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Viking Combat, the best of both worlds.
Browning .45 design. Seecamp double action.
The Viking is uncompromised. It's the first gun to Viking production is limited. Only the best materials
combine the dependable, time-honored Browning .45 are used for each part, from the teakwood grips through
military design with the immediate responsiveness of the stainless steel construction. Constant checking of
Seecamp's* double action. It is designed and huilt to quality guarantees that the Viking is perfect in every
be the most dependable weapon of its kind in the world. respect.

Because of the craftsmanship, precise tol- Not everyone needs the Viking. But those who
erances and latest metallurgical technology involved, do shouldn't be without it.

ODI
a.D.l., Inc.• 124 Greenwood Ave., Midland Park, NJ 07432 • 201/444-4557 'Manufactured under license from Seecamp.



MICKEY FOWLER

COM8Ar SHOOrlNG
first look at the cross-draw. The location of
the gun is slightly to the left of the belt
buckle. These holsters are built on an
angle, to facilitate a quick draw, and posi
tion the muzzle so it doesn't point at any
part of the body when the weapon is.
holstered. This last point applies, no matter
which position is chosen.

CROSS-DRAW HOLSTERS
Some advantages of the cross-draw are

quick access from the hands clasped and
hands at shoulder-high positions. It is also
an excellent choice for events such as the
Flying M stages, which require knocking a
can off a rest with the strong hand before
drawing. As your hand sweeps the can off
its rest, it naturally comes to your holster.
It's also a good choice for use when riding
in a vehicle. Some disadvantages are a
slower draw from the hand hanging at
your side and parade rest positions. It is
also harder to conceal than a kidney posi
tion rig.

Another popular position is just ahead
of the right hip bone point. This is very fast
for hands placed shoulder high, hands
hanging and the parade rest start posi
tions. The best of these holsters are gener
ally angled on a slight forward rake. This
helps keep your wrist and forearm prop
erly positioned for the draw. Few adjust
ments are required; once the hand con
tacts the pistol grip. Some disadvantages of
this position are difficult concealment and
poor access in a vehicle. Carrying the
pistol behind the right hip bone in the
kidney position is widely used in IPSC
competition. The gun is easily concealed in
this position. Holsters worn this way gener
ally have a slight butt forward rake, and
are built to pull the grip into the body. If
start positions are parade rest, palms
touching in the small of the back, or hands
hanging at the side, this is a good choice.

When purchasing your practical pistol
match holster make sure your belt is made
of good quality leather and that when your
pistol is holstered the trigger guard is
covered. Any holster for an automatic
pistol which leaves the trigger guard and
trigger exposed should never be used for
safety reasons. I would recommend pur
chasing a belt-and-holster com bination,

Continued on page 24

Editor's note: Beginning with this is
sue of the American Handgunner, Jerry
Rakusan's Industry Insider column will
appear regularly on the page facing the
inside back cover.

Now you'll have to read tbe magazine
from cover to cover before having an
opportunity to go behind tbe firearms
industry scene witb Jerry to learn first
band wbat's going on in the world of
guns, ammo, tbeir accessories and
sbooting sports generally.

Because of tbe longtime popularity of
his column, we bet tbere will be many
readers wbo will turn to tbe back of tbe
book first, like tbe Chinese do. L.D.

Vigorous physical movement courses
were added, which required positive reten
tion of the contestant's pistol. Anyone
whose gun falls from its holster is
disqualified. Once again, course design
dictated equipment design.

The year 1981 saw IPSC (International
Practical Pistol Confederation) write a de
finitive "holster rule." I won't go into all
the details of this rule, but it does disallow
any of the low-slung gunfighter rigs with
leg ties. The contestant's holster and maga
zines must be worn on his pants belt.

Current IPSC rules do not specify what
position on your belt the holster is to be
worn. There are three common positions
used in practical pistol shooting. Using a
right-handed shooter as an example let's

holster? What are the adyantages and
disadvantages of the cross-draw versus the
strong-side position?

Answer: Early practical pistol matches
had few regulations on holster design.
Most of these events required little or no
vigorous physical movements. The posi
tion of the drawing hand was literally
hovering over the gun. Open front rigs on
low-slung gunbeIts, some with leg tie
downs, were a common sight. These outfits
were extremely fast, but gave almost no
gun retention; impractical for anything
but fast-draw events.

As practical pistol match design ad
vanced, holster development kept pace.
The old hand-hovering start position was
replaced by such positions as hands
clasped on center line of body at chest
level, hands held shoulder high with wrists
showing from behind in the surrender
position, the parade rest position (which
locates the hands touching in the small of
the back) and others.

BIANCHI CUP WINNER DISCUSSES
HOLSTERS AND COMSTOCK COUNT

YOU CAN BE AN EXPERT

1GUNSMITH IN LESS THAN
SIX MONTHS1START NOW AND EARN YOUR DIPLOMA

AT HOME IN YOUR SPARE TIME.
lOUR' fAMOUS STAff Of EXPERTS WILL TEACH YOU:

1
. BASIC/MASTER GUN REPAIR· CUSTOMIZING· CHOKES
• ACCURIZING • BLUEING. SPORTERIZING • SCOPES
• BALLISTICS SECRETS. HOW TO BUY WHOLESALE

1 . RELOAOING fOR PISTOL ANO RifLE· SHOTGUNS
• HOW TO GET YOUR fEOERAL fiREARMS LICENSE

1 PLUS MUCH MOREl
PROVEN METHODS-CHARTS-EXPLODED VIEWS

1 ACCREDITED & APPROVED BY STATE & NATIONAL
AGENCIES & BY THE VA. FOR GI BENEFITS

1 OVER 40,000 STUDENTS SINCE 1946
MAIL TODAY OR CALL (602) 990-8346

1-------------1. Please RUSH full 1010 on how I can become a profes-

1
Sional gunsmith the QUICK, easy home. study waY"1
No obligation. No salesman will call

1 NAME -- AGE --I
ADDRESS _

1 ' CITY STATE -- ZIP --'1
• . MODERN GUN REPAIR SCHOOL DEPT. CG53

I • 2538 N. 8TH ST., PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85006 ,...------.-----

Question: I am going to start shooting
combat matches, with a .45 auto. What
type of holster should I purchase? In what
location on the body should I wear my

6 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER· MAY IJUNE 1983...



HANDGUN lurHER

NEW HOLSTERS BY BILL ROGERS
MAY BE ULTIMATE FOR .45 AUTOS

BOB ARGANBRIGHT

I recently requested a .45 auto holster
from Bill Rogers for evaluation and re

ceived one of his new World Shoot models.
This is a strong-side holster cut deep in

the front, making it very fast. I had two
reservations about this model. I was afraid
it might not provide the security I wanted.
And I want my holsters to be made of
leather; this holster is constructed of a syn
thetic material and lined with leather.

Another Rogers holster I examined
recently-the Hackathorn model-is
similar to the World Shoot model except
that the front extends up to the forward
edge of the ejection port on the .45, and a
tension screw is placed just below the trig
ger guard. I was pleased to see that the
Hackathorn model (named for Ken
Hackathorn, a champion combat shooter)
was leather both inside and out, with the
synthetic material sandwiched in
between: a far better holster than the tradi
tional two-thicknesses-of-Ieather with steel
liner. The synthetic, plastic-like liner may
be molded, producing a fit that will not
change with wear. Rogers assured me that
this holster will withstand extended prone
shooting, without damage.

Only 1,000 Hackathorn signature hols
ters have been produced. They have been
greatly improved by adding a hip plate on
the back side of the belt loop and Velcro on
the plate.

Rogers has introduced a belt of two
thicknesses-of-Ieather with a synthetic
stiffener and Velcro on the back side for
positioning the holster properly.

The Hackathorn model has a slight butt
forward angle. The Velcro, however, al
lows some minor adjustments of the hol
ster angle, before pressing the two surfaces
together to lock the holster firmly in place.

My Bill Wilson .45 auto fit tightly in the
new "Hack." Rogers instructed me to spray
the inside of the holster with a silicone
treatment (such as that used in the Bianchi
leather care kit) and then leave the .45 in it
for 24 hours so the holster adjusts to the
specific gun to be carried. After doing this,
the gun draws effortlessly.

FUMBLE-FREE DRAW
I like this holster. The final version

closely resembles a high-ride Anderson
Thunderbolt model without muzzle rake.
The front welt construction allows use of
even the highest, sharpest target front sight
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without damage to the holster, and places a
minimum amount of leather at the grip
trigger guard junction. This is critical for a
maximum speed, fumble-free draw.

I understand IPSC (International Practi
cal Shooting Confederation) ace Mike
Plaxco is using a similar Rogers rig, with a
muzzle forward angle. Plaxco won the
1982 Steel :ChaIIenge match, attesting to
the speed inherent in one of these holsters.

The original Anderson Thunderbolt was
the fastest secure holster ever manufac
tured for the big Colt pistol. Its sole draw
back, however, was that it was heavy and
made to be worn on a 2~ inch gunbelt
around the hips, which limited its
practicality.

The new breed of Rogers holsters of
similar design, while lighter in weight and
made to be worn on a 13;4 inch waist belt,
may be the ultimate hip holster for the Colt
.45 auto. All for around $45.

Another worthwhile leather product is
Bill Wilson's magazine pouch, modified.
He uses a Rogers Idaho Reloader pouch
which he attaches to the leading edge of his
regular double pouch made, I believe, by
Gordon Davis. The Rogers pouch was
butt-joined to the leather double pouch
and attached permanently with rivets. Be
cause the belt loop of the Rogers pouch
was not attached to the belt, it projected
slightly outward from Wilson's body. This
prcfVides additional clearance and reduces
the chance of magazine fumbling during
fast reloading. Wilson glued a magazine
base pad to the bottom of the pouch, mak
ing the magazine ride slightly on the high
side, above the other two.

As an ex-custom holster maker, I intend
to design a similar triple magazine .....
pouch for my own use. ~
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It's the only magazine that gives
you regularly featured articles
on:
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* Reloading
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* Self Defense
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* Customizing
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gives you the opportunity to win
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handgun each issue, with its
Custom Gun Giveaway Contest.
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Enjoy the convenience of shopping by mail for great book values. These
fine books make a great addition to your home library. or a special gift
for a friend or relative. And. if you order three or more books. we'lI send
you a 25th Anniversary GUNS All-Fabric Patch. absolutely free!

*
GUNS **SHOP-BY-MAIL *

BOOK CENTER *

COMBAT HANDGUNS. Here's the expert's
guide to selection. loading. tuning. customiz
ing. and maintaining a handgun. The most
definitive work of its kind. this is a complete
reference volume on handguns. revolvers.
and autoloaders. plus their ammunition and
accessories. Evaluation of 25 production
models. including 6 with a perfect score. Full
specifications. detailed illustrations and /or
exploded drawings of each handgun.
#701 $19.95

Amount

A GUIDE TO HANDMADE
KNIVES. The official direc
tory of the Knifemaker's
Guild. Find out all about in
vesting in handmade
knives. knife collecting.
custom knives. the tech
niques and materials used
by Guildmakers. and the se
lection and commission of a
handmade knife.
#709 $9.50

IN THE GRAVEST EXTREME.
Explores the role of the fire
arm in personal protection.
Seventeen chapters of
streetwise information that
every gun owner needs.
Now you can read the full
story-find out what hap
pens to you when and if you
use a gun for self-defense.
#704 $7.00

Title Code

,..----1i L'iTRF,(:R"IIEl>"TI'}.'l1IEMIl

I ";:'~~l I

: - I

, I
i

I

SURVIVAL GUNS. If you believe that civiliza
tion is on a short fuse which could be ignited
by terrorism. monetary collapse. food short
age. or nuclear attack. this book's for you. De
voted entirely to selecting. modifying. and
using both defense and hunting weapons
under long term survival conditions. 458
pages with more than 200 photographs and
illustrations.
#706 $9.95

ILLUSTRATED GUIDE TO
PISTOLS AND REVOLVERS.
Examine close-up. 130 re
volvers and self-loading
automatic pistols. The
World's most significant
handguns are lavishly
photographed in full color.
Each is accompanied by
concise information on the
weapon's development and
use.
#703 $8.95

MODERN GUNS. Contains
the most comprehensive
identification and value
gUide to guns available to
day. Features over 2500
models and more than 1700
illustrations. Includes a spe
cial glossary of firearms
terms. 448 pages of essen
tial data for the collector.
dealer or guns enthusiast!
#708 $11.95

Postage & Handling _
(Add $2.00 for one book. $1.00 for each additional book.)
Total Amount Enclosed: Check/MO _
Visa/MC Number Exp Date: _
Signature _
NAME _

CITY STATE ZIP _

Mail your order to:
GUNS BOOKS. Dept. 120AH-5, 591 Camino de la Reina .
San Diego, CA 92108
Please allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery.
Multiple book orders may be shipped in more than one package.
California residents. add 6% sales tax.

***************************************************....
....
.... Please send me the following books:
: Title Code Amount
........
....
....
....
....
: Total Book Amount: _
....
....
....
....
....
t.............
: ADDRESS _
..........
................
................

HOW TO PROTECT YOUR LIFE AND PROPERTY.
Prepares you against becoming a victim of
Robbery. Assault. Mugging. Murder. Rape. Car
Theft. Burglary. Fraud. Other subjects in
clude: Easy-to-Use Self-Defense for Anyone
at any Age. How Not to be Taken in by Scams
and Schemes. plus the most comprehensive
report on Tear Gas every published. More
than 290 eye-opening pages.
#705 $10.95

THE RIGHTS OF GUN
OWNERS. The first compila
tion of all federal and state
statutes in one volume.
Covers every aspect of gun
law. from constitutional
guarantees to licenses. regi
stration. concealed weap
ons. waiting periods. am
munition purchases and
more.
#702 $6.95

HOME GUIDE TO MUZZLE
LOADERS. All the basic
need-to-know information
for the new black powder
user as well as the experi
enced pro. Find out all
about: Powder manufacture
and hazards. restoring the
antique muzzle loader. au
thentic accessories and how
to make them. plus much
more.
#707 $14.95

• 25th ANNIVERSARY
* PATCH **

With every order of 3 or more books. we'lI
send you a FREE all-fabric 25th Anniversary
GUNS PATCH for your hat or jacket. These col
orful patches will soon become collector's
items. Send your book order to us now and
get your patch while supplies last.
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DAN COTTERMAN

HANDI.OADING

bullet provides enough resistance for good
burning."

HOT HUNTING LOAD
In concluding, Simanskey notes his in

tent to try gas checks and re-check ve
locities. He also notes that, thus far, he has

Continued on page 72

slightly and try again. Chambers should be
clean to allow cases to slide in easily. Do
not expand the case mouths until after the
case length has been determined.

"Hodgdon's H-11O powder was a sur
prise in its consistency and cleanliness of
burning with a lead bullet and lighter load.
Maybe the small case allows use of the
standard primer, or maybe the hard-cast

Call this a compressed charge, if you
. will, because reloading information
from readers of this column is coming in at
such a high rate it has become necessary to
stick to essentials. Letters will, therefore,
be quoted briefly, or simply paraphrased,
in order to cram in as much valuable re
loading talk as possible.

David Simanskey, whose mailing ad
dress is 3712 Waldo Road, Midland, MI
48640, suggests a rimmed version of the .30
Carbine case for use in a K-frame S&W, or
perhaps the Ruger Security Six. He reloads
for a Ruger Blackhawk in .30 Carbine cali
ber, which functions well with the rimless
version.

"My load for the .30 Carbine Black
hawk;' he writes, "is relatively mild. I use
an RCBS .30 caliber, liS-grain soft point
cast bullet of Linotype metal without a gas
check, sized to .309 inch with eCI 400 pri
mers and II grains of.H-1I0 powder. The
average velocity is about 1,250 fps with lit
tle shot-to-shot variation.

"Case length must be such that all cases
in any chamber will allow free cylinder ro
tation. Loading manuals state a maximum
case length or trim-length dimension. Ig
nore those except as a starting area (of
length). Chamber six resized cases, and, if
there is any binding on rotation, trim all six

READERS WRITE ABOUT RELOADING
FOR .30 CARBINE, .45LC, WEBLEY

DEALERS INQUIRE

10 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER· MAY/JUNE 1983



REMINGTON 1100
EXOTIC WEAPON SYSTEM

Need more firepower? How does a twelve-gauge machine gun sound? Now you can
convert your Remington 1100 semiauto into a selective-fire assault shotgun that will
blow any other small arm off the map! This latest addition to Paladin's Exotic Weapons
series is filled with over 70 close-up photos, machinist's drawings, and of course, full
scale templates. The conversion process retains all original parts (except for safety) and
can be accomplished with hand tools, Only 11 new parts are required: it's that simple!
Equipped with a ten-shot magazine and assault stock, your full auto 1100 will be the
survivalist's assault shotgun without peer. Order this complete "how-to" workshop
manual today, to learn all about this weapon of tomorrow! 9 x 12, machinist's drawings
and photos, softcover, 88 pp, $12.00

COMBAT SURVIVAL
Never before available to the pub
lic. An extremely useful, complete
manual on physical and combat
survival, training, and tactics. Con
tains rare info on evading and si
lencing guard dogs, sabotage,
intelligence gathering, survival
navigation, primitive medicine,
evasion and escape, animal traps,
and much more! 8lhx 11, softcover,
illus., 160 pp. $14.95

COURSE NOTES

COMBAT
SURVIVAL

HOME WORKSHOP SILENCERS I

Fantastic, large-format guide to making an smg or pistol
silencer in the home workshop. Over 509" .12" working
machlnlltl drawlngl are presented, all of superb quality.
Shows step-by-step construction for three different fire
arm silencers, all of very advanced design. Improvised
materials and machining techniques are suggested, and
the text is' written clearly and conci~ely. An excellent
addition to your silencer bookshelf! Note: Home Work·
Ihop Silence.. 1is for entertainment and historical pur
poses only 9 x 12, softcover, iIIus., T? pp.' $12.00

LIVE OFF THE LAND
IN THE CITY AND COUNTRY

by Ragnar Benson
An all-new, practical guide written
especially for survivalists and
retreaters. Containing twenty
chapters with over 100 photos and
diagrams, Live 011 the Lend re
veals old Indian secrets and advice
on survival medicine, firearms,
preserving food, diesel generation
and much more. 5lf2 x 8'h, hard
cover, illus., 260 pp. $1'.15

SILENCERS, SNIPERS & ASSASSINS
. by J. David Truby

Explosive interviews provide insight into the use of
silencers on missions of intrigue and assassination. Ex
CIA agents, U.S. Army Special Forces operatives and
Marine snipers talk about the deadly role of the silencer
in espionage, clandestine operations, and secret war. J.
David Truby traces the development and usage of
silencers from their invention in 1908, through WWII
resistance groups, to American snipers in the Korean
conflict. 81> x , 1, hardcover, 200 photos, 214 pp. $17.15

YOU CAN'T MISS
by John Shaw

Two-time IPSC champion John Shaw instructs you in
the fine art of combat handgunning, as only a world·
class expert can. Shaw takes the reader from the funda
mental level all the way up to advanced status. Numerous
close-up photos show every detail of his favorite tech
niques. which are meant to make you a better combat
shooter both on and off the range. Topics include stan·
ces. zeroing. sight picture, hip shooting. night shooting.
assault courses, modifying your handgun. clearing jams.
multiple targets, speed draws. reloading, and much
more. 51h x 8'h. softcover. iIIus., 148 pp. SI.95

THE AR·7 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM
A comprehensive home workshop guide for the gun buff
and hobbyist machinist. Over fifty working machinist's
drawings, photos, and full-scale templates show exactly
how to convert the AR-7 .22 survival rifle into a full-auto
silenced machine pistol or rifle. Step-by-step instruc
tions detail howto modify the weapon's original receiver,
fabricate new sear and safety. as well as make a simple.
efficient silencer group assembly. 9 th x 12, softcover,
machinist's drawings. photos. full-scale templates.
72 pp. $12.00

S.W.A.T. TEAM MANUAL
by Capi. Robert Cappel

The first SWAT team manual ever
published covers theories, tactics,
and training techniques used by a
first-rate SWAT team. Formerly re
stricted to police use only, this
manual features over 100 illustra
tions outlining SWAT team tactics
and ops. Covers: team and equip
ment selection, counter guerrilla
ops, and more! 81,7 )( 11, softcover,
illus., 150 pp. $12.00

NINJA DEATH TOUCH
by Ashid~ kim

Arcane secrets of an unholy
science that kills with the wave of a
hand! Certain ninja practiced the
Death Touch, a type of black med
icine that destroys through ma
nipulation of the body's nervous.
circulatory. and chi systems. learn
Dim Hsueh. Dim Ching, and the
infamous Dim Male techniques. il
lustrated with step-by-step photos.
5'h x 8'h, softcover. iIIus.. 104 pp.

$10.00

AUTOMATIC & CONCEALABLE FIREARMS
DESIGN BOOK, VOL. II

Now, 10 unique firearms designs for the home gunsmith
or machinist. Three designs cover selective fire modifi
cation olthe Colt .451911A1, the Heckler & KoCh 91-93,
and the Winchester Model 64 .22. Other designs present
unusual improvised weapons for the home armorer
including .22 Knuckle Gun, .12 Gauge Shotgun Pistol,
.22 Short Mini Machine Pistol and more. High-quality
drawings accompany text explaining construc.tion and
operatin'g details. 81,7 x 11, softcover, photos and dia
grams, 64 pp. $12.00

THE MINI-14 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM

Use this new home workshop guide to convert your Mini
into a selective-fire, silenced. SWAT-type weapon! Pro·
vides complete workshop plans, 50 close-up photos,.
and full-scate templates. This conversion proces's re
quires no machining or special tools. Once completed, it
takes just five minutes to drop in the Automatic Connec
tor (the book's secret!) or'remove it as needed. Also
includes detailed plans for a quick-and-easy caliber .223
silencer. The finest selective-fire conversion manual
Paladin has ever published! 9 x 12, sottcover, photos,
templates, 72 pp. $12.00

HOME WORKSHOP GUNS VOL. I
THE SUBMACHINE GUN .... $10.00

HOME WORKSHOP GUNS VOL. II
THE HANDGUN $10.00

THE REVENGE BOOK , , , ,$ '.00
FULL AUTO VOL. I (AR-1S) . , , .. $ 4.15
AUTO & CONCEALABLE'fIREARMS

DESIGN BOOK I. . . . . ... $12.00
AUTO & CONCEALABLE FIREARMS

DESIGN BOOK III ., $12.00
GET EVEN II . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $11.95

GET EVEN:
The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks
A hilarious overview of the meth
ods people use to get even with big
business, government, and ene
mies. More sophisticated and in
volved tricks are included, such as
ones devised by CIA and Mafia
members and political dirty tricks
ters. Over 80 sections present dirty
tricks ranging from simple to elab
orate in nature. 5lh x 8lh, hard
cover, 180 pp. $11.15

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED

OTHER FASCINATING TITLES
SECRETS OF THE NINJA $16.95
DEATH DEALER'S MANUAL. $10.00
SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONAL

TECHNIQUES $14.15
SURVIVAL POACHING $14.15
HOW TO KILL VOL. I· ..... $ 8.00
HOW TO KILL VOL. II· ,$ 8.00
HOW TO KILL VOL. III· $ 6.00
HOW TO KILL VOL. IV· . .$ 8.00
HOW TO KILL VOL. V· .$ 8.00
(·NOT AVAILABLE IN CANADA)

THE COMPLETE BOOK Of
COMBAT HANDGUNNING

by Chuck Taylor
All aspects of combat handguns
and their use are covered in this
complete manual. Hundreds of il
lustrations show using survival
handguns, preparing the handgun
for combat, caring for handguns,
and handgun stopping power. An
important firearms book for sur
vivalists and combat handgun
owners. 8lh x 11, softcover, illus.,
200 pp. $12.15

p------------------I ·t Send S1 fo' latestPALADIN PRESS PALADIN1 PO BOX 1307-BPE CATALOG.

BOUWER, CO 80306 ~~ Catalog freeI Phone (303) 443·7250 __~ with order.

1 Call TOLL fREE for credit card orders: HI00-B24-7888; Ask for Operator #24'1.1 in California. 1-~2-7777;Alaska & Hawaii, Hlc.824-7919.

1 Pie..... send _1M folowina lilies:

1 -- •
1-'-- ---- --------.I Bill my: 0 VISA 0 MasterCard Exp. Date--- •

SUBTOTAL

I cardN~. •
Please include

1NAME S2 postage
ADDRESS and handling. •

CITY • STATE ' ZIP___ TOT,4L _I1._-------------------------_...._------------- -'
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MASSAD AYOOB

coprAUC

CHAPMAN ACADEMY
lSI, MISS, or Chapman Intermediate

No one course, however, will do it for
you. Studying the handgun is like studying
theology: there is no one true religion, and
the better you understand each discipline
out there, the better you will be prepared
to meet your maker (or, as some of us
teach, postpone that meeting as long as
possible).

In the January-February issue of the
American Handgunner, we gave you a
study guide covering elementary courses
through intermediate, and starting on ad
vanced. In intermediate and advanced,
there are certain special aspects you'll
want to learn.

SHOOTING SCHOOL COURSE COSTS
WELL WORTH THE MONEY CHARGED

Editor's note: Here is the last of a three
part series by Massad Ayoob on shooting
schools. They're places where pistol and re
volver shooters-both police and civilians
go either to learn the basics or brush up on
their marksmanship skills. The series
covers everything you need to know, with
respect to the selection of available schools
with courses designed to meet your
objectives.

I n the last two columns, we've touched
on some little-known facts about se

lecting a handgun academy, where you can
refine your skills with sidearms. This time,
let's look at various courses of study
offered by some of the nation's top
instructors.

RELIABILITY
ACCURACY
QUALITY

BELLS
CUSTOM SHOP

Mag-Na-Port® is the original muzzle vent·
ing process_ An authorized dealer can
increas·e his sales with no inventory in
volved. Ship the guns to us and we'll do the
work. For more information on Mag·Na·
Port® or the Mag-Na·Port® Custom Ruger
Conversions write for free literature.

~
$ 30016 S. River Road

Mt. Clemens, MI 48045
• Call: (313) 469·6727

ARMS,INC. (u.s. Patent No. 3808943

Specialists in
Combat & Competition

Handguns

Send self
addressed
stamped
envelope for
complete price
list.

Over 50 Yrs. Experience
Satisfaction Guaranteed

BELLS CUSTOM SHOP
3313 MANN HElM ROAD
Franklin Park, Illinois 60131

(312) 678-1900

In my opinion, the best way to ade
quately study the handgun is to take every
course available. A lot of my own training
has been in places out of bounds to civil
ians: half a dozen Smith & Wesson
Academy courses, and almost that many
NYCPD Firearms and Tactics Training
programs, among many others. I've even
taken courses that not one in a hundred
cops could get into if they wanted to, such
as the superb Officer Safety and Survival
Program taught at the Federal Law
Enforcement Training Center in Glynco,
Georgia.

In one sense, training is expensive; but
when you look at it in the long term, it's
incredibly cost-effective. A $400 course at
APr; lSI, LFI, MSI (see end of column for
definitions of these abbreviations) or the
Chapman Academy sounds expensive un
til you realize that it's only the price of a
Colt .45 auto, or a Smith & Wesson .357
with a good set ofleather. By and large, the
training will do a lot more for you than the
gun.

will make you a fine pistol shot.
Chapman's Advanced should not be
missed. It is the only course available to
civilians that teaches you to do things with
a handgun that you would have thought
impossible. All my graduates are urged to
continue their training with a Chapman
Academy course.

Every shooter should take one of John
Farnam's two-day courses on the
Duelatron targets. Farnam is a fine instruc
tor, and his $30,00 worth of computerized
shoot/don't shoot targets give you a
unique training experience.

For self-defense shooting, knowing
when to shoot is often more important than
knowing how to shoot. My Lethal Force
Institute courses address that area. API
alumni taking my course feel they have
had a graduate study experience; yet, I tell
my gratuates that API-like the Chapman
Academy-should be on their list of
courses to take. The two concepts do not
compete, they complement, no matter
which direction the students come in from.
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Now
you
call it a

itie®
The lowly flashlight has historically been

treated as jUst one more way of selling
batteries. Usually nothing more than a
sheet metal cylinder with a switch and a
reflector. "Usually" they last just about as
long as the original batteries.

Of course, on the job professionals like
police, firemen and field engineers de
mand more.. .they use the Mag-Lite.

Constructed of aircraft grade aluminum
with the exacting tolerances of a fine
machine tool, the Mag-Lite features: a pat
ented, totally sealed self-cleaning switch
and is O-ringed throughout for maximum
moisture resistance. More ... the Mag-Lite is
the original adjustable beam flashlight.

With jUst '!4 turn of its
headcap, the patented
cam action system lets
you go from a full in
tensity spot, to a soft

~ ..... "covering" flood.
.-J The right light for any job!

Available at most sport
ing goods, hardware and
police equipment outlets.

rna

VALUABLE TRAINING
Training is more precious than the guns

we use. When people ask, "Why should I
pay $400 to study with Ray Chapman?" I
answer: "Chapman sees more rounds fired
from handguns in a year than you'll see in
your lifetime. Just ask him for advice on

the next three handguns you're thinking °M,wang'te:Instrument nil
about buying, and you'll save more than II
the tuition right there."

Cooper was right about too many com- PO. Box 1840, Ontario, California 91762
FREE BROCHURE ON REQUEST

Continued on page 27 I '---------;,;,,;,---__-'

There are a multitude of shooting styles
to fit a multitude of body shapes and mus
cle systems of students. Many programs
such as the Lethal Force Institute, Chap
man Academy and Defense Training
Inc.-show the student each technique and
let him (or her) decide with what they do
best. If a school tells you there is only one
way to shoot, it's a little like studying theol
ogy under Sun Myung Moon: if the guru
puts down another belief, it's probably be
cause he fears that it may be superior to
his. You may get a lot out of a course that
teaches "the one true way;' but take it with
an open mind.

OTHER COURSES
Ifselfdefense is on your mind, start with

a course in the judicious use of deadly
force, and hone your pistolcraft skills later.
If you're a sportshooter, save your $400 tu
ition at Lethal Force Institute; instead,
take an elementary safety and handgun
handling course with a local, N RA
certified handgun instructor, and then go
on to the nearest Basic Pistolcraft course.
Study the literature from the various aca
demies, and select a shooting school taught
by champions who have a reputation for
imparting their winning techniques. Per
sonally, I would finish with a Chapman
Advanced Course.

The study of using the handgun under
pressure-in a match, in the game fields, or
in a gunfight-is a study in stress control.
Local community colleges hold classes in
sports physiology and biofeedback (great
for competition shooters), and body lan
guage and crisis intervention (incredibly
useful in street defense situations). Study
of the martial arts should be mandatory
for people who carry guns with the inten
tion of using them in a kill-or-be-killed
fight.

If you want to be good with the hand
gun, in any of its serious applications, re
member it's a lifetime study-and a
lifetime study begins with the best formal
training you can get. I had that training
with the best police and civilian academies'
and, on more than one occasion, it has kept
me and other people alive. I eventually
reached the point of teaching it myself,
and have had the opportunity to "make
the pilgrimage to sit at the feet of the mas
ters;' people such as Charles Askins, Bill
Jordan and Jeff Cooper. My own study
brought me in contact with world and na
tional champions, and what I learned from
them was invaluable.

RWS Rlmflre Cartridges have
been winning Olympic Medals,
European Championships, and
setting records for nearly half a
century.
If smallbore is your game, RWS
Rlmflre Cartridges allow you the
select opportunity of choosing be
tween four long rifle match car
tridges, and a short rapid-fire
match pistol cartridge. All RWS
Rlmflre Cartridges feature opti
mum bullet designs for their in
tended uses, special bullet lubri
cants, and nickle-plated cases.
All RWS Rlmflre Cartridges are
packaged in unique' protective
trays, ensuring that bullet lubri
cants remain free from contami
nation.

~3
. """"'.' "''''' ".'"."""'.......'" .,.""""'" ,,"'"',.,-, I
_PIli
Big winners of
the smallbore

RWS Flobert Cartridges.
The small shots that
perform bigger than life.
RWS Flobert CB, BB, and Blank
Cartridges have achieved world
wide recognition for consistent
high performance.
Intended primarily as indoor tar
get cartridges, RWS 22 Flobert
Ammunition (small shots), are also
useful for eliminating small pests
at limited ranges.
RWS .22 Blank Cartridges their
performance is bigger than life it
self, ideal for starter pistols.

II.~
Dqnamil Nobel

DYNAMIT NOBEL OF AMERICA INC.

105 STONEHURST COURT NORTHVALE, N. J. 07647
201-767-1660
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Buy One ID811 Book, Get One Free!

Gun Digest Book Of

MODERN GUN VALUES 4th Edition

#MG5846

By Jack Lewis

This updated and expanded edition of
the book that's become the standard
for valuing modem firearms is 16 pages
larger than its predecessor and covers
all non-military guns introduced be
tween 1900 and 1981. Covers thou
sands of guns and hundreds of varia
tions of the most popular and not-so
popular models that are most likely to
appear on dealers' shelves or in the
closets of collectors. Nearly 2000
photos and drawings complement the
text. While prices continue to rise on
most firearms, the rate of increase is
somewhat less than in the incredible

1970's. The author looks at the current
economy and its effect on used firearms
prices, and gives the reader an idea of
what to expect from prices and values
in the years ahead. All guns are listed
alphabetically by manufacturer within
their proper sections for easy reference.
Includes specifications, introduction
and discontinuance dates. All values
have been fully updated to give the
gun owner a current reference whether
he's buying, selling, trading or updating
the value of his collection.
400 8%" x 11" pages.

8g95

#RG2816

Using ordinary workshop tools, Wood
teaches gun owners how to replace
and repair broken parts without weld
ing; tighten shotguns and revolvers;
repoint firing pins and auto pistol strik
ers;'make simple grips, and much more.
Simple small-shop procedures perfec
ted during his 30 years of gunsmithing
are explained with step-by-step photos
and iUustrations. For the gun owner
without sophisticated equipment, the
shop operator without a resident gun
smith, the collector and professional
without available parts.
288 8%" x 11" pages.

Gun Digest Book Of

RIFLESMITHING
By Jack Mitchell

How to perform most of the functions
of a rifle gunsmith, both simple and
complex. Begins with the special tools
needed, reviews locking systems, ex
traction and ejection systems.
Discusses box magazine modifications,
metal checkering and shortening the
Model 70 Winchester action. How to
make bolt handle alterations, adjust for
headspace, install scope mounts, bed
and barrel an action, reduce recoil,
install sling swivels, polish and blue.
Covers triggers, safeties, metallic rifle
sights, barrel rifling and crowning, bolt
jeweling, stocks and forearms, stock
woods and finishes, care, maintenance
and restoration. Much more.
256 8%" x 11 " pages.

Mitchell attacks the largest, yet least
understood segment of this most pop
ular of gun hobbies with a detailed ex
planation of the handgun actions, and
in-depth discussions of all the major
functions of a pistolsmith from smooth
ing, tuning and timing, joining, metal
tempering, and rebarrelling to trouble
shooting, accurizing, installing and
altering sights and making replacement
parts. Includes projec;ts for building
your own 45 automatic and rebuildir.tg a
junker pistol. Extensive catalog of gun
smithing tools plus a directory of gun
smith suppliers. 288 8%"x 11" pages.

Gun Digest Book Of GUNSMITHING: THE TRICKS
PISTOLSMITHING OF THE TRADE ~~--" .. ,,"'.____
By Jack Mitchell By J. B. Wood

Gun Digest Book Of

SHOTGUN
GUNSMITHING
By Ralph Walker
As the nation's top shotgun specialist,
Walker covers aspects of the shotgun, its
repair and customizing that most gun
owners have never before considered.

. Chapters on patterning, headspace,
leading and rust problems, 16-gauge
conversions, replacement of non-avail
able barrels, stock fitting. Matching the
shotshell to the gun. Basic choke sys
tems and howtheywork. Full explanation
ofthe long forcing cone chamber.lnbuilt
chokes, Poly-Choke, Winchoke, the Cutts
Compensator - how they work and in
stallation instructions for the gunsmith.
Histories of the smoothbore and the shot
shell as well as the development of the
various gauges. 256 8%" x 11" pages.

#PS9546

[
!
( .

.~~
f PISTOLSMITHING
f,
I /

I j);\.
~ / ' • ,. "r·
!

USE COUPON ON OPPOSITE PAGE TO ORDER NOW!
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Buy One IDal1 Book, Get One Free!

C
Send These

FREE!

GUN DIGEST
BLACK POWDER
LOADING MANUAL

By Sam Fadala
Extensive load table data on
the most popular black pow
der guns, plus articles on the
importance of the patch
propellants, much more. 224
8 W'x II"pages.

#BM9526 $9.95

#KN9836 $8.95

KNIVES '83
Edited by Ken Warner

State of the art toda2' and the
trends oftomorrow. Hundreds
of photos & descriptions of
new custom & factory knives.
The most complete directory
ofthe knife world ever assem
bled. 224 8W'x 11" pages.

, HANDLOADER'S DIGEST
9th Edition .

Edited by Ken Warner
Loaded with all-new how-to
articles on every aspect of
loading rifle, Jlistol and
shotgun ammo. Covers tools.
technill.ues and materials.
ExtenSive directory of com
ponents. 320 8W'x 11" pages.

#HA2096 $9.95

5
Book;; Book;;

5
Book;; Book ;;

5
Book;; Book;;

Column "B" Total 5

PLUS postage,
insurance and
handling,fee (52.00
for each FREE book) 5

TOTAL ENCLOSED 5

TWO BOOKS FOR PRICE
OF ONE! HERE'S HOW!

Buyone of the OBI books shown in thisad and get
another OBI book FREE!
(a) Buy any book(s) in this ad at retail price. '
(b) For each book you buy, you may select a

second book from this ad of the ..m. price
or I••• FREE!

(c) Please include 52.00 for each FREE book you
order to help us cover postage, insurance,
packing and handling.

A B
I'm Buying Retail

These Price

1()·DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE.
ALLOW 4-5 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY.

OBI BOOKS, INC. Dept. Z408
One N,orthfield Plaza, Northfield, IL 60093

GUN DIGEST BOOK OF
EXPLODED FIREARMS
DRAWINGS,3rd Edition

Edited by Harold A. Murtz
Expanded to over 400 fire
arms. New drawingsfrom Mar
lin, Interarm~ Weatherby,
Savage; the \-harter AR-7'
UZI's submachine gun. 448
8W'x 11"pages.

#EX9336 ..... $12.95

MILITARY SMALL ARMS
OF THE 20TH CENTURY
4th Edition
BylanV.Hogg & John Weeks
Fully revised comprehensive
illustrated encyclopedia of
small caliber arms used by
the world's armies' today.
those used in two world wars.
and those sure to be used in
the '80·s. 288 8W'x II" pages.
#ME9146 .....,$10.95

RELOADING FOR
SHOTGUNNERS
EditedbyRobertS.LAnderson
The psychology of trap and
Skeet reloading, wildcatting,
home defense and slug r~loads,
patterning, much more. Plus
over 70 ygs. of load data for
10, 12, 6,2<1,28 and .410
bore shotguns. \-atalog section.
224 8W'x 11" pages.
#Rsi606 $8.95

. GUN DIGEST BOOK OF
SINGLE-ACTION
REVOLVERS By Jack Lewis
Covers historr, and folklore lguns of "good 'guys and baa
guys, minis and maxis, com
memoratives and collectibles,
custom grips, holsters, loads,
much more. Catalog section.
256 8W'x 11" pages.

#SA4216 $9.95 I

GUNS ILLUSTRATED
1983, 15th Edition

Edited by Harold A Murtz
All-new articles plus a 24
page, full-color section of
~uns and gun-related items!
Testfire reports on Llama
Omni pistol, Weatherby shot
guns, much more. Plus up
dated catalog. 344,8W'x 11"
pages.
#GL8036 $10.95

PART I: AUTOMATIC PISTOLS
#FP8616 $9.95
PART II: REVOLVERS
#FR8626, $9.95
PART III: RIMFIRE RIFLES
#RR8636 $9.95
PART IV: CeNTERFIRE RIFLES
#CR8646, $9.95
PART V: SHOTGUNS
#SR8656 $9.95
PART VI: LAW ENFORCEMENT
WEAPONS #LE8666..... $9.95 ,

PISTOLS OF THE
WORLD, Revised Edition
ByIan V. HQf}g & John Weeks
Fully revised authoritative
encyclopedia of over 2000
handgun descriptions and 600
illustrations covering every
madel worthy of note intro
duced since 1870. 304 8W'
x II" pages.
#PW8226..... $12.95

CARTRIDGES OF THE
WORLD 4th Edition

By Frank C. Barnes
Completely up-dated, this en
cyclopedic work covets the
dimensions, performance para
meters, physical characterist
ics for over 1.000 different
cartridges in one, well-organ
ized book. 384 8W'x 11" pages.

#CW5046 .... $1 0.95

PISTOL AND REVOLVER
DIGEST,3rd Edition
Edited by Dean A. Grennell
All-new. State of the art
recent trends, scopes and
sighting systems,' terminal
ballistics, combat competi
tion, powders, factory loads,
what to collect), reloading,
and much more. 2lS8 8W'x 11"
pages. .
#PR5936 $9.95

METALLIC CARTRIDGE
RELOADING Edited by

Robert S.L. Anderson
How-to articles by experts,
plus over 200 pages of load
table data on approx. 70 rifle
and pistol calibers. Emphasis
on modern rifle & handgun
cartridges, selected obsolete
ones. 320 8W'x 11" pages.

#MC2706 .... $10.95.

GUN DIGEST BOOK OF
FIREARMS ASSEMBLY/
DISASSEMBLY

ByJ, B, Wood
Field-stripping and complete
takedown and reassembly of
20 I popular firearms with
photos and text d'escribing
each step. Each book con
tains 288-320 8W' x 11"
pages.
ORDER INDIVIDUALLY

1983 GUN DIGEST
37th Edition

Edited by Ken Warner
Over 50 all-new feature arti
cles plus a 24-page

i
full-color

bonus section on ong guns,
handguns and acces. AND
the best, most current catalo~
on the market. 472 8 l-2 "x 11
pages. '

#GD1036 ..... $12.95'

~---_---:---:__---:---:_+------------f------------ ---------------

GUN DIGEST BOOK OF
FLAYDERMAN'S GUIDE KNIVES 2nd Edition Name ----------,------ I
TO ANTIQUE AMERICAN ByJackLewis&RogerCombs I,
FIREARMS And Their Chi Address _
Values 2nd Edition overs t e comp ete spectrum ,
All the basic tools for iden- of knives, foldmg and fixed. I

custom and factory. Pioneer Cityl________________ I
, tifying. valuinll and collecting custom makers and newfa:ces. II'
antique Amencan guns. Over . I . K' C
3400 models described. 576 specla ty artisans. Its lOr Stale Zip I
8W'x II" pages. both fixed blade and folding. U,S, & Canada only.. ,2 for 1 offer expires in 60 days' I

288 8W'x II" pages. ClJeck or money order must accompany order, I
#FG5426 .. ". $15.95 #KN9626 .... , .. $9.95 Please do not send cash, . I1--=- 1...- -:;..::.:.:.;,,;;.;;.;;:.:..:..:..:..:..:..:..:....;;...;;...;.,;:...:....... .J
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see Your Local Gun Dealer

on an indoor range, where bright incan
descent lights are mostly ahead of the
shooter, or when the sun breaks over the
target berms. The white outline and white
line define blade top and centering even
against a black silhouette in the penumbra
of downrange backlighting. Photo gray
glasses, or polarizing lenses, help.

On gray, cloudy, overcast days, some
shooters use a K-2 medium yellow filter
over their scope objective, or wear yellow
shooting glasses to increase contrast.

Millet boresighter gauge helps reduce
ammo costs and eliminates guesswork.

notch. But, in some kinds of shooting
paper silhouettes on an indoor range, for
example-the light bars fill with black from
the target, and the shooter has an "off day."

Factory target sights are well engineered
optically, if not mechanically, and are
perfectly adequate for bullseye target
shooting indoors and out, ifthe shooter has
normal or corrected vision. A small
amount of additional width of rear notch
may be beneficial for quick sight align
ment during timed and rapid fire. Usually,
the amount is limited to "straightening
out" non-perpendicular sides of the rear
notch to make a cleaner sight picture.

I have found that a white outline rear
notch and a white line front ramp sight are
an almost ideal combination for all types
of shooting. A red ramp insert disappears

RETICLE WAVER
Telescopic sights have the advantage of

"gathering light" and providing a larger
view of the target, with both the target and
reticle in sharp focus. The disadvantage is
reticle waver, and even a pronounced

JOHN G. LAWSON

FACTORY SIGHTS MAY NEED SOME
ALTERATION TO SHARPEN PICTURE

PISJOI.SMIrHING

There are two techniques of handgun
sight alignment that polarize shooters

into the major schools of thought.
One group advocates focusing vision

sharply on the sights to insure a precise
sight picture, while allowing the target to
fall into a soft blur; the other focuses
sharply on the target, bringing the sights
into a field of blurred, peripheral vision.

It is necessary to choose between these
two techniques, because the human eye is
not capable of adjusting for great depth of
field.

Although these alternative techniques
have never been discussed in books, or in
the popular press, it is necessary to under
stand them and choose which one you will
use in order to make an intelligent choice
of handgun sights.

As your eyes age, internal optical pres
sures distort the eye's lens, making vision
focus farther and farther away, in most
cases. Finally, when your arms are no
longer adequate to hold a newspaper in
focus, it becomes necessary to be fitted for
glasses. Some prescriptions require rather
thick and curved lenses. This often intro
duces a small amount of refraction, which
differs from one individual to another. So,
always sight in your own gun.

You may have to use a bifocal lens, a
mechanical aperture such as the Merit, or
a supplemental lens if you use the tradi
tional method of focusing directly on the
sights to obtain a perfect sight picture,
while allowing the target to fall into a soft
blur. This method provides the tightest
groups for bullseye shooters, because if the
sights are properly aligned, waver over the
center scoring ring will be minimal (less
than a minute of angle in the case of an
experienced shooter). Many bullseye and
silhouette shooters find this method
of sight alignment best for their firing
conditions.

VISION PROBLEMS
D,eterioration of sight does not happen

overnight. We occasionally find a shooter
with vision problems widening the rear
notch to make "light bars" up to almost
two-thirds the width of the front blade, as
compensation for lack of sharp focus and
an increasing hyperfocal distance. This
can be a temporary cure, since the brain
tends to seek centering of the blade in the

HKS Products. Inc.
132 Fifth. Dayton, Ky. 41074

Competition Ammo Blocks
Create a customized loading plate
with ammo blocks. ,.
Five blocks fastened , ~~_,

to board make a "3Q-hole tray
for only $3.95. •
3 models for Speed loaders
1D-A. DSA, 547, 586-A, PYA, M-3A, and 27-A

HKS Speedloaders Fit Nearly
Every Revolver-----.....

• SMITH &WESSON
.38, .357, 22-J, 22-K, .41 Mag.,
.44 Spec.,.44 Mag., .45 Auto Rim,
.45 Colt Long, .9MM

• COLT .38, .357, .22
• RUGER .38, .357,

Security Six, Speed Six
.OANWESSON

.38, .357, .22LR., .44
• CHARTER ARMS

.38, .357, .44 Special

Ofl''!

Il.LJOH $695
o"er 1 1\11 rtsll'le" eacn

Id to spO lI'Ie.,t
sO s.,force \ull '!eaf

" I.a"" ed ofl
e

Age.,cies GuaJaflte

Leather Cases
Single. Double and Triple genuine
leather cases available for all HKS
Speedloaders. Black, Brown or Tan.
No. 105 Single $13.95
No. 103 Double $18.95
No. 102 Triple $18.95 (No Flap)

•
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"bounce" from heartbeats. You may find
that a lX-2X is enough magnification
without objectionable waver. Other shoot
ers may not be bothered by wavering.

The Aimpoint is another type of optical
device that may help your kind of shoot
ing. Again, sight alignment consists of cen
tering the eye on the exit pupil. The reticle
dot is a virtual image, projected to infinity;
so it is in sharp focus, floating on the target,
which is also in sharp focus. Properly
sighted-in, the reticle will be the exact
point of impact. Bulky, and requiring the
services of a custom holster maker, the
Aimpoint-mounted pistol is often a good
choice for older shooters with deteriorat
ing vision, and for ybunger ones with good
eyesight who do not want to align iron
sights.

Remember the little brochure that used
to come with the Colt Official Police
revolver? It depicted a portly police
marksman showing how to grip the gun
like a ripe fruit, and advising readers to
focus on and align the sights under the
bull, then gently squeeze off a shot against
a blurred bullseye t!Hget. Presumably,
combat shooting then was a matter of first
focusing on the target, to make certain it
was a fleeing felon and not a little gray
haired lady pushing a shopping cart; then
re-focusing on the sights and aligning
them, while hoping that the felon had not
dropped behind some soq of a barricade
difficult to determine, since the target area
was out of focus.

, SIGHT ALIGNMENT
The apparent alternative was to crouch,

focus on the target, bring up your gun to
waist height and spray the area with lead,
since the sights would be useless when out
of focus at eye level.

This latter technique has traditionally
been a little tough on innocent \lystanders.

As in most hum"an endeavors, your brain
comes to the rescue. Remember the way it
tried to center the front blade between the
light bars of the opened out rear notch?
This "comfortable" feeling with apparent
symmetry, and the "uneasiness" with non
symmetrical images, are instinctive with
all of us.

In a combat situation, you lock your vi
sion on your opponent's eyes and close out
the rest of the world. You never remove
your focus from his eyes. You watch for a
sign of his move: a sqUint of his eyes, a
change of expression, or a physical
movement-such as a drop of his shoulder
or a bend of his knees.

Then, you make your move, to counter
his. No time to "pick up the sights" be
cause he's drawing, too.

Combat sights (for use on the range, or
on the street) must be easily defined and
instantly aligned. Perhaps the three dot
alignment system, the white outline rear
and white vertical line ramp will tak~ on
new significance. Even the "light bats"
of a widened rear notch may ~
now make sense to you. ~
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The fun ofa gun.
You hear a lot of bad things about guns

these days. Very little about how much pure
enjoyment they can be. We'd like to help change
that. By introducing you to reloading.
R~loadingis a practical way to broaden your

outlook about hunting and the shooting sports.
Because it makes them less expensive, easier to
enjoy... and makes getting ready half the fun.
Reloading lets you get more out of shooting ...
because you're putting more of yourself into it.

And we should know. Pacific Reloading
Equipment has been helping Americans dis
cover more about the fun of a gun for over a
half a century. Very few hobbies can pay for
themselves ... but there's one waiting for you at
your Pacific Dealer.

Team Up With

H=:'r
for your share of the fun.

Hornady Manufacturing Company, Box 1848, Grand Island, NE 68802
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SPEAK
our
AMERICAN HANDGUNNER WELCOMES
letters to the editor of no more thon 350 words.
They must include the writer's full nome and
address and be typewritten. Letters may be edited
for purposes of clarity or space. Editor.

Tip o' the hat to
Shootist Supply

I am writing to you about one of your
fine advertisers, John Cook (Shootist
Supply, 622 Fifth, Belle Fourche,
South Dakota)

I became acquainted with
Mr. Cook through your magazine.

Recently, he completed some IPSC
modifications on my Colt Gold CLJp
His work is excellent. and his
estimated delivery time was
practically to the day

I am glad to see him listed in your
7983 Custom Pistolsmith Directory.
I find the American Handgunner
most helpful
Timothy J Conley
Kingston, Ohio

Lawson raps AH reader
who blasts his column

Jim Moore's letter (Speak Out.
November-December / American
Handgunner) contains some bum
information.

Moore recommends the Air Force
gunsmith's method of disassembly by
merely pulling the slide stop pin
Admittedly. this system works; in
fact, I recommend it to shooters who
use my barrel compensators.

My use of sandbags (in the July
August issue of the American
Handgunner. to which he referred)
was correct; it is the only wayan
artificial rest can be used to give an
identical point of impact with hand
held shooting. I use the rest to
support my wrist. not the pistol
Moore's theory about different points
of impact ignores the fact that
combat shooters use a two-hand
hold, such as the one demonstrated
by Mike Fichman on page 46 of the
same issue His pistol. supported in
thiS manner, impacts Identically with
his hand-held shots. Both points of
impact would be identical with a
sandbag rest point of impact. with
wrist support We do sight in the way
we hold to shoot.

The" accuracy defects" listed in

my article were a composite of every
problem that a select group of top
IPSC (International Practical Shooting
Confederation) shooters experienced
with pistols accurized by virtually
every top name in pistolsmithing
today. Obviously, these defects did
not all show up in the same pistol.
and I did not intimate so in my
article. If you felt the article was very
poor, my apologies; it was
researched by some household
names in the Master Class of IPSC.

A smokestack Jam is not a direct
result of "breaking the wrist:' as
Moore claims. (Refer to page g of
the NRA reprint. The 45 Automatic,
for the reason this kind of Jam
happens, and solution of the
problem.) If your gunsmith shapes
the extractor properly, and lowers the
ejection port for additional Insurance,
you will not get smokestacks, no
matter what contortions you put your
wrist through. I Just came in from the
range, where I tried for 125 shots to
get a smokestack by breaking my
wrist. Result: no Jams, no matter
how limp-wristed I held the piece.

If Moore lived in the three western
states, he would not be so quick to
recommend dipping your pistol in oil
In my area, for example, fine volcanic
ash blows around every dry day
there's a breeze. The ash is pumice,

..

CONTENDER
Pistol Shootin' was once a close-up thing. Way down range was fifty yards and most
handgun cartridges had lost their "zap" by the time they made the journey. Designed

specifically for hunting, Contender has totally altered the history of handgunning.
Its superb accuracy, coupled with its unique interchangeable barrel system and

wide selection of meaningful calibers has extended the range of the hunting hand
gun to over 200 yards. Whitetails, Mule Deer, Antelope, Grizzly, Elk, you name

the North American big game animal and Contender has the trophy to show for it.

The first "out of the box" production pistol to shoot a perfect score in Metallic
Silhouette, Contender is racking up additional merits at every match,

? IF YOU'RE SERIOUS ABOUT HANDGUNNING write for our new
"/fj free, 34 page catalog. One glance through the Contender section and you'll

"\,,~"'" see why Contender is the leader in down range performance,
d THOMPSON/CENTER ARMS Farmington Road, P,O Box 2426, Dept. TAH 5

Rochester, New Hampshire 03867

THE HANDGUN
THAT ALTERED
THE GAME!
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$1495
Black $16,35

• Fully lined with
vegetable-tanned
cowhide.

• FITS 95% OF ALL
GUNS.

• Heavy "jungle" duck.

Model UC

law Enforcement

NEW!

Secured two ways from shift
ing. 1. By elastic "sa-spend
er" above. 2. By padded strap
at holster. Both Velcro closing,
adjustable. Gun held secure
but releases quick by thumb
break snap. Smooth tan cow
hide. Order. Ankle.
Made for .25, .32, .380 and dbl.
bbl. Remington-style Derringer aod
2 in., small frame revolvers.

Lightest, most secure
ANKLE holster

S.W.A.T. Shoulder Holster
for Big Revolvers

Your gun stays secure through the most
violent physical action. But-the draw is lightnin'
fast because the holster swivels down so you
draw straight out. Beautiful quality with molded,
heavy top grain cowhide body and soft, sueded
ieather lining. Russet color. For revolvers, 6 in.

bbl. and over. $6500Model S

CAMOUFLAGE
holster

GUARANTEED to
fit YOUR GUN
Over 100 sizes in stOCk, to fit
99% of all guns made since
1861! Each holster blocked to
make, model, barrel length.
Proven design, patented years
ago. Hplster snaps off belt
loop for convenience, safety.
Best 9 oz. top grain cowhide
in Russet or Black, smooth or
basketweave. Model H,

Two models. One with
stainless steel, spring
thumb-break plus se
curity strap. And one
wrthout. Both are soft
natural brown heavy
gauge, sueded cow
hide, with chromed
steel spring clip. For
nearly all guns from
.25 to .45 auto.

America's No. 1
SHOULDER holster

Lined
$29,95
Over 4 in,
$32,95

$2295
Over 4 in,
bbl. $24,95

Model EE INSIDE-THE
without
thumb break PANTS

holster

Exactly fits all standard
Ruger, Colt, S&W revol
vers. Wet-molded at
5400 psi to actual
makes, models, bbl.
lengths. Hand-selected,
hand-rubbed top grain
cowhide in smooth Rus
set. Comes unlined, or
lined with sueded cow
hide. Fits 2, 2';', 3, 4,
6, 83/8 in. revolvers,
.45 auto Model BB,

Secret agent design for
maximum concealment.
Fits all but a few unusual
guns. Gun-grip bulge
eliminated by cross strap
on front, plus loop on hol
ster bottom that snaps to
belt. Spring clip holds
gun secure, allows quick
release. Oil finish leather.
For lined holster add

$ftft95 $9.00. Model K. $1825
~'7 Over 4" bbl. $31,95 With "sa-spend~r" $23,60

Available In your Police Store.• When ordering (1) state holster model (2) state make, model, bbl. length of gun (3)
state color and finish for Models H and Ow. • Add $2.50 per holster for hdlg. & shpg.• Get Brauer mini-catalog
$1.00.• Check or M.D., no C.O.D.• Missouri add 5% tax.• Money back if not satisfied,

B~"UE~ B~OS. MFG.(2.
Dept. AH-5, 2012 Washington, 5t. louis, MO 63103

~"UE~ B~S. SHOWCASE OF

HOLSTERS

INFO 'QUICKIE'
Sturm, Ruger & Company of South

port, Connecticut ·and Newport, New
Hampshire was founded in 1949 by
William B, Ruger, The company's first
gun was the ,22 Standard Auto,

Kudos to Mickey Fowler
for his first AH column

which makes an effective lapping
compound. I have seen several
pistols ground to uselessness on
local ranges. I would personally opt
for firing dry, or with a very sparing
application of RIG or vaseline, on the
friction points Believe me, parts
wear longer when dry than they do
with an application of pumice and
oil.

RIG is a lubricant. as well as a
preservative, despite Moore's slur of
this old and respected grease
product. Its initials stand for rust
inhibiting grease-grease, as in
lubricant. For almost 40 years, I have
used Rig on guns, locks, hinges,
fishing tackle and machine tools. I
can attest that its lubricating qualities
are excellent.

Next time you stand out in that
Florida sun, Jim, put on your pith
helmet

John G. Lawson
Tacoma, Washington

I'm glad to see that Mickey Fowler
IS wnting an ongoing column for your
fine magazine. It IS another good
reason for buying the Handgunner

I'd like to say thank you, Mr
Fowler, for your answer to the first
question in your first column
(January / February issue of the
Amencan Handgunner) about the
importance of ammunition. You gave
an answer that went beyond the
superficial and gave information that.
at least for me, is most useful.

I hope you will direct all your
answers by assuming that most
people reading your column are
reasonably experienced in IPSC
(International Practical Shooting
Confederation) shooting. I know
myself and many others are tired of
the writing about practical shooting
that concerns Itself with questlons
such as an entire column-devoted
to extolling the virtues of the latest
mainspring housing pin removal tool,
or how to clear a "stovepipe" All
this has its place; being the
experienced shooter you are,
however, I hope you will continue to
give In-depth answers to solid
questions.

Keep up the good workl
Santokh Khalsa
Portland, Oregon
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LEAD BUILD·UP

GUN CLEANING CLOTH KIT

JUST WIPE AWAY LEAD, BURN RINGS, & CARBON BUILD-UP
ON HANDGUNS, RiFlES 8. SHOTGUNS

stun gun?
Now a brief discussion on three

handgun loads. and the effect they
produce.

The 38 SpeCial 158-grain lead
round nose (my issue load). fired at
approximately 900-950 fps.
overcomes the inertia of the chest
wall with very little noticeable effect.
It does not deform. although It does
lose some velOCity At eXIt. the bullet
will have slightly more effect. due to
decreased velocity. which increases
the duration of passage through the
chest wall If the heart IS shot. the
subject will probably fall in about five
seconds.

The 357 magnum 12 5-graln JH P
fired at around 1.400 fps Will. on
Impact. overcome the inertia of the
chest wall. In this Instance. bullet
shape and velocity will create about a
tWO-inch radius around point of
impact At point of exit. the bullet
has deformed to a more or less blunt
configuration and has lost substantial
velocity Thus It achieves a dramatic
increase in duration time against the
chest wall during exit. This proVides a
substantial increase in performance
over the 38 Special.

Next is a hand load (bullet
#429421 cast soft at 255 grains)
and fired at approximately 750-800
fps from my S&W M 29 "backup"
gun. The bullet design and low
velocity have a Significant effect. thiS
type load has a comparatively long
duration time against the chest wall.
which it penetrates by sheer mass.
At point of exit. the effect is slightly
greater. due to the reduced velOCity
It IS very probable that the bullet will
spend itself In eXit

With a non-deforming projectile.
increasing velocity (within handgun
limits) actually reduces the probability
of a one-shot stop. With high velocity
deforming bullets. you must sacrifice
entry effect. for an Increase in
lethality.

Can a four-Inch 357 equal the
45 ACP in stoppi ng power? Yes The
ballistically supenor 357 can match
the 45. but not With sporting
ammunition. No. it cannot do a
better Job on a shot-for-shot basis. it
can only match It

What about the Bren Ten? With its
projected load (200-graln JTC at
1.100 to 1.200 fps). I'm sorry to say
it will over-penetrate and not be a
match for the 45 ACP 230-grain
military handball load It appears to
have adequate mass. but at that
velocity a deforming bullet is
essential
Robert S Jones
Wheatland. Pennsylvania

Incapacitation Index) which need
clarification As to the velocity
vanatlons. I have yet to see test
barrel numbers match those of
handguns.

Pnce mentions only In passing the
biggest single flaw in the RII
conclusions the medical staff
considered death as Instant
incapaCitation. The two are wholly
unrelated A bullet through the heart
or lung region results in instant
clinical death. As long as the blood is
stili oxygenated. and the brain
functional. the target is potentially
dangerous

Loads such as the "safety slug."
with Its 100 percent lethality rating.
tend to be misleading Also high
velocity sporting loads Intended for a
quick humane kill shade the Issue

Price did point out two handgun
stops which correlate with my
findings-that the chest walls (both
entry and exit) provide 70-80
percent of actual stops What goes
on inside the chest cavity dunng a
bullet passage has very little
immediate effect.

Many of the factors which
determine instant incapacitation can
not be controlled in a fight situation
Therefore. It is not pOSSible to ensure
one-shot stops on a 100 percent
basis. Such factors are adrenalin
content in blood. volume of air in the
lungs. pOSSible drug influence. etc.

The only ob]ective in a fight IS to be
the one who walks away; no more.
no less. The chest walls are very
resilient and the object IS to have as
great a total effect on them as
possible Ever seen anyone hit with a

1. Removing lead from the forcing cone, barrel and cy
linders is no longer a task. Simply cut a 1/2"xl/2'
patch and wrap it around an old brush of the same ca.l
iber. A little scrubbing and the lead is gone. Follow thIs
with a clean gun patch and that part is done

2. To clean the face 01 the cylinders simply wipe the
lead away. '
3. lightly wipe the exterior with t.he WIPE AWAy
followed by aclean cloth and the Job is finIshed.
With the WIPE AWAY, it is no longer a messy and time
consumIng job to clean a handgun.

" .... I can vouch lor it really working. Just one or
two swipes of the cloth and leading around barrel
disappears .... "

-BobZwirz
Eastern Editorial Director
Gun World And Annuals

THIS AMAZING CLOTH KIT CLEANS, LEAVES A SPARKLING FINISH.
IS INEXPENSIVE & LONG·LASTING

*WIPE AWAyTM

-Jerome Aakusan (Editor)
American Handgunner

Magazine
•.... For removing leading & carbon build-up
WIPE AWAY is the best that t have worked
with 10 date.·

Wants more coverage, N RA
matches and Canada shoot
I have been buying your fine
magazine from the newsstands for
some time now and I must admit
that you have one of the finest, if not
the finest, magazine on the stands
which cover a shooter's lifestyle.

I have only one complaint. There
has been no mention of any of the
NRA or CPCA NatIOnals matches. To
many of us. this is the" ultimate" of
shooting. I have been shooting for
several years and only recently have
become serious about shooting ppe
I had the opportunity to compete in
the 1982 CPCA Nationals in
Edmonton. Alberta. and placed third
in the expert class

I am sure there are many police
officers who would like to see some
articles on the two greatly honored
matches. I would like to see your
magazine write about these matches.
! had a great time there and I am
sure that one of your staff members
would enjoy covering this type
of event.

Keep up the great work!
Michael G Knoop
Minot. ND 58701

Death, incapacitation
'are wholly unrelated'

I am writing In refer.ence to your first
article (American Handgunner.
September-October) on handgun
stopping power. a subject I have
researched In depth for the last SIX
years or so

Robert M Price POints out certain
holes In the Rli (Relative

look for it at your Local Dealer, or send 54.95 & 1.00 P &: H to:

Belltown, L1d.-33 Belltown Roa<l, Stamford, CT. 06905 (203)348-0911
PATENT~D

1983HANDGUNNERANNUAL
Now on your newsstand'
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-BRA
GUNSKIN·

'.

. . . . .... -.

Exclusively by

THIS IS THE FINISH! It protects ALL metal surfaces
by a combination of heat and chemical treatments.
The surface you see; the bore where deterioration
is most deadly; moving parts - without harm to
close machine tolerances, without loss of temper
to springs. Far outlasts blueing. Lab and field
tested for several years. Provides like-new restora
tion for favorite guns; special good-looking
protective finish for that new purchase. Results
guaranteed! Investigate.

1865 New Highway, Farmingdale, N.Y. 11735/516-752-8544

Send $2.00 for 24-page full color catalog.

THE SOPHISTICATED HANDGUNNER DEMANDS
THE UTMOST IN DESIGN AND CRAFTSMANSHIP
SO ONLY A COBRA WILL DO AT HIS SIDEI

WRITE FOR
Full color illustrated
brochure and name
of nearest
dealer'---

THE
"STINGRAY"

Series ofdouble
slotted holsters

for most gun sizes.

Continued on page 26
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Laka people and their
.45 mags are praised
I enjoyed Lee Echols' article on
match shooting in your January /
February issue. I am one of those
2700 bullseye shooters dating back
to WW II and I knew and shot with
most of the shooters he names. I
was never good enough to make a
splash in even a small pond, but my
memories of pistol shooting in those
days are among the happiest of my
life. Things are just not the same
any more

The 2700 shooter is about to Join
the dinosaurs, and this is a real
shame. Even Mickey Fowler, in that
same issue, recommends a limited
amount of bullseye shooting as an
aid to increasing practical proficiency.

I do not believe the decline in
bullseye shooting is due to cost of
equipment, as some suggest. Have
you checked the prices on some .45
combat conversions lately? I feel it is
more likely that beginning shooters
are frightened off by the long and
arduous training and practice
required to turn in even a mediocre
score on the small-size scoring rings
of the bullseye target. Remember, the
bullseye 10-ring at 50 yards is
smaller than the PPC X-ring at
25 yards.

Now, don't get me wrong; I know
that in their own way, PPC a(ld IPSC
shooting are just as demanding as
bullseye shooting. But for a
beginning shooter, the fun and
glamour of these" combat" style
matches may serve to mask a lot of
basic mistakes he might avoid if he
had a sound bullseye background
before he started practical shooting.

I have fired PPC and IPSC and
enjoyed them both I can look back
over a lifetime of shooting experience
as varied as anyone could wish.

Pistol basics must become such a
part of your built-in reactions and
reflexes that they literally become a
part of your sub-conscious system I
repeat, go back to bullseye
for basics.

Another item I ran across in that
same issue started another train of
thought. Can you really believe all
you read in any technical publication?

Dan Cotterman printed a letter in
his hand loading column from a
shooter named Terry Murbach in
which the statement was made that,
in his opinion, any magazine other
than Colt manufacture was junk
Murbach then went on to single out
Laka magazines for special attention
in this matter.

My experience has been Just the
opposite of his with the Laka
magazines I have been shooting two



100 MILLION ROUN
MORE THAN ONE HUNDRED MIL

LION CARTRIDGES were reloaded on
DILLON machines last year. That may
be more ammo than was reloaded on all
other progressive loaders combined! So
if it is volume loading you're after - - get
a DILLON.
The DILLON RL-450 is the least e~pen

sive, fastest-selling progressive reloader
on the market today. The RL-450 is
changing the way shooters reload. In
the past, only the professional reloader
could afford a progressive machine,
Now the DILLON RL-450 puts efficient,
progressive reloading of both rifle and
pistol calibers in reach of most shooters.
Production rate of the RL-450 is in
excess of 400 rounds per hour. If you
hate to waste time reloading, the
DILLON RL-450 is the machine for you.
Comes complete for one caliber, with
powder measure and large and small
primer feed, (except dies). $365.00

"The reloading machine for
shooters who HATE to reload."



• 100% reinforced
ivory - white
nylon - no cheap
plastics

• Same features as
the original
Monogrip

::E •
Call (805) 466-6266

Open 9-5 P.S.T.
Brochure available for $1.00

COMBAT MAG. RELEASE
Sculptured magazine release will not snag, or

~~~~a;;e~cac~~e2b~:I~ut~~~i~~~~ /g~n~~~lrj~ns~
dnll and lap one hole. (installallOn available for
510) S21"ppd

EXTENDED SAFm
Positive safety operation with no more
'~umbles', Rounded cor0ers eliminate snag
ging on, holsters or clothing, Simple. drop-in
installation s3295ppd

i

I
\

HOGUE®
COMBAT GRIPS
P.O. Box 2038
Dept AH5B

Atascadero, CA 93423

PLEASE NOTE ...
All prices are for blue parts,
stainless finish available, please
write or call for prices and delivery.

WIDE TRIGGER
Reduces telttrigger pull for better control
Exclusive design is better than a tng.ger s00e,
Will n9t.snag h91ster on draw or Insertlqn
Drop-in installation, also eliminales magazine
satety. s3295ppd

STAINLESS STEEL DERRINGER .357 MAG
• .45 Colt • .45 Auto •.44 Mag • .41 Mag. 9mm

• .44 Special •.38 Special •.357 Mag •.223
For Free Literature send Stamped envelope.
AMERICAN DERRINGER CORPORATION

P.O. Box 8983-Waco, Texas 76714

Short Cylinder P.P.C. Conversion U,S. Patenl

Douglas 1·10 twist BBl1,080" Dia. 6" long
Square recess muzzle
Cylinder is shortened to function with 38 spc.
H.B.w.e. only

PPC, ISPC, DUTY, TARGET, • Reduced Leading
SILHOUEnE, AND SPORT • No bullet jump Fred Schmidt

• Reduced recoil Tel: (004) 746-9269
X-Ring Accuracy 5004 Signal Hill Rd.
Each gun individually built Mechanicsville, Va. 23111

CUSTOM 'SMITH PROFILE,

ie,
t,.

AMBIDEXTROUS COMBAT SAFETY
Now right or left ~and safety o~e(atio.n for the
Hi-Power. Exclu.slve ~esign Will poSitively IiI

:~fe:dO~J~:lcg~;~I~~~.estruclable. ~~~p~~
(SS cr8d~llor your original, unallered. Browning

EXTENDED SLIDE RELEASE

~J~~~~~9s~hee~~~~U,lr~~i~t~9 ~r~~ciil~:~~~
signed forthe HI-Power, simply replaces stan
dard release. '2895ppd

BROWNING HI-POWER COMBAT ACCESSORIES

ltTrrba ~tt1t e{!up
CUSTOM COMPETmON HANDGUNS

Made for:
-5& W: Sq. & Rd. Butt K, L& N; Rd. ButtJ
-COLT PYTHON (I Frame)
- RUGER: (Security Six*, Police

Service Six*, Speed Six*
'(Post 1976 serial numbers 151 and above)

K Rd. Butt Model·
Now Available

$19951$18.95 For Original Black Modell

Check or money order plus
$2.00 postage & handling (California
residents add 6% sales tax).

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

•
: ~ 1831 I CYLINDER & SLIDE sHOP,INC.

!:. ~'~d ~~,~~,~'" C"h.", Chock oo'y. M""iC"d~"oom",. !::i,.::",""' RO. BOX 937
~~:~.~~~~~=~~~~:~~~'f~~~~i~~~~~:~~ly~~r~;~Oe~sd~~:p~~r~~n~,~~D FREMONT, NEBR. 68025
in the continental U.S. Alaska and Hawaii, please add $1.50 per item. Please fur- Ph: (402)721-4277

: rnsh street address for delivery. PLEASE! nocalls after 12:000000C.S:r.

: .

L'\~~ IVORY COLOR
~~ MONOGRlp®

By Len Davis

INFO 'QUICKIE'
The Jet is a .357 Magnum cartridge

necked to .22 caliber, firing a 40-grain,
spitzer-type, soft point bullet with a
hard jacket at a muzzle velocity of ap
proximately 2,460 fps in an 8Yg inch
barrel revolver.

A striking advantage of the Jet is its
ability to shoot rimfire ammunition for
practice, by means of steel sleeves in
serted in the revolver's chambers.

QUICK
QUIZ

H ere are 10 true or false statements
developed from recent issues of

the American Handgunner. If you get
seven or more right, you win the Care
ful Reader A ward and a tip 0' the hat
from Editorial Director Jerry Rakusan.
Answers are on page 90

(I) Blazer .38 Special
ammo is easy to reload. (T) (F)

(2) The Astra A-80 .45
Auto is made in Portugal. (T) (F)

(3) Multi-jacket handgun
bullets help control expan
sion, penetration and ve-
locity with one bullet. (T) (F)

(4) The .38 S&W
cartridge is less than 50
years old. (T) (F)

(5) Rubber handgun grips
are extremely unpopular. (T) (F)

(6) Jim Clark invented the
"pin gun," named for its
original use-shooting down
bowling pins. (T) (F)

(7) The .41 Avenger (a
necked-down .45 ACP) is
the brainchild of J. D. Jones,
an experienced handgun
writer. (T) (F)

(8) The most visible new
equipment at the Bianchi
Cup match last year was the
new Patridge sight. (T) (F)

(9) The late General
Julian Hatcher's theories on
bullet stopping power no
longer are applicable. (T) (F)

(10) The .22 High Stan
dard Victor auto is a good
choice for shooting either
paper or metallic silhouette
targets. (T) (F)
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which can be worn either cross-draw or
strong-side; then you can master both
positions.

CHOICE OF RIGS
Some examples of rigs available that can

be used this way are the Bianchi # 50
Chapman Hi-Ride, the Ted Blocker I.S.I.
Fowler Speedmaster, the Gordon Davis
Usher International, the Rodgers World
Shoot Series and the Milt Sparks rigs.

The well-rounded pistolers should also
acquire and learn how to use a kidney
position holster.

My recommendations are directed at
the serious competitor who wants to be
competitive in all events.

For the shooter who enters com bat com
petition solely to be better prepared for
self-defense, I would recommend using the
same gun and holster used in daily wear. If
you have a permit to carry a concealed
weapon, use a good quality, inside-the
pants holster or other easily concealed
holster. If you spend most of your time in a
vehicle in rural areas and concealment
isn't a factor, then the cross-draw might be
your best choice. If you are a policeman,
wear your duty rig. Serious competitors
who also carry guns daily should use some
oftheir regular practice session time work
ing out with their street rigs.

Question: Please explain the Comstock
count scoring system.

Answer: Comstock count got its name
from Walt Comstock, a practical shooter
who lives in northern California. This
scoring system is widely used by IPSC and
in other forms of combat competition.
What Comstock count tries to accomplish is
to balance speed with accuracy.

Your numerical target score is divided
by the time it took to complete the re
quired number of shots. In true Comstock
count, scoring any shot off the target is
penalized twice the value of a center hit;
plus, you lose the value of the shot that
missed. This promotes more controlled
fast shooting.

COMBAT SHOOTING
Continuedfrom page 6

EL PRESIDENTE
Let's look at a typical match which lends

itself to Comstock count scoring. The fa
mous El Presidente exercise involves the
placement of three IPSC silhouette targets
positioned three meters apart, edge to
edge, 10 meters down range from the con
testant. The shooter stands with his back to
the targets; at the start signal he turns and
engages each 'target with two shots, reloads
and fires two more shots at each target. A
center hit is worth five points. Shots out of

L

G

1.25

a

your order as personal cheCkS must clear before
order is sent.

If amount for shipping and handling is not ade
quate, the balance will be sent COD (Cash Only).

MODERN PRACTICAL and
DEFENSIVE SHOOTING

is being taught at the CHAPMAN
ACADEMY OF PRACTICAL SHOOTING.
Courses are now available for pistol!
rifle and shotgun. The courses have
been attended and praised by world
class competitive shooters as well as
law enforcement and military person
nel. For information write:

CHAPMAN ACADEMY
P.O. BOX 7035 • Columbia, MO 65205

(314) 696-5544 :

E

CUSTOM
~tNG'~, ,,~~~!~

Micro, Bomar front sights. , , 18,50
B. King's Bushing Wrench .. , .... , , , , , 3,00
C. King's White Outline Blade will fit Ruger, Colt,

Micro sights. . 5,50
D. King's Recoil Buffer & Heavy Duty Plug Set for

Colt 45 Auto; 416 stainless steel, RC 30-35
(specify Government or Commander)., 25,00

E. Magazine Base Pad, . 1,95
F. King's Wide Combat Grip Safety - no alteration

to frame (specify Gov't or Commander), 22,50
G. King's Recoil Spring Guides; 416 stainless steel,

ground, heat treated finish (specify Government
or Commander) ., 24,00

H. King's Trigger Boot for Colt 45 Auto, acts as
stop, Gold Cup Width.,.,.,. 12,00

I. King's Target Bushing (blued), 45, 38, 9mrh. 8.50
J. King's N.M. Bushing; 416 stainless steel

RC30-35; 45, 38, 9mm . 15.00
K. King-Tappan Combat Sight, the famous original

for Colt 45 Auto. . Set 29.00
l. King Hard Ball Sight." Set 18.00

King's Hard Ball wlWhite Outline. Set 21.00
M. King's Combat Speed Safety 18.00
N. King's Extended Slide Stop 30.00
O. King's Recoil Compensator - with National

Match Bushing, machined from one piece .416
stainless RC30-35 for 45 Autos.
Must be fitted. . " 32.00

P. King's Ramp Kit - specify color: Red, Orange,
Yellow or White:
Standard, one color, V4 oz. material, will do 25

sights, standard accessories.,., .. " ,. 9.95
Deluxe, one color, Jh oz. material, will do 50

sights, deluxe accessories 20.00
Q. King's Custom Narrow Slot Grips Screws

.416 stainless
(Also available in blue finish)

Gunsmiths inquire about quantity prices

Gunsmithing 8t Its finest! Have your Colt Auto or
ours customized as only King's can do it! We've been
satisfying our customers nationwide for over 30
years! Inquire for prices.

Please give street address .for shipping as we pre
fer to ship UPS although we will ship by U.S. Postal
Service if necessary.

A cashier's check or money order will speed up

For Inquiries, send self-addressed stamped envelope to:

KING'S GUN WORK"'S1837 W. Glenoaks Blvd.-Glendale,
CA 91201 {213) 956-6010

COD (Cash Only), MASTER CARD, VISA ACCEPTED.
*CA, RESIDENTS ADD 6%, SHIPPING & HANDLING 1.50.

M
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CLARK
AIMPOINT
SCOPE MOUNT

Ted Blocker's Custom Holsters
P.O. Box 821 Dept A.H. Rosemead, California 91770

(Please specify Aimpoint or scope.)

Available from Gil Hebard, Brownell, and The Target Shop of Collins, Georgia.

Dealer Inquiries Invited. Write or call for additional information.

Jem~sC.Clerk
PISTOLSMITH

Rt. 2, Box 22A • Keithville, Louisiana 71047 • (318) 925-0836

TED BLOCKER'S HOLSTERS ARE THE CHOICE OF CHAMPIONS
Mickey Fowler wins 3rd stra!ght Bianchi Cup and th. man v I s man speed
event using Ted Blocker's 1.5.1. competition rig.

I.S.1 CANNON SAFE TEAM Mickey
Fowler, Mike Dalton, Craig Gifford
and Mike Fichman remain unde
feated in the Bianchi Cup Team
Match using Blocker's I.S.1. Com
petition Rig. These winning team
members know and demand the
very best leather equipment avail-

» able. Write for free brochure or see
advertisement elsewhere in this
issue.

Replaces the left grip on the .45 auto. It puts the Burris (or any
other 1') scope directly over the bore when used with Weaver
detachable rings. Has a modified thumbrest - a place to "park"
your thumb. Can be used either right or left handed. Like the
Clark Aimpoint Mount. this is supplied with two optional anchor·
ing devices: (1 )Two extra screw holes are drilled in the mount for
easy tapping into the grip frame. Hardened screws are included.
(2) A liquid metal kit with full "no gunsmithing" instructions.
Clark .45 Grip Mount with added anchoring options (less
Weaver Rings) $31.00 plus $1.50 postage

This 6 oz. aluminum mount is made specifically for the Aimpoint It replaces the
left grip on the .45 auto and is designed to put the Aimpoint scope directly over
the bore. Mount clears guns with rib sights attached. Can be used right or left
handed. Mount has 2 extra pre·drilled holes with screws for positive anchoring
to frame. A liquid metal anchoring kit is also supplied to be used at shooter's
option. The use of screws, metal kit or both, absolutely controls all mount
movement. Complete with full instructions ..... $43.00 plus $1.50 postage

CLARK .45 GRIP
SCOPE MOUNT

Bianchi to award
shooters $40,000

the center are worth anywhere from two to
four points each when using the .45 auto.

The total of 12 shots have a possible
value of 60 points. This exercise can be
performed with consistency in about six
seconds with a score of 55 points or more
by experienced combat shooters.

Using the Comstock scoring method, we
take the target score of 55 points and di
vide it by the time it took to complete the
exercise-six seconds.

This equals a factor of 9.17, which is
your Comstock score. Suppose the shooter
got sloppy and missed a shot. The paper
total is 55, but only 11 shots hit the targets.
We deduct twice the value of a center hit
for the miss, and end up with 45 points
divided by six seconds. This factors out to a
7.50-a much lower score.

If the straight score, divided by
time with no penalties for a miss were
used, both scores would have been the
same. We know that in a real armed con
frontation, missed shots can have a deadly
consequence. In practical shooting compe
tition, dropped hits should be discouraged
and heavily penalized. Comstock count
scoring helps make "practical hand-
gunning" even more .~
practical. ~

Bianchi Gunleather will award top
ranking pistoleros competing in major
practical shooting events this year more
than $40,000 in cash.

The one stipulation is that the shoot
ers use Bianchi leather products.

The top 200 competitors each will
earn $120~ paid at $20 an event. Com
petitors finishing in the upper 20 places
each will receive an additional $100.
First, second and third place winners ip
the major matches each will receive
$1,000, $750 and $500, respectively.

A consistent champion could win
nearly $7,000, according to Richard
D.E. Nichols, Director of Competition
Programs for Bianchi.

The major practical shooting events
that qualify for prize money are:

(1) The Bianchi Cup International
Pistol Tournament.

(2) The Steel Challenge Pistol Tour
nament.

(3) The IPSC U.S. National Cham-
pionship.

(4) The IPSC World Championship.
(5) The Soldier of Fortune Match.
(6) The Second Chance Police Com-

bat Shoot.
For more information on Bianchi's

new program, contact Nichols at the
company, 100 Calle Cortez (Dept. AH),
Temecula, CA 92390.
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It was the only kind of shooting
around in the early days of America, and more
and more Americans are rediscovering muzzle
loading now. To get started, read the booklet,
"Black Powder, White Smoke," from the
Association of Importers/Manufacturers for
Muzzleloading (AIMM). Send $1.50 for the
booklet to AIMM, Suite 101, 4905 $.W Griffith

Drive, Beaverton, OR 97005.

of them in 2700 matches since
1978, and my son bought two for
his Gold Cup when he saw how they
functioned in my Clark Long Slide
conversion.

In all the time we have been using
the Laka magazines. there has never
been a "failure to feed" type of
malfunction usually associated with
bad magazines. As to Laka attitude
towards their customers, I was doing
a little experimental work a few years
back and wrote to them, asking to
purchase two of the heavy magazine
springs they were using in their
magazines I explained what I wanted
the springs for and asked about
ordering procedures and price. They
did not bother to answer my letter,
they Just sent me two of their heavy
springs, without charge. Hardly
seems we can be talking about the
same company. does ill

I do not deny that Murbach may
have had exactly the experience that
he describes, and yet, that sort of
Isolated case, written up in a
magazine looked up to as a standard
reference source by thousands of
shooters, can do a lot of
unwarranted damage to a company's
name and reputation.
Larry E Davidson
New Orleans

Editor's note: Handloading
columnist Cotterman quoted from a
letter he received from a reader, the
essence of which IS not tantamount
to support by the American
Handgunner. Such is the prerogative
of any columnist in any publication.

Continued on page 79

~
Name ~

5Address ~
I. City/Slate/Zip . if
~~~-~-~~~~~-~~--~~~-~~

SPEAK OUT
Continued from page 21$13.95

White outline sights for Colt, Ruger, Micro, & Virginia
Dragoon $5.95 each.

Doesn't Think Lead Bullet Selection
Should be a Compromise

LEE'S RED RAMP KITS

The Alberts line of swaged lead pistol
bullets now totals 18, from .32 and .380
to .45. And, later in the year, 3 new
designs will be introduced!

Pre-Iubed, subject to the most exacting
quality control standards, and competi
tively priced, Alberts bullets have estab
lished new performance standards.
For complete information send $ .50 for our
latest brochure and Loading Data - 8 info
packed pages. For another $ .25 you can
order a 5" decal for your equipment box.

LEE'S RED RAMPS, 7252 East Ave. U·3, Dept. AHG, Littlerock, CA 93543
(805) 944·4487

Check, MasterCharge, Visa, Moneyorders, & COD welcome.
Minimum charge on credit card $15.00. California residents add 6% state sales tax.

Distributed by Ellett Brothers, Jack First Distributors, The Shooting Shop, California Gun Specialties.

CLICK! When you hear it, you can believe it.
The Wichita,•.45 automatic pistol target and

combat sight systems feature. easy to operate
positive click elevation and windage adjust
ments. When you hear the click, you can
believe it, so your shooting is more accurate.

In addition, these all-steel sights, designed by
renowned pistolsmith Ron Power, have been
ruggedly constructed. Each is made to withstand
the shock of service ammo and heavy loads
better than any sights you've seen before. And
they're legal for all ISPC and NRA competitions.

Visit your favorite dealer to see (and hear)
Wichita Arms target and combat sight systems.

.45 Auto Pistol Rear Target Sight $49.50

.45 Auto Pistol Rear Combat Sight $49.50

Wichita Arms /444 Ellis, PO. Box 11371, Wichita, KS 67211 / (316) 265-0661

THE ALBERTS CORPORJirION

The original red ramp kil, highly fluorescent. Our material should not be mistaken with the "Sull
ogna" offered by would-be competitors.• Mini kit - one color (your choice) 60 sights $13.95.
• Deluxe mini kit - four colors (red, orange, yellow, & white) 250 sights $45.00.· Regular kit - one
color (your choice) 125 sights $25.95.• Deluxe kit - four colors 450 sights $89.95. Super easy
to use. Fully illustrated instruc-
tions provided. No tools pro
vided. Our kits are used by law
enforcement agencies through
out the country & most well
known pistolsmiths in the U.S.
including So Clerke, master gun
maker & Camp Perry Champion,
R. W. Loveless, renowned knife
maker & pistol smith, Jim Clark,
L. E. Jurras, Cheshire & Perez,
Mathews & Sons, & Pachmayer.

Spring kits for New Model Ruger single actions $6.95 each. Ruger Security Six, Speed Six, Ser
vice Six $6.95 each. Dan Wesson .357 Cal. $6.95 each. S & W J Frame (All Calibers) $6.95
each. S & W K, N, & L Frames" $11.95 each. All sPring kits contain trigger return & hammer
spring. Greatly reduces trigger pull on double & single action.
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COP TALK
Continuedfrom page 13

PERMfI- CHitOME
THE BEST PROTECTION YOU CAN APPLY TO YOUR GUN

bat pistol shooting schools being run by
people who haven't yet learneq combat
pistol shooting themselves. You must shop
carefully for your training, using the sys
tem of instructor resumes and references
outlined in first two parts of this series. But
once you've got your program of study
firmed up, you'll be well on your way to
having the training background that
makes you a handgun professional.

Now, the names and addresses ofrecom
mended hapdgun shooting schools:

American Pistol Institute (Jeff Cooper,
Director), POB 401, Paulden, AZ 86334.

Chapman Academy (Ray Chapman, Di
rector), POB 7035, Columbia, MO 65205.

Lethal Force Institute (Massad Ayoob,
Director), POB 122, Concord, NH 03301.

International Shootists, Inc. (Mickey
Fowler and Mike Dalton, co-directors),
POB 5254, Mission Hills, CA 91345.

Mid-South Institute of Self-Defense
Shooting (John Shaw, Director), 503
Stonewall, Memphis, TN 38112.

Defense Training, Inc. (John Farnam,
Director), Route 2 (Box 207-A), Elroy, WI
53929.

Perhaps you will want to write for course
information from these schools, to hel p
achieve your training objectives.

There are several other excellent schools
around the country. Check with your local
law enforcement agency or gun ~
club for their recommendations. ~

INFO 'QUICKIE'
The modern-day sport of metallic

silhouette shooting evolved from the
earlier days of using live animals and
birds during Mexican fiestas. It was a
sport that got its start about the time
Pancho Villa was operating in northern
Mexico, during World War One.

CUSTOM WORK PISTOL & REVOLVER
REBARRELING & CHAMBERING

LIGHTEN DOUBLE ACTION S & W & COLT
HIGH STANDARD SPECIALIST OLD & NEW
LUGER REBARRELING & TRIGGERWORK

CAMPBELL H. IRWIN
EAST HARTLAND, CONN. 06027

TEL. 203-653-3901

H
1/3 MOON CLIPS

Use .45 acp ammo in place of ,45 auto rim.
For Colt 17, S&W 25 and S&W 55 revolvers.

. Allows storage in ammo belts & std. boxes.

.

Reusable indefinitely. For a FREE sample. send
a self'addressed, stamped envelope. 0/'Ie now
make Ruger 9mm clips.)

Clip Prices: 25 for S3.9S; SO for $6.95 ppd.
RANCH PRODUCTS. P.O. Box 145. Malinta. OHIO 43535
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PERMA-CHROME
provid.s th. following:
A) Corrosion Proof-Losting Protection.
D) Non-glare satin finish will never

chip, peel, or crack due to its
molecular bond.

C) Uniform processing of internol and
external parts of your handgun,
rifle, shotgun or muzzleloader.

D) Increased durability due to super
lubricity and hardness (Rockwell
"70" C).

PERMA·CHROME '
80:3 (} Foster Field

Victoria, Texas 77901
(512) 578-6606

Price list availoble

upon request.

Dealer inquiries

welcome.
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THE
RIGHTS
OF GUN
OWNERS

10" x 18" PLASTIC BLACK & RED
RAISED LETTERS, BORDER & PHOTO OF GUN
$12.95 plus $2.00 for postage and handling

Allow 4·8 weeks JOe, Dept. G
for Delivery. P.O. Box 513

Valley Stream, NY 11582

NEVER MIND
THE DOG

BEWARE~
OF OWNER \6

Perfect for' Every
Concerned Citizen
THE RIGHT OF GUN OWNERS
NEW FOR '82
This is the first compilation of all federal
and state statutes in one volume, as well
as a reasoned brief against many of the
gun-control proposals and laws now be·
ing widely discussed. It covers every
facet of gun law, from constitutional
guarantees to licenses, registration,
concealed weapons, waiting periods,
ammunition purchases, postal regula
tions, and crossing state borders.
IT ISUNAMERICAN NOT TO BUY THIS
BOOK.
The author, Alan Gottlieb is Chairman of
The Citizens Committee for the Right to
Keep and Bear Arms, and is also the
author of THE GUN OWNER'S
POLITICAL ACTION MANUAL.
211 pgs.
To order yOur copy, send $6.95 plus $1.50 postage
and handting to: HANDGUNNER BOOKS, Dept. 1 AH-5
591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200
San Diego, CA 92108
NAME _

ADDRESS ~ _

CITY STATE _ ZIP _
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ALAN M. GOTTlIEB

p •••••••• --
• •• •• •
• UNDERCOVER •
• SHOULDER •
• HOLSTER #5 •

:[am,.~ :
• Trim, neat filling under· revolvers. Available at deal· •

•
cover shoulder holster thai ers or by mail. •
carries Ihe gun bUll down. Write for Free Catalog for

• Has smoolh glazed leather all details on complete •
exterior wilh salt English kip Lawrence line of over 100

• leather lining. holster stytes and other •

•
Only for 2" Chiel and Agenl shooting accessories.

THE GEORGE LAWRENCE CO. •.D.A••••tl.,.9.9.4.1

More worpen in the United States to
day are taking to handguns than ever
before, be it for shooting on the range
or self-defense in the home.

So, quite naturally, someone has
come out with a book entitled The
Women's Guide to Handguns-a Primer

for Safe Self-Defense.
Written by Jim Carmichel, shooting

editor for Outdoor Life, the 190-page
book provides intelligent answers to
questions that range from legality to
proficiency (with emphasis on safety in
self-defense).

The nuts and bolts of handguns and
ammunition is woven together with a
single thread: if a woman is going to
own a gun, she'd better know how to
use it.

Simple explanations, diagrams and
illustrations help reveal the workings of
pistols and revolvers, along with their
cartridges and accessories.

It's a well-written, basic book-one
that tells women (and men, too) how to
select, legally buy, use, store, carry and
care for a handgun.

Publisher is Bobbs-Merrill. Price:
$11.95 (L.D.)

George E. Virgines has written an
excellent 80-page paperback devoted
exclusively to the fascinating hobby of
collecting police memorabilia.

Police Relics (Collector Books,
Paducah, Kentucky) covers such collec
tibles as badges, buckles, batons, books,
handcuffs, patches, whistles, uniforms,
photographs, postcards, toys and many
oth~r categories of law enforcement
memorabilia.

The price guide and textbook con
tains more than 70 photographs.

Virgines is a deputy sheriff of Lin
coln County, New Mexico, and an ac
tive member of the Westerners and
Western Writers ofAmerica. He is the
author of Saga ofthe Colt Sixshooter
Famous Guns and Gunners, and many
articles on police relics and Western
Americana.

To obtain a copy of Police Relics,
send $5.59, plus $1 for postage and han
dling, to Virgines at Box 2394 (AH),
Northlake, IL 60164. All copies will be
autographed by the author. (L.D.)

NEW800KS

AUTHOR'S CORRECTION
, Robert Shimek, who wrote "Is the
Parabellum Practical?" in the July
August issue of the American Hand
gunner, tells us that the safety lever
modification on the Mauser Parabel
lum "has not, over time, proved dura
ble, and a remote possibility of shooter
injury does exist as a result."

BEEMAN for
Handgun

Shooters

__ Please send me a copy of
HOME GUN CARE AND REPAIR.

Enclosed is $6.95
plus $2.50 postage and handling.

NAME _

ADDRESS _

CITY _

STATE ZIP _

HOME GUN CARE AND REPAIR tells you how
to do the job right the first time. Written by
PO. Ackley, one of the best known authorities
in the field of gunsmithing today. To get your
copy, send $6.95 plus $2.50 postage and
handling to:
HANDGUNNER BOOKS, Dept. 18 AH-5
P.O. Box 16439 San Diego, CA 92116
California residents add 6% sales tax.
Allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery.

Save money on costly
outside repairs while
you increase the life
and enjoyment of your
weapons. Learn hoW
to do your own simple
repairs at home. Install
sights and pads. Adjust, tinker and fix all
types of small arms including rifles, pistols,
revolvers, and shotguns.

• Costs less than
1¢ per shot.

• Sharpens hand to
eye coordination

• Nearly silent report 
shoot safely Indoors or out

• Similar to a firearm in weight, size,
feel; only air pistol with light rearward
fi rearm-type recoi I.

• No pumping, no C02, no valves

Enjoy
low cost
shooting
with the
Beeman/
Webley Tempest
air pistol

Send for 92-pg AdultAlrgun Catalog/Guide,
with new firearm section, $2 or FREE with
mention of code HG5. Add $1 for fast 1st
class mailing; $3 for overseas delivery.

BEEMAN INC., 47-HG5 Paul Drive, San Rafael,
Calif. 94903 U.S.A.. (415)472-7121 -2~ hours, 7days

KEEP YOUR GUNS
IN GOOD
SHAPE!



ORDNANCE EXPO
IS HUGE SUCCESS

By Len Davis

department opened a pistol range in Ely
sian Park, on the site of the present Police
Academy.

A VIP dinner was held in the Academy's
main dining room the day before Expo '83
opened. It was hosted by LAPD Chief

Daryl F. Gates, LAPD Commander
William T. Burke and Sergeant Newell.
Attending were many officials of the
LAPD and other law enforcement agen-
cies, exhibitors and the editor ......
of the American Handgunner. ~

• Special relnlorced lhumb break
• Cuslom molded for Individual gun

• Molded sighllrack
• Double bonded nylon cord slilching

FREE
Adetailed set 01 plans and

instructions showing you how

to build a Smoker Irom an a
old refrigerator

YES! When you choose either
or both of these new original

screen printed tee shirt designs, we will send you plans
lor a Smoker that will keep you in smoked fish, meat &

chicken All Year Long' '

~~;/~:r~7~TsZr~~/,/i~R:;:n~RE/~: Ifl. . c.

Tax Me, Draft Me,
Bug Me, Shaft Me,
but never touch my

~#1

HE PRINT· designs. Will never crack, fade, peel or make you sweat· Both designs
tell it like it is • UNCONDITIONALLY GUARANTEED' NOT AVAILABLE IN STORES* THE SHIRTS ·The highest quality American made 50% cotton. 50% polyester no shrink

fabric· Printed black ink on It. blue & white ink on black. Sm., Med., Lrg.,
Extra Lrg., (xx-Lrg., white ink on Black only, add S3.00). Super Heavyweight, long sleeve with a pocket for
ammo. Comfortable 100% cotton. Available in Black onlv • Sm., Med .. Lrg., Extra Lrg. (please add $5.00)

UNCONDITIONALLY GUARANTEED'

29

CLIP • HOW TO ORDER • COUPON
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY YES! I understand that if I am not lickled with my new shirts &

Fill in order blank below stating shirt design #, Color smokehouse plans my money will be cheerfully retunded.
Size & Q6antily wanted. Enclosed is my LJ Check L Money Order for $

Design Color H,. long Short Please charge my I . Visa l Mastercard
Number Shirl Size

Many Sleeve Sleeve Price TOTAL

Signature
Card No. Exp.Oate __

Print Name

Address
Fla. Residents Please Add 5% Sales Tax City

WE PAY ALL POSTAGE AND HANDLING OverSllasRes.
Make Check or Money Order Payable To: P1easeaddS3.00 State Zip

BB GRAPHICSDept. AH3P.O Box 2653, Stuart. FL 33495·2tl5~ Allow 4·6 weeks for delivery c 1982 Dealer Inquiries InvitedBBGra hies

DeSantis manufactures a complete line of holsters and
accessories, creatively designed to fill the specific

needs of gun enthusiasts and law enforcerrient personnel.

51£
Available at your favorite Firearms or Sporting Goods Store,£ ~ or mail $2 for catalog. Dealer inquiries invited.

I'Y,...l.zrIII:: ,HOLSTER & LEATHER GOODS DEPT. AH-5
.,.. I L ~ iiil 155 JERICHO TURNPIKE· MINEOLA, NY 11501· 516-742·7900

A record number of law enforcement of
.l\.. ficers and suppliers of police equip
ment attended Ordnance Expo '83 at the
Los Angeles Police Department Academy
January 25-27.

LAPD Sgt. Dick Newell, Expo coor
dinator, said 26 suites and 13 foreign
countries were represented at Expo '82,
compared with 41 states and 18 foreign
countries this year.

Newell estimated overall attendance at
"close to 5,000;' considerably more than
the number who registered last year. Ex
hibitors totaled 54 in 1982, 109 this year,
according to Newell.

Ordnance-related products on display
included handguns, ammunition, leather
goods, body armor, computerized target
systems, laser devices, low-light level opti
cal equipment and a variety of targets for
police marksmanship training.

Many of the guns were demonstrated on
the academy's ranges, part of the 21-acre
Elysian Park complex situated close to
downtown Los Angeles.

The LAPD Academy is one of the most
advanced police training institutions in the
world and is nestled in a picturesque set
ting of fountains, waterfalls, pine trees and
flowers. Its commanding officer is Captain
Thomas G. Hays.

On hand to demonstrate a variety of
handguns and sights, including the in
creasingly popular Aimpoint, were such
shooting champions as Mickey Fowler of
the Southwest Pistol League in Canyon
Country, California; John Shaw of the
Mid-South Institute of Self-Defense
Shooting in Memphis, Tennessee, and Of
ficer John Pride of the Los Angeles Police
Department, a firearms instructor at the
academy.

Host of Ordnance Expo '83 was the Los
Angeles Police Revolver and Athletic
Club. It was formed in 1925, when a pri
vate organization of sworn members of the
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Federal offers new
loads for handguns

Federal Cartridge Corporation has
announced several new ammunition
products for 1983.

They include two .32 S&W Long
cartridges (a 98-grain hollow base
wadcutter and the conventional 98-grain
lead round nose), a l80-grain jacketed
hollow-point .357 Magnum, and a hyper
velocity .22 Long Rifle cartride, the
Spitfire.

Why the .32 S&W Long?
In the world of international pistol

competition, the light recoil .32 caliber
has completely dominated the .38 Special
as the preferred target cartridge. Federal
is the first U.S. manufacturer to offer a
wadcutter loading for the growing
number of .32 S&W Long target
handguns.

The .32 S&W Long round nose bullet
is loaded to the standard industry
velocity of 705 fps at the muzzle; the
wadcutter, however, is loaded to the
customary European velocity of 780 fps
(giving it a 13 percent greater muzzle
energy).

Federal's new .357 Magnum cartridge
has a straight ogive bullet; with its long
bearing surface, it provides exceptional
accuracy at 100 yards and beyond.

From a IO-inch barrel TIC Contender,
for example, muzzle velocity is 1,540 fps;
energy is 840 foot-pounds.

The large hollow-point cavity provides
maximum caliber expansion, while the
additional mass means that a substantial
core element remains locked in the .357
inch diameter base for driving
penetration.

Fedeal's new .22 Long Rifle cartridge
combines the performance features of a
plated hollow-point bullet with increased
velocity, while being offered at a price
competitive with regular Long Rifle
hollow points. .
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WHA'I"S
NEW

ROGERS
HACKATHORN'

HOLSTER
$33.70

AIMPOINT
Electronic Sight

$148.50
~ ).

~'.

_/-

BUEHLER
PISTOL MOUNT

TSON'S .45 SHOP

DISCOUNTS!
ON ALL PRODUCTS

Aimpoint AutoOrdance
Gerber Choate
HKS Bushnell
MGW Sights B-Square
MTM Selenta
Norton Rogers
Combat PPC Guns
.45 Custom Pachmayr

Work

2057 CLINE AVENUE
FAYETTEVILLE, AR 72701

501-442-2967 ~

,:;~~~~~"~;;~A:'~~:;:;S;.~;~:~I~

Now available, BUEHLER Pistol Mounts in blue or stainless
steel. The Dan Wesson line of pistols with ventilated or solid
ribs is ideal for scoping. The BUEHLER base is installed on
the barrel shroud with screws. Shrouds can be changed with
out removing the mount. Quality and dependable pistol
mounts available for .22's to .44 Magnum.

Send for FREE Catalog 38H

P.O. BOX 140845 ~
14' DONELSON PIKE

NASHVILLE. TENNESSEE 37214 VISA I
SHOP, (615) 889-0862•

XM 15 A1

~::OO:OFF
GALCO LEATHER

(Formerly JaCkass) SSII
For .45 Autos

& Most Revolvers
$48.95

\

$598.50

TOM'S GUN BLUING SHOP
1818 Crestview Drive, Carroll, Iowa 51401
(712) 792-4238

Specializing in Douglas barrel target conver!fions on
Rugers and High Standard 22's. PPC, Hunting and
Silhouette Conversions on Smith, Colt and Ruger.
In-Shop bluing, satin nickel and gold plating.
Write or call after 4:30 p.m. Central Standard time
for details.

PERFECTION IS OUR STANDARD
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World's largest
SUDDlier 0'
gun Darts.

U.S. PRICE $2.95
FOREIGN $3.95

NUMRICH ARMS, the world's
largest supplier of gun parts
offers new Catalog NO.1 0
covering a 150 million parts
inventory with information
never before in pri nt.

Highest Quality Combat
Modifications

GUN BLUING
NICKEL PLATING

PARKERIZING

Swain Drive
Rt. 2 Box 80, Hwy. 69A

Altha, FL 2421
(904) 762-8164

DICK CRAWFORD PISTOLSMITH

Send two 20'¢ stamps
for Picture Brochure.

CRAWFORD COMBAT PISTOLS
CUSTOM BUILT

.45 AUTOS

REBEL GUN REFINISHING, INC.
1620 No. Magnolia Ave.• Dept. A· Ocala, Florida 32670

PHONE (904) 629-5465
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED-SEND EF.l.

Legally. You can ship your gun directly to us.
Quality and satisfaction guaranteed. 3 week
service or less. Send for a price list.
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GUN
PARTS

1·~~ONW Catalog

The most
comprehensive

guide of its type!

~
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~ -'I

,,?~

The Practic'al Book Of Knives
Every aspect of knives and knife making that a

practical person is likely to want to know are
discussed in this comprehensive, profusely illustrated
book. All shapes and sizes, from ice pick to sickle,
pen knife to machete.

Among the subjects treated are the materials
knives are made of, the differences between
stainless and carbon steel, the uses and limitations
of various knife shapes, and the position of the
point for different types of work. The final chapter
tells the reader how to build a knife.
To order your copy, send $7.95 plus $1.50 postage and handling to:
HANDGUNNER BOOKS, Dept. 40AH-5, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite
200, San Diego, CA 92108.
NAME _
ADDRESS _
CITY STATE ZIP_~__
California residents, add 6% sales tax. Allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery.

The Spitfire ammo delivers a muzzle
velocity of 1,500 fps-20 percent faster
than that of conventional high-speed .22
Long Rifle cartridges. It is loaded with a
new 33-grain copper-plated, truncated
cone bullet.

The shape and depth of the Spitfire
hollow point is specifically calculated to
maximize the terminal ballistic
performance of the bullet. It provides
dramatic impact at short plinking ranges,
and improved mushroom expansion over
that of conventional 40-grain hollow
points at longer hunting ranges.

Also in 1983, Federal will offer four
Nyc/ad revolver loads, all in .38 Special
caliber. They are a 148-grain wadcutter, a
158-grain round nose, a 158-grain semi
wadcutter hollow point + P, and a 125
grain semi-wadcutter hollow point non
+ P-the Chiefs Special (it provides
mushrooming capabilities from a two
inch barrel revolver without + P
pressures).

Nyc/ad nylon-jacketed handgun
ammunition provides the velocity and
accuracy of lead bullets, while
eliminating most of the problems
associated with lead bullets. Gun fouling,
bore leading and lubricant smoking are
virtually eliminated, and the amount of
lead particles in the air on firing ranges
is significantly reduced. The nylon
coating serves as a solid state, low
friction lubricant, and thus enhances
internal ballistics.

For more information on Federal's
new cartridges, write to Hugh Reed at
the company-2700 Foshay Tower
(Dept. AH), Minneapolis, ~

MN 55402. ""'

INFO 'QUICKIE'

In order to do the job efficiently,
primers must be seated properly or
their built-in reliability cannot be
assured.

Primers should be seated firmly to
the bottom of the primer pocket. By so
doing, the legs of the primer anvil are in
firm contact against the bottom of the
pocket; at the same time, the primer
anvil is forced deeper into the priming
mix. This places a portion of the mix
over the anvil point under the "dry
compression" area, which increases its
sensitivity to the optimum level.

Controlled laboratory tests have
shown that it requires an average of a
53 percent greater firing pin blow to
effect proper ignition when primers are
seated improperly. This extra amount
of force just isn't available in many
guns.
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STEINER
WORLO'S FINEST

MILITARY/MARINE BINOCULARS
LIGHTER & BRIGHTER

FlUORESCENT COlORS!

Dept. ,6H11241 East Prince Road/P.O. Box 13446/Plastics Division
Tucson. Arizona 85732/602-298-6924

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-528-1142
Bullshooters' Supply is a division of the B.E.W.B. Corp.

Copyright 1981

PISTOL BULLET SWAGING DIES
AND COMPONENTS

Swage half lacket and <mc base bullets in caliber 30, 9mm,
357,44 and 45. Zmc base bullet, may be fired at Jacketed
bullet velocities and at a fraction of the cost.
For information and prices contact SPORT FLITE MFG, INC.

2520 INOUSTRIAL ROW, TROY, Mi 48084
13131 280-0648.

BULLSHOOTERS"· new FLUORESCENT
Sight Insert Kit ... An acrylic resin with
5 fluorescent colors: red, yellow, orange,
blue, green, and opaque white. A liquid
that hardens in 10 minutes, without heat.
Inserts won't fallout, withstand hot
bluing. Our Fluorescent kit includes side
forms, mixing bowl, and complete, illus
trated instructions on front and rear sight
inserts. Immediate shipment, satisfaction guaranteed.

20 INSERT, 1-COLOR KIT (YOUR CHOICE) $ S.95
20 INSERT FLUORESCENT 6 COLOR KIT $16.95
150 INSERT FLUORESCENT 7 COLOR KIT. $38.50
300 INSERT FLUORESCENT 7 COLOR KIT $59.00

BUllSHOOTER'S SUPPlYlM

Revolver Cleaning Kit. Removes leading from Forcing
Cone, Cylinder, and Barrel. Available in either 38-41-44-45
cal. Brass cloth patches (Pk. 10) $2.30. Order direct or from
your dealer. Check or Money Order.

THE LEWIS LEAD REMOVER
SATISFACTION
GUARANTEED

$11.75

ALLOW 12 TO 16 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY

8 x 30 RUBBER COATED MILITARY MODEL SHOCK
PROOF, CORROSION PROOF, WITH UNBREAKABLE
HAUSINGS. TOTALLY WATER PROTECTED FOR USE
AT SEA AND IN EXTREME CLIMATES.

LIST $240 WITH CASE SPECIAl! $149.50
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!

OTHER MODELS AVAILABLE-SEND FOR INFORMATION

,.
·~I

SAN DIEGO KNIVES WE WELCOME -=-
P.O. BOX 326, PHONE ORDERS
LAKESIDE, CA 92040 (619) 561-5900 ..' .

~ GUN SPECIALTIES INC,
'-'V College Park, Georgia P.O. Box 31

······DR·EAtiNAliGiiT·····~
357/448&D :

Conversions of S&W 27-28 Ruger 357 :
T.C, Contender-Marlin 1894 :

BAIN & DAVIS :
559 W. Las Tunas, San Gabriel, Ca. :.•.......................••...........

The Colt Single Action Army was in
troduced in 1873 and became a favorite
of cowboys, sheriffs and outlaws alike.
The pre-war SAAs are a wonder to
behold-faultless case hardening, rich
bluing and meticulous detail given to
fitting. The most common caliber is the
.45 Colt, although the .44-40 WCF was
the most-fired cartridge in the West,
mainly because it was interchangeable
with carbines and rifles of that caliber.

Up to now, the M29s longest barrel
was 8% inches, beneath the maximum
length allowed by silhouette match rules.

The new M29 with longer barrel
weighs 58 ounces empty, and has an
overall length of 16Vs inches.

Suggested retail price is $469.50 with
presentation case, or $423.50 without
(same prices as the 8f's inch barrel M29).

For further information, contact S&W
at 2100 Roosevelt Avenue (Dept. AH),
Springfield, MA OHm.

INFO 'QUICKIE'

saw announces M29
silhoueHe revolver

A new Smith & Wesson M29
Silhouette revolver in .44 Magnum
caliber features a 10% inch barrel and a
unique four-position front sight.

A knurled knob on the front sight
ramp adjusts the front sight blade to
match the four distances at which
metallic handgun silhouette targets
are placed.

Hercules.
Specialists in
smokeless powders
for the Reloader.
Hercules.The leader in reloading
powders for more than sixty years.
Red DotID Bullseye® Herco®
Green DotID Unique® Reloder 7®
Blue DotID Hercules 2400®

Each is special, and each delivers
high energy, fast, clean burn, shot-to
shot consistency, and economy.
Anticorrosive, too, for gun protection.

You do a special job when you re
load. Be sure your powder comes
from the special ist. And be sure to
pick up a Hercules Reloaders' Guide
FREE at your dealer's.

Hercules Incorporated, Marketing
Division. Wilmington. DE 19899.
XS 81-1

JAHERCULES
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ZIpI::
•CllAllllPIOfI8IIOOIDS I

CHOO8E CAftflON SAPI!S I
The iSI-eannon SlIIfe pistol teem are I
ending IPSe Champions. WInners d I

the Blanc:hl Cup Competition for
2 years streight. TheIr custom I

glmS are in'epIac:abIe. So when CAR"O"they're away from home they relyInn
the Cannon Model 24 to safeguard I

their equipment. SAFE CO.• I.C.
• . 11666 McBe8n Avenue

CALL Q8 TOLL FREE AT 1-(800 242.1055 L_(~~~_~~~91732 AH



LIt ALER INUUIHlfS INVITED

INDUSTRY INSIDER
Continued from page 94

producing. Talk was the M-S would have a
sample of its new squeeze-cocker auto, but
I missed seeing it. (I'm told it was sched
uled to arrive the last day of the show.)

At the Sturm, Ruger booth, the Red
hawk still drew considerable attention, as
did the company's stainless steel Black
hawk and the new .357 Maximum re
volver. What caught my eye was a blued
stainless Security Six.

Lin Trapper of Trapper Gun, Inc. had a
nice display of his custom guns, plus the
complete line of Bullseye Spring Kits.

I met with Sig Himmelman of United
Sporting Arms ofArizona and took a look
at his Seville single-action chambered for
the .357 Maximum cartridge; nice gun,
and all stainless.

Dan Wesson was there, in spirit if not in
person, and I believe he would have been
proud of the line of guns that bear his
name. On display were the new stainless
models, including the .41 Magnum.

I thought for sure there would be more
than a half-dozen Colt .45 look-alikes, and
I may have missed one or two.

I did spot a trend that is developing, and
that is the increased use of the auto pistol
among law enforcement agencies. H&K
people were strutting around their booth
telling all who would listen that the New
Jersey State Police had selected the P-7;
S& W is holding seminars on the subject,
and just about every custom pistolsmith
is kept busy doing "duty tunes" ......
on .45 autos. InterestIng. ~

SUPPORT
THE

ADVERTISERS
IN THESE

PAGES!

INFO 'QUICKIE'
In December of 1955, the first Smith

& Wesson M29 was completed and sent
to R. H. Coleman of Remington; the
second M29 was given to Major Gen
eral Julian S. Hatcher, and the third
M29 was given to the man who had the
idea for such a gun-Elmer Keith.

406 Bellevue Ave.
Santa Rosa, CA 95401

. {,,(Iud. 13.00 for shippitl(J

C.fiforni. Hid 6" tu

ARMADILLO
~~~~~AMMO

BOX

Name _

Address _

City/State/Zip

Made of tough cordura ny
lon, padded with waterproof
closed-cell foam and lined
with nylon to protect your gun's
finish, SIDEKICK holsters are
comfortable, lightweight and ex
tremely versatile. Ten sizes ac
commodate nearly every revolver
and auto, and hold them snugly
and securely. Camouflage and
black colors, right and left models,
all with adjustable safety strap ~nd

sturdy 2- inch web belt loop. HI.gh
quality workmanship and attention
to detail. Matching brown and black
2-inch web holster belts sold sepa
rately. See the SIDEKICK at your
gun or sporting goods store.

Send $1.00 for catalog and selection
guide to Michaels of Oregon,
Dept. AHG-1, P.O. Box 13010,
Portland, OR 97213.

M.iI Ord.r Only
Direct FTOm:

~~W~~~ll.ll.~
~OO'J)'J)U~~
~~c?~(1'\t

UNCLE
MlKE:S

• COMPLETE KIT INCLUDING FASTENERS
• QUALITY HARDWOOD PL Y CONSTRUCTION
• W' ALUMINUM' HANDLE
• EASIL Y TRANSPORTS AMMO AND ALL YOUR

EQUIPMENT TO THE RANGE
• LARGE GRA V1TY DRA WER FOR ACCESSORIES AND

TOP TRA Y FOR SPENT BRASS
• PRE-SANDED WOOD READIL Y ACCEPTS

ALL PAINT FINISHES

by Michaels of Oregon

SIDEKICK®
Great new idea in

HOLSTERS
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CONVERSATION WITH A CHAMPION

THE BORE
WITH

EVERY
.38 ROUND!

for BETTER SCORES
and longer barrel life!

ZINC-BASE
BULLET

SWAGE DIES

JW: How important is dry firing and other
practice at home?
CG: Dry firing is important as a supple
ment to live fire practice but should not be
used as a substitute. By all means practice
gun handling techniques, such as drawing
and reloading. The faster you can get the
pistol into actic;m from the holster, or after
a reload, the more time you have to make
accurate shots.
JW: To sum up, your advice is to practice as
frequently as possible, practice for accuracy
first and speed second, and never lose sight
of the fundamentals of proper sight align
ment, trigger control and follow-through.
CG: It's that simple.
JW: But not easy. ~

CG: You're learning. ~

A TEXTBOOK BY E. R. FENJOH
ABOUT THE PROPER USE OF A
HAND GUN TO DEFEND A HOME

AND ITS OCCUPANTS
HARDCOVER

ILLUSTRATED
SE:\D

$6.95 POST PAID
TO:

GOLD STAR PUB. CO.
DEPT. AH-5, 90 CRICKET AVE.

ARDMORE, PA 19003

GUNFIGHTING

AT HOME

AND

RELATED

SUBJECTS
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Exclusively from C-H

Low-Cost and Easy To Use

WRITE FOR FULL INFORMA nON
or send $2.00 for complete Loading
Equipment catalog-get $3.00 back
on first order of $25. 00 or over!

blasting away absent-mindedly after
you've lost your concentration, you're
wasting time and ammunition. And you're
actually practicing bad habits. So, when
you start to miss the target and can't re
establish the fundamentals of proper sight
picture, trigger control and follow
through, it's time to quit.
JW: Does concentration span improve with
experience?
CG: I believe it does. When I first started
shooting, I got tired very easily, both phys
ically and mentally. Now, I can go a lot
longer.
JW: Then what do you advise the shooter
who can only practice once a week?
CG: If you only have one day a week to
practice, it would probably be best to fire
two distinct sessions, one in the morning
and one in the afternoon, with at least two
hours in-between. And it's very important
to rest between sessions. But at the cham
pionship level, there's no substitute forfre
quent practice. I've talked to many top
IPSC shooters and most of them have easy
access to a practice facility. Some can liter
ally walk out their back door and begin
shooting.
JW: And you don't have that luxury?
CG: Unfortunately not. It would be great
if I could set up three or four metal plates
and a few silhouettes in my back yard. And
it would be ideal if I had the room to set up
entire courses of fire. But even firingjust 20
or 30 rounds a day at one metal plate
would be of great benefit.
JW: Sinceyou and most ofour readers don't
have that advantage, how wouldyou recom
mend dividing practice time between the
fundamentals and a specific match?
CG: Ifyou compete in an organized league
with regularly scheduled matches, I'd sug
gest dividing practice sessions about
equally between the basics and the upcom
ing match. I usually start with basic marks
manship while I'm still fresh and my
concentration is up. If I'm able to make
good, accurate shots, I then move on to
practice the specific match. Of course, if
the match in question is some kind of stan
dard exercise-such as the Bianchi
Practical-in effect then you're practicing
the basics by practicing for the match. But
if it's an assault course, a "quick-and
dirty" or Comstock Count match, or a
speed shooting event like the Steel Chal
lenge, it's easy to lose the basics while prac
ticing, because fast shooting tends to erode
the fUndamentals. I
JW: Do you have a different approach to
practice for speed events?
CG: I still practice for accuracy first and
speed second. As you master the basics,
speed comes as a byproduct. If you try to
do it the other way around-that is, if you
go for speed first-you'll probably miss,
fast.

By Jon Winokur

CG: There's no secret. You just have to ex
ecute the fundamentals of proper sight
alignment, trigger control and follow
through. That is, you have to learn how to
center the front sight vertically and hori
zontally within the rear notch, release the
trigger without disturbing that sight pic
ture, and hold it long enough after the shot
goes off so that you know where the bullet
strikes without looking at the target. And
you have to do it when it counts.
JW: Sounds simple.
CG: It's simple, but not easy. It takes a
great deal of concentration and practice.
Intelligent practice.
JW: What do you mean by "intelligent"
practice?
CG: It's not the quantity of practice but the
quality that counts. Leonard Knight, the
great Southwest Pistol League Combat
Master, expressed it another way: "It's not
how much you practice, but how often.
One hundred rounds a day is better than
2,000 rounds a weekend." Practice can't be
quantified solely in terms of the number of
rounds fired. Some days you may be able
to make as many as 200 good shots, other
days maybe only 50 or so. You have to de
termine the limit of your concentration
and not exceed it, because if you continue
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Editor's note: Written by a combat shooter,
Conversation With a Champion is a regular
feature of the American Handgunner. Here
is Winokur's interview with Craig Gifford
of the Southwest Pistol League, sponsor of
the highly successful Steel Challenge
match, or World Speed Shooting Cham
pionship, an annual event held on the
Juniper Tree range in Canyon Country,
California.

JW: You've been successful on the combat
shooting circuit, having won, among other
titles, the Soldier of Fortune Three-Gun
Match, the IPSC (International Practical
Shooting Confederation) Rifle Champion
ship, and a Gold Medal at the 1979 IPSC
World Championship. And you've recently

joined the select group of Combat Masters.
What's the secret to your success?
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7532 Tyler Blvd., Mentor, Ohio 44060
1-216-953-8354

Extended Magazine Release
Button for Colt. AMT and
Crown City Autos. Completely
replaces the existing release.
No drilling or tapping
necessary. Instructions
included. $19.95 postpaid.
N.Y. res. add 7% tax. WE pay
ALL Shipping Charges.
Satisfaction or your money
back.

M-S Ambidextrous Safety (B/SS), 33.75
M-S or King Extended Combat Safety (B/SS) 17.50
M-S Extended Slide Release (B/SS) . . .. 17.50
M-S Beavertail Grip Safety (B/SS) 17.95
Colt Drop-in Beavertail Grip 8afety . .24.00
King Drop-in Beavertail Grip Safety (8/58) 22.00
King-Tappan Combat Sights .. . 28.50
Bianchi Holsters: Chapman :It 50 41.00; Askins # 4 35.00
Bianchi B-9 Belt (Please State Size) .23.50
Davis Holsters: Realist;: 1145 or Usher # 1045. 60.00
Davis Holsters: Uberty # ~53 or Machaira # 4532 . 30.00
Davis # 114 Belt 25.00; Davis 45MP Obi. Pouch 19.95
Aiessi Obi. Mag Pouch 13.00: Single Pouch 9.00
Wolf Spring Kit (State weight & Gun) 4.80
Wilson Shok-Buft Kit (Gov't/Comm) .. 5.50
Checkered Magazine Pads (Black Neoprene) . .1.00
Wilson Trigger 14.95; Deluxe Long Trigger 11.95
Combat C.orner Quick Loader Magazine Well. .6.50

JIM'S FLYf SHOPPE. Dept. AHG, Rd. '#1. 9518 Rt. 60.
Fredonia, N.Y. 14063

HARD CAST LEAD BULLETS-SIZED & LUBED

9MM 115 GR. RN . . $27.50
30 CAl. 115 GR. SPITZER 27.50
38 CAl. 148 GR. we. ..........•.... . 28.50
38 CAl. 148 GR. DEWC 28.50
38 CAl. 158 GR. RN . 29.50
38 CAl. 158 GR. SWe. . 29.50
41 CAl. 210 GR. SWC . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. .. . . .. 36.50
44 CAl. 225 GR. SWC . . 36.50
44 CAl. 240 GR. SWC . . 37.50
45 CAl. 185 GR. WC 31.50
45 CAl. 200 GR. SWC 32.50
45 CAl. 230 GR. RN 36.50

0.5.5. "COPPER·CLAD" BULLETS

9MM 115 GR. RN $35.50
38 CAl. 158 GR. SWC . . 40.50
44 CAl. 240 GR. SWC 50.50
45 CAl. 230 GR. RN 47.50

All prices per lOCO-Ali bullets bulk packed 500 to a box.
Special wax type lubricant- # 2 Alloy

ALL ORDfRS SHIPPED FREIGHT COllEC!.
QUALITY GUARANIIID OR YOUR MONEY REFUNDED

'DEALERS WRITI OR CAll FOR WHOLESALE PRICE.lISTS

'983 HANDGUNNfR ANNUAL
Now on your newsstand'

•..............................................

r"FIFTH"ANNUAii""
.~ ~ X h: ~,

:t' '~V\l...~
~ Wf TEXARKANA
~BOWLING PIN MATCH
~ Saturday, April 23, 1983
~ Match begins at 9 a.m. Books close at 10 a.m.
~ Guns awarded to top 15 shooters!

: Over $3,000 in prizes will be awarded winners!
Entry fee: $35 until April 20; $45 thereafter.
I',:~"j;- Two·man competition Sunday, April 24;
~ Shotgun competition Sunday, April 24!

For complete details contact:
TEXARKANA GUN CLUB
1419 State Line
Texarkana, TX 75501
214 794·5571

For information on Pistol 'S3, write
to the association at Spirella Build
ing, Bridge Road, Letchworth, Herts
(SGG-4ET), England. Or call Richard
Munday at 010-44-279-84-2154,
in Herts.

The American Handgunner will carry
a full report on last year's match, with
pictures, in the july-August issue.

Eyeglass attachment
hones sight picture

A clear sight picture is one of the most
important aspects of accurate iron sight
shooting.

To meet this need, Clearsight recently
introduced an opticalloupe attachment
for eyeglasses. .

The attachment comes with three
optical-grade plastic lenses designed to
transfer the focus of relaxed vision from
infinity to the area of the handgun sights in
the normal firing position.

The lenses are furnished in .50, .75 and
1.00 diopter (a diopter is a measure of the
refractive power of a lens). The larger the
diopter, the greater the magnification.

Information from Clearsight indicates
the .75 lens is best for shooters with 20120
vision, and also for most lighting condi
tions. The .50 lens is recommended for in
door shooting, and the one diopter lens for
bright light.

Only trial will tell which lens is best
suited to the individual shooter's eye and
firing conditions.

Its lens is 24rrim in diameter. The mount
is adjustable and hinged, so it can be raised
out of the line of vision when not in use.

The lens holder arms is 'designed so that
by removing the nut that holds it to the
frame it can be reversed for use on either

Big handgun shoot
scheduled at Bisley

T he world's largest pistol and
revolver match is scheduled to

be held the end of May this year at
Whitsun on the century-old complex of
ranges in Bisley, England.

Sponsored by Great Britain's Na
tional Pistol Association, the match
Pistol 'S2-was attended last year
by more than 1,000 shooters from 10
countries.

.38 SUPER, .38 SPL

.45 ACP, .223
AND OTHERS

Call For Quantity Prices
(512) 858;.4441

THE BRASS WORKS
p.o. Box 315H

Dripping Springs, TX 78620

BRASS

Available in matt,
black oxide & satin
nickel finish.

;;: 4 Missing Link, Dept. AH
Rossville, GA 30741

404-866-5589

Bases only (less Leaf) $24.65
Plain Leaf. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 7.30
White outline Leaf 10.75
Add $1.00 for postage & hdlg. N.M. residents add
sales tax.
Dealers please inquire. No collect calls, pleasel

Miniature Machine Company
210 E. Poplar Deming, New Mexico 88030

505-546-2151

MMC
Adjustable Combat Rear Sights
Available for Colt M-1911 & Descendents
(No.1 base), High Standard autos (No.2 &
No.4 bases), Ruger Std. autos (No.3 base).
Adaptable to other pistols tool

When ordering state
gun, base no., leaf no.,
finish & width of notch

Ralph W. Ingle, Master Engraver with 20 years of experience
engraving in the traditional manner of Hammer &Chisel
offers acolor catalog of engraved guns &Presentation Cases
with Ivory or Mother·of·Pearl Accessories for $3.00.

......EItIIYt
With rust, corrosion, mildew ruinIog ultl~
guns, preelslon-flntst\Eld equfpmel'lt. etc•._

urge Silica Gel UnIt 'Dtlnks'
Dampn... from ttte Air
2000 Gram canister protects 144
cu. It. of enclosed ,pace. lde(ll
for closets, large ceblnets, .Ms,
liarkrooma, etc. The desJocant of
chelce bY GOV't and IndU8tIY. sUl·
ea-gel adsorbs moisture to create
a protective shield of dryair with
in any enclosed area. 16# high.
All metal oonstrucUon. Requlres.J-,...,..._...
no electricity. BulJi.fl'l ~ndleat~ sftfl6lS
when to reactivate. Reaetivatet\ eastfy In
any oven. Lifetime protection. Mdooy back
guarentee. $37.50 eacl'l. Send printed nam&
& address with check. NY rH. addsales tate.
HydrolIOrbent Co. Box 675-Z Rye, NY 19580
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• Your love of guns and shooting can
lead to an exciting career opportu
nity! let leading Arms Experts train
you for a career in gun repair. Fed.
Gun law permits licensed trainees to
sell arms, ammo without Inventory.
Order for others on cost-plus basis.
Save up to 25% and more· on fine
guns, accessories, gunsmith sup
plies! Start your own business; or
"Gun-Pro" Career. Graduation from
this course does not insure that you
will get a job To find out how our

- - - - - - - ~':!!' -==-=-==-==:;;

-------- -.,CUT OUT CARBON
Incredible New Lubricantl I

II5iIIIII I
• Guns d~ow"'n"'c"'",'O'bo"'n=.P;;:',e"',"'en'='rs"lead I
• No more scraping build-up I

' and chipping • Increases accuracy
• Sh~ot m'ore. and muzzle velocity

clean less • Extends barrel life I
INTRODUCTORY OFFER:

One ounce container of amazing new T GUN I
lubricant at the Incredibly low pnce of $4.95
each. (PlUS $1.00 postage and handling.) I
Calif. reSIdents add 6% sales tax.

Mall check or money order
along With your name and address to I
PROLUBE PROOUCTS - Dept. A

P.O. Box 1526 I
Rancho California, CA 92390

AJAX CUSTOM GRIPs, INC
12229 COX LANE

. DALLAS, T£XAS7S234
214-241-8382

""""1nquitIft IItriMd
. Send $2 for picture catlJlog
Refundable with first I'U*:heISfl

GWM DAVIS
P.O. Box 446 • Arcadia· CA 91006

MAKER OF CUSTOM
LEATHER PRODUCTS FOR THE
PRACTICAL PISTOL SHOOTER

Many new
products for both
autos and revolvers.
Send $1 for new '82 Catalog.

DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME ...'------'--------

over a quarter million sold
MODEL

K-86

,INFO 'QUICKIE'
Made for a relatively short time (1941

to 1951), the High Standard Model HD
and the wartime-introduced Model
HOM-which differs mainly in the
addition of a manual ~afety-may still
be found today in gun shops and at gun
shows. The exposed hammer .22 autos
came in barrel lengths of6314 inches and
4Y2 inches.

1983 HANDGUNNIR ANNUAl.
Now on your newssf.',,11

Combat shooters oHer
uni~ue dry firing kit

A home practice, dry firing kit is
offered by Mickey Fowler and Mike
Dalton of International Shootists, Inc. of
Mission Hills, California.

The kit includes a selection of
silhouette targets and circles (both black
and white), scaled down to exact sizes to
reproduce full-size targets used in
combat shooting at 7, 10, 15,25 and
50 yards.

"Dry firing is an absolute must to
becoming proficient with your firearm;'
said Fowler and Dalton, both nationally
known combat shooters.

"It is a very effective and inexpensive
way for you to practice at home for self
defense or recreation;' they added.

The kit comes with complete
instructions for its proper use and
sells for $3.95.

Kits may be ordered directly from
International Shootists, Inc., POB 5254
(Dept. AH), Mission Hills, CA 91345.

American Sales & Mfg.
Box 6n, Laredo, TX 78040

(512) 723-6893

Handcrafted
from top grain

American Leathers.
(Not bonded.) 24 bullet loops,

fully lined, welt construction, leg &
hammer tie downs, 100% American made.
Whether you own a Blackhawk, Su
perblackhawk, Buntllne, Virginian or other
revolvers, we have the right rig for you.
see your dealer or order by mail
4%" to 6W' bbl. lengths $69.95
7W' bbl. lengths 74.95
8" to 101/2" bbl. lengths n.95
Add $3~OO for postage and handling. Texas
residents add Statesales tax. Send cashiers
check or money order.

World's Largest Producer of Quality Gunbelt Rigs

Armadillo now oHers
line of ammo boxes

the right or left side.
Weight of the device is only 114 ounce.
Cost: $40, untinted; $50, optical yellow.
For further information, write Clear-

sight,POB 14838 (Dept. AH), North Palm
Beach, FL 33408.

A hard plywood ammo box kit is
being produced by Armadillo Shooting
Supply.
Featuring a large gravity drawer and

aluminum handle, it comes from the
factory pre-sanded for individual
painting or varnishing, complete with all
fasteners.

The kit price in mahogany is $37.
The box also comes assembled and

finished in mahogany at $60; birch, $70
and oak, $90.

Shipping charge is $3.
For more information, contact the

company at 406 Bellevue Ave. (Dept.
AH), Santa Rosa, CA 95401.
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10532 S. Painter Ave.. Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670. Write for our catalog. 11

INFO 'QUICKIE'

Our list can help .'-~--
you do the other --rR~~---
things you have on __~
your list. Such as fix 5~TJ,~
the car ... check on -- ~_.-

social security ... start --Co7l3.rlJ'fi- .----,.
the diet ... find out _t~[2.t{- .
about the loan. . . -~ ----

Ourlististhe -~~------::
Consumer Information .' __ ---.- ----: .
Catalog. And it's free. ---'

Just send us a postcard or letter with your name
and address. Write:

Consumer Information Center
Dept. PA Pueblo, Colorado 81009

Put Our List
On Your List

In 1954, Smith & Wesson came out
with its double-action M39 auto in
9mm caliber. A few pistois-IO of them,
to be exact-were made without the
double-action system. This experimen
tal version was called the M44 and you
are not likely to see one-they're
that rare.

Wilson-Rogers present
stainless steel .45 mag

Other features include a Wolff
extra-power magazine spring, a
removable base for easy cleaning, and
manufacturing tolerances that have been
kept to a minimum to assure positive fit
and function.

The base, with pad, is made of
moulded, synthetic plastic.

All moulded parts are manufactured
from a new, unbreakable material.

The magazine body is designed and
manufactured to eliminate cracking, a
common problem in .45 auto mags. It is
heat-treated to RIC 38.

Suggested retail price is $20.
For more information, write Bill

Wilson, Wilson's Gun, Route 3, Box
211-D (Dept. AH), Berryville, AR 72616.

Combat pistol shooters may wish to
take a close look at a new .45 match
magazine manufactured from aircraft
grade certified stainless steel.

The seven-round magazine-named
the Wilson-Rogers (for Bill Rogers and
Bill Wilson)-has a moulded, synthetic
follower, rounded and designed for
positive slide stop operation.

GET YOUR 1983 HANDGUNNER ANNUAL
* ~* Includes New '83 Handguns, Self-Defense ~

: Handgunning, Airgun Review, .:
* 500 places to shoot, more! ...
: Send $4.95 to :* American Handgunner, ~

: Box 16439, San Diego, CA 92116. :
****************************

Maine is ahandgun hunter's paradise! No state handgun restrictions
your hunting license is your permit. Bow hunters, rifle hunters, etc.
are welcome too. We also offer spring and fall bear hunts in North
western Ontario (handguns not allowed in Canada). Quality accom
modations in both U.S. and Canada.

IPSC, PPC 6 SERVICE GUNS
toilored to your needs

w. R. MOORE
P.O. Box 17252

Pittsburgh, PA 15235
(send sase fo' p'ices)

Please call or write
for free information:

Maine hunts in Sept. & Oct.
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With the T\lvo Gun Books of the Year

1983 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER ANNUAL

1982 GUNS ANNUAL

r-------------,
ORDER BLANK I
Mall to: 11------:--------------------------.-,
GUNS ANNUAL 591 Camino de la Reina Suite 200 san Diego, CA 92108 Dept. 119-AH I
__ I want double-barrel excitement. send me both the GUNS ANNUAL Volume 25 and the AMERICAN I
HANDGUNNER ANNUAL Volume 26 for only $7.90. fA S/.OO savings off the individual cover prices.) II
__ Send me the GUNS ANNUAL Vol. 25 only. Enclosed is S3.95.
__ Send me the AMERICAN HANDGUNNER ANNUAL Vol. 26 only. Enclosed is $4.95. II
__ Check or money order __ Charge Credit Card __ Visa __ MC
Number Exp. Date Signature I
NAME IADDRESS _

CITY STATE ZIP I
California residents add 6% sales tax. Allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery.



suprised-as was I-about the lack of
"Magnum Jab."

Felt recoil ran from practically non-exis
tent with the lighter bullets to a healthy
"push" with the heavy loads. Rapid fire
control was a cinch with all but the heav
iest loads, and even those are quite man
ageable with some practice.

With any auto-pistol, reliability is the
key word, and in the Coonan, reliable is an
apt description. This thing just ate up any
and all .357 Magnum ammo that I put
through it, and that included the old S&W
90-grain loads and lead semi-wadcutter
factory rounds. Bullet configuration made
no difference. I dumped all available
ammo in a box and mixed them up, then
proceeded to load the magazine wi th
whatever came out of the box. Result? No
jamming. I did experience a problem with
one cartridge, the Scorpion by Hydra
Shok. This is a .357 Magnum round with a
super-expanding JHP bullet loaded to a
low velocity (about 950 fps from a re
volver). If I maintained a solid hold on the
gun, it would function reliably with these
cartridges, although the cases would
barely clear the slide; but, if I relaxed my
wrist-even a little-I was rewarded with a
"stovepipe" jam. If one were to use these
roundS, a change to a slightly lighter recoil
spring should correct that problem.

Accuracy proved to be not the best. The
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THE
COONAN

piece simply by pushing against the rail
sticking through the frame. I'm not sure
that I like this set up, because of the 'pos
sibility of debris causing the mechanism to
jam. But it works reliably, as far as I can
determine.

SOME LOOSENESS
In disassembly, I noticed that there was

a small amount of play in the barrel-to
bushing fit, and the rear lock-up could
have been tighter. The test pistol had sev
eral thousand rounds through it before I
got it, and I feel that this may have caused
the loosenes. After all, the .357 Magnum is
a much higher intensity cartridge than the
.45, and I feel that it probably causes the
pilltol to loosen up somewhat faster than
does the .45 auto. Dan Coonan agreed.

Shooting the Coonan takes a bit of get
ting used to. I had hoped to fire it in my
club's IPSC (International Practical Shoot
ing Confederation) match, but was only
supplied with but one magazine. I did,
however, give several club members an op
portunity to fire the gun and all were

changeable with the Colt .45.
The trigger is held in the frame by a pin,

and pivots freely against a mechanism trig
ger bar that protrudes through the front of
the frame. Although I didn't strip the pistol
to its bare bones, I get the feeling that you
could remove the actual trigger and fire the

This big, stainless
steel gun eats up any
load without jam
ming. Felt recoil is
moderate, magazine
loading different.

By Jim Weller

I t was about three years ago that I first
spoke with Bill Coonan about his pro

posed .357 Magnum Autoloader.
At that time, there were certain financial

problems to be worked out; but he prom
ised to keep in touch, and to get me one of
the first ones off the production line. I
heard nothing for all this time, and was
quite surprised to get a phone call one day
telling me that one was being shipped.

The gunin this teSt was #005, and is
what Dan Coonan calls a "pre-produc
tion" piece. After doing the initial firing, I
spoke again with both Bill and Dan
Coonan and gave them my impressions
and suggestions. They agreed that I had
valid points and said they are presently
working on solutions to everything I had
suggested. What were my suggestions?
How does it work? Let's take a look.

The pistol, at first glance, looks some
what like the original Colt M1905. It's
made of stainless steel, with the same
grade being used in both slide and frame. I
was concerned about "galling" between
frame and slide, but Dan assured me that
with their heat-treating process, the galling
problem is eliminated. It's a large pistol,
although not as large as it actually looks.
The comparison to a Colt .45 auto is as
follows: Slide is 3/8 inch longer, the butt is
1I2 inch longer from top to bottom and the
length of pull is longer by almost 1I4 inch.

• The latter measurement is a necessity, by
virtue of the longer cartridge. Unlike the
Colt .45, the frame rails run the whole
length of the slide, and the extractor is on
the outside of the slide, like the Browning
Hi-Power.

It weighs 48 ounces loaded with eight
rounds (one in the chamber).

Field stripping of the pistol is accom
plished exactly the same as with the Colt
.45 auto. The same bushing and recoil set
up is used, and the link and pin, barrel
bushing, recoil spring plug, sear, discon
nector, hammer and sear spring are inter-
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•
MAGNUM

AUTOLOADER

2O-l.OQ(, MAGAZtE CATQl
2HOCK._
22-_
23-PIt-. LN<
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25-PIt EXTRACTOR
:Ie-PltFllNl
27-Plt_
:ie-PIt _ S1RIT

211 PIt MAGAZtE FOUOW9I
30 PltIolo\GAZlE LOAlltG
3'-Plt_CN'
32-Plt_HOU!lN)
33-PltSEAR
34-PIt "TAOOER
35-FU"IE. MAGA2I'E FLOOR
3Il-PLlJCl AECOL
37- PU.NllER. SUlE STOP3Il PU.NllER. _ LOQ(

,- BAR. TlIOOER
2-'
3-800Y. MAGAZH:
4~-'
5-~ ClIW' SCfEW
8-CN'._
7-CATOi, MAQIZINE
8 CATOi, SUlE
9- OlSCONECTOR
'O~OR
,,- EXTRACTOR
'2 FOU.OWBl. MAGA2I'E
'3-FRAME
'4 ClIW' • LEFT HAN)
15 ClIW'.1WlHT HAN)

'8_
'7 HOUSlNCl,_
'8LH<.-.
,a-LOCK. ClIW'

sights which came on the gun were a set of
MMC fixed sights, and the front sight was
already taken down so low that there
wasn't much left. With myself and another
shooter firing from 25 yards in the
"rollover prone" position, bullets of 158
160 grains shot anywhere from 8-12 inches
low, while lighter slugs of 90, 110, and 125
grains at least printed on the target. The
best group we could manage all day was
one two-incher using the Scorpion rounds.
The average was somewhere around 5-6
inches at 25 yards-certainly not tack
driving accuracy. To be fair though, this
'gun was somewhat loose, and I feel that
with a good set of adjustable sights and a
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311-9CAEW. ClIW'
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42-iIllHT. FRONT
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57-MDClE.MAGAZtE

tight action, accuracy would improve sub
stantially.

I put up several IPSC targets and pro
ceeded to empty the magazine from 20
yards about as fast as I could fire, with the
result being all "A" hits and group sizes
not much worse than the ones we fired
from the prone position. You figure it out;
I can't.

There are several drawbacks to the
Coonan as it now stands, and I've listed
them as follows, along with the comments
given to me by Dan Coonan:

Sights: The MMC fixed sights don't do
justice to this gun. I made no bones about
it to Dan Coonan. At the suggested retail

price (in the $500-plus range), the buyer
deserves a whole lot better. Dan told me
the first 500 guns will be fitted with these
sights, while those following will have
good adjustable sights. You can install
your own set of adjustable Bo-Mars, or
whatever, if you're so inclined.

Magazines: You simply can't load them
without the use of a short rod, supplied
with each gun. At the base of the follower

-is a bushing through which you insert the
rod and pull down. The rounds are then
inserted at the front of the magazine below
the feed lips. Once loaded, the slide should
be locked back to facilitate the insertion of
the magazine. It just doesn't want to go in
when the slide is home. If you leave one in
the chamber and try to insert a fully
loaded magazine, you'll be disappointed.
If you leave one round out, you can insert
the magazine with a round up the spout,
but you have to push hard. According to
Coonan, the design of the magazine makes
this necessary. The company is working on
at least a partial solution to the problem.

TAPERED CHAMBER
Fired cases: All cases fired show a bulge

about three-quarters of the way around
near the rim. Miking the cases show it to be
about 1211,000 inch; it tapers to the case
mouth. Coonan explained that the cham
ber is tapered slightly to facilitate loading
and extraction, and that there have been
no problems with any ammo. The cases
can be resized easily, Coonan said that he
has reloaded the cases (after being bulged)
with no trouble, although he admits he
likes his loads in the middle-range power
category.

Grip safety: Simply put, it bites. The
hammer is a Colt Commander type, and
although it nipped me several times with
out being too serious, someone with a large
hand is bound to get it sooner or later-but
good. Later models will have an improved
(longer) grip safety installed.

Coonan Arms is now shipping what it
calls "pre-ordered guns:' These are going
to those who placed orders back when the
company first got started. After that, the
full production weapons will be avail
able-hopefully with some of the
improvements that Coonan and I dis
cussed. It has the potential to be a fine gun
if the changes are made.

For full information, contact Coonan
Arms Inc. (Dept. AH), 1163 Old .....
Fort Rd., St. Paul, MN 55102. ~
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REVOLVERS:

HOWGOOD
JlRETHEr?
Some 50 years of trial and error

by shooters and pistolsmiths
have resulted in near total

perfection.

By Fred Romero

Editor's note: The author is a senior
training officer with the Los Angeles Police
Department, with which he has been asso
ciated for more than 16 years. A veteran
shooter, Romero won the gruelling Practi
cal Event at the 1982 Bianchi Cup match, a
stage sponsored by the A merican Handgun
nero Romero credits Bill Davis of the Davis
Company, a police supply house in Sacra
mento, California, for providing him with
much of the information for the story that
follows. Davis is a retired firearms instruc
tor for the California Highway Patrol.

Big, heavy, and formidable looking, the
modern-day PPC revolver represents

an impressive mixture of state-of-the-art
features not ordinarily found in a combat
handgun.

Replete with an awesome array of de
sign innovations, these guns are capable of
firing 1\12 inch groups, or better, at 50 yards.
PPC guns are, some of the most accurate
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and reliable handguns to be found in com
petition today. Admittedly, the average
PPC revolver may look like an overly com
plicated and impractical piece, but
because of their reputation for flawless
performance, these guns are showing up in
increasing numbers at many of the profes
sional "money" matches. For the record,
10 of the "Top Twenty" shooters at the 1982
Bianchi Cup match used a PPC-type
revolver.

Why are these guns so good, and why
are they appealing to more and more se
rious shooters? The answer lies in a simple
rule of industry: Necessity is the mother of
invention. The present PPC revolver is the
result of about 50 years of trial and error
by PPC shooters and gunsmiths. Because
PPC is such a competitive sport, innova
tions came hot and heavy in an attempt to
maximize the absolute potential of the
handgun. Some things worked, some
didn't. Accuracy and dependability are the
bottom line with PPC shooters, and the

LAPD Officer John Pride, a veteran
marksman, fires behind a barricade.
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highly customized shooting machines that
are campaigned at PPC matches around
the country today are the end result of
years of motivated effort.

As fascinating as the PPC revolver is, no
detailed article on these guns would be
complete without a brief history of PPC
shooting itself. By understanding how the
sport was developed, you will obtain a bet
ter insight on these unique weapons.

PPC HISTORY
PPC came about, indirectly, because

many police shooters in the early 1930s felt
that "bullseye" was not wholly adequate
for the kind of training considered neces
sary to prepare street policemen for real
life situations. In the heat of combat, no
one really expected a policeman to hold
his gun straight out with his strong hand
and put his weak hand in his pocket, but
there were no accepted alternatives to
teach the police community otherwise.
That's when PPC laid down its roots, ap
proximately 50 years ago, at the National
Pistol Matches, in Camp Perry, Ohio.

During the National (bullseye)
Matches, field-oriented shooters
developed a simple combat course to be
fired in conjunction with special small
arms seminars. Each year, the seminars
grew in popularity, and the "Hogan's AI
ley"-type course that was used set the pace
for combat shooting enthusiasts for several
years.

Realizing the ne.ed for a formalized
"practical" course of fire for the handgun,
the Federal Bureau of Investigation came
up with a unique format prior to WWII. It
was called PPC, and it stood for Practical
Pistol Course. The new FBI course utilized
silhouette targets with scoring rings related
to "kill-zones," and the shooter was re
quired to fire from various distances (7
yards to 60 yards) and different combat
positions, using both the strong and weak
hand. To add a little more realism, the
course was also fired under timed condi
tions, making it necessary for the shooter
to reload under pressure throughout the
event. Compared to the rigid format of
conventional bullseye shooting, the FBI
course was heralded as the best approach
yet to the problem of simulating combat
conditions on the range.

PPC CONTINUES TO GROW
The new course was adopted by many

police agencies as their intermediate or ad
vanced course of fire. Fueled by an
increasing and faithful grass-roots follow
ing, PPC continued to grow and, in 1959,
the first National Police Match was held in
Bloomington, Illinois. From that time on,
PPC has turned into the most prominent of
all police courses. Encompassing what
some experts believe to be the best ele
ments of both accuracy shooting and com
bat shooting, PPC has produced a breed of
marksmen noted for their ability to per
form well in other shooting events as well.
Much of the credit must go to the basic
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Author's gun: a
fine example of
old-style PPC
revolver with Bo
Mar sight, Hurst
grips, reworked
cylinder latch. Note
eraser, cut to exact
fit and glued to
the trigger guard.

,
',.

PPC gun made by
Davis Co., Sacra
mento. Note ad
iustable cam, front
sight. Adiustable
trigger stop has a
rubber insert set into
the back of Allen
head screw. Anofber
good gun for PPC.
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front sight on the Arist-O-Crat sight-rib, made by L. Tiritilli. This sight, in combina
tion with the one above, will result in an excellent sight picture for'PPC shooting,
along with bullseye, combat and other popular U.S. handgun shooting sports.

Adiustable rear sight of the Arist-O-Crat sight-rib. Note the 3-position Allen head
screws, which are pre-set for 7 and 25 yards, 50 yards and neck-hold at 25 yards.
The cam is set by rotating the screw head on the right side of the sight.

being overly large and heavy looking. But,
in spite of their awkward appearance, bull
barrels serve a practical need (com
petitivelyspeaking), in that they generally
are more accurate; the extra mass reduces
recoil, and the placement of more weigh!
out front gives the gun better handling and
feel.

MICRO-GROOVED BARRELS
Bull barrels are accurate because they

utilize "micro-grooves." Instead of the cus
tomary five or six lands and grooves that
the standard factory barrel comes with, a
micro-grooved barrel is machined with lO
lands and grooves, with a twist of l-in-JO to
l-in-16 inches, depending on personal
preference. The extra weight comes from
barrel diameters of one inch or larger.

In an effort to add more overall weight,
many gunsmiths are finding creative ways
to increase the size and placement of a
lower barrel "rib." A machined metal slab
is usually affixed under the barrel with a
cut-out for the ejector rod. This allows the
lower rib to pass as a cylinder lock-up de
vice, while at the same time increasing the
overall weight of the gun.

Sights: Like every other component on
a modern PPC gun, the sights have also
gone through an evolutionary process. Ob
viously, factory sights on a stock gun were
used in the early days out of necessity; but,
as the sport grew, so did the science of
handgun sights.

Drawing from the experience of success
ful bullseye marksmen, PPC shooters
opted for high profile sights for a more de
fined sight picture. Many variations of fac
tory sights were tried and, in about 1971,
PPC shooters in California sent a request
to Bo-Mar to come up with a "sight-rib" to
be used specifically on PPC revolvers.
What came back was the West Coast Rib, a

COlltillued 011 page 71

ing. Also, it has been determined that any
advantage gained in weigh by using a
heavier frame (such as the M19 and M27)
is offset by the increased chamber space of
the wadcutter bullet from the forcing cone.
H is generally ,agreed that the closer toler
ances of the .38 frame with a .38 wadcutter
will result in better accuracy. Periodically,
some will even go so far-to accommodate
the wadcutter-that they will shorten the
cylinder by milling it down, and extend the
forcing cone back to close the cylinder gap.
This kind of hair-splitting on internal bal
listics is what makes the difference
between "flyers" and Xs at 50 yards.

Barrel: The most obvious change be
tween a stock gun and a built-up PPC gun
is the barrel. PPC barrels are noted for

MAGIC COMBINATION
Since the majority of police agencies in

the U.S. use the revolver as their primary
duty gun, the revolver has become the ac
cepted handgun for ppc. When used with
match grade ammo, the PPC revolver is
extremely accurate. For these, and other
reasons, the magic combination of .38 cali
ber target loads and a revolver has re
mained popular over all other gun and
ammo variations.

Frame: The foundation of every PPC re
volver is the frame. Usually, the Smith &
Wesson K-frame series is chosen over
other makes. Most PPC shooting is done
double-action (including 50 yards), and
the consistently smooth action of the S&W
in this mode has been found to be more
conducive to precise double-action shoot-

equipment used by these police shooters.
In order to fully appreciate the technol

ogy of the PPC revolver, let's discuss some
of the components and design changes that
make these handguns so special.

Caliber and gun: NRA rules governing
PPC competition limit the choice ofcaliber
to .32 or larger. Through the years, it has
been determined that the .38 caJiber bullet
is the best for ppc. Aside from availability,
ballistics, duty gun compatibility and other

.factors, accuracy was also a prime consid-
eration in opting for the .38 caliber bullet.
The rules also allow for the use of target
loads, and the mid-range wadcutter is the
most popular at matches. The standard
PPC target load consists of a .38 caliber
l48-grain wadcutter bullet (hollow-base or
solid-base), on top of2.7 grains of Bullseye
powder, or a similar equivalent: Although
most shooters prefer factory ammo for
match use, when they can get it, many are
also using high-grade reloads that are ca
pable of achieving factory machine-rest
groups.
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AVAILABLE IN SEVERAL CALIBERS...

NEW FRENCH
POLICE AMMO

It is said to be the 'ideal police load; in terms of
disabling effect, accuracy, metal-piercing capability.

Note depth/width of cavity produced by
new french ammo in .38 Specia' ca'iber.

By Michel Collin, DVM

Editor's note: Collin, a French veterinarian
and part-time ballistician, wrote the follow
ing story in longhand. It was difficult to
read, and required extensive editing be
cause of language differences. We hope we
have captured correctly the essence of his
excellent report on French police ammo
disabling qualities.

Some months ago, Massad Ayoob wrote
an article dedicated to the New York

City Police Department and the .38 Spe
cial. In it, he said the problem is to find a
cartridge that the "average" cop can con
trol effectively, yet which also takes an op
ponent out of a fire fight with one or two
reasonably solid hits. "Twenty-three thou
sand New York cops ... are hoping for a
solution," Ayoob wrote.

Now, that cartridge does exist, and soon
should be in mass production at the S.F.M.
plant near Paris. Its revolutionary ammo is
the answer to police requirements in the
areas of disabling effect, accuracy, metal
piercing capability and no over-penetra
tion.
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.......LCAVITY
·(/lAfIll~U.'( QR 'ratAbly
f'll,ltb WITH POWDEI'I)

A maior feature of the French 'oad is
the powder charge 'N the proiedi'e.

It is dubbed T.H.Y.-Tres Haute Vitesse,
or very high velocity-by its designers.

While abiding by Den Haag interna
tional convention guidelines, T.H.Y. deliv
ers the same disabling effect as Holloue
(hollow) points do; but, unlike H.P.s,
which crash against hard tugets, T.H.Y.
(made of copper alloy) has three times
more penetrating power than conventional
jacketed bullets, due to its hardness, geo
metrical design and high velocity.

Projectile "braking" after impact-or
energy transfer to the target-has been
obtained by a special design of the bullet
point; a section of that point is defined by
two symmetric, concave lines. One can see
on the accompanying drawing that all sub
stance threads. Projected at extremely high
speeds, the substance becomes excessively
dense; molecules press on one another,
creating a significantly large increase of
the bullet's original caliber.

POWDER VOLUME HIGH
Efficiency at this point is important,

when the bullet attains its highest possible
velocity. This is achieved by increasing the
powder volume, which reaches-and

Continued on page 71
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THE FULL STORY ON NEW
GUNS
BY
DETONICS

Detonics designer Nehemiah Sirkis, left, and author discuss
the multiple functions of the small gun's components.

By AI Pickles

Editor's note: A preliminary story by AI
Pickles, in the MarchiApril issue of the
American Handgunner, represents an in
dustry exclusive on the three new Detonics
guns described in detail below.

A visit to the Detonics plant is, to say the
fi least, an exercise in excitement. It is
like no other gun company I have ever
visited, and the people at Detonics are like
few other people I have known in the gun
industry. The executives are alive with
enthusiasm, unpretentious, and deeply in
volved in actual production-right up to
their elbows. They are also skilled shootists
and highly knowledgeable gun buffs.

Although Detonics Manufacturing Cor
poration is only seven years old (produc-
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This comparatively
new company, al
ready known for its
aggressive manage
ment and technologi
cal skills, has pro
duced two new autos

.<

and a big, hinged-
frame revolver-a la
the famous British
Webley.

tion of the small Detonics .45 began in
1976) and sells every handgun it can make,
new ideas still take top priority and are
worked upon immediately.

The research and development staff is,
from what I have seen, second to none in
the world; members come from all over
the globe. The manner in which some of
these men were recruited and brought to
Detonics would, indeed, make an exciting
adventure story. Israel, Russia, Czechoslo
vakia, Nigeria, the Phillipines, and the
local sheriff's office are just a few places of
origin. These men-along with their
American counterparts in design and
engineering-come forth with an abun
dant flow of new ideas, some of which are
already tabbed for production shortly.

There has always been a great need for
small, full-power handguns. To a large
degree, the original Detonics A5 has satis
fied that need with police officers and
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Detonics soon will be producing this super-small, seven-shot
pistol chambered for the heavy 9mm NATO round (9xJ9)~

This full-size, double-actiori .45 auto from Detonics will also be
chambered for the .45 J Detonics Magnum cartridge.

The new Detonics hinge-frame revolver in .45 Long Colt caliber caught the au
thor's fancy on first viewing. Webley-like, it is an extremely accurate gun.

others whose pursuits put them in harm's
way. Be that as it may, there is still a large
demand for powerful pistols of even
smaller dimensions. Although small
pistols do exist in .22, .25ACP, .32ACp, and
.380 calibers, these cartridges do not de
liver adequate stopping power. There has
been a dangerous tendency among gun
writers to label the .380 as "marginal." I
have even used that word myself to de
scribe the .380 in a very small autoloader
made for back-up purposes. In truth, the
.380 just happened to be the best available
in super small guns, and in that sense alone
it rated the term "marginal."

BACK-UP PISTOL
If you agree that a void exists for a

super-small, but reasonably powerful,
back-up pistol, you will certainly be turned
on by a new-and as yet unnamed-pistol,
to be produced by the people at Detonics.
The pistol will be chambered for the 9mm
Luger cartridge in its heavy NATO stan
dard loading.

The gun, designed by Detonics'
Nehemiah Sirkis, will be the smallest, full
powered 9mm in existence, with an overall
length of5.8 inches, a height of four inches
and a barrel length of three inches. Weight
is about 23 ounces. The magazine holds
seven rounds.

There will be fewer than 30 parts mak
ing up this small 9mm, many of them
performing multiple functions. As an ex
ample, one ingenious and unique flat
spring performs no less than seven func
tions. The trigger, ejector and slide stop are
all built into one part. A connecting rod
does double-duty as a disconnector, and
on it goes in this amazing pistol.

The gun will be made almost entirely of
a new and better stainless steel alloy. The
"bread board" working sample looked
beautiful; and when I expressed a desire to
take the first actual photo of the gun, Sirkis
dispatched his apprentice son to make a set
of stocks. To my surprise, the young man
had them ready for photography in just a
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few hours. That's how things happen at
Detonics.

Another new Detonics undertaking, dis
played proudly by Project Manager Ray
Herriot, is a full-sized autoloader which
will be chambered for both the .45 ACP
and the new .451 Detonics Magnum. The
pistol sports the smoothest double-action
trigger I have ever manipulated, bar none.

Although hoped-for-production is
about a year away, modifications and im
provements are still taking place. It is not
yet known whether they will use a polygon
barrel or a ratchet barrel; but either way it
will certainly be innovative.

The barrel-slIde lock up in this extraor
dinary pistol consists of a pin that rolls out

5

of engagement in such a manner as to
delay slide blow-back until pressure has
been sufficiently reduced. I can testify that
it works well, because I fired it repeatedly
and experienced remarkably light recoil.

The gun, made of stainless steel, has an
ambidextrous safety which is pushed down
with the thumb of the gun hand to disen
gage and is really the only way to go for a
natural maneuver. When engaged, the
safety positively blocks hammer contact
with the firing pin.

After having examined and fired this
new gun, I couldn't help but think how
well advised our own military would be
to stick with the .45 while upgrading to all

Continued on page 75
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Armament Systems and Procedures, Inc. ofAppleton, Wisconsin has provided
fi this issue's Gun ofthe Month, a converted Ruger Police Service-Six double-'
action revolver in .44 Special caliber. .

The stainless steel, five-shot revolver has a 2.75 inch barrel in front of an
un1Iuted cylinder, machined from special bar stock. No barrel insert was used;
instead, rifting was cut in factory barrel.

Each individually-numbered chamber is chamfered to facilitate loading.
Other features include a spurless hammer and smooth combat-type trigger.
Handcrafted rosewood grips have a slight palm swell and balanced design to

help minimize recoil. They are relieved for the use of speedloaders.
A tri-dot, radioluminous sight is designed for rapid fire shooting under low

light condition.
This rugged service revolver comes in an attractive leather case.
Designated the SWT, conversions also are available in .38 Special, .357 Mag

num and 9mm calibers, with 2.75-inch or four-inch.barrels in blue or stainless
steel finish (Ruger Service-Six or Ruger Speed-Six models).

For more information on this Ruger conversion (and others), write the com
pany at POD 356 (Dept. AH), Appleton, WI 54912.
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HAnDlln1i THE
.45 AUTO- SAFELY

Too much hammer bobbing on Colt .45 auto can mean a
loss of gripping surfa'ce, a slip-and accidental discharge.

Some modifications may be dangerous.
And some methods of handling may be
outright stupid. Use common sense!

By Richard Savino

T he Colt Government Model M1911 .45
auto is the closest thing this country is

likely to see in a universally acceptable
personal defense weapon.

It has the reliability, stopping power, ac
curacy and availability to fill that role, and
is the gun of choice for those who train in
practical shooting.

Even so, the official sidearm of the U.S.
armed forces is surrounded with much
folklore and quite often is unnecessarily
subjected to modifications by those who
think mechanical adjuncts can take the
place of thorough familiarity.

Perhaps the area least well covered in
overall familiarization with the M1911
pistol and its variants is that of simple
loading, holstering, carry and unloading:
the actual "nuts and bolts" of how the .45
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is set up and used in an everyday setting of
personal defense or utility service.

While I have used the .45 almost

exclusively for such purposes for a number
of..years, and have instructed others in its
use, I've never stopped learning about the
gun. And all the learning has been put
to use, although sometimes not without
embarrassment.

Once I came home with the gun in "con
dition one," and proceeded to unload it
while standing between my father-in-law
and my wife, who was at that point rocking

a year-old infant. Following the usual drill,
I dropped out the fully-loaded magazine
and set it aside on an end table.

ACCIDENTAL DISCHARGE
Then, as I had learned and practiced in

tensively for several years, I prepared to
unload the piece. Pointing the muzzle at
the floor in a safe direction, I snapped off
the thumb safety. The gun fired. The baby
woke up, my father-in-law raised his eye
brows, and a long discussion ensued in
which I was finally able to convince all
concerned, including myself, that the acci-
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dent was one of those things that shouldn't
have happened.

The trigger finger was out of the trigger
guard. The gun had been held correctly
and firmly. On disassembly, into all its
components parts, nothing was found to
be out of order. I literally could not imag
ine why the gun had gone off. I didn't
worry too much more that night; but it
stuck with me, and eventually I was forced
by sheer curiosity to call Jeff Cooper of
Paulden, Arizona, acknowledged expert
with anything having to do with the M1911
auto.

What Cooper told me should be written
in large, block letters on a sign in every gun
person's home: Tolerance stack-up. There
comes a time when everything is working
against you: the trigger happens to be at its
rearmost position in the gun frame, and
the hammer happens to be on the edge of
its notch, relative to the sear; and the
safety is in one of several possible posi
tions, relative to everything else inside the
gun.

The gun goes off. In my case, all I suf
fered was embarrassment and a hole in the
living room floor.

When unloading, drop magazine, bring hammer down under thumb control as
safety is taken off. Guns have fired when manual safeties were released.FOOLPROOF UNLOADING

But I learned a lesson, and evolved a
method for unloading the .45 that is
foolproof: drop out the magazine first, and
put it away. Then, holding the hammer
firmly with the left hand (assuming the gun
is held in the right hand), release the safety
while pointing the muzzle in a safe direc
tion. Lower the hammer slowly onto the
firing-pin block. Then, when there is no
possibility of the hammer slipping, turn
the gun upside down-still maintaining
muzzle control-and rack the slide back to
drop the chambered cartridge into the left
hand.

The above drill is what I have followed
and taught to my pistol students for nearly
three years, since my aforementioned inci
dent. It never failed me until recently. And
the new failure brought up another point
about .45s and their modification.

I had practiced very little this past sum
mer. Normally, I've been firing 3,000 to
5,000 rounds a year, even though I'm not a
tournament IPSC (International Practical
Shooting Confederation) shooter.

Imagine my surprise when, going
through a round of combat shooting on a
friend's private range, I found the .45
auto-for the first time-biting the web of
my shooting hand. It took only the pain of
a box of cartridges to tell me I was doing
something gravely wrong in my draw, and
as I established my grip preparatory to
firing.

But the temptation to take the short cut
was there. Remembering one pistolsmith's
work on rounding the edges on the .45
auto, I took my gun to a bench grinder and
dressed down both hammer and grip
safety tang. It went well. When I was
finished, no part of the end of the gun
could possibly "bite" my hand. I tested it,
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shooting full-power loads, and found it
fired reliably-with comfort.

ACODENTAL DISCHARGE #2
I prepared to take down the gun to clean

it. My usual drill was followed, as it has
been for three years. But this time, the
hammer-bobbed off to a bare ¥s inch of
spur-Slipped from my thumb and fired
the gun. It virtually disintegrated a table
lamp, and the jacketed hollowpoint slug
came to rest on the floor, 15 feet away.

Note that the hammer had enough spur
left to allow me to cock it under normal,
unhurried, methodical circumstances. Be
cause it did not work the way it was ex
pected to, I have placed an order for a new
hammer and grip safety.

Absolutely nothing should be assumed
about a loaded handgun. I have adopted
the habit of using the thumb to control the
big auto's hammer, even while holstering
it. Any number of things can happen in
this part of the carry procedure; and I have
seen, in police circles, the results of modi
fications to revolvers, such as trigger shoes,
that catch on seemingly innocuous articles
of clothing, as well as belts and holsters.

The highly modified .45 autos that are
sold widely, and which are fitted with ac
cessories like S-shaped grip safeties and ul
tra-long<slide stops and thumb safeties, are
great for matches. But, in the real world of
everyday carry, they should be avoided
like the plague. They try to make up in
special metal shapes, what the handgunner
may lack in familiarity and dedication to
practice. If the gun's not part of your skin,
you can't say you know it and can rely on it
under all circumstances.

Thumb control all the way into the hol
ster is worthwhile "extra precaution."

My advice to handgunners is, quite sim
ply, use your gun and equipment regularly,
and don't take anything for granted, in
cluding the relatively simple, mundane
chore ofloading and holstering, unloading
and de-holstering your gun.

Follow one system of drills. Live with it
and let it become second nature to you.
Above all, don't rely on mechanical safe
ties or on weapon modifications that
take the place of personal skill. It's court
ing embarrassment at the very least,
possible disaster at the .......
very worst. ~
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Several ballistically
better cartridges are
moving in, ready to
take over in a variety
of 'fields of need.'

AFTER 80 YEARS

By Claud Hamilton

Tet's dump the .38 Special. No, I'm not
L kidding. I mean just what I say.

It's high time we stopped wasting our
efforts and money on "has beens" and
"also rans" which have outlived their
usefulness. Sure, in its day, the .38 Special
was a fine cartridge. It was developed
about 80 years ago and gained fame first as
a target cartridge; within a few years, it
and the fine Smith & Wesson and Colt
revolvers chambered for it became the ac
cepted sidearms for U.S. police officers.

Since World War II, however, more and
~ore officers have expressed dissatisfac
tion with the .38 Special, and many now
carry more effective calibers. We have a
splendid cartridge in the .357 Magnum. It
will do anything the .38 Special can do
and do it far better. In my opinion, there is
no sense in continuing to make the .38 Spe
cial a~ a commercial load.

This is just the tip of the iceberg. The
proliferation of center-fire handgun
cartridges now offered by the makers de
fies belief. Would you believe that there
are no fewer than 30 now in regular pro
duction, in calibers from .22 to .45?
Considering all the different bullet types
and loadings, there are 108 variations. Add
to this the natural growth which takes
place-right now, we have the new .45
Winchester Magnum and .357
Maximum-and it becomes clear that a
system is needed to eliminate cartridges as
soon as they become obsolete. Currently,
the ammo companies-if they use any
system at all-seem to rely upon
commercial demand. As long as there is
any demand, they continue to make the
item even though it is probably no longer
truly profitable.

What do we want from handguns?
Pleasure plinking, target shooting,
defense/law enforcement and hunting
capabilities seem to pretty well cover the
field. We also want reasonable size, weight,
concealability and manageable recoil.
Let's take a close look at what the makers
now offer.

CALIBER CATEGORIES
Calibers .22 to .25:

.22 Jet .221 Fireball

.25 Auto Colt Pistol .256 Win. Mag.
The .22 Jet is a loser. Made in 1961 for a
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The .357 Magnum
should be kept.

The .38 Special
shauId be dumped.

special Smith & Wesson revolver, which
had a second cylinder chambered for .22
Long Rifle, the slightest lube on the case
would cause the gun to lock up due to car
tridge setback. In .25 caliber, the .25 A CP
is not even"on a par with the .22 Long Rifle
as a defense weapon, and has no other po
tential than its suitability to tiny pocket
pistols. Like the .22 Jet, the .256 Winches
ter Magnum has turned out to be too hot
for satisfactory use in handguns, other
than single shots, and in rifles. "

Of the lot in this caliber category, I rec
ommend retention of the .221 Fireball only.
This cartridge has proven to be a finely ac
curate one in the Remington XP-100.

Calibers .30 to .32:
.30 Luger .32 S&W
.32 S&W Long .32 Colt Short
.32 Colt Long .32 Auto Colt Pistol
.32-20 Winchester

With but two exceptions, this entire cat
egory consists of small, underpowered car
tridges unsuitable for defensellaw
enforcement use and not sufficiently
accurate for target shooting, or even plink
ing. They are old revolver cartridges, ex-
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Continued on page 81

This category includes by far the most
widely used-if not the most useful
cartridges produced commercially in
America today. The 9mm Parabellum is
the world's preeminent submachine gun
cartridge, and probably the most widely
used military handgun cartridge of all
time. It's place in history is secure.

The .38 S&W, and the long and short
Colts,have nothing going for them, except
that there still are guns around chambered
for them.

The .38 Special probably is the most
used cartridge in this country; which does
not alter the fact that it is made obsolete by
the .357 Magnum.

Among the pistol cartridges, the .38
ACP and .38 Super compete directly, and
unsuccessfully, with the 9mm Parabellum.
The .380 ACp, however, does seem to fill a
legitimate need for a small, concealable
handgun. The .38-40 is the black powder
old-timer, and far past its prime.

I vote for the 9mm Parabellum, the .357
Magnum and the .380 ACP to be retained.
(Add to this the .357 Maximum, not yet
shown in cartridge lists.)

Calibers .41 to .45:
.41 Rem. Mag. .44 S&W Special
.44 Magnum .44 Auto Mag
.45 Colt .45 Auto Colt
.45 ACP-Rimmed Pistol
.44-40 Winchester .45 Win. Mag.

Among the non-magnums, the .44 Spe~

cial and the .44-40 are no longer viable,
and should be dropped. The .45 ACP is
probably our second most used handgun
cartridge, and still our service standard.
On the other hand, the rimmed version
was never a big success and is not needed.
The .45 Colt is a special case; until re
cently, I would have recommended its
elimination; but the new loadings for the
Contender arid Black Hawk put it right up
in the magnum class.

The magnum loads are all powerful and
suitable for hunting and self-defense. The
.44 Auto Mag does not seem to have
caught on, and can be dropped. The .45
Winchester Magnum is a special case.
Made for a new gas-operated pistol, called
the Wildey, it is not yet on the market. I'd
say give it a chance.

In this category, I recommend for re
tention the .41 Magnum, .44 Magnum,
.45 ACp, .45 Colt and the .45 Winchester
Magnum.

.38 Long Colt

.357 Magnum

.38 Auto Colt
Pistol

.38-40 Winchester

Calibers 9mm (.355) to .357:
9mm Parabellum .38 S&W
(Luger)
.38 Short Colt
.38 Special
.380 Auto Colt

Pistol
.38 Super Auto

Here are the larger caliber cartridges the author recommends for retention: left to
right-.41 Magnum, .44 Magnum, .45 ACP, .45 Win. Mag. and .45 Colt.

cept for the .32 ACP.
The .30 Luger is a powerful cartridge,

but its usefulness is limited by the small
ness of its full metal jacketed bullet, and by
the few arms chambered for it in the
United States. The .32-20 Winchester
dates back to black powder days. It is a
good plinker; and that's about all.

The ubiquitous .45 Auto pistol cartridge remains standard for U.S. Armed Forces.
It is loaded with a wide range of bullets to improve its performance.

Today, the 9mm cartridge is made in the United States in a wide variety of bullet
types and weights, designed to improve its anti-personnel performance.
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By Dick Thomas

T he U.S. military's search for a new
sidearm-a costly one-has resulted in

much confusion and created a maddening
situation for most of the shooting public.

The General Accounting Office
concluded that the cost of each new 9mm
pistol would be somewhere in the neigh
borhood of $550, plus the cost of holsters
and armorer retraining.

The cost was driven up, in part, by the
specifications set by the military. The re
quirements included double-action firing
capability and a safety mechanism that
would lower the hammer without engag
ing the trigger.

It is one thing to criticize a program; it is
more constructive to offer a solution: The
MI911-A2.

The military should continue with the
M1911 in .45 ACP with the following
modifications:

Durable, higher and more visible fixed
sights, with the front sight ramped; a
longer trigger, with square front surface;
an ambidextrous thumb safety; an im
proved finish; a heavier recoil spring; a
beveled magazine well; a lighter bullet; a
lowered ejection port, and a grooved front
strap.

When existing parts inventories have
been depleted, guns should be built with
cast receivers-a good deal less expensive
than forged receivers. When receivers are
cast, the following modifications can be in
corporated in the process:

A checkered front strap, a beveled mag
azine well, and a checkered, somewhat
squared, trigger guard.

Continued on page 83

54

STICK WITH .45 AUTO IN...

I'HE
MODEl.
J9JJ·A2

ERSION?

It would entail several modifications-such
as new sights, longer trigger, ambidex
trous safety, beveled magazine well, heav
ier recoil spring, checkered mainspring
housing and Commander-type hammer.

A good view of the M J9JJ-A2, top of page. The three guns covered in this story
are, top to bottom: the MJ9JJ, the MJ9JJ A-J and the MJ9JJ A-2; all .45 ACR
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u.s. MARKSMEN FALTER

RUSSIAns DominATE
EAHAEAS mATEHES

By Sam Baiocco

T he Russians dominated the handgun
shooting scene at Caracas, Venezuela.

Caracas was the site Nov. 1-10 last year
for the 43rd annual meeting of the world's
best marksmen. Sixty-two countries were
represented, with the largest delegations
coming from the United States, Russia and
Australia.

Hundreds of shooters fired thousands of
rounds of ammunition-first in practice
and finally in competition-for the coveted
gold, silver and bronze medals proclaim
ing them the best in the world.

The 1982 World Shooting Champion
ships were held at the Ft. Tiuna Army
base, situated 15 minutes from downtown
Caracas. The Venezuelan Shooting Federa
tion, under the direction of its president,
Oscar Arellano, built-an entire shooting
complex there-called the Poligono de Tiro
(polygon, for shooters)-to handle all the
events held over the IO-day period.

This four-sided complex featured five
different ranges: a 50-meter range for rifle
and pistol, a 25-meter range for pistol, a 10
meter range for air rifle and pistol, and
separate ranges for running boar, Olympic
trap and skeet. From my viewpoint, the en
tire complex was well laid out; although
there were some minor problems, the
ranges were well-built and the modern
equipment was run efficiently by members
of various Venezuelan shooting clubs.

As a shooting member of the U.S. cen
terfire pistol team, I observed most of the
pistol competitions.

There were five pistol events for men
and two for women. In addition to the in
dividual championships, there were non
fired team championships using the com
bined individual scores (four-member
teams for men and three-member teams
for women).

SWEDEN WINS
The first event was the free pistol match,

which provided one of the first "surprises."
The individual gold was won by Ragnar
Skanaker of Sweden, using a modified ver
sion of the Hammerli 150 free pistol. His
score: 568x600. Olympic champion and
world record holder A. Melentiev of Rus
sia was second with a 567; third place went
to A. Egrichin, also of Russia, with a score
of 563. Based on their strong individual
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scores, the Russians easily won the team
gold with a score of 2248x2400. The U.S.
team won the silver medal with a 2211 (the
first time a U.S. team had placed in the free
pistol team event in 24 years). The Peoples

Author, who fired
in World Shooting
Championships, at
tributes their success
to discipline and
superb coaching.

Republic of China team placed third with
a score of 2207.

The second event was rapid fire. Unlike
free pistol, this event took two days to com
plete. Each shooter fired a "half course" of
30 shots the first day and then finished up
the second day with his last 30 shots, for a
possible score of 600.

The first day of competition saw some
great scores. Six competitors fired 297 or
better. A. Kuzmin of Russia shot a perfect
300.

The second day saw nearly identical

The Ladies Pistol Match was fired
on 60 targets at a range of 25 meters.
Targets are operated electronically.

scores; the spectator interest, however, was
clearly centered on Kuzmin to see if he
could duplicate his first day's score. He
started out with a possible 100 in the eight
second phase, and then shot a 99 in the six
second phase. He was looking at a tie for
the world's record. Then catastrophe
struck, as he fired a 95 in the four-second
phase, dropping him from first to sixth
place, where he finished.

The final results saw Puzyrev of Russia
come in first with a score of 596. Second,
was Gunnavson of Sweden with a 595;
Radke of France, with another 595,
finished third. Based on strong individual
scores, Russian shooters placed first,
fourth, sixth and eighth. Russia won the
team gold with a score of2376. Second was
Romania with a 2362; third place went to
Hungary with a 2355. The U.S. team came
in eighth.

Men's air pistol was next. Although not
as noisy as the 'other events, the air was
soon buzzing with excitement as reports of
the scores came in. There were no surprises
as the Russians again dominated, this time
capturing the first three places. The winner
was V. Turla with a score of 590-a new
world's record. Second was his teammate,
Melentiev, with a 580; third place went to
Egrichin of Russia with a 579.

The team gold was again won by the
USSR with a score of 2327. Second place

Continued on page 82
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This in-depth report traces the political
donnybrook that pits U. S. government
groups against one another and damages
the reputations of some gun makers.

have used small arms selected by the Army
in the interest of standardization, it was al
lowed to adopt the .38 Special Smith &
Wesson Combat Masterpiece with little
publicity or argument. This happened for
two reasons.

First, the Air Force was expanding and
required additional handguns. No new .45
automatics had been purchased for issue
to troops since 1945. The Army had no
spare .45s to transfer to the Air Force. The
Department of Defense was not willing to
allow the Army to order additional .45
automatics.

It is important to note what the contro
versy is not about. The caliber question
.45 ACP versus 9mm-is not alI important
issue. Our NATO agreements require any
new pistol we adopt to be a 9mm. The .45
ACP could be retained only by procuring
new .45 Colt automatics and rejecting a
new design. While individual officers may
have a preference for one cartridge over
another, the military simply want new
pistols. In fact, the Air Force decision freed
the .45 automatics to support Army and
Marine Corps combat requirements.

All test pistols must function in cold room's minus 60 degrees F. temperature. This
hurdle alone eliminates many contenders for a U. S. Government contract.

By Patrick E Rogers

Acontroversy is quietly seething in
l'"\.. Washington. When it erupts in the
next year or two, it will rival the MI6 rifle
as the small arms controversy of the cen
tury. It pits the Army against the Air Force,
the House against the Senate and has
caused our NATO allies to raise serious
questions regarding U.S. arms policy.

It all started innocently enough in 1977,
when the Air Force requested congression
al funding to develop a new, more lethal
.38 Special cartridge for its service re
volver. This sounds startling; .38 Special
service revolvers? Doesn't the Air Force
use the standard u.s. Government service
pistol, the.45 automatic? No, the Air Force
abandoned the .45 automatic more than 20
years ago.

Although in theory the Air Force should

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS
Second, the Air Force invoked the rule

allowing a service to procure non-standard
equipment to meet special requirements.
The Air Force argued that a double-action
.38 Special revolver was superior to the .45
automatic for air crew survival and air
base security, the two principal require
ments for handguns in the Air Force.

The Air Force adopted the S&W
Combat Masterpiece as the MI5 revolver
in 1963. Several hundred thousand MI5s
were procured in the 1960s. Few have been
purchased since then. The Ml5 S&W was
the Air Force service pistol during the
Vietnam War. While it was generally satis
factory, a number of problems were en
countered. By 1977, they had become
serious.

The Air Force inventory was wearing
out. Repairing or rebuilding a double
action revolver requires a skilled
gunsmith. It is beyond the capacity of the
average Air Force armorer. Also a large
percentage of the MI5s are so badly worn
they are not worth rebuilding.

The Air Force encountered a number of
problems with its .38 Special ammunition,
a metal-jacketed bullet fired at standard
velocities. There were instances of bullets
sticking in the bore during firing, and cases
of unexplained "detonations," which com
pletely destroyed several guns.

The Air Force .38 Special cartridge
lacked stopping power and was considered
deficient in lethality. The Air Force thus
asked the House Defense Appropriations
Sub-Committee for funds to develop a
new .38 Special round.

HANDGUN INVENTORY
The committee, headed by Congress

man Joseph P. Addabbo, had been inves
tigating possible waste and unnecessary
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duplication of guns and ammunition in the
Armed Forces. Committee staffers had de
termined that the Armed Forces had more
than 25 different makes and models of
handguns in inventory. As Congressman
Addabbo stated, "The current prolif
eration of handguns and handgun am
munition in Armed Forces inventory is
intolerable."

The committee would not fund develop
ment of a new .38 Special cartridge. In
stead, it encouraged and offered to fund a
Department of Defense effort to select a
standard handgun and ammunition and
prepare a plan to phase-out all other types.

The job was assigned to the newly
formed Joint Service Small Arms Program
(JSSAP) Committee. JSSAP concluded
that a new pistol firing the NATO standard
9mm cartridge could be developed to meet
the requirements of all the Armed Serv
ices. Since the Air Force was clearly inter
ested and had an immediate problem with
its revolver inventory, JSSAP selected
them to evaluate the single handgun con
cept. The Air Force assigned the task to its
Armament Laboratory (AFAL).

AFAL issued a detailed requirements
list for the new pistol. The key features
were that the new pistol must:

(I) Be chambered for the 9mm luger
NATO cartridge;

(2) Have detachable magazines with a
minimum capacity of 13 rounds;

(3) Have a magazine catch easily oper
ated by the right hand. 'Fhe released maga
zine must fall away without assistance
from the left hand;

(4) Be able to be fired either double-or
single-action;

(5) Have a slide stop to lock the slide
open after the last shot is fired, and

(6) Not jam under adverse operating
conditions and, during a 5,OOO-round test,
have no more than eight significant
malfunctions.

SAFETY SYSTEM
The safety req uirements for the new

pistol were extremely detailed. The main
features were that there must be a thumb
safety system. It must be easily operated by
right- or left-handed shooters, allow un
cocking and lowering the hammer without
the trigger being touched, and lock the fir
ing pin when placed in the safe position.

The specification was not an easy
one. 0 pistol then in production any
where in the world completely met the
requirements.

AFAL invited all handgun manufac
turers in the U.S. and NATO to submit
pistols for trial. Ten Colt.45 Model 19II-AI
automatics and .38 Special S&W MI5s
were to be tested as control guns. Testing
began in 1977.

Six guns survived the initial AFAL test
ing: the Beretta M92SB; the Colt SSP;
Smith & Wesson's M459; two variants of
the Browning Highpower, the Double Ac
tion and the Fast Action; and the Star
M28. The Air Force purchased 10 pistols of
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All test pistols undergo mud baths in a cement mixer. Afterwards, they must
shoot. Only minor manual assistance in operating the action is permitted.

Tech. Sgt. Ernest f. Decker, USA, reloads his Beretta 92S- J during·test firing.
Note dropping of spent magazine. On-range shooting is crucial in evaluation.
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Department of Army civilian Bob Snodgrass test-fires pistols in a hot room. The
temperature is J25 degrees F. Note gloves to prevent burns from hot metal.

each type. These, together with the control
guns, were subjected to environmental
tests, including dust, mud, extreme heat
and cold. Reliability and functional tests
were also conducted, along with "human
factors" tests in which the candidate and
control pistols were fired by Air Force per
sonnel with widely-varying skill.

In that area, the tests quickly demon
strated that the Air Force had been right.
The Air Force shooters were able to score
far higher percentages of hits with the
9mm automatics than with the current
service S&W M 15 .38s. Performance was
also better than that achieved with the .45
automatic; but the improvement was not
so great. Especially important to the Air
Force was the distribution of the improve
ment. The least-experienced shooters
showed the most improvement.

THREE WINNERS
Testing continued through the middle of

1980. Three pistols were selected for final
tests, including extended endurance trials.
No official announcement was ever made;
but it is clear that the three winners were
Beretta, Smith & Wesson, and Browning's
DA model. Final testing was concluded in
late 1980. The winner was to have been an
nounced in March 1981. An initial order
for 100,000 pistols for 1982 delivery to the
Air Force was expected. Everyone held
their breath; but nothing happened. What
had gone wrong?

The Air Force had, in effect, selected a
new service pistol. But before the selection
could be validated, JSSAP needed the
agreement of the other services. At this
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point, the Air Force ran head on into the
Army. The Army uses far more pistols than
the other services. It is also the Depart
ment of Defense smallarms procurement
agent. The Army's concurrence was criti
cal. And the Army would not agree.

Why? At this point, the situation
becomes confused. Air Force supporters
suspect a plot. They feel the Army deliber
ately decided to discredit the AFAL tests,
simply because Army Ordnance would
never agree to adopt a gun developed by
the Air Force. The Army says its experts
investigated the Air Force's tests and
found them flawed, inadequate to support.
the selection of a new service pistol. Who is
right? Let's look at what the Army
investigation discovered and make up our
own minds.

The Air Force tests appeared to prove
that two of the new 9mm pistols were sig
nificantly more reliable than the .45 auto
matic. High praise, if true. But when Army
experts examined the detailed Air Force
test report, alarm bells began to ring. The
.45 autos tested by the Air Force had aver
aged one malfunction per 748 rounds
fired. The corresponding figures were
2,000 for the Beretta and 1,952 for the
Smith & Wesson.

DETAILED MALFUNCTIONS
The Colt test figures were immediately

suspect. The first Colt M1911 tested by the
Army in 1911 fired 6,000 consecutive
rounds without malfunction. Something
must be wrong, but what? Analysis of the
tests records indicated that the .45s used by
the Air Force were old, with unknown fir-

ing histories. Even more interesting were
the detailed malfunctions. Collectively, the
four .45 1911-Als tested fired 34,400
rounds. A total of 46 malfunctions was
listed. Of these, 15 were listed as "failures
to feed" and 17 as "failures to chamber."
The remaining 14 malfunctions consisted
of one failure to fire, eight failures to ex
tract or com pletely eject, and five listed
only as "other."

Any experienced .45 automatic shooter
who looks at those figures will have the an
swer in a second. When a .45 automatic
fails to feed or completely chamber
rounds, one of two things is almost always
wrong. Either the ammunition is defective,
or something is wrong with the magazines.
U.S. military .45 ACP ball ammunition
was used in the testing. Colt .45 autos feed
and chamber .45 ACP ball with monoto
nous regularity.

The magazines appear to have been the
problem. One observer was quoted as say
ing, "Magazine fq.i1ures played an impor
tant role in the failure of the .45s." Colt .45
automatic magazines are normally relia
ble. When they fail, the remedy is simple.
Replace them. This was not done in the Air
Force tests. Army ordnance experts con
cluded that this fact alone invalidated the
Air Force conclusions.

The Air Force appears to have tested
heavily-used .45 automatics with defective
magazines against new 9mm pistols. This
is not a trivial point. If we eliminate the
.45 failures probably caused by defective
magazines, the Colt .45 figures would be
one failure in 2,457 rounds. This would
make the reliability of worn .45s signifi
cantly better than that of the best new
9mm pistols.

TESTS INVALID
The Army considered the Air Force

functional tests to be invalid. Also, it did
not like the Air Force sand, mud, and high
and low-temperature testing. Army tests of
this kind are extremely rigorous and
tightly controlled. These did not meet
Army standards.

In order to save the program, JSSAP
suggested a compromise. The Army would
conduct a new series of tests. The pistol
selected by the Army would become the
new standard. All the services agreed.

ew requirements were drawn up. The
new pistol was designated the XM9, and
the Army issued a request for proposals in
September 1981. Each company wishing to
compete had to supply 30 pistols for test
ing and submit a firm bid on a contract for
220,000 pistols. Army requirements were
essentially the same as those used by the
Air Force. There was one exception. Ac
ceptable minimum magazine capacity was
reduced from 13 rounds to 10.

The requirement to deliver 30 pistols on
short notice, and quote a firm price for the
production of 220,000 pistols, caused sev
eral contenders to drop out. Only two of
the Air Force test pistols were re-entered,

Continued on page 88
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THE
SOCK
WATCH
Dense metal liquid
dampens brunt of
recoil shock waves;
prevents damage to
elbows and shoulders.

By George H. Gamble

T here's a new accessory for handgun
shooters, the shock watch, which is

worn on the wrist to prevent the jar of
firing a pistol or revolver from hurting
your elbow and shoulder.

For many people, every round of am
munition fired from a large-caliber hand
gun causes a compression of the cartilage
at points of skeletal movement.

Another stress on the human frame and
tissue is a wave or impulse that travels up
the arm the way a rope snakes when a child
waves one end. A plucked banjo string is
another example of an oscillation that
travels along a line.

If a slow motion picture were taken of a
man firing a powerful revolver, the viewer
would be able to see the flesh ripple along
the arm with the frequency of the force
wave resulting from the discharge of the
firearm. The damage done by repeated
pounding of heavy-caliber handguns can
result in very real cases of tendonitis, bur
sitis, arthritis, and changes in positions of
bone to cartilage.

I first learned of the shock watch during
a conversation with Dr. Donald L. David
son. He is the director of the New Jersey
Institute of Sports Medicine, and head
physician for the United States Interna
tional Muzzle Loading Team.

Davidson suggested I use the watch to
help improve my pistol scores. He and the
N.J. Institute of Sports Medicine have
been making a study of the watch since
May of 1981, with the help of shooting
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members ofthe.U.S. International Muzzle
Loading Team. While the study is not yet
completed, most shooters have reported
they experienced less fatigue and strain
when shooting with the shock watch. Many
of Davidson's patients use the watch either
as a therapeutic aid or as a prophylactic.

REDUCES FATIGUE
As a shooter, I figured any device that

could reduce fatigue would enable me to
fire better aggregate scores. After all, a
"2700" match means we must fire 270
rounds of ammo; and I can get plenty tired
toward the end of the center-fire stage. The
less stress and shock I absorb, the better
my control and scores will be in the later
events.

.The same principle holds true when
large-caliber guns are used in metallic sil
houette matches. Knocking over that 40th
iron target will be much more likely if the
competitor has not been battered by all
those previous rounds of .44 magnums.
His trembles and flinches increase in direct
relation to the number of rounds fired, and
the force absorbed per round.

Dave Lewis created the shock watch and
heads up Future Sports, Inc., which manu
factures and sells it.

I met with Lewis and asked him about
the watch.

"The idea for the shock watch came
from many years of interest in both profes
sional and amateur sports," said Lewis.
"My goal was to provide a way to check

those forces that caused strain on the
tissues and joints of the arm when engaged
in one sport or another."

He explained that shock waves move
from the point of impact and travel up into
the arm. "I suffered from these impact for
ces and lost some of my confidence and
control;' he said. "Those vibrations caused
shoulder and elbow problems, so I decided
to try and dampen the shocks to save my
joints and have better control."

Lewis said various weights and masses
were added to his sports equipment. But
these were, in some cases, too effective; so
control was compromised, for the sake of
shock dampening. So he placed a stabilizer
on his arm. After much experimentation,
he devised a combination of mass, mate
rial and location that permitted freedom of
motion and controlled the shock waves
that injure and tire many shooters.

SPECIAL LIQUID METAL
The watch has a red Lexan dome, which

contains a special liquid metal, a curved
base, and an easy-to-adjust strap.

It is important that the watch be worn
snugly, to get the full effect. As you squeeze
off a shot, the impact of recoil takes the
dense liquid metal and causes the surface
tension to break. Each molecule then ab
sorbs the brunt of the shock wave, and sets
in its own motion. The collision of these
heavy fluid molecules is in direct propor
tion to the degree of shock with which they

Continued on page 84
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TEST-FIRE REPORT

,

S&W M39 shown with its 25-yard target; a fine
3-inch group, minus the shooter's six-ring flyer.

Jl JYJ~)(JCJ.li'l
SDli'ID...OFF

I t is commonly believed, and widely
stated, that auto pistols-because they

have no power-robbing cylinder gap
produce higher velocities than revolvers.

Seems reasonable enough, and I be
lieved it, too. But since not many revolvers
and autos use the same cartridges, no one
ever bothered to check. So, when Smith &
Wesson introduced its M547, I just had to
ask. I was amazed at the answer; you will
be, too.

I didn't just ask; I wanted proof. So a test
was arranged. The ammo would be Fron
tier brand, using Hornady's new 124-grain
truncated cone flat-nose bullet. The guns
would be a S&W M547, 9mm revolver
with a 4Y8 inch barrel; a Ruger Old Model
.357 Blackhawk with a 4% inch barrel
equipped with an auxiliary 9mm cylinder;
a S&W M39, very early production, with a
four-inch barrel; and a HK P7, with a 4Y8
inch barrel, loaned by a friend who
thought there should be two autos in the
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By Dave Reynolds

Two revolvers and two
autos-both in 9mm
caliber-produce
muzzle velocities too
close to rate objective~

test, since there were two revolvers. The
test site would be the Dallas Pistol &
Revolver Club range, the judge would be
Ken Oehler's M33 Chronotach.

The first order of business was to fire a
10-shot group from each gun, recording in
dividual velocities and summary data as
provided by the Chronotach. One round

from the MP7 produced a recorded value
of only 774 fps. I forgot to press the "for
get" button, so this unrealistic number was
included. I decided to fire another string.

REVOLVERS BEAT AUTOS
Looking at the data, J realized that both

revolvers had beaten both autos. Ruger
was the fastest at 1,245 fps, then the 547 at
1,162 fps, followed by the 39 at 1,119 fps and
the P7 showing L077 fps on the second
group. Excluding the 774 fps, the P7Js first
group averaged 1,102 fps. Frontier factory
literature claims an average muzzle ve
locity of 1,120 fps, fired in the S&W M39.

Perplexed at the initial findings, J
devised an impromptu test to validate the
Chronotach. I loaded five rounds into each
of the guns, and fired each gun once, then
continued in the same order until all were
emptied. In this manner, I hoped to elimi
nate the effect of any external factor that
might cause a change of readings. A quick
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A 3Y4 inch group was fired by this S&W Nl5.47 at 25 yards. Author believes
that the 9mm revolver is capable of doing better, despite its 4Ya inch barrel.
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This old model Ruger Blackhawk, with 9mm cylinder (top), produced highest
velocities. The HK P7, with 4Ya inch barrel, is a r«:markably compact 9mm auto.

calculation of averages for the five shots
from each gun showed that all maintained
their respective places, even though
muzzle velocities were slightly different:
Ruger, 1,225; M547, 1,138; M39, 1,110; and
MP7, 1,078 (all fps).

Throughout the shooting I kept. brass
segregated so I would know
which gun each case was fired,
in. I had begun shooting the
547 with the mainspring strain
screw backed out from the bottom one full
turn. Curious about the possible effect of
thi~ variable,J fired four IO-shot strings
with the strain screwY2 turn out, all the way
in, IY2 turns out, and 2 turns out'. There
seemed to be no significance to this varia
ble, because averages were: Ih turn, 1,135;
full in, 1,136; IV2 turn; 1,141; and 2 turns,
1,136. At one turn out; the five-shot group
was 1,138 and the 10 shot was 1,162. (Note:
all four-digit num bers above represent
muzzle velocities in fps.) '\

INNOVATIVE DESIGN
It is possible that some of the four guns

used in the test are unusual and don't pro
duce representative velocities; but selec

Continued on page 79
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TIMES ARE NOT GOOD

By Seth R. Nadel

Caught between a rising crime rate and
rising unemployment, guns are be

coming more valuable and more fre
quently the targets of criminals.

Most of us realize that to replace our col
lection, be it large or small, is virtually out
of the question at today's prices. So it is
time for all of us to look at our security
system-a plan of cover and concealment
designed to protect our guns from theft.

Cover is preventing unwanted persons
from knowing that you own a gun or guns.
It takes many forms; the most obvious is
don't advertise the fact.

I am proud of my membership in the

Viewed through a window, a gun hang
ing on your wall is a definite no-no.

Gun-oriented labels are fine for your shooting box-but
they're "inviting" to thieves when displayed on your car.

PROTECT YOUR GUNS

FROM THEFT
Here are some tips to follow, as guns

become more valuable and more
frequently the targets of criminals.

NRA, IHMSA, IPSC, and a dozen other
groups. But all those decals go on my gun
box, not on my car. To a thief, they say,
"This car has guns, or they are inside the
house in front of which it's parked." Many
a gun has been stolen from a decal-covered
car at a motel near a major match. When I
park my car, anything dealing with guns
including copies of this magazine-is put
under cover, out of sight. And no loose
rounds in the open ashtray, or pistol maga
zines on the seat; they all get thrown under
an old jacket, where they can't be seen.

Around the house, concealment is the
watchword. The casual visitor should not
be able to tell that you have an interest in
guns. Again, all gun books and gun maga
zines should be out of sight. There is no
need for the neighbors, the plumber, or
anyone else to know, without an invitation,
that you are a shooting sportsman.

Perhaps the best plan is to keep every
thing in one room, or even one closet.
Those of us who have the space may have a
gun room, while others may use the back
of a closet. Even my treasured trophies are
kept in my "gun room," not in the living
room. You should never hang a gun where
it can be seen from outside your home. A
wallhanger over the fireplace looks fine,
but screen it from prying eyes.
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THINK LIKE A CROOK
With everything in one spot, we must

make it harder to steal. We must "harden
the target." So step outside and try to figure
out how you could break in. Try to think
like a crook; look for the open window, the
cheap lock, the bushes you will hide be
hind. Then call the local police or sheriff
and ask to have a crime prevention officer
stop by for a visit. He can give you good
advice as to locks, doors and other poten
tial problems. Good locks, properly in
stalled and constantly used, are a fine first
line of defense. Where I live, only four per
cent of all residential burglaries involve
broken glass; the criminals find unlocked
doors and windows to enter.

If you are in a high crime area, or out in
the country, window grills may be cost
effective. The average house can be pro
tected for much less than the cost of a good
hunting rifle and scope, and they let you
leave windows open in the summer for
ventilation.

Alarms are big items at gun shows; but
investigate them before you buy one. Who
will hear the alarm? Will they call the
police? How many false alarms will it
cause? Who will install it? Are they
bonded?

Alarms are of two basic types: central

station and local. Central station alarms
ring at the police station, or alarm com
pany headquarters. They are the best for
places where the neighbors cannot hear a
bell or siren. I prefer the local type alarms,
because my interest lies more in keeping
my guns, rather than in catching a thief.
When that big bell goes off, he runs as fast
as he can!

Give some thought to enlisting the aid of
a neighbor, with either a timer to reset the
alarm, or a key to shut it off. A bell ringing
all weekend while you are away winning
that big match will not exactly endear
yourself to your neighbors. Alarms are rel
atively easy to install, and basic parts are
available from most radio stores.

Much has been written about safes for
your guns. They are a fine investment in
piece of mind, and also can hold your cam
eras and jewelry. Buy a safe as large as you
can afford; but only buy the protection you
need. Some makes are too thick, with
fancy, complicated locks. Remember to
buy theft protection, rather than fire pro
tection.

If you lock all your doors and windows,
cover spare gun parts and gun magazines,
an,d conceal your guns so they will become
family heirlooms rather than' ~
tools of criminals. ~
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By Len Davis

W hen J. Michael Plaxco of Roland,
Arkansas won th.e 1982 IPSC na

tionals in Milan, Illinois last September he
took home as first prize an engraved,
customized Colt .45 Mark IV Series 90
auto, pictured here.

The photos, taken by W. Thomas Stew
art of St. Louis, Missouri, show the beauti
ful engraving by Kim Ahrends of Clarion,
Iowa.

The custom pistolsmithing was done by
Richard Heinie of Havana, Illinois.

He designed the combat competition
fixed sight, positioned just ahead of the
Commander-type hammer (altered with
opened-up hole) above an M.S. Safari
beavertail grip safety.

The gun has a Colt ambidextrous safety,
checkered mainspring housing and front
strap, beveled magazine well, long match
trigger and opened ejection port. The flat
mainspring housing matches the contour
of the backstrap.

Accurizing by Heinie included the
installation of a Kart barrel (which he
throated and polished), adjustment of the
trigger pull to 33,4 pounds, deburring and
polishing of all parts, tightening slide to
frame and replacing the factory recoil
spring with a heavy-duty type, complete
with a Shok-Buff washer.

The auto's frame was hard-chromed by
Perma-Chrome of Victoria, Texas.

Ten-to-one Plaxco will fire this gun,
many times, rather than display it proudly
in a glass case along with his many
other trophies for shooting .....
prowess. ~
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Customized by Richard Heinie, engraved
by Kim Ahrends, it's a beauty-one that

we bet will be shot, rather than displayed.

Here are two views of Mike Plaxco's prize for his score of 92.60 percent in the
J982 IPse nationals. Plaxco used a strong side/front holster made by Rogers.
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CRAMPED STYLE IS TABOO

ELf

By Drexel Boswell

T here probably have been more free
style shooting positions tried since the

introduction ofmetallic silhouette matches
than at any other time since the handgun
was invented.

Go to any metallic silhouette range on
any match day and you'll see what I mean.
While there are a few positions used by
most shooters, you'll see many slight varia
tions on the firing line. One with his feet
wider apart, or closer together. Another
with arms bent; still another with elbows
locked. All are trying to do one thing:
knock down silhouettes.

Why so many different styles and varia
tions, with but one goal in mind? Is one
position better than another? Which one
should I use?

I'll try to answer these questions.
Each of us has different tastes in food,

music, guns, and just about everything
else. Each of us differs physically. Some of
us are short, tall, slim, and not so slim, or a
combination of one build or another. So, it
is unlikely that each of us would use ex
actly the same shooting position. Not be
cause we don't like the looks of it, but be
cause we are physically unable to get into
some positions, with any appreciable de
gree of comfort.
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Metallic silhouette
shooting features
many different free
style positions. For
maximum accuracy,
stick with those which
offer the most comfort

In freestyle shooting, however, your
position has a major influence on accuracy.
And that's what we want: maximum, re
peatable accuracy. If you can lay down and
tie yourself in a knot and hit a dime at 200
meters, that's real good shooting. But if
you are so uncomfortable that you cannot
shoot but one or two rounds, that position
will not,do you a bit of good in a 40-round,
metallic silhouette match. On the other
hand, if you lay down and get comfortable
enough to shoot all day, but your gun
weaves back and forth, and bobs up and
down, you will be doing good to hit the
backstop, much less the silhouette.

Any gun suitable for metallic silhouette
competition is capable of more accuracy

than the shooter, simply because of human
error. So, we must cut down on human er
ror. While we cannot eliminate it entirely,
we can reduce it enough to shoot ac
curately.

FREESTYLE POSITIONS
Let's look at four popular freestyle posi

tions, and discuss their good and bad
points where maximum, repeatable ac
curacy is concerned.

In the sitting position, the shooter sits
facing the target with his knees drawn up
in front of him, arms extended holding the
gun, with elbows resting on his knees. One
variation is to draw the feet in closer to the
body, by crossing the legs at the ankle, still
resting the elbows on the knees. Sitting is
definitely a more stable position than
standing, and it has some good points. We
are less susceptible to the external force of
wind, and the internal forces of breathing
and heartbeat, for example. Resting the
elbows on the knees helps reduce arm
movement, and increases the time it will
take our arms to tire from the weight of the
pistol. Also, the arms and body are free to
move and absorb recoil.

The sitting position, however, has one
major fault. There is no direct support, or
contact point, for the pistol. The forearms
and pistol are extended and free to weave
and bob, despite our best efforts to hold
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them perfectly still. This may be a good
position for a quick shot in the field where
no rest is available, but sitting is not the
best position for maximum, repeatable ac
curacy.

In the prone position, the shooter lays
down on his stomach facing the target,
with his arms extended on the ground
holding the pistol. The head must be raised
in order to sight the pistol.

Prone is a more stable position than sit
ting. With our body and arms fiat on the
ground, wind will have little, if any, effect
on us. Also, the arms are in contact with
the ground between the pistol and our
body. This reduces the effect that
breathing and heartbeat have on the pistol.

The prone position is more accurate than standing or sitting, even though
the muzzle of the pistol is free to move. Recoil from pistols like this T/ C .44
Magnum is tremendous, especially with short barrel. Gloves help-somewhat.

The Creedmoor position (upper-left and above) has three steady contact points:
elbow on ground, barrel against calf, grip against thigh. Note variation of bar
rel rest with XP-JOO, and how left hand supports the shooter's neck/head.

CRICK IN YOUR NECK
While the body and arms are very

steady all the way out to the hands, the
muzzle of the pistol is still free to move
around. The fact that our body and arms
are flat on the ground, and not free to
move, can work against us. There is no way
for our body to comfortably absorb mag
num recoil in the prone position, because it
will not give. Also, the head must be
raised, unsupported, in order to sight the
pistol. This puts a strain on the neck, mak
ing it harder to hold your head still enough
to get a good sight picture. Then, too, you
will probably get a crick in your neck be
fore the match is over.

In the crossed leg position, you sit
down-facing the t~rget-andcross your
legs American Indian style. This puts your
right foot under your left knee, and vice
versa. Now, simply lay back. In this posi
tion the barrel, or forearm, of the pistol
rests on top of your leg, or knee. The pistol
can be pushed forward until the trigger
guard and your hand come in contact with
your leg, while your elbow is resting on the
ground (be sure to use an elbow pad). Your
other hand is used to support the back of
your head.

For a variation on this position, you
could raise your left knee (if you are right
handed) to a vertical position. Doing this
puts your left knee up, and the sole ofyour
left foot on the ground, under your right
knee. Thus, your left foot can be used to
adjust for high or low targets. This leg
down position is just as steady as the
crossed leg position, but it may be more
comfortable for you than keeping both
knees down.

Both the crossed leg and the leg-down
positions have several good points. Wind
will have little or no effect on these posi
tions. Also, with a rear grip pistol, most of
the pistol's weight is resting on your leg,
and need not be supported by your hand.
With your elbow on the ground and shoot
ing hand against your leg, the rear of the
pistol is less likely to have up and down or
sideways movement. This also leaves your
arm free to move and absorb recoil. Sup
porting your head with the other hand pre
vents head movement (making it easier to
get a good sight picture) and keeps you

from getting a crick in your neck.

NEGATIVE ASPECTS
About the only negative aspect of these

positions may come with the use of a cen
ter grip pistol, such as the Remington XP
100. Because most of the pistol's weight is
balanced in your hand, and not resting on
your leg, it makes it easier for the rear of
the pistol to move around.

The Creedmore position is the most
popular for metallic silhouette competi
tion. Here, the shooter sits facing the tar
get, then lays down on his back. The knees
are drawn up together, with feet apart on
the ground. This forms a sort of tripod
with the legs. The pistol is held with the
barrel against the side of the calf of the leg,
and the grip, or fingers of the shooting
hand, against the thigh, elbow on the
ground. The other hand is used to support
the head.

This is a very steady shooting position
with three good contact points: elbow on
the ground, side of the barrel against the
calf of the leg, and grip against the thigh.
There is less chance for the rear of the
pistol to weave in the Creedmore position
than in the leg-down position, because of
side contact with the thigh. The tripod for
med with the legs is extremely steady, and
reduces movement caused by the wind,

and body movement from one's breathing
and heartbeat. The arm is free to move and
absorb recoil, and gun contact with the
side of the leg seems to reduce felt recoil.
The head is supported by the other hand.

The only negative aspect of the Creed
more position may be in the use of rear
grip, unlimited guns, since the weight of
the pistol must be supported by the hand.
Spreading your feet wider apart will help
support the muzzle of production guns;
but unlimited guns may be too barrel
heavy to hold steady in the Creed more
position.

When shooting from a reclining posi
tion, you must be sure that all parts ofyour
body and clothing are behind the muzzle
of the pistol. Otherwise, you could get a
hole in your pants; or worse yet, a hole in
your leg!

These four positions are not all I have
seen tried at metallic silhouette matches.
But most shooters use one of the four, or
some variation, to suit their own particular
style.

A person's own shooting style is impor
tant. He may have to take a basic position
and change it a bit to suit his physical
makeup, be comfortable and hold his gun
steady. Then he is on the way to achieving
his goal of maximum, --M-
repeatable accuracy. ~
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By B.R. Hughes

A former Colorado state highway patrol
.L\.. man, now a pistolsmith, operates on
the theory that if your gun doesn't work
when you need it, you probably will never
need it again.

He is Bill Bidwell, and his practical ap
proach to combat handguns is refreshing.
"My guns have been used by professionals
throughout the world," said Bidwell. "One
of my regular customers has carried his in
Rhodesia, South Africa, Honduras,
Guatemala, and all over the United States.
He has been in several firefights. In his last
two, my gun accounted for three kills."

This might seem shocking to some, but
as'the pistolsmith says, "As a former police
officer, I know what it is to have to bet your
life on a handgun. And I realize what can
happen ifyour weapon fails. I have gone to
great lengths to develop my work so that
your weapon will always function under
the most difficult conditions."

Bidwell attended Trinidad State Junior
College for one year and took many of the
gunsmithing courses offered there. Later,
he received his bachelor's degree from
Northern Colorado State University and
did some work towards his masters degree.
Following this, he served more than nine
years as a law enforcement officer, before
becoming a full-time armorer.

"I prefer to think of myself as an artist in
steel, rather than a pistolsmith," he told
me. "Any hack can take' a handgun apart,
butcher it, and call himself a pistolsmith. I
like to believe that the detail work I per
form, and the feel of my guns, set them
apart. I go to great lengths to make them
feel good in the customer's hand."

When I inspected my first handgun from
Jawbones Limited-the name Bidwell has
given his business-I was immediately
struck by the way the gun "settled" in my
hand. Anything that might bother the gun
hand has been removed. Most combat
shooters are familiar with the excellent
Swenson safety. Bidwell has subtly altered
the edges, the length, and the grooves. The
lower edge of the right-hand side does not
overlap the frame. In the area of the main
spring housing, there is no overhang of the
frame. These are minor touches, to be sure,
but they are indicative of the care lavished
on a Jawbone pistol.

NO SUBSTITUTE FOR SKILL
Bidwell has made up several competi

tion guns for IPSC (International Practical
Shooting Confederation) shooters; but his
outlook on such pistols is different from
that of many 'smiths. "It is important to
note that in no way, shape or form is a
custom handgun intended to perform as a
substitute for skill," he said. "Skill is a
function of education and practice, and a
certain amount of natural talent. Ifyou are
seeking a substitute for skill, you will not
find it in a pistol made by me, or by anyone
else:'
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BILL BIDWELL
PISTOLsmlTH PERsoniFIED
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Bidwell stressed that unless a shooter
has above-average skills with an out-of
the-box Colt .45 auto, he probably won't
do much better with a fine custom
handgun.

"What do you need in a pistol?" Bidwell
asked. In the next breath he answered his
own question: "In tru th, a bsol u tely
nothing. John Browning designed the gun
to be an excellent firearm right out of the
box, and for years many people have used
the G I .45 to shoot other people suc
cessfully, without recourse to custom work
of any kind. Most gun writers recommend
new sights be installed and a trigger job
done; then you're all set. I suppose there is
some truth to that, although for many
years I shot a lightweight Commander
with issue sights, and I shot very well when
I got some practice. Issue sights aren't very
fast to pick up, but if the truth be known,
most people who have been to the wall

He discusses his 'Jaw
bone' .45s, his un
usual approach to
shooting and
provides a 13-point
checklist on .45
aut0 fun.c t ion i ng .
with a handgun will tell you they didn't go
for precise sight alignment in the fight. I
do, however, recommend some modifica
tions, and fixed sights rank right up at the
top."

Any Jawbone handgun is guaranteed.
But, as Bidwell points out, "This doesn't
do you any good if you're 100 miles from
nowhere in a shootout. For this reason, no
gun leaves my shop unless I would bet my
own life on its overall performance. The
bulk of my work has been for professionals
who use their weapons seriously. I have yet
to receive a complaint from any of them.

CHRONIC COMPLAINERS
"I have received a few complaints from

match shooters, and any 'smith who says
he hasn't is either a liar or doesn't do much
work. There are always people who are un
reasonable about their guns, and complain
about this or that, just to have something
wrong in order to fix it."

Bidwell is not a rabid supporter oflPSC.
"Here in Denver," he said, "it recently out
lawed the crossdraw and made everyone
go to strong-hand holsters, with the belt
worn through the pants loops. Let's face it,
cross-draw and shoulder holsters are ex
tremely practical for normal use, and they
are fast. What is impractical is a six-inch
barrel on a Colt .45, or long slide. I have
yet to hear of anyone carrying one of these
in a real combat situation, or for any police
agency; yet, they are permitted to do so.
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The rules are a little screwed up. IPSC
should allow anyone's pistol in a reasona
ble caliber and whatever leather the shoot
er wants. It's getting so restrictive that it is
becoming less practical and more of a
game."

By this time, I had become fascinated
with this outspoken builder of quality
guns, so I began to ask Bidwell a few ques
tions concerning specific subjects.

BRH: What gun do you prefer?
BB: I like Colts. Most of the others I

have seen, or worked on, were pretty
awful. The gun as it comes out of the box in
G I trim is fine. However, the sights could
be better and the trigger is generally too
heavy with lots of creep. I would not hesi
tate to use a plain issue gun with my re
liability job performed on it, in almost any
situation. It simply isn't necessary to spend

a basket of money to gain an advantage,
unless you are good enough to benefit
from the modifications.

BRH: How about sights?
BB: I prefer the Bomar, or a simple plain

fixed rear sight. I do believe in and recom
mend some type of night vision aid for.
those who might benefit from this feature.
S&W sights are good for some
applications. I like the sights to be as close
to the bore line as possible.

BRH: What is your recommendation for
a combat trigger?

BB: I learned to shoot the one I was
handed, and I can do all right with almost
anything. My preference is for a trigger
with about a four-pound pull, with no
creep. It's safe and efficient, and in combat
you don't squeeze the trigger anyway.

Continued on page 80

This Colt .45 Combat Commander
shows the raised checkered panel
on the front strap, a special
customizing feature by Sidwell.
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Collected by Jon Winokur

How to Clear a
"StovepipeFF

One of the most common types of jams is the
"stovepipe", and it's one of the easiest to clear.
Here's my technique:

LEONARD KNIGHT. Combat Master,
three-time Southwest Pistol League Champion.

In order to be able to recognize and Ciear jams
qUicl~ly, practice regularly by simulating jams
with dummy ammunition, and always clear
jams in live fire practice as if you were shooting
in a match. Remember, when your gun jams,
don't quit. Look at the gun, clear it
immediately and continue shooting.
68

1. As soon as you've identified the jam ...

2. ... qUickly bring your weak hand up to the gun,
placing the hand palm down and forward of
the un-ejected case.

3. Strike the case sharply rearward with the
weak hand.

4. While some experts recommend cycling the
slide with the weak hand, I find that hitting the
case sharply will move the slide far enough to
the rear to chamber a fresh round.
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SEVEN
STEPS

TO
SURVIVAL

.A U.S. mail box
. 5'excellent cover.

~ It will stop any hand
gun bullet. Firer here

- ~ cov-:red (note muzzle).

By Seth R. Nadel

Tast year, more than 100 u.s. peace of
J-..; ficers were killed in the line of duty. A
few were killed from ambush, the others
because they had f.ailed to apply-or had
never been taught-those elements of a
confrontation that determine the winner.

After many years of studying actuai in
cidents, I have come to believe there are
seven basic elements to a shooting con
frontation, and that they can be listed in
their order of importance. Most shooters
will be surprised that I have played down
shooting ability; but the training officers of
large law enforcement agencies will, I
think, agree with me. I have not allowed
my regular participation in shooting sports
to sway my judgment.

To survive a shooting, the officer must
examine closely the parameters of a con
frontation, so he or she can train and plan
to survive in the real world. Most
"qualification" shooting is not based on
the shootings that have occurred, but on
outdated basic training courses that are
both traditional and easy to administer.
Those who run the courses have forgotten
that survival is the only victory. Arresting
the criminals is nice, but living is nicer. By
attending to the seven basic elements I list,
the odds for survival can be swayed in
favor of the police officer.

(I) Tactics. The use of proper tactics will
decide who lives and who dies. You can be
daydreaming about the new department
dispatcher, working alone in a high crime
area, and armed only with a .22 short der
ringer; but if you use good tactics you will
survive all but a planned ambush. The re
cognition of proper cover and its use, the
methods of approach, handcuffing, search
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and processing can all be learned and ap
plied. There are books, films, and experi
enced officers who can teach you much in
this area. Don't hesitate to go to other de
partments to pick up their methods; and
remember to vary your own techniques
from time to time.

It takes more than
basic shooting ability
to emerge victorious
from a confrontation.

DON'T EMULATE Tv
Proper tactics also apply to the everyday

handling of your sidearm. I have been
present at eight accidental discharges, but
in no case was anyone injured, because the
sidearms involved were pointed in a safe
direction. Several office walls were 'killed,'
but all the officers survived. By the way, if
you use the tactics shown on TV you will
most likely get killed. They are planned
first for camera angle and second for
dramatic impact-not to keep the actors
alive.

(2) A wareness. If you are aware of your
surroundings you can employ proper tac
tics and techniques early in a confronta
tion, perhaps preventing the need to shoot
at all. Don't let people come up close be
hind you. Be alert to where your gun is, in
relation to people; if they are evil-doers
they may try to take it away from you.
Learn the limitations of your equipment,
and yourself, and utilize your strengths to
make up for your weaknesses. Observe po
tential weakness in your opponent, and try

to take advantage of them. Know when
you need to call for a backup unit.

In a larger sense, be aware of what is
happening in the community. Is there a
feeling of unrest, a potential for violence in
the people you police? It may be wiser to
forego a certain arrest now, to avoid a con
frontation or a riot later. Identify the per
son and come back with a warrant when
tempers are cooler. Learn who on your
beat may be pro or anti police, so you can
tailor your response. Some departments
give this the fancy title "Threat Aware
ness," but it can all count toward your
survival.

DRAW 'REFLEXIVELY'
(3) Reflexive drawing ability. When the

situation has reached the point where a life
may be in danger you must be able to draw
your sidearm without thought-reflexive~.

And you must be able to do so without
being distracted from the situation; your
decision to draw must be separate from
your decision to fire. If you always train
that a draw ends with a shot, you may
shoot someone who will try to surrender as
you go for your gun.

It is not uncommOn to hear of a "mirror
shootout." Here, an officer-usually poorly
trained-is searching a building. Turning a
corner, he sees a figure, draws, sees a gun,
and fires, only to find he shot a mirror on
an open locker door. He should have been
concentrating on the situation, rather than
on drawing and shooting. The gun should
come from the holster and be aligned on
the target-automatically.

(4) Reflexive shooting ability. Shooting a
handgun is not an instinctive act, so I have

Continued on page 70
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used the word reflexively. Much as your
ability to draw must be "semi-automatic;'
so must the shot go where, and when, jn
tended. ·In most cases, the distances are
close-less than 10 feet. The light is usually
dim, so dim that you cannot see the sights,
if you had the time to use them. Thus the
prime factors are the type of grips used on
your gun, so as to allow shots to go where
you look, and practice. Your ability to hit
where you look is more important than the
type and caliber gun you carry.

HOLSTER SELECTION
(5) Holsters. The type, location and

training you have with your duty gear has
a great impact on (3) and (4). Holsters
must be selected for safety (retention),
speed, and comfort (days can get long).
Spend as much money as needed to get the
best; then practice, practice, practice. And
do so the way you use the gear on the
street, safety strap fastened and hand off
the gun, looking at the target. If you don't,
you will be training yourself to die.

(6) Handguns. If we were all perfect
shots, capable of 100 percent accuracy at
all distances from any position-making
hits that would stop all attackers all the
time-then the .22 short derringer could be
the issue gun. Failing that, we have to sub
stitute a certain amount of power for ac
curacy. Power without control is useless, so
there is a point of diminishing returns. If
your department dictates the use of a rela
tively low-powered issue gun, then lots of
practice with quick, two-shot bursts, can
help. Remember, in all cases, a hit from a
less effective pistol is better than a miss
from a powerhouse magnum.

(7) Ammunition. Most departments and
agencies have learned that the most hu
mane round is that which stops the at
tacker the fastest. Research shows that
high velocity, hollowpoint bullets are the
most effective. They combine high
stopping power with low over-penetration
and ricochet hazard. Their use has resulted
in fewer deaths, as less tissue destruction is
needed to bring on shock and stop the at
tack. Again, if your department decrees
less effective ammo, get more practice.

SEVEN STEPS
Continuedfrom page 69

BASED ON REAL WORLD
There are many who will not agree with

the order of my priorities. But I would
remind them that it is based on the real
world, not on a range officer's fantasy.
These are the things that save lives. I had to
separate them for clarity, but they are all

Continued on page 84
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BROWNELLS
Designed for

The Gunsmiths - Dealers - Hobbyists
Who Service the Needs of the Millions of

Sportsmen & Target Shooters in the U.S. Today

CERTIFIED CHECK
OR

MONEY ORDER

PRICE:
$28.50 per set

add 1.50 postage & hdlg,

COMBAT COMPETITION
FIXED SIGHT PAT PENDING

DESIGNED BY RICHARD HEINIE
MACHINED FROM

4140 STEEL
ALL SHARP CORNERS

ROUNDED
FRONT SIGHT IS
MODIFIED RAMP

RICHARD HEINIE
821 E. ADAMS, DEPT. AH5/83
HAVANA, ILL. 62644

Custom
Pistols

J_ MICHAEL PLAXCO
Highest quality workmanship by a champion
competitor:
• Member World Champion USA IPSC "Gold"

Pistol Team, 1982
• Twice Winner Mid-Winter Targetworld

Championship, 1980 and 1982.
• Third Place in USA IPSC Nationals, 1981
Oeveloper of the Plaxco Compensator System

For more information and gun specifications:
J. Michael Plaxco, Rt. 1 Box 203
Roland, Arkansas 72135 501-868-9787

Dedicated to the principle that the man who works on guns deserves
the Best possible in supplies -Immediate service from in-stock
inventories ePersonal association with knowledgeable gun people
-Constant adjustment in product performance.

SELECTED FOIt.THE SELECT
For the trade are tools for every need -Chemicals for every application -Supplies for every operation
-Accessories for from crown to buttplate, to shoot, to service, to repair, to re-build or build tht! Gun
-Electroless nickel plating -Wood carving tools -Engraving supplies -Hot and cold gun bluing
-Special glass bedding. Acraglas. Acraglas Gel.

Price $3.25* - FREE TO QUALIFIED GUNSMITHS/DEALERS (FULL & PART TIME)
Serious Gunnuts & Hobbyists (Our new regular customers of the future): Ask. and we will send Federal Fireanns Licensing
procedures with your $3.25 catalog order. For the good of the entire shooting Fraternity we are anxious to help you get
started as a legitimate professionaf • full or part time· or enhance your guncraft. The future fate of shooting in any area
depends on the activity of the local gunsmith. YOU can both serve and enjoy! *Refunded on

* Forei n: $4.25 BROWNELLS Inc 200 S. GROVE first $30.00 order
, • MONTEZUMA, IOWA 50171

-Advantage Grip System competition proven

by MICKEY FOWLER
"The Advantage Grip System was part of the
equipment I used to win the Bianchi Cup IV.
It's a simple screw on device that reduces
recoil a full 17%. It allows quicker sight
picture alignment and improves shot to shot
recovery. All my competition guns are
equipped with the Advantage Grip System."
Complete Advantage Grip System with checkered walnut
stocks, $40.00 - Add $2.00 for First Class Postage. Calif.
residents add 6Jh% Sales Tax. I ship immediately upon
receipt of money order or certified check. Allow 2 weeks for
all other checks to clear. Quantity discounts available. Dealer
inquiries invited. Write for additional information, brochure
and mathematical calculations to prove the recoil reduction.

$55.00 Installed
add $6.00 per gun ship. & hdlg.
III Residents add 5% sales tax
send $1.00 for complete
brochure of services



International Shootist Inc.
P.O. Box 5254
Mission Hills, California 91345
Ph. (213) 891-1723

STILL ONLY $7.95

SECOND AMENDMENT FOUNDATION calls it "Must
r.ading for anyone who k••ps a fir.arm for s.lf
d.f.ns.... "Should b. a mandatory purchas. for
anyone buying a gun." (Shooting Industry
Magazin.). "On. of a kind." (LAW & ORDER). "17
chapt.rs of str.etwis. information that every gun
owner n••ds. Ayoob pulls no punch.s!" (GUNS
Magazine). "I I.arned more about use of d.adly
fore. from this book than I did in law school."
(Practicing attorn.y)
This book t.ach.s YOU "ow to use d.adly force
without b.ing ravaged by a ciminal justice system
that oft.n seems to favor the lawl.ss ov.r the law
abiding.

!f!Jlli llo&ollo @@!iJJJjJJj!f[J!f[J@!i!I!J][J(jj

.\fassad t :hoob

Jilt' Wf,l .. f,t lhe
.i"·,l(m I~J l'~r"(ljlal

I'rolHlkm

Ted Blocker's Custom Holsters"---'<:==--'-'
P.O. Box 821
Rose~ead. California 91770(<t>
Ph. (213) 442-5772 .~;;,

This rig was designed and made for International Shootist Inc. under the expert gui
dance of Mike Dalton and Mickey Fowler to handle the most grueling demands of top
level practical pistol competition, and exceeds all LPS.C. requirements. This is the rig
you have seen used by the LS.I. team lead by Mickey Fowler and Mike Dalton at world
class events. All LS.L rigs feature full contour double thick belt, holster includes 18
gauge steel liner, metal lined hip plate, sight rails, adjustable tension device, muzzle
rake for strong side or cross draw. Revolutionary Tef-Lok double mag pouch which has
teflon coated spring retainers. Holster can also be ordered for strong side butt forward
and is available for Colt Commander Mark IV, Gold Cup, Hard Baller, Brgn. H.P, Safari
Arms, Pin Gun, guns with 6" or 7" long slide, guns with full Bomar Rib at no additional
charge. The competition rig as shown sells for $126.95 plus 5% shipping and handling.
Calif. residents add 6% sales tax. This standard model can be delivered in less than 30
days. If ordering direct from Ted Blocker you may use Master Charge or Visa. Please
include your card number and expiration date.

TED BLOCKER'S CUSTOM HOLSTERS
PROUDLY INTRODUCES ...
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Mike Dalton and
Mickey Fowler
say, "In today's
compet:ition, this
is the 'State of the
Art' in leather

" eqnipment. r·····
L

MASSAD F. AY008'S
".N THIGRAVIST IXTRIMI"

----GRAVEST EXTREME P.O. Box 122. Concord. ~.H. 03301---

1PI.ase ch.ck on.:.0 Ch.ck or Mon.y Ord.r . $7.95

1
0 Charg. my MC No.

Exp. date Name10 Charg. my VISA No. Stre.t

•
Exp. date City •

•
Bank on which account is drawn: •______________ State Zip, _
~~-------- ~ J

usually goes beyond-the total volume ofthe
case, due to the deep cavity cut in the bullet.

Test results have been impressive. For
exampie, a TH.Y. .38 Special bullet, fired
in a Smith & Wesson M60 with a two
barrel, was totally stopped after only a six
inch trajectory in plastilline block (a
French testing medium that duplicates liv
ing tissues). Expansion cavity diameter
averaged three inches.

Comparative perforation tests were per
formed with the same gun against steel
auto bodies, at a range of 10 feet. All
rounds fired passed through cleanly. Un
der the same conditions, TH.Y. .38 Special
ammo totally defeated "Kevlar" body ar
mor, which resists conventional .44 Mag
num loads.

Accuracy tests, performed at the S.F.M.
range with a four-inch S&W 19 revolver at
25 yards, were excellent. (Note: TH.V.
ammo is also available in other calibers
.357 Magnum and 9mm Parabellum, and
are being readied for .45 ACp, .380 Auto
and .44 Magnl;lm.)

In all tests, ejection of empty cases was
easy, and there were no signs of over-pres
sure on primer faces.

An ideal police load has been born, ac
cording to French police officials. But will
it get the international recogni- ~
tion it deserves? ~

MANY SIGHT SYSTEMS
Today, PPC shooters have a wide variety

Continued on page 78
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precision rib with a high profile front and
rear sight. The Bo-Mar sight rib allowed
for 114 inch adjustments at 50 yards, and
with the increased weight of the rib, PPC
scores soon rose. Several years later, a Cal
ifornia machinist-shooter-Leonard
Tiritilli-designed a sight-rib that uses a
three-position cam in the rear sight to fa
cilitate sight changes on the range. Once it
is pre-set for the various distances, all that
is necessary is to turn the cam to the de
sired setting. This allows for more accurate
and faster sight changes, with no counting
of "clicks."

PPC REVOLVERS
Continuedfrom page 44

FRENCH POLICE
Continued from page 45



"I shot a javelina at 150 yards last spring
with this load," he states, "and the load
performed wonderfully." It will shoot (11<!
inch groups at 25 yarc!s consistently, if I do
my part. I hung a 16-inch truck rim on a
tripod at a range of more than 350 yards
behind my place; on a good day, I can ring
it three times out of five. The load dents the
rim heavily at that distance.

In chronographing it, during testing, I
found that the same charge with pistol pri
mers produced an average muzzle velocity
of around 1,070 fps, and left unburned
powder in the bore. With the rifle primers,
the charge burns well, and the variation
from shot to shot is relatively small.

RAM BUSTER
"The other load I use with the 457191 is

20 grains of 2400 fired by a Federal large
pistol primer. This load gives a little more
than 1,200 fps out of my pistol. I have used
it successfully in knocking down iron
rams."

Taylor says accuracy and penetration
are good with the latter load. He notes that
if he attempts to use rifle primers with the
20-grain charge, pressures appear to in
crease, but velocities goes down.

No mention is made of incomplete com
bustion using pistol primers with the heav
ier charge. It's logical that such a problem
would be compounded by adding more
powder. If you want to experiment with
Taylor's loads, remember what I said
about using them only in Rugers or
Contenders, and approach with caution.
(Taylor admits he had problems with the
terrific recoil generated by these combina
tions.)

Richard Savino of Irasburg, Vermont
provides some tips on how to make .455
Webley ammo. The first I read of this
method was in an article written by Frank
Marshall Jr., some years ago. Savino, who
owns a Webley revolver, appears to have
come upon a similar method indepen-
dently. .

Many guns cham bered for the old .455
have enough clearance between the cylin
der and the backing plate to aliow use of
shortened .45 Colt brass. (The .45 Colt rim
is about .020 inch thicker.)

"I took a tubing cutter;' explains Savino,
"and 'doctored' a few cases (.45 LC/R-P)
down to ACP length (rtote: Marshall says
this length should be no more than .785
inches and no less than .750 inch). Then I
ran them into the .45 Long Colt sizer, using
the normal shell holder for the caliber. The
next step-belling-was just as easy. I
adjustec! the ACP die to meet the case
mouth, seated a primer, and was ready to
load the powder and bullet."

MORE ON WEBLEYS
After chamfering the mouths of his al

tered .45 LC cases, Savino discovered that,
in order to achieve sufficient cylinder-to
backing plate clearance, he had to dress
about .001 inch of brass off the thickness of
the rims. Remember, Marshall said that a

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER . MAY / JUNE 1983

440-AH Miller Valley Road
Prescott, Arizona 86301

Telephone: 1·602-445-9650

guns. They should not be fired in the Colt
Single Action, Bisley, New Service, or
other older, weaker revolvers, Taylor says
he uses an old model Ruger in .45 Long
Colt.

"I cast the bullets out of wheelweights,
size them, then heat-treat them. I use the
kitchen oven and have experimented to
find the correct setting. The tem perature is
about 470 degrees Fahrenheit, and the bul
lets are left in for 45 minutes. I imme
diately quench them in cool water, then
lube them after they are dry. Cases are full
length, resized and trimmed, if necessary."

Taylor's lighter of the two loads calls for
18.5 grains of 2400, ignited by a Federal
bench rest rifle primer. He says the primer
pockets have been deepened to accept the
rifle primers, and that this load averages
1,108 fps.

PRICE COMBAT GUNS
CUSTOM .45 COMBAT WORK

Reliable - Accurate - Tastefully
executed combat modifications

performed on the .45 auto.

Write for details and price list.
WESTERN GUN EXCHANGE

Gunsmith - Bud Price Route 2, Box 92 Open 9:00-5:00 Daily
24 years experience Miami, OK 74354 Closed Sunday
NRA Life Member Phone (918) 673-2810

HIGH QUALITY MERCHANDISE AT
REASONABLE MARKET PRICES.

We have Bushnell & Weaver scopes at tremendous
discounts. We also offer many specials on Ruger,
Colt, S&W, SAKO, T / C, Winchester, Armalite,
Hardballer, Back-up, Weaver, Bushnell, Etc. Please
send us $1.00 in stamps or change to cover shipping
and handling on our large illustrated list. Your dollar
is refundable on first order over $100.00.

SMITH & WESSON and RUGER
MOST MODELS a.1trt==-===:=.;;iiIN STOCK •

Silhouette Rifles
Silhouette Pistols

PPC REVOLVERS
IPSC 45 AUTOS
CONVERSIONS
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HANDLOADING
Continuedfrom page /0

DEMPSEY CUSTOM GUN
19715 Bolton Bridge· Humble, Texas 77338· 713-446-7842

used Winchester military brass, dated
1944, exclusively.

How about a hot hunting load for the.45
Long Colt? Jim Taylor, POB 252, Oracle,
AZ 85623, tells of some Elmer Keith reci
pes he's used successfully for more than 10
years. The loads involve the Lyman
457191, which nominally casts to about
292-grains, and was designed primarily for
use in the .45-70. Such bullets should be
sized to .451-.452 inch; the loads Taylor is
using apply only to Ruger or Contender



JOHN SHAW WINS 1982
"SOLDIER OF FORTUNE"

VHF & BETA Training
Tapes Available
Pistol - $59.95
Shotgun - $49.95

Write for our free catalog detailing the entire
Charter Arms line of fine American firearms.
Send $2.00 and get the Charter shooter's patch.

Only $8.95
Plus $1.00 Postage &

Handling

Pistol and Shotgun
courses now available
at Mid-South Institute 01
Sell-Defense Shooting.

e Q-tARfER ARMS
Dept. 3D AH-5, 430 Sniffens La.
Stratford, CT 06497

Combat Handguns
Magazine says:
"To all future champions
and to those who want to
defend themselves, You
Can't Miss is a solid hit in
the x-ri ng!"

Lean, light, and accurate, the CHARTER BULLDOG "TRACKER" .357
MAGNUM is an easy-to-handle powerhouse offered in a choice of

2V2", 4", and 6" barrel models.
The 2 V2" model weighs only 22 ounces, but the "Tracker's"

construction is heavy-duty and dependable. It utilizes the
famous Charter BUlldog solid frame design with a compact

swing-out cylinder that provides the strength to handle
hot magnum loads. Featured are square butt grips,

relieved for speed'loaders, for fast action.
This .357 is fitted with a 314" diameter bull

barrel containing a recessed muzzle beefed
up to lessen recoil. An extra-wide trigger en

hances control along with an extra-wide
hammer spur for easier single action.

Packed into the powerful
"Tracker" are the innovative

design features that are
characteristic of all Charter

firearms .a depend
able product at an

affordable price.

Powerful!

Send Orders to:
YOU CAN'T MISS-SN

City State Zip __ 503 Stonewall
Memphis, TN 38112

Recommended by Massad Ayoob.

Jim Clark, Bill Jordan and many others!

Learn how he did it - and
how you can - in his best
selling book, YOU CAN'T MISS.

Street

American Handgunner
Magazine says:
"You Can't Miss is a must for
the dyed-in-the-wool hand
gunner wanting to improve
his scores...well done and
extremely informative... "

Send me copies of YOU CAN'T MISS
@ $8.95 plus $1.00 postage and handling each.

., Send me copies of limited Edition
Hardbound - YOU CAN't MISS @$14.95plus$1.00
postage and handling each.

Name

Dllse.VEAIII
AELOADIIINC

INFO 'QUICKIE'
The Al Magnum revolver cartridge

was introduced in 1964, along with the
Smith & Wesson M57 revolver.

It is similar to an old (1924), but little
known, wildcat cartridge-the .400
Eimer.

Bullet diameter of the Al Magnum is
a true 0410 inch, rather than the .386
.387 inch of the Al Long Colt.

lot of the old Webleys had plenty of clear
ance; but not all of them.

Savino substituted the 0452 inch Speer
lead SWC, a 250-grainer, for the Webley's
traditional 265-grain round-nose lead slug.
He seated the Speer bullet over five grains
of Unique, assuming this combo would not
overstress the old gun.

"Surprise!" he exclaims, "Flame out of
the muzzle, some noise, lousy accuracy. I
forgot the crimp! The bullets were tight,
owing to the smaller inside diameter of the
shortened 045 Colt case. Chamfering a lit
tle more, I adjusted for a slight taper
crimp, again in the ACP die. Shooting was
belter, but still yielded mountains of un
burned powder in the barrel and action."

After some experimenting, Savino
finally settled on 4.5 grains of Red Dot
powder behind a Hornady 200-grain semi
wadcutter bullet. He says it'll shoot on
point-of-aim at 20 meters, adding that lit
tle unburned powder is left, and that recoil
is mild.

He concludes by saying that his Webley
is bored straight through in the chambers.
"That;' he cautions, "has an effect on the
type and degree of crimp you want to use.
Generally, the more open the cylinder, the
more crimp you should consider, since a
nonexistent chamber step, or a worn or so
so one, will drop chamber pressures. Con
versely, a tight step will raise pressures, so
act accordingly."

Marshall discovered that three grains of
Bullseye with the.200-grain Hornady, or
3.5 grains of Bullseye with a 250-grainer,
gave satisfactory results. He says, however,
that heavier loads are not quite as accur
ate, and that lead bullets-such as Lyman's
457195 or 457196-will fill the bore and
provide better results. He notes that his
best accuracy resulted from using a Lyman
45127, cast of 1-20 alloy and sized to 0457
inch. This cast bullet, weighing 205 grains,
is lightly roll-crimped over 3.5 grains of
Bullseye.

Ifyou'd like to take part in this exchange
of reloading data, write to me at POB 222,
Pinon Hills, ~

CA 92372. ~
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From The crtWlO]~ ®l19 @£11&"5
At CroWDCit,Arms ••.
Survivalist Accessories

f\
~[\< !!'\,~ CROWN
\UUUU! CITY
~ARMS "

p,o, Box 1126, Dept. AH
Cortland, N.Y, 13045
Information: (607)753·8238

Orders Only (24·Hours a Day):
Toll Free (800)847·6703

COIlYflyhtt983by Crown C'Iy A,IllS Inc
All ,'yhtsrcservcll .

11IuSlr.."ons reprinted by Ilcrm.ss.on Of
Garth ChOate. and Colt tndustllCs

AR-15 - M-16 Parts and
Accessories

IiiJW Q. i\ iii
STOCK
NO. MFG. DESCRIPTION PRICE
8000 SGW AR-15 Lower Receiver 97.95
8020 GI Receiver Extension 9.25
6300 Colt AR-15 Upper Receive; 52.15
6227 Colt M-16 Upper Receiver wllh

Forward Assist 66.60
1500 GI Bolt ASSlst 7.50
1!;i02 GI Cam ~or Bolt 4.50
1505 Drasen Shorty From Section

(Complete) 83.95
{3/235.0(H

1507 Drasen Shorty Buttswck 34.95
1512 SGW AR·15 20" Standard Barrel

with Sight Threaded 76.95
1513 SGW AR·15 20" Heavy Match

Barrel with Sight Threaded 90.95
1514 SGW AR-15 24" Heavy Match

Barrel with Sight Threaded 97.95
1515 SGW AR·15 20" Standard Barrel

with Sight Crowned 76.95
1516 SGW AR 1520" Heavy Match

Barrel with Sight Crowned 90.95
1517 SGW AR-15 24" Heavy Match

Barrel with Sighl Crowned 97.95
1518 SGW Della Ring (Aluminum) 5.60
1521 SGW CAR·15 Flash Suppressor 9.95
1522 GI Long Flashider 9.95
1523 Gl Slip-Over Flashider (Adds

1/4" Overall) 9.95
1525 Gl M-16 Trigger 5.95
6301 Colt Magazine (5-rdl 12.70
6210 Colt Magazine (20-rd) 13.20
6232 Colt Magazine (3Q·rdl 15.05
6224 Colt Bolt Carrier 54.40
6226 Colt Forward Assist 21.00
1520 Adventure Magazine (20-rdl 6.50
1530 Adventure Magazine 130-rdl 7.50
1540 Adventure Magazine 140-rdl 17.85
1535 GI M-16 Safety Selector 495
1541 GI AR-15 Sear 6.95
1543 GI M·16 Hammer 6.95
1545 GI M-16 Firing Pin 3.95
1550 GI M-16 Trigger Spring .75
1551 GI M·16 Hammer Spring .75
1555 GI Shell Catcher (Velcro Bottom) 17.50
1560 GI M 16 Dust Cover Wlttl Pin and

Spring 8.50
1570 SGW M·16 Barrel Wrench 9.95
1575 SGW CAR 15 Gas Tube 9.95
1576 SGW AR·15 Gas Tube 11.25
1580 Drasen Biped IUniversal) 5.95
1581 Feather Biped (Universal) 9.95
1585 GI Conversion Pin 4.95
1590 Leatherwood Scope Mount 12.75
1591 Feather Scope Mount 7.50

M-1 Carbine
STOCK
NO. MFG. DESCRIPTION PRICE
1300 FED. ORO. M-llI Folding Stock 49.95
1301 Bingham Folding Stock Walnut Original

M-l Style 76.95
1305 Bingham Magazine (5-rdl 2.75
1315 Bingham Magazine 115-rd) 3.25
1330 Bingham Magazine (30·rd) 3.50
1350 Bingham Jungle Clip for 30·rd Carbine

Magazines 2.75

----
Ingram/RPB

STOCK
NO. MFG. DESCRIPTION PRICE

616 Bingham Ingram/RPB MAC·11 .380
Magazine 116-rd) 15.95

632 Bingham Ingram/APB MAC·l1 .380
Magazine 132-rd) 17.55

732 Bingham Ingram/APB MAC·lO 9mm
Magazine 132·rd) 21.45

740 Bingham Ingram/RPB MAC-l0 .45
Magazine (40·rdl 21.45

Tear Gas
1501 Omega Chemical Self· Defense Unit

w Key Case 4.50

Walther
STOCK
NO. MFG. DESCRIPTION PRICE

900 Bingham PP or PPK S .32 or .380 Mag'
aZlne w finger extenSion 14.95

910 Bingham PPK 32 or .380 Magazine
w finger extenSion 1495

PRICE
37.50
34.95
42.50
11.25
18.65
29.95

rifle stock or barrel), 50 cents for each additional, $4.00
maximum. Blue Label add $1.50. Alaska/Hawaii, Puerto
Rico/Guam double shipping amounts. DISCOUNT $1.00 IF
YOU LIST ALL CROWN STOCK NUMBERS IN ORDERING.
Supply street address for U.P.S. delivery, Send current
F.F.L. for Frame 0'. Gun orders. Prices are subject to change
without notice. Prices in effect at time of shipment prevail.

."

DESCRIPTION
Barrel 10-1/4"
Barrel Shroud 16"
Barrel Shroud 10-1/4"
Flashider
Magazine (32-rdl
Magazine (40·rd)

MFG.
UZI
Feather
Feather
Feather
Bingham
Bingham

Ruger 1022 Auto
("1022' is a Registered Trademark of Strum, Ruger & Co.l

-_f""J

STOCK
NO.
1650
1655
1656
1660
1632
1640

STOCK
NO. MFG. DESCRIPTION PRICE
1022 Masen Black Warrior M-1022 Scout

Folding Stock (As
69.95Illustratedl

1023 Fed.Ord. MK III Folding Stock 49.95
1024 Feather Falcon (Side-Folding) Walnut

Stock 118,95
1029 Eaton Magazine (25·rd) 16.95
1026 Bingham Magazine w/Adapter (30·rd) 16.45
1027 Bingham Magazine Body only t30-rdl 11.50
1030 Feather Flashider 12,50

*1032 Feather Ventilated Handguard 3.25
*1035 Feather Military Sighling Syslem 20.95

Choate Letter Opener
1600 Choate Executive Letter Opener

(Fiberglass-filled Plastic
7.00Combat Knivel

UZI

Mini-14 Parts and Accessories
I"Mini-14" is a Registered Trademark of Strum, Auger & Co.l

n~
1;';11=

{4 .
STOCK
NO. MFG. DESCRIPTION PRICE
1400 Choate Folding Chief Stock (Side Fold-

ing as Illustratedl Blue $ 85.00
1401 Choate Folding Chief Slock (Side

Folding as IIlustraled) Nitex 95.00
1402 Fed.Ord. MK III Folding Stock (Clears

3D-rd. Magazinel 49.95
1460 Ram-line Folding Slock (Side Folding

wilh Premium Wainull 99.00
1403 Fed.Ord. Handguard Ventilated Steel 5.75
1404 Fed.Ord. Handguard Ventilated Stain-

less Finish 8.50
1405 Choate Handguard 11.00
1406 Drasen Handguard (Copy of Factory) 6.50
1407 Fed.Ord. Flashider (locks around Front

Sightl 9.50
1408 Fed.Ord. Flashider Permanent Blue 12.75
1409 Fed Ord. Flastuder PermanerH StaInless 17.50

*1410 Fealher Assault SightlHK/Valmet
slyle - fit .. on any Feather
f1ashlder wllh front sight) 6.95

1411 GI Flashlder and Front Sight
IM-l Style) 24.95

1412 Choate SS Flashider & Front Sight 27.95
*1413 Feather Flashider IM·14} with Front

Sight 19.50
*1414 Feather SS Flashider (M·14J with

Front SIght 25.25
*1415 Feather Flashider (M-14) wuh Front

Sight & lug 23.75
*1416 Feather SS Flashider (M·14) with

Front Sight & lug 29.50
1417 Drasen Flashidet 6.50
1418 Feather Flashlder Blue w lug 20.95
1419 Feather Flashider SS w/lug 26.95
1420 Fed.Ord. Magazine 120-rdJ 6.50
1421 Fed.Ord. Magazine Stainless i20-rd) 8.95
1430 Fed.Ord. Magazine 130-rdJ 8.25
1431 Fed.Ord. Magazine Stainless i30-rd) 10.95
1440 Fed.Ord. MagaZine 140-rd) 17.85
1441 Fed.Ord. Magazine Stainless (40-rdJ 20.95
1445 Bingham Magazine loader SS (Allows

use of GI stripper clips) 8.75
1450 Fed.Ord. Scope Mount (No Drilling or

Tapping) 14.95
1451 Feather Scope Mount See-Through 34.95
1452 Feather SS Scope Mount See-Through 41.95
1453 Ram·Line Sight Adjustment Kit 14.95
1455 Orasen Target Rear Sight Sight

Aperture .95
1456 Feather Hooded Rear Sight Aperture 1.95
1457 GI Sight Adjustment Tool 5.95

*1458 Feather Sight Adjustment Tool 5.75
*1459 Feather Break-Down Tool 3.50

1472 GI Sling Silent Black 2.50
1474 GI Sling Padded 5.95
1473 GI Sling Green 1.95
1475 GI Shell Catcher with Handguard

(Velcro Bottoml 29.95
*1480 Feather Ventilated Barrel Shroud 27.95
*1481 Feather SS Ventilated Barrel Shroud 29.95

*~

ToOrder From The \'I,·~
Send Money Order or Cashier's Check only. Company and
personal checks clear. Sorry no COD orders unless accomp
anied by a 25% deposit. M!::/VISA orders are welcomed 
supply complete card information. MC/VISA charges are
subject to a 4% handling charge, which is what the bank
charges us. NY State residents add 7% Sales Tax or send
Resale Certificate. Add shipping: $2,OOforfirst item 1$3.00 if
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RX22 - Double
action autoloader

in 22LR, featuring
apatented revolver

-style ignition
safety system.

German engineered
to work with

accuracy.

These pistols are available
today from your Excam
Distributor. Send $2.00 for
color catalog illustrating the
entire Excam line.

H EXCAM, INC.
4480 East 11th Avenue

Hialeah, FL 33013

±1110 grain accuracy

~n®
Write for free catalog.
Lyman Products Corporation
Dept. AH-7053
Rt. 147, Middlefield. CT 06455

GT22, 32, 380 
All steel auto
loader featuring a
patented take down
system, 3 safety
systems, and
inertial firing pin.
Available in choice
of 22, 32, or 380
calibers with a
wide range of
finishes.

GT32XE, 380XE 
Fire power with
style, this pistol
features 12 shot
magazine, all steel
construction, iner
tial firing pin, and
3 safety systems.
Available in 32 or ~!-J"!I1Ii!
380 caliber,
wooden grips
standard.
Shoots as
good as it
looks!

WE ONLY LOOK EXPENSIVE
Check These Excam

Handgun Values

1000 grain capacity, accuracy to 1110th grain, and
advanced technological engineering for years of reli
ability. All this, plus features such as knife-edge agate
bearings, magnetic damping, grain-to-ounces conversion
chart and even a dust cover, all make the new Lyman
1000 grain scale a best bargain.
New ideas, proven performance, and solid reloading

, value-that's Lyman.

MODEL 1000
LYMAN'S
1000 GRAIN
SCALE

LYMAN PRODUCT REPORT

DETONICS
Continued from page 47

the new features. This gun could easily
become the ultimate military/police
sidearm.

Although I was understandably im
pressed with both innovations previously
mentioned, the real thrill came when I
examined and fired a new Detonics de
signed revolver. I really don't know why,
but I have always been impressed with big,
hinged-frame revolvers like the famous
British Webley. It is an excellent design, for
a revolver, that never really caught on with
the American shooter, soldier or police
man. Early Smith & Wessons-such as the
S&W Russian-were also hinged-frame, or
break-open, but were not strong enough to
compete with the Colts of the same time
period. While the Webley lived a long and
useful life in many of Britain's large and
small wars, the hinged-frame fizzled in the
U.S., even though speed of reloading was
considerably faster than its contempo
raries. Of course, autoloaders were ob
soleting all revolvers for combat military
use; but to me, the hinged-frame still had a
certain fascination.

The whole idea, with innovative twists
and modern stainless steels, is being resur
rected by Detonics as a special-purpose
revolver for hunting, metallic silhouette
and maybe even defensive use. I fell in
love with the prototype at first glance. The
revolver, like the Webley, is slab-sided
except for the cylinder and grips. With its
tasteful fluting, it looks beautiful in the
eyes of this beholder.

SEVEN-ROUND CYLINDER
Much to my surprise, I found they had

chambered the cylinder for seven rounds,
even in the big .45 Long Colt cartridge.
This caliber, another of my all time favor
ites, is only one of the many planned
offerings. Detonics hopes to offer the gun
in almost any current revolver cartridge,
and maybe even a few new ones of their
own. Barrels also will be offered in a
variety of optional lengths, to appeal to
both the hunter and competitive shooter.

Detonics designers have improved con
siderably on the barrel latch, which locks
up the hinged frame; and they have even
included an ambidextrous opening fea
ture. This was always a weak point on the
old Smith & Wesson and Webley.

The hinge bolt itself is unique and, while
placed and secured to function positively
and smoothly, can be easily removed with
the top of a bullet. Why remove it, you
ask? Because Detonics plans to offer many

Continued on page 77
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INTERNATIONAL SHOOTISTS INC.

Full scale long lasting Jalloy 360 long range pistol and

high powered rifle silhouettes. . ....$.269.99

INFO 'QUICKIE'
There's a new, private membership,

indoor shooting range in Milpitas, Cal
ifornia, opened by Target Masters, Inc.

Designed with a country club at
mosphere and highlighted by a sound
proof spectator area, it features 14 firing
points, five at 75 feet and nine at 50 feet
(each with electronic target retrieval).

Facilities include a club room, refer
ence library, conference areas, coffee
shop and snack bar, retail gun shop and
firearms storage lockers.

Emphasis is on knowledge, training
and safety, according to a Target Mas
ters spokesman.

For additional information, write the
company at POB 986 (Dept. AH),
Azusa, CA 91702.

of .950 inch and neck-reamed. The rims
are machined off and grooves cut for
the autoloader extractor.

Buffbam said the cases are easy to
make and incredibly strong because
they were designed for chamber pres
sures far higher than those produced in
the .41 auto loads.

Editor's note: For a progress report
on Buftbam's .41 auto, write Br~kovich
at POB 828, Whittier, ......
CA90608. ~

LOW·COST
MACHINE REST

~~o~~~~~~ ,
Unnecessary Frills!
Don't pay a king's ransom. Get the kind
of convenience, durability and accuracy
you've ~ome to exp~ct from Mequon ........... Cente, mount
Reloading Corporation. ...........Mountlng ea,
See your dealer or contact us for information today!

MEQUON RELOADING CORP.
P.o. Box 253, Dept. 118, Mequon, WI 53092 Phone toll free 800-558-7836 (In Wis. 414-673-3060)

By Jack Breskovich

NEW.41 MAGNUM AUTO WILL FEATURE
SIMPLICITY OF DESIGN AND LOW COST

T here's a new Al Magnum auto
being readied for production, one

that highlights simplicity of design and
features fewer parts than most conven
tional models in .45 caliber.

Stan Buffbam, a veteran tool and die
maker from Canyon Country, Califor
nia, told me his new auto is made of
investment castings (all-steel or alumi
num) to extremely close tolerances with
only a few machine cuts in critical
areas, "to keep production costs down
to the lowest possible level:'

Buffbam said the rear of the trigger
guard is undercut-a la revolver style
to help keep the shooter's fingers closer
together, and the gun low in the hand.

The rear beaver tail flares upward
nearly :Vs inch higher than the Colt .45
auto, and the hammer arc has been
shortened to help reduce lock time and
eliminate hammer bite.

Buffbam's super-strong rotary lock
ing action mounts the barrel 1/.1 inch
lower than the Colt .45 auto.

"This keeps the bore line lower in the
hand, helps reduce recoil and muzzle
flip, and assures a positive, straight-line
feed;' he said.

External slide rails support the slide
through its entire travel and provide in
credible accuracy without custom
fitting, according to Buffbam.

"Every desirable feature of an IPSC
(International Practical Shooting Con
federation) gun will be incorporated in
the auto's design," said Buffbam, who
explained that barrel and slide lengths
can be changed at will, to meet a variety
of shooting requirements.

His new gun will have 12-round, stag
gered magazine and is expected to sell
in the $350-$400 price range.

Cartridges for the new auto are made
from Al Magnum cases cut to a length

IS YOUR
LIFE
SAFE?Some of their trophys

Now you can join the champions, Mickey Fowler and
Mike Dalton, in the latest, most improved techniques
in the arts of self defense, competition, or just those
who must carry a pistol daily. Classes are now forming
with the personal supervision of Mickey and Mike at
their new facility in So, Cal. These international experts
will teach you to fire fast controlled shots, with the
mental conditioning to attain pin-point accuracy and
fulfill your personal goals!
Send $1.00 Postage and Handling For Full Descriptive Brochure To:
International Shootists Inc. P.O. Box 5254. Mission Hills, CA 91345

•

On~ let coni11ft ot 4 anlmall.

1 5 scale N.R.A. Small Bore rifle silhouettes.
1 set. .$9.98

3 8 scale IHMSA .22 pistol silhouettes. 1 set. .S,lT.BO

SWMS manufactures standard or custom scaled

silhouettes for your range. For more Information.
send 25' and a self·addressed envelope to:

Southwest Metallic Silhouettes
Rt. 7, Box 82 Abilene, Texas 79605

Or Call, (915) 928-4463 or (915) 698-3281

Fine
Metallic Silhouettes
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AVAILABLE AT LAST

QUICKLINE™
SIGHT FOR COLT .45

PYTHON AND DIAMONDBACK
"AS QUICK AS POINTING YOUR FINGER"

~OLT .45 CONVERSIO~S ~
AND PPC REVOLVER~

GUTRIDGE, INC.
2143 Gettler Street, Dyer, Indiana 46311

Custom sights, Complete Gunsmithing Service
Long guns, Silhouette, Bluing, Stocks, Muzzleloading

Send 40¢ in stamps for information-219-865-8617

__Please send me the 1982 edition of the Fran·
konia Jagd Catalogue. Enclosed is $12.00 plus
$1.50 postage and handling.
__Please send me the 1983 edition of the Fran
konia Jagd Catalogue. Enclosed is $13.50 plus
$1.50 postage and handling.
__Please send me both 1982 and 1983 editions.
Enclosed is $25.50 plus $3.00 postage and han
dling.
__Check/MO __Visa/MC
Number Exp Date _
Signature _
NAME _
ADDRESS _
CITY STATE ZIP, _
Send your order to HANDGUNNER BOOKS,
Dept. 98AH-5, 591 Camino de ta Reina, Suite 200,
San Diego, CA 92108.
Calif. residents add 6% sales tax. Allow 4 to 6
weeks for delivery.

The Frankonia Jagd Catalogues (formerly
known as the Ratgeber Fuer Den Jaeger or
Hunter's Counselor) have not been readily
available in the United States for nearly
twenty years. This German language
catalogue has become a basic reference
work for firearms enthusiasts who are in
terested in German and other European
guns and hunting equipment. It has no
American counterpart. Over 500 pages and
profusely illustrated in full color. 1982 and
1983 editions can now be purchased.

• Highest Quality
Work

• Target, IPSe or
Combat
Conversions

• Standard or Shooters Specifications

For further information and specifications. contact:

Bob Greider
4625 Carrie Ann Lane
Abilene, Texas 79606

915-698-2006

Greider's Custom .45 Shop

INFO 'QUICKIE'
The Smith & Wesson .35 Auto was

made from 1913 to In!. A total of8,350
were produced. The ".35" designation
was for advertising purposes only, to set
it apart from the well-known .32 Auto
round. Actual bullet diameter was .312
to .318; the standard .32 Auto measured
.303 to .312.

1983 HANDGUNNER ANNUAL
Now on your newsstand!

DETONICS
Continued from page 75

caliber and barrel length options that can
simply and quickly be bolted on your one
frame. The idea is not unlike inter
changeable barrels on the Thompson/
Center Contender.

Another unique feature is a small slot in
the upper-left corner of the recoil plate,
which allows you to visually note whether
the next cartridge up has been fired. An
indented primer would indicate an empty
cartridge; not a bad idea.

The designer is still toying with the idea
of incorporating an auto feature not unlike
the old .455 Webley-Fosbery Model of
1902. Other possibilities are a series of
barrel weights positioned in the forward
end of the ejector spring shroud, just be
neath the barre!'

If this writer was in love with the overall
appearance of the prototype, he was ecsta
tic over its performance. I did not expect,
nor did I perceive, much recoil because it is
a big gun. Using Federal 200 grain
SWCHp, accuracy was more than I could
have possibly dreamed. Using a previously
fired bullet hole as a point of aim at about
45 feet, I cranked off three more rounds of
big .45LC cartridges. Noticing no more
holes on the plain cardboard target, I
wondered how I could have missed. Actu
ally, I couldn't have since the cardboard
was larger than the back opening of the big
pipe in which I was firing. Upon closer
examination I found my shots had all
struck the first hole, enlarging it only
slightly. Staring at a four-shot hole mea
suring about one-half inch, I quickly
passed the gun to the next shooter.

I am impressed with Detonics, its peo
ple, and its products. If I were a young gun
designer, or an old one for that matter,
Detonics is where I would want to punch
the time clock; but then, there are no time
clocks at Detonics, because few of the
staff really want ~

to go home. ~

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER • MAY / JUNE 1983 77



S&W M29 conversion is oHered with 4" lube

By Bart Norris

M any people in law enforceme~t

work have need for a large calI
ber, concealable handgun, one capable
of providing maximum stopping power
and ample penetration of such barners
as walls and automobiles.

A handgun that fulfills all these
needs is now available from H&H Gun
Works (10-3 Coal Branch Road,
Greenup, KY 41144). It's the S&W M29
.44 Magnum, altered to provide the
best defensive arm.

Unlike previous conversions of this
type, the barrel of the revolver is faced
off from the rear, moving the front eJec
tor rod lock closer to the crane, thus in
creasing its strength. After the barrel
has been shortened to approximately
2Y2 inches, an II-degree forcing cone is
cut to provide maximum accuracy with
all types of bullets.

The best revolver for this conversion
is the four-inch model, due mainly to
the fact that the muzzle is at the proper
distance in relation to the ejector rod
shroud, thus eliminating recutting and
recrowning a longer length barrel. Also,
the four-inch barrel comes fitted with

PPC REVOLVERS
Continued from page 71

of sight systems to choose from, all well
made and unique. As an example of the
kind of precision involved in PPC shoot
ing, consider this: many PPC shooters aim
at the head or neck of the silhouette target
for a better sight picture at 50 yards. The
sights are then adjusted to allow for the 12-
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S&Ws integral front sight base and
blade, making an extremely neat
arrangement.

The grip frame of the revolver was'
reworked for greater concealment and
control. Reduction of the N frame gnp
to dimensions equaling the K frame
round butt did not noticeably affect re
coil. Control of the revolver was greatly
enhanced by the addition of the
Pachmayr neoprene grip.

Control in rapid double-action fire
was increased by employment of the
Mag-Na-Port process. Felt recoil was
decreased approximately 40 percent
with magnum loads. .

Two finishes are currently available:
electroless nickel in either bright or
satin; or a durable, non-reflective blue.
S i g h t s are the s tan dar d S &W
Baughman quick-draw ramp type, With
various colored inserts, mated to a
white outline rear sight for greater
speed ofsight pick-up in poor li.ght con
ditions. Other Sight comblllatlOns are
available on request.

In addition to external modifications,
the actions of all converted revolvers
were given a superb polish, with a
double-action pull of 8Y2 pounds, and a
single-action pull of 2Y2 pounds. None
of the springs was altered; all were of
factory-weight. .

Weight of the revolver unloaded IS
39Y2 ounces, compared with 43 ounces
for a standard four-inch M29. The bal
ance is excellent, the gun having a
muzzle-heavy feel of a longer barreled
revolver.

Firing the M29 proved fascinating.
The recoil was not noticeably greater
than a similarly equipped four-inch
model. The recovery time between
shots was excellent, with no break in ca
dence apparent. Muzzle blast was,
however, rather severe.

Further information and a complete
list on other combat modifications and
conversions by H&H Gun Works is
available on request.

inch-plus drop of the bullet into the lO
ring. Realizing this, some sight manufac
turers have machined the front Sight blade
to coincide perfectly with the width of the
target's neck at 50 years, making for an
even more precise aiming point. ..

A clion and tuning: As with all preCISIOn
shooting sports, PPC has placed its own
special demands on its gunsmiths. Since
PPC is basically revolver-oriented, every
effort is made to take advantage of the re
volver's strong points, and minimize its
flaws.

In order to improve an already good ac
tion, the side plate is popped off and every
moving part is removed and inspected for

fit size and smoothness. Of special impor
ta~ce are proper cylinder lock-up and tim
ing, smooth and even trigger pull, and a
satisfactory cylinder gap on each chamber.
Many new shooters equate a light trigger
pull to better scores; this is not always true.
A light trigger pull can be the result of less
mainspring tension, and this can lead to
misfires. It is more important for the gun's
double-action to be smooth and consistent,
while still maintaining the mainspring's
tension. The only way to do this is to ex
pertly hone internal parts until the fit is
perfect-something best left to
experienced gunsmiths.

DESIGN VARIATIONS
In the pursuit of the ultimate action job,

several interesting design variations come
to mind. Probably the most exotic action
design was developed by Travis Strahan
(Strahan & Son, Inc.) of Ringgold,
Georgia. The two-stage Strahan actIOn uti
lizes a Colt-like coil mainspring, and the
sear has been reworked, so that the ham
mer can be literally "cocked" double-ac
tion before the shot is fired. This action is
especially appealing to those shooters who
still prefer a single-action type release, but
want to take advantage of the double-ac
tion mode.

Another design, used by Lou Ciamillo
(Maryland Gun Works, Ltd.) of Clarks
burg, Maryland, consists of roller bearing
type sleeves on interior parts to produce a
slick-as-oi) effect. The result IS an action
that makes the trigger literally glide from
shot to shot.

Special modifications: In addition to the
obvious major modifications, there are
many small "tricks" that are employed to
make the PPC revolver a real winner. Take
for example the trigger. Almost all PPC
shooters use a narrow- or medium-width
smooth trigger. PPC gunsmiths accommo
date their customers by grinding down and
polishing the ridges off the factory trigger.
Another extra is to grind off the bottom of
the cylinder latch, to allow for less hang
ups when using speed loaders. Still other
items of interest are chamfered (beveled)
chambers, bobbed hammer spurs, lead
weighted grips, cut frames to accept tape
red grips, custom trigger stops and off-set
triggers, to name just a few. Small thmgs,
maybe, but all directed toward ensunng
flawless operation.

Have PPC guns gone as far as they can?
Many believe that there really isn't too
much more that can be done with them to
achieve better accuracy or dependability.
But there are also those who feel that as
long as the search for absolute perfection
continues, thee will always be a new deSign
idea to be tried and tested.

This quest for excellence is what makes
the PPC revolver so unique and interesting
to the followers of other ~

shooting disciplines. ~

1983 HANDGUNNiR ANNUAl.
Now on your newsstand!
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Special Shirts
for Shooterslife

lns(fr~e

@:r *Gold on Royal Blue
*Hand screened on Hanes T-shirt
*Men's sizes S, M, L, XL
*Sahsfactlon Guaranteed*Just $7.50 plus $1.25 postage

Designed to shield you from the
damaging sounds associated
with the shooting sports.

For Free Brochure Contact 1
Safety Direct, Inc.
23 Snider Way

Sparks. NV 89431 lilenaia
ADYAHCID .IAR.H" PIlOTICTOR.

FRANK MITTERMEIER. INC. (Est.1936)
Dept. AH-5. 3577 East Tremont Avenue. New York 10465

Send SI.OO for new Brochure-
"'" refundable on firsl purchase.

'WESTERN GUNSTOCK MFG. CO.
550 ValenCia School Road,

Dept. AH, Aptos, California 95003
Phone 408-688-5884

M~OO CHRONOGRAPH
-VELOCITY TEST [1AJ

YOUR RELOADS. •

- FROM S79 ~~ •_.~ ::e."
-WRITE FOR FREEn ", • '

TEST REPORT: (, •

Cus!. Chr. Co. Box 1061 Brewster WA 98812

Our custom·designed
rasp has both a coarse
& fine cut. Perfect lor
barrel inletting where fast
cutting & smooth finishing
is desired. Diameter: 1/2
5/8' 3/4" Length 1" Sel 01 3 rasps.
NEW GUNSMITH CATALOG ... $2.00 1 handleS44.85

IPSC-45 AUTOS-COMBAT
Full Range of Combat Modifications

CUSTOM SIGHTS-ACCURIZING
TRIGGER WORK

50-Round Test Fire & Ransom Target on Accuracy Work
Improved Reliability

BROWN CUSTOM, INC.
8810 Rocky Ridge Road Long SASE
Indianapolis. IN 46217 For Brochure & Prices

r; Literature $1.00

,'. High Quality Contemporary

Styled Inline Action Muzzle
. loading Rifles & Pistols

@
j((!)) ~ i.:1~~ "jj~!,;J~j!)~) j~!,;,

:A3 1449H Blue Crest Lane San AntoniO, Texas 78232
1-512-494-3063

TRULOCK TOOL COMPANY
Custom manufactured precision gunsmlthlnll

tools. Dcslpe<1 by a gunsmith.
fREE BROCHURE UPON REQUEST

Trulock Tool Company
Post Office Box 7..

Whillham, Georgia 31979

~j lfrl t,nJd IUF1:J
Box 55045 Depl. A Little Rock, AR 72205-------.--Please send __ n Colt shirts in SlZe _I Enclosed IS $7.50 plus $1.25 postage per shnt. I

Name _

I Address I
~:. .:~~i~_;1

Africa. Southwest Afnca. Sweden.
Switzerland. the United Kingdom. the
United States. and Zimbabwe

The principle bUSiness of the session
was to present a senes of new
constitutional provisions. pnor to
adoption or rejection at the next world
meeting An Interesting consideration
was the federalization of the
Confederation. to recognize that some
nations are more heavily Involved In
practical shooting than others. It
seems odd that Italy. with only a
handful of shooters. no ranges. and no
active program. should vote equally
with the United States. South Africa or
the United Kingdom

Of interest to indiVidual competitors
was the stipulation that. In the future.
any international match must consist
of at least 50 percent standard
courses. that extension magazines be
forbidden, that the penalty for
accidental discharge be made more
severe. and that the protest fee be
raised to $100 US, or equivalent

The executive cQuncil was directed
to explore the practicality of
Impractically-modified pistols for
competition "Gadget guns," as they
are sometimes called, are clearly
damaging to both the practical and
sporting purposes of IPSC, and must
be brought under some sort of control.

Elaborately modified weapons. while
of questionable advantage In
competition. do advance the belief
that one may not compete successfully
Without spending a great deal of
money It IS clear that an "I PSC
pistol" and a "street pistol" must be
one and the same. Just how thiS IS to
be accomplished was not deCided at
the meeting. but will be proposed at
the next one.

The preparation of a world guide to
the conduct of practical competition
was aSSigned to Gerry Gore, the
author of a good book on practical
shooting HIS guide IS Intended to
become the Bible of practical pistol
competition. It Will be a year or so in
preparation, and will be passed upon
in detail by the world body assembled.
Thereafter, when someone wants to
put on a practical match, there will be
no reason why he cannot do It
correctly.

Future events agreed upon were the
1983 World Championship at
Hampton. Virginia, the 1984
Eurochampionshlp In Pans, the 1985
Eurochampionshlp In Vienna, and
t.he 1986 IPSC anniversary In the
United States

Of Interest to U S shooters is the
understanding by all assembly
partiCipants of the need to bnng the
tentative practical shooting rules of the
NRA Into COinCidence With those of
IPSC When this IS accomplished, all

Continued on page 81

Jeff Cooper reports on
IPSCs 5th world meeting
The 5th world assembly of The
InternatiOnal Practical Shooting
Confederation was convened August
9. 1982 In the Village of Frome.
Somerset. England.

Represented were Austria. Belgium.
Canada. France. Germany. Italy. Israel.
The Netherlands. Norway. South
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SPEAK OUT
Continued from page 26

tion was not made on such basis. The
M547 came from Smith & Wesson unfired,
an ordinary new gun. The Ruger and the
M39 came from my personal collection,
and are the only two guns I own that will
fire the 9mm cartridge. The Ruger's 9mm
cylinder had never been used prior to this
test, and I had not previously chrono
graphed either gun with any load. The
M P7 was selected from a group of several
available 9mm autos because I had never
fired a MP7, and I admired this innovative
design.

More testing with more guns will be
needed for proof positive; but from this
experiment, it appears that revolvers aren't
as bad as some people think.

The original plan had been to test all
guns for both velocity and accuracy, which
is why the new Frontier/Hornady load was
selected. This bullet was designed specifi
cally for accuracy. I was much impressed
by the development work involved, and
was expecting great. things.

Because of the two extra tests, validating
the Chronotach, and examining the effect
of mainspring tension (plus studying the
brass), I was running out of time. Then
there was the real problem. I'm not getting
old, but my eyes might be. After this much
shooting, the bullets start playing "ring
around the bullseye," and accuracy testing
becomes hypothetical. I settled for a pair
of five-shot groups on clean targets, pitting
the M547 against the M39. Extreme spread
for the M547 group was 3 t!4 inch and for
the M39, three inches.

With no more evidence than this, I'll
have to call the accuracy
test a draw, for now.

9MM AUTOS/
REVOLVERS
Continuedfrom page 61
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reliability, I asked him to explain what he
does to make sure a 045 ACP will function
properly. Here are the steps he recom
!TIended:

(I) Polish the ramp and throat.
(2) Check the fit of the slide to the

frame, to make sure that there is no bind
ing or an overly tight fit.

(3) Cut a halfmoon out of the top of the
firing pin hole in the breech, to make sure
that the case rim doesn't jam in the feeding
operation.

(4) Polish the disconnector surfaces and
matching slide depression surfaces.

(5) Polish the mainspring cap and bevel
the top edge.

(6) Polish the firing pin bearing
surfaces.

(7) Hone the inside of the firing pin re
cess and mainspring housing.

(8) Polish the lower edge of the firing
pin stop, so that it will move smoothly over
the hammer, and bevel the inside edge
even with the base of the slide.

(9) Polish the face of the breech to re
move tool marks.

(10) Recut the lower bevel on the ex
tractor, and polish the inside bearing sur
faces.

(II) Replace the firing pin spring with a
heavy duty version.

(12) Check and horte the grip es
cutcheons, which may rub on the maga
zines.

(13) Check the functioning by firing the
gun with the ammo that actually will be
used in the gun by the customer.

"For (7), I had to get Tom Wilson to ob
tain some special stones and, while he now
catalogs them, I doubt if many people use
them;' he said. "In my price for a basic
reliability job, I include trigger work and a
light opening cif the ejection port."

EXCELLENT WORKMANSHIP
Bidwell does his "basic reliability job"

for $75. Here are some examples of his
work/prices: low mounted Bomar sight,
$135; complete combat accuracy job, $150;
combat safety, $28; and a complete two
tone refinish job, $80.

"When I first got into this business;' said
Bidwell, "a veteran cop, who was my first
shooting coach, told me to always give the
customer more for his money than he ex
pected. I have always tried to maintain that
policy."

When I took a Jawbone pistol to my
home range, I was a bit ~kepticaI. During
the past several years I have shot A5s with
work performed by such experts as Mike
Plaxco, Bill Wilson, Shootist Supply and
Jim Clark.

The Jawbone workmanship turned out
to be excellent. But would it be as reliable
as Bidwell had promised?

To provide a tough test, I took along a
variety of hand loads with round-nosed
lead bullets, lead semi-wadclltters,jack
eted semi-wadcutters, hollow-points, and a
few ancient G I loads. To assist with the

Continued on page 92
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likely to get caught on clothing than 30
line. This sounds unreal, perhaps, but the
fact is that the finer checkering seems to
get into the weave of the cloth easier. Try
running a T-shirt over a housing with 20
line checkering, then one wi th 30-line
checkering. This should convince you.

BRH: What's your opinion ofsafeties on
the Colt?

BB: I think the Colt thumb and grip
safeties are just fine. I also like the feel of
the Hoag grip safety, but I don't like the
look or feel of the Safari. For a match gun,
an ambidextrous safety is worthwhile.

BRH: How about an extended slide
release?

BB: There is no reason why anyone but
an amputee should need an extended slide
release. If a customer demands one, I will
fit it; but I absolutely will not fit an am
bidextrous extended slide release. No way'

BRH: What would be your recommenda
tion to the owner of a stock Colt .45 who
wants some custom work performed?

BB: The further one gets from the issue
pistol, the less likely that person will be
able to handle an issue pistol should the
occasion demand. People should move
slowly in getting work done, and only have
the work done that will truly benefit them.
A seasoned competitor knows what he
wants in a match pistol, and he should
have it if he has the skill to benefit from it.
There is a real difference.

Since Bidwell obviously-and
understandably-puts great emphasis on

ALPHA PRECISION, INC.
CUSTOM

COMPETITION
HANDGUNS

PPC, IPSC, DUTY, TARGET,
SILHOUETTE AND SPORT

• COMPETITIVE PRICES· OVER 20 YEARS EXPERI
ENCE· PROFESSIONAL CRAFTSMANSHIp· ALL
WORK TESTED AND GUARANTEED
SEND $2.00 (REFUNDABLE) FOR INFORMATION:

ALPHA PRECISION, INC. Dept. 01
1231 Sunderland Ct., Atlanta, Georgia 30319

(404) 458-0477

BRH: What do you think about recoil
bullers?

BB: Junk! I won't use them. Every
frame I have seen that was cracked had a
buffer in it.

BRH: What are your views on squared or
hooked trigger guards?

BB: Squared guards are a waste of
money, although I will do one if the cus
tomer requests it. I won't do hooks, under
any circumstance.

BRH: What about grips for the.45 A CP?
BB: The standard Colt grips have al

ways worked fine for me; but either G I
checkered plastic or smooth wood would
get my vote. Special welded finger mem
ory grooves on the front of the frame are
no good. What a waste of money!

BRH: How about checkering on the
metal parts?

BB: I like it. I recommend this to anyone
who wants something other than a smooth
front strap. I like 20-line best. My own tests
have shown that 20-line checkering is less

BILL BIDWELL
Continued from page 67



INFO 'QUICKIE'
Humorous warning decal 3 x 4 size $1.50 each
has immediate impact on 6 x 8 size $3.00 each
fnends & foes alike. Bnght 1 3 4 &
red & black colors on 1=6 ~ 8 $4 00
white VinYl. Will stick on T & Sh' , I I'd d
any surface. ax IPping nc u e

BEWARE
OF

OWNER!

NEVER MIND
THE DOG

•

Gun refinishing supplies for the hobbiest
or the professional. Largest supplier in
the Southwest of buffing wheels, abra
sives, buffing machinery, Foredom tools
and accessories, Dremel accessories,
Cratex accessories, and bluing supplies
and equipment. Send $2.00 for catalog.

********
P.O. Box 13522, Arlington, TX. 76013

Phone (817) 274-1282

*Specialists in metal finishing*

Each lamp comes with literature describing the story behind the gun.
Perfect for desk or table. shatterproof~ a perfect gift idea! Includes
burlap shade, Hand turned hardwood top and base. Your
choice of:

Full color reproduction:
1. Colt Model 1860 Anny Revolver. Calihtr .44
2. Starr Revolver. Caliher .44
Hanlwood Stain:
1. Natural light 2. Nalural dark
Lamp Size: (Includes shadel
I. 17 inch @$32.50 (Cal. residents $34.45)
2. 29 inch @$44.60(Cal. residents $47.28)
Add $2.50 shipping for each lamp ordered. PIcasie'
indicate reproduction. stain & lamp size. Include all
three choices. Make check or money order payahle to .............

Marilyn"s Company and mail to: ~

Marilyn's Company Dept. AH
3771 Christine St.. San Diego. CA 92117

Allow six weeks for delivery. Satisfaction guaranteed.

/
- ~ Watch fer future offers!
_ 1

MARIJLYN'S COMPANY

Allen Decal Sales. P.O. Box 2358. Decatur. IL 62526
Please send __ decals @ ea.
Check for $ _

KNIFE & GUN FINISHING SUPPLIES

'~~""'";":,"' ..
"~"G'.o<tf.\O'fo

I A beaulilul collector's lIem. I
Complete Kit-Easily assembled includes: Quality

machined brass key assembly; investment cast steel

L
hammer and trigger. Full instructions. Free infOrmatiOn~

Fernwood Gun Supply, Inc.
.1341 Camino Tassajara, Dept. AH·5, Danville, CA 94526

Defense/
PUnk· Target law e...
ing shooting forcemeat HuntingC...tridge

.221 Remington
Fireball x x x

9mm Parabellum x x
.357 Magnum x x x x
.380 ACP x
.41 Magnum x x x x
.44 Magnum x x
.45 ACP x x x
.45 Colt (new) x x x
.45 Win. Mag. x x

What about all those guns out there
chambered for the .38 Special and discon
tinued cartridges? There's really little need
for concern. If they were cut off tomorrow,
it would take several years for existing sup
plies to be sold out. After that, there would
be ample supplies of components to keep
the old guns in business for many years to
come.

If this cutback is made, resources should
then become available to the ammo
makers to permit better bullets and loads
to be developed for the loads which re
main. Good target loads for the .357, .41
and .44 Magnums have long been needed,
and presently are only available as
handloads.

DUMP .38 SPECIAL
Continuedfrom page 53

Here's how the retained commercial
cartridges would cover the fields of need:

Of British design, the six-shot
Webley-Fosbery automatic revolver
was made from 1901 through 1915 in
.455 Cordite caliber with a six-inch
barrel. A few were made in .38 caliber
with eight-round cylinders.

serious shooters throughout the world
will be competing under the same set
of rules, and the massive support of
the American association will be
placed behind the discipline. as agreed
'upon by all founding and continuing
participants.

Jeff Cooper
Honorary Lifetime Chairman, IPSC
Paulden, Arizona

SPEAK OUT
.Continuedfrom page 79

____ Please send me a copy of
AN ILLUSTRATED GUIDE TO PISTOLS AND
REVOLVERS.
Enclosed is $8,95 plus $1.50 postage
and handling,
Visa/MC No, _
Exp. Date ----''--__
NAME _
ADDRESS _
CITY STATE__ ZIP _

Handgunner
Books, Dept. 2 AH
5, P.O, Box 16439,
San Diego, CA
92116
California residents
add 6% sales tax.
Allow 4 to 6 weeks for
delivery.

.41 AVENGERTM

HANDGUNS FROM
AROUND THE WORLD
AN ILLUSTRATED GUIDE TO PISTOLS AND RE
VOLVERS lets you examine close-up, 130 re
volvers and self-loading au1oma1ic pistols.
The World's most significant handguns are
lavishly photographed in full color. Each is
accompanied by concise informa1ion on the
weapon's development and use. Coverage
extends from the famous "pepperlbox" pistols
of the 1840's to the classic revolvers of Colt,
Smith and Wesson, to the modern Magnum
revolver. And, from the pioneering self
loaders of Mauser and Borchardt to the con
temporary arms of Baretta and Heckler and
Roth. Only 58.95 plus $1.50 postage and han
dling. Send your orders to:

Instantly convert your 1911 to the hard
hitting flat shooting ,41 Avenger by
installation of SSK's conversion kit. Kit
consists of a Match Grade .41 Avenger
Barrel, National Match type fitted bushing,
link, complete die set, and spring set.
SSK's Kit is available as a "drop in" unit or
oversize for gunsmith fitting. Ballistically
the .41 Avenger combines the flat trajectory
of the 9MM with 30% more energy than a
.45 while retaining enough bullet diameter
to create effective wounds. The 185 grain
cast bullet at 1200 F.P.S. delivers out
standing accuracy, produces 590 F.P.E. and
astounding penetration. Jacketed .410
diameter bullets may be used. .45 ACP
cases are readily formed in the full length
sizing die for target loads. Bullet molds
available. Commander and Government
Model Kits, $230.00. 6" for 5" Slide,
$240.00. Match Grade 45 Barrels also.
$130.00 with bushing and link. Stamp for
information.

SSK INDUSTRIES
Route 1, Della Drive

Bloomlncdale, Ohio '43910

614-264-0176

MasterCard. VISA - C.O.D.'s Welcome
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T.D.P. Industries, Inc. Dept. AH-5
Zieglerville, PA 19492

1983 HANDGUNNER ANNUAL
Now on ,our newsstandl

men's team captured two second places
and one third. The American women won
no individual or team medals.

It was difficult for me to believe that the
Russians could do so well; but then the
scores speak for themselves. For example,
V. Turla won the air pistol, center fire, and
standard pistol events-clearly an
outstanding performance. On the other
hand, I saw Kuzmin falter in his four
second string of rapid fire and lose the
match. I· distinctly remember his coach
~alk up to him after the match, his face
tmged with purple, and slowly but deliber
ately tell him what he did wrong. Kuzmin
hea? bowed, listened carefully as the real~
IzatlOn of losing the gold medal began to
set m.

What factors made the Russians so
dominating?

. If I could speculate somewhat, I would
pick two are.as that I feel stand out promi
nently. One IS discipline, the other is coach
ing. Russian coaches were like the fifth
member of the team. They were always
present during practice, looking for
cha.nges in technique or any new errors
their shooters might be prone to follow.
Strict discipline was always used during
practl.ce. For example, during rapid fire
practice one shooter would shoot live
ammo and the other three shooters would
be in booths beside him "dry firing." Then
they would rotate and another shooter
would fire live, while the original shooter
would dry-fire. Thus, each shooter would
fire 30 live rounds and 120 dry fire.

In c~mparison, U.S. shooters practiced
on theIr own, or practiced with another
team n:ember. The task of maintaining
perfectIOn became an individual one. The
Russian Shooting Federation places such
Imp~rtance on. coaching that they have a
special school Just to train coaches. In this
way, only accepted techniques are taught,
perfected and used. These techniques are
then shown to young new shooters, who
are continually being brought up through
the system.

I had the pleasure of shooting in
Moscow in the summer of 1982. In the air
pistol match, the Russians shot one team
for r~cord and three other teams (12 shoot
ers) Just for practice.

I feel a great deal of the success the Rus
si~ns had during the Caracas champion
ships was due, in part, to the system they
have perfected for the shooting sport. This
system, after discovering potentially good
young shoot~rs, continually develops them
through vanous levels of competition, all
under the watchful eyes of experienced
coaches. The ultimate goal in Russia is to
b~come a world class competitor and to
wm.

Based on what I saw at·the 43rd World
Shooting Championships, the .....
system works. '"

CARACAS SHOOT
Continued from page 55

RUSSIANS DOMINATE
!he 43rd World Shooting Champion

shlp~ saw the ~ussian shooters clearly
dommate the entire competition. The Rus
sian men won four out of the five individ
ual gold medals and captured all five team
gold medals. The Russian women won one
out of two individual and both team
matches. In comparison, the U.S. men
shooters won no individual medals. U.S.

went to the USA with a score of2284; third
place went to Sweden, with a score of2281.

Ladies air pistol places one, two and
three were taken by Russian women shoot
ers. Women fire only 40-shot matches,
compared to 60 for the men; the winning
score of 386x400 was .fired by M.
D.obrantcheva, followed by A. Treinite
With. a 380, and Inna Rose also with a 380.
Team gold was won by the Russians with a
score of ll46. Second place went to a strong
team from the Peoples Republic of China
with a ll22 and third place went to Sweden
with a ll20. The U.S. team came in ninth.

The Centerfire match was fired in two
days (30 shots each day). The Russians
continued to show their strength as they
I~ok first and second places. Turla (of air
p~stol fame) won with a 592, followed by
his countryman, Rysev, with a 591. Third
place went to J. Cheres of France with a
590. The team gold was won by the Rus
sians with a score of 2356. Second place
went to Switzerland with a 2330, and third
place went to Finland with a 2325. Close,
but a disappointed fourth, was the U.S.
with a score of 2317.

The last event for men was the Standard
Pistol event. By now, the results were
rather repetitious as the Russians won first
~nd second places followed by Italy forth
Ir? Vladas Turla of Russia took first place
w~th a 583. He was followed by Melentiev
With a 578, and Andreoti of Italy with a
576. Team scores saw the USSR first with a
2299, followed by Italy second with a 2281
and the U.S. with a score of 2270 for third
place.

The l~st e~ent of the Championships
was Ladles Pistol and for the first time in
the world championship there was another
country on the winner's stand. P. Balogh of
Hungary won with a score of 590. Second
place went to Russia's Inna Rose with a
586 and third place went to J. Gao of
China. The Russian team captured first
place for a gold medal score of 1751. The
silver medal went to Hungary with a score
of 1746 and the bronze medal went to
China with a score of 1739.

DOUBLE
Your Money
Back Guarantee.
If 55-2 i.s not all that we
claim, return the unused
can together with your
sales slip and we'll refund
DOUBLE your money
back. 5ee your dealer
today. Dealers inquire.
Write for FREE Catalog of
TOP gun care products.

. ~roven By
Authorities.

If it's good enough for
law enforcement agencies,

the US Int'!. Muzzle Loading
Team,and the curators of the NRA

Museum - you know it hano be GOOD'

Terrific For Any Weapon!
Gunsmiths, who have a reputation to
protect, recommend 55-2. It penetrates,
lubricates, and protects all metal surfaces
(blued or not) with a dry film that defies
moisture and wear. Works in temperatures
as cold as 60° below! Whether you shoot
a Win. Model 100, an Auto Ordinance
semi-auto, old-fashioned musket, or
hand load, use 55-2. Won't harm wood
stock, metal surfaces, rubber, leather, or
your clothes. .
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SOKOLOVSKY CORP. Sport Arms P.O. Box 70113 Sunnyvale, CA 94086

~u-1liiu£ ®uus, ~ur.
Dept. AH

1053 CAULKS HILL ROAD
HARVESTER, MISSOURI 63303
(314) 441·4500 (314) 447-4501

S & W and COLT WARRANTY STATION
S & Wand COLT PARTS DISTRIBUTOR

8J(otts #(oyce o~

.45 @4uto 8}Jistots

FISHER
CUSTOM
FIREARMS

Specializing in 45
IPSC conversions;
Perfect match
of reliability;
Accuracy and
control;
All guns tested
and guaranteed
Recommended by
ROSS SEYFRIED
1918 National
Champion

2199 S. Kittredge Way, Aurora, Co. 80013,[303) 755-3710

PYTHON BBLS: 8"-$94 6"-$82

6" & 8" Python Bbl's fitted to K & N frame S&W
S&W Model 28 converted to 44SP & 45LC, etc.
K frame S&W converted to 25-20, 32, etc.
S&W N-frame-convertible to 45LC & 45ACP
S&W N-frame converted to K Round Butt
Ruger SA 357 converted to 44/40, 44SP, 45LC, etc.
Ruger SA fitted with 10" barrel, any caliber
Cylinders rechambered-Barrels relined
PPC guns built-BUll barrels fitted"":'Actions tuned
Electroless Nickel-Parkerizing-Reblueing

S&W rear sight with our front sight fitted
to Colt slide & other Combat Modifications!

W hrr I ~ un Qf 0 It tJ rr s'i 0 n

GRIP SAFETIES
When new grip safeties are required,

they should be made wider, following the
style of the Pachmayr custom grip safety.

A better front and rear sight must be in
cluded. The Richard Heinie sights are pos
sibly a bit too wide and high for military
use. The design, however, is excellent and
the sights could easily be miniaturized by
Heinie.

A longer trigger, with a square surface,
will give the feeling of reducing the trigger
pull. On mass-produced .45s, it is unlikely
that all trigger pulls will be crisp at four
pounds; so, pulls of five to seven pounds,
with some creep, must be tolerated.

Ambidextrous thumb safeties, accom
panied by left-handed holsters, are so logi
cal that the concept cannot be disputed.

A Parkerized finish is acceptable.
A heavier recoil spring of 18.5 pounds,

instead of the present l6-pound spring,
would help reduce recoil-a common gripe
with the 1911. There is a widespread tend
ency among shooters endeavoring to re
duce recoil to use springs that are too
heavy, even up to 26 pounds. A recoil
spring that is too heavy will interfere with
reliability. Any time an extra power recoil
spring is used, an extra power firing pin
spring should be installed. The extra thrust
of the slide, when returning to battery can
cause ignition. Wolff Gunspring Makers
(POB 232, Ardmore, PA 19003) sell high
quality springs.

Another way to reduce recoil is to mod
ify the cartridge. A 200-grain round-nosed
bullet, with a velocity of around 840 fps, is
worth investigating.

COLT M1911 / A-2
Continued from page 54

MAGAZINE CHANGES
A beveled magazine well has the ob

vious advantage of facilitating magazine
changes.

The ejection port should be lowered, but
not enough to encourge the accumulation
of debris.

A Commander-type hammer will elimi
nate pinching the hand, between the bot
tom of the hammer and the top of the grip
safety. This problem occurs with only a
fraction of shooters, but it should be re
solved. An addition~: advantage of Com-
mander-type hammers is that they are less
likely to snag on clothes, or military gear.

The gun should have a checkered main
spring housing, and the housing should in
clude a lanyard loop.

The fit of the receiver and the grip safety
should result in proper mating, so that nei

Continued on page 85
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Ask your local dealer-or send $1 for our complete accessory catalog

Get the Picturel

Millett"Sights
16131 GOTHARD ST. HUNTINGTON BEACH. CA 92647 (714) 842-5575

part of the integrated act of survival. Their
constant use can save your life.

By reading this far you have demon
strated your interest in surviving, but don't
let it stop here. Find out what kinds ofcon
frontations (not just shootings) are hap
pening in your area. Train under similar
conditions, to see what you could do. Try
attending your local IPSC (International
Practical Shooting Confederation)
matches with your duty gear and ammo.
You may not win, but you can get cheap
life insurance, paid for one shot at a time.

With some effort, study and the proper
training you can be the vi"ctor, ~
not the victim. ~

SEVEN STEPS
Continuedfrom page 70

fight the jerks and flinches with every shot.
Yet, I enjoy a powerful revolver as much as
they, so I let loose with 50 rounds of the
extra performance loads in my .45 Colt to
see if the shock watch helped.

The big loads in .45 Colt brought ou~ the
true value of the shock watch. Scores for 10
rounds fired were three to five points
higher per target than those fired without
the shock watch.

The last 10 rounds were fired at targets
of opportunity, with attention focused on
the muzzle jump. It was checked against a
cardboard panel placed in front of the gun.
Lines were drawn across at intervals of
one-inch to provide reference points. I
noted that the muzzle of my revolver
would arc up to line eight when I shot
without the help of the shock watch. With
the device in place, the muzzle only
climbed to line five. For my shooting abil
ity, the reduction in recoil and muzzle
climb had to be at least one-third.

My evaluation of the shock watch, ad
mittedly, is a subjective one. But just as
each person has his own tolerance for pain,
so it is with a shooter's ability to control
these recoil forces. I believe shooters who
use this special watch can add two or three
points to their aggregate pistol scores; and
those who shoot their magnum revolvers at
iron targets or game will experience far
fewer flinches-and considerably more
comfort.

As a protective device, every person who
fires heavy amounts of handgun ammuni
tion should use one. Just as he wears shoot
ing glasses and ear protectors.

The retail price of the watch is $24.95,
according to Lewis.

For more information on the
shock watch, write to Dave Lewis,
Future Sports Inc., (Dept. AH), 170
East Ridgewood Ave., .....
Ridgewood, N.J. 07450. ~

fire scores were better by six points in the
aggregate, and my perceptions told me I
was getting less muzzle flip. How much less
I cannot say, because I do not own the spe
cial test equipment needed to tally exact
results. The sights required an adjustment
to the right from my normal zero, or two
inches at 25 yards.

SUPER LOADS
The third test was conducted the next

morning after making up some loads for
my .45 Colt Ruger Black Hawk. I checked
the Speer reloading manual and used the
Speer 250 grain lead semi-wadcutte.r over
enough Olin 296 powder to reach 1,000
foot pounds of muzzle energy. I must warn
you readers not to use such a load if your
.45 Colt is chambered in any other make
revolver. My Ruger Black Hawk can take
these loads; your gun may not stand up, so
use only loads recommended in the new
Speer handbook.

This last test subjected the shock watch
and shooter to greater recoil forces than
those produced by a .44 Magnum. This is
because the Black Hawk is a full half
pound lighter than most revolvers cham
bered for the big cartridge. Most shooters
are simply not willing, nor able, to take
recoil and shock forces from handguns in
the .44 Magnum class. I admit that Elmer
Keith and Skeeter Skelton are tops in con
trol when shooting these powerful re
volvers; but lesser mortals like myselfmust

Customize your handgun with precision-engineered Millett sights. Quality
craftsmanship, smooth styling, fine click adjustments make Millett the hand
gunner's choice for autos & revolvers. Ruggedly crafted in heat-treated
steel. White outline or target rear. Blaze orange, white bar, serrated ramp, or
plain post front sights for autos. .,

Colt· Smith & Wesson • Ruger. Dan Wesson • Browning

Continuedfrom page 59

SHOCK WATCH

are hit. A substantial dampening is thus
achieved.

I examined my shock watch to see if I
could shake it and observe the shattering
of the liquid metal, but to no avail. Shak:
ing the watch does not apply the shattering
forces produced by the heavy recoil of a
large-caliber handgun.

The next step was to test-fire the watch,
to see how it actually performed.

My first test involved firing the .22 rim
fire stages of the NRA Conventional 2700
match. With a High Standard Supermatic
Citation loaded with Remington standard
velocity Long Rifle ammunition, I could
not detect a change in shooting sensation
or scores. I must say, however, that I felt
like 50 or 60 rounds had been fired, instead
of 90. Maybe I was less tired, or only
thought so.

The second test was more severe. Ninety
rounds of.45 ammo fired out ofa 39-ounce
Colt auto can produce flinches even with
the target load of 3.8 grains Bullseye be
hind a 195-grain lead wadcutter. My rapid
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THE AIRGUN BOOK contains an introduction to the prin
cipal operating systems; a d1scuss1on of airgun features
and design trends of the '80s; plus a gun-by-gun guide to
over 270 spring-air, pneumatic, and gas-powered guns
currently on the market, a.ooompa.nied by a special grad
ing system for each gun based on cost, construction, ease
of use, suitability for target shooting and suitability for
pllnklng. Airgun performance and qua.l1ty are measured,
and you'll also learn about the various brands of airgun
ammunition that're available. THE AIRGUN BOOK is
fully illustrated with over 200 photographs, cut-away
views and exploded view drawings, and is an indispens
able reference work for both the airgun novice and the
seasoned pro. Order your copy nowl

·
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COLT M1911 / A-2
Continuedfrom page 83

ther edge of the receiver protrudes beyond
the grip safety when the grip safety is
depressed.

Richard Heinie (821 East Adams,
Havana, IL 62644) built the first M1911-A2,
at the writer's request. His work is
excellent.

The principle changes made in the
M1911 to the MI911-Al were a long spur on
the grip safety, an arched mainspring
housing, a shorter trigger and thicker front
sight. Lesser changes to the M1911-Al in
cluded dropping the diamond checkering
on the grips, and including a relief cut be
hind the trigger on the receiver.

Mrs. Marcy Hudson, president of
Crown City Arms, estimates that the cost
to our government of each M1911-A2 (with
an order of 50,000 or more guns) would be
$240. A representative of Colt told me her
estimate was probably accurate.

We must have right-hand and left-hand
holsters. A good place to start in the
development of a new holster would be to
build prototypes that include the
following:

THUMB BREAK
A straight drop, no forward rake or cant.

The back of the trigger guard should be
covered, making it difficult to grab the gun
from behind in "urban" situations. Only a
fraction of the ejection port should be
covered, to facilitate drawing the gun. A
thumb-break should be included, for use
with the hammer down, or cocked and
locked. The overlapping portion of the
thumb break should be sufficiently wide to
protect the firing pin stop and firing pin
from the weather. The gun should be worn
with the front strap approximately two
inches above the belt, where that position
does not interfere with chest webbing.

'Charlie Kelsey of Devel (3441 West
Brainard, Cleveland, OH 44122) has per
fected an eight-round magazine for the
M1911, an improvement that must not be
ignored.

The MI911-A2 project was undertaken
with the idea that it would be of some
value to both military and civilian shoot
ers. The specifications for the M1911-A2
should serve well those shooters who wish
to build a servicable, reliable ~
and reasonably priced .45 auto. ~

INFO 'QUICKIE'
Fedor V. Tokarev designed the first

Russian military automatic pistol
around 1925. Production began in 1930.
Caliber was 7.62mm.

~ BEAUTIFUL CONTROL ~z ~8 (For Coli .4S. Oetonics, Smith & Wesson Models 39 & S9, Browning Hi·Power) ~

I I
... You will solve the problems of slippage and inconsistant hold by simply installing a pair of C'l
~ Bullshooters' Fingergroove Grips on your .45 auto. ~

!Z Your scores will improve automatically as the fingergrooves insure proper hand placement and il
o totally eliminate shifting of the weapon especially during rapid fire. 0

'I These features, combined with the natural pointing and handling characteristics give the advantage I
... you need in hunting or competitive shooting. C'l
o 0
~ z
~ ~z ~

o 0
o IJ C'l
o 0
~ z
~ ~

8 ~~~ ~~~~ ~
~ "\() ()~\()\,\;~\&,,,, g
~ . t.~~~\\..~"".. NOW AVAILABLE ~
~ \ FOR REVOLVERS! I
... C'l

~ SUPERIOR CONTROL ~

!Z DOESN'T HAVE TO BE UGLY. il8 Now you can have beautiful control in Cocobolo. Zebrawood. Rosewood. or other unusual exotic ~
I woods. like the exhibition grade Bocote illustrated above. Quality engineered. finely tinished. your I

... new Bullshooters' Fingergroove Grips win give you positive. beautiful control. Hi-Power C'l

~ RI'.I Pnce. Coli Oetonics S&W 39 & S9 ~

~ Walnut., , . , . . . . . . . $24.9S $24.9S $33.00 ~....
o Standard Grade Exotics $39.9S $3S.00 $4S.00
J Exhibition Grade Exotics . . $8S.00 S8S.00 $8S.00 h
~ For lIore informalion and complete list of exolic woods. send S1.00. ~

!Z Dealers write for discount information on all Bullshooters' products. il
o 0

o =-'1 BULLSHOOTERS' SUPPLY !.'-~I
~ I Dept. AH/1241 East Prince Road/P.O. Box 13446 '2
l= --! Tucson, Arizona 85732/602-298-6924 ~
8 Bullshooters' Supply is adivision of the B.E.W.B, Corp. ~
I Copyright, 1981, BEWB CORP. I
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HANDGUN
MARKET

Classified ads 50¢ per word per insertion, (35¢ per word-per insertion for 3 or more) including
name and address. Minimum charge $7.00 per ad. Copy must be submitted with payment in
advance. NO AGENCY DISCOUNTS. All ads must be received with advance payment by not
later than the 14th of the fourth month preceding date of issue. Example: Closing for Jul/Aug
issue (on sale May 1) is March 14th. Ads received after closing date will appear in the follow
ing issue. Please type or print clearly. No proofs furnished. Include name, address, post
office, zip code, city and state as counted words. Abbreviations count as one word each. Mail
to AMERICAN HANDGUNNER Magazine, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA
92108.

ACCESSORIES

COATED CLEANING RODS. All sizes, all Cal. 50¢ for list
of precision shooting acces. J. Dewey Mfg. 186AH Skyview,
Southbury, CT 06488 .

GUN ENGRAVING on your firearms, Customized Artwork
-monogram, ornamentation, hunting scene-whatever you
wish. No case hardened, Knife himdles-no blades. Hand
Tubbed ~alnut plaques for all your awards pres~ntations.
Jewelry, Trophy and Gun work. Sundance Engraving, PO
Box 912, Reading, PA.19603

SHOESTRING HOLSTERS for automatic pistols. Specify
1", Ph" or 2" belt. $2.00. Bore cleaner 2 oz. $0.90. Gun maga
zines, catalog $2.00. Earplugs, 2 pair $2.25. AR!VISCO, Box
384, Canton, CT 06019. .'

BUILD YOUR OWN bulletproof vest. Inexpensi.ve. Details
$5. Plans, Box 873(H), Pearl City, Hawaii 96782.

RELOADING BENCH. Build your own in less than one day.
Convenient working area and stQrage space. Complete draw
ings, maooriallist, and instructions. Send '$3.00 to: KLM De
sign, 47 Old Stage Road, Chelmsford, MA 01824.

IVORY GRIPS-All Makes-Hand Carving. Free Colt
Medallions-Stamped addressed envelope for list. Gunart,
Box 22, Lakewood, NJ 08701.

. GENUINE ELEPHANT IVORY GRIPS for Colt 45 auto
matics $110 per pair, satisfaction guaranteed. Send check to:
Ivorygrips, Bon 830AH, West Dover, Vermont 05356-0830.
Void where prohibited.

HAND GUN Caddys-All nylol> molded, mounts 'under
tables, desks, dressers, bed boards, on metal, etc. Hardware
included, $10. postage paid. Check or Money Order. Specify
Cal.: B.G.&R. Inc., PO. Box 141021, Coral Gables, FL 33114.

COONAN MAGNUM AUTOMATIC Cap and Emblem.
First quality, American made, no foam, built to last! Silver
Cap with 100% embroidered 2"x4" Emblem (Silver with
Green Trim). Limited first· production run. CAP-$7.95.
Order two for $15.00 and receive an extra Emblem,
EMBLEMS-$2.oo, or only $1.50 each for two or more. Add
$1.00 shipping for Cap orders, 50¢ for Emblems. N.Y.
residents add 7% sales tax. Contact your area COONAN
ARMS DISTRIBUTOR or, ELMIRA ARMS COMPANY,
DEPT. H, 205 S. WALNUT STREET, ELMIRE, N.Y. 14904,
Phone orders 607-734-8168.

.45 Auto Magazines, Stainless steel, regularly $10.95 sale
$6.95, 3 for $18.00. Blue steel .45 mag, Regularly $8.95 sale
$4.75. -.45 combat model; extended bottom for positive insert,
lock and quicker release regularly $12.95 sale $7.50. Add $2.00
Shipping/handling. Send certified check or money order to:
R&S Enterprises, PO. Box 6117, Wilmington, DE 19804.

ORIENTAL JADE PISTOL GRIPS CUSTOM MADE
FOR ANY HANDGUN. $1500. For information Call Color
ado 595-0302 or 1-800-525-3050.

AMMUNITION

FAST DRAW SHOOTERS: Machined stainless steel car
tridge adaptors for wax slugs. Available in 45LC & 44cal. for
use with 209 primer & 22 blank. 38 spec. with 209 primer.
$18.00/6 Discounts available for large quantities. Blancett
Inc., PO. Box 972, Altus, OK 73521.

BOOKS

ART OF ENGRAVING by F. Brownell. The authoritive
book on Custom Engraving: How to engrave and how to
truly appreciate fine engraving. A true necessity for the gun
collector or enthuaiast. Main $24.95 plus $1.09 postage to:
GUNS BOOKS/Dept. CA, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite
200, San Diego, CA 92108."

STATE PISTOL LAWS, laOO8t pistol carrying, purchasing,
etc., regulstions for all statas and FEDERAL GUN LAWS.
Both booklets $4,00. POLICE EQUIPMENT CATALOG
$2.00 Schlesinger, Department E., PO. Box 882, New York,
NY 10150.

"SURVIVALIST" Book Catalog. loo's of titles covering
many subjects. Rush $1.00 Cash: I'll send free if you're broke,
BUT GET IT NOW. To: Ken Hale (205), McDonald, Ohio
4447-0395.
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Books On Survival, Alternative Economics, New Energy
Systems, Food Sources, Low Cost Housing, Inflation Proof
Investments, Self-D~fense,Dehydrated Foods, and other
Survival Products. Catalog only 25¢. Refunded upon first
order. M. Haley & Company, Dept. AH, Box 432, Charlotte,
MI48813.

UNUSUAL BOOKS. Silencers, lockpicking, survival, knife
fighting, undercover investigations, weapons, fake ID, crime,
police manuals, more! 500 titles in huge illustrated catalog.
$2.00 Loompanics, Box 1197-F, Port Townsend, WA 98368.

TRAVEL WITH A GUN? Know State and Federal
requirements for residents and non-residents transporting
handguns, rifles and shotguns by vehicle, interstate common
carrier or through the mail. "TRANSPORTING PER
SONAL FIREARMS." Send $4.95 (PPD) to Sparrow Pub
lishing House, Dept. AH, P.O. Box 121, Boulder City, NV
89005. .

DEATH IN THE SILENT PLACES by Peter Hathaway
Capstick. Your chance to explore the vanishing world of the
big game hunter. The realities of hunting elephants, jaguars,
leopards and other big game. For your copy, send $13.95 plus
$1.50 postage to: GUNS BOOKS/Dept. CA, 591 Camino de la
Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108."

MODERN HANDLOADING by Maj. George Nonte, Jr. For
the serious beginner or advanced. expert. Up-to-date refer
ence provides more authoritative information and specific
loads than any other handloading book in print. Fully illus
trated with section on reloading tools. Lengthy reference and
appendix. Only $6.95 + $1.00 postage. HANDGUNNER
BOOKS/Dept. CA, 591 Camino Reina, San Diego, CA
92108"

IN THE GRAVEST EXTREME by Massad Ayoob. How
and when to use a gun, authoritively written by an active
duty policeman. For your copy, send $7.00, plus $.75 postage,
to: GUNS BOOKS/Dept. CA, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite
200, San Diego, CA 92108."

TRACKING by Jack Kearny. A blueprint for learning how
by an unchallenged authority and author of the U.S. Border
Patrol course. His skills have led to scores of people lost in the
wild and solved criminal cases. $8.95 + $.75 post. HAND
GUNNER BOOKS/Dept. CA, 591 Camino Reina, San
Diego, CA 92108"

NO SECOND PLACE WINNER by Bill Jordan. A fascinat
ing book about gun fighting and the equipment to use, from
loads to leather. $8.50 + $1 post. HANDGUNNER BOOKS/
Dept. CA, 591 Camino Reina, San Diego, CA 92108"

GUNS '82 ANNUAL AND SURVIVAL GUIDE. All new
collection of information for the gun buff. From do-it-your
self tips to black powder, there's great reading on all types of
firearms. Major section on Survival weapons, tactics and
gear. $3.95 includes postage. HANDGUNNER BOOKS/
Dept. CA, 591 Camino Reina, San Diego, CA 92108."

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER '83 ANNUAL. Pre-publica
tion issue includes a catalog of handguns and accessories.
Each major handgun shooting sport is covered plus a run
down of ammo and ballistics information. Some outstanding
examples of leading custom pistolsmiths. $4.95 includes post.
HANDGUNNER BOOKS/Dept. CA, 591 Camino Reina,
San Diego, CA 92108."

Shooting Handguns Safely and Accurately. Excellent 28
page manual. Proven techniques. Instructive photographs.
$2.50, Seitzer Publications, Dept. AH, Box 4414, Albany, GA
31706.

PERSONAL DEFENSE by Collins & McLoughlin. A guide
to personal safety with common sense do's & don'ts, defense
against firearms, edged weapons, etc., what to do after it's
over and more. $9.95 + $1.oo·post. GUNS BOOKS/Dept. CA,
591 Camino de la Reina, San Diego, CA 92108.···

"America's FIRST First World War·: The French and Indian
War:' by Tim Todish, Limited, numbered edition, 125 pages,
hardbound. 35 illustrations, including unpublished art by
Gary Zaboly. Special emphasis on Rogers' Rangers. $7.95
plus $1.00 postage. Suagothel Productions, Dept. AHG, Box
2083, Grand Rapids, MI 49501.

FEDERAL GUN LAWS-Covers machineguns, silencers,
rules and regulations pertaining to all aspects of dealing in
firearms and ammo-20 pages $3.95. CONCEALED
WEAPONS PERMIT BOOKLET, How to receive one
...... $2.50. YOUR OWN STATE GUN LAWS, Know the
regulations and laws in your state $1.75. STATE GUN
LAWS for all FIFTY STATES, A very detailed booklet
...... $4.95. S.G.S.E., PO. Box 780-AH, Mocksville, NC
27028.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

"LEARN GUNSMITHING." Yavapai College is a fully ac
credited community college with V.A. approval. Excellent fa
cilities, experienced instructors, great mountain climate
makes this the place to learn gunsmithing. Write to Yavapai
College, Attn: GUNSMITHING INSTRUCTOR, 1100 E.
Sheldon, Prescott, AZ 86301, 602-445-7300.

MAKE MONEY AS PART-TIME GUN DEALER ... How
to receive your Federal Firearms License ... $2.00 75-Top
Gun Wholesaler's Directory. $2.00. Your State Pistol Laws
... $2.00. How to receive a Concealed Weapon Permit. $2.00.
All four Publications $5.00 ppd. Moneyback Guarantee.
KEVCO HA, Box 1630, Bakersfield, CA 93302.

BE A GUN DEALER, Official Federal Firearms License Kit,
Application Forms, Instructions, Wholesale Sources of Fire·
arms, Ammo & Accessories. The Most Complete kit
Available. You can Start Selling Guns & Ammo for Full or
Part-time Income Today. Send $4.95 to S.G.S.E., PO. Box
780-AH, Mocksville, NC 27028.

PRIVATE SECURITY: Prestigious recession-proof busi
ness, not a get-rich-scheme. Services needed everywhere;
cities, small towns, boondocks. Start, operate your own low
capital guards/patrolmen agency with our complete step-by·
step manual. $5.95. Se~uriTech, Dept. H, Box C, Vashon,
Washington 98070.

WILDLIFE Hat Tacs, over 400 available. Realistic Money
Maker, wholesale only, $3. for two samples and price list;
CIC, Box 1006, Decatur, IL 62525.

BE A LICENSER FIREARMS DEALER. We send Federal
Application forms, complete instructions, wholesale sources,
800 numhers. We mail same day your order received. Send
$5.00. Interstate Entarprises, DeptAH, Box 19466, Houston,
Texas 77224.

COLLECTORS

100 COLLECTOR'S Stamps only $2. with approvals! Send
$2. to Piedmont Stamps, PO. Box 346, Piedmont, SO 57769.

ATTENTION COLLECTORS-RARE FIND: Brand new
Prolite Pro-2 flashlights made of MODEL IO-B HighStan
dard Police Shotgun, each senal numbered in manufacturer's
box, $49.95, free shipping; No COOs, only bank checks ac
cepted. Large supply, 20% discount on five or more dealers;
K&M Enterprises, 2920 S.E. Ocean Blvd., Bldg 4-5, Stuart,
FL 38494. (305) 283-8049.

EMBLEMS & INSIGNIA

FREE CATALOG! Embroidered Emblems, Minimum order
5, Send Sketch. STARDRIAH, 3760 Inverrary Drive,
Lauderhill, FL 33319.

TOP QUALITY ALL-FABRIC PATCHES FOR YOUR
JACKET OR CAP! Guns Team Member Patch: $3.50,
American Handgunner 1st Patch: $3.50, 25th Anniversary
Guns Collectors Patch, $5.00. Special-all 3 patches only
$11.00 postpaid. GUNS Patches, Dept. Hp, 591 Camino de la
Reina, Suite 200, S~n Diego, CA 92108."

OFFICIAL SHOOTERS CLUB OF AMERICA all-fabric
patch and decal-$3.00 postpaid! GUNS Patches, Dept. APS,
291 Camino de la Reina, # 200, San Diego, CA 92108."

"Gun Control Stinks". Bumper Sticker. $2.00. PW.; Dept.
AH, Rt. 2, Box 125-A, Prudenville, MI 48651.

CUSTOM EMBROIDED EMBLEMS-Shoulder patches,
caps etc. Highest quality-Lowest prices NO minimum.
MONEY Back Guarantee. Send Sketch to: STADRIAH,61
Jane Street, New York, NY 10014.

FIREWORKS

List of Chinese and Domestic Fireworks sources, supplies,
plus formulas, instructions and sample safety fuse. Send
$5.00. DALTON, Box 2162, Williamsport, PA 17703.

FIREWORKS-Fun, safe, patriotic, top quality, lowest
prices; illustrated catalogue 50¢; Pyro-Sonic Devices, Box
711-G5, Grand Haven, MI 49417.

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER . /l4AY / JUNE 1983



FIREWORKS Supplies, DISCOUNT LOW! LOW! prices.
Tubes, plugs, shells, mortars, tooling, much more. SAMPLE
KIT $3.98 or SASE for price list. NORMICO INDUS
TRIES, 1025 Jefferson Street, Suite 100, Santa Clara, CA
95050.

FOR SALE

COLT .45 AUTO PISTOL. COMPLETE MANUAL. More
than 100 pages, 80 photos and illustrations. Details on dis
assembly, repair, construction, and marksmanship. $6.50 Cat
alog $2.00. MONEY ORDER or CREDIT CARD ONLY.
SURVIVAL BOOKS, lllOO Magnolia Blvd., North Hol
lywood, CA 91601. (213) 763-0804.

CROSSBOWS-For hunting, target competition or just plain
fun. Cat. send $2.00, RW Dist., P.O. Box 1817, Des Plaines, IL
60018.

Solid Bronze Confederate Belt Buckles: "Great seal of the
Confederacy," "Stonewall" Jackson, or General Lee. Also
Solid Bronze paperweights. Great Seal, Forrest, "Stonewall;'
Lee or "Jeb" Stuart. Buckles or paperweilthts-$l1.45 each
Postpaid. Three or more $9.95 each Postpaid. Jane
Baxendale, Sculptor, 4114HG Sneed, Nashville, TN 37215.
615/297-1975.

CARTRIDGE COLLECTION. For information write: Earl
Julson, Box 428, Estes Park, CO 80517.

GUN PARTS

MAKE YOUR OWN HI VELOCITY lead alloy CAST BUL
LETS, the only practical way; with 2 copper 30 cal rotating
bands you make yourself. Jacketed celocities. superior ac
curacy, at II cost. Send SASE &25¢ for literature and sample
band from a Barnes Die. Barnes Driving Bands Die Co., P.O.
Box 3343, Escondido, CA 92025-0590.

GUNS FOR SALE

Wholesale price on every new gun in America. Complete or
dering instructions. Thousands of gun prices. Hundreds of
sources, local contacts, phone numbers. One great reference.
Send $4.95 for latest issue. The Straight Shootin' Gazette,
3317 Montrose 1191D, Houston, TX 77006.

We will sell ANY gun at 10% above wholesale cost. We also
pay cash for used guns. For quotes, call (eveningstweekends)
or write: BULLSEYE ARMS, 701 N. 20th Street, Banning,
CA 92?20 (619) 849-3235.

COLLECTORS ITEM one pre-war P.A.F. 6.35MM. "Junior"
Make in South Africa. What offers? Write to: Mr. M.
Borstlap, P.O. Box 5740, Durban, 4000, South Africa.

GUNSMITHING

PISTOLEROS, I will hand fit and polish all action parts for
the lightest and smoothest Double action trigger pull possi
ble. Guaranteed Work. All Smith & Wesson, Ruger Double
action revolvers. Send SASE for shipping info. and prices to:
GUNS, 7411 Ryan Rd., Medina, OH 44256.

INSTRUCTION

FUNDAMENTALS OF COMBAT PISTOLCRAFT. N.P.I.
is now accepting applications for the instruction of qualified
students in the basic practical skills of modern defensive
pistolcraft. For information and applications, send $1.00 to:
Northeast Pistol Institute, Dept. 714C, PO Box 453, Union,
NJ 07083.

UNDERGROUND STORAGE of guns, valuables, etc. Prac
tical, illustrated instructions to do the job safely. $3.95 and
SASE. United Distributors, Dept. HG, P.O. Box 1313, Santa
Cruz, CA 95061.

BUY FIREARMS, AMMO WHOLESALE!! Federal
License Application Kit, wholesaler list, forms instructions,
$5.00, PFRB/8, P.O. Box 2800, Santa Fe, NM 87051.

BUY FIREARMS, AMMO WHOLESALE! Federal
Firearms License Application Kit (forms, suppliers, instruc
tions), $5. Operating A Profitable Business (full time, part
time), $7.50. Both, $10.00. PFRB/8, Box 2800, Santa Fe, NM
87501.

KNIVES & SWORDS

SURVIVAL KNIVES!! Extravagant selection, superlative
quality, premium grade, factory production, swordcanes,
push daggers, commandos, hollow-handles, hideouts,
throwers, razors, icepicks, whetstones, and more. 100% Satis
faction-Guaranteed, sliding scale Quantity DISCOUNTS
to 35%, expeditious AIRMAILED shipments, FREE
Itemized invoices, plus FREE "Surprise" GIFTS!
Photographic (40+ page) Discount/Reference/Catalogue,
$2.00 (Airmailed!). SELECTLINE, (established 1977), Box
391AHGX, P.C., Hawau 96782-0391.

GERBER LEGENDARY BLADES, Canadians send $2.00
for catalog to Porter Enterprises, Dept. AHG#I, Oxford Jet.
N.S. BoM lRO.
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MILITARIA

WANTED: GIANT BINOCULARS WWII, IOx8O, 25xlOO,
25xl50, also handheld Binoculars; Write: Binoculars, Box
541-H, Scranton, PA 18501.

MILITARY SURPLUS

JEEPS, CARS, pickupa from $35. Available at local govern
ment Auctions. For Directory Call 805-687-6000. Extension
921, call refundable.

MISCELLANEOUS

SHORT·RUN CUSTOM BELT BUCKLES WITH YOUR
LOGO MY SPECIALITY. SOLID SANDCAST SILICON
BRONZE ALL HAND FINISHED. BUCKLES BY MIKE,
1225 MANZANITA, DEPT. AH, LOS ANGELES, CA 90029.

UPDATED CATALOG FROM PALADIN PRESS. Wide
selection of books on weaponry, self-defense, sniping, silen
cers, survival, and creative revenge. Send $1.00 to Paladin
Press, PO Box 1307-AHC, Boulder, CO 80306.

NINJA EQUIPMENT CATALOG-Nightsuits, handclaws,
footapikes, calthrop6, blowguns, shuriken, reference materi
als for the "shadow warrior." Send $1.00 to Ninja, Box 282221
AHC, Atlanta, GA 30328.

ADVENTURERS-Procurement Index for security "con
sultants," agents, operatives, discerning individuals who take
life seriously. Offering: Specialized leathergear; miniaturized
electronics; disguised self-defense devices; countermeasure
specialties. Our illustrated catalog, $2.00 (refundable). ASp,
PO Box 185951AHC, Atlanta, GA 30326.

POLICE TRAINING. Special courses for POLICE ONLY,
provided byePOLICE MARKSMAN ASSOCIATION Ad
visor, Graham Knowles. Courses cover: DEFENSIVE TAC
TICS, SW.A.T., NIGHT TACTICS, COUNTER SNIPER,
SHOTGUN, PISTOL. Send $2.00 for 1982 course catalog to:
Suite 417, 207 East 85th St., New York, NY 10028.

FANTASTIC AQUARIUM Fish Mailed! Filters, Medicines,
Water, air pumps. 1,000 Items. All -~%. Extremely fast.
Catalog 5~ (refundable). (313) 627-2877. Aquadiscount,
33542 Mill, Ortonville, MI 48462.

FEDERAL FIREARMS license application kits! Official
Forms, Wholesale Sources, BATF "800's;' instructions. Only
$3.50. Graphics, Dept. A-H, 428 S. Main, Grapevine, TX
76051.

MILITARY & MARTIAL ARTS-I.D. Cards & Certificates.
Airborne, Special Forces, C.I.A., Police, etc. Brochure $1
Kenwood, Box 68, Dept. H, Long Green, MD 21092.

"WARNING ANYONE UNLAWFULLY ENTERING
THESE PREMI$ES WILL BE SHOT" Display this bold all
weather decal to show intruders and undesireables you mean
business! Order 4 for just $2.75 plus .25¢S&H. CJCJ Prod.,
P.O. Box 497, Sicklerville, NJ 08081.

PASSPORTS and Citizenships available. Application and
information $5. Fiirstentum Castellania, Box 40201, Pas
adena, CA 91104.

IMPROVE ANY ACTION on Colt or S&W yourself and get
a superior job-the first time. Detailed drawings show tricks
of the trade, for the novice or pro. Specify make and model.
Send $5.00 for instructions. The Gunroom, P.O. Box # 5,
Casselberry, Florida 32707.'

UNEXPECTED RELEASE Beer and Beef Chile with
mouthwatering variations plus special gift! Send $1.00 to: A.
Bellamy, Box. 549, Lancaster, CA 93534.

Protect leather boots against snow, water, with Snow-Proof.
No synthetic chemicals, silicones, "mink oil." Softens, recon
ditions. Find the little brown can in stores or send $1 for
sample: SNOW-PROOF, Dept. HC, Livonia, New York 14487.

LEE jeans, Factory outlet work clothes, shoes. Bargains on
new shirts (low as. $4.95), LEE jackets, boots, gloves,
coveralls. Send $1.00 for catalog. SARA GLOVE COMPANY,
16 Cherry Avenue, Dept. C-121, Waterbury, CT 06704.

MILITARY INSIGNIA SPORTSWEAR-catalogue as
advertised in (solider of fortune, gung-ho, leatherneck, new
breed, combat ilIustated, shotgun news) illustrating our
complete selection on (t-shirts, sweatc1othing, jackets)-we
also feature "knives for life" from cold steel inc., and
military/civilian achievement certificates-only $1.00
Military Graphics, Box 228HM, Dunkirk, MD 20754.

FREE! World's Leading Novelty Catalog. Things You Never
Knew Existed. 1600 Novelties, Jokes, Tricks, Science, Sports,
Hobbies. Johnson-Smith, C-8522, Mt. Clemens, Mich. 48043.,
WILD TURKEY HUNTERS! ULTIMATE BOOK! FREE
details. Dept. AHM, Box 451, Brooklyn, NY 11235. SASE.

BUMPERSTICKERS! "Poland Has Gun Control" $2.00,
any message of your choice $3.00 or 2 for $5.00. Ground Zero
Survival Supply Co., P.O. Box 335, Croton, OH 43013.

BURGLAR ALARM WARNING DECALS. Would you try
to break into a house or business with warning decals on the
windows and doors? Decals $5.00. Sent same day order
received. Available only from us. Interstate Enterprises,
Dept. AHD, Box 19468, Houston, TX 77224.

FAMOUS WEAPONS OF THE OLD WEST. Collector's
Print Series. Beautiful 8W'x11" full color prints of 8 of the
most famous weapons owned by some of the best known
outlaws and lawmen of the old west. Only $24.95 including
attractive portfolio or $4.95 for sample print (can apply
toward 1st order). Satisfaction guaranteed. Texas residents
please add 5% sales tax. Make check or MO payable to: Mega
Media, Dept. AH, 2104 E. Randol Mill Rd., Arlington, TX
78011. Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. Dealer inquiries welCtlme.

WARNING! This Property Protected With FIREARMS!
Impressive window decals, four for $5.00. SECURITY, 6305
Westward Suite 128-B, Houston, TX 77081.

Gun control is a battle. Let others know where you stand
with these bumper stickers: "I'll control my own guns
Thank You" or "Gun control will not stop crime." $2.25 each
to: JRW Enterprises, Box 4055, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida
33338.

COLT SINGLE ACTION, Pre-War parts & repair Services.
Hammers & Triggers rebuilt. Blk. Powder replacement parts
available. Parts correctly fitted. Send STAMP for free list.
John Kopec, P.O. Box 157, Whitmore, CA 96096.

ATTENTION GUN DEALERS & SURVIVAL STORE
OWNERS-Sell SOLDIER OF FORTUNE & SURVIVE.
Inquire about our quantity discounts on these two adventure
magazines. Write to: Dealer Program, P.O. Box 693, Boulder,
CO 80306. Or call 1-800-525-0504.

ELECTRIC Igniters, perfect for Electric Detonation of
.Cannons, Pi~ Bombs, Time Bombs, etc. Requires only 6
volts for igmtion. $1.00 each or $10.00 a dozen ppd. Camp-

. bell's, 3526 Cabalier, Garland, TX 75042.

WHOLESALE PRICE list of gun parts and accessories.
Send $2.00 to: Texas Armament, P.O. Box 220, Brownwood,
TX 76801.

SURVIVAL

SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candles, Bombs, Gre
nades)-An essential part of the survivalist's inventory.
Excellent for smoke screens, dispersing crowds, signaling, fire
drills, etc. Large generating capacities and extremely dense
smoke. All fresh and fully guaranteed. We pay shipping
charges in U.S.A. Send $2.00 (refundable with order), for
catalogue of these and other important products. Signus, Box
33712-E, Phoenix, AZ 85067.

WANT TO PURCHASE

WANTED: Old Toy Trains and Buddy L. Top Values paid.
Thomas Sefton, P.O. Box 1871, San Diego, CA 92112.

NEW CLASSIFIED AD RATES
Handgun Market c1assifieds-the

effective, low-cost way to reach more
than 150,000 interested collectors, club
members, law enforcement personnel,
competitive shooters, craftsmen, and
shooting sports enthusiasts-announces
a new classified ad rate beginning with
the july-August 1983 issue of the
American Handgunner.

A one-time insertion rate will cost
50 cents a word. A special three-time
insertion rate will still cost only 35 cents
a word per insertion. All ads must be
prepaid. No agency discounts allowed.

Check out the Handgun Market clas
sifieds in this issue, and join the many
other advertisers who are increasing
their business in this growing classified
marketplace.

SUPPORT
THE

ADVERTISERS
IN THESE

PAGES!
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INFO 'QUICKIE'
Although the handloading of ammu

nition is enjoying a tremendous growth
today, it is hardly a new innovation. It
actually had its beginning more than
700 years ago with the introduction of
gunpowder and the first firearms, when
the "cartridge" was assembled by the
shooter in the chamber of muzzle
loading guns.

Later, when the first self-contained
metallic cartridges were introduced, re
loading was impossible. Their primers
usually were contained within the car
tridge and, once fired, could not be
removed and replaced.

Reloadable cases were not generally
available until after the C)vil War;
shooters of the 1870s took to handload
ing in great numbers.

25th AN.NIVERSARY GUNS.
COLLECTORS PATCH

Top quality, all fabric patch for your
hat or jacket $5.00 while supplie.s last.
Write, to GUNS PATCH, ,. .-

P.O. Box 85201, .
San Diego, CA 92116.

DON JUDD 45 ACCURACY JOBS
DONALD OK. JUDD, INC:

TARGETICOMBAT PI~TOlSMITHING THE 45 ACP

GUARANTEED ACCURACY AND PERFORMANCE
COLT, •. S&W ..• RUGER

LONG SASE FOR DESCRIPTIVE PRICE LIST
P.o. BOX 50366 915·694·1766
MIDLAND, TEXAS 79710 NRA LIFE MEMBER

Sm Auto or Revolver
32·380 Autos
4" Revo!ver
45 Aula, elc.
6'/2" Bbl Revolvers

6. 8'/2" Bbl Revolvers
Briefcase Style (7 V, x 14") with extra com
partments in 5 color camoflage or black 10.95
Deluxe model in leather '19.95

P1ease'include $1.15 minimum postage per order

T. F. Inc.
11935 Woodside Avenue P.O. Box 326-H
lakeside, CA 92040 714·561·5800

BETTER SHOOTING·iI......~
with this improved
cast Aluminum Grip
ADAPTOR. For Colt.
S & Wand Ruger D.A.
Revolvers. DURABLE. PRAC
TICAL-EASY TO INSTALL.
THREE ATTRACTIVE FINISH COLORS.
POLISHED or BLACK $6.00; GOLD $6.50

TYLER'S TRIGGER SHOE
Durable light weight cast aluminum for Colt, S & W
ond muny othl:r modern pistols, rifles and shotguns.
POLISHED or BLACK $4.50; GOLD FINISH $5.00
AT YOUR FAVORITE DEALER OR ORDER DIRECT. Send
make & model of gun. No CO.D.'s please. Add $t;oo
for Shipping Charges. Fully Guaranteed. Genuine
Stag-Wood & Synthetic Gun Grips. lee loaders
Bullet Molds - Gun Accessories. Buck Knives - Hand- .
made Holsters & Belts. leather & Clarino." .

Newl IVORE»Gun Grips
MELVIN TYLER MFG. AND DIST.

1326 W. Britton Rd•• Oklahoma City. Oklo. 73114
Call toll free Boo-654·8415 Outside Oklahoma
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SERVICE PISTOL
Continuedfrom page 58

the Beretta M92SB and the S&W M459.
Two new companies decided to compete.
Heckler & Koch entered a modified
version of its P7 with a 13-round magazine
and an improved magazine release. SIG
Sauer entered the P226, a slightly
modified version of a design familiar to
U.S. shooters as the BDA.

Significantly, several of the original con
tenders dropped out. Colt, Browning, and
Star were either unable to modify their de
signs and deliver 30 pistols in time for the
tests, or were unwilling to quote a firm
price for the production of 220,000 pistols.

NEWS BLACKOUT
The four contenders delivered their test

pistols, and the Army proceeded to run the
tests. Although the program is not "classi
fied" in the security sense, an effective
news blackout was imposed.

Finally, in February 1982, the Army is
sued the following terse announcement:
"The Army, in its role as Defense Depart
ment executive agent for 9mm handgun
procurement, has cancelled the procure
ment. It was not possible to make an award
because the submitted weapon samples
substantially failed to meet the essential
requirements contained in the procure
ment ~olicitation.The Department of
Defense intends to reexamine its require
ments for a new handgun:'

At this point, all hell broke loose!
Military and Congressional XM9 support
ers went on the attack, describing the
Army tests as "rigged" and a "fiasco."
They were particularly enraged about that
last sentence. "Reexamine requirements
for a new handgun" is widely thought to
mean dropping the XM9 and procuring
new Colt Government models in 9mm or
.45 ACP caliber. This view was reinforced
when Colt Industries submitted an un
solicited proposal to convert the existing
inventory of MI911-AI .45s to 9mm and
produce new versions at a price which re
portedly undercuts those quoted by the
XM9 contenders..

Colt's decision to propose a conversion
program was determined by the lack of
time to correct problems encountered with
its,9mm SSP in the Air Force tests. The
conversion proposal put Colt back in the
competition with a chance to win and ob
tain large new production contracts for up-
dated M191ls. .

What caused the XM9 failures? Were
the tests unfair? Th~ 'washington press
corps demanded more information. The
Army finally st.!ited: "All candidates failed

to meet test criteria in three areas-reliable
operations in low temperature conditions,
reliable operations in sand, and reliable
operation in muddy conditions." No data
on the performance of individual weapons
was released. The Army justified its posi~

tion by contending that since a new
competition may be held, individual
weapon-failure data may be "competition
sensitive." The Army position was proba
bly also influenced by threats from the
contenders to protest the tests.

REPUTATIONS DAMAGED
The competing firms are furious.

Beretta, SIG-Sauer, and Smith & Wesson
feel that their commercial reputations may
have been damaged. Their test pistols were
essentially "off the shelf" specimens of
guns they produce for the world commer
cial market. To have the world told that
their guns were unreliable under military
service conditions, without specifying how
or to what extent, could result in major
losses in sales. One company is rumored
to be considering a law suit. The results
were so different from the Air Force tests
that they appear to have been "rigged."
Rumors that .45 Colts used as control guns
passed with flying colors adds fuel to
the fire.

Were the tests rigged to discredit the
XM9 and support procurement of new
Colt Government models? No one outside
the test group knows, but I think not. After
the MI6 rifle and M73 machine gun disas
ters, the Army is not about to bless a pistol
design it considers unreliable. Low tem
perature, mud, and sand are the worst con
ditions a military pistol must meet.
Rumors around the Pentagon are that the
Army test standard was 1,000 rounds with
out a failure under adverse conditions,
while 800 rounds was considered the abso
lute minimum. Reportedly, none of the
XM9 test pistols reached 600 rounds.

Where does the new pistol program now
stand? Politics is heavily involved. Air
Force supporters and Congressman
Addabbo are understandably livid. Con
gressman Addabbo has officially demand
ed a full written account of the Army tests,
and has ordered his staff to review the
records. If he does not receive answers
that satisfy him, Congressman Addabbo is
said to be threatening a Congressional
investigation.

On the other side, Senator Stevens of
Alaska and Representative White of Texas
are strong backers of retaining the CoIt .45,
or converting it to 9mm caliber. With high
current unemployment in New England,
"buy American and keep jobs here in the
United States" is a powerful political
argument. But can the existing Colts be
efficiently converted to 9mm or rebuilt for
additional service as .45s?

REBUILT PISTOLS
Rebuildjng and conversion may be

more difficult than it seems at first glance.

Continued on page 91

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER • MAY/JUNE 1983..



Arm yourself
.. .with a complete arsenal

of firearms information

591 Camino de la Reina-Dept. 119
San Diego, California 92108

To aim for the latest, most accurate informa
tion, you need GUNS MAGAZINE. It's the one
that the experts read-the winning
competitors, the collectors, the gunsmiths,
the real gun buffs. The very next issue may
include just the article that could save you
many times the cost of a subscription. Can
you afford to be without it?
GUNS MAGAZINE gives you the most com
plete coverage ever assembled. You'll never
miss with GUNS. DON'T SETTLE FOR LESS.
SUBSCRIBE NOW AND SAVE UP TO 53%. And what's more,
if you order now, you'll receive the GUNS MAGAZINE TEAM
MEMBER patch-a $3.50 value-FREEl

Use the adjoining postage paid order card or write to:

Be onTargetOne year $14.95 (you save $9.05)
Two years $24.85 (you save $23.15)
Three years $33.45 (you save $38.55)
Foreign subscribers add $6.00 per year:

Allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery

For express service call
TOLL FREE

800/824-7888
Operator 40

In California only call
800/852-7777, Operator 40
Charge your subscription to your
Visa!BAC or MasterCard

Send for your
personal

subscription
NOWl

FREE!
This all fabric GUNS TEAM MEMBER PATCH
(a $3.50 value) with each paid subscription.

THIS OFFER IS VALID for only 3 months from the cover date.



All M.O. Cert. check and COD orders processed within 5 business days. Send SASE for price sheet
OR 52.00 for 1983 Illustrated Brochure of Custom Combat Modifications and Accessories.

SUPPORT
THE

ADVERTISERS
IN THESE

PAGES!

QUICK QUIZ
ANSWERS

Continuedfrom poge 23
(I) False. They're not mean,t to be

reloaded.
(2) False. It's made in Spain.
(3) True.
(4) False. It was introduced in 1876.
(5) False. They're popUlarity remains

high.
(6) True.
(7) True.
(8) False. It was the Aimpoint pro

jected-light-dot sight.
(9) False. His theories are "on the

money" today.
(10) True.

WILSON COMBAT
No. 12 DWYER "Group
Gripper" '" Kit (govt.,
G.C.) 522.95. No. 12C
commander model
527.95.

to
~\i),'

V
WILSON COMBAT

NO.9 Commander Style
Hammer 4140 steel

$17.95

WILSON COMBAT
No. 2 SHOK·BUFF'"
Shock Absorber kit

(gov!. G.C. or comm.l
55.50

'Yr~
~~nl

FINE CUSTOM COMBAT HANDGUNS and
ACCESSORIES for the DISCRIMINATING

SHOOTER.
No. 2B SHOK·BUFF'" Replacement buffers

W'ok
g
i °J~lended combat'Sa'fety (blue ~;.50

stainless) , , .. , " , ,519.50
NO.7 Extended Combat Slide Release (blue
or stainless) , , , .521.50
No. 10 Heavy Duty Recoil spring (govt. or
comm.) , ..... , ... , ..... " ... , ... , .. .. 52.50
No, 11 Heavy Duty Recoil Spring Kit (qovt.
or comm.), 54.50
NO.5 Maqazine base pads , 51.50
No. 60 Devel 8 rd .45 magazine, blue
finish , , , 518.95
No. 13 Pachmayr GM·45C Combat
Grips , 517.50
NO. 14 Pachmayr Mainspring Housing (B or
Cl , 510.50
No. 23 Break·Free CLP (90 Gm.l S3.45
No. 16 Rogers E·Z Loader Magazine
Well , 59.95
No. 15 Rogers PPS Combat Grips
(black) 514.95
No. 51 Rogers, Plaxco Model World Speed
Shoot Holster, pi .. br.. leather (govt. or
longslidel $44.95
NO. 22 Bbl. Bushing Wrench , S3.oo
No. 31 Extended Magazine Release 521.95
NO. 21 Combat Blue Magazine with base
pad 511.95
No. 50 YOU CAN'T MISS, book by John
Shaw " .. , .. ,......... S8.95
No. 44 Hallock's .45 Auto tiandbook .. 511.95

Add 52.50 postage and handling per order. COD's welcome. NO Credit Card orders please. Ark.
residents add 3 percent sales tax. Dealers Inquire.

No. 34 Extended Com·
bat Elector, precision
machined from 4140
stock & heat treated
R / C 38·42. 100 per·
cent positive ejector.
$19.95 •

WILSON COMBAT
No 3 High Visibility
Combat Sights 525.00.
No. 3D with 3 dot

~~h~n~ i~n~Tlmwrt1~~j
wks. for a 520.00 labor
charge.

WILSON COMBAT
No. 1 Competition
Match Trigger (long·
adjustable)

515.95

---Ii

WILS0N'S GUN SHOP Route 3 Box 211 01. Berry,ille Ark 72616
Phone 5015453618
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And our handgun scope mounts for
Ruger and Smith &

Wesson revolvers are
now available in new
silver finish for bright

metal guns.
For target shooters,

Leupold's new f-stop
adapters increase the depth of

field, which also tends to
sharpen the image.
Ask your dealer to see the

full line of Leupold scopes. For a
catalog, write Leupold & Stevens,

Inc., P.O. Box 688, Beaverton,
Oregon 97075 U.S.A.

portant people mighty unhappy.
Still, something must be done. The mili

tary handgun inventory is deteriorating
rapidly. The Air Force, the Marine Corps,
and the Coast Guard have urgent require
ments. A decision probably will be an
nounced in 1984. The odds favor resuming
the XM9 test program then. But don't
count the Colt out. The G,eneral Account
ing Office has endorsed the Colt conver
sion program, and the GAOs recommen
dation carries considerable weight with
Congress.

John Browning's masterpiece may
spend another 70 years in GI ~
holsters. ~

Silhouette shooters, take note of this new
target scope, a Vari-X
III 6.5x20 equipped
with target adjust
ments. Now you can
choose the magnifica
tion best suited to the
situation at hand and keep
the accuracy of a silhouette scope.
Also new are matte finish
models of Leupold Varl-X III
2.5x8, the Varl-X II 3x9 and the 4X.
Leupold's new 2-plece scope
mounts not only look better on
many bolt action rifles, but give
better access to the breech area.
Models are available for Remington
700, Winchester Model 70 and
Mauser type rifles or actions.

AND MORE NEW IDEAS FROM LEUPOLD

Tlles.e new POrro prt;in
t1asseswere detllned
primarily for the needs
of the hunter, with
Individual-focus
eyeplec;es with click
diopter scales and
superb optics for

Perf01'11l4lW8 starts on the Inside

What happens next? The battle lines are
drawn with important military and politi
cal forces on each side. The XM9 program
for 1983 was stopped in October, when a
joint House-Senate Conference Commit
tee added a clause to the 1983 defense bud
get which prohibits the use of any funds

, "for the purchase of 9mm handguns for
the Armed Services, or to carry out any
activity concerned with the feasibility or
desirability of purchasing 9mm hand
guns." Note that nothing is said about re
building or conversions. A contract to
Colt, to rebuild existing ModeI1911-Als
may be issued. That decision would be
controversial, and would make some im-

SERVICE PISTOL
Contir/Uedfrom page 88

XM9 REQUIREMENTS
Essentially, they are Government Model

automatics chambered for the 9mm Luger
cartridge with the magazine capacity in
creased to nine rounds. They would cer
tainly be satisfactory military pistols, the
caliber question aside; but how do
they look when compared to the XM9
requirements?

Not too good. Specifically, they would
not be double-action, would not have a fir
ing pin safety, could not be cleared with
the safety on, and would have a magazine
capacity of nine, rather than 10, rounds.
Still, they would be reliable and effective
military pistols. After all, we have man
aged to do quite well in a number of wars
with single-action, single-row magazines,
and pistols that cannot be cleared with the
safety on.

The military inventory consists of pistols
manufactured from 1911 to 1945 and pro
duced by many different companies. Con
dition of the .45s ranges from nearly new
to pistols rebuilt four or five times, which
may have fired 10,000 to 20,000 rounds.

An experienced Army ordnance officer
described the 9mm conversions process
like this. All pistols in inventory would be
recalled in lots of several thousand. Each
pistol would be disassembled. The frames
would be subject to non-destructive testing
to detect cracks. All frames which passed
the test would then be refinished and fitted
with a new 9mm barrel, a new slide, new
barrel bushing, magazine, springs, ejector,
extractor, and slide stop. If ambidextrous
safeties are required, the safety would also
have to be replaced. The rebuilt pistol
would have an intended service life of
5,000 to 10,000 rounds.

Rebuilding the existing pistols in .45
ACP would be similar, except that some of
the minor parts would be reusable. New
barrels and slides would be required.

How many existing military .45 frames
would pass the test and be rebuilt? There is
no official estimate, but ARM Y Magazine
recently revealed that a small-scale inspec
tion at the Anniston Army Ornance Depot
found 40 percent of the frames inspected
to be cracked. If this sample reflects the
condition of the military pistols on hand,
only about 250,000 pistols could be rebuilt.

What would the rebuilt and new
production Colts be like? The .45s would
simply be slightly improved MI911-Als
with ambidextrous safeties and, perhaps,
improved sights.

The 9mm Colt would be similar to the
1970 Model MKIV 9mm that Colt has pro
duced since 1970. The Army might not buy
the collet barrel bushing, and would prob
ably add an ambidextrous safety.
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BILL BIDWELL
Continuedfrom page 80

HANDGUN NAMES OF YORE ADD TOUCH
OF NOSTALGIA, AND A SMILE OR TWO

testing, I asked Ronnie Tedder, a first-rate
IPSC competitor who had finished third in
the North Texas Section in 1980, to help
me out. Between us, we put more than 200
rounds through the Jawbone. We were
both impressed by its accuracy and work
manship. We did, however, experience a
few malfunctions with one batch of hand
loads; but it developed that these loads
had roll crimps. This, combined with a rel
atively tight chamber in the custom barrel
fitted to the Jawbone, caused the problem.
With factory loads and taper-crimped
hand loads, no malfunctions were experi
enced. If a person is going into a life or
death situation, handloads probably
would not be used; so, in view of the excel
lent performance of the Jawbone with fac
tory hardball, this should in no way be
taken as criticism of the gun, or Bidwell.

The Jawbone we tested would consis
tently shoot into two inches or less at 25

Continued on page 93
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By Len Davis

Brand names on handguns-like the
appellations on automobiles

have dwindled in numbers substan
tially over the past 50 years or so. '

The Ajax Army, Eclipse, True Blue,
Climax, Young America, Ladies Pet,
My Friend, Favorite, Thames, Pioneer,
Enterprise and New Liberty, for exam
ple, have gone the way of the Marmon,
Whippet, Reo, Hupmobile, Auburn,
Pierce Arrow, Cord and Essex-just to
name a few guns and automobiles that
have disappeared from the American
scene since the 1920s and 1930s.

Others were manufactured by the
Crescent Firearms Company-a sub
sidiary of the H. & D. Folsom Arms
Company-and the E.C. Meacham
Arms Company.

Sporting goods dealers, even hard
ware jobbers, demanded-and got
their own names (or the names of their
choice) on handguns of all kinds, most
of them made in New England.

With the rise of the mail-order busi
ness, brand names proliferated at a fan
tastic rate. Some were chosen to sound

like well-respected makes, with the
hopes they would be mistaken for the
better-grade guns. (Sam Holt, for ex
ample, might be taken for Sam Colt.)

Guns made by the Carolina Arms
Company and the Mississippi Valley
Arms Company, firms in the south, im
plied local production and that parts
would be easily obtained.

HARD TIMES
The great depression of the _early

1930s forced many of the lesser known,
but extensive, handgun makers out of
business. Others retrenched and dis
continued certain product lines.

Still around today-like the Buick
and Oldsmobile-are such fine
handgun manufacturers as Colt, Smith
& Wesson and Harrington &
Richardson.

But it's a far different ballgame to
day, for several reasons.

No longer do firearms manufacturers
attempt to dupe potential buyers of
their products by resorting to name
trickery, or capitalize on their corporate
titles.

Virtually all the guns mentioned
were inexpensive revolvers, ranging in
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r z...'<f,. Schulz Leather Co. Inc.
• 16247 Minnesota Ave.

(Iq", ~~' Paramount, CA 90723
/lanp.

caliber from .22 Short to .44 Webley.
Many were made for mail-order sales
by Sears, Roebuck & Company which,
at one time, owned the Meriden Fire
Arms Co. -

And mail-order sales of handguns
(except to dealers) are a thing of the
past-called 1968.

Production quality has risen to
heights believed virtually unattainable
50 years ago.

Makers jealously guard their
names-both corporate and model
from any form of misuse.

Accuracy and dependability have
achieved new levels of excellence, cou
pled with a variety of designs and cali
bers that would literally boggle the
mind of a handgun buyer during the
halcyon days when Franklin D.
Roosevelt was governor of New York.

Gun prices, too, have achieved new
levels-not necessarily of excellence
and undoubtedly will continue to
climb, along with just about everything
else.

But we do like those friendly
sounding names, such as Ladies Pet,
True Blue and Young America.

Friendlier than today's .....
Python or Diamondback-yes? ~

1983 HANDGUNNER ANNUAL
Now o. your .ewssta.'"

BILL BIDWELL
Continued from page 92

yards. This is excellent accuracy for a com-
bat handgun. .

One of the more noteworthy features of
the test gun was the tremendous job Bid
well did on checkering the front strap. He
actually removed the metal from around
the area to be checkered, resulting in a
raised, checkered panel which feels great
and looks terrific.

If you are interested in having Bidwell
work on your Colt, contact him at Jaw
bones, Ltd., 1555 Abilene Drive, Broom
field, Colorado 80020.

Why Jawbones? Perhaps Bidwell's
motto will explain that: "When you go
among the Philistines, ~

,. carry your Jawbone." ~

DIIIC.VEAIii
AILOADIIINJG

\,

FITS
Small revolv
ers (both left
and right) in
cluding the SW
Model 36-60.
Cold Detective i
Special. Cobra
and Agent, Char-
ter Arms Five shot
.38 and similar sizes.

OUR DEAL
IS TO

CONCEAL
Our Orthopedic elk
ankle carrier takes
the shape of your
gun. It has an easy
thumb- break snap.
Asnug adjustment
is made by secur-
ing the elastic
straps to the Vel
cro clousers. The
back has a non
slip suede sur
face that's foam
padded to insure
comfort.
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Attention!
{C:(()Mn~Ar

SJIH[(()(()rEI~§
Now you can purchase the

accessories you need in one
convenient place. We offer:

INDUSTRY INSIDER
JERRY RAKUSAN

FIREARMS INDUSTRY TRADE SHOW
FEATURED SEVERAL NEW HANDGUNS

94

Kings Extended Safties 18.50
Ambidextrous Safties-M-S Safari 34.50

Colt 47.95
Extended Slide Release 19.50
Wilson Shok-buff 5.50
Wilson-Dwyer Group Gripper Gov!. 22.95

Comm. 27.95
Wolff 18'/2lb. recoil spring 4.50
MK IV recoil spring 1.50
Extended Magazine Release 17.50
Micro a(ljustable sights 31.50
Wichita adjustable sights 49.95
King-Tappa~ fixed sights 29.00
MMC Bar lAOS:' fixed sights 26.00
Mellett fixed sights 26.00
Be<lvertail grip safties- M-S Safari 19.00

Colt 23.00
Long Match Triggers 10.40

3 lightening holes 15.95
Magazines- Colt, blue 17.50

Devel, 8 rds 17.95
Flat Mainspring housing- Colt, cked. 23.00

Colt. serrated 23.00
Pachmayr 9.95

Coil Barrell and Bushing sets 49.50
Colt Commander Hammers 16.50
Micro Bushing 9.50
Bianchi" Askins Avenger" 35.00
Bianchi "Chapman Hi-Ride" 40.95
Blocker "Security" (teflon lined) 35.95
Blocker "X-16" . 26.95
Rogers" Idaho Reloader" pouch 5.95
Rogers E-Z load 5.95
Bianchi "clip grip" 21.00
Blocker "double cl ip" 21.00
Rogers PPS Grips 15.25
Bianchi "Lightning" grips 21.00
Pachmayr "combat" grips 17.50
Deton ics Extended Recoi I

Spring Guide 28.00
IPSC Hat Pi ns 6.75

\Ve have considerable experience
in performing IPSC style modifica
tions. Inquire for details.

We are a Colt's Warranty Repair
Station' and carry a wide variety
of Colt Parts. 1~9.u,i;; for details.

We offer a complete money back
guarantee --

Forward Correct remittance in
cash, check or M.a. along

with 10% or $2.50 postage to:
FREE CATALOG UPON REQUEST!

SIB~((~i(()rISf
SUI»PLY

6225th
Belle Fourche, SO 57717

C.O.D. 's Welcome
or call your Visa and Mastercharge

orders to
(605) 892-2822

Gun dealers were treated to the largest
trade show of shooting supplies I

have ever seen. More than 700 exhibitors
were on hand at the SHOT show in Dallas
(Jan. 6-8) to show their wares.

In this review of the show, we'll try to
cover the highlights. If we missed some
thing, we'll cover it in a future issue. Provi
sions have been made to obtain samples of
many of the new guns and accessories so
look for our test reports. Let's cover the
new (or almost new) handguns. .

. Jim Mongello of Arminex Limited was
there with his Trifire .45 auto (Colt look
alike # 1), which features a firing pin lock
safety, a comfortable grip design and cali
ber interchangeability. There's a pocket
.45 also in the works.

Beretta-showing its complete line of
handguns-also had a brand new full line
of accessories, from holsters to custom
stocks and handgun jewelry.

Colt was showing its Combat .45 and of
fering a lO-yea~ free service agreement on
the Python; sorry, it's not retroactive.

Bill and Dan Coonan took a couple of us
out to the Target Master range in Dallas to
shoot his .357 Magnum auto (Colt look
alike #2). Jim Weller's report on the gun
in this issue is right-on.

We broke the Detonics story first, and
had a chance to take a close look at its
three new guns; a full-size .45 (Colt look
alike # 3) stopped a lot of IPSC fans, and a
big-bore, top-break revolver caught every
one's fancy, as did its double-action.pocket
9mm.

Charley Kelsey of Devel has a good line
of auto accessories including his eight-shot
.45 magazine. He showed us the third gen
eration Gammon; watch for an update in
the American Handgunner.

Dornaus &. Dixon had several versions
of the Bren Ten that are ready for the
market. The chopped version looks like a
winner.

NO HERITAGE ARMS
Remember the .454 Casull single

action? It's coming back-in a special
edition first-from Freedom Arms.

Remember, too, the ads in the American
Handgunner a few months ago for the
Heritage Arms single-action? They may be
collector's items; the company was a no
show, and as far as we know, there is no
Heritage Arms -and no guns.

A new outfit, L.A.R. Manufacturing Co.

out of Utah was showing its Ml911-type
(Colt look-alike #4) conversion units in
eight calibers. They also showed the
Grizzly, which it claims is the first semi
auto to fire the .45 Winchester Magnum
cartridge, with a conversion unit for the
9mm Win. Mag. All are based on the
Arnett patented system.

A new company, Lone Star Armaments
of Texas, is bringing back an old favorite,
the Browning Ml910 auto pistol'in .380
ACP caliber. In the works is another oldie,
a .22 RF Magnum that looks like the
Broomhandle Mauser; this one is still a far
piece down the road.

Arminex Trifire .45 auto
Magnum Research had the Eagle .357

Magnum auto, but at this writing, none for
the dealers, yet.

Michigan Armament-no longer in
Michigan, but in California-had its
custom .45s and the .380 and .25 stainless
autos on hand.

a.D.l., with its double-action auto using
the Seecamp system, has new manage
ment, and is reported to be shipping guns.

Personal Protection Systems (see the
Custom Gun of the Month in our Marchi
April issue) had the Scorpion and its
Manstopper specialty ammo.

Randall of Sun Valley, California was
showing not only its .45 auto (Colt look
alike # 5) in stainless, but its stainless
accessory magazines and canvas pistol and _
rifle rugs and cases.

Site Distributors had its new second gen
eration double-action Benelli auto pistol at
the show, along with its extensive line of
handgun stocks and holsters.

NEW SQUEEZE-COCKER
M-S Safari Arms was there with its

widely accepted parts for home-built guns,
plus the several special edition .45s it is

Continued on page 34
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Now from lateral.

Nyclad brand ammunition features lead bullets which
have a specially applied nylon c6ating, The coating
virtually eliminates bore leading and gun fouling
associated with lead bullets and reduces significantly'
the amount of lead particles in the airof firing ranges.
Airborne lead contamination in indoor ranges is
now recognized as a health hazard.

A distirict advantage of the Nyclad design is that
exceptional upset can be achieved in the hollow
point,softly jacketed ammunition. Nyclad also
provides functional
reliability in
automatic pistols.

Write today for
information on
Federal's Nyclad
line of handgun
ammunition.



Isn't it about time you discovered HKquality? You can learn more about
why discriminating sportsmen ahoose HK by sending $3.00 for our full
color 24 page catalog.
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