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WESTERN GUNLEATHER

‘When America was & younger country, the
tler craftsmen all made their gear
dependable. It had to wear well, to perform
in lonsly dangerous situations where there
was no chance of repair or replacement.
For many people, thess are somewhat
softer times, and some manufacturer’s
sesm to reflect the modern age.
Thej muk.u their holsters quick, fast and
t.h!bp But not Bianohl. At Bianchi, we
gunleather the Old Wost way — as if

the finest leathers; and the large amount of
hand labor that goes into each holster
raflects the pri feal in making our
products right, Sure, the bes
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Colt i i nd rightly so. The nickel and e d

lustrous. But that's not all. Each protects the gun's surface for years.

Colt grips, made of American walnut, are hand-matched, hand-fitted smd

not preased. Giving you finer
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United slllllﬂ

audd rofining thou mq'uulbu:l. Cuit I.cok Owners
Know \ruuhnm:.r.h L‘nanoI.l finishisan quality which i flaw]




THE AMERICAN

UNNER

November/December, 1978 Vol. 3 No.6-13

FEATURES
CHIVALRY T0 COMBAT, J. Scott 18
THOUGHTS ON HANDGLUN ACCURACY, Claud § Hamiton 20
COLORADD HANDGUN LAWS . GOOD OR BAD?, Hal Swigget! E
15 THIS THE FUTURE OF HANDGUNNING?, Mason Willams 2
™ SEARCH OF THE PRACTICAL HOLSTER. Rick Miler -
PISTOL PACKIN' PARTHER, Linda M. Kraly 3
THE 41 MAGNUM
TOP CHOICE . . ., Even P. Marshal 3
NOT QUE MasEac Ayoca a
.AlrluO Mason a
CUSTOM SHOP. Massad A; 46
NEW MODEL RUGER SUPER memmm i a8

DEPARTMENTS

GEORGE E. VON ROSEN
Publisher

U Bt 1 e S o s 8 At

JEROME RAKLSAS

Edacrial Demcier
INDUSTRY INSIDER, Massad Ayoct .. . 7
SILUETAS. Prosip Biiggs w0 il
ampewsmm.mm R PG Maragg
HANDLOADING, D Cotinrms e
mouaa.esmurmmmnumm 4.B.Weod ., R—T KV E. STEELE
WHATS Sy Auatyclg e
Hmoum MG, Gecrge Bredeen | 55
TAKING AM. Garon B, Stark 58 Y Ay
KEEP ON SHOOTING . & S
PISTOLSMITHING. Goorge C. Non 3

FEPMANDO M. WARTREZ

SCEME. Evan P, Marshall B B -
BRSO CICL Myt e DY Comen 80 4 Rera ot J00 S Dugn. G 0508 (1100
il T A VOMRACEEN
et o
= A . SUBAN JACKSOH
AT COART ADY MY, By Assorse, 8 Bt . Do, Cere. 00403 (7001 58 400 Advertising Producton
muwz-na:—w:-(pl—mﬂzwudnvﬂz FUCHARD AYER

e a1 2 s o 4 i e e TR g e
e
B e e o e e T .
-w-m---.r = o Dwrecior

©




T ride, shoot straight. and speak the truth—
This was the ancient Law of Youth.
Old times are past, old days are done;

But the Law runs true, O little son!2?
—Charles T. Davis

Q STURM. RUGER & Company. Ine.

Sumihperi, Connecilond 061840

Maunufartiirers of Firrarmis fir the esponsiile Spartsman



FOUNDATION, INC.
30016 5. RIVER ROAD & MT. CLEMENS, MICHIGAN 48045

GETTING TO KNOW YOUR O_A A OFFICERS

Urder e Chaimansho of Lamy Keily, the Foon
ation's memberhin has grown almosl S00%, In loss

Kty lends support 1o & number of major Sournaments.
Al I3 S ilien oo a o4 Cosadainlod
o ) on-going
Wpian ol the Fiears ARt Sq\lr pEirgptesk
mant for benchrest nfies

Prolusaionally, Koy 18 best knowen tor hig Sevaiopmant
of the Mag-No-Fon peocess whanatry EDM tex:

Umei} 0 A pewcies v paa i baris. The wmg
rectuces muzzio |8 and peeconved reccl sutstantisly, |
big boro handgers.

Lary Kaly's confributong 10 he Outstanding Amancan  LAH A Frasy Lamy Kk
Hancire o Foundaion cannct be overstaied. Ho
ypical of Ihose dedicated spormen who beleve in
i Tighs ol 2 Inw abiding cizan 10 own ant 10
handguns. and i wiling 10 give gonerushy of the.
sebots I protect hose righta.
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YES, | want 1o become & member of he Dulstand.
Ing American Handgunner Foundation
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Indus

Insider

By Massad F. Ayoob

w s sbow this time of peae,

this month's wotes off

-.lh [ I:nle background on how this
column works, and some of the flak ir has
peoduced

Rumoe-mongening is rife in any induy-
oy, There are always projocts char look

i the 18 the igrcind Co servce
At Smith & Wewan, what
statsed ot as 4 facelift va the Model 39
el 390 wurcdoaders has ruened quiealy inm
& redesiga project that may resils in &
wuper-gun thar will replace the 39 and 39
as we know them; though the project i in
i3 embeyoaic smges now and you woa't
e the “mesdel 47 for & few yean. if ever.
We can tell you with authoriry that che
pemccaypes. are e of sight, but » ket of
peutotypen et arbonm

ase some i the
ehink we are doing the g
service whes this column mentioas o
project fiur i advasce. They feel thas it
whets the pubilic's appetite dor a peoduct

dustry whe
dhis-

v do nor buy thar. Mosr firms
ca eep up with be peesensdemand or
i handgums, sa our sm ent of &
el ofche Fure doesst oat e ay
mongy cm ubs 10 prople who read
AMERICAN HANDGUNNER
choaie 1 wait & few yean for the im-
preed vy

A gueition we're eften wiked s,
Where do you gt yoer infoemanoat
We get it from people in the mansfucrar,
ing ad of the busica, e cccssisouly
fram sop-level favered dasiburans who
ate privy 10 "eyes oaly” iadormation by
vittue of theit matkerplace contribut
o sabes of the proeduer line. Our “insdery

¥

range from co. residents o
middle-management d varprie
i, e bt e the Bvnoll

what's happening at une place by shooting

the beeeae with dhe guys down ar che local

lJounge after the shift changes. | figure
wha 1 pick up there is wurth my bar cab.
Why alk 10 w1 whowt ir? Eape-

clalfy, why do chey oell w porentially
damaging wuff Eke how buily, and why,
this ce thae gunmaker they work for 5
eiting hoddy on qualiey? Becasae there
are a box o peogle who take pride in what
they do, and pet angey pensonlly whea
they fecl qualiry is slacking off. They
kenorw thae if futions conmmenn ges on the
company presbent's back, thar will do &
lor mare 10 clesn op the quality coaerol
sct chan syrhisg they can sy 10 their
union seward

Inevitably, s linle remor-moagering
B imto the column. We sake every
wffot 1o check out the facts before we

blish an hare=s

our yet. Same-
times, you get equally suthovitative
saurces telling you yei and so. When that
hagpen, we just print both sides, as we've
dotie i the paie

This briags s to an kcremting poiar
What can yom, the rrader, 4o when you
Fet o g s
the gun
that the peece was a wianer! Well, most of
ua just go hack o e duler H the deber
Bounces you back on the warraniy, you
e hﬂD! for good service. I ir dowwnt

caaght

it
comte, your bew bet i SCREAM? Nee |

a1 pourself, for *primal therspy,” but
scream 1o the company. Send 3 regisered
letter 40 the peesident of the firm, and &

wieiorus gun suagarines, for whatever good
that may do. [ you'se & cop, sead carbons
10 all he pdace maparines and newslemers
you subscribe to, and make sure that
those CC see lissed wt the botnam of the
original lester

How well do the pun compusics ke
care of you! Moat of them are peeny
#00d, scvually. Samirh & Weson's servic
which wied 10-be legendary, veffered for
while throsgh no fask of theie own;
fire wiped oot the bemer part of theie
ceneral sarvice fucliry in Sprasgfield, MA
Things are gening back in order nus,
thoagh.

The very bew i far s complaint re-
spoate seemi 10 be Dun Weusos Ama

ON TARGET

e Abiraas g putox

-.mmunm




and Heckler and Koch, Each firm has a
rigid policy thar any lercer of complaint
will be answered by a company officer
who will elephone the concerned buyer
of the product, even if the guy has (o stay
three hours late in the east coast office o
catch the disgruntled gun-owner at home
in California. These firms take grear pride
in their workmanship and rop man-
agement’s edict to company execurives is:
“If a customer has trouble with our prod-
uct, you WILL ger ir squared away with
extreme swiftness and make thar person
HAPPY."” Ruger also tends o he preoy
responsive in this respect. Nort all manu-
facrurers in any field go as far, and these
firms are to be commended for their con-
cern for the ultimate users of their prod-
ucCrs.

Anybody can ler a lemon slip through
the final inspecuon at the plant. This is
why auto-buyers test drive cars, and why
smart gun-buyers shoot hell out of their
new handguns before they carry them for
serious purposes. The measure of a maker
is not whether they let bad guns reach the
dealers’ showcases, but how many bad
guns get our and how good the company is
abour taking care of you when vou ger a
“factory second.”

Right now, dealers and distriburors tell
me, the workmanship situarion isn't as bad
as it has been in recent years. Curiously,
the best frequency of repair ratos are for
Iver Johnson and Harrington & Richard-
son revelvers; dealers and distnibutors ell
me that return by customers for defecis is
virtually non-existent with both products.
There are two schools of thought w ex-
plain this happy state of affairs, which do
not necessarily contradice each other,

One explanation is thar since 1.J. and
H&R build guns on designs thar are for
the mast part decades-old with rthe bugs
worked out — designs thar invalve beefy
parts with lots of tolerance berween the
bearing surfaces — there are no fine ad-
justments to go out of mne. There is
something to be said for this. You see
Hé&:RB's and 1.].'s that have been hard-used
for many vears by professional out-

doorsmen, thar sull perk reliably despite a
parina of rust on the outside.

The opposite argument is that these are
low-priced guns sold to “somenme”
shooters as opposed w sophistcared fire-
arms enthusiasts; and that the purchasers
of same don’t notice burrs in the action,
sriff and uneven trigger pulls, and other
shorrcomings thar, if seen on a Colr or
Smirh, would drive a gun buff o a state of
fury resembling a shark in feeding frenzy.

There's an element of rruth o both. 1f
the guns didn't go bang every rime, there
would be complaints, so you know they're
precty much in ume and well-tested be-
fore they leave the factory. Sull, the guy
who buys a $55 H&R instead of a $600
Hammerli isn't likely to notice roughness
in the action, and isn't much going to care
abour it if he does. He wants something
that goes bang and hits the tin can or the
trapped beaver or the nearby woodchuck
he’s holding hard on. If the gun does that,
he's happy. Frankly, so am 1. 1 own guns
by both makers, and have had pood luck
with contemporary production runs too.
Harringren & Richardsan and Iver
Johnson are making good, abusable guns
that work, guns thar you don't have m
take care of before you rake care of your-
self when you come in from a hard day in
the field. More power o 'em.

Bad news/good news: Julio Santiago,
maker of the Day-MNite Site (glow-in-the-
dark sights for handguns and shotguns) is
going public with his product. His long-
standing policy of police-only sales has
ended. On the one hand, I hate to see
anybody but cops having this deadly gun-
fighting edge, but on the other, I can see
Julia's point, He spent many years of his
life and every cent he had promating his
invention, and the majority of police just
said, “So whar?” Now the product is avail-
able to the public ar large, and really,
that's just as well . .. streer punks don't
read “Shotgun News” and won't have
these super sights put on therr carrying
irons, but yew, the law-abiding citizen,
now can do so. They cost $40 for a ser of

Jorduan Holster.

e Handstitched
Welt & Plug

¢ Custom Molded
¢ Catalog $1.00

DON HUME

LEATHER GOODS INC.

Mig. Under Exclusive Rights From Bill Jordan

JORDAN RIVER HOLSTER AND RIVER BELT This set is nod only
acoepled by Polica as reguiation esquipmend Dl s aleo popalar
with gpansman. Tha feabures inCorporaled in 1he Roser dssun
thy wensareer ikl they gun will b in (ke gl position and readily
avalable whan nedoad. This combinabion has been sed and
proven ioe many yoeors a% 1o s officiency and comion going
Throwugh undefbnush, Shooting In Combal, Silting in BN SUNGME=
hiler, nicdingg on hossoback, obo

Like &l our equipmend, this el i produced Dy expen
uridismen who ghm each lem thal porsonal 1ouch

RIVER HOLSTER — Consincted from heavy saddle leather
Mutsl in holgier aextonds into beh iopp Welt and plug am hand-
sidohed wilh waxed linen theead. Custom Molded, For
Donataler-Antion only. Adkd 5200 lor basred cnnir 47 X200
RIVER BELT — Fully lirsrd, niched o benss buckhs, widlh 21"
Give waisl sixg ams B20.00

Box 351 Dept. AH. Miami, OK. 74354

front and rears for an adjuscable sight re-
volver or an 5&W Model 39 or 59 aura,
and under $20 for shotguns. If you ever
go downstairs to confront 2 burglar in the
dark, this accessory may make the differ-
ence whether the bad guy walks out over
your body or whether you stand there
dictating a report to the detectives while
the ambulance artendants rake the
formerly-armed burglar our in a body-bag,
Law enforcement's loss may be your gain.
Julio's address is Nite-Site, Inc. PO Box
0, Resemont, Minnesora 55068,

In the unmirigared bad news depare-
ment, the manufacrurers of srainless-steel
frames for S&W model 39 and 59 au-
toloaders, has folded. It's a shame. They
made a fine product; S8W execunves and
engineers told me privately thar facrory
examination showed the frame o be ex-
cellent. The Illinois State Police
rangemasters, who are responsible for
1700 Model 395 on the sireet, told me
they were thoroughly impressed with the
frame, even though they couldn’t arder it
for adaption. When ISP rangemasters en-
dorse a Model 39-related product, that's
like Parnelli Jones' chief mechanic telling
you over a beer whar motor oil he per-
sonally likes: you berrer believe you're
gerring the straighe sruff.

GETTING A GRIP ON PLASTIC;
Rogers/Alpha, 10601 Theresa Dr.,
Jacksonville, Fla. 32216 is rnarl:eting a
pla.m:: cm:upusmnn revolver grip thar is a
spitting image of the 5up¢rh Hogue de-
sign, bur for a lor less. | just pur a ser on
my Power Custom PPC gun. The Hogue
grips | had on before are probably the
pinnacle of the handgun stockmaker's arr,
but oo nice w subject o the bump-
around rigors of heavy duty shooting and
carrying. The Rogers job feels about the
same, though it's a wmifle slicker and slip-
perier. | predice a great future for this gnp
on police duty guns: your hand just slides
naturally into a perfect double-action po-
sition when making a fast draw, and they
are cut our for speedloaders. The slick-
ness is acrually a good feature for flas-our
fast work with heavy loads; your hand can
make last-instant adjustments on the grip,
but the checkering still bites in and,
coupled with the finger-grooves and the
sharp outcropping over the hand web,
prevents your losing control during recoil
since the gun can't roll up in your hand
with even the hottest Magnum handloads.

- - -

Keep those letters coming, folks, and iof
you've got a lemon handgun and write to
the manufacturer in protest, put me down
(in care of this magazine) on your list of
peaple gerting carbon copies of the com-
plaint. Who knows, maybe by this time
nexr year we can have an ombudsman
thing going, where we at AMERICAN
HANDGUNMNER rake your complaint o
the gunmakers and find out whar they're
going o do
abour it.

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER -« NOVEMBER/DECEMEER 1578
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Siluetas

By Philip C. Briggs

Pistol Pickin’

S ilhouectes. Iron animals, torched from

thick plate. Balanced on small feee,
set out ar ridiculously long ranges. Small
targets for pistols — bhard to hir. Sdll,
knock enough of 'em down and you win.
Simple as chat. Maybe that’s why it’s so
popular.

You'd have to be sharing a cave with a
grizzly someplace io Idaho not to be
aware of the birth and explosive growth of
handgun metallic silhouette shooting.
From the first national championship
shoot in Tucson in 1975, the sport bas
been getriog extensive coverage in the
gun press. Bue, if you've been a big
reader, and haven’t attended or compeced
in a shoot, you've probably come to the
conclusion the game has already slipped
beyond che reach of che average shooter.
The articles dwell on the Star War-ish ua-
limited guns, the interbred muldplicity of
strange bottlenecked wildcat pistol car-
tridges. To all appearances, & game for a
select few, with money to burp.

Not so. In actual fact, production, or
conventional, pistol shooters make up
80-90 percent of the shooters in matches

conducted under the rules established by
the sport's first sanctioning body, the
International Handgun Metallic Silhou-
etre Association. Depending oa your lo-
cale, the percentage may well be higher.
So dust off thar maggie — there’s a place
for you in siluecas.

“Whoops — not so fast,” you say.
"Where — how — do I fit in?" Well, Jet’s
take a look ac the rules and see. Those of
you that aren't equipped yet — pay atten-
tion. By the time we're done you can dash
out and buy the piece thar will put you on
top of the heap (Oh — if only it were thar
easy!).

The ITHMSA rules, and those receatly
adopted by the NRA, are quite similar as
to cthe guns and shooting positions
allowed in competition. Classes are estab-
lished by sbooter proficiency, for combi-
nations of guns, and positions.

Production (convenronal in NRA ter-
minology) guns are basically that. From
the box, stock as a stove pistols — as built
by the manufaccurer — with no visible
modifications except handgun stocks.
Aad only ceadily avatlable accessory

BULLSEYE GUNSHOP
Featuring
Walker Customs

We Take Pride In Our Craftsmanship

REFINISHING
e BLUING

PISTOLS
e PPC

e PARKERIZING e SILHOUETTE
e NICKEL o COMBAT
e TEFLON e TUNING

e CONVERSIONS
Mastercharge 5269-3 Buford Hwy. SendFor
AmericanExpress Doraville, GA30340 Free
Visa (404)455-4543 Catalog

10
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stocks are allowed — without custom
couches. Obviously, these rules leave a big
loophole for manufacturers, and
Thompson/Center was the first to drive
through ic with their Super 14. Like a fox
in the heno house; this pistol wrecked
havoc in the production classes, and ic
wasa't long before shooters were scream-
iog to have one, or screaming because
they didn't. The obvious inequity was re-
moved this spring when both groups
amended their rules 1o limit barrel length
to 1034 inches. A weight limit of 4 pounds
was selected to preclude similar exotics —
within the lengch limic.

Two positions are allowed — scanding
and anything else. Koeeling, sitting, belly
down prone, laid back leaner, sideways —
anything. Freestyle, in a word. I bring po-
sition into gun selecdon for the obvious
reason that some pistols are shot more
accurately in some positions — a few dic-
tat¢ position. A point to coasider then in
deciding what class ro eater — or if you
favor 2 position/style — whar pistol
to buy.

Classes are established in production-
standiag, and production-freesryle. At
this tme a full range of proficiency classes
have been escablished in the rules for the
latter; standing is shot in open competi-
con, but that can be expected to change in
the furure.

Note this carefully. Classes are by mao-
ner of manufacrure, position, and profi-
ciency — aot gun type or catiber. No
break for 38's and 45’s, or revolvers and
autos. You with your Ruger, and chat guy
with his Auto-mag head to head. Begin to
see my poinc? In some classes your exist-
ing hardware won’t cut it — and if you're
trying to trophy in triple A freestyle,
you'q better be equipped.

So. Let’s look at the available pistols
and see where they would fit best. De-
pending on what you have hanging io the
closet you can figure out what co enter; if
you've yet to pop for a piece, you can
decide what class appeals 10 you and buy
the right hardware. (Everything has a
place — and everything in it.) There's
three rypes to coosider: revolver; semi-
auco; and single shot.

Just abourt everybody with a maggie has
it in a revolver. The conventional pistol
epitomized. Traditional. Being tradi-
tional, these are best shor standing up on
your hind legs (like a man). Shot freestyle,
the gas jec from the barrel-cylinder gap is
obnoxious, if not painful, in 20y position
burt prone. There's still a problem.

In freestyle classes, the pistol must be
kepc off the mac. If you've 2 Smith, with a
big set of Goncala Alves, you can't do chis
prone without secting the butt in the sup-
port hand — not unless your knuckles
drag on the ground when you walk aay-
way. So, this forces you to shoot from a
less than perfectly seable position — sure
it's better than holding it out in the air —
but not the best.

Single actions, with their diminutive

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 1978



ADD THESE SIX WORKHORSE CALIBERS TO THE

NEW CONTENDER

Supald

See What Handgun Hunting
is all about!

FITTED WITH A FOURTEEN

INCH BULL BARREL. BEAVERTAIL
FOREND. SPECIAL GRIPS. ADJUSTABLE
TARGET SIGHTS & AVAILABLE W THE
SIX SMASHING CALIBERS. PICTURED
BELOW IN ACTUAL SIZE. THIS NEW
(CONTENDER OFFERS MAXIMUM
DOWN RANGE ADVANTAGE.

i Both left and righi hasd models are swadstis. The befl hand mods!
s plctued in order 1o show the Bums rest.

Write ror our
NEW, FREE CATALOG

fead 1 sgeciics Ses how o

ietarchangeable on the ane bisic rame.

THOMPSON/CENTER
ARMS

Farmington Aoad, Depl TAH 11 .
ROCHESTER, NEW HAMPSHIAE 03067 =
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Since our beginning in 1948, Hornady has su) [
right bullets for your most exacting shooting requiremants.
Hornady continues its leadership in buliet innovation.
Wa wors first to & superior bullot for varmint huntars,
first to introduce & 17 calibor bullet, and first 1o manutacture
& bullet for the Bmm Reminglon Magnum.
Hornady wouldn't have it any other way.
o-mnu of cur famous Mormady

Dvaplay Boards. $45.00 at your deaisr's.

ornady Bullets

e Asi1% PO Box $B4B, Grand isfand, Nebraska 68501

eraditions] wock style, can be held (le-

| the beel af your hund agsisas the ground.
| Mo fun.
Besids

Im. R—qlllﬂ\ for the most
wren’ s weeded for, sy
—rnekllmﬂ Shnur ‘em sanding up.
-auros e be cosas-

e-l oa !M chumb of ooe hand — rhe

ror Mag.
M B drenph bt b s
shacti

in the seanding ces — poxl g evarmed
f

feocatyle.

Back 10 the big sssinlens selfloader.
The weuray pocential laberent ia this
pistol, and the reduced sming error of the
loag barreled veesioms, i wisted i the
class. Preestyle is the oaly way.

ckoaes
e e with his 10 inch 44 A
— hin persanal high of 33 it dasa
AAA seore to bess. (Voodon mapbe?)

I the ot sscomventional of the con-
weational pistols, you have the ubiquircss
TIC, the XP, the Merrdl. the Himbeye,

Bocatty m any botd Ebowerer
and, w some exmenn, the TIC, o doa't
hang right in the bassd while wanding. Be-
sides, the inhercor accumacy is wmeed.
Freewyle for sure.
Drgending spos your hand sise vis s
vit the swck sere, poull ha wame
problems shocting prone Tve slready
messianed. Twa basds on the stock fuse
't s wieady a3 coe wnder the loeears.
The NP frces you b shoot i leanct style

Band, un
body maked oae yet. 1 pou da iy 10 1hooe
the berak opes s e b —
wich ous for your legs,

small. Luid back with cse leg droowen up,
ued lakd flat on the ground i powible.
Woek on something sabli s afe o fir

s bewre ws? Well, my

picks woukd be . Svpu Black Hawk {u(
for froestyle — wx-
Fighs

Wl gre s et axpect sext e
| Whesher youe a casul oe imveserase
resier of The Amerian Handgunner,
Wﬂm page s




colemn on hasdgun metalic silhoveste
| thone

and conduct marches. We cover impo.
wanr marches, rube changes, &

45 AUTOMATIC
PISTOL PARTS

ik

P TF

(3]

£
)
)
1.3
I 55
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The Latest On What I.P.S.C. Is Up To

t the Phoenix meeting berween the
National Rifle Association of
America and the Executive Council of the
International Practical Shooting Confed-
eration the following principles were
enunciated as the elements of practical
shooting. Pending the ratification of the
constitution of LP.S.C. by the regional
directorate, these principles will be con-
sidered binding upon the international
executive and all participating regions.
They are not subject to alteration or ad-
justment prior to the World Meeting in
1979, at which time such matters of policy
may be examined.
1. Accuracy, power, and speed are the
equivalent elements of practical marks-
manship, and practical competition must

be conducted in such a way as o evaluate
these elements equally (DVC).

2. The practical challenge must be di-
verse. It is not necessary to invent a aew
course of fire for every contest, but no
one course of fire may be repeated
enough to allow it to become the defini-
tive measure of practical skill.

3. Practical shooting is freestyle. No
course of fire may prescribe a shooting
position, nor may a contestant be required
to load his piece in any prescribed way.
Circumstances may be created, however,
(barriers, physical limitations, simulated
disabilities, et cetera) which will force a
shooter into certain stances or positions.
In essence, the problem is posed in gen-
eral, and the contestant solves it in par-

A New Sierra

pistol bullet from Sierra.

SPECIFICATIONS

Callber

357 num

(.3565" diameter)
Weight

170 grains
Material

Gilding Metal Jacket

3% Antimony Lead Core

This new bullet is designed for
handgun silhouette shooting,
law enforcement and target
use. 100 to the box.

At your dealer.

point en\
for
trajectory

Extra
jacket
and hard
lead cors

/¥ BULLETS

Send for your free catalog.

A new 357 magnum full metal jacketed silhouette

Sierra Bullets, Dept. AH-11 10532 So. Painter Ave., Santa Fe Springs, Calif. 90670
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ticular.

4. The practical challenge must be
realiscic. Courses of fire must follow a
practical rationale, and simulate rea-
sonably hypothetical situadions in which
weapons might be reasonable used.
(“Thar could never happen” is a valid ob-
jecdon to any practical course of fire.)

5. Weapon types are not separated.
Double and single actions, revolvers, auto
piscols and single shots all compete to-
gether without handicap. This considera-
ton does not apply to the power of the
weapons, as power is an elemeonc to be
recognized and rewarded. Neicher does it
apply to a stipulaced reload, which may
be placed at a specific poiot in any coucse
of fire.

6. Practcal compedtion is open to all
decenr citizens, without regard o occupa-
tion. It may specifically noc be limited to
public servants.

7. Practical competition (s normally
conducted using practical eargets, which
reflect the general size and shape of such
objects as the weapon used may rea-
sonably be called upon to hit, in its pri-
mary intended use.

8. Practical competition assumes a
graduated difficulty of challenge, and no
shooting problem nor time limit may be
protested as prohibitive. Note thac this
does noc apply to non-shoodng probiems,
such as weights to be lifced nor obstacles
to be surmounted.

- L) ks » .

In conneccion with the foregoing, the
tendeacy of some designers to tura a
shooting match jnto a rrack meet should
not be allowed to carry us wide of the
mark. Obstacles and changes of position
should commonly be used to stress com-
petitors, but not to grade the sprinters
among themselves while eliminating the
clumsy — who may shoot very well de-
spite their clumsiness. Running, jumping,
climbing and crawling are all part of prac-
tical shooting, in proper measure. But
thooting excellence is our primary objec-
tive. Agtlity, while imporrant, is sec-
ondary to the placement of quick hits.

- - » A 4 »

The following letter was received from
a recent graduate of A.P.I. It reveals very
clearly that what two decades of competi-
tion have raught us is still 2 mystery to our
official persons. 1 think it a wonderful
comment upon the relative efficiency of
private, as opposed to public enterprises.

Dear Friends:

Well, 1 finally learned che cruch abouc
you folks and your Modern Techaique.
On December 16, 1977, I attended an
eight-hour firearms training course pre-
sented by the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation (F.B.1.) to our office.

The instructor, twenty-five year vet-
eran agent and “firearms specialist”
told us:

1. E.B.L coocepts of pistol shooting
have not changed since World War II.
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banded. And., if @'y tha fiew time, you
e killed ") Moral: Abwrs begin
o srwad gunfight.

bl oo tmr\-Hanl e

have w0 haads we smume you will use
shem If you do nor, you can seither draw
e load wich bock.
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By Claud 5. Hamilon

he odber day | deve our 1 see Hayweed Nelma, my
faeneite counery gunumish. The officil purpose foe my
wisit wan 10 soe what progress was being made o 8 44 Speoal
lvm:':dw e in buibding for me using @ Model 28 Smih w raw

fully expesred, my disassembled Model 21
hering du while Hapwood waits
b .. | pase may 7ot gt 10 sboot

1 don't remember sow how che \uhm( of accuracy in hasd-
wum came up. Anpway, & prompeed me to mennion # friend in

wrwn who had reorsaly bosght 8 besuriful new Pyshan, then
prompely raded it off a & lows because it didn's see= sblo
deliver the kind of scourscy be ihiought i .

have 40 st eigh off where sccuracy be
e timetatons st place % i)
ben, in s eevalver. Chamber dismeter i
unleia it o way s00 Joous and dliows dhe care
differess positions {rom dhoe 1o shot. OF course there has 1o be
some play 10 4co et varia b it
Par & canrkdge in yous (wworse revolver thea take the nim
berween ihe nails of your thumb ssd forefinger. Yoo il fisd tha
it cam be moved lanerally, bowever slighidy

“ldeally, chamber-m-carridge fir should be close and nght
Thin ibeal chamber wosld then preseat the baller 1o the forcing
cone of the barrel in exactly the wme way for each shor. Bur.
sbour the only rime » gun maker can make such o chamber
oot ed vingle hos, and ouly then when the poreniial

a:
ing. This scat of chamber can never ll u-m in welf-loaders.

Misalignment of bamel and
chambes causos bt 10
e shaved and can be
dangerous i escossive

Some "T'houghts On Handgun Accuracy

Huaypwond Nebsa has very litthe use for somesae like that
“Wens'we it 11 b pither ey o b ot 60 bry 40 find out why
e gun lkoe dhat woe't shoot s it should
1 coubda’t entiely sgree. “1 don know, sow, Haywood. |
know some prenty gunwise guys I've seen theow up il Ky
sned wrade off whar they consider o be o “dud’ pur i
thisking of 8 well knows gunwries | know
“Well, F'm ceraaly no surharey baur all | know i that | have
yei 10 vee @ handgun rhar shoe like thas where there wis st s
discersable resson 1 be found. ‘Course | don't sy oae wos's
come aloag mmorrow, bur I'm goans have 10 wais and see it o
beelieve ir. Usally whar's wroag is something thar can be fosed
@ a small shop. b may not abways be chesp, bur ir's cheaper than
wrading off & fise gon = & loss and replacing it
Asywood, what do you do when & cusomer wilks in and

Thei foed aysems eoqure the canrnlge 10 change divecn
alightly spn eotcnag the chamber
wided 10 take cure of that €
somewhat from maker s msker o
ammusation put up by the same maker. Finally, ||n apringy
narure of braw requines o ke space o evpsnd into wnder
Pressare s that, a3 pressure drops, it can recove
iy extEREOn

1 the chamber's 100 small the shooser will ksow ir; he' ) huve
reouble buding. This cam wwally be correcsed by s hin st
the chambers 10 sise, or resming shem. 1f they are
gk, i, maier 1 6 vl Ey M e g

or.
“Haywood, isn's chamber lengih s more criical sesuresenr

Iancih yow 3 pevolver, say, and sars that
# large Oldaboma buffaks chip ar cen yard:!

“The firs thing is w find ous all | can from e cusimer
whon whas i does do thet may be special of unsisal . . does i
keyhole bullens or i dhare & lor of lead or fiew = the
Barrel-cylindes gap when is goes off - chings like that can gree
achen, [f sothing mbd 1 me seems our of the ordinary, | dhoos i
mywlf, Somenames there's nothing wrong s sl sad the problem
s the shoover, A few sew sbocs, sayway, will ussally ool me

taet bookimg.

DIMENSIONS
“For the sake of discusiion of potential problesa, though, |
20

thasm diameree fox accuracy !

“1 think vo, | vha probbem is ohvious. b, bui
nor all of these Mnohpu( n the moudh of the case. B che
chamber s just & o long yoa'we ot & problem geiting
wven igaicion .. the carmridge wants 1 alide awey Froos the
hammer or firing pin. Aho, you get irre)
into the ifling. Revolvers headspace on the
be a luile play h.—.r T Farkin alige Tenatan sk Mt
oceasnaal praser wicking out 2 bit from eing thing
Ko 7o bes s cld i o the unsgpored i
Revolvers, with their roll crimp, & Teave the brlict cup-
poried at the insmss of firing 0 jump 10 the place whese the
eharsber i bured at buliet dismeter af course, is
aggrvared i cascs whese we uie the 38 Special in the longer

e . w




337 Mlagnum chambes, 44 Specids in 44 Magnum cham-
ber, ot

“Tow abeott a chaisbes of coure can ursally be eamed out. If
yours i 1o ko, though, v seed s sew bierel of eplinder

"I the chambee nisns o i be ok, the pext ihing | look at i
e butred. Noa all of them are bored and rifled pesfecrly. Wom

pols and lew than the best crafismambiy: can cause uneven
imsernal dimentions which can rvally play hob with sccurscy
Stoaiing rour buerel will iy rvedl theiigh  docrotut 1
the effort needed i pui e shug. s place whers che intemal

e gas eadapr, e
the oaber hasd your probles surss out 10 TP ek in the
e,
sug rhrough. Here i bl s wageid dows and ater
pasing is ke and raicies about in the remainder of the barel
hunummdmum- rnu'm barrel — oae thar's big iaaide
— forget it Ger 14 the sighs spos i nor soa bed, and
i o the el 0k, vl ey e G st Wik
et thoagh .. lapping i hasd work snd usally supensive
thee dars. Again, usually the beat and chrapen answer
new busrel

s \gas

barrel e
the muzzle. B this mbnr kum»n waeven, it allows g e
e fesuliing is &
amaged crown i3 wually
eauly and cheaply correceed. Notsa, er-er_ with nmml -
the other end. D evolvers, the forcing cone and shask of the
barrel where it passes shrough the frame and meens the crlinder
face. v @8 excoedingly crirical ares. Revolver baliers are wnder
Extroms prowure s they paxs chis poine, and i they arw oot
vappested periectly all the way rousd b the foring cone
will becrese badly dinearsed and off halance. If the shank sself is
1 damaged wn |h:r|$rnp|nunﬂrhl§‘nmﬂhmmr’ulu
s loss snd more dnsartion. Dumaged foecing cones and shanks
can be prpaired by cutting off the dimaged poetion sad sctting
back the barel New theeads and & sew sihoubler will wially
have 80 be cut aac ehe busrel insalled mgain and the fruar sight
centered propeely. In some cases, when & sew hamrel is very
hard w0 come by, this may be the anvwer. by ber is thar i will
usually be bt chovagh, 10,80 for a new barel

ar J
et Fapors Can be BOponihe

“What ceses damage w0 the forcing cooe i hasdgum™
asked

“Lots of things cea. Facrory oversight smally, bat din or sand
bl lm‘mun'llm thas is fired, defiormed buller jackers. » mis

il allorw g custing. 200
“The size and shage of the Fing pin can be t ina.
Each makes has developed his awn shape and sise after much
Conimtaion with live primen, o e that haseser fal]

peimers. Okl revalvers somesimes poen theif frinf pis boles
downward slighaly in the frame taking them out of best align.
ment with the mos sensitive parn of the primer. A good smith
can fix this.

SPRINGS

“Hapwood, what ahost ? Chfuer then e and e
e pirmer, Ty previde ot dpsmics that et haodigms
wark, und they ean sake o big ¢ 0 accuricy — oe
the Lk of it — and somesimes in waps most of us would
ot suspece

“Yes. | think that the most imporant part sprisgs wsually play
lies i ehe: pericor balance of 88 those wiich sct direnily as part
of the kockwork. Together with the smoothness of connsot sur-
faves, their cvennews waed balanor make for o traly fine, smooth
sczion |f hammer u(mw'ruurh peing wre 100 weak or o
ate0ng. sveeything is thrown our and it becames really hard
et rounds off sceurasely.

“n suteloaders, the recoil spring, if i is not will enceh, can
£ail 0 retem the baerel o the xaet wme ponition each tin —
B mares how well the reat f the gun My be ‘sccurised —

“Yeu know, Hapwood, s you were disessing lase week,
ExLMOOr apeings can sesmetimes play a roll in accuracy few of u
woull sispect. Depending upea che thape and fic "o the wae
mcrar, they
the (Iumbn which cas b goosd of bad. I consistent in hokling
the cartridge alwars in the same position, sccurscy can be
hetped. bn revolbvers 8 milar witusticn can spply with e circu-
Las extracio head. If & is not pinted = proper aligessent with
the o hlm)-rl.ﬂ:<ﬂ|llyrm"hnh'm|nrmuuunlm
u laserul presuare to the o cattridge in the crlindes,
wih s resus, Foally, g ehegln alwars the e hand
sprisg which sevures the hand agssit the ylador s i
rousion & complete, asd the cylinder lach speing withour
which lnckup won'e Mn\-en 1 i fails, the nm can be h-m
inscomrscy and resd dasgen




ALIGNMENT OF PARTS

"The place where the cause of inaccuracy is usually found,
though,” Haywood went on, "is in the positioning of parrs.

"Auroloaders are of several rypes. Their basic accuracy de-
pends largely on how much and whar sare of barrel movement is
builr inro the “system.” Thus, the small pocker pistols such as the
Walther PPK which have their barrels firmly mounted to the
frame are inherently the mosr accurare. Nexr come the Luger
and P-38 rypes in which barrel movement is slight, srraighe
front-rear, and carefully conrrolled. Finally, the beavy caliber
Brownings, such as the .45 ACP, are a veritable clartering mass
of moving barrel and slide, as their out-of-box performance
usually amply refleces. So much has been said and written on
how o accurize the .45 that it doesn't merit repeating here.
Suffice it to say that the barrel of a pistol must return to the
same place with respect to the sights each time it is fired if it is
ta be accurate. The design of the gun determines how the fitting
is to be done. A good smith can handle it,

"In revolvers, proper alignment of chamber and barrel is
crucial. 1 guess of all the complaines | ger, guns thar are our-of-
time are the most frequent. These are the ones in which, in
single acrion fire, the hand does nor quire rorare the cylinder
enough for proper lockup. The chamber isn't then quire lined

Springs that keep the hand engaged and make cylinder latch
operate are all important to safety and accuracy.

up right and, if fired, at the minimum the bullet will be shaved
on one side, If the condition is excessive the gun can be de-
stroyed, Timing is usually easily repaired by adding a bir of
metal to the lower notch of the hand then reshaping ir.

"Perhaps the next most common problem is the benr or
sprung revolver crane. Here some oaf has dropped the gun on
its side or has flipped the cylinder open and closed. The resulr is
looseness and misalignment, and loss of accuracy. The anly
EOSWET i5 4 new Crane,

" As the years have passed, the larger makers have expanded
their lines of revalvers considerably. One result of this has been
that the old srandard frames now serve several calibers. Smith &
Wesson's little ] Frame intended for the .32 and .22 now also
carries the .38 Special. The K Frame guns which were all .38
Specials until after World War 1l now include the .337 Magnum
in the Model 19. The big N Frame guns now accommodate
everything from the .357 Magnum through the .41, .44 and 45.
Cylinders of differing lengths have been used for these different

22

calibers and, as a result, a small bushing is added on some
models in front of the cylinder to make the headspace correct.,
The use of full bore loads can sometimes crunch and damage
this bushing so thart it allows excessive headspace — and poor or
no ignition. The bushing is easily replaced.”

AMMUNITION

“Haywood, in all this ralk abour accuracy, don't leave out
another all important ingredient: ammunition. Granted, if the
gun irself isn't righr good ammunition won't help much, but
assuming thar it 15 ok, ammunition can very well be the prob-
lem. American factory ammunition is pretty generally of high
quality, but it is not all equally accurate. Then there's the matter
of ‘preferences’ which certain guns seem to have for a certain
load by a certmin maker. An identical gun may do best with an
entirely different load put together by a different maker. 1 think
that there is clear evidence, too, that there is a difference in
performance between lots of the same load by the same maker!”

“Yeah, Old Beg Leg, I knew you'd manage ro work thar
ammunition lot business in one way or another . . ."

“Maw, Haywood, I'm serious. Ammunition components —
moast particularly powder — are made up in barches rather than
as a continuous process, and no rwo barches are ever exacdy
alike. Cases, primers, buller diameters and hardness, crimp
righrness, and probably a thousand other lictle things enter into
it. Inevirably, small differences enter which make one lot better
than another in a certain gun — or in all guns.”

“1 soll keep a “Licdle black book’ on all the commercal ammu-
nition 1 buy. It's listed by lot number, and in it go comments on
all that I note when shooting that ammunition. Right now [ have
one batch of Czech military surplus 9 mm Parabellum that has a
terrible record for misfires. This isn't common with modern
ammunition, and 1 think the problem is the hardness of primer
metal, These usually fire on the second try.

"Handloaders would do well to "keep book’ on their product
as well. They enjoy the added freedom to mix and march
components and, in some cases, even try bullets of differing
diameters. To keep wack of your good performers you must
keep records identifying all the elements thar wenr into them.
Here's what my record looks like for handloads . . . unform-
narely the makers are not as careful as they mighr be abour
marking lor numbers on their packages:

-45 COLT

Lot Dme Case Primer Powder Bullee Crimp  Filler

HIHLTT W L | LiEN Speer Hemvy MNone Valspar 0
006G 30 167 g 225JHF Roll
mi? DOF 6305
HOR

Seml  Quantity Remarks

In rhis case, the maker did not mark his bullets with a lot
number and [ had to serde for this listung.

“For me, by far the hardest part of lot discipline is returning
spent brass to the right lots. It's not too bad with revolvers, bur
with autos I always end up with a batch of ‘unidenrifieds’.”

"Try different colored nail polish as a primer and buller
sealer, dummy,” Haywood offered; “ir works jusr as well and
gives you a color code to go by.”

"Let's not forget the really imporrane things abour ammuni-
tion and accuracy. Uniform primer seating, for example, is ten
times more important than having the best primer. If not fully
seated, a primer will resist the hammer fall and make the ham-
mer sear it hefore ir fires — if it does ar all. Bullet seating must
also he very uniform. It can change headspace, Crimp tightness
needs to be very consistent,

“Far rhe handloader, carefully metered charges are an obvi-
ous element of accuracy. Bullets must be of best quality, All oo
often home cast or swaged bullets may have air bubbles or
spaces in them that destroy balance. Some autoloaders, too,
have a rendency w be rough on soft point bullets in loading,
distortng them enough to adversely affect accuracy,
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Finally chere is oo point in parsicelar thee the handloader
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aiich duae Too the .,f the centu h its Bulky
e, e Bk parler 7. 'I"(x

.h.u it A & reailt, combeation bs uneves and inconslsent,
30 I8 sccuracy. Alrkough rare
wapeet of thes thas i dungeroms. |
smenunition mabers fully undesimd why, buc tome powden
con i ey B o

a bot

h
e rams peautoa

“Rifle makcrs have loag
tiffes, e seems 1o be resrion
ders. Mr. . O Ackler, ohe

3 salve the problem con-
e of fllers. First you foad

e s il I place: Lve B of g, mnhrd roe
e e as filless. | M{ m of Whest 1 !
vo g w e, when you ..x fille
are alan uis ™ ‘,h. |.m b i s 211 ko what

yosrnetl . Fillers tead 1

ehings, which

mrmlm:m.lm.-mu. n of the
they alsa tend 1 reduce preswre

¥ alsn add o bit o wright tu the

g clae about fillees 10 remember, though.”
st Harwonod v kisrws e bomlers wh seeing how wel

hen comult your
det change you wse s below the

“Safery and accuracy are 3 lirle more imporant thas ‘s
d Harwood. 1t should be cher that thers are a lot of thing
d o0 boch. Whes | have a cuntomer who calls

e ks e what is
logical causes, bur 1
3 gunamith bk the gun over

1 fise gun, like
o

simp » m< and very rauly
e he rkorrs ane very go thess
o v i it i cae of thes regioaal

o i secing I st
£ and fived, A fine handgun iv nothing




Colorado Handgun Laws...
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aniwer question. Both Mot cae but fwo sections 10 the test
Ten questicn s  tasget
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pllwl tanget {7 ring = 11 inche). Distance shall be 30 yards asd
ing position shall be the choke of the spplicant. N
..-..r.(..l support say be sed undes the gio. 3 Appiicnt may
ot rae again sl b Fil the frw e, I spplicant bl
the tuwt (Ba prcoad fime, he maa wait 30 e A g st 6 408

will by s fox the socond tout, if roquined
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Above: The building is solid, poured,
reinforced concrete walls and floor
and ceiling.

Below: Part of the modern lounge area
with a view of the ranges.

Opposite Page: The wide open style of

range allows just about any type of
handgun activity.
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I it should be obvious to the most pro-

gun conservative that we cannot have
people wandering around large cities and
in suburban areas firing handguns, no
matter how expert they may be. 1 believe
that the future of handgunning in urban
and suburban areas lies in the planned and
intelligent creation of Shooting Complex-
es. These indoor ranges would provide
the necessary facilities for shooting sports
under controlled and safe conditions on a
year round basis. Two of the retarding
factors in handgunning has been the range
locations and the weather. A range that
may be ideal during summer and fall may
be impossible to shoot on the rest of the
year. Most ranges serving urban areas are
located so far out of town that it becomes
a chore to reach them.

Target Master, Inc., 1351 West 33rd
South, P.O. Box 25322, Salt Lake City,
Utah 84125, appears to be a reasonable
and practical answer to urban shooting.
The acceptance of this shooting facility by
both the City Fathers and law enforce-
ment has been so favorable that the own-
ers are already planning another range. It
would appear that this concept should be
applicable to hundreds of other cities and
metropolitan areas throughout the coun-
try. The owners and operators of Target
Master are Gary Williams and Harvey
Jackson — both former police officers.
They know the problems inherent in fire-
arms and vet, they have had enough expe-
rience to realize that the pent up demand
for a place to shoot is growing rapidly all
over America. They also know that it is
better to instruct people in the safe and
sporting use of the handgun than to allow
these people to possess handguns and not
know how to use them safely or intelli-
gently. These two factors contributed to
the long series of discussions that led to
the creation of Target Master.

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER -«

INDOOR PISTOL RANGE

Target Master is located within Salt
Lake City on a six lane feeder route built
on a curve so that visibility is high. The
building was constructed of poured, rein-
forced concrete — floor, walls, roof, so
that it would be impossible for a stray shot
to leave the inside of the building. There
is parking area the full length of one side,
in the back and in the front. There are
signs on three sides of the building so that
traffic coming from either direction can
see the signs.

There are no windows and only one
door in addition to the main entrance.
The entire building has been specially
wired against break-ins, plus having the
interior covered night and day by special
lights that detect movement. All doors are
steel with special locks. As one ap-
proaches the front of the building, the
main entrance is on the left with a large
overhang to protect the shooter against
rain or snow. The lobby is comfortably
large, carpeted and finished off in natural
woods. Directly ahead of the main door is
a counter that holds shooting accessories.
Target Master does not sell firearms. Be-
hind the counter is the wall of the
gunsmith shop and storage area that backs
up the merchandise in the counter.

On the right of the entrance is the large,
well lit and well ventilated classroom, also
carpeted and equipped with chairs and
desks and tables. A drinking fountain and
washrooms are also located in this area.

To the left of the entrance is the lounge
with tables, chairs, candy machine, soft
drink machine and coffee machine. The
partition wall that runs between the range
and the lounge, entrance way, office and
Range Officer's control board is con-
structed of double glass panels, each on a
different angle than the other and sepa-
rated by about two inches of space. Part of
this “glass” is bullet proof plastic that will
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Is This The Future Of
HANDGUNNING?

By Mason Williams

Hange O
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1Y SEARCE OF TEE

PRACTICAL HOLSTER

By Rick Miller

Hiciras weed practical holater design
Bt abways been & racher cluaive and
subjective ares of discussion. Judgisg
from che beather goods seen basging ar
the hips of many American han.
you might be ewcused for chisking the
hale wabiecr of proper hahser selrcron
either hapelely complicated cr of no
serious impartance. It e q..m— ufew
peace olficen ol puckers

wmewhas pussl

whezher

il his personal nesds, ssd you will mow
ety be me -ulnblmk war or a ll»m
o the shoulden.

It in srer chin & corisin clar of hasd-
funner b given chis vubjecs qasee 2 bit of
decp thought, The freesiyls comba pisol

an handgun packers all
realize thas sell-defemse with 8 sidessm iva
mpetitive. proposicion. It oaly
=aiken 1o 10 there pistolems 1w use the
tew equipment avalabie today. It thoukd
o ket i mind that these know
shooters are o distinet minoity ameeg
handgun uaners, the majoriny of whom
) lie wotiom of what consinutes
uther gra.
Pm.p.uw 2k s ook s 3 aumber of

There will undoubtedly be some good
mecfels, both past ssd peesent, chat won't
be cowered, but the ones thas will be de-
scribed are all ountasding drvigm wd
shcnld sorve o extellent illustrations of
what v book for.

Theil Fieed point shoating from an Andy
Andlerson Thunderbol ng. Note empty
‘©aba a5 8 betind pistol
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Veaving ihe pistod in the shooter's hasd
Thete is o drawing motion as is usully
neveisary with other bolaters,

thruat faeward, up, ssd iseo line
with the targer. With practice this
technique can be surprissgly G and
seisth
The clamibell s a spproved holsrer
with the Los Asgeles Palice
and over the ye
relsable holater, despite myths 1o the cos-
erary. I is svailable foum the
Halieer Campany, 32077 West
Boslevard, Montcbello
0640,

Beverly
Califarais,

The clamshell does have several disso
.lm.lmlmn ai a duty holuer.

flop arosad and gt in the way if
any swddes movemest in called
Meverthelen, the clamshell bobitee i &
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interewing design, and wordhy of measion
fio it goced Frarren
The Yagui Shde it 4 curious ke Bok
stes that wysally Guld 10 impeens most ob-
servers at flr glance. 1t i such & umple,
sirsighrforward design thar in cusmading
qualities wre often overlooked, but the
‘wqui Stide in many ways is he epinme
of what a good hobaer should be. It is
e, \M\Ml. comformable, fairly severe,
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et than most
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ward af e

o Chani Salvador,
beck 1o the U5 By Joff Cooper, and
now peoduced by u-lr Seck, Box TR,
Rdaha City, ldaba 836

Shouldes hnlrxn. i seemi, o con-
timunusly bring devigaed and put ca the
markes, but mow of them juat don's quite
have the right combisation of desigs and
excqution, Very few people seem 1 be
comfnable either weating or workisg
firom dhis rype of gun hamess. § think this
redlects the geaeral lack of well desipsed
models now available.

A progerly designed showbder holser,
it seems 1 me, offers seversl pead advas-
tages for the penion who muw carry hiv

NCVEMDEA DECEMBER 1979

weapon, Furthes
the left arm, which s

dieeeily aver the pistol, whese it belps to
cover any 1elnle balges

e foregning makes it wgad as if the
an excellens

shaulder hahsrr wuuld

- The caly shoubler
e ¥ scrssed with
ehat will pregerly handic s frame
revolver oe sedloades & ‘..‘;."u.nn,
Cooper dealga Thin rig. designed thirry
wxdid pears ago by Capaain A.H. Hardy and
modified by & then youshful Joff Cooper,
ons b oot circulation for many e,
and for o pracical purpotes wa
Bla for the average bsadgunner
ki oo

poss-
lay hin

by pespatar desmand, Ml Sparks searied
sevensd yean ago w0 produce an abmoar
it copy of this excelles old design. It
has been tesied and endorsed by Jeff
Cooper himsel, and i seversl ways iv
supetion b0 the original madels. I've exam-
ined seversl suthestic examples of this
Fine ald bohcer, and find thas che new rigs
0 made by Sparks are consructed of,
heavicr beatber, and have i cxtes bk ot
ut imide the toc of the boer.

The exzra belt shot i desgned o help
pull the burr of the pistal ia close 10 the
Body for an cxira messure of cosceal
ment. It does the fjob very well, and it
doew'r inerfere with socurng s good grip
during & qukck draw. Wish the bosiaonral
wpring Eripping the wrapon around f

1]



Wby S804 makes & handy i
ho fot 45 180 Koty o piil
put riches wil Cloa of loatar

and ciothing

middle, there s 2o biscling of the pheols
musle o the draw, 81 sometimen

pens wih veveral ovber modelh wich
ST

beutber without
When properdy sdpced, the Handy
Coopee rig sphis 1he weight of the
Berwers the sboulder and
Buelt- Thin it avsaitier plus whes packing +
full size heavy chemaive sidcarm.
The il waimbend Spie o bolaee
Bt become quite popular with ssler-
o Liwmen who may need quick acces
B0 their weapon, but s the same Hme
s mainrain 8 very borw profile. Here
roper holuer selec w0
£a5y 8 i may appesr. Mosr inside
waisthand holsters pousion the handgss
wery poorly for » quick drow, and are
auits Toppy, with e comtberarion
LH]

eing gives w0 initial hand 12 gun contact

annuyizg sq

flae e 1he panis belt aftcs che piatil in

drawn. At fien glance this may soe seem

critical, but here are timer whes pou
need 10 pal your weapos sway quickly, of

with oo hand.

One final faulr of the rrpical insede
wainband holsrer is the mthod by which
wschesd m the belr. A mend spring.
clip ia normally wilised, asd this is &
chancy spsem ar bese. [x s all 1o eany 10
drew the bohwer right slong with your
pimol whes using s rig with this fype of
bl bocik

The Summer Special wis 1 devigoed by
Beuce Melon 1o comet s chanic
shurtcamings of the inide waistband
ol el & ipiraticn for chir bubser
came from a “live incident selaimd by

came uaruly when ua aempe was made 1y
handeulf i Carpestes wis n...m..p.d
in subduing hi i thasd
haolster husl geese flat sdter e -nunm
drwwn, snd he could nor replace @ with
one hand, the orber being occupied with
tha ecalcirans sroublemake

he was, wirk wn obareperous Fpect
onr hand, snd & purod he " use u
conveniently ges fid of in the odher! Fven-
veally afrer much theushing shour, sad
somewhsr worse for wear, Liew-

sabeduc.

After beasing the ssory, Broce Nelwa
st vet 1o desiga an Improved inside
wikichand hideour boduser. The Summer
Spocial was the ead reslr, d e coo-
sctiis of opinion among kaowledgeshie
jusimen i that Beuce wcceeded very wesl
indeed.

The Ssmmer Special curries the pand
high 1 rhay it oy schleve &
quick grip wal A virip wink
vuap amer anchors the et 10 he

Bolarmr, encased in Jrssher, in s mesal band
tur open v that the

1 hald the bl
h ane luml The
] Imhlwruhn
leuer, rough ke omt, o el aud
pusition agains the clothing
Th—nﬁieniu(lﬂihnrk—wn -
hideout holier that is comforeable, con-
ceslable, secure, verasile, and lightning
quick ino acson. This holsicr i guak
enough that it bus been used wm win 0
mumber of pracrical pistol comess. That i
5 very sawsal disnaction for & hideour

wani demand ever since among undes-
caver lwmen

Bruce Nehwn does not scovely seek
ordecs for his usique design,

imerested in the theory 2
selopment of improved holstees and
lewther geas. However, i you aer in-
seesed an obsining & Summer Special,
contac Ml Spurks, B 7R, Msho Ciry,
Idabo 83631 Bk smakes this holstes cx.
wctly 10 Beuce Nebon's specifications.

Pl race rigs usally come in for
apuine @ bis of craiciam concerning their
prscrical urilivy, Tht smage of sacrificing
everything in arder 1o obasin the gressest
messure of speed under compeitive pres-
ware is now beginning ro fade. The holwies
thar saried this tresd sowneds more prac
vical W'IM lwlulm i Andy Ander-
won's famons Thenderbol rig.

Thte Theasderbch bonses 5 st of
onstutanding fratures, bt the mowt sctable
it undosbiedly the adjusrable temion
screw that replaces the archaic safiry serap
fonind o rns absers. Thin screw ia pre-
cisely and quickly sdjustable for whaicver
Leniites the weares s provides
camplete security duting sreeauous
sty

ebements of the Thus-
dnbul(m include full mesal lining of the
halses for sgidiry.
thom: po eliminate sight deug, or the eed
fi sight ruils, and solad union of belt wo
halster for poshive positioning e seversl
mare nocewotiy poini.
the Thuaderbolt would
make an gwcellem police dury ng The
adjeuable srmsion wrew could tend w
g on thisgs, bt it would be & siseple
masier 50 mave it sround o the back wde
and make it sccewible throsgh & hole in
the holster's buck flap. |s that poieion the
adfusting screw woukd be compiesely hid.
den while the rig was being wos

With Andy Anderson in reviremesy for
rmmooupknﬁﬂnn H0E WAnDag &
Thunderbols was o our of hck, unless
be coubd find one on e secondhand

o1, This was  rarber iy propositen,
s only # limited nomber were made, e

wver, for custom Jracherwn
Davis, Box 445, Arr-nlu. Cali
U006, is advevitiag x.d.f wxact copy
of the Famaoe orignal
e of Gardoa's outdi
bt 4 pear now, and find it quite sere-
e

oo e bdmers deicrd sbows e

tx being bekl forth a1 the caly good

hobacrs of their type avalable. To be
wurr, chere we eches fine cxamples we
would discuss, bt e o Each of
these Eive is designed and meraded s fill 3

security with quick scoess, good gun
conract, comfort for continuoes wear,
neas and trim design snd consruction, us
well a3 10p quualiry mareeials and work-
manship. The prospeenive burer would da
well ta nowe dhese necemary fesures
e searching for s bokiner 1
inchrvidual novds

= HOVOMOERDECTMIBER 1578



hoacer roady ™
The quesion war dirccied st me. |
was on the firing line ur che Norh Villey

this Advanced Pracrical Fissol Magck
The firse shooter was fasr and acoseser,
ry bkl the same. It win do of die. 1

<ould shoot well,
queatics now was, woukl
belemve | was gesisg thrinsgh

pounds and five Foot rwo inch—BEEIT
My mouths went dry and | looged w0 o

home o my kirchen and sit down wich &

tall glawe of icod sea, bet my Buabasd

by e month of practice ar the regionl
runge with our locsd club, | had embarked
on my first
The whisthe Nr-. and for ==, che
b rally begam. All ather roles vaa-
e o o e T i ol o4 i
a shooster!
Teaining amd the wbeonstioes ok
over. | felt the jgpun going off while cos-

the
I made it through the fine of four
seages! u, Bands shook, but | made i
e checked rhe theee isrgess, we

Steve e grinned like be knew i all
slong sl Carol wa 0 proud becaste hae

How dors o relasively oo wify and
nimctises sane moker of 2
and & two year ok e i
likedy posation? [ comkd sy
teresied i hushand Swves by,
pistol sbocting. but thas woslds't be eo-
teely enereet.

Actually It began bocause b peactice
with the Peninsula Prectical Pisol Cub
{3PC) wok w0 much time wway from the
famdy o the weckend med crving.
merrible bowlac wnel just plain being

sngry and miserable. Bur he will lefr che
hw-t with his beloved pisol, corhusass

. benpite my Forken and “poos me

looks

PACKIN’
PARTNER

By Linda M. Knab

it a bamdful, cven unkoaded! Funay sight
w-z.I-dwm—d g thouting,

¥ i rralize thar “sbooting with
Steve” alas meant ihooting = & mwich!
Yo, hese | was, on the way to the sevoad

Mmumm!’!m
downrange. Al dissance, accurscy re-
Ilh'rm‘l'kknhdeﬂmthdmﬂl

A decinion had ro be made. At least be
didn's bewve for weeks st & time m g
iniing o fsbing Since 1 coubla's ik
him gut af his practice ewsions, te
thing beft 10 doo waa 1o joim bim!
:lem-wm--wulh-

tereting to "ery
u...-......-.w-.. mrn—'h-r wamw.m-. inch
birthday he s h medsl impact plaie. “The Gong?™ A hit on
o halster snd il the impact plain

Ilemlmmruue)\m: itha ing the s o et iy by
kir®} $o, | backled down and buckled up  “#fy” for me. | tend 1o jerk
nlulbenlmprxnu my “quick” drew in  in -mlf.ip-uun

edge

Suw-muqﬂlﬂhﬂlnlmkd n(m:m.lrﬂfnlw mescy isn't ooe of my
'd!!’ m He u me die

most importsnt procedure of Alwmll ook & shooter

|II|'\I!]\M: sadery, | beard over and over  shree o four eries before himing the goag,

again, “Point that pen -d chock. Usder the pees-

into your womach!” wure of & match, it could be worse, v all
Giradually | began to & g o vee-  depends on how one s cool s pro-

oad narsre, and 1 got my deaw down w4 grams ki mind.
whopiping theve seeonds! [tk it wamy  The night before the marck, | fell alesp
prin determinstion that g oing theough in ry mind. Even

Strve
the moat | put cverpthing | had into =y
naceetrativa.

1 must s, being 50 mall, the A3

1578 5



PISTOL PACKIN’ PARTNER

1 froad sl 10 ik g How
came the

m‘h: nhmlr blew, I peally bocked
in on that front sight. sqeerring the trig-
et m smoothly w posisble. Twn sounds
on el , Redoad. b
Gong. ™ Sight mmn-m.lmr

The “p-ting” | heard was mus w sy
st} 4 1 T i s a1 sy

the maving varget oa  wire 1y, fficen
yards downsange T-n “iamocunt by
simnder” targers el o chat
the oaly uﬁ In.lur me 1 shoor was in
e niddi. A s o teei
coubl be placed un the sarge

exh
pas. There woukd be 1hkr s

1 had scayed in che backproand as mach
11 possible and warched m the men went
mmmrmw The first thros
shooters had s | drcaled o s, expe-
iy o
Whea ey far g, | s lisetly
shaking. | coubda’r rell if ir was the cobd
morsieg s ot e plais fear. | o s
self over and cwer, just do what | bad
practiced dey ren) same chisg, only
louder.

'n-ﬁ.-mk--ﬁwium

.

phion ducely o8
HMHMHIH

prsctice, my miad frose. A 1 ot

theuugh the seage, my

shake umconrrallably. | hardly m-

noricrd the pocodl of sy A3} Bt my eve
frunt sight!

neves left thar

T wa with . greae deal of ey that |
climbed over the basricade! O the iber
side I e v my whooting seance fue the
e e trges ffeen yads divecly
downrasge. Two rounds on each. Relosd.

and
last an official NCPL maich” ..

Av my nosd, vignaling then 1 was ressly,
the target ap from she left. By she

sime | drew snd sighted, it had drvady
wrwveled 15 fowt or mar! | gor off fosr
shun Reboated, four mes times

1 BN THINK | COULDI

Afm |ll¢| firve Sumday, |5ﬂlﬂ ‘D:!hl

o et . Ot o sy i ek,
wly five: ol ok b me
wnd 1 mmﬂlr content. This
My bt uMhm«mnuMmr
md||.ne!n| He loar  five and hal
ucsed from his sore. We -vrr
ol wl running ro arape four—lnerally!
Tbc[wnn and final sige win an obues-
course, complete with 8 gng 4t the
mdmwéf(lndl This was where
procedural erin counsed. A dropped
el was an i

B

s nt feh pointa. Scve
pood abooeens low ottt because
they instincrively pressed spisair o
_hb!l\}d_nim-llh:unwlml«menh.

possions
T Wad i Ve ot i st
Fun, andl o cousev by shin i, the con-

Ilul(n-ufllhwwk

Mu.su«-.llu«mw.

“If chotorminasion
fy - o and Bnady . .

At
countad, | wouks have won
SONDIT. . POINT

ety o s ch i b i e

A white |HI| line marked the way

|I.|¢n|'||nnl  well s fuster & confidence
I sl § s ewing sbans me!
Whan the macch

vl ST Nk W, A
m .

the carget

i caach all here .m,mm pisal

manch!

wn—My‘m h(lu in om the front
reboad, or chear @ jam. Fracsions of @ sec-
M;-mm Illsebw

woald g
ooy sl ity
=aich, The cleh mrmbery west ost of

Sarve farst shooter I-h
stousd "y 1 the feing line. Hin 1 weat up t check my tatpers and cunted
‘of astici s el of the very coulds’

l'uu Time | wesa with Seeve s thest with

IR

1umnmuurm-wm firing

with ehe club. | hasd been W,

But they .mw.l = an sy othet oW

st The ol hed b, shecsing o
gy ewn

e
i) Jeif Cimiped's Anrei-
can Pisol Inatirute i Arisona, including
Sweve.

M

the rounds | “dropped,” |
bt wonder, how could 1 ever bope 1 b
gy o o mattht | wait even sue |
kaw w

Facl

became impartune.
Yook forwand s e i o the

that in my wildest dreama | dide's think |







By Evan P, Marshall

1 there were & contess m determine the worki's most
the

ool wemn wilesprvad scorpance. The reasoss for dhie siona-
tioa, are tarhes complex.

The 41 was inerochuced i 1964, because of the inmsent
demands of wmen for o handgs e woskd provide one
shot stogpiag. power with sonc of the Sndvaninges of the

$37 or A4 Magsus

T bonnits were: N\mdul by Rem-
ingaon for this new caiber. The fir
wan an all-lesd 210 grain s
wadcusior commanly referred o as
the “pakice Inad.” The srcosd we &
ackeeed sarft point Magaurm kasd chat
wn desgned s 3 high welocity buss.
ing lasd
For wome iscxplicable ressan,
same of the departments thar
adopeed the Al ignored the polace
load and aued the jacks

depanments rhat whogaci
mparc ibeir qualdcuicon
scoers fired with che po e prvioudy fievd by
cers using 3% M pd yt g il
o uter, i bl 4 o posmpric, b thia b

the 1o of o tht v
cass, mech i Lon Angeies, baoked m the
u,". o changiag, over 0 & ocw caliber s teiectel the
Al an comase geound lone, Oiber depattments were
reluictass o mbopt the careralge bevamie of it Mg im-

with m

o ore ShO! BiopRing Downt  depend

The 41

TOP CHOICE

B preitabic that the Model 38 was not soll sampl
A1 Military & Police, invteat of A1 Maghim.

T speive o all thow problemu, the A1 Palioe load iy rhe

besi canridge svailabl cofurormen i this comstry

eoday, The 43 Autos is its only rival fioe thia tiele, but 1 doa's
comider it the beat

ehuice a5 4 isue arm. The manual of

"
et full o gun nul) yous'll have Ilfrll M-blmm

The 437 Magnum i geserally the
first ;h:u— of Pulu -Iwm-ﬂm
Boxking for & gam more powey

che traditional .38 Spocial, The 37,
[
oy drambck fur low enfoscement
parpoac

First of all, in the commosly cat-
ried barrel lcngths, its stopping
power it sersouily curailed One

popalar ke, for cxumple, is rated by
the maselacratce s 1330 {nr et
secuad. Lve o
load out of a four inch lwe.lu oy
1142 fievt per sccoad, which s a crii:
cal ks i wopping pewer. The .
3 g expansion for ‘much of
s sopping ability, sad expansion is
Ratpely dependent upun velosiry

Sccond, the 337 has & dangeroas tesdmey 1o ever-
pencie. Tor fifeen moorks before beng, procoted 10
i, v, st M

Tolgmten sl hort g by aad o pedcn Bt Diec
ek i s
Imt-.lh ||IJ 1||m.¢d| d. In twa imarances,

TRy e ——
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NOT QUITE..

By Massad F. Aycob
outed i the deal police service handgun losd, the 41
Mugsumn has been pootly acoepted in the thineen years
of irs. m‘llllbllllY despin =3
lice MAgaion. Mazy of the

's chief rasgraaurer Bob Abernathy sold e,
why it sl work ot “Someoae in the petchaing depart-
mesa, aebirsasily, withour consshing anyone who might
know ahowt firearms dered

range. Bob's feeling was
it the A1y excelien ballistic per-
formance was meaningiess if the
ops m\-\ln 't be trained 1o deliver it
)nu.i. le'n Fatrul asil they
Al Mugnum afier
l\nu u—.m.rm.. g it because their
ausamaric loading maching
contisual probles. We ik thar the

peoblems. Addinonally, we had
ing peublems in developing sccepis:
mibat shoctors wirh thit weapon. Although (Chi

Junes Lambert) personally beBeveld] ke dhe 41 u.,m.m
wich the lighter ksl ox wach reloads did pot develop vech &
peved tha
e dlid problerm wi -
P oad, s I TSP Mugaum. Whea Nevala ruitched

AMEFUCAN MANDGUNNER + NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 1978

agnu

5 & W 41 Mag Model B8 with speed
losders

bk 50 the 357, scones and marale bath sho hack

The peoblema that r\SSfI’Dmd\’HFnlhlhr Al
the Sixticd still cxint today.

Skt baaaacts St e s Wl frw et
funded Bedcesl agensica bk the Serer Service:do all e

e shooring with factory full-basds, itd a rare local or

even ware PD) chat can afford the same. Sbow departmessts
b e i S oM
perchaie 3

lll(" m\(nu 3.0, An Saa Francisca
San Asson

than churning oor

rounds. To my knowledge. no
large “remanufacrarens” peoduce 41
peactice ammo of say kind. There are

o Frw of e gt im polic hams,
ch market jic s there 30 justify
coalig up fur the caliber.

The drop in the qualification
explained away in

the deparments thar dropged the A1
were wiing the too-posent Magnum
cusl: moreower, the radical drop may
have baee cassed in pam by the facr thar the officers wers
v frcamn o sarget o in the .38 5o s full oad in the AL
Horh of tharse are eight aa fa 2 hey o, bet yous've goe 10
L R T preficicacy that

dunn! Belong in law en-
riaa o Jot o s iy Blas ol i
shor of Elmer Keith will sfmir, are virnual rodlabie

Bt s



TOP CHOICE

357 penerrared » frion snd wrwck them. This over-
penetration x regardiens of b trpe o bullet v
Third, the mpuk‘inrudmnul:n’ full parwrs 5\ Iu-n!u

sarcy und cxpeme, San Ao, Texat, sfer 3
v P yhepo us handgums
ghow the Mol 38 Ther e e 0 ohain 400 Model

accurats
weight revalvers vach as ihe SKW Mosdel 19 ar :m
ey Sin merely compound the prublem, Furtbersor,
Naicont Cut veveilly woety dapacimss i voes e

337 s .38 wadcutters fur salificaticn
Ferereh, s chesin mazimme effcctivencs wich the 337
you need o bollow point losd. This type of ammasicion
o hons probdems, and moar de-

arimeass pr [N
Naone of the above peoblems exin when the A1 wich the
police boad s used. With s velocity of under 1,000 feer per

d ficd rom e four inch barrel, hi lowd sl

rating aver () on the Hancher Relarive Swoppeng Pow-

e week at & price oaly 320 bigher than
she Moded :m.wmhm immwing
ill ancther aften beard crticiem in the unavailshility of

facvory ammunition snd relcady for practice. San Antosio
= i B R i %

ingecm ir & fiw ek s, and currenily gt her ot at
$3.30 per box of fifty. They baveat capericnced ey &iffi-
culty in palifying with: e Model 58, wm-m{m
wlficers buve qualified with the A1 pobce

The AL bat Jong, beea crilized bm...—dnmk .1

foe the law seven ;.--..um-nu I\rkrn-mlnml ma
mamber of “panic sinisioss over the yean Pve sever found

er scale. A ating of 30 i conskdered e
minimum eaieg e shae stup-

Pping perwer.

The A1 Folice Load s an ldeal uban
e, becsun of iy adequase

eeirmion, [ ben sble v ot

s band infoschition 0w W policn whoos-

m,.._....m.. load. Ning were nos-faral one

e, while the sench was 2 fatal Nome

5 s Lioed e

thnough woundy
1 spite of irs limsed

penetration, i b ade-
ades.

nare the scrivities u‘xhe Febon insidde, withou

endangering innocent bysanders.
Muzale o wod flash are

vt a problem with the police
. Bocwne of the Model 355 41 ounce weight, its appar-
et recoil is imilar w0 the .38 police service losd In & SK
Modd 10,
Fustbermare, the lead buller 41 kad cannot be stracknl
o "Geneva Conventian” grounds. The lesd wrs-wadoynes
civates none of the controveryy thar

1,

semi-jackatud bal-
low points do whes

seen i the olficer’s amms boo

Oac whvantage of the bl 38, that's often
s thae when abierved in the alfcer's holser it i ofees
Magaim

mysel in chis kind of & bisd, Tve carrled twer buses of 41
ameno in sy beief case foe years, but have sever secded it in
spite of hessg invebved in lage scale civil disturbances.

The fiekl of handgun hundisg finds the 41 -
widely ignured as thar of kew caforcement. The A1 Is aver-
shadowrd by the 44 Magnum with ins w wperw-r

Furst of all, typial fcrory osds shoukd b compared. With
chis i mina, | loaded wp my grar s Beaded 1o de neares
runige. A Ruger Biackhawk in 41 Magrum and Sk 0 Model
29 in 44 Magnum wore used; both with 615" harrels. An
Oochiler Madel || Chronograph. wich dyse o was wied
eheck velonities. The revults are liresd below-

My, ME
Remingon Al 2108 MO39 R I
Weschester Al 20x BADS fm . I
Remingson 44 2405 i e . Iba

al AL 240 | . Thi
Remingon A4 240gr . Ibs
Wiachewer 44 240 g b

v 4 200 g 1439 s . Ibs
Unfitresately, cherr ian't a facsary bollow paint boad for

. Conwequeniy, ihe 41 frhmnlgwtind

minaken for & S&W Model 10. The beacfits of s
T

Pevoluer e
bvious.

Anoiber objeetion wikced againat the Model 38 i ies sup-

d xpanded the A1 wod point lowds.
wmn...mh the Fod-
Guwemmest, ol oo 44 Magnum kosd outperiarsed




NOT QUITE

= rapid combat fier. Mareover, e buller will almont cer-
tainly rxie 4 felon’s body,

1. Mayba
atiorng

90 kil wsy ess bystasder sinuated behind him. lﬂlnﬂ!h

mu:nu whi rried the AL were's using Magnum
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the Remington .41 Magnum jsp load on
the Relative Incapacitation Index scale.
This was the Speer 200 grain jhp load.
This partcular load has a bullet that ex-
pands violently in every test medium I've
tried. It seems obvious to me that if the
Remington .41 load had been a jhp design
it would have out-performed any .44
Magnum load in these tests.

A comparison of handloads in these two
calibers is even more enlightening. Again
the Ruger .41 and S&W .44 Magnum with
the 614" barrel were used. The results are
shown below:

on the other hand, is readily available at
current retail price. It’s an excellent hunt-
ing handgun, and its substantially lighter
weight makes it much more enjoyable to
carry for extended distances. My Ruger
41 is extremely accurate, and I wouldn’t
trade it for any .44 Magnum currently in
production.

All in all, it depends whether you want
to go along with the crowd or think for
yourself. As a Cop, I've depended upon
the .41 for the last seven years and it's
never let me down. Whether your target
has two legs or four, the .41 Magnum
should be your
first choice.

Load

.41-200 gr. jhp
.44-200 gr. jhp
.41-200 gr. jhp
.44-200 gr. jhp
41-220 gr. jsp
.44-225 gr. jhp

18.5 gr.
20.0 gr.
17.5 gr.
20.0 gr.

19.0 gr. 2400
22.0 gr. 2400
630
630
630
630

M.V.
1404 fps
1389 fps
1423 fps
1378 fps
1326 fps
1422 fps

M.E.
877 ft. Ibs
856 ft. Ibs
896 ft. lbs
842 ft. Ibs
856 ft. Ibs

1009 ft. 1bs

As shown above, only one .44 handload
outperformed the .41 handloads. In all
the other instances, the .41 offered better
performance with less powder required.
Frankly, 1 was more than pleased wich the
outcome. As a longtime .41 advocate, I
was fully prepared to argue that the .41
was more efficient because it offered 10%
less power with 20% less recoil than the
.44 Magnum. Obviously, there's no need
to resort to such arguments.

Why then does the .41 play second fid-
dle to the .44? I guess it's probably be-
cause most people rely on factory velocity
and energy figures on which to base their
decisions. Obviously, either the .41 or .44
are excellent huating weapons with su-
perb stopping power. The .44 Magnum,
however, just doesn't outperform the .41
as we've.been led to believe.

Furthermore, while they're most reluc-
tant to admit it, most .44 hunters shoot
reduced loads a majority of the time. Even
Elmer Keith's famous .44 load of 22.0
grains of 2400 and a semi-wadcutter lead
slug was a full 2.0 grains below maximum
when he introduced ic!

One well-known handgun hunter on
the staff of a rival publication has replaced
his .44 with a .41, because he was un-
able to determine any difference in the
reaction of the game he shot. His arthrit-
ic hands, however, can easily tell the
difference.

Availability of guns is another point in
favor of the .41 Magnum. While Model
58s and 57s are not easy to locate these
days, they're considerably easier to find
than Model 29s. While their prices are
inflated like the 29s, they're generally
substantially cheaper than the S&W .44
Magnums. Even the Ruger Super Black-
hawk is difficult to find, and often subject
to the same inflated price tactic used with
the hard to get Smiths.

The Ruger Blackhawk in .41 Magnum,

NOT QUITE....

power. Some (usually semi-jacketed soft
nose) will still overpenetrate, and some
(lighter hollowpoints) will fail occasionally
on tough oblique surfaces like a curving
windshield. But when you trade off the
control, the accuracy that can be trained
into the average policeman, 1 think the
balance tips in favor of a good .38 Special
load in a mid-frame revolver, over the .41
Police round in 2 Model 58. “The power
is useless if it misses the target.”

LS u

Enough police stuff for a moment; let's
look at the buntsman's fields; even here
the .41 hasn’t sold like hotcakes either. “A
.44 scaled down by 109%™ is how most
outdoorsmen think of it, though at long
range, because of slightly better sectional
density, it comes closer to the .44 than
that. The fact is, though, that ACLU
doesn't care what you shoot at animals,
and the .44 Magnum does give you an edge
on game. The .44 gives a bigger hole for
shock and for tracking, more punch at the
instant of impact, and it's a lot easier to
work up super-accurate .44 loads than .41
combinations.

To the outdoorsman, the .41's real ad-
vantage comes by going to the Ruger line
where you can buy one for about a half

—

hundred less than a comparable .44.

It's interesting to note that many people
are using a .41 in metallic silhouette com-
petition, where its better sectional density
shows up well on 200-yd. steel rams. But
most of the winners are scill using the .44.

Versatility? I doo't find that quality in
the .41, even when you look at it just
from the police standpoint. In Amarillo,
Texas, one of the first departments to go
to the .41 and one of the few to sray with
it, they carry the gun with police loads, 6
more of the same on the belt, and six
spare Magnum rounds in case they have to
shoot through barricades. Bur compare
chat to the .38, .357, 9mm, or even .45
ACP: all can fire midrange target loads (if
you call S&W's semi-wadcutter 9mm
that), all are available in vari-weight hol-
lowpoint configurations, and all can be
had in potent Glaser Safety Slugs, or in
conventional or KTW armor-piercing
mode for special police operations.
Whether your assignment is stakeout,
siege, or routine patrol on the street of
the highway, there's a load specifically for
your purposes. In the .41, you have but
one controllable cartridge.

So what's the alternative? Well, for al-
most any purpose you've got in mind,
there’s a handgun better suited for the
task. An issue gun for rank-and-file cops
who don’t shoot too much and don’t par-
ticularly care, and who are increasingly
likely to have small hands? The .38 Spe-
cial, with “exotic” hot loads cailored to the
locale and the assignment will make for
surer hits, faster shooting against multiple
opponents, and generally quicker
life-saving.

A gun for the cop who can carry what
he wants, and has made a point of know-
ing weapons and being good with them?
The .45 auto gives much greater delivery
of accurate rapid fire, with comparable
stopping power to the .41 Police (or
perhaps better, with readily available hol-
lowpoints). There's more firepower, too,
and more compactness.

For the man who wants the ultimate
combat revolver, and has his own choice?
The .44 Mag with the new Remingron
police-type load would give marginally
better performance and comparable kick
with more off-duty recreational options.
A model 25 .45 ACP target revolver
would give milder recoil, comparable
stopping power and penetration, and
greater versatility, even though you might
have to have the long barrel chopped. It's
interesting to note that when NYCPD
tested the model 58, they also had an
identical prototype gun in .45 ACP cham-
bering, which was found to be easier to
shoot. 1 have no doubt that S&W would
bring it out for a large department order;
it would be simple to make, and could be
produced at the m/38 price. .45 ACP is
the one big-bore handgun round that au-
tomatic reloading machines can easily be
rigged for, and that is available (through
3-D) in cheap, remanufactured practice
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AVAILABILITY CHARTS

Al MAGNUM HANDGUNS
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Bulless — Juckered
110 Sigrra Hisllowe Posnt
200 Speer Hollow Poine
200 Green Bay Wasd Curecr
200 Green Bay Semi-Wad Currer
210 Sierrs Mollow Posst
210 Hornadsy Hollow Poiat
210 Green iy Sem Wl Cuer
220 Speer Saft Poi
225 Green Bay Semi-Wad Cutter Gan Check
245 Green Bay Roand Nose
243 Green Bay Semi-Wad Cutter Gas Check
Factory Loads
d s e
oW oa
. Lutree 210 Porers Soft Point
Heasley & Gibbs, Ba 10, Murphy, OR 97333 210 Win_ Soft Poiat
Sacco, PO, Bos 178, Carpenceria, CA 93013 210 Win. Lead

Lee, 4273 Highway U, Hareford, W1 33027 i ;
N T NOTE: Bullet swaging dics arc svailable for 41 magnusm

from Corbin, P.O, Box 738, Phoeaix, OR 97335 and
Lyman, Middlefield, CT 06435 C-H, Boa 1, Owon, W1 34460,
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By Massad F. Ayoob

Andy Cannon: Police Pistolsmith

hen I first met Andy Cannon, he

was a conservation officer in his
early twenties and a kitchen-table pis-
tolsmith who kept the local gunshops in
business by purchasing a handgun or two a
week as lessons in his self-taught study of
pistol-slickin’.

Back then, those of us who knew him
would walk into a gun dealers, pick up 2
likely-looking used Model 19, and try the
action. If the trigger went back roo slick
and light, we'd demand, “Who sold you
this gun?” If the dealer said, “Um, big guy
in a game warden uniform, 1 think,” we'd
drop the specimen with the same alacricy
as if we'd been shopping in a pet store and
saw hoof-and-mouth symptoms.

But that, like I said, was a long time and
a lot of guns ago. Cannon learned some-
thing with every one of those many, many
revolvers. Today, he does one of the best
Smith & Wesson action jobs in the coun-
try, and maybe #he best available on a Dan
Wesson. What's more, though his national
reputation among purists is for his super-
light-triggered PPC match guns, a grow-
ing contingent of Northeastern lawmen
think his biggest contribution is his out-
standing modification of the on-duty serv-
ice revolver.

Andy’s concepts go far beyond the
smoothness of the double-action trigger
pull, but that's the heart of what he does,
so that's where we'll start. Not with a
“how-to,” which nobody can teach in one
magazine article, but with an overview of
the finished product.

There are mulritudes of supposedly
“slicked up” Smith & Wessons floating
around. A lot of those are basement
workshop jobbies. As Andy aptly puts it,
“Too many turkeys clip a few coils off the

Well used 19 shows cylinder latch cut for
speed loaders and trigger and hammer
are polished smooth.

46

Cannon at the bench with the work starting to stack up.

springs, back off three turns on the
mainspriog screw, and say ‘Voila! I've got
an action job and I did it myself!””

In the second category, and nowhere
near as bad, is the guy who doesn't realize
that a litde learning can be a dangerous
thing. The author’s experience is that
every second cop who graduates from che
Smith & Wesson armorer’s school fancies
himself a custom revolver-smith. That two
week course does an exemplary job of
what it is intended for—training mainte-
nance men to keep S&W duty guns in
functional working order—but the arcane
science of almost eliminating felt friction
from between eighteen moving contact
surfaces isn't in the curriculum, and

couldn’t be taught in so short a time if it

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER -«

was. It's like a fresh graduate from an
automotive trade school thinking he’s
ready to soup up Richard Petty’s race car.
Some really great action-slickers are out
there, and with the boom in PPC shoot-
ing, there are more of them. It's like the
martial arts craze of the Bruce Lee years:
Karate instructors came out of the wood-
work, and even though most of them were
schlock, when the whole fad was over
there were still more good sensei left than
there had been before. It's going to slowly
boil down to the same with S&W cus-
tomizers. Right now, in the midst of the
boom period, you've got to pick and
choose. One of the ones I'd pick, having
seen a lot of the best, would be Cannon.
Duty guns are Andy'’s bread and bucter.

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 1978



Here's 4 Cannon Smiths. Clockwise from
top: Towle/Cannon PPC — 19 round butt
with 4” tube — 3" Chief with bobbed
hammer — 4" Model 15 with deluxe
special tune-up.

He takes them down to near a 7 pound
double action pull, yet leaves the hammer
with enough mechanical backup to smack
magnum primers with ctotal reliability. He
has gotten his range-only PPC guns down
toward four pounds, (compared to maybe
12 out of the blue S&W box) though by
doing so he has lightened the trigger re-
turn spring to the extent thar, glass-
smooth bearing surfaces or not, you're
going to get a return failure ar least once
every four or five hundred rounds. In a
macch, you can kick the trigger forward
and not lose much more than ten paper
points. On the street, it's different. “I'm
hitting 99.29% trigger return reliability in
my competition guns,” he says, “but that’s
eight tenths of a per cent short for duty.
In a service weapon, 100% reliability is
where you start from.”

I've shot a lot of Andy's guns, the ones
he’s doing today, and 1 recommend them
without reservation. He's one of the few
people around who can do a really good
job on a J-frame S-shot Smich, with its
nasty litcle coil mainspring; he also works
wonders with the big N-frame S&Ws I'm
personally partial to. But K frames are his
real meat.

He offers two levels of police duty re-
volver work. One is the basic ($30) action
smoothing, which also involves getting
the gun to pre-time for every shot. Smiths
don’t always pre-time (lock the cylinder in
place before the hammer begins to fall, a
desirable condition that prevents last-
instant crigger jerk), and such a modifica-
tion is a basic requirement of the real
S&W aficionado.

Some of what he'll do will depend on-
what he has to work wicth. If your
K-model has a good, tough, rugged main-
spring, he'll carefully polish that, but if he
has any doubt, Cannon will replace it with
an N-frame spring as used on the .357
Magnum model 27, cutting in a lictle re-
lief; chis lightens the action measurably
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while still giving the hammer blow 110%
of the momentum it needs for totally reli-
able primer ignition.

Andy has a finer-honed "Super” action
job for $40-something, which includes
polishing the edges of the trigger and
many other niceties. In fact, unlike many
other "smiths, he likes to polish both trig-
ger and hammer. He considers the S&W
case-hardening on these parts to be purely
cosmetic.

He'll cut Bill Jordan-style relief into
your trigger guard, or round the sharp
edges off your cylinder latch, or put in
one of his own favorite modifications: this
latter is a rounding of the left side of the
frame at the rear of the trigger guard. If
you're right handed, this keeps your fin-
ger from gettng pinched between finger
and frame as can sometimes happen with
certain shaped hands. He'll do the oppo-
site side for southpaws, of course.

Other Cannon specials include a .357
Military & Police converted to 2" barrel in
blue or stainless. This eliminates bulky
adjustable sights, gives a square butt for
better hold in a big hand, takes a half inch
off the front and cuts weight by some four
ounces, leaving you with a very control-
lable, fast-draw .357 snub. I don’t need i,
but a lot of people really dig this concept.
If you want it, have somebody like Andy
do it, because going from the .357-size K
gun to a barrel designed for the .38 frame
can create some subtle headspace prob-
lems in inexperienced hands.

Hammer bobs and other routine jobs
are done for surprisingly small prices. Full
PPC action jobs are done reasonably on a
custom quote basis, with the understand-
ing that you're shooting targets with wadcnt-
ters only, because he doesn’t want one of
his super-light guns getting out on the
street with lives instead of matches resting
on it.

Many officers are now carrying hot
110-grain ammo in their duty .357s. Andy
thinks this is the ideal police load, but
finds that in the Combat Magnum, his
all-time favorite duty gun, Mag 110's
shoot so low that to get point of aim/point
of impact at all reasonable combat dis-
tances, he sometimes has to shave down
the front sight. In this manner, you can
sight in without the rear sight adjustment
resting at the absolute top of the sight-
screw threads, a practice which makes the
unmodified 19 or 66’s sight more vulner-
able to damage if bumped on the squad
car steering wheel. He will likewise mod-
ify fixed-sight S&W's that aren’t shooting
right on with the chosen load. When he
does one of these, you specify the load
you want, and pay for the factory ammo
burned in the laborious testing process.

Andy limits his PPC gun work to stock
revolvers for the Distinguished matches,
and action-work-only for heavy barrel
open class pieces. For some time he was in
de facto partnership wicth John Towle, the
celebrated metallic silhouette shooter and
gunmaker who also does fine construction
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on ribbed, heavy barrelled PPC smichs.
John was doing the superstructures, Andy
the actions. I'm not sure whether this
liaison is still in effect, but it's worth
checking out if PPC is your game.

Andy does maybe a dozen police duty
revolvers for every competition gun he
customizes. His turnaround time is about
a couple of weeks. As with any gunsmith,
replacement parts needed to get the gun
perfect, cost extra. He charges you only
his own price from the factory.

Write to Andy for a current price list. If
you're a cop, and it's your duty gun, in-
clude a photocopy of your 1.D. and he'll
give you scheduling preference.

Andy knows his stuff. He got the bad
guns out of his system a long time ago,
and they paid the dues for the expertise
he now puts into his slicked-up $&Ws and
Dan Wessons. It is significant to note that
he used one of his own 4” Combat Mag-
num service revolver slickies to win the
New Hampshire Police Combat Pistol
Championships (holding the current title),
which (o0 my knowledge is the only
NRA-registered PPC state championship
in the nation restricted to factory-
configuration 4" service revolvers. He has
taken several open-class tournaments with
his Douglas-barrel PPC guns.

Ic's always good to get your #1 equip-
ment customized by a man who plays the
game himself and doesn't just do metal-
work. There are subtle things abour per-
formance in the arena that oanly another
player understands. Cannon is a top-flight
PPC shooter, and also a conservation de-
partment law officer who confronts an
armed man almost every time he makes a
stop. Either place, the guns he works over
carry him through. Whether you waat
your revolver fixed for the street or the
combar range, he knows where you're
coming from, and what you need . . . and
how important it is to you.

He also has remarkably competitive
prices for the work he does. You can con-
tact him at Box 632, Center Harbor, NH
03271.

If 1 didn’t think Andy Cannon was
damn good, 1 wouldn’t give you the ad-

dress, or him this 1

article.

Cannon converts the Model 65 to 2”
barrel. This is more work than it seems.
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New Model Ruger
a Super Trigger

By LOWELL W. ROBERTS
Rugged, accurate, and as hand-

some as a Hollywood hero, the New
Model Ruger Blackhawk continues to
grow in popularity. Innovations in design
and production methods have been com-
bined by the Ruger organization; per-
mitting them to maintain a high level of
quality and safety in their products while
keeping the price at an affordable level.
That this is appreciated by the shooting
public is evident; in my area a dealer
receiving a shipment of these guns is star-
ing at empty shelf space soon after the
news hits the streets. That is high praise
indeed!

While fit and function are adequate
from the manufacturer’s point of view,
the trigger is usually heavy and unac-
ceptably creepy. Most of the serious gun-
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ners I know have found it necessary to
trot almost every new purchase over to
their favorite “smith’s” shop for a trigger
job. My own Schrader trigger pull scale
has more often than not passed the eighty
ounce mark while measuring let-off
weights, and some required a healthy
nudge in addition to the applied spring
tension. Now that’s just fine if you hap-
pen to have direct bloodline ties with that
bionic gent on the tube, but for the aver-
age shooter, it is a condition which de-
stroys accuracy.

Most gun tinkerer’s usually try their
hand at working such a trigger pull down
to an acceptable point once or twice be-
fore giving it up as a bad job. While I've
been successful on a couple of occasions;
it is a job for which I have no love, and
less patience. It isn’t too difficult to ob-
tain a light pull, but a let-off which is both
light and crisp is much more time
consuming. .

For years Colt Single Action fans have
overcome trigger creep by limiting sear
engagement. This was done by fitting a
small pin into the hammer, just below the
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Metal shim should be installed on
hammer as indicated.
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full cock noteh, effectively blocking the
trigger’s rearward movement, While the
method is practical; it never appealed to
me, especially il | had to install the pin.
To do so correctly would at least require
the use of a good dell press, which 1
didn’t have, and fnal fitting would still be
needed 1o obtain a good pull. The pros-
pects of having 1o tank that stub of a pin
in the event ton much metal was removed
left me totally underwhelmed. What 1
wanted was an easy way to reduce the
notch depth in a way thar would let me
start all over again in case | goofed or
wasn't zatisfied, withom having to buy a
new hammer. X

To make a short story shorter, | finally
substituted @ thin metal shim for the pin
normally wsed, and epoxied it onto the
hummer, IT [ wasn't satisfied with the job;
I just heated the shim 1o 200 degrees, and
I could start ull over! Not o very esthetic
form of gunsmithing to be sure. but it
works well and should last indelnitely.

What thickuess should the shim stock
hie? The full eock depth does seenm to vary
somewhar, so you may have to try a
couple of different thicknesses, 've had
success with material that runs between
005" and 009, Since the shim isn't sub-
jected ro any abrasive wearing action,
almost any 2oft metal which can eazily he
cut will do. The shim fitted to my own
gun: and at least three others, was cut
from the flat pressure plate in a Polaroid
color flm pack (SX-T0 type), and has
withstood hundreds of light and heavy
loads,

Sinee any work of this kind requires
disassembly of the gun, it is a good place
to start as there are a couple of other
tips vou may find useful during the
procedure,

If you dan't already have them on your
work hench, it will be a wise move 1o have
a couple of serewdrivers ground to it the
serews exactly, Little detracts more fram
8 gun’s appearance than battered screw
slots. MNext. hunt up the dizassembly

Two coils cut frem the mainspring will
substantially reduce cocking effort but
can also make creep apparent.

sheet that came with your gun and study
it carefully.

The wooden grip panels on the big
Ruger are kept in place by a large roll pin
through the bottom of the grip frame.
They are usually on there tight! Trving to
pry them off the frame is sure to mar
them and looks even worse than butch-
ered screws, Hemove the grip screw and
insert a small diameter punch through the
hole at an angle so the punch strikes the
wood of the opposite panel, not the serew
ferrule. Tap lightfy with a small hammer,
and nudge the panel loose. Fasy does
it—1ti0 hard and you'll damage the grip,

Bring the hammer to full cock and in-
sert a small nail or pin through the hole in
the bottom of the strut. Release the
hammer. Next remove all five grip frame
serews, laking care not to lose the two
little spring and plunger assemblies that
may fall free. If it is loose, push out the "
haminer pin. Most of them [ have encoun- A new metal shim ready to install

tered are so tight they have to be driven
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is sufficient.

out with a wooden dowel whittled to fit
the hole. Use wood as it won't mar the
blued finish. It won't be necessary to re-
move any of the parts held in place by the
trigger pin. The hammer can now be re-
moved by pushing it down toward the bhot-
tom of the frame while held in the one
o'clock position. Progress will be stopped
when the spring loaded plunger strikes
the trigger. Continue to press down; ap-
plying sufficient pressure to compress
this spring, while rotating the hammer to
the three o'clock position. The hammer
and pawl will then come out easily. This
little maneuver sounds more complicated
than it actually is. Examine the hammer
before you start, and it will be apparent
how this can be done.

Cut a small piece of shim material to fit
the rectangular area below the full cock
notch, and flatten it to remove any rough
edges or twists cutting may have caused.
Shape this tiny piece to match the con-
tour of the hammer; clean both hammer
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and shim with a solvent such as lighter
fluid, and epoxy into place. Tweezers
should be used to place and hold the shim
during this operation, especially if the
new Eastman Kodak 910 adhesive is
used. The manufacturer claims it will
bond most anything, and that includes
the skin on your fingers. I like it because
it does away with the overnight waiting
common to other types of epoxy, and is
strong enough to permit testing the com-
bination for “feel” in very few minutes.
While the epoxied hammer is curing,
remove the trigger return spring from the
grip frame. This little gem exerts pres-
sure on the trigger far out of proportion to
its size; actually adding pounds, not
ounces, to the pull weight. When the loop
end of the spring is pressed firmly against
a flat surface the legs on the opposite end
are also touching, or very close to it.
Some of this unneeded strength can be
removed by cautiously bending the indi-
vidual legs upward. Often this is the only
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Bending the legs of the trigger return
spring can reduce the pull weight by
pounds, not ounces. Usually 4"

This hammer, from author’s Super
Blackhawk, has withstood hundreds of
light and heavy loads.

alteration needed to get a light pull.
Grasp the spring with needle nose pliers
close to the coil and bend upward about
14 inch. This is usually sufficient for a
three pound pull, depending on the
smoothness of the engaging surface of the
trigger and hammer. Don’t go too far as
the spring must retain enough power to
positively return the trigger to its forward
position. When the gun is reassembled,
force should still be required to lift the
spring legs high enough to be hooked over
the cross pin.

Now is also the time to take care of one
other little item—that muscle-bound
mainspring. When the trigger is pressed
this monster slams the hammer forward
with all the finesse of a John Wayne
haymaker. The judicious removal of one
or two coils goes a long way towards
teaching it some manners; makes cocking
a heck of a lot smoother too. It can also
make existing creep much more apparent
too; so leave this one until last, if you do it
at all.

By now you should be able to re-
assemble everything and test your hand-
iwork. A few dabs of your favorite slick-
um should be applied to all moving parts;
including the cylinder ratchet, a spot
often overlooked. It isn’t necessary to use
all five screws just for testing; I've found
one on either side of the hammer and the
one in front of the trigger guard will suf-
fice for testing. Of course all five must be
tightly in place before the gun is fired.

As I said before; the foregoing can in
no way be called sophisticated gunsmi-
thing, but when applied with a generous
dollop of common sense, you may find
you have created a well mannered gen-
tleman on your first attempt. Or maybe a
little more tinkering is in order. But, after
your buddy tries your gun, his eyes light
up and he says, “Say now, that’s alright!
How about working my gun over too?”
You just smile to yourself. You don't even

have to tell him ﬂ

how easy it was.
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The Star Model BKM pistol, one of the
smallest, lightest guns made in the 9
m/m Luger chambering.

The Star BKM, field-stripped.

e
Devsvsiiicessisg

The barrel, bushing, and recoil spring
unit. Note the captive recoil spring.

The arrows indicate the long recess
which holds the magazine safety. On this
pistol, it has been removed.

The manual safety lever (arrow) acts di-
rectly on the hammer, and also locks the
slide. A very well-designed safety
system.
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L) "Troubleshooti

Your Han

By J. B. Wood

J. B. Wood’s book, TROUBLESHOOTING YOUR HANDGUN, is available from GUNS
MAGAZINE Book Department, Suite 200, 591 Camino de la Reina, San Diego, CA
92108, for 85.95, postpaid. The book gives similar details on 87 American and foreign

bandguns. These monthly columns are all new material, and arve not included in the present
edition of the book.

This Month:

The STAR BKM

One of the smallest and lightest pistols ever made for the 9 m/m Luger cartridge, the
Star BKM is a reduced version of the previously-made Model BKS. Produced in Eibar,
Spain, the BKM shows the excellent quality and workmanship that have come to be
associated with the products of Bonifacio Echeverria. Although the gun has an external
resemblance to the U.S. Model 1911 pistol, its internal mechanism is entirely different.

The barrel locking system is similar to the Colt, but is simplified to make takedown
and reassembly easier. The firing system is totally unlike our service pistol, with a more
direct linkage than the original Browniog design, a pivoting trigger, and no annoying
grip safety. There is a magazine safety, to prevent firing when the magazine is out, and
this is easily removed. After taking off the grips, the large cross-pin of the magazine
safety can be drifted out to the right. The manual safety does not act on the sear, but
directly blocks the hammer. This engagement actually tips the hammer back, lifting it
slightly away from its engagement with che sear. The firing pin is an inertia type, and the
pistol may be safely carried with the chamber loaded and the hammer fully down,
assuming all parts are original.

Over the past two years, | have seen a number of Star pistols with broken firing pins,
and this includes the two that I own. Since this problem has appeared only recently, and
is not present on older Star pistols, I think there may have been a discrepancy in a
particular production run, an error in the degree of heat treatment. The broken firing
pins that ] have examined were very hard and brittle, and once 1 had replaced them with
new ones made of drill rod, there were no further problems. There is one point in the
design that makes a broken firing pin an additional aggravation. The firing pin is
retained by a short pin located underneath the rear sight, and to replace the firing pin
che sight must be removed. If you have just spent some time carefully adjusting the
sight position before the pin breaks, it can be an occasion for gnashing of teeth.

The original grip panels of the Model BKM are made of walnut, hand-checkered, and
are particularly nice quality. They are secured by two large screws on each side, are
fitted well to the frame, and are not likely to break. It should be noted that in case of
any breakage, grips or parts, replacements are readily available.

As examples of the attention to detail in the design of the Model BKM, and its
execution, there is the indicator on the magazine, which protrudes at the lower rear
edge of the floorplate when the magazine is fully loaded, and the slide latch notch in the
left lower edge of the slide, which is spot-hardened to prevent peening from impact.

The Star Model BKM is one of the very good ones.

Url

The arrow indicates the stop recess for
the slide latch. It may not be visible in our
photo, but there is a slight discoloration
of the blue in this area, showing that the
notch has been spot-hardened to pre-
vent wear.
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Who Reads

year. The funny thing is that although they own 6.8
handguns, they only own 4.4 holsters. And here's one
that surprised us; almost half have used a speed loader
for their revolvers. Another surprise was that more than
60 per cent of readers have one or more pairs of custom
stocks for their handguns, and 46 per cent indicated
that they would buy a pair during the next year.
Perhaps the most intriguing question on the survey
was #10: What handgun calibers do you intend to buy
next year? The leader, of course, was the .45 auto with
fully 20 per cent of the respondents indicating that they
were going to add a Colt .45 auto to their battery.
Coming in second was the .357 Magnum, with 18 per
cent indicating this caliber, and although they were not
specific about the model, chances are that S&W was
the top choice and the Model 19 the most sought after
model. Third place, where 15 per cent responded, was
the .44 Magnum, and if this holds true, the Model 29 will
still be hard to find. Fourth place went to the .22 L.R.

the AMERICAN HANDGUNNER?

In the November/December issue of THE AMERICAN
HANDGUNNER, we published a readership survey to
determine just what kind of audience we had.

To ensure a large number of returns, we offered an
AMERICAN HANDGUNNER shoulder patch to
everyone who answered the survey. That worked well
for us—we received more than 6,000 responses—but
not so well for our readers. In the first place, we did not
expect that great a response; secondly, many of those
who responded failed to put their name and address on
the form. Thus, the patches were mailed out late, and
there were quite a number who did not receive them
because we did not have their address.

The results of the survey are most interesting, and tell
us that our audience is 97% male—but we're not
chauvenistic about it, and welcome all of the women
shooters who want to come aboard—the median age
bracket is 18 to 34, and 62% continued their education
after high school.

Now comes the most interesting part. Would you
believe that the average American Handgunner reader
owns 6.8 handguns and that 2.4 of these have been
either customized or accurized? More than 73 per cent
of our readers bought a new handgun in 1877 and 75
per cent indicated that they would buy an average of
2.1 new handguns in 1978. Fully 73 per cent of our
readers handload and 60 per cent of these said they
would increase their handloading activity in the coming
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with 8 per cent buying one of the many models offering
this chambering next year. Fifth place—and | must say
that this surprised us—went to the .45 Colt with 7 per
cent. Sixth place—another suprise, since we thought it
would rate higher than the .45 Colt—went to the 9mm
Parabellum. There was a tie for 7th place between the
.38 Special and the .44 Special, and that really
surprised us; it would appear that Charter Arms .44
Bulldog is generating a lot of interest.

The .41 Magnum came in next with 3 per cent of the
respondents saying that they would be purchasing this
caliber in the next year. The rest of the calibers
indicated a wide interest among a relatively few
shooters, running from the .22 Jet through the .45/70
(?). Sprinkled in between were such as the .222 and the
30/30, evidently a reflection of the growing popularity of
the silhouette game.

From these results, and others on the survey, we have
a pretty good idea of who our readers are, what they are
shooting and what they expect in the AMERICAN
HANDGUNNER in the future. Be assured that we will
try our best to cover every aspect of handgun
shooting sports.

We want to thank all of those who took the time to
complete the survey. We hope to run another in the
future to spot any trends that may be developing as new
sports are developed and existing sports grow
to maturity.
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WhatsNew

Ranger Fills In Much
Needed Gap
Ranger has perfecred a camouflage

finish for their holsters and belts in
addinon to making a unique derachable

cartridge loop. Heavy 9-10 oz, top-grain
cowhide is used with double weltng and
double row lock stitching. The loops are
offset from the belt for easier removal and
can be snappéd on or off w change
calibers and still use the same belt. Now
you don't have to buy another cartridge
bele every time you change cartridges.
Orher finishes available too and of course
basker weave, if you prefer. Contact

Mr. Danny Hare, Ranger Leather
Produces, Inc., P.O). Bax 3198, East
Camden, Ark. 71701

Nite Site for Handguns

Mo batteries — no wires — no bulbs. A
duy-night combut system allows an
unequalled sight picture for your handgun
in low light sitvations. 1c's self-luminous
and can be used on shotguns wo. A green
lensed, self-luminous front dot s
positioned directly on top of a similarly
self-luminous green bar affixed o the rear
sight, Perfect far night firing competition.
Nire-5Sire, Inc., P.O. Box (), Rosemount,
Minnesom, 55068.
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New Scope Mount for Smith
& Wesson Revolvers

Leupold Sights has added another base o
its ling of "STD" Standard Mounes.
Designed for the Smith & Wesson K or
M-series revolvers, it mounts in the
lacation of the adjustable factory rear
sight. Drilling and tapping of three holes
for (=48 screws is required. Shown here
with the “STD" LOYY rings, the enrire
mount is machined from cold-rolled sreel
to assure posinve alignment and
maximum strengeh. For addinonal
informauon, contact Leupold Sights, clo
Leupold & Stevens, Inc., P.O. Box GBE,
Beaverton, OR 970035,
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Moldad phemtie
and also
REAL WOOD now

Handgun Grips lar
Cluzmpiona

Enginesred oouniours maks your hond port
of your gun

The best for Lowmen, Combat, Flald —
Texrgmi
Alss — Cortridge bowss, powder funnel,
primer [Epper
FITZ *+ P.O. Box 45657 L. A, Califomia 90043
U8 A

Save Your Gun!

A Lubricant/Protecior

Spacifically Formulated
For Only Firearms.

Gun Sav'A provides:
Superb lubrication
= FAusl prolection
+ Water resistance
¢ » Reduced wear
= Resisls load and powder
fauling
[} * No primer penatration
Protect and beautify your
un . . . with Gun Sav'R.
your dealar, A roal
F Sav'R for under $2.00,

YT
CLEANS, LUBRICATES &
PROTECTS ALL LEATHER —
16 oz. CAN $3.00 PPD ;g
CALIF. RES. ADD 6% TAX o N,
ZIP AEROSOL PRODUCTS |
Dept. AH-11 ;

Depl. AH, Winchester, VA 22601
ORDER TODAY!!
21320 DEERING COURT

8 oz CAN $2.00 PPD
_ CANOGA PARK, CA. 91304

TYLER'S “T" GRIP
BETTER SHOOTING
with thiy Emprgesd
conl Alumirum Grip
ADAPTOR. Fer Cal

ord 5 EW MODERM

Revohveds, DURABLE, PRAC-
TICAL—-EASY TO (MSTALL,

THREE ATTRACTIVE FIMISH COUOES

POLISHED wr BLACK GOLD

LER'S TRIGGER &
Durabée light welght cout abuminue for Caole, § & W
and oty meodern pliteli, riflea and 3,
oLk or BLACK nh GOLD FINISH o0

ORDER DHRECT OR AT TOUR FAVDRITE DEALER
Sand moke & model of Mo CO0% pleass,
= Pully Guasramaasd ] ¢ Fosipaid Dalivary,
Genuine Shog Gripa. Lew

MELVIN TYLER MFG. AND DIST.
1326 W. Bithon R, Cklohama City, Okla. T3114
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HOLSTERS OF QUALITY by belt slide, inc.

Dept. AH5.  Box 15303 Austin, TX 78761
(send 25¢ for brochure)
Model 10 For Specify color, Model 12
Most DA Revolvers pistol model, For Lg Frame Autos
Black or Brown and bbl length Black or Brown
Pln $11.95 Basket $13.95 Check or M.O. Pln $11.95 Basket $13.95

postpaid No COD's postpaid

STOCK NO. DESCRIPTION PRICE
1070 Walther pp,ppk/s[New Models) .22ir,.322¢p,.380$26.50
1073 Browning Hi-Power, Model P-35, 9MM Para . . . 26.50
0972 Colt Bisley Model Single Action 31.50
1075 Colt Single Action Army[Pre-WW Il Models]. . . 26.50
0971 Colt Single Action Army[Post WW 11 Models] . . 26.50
1072 Colt Peacemaker, New Frontier .22 26.50
0973 Colt gov't.M/1911 auto,comdr.,ace,gold cup, etc 23.00
0974 Colt Python, other off. pol. Old model Frames Magna
Style 32.50
0975 Colt Python, other off. pol.[stand size replaces factory
wood] 26.50
1071 Ruger Bearcat Single Action .22
0980 Ruger Single 6,Blackhawk[New modelsXR&«RED]ZS 50
1074 Ruger Singie 6, Blackhawk{[Old models XR3] . . 26.50
0378 Ruger Super Blackhawk 31.50
0979 Ruger Security 6, Pol. Serv. 6, Square Butt. . . . 27.50
0983 Smith & Wesson, “J” Frame - Round Butt . . . . 26.50
0984 Smith & Wesson, “J’ Frame - Square Butt .-. . . 26.50
0985 Smith & Wesson, *“K* Frame - Round Butt. . . . 27.50
0986 Smith & Wesson, “K* Frame - Square Butt. . . . 27.50
0987 Smith & Wesson, “N” Frame - Square Butt, . . .
0988 Smith & Wesson, Model 39

Bona Fide Dealer Inquires Solicited.

Best Ivory Grips Available

SOUTHERN GUN EXCHANGE, INC.

High-quatity genuine
STAG once again avail-
able and at REASON-
ABLE prices! Cashier’s
checks, MO's, & COD
requests with orders
shipped same day re-
ceived. Include $1.50
per order to all 48 states.

Manufacturer of “Outrider Brand Grips”
4311 N.E. EXPRESSWAY, ATLANTA (Doraville), GA 30340, 404-934-Guns & 4869

Could you spot the pebble
that could lead to a Killer?

TRAGHKING:

A Blueprmt for

Learning How
gy JACK KEARNY

THE TRACKING BOOK BY AN
UNCHALLENGED AUTHORITY

Jack Kearny has tracked down thou-
sands trying to sneak into the United

SEND CHECK OR M.0.TO: $8-95

States. His tracking skills have led to
scores of adults and children lost in the
wild, and his successes on criminal
cases have made headlines. As author
of the U.S. Border Patrol course on
tracking, Jack has taken his unique
combination of tracking, searching and
teaching and put it into a book.
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“Break-Free”

Tired of cleaning your gun? Now you
can have a really clean firearm with a
minimum of effort!

The manufacturers of a new product
called “BREAK-FREE" state thar the U.S.
Military has rested their product and rated
it with removal of 98% of all firing
residue. An application of

~IRTs SALT
SAND e {CE

“BREAK-FREE" prior to firing will allow
the residue and carbon to be literally
wiped off the surface. In addition to its
cleaning power "BREAK-FREE”
lubricates internal parts to stop wear and
provides a protective coating that will
withstand 900+ hours in a humidity
chamber testand 100+ hours in a 5% salt
spray fog with no effect on metal surfaces.

For more information on thjs amazing
product write: SAN/BAR Corporation,
P.O.Box 11787, Santa Ana, CA 92711 —
Attention: Dwight B. Woodruff, Director
of Marketing Chemicals Division.

New Ear Defender

Unlike conventional passive ear muffs,
Inter-Market's Ear Defender
discriminates sound levels. It permits
unobstructed hearing of normal
conversation, orders, etc. up to 85 decibel

=

sound pressure levels . . . while
(Continued on page 57)
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Huntmg

By George Bredsten

What’s Available to Hunt and Where — Part 11

MISSOURI: Deer may be raken with a
pistol or revolver no smaller cthan 357
calibre. The ammunition used for deer
may not be full metal case, the bullet
weight not less than 60 grains, nor can
there be more than one projectile per dis-
charge.

MONTANA: Handguns may be used to
take any species of big game during the
general firearms season. Handguns shall
not be used to take wacerfowl, pheasant,
partridge, and/or prairie grouse, except
that handguns may be used to take
Franklin's blue, and ruffed grouse.
NEBRASKA: Deer may be hunted with
handguns, but must use 357 Magnum, 41
Magnum, 44 Magnum, 44 Special “Keich”
handload, or 45 Colt “Keith” handload.
Small game may be taken with a handgun,
but it is unlawful to hunt game birds with
a handgun.

NEVADA: Big game (deer) may be
hunted with 357 Magnum, 41 Magnum,
or 44 Magnum pistols or revolvers having
a barrel length of four inches or longer.
Small game, varmints or unprotected spe-
cies may be taken with a handgun,

NEW HAMPSHIRE: A handgun may be
used to hunt with if the person has a valid
New Hampshire hunting license. Hand-
guns of 22 calibre rimfire are oot per-
mitted for taking deer or bear. A handgun
must be carried open to view — not con-
cealed — and it must be unloaded in any
type of vehicle propelled by mechanical
power.

NEW JERSEY: Handguns are not per-
mitted for hunting.

NEW MEXICO: The 357 Magnum, 41
Magnum, and 44 Magnum handguns,
using magnum ammunition may be used
to take deer, bear, cougar, antelope, and
ibex. The 44 Magnum only may be used
to rake elk, oryx, and sheep. Any centre-
fire handgun may be used to take javelina.
Only soft nosed or hollow pointed bullets
may be used to take those species upon
which seasons are established.

NEW YORK: Generally, 2 handgun may
be used to take both small and big game
wherever the use of rifles is permited.
Neither deer nor bear shall be hunted
with a handgun using rimfire ammunition.
Small game and upland game birds may be
taken with handguns. Auto-loading pistols
having barrel lengths over eight inches
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shall not be used for hunting or possessed
— except for a law enforcement officer in
the performance of official duties. A spe-
cial permit is required to possess or carry
a handgun in New York, and out-of-state
permits are NOT recognized by New
York. Non-resident citizens are seldom
able to obrain such a permit, consequently
handgun hunting in New York is effec-
tively limited to residents.

NORTH CAROLINA: In the sixteen
western and west central counties a per-
son on his own land, and others with his
permission may hunt rabbits and squirrels
with pistols having a barrel length of at
least six inches, firing bullets weighing 35
to 70 grains with a muzzle velocity of at
least 1100 fps.

NORTH DAKOTA: Hunting game
birds or game animals with a handgun is
not permitted, but unprotected species
can be taken with a handgun.

OHIO: It is unlawful to use a pistol while
hunting rabbits, quail, pheasants or grouse
on a public hunting area. However, any
calibre pistol may be used when hunting
on private lands, except by persons hunt-
ing migratory birds, wild turkey or deer.
OKLAHOMA: Deer may be taken with
handguns if: handgun has a minimum of a
three and one-half (31%) inch barrel and
fires factory cartridges with a minimum of
75 grains soft-nosed bullet and delivers a
minimum of 500 ft. lbs. of muzzle energy.
Handguns may not be used to hunt elk.
Handguns may be used to take turkey,
squirrel, and rabbit. Furbearers (bobcat,
coyote, striped skunk, spotted skunk,
opossum and badger) no restrictions
indicated.

OREGON: It is unlawful to use pistols or
revolvers to hunt game animals, but non-
protected species may apparently be
huated with handguns.
PENNSYLVANIA: Manually operated
revolvers are lawful for small game — all
seasons except spring gobbler. Manually
operated revolvers are lawful for preda-
tors and unprotected birds. Manually op-
erated revolvers are lawful for big game.
The ammunition must be all lead, lead
alloy, soft nosed or expanding bullet.
RHODE ISLAND: Handguns not per-
mitted for hunting whitetail deer, but
handguns of 22 calibre and smaller may be
used for hunting all small game species.
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SOUTH CAROLINA: Landowner per-
mission required to hunt on private land;
hunter must have valid South Carolina
bunting license and a Game Management
Area Permit, where appropriate. Small
game may be taken only with the 22 rim-
fire. When hunting .Game Management
Area lands, any handgun may be used ex-
cept that specific arms may be prohibited
on certain areas and on special hunts; e.g.,
certain specified areas permit shotguns
only, no handguns permitted on archery
or primitive weapons bunts, nor can 22
rimfire be used to take big game.
SOUTH DAKOTA: Handguns are not
legal for game hunting, but apparently
may be used to rake non-game and/or un-
protected species.

TENNESSEE: Handguns using 22
calibre rimfire ammunition legal for hunt-
ing small game except migratory birds,
and except no handguns allowed for hunt-
ing small game on wildlife management
areas. Handguns using 22 calibre cen-
terfire or smaller ammunition are legal for
hunting groundhogs and crows except
during deer season. Legal for deer, bear
and wild pig are revolvers or pistols
chambered for and using the following
calibres only: 357, 41 and 44 Magnums
and having a barrel length of four (4)
inches or more. Juveniles under the age of
eighteen (18) years of age are prohibited
from using handguns for the purpose of
hunting.

TEXAS: Taking of game animals and game
birds in regulatory counties is limited to
rifles, shotguns and other legal fivearms and
longbows and arrows. Firearms are fur-
ther restricted in all counties as follows: It
is illegal 10 use a 22 calibre jet gun or
rocket gun or any firearm using rimfire
ammunition in taking deer, antelope, elk
and desert bighorn sheep. These methods
are also prohibited in certain Panhandle
counties for taking aoudad sheep. Regu-
latory counties are governed by regu-
lations established by actions of the Texas
Parks and Wildlife Commission. Non-
regulatory counties are governed by gen-
eral law or special statutes as established
by legislative action.

UTAH: No handguns may be used to
take upland game birds. Deer may be
taken with handguns chambered for the
357 Magnum, 41 Magnum, 44 Magnum,
454 Magnum, and the Thompson Con-
tender pistols chambered for the 30-30
and 30 Herrett — provided barrel length
is not less than four inches.
VERMONT: Wherever a rifle may be
used in hunting both small and big game, a
handgun is permitted.

VIRGINIA: Pistols or revolvers 23
calibre or larger with 350 foot pounds
muzzle energy (manufacturer’s rating)
may only be used for hunting non-
migratory game birds and game animals
west of the Blue Ridge, and east of the
Blue Ridge where rifles are legal. Pistols
or revolvers may be used to hunt preda-
tory or undesirable birds and animals
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statewide berween sunrise and sunser.
WASHINGTOMN: Blue, ruffed and
spruce grouse may be hunred with a
handgun. Handguns may apparently be
used ro rake non-game and/or unpro-
tected species, bur may nor be used ro
take big game.

WEST VIRGINIA: Big game can not be
bunted with a handgun, but a person le-
gally licensed to hunt with a 22 calibre
pistol or revolver may use it (o humanely
kill any deer that has been lawfully
wounded or downed by a firearm. Hand-
guns may apparently be used to rake small
game, non-game andfor unprorecred

a wide salaction of loads,

ubricant.

DURACHROME 3-DIE SETS

Pacific's Durachrome pistol dies
have & special hard chroma finks
one-pieca spindle provides mé

!

4

MEW CASE LUBE PAD AND BLOCK
Quwr case lube pad has handy ading hiock
in the easy-open lid. Haavy-duty falt

ad provides Just the right amount of

species.
WISCONSIN: Big game can nor be
hunted with a handgun, bur 22 calibre
rimfire handguns are permirted for taking
fox, rabbirs, raccoon, squirrels and non-
protecred species.
WYOMING: Handguns may be used o
take small game and predators, and while
handguns are not specifically prohibited
for use on big game, the fircarm must use
a cartridge with a bore diameter of ar least
23/100ths of an inch, with a soft or ex-
panding bullet, normally seated 50 as to be
oot less than two inches long,

It should be remembered that the

begins ata
Pacific loading bench.

- PISTOL POWDER MEASURE
"~ Pacific's handy powdar measure
combines accuracy and convenlence
wilh interchangeable bushings lor

SHELL HOLDERS
Pacific's intearchangaabla
shall holders
‘ are hardened
o steel

POWER
“#g" PRESS
Today's
Pacific
maks raicading aasy and

& reloading easy a
enjoyable. We patented the
first C-frame press in 1928

—eaxtra wide, high-dansity,
cast iron construction—
al & price you can sfford,

Blded finish, steel lock nngs provide exact
Adjustment. The unique locki
damage die threads. (Standard ¥"-14 threads.)

ring doas not

Your Pistol handloads deserve Pacific/Hornady

Whatever your handloading needs, you deserve to wark with
Pacific reloading tools and load excellent Hornady bullets. For the
handgunner, Pacific has a complete line of reloading tools and
esquipment that's strong, sasy to use, and proven efficient.

It's all in the Pacific Catalog at your dealer's, or write Pacific.

The most accurate shooting performance begins right at your
Pacific reloading bench.

Send 50¢ for complete
Pacific Catalog (illustrated above).

Aciic roo co, tE AP s

Grand Island, NE 68801

v of Hornmdy
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foregoing summaries are unofficial and
thar legislarive action may have resuleed in
regularions which supercede rhar which
has herein been described. Also, counry
and/ar local ordinances may exist which
further resrrict or even prohibic such
hunring. It is therefore suggested thar the
handgunner, considering & handgun hunt
in an unfamiliar area, contact the appro-
priate State Fish & Game Department
and/or State Law Enforcement Agency for
& copy of the most current information, It
is further emphasized that all handgun
hunters recognize the meed for ethical and
responsible behavior afield. Such be-
havior does help to promote a more
favorable relationship with non-hunters/
non-shooters, which in rurn helps counrer
the derogatory propaganda of the anri-
gun/anti-hunring

factions.

s T . g = g BY -

Uae your custom plan or salect one of Qurs,
Cedar or Pine Log homes, leisure homes,
and cabins from $3200. Plan book $3.50
Dealership information pack §5.

Routs 2- AHG-118 Plymouth, Wi E3073
Piease peng 1) Dealership mlormalion pach §8
[ Plan book $3.50

Enclozed iz §
Mama
Street
Town
Lstatv Zip

Modeis Presently Available for:

5 & W K-Frama Square & Round Butt

5 & W J-Frame Round Butt

s Beauty of wood, strength of spaco
synthetic. » Designed and checkered
Ejarlect hand fit. = Palm swell fits right or

It hand. * Use with any speed loader.
Order: Send $14.85 plus $1.50 shipping—
heck or money arder to:

L5B Custom Gun Shep

124 SW. Broad St. Jesup.Ba. 31545
Dealer Inguiries Invited
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(continued from page 541
automartically dampening any sounds
abave BS decibels.

Such selecrive sound discriminarion is a
disrincr safery advanrage while providing
ample ear protecdon against damaging
pistol reports.

The headset weighs only 22 oz, and can
be worn under work hats or safety
helmets, An on-off switch activates the
Bar Defender which is powered by a
mercury battery having a life cycle of over
50 operaring hours.

The Inter-Marker Ear Defender recails
for $161.50.

For additional informarion, please
contact: Inter-Marker Inc., 1946 Lehigh
Avenue, Glenview, Illinois 60025. Phone:
(312) 729-5330. Aun: Ross Scotr, Sales
Manager,

New .44 Magnum Cartridge

A new 44 Magnum cartridge with a
240-grain Jackered Hollow Poinr buller
was introduced by Smirh & Wessan ar the
Maronal Sporting Goods Association
show in Houston, Texas.

The new carrridge also adds che
240-grain JHP bullet to the line of S&W
AMMUMIton COMponents.

This .44 Magnum bullet was computer
designed to give the serious hunter what
he needs — controlled expansion and
high retention of the bullet’s original
weight.

From an eighr-inch rest barrel, the new
cartridge measured an average muzzle
velocity of 1475 fps.

But the test barrel doesn't tell whart
performance the hunter actually gets in
the field. This sealed-breech device
overstares ballistic performance.

S0 Smirh & Wesson fired the new
carrridge from S&W Model 29 revalvers.

With an 83%-inch barrel, the new
cartridge showed a muzzle velocity of
1410 {ps and muzzle energy of 1060 ft.
Ibs. Residual velocity and energy at 50
yards was still 1238 fps and 844 ft. Ibs.

With a six-inch barrel revolver, muzzle
velocity measured 1307 fps and muzele
energy 911 fr. Ibs. At 50 yards remaining
velocity and eénergy were 1185 fps and
749 fr. lbs.

Schiermeier Get a Grip on Your

Thompson-Contender

Crder the Mow Replacemant Stock and Forearm Today

$1 950 each

- Dillqﬁbl_i fof large calibars
& Parfect fit for two hand shooters
& Available in lef or right hand, please spacily
& Faoraarm lo match stock
= Foraarm gan be wiighloed 1o lessan muzzle jum
® Bonuing Mdllul-ﬂilqlnish
» Ploase specily caliber when ordering forearm
s Exotlc woods available upen request
Sond Chack or MO,
, §1.50 postage

or Masier
Please give o0, dws and on bank cands.

Box 704 - AH Twin Falls, Idaho 83301

Schiermeier

Here’s how
S&W

To build our Models: 78
and 78 CO¢ paliat pis-

tainad the characteristics

that make the Model 41

such a great gun. Tha fine

“feal' of its

slock-to-hand
fit. The bal-
ance, The

ACCUracy.

We put the power
(CO¢ cariridge) oul of the way inside
the handle. Right where the magazine
of the Model 41 goes.

The 8% inch rifled steel barrel (10
lands, right hand twist) gives them ac-
curacy. The fully adjustable rear sight,
Patridge front sight, and a long 10-inch
sight radius gives you maximum oppor-
tunity to take advantage of all the accu-
racy we build into these guns.

Because we want all adults and
teenagers in the family to enjoy them,
we buill
three-way

built
real gun

pellet
pistol

Smith&Wesson

& A Bargor Punia Compaery

safety into the Models
78 and 78 pallet pistols.

tols, we started Single shot
with & real gun. loading. A sep-
The famaous rf arate cocking
SAW Model 41 pe ormance lever. A positive
.22 caliber Au- ™ cross bolt safety.
taloading Target t We gave them ver-
Pistol. And we re- ln 0 a satility. A low power sal-

ting for indoor targel
practice. A high powar
setting with plenty of
punch for plinking in the
figld. And a choice of two
calibers. (Model 78 in .22
caliber and Model 78 in
ATT caliber,)
They're the pellet guns made by
gunmakers. And we make pallats and
COz cartridges to match them in qual-
ity. S&W .22 and . 177 caliber pellets
are precision
made to
help you gel
maximum
accuracy.
SAW COz
cartridges, for
usE in any gun
calling for a 12.5 gram
carlridge, have an extra tight seal that
kaaps them fully charged until you're
ready to use them,
Ask your dealer to show you the pal-
lat pistols with real gun performance.
Smith & Wesson, Springfield,
Masgsachusetis 01101.
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Taking

By Gordon R. Stark

Some Calibers Must Remain
S ome years ago, Col. Charles Askins,

one of the most disunguished au-
thorites on guns of all kinds wrote an
in-depth arucle suggesting the termina-
ton of certain handgun calibers which, in
his mind, had outgrown their usefulness,
The treatise went along the lines that
since some calibers were “berter” than
others, the lesser brothers should be
kicked our.

If we stood steadfastly by the argument
thar any cartridge inferior to another be
scrubbed, abour all the handgunner would
have lefr is the .44 magnum. Really, when
you stop to think abour ir, once you pos-
sess the most, amytbing else seems o pale,
if your sole concern 15 the most power.
Someumes, however, other criteria are far
more important and here is where we get
in to the real mear of our reburtal,

A very valid point was made by Askins,
one o which I'll instanty agree; that is, a
shooter should never select a particular
caliber because of "mawkish sentimen-
tality.” While a large variety of worthless
calibers were cited, athers he candemned
to oblivion have far more than mere sen-
timental value going for theni and rhose
are the principal ones with which we will
be concerned. Actually, when one rakes
his own hard awned dough and lays it on
the line, he shouldn't have o apologize
for his choice of weapon especially if 1t is
capable of defending him. Or, if the piece
is purely for pleasure, the purchase is
made on that basis. In other words, selec-
tion of the handgun should always have
the ultimate use of the weapon kept in
perspective, This is not 1o say there is no
reason for the .44 Magnum’s being. It def-
initely has its place in the hands of the big
game hunter who can deliver his shots on
the money and handle whar most of us
consider to be an inordinare amounr of
recoil. If hunting bear or elk with a hand-
gun is your dish and you don't mind hav-
ing your hand slammed every ume the
gun goes off, then the 44 Magonum may
be ideally suited for you. For those of us
whose needs are less demanding and can-
didly admit the 44 Mag is simply too
much in a handgun, there are numerous
choices available, most of which are su-
perbly accurate and decidedly potent.

In plain, old fashioned loadings, the
A45's are sl considered 1o be mare than

38

Ideally suited for most needs are the
Ruger and Colt with 6%" and 6" barrels
respectively. Hard cast or jacketed bul-
lels recommended,

adequate for self-defense and berer-
than-average on small o medium game at
close ranges. After all, if the factory
loaded .45 could stop & man in his tracks
100 years ago, who's going w argue with
one today?

The better bullet design of the original
.45 Long Colt gives it a decided edge over
its sharter brother, the 4% ACP. Even 50,
the latter rates 60" on the Hatcher Scale
and can normally be relied upon to do the
job 9065 of the time. Modern factory
lads and particularly, newer handloads
have dane much to pur the stubby ACP
on a par with its bigeer mare. Remember,
size alone does nor derermine the power
inherent in a cartridge and the old 45 L C
was designed ar a ume when 40 gr. of
black powder were necessary to send char
massive hunk of lead our ac 200 fps. Mod-
ern powders in the shorter case have acted
as the “equalizer.”

MNow, for those fortunate enough o
possess recent production revolvers such
as the 5 & W 1930, 1950 Target or the
relarively new Ruger .45 Convertible, use
of the .45 auto rim can really soup up this
“dead duck.”

We cannot begin ra place oo much
emphasis on exercising exrreme caurion
when using hot loads in any gun bur be
certain o double thar caution when older
weapons are involved, While the 1917 re-
volvers and their like shordd be used with
modernized ammunition, said ammo must
take into consideration age and condition
of the World War 1 gem.

A truly fine load, one which can safely
be fired from mair 19175, consists of a
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200 gr., plain lead SWC over 7 gr. of
Unigue, Nat only is the SWC superior to
the G1 hardball, velocity from the load
clocks our at close to 1000 fps., a 205
improvement in speed alone. If you hap-
pen to be the lucky owner of an 5§ & W
Target, (1950 ar 1955) or the new Ruger,
yvou can crank our handloads capable of
quire remarkable performance. Given one
of these husky revolvers, (nor automar-
ics!) we can ger into the field of high
speed jackered loads. Somerimes, how-
ever, certain loads thar look just grear on
paper are not only miserable performers
but downright dangerous as well. So, as
we render info on some of the loads tried,
please remember to start out gradually,
working up in tenth grain increments, DO
MNOT start out with maximum loads, re-
gardless of who has tried them before and
glowed of their smashing results. Far bet-
ter to take it easy with 5 or 6 rounds of
each new concoction ta check for signs of
pressure before proceeding ro the next
level. With these admonirions in mind,
here are some of the more common 43
ACP loadings with best results coming
from the auro rim cases,

Backed by 14 gr. of #4756, Speer's
excellent 200 gr. jacketed hollow points
can be pushed out of the nest at abour
1350 fps. with resulting energy of 810 [t

Author's "dream" handgun round is the
3587 with the longer barrel. Here's an
8%" Smith & Wesson. Introduced in
1935, the .357 is still first choice of many.

Ibs. The load is so violent as to make me
question its safety under continual usage,
If you even contemplate trying it, start at
least 2 gr. lower with the powder and
work up ar one-tenth grain intervals. Also,
try o hold down the number of exper-
imenral rounds ro the aforementioned 5
or 6 to avoid needless waste and danger.

My personal preference for a .45
“Magnum" is the 225 gr. buller. This
seems o be a fine compromise berween
good weight and high speed. Speer has
adandy 225 gr. jacketed hollow point
which has a dp of pure lead for beoer
expansion, With @ gr. of Unique, readings
of around 1250 fps. can be reached with
artendant energy of nearly 800 fr. Ibs.
Here, 1 believe it is quite safe to start out
at one (1) gr. below and work up as this
load is nor nearly as ferocious as the
#4736 screamers,

If you want a 250 gr. package, Speer's
JHP has been worked our by expert pis-
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tolero, Jeff Cooper, with 7.2 gr. of
Unique. This top man is a firm believer
that heavier bullers ar somewhar lower
velovites ofler more in the way of “siop-
ping power” than some of the highly
touted speedy lighrer bullers, There are
rwo schools of thoughr on this bur 1, for
one, am not about o argue with Colonel
Cooper!

Elmer Keith recommends his bard cast
250 gr. SWC bullers backed by 7.5 gr. of
Unigue, & load that has been used with
great success by Skeeter Skelwon as well,
Use of pure lead bullers at velocities
above the 1000 mark should be avoided
to prevent barrel leading. Hard cast or
jacketed bullets are far better for speed
and rhen, only in right, late model
revolvers.

Admirredly, the .45 Long Colt offers
somewhat mroe flexibility than the ACP
or auto rim, especially in the area of lam-
ing hot loads. Remembering thar the
looger case requires 30-40% more pow-
der to duplicate the performance just
cited for the auto or auto rim loads, it
would seem the singular advantage here is
the ability to reach near .44 Magnum
levels. Ron Terrell has done much exper-
imenting in this field and, with a 230 gr.
jacketed hollow point buller backed by
12.5 gr. of 700-X powder, achieved over

1300 fps. velocity and a touch past the
900 fr. Ib. mark energywise. Some load,
hmm? Sebjecrively, | would have ro he-
lieve this brure must jolt the shoorer as
much as the big .44. Certainly, more than
the .41 mags.

Whar holds true for the .45%'s fairly well
goes for the ancient .44 Special but then,
why not? After all, the father of the .44
Magnum got his baby born by hot loading
the Special and alerung the handgun
world of its superior possibilities. Elmer
Keith was getting heap big thunder from
his .44 Specials when the word “magnum”™
was relatively new in sidearm wvocabu-
laries. Use of Keith's hard cast 240 gr.
SWC's or the same weighe buller in jack-
ered form can be pushed our ar velociries
of 1200 fps. with 16 or 17 gr. of #2400
powder. And, while | have no proven data
as yet, | would well imagine one could
carefully reach the 18 gr. level with W-W
296G and attain readings approximating the
1300 plateau. 1 base this on the fact that
this marvelous powder can often be used
to produce higher readings with less pres-
sure than than some of the older, more
commonly used powders. As always,
though, such experimentation has to be
guided by carefully working up to maxi-
mum charges and then, only in righe, late
maodel 44 Specials or the .44 Magnum.

Finding suitahle loads in your manuals will
prove fruitless as most of the publishers
are exrremely reluctant ro prine the hareer
stuff. This is perfectly undersrandable
when one considers the huge number of
truly ancient .44 Specials, some of which
are of the breakwop variety. Hor load fbere
relics and you may wind up missing part
of your face,

Along with the srreamlined loads for
the .45z and the .44 Special shines THE
piece | hold our as rhe best-of-the-hest,
the .357 Magnum. | simply cannor re-
strain my enthusiasm for this 40 year old
masterpiece which has more than proven
its reliability and versauliy for virmally
any situation where a handgun can be
called upon for service,

The 357 Magnum, when properly
lpaded and fed through relatively long
barrels, is my answer o the prayer for a
dream handgun round. This is not to say
the shorter barreled versions aren'r fine
under certun conditons but to realize the
full potendal of chis caliber, the 6" o 8 &
3/8" barrel lengths should be used. Re-
member, the super ballistics you normally
read about are tken from the longest bar-
reled piece, o weapon closely approximat-
ing that which introduced the caliber in
1933. To their credit, most loading man-
uals recognize thar cheirs is nor the busi-

\.

sterling .

mark |1 . 380 D/A

If you've been |looking at the world’s most respected names in
.380 double action autoloaders, look again. Sterling has joined the
list of the elite with the new Mark |I. Comparable in performance,
reliability and comfortable handling, our Mark Il is priced considerably
lower. The slim new design of slide, frame and grip, adjustable
target-type sights and rolling block safety make this the best
= value in .380 D/As. Blue, stainless or nickel.

M 211 Grand Strest, Lockport, N.Y. 14084

At your lirearms deabar, Or send for our catalog
Flease anclose 25 cents.

7
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LUBRICATES & PROTECTS
ALL FIREARMS

ORDER TODAY!
& oz, CAN 52.00 PFD
16 oz, CAN $3.00 PPD
CALIF, RES. ADD 6% TAX

ZIP AEROSOL PRODUTTS
DEPT. AH-11
21320 DEERING COURT
% CANOGA PARK, CA. 91304

——

Html‘l': High Relial
Skip Checkered
Shooling Star
Ganuine walnut

stocks for all
hazes of
lndgunnlng
Send 51 for Catalog lo: =
Box 741-H11 HEE;"E, t,."‘: i =
\-‘In Falls, idaho 83301 ~—‘_-d._é,__-,_.-’-’/

L | = A
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LEARN \
The New Pistolcraft
At Jeff Cooper's

API Training Center.
Tha American Pistol Institule s now
ns for raining of police, miltary 3:3
an students (with proper credentials) at tho
new 120-acre training center. Basic course
teaches you o shoot carefully and quickly; to hit
sm. muttiple and moving targets; 1o move cof-
f -mmwmﬂ“ﬁunumwmmmmg
Spond propely @ unexpacted; mi
mare, Unique, proven laaching mothod quickly
Imparts the decisive skills of modern defensive
pistoleraft.
FOR 8-PAGE BROCHURE, SEND $1 to:

The American Pistol Institute
Box 401-E, Paulden, AZ 86334

UNDERCOVER
SHOULDER
HOLSTER #5

rriphimy Avpilably 28 deel
oy or by mail
Wrice for Free Catadog for
ot delsily on templete
Lawrence lme of gver 100
eatfnr fmny malser Tylen and gehet
Dundy far 2" Chiaf and Agani  shogting accessonie

THE GEORGE LAWRENCE CO. u

4 Dirngam

Dept. AH-11
LIIIIIIIII
G0

Trim, neat lising undar
cower shoelder hefster that
camies thar gan bull dovwen
Has mmooth glered |usttar
extimim veth sali Engieh kp

ness to promote awy caliber and quite
correctly have gone to the 6" models for
the bulk of their testing.

Just as barrel lengehs cause variance in
velocity, so does velocity vary as respects
one revolver to another, In spite of this, a
pretry fair rule of thumb rells us thar for
each 2" of barrel cur from the original
8 & 3/8" version, velocity will drop 109,
If this doesn’t quite reach you, whack
30-354% off those juicy figures you see in
the advertsing copy and you'll get a realis-
e figure for your pet "snubbic.” Even the
popular 4" models leave much w be de-
sired when ulimate range and/or power
become factors in one's shooting. If you
think the velocity drop with shoreer bar-
rels is hard to cope with, just look ar the
drop in energy. (Call it stopping power if
you prefer). The drop is staggering.

My 22 year old son has an 5&W Com-
bar Magnum thar is an absolute joy w
shoor, Its double scoon 15 so smooth, |
once got two shots off at a flecing bunny
before either of us knew what was hap-
pening. 1 was especially surprised because
until that time, I had never fired double
action at anything. For short range hunt-
ing, then, or defense ar in-close ranges,
this piece comes quite near (o being peer-
less bue as the rargers ger farther our, limi-
tations of irs 4" barrel become readily
apparent.

One afrernoon, the boy and 1 were lei-
surely popping away at a rack easily the
distance of a pair of NFL goalposts. With
just a slight upward dle of my &' Cole
Trooper, the bulk of my shots were rip-
ping granite with pleasing regulanty. The
4" Combat Maggie, on the other hand,
was rainbowing its shots at an obvious
lower velocity.

We are strictly small game hunters,
plinkers and informal targer shooters. In
our minds, however, we feel the 357 will
stop anything we could ever hope to hunr
in the California environs and 1 would
have no reluctance whartever o choose
thiz caliber if limited to one piece.
Heaven forbid any of us should be so
limired bur for the man seeking one all
around gun, this is probably the one w
consider,

Using 14 gr. of #4756, the long bar-
reled 357 will send a 125 gr. JHP scream-
ing out the muzzle at an incredible 1775
{ps. with energy readings of 875 [ Ibs.
The same load will give you nearly 1600
fps. and close to 700 fr. lhs. of erunch
when fired from the 6" revolvers.

1 tend to favor a somewhar heavier bul-
let and have long used the marvelous
Speer 146 gr. JHP over 16 gr. of #2400,
Larely, I've leaned in the direcrion of the
same buller backed by 18 gr. of W-W 296
which tends o give higher velocites ac
lower pressures. In the long barreled
Smith, you can ger readings of 1650 fps.
and berrer than 850 fr. lbs. of energy. Due
t 1ts heavier weight and supenior ballisuc
coellicient, this load is just about wps for
long range shooting, especially when wind

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER -

and brush are factors. Use the rule of
thumb to determine performance in your
357 remembering that even though the
long barrel gives overall wop readings and
the shorter jobs drop considerably, the 6
or 614" may be best for the compromise
piece. Mo one need apalogize for the nu-
merous flar shooting powerhouses avail-
able in these barrel lengrhs. Ruger, Smith
and Colr all produce excellent weapons in
this caregory.

Moving down the scale a bir, we find a
truly fine old workhorse that would have
been deomed w oblivien long ago had it
not been fora plethora of splendid, up-
dated loads. We are, of course, saluting
the venerable .38 Special. For general
shooting, 5 gr. of Unique corked with
Speer’s pure lead 158 gr. SWC is a dandy.
Grear for targers and considerable power
for animare ohjects. If you are formunare
in having a heavy frame .38 Special, you
can achieve near .357 Magnum per-
formance with the Speer 146 gr. JHP
backed by 10 gr. of #4756. As indicated
before, this powder is & bit raunchy and
should be used with extreme care in heavy
loadings. If you can handle this, it really
does come very close 1o 357 performance
and is far ahead of literally any factory
round labeled "high velocity”™ or other-
wise. You MUST have a heavy frame
piece or forger the heavy loads. There is
no sense pushing any gun beyond irs lim-
its and the .38 Special is cerrainly no ex-
ception. Your safery and the safery of
your fellow shoorers come firse.

Gerring back o our distinguished auo-
thariry, several calibers were cired thar
survive on nostalgia alone and probably
should be redred. Certainly, one of the
most “romantic’ calibers of all ume,
especially the days of the old west, is the
44-40. Just the sound of it gews you,
doesn't it? While certainly capable of
helding its own aganst the .45 Long Colt
as originally loaded, the 44-40 has several
handicaps which place it on the marginal
list for those who intend o shoot & reload
it. The brass is battlenecked, costly and
woefully shore of the versatility easily ob-
rained from either of the .45s or the 44
Special. Bur sentimental value? Ah, that's
somerhing else.

One of the prizes of my humble collec-
tion i5 a gorgeous 1902 Peacemaker in
44-40. As most of you know, calibers
were seldom marked on the 44-40
Peacemakers, Instead, barrels carried the
inscription, "COLT FRONTIER SIX
SHOOTER.” Since mine has the 714"
barrel and 83% or berter ariginal finish,
you can well imagine my joy ar owning the
piece, bur shoor it? No way! Especially,
since my moderare .45%'s will do the job
berrer and my piece of history can be pre-
served for its heritage value.

Much the same can be said for the
38-40 and a variery of other calibers thae
enjoyed immense popularity in days gone
by. Fun to own but that's about it

Now, many calibers are still made that
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really have lictle or nothing going for
them at all. I doubt if I'd lose much sleep
if the .25’s and .32’s were wiped out com-
pletely. Any .38 below the “Special” has
no place in my centerfire battery either.
(Let’s concede that the .22 rimfires are in
a class all their own and are best discussed
as a separate topic.) The handgun industry
is NOT serving the serious minded public
by continuing to provide these peewees
albeit there is a markec for them. And,
that market exists solely because these
low powered duds show up in gun cases
where they'll be seen by women and/or
men of slight build and also palmed off on
to others that simply do not know better.
These are poor excuses indeed for their
continued existence when they are woe-
fully lacking in stopping power and aren’t
really suited for target or hunting chores
either. If my daughter could handle a snub
nosed .38 Special with service loads when
she was merely 8 years old, 1 find it diffi-
cult to justify lesser weaponry for any
adult, regardless of size or sex. All of
which leads us back to the key point: does
the handgun you have in mind fit your
needs as well as your wishes?

Let's admit, then, that there are several
good calibers on the market, some old and
some new, many of which can and will
serve their owners quite well in most
situations. We know the .44 Magnum is
“king" and in the right hands, superior to
all other production handguns. It is not,
however, vital to the batteries of all
shooters, is not necessary to stop the
majority of animate targets faced by
handgunners and should not even be con-
sidered by big game hunters unless they
are committed to reasonably close shot
placement. By virtue of its beacing ouc all
competitors on the basis of sheer, raw
power, it literally makes the remainder of
the calibers “obsolete.” You simply must
adhere to this single line of philosophy or
be guilty of hypocrisy. To say one well-
liked caliber should be junked while 5 or
6 others, quite possibly mediocre, be re-
tained, is pure double talk.

We suggest that the .357 Magoum
seems best suited for today’s “one choice”
handgunner but also feel one equipped
with an equally impressive souped-up .45
or .44 Special in late model revolvers may
be just as well off. If the above are out of
the question for one reason or another, a
solid .38 Special should fill in rather
nicely.

So, before you let someone tell you
your pet handgun is obsolete, take a good
second look at the piece. If it's accurare,
sound, easily reloaded with a variety of
quality rounds and puts out 400 ft. lbs. or
better, quite possibly, you already have all
that's necessary for the majority of your
handgun shooting needs. If the weapon is
capable of safely cranking out 800 ft. Ibs.,
then you have real magnum power and
nobody in his right mind is going to call

that kiod of a pistol “obsolete.”
I rest my case.

© 19ISWITARN, IKC

CALIF. RES. ADD 6% TAX
ZIp AEROSOL PRODUCTS

21320 DEERING COURT
kgCANOGA PARK, CA. 91304
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CLEANS & DEGREASES
ALL FIREARMS

ORDER TODAY!!
8 oz. CAN $2.00 PPD
16 oz. CAN $3.00 PPD

NU-LINE GUNS
“UNDER RIB”

PPC GUNS BUILY 4’ BULL BARRELS

MANDGUN REUMED

KANDGUN CYLINDERS AECHAMDESRED

JAY SOOTY GRaPS & COLY PARTE — £10 MIN. ORDIA
SAW SIGMTS WSTALLIO ON OOLY SLIDES
SAWMOD. M TO M SPECULL S LC

6" Python Barrels $49.00 prepaid.

NU-LINE GUNS
3727 JENNINGS ROAD, DEPT. AH
ST. LOUIS, MO. 63121
1-314-363-3907

Dept. AH-11

On
Shggtmg

That is exactly what I thought you would say. Even if Doc San-
derson and I get some shooters mad enough to vote us out next
board election, we still got to argy for trying this change. It's long
over due if the US ever gonna raise up some young shooters who
can beat them International furners.

Onliest purpose of all this is to give shooters some choice over
having some international style matches on ranges they already
got, with pistols they already got. I can recollect the same swivet
when the x ring was put ON targets just a spell back. Had a feller
call me other night all the way from New Jersey, hollers into the
phone first thing, what did 1 think of this NRA thing. Took me five
minutes of his 'spensive long distance time to find out he’s got it in
his head the new 2400 would do away with his 2700 matches. Not
so. It would be something sponsors could add to their match pro-
grams if they wanted to. Calmed him down a mite more and now he
wants me to work for the new changes in course and target. Most
folks do when they stop to figger some.

1 did not get elected by being a politician and I may get removed
from office for not being one. I am gonna speak up for what I think
the Majority of shooters want. If we get the new idea tried, Doc
Sanderson’s folks around Wimauma ought to say he did his part
(he’s on the Executive Committee, you know). The ones who don’t
even want it tried will say that Communist Nat Hale’s ixperiment is
gonna ruin “their” game.

Once we quit back and forthing, hope we can get started on the
committee’s long range shooter development jdea. Us civilians
been gettin our brains beat out by the military with the help of our
own tax dollars long enuf. Time we get some needy money going to
the civilian shooters.

Jerry Risson knew well and good what I was gettin into in this
Directors job. When I asked him to vote for me, he said Nat, you
sure you want it? I do, ’sides I got 30 years before I catch up with
Mr. Hottingdon, and can get on the Executive Council.

Nat
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Pistolsmithing

By George C. Nonte Jr.

GEORGE C. NONTE, JR. 1926 /197§

T is with deep repree that we announce thar George Nonte passed away on Junme
I, 1978, A regular contribator to our magasines for more than 10 years,

Gleorge's abiliiy to comvey b5 vast dnowledee of small arms and ammaniiton in an
enteriaining and wnderstandable manner will be sorely miszed by the many thou-
seeneds who follewed Ais weitings here and in &5 more than 2000 other articles and
20 beroks,

Thase wihe faew bim only throwgh &is weiting were deprived of a personal
assovialion that was al the sane time enfoyalde and edwcational,

Chur deepese and most sincere regrers are extended o &is family and kis associales.

The Sraff of The AMERICAN HANDGUNNER
e ~
I “ P Fits over § & W mode! 13 frant sight without altering
TROOPER

ON PATROL

A New Concept in
Service Weapanry

TOP YOUR WEAPON WITH

A PATENTED WINGED
“—"-"A T ADJUSTABLE WINDAGE &
LEL ror
it ELEVATION SIGHT RIB
‘f;ﬂ""'-" USES ARE FOR: Police Combat - Big Game Hand-
dp0MNs gun Hunting * Everyday Carried Duty Wear + And

For Metallic Sithouette

For & & W model Heavy Barrel 10-13-58-64 and
65, Easy instaliation—Drill & Tap for two 6-40 allen
head cap screws. Price 549.00.

—
SEMI-FLAP STYLE
Helsters for the Modifled SAW Pistals.
Covars Sight and Hammer, Plain or
Basket Weave for 21" Belts. Black
only. Price $26.00.

BO-MAR SIGHTING SYSTEMS
[~ Department AH, Carthage, Texas 75633

IMPROVE ACCURACY

Beduce Reeoil and Wuggle Jump
WILL NOT CHANGE BALLISTICS

@Iwm ARMS, INC.

FHOME [113] 4488737
FOOIS 5 RIVER BO /sl CLEMEMS, MICH. 48043

Eaktind by 1L Whitn Latansion i
WLE. Patont
[E5 5]

Handguns & Rifle

New Stainless Steel .45 Auro

During the recent NRA show in Sale
Lake City, Utah, O. F. Mossberg & Sons,
Inc., introduced their all new stunless
steel Military-Combat .45 ACP pistol.
The gun is manufacrured in North Haven,
Connecricut, by Mossherg under a
licensing arrangement with A.1.G.
Corporation, a Mossherg subsidiary.
Mossherg, as the exclusive distriburar,
will handle all sales and markering.

Making rthe announcement, Ran Fine,
Vice President Markering/Sales relared
the following derails abour their new
produce; "Our Military Combar 45 15
constructed of all stainless sweel
investment cast parts. In additon w s
sturdy construction, the 45's weighe is
about 36 punces, unloaded, and is 715"
overall in length with a 47 barrel, Slightly
smaller than other 45s, its cartridge
capacity is six rounds in the clip and one in
the chamber. This single-action autw’s
dual safery disengages the rrigger and also
prevents the hammer from striking the
firing pin. The safery levers are located on
both sides of the rear of the slide and can

be easily moved forward to the "off
positon by right and lefr-handed
shoorters. Designed with the ‘combar’
shooter in mind, we made the trigger
adjustable for pull and over-rravel and
serrated the face to make it a non-slip
surface. For improved performance the
barrel has a posinve lock-up system with a
long-wearing locking block and integral
feed ramp. A target style screw-in barrel
bushing improves accuracy. Protected,
adjustable rear sight and serrated blade
front sight enhance the smooth profile.
The extended slide release and combat
rrigger guard are added features the
shooter will find worthwhile,”

The A.L.G. Military Combar .45 frame
and slide rop are sarin finished and the
shide sides are polished; has blued sighrs
and checkered black composition grips.
Availability 15 scheduled for early fall wich
a suggested rewal price of $349.50.

For addinonal informanon, conract
O, F. Mossberg & Sons, Inc., 7 Grasso
Avenue, Morth Haven,

Connecticur 06473,
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Detonics 45 ACP

The Detonics .45 caliber autoloading
pistol is now available in Satin nickel
complimenting the standard blue finish.

During its first two years the Detonics .45

ACP has enjoyed the privilege of being
chosen as the across-the-board
replacement for all present .38 caliber

(Continued on page 68)

CAMOUFLAGE LEATHER!

Plus other unique finishes
and advanced designs for
» Holsters - Belts - Rifte Slings
SEND FOR FREE COLOR BROCHURE
RANGER LEATHER PRODUCTS
Marketed Exclusively By
1602 Stemmons, Sulte C-12
Carrollton, Tx. 75006  (214) 245-7911

MOOERN — OBSOLETE — FOREIGN
DOMESTIC - MILITARY - SPORTING

WORLD'S LAHGEST SUPPLIER
GIANT CATALOG #7
$2 00 POD T

lJ N-m,AR
NUMRICH ARMS CORP.
Box AH118 , West Hurley, New York 12451

M500 CHRONOGRAPH

VELOCITY TEST YOUR RELOADS

complel& systems
from

$79.95

WRITE FOR FREE |
TEST REPORT:

CUSTOM CHRONOGRAPH CO.-A
Rt. 1 Box 193-A Tonasket, WA 08855

(" ey

DEALER IN COMBAT AUTOMATICS *
By James W. Hoag
Guns currently in stock include Master
Class, Class A and Class B, available
| in Hard Chrome or Blue finish with

Smith & Wesson or Bo-Mar sights.
Also a full line of Smith & Wesson or
Colt handguns.
I PHONE (704) 274-4572 (24 Hour Answering)

1270 Hendersonville Rd., Plaza South

P.O. Box 5704, Asheville, NC 28803

et s e .

AMMO POUCH

FAST! QUIET!
CONVENIENT!
GCOMFORTABLE!

Ruggedly constructed
of rust-colored suede
cowhide, the QWIK
AMMO POUCH is
the smart, easy
way to carry
extra ;}nmo on
your big game
hunt. Fingertip
flip-open action
gives instant
access to shells. Fits
belts up to 37
Three models:
27-204 Double {14-shell) Pouch Only
27-202 Double (14-shell) Pouch with Knife Case (shawn)

27-203 Single (7-shell) Pouch with Knife Case and

1.D. Pocket

Prices from $13.50 to $17.40

Other Hunter speciaities featuring high quality st fow
prices:

Holsters, Belts, Slings, Rifle Scabbards and Cases,
Shell Bags and Carriers, Polica Equipment. See your
dealer or write for complete catalog.

Superlor Craftsmanship in Leather

3300 W. 71st Ave. AH-11Westminster, CO 80030

INTRODUCING .

SEND FOR CATALOG TODAY!

THE NEW CROWN CITY FRAME

$39.95*

AND ... .

For years we have had a reputation for re-

liability in distribution of 1911-A 1 receivers.

Now we are pleased to announce the avail-
ability of our new Crown City frames. These
are available in carbon steel, stainless steel,
and lightweight versions—in either Govem-
ment Model or Commander lengths.

$45.95*

You will find the Crown City frames to be
equal to or better than any other commer-
cial receiver. The lightweight is made of
tough 380 alloy. The 4140 steel and 416
stainless are heat-treated, machined to ex-
act specifications, the surfaces are com-
pletely polished with all unsightly casting
seams and marks removed; the steel and
lightweight surfaces are finished in black
oxide, with stainless steel sandblasted to a
matte finish.

#0888 84088 600008000 CCDIROBOEBERRES

D Yes send me your aew dipsirated calaiog on Crowa City 45's.
s, Amms frames shdes, padts kils, accessongs | enclose
$100 pastage and handling Dealars — send FRL also for prce st

NAME

ADDRESS

cIiry STATE 1P

assOOPEOGRIOGISIRGERSO ¥
FOROGOPIELSIISISIERLES

S0 OBEPEPIREIENELNIBEETIDOIBENOSRGS

THE NEW CROWN CITY SLIDE

The Crown City Slide is available in 4140
Steel or 416 Stainless. Slides come com-
plete with Gl front sight instalied. Com-
mander length steel and stainless slides
also available {(shorten 3/4 inch—must be
used with full length frames).

*Deaior prices shown. SIMAless frames and slides ars $10.00 more. Add shipping.

CROWN
CITY
ARMS

P.O. Box 1126-AH
Cortland, N.Y. 13045

6071763-0194
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By Evan Marshall

The .380 Auto

decade ago, if a police officer or citizen licensed o carry a

concealed weapon would have informed his friends thac

he was relying on 2 .380 Auto for his personal protection, they
would have shook their heads in disbelief.

Times change however, and today the 9mm Short is a highly
popular weapon for this purpose. The reason behingd this, of
course, is the dramaric upgrading of the effectiveness of 380
loads available. As was true in several other inseances, Lee Jucras
of Super Vel was inttially responsible for this state of affairs.

Lee introduced an 88 grain JHP Joad that offered substancial
increases in stopping power over the traditional 95 grain FM]
loading. This load produced an honest 950-1,000 fps from a
Walcher and expanded most of the time. Lee readily admitted
that such was the case, but pointed our that the load's more
efficient bullet shape and higher velociry still offered gains in
stopping power even if expansion didn'r rake place.

Shortly after Super Vel went out of business, Smirth & Wes-
son intcoduced an 84 grain JHP {oad for che .380 Auco. [ tesced
some of the initial lots, and was tocally unimpressed. Expansion
was erractic in duxseal, and velocicies were low. L recently,
however, tested some cusreot lots of this load and found that
che new “vecsion” is 2 much better performer and on 2 par with
the other .380 loads available.

Remington has jusc recently produced a JHP load for the
.380, and a quick call to Dick Deitz got me 2 sampling of this
new load just in dme for my deadline for chis column. The
slug is similar in construction co their 9mm and .45 ACP JHP
offerings.

All chese loads were chronographed on my Oehler Model 11
wich skyscreens. Expansion was checked by firing into ten
pound blocks of oil base clay. Accuracy was checked at rwency
yards on the standard IPSC carget, and all produced adequare
accuracy for defensive purposes.

The weapon originally used in testing these loads was a Garcia
“Pony” .380 Auto. Unforrunarely, shortly after these tests be-
gan, cthe gun developed excessive headspace and refused to
function properly. 1 was able, however, to get ooe of Brown-
ing's new 13 shot .380s 10 complete the tests for chis article. The
gun functioned without a hitch right from the beginning, and
with over 300 rounds through the gun without cleaning, 1
haven’c had a single jam.

The various loads are all grouped rogether, so that the reader
can compare the loads casier. The resvles are lisc-
ed below:

Load o Velocity Expansion
1. Remingion 88 grain jhp 1018fps 449"
2. Federal 90 grain jhc  1006fps 453"
3. Speer 88 grain jhp 103 1ps 467"
4. S&W 84 grain jhp 10306fps 456"
S. Super Vel 88 grain jhp 1024fps 469"
6. Frontier 88 grain jhp 1032fps 451"

.
64

Actually, as a quick check of the resules will show, there isn'ta
heck of a lot of difference ia the velocities and expansion results
of che various .380 high performance loads. There was, how-
ever, a marked difference in their reliability of feeding. I bor-
rowed a bunch of unaltered .380s of various makes and tested
the above loads for feeding. The Remington and Prontier feed
in all the weapons uied, with the others giving virtually the
same reliabilicy; about B09%. Prankly though, any weapoo that's
going ta be used for serious social purposes, should be throated
and extensively test-fired.

The Proatier load is produced by Hornady using their excel-
Ient JHP bullet. The Supes Vel is of current production, being
made by H&H Cartridge. H&H uses bullets chat are especially
made fog them by Sierra to their specifications.

Which is best? Frankly, that's a difficult question 1o answer. 1
carey Super Vel in my OMC Backup that rides in an ankle
holster as my summerume second gun. I have no illusions,
however, abourt it being a manscopper. As a last dicch or backup
weapon, ] chink che .380 is an excellent chaice, but relying on it
as a primary means of self-defense is a risk
I refuse to take.
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Here’s what
makes Dan Wesson
revolvers unique.

?9‘:’ |||||

QUICKSHIFT interchangeable barrel
assemblies, available in 212", 4", 6"
and 8" lengths. For target models 10",
12" and 15" lengths are also available
as are 4 styles of barrel shrouds: regu-
lar, regular with ventilated rib, heavy.
heavy with ventilated rib.

Py
§83)

QUICKSHIFT interchangeable walnut
and zebrawood grips in four styles:
Target (smooth or checkered walnut
or zebrawood), Combat (smooth wal-
nut), Sacramento (smooth walnut) or
Traditional (smooth or checkered
walnut). A walnut blank, inletted to
fit the gun, is available for those who
wish to carve their own grip.

2
P

QUICKSHIFT interchangeable froni
sight blades with red inserts are stan-
dard on all target models. Yellow and
white are also available.

Unique placement of the cylinder
laich close to the barrel-cylinder gap
stabilizes the cylinder in its alignment
1o the barrel, aiding accuracy.

A white outline on the rear sight

is standard equipment on all target
models.

Five year warranty

on every revolver

For more information

write Dept. 16W

DanWesson Arms, Inc.

293 Main Street

Monson, Massachusetts 01057 {413) 267-4081
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Anopen letter
from DanWesson

I'm sure as hell not winning any
popularity contests these days.

A lot of people are damned upset
because they’re having a hard time
getting their hands on one of our .38/.357
magnum double-action revolvers.

Just when they’ve discovered that we’re
right when we say our revolvers are

MOST ACCURATE, MOST
VERSATILE, MOST DEPENDABLE
on the market they can’t always find
them around and they blame me.

Well, they should. Because I'm the
ornery son-of-a-gun who's insisting
we go slow while we increase
production. You see, if we increase

ﬁroduction fast to keep up with the
ght compromise the quality of our guns and there’s no

demand we mi
way I'm going to let that happen.

Remember, my family’s been in the gun business for more than a
hundred years and our name’s been on some of the best guns ever made.
I'm proud of that tradition and you can bet I'm not about to let my name
go on just any revolver. It’s got to be the best...and ours is.

Shown:
Model 15-2VH8
with optional
checkered zebra-
wood target grip. @
Another thing. We’re constantly improv-
ing our guns because I'm not satisfied to just
stand still. Sure they’re the best on the market...
but that doesn’t mean they can’t be even better.
So, if you're having a hard time finding
Dan Wesson revolvers blame it on me. If popularity
means just quantity in this day and age —forget it.
Ijust want to make the best double-action revolvers around!

Patented

Shown: Pistol Pac
Model P15-2VH

Isn’t it time you stepped up
to a Dan Wesson?

INCOAPORATED

A Proud Tradition in Firearms
made in Monson, Massachusetts U.S.A.
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=l ANNOUNCING

The GEORGE C. NONTE Annual
Firearms Writer's Awards

Learn at Home

in Spare Time

HOW TO MAKE

MONEN G/ S

With che passing of one of today’s most prolific firearms writers, George Nonte,
the world of firearms liceracure will become aware of a void that will be hard 1o
fill. The thousands of readers of this magazine will surely miss his expestise on
pistolsmithing and his authoritative views on handguns of all types.

To honor and perperuate the writings of this foremosc auchor, we ac The
AMERICAN HANDGUNNER have inscituted a special award which we hope
will not only inspire present day writers but will also encourage new writers in

Tum Your Hobby Into a Profession the firearms field, . .
Be 2 “GUN PRO”—the Man Other Men The rea_ders of this magazine now have_ an opportunity to select the be§t
Respect When It Comes to G fearure article of the year, based on the quality of writing, significance to today's
Spe Mes 1o Luns. handgun interest and clarity. The auchor of the article selected as the best of 1978
gj";g‘_ to ch°ﬂ33 'm"":tQOU"Se‘dQU': will receive a handsome plaque 2nd a cash award of $1,000.
dis)::our:?l'?ouunsz. \O,\'fc;,skpg{gggogtﬁ% glﬁl?::er’ Throughout the ﬁrea.rm_s indusery there were many people, from company
range. Or start your own business — sell presidents to factory technicians, who were friends of George Nonte. Contribu-
or repair guns. It's an exciting, satisfying ting to the cash awards are: Crown City Arms, Colt Ficearms, Charcer Arms, Dan

life that pays you money — and it can be

your life . . . if you act now! Wesson and Scurm, Ruger Co.

: sl Listed below are all of the feature articles elegible for this year's award. Select
As a “Gun Pro” trainee at North the only article you think deserves this honor and write the ditle and author on a

%ﬁ"ﬁ?zﬁ&nﬁf%ﬁﬁs‘)ﬁg&g?LY %?:;cmfgmig;” results are compiled, the winner will be announced in che

If you qualify otherwise, you may obtain a Federal

License t‘u buy an?ﬂ?e'll guns, ammunition and Send yOUI VvOte (o:
Amercan. You San Start maning cxtes coah Sranst American Handgunner
gn:e.g:}as!%lgs?srdering guns for others an a George C. Nonte Awards
5t . . a
: 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200,
IN YOUR FIRST LESSON we reveal a San Diego, CA 92108
ballistics secret that can increase Posccards only, please.

your hunting accuracy dramatically

Your shooting friends will scarcely believe their eyes when
they se¢ how your shooting improves. 1's part of your
training Lo become & gun pro. A simple, casy-to-understand
chart included in your first lesson tells you everything you

el io o I S stiieof S sl iaade e VOTE NOW—ENTER THE TITLE AND AUTHOR
OF YOUR FAVORITE ARTICLE
Most Complete FROM THOSE LISTED:
Course Of Its

Klnd How to buy and sefl guns...
cuslomize, repair and accurize
them . .. fit and finish stocks
... handloading . .. scopes...
ballistics . . . antlque firearms
black powder . . . Importing
guns . . . chokes . . . all you
need to know to answer aimost
., any question about guns, am-
*\_munition, shooting!

A

Here Comes Da Judge!

he new super-lite JUDGE holster by
Bianchi, chat is! To meet the

demand for a light weighe, high-riding
brezkfront holscer, Bianchi announces the
Judge. This 2900 has a flac belt slot design
that pulls che holster close to che body for
best security and concealmenc. Other
varjations include a swivel, breakfront
security, and low-ride models. (Bianchi
Leather Produces, 100 Calle Cortez,
Temecula, CA 92390)

Write for FREE “Gun .

Pro Career Kit"'! g

\ 0!;{ Get free facts and big brochure
packed with information that

* tells how you can learn gun

repair and make money with

A1

WRITE TODAY. . .No Obligation,
Mo Salesman will call.

) “Yralning for the Future through Home Study"-}
1 NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF FIREARMS, Dept NHOASYy
1 4500 Campus Drive., University Plaza, Newpan Boach, CA 926631

: RUSH ME INFORMATION telling how | may bacome !
| 2GUNPRO. :
t |
E NAME AGE |
| ADDRESS :
i 1
ciTy STATE ZIP.
e e e e e i e pymyy
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January/Febeuary 1978 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER

The Smith & Wesson Triple Lock ........... Gordon Stark
Handgunning In Australia ................. John Robinson
Handgun Buffalo Hunt . .....c..ooooeino. .. J. D. Jones
Test Report: Daisy M-62 . .................... Ladd Fanta
The Laramie Conversion ...........couunun.. Byron Boots
AClean Handgun [s...........coiiinn. .. Mike Barach
Dan Wesson-Evolution znd Development . .. .. Mike Barach
Shooting The Dan Wesson................. Massad Ayoob
Customizing and Tune Up-Dan Wesson ..... Massad Ayoob
March/April 1978 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER
Police Combat Macches ....................... J. Osgood
The .357/44 Bobcat .................o.... Massad Ayoob
FlyingBrass .............coiiiiiiiiiin.. Byron Boots
Beretea’s New D.A. Auto Pistols .............. J. B. Wood
Interview: C. Edward Warner/Colt . ....,.... Massad Ayoob
The Kubik Reloader ................ccocnnn. James Mason
An Overview of the World's

PPC Charopionships....................... Jeff Cooper
Equipment and Techniques of World's

PPC Championships .. ................... Ray Chapman
John Farnam: Mobile [nstructor .. .o ...t Massad Ayoob
Bar-Sco Barrels .. ..o i James Mason
Stecling's 45 DAL Auto ...y Terry Hudson

May/June 1978 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER
Introduceion To Handgun Silhouette Shooting .. Elgia Gates

Hammering The OMC Backap . ......0........ J. B, Wood
Safety For the S & W Revolver ............. Maszad Ayoob
Hide Covered Handgun Grips ............. Russ Gaertner
The Litcle Macch ThatCould ... ... ...t Massad Ayoob
Ron Power—Customizing The S& W .. ..... Massad Ayoob

Armand Swenson—Master Of The .45 Auto . Walter Rickelt
Tools Of The Gunslingers George Virgines

The Custom Shop ... o.vviieiiiiiiiiiiiicen J. Osgood
Test Report—Bianchi's PistoleroRig ......... Mike Barach
Complere Guide To Unloading . ............ Gordon Stark
July/August 1978 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER

Evolution Of Modern Piscoleraft .............. Rick Miller
Charter’s .44 Bulldog And Shotloads . .... George C. Noate
Combarizing The Big Star Autoloader ... C. George Charles
Schwarlose Military Pistol ................. Gordon Bruce
TrophyKudu ... Tony Weeks
Search Por The Humongous Bear ... ........... J. D. Jones
Handguns For Sithouetces ............... Bert Stringtellow
Shooting The Smith Nines................. Massad Ayoob
§ & W Autos Por Law Enforcement . ....,... Massad Ayoob
September/October 1978 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER
The Trurth About Mag-Nea-Porc. ............ Massad Ayoob
Discovered-A Race 9MM Webley ........... Gordon Bruce
Superkid Of American Handgunaing........ Massad Ayoob
Buckshot Por Snubbies...................,... Seth Nadel
Custom .22 Auto—The Dieckmann P-66 ... Dennis Riordan
Super4 Teens .. oo e J. D. Jones
Shooting The P.P.C. . ... ... ... ... ... ...... J. D. Weller
Handgun Scocks ........... ... Lol James D. Mason

Nov/Dec, 1978 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER
All feature arricles in this issue are eligible for the 1978

Awards.

Hornady’s New .44 Caliber
240 Grain FM]J

H ornady'’s latest offering was developed specifically
for the practitioners of the fast growing Handgun

Silhouetce sporr, 23 well as big game hunters.

The new FM] features & much thicker jacker, and
harder lead chan was available in previous projectiles.

Benefics include increased energy at the targec —
greater impact. Penetration characteristics are becter than
those of compacable hotlow points, and the extra-thick
jackert assures the bullet’s holding cogether.

Horonady advises tbac no Full Metal Jacketed bullet
should ever be fired from a tubular magazine.

For additional ioformacion, please contact your
Homady Dealer, or: Hornady Manufaccuring Company,
P.O. Box 1848, Grand Island, Nebraska 68801
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eNO BULLET JIGGLE - Cartridges
align perfectly with revolver cylinder.
osRELEASES CARTRIDGES 2 WAYS -
Push loader straight into revolver
and “WHAM-O!”, you're loaded —
in one easy motion — or turn the
knob 1o release the cartridges!

e«NO SPILL ACTION - If dropped. our
reloader will NOT spill ammo as
many others do.

DEPENDABLE... FAST.. . SAFE

This amazing reloader Is an entire-
ly new concept in speed loading.
Insert the cartridges into the reloader
and a simple turn of the knob on top
locks them In. it gives a secure grip.
with fast out-of-case-and-into-revolver
action. Trouble free operation, with
NO JAMS, has made our reloagers

tamous! Pa1L#B.722.126,
OTHER PATS. PEND.

No.103
 OUTY CASE
$10.95
No.102 =
COMPETITION CASE = Plain
$12.95 Plaln
Loather Cases avarlable 1n P{an. Bashel. or Clating

AVAILABLE FROM YOUR LOCAL QUN DEALER

DEALEAS ONLY PLEASE:
HK ’ Call TOLL FREE 1-800-354-8814
tor Dealership/Ordering
‘HRILSACE PAODUEYS Information.
H.K.S. ‘FAILSAFE’ PRODUCTS

132 FIFTH ST, DAYTON, KY.41074
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OHLSSON MODEL 26 PACEMAKER .848 x 57 MAXI-MAG

fFor 26 years Armand Ohlsson lived with a
dream. This little known Fallbrook, Califor-
nia machinist wanted to build the handgun
with the uftimale Halcher Scale stopping
power. From the very start, the gun was
mel by objections from consumer

policeman, A Bos-
lon lawyer who was
Inightened as a child
W by an avtomobile
& backfie insisted on a
= lime-lock that was

; : accessible by remov-

:ienty n%%gesivg en;:;;r gfm:o” o ing the grips with a special
demand for Stronger key. The fatal blow lo the
Model 26 came just aftera Los

salely measures.

Tne covered ham-
mer is lo prevenl ac-
cidental discharge.

Angefes attomey was shol by his
Jealous wife. Numerous leflers
werg sent o the authorities that

made il a felony lo manulacture a

i
g
hi

fon - oy f L
%/ %’B:c;lngle: © nllit™ pistol over .44 magnum with an un-
needed twopeople  ERSRSTS 0000 covered lrigger guard. )
to operate. One The Model 26 now lies in state in the
preferably a retired prestigious U.S. Bar Association’s “We've

Got The Suckers Now'* museum. Tickets are
admittedly now going al stalper's prices bul a
lew are stilt available by waling Mr. Mike Lackowitte at the
U.S Bar Association, Chicago, lilinois.

MINIATURE GUNS
and
ARMS RELATED COLLECTIBLES

BUY — SELL — TRADE — SEND $1.00 FOR CATALOG
TOM MALIA “K”, Box #6, WINFIELD, IL. 60190 U.S.A.

#A-12, P-38
3% Long
$5.00 PPD.

SAFETY VAULT
GRIFIN.  HANDGUN DISPLAY

Beautifully-built cases for all sizes and
types of handguns. Finished in simu-
late sculptured Spanish Oak
with solid brass hardware.
Has built-in changeable com-
bination lock, dust and mois-
ture seal and unique velvet
interior that “automatically”
molds itself to custom fit any
type or size of handgun. Iuteri-
ors are reversible red or black A
CORROSION INHIBITOR prevents ‘
all rusting. Three Old English initials
available at $1.50 extra. A durable high-
uality CASE to protect and display your
avorite weapon.

CASES

1 (>3 P BN 5 & G5t 7 s bty e —-—_—___T ______
Txhx2w - MIBTGRIFFIN CASES, Oquossoc, Maine 04964
9% x 8% x 2%~ ... 46.50| TEL: 207-864-3344 ]

2 x TV x 3" 55 50|Pleuse send me, postpaid, case, Dept. - AH-11
1 )x ," S ot | Sixe—— Quantity Price.
i;é";f":f gg‘ggl‘rhree Gold Initials Price $1.50

x10x3” .... 635.

hure.
YT 91.00=Eu:1|:ase send free color brochure

Check or Money Order | Addrais

State

must accompany order. |
City. Zip
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(Continued from page 63)

snub-nose revolvers and 9mm
autoloaders.

Undisputed in its stopping power, the
Detonics .45 packs the functional
reliability and ballistiz potency of a full
size .45 caliber autoloader into the
diminutive size of the world's most
popular undercover pistols. This high
quality, professional combat weapon
incorporates many features normally
available only through extensive and
expensive customizing. Combat-tuned,
this .45 utilizes a new one-piece recoil
mechanism which dramatically reduces
apparent recoil.

The handgun is being marketed as a
premium quality professional tool,
principally for law enforcement
personnel, combat shooters, and other
serious pistol enthusiasts. Its small size
and large punch make the Detonics .45
one of the most attraccive entries for
undercover, off-duty, self-defense, and
combat carry. Available from top
handgun, sporting goods and law
enforcement distributors nationwide.
Detonics .45 Associates
2500 Seattle Tower
Seattle, Washington 98101

New Pacific Catalog

The 1978 Pacific Reloading Tools
Catalog is 2 complete update of Pacific
Tool Company's line of handloading tools
and accessories. The 43-page catalog
clearly describes familiar Pacific
equipment, as well as many new additions.

Everything for shotshell and rifle/pistol
carcridge reloading, the Pacific Caralog
features ready-to-use metallic press kits,
powder measure scales, Durachrome dies
for all calibers, six Pacific shotshell
reloaders, and additional accessory items
for shotshell loading. Versalite or Verelite
wads, plus a full range of powder charge
bushings, are available through the '78
Pacific Catalog.

Along with the detailed photos and
diagrams of all Pacific products, the
haodloader will find extensive parts lists
and recommended shotshell load
information.

To receive the 1978 Pacific Reloading
Tools Catalog, send 50¢ postage and
handling to: Pacific Tool Company, P.O.
Box 2048, Grand Island, Nebraska

68801. 1
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THE HANDGUN MARKET

Classified ads 25¢ per word ingertion including name and addresz. Payable in advance. Minimum ad 10

words. Closing date Mar./Apr. 1978 issua (on sale Now. ) isJune 15, Print

carafully and mail lo THE AMERIGAN

HANDGUNNER Magazing, 591 Caming de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, Californla 92108,

BOOKS FOR SALE REAL ESTATE
Order thesa fabubous books fraom our extensive hook elub! B\Ll.'.lw GUNS, ATR PISTOLS, CROSSBOWS, THE I‘OW GOVERNMENT LANDS DIGEST . . . A Monthly newspa-
Art of mg;%birgﬂh $19.95, Neow! Exclusive book. ERFUL, SILENT, ACCURATE WEAPONS., BARG per listing Hargnin Lands an low ns $6.80 mern nvail-
RLD by lan H angd John Wesks, PRICE CATALDMG 15¢. CROESSROWMAN, BOX EISE{-M nhie for Eﬂ'\la“nﬂ Frrming, Pasines or Investment . . .
mdvnnee copy $24.85; Pslhu]lmllhmﬁﬂ- arvter, §14.85; No PETALUMA, CA. S45A2 Bend $2.00 for 3 months subscription | Digest, Box

Beennd le\?l’lmrh Jordan, 88 80: Gunsmith Kinks hy
Brownell, §5.85: Rook ul‘ tI%: Rifle bg'miih:_:’;& I!lsh ;Jd:w
postage g for each Wy I
.igfow [ vruh.l for delivery. Order from Guns Classified
Bouka, 581 Caming do ln Beinn, San Diege, DA S2108,

HTATE FISTUL LAWE, Intest pistol on

e, nwtln!ium for nll mm -:‘I FED%?!J‘]UN T...I'W-'g

Eoth booklots $3.00. POLICE BEQUIFMENT CATALOG

$1.00 Echlexinger, 4156 Eul. 52nd St.. New York, NY 10-
.« Department E,

FORT FRZZLE BOOK COMPANY. Books On Firoarmas,
Helonding, Gunamithing, Fishing. Marn, List 26, Dept. 2,
2000 Logter 8t., Las Croces, N ]

RARE, SCARCE, OUT.OF-FRINT BOOKS ON FIRE-
ARMS, EDGED WEAPONS, HUNTING. FISHING,
C. 5100 KEFUNDED, MELVIN MARCHER, 6204
N. YERMONT, CKLAHOMA CITY, OXK T3112.

FREE, MAKE MONEY, Become Gun Doaler At Homa!
Instructions, Application Forma FREE With Purchase ATF
New Gun Dealers Instruction Course, 23 Ch Mamual,
$4.96 Dealers Directory 600+ Whalesalers, $3.50, Federal
Firenrms Laws Manunl, 32.00, Class 111 License A [In-
o I‘m,Lll':& Regulations Manual, §3.00, Your

Gun Laws, 1,50, Hew To Obtain Concealed Gun Fefm.i
£2,00, Dealer Reord Books, NWMC&HIW—MM
19250 .ﬁ.bbntL San Diego, 92107,

FREE, Become A Gun Dealer AL Home! Instructions, Ap-
ietinn Frrmas; §2 Dﬂ or Fﬂo with ATF New Gun Dienlers

metruction Course, 23 pur Manunl; .95, Federal
Firearm Laws Manusl: £2 00, Eu‘ Brata Gun Laws: §2.00,
Deabors Directory 500 $3.50, Denlers Abqul
sition & Disposition Books, Holds 1000 Entries,

Bpecify I“:mu.rm! ar .l.mumhnu $41.85 en.; Clonn [T Li-
cense Mnmun] ow 1o Obéain Conconled

GUN EQUIPMENT

“"UUNS, TEAR GAS, HANDCUFFS, POLICE UIF:
MENT BY MAIL, NO PERMITS REQUIRED. SENT £1.00
FOR CATALOG TO: LAW ENmRIT' \IFNT PRODICTS,
AI00 B, BAYHE, CHICAGO, ILL 063

25561-].{39 Seatthe WA 98125,

SILE\K'-ERS: FOR PISTOLS, RIFLES. Prolesssonal con
lil.wn pluns. Simphe, detwiled, complete denwings,
nru nble. Send 5100, Ernest E. Box 1660, NY. 11326,

Liﬁ.g'hﬂh‘:’{']’i!ﬂ GUN ﬂﬂ.ﬂ Yn"EHEl LEEP, J\Ll:rt:rlhl:rﬂd
{ i eleaning system for handguns. Eliminates g
Saves time, money and work., Removes both lead and pow-
der, Only $19.95, InEn order. Agimatic, Box 366TH, San
Bernardimo, CA 32413

MELLMARK PISTUL SAFE. A practieal fingertip stopa
for your hlhdll.'ll'l Mado ud'huvy gange ateal, fely thE

and dexd apywhere, inconspicus
Mll!_!’ ar wmpl«mgi out llj']‘l.'l. Mount wdér counter,
« i catmper, Lrabler, any place you

muml. wr ball llmLHHLI'..H."I.RK PISTOL E’L hasn
rs'd Inck =0 mn one but you can open e Because it's
hi mu.wu.y and lncked it's ready for use, yet safe from

children. mmrrl criminals, Unboched, you meed only
puu the touch bar lelling the hinged botlom duwn

el
L Imble. Comes ]
wimem, T4 % B fachon 45 x 5&"?.1?{." 5 x %4 inches, 8% x

today or write
for froo brachure. Mellmark . AH, T3 Linwood,
Turlock, CA B5380,

GUNSMITHING

CUSTOM DESIGN

LANEFACTION GUARANTEED

OLD TUCSON %29.95
TOP QUALITY, HEAVY Conti! shal lnans,

Bismnr & lag Hsi, SFECIFT & madal al
g, berreld [omgik & ouliler, ACTULL mwsvwre
whare warn: Chaies ibisch o1 Brawn CES, S Por
Bashsbusave] hdd SL15 o alippi (Cal¥l. Ras.
wid 5% Telpa Tun] (35,00 ber Sywda fiaing « Bali
K balusnr) FREE! witae lor sumplens Tlme,

EL DORADO LEATHER
4723 Gorfield-P.0. Box 581F-Lo Masa, Ca. 92041

Makas remavieg denli in lhl un  barreis
wany. Ui our one bionte n-pmd ng ﬂﬂmh»
slnad ol daviral 0z

AP O M Do, IMH'ﬂI

Beds Ihan standard gia b carred .
NEW EI.INIMITH CATALOG S50  |iem

ien Combat revolvers bullt on Smith & Wesson. Schone

Pl
I!w to Hf-kel.e,gal Euplulﬂ Bullm: Teal, 309 13th A Wast, West Fargo, North Dakota
ummwufémawk Catalog Lising Hundrods ofbooks 38078, i xpe
1 ugulrt:‘ﬁ\;ﬁdnau mm&m Add 10¢ fi ‘f"(ﬂm"
ure, o Ied e BEW Camnverte ]
Pesingn. WR. ﬂ.d.-:m 1825.H Abbott, San Disgo, 82107, o1 o Mag. ag. 36140, Darit “acfl;:ﬂ" ot ﬁ'hﬁpjhm
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES WECELLANEOUS
COLLECTORS BEER CAN MORTAR, Caniplete information and detailed
Instructions, oo complicated mochining. ra Lo 1000
NAZL AR SOUVINIRS Mot by siotowil - frl i 2 b sy il s
o~ sbmivse. N, NH (3081
PATTONS HISTORIC SPEECH — Sujtable for ﬂ'ﬂ.‘l‘n
for eploie,  coletars e, 33,00 poatgais, W. Co:  PYROTECHNICAL NOW AT LAST, dotaled consiuction
AUTUE Al i rbéch
ville, P.O. Box 7933, Hull.ddp'hl.-.PAI 101, Blu;ihl.-ﬁiru ‘“‘d :-'.T;}E'l;ini-'r : d‘id“ﬂa':l’;j
o 5 servior. For eatalog send # io Pioncer Ind., z

Hughey 5., Nushus, NH KE081

NEW! ANARCHIST COOKBOOE — NOT FOR CHIL-
DREN OR MORONS! EXCITING PORMULAS —
THONIC BCHEMATICS — SECHETS OF THE CIA -
KGR — FEI — 088 — EXPLOBIVES — AND MIICH,
MIICH MORE — fllﬂﬁ POSTPAID — QUI!‘H‘HDN[?‘-’
BOX B48-HG, WASHINGTON %311

GUMNS & AMMUNITION

RBHBM‘BEH THE OLD ASH EANB. Man alc“ Camplete
!ﬂ:mlm on above and many others. Send
Ww Ind., Box 36, 4A Hughn_-.-m Nashisn,

FIREWORES, MAKE YOUR OWN ROCEETS, MA0s,
FOUNTAING, MANY MORE. EASY ENE'I'EUL'I'IONB
ﬁW-HIC!MEI..‘S. 323 5, Franklin, 804, Chicage, 1L

TOE 44 AUTOMAG. BOME HONING NEEDED, TWO
TUNED ﬂLIl‘S 326 CDM BRASS RELOADS. SEVEN
PLASTIC AM CARTRIDGE BOXES. RCBS RELOAD
DHES. LARI_'-E BT.T"ITERFI.-Y CABE &428 FOR .ALI.-
DMENTS [I" B2 BOX 318 RICE, MN. 5636
612-252-8Z28 AFTER 6.

CLEAN Y{HIR GLUIN WHILE Y{} BELEEP, A

INTELLIMIENCE LETTER — ESPIONAGE, ABSARSL-
NATION, MERCENARIES, KARATE SAMPLE — §1.00
ﬁiﬂimﬂ MM, BOX 67, 5T. CI

CRIMEFIGHTEKS Send 51 .00 (Helfundable) For Our New
Palice Catalog B-PEC Dept. AHS, 83388 Alondra,
Ballflewer, CA 0706,

11w} chenning system for handguns. Eliminates broshing,
w v and work. Removes both bead uul pow-
dul ¥ il“ilﬁmhﬂ:;wwﬂw Agimatic, Box JGGTH, San

HI-POWER FELLET RIFLES, Buckls H!ndl- B:'Il Kniven,
BR Bubmaching ﬁun. R«uloadin: Teails, T

100-CARD ADULT BIBLE GAME . . . Entertaining! Edu-
gﬁ:nsa].!ull.m. Heriplgames, 5857 Steward, Sylvanin,

FIREWORKS, Now 1878 Catal Buckeye Fire:
s Ml G e P10, o 8 st O

e
lmpd: Eil ta. Free Catalog, Bafari ﬂuﬂ!lm Baker, Ore-
gon 07414,

FISTUL PRACTICE WITH PRECISION AIR PISTOLS 1S
A GREAT WAY TO BTAY BHARP| Bhoot indsars or out.
]Bseﬂun mll.:r.th models are mm;e amm&aolthlln ml.rrm at
moters, No pq.unmn no valves, no # ootk

. S csmhm

m.sfl.‘l "?Su arn the secrets.) SPE

FAGE FRECISION .|'|.I.IH]'I..'IH GUIDE/CATALOG 51 ire-
fundnblel. Over 100 mirgun models (350 (o 3600) & 30
different pelletn, The fineat; never undermold. BEEMANS,
47 Poul Tirlve, Dept. GAR, Ban Rafus], CA B4B0E.

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER  »

URBAN TERRORISM Ih F‘]-I.I:LAEIHLPHIA — An inaide
repart on kow it is b nnd why. 8200 por eopy. W,
{-'-nlwi-llr PO, Beee 76 Ph.l dal'pli.ll PA 19161,

FIRECRACKERS, GUNS, BLASTING from common mi-
?I;aihl Fucls 3200, Sanford , Hox 4175-AH, Colesville, MD

HANDFUFFB Bmdih & Wesson £22.50 pair, uwmm
Lag Irons $28.50 set, G. Moramacs, Box $0243-Al1, 51,
Plul Minn, B5175,
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i ACCURIZE
YOUR OWH .45 AUTO, COMMAMNDER
QR BROWNING HI-POWER

Now sipinloss sioel bamel & scoumcy
bushing o masch Naetional Masch gualay
Guaraniesd 00 PP,
e Hitﬂlﬂi Steel BI'W'III'%I Hi-Fowwar
Darrel Malch guakty. , - STR.OPP.

'-l BAR- ETDFHE{.‘IEIDH HACHIHE
B33 5 Wiclery Biv = Burbank #1502
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HATIOMAL TREASURE HUNTER'S

COIN

DETECTORS

MEW - USED

EOOKS - MAPS
DEALER INQUIAY WELCOME
Box 53

OVER 200 MODELS b
20 NATIONAL ERANDS Mesquite,
HORRY OF CoMMERClaL,  Texas T5149.

USE LIKE A MARKING
PEN
TOUCH UP BLUEING 2
FOR SMALL NICKS |
AND SCRATCHES

GUN BLUE

STICK

Marking pen dispensar makes
It mmsy o touch up small nicks
and scralches. Instanti ro-
duces a dark, rich blusing.
Cat, #1078

Jak-Aaa Corp., Pate



" Gun Cleaning Kits

The Kleen-Bore Division of Yankee
Hill Machine Co., Northampron, Mass.,
announces a new line of selfcontmined
gun cleaning kits. Kirs are available for
cleaning hand guns and rifles, .22 thru .45
caliber, shotguns and black powder
muzzleloaders.

Each kit contains sreel cleaning rods,
one-step gun conditioner, flannel gun

cloth impregnated with silicone, 10097
cotton cleaning parches, and required
accessories for keeping weapons like new.
The kir is packaged in an arrracave,
durable polypropolene storage box.

A major fearure of the kit is steel rods
which are srronger and less abrasive than
aluminum, thus reducing the wendency of

breaking and bore abrasion. Also, the
versarility of each kir can be used for any
caliber, simply by purchasing coordinating
accessories rather than an enorely
new kit

For further information, contact Paul
Judd, Kleen-Bore Div., Yankee Hill
Machine Co., Northampton,
Mass. 01060,

Old West 1180 Shoulder
Holster System

Handcrafted from rop grain leather,
this system is lock stirched wich nylon
cord and finished wirth enriched oils.
There are no rivers or fasrening screws.
Exrra wide shoulder straps make the 1180
Shoulder System more comfortable than
ever before.

The use of buckles make interchanging
the parts and adjustment of the system a
snap. With an optional elastic strap, this
system can be converted ra a firm firring

upside down concealment shoulder
holster. This versatle system [eatures
complete concealment and consists of six
separate parts. 1. Holster for automatics
or revolvers, 2. Left harness strap, 3.
Elastic connecting strap, <. right harness
strap, 5. Double drop case (clip or
cartridge), 6. Cuff case. Toral LIST price
tor 6 pares system $42.00.

OLD WEST Inc., Leather Produces

P.0). Box 2030, Chula Vista, CA 92012

Revolutionary New Sights

Behlert's new patented sight replaces
exisung K or N frame sight with no
alteration to the frame. 20 clicks per
revolution adjustment in elevation, and
16 clicks windage per turn. On Dan
Wesson or Ruger clicks are 16 and 16,
Elevation stud is twice as long as standard
factory. Large, flat rear blade makes for
fantastic definition. Write Behlert
Custom Sighrs, Inc., 725 Lehigh Ave.,
Depr. AH-1, Union, N.J., 07803,

-
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NEW BUEHLER P

ISTOL MOUNT

The popular Buehler pistol base for

Thompson Contender has been redesigned to
position the scope back 1" and a little higher,
This makas cocking easier and improves eye relief—
a better mount. There are over 14 pistol mounts available.

Band for fres Calakog 33H

SIZE TARGET UP TO 15" X 15"

[ The Latest i Shosting Actessoies [ 23

ADJUSTA-TARG 2.

ADJUSTABLE TARGET HOLDER
® ADJUSTS TWO WAYS, HOLDS ANY

® SIX HEAVY CLIPS éﬂEFLlﬂEABLE}

&
T —

$872.50 - HOLD TARGET SECURELY PATENT PENDING
Price complete iref, rogeny -y e @ WELDED STEEL ROD FRAME, 15" X 34"
as shown i el el ® QUICK TO SET UP — JUST PUSH LEGS

IN GROUND
@ EASY TO CARRY, EASY TO STORE
Mo easier way to set up your targats! A
quality accessory for only $6-9% + $1.00
shipping. [For two or more, $6.50 + $1.00
shipping, each.)

Send check or money order to:

ADJUSTA-TARG

DEPT. H-12
1817 Thackeray N.W., Massillon, Ohio 44646

DEALER & JOBBER INQUIRIES INVITED

The hoditer featusrn J waigue e

sljuiralide  tension  device  whach

bt the pum smcurety, yei does sol

rpairipd the draw, The holiivr pom by weori a8 o crowrolie o0 im0 e
comvengional mamnes, The iy comen cumplete with Noditer, dowisle
h]mi_ compoured [8 " panirs beft with bool sfirch, Made

Jor 43 ACP aad Beowming W Power, Thiz nig i rwitve male aml i
the finen aibable om the marked, Avalable in Broww or Rouphuui
if alack iy denived seld #1500, Righe or Lefi hasded. No GOLIL S
pleant, Add P95 far poirgge and havdling. Califam residearn ald 59

G Wit D

PO, Box 446 * Arcadia * Ca. 91006
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Super-X, the shortest distance
between two points.

Wherher you're a match targer rifle or pistol
shooter, or a high-power hunting enthusiast, you
know that when you're working with Super-X® or
Super-Match® carcridges you've got it all going for
you; from primer co case to powder to bullet design,
as fine a set of matched high performance com-
ponents as Winchester and
Western engineering can offer
in its sporting ammunition—
and chat’s the very best!

®and TM refer to trademarks of Olin Corporation Winchescer Western,
275 Winchester Ave, New Haven Cr 06504
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