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A high ener~, owder designed 
for target and standard velocity 

& .- 
service loads for nearly all 

handgun cartridges. 

Duplicates AA 
20 ga. factory l d  
'Eceptional ballis- 
tic uniformity in a 
range of applica- 
tions from 12 to 
20 ga. 

. v 
piheil powder.. 

I The superior mag- 
num powder that's 
ideal for 3-inch cases. 

Wect fa - - m y  loads 
for lZ,l6and2Oga.A 
real favorite with 28 ga. 
shooters. 

A high energy hand" n powder 
suitable for high velocity loads in - .  
a wide range of calibers. 
m For use ih 12,16,20 

and 28 gauges. 

vc,y pupua w , ~ h  bend 
rest shooters. This high 

. accuracy powder has 
applications from .22 to 
-45 caliber. 

A vc,y ucI,x puwucl  at makes i 
it a cinch to reload the 410. ~ , Duplicates factory ballistics ~ 
for the -357 magnum, .4 

Spifically designed for maximum 
pformance in smaller rifle cases 

such as the .22 Hornet. 

Designed for a wide range 
4 applications including 

mgnum cartridges. Very 
.accurate in cartridges such 
as the .243. 

Excellent ballistic 
uniformity for a wide 
range of calibers up to 
and including -375 H&H. 

Ball Powder; buy the numbers! 
- 

We've got the right number for nearly every reloading 
requirement.. .with the kind of ballistic uniformity, 

precision metering and clean burning qualities you'll 
find in our famous factory loaded ammunition. Find 
out more a b u t  the superior smokeless propellant by 
writing for the new free Ball Powder Loading Data 

Book with information on 600 shotshell, rifle and hand- 4 
gun reloads. winchester-western, 275 Winchester We don't m t  JOU 

Avenue, New Haven, 06504. Attention: Data h k .  mis a 
@and TM ace trademarks of O h  Corpxation 
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IANS h&e been finalized for the 1978 Handgunner 
'Awards Banquet, and this is one you should not miss. 
The Banquet will be held at the same time as the NRA 
Show, April 16 to be exact, in Salt Lake City, Utah. 

The line-up of guest speakers promises an evening to 
remember. Harlon Carter, Executive Vice President of the 
NRA will be the featured speaker. Considering the pres- 
ent climate of handgun legislation, Carter's words should 
be of importance to everyone concerned with the future of 
the handgun in America. 

That's not all. Neal Knox, editor of the "Rifle" and 
"Handloader" magazines will speak on "Handguns and 
the Media," and, I'm sure, get into some background of his 
role in the battle to reform the N U .  Ted Rowe, president 
of Harrington & Richardson, will speak on behalf of the 
firearms industry. Bill Jordan, who was the hit of last year's 
banquet, will once again handle the proceedings as 
Master of Ceremonies-that alone is worth the price of 
admission. 

This is more than iust a banquet, with speakers, a dinner 
and a fast goodbye. Many individuals and manufacturers 
have contributed door prizes worth thousands of dollars, 
and that part of the evening should prove not only excit- 
ing, but rewarding to many who attend. 

Here's the best part. As much as is possible, celebrity 
guests will preside over many.of the tables, and though 
seating arrangements will be assigned on a first-come- 
firstsewed basis, chances are that you'll be able to enioy 
the evening with the likes of Jordan, Nonte, Jurras, Keith 
or one of the many other notables who will .attend. 

Tickets to the banquet will be available at the door or 
at the NRA Convention but I would suggest you order 
yours right now. Last year's banquet was a sell-out and ad- 
vance ticket sales are already coming in. 

Once again, here are the details. The banquet will be 
held on April 16th at the Hotel Utah in Salt Lake City. The 
price is $25.00 per person, and that includes not only the 
dinner itself, but a chance at the door prizes. The banquet 
is open not only to members of the OAHA Foundation, but 
to al l  who are interested in handgunning as a sport. Join 
us in Salt Lake City, you won't be disappointed. 

To order your tickets, send $25.00, check or money 
order, for each person attending to: 

Larry Kelly, OAHA Foundation 
3001 6 S. River Road 

Mt. Clemens, Michigan 48045 
A Personal note: i f  you want to talk about The American 

Handgunner Magazine, Jerry Rakusan, editor, will be at  
m e  of the tables, and he advises that he is most anxious to 
meet with AH readers and listen to their gripes, sugges- 
tions or comments. 

YES, I want to become a m e h r  o f  the Outstand- 
ing Amerkan Handgunner Foundatbn 

~nclosed is $1 5.00 for annual membership 
which includes a year subscription to The 
American Handgunner Magazine 
I am already a subscriber to The American 
Handgunner; enclosed is $1 0.00 for my annual 
membership 
(Note: Life and Endowment memberships are avail- 
able, please write for details) 

Mail to: 
OUTSTANDIM AMERICAN HANDGUNNER FOUNDAION 
30016 S. River Rd., Mt Clemens, MI 48045 

NAME . . . . 
ADDRESS . . . . 
CITY . . ,...... 
STATE ................ ZIP . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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an absolute necessity. 

a &per, more lus- Free infomation on the 
safety and use of 

EOUS blue color handguns f r m  the 
number one maker. 

than the typically Writecolt Fireams, 
Department JG 

blackish blue found Hartford, mmb. 
on most competitive 
guns. Naturally, the 
quality of a fire- 
arm's finish is sub- 
jective, but keep in 
mind whose prod- 
ucts all the other 
gun companies 
started out trying 
to imitate. 

Consider a 
premium gun. If the Magnum 
Lawman is a workhorse Colt, the 

Lightweight, but heavy duty. 1 

Colt can recommend all major 
brands of ammunition. Unlike any 
competitive revolver, the Trooper's 
accuracy is checked on Colt's 
exclusive laser boresighting system 
that consistently holds center-of- 
impact variability to within one 
tenth of an inch. 

&It Trooper MKIII ,357 M num 6" (shown) or 4" barrel. 
AISO handles 38 ~ p e c i 2  ~vallabb in nickel fmish. 

Walnut target grips, fullyadjustabk? rears~ght, ramp front . - 

sight, shrouded ejector rod. 

While &e Colt~awman' s 35 
ounces (with the four-inch barrel) 
make it quick and easy to use, its 
rugged construction invites com- 
parison with other makes. It has a 
wider, all-steel frame, thicker cylin- 
der walls, an oversized cylinder 
ratchet and a heavier duty latch 
locking pin than most other revolv- 
ers of its caliber. If 
the ejector rod in 
some revolvers 
becomes damaged, Trooper MKIII is a 
it can render the gun thoroughbred. Here 
useless-not so with is a -357 Magnum 
the Colt free floating that can genuinely 
ejector rod. So a Colt improve any shoot- 
can take abuse and er' s accuracy. The 
still perform. These Trooper has a wide 
are just a few exclu- target hammer and 
sive Colt features Thumb latch pu!ls toward ,rearon acolt, smooth target trig- 
that make the Law- precluding accdenta~ cyl~nder release. ger, cut checkered 

&It Lawman MKIII 357 Magnum 
double action revolver, 4" shown 

or2"barrel. Also\ires .d 
Special. Ava[labk? in 

nickel fin~sh..Cut 
checked h e n ~ n  

Walnut gnps. 

man the perfect 
"workhorse" revolver for both on 
and off-duty service today. 

Nothing else looks like a Colt. 
While the Colt Royal Bluing Proc- 
ess remains a well kept secret, this 
distinctive metal finish is acclaimed 
worldwide. Colt handguns possess 

wahut target grips, 
adjustable rear sight and a ramp 
front sight. Many of these features 
are available on other guns only as 
extra-cost options. Some are not 
available at all. Every Trooper is 
proof-fired with high-pressure 
ammo at the factory, which is why 

The choice is yours. When 
looking for a -357 Magnum, at some 
point you'11,pick up a Colt. You'll 
like its looks, you'll love its feel, 
you'll understand its price. Then 
you'll choose. If you decide you 
can't afFord less than the finest qual- 
ity in a -357 Magnum, you'll decide 
you can't d o r d  less than a Colt. 

ST- a1 
American 

Hand honing ard fitting giveabl t  revolver its characteristic velvet smooth action. 



By MASSAD F. AYOOB 

MANAGEMENT RUMBLES, AUTOPISTOL RECALLS 
AND SIGHTS THAT GLOW IN THE DARK 

G low-in-the-dark handgun sights, 
which have been with us for a while, 

are finally starting to catch on among po- 
lice, thanks to aggressive marketing ef- 
forts from some different directions. 

Julio Santiago of Day-Night Sight 
(Formerly Bar-Dot) finds his luminous 
units for adjustable sight police revolvers 
are selling briskly. By the fmt  of 1978, he 
hopes to have the unit commercially avail- 
able for the Smith & Weson model 39 
and 59 automatics Price will be the same 
$40. 

Meanwhile, Bob Kommiewski of 
Bo-Mar has a version of the coverup tar- 
get shooting rib fitted with Julio's Nite- 
Sight. It's available by itself, or mounted 
on a model 13  Smith & Wesson -357 4". 
Prices are available on request. Bob will 
also be marketing a special holster, that 
not only accommodates the extra bulk of 

the ribbed gun, but has a wide safety strap 
that p w e s  over the sights and conceals 
them from curious onlookers. 

&Mar is now out with a sandwich rib 
for the Colt F'ython. You have a choice of 
putting on just the skiiny rib (looks 
sleek!) or sandwiching a heavy weight slab 
between rib and barrel (brings the gun up 
to 58 or 60 ounces, with point of balance a 
little farther to the rear than a ribbed and 
heavy barrelled %W). As much for 
casual gun buffs as for hardcore PPC 
shooters, the sandwich rib is already back- 
ordered. Don't be surprised to see it of- 
fered for other sporting handguns, such as 
the model 29 S&W .44 Mag. 

Before leaving the "sight picture," as it 
were, we are happy to learn that San- 
tiago's next project is to adapt his night 
sight to heavy barrel, fmed sight S&Ws 
(model 10 and 13, also probably 58). 

Highquality genuine 
STAG once again avail- 
able and at REASON- 
ABLE prices! Cashier's 
checks, MO's, & COD 
requests with orden 
shipped same day re- 
ceived. Include $1 -50 
per order to all 48  states. 

STOCK NO. DESCRIPTION PRICE 
1070 Walther pp,ppk/s[New Models] .22Ir,.32acp,.380$26.50 
1073 Browning Hi-Power, Model P-35, 9MM Para . . . 26.50 
0972 Colt Bisley Model Single Action . . . . . . . . . . 31.50 
1075 Colt Single Action Army [Pre-WW-I1 Models]. . . 26.50 
0971 Colt Single Action Army[Post WW I1 Models] . . 26.50 
1072 Colt Peacemaker, New Frontier -22 . . . . . . . . 26.50 
0973 Colt gov't.M/1911 auto,comdr.,ace,gold cup, etc 23.00 
0974 Colt Python, other off. pol. Old model Frames Magna 
style . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32.50 
0975 Colt Python, other off. poIJstand Size replaces factory 
wood] . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26.50 
1071 Ruger Bearcat Single Action -22 . . . . . . . . . . 26.50 
0980 Ruger Single6,Blackhawk[New modelsXR3-REDl26.50 
1074 Ruger Single 6, Blackhawk[Old models XR31 . . 26.50 
0978 Ruger Super Blackhawk. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31.50 
0979 Ruger Security 6, Pol. Sew. 6, Square Butt. . . . 27.50 
0983 Smith & Wesson, "J" Frame - Round Butt . . . . 26.50 
0984 Smith & Wesson, "J" Frame - Square Butt .. . . . 26.50 
0985 Smith & Weson, "K1' Frame - Round Butt. . . . 27.50 
0986 Smith & Wesson, "K" Frame - Square Butt. . . . 27.50 
0987 Smith & Wesson, "N" Frame - Square Butt. . . . 28.00 
0988 Smith 81 Wesson, Modei 39 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46.50 

Bona Fide Dealer Inquires Solicited. 
Best Ivory Grips Available 

3288 LA VENTURE DR. THE OUTRIDER, INC. PosT o w c E  B o x  80802 
404 - 455-1480 CHAMBLEE, GEORGIA 30341 

Since more American c o p  carry heavy 
barrel 4" model 10s than anything else, 
this is really going to open the market for 
people who need afterdark gunfghting 
capability. 

HECKLER AND KOCH have a bun- 
dle of newies for their unusual line of auto 
pistols. For the P9S double s e ~ c e  auto, 
we have a target version (adjustable 
sights, precision adjustable trigger) that 
really delivered decent accuracy in our 
quick testa Looks like the grouping is be- 
tween that of a MK IV and a Gold Cup, 
without at all compromisiig reliibility or 
concealment. Also new, for any model 
P9S is an eight inch barrel. Since it uses 
the same sights as are mounted on the 
slide of the four inch gun, you're not im- 
proving accuracy per se; what you're get- 
ting is purely increased muzzle velocity 
(and, hence, slightly flatter trajectory). 
Available in 9mm Parabellum or -45 
ACP, the new tube gives defiitely su- 
perior MV (a Remington -45 185-grain 
JHP goes from about 900 FPS to plus- 
minus 1100). The polygon rifling, an HK 
exclusive, helps too, because it reduces 
gas escape. Unfortunately, changing bar- 
rels does move point of impact, and you 
have to re-sight in with each barrel 
change. 

By next spring, says H&K vice presi- 
dent Dominic Napolitano, the heavy cali- 
ber P9S will be available in a multi-caliber 
kit, like their popular .22LR/.25ACP/ 
-32 autol.380 auto HK-4 pocket gun. The 
service pistol will give the choice of -38 
Super, 9mm., or -45, and a -22 conversion 
unit may or may not debut with the rest. 
Price hasn't yet been solidified, but 
Napolitano hopes to keep it in the $600 
range, which won't be much more than 
the retail list of the top-selling Dan Wes- 
son Pistol Pac. ~rnei ican Lndgunners 
are showing an increasing appetite for ver- 
satility (dealers tell us Colt -22 conversion 
units are hitting an all-time peak of de- 
mand, partly due to the drying up of sur- 
plus hardball ammo) while Dan Wessons 
are back ordered for a year or two, and we 
look for other manufacturers to follow 
H&K9s lead in multi-caliber handguns. 
The HK4, by the way, is becoming some- 
thing of an "in-gun" among international 
spooks, who like being able to carry a 7.65 
(-32 auto) in ohe country and a 9mm. 
Kurz (-380) in another. 

H& K tells us that the PSP squeeze- 
handle, gas-operated auto with minimum 
recoil and "fail-safe" design won't be 
available until they get some big Euro- 
pean military contracts. Meanwhile, 
they're keeping mum about the possibility 
of producing silenced pistols, even though 
they've had a lot of inquiries The silencer 
on the SD version of their MP5 mm. sub- 
machinegun is one of the most efficient 
ever produced, and is a pure mufiler type 
that lasts forever without replacement or 
rebuilding. The German GSG-9 comman- 
does who wiped out the terrorists who had 

(Continued on page 8) 
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i t ! ! '  

ucal Way to Carry 
Â¥ 

Single-Action Revolver 

flap-style holster guards against the 
&ofantry of a twig or branch drawing the 

h respect to Ruger old model 
many other single-action re- 

t<-t provides protection for the 

f the revolver and beauti- 

KKJGER & Company, 
E I C U ~  06490 UoSoA. 
,,,.-a* ,TURED IN  RUGER FACTORIES IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 



Take a knife - one with a 440C 
spear point blade hollow ground 
by hand; make the handle of one 
piece "bullet proof" black Lexan 
that's molded to fit your grip . . . 
And a sheath - a black top grain 
cowhide silhouette; comfortable 
and convenient in your boot or on 

your belt; madewithaspring 

1 steel and stud to hold 
your knife (no straps to 

get in the way) making it 
safe and fast. . . 

Add a shoulder har- 
ness -.soft, strong, 

comfortable black ny- 
3n; fully adjustable to 

your body size. . . 
Put the rig together 

and you've got. . . 

- NINJA 
the knifesy&emforalmost everything 

To order yours send $44.95 to: 
ARMAMENT SYSTEMS 

PRODUCTS, UNLTD. 
P.O. BOX 18595AH 

ATLANTA, GA 30326 

You've Tried The Rest 
NOW GET THE BEST 

THE FINEST ALL 
PURPOSE GUN 
LUBRICANT 
SUPERIOR CORROSION 
PROTECTION 
HARMLESS TO WOOD 
RETARDS FOULING 
BUILD-UP 
SELF CLEANING 
LUBRICATING ACTION 

Totally Dependable Products, Inc. 
P.O. Bin 277 Ziededlle, PA 19492 

BETTER SHOOTING 
with I S  mproo: 
cast Aluminum Grip 
ADAPTOR 
COLT and S & W 
MODERN Revolvers DURABLE. ' 
PRACTICAL-EASY TO INSTALL 

TYLER'S TRIGGER SHOE 
Durable lightweight cast aluminum for Colt, S & W 
and many other modern pistols, rifles and shot uns. 
POLISHED S3SO BLACK $3.50 GOLD $3.75 

AT YOUR FAVORITE DEALER or SEND DEALER'S NAME. ~ - -  -- 

Send make & modeiof gun. No c.0.D.'~ please. 
*Fully Guaranteed 'Prompt Postpaid Delivery 
*Send for Cataloa *Dealer Inauiries Welcome 
Genuine stag-ivotfzebra 6 ronwood gun gri 
Lee Loaders-Bu let Moida-Gun ~ccessoriel  
Handmade Holder* 6 Belt*. Leather 6 Clarino 

MELVIN TYLER MFG. AND DIST.  
1326 W. BrIMon Rd., OklÂ¥horn City. Okla. 73114 

(Continued from page 6) 
hijacked a Lufthansa jet to Mogadishu, a 
feat many have compared to the Entebbe 
rescue, were equipped with a version of 
the SD submachinegun (depicted in 
graphic detail on the NEWSWEEK cover 
devoted to the incident). This is how they 
were able to cut down the terrorist inside 
the jetliner before they realized what was 
happening and could mount an effective 
counterattack. Police and military interest 
in the SD silenced machine carbine has 
subsequently soared, and with it, specula- 
tion on the feasibility of a P9S pistol with 
a similar attachment, which would fit very 
nicely over that 8" barrel . . . 

While we're talking about silencers, we 
can now "debunk a myth that debunks a 
myth". For decades, gun buffs have 
laughed at TV and movie depictions of 
hoods and spies shooting silenced revolv- 
ers. "You can't silence a revolver," they 
said flatly, "because noisy gas escapes be- 
tween barrel and cylinder." 

They're wrong. An "industry insider" 
who is in a position to know tells us that 
during the Vietnam years, SMITH & 
WESSON produced a quantity of silent 
model 10 Military & Police revolvers. It is 
uncertain whether S&W actually fitted 
the silencers, or just did the basic work on 
the gun, but the result was an extremely 
effective counter-insurgency weapon. 

The secret: the revolvers were as- 
sembled at the factory with scrupulous 
care so that the cylinder face met the bar- 
rel, yet not so tight that the cylinder 
couldn't rotate. The result was that vir- 
tually no gas escaped, and the weapon was 
effectively silenced (no, our source 
wouldn't or couldn't say what type of si- 
lencer was used). With that tight a fit, a 
freeze-up would be only a matter of time 
in a regular combat gun, but in a counter- 
insurgency weapon, this shortcoming was 
irrelevant since it was likely to be fired 
only a few times between cleanings. I'm 
told the silenced S&W revolver was highly 
effective, especially with low-velocity .38 
wadcutters. It had two advantages over si- 
lenced auto pistols; there was no clack- 
clack of the slide operating as the gun was 
fired, and there was less chance of it jam- 
ming, a common occurrance in small cali- 
ber auto pistols that are so fitted. The si- 
lencer-equipped revolvers saw little serv- 
ice (very few were made); most missions 
requiring silencers seemed to have in- 
volved sionics units on special weapons. 
We've seen Browning 9 mm. and 1911 
.45s with silencers that supposedly had 
been used by CIA, and one member of the 
highly Phoenix Group told me 
he was issued a silenced Walther P P  in 
7.65 mm. 

Also at Smith, the push to get the new- 
style grips on the market seems to have 
petered out. They're ready to go, but 
heavy production demand for standard 
stuff is delaying them. S&W confindantes 
who've seen them tell us they're worth 
waiting for, though. 

S&W has been having some problems 
with the model 59. It seems that an undis- 
closed number of the 14-shot 9mm. autos 
got through with some parts (as many as 
three components may be involved) that 
"weren't quite right". The guns in ques- 
tion feed hardball superbly, but choke on 
hollowpoints. We don't know how many 
guns are so affected but insiders tell us it's 
a relatively small quantity, a production 
run or a fraction thereof. 

Look for a release from S&W calling 
back the screwed up 59s. This is a move 
that shooters should applaud. Any manu- 
facturer of machines can let a production 
run go out that wasn't perfect, and the 
manufacturer honest enough to say so and 
concerned enough to make good on it de- 
serves a pat on the back, not a slap in the 
face. 

Among industry insiders, one of the 
perennial rumors has been: "HIGH 
STANDARD'S in trouble." That phrase is 
still in the air. Clem Confessori, H-S presi- 
dent, says all is well, guns are coming out 
of the new East Hartford, CT. plant, and 
production on the long-awaited Crusader 
double action in .45 Colt and .44 Mag 
should soon be underway. The general 
word is that High Standard is "seeking in- 
terested investors," and depending on 
who you talk to, that could mean healthy 
growing pains, or financial anemia that 
could be terminal without a quick green 
transfusion. 

Confessori told us that the people on his- 
team are grateful that the company is up 
for bid, because they had been undercapi- 
talized before, and it was hurting them. 
The Leisure Group, H-S's parent compa- 
ny, is known in the trade for being some- 
what tight-fisted. With the new plant un- 
derway, H-S target pistols and derringers 
are again coming off the line, and so is a 
pre-production run of 300 Crusaders 
that's intended to get the bugs out of the 
tooling system. Next up: the Western style 
DA -22% yet another revamped version of 
the .22 Sentinel, and the tried and true 
High Standard riot shotgun. All of this is 
going to take money, says Clem, and it's 
going to have to come from the outside. 

Informed industry people are looking 
for dollars to come out of another source 
(probably smart, small, independent in- 
vestors) to recapitalize High Standard. 
Crusader or no Crusader, H-S products 
have proven marketability, and with a new 
plant that was designed from the ground 
up to be cost-effective, profit potential is 
virtually assured if that green transfusion 
comes in. 

The bottom line on it: High Standard is 
for sale, and whoever grabs it is going to 
make money, and if nobody's smart 
enough to, the industry as a whole is go- 
ing to suffer 
a real blow. 

Late word Is that Clem Confessor! and 
a group of investors have purchased 
High Standard-ed. 
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COLUMN I 
THE MANAGEMENT OF THE DOUBLE-ACTION AUTO 

T HERE have been surprisingly few 
technical innovations in handguns 

since World War I. and such as there have 
been are not especially impressive. In the 
"Century of The Common Man" (!) scant 
emphasis has been placed upon the expert 
use of sidearms, but much upon making 
such pieces so "safe" that not even an 
idiot can hurt himself with them. This is 
foolishness, of course. A weapon is a 
weapon, and if it is absolutely safe it is ab- 
solutely useless. (Would that our courts 
could be made aware of that!) 

In this futile search for a "fool proof' 
sidettrm, however, one modem develop- 
ment stands out. This is "double-action" 
in the auto pistol While not esteemed by 
the expert, it is vastly admired by the 
duffer, and in a popular vote between ex- 
perts and duffers guess who wins. 
Whether we like it or not, the d.a. auto is 
here to stay. Let's make the best of it. 

Double action indicates an ignition 
system that can be operated in two ways: 
from either a cocked or an uncocked con- 
dition Thus the expression "double-ac- 
tion only" is contradictory, even though 
we know what it means. Most d.a. autos 
are in truth double-action, while those that 
are called "double-action only" are actual- 
ly single-action. 

When the Walther company an- 
nounced its PP and PPK double-action 
pocket autos in the early thirties the ex- 
citement was intense. The notion of carry- 
ing an auto pistol in Condition Two- 
hammer down on a loaded chamber-and 
firing it from that condition by merely 
pulling the trigger, seemed to be a deci- 
sive forward step. Of course that was 
before we knew much about pistol tech- 
nique, but so it seemed at the time. Then 
when the famous P-38 appeared in A. F. 
Stoeger's catalog, for sale in the US., my 
frustrations knew no bounds. I just had to 
have one, but the price was out of my 
reach. Less than $100 seems a negligible 
figure for a sound pistol today, but for one 
who just doesn't have it, $100 might as 
well be $100,000. Stoeger advertised the 
P-38 as available in 45 ACP and Super 
38, as well as in 9mm Parabellum. A fac- 
tory P-38 in 45 ACP might not bring 
$100,000 today, but you could certainly 
get an ample fistful of 100's for it. 

The war came, and the P-38 was G.I. in 
the up-to-date German army, but pistols 
are not important weapons of war and we 
didn't think much more about them until 
peace broke out. At that time 1-was at 
Quantico and discovered that the Marine 
Corps Equipment Board was commenc- 

ing a pistol evaluation that included a 
whole trunkful of liberated P-38's. I was 
not attached to the Board but a close 
friend was, and together we got a good 
long look at this first d.a service auto. We 
were somewhat underwhelmed 

Double-action in revolvers is generally 
held to be a good thing, though it does call 
for extra skill and a bit of hand-tuning to 
make it really efficient. If it is good in a 
wheel-gun, why isn't it in an auto? 

Well, in the first place, it isn't all that 
great in a revolver. We have seen Jack 
Weaver break that 140-yard balloon- 
first try, under pressure, double-action 
We have also seen him print paired V s  
(10") at 100 yarddouble-action. But 
Jack is a remarkable marksman-an all- 
time great. Even such masters as Elden 
Carl and A1 Nichols cock a revolver when 
they need maximum precision. Trigger- 
cocking can indeed be mastered, but it is 
not an aid to control; it is rather an obsta- 
cle to be overcome by intense concentra- 
tion. 

Secondly, the flywheel action of a revol- 
ver can be made to be very smooth, light, 
and consistent. Quick, controlled pairs in 
coarse shooting can be developed with no 
prohibitive expenditure of effort. On the 
other hand, the trigger-cocking action of 
d.a. autos is uniformly poor, by compari- 
son, and it does not lend itself to much im- 
provement. 

Third, with a couple of exceptions, dou- 
ble-action. autos really have a double ac- 
tion, shifting from the trigger-cocking 
mode into self-cocking automatically with 
the first shot. This means that the instan- 
taneous two-shot response that correct 
tactics demand is very difficult to control, 
because both the placement of the trigger 
finger and the muscular action of the 
hand in firing are different between first 
and second shots. 

There may be those who hold that these 
points are quibbles, but I am not speaking 
theoretically. I have now had the oppor- 
tunity to see hundreds of d.a. autos used in 
training-one entire class used nothing 
else-and I can state positively that exten- 

P.O. Box 446 * Arcadia * Ca. 91006 

t Holster features front welt style, full metal lining, also features li htning rod tension screw (ori inally designed 
b Andy Anderson), si htguard, and forward cant for lightning fast draw! Rig is complete wit 
double ma   ouch, anfcontoured belt with boot stitching. This rig is custom made, and 

^ 
and is the finest available on the market. 

\ "Used by champions around 
the World" - 

Price Complete 

Made for 45ACP and Browning Hi Power. Available in Brown or 
Roughout. ~f Black is desired add SIS.00. Right 

.D. 's please. Afid5%forpostage an 
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sive field work has proved that the da.  
auto is distinctly more difficult to shoot 
well than either the d.a. revolver or the 
normal self-loader. This is providing the 
d.a. auto is used in its designed mode, trig- 
ger cocking for the first shot. There are 
other possibilities, as we shall see. 

The premise behind the double-action 
auto is safety. Most people have a sort of 
morbid prejudice against a cocked fue- 
arm, and really do think that it is likely to 
"go off" all by itself, A policeman who car- 
ries the 1911 in Condition One (cocked- 
and-locked) is frequently told by well 
meaning observers, in frightened whis- 
pers, that his gun is cocked. (!!!) With the 

thumb safety on, the grip safety operative, 
and a retaining strap locked in place be- 
tween hammer and firing-pin, that 1911 
may be as "safe" as any loaded firearm 
can be, but the fact that it is cocked just 
seems to shake people up. In any case, 
with a d.a. auto you can carry your piece 
un-cocked but still ready, at least for a 
coarse shot. Since most defensive shoot- 
ing is coarse shooting, this is a theoretical 
answer to an uneducated question. In ac- 
tuality the d.a. system is somewhat more 
prone to inadvertent discharge than other 
types. Both in courts of law and on the 
range, I have had occasion to observe this 
at some length. It's not that the weapon it- 

7 POWT CUSTOM, INC. 
FULL HOUSE By Ron Power 
P.O. Box 1604 
Independence, MO 64055 

WHO SHOOTS POWER CUSTOM REVOLVERS? 

I Sgt. James E. Collins 

1976 National Police Champion 

1 977 National Police Champion 

Distinguished Police Combat Match 

(holder of NRA Police Combat 
Aggregate Record; score - 1498) 

Old World craftsmanship 
: coupled with modem 

- - technology and design 
produces the finest target 
revolvers available 

Dealer in Hogue Grips43.7.50 plus $1 S O  postage 
K & N Frame~small, medium, large 

self is necessarily at fault (though in some 
versions the hammer-dropping action of 
the thumb lever is subject to disruptive 
wear), but the various manipulations it re- 
quires can be confusing, and applied out 
of correct sequence. For whatever reason, 
I count on 9 couple of accidental shots out 
of the 500 rounds that are fired in the 
basic course when a student uses a d.a 
auto. That's why we keep that muzzle , 

down range. 
So I'm not sure the d.a. principle is a 

safety feature in the auto pistol, but 
whether it is or not, it does pose control 
problems. Their solution is the object of 
the exercise. 

There are people who can print quick, 
accurate pairs with the first shot trigger- 
cocked and the second cocked by the 
slide. Not many. It is well to start the stu- 
dent using this "crunch-tick" system, to 
see if he can handle it, because that is how 
the piece was designed to be used How- 
ever, as frustration sets in, as it usually 
does, we may turn to other methods. 

The first and most shocking technique 
we can suggest is simply to carry the pistol 
cocked and unlocked. This, of course, 
wipes out the whole theoretical purpose of 
the d.a. system, but if the holster covers 
the trigger guard it is not so risque a solu- 
tion as one might think. I don't actually 
recommend it, but if a student simply 
can't cut it any other way, I won't forbid it. 

In most d.a. autos, and all those based 
in the original Walther system, depressing 
the thumb safety drops the hammer, with- 
out firing the piece (usually), so one can- 
not put the safety "on" without placing 
the action back in the trigger-cocking 
mode. Incidentally, once that safety is de- 
pressed, it should always be flipped back 
up to horizontal. On the new model Wal- 
there it is spring-loaded and returns to 
position automatically-a good feature. 

If we can't quite face up to carrying the 
pistol in "Condition Zero," we can try 
some other systems. One is to thumb-cock 
the hammer on the draw, preferably with 
the thumb of the supporting hand-the 
left thumb if the shooter is right-handed. 
Several people I know do this very 
smoothly and well, but if you try it remem- 
ber to flip the thumb instantly back to the 
support side, to avoid being cut by the re- 
coiling slide. Correct technique is to train 
the trigger finger to stay straight-outside 
the trigger guard-until the thumb has 
completed the cocking action and is back 
in position. 

Most d.a autos have exposed hammers, 
but the Heckler and Koch P-9 does not. 
On this one there is a cocking lever locat- 
ed forward of the stock on the port side, 
by means of which the shrouded hammer 
may be operated While the lever may be 
depressed with the right thumb of a right- 
handed shooter, this action can't be done 
with the hand in a firing grip-at  least not 
by any hand I have seen. You have to shift 
your grip, unless you operate the cocking 

(Continued on page 12) 
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sures more than half its own diam- 
eter!). Or the .44 magnum Sheriff 
(a recent U.S. Dept. of Justice 
report says it's the most effective 
handgun load made). 

The good 01' boys make a few 
- 

Cartridge B u i l t  Velocity- 

1000 WSec. 

1315 WSec. 
1120 FVSec. 

1245 FUSec. 
1425 WSec. 

380 AUTO 
Reserve 

9mm LUGER 
Marshal 
M-P 

38 SPECIAL 
Special Agent 
Detective 

88JHP 

100 JHP 
125 JSP 

110JHP 
125 JHP 

Patrolman 
Deputy 
Match 
Service 
Service 
Troooer 

-- .--- 

125 JSP 1425 FVSec. 
140 JHP 1200 FUSec. 
148 HBWC-lead 825 WSec. ~-~ .--. 

158 SWC-Mad 975 WSec. 
158 RN-lead 975 WSec. 
158JSP 1025 FUSec. 

S.W:A.T. 
W357 Shotshell 

357 MAGNUM 
Special Agent 
Detective 
Patrolman 
Deputy 
Troooer 

158 JHP 
#9 Shot 

110JHP 
125JHP 
125 JSP 
140 JHP 
158 JSP 
158 JHP 

200 JHP 
240 JSP 
#9 Shot 

200 JHP 

1025 FUSec. 
1150 FUSec. 

1700 WSec. 
1900 WSec. 
1900 WSec. 
1780 FVSec. 
1625 FUSec. 
1625 WSec. 

1675 WSec. 
1650 WSec. 
1200 FVSec. 

1025 FUSec. 

- 
.40 AU~O 

Nearly half the good 01' boys' Law- 
man ammo is used up by lawmen. 
Lawmen all around the country, 
from the Feds to the Lewiston, 
Idaho Police Dept. 
That tells you two things. That it's 
really good ammo, alright. And that 
the other half is up for grabs. 

But how did this bunch in Lewis- 
ton become such big shots in 
handgun ammo, turning out more 
kinds of pistol loads than anyone 
else in the popular calibers? Well, 
mainly by being very serious hand- 
loaders and handgun shooters 
themselves. 

They tested all available propel- 
lants to find the ones that produced 
a combination of the highest veloc- 
itv. best accuracy and most consis- 

Of course, once a bullet finds its 
target, it's also got to have some 
wallop. So the bullets in Lawman 
cartridges are built 
for dramatic 
expansion. fl 

Many cal- 
ibers have soft 

1 
lead cores and ^ inner fluted jackets. 
And the hollow points come 
with the Penta-Point cavity, which 
makes sure a slug really opens up. 

For handgun hunting, Lawman 
ammo gives you all the stopping 
power you need. In loads like the 
.45 Inspector (its hol- m 
low point mea- 

S.W.A.T. 
44 MAGNUM 

Sheriff 
Sheriff 
44 Magnum Shotshell 

45 AUTO 
Inspector 

"Test barrel velocities. L 
loaas no one eis le aoes. 
200 gr. JHI? 380 Auto 88 gr. HI? 
140 gr. JHP in .38 Special and .357 
Magnum. And shotshells. 

They also use an ammo package 
no one else does-a tough, reus- 
able plastic box, with a grid that 
holds each cartridge separate. 

So whether you choose the 50 
packs of .380's, 9mm1s, .38's and 
.357's, or the 25 packs of .44's and 
.45's you can bet this Lawman 
ammo won't let you down. 

Because it's already got quite a 
record with the police. 

tent ballistic 
uniformity. 
So Lawman 
ammo has 
accuracy 
that's just 
plain amaz-- 
ing. 

Like five 
shot groups 
less than an 

inch across produced at 50 yards 
by jacketed .38's. 

Or ten shot groups the same siz 
from the same distance by Match 

t- 

r .38's. 

P 
Snake River Avenue, Lewiston, I daho  83501 

Get the whole shootin' match from the good ol' boys: CCIprimers and ammo, Speer bullets and RCBS reloading tools. 



whenever possible.) With the sear-release 
lever removed, the M-39 can be placed on 
safe, locking the firing-pin but not the trig- 
ger nor hammer. You can then stab the 
safety forward on the draw as with a P-9. 
This is unhandy but probably better than 
"crunch-tick." Of course if you get butter- 
fingered and touch the trigger before you 
stab the safety, you will wind up pulling 
like mad with no results, until you release 
the trigger all the way and start over. This 

(Continued from page 10) 
lever with the left hand, which seems to 
me the better method. Unfortunately it is - 
difficult or impossible for a left-handed 

be learned, of course, but it is not handy. 
The Smith & Wesson M-39/59 pistol 

does not come over the counter with se- 
lective double-action, but it can be easily 
altered to that condition by removing the 
sear-release lever. (This is also true of 
some other non-selective d.a. autos.) 
Without this part in place, the thumb safe- 
ty can be depressed without dropping the 
hammer. This does not prevent dropping 
the hammer by pressing the triger, but it 
does keep the piece from firing if this is 
done. (Or it should. Things can go agley in 
this arrangement, and the Walther in- 
struction sheet recommends that you low- 
er the hammer gently with the thumb 

shooter. 
The P-9, unlike the Walther-type pis- 

tols, does not drop the hammer when the 
thumb safety is depressed. It thus offers a 
type of "selective double-action," in that 
the wearer can select Condition One or 
Condition Two at will. The drawback to 
this is that thrusting the safety forward 
and up is awkward and unnatural, com- 
pared with depressing the thumb piece on 
a Browning-type pistol simply and easily 
as the hand assumes the firing grip. It can 

may not be the complete answer. 
And then, of course, there is that pre- 

ferred form of da. auto that offers trigger- 
cocking in conjunction with a convenient 
Condition One override. This trulv selec- - - - - - - -  ~ 

;ive double-action is a feature 'of the 
Czech 75 and the Seecamp Conversion of 
;he 1911. This system offers the best of 
both worlds. 

One might well ask why, if you prefer a 
Condition One carry (as you do if you 
know about pistols), do you bother with 
double-action at all? Two answers: Live 
storage and left-handedness. Many peo- 
ple, myself included,   refer a pistol in a 
desk drawer or glove compartment to rest 
in Condition Two. (I should note here that 
Bruce Nelson, who knows as much about 
serious pistolcraft as anyone, never uses 
Condition Two. I do not fault him, but I 
like the hammer on an untended pistol to 
be all the way down-possibly because I 
am used to houses full of children) It's 
easy enough to cock a single-action pistol 
as you pick it up-you do not "quick- 
draw" from off the mantel-piece-but 
trigger-cocking might just be a help under 
these peculiar conditions. You can always 
cock it if you have time, and if you haven't 
your range is likely to be arm's length. 

The other point is the problem of the 
southpaw-that one man in six who has 
simply been ignored throughout most of 
the machine age. (In sword-wielding ar- 
mies you used your right hand, even if you 
were left-handed Besides being regarded 
askance in the days of superstition, left- 
handers fouled up the battle drill) New 
pistol designs will feature ambidextrous 
safeties, such as are now available at con- 
siderable expense for the 191 1 series. Un- 
til they become advantages to the "sinis- 
trous sixth" of the population. 

There are those who insist that, when all 
is said, "double-action only" is the only 
way to fly. Pioneered by the venerable 
Manufrance Type Armee, an auto pistol 
action that remains uncocked and must 
always be fired by a trigger that both com- 
presses and releases the mainspring on 
the same stroke does have a certain ap- 
peal. Instead of "crunch-tick" it goes 
"crunch-crunch," and the action of the 
firing hand and finger are constant The 
Czech 38 pistol had such an action, and 
today it may be found on the Marshall and 
Semmerling pocket pistols, as well as the 
H&K VP-70. A very smooth, light trigger 
action can be well controlled, no matter 
how long it may be. Look what the police 
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how to prepare 

E is a humorously 
your Government 

written boo 
I Model .45, 

ik that may save your life. It' 
and yourself, for bad times . DEAD *Out ff 

irffo ran 
And at home on your hip. This and .44/.45 caliber single 

"working" Western Rig of top qual- -ction revolvers. Contoured 
ity cowhide in brown is now 
part of the popular S&W 
Blazer line. 

Western style belt is 2%" 
. wide, has raised cartridge 

loops in choice of .22, - 
.38/.357 or .44/.45 
caliber. A field, MA 

Holsters to fit 01101. 
all .22, .38/.357 

Smith&Wisson 
@ A Bangor Punta Company 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER MARCH/APRIL 1978 



do to the P.P.C. with their squib-loade< 
"combat" revolvers! Weaver stoutl! 
maintains that with a trigger that travel; 
an inch or more you cannot possibl! 
flinch since you have no idea where thi 
end of that travel may be. That is certainl! 
an interesting point, but I have not ye 
found a trigger-cocking auto with a reall! 
good trigger stroke, and I don't believt 
that the effort necessary to design ont 
would be well spent even if successful. 

Single-action autos work just fine (ex 
cept for left-handers) and it is hard to set 
how a man can protect himself better, 01 

print better targets, or pot squirrels better 
or untangle a leopard better, with a trig 
ger-cocker. However, double-action is de 
manded by "the market," so from now 01 

auto pistols will be double-action. Asidi 
from introducing a degree of unnecem 
complexity into the mechanism this i 
OK, as long as such pieces are truly am 
conveniently selective. With a non-selec 
tive example we can still manage, if wi 
will take time to learn how, but it doe 
seem bothersome in the face of all thi 
other things we have to learn. Designers 
one might think, should make mechan 
isms easier, not harder, to use well. 

But we might take another view. In thi 
eyes of some people firearms are danger 
om. If we made them so hard to use tha 
they could not be fired at all, under an! 
circumstances, we would dispose of thi 
danger. I'll bet I could sell that notion t( 
certain people in Washington~but let': 
not. --. .~ 

For the present, we need not make to( 
much of the double-action feature in aut( 
pistols. If it's there, we can handle it, oni 
way or another. If it's not, so much thi 
better. A certain radical new handgun de 
sign is in the wind, which may indeed bi 
the "better mousetrap" for the world t( 
seek out It will offer double-action, bu 
that won't be the reason 
for its triumph. 

1978 CHAMPIONSHIP 
FAST DRAW 

THE DATES for the 1978 World Fast 
Draw Championships were an- 
nounced recently. The contest will 
take place May 20 & 21,1978 at the 
Hacienda Hotel and Casino, Las 
Vegas, Nevada. Over $8,000 i n  
cash and prizes will be awarded. 

The 1978 Open Elimination Fast 
Draw Championships w i l l  be held 
April 29 & 30 at the Rodeway Inn, 
Metro Center, Phoenix, Arizona. 
Here over $9,000 in cash and prizes 
will be on hand for the winners. 

For more information, contact: 
The World Fast Draw Association, 
1 192 E. 13th St., Upland, California 
91 786. 
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FROM ROGERS 

A unique grip that has been manufactured to 
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owner, from Sportsman to ~ a w  ~nforcement officer. Hand 
rubbed and finished molded grip. Has the beauty of wood 
with the superior strength of space age synthetic. 
Checkered and designed to fit your hand for better recoil 
control. Palm swell fits right or left hand. Can be used with 
any speed loader without alteration. 
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S & W K Frame Square Butt 
S & W K Frame Round Butt 
S & W J Frame Round Butt 

Satisfaction guaranteed or your money will be returned. 

TO ORDER: 
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ROGERS HOLSTERS COMPANY 
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"Reloader" patch for shooting jackets . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.00 
Shooting Jacket Packet collection of patches . . . . . 4.95 
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NRMA, Suite 300, 
1221 S.W. Yamhill 
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By GEORGE BREDSTEN 

HANDGUN CARTRIDGES FOR BIG GAME-PART II 

T o misconstrue data derived from 
media tests can cause hunters to err 

while afield, yet such mistakes are seldom 
as serious as the mistakes that can be and 
are made by hunters who prejudge the ef- 
fectiveness of a cartridge solely by the 
number of foot pounds of energy it has. 
Many persons harbour the belief that a 
bullet must generate a minimum number 
of foot pounds before a quick and hu- 

mane kill is possible. Theoretically this 
may be true, but because of physiological 
and psychological variables any stated 
minimums can only be approximations 
and not categorical constants. Neverthe- 
less, there are persons who still attempt to 
inveigle others by claiming X number of 
foot oounds is the minimum. Carried to 

~ -~ 

extremes, such claims are absurd. For ex- 
ample, if a minimum of 500 foot pounds 

Power Packed 
Â 38 and .357 

Loaded for handgunners by handgun experts, 
S&W ammo delivers consistent performance, ac- 
curacy, velocity and expansion. S&W developed 
two distinct bullet designs for .38 Special and 
,357 Magnum rounds. (Most use the same bullet 
for both.) S&W .38 Special bullets have a deep, 
two-step hollow point for proper expansion and 
weight retention at all velocities, even from snub 

I barrels. Check the chart and ask your dealer for 
S&W ammunition. Write for free S&W Reloading 
Guide. Smith & Wesson, Springfield, 
Massachusetts 01 101. 

BALLISTIC PERFORMANCE (4" BARREL REVOLVER) 
100 yd. Muzzle 1 25 Yds 1 . 50 Yds 1 Test Barrel 
Expan. v ~ E ] v ~ E ~ V I E I  V 

Expanded Bullets: 38 2" bbl 100 yds.; ,357 3%" bbl 100 yds. 

.357 Magnum 110 JHP 

357  Magnum 125 JHP 

@ S r n i t . & ~  A Em Puma Company 

is stipulated, would you seriously believe a 
bullet developing 499 foot pounds will 
only cripple, maim or otherwise prove in- 
effective? 

A better method would use perform- 
ance criteria as a guide in the appraise- 
ment of a handgun cartridge's effective- 
ness on big game. Such criteria can be as 
complex or as simple as desired, but to be 
useful to the handgun hunter it need be 
concerned with the evaluation of at least 
three factors; i.e., handgunner shooting 
skill, terminal (wound) ballistics, and 
game animal reaction 

Shooting skill, as herein described, re- 
fers to the handgunner's ability to make a 
first shot hit into the vitals of the big game 
species at whatever distance the shot is at- 
tempted. No importance is attached to 
how well the handgunner can shoot in 
NRA competition, metallic handgun sil- 
houette contests, organized combat 
matches, or plinking with uncle Henry on 
the "back forty." These endeavors are 
separate disciplines, and any developed 
skill the handgunner has therein will not 
necessarily enhance his hunting ability or, 
for that matter, appreciably affect the out- 
come (failure/success) of the hunt itself. 
Shooting skill, as it pertains to the hand- 
gun hunter, is probably the best consid- 
ered as being a logical complement to 
hunting skill-the latter skill being unde- 
niably more important. A highly skilled 
hunter need be only a reasonably good 
marksman in order to be consistently suc- 
cessful in taking big game with a handgun 
Conversely, a man may be a world cham- 
pion marksman, but if his hunting skill is 
lacking or poorly developed, he is not apt 
to have many opportunities to demon- 
strate his game shooting expertise! 

While some handgun hunters are inter- 
ested in hydrostatics, temporary/perma- 
nent cavitation, neurolysis, and other phe- 
nomena of terminal (wound) ballistics, 
most have only a pragmatic interest; i.e., 
does the cartridge (load) produce a rela- 
tively quick and humane kill? If the an- 
swer is yes, it follows that the bullet must 
have penetrated into and/or through the 
vitals from whatever angle the shot was at- 
tempted, and the bullet must have also 
caused sufficient physical damage and 
trauma so as to minimize the animal's 
movement after being hit. 

Even though it is unlikely that handgun 
hunters will ever be in total agreement as 
to which handgun cartridges are adequate 
and which are inadequate for big game, 
there is general agreement that the more 
powerful handgun cartridges are ade- 
quate. Argument ensues whenever there is 
discussion as to what handgun cartridge 
can be considered as having minimum 
adequacy for taking big game. There is or 
should be room for differing opinion, but 
only the most dogmatically opinionated 
individual would not accept the fact that 
handgun cartridge performance can be 
and often is improved. Some handgun 
cartridges that were once deemed inade- 

Ĵ  ̂* 
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loading press, you can bet they put 
plenty of work into it. And it shows 
in the final product. 

They start with the best die steel 
available and add 34 years of 
know-how. One at a time, each die 
is precision machined. Then each is 
polished inside, by hand. 

- Which probably Next comes a 17W0 heat-treating 
helps explain the fact process that makes RCBS dies 
that seven out of ten hard and tough enough to outlast a 
reloaders today are dozen gun barrels. Then more 
using RCBS presses hand-polishing till the die is just so. 

- Thiiistbhaavy and dies. Seven out The results speak for themselves 
of ten. A close lmk 4 every time you shove down the 

handle of an RCBS press. 
Of course, the good 01' 

"0" frame built 
Let's say you already know why 

you want to get into reloading. 
The savings. The accuracy. The 
just plain satisfaction. 

But your not t m  sure yet just 
what kind of press and dies to in- would never spring out of 
vest in. 

Well, far be it from the good 01' 
boys to give you some high- with a sprung frame makes 

good doorstop. But that's about all. 
The Block "0" design, to 

with the patented RCBS w RCBS. The boys just hope 
leverage system, can absorb tons 
of work pressure without going out 
of whack. Yet these presses oper- 
ate so smoothly, you can actually - 
feel a difference between them and 

- ordinaty presses. The reason is Sm-iWE %eE 
better fitting parts. And casting 
tolerances within fifteen ten- 

out more reloading the word "Precisioneered?" 
dies in more different calibers Since the inside of the dies is 
(over 300). where all the work gets done in a re- 

Get the whole shootin' match frvm the good or boys: CCI primem and ammo, Speer bullets and RCBS reloading tools. 

- 

P.O. Box 1919, Oroville, CA 95965 



Pistol Bullets by 

The performance you've been looking for from your handgun is as 
close as your local Hornady dealer. Whether it's law enforcement, 
hunting; target or general shooting purposes, there's a Hornady 
handgun bullet that will meet or exceed your performance'stan- 
dards of accuracy, dependability, expansion and stopping power. 
Now you can select your favorite caliber and weight from 15 differ- 
ent jacketed pistol bullets. Load a box and try them under your 
own shooting conditions. You'll see why more and more bndgun- 
ners are choosing Hornady for performance. 

NEW! 

38 cal. 
125 gr. FP 

45 cal. 
lE5 gr. HP 
ACP 

45 cal. 
230 gr. FMJ 
ACP 

J 

38 cal. 
I10 gr. HP 

38 cal. 
125 gr. HP 

38 cal. 
158 gr. HP 

38 cal. 
158 ar. FP 

210 gr. HP 

44 cal. 
200 gr. HP 

45 cal. 
185 gr. 
Target ACP 

45 cab. 
250 r Long  colt%^ 

" 
44 cat. 240 gr. HP 

Hornady has 6 great 
swaged Lead Bullets, too. I 

106 bullets for handloading. Write for information. 

ornady H u l l e t s  
P.O. Box 1848, Dept. AH-3, Grand Island, Nebr. 68801 

pate for taking bii game have been im- 
proved to the degree that these cartridges 
:specific loadings) now prove to be entire- 
ly adequate. One such handgun cartridge 
is the 9mm Parabellum (P), and more and 
more serious handgun huntem are taking 
to this cartridge, after observing its per- 
formance on bii game. Even though 
handloaders have been loading the 9mm 
P to improved levels of performance for - 
quite some time, it remained for Super 
Vel and Remington to manufacture 9mm 
P commercial loadings adequate for big 
game. 

Although Super Vel was the fmt to in- 
troduce commercial 9mm P loads that 
would more or less expand, the perform- 
ance in bii game was erratic. Expansion 
with the liihter weight bullet (90 gr) was 
too extreme; ie., either complete frag- 
mentation when bone was struck or 
codjacket separation in muscle. Thus, 
penetration was often inadequate to reach 
the vitals and this load was quickly reject- 
ed by most handgun hunters for use on 
big game. As a rule the 112 gr JSP Super 
Vel loading gave better results since it 
would usually penetrate deep enough to 
reach the vitala However, its expansion 
was not consistent nor was it always sig- 
nificant+metimes expanding to over 
-60'' and at other times it would perform 
like a solid. Thii is not the case with the 
Remington 115 gr. JHP 9mm P loadi i  
(Index-RgMMl), for with little doubt thii 
is the single best performing commercial 
9mm P load currently available to use on 
big game. It consistently has expanded to 
over .60rr yet its penetration has always 
been more than adequate for Category LA 
big game. Unless an 'extremely (relatively) 
large bone is struck, thii 115 gr Reming- 
ton JHP seldom loses more than from 
three to five grains! Apparently a fme 
combination of structured jacket strength 
and bullet core cohesion exists so as to 
permit optimum terminal performance at 
9mm P velocities. Thii loading has, thus 
far, always chronographed (average) in 
the 1180 to 1210 fps range-regardless of 
the 9mm P pistol used. Also, and depend- 
ing on the pistol tested, the accuracy of 
this load is good-generally going from 
three to seven inch= at f@ yards. 

Another fme handgun cartridge is the 
Colt 38 Super. Thii cartridge is superior 
to the 9mm P, and actually its perform- 
ance compares favoriibly with that of a 3'12 
to 4 inch barreled 357 Magnum when 
liihter weight bdlets are used. Currently, 
there isn't a commercial load for the 38 
Super that is suitable for use on bii game. 
The W-W 125 gr JHP 38 Super loading 
(Index W38A3P) can be used, but it can- 
not be recommended There are two rea- 
sons for this. Fit, the exposed lead on 
the ogive of the bullet tends to cause feed- 
ing malfunctions It is true that polishii 
and possibly recontouring the feed ramp 
could eliminate thii, but the second fault 
would still remain and it is by far the more 
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important. The 125 gr JHP bullet does 
NOT remain intact during penetration; 
Le., core and jacket zuually separate. As a 
result, performance in big game has been 
very e r r a t i ~ o m e t i m e s  good but gen- 
erally unacceptable. This inadequate bul- 
let performance occurs even though ac- 
tual velocity is 75 to 100 fps slower than 
claime&ll80/1200 vice 1275 fps. 

Those who would use a 38 Super on big 
game must handload to achieve the d e  
sired bullet performance. Here too the 
Remington 115 gr JHP bullet (Index 
B22942) is an excellent choice for use in 
the 38 Super. Even though this bullet may 
be loaded to a velocity approaching 1600 
fps, it is not advisable. Field performance 
indicates that a velocity somewhere 
around 1300 fps is critical for this bullet. 
At or around this starting velocity, the bul- 
let typically expands to .701' with a mini- 
mum weight loss; whereas, velocity much 
over 1300 fps is enough to cause the bul- 
let to fragment. consequently, penetra- 
tion is often inadequate to reach the 
vitals-other than when a behind the 
shoulder, lung shot is made. One popular 
load reported to give excellent results on 
whitetail and other deer uses this bullet 
over 6.8 grains of Hercules Unique. Using 
R-P cases and CCI # 500 primers, the be- 
fore mentioned powder charge gives this 
bullet a chronographed velocity (average) 
of 1266 fps fired in a Colt, MarkIV/Series 
70. 

Another bullet that does well in the 38 
Super is the Speer 125 gr SP. Although 
this bullet does not usually expand as 
quickly or to the degree that the Reming- 
ton 115 g-r JHP does, the Speer 125 gr SP 

"The Ultimate Defense Load" 

I 
Accuracy 
Ultimate Second Shot Control 
Maximum Shocking Power 

HYDRA-SHOK CORPORATION 
R.D. 2, Coy Kendall Road, Watkins Glen, New York 14891 

Dealer Direct-FFL with order 

COMBAT PISTOL WORK 
he finest custom work on all hand- 
uns. Action work, throating, spe- 
ial sights, hard chrome. Send 
IASE for price list. LAWRENCE & 
VOOD of the Gun Rack. BOX 297, brd wc and no. l o  SASE for price I ~ S ~ S .  

8 e l m o n t ,  CA 9 4 0 0 2 .  Ph.  C R W Y  CITY ARMS P.O. Box 1128.0 
W I I ~ ~ ~ , N Y I W S  m n m n  

151592-41 66. 

gives sigdicantly greater ienetratioi and 
is a somewhat better choice where angliig 
shots are tried. Most 38 Super afi- 
cionados, this writer included, have ju- 
diciously loaded the 125 gr Speer (espe- 
cially the older cannelured version) to 
velocities exceeding 1400 fps. However, 
and substantiated by field performance, 
better results on big game are achieved 
when the velocity is kept between 1300 
and 1350 fps. There are other bullet selec- 
tions which can be and have been used to 
take big game, but to date the two before 
mentioned bullets are preferred by a ma- 
iority of handgun hunters who report 
hunting big game with a 38 Super. 

Certainly one could select other hand- 
gun cartridges which give more impres- 
sive ballistics, but a responsible handgun 
hunter need not be hesitant in choosing 
and then using either the 9mm P or 38 
Super. Whether a person likes, dislikes or 
is indifferent to the 9mm P or 38  Super, 
the fact remains that proper loads for 
each have made these cartridges effective 
for taking big game under field condi- 
tions. 

A discussion of those cartridges both 
popular and more effective on big game 
than the 9mm P will be given in the fmal 
part of this article on handgun 
cartridges for bii game. 
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Secret Agent shoulder holster. Fast draw shoulder holster. Open 
Designed for maximum conceal- front for super-fast draw. Fits 
ment. For all but a few unusual nearly all guns. Spring clip for 
guns. Spring clip for gun security gun security and quick release. 
and quick release. Soft Tan "no Soft Tan "no stain'' leather. No. NS 
stain" leather. No. K 6 and under . . . . . . . . . . . $1 6.25 
6 and under . . . . . . . . . . . $1 6.25 
Over 6 bbl . . . . . . . . . . . . 20.25 

fl ~v.ilable through dealers or direct from manufacturer. 
fl Send check or money order for full amount due with order. 
fl When ordering holsters please state exact barrel length of gun, 

gun manufacturer and model number. 
fl Add $2.00 per holster for handling and shipping. 
fl Missouri residents add 5% sales tax. 

817 North 17th Street* St. Louis, Missouri 63106 



A MUST FOR THE 
GUN 

AND CARTRIDGE 
COLLECTOR 

U.S. CARTRIDGES 
AND 

THEIR HANDGUNS 
by Charles R. Suydam 

Here is the new edition of the most 
informative book ever printed on the 
subject of what guns use which car- 
tridges. U.S. CARTRIDGES AND 
THEIR HANDGUNS shows, both 
photographically and with good text 
support, the cartridge guns pro- 
duced and many rare, unusual and 
not often seen cartridges that are 
now used since a great number of 
American and foreign made guns 
handle ammunition no longer avail- 
able. Available in softback and 
hardback. 

Softback Hardback 
$9.95 $1 4.95 

THE AMERICAN HANDGUNNER 
8150 N. Central Park Skokie, IL 60076 

Please send copy (ies) of 
U. S. CARTRIDGES AND 
THEIR HANDGUNS. .Enclosed 
is - plus $1.00 postage and 
handling per copy. 

STATE 

POWDER SPHERES AND FLAKES 
By DAN COTTERMAN 

was with a lamentable loss of pure 1 TA merican romance that handloaders 
long ago bid farewell to powders with such 
high-flown names as Hazard's Electric 
and Dupont's Diamond Grain. Those 
named Bear, Stag, and Pyro Pistol had 
their day as did a series of concoctions 
known as Liihtning and Sharpshooter. Of 
course, Unique and Bullseye l i i e r  on 
with the latter, now in its 90th year, laying 
undiiputed claim to being hoariest of 
them alL Be that as it may, Walsrode and 
Orange Extra are, I believe, gone forever. 

We are nonetheless blessed in these 
times with the broadest choice of specif- 
i d y  adaptable handgun propellants ever 
to be at our disposaL There is, within the 
present situation, a diminished necessity 
for attempting to adapt to the use of pow- 
ders of questionable handgun perfonn- 
ance characteristics There also is no need 
to experiment with those whose granular 
nature is so coarse as to cause rough me- 
tering and broad inconsistencies of charge 
weights. 

Regardless of the fact that optimum ac- 
curacy results will call for weighii each 
charge, the flake types and especially the 
sphencals will work best, ,. 

A notable exception is Hercules' Blue 
Dot, a color-coded flake powder with an 
add-mixture of stubby cyliidrical gran- 
ules. Because of the interspersing of cyl- 
inders, Blue Dot may be regarded as 
somewhat slower burning than the rest of 
Hercules' flake-grained offerine includ- 
ing their other Dots, Red and Green. 

An obvious fact about Blue Dot was re- 
vealed after devoting a few minutes to 

physically separating small, equal sample 
' 

weights of flake from cyliidrical granules. 
It is amwent that there is a considerable 
differiice in the rapidity with which the 
two types of granules burn. This, to be 
sure, is somewhat less scientifically abso- 
lute than closed-bomb testing such as 
might be done in a factory laboratory. It 
is, nonetheless, suficient to c o n f i i  the 
fact that the mixing in of the comer gran- 
ules is meant to physically retard burning 
rate. It follows that low-volume charges of 
Blue Dot might easily contain a relatively 
wide variance in ratio between flakes and 
cyliiders, thereby causing some ups md 
downs in burning rate. The foregoing con- 
cept% to some extent supported by Her- 
cules loading tables which recommend no 
quantity smaller than 14.2 grains of Blue 
Dot, that being behind a 220-grain bullet 
in the -41 Magnum's rather spacious hull. 
Other Blue Dot recommendations include 
loads for magnums only and, at this time, 
exclude the -45 Colt and the -45 ACP. It 
is, however, possible that a highly satisfac- 
tory load using Blue Dot in the larger .45 
Colt can be worked up provided care is 
taken to keep the charge volume hiih 
enough to maintain correct balance of 
grain types while not going beyond safe 
pressure levels. 

The presence of the small cylinders in 
Blue Dot will not adversely affect meter- 
ing. Also particularly tractable are the nu- 
merous spericals offered by Hodgdon and 
Winchester. A recent development by 
Winchester provides some -41 Magnum 
spherical powder loadings not included in 
their currently available tables: 

, ,  Bullet - Powder Charge in Grains Veloclty Pressure (LUP) 
21 0 gr. lead 231 7.4 1125 28000 
21 0 gr. lead 630 12.4 1 .I 25 19500 

210 gr. JSP 231 8.8 1 220 38000 
210 gr. JSP 630 17.6 1460 38000 
21 0 gr. JSP 296' 20.4 1460 24000 

1 *Note-The 2% h a i  must be used exactly as shown with IW altemtions or substitutions. 1 
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'- p e  caution dealing with 2% also applies 
' to data for the -357 Magnum and the -44 

Magnum. Winchester continues with an 
admonition against using reduced charges 
with 2% while recommending the use of 
their magnum primers and "a-very heavy 
crim~." There is an obvious need for 
stroig ignition and adequate burning time 

[. for 2% which would appear to be slightly 
slower burning than Blue Dot. 

The writer has experienced good results 
kith Wiichester's versatile 630 Ball which 
fmds wide application in eveqth i i  from 
small autoloader hulls to the big mag- 
nums and with a considerable variety of 
bullet weights. Fouliig, through unburned 
powder granules, is held to a minimum, 
especially in the larger cases, by using 
magnum primers. In the -357 I have 
found that an even 13.5 grains of 630 pro- 
duces a good load behiid a 158-grain JSP 
bullet Velocity, from a six-inch barrel, 
werages out at around 1350 fps. The load 
is less than maximum while providing ex- 
cellent strikiig force and overall effective- 
ness At the same time, it is liiht enough 
to allow considerable practice sessions at 
the range without becoming unpleasant. 

The -44 Magnum also responds well to 
630 stoking. I have had good results with 
both 210-grain and 240-grain bullets in 
Ruger and Smith & Wesson -44 Magnum 
revolvers. Considerable loading has, how: 
ever, revealed that the two guns respond 
best to different charge weights with simi- 
lar bullet weights. The same may well ap- 
ply to your own efforts to produce the best 
performance from your gun. For exam- 
ple, I have found that my S&W is more 
weeable to a charge of 20.5 grains of 
630 behiid 210-grainers while the same 
bullet weight and type will do better in the 
Ruger with Winchester's prescribed 21.4 
grains of 630, both loads touched off with 
magnum primers. With the 24&, the gun- 
to-gun difference is a little less: 19.5 
grains for the Ruger compared to 19.0 
grains for the S&W. It's a matter of apply- 
ing the proven method of starting a grain 
or so below the top and working up until 
you get what you want. The optimum level 
is often found when charges are lighter 
~han maximum. 

Autoloaders also respond favorably to a 
diet of 630. I have, for my own use, settled 
on a charge of 10.5 grains with a 210- 
grain semi-wadcutter in the -45 auto and 
10.7 grains behind the 100-grain hollow- 

' point in the 9MM Luger. Stepping up in 
weight with the big -45, I have developed 
a preference for 10.8 grains of 6304 th  
the 225-grain jacketed hollow-point. The 
load behaves well in eithpr of two -45 
autoloaders-one a Gold Cu$, the other a 
GI-leaving the matter of accuracy under 
better control when target shooting while 
remaining effective for more serious us- 

b,  No extensive use of 231 has been car- 
ried out to date. However, preliminary in- 
dications with 148gain target wadcutters 
in the .38 Special are such as to indicate 
that  Winchester's recommended 

" ,&4ERIW llyqwwm MARcH/APRlL 
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3.42311148WC will work out as well w 
any target load I've tried thus far. Al- 
though I have not personally chon* 
graphed this load, the Winchester tables 
liit it at 880 f p  with pressure at 19.5M 
C.U.P. 

With the more or less specific magnum 
application of 2% and liiht to mid-range 
limitations of 231, it is highly probable 
that 630 will develop as one of the most 
widely used of all handgun propellants. Its 
recommended loadings, like Hodgdon's 
expanded line of sphericah for handgun 
use, cover a broad spectrum of cartridge 

sizes and bullet weights. 
The Hodgdon "HS" (Handgun, Spheri- 

cal) series-HS-5, HS-6, and HS-7 are be- 
ing loaded and tested with various bullet 
weights and types in a number of repre- 
sentative caliiers. The same is true of that 
company's other handgun fuels, including 
HP-38, H-110 and Trap 100 with addi- 
tional attention to another fiely-grained, 
easy-loading mix, H4227. A full repoq on , 
the results of these loading experiments 
will follow in a future issue of THE 
AMERICAN 
HANDGUNNER 
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THOIblPSONlCENTER ARMS 1 
Farmington Road WPt. T M - 3  I 
Rochester, New Hampshire 03867 , 

Name 

TAKES T H E M  ALL! 1 
There is really no contest! As soon as 1 
you mention "hunting handgun" you are 
left with the only sports pistol which was 
designed strictly for hunting. Pick your 
range and target (100 yards or better - 
varmints or big game). Contender offers 
a cartridge/barrel/gun/scope combination 
that will out perform the best of them, 
Contender offers 23 different. interchange- 
able barrels for such cartr~dges as -22 
Hornet, .222 Rem., .256 Win., .357 Mag., 
.30/30 Win. it even offers the "top two 
wildcats", .30 and ,357 Herrett, which 
are not about to be beaten by standard 
factory fodder. Write for literature! 

THOMPSONICENTER ARMS 
Farmington Road 

Rochester, New Hampshire 03867 



Regional Police Match Puts Two 
New Records on the Books 
By J. K. OSGOOD 

A ugust 20, 1977 was hot and slightly 
hazy, but the weather didn't seem to 

bother Lucy Chambliss, as she set a new 
Women's National Record with a blazing 
240-22X! And Richard Jarvis of the Hia- 
leah Police tied the Men's with a perfect 
240-24X! 

The scene was the Hamp Rogers Me- 
morial Pistol Range in Winter Haven, 
Florida, where a registered Florida Police 
Combat League Match was being shot A 
total of 73 shooters came to the line, and 
when it was all over, 2X's decided the win- 
ner. More about that later. 

Lucy Chambliss is a top shooter in any- 
one's book, and it only was a matter of 
time before Winter Haven's lady cop was 
expected to do something like set a rec- 
ord. She did it on the first relay of Match 
One, using her Ron Powers' conversion of 
a Smith Model 10. The 6" Douglas bar- 
rel is topped by a Bo-Mar rib, and fitted 
with Hogue grips. Lucy uses custom re- 

loads made up with 158 grain round nose 
bullets propelled by 3 grains of Bullseye. 
She prefers the HKS speed 'loaders, and 
the popular leather Reno holster tops off 
her rig. Lucy attributes her high score to 
Powers' work on her gun. He does do 
good work, but anyone who has tried this 
game knows it takes a damned good 
shooter as well as a good gun! And Lucy is 
one good shooter. Congratulations on 
your fine shooting! 

Now let's run through the rest of the 
matches and check out the winners and 
their gear. Match One was won by Richard 
Jarvis of the Hialeah Police, as he drilled a 
perfect 240-24X with his Smith Model 10. 
Garcia's Gun Shop of Hialeah fitted a 
heavy sleeve over the 6" factory barrel, 
and added a Bo-Mar 'rib. Jarvis left the 
factory stpcks and hammer as is, but al- 
lowed, "some work had been done on the 
action." He used Winchester factory 
match loads in Dade speedloaders, and 
theReno leather breakfront holster. A po- 

Â¥office for six years, Dick started corn-, 

bat shooting only this   ear! A highly per- 
sonable young man, Dick has definite 
opinions about combat shooting. "I'd like 
to see this opened to civilians," he said, 
"and make the guns more representative 
of a service. revol~er.'~ We'll be hearing 
more about this young shooter, I'm sure. 
And his ideas are being repeated by many 
other combat shooters. 

Two top Florida shooters tied for the 
second match with 180-14X scores. Walt 
Sherman, a sergeant on the Highway Pa- 
trol, and the 1977 Florida Combat Cham- 
pion, used a Python he customized him- 
self. Walt shoots Speer 158 grain factory 
loads and uses the Dade speedloader. He . 

\ 
1 

wore a handmade leather holster similar 
to the Reno. Jim O'Neill of the Clearwater 
Police Department used a Smith Model 

i 
14 to tie Walt. Jim's gun was customized 
by none other than Walt himself. Jim's 

' 

gun has the popular Douglas barrel and 
Bo-Mar rib, like Walt's Python. Jim 
shoots 148 grain Star bullets in Winches- 
ter Western brass loaded up with 2.7 
grains of Bullseye. Dade speedloaders and . 
the ~lastic version of the Reno holster fin- 
ish off Jim's rig. 

Walt steadied himself long enough to 



Lucy Chambliss shows her record 
target to Hamp Rogers, Director 
of Public Safety, Winter Haven. 

George Kitchell, another 1976-77 
Governor's Twenty member, took Match 
Four with a Smith Model 10 customized 

artially by Reed Knight Reed added a 
bouglas barrel and Bo-Mar rib, then . . take the third match, but didn't pop many 
X's, which would end up to haunt him 

, later! 

Geo e did his own action work. George 
uses 3 ade speedloaders filled with custom 
loads made up of Zero 148 grain bullets 
and 2.7 grains of Bullseye. The leather 
Reno holster hangs from a Safariland belt 

Now for the topper! Reed Knight took 
the aggregate with a 1486-94X to Walt 
Sherman's 1468-92X! Reed used a Smith 

Model 53 frame and action, to which he 
fitted a .38 cylinder and Douglas barrel, 
topped by a Bo-Mar rib. Reed's 148 grain 
Remington factory loads are used in Dade 
speedloaders. A Reno leather holster fin- 
ishes his rig. 

Reed, a personable young man, is Presi- 
dent of the League, and top-rated in the 
1976-77 Governor's Twenty. He serves as 
a Reserve Officer with the Vero Beach Po- 
lice Department His favorite combat 
pistol is another Model 53, with an Ober- 
meyer barrel bored out to .32 caliber! 
With Dynamit-Nobel ammunition, Reed 
gets 1" machine rest groups at 5 0  yds. 

The rigs described were typical of most 
of the shooters, although the plastic ver- 
sion of the Reno breakfront seemed to be 
worn more than the leather-by the non- 
winners, at least! Dade speedloaders were 
used by a majority, and factory ammuni- 
tion was prevalent I saw only three 
shooters without earmuffs, and wrist-hung 
stopwatches were very much in evidence. 
Pistols? Well, the winners' choices ranged 
all over the map as far as actions go. Not 
many Colts, although people like Walt 
Sherman swear by them. 

There you have it, a new women's Rec- 
ord,a Man's tied, and 2-X's deciding the 
winner! And enough information about 
guns and rigs to let you know what Florida 
shooters are using. If you can keep the 
gunsmiths and shooters 
straight, that is! 

Reed k ~ t g h t ,  aggregate winner. 
used a Model 53 custom revolver 
to post an amazing 1486-94X. 
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Walt Sherman t ieu  tor Seuund 
using a Python he customized.  
Walt was 1977 Florida champion. , 

Richard J a m s  with his record 
tying target. Dick shoots a re-  
worked M-10 with sleeved barrel. 
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By MASSAD AYOOB 

The Bobcat Magnum Collars the 
Problem of Necked Cases 

F or well over a year now, Robert Booth 
of Bobcat Magnums, 2560 San Carlos 

Avenue, Dept. AH, Castro Valley, CA 
94546, has been turning out a fascinating 
cartridge-revolver combo of extraordinary 
midmagnum capability. He calls it the 
.357/44 Bobcat Magnum, and while it has 
at least as much bite as its namesake, it's a 
lot easier to handle, and a heck of a lot 
easier to come by. 

The round is formed by necking stan- 
dard .44 Magnum brass down to .357, and 
attaching a plastic collar around the neck 
+o flesh out the case to' .44 Mag dimen- 
sions. Standard .357 bullets are loaded 
into the wildcat. Backed by the bucketful 
of powder that fits the big .44 hull, they 
come out roaring. 

Bob Booth explains the concept thus: 
"It is, of course, common knowledge that 
the bottleneck is a more efficient design 
in the interest of velocity and trajectory, 
and I have been discouraged in the past 
with other attempts to get it to work. I re- 
alize the problem of the bottleneck in a re- 
volver is that expansion of the brass shoul- 
der against the hard steel chamber causes 
a backing out of the case. My idea was to 
take the troublesome portion of the cham- 
ber and put it on the cartridge, hence 
creating a straight case." 

The sleeve or collar went through an ex- 
tensive period of testing. The original col- 
lars were brass, and while they worked 
fine, Booth found them too expensive to 
be practical Fitting the collar inside the 
chamber permanently didn't work out 
well at all; he settled on plastic cartridge 
collars, made of General Electric's poly- 
carbonate alloy # 191. 

What he wound up with, says Booth, 
was "A gun that delivers the same muzzle 
energy as a .44 Magnum with twice the 
penetration and half the recoil." 

That, ladies and gentlemen, is a claim 
that takes a lot of living up to. Our tests 
prove that the Bobcat Magnum lives up to 
those promises all the way. Almost. . . 

Bob Booth is a dedicated shooter 
and a knowledgeable experimenter. 
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5-hi Booth's tests, he used "diamond 
kt&'+ -.  plates of s/d' and '/4" thickness. 

5 Â¥. need-ma re~lacement for steel in belted 

, , 
back over thebullet base. fired out of a 6" 
h e r  Security Six. The Bobcat Magnum 
with the. 110-grain SJHP confwration, 
went through d l  16 layers and G o  inches * - 
intothe soft earth behind it, mushroom- 
. ing fully but a little more raggedly; the 
' jacket fell off when the spent round was 
:, pickedup. The 125 and 140 grain Bobcat . - 

Nagnurn-s also penetrated every stitch of 
the, tight-denier Kevlar, and buried them- 
selves so deep into the earth that we 
couldn't recover them; all three were Progression of the conversion shows .44 Magnum case (left); a necked 

' 
&om my 6*/dr Blackhawk Bobcat Mag- case; a loaded round; the collars and a complete round ready to go. 

" -num. 
\ 

By contrast, no .44 Magnum I've ever 
fired at this substance has completely 
penetrated 16 layers, and they usually stop 
half o r  two thirds of the wav through the 
sw&h. When Booth says he's g o a c e  
the penetration of a .44 Magnum with 
equivalent bullet types, b e h e  him. He's 
telling you the truth, and-soam I, right 
here. 

Now, about that "half the recoil of the 
.44 Magnum'' statement. Bob says he ar- 
rived at that conclusion from hi own sub  
jective tests, and from handing the gun up 
and down firing lines of novice-through- 
mabter shooters, and asking them to fire 
the gun next to a 4 4  Magnum of identical 
configuration - 

My observations, like Bows p-e subjec- 
tive. I'd rather say that while apparent 
muzzle lift is much more than half of the 
.44 Maggie's, it's a whole lot more com- 
fortable to shoot The .357/44 Bobcat, at 
least in my new model Ruger Blackhawk, 
still has plenty of upflip, enough to roll the 
gun back inmy hand during offhand fu- 
ing. The single action winds up in the 
same position~with the hammer spur 
against the web of my hand-that a Super 
Blackhawk fetches up to when I shoot it, 
one handed with a full-house load, Hassf 
ever, recoil is l&ly a function of bifflefr-- 
.weight, and when you dro a % r .  

110, something's got to be '-T.- # ,  + . 
. kick departrknt. And it is: * .  

>.* 

, - 
r*.& Stee l  o l a t e  shot & I  50  f e e t .  

Only the .44  Magnum and the 
Bobcat  penetra ted the p la te .  
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cat Magnum, you don't feel that "impact 
shock" in the palm of your hand that gets 
you when you touch off a full-house .44. 

All that happens when you touch off a 
.357/44 Bobcat is that the gun rolls back 
in your hand and lifts. With a good two- 
hand hold, it doesn't even roll back ap- 
preciably; that's in the Ruger configura- 
tion, which I find eminently comfortable 
to shoot. 

I haven't fired the Smith & Wesson 
conversion' yet, and that may be a differ- 
ent story. Booth says one reason he pre- 
fers to convert the Ruger is that, in his 
words, "The recoil in the Smith & Wesson 
configuration bothers Hell out of me!" 

This is no big news, as .44 Mag buffs have 
known for years: the Model 29 S&W 
kicks harder than the Ruger Super Black- 
hawk, but has faster locktime, better trig- 
ger, and a lighter hammer fall, making it 
more conducive to precision accuracy. 

The same is not necessarily true in the 
Bobcat Magnum; here, the Ruger SA 
makes more sense vis-a-vis the DA Smith 
than anywhere else. Booth likes the heav- 
ier cylinder on the Blackhawk, and espe- 
cially, the rifling twist: he findsthat the 
one in 16 inches twist of the Ruger is sig- 
nificantly more stabilizing at his speeds 
than the one in 18'A inch twist of the 
Smith. I haven't shot a Smith & Wesson 

Here's a tougher test. The V 4 "  2 I 

steel plate was easily punched 
through by the .357/44 Bobcat. 

Bobcat Magnum, but his comments make 
sense: I know my Ruger shoots super. 

Just what speeds is he talking about? 
Friends, the loading data for the Bobcat 
Magnum virtually duplicates that of the 
.357 AutoMag that handgun buffs have 
been raving about for the past few years. A ., 
table accompanies this article, but we can , :. ,a 
look here at some of the more spectacular 
figures: right around two thousand feet 
per second with the 110 grain semi-jack- 
eted pill (using 19.5 grains of Blue Dot for 
an absolute red line load); close to 1700 
fps with the 158 grainers when cranked all 
the way up with 22.4 grains of 296 (hitting 
almost half a ton of muzzle energy); and 
just about 1800 fps with the 140 grain . ...I 
slugs, using 23.5 grains of 2%. The 125- 
grain, while it can come within spitting 
distance of 1900 fos with 25 grains of 2%. 

u 

seems to give its finest accuracy when you 
sacrifice 90-some odd fps with a charge of 
24.6 grains of HI 10. The latter is the pow- 
der Booth prefers, finding it the most ac- 
curate and consistent in all his Bobcat 
Magnum guns and loads. 

Booth is sometimes conservative, some- 
times a trifle extravagant in his claims for 
his Bobcat Magnum. When he shipped 
me mine, he promised that with the 125- 
grain- bullet, sighted at 25 yards, drop 
would be less than two inches at 100 
yards. That was a conservative promise: in . 
my 6*/2" Ruger, it was less than "less than ' A ' 

two inches." At 25 yards, the 125 grain . . 
loads I was using were grouping at the 
edge of the line between the 7 and 8 rings 
of the 25-yd slow fire bull: a bit less than 
an inch above my 6 o'clock point of aim. 
Three shot groups, incidentally, ran well , 
under an inch center to center at that dis- 

RCBSCHRONOGRAPHREPORT RUGERBOBCATMAGNUM* 
Average 

L Bullet Muzzle Muzzle 
. No. Grains Powder Primer Case Make Weight Make Type Energy Velocity 

. -1 23.7 296 Win Win 1 40 Speer H.P. 94 1 
,:.' 2 24 HI 10 Win Win 1 25 Speer H.P. 909 

3 25 HI10 Win Win 125 Speer H.P. 965 
4 25 296 Win Win 125 Speer H.P. 944 
5 25.2% . ' 296 Win Win 125 Speer H.P. 955 
6 26.3, .HI 10 Win Win 110 Speer H.P. 928 

- 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 ' 

7 26.3 296 Win win 110 Speer . ' H.P. 836 1851 
8 26.7 246 Win Win 110 Speer ,.- H.P. 91 3 1934 

9 27 HI10 Win Win 90 Sierra** -H.P. 842 2053 
27 296 Win Win 90 Sierra** , ;;. , ,H.P. . 738 1923 
27.5 296 Win Win 90 Sierra4* . ,  HP., .. -810 

" .* 
201 7 

>. .- 
*= Ruger Blackhawk, 6 W  bbl., 16" twist 

' ^\ 

* =  ,355 diameter 
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Dick Brown fires the Bobcat 'to 
show that though kick i s  still 
there ,  i t ' s  not uncomfortable.  

tance with all bullet weights, using a 
double-fisted right hand barricade posi- 
tion. 

At a hundred yards, I figured, my center 
hold would equate to mucho drop, so I 
switched to a B-27 silhouette and held for 
the neck with one group, for the center 
head' for another. Upon examination of 
the target, I found one group in the neck 
area, another in the head: there had been 
no drop from point of aim, and the sights 
hadn't changed; Conclusion: in my gun, 
the 125-gr. bullet backed by 25 grains of 
HI10 was dropping no more than an inch 
between 25 and 100 yards. For handgun 
hunters, who will take most of their shots 
somewhere between those two distances, 
that's good news indeed: hold on the crit- 
ter's eye if that's all that's exposed to you, 
and that's where you'll hit without any 
hold over. Even at point blank range (dur- 
ing the 10-foot penetration tests), adead- 
on hold out the'bullet's ooint of imoact at 
point ofkm, which-isn't-so s.tran& to re-. 
mark on: some rounds, -hqtably the .38 
mid-range wadcutter, will shoot 2" low at 
7 yards when the gun is sighted center at 
25. 

Moving out another hundred yards, we 
found the first Bobcat claim that might 
have been called extravagant while Bob 
had told me the drop at 200 yards would 
^e no more than eight inches with a gun 

.' 
sighted for 25 yards, my Ruger was put- 
tbg them in the hip area of the silhouette 
with the same neck hold that had been 
dead on at 100 yards: a drop of more like 
two feet. In fairness, Bob's claim was 
based on the 158-grain load, which I 
didn't test, but if the 158 drops only eight 
inches, a faster-stepping 125 in the same 
gun shouldn't drop three times ap much. 

But back to the fulfilled promises: Bob 
had told me, "The average Blackhawk 
with open sights can hold a 14" group at 
200 yards." My own did a'bit over half 
that off a bench at 200; one memorable 
group measured just under eight inches 
with a called flyer, and with t w ~  of the 
125-grain bullets almost touching each 
other. 

My total impression of the .357/44 Bob 
cat Magnum is strongly positive. The ac- 
curacy and trajectory are excellent, and 
give a handgun hunter all the confidence 
he could want Penetration is excellent, as 
is uniformity and completeness of bullet 
expansion, and these are things I want in a 
hunting handgun. I never agreed with the 
theory that the bullet should stop inside 
the animal and "expend its total energy," 
I'd much rather have a .357/44 slug, ex- 
panded to fifty or sixty caliber, go crashing 
out through the other side of the animal's 
chest That way, there's more tissue dam- 
aged, plus another hole through which the 
air can rush in and aid the collapse of the 
lungs and cause pneumothorax, squeezing 
the heart until it stops and plunges the mi- 

ma1 into painless unconsciousness. A bul- 
let-damaged heart can still beat wildly and 
erratically with enough efficiency to keep 
oxygenated blood circulating through the 
brain for a span of time, but a heart com- 
pressed by air and by two collapsed lungs 
isn't going to beat as long. Complete pene- 
tration also increases, the blood trail for 
the hunter to follow. The penetration 
characteristics of the .357/44 Bobcat. 
Magnum also seem likely to eliminate a 
problem that has plagued .357-armed 
handgun hunters for 60 long: the danger 
that an otherwise more efficient. expand- 
ing bullet will be defeated when it en- 
counters heavy bone. I have no doubt that 
a slug which can pierce 16 layers of Kev- 
lar and still travel deep into damp earth 
and maintain a perfect mushroom, can be 
counted on not to shatter on a shoulder 
bone and turn a clean kill into a crippling 
wound. 

It's not a load for police, and Bob Booth 
agrees, though he has reluctantly done a 
few conversions on Highway Patrolman 
revolvers for Southern California cops. 
One insisted on it after his standard .357 
failed to penetrate a felon's car door in a , 

running shootout I personally don't care 
for the idea: the Bobcat Mag's penetration 
makes it dangerous for police, who always 
have to contend with the possibility that 
an innocent victim may be standing un- 
seen behind the gunman they drop the 
hammer on. 
' -  <r - . . . {Continued on page 51) 
, , ? . . . 2  -. .,: " . - . .  

Though the plastic collars on the neck of the Bobcat often split upor 
firing, it has no effect on performance, being designed for one-time use 



Watch the 
Fl~~ing Case! 

1. Stuart Clingman of Guernsey, Wyoming- 

3. Mason Williams-What a Balancing Act! 

There are a lot of things going on when a handgunner lets 
go with a round. In a split second there is a roar, an abrupt 
jump of the muzzle, and not a small amount of backward 
recoil. The revolver shooter experiences all of these, but 
the shooter of an auto pistol has still more to contend 
with; the slide slams back and then forward and the empty 
case is ejected. This latter effect is the subject of this 
photo story. 

While Byron Boots was photographing the 1977 National 
Shooters League Shoot in Wyoming, a series of un- 
planned photos showed the empty cartridge cases being 
ejected from a variety of auto pistols. While these photos 
are one-dimensional, and may distort the actual trajectory 
of the flying case, some of these photos are enlightening 
and others downright humorous. 

5. John Starling of Laramie-Headin' Your Way! 



IUD and Away! 2. Bob Merritt of Oregon-It Went Thataway! 

I 4. Brian Lendzion of Chicago-Reading the Headstamp! 

5 -  4 
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6. Shel Chazon of Colorado-Keep Shut the Mouth! 
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From Beretta 

By J. B. WOOD 

Increased Capacity 
and a New Configuration 

Are Features of Latest 

automatic pistols, the wave of the fu- 
ture seems to be double action trigger IN 

systems and large capacity magazines. 
When this trend began, just a few years 
ago, my personal reaction was: Why did 
the designers wait so long? The double- 
row magazine has been around since be- 
fore 1900, and a true double-action pistol 
since about 1920. In research and devel- 
opment, though, these things move with 
ponderous slowness. Tooling up to pro- 
duce a new design costs a tremendous 
amount of money, and the sales managers 
are always haunted by the same spectre: 
Will it sell? 

As befits a grand old firm that has been 
in business since 1680,A~mi Beretta hai 
been very cautious. Around 1968 they fi- 
nally entered the double action-field with 
a beautiful little pocket pistol called the 
Model 90. Regrettably, it was made only 

. n 7.65mm (.32 auto), and when I asked if 
. it was to be available in .380, the reply was 

negative. Instead, they had something else 
in mind. That "something else" has now 
arrived, and it was worth waiting for. 

The new nistol is designated the Model 

84  in 9mm Corto (.380 auto), and in 
7.65mm (.32 auto) it is called the Model 
81. To those who might wonder why any- 
one would bother to make a modern .32 
auto, it should be pointed out that this is 
still a popular round in Europe, and is 
considered an adequate police and per- 
sonal protection round. I doubt that even 
the finest .32 will achieve popularity in the 
US. today, so let's concentrate on the 
Model 84 in the .380 chambering. 

Externally, it is a return to the tradition- 
al Beretta "look," with the open-top slide 
and exposed barrel originated by Beretta's 
Master Designer, the late Signore Tullio 
Marengoni. Other than this nod to tradi- 
tion, the rest is all new, and brilliantly 
done. Consider these points: 

The pistol has an ultra-smooth double 
action trigger pull, achieved by good me- 
chanical advantage and careful fitting. 
The magazine capacity is 13 rounds in the 
.380 Model 84, giving a fully loaded count 
of 14. (For some reason, the .32 version, 
the Model 81, has a capacity of one round 
less for the smaller cartridge. I'm still try- 
ing to figure this out.) There is a back wit- 
ness hole at the "full" level. 

The manual safety is ambidextrous, 

with a lever and a red indicator spot on 
both sides. Now, you might say, "So what? 
I ' m  not left-handed!" But what if you were 
in a critical situation, and your right hand 
incapacitated in some way? Then it would 
make a lot of difference. Mechanically, 
the safety is a good one, as it directly 
blocks the sear. 

For those who are left-handed, the 
magazine release is reversible, to push 
from right to left. This alteration is not 
difficult, and requires no special tools. It 
is somewhat tricky, though, and might 
best be done by your friendly gunsmith. 

There is an external slide latch, to act as 
a hold-open when the last shot is fired, 
and it is well-placed for easy release. 

The extractor has a red-painted area on 
its top edge, and protrudes slightly when a 
round is in the chamber, acting as a load- 
ed indicator. 

Takedown is a simple one-lever opera- 

Author found the new Model 84 
Beret ta  wel l  worth wait ing for.  



tion, the lever locked in place by a spring- 
loaded button. 

Grips are smooth walnut Frame, maga- 
zine floorplate, and magazine follower are 
of alloy, all other parts steel. Fit and finish 
are as you'd expect on a Beretta-impec- 

When I took the Model 84 out to the 
range, I tried it with a variety of .380 
ammo, from ordinary FMJ rounds to the 
"funny stuff," such as the stubby little 84- 
grain JHP loaded by Smith & Wesson 
While some pistols require "throating" to 
feed the latter, the Beretta ran through 
them all without a hitch. 

Fired from a sandbag rest at 25 yards, 
1 shots stayed in the black, and best 

group was around four inches. The gun 
will do better than this, after a little work 
on the single action sear step. My gun has 
a single action pull that can best be de- 
scribed as rather stiff. Sights are excel- 
lent-square post front, integral with the 
slide, and square notch rear, dovetailed 
into the slide. 

In combat-style shooting, the Model 84 
really shines. At five to seven yards, all 
shots were in the "K" zone, with the first 
round being fired double action. There 
was an initial tendency to shoot a few 
inches low, but this was no fault of the 
gun. As soon as I became more familiar 
with it, and adjusted my hold, all was well. 
Toward the end of the firing tests, I was 

consistently popping soft-drink cans off a 
log, from the hip, doing a "turn-and-fire" 
routine. 

With the double-column magazine, the 
grip section is a bit wider than average, , 
but not objectionably so. The measured 
width (or, thickness, if you prefer) is PI16 
inches, and is quite comfortable for my 
average-sized hand. From the center of 
the trigger to the backstrap is2% inches, 
about the same as a Walther PPK/S. The 
upper rear of the frame has a generous 
overhang, and there i sno  way that even 
the fleshiest hand can be bitten by the 
hammer. The trigger has a small raised- 
stud on its rear face which contacts the 
frame to prevent excessive over-travel. 



The new Model 92 (above) is similar in appearance to the Model 51 
which was introduced in 1969. Only DA trigger shows a marked change. 

There is a magazine safety which dis- 
connects the er bar when the maga- 
zine is r e m o v y a  welcome feature for 
those who are dumb enough to forget the 
round in the chamber when unloading. 
For the rest of us, who want that last 
round available while changing maga- 
zines, taking off the right grip allows re- 
moval of that little abomination, without 
tools, in about three seconds. 

The Model 84 is.@ little large for a 
pocket pistol, but thenTve always consid- 
ered anything above the size 0 a .25 auto & to be a holster gun. The new retta .380 
is really an intermediate pistol, bridging 
the gap between the military-sized auto 
and the pocket gun. In this category, at 
the resent time,it has no equal. 

&ile the Model 84 was in the work". 
the people at Beretta were also doing 
things to the already excellent design of 

, their Model 51 pistol, sometimes called 

the Brigadier. When I first tested this gun 
about ten years ago, I remember lament- 
ing the fact that it didn't have a double-ac- 
tion trigger and a large-capacity magazine. 
Well, now it has both, and they call it the 
Model 92. It's not really correct, though, 
to imply that the new military Beretta is 
nothing more than a re-designed Model 
51. It is similar in general appearance, 
and has the same tilting-block locking sys- 
tem. The extractor acts as a loaded-cham- 
her indicator, just as on the Model 51. 
The magazine release is in a similar loca- 
tioh. The cartridge is the same, the 9mm 
Parabellum (Luger). Otherwise, it's all 
new, and quite different. 

The double-column magazine holds 15 
rounds, giving a fully-loaded capacity of 
16. There is a witness hole on the back flat 
at the fully-loaded point. 

The double-action trigger system is 
virtually the same as used in the Model 

84, and is very smooth. On my Model 92, 
the single action pull was also smooth and 
light 

The manual safety is well-located for 
easy operation, and brings a heavy steel 
bar up to block the sear. On double-action ' 

pistols with inertia-type firing pins a 
manual safety is really not essential, but if 
it's ever needed, this one is very positive 
and efficient 

The external slide latch is also in the 
right position for easy operation with the 
thumb of the shooter's hand, and like. 
everything else on these pistols is made 
with an extra margin of strength. 

The Model 92 also features a quick, 
one-lever takedown, with the lever located 
on the left side and the lock button on the 
right 

The location of the magazine release 
button, at the lower rear edge of the left 
grip, may cause some frowns among the 
combat,,competition crowd. On the other 
hand, this magazine holds fifteen rounds, 
and is not likely to need rapid replace- 
ment during the average serious social en- 
counter. 

Grips on the Model 92 are of lastic, 
with rather sharp moulded chec ! ering. 
The frame and magazine follower are 
alloy, &e rest steel. Grip width is lyis 
inches, the same as on the Model 84, but 
the center-of-trigger to backstrap mea- 
surement is actually less-just inches. 

The Model 92 is a large pistol, with a 
barrel and slide even longer than its 
predecessor, the Model 51. The Brigadier 
had a 4l/~-inch barrel, and the barrel of the 
Model 92 measures 478 inches. With an 
overall length of SS/ie inches, it's out of the 
casual carrying class. It's a pistol for the 
professional in law enforcement, the mili- 
tary, and related fields. It would also be 
excellent for home defense. 

Model 84 magazine safety exposed 
with grip panel removed. It can 
be easily removed without tools. 1 
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e Model 84 Beretta, field stripped down to major components. 

Take-down latch of the Model 92 
shown in open and closed position. 
Lock button is pushed from the 
r ight  s ide  of frame to unlock. 

At the range, I put the Model 92 
through much the same paces as the 
Model 84, and the results were similar. 
The better single action trigger pull of the 
Model 92 gave me tighter target groups, 
but in combat-style shooting they were 
equal. The Model 92 also functioned per- 
fectly with all loads and bullet types with- 
out alteration. 

A final note, for those who have heard 
the stories about the Model 51 developing 
cracks in the slide at the location of the 
locking block recesses. First of all, I have 
never seen a Model 51 with such a fault, 
nor have I been able to locate anyone else 
who has. The fable probably began be- 
cause the slide just looks thin at that point 
Even so, Beretta had apparently heard 
these tales, too, and the new Model 92 
slide is beefed-up in the locking block 
area. 

Altogether, Arrni Beretta can be proud 
of these two pistols. If Signore Marengoni 
were still with us, I feel they'd also get his . 
stamp of , "W.) 
approval. :.,I- : ":.., .' 

- - - 7 .  3 ' 
, I + Â ¥ Â  . 

me Moaei 92 field strips down to rive maJob compoienrti ' 
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What is your current percentage of returned g 
Why did you drop the .22 single actions and 
Will there be a Detective Special in  357 Magnum? 
Are you selling as many large bore auto pistols as 
What are Colt's views on gun control? 

- m  m - 

9 ------ - - --9- r -  - 
By MASSAD AYOOB 

C. Edward Werner became president of Colt's Firearms Division in August, 
1975, drafted for the spot from a similar position in Elox, another Colt Indus- 
tries firm which builds electrical discharge (EDM) machinery. Previous man- 
agement in the Firearms Division had been largely marketing-oriented with an 
emphasis on government marketing; what was needed, the parent corporation 
decided, was someone a little more in tune with engineering and the nuts and 
bolts of manufacturing. Werner's background included fifteen years of en- 
gineering at G.E., gradually drifting into the manufacturing side as he climbed 

assad F. Ayoob, began by asking Werner 
his first impressions of the operation were when he took Colt's reins. 

tion, mentally going through and com- 
paring the business, function by function, 
to what I thought it should be. 

' Gauging was ; required to 
ring us back up  to where' we were pro- 
ucing properly. We had slipped in  re- 
airing gauging, and had goofed on some 
ew process steps. It just hadn 'tbeen kept 
p to date, that's all it was. 
1 thought the biggest hole in  the com- 

any. was quality control. We had a very 
strong quality control organization on the 

, military side with the ha '5, and in  my  
:, . 

opinion we had a very weak organization 
on the commercial side, so we went to 
work on that immediately. [proceeded to 
secure for them not only their normal 
money for gauges and so forth, but I got 
them over $300,000 for what I call catch- 
up  gauging, to bring us back up  to the 
state of the art. 

AYOOB: Did you increase the manpower 
assigned to quality control? 
WERNER: Yes, dramatically. We really 
had a very peculiar setup when Igot here. 
We had all of our inspection -under the 
production people, which goes cross-grain 
with me: i f  you're going to have quality 
control, you should have inspection along 
with quality control analysis, engineer- 
ing, and so forth all in  a separate opera- 
tion that it not reporting to the produc- 
tion people and not driven by the produc- 
tion schedule, so to speak. 

We then gathered together all the d i f -  
ferent parts .of what 1 would consider 
quality control and put them into a sep- 
arate quality control organization. Since 
then, we have added eight quality en- 
gineering and quality analysis people. 
We put some real professional types in  
there. 

AYOOB: You're talking about how many 
people assigned to quality control. right 

now? 
WERNER: Including inspection, i t  
would be in  the vicinity of a hundredpeo- 
pie. 

When Igot here, I found what I consid- 
ered a rather weak quality control effort 
in  the commercial side, the handgun side. 
However, I did find that throu&out the 
rank and'flle of this place, right down to 
the people working on the floor, there was 

- .  . . . - .  
and is a real, serious desire to produce a 

handgun. We get good feedback 
from our people when they see something 
they don't feel is right. It's not a question 
of slam a gun together, shove it into a 
box, and out the back door it goes. 

This feeling has been maintained and 
encouraged. That was the one bright spot : 
that I saw i n  the whole area: that all our i+ 

people were really serious about keeping ' * 

u p  the quality of Colt, and I'm talking 
about 2,000 plus people. This was a good . . 
place to start to work from because we 
had nothing but cooperation when we a 

made our changes and straightened out . i' 
quality control. 

AYOOB: Do you have any studies to de- 
termine how successful the new quality . ,, 
control program has been? 
WERNER: It comes out pretty clear i n  
our weekly and monthly financial re- i r ,  
ports. We can read it i n  terms of scrap re- ' 
duction, rework reduction, returns reduc- * =, 
tion, warranty costs reductions, this type. . 
of thing. All of these indicators are now 
trending i n  the right direction. 

.? 
AYOOB: Can ou give me the difference * '; 
in terms of de / ective guns getting out to , fr 
the consumers? 
WERNER: It would be hard to say how 
many total guns develop defects, because .. 
they are cycled back through production. 2 
I don't think there were any  more getting 
out of the factory in  1974 than there are 
today. The difference it how they got out 
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of the factory, 
In other words, in  1975 we were re- 

working a gun two or three times in  some 
cases before it went out to the consumer. 
Today, many more of them are right just 
as they first come of f the production line, 
without need/or any rework or recycling 
back through certain parts of the manu- 
facturing system. 

AYOOB: Then you think you've turned 
around the quality control problem? 
What's your current percentage of re- 
turns? 
WERNER: Looking at warranty returns 
and repairs, both in  terms of the number 
of returns and the cost of repairing these 
guns, we're running really low in  both re- 
spects. You have to remember that we're 
shipping out a unit of a ~ r o d u c t  that goes 
for a pretty high price and people not 
only expect, but demand the best in  qual- 

. ity. They become super-critical when they 
receive something like a Python or a Gov- 
ernment Model for which they've laid out 
good hard cash, and i f  they were not hap- 
py, we'd know about it fairly quickly. 

I think a trend has been started now to 
improve even more on the warranty re- 
turns, and the cost of the returns, and 
both are attractively low. I'm talking 
about less than one percent. Lately, re- 
turns have been running about three- 
tenths of one percent. 

AYOOB: Have sales increased since you 
took over? 

WERNER: Sales are limited strictly by 
our capacity. We cannot produce any  
more, therefore we can't sell any more. 
We increased our production slightly in  
'76 over '75, and of course, we're selling 
everything we can produce today. 

AYOOB: Then why did you drop two 
popular lines, the "G" frame series of .22 
single actions, and the famous Woodsman 
line of .22 auto pistols? 
WERNER: Profita bility-wise, one was 
marginal and one was a loser. We needed 
the manpower and the production capa- 
city of those production lines to build 
other models, and to help us improve still. 
further (by better distributing the work- 
load). 

The problem wasn't falling sales. It was 
increased cost, which Colt's Firearms his- 
torically had not done anything about 
correcting, and we were competing with 
some people who have handled their costs 
right. We were selling the Woodsman 
guns at a price that was too low for our 
costs in  producing them; so, the econom- 
ics of this was that we either had to do 
something dramatic about reducing the 
cost of the gun, or discontinue it. We 
chose a temporary discontinuation. 

AYOOB: I know you're sick of hearing 
this, but what's the status on your stain- 
less, double action .45 auto? 
WERNER: We have no plans whatever 
to produce those guns at this point. We're 
sticking strictly with the Model 0 (Gov- 

ernrnent Model, Commanders, and Gold 
Cups) in  single action. 

AYOOB: What about the oft-rumored 
Detective Special in .357? 
WERNER: I f  it's going to be a reality, 
it's not going to be done on the current 
Detective Special frame. We have run 
through that and we have found that 
after a number of firings we developed 
some /laws in  the whole structure. 

AYOOB: We understand Smith & Wes- 
son has the same reservations about 
small-frame .357s. What, then, about the 
rumored new police .revolver to replace 
the Mk. I11 series? 
WERNER: We have no new revolver 
that is p l a n n e v o r  introduction at this 
time. We have a number of development 
programs under w a y - a n d  some of the 
new designs they're looking at are pretty 
far out-but there are no specific plans 
for introduction of any of these right now. 
I f  you go into something like this, you're 
talking about a major investment in  tool- 
ing, and in  our case, maybe even shop 
force. We feel that we have to be extreme- 
ly  careful, and extensively test the design 
and then the market in  great detail. At 
t h k  point, all we're definitely doing is 
looking at several different pictures of 
new approaches to handgun design. 

AYOOB: Gun buffs felt that the Mk. I11 
revolvers, along with the discontinued G 

(Continued on  page 65) 
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The Kubik reloader: left, charged with wadcutters, right, empty. 

By JAMES D. MASON 

A n explosion of revolver speedloading 
devices has come on the market in 

recent years. The latest is the RL Series by 
Kubik Products, 631 Catherine Street, 
Warminster, Pa. (18974) 

This device is unlike any other offered. 
Molded as a single piece of plastic ma- 
terial, the Kubik is a well designed speed- 
loader with several features that will ap- 
peal to wheelgunners. Cartridges are re- 
tained in spring wire stirrups that are 
molded integral with the unit. Cartridge 
rims slip under these stirrups. The stirrups 
are mounted on three platform steps that 
are staggered so as to place the case 
mouths of the two uppermost cartridges 
slightly out in front of the other rounds. 
Each staggered step insets case about 3/32- 
inch. This staggered arrangement makes 
it easy to align the upper two cartridges 
with chamber openings on the cylinder. 
Once the top two rounds are aligned, the 
others follow into the cylinders precisely. 

Precision alignment of the loader to 
cylinder geometry is a plus factor when 
shooting wadcutter target ammunition. 
This feature will make the Kubik of inter- 
est to PPC shooters, and may expand in- 
terest in full-power combat loads using the 
blunt, terminally efficient wadcutter 
bullet. Normally, wadcutters are the most 
difficult type of ammunition to speedload 
effectively, but the Kubik system simpli- 
fies the task. 

The procedure for ejecting rounds from 
speedloaders is a main feature that helps 
to separate and identify the various 
brands. Kubik effects separation by a cam 
bar projection that engages the back edge 
of the cylinder. As the unit is pushed 
home, this cam displaces the loader off of 
the cylinder axis, causing case rims to slip 
out from under the spring wire stirrups. 
The loader is then discarded and cases 
make the final, short fall into chambers by 
gravity. 

Many new revolvers have a sharp or 
burred rim on the back edge<of the cyl- 
inder. This condition will bind the cam- 
ming surface on the Kubik loader, and re- 
duce its operating efficiency. These same 
sharp edges will gouge holster leather and 
can even cut or irritate hands and fingers. 
Ideally, the cylinder should be centered in 
a lathe chuck to machine a slight radius 
on the back edge. Otherwise, a hard stone 
can apply as little as a ,010-inch radius for 
good results. 

The Kubik belt carrier is molded from 
plastic, has rivited-on pressed metal rails 
to mount the loaders securely. A small 
sheet metal plate screwed-on the back of 
the loader forms the slide-on adaptor that 
holds the loader on the carrier rails. A 
snap-off leather cover protects the unit 

Reloading with the Kubik is fast 
and bobble-free. Note how the step- 
ped design allows fast alignment. 

nat&al,and the sliding release is positive. 
The holder case is a bit bulky which will 
limit its use for plainclothes wear, it is one 
of the largest units on the belt of all the 
brands. offered today. 

All speedloaders have their own par- 
ticular techniques for most efficient han- 
dling. I found the Kubik unit to be natural 
and effective in application; it is relatively 
easy to learn to manipulate. Placement of 
the thumb in opposition to the first and 
second fingers (a natural hand position) 
gives a firm, controlled hold on the 
loader. Mating of the cylinder to the 
holder is easy, made even easier if the' 
chamber openings are chamfered. On 
S&W revolvers, the cylinder must be 
swung out to the full 90 degrees and posi- 
tion of the loader bottom edge must be 
parallel to the side of the frame in order to 
avoid contact between the loader and the 
thumbpiece of the cylinder latch. In its 
proper position, the Kubik loader showed 
better than average clearances between 
the grip and the frame. 

Kubik's durability and quality appear to 
be top-rate; the loader holds its rounds se- 
curely when the unit is dropped to the 
floor. Charging the loader is relatively 
slow and requires individual manipulation 
and precise placement of all the rounds. A 
misplaced round will foul up the speed- 
loading process; individual rounds will 
not self-center easily in the Kubik unit, if 
they are positioned improperly in the first 
place. 

Overall, the Kubik RL loader (which is 
available for all S&W, Colt, and Dan Wes- 
son guns), has much to offer the revolver 
shooter. A lot of thought and integrity is 
evident in this design, which should grab 
its share of the 
marketplace. 
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SPECIAL 
EDITIONS fl^~W^Wft - 

from ... fl 

M any readers will recall several years 
ago when Larry Kelly of Mag-Na- 

Port offered a special edition Ruger 
Blackhawk called the Mark V. Today, 
those guns are worth mucho bucks, when 
you can get an owner to part with them. 

Feeling that the handgunners of today 
were ready for more of the same, Larry 
came up with a double shot; two spe- 
cialized guns that are destined to be win- 
ners. 

The Ruger pictured here is called the 
"Tomahawk," and here's a sample of 
what you get for $4.95Ã‘oops that's 
$495.00. 

A Super Blackhawk with 45/8" barrel 
that is Mag-Na-Ported; red insert front 
sight and Omega white outline rear, SS 
Metal Life finish; smooth trigger pull and 
a soft leather carrying case. Only 200 of 
the Tomahawks will be made! 

The little job in the picture is the 
"Backpacker." This is the ultimate snub- 
by. It's a Charter Bulldog .44 with the 
front sight removed and the barrel cut to 
1.875 inches and Mag-Na-Ported. The 
hammer  has been dehorned and  
Pachmayr grips added for positive hold. 
The finish is once again the SS Metal Life, 
and the gun comes in a soft leather case. 

In addition, the action has been tuned to 
perfection. Price, $295, with only 250 
Backpackers being made. 

Sales of these special editions handled 
by Magnum Sales Ltd., 30016 S. River 
Rd., Mt. Clemens, Mich. 48045. (Sales 
thru licensed dealers only) 

For a full report on these two guns see 
the February issue of GUNS 
Magazine. 
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Conducted UTU 
I The International Practid 

I Salisbury, l 

T HE following presents a capsule view of the matches. Space 
does not permit us to publish full details of the course or th4 

entire list of entrants. In following articles, Jeff Cooper and Ray' 
Chapman present their views of the Matches. 

The Matches were held in Salisbury, Rhodesia, August 25th 
through the 3,lst. The courses of fire included: 
1. PRACTICAL MATCH 

A. Jungle Lane. A series of 12 targets set in rocky terrain, we!' 



Dave Westehout of Rhodesia shows 
off the form that made him champ! 

h hooting Confederation- 

:. covered with trees and brush. Each competitor will be re- 
:' quired to place at least two hits on each target, followed by a 
[ hit on the gong which co?cludes the co"rse and stops the 

timer. (25 shots minimum). 
. Assault Course. A flat course with 12 targets where the com- - 

petitors fired at turning targets from a tunnel, barricades, 
and while running. Interspersed in the various obstacles are 
targets with a red cross painted on the face; these are "hos- 



tage" or "innocent bystanders," and 
hits on these targets will cost the 
competitor 10 points., He may also 
lose I 0  points by stopping in full 

. view o r a  target. 
2. URBAN MATCH 

A. Simulated house clearing. Here 
there are 12 targets scattered in a 
1-o~nplex of structures. competitor 
begins sitting on a chair facing the 
complex. One target will be turned 
toward him and the course will be- 
gin. Again, 10 points off for hitting a 
"hostage" target or for a complete 
miss on any target. 

B. Vehicle shoot. Five targets that are " 
shot while competitor is sitting in a 
car with both hands on the wheel. 
Two stages; one frwn driver's side, 
the other from the passenger side. 

3. MOVING MATCH 
A. Fire with movement. This shoot 

consists of two barricades spaced 10 
meters apart. Three targets are set 5 

* to 10 meters in front of the barri- 
cades. The 5hooter can engage the 
targets either from the barricade 
position or while running between 
.barricades. If he shoots from the 
barricade, he must run to the next% 
barricade, where the clock stops 
soon as he reaches it. This is re- 
peated running from opposite barri- 
cade. 

B. Running felon in crowd. This is a 
moving target that will cross the 
range in about 5 seconds. In front of ., 
the moving target are two innocent 
bystanders. This match has two 
stages; one with target running 
parallel to the shooter, the other 
with target running obliquely away 
from the shooter. 

4. TURNING MATCH 
A. Six targets at from. 10 to 15 meters. 

competitor starts.facing away from 
targets. On command, he will turn, 
draw, and place one shot in each tar- 
get. He will then reload and place 
one shot in each target. 

B. Double Tap. Three targets, 8 .to 12 
meters. competitor must place two 
shots in each target in 4.5 seconds. 
He then reloads and repeats the 

. exercise. 
C. Falling plates. There are six 10-inch 

. ~Iatcs  at a distance of 25 meters. ~ ~ 

Contestant must hit six plates in 
nine seconds. 

5. STANDARD EXERCISES - 
Thi* consists of four matches; Quick- 
draw; Walk and Draw, Modified Mexi- . 
can C o u r s ~  and an Adbidextrous 
Shoot. 
Persons interested in ~ar t ic i~at ion in 

the International ~racticai Shooiing Con- 
ference should contact: Jeff Cooper, Gun- 
site, P.O. Box 401, 
Paulden, Arizona 86334. 7 



Jeff Cooper: 
. . .  
. . .. . 
. . An Overview :'. 

,%,*.*,. -; - .: , ' 

if&. , . * '  1, .  ' *  - ., 
,' .*  ,, 

of The Matches 
P W c T I C f i  pistol competition began 

just thirty yem ago. In lW7, the 
competitive course of fwe since desig- 
nated as the Advanced Military Combat, 
Course was devised at Quantico, Viiginia, 
by Howland G. T& (then Captain, later 
Colonel) and I. We had taken a long look 
at conventional target shooting, and a fur- 
ther look at the Practical Pistol Program 
of the F.B.I. We felt that thbre were grave 
deficiencies in both systems, and the 
result was the commencement of what is 
now k n ~ n  world-wide as "practical 
shoothg." 

Yem passed. Having left. the Marine 
C o p ,  I set u the first Leatherslap at Big 6' Bear Lake, alifornia, more as a stunt 
than anything else. But I found there was 
such a vital interest in such things that it 
was necessary for those of us shooting in 
Southern California to start something 
better. The b'k Valley Gunshgers" 
were 'formed, holding matches during 
summer months at Bii Bear. In '63 the 
Southwest Combat Pistol League was 

More y- The competitive 
pressure uncovered astodshing new sys- 
tems and techniques. We found out that , 
what had k e n  taught throughout the 
 yea^^ about pistol marksmanship was sad- 
ly incomplete. We found that men turned 
loose to pursue excellence,, free from re- 
striction, discovered all sorts of thiigs 
which had not before been suspected. 
(You may note, if you have a long memo- 
ry, that prior to about 1W no cinema 
marksman ever used a pistol with two 
hands. Now it is rare to see a man use one 
hand. Thii is the direct result of what was 
uncovered during thii period in Southern 
Caliiomk) 

By the end of the nineteen sixties, it was 
apparent that we had somethiig new and 
very attractive. All over the free world 

By 1973 it was evident thatthe time had 
come for a world-wide organization of 
sportamen seeking further excellence in 
competition with sidearms One thing led 
to another, and in 1975 the Swiss combat 
shooters conducted the fm international 
championship at Glattfelden This was a 
notable beginning, and while it was not 
perhaps truly representative of the world- 
wide movement, there was, enough repre- 
sentatjon at Glattfelden to make it a true 

championship. The toumame~t, 
inci wOrf entally, was won by Ray Chapmm of 
California, one of the original Grand 
Masters of the pistol. 

In 1976 two signScant thin& dccumed. 
The first was the C 0 1 u ~ i a  Conference, 
held at Columbia, Missouri, at the instiga- 
tion of Dick Thomas and Franklin Brown. 
Thii was both an advanced school, which 
I conducted, and a meeting of enthusiasts 
throughout both the United States and the 
world, attempting to devise some sort of 

~ ~ r t a m e n  began to &mover that there 
were more exciting and relevant ways to 
pursue sport with their firearms than they 
had known before. 

fciundd tu m o d i t e  the activities of the 
many new c lub  which had begun shoot- 
ing what we called %ombat" at that time: 
m e n  it c m e  time to incorporate, wq dk- 
eoveredht  the,Secr&uy of State of the 

of California objected to the word 
"tombat," so we incorporated as the 
Suthwest Pistol Leaguk We held one 
match a month throughout the year en 
cept for *mber, wh& we had our am 
ma1 banqaet. . -.- - ... 

-'* . - ' *  
Left, in color: Jeff Cooper prac 
tices what he preaches on the "An- 
gle Lane", just one of the events 

~hodesian Rime Minister Ian Smitn 
gets into the spirit of the matches 
by taking a few shots with a 9MM 
&owning Hi-Power custom conversioi 



tional organization. With no 
authority but our 6wn enthusiasm we set 
up the International Practical Shooting 
Confederation, with representation in 
fourteen nations. If one asks why we did 
not seek to do this through established 
sporting channels under the auspices of 
the I.S.U., the answer would be that such 
channels have never countenanced the 
use of the pistol in what we call a "practi- 
cal" fashion and would not be receptive to 
this sort of thing. 

The other major event in 1976 was the 
Austrian World Championships in Bern- 
dorf, near Salzburg. This was the second 
international contest, and while there was 
not time to hold it under the rules and 
principles of the newly formed I.P.S.C., it 
was a very satisfjing event for all con- 
cerned. It was won by Jan Foss of Norway. , 
Chapman, who had won the previous 
match, was second in this event: (At this 
time teams began to appear, and while 
formal organization was spotty, the offi- 
cially constituted Rhodesian team won the 
team 'prize.) 

At the Columbia Conference it was, de- 
cided to hold a world title immediately, 
that is to say in the year following 1976 for 
which the Austrian contest had already 
been scheduled. It is clearly a very expen- 

s~ve LU travel aruu~id the 
world every year and there was some talk 
of delaying the contest for several years to 
get started. But because we thought we 
should get the program up into wide view, 
we decided to hold a world title in 1977, 
not to be followed until 1980. At Colum- 
bia the Rhodesians bid for the site. They 
offered marvelous weather, lavish hospi- 
tality, a brand new range designed specifi- 
cally for practical shooting, and full ad- 
herance t~ the principles of practical 
shooting as agreed upon. This bid was 
unanimously accepted. 

Some felt that the political situation was 
unsatisfactory and that people could not 
travel to Rhodesia. This objection was un- 
sound. There may be difficulties ad- 
vanced toward persons of various nations 
in going to various places, but the Rho- 
desians are free hosts and welcome any- 
one. Getting out of one's own country may 
be difficult for a Russian but getting into 
Rhodesia is not a problem. 

Others held that it was unwise to con- 
duct a major sporting event in a locale 
plagued by turbulence and unrest. Such 
people were unmformed, since those of us 
who had been to the country realized that 
the civic scene in Rhodesia is perfectly 
tranquil. There is trouble in the coun tv  

side, LUL UIK is safer in downtown Salis- 
bury after dark than he is in New York, 
h n d o n  or Berlin. 

There are of course monetaw problems 
as the transfer of funds acrois -ii always 
somewhat fraught. However those of us 
who wished to make the operation suc- 
ceed were able to do so despite petty har- 
rwments. 

What we sought was adherence to the 
original Olvm~ic  tradition. in which 

0 , n 

sportsmen from hostile nations could 
cross borders in pursuit .of excellence 
without hindrance of a political nature. 
Our infant confederation thus far surpass- 
es the Olympic committee, which is un- 
able to divorce its current proceedings 
from politics. It is obvious that practical.,? v*-- 

shooting is only practiced in free nations. 1 .,: .' -3 
have been asked what my policy would be 
if communists sought to enter. The an- 
swer is that they certainly could. While the 
Canadians would not allow Taiwan to ap- 
pear in their Olympic games, we will per- 
mit Albanians, Chinese or Russians to 
compete in our matches if they so desire. 
(We do not think that they will, since indi- 
vidual excellence is not highly thought of 
in communist nations except as it leads to 
their psywar endeavors, and thus far psy- 
war has not picked up practical shooting 

Members of the U.S. Team discuss strategy. Author Ray Chapman is at left. 
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as 'SL means to an end.) .- ;*, -;.; ,; After the first day the individual title be- 
So we all went to Salisbury in August of came less and less in doubt as David Wes- 

1977. We were not sorry. To the contrary terhout shot brilliantly, with very few er- 
f.' we were marvelously impressed. The Rho- rors. and Ray Chapman, his most serious 

desians had spared no effort to produce corn-petitor, was plz&uedby a series of out- 
an outstanding event. Unlike previous rageous mishaps. I don't believe that Ray 
world matches, this one was big. It did not could have caught David even if he had 
consist of one match but of five. Shooters not been unlucky, but that we will never, 
did not expend 35 or 50 rounds, they ex- . know. In the team event, the United States 

and Rhodesia hung neck and neck until 
the last day, which the US. entered with a 
very tiny advantage. I hope I hurt no one's 
feelings when I say that it seems to me that 
the match was not so much won by.the 

pended nearly 250 in the course of their 
endeavors. Organization was flawless. 
Scoring and range-keeping were excel- 
lent. The weather was perfect and entire 
event was conducted with scarcely a hitch. 

The chief organizer of the event was 
David Westerhout, an optometrist of Eng- 
lish extraction. David had been present at 
the 1975 Swiss championships as well as 
the Austrian match in '76. Healso was 
one of the founding fathers of the confed- 
eration at Columbia in '76. He was as- 
sisted in his endeavors by Alee Du Plessis, 
who was principally responsible for the 
design of the course; by Peter Maunder, 
Tony Weeks, Mike Large and Joe Hale. 

The Rhodesian government, plagued a i  
it is by invasion from outside, was con- 
spicuously helpful in doing all possible to 
insure a smooth and efficient contest. The 
Minister of Justice opened the occasion, 
and the Prime Minister appeared in the 
midst of his busy schedule to greet the 
contestants and to fire a few shots himself. 

Rhodesians as it was lost by the h e r i -  
cans, since on the final day, on the easiest 
contest, the U.S. competitors were unable 
to hold their nerve as' well as their op- 
ponents. 

It is hard to believe the degree of ten- 
sion which mounts up over a match of this 
magnitude. The last day's exercise on the 
falling plates was essentia ly a simple one, 
and yet people of dist' lb guished ability. 
came time and again to defeat on this fair- 
ly easy operation. For example, Dave 
Westerhout had never missed one of the 
steel plates since they had been designed. 
On record day he missed three. Only one 
man, Joachim Krenkler of Germany, was 
able to down all twelve plates in the re- 
quired time. In the future, we will see 
more of this sort of thing and more people 
will be invited to test their nerve control 
under pressure of this sort. I feel sure that 
the resulk will be most illuminating. 

But it is never the matter of who wins 

U S .  shooter, Raul Walters, who 
finished in  3rd place, runs ful l  
speed through "house cleaning 

- -  

thing is the brotherhood-in-arms which 
contests of this kind can produce. Men 

, 

who met as strangers left as fast friends. 
People who came with doubts left with 
confidence. The occasion was a mile- 
stone,, both in the history of marksman- 
shin and in the modern stow of interna- 

As a former Spitfire pilot, Ian Smith is no 
stranger to gunfire. 

As everyone knows now, the contest was 
well and fiercely fought. The three strong- 
est nations in the world of combat shoot- ' and loses in an event of this magnitude. It tional brotherhood. 
ing today are the United States, Rhodesia is more a question of brotherly competi- Nothing in human experience is per- 
and Norway. Since only one Norseman tion and the pursuit of excellence by indi- fect, and it would be a mistake to say that 
was present, the team contest became one viduals. Everyone does his best. Victory is there were no-errors in the conduct of the 
between the US. and Rhodesia. sweet and defeat is bitter, but the essential (Continued on page 60) 

. . 
- .- 

TOP 20 CONTESTANTS 

PRACTICAL URBAN 
PLACE COMPETITOR MATCH MATCH 

1 Dave Westerhout (R) 494.1 32 470.000 
2 Peter Maunder (R) 423.436 377.006 
3 Paul Walters (US) 449.352 381.1 84 
4 Vidar Nakling (N) 452.979 380.070 
5 Thomas Campbell (US) 41 3.259 378.078 
6 Ray Chapman (US) >;- , -& ' 394.147 

. , * . , a  . 356.762 
7 Lionel Smith (R) 423.1 86 379.897 
8 Jerry Usher (US) @Ã 409.250 

* 
385.883 

9 Ron Lerch (US) 428.777 320.835 
10 Leonard Knight (US) 
11 Mike Dalton (US) 
12 Peter Boniface (R) 
13 Kirk Kirkham (US) A 

14 Andy Langley (R) 
15 Nigel Parker (R) 
16 Jim v. Sorgenfrei (SA) 
17 Alex du Plessis (R) 
18 Roger Stockbridge (GB) 
19 John Davis (US) 
20 Tony Ellingford (SA) 431.31 0 308.997 

MOVING 
' MATCH 

192.301 
280.588 
21 1.753 
208.223 
230.000 
225.462 
227.592 
229.588 
187.286 
177.064 
167.31 4 
146.759 
172.271 
199.71 9 
162.706 
159.222 
21 6.41 0 
202.607 
201.463 
177.983 

TURNING 
MATCH 

STD 
EX. 

TOTAL 
SCORE 

i AMERICAN HANDGUNNER MARCH/APRIL 1 978 



1977 World Matches: 

By RAY CHAPMAN 

E QUIPMENT used for practical pistol 
, shooting has evolved along with the 

sport. Many of the top pistolsmiths and 
leather workers have also been compet' 
tors of note. 

Some twenty years ago, when the sport 
was just getting off the ground, no special 
equipment was available for this type of 
shooting, but now, thanks to research and 
development by both manufacturers and 
shooters, you can buy almost any equip- 
ment needed "over the counter." A top 
shooter can get special equipment made 
by any number of excellent rnanufactur- 
ers. 

The better suppliers of equipment are 
constantly upgrading their line to meet 
the demands of competition; On several 
occasions both Frank Pachmayr (Pach- 
mayr Gun Works of Los Angeles, Califor- 
nia) and John Bianchi (Bianchi Leather 
Products at Temecula, California) have 
asked me for advice on new products be- 
ing developed for the practical pistol 
shooter. I'm sure that others ask for ad- 
vice when they need i t  

The Browning self-loading, semi-auto 
action design, used in both the Colt and 
Browning auto pistols, was by far the most 
popular action used at the 1977 World 
Championship Match in Rhodesia. Of the 
top twenty competitors, one used a S.I.G. 
210 (9mm), four used Browning P-35 
(9mm), and fifteen used the Colt (45). 

Double-action autos were conspicuous 
by their absence. The general feeling 
among shooters is that revolvers don't 
hold enough rounds and are very hard to 
reload while moving and under time pres- 
sure, while any d.a. 'auto is not reliable. 

Some pistols had no alterations, some 
minor, and some extensive'. Two real at- 
tention-getters were Pacbmayr Combat 
Specials with six-inch Bar-Sto stainless 
steel barrels, Bo-Mar low profile sights, 
ambidextrous safeties, hard chromed 
frames, and blued slides. The ton score 

This rig, combined with the talent 
of Dave Westerhout, took first 
place; modified Browning and rig 
designed and made by Westerhout. 

top twenty had adjustable sights, either 
stock or fitted. Any competent pistolsmith 
can fit good sights on the slide of an auto. 

Makers of leather goods for the practi- 
cal pistol shooter were well represented at 
the match, including Bianchi, Davis, 
Sparks, Anderson, and Safariland. The 
"gun-hand side7' hip carry was by far the 
most popular position among the shoot- 
ers, but the crossdraw and shoulder carry 
were also used by well known contestants. 
One even used a rig that held the holster 
directly over the sternum. Dave Wester- 
hout used a right hip rig that he made 
himself (except for the stitching). Another 
"home-made" rig that some manufactur- 
er might be interested in working with was 
used by Alex du Plessis. The holster has a 
mechanical restrainer that releases the 
pistol as it is drawn. The fingers of the gun 
hand come in contact with a small lever 
_on the way to the pistol, moving it up and 
out of the way. It has great possibilities. 

Shooting techniques used by most 

shooters today have been developed by 
experimenting, correcting, and improving 
them, since the beginning of practical pis- 
tol shooting as we know i t  Jeff Cooper 
used a shoulder holster when he started 
the game but now uses a much more prac- 
tical (and faster) carry. Jack Weaver was 
the first to use the two-hand hold in a 
match and it is used in one style or anoth- 
er for 90% to 95% of all shooting done 
today. Extremely close and fast, and of 
course weak-hand only, are examples of 
one-hand shooting, but for control and 
maneuverability the two-hand hold 
(Weaver Stance) is used by almost every- 
one that competes in practical pistol 
shooting. 

The extreme variances in distance and 
situations encountered in the Rhodesian 
Match put a contestant's shooting style to 
a stiff test In the last and Team-Champ- 
ionship-decider shoot of the event (Falling 
Plates), the high scores were fired from 
the prone position. When the range was 
25 meters or over, and time permitted, 
most better scores were shot from the 
prone position. It seems that if there is 
time for a position other than standing 
then it is just as quick to assume the prone 
position as any other. The Rhodesians 
used a one-handed shooting style to fire 
the right-to-left stage of the "Fire With 
Movement" course. When asked about 
this Dave Westerhout answered, "We 
found that the light recoil of the 9mm al- 
lowed us to use one hand and it was much 
faster to run the course from right to left 
this way." Dave should know, as he fired 
the fastest time; and therefore the highest 
score, on this course. 

Dave also used an unusual style in the 
"Vehicle Shoot" He sat twisted toward 
the car door as much as possible; at the 
"go" signal he slipped forward to the edge 
of the seat while twisting his body squarely 
to face the window, and extended only his 
hands and forearms out the window. This 
style, and the fact that he did not have to 
reload during the string, was really a win- 
ner. 

Here are profiles of the top 10 shooters 
and their equipment: 

fired by Dave Westerhout with a 
wning P-35 sporting a Bo-Mar Rib on 

e slide. Most of the pistols used by the 
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Americans, Jerry Usher, Raul Walters, Kirk Kirkham and Chapman, firing the 10-meter stage. 

1. David Westerhout. Rhodesian. Age: 
Early-forties. Description: Tall, slender. 
Pistol: Browning Hi-Power. Rig: Selfde- 
signed-made, right hip. Shoots with Marl- 
borough Pistol Club. 

2. Peter Maunder. Rhodesian. Age: 
Mid-thirties. Description: Average height, 
athletic build. Pistol: Browning Hi-Power. 
Rig: Sparks or Anderson, right hip. 
Shoots with Marlborough Pistol Club. 

3. Raul Walters. American. Age: Late- 
thirties. Description: Average height, ath- 
letic build. Pistol: Pachmayr Combat'Spe- 
cia1 45. Rig: Milt Sparks. Shoots with Mid- 
west Combat Pistol League. 

4. Vidar Nakling. Norwegian. Age: 
Late-twenties. Description: Tall, slender. 
Pistol: Customized SIG 210 (9mm). Rig: 
Selfdesigned-made. Shot with Nordisk 
Union for Praktiskt Skytte, but remained 
to settle in Rhodesia after the match. 

, 5. Thomas Campbell.. American. Age: 
Late-twenties. Description: Average 

height-weight. Pistol: Customized Colt 45 
auto. Rig: Self-designed-made. Shoots 
with Northeastern Section of I.P.S.C. 

6. Ray Chapman. American. Age: Late- 
forties. Description: Tall, athletic build. 
Pistol: Pachmayr Combat Special 45. Rig: 
Bianchi "Chapman Highride." Shoots 
with California Pistol Club. 

7. Lionel Smith. Rhodesian. Age: Late- 
thirties. Description: Average height- 
weight Pistol: Browning Hi-Power. Rig: 
Selfdesigned-made. Shoots with Marl- 
borough Pistol Club. 

8. Jerry Usher. American. Age: Early- 
forties. Description: Below average 
height, somewhat stocky build. Pistol: 
Hoag-customized 45 auto. Rig: Gordon 
Davis. Shoots with Desert Sportsmen 
(Practical Pistol Club). 

9. Ron Lerch. American. Age: Early- 
thirties. Description: Average height- 
weight Pistol: Hoag-customized 45 auto. 
Rig: Gordon Davis. Shoots with the Cali- 
fornia Pistol Club, 

10. Leonard Knight. American. Age: 
Mid-forties. Description: Average height, 
slender. Pistol: Pachmayr Combat Special 
45 auto. Rig: Safariland. Shoots with 
South West Pistol League. 

(All of the aforementioned shooting 
clubs are affiliated with the International 
Practical Shooting Confederation.) 

Twelve Americans participated in the 
World Championship Match in Rhodesia. 
Other than the six that finished in the top 
ten, there were: 

Mike Dalton 11th 
Kirk Kirkham 13th 
John Davis 19th 
Dick Thomas 41st 
Dana Drenkowski 77th 
Dan Henson 86th 

All the Americans used the 45 semi- 
auto in the match, and although the 9mm 
had an advantage in this particular contest 
none of the Americans seemed to be in- 
clined to change his shooting 
equipment. 

Above: Alex de Plessts I 
this unique rig for his ~rowning. 
Note' tube sight on rear of slide. 

Right: Ray Chapman, sporting his 
American Handgunner Staff shoulder 

; patch, greets Prime Minister Smith. - -- --. 



Dr. Farnam's Traveling 
and Preventive Medicine Show! A - < 1 

A NEW APPROACH TO POLICE COMBAT TRAINING 
By MASSAD F. AYOOB 

Shoot -Out 

n the ongoing quest for more realistic 
and relevant handgun training for law 

officers, one of the sharpest forward 
strides was made a few years ago by the - ATS company with their introduction of g:Â . Duelatron. This electronic target system, 

$ . which features detailed images of hostiles 
l .k * ' Â  and innocent bystanders all facing the 

shooter at random, has found favor with a 
number of police departments. 

Trouble is, it's some kind of expensive. 
One police training officer, John Farnam 
of the Elroy, Wisconsin police depart- 
ment, hit on an idea I wish I'd thought of: 
he acquired a full ATS system that he 
takes around the country holding semi- 
nars for local police. 

It is perhaps the most sensible ap- 
proach to the ATS system. Since a fully 

equipped Duelatron scores via impact-im- 
pulses recorded behind the firing line by 
digital readout, an officer seldom has a 
chance to find exactly where he hit on the 
target, or to analyze any kind of "group- 
ing". PPC shooting on standard sil- 
houettes is much better for basic- marks- 
manship training. What the Duelatron is 
for is honing skills already acquired. It is 
not the whole answer, but an additional di- 
mension Therefore, the department that 
buys one is still going to have a hard time 
using it for all training and qualification 
shooting. 

Farnam's approach lets' every man on 
the department take a few runs through 
the course at a paltry fee ($200 for one 
day, $300 for two), and to boot they get 
Farnam's excellent instructional skills". 

John videotapes all shooters on his own ; 
Sanyo units as they go over the course, 
and then screens the tape back to them so 
they can see for themselves how they're 
doing in terms of style and form, and how 
they can improve. With videotape becom- 
ing more and more common in law en- 
forcement for evidence gathering as well 
as training purposes, this technique is 
something police weapons instructors 
reading this. article should take a look at, 
on their own. 

I spent a day with John as he took the 
members of the Glendale Heights, Illinois 
PD through his course on the depart- 
ment's handsome indoor range, with the 
cooperation of GHPD firearms instructor 
Eric Wendt Glendale Heishts was an ex- " 
cellent testing ground because it gave us a 
broad spectrom of fine-to-mediocre shots, 
and a number of different guns; officers 
there can carry the .38, .357,9mm., or .45 
of their choice, and there's a little of-ev- 
erything to be seen on the Sam Browne 
belts there. 



Farnam watches closely as officer blasts a close target. 

er longer than 5 seconds; the time aver- 
ages 3 or 4. He can get down to less than a 
second target exposure, but never goes be- 
low two because, for a regular cop work- 
ing a regular gun out of regular leather, 
it's virtually impossible to spot the target., 
make the judgment to shoot, and place . 
two bullets accurately in that short a time. 

It could be done if the coo iust shot hell 
for leather at everything t k t  turned 
toward him, but this would violate the 
whole ATS concept, which is teaching 
judgment. Some targets are hostiles, some 
are brother officers or innocents who are 
holding badges, cigarette packs, or rolled- 
up magazines in such a way that they 
could be mistaken for armed antagonists. . 
Teaching the officer to make that definite 
identification before he shoots is the mi- 
son d'etre of a system like this, and it 
works. Almost everybody who goes 
through the course more than a couple of 
times winds up nailing at least one "inno- 
cent bystander," and that's a very sobering 
experience to take away from the range. 
1t's something that can one. day 
tragedy on a dimly lit street. 

John will set up ten or so targets, each trick on a man who's watching the target, I happen to think the ATS target for- 
with a double face; one side may be a the tendency is usually to duck out of the mat, fine though it is, could be improved a 
mean looking fox with a .38, while the 0th- way, or bring the gun up if it's a .45 and 
er might be a detective flashing a shield use the round in the chamber." 
that could easily be mistaken for a gun. One trend he has observed is toward the 
This gives John a good choice of figures to Model 59 S&W 9 mm automatic, espe- 
flash at the trainee, and he has broadened cially among suburban agencies in the .. 
that selection still more by taking the bas- midwest "Autos do give slightly better 
ic ten ATS figures and modifying them scores over this type of course," he ad- , 

himself. The bearded guy with the maga- mits, "but the guys with the double action 
zine now holds a .45; the charging jdnkie autos have problems. The majority will 

' 

with the knife (who wouldn't be shot ex- "put their first double action shot high 
cept at point blank range), gets a .38 in- right, off the target, though the second, 
stead and becomes a target of opportunity single-action shot will be right in there. 
no matter where he shows. John is trying This is one reason I stress firing in two- 
to sell the ATS people on his concept of shot bursts on each target." 
interchangable inserts to be "held" by all Each officer goes up on the line with 18 
targets, to keep the trainees guessing. rounds in his gun and on his belt. He'll re- 

Another addition Famam has made to load on his own command: Famam 
the excellent but not quite perfect ATS knows that there's no range officer on the 
system is to replace the cardboard back- street to count your shots for you, and . 
ing on some of the targets with heavier once a guy's gun goes "click" when he's 
chipboard; occasionally, a .38 wadcutter looking down the muzzle of that mon- 
will zip on through without registering the strous shotgun in the ATS targets, he's 
impact on the equipment, but the more learned a graphic lesson about counting 

. 

resistant chipboard eliminates this prob his shots and the dangers of bolstering a 
lem. depleted gun. 

As he flips the targets at random, and Reloading is another problem a lot'of 
the.officers grab at their guns with what the officers have, even with the autos: 
appears to be agonizing slowness, I ask while some can do it smoothly enough on 
Farnam what the most common mistakes a regular range, they get awfully shaky and 
are. "Watching their guns when they put fumblesome when they know a "killer tar- 
them into the holsters, or reload them," get" may turn on them at aqy second and 
John answers immediately. "A lot.of them catch them with their cylinder hanging 
don't realize they're doing it uhwthey see ovU. More than one officer with an S&W 
the tape. But taking your eyes off the dan- or browning auto has removed the maga- 
;ger in front of you is a good way to get pine disconnectorsafety after running Far- 
skilled. Occasionally, when I see a man m ' s  course, having gained a new under- 
'looking down at his gun & he loads, I'll standing of the value of being able to get a 
'flip that hean-looking target with the dou- fast shot off if he's-jumped while reload- 
be-barrel shotgun. I've had guys spill ing. As a d e ,  though, John won't pull that 

ammo on their shoes they were so nasty pick unless he's trying to deliver an ense concentration 
ed, and one guy's magazine went fly- object lesson to somebody. Farnam demonstrates 2-hand hold or 

across the range. But if I pull the same He never leaves'a target facing, a shoot- auto pistol for speed and accuracy. 



little, and like I said, so does John '  ATS 
advertises the Duelatron targets as being 
far superior to regular silhouettes because 
they're more humanoid. I agree with that 
as far as it goes, but the figures -as sold cur- 
rently by'ATS are still cartoon images. I'd 
rather see them selling life-size pictures of 
real people, to make the' transition to ac- 
tual field-condition duplication as com- 
plete as possible this side of animated 
targets. 

Another question has cropped up with 
one of the ATS targets, the guy with the 
shotgun. The twin muzzles, pointing 
toward the officer, are exaggerated to can- 
taloupe size, and this has a definite psy- 

chological effect on the shooter: more of 
them miss this target than any other, and 
it's the only one the officers will ever pep- 
per with more than two shots. So what's 
the problem? The suspect pictured on the 
shotgun target is black. 

There have been complaints from some 
black patrolmen's unions, and I got an an- 
gry phone call from a non-police friend of 
mine who works with community action 
groups in Harlem: "Hey," he said, "I hear 
you cops got special targets with Afros 
now! And you tell me white cops ain't 
genocidal?" Most police have put down 
this argument as foolishness. Now, I real- 
ize that ATS makes no deliberate racial 

slur with this target (the other armed 1 
criminals depicted are white, and one of 1 
the innocent bystanders is black), but 1 
think how you'd feel if you were a young 
black officer, and the target that your 
brother cops went wild shooting at was the 
one that looked most like you. I think it 

i 
\ 

would leave a bad taste in your mouth 
about the whole program. Yet the black 
officer needs this kind of training as much 
as his white counterpart, and to alienate 
him from it is senseless. I'd like to see 
ATS change this particular target I reit- 
erate, there was nothing intentional on 
ATS' part about making this particular 
target this way. 

The ATS system (which Famam, not 
surprisingly, sells as a sideline), is an ex- 
cellent adjunct to any police training pro- 
gram that can afford i t  It can operate off 
a car's electrical power outdoors, or just 
plug it in on your indoor range. It gives a 
sense of excitement, urgency, and realism 
that 99.9% of American cops won't get 
until they meet deadly danger on the 
street for the first time, and the lessons it 
teaches the lawman are memorable and 
valuable. 

I had shot this type of course before, 
and a number involving moving images of 
actual people, but I still found myself re- 
acting to the pressure. On the videotape, I 
saw myself crouching deeper than I would 
have normally in practice, and I once 
caught myself ducking for cover behind a 
paper granny lady when a 25-yard target 
presented itself with something in its hand 
I couldn't quite identify. I wasn't going to 
shoot if I wasn't sure, yet instinct told me 
to get the hell out of its way just in case, 
even though all I was "threatened" by was 
a life-size cartoon man. The ATS concept 
works, psychologically. 

Famam is running these courses full 
time now, police response to his program 
has been overwhelming. I've seen him in 
action, and he's an excellent instructor 
whose advice can be beneficial to both the 
patrolmen and the training staff of any 
agency he visits. John also works with 
private security guards. 

He doesn't hustle ATS equipment He's 
got $10,000 of his own invested in the sys- 
tem he uses to teach with, and he'll sell 
one to you if you want it,but it won't be a 
hard sell. Many a department ends up 
placing an order, though: two days work- 
ing with the system sells it by itself, and of 
the many officers I've talked to who've 
been through Famam's course, none has 
anything but enthusiastic praise for i t  

It Is not basically a qualification system, 
but rather a learning experience for the 

Here Farnam demonstrates speed draw 
with left hand ready to grasp gun. 
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officers. Farnam doesn't emphasize 
scores; rather, he wants his students to 
concentrate on what they learn when they 
shoot a course that can duplicate many 
realities of street gunfighting that can sel- 
dom if ever be simulated in conventional 
police training. He says only an occasional 
officer cleans the course 100%, and then 
only at the 4 and 5 second exposures. 
That, in itself, is a learning experience. 

Every shooter runs the course at least 
six times, and most of them are ready and 
willing to stay on after work to shoot it 
some more. It's fun, but most of all, it's an 
instructive challenge that appeals to any 
cop's sense of professionalism. If time 
permits, Farnam will run them through it 
one or two more times each, with shot- 
guns- 

The ATS system has a lot to offer when 
you lookat contemporary police firearms 
training, and with Farnam, running the 
course, it becomes an even'iaore attrac- 

Officers get individual attention from Farnam during entire course. .... 2 5" "Â¥ 

& Might: Standard ATS "woman with gun" 
d. to knife. Left: Controversial 

er target. 

- m 

tive proposition. It duplicates physical and 
emotional stre& by creating a sense of 
urgency, it requires a definite judgment 
factor, and, depending on how good the 
individual cop is, it is either a great confi- 
dence builder or the final proof thathe 
better start applying himself to learning 
the tools of the trade. 

Farnam can go anywhefe, but his 
schedule is pretty much booked in ad- 
vance. You can contact him at Rt. 2, Box 

2 0 7 4  Elroy, Wisc. 53939. 
If you're involved in police weapons 

training, I heartily recommend that you 
get in touch with John If you aren't, pass 
this article on to a cop friend. The price is 
dirt cheap, and the lessons to be learned 
are invaluable for men who have to put 
their lives on the line under circumstances 
where the only thing that will bring them 
home again will be their train- 
ing and preparedness. 





Accuracy is Enhanced Measurably with these 
Precision Fitted Stainless Barrels 

By JAMES D. MASON 

F OR all of its virtues and world fame, 
John Browning's last handgun brain- 

child has 'never had a reputation as an 
accurate shooting pistol. Every Browning 
Hi-Power (P-35) that I have fired left 
much to be desired in the grouping de- 
partment. 

The. gun was originally designed as a 
military autopistol and no stringent re- 
quirements were ever set for accuracy. 
Reliable functioning and produceability 
have always been more important for an 
issued sidearm. Hi-Power accuracy has 
been adequate for military and police use, 
however. 

In recent years, many combat shooters 
have become interested in this FN pistol. 
Its big magazine capacity and basic reli- 
ability gives it considerable appeal. Sev- 
eral pistolsmiths are offering full-blown 
accuracy and combat conditioning jobs 
for a price. It is-not unusual for such a 
conversion to cost over $400. 

Interest in the Hi-Power has grown in 
recent years to a point where Bar-Sto Pre- 

cision (633 South Victory Boulevard, Bur- 
bank, CA. 91502) recently offered a stain- 
less steel barrel for improving accuracy 
performance on the gun. This unit sells 
for $75 and gives dramatic improvement 
in group size. Performance matches that 
of combat conditioned Colt Mark IV auto 
pistols in the 9mm chambering. Cost of 
the barrel is much less than what a hard- 
fitting job will cost to produce the same 
results. The Bar-Sto barrel makes an ideal 
basic unit for planning a full, match con- 
version of the Hi-Power pistol. 

The Browning recoil system uses 
breech end barrel elevation so lug-rings 
can engage locking recesses that are inte- 
gral with the slide. This constant disen- 
gagementlengagement causes shot-to-shot 
shifting o f  barrel position relative to the 
slide. Since the sights are located on the 
slide, considerable group dispersion re- 
sults from random barrel displacement 
While this Browning system has many ad- 
vantages in ruggedness and simplicity, the 
barrel alignment problem produces inher- 

With accuracy potential increased . 
by installing the Bar-Sto barrels, 
cwtrol is enhanced with Pachmayr 
Signature grips on the Hi-Po wer. 
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Close fit at breech and muzzle 
ends of slide result in a tune- 
up that rivals a full accuracy job. 

ent inaccuracy. 
Production barrels are held to 

fairly loose tolerances for reasons of cost 
and production expediency, and to assure 
reliable operation. Irv Stone, owner of 
Bar-Sto Precision, is a very savvy pistol 
shooter and master machinist. His years 
of jig bore and prototype experience in 
the aerospace industry led him to devise a- 
system for producing barrels that fit snug 
in the slide and shoot straight with a mini- . 

mum effect on reliability. 
To do this, production drawings were 

studied to determine nominal field dimen- 
sions for Browning guns. The "secret" is 
to determine these reliable dimensions, 
then hold to these measurements very 
closely in the manufacture of Bar-Sto 
stainless steel barrels. This kind of an op- 
eiation is possible in a precision machine 
shop. Cost and production effort would be 
prohibitive if this kind of process were 
used in a mass production operation. 

Bar-Sto's Browning Hi-Power barrels 
fall into four major empirical fitting pat- 
terns. Stone has discovered most of these 
variations over the past two years. It 



In most cases, Bar-Sto barrel 
wi l l  rep lace original  with no 
prob lem;  a f e w  r e q u i r e  tha t  
gun be sent to Bar-Sto for a 
special hand fitting operation. 

seems thdt Browning production is 
batched, with tooling designed to adjust 
for fitting variations in each batch. Barrels 
evidently are hand fitted within the partic- 
ular batch; rather than held to close over- 
all tolerances per design specifications for 
alleguns. This technique is typical of older 
pre-WW I1 arms production methods. 

Over the years, Hi-Power guns have 
been produced under several contracts 
and by foreign licensees (in Canada). Try- 
ing to make barrels that will fit the field 
dimensions of such a polyglot of produc- 
tion variables is a demanding task. This is 
especially true when the object is to mini- 
mize tolerances in order to effect reliable, 
but accurate repetitive operation within 
such open field dimensions. 

When the occasional gun turns up that 
will not accept one of his barrels, IN 
Stone requests that the owner send the 
gun in for fitting. In these very few cases, 
checks of slide-to-frame and locking cam 
tolerances quickly identify the problem. 
In other cases, where a hard fit is desired, 
"fat" barrel dimensions allow file fitting to 
achieve match performance. 

Bar-Sto barrels are machined from 
solid #417 stainless steel stock and heat- 
treated to Rockwell C 38. Runouts on criti- 
cal dimensions are maintained within 
.0002-inch. Bores are button broached to 
a specially selected specification designed 
to handle 9mm bullets. Bores are relative- 
ly open (.356-inch nominal groove diame- 
ter) with 16-twist rifling that features nar- 
row lands and wide groove areas.. 
. Current Browning production makes 

the factory barrel as a fabrication; the 
tube is machined separately from the 
breech/locking cam unit, then the two 
pieces are brazed- together. This new 
method is not inferior in any practical 
sense, but it mildly irritate many Brown- 
ing owners. Bar-Sto makes their barrel out 

Machined from solid stainless steel 
bar stock, Bar-Sto barrel shows its 
fine finish. Close tolerances are 
held to assure improved accuracy. 

of one piece of solid 417 stainless stock. 
The precision and finish of all machining 
cuts will be appreciated by connoisseurs 
of fine workmanship. Traditional stock re- 
moval processes are expensive, and the 
complexity of the Browningbarrel cam 
section and integral feed ramp make the 
Bar-Sto unit a more expensive piece to 
produce in this traditional way. 

Muzzle outside diameter on the re- 
placement barrels is maintained to gen- 
erous dimensions, enough to eliminate 
the need for a special bushing. This has al- 
ways been a problem area in Hi-Power 
accuracy and requires an expensive ma- 
chined and threaded fitting on accurized 
guns. The Bar-Sto saves considerable 
money in this regard over regular custom 
accuracy jobs. In terms of applied cost 
compared to other solutions (cost-ef- 
fectiveness), the Bar-Sto barrel is a very 
good buy at $75. 

Machine rest testing by Bar-Sto has 
shown that 16-twist is the most accurate 
with a wide variety of bullets; pressures 
are more uniform with the open groove 
diameter. Bullets tend not to strip in the 
narrow lands. Recovered lead bullets 

#how very uniform engraving without 
signs of stripping. These bore specifica- 
tions contrast remarkably with industry 
standards, where bores are nominally a 

.354-inch. The 16-twist rifling is used by 
Colt but most other makers specified ten- 
inch twist for 9mm. 

Some theoretical speculation is of inter- 
est here. It would seem to some observers 
that the open,356 bore of Bar-Sto barrels 
would shoot erratically. To the contrary, 
engineering lab testing has shown higher 
bullet velocities at lower pressure with this 
arrangement This is not without prece- 
dent German ordinance through the 
years has always recommended that bores 
be loose as an answer to many military 
field problems relating to velocity and 
pressure. 

Bar-Sto also claims less bullet deforma- 
tion and better accuracy with their rela- 
tively loose bore fit Narrow lands result in 
less jacket engraving. Bullet bases upset, 
but do not completely fill all the groove; 
instead, the bullet glides through the bar- 
rel on a thin film of hot propellent gases 
that "lubricate" the profectile while cen- 
tering it in the bore. Pistol propellant 
temperatures and total energy are not so 
high9 to noticeably shorten barrel life as 
is the expected result with loose bore 
dimensions in high-powered rifles. 

Whether all this second guessing is fact 
or fancy, the Bar-Sto Browning barrels 
perform well. Ransom Master machine 
rest groups measured 2-2'12 inches at fifty 
yards with good quality reloads from the 
test pistol after some adjustments for slide 
fit Many recoil operated pistols will shoot 
very well in the hand, only to scatter hits 

(Continued on page 68) 



And now, group, on to the really good 
news. What we are talking about here is a 
level of ballistic performance that has 
hitherto been available to the handgunner 
only in a weapon like the .357 AMP 
(Auto-Mag), a super-expensive, hard-to- 
find piece. The Bobcat conversion can be 
done on any &-framed .357 Magnum, by 
which we mean the fullsize Ruger Black- 
hawk or the Smith & Wesson " N  frame 
Model 27 or 28, for 35 bucks. 

Since the barrel is the same, all you 
need to do is send Bob your cylinder. For 
either gun, it will run a paltry $35.40 to 
have the rechambering done (because of 
accelerating demand, Don Hartzel, a re- 
tired Navy armorer in Concord, Califor- 
nia, has been signed on to do the actual re- 
chambering. He did mine, and the work- 
manship was flawless.) 

The ideal gun, Bob feels, is the Ruger 
Blackhawk Convertible .357/9mm. "If 
the shooter sends me his 9 mm. Para- 
bellupi cylinder," says Bob, "I can convert 
it for $49.95, and he still has his other fac- 
tory-fitted cylinder to shoot .357 or .38 
wadcutters. If he buys a box of ammo for 
$9.50 (25 rounds), he'll have a total in- 
vestment of less than $60.00, and will now 
possess the most powerful .38 caliber 
handgun in the world!" 

A few zealous AutoMag buffs may dis- 
pute that last statement, though it's hard 
to argue one of Bob's points, which is that 
his neckeddown .44 case has 8% more 
powder capacity than the .357 AMP'S 
shortened .308. But even the most hot 
and heavy AutoMag fan will find it hard to 
argue with Booth's price list: in addition to 
the above dirt-cheap conversions, he'll 
send you a factory new Ruger Blackhawk 
cylinder in .357/44 for $69.50, and (de- 
pendent on availability) will do the same 
with a Smith & Wesson Model 28 cylinder 
for $97.95. 

Although that deal makes sense, I think 
a lot of the kind of people who read this 
magazine will go for the cheaper altema- 
tive, especially if they've got a .357 lying 
around that has given way to a more de- 
luxe addition to the battery. Another alter- 
native is simply to go out and buy a sec- 
ond hand Ruger that's what I did, for 
$90, and the finished package for 
$140.00 does all I could ask in the field 
from a $600.357 AMP. 

Bob will sell you Bobcat ammo with vir- 
gin brass for $9.50 per 25, $16.95 per 50, 
or reloads for $5.95 and $10.70 for those 
respective quantities. The sleeves are 
$2.95 for 50 and you'll need 'em. Bob 
makes a point of recommending that you 
change sleeves with each reload, though 
he says some of his customers like to brag 
about getting five or six firings per plastic 
collar. I dunno what they're using for 

(Continued on page 54) 
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EDITOR'S NOTE 
This article is merely a preview look at the new Sterling DA .45 pistol. By the 
time you read this, the gun should be in production, and your dealer should 
have word from Sterling on availability. A full report on a production sample 
will appear in a future issue of The American Handgunner.-J.R. 

By TERRY HUDSON 

T HE double action .45 Auto is coming 
of age. For several years the L. W. 

Seecamp Co. of New Haven, Connecticut 
has provided a custom DA conversion of 
the Colt Combat Commander and Gov- 
ernment Model. Within the past year 
Heckler and Koch began importing their 
DA P9S in .45 ACP in both target and 
combat versions. Even more recently, 
Browning started importing its DA BDA 
.45 ACP. 

Now, Sterling Arms Corporation of 
Gasport, New York-well known to the 
gun world for its .22, .25 and .380 pocket 

autos-is moving into production of its 
Model 450, which will be the only Ameri- 
can-made DA .45 Auto. 

In the fall of 1976 I learned that Ster- 
ling Arms had a prototype of a DA .45 
Auto. Although literally a neighbor, it was 
not until June 1977 that I was able to 
make the three hour drive to Gasport and 
spend the day. There I met with John 
Leak, Vice President, Gene Sauls, Presi- 
dent, and Dick Wright, Engineer, toured 
the plant and inspected and test fired the 
prototype. 

John Leak and Gene Sauls form a 
unique team, bringing great energy and 
devotion to handgun production. Sauls' 
background is manufacturing. In the early 

70's he acquired Sterling Arms and now 
runs it concurrently with other manufac- 
turing interests. Leak, formerly of Ithaca 
Gun, has also been in law enforcement 
and contributes extensive firearms exper- 
tise. .-. . . 

Since last fall three prototypes have 
been developed, and it was the third, Exp. 
#3, that I saw. Sterling Arms is satisfied 
enough with this prototype that design 
drawings have been completed with 
minor modifications that will be men- 
tioned below. They were producing 
enough of each of the parts to assemble 
500 completed guns by late summer. This 
limited run will be used for promotion 
and special orders. Production for general 
distributionwasscheduled to beein in 1977. " - 

My major impression at seeing and han- 
dling the Sterling Model 450 was its size 
and strength. The broad backstrap, un- 
cluttered by a grip safety, is a part of the 
receiver and is as hand-filling as the S&W 
Model 59 or the Browning HP. 

As with these two guns, the Model 450 
utilizes a large magazine that, with a 

John Leak cuts loose with a DABA blast while 
range testing the herling Model 450. Note the 

jected case in m i d - a i  above the 450's port. 
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slightly staggered effect, gives the .45 
Auto eight rounds in the magazine and a 
ninth in the chamber. This will allow a 
truly staggered fifteen-round capacity in 
either 9mm or .38 Super, two calibers that 
Leak acknowledges are planned for the 
big Sterling DA after the .45 ACP gets 
underway. 

The weight in the grip area-it will be 
reduced slightly in production guns-is 
balanced by a long, thick frame nose and 
the lower front abutment of the slide. 
These forward sections of the frame and 
slide are mated by a unique set of rails and 
guides. In addition, rails are   laced at the 
upper rear of the receiver and conven- 
tional guides are machined inside the 
slide. The two sets of rails and guides add 
strength to the entire gun and give sup- 
port to the front half of the slide. In bat- 
tery, less than an inch of the slide of the 
Model ,450 is unsupported, whereas the 
entire front half of the Model 1911-A1 is 
unsupported. Nevertheless, according ' to 
Leak, the weight of the Model 450 is only 

36 ounces empty, actually 3 ounces less 
than the Colt 

The lock-up is accomplished as in the 
Browning HP and S&W Model 39 by the 
bottom of the barrel camming against the 
slide stop pin, forcing the barrel rib to 
lock into a groove in the ceiling of the 
slide. Because the barrel cams, the feed 
ramp is in two steps. The single rib and 
groove in the prototype will be replaced 
by two ribs and grooves in production 
g u y '  

Since the barrel is locked by camming 
action, it is positioned low in the frame. 
Recoil is thus along a low center of gravity 
and is absorbed by a hefty frame. The re- 
coil is distributed to the hand by a wide 
grip. The net result is less apparent recoil 
than encountered in most other .45 Autos. 

The lock-up system also results in high 
inherent accuracy. With the Model 1911- 
A1 link-and-pin system, the rear of the 
barrel begins to fall almost as soon as the 
slide moves out of battery. According to 
Wright, the camming surfaces in the 

Model 450 allow the slide to move .280" 
before the barrel is forced downward. 
This longer dwell means the bullet is well 
on its way before the barrel changes posi- 
tion. The front of the barrel is held snugly 
by a fitted bushing that is screwed and 
pinned into the slide and is not removed 
for field stripping. 

The lock-work impressed me with its 
simplicity and ruggedness. The double-ac- 
tion trigger is wide and hooked for lever- 
age. It is linked to a heavy drawbar on the 
right side of the frame that is connected to 
a lug on the hammer foot. Another lug ro- 

> ',, 
tates the single action sear out of the way d 
before the trigger bar cams off the ham- g; ; 
mer allowing it to fall. A small ridge on 
the top of the trigger bar fits into a niche 
in the slide. In recoil, pressure against this 
ridge by the slide forces the drawbar down 
and disconnects it from the hammer. The 
sear engages the hammer at full cock, and 
the trigger springs forward when released 
with the drawbar re-engaging the sear. 

(Continued on page 64) 

Experimental prototype # 2  of the Sterling 450 is a hefty handful. 

prototype L.-'ling 450 is , - field- 
ped above. Note camming surfaces on 
om of barrel and captive recoil spring. 
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loads, but in my max rounds, the collars 
split on about every other shot, though 
this has no effect on accuracy, or extrac- 
tion, or safety, operating pressure is 
35,000 psi, well within SAAMI specs for 
rounds of this type. I have had only one 
split case, which I think was one of the 
red-line loads of Blue Dot in the 110- 
grain, put together by Bob before he 
backed off a couple grains. 

Dies for the .357/44 Bobcat Magnum 
go for $26.00 a set, they're made by 
RCBS, who also did the chronographing 
on the tables that accompany this article. 
Forming dies are $18.30. 

Monster Mag performance at under 
$50. . . incredibly flat trajectory and some 
fine grouping within hunting ranges . . . 
superior penetration and bullet perform- 
ance . . . controllable recoil . . . and 
immediate availability: 

With a combination like that, you wind 
up with a lot of sense for very few dollars. 
I heartily recommend the Bobcat Mag- 
num, and I'll look forward to the new 
projects Bob Booth is working on with 
silent partner Bob Moulten. These include 
a .357/44 Spl. Bobcat round for the 
Charter Arms Bulldog, a .22/357, and a 
.357/45 Long Colt that, Bob promises, 
will be "strictly for the he-men." 

But for now, the .357/44 Bobcat Mag- 
num is news enough, and most welcome 
news at that. At least, for everybody but 
the black bear I may try to snuff 
with mine next fall. 

A good many of today's new autoload- 
ingpistols have sights that are a lot 

less than ideal. Look back at the hundreds 
of thousands of older big-bore autos- 
mostly of military o r ig in~and  you find 
sights that are downright. lousy. 

Rear sights can usually be improved a 
great deal by just truing up the notch to 
precise rectangular form, perhaps widen- 
ing and deepening it a bit. Lots of the old- 
er guns have notches V or V-shaped and 
far too small to work with a proper front 
sight. It's that original front sight that 
causes the trouble. It's usually too narrow, 

too low, as well as tapered or rounded in 
section so that it's nearly impossible to ob- . 
tain a sharp sight p ic tursso,  it needs to 
be replaced. 

The front sight may tfie riveted to the 
slide as on the 191 1 colt/browning, dove- 
tailed as on the Browning Hi-Power, ma- 
chined integral with the slide, or merely 
brazed or silver-soldered in place. Regard- 
less of the method of attachment, removal 
is easy, forget the niceties and simply file 
the blade off (a grinder is a help, but un- 
less you're experienced and careful you'll 
probably gouge the slide) flush. True up 

1 the top oftheslide; often there are dips or 
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humps around the original sight. 
- 

The new sight blade should be at least 
*/lo inch thick, and l/s inch is probably bet- 
ter. Choose a piece of steel thick enough 
and hacksaw it roughly to the shape you'd 
like, making sure there is stock for the 
foot or tenon, and that its at least 50% 
higher than the original. The type of steel 
doesn't really matter, the blade shown 
here was cut from an old scrapped bed 
rail. True up the new blade with files, but 
otherwise leave it alone for now. 

Carefully scribe a linetfenlered laterally 
on top of the slide where (he old sight was 
I . n I 

I STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP 
MANAGEMENT AND 

CIRCULATION 
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and the new one is to go. Lay the sight in 
place and mark off about one-half the 
blade length on the slide. This represents 
the length of the hole in the slide for the 
tenon on the bottom of the sight. 

Next, centerpunch for a row of '/winch 
holes which will overlap very slightly; 
make sure the punch marks form a 
straight line parallel with the sides of the 
slide. 

Drill that row of holes vertically into the 
top of the slide. If you're forced to use a 
hand-held drill, have someone handy to 
help eyeball alignment to insure the holes 
are vertical. Also, start with a new or 
freshly (and properly) sharpened high- 
speed drill bit. 

Now comes the fun part. Use needle 
files to open up that row of holes into a 
slender rectangular slot. Keep it vertical 
and keep the sides parallel in both planes. 
Take particular care that the slot does not 
finish out wider than the new sight blade. 
The slot should finish a bit narrower than 
the sight, but the exact width isn't im- 
portant. 

Now go back to that rough blade and 
file a tenon on its bottom to fit into the 
slot File and fit as many times as neces- 
sary, keeping the tenon sides parallel and 
making certain it enters the slot smoothly 
but snugly. Be particularly careful it 
doesn't run off to one side and cause the 
blade to lean or to point off to one side or 
the other. Since most stress on the blade is 
directly fore and aft as the slide slams 
back and forth, both ends of the tenon 
should fit tight agaist the ends of the slot 

Next, fit the overhanging underside of 
the blade as close as possible against the 
slide. This will be easiest if straight flats 
are filed on the slide. Work carefully until 
the blade can be pressed into place with- 
out visible gaps and in proper alignment. 
When this is all done the tenon should 
reach clear through the slide roof; no 
harm done if it protrudes on the inside. 

Attachment is by low-temperature fu- 
sion-type silver solder. Degrease the entire 
joint area with acetone or similar solvent, 
then apply a thin coat of the solder paste 
over all surfaces. Press the blade into 
place. Clamp or block the slide upright, 
then lay a bar or rod of metal across the 
top of the blade to hold it down and pre- 

vent its shifting when the solder liquifies. 
Mign the sight very carefully. 

Fire up your household propane torch 
(two are better than one for faster heating) 
and apply the blue tip of the inner flame 
to the slide near the sight. The slide is 

CLEANS & DECREASES 
ALL FIREARMS 

ORDER TODAY!! 
8 oz. CAN $2.00 PPD 

16 oz. CAN $3.00 PPD 
CALIF. RES. ADD 6% TAX 

ZIP AEROSOL PRODUCT? 
DEPT. HG-38 

21320 DEERINC COURl 
CANOGA PARK. CA. 91304 

much more massive andheats more slow- 
ly than the blade; when the slide is hot 
enough the blade will be too. 

Watch the joint line and when solder li- 
quifies and flows out, hold the heat on just 
a few seconds longer, then remove it. As 
soon as the solder "freezes" (apparent by 
an obvious change in its appearance) cool 
the slide butt-first in water. 

Examine the joint very carefully, inside 
and out. If there are any gaps or bubbles, 
the job will have to be done over. 

If any of the tenon protrudes inside to 
interfere with barrel or bushing, trim ofi 
with files or hand grinder. Use scrapers, 
files, and/or abrasive cloth to remove ex- 
cess solder along the joint lines, then true 
up the blade s h a p e b u t  leave it way too 
high. 

Assemble the gun and head for the 
range with files and a supply of the load 
you'll be shooting most in the gun. The 
first shots should be low; don't worry yet 
about windage. Alternately file and shoo1 
cutting down the sight's height until bul- 
lets strike dead-on for elevation. 

True up the edges of the blade and 
make any alterations in shape that seems 
appropriate now that its height has been 
finalized. If you want to be real classy, file 
a slight forward taper to the sides. 

Now, not before, is the time to reshape 
the rear sight notch. If the rear unit is 
dovetailed laterally into the slide, just nee- 
dle-file the notch to the width that looks 
best to you, then drift the sight sideward 
to zero for windage. Afterwards, stake the 
sight so it won't shift later and louse you 
up. If the rear sight can't be moved, then 
zeroing will have to be done concurrently 
with widening the notch. If bullets strike 
to the right, widen to the left. If you're rea, 
sonably lucky and centered- the new front 
sight well, the bullets will come in before 
the rear notch is carved too wide to bt 
practical. If it turns out that way, file out i 
wider front sight, or one offset a bit on its 
tenon, get out the torch and 
solder-pot and start over. 
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HISTORY OF 
SMITH & WESSON 

by Roy G. Jinks 

Presented for the first time are facts, 
production information, and data on variations 
and modifications of all post-1945 SMITH & 
WESSON firearms, information necessary to every 
S & W gun collector. Written by SMITH & 
WESSON authority Roy G. Jinks, this all new 
book carefully 'details the evolution of the company 
and step-by-step, describes the development of 
each of their firearms from 1852 through and 
including 1977. Send $15.95 plus $1.00 for 
postage and handling for this renowned standard. 
. * * * * * . m . * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * m * * * * * * * * *  
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Please send ___ copy ( i e s )  of HISTORY OF SMITH 81 
WESSON. Enclosed is $1 5.95 for each book plus $1 .OO 
for postage and handling per copy. 
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"RELAX SAM. YOU ARE ONLY DOWN 4 POINTS." 

The most lightweight ankle The most conc&lable belt 
holster. Comfortable to wear. holster we've seen. Unusually 
Stays put, won't shift. Gun is compact. Recessed snap se- 
secured but releases with flick cures gun, won't scratch it. 
of a thumb break. Smooth cow- Wet molded to exactly fit wea- 
hide. Fits most weapons with pon. Rich oiled russet finish. 
2" bbls . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $12.25 No. Z . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1 6.25 

1̂  Available through dealers or direct from manufacturer. 
1̂  Send check or money order for full amount due with order. 
Â¥ When ordering holsters please state exact barrel length of gun, 

gun manufacturer and model number. 
1̂  Add $2.00 per holster for handling and shipping. 
1̂  Brauer Bros. mini-catalog & price-list 65C. 
1̂  Missouri residents add 5% sales tax. 

817 North 17th Street* St. Louis. Missouri 63106 

LUBRICATES & FKUIECTS 
ALL FIREARMS 

ORDER TODAY!! 
8 oz. CAN $2.00 PPD 

16 oz. CAN $3.00 PPD 
CALIF. RES. ADD 6% TAX 

ZIP AEROSOL PRODUCTS 
DEPT. HG-38 

21320 DEERING COURT 
CANOGA PARK, CA. 91304 

NU-LINE GUNS 
"UNDER RIB" 
PPC GUNS BUILT 1' BULL BARRELS 
HANDGUN BARRELS REBORED 
HANDGUNCYLINDERSRECHAMBERED 
CUSTOM TOP RIBS MADE 
CUSTOM UNDER RIBS MADE 
JAY SCOTT GRIPS SEND LARGE "S.A.S.E." 
COLT PARTS $10.00 MIN. ORDER FOR BROCHURE 
ShW SIGHTS INSTALLED 

6" Python Barrels $45.00 prepaid. 
ID-LIME BUNS 

3727 JENNINGS ROAD 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 63121 

1-314-383-3907 

The best, the safest way to carry 
extra ammo free of dust, dirt and moisture 
with no rattles. Guaranteed 3 years. 

7" 

i I MTM MOLDED PRODUCTS CO. 
5 6 8 0  Webster Street 'Dayton, Ohio 45414 

New. Handsome hard 
cover volume. 436 pages. 
500 illustrations documen 
Luger proof marks. $ 
$2.00 handlinghhipping. 

Uorlh of lugtrs Proof marks 
5838 Mayfield Rd., Mayfield Hts., OHIO44124 



By EVAN MARSHALL 

THE 9MM PARABELLUM 

T he 9MM was introduced in Germany 
shortly after the turn of the Century. 

While a certain limited number of weap- 
ons in this caliber were either imported or 
brought home by returning GIs, the cali- 
ber was not, at first, an overwhelming suc- 
cess in this country. The lack of a domesti- 
cally made weapon in this caliber severely 
limited its early acceptance. 

Following the Second World War, 
there was a move within the armed forces 
to adopt a 9MM handgun. It was not 
done, however, because of the large stock- 
pile of Model 1911Al's and parts. In an 
attempt to recover the investments made 
on research and design, both Colt and 
S&W turned to the police and civilian 
markets with their 9MM offerings. 

While the Colt Commander in 9MM 
didn't gain the popularity it deserved, the 
S&W Model 39 began a slow move 
towards acceptance. When police depart- 
ments such as those in Salt Lake City, 
West Covina and the Illinois State Police 
adopted the S&W 9MM as their issue 
weapon, this caliber gained a solid foot 
hold in police circles. 

Super Vel was not quite as influential in 
the development of high performance 

loads for the 9MM as it was in other cali- 
bers. The early Model 39s didn't like the 
stubby Jurras bullets, and routinely re- 
fused to feed them with any degree of reli- 
ability. 

The Illinois State Police approached 
Winchester about a high performance 
load for the 9MM that would feed reliably 
in the Model 39. The result was the W-W 
100 grain jacketed soft point, commonly 
known as the "Power Point". This load 
has been a reliable performer, and has 
been adopted as the issue round of the 
majority of those police departments that 
carry the Model 39/59. 

Like the .38 Special, the 9MM relies on 
expansion and/or more efficient bullet 
shape to achieve reliable stopping power. 
Since the 9MM generally produces higher 
velocities than the .38 Special in compa- 
rable barrel lengths, expansion generally 
takes place. 

Expansion, however, is only a means to 
an end, not the end itself. By the time a 
bullet has expanded to its full diameter, it 
has probably completed its penetration. 
The recovered slug, therefore, cannot be 
judged to be the diameter of the bullet 
through its entire passage. Furthermore, 

it's a thin line between a bullet that will ex- 
pand with adequate penetration and one 
that will blow up on impact without reach- 
ing vital organs. 

Both the Browning High Power and 
S&W Model 59 are highly popular 9MM 
pistols. Both are great guns if you have 
large hands. If you're like George Nonte 
or myself, the guns feel bulky at best. I, 
personally, find the Model 39 a much 
more comfortable weapon. 

Of all the current double action 9MMs, 
I've found the new Browning BDA to be 
the best of the bunch. Its workmanship is 
excellent, with the best combat sights 
available on a factory produced weapon. 
Its double action pull is as good as any 
other available. Furthermore, its single ac- 
tion pull is light and crisp. 

The Browning BDA 9MM I used in test- 
ing the various high performance loads 
has a barrel length of 4.415". A quick 
check with my Oehler Chronograph, 
showed only a slight difference between 
its velocities and those obtained from the 
more commonly found 4" barrels. 

These loads were also checked for ac- 
curacy and expansion Since the 9MM is 
basically a combat round, I checked its ac- 
curacy on silhouette targets at 25 yards. 
Expansion was checked by the use of oil- 
base clay blocks. 

The lightest weight 9MM load currently 
available is the Super Vel 90 grain jack- 
eted hollow point load. After ceasing prp- 
duction for a couple of years, this line of 
high performance ammunition is being 
produced under the direction of Bob 
Hamilton (H&H Cartridge Corporation, 
PO Box 294, Greensburg, Indiana 
47240). This high velocity slug expands 
impressively in any test medium used. I've 
seen the results of this load when used on 
felons. The effect is sudden, dramatic, 
and generally fatal. 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE AMERICAN PISTOL & REVOLVER ASSOCIATION 
ASSOCIATE $5, INDIVIDUAL $10, FAMILY $15, PATRON $25, LIFE $125, SPONSOR $250, ENDOWMENT $500 
(Associate is a non-voting membership, it includes non-citizens and juniors over 12 years of age, individual members have 
full voting rights. Patrons may convert their memberships to a Life Membership, Sponsor and Endowment Memberships are 
also lifetime memberships) 

Please enroll me (us) as a(n) MEMBER of the AMERICAN PISTOL and REVOLVER 
ASSOCIATION. I declare that I am a law abiding citizen, over eighteen (twelve for As- 
sociate) years of age, of sound mind, and I subscribe to the PRINCIPLES, PLATFORM and OB- 
JECTIVES of the American Pistol and Revolver Association and to the Constitution of the 
United States of America. 

NAME(S) DATE 

ADDRESS PHONE 

CITY STATE ______ZIP CODE 

OCCUPATION COMPANY 

BUSINESS ADDRESS 

1 Mail today. 1 51 2 EAST WILSON AVENUE, Suite 301 GLENDALE, CALIFORNIA 91 206 
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Load Velocity Expansion 
1. Super Vel 1329fps .714" 

90gr JHP 
Both Winchester and Speer produce 

9MM loads with 100 grain bullet weights. 
The Winchester hollow and soft point 
loads are designed so that no exposed lead 
contacts the feed ramp, but the Speer JHP 
leaves a generous amount of the soft lead 
core exposed. In spite of this, the Speer 
load fed reliably in the test weapon and ev- 
ery other 9MM I've tried it in. 

Load Velocity Expansion 
1. Speer 1275fps .591" 

lOOgr JHP 
2. Winchester 1281fps .623" 

lOOgr JHP 
3. Winchester 1283fps .545" 

lOOgr JSP 
The Super Vel 112 grain JSP load has 

long been one of my favorite 9MM loads. 
This bullet weight and design offers an ex- 
cellent compromise between the SV 90 
grain JHP and the Speer 125 grain JSP 
load. This SV offering gives good penetra- 
tion on things such as car doors, wind- 
shields, etc., while still having sufficient 
power to produce the desired results on 
anyone inside. 
Load Velocity Expansion 
1. Super Vel 1238fps .585" 

112gr JSP 
The 115 grain bullet weight is the most 

commonly found high performance 9MM 
load. While the velocities vary only slight- 
ly, the expansion capabilities are substan- 
tially different. Bullet design and jacket 
thickness are critical factors, and S&Ws 
115 grain JHP was the best performer in 
this bullet weight. 
Load Velocity Expansion 
1. S&W 1168fps .612" 

1 E a r  JHP 
2. R-P" - 1189fps .547" 

115gr JHP 
3. Federal 1134f~s  .52Y 

115gr JHP 
4. Norma 1127fps .516" 

1 l5gr JHP 

5. S&W 1147fps .36!3" 
115gr SWC-FMJ 

Some might question the inclusion of 
the S&W 115 grain semiwadcutter-full 
metal jacket in a series on high perform- 
ance ammunition. Many police depart- 
ments who allow their officers to carry 
9MMs, however, specify FMJ ammo only. 
Unlike the round nose FMJ load, the 
SWC load will not exit the human body. 
Furthermore, it has a tendency to shed its 
jacket and fragment upon impact 

I consider it unfortunate that only one 
manufacturer offers a high performance 
load in the 125 grain weight. It's even 
more unfortunate that it's offered in soft 
point rather than hollow point form. Like 
the 100 grain offering, the Speer 125 
grain soft point has a substantial amount 
of lead exposed. This doesn't seem to ef- 
fect its reliable feeding in weapons I've 
tested it in. 
Load Velocity Expansion 
1. Speer 1 1 lOfps .502" 

125 grain JSP 
Which of all the available loads is best? 

Well, that all depends on your intended 
purpose. For off-duty police or personal 
defense use, the 90 or 100 grain JHP 
loads would be excellent. For police duty 
use, the 100 grain JSP or 115 grain JHP 
loads provide better penetration. The 112 
grain and 125 grain JSP loads are excel- 
lent for those specialized situations where 
deep penetration with some expansion is 
desired. 

Regardless of which of these 9MM 
loads a handgunner decides to use, he 
should make sure they feed reliably in his 
particular pistol. Terminal performance is 
negated without reliability. 

The 9MM can be depended upon to ful- 
fill its intended purpose, if ammo selec- 
tion ,is intelligently made. Without the 
right load, however, all you have is more 
penetration than the traditional .38 Spe- 
cial load with even less 
stopping power! ,, T 

Next Time: The .357 Magnum 

COMBAT HANDGUN SHOOTING is the "Bible" for this COMBAT growing sport and martial art-a concjse, readable text by 
one of America's best handgun writers-complete, authori- 
tative treatment, lavishly illustrated. 

person who has any interest in handgun shooting 
hould be without the Mason book. " 

-Gene Crum, Gun Week 

. . The best book ever written on handgun shooting 
photos are worth the price alone. " 

-Col. Charles Askins, Guns & Ammo Magazine 

. . .Jim Mason has explored the entire field of, 
bat shooting as it exists today.. . a remarkable job. 

-George Nonte, American Handgunner 

272 pages (6% x 9% Inches), -Sent on 10-days approval (US. and Canada only) 
594 lllustratlons (26 In full -or-Sent postpaid with remittance enclosed. 
color), 8 tables. $24.75. Illinois residents please include 5% sales tax 

CHARLES C THOMAS - PUBLISHER,301-327 East Lawrence Ave., Springfield, Illinois 6271 
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CLEANS, LUBRICATES & 
PROTECTS ALL LEATHER 

ORDER TODAY!! 
8 oz. CAN $2.00 PPD 

16 oz. CAN $3.00 PPD 
CALIF. RES. ADD 6% TAX 

ZIP AEROSOL PRODUCTS 
DEPT. H6-38 

21320 DEERING COURT 
CANOGA PARK, CA. 91304 

Â HOLSTERS 
Lawrence Holster #14 Â 
for revolvers and auto- Â 
matics is a flap-type 
that offers better gun 
protection than any Â 
other belt-style holster. 
Available at leading 

w dealers or by mail. 
14 Plain 
148 Basket 

Â 

(as Illustrated) 
Â 

Â ' I *4F I:r 
SEND FOR F k u  bATALOG featuring custom- 

Â 
nude shooting equipment, plus over 100 hob 
ster styles. 
THE GEORGE LAWRENCE CO. Â 
Dept. AH-3 Portland, Oregon 97204 

M500 CHRONOGRAPH 
VELOCITY TEST YOUR RELOADS 

complete systems 

A!- 
TEST REPORT: 

CUSTOM CHRONOGRAPH Co. 
3518-A 1st Ave NW, Seattle, WA 98107 

22 CAL- PELLET FIRING 

AIR PISTOL only 

Purchaser must be over 21 
FREE: 50 rounds of Reusable 22 Cal 
Ammo and a Supply of Targets I 

This high compression air pistol slams eight 
hard-hitting 22cal. pellets Into its target without 

I reloading. Just snap back the bolt, turn the 
cylinder and you're ready for the next round. A 
molded hand grip, long barrel and ring sight 
provide unusual accuracy and comfort On1 
$9.95 plus 7% for postage and handling - if CO& 
send $2.00 good will deposit and postman the 
balance plus COD charges. FREE ammo and 
targets included. State age when ordering. Not 
sold In N.Y.C. 
Honor Hour. Dspt. 527AP73 Lynblook, 

N.Y. Res. add appropriate sales tax 
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WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 
(Continued /rom page 41) 

1977 championships. These errors should 
not cause blame to those who made them, 
but simply should serve as guidance for 
those of us who will try to hold major tour- 
naments in the future. 

Points: 1. The camouflaged I.P.S.C. tar- 
gets were not used. I think this is a mis- 
take, especially in reaction courses. In the 
future, properly camouflaged targets 
should be standard. 2. The scoring system 
of 10,9, 8 should be supplanted with the 
more improved factoring system which 
uses 5, 4, 2 for major caliber and 5, 3, 1 
for minor. This provides a more equitable 
distribution of power values. 3. Running 
ability was weighed to an unreal degree in 
place of marksmanship. A contestant 
could pick up or lose 6 points per second 
on a cou& involving quite a long dis- 
tance. Thus he could make up in strength 
of leg what he lacked in ability to hit a tar- 

get. We do prize the balance of movement 
and accuracy, but it's possible that that 
balance was not properly achieved in all 
cases at Salisbury. 4. Certain phases were 
not tactically disposed. One obviously 
cannot get up and run at a target which 
represents a lethal adversary. Allowing a 
man to charge a target and dump his 
rounds into it at arm's length is tactically 
unsound. In a practical contest, if you can 
see a target, that target can see you. Any 
movement which you make apart from 
just shooting exposes you to disaster. 5. In 
a realistic problem, it is a mistake to per- 
mit more than two hits per target to count. 
If you have fired carefully twice and 
nothing has happened, it's time for you to 
change your plan. 

It will be adduced that the course as de- 
signed gave a built-in advantage to the 
Browning 9mm automatic pistol, with its 
large magazine capacity. In answer to this 
it should be pointed out that while a 
Brownine P-35. in the hands of Dave Wes- " 
terhout, did win, we can be sure that, 
given the way David was shooting, he 

would have won with any weapon he had 
had in his hand. It should further be noted 
that of the first 20 finishers, 15 did not use 
the Browning but, rather the 4 5  auto. 

Now we have finished with the 1977 
World Championships and everyone who 
had anything to do with them may take 
pride in that fact. We look to the future. It 
was decided that the site for the next con- 
test should be South Africa. We are all ' 

aware that it is not the best idea to hold 
successive world titles in the same comer 
of the world, but we are faced with the 
problem that the present political situa- 
tion makes it impossible for the Rhode- 
sians to travel anywhere but to South 
Africa. A world practical shooting contest 
which did not include the Rhodesians 
would be something like a world chess 
match which did not include the Russians. 
Anyone who won would realize that his ti- 
tle was meaningless. Therefore we must 
hold our contests in places to which Rho- 
desians may come. As David Westerhout 
pointed out, "If the Rhodesians surrender 

(Continued on page 64) 

COIN DETECTORS -r̂  orderw Brands- pre-P-"' 

Treasure Hunters 
P. 0. Box 53 

Mesquite, T X  75149 

CUSTOM HANDGUN STOCKS 
Presentation grade stocks of fancy American 
& exotic woods for discriminating shootem 
SUPERIOR CRAFTSMANSHIP 

b 

Illustrated brochure $1.00 
ROBERT H. NEWELL 

55 Coyote St. Los Alamos, N.M. 87544 

-ALLOW 4 TO 6 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 

r ALL WEATHER 
DEPENDABILITY 
The stainless steel .22 
and .25 caliber pocket- 
automatics offer the best 
protection against the 
corrosive influences of 
water, humidity, and even 
hand perspiration. These 
pistols are accurate, 
well-balanced. comoact and 

Sterling Arms Corporation 
4436 Prospect Street 
Gasport, New York 14067 

simple to clean. ~ a s t -  
action thumb safeties and 

1 cycolac grips are standard. 
Also available in nickel 
and blue finishes. 

Mag. Size Weight 
Capacity in inches 

6 4% x 3% 13 02. 

At all fine sporting good 
stores and gun shops. Or for 
catalogue, please send $:25 

sterling 
arms 
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Variety - Quality - Economy 

Semi-Autos .25. .32. .380 \ h 

r Single Action .22. .357. .44 

Double F -"-n .22. .32. . 

Ask the man for an m.. . 
FIREARMS IMPORT & EXPORT CORP. 
2470 NOW. 21st St. Miami, Fla. 33142 

FIE FIE FIE FIE FIE FIE FIE 



YOU 
MAY, 

HAVE 
WON! 

Mag-Na-Ported Smith & Wesson 44 Magnum 

I FABULOUS SWEEPSr*AKE 
,..-. - . . . . . . . . .  c.:+ x " ; . b U . , . : .  . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  . p%, 2 -  . . . .  . . . .  SWEEPSTAKES ..... 

- * .  ,, ; :;.. -. :: 
..^Ttrtt.^-t,." . . . . . . .  ...* .. ./ : :. .:::: 

. . . . . . . . . .  *>.-;y.+. '. . . .  
.'. ,.;. . . . * .  

&&-^.' . . -.. .:,. .:. . " . .  ' '  ' *.' . .... . :-'. . . . . .  

One of our fabulous gun prizes may be waiting f 
prize is a Mag-Na-Ported Smith & Wesson Model 
There are also 12 other maj 
cessory prizes. Enter immedi 
prize is guaranteed k t  tobe .LC, . .  giv 

'̂,^<" 

GUARANTEE.. .. .All prizes will be awarded . .  
ry per household) - - , - ,  

. -. 
MAIL TO: AMERICAN H E ENVELOPE MAIL POST CARD TODAY 

Box 1161 ikie "" ' '0076 
BACK OF CARD: 

NAME 

AH MAR 

My favoriteor r i f t  Dealer's name 

Deabr'i s t r ~ t  addreis 

State 

HOW TO ENTER 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

! To receive your entry certificate, just mall a postcard with your name and address ti 
HANDGUNNER SWEEPSTAKES, 81 50 No. Central Park, Skokie, Ill. 60076 (no letters please) 
Your request for an entry certificate must reach us by Mar. 1,1978 and you will receive you 
official entry certificate on or before May 1,1978. Your entry certificate must be postmarked 
no later than Sept. 5,1978 and received in our offices by Sept. 15,1978. Entries returned will 
be compared against winning numbers which have been pre-selected by an independent- 
organization whose decisions are final. The sweepstakes is open to residents of the United 

I 
I States except employees and agents of the AMERICAN HANDGUNNER Magazine and their 
I families. It is subject to all Federal. state. and local laws and is void where orohibited. taxed or 

itherwise restricted. 



A Mag-Na-Ported Smith & Wesson Model 29 donated by 
The Outstanding American Handgunner Foundation, Inc. 
30016 S. River Road, Mt. Clemens, MI  48045. 

1858.44 CAL. STAINLESS STEEL REMINGTON 
The ru ged frame and top strap make this the 
magnum of percussion revolvers. Every part with 

, the exception of the grips and trigger guard is 
manufactured from corrosion resistant stainless 
steel. From Navy Arms, 689 Bergen Blvd., 
idgefield, NJ 07657. 

BAUER .25 CAL. AUTOMATIC 
Stainless steel with a satin finish and simulated pearl 
:rip. 2%" barrel, 10 ounce weight allow for easy 
iandling. From Bauer Firearms, 34750 Klein, Fraser, 

MI 48026. . 

NORTH AMERICAN ARMS .22 I MINI REVOLVER 
G RIFLE ? 

Â ¥  

As compact as they come, this 3 Derringer Is 
constructed of stainless steel a m  ~umpletely hand- 
fitted: Contributed by North American Arms, 1 N. 
American Blvd., Freedom, WY 83120. 

HANDGUN PRIZES , 
from ~ 

AMERICAN HANDGUNN t 
MAGAZINE 

DAN WESSON PISTOL PA1 
In .38spl or .357 Magnum t,,.. WM Wesson P15-2VH COLT u.i,XTIVE SPECIAL 
comes with a carrying case, four interchangeable A favorite of law enforcement agents. 
front sight blades, an additional set of rips, a belt this .38 has a stubby two inch barrel, 

ckle and emblem. Presented b Dan Jesson Arms, uncom licated sights, target grips and 
c., 293 Main St, Monson, MA 01057. 

I 
blued finish. A gift of Colt Firearms, 150 
Huyshope Ave., Hartford, CT 06102. 

". .! ..- Zi&i 
Â¥: 

BEEMAN'S "ORIGINAL" MODEL 5 
Air pistol in .I77 caliber has a precision- 

I 

I /  rifled barrel, match-type rear sight and 
KENTUCKY FLINTLOCK PISTOL deeply checkered grips. A gift of Beeman's 

An exact, non-firing replica of the gun carried by 
Precision Airguns, 47 Paul Drive, BIdg. 6, 

Andrew Jackson in the Battle of New Orleans. A gif t  
San Rafael, CA 94903. 

Replica Models, Inc., 800 Slaters Lane, 
xandria, VA 22314. 

HK4 AUTOMATIC PISTOL 
.380 with a .22LR conversion hit has a 
double action trigger and multiple safety 

r features. It combines high firing accuracy 
with rugged dependability to offer 
shooters versatility and safety. From 

STERLING ARMS M L 400s .380 Heckler & Koch, Inc., Suite 218, 933 N. 
This fine double action .o80 is presented in Kenrnore St, Arlington VA 22201. 
solid stainless steel. Safety is the reliable 
rolling block. Given b Sterling Arms, 4436 
Prospect, Gasport, d ~ 6 ~ 7 .  

. . " . " ?  , 

TWO CROSMAN MODEL 38T' 
Two winners will each get one or inese quamy double 
action CO, revolvers. Perfect for unching targets, 
+ha h%del 38T is richly blued wit\ cylinders holdin 

2 rounds. From Crosman Arms, 980 Turk Hill id., 
r t  NY l445fl 



(Continued from page 60) 

to Marxist pressure, a Rhodesian passport 
will be valid in any part of the world. How- 
ever, if a black racist government takes 
over, no Rhodesian will be permitted to 
own or use his own personal sidearm." So 
either way there is no happy solution. 

I was privileged to meet with the South 
African Ministry of Sport the day before 
my departure for the United States. Our 
conversations were entirely promising and 
cooperative. I have reason to believe that 
the 1979 World Championships will be 
conducted with all the smoothness and or- 
ganization of the Rhodesian tournament 
and with even greater material support. 

The challenge now is for each nation to 
formulate its program or practical compe- 
tition for next two years, in order to be 
sure that those who represent each flag at 
the world title will be truly representative 
and the best people available from each 
nation. Discussions are now under way in 
Britain, Austria, South Africa and the 
United States, directed at the proper 
formulation of international competitive 
programs. In the US., the N.R.A. has ex- 
pressed its full willingness to participate in 
the conduct of practical shooting pro- 
grams. If we can only prevent the total tri- 
umph of enemy arms in years to come we 
can be assured of a splendid and truly 
representative period of 
brotherly competition. 

STERLING .45 
(Continued from page 53) 

The pistol may then be fired single action 
or the hammer may be lowered manually 
for another double-action shot if desired 

The trigger spring was fatigued on the 
prototype I test fired and occasionally it 
would not return the trigger. Presumably 
a new spring will remedy the problem. 

The action is powered by a hammer 
spring that is housed inside the rear of the 
grip. The sear spring is a small coil spring 
with two legs, one for the sear. On the 
prototype, the sear spring is on the right 
side but it will be moved to the left side on 
production guns where the other leg can 
contact the ejector. This will allow ejec- 
tion of single shots when the magazine is 
not in p lace~someth ig  not possible on 
the prototype. 

The safety is described by Leak as a 
"cross bolt rolling block type" that is now 
used in the Sterling Model 400.380 ACP. 
It rotates a cross bolt to block the hammer 
from the firing pin head. The safety also 
engages a cone-shaped segment of the fu- 
ing pin, positively locking it so that the pin 
will not move even if the pistol is heavily 
struck or dropped. With the safety en- 
gaged, you can pull the trigger to safely let 
the hammer fall on a live round Although 

I held my breath, I did this on the firing 
line. 

The thumb lever for the safety is lo- 
cated on the left side but southpaws may 
be able to have the lever installed on the 
right side by special order. The safety will 
take a little getting used to since the posi- 
tions are the reverse of the Colt with 
"safe" &own and "fire" up. 

There are several other changes from 
the prototype that are planned for produc- 
tion guns. The magazine catch on proto- 
types is small and will be enlarged and 
knurled. The magazine catch spring is 
also to be changed to a small coil spring 
held by a lock that engages the frame 
similar to the Model 1911-A1. The extrac- 
tor is now only about 'A" long and on pro- 
duction guns will be extended to 1" or 
more back toward the safety bolt The 
slide stop is now held by the leg of a coil 
spring that protrudes from the slide stop 
hole. This spring will be eliminated and a 
new captive spring will be placed between 
the rear of the recoil spring guide and a 
flat on the slide stop pin. 

The recoil spring is a short captive as- 
sembly on a full length guide. On the 
prototype this spring was so heavy it was 
difficult to pull the slide back. When pre- 
paring to test fire the gun, one of the pins 
sheared that held the spring on the guide. 
I understand the recoil spring will be light- 
ened on production guns, eliminating 

SIX SECOND ( P a t e n t e d )  

REVOLVER RELOADER 

0 FAST 
A reliable device that reloads a 
revolver in as little as 3% seconds. 

Inserts easily into the revolver cylinder and a slight turn of the knob 
releases cartridges 

Â DEPENDABLE - SAFE ' 

Will not  spill ammo. even i f  dropped or thrown. Cartridges are held 
in by strong metal cam points that prevent accidental release. 

STURDY 
Constructed of tough, non-corrosive parts that should last for years. 
(Loader is guaranteed one full year). 

Â POPULAR (Favorite of charbions) - 
Used by n u m e r ~ u s  first place winners at the National Combat Com- 
petion Championship Matches at Jackson Miss. (Wad cutter ammo.) 

Full line of finest Quality leather carrying cases available 
. (singlei-doublat, plain-baskatweave, tan-black-brown) 

* See your local dealer it If he doesn't carry them yet, ask him to order them f i  you 
Write H. K. S. TOOL PRODUCTS - 132 Fifth St.. Divton. Kv. 41074 ... . 

such problems. 

Spring loaded movement (A) b & w w  
the cross pin and bottorti of cylinder 
actually absorbs shock when the loader 
Is dropped on the bottom and, mini- 
mizlng dam- to loader and cartrldgt. 
(This movement can be felt by pushing 
on bottom Ã‘i of knob at point (C). 
When dropped on the other end the 
fore* Is transmitted thru the knob to 
solid surface of counter-bore, point 
(B) and no damage will reault. 

Cut away vlew (below) showing how 
rim of metal on top of cartridge head 
(0) and metal cam points below (E), 
oosltiveiv retain cartridges until knob 
Is turned. 
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Disassembly is accomplished by pulling 
the slide back until the slide stop lines up 
with the slot that holds the slide open, 
then pressing the stop from the right and 
drawing it out of the left side. Of course 
the magazine is removed first. Once the 
stop is removed, the slide can be eased 
forward and slipped off the frame. The 
gun is assembled by reversing the proce- 
dure. No separate disassembly notch or 
means of relieving recoil spring tension is 
necessary. On production guns the slide 
stop pin will be lengthened slightly to ease 
disassembly. 

The rear sight is adjustable for eleva- 
tion and windage and will have a white 
outline on production models. The front 
sight is a smooth, low ramp that should be 
snag-free. 

The front of the trigger guard is hooked 
for a two-hand hold. Consistent with its 
double-action capability on the first shot, 
the hammer of the Model 450 is of the 
rounded "burr" style of the Colt Com- 
mander. The hammer is partly shrouded 
by the slide, and it takes an effort to cock 
or lower the hammer with your thumb. 
Stocks are made of smooth, polished wal- 
nut and on production guns may be 
checkered at the bottom. Stock screws are 
quite large to hold the stocks securely. 

The Model 450 will be made of 8620 
steel and will make general use of invest- 
ment castings, although all surfaces will 
be highly polished and then finished in 
deep blue. John Leak anticipates that the 
gun may eventually be offered in stainless 
steel as well. 

I test fired the Model 450 at the indoor 
range at the plant. Recoil was low and ac- 
curacy good. Off-hand at 25 yards pro- 
duced groups of about 11/2". As already 

noted, the trigger return spring needed re- 
placing and did not function well, and a 
pin on the recoil spring guide sheared and 
had to be replaced. Once these adjust- 
ments were made, the Model 450 was a 
pleasure to shoot; feeding and ejection 
were faultless. Single-action trigger pull 
on the prototype was set at 6-7 lbs. and 
was stiffer still for double action. With 
Sterling Arms' concern for safety, produc- 
tion .45's will probably be similar in trig- 
ger pull. 

In a day when some new .45 Autos are 
costing as much as $400, the Sterling's 
best news comes in price. Suggested retail 
for the Sterling 450 is only $265.00. No 
other .45 Auto offers the features of the 
Sterling DA .45 for this price. Inquiries 
can be addressed to your local dealer or 
regional wholesaler of Sterling Arms 
~roducts. Distributor inauiries are wel- 
comed by Sterling h i s  Corp., 211 
Grand St., Lockport, 
N.Y. 14094 

SPECIFICATIONS 
-̂  

Sterling Arms Model 450 
Caliber: 45 ACP 
Action: Double Action, Semi-Automatic 
Overall Length. 7'/z1' 
Height: 4'8" 
Barrel: 4" 
Rifling: 6 lands, 6 grooves 
Twist: 1 in 16" 
Magazine Capacity: 8 
Weight: 36 oz. 
Safety: Cross Bolt Rolling Block 
Sights: Front Ramp Rear Adjustable for 
Windage and Elevation 
Grips: Wood 
Construction: Ordnance Steel 
Melting Point: 18W 
Tensile Strength. 55000 psi. 

COLT INTERVIEW 
(Continued from page 33) 

series, were their greatest disappointment Colts going into the police sector? 
in Colts. Your comment? WERNER: No, I would absolutely not 
WERNER: 1 haven't gotten that deep be able to say that, because I think at this 
into the engineering of the Mk. Ill as yet. point, S& Wfairly well dominates the po- 

lice market. We have broken into a few 
areas, but that's not because I'm here; it's AYOOB: Then, has it fulfilled the expec- 

a*w cases where all of a sudh colt 
tations had when the gun was chosen the tra&tbnal Smith & 
duced? 
WERNER: Let me put it this way: I f  it Wesson. 

has problems, they're not great enough to 
prevent it from being an attractive gun to 
us, ifyou know what I mean. The volume 
of their sales is sufficient to keep us in- 
terested. The warranty costs and so forth 
are not big enough to disillusion us about 
the gun. It has been changed over the last 
three years. We've identified the minor 
problems with it, and taken those one at a 
time. 

AYOOB: Since taking over, have you 
been able to increase the percentage of 

AYOOB: In those cases, did the buyers 
give an explanation for their change in 
taste? 
WERNER: There have been a couple of 
cases where police departments have de- 
cided for one reason or another, after try- 
ing out stainless steel guns, that they'd 
rather go with our Python .357. But in no 
way does that reflect any trend of Colt to 
increase its share of the police market. 
We're not slipping in the police market. 
We are holding the same share, but that 
share is still on the short end of the stick. 

PRECISION 
<̂ I EUROPEAN 

PELLET AIR 
RIFLES 

PISTOLS 
AND RELATED 
ACCESSORIES 

World's largest dealer serving the discriminating 
adult air gun market since 1963. Satisfaction guar- 
anteed. Informative catalog free; write today. 

AIR RIFLE HEADQUARTERS INC 
DEPT. *60 GrantWdb, wv. 261'47 

STATE PISTOL LAWS 1 
llw~kIi!t ilcsnililng latest uistol renulatlons Der- 
t i ln ln~  lo  i in in ens inn carrying. and purchasing of 
hand nuns for all states $2.00. 

FEDERAL GUN LAWS 1 
Jtooklct on~11tilnn lule~t rederul laws concernhi; 
I ~ I V I I ~ I I I S  $1.00. CHItIK UKTKCTION EQUIPMENT. 
CATALOG. $1.00. Henry Sel~leninger. 415 E. 82 
St.. New York Deoi. 17 N. Y. 1W22. 

T/C Contender 

T h e  ult imate in  
two-handed control 
of heavy calibers. 

STAINLESS STEEL 

ALSO ADAPTS TO 
.22LR, 9mm & .38 SUPER 

  he finest commercially offered. Manu- 
factured to correct tolerances of the high- 
est quality stainless steel. Sold without 
ejector rip screw bushings & plun er 
tube. '& HOLDER'S ONLY, 0 r j e r  
throu h our-dealer. STAINLESS COMBAT .45 MAGAZINES 
with EMCNEGA convex follower for 
improved functioning. DEALER $9.50 EACH INQUIRIES INVITED I 

ACIFIC INTERNATIONAL 
2215 J ST A H  PH. 19161 446.2737 
BOX 8022. SACRAMENTO CA l u l l  A 
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IMPROVE ACCURACY AYOOB: It's interesting you should say 
that, because some dealers and some offi- 
cers tell me they have the impression that 
Colt couldn't care less about selling to po- 
lice departments. They were talking strict- 
ly about Colt automatics, and they all 
noted that S&W is more aggressive about 
selline autos to nolice. 

MINIATURE GUNS AYOOB: To  departments, or to in- 

ARMS RELATED COLLECTIBLES 
dividual officers? 
WERNER: Both. Of course, automatics 
are by region. They're extremely 
popular in California, for instance, and 
in Nevada. Most of the departments out 
there that carry automatics, carry Colt 

J 

. Anti-Gunners: "You keep distorting the issue with Facts!' 

WERNER: I have no feedback on that. 
We sell a lot o f  automatics to police. 

To some this may be hard to be- 
lieve, but to those of us who have 
engaged anti-gun people in debates 
or mere conversations, i t  is all too 
real. The following is excerpted from 
"Reports from Washington " pub- 
lished by the NRA Institute for 
Legislative, bylined: Lee hgensen. 

Students from Archbishop 
Carroll High School in Wash- 
ington, D.C. demonstrated their 
opposition towards handgun 
ownership during a two-day 
demonstration staged in front of 
the NRA Headquarters building. 
Led by their Christian Con- 
sciousness course instructor, 
Robert Hoderny, about 26 stu- 
dents of the class split up 
placard-carrying tasks-1 3 
each day-and handed out a 
printed sheet to passersby. On 
the third day of their "field trip" 
assignment, the students gath- 
ered near the White House to 
continue their protest. 

Their premise was based on 
the "right-to-life" theme and 
the slogan that "guns take 
lives." NRA responded by ex- 
tending an invitation to Hoderny 
and his students to discuss the 

. issues. NRA's Executive Direc- 
tor for General Operations, 
Gary Anderson, and Executive 
Vice President Harlon Carter, 
met with the group. Represen- 
tatives from NRA's Institute for 
Legislative Action were also 
present. Later one of the stu- 
dents told a television reporter 
that ". . . we were mostly sur- 
prised by the cordial reception 
we received from the NRA." 

During the point-counter- 
point dialogue the discussion 
centered basically on a plat- 

form of life and rights. 
"This is a moral issue where 

we're talking about lives taken 
by guns. You keep distorting 
the issue with specifics and 
facts," said Hoderny at one 
point. 

"Isn't it facts we want to deal 
with. You're talking about 
creating a law.. . and a law, to 
me, is a very important matter 
that should be thought through 
completely and will be obeyed 
by a human being . . . not a gun. 
It's the human being who can 
commit a crime. The man who 
reaches for and carries a gun is 
the person who is responsible 
for good sense, good citizen- 
ship, and good judgment. A gun 
is an inanimate object made of 
steel and wood. A gun doesn't 
kill people . . . It's the person 
who uses it that kills," respond- 
ed Harlon Carter. 

Mr. Hoderny asked "Don't 
you think that if taking guns 
away would save even one life 
that the effort would be worth it 
regardless of the rights you 
keep talking about? You make 
rights too sacred." 

"Absolutely not . . . because 
the rights we enjoy today 
already have cost the lives of 
millions of men. . .not just one," 
said 
Carter. 

zutomatics, and we do everything we can 
!o maintain that business. We obviously 
hope someday to turn around and get 
back heavily into the police business. 

kYOOB: Are you selling as many large 
bore automatics as Smith & Wesson? 
WERNER: Oh, I think that it's pretty 
safe to say that we have the lion's share of 
the automatic business with civilian and 
d i c e  groups. 

AYOOB: How much of  Colt's production 
is in military M-16s today, and how much 
in the commercial side? 
WERNER: You can divide it about 
50150. It's close enough. 

AYOOB: Which is more profitable? 
WERNER: The military tends to be 
more profitable currently, and I think it 
has been over the past few years. 

AYOOB: Why? More integrated manu- 
facturing processes? 
WERNER: Yes. The M-16 is a gun that's 
designed for production. The facility was 
put in place with the right equipment, 
the right tooling, the right flow, and it 
just runs like a well-oiled clock. 

AYOOB: How much of  Colt Industries' 
income derives from the Firearms Divi- 
sion? 
WERNER: A very small percentage. Our 
sales probably represent about eight or 
nine percent of the total corporation, so 
income would be in direct proportion to 
that. 

AYOOB: There are people in the in- 
dustry who fear that the Colt parent com- 
pany cares less about the fate o f  the Fire- 
arms Division. 
WERNER: Colt Industries is a group of 
what I'll call companies, b u t  legally, 
they're divisions. Colt runs these com- 
panies on a totally decentralized basis. 
Each company or division is looked at as 
a separate entity and handled according- 
ly. We're not in a melting pot. 

I don't believe the Firearms Division is 
considered just part of the big overall 
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corporation. Each division is looked on as 
a contributor of cash, a contributor of 
profit, etc., and there is no putting down 
of one division for the sake of another. 
One of the beauties of the way Colt Indus- 
tries is run is that as long as we contribute 
and do the job we're supposed to do, just 
generate profit and cash and grow over 
the long range, there would be no putting 
down this division. 

' One fast smooth stroke! 

AYOOB: Over the past few years, people 
in the industry have noted a very high 
turnover among Colt executives. Has that 
been halted? 
WERNER: (laughing) Personally, I 
hope so! 

Seriously, there have been some 
changes made since I've been here, but I 
think they were minimal. One of the 
things we needed to do was kind of sta- 
bilize. People with the capabilities for 
what we need haven't been tossed 
around: rather, we tried to build around 

REVOLVER LOADER 

MODEL RL1 00 (White or Black) 
(S&W K Frame & Dan Wesson Revolvers; 

RLH101C Belt Holder $ 9.95 ea. 
RLH102C Belt Holder $1 1.95 ea. 

(Belt Holders Slip Over Belt) them. 

AYOOB: No new Colts foaling in the im- 
mediate future? 
WERNER: We're best qualified and 
most capable of producing large caliber, 
ultra-high quality handguns. That's 
where we shine and I guess we always 
have shone here, and that's what we're 
going to concentrate on for the next few 
years. 

Write DepL PMW77 For Product Information 
(215)CF - - - -  

R A -- 
KUMK FKODULTS INL. 

531 Catherine St., Warminster, PA. 18974 1215) 674.2489 
1 

AYOOB: The people in the plant tell me 
you're quite a good shot. Are firearms 
part of your personal lifestyle, off the job? 
WERNER: Not on a major basis. I used 
to plink a little bit, do a little bird hunt- 
ing, but I'm a long way from being what 
you'd call a gun buff. 

AYOOB: One final question. Gun manu- 
facturers' views on gun control seem to be 
in the news these days. What is Colt's offi- 
cial position on that issue . . . and what is 
your own? 
WERNER: My own feeling on handgun 
control, which I think probably reflects 
the corporation's, is that really, we're 
much more interested in seeing legisla- 
tion go through that controls and bans 
crime instead of trying to achieve crime 
control by taking away people's personal 
rights. Instead of trying to take handguns 
away from citizens, or to make it more 
difficult to own them and so forth, we'd 
like to see Congress address itself to reduc- 
ing the amount of crime through more ef- 
fective means. 

That's where we stand on the thing, 
and we also stand ready, willing, and 
able to do anything with any of the Con- 
gressional people to develop legislation 
aimed in that direction. 

On the other hand, we're going to be 
against anything that arbitrarily limits 
the rights of law-abiding people who 
choose to own 
handguns. 

1 THE LEWIS GUN 
A PICTORIAL HISTORY 

IÃ‘Ã‘̂ 1 
By J. David Truby 

The story of the Lewls Gun Is as rich as military 
history Itself. From its Invention in 1912 through 
W.W. I, the Spanish Civil War and W.W. 11, the 
Lewis Gun served with honor In trouble spots . . 

- 1tMvioiiMt 
from Singapore to Constantinople. Photos from 
archives never before opened complement offl- 
chi photos from U.S. and British museums and defense establlshments. The book 
contains over 70 aircraft photos alone. 208 pp., B1Axl 1,300 rare photos, clothbound. 

------------m--m---------m 

Please send me :__ copy(ies) of the LEWIS GUN 11 ORDER NOW! @ $25.00 each. 
Please include $1.00 postage and handling. 

GUNS MAGAZINE Enclosed is my check or money order for $ - 
Name 

8150 N. CENTRAL PARK 
Skokie. 111. Address 

I I 60076 Citv State _ _ _ _ Z i p  
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BAR-ST0 BARRELS 
(Continued from page 50) 

over a 5-6 inch circle when placed in the 
machine rest. The reason for this is that 
when a recoil barrel is well fitted to a slide, 
sight and bore alignments are rather con- 
stant. In the machine rest, the frame 
aligns to the rest axis, but a loose slide 
may cause significant change in impact 
vis-a-vis frame orientation to the target. 
While slide tightening may not effect 
hand held accuracy, it may significantly 

improve machine rest performance. How- 
ever, there is no rule of thumb in this mat- 
ter; each gun must be considered as a 
separate case. 

Slide fit on the Hi-Power pistol is 
another important consideration that re- 
lates to trigger pull characteristics. To 
avoid making a split trigger bar to girdle 
the fat, double row magazine and connect 
trigger motion with the sear (as in the .45 
ACP), John Browning devised a walking- 
beam arrangement to effect ignition con- 
trol. This small, second-class lever is lo- 
cated on the bottom right hand side of the 
slide; pulling the trigger raises the forward 

".Just% Keep On ... I 

Got your letter last week askin about our town's police range and 
gettin them little pins from the NRA. You bet our boys got em, how 
else the citizens gonna tell which one's a Marksman and which one's 
an Expert when they start shootin' down the street? 

Took up a spell to get the money for the range from the Town Coun- 
cil. They weren't gonna spend money for police to lie down and shoot, 
or run and shoot behind door's got no walls around it. This is the same 
council that one year gave $1500 out of their budget to the Clear Lake 
Water Ski Association and only $250 to train the police to shoot. 
Kinda hard to finger, not a one of them police carry a water ski in his 
holster. 

First thing you want to do is get affiliated with that NRA bunch, 
only takes $10. If your city guvernment's like ours, takes a rainbow of 
purchase order copies to get $10 cash, a pink copy, yellow copy, a 
white copy. The white copy came in handy one night to draw out the 
combat range plan on. Abe Jackson and me, we took the boys down at 
the station a cracker sack full of peaches. While we all standin around 
eatin peaches and swattin mosquitos, talk got around to the new 
range. Abe offered some lumber from his old barn, and there's one or 
two abandoned buildings around town now, ain't got doors on them 
any more, so our police got their whole range almost built that night. 

Lay your range out careful. Our 25 yard line came out smack in the 
middle of a palmetto clump, two of the boys had to do a days grubbin. 
Killed two rattlesnakes and we sent one set of rattles up to our friends 
at NRA, They'd been so nice helping us get them little pins and all, we 
put them in our next order for more scorecards. Thought they might 
never have seen 13 rattles and a button up there in Washington. 

All our boys took to shootin on the combat range real good and get- 
tin practice every week. All cept Sgt. Curry, he had to send his favor- 
ite revolver back to the factory and get everything replaced but the 
grip screws (little too much powder in his reloads) he's got his shootin 
hand wrapped up in a Jimson week poultice. Believe he needs a little 
advice from the NRA Technickel Staff. 

Let me know if you need any more help gettin your boys started in 
combat shootin. 

end of this beam, depressing the back end 
which releases the sear. 

This clever design eliminates the need 
for a special disconnector. The trigger 
pawl that raises the walking beam disen- 
gages as the slide cycles. On returning to 
battery, the beam displaces the pawl for- 
ward, requiring that the trigger be re- 
leased before the next shot can be fired; 
this arrangement produces a semi-auto- ' 

matic mode of fire control. The initial 
trigger movement pushes up against the 
slide, rocking it to the left. Tightening the 
slide to eliminate this movement will im- 
prove accuracy as well as trigger motion. 

But, as ingenious as the walking beam 
design is, it results in a Rube Goldberg 
system of compound levers that plays hob 
with adjusting a good 4.5-pound regulated 
trigger pull. It is easy to mess up the trig- 
ger job on a Hi-Power so that the hammer 
will tend to fall forward with slide motion. 
Unless the shooter knows what has to be 
done, it's best to have Browning Hi-Power 
triggers regulated by a practiced Brown- 
ing trigger specialist. 

Another factor effecting P-35 trigger 
operation is the plunger-type magazine 
clutch safety. With the magazine inserted, 
the safety plunger is depressed and addi- 
tional spring tension is added to the trig- 
ger pull. Most Hi-Power trigger jobs re- 
move this magazine safety device, thus 
eliminating one more spring variable in 
the pull. One should be aware, however, 
that if a shooter removes the magazine 
safety, and subsequently, the gun dis- 
charges and injures someone when a 
round is in the chamber with the maga- 
zine removed, the gun owner can be held 
liable by one or both of the other parties 
involved. 

Sighting equipment can be improved 
for combat purposes on this Browning pis- 
tol. Installing of low mounting Micro or 
Bo Mar micrometer rear sights with ap- 
propriate '1s inch ramp front blades all 
make highly satisfactory choices. Bo 
Mar's Combat Rib (with sights) helps sta- 
bilize the gun in recoil, but increases car- 
lying weight for duty guns. Pachmayr's new 
Signature wrap around rubber grips are 
ideal for this gun, giving a non-slip check- 
ered rubber grip surface that is supple and 
non-irritating to the palm contact. This is 
a major grip breakthrough, and is catch- 
ing on rapidly among knowledgeable 
combat pistoleers. 

Law enforcement and combat shooters 
who favor 9mm in the big magazine guns 
will be tempted by this new Bar-Sto barrel. 
To have the advantages of carefree main- 
tenance and improved lifetime perform- 
ance for a relatively low cost is a bonanza 
in this era of rising costs and declining 
quality. Bar-Sto barrels pedigree perform- 
ance will be fully accepted by those shoot- 
ers who appreciate craftsmanship and 
accuracy. The Browning Hi-Power steps 
up to near match performance with these 
stainless steel 
barrels. 
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T H E  H A N D G U N  M A R K E T  
Classified ads 25@ per word insertion including name and address. Payable in advance. Minimum 
ad 10 words. Closing date JulyIAug. 1978 issue (on sale June) is March 15. Print carefully and 
mail to THE AMERICAN HANDGUNNER Magazine, 8150 No. Central Park Blvd., Skokie, I1 60076. 

BOOKS 
NEW PALADIN CATALOO-Comprehensive list of U.S. 
and foreign books: guns, unusual weapons, knife fightin 

uerrilla warfare, explosives, demolition, ordnance, self- 
f e n s o ,  technical manuals, field craft, survival. Many un- 
usual hard-to-find books. Send $1.00 for fascinatin cat* 
lo . PALADIN PRESS, Box 1307-TF, Boulder, Colorado 
80\06. 

Order these fabulous books from our extensive book clubl 
Art of Engraving by Meek. $19.95; The Book of Colt En- 
graving by Wilson. $39.95; The Book of Winchester En- 

by Wilson $39.95; Pistolsmithing by Nonte, %% N o Second Place Winner by Jordan $6.50; Gun- 
smith Kinks by Brownell, $9.95; The Book of the Rifle 
Olson, $9.95. Allow 50K postage and handling for e a t  
book, cash with order. Allow 6 weeks for delivery. Order 
from American Handgunner Classified Books, 8150 N. Cen- 
tral Park, Skokie, IL 60076. 

"SURVIVAL/GUERRILLA WARFARE"Ã‘BOOKS/MANUALS 
"SURVIVAL" FREEZE DRIED FOODS BY CASE/UNITS/- 
CAMPING PACKAGES. LARGEST CATALOG AVAILABLE. 
FREE: WRITE KEN HALE (AH-FO), MCDONALD, OHIO 
44437. 

STATE PISTOL LAWS latest pistol carrying, purchasin 
etc., regulations for all states and FEDERAL GUN LAW!: 
both booklets $3.00. POLICE EQUIPMENT CATALOG $1.00. 
Schlesinger, 415 East 52nd St., New York, NY 10022, De- 
nnrtmnnt E 

Add Dead1 Skill ToYour Combat Hand nning. TRIANGU- 
LAP VISION Is The Instructor's Monuaf~or InstinctÃ‘Th 
Secret Of FBI Speed and Accuracy. Send $5.00 to: The Fort 
Worth Pistol Parlor, 2410 N.E. 28th, Ft. Worth, Texas 
Â¥TA nA ,"."" 
FREE, Become Part Time Gun Dealer At Homel Details, Ap- 

^' icotion Forms Free With Purchase of Dealers Directory 
50 Wholesalers and Federal Firearms Laws; $3.00, Class 

Ill License Details, Forms, Laws; $2.00, Your State Gun 
Laws; $1.50, How To Obtain A Concealed Gun Permit; 
$1.75. Firearms Classified Relics 15261 New List: $2.00. 
HOWTO Make Legal Explosive 8ullets; $2.00, Free Catalog, 
Reddick, 1925G Abbot*, Son Diego, CA 92107 
AVAILABLE NOW. the New MERC/SURVIVAL CATALOG 
from~hoenix & a & t e s ,  featuring hardto find mihrysc: 
ence books on guerrilla warfare, demolitions, FM's, survi- 
vol, weapons, and self defense. Plus top quality mili- 
tary/par&military and survival equipment f o r  the rofes 
sional. Order the MERUSURVIVAL CATALOG from ~Coeni; 
Associates. P.O. Box 693. D o ~ t  HG. Boulder. CO 80306. 
for S1.00.Refundable with tint order. 

State and Federal Handgun Re ulations. Complete Instruc- 
tions On Carryin ~oasession,$urchosin $2.25 For 1977 
Edition. Lambda krwrms, R.D. #233, ~ l f r e d  Station, N.Y. 
14803 ... 

COLT, PEACEMAKER DICTIONARY AND ENCYCLOPEDIA BY 
COCHNAN. SPIRALS9.95. HARDCOVER $15.95. FAST AND 
FANCY REVOLVER SHOOTING BY MCGIVERN,$~O.OO. ALL 
POSTPAID. FORT FIZZLE BOOK COMPANY, 2000 LESTER 
ST., LAS CRUCES, N.M. 88001. 
HANDGUNNERSÃ‘Ar you satisfied with your shooting 
abili ? Do you get to the shooting range as often as you 
would like? Follow the practice techniques shown in this 
handgun shooting manual and you can vastly improve our 
shooting ah l i  in an amazingly short time. Send $4.06 to: 
Henmar, Box'238, Richardton, ND 58652 

FORT FIZZLE BOOK COMPANY. Books On Firearms, Re- 
loading, Gunsmithin More. List 25t. Dept. 2, 
2000 lester st., 10s &vE%' M. 88001. 

HOSTAGE1 What to do i f .  . .The 3 keys to success. New o 
lice tactics-psychology-techniques revealed. Unusual in6; 
motion just published. $3.95 from C. Coleman, Box 1043, 
Binghamton, NY 13902. No risk 10 day refund. NY resi- 
dents add sales tax. 

COLLECTORS 
NAZI WAR SOUVENIRS! Illustrated catalo $10.00 bill (re- 
fundable). Disco, Box 331H, cedarburg,^Vl 53012. 

WANTED MINT SW'S, TOP & BOTTOM BREAKS, FOR PER- 
SONAL COLLECTION. ALSO NEED M-L RIFLE, TO BUILD 
INTO MATCH RIFLE. H. BARNETT. 2034 W. 6TH. EMPORIA. 
KA 66801. 

EMBLEMS 

GUNS & AMMUNITION 
BULLET LUBE, Alox or Lithium bar, hollow or tolid, satis- 
faction or refund, 12th. year of lube makin 20 sticks 
$10.00 6.90 U.P.S.Ã‘Choot Machine &Tool &. Box 218 
Baldknob, Ark. 72010. 
Smith and W u w n  Model 29's .44 Mag 6'/i1', Nickel/Blue 
$369 FFL Onl dmbda Firfarm, R.D. #233, Alfred Sto- 
tion, N Y  1480k 

FOR SALE 
BLOW GUNS, AIR PISTOLS, CROSSBOWS. THE POWERFUL, SILENT. 
ACCURATE WEAPONS. BARGAIN PRICE CATALOG 25U. CROSSBOW- 
MAN, BOX 2159GM, PETALUMA, CA. 94952. 

GUN EQUIPMENT -- - 
"GUNS, TEAR GAS, HANDCUFFS, POLICE EQUIPMENT BY 
MAIL. NO PERMITS REQUIRED. SEND $1.00 FOR CATALOG 
TO: LAW ENFORCEMENT PRODUCTS. 5200 S. SAYRE. CHI- 
CAGO. ILL 60638." 

TARGET PISTOL GRIPS im rove your scores tremendousl 
Mold your rips, porfÃ§cffy to your own hand. Takes 40 
minutes, with our Instructions and Material Kit. Unbreak- 
able. Made tof i t  over your gun butt, and instantly remov- 
able. Send $3.95 for one grip kit. $5.95 for two grip kits 
post id) (Check or Mono Order-no C.O.D.'s please) 

!SPORTGRIP SCULPTURE STUDIOS, Box #296-C2, Wood- 
bury, N.Y. 11797. 

RUGER OWNERS: Nine Shot .22 Automatic Pistol M o p  
zine with free Thumb Save45.40. Walnut Target Gnps 
for 2 2  Automatic~tay with or without "A-100" stamped 
left side of pistol frame~S6.75. Add $1.00 for handling. 
Peaan's, Box 292, Bethel, Ct. 06801. 
Custom Contender Barrels: Octagon Rifling Available Also. 
Rifle Stocks & Barrels Available. Send SASE and 50t  For 
Information. Marshals, Rt #3, Box 266, Preston, Idaho 
83263 

RELOADERSI Reloadin benches, corn ct, stur 
where. Reload sittin trochure 25t. fi G Wok: i ,%~ 
#1, Berlin, NH 03590. 

GUNSMITHING 
Police Combat revolvers built on Smith 6 Weston. Schane 
Tool, 309 13th Avenue West, West Forgo, North Dakota 
58078. 

Your S&W M-28 Converted To 45 Colt, 44 Mag, 44 Spl., 
44/40, 41 Mag, 38/40. David Woodruff, Box 5, Bear, Del. 
19701. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
BEER CAN MORTAR. Complete information and detailed 
instructions, no complicated machinin ran e to 1000 
r d s .  Information on burstin pro'ectif& incfuded. Senc 
4.00. Pioneer Industries, Box 36, 14A Hughey St., 

Nashua NH 03061. 

PYROTECHNICAL: NOW AT LAST. detail construction nrn 
cedures and formulas on many p~rotechniwl devices 60" 
Blockbusters to Roman Candles. Parts and chemical service 
For catalog send $1.00 to Pioneer Ind., Box 36, 144 
Hughey St., Nashua, N.H. 03061. ,. 
REMEMBER THE OLD ASH CANS. MB0 etc? Complete do 
tailed instructions on above and many others. Send S3.M 
to: Pioneer Ind., Box 36, 14A Hughey St., Nashua, NH 
n i n A i  

VINYL BUMPERSTICKER proclaiming: "GOVERNMENT- 
Public Enemy No. 1" $1 each13 for $2. H-G Enterprises, 
Dept. H, Clarklake, Mich. 49234. 

CRIMEFIGHTERS Send $1.00 (Refundable) For Our Nev. 
Police Cotalo 0-PEC Dept. AH9, 9889 Alondra, Bell. 
flower. Calif. 90706. 

100-CARD ADULT BIBLE GAME . . .I Entertaining1 Educa 
tionall $1.00. Scriptgames, 5837-J Stewart, Sylvania, OH 
43560. - - -  

OPTICS - -  .--- 

GIANT OBSERVATION BINOCULARS 25x150 Finest Binoc 
ular ModeÃ‘Detail $2.00 Refundable With Purchase. MIL 
ITARY OPTICS, Box 30243-AH, St. Paul, Minn. 55175. 

For quick and 
easy reference 
AMERICAN 
HANDGUNNER 
MAGAZINE 
BINDERS 

Protect your  American 
Handgunner Magazines for 
years to  come wi th  this 
handy "MAGAZINE COL- 
LECTOR." The attractive 
leather-like vinyl binder will 
hold up to two full years of 
The American Handgunner 
and can stand either hori- 
zontally or vertically on your 
shelves. Available in either 
red or black with gold trim, 
the binder i s  8Y2" deep, 
11%" high, and 4" wide. Its 
handy label holder makes 
identification easy. For quick 
and easy American Hand- 
gunner reference, order 
yours today! 

2 for $5.95 
4 for $1 0.95 
6 for. $14.95 

Min. order two. Be sure and specify color. 

Mail to: AMERICAN HANDGUNNER 
MAGAZINE BINDERS 
8150 N. Central Park Ave. 
Skokie, Illinois 60076 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 
AMOUNT 

QUANTITY- COLOR__ ENCLOSED- 
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Join PMA to ImproveYour Shooting Skills 
Americds only organization dedicated 

I\ solely to police weapons training 
\ 

\ and competitive shooting. .- - 

' STEP-BY-STEP HELP FROM THE PROS t- 
l l 

If you want to learn the "secrets" of champions and the techniques of expert firearms 4 instructors . . . like Royce Weddle, Frank May, Allen Arrington, Tony Borgese 
'9 Â¥ and many more . . . you are invited to join the Police Marksman Association. 

PMA's membership roll is growing rapidly because we police shooters are 
special-a different type of shooter from civilian competitive shooters. For us, 
Training and Competition go hand-in-hand. 

Created exclusively for Law Enforcement Personnel and Officers, PMA is 
America's first organization dedicated to improving an officer's skills both as a 
training supplement and for competition. There are a lot of police groups 
around but none designed just for shooting and weapons training. Each of our 
member benefits are aimed at serving you and helping you become a better 

- marksman. 

PMA members are already exchanging ideas and techniques that will provide 
you with supplemental skills and knowledge you need to enhance your chances 
of survival in performance of duty. Join our thousands of satisfied members 
who agree that PMA is the EXTRA EDGE for winning- on the job and in 
matches. If you want to learn more, gain confidence, and ability to react, 
we'll be proud to have you join us. Here's why you should sign up today! 

The POLICE MARKSMAN Magazine -Available only to PMA Members! 
You'll receive the only magazine written by police officers and 

training experts for police shooters. Every issue of POLICE 
MARKSMAN is filled with info about combat shooting, bull's-eye 
shooting, and training techniques you can put into action im- 
mediately. 

The  champions and the training experts combine their 
talents . . . give away their "secrets" in professional "how-to" ar- 
ticles that guarantee to improve your shooting skills. You'll learn 
"How to Care for Equipment" . . . "How to Perfect Your 
Stance" . . . "The Effects  of Light  on  Sight Align-  
ment" . . . "Ways to Improve Your Aim and Your Draw". You'll 

Plus Get These Full-Fledged Member Benefits! 

You can join PMA either as a Full-Fledged Member or an Associate 
Member. In addition to  getting Police Marksman Magazine, as a Full- 
Fledged Member you enjoy these extra benefits: 

NOTE: Full-Fledged PMA membership available only to recognized 
Law Enforcement Personnel and Officers. 

P M A  M E M B E R S H I P  C A R D -  You will receive an official personal 
membership card identifying you as a Full-Fledged Member. 
SPECIAL M E M B E R  BUYING SERVICE-To assist you in-finding 
difficult to  locate equipment and t o  provide you with discount member 
buying privileges. 
E L I G I B L E  F O R  P M A  AWARDS-You become eligible for PMA 
national recognition awards: The Joerg-Sloan Trophy. The  Police 
Marksman Awards and Postal Matches. 
P M A  EMBLEM-You will be sent a handsome embroidered Police 

. . Marksman Association Patch to wear on your cap  o r  shirts. 
f - 

Associate members receive POLICE MARKSMAN Magazine only. 

be communicating, exchanging ideas, and learning from top 
shooters and training officers across the country in every page of 
POLICE MARKSMAN. 

Try shooting after reading just one issue of POLICE MARKS- 
MAN. This exciting, fact-filled magazine will give you all the ex- 
tra-edge you need for job security and training. And for competitive 
shooting, it will become as vital to reaching a 1400 score as 
speedloaders are! Complete your application card today and mail it 
along with your dues so you can start enjoying all PMA benefits. 
Your cost to join is only about the cost of three boxes of target 
ammo! There's even more . . . 

I 
I POLICE MARKSMAN ASSOCIATION I 

I 
I 

I 200 South Hull Street I 

I 
I 

I Montgomery, Alabama 36104 I 
I 

I 
1 Yes! Enroll me us a member of PMA as indicated below. If 1 am not : 
1 completely satisfied. I will notify you and you will refund my dues. I 
I 
I Full-Fledged Member: 1 yr.-Sl S-Eligible for :ill PMA Benefits : 
1 (open only for recognized law enforcement personnel.) 
I 

I 
Associate Member: 1 yr.-SIO (THE POLICE MARKSMAN : 

Mcigazine only) Open to interested shooters. ! 
Check one Dues enclosed; Hill me 

. 
! 

Exp. dcite ____- ! C'hiirge my: MC'# ! 
I ' BAC#. . Exp. diite I 

Ikink o n  which eiccount is drciwi I 
I 

NAME 1 I 

Street -- I 
I 

City -- State Zip ___- I 
! AH-1 ! 



Trans Alaska Pioeline Sets 
I 

802 cased, limited edition, numbered 
matched sets, each including a Colt .45 
and a Kershaw Knife are n o w  available 
from Pat's Gun Shop, Chugiak, Alaska. The 
guns are the first publicly available 
firearms from Colt's new specialty custom 
shop and the knives were specifically. 
created for these collector sets 
commemorating the Alaskan pipeline. 

The first Alaska 
inspired cased set. 
The first public 
run from Coifs 
new custom shop. 
The first time Colt 
has cased a Colt 
product with a 
non-Colt product. 1 

. , 
miles from Prudehoe Bay to Valdez Bearing the same serial number is the Colt single action 

0" to .45 army revolver specially prepared by Colt's new 
for each milepost. The custom shop. Thegun features unfluted cylinders, a 7l/2" 

included in each set barrel and is finely blued. "Colt single action army .45" is 
es a map engraved on the right side of the barrel. The left side of the 

barrel is engraved "Trans Alaska Pipeline: Milepost 
against a number 0 to 801 of 801". The revolvers are all in the 
ntaining 91,000 series with the last three digits of the serial number 

corresponding to the milepost number on each firearm. 

cornmodate both the knife and the revolver. Matched sets 
available from Pat's Gun Shop, Box 222, Chugiak, Alaska. 99567. 

1-907-688-241 7 
LASKAN SERIES DUE APPROXIMATELY AUTUMN, 1978 



.22 Long Rifle or .22 Win. Magn - 
You'll have two superb sporting calibers wi 
new Model 676 convertibles.. .Authentic 
western styling, each is fitted with 2 cyfind 
convertible to use either .22 Long Rifle or .2 
Win. Magnum cartridges. 6 shot single-actinp 
T double-action, side ejector 

available in a choice of&, 5% 
1% or 12 inch barrels, each 
Model 676 is handsomely finisht aÂ¥ 

k c . ?  with highly polished antique 
color-cased frame, blue-black 
cylinders and barrel. 

harrington & Richardson, -ic. 
Re ? Gardner. Masscfihusetts 
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