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"SAFARILAND

CIVIL WAL REPRODUCTIONS 2

THE CIVIL WAR HOLSTER

US BUCKLE

———
(\ " o
LIls

SHOULDER EBAG

BALL POUCH

Us OR CS
CAP POUCH

painstakingly THE BALL POUCH was designed to
the leather products of the Civil War Era. hnll:l the soldier's supply of percussion
The devoted collector or enthusiast will
Epai.:ify: Black or Brown; CS or US,

thrill to our craftsmen's Itl.antinn to

MODEL 188 BALL POUCH ... $12.95
CS OR US BUCKLE is authentically
duplicated in solid brass and is designed
for use with 27 belt.
MODEL 604: US BUCKLE ..........28.95
MODEL 605: CS8 BUCKLE .......... £8.96 )
BUCKLE AND BELT combination® r i
Safariland's finest full-grain cowhide. A 2°
belt with standard keeper. ;
Specify: Black or Brown: CS or US,
MODEL 488 BELT & BUCKLE __$15.95 "
THE CIVIL WAR SHOULDER BAG
has three separate compartments and
was designed to be worn loose over the
shoulder.
Specify: Black or Brown; CS or US.
MODEL 189 SHOULDER BAG .._340.95
THE CIVIL WAR SLING is an exact
duplicate of the one used to carry early
military arms. Safariland’s finest leather,
complete with keepers and solid brass

hook,
Specify: Black or Brown. /
MODEL 185 SLING ..........coooccc....... $0.95

* Please add 50¢ per inch for belts over

R
SLING Sl
|




HANDLE WITH CARE:
Old Style Single-Action Revolvers

Limitations on Use:

1. Regardless of the position of its hammer, an old style single-action revolver with a
loaded chamber under the firing pin may discharge if accidentally dropped or struck
on the hammer.

2. The safety notch in the hammer provides only limited protection against accidental
blows to the hammer or accidental pulling of the trigger.

3. Ever since the introduction of the famous “Peacemaker” single-action revolver over
100 years ago, it has been generally known that the safest way to carry such revolvers
is to load no more than five cartridges and to keep an empty chamber under the firing

pin.

Exceptions:

1. Although many are still in use, we discontinued our old model single-action revolvers
in 1973 when we introduced our history-making, patented “New Model” revolvers.
The internal mechanism of our New Model single-action revolvers is entirely new and
is not subject to the limitations on use listed above for the old model. Both models
look alike, but the New Model has the words “NEW MODEL" marked on the frame
and has only two visible pins in the side of the frame instead of three screws as in the
old model.

2. Some of the other brands of old style single-action revolvers, particularly those of
foreign manufacture, have added various manual “safeties” which may or may not be
reliable. Even if it functions properly, a manual safety device is no safer than the
person using it. It is useless if it is not used, or if it is used improperly by mistake.

Why Are We Telling You This?

In the last few years, people are apparently becoming more willing to handle firearms, including
Ruger single-action revolvers, without first receiving proper instruction from a knowledgeable
shooter. No one should handle any gun without first having supervised instruction about the
particular type of gun he is using, as well as about gun safety in general. Until very recently
everyone, gun users and non-users alike, seemed to be well aware of this obvious rule, and accidents
with single-action revolvers, as well as with other types of guns, were limited to those very occasional
lapses of common sense against which, unfortunately, there appears to be no real protection. Now,
with the growth of consumerism, people who should know better are acting as though guns, like
electric toasters, are meant to be foolproof. There is no such thing as a foolproof gun.

FREE CATALDGS AND IMSTRUCTION MANUALS WHICH CONTAIN APPROPRIATE WARNINGS AND ADVICE FOR THE
USE OF ALL MODELS OF RUGER FIREARMS ARE AVAILABLE FROM THE FACTORY ON REQUEST.

STURM. RUGER & Company. Ine.

2 Lacey Place
Southport. Connecticut 06190 U.S.A.

L. ALL RUGER FIREARMS ARE DESIGNED AND MANUFACTURED IN RUGER FACTORIES IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
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OUTSTANDING AMERICAN Q’ -

FOUNDATION, INC.
30016 S. RIVER ROAD ¢ MT. CLEMENS, MICHIGAN 48045

NEWSLETTE?

Things have been moving along since lost we met. Skip
Gordon, a personaolity and business figure well known in
the shooting game (actually he's o rifle shooter on the
side), hos come oboord os general coordinator, PR man,
and jock-of-all-trades se as to tie everything together.
Many people work on Association business, but it's on a
volunteer basis, and they sometimes hove to take off from
that and tend to their own living. Skip con maintain con-
tinuity under these conditions,

Plans for the 1978 Outstanding American Handgunner
Awards Bongquet are well under way. The date hos been
sel for Saturday, 15 April, in Salt Loke City, Utah. The of-
fair will be held in conjunction with the NRA Annval Meet-
ing which starts there on 14 April. At present, three hotels
are under consideration, and the final selection will be
made soon, bosed on service, location, ete.

As in 77, the '7B ceremony and banguet will be open
ta the shooting public. Tickets, which include the cocktail
porty, banquet, and ceremony ore priced ot $25 each.
Reservations must be mode prior to March 1, 50 we know
how much space we'll need in the hall. There should be a
few seots ovailoble ot the door on the big night, but don't
count an it, If you really intend to be there, get your tick-
ets now by writing the Outstanding American Handgunner
Association (30016 5. River Road, Mt. Clemens, Michigan
48043).

We anticipate that all of the Top Ten candidates for the
big award will be present, along with a liberal sprinkling
of other top American Handgunners, not te mentien the
previous award winners. Those of you who have never at-
tended one of these offairs will find it to be the largest
single gathering of true pistoleros to be found onywhere.
Mow is the time to moke vp your mind to join us in Salt
Lake City and attend the most worthwhile NRA meetings
as well. It's a time when you can meet, talk to, and rub el-
bows with the people who have contributed most to hand-
gunning over the years.

We'd like to point out that this “contribution” ta hand-
gunning isn't just in the field of competitive shooting. In
fact, some of our past award recipients never shot a regis-
tered match in their lives. Look over those past winners
and you'll see men who have contributed in every manner,
from being national champions to designers and manufac-
turers of the first waoter. Some have contributed by their
journalistic accomplishments; some in the legislative
arena; some by making handguns; some in law enforce-

ment, All, of course, have contributed in more thon ene
way. It's the overall effect of o person’s many activities
over many years thot is used to determine whether he
stands near the top for this prestigious oward., We con't
say a young fellow [or gal) couldn’t win the award, but it's
prebably significant that all the winners to date show o
half-century or mere of ardent handgunning activity of all
types. It can't be soid of any of them—from Elmer Keith,
the first, to Harlan Carter, the fifth—that the oword wos
given for any single activity. It's also significant, perhaps,
that all of them have been nearly as active in all the other
areas of the shooting sports, not just handgunning alene.

Next April we'll be meeting in 5alt Lake City to ogain
reward one of our finest and to show the world that hand-
guns are not synonamous with criminality. We'd like you
all to be there with us and join in that effort and that cele-
bration. In the meantime, why neot join our group and by
so doing ennounce to the world how you feel about hand-
gunning.

r‘----------------------

YES, | want lo become a member of the Quistand-
ing American Handgunner Foundation

[Enclosed is $15.00 for annual membership
which includes a year subscription to The
American Handgunner Magazine

| |l am already & subscriber to The American
Handgunner; enclosed is $10.00 for my annual
membership

{Note: Life and Endowment memberships are avail-
able, please write for details)

Mail to:
OUTSTANDING AMERICAN HANDGUNNER FOUNDATION
30016 S. River Rd., Mt. Clemens, M| 48045

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER  =e
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FILL TWO STOCKINGS

DB BOOKS MAKE GREAT XMAS GIFTS!

1978 GUN DIGEST x;\if:'

32nd Edition
Edited by John T. Amber

An all-new edition of the most
comprehensive and complete gun
book for all shooters, collectors,
hunters and cutdoorsmen. With an
eye as unerring as a Weatherby
scope, the estimable John T. Amber
has again selectad great new gun
articles by the world's best con-
tributing authors. Features by
Watars, Labisky, Thomas, Steratt,
Nonte, Steindler, to name just a few.
Articles on handguns, air guns,
rifles, black powder guns, hand-
loading, collecting, smithing. Plus
alarge catalog section complete
with specs and prices on all U.S.
and imported firearms and acces-
sories. 448 B%:" x 11° pages.

# o a SF L S EE Y

$g895

#GD10686

GUN DIGEST BOOK

OF EXPLODED
FIREARMS
DRAWINGS

2nd Edition

Edited by Harold A. Murtz

A brand new edition of a book that
is essential to the complete gun
library. Hundreds of exploded views
of modern and collectors’ hand-
guns and long guns. Detailed draw-
ings of Astra auto pistols, Browning
pistols, shotguns and rifles, the
Ruger Mini-14 and variations, many
Heckler & Koch guns, Detonics 45
auto pistol. Each part clearly identi-
lied, with complete assembly and
disassembly on many models. Even
includes a directory of sources for
parts. 320 BY:" x 11" pages.

PISTOL AND
REVOLVER
DIGEST

By Dean A. Grennell

A comprehensive new handbook
for the handgun enthusiast. Learn
the origins, operating principles,
advantages and limitations of dif-
ferent designs and models. The
author provides descriptions and
specifications of all major types in-
cluding rimfire and centerfire
target modeis, hunting handguns,
home protection pieces, revolvers,
autoloaders —even early and
modern muzzleloaders. Accurate
coverage of firing technique and
procedure for target competition,
plus helpful tips on fast draw, in-
stinctive shooting and much more.
2B8 8Y2" x 11" pages.

$795

F PRS91G

asit

- —

GUN DIGEST
TREASURY

5th Edition

Edited by John T. Amber

Here are dozens of the most learned
and luminous articles from GUN
DIGEST s first 30 distinguished
years, /is authors: the literary elite

of shooting sports. Ifs content: clas- e
sics in the art, technology and herit- R
age of firearms. Its editor: perhaps el g

the one man in America as wise in

Eh
the ways of guncraft—the redoubt- ;. . '
able John T. Amber, GUN DIGEST's i ? ?i

editorial helmsman for 26 prolific

handloading, engraving, ballistics
—the universe of gunsport.
Includes a complete index to 30
aditions of GUN DIGEST, 7 editions
of HANDLOADER'S DIGEST. 288

years, Spans guns, SCOpes, ammao,
8% x 11" pages. #DT7076

GUN DIGEST
BOOK OF
MODERN GUN
VALUES

By Jack Lewis

Discover how much your guns are
really worth in today’'s market. An
invaluable guide for buying, selling
or trading guns. Covers handguns,
shotguns and rifles in three sepa-
rate sections. Each section is pre-
faced by an authoritative article,
written by a leading expert on the
respective type of firearm. Articles
cover what types of firearms are
headed for collectors’ showcases,
and whipricas are what they are. In
all, this book is a must for the dealer
and casual trader alike. 288 B4 x
11" pages.

$795

# MG5816

LAW
ENFORGEMENT
HANDGUN DIGEST

Revised Edition

By Dean A. Grennell

The most comprehensive and up-
to-date guide to arms and equip-
ment for peacemakers aver pub-
lished. Includes dozens of chapters
of complete coverage on every type
of hand'?;un. plus informative sec-
tions on police shotguns, anti-
sniper rifles and other specialized
weapons: The operating mechan-
isms of all law enforcemant
weapons are explained along with
helpful tips on maintanance and
marksmanship. An arms directory
and plenty of practical advice on
handgun firing techniques top off
this treatise, 320 8Y:" x 11" pages.

—

HANDGUN D

$695

® LEG226"

USE COUPON ON OPPOSITE PAGE TO ORDER NOW! -



WITH ONE STAMP

BUY DB BOOKS LOCALLY—OR ORDER BY MAIL!

1978 GUNS ILLUSTRATED
Edited by H. A. Murtz
Allnewarticles on handguns,
rifles, shotguns, muzzle d-
ers and more. Articles on the
Rc:nnﬁ handgun; the new
Kodiak black powder double
rifle and much more. Big
catalog section. 288 Bl4" x
11" pages.
SGSB0B6 .. ........ $6.95

DIGEST 2nd EIJI‘I‘IOE

Edifed by Jack Lewls
A must for muzzle loaders.
In-depth discourse on rifl
handguns, scatterguns an
accessories. Features updated
catalog of arms; new alterna-
tive to black powder; big
gun look at cannonry; where
luhuy 288 815" x 11" pa

BIG GAME
HUNTER'S DIGEST

By Tom Brakelield
The really complete reference
1o Morth American big game
hunting. Learn how to choose
the right guns and scopes,
which gear and duffel to use
I’urd!ﬁcrcntti']:cr- of hunting.

g T

Round out your mllccmrs
lll!rl.:}' with fresh features on
Colt, er, Iver Johnson,
ManLn ‘lgfin:hes:er. ‘Webley
and other famous makes.

VARMINT HUNTER'S
DIGEST By Jim Dougharly
How to call and hunt coyole,
bobcat, raccoon, mountain,
lion, bear. Covers art ol‘hld-
ing and camouflage; all t

of mouthand electroniccal Is
huntln with or
Complete catalog section,
256 815" x 11" pages.

TWO BOOKS FOR PRICE |
OF ONE! HERE'S HOW! 1,

Buy any DBI book anywhere and get another |
DBl book FREE! Mow you can own any of the |
books shown in this ad FREE!

(a) Buy any book(s) in this ad at retail price.
1{(b) For each book you buy, you may select a.

! second book from this ad of the same pncr.

] or less FREE!

(c) Please include 52.00 for each FREE bo-okl
yvou order to help us cover postage, insur-
ance, packing and handling. !

(d) If you buy DBl books from your 10-¢ul1
dealer, send genuine dealer sales slip show-g
ing which books in this ad you bought and )
where. Same FREE book offer applics, !
including $2.00 postage, insurance and,

bench, a few basic tools, and
you mw&mglaymu;:ard-
mn time. Close-u olos
m?d?i"&lﬂ d.rawinl;s kl;:p mis-
takes minimal ir-
ment maximal. 32!:1 El,&': 11"
pages.

PHGS126, ... evn.. $6.95

8 8147 x | 288 814" x 11" pages.
#BG3B16. ... ...... " $7.95 FGUSS26.......... §7.95
HANDLOADER'S DIGEST ABC'S OF RELOADING

7th Edition By Dean A, Grennall

Edited by John T. Amber Covers everything you need

Historical and current devel- to know to get into reloading

opments in science of reload- . » - what to do, what to buy,

mr.. Wildcat and ﬁ?pular where to buy it. Compleie

shot-she coverage, yet easy to use, this

luru ur marksmen, ex is the for pro or

menters. Blf l:a.lllul: seclion. novice, 320 814" x 11" pages.

288 814" x

SHDOTE ..o ;7_95 FABSEI6. ......... $6.95
HOBBY ﬂugflmﬂgnu HOME GUNSMITHING
2] omm

Your kitchen table or work- 45 chapters 31%: I{w Inwrdlgﬂ

on maintaining, repairing, re-
working usely
illustrated with dlntrlms. dr.-
tails and photos. A book for
gun owners. 320 815" x 11*
pages.

EHOSIIE, ..o hii. £5.95
T |

handling fees for each FREE book.

)

{|WITH EACH ORDER, YOU WILL
i | AUTOMATICALLY RECEIVE ONE
{|{COPY OF "RARE SELECTIONS
||[FROM OLD GUN CATALOGS", A
11$4.95 VALUE, SHIPPED POSTPAID
1|(NO $2 CHARGE).

i
[]

SINGLE SHOT RIFLES AND
ACTIONS By Frank de Haas
Edited by John T. Amber
Rare collection of articles on
over 55 si nt singlz shot
rifles and actions. Complete
with photos, drawings, speci-
fications, design and cun-
struction features, 352 d
tailed B14° x 11° pages.
#SR9016........... $8.95

AIR GUN DIGEST
By Robort-Beaman

CG. nml other air guns from
1o preunt Chap-

lr.rsan B's, lead balls, pow-
ﬂurlm rifles, :l::l,guns and
andguns, maintenance, gun
laws. 2Com56 5&'“ ul.llalns soc-
tion. *'x 11" pages.
FAGSIN6. . .iuun... SPE.EE

Traces first air, spring air, |

1]
OF FOLDING KNIVES
By Jack Lewis and
B. R, Hughes
Liberllly illustrated volume
covers “lolders” from an ev-
eryday pocket knife to a fine
custom design. Directory of
manufacturers, importers
and custom knife makers.
288 315" x 11" pages.

RARPE O,

By Frank C. Barnes |

The definitive book on a

nn ue subject. Mever before

coverage of car-

ltidsal from the 1870's

modern UJS. =

tary small arms. 416
ny. x 11* pages.

#CWS016..........$8.95

A B C
I'm Buying Retail Send These
ese Price FREE!
5
Book § Book §
5
= Dook § Book ¢
5
Book § Book #
TOTAL §
Please send the DBI book(s) listed above.
Column "B’ Total 5

| PLUS postage, insurance, packing and handling
t:ha.rg:s (52.00 for each FREE book).

i TOTAL ENCLOSED 5

OR
Enclosed is genuine proof-of-purchase (dealer
sales slip only) for DBI book(s) bought locally.
Send FREE book(s) listed in Column ‘C’

Edited by Joseph J. Schroeder

Editer Jossph Schroeder has com-
plled an oulstanding selection of
firoarms from his rare collection of
old gun catalogs. Included are beau-
tilully illustraled rifles, shotguns,
handguns and unique BEcesiOTies
from the 1880-1920 period made by
Colt, Daly, Browning, Enlieid, Smith
& Wesson, Luger, Reminglon, Win-
chester and Sharps, 10 name a faw,
Complete spocilications and prices

ORDER NOW AND GET THIS
BOOK FREE —$4.95 VALUE!

RARE SELECTIONS FROM OLD GUN GAT&LOGS 1880-1920

r-nnhu from under & doliar for a
serviceable pistol or rifle 1o $400 for
o fine, custom gun. All are assembled
in & great new book that will sell lor
54,85 in 1578 But i's yours now ab-
salutely FREE with your arder for any
bookis) rom ihis ad. Or buy any of
the bookis) shown in this ad locally.
Then just send your sales slip 1o DBI
and we'll send you the book bonus,
postpaid.

above. I've included the $2.00 processing fee
for each book.

TOTAL ENCLOSED 5

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. . . .
FAST DELIVERY

DBI BOOKS, INC.
Dept. C988, 540 Frontage Road
Northfield, 1L 60093

Name,
Il Address
| City State, Zip,
| US. & Canada only...2 for | offer expires in 60 dayst]




By MASSAD

the new
revolver
absolute
still 1ell-
ing us that there are no immediate pro-
duction plans for the double action stain-
less auto that has existed in prototype
since the sixties. Curiously, though, a very
reliable source of ours in the US Armed
Services insists that Colt's is going to bid
the gun in on an upcoming contract for 9
mm service autos.

Better late than never: Clem Conforte
at HIGH STANDARD has announced
that the newer, smaller, more cost-effec.
tive plant is now operating in full swing.

At Colt’s, inside word is that
double action .38.357 police
won't be out until 1979 at the
earliest. Company spokesmen are

HANDGUN

INDUSTRY INSIDER

F. AYOOB

The long-awaited Crusader double action
4 magnums are at last coming off the
line. So, among other tried and true H-S
models, are the excellent .22 target autos
that the paper punchers have been
clamoring for. Guns to be phased into
production later include the firm's exeel-
lent police shotgun, and a *Sentinel police
revolver,” Welecome back, High Standard.
S&W fans are happy about it, too. There
are a lot of people in the industry who feel
that it isn't coincidental that Smith
stepped up production of their Model 29
4 Mag a few months before the Cru-
sader became available,

MORE RUMOR MONGERING: We

JACKASS SHOULDER SYSTEMS

* COMFORT = CONCEALABILITY

T—

~ COMPLETE INTERCHANGEABILITY

s
.p
‘i
-
s_’-’i

~ A
J.I.t
»

-

-

Send $1.00 for brochure to...
or see your local dealer

920 Waukegan Road, Glenview, lllinois 60025
AMERICAN HANDGUNNER o

have it unequivocally from the inside that
CCL, despite wildfire ramors, is wot going
to acquire a certain firm well known for its
quality handguns. At the same time, some
reliable voices in the industry tell us that a
major producer of rifles and shotguns
may soon become available for acquisi-
tion. Descriptions of that firm’s present fi-
nancial status range from “kinda sick™ 1o
“not reaching full profit potential,” de-
pending who vou talk 1o, Nobody's putting
a “for zale” sign in front of the factory yet,
but it is hinted that certain key people in
the parent company would just as soon
not have a fircarms subsidiary in their
stockholders’ report next year. Some peo-
ple in the handgun industry are taking a
hard look at the firm, which does offer ter-
rific possibilities. Particularly interested
are the honchos of a centain handgun firm
noted for its dvnamic management team,

THOMPSON/CENTER, long known as
one of the most responsive firms where
special-purpose  handguns were con-
cerned, has come out with a special barrel
for their Contender pistol that's designed
strictly for metallic silhouette competi-
tion. A long heavy barrel is mated with su-
per-precise Lyman sights, and ealibers will
be those favored by the steelshooters: .41
Magnum, .44 Mag., .30 and .357 Harrett,
and perhaps a couple of others. Since
they'll be a standard catalog item, the
metallic silhouette Contenders will be per-
missible in Production class. Enthusiasts
in the sport are so convineed that the lat-
est Contender will outclass every revolver
extant in terms of precision aceuracy, that
they're trying to get a separate class for
Production Singleshots written into the
rules af the International Handgun
Metallic Silhouette Association . . .

DAN WESSON ARMS' double action
A4 Magnum exists in prototype. We tried
the two guns that have been handbuilt,
and were extremely impressed. Dick
Rosenfeld of DWA swore me to secrecy
about the technical details, and savs if 1 go
into detail he'll do to me what the lsraelis
did to the Syrian army. | can say that there
are several radical, patented design fea-
tures, that the action on the prototvpes is
smoother than ever, and that the guns we
tested seemed to be kicking about 409
less than the Model 29 we used as a con-
trol gun with the same loads. They've
made a serious commitment to the .44
Mag project, and | think they'll make
their two-year target date for production.

At RUGER, meanwhile, the double ac.
tion revolvers continue as a major success
story, People in the police equipment
business are now talking about Ruger as
the number two brand in the traditionally
conservative cop gun market. The firm
has quietly introduced a series of heavy
untapered barrels in all their double ac-
tions, which are already available at this
writing. There's no extra charge,

In ammunition, CCI's Stinger load in
22 LR is the big news. Stoeger has public-
Iv announced that the

hot new round

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 1878



should not be used in their imponted .22
auto pistols. Tighter and shorter cham-
bers on foreign guns are one reason for
concern. Targel rifles in .22 LR, which
tend to also have shorter and tighter
chambers, likewise aren’t the guns you
should put on a diet of sassy Stingers.

The big three ammo makers are look-
ing very closely at the Stinger’s commer-
eial suceess, which is every bit as dramatic
as its ballistic performance. FEDERAL is
holding off for a while, to see if there will
be any further announcements like the
one from Stoeger. REMINGTON has
studied the phenomenal round, too, and is
also watching and listening before decid-
1'l1g whether Lo 0] thie ﬁtiil.p:rr route, WIN.
CHESTERW'WESTERN has moved more
decisively, and has for some time had
their people in the field waking consumer
preference polls on names for their Sting-
erlike round . ..

The Mernll Sportsman single-shot may
turn out to have been the most memor-
able handgun introduction of recent
vears. The handsomely-made 3265 pis-
tol, with trim lines that are reminiscent of
the old 3&W Straight-Line one-shooter,
has been winning metallic silhouette
matches almost <ince its inception, and i
handles heavy Magnum loads with equa-
nimity. Look for an in-depth write-up in
HANDGUNNER or GUNS ...

At CHARTER ARMS, word of new
goodies comes from a reliable but unoffi-
cial source; this is of necessity, since offi-
cial spokesman Dave Ecker does not
number this writer on his list of favorite
firearms journalists. But a 2", small-frame
.357 Magnum seems a certainty from this
maker, and a shoo-in for success, S&W
and Colt have avoided little guns in this
chambering, but Security Industries
proved it could be done, and we predict i
will be one of Charter's most popular
numbers, especially with the Bulldog
grips. Also in the wind at Charter, we hear,
is a low-priced, tough, knockabout single-
shot scattergun like the Bronco, and
there's a possibility that the firm will ae-
quire the tooling to produce the Firearms
International model D7 380 auto. Time
will tell, but the Charter catalog seems 1o
be expanding in healthy directions with
versatile and desirable offerings. Inci-
dentally, the Backpacker—a limited edi-
tion 44 Special Bulldog with MagNa-
Ported 2" barrel and hard chrome fin-
ish—should be an excellent investment,
like any special tem produced by Mag-
NaPort's Larry Kelly. We'd like to see the
front sight put back on, though. The
slicked action on the Backpacker we tried
wiis the finest we've felt on any Charter re-
volver,

Speaking of Larry Kelly, this writer
seems o have inadvertantly added 1o
some of the misunderstandings  about
what his MagNalPorting does and doesn't
do. In the last HANDGUNNER, | stated
that the purpose of the modification was
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Not everyones crazy about
the oodyg boys obgession

WI

bullet performance.

Some would rather not think
about handgun bullets that can
maore than double their diameter
on impact. Or handgun primers
that make sure those bullets get
the perfect send-off.

But the good ol’ boys at CCI-
Speer have given them a |ot of
thought, and their pistol primers
and bullets show it.

_ That double-diameter expan-
sion is the result of Speer’s
unique design for jacketed hand-
gun bullets. They start with a soft
lead alloy core. Then putitina
jacket that's thick at the rear of
the bullet, and thin at the front. On
impact, the jacket's contoured
walls peel back uniformly for full
impact and good expansion.

Jacketed or solid lead, for
plinking, practice or match, no
one gives handloaders more
bullet choices in all popular cali-
bers than the good ol boys. And

JACKETED PISTOL BULLETS
Cal. Dia, Weight Paint Type

2] e 14 Bagr Hilboew Pound

Bmem 355 100 gr Hollgw Pasnd

e AR5  125gr Sl Poant

34 357 10g Hollow Point

aa 357 125¢gr Hollowy Peurd

34 357 125gr Soft Poent

1A AT 14dgr Mk Poird

38 357 1d6gr,  Hollow Poirt

3 357 158gr.  Hollow Poim

a3 357 158gr Soll Poent

| 357 160gr. Soil Powl

41 410 200gr Hallgw Poird

41 410 220 g Soft Pownt

44 4280 200gr.  Magnum Hollow Poind
a4 420 235gr,  Hollow Paim

44 428 240gr Soft Pomnt

44 428 240 gr Magnum Hollow Point
a4 428 240 v Y] wim Soft Poant
45 451 200gr.  Hollow Poim

a5 451  235gr.  Magnum Hollow Poin
45 457 Magrum Hollow Painl

280 gr
LEAD BULLETS

Ggmm 356 125gr.  Round Noso

a8 358  14dgr Bevel Basa Wadculter
3 358 148gr.  Hollowbase Wadcubior
38 358 1589 Semi-Wadculer

33 358 158¢gr.  Aound Mose

44 430 240gr Semi-Wadcutier

45 452 200gr Seme-Watcufler

45 452 2Mgr Round Nose

a5 452  250gr.  Sem-Wadcutier

30 of the 105 bullets they make
are made just for handgunners.

Then there's pistol primers.
They're a prime concern for the
boys at CCI. So there's plenty of
fussing to make sure their primer
mixes match up just right with
the powders handloaders use.

For target and standard veloc-
ity loads, the #300 provides per-
fect ignition for large pistols. And
the #500 is just right for small
ones.

But for the kind of heat and
pressure needed for top velocity
and Magnum loads, the #350is
the answer for big handguns.
While the #550 does the same job
for small ones.

One other thing. These are the
exact same bullets you'll find in
CCl-Speer's factory-loaded Law-
man Ammo. Manufactured to
exactly the same strict law en-
forcement and military standards.

So no wonder
they tend to be =
popular with
handloaders. ;
Even though
not evaryona's
crazy about

OMARK.

INDUFETEIFS
Snakg River fvonue « Lowision, kdaho B35S0
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reduction in muzzle jump, not in recoil.
What | should have said was that there is
some degree of total recoil reduction, but
by far the most noticeable change is the
sharp reduction in muzzle upflip. That
statement is strictly in relerence 1o hand-
guns. With a rifle or shotgun, due to the
nature of recoil transmittal through a long
gun's stock, both recoil and muzzle jump
are sharply reduced by ManNaPorting.

A remarkably large number of our in-
guiries from readers involve the ManNa-
Port process. Accordingly, we'll soon he
running a feature story (probably in our
sister magazine GUNS) explaining just
what MagNaPor does and deesn’t do, and
how, and why.

The question has been asked of us,
“Why does the Industry Insider column
list rumors and not always name the
source of the information?” Well, a lot of
times what looks like a hot project this
year is going to be dead next vear, and the
person at the company who gives us the
info on the program in its embryonic stage
doesn’t want to be held personally respon-
sible if and when it is stillborn, Also, when
a premature announcement of a new
product comes oul, it can trigger demand
that can’t be fulfilled for some time, which
in turn creates ill will between producers
and customers. Finally, announcement of
a new product may make an existing item
in the same company's line appear obso-
lete in the eyes of the reader and hurt cur-

rent sales,

Be assured that we check out rumaors
before we give them eredence by printing
them. Some, like the ammo com-
Il:{l'l,n'_-'l}llllll.lgllll 1'1“““-{]”?' |TH'ff:1'r Wi Imen-
tioned above, turn out to be so much B.S.
(Ohers turn out to have solid bases, so we
run them without naming names and hurt-
ing images, unless it could burn the read-
ers if we diddn 't name those names.

And, speaking of rumors, we'll close by
debunking a final one; No, Hlineis State
Police is not changing from the Model 39
to the Model 59 automatic. That agency,
which did more than any other to popu-
larize autos in general and the S&W 9
mm in particular among law officers, is
going to stay with the 39. Thev've got
some 1700 guns in stock, plus parts; be-
sides, they tested the 59 and while its per-
formance was impressive, the bigger grip
was found to be a problem for members
with small hands, especially the women
troopers. [SP brass state unequivocally
that they're happy with the Model 39 and
anticipate no change. Interestingly,
though, a recent survey of the line person.
nel (conducted under the auspices of the
Iinois Troopers’ Lodge of the Fraternal
Order of Police) showed that a remarka-
ble number of the troopers would rather
carry revolvers on duty,

No other state police or highway patrol
agency issues automatics, but ISP, with its

nationwide reputation for innovative man-
agement and procedures, has done a lot
lor the concept of the police service auto-
matic, They don’t proselytize, but by
their municipal county
agencies in that state have gone 2o heavily
to the Smith Nine that there are probably
more police autos in lllinois per capita
than in any state save California—also,
not coincidentally, a state noted for ad-
vanced concepts in law enforcement. At
the same time, we'd be remiss if we didn’t
record the fact that a number of police de-
partments that have gone to the automatic
in recent vears have switched back to the
revolver,

The next big wave in police automatics
will come when BROWNING gets their
double action .45, made for them by
SIG/SAUER, on the marker Slated for a
June "77 entry, the .45= «till haven't shown
up. But BDA's in @ mm and .38 Super
have already been put through the
wringer. General consensus is that work-
manship and human engineering could be
better, as could trigger pull, but accuracy
and reliability seem to exceed any other
double action police auto on the marker,
The price is steep, but the market’s reac-
tion when the gun comes out in .45 will be
the real test. Much of the criticism of cur-
rent DA police autos had centered around
the borderline performance of the 9 mm.

Parabellum _‘

cartridge,

example, and

ALL WEATHER
DEPENDABILITY

The stainless steel .22

and .25 caliber pocket-
automatics offer the best
protection against the
corrosive influences of
water, humidity, and even
hand perspiration. These
pistols are accurate,
well-balanced, compact and
simple to clean. Fast-
action thumb safeties and
cycolac grips are standard.
Also available in nickel
and blue finishes.

Mag Size
Capacity in inches

] 4% x 34

Weight

13 oz.
At all fine sporting good

stores and gun shops. Or for
catalogue, please send $.25

E ster'llng

Sterling Arms Corpnrallon
4436 Prospect Street
Gasport, New York 14067

resist .
corrosion
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Remington announces new
revolver ballistics that duplicate
in-service performance.

CONVENTIONAL
REVOLVER
BALLISTICS

Until now published ballistics figures  horizontally within the cartridge case,
for revolver ammunition were all based matching the most typical firing position.
on the optimum performance of a given In every case, the cartridges fired are
cartridge. That's because they were fired from a common lot, but the new ballistics
from a standard test barrel under figures, as you can see, are dramatically
laboratory conditions. But as every law-  different.
enforcement professional knows, the Remington's patented Vented Test
actual performance of the same cartridge Barrel delivers ballistics information the
under field conditions could not be law-enforcement professional has been
expected to match laboratory test results.  waiting for—information that more

But thanks to new equipment accurately predicts performance levels to
development by Remington engineers,  be expected in actual field service. The
you can now have a more precise patents have been released to the public,
indication, in advance, of how much royalty-free, to encourage wider use of
performance to expect from a revolver this test method.
cartridge where it counts—in a revolver, It's the latest example of Rernington’s
in the field. continuing efforts to best serve the needs

The Remington Vented Test Barrel of the law-enforcement community.
ballistics chart duplicates actual firing con- Remington’s full line of firearms and
ditions—through a 4" barrel (most service ammunition for law enforcement are
revolvers are this length) which isvented  described in our Law Enforcement
to simulate the gap between cylinder face Products brochure, free on request, from:
and barrel. Finally, the testing is Law Enforcement Dept.,
carried out with the powder Remington Arms Company, Inc.,
distributed evenly and 12 Bridgeport, Conn. 06602.

RKemingion
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THE POWER METER
Breakthrough in Practical Pistol Competition

HE two most serious problems in the

conduct of practical pistol competi-
tion are holster regulation and power re-
quirements.

Defining a “practical” holster in a way
that does not inhibit innovative design is
so difficult that the combined efforts of a
generation of pistoleros have not vet ar-
rived at a satisfactory answer. We keep
working on it, but we haven't got it yet

The power problem, however, while
hitherto equally vexatious, seems at last to
be within reach of solution, Like so0 many
similar achievements, from the paper clip
to the jet engine, it is so simple that one
wonders why it wasn't obvious when the
question first came up, [t is a classic “bal-
listic pendulum.”

Now that we have the answer, perhaps
we had better state the question. It goes
like this: Since we will assume as self-evi-
dent that defensive pistoleraft consists in
the quick and accurate contral of power
(“ILV.CT), we must so arrange our exer-
cises that they will measure the shooter’s
ability to place a hervy blow both precise-
ly and rapidly. Conventional target shoot-
ing measures accuracy, Our  practical
courses test both gecuracy anil *-'-]l:'r'd of

The .380 scores low.

delivery, But since neither aceuracy nor
speed is very helpful without power, we
must devize a procedure that disallows
scores printed with trivial cartridges, and
recognizes that the precise control of a
powerful weapon is a higher skill than the
same control of a lesser arm,

For years we have simply said, *.38 cali-
ber” (9mm) and up—Ifull charge only,
This is better than nothing, but not much,
Do we think that a .38 target wadeutter
load is equivalent to a red-lined 3577 Do
we let in a 380 and rule out a .30 ULS.C.?
When an aspirant shows up with a pet
handload do we weigh it and chronograph
it? And if we do, what do we measure the
result against—Hateher or DiMaio?

Maoreover, is control of a .38 10 be con.
sidered the same as control of a 417 Are
squib loads for the 45, which deliver
higher specs than a “service” (38, to be
classed with 45's, or with 387 Deci.
sions! Decisions!

(M course, you could drop the subject
and join the P.P.C. circuit, but somehow
that course did not appeal to many of the
hig kids. They muttered and grumbled
and wracked their brains, and lo! They
came up with “Peter the Power Meter,”

The .45 ACP with hardball.
AMERICAN HANDGUNNER e

This gadget was designed and built by
Mike Horne, of Bakersfield, California,
and while he himself is not set up 1o pro-
duece it for sale, he has arranged for it 1o
bee built in 10-unit lots. As soon as he has
L firm orders a run is commenced, The
deviee is certainly simple enough o be
yade, and those who like to tinker
with tools can make their own. However,

home

Horne's version has been de-bugged by
trial and error, and at 270 a copy (plus
freight) it may even be cheaper than
home-made, for those whose time s valu.
able. Either way, | think that no pistol
range worthy of consideration  should
henceforth be without one—or preferably
twa.

Peter is a simple structure of mild steel
tubing which swings a small but thick im-
pact plul.i' beneath a cross beam, exactly
as with a child's swing. When the plate is
struck by a bullet it swings backward in an
are, carrying a pivoled marker needle
among the rim of a plain, grade-school
protractor. The pendulum returns to ver-
tical, but the needle stays put at maximum
swing. That's all. Whatever angle is re-
corded by a base round constitutes the ba-
sic index. More swing is more power, less
swing is less, Nobody has 1o use a theory
nor a table of logarithms nor a sky sereen
nor a caleulator. *All ya gotta do is look.”
Marvelous!

The pendulum can serve various pur-
poscs, but the new International Practical
Shooting Confederation uses it thus:
N"lll'lilii: il'.".‘ lllH" t.Jlll". I:.i.ir.ilhl'l.lllrll “.i.l‘i"
tary ammunition is allowed. A batch of
G.l. ammo is selected and fired (on ree.
ord day) at the plate. An average are for
three rounds—at six meters, center hits—
i% determined and marked with a grease
pencil. To get aboard the contest, your
load must move the pendulum that much,
or more. Now then, if you wish to have
your target scored in the “major caliber”
category (usually 5, 4, 3 instead of 5, 3, 1)
your lpad must move the pendulum as
much as 45 hardball, This means that a
full-house 357 is “major”, while a .45 tar-

The .357 Magnum, 160 gr.
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get load is not—which is exactly as it
should be. Squib loads in 45 ACP have
been bothering us for a long time, as have
*A57s" that were actually more like
“Plus " 38 The gadget also takes care
of PPC ammunition and 3800's—a least
any 380 1 have seen.

Possibly the best thing about Peter is
the avoidance of argument. Course offi-
cials can handle the whole thing with
hardly a word, Just shoot and look. You're
in or you're oul. No conversation is neces-
sarv. Anyone who has run any sort of prac-
tical contest knows what a blessing this is!

Just what it is that the pendulum mea-
sures is somewhat moot, but a term | have
been using until a better one is suggested
i= “available clout™ (AC) A mm'ing
missile has a potential that can be otilized
in various wavs, depending upon its con-
figuration and construction. It can be de-
signed to carry well in flight, or 1o pene-
trate hard objects, or to set things afire, or
to disrupt blocks of duxseal, or to disinte-
grate on impact, or whatever. How it
works is a choice the shooter can make by
selecting his ammunition, but that will do
nothing about increasing the power of his
weapon, because kinetics limit what
power he has to work with. A bullet of a
given weight, moving al a given speed, has
a specific power potential, regardless of ils
shape or material, That is its “available
elout,” and that is what Peter measures, It
is not necessary for the instruments to be
uniformly constructed, for they are used
to measure refative performance, on the
same range, on the same day. Whatever
the base load does is par, and the AC. of
other loads is either greater or less—it
doesn’t matter what the exaet figure is, or
in what units it is expressed,

At this point someone is sure to suggest
that a well thrown rock could show an
A.C. rating better than that of any pistol,
This i= true, but misleading. Peter com-
pares pistol impacts, not those of rocks;
just as a dynamometer measures horse-
power, not jet thrust, You can tow a jet air-
plane backwards all over the field with a
truck, as long as vou start before the jel
picks up any forward motion. Yet we do
not suggest that the truck s “more power-
ful” than the jet. The search for absolutes
can lead us up many a blind alley, And, as
to that, anyone who wishes to compete in
a practical pistol match with a sackful of
rocks is welcome. We might even set up a
special trophy if we could find three or
more entrants,

For example, suppose we were to hold a
match for “concealable”™ weapons, or
what the police often call "backup guns”
What is concealable? We can’t very well
stipulate a two-inch barrel, can we? A two-
and-a-hall inch M-19 would be thus pro-
seribed, along with the three-inch Charter
Bulldog: as well as various autos that are
smaller than a Chiel or a Detective Spe.
cial. How do you define a pocket gun?
i And let's not use government edicts as a
guide, as we note in passing that it seems
AMERICAN HANDGUNNER e

SRy

- :
e WY

completely impossible for our friendly
government regulators accurately 1o de-
fine a “Saturday Night Special,” though
that does not stop them from trving 1o ex-
communicate it.). Obviously, il we stan
specifying inches and ounces we begin to
sound just like the busybodies we deery.
Anvtime we say “24 ounces” we cannot

explain why we didn't say 23, or 24%
What we might say is this: "Wear a suit or
sport coal. Turn around, slowly. If we
can't see that you are armed, your piece is
‘concealable.” ™ Then, in order to estab-
lish bottom lines, we could fire a “Plus P”
38 out of a Chief at the pendulum to es-
tablish a minor caliber base, and a 45
hardball out of a PD to qualify the major
calibers,

It’s interesting to see how some of these
theoretically hot potatoes perform. A lot
of loads that are technically *.357's" seem
to be illusory. A friend in the customs
serviee showed up carrving his “regula-
tion” 2'2" M-19 loaded with “regulation™
125's. This combination moved the plate
about 25% less than my wife's M-60,
using our basic business load for a 2" 38,
An honest 357, on the other hand {even a
4}, will slightly exceed G.1. 45 ACP. Bu
it needs both a big bullet and a big charge
o be “honest.”

Various observers have reported that a
full jacket may show a slightly higher A.C.
on the pendulum than soft lead—say 7%.
My own experiments are not conclusive,
but it is still @ good idea for contest offi-
cials to have some lead “factory equiva-
lent™ loads made up in advanee to handle
this point.

Description:
MK IV Shides

MHK IV Barrel & Bushing Kits
1911A1 Steel Frames

Combat Commander Slides

Combat Commander Barrels
Commander Length Steel Frames
Gold Cup NM Slides

Gold Cup NM Barrel & Bushing Kit
1911A1 Stainless Steel Frames
Commander Length Stainless Frames

1911A1 Stainless Steel Slides

Elliason Rear Sight Assembly

Gold Cup NM Front Sight

Sid Bell Pewter Stocks

WWIl European Commemorative Box
WWII Pacific Commemorative Box
Birdseye Maple Stocks w/Medallion
Silva Adjustable Hammer

Crown Spring Kit (the 6 .45 springs}
Crown Extra Power Recoll Spring
Reduced Power Recoil Spring

Calt Embroidered Patch

Pistol Rug for the .45 Auto

“Know Your 45 Auto Pistol” Book

g' CITY
ARMS
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First Time Offered!

COLT 45 Slides & Barrels

[ejector and plunger tube installed for $7.50 additional)

(stainless ejector and plunger tube installed for $10.00 additional)

(standard dove tail cut for rear sight; specify uncut if you want to install adj.)

PO Box 1126, Dept. AH
Cortland, New York 13045
Phone 607/753-0194

Coh 9mm and 38 Super Sides, Barrels and Past also svailable. For shippang, add $1.25 dor one nem
and 50 sach addmional nem. Send MO or Cashisr’s Check only with order; FFL required for frames.
Practically sll parts now avasilsble in stainkess a8 well as regular steel. For Bersiune on ntire bne inchading
kits sened . 50 and self -addrrased siamped No. 10 emvelope

List: Special:
52.95 42 .40 39.75
39.95 3l.16 29.96
49 95 39.95 5/180.00
50.50  40.490 37 88
24.85 19.88 18.63
4995 3995 5/180.00
6185 4948 46,39
3995 31.16 29,96
6600 4995 5/230.00
6600 4995 5/230.00

78.00 58.95 5/260.00

2155 17.24 13.20
2.45 1.95 1.82
3995 319% 2295
3500 28.00 24.95
30,00 24.00 19.95
1595 12,76 7.50
2195 1646 16.46
4.00 325 3/15.00
4.00 3.00 3/14.00
4.00 3.00 3/14.00
1.75 1.40 2/2.50
5.00 3ss  2/7.00
395 316 2/6.00
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While Peter, in his various manifesta-
tions, need not be exactly the same, he
should be weighted so as to span the
power range most likely to be encoun-
tered in evaluation. The protractor should
record some small response to a .22 ora
.25 ACP, yet should not go off the scale
when hit with a .44 Magnum. Most of the
time the instrument will be used to:

(1) Rule squib 38" out of the contest,
i2) Rule squib 45’ into the 38 class.
i3) Rule squib .357s into the 38 class.
i(4) Settle arguments about hot 9's and |
A80s,
Thus the usual range will lie between the
ALC. of the .38 warget wadcutter and that
of the .45 Colt.

The designer suggests that Peter be
used at a range of about six paces, At tha
distance precautions must be taken
against lead splash. A black patch on a
cardboard box may be used 1o establish
the exact point of aim. If Peter is placed
on the ground (rather than on a table or
pedestal) the suggested firing position is
prone. Non-center hits are disregarded,
and three-shot averages are recommend-
ed if calls are close. At a major contest al-
ways be sure to have two meters available
in case of breakage.

Devotees of practical pistol competition
have long been haunted by the “Spectre
of Two Point Five,” as we watched so.

called “combat”™ shooters enter competi-
tion with loads that would barely toss the
bullet all the way to the paper. It may be
advanced that such loads (ie, 2.5 of
Bullseye with a 148 WC) do measure
marksmanship, but they certainly do not
serve as a lest of practical ability. That is
why practical competitors are now tend-
ing to avoid calling their sport “combat”
shooting. The “Practical Pistol Course”
which is currently used in police “com-
bat” competition, was indeed first con-
ceived o be proctical, and it was more
practical than, say, the National Match
Course, But squibbing (among several
other things) has pretty well voided this
original concept, and now the P.P.C, has
been described to me as “simple target
shooting conducted in a quaint and curi-
ous pattern.” That's not 1o say it's easy,
Anvihing a lot of dedicated athletes strive
for among themselves is going to be lard
to achieve, from aerobatics to tiddlywinks.
But squib loads invalidate practical pistol-
craft, and Peter the Power Meter neatly

eliminates squibbing.

Evervhody should
have one!

MODERMN - DBSOLETE - FOREIGHN
DOMESTIC - MILITARY - SPORTING

Bow AH-1 Wast Hurley, New York 12481

NUMRICH ARMS CORP. |
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GETTING COPS TO SHOOT
By MASSAD F. AYOOB

Gun buffs and policemen alike be
moan the fact that the average
American cop i= a lousy pistol shot. For-
tunately, the average American erook is
even a sloppier marksman, which is the
main reason cops-and-robbers shootouts
produce more dead robbers than dead
vops . But the roster of dead cops is still
too long.

The practiced civilian handgun  buff
can usually outshoot the typical lawman.
Speaking a= a police officer, I'll admit that
freely. The average policeman will admit
il, too, because he could care less about
mastering his sidearm. 1'll always remem-

examine some ways that a smarl police
weapons instructor, backed up by an
understanding and sympathetie (if penni-
less ) ehiel of police, can entice his men to
develop combat shooting =kills on their
Wi

SHOOTING MEDALS. There is a
trend among state police and highway pa-
trol agencies to require each Trooper or
Patrolman to wear a shooter's badge over
his right breast pocket. A man who could
vare less whether he's listed as a Marks.
man (lowest) or Master (highest) in the
personnel file, takes the matter a little
more seriously when everyvone who looks

The average police officer would rather have a deluxe
Parker pen than a custom Smith & Wesson

ber the advice Lt Frank MeGee gave
around the time | was getling seriously in-
volved in teaching police combat. Frank,
who heads weapons training for NYCPD
ani has probably instructed more cops in
guns than any man alive, told me flatly:
“The average police officer would rather
have a deluxe Parker pen than a custom
Smith & Wesson.”

He's right. The lousy scores of most
cops on the pistol range are due to two
factors: police departments can’t afford
really intensive training programs, and in
the absence of that, most lawmen are dis-
ciplined to go out and learn these life say-
ing skills on their own time with their own
money.

Changing the police training priorities
and budgets are bevond the scope of this
article. They'd be beyond the scope of a
good sized book, for that matter. Let’s
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at him can see how he rates,

TROPHY PROGRAMS. Savvy depan-
snts like [llinois State Police have spe-
cial awards for top shooters and—es.
pecially important—{or most  fmproved
shooters al cach qualification shoot. Now,
whether or nol a man is into the sporting
or competitive aspects of shooting, he

knows damn well that a trophy on his
mantlepicee is a nice thing 1o have.
You've gol to have that “most im-.
proved” award, because if it's just a top
shooter thing, il shake down to one ar
two or three cops in the depariment or
Ilr1'1'i|'||;'l 0r 1“.-lril'l 'I.\.hu are |'|‘;{“:\ _|1|:||:|1|
and trade it off with each other every
month, and the seernge cop, the one
vou're trying Lo gel to with this program,
will soon give up hope of ever winning iL
In my department, the self-funded pistol
team donates a high shooter trophy and a
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There's a more effective fear 1o appeal
to. Every cop knows how easy it is 1o get
sued civilly, or charged criminally, for ex-
vessive use of force. I's something they
worry aboutl, something they want lo pro-
tect themselves against.

A while back, | worked with a certain
police department and a certain chief of
police, both of whe'll remain nameless, 1
was called in because the depariment’s
firearms instructor knew damn well that
his guys couldn’t shoot, and he was getting
a litde concerned about it. He didn’t have
a required qualification in his departmen,
and nobody showed up for the voluntary
qualification shoots he put on. The chief
agreed to provide ammo, but stated faltly
that he coulidn’t afford to pay the men to
come out and shoot, and dide’t feel he
could demand them to show up when they
weren't being paid to.

| explained to the chief that il one of his
guys ever serewed up and shot the wrong
person, the chiel and the department
would be legally lable for their Tailure to
train cach oflicer in the skills of marks-
m.‘mﬂhip and the ramilications of lethal
force. The few hundred dollars & vear it
would cost to put a good training program
into effect in his small department, 1 ex-
plained, was a drop in the bucket com-
pared to the six or seven figure damage
suit he could expect to lose if, God Forbid,
one of his guys put a bullet where it didn’y
belong becavse he hadn’t been trained 1o
know any better. 1 elinched the argumem
bw showing him a copy of the paper as-
sembled by the Massachusetts State Po-
lice, which explains in detail why the
“Doctrine of Sovereign  lmmunity™  no
longer protects police departments from
suits when one of their men misapplies
the deadly foree of his service gun,

He was convineed, He went to the Po-
most improved shooter trophy at each
qualification, and we team members dis-
qualify ourselves from receiving either,
It's the guys who aren’t into -I1uul1r|;_ on
their own who now have the incentive of
competing for the trophy, and they know
they aren’t shooting against * professional
marksmen”,

SCARE TACTICS. Paranoia is the oc-
cupational hazard of law enforcement,
abetted by the fact that it's one field of en-
deavor where a lot of people who meet on
the job really are “out to get vou,” in the
reallest possible sense. But it doesn’t seem
to work when you appeal to their survival
instinets. You, the instructor, tell them,
“*Hey, il vou don’t learn how to handle thay
piece you carry, vou're gonna gel wasted
some night.” And the patrolman replies,
“Ah, that'll never happen to me” Small
wonder: the constant danger of law en-
forcement work has the insidious effect of
insulating a man aguinsi the fear of dan-
ger: he forces it to the back of his mind,
because he knows that if he dwelt on the
subject, he'd become trigger happy or ob-
sessed with vielenee,
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* Accuracy
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¢ Maximum Shocking Power
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Full coverage of the World Practical Pistol Champion-
ships. A look at the competitors from around the world—
and their equipment

Exclusive new
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#45 — Belt, Metal
Lined Holster & Clip
Rig for .45 Auto, Browning 9mm
Hi-Power 5" barrels,
Special molded Sight-Channel
protects your sights. “Clip-
Grip," adjustable tension,
quick-draw mag. hold-
er and fully contoured
2% " non-slip, fancy
stitched suede lined
belt complete this
fantastic rig. Price:
$89.95 Complete.
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A Mag-Na-Ported Smith & Wesson Model 29 donated by
The Outstanding American Handgunner Foundation, Inc.
30016 5. River Road, Mt. Clemens, M| 48045.

1858 .44 CAL. STAINLESS STEEL REMINGTON
The rugged frame and top strap make this the
magnum of percussion revolvers, Every part with BAUER .25 CAL. AUTOMATIC
the exception of the grips and trigger guard is Stainless steel with a satin finish and simulated pearl
manufactured from corrosion resistant stainless Erip, 252" barrel, 10 ounce weight allow for easy

steel. From Navy Arms, 683 Bergen Blvd., andling. From Baver Firearms, 34750 Klgin, Fraser,
Ridgefield, NJ 07657, MI 48026,

4 w\ NORTH AMERICAN ARMS .22 LONG RIFLE

MINI REVOLVER

As compact as they come, this 345%™ Derringer is
conslructed of stainless steel and completety hand-
fitted. Contributed by North American Arms, 1 N.
American Bivd., Freedom, WY 83120.

HANDGUN PRIZES

from

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER
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DAN WESSON PISTOL PACK TWO CROSMAN MODEL 38T's

In .38spl or .357 Magnum the Dan Wesson P15-2VH COLT DETECTIVE SPECIAL Two winners will each get one of these quality double
comes with a carrying case, four interchangeable A favorite of law enforcement agents, action CO, revolvers. Perfect for punching targets,
front sight blades, an additional set of grips, a balt this .38 has a stubby two inch barrel, the Model 3BT is richly blued with cylinders holding
buckle and emblem. Presented by Dan Wesson Arms, uncomplicated sights, target grips and six .22 rounds. From Crosman Arms, 980 Turk Hill Rd.,
Inc., 293 Main 5L, Monson, MA 01057, blued finish. A gilt of Colt Firearms, 150 Fairport, NY 14450

Huyshope Ave., Hartford, CT 06102,

BEEMAN'S “ORIGINAL" MODEL 5
Air pistol in .177 caliber has a precision-
rifled barrel, match-type rear sight and

deeply checkered grips. A gift of Beeman's
KENTUCKY FLINTLOCK PISTOL Precision Airguns, 47 Paul Drive, Bldg. 6,

An exact, non-firing replica of the gun carried by i
Andrew Jackson In the Battle of New Orleans. A gift Sl RAE O D0
of Replica Models, Inc., 800 Slaters Lane,
Alexandria, VA 22314.

HK4 AUTOMATIC PISTOL

380 with a .22LR conversion kit has a
double action trigger and multiple safety
features. It combines high firing accuracy
with rugged dependability to offer
shooters versatility and safety. From
Hechler & Koch, Inc., Suite 218, 933 N.

STERLING ARMS MODEL 4005 .380 Kenmore St., Arlington VA 22201

This fine double action .380 is presented in
solid stainless steel. Safely is the reliable
rolling block. Given by Sterling Arms, 4436
Prospect, Gasport, NY 14067,




lice Commission with a request for addi.
tional funds to pay his men to come out
and qualify. He was turned down, He then
asked the Commissioners if they would
give him the authority to require the men
to shoot and qualify on their own time,
“No way,” replied the board of Commis-
sioners, civilians all. *You have no right 1o
make vour men perform police related
tasks without paying them the money

“Just_;‘é

~ g

iy ‘fl‘o

N

Dear 2. 7.

I waos up at Perry lost week, you
teers running it better than the mi
of the firing line saying,” Look at t
lier, if he hodn't always missed a
leather, put four strong hinges on t
the line. Al wasn't gonna take an
box up tight,

to Slim Jenkins, one of his teammy

Anyway, here's Al sittin on his g

Finally, he had to set up on the

the National .22 Championship.
“Commence firing," and Al had

and he fired his 10 shots in about

Al Hedden, he’s Border Patroi you remember, he had the lead in the
.22 aggregate comin up lo the last 30 shots. I've seen pistol shooters
miss relays by sleeping through them, forgetting to look at those little
tickets they give em {you were there the year Jim Camp's sittin back

dumhb so and so missed his relay—damn, that's my targel number,
that's MY RELAY!" Jim would've been national champ two years ear-

But Al tried to miss shooling a brand new way. He'd made himself o
new pistal box, covered it with some of that pretty hand carved Texas

hered that outsider who came to the Mid-Winters last year in Tampa
and started helping himself to o few things from boxes sitting hack of

Only he forgot and gave his car keys, along with the key to his box,

pick up some more of them liquid groceries, you know how them
Border Patrol boys love o “eat” when the shootin's over.

hits him—a locked box and no key, Everybody started helping him go
through his pockets, no key. The range officer puts out first call for the
relay, Al starts beggin a screwdriver that'd fit those hinge screws, he's
cussing and straining, he'd screwed them in to stay.

presentin yourself within 3 minutes, or you don't shool. Al was trying
to get those 15 screws out and one of his buddies offered to kick it
open for him, but Al had worked too hard on that new box, even for

the slow fire match, he'd never made it. Took him another 5 minutes

cleaned timed and rapid like always, and the aggregate was his, Firsi
.22 champ to ever walk off the line with his pistol box in 2 pieces,

we're not going to give you Lo pay them,”
The danger of the lawsuits was lost on
them: after all, it had never happened
before in this community, had ?

But the chief, by now, knew he had o
cover his own butt if one of his guys
fouled up and brought a lawsuit down on
everybody's head. He issued a memo to
cach of his men, siating that fircarms
training with free ammo and professional

Keep On..

oTING

shoulda come this year; the volun-
litary ever did.

hat blank space on Target 10, some

reloy sometime),

he lid, and a good lock. He remem-

y chances at Perry, he locked tha

ites, to go back to Port Clinton and

un box, his relay’s next, and now it

line, you know NRA's tough about

four screws to go. [t if hadn't been

3 minutes, and got a 97. Course he

WNat
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instructors was available if they wanted it

Because none of them were particularly
interested in shooting, only a couple
signed up.

In desperation, | counselled the fire-
arms instructor who had brought me into
the situation to go to one of the Police As-
sociation meetings and explain the situa-
tion to the patrolmen. The situation was
now this: “1f one of you puts a bullet in the
wrong place. there's going to be a lawsuit,
Normally, vou'd be legally invalnerable o
civil damage suits, since the fact that vou
hadn’t been trained would place the onus
of guilt on the department. However, what
has happened now is that the chief has
offered you the chance to learn, andl
there's no statute in this state that requires
him to pay vou 1o learn to shoot.

“What this means, guvs, is that if some-
body out there says vou did something
wrong, the chief can say, *10°s not my fault
he serewed up, | gave him the chanee 1o
learn how to use his gun properly and he
didn’t take i.” That leaves you, personal-
Iy, vulnerable 1o charges and suits that
van destroy your reputation and wipe you
out financially.

“The volumeer program is still open,
and chiel will still cough up the ammo,
and gentlemen, if you don't ke thm
course, you're leaving voursclves wide
open,”

The guys thought about it. Soon, the
gualification program began filling up.
Today, those cops may not worry the Se-
erel Serviee Pistol Team, but they're a lot
better shots than they were, and they've
got some good background in firefight
strategy and the legalities of lethal foree,
and thev're much better off than they
were, Some of them are even getting into
shooting seriously.

1 didn't like doing it that way. But it had
o be done somehow,

GUN CARRYING PRIVILEGES. Jan
Stevenson once said that any man who
could shoot Expert with the gun of his
choice should be allowed to carry it on
duty. This type of policy would be an enor-
mous incentive Lo the rank and file cops in
improving their marksmanship skills.
Even those officers who aren’t into guns
know damn well that their .38 revolvers
aren’t the best tools to help them survive
gunfights. 1f vou tell them, “OK, show us
that you can shoot good and we'll let you
carry a 357 Magnum or a .45 auto or a
14-shot 9 mm that you will feel more se-
cure with.” that's a damn good reason 1o
go down 1o the range and shoot and shoot
and shoot, even on their own time, until
they become relatively proficient.

You're also getting into a status thing.
Telling the men, “A good shot can carry
the gun of his choice,” is like telling them,
*Only the guvs good enough to qualify for
the Tactical Squad can wear leather
jackets on duty.” Like the leather jacket,
the 45 auto becomes an immediately vis-
ible status symbol, something that tells
everyone who looks at that cop, “This
JANUARY /FEBRUARY 1978



man is special: he s a proven amd ae-
complished professional!™ Cops respond
to that kind of thing,

Many departments would naysay this
approach for several reasons, One is uni-
formity: every member of the foree
should be identically dressed, many police
administrators feel,

What a crock, OK, they should all have
the same color coordinations in their uni-
form so vou can identify them as being
from the same department. But the only
time identical dressing counts for any-
thing s at parades, and your average cop
would rather stay home amd watch a
parade on TV than march in it. So long as
vou can ell that two or three officers are
{rom the same department, that's all the
uniformity vou really need on the street,

Some departments take the uniformity
1||i[]!_r Lin rilii"llll"l.l" EXLremes, .rii!' Il]i'l'l{
State Patrol requires all troopers to carry
their revolvers in eross deaw flap holsters
on the left hip: even left handed officers!
Une southpaw  lowa trooper told me,
“Trying to get that gun out of the holster
is o joke, | know damn well that in a fast
situation, I'd probably drop the damn
thing by the time 1 got through all the

gyrations that are necessary to get it out of

the leather and into shooting position!™ 1
know another PD where the men are for-
bidden to change the small factory grips
on their S&W maodel 10s; they can’t even
install grip adapters. The resull is a
hundred some cops who can’t shoot as
well as they could. But their guns all look
alike in the holsters. Good God.

If vou want uniformity, demand that ev-
ery officer stand exactly six leel one and
weigh exactly two hundred pounds. That's
not only laughable, but impractical and
unconstitutional. You could say the same
about the rules requiring officers to carry
identical guns and holsters, 1f you want a
nice looking parade, call the National
Grpard or the Cub Scouts or the drum and
bugle corps. If vou want an effective po-
lice force, give the men a litde latitude in
selecting and carrving  equipment  that
they re confident in and will do their best
job with.

Some will say that it's essential for
police to carry identical guns because they
may have to exchange ammunition in a
firefight. I'm still waiting for somebody to
show me a situation in which an American
policeman has ever had to swap ammo
with a buddy 1o survive a shootout,

Giving the man his choice of gun and
holster if he can shoot Master gives him a
terrific incentive to learn o shoot well and

safely, and increases that man’s effective-
ness s a police officer. Quite apart from
the improvement in his firepower, he's
now carrving something on his hip that
marks him as being better than the rank
and file, and that’s something he carries
proudly and wants 1o live up to. By
enhancing his image of himsell as a pro-
fessional, you're making him a better cop
in every way, not just a better shot
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I bee miee il every department could
do like LAPD, and give extra money every
month to officers who score over a certain
level in handgun qualification. But money
is the cruncher that keeps most police de-
partments from putting together really ef-
fective police training programs with fire-
arms ar other tools of the trade,

The frustrated police weapons instrue-
tor is going o have o circumvent depart-
ment budgets and go for approaches that
reach into the guts of the cops themselves
and make them want to learn and sharpen
the life-saving skills of combat shooting. 1f
he ean’t uge money as a lever, he can use
the “carrots” we've outlined above: status

symbols, an increased sense of personal
security, and a hedge against crippling
lawsuit=.

Mavbe someday every police depan-
ment will qualify once a month over a
realistic course with a highly effective
police handgun, and will pay bonuses 1o
men who can demonstrate that they're
more skillful in this area of their profes-
sion than are their brother officers. But
until then, the instructor is going to have
to entice, cajole, or blackmail his men
into learning on their own how 1o best
take care of themselves and the
vitizens they're paid to protect.

Salisbury, Rhodesia, August 31,
1977: The results of the World
Championships was announced,
and the U.S. Team, though beaten
by the Rhodesians by 1z of 1%,
showed that they came well pre-
pared.The results of the individual
scoring ran:

1. David Westerhout, Rhodesia

2. Peter Maunder, Rhodesia

3. Raul Walters, U.S.A.

4. Vidar Makling, Norway

5. Thomas Campbell, U.S.A.

A week before the World Cham-

WORLD PRACTICAL PISTOL CHAMPIONSHIPS

pionships, the South African Ma-
tionals were held, and U.S. Team
members swepl the first four
places in this order: Ray Chapman
(Sponsored at the matches by The
American Handgunner), Raul Wal-
ters, Ken Hackathorn and Thomas
Campbell.

Watch for the March/April issue
of The American Handgunner for
full details of the Matches and
some interesting comments from
Jell Cooper and Ray Chapman who
were on the scene.

SHAKE HANDS WITH

BROWNING
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Meet Browning's semi-auto-
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PUTTING A CRIMP IN YOUR CASE
By DAN COTTERMAN

EVERAL factors affect the consisi-
ency of performance we seek in
handloaded ammunition for pistols and
revolvers, In the case of revolvers there
are minor variations in chamber and bore
dimensions from one gun to another and,
more specifically, in chamber-to.chamber
dimensional differences within the
eylinder of any revolver, no matter how
precisely it is made. 1t also is a fact tha
the amount of flash gap will differ, not
only from one revolver to another, but on
the same gun when the measurement is
taken with the evlinder in different posi-
tions of rotation. It is fortunate that these

variations, if minor, do not significantly
influence shot-toshot pressures and es-
pecially fortunate in view of the fact that
their existence is generally beyond our
control.

We can, however, vontrol
when it comes to the amount of :'rirnp
used in the fixing of bullets, especially in
revalver loads. Here the load-to-load uni-
formity of erimp is as important as is uni-
formity of charge weight, bullet weiglt
anid ignition intensity.

Careful adjustment of the crimping die
is not always good enough because case
length, uniformity of trim and case wall

EXerCise

11666 McBean Drive
El Monte, CA 91732
213/442-2504

Adjustable Combal Sights
Extended Combat Safety
Serrated Matte Rib
Loaded Chamber Indicator
Long Grip Safety

Checkered Walnut Grips
Beveled Magazine Well
Serrated Frame

Wide Adjustable Trigger
Custom Fitted Barrel Bushing

TDE-AMT MARKETING

AMT .45 ACP HARDBALLER

Stainless Steel Construction

WEIGHT: 39 oz.
HEIGHT: 5'/:"
LENGTH: 8'/2"

For a Distributor in your area contact TDE-AMT MARKETING
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thickness will act individually or in com-
plement to cause variations in the amount
of crimp that results when a bullet s
seated.

Considering the foregoing, it is impor
tant, first of all, to separate cases to be re-
loaded according 1o their age (with a
thought to the number of times they've
been fired), their brand and, il possible,
according to manufacturer’s lot number,
The sorting out will augment or supplan
actual measurement of cach case wall, the
thickness of which will directly effect
crimping pressure,

While considering details, we will note
the fact that differences in rim thickness
also will have a direet effect on erimping,
since the case with the thicker rim will be
moved further into the die as the shell-
holder ram reaches the limit of its inward
stroke.

Among the several picayunes of uni-
form crimping is the significance of the
amount of chamfering that i= performed
on the outside of the caze mouth, While a
relatively fair amount of brass may be cut
away from the inside as an aid 10 better
bullet seating, the outside cut should be
no more than is absolutely necessary 1o
remove burrs, minor irregularities or the
sharp edge that may remain after the trim
cut is taken, A case mouth with oo much
outside chamfer will encounter the crimp-
ing cone in the die later (in the stroke of
the rwm) than will the case whose mouth
bears little or no outside chamfier, The dif-
ference will be minor, but should  be
noted, nonetheless,

Consider the cumulative effect of, say,
four or five factors that will act to cause a
greater amount of erimp to be set, Or, Tor
that matter, a lesser amount. A measur-
able change in pressure will result. Such a
change, though not necessarily dangerous,
will adversely affect the uniform perform-
ance and accuracy of handloads, irvespee-
tive of how much attention has been de-
voled to precision in other aspects of the
F]rif['t"."".‘i.

Next o die adjustment the most impor-
tant necessity in erimping uniformity is
consistency of case length, OF equal im-
portance is the need to have the case
mouth cut parallel 1o the surface of the
head. The latter will be achieved during
trimming if the edge of the cutter on the
trimming tool is parallel with the case
head, a function that will be achieved
automatically if the tool has been correct-
Iy aligned at the factory, the case itself is
true in its dimensional relationship and, of
course, if you exereise care in performing
the trim operation,

I have emphasized vonsisteney of case
length because, in using either a taper
erimp for autoloaders or a roll crimp for
revolvers, the case-to-case consistency of
length is considerably more important
than compliance with factory specifica
tions with regard to maximum or mini-
mum lengths, There is, of course, a more
critical need for compliance with autos
JANUARY /FEBRUARY 1878




where 1olerance should not exceed J004-
inch and, more ideally, 002 w 003-inch.

The situation with rimmed revolver
cases is not nearly as demanding. The
rimmed case, which has its headspace de-
termined at the forward surface of the
rim—instead of at the point at which the
mouth abuts a step within the chamber, as

i5 the case with rimless rounds for auto-
loaders—is somewhat less critical in the
matter of length, Caution should be used,
however, lest rimmed cases be shortened
so much that they no longer have sulfi-
cient length to meet the erimping cone in
the die.

Onee consisteney of length is achieved,
the nest most important thing to consider
is the amount of erimp necessary in each

loading situation. Generally speaking,
there is a direct relationship between the
bite that is needed o hold the bullet and
the magnitude of the propellant charge:
heavy load, heavy erimp; light load, light
erimp. The equation is, however, neces-
sarily modified by the type of bullet being
loaded. A cast bullet, for example, espe-
cially if cast soft, will be subject to defor-
mation through unnecessarily heavy
crimping while a jacketed bullet will be
[ess influenced.

A lurther relationship exists in the mat-
ter of the combustion rate of the propel-
lant being loaded. Crimp pressure, along
with seating depth, bullet weight and in-
tensity of ignition, has a definite influence
in the control of combustion efficiency,
especially in situations involving relatively
slow-burning propellants. The crimp, as a
retarding  factor, is, however, significant
in any combustion situation where ex-
panding powder gases are momentarily
confined.

At times it would seem that precision
handloading requires an inordinate devo-
tion o minor points of exactness. How-
ever, as handloaders, we seek something
better than can be dispensed over the
counter. In such a siwation we should
consider attention to the details of perfec-

tion part of what makes —‘

handloading worthwhile.

VEGA® )
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improwed functioning. $9.50 EACH

DEALER INQGUIRIES INVITED

R F{2) ACIFIC INTERNATIONAL

J215 ) ST AM PH SI8) 448 2007
BOX BOIY, SACHAMENTO, CA 95018 S

AGREEMENT ANNOUNCED

Universal Sporting Goods, Inc.,
announces they have reached an
amicable settlement of their pend-
ing patenlt and trademark litigation
with Mag-Na-Paort Arms, Inc., by en-
tering into a trademark license and
a consent decree acknowledging
the validity of Mag-Ma-Port's patent
and trademark rights in the field of
venting firearm gun barrels. Both
parties have stated that they hope
to cooperate in the future in the mu-
tual promotion of their respective
products and services.

1f you qualify otherwise, ¥you may
oblain a Federal License to buy and sell
guns, ammunition and accessories
without inventory . . . while you are still
a aredent at North American,

This means you can begin making
extra cash almost immediately — ordering
guns for others on a cost-plus basis
It also helps you get started toward a
husiness of your own ., . if that is
what you want after you graduate.

Mo Previous Experience Needed,

First and Only Complete Course

of its Kind. ¥ou ger ir all! How
to buy and sell guns . . . custom-
ize, repair and accurize them . . .
fit and finish stocks . . . do hand- s
loading . . . zero-in scopes . . . understand ballis-
tics . . . restofe antique firearms . .. use black
powder weapons...import guns. .. adjust
chokes . . . and answer every question about al-
maost anything in the field of guns, ammunition
or shooting!

Because you study at home, you can go as
fast as you want,..or take it as easy as you
wish, 5et your own pace. Finish the course in
maonths . .. or take up to two years. You are
guided each step of the way by our expert facul-
ty . ..and tested 1o make sure you understand
each lesson before you go on to the next.

When yeu complete the course, you will be
awarded a handsome Diploma that proclaims
you @ "GUN PRO." IU's suitable for fl'tl'l‘ling,
and you can proudly display it in your own shop

or wherever you work.

Morth Amesican School of Firearma, 4500 Campus D, Dept. NHOCT, Newport Beach, CA 926683,
JANUARY /FEBRUARY 1978
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LEARN AT HOME IN SPARE TIME-

L7 thing you need for a

‘ l'f fast start.

IN YOUR FIRST LESSON we reveal

u sacret of ballistics that cam increase
»o dramat

your husl
. . . ALL YOUR FRIENDS WILL BEG |
YOU TO SHOW THEM HOW TO DO IT!

The men you shoot with will searcely
belisve their syes when thay witness
your sensationally improved shooting
accurscy, (You may sven have trouble
belisving it yoursslll) It seems like a
miracio — yat, it's part of your train. I:
ing on the way to becoming & gun pre.
The way o it Is the simple appli-
cation of revealing new | thon
concerning ballistics that is sxplained
with a simple, easy-to-understand chart
that sccompanies your first lesson,

Start Now with NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE!

Think of the career opportunities: Counsling gun
buyers as a salesman in a gun shop, sporting goods store or discount house.
Manage a game farm, shooting club or range, You may even start your
own business — selling guns or repairing them.
It’s an exciting and satisfying life
for the man who loves guns.

COURSE INCLUDES tools,
honing stones, ebe. ... every-

Write for FREE
“ |nformation!

This big brachure is packed with information
about the future thal can be yours in the

gun business. It tells how you can train at
home for a rewarding carear that ollers more
fun than any other job you can imagine.

——— ——————————— — ——— —

Caresrs by Home-Study
I North American School of Firearms, Dept. NHOCT |
| 4500 Campus Dr., Newport Beach, CA 92663 |
| Rush me your FREE Brochure and full information |

that tells how to Make Money with Guns. No

And this in just one of the i I
ol mlm tios m o ] salesman will call. i
that will be revealed to you as you
progress throagh this exciting cowrse. l MNAME AGE |
| [
MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY _ il i
9 cITY STATE ZIP 4
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TRIPLE LOCK

By GORDON R. STARK

T FIRST GLANCE, the big S&W re-
volver appears to be a product of
the 1930°. More specifically, it looks sim-
ilar to the now retired 38-44, that mar-
velous “N” frame .38 Special that pre-
ceded the Model 27 .357 Magnum. Upon
closer inspection, the viewer finds a some-
what novel locking lug on the evlinder
crane which latches firmly to the frame at
a point just below the extractor rod,
Something new perhaps? Hardly.

From the standpoint of sheer beauty in
workmanship and cylinder lockup, the
gun is quite possibly the finest Smith &
Wesson ever made, the “New Century,”
Also referred to officially as the *1st
Model Hand Ejector™ and affectionately
referred to as the “Triple Lock,” this mas-

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER .

terpicce of crafismanship was a product
made in limited number during a brief pe-
riod spanning 1908 through 1915,

The term, *1st Model Hand Ejector™ is
a bit puzzling inasmuch as S&W assigned
that title to the lintle swing out evlinder .32
introduced in 1896, The big Triple Lock
not only was built on the “N" frame but
carried the classy looking extractor rod
housing as well. Thus, the confusion.
Quite possibly, the Smith people felt that
departure  from their well established
break-lops was reason enough to maintain
the title *1st Madel™ for awhile.

To the best of my knowledge, the Triple
Lock was the first 3&W produced on the
now very familiar “N” frame. Complete
with extractor rod shroud, this large re-
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volver set a style trend differing very litle

from 1-:1['.I.} "8 l.'lﬂ.l'riligh. Mt'il]l}. addition of

madern accessories to the Triple Lock
would render a profile barely distinguish-
able from the large frame Smiths of cur-
rent manufacture, All of which leads us to
the next puzeling item.

Since the small frame swing-out cvlin-
der Smiths were void of extractor rod
housings, what would prompt the firm to
literally go overboard on its large frame
15t Models? Could it be that the engineer-
ing department felt the shroud would
offer eve appeal? (Indeed it does.) After
all, the 4 American Model, even though
a breakiop, did come with a somewhat
diminished shroud and the oft maligned
Merwin & Hulbert revolvers of the late
19th century very definitely had beauti
fully proportioned housings gracing their
A2, 38 amd A barrels. So, while the con-
cepl was nol exactly new, that Smith
would have employed the shrouds on their
Ist Model =N frames gives us something
to think about. To this writer, it appears
the Ist and 2nd Models got reversed!

Why all the fuss about the shroud?
Simply because some like it while others
shun it. Aside from its [unetional aspect,
Lew protection of the rod, the housing
adids a most pleasing esthetic wouch, 1f vou
doubt this for one moment, | invite vou to
look at the recent lood of Smith competi-
tors that have added extractor rod hous-
ings to their lines.

Meanwhile, back to 1914, Having en-
tered World War 1 nearly 3 vears before
we did, the British were most anxious for
Smith & Wesson to fill an order of *N”
framed models to handle their 455 Mark
11, the same cartridge that found its way in
to 300,000 Webleys. Apparently the Brit-
ish ordnance was aware of the fortheom-
ing 2nd Model Hand Ejector as that is
what they really wanted, However, they
did allow S&W to send 5,000 Triple
Locks and fill the balance of the order
with 2nd Muodels,

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER o

With cylinder open, the third lock—plunger on bottom of ejector rod
shroud—is readily apparent. Note British proofs at top of frame.

Thanks 10 Smith’s historian, Mr. K. G.
Jinks, we are in an excellent position 1o re-
cap the picces manufactured for England.
OF the 74,555 revolvers produced, the
first 5,000 were Triple Locks and the re-
maining 69,755 were 2nd Models. An
least, that’s the way the transaction is re-
corded. But, there are always those little

exceptions and this is but part of the joy of

collecting.

The serial number of my priged piece is
#3004, According to Mr. Jinks, there was
undoubtedly a slight overlap in the con-
tract and my Triple Lock was one of them,
As you can well imagine, I'm chomping at
the bit wondering how far the overlap ex-
tended or if indeed, 1 may very well have
the last of the British Triple Locks, insofar
as serial numbers i= concerned. | am rea-
sonably sure our good editor would wel-
vome letters from readers helping to es-
tablish the top end of the sequence,

Our English cousins expressed dissat-
isfaction over the Triple Lock because it
T r'iFh‘.'li Loy ““.“'ha“ “.l‘igilt'd Loy I""['I}?
Really! By today’s standards, the picee lit-
erally floats out of your hand but then, it
must be realized, there were no 45-50
ounce N frames extant 600 plus years
ago, The extra 2 ounces or so that make
up the weight of the shroud may very well

Meticulous fit of the sideplate
to frame makes the Triple Lock
a model of how it should be done
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indeed have caused an appreciable differ-
ence Lo the heft and feel between 181 and
2nd Models, Be that as it may, the per-
centage of British ordered Triple Locks
from the total order is small enough 1o
make said items dandy for the collector,
especially, those that have not been butch-
ered by “alterations.”

Actually, any Triple Lock in original
condition is ideally suited for collectors. A
mere 20,000 or so were made, most of
which were chambered for the super de-
sirable .44 Special but a few did come off
the line in 4440 and .45 Long Colt. It
stands to reason that if you can grab one
of the “5,000" British or 15,000 com-
mercial, vou'll have yoursell quite a piece.

Unlike many military contract pieces,
the British weapons were so similar to the
commercials as to require very close in-
spection. The former came from the fac-
tory with the same precision fit, mirror
polish blue and checkered grip panels that
characterized the commercials. The Brit-
ish contract picces, of course, do bear dis-
tinctive proofs on the left side of the
frame and, il in original conditicn
throughout, will chamber only the (455
Mark 11 cartridges,

The 455 cartridge in lactory loaded
form sends a ponderous 265 grain slug
oul at the breath waking speed of 600 fps.
Yer, even today, there are many who
would readily stake their lives on it as a
stopper. Had the British redoced  the
weight of the bullet and jazzed up the ve-

(Continued on page 65)
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Despite Restrictive Legislation, “Down Under”
Handgunning is Booming!

NLIKE the U.S.A., the States in Aus-

tralia have airly uniform handgun

laws, with the Federal Government taking

no part in the administration of these laws

excepl in the Australian Capital Territory
and the Northern Territory.

The state laws mentioned above are
uniform—uniformly  difficult, that is—
and sporting handgu as practived in
America bears little resemblance to that
in this part of the world.

The private use of handguns has [
very strictly controlled sinee the 1920°
and until 1956, private ownership of
handguns for sport was simply out of the
question. Any researcher who wishes 1o
get some statistics together o oppose e
strietive gun laws, would find a fertile area
for research in Australia, The tight restric-
tions on pistols have been in foree for fifty
vears, vel the majority of armed erime is
committed  with  unlicensed  handguns,
rather than with rifles or shotguns which
are readily available without restriction,

Following appeals from various organi-
gations at the time of the 1956 Olympic
Games in Melbourne, the pistol licensing
laws were changed to permit the owner-
ship of pistols for target shooting. At that
time there were three LS.UL (International
Shooting Union) matches—Free Pistol,
Rapid Fire and Center Fire—and on this
basis a pistol shooter was allowed o own
three target pistols. This has since been
expunded as the L3.U, matches have been
expanded to include Standard Pistol, La-
dies Mateh, Air Pistol and recently Black
Powder matches, This, in theory, allows
Wisren "-I'HH“I"F.\ Lin oW S VEn I'i"'l”l"' ||"1i
men shooters only <ix—taking womens’
liberation too far.

There are some variations from state (o
state, but the regulations used by New
South Wales, the most iluimluun State

24

with most of the nation’s pistol shooters,
are representative of the problems faced
by Australian handgunners generally,

There are two classes of leenses avail-
able to handgunners, The Class 5 license,
or “open’ license, allows the licensee 1o
carry the pistol on his person, anywhere in
the state, These licenses are only issued 1o
individuals involved in handling  large
sums of money, and to farmers and
graziers,

In years gone by, taxi drivers, doctors
and businessmen could get one of these li-
censes without  great  difficulty. Sinee
1975, many such licenses have been re-
voked amnd some political problems result-
ed when the Firearms Registry—adminis.
tered by the New South Wales Police—a-
tempted to prevent re-issue of licenses 1o
farmers and graziers, Their powerful orga-
nization soon put a stop to that

Handgun hunting is not a valil reason

Cw® Waithebs
Waltesfahon Lo iMe

Handgunning
In Australia

to obtain such a license, Only rare individ-
uals who have obtained a personal hand-
gun for other business and have a coinei.
dental interest in hunting are able to enjoy
the sport. There are no loopholes in the
"F-‘"l”“l.

Other recipients of Class 5 licenses are
bank officers, security officers and police,
The licenses are issued o the organization
and it then issues s pistols aceordingly.
Even Police are not permitted to use these
weapons ofl duty, even for target shoot-
ing, without special permission, Hardly a
system conducive o encouraging profi-
ciency with their handguns,

Target pistol shooters are fssued only a
Class 5 license aml American readers
should be interested in what can happen
when bureaveracy gets the upper hand,
Take a deep breath:

The aspiring handgunner must first join
a registered pistol elub. Joining fees aver-
age about 320, with annual fees about
g4, A probationary period of up 1o 3
months i= mandatory before full member-
ship is granted.

Unee the shooter has been admitted 1o

The Walther GSP chambered for the .32
SA&W Long is gaining in Aussie favor

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER =
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the cluby he s eligible o apply for a li-
vense. Each license is -ill'l'il-ll' Lis @1 Ili!ﬂil'll'
lar pistol and choice of pistol muost be
made in advance. Now comes the paper-
work.

\ lorm =l |:|r ulll._lir'n'li Trivm I,||1' i |ll||
secretary stating that the applicant is a
hona-fide club Another Torm
must be then oltained from the dealer,
giving details of the pistol, serial number
and dealer's license number. These two
forms are then taken to the police station
nearest o the shooters home, The appli-
cant then fills out a pistol leense applica-
tion form and these three forms, plus a
character reference from the (Officer-in-
Charge of the station, are lorwarded 1o the
Central Firearms Registey in Svidney, A
new applicant may wait up to 4 weeks
while this paperwork is processed amd in-
formation checked,

The license is eventually posted 1o the
applicant, but because it lacks a cash regis-

miemlaer,

ter imprint {for a dollar) the dollar must be
enclosed and the license posted back to the
Firearms Hegistry. 1t's not over yet!

The endorsed license is then sent back to
the local police station who advise the [
censee of its arrival. He picks the license
up from there, and hotfoots it to the deal-
er, pieks up the pistol, and brings the pis-
tol and license back to the police station
where serial number is checked against
that on the license. The police issue an in-
spection certificate which is sent 10 Syd-
nev, Tha is !

The reason behind the above system will
escape mosl logical readers, as il = unnec-
easarily unwieldy,

The license remains in force for 1 vear,
and a renewal is issued prior 1o the due
date, the only condition being that the pis-
tol is inspected by the local police and an

Th

fralian National Pistol Championships,

e Adelaide Pistol club, shown below, was the sight of the

i][hiwl'linul certificate 15 ssued |rru'|.'i1iq'||
club status is verified.

The target license = conditional on a
numbier of regulations, These are;

Hegular attendance at club shoots—nar-
mally twelve attendances per year.

The pistol must only be used on a i
censil pistol range and can only be trans-
ported Trom the shooter's home to such a
range,

Believe it or not, thousands of shooters
are prepared to go through this awlul pro-
vedure, Pistol .'-|I.u-u|.i.lllrt i= o of the fostest
growing sports, and very few areas are far
away from a pistol elub

International Shooting Union (LSLU)
matches are the dominant competitive
force in the Australian pistol shooting pro-
.;_'1'|IJI!. r':u:|=|lr.lll Irihltlrh ||||I|Ii1|.|l|' I|||'-|'
competitions, as they do on an interna
tiomal level, and the LS. made Hi-Suan.
dards, Smith and Wesson's and Colls are
not widely used exeept in the case of Center
Fire, where S&W K-35 are very popular.

1976 saw the introduction of two new
matchis to this lincup, the Serviee Pistol
Match based on the %) shot U8, combat
vourse and the Black Powder Match, the
rules for which have not vet been officially
formulated at the time of writing, National
Championships will be shot in these two
matches for the first time in 1977.

Taking each mateh in turn, and in order
ol -|'||.i|||'i1'l.. Fl'm' I’i'-1u| ]ll:'.'h!-- Illr‘ 1i-~|. and
the pistols used are highly specialized and
expensive, and unsuited for use in any oth-
er matches

The most popular Free Pistol olserved
I the writer a the 1977 National Cham-

1976 Aus-
and boasts excellent facilities




The Russian MTZ2 is highly re-
garded among Australian Free
Pistol competitive shooters.

The expensive Hammerli
hampered only by ils cost in
finding Australian acceptance.

150 is

pionships is the Russian TOZ35, an ex
tremely accurate and reliable gun which
currently holds both Auwstralian and
World Records.

At 2400, they cost about hall as much
as the Swiss Hammerli 150, which they
equal in performance. The older Russian
MEUL is still used in fair numbers. The
MELU1 has a reputation for having a less
robust set trigger than the TOZ35.

A popular pistel for club shooters is the
Brono Drulov, made in Czechoslovakia. It
lacks the refinements of its more expen-
sive relatives, but has a simple setl trigger
system and good accuracy,

The Rapid Fire match onee again uses
very specialized pistols, based on the low
velocity .22 Short cartridge. Walther,
Hammerli, Unigue and LG Domino
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The Hammerli
gun among the Aussie Standard
Pistol and Ladies’

208 is the top

shootlers.

have developed very competitive pistols
that will produce world class performance
out of the box. All have their barrels
drilled through the top, venting propellant
gas upward to minimize recoil movement.
Orthopedic grips and fully adjustable trig-
ger systems are standard. Hussian pistols
are popular with a few top Australian
shooters, These are Margolin Rapid Fire
Pistols, not good performers in standard
trim, but extensively modified by their
owners to come up lo the level of the
Western European pistols,

Ammunition used in these pistols in.
cludes special Rapidfire ammo made by
Winchester's Australian plant, although
many shooters consider this ammo too
thard” and prefer the lower velocity Eley
or RWS, cach of which the writer has

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER =

chronographed at 50 feet per second be-
low the BOO fi/second level of the Win-
chester rounds.

The Center Fire mateh is the most popu-
lar event on the shooting program. The .38
Special is used by %% of center fire shoot-
ers and S&W K.38s predominate.

S&Ws Model 19s, Colt Troopers, Py-
thons and a few N frame S&W's make up
the balance of the revolver ranks,

Surprisingly, S&W Model 52 auto’s have
never gained much of a following, although
the much more expensive SI1G-Hammerli
240 is seen in increasing numbers in spite
af its 3800 price tag. The .32 caliber has be-
come increasingly used by top shooters in
the last few vears, and pistols in this caliber
have accounted for the major placings at
the National Championships for the past
three years.

The Russian .32 TOZ 36 revolver, based
on the Nagant system, has a eylinder which
moves forward when the pistol is cocked.
The bullets are seated below the neck of
the case, and the case neck moves into the
barrel, sealing the joint and aligning each
chamber perfectly. These weapons are im-
ported erratically from the USSR and
are not readily available. Their reputation
is very high and they helped put the .32 on
the map in this country,

The new Walther .32 S&W Long auto,
hased on the OSF/GSP rimfire target pis-
tols has rapidly hit the top, winning the
Waorld Centerfire Championships in Berne
in 1974 in its first major competitive out-
ing. Hammerli has recently introduced a
32 conversion unit for their 240P auto-
loader, recognizing the competitive edge of
the smaller caliber over the (38,

Srill the top-dog with the Cen-
ter Fire and Combat pistol com-

petitors is the Smith K-38.
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Many women participate in the [.S.U. sanctioned malches, These shoofers
from the HNlawarra Pistol Club shoot the Duelling series of a match.

Many club shooters have tried desper-
ately to obtain K-32's and this year ( 1977)
has seen one dealer importing S&W .32
barrels and eyvlinders to convert existing
K-38's, such is the interest in the caliber.
The revolvers are much less expensive than
the 240 Walther.

The Sandard Pistol Match—almost
identical to the N.R. AL course except for its
smaller targets—uses similar pistols. Ham-
merli 206", Walther GSP's, Domino 602's
are the most competitive pistols in this
category, followed by Unigue DES69's
S&W41's, High Standards and Browning
Match 150°s which have a good following
ot club level. Russian Margolins, Rugers,
Beretias are wsually preferred by casual
shooters

Iperial Metal Industries (LML) make
several tvpes of pistol ammao in Australia,
and produce a special very low velocity
Long Rifle ammo for low recoil in this
match, In the writer's 5V  barreled
Domine 602, this ammo averages B30 feo
per second compared 1o just 1000 feet per
second with Winchester Leader and 930
feet per second with Eley Tenex.

AIR PISTOLS

Air pistols—considered as  dangerous
weapons—are subject to the same restric-
tions as those firing live ammunition. Ney-
er the less, this match is very popular, with
the larger clubs building exeellent indoor
facilities 1o accommodate the match for
both day and night shooting,

The German Feinwerkbau M65 is used
by 809% of shooters at all levels, Hammerli
CO2 pistols and Walther LP's make up the
balance, and in fact the Walther holds the
present Australian record. Many women
shooters cannot cock the pneamatic Wal-
thers and this has not helped their accept-
ance, in spite of their otherwise excellent
'I.K"rEiirlTlEln"l.".
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The Service Pistol mateh is still in its
formative stages, and most shooters use
their conventional centerfire weapons for
this match. Those shooters specialize in
combat shooting are going more for auto-
loaders, and 3&W 52's and Hammerli
2405 are making life difficult for the re
volver shooters,

Competitive pistol shooting is very well
organized at Club, State and National lev-
el, with National coaching programs avail-
able, and an active competition program,
throughout the year.

This contrasts with those using hand-
guns professionally, especially the police,
who's handgun training is virtually non-
existent. In NSW.. only rudimentary

training is given to law enforcement offi-
cers, and according to my contaets in the
force, only 20 rounds practice per year for
annual ‘gualification’ is required.

POLICE SITUATION

Each State has a single police force,
whoze members are shifted around the
state aceording to seniority and local re-
quirements, so every officer is governed by
the same regulations and answer 1o the Po-
lice Commissioner in his State. The
N.SW. police have been changing their
sidearms from a motley collection of re-
volvers and .32 autoloaders, 1o 3&W M10
.38 Special revolvers, There are no inter-
state service competitions, to the writer's
knowledge, organized by the State Police
forees, and no official encouragement 1o do
so, so the standard of proficiency with the
handgun, for the majority of police officers
is low.

The private security services are more
active in keeping their operatives trained in
handgun use.

Such is the status of handgunning in
Australia at the moment. Pressure is being
applied for similar restrictions to rifles and
sholguns, as are in foree for pistol owner-
ship, by anti-gun groups both in and out of
politics in N.S.W. The crunch is expected
to come in 1977, Shooters are actively try-
ing to prevent such legislation seeing the
light of day, but have very little political
sway, so Lhe situation is not good. We have
no Second Amendment to fall back on—so
wir have to learn
Ly !'il'lu‘ i!.

tralian pistol

The Russian TOZ 35 lree pistol
is highly regarded by the Aus-
competitors

The Italian Domino. 602 Standard

Pisto! is one of the most ad-
vanced weapons of its type; highly
thought of by the Australians.
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TAKING

Tatonka

WITH A HANDGUN

By J. D. JONES

Pri\-‘.‘llu' individuals were mostly  re-
sponsible for preserving the remain-
ing buffalo. A few National and State
Parks oltained pairs from private sources
and began to develop their own herds.
Yarks such as Custer and Wind Cave in
South Daketa; Yellowstone and a few In-
dian Reservations began providing sur-
plus animals to others in the 20s and 3.,
By the 50s and 6is small private herds
had sprung into existence nationwide, At
present, its estimated 50-60.000 buffalo
exist in the U5, and Canada.

Buffalo are the largest game animals of
North America. A mature cow will weigh
Lo pounds. Bulls will average 1,500
pounds and many will weigh over a ton,
They are relatively docile by pature, al-
though quite unpredictable. It's generally
wisest 1o always give a buffalo plenty o
room. The size of bulfalo will vary aceord-
ing to his dict. Custer State Park, Hermo-

The magnificent bull buffale i

" v . .':'. .....1 3 i " .. 'l..l -_. j ." Jr* : i.‘. 2 :
RN S I AT LN T il K

s, South Dakota i in the heant of buffalo
country and furmishes a habital as natural
as can be found for them. As in almoest any
Park situation, the large natural predators
succh as mountain hons, wolves and grizely
are no longer included in the ceo-system.
They are of course important, but people
on the perimeters of parks will simply not
tolerate them. Their effectiveness in pro-
viding a balance of nature with animals as
large as bulfalo are also open to question.
Wildlife numbers and their effects on
runge conditions must be carefully moni-
tored. The forage requirements of large
numbers of buffalo are staggering.
Originally, hunting by private  indi-
viduals in Custer State Park was forbid-
den and the culling of surplus animals was
performed by park rangers. The meat was
2old to the public and revenue from the
sale went to the parks operating funds,
T'ﬂl 1_.|||'|-;.'I.'|.un|i. I:i]'t"l.'tl:lr ul.{:u"-h'r f":'lzl.ll‘
Park, stated; “The original purpose and
ultimately the primary funetion of any

& the author's challenging handgun quarry
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public park is o preserve and protect the
arcas beauty and its wildlife, When the
South Dakota Department of Game, Fish
& |}urk.- lIl'i'inl'd Ty |r|H'|:| I|'||' EH“_I'.\ Lo d'oni-
trolled hunting in Custer State Park, they
did it with an open mind. That is, they did
ot lose sight of the wildlife's aesthetic
vilues, nor did they ever at any time put
hunting as the primary function con-
nected with wildlife. They did however,
take into close consideration the lack of
big game hunting opportunities in South
Dakota, Other than deer and antelope and
an vecasional token elk season, lintle was
to be offered. Heavy requests by sports-
men 1o be offered the gold opportunity of
hunting trophy sized animals in o public
park where they were being culled annual-
Iy anyway, was too convincing to be de-
nied. Thus in 1965 the first public hunting
season was allowed in Custer State Park.

Elk. being a highly sought alter game
animal, led the way to the Park’s first pub-
lic hunting season. Later, big horm sheep,
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{TONKA—the fiend, shelter, clothing, life and culture
of the aneient Plins Indians wis r.{f'rmn‘.\r': the Buf-
Sulo—ithe American fison,

The buffulo came from Asin over the Bering Strait
lanel bridlge to North America about 25,000 yvears ago anid
probably again aboue 12,000 years ago when ice free cor
rielors agiin Hf.m"r.lr'nf in the ghn'l'r.rf ITEESS,

f.ﬂ‘.‘u'r'mrx.’_r they were welf rufﬁph'tf to the Great Plains
as an estimaded 3000 million of them roamed at the time
Gl imbis discovered Ameriea,

The various Plains Tndians dived well compared o
many of their counterparts in other areas of the country
anel worled, The f;i{ﬂr'tfr! seees second andy to the Great .“;Irjfr-
it and furnished evervthing needed to sustain o relatively

rich fife.

pronghorn, wild trkey and bulfalo were
added o the list. Because of the limited
number of permits allowed for vach spec.
ies, the Park’s humting opportunities were
limited to South Dakota residents only.
Buffalo was one exception, simply be.
vapse the interest ol South Dakotans was
not great enough 1o adequately harvest
the annual surplus.

All hunts within the conlines of the
Park are held under tight controls and are
closely guided, Animals harvested  are
carefully selected through a survey proc.
ess, AL no time does Park administration
lose sight of its original goals aml ob-
jectives, The importance of displaving
wildlifee in its natural state is always in the
foreground of hunting policy and rule
making.”

I might add that nothing in the Park
rules or hunting policies detracts from or
interferes with an interesting, challenging
hunt.

Hunting with a handgun is a sport that
has been rapidly growing. The Interna-
tional Handgun Metallic Silhouette As-
socigtion is the fastest growing organiza-
tion around and its competition targets
are metallic silhouettes of animals. Al the
rate it's producing excellent long range
handgun shooters, its effect in the hunting
areas will soon be felr, (LHAMS.AL, Post
(MTiee Box 1358, Manhattan Beach, CA
Q266). As it is now, an amazing number
of handgunners are afield with just about
every caliber and type handgun imagin-
able. Quite a controversy exists over what
caliber handgun is suitable for what type
game anid effective ranges,

To add a bit 1o the controversy, 1 per-
sonally feel the (357 Magnum revolver is
strictly for the expert handgun hunter and
very marginal on medium game such as
dleer or boar under field conditions. In
general, | feel most of the guys that pick a
357 for a hunting handgun have been
reading oo much Dick Tracy. In the

The steady,
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rasled, siftling position,
back in hearty recoil

”nn.ri'up. vt feneds r-:’mn,::r-rf_.l‘m.«n the most basice, prritni-
tive methods to the relatively easy methods possifile when
the Inidians wequired the hoese in the Tt century,

H-'r-.rh Hrrr' mlfn':r{ r-,l"Jruu'sr'.\ H:r' .\!‘umfu'r]’r' u'u'!.lrrn-ull fn';_-;r”r.
Wast simply, if one was available, stempede the buffalo
voer a cliff and exll the tribe out for K. Riding besiede
stampeding buffulo and shooting them with areows aned
.\c.'m‘.lfn'ug them with lances was also effective frf!‘ﬁnrigfr
tlowened animals would be widely seattered.

The advancement of civilization and settlement of the
Ceread Plains docmed Tatonka, He was rn”:.fi'n‘.ﬁf_\ Jrosenpied

Sor his tongue aned hidle and simply killed beeawse he was

a nuisance to farmers and ranchers, By the TE8Os anly o
ferw remained in isoluted growps, [ts estimated that at
ane finee less than SO0 b flale existed.

the shot and the big gun comes
The buff has taken the shof in mid-spine
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hands of an expert, who is willing to pass
up many shots and knows the capability of
the 357, it's effective. Few handgunners
have this expertise and experience in the
field—blowing holes in paper or tin cans
doesn’t mean much in deciding whether
to shoot or not in the woods,

Jeff Cooper, who | know and have a lot
of respect for, considers an animal weight
of about 800 pounds about tops for a
handgun. | respect Jeffs apinion and have
never had the opportunity to discuss it
with him, but I would certainly like to.

In any event, several years ago | de-
cided to try 1o 1ake a buffalo with a hand-
gun. Not many of these opportunities ex-
ist, and my investigation showed the most
likely place 1o get a prime large buffalo
was Custer State Park. The hunt was set
up through Tal Lockwood, Park Director.
The Park reserves the right to OK the

guns used. 17 they are not convineed it will
be effective they will not permit its use.
They also recommend shooting in the
head or neck.

The permit fee for a buffale is
S1000.00,

Dac Porter, a friend and hunting com-
panion decided to try the buffalo with a
270, his favorite hunting cartridge. | had
originally intended to use a 10.5" scoped
“H Auto Mag of my own bul a conversa-
tion with Lee Jurras ended with Lee going
along to take photos and furnishing a
Custom 10,5 Bull Barreled scoped
*Grizzly™ model Auto Mag and ammo to
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iry out on the buffalo. For obvious rea-
sons, it was decided to use commercially
available components in the whole rig.
Lee ended up doing the load development
which turned out to be 29.0 grains of WW
680 behind the Hornady 265 grain .44
bullet. Velocify from that particular barrel
was [ 770 Lps A Leupold MB-2X scope
topped the rig in Maxi-Mounts. One hun-
dred yvard accuracy from the sandbags was
on the order of consistent 2.2%: inch
groups. That's not really anything 10 brag
about and 1 feel accuracy suffered some-
what due to crushing the bullet noses a bit
in seating them to a workable overall

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER  we

With the empty hull from his
first shot caught in mid-air
above his shoulder, the author
gets on for a follow-up shot

Sighting in the .44 AMP Griz-
zly. The heavy bull barrel pro-
vides a steady hold and helps
to dampen the recoil effect

length on top of that powder charge. 've
never tried the load in any of my Auto
Mags but it was not excessive in that one;
however if anyone is inclined to try it in a
1 incher, back off a couple of grains to
begin and see how it behaves,

All 'm willing to say about Doe’s rifle
load is that he doesn’t have any trouble
with it in a very nice Costom 270 and it
drives a 150 grain bullet at a bit over 3200
f.ps.

After pushing Doc’s three quarer ton
Chevy from the eastern border of Ohio to
Hermosa, South Dakota through snow,
sleet, and freezing rain and Torgetting the
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name of the motel where we were o meel
Laws | knew 1 was ofl 1o my usual start,

This time 1 was wrong, as we had three
uninterrupted davs of sunshine and mild
(refatively) temperatures,

“.1' |'hq'|'L1'1| iillu IIII:‘ I".l!l'l\.. .]IIIE lli‘--
cussed the hunt with Harold Lundie whao
filledd us in on all essential information. A
late afternoon drive through the Park re-
vealed several things. The Park ftsell is
big and beautiful. 1t's one hundred square
miles vary from the typical rolling hills of
the high plains to some fairy respectable
hills and canvons. Mount Bushmore is
only a thirty minute ride and Harney
Peak, (el 7242) the highest point cast of
the Rockies is very elose to the Park. Big
game in the Park consists of buffalo, elk,
deer, mountain goats, big horn sheep and
antelope. In three days we failed o see -
I:hl'l l|||' ‘-l‘li'i'FI i gtlﬁth, Hu“;ll.u .'I|.I|HJI1||
and the problem in hunting them s not
finding them—it"s a problem of Gnding
which one 1o shoot. For someone unfamil-
ir with them they all look big but not
many are really worth o S 1LOOO trophy fee,
Here is the place to listen 1o the Ranger
who accompanies you.

During our first afternoon we just
looked. We saw several hundreed bulfalo
but only a few that looked 1o us to be out-
stunding in size. The hides of all of them
appearcd 1o be in werrifie shape. We were
hunting in the second week of December
aned most of the country had experieneed
sonme decidedly cool lemperatures,

One bull, on the fringes of a herd of

about 30 animals, appeared 1o be guite
unigue, He was hig—cansiderably larger

than any of the others; the bases of his

horns were hadly eroded and the tips worn

down, From the looks of the number of

girdled and dead trees in the Park the bul-

falo give them a rough time.

Early the next morning we found a spot
to try out the 44 AMP Grizzly before
hunting. Lee had sighted it in with the 265

grain load just about an inch high at 100

vards, The Grizzly is a massive handgun.
lt= 10.5" barrel is B50 inches in diameter.
It has no iron sights and carries the 2X
Leupold in a black anodized aluminum
Maxi-Mount, It is custom tuned and the
stainless barrel und extension are presen-
tation polished. Grips were handmade of
white micarta. Mag-Na-Porting is pretty
much standand on Lee™s Custom Auto
Mags, but this gun wasn’t quite linished
and wasn't yet ported. | had some reserva-
tions about what the recoil might be with
the loads intended for buffale but was
quite pleasantly surprised at how the bull
barrel dampened recoil. After setting up
an empty cigarette pack at B0 paces |
rl.‘.‘-ti'lj lill.‘ Eun adross I]I.I." h"l:Hi |.|[III||.' |:.u||.r
wheeler and squeczed off with the inter-
section of the cross-hairs under the bot-
tom af the target. The cigaretie pack wem
Nying from a hit near its wop. There was a
resultant splatter of bark and jee as the
265-grainer dug into Frozen wood, A few
more shots from the resting position con-
vinced me the sights were on, Several rap-
il aimed three shot bursts off-hand guick-
ly showed the gun pointed well; recoven
time from shot to shot was quite aceept-
able and much faster than my own 10,5"
plain barrel (357 AMP with a scope on it
{ For additional info on the custom AMPs
drop a card 10 L. E. Jurras, P, Box F,

the author's
the big bison be-

Recoiling from

titth shot,

gins to come down. The blur
at the left is the .44 AMP
Grizzly auteo in full recoil,

88232)

A short time later we were glassing bul-
falo with our guide Harvev. After having
spent about three hours looking lor exeep.
tionally good buffale, Harvey spoited a
siall band of bulls and after looking them
over with the Bushnell 20045X spotting
SCOpe, we decided 10 cheek them out at
close range. Surprise # 15 it wasn'l as casy
s il |n:|L| d and the buffalo were difficult
to approach as they simply melted into the
shadows at the edge of the timber. They
did look big though, and Harvey allowed
as how he didn’t think we would do any
better, The buffalo weren't really spooked
and we didat feel they would move
through the woods very rapidly. Lee, Do
and 1 cireled around and above them and
set up in a meadow. Doe would shoot il a
shol was |!1'r-l'l1rl'l| amd Lee and | photo-
graph. Harvey would wait awhile, then
in behind the buffalo and try 10
keep them coming in the right direction.

The bulfalo suddenly burst through the
timber and into the open: massive fast
moving animals throwing snow with their
hooves, They alviously knew where they
wanted to go and erossed a corner of the
meadow and inmo the timber again, The
band went through a couple hundred
yards of timber and started grazing in the
next meadow,

Hagerman, MM

oy

{Continwed on page 67)

The Jurras .44 AMP Grizzly
with highly polished 10 inch
heavy barrel used by the au-
thor to down his big trophy bulff.
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DAISY
Vioael 62

TlTareet 1P

A strong, accurate gun with refinements one
expects only on more expensive models

By LADD FANTA

Ir- there an all-around air pistol? Like the

nebulous all-around shotgun or rifle, it
all depends on how much one wishes to,
or can, adapl. The key 1o any kind of flexi-
bility always lies in accommodation and
imagination.

A “Target” model can be rewarding as
an all-purpose choice when it comes 1o de-
ciding between Match, Target, Sport or
Utility grade pellet guns, One such fulfill-
ing air pistol is made by El Gamo (Spain),
and called the Daisy Model 62 Target Pis.
tol; distributed in the Power Line series of
guns designed for adults. Daisy also dis-
tributes the very sophisticated Feinwerk-
bau (F65, F6T) pistols. These recoilless
match grade arms are universally ac-
claimed for serious competition and, un-
derstandably enough, an ultimate goal for
many informal air gunners as well. The
only catch is the high price. To supply a
more affordable air pistol, Daisy has intro-
duced the D62, Let's wake a closer look
and see what makes it tick.

At first encounter, it was easy o recog-
nizee the rear sight and identify El Gamo
manufacture, Ull admit being tarned off
somewhat at sight of the non-metallic,
swing-oul loading block; envisioning wear
and power leakage problems. However,
hasty impressions can be wrong, and after
much use and closer serutiny, it's clear
that the design is simple and practical,

SIGHTS

The D62 has a 14" sight radius with re-
movable F/S blade in a hooded ramp. The
metal, numbered wheel, click stop rear
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sight has a generous width to prevent cant-
ing and plenty of adjustment swing hori-
zontally and verticall,. A comfortably
wide square noteh in the rear sight blade
helps to cancel or reduce astigmatic fuzzi-
ness and blurring such as may appear
when the rear notch s too narrow, or
tight. The 115" wide square post from
sight appears dead black under the wunnel
shiclding it

TRIGGER

The trigger release mechanizm is ane
area which invariably separates the re-
fined, match grade picce from the plainer,
“field” or “sporting” grade gun. Nor-
mally, proficiency s harder to achieve
with a pistol than rifle, which makes good
trigger control most important in master-
ing the pistol. Spring powered air arms re-
quire skillful engineering to design an
vasy trigger let-off while holding the

powerful mainspring in cocked position,
Needless to say, some air guns have much
to be desired in this respect. Among the
finest spring pistol triggers ever developed
is that on the F-65, and when my expert
friend from Tennessee wrote that his D62
has a comparably nice feel, 1 thought he'd
51_“"1"[!"]'“'[:' Lis rll.lH.l“tﬂi“. [l!'“' 1ll'|h'l'l'rl [
periments. However, he was right. Out of
the box, my first D62 does indeed have a
delectable trigger pull. Contributing
greatly 1o this easy two-stage trigger is the
soft first stage. Many current spring guns
with two stage pulls have a relatively stiff,
or hard, first stage, which adds to the 1otal
reqquired  let-ofl pressure, While a light
pull may not be advisable for everybody, |
do my best with the 1Y+ pound setting now
on my o2,

The well made solidity of the D62 is re-
flected in the trigger area, where the vari-
ous linkages are formed to operate in such
ways that swiveling parts have two bear-
ing surfaces for maximum non-changing
alignment and reciprocity.

Pistol D62 has only one trigger adjust-

HOODED
_— FRONT SIGHT

LOADING FULLY ADJUSTABLE
BREECH REAR SIGHT

s ‘\u\“

7

COCKING
. LEVER

MODEL 62
177 CAL. PELLET PISTOL

ADJUSTABLE TRIGGER

ADJUSTABLE —
GRIP

DRAWING MO, 1
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ing screw. Turning the adjusting serew
counter-clockwise (out) makes the trigger
harder to pull; turning clockwise (in) les-
sens the pull necessary to fire the gun.

The trigger mav become oo sensitive
and therefore unsafe il tightened down
{elockwise ) below one turn, In this condi-
tion the gun could fire in normal handling
or il jarred, Always make trigger adjust-
ments in very small increments and test
thoroughly until satisfied that no border-
line condition exists, Another good safety
habit to remember with any air gun s o
always cock (or pump) first and LOAD
LAST. Some new-gun instruction man-
wals do not follow thi= safe procedure,
The well written D62 operation manual
o=

PISTOL GRIP

An articulating pistol grip is not new,
({for example, the Spanish “Astra” revoly-
er= some vears ago) but certainly unusual
and a handy feature for many shooters. To
some extent, it can be used as a means Lo
adjust for finger length besides the pri-

mary function of adjusting grip angle. To
do this, vou loosen the locking screw in
butt by wirming counterclockwise approxi-
mately 2 turns, Change angle of the grip
until it feels comfortable and retighten
locking screw. The grip has a pronounced
thumb rest and is definitely for the right
hander. Material is man-made and so well
done that one publication described it as
wood. Left hand model carries the num-
ber 162,

Spring-gun stock screws are nolorious
for loosening from firing vibration. The
D62 incorporates a novel way for securing
the three frame serews by having a tough,
nylon ring under the head of each. This
washer-like ring fits tightly over the
threads while the (LI of the ring fits
tightly into a countersunk screw head re-
vess, The result is positive, reusable serew
securement

COCKING ACTION

The vast majority of spring powered
pellet pistols (and rifles) are of barrel-
cocking style. Those emploving a lever an

COCK
FULL OPEN

&

DRAWING NO. 2

PELLET
HOLE

LOADING
BREECH

DRAWING NO. 3
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“gitle-

called
levers” There are several makes of rifles
with a cocking lever under the barrel,
henee called “underlevers.” The D62 s
unigque in being the first underlever cock:
ing spring pellet pistol. (See Drawing No.
2) The design has a mechanical advantage

the side for cocking are

of 4 1o 1 which makes cocking easy. Un.
like some cumbersome releases and pulls
on existing LV/L rifles, the D 62 has a
spring loaded ball-detent arrangement in
the cocking lever tip. requiring  linde
thought or effort 1o negotiate. This may
seem o minor point, but | bring it up be-
cause during extensive shooling sessions,
all the preparatory motions add up when
repeated hundreds of times.

LOADING SYSTEM

To load the D62, vou pull out the load-
ing breech (See Drawing No. 3) until the
pellet hole is fully exposed. Insert pelle
nose first, as shown, so that pellet is fully
inside the loading breech and not proteud-
ing either at front or rear. This i very im-
portant. Next swing the loading breech all
the way back into firing position. The
loading breech pellet hole containing pel-
let must be in good alignment with barrel
hore when the gun is fired. This vital
should be checked oceasionally to ma
sure no accumulation of lead particles,

griase or debris i present to prevent full
closure, The snug-Nitting loading breech is
made of o nvlon-like material and does

(Continued on page 63)
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THE LARAMIE
CONVERSION

A Clemens Smith/Colt Made Especially
for the N.S.L. Money Shoot.

By BYRON BOOTS

HERE'S a shoot next September that’s for a fair amount of

cash money, and is specialized enough that some shooters
have had custom wheelguns designed just for one purpose: 1o
win at Laramie.

First, one must plunk down 100 for the pleasure of attempt-
ing to qualify for the National Shooters League competition.
Then il you qualify in the “Top 407 it's on to the Sept. 3, run-
shoot-run-shoot-pufl-puff {e1e, ) 216-vard multiple target compe-
tition that separates the men from the boys.

And a pack of cigarettes makes the smaller of the two targets
look anemie,

One such enthusiast is Frank Cress, Oroville, Ca., wha called

X

on pistolsmith Charles Clemens, (North Valley Gun Shop, 179
East Ave., Chico, Ca., 95926) to finish a .45 Long Colt (Smith
N frame] lor Laramie,

Clemens took a Model 28 Smith and Wesson 357 magnum,
commonly called the “Highway Patrolman,” and punched it out
tao the Old West caliber (with interchangeables 45 ACH
evlinder).

Using an Apex barrel blank, the snout grew o 70 inches with
an 0.1 of "Weeinch. The drain-pipe-sized barrel was given a re-
o] largel crown and dineh Mats on both sides an the middle.

Clemens made a full-length ventiliated, sandblasted il anmd
followed that with Elliason Sight=. The internal workings were

NATIONAL SHc ‘f ERS LEAGUE NSL

OFFICIAL PIS O>L TARGET

O 1 e
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Left Clemens as seen through the
ragged hole he shot in the X ring
of the Laramie target at 16 yds.

stoned, the trigger returm spring cut down,
a combat (smooth) trigger installed, and
the evlinder release latch was narrowed to
avcommodate hpm'ii loaders. The left j.'.l‘llp
panel was also relieved for the same rea-
son. Herrett Skip-Checkered  Shooting
Stars adorn the hindermost parts,

A custom-built Hoyt Holster (break.
front) was designed for the long and heavy
barrel now on the N frame, with an inside
thumb break. It is a jacket model,

Dade large pistol speedloaders  are
used, and John May, of Chico, is develop-
ing high performance .45 Colt loads—us-
ing a chronograph—for the besi
velocity/aceuracy combination. ."Inlu.y. i ex-
perimenting with both lead and jacketed
bullets in a variety of weights.

The Laramie course was designed by
the founder of the National Shooters
League (504 Lvons, Laramie, Wyo.
820700, Robert 0. Burgess, M.D. The co-
director of the competition is Gifford C.
Burgess. In the last two vears, purses to-
talling over 228,000 have been awarded.

The course of 216 vards must be
covered in less than 3 minutes, with two
rounds being fired at cach of the 10 tar-
gets, Seven targets are fired with the right
hand and three from the port side. The
targets vary in distance from 15 to 60
yards.

All shooting is done while standing, and
rests are allowed only where provided.
The caliber must be .38-9mm or larger.

Rule changes for this vear include a
maximum of three runs to qualify to shoot
for the big bread, and only open sights will
be allowed (no covered ramp sights, no
globe front sights, and no peep sights),

In 3% minutes, a shooter must:

—shoot two rounds at 16 vards at a tar-
get about halfl the size of a pack of long
cigarelles;

—then turn to a target at 33 vards;

—run 33 vards and shoot 50 vards;

—ijog a short wayvs and fire from the
port side at a 25-yarder;

—scrmble a quick 15 for a 15-yard
leftie;

—then a stone’s lob puts the contestant
al the S6-vard target;

—the seventh is nearhy and a “short™
22 yards;

—number eight is a 20varder;

—nine is a 30-pacer;

—anid ten is a fal 60,

But then the finish line is still 51 yards
away!

And because Laramie is aboul a mile
high in elevation, only the strong-hearted
should attempt it. Some competitors train
nearly year-round for this, perhaps the
most testing competition of its sort in the
world. (June 15 is the deadline for the en-
try fee, S100.)

The physical difficulties of the course
are nol unintentional. Dr. Burgess, a phys-
ical fitness advocate, feels strongly that
professional shooters are professional ath-

letes, A= in any other professional sport,
they must bee able to demonstrate .-u|wri.nr
physical ability as well as a steady hand,
His message cannot be overlooked by the
competitors,

The 1975 Champion was Bill Belt of
Englewood, Colo., and in "76 it was Frank

Green of Montrose, Cole, That _‘

should tell vou something.

Frank Cress demonstrates reduced
muzzle jump of the heavy barrel.

Two shots in
and the size of the smaller target
compared fo a pack of cigarettes.

the black at 16 yards

Left: With sideplate removed, the inner
workings of the N frame are
revealed to show much stoning and
smoothing of action working parfs.
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PART ONE

Evolution of the
Dan Wesson Revolver

By MIKE BARACH

HE design of a fircarm as well as the

time and money expended for develop-
ment are, for the most ptrt, unimportant bo
the fircarms enthusiasi. Since we pay for
the development and production of a gun in
the purchase price, we have a tendeney to
be unaware of the demands that must be
mel to successfully moarket the firearm. As
with all products, a basic design is neces.
siary, followed by the capital 1o tool-up and



Three Full-Length
Features Focus On The

REVOLVER

E VOLUTION of the Dan Wesson from an ugly duckling to a re-
spected name in handgunning. . . .By Michael Barach

S HOOTING the Dan Wesson with a look at its potentials for
hunting, target and combat. . . .By Massad Ayoob

CUSTDMIZING the Dan Wesson which has been factory
modified through evolution so that little remains to make it a top
notch competitor. . . .By Massad Ayoob

(EES R R AR R EE R R R R REE R RN R RN R RN RN RN RN ENREREEREERERESREEENERERENEEEREEENEERERERESESEREESEERESERESENERDLESR.]

1o the tesyEn anil mranulacture ol il:,_"h--|||.1|-
ity handguns. In light of all Dan’s expen-

"||l!||'|||'r i | l|l||||:L.,|r'|_l_' protobype, Then comes stay alive in the business,

the costly, time consuming job of refine- Probably no one is more aware of this

ment and modification to eliminate the im-
perfections in the gun’s overall make-up.
Testing, further refinements, and re-lesting
r funclioning and perform-
iry before full seale produ

o msure p
mnce are
e runs begine The continuous improve-

mients in both quality and design are a nev-

er-nding process il & Eunl company = 1o

than Dan Wesson Arms, Ine, The Dan Wes-
son firm is very young and relatively small
in comparison 1o some of their competitors
lhey do, however, have one of the best
handgun de wr= in the world as both pan
owner and president of the company. Dan,
1||r- I|-|r1'|_F| generalion ol the :_'I.|I1I'|I.ILII=,;
Wissan family, has devoted most of his life

ence with the handgun it was natural for
him to develop a totally new revolver di
sign, one aimed al true imterchangeability of
barrels and working parts by the shooter
rather than the factorv. Until this time,
switching barrel lengths and action parts
suech as the hammoer, strul., seur, Iri;_':_"l'r amdd

firing pin connector, required sending the




gun back to the factory for a long wait and
a parts and labor bill to boot. The Dan
Wesson concept did away with this, as well
as offering strength in design and a high
degree of accuracy. All for a modest price.

The basic design of the revolver had
been on the boards and prototyped for
two years prior to its introduction in Au-
gust of 1970, The gun was labeled as the
Model 11 Service and the Model 12 Tar-
get. The guns were the same except for
the 11 having a satin blue finish with the
high ramp front and dovetailed rear sight
and the 12 offering a bright blue finish
with the fully adjustable sight set-up. Both
were offered with interchangeable harrels
in the choices of 21", 4", and 6" lengths,
and either combat or larFl‘l.-'."it_\'lt' gri:lm, A
few were produced in nickel, but these
never went into full scale production. Re-
tail was a reasonable 110,00 with extra
barrel assemblies available at £25.00
each.

| remember seeing the Wesson Model
12 for the first time at the local gunshop.
It was, in my estimation, the ugliest damn
thing I'd ever seen! Of course, looks are
secondary to performance, but we hu-
mans are attracted more to things of
beauty. | did check the gun out pretty well
at the time and | wasn't very impressed
with it. The overly large sights, rough ac-
tion and squared off corners did not in-
press me. However, | was very enthused
by the interchangeability of barrels and in-
herent accuracy of the Dan Wesson gun.

EARLY PROBLEMS

The basic design of the Dan Wesson re-
volver was innovative to say the least, but
mechanical problems began 1o appear.
After the gun had been on the market for
a time and been put to use in the field,
problems with the firing-pin were en-
countered, prompting redesign. The origi-
nal had a straight shank measuring 075"
‘n diameter. This wasn't strong enough to
take repeated blows from the hammer, re-
sulting in a crack or break along the shafi.
A new, tapered firing-pin was made, mea-

What was once a schoolhouse is
the present home of Dan Wesson
Arms in Monson, Massachuselts.

suring 100" at the base of the shank,
tapering to 075" at the tip. A larger
tapered firing-pin spring was im-
plemented to create a stronger ignition
system. Likewise the firing-pin hole, lo-
cated in the frame, had to be enlarged 10
accepl the new firing-pin. The re-design of
the above proved satisfactory with no sub-
sequent failures,

}{l‘i]ul‘l!ﬂ from the field further indicated
that the owners had also been experiene-
ing misfires, It was determined that insuf-
ficient force exerted by the mainspring
and the very short hammer fall were the
cause. By increasing the spring pressure to
the hammer and re-designing the strue-
ture of the trigger, hammer and strut, mis-
fires disappeared.

FIRST MAJOR IMPROVEMENTS

In September of 1971, the Models 11
and 12 were replaced by the Model 14
Service (fixed sights) and the Model 15
Target (adjustable sights). The external
muzzle nut was dropped and replaced
with a recessed nut. The flat muzzle

looked better and, in theory, contributed
to better accuracy. The 14 series of re-
volvers was offered in cither satin blue or
matte nickel finish, with the 15 series
available in bright blue or nickel finishes,

Because of the difficulties experienced
in the short hammer throw, an improved
longer hammer fall began to be phased
into production. This oceurred in about
April of 1973. To lengthen the throw of
the hammer, the rear portion of the trig-
ger had to be lengthened and similar mod-
ifications made to the strut. It might be of
interest to note that the design of the Dan
Wesson action is such that modilications
to the action parts can be performed by
changing their structure without a full-
scale change in the revolver's basic de-
sign. Even with the improvements made
to the hammer fall, the Dan Wesson con-
tinued to boast the shortest throw avail-
able.

Continuously striving to improve both
functioning and styling. the 14 and 15
were closely examined o improve upon
any parts of the gun that would upgrade
both quality and performance. Aware of
the lack of general enthusiasm, and ap-
peal to the shooters, the Dan Wesson peo-
ple began to implement changes in the re-
volver. The Models 14-1 and 15-1 re-
placed the 14 and 15 series marking the
beginning of a slow but almost total re-
vamp of the gun’s appearance and exter-
nal parts. The Model 14.1 Service re-
volver was equipped with a low profile
ramp front and milled rear sight, replac-
ing the larger fixed sights of the earlier
Serviee guns, The 15-1 sights were like-
wise switched from the large adjustable
sel-up to a lower ramp front and adjust-
able rear.

The configuration of the extractor rod
(22) on the older model revolvers was
eriticized by many shooters. Complaints
stated that ejecting spent cases, by striking
the rod tip with the palm of the hand, re-
sulted in a sore spot or cut on the palm.
This would be especially bothersome in
any type of competition shooting that re-

Two of the earfier Dan Wessons are shown here; the Mode! 11 (left) and Model 12.
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16.
17.

PARTS LIST FOR

18,

DAN WESSON
Model 14-2 Service
Model 15-2 Target

. Wrench

. Gauge, Bol. & Cyl. Clearanca
. Wrench Adapter

. Barrel Nut

. Frant Sight

. Front Sight Pin

. Shroud

. Barrel

. Frame

. Main Spring Guide

. Main Spring

. [Firing Pin Retaining Pin

. Rear Sight Elevation Tension Spring
. Rear Sight Elevation Screw

. Rear Sight Body

Rear Sight Retaining Pin
Firing Pin Spring
Firing Pin

19,
20,
21,
. Ejector Rod
23.
24,
25,
. Crane
7.
. Ejector Spring

. Short Side Plate Screw
. Long Side Plate Screw
. Side Plate

. Cylinder

, Extractor

HRREEREERS

(413) 267-4081

Cyl. Aligning Ball
Spring, Cylinder Aligning Ball
Aligning Ball Screw

Latch Retaining Fin
Latch
Latch Spring

Ejector Rod Bushing

Bolt Spring

. Shroud Locating Pin
. Balt Plunger

293 MAIN STREET
MOMSON, MASS. 01057

E8849

41,
42.
43.
. Connactor
45,
46,
47,
48,
44,
&0,
bl
52,

. Bolt

. Hand
, Trigoer
, Trigger Stop Screw and

Adjustable Front Sight
Retaining Screw
Trigger Return Spring
Crane Lock

Hand Spring

Strut Plunger
Strut Spring

Strut

Hammer
Mainspring Seat
Grip

Grip Screw Washer
Grip Screw
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MNearby range offered author an opparfunity fo test a Model 15-2.

quires many rounds of ammo o be Ored.
The possibilities of a replacement rod
were examined, with a larger button-
tipped rod being selected 1o replace the
smaller knurled one. The button-tip of-
fered more of a surface o push on with
the palm, relieving the soreness encoun-
tered with the previous type.

The lock-up of the crane and cylinder
bv a latch, near the barrel/evlinder gap,
was, in the earlier models, accomplished
by using a thin, oval spring placed under
the lateh, The spring exerted upward pres-
sure on the latch to lock it into the frame.
However, the lock-up was unsatisfactory.
A round =pring replaced the oval type,
vorrecting the problem to an extent, A bit
of play was noticeable and another course
was taken. A longer spring (25) inserted
under the latch in a U fashion was tried
and found to exert sufficient pressure to
insure the tightness desired. The U spring
has since been utilized on all Dan Wesson
revolvers,

The original cylinder lateh (24) was
rather large and saucer shaped, with serra-
tions in the dip or curve. This configura-
tion tended to imply that it should be
pushed in, rather than down. The newly
designed lateh is smaller, with the serra-

dh

tions placed on the wp edge, making its
movement more obvious, The placement
of the latch was disliked by some and
cussed by others, but aware of the frailties
of the conventional revolver design, Dan
stuck to his guns by continuing to locate
the lateh forward of the cyvlinder.

There were no major changes to the ex-
ternal stvling at this point. The side-plate
was modified slightly for production rea-
sons but of no real advantage to the
shooter. The side-plate was originally of a
one piece casting with the evlinder lug be-
ing an integral part. The new side-plates
were being made with a recess or hole in-
corporated into the casting, The eylinder
lug was then placed in the side-plate at the
plant by a press-fi..

For a short time the Dan Wesson had a
replacement grip made of Powerwood, a
plastic of some sort with the look and feel
of wood, While at the plant 1 put a pair of
these on a gun and was amazed at its al-
most identical resemblance to wood, They
lelt prety good, with the exception of the
sharp-pointed checkering that dug into
my finger tips. The Powerwood grips were
used as a standard grip for a time, but
eventually were dropped and replaced
with the real thing.

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER =

An oversight in the design of the hand-
spring (43) vaused it to break off at the
point where it entered the back of the
hand. This breaking was due to too small
a diameter of wire with an insufficient
number of coils. A larger diameter of wire
and additional coils to the spring cleared
up the difficulty. While in the process of
correcting the above, a solution to the cor-
rect amount of pressure delivered to the
trigger by the return spring (41) was also
found. By increasing the strength of the
handspring the trigger return spring had
to likewise be strengthened slightly to bal-
ance the springs out to the point of proper
operation. With this accomplished, the
springs functioned more favorably, im-
proving action performance,

While the 14-1 and 15-1 revolvers were
under refinement, steps were being taken
to remodel the appearance of the entire
gun. The present Models 14-2 and 15-2
were the result. Development of the latest
series began in the winter of 1974, but
didn’t make their debut until early in
1975. The stvling was modified o en-
hance its appearance, vet the Dan Wesson
still retains a somewhat distinetive sivling
of its own,

In order to fill the needs and whims of
the shooting public, the barrel shrouds
were made in four styles: a standard
weight with solid rib. a bull barrel type
with solid rib, the standard weight venti-
lated rib and a bull barrel with the vent
rib. All new shrouds come equipped with
an interchangeable front sight with a
choice of red, white or vellow inserts, The
new rear sight is fully adjustable with a
white outline.

In redesigning the shroud (71, the foo
{on the older version it reached over the
front of the crane (26) to retain it) was
eliminated, consequently retainment of
the crane had to be accomplished within
the frame. A piece of steel wire (42) resem-
bling the letter C was used to lock the low-
er crane leg into the frame. The forward
section of the frame, nearest the erane,
had to be modified by including a recess
to accept the crane lock.

By eliminating the foot on the shroud,
the metal used could now be purchased in
a cold drawn form. It also made the pro-
duction of an eight-inch {and longer)
shroud more practical. While broadening
the available barrel lengths, the new style
shroud also enhanced the gun's ap-
pearance by eliminating the squared cor-
ner just ahead of the trigger guard.

Refinements in the styling were accom-
panied by further improvements to the ac-
tion and related parts. The hammer strut,
previously made of powder metal, was
changed to cold drawn metal. This
strengthened the structure of the strut,
minimizing wear and possible failure. The
crane and latch were likewise previously
cast of powder metal but are now made of
8620 bar stock for added strength and
also improved bluing qualities of the
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metal. The same applies 1o the locking
balt.

ONGOING REFINEMENTS

As can be seen, the Dan Wesson re-
volver is continuously being improved.
There will be additional improvements to
the 14-2 and 15-2 in the very near [uture,
The modifications should be phased into
production guns as this article appears in
print. The top of the hammer will be low-
ered to eliminate the possibility of its
striking the rear sight. The length of the
hammer spur will also be increased to aid
in cocking by offering a larger surface
area. Unnecessary metal, on the bottom of
the hammer, will be eliminated and relo-
vated to the upper portion of the hammer.
Inereasing the mass at the wop of the ham-
mer resulls in less bounce, better ignition,
and greater accuracy capabilities. The up-
per width of the trigger will be raised near-
er the frame to avoid cuts lo the trigger
linger during extended shooting. The cam
shape of the trigger will also be modified
to offer o smoother double aetion pull,
The upper crane leg (that which the cylin-
der rests upon) has been redesigned to
prevent the gas ring from cutting into the
frame when opening and elosing. The gas
ring will L taken from the Tace of the eyl
inder and placed on the upper crane leg.
This change gives the cylinder a full 360
degree bearing surface on the shoulder of
the upper crane leg, minimizing wear and
maintenance.  The conventional  place-
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bout every shooting situal

ment of the gas ring on the evlinder of-
{ered only a partial bearing surface, which
had a tendeney to inerease headspace as
the eylinder pounded against the frame
and erane during recoil. It would
eventually  become serious  enough o
. making an overhaul neces-
sary, The ratechet stem and blank (com-
bined form the extractor) have been mod-
ilied 1o eliminate the chances of pushing
the stem through the blank due to a stuck
case(s). The blank has been beeled-up at
the rear, providing more metal between
its lace and the stem tip. A new wrench
will be offered. combining the adapter
anid wrench into a one-picee rig, This will
totally eliminate the disastrous effects of
leaving the adapter in the muzzle and
shooting.

cause mislires
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By MASSAD F. AYOOB

I'n' been shooting the Dan Wesson
since it came out, and grow more par-
tial to it with each passing year. OFf course,
spending that much time with the piece,
I've found not only more to praise, but
more to criticize. Fortunately, most of
those criticisms can be squared away,
Here, by and large; is how.

SIGHTS

My biggest bitch with the gun—and
Dan's, for that matter— is the spongy rear
sight. You just can’t feel the clicks, People
who compete with the DW have o count
how many Mats of the hex serew go around
as they make their adjustments. What's
needed, of course, is a positive olick,

With a little milling, vou can get one of
the fine Elliason sights inte a DW, BoMar
has brought out one of their ribs for g |
have one of the fiest, and it's super, Tt re-
quires removal of the rear sight for instal-
lation, but mounted on a barrel shrowd,
again allows the quick change hack to
service, hunting, or carving configura-
tions. Unfortunately, only a few ol the

42

BoMar ribs have been made at this writ-
ing, though the demand has been extraor-
dinary ever zinee one of the first ones ap-
peared on the cover of Police Marksman
magazine,

Apart from the lack of positive adjust-
ments, | like the DW sight, Ipdesd, 1 love
it tis ili.l:"l.'l"‘-. It's il'l:_" anid blocky and sy (o
pick up, and the rear sight slants back at
the proper angle to shade it from annoy-
ing glare,

Front sights? Dan went a long way when
he put in the quick-change sight blades,
Mot that vou'll change them every day,
mind you, But I, for example, might want
the red or yellow insert for carryving in the
field, vet favor the white insert Tor better
contrast against the black silhouette in
combat competition within filty  vards,
amid if 1 want a head hold on that same
target ot 50 yards, or a 6 o'clock on a
bullseve, I ean switch 1o plain black. 1 like
that versatility. | also like the fact that |
can install a new insert mysell for B¢, On
a Smith, that'd run me several bucks, On
a Colt or Ruger, I'd have to send one
check to Omega and another to a custom
gunsmith.

Indeed, Fred Hill of DWA came up

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER .

PART TWO Shooting
The Dan Wesson

with a novel approach for us PPC
shooters who like the gun but wam more
adjustments. One =imply

precise sight
takes two Patridge front Blades and ad-
justs the sights so one of them is dead on
with the rear sight at 25 vards. Then, in-
stall an oversizge (ront blade, and withou
changing the rear sight position an all, file
the fromt one for the hold vou want ar 50.
Technically, it should be allowed on the
competition line, since “sight adjust-
ments" don't specily that vou can’t swap
fromt blades, OF course not. The people
who made the rule books never anticipat-
eel the Dan Wesson gun. The same con-
cept has great potential for metallic sil-
houwette handgunners,

That's not the whole answer, of course,
lezcause vou might still want lateral sight
changes during a match, for instanee, if
you shoot in carly morming or late aller-
noon with strong sidelight and necd 10
maove two or three clicks over to compen-
Sl

One solution is Austin Behlert's exeel-
lent replacement sight. He sells these
units primarily for 3&W owners, but now
has one for Dan Wesson (232 plain, 535
with white outline). His original intention
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was to sell it to DWA, but the two firms
haven't been able to get together on price.
For the serious competition shooter, | per-
somally think the price isn't out of line,
though my own inclination might be 1o go
all the way, spend another 215, and get a
BoMar sight rib. More specifies on this as-
pect will e found in the accompanying
article on “Customizing the Dan
Wesson™,

I'd like to ot least see DWA offer the
Behlert sight in the catalog as an extra
cost option, as Coll does with the Elliason
sight for the Python, People who buy pre-
minm guns den’t mind another 320 or
230 1o go Cabin One to the last degree
with precision sights, and by being in the
catalog, the Behlert-sighted DW would be-
vome a factory gun and henee eligible for
the Distinguished stage of PPC competi.
tion. That doesn’t aecount for many cus-
1nrm-n——ma§.|1r' two or three 1|.I‘_r"- Dan
Wesson production o year at current lev-
¢ls—but discriminating non-competitive
shooters would pick up on the option, 1oo.

With the =ight that comes on the gun,
you can still make positive corrections
without sweating the clicks, and maybe
even be more positive than the best facto-
rv gunsight il vou've got a careful touch,
Just measure the space between the bot
tom of the adjustable DW sight and the
top edge of the frame with a feeler gauge,
and write the measurement down in a
notebook for the hold you want at each
range vou'll be shooting. Then use the
gaugze on the range, turming the sight
down gently and consistently, This i= an

old hi-]lll'l\ er rifle r‘ul]l.pl'l-lhlr; trick.

In a fixed sight revolver, if vou've got an
early Model 11 with the dovetail rear
sight, vou've got something special. It's
the only weapon in its class that qualifies
as g fixed-sight gun, yet can be adjusted 1o
exacl point of aim/point of impact with
the load you want by drifting the blade for
windage or filing it on top for elevation,
This i= why the early DWs were prized by
vombat shooters in matches that required
fixed sight “serviee™ or “off-duty” guns,
For the lawer, Dan made a special, small
production run (of about 20 barrels) in
the 2 length instead of the catalog 242",
to meet the match requirements. I vou
have one, and i's for sale, let me know
what vou want for it.

HOLSTERS

The Dan Wesson has a evlinder the size
of the K-frame Smith, but a frame a bit
more like the 4l=ize Coll. This means
that much of the time, vou can squecze a
DW into a K-Smith holster of equivalent
barrel length without much problem. Per-
sonally, though, I'd rather go with a Colt

holster, and vou'll need the Python size if

vour Dan Wesson has a heavy barrel. Oddd-
Iy enough, S&W leather suggests N-frame
size holsters for the Dan Wesson, though 1
frequently carry my DWs in Kesize S&W
seabbards,

Une thing vou should aveid: if vou're a
cop, ot earry o Do Wesson ina break-
front halster. The forward movement
through the suff, leather-covered springs
ean force the evlinder latch down into the

“release”™ position. Result: vou whip your
gun out and up . .. and the cylinder falls
oul. Whattva bt your opponent can stop
laughing long enough to shoot you before
yvou get vour gun closed and working
again?

I like fast, high-=ecurity holsters with
any police revolver, and this probilem with
breaklvont holsters i no reason lor some-
one who feels like me not o carry a Dan
Wesson on duty. | favor S&W Leather’s
Security Plus haolster, which is every bit as
snatchprool, extremely fast, and drawn
through the top so there’s no worry at all
about slipping the action open,

With certain shoulder holsters with
strong spring clips, I'd worry about the
same thing happening when | put the gun
in. Most like a good conventional holster
with the Dan Wesson, and between mid-
sige Smith holsters and Python holsters
vou'll find one that's ideal. Safariland
makes leather specifically for the Dan
Wesson gun.

GRIPS

At this writing, nobody makes grips 10
fit & Dan Wesson but Dan Wesson (or
rather their subcontractors, who only sell
to the factorv), Pachmayvr's rubber version
should be out soon, and | for one am
eager Lo literally get my hands on .

When the gun first came out, the grip
stud permitted a vast spectrum of shape
options that Dan took full advantage of.
There was an almost hot-dog shaped grip
at first, which helped the rest of the gun
look unconventional and ugly, Dan soon

interchangeability of the Dan Wessons carries over into the grips.
Shown here are the Sacramento, Target! and Combat versions that are

available:. in addition
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wernl Lo |||1' .“'I'lll.'l'd!lll'llhr -I'.||' as l||:|1i||II.;||.
and thus carned the distinetion of olfering
Ihr H.II!'.'-E H'Iul". ever o |l:".|'l.'r‘ A r|'\|-|1.'rr
factorv. The Sacramento followed  the
taper-to-the-bottom, linger-grooved, styvle
made famous by Hurst and later Farrant
Ao offered was the birds-head Combat
grip, unusually long, thicker throughout,
andd with less pronouneed linger grooves,

A lot of DW bulfs haven't noticed i,
bt the
changed sultly over the vears, The first

wnsions of these grips have

linthee wide between

Saeramentos were o
o and middle finger joint # 2 for s=ome
of us, but were trimmed when DW went to
the plastic “Powerwood.™ Al that time,
wrap-around checkering was introduced.
Later, when DW owent back to wood, they
kept the best of those dimensions and
in some models, notably the Combat,
trimmied down still more.

s all subjective. For me, the Power-
woods were just right dimensionally, and |
liked that all-round checkering. Ul allow
that it did chafe the hand just a tnfle when
firedd with magnums, especially in the Sac-

ramento stvle, but 1 thought it was just
fine with .38 wadcutters in a mateh, and
the fact that the sharp checkering helped
it stay put in magnum combat fire made
up for a lot

[t's subjective, but 1 like the Sacramen-
tos best for all-round carry. They're une-
qualed for one-hand shooting, and very

_:.1:||u| to execllent with a two-hand hold.
The longer Combat is ideal Tor two-hand
shooting, but 1 personally find it a bit oo
lomg and straight-angled for offhand and
instinet work, and the new ones place the
palm lower, emphasizing recoil Dip. That
may not mean much, however; the Com-
bat dramatically outsells the Sacramento,
according to lactory sales records, so
theres lots of people with different hands
than mine, and theiss might be closer to
Dan Wesson's “traditional™ and
“oversizge lareet,” now [urnished on the
guns as standard, dupli everything
that's wreng with conventional revelver
grips, and the company knows it and does.
o't like i, but that’s what the buying pub.
lie has demonstrated it wanls, so that's

yours.

what vomes out of the box. It is to be
hoped that our readers are o special seg.
ment of the overall market who are into
funetion youl are
probably the peaple who account for the

instead  of tradition;

sales of the Combats and Sacramentos in
the first place.

From the beginning, Dan has offered an
inletted blank te let you carve to vour
heart's content, and the shape of the DW's
grip stud lets vour imagination run wild.
Paul Brothers of DWA carves a design for
his big hands that some might wam 1o
consider: he puts a sharp flange over the
wich ol the hand o I|.|1_...E|I'!. eliminate recoil
movement in the fist during rapid hot-

Josanl 1'|rin,u. This alse moves the recoil
“impact” down away from the sensitive
joints that abut the web of the hand, and
into the meaty absorptive muscles of the
parlm.

For concealment, incidemally, voull be
||;i|:| |:|1|I [ 7] ||1'._I.l ||I1|-|' f"'"._ll peenlas i'l.il:l-
dlesy they taper toward the bottom and
arve thin overall, and reduee bulge deama-
tically while still increasing control.
Remember, these grips cost $16.65: 1o
put the same stvle on vour Colt or S&W

waonld cost you 235 Tor the wood pafies hay-
ing to cul away steel on your revolver's
frame,

WORKING THE ACTION

This magazine and its sister publication
have run a couple of articles on the topi
of smoothing the DW action; basically i
follows much the same procedure as most
other revolvers, All 1 can say is that this is
one of the last on which you want to
mess with the mainspring. I's especially
sensitive to such Better
should give the present mainspring more
room to move in by grinding ' or a bit
less ol the inside of the mainspring hous-
ing, giving the coil a litle more room Lo
“streteh and get comfortable™,

Hammer bobbing ain’t a good idea on a
Dan Wesson, unless you're going for a
DA-only PPC gun that won't be firing any-
thing but wadcutters that vou've practiced

SUrgery., Vi




Paul

Dan

version

a lot with before the mateh. [t takes about
a pound ofl the hammer's impact, which
TEein= |||.|.1 ||||‘ |'1'|i._l|llq' ||||ll:liu]|ir!;_: l.\.il]l
Magnum leads vou'll have to add a pound
to the mainspring pressure to balanee out,
Better vou shouldn’t bother.

Just put a line, light polish on the eon-
taet =urfaces, and on the inside of the
frame, where parts will often towch on this
!rim'q'. Take an eensy bit ofT the tri;_’;_’l'l' il
vou like, but Tor Heaven's soke use a light
tisueh,

When you put a file to the trigger of an
SE&W, vou know vou have Xthousandths
of case hardening, and if vou go all the
way throwgh it vou'll hit the soft metal
anad will have ruined the part. On the Dan
Wesson, it's a little more arcane, The trig-
ger is made of =intered {(powdered ) metal,
though it’s high density and double
pressed for oughness, Instead of true case
hardening, the trigger is “carburized,”
andd the sintered metal “soaks up the hard-
ening” like a sugar cube souking up
colfee, "cause it's porous. Therelore,

there's no way o determine just how far
the “hardening case™ goes, You can’t even
test it fpr hardness on the Rockwell scale;
sintered metal parts are evaluated on an
“apparent hardness" basis,

Sinee vou don’t know how much metal
vou can take off before vou're compro-
mising the parts, vou'd e better off 1o
have the bearing surfaces of the parts
“Mash-vhromed”, which will bring them
up to a confidence-inspiving Rockwell C
hardness of T4 or =0, Armallov, Metalife,
and the Behlert process worked out nicely
on guns ve seen and used, You want
frarrel chrome, not a purely cosmetic plat-
e,

BARRELS

No guestion about it, the “QuickShift”
barrel feature is a major plus in Dan Wes.
son desirability. Mayle the biggest single
factor. Unless vou've got a decent shap
and plenty of gunsmithing background,
changing tubes voursell on any other gun
amd =il getting the barrel-cylinder gap
right would be a very tricky thing, This
procedure can be done Iy the rankest
noviee on his kitchen table in about a min-
ute with a Dan Wesson, and it comes out
poriect.

It froex been slightly oversold, though.
”Il'l’l'ﬁl’r }u'ulrll' W hn Il'“ LYl 1_|I.;ll SR AR
change from four or five barrel groups
and not have to touch vour rear sight o
still I in the black.

Fu”n.'-. il'l.q' |.lr'l:'1| -hul.lr'lﬂ;_" a Elrl ol IJHH
Wessons Tor o long time, and 've never
found two barrels of any length that would
shoot to the same point of impact without

Brothers, ch engineer al
Wesson, tries out a scoped

long range accuracy

for

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER o

The Dan Wesson | be the
in a8 number of Thiz G
the W 19 Heavy I o 14

changing the sights. | oo find that if | take
a barrel off, for eleaning or whatever, and
put the same one back on, my zero is still
rock-solid where it was before. Ona new
gun, you can change vour point of impact
an inch or two by taking the wlse off and
then replacing i, but oncee the parts have
bewn seated (a box of Magnums should do
it, or & couple humdred rounds of J38), the
varianee will be a fraction of an inch or
||.LH-E‘.

It would be nice i you could change the
barrels without having e change the
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mosi

fhn

sights. But why should vou? It's not like
vou had o 35mm SLR camera system
where vou might use three ar four lenses
for every roll of film vou took. 11 vou carey
vour DW on duty with a 4, vou'll sight in
for that amd leave it I yvou slap ona 6 o
B for hunting, why, vou'll resight in just
as you would when changing guns amd
loads with another brand. | work off {our
Dan Wesson frames, and [ use the guns a
Lt
a year, if that. | always sight in again when

{Continued on page 56)

amid | switch barrels mavhe four times
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PART THREE

Customizing
The Dan Wesson

By MASSAD F. AYOOB

USTOMIZING a Dan Wesson 357 is

going to center on a handful of

things: action design, sights, and finish.
Though the guns were very briefly made
with a satin nickel finish, (1f vou have one,
for God’s sake get it insured and hang
onto it), almost all of them have come out
in blue, and Dan Wesson would rather die

than make one in stainless. After some of

the problems the other manufacturers
have had with that material, we can under-
stand him, if not totally agree.

Since we're talking about finish, let's
stay with that, because the DW revolver is
perhaps the prime candidate for a sophis-
ticated gloss. Not on the outside, becanse
the DW has one of the more finely pol-
ished finishes in the industry, but some
people think that because certain action
parts are sintered (powdered) metal,
they're too soft to hold their configura-
tion, and need to be hard-plated to stand
up. In fact, almost as many Dan Wesson
bufts feel that way as don't

I'm a fence-sitter. I've had some Dan
Wessons that did me fine as they came out

of the box through heavy shooting, but |
also have to admit that the two DWs |
shoot the most have Armalloved or
Metalifed innards.

Let's take a rundown on the people
around the country who are
custom work on the Dan Wesson gun.
From their judgments and experiences,
perhaps vou can mix your own needs in to
determine who'll do the best job for vou.

Jim Cirillo used to do the best Dan
Wesson actions anywhere, He told me that

ww doing

he isn't available commercially anymaore.
| have one of his guns that 1 waited a vear
for, and it was worth it. He is perhaps the
only 'smith who has mastered a technique
for cutting down Dan Wesson springs
without losing Magnum reliabality, and ot
shows in his actions, which are ultra-light
and go down into the five-pound range
double action. My Cirillo Dan Wesson, a
F° fixed sight, will bust (357 caps all day,
vel has a pull like a PPC gun. The internal
parts are plated; it has Cirillo’s carefully-
cut trigger return spring and mainspring:
and Jimmy trimmed the hand and
rounded the left edge of each ratchet to
change the twostep feel of the Dan Wes.




son action into a one-stage pull that you
can still “trigger-brake” if you have a sub-
tle experienced index finger. Jim is mainly
a Smith man, and his Dan Wesson comes
out distinctly *Smith & Wesson™, bul
vou should remember that Jim took one
of the first Distinguished Police Comban
awards, and ecarned himself a reputation
as America’s top snubby shooter, with
Dan Wesson's he customized to this for-
mula.

When a shooter wants the S&W.like
straight through pull, with only a elick in-
stead of a felt hesitation when the hammer
reaches the “let’s go™ point, there are oth-
er ways o gel it. Paul Brothers of DWA
would rather Mlatten the top of the hand.
He says it does the same as Jimmy's ver-
sion, but doesnt sacrifice the solid-pre-
timing of the cylinder. OF course, since
Paul doesn’t like to mess with the main-

Jim Cirillo with his cuslomized

Model 12 that won him the N.J
State Championship. Note painted
sights, protective front wings
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Close-up of Model

springs, his approach won’t quite give you
the minimum trigger pull, either.

When we say “pre-time,”, we mean that
the eylinder is locked into position before
the hammer begins to fall during double
action shooting. The Colt Python, by con.
trast, doesn't usually pre-time: the Smith
& Wesson may or may not depending on
the production run, The Dan Wesson al-
most always pre-times out of the box.

What this means is that the last, crucial
few ounces of pressure on the double ac-
tion trigger don’t do anything but drop the
hammer, and you don’t have to worry that
a sudden “stacking™ of pressure to finish
turning the eylinder will make you put too
heavy a pull on the trigger and jerk the
shot. Amateurs eriticize the Dan Wesson
because, they say, “There’s a little hitch
there just before it goes off.” Double ae-
tion combat masters, who don't jerk their
triggers back all at once, recognize this as
a two stage trigger that allows you to rotate
the eylinder with the first part of the pull,
then finish the squecze as if the gun had
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15-2 action. During the years, just about every action
part has undergone modification for a smoother, more reliable operation

been cocked. It makes for ultra-precise
DA shooting.

Ironically, there are some who say the
Dan Wesson is great single action, but
|.||11|| in the I}". ||'||.||]4'. Il 1|u|':- indeed have
a nice, erisp SA pull, but anyone who
think= it isn’t controllable double action
has spent too much time with automatics
to understand how the DW works, That,
or they've been working with very early
DWs, which had most of the pressure at
the beginning of the ultrashort pull, and
“whiplashed™ wildly. A complete set of
new parts will fix up those old guns,

There are several custom gunsmiths
who will do a fine action job on the Dan
Wesson, and maybe add some goodies be-
."itl'.:“.

Austin Behlert (717 Lehigh, Cranston,
N.J. 07016), is partial to the Dan Wesson,
and so, he says, are many of his custom-
ers. “It's basically a fine design. | would
=y it's one of the guns Lo 1"';,“ in illr‘ field
right now. The variations of barrel length
are an unstoppable feature. They're going



Model! 14-2 Service revolver in
357 Magnum with lixed sights
Four barrel lengths are offered

20 clicks per revolution in elevation, 16
per revolution in windage, for an ultra-
precise lock on the {arthest target. A
Behlert sight on a Smith gives vou an
amazing 237 clicks of elevation; it's some-
what less on the Dan Wesson because the
elevation serew is so placed that to get that
much height, the serew would have o go
down inte the evlinder, On a Smith, that
serew is well back into the beefy part of
the frame.

Andy Cannon, PO Box 632, '
Harbar, N.H., 03226 i the only guy 've
run across who offers a full PPC conver-
sion of the Dan Wesson. In addition to
slicking the action (225), he'll put protee-
tivee wings on a Patridge front sight (310),
and for another 35, he'll add a “wrigger-
ease’ of soft material at the back of the
trigger guard, an option that’s strictly for
DA-only gunners. His whole *Cannon
PPC Dan Wesson™ package goes for 440

a bargain.

Included in the action job is a general
honing, and a smoothing of the edges on
the trigger. Like the S&W Ranger trigger
which resembles o, the one on the DW
van pinch a bit,

Andy has his own approach to the main-
springs. The trigger return is modified for
lightness. As 1o the mainspring, Andy
takes one of the experimental production

for quality.™

Austin believes he can improve on that,
though, in several ways, He does a com-
plete action job for 328, which he =ays will
mike the DW as smooth as any Smith.
Though Austin is not famous for quick de-
liveries, he says the DW job is so easy he
can turn the gun around in a short time,
For refinishing, which he's pushing right
now, it'll be four to six weeks before you
get it back.

Austin has two new finishes, applicable
to any gun but especially nice in the Dan
Wesson, which responds so well to plated
parts, His stainless chromalloy process
gives the entire gun the appearance and
rust-resi inless steel, tightens
tolerances very slightly, and glu-‘ the
parts a slicker feel. | he process is 375,00,
To that, Austin likes to add his new micro-
finish, “a clean, ultrasonic mechanical
hone that removes no material. With the
caombination of the stainless chromalloy
and the microlinish, 1 can reduce trigger
pull a third or better by reducing friction
between parts,” Austin promises. Micro-
finishing of all internal parts plus bore and
evlinder goes another 360,00,

Of major interest is the sight we men- For a slicker action, author recommends nothing more than a lillle
tioned before, The Behlent sight give vou oning and application of molybdenum disulphide between the parts.
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run the factory did a couple of years ago
that turned out 1o be too light Tor reliabil-
ity, amdl adapts it by altering the spring
guide and putting the hole higher, tighten-
ing the spring for adequate compression
with much lighter tension, This is for the
PPC guns only, of course. Figure 10 days
to 2 weeks, and allow 25 or 26 for parts.

Gregg Roberts, very well known on the
West Coast for his PPC S&Ws, does only
basie slicking on the Dan Wesson. A job
goes in the 220 price range, turnaround
time is quick, and though | haven't tried
one, he's said to be excellent. His address
is Professional Police Fircarms Serviee,
Box 1017, 305 Saquel Ave., Santa Cruz,
CA 16343,

The people at Dan Wesson are mixed as
Lis 1.l.!|r| |.||.||‘- l|1|' III'-I. e u=lam iil'ti.un (4141
their gun. Duan himsell has very nice
things 1o say about the Cirillo job. Dick
Rosenleld, viee president of the firm, says
the best he's seen is that by Cleveland Blu-
ing, 1024 E, 185th %, Cleveland, OH
EHLT9. DW exee Fred Hill, an ex-cop and
PPC shooter, vows that the best available
IR T ENTY )] '|u|'| i= from _|i|l!| Clark, 7424
Broadacres J{ql.. H'Irl-\-'pnl'l. LA 71109,

Which would 1 choose? U'm very partial

to my Cirillo Dan Wesson, but Jim says

he's not able to do them on 8 commercial
linsis, so vour best chanee would be to cor.
ner him at a PPC mateh (he makes most

ol the big ones, especially in the north-
vast ) and beg him on bended knee 1w 1ake
vour DW home with him. If he does, spec-
ify whether you'll use the gun with hard-
primer loads, or with wadeotters exelu-

"i\l'h.

Bothers carved this recoil-

Paul
absorbing grip from walnut blank
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Factory does not offer plated guns and fhose who want something ofhe

than blue must have I done

I've shot the Cannon PPC Dan Wesson,
and it shoots like a dream. Andy, like Jim,
seems to have licked the spring problem
(at least in a wadcotter gun ) and made an
|';|__-.f;-[||n'_-|:1un| gun easter Lo shoot well.

I haven't tried the Roberts or Cleveland
Bluing actions, but both come highly rec-
ommended. Jim Clark is well nigh ineca-
pable of making a bad gun, and i his
S&W and Ruger custom revolvers are any
indication, you won'l go wrong trusting
vour Dan Wesson to him,

OF course, you can always tune it your-
sell. Justgo very casy on messing with the
springs. Flash-chroming the parts with a
hard, slick surface can only help. How
necessary it is, 'm not sure: some “smiths
do tell vou that the powdered metal parts
are too soft and let the gun go out of time
too easily, When a Dan Wesson is out of
time, L usually find it's because the wop leh
sideplate serew has backed out a little, 8
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This

Metalife linist

is the hard chrome

or D times out of ten, @ quick ten with the
Allen wreneh puts ratehet and hand back
into a perfect, pre-timing  relationship,
And for a “homeslick” action, a little
molybdenum disulphide between the
parts along with very conservative honing
i« generally all that's required.

The Dan Wesson is an easy gun Lo gel Lo
know, inside and out. The beginning re-
volversmith could scarcely ask for a more
forgiving “teacher™ 1o leam with, though
it does Eet a linels 1||:'lli'=|| il vou maess with
ils springs and take oo many liberties
with files,

The Pan Wesson is a fine, highly aceu-
rate weapon with performance at the top
of its class in evervthing vou'll use a DA
2357 for. There are few people who'll find
anvthing on it to improve, Those sophisii.
cated shooters who would like costom
touches would do well to contaet
the |1|'n|r|r dleseribed alwove,
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The GLEAN
Handgun Is... -

A Joy to Shoot, and Now the Chore of

Cleaning is Made Easier

By MIKE BARACH

AKING the time to properly clean my

battery of handguns has always left
me with nightmarish effects. 1 guess you
could say I'm basically a lazy person, as |
always look for the easiest solution. 1t has
become normal for me and my buddies 10
lug every handgun we have out 1o the strip
mining fields here in eastern Ohio for a
day of shooting and load testing. I remems-

Black Swan Automatic Gun Cleaner (5 a simple,
economical and efficient handgun cleaning fool.

ber many mornings we leflt al noon and
pulled into my driveway at 10:00 that
night! After ten long hours of shooting,
cleaning those nasty lookin® handguns
could be compared to pulling teeth with-
out novocaine! | usually ended up piling
them up in my loading room and closing
the door. That helped very little as they
didn’t clean themselves through the
night. So the next morming | was faced
with the tedious, time consuming job of

serubbing the bores and giving them a
good overall cleaning. This has gone on
week-end after week-end until one day |
called Jerry Rakusan, editor of The Amer-
ican Handgunner 1o discuss some pro-
spective ideas on future articles. He'd re-
ceived a new cleaning kit that he wanted
tested so he sent it down along with a let-
ter containing a couple of other products
he wished for me to try oul for use with
this article.

BLACK SWAN AGC

Upon opening the carton | received
from Jerry, | was a linle bewildered when



| pulled out a plastic bag (poly-vinyl),
formed as a pockel, designed to hold any
handgun with a barrel length of up o
eight inches. Along with it came an elec-
triec agitator or acrator as | call it, a har-
ness Lo (1 over the top strap of a revolver,
and a section of hose, | had a general idea
of what these parts, onee assembled,
would do but T decided U'd better read the
instructions to be sure. The outfit is called
the Black Swan Automatic Gun Cleaner,
and that's exactly what it is—automatie,
Preparing the handgun to be cleaned is
quite easy, First remove the grips and slip
the gun in the pocket. Fold any excess
sleeve up until the mugzle is just about
flush with the bottom and using the clip
provided, secure it in place. Next, remove
the gun and slip the harness over the wop
strap of the revolver just ahead of the
fromt of the evlinder, Insert the gun into
the bag, feed the section of hose through
the hole located in the rear of the bag and
hook it onto the plastic connector, Fill the
bag with just enough solvent, | used
Hoppes #9, to cover the gun's reeoil
shield and seal the gipper. Finally, connect
the loose end of the hose to the agitator
and plug it in. The air is pumped through
the hose to the harness which has four
small openings. Air is released through
these holes Torming bubbles in the
Hoppes #9 which serub the chambers
and action parts. Turning the eyvlinder m
least once during the cleaning process will
insure that the chamber over the barrel
will also be cleaned, To clean the barrel,
merely insert the hose into the muzzle,
The Automatic Gun Cleaner will thor
oughly elean a dirtied handgun in approxi-
mately twelve to thirteen hours, This may

Aerator pumps air through a hose
to agitate the solvent solution
Scrubbing bubbles do the work lo
remove mefal and powder residue,
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sound like a long time, but remember
vou're not lifting a finger once the agitator
is plugged in and it may be left salely un-
attended. Alter the gun has been eleanad,
il takes but a few minutes 1o remove it
from the bag, wipe off the excess Hoppes,
and check the bore and chamber for any
remaining lead deposits.

| use a six-inch Dan Wesson .357 Mag.
revolver practically every time I go out 1o
shoot and it gets filthy from cast bullet
loads, The AG.C. kit will thoroughly
clean the Wesson wheelgun in approx. 14
hours, All but the most stubborn lead de-
posits will be removed. A quick & effec-
tive means of removing any remaining de-
posits will be taken up later in the article.

The cleaning kit will also work just as
well on stainless steel handguns. A bottle
of Gun Powder Liquefying Solution is
supplied to remove the powder stain on
the evlinder face & muzzle, common to
stainless handguns. After cleaning my
stainless Huger Blackhawk in the AG.C,
kit, the stains remained around the from
of the evlinder. Using the solution lefi the
evlinder with a like new appearance. A
word of caution on the solution—don’t try
using it on blued firearms as it will remove
the bluing from the surface.

The manufacturer cautions the opera-
tors of the Automatic Gun Cleaner to
clean nickel or chrome plated guns at
their own risk. The kit was designed to
clean blued steel & stainless steel hand-
guns only. Although I don't own a plated
gun, I'd take them at their word on it

I've used the Automatic Gun Cleaning
Kit for three or four months and have
found it 1o be an effective means of clean-
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The Lps Ultrasonic cleaner (s a
bit expensive, bul it does a pro-
fessional job in a shorter time

ing handguns with a minimum amount of
attention and fuss. The kit comes com-
plete with all necessary equipment & in-
structions, excluding the Hoppes #9 Sol.
vent. It retails at $19.50. For more in-
formation on the Black Swan Automatic
Gun Cleaning Kit contact: Black Swan
Enterprises, P.O. Box 3667, Dept. AH,
San Bernadino, California 92413,

LPS ULTRA-SONIC

When it comes to the “Cadillac™ of
automatic gun cleaners, I'd have 1o cast
my vole for the LPS ultra-sonic cleaning
tank. Measuring 12%" x 107" x 814"
high. the 8 quart tank is made of stainless
stee| for a lifetime of durability. A trans-
ducer sends ultrasonic waves through the
LPS # 1 solution cleaning the handgunis)



of aceumulated powder residue and lead

deposits. The Ultra-Sonie s the fastest,
maost convenient way of cleaning a hand-
gun that 've seen yvet. A grimy revolver or
auto will be cleaned of all powder residue,
bullet lubwe, and approximately 909 of the
leadding in no longer than one hour. A host
of handguns may be cleaned before the
LPS #1 must be filtered. The Ultra-Sonic
may be safely used to clean any precision
instrument and i= harmless 1o all non-
metallic materials used in handguns, 1t's
most definitely not for those who shoot
onve 8 month as the asking price is 3350
without the tank cover and parts basket
Including them, tack on another 825,00,
If, on the other hand, vou're an avid hand-
gunner shooling three or four times a
week or more, this outfit would be invalu-
able in saving time that could be spent re-
loading ammo. | used an Ultra-Sonic tank
for a month or so and eleaned every hand-
pun 1 own plus some T/C barrels, The best
part about it was 1 just had o dump the
gun in the tank, e it on, and proceed 1o
tlo what 1 pleased. An hour or so later the
timer shuts the unit off automatically. All
that's left to do is remove the gun, wipe off
the excess LPS #1, and run a paich
through the bore. Some lead deposits re-
mained in my guns, but the majority of the
bore, evlinder, & action were as clean as a
siergeant’s dress boots!

; Lead Aemover may not be
atic but It sure does gel the lead
and il cosis than 8

less bucks

The tank is well made and there's no
doubt in my mind tha il last a lot longer
than | will 1t's an ideal way to effortlessly
clean those handguns. The Ultra-Sonic
carries an unconditional factory warranty
covering parts and labor for 90 days. For
more detailed information on the Ultra-
Sonie write: LPS Research, Laboratories,
2050 Cotner Ave., Dept. A, Los Ange-
les, Calif, 90025,

LEWIS LEAD REMOVER

There are a number of ways to remove
eading in the bore and chambers of a
lead the | 1 chaml i

With grips removed, handgun is
placed in LPS tank, solution is
added and, with a fNlip ol the on
button, pulsating waves do the job.

handgun. The old bristle brush and sol-
vent is probably the most popular methoed
or at least the most practiced. 1 used the
above for many vears until 1 discovered
that the Lewis Lead Remover was faster
and more efficient than scrubbing the hell
oul of the bore with a bristle brush, The
Lewis Lead Remowver has been on the
market for quite a few years, but for those
that are not familiar with it, here’s how it
works, The kit comes complete in a vari-
ety of calibers. Included in the kit are: A
T-handle rod: cone tip for removing lead
from the forcing cone; rubber tip for re-
moving lead from the chambers and bore,
and a supply of brass cloth patches, The
use of solvent with this outfit is unneces-
sary other than for cleaning the bore &
chambers of bullet lube or powder resi-
due. The basic idea of the Lewis Lead Re-
mover is Lo remove the leading with a con-
stant pressure applied to the hrass pateh-
es. This is accomplished by using the rub-
ber tip. The patch is placed on the tip and
bent backwards over the rubber. The tip is
serewed onto the rod after 's run through
the bore. The tip is pulled back into the
bore just enough 1o start it through and a
knurled nut on the rubber tip is tightened
firmly against the rubber, then backed off
a half-turn, The rod is then pulled siraight
through the bore. This operation is repeat-
ed until all leading is removed, The same
procedure is used to clean the chambers
except that the knurled nut on the rubber
tip is left tightened against the rubber.

{Continued on page 66)
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INTRODUCTION

HE purpaose of this series is to provide

the handgunner with the opportunity
to compare the various high performance
loads currently available. The variety of
rounds produced by the ammunition
manufacturers can make an intelligent
choice extremely diffieult.

Factory provided performance  data
doesn't give a realistic picture of a load's
actual performance. Factory test barrels
are generally considerably longer than
those found on most handguns. Further-
more, these pressure barrels lack the gap

NGETIHE
By EVAN MARSHALL

found between the eylinder and barrel on
revolvers. The resull is that factory quoted
velocities are considerably higher than
those obtainable from the handgun.

The loads tested here are readily avail-
able from retail sources. They were
checked for both velocity and expansion.
An Ochler Chronograph with skyscreens
(P.0, Box 9135, Austin, Texas THT56)
was ysed to determine velocity. It's a high-
ly aceurate instrument that is simple and
fnolproof 1o operate,

Expansion was checked by firing into
blocks of oil base clay. This material was
chosen because the blocks can be easily

sectioned to compare wound channels,

It should be pointed out that all of the
various ammunition manufacturers are
doing their best to produce loads that are
top notch performers. They load these
rounds within certain pressure limitations,
and small differences in things such as
bullet diameter or jacket thickness can
allow substantially higher velocities at the
same pressure rating. The idea that some
manufacturers are dumping junk ammu-
nition on the public 1o make 4 quick buck
is absurd, These are established lirms and
il their ammo doesn’t perform as pro-
mised, it won'l remain a secret for long,

THE .38 SPECIAL

The .38 Special was introduced in 1902 as a replacement for
the .38 Long Colt that had failed so miserably during the Philli-
¢ Insurrection. The Military, however, remained generally
unimpressed and issued “obsolote™ single action . 45s that had
been in storage,

In order to recoup their investment, Smith & Wesson wurned
to the civilian and police market, It soon became a popular cali-
ber in both cireles, Actually it's good in all areas but one. Unfor-
tunately, that area i1s a critical one—stopping power.,

The traditional .38 Special load has proven to be totally in-
adequate for its intended task, The stories of failure with this
load are legion. | know of one instance where a cop killer was
shot thirteen times with this load, but lived to stand trial!

Unfortunately, those who make the rules and regulations for
our police are only sometimes swayed by logic. Most seem to be
more coneerned about negative publie reaction or their budget,

For decades those who carried the .38 Special for law en-
forcement or delensive purposes were forced to handload if they
wanted effective ammunition. The 38/.44 loads that preceded
the .357 Magnum retained the round nose shape. The benefits
of the inereased velovity were largely lost because of the ineffi.
cent bullet shape,

This is how things stood when a young man from Shelbyville,
Indiana, introduced a radical new load for the .38 Special. That
man was Lee Jurras, and the ammunition was Super Vel,

Lee reasoned that since most police departments were vither
unwilling or unable to change calibers, the best approach was to
upgrade the efficency of the .38 Special. This way, the officer
vould substantially increase his chances of survival merely by
buying a box of ammunition.

Jurras chose o increase the stopping power of the .38 by radi-
cally decreasing the weight of the bullet and increasing its velo-
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vity =0 that it would produce reliable expansion. Super Vel
bullets consisted of dead soft lead cores with thin copper
jackets. They were consistant expanders out of the longer bar-
rels, but performance out of the snub was somewhat erratic,

Super Vel ceased production in 1974, primarily because of
insurmountable problems with suppliers. By the time Jurras
loaded the last Super Vel round, however, virtually every hand-
gun ammunition manufacturer wis producing similar loads,

Today, there is a bewildering assortment of high performance
loads on the market for the handgunner. Speer alone makes
sevin high performanee loads for the (38 Special,

The .38 Special requires a bullet that reliably expands to even
approach reliable stopping power. While velocity is an impor-
tant factor in determining expansion, it i not the only factor, as
the aceompanying data will show. Superior bullet design can
produce reliable expansion at velocities considerably below
L.ODO fps.

It should be pointed out that individual lots of ammunition
will vary, as will the velocities obtained in different guns of the
same barrel length. However, the top performers in each cate-
gory remained in that position regardless of what gun they were
fired in,

The revolvers used in the testing were a Colt Detective Spe-
cial with two inch barrel and a S&W Model 66 with four inch
barrel. Five rounds of cach load were fired through both, and
their average veloeity determined with a electronie caleulator,
Recovered diameter was measured with a precision micro-
mieter.

These loads were separated into categories by the same
weight, so that the various loads by each manufacturer can he
vasily compared.

Both Hemington and Smith & Wesson offer loads specifically

To prge 06k ...
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HANDGUN
| HUNTING

By GEORGE BREDSTEN

HANDGUN CARTRIDGES FOR BIG GAME—PART |

T one time or another. most of the
many different handgun car-
tridges—from the 2.7 mm Kolibri to the
15 mm Gevelot & Gaupillat—have prob
ably been used 1o take some type of big
game. It follows that persons could likely
be found who would recommend/reject
any handgun cartridge for big game hunt-
ing. Many such recommendations/rejec-
tions are purported to be based upon ob-
jective evaluations of the cartridge’s per-
formance afield, but are instead the end
product of subjective conjecture. Tt might
seem that successful big game handgun
hunters would be eminently qualified 10
make categorical recommendations or re-
jeetions. However, and based on the infor-
mation gleaned from correspondence
and/or discussions of other handgun hunt-
ers, this is notl necessarily Lrue.

A number of big game handgun hunters
appear to have extensive vel rather narrow
experience. When queried, most of the
successful handgun hunters admitted
their experience was gained hunting one
species; e.g., whitetail deer. These same
handgun hunters also indicated one hand-
gun cartridge {load) was used to the vir-
tual exclusion of all others. Consequently,
such handgun hunters are apt to have
some bhiased and distorted opinions
regarding the field effectiveness of other
{untried) handgun cartridges.

Considering the differences in species
size, structure, and temperament, the ge-
neric term “big game” is a bit ambigu-
ous—it can and often does mean different
animals to different handgun hunters. It is
believed appropriate to first provide a
working definition of the term *‘hig
game.”

This has been done by grouping ani-
mals according lo cerain common or
shared characteristics.

CATEGORY I: Non-dangerous

A. Thin skinned; relatively light mus-
cle and skeletal structure; highly suseepti-
ble to the effects of bullet shock: mini.

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER e

mum chanct: of aggressive or dangerous
behavior against the hunter.

Examples: Pronghorn, reedbuck and
whitetail deer

B. Thick skinned; heavy musele and
skeletal structure; low 1o moderate sus-
ceptibility to the effects of bullet shocks
minimum to moderate chance of aggres-
sive or dangerous behavior against the
hunter.

Examples: Elk, moose and sable
CATEGORY 1I: Dangerous

A. Thin skinned; moderate musele and
skeletal structure; low to moderate sus-
ceptibility to the effects of bullet shock;
greater chance of aggressive or dangerous
behavior against the hunter,

Examples: Leopard and wild pig

B. Thin skinned; heavy musecle and
skeletal structures low susceptibility to the
effects of bullet shock; greater chanee of
aggressive or dangerous behavior against
the hunter,

Examples: Grizzly bear and African lion

C. Thick skinned; extremely heavy
muscle and skeletal structure; very low
susceptibility to the effects of bullet
shock: greate. chance of aggressive or
dangerous behavior against the hunter,

Examples: African Cape buffalo and
Guar

D. Thick skinned; massive musele and
skeletal structure; low susceptibility to the
effects of bullet shock: greater chanece of
aggressive or dangerous behavior against
the hunter.

Examples: Elephant and rhinoceros

Although not generally known, the fact
remains that both Arthur Jones and Bill
Carpenter took African elephant using 44
Magnum revolvers, Other experienced
handgunners, such as Elmer Keith, Lee
Jurras, and Bob Zwirz have taken large
species and/or have made rather long
range handgun kills of big game. While
the foregoing is true, it would be a mani-
festation of fallacious reasoning to recom-
mend—directly or indirectly—such en-
JANUARY/FEBRUARY 1978



deavors be undertaken by the neophyte
handgun hunter. As it is, whether by
choice or circumstances, most handgun
hunters hunt big game of Category LA
With this in mind, the following is offered
for use as a guide in determining handgun
cartridge adequacy for such big game,

(ther factors may be considered, but a
realistic evaluation of any handgun car-
tridge must consider accuracy and termi-
nal ‘wound” ballistics. While the definition
of accuracy is understood by most shoot-
ers, the fact remains that accuracy can be
of two types; Le., inherent or practical.
The two are not synonymous! Inherent ac-
curacy concerns the degree of aceuracy
oltainable from the system being tested—
without the affect of human vagaries.
Whereas, practical accuracy concerns the
degree of aceuracy the shooter can oblain
under field conditions. Obviously the
handgun hunter is or should be vitally
concerned with the later.

Thus, if a handgunner using a given
handgun/cartridge combination is not
able to hit the proverbial “barn door,” the
fact that the combination produces min-
ute-of-angle (MOA) groups from a ma-
chine rest is useful only as a conversational
gambit. Conversely, if the same hand-
gunner can use another handgun/car-
tridge combination and keep the shots
(bullets) in a big game animal's vital area,
the fact that the latter combination pro-
duces machine rest groups measuring six
MOA is irrelevant. For that person, the in-
herently less accurate combination is un-
deniably choice. As important, if not more

20, is the handgun hunter's condition of

readiness. This refers to what the hand.
gunner can do on demand—not what he
can do on occasion or what he once did.
For example, instead of shooting four
inch groups one day and twelve inch
groups on another day, it would be much
better if the handgunner could consistent-
Iv shoot eight inch groups.

Although the esoteric aspects of wound
ballistics have little import for most hunt-
ers, it “'“‘l.lhl 'Ii'l“"“-"‘trﬂu' uller lHli\'i'tF Lo
consider such knowledge 1o be of an ex-
traneous nature. Still, actual/comparative
bullet performance (wound ballisties) in
big game—unlike actual/comparative ac-
curacy — can seldom be objectively deter.
mined by an individual, When one consid-
ers the quantity of game that would have
to be taken together with the myriad vari-
ety of handgun cartridges (loads) that
could be used, it is quite evident that no
individual is likely to have the necessary
time, money, inclination and opportunity
o accomplish much. Granted, some indi-
viduals achieve considerable more than
others, but the statistical significance of
any one person’s efforts in taking big
game is relatively minor.

As a result, there are those who contend
that cartridges can be test fired into cer-
tain inanimate media (gelatin blocks, dux.
seal, wet-lap, or wet pack). and the data
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derived therefrom can be used to indicate
probable bullet performanee in big game,
However, many ‘media testers” tend to ob-
nubilate the primary purpose of such
tests, and discerning individuals view
much of this data as being either mislead-
ing or meaningless, This can be attributed
to the fact that few, if any, attempls are
made to correlate bullet performance in
the test medium with the known/recorded
bullet performance in big game. Yet, the
*media testers’ quite often become discon-
certed and act obtrusively whenever their
analyse=s are challenged. If any person

would be so impertinent as o dispute
their data with mere facts gained from
field experience, intolerance and a con
descending manner become the *media
testers’ mainstay. The discriminating
handgun hunter will consider buller per-
formance in an inanimate medium to be
an adjunct, not a substitute for bullet per-
formance in big game!

Part 11 will consider the subjects of
handgun cartridge adequacy and some of
the more common handgun cartridges

used to take big '—‘

game,

SHOOTING THE DAN WESSON
{Continued from page 45)

| do, and I would for peace of mind even
if 1 didn’t have to,

There is a way around that, however;
the interchangeable Dan Wesson front
sight blades. Find a sight setting that’s just
right with the loads and distances you
work your favorite barrel with and on the
rest of the tubes, file the sight blade on the
top and the side until it puts the rounds
where you want them with the same rear
sight adjustment as you use on vour #1
barrel/shroud,

Selection of barrels is totally subjective.
The most i.l'lI{'t'l"'-lirlr_' Dan Wesson Pistol
Pac is the one that they give to their sales
reps: ecach barrel is not only a differem
length, but a different design: skinny and
heavy, vent-ribbed and solid. Frankly, 1'd
like to be able to order a Pistol Pac that
way, instead of all barrels having the same
general configuration,

My only use for the 245" (indeed, for
any snub 357 on this big a frame) is snub-
nose combat match shooting, 1 like the
heavy, unvented tube best for this, Ina 47,
1 like the vent heavy or the straight heavy
for balance, but the standard skinny bar-
rel is good enough in this respeet, and fis
more concealment holsters better, In a
6, 'm partial again 1o the heavy solid
barrel shrouds, but when | get up to 8" or
127, the slim vented tubes seem to have
better balance. This is especially true
when you get all the way up to the 15"
length.

I have no use Tor the latter. I's too long
for metallic silhouette handgun matches
(the 127 tube just about hits the maxi-
mum sight radivs aceording to that
game’s rulesh

| have a number of DW wbes. I'll use
the 12" vent-heavy barrel occasionally in
production class of metallic silhouette
competition, because the long sight radius
makes it shoot like a rifle. | use the 6"
solid-heavy in Distinguished class PPC
shooting, and s the one 1 prefer 1o
mount a BoMar rib on, though this is aca-

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER o

demic because BoMar designs their prod-
uct so that even if you have a vented
shroud the bolts will lock into the suppaort-
ed areas,

I'd like to see DW come out with op-
tional 1-in-14 or L-in-16 rifling twists in all
barre! lengths. These have been produced
in the long-harrel guns, so the technology
exists at the plant to put them into the
standard-length tubes. I'm certain the
change would enhance aceuracy bevond
the already high levels,

How high is that? Damen high. The com-
pany bills it as the most aceurate, 38357
revolver around, and 1 think they may
possilily be vight. The combination of the
tight evlinder lockup (latch directly in
front of the frame, hard-springed ball
bearing locking the rear) and the barrel
that is unerowned and under slight tension
from both ends, makes for dynamite pre-
cision shooting. People in the field tell me
consistently of 2" groups from factory
Dan Wessons at 50 yards. Only the Colt
Python regularly equals that, probably be-
cause of the wlira-tight evlinder lockup
with that gun’s “second hand.” and the 1-
in-16" twist of the Python, which better
stabilizes the match 38 wadeutters most
leslers use,

The Dan Wesson 3577 | love it It's
super accurate. It gives you a latitude in
grip design and barrel length and shape,
and over-all balance that no other
wheelgun can equal. The action is decent,
and can be made super. Where before
they competed against low price guns,
they're now going against the cream of the
crop ... and in workmanship and every
other category, they stack up well,

Of course, you can always make a good
gun bewer, and the article that follows this
will tell you how 1o get a custom Dan Wes.
son that don't take a back seat to nuthin®
and might, with its personalized features,
combine with the intrinsically unigque de-

sign facets of the Dan Wesson to
give vou the best 357 anywhere,
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EVOLUTION OF
THE DAN WESSON

(Continued from page 41)

The grip styles offered by the Dan Wes.
son company have been changed time and
again. Naturally the company has to offer
a happy medium and currently offers four
choices: oversize larget, traditional, com-
bat, or Sacramento. The last two are of
the finger-groove type and vary in thick-
ness, The Dan Wesson will see yet another
grip offering in the Pistol-Pac only. It will
be made of Zebrawood in the oversize tar-
gel style with either checkering or a
smooth finish. The Zebrawood grip will
become the standard offering in the Pis-
tal-Pac with the other grips as optional.

Finally, for the 44 Magnum fans, the
Dan Wesson firm will — within the next
four to five years — introduce an innova-
tive revolver design. The information |
gained at the Wesson plant was rather
vague as to overall design, but it will be of-
fered with the interchangeable barrel fea.
ture, even though it will be different from
the current Dan Wesson design. The gun
has yel to be prototyped, but according to
Dick Rosenfeld, partner and marketing
manager, the gun will incorporate major
advantages and changes to make it the
most innovative design vel to be mar-
keted. It will, no douln, also be offered in
two other big-hore calibers. Keep your
eyves open for this one, It should be well
warth the wait!

Through the course of six yvears, the
Dan Wesson revolver has been refined
from a relatively mediocre handgun to a
stylish looking, smooth operating re-
volver. The process was slow, vet each ad-
vancement brought it closer 1o the gun
Dan Wesson wanted and originally envi-
sioned it 1o be.

In summing things up, the Dan Wesson
has come a long way. It's well-made, rug-
gedly designed and suitable for target,
combat, competition, police or hunting
use. There has vet to be a gun made that is
perfect in all respects, but the Dan Wes-
son firm is constantly striving 1o maintain
high-quality and improvements in their re-
volver. The enthusiastic attitude of the
company aleng with the continuous im-
provements may enable them to change

the “Big Two™ 10
the “Big Three.” l
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double action revolver?

and we also make
a complete line of single action
and double action

.22—38 special and.357 magnums
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" and where you can see RG values
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THOSE @1/ 4+ &***##74# @@ MAGAZINE SAFETIES

By GEORGE NONTE

VER since | encountered my first
magazine safety in an awtoloading
pistal, I've had a profound dislike for
them. Maybe the nature of the encounter
had something to do with i As a young-
ster I'd :m‘upin'tl for a very Iu'ul-u}r Colt
.25, with a half-box of dubious cartridges,
but no magazines. There | was with seven
bucks worth of swapping goods in a gun |
couldn’t shoot—and all because of that
damned magazine safety,

Now I'll admit that in nearly a lifetime
of carrving handguns for more or less
serious purposes, 've never been in a
shooting situation where the presence of a
magazine safety would have caused me
any trouble. But, the blasted things bother
me. | can visualize a half-dozen perfectly
legitimate probable situations in which a
magazine safety could prevenmt firing a
shot at a eritical moment, or possibly hay-
ing the gun out of action for a longer
period of time, Magazines do become
damaged or lost, especially during hurried
reloading.

Anyway, quite a few makes and models
of autos are sold with magazine safeties in-
stalled. Safety is always a good selling
point, and it gains “factoring criteria”
points for imported guns.

The big Star Models, A, B, and P, as
well as the Super 3M 380 have such safe-
ties. In the A, B, & P, it normally takes the
form of a spring lever set into the frame
under the right grip at the rear of the mag-
azine well cut-out. There are variations,
but the most recent is a spring lever
simply slipped into a shallow vertical
dovetail; it may be drified upward with a
soft punch and hammer until it comes
free. When the magazine is in place, the

a8

lever is held outward and the gun is free to
fire; with the magazine out, the lever
moves inward and a lug on its upper end
blocks sear movement, so the gun cannot
be fired.

The Star 3M 380 differs in that a sepa-
rate lateral plunger similar to and above
the magazine catch functions to block
trigger movement when the magazine is
removed; when the magazine enters, the
cateh is forced o the right, clearing a path
for trigger movement to fire the gun

Star SM auto pistol in 380 has magazine safety as a plunger in frame

Plunger removal is exactly as for the mag-
azine catch, after which simply filing or
grinding the interfering shoulder Yaz-inch
or a bit more to the right removes the ob-
struction, and the gun can be fired with
the magazine removed. This plunger can
b removed entirely, but should not be,
because it also functions as a lawch for the
dismount lever.

The Smith & Wesson M39 and M59
pistals contain an unusual magazine safety
in the form of a spring-loaded vertical
plunger in the slide beneath the rear sight
With no magazine in the gun, this plunger
forces down the pivoted ejector which, in
turn, forces the disconnector down and
prevents the trigger from moving the sear.
When a magazine is in place, it holds the
ejector up, against the safety spring, so the
disconnector can rise normally and allow
the gun to be fired.

Removal of this magazine salety is the
simplest of all. Just pry up the front of the
rear sight base, rotate it 90 degrees coun-
ter-clockwise and lift it out of the slide; in-
vert the slide and shake out the safety
plunger and spring. Reinstall the rear
sight, and the gun may be fired without a
magazine in place,

The tiny, and very nice, little Budis-
chowsky TP-70, double-action pocket gun
contains a very simple magazine safety. A
spring lever is screwed to the right side of
the frame. An inward projection lays over
the trigger bar at an angle, With no maga-
gine in the gun, it moves inward far
enough that the angular projection cams
the trigger bar out of engagement with
hammer and sear. Insert a magazine, and
it forces the lever omtward, allowing the
trigger bar to re-engage the hammer and
sear for normal DA or SA firing.

at upper front corner of right grip; remove by rotating slotted head.
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In big frame Star auvto pistols, the magazine salely
is the wvertical leaf spring in frame behind magazine.

To get rid of the Budischowsky maga-
gine safety, simply turn oul the serew hold-
ing it in place, and remove it, Thercafier
the gun will fire normally, magazine or no
magazine,

The well known Browning High-Power
auto has an unusual magazine safety, It
vonsists of a T-shape, spring-loaded shoe
attached to the trigger. It intrudes into the
fromt of the magazine well, and pivots the
trigger lever out of engagement with the
sear levery ergo, pulling the trigger cannot
move the sear to fire the gun. When a
magazine s inserted, it forces the shoe
forward, allowing the trigger lever o re-
engage the sear lever, and the gun may be
fired.

To deactivate this beauty, leld strip the
gun, drift out the trigger pin, and lift the
trigger assembly up out of the frame. Lo-
cate the pin holding the safety 1o the trig-
ger and simply drift it out: remove the
salety and spring. reassemble the gun, and
the _iuh is done.

The BrowningFN M1910/1922 series
pistols in .32 and 380 caliber have a mag-
azine-salety lever pivoted at the upper
rear of the magazine well. Some war tine
(WWI production guns made for the
Wehrmacht do not comtain this safety; it

was eliminated 1o spred production, and
save a few DML

The safety is the oddly T-shape part just
below the sear. With the magazine re
moved, you can sce its curved upper por-
tion intrude into the magazine well. After
stripping the gun, drift out the pin secur-
ing the magazine safety, but don’t lose the
lile safety spring. Grind or file off the
slender “tail” to the rear of the safety,
then reinstall the altered part. From this
point no more magazine-safety function.

Magazine safeties exist in many other
old and new models of autoloaders. They
are casy to detect—cock the gun, remove
the magazine, and pull the trigger. Assum-
ing good mechanical condition, if the gun
will not fire, a magazine safety is present.

In most instances, close inspection of
the magazine well will disclose the safety;
there will be a button, finger, or lever pro-
truding slightly into the well. With the
slide and grips off. it can be seen in good
light. Onece the part is identitied, a little
study of the mechanism will disclose a
simple method of deactivating or remov-
ing it. Examine parts and functioning
carefully o determine whether the safety
has any other function; it might' form a
link in the normal functioning chain. 1f it

Budischowsky safety is spring finger held by large
head screw beneath grip panel above magazine well.

does not, just remove ity if it does, file or
grind the appropriate area so that it will
no longer prevent firing with the maga-
zine removed.

Unee a magazine safety is removed or
deactivated, that gun no longer meels
catalog or reference specifications. That's
no problem so long as you own the gun—
vou know it's been altered. But, if yvou de-
cide to dispose of it, be sure and tell the
buyver. Better yet, replace the safety, or at
least attach it to the gun in an envelope
with a tag clearly marked to show the safe-
ty has been removed. In the case of an al-
tered safety, such as in the Star Super SM,
attach a tag stating clearly “Magazine
safety deactivated, gun will fire with maga-
zine removed.”

Remember, a neophyte pistolero given
to reading factory specs will expeci the
gun to contain a functional magazine safe-
ty il those spees say it has one. If you've
deactivated it and don’t tell the buyer, you
might be preparing an accident to hap-
pen. The courts being what they are these
days, you might even find yoursell being
held liable for a fatal or disabling aceident

al some lme 1
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in the future.

MNo. 345 Championship Rig

“The practical rig for the practical pistol shooter™

P.O. Box 446 * Arcadia * Ca. 91006

Holster features front welt style, full metal lining, also features lightning rod tension screw (originally designed
by Andy Anderson), sight guard, and forward cant for lightning fast draw! Rig is complete with

ur:ruHc miag pouch, and contoured belt with boot stitching. This rig is custom made, and

inest available on the market.

— =~ “Used by champions dround

the World"
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PISTOLSMITH

By GEORGE C. NONTE

N

REPLACING A REVOLVER BARREL

here are many reasons for replacing a
revolver barrel. You may want a dif-
ferent barrel length; the barrel/eylinder
gap has gotten too wide in the gun; you
want a heavier barrel or ribbed barrel;
perhaps the old barrel has been bulged or
otherwise damaged; or the original tube is
just too worn, rusted, or pitted to do the
job anymaore, Regardless of the reason, re-
moving the old and installing a new barrel
is not beyond the capability of the average
pistolera, providing he's cautious, handy
with the files, and possessed, of a sturdy
bench vise tied down solidly somewhere.
Doing the job yoursell may not save a
great deal of money, but considering the
delivery times quoted by many pistol-
smiths these days, you may be able 1o get
the job done many months sooner at
home., (f course, parts availability being
what it is today (with all of the r|1:-ljur
manufacturers) it may take six months to
a year o oblain the replacement barrel
hefore you can even start.
The procedures we're going to describe

are generally applicable 1o replacing a
barrel in any modern, solid-frame re-
volver—with the single exception that
we're nol going to cover the substitution
of snub-nose barrels for longer ones,
which usually requires replacement or al-
teration of the extractor rod. We don't
have space to get into that at this time.
The first thing to do is to choose the re-
placement barrel. Don't try to upgrade the
gun by installing a Python barrel on a
Colt Official Police, or a K-38 barrel on a
S&W MI10. The frames aren’t contoured
to match up with those heavy ribbed bar-
rels, and though they may be installed,
there'll be a gap between rib and frame,
and it won't look right. Stick with a dupli-
cate of the original barrel style, or one
which is made for that particular frame.
This first step is 1o completely disas-
semble the gun, removing all internal
parts and the evlinder, then re-install the
side plate but leave the grips and
crane/cylinder off. Look closely, and if
there is a barrel-retaining pin as on all

adetr

Before even thinking about removing a barrel, always examine the frame
for any pins or retaining devices; this S&W barrel is held by a pin.
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Smith & Wessons, carefully drift it owtl
without damaging the frame around the
hole. Next, wrap reinforced tape around
the top strap and the bottom of the frame
cutout o protect the finish, Almost any
tape will do, but reinforeed filament tape
is the toughest, and offers the greatest pro-
teclion.

Take a couple of wood blocks and
gouges or chisels (a rotary file in your
Diremel Moto-tool will also do the job)
and roughly carve a groove in each so they
can be clamped tightly over the barrel.
For plain round barrels, fit the grooves as
snugly to the barrel as possible; for those
with ribs and underlugs, a looser fit is
practical inasmuch as those protrusions
will hi'lll prevent rotation under load. Tt
will do no harm if you sprinkle a bit of
powdered rosin in the grooves 1o give the
wood a better grip. 1 don’t suppose spoil-
ing the finish by slippage on the original
barrel will be any eatastrophy, but we want
to make damn sure that doesn’t happen
with the new barrel. Make up a hardwood
lever at least a foot long that will fit into
the cylinder recess in the frame. For years
I've used a common hickory hammer
handle, but a square section lever will ac-
wally work better by distributing its pres-
sure more evenly and closer to the barrel
tenon. Any hardwood will do, but if using
metal, make it lightweight, preferably
aluminum. A bar of reclangular section
approximately 1 inch by Y2 inch will work
well in all sizes of frames,

Place the barrel between the wood
blocks, clear up to the frame shoulder,
and clamp it tightly in the vise, with the
frame in such a position that there is
clearance for it to be rotated a full 360 de.
grees. Bear down on that vise handle;
clamp the barrel as tight as possible, then
a bit tighter.

Insert one end of the lever into the
eylinder recess, up against the barrel
breech, so that pressure may be exerted
counterclockwise; then rap the end of the
lever smartly but not too heavily with a
hammer to break the frame loose from
the barrel. A sharp but moderate blow will
break the threads loose much easier than
slow pressure. Though it may seem odd,
you're more likely to bend the frame by
applying slow pressure than by a sharp
blow. Due to the relatively narrow
shoulder, threads usually break loose eas
ily, after which the frame may be turned
off the barrel by hand. The first two or
three turns may require some help from
the lever, but after that it should spin off
easily.

That gets rid of the old barrel, but don’t
throw it away unless it's completely ru-
ined. As long as it's serviceable on the out-
side, it might still be useful some day for
relining or reboring.

Clean the threads inside the frame with
a stiff bore brush and solvent, and if
there’s any rust there, scrub it out with
steel wool or a stiff wire brush. If there are
JANUARY/FEBRUARY 1078



any burrs or irregularities on the fromt of
the frame where it meets the barrel shoul-
der, scrape, stone, or needle-file them off,
Do the same to the threads and shoulder
of the new barrel, then lightly oil both sets
of threads.

Turn the new barrel inte the frame by
hand as far as it will go, making certain it's
a free fiv If the threads are too tight for
hand-turning (and this will happen only
seldom) wire-brush the threads heavily 1o
burnish them a bit, and the fit will ease up.
If this doesn’t help, recheck to make abso.
lutely certain that you have a barrel whose
threads fit those in the frame. It could
happen, you know.

Clamp the new barrel as tightly as possi.
ble between the wood blocks, making any
changes in the grooves that might be nee-
essary if the new one is larger or differemt

i B

ol

This S&W 1917 barre! required
use of a file on shoulder before
it would turn up far enough.

in profile. It's even more important at this
time that the barrel be held as tightly as
possible; any slippage whatever will spoil
the finish.

Turn the frame on the barrel by hand as
far as it will go, then snug it up against the
barrel shoulder with the lever, Make it as
tight as hand pressure on the end of the
lever will allow, then check vertical align-
ment by eve. Look over the rear sight at
the front sight (taking it out of the vise,
naturally) and determine how near to ver-
tical it is. Viewed from the rear, the from
sight should lack about 'Ysth turn of com-
ing 1o vertical. (11 it has reached vertical
or gone past, then we've got a problem,
but we'll get to that in a moment. ) Clamp
the barrel back in the vise, insert the
lever, and tap the end with a hammer until
the threads and shoulder “crush in™ suffi-
ciently that the front sight can be brought
to vertical alignment. I there’s any douln
in your own mind about what is true ver.
tical, have a couple of friends eyveball it as
well. This last Yh wen of “draw™ pro-
vides the necessary tightness of assembly.

If the barrel will not turn in initially to
within % to Vs turn of vertical, then it will
be necessary to very carefully file forward
the barrel shoulder with a small, fine-cut,
safe-edge file. Do this in very small stages;
be particularly careful that the same
amount of metal is removed all the way
around, and that the shoulder remains
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KILL OR
GET KILLED

By Col. Rex Applegate

Due to popular demand, this classic text on
close combat has now been made available after
being out of print for ten years. The book delails
methods of sell defense, offensive close combat,
combal shooling, and lechniques of controlling
crowds in riot situations. “The desperately
serious business of hand to hand fighting, which
conforms to no rules of conduct is sel forth in
this book," Police Chial News. Kill or Get Killed
is considered the basic reference by which all
other books are judged. This book is a must for
every serious student and is a perfect addition to
any collection. 400 pp., 5'%x8%, illustrated, cloth-
bound, ISBN 0-87364-084-5, $15.95.

ORDER NOW! copylies) of KILL OR GET

Please send me
KILLED * $15.95 each

AMERICAN Please include $1.00 postage and handling
HANDGUNNER Enclosed is my check or money order for §
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Handguns & Rifle

MATICH revolver “Quick Loa

(reusable cartridge holder and SUPER FAST revolver loader)

Just INSERT...PULL TAB revolver is loaded

Failproof (Non-Mechanical), light, small, strong (Some
worked 8 years), can drop, throw, step on, carry in
pocket. Unique “Swingout” leather coses.

: Guns & Amma mag, [Jul'l! 1967 issue] SAID;
“This is an IITHEhE ¥ FAST method of load-
ing & revolver. Seems to be FOOLPROOF.™

Available for JB5PL. I5TMAG, and 41MAGNUM, All COLT and
SEW revolvers with swingout n')'llnd:u When ordering
state MAKE — MODEL and CALIBER of your revolver,

Write for Brochure.
MATICH LOADER .c2131444-9583
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perpendicular ta the bore centerline, File
and fit until the barrel wms up as de-
scribed. Then, finish the job as before,

If the barrel turns in too far, the prob-
lem is differemt—you must move the
shoulder rearward, so that it contacts the
frame sooner, and allows a tight draw 10
proper alignment.

If the shoulder needs 1o be moved rear-
ward more than about 005 inch, the
simplest and neatest method is to careful-
Iy cut and file a washer out of steel shim
stock whose thickness will allow the barrel
to turn up within Y turn of vertical; this
can be determined with a feeler gauge be-
tween barrel shoulder and frame. The
shim washer should be very carefully trim-
med to match the outer edge of the barre]
shoulder, finished smooth, and then blued
before the barrel is installed. When a les.
ser amount is J‘l':]l]irl'tl. the outer t'dgl' of
the shoulder is very carefully peened 1o
move it rearward. This is done with a
light, smooth-face hammer striking lightly

When the barrel shoulder needs to

and uniformly with overlapping strokes
around the outer edges of the shoulder, 17
this is done very carefully with many light
blows heavily overlapped, the surface will
not get noticeably marred, Get oo heavy-
handed, though, and the surface will look
like & cobblestone street. Peen the surface
until the barrel will twm up initially 1o
within 'a turn or a bit more of vertical.

Then, whether peened or shimmed,
draw the barrel up as described until it is
properly aligned. 1f there is a barrel pin,
run a drill or pin reamer one size larger
through the original hole to true it up,
Then, cut a tight-fitting pin from drill rod,
polish its ends to a radius, and drift into
place. Avoid damaging the frame around
the hole.

Il it sounds as if the job is finished,
you're mistaken. The barrel tenon is prob-
ably too long 1o allow the eylinder 1o be
swung into place. This is deliberate, =0
that the barrel/cylinder gap may be
properly regulated. Assemble the evlinder
and erane, and swing it until 0 sirkes the
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barrel tenon, and observe approximately
how much metal must be removed, With
the top strap masked so you won't mar the
finish, file the rear surface of the barrel
tenon forward, taking care that it remains
perpendicular to the bore center line, and
that the metal s removed uniformly all
around, Use a fine-cut file and apply chalk
to its teeth il necessary to eliminate chat-
ter; we don't want a rippled surface. Alter-
nately file a couple of strokes and ey the
eylinder until it will just barely close all
the way, Then, get out your feeler gauges,
and continue filing very carefully until a
uniform gap exists between barrel and
eyvlinder of at least .003 inch, but no more
than .006 inch when the eyvlinder is held
fully forward, Don’t make the mistake of
letting the fecler gauge erowd the eylinder
to the rear; it will likely have more than
003 inch end play, and thus when @
moves forward in normal functioning, it
will drag across the barrel tenon. This is
avoided by holding the evlinder fully for-

be moved to the rear only a few
thousandths of an inch, peening with a light hammer is the simplest way.

ward to the limit of its end play when mea-
suring the gap. Onee you've established
the proper gap, scrape or file off any
burrs, and the job is finished, with the ex-
ception of an optional bit of polishing with
an Arkansas stone on the barrel lace,
Nothing remains now but to remove the
evlinder, crane, and sideplate along with
the masking tape, then thoroughly serub
everything with solvent to remove filings
and old oil and grease. Reassemble every-
thing with proper lubricant and preserva-
tive, and you're ready 1o
shoot with a new barrel,

( COMBAT PISTOL WORK )
The finest custom work on all hand-
guns. Action work, throating, spe-
cial sights, hard chrome. Send
SASE for price list. LAWRENCE &
WOOD of the Gun Rack. Box 297,

Belmont, CA 94002. Ph.
@5!582-41 Ga. J
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IBVAILUATION

SPEER 260 GRAIN

.45 ACP BULLET

DO NOT consider the Gl 230

grain full jacketed ball cart-
ridge to be suitable for the taking
of large game. It has excessive
penelration and a complete lack of
expansion. The light weight 185
grain high velocity hollow point
jacketed bullets have a tendency
ifo go to pieces and ofien fail to
achieve adequate penetration.
When these light weight bullets
waork, they do an excellent job,
however, it has always appeared
to me that they lack consistency.

Speer has brought out a new
260 grain, soft nose, hollow point
bullet caliber 0.451. Personally, |
would have settled for a 230 grain
bullet but this new one should
prove to be extremely practical for
big game hunting in the big
Government Model pistol and in
the .45 ACP revolvers. Being an
automatic pistol man | will discuss
the pistol rather than the revolver,
however, those readers who have
the Model 1917 revolver or the
new Smith and Wesson Model 25
revolver should be able to equal or
even better the results listed be-
low.

The first thing that struck me
about the new bullet was the large
exposed mass of lead at the nose
with the hollow point. | instantly
assumed that | would have con-
stant feeding problems. | did not!
At no time did | experience any
functioning problems of any kind
with this bullet in my Colt Mark IV
pistol. This statement covers the
firing of about four hundred rounds
both in the Ransom Machine Rest
and nand held at varying targets
on my ranges.

Bullet expansion commences at
around 800 fps. | did not have the
Speer loading data to guide me so
| started with 5.0 grains of Unigue.
This is much too light a loading.
Seven grains of Unigue is too
heavy a load for my Mark IV but it
should be ideal for the large re-
volvers. | settled on 6.5 grains of
Unigue. This produced the excel-
lent expansion shown in the ac-
companying pictures. Bullet
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diameter went from 0.451 to
0.650. Six and one-half grains of
Unigue, the Federal large pistol
primer and Remington once lired
cases gave me a velocity average
of 849 fps on my Oehler chrono-
graph. Over a ten shot string for
record, maximum velocity varia-
tion ran 21 fps.

Accuracy is a very personal
thing. My Mark 1V has been fired
many thousands of rounds and has
never been accurized or altered.
As a result, | consider that the final
ten shot group fired for record
from my Ransom Machine Rest and
measurad center to center cutside
shots is more than adequate for big
game hunting at ranges up to fifty
yards. The group size ran 57/"
horizontal and 3%/" vertical.

One of the problems of loading
for an automatic pistol is powder
residue. | tried and worked up var-
ious loads with several powders
other than Unigue. A couple gave
me excellent accuracy and ex-
tremely high velocities but powder
residue combined with unburned
powder jammed the mechanism to
prevent complete closing of the
slide in battery and also allowed
the hammer to repeatedly fall to
half cock. With one powder this

took place after only a dozen or so
shots, The entire interior of the
pistol and the chamber would be
coated with unburned powder
despite the fact that this specilic
loading had been highly recom-
mended in several loading manu-
als. Unique burned clean and once
| settled on the 6.5 grains of
Unigue | did not clean the pistol
until the firing tests had been com-
pleted. | had no problems of any
kind.

| suggest that when the reader
buys these new bullets that he also
obtain a copy of Speer's loading
data for this specific bullet. It was
nol available when | received my
bullets.

It would appear that this loading
should be ideal for bear, deer and
other similar size animals. |
noticed in my expansion tests with
Duxseal that the bullets drove
deeply into the Duxseal despite
the excellent expansion which
bears out my long standing de-
mand for a .45 ACP bullet with suf-
ficient bullet inertia to drive in
deeply and yet expand. An ideal
design for this big, heavy and
much needed bullet. | can highly
recommend it!—Mason Williams

TYLER'S "T" GRI

BETTER SHOOQTING
willh IR impecd
cayl Aluminum Grp
ADARTOR Foa
COLT and 5 & W
Aevolvers
PRACTICAL—EASY TO INSTALL

Polished or Bisck $4.50; Goid $4:

DURABLE

TYLER'S TRIGGER SI'IGE

Durable hght waight cast aluminum lor Colt, S&'W
cahar modarn platols, rifles and shatguns
MI.II $31.75

aryd man
POLISHED §3.50 BLACK ﬂﬂ
AT TOUR FANDRITE DEAL

Send make & model of quf\ MNa 0 D 5 ploasa
sFiylly Guaraniesd *Prompd Postpaid Delivery
iEn"-:I for Catalog *Dealer Inguines Welcome

Genuine stag-ive

-gebra & rosewood gun H"E

Les Loaders—Bullet Molds—Gun Accesso

Hand-made Holsters & Bells, Leather & Claring
MELVIN TYLER MFG. AMD DIST,

1138 W, Beiton Ad., Okishoms City,

% HAME

Okis, 73174
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Holsters by Alessi

LESS! turns out an excellent
shoulder holster that is spar-
tan in its design and ultimately
practical. There is no excess
leather or gimmicks. The design is
close to ideal. Mine is for the
Browning Model 1935 9mm pistol
and has a pouch for a spare maga-
zine. It is light, cool, comfortable
and holds the pistol in the right
place all the time. Also, the maga-
zine pouch is so designed that it
takes the magazine one way only,
the right way, so that if you must
reload in a hurry the hand grasps
the magazine the right way en-
abling you to slam it into the pistol
butt without any extra fiddling or
handling.

Note that the shoulder holster
has the retaining snap inside the
trigger guard using a pull through
snap. This eliminates all the flaps
and extensions thal normally go
with a pull through snap located
out at the butt of the pistol. This is
excellent design.

Construction is tops with suffi-
cient sewing to do the job right
and yet without turning a clean,
light weight piece of good leather
into a heavy, clumsy rig. The
straps that run across the back are

thin, soft, light in weight and per-
fectly designed and executed.
Once the fit is right for the indi-
vidual, then the strap ends are
locked into place with solid brass
screws, There are no elastic in-
serls or gussetts or similar com-
pensations.

Alessi's Between the Pants and
the Belt holster has turned out to
be my favorite belt holster due to
the manner in which it lies—close
to the body, held securely by body
pressure against the bell. There
are no straps, snaps or anything to
hold the handgun in. Body vs. belt
pressure plus hand-formed fitting
of the holster to the handgun do
the job. It may be worn anywhere
around the body. | prefer the right
side just ahead of the right hip or
else as a cross draw if | am to be in
and out of planes, vehicles, etc. |
am really impressed with this par-
ticular holster. Again, it is well
stiched, superbly designed and
light in weight.

Alessi's address is 2465 Niag-
ara Falls Boulevard, Tonawanda,
New York 14150, All holsters are
custom-made, and you may have
to wait a bit for your order.—
Mason Williams
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COIMN DETECTORS

200 models & 15 brands

HNational Treasure
Hunters League

Mesquite, TX 75149
—wirite for free cotalog—
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CUSTOM HANDGUN STOCKS

Presentation grade stocks of fancy American
& exothc woods for discriminating shooters

SUPERIOR CRAFTSMANSHIP
Mustreded brochure $1.00
ROBERT H. NEWELL
Los Alamos, N.M. 87544

-

Send 31 lor Catalog to:

h——m'étt’s\
The Stock
. Company

Herrett's
Shooting Star

Genuina walnul
stocks for all
phases ol
handgunning
=
~Herrelts =

Box 741-H1 o
Qin Falls, Idaho 83301  ~tasin
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YOUR OWN .45 AUTO, COMMANDER
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{Continued from page 53

o

Traditional .38 Special load was inadequate per-
former, producing narrow wound channel in medium.

designed to be used in short-barreled .38s. They offer substan.
tially beuwer performance than the traditional round nose lead
bullet load. Their performance is listed below:

Snub Loads 2" expansion
1. R-P 95 gr. jhp 1003 fps 503"
2. 3&W 90 grain jsp 983 fps ABT"

By way of comparison, it should be pointed out that the 158
grain round nose lead .38 Special load only averages 652 feet
per second out of the two inch barrel, This load will not expand
at all in any test medium available.

The next category is the 110 grain loads. This is the bullet
weight originally chosen by Lee Jurras as ideal for this caliber.
Surprisingly enough, some of them offer higher velocities than
those specifically designed for the snub.

110 grain loads 2" 4"

1. Norma jhp  1120fps-.5687" 1312fps-.622"
2. Super Vel jhp  1025fps-.532" 1187ips-.589"
3. Winchester jhp 967fps-.506" 1045fps-.543"
4. Smith & Wesson jhp 1035fps-.512" 1148fps-.556"
5. Speer jhp 901fps-.499" 082fps-.522"
6. Federal jhp 945fps-.504" 1068fps-.572"

The Norma load offers outstanding performance in this bullet
weight. It also, however, has the brightest muzzle flash and heavier
recoil. This, of course, is the price one must generally pay for this
type of performance. The Speer load is not a + P, and is designed
for extensive use in airweight snubs, The Super Vel load is of cur-
rent manufacture, being produced by H&H Cartridge Corporation
(PO Box 294, Greenshurg, Indiana 472400

The 125 grain loads seem to be a hetter compromise between
velovity and bullet weight than most of the 110 grain loads.
They shoot closer to point of aim with fixed sight guns and offer
greater muzzle energy in most cases,

140 grain loads 2" 4"
1. Speer 140 grain jhp  901fps-.512" 1012ips-.542"

The 158 grain bullet is the traditional weight in this caliber,
and frankly it's my first choice, The lead hollow point loads by
Winchester and Federal offer reliable expansion in spite of rela.
tively low velocitics. These loads also have moderate muzzle
flash and hlast.

125 grain load " 4"

1. Remington jhp  901fps-.512" 1085fps-.563"
2. Speer jhp  B95fps-.500" 1045fps-.545"
3. Winchester jhp  B82ips-501" 965fps-.566"
4. Smith & Wesson jhp 1020fps-.545" 11898fps-.622"
5. Federal jhp  B99fps-552" 992{ps-618"

The S&W 125 grain jhp load is the top performer in this cate-
gory, although the Federal and Winchester loads offer good ex-
pansion because of excellent bullet design.
Only one manufacturer offers a load with the 140 grain bulley
weight, but this offering from Speer seems o provide an ex-
cellent compromise between expansion and penetration,

6

158 grain loads 2" 4"

1. Winchester Ihp  B825fps-.537" 1012ips-.577"
2. Federal Ihp B802fps-.523" 965fps-.556"
3. SawW Ihp  718fps-.425" 91 21ps-.502"
4. Winchester swc  747ips-.389" 034Ips-.465"
5. Federal swc 657fps-.358" 8011ps-.405"
6. Speer jsp  T732ips-438" 921ips-.487"
7. SaW jhp 801fps-.449" 918Ips- 537"
8. Federal mi-hv 843fps-.365" 922fps-.401"
9. Remington ml-sv 652fps-.358"  71Bfps-.358"
glossary;

Ihp=lead hollow peint, swc=semiwadcutter, jhp=jacketed hollow
point, jsp=jacketed soft point, mil-hv= round nose lead-high
velocity, ri-sv=round nose lead-standard velocity.

The last load listed is the traditional police serviee cartridge,
and can be used to compare the effectivencss of the various
loads tested. The Federal semi-wadeuner load is not a +P,
which accounts for its low velocity. s more efficent bullet
shape, however, would make it a better choice than the round
nose slug at the same velocity, The lead hollow points expand
well because of their relatively soft lead aloy, and their deep
hollow cavities,

All of these loads offer the handgunner noticeable gains over
the standard velocity .38 round. Which is best? The answer to
that question depends upon vour intended vuse.

For personal defense or snub use, | prefer the Winchester or
Federal lead hollow point loads. They don't have a copper
jacket that must rupture before substantial expansion can take
place. They're a good choice for home defense because the
moderate velocity minimizes the danger of overpenetration,

For police duty or hunting, | prefer the light weight-high
velocity hollow points. Their speed gives them the ability to
penetrate barriers and still provide good stopping power. For
cops who are not allowed to use hollow points, the 3&W and
Speer 125 grain jsp loads are probably the best choice. For
those departments that require a lead bullet, the Winehester
semi-wadeutter is elearly the best choice.

The .38 Special has long been a traditional favorite with hand-
gunners, With the proper load they also make it a caliber that
can be depended upon to do what it’s inventor
originally designed it for.,

S&W 125 grain jhp at just under 1200 fps from a
4'" barrel literally destroyed the clay block.
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DAISY M-62

{Continued from page 33)

not depend on direct metal contact to seal
power. Rather, there are concentric re-
vesses for snvthetic breech seals: one in
the barrel breech face and one in the
apposite standing breech face. 11 ever
needed, these are easily replaceable, The
loading breech block can be removed
{one screw) for 1'r|1n|,;-u't'r|1t'l'|L cleaning or
treatment.

A combination friction-proofing and
wear compensalion treatment is outlined
in the instructions. This procedure calls
for applying Molykote M-88 on the load-
ing breech to build up a low-friction, low-
wear surface. For those not familiar with
M.88, I'd like 1o explain that it is a paint-
like mixture of finely ground MOS 2
{molybdenum disulphide—"moly"” for
short) in a fast air-dry volatile carrier. The
material can be brushed on or the small
parts dipped. There is also an aerosol can
dispensed MOS 2 called “Spraykote™ for
similar applications. Both of these are
products of Alpha-Molvkote, a division of
Dow Corning.

AMMUNITION

The D62 swing-out loading breech is
really the heart of the gun. Carelessness or
misunderstanding of a few common sense
precautions could spell the difference be.
tween short and long term service. En-
lightened owners should stick with pellet
ammunition that fits the loading breech
properly and avoid certain types which
will ruin the seals For example: The
pointed, Japancse Mu Star “Silver Jet”
pellets should not be used in the D62 be-
whereas the leading breech is but (247"
thick. This means that about 010" of the
pellet protrudes and will rub across the
seals every time loading breech is closed.
Despite uniform appearance, these pelles
are somewhat undersize by British and W,
German standards, The regular “Jet™ pel-
lets, which are the same pellet minus the
peint, are closer to conventional length
and do not protrude, but are also of mini-
mal diameter. The pistol should be held as
close to horizontal as possible when load-

ing under-size ammo and then close the
breech carefully without tilting. On the
other hand, a few brands of pellets have
an oversize flare in the tail section and
unless fully seated into the loading breech,
these will wear on the rear seal with cach
bireech closing. Ideally, the pellet should
fall into the loading breech port hole and
remain there without either end protrud-
ing while the pistol is held in a safe,
muzele-down, loading position. Daisy
“Bullseye™ and RWS “Haobby™ and *Meis-
terkugeln™ pellets fit perfectly, as do many
others. Advisedly, new air gun owners
should always do some individual testing
and selecting to determine most suitahle
ammo for their !Iaﬂ'l!'lllﬂl' plece,

GENERAL

Spring powered, single shot, 177 cali-
ber and rated at 390 fps M/V, 1 find my
D62 shooting a bit over 400, Weight is 2
Ibs. 14 oz but seems lighter because of
good balance and anatomically tailored
grip. Finish is blue steel barrel-receiver
and black erackle frame. Over-all length
is 14%%". The fixed, steel barrel s 7.2
inches long, rifled 12 grooves, right hand
twist, | turn in 16 inches. Packaging is in
molded polystyrene case. Included with
the pistol are oil bottle, cleaning rod,
brush, tin of 250 pellets and concise, well-
written instruction manual. A good fea-
ture common only to El Gamo air arms is
a small oil-hole provision midway along
the top of receiver. When any underlever
or barrel-cocking spring-piston pellet gun
is being cocked, considerable thrust is
exerted upward by the piston as it rubs
along the inside, top of receiver. In my
vears of experience, 've had several guns
seize and gall from the friction. A coating
of MOS 2 can prevent this, of course, but
few manufacturers make initial applica-
tion. Generally, it takes an undesirable
amount of oil applied via underneath slot
or front vent hole 1o lubricate the rather
inaccessable upper rear (lop) piston travel
portion. Thus, the small oil hole provides
a means for safe, easy maintenance,

The D62 is a gutsy gun; with refine-
ments one expects only in more expensive
air pistols. Strong, accurate, it lines up as
a good all-purpose arm equally at home in

the hands of the target marks- _‘

man or the sporting shot.

THE BEST OF THE SMITHS—
The New Century Triple Lock

(Continued from page 23)

locity a bit, the performance could easily
have paralleled that of the .45 ACP. How-
ever, since the caliber is obsolete and can
be found only in remote places, reloading
makes little sense, Clearly, a .455 Triple
Lock should be left alone unless it has al-
ready had its collector's value diminished,
in which case rechambering for the 45
Long Colt is a fairly good idea.

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER o

Inasmuch as my personal prize is origi-
nal from top to bottom, | have no inten-
tion whatever of rechambering for any
caliber. The fact that hundreds of other
picces have been altered serves only 1o en-
hanee the value of one that remains origi-
nal.

Photos simply cannot begin to capture
the true beauty of this delightful relic. De-
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By Hatcher, Jury and Weller

The classic reference book of the ballis-
tics trade is now available in a new
printing to ballisticians and tool mark
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This outstanding reference work encom-
passes many ballistics and tool mark
topics, including: a history of firearms
identification, modern firearms manufac-
ture, firearms and cartridges tool marks,
photography in investigation of firearms
crimes, firearms identification laboratory
equipment, investigation of firearms
crimes, laboratory investigation and pro-
ceedings in “no gun" work, automatic
weapons and rifle identification.

1000 Limited Editions Only!
Orders processed by postmark!

AMERICAN HANDGUMMER MAGAZINE
8150 M, Central Park «Skokie, IL 60076
Enclosed is my cheek for — copylies) of
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spite some  mild scratches and slight
points of holster wear, the overall appear-
ance is sufficient 1o demonstrate remark-
able fit and finish to the most discriminat-
ing viewer. | would well imagine that the
majority of machinists would shake their
heads in disbeliel at the utterly ineredible
hairline plate fit and fit at points of yoke
lock up.

I have reason to believe good old
#5004 has been handled quite a bit b
fired very few times, if at all, There is no
scorching whatever on the face of the
eylinder and the bore of the beautifully ta-
pered 6" barrel could easily pass for
mint, It is truly a fine piece and one you
can bet Ull treasure. As a heritage weapon,
it will be passed on for many years to
O,

So, the next time you have the pleasant
n|r|1-|‘:r11tl1|'1‘_r' Lo visil a gun show or your fa-
vorite dealer, see if yor can find an un-
altered Triple Lock, If you can, grab it; it
simply is not just another Smith & Wes-
son. Hather, it is a product reflecting the
height of pride in workmanship and a gun

you'll always find difficuh
Lo pul down.

CLEANING TOOLS

{Continued from page 52)

In order to clean the forcing cone, the rod
is inserted through the muoeele. A brass
patch is placed on the cone tip and bem
back along the cone’s taper. The cone is
inserted into the forcing cone and serewed
on the rod. Insert the key (supplied) into
the hole in the cone tip and wrn the han-
dle clockwise to lock the pateh between
the cone tip and rod. Pull the rod back
through the bore as far as possible and
while keeping a constanl pressure, lurn
the |'|:;|1| 1'||;||,'l-;1.'| 15e a |111|f-r1u:.|~|1 li:m'.-. This

““u SEBUNB PLAEE WINNEH" ; should be sufficient o remove all lead
from the forcing cone.

The Lewis Lead Remover is available in

Bill Jordan tells it like it is in ® GUNS .38/.357, .41 Mag., .44, and 45 caliber
his fascinating book about gun e LOADS kits at 87.95 each. Extra hrass patches,

® LEATHER udaph-r kits, and ﬁp.-. are also available.
: 3 e FAST DRAW Besides being modestly priced, the Lewis
equipment to use. Informative e COMBAT SHOOTING Lead Remover is a must for those who
and Exciting reﬂdfnﬂ. ® GUNFIGHTING shoot cast bullet loads, It may be ordered

from your local gunshop or direct. Place

fighting, how to do it and what

TR R 1 | inquiries and orders to: LLEM. Gun Spe-
I[ S,éemf Bonus — All GUNS readers will receive a % | cialities, P.O. Box 31, Dept. AH, College
| personally autographed copy. Order yours today, and, | | [ark, Georgis, 30337, _ )

| order ons: for a frlend; | g caseatl s el pectara
{ Please send me _ mpﬂlas} @ $6.50. plus 50¢ (per I ance on the range, in the field, or for de-
I book) for postage and handling. | | fense purposes. The products covered in
l | | this article do make the cleaning of hand-
| Name = = = - | guns much easier and cover the price

I

I Address || ranges almost everyone can afford. Mod-
: R P = = S j ern fircarms have come a long way and |
i City . = State . Zip___ I for one am happy to see the moderniza-
i GUNS MAGAZINE 8150 N. Central Pk., Skokie, 1ll. 60076 | | vion of handgun cleaning —‘
o s e s s s o i S - - o e i - Bl e S S [ B - . st . s - | |'|!H|jl||'|l:"||[.
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BUFFALO HUNT WITH AN AUTO MAG

(Continued from page 31)

Doc fired from the edge of the woods.
His first hit with the (270 didnt even pro-
duce a Minch. At his third hit the buffalos
front feet came off of the ground. Doc got
his fourth shot in the thorax with no reac-
tion to impact from the buffalo. The other
bulls began 1o get excited, pawing the
blood in the snow and smashing their mas-
sive skulls imta it—tails held high, Doe’s
buffale went down in an upright position
and the other bulls moved in on him from
bhoth zides. We were running o scare
them off, yelling and waving our hats as
they butted him from both sides. They
moved off a bit, still obviously exvited and
Harvey told Doe 1o give him another one
behind the ear. Doc did and the other
bulls did not react at all. They had moved
of f 40-50 vards and were still obviously ex-
cited. Doc and Harvey left to get the ve-
hicles and Lee and | staved with the bull
as Harvey said the others would tear him
up. The other bulls made several ap-
proaches and we finally drove them away
by running at them, velling and jumping
around  like They weren’l
seared—just seemed to be somewhat puz-
gled and a little irritated,

Doc's trophy was a mature bull about
five vears old. His hide and horns were
pe «rfect. After the shooting is over the
work begins, On 2200 pounds or so of
buffalo it's a lot of work but the Rangers
are well equipped o handle . They pre-
fer you don’t shoot afier 1-2:00 P.M, and
only shoot where it is relatively casy 1o get
to the animal. It makes sense. Alter the
buffale was loaded on the Rangers truck
via a hoist we spent the rest of the day
looking for another one.

We found the band the old bov had
been with but couldn’t find any sign of
him. Frankly, we didn’t see any others that
would mateh Doe’s that day but did look
over some terrific whitetail racks.

The next moming we looked for him
again without success. We located three
IH.I”"‘- II]HI Ii"ihl'l{ HIHHI on a I'lillhiii" H."l.]
Harvey and I approached close enough to
get a good look at them. One was about as

maniacs,

good as Doe’s but | passed in favor of k-
ing another look for the old one. These
three hadn't been disturbed and wouldn’t
move far. Thirty minutes later Harvey
spotted a solitary bull up high. The spot-
ting scope revealed it was him or another
with the same horn configuration. We go
close enough so 1 could positively identify
him before he melied into the woods and
left the hill. He put on quite a show for
Lee and Doc at the bottom of the hill,
pawing dirt, rolling and making “false
charges” before heading into the timber
and up the next hill,

Lee, one of the other Rangers and 1
went up the hill afier him and somewhere
near the top 1 could have shot but | was
afraid I'd hit him! Getting him down from
there piece by piece wasn't really my idea
of how to spend the next couple of days.
At one point he cut into the edge of some
pines and waited, pawing and stamping
the ground until we came into sight. He
then continued through the edge of the
woods, out of sight until a raise in the
ground covered him, and then came owu
of the woods and headed in his original di-
rection. In a matter of a couple of days he
had been rejected by the herd or kicked
out by another bull and had become a soli-
tary renegade,

| would estimate we were on him for
1.2 miles before he attempted to join a
small group of bulls and we made our ap-
proach. A fight was clearly about 1o start
when they spotted us and the old bull tried
to integrate himsell with them. They re.
acted much as the others did when we ap.
proached to take pictures; they simply be-
come immobile—except that the eye
never leaves you.

| had previously decided to try to hit the
bull 4-5 times before he went down if pos.
sible, Very linle experience has been ob-
tained with animals this size” with hand-
guns, Performance of the guns and am-
munition are largely unknown, Likewise,
iltlll" ih kr“'“‘" 1|E IIH' Tl'ﬂ"li"“ ‘l‘r |H.rgt' ""i'
mals when hit with heavy handgun loads,
In general, it is a pretty well established
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fact that the so called shock effect of any
sporting arm is largely ineffective on large
animals, After all, a projectile weighing
half an ounce or so can't really produce
much effect against a targel weighing a
ten. At best, the brain or spinal column
can be interrupted and the animal
dropped on the spol. Few, il any animals
van last more than a minute or so if the
heart or lungs are penetrated by a reason.
ahly siged projectile. Gramed, most ani-
go quite a distance in a minute,
or il dangerous, can certainly kill the
hunter within a minute. Olwiously, an ani-
mil wounded in a non-vital area can last a
long time, | simply do not believe the tales
of lung shot deer traveling miles before
they are either felled or lost. Gut shot, yes,
lung shot, me.

The optimum planned shooting was to
try for one through the heant, two or three
through the lungs and a spine shot 1o see if
the penetration and tissue damage 1o vital
organs was great enough o warrant this
tvpe of shot on large game,

I approached the old bull using the
other scattered animals as cover. Lee
staved behind me with a telephoto lens fo-
cused on the bull. The effect made the dis-
tanee between me and the bull appear un-
realistically close in the photos. Move-
ment of the other animals was minimal as
was that of the old bull. At a distance of
about 75 vards | sat in the snow. | had

mals vy

carefully located the heart, lungs, and
spine while examining Doc’s bull and
1'|.H.“l'l| ru]' a I'!"‘ElT 1‘1]1“1_ II‘l"' h'““ ||'|“"t"[i
only shghtly and never kept his left fore.
leg ahead of the heart long enough for an
open shot at the heart, About the time the
cold started getting through, | sensed he
was going to bolt and shot him through
the left front leg into the heart. He im-
mediately broke into a run without show-
ing any other sign of a hit. | jumped to my
feet and angled three shols through his
lungs before another bull got in the way. |
could see he was blowing blood and the
entire group was running together. They
started to swing around into a “LU" head-
ing downhill toward a creek bottom. As |
had loaded only five rounds and had fired
four, | changed magazines as | ran 1o cul
them off. They turned and for a short time
were headed directly at me—and what a
sight that was. They wrned aside slightly.
The hit bull was blowing blood profusely
and began 1o wobble. As they passed in
front of me a clear shot presented itself
and 1 shot him through the spine ahead of
the hips where | could see it. He collapsed
at the shot and was dead when we got to
him. The other bulls passed ahead of him
as he fell and although they showed con-

vern, were not nearly as hard to drive off

as they were from the first bull.

| paced off how far he went. The first
signs of blood were found abowt three feet
ahead of where his hooves dug in at im-
pact of the first buller. By fifty paces the
blood trail was greater than any 1 had
previously seen. Al 255 paces he was

08

down and dead. | would estimate the total
time from first shot until it was all over
nol to excecd 30-35 seconds al most,
The final shot had penetrated the leg,
grazing the bone and dead centered the
heart. The jacket of this round was found
inside the heart. Two of the lung shots
woere side by side about Tour inches apart.
The third was a high shot as | was going
for the high lungs or spine at about
L10-1200 yards, It landed about eight
inches above the other two. All three were
angled from/through the diaphragm
ln'lﬂ..'!rql '||i-‘ l‘l.,l.l:"'l\ I.IE Ihq' u”. hjl.l:l“ll:ll"l'. I]I'I.\u
were lound under the hide on the off side,
The last shot penetrated the spine without

F

severing the spinal vord and was found
under the hide on the off side.

Wound evaluations indicated:
l. The first shot had penetrated the hean
seriously impairing its function although 1
doubt i its function ceased entirely for
1 50-200 paces from the appearance of the
animal and blood trail,

2. Lung damage was very massive.

3. The spine shot penetrated the spine
completely but missed the spinal cord it-
sell. Shattering of the vertebrae/shock to

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER o
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spinal cord itzell immediately put him
down and may have been immediately
fanal.

4. Individual bullet damage by the .44
equaled or exceeded individual bulle
damage by the 150 grain 270 bullets and
the 44 penectrated considerably Turther,
The 44 bullet did not blow up on the
spine whereas one 270 bullet completely
blew on a rib.

5. Several of the s penetrated 3-4
feet of ribs and tissue. Penetration is im-
possible to measure on an animal of this
size,

6. Az expected, no commercially made
A bullet is designed for this tough usage.

- "ﬁ

I

=
w

-

-

| was surprised that 265 grain Hornadys
performed as well as they did. All of them
shed their jackets but the bullets cores re-
tained practically all of their weight and
penetrated in a siraight line without tum-
bling. Bullet performance was excellent
even with the loss of jackets considered, |
feel certain any of these shols would have
completely penetrated an elk or moose.
7. Ltend to feel the .44 AMP or for that
matter a .44 Magnum with this bullet
would provide sufficient penetration and
JANUARY /FEBRUARY 1878



tissue damage for any non-dangerous
game. If the ability to penetrate shoulders
ete. is necessary, the KTW bullet made of
architectural bronze teflon coated should
be considered. It, perhaps, could benefit
from being drilled and having a lead core
inserted in its base for this usage although
it would be superfluous for its intended
usage of metal penetrating.

I'm convineed that it is reasonable 1o
expect quick clean kills on animals of this
size with conventionally available guns
and ammunition. It would centainly be
possible to get immediate one shot Kills
with several calibers by shooting the brain
or spinal column through the neck or be-
hind the shoulder.

I consider a seoped gun a definite asset
in shot placement in open country if the
scope does not negatively affect the bal-
ance of the gun,

The facilities at the Park for processing
the meat are excellent. They quarter and
chill them. Hides are salied and rolled,

We were in a ¥ ton Chevy pick-up with
a high cab and air shocks. The two buffalo
completely filled it and it was a real job
getting it loaded. As | recall, it was neces-
sary to fill the air shocks to capacity and
run 80 PS1 in the tires for the trip home.
Two buffalo would tax an ordinary % ton
pick-up to over maximum and would be
entirely too much for a half ton.

By weighing the quarters and applying a
percentage factor, the Rangers figured
Doc’s bull about a hundred pounds heav-
ier than mine and put its weight at 2200
pounds.

We haven't gotten the heads back from
the taxidermist yet and there was a prob-
lem obtaining forms large enough for
them. The hides are prime and large
enough to completely cover a queen size
bed; to the floor on cach side. The meat is
excellent and there was about 900 pounds
from each animal. Contrary to what I've
read, the meat {rom the hump is my least
favorite of any pant of it. Buffalo is richer
in protein than beef and seemingly is
more filling than beef. At a buck and a
quarter or so a pound including process-
ing it's reasonably priced without the hunt
included.

From what I've read on buffale hum-
ing, todays hunt at Custer State Park is
more challenging than those hunts in the
1800s. Todays hunt is certainly more con-
venient as travel is by vehicle instead of
horseback but 1 can’t see that setting up
on the edge of a herd with a 3'WX.50
Sharps and punching them through the
lungs as they milled around was anything
but meat and hide hunting on a grand
scale,

The terrain and vastness of Custer
make a hunt for a trophy buffalo there at
least as challenging as many other hunts
I've been on. Park personnel are cour-
teous and professional; vou couldn’t ask
for better treatment and a hell of a lot of

guides and outfitters could ke _‘

some lessons from them.
AMERICAN HAMDGLMMNER -
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PFbM]nr Ind., Box 38, 14A Hughey 5t., Mashua, N.H.

REMEMBER THE OLD ASH CAMS. MBO etc? 'Cﬂﬂ'i—
plete detailed Instructions on we and  man
others. Send 00 to: Pioneer Ind., Bn: 38, IM
Hughey 51., Nashua, NH 03041,

P?R‘I‘IN GOODS AMD POLICE EQUIPMENT
CATALOG—$4.95. FREE SPORTSMEN CO,, BOX 154,
INDIANA, PA 15701,

FIREWORKS. MAKE YOUR OWN ROCKETS, MEDy
FOUNTAINS, MANY MORE. EASY INSTRUCTIONS
$3.00. MICHAELS, 323 5. Franklin, WB04, Chicsga,

1L 40604,

FREEN! POLICE IN'H"ES'I'IGATI‘U'E SCHEMAT!CSJ
BOOKS AND EQUIPMENT LISTINGS QUIMTRON
BOX 548-HG SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98111,

INTELLIGENCE LETTER—ESPIONAGE, ASSASSIMA-
TION, MERCEMARIES, KARATE. SAMPLE—$1.00 OR
$9/12 ISSUES, HORIZONN, BOX &7, ST. CHAR-
LES, MO 53301.

SOLID SAND CAST SILICOM BEONIE BELT aucx
LES, OVER 200 DESIGHE IN smc SHORT B
BRAMD™ AND CUSTOM MADE DESIGMS ﬂun
SPECIALTY. ALL nuchEE ARE HAND FINISHED,
DEALERS INVITED. BUCKLES BY MIKE, 1225 MAM.
IANITA DEPT. AH, LOS ANGELES, CA. 90009,

BAZOOKAS, Grenades, Silencers and hundreds of
ather improvised weapons are easy to build with
simple hand tools when you hawe THE POOR
MAN'S ARMORER, The OMNLY magazine aof M.
PROVISED WEAPONRY! 12 Iswuves for 510,00 Bulk
Mail, $13.00 Tat Class. Send to: Poor Man's Armorer,
Dept. AH, Box 586, Eureka, CA 95501,

VINYL BUMPERSTICKER proclaiming: “GOVERN.
MENT=Publlc Enemy No. 17 51 esch/] for 2. H-G
Enterprisves, Dept, H, Clarklake, Mich. 47234,

EMBLEMS—SWIS5 EMBROIDERED TO YOUR DESIGH
AMND COLORS, SEND US YOUR SKETCH OR S

PLE, GUANTITY DESIRED, FREE ESTIMATES, wEI'I'E
HJ lelaﬂ‘[!'r P.O. EON 243, LAMOKA HARBOR,

Brass, Liguid filled Lensalie Compass, Luminous
Letters. Mint. $10.00 [US Regulation Brass Bugle.
Mint $27.00). (M-51 Lined OD Hood. Snorkel Fromi.
Wllur;!rnn'F Mow, $5.00] Prepald. Surplus Pleture
List Refundable. G-'LIN‘ELJNNEE SURPLUS,
5594 Alrways, Memphis, Tenn, 3811

GUNS & AMMUNITION

BULLET LUBE, Alox or Lithium base, hollow or lnlld
safisfaction or refund, 12th. vesr of lube makl
20 aticks $10.00 & 90 U.P.S.—Choste Mechine
Tool Co, Box 218 Baldknob, Ark, 72010,

GUN EQUIPMENT

“GUNS, TEAR GAS, HANDCUFFS, POLICE EQUIP-
MENT BY MAIL, NO PERMITS REGUIRED. SEND
$1.00 FOR CATALOG TO: LAW ENFORCEMENT
PRODUCTS, 5200 5. SAYRE, CHICAGO, ILL. 60638."

RUGER OWMERS: Mine Shot .22 Automatic pistol
m-gumu with free thumb saver—35.40, al st
I‘T‘ grips for 22 sutomatic pistel (says with or
aut “A.100" stamped on left side of pilstel
frame}—54.75. Owversized walnut grips for
porreiy o il B0 L L R
or andlin [ In ona r-
san, Box 292, Bethe il Cfmgt -

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 1978

CRIMEFIGHTERS Send $1.00 ﬁllrllundlhll! For Cwur
New Police Catalog B-PEC Dept. AH®, 9889 Alon-
dra, Bellflower, Callf. 30704,

Joba Available With The Merchant Marinesl Travel

=Make Big Money—Work On Ships. Complete
Information $5.00. Fulure Press, P. O. Box
Whealing, Wast Va. 25003,

ULTIMATE DEFENSE SIDEARM, HP—F77 CAL 45
AUTO. PISTOL 12 RDS, CAPACITY, STAG. COLMMN.

[

MAGS. ACCURACY, FIREPOWER, SIMPLICITY, SEND
$3 FOR € LARGE 127 X 18" SCALED LINE BMW
INGS INC. MILITARY & POLICE MODELS, T M.
RAMOS SUPREME ARMS DESIGNS, 489 CMII!\W
AVE. TORONTO, ONT. CANADA MAK.-3H?.
WE WILL ENCLGSE SIMPLE FIREARM DE,SIGH.S
WIINST!UCTIQN KIT, ADD $2.00 FOR LARGE
13" X 157 EXACT SCALE LINE DMW!NGS—MIHI
DERRINGER, MINI REVOLVER, SHOTGUN PISTOL &
MINI S. M. G. LIMITED PRINTS LEFT,
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THE AMERICAN

HANDGUNNER

. the only magazine of its kind in the handgun market

Unlike any other publication appearing on newsstands today, THE AMER-
ICAN HANDGUNNER is a pioneer in its field. Currently a bhi-monthly
publication, THE AMERICAN HANDGUNNER is a sure shot in your aim
towards total knowledge of the handgun market. With feature articles that
cover combat and self-defense shooting, hunting, reloading, collecting and
pistolsmithing, THE AMERICAN HANDGUNNER is unchallenged in its

editorial excellence. Subscribe now, for a one of a kind opportunity.

® Articles by Bill Jordan, George Nonte,
J. D. Jones

® Gun of the Month Giveaways

® Full color feature articles

With your subscription to THE
AMERICAN HANDGUNNER
you will receive ABSOLUTELY
FREE a copy of the 1977
HANDGUN ANNUAL. THE
HANDGUN ANNUAL features

SACLMBEN 147y 30

UNNER

Six— Details lnﬂﬂe

hundreds of famous handguns
described in authentic detail.
It is an unquestionable must for

all handgun enthusiasts.
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AMERICAN HANDGUNNER MAGAZINE
£150 M. Central Park = Shokie, IL 60076

[0 $7.50 enclosed. Please send me a full year
subscription (6 issues) to THE AMERICAN
HANDGUNNER

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZiP

Dept. AH-1




Join PM A to Improve Your Shooting Skills

Americas onlyorganization dedicated
solely to police weapons training
and competitive shooting.

STEP-BY-STEP HELP FROM THE PROS

If you want to learn the “secrets” of champions and the techniques of expert firearms
instructors . .
and many more . . .
PMA’s membership roll is growing rapidly because we police shooters are
special—a different type of shooter from civilian competitive shooters. For us,
Training and Competition go hand-in-hand
Created exclusively for Law Enforcement Personnel and Officers, PMA is
America’s first organization dedicated o improving an officer’s skills both as a
training supplement and for competition. There are a lot of police groups
around but none designed just for shooting and weapons training. Each of our
member benefits are aimed at serving you and helping you become a better
marksman.

. like Royee Weddle, Frank May, Allen Arrington, Tony Borgese
you are invited to join the Police Marksman Association,

PMA members are already ¢xchanging ideas and techniques that will provide
you with supplemental skills and knowledge you need to enhance your chances
of survival in performance of duty. Join our thousands of satisfied members
who agree that PMA is the EXTRA EDGE for winning — on the job and in
matches. If you want to learn more, gain confidence, and ability to react,
we'll be proud to have you join us. Here's why you should sign up today!

The POLICE MARKSMAN Magazine - Available only to PMA Members!

You'll receive the only magazine written by police officers and
training experts for police shooters. Every issue of POLICE
MARKSMAN is filled with info about combat shooting, bull’s-eye
shooting, and training techniques you can put into action im-
mediately.

The champions and the training experts combine their
talents . . . give away their “secrets” in professional “how-to" ar-
ticles that guarantee to improve your shooting skills. You'll learn
“How to Care for Equipmemt” . . . “"How to Perfect Your
Stance™ . “The Effects of Light on Sight Align-
ment” . . . “Ways to Improve Your Aim and Your Draw™. You'll

Plus Get These Full-Fledged Member Benefits!

You can join PMA cither as a Full-Fledged Member or an Associate
Member. In addition w getting Police Marksman Magazine. as a Full-
Fledged Member you enjoy these extra benefits:

NOTE: Full-Fledged PMA membership available only 1o recognized
Law Enforcement Personnel and (fficers.

FPMA MEMBERSHIF CARD— You will receive an official personal
membership card identifying you as a Full-Fledged Member
SPECIAL MEMBER BUYING SERVICE—To assist vou in finding
difficult to locate equipment and to provide you with discount member
huying privileges

ELIGIBLE FOR PMA AWARDS—You become eligible fur PMA
mational recognition awards: The Joerg-Sloan Trophy, The Police
Marksman Awards and Postal Matches

PMA EMBLEM —You will be sent a handsome embroidered Police
Marksman Association Patch to wear on your cap or shirts.

Associate members receive POLICE MARKSMAN Magazine only

be communicating, exchanging ideas, and learning from top
shooters and training officers across the country in every page of
POLICE MARKSMAN.

Try shooting after reading just one issue of POLICE MARKS-
MAN. This exciting, fact-filled magazine will give you all the ex-
tra-edge you need for job security and training. And for competitive
shooting, it will become as vital to reaching a 1400 score as
speedloaders are! Complete your application card today and mail it
along with your dues so you can start enjoying all PMA benefits,
Your cost to join is only about the cost of three boxes of target
ammo! There’s even more . . .

7 g

POLICE MARKSMAN ASSOCIATION
200 South Hull Strect
Montgomery, Alabama 36104

Yo&! Enroll me as o membser of PMA s indicated belisw, 1F 1 amy mot
completely satisfied. I will notifly sou and you will refund my dues

Full-Fledged Member: | yr.—515—=Elgible fur all PMA Benefits
fopen only for recognized low enforcement personnel. )

Assuciate Member: | yr—510 (THE POLICE
Magazine only) Open to interested shasners,

Bill me

MARKSMAN

Chaeck one s enclosed:
Charge niy: - MC#

BAL
Bank om which account s drawn

Exp. due

Exp. e

NAMI
Title/Pesition
Street
Ciny Stite Zip
AH-1

- -

[ -



This 30-00 case gets hit
with 24 tons of pressure
every time you fire it, but

it’s a W-Wcase so it will

resize and maintain its high
quality 24 tons after 24 tons
atter 24 tons...

The way this 30-06 case stands up to these tremendous
pressures and can be resized again and again — if you're using
proper reloading techniques — is typical of Winchester-Western
brass in any of our 56 calibers.

The brass for our cases is custom formulated in our own
brass mill. Obviously we can't guarantee any specific number of
reloads, but our unsurpassed quality means that you're using the
most reliable brass you can buy: for rifle or handgun reloading.

Using the full line of W-W components — Ball Powder,
Staynless” Primers, and our precisely engineered hunting and
match bullets — will let you create the balanced reload you want
for maximum accuracy, performance and dependability.

To get the latest information on more than 600 shotshell, rifle,

and handgun reloads, send for your free copy of __.
our Ball Powder Loading Data Book. Write %‘

Winchester-Western, 275 Winchester ‘Adh /.
Avenue, New Haven, CT 06504, o
Attention Dara Book. W/VWR
Ricg v Hekiy ke b o SO Hoaloir?.
we don't want you

o @ 10 miss a thing.
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