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You're living with all the reasons 
to buy a Colt 380 Auto. 

In your heart, you know all the reasons why 
you've decided to own this type of handgun. 

But let your head rule the choice: the 
new Colt 380 Auto. 

This is the compact protection that will 
appeal to both your heart and your head. 

The new Colt 380 Auto goes everywhere 
you go. It tucks away as neatly as a smaller 
22 or 25 caliber. And yet, it gives you signifi­
cantly more stopping power, especially with 
modern high speed ammunition. 

Hatcher's Table of 
Relative Stopping Power 

Cartridge Bullet Weight Relative 
(Grains) Stopping 

Power 

22LR HiSpeed 40GR 3.8 
25Auto FMC 50GR 3.7 

380Auto FMC 95GR 16.2 

When size and dependability are what 
really matter for you, your wife and your 

family ... the Colt 380 has both. It's pro­
filed on the famous 1911 45 Government 
Model which has been in service for over 
70 years. The 380 comes in blue, satin nick­
el and a new highly polished nickel finish. 

So when you need a small, compact, 

personal protection 
pistol, choose the 
Colt 380 Auto for 
all the right 
reasons. 
See your 
Colt dealer 
today. 

@ ... A Heritage of 
1 I Fine Craftsmanship 

Hartford, CT 06101 

Be a sale shooter-never chamber a round until you are ready to shoot. Always read and follow the instruction 
manuals, which accompany each firearm. And learn about the personal defense laws. Free Colt catalogs and instruction 
manuals are also available from the factory on request. 



Knifeco P.O. Box 5271, Hialeah Lakes, FL 33014 

Please send me, 
1 Survival Kni.te @ $19.95 plus $3.00 for shipping & handling. 

: · 2 Survival Knives @ $38.00 plus $3.00 for shipping & handlin~ 
Specify, 
~ Camouflage handle with green sheath & black coated bladE 
~ Black handle with blo:ck sheath & stainless blade. 
Florida Resident add 5% sales tax 
Catalog only $2.00 Free with order 

Check enclosed _ Money Order 
Charge my [ MasterCard Visa 
Credit Card No. 

I I I I I I I· I 
Expiration Date ._I -'-I -'-I -'--'--'-_,_-'---l--J 

Authorized Signature _____________ _ 

Name -------------------
Address _________________ _ 

City ________ State ____ Zip __ _ 
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Handgun cartridge slide 

Single speedloader pouch 

Full-box cartridge carriers for large and 
small rifle ammo 

SIDEKICK~ 
Holsters• Belts•Accessories 

Now you can design your own lightweight holster 
setup. The popular SIDEKICK series of Cordura® 
nylon holsters has been expanded to include a full 
range of standard and deluxe holster belts and a 
whole collection of accessories for carrying ammo 
and other gear. 

The new deluxe holster belts are double-layered 
nylon web so they're stiff as leather, but lighter and 
completely waterproof. 

The new accessories are made of a double layer 
of tough Cordura nylon in camouflage and black that 
match SIDEKICK holsters. Their belt loops take any 
belt up to 2Y4 inches, and fit the offside tiedowns of 
SIDEKICK vertical and horizontal shoulder holsters. 
Make up your complete SIDEKICK rig at your nearest 
gun store or sporting goods dealer. 

UNCLE 
MIKE:S 

by Michaels of Oregon 

·---~-----------------------------: For a Color Catalog ... 
l Send $1.00 to Michaels of Oregon, Dept. AHG-6, 
1 Box 13010, Portland, OR 97213. 
I 
I I -NA_M_E~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

ADDRESS 

Double speedloader pouch 

I Shotgun butt stock 
I CITY/STATEIZIP shell holder 

_____________________________ J 

Belt pouch for .22 ammo, 
pellets, BBs Rifle butt stock shell holder 
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HANDlOADING 
DAN conERMAN 

••• I 1snc SIUDY SHEDS NEW UGHT ON 
OLD DEBATE OVER STOPPING POWER 

Conservatively speaking, you share the 
reading of this column with well over 

150,000 other handgun shooters and 
reloaders around the world. Among them is 
Bruce D. Ragsdale, M.D. , a U.S. Army staff 
pathologist and an associate professor of 
pathology at Georgetown University in 
Washington, D.C. Dr. Ragsdale has offered 
to share the results of his research on the 
subject of gunshot wounds. 

The information he has gathered is exten­
sively founded on previous testing and obser­
vation (the bibliography cites 91 sources of 
reference), and reveals much about the tem­
porary cavitation effects of various bullets in 
living human tissue. For this reason , excerpts 
from his paper, "Wound Management: A His­
torical Perspective," are applicable to predic­
tions of the Relative Incapacitation Indeces 
(Stopping Power) of all handgun bullets. 

"The severity of a wound ," Ragsdale 
reports, "is directly related to the amount of 

kinetic energy lost by the bullet in the body, 
because the kinetic energy of a missile is 
dissipated in bullet deformation and tissue 
damage. The three recognized mechanisms 
of bullet injury are (1) laceration and crushing 
of tissues forced apart (the principal effect of 
low-velocity missiles) ; (2) shock waves due 
to compression of the medium in front of the 
missile, moving out at approximately the 
speed of sound in water (4,800 fps) , that 
instantaneously raises pressure up to 100 
atmospheres , or 1,500 foot-pounds per 
square-inch; and (3) temporary cavitation. 

"Retardant forces of tissue decrease the 
velocity of the missile during penetration and 
kinetic energy is expended on tissue damage. 
Retardant forces (e.g. energy absorption) 
correlate with the specific gravity of the 
tissue. Thus, more energy can be deposited 
by a given missile in muscle and bone than in 
low-density lung .. . 

"The size and configuration of the maxi-

mum temporary cavity depend on missile 
velocity, mass, caliber, shape, construction, 
and deformation as well as target substance. 
Temporary cavitation becomes substantial 
only with impact velocities above 1,000 feet 
per second." 

Elsewhere in his report, Ragsdale notes 
that "for a given aim point, the bullet produc­
ing the largest temporary c,avity at the proper 
depth, defined by the location of vital organs, 
should have the greater like! ihood of produc­
ing incapacitation. 

''.An index of relative incapacitation has 
been defined by a program sponsored by the 
National Institute of Justice (NIJ) ... The 
relative incapacitation index goes beyond 
Hatcher's concept of relative stopping power, 
striking energy, and ranking by kinetic 
energy loss in gelatin . It also takes into 
account the characteristics of the bullet/ 
weapon combination, range, marksmanship, 
point of aim, impact point, human anatomy, 
and the size and configuration of the maxi­
mum temporary cavity as determined by 
simulation . . . It's quantitative, multifac­
torial , scientific approach is an appealing 
alternative to emotional opinions and anec­
dotal or subjective studies. However, since its 
conclusions are based on simulation, 
spokesman for those with practical experi­
ence have questioned its relevance to real-life 
gunfights." 

Indeed, many handgunners are inclined to 
observe that laboratory simulations involv­
ing gelatin blocks and a "computer man," to 
whose putative innards have been assigned 
various degrees of vulnerability, can never be 
more than remotely indicative of what will 
happen when a determined miscreant is shot 
with this or that bullet. 

Considering the foregoing , note that 
Ragsdale said that the largest temporary cav­
ities should (not would) have the greater like­
lihood of producing incapacitation, and that 
the severity (not necessarily the effective­
ness), of a wound is directly related to the 
amount of kinetic energy lost by the bullet in 
the body. 

Government studies aimed at rating the 
terminal effectiveness of handgun bullets in 
use (or being considered for adoption) by 
police agencies began in 1973. The initial 
summary, published in 1975, has since been 
augmented by other summaries to establish a 
set ofRII tables. The one we'll be referring to 
first, NIJ 100-83 , includes commercially 
available handgun ammunition only. Con­
spicuous objections challenging the rele­
vance of the ratings on this table have arisen 
because the 230-grain "hardball" bullet from 
the .45 Auto stands somewhat below smaller 
bullets from lesser factory rounds, such as 
the .38 Special, 9MM Auto, and even the 
little .380 Auto. There are exceptions, nota­
bly with the 185-grain Silvertip jacketed hol­
low-point, wherein the grand old .45 Auto 
fares better, but the res~ of the .45s, including 
the vaunted 255-grain Long Colt bullet, are 
drastically downgraded. 

Handloaded ammunition, in calibers 
.355" through .452", was tested in a later 
study, a summary of which can be reviewed 
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in NU Report 101-83. In this study, Mann test 
barrels (not service weapons), were used , 
because, according to the experimenters, 
"chamber pressures can exceed those per­
missible in standard handguns." The caution 
is justified. Consider, for example, the level 
of pressure associated with launching a 115-
grain 9MM bullet to over 1500 fps from a 
four-inch autoloader. This, by the way, was 
but one of many ''blue pill" loads fired during 
the tests. It gleaned an RII rating of 34.5, 
compared to a meager 9 .4 for a bullet of the 
same weight and shape fired at 1272 fps in the 
tests involving factory loads. 

Although many of the bullet-weight/ 
velocity-RH combinations shown in 101-83 
evoke suspicions of high chamber pressures 
(no powder-charge or pressure numbers are 
included) , others might be considered by the 
handloader. 

Big-bore boosters will be pleased to learn 
that the highest Rll in the handloading cate­
gory went to a bullet loaded for the .45 Long 
Colt cartridge. A 200-grain Speer jacketed 
holow-point, at 1509 fps, caused an enor­
mous, gourd-shaped hollow and earned an 
impressive 94.4. As noted earlier, 101-83 
does not provide information regarding 
powder charges; however, we are aware that 
such 200-grain velocities are within easy 
reach of the handloader with a .45 Colt barrel 
from Thompson/Contender. 

I realize that the extensive testing herein 
briefly reviewed is centered on ammunition 

Small game hunting, plinking or target shooting. Whatever 
your sport, Federal has the right ammunition for you. 

High velocity Federal Hi-Power® 22s with copper-plated 
bullets-regular or hollow point-pack a game-stopping 
wallop. They're available in SO-round box or sturdy 100-round 
plastic pack. Economical Lightning™ 22s in the familiar 
blue box, with lubricated lead bullets, are great for your 
recreational shooting. And now Federal offers two cartridges 
for the 22 Magnum-one full metal jacket load and the second 
jacketed hollow point. So try a b,0x or two of Federal 22s 
today; prove their performance for yourself. 

FEDERAi.: 
FEDERAL CARTRIDGE CORPORAflON, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402 

FACTORY LOADS: HAND LOADS: for police use, and that police are somewhat 
restricted in their choice of weapons, and 
especially of bullets. The foregoing does not, 
however, stem my frustration at not having 
seen test results reflecting the use of cavity­
nosed bullets, and double or triple wadcutter 
loads, especially in .38 and .44 calibers. Fur­
thermore, cavity-nosed bullets, such as the 
.38 Hydra-Shock and the .44 Manstopper, 
are capable of tremendous expansion -and at 
velocities well under the presumed expansion 
threshold of 1,000 feet per second. 

CALIBER BBL CALIBER 
&BULLET LEN. VEL. Rll &BULLET VEL. RII POWDER GRAINS 

9MMREM. 4" 1192 28.2 9MM SPEER 1246 32. l HER CO 7.2 
115-GR. 100-GR. 
JHP JHP 

.38SPL 4" 1006 21.9 .357 1066 27.1 HS-6 7.5 
125-GR. SPEER 
SPEER 125-GR. 
JHP(+P) IBP 

.357 MAG. 4" 1221 41.8 .357 1240 46.4 BLUE 12.5 
140-GR. SPEER DOT 
SPEER 140-GR. 
JHP JHP 

.41 REM. 4" 1260 51.6 .41 1276 55.6 BLUE 14.0 
MAGNUM REM. DOT 
210-GR. 210-GR. 
JSP JSP 

.44MAG. 4" 1277 67.3* .44 1332 80.5 WW231 11.5 
200-GR SPEER 
-SPEER 200-GR. 
JHP JHP 

.45AUTO 5" 864 4.3 .45 928 24.8 HS-6 8.2 
REMINGTON SPEER 
230-GR. 200-GR. 
FMJ IBP 

.45COLT 7.5" 821 3.7 .45 1384 78.4 WW296 23.3** 
WINCHESTER SPEER 
255-GR. 250-GR. 
LEAD RN swc 
*Highest RII rating with factory loads tested. 
**Magnum primer. (.45 Colt Load for Ruger and TIC Contender only.) 
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I am grateful to Dr. Ragsdale for his valu­
able contribution to this column and its read­
ers, and at once compelled to defer to the 
authority of another U.S. Army medical 
researcher, Col. Frank T. Chamberlin, who 
rather loosely philosophized: '1t is one thing 
for the 'slide-rule genius' to sit down at a desk 
or feed information into a computer or gaze 
on photos of bullets taken in flight and then 
state with authority that this bullet will do this 
or that every time . . . However, some of 
these buzzards can run you off your stool and 
give you all the 'ballistic' answers ... I'm 
dead 'agin' these characters who can always 
tell why or how because the slide rule said so 
or the 'moon was in the third quarter' when 
they started to figure." 

The Rll ratings, however, are substan­
tially infrastructured by a throrough system 
of laboratory testing. After reviewing the 
results obtained with various handloads, I'm 
inclined to believe that the researchers are at 
last onto something 
worthwhile. 
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Great reading ... that's what GUNS is all about. Great 
reading about guns and only guns. It's the firearms 
publication that the experts read ... and the ex­
perts write. And GUNS covers the total firearms 
field like no other magazine. It's the only one where 
you'll find regularly featured articles on handload­
ing, bench resting, black powder, airguns, knives, 
handguns, rifles, and outstariding engraving. 

Great coverage ... the most complete ever. The very 
next issue may include just the article that you've 
been looking for. An article that could save you 
many times the cost of a subscription. You can't 
afford to be without it. 

Great value .. . SAVE up to 53% by subscribing now. 

One year $14.95 (you save $9.05) 
Two years $24.85 (you save $23.15) 
Three years $33.45 (you save $38.55) 
Charge your subscription to your Visa/ SAC or MasterCard 

Foreign subscribers add $6.00 per year. 
Allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery. 

1246 Handgun Models 
1233 Rifle Models 
965 Shotgun Models 

rREE, The revised REDBOOK Of r I • Used Gun Values Is yours 
with your paid subscrlp. 
tlon (worth $4.95). 

Use the adjoining postage paid order card or w 

~ 
MAGAZINE au 591 Camino de la Reina- Dept. 117 

San Diego, California 92108 

THIS OFFER IS VALID for only 3 months from cover date 



COP TAlK 
MASSAD AYOOB 

HAVE YOU MADE 1 6THE DECISION?'' IF NOT, 
DON'T KEEP A GUN FOR SELF-DEFENSE 
Editor's note: This is the second part of a 
three-part series Ayoob prepared on the 
mental aspects of gun fights. 

T he instant of truth has arrived . You hoped 
never to use your gun for this, but you 

carried it because you feared this very 
moment might come to pass. 

The mugger is bearing down on you , 
upraised knife in hand, and when you said, 
"Stop or I'll shoot!" he sneered and kept 
coming. You know if you try to run you'll 
never make it. 

The gun is in your hand now, levelled at 
your attacker's kill zone. 

Your finger is on the trigger. 
And now, for the first time, the enormity of 

it hits you: "If I press this trigger, I will take 
the life of another human being, a man with a 
father and mother, perhaps children. Can I 
do this awful thing ?" 

If you have to think it through, you'll never 
come to an answer because the knife will 
pierce your heart far quicker than you can 
resolve that deep, philosophical question. 

This is why any man or woman who car­
ries a gun for protection is a fool unless they 
have already asked themselves that terrible 
question, and come to the answer, "Yes, I can 
extinguish another human being's life if that 
human being is immediately and otherwise 
unavoidably endangering the life and limb of 
me or another innocent person I have the 
right to protect." 

Any other answer, and you should put the 
gun away. 

If you reply, "I couldn't possibly shoot a 
felon; I just want a gun to scare him away," 
your gun will get you into more trouble than it 
will ever get you out of. 

Criminals are predators, and any predator 
can sense whether or not the prey is truly 
going to resist. 

If you just try to scare him, he'll take the 
gun away and do something hideous to you 
with it. 

If your answer is, "I'm not sure if I could 
kill a violent criminal in self-defense," put the 
gun away until you are sure. 

The defensive handgun carries with it 
awesome and final power, and that degree of 
power does not belong in the hands of dil­
etantes who have not fully understood its 
meaning and committed themselves to what 
they are doing. A person unprepared to exer­
cise a power he has assumed, in my experi­
ence, also lacks the responsibility that must 
always accompany such a high degree of 
power. 

In Lethal Force Institutes LFI-l courses, 
where law-abiding private citizens with 

police references come to me to learn the 
discipline police call 'judicious use of deadly 
physical force," I make them re-evaluate the 
reasons why they have come to me with a 
gun, and ask themselves if they have truly 
made "The Decision." 

I do this in several ways. Most of them 
have never seen violent death by gunfire. I'll 
show them a series of autopsy pictures to 
bring them to reality, and to make them fully 
understand the awesome and ultimate power 
they hold when they pick up the defensive 
firearm . 

It was this phase of the training that the 
book "Shooting Schools: An Analysis" was 
referring to when it said , 'f\yoob's pictures 
will revolt you." They will indeed, and if you 
can't face it on a two-dimensional screen, 
you're not ready to stand over a dead mugger 
in a blood-splattered alley where you just 
found out that only one person was going to 
walk away from the violent arena of this 
particular "contest." 

I will show you pictures beyond the gun . I 
want you to know what you or your loved 
ones will look like if you don't stop the knife­
wielder, the rapist with the bludgeon, or the 
thug who's going to stomp on your neck while 
you're down on that gritty alley floor. 

That's because, like every coin, deadly 
force has two sides: I want you to know the 
potential results of the power you wield as an 
armed, law-abiding adult. And I want you to 
know the depth and the breadth of the horrors 
that defensive firearm is there to prevent. 

You should know the horrors that may one 
day befall an innocent person who counted on 
you for protection, only to find in their last, 
betrayed second on Earth that you wielded a 
power you did not fully command, and had 
extended to them a mantle of protection you 
were not in fact prepared to shield them 
beneath, "in the gravest extreme." 

I teach my first time students, too, the 
horrors of "post shooting trauma ," the 
psycho-emotional aftermath of having taken 
a life, even the life of a malignantly evil 
criminal. 

Most decent people have some idea that 
killing is not going to be fun . They do not, 
however, grasp the full depths of the 
sociological nightmare that follows. 

They don't begin to understand the terrible 
impact upon their lives and the lives of their 
families when the next morning's paper 
reads, not "Good Guy Turns Tables on Mug­
ger," but "Local Man Slays Teen in Alley." 

I've been accused , as a result of this train­
ing, of "trying to create a generation of con­
scientious objector policemen." In fact, I'm 
creating students who know to the fullest 
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A COMPLETELY UP-DATED 
SUPPLEMENT TO YOUR 

2ND EDITION RELOADING MANUAL 
Sierra Bullets ' familiar green and black 
2nd Edition Manual, copyrighted 1978, 
has been greatly expanded. We have 
added 496 pages of exterior ballistics 
tables and loading data on more than 32 
new bu llets that Sierra has introduced 
since 1978. for a total of 122 bullets in 90 
calibers . The entire Supplement package 
includes a second binder and instruc­
tions for converting your present Manual 
to two volumes-one for Rifle, one for 
Handgun. The combined Manual con­
tains 938 pages of the most comprehen­
sive re loading material ever assembled . 
It becomes your complete ballistic refer­
ence book ... an entire ball istics infor­
mation system superior to any other 
manual. Includes specialized articles by 
authorities Art Blatt, Ross Seyfried . Bob 
Milek , Skip Gordon and Larry Moore. A 
must for every reloader! 

AVAILABLE AT YOUR DEALER 
OR FACTORY DIRECT. 

Sierra 
the Bulletsmiths™ 

An American Manufacturer 
10532 S. Painter Ave .. Santa Fe Springs , CA 90670 

Call Toll Free 800-223-8799 

r si;,; e:.;;1s-:- lie; iiHG-1- - - - - - - - - - 1 
10532 S. Painter Ave ., Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 
Enclosed is my check, money order or credit card 
number for my new Reloading Manual Supplement@ 
$16.50 each, incl. shipping. California residents add 
6 V2% Sales Tax. Please print: 

Name------------

AddreSS------------

City ____ State Zip __ 

0 VISA 0 MASTERCARD 0 OTHER 

Credit Gard#---- Exp . Date----

Signature-----------
0 I also want to buy the 2nd Edition Reloading 
Manual for the special combination price (both 
volumes) of $32.50, postpaid. Calif. residents add 
6V2% Sales Tax . Buy both volumes from the fac-

1 tory, we 'll send you a FREE Sierra Shooter 's Cap! 

L-------------------- ~ 
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extent what it means to take a human life in 
self defense, have learned what the deepest 
ramifications of that are and how to come to 
terms with them. 

What this creates is not a conscientious 
objector, but an armed man or woman who 
has found the answer to the hardest question. 
A man or woman who will never drop the 
hammer on a man unless there is absolutely 
no alternative. A man or woman who will 
never hesitate on their gun and watch an 
innocent person be savaged by a criminal just 
because he or she could not come to terms 
with the one awful way of preventing it. 

The key to lerning to use deadly force 
appropriately in self-defense is to avoid 
becoming "a killer." Don't believe these 
ersatz gunfighting books that tell you, "To 
survive a gunfight, you must be ruthless." 

Dear God, have you ever looked up the 
definition of "ruthless" in a dictionary? 
"Cruel; predisposed to causing pain." 

Leave that crap for the Marquis de Sade. 
To use the ultimate violence, you should not 
be cruel, you should be dispassionate. You 
did not put the trigger because you were 
predisposed to causing pain, you pulled the 
trigger to avert greater pain to the innocent. 

Do not destroy the village in order to save 
it. Just because there are soulless man-things 
out there that prey upon the innocent, you do 
not sacrifice your own humanity to be able to 
fight them off. 

Do not become a wolf so you can protect 
the innocent from wolves. 

Be, instead, the protective sheepdog. He 
does not kill the wolf for bloodlust, he kills 
the wolf, if he must, to protect the lambs. 

And if the wolf is smart enough to flee 
from his bared fangs, the sheepdog will let 
him go, and let him live. 

And, quite frankly, if you're not a cop who 
has worn an oath to protect the public at risk 
of your own life, you may not even need to be 
a sheepdog. 

It may suffice to be a lamb with a ready 
.38. 

When you have achieved this mindset­
the ability to use deadly force, but only if you 
absolutely must-you are actually less likely 
to have to kill in self-defense, or in the 
defense of other innocents. We shall discuss 
this ~appy coincidence ~ 
next issue. ~ 

Massad Ayoobs advice for coming to terms 
with criminal violence is covered in more 
detail in his modern classic books, '1n the 
Gravest Extreme" ($7.95) and "The Truth 
About Self Protection" ($4.95). Both are 
available from Police Bookshelf, P. 0. Box 
122; Concord, NH 03301. Add $2. 00 for 
postage and handling. 

CUSTOM 
JACKETED 
BULLETS 

Fit to individual's barrel-Available in .38/.357 Cal., 
9mm, and .454 Casull Mag. More to come. Send $1 .00 
for info., applied to first order. DBM SPECIALTY, 
P.O. Box 58, Holmes, PA 19043 

Your Handguns 
deserve the 
Finest Grips 
American craftsmanship 
1n Superior exotic hard­
woods and man-made 
materials. Wide design 

silhouett:~~~i~;i;;;~~~~~~ 
ivory inlays. The ultimate in 
fit to frame, feel and finish . 

Sendfor Free Cacalog. 

BADGER GRIPS 
Dept. AH 

2054 Youngstown Lockport Rd . 
Ransomville, NY 14131 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
The American Handgunner congratu­

lates Cop Talk columnist Massad Ayoob 
and his wife Dorothy on the birth of a 
bouncing baby girl. 

Justine (for justice) Lauren Ayoob was 
delivered by Mas personally on Jan. 17, 
1985. She tipped the scales at 9 pounds, 
12 ounces and measured 22 inches. 

Justine joins Mas and Dorothy's first­
born daughter Cathy in their home in 
New Hampshire. Cathy Ayoob, 7, has 
already won her first marksmanship 
award, and her eighth birthday present 
will be a Beretta Minx .22LR pistol. 

Mas believes in teachin' em young! 
Mas had been out when the call came 

that his wife was going into labor. Mas 
dashed to the hospital and was ordered 
to don hospital gowns to attend the deliv­
ery. He locked his sidearm, a Colt .45 
auto, in the narcotics chest at the hospital 
and pulled the greens over his back-up 
Model 60 in an ankle holster. 

He didn't have time to remove his body 
armor. A nurse noticed the body armor 
and inquired. 

"Oh, that's a bullet proof vest, " Mas 
answered after the happy delivery. 

"But why did you wear it in the delivery 
room?" asked the puzzled nurse. 

"Hey, it was a little Ayoob. She might 
have come out shooting!" Mas said. 

DATES SET FOR '85 
PIN BUmRS 

The Pin Busters World Cham­
pionship bowling pin match will be 
Oct. 12 and 13 at Wes Thompson 's 
Range near Los Angeles, Calif. 

This exciting pin busting match is 
restricted to handguns only with 
classes established for different ac­
tion types (single-action wheelgun , 
9mm auto, unlimited auto, etc). · 

Last year 's match was a roaring 
success under the expert organiza­
tional guidance of Gun Owners of 
America. 

Shooters are cla~sified according 
to ability, and prizes are extremely 
generous. For more information 
write, Pin Busters '85, P.O. Box 
11027, Burbank, CA, 91510-10-27. 
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A little peace of mind 
from Beretta. . 

Peace of mind . When you 've got it, you've 
got everything . And Beretta's lightweight, 
palm-sized semi-automatic handguns are 
pure peace of mind in a sleek, safe, compact 
package. 

Built for accuracy. Dependability. Safety. 
Because they're built by Beretta. Backed by 
450 years of experience and craftsmanship. 

And priced for 
your budget. 

When your se­
curity is at stake 

there's no sub­
stitute for the 
best. Beretta 

compact hand­
guns offer 

; exclusive 
features, like 
the open slide 
design, you 
only expect 
to find ln 

Beretta's larger 
caliber pistols. 

The .25 caliber model 
20 weighs in at just under 11 

ounces with double action trigger, 
recoil ejection plus an 8 round magazine 
capacity. 

The model 950 series is an easy-to-handle 
8 ounces available in single action , semi­
automatic .25 ACP and .22 short. And like the 
Model 20, the 950 handguns feature safe, 
convenient tip up barrels for direct chamber 
loading without manually working slide. 

For a 
slightly 
bigger 
pistol try 
the feel 
of the 
Model 84 .380 auto. 
Provides double action 
dependability with a 13 
round staggered magazine. 
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.380ACP 

This is the kind of dependable firepower police 
and military personnel specify 
for protection. 

These are just 
three of a broad 
line of Beretta 
handguns that 
include the 
new92SB 
9mm double 
action semi­
automatic with 
a 15 round 

~~gazine favored by U.S. law 
enforcement agencies like the Connecticut 
State Police. 

For pure peace of mind nothing matches the 
safety and dependabi lity of Beretta. Nothing. 
For more information call 
Beretta U.S.A. or see 
your nearest dealer. 

~ 



'l'HE GUILD SPEAKS 
GEORGE WESSINGER 

NEW COLUMN TO FEATURE MATERIAL 
FROM PISTOLSMITHS GUILD MEMBERS 

T his is the first of a new column devoted to 
the American Pistolsmiths Guild, and it 

will be written by members of the Guild. 
It will feature new developments and prod­

ucts, pistolsmith profiles, special accom­
plishments by members and many interesting 
and useful topics. By way of introduction to 
the Guild, its purpose and its goals, a bit of 
current events and history is necessary. 

The annual business meeting for 1985 of 
the American Pistolsmiths Guilld was held in 
Atlanta, Ga., in conjunction with the SHOT 
Show. This meeting was one of the largest in 
Guild history and much business was 
conducted. 

Eight new voting members were inducted 
into the Guild: Bill Wilson of Wilson's Gun 
Shop Inc., Berryville, Ark.; Jim Clark Jr. of 
Clark's Custom, Keithville, La.; Jerry Kraft 
ofMag-na-PortArms, Mt. Clemens, Mich.; 
John Spillbourg of J. S. Custom, Santa Bar­
bara, Calif.; Ed Brown ofBrown's Gun Shop, 

Perry, Mo.; Ray Wilson of Gun Specialties, 
Ashville, N .C. ; Jim Rose of Carsat Gun 
Shop, Jacksonville, Fla. ; and Terry Kopp of 
Terry Kopp Gunsmithing Services, Lex­
ington, Mo. 

Three new associate members were also 
inducted: Bob Arganbright of Northwoods, 
Mo., a freelance gunwriter; Gordon Ned­
dow of Manchester, Conn., retired super­
visor of the Colt Custom Shop; and Rose (S. 
Sam) Wessinger of Chapin , S. C., the 
engraver at Wessinger Custom Guns and 
Engraving. 

This is the largest number of new mem­
bers inducted since the charter members 
began the Guild and shows how much the 
Guild is growing. There are still many tal­
ented and well qualified pistolsmiths that 
should be with us, and we cordially invite 
them to contact the secretary for information. 

New officers, for the coming year, were 
elected at the Atlanta meeting. They are: Lou 

TARGET MAGNUM REVOLVER 

SNUB-NOSED REVOLVER 
SEMI-AUTOMATIC 

MACHINE 
PISTOL 

ONLY 

Not Sold 
in NYC 

No Permit 
Required 

Ciamillo, President; Al Marvel, Treasurer; 
and George Wessinger, Secretary. 

In recent years, the tremendous popularity 
of handguns, handgun hunting, and handgun 
competition of all types and descriptions has 
created a large market for custom 
pistolsmithing. More gunsmiths are pursuing 
this work and many are excellent craftsmen 
who produce fine quality work. 

However, there are many more who 
advertise and attempt quality workmanship 
but achieve little more than a good try. 

With this in mind, Lou Ciamillo of Mary­
land Gun Works and Joe Kassay of Joe K's 
Inc. polled a number of the top pistolsmiths in 
the country and the idea of the American 
Pistolsmiths Guild was formed. 

In 1977 the first meeting was held in con­
junct ion with the NRA National Police 
Revolver Championships in Jackson, Miss. 
Eleven charter members began the Guild. 

Their common desire was to promote a 
standard of quality, honesty, and work­
manship in the pistolsmithing trade, by ascer­
taining the competency of individuals before 
they are recognized and admitted to the 
Guild. 

Other goals include: To provide a free 
exchange of technical data between members 
of the Guild. To. foster a fraternal feeling 
among its members. To do the things that 
stand for the benefit of the organization and 
the advancement of the pistolsmithing profes­
sion. To provide the shooter with information 
regarding some particular type of work 

22 
Cal. 

Pellet-Firing 
Target Weapons 

FREE: Target and 50 Reusable Pellets $495 EACH 

10 
ROUND 

SIDE-MOUNTED 
CLIP ----------------, 

12 

Each of these 22 Cal. pellet·firing target weapons looks and feels like 
the real thing: like the magnum revolver used by highway patrols; like the 
famous snub-nosed revolver carried by detectives; like the 
"Commando" type semi-automatic machine pistol so popular with com­
bat attack groups. 
The Magnum Revolver features an extra long barrel to give you unusual 
accuracy. The cylinder loads and reloads quickly with ten pellets. 
The Snub-Nosed Revolver has an easy-load, swing-out cylinder that 
takes eight pellets. It's cross-hatched grips makes it comfortable and 
realistic to handle. 
The Semi-Automatic Machine Pistol has a side-mounted, detachable, 
10.round clip and will spray pellets into the target as fast as you can pull 
the trigger. Order your target weapon NOW. 

GUARANTEED DISTRIBUTORS, Dept. 499AA60 
County Road 687, Hartford, Michigan 49057 

GUARANTEED DISTRIBUTORS, Dept. 499AA60 
County Road 687, Hartford, Michigan 49057 

Yes, please rush me the 22 cal. pellet-firing target weapon I've checked 
below. Also include my FREE target and 50 reuseable pellets. I'm en· 
closing $4.95-the complete purchase price-plus 95¢ for postage and 
handling for each target weapon I'm ordering. If I'm not completely 

I 
I 
I 
I 

satisfied you'll refund my money right away. 
0 TARGET MAGNUM 0 SNUB-NOSED 

REVOLVER REVOLVER 
D SEMI-AUTOMATIC I 

MACHINE PISTOL I 
Name 

Address 

I 
I 

City State Zip I 
I NY residents please add applicable sales tax. / 

"""----------------------L- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - """ 
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OLYMPIC QUALITY 
AMMUNITION 

IT'S BEEN PUT 
TO TBE TEST ... 

t::.! 

'00 
& 
ati~~ 

ml MEI~·;ER~~ELN PELLETS 

* 1984 Olympic Games (Los Angeles). 
Shooters using Meisterkugeln Pellets 
capture 4 of the 6 Medals - 2 Gold, 1 
Silver, and 1 Bronze. Currently Meis­
terkugeln shooters hold all World, 

and Olympic Records . 

. •·. ~ 
.. ~ ,...__, - · 1----- .... \~........-.........., 

ml RIMFIRE MATCH CARTRIDGES 

* 1984 Olympic Games (Los Angeles). 
U.S.A. shooter captures Silver Medal 
in Women's Sport Pistol, using R-50 
cartridges. Plus R-25 shooters capture 
a Gold, and Bronze medal in the 
Men's Rapid-Fire Pistol. 
1984 Winter Olympics -
R-50 shooters captured 3 Biathlon 
Medals - 1 Gold, 1 Silver, and 1 
Bronze. 

ml PERCUSSION & 
MUSKET CAPS 

* World Record Performances. 
Currently RWS Percussion Cap 
shooters hold 15 of the 18 World 
Records . 

AND TBE REST 
IS OLYMPIC 

HISTORY 
Shooting RWS Ammunition will not 
guarantee a victory - but history 
shows that if you do, odds are you 
will do better than someone who 
doesn't. 

For your copy of our NEW 1985 " Precision Products" Catalog -
send $2 for 1st class, or $1 for 3rd class delivery to: 

mDJ~ 
Ilqnamil Nobel 

OYNAMIT NOBEL OF AMERICA INC 
105 Stonehurst Court. Northvale. New Jersey 07647 

desired and advise if a quality pistolsmith was 
available near him. 

With these goals and ideals in mind, the 
requirements for membership to the 
American Pistolsmiths Guild are naturally 
very strict. Only experienced and talented 
pistolsmiths are considered. This insures the 
shooter who chooses a Guild member that the 
workmanship produced by this smith is rec­
ognized by the best pistolsmiths in the coun­
try as being of excellent quality. 

The Guild was organized by gunsmiths 
who specialized in custom pistolsmithing and 
has essentially been limited to this type of 
person, since the gunsmith that is not 
involved in pistolsmithing to this extent, gen­
erally, would not meet the requirements. 

Pistolsmiths who apply to the Guild for 
membership are screened by the current 
members as to reputation, quality of work­
manship, experience and manner in which 
the applicant conducts business. Each mem­
ber is required by Guild by-laws to give an 
unconditional guarantee on all of his work. 

Failure to comply with this or any other 
Guild by-law could result in a vote by the 
membership to expel the member from the 
organization. 

Since we realize that there are many repu­
table gunsmiths who are not members of the 
Guild, it should be pointed out that nothing in 
this article should be construed to imply that 
because a person is not a Guild member his 
work is not satisfactory. 

Over the past eight years, the American 
Pistolsmiths Guild has been supported and 
encouraged by many people in the shooting 
industry and has prospered and grown due to 
the dedication and work of the elected 
officers and several other members, most 
notably, Jim Clark, the Guild's past president. 

Growth in recent years has been rapid and 
all indications are that this growth will 
continue. 

Future plans include the printing of a 
membership directory that will detail each 
member and list his specialties. This direc­
tory will be available to the public, upon 
request, to aid in the selection of a top 
pistolsmith to do a specific job in a specific 
area. 

There are also plans, in the near future, to 
recognize the most outstanding pistolsmith in 
the country each year. 

The future looks bright. Applications for 
membership to the Guild may be obtained by 
writing to the American Pistolsmiths Guild, 
c/o George Wessinger-Secretary, Route 1, 
Box 40, Chapin, ...... 
South Carolina, 29036. ~ 

DON JUDD 45 ACCURACY JOBS 
DONALD K. JUDD. INC. 

TARGET /COMBAT PISTOLSMITHING THE 45 ACP 

GUARANTEED ACCURACY ANO PERFORMANCE 
COLT • .• S&W ..• RUGER 

LONG SASE FOR DESCRIPTIVE PRICE LIST 

P.O. BDX 50366 
MIDLAND. TEXAS 79710 

915-694-1766 
NRA LIFE MEMBER 
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$9.95 
Soft cover 

$14.95 
Hard cover 

$19.95 Hard. 
autographed 
and numbered 

World champion handgun shooters 
Mickey Fowler and Mike Dalton teach 
you how and when to shoot. Enhance your 
ability to survive. Areas covered: safety 
• marksmanship • tactics • legal • 
women• technique• crime• guns and 
equipment• ammunition• 150 photos. 

• DRY-FIRE KITS 
PRACTICE AT HOME 
IMPROVE YOUR SKILLS 

ISi LOGO PRODUCTS 
Dry Fire Kit .. ... ........ ........ 3.95 
Hat Pins .. . .. ........... .... .... 4.00 
Hats (Baseball Type) . . . . . . ...... . 6.00 
T-Shirts ... . .. . ... . ... . .. .... ... 7.00 
Belt Buckles 

Gun Belt Pf, - 2" ........ ...... 12.95 
Dress Belt 1-1 W' ..... . . . . .. .. . 12.95 

ISi Patches ........ ....... ....... 2.00 

Add $2.00 per book or$1.00 per item for 
postage and handling on all ISi logo 
products. Money order, Visa . and Master 
Card , (send number and expiration date) 
shipped immediately. Personal checks 
allow 3 weeks for delivery. Ca. residents 
add 6'h% sales tax. 

CLASSES FORMING 
2 day and 5 day courses in sell-defense or 
competition available . These international 
experts and combat masters will teach you to 
lire last controlled shots, with the mental 
conditioning to obtain pin-point accuracy, and 
fulfill your personal goals! 

Send $2.00 for complete 8 Page 
Brochure and Information Packet 

to 

o•n;•M'°"".''°M'"' o•O 
DEPARTMENT A.H. 

P.O. BOX 5254. MISSION HILLS. CA. 91345 
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Buy One [DBI! Book, Get One Free! 

MILITARY SMALL ARMS 
---\~'\ OF THE 20TH CENTURY ~~'\ 

Gun Digest Book Of 

MODERN GUN VALUES 
5th Edition 

~ 5th Edition By Jack Lewis 
n"""' ~ ••"iiiTAIY f.ltt1•• 

~~~~11t1• 

#MSA5 

#ABC3 

$1195 

#FLA3 

$18 95 

By Ian V. Hogg & John Weeks 
Fully revised and updated edition of 
the standard reference in its field. 
Hundreds of military firearms of 60 
caliber or less, used arid to be used 
by the world's armies throughout the 
20th century. Dozens of new pistols, 
submachine guns, bolt-action rifles, 
automatic rifles, anti-tank rifles and 
machine guns, including the Browning 
DA Compact pistol, USSR AKR SMG, 
the Walther WA 2000 Sniping rifle, FN 
BGM-15 heavy machine guns. Plenty 
more! Spots new trends and develop­
ments in the small arms field with 
detailed descriptions. Specs. Fully 
illustrated. 304 8 '12'' x 11 " pages. 

ABC'S OF RELOADING 
3rd Edition 
By Dean A. Grannell 

#MGV5 

$14 95 

All-new expanded edition covers the 
current va lues of all non-military guns 
introduced from 1 900-1983. Nearly 
2000 photos and drawings supplied -
including data on three hundred new 
guns entered since the last issue. Gives 
complete specs, original manufacturing/ 
importation/discontinuation dates, and 
detailed descriptions of thousands of 
domestic and imported firearms; hand­
guns, rifles , shotguns and commemora­
tive alike. Guns are listed alphabetical ly 
by manufacturer within each section for 
easy reference. All values have been 
fully updated since the last edition. High­
ly accurate, hard-to-get information that 
can help determine the true value of your 
firearms today. 432 8'12'' x 11" pages. 

THE COMPLETE 
SHOOTER 
By Sam Fadala 

An all-new book with everything from 
discussion of the basic basics up 
through and including advanced tech­
niques and procedures. Topics include 
reloading safety, constructing a loading 
bench, homemade equipment, primers, 
powders, bullets. Plus: the lowdown on 
dispensing powder, seating bullets, 
bullet casting and lube/sizing; bullet 
swaging, shotshell reloading ; unsafe 
gun/cartridge combinations; J. D. Jones 
Wildcats, and bonded-core bullets. 
Mathematical tables and equations for 
reloaders , suggested references and 
notes on moving the reloading operation 
to the shooting site. Contains no load 
data, explains instead how to benefit from 
books that do. 288 8112'' x 11" pages. 

$1795 

A guide for the experienced shooter 
going beyond the basics. Fadala brings 
thirty years of experience in shooting 
sports to bear, examining all aspects. 
Explains why to use a certain cartridge 
or gun for a particular game. Views 
recoil from a technical perspective, tells 
how to minimize it. With over 1000 
illustrations, covers the home defense 
gun, the hunting handgun, long-range 
calibers , the varmint rifle, the black 
powder battery, sights, benchrests , 
trajectory charts , reloading, wildcats, 
custom guns and how to order them, 
scopes, an all-around big game gun 
plus plenty more. Provides the reader 
with a better understanding of the sport. 
448 8112'' x 11" pages. 

FLAYDERMAN'S GUIDE TO ANTIQUE AMERICAN 
FIREARMS ... And Their Values, 3rd Edition 
By Norm Flayderman 
More pages, more guns, more photos! 
New expanded edition includes a big 
chapter on shotguns and fowling 
pieces. All prices and historical informa­
tion have been completely updated. 
3,575 models and variants are 
described with all marks and specifi­
cations for quick identification. 2,783 
firearms are individually priced with full 
information on how to assess values. 
1,475 large scale photographs 
accompany model descriptions. It's a 
directory, reference and manual in one -
plus more! No facet of American ar"ms 
collecting is short-changed; tells how to 
identify, how to evaluate, how to bu ild a 
viable, significant collection. For quick 
referencing , a standardized numbering 
system is included, plus extensive cross 

referencing and indexing. For the 
serious collector looking for in-depth 
information, each chapter or chapter 
sub-group has a bibtiography of 
additional books available on that 
particular subject, along with the 
author's comments on each. Along with 
its practical value, Flayderman's Guide 
is also a fascinating historical study of 
arms. From the rifles that won the 
revolution to the Colts that won the 
West, it traces the nation's early history 
through strict vernacular of its weapons. 
A wealth of knowledge and keen insight 
compiled by the leading scholar and 
authority on antique American firearms , 
now in its 3rd big edition. 624 8112'' x 11 " 
pages. 

USE COUPON ON OPPOSITE PAGE TO ORDER NOW! --~ 



Buy One IDBI! Book, Get One Free! 
1985 GUN DIGEST 
39th Edition 

Edited by Ken Warner 
All-new articles and an S­
page, full-color section on long 
guns, handguns and accesso­
ries, AND the best compact 
catalog of U .S. and imported 
firearms on the market. 4SS 
SW' x 11 " pages. 

#GDSS ....... $14.95 
HANDLOADER'S DIGEST 
10th Edition 

Edited by Ken Warner 
Dozens of helpful "how to" 
features, including tools, mate­
rials , tips and techniques , by 
the top writers in the field . 
Extensive catalog of compo­
nents , equipment and acces­
sories for reloading. 320 SW' 
x 11 " pages. 

#HDI0 ....... $12.95 
HOME GUNSMITHING 
DIGEST, 3rd Edition 

By Tommy L. Bish 
Repair, restoration, remodel­
ing for every gun owner. Metal: 
plating. inlaying, soldering. 
Wood : gluing. coloring, filling, 
finishing. Tools: choosing, 
sharpening. care. 256 SW' x 
11 " pages. 

#HG3 ........ $10.95 

GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 
RIFLESMITHING 

By Jack Mitchell 
Covers locking systems. proven 
designs . triggers . safeties. 
barrel rining/c rowning. bed­
ding, bolt jewelling. instal­
ling scope mounts and sling 
swivels, metallic rine sights , 
stocks and forearms , much 
more. 256 SW' x 11 " pages . 

#RIFL ......... $10.95 

THE GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 
COMBAT HANDGUN NERY 
By Jack Lewis& Jack Mitchell 
From the basics to compe­
tition training and exercises. 
Coverage of the Bianchi Cup, 
the Steel Challenge and World 
Championships with diagrams 
and how to shoot courses . 
2SS SW' x 11 " pages. 

1985GUNS 
ILLUSTRATED, 17th Edition 

Edited by Harold Mur1z 
New features on Mag-na-port 
44 Magnums , Ruger Red 
Label double rine, the MG-
34 German machine guns , 
Browning T-Bolt 22, the Whit­
worth muzzleloader , much 
more. S full color pa~es, big 
catalog. 32S SW' x 11 ' pages. 

#GIS5 .... . .. $12.95 
POPULAR SPORTING 
RIFLE CARTRIDGES 
By Clay Harvey 
Examines almost 50 metallic 
cartridges, their history and 
handloading quirks . Com­
bines hard data with Author's 
interesting and informative 
analysis . Factory and hand­
load data furnished with each 
cartridge. 320 SW' x 11 " pages. 

#PRSC ....... $12.95 
GUNSMITHING: THE 
TRICKS OF THE TRADE 

ByJ. B. Wood 
Using ordinary workshop 
tools. Wood explains how to 
replace and repa1 r broken parts 
without welding: repoint firing 
pins /auto pistol strikers: 
tighten shotguns/revolvers: 
more . 256 SW 'x 11 " pages. 

#TRIX ......... $10.95 
GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 
SHOTGUN GUNSMITH I NG 

By Ralph Walker 
One of the nation s premier 
shotgun specialists explains 
the principle s and practices 
of repairing. individualizing 
and accurizing modem scatter­
guns. Much here never 
covered before . 256 S.,, " x 
11 " pages . 

#SHSM .. ...... $10.95 

GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 
AUTOLOADING PISTOLS 

By Dean A. Grennell 
History. operating principles 
and firing technici.ues for rim­
fire. military/ police . compe­
tition. hunting. assault autos . 
Value trends. reloading, hol ­
sters. full catalog. 2S8 811'' x 
11 " pages . 

#AUTO . . .. . .. $10.95 

1985 GUN DIGEST 
HUNTING ANNUAL 
Edited by Robert S. L Anderson 
Well-rounded, fully illustrated 
collection of expert hunting 
tips and techniques: using water 
fowl decoys , wing-shooting, 
hunting exotic game, ringneck 
pheasants. Preparing deer. By 
America 's finest shooter/ 
writers . 244 811'' x 11 " pages. 

#HA85 .. ..... $10.95 

CARTRIDGES OF THE 
WORLD, 4th Ed1t1on 

By Frank C. Barnes 
Completely up-dated, this en­
cyclopedic work covers the 
dimensions. performance para­
meters. physical characterist­
ics for over 1.000 different 
cartridges in one, well-organ­
ized book. 384 81'2 " x 11 " pages. 

#COW4 ....... $12.95 

GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 
PISTOLSMITHING 

By Jack Mitchell 
Covers smoothing, tuning, 
timing, joining, metal temper­
ing, rebarrelling, troubleshoot­
ing, accurizing, installina/al­
tering sights,., making repface­
ment parts. r..its for a 45 auto 
rebuilding a junker pistol. 288 
81'2' ' x 11 " pages . 

#PIST .......... $10.95 ---------------------------, TWO BOOKS FOR PRICE 
OF ONE! HERE'S HOW! 

Buy one of the DBI books shown in this ad and 
get another DBI book FREE! 
(a) Buy any book(s) in this ad at retail price. 
(b) For each book you buy, you may select a 

second book from this ad of the same price 
or less FREE• 

(c) Please include $2.00 for each FREE book you 
order to help us cover postage, insurance, 
packing and handing. 

(d) This offer is restricted to purchases made· 
by mail order from this ad only. 
A B 

I'm Buying Retail 
These Price 

$ 
Book# 

$ 

c 
Send These 

FREE! 

Book# 

Book# 

$ ___ _ _ _ 

DBI BOOKS, INC. Dept. H544 
One Northfield Plaza, Northfield, IL 60093 
Name ______________ ~ 

Address ________ _ ___ _ _ _ 
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HANDGUN HUNTING 
finish for looks, wear and rust resistance give 
ole Jim a shot at it; I'll bet you will be 
satisfied. 

J.D.JONES 
Got the itch to go on a big game hunt? 

Don't know where to go? Don't have the 
bucks for an expensive guided hunt? 

HUNTING HAI I OF FAMER NIGHTINGALE 
TAKES LION, LEOPARD, JUMBO AND BUFF 

Handgun Hunters International (POB 357 
Mag, Bloomingdale, OH 43910) may be able 
to help you. Members are invited to partici­
pate in any of the several low cost hunts held 
throughout the US and in foreign countries 
annually. y ucky Nightingale is the winner of the 1985 

L Haruigun Hunters Hall of Fame Award. 
A little over two years ago Lucky attended 

a seminar I gave at the Safari Club 
convention. He took possession of a 375 JDJ 
a week later and since then has taken a 
greater variety of big game with a handgun in 
a similar time period than anyone in history. 

He has hunted several continents success­
fully and his list of record book trophy ani­
mals is almost unbelievable. He owns the 
Number One Bontebuck and has taken 
brown bear, Cape buffalo, lion, leopard and 
elephant on the dangerous game end of his 
hunting. 

He enjoys it and isn't about to quit. 
Bob Good was the 1984 winner of this 

award and also shoots a 375 JDJ. 
In theory, anyone can win this award. You 

could walk out your back door and get a 
crack at an outstanding whitetail and win the 
award. For information on the particulars 
write Handgun Hunters Hall of Fame, 41302 
Executive Drive, Mt. Clemens, MI 48045. 

Handgun hunters have been busy in 1984. 
More and more of them have been running 
off to Africa to try dangerous game. I know 
of 12 elephant taken with the 375 JDJ, one 
with a 45-70 and one with a .44 Mag Stalker 
loaded with the 320 JDJ cast bullet. About 
two dozen Cape buffalo, several lion, several 
leopard, and several rhino have been taken 
by handgunners. 

WHAT'S NEW 
Well, for one thing Marty Liggins of Accu­
rate Arms Co. Inc. (Box 167, McEwen, TN 
37101) tells me that sales of Data powders is 
growing by leaps and bounds. In fact they 
have a new manual for their powders that's 
available for a buck. 

Marty also asked to help correct a typo in 
some of their older loading sheets. Seems the 
gremlins go to the 6.5 TCU data. The correct 
charge weight ofMR-5744undera120 grain 
bullet is 19 grains. Use of greater amounts is 
definitely an overload and using over 19 
grains can have disastrous results. 

'Nother thing is the 309 JDJ chambering in 
SSK Contenders. The 309 is simply the 444 
Marlin case necked to 30 caliber in a full 
length 308 die properly adjusted. The case is 
then fireformed to a 40 degree shoulder. It's 
best with 150-165 grain bullets at 23-2400 fps 
from 14 inch barrels. It shoots flat and accu­
rately. Most TIC 30 caliber barrels can be 
rechambered or new barrels are available 
fromSSK. 

A 270 and 340 grain SSK mold for the 454 
Casull revolver is now available. A 340 at 
1600 fps is quite a bit of power in a revolver. 

Jim Kelly of Metaloy Industries (Rt. 3, 

16 

Box 211-D, Berryville, AR 72616) is a likea­
ble, reliable, high quality plater of guns. 
Unlike many platers, Jim knows guns and 
that's what's needed. Metaloy is essentially a 
hard chrome of the non-glare variety. Almost 
100 percent of the SSK Contender barrels are 
finished in Metaloy. If you're considering a 

That's just one of the membership benefits 
of HHI. Another is the bi-monthly publica­
tion written entirely by members of the orga­
nization detailing their experiences with 
handguns, loading and hunting. 
Membership is $15.00 annually. 

WHO NEEDS A .380 AUTO ? ? 
. . . You probably need ours! 

Let's face it, when you really need any handgun, you need it real bad, and 
right then. The only gun that's going to be any good is the one you have 
with you. 

Most magnum revolvers, big-bore autos, and big capacity 9mm pistols 
are all too heavy, too bulky, or too uncomfortable to carry concealed 
(assuming you're properly licensed). If you leave the big gun at home or 
locked in your car trunk, guess what you're not going to have with you 
when you most need it7 

Our .38> ACP PPK/S holds 8 rounds, half the number of big new 9mm 
pistols, but EK>% more than five-shot 'snubbie' revolvers. It works just fine 
with high-impact factory hollow-points, too. It's comfortably small and light 
(23oz), with smooth contours and white outline sights. Our 'Durgarde' 
PPK/S can be carried dry of oil, will function dependably, and will not stain 
your clothes. (Stainless steel autos don't like to operate dry). 

The original Manurhin-Walther PP Series pistols have been around for 
almost 34 years. We've made over a million of them. Compare our PPK/S 
with any other .38> ACP - for quality, reliability, accuracy, and price. If you 
need a pistol to live with, Think Manurhin-Walther PPK/S. 

~ ~ v,cet PPK./S C:i: 380 A·~ -! 

MANc.~M \ 
UCENSE~WALTHER 
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UN REPENT ANT SINNER 

GET EVEN: 
Thr Complrtr lool< ol Dirty Tric•s 
A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big busi­
ness. government, and enemies. 
More sophisticated and involved 
tricks are included, such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and political dirty tricksters. Over 80 
sec tions present dirty tricks ranging 
from the simple to the elaborate. 5'h 
x B'h, hardcover, 192 pp. $12.95 

THE COMl'l.ETE llOOK Of 
COMBAT HANDGUNNING 

by Chuck Taylor 
All aspects of combat handguns and 
their use are covered in this com­
plete manual. Hundreds of illustra­
tions show using survival handguns, 
preparing the handgun for combat, 
caring for handguns. and handgun 
stopping power. An important fire­
arms book for survival ists and com­
bat handgun owners. B'h x 11, sofl­
cover, illus., 200 pp. $12.95 

SECRETS Of THE NINIA 
by Ashida Kim 

This is the real thing-one of the few 
complete, hardcover studies of this 
terrifying and deadly martial art. Text 
and photos illustrate Ninja princi­
ples of invisibility, covert entry , 
escape and evasion, assassination. 
sentry removal, meditation, mind 
cloud ing and much more. 51h x 8112, 
hardcover, 200 photos. 168 pp. 

$18.95 

THE RUGER PISTOL EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 
For the first time. conversion plans for a super-compact, 
selective-fire machine pistol! Turn your Ruger Mark I or H 
into a fistful of power- without modifying the receiver or 
bolt group and using hand-built parts. This ingenious con­
version fires from the original closed bolt system-making 
firing extremely accurate- and uses original trigger parts. 
The detachable auto tripper device can readi ly be removed 
for semiauto shooting only. Machinist's drawings, full­
scale templates and photos accompany directions. 9 x 12, 
soflcover, illus., 96 pp. $12.00 

by Colonel Charles Askins 

THE AR-15/ M 16: A PRACTICAL GUIDE 
by Duncan Long 

The AA- 15/ M16, the inspiration for so many modern 
assault rifles. is covered herein this defin1t1ve book. Should 
you wish to build your own or convert it to auto fire. Duncan 
Long supplies you with parts and tool lists and detailed 
step-by-step instructions. Virtually any accessory you may 
wish to buy fo r your AA-15 1s listed. Invaluable to the M16 
owner, this comprehensive book also covers assembly and 
disassembly, conversion kits and modifications, trouble­
shooting. ammunition, combat use, lubrication and more. 
81h x 11 , softcover, photos, 168 pp. $14.95 

THE MINl-14 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 
Use th is home workshop guide to convert your Mini into a 
selective-fire, silenced, S.W.A.T.-type weapon capable of 
fi eld-clearing fi repower. Provides complete workshop 
plans, 40 close-up photos and full-scale templates. This 
conversion process requires no machining or special tools. 
Once completed, it takes just five minutes to drop in the 
Automatic Connector (the book's secret!) or remove it as 
needed. Also includes detailed plans for a quick-and-easy 
caliber .223 silencer. 9 x 12, soflcover, photos. templates, 
n~ ~~ 

SILENCERS IN THE 1980S 
Cre~I Des,gns, Gre~I Designers 

By }. David Truby 
No w. an in-depth . fully illustrated report on the newest 
developments in suppressor technology. J. David Truby 
provides a II-new info on the innovative designs of today's 
suppresso r designers . plus explosive data on those who 
use them . His investigative research gives def initive 
comparisons of models, prices . features . kits . indepen ­
dent manufacturers . and silencer technology. You 'll not 
read th is privy info anywhere else! 81h x 11 . softcover. 132 
photos, 120 pp. $12.00 

THE RUGER 1022 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 
Here is a conversion system you can bet your life on! Now 
you can transform your Ruger 1022 into a selective-fire, 
close-combat gun you can trust. With simple hand tools, 
you can bui ld the parts that will convert your trusty Ruger 
1022 into a selective-fire weapon that can fire over 1,000 
rounds per minute on full auto- all without modifying the 
receiver or trigger housing in any way. Just drop in the 
conversion parts, and you 're ready for whatever- or 
whomever- comes. Over 60 expl ic it photos, machinist's 
drawings and full -scale templates accompany the de­
tai led instructions for making this conversion foolproof. 
9 x 12, soflcover, illus., 96 pp. $12.00 

, , . Forbidden 
Fighting 

Techniques 

Iii 
Ashida Kim 

FORBIDDEN FIGHTING 
TECHNIQUES Of THE NINJA 

by A\h1da Kim 
Pass through the dark night of the 
soul and. llke the Nm1a. become a 
mystic warner of the shadows To 
help you in your quest of the Silent 
Way, Ash1da Kim presents exer­
cises. strategy. fighting techniques 
and ceremonial oaths of in1t1at1on 
With practice and study. you can 
master this terrifying form of self ­
defense 81h x 11. hardcover. 271 

.._ ______ _, photos. 128 pp $19.95 

NINIA KNIFE FIGHTING 
by Dr. R. Kelly Hill, Jr. 

Night falls. The glint of cold steel 
slashes through the darkness. The 
threat is real, but are you ready? 
Become the self-reliant person 
you 'd like to be. Learn about select­
ing a knife, grips, training targets 
and drills, physical conditioning and 
the Ninja response modes-Earth, 
Wind, Fire and Water- that give you 
the necessary strategic and tactical 

.._ _ _____ ,, flexibility. 81h x 11. hardcover, 124 

THECO\f.BAT 
SOOTGUN ANO 

I
E~~~ __ , 

. 

...... ... ,, .. 

photos, 128 pp. $19.95 

THE COMBAT SHOTGUN 
ANO SUBMACHINE GUN 

A Special Weapons Analysis 
by Chuck Taylor 

From one of America's most sought­
after shooting instructors comes an 
in-depth analysis of these two con­
trovers ial small arms. Taylor pro­
vides a comprehensive education 
in the use of these commonly mis­
employed guns. Inc ludes info on 
field testing, drills. tac tics, accesso­
ries and techn iques. 81h x 11. soft ­
cover, 385 photos, 176 pp. $14.95 

THE COLT .45 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 
The ultimate selective-fi1-e conversion for the famed Colt 
.45 is here! All original components are retained, and only 
three functional parts have been added, each of which can 
be built using common hand tools. The ingenious auto­
matic tripping device- a feature never before incorporated 
in any machine pistol of this type- provides for trouble-free 
operation. A revolu tionary, compact, removable folding 
metal front grip aids in controlling the gun when firing full 
auto. Carefully researched and thoroughly tested for relia­
bility, this conversion system works with outstanding ac­
curacy and safety. 9 x 12, softcover, illus., photos, templates, 
88 pp. $12.00 

-------------OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 
NEW 1.0. IN AMERICA .. 
TIGER SCROLL OF THE 

KOGA NINJA . 
IMPROVISED EXPLOSIVES . 
THE AR-7 EXOTIC WEAPONS 

SYSTEM 

$10.00 

.. $ 8.00 
.$ 8.00 

SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONAL 
TECHNIQUES . . $14.95 

NINJA DEATH TOUCH .. . ... $10.00 
JOBS THAT SUCK • . . ANO SOM E 

THAT DON'T . . $ 10.00 
COMBAT SURVIVAL . . . .... $14.95 
REMINGTON 1100 EXOTIC 

WEAPON SYSTEM $12.00 

• t PALADIN PRESS ,.,.. Call TOLL FREE for credi1 card orders : 

1 PO BOX 1307- J P G -- 1--.a24-7888; Ask for Operator #249. 
Alaska & Hawaii , 1--.a24-7919. 

I BOULDER, CO 80306 ~ Send S1 for latest PALADIN CATALOG. I 
Pho ne (303) +43-7250 ~ Catalog free with order. 

I Plr•sr send ...., thr following titlrs: - - --------------· 

MAD AS HEU . . 
WARRIOR SECRETS 
BOUNTY HUNTER .. 
HOW TO FINO ANYONE 

$12.00 
$12.95 
$10.00 
$10.00 HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON 

I ~~~~1 

I Payment : 0 Check o rMo ney Order ,O VISA , 0 MasterCard ,hp.D•le ___ I 
C•rd No. I I I I / / / I I / I I I / I I I SUBTOTAL _ _ 

I NAME ----------- --·--------- Plea!.e include I 

ANYBODY . $30.00 
I HATE YOU!. $12.95 
YOU CAN'T MISS ............. $ 9.95 
DEAD CLIENTS DON'T PAY . $10.00 

ANYWHERE. $19.95 
HOME WORKSHOP SILENCERS 

VOL. I . . . ..... . .. . .. . . $12.00 

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE I SJ.()() postage I 
ADDRESS ------- - ------------ and handling ----

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED CITY STATf ___ zfp TOTAL - 1 -----------------------------. AMERICAN HANDGUNNER • JULY/AUGUST 1985 17 



INSIGHTS INJ'O IPSC 
CAMERON HOPKINS 

COMPDITORS TO BE CLASSIFIED; 
BARNHART WINS FLORIDA MATCH 

D ave Stanford, IPSC Regional Director, 
and the USPSA Board of Directors 

have finalized a plan to classify America's 
IPSC shooters according to ability. This clas­
sification system eliminates the jigsaw pat­
tern of local classifications done ad hoc by 
local IPSC clubs. 

There are two ways in which you can be 
classified: by shooting Official Classification 
Courses at your local club, or by competing 
in national matches designated as Qualifica­
tion Matches . These national matches 
include shoots like the IPSC Indoor Champi­
onship, Inter-Regional Matches like the 
recent FI.P.T. or the IPSC National 
Championship. 

A competitor must post scores in at least 
four classification contests. A maximum of 
seven scores are considered ifthe competitor 
exceeds the four match minimum. There are 
provisions for re-classification when a 
shooter improves. 

" 

Four courses of fire for classification at 
your local club will be sent to all affiliated 
clubs requesting them . The first three 
courses of fire have been authorized by RD 
Stanford, and they consist of a standard exer­
cise, a speed shoot and a short assault. The 
fourth course will be approved soon. 

Stanford said the short assault will involve 
"little or no" special props such as barricades 
and walls. Any affiliated club should be able 
to host these three matches without building 
or buying special equipment. 

The first three courses of fire must be shot 
between April 1 and June 30. The next series 
of four matches must be shot between July 1 
and September 30. These matches are open 
to everyone, but you must be a member of 
USPSA to receive a classification. 

The break-down on the classification -
based on percentage of the top shooter's 
score-is as follows: 

#2 

Master . . . . . . . . . 85 to 100 % 
A . . . . .. . . . ... 84.9 to 75% 
B . ... .. . . . .. . 74.9 to 60% 
C . ....... .. . . 59.9to40% 
D . . .. ....... . 39.9 and below 

The "gamesmen" in the crowd are sure to 
think of the obvious-sandbagging. Stanford 
thought of it too. "Generally we don't find too 
many sandbaggers. If there's indication that 
somebody's sandbagging, they might get 
away with it once, but not twice," Stanford 
said. He did not elaborate on specific sanc­
tions to prevent sandbagging, but he said 
each case would be dealt with on an individ­
ual basis. 

Regarding the 1985 IPSC National Cham­
pionship this November, Stanford said, "I 
intend to run it as a classified match." Assum­
ing the local clubs host classification 
matches, there is every reason to anticipate a 
classified Nationals. 

As I said in the previous issue's column, the 
National Champion will be the individual 
who wins the match, regardless of class. 
There will also be class champions so even if 
you're not a Master Blaster you still have a 
chance at being, say, C Class IPSC National 
Champion. 

Before leaving the topic of classification, 
allow me to congratulate Dave Stanford and 
the USPSA Board of Directors for taking this 
initiative. He's in the process of incorporating 
USPSA as a non-profit organization, he 

#9 
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instituted a Board of Directors and, of 
course, he's master-minded a National Clas­
sification system. 

IPSC/USPSA is off and running. Under 
Stanford's astute leadership, we can all look 
forward to many more improvements and 
refinements in the sport. 

EI.P.T. '85 
Jerry Barnhart won the first of the new 

Inter-Regional Championships in February 
at the Florida Invitational Pistol Tournament 
(EI.P. T.) . 

• MODEL H-1 LS (shown above) 
Padded Sheepskin with Calf 
Support .. .......... . .. $36.95 

• MODEL H-1 Padded Sheepskin out Calf Support . . $22 .9@, ••• without Calf Support .... $32.95 ~ . 
Please Add $3 .00 For Shipping & Handltng ,,,- , 

·~,~ 

Nothing comes close to a Cobra 
133-30 32nd AVENUE, FLUSHING, NEW YORK 11354 (718) 762-8181 

!"jiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii~~-----------------------------iiil 

Barnhart shot magnificently, and held off a 
field of Master Blasters, including former 
two-time National Champion John Shaw, 
Tommy Campbell and IPSC's quintessential 
gentleman, John Sayle. Let's don't forget a 
couple of other nationally ranked shooters 
who looked up only to see Barnhart disap­
pear in a cloud of smoke (was it 231 or 
Bullseye?). Bill Rogers, Rick Castelow and 
Brad Butler all shot unbelievably well, but 
not enough to challenge Barnhart. 

Barnhart shot a Nastoff compensated Colt 
Gov't. in .45 ACP. 

The EI. P. T. attracted shooters from across 
the country as well as Ecuador, Venezuela 
and Austria. The field numbered 130 
competitors. 

Christie Rogers shot her Devel Gammon 
in .38 Super into first place, allowing her to 
claim her third EI.P.T. Ladies Title. That's 
a clean sweep; there's only been three. 
National Champ Jo Anne Hall suffered from 
the ol' match jitters in her first major match as 
the National Champion, and did not fare well. 

Shooters were classed in the first major 
match testing the new classification system. 
The class winners were: 

First Master: John Sayle 
First A: Barney Beasley 
First B: Terry Phelps 
First C: Terry White 
First D: Armando Valdez 
Slots to the 1985 Nationals were awarded 
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~- Av~~~LE! Redhawk® 
~ MONOGRIP® 

MONOGRIPS® also made for 
•S & W: Sq. & Rd. Butt K, L& N; Rd. ButtJ 
•COLT PYTHON (I Frame) •1 00% 

reinforced 
Nylon ­
Nocheap 
plastics . 

•RUGER: Security Six*, Police 

Dept. AHRH 
Atascadero , CA 93423 

Service Six*, Speed Six* 
·(Post 1976serial numbers 151 and above) ::=::• $1895 Adel S l .00 for 

Ivory White Color. 

Check or money order plus 
$2.00 pos tage & handling (California 
res idents add 6 % sa les tax) . Spec ify model. 

Call (805) 466-6266 
Open 9-5 P.S.T. 

Brochure available for $1 .00 

WATSON COMPENSATOR SYSTEMS 

'l\\\lSON~ 
.45 

'SHOP 
2057 CLINE AVENUE 

FAYETIEVlLLE. ARKANSAS 72701 
RICHARD L. WATSON · PISTOLSMITH 

501-442-2967 
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Attention! 
{G{(»M 1 lAT 

Slf~()(OT lE1 I~ S 
Now you can purchase the 

accessories you need in one 
convenient :>lace. We offer: 

Kings Extended Salties 
Ambidextrous Salties-Swenson 

Colt 
Ex tended SI 1de Release 
Wilson Shok buff 
Wilson-Dwyer Group Gripper Govt. 

Wolff 18 Y, lb recoil spring 
MK IV recoil spring 
Extended Magazine Release 
Micro ad1ustable sights 
W1ch1ta ad1ustahle s1gh's 
Seleq self timer 
MMC Sar Cross fixed sights 
Mellett fixed sights 
8eaverta1I grip salties-Wilson 

Colt 
Long Match Triggers 

Comm . 

3 lightening holes 
Magazines· Colt. blue 

Devel, 8 rds 
Flat Mainspring housing-Colt , eked. 

Colt. serrated 
Pachmayr 

Colt Barrell and Bushing sets 
Colt Commander Hammers 
Micro Bushing 
B1anch1 ' Askins Avenger " 
Bianchi "Chapman Hi -Ride " 
Blocker "Security " (teflon lined) 
Blockt'r " X-16" 
Rogers " Idaho Reloader " pouch 
Rogers E-Z load 
B1anch1 "clip grip " 
Blocker "double clip" 
Rogers PPS Grips 
B1anch1 "Lightning " grips 
Pachmavr "combat " grips 

Wilson Extended Recoil 
Spring Guide 

I PSC Hat Pins 

18.50 
40.00 
49.95 
19.50 
6.35 

22 .95 
27 .95 
4.50 
1.50 

17.50 
31 .50 
49 .95 

154.95 
29.00 
26.00 
111.00 
23 .00 
10.40 
16.50 
18.00 
16.95 
23.00 
23.00 

9.95 
49.95 
16.50 
9.50 

35.00 
40.95 
35.95 
26.95 

6.35 
8.35 

19.00 
21.00 

22.115 
21 .00 
17.50 

28.00 
6.75 

We have considerable experience 
in 1-'~rforming IPSC style modifica ­
tions . Inquire for details. 

We are a Colt's Warranty Repair 
Station and carry a wide variety 
of Colt Parts. I!1;i.u_i~~ for details . 

We offer a complete money back 
guarantee·· 

Forward Correct remittance in 
cash . check or M .O. along 

with 10% or $2.50 postage to : 
FREE CATALOG UPON REQUEST! 

S JH((()(0T I ST 
SlJl»l))LY 

622 5th 
Belle Fourche, SD 57717 

C.O.D. 's Welcome 
or Lall your Visa and Mastercharge 

orders to 
(605) 892-2822 
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by RD Dave Stanford to the class winners 
who reside in the Region. Barnhart, from 
Pennsylvania, won a slot for being Match 
Winner. 

Terry White did not win a slot to Nationals 
even though he won C Class because he was 
not a member of USPSA prior to the match . 

Let that be a lesson to you - join USPSA! 
(USPSA, P.O. Box 8ll , Sedro Woolley, WA 
98284) . 

The first 60 shooters to sign-up competed 
in a man-on-man after the match. Barnhart 
won the man-on-man in the final bout against 
Tommy Campbell. 

The EI.P.T. stands as one of the smoothest 
run matches I have ever had the pleasure to 
attend . The shooters were squaded into 
details, eight per detail, and assigned shoot­
ing times. If your detail was scheduled to 
shoot at noon, then you shot at noon . Not five 
after noon, nor five till -at High Noon. 

The man responsible for the professionally 
run match was John Isley. Stanford presented 
John with the first of a new USPSA Service 
Award given to individuals who have con­
tributed significantly to the growth and sup­
port of IPSC. 

On behalf of the American Hand.gunner, I 
tip my hat to John and his superb staff of 
Range Officers. Great match, guys. 

WHERE TO WRITE 
In the March/ April '85 Insights Into IPSC 

I advised new shooters interested in par­
ticipating in IPSC to contact Dave Arnold of 
USPSA at an address in Virginia. 

Disregard that address. Now that Dave 
Stanford is the new Regional Director, he 
receives all IPSC and USPSA mail. 

Dave will answer any questions promptly 
and assist new shooters in joining the Big 
Brother Program described in March/ April's 
column. Dave's address is: Dave Stanford, 
President USPSA, Box 8ll, Sedro Woolley, 
WA,98284. 

GO NORTH, YOUNG MAN 
The IPSC Canadian National Cham­

pionship match will be held Aug. 2-6 near 
Regina , Saskatchewan. The entry fee is 
$75 (US) and there is a hotel with re­
duced rates available for competitors. 

Details are availabale from Dave 
Anderson , SC , 1985 Canadian IPSC 
Nationals, P.O. Box 916, Regina , Sas­
katchewan , S4P 3Bl, Canada, (306) 725-
4535. 

READER'S QUESTION 
Due to the production schedule of the 

magazine , it has become evident that we 
must publish answers to the Reader 's 
Question every other issue . Look for 
answers to the May/June question in the 
Sept/Oct issue , and answers to the fol­
lowing question in the Nov/Dec issue . 

What is your favorite practice drill, and 
why? 

Send your answers to 'Insights Into IPSC', Suite 
200, 591 Camino de la Reina, San Diego, CA 9nfl8. 
Limit your response to 250 words. Answers must be 
either typewritten or clearly handwritten . The editor 
reserves the right to edit published answers for clarity 
or length. 

The first and only English-language book devoted en· 
tirely to the world-famous Beretta. J.B. Wood , an expert 
on automatic pistols and especially Berettas, traces the 
history and technology of the Beretta from the model 
1915 through all its stages of development. The US mili· 
tary has just named a present-day model its standard 
sidearm, and the contract calls for 315,000 pistols to be 
produced in the next 5 years . More than 170 unusual 
photos & diagrams from the author's private collection 
and the Beretta archives document the Beretta story. 
Discerning collectors and shooters are certain to make 
this new book a firearms classic. 

Please send me __ copies of Beretta Automatic Pistols 
@ $19.95 (plus $2 postage for 1st book & 50¢ for additional 
copies) PA residents add 6%. If not completely satisfied I may 
return within 30 days in original packing for full refund . 

O Visa O MasterCard O Am. Express 0 Check Encl. 

Card#---------- Expires __ 

Name _______ ______ _ 

Address _____________ _ 

City. ST. Zip ____________ _ 

c d't c d a call 1 800 READ NOW 

STACKPOLE BOOKS 
America's Great Outdoor Publisher 

Department AH 
PO Box 1831 , Harrisburg, PA 17105 

DGUNS • RIFLES • SHC 
GUNS • RIFLES • HANDGL 
S • SHOTGUNS • RIFLES • H 

• RIFLES• SHOTGU 
IFLES •SH 
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COMBAT SHOOTING 
MIKE DALTON 

OPTICAL OR IRON? PROS AND CONS OF 
OPTICAL SIGHTS FOR COMBAT SHOOTING 

0 ptical sighting devices have been used 
for quite some time now, but, until 

recently, have proven their worth only on 
rifles and handguns for hunting purposes. 
Seldom were they attached to a handgun for 
target shooting. 

The Bianchi Cup provided the catalyst for 
handgun shooters to strive for any extra 
points available in this premiere tournament. 
There was a belief that optical sighting 
devices could not be made competitive. The 
only thing that really kept them from being 
competitive was the fact that the top shooters 
weren't using them and only certain matches 
were suited for their use. 

As more scopes began appearing on the 
scene, a few Aimpoints were tried with dif­
ferent degrees of success until 1982. That's 
when Brian Enos took second place with an 
Aimpoint just behind Mickey Fowler using a 
.45 auto with iron sights. The "hand writing" 
was clearly on the wall as other Aimpoints 
and scopes made it into the Top Ten. 

That's when the experimentation really 
started and the refinement of mounting sys­
tems started taking shape. Soon many 
custom mounts were showing up and the 
mounting difficulty was solved. 

By the 1983 Bianchi Cup most of the field 
was using some type of optical sight with the 
Aimpoints leading the way. Brian Enos won 
the '84 contest using a Frank Glenn S&W 
revolver with an Aimpoint. Only two shoot­
ers in the Top Ten used iron sights. The others 
used Aimpoints. Bill Wilson was the highest 
finishing scope (12th place) showing that the 
scopes were not to be counted out. 

1984 was the Year Of The Optics. Brian 
Enos again won with an Aimpoint and the 
entire Top Ten used optics with eight being 
Aimpoints and two scopes. John Shaw took 
second with a lX Burris and Bill Wilson 
seventh with a Thompson Center 1.5 RP. 

Why have optics done so well at the 
Bianchi Cup? Well, because the match for­
mat consists of fixed time limits that are com­
fortable, and the main emphasis is on 
accuracy. The competitors must keep their 
shots in the 10-ring, an 8-inch circle, and the 
top shooters strive to keep them in the 4-inch 
X-ring. The optics and the Aimpoints helped 
the shooters come closer to this goal. 

The reason the Aimpoints have become 
the popular choice of most competitors is the 
fact that there is no parallex. The red dot 
doesn't need to be centered in the glass to be 
on "zero," and there is no "black out" that 
occurs in a scope without the proper eye 
relief. 

The Aimpoints also have little (Mark IID 

or no magnification (Mark JD. This helps 
keep the optics from dancing around. Even 
the shooters that prefer scopes use low power 
units for this reason. 

It took awhile for the shooters to get used 
to the small field of view. For example, at 10 
yards you only see a little more than the ten 
ring. In other words, when you bring the gun 
on target all you see is "cardboard." 

Another problem with optics, that takes 
some time to learn, is to look at the target and 
not at the sights. One of the first things a pistol 
shooter learns is to concentrate focus on the 
front sight. This is not a problem for the new 
shooter because he does what is natural - just 
look at the target. 

Practical shooters spend years training 
themselves to look at the front sight which is 
a conditioned technique. It's a strange par­
radox to learn to look at the target. 

When I say "look at the target,'' that's just 
what I mean; don't focus on the red dot. 
When you focus on the target, the red dot 
naturally centers itself on the spot you are 
focused on. After awhile this becomes quite 
natural and one becomes better and better at 
doing it. 

The Aimpoints and scopes also allow you 
to concentrate on your trigger release 
because you don't have to align the front sight 
in the rear sight notch and then maintain 
perfect alignment as you operate the trigger. 
And, of course, the trigger pull is the most 
important fundamental of accurate shooting. 

Over the past few years Mickey Fowler 
and I have experimented with different 
scopes trying to see if one would be better for 
the Bianchi Cup. We've tried different magni­
fications and reticles, including the dot reti­
cle, to no rewarding end. We continually find 
the scopes fall short. 

In fact, we don't shoot as well with an 
Aimpoint compared to iron sights. 

In polling some other top shooters on this 
question, Brian Enos and Rob Leatham find 
exactly the same situation. It could be that we 
have used Aimpoints for so long that our own 
training has affected our ability to get the 
most out of a scope. 

The scopes, however, have been used 
quite effectively by John Shaw and Bill 
Wilson who swear by them. It could be that 
some people are better suited for the scope. 
Right now there is insufficient data to deter­
mine which is better - Aimpoint or scope. 

The evidence, however, shows a clear 
majority of the top spots are continually gar­
nered by the Aimpoints. One thing we must 
also take into consideration is that none of the 
optical devices were made with Bianchi-style 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER •JULY I AUGUST 1985 

pistol shooting in mind. If the manufacturers 
put their minds to it, great strides could be 
made toward better units for this type of 
shooting. 

I think someday optical sights for hand­
guns are going to be quite popular. Why, you 
ask? Because people like to hit what they're 
shooting at! It's more fun, and learning to be 
proficient with iron sights is a considerably 
more difficult process. 

These optics have been a blessing to older 
shooters. As your eyes age, it becomes more 
and more difficult to shift your focal point. It 
also becomes very difficult to find and hold 
your aiming point on a target you can barely 
see when focused on the front sight. The 
optics eliminate these problems by letting the 
shooter concentrate his focus on the target. 

For 1985, I predict the vast majority of the 
shooters at Bianchi Cup will be using some 
type of optical sight. We're also going to see 
more and more improvements to these units 
which will keep pushing the ~ 
shooters to new heights. ~ 

Extended Magazine Re­
lease Assembly for Colt .45 
type Autos. Replaces exist­
ing release. No drilling and 
tapping. Available as a com­
plete unit for $19.95 or just 
the enl·arged button and 
screw for $9.95. Enlarged 
button & screw comes in 
blue or stainless. Replace­
ment catch comes in blue. 
Nitex $4.00 extra. 

DEALER 
INQUIRIES INVITED 

Bianchi Holsters: Chapman # 501 lnt'I # 52 . 42.00 
Bianchi B-9 Belt or G. Davis # 114 Belt . . . . . 26.00 
G. o8vis Holsters: Realist # 1145 or Ushef # 1045 69.00 
G. Davis Holster : California ChaHenger # 12450 . 69.00 
G. Davis Holster Usher Low Cut #10450 . . . 74.00 
G. Davis Holster : Phoenix Special #11450 . . 74.00 
G. Davis Double .45 Mag Pouch. 23.00 . Single 14.00 
Blocker Holsters: ISi or Fowler Speedmaster 69.95 

(X·D<aw t Strong ~de /5" "'6" Bbl) (Basketweave add 10.00) 
Blocker Double .45 Mag Pouch: Slant or Straight . 28.95 
Blocker ISi Belt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 .95 
Blocker ISi Belts or Doub&e Mag Pouches in Basketweave . 35.95 
Rogers/ Plaxco -Id Speed Holster (5" 16" Bbl) . 48 00 
Rogers Hackathorn Combat / Aevotver t CompensatOf Model 48.00 
Wilson Shok-Butt Kit (Gov't or Commander) ...... 5.50 
Wilson Shok-Buff Washers . . . ... ..... . 1.00 
Wilson Extended Ejector . . . . .. 18.95 
Wilson COOVTiandef Hammer . . 18.95 
Wilson Trigger 
Wilson Beavertail Grip Safety (Blue or Stainless) . 

14.95 
18.95 

W1lson t Aogers or Pachmayr Competition .45 Magazine . . :>0.50 
Devel 8 Round Magazine for .45 Auto . . . . 2.1. ·~ 
Devel Competition Mag Blue .. .... 26.00 . . . . ... Nickel 27.50 
Breskcwich Advantage Grip System for .45 Auto •S.00 
John Shaw Speed-E-Load MagweJI 26.00 
Colt or King Drop-in Wide Grip Safety (btue/ stainless) . 25.00 
King Extended Combat Safety (blue/ stainless) . . 18.50 
Swenson Ambidextrous Safety for .45 . 40.00 
·swensight" for .45 Auto 29.95 

John Shaw Pro Shooters Bag . 69.95 
··vou Can't Miss" by John Shaw (2nd. Edition) . 8.95 
" l.Jfe Without Fear" by MK::key Fowktr & Mike Dalton .... . 9.25 
Magazine Slam Pads: Black checkered neoprene 1.00 
Ouickloader Magazine VfeM . . . . . . . .. 6.00 
John Shaw's Magazine Pad . . . l .75 

ALL ITEMS IN STOCK• 

MASTERCARD/ VISA ORDERS ACCEPTED! 
Give number I Expiration Date 

PhOM orders Mon.-Fri . 4-10 PM EST 
JHn 716-172-4218 M'ke 71H27-3782 

FREE SHIPPING OH All ORDERS 
MYS Rnidenta add 71' S.... Tax 

S9nd fOf FREE CATALOGUE 
COMBAT CORNER 

Dept AHG Ad #1. 9518 R1 60. Fredonia. NY 1.t063 

THE LEWIS LEAD REM OVER 
SATISFACTION 
GU ARANT EEO • 

$11 .75 -
Revolver Cleaning Kit. Removes leading from Forcing Cone, 

Cylinder, and Barrel. Available in either 38-41-44-45 cal. Brass 

cloth patches (Pk. 10) $2.30. Order direct or from your dealer. 

Check or Money Order plus $1.50 posragc & handling. 

~GUN SPECIALTIES. INC. 
~ ~O. Box 31 College Park, Georgia 30337 
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Custom 
Pistols 

J. MICHAEL PLAXCO 
Highest quality workmanship by a champion 
competitor: 
•Member world Champion CSA IPSC "Gold" 

Pistol Team, 1982 
• Twice Winner Mid-Winter Targetworld 

Championship, 1980 and 1982. 
• Third Place in USA IPSC Nationals, 1981 
Developer of the Plaxco Compensator System 

For more information and gun specifications: 
J. Michael Plaxco, Rt. 1 Box 203 
Roland, Arkansas 72135 501-868-9787 

Greider's Custom .45 Shop 
• Highest Quality 

Work 
• Target, IPSC or 
Combat 
Conversions 

• Standard or Shooters Specifications 

For further information and specifications, contact: 

...... ,w,,,.. .. .... 
- F ..,w<.<­
,,_ r-l"Qll_f 

Bob Greider 
4625 Carrie Ann Lane 
Abilene, Texas 79606 

915-698-2006 
~-----I '- "" ' - l'i"'-· f.C- 1 

~ Ato. r..t-r.. 

TED BLOCKER'S CUSTOM HOLSTERS 
MEETING THE DEMA OS OF SERIOUS COMPETITORS. 

A complete rig designed especially 
FINALLY for PPG compet it ion 

4 Dell ~ eepers com• w t'l 
mp•eterigas sn(·o\>n 

All new JR caw•Ogfll .. 1oe· 
Gets rounds aoo« b<> • 
allc .,., ,ng last access 

Our a· "lew tr.pie Soring 
Lok Soeea Loader Pouchs 
N1th soring retainer which 

a c.. .... s 1oade1 to oe sna::ioea 
,ul •asl and easy 

I 

Complete Rig as shown $159 95 

This hols ter is made of top gra in 7oz lea ther and is tined wi th 18 gauge 
steel It also feat ures an open fron t design wit h metal and steel wrapped 
around cyhnder to the frame w th the opening m fron t large enouqh for 
the Dar rel 10 pass through. a!low1ng the forward motion of the draw as 
soon as the gun is ra ised high enough to clear cylinder The design of 
lh1s hols ter allows the use of guns wi th the popular A1mpo1nt. Bull Bar­
rels and Ribs . Jt is ava il able for the S&W K-Frame. L·Frame and N-Frame 
and also the Col t Python wi th 5 ~ a nd 6 Barrels and others on special 
request 

I ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS 

[ i~~~~~ ~~~l~deo~~=~~~~:~1~:i~oa~~r~~l~f~1;n~:~e~~~~t~n:d;~~:!~o ~~~e~ 
tax Al! orders must add 5 ;0 for sh ipping and hand ling Send check or 
money order Mastercard_ Visa, or American Express are we lcomed 
P1ease 1ncluae card number and expiration date 

Ted Blocker's Custom Holsters 
PO Box821 

Roserread Ca 1forn1a 91770 
!818, 442-5772 

Aela ner strap tor gul'IS 11; ,tJ'I 

Of ... ,lhoul •ibs u A MP0•"~ 

,,./o be useo Pease spec !) 

~~~l~ 
, ·• ., ' . 

'· .I I ;;, ~ -- · 
i .:. - ~~. ·:.;.\ .. . -. 

Heres what the L A P 0 P P C Pis tol 
Team ol Ch ris Kaufmann. John Prrde. J P 
Nelson and Fred Romero say abou t ou r 
new P P C Rig ·its been a long t ime com· 
1ng and worth the wa -1 This Rig 1s the 
ultimate tor P P C compe1111on_ This Rig 
was designed by Ted Blocker for this 
Pistol Team to use m !he Prest1g1ous 1983 
81anch1 Cup of which they took top 
honors as a team 

CONVERSATION 
WITHA 

CHAMPION 
By Jon Winokur 

Jim Zubiena is a talented actor who brings 
the same intensity to pistol competition as he 
does to his television roles. He won this years 
overall Southwest Pistol League Champion­
ship handily (four wins and two seconds out 
of ten matches) against a fiel.d that includes 
All-World shooters Mike Dalton, Mickey 
Fowler; Paul Liebenberg and Jerry Usher. 

I recently visited Jim and his wife, Linda, 
(herself a top competitor) in their Los 
Angeles home for what turned out to be a 
'workshop' on shooting, acting, and the com­
mon ground between. 

JW: Jim, you played a hit man in a recent 
episode of the NBC series, "Miami Vice." In 
one scene, you dispose of a drug dealer with 
several shotgun blasts, and are then held at 
gunpoint by your victims bodyguard. With 
your hands in the classic 'surrender' position, 
you draw a concealed . 45 from your waist­
band and pump three shots into him in a 
second and a half. You then clear the weapon, 
pl.ace it on his body and calmly walk away. 

Have you considered the public re/.ations 
repercussions of using practical shooting 
techniques while playing a 'heavy' on 
national television ? 
JZ: In this part, I'm not a representative of 
practical shooting. My priorities are thus: 
I'm an actor first, I'm a sportsman second. 

I just happened to be in a part that utilized 
the techniques I learned in a sport for the 
development of a character who happened to 
be an assassin. The methods I employed were 
those of the character I was playing, a total 
professional who was a master of the tools of 
his trade. So if any member of the 'liberal 
press' tries to pin that tail on this donkey, 
they'll have a hard time making it stick. I 
don't feel I have to answer for anything. 
JW: Did you provide technical advice for the 
show? 
JZ: The week after the Bianchi Cup I worked 
with Don Johnson and Phillip Michael 
Thomas, the stars of the show, with pistols, 
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rifles and shotguns. We worked on the range 
for three days doing various types of shooting 
so they would be comfortable with the weap­
ons and be able to simulate live fire. 
JW: How do you feel about the whole ques­
tion of violence on television? 
JZ: I'm offended by shows that portray vio­
lence without showing its tragic end-product. 
A series like 'The A-Tham' probably shoots a 
thousand rounds a show but not once does 
anyone get hurt or killed. I think that's bad 
because it gives younger, more impression­
able viewers the idea that they can use guns 
without any consequences. 
JW: Are you saying the television industry 
has a responsibility to portray violence 
realistically? 
JZ: My own opinion is that television 
shouldn't be the conscience of society. What 
goes on the tube is what the mass audience is 
buying, not what's socially desirable. The 
people who run the industry are busi­
nessmen. Their allegiance is to ratings, pure 
and simple. They've determined that the pub­
lic wants "action," so that's what they put on 
the tube. 

JW: Are there similarities between acting 
and competitive shooting? 
JZ: Acting and shooting are very similar. As 
an actor I've studied the 'method' as taught by 
Lee Strassberg- and I've applied a similar 
method to the mental aspects of shooting. It's 
a question of being flexible. I use a little bit of 
this and a little bit of that in both shooting and 
acting. I use whatever works for me for the 
moment. 
JW: How do you discover what works? 
JZ: By accident. You'll be on the range prac­
ticing a given technique and you'll do some­
thing "wrong" - something that isn't part of 
that technique- either because you lost your 
concentration or you were going too fast, and 
it works. You ask yourself, "How did I do 
that?" Then you test out your "discovery" and 
it develops into a new technique. 
JW: Are there any other acting techniques 
you've applied to shooting? 
JZ: When I work as an actor I verbalize 
things. If you have a fear within yourself it 
keeps eating at you unless you verbalize it. 
But once your verbalize it, you confront it 
and get it over with and you can go on to 
something else. It's called "speaking out." 

The year I came in fifth in the Steel Chal­
lenge, my first run on Outer Limits was a 
complete hoser - it must've been a nine-sec­
ond run. After that disaster, I said out loud, 
"Time is irrelevant." The gallery laughed and 
applauded, and I settled down and shot a 
good, solid four runs. 

I didn't set the world on fire, but I 
recovered from that first run because I ver­
balized the problem, which is this: In speed 
shooting, the faster you try to go, the slower 
you are. 
JW: What kind of reactions do you get from 
people in the entertainment industry when 
they find out you're a shooter? 
JZ: Prior to the point where I became proud 
of my shooting, which means prior to the 
point where I started doing well, I had a 
tendancy not to bring it up. And when some-
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MODERN PRACTICAL and 
DEFENSIVE SHOOTING 

is being taught at the CHAPMAN 
ACADEMY OF PRACTICAL SHOOTING. 
Courses are now available for pistol, 
rifle and shotgun. The courses have 
been attended and praised by world 
class competitive shooters as well as 
law enforcement and military person­
nel. For information write: 

CHAPMAN ACADEMY 
Hallsville, MO 65255 

(314) 696-5544 

Offer valid on Remington 1522's and Winchester X-22 
LR's through June 16th 1985 at participating retailers 
throughout the nation. Check on $4.00 manufacturers 
rebate on 500 box of .22 shells. 
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This rugged pistol case blends 
old-world craftsmanship with 
modern space-age materials. 
Thoughtfully designed with 
features only available from 
Pachmayr that offer the hand­
gunner security, durability 
and years of dependable use. 

Exclusive Pachmayr Features 
1) Heavy-duty web carrying 
strap 2) 3, 4 or 5-gun 
models available 3) Wind­
proof positive door lock 
4) Utilitarian back door/shelf 
5) Adjustable Lok-Grip hand­
gun tray 

See your dealer todayl If he's out of stock, write or call Pachmayr 
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1220 South Grand Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90015 

® 

(2131 748-7271 I Outside of California 1-800-423-9704 

one else would bring it up in mixed company, 
I had a tendency to cool it. The truth of the 
matter is, there are people in the industry 
who wouldn't hire you just because you're a 
"gun nut." But now I've reached the point 
where I'm proud of my shooting and I feel I 
can talk about it with anyone. 

In fact , I misjudged a person, and he 
turned out to be one of my dearest friends. 
He's a director I had worked for in commer­
cials. I saw him at a Steel Challenge three 
years ago. Up to that time I thought he was an 
anti-gunner. I walked up to him and asked 
whether he was there collecting propaganda. 
He said no, opened his jacket and revealed 
two .45's in his belt. He's now a member of 
the League and we're good friends. 
JW: When did you begin shooting in 
organized competition and what was your 
shooting experience before that? 
JZ: I started shooting in the Southwest Pistol 
League in July of 1976. Before that I'd shot 
various handguns-a Ruger .44 Magnum, a 
Browning Hi-Power and snub nose .38 at 
bullseyes three or four times a year. I'd also 
shot some trap. 
JW: You've had to overcome adversity in your 
shooting career, having suffered a severe 
injury in an SWPL league match. How did it 
affect you? How did you overcome the 
setback?. 
JZ: In September of '77 I was in tight race 
with Steve Blankenbiller for the "B" Class 
Championship. I ran the Cooper Assault and 
tore my knee to pieces going over the wall. It 
took a year out of my life and set my acting 
career back about two years. There were 
times when I didn't think I'd be able to walk 
right again. 
JW: But you shot matches from a wheelchair 
and on crutches, didn't you ? 
JZ: Yes, and won first "B" in the Advanced 
Military from a wheelchair, and shot the 
Flying M on crutches, but I was effectively 
out of competition for about three years. We 
continued shooting the whole time I was 
"down," but we didn't compete. In 1981 we 
came back and started shooting the full pro­
gram - one match a month. That year Linda 
won the SWPL Women's Championship and I 
won "B" Class. 
JW: As I recall, the season came down to one 
match-ironically- the Cooper Assault. 
JZ: Right. Going in, it appeared that I'd have' 
to place well in the Cooper Assault in order to 
win the title. As it turned out I could have 
stayed home and still won, because the per­
son who was second blew out. I ended up 
second overall behind Craig Gifford. I was 
scared to death. 
JW: If you had to single out one thing that 
helped you win the SWPL Championship, 
what woul.d it be? 
JZ: One thing has improved my shooting 
more than anything else I've ever done. In the 
six months following the day I quit smoking, I 
shot six matches. I won three of them, came 
in second in two and ' finished fifth in the 
other. The only variable was not smoking. I 
hadn't developed any new techniques or 
lightning speed, hadn't improved my hand-

Continued on page 31 
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MANUPACTUA•D BY 

~ 
ISRAfl MIUTARY INDUSTRllS 

The UZI Semi-Automatic Carbine 
is the best 9mm Carbine on the 
market today. Now it's been 
complemented by the incredible 
9mm UZI Semi-Automatic Pistol. 

as well as to everyone who always 
dreamed of owning an UZI .. . 

but never dared. 

Together they make a 
pair of world famous 
firearms guaranteed to 
get you enthUZlastic 

r action arms ltd. 1 

In addition, you will want to 
add to your collection by 

purchasing other genuine 
UZI Accessories and 

Memorabilia. Included are 
caps, t-shirts, belt buckles 

and more. 
for life ! 

New from Action Arms is 
the .22LR Conversion Kit 
for the UZI Semi-Automatic 
Carbine. This exciting 
accessory will appeal to 
current owners of the UZI 

Dept. AH-075 
PO. Box9573 

Philadelphia, PA 19124 
215-744-0100 

Rush my FREE UZI color brochure to: 

Name 

Address 

City, State, Zip 

D Also enclose the FREE SAMSON® 
Match Grade Ammunition color 
brochure. 

L------------------~ 
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So get enthUZlastic now. 
See all of the UZI products 

at your favorite firearms 
, store. Or mail coupon for 

FREE color brochure. 
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Collecte d by Jon Winokur 

Basics of Practical Shooting 
1. Organized shooting is termed practical if it 
involves the three equivalent elements of accuracy, 
power, and speed - symbolized by the 
monogram DVC ( Diligentia, Vis, Celeritas). 

2. A defensive pistol must be capable of being 
brought into action from a safe carrying condition 
with maximum speed. 

3. The practical shot delivers a decisive hit in the 
shortest time his sl~ill permits, but minute time 
differentials between contestants ore less important 
than the solution of varied target problems. 

4. A quid~ , accurate hit is meaningless unless it is 
a powerful hit. In competition, therefore, a power 
minimum is stipulated and power increases above 
that minimum ore encouraged. 

5. In practical competition the target is of a size 
representing the area on on adversary in which 
a single hit with a powerful weapon may be 
expected to stop the action. 

6. The pistol is a defensive arm, and practical pistol 
competition is conducted mainly at ranges typical 
of defensive encounters. 

JEFF COOPER, Combat Moster; founder of the 
discipline of modern practical pistolcroft; Director, 
American Pistol Institute; founding president and 
Honorary Life Chairman of the International 
Practical Shooting Confederation. 
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7. Practical problems ore constantly varied, within 
parameters consistent with defensive combat, so 
that the unexpected challenge is tol~en for granted. 

8. Practical weapons and accessory equipment 
ore not technically restricted except as to insure 
safe and sensible approximation of defensive 
confrontations. Weapons or equipment not suitable 
for continuous indefinite wear ore not recognized, 
but innovation is encouraged. 

9. Continuity of fire may occasionally be necessary 
in defensive combat, and is tested in practical 
competition. Cit is not the whole measure of 
practical morl~smonship , however, and must not 
be overemphasized.) 

10. Practical shooting is primarily a research tool by 
which to discover what instruments and systems ore 
best suited to the primary purpose of the arm. That 
it is also entertaining is fortunate but not vital. 

, ,~ Jon Winokur 198 5 



M an fights with his mind. His hands and 
his weapons are simply extensions of 

his will, and one of the fallacies of our era is 
the notion that equipment is the equivalent 
of force. 

For nearly 20 years I have been teaching 
weaponcraft -which may be defined as the 
aggregate of dexterity, marksmanship and 
tactical understanding- and perhaps 50 of 
my graduates have now had occasion to use 
these skills in mortal confrontations. (I say 
"perhaps" because I must assume that not 
every client sends me a report.) 

Of the 30-odd who have reported, not one 
has said that his life was saved by his dex­
terity nor by his marksmanship, but rather by 
his "mind-set." 

What, then, is the "combat mind-set?" 
It is that state of mind which insures vic­

tory in a gunfight. It is composed of 
awareness, anticipation, concentration and 
coolness. Above all, its essence is self-con­
trol. Dexterity and marksmanship are pre­
requisite to confidence, and confidence is 
prerequisite to self-control. 

Any state of mind is entirely subjective, 
varying infinitely among individuals. We do 
not feel the same about our experiences, and 
anyone who tells you how you will feel in a 
fight has not studied the matter thoroughly. 

On the other hand, we can talk to many 
who have "seen the elephant," and we can add 
to this our own experiences, and thus explore 
the subject- in a tentative way. 

In such exploration we should bear in 
mind that while times change quickly, people 
change slowly. Abraham would be 
astonished at electricity, but not at Cher­
nenko. Lifestyles in Elizabethan England 
were very different from ours, but Shake­
speare's characters viewed life just as we do. 

We may dismiss the notion that a twentieth 
century man reacts differently to violence 
from the way his grandfather did. He may be 
told that he will - for specious reasons-but 
when he looks into the lion's mouth his 
response will be the same. Sometimes it will 
be good and sometimes bad, but this will 
depend upon his character rather than the 
popularly held mood of the moment. 

Combat is an unusual experience for most 
of us, but then emergencies of any kind 
always are. However combat does occur, and 

any fully educated person knows this and 
prepares for it. 

Despite what we may hear, combat is not 
characteristic of any particular occupation or 

"What, then, is the 
' combat mind-set? ' It 
is that state of mind 
which insures victory in 
a gunfight." 

situation. It may come to a policeman, but it 
may just as probably come to a barber, a 
broker or a biologist. Accepting this is the 
first step in physical security. No one can 
solve any problem of which he is not aware. 

In what follows we will consider the com­
bat mind-set in three aspects- before, during 
and after action. I can tell you how I have felt, 
but that is by no means my principal research 
tool. On the contrary, I will draw on scores of 
individual, informal interviews with men 
who were speaking with complete frankness 
and with no concern whatever about what 
their supervisors, their attorneys, their wives 
or the press might think. 

I cannot tell you how you will feel when 
the red flag flies , but I can indeed tell you how 
a great many others have felt. 

The pistol is a conceptually defensive arm, 
intended to stop lethal aggression. Thus 
when used as intended it will be required with 
almost no warning. The man who shoots to 
save his life, or that of his wife or child, will 
rarely have any time in which to consider the 
situation, steel himself, say a prayer, sing a 
war song or go into a dance. His mental 
reaction will probably be astonishment rather 
than fear, for fear takes time to build up. 
Since he cannot anticipate specifically he 
must anticipate generally. Anyone who car­
ries a pistol on his person is presumably 
aware that he may have to use it, but there is a 
large difference between the hypothetical 
possibility and the actual event. 

To anticipate generally, the shooter must 
train himself into a state of mind in which the 
sudden awareness of peril does not surprise 
him. It is essential for the man who wears a 
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gun to react to a sudden threat with the 
knowledge and confidence that he can handle 
it. His response should be not "Oh my God, 
I'm in a fight!" but rather ''I thought this might 
happen and I know what to do about it." 

Instead of feeling that the situation is 
unheard-of, he must feel that the situation is 
distinctly heard-of, and that he is in charge of 
it rather than his aggressor. He must regard 
the quick and precise use of his sidearm as 
"Plan B," and be fully ready to implement it 
when confronted with a deadly human adver­
sary. In this situation there can be no build-up 
of emotion and the shooter's exercise will be 
entirely intellectual. He will not have time to 
get excited until after the fight is over. 

Sometimes, however, there will be warn­
ing, and on these occasions emotion will 
indeed bear upon action. When another 
human being manifests both the intention and 
capacity of killing you, personally, and there 
is time enough between his declaration of 
intent and the actual engagement, your 
response will probably be one of intense 
alarm. (I do not like to use the word "fear" but 
you are at liberty to do so if you wish.) 

When you suddenly realize that those 
men, right there, are armed and prepared to 
kill you, there will probably be a sudden 
sinking sensation into the pit of the stomach. 

The antidote for this hollow feeling 
is anger. 

The emotions of fear and anger are very 
similar biologically and it is not very difficult 
for a subject to convert one into the other. I 
have experienced this personally several 
times and I have talked to a great many 
people about it. It occurs in military situa­
tions, in police situations, and in totally 
"civil" situations. When a man demonstrates, 
in effect, that he is ready and willing to kill 
you, your response should not be fearful 
but wrathful. 

I remember one episode involving a car 
pursuit in moderately heavy traffic and, after 
the initial understandng that this was indeed a 
life-and-death encounter, the principal emo­
tional state of the subject was one of cold, 
concentrated rage. And it worked. The eye 
remained clear and the hand steady. 

We may conclude that while there will 
usually be no time for fear to develop, on 

Continued on page 56 
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The STAR PROGRESSIVE RELOADER 
as well as the STAR SIZER & LU­
BRICATOR are the finest available on the 
market. Use patented STAR PRECISION 
RELOADER EQUIPMENT and be confi­
dent that your shooting competitor has 
ammunition no better than yours. 

GET ON TARGET NOW WITH THE 
BEST ... GET STAR PRECISION EQUIP­
MENT FOR BETTER SCORING! 

For FREE CATALOG send 
self addressed, stamped envelope. 

STAR STAR MACHINE WORKS 
MACHINE\ 418 Tenth Avenue 
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WORKS~ San Diego, CA 92101 

SHOOTER'S 

~:~ig17~ 
Why It's the 
Shooter's 
Choice:1 

See your retailer 
or order direct . 
1Tested and p roven by 
champion shooters and 
magazines like Amer· 
ican Rttleman. Gwu ~ 
Ammo, andRifie 
2We do recommend 
you UM1 a quality rust 
inhibitor when storing 
yow lirearm 

Straight-Sh ootin' Gun Care! 
VENCO INDUSTRIES, INC. 

PO Box 598. Dept. AH-7 
Chesterland, OH 44026 

(216) 729-9392 

1ES1 llEPOR1 

MODEL 66 .357 MAGNUM 

Superb quality and great accuracy 
characterize this wheelgun. 

By B. F. Attenborough 

T he search for an excellent quality 
revolver, at a moderate price,has ended. 

The answer comes in the Taurus Model 66 
.357 Magnum revolver. 

This revolver is nearly a carbon copy of 
the S& W Model 19, with the exception of the 
firing pin system. The fitting of parts and the 
finish of the metal is very well done. This 
revolver with four-inch barrel has a nice bal­
ance to it and is very good for quick point­
shooting. 

The revolver's features include adjustable 
sights, full barrel rib, ramp front sight, wide­
grooved trigger and wide-grooved hammer. 
The stocks are wide, well-checkered and 
very comfortable, even for a large hand . 
They will , however, need to be trimmed 
slightly for use with speed loaders. Another 
solution would be Pachmayr grips from a "K" 
frame S&W, which with a minor interior 
alteration, give an excellent fit and have fine 
speed loader clearance. 

One great concern in selecting a handgun 
is endurance, so over 1,200 round of varied 
.38 and .357 Mag ammunition were fired . 
The first 860 were fired in Jess than three 
hours with no maintenance and no problems. 
The bulk of the shooting was double action at 
5 to 15 yards. 

The gun was comfortable to shoot , 
pointed very well and had an extremely crisp 
double action let off. In rapid fire, double 

action six-shot groups of two inches were 
very common. 

The wide wooden grips interferc;>,d some­
what with rapid extraction of spent cases, 
which made it necessary to look at the gun 
before reloading. Again, modest grip trim­
ming would eliminate this problem. 

The next 350 rounds were fired in follow­
ing days for accuracy groups and to get other 
shooters' opinions. All five shooters involved 
were pleased and impressed with the quality, 
functioning, and handling of this weapon. 

Accuracy was also excellent. In 85 shots 
fired from 50 ft. , hand held on a bench, 5-
shot groups ofl 14 /1 to 2 1h /1 were common. In 
fact , only two shots of the entire 85-shot 
composite slipped out from under a 3 /1 x 5 /1 

index card. At 25 yards group size spread a 
little but generally stayed under 3 14 inches. 

The 50 yard groups held very well at 
between 4 and 5 inches. Magnum groups at 
25 yards were usually strings 111 high and 2 11 

to 3 11 long. 
This is good performance for .an out of the 

box four-inch barrel revolver. 
In summary, the Taurus Model 66 revolver 

proved itself to be a high quality firearm 
which is both reliable and accurate. It is 
comfortable to handle, points very well and 
should give years of trouble ~ 
free service. ~ 
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"'4-&Aeel!1--ii! 
·~----~ .. .-.~ .. 

A Debate Forum 
Featuring Experts 

KNOCKDOWN POWER: 
MYTH OR REALITY? 

PRO 

Can a hand­
gun make 

a one-shot stop? 

" Men are not blocks of 
clay, water soaked 
newspapers or piles of 
ductseal." 

CON 

I magine if you 
will, the 

classic Holly­
wood movie 
scene : Dirty 
Dan starts to 
reach for his 
gun, but before 
he can yank it 
out of his low­
sl u ng holster, 

Yes! 
vs. 

Not only can 
a handgun stop 
an assailant with 
one hit, but any 
handgun can. 
Now that's a rad- By Seth R. Nadel 
ical statement to 

"As interesting as the 
concept of knockdown 
power is, it just doesn't 
exist." By Fred Romero 

make under any circumstances, but if my Magnum and big bore 
friends will come down off the wall for a moment, I will explain 
how I can write this with a clear conscience. 

Let us first set up a worst case scenario: Standing before you is a 
fellow who makes the incredible Hulk look like a 97 pound weak­
ling. Recently graduated from the motorcycle gang's 'Stomp and 
Maim' course, he has stuffed an ounce of PCP (Angel Dust) up his 
nose, and decided you need to see the next three counties all at the 
same time. 

You have only your regular 'nightstand shooter' between your­
self, your family, and a very ugly time. 

Properly placed, your first shot can do it! But the operative 
phrase is properly placed. 

My research with forensic investigators for several law enforce­
ment agencies, as well'as the Government report dealing with this 
area, has led me to form a strong opinion on this highly charged 
question. 

I believe that there is a target in the body which, if disrupted, 
causes the immediate cessation of all action. 

In our discussion I use the term "one shot stop," where some 
people use the term "knockdown power." In order to clarify things, 
let me expand on my phrase. 

If someone succeeds in striking this "target" with sufficient 
energy, all motor function ceases, and the attacker drops like a sack 
of cement. In the words of one law enforcement agency's use of 
force policy, he "ceases those actions requiring the use of deadly 
force, and is no longer a threat." The punk may not be "thrown off 
his feet" in the classical sense, but his ability to continue his assault 
on you is stopped-immediately! 

As a point of order, in those cases where an attacker has been 
knocked off his feet, or thrown through a window, or otherwise 
reacted violently to a hit, it is a physical reaction to the knowledge 
that they have been hit, or the result of shock, and not the direct 
result of the energy delivered by the bullet. His muscles do the 
work, not the bullet. 

But if you hit his 'target' then his nervous system collapses, he 
falls to the ground, you are saved, and you have won. 

Let us consider what we are doing. In the above scenario our 
Continued on page 63 
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the stern-faced Sheriff draws his own Colt .45 Peacemaker and 
'fans' one dead-center of Dan's 'ten-ring.' The expected reaction is 
achieved, the luckless villian (i.e., stuntman) is violently thrown 
back clean off his feet and into the air as if hit by a ton of bricks. 

All this action may make for exciting movies, but it has 
absolutely nothing to do with what goes on in the real world. 

For a variety of reasons, big-bore guns have had the reputation 
of being able to literally "pick 'um up and throw 'um back." Many 
people seem to want to believe that their .357, .45 auto, or .44 Mag 
will knock a person down. Granted, many war-stories abound 
where eye-witnesses testify that they saw amazing ballistic effects 
on various 'targets.' 

The truth of the matter is that the laws of physics and mathemat­
ics prove otherwise. 

For those of us who must use our sidearms for self-defense, the 
results of these scientific calculations can be depressing. On the 
other hand, if you realize the limitations of your weapon, perhaps 
you can better understand why things turn out the way they do in 
the streets. 

General misconceptions about what a certain bullet can or 
cannot do usually start with the old standby measurement used for 
comparison: the striking power of a bullet expressed in foot-pounds 
of energy. Because of the mathematics involved (using standard 
formulas in physics to compute the effects of bodies in motion), the 
striking energy of even a relatively small bullet comes out sounding 
impressive. As an example, a 95 grain bullet traveling at 1000 fps 
delivers a force of about 211 ft-lbs of energy. Doubling the weight of 
the bullet produces twice as much energy downrange. 

Now, the thought of being hit with 211 pounds of energy is 
intriguing. And if 211 pounds sounds heavy, then 422 pounds is 
downright awesome. 

Obviously, this is a simplistic approach. Ballistic principles are 
not so cut and dry in actual application. 

In order to fully appreciate what happens when a bullet strikes an 
object, many variables milst be taken into account: the size and 
weight of the bullet, its velocity at the muzzle as well as the velocity 
at time of impact, the weight of the object (body) being struck, the 
duration and depth of penetration, the density and structure of the 

Continued on page 65 
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The Choice of 
Champions 
The PACT™ Championship Timer rM 

is the finest shooting timer in the 
world. That's why the top shooters 
in the world choose it over other 
shooting timers to train with. 
People like Rob Leatham, Brian 
Enos, Mike Plaxco, Mickey Fowler, and 
Ross Seyfried as well as the U.S. 
Shooting team, who represented us at the 
'84 Olympics. 

WHY DD I NEED A SHOOTING TIMER? 
Whether you are practicing for competition or to 

save your life; if you are going to improve, you must 
keep track of the two elements of markmanship that 
you are striving to master: accuracy and speed. 

Would you consider practicing without a target? 
Of course not, because without a target you have 
no measure of your accuracy. By the same token , 
if you practice without a timer, you have no accurate 
measurement of your speed. 

The PACT Championship Timer and CHRONO· 
MOD were designed for the shooter who is serious 
about improving his shooting and will accept no 
less than the best equipment for the Job. 

"If you combined every other shooting timer 
on the market into one it would still not con­
tain all the features of the PACT Champion­
ship Timer. Working with the PACT timer has 
measurably improved my basic shooting 
skills." ... Brian Enos 

WHAT DOES THE CHAMPIONSHIP TIMER DO? 
In addition to providing you with an in­

stant or delayed start signal (the length of delay is 
adjustable), the Championship nmer records the time 
of each shot fired , "par times" and up to two " stop" 
plates. When you fire, the sound of your pistol trig­
gers the unit which will simultaneously display the 
number of the last shot fired , the time since your 
previous shot or " par time ", if you are using one , 
and your total time. 

EASY TO USE 
The Championship Timer is as about as easy to 

use as your pocket calculator. For example , to enter 
a time limit of 1.5 seconds, you would push " limit", 
" 1.5", " set". Want to change it to 2.56? Push 
" limit", " 2.56", " set" .. . it's that simple. 

GIVE ME AN EXAMPLE: 
Let's say you fire six shots, reload and fire six 

more shots. Here is an example of what the Timer 
will display: 

#(112 
I.":" I ~-~n 

--·.---:i 
ff ..c::.. ( 

::;HOT: 
6u67' ...., 

Now you are curious about how long your reload 
took, so you tell the Timer to " FIND SHOT #7' · and 
you see that your reload took you 1.54 seconds. (The 
time between your sixth and seventh shot.) 

4 

"The PACT Championship Timer adds a 
whole new dimension to practice sessions. 
It's like having your own shooting coach. I 
recommend it without hesitation." 
... Mickey Fowler 

" The PACT Championship Timer is the most 
versatile timer on the market. Not only is it an 
excellent training tool, it's also extremely 
useful for running matches. I think it's an ex­
cellent value for the money. " ... Mike Plaxco 

$49.00 CHRONOGRAPH 
Whether you shoot reloads or factory ammuni­

tion , you need to know how fast the ammunition 
you use is going when it leaves your gun. 

By plugging the $49 CHRONO-MODrM into the 
back of your timer, you enable it to double as the 
best portable chronograph on the market. When you 
fire , your Timer will display the shot number and 
velocity of the last shot fired , as well as your cur­
rent average velocity. When you finish your string , 
push " review", the Timer will display high veloci­
ty, low velocity and their corresponding shot 
numbers. Push " review" again and the Timer will 
display the extreme variation and average deviation. 
In addition , each shot may be reviewed individual­
ly. The CHRONO-MOD uses standard Ohler 
skyscreens (not included) . 

• You have fired 12 shots " The PACT Championship Timer is the only 
• Your twelfth shot came .27 seconds after your timer you will ever need. It provides you with 
eleventh shot. a number of important details from a given 
• Your total time was 6.67 seconds string of fire, while its audible start, bench 

*Patent Pending 

mark and stop signals allow it to time all kinds 
of shooting events from l.P.S.C. to N.R.A. 
"action" shooting. These features combine 
to eliminate human timing error and allow the 
convenience of practicing alone for any con­
ceivable match situation. I never go to the 
range without it and neither should 
you." 
... Rob Leatham l.P.S.C. World Champion 

DO IT TODAY 
Ordering a PACT Championship Timer is 
simple! 

BY MAIL: We'll need to know your name, 
address, and daY1ime phone number. Please 
enclose a personal check, bank check, 
money order or card number and expiration 
date from your Visa or MasterCard . C.O.D. 
orders welcome. 

THE PACT CHAMPIONSHIP TIMER - $329 
THE PACT CHRONO-MOD - $49 

(less skyscreens) 
Shipping & Insurance - $5 UPS Ground, $10 
UPS Air. 4% charge for Visa or MasterCard. 
Texas residents add 5% sales tax. 

NOTE: This $329 price includes the Timer 
with belt clip , battery charger and manual. 
The CHRONO-MOD can be installed, by you, 
on your Timer at anY1ime and does not have 
to be purchased with your Timer. 

BROCHURE AVAILABLE covering the 
PACT product line. $1.00 refundable with 
first purchase. 

P.O. Box 35682 
Dallas, Texas 75235 

(214) 521-4835 

PACT, Championship Timer and CHRONO-MOD are Trademarks of Practical Applied Computer Technology, Inc. 
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H 
1/3 MOON CLIPS 

Use .45 acp ammo In place of .45 auto nm. For 
Colt 17, S&W 25 and S&W 55 revolvers. 
Allows slorage in ammo belts & std. boxes. 
Reusable indefinitely. For a FREE sample. 
send a self-addressed, stamped enve lope. 
(We now make full-moon dips.) 
Clip Prices: 25 tor $4.99; 50 for $8.99 ppd. 

RANCH PRODUCTS, ~O . Box 14S, Malinta, O HIO 435 35 

High Qual ity - Rel iable Pistols 
Basic to Full House Competit ion 

Member American Pistolsmiths Guild 

Richard Heinie-Pistolsmith 
821 E. Adams 

Havana, IL 62644 

Please send $1 .00 for Brochure 

CONVERSATION 
Continued from page 24 

eye coordination. Everything was the same 
except for the fact that I had quit smoking. 
Not having the nicotine jitters allowed me to 
gain control over my body and enabled me to 
perform up to my potential as a shooter. 
JW: What are your remaining goals in 
shooting? 
JZ: I want to shoot the best I can without 
putting undue pressure on myself. In truth, 
there are 20 guys each of whom can beat any 
one of the other 19 on a given day, and for me 
to have the idea that I've got to win a match is 
counterproductive. My goal is to go to a 
match and apply myself to the highest degree 
possible. If I do that, I know that the final 
result will take care of itself. 
JW: You and Linda have been shooting 
together throughout your respective shooting 
careers. What makes for a successful hus­
band/wife shooting team ? 
JZ: Patience and understanding. The wife 
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Written by a 30-year police veteran and shoo~ng instruc· 
tor, this new working manual gets right down to the 
basics of street survival in the real world , not some theo· 
retical place. Straight-from-the-shoulder advice on gun 
selection, gun maintenance, and skill development. In­
depth examination of such critical topics as the duty 
gun, off-duty gun, backup gun, throwaway gun. Includes 
an up-to-date look at ammunition. The whole book is 
geared to help you make "The Big Decision": Shoot­
Don't Shoot. 
An indispensible working tool for police officers, and 
worthwhile reading for anyone interested in gaining 
the confidence this practical knowledge inspires. 

Please enclose your check for $11 .95 per book plus 
$2.50 shipping for 1st book and 50¢ for each additional 
book with this order. PA residents add 6% tax. We also 
honor VISA, Mastercard , and American Express. Please 
include card number, expiration date, signature, and 
phone. Credit-card users may order toll free by phoning 
1-800-READ-NOW. 

30-day money back guarantee if not delighted. 

STACKPOLE BOOKS 
America's Great Outdoor Publisher 

Department AH 
P 0 Box 1831, Harrisburg, PA 17105 

Viking 1177-3 SHOULDER HOLSTER, will fit 
both large automatics and medium frame re­
volvers 4".Spring loaded,suede lined, with 
wide shoulder strap.We accept Visa, Master 
Charge,Checks,sorry NO COD'S.For FAST, 
ordering credit card holders TOLL FREE 800-
262-6666, CA.(619)429-8050. Viking,lnc.2248· 
2 Main St., Chula Vista,CA.92011 
Send $2.00 for COLOR Catalog.Refundable 
with 1 st. order. 
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should avoid competing with the husband and 
should just shoot at her own pace. The hus­
band should avoid becoming too involved 
with the wife's performance. When she 
shoots I tend to get more nervous than when I 
shoot. 
JW: What do you think about when you re "in 
the hole" waiting to shoot? 
JZ: I'm thinking about the danger points in 
the match- the places where it would be real 
easy to fall off the balance beam. I'm thinking 
about how I've got to attack those points. 
Once I get in the box I visualize all the things 
I've told myself I've got to do. 

JW: How many rounds do youfire a year? 
JZ: I used to fire somewhere in the neigh­
borhood of 2,000 rounds a month. Now I 
shoot 100 to 150 rounds every time I go out to 
practice, and I go out once or twice a week. I 
used to have to shoot a lot to maintain my 
edge, but now I can maintain my edge with­
out shooting nearly as much. But to reach 
that point I had to shoot 50,000 rounds a year 
for two or three years. It's not the quantity of 
practice, it's the quality. I've learned to get the 
maximum quality out of a minimum of 
rounds. Now, 150 rounds twice a week main­
tains my proficiency. 

Offer valid on Remington 1522's and Winchester X-22 
LR's through June 16th 1985 at participating retailers 
throughout the nation. Check on $4.00 manufacturers 
rebate on 500 box of .22 shells. 

JW: Do you prefer the Weaver or Isosceles 
stance? 
JZ: I don't care whether you use the Weaver 
or the Isosceles; the object is to have the most 
control over the weapon at the point when 
you pull the trigger. If you determine that the 
Weaver gives you more control and allows 
you to move from target to target more 
quickly than the Isosceles, use it. 

I prefer the modified Weaver because you 
don't have to have your body facing the tar­
get. And if you watch people who shoot 
Isosceles at a moving target match or any 
match where they have to traverse an area, 
you'll see that they aren't in an Isosceles 
except when they're shooting at the target 
directly in front of them. As soon as they 
move over to another target, it's no longer a 
perfect triangle. 

The modified Weaver allows me to get to a 
target that might be a few degrees off my 
centerline more quickly than if I had to turn 
my whole body to it. Also, I've been partial to 
it because it's the stance I started with. I've 
tried the Isosceles and it didn't work as well 
for me. 
JW: What do you foresee in the future for 
practical shooting? 
JZ: I'd like to see all forms of practical shoot­
ing thrive. But I'd like to see IPSC stop stress­
ing "practicality" and start looking at 
themselves as a sport. It is a sport, and if it's 
treated as such, more people will be drawn to 
it and it will grow much faster. If people insist 
on trying to base it on "reality," which is 
impossible anyway, it's going to hurt the 
development. If you emphasize the "martial 
arts," you're going to alienate so many people 
that the whole program is going to suffer. 
JW: Do you have any advice for the 'aver­
age" shooter? 
JZ: When you watch other people shoot, 
you're going to see different techniques. 
Don't be confused. Try everything you see. 
Just because Rob Leatham shoots well from 
the Isosceles, just because John Shaw shoots 
with his finger off the trigger guard, those 
techniques may not be right for you. Try 
everything, and when you find something 
that's comfortable and works for you, go 
with it. 

You have to think about what you're doing 
in order to succeed, not about how badly you 
want to succeed. You have to concentrate on 
what you're doing at the moment you're doing 
it. If you get ahead of yourself, you're in 
trouble. 

"Pace" is a word I rely on when I teach. I 
don't tell my students to go fast. I don't tell 
them concentrate on speed. I tell them to set 
their own pace. It's the same thing as saying 
you're competing against yourself. Maintain 
a pace that's at the upper level of your 
ability, and you'll get the most out 
of your talent, tech- ....... 
nique and ability. ~ 

SUBSCRIBE TO 
AMERICAN HANDGUNNER 
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It's never too late to start reloading. 
Most shooters don't wait this long to use 

Homady reloading equipment. However, if 
you're having trouble making up your mind, we 
recommend a visit to your Homady dealer. 

He can show you how reloading can help you 
get in more shooting at less cost.. .how it can let 
you tailor ammunition for your gun and the kind 
of shooting you want to do ... and how you can 
start a great year-round hobby. 

Best of all, your dealer is an expert in helping 
you get started right. Whether you need a single­
stage press like the Homady 00-7rfJ!J or a high­
volume progressive model like the Pro-7~ 

you'll get advanced features that set the standard in 
reloader design. Remember, too, that Homady 
reloaders come in special kits and packages 
that let you buy a basic press and dies, or a 
complete reloading outfit at money saving prices. 

Get started today. See your dealer and ask 
for a copy of our new 1985 Shooter 's Guide. 
Or write Homady Manufacturing Co., Box 1848, 
Dept. AG1075, Grand Island, NE 68802-1848. 
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Pardini Fiocchi Target 
Pistols 

These three new Italian 
competition tack drivers 
will soon be available in 
the United States. 

By Sam A. Biaocco 

The Italian firm of Pardini Fiocchi has 
announced a new addition to their fine 

line of target pistols. 
These new pistols are: a standard pistol in 

.22 LR, a rapid fire pistol in .22 short and a 
centerfire pistol in .32 S&W Long wadcut­
ter. In an effort to provide the finest target 
pistols available, the Italian shooting federa­
tion cooperated fully with Pardini Fiocchi in 
providing an input of what features are 
desired in excellent target pistols. The end 
result is that Pardini Fiocchi designed, and is 
now producing, three new pistols that cover 
the disciplines of international competition. 

The original idea of these pistols was to 
have a pistol with a single frame and to have 
interchangeable top units for each caliber 
(similar to the Walther GSP) . Although pro­
totypes were built, this idea apparently lost 
favor, and the idea of building three separate 
and complete pistols soon became a reality. 

The three pistols bear a great deal of 
resemblance to one another. Such compo­
nents as the trigger design, rear sight, and 
frames are virtually identical in style. 

One excellent idea I like is the feature of 
being able to interchange grips between the 
standard pistol and the centerfire pistol. To 
keep recoil at an absolute minimum, the 
pistols are designed to sit very low in the 
hand. In fact, the barrel line is just about the 
lower limit as prescribed by international 
rules. The design of all three pistols takes into 
account the proper grip angle and also the 
proper angle of the pistol in relation to the 
wrist and arm. 

To provide a better balance, all three 
pistols feature a magazine loaded from the 
bottom, and located in front of the trigger 
guard. The trigger systems for the .22 LR 
and .32 are very similar in design in that they 
are completely adjustable fore and aft and 
sideways. Three screws in front of the trigger 
are used for adjusting the trigger for first and 
second stage let-off, and also sear engage­
ment. Weight adjustment is a separate screw. 

The trigger for the rapid fire pistol is 
entirely different. It features a new patented 

Continued on page 53 
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Model MP .32 caliber 

Model SPE .22 Long Rifle 

Model GPO .22 Short 
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TBE WILSON ACCO-GO 
Ever wonder why so many champions shoot Accu-Comps in 
IPSC? Because they want the very best pistol a custom 
pistolsmith can make-the Wilson Accu-Comp. 

By Cameron Hopkins 

PHOTO BY NICK KARRAS 



M ore champions have won more major 
IPSC matches with Wilson Accu­

Comps than any other custom .45 auto. 
Bill Wilson, the inventor of the Accu­

Comp, is a champion practical pistol shooter 
with a highly coveted spot on the United 
States IPSC Men's Gold Team. He knows 
precisely what competition shooters need 
and demand- from first-hand experience. 

Bill incorporates his extensive match 
experience into each and every Accu-Comp 
that comes from Wilson's Gun Shop (Rt. 3, 
Box 211-D, Berryville, AR, 72616, (501) 
545-3618). 

In fact, Bill has accumulated so much 
wisdom about IPSC shooting and IPSC 
equipment through his years of gunsrnithing 
and competing, that he has written a book on 
the subject, The Combat . 45 Automatic. 

''Written the book" may be a trite hyper­
bole in reference to any other pistolsrnith, but 
the phrase fits Bill and his Accu-Comp. 

The Handgunner was privileged to 
receive two Accu-Comps for testing. Both are 
LE models (named for Rob Leatham and 
Brian Enos who have been tremendously 
successful with Accu-Comps). 

TESTING PROCEDURE 
The two test guns are a Wilson Accu­

Comp on a Colt Combat Commander and a 
Wilson Accu-Comp on a Colt Government 
Model. Both custom pistols are designed spe­
cifically for IPSC competition, and that is the 
overwhelming focal point of this test report. 

The test is conducted with the raison 
d'etre, the reason for being, of the Accu­
Comps as the central theme. The tests show 
you how well the Accu-Comps perform such 
basic tasks of an IPSC pistol as the double­
tap. The tests show you how well the Accu­
Comps meet an IPSC pistol's criteria of 
accuracy, reliablity and muzzle flip 
reduction. 

The acid test is how the Accu-Comps fare 
in competition itself. Only in the crucible of 
competition can the real qualities of an IPSC 
pistol be displayed. 

We all know that the corollary of Murphy's 
Law is "whatever can go wrong, will -
especially during a match." The testing of the 
Accu-Comps bears this in mind. 

Along with this 'custom test' of these two 
fine custom pistols, there is also data on stan­
dard test procedures - accuracy off the sand­
bags, chronograph results (do comp guns 
lose velocity?) and a word or two about field 
stripping. There is also a discussion of all the 
custom modifications performed on the 
Accu-Comps. 

ANATOMY OF AN ACCU-COMP 
Wise men tell me that I shouldn't judge on 

appearances; never judge a book by its cover. 
Be that as it may, the Accu-Comps have beau­
tiful covers. They meet the eye with aesthetic 
good looks-great appearances. 

The Commander sports a Star Burst Met­
aloy finish on both the slide and frame while 
the Government has a two-tone finish of 
blued slide and Metaloyed frame. Both are 
pleasing to the eye. 

A Star Burst Metaloy is more highly pol-
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Combat Master M ike Dalton was impressed after firing Accu-Comp. 

ished than a regular Metaloy finish. barrels on all current Accu-Comps. 
The internal working parts in the frames of The barrels are four and five inches long 

both Accu-Comps are Metaloyed to reduce (rifling, not compensator). 
wear and inhibit rust and corrosion. Metaloy The feed ramps on both pistols are pol-
is a tough and durable plating, and is avail- ished mirror shooth. 
able only from Metaloy Industries. (Rt. 3, The triggers are both acceptable competi-
Box 211-D, Berryville, AR, 72616). tion triggers measuring three pounds on the 

The Commander measures 7 'Ys inches Commander (Series 70) and four pounds on 
overall, a mere ¥s of an inch longer than a the Government (Series 80). The smooth, 
stock five-inch Gov't Model. The Govern- crisp trigger on the Commander is mar­
ment Accu-Comp measures 8 V2 inches, one vellous, but the Series 80 Government is 
inch longer than a stock version. squishy and feels as though there is grunge or 

The slight radii are 7 inches on the Com- dirt along the trigger rails. No grunge, just 
mander, and 7% inches on the Government. Series 80 parts. 

Looking inside the Accu-Comps, one finds But what can you expect from a Series 80 
an extended, Commander-style ejector in trigger? Those little gizmos in there add six 
both models. Both feature superbly ramped, additional bearing surfaces and one addi-
throated and polished barrels from Irv Stone tional spring for the trigger to fight. 
ofBar-Sto. Upon removing the Series 80 parts, I 

Between the time Bill handcrafted the two found the trigger to improve tremendously, 
testAccu-Comps and now, he has begun man- down to three pounds, and very crisp. The 
ufacturing his own Match Grade barrels, trigger is nice and smooth without those 
Wilson barrels, which will replace Bar-Sto Series 80 thingamajigs. 

The Accu-Comp field strips normally except for guide rod assembly. 
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Some people remove the firing pin safety 
doodads permanently. Bill said his personal 
competition Accu-Comp is a Series 80-
without the superfluous parts. 

By the way, for liability reasons, Wilson's 
Gun Shop .refuses to deactivate any safety 
mechanism, including the grip safety. He 
advises it, but he is unable to practice what he 
preaches on your gun for obvious liability 
reasons. 

Back to the anatomy of the Accu-Comps. 
Both Accu-Comps feature the unsurpassed 

Bo-Mar adjustable combat sight with the 
sharp edges tastefully dehorned. What more 
can I say about the sights? They're Bo-Mars; 
they're the best. 

The front sights have interesting configu­
rations unlike any I have witnessed. Take a 
look at one of the accompanying photos 
showing the front sight before I explain the 
reason for such a shape. 

Have you looked at a picture? Good. The 
reason for the sight's shape is to prevent the 
accumulation of lead grunge from the escap­
ing gases billowing out of the compensator 
just in front of the sight post. This is indica­
tive of the attention to minute detail that 
characterizes the superb craftsmanship of the 
Accu-Comps. The sight shape is indeed 
useful as extensive range testing without 
cleaning the guns revealed that dirt would 
have built up on the front sight without such 
an ingenious shape. 

The front sight is .125 of an inch wide 
which yields enough 'air' on either side of it 
when centered in the rear sight. Some front 
sights are too wide, and some are too nar­
row - the Accu-Comp front sights are 
perfect. 

ACCU-COMP ACCURACY 

Commander 
Accu-Comp 

Wilson's 200 gr. 
H&G#68, 5.0 
grs. Bullseye, 
Federal primer, 
wee once-fired 21311s 

200 gr. H&G #68, 
5.8 grs. WW 231 , 
WW primer, WW 
virgin cases Fla 

230 gr. Hardcast, 
5.0 grs. WW 231, 
WW primer, WCC 
once-fired 2% 

230gr. FMJ, 
Nevins Fla 
230gr. FMJ, 
Winchester 21/a 
230 gr. FMJ, PMC 41/a 
230gr. FMJ, 
Federal 1% 
230gr. FMJ, 
Remington 2114 

Government 
Accu-Comp 

1Y16 

15116 

11/a 

21132 
2% 

1 '5116 

2% 

*Note: All group sizes reflect five-shot 
groups from a sandbag rest at 25 
yards. Called flyers were not re­
corded. Groups were measured 
center to center of outside holes. 
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·SOUTHWEST PISTOL LEAGUE 
TESTS ACCU·COMPS 

M embers of the Southwest Pistol 
League were invited to test fire 

both the Wilson Accu-Comps in an 
attempt to remove the inherent personal 
bias of a gun test report. 

The Southwest Pistol League was 
formed in 1963 making it the oldest 
combat pistol shooting club in the 
United States. Founding members 
include such well-known handgunners 

SWPL TEST AMMO 

600 rounds of author's reloads: 
5.8 grs. WW 231, H&G #68 200 gr. 
SWC, WW virgin cases, WW primers. 
± 300 rounds of various SWPL testers' 
reloads: (unknown). 
50 military surplus hardball (230 gr. FMJ) 
50 Winchester hardball (230 gr. FMJ) 
50 Remington hardball (230 gr. FMJ) 
50 Federal hardball (230) gr. FMJ) 
50 PMC hardball (230 gr. FMJ) 
50 'Federal hollowpoints (185 gr. JHP) 
50 Remington hollowpoints (185 gr. JHP) 
50 Nevins hollowpoints (185 gr. JHP) 
50 Winchester Silvertips (185 gr.) 
25 CCI Lawman hollowpoints (200 gr. 
JHC) 

± 1,375 rounds TOTAL 

as Col. Jeff Cooper, Jack Weaver and 
James Hoag. 

The Wilson Accu-Comps were avail­
able to league members in January in 
conjunction with a monthly League 
Match. 

Throughout the day League mem­
bers dropped by the test site to shoot the 
Wilson Accu-Comps and then fill out a 
test report form. The results are shown 
in the table. In all, 49 league members 

participated including the 1984 League 
Champion, Jim Zubiena (see 
Conversation With A Champion). 

The purpose of the League test - to 
eliminate subjective opinion - proved to 
be valid. Evaluations of the Accu­
Comps in the category of "Overall 
Impression" ranged from a low of a 
three rating (on a scale of one to ten) to a 
high often. 

Some League members prefered the 
Commander, some prefered the Gov­
ernment Model. 

Co11ti1111ed 011 page 69 

SWPL TEST RESULTS 

Trigger 

Sights 

Government Commander 
Accu-Comp Accu-Comp 

7.49 7.28 

8.86 8.86 

Compensator 8. 79 8.36 
(compared to 
standard five-inch 
Colts) 

Compensator 7.60 7.18 
(compared to 
other 
compensated 
Colts) 

Overall lmpression8.40 7.84 

AVERAGE 8.23 7.90 

.. Figures shown are the averages from 
the ratings the SWPL testers gave. Test­
ers rated the Accu-Comps on a scale of 
one to ten with ten being the best. The 
average is provided for the readers' con­
venience, and was not a category on the 
test evaluation form. Forty-nine League 
members participated. 
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Government Accu-Comp barrel (left). 

Both Accu-Comps are fitted with extended 
beavertail grip safeties, and both safeties are 
active. I prefer a deactivated grip safety on 
competition .45s, but, as I said earlier, Bill 
does not perform this modification for lia­
bility reasons. I experienced no problems 
with the active grip safety (problem here 
being when you fumble the grip and the gun 
won't fire due to an improper grip) . 

The Wilson beavertail grip safeties dis­
tribute recoil over a larger area of the web of 
one's hand, and therefore aid in the perception 
of reduced recoil. They work. 

The Commander features an extended 
thumb safety. The Government Accu-Comp 
has the excellent Swenson ambidextrous 
thumb safety. Both aid in a quick release of 
the safety, and both give greater support to 
the strong-hand thumb if you lock your 
thumb onto the safety in the firing grip like 
Ido. 

Continued on page 69 

8111 Wilson shoots his Accu-Comp. 
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Commander Accu-Comp slide Is 3/a" longer than stock flve-incher. 

Colt Commander Accu-Comp. Colt Government Accu-Comp. 

VELOCITY 
In feet per second 

200 gr. HG #68 865 
5.8Gr. WW231 847 
WW primer 
WW virgin bran 876 

200 gr. HG #68 898 
supplied by 892 
Bill Wiison 
(Rogero Bullet Co.) 902 

230 gr. Hardc111t ~729 
5.0 gr. WW231 736 
WW primer 
wee once-tired 753 

856 

885 
NEVINS 
185gr. JHP 902 

896 

900 
FEDERAL 
185gr.JHP 919 

961 

WINCHESTER 
SILVERTIPS 

947 

185gr. 973 

907 

REMINGTON 
918 

185gr.JHP 927 

882 
CCI 895 
LAWMAN 
200gr. JHC 922 

763 
NEVINS 782 Herdbllll 
230gr. FMJ 796 

809 
WINCHESTER 805 
Hardball 
230gr. FMJ 822 

845 

PMC 850 
Hardbllll 
230gr. FMJ 882 

806 
FEDERAL 813 I 

MATCH 
230gr. FMJ 819 

792 STOCK GOLD CUP 

REMINGTON 810 COMMANDER ACCU-COMP -
Hardball GOVERNMENT ACCU-COMP -
230gr. FMJ 821 
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PIS'I01SMl'IH PROFILE 

Les Baer 
MASTER PISTOLSMITH 

By Bob Prins 

I t's called the Baer Custom Guns Compen­
sator II System. 
Fitted to a Colt .45 autoloader pistol, it 

virtually eliminates muzzle flip during recoil. 
Its accuracy is guaranteed to within 2 'h 
inches at 50 yards for 10 shots. It offers total 
feeding reliability with all types of 
ammunition. 

And with any luck, it's going to make Les 
Baer famous. 

Baer is a custom gunsmith, operating Baer 
Custom Guns in Allentown, Pa. Les believes 
in the importance of close-tolerance machine 
work. 

He explains, "You take a thousandth of an 
inch; that's what most machinists work to. 
But, you take that thousandth and you divide 
it into ten more parts, and then you work to 
two or three of those parts- now you're work­
ing to close tolerances!" 

Les studied basic machine work in trade 
school, then learned close-tolerance machin­
ing while working as a cryo-machinist. 

"I was with Air Products and Chemicals 
for five years. We made all sorts of expander 
parts; that's equipment used to make liquid 
gases, like helium and oxygen. All of this 
cryogenic (low temperature) equipment had 
to be machined to very close tolerances, so I 
got used to working that way. It doesn't scare 
me like it does some guys because I'm used to 

it," Les explains. 
That same job also gave Les the chance to 

work with all types of metals. 
He says, "Yeah, we worked with all kinds 

of steels, including some really exotic stuff 
too: Titanium, 174, all of the stainless steels, 
the 4140 steels, the hardened steels ... you 
name it, we worked with it." 

That background obviously provided a 
solid foundation for Les Baer's skills as a 
gunsmith. The rest he taught himself, by 
doing and by reading. 

Now, after eight years of study and prac­
tice, he's confident and secure in his craft. 

Les works on rifles as well as handguns. 
He offers custom packages for all shooting 
interests: IPSC, PPC, IHMSA, NRA bulls­
eye, varmint shooting, and hunting. 

Although much of his work is done on 
silhouette guns and revolvers, Les admits to a 
special fondness for the Colt .45 pistol. 

"The .45 is where my talent has really 
come out, as far as getting them to shoot 
right, that is," Les says with a smile. 

The first compensator that Les designed 
was not too different from other systems on 
the market. 

"I've always worked with the .45s," he 
explains. "I used to see these different ads for 
compensators, and one day I decided to 
design one of my own. After a couple of 

A full-house 8aer Custom wltf1 new Compensator II system. 
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prototypes, I came up with the Comp I. It's 
similar to the Plaxco and the Watson comps." 

But Les wasn't completely satisfied with 
that first design. 

"There's too much drag on the slide," he 
says. "And too much weight hangs out there at 
the end of the barrel." 

Designing and testing the Comp I had 
merely taught Les what he wanted from his 
next design. With his new objectives in mind, 
Les set about the task. 

It turned out to be a tall order. He spent 
eight months developing the new system. He 
constructed four complete prototypes before 
he arrived at the fifth-and final -design. 

At last, Les believes he has achieved his 
original design objectives. 

The unique Baer Custom Guns Compen­
sator II System is built around a five inch 
Kart match barrel. Les has tried other bar­
rels, but he has had the best success with 
Kart. The Baer system uses no barrel bush­
ing. Instead, Les machines a tapered cone 
and compensator assembly as a single piece 
from 4140 bar stock. 

The cone/compensator assembly is then 
attached to the barrel in two ways. First, Les 
threads the barrel and the compensator so 

Continued on page 55 
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.32MAGNUM 
COMES OF AGE 
The author dabbled with 
hot .32 loads in 1962. Now 
'his' baby is the .32 H&R Magnum. 

By Dan Cotterman 
Ayear and a half ago the newest attraction 

./"\.in the handgun showcase was the . 32 
H&R Magnum, a co-op effort involving Har­
rington & Richardson and Federal 
Cartridge. 

Quite predictably, we were exposed to a 
flurry of routine reports, none of which was 
devoted to revealing the new mid-sized mag­
num's considerable adaptability to 
handloading. 

That's understandable, though, the big­
bore craze being what it is. 

Besides, developing loads for a new car­
tridge requires a lot of time and effort. We 
decided to wait, holding to the idea that work­
ing up a thorough report was more important 
than being first. 

What's more, although H&R, then Charter 
Arms, had brought out a number of revolvers 
that were chambered for the .32 Magnum, 
Ruger's entry, a revamped Single-Six, was 
still on the horizon. 

Meanwhile, the .32 Magnum remained a 
hot item, and right now it's on the verge of 
getting hotter. It's no slouch as a factory load; 
handloaded, it can be made to out-power all 
but the larger factory-loaded handgun mag­
nums, and without the penalty of hand­
pounding recoil. All this will be revealed as 
we progress. 

42 

First, just to put our story in 
order, let's take a brieflook at what 
happened along the way. I began 
testing way back in 1962 using a Smith & 
Wesson K-32 chambered for the .32 S&W 
Long. Even then, a small group of enthusi­
asts were aware that the round was drastically 
down-loaded because of the thousands of 
weak revolvers that had been chambered for 
it. Handloading for a stronger gun would 
open the way to increased power. All I had to 
do was find out how much. 

The payoff somewhat exceeded my expec­
tations. The factory load pushed a 98-grain 
round-nosed bullet to an honest (albeit unre­
warding) 630 fps from the K-32's six-inch 
tube. It was easy to double that reading with 
loads that were well within the gun's 
capabilities. 

A load representative of the many tested 
was 8.7 grains of 2400 behind a 98-grain 
Markell semi-wadcutter, which yielded 
almost 1200 fps. Another, with 5 .1 grains of 
Unique behind the 98, clocked over 1275 fps, 
racking up 360 foot-pounds of energy. 
Accuracy was essentially undiminished with 
full-power loads, perhaps because recoil and 
muzzle flash remained mcxlerate. 

New hope led to the writing of an article 
Continued on page 58 
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THE .256 SUPER-MAG 
WILDCAT 

By Doug Goodman 

Several years ago when IHMSA was in its 
infancy we were all learning and experi­

menting with each trip to a match or practice 
range. It was during these early days that I 
first became interested in the . 256 
Winchester-Magnum. Before the seven mil­
limeters became popular in pistols the .256 
was one of the more accurate cartridges 
available. 

Introduced in 1961 for the Ruger Hawkeye 
pistol, the .256 Win-Mag is a high velocity, 
longrange, varmint round. The case is a .357 
Magnum necked down to .25 caliber with a 
25° shoulder angle. This bottlenecked car­
tridge is capable of pushing an 87 grain bullet 
from a ten-inch Contender barrel at 1800 fps. 
With its impressive ballistics, flat trajectory 
and mild recoil, the .256 seemed to be a 
natural for metallic silhouette shooting. 
Sadly, the round suffered in the power cate­
gory. At 200 meters, it left almost as many 
rams as it downed. 

After its poor showing on the silhouette 
range, one of my .256 barrels was traded off 
and the other mounted with a scope and rele­
gated to squirrel hunting. This barrel may 
have died a slow death in the back of my 
pistol cabinet had it not been for the recent 
interest in "maximizing." 
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Rechambered Contender in .256 Super-Mag with 4x EER Leupold. 

What do ya do if ya an 
a .25 caliber silhou tt 
round and the .256 in 
Mag ain't enough? Roi 
your own! 

333 ft.fibs. of energy at 200 yards. To be 
considered successful, the .256 Super-Mag 
would have to show a significant improve­
ment in this figure. 

A few prototype cases were formed from 
Federal .357 Maximum brass. They were 
first resized in a Lyman 38/357 carbide die. 
Next they were lubed and run through a .256 
Win-Mag full-length sizing die. The resulting 

Early in 1983 when Ruger and Remington cases proved to have a 35 percent greater 
jointly introduced the .357 Maximum, I saw case capacity than the .256 Win-Mag. The 
the potential to create an improved .256 only problem that remained was the lack of a 
using this new case. The Maximum is a gun to shoot them in. 
lengthened version of the .357 Magnum, A phone call to my favorite gun shop and I 
greater in length by .315". Internally, the discovered the project's first real obstacle, 
Maximum's web area is beefed up to with- rechambering. Since it's a rimmed case my 
stand the higher pressures it generates. Using original plan to run a . 256 reamer in an extra 
this case a new .256 could be formed that .315" wouldn't work. I either had to modify a 
should have ballistics superior to the original. standard reamer by grinding the rim area or 

TWo goals were set for the new .256 have one custom made. 
"Super-Mag~· First and foremost, it had to A second call was made, this time to 
maintain the high accuracy standard of the Clymer Manufacturing in Oak Park, Mich., 
.256 Win-Mag. As a standard for any load it and the custom reamer was in the works. 
would have to shoot 50 meter, five-shot Less than two weeks la,ter, with reamer in 
groups one-inch or under. hand, I arrived at Creekside Gunshop in 

The second goal would be to improve the Holcomb, New York. It took only a few 
down range silhouette performance. An 87 minutes for Paul Martin, the general man-
grain bullet fired with a muzzle velocity of ager, to convert my Thompson/Center barrel 
1800 fps from a .256 Win-Mag retains only to .256 Super-Mag. 
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Now that I had cases and a gun it was time 
to load and shoot. Normal .256 silhouette 
loads would serve as a starting point for the 
new cartridge. With the new case's increased 
capacity, these loads should present no prob­
lem. Five rounds were taken to the range to 
try. With the first shot my excitement damp­
ened. The case split. Since the remaining 
four were okay the project proceeded. 

The next evening was spent forming 100 
new cases. It was at this point that the dies 
were readjusted to make the round headspace 
off the shoulder. This would eliminate much 
of the stress in the web area that occurs when 
the case headspaces off the rim . O nce 
formed , the cases were trimmed to 1.595". 
At this time the .357 Maximum was new and 
brass was hard to come by. It was for this 
reason that all early testing was carried out 
with used cases, all having many firings with 
heavy silhouette loads. 

These fi rst 100 cases were loaded with 20 
different loads in lots of five. Bullets ranged 
from 60to 100 grains. Powders had a moder­
ate burning rate, the fastest being Hercules 
2400 and the slowest IMR 3031. All powder 
charges were carefully weighed. In the early 
stages all loads used CCI 400 primers. 

Th get the best results on the range the 2x 
Leupold EER scope was replaced with a 4x 
by the same manufacturer. Also, to eliminate 
as much error as possible, I decided to do all 
of the shooting with the gun held firmly in 
sandbags. 

Since these were starting loads I hadn't 
expected to get outstanding accuracy, and 
didn't. Some of this was due to Light loads but 
most of the problem was due to the method of 
case forming. Case loss was a full 30 percent. 
Of the first 100, 30 split in the neck and 
shoulder area. 

Continued on page 67 
2111 IUPER-MAO LOADING DATA 

IO•· HORNADY FP 

POWDER -1..-1 

2'00 18.0 

""" 185 
2'00 19.0 

2ol00 111.5 
... 4227 111.0 

MR4227 18.5 

IMR4227 111.0 

IMA4227 19.5 

2ol00 HU 

""" 17.0 

2ol00 17.5 

-4227 19.0 

...... 227 19.5 

-4227 20.0 

2400 14.0 

2400 14.5 

2400 15.0 

2400 15.5 
IMR4227 17.0 

IMA.4227 18.0 

IMA 4198 17.0 

IMR4198 18.0 

IMR 4198 111.5 

NOTES (1) ACCURACY LOAD 
(2) MAXMJM LOAD 

VELOCITY """"'"" STAHDAAO 
iu-. SPflEAD DEVIATION 

2560 63 ,. 
2597 104 42 

2"75 35 
2702 51 22 

2323 "' 39 

2386 .. 35 
2'36 106 81 

2502 100 .. 
71gr. •RRAHP 

2260 82 63 
2300 58 22 

2424 1'8 .. 
2340 153 58 
2344 .. 32 

23115 .. ,, 
17 gr. SIERRA SP 

1'119 .. 28 

1969 .. 80 

2029 42 18 

2070 .. 17 

1970 132 82 

2118 90 32 

1863 52 21 

1780 .. 20 

1788 115 .. 
(3) BEST GROUP SHOT. 5 SHOTS AT 50 METERS 330" 

llAWST1CS COMPARISON 
17gr. 8lemlbulllll 

200yd. 
MUZZLE llUZZlE RETAINED 

VELOCITY ENERGY VELOCITY 
llJooc. llJooc. llJooc. 

SUPER·MAG 2070 82".5 1534 

WIN-MAG 1800 828.5 1313 

DfFFERENCE 270 201 221 

% IMPROVEMENT "" ""' 111.8% 

REMARKS 

(11 

(21 

(11 

121 

(11 

(2} 

(11 

(21 

131 

121 

121 

200 yd. 
RETAJNED 
ENERGY 
llJlbL ... 

333 

125 

37.5% 
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a 
Tight groups came with Sierra's 87 gr. bullet and 2400 powder. 

Bullets affect case capacity. Case splitting was a problem. 

Modified .300 Win-Mag size die solved case splitting problem. 
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B ig game hunters from across the globe gathered in Las Vegas 
early this year for the annual Safari Club International 

convention. 
The trophy hunters of Safari Club International along with the 

professional hunters associated with SC/ are among the most active 
conservationists in the world. 

A common misconception exists that hunters take away from the 
environment by robbing it of its game. Nothing could be farther from 
the truth. Hunters are the most dedicated preservationists because 
they have a vested interest in the proliferation of wildlife. (How much 
money did you send to feed the starving pronghorn in Wyoming in 
1983?) 

Evidence of both hunters' and professional hunters' loyalty to 
conservation causes is found in the amount of money donated to 
SCI's educational and conservation programs at the convention. 

Much of this money was raised through the auction of donated 
hunts and firearms - very special firearms like the handguns shown. 

The funds raised from the sale of the three custom handguns 
shown here went to SCls coffers. 

A custom rifle, the Lion Rifle, brought a staggering $140,000 and 
this masterpiece of the gunmaker's art can be seen in a future issue of 
GUNS magazine. 

SCI STALKER 
(MAG-NA-PORT ARMS) 

The revolver shown is a Ruger Super Blackhawk customized by 
Larry Kelly of Mag-Na-Port Arms. 

The revolver is beautifully engraved by Ken Hurst in the motif of a 
lion in celebration of this magnificent predator. 

A velvet honed finish is but one of many fine touches performed 
by Kelly's master pistolsrniths. The action is smoothed, and the grips 
are custom made along with the special presentation case. 
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A Leupold 2x EER scope sits in TSOB mounts. 
The Stalker is chambered in .44 Magnum. 

The Stalker raised $4,200 in auction for SCI's funds. 
This superlative revolver was bought by "Lucky" Nightingale. 

SCI LIONESSES 
COMMEMORATIVE .22 

The ornate Ruger Mk.II shown is another fine custom gun from 
the work benches of Mag-Na-Port Arms (41302 Executive Drive, 
Mt. Clemens, Ml 48045). 

The Lioness Ruger is the first in a limited edition of 500 produced 
by Mag-Na-Port Arms. 

Engraving is by Ken Hurst (Rt. 501, P.O. Box 249, Rustburg, VA 
24588) under a special commission from Larry Kelly, who donated 
this Ruger Mk. II Lioness Commemorative and the Stalker. 

This very special, first-in-the-series Lioness brought $4,000 in 
auction, but you can obtain an identical one for $750 from SCI 
Lionesses, P.O. Box 3334, Livonia, MI 48151. 

This Lioness Ruger was bought by Peter Horn. 
JDJ HANDCANNON 

The Handgunner readers are familiar with J. D. Jones, who writes 
the Handgun Hunting column, and his penchant for big bore 
"handcannons." 

J .D. donated one of his justly famous handcannons in the awesome 
.375 JDJ chambering to Safari Club International. 

The handcannon features a custom barrel attached to the unsur­
passed Thompson Center re~iver. A Leupold 2x EER scope sits 
atop the handcannon. 

The engraving is by Jirn Riggs (206 Azalea, Boerne, TX 78006). 
The scope mount is J.D.'s TSOB mount available, like the hand­

cannons, from SSK Industries (Rt. 1, Della Dr. , Bloomingdale, OH 
43910). 

The special handcannon has the serial number SCI-1985 stamped 
by TIC at the factory. 

Herb Bobchin bought the handcannon, but the price is withheld by 
request. 
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I nternational or Olympic style pistol shoot­
ing is relatively unknown in the United 

States. Although there are a few shooters 
who practice this sport with even fewer 
ranges set up to accommodate this demand­
ing discipline, most Americans look on this 
sport as foreign and having no place in our 
native shooting programs. Plus our firearms 
fraternity has given it a bad name saying for 
instance, "The rapid fire and free pistol 
courses have no application or reality in the 
American way of shooting, it's a false 
premise." 

Well, they are totally wrong. 
Actually, our participation in the sport is 

more deeply rooted than any other competi­
tion, except for the Palma Rifle match (circa 
1872). The Palma Rifle match was the first 
true international firearms competition set up 
to celebrate the 1876 Centennial and the 
founding force for the NRA. 

In fact, the first gold medal to be awarded 
in the 1896 Olympic revival was for Free 
Pistol and it was won by an American, 
Sumner Paine, with a score of 442. 

These competitions were the beginnings of 
all our competitive pistol shooting. During 
this period target pistols were developed, 
such as the Colt flat-top Frontier and Bisley 
models, then later single-shot and double­
action revolvers. Our early American com­
petitive courses of fire were designed around 
the International or Olympic match concept. 

We as a nation of pistol shooters, the major 
developers of the handgun as we know it, 
have mainly rejected the International style 

AN OLYMPIAN ON 

OLYMPIC BULLSEYE 

SHOOTING 

By Walter Rickell 

Nygord with free-pistol (top) 
and selection of bullseye gear. 

~-~-

k
Meister­
uge/n 

handgun competition for the more popular 
fast draw courses of fire. 

So the average pistolero looks the other 
way when Olympic style pistol is mentioned 
for it forms a cloud of mystery over him. It 
shouldn't, for it's as American as apple pie. 

It's a very difficult discipline that involves 
many lonely years of hard work, practice and 
dedication with too few shooters willing to 
put that amount of effort into it. It's a wonder 
that every four years we are able to put 
together an Olympic team, but we do, 
although we are not too successful in the 
Gold Medal department. 

International pistol competition is ex­
tremely difficult but those who delve into it 
find they gain marked irnprovell]_ent o( their 
overall scores, no matter what other course 
they shoot. 

With practice in the International courses 
of fire you will improve your NRA score and 
greatly improve your performance in the 
various combat courses. 

But there is a small nucleus of Interna­
tional pistol shooters in the USA, a minority 
if there ever was one, who follow their sport 
with a dedication that rivals some of our 
more fervent church-going Bible pounders., 

One such person is Don Nygord of La 
Crescenta, Calif., who heads up Nygord Pre­
cision Products. His small company services 
the needs of the International shooter with 
custom pistols and accessories, plus he backs 
his work with firsthand experience in com­
petition. He holds many national records in 
International pistol competition. 



Before we go any further let's review the 
five International pistol courses of fire : 

FREE PISTOL which is shot with a single 
shot weapon chambered in .22 long rifle at 50 
meters; RAPID-FIRE PISTOL uses a .22 
short caliber, semi-auto pistol at the distance 
of 25 meters; CENTER-FIRE PISTOL also 
fired at 25 meters but using a . 32 or . 38 semi­
auto; STANDARD PISTOL, fired at 25 
meters but with a .22 long rifle cartridge; and 
AIR PISTOL which is similar to free pistol 
course but fired at 10 meters. 

The pistols used in rapid, center-fire and 
standard pistol courses are controlled by reg­
ulations as to weight, type of grips, sight 
radius, etc. , and must fit into a predetermined 
size box to qualify. Free and air pistol more or 
less are unrestricted but all shooting is done 
off-hand only. 

The Olympic shooting events for pistols 
only include the free pistol and the rapid-fire 
pistol. The whole array of shooting events in 
the Olympics includes programs for both 
men and women, plus sport pistol has been 
added for women in 1984. 

These courses of fire can be entered by all 
the shooters but the best competitors tend to 
specialize, hence some will concentrate on 
free or air pistol rather than the rapid fire 
events. Don Nygord's strong points have 
been free pistol rather than the rapid fire 
events, although he holds master rating in 
them all. Last spring he set the USA free 
pistol record with a score of 574, breaking a 
16 year old former mark of 571. He also made 
the 1984 USA Olympic shooting team in the 
free pistol event. 

Don began his competitive pistol career 
while still in the Air Force in the 1960s. 
Shooting on the base pistol team, he earned 
his master's rating in the conventional NRA 
three gun aggregate. After being discharged, 
he continued as a civilian and in 1966 won the 
National Civilian title at Camp Perry with a 
score of 2597. 

Pursuing his job in the aerospace industry, 
his pistol shooting had to take second place 
for a few years. Then in the mid 1970s he took 
up International pistol competition and soon 
was setting records again. He made the Pan 
American Games team in 1979 taking a Gold 
Medal in air pistol competition. 

Prior to this Don had to make a choice 
between a steady job that bored him or com­
petitive pistol competition with his talents as 
a pistolsmith being applied to supplement his 
income. 

International shooting required weeks at a 
time off from the job and few, if any, employ­
ers are that understanding. So he did what he 
had to do: cancel out on the steady employ­
ment and do pistolsmithing full time, pursu­
ing the International competitive game. 

Thday Don works in his La Crescenta gun 
shop, primarily on custom competition hand­
guns and in his spare time practices for the 
Olympic team, hopefully for the 1988 games 
in Seoul, Korea. 

Don is an unassuming person, short in 
stature, but a very stocky build. He is not 
what the general public would think of as an 
athletic pistol shooter-he is 46-years-old. 

Don's .22 LR/.38 Special Kart conversions on Colt Gold Cup frame. 

These are all the characteristics of the com­
petitive pistol shooter, especially the ISU 
types. 

Don not only shoots the TOZ 35 but he is 
also its prime source in the Western hemi­
sphere for guns and their maintenance or 
modifications. The worldwide market price 
of this Russian piece is about $350 but in the 
USA with all of the extra taxes and tariffs it's 
around $1,000. 

It might sound like Don specializes in the 
Russian-made iron but he can service and 
repair all models and makes of free pistols. 
Unlike some 'smiths he has had practical, in­
the-field experience, putting shots down 
range with the piece. 

Aside from the free pistols he works on the 
full range of international shooting irons 
from rapid fire pistol to the most sophisti­
cated air arms. He handles full supplies and 
accessories for them. 

One of the unique products that comes out 
of his shop is a small-die sizer for the .17 
caliber pellet. This uniformly sizes each 
match pellet by simply pushing it through the 
die. An indispensable item for the serious air 
pistol shooter. 

Don says that age mellows the individual 
Continued from page 52 Don handfits his pistol grips. 
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THE CENTIMETER BORE 

The American Handgunner is proud to offer 
you the most in-depth, detailed report of the 
JOmml. 40 calibers ever published. 

The first part of a two-part series shows 
you the historical development of the JOmm 
caliber. Next issue the series will culminate in 
an exhaustive look at the latest JOmm, the 
JOmm Norma in the BREN TEN semiauto 
pistol. 

By Whit Collins 

Shown in this article is a representative 
sampling of early smokeless-powder auto 

pistol cartridges in the one-centimeter 
bracket. These are the best known from mili­
tary and police trials of the period 1900-1913. 
Although once potential winners in these tri­
als, most of these rounds are now collector's 
items. 

lOmm MARS/GABBETT-FAIRFAX 
Some confusion exists over this round 

because other makes of handguns were also 
termed "Mars" during the late 1890s-early 
1900s. The pistol generally accepted as the 
Mars is the Gabbett-Fairfax recoil-operated 
rotary-bolt gun manufactured in several ver­
sions from 1901 through 1909. Ahead of its 
time in concept, it had the ballistic potential 
of mid-magnum power. 

These pistols were chambered in calibers 
ranging from 8.5mm to .472. The lOmm 
cartridge was a very early chambering, prob­
ably built in 1901 through 1905. The loading 
was a 160-grain round-nose jacketed ball 
which had MY of 1300 fps. The foot-long 
pistol in this caliber developed roughly one 
point of RSP per ounce, at about 60 of each. 

so 

lOmm BERGMANN 
Also sometimes called "Mars" in sales cat­

alogs, the Bergmann pistols were sturdy, 
beautifully finished handguns with their mag­
azine located in front of the trigger guard. 
Supplied for British Army trials in 1904, the 
Number 6 pistol in lOmm was moderately 
powerful (140-grs. at 900 fps) , and very reli­
able but somewhat clumsier and complicated 
in use compared to the big Webley revolvers. 
This .395-bore auto lost out to the big 
revolvers once again. 

PART I: The lOmm 
(CENTI-meter) bore has 
seen a lot of chamber­
ings in its time. Here's a 
look at some of the 
lOmm cartridges tha 
have come and gone. 

.41 COLT EXPERIMENTAL: 1903 
A "mystery" Colt cartridge, no loaded 

examples are known, although cases, cham­
bered barrels and case gauges exist. This was 
very close to the European guidelines of one 
centimeter, 12 grams at 300 meters/sec. It is 
.390 diameter, although designated .41 
Experimental. This was because the cases 
found are made from the .41 Long Colt's 
revolver shell shortened to .905 max from 
the original 1.13 . Its rim was turned from 

.488 to a semi-rimmed auto dimension of 

.431. 
Since the .41 Long Colt was also a transi­

tional black-to-smokeless round, its bullet 
diameter had undergone change by them 
from an outside-lubricated ball dimension of 
.410, to an inside-lube diameter of .387. 
Therefore, the .41 Experimental actually had 
to be slightly expanded to seat what was 
probably a 135 or 140-gr. .390 jacketed 
roundnose. 

Designed in response to the British Ord­
nance Board's request for calibers of .40 or 
more for the 1904 trials, the .41 Colt Experi­
mental was respectably powerful, with its 
approximate velocity of llOO fps (RSP is 40-
plus) . It was so powerful, in fact, that it 
battered the older Browning-design links and 
linkpins. Earlier .38 Colt Auto loads were 
evidently the limit, with their 24,000 pres­
sure unit loadings. The .41 must have topped 
30,000 and development was therefore 
stopped. This failure was one of the causes of 
the gradual redesign of Colt's big-bore autos 
to the 19ll pattern, with its ability to handle as 
much as 35,000 psi . 

.38 COLT EXPERIMENTAL: 1910 
By 1910, the 9mm and .45 ACP were 

already nearing preeminence. However, Colt 
still received requests for bids on bores in the 
centimeter range. In 1909, efforts were made 
to build another lOmm on the .41 Experimen­
tal pattern. By 1910, some examples of a 19ll­
type pistol were chambered for this round. 

The cartridge is apparently a new brass 
punching, rather than a refabricated revolver 
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case. Those few examples in collections 
show no case markings. Dimensions are 
slightly smaller than those of the .41 Experi­
mental, with a .384-diameter 130-grain bul­
let. Like the .41, it remains a semi-rimmed 
case, which headspaces on that rim. 

10.3mm ROTH 
An interesting fact about the Roth is that it 

could be made today by cutting off a lOmm 
Norma case and seating a 200-grain .41 Mag­
num cast lead bullet sized slightly under­
dimension at .408. But you might not have 
any pistol to shoot it in, as authorities cannot 
isolate the exact model of Roth chambered in 
10.3mm. This may have been a limited run 
for U.S. and European trials of 1910-14. This 
little-known but practical short .40 sent a 201-
gr. bullet at 800 fps. It shares the .422 case 
head with current lOmms. 

9.8mm COLT: 1910 
A fully rimless version of the earlier .41 

and .38 Experimentals, the 9.8mm was made 
in some quantity by Winchester in 1910. In 
fact, it was probably a limited run by them 
that produced the semi-rimmed, unmarked 
.38 Experimental. 

Pistols made up for the .38 Experimental 
were re-marked and re-used for military tri­
als in Rumania, Bulgaria and Serbia, 1911-14. 
The cartridge used a 130-gr .. 384 bullet, at 
1300 fps . With World War I looming, many 
countries chose to stay with arms of national 
origin. In many cases, the cavalry .45 school 
of thought still prevailed. Lack of sales laid 
the 9. 8mm and the centimeter bore, to rest. 

9.65mm BROWNING 
John M . Browning's connections with FN 

in Belgium led to one more version of the 
centimeter bore, and one which ultimately 
led this writer to attempt a new .40/lOmm. 
Browning's 9 .65 cartridge was actually 
termed "High Power" and the first version of 
the pistol we now call the Browning High 
Power was drawn up around the cartridge. 

This round was almost identical with the 
9.8mm Colt, but with a more pointed bullet 
of perhaps 5 grains less weight. Its velocity 
would have been slightly over 1100 fps, giving 
more penetration and a flatter trajectory. 
What buyer Browning had in mind is not 
known. All development was ceased soon 
after World War I broke out in 1914. After 
The War, the 9mm and .45 were here to stay, 
along with thousands of surplus guns to fire 
them. 

.39 BSA BELTED: 1921 
A few samples exist of the .39 Bir­

mingham Small Arms belted-case pistol 
round. Developed in 1921, this was one of at 
least two belted BSA'.s, the other a .33 bore 
called the .34 BSA Auto. While the .34 was 
little different from a belted .32 ACP, the .39 
BSA is a true .40 of respectable ballistics: 140 
grs. at 1100 or more fps. 

BSA and Kynoch records were badly 
bombed during WW II, so only a few draw­
ings and some cartridges exist. No certain 
record exists of the gun planned for use. 

.401 EIMER/BOSER: 1924 
Two outdoorsmen, Gordon Boser and 

"Pop" Eimer, saw the potential benefit in 
Continued on page 74 
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10 MILLIMETER 
BLACK POWDER 

CARTRIDGES 

I n the 1830s, Colt's Patent Revolver 
brought the .40 caliber very much 

into the public eye-but not from Colt 
directly. Research on the so-called .40-
caliber Colt Patersons, often called 
"Texas pistols," brings out the fact that 
Colt never quoted the bore as .40. "Hol­
ster" guns, long-barreled Colts of nomi­
nal .36 caliber, were actually all .380 
bore. Colt never advertised a .40-cal­
iber Paterson holster gun, yet many 
examples exist with bores measuring 
true .40 caliber. 

Authorities propose two possibilities 
for this: first, that wear on the .36s 
caused them to be "freshened" - re­
bored to a new dimension still safe in the 
original barrel and chambers. Given the 
metallurgy of the day, and the geometry 
of the five-chamber cylinder, .40 may 
have been the prudent limit for easy 
expansion. Easy, too, to re-cherry the 
existing Colt molds supplied with the 
gun. 

The second possibility sterns from 
the first. The re-bored .40s may have 
been sufficiently more effective to cause 
new buyers to order .40s as special pur­
chases from Colt's. It was the factory 
policy to serve custom orders wherever 
possible in those days, and the conver­
sion was already well-proven. To this 
writer's knowledge, no exact informa­
tion exists on this interesting question -
which came first , the re-bore or the 
custom .40 order? 

Be that as it may, the ballistics of the 
.40 Patersons were an improvement 
over the .36s. A .40 soft lead ball weighs 
about 96 grains, getting about 1050 fps 
from a full load in a 9-inch "Holster" 
barrel. This gave 245 ft.-lbs . of energy 
and a Hatcher RSP of25, quite close to a 
standard round-nose .38/9mm. The 
.36s ran much closer to the stopping 
power of today's standard .380 auto, 
with an 80-grain ball travelling at about 
950 fps from the Paterson. RSP was 
about 20. 

The .40-caliber cap and ball hand­
guns might have stayed in general use 
after this, but other qualities of the 
Paterson Colt caused re-design to occur. 
In hard use on the frontier, the Paterson 
proved fragile, and its medium-sized 
frame was made ungainly by the addi­
tion of a loading ram, an accessory 
desirable in the field . Also, the "control 
loop" - the trigger, hammer and other 

manipulated areas of the gun -was 
incomplete, because of the lack of a 
trigger guard. On horseback, a full trig­
ger guard was an aid to steady handling, 
especially on the re-cock. 

So, the next "Holster" Colt, as spec­
ified by Texas Ranger Captain Walker, 
was a true horse pistol. It was easier to 
handle in a mounted fight, and it had 
power enough to stop a charging Mex­
ican lancer by the simplest method: 
foundering his horse with one shot. This 
was accomplished by the Walker's load 
of 125-gr. .430 ball fired at about 1100 
fps. Its 350 ft. -lbs. of energy made an 
RSP package of about 46. 

The further success of the .44s over­
shadowed the .40, but many lesser­
known cap and ball repeaters were 
made with .40 chamberings in ''belt" or 
"pocket"-sized revolvers. It was in the 
field of derringers that the .40 was a 
staple caliber, during the percussion 
period. 

A great many .40-caliber derringer 
pistols were made from 1840 through 
1870. These were mainly short-barreled 
single-shots . Unlike smaller bores 
which were feared most for their threat 
of lingering death from an infected 
wound, the .40s were known to be the 
most compact gun and load that could be 
expected to actually stop an opponent 
with the single shot available .. 44 der­
ringers of the period had to be so much 
larger that they were harder to hide, and 
much stiffer to shoot. 

Transitional era cartridges of 1870 to 
1900 offer a wealth of black-powder, 
bulk smokeless and modern smokeless 
ballistic information. In addition, we 
have good accounts of their effective­
ness in the field . The .45-70, .4440, .45 
Colt, and especially for this article, 
.38-40 are well-documented rounds 
which are still in use. 

The .3840 Winchester Center Fire is 
simply a .4440 round necked down to 
.40 caliber. In the process, the bullet is 
lightened and acquires an improved bal­
listic coefficient. Currently, the .44 and 
.38 WCF are loaded to roughly the same 
low levels, to avoid blowing up older 
handguns chambered for them. How­
ever, id the past, many pistol and rifle 
loadings were available for both, with 
those for the .38 WCF being regarded as 
"express" versions of the heavier and 

Continued on page 63 
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THE CLARK 

"BOWLING PtN5" 

~ •John 
Shaw of 
Memphis 
wonthelPSC 

Complete 
gun on 

new Colt 

Champion- $ 1 22250 
ship in 1980 & -~' -~ 
1981 using one of these models. 

Dealer inquiries invited. 

WRITE OR CALL 
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

James C. Clark 
PISTOLS MITH 

Rt . 2 Box 22A 
Kei thvi lle . Louisiana 7104 7 

(318) 925-0836 

BULLET SPEED METER 
CHRONOGRAPH MODEL ~00 

·•· ON. 0'1 

•VELOCITY TEST YOUR 
RELOADS AND FIREARMS 

•509-689-2004 

SYSTEMS 
from 

$99 
•WRITE FOR FREE TEST REPORTS 

CusToM CHRONOGRAPH Co. 
Box 1061-A, Brewster, WA 98812 

MASSAD F. A YOOB'S 
11STRESSFIRE'' 

Volume l of 
Gunjiqhtmg .for Pohcf' · 

-ldtJ,nlrrd Tat:lics and Trchttiqur. 

by Massad f'. A11oob 
u'1t11./orc-u·ord by Ray Chapm(m 

At last! The first volume of Massad Ayoob's long 
awaited series on '' Gunfighting for Police : 

Advanced Tactics and Techniques. " 
"STRESSFIRE " is the result of Ayoob's 

years of research about what actually 

happens in gunfights. 

Learn how stress and adrenalin affect the 

mind and body, ruining conventional shooting 

techniques under pressure . . . and how new 

techniques actually feed off that pressure to 

make you perform better under stress! 

$9.95 
plus $1.50 postage and handling 

I -------POLICE BOOKSHELF P.O . Box 122, Concord, N .H. 03301 ----- I 

I Please check one: 
I D Check or Money Order- $ 11.45 
I D Charge my MC No . _______ _ 
I Exp . date __________ _ 
I D Charge my VISA No. _______ _ 
I Exp.date __________ _ 

I Bank on which account is drawn : 

I 
I 
I 

Nome ______________ I 
Street I 
-~~~~~~~~~~ , 

City ______ _______ I 
I State Zip I 1 _________________________________ J 

DONNYGORD 
Continued from page 49 

and sharpens his or her senses. He keeps in 
top physical shape with exercise and diet. 
The shooting game is a mental exercise and 
equipment is second. Only when your body 
and mind are in top working order can you 
survive the stress of free pistol match or the 
quick tempo of the rapid fire course. Hence 
maturity is a key ingredient in this shooting 
game. 

Here in America we seem to be obsessed 
with equipment and international style shoot­
ing won't disappoint you if that's your inclina­
tion. The game seems to thrive on odd 
looking semi-autos and single shot pistols­
all imported, very few are manufactured in 
the USA. In fact the only American-made 
one I know of is the electronic trigger, free . 
pistol designed by Major Frank Greene, him­
self a silver medalist in the Tokyo Olympics. 

One of the top manufacturers of free 
pistols that comes to everyone's mind is Ham­
merli and they took the top three spots in the 
'84 Olympics with the Swedes and Chinese 
using their weapons, but one of the most 
popular models of the free pistol is the Rus­
sian TOZ with over 60 percent of the market, 
and this is the pistol that Don chooses to use. 
In fact, he set the USA free pistol record with 
it. 

The TOZ model 35 is manufactured in 
Vostok, Russia, and is of relatively simple 
construction built around the old Hammerli 
design and incorporates a set trigger much 
like the antique muzzle loading, dueling 
pistols. 

Don not only shoots the TOZ 35 but he is 
also its prime source in the Western hemi­
sphere for guns and the maintenance or modi­
fications. The worldwide market price of this 
Russian piece is about $350 but in the USA 
with all of the extra taxes and tariffs it's 
around $1,000. 

It might sound like Don specializes in the 
Russian-made iron but he can service and 
repair all models and makes of free pistols. 
Unlike some 'smiths he has had practical, in­
the-field experience, putting shots down 
range with the piece. 

Aside from the free pistols he works on the 
full range of international shooting irons 
from rapid fire pistol to the most sophisti­
cated air arms. He handles full supplies and 
accessories for them. 

One of the unique products that comes out 
of his shop is a small-die sizer for the .17 
caliber pellet. This uniformly sizes each 
match pellet by simply pushing it through the 
die. Quite an indispensable item for the 
serious air pistol shooter. 

Aside from custom work on the .45 auto 
for both combat and the NRA bullseye 
course, he specializes ' in the Government 
Model .38 Special conversions for the Inter­
national center-fire course in long and stan­
dard slide lengths. Another specialty of the 
shop is the Ruger .22 auto and the High­
Standard conversions. 
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For the Ruger he talces a standard field 
model and adds a custom built barrel that fits 
flush with the diameter of the receiver afford­
ing clean, pleasing lines. Next he alters the 
webb of the frame to set the axis of the bore 
lower in the hand. Bo-Mar sights are added, a 
Clark steel trigger, total fitting and accuracy 
job with two magazines. The front and back­
straps are stippled and custom, fitted stocks 
are available if desired. 

The High-Standard is built from any of the 
Supermatic lines from the Plinker to the Tro­
phy models. First the slide is milled flat, a 
new bull barrel is added and flattened on the 
sides, then a Bo-Mar rib with adjustable 
sights is attached to the new barrel. From 
here fine tuning and fitting put this pistol into 
the upper echelons of the accuracy depart­
ment. Both are qualified for the NRA, Silueta 
and International Standard pistol courses. 

Don Nygord is a unique individual in that 
he not only can produce world class scores on 
the firing line but also he is a master 
pistolsmith on the weapons he uses. Hence he 
is always experimenting and making 
changes, especially in grip design. In the next 
few years I think we will be hearing a 
lot more from Don, not only in 
record breaking scores but from 11111'9-
the gunsmith's bench. ----. 

FIOCCHI PISTOLS 
Continued from page 34 

design that will prevent the pistol from going 
fully automatic when used with very light 
trigger pulls. The system is designed so that 
the hammer can't fall until the disconnector 
comes back (by releasing the trigger) . When 
the disconnector is released, there is a man­
ual bar positioned in front of the hammer, 
that goes up and out of the way, thereby 
allowing the hammer to fall . 

It sounds complicated but it works just 
fine. The adjustment for this trigger features 
two screws on the trigger mechanism, one 
for weight and the other for sear engagement. 
In front of the trigger is another screw for 
slack or talce-up adjustment. 

The standard pistol and the centerfire 
pistol both weigh in at close to three pounds 
also. All three pistols are easily dismantled 
by using one screw under the barrel and then 
the pistol can be broken down into four basic 
parts for maintenance and cleaning. Finally, 
all three pistol s feature handsome and 
functionally designed grips. The rapid fire 
pistol has an optional wrap-around grip if 
desired . 

I had a chance to fire the rapid fire and 
centerfire pistols at the showing of these 
pistols at the Milan Shooting Club in Milan, 
Italy. I found the pistols were very comfort­
able in the hand and easy to shoot. Recoil was 
very pleasant in that it was straight back and 
at low levels. Although I didn't check for 
accuracy, all the design features of these 
pistols should contribute to an excellent 
match grade pistol capable of excellent 

NawerickHols~ers 
'-""'6 

Ultimate concealment and immediate access are the bywords for these K 
clever wallet holsters. The shoot-through design permits almost ~ 
instantaneous response when the situation demands that such -. .... ~--
action be taken . After use, the weapon may be reloaded bT 
effortlessly. For the derringer application , provision .J1J 
has been made for the storage of two extra cartridges. e .,. 
Each Maverick holster is designed to perfectly t ,--'" 
fit the specific weapon It IS an JS 
intended to carry. 

De r­
..sant1s 

GUNHIDE'" 

Desantis manufactures a complete line of holsters 
and accessories, creatively designed to fill the 

specific needs of gun enthusiasts and law 
enforcement personnel. Available at your favorite 

Firearms or Sporting Goods Store. Mail $2 for full 
color catalog or request Free black and white 

catalog. Dealer inquiries invited. 

Dept. AH-507 • 149 Denton Avenue • New Hyde Park, NY 11040 • 516-354-8000 

accuracy. 
I was unable to perform accuracy tests in 

Italy, but I will report in-depth on these 
pistols in a future issue of the American 
Handgunner. 

The pistols themselves will start being 
available in Italy this spring and hopefully 
will be available in the States later in the year. 
Since Pardini Fiocchi now has a subsidiary in 
the USA, (Fiocchi of America is located in 
Springfield, Missouri) a determined effort 
will probably be made to have these fine 
pistols made available to American shooters 
as soon as production permits. I know 
they will welcome ., 
their arrival. 

pt11il•l~l'11•1f1l'ilii:ll~S1'J:l•I•JW 
~------------i! ifleam the PROPER way to tune a 45 auto for if 

111.!tull reliability under Combat & Competition. II! 
lvou will be taught by Bill Laughridge of Cylinder & I 
itSlide in an INTENSIVE 1 week hands-on course. YOU it 

l

ll!w ill perform all modifications und.er the gu idance. of .II! 
Mr. Laughridge. Course will consist of mod1f1cat1on 

j and installat ion of most practical combat acces· ii 
ll! sories to your 45. II! 
it For complete course information , send it 
11!$2.00 for brochure . ~ I I CYLINDER & SLIDE, INC. II! I P.O. Box 937 I 
if Fremont , NE 68025 ill 
~ (402) 721-4277 ~ 

~------------A 
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CUSTOM GUNS 
l.P.S.C. P.P.C. BULLSEYE IHMSA 

Custom .45 Auto's - Designer Comp II System - Pat. Pending 

Kart National Match Barrel - Tapered Cone System -
Full Length Recoil Spring and Comp Guide 

GUARANTEED 2112" - 10 SHOT GROUPS AT 50 YARDS 
with this system 

Basic to full house competition 

P.P.C. or Bianchi Revolvers - X-ring Accuracy - Douglas Barrels 
Smooth Double Action - Aimpoint, Scopes or Full Length Ribs 

Baer Custom Revolver Port System - Machined Internally on Barrel 

CUSTOM SNUBYS - T/C ACCURIZING 

Custom X·P 100's - Hunting or Silhouette - Long Range Calibers 

Baer Custom Guns offer quality workmanship and all work is fully guaranteed - from a 
competitor for competitors - we have a complete custom shop for your needs. If you use one 
of our competition guns and take first place in the Steel Challenge, 2nd Chance, 1.P.S.C. 
Nationals, any State Shoot, or Bianchi Cup - we will refund the money you spent in our 
custom shop. 

SEND A BUCK FOR CATALOG: 

Mon.-Tues. 10 A.M . to 8 P.M . 

Les Baer, Sr. - Pistolsmith - Owner 

BAER CUSTOM CUNS 
1725 Minesite Road 
Allentown, PA 18103 
Phone (215) 398-2362 
Wed . thru Sat. 10 A.M. to 6 P.M. 

SPECIAL TY RELOADINC SHOP, INC. 
Match Grade Pistol Ammunition 
Hard Cast or Jacketed Bullets 

Russ Beisel , Sr. Phone (215) 398-2362 After 5:00 Call (215) 432-4458 
1725 Minesite Road Allentown, PA 18103 
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LES BAER 
Continued from page 39 

that the two can be screwed together. 
He says, "I do that mainly so that I can 

position the comp before I attach it 
permanently." 

The second step is to silver-braze the two 
pieces. During this step, the threads contrib­
ute to a good bond by providing channels for 
the silver to flow. 

Each barrel-cone-compensator assembly 
must then be hand-fitted to the individual 
gun. Les sells no drop-in units. 

He explains, "I mike out the slide first, to 
get an inside dimension. Then I machine the 
tapered cone about five thousandths over­
size. At the largest part of the cone, just 
behind the compensator, I machine a flat 
bank about a quarter of an inch wide. Then I 
lap the whole thing in, right to the slide." 

Later, when the gun can be assembled, 
Les completes the fitting process by shooting 
it in. A few hundred rounds are usually 
enough to get the precise fit he demands. 

Another step Les uses to improve slide 
lock-up consistency is to fit the bottom lug of 
the barrel precisely to the slide stop. He uses 
a carbide cutter of his own design to cut the 
bottom lug about .003 " under-size. Then he 
laps in the slide stop for a perfect fit. In this 
way, the barrel is held tightly in battery, not 
by the link and pin, but by the bottom surface 
of the barrel lug and the slide stop. In a gun 
modified this way, the link serves only to pull 
the barrel out of battery as the slide 
moves back. 

Like most pistolsmiths, Les also tightens 
the slide-to-frame fit. 

"I leave about .0015 of an inch horizontal 
and vertical movement in there, with the 
barrel out. I mike every one out to make sure 
they're all the same. I put the gun in a vise and 
run a dial indicator along the slide. If it's not 
moving a thousandth-and-a-half, I lap it in or 
file it 'til it does," he says. 

All of this preparation works. Les has 
tested the prototype in the laboratory. Using 
precision measuring devices, he has shown 
that the system can repeat slide position to 
within .0001 of an inch every time. 

Baer's compensator has six round ports­
three on each side. Asked why he chose six 
round ports, Les admits that there is nothing 
magic about the configuration-he simply 
likes the looks of it. He stresses, however, 
that the total area of the ports is critical, and 
that he determined the correct size of the 
ports only after much experimentation. 

He also says that the angle of the ports is 
important. 

·~ lot of the comps I see have the holes 
coming up toward the front sight. I don't 
understand that, because that way all the 
smoke goes up around the sight when you 
shoot. Mine are angled 30 degrees away 
from the centerline of the sight radius so that 
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ANAIRGUN 
Cl.ASS IC 

The revised third edition of THE AIRGUN 
BOOK, is destined to become an airgun 
classic. As in the previous highly 
acclaimed editions, it presents an up to 
date and accurate guide to airguns 
available. THE AIRGUN BOOK provides 
airgun enthusiast, and first time buyers, 
with the ideal introduction to the sport. In 
addition, a wide range of useful 
background and reference material 
covers such topics as: performance and 
ballistics, trends in design, ammunition, 
and much more! 

California residents add 6% sales tax. ------Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. ----St- 200, 
--- . a e. ___ . de \a Rein · 

--- carn1no 
----- '\-\-\G7 59'\ '\OS ----;s~ooi<.S, oept.;an Oiego, cP.. 9~£ p..1RG\JN B~~:.5o out o' u.s.). 

G\J \J\/ edition o' 1 and nand\1n9 ' 
d rne tne NE $2 50 postage 

p\ease s~~s $'\9 .95 p\us · ~ ----
Enclose 1 Z\P---- ~ 

NAME. $1A1E--No. =----
p..ooRSSS--~ \Jisa/MC \nitials--
C\l'<-----cnecK/Mv -£)(.\'.>· oate-

SUBSCRIBE TO AMERICAN 
llANDGUNNER 

LEAD BUILD-UP 

*W IPE AWAY™ 
GUN CLEANING CLOTH 

JUST WIPE AWAY LEAD, BURN RINGS, & CARBON BUILD-UP 
ON HANDGUNS, RIFLES & SHOTGUNS 

THIS AMAZING CLOTH CLEANS, LEAVES A SPARKLING FINISH, 
IS INEXPENSIVE & LONG LASTING 

. .. I can vouch tor it really working. Just one or 
two sw ipes ol the clolh and leading around barrel 
disappears ... • 

-Jerome Rakusan (Editor) 
American Handounner 

Maoazlne 
• For removino leadlng & carbon build-up 
WIPE AWAY is the best that I have worked 
with to date.• 

- BobZwirz 
Eaatern Editorial Director 
Gun Wortd And Annuals 

1. Removino lead from the lorclno cone. barrel and cy­
linders is no lonoer a 1ask. Slmply cut a 1/ 2"1t1 / 2" 
patch and wrap it around an old brush of the same cal­
iber. A little scrubbino and the lead Is gone. Follow this 
with a clean gun patch and !hat part Is done. 
2. To clean the face ol the cylinders simply wipe the 
lead away. 
3. llghlly wipe thee1tterlor with the WIPE AWAY 
followed by a clean cloth and the 1ob Is finished . 
With the WIPE AWAY. it is no lonoer a mes5yand time 
conaummo job to clean a handgun. 

Look for It •t your Loc•I De•ler, or send $3.60 + 1.00 P & H to: 

Belltown, Ltd.-P.O. Box 74, Rt. 37, Sherman, CT 06784 PATENTED 
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EDI-SET TARGETS 
AN INNOVATIVE NEW APPROACH 
TO STEEL TARGET SHOOTING! 

This one unit can cater to all handgun 
calibers including SMG and all military 
carbines, as well as the popular 223. 

The Redi-Set• target is in continous 
use by the U.S. Department of Justice, Drug 
Enforcement Agency, New York. In addition, to 
meet their needs of the past year, we have 
designed a durable, stable, target stand 
raising the Redi-Set• target to a more profi­
cient shooting position for their agents. 
This stand is now available to the 
competitive shooter. 

SIO\'N 
MID ACI'IOO 

PAT. PENDIN:i 
PRICES and DAT A 

TARGET STAND 

Price: $59.95 ea 
Lots of 10: 55.00 ea 

Price : $65.00 ea 
Set: 114.95 ea 

ALL CHECKS MUST CLEAR PRIOR TO SHIPMENT 
NO C.O.D. ON QUANTITY ORDERS. MONEY ORDERS 
RECEIVE PRIORITY SHIPPING 

Each target unit consists of: 
all steel construction 
one frame 
one stem 
one 7 in. diameter 3/8 in. screw off face T-1 
one 9 in diameter 1/4 in. screw off face T-1 
overall height 22 in. 

Maintenance of target: 
Spray paint target and face color desired. 
All parts can be removed by hand. 
Target parts are made to endure stray rounds. 

Only target face is to endure continous impact. 

7 in. face for 15/25 yard handgun I 100 yards for 
rifle. 
9 in face for 15/25/50 yard handgun ONLY. 

HEDI-SET"' will reset itself 
instantly after each impact. 
REDI-SET"'.wil~ sustain, REDl-SET TARGET, INC. 
hard, rapid fire. P.O. BOX 23084 
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Shipping Information 
Shipped UPS 
Target (28 lbs) 
Stand (40 lbs) 
Both (68 lbs) 
Al low 6-8 weeks 

JACKSONVILLE, FL. 32241 
(904) 262-0638 

r---------------, 
I CEDER FCRt1 I 
I Name I 
I Address I 

~~~~~~~~~~ I 
City . I 

I State Zip I 
1_Target __ Stand _Both I 
I Amount enclosed I 

~---------------J 

the smoke blows away from the front sight," 
he explains. 

The compensator is also an expansion 
chamber. That is, its internal diameter is 
slightly larger than the bore of the barrel. In 
addition to nearly eliminating muzzle flip, 
this design contributes to effective cycling. 

"It delays unlocking of the barrel just long 
enough," says Les. "I found that if I didn't 
have the expansion chamber, the action was 
hesitant; the cycling had a gluk-gluk feeling 
to it. But with the expansion chamber, and 
with the low-drag design of the tapered cone, 
it really cycles well, In fact, my system cycles 
faster than a stock .45 does." 

Baer's system uses a standard full-length 
recoil spring guide, to which Les adds an 
extension at the front. The extension sup­
ports the compensator at all times, and also 
adds a little weight. Like the other parts of the 
Baer system, the extension is machined from 
4140 bar stock. It's constructed so that the 
slide, barrel and compensator, spring, and 
spring guide can be removed from the frame 
as a single piece simply by removing the slide 
stop. That permits the shooter a quick, con­
venient way to clean the gun between stages, 
without risking a change in the point of 
impact. Of course, the system can also be 
completely disassembled with relative ease. 

Les explains that the extension on the 
spring guide is extremely important. It per­
mits the slide to cycle almost without drag, 
and it contributes to reliable feeding. 

"Without support for the compensator," 
Les says, "the weight causes the barrel to tip 
forward slightly when the barrel unlocks. 
That allows a small gap to form between the 
bottom of the barrel throat and the top of the 
feedramp on the frame. Obviously, that isn't 
what you want for reliable feeding." 

"The price of the Baer Custom Guns Com­
pensator II System, installed and ready to 
shoot, is $460.00. Its effectiveness and good 
looks have already made it a huge success in 
the Allentown and Philadelphia regions. 

All Les Baer needs for similar success 
nationally is to have one of the big name 
shooters use his system in competition. 
Meanwhile, his attorney is working to patent 
the system, and new orders are coming 
every day. 

For a catalog, send your request with $1.00 
to Baer Custom Guns, 1725 Minesite 
Road, Allentown, 
PA, 18103. 

COMBAT MIND-S ·T 
Continued f ro111page2 7 

., 

those occasions when there is time, that fear 
should be deliberately overcome by anger in 
order to maintain control for the action 
to come. 

A pistol action is usually commenced by 
firing on the part of the aggressor. On other 
occasions it can be initiated by an unmistak­
able movement on the part of the aggressor 
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which indicates that he is about to fire. This 
triggers the combat response of the properly 
conditioned defender, and that response 
should be one of completely business-like 
attention to detail. 

Once you have decided that you must 
shoot, it is necessary for you to employ tech­
niques which will enable you to shoot well. 
Defensive gunfights do not usually require a 
high degree of marksmanship, but proper 
technique must still be used if disaster is to 
be forestalled. 

We have known several cases in which a 
highly qualified marksman fired a series of 
atrocious short-range misses, not because he 
couldn't shoot but because he did not pay 
attention to his shooting. In these cases he 
seems to have been thinking about the wrong 
things - such as the danger in which his life 
was placed, the anticipation of shock, 
concern about official policy or other 
irrelevancies. 

U'hen you are being shot at there is only 
one proper thing for you to think about, and 
that is your own shooting. All other thoughts 
must be blanked out. 

In bold red letters across your "heads-up­
display" should appear "Front sight. Press. 
Front sight. Press." If you concentrate upon a 
smooth, steady, surprise break, you will 
almost certainly survive the encounter. If you 
forget these things, you very probably 
will not. 

I have heard it claimed that many police 
officers interviewed after shootings admitted 
that they did not see the front sight. Certainly 
we should not deny this possibility, but nei­
ther should we use it as an example of how 
things ought to be done. 

In one major police department over the 
past two years there have been 32 pistol 
engagements involving SWAT members. 
1Wenty-four remembered concentrating on 
their front sights, and they hit. Eight remem­
bered not seeing their front sights, and they 
missed. That is a 100 percent tally. It certainly 
corroborates my teachings, but I did not 
make it up. It was given to me by the training 
officer of that department. 

I once asked a very prominent and experi­
enced police marksman what he remembered 
about his initial lethal contact. He said, loud 
and clear for all to hear, "I was looking at my 
front sight so hard that I could see the stria­
tions across it." He got three stops for three 
shots on that occasion. 

In my most recent field case study, just last 
year, the subject told me in his letter that as 
soon as he saw the muzzle of his adversary's 
gun swing toward him, he blanked out every­
thing but concentration on his front sight and 
on a smooth, steady pressure on his trigger. 
He came out fine. 

This would indeed seem to be the formula 
for success. 

The critical point is the creation of a "men­
tal trigger" in the mind which is decided upon 
in advance of the action. This mental trigger 
may be any one of a number of things, but it 
should always be sufficient in the mind of the 
shooter to justify his taking lethal action. 
Usually it will be a shot fired at him, but it can 

be a weapon pointed at him or a weapon 
pointed with lethal intent at someone else. In 
any case, it should be fixed upon in advance 
so that there is no need to hold a conference 
with oneself at the moment of truth. It cannot 
be delayed and it cannot be equivocal. 

No person who has any moral reservations 
about the propriety of self-defense should 
carry a weapon in the first place. 

If you accept the fact that you may have to 
fight to save your life, if you train yourself to 
use your weapons with skill and rapidity, and 
if you reserve your fighting stroke for condi­
tions in which it is justified, it is not likely that 
you will experience any psychological diffi­
culties in defending yourself. At least up to 
now I have never run across anyone who did. 

Now, however, we come to a very curious 
and very new series of observations about 
how one is likely to feel after a successful 
engagement. The popular term is "post oper­
ational trauma," or P.O.T. for short. (The 
acronym seems appropriate.) 

We are told from all sides that if one wins a 
lethal encounter he will feel dreadful. It is 
odd that no one seems to have felt dreadful 
about this until very recently. 

Throughout recorded history the winning 
of a fight has generally been considered a 
subject for congratulation. It is only just now 
that it has become presumably tainted. 

In reading our history, from the Pharaohs 
to the Falklands, one gets the impression that 
the principal feeling of the victor in mortal 
combat is satisfaction. Simply stated, the 

word we get from time immemorial down to 
the present is, "I would not have killed him if 
it had not been necessary, but it was neces­
sary and I am glad I did." 

When David slew Goliath no one records 
that he went into shock; nor did Theseus 
when he slew the Minotaur; nor did Andy 
Jackson when he killed Dr. Dickinson in a 
duel; nor did Teddy Roosevelt when he was 
set upon in a frontier bar; nor did Eduardo 
Grijalva when he shot down two assassins in 
front of his office in San Salvador. Nor, we 
may assume, did the great majority of those 
police officers and private citizens who have 
had to shoot to defend themselves on the 
streets of the United States in the past 
few months. 

It may be proposed that the military situa­
tion is emotionally different from the civilian, 
and in a sense it may be, but upon reflection it 
is obvious that any resulting P. 0. T. ought to 
be far more of a problem for the soldier. One 
can hardly condemn an enemy soldier for 
answering his country's call to arms-rather 
to the contrary. The enemy one kills in war 
may be a splendid fellow; brave, clean, rever­
ent, truthful, and so on. But a predatory felon 
who victimizes innocent non-combatants on 
the street is a proven goblin, sentenced by his 
own initiative. Some men may be upset by 
killing him, but not anyone I have met. 

But there must be something to this matter 
of P. 0. T. It could not be so well described if 
there had not been a couple of police officers 
who experiened it. It is my belief, however, 

MASSAD F. A YOOB'S 
••1N THE GRAYEST EXTREME'' 

I'\ I llt f,M \ \I "t i f \.I Ht'\lt 

SECOND AMENDMENT FOUNDATION calls it "Must 
reading for anyone who keeps a firearm for self 
defense." "Should be a mandatory purchase for 
anyone buying a gun." (Shooting Industry 
Magazine). "One of a kind." (LAW & ORDER). "17 
chapters of streetwise Information that every gun 
owner needs. Ayoob pulls no punches!" (GUNS 
Magazine). "I learned more about use of deadly 
force from this book than I did in law school." 
(Practicing attorney) 
This book teaches YOU how to use deadly force 
without being ravaged by a ciminal justic• system 
that often seems to favor the lawless over the law· 
abiding. 

$7.95 
plus $1.50 postage and handling 

----GRAVEST EXTREME P.O. Box 122. Concord, N.H. 03301----

1 Please check one: I 
I 0 Check or Money Order · $9.45 I 
I 
0 Charge my MC No. I 

Exp. date Name 
ID Charge my VISA No. Street I 
I Exp. date City I 
I
Bank on which account is drawn: I 
---------------State ip ___ _ 

L-------------------------------J 
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Quickie 
AUTOMATIO N PRIMER TUBE FILLER 

Fill a primer tube with 100 
primers in seconds! 

Just empty a box of 100 primers 
in the hopper and agitate. 

Press the trigger and a battery 
powered vibrator assisted by 
gravity wisks primers into the tube. 

Special gate prevents primers 
from entering tube upside down. 

Filled tubes serve as magazines 
that quickly refill the primer 
system on your reloader. (Tubular 

type primer systems) 

Available in two models: 
L - For all large primers 
S - For all small primers 
Each model supplied with 3 tubes. 
Extra tubes available. 

Everybody Loves 
A Quickie 

PATENT 
PENDING 

Reserve your Quickie NOW! 
Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 

INTRODUCTORY OFFER 
$19.95 each + $3.00 S & H 

Visa or Master Card 
Call Toll Free 

1-800-752-7001 ext. 922 
In Texas Call 

1-800-442-4 799 ext. 822 
Texas Residents add Tax 

or send Check or M.O. to: 

Quickie 
AUTOMAT ION 

PO. Box 1116 
Seabrook, Texas 77586 

that it is primarily a public relations innova­
tion designed to parry various sorts of pre­
posterous litigation which have become 
common in our courts. 

Policemen are now instructed by their 
supervisors that, should they become 
involved in a fight, their attitude upon its 
conclusion should be one of shock, dismay, 
horror and hysteria. This is to present a 
proper picture for the press. 

In actuality what they usually feel is 
pleased and proud. I repeat that I do not 
presume to use my own experience as a 
guide, but I do remember after action a defi­
nite feeling of elation. After looking right up 
the muzzle of one's opponent's gun there is a 
tendency to swagger. Jokes seem funnier, sky 
bluer, beer colder and bed warmer. Not for 
everyone, perhaps, but for those most char­
acteristic of my investigations. 

Throughout our history winning in a just 
cause has been deemed admirable and losing 
a disgrace. This sudden notion that there is 
something disreputable about winning in 
mortal conflict is peculiar and, I think, aber­
rant. This whole subject of P.O.T. may be 
largely an invention of the shrinks. 

The combat mind-set, therefore, should 
be: 

A. Before the fact-alert, prepared, and 
aware. If there is time for fear to build up it 
should be overcome by a conscious effort 
toward anger. 

B. During action - total concentration 
upon the technical matter of placing the shot 
properly. 

C. After the conflict-probably relief, 
gratification, and pride-approximately in 
that order. If it is advisable for the shooter to 
display distress, for various ulterior reasons, 
that is an administrative matter. 

There is nothing wrong with winning. 
There is a great deal wrong with losing. 
Those who bear arrns should .._.. 
bear that in mind. ~ 

.32 H&R MAGNUM 
Continued from page 43 

that boosted the idea of a lengthened .32 
round , to be called the .32 Magnum, and 
revolvers to handle it. Handloaders every­
where expressed their interest, but that wasn't 
enough to nudge the industry into action. 

Recommendations continued in the form 
of further writing, much of which appeared 
in the American Hand.gunner. Almost mirac­
ulously, nothing happened until Ted Rowe of 
Harrington & Richardson got in touch with 
the powers at Federal Cartridge to suggest 
the advent of a .32 Magnum. H&R would 
make the revolvers while the folks at Foshay 
Tower loaded ammo. 

The result, which was announced in the 
latter months of 1983, materialized as two 
new Federal loads: a 95-grain lead semi­
wadcutter at an advertised velocity of 1030 
fps, and an 85-grain jacketed hollow-point at 
1100 fps. 
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In a remarkable example of promotional 
underkill, both speeds were recorded from a 
45/s-inch revolver barrel. That level of hon­
esty has to be appreciated. Simultaneously, 
H&R unveiled a host of revolvers, with styles 
ranging from solid-frame to western in bar­
rel lengths from two to 10 inches. 

The case length of the revised round is 
1.075, .155 of an inch longer than the old .32 
S& W Long, which is enough to prevent its 
chambering in old revolvers, a boon to safety 
since the factory .32 Magnum, I'm told, 
operates in the neighbourhood of20,000 psi. 

The first gun to arrive for testing was the 
H&R Model 504, with six-inch barrel. The 
504 has a swing-out cylinder that, like all the 
H&R .32 Magnums, is chambered for five­
round capacity. H&R's idea was to provide 
more metal between chambers in order to 
achieve greater strength. 

The 504's trigger pull is smooth, in both 
single and double action, with S.A. pull reg­
istering about seven pounds. The gun weighs 
33 ounces, with six-inch barrel, which makes 
it the heaviest of the three guns tested. 

On hand next was the four-inch Charter 
Arms Police Bulldog. It's CA's well-known 
.38 Special six-shooter, chambered and 
bored for the .32 Magnum. This one is, by 
far, the handiest of the three. At 23 ounces, 
it's easy to carry, and I like its high gloss black 
finish. Also on the plus side are a smooth 
trigger pull and an adjustable rear sight, 
which, by the way, all three guns have. 

My only complaint about the Charter is 
that it now and then locks up. This has hap­
pened in both single and double action, not 
predictably, but when least expected. At such 
times the trigger will lock and can't be 
squeezed back until finger pressure is 
released and re-applied . As noted, this is a 
difficulty that is encountered only now and 
then. 

I've long made a practice of getting in 
touch with any manufacturer before I fault a 
product in print, so I wrote to Larry Ference, 
product service manager at CA, to determine 
whether the gun Hi been sent for testing was 
representative of the entire product line. 

Graciously, he sent another gun, which 
also locked up, although not as frequently. 

Another letter was written. This time, Mr. 
Ference replied, "My only thought is that 
possibly you are not allowing the trigger to 
travel forward fully after each shot. I 
checked the other .32 Magnum sent you 
before it went out and could find nothing 
wrong. . . Please let me know if you have 
further problems." 

WHILE YOU WERE WAITING 

FOR RESPONSES TO 
THE CLASSIFIED AD 
YOU PLACED IN SOME 
OTHER PUBLICATION 

HANDGUN MARKET CLASSIFIED ADVER:­
TI SE RS WERE GETTING RESULTS! 

CALL OUR ADVERTISING 
HOTLINE TODAY TO 
RESERVE YOUR SPACE 
IN THE NEXT ISSUE! 
(619) 297-8525. 

s9
0
95 DISTINCTIVE CONCEPTS INC. N ow is the time to show the world you 

are proud of your patriotic service to 
your country . Your years invested are 

worthy of the recognition that these hand­
somely detailed buckles will provide you. De­
signed by a Vietnam Veteran to proudly com­
memorate your commitment to America. 
Each buckle is hand brushed to a high 1 ustre 
bronze finish to accentuate the finely 
sculptured detail. Ideal for your own belt, a 
gift, or as sets for different campaigns within 
the same family. Buckles accommodate either 
1 V2" or I%" belt widths. 

P.O. BOX 2075 • ATILEBOAO, MA 02703 

__ WWII --KOREAN __ VIETNAM I 
_U.S.A.VET x $9.95 = SUBTOTAL __ I 
Postage & Handling Charges 

(1 -2Pcs.-1 .00,3-4Pcs.- 2.00,5ormore-3.00) TOTAL ___ I 
0 Payment Enclosed 0Visa 0 Mastercharge 
CARO 
NUMBEA _______ EXP. DATE----

ADDRESS ____________ _ 

I 
I 

This manufacturer's attitude stands in the 
best tradition of good customer relations, and 
it is possible that all CA revolvers do not 
malfunction in the manner I have described. 
It is, however, significant that I have lately 
communicated with several owners of CA 
revolvers (in calibers other than .32 Mag­
num) , who attest to having similar problems 
involving trigger lock. Meanwhile, I've been 
careful to allow the trigger on my .32 Mag­
num CA to travel fully forward after each 
shot. Unfortunately, this lone fault in an oth­
erwise highly-recommendable revolver is L 

For faster service, call 1-800-237-8400 extension #270 CITY STATE ZIP :..J 
(Florida residents call 1-800-282-1469 extension #270) Mass. Residents add S% Sales Tax --;;IOw s- 6 weeks delivery -----------------
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FIRING SIMULATOR . .. . 45 AUTO 
Grea t new TRAINING DEVICE allows you to DRY FIRE real isti ca lly wi thou t usi ng live ammo. 
Cycles the slide, cocks the hammer, RECOILS, uses CO' or shop air compressor. Drops into any 
.45 auto (Colt style) easily. NO MODIFICATION. Great for breaking in slides and tri gger jobs . 

~STALLS EASILY 
RAPID ARE TIMING 
DRAW FROM HOLSTER 
CO, or COMPRESSB> AIR 
CYCLES SLIDE AND RECOILS 
~EXPENSIVE, 80 SHOTS 1 CENT 
OVERCOME FLINCH, TRIGGER JERK 
15 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
PRACTICE TRIGGER CONTROL 
& FOLLOW THROUGH 

"This system is a must for anyone serious 
about improving their 'defensive' or 'competition' 
pistol skills." Mickey Fowler & Mike Dalton 
International Shootists Inc. 

,.vvANCl!'~ 

[ ~ ORDER FROM: 
- • ADVANCED .45 TECHNOLOGY SIMULATOR tor std 45 (you supply CO') $120.00 

. 45 . Dept. AH SIMULATOR w/CO' regulator. 150 P.S.I. $156.00 
~ o1. 1031 Elder St. Oxnard, CA 93030 SIMULATOR w/reg. & lull CO' bottle $236.00 
li'c Jf NOJ.O INC. (805) 485·011 3 (805) 485-4435 I s I "home practice dry fire kit" included with each order 

All prices include shipping, su~ace UPS. Ful CO' cylinders cannot be shipped aJr. Payment either C.0.0., Visa, Master· 
Card, moneyorder, or cashiers check. All personal checks held until clear. California residents add 6°/o sales tax. 

ACCURACY-DEPENDABILITY-QUALITY 
"Jarvis guns are the most 
consis tently accurate guns 
I' ve shot". - John Pride 

HOLDER OF CALIFORNIA 

STA TE "" 1500"' MA TCH RECORD 
1498· 116X 

• PPC GUNS 
•BIANCHI 

REVOLVERS 

•PIN GUNS 
e IPSC GUNS 

ALSO: 
MT·1 AIM POINT MOUN T 
FOR BULL BARRELL 
REVO LVE RS 

JARVIS GUNSMITHING / 4418 LARISTONE CR. I ORANGE. CA 92669 / (714) 538-2603 
SEND $1 FOR PICTURE CATALOGUE 

BRENT MULLIS 
3518 Lawyers Road East 

Monroe, N . C . 28110 

MEMBER 
NRA 
HHI 

ONCE FIRED !Bi~S)S) 
223 . . 38 SPL. .45 ACP 

AND OTHERS 
THE IB>IR1AS>S> WORKS 
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~<fJwnm4/ 
~ Jld«m fluni"? A fl'/ux ial/y 

CUSTOM BLUING 
MILLETT SIGHTS 

704/283-8789 

(51!) 353-7075 • P.O. llox ll~ 
Dri.,iag S,riots, TX 78'10 

FULL-AUTO RUGER 10·22 

Conversion plans, Mtrls. Incl., Com· 
plete in 1-hour, Simple and Reliable, 
$10, E. Sweat, 612 E. LaPlata St., Far· 
mington, N.M. 87401. 

not so easily corrected. 
Last to arrive for testing was the Ruger. It's 

been dubbed the New Model .32 Magnum 
Single-Six, a bored-out version of Ruger's 
.22 rimfire Single-Six that's been adapted to 
centerfire. At 30 ounces, it weighs midway 
between the four-inch CA and the six-inch 
H&R. Barrel length is 51/z inches. The 
Ruger's cylinder, which is chambered to hold 
six rounds, is the largest in diameter of the 
three guns used in these tests. It's single­
action only, with a trigger pull of six pounds. 
Like the H&R, the Ruger has performed 
without a hitch. 

The Ruger did , however, exhibit one 
minor flaw. A single hairline scratch could be 
seen on the cylinder about a quarter of an 
inch aft of its forward surface. The scratch, 
which ran circumferentially across the full­
diameter areas between the flutes, wasn't 
being caused by anything that would affect 
cylinder rotation, but it shouldn't have been 
there . 

Fortunately, the remedy was simple, for it 
was only necessary to mask the lower inside 
surface of the frame, leaving the offending 
area exposed, and carefully smooth away the 
tiny striations. Finally, the scratch was 
touched away with a few smears of cold 
blueing. 

Cylinder lengths for the three revolvers 
are as follows: H&R, 13/s-inch; Ruger, 113/n­
inch; CA, Ph-inch. The latter, of course, is 
longer because it's a converted .38 Special. I 
mention this because cylinder length limits 
the overall length of the handloaded car­
tridge. If, as I did, you try loading bullets of 
greater length (such as 110-grainers), you'll 
find the C/lls long cylinder quite accom­
modating. But if, as I did, you find that the 
reduced velocities attainable with llOs in the 
.32 Magnum are not conducive to good 
effect, it won't make much difference. 

Throughout the course of extensive hand­
loading and chronographing, I've discovered 
the . 32 Magnum to be a critter with a dis­
tinctively individual constitution; therefore, 
the revelations that follow will set it apart 
from any other handgun magnum. 

I requested a six-inch barrel on the H&R 
because I thought I could simply pick up on 
what I'd done with the six-inch K-32 back in 
1962 and go on from there. Not so. 

Powders, the likes of 2400 and Unique, 
although good in the old .32 S&W Long load 
tests, did not offer the results I'd hoped for 
with the new magnum. Unique seemed to 
work well enough with midrange loads, but 
when it came to pushing for higher velocities 
it raised apparent pressures too rapidly, and 
2400 was too slow for optimal use with all but 
the heaviest bullets. 

So, the search for ideal propellants contin­
ued throughout the testing of a dozen or so 
types before I settled on a few that would 
work satisfactorily. 

Aside from having to start from scratch 
with a whole new set of rules for bullet 
weights and powder types, getting into hand­
loading the .32 Magnum was easy. RCBS 
came through with the dies, and bullets were 
available from Hornady in the form of their 
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85-grain jacketed hollow-point and 90-grain 
lead semi-wadcutter. 

These bullets, especially the 85 , have per­
formed well in the categories of accuracy and 
expansion. However, as in the 1962 experi­
ments, the selection of bullet weights and 
shapes was limited. The problem was solved 
through the use of Corbin Manufacturing 
Company's (P.0.Box 2171, White City, OR 
97502) , new kit for swaging jacketed .32 
Magnum bullets. Corbin's swaging dies, 
which can be used in most standard reloading 
presses, are offered with nose-forming 
punches that will turn out a variety of shapes, 
from wadcutter to cavity-nose, in an infinite 
selection of weights. 

While I was busy swaging bullets with the 
Corbin set-up, J&J Custom Bullet (P.O. Box 
2029A, El Cajon, CA 92021), came along 
with a whole new line of .32 Magnum 
swaged bullets. These, like bullets of other 
calibers in the J&J line, are available either 
plain-swaged or swaged with soldered cores. 
(Core-soldering is an aid to preventing jacket 
separation in swaged bullets fired at higher 
velocities.) 

With a good selection of bullets at hand, 
the next step was to set up Custom Chrono­
graph's (Box 1061, Brewster, WA 98812), 
Model 1000 and clock Federal's factory 
loads. As noted earlier, these "stock'' .32 
Magnum loads are quite respectable, in 
terms of power, when compared to the old 
.32 S&W Long. 

Even so, the chronographing done here 
does not support advertised velocity claims. 
The 85 grainer, for example, advertised at 
1100 fps , averaged 1065 fps from the four­
inch CA, and only 970 fps from the six-inch 
H&R. (Subsequent checks established the 85 
at an average 985 fps from the Ruger.) The 
95 grainer, advertised at 1030 fps, rated 990 
fps from the CA, 940 fps from the Ruger, and 
925 fps from the H&R. 

You probably noticed something of a con­
tradiction in the velocities just cited; to wit, 
that higher readings were recorded from the 
shorter-barreled CA. Apart from the fact that 
the CA's chamber is a little longer and, in the 
case of my test sample, a little tighter, further 
explanation may be found in the fact that 
Federal's 85 and 90-grain loads each contain 
relatively small charges of some fast-burning 
flake-type powder. 

This, by inference, amounts to a compro­
mise that is aimed at accommodating loads to 
a wide assortment of barrel lengths, such as is 
being offered by H&R. Certainly, if a load is 
to work well in barrels ranging down to two 
inches in length, it must employ a fast-burn­
ing powder. But fast-burning powders do not 
perform optimally in long barrels, at least not 
when you're seeking magnum punch. 

The way to realize the .32 Magnum's full 
potential would be to begin tailoring hand­
loads to the individual guns, especially those 
with longer barrels. Moreover, it would be 
necessary to consider the length of the case, 
its capacity, and the depths to which bullets of 
varying lengths and designs had to be seated 
and crimped. Regardless of which revolver 
you choose, you'll probably discover that cer-

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER •JULY I AUGUST 1985 

New! Beeman/Unique 69 Semi-Auto Target Pistol 
Target shooters who demand total devotion to accurate fire will appreciate the Beeman / Unique 69. 
Foremost among its features is an outstandingly responsive trigger. It lets off with such precise ease 

that the pistol seems 
to fire by your men­
tal command rather 
than your trigger 
finger' 

Other features: 
• dry fire safety mechanism • adjustable, 

.... ·-~ French walnut grips • multiple position trigger 
• exceptional feel and balance • meets UIT standards 

Specifications: .22LR, 5-shot magazine, 8.7" sight radi us, 10.5" 
overall , 35.3 ozs. (optional counterweights avai lable). 

Comes with a spare magazine, cleaning rod, tools, proof cert ifi­
cates and test targets. 

See at your local dealer or send in your FFL for dealer prices. 

Send for new, 1985 Adult Alrgun Catalog/Guide, regularly $2. FREE with mention of 
code HG?. Include $1 to receive our full-color, Firearm Catalog also. Allow 4-6 weeks 
for delivery. To receive fast. 1st class mail add an additional $1 for each catalog. Add 
$3 each for overseas delivery. 

Beeman Precision Arms, Inc. 
47-HG7 Paul Dr., San Rafael, Calif. 94903 U.S.A. (415) 472-7121-24 hrs, 7 days 

G Beeman Precision Arms 

BUEHLER PISTOL MOUNT 

Introducing a different BUEHLER MOUNT-M83. In­
stalls without drilling or tapping . For calibers up 
through .357 Mag . Available in silver or black finish. 
M83 Mounts available for Smith & Wesson , Dan 
Wesson , Colt and Ruger. 

Send for free catalog 40H. 

MAYNARD P. BUEHLER, lnc.-ORINDA, CA 94563 

Now Available to 

HANDGUNNERS 
Shilen barrels are offered in two grades:"Lone St*r" 

and "Match". They are made of a special 4140 
chrome moly steel, button rifled with eight lands and 

grooves, and stress relieved. 

ii!!: r:;t - ....-

Caliber Groove Diameter Twist 
22 R.F. .222 16" 
22 C.F. .224 14" 
9mm .355 16" 

38 .357 14" 
~7 .357 18" 
44 .429 20'' 
45 .451 16" 

1Y4 X 14" or 1Y4" X 28" unturned blanks; smaller diameters can be 
made to customer specification. 

Insist on the best - lnsist'on Shi/en. 
Dealer Inquiries are invited. 

SHI LEN RIFLES, INC. 
205 Metro Park Boulevard • Ennis, Texas 75119 • (214) 875-5318 
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WE TAKE PRIDE ... 
IN OUR 1SPECIAL' WORK: 

• Revolver action jobs 
• I PSC auto conversions 
• Metal checkering 
• Sight installation 
• Blue and electroless 

nickel finishes 
• Fine welding 

If you demand professional 
workmanship, send $2 for our 16-page 

color brochure and price list. Refundable. 

Member Amencan Pistolsmiths Guild 

Jim Stroh 
ALPHA PRECISION, INC. Dept. 01 

PO Box 65 I Good Hope. GA 30641 I (404) 458-0477 

SSK 

MOOSE, MICE & COMPETITION GUNS 

SSK Industries offers exceptional services and products which include 41 
AVENGER conversion kits fo·r the 1911 Colt, Match Grade replacement 
barrels for the 1911 in various calibers, CUSTOM CONTENDER barrels in 
over 75 calibers including the 375 JDJ and 45-70, XP-100 competition and 
hunting conversions, custom T'SOB scope mounts that stay on handguns 
in either shorty or full length vent rib configuration, ARRESTOR muzzle 
brakes, heavy weight bullet molds, SSK SILHOUETTES, incredibly tough 
rubber targets, RECHAMBERING and many other services for discriminating 
handgunners. We want and appreciate your business. Two stamps for 
information. 
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SSK INDUSTRIES 
Route 1 A, Della Drive, Bloomingdale, OH 43910 

A / C 614-264-0176 

--- LEE'S RED RAMPS 
. 090 • Aperture s & w 

• High quality, white outline sights with white cut in for S & W automatics with fully 
adjustable sights, and all S & W revolve·rs with adjustable sights except J Frame. 
Sold as a 3·piece unit, (Blade, Nut, & Screw) ... $19.95. Nuts and screws sold separately 
at $2.50 per set. Minimum 10 sets. Blade NOT sold separate. 

• New narrow aperture (.090") white outline for long barreled Ruger, Colt , Micro, 
Virginia Dragoon ... $7.50. Standard (.125") aperture white outline blade for Ruger, 
Colt , Micro & Virginia Dragoon ... $5.95. 

• We offer a full line of front sight kits from $13.95 to $79.95. Spring kits for S & W 
revolvers: K, N, & L Frames ... $11 .95. S & W J Frames ... $6.95. All New Model Ruger Single 
actions ... $6.95. All Ruger double actions except Redhawk ... $6.95. Dan Wesson .357 ... $6.95. 

• Cold Blue that blends with hot blue (It Works .) .. . $10.00-1oz., $15.00-2 ozs., $25.00-
4 ozs., $40.00-8 ozs., $55.00-16 ozs. 

All products fully guaranteed by Lee Baker. Dealers, call or write for discount. Check 
or Money order to: LEE'S RED RAMPS, DEPT. AHG , 7252 EAST AVENUE U·3, 
LITTLEROCK, CA 93543. (805) 944-4487-MasterCharge, Visa & C.O.D. orders welcome. 

tain loads perform better than others, which 
emphasizes the value of custom loading. 

A 70-grain jacketed hollow-point was 
tried first. Although several powders were 
tested, only two provided good results. A 
charge of 6.5 grains of Hodgdon's HP-38 
resulted in 1450 fps/325 foot-pounds from the 
CA; 1240/240 from the H&R; 1230/235 from 
the Ruger. A charge of 6. 7 grains of 
Winchester's WW-231 behind the 70 brought 
1530/365 from the CA; 1410/310 from the 
H&R; 1390/300 from the Ruger. 

The shortest of the three barrels was still 
giving the highest bullet speeds, but this was 
with fast powders and light bullets. Having 
topped the published velocity/energy figures 
without difficulty, I was encouraged to go for 
more by testing different loads. 

The paradox apparent in attaining higher 
speeds from the short barrel did a complete 
turnabout with slower-burning powders and 
85 to 87-grain bullets from Hornady and 
J&J. 

I'd gone with 5.1 grains of Unique, behind 
the Markell 98 , in the .32 S&W Long, so I 
tried 5.5 grains with the 85s and 87s in the 
Magnum. The charge was over-max in the 
CA, and near-max in both the H&R and 
Ruger. In fact, top velocity resulted from this 
charge in the H&R, but it amounted to a mere 
1150 fps/250 foot- pounds. In the same string 
of test firings, 9.0 grains of 2400 gave 
1165/255 from the CA, and a maximum of 
1290/315 from the H&R and Ruger. 

Something worthwhile was in the offing, 
to be sure. The pre-.32 Magnum ballyhoo 
had established the round as being superior to 
.38 Special factory loads, but handloading 
within tolerable limits of chamber pressures 
had advanced it even further. And had done 
so with powders that were less than ideal for 
the .32 Magnum. 

Bullets of 90, 95 , 100, 105, and 110-grain 
weights were tested with, as I said, at least a 
dozen different powders and many different 
charge weights. At last, Accurate Arms' No. 
7, a spherical that meters easily, was put to 
work behind the 85s and 87s. At this point, 
because of No. Ts relatively slow-burning 
rate, the shorter barrels are found wanting, 
while both the H&R and the Ruger move into 
the spotlight. 

Beginning with 8.5 grains of No. 7, the 
85s and 87s were pushed to 1415/375 , aver­
age, from the H&R and Ruger. At 9.0 grains, 
the average was 1465/405. Then, with 9.5 
grains, I recorded an average 1535/445 . 
Finally, with 10.0, the 85 hit an average (in 
the Ruger and H&R) of 1601 fps and har­
vested a kinetic energy of 484 foot/pounds. 
The 10-grain charge is absolute max in the 
guns I tested, so by all means don't try it in 
your gun until you've worked up, ever so 
cautiously, from the 8.5-grain starting point. 
Max or near-max charges are for carry-loads 
and all-out hunting; the better choice being 
something less committed to attaining ulti-
mate power. ' 

You'll find a scattering of partially-burned 
powder particles in the barrel of a .32 Mag­
num revolver when you load Accurate Arms' 
No. 7. I haven't found such deposits to be a 
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deterrent to accuracy, and it's certain that they 
don't mean much when compared to the big 
power payoff. 

Nor has accuracy been appreciably 
affected by high-power loading. I've shot 
more than a few 1-1/2-inch five-shot groups at 
25 yards. The Farrsight, a pinhole device that 
clamps onto shooting glasses has helped. It 
has a dozen different dial-in apertures that 
can bring a target into clearer focus. The 
Farrsight is available, for $8.95, from Farr 
Studio, 1231 Robinhood Rd ., Greeneville, 
TN37743. 

You may or may not be overwhelmed by 
thoughts of owning a .32 Magnum. On the 
other hand, ifyoutl like to own and handload 
a round that can top anything from 9MM to 
.45 ACP in factory loads, and without 
punishing recoil, give this long- ~ 
awaited newcomer a try. ~ 

lOmm BLACKPOWDER 
Co11ti11ued from page 51 

slower .44. 
Introduced in 1875, the .38-40 was the 

second Winchester-Colt dual caliber, useable 
in either single action or lever gun. Unlike the 
.44 WCF, which was often used as a military 
rifle, the .38 achieved a reputation for eastern 
deer hunting. But, its effectiveness in combat 
was well known. Colt chambered both DA 
and SA revolvers for .38 WCF until just 
before WW II. 

Handloads can drive the .40-caliber 180-
gr. jacketed softpoint from a six-inch barrel 
at 1100 fps. This is best done in a Colt New 
Service heavy-frame double action. Lever­
action carbine loads go as high as 2000 fps 
with the same bullet. When my inquiry into 
.40/lOmms began, I took the .38-40 as a 
benchmark, and made my auto pistol's design 
mission to get full black-powder chamber 
revolver power from the 9mrn ~ 
cartridge length and pistol size. ~ 

CROSSFIRE PRO 
Co11ti11ued f rom page 29 

intention is to instantly stop the aggressive 
action. The manner of doing so, the mecha­
nism, is to deliver energy to the subject by 
means of a projectile launched from a hand­
gun. We are generally familiar with the inter­
nal and external ballistics, but most of us 
interested in self-defense have only a hazy 
idea of terminal (at the target) ballistics. 

Indeed, the subject is confusing and inex­
act because of all of the variables of the 
target, including but not limited to the 
attacker's build, distance from you , his men­
tal state, his clothing, his chemical status 
(high on drugs), even his aspect, that is, how 
he is facing. Yet I still maintain that any 
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DILLI ON MAKES A GREAT 450 
AND WE MAKE IT FASTER! 
Every time you pull the handle you 
automatically pick up a primer 
and throw a powder charge. 

* 40% increase in speed 
* fits all 450 models 
* can not miss charging a case 
* can not double charge 

Coming Soon * Case Feeder & Indexer 
* Primer Tube Filler 

450 
Speed Up 

Kit 

PYTHON BBLS: 8" -$94, 6" -$82 
Wherl ®un \eonurrston 

S & W and COLT WARRANTY STATION 
S & W and COLT PARTS DISTRIBUTOR 

6" & 8" Python Bbl 's fitted to K & N frame S&W 
S&W Model 28 converted to 44SP & 45LC, etc . 
K frame S&W converted to 25-20, 32, etc . 
S&W N-frame-convertible to 45LC & 45ACP 
S&W N-f rame converted to K Round Butt 
Ruger SA 357 converted to 44 / 40 , 44SP, 45LC , etc. 
Ruger SA fitted with 10" barrel, any caliber 
Cylinders rechambered-Barrels re li ned 
PPC guns built-Bull barrels fitted-Actions tuned 
Electroless Nickel-Parkerizing-Reblueing 

S&W rear sight with our front sight fitted 
to Colt slide & other Combat Modifications! 

~u-1fline ®uns, c3Jnc. 
Dept AH 

1053 CAULKS HILL ROAD 
HARVESTER. MISSOURI 63303 
(314) 441-4500 (314) 44 7-4501 
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Fireworks of all kinds . Make your cele· 
bration A BLAST! Largest selection of 
Class C Fireworks in America . M·60s. 
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handgun round , properly placed, can pro­
duce an instant stop, a knockdown. 

Lt. Frank McGee, now retired from the 
New York Police Firearms and Tactics sec­
tion, likes to tell the polar bear story. A 
drunken citizen decided he wanted to pet the 
nice polar bear at a zoo in New York, so he 
climbed the wall, crossed the moat, climbed 
the bars, and started to pet the bear. 

The bear decided to wave to the crowd by 
holding the man's arm in his mouth. 

A police officer was summoned, who in 
turn climbed the wall, crossed the moat, and 
climbed the bars. 

He struck the bear with his baton, with no 
effect. He then drew his issue S&W MIO, 
loaded with the 158 gr. (dis) service load, 
thrust it against the bear, and fired one round. 
The bear dropped the man, staggered back, 
and dropped dead. 

Other than a question as to if he had shot 
the correct party, drunks being more com­
mon than polar bears, he had placed his shot 
perfectly into this vital area with what is 
usually considered an inadequate round. 

What is the shape of this vital target? 
While ill-defined, it includes certain parts of 
the brain and the first six or so inches of the 
spinal cord. Place enough energy on these 
spots, and motor functions fail , i.e. you 
achieve a knockdown. That's the good news. 
Even better, it takes very little energy to 
disrupt these functions ; less than that deliv­
ered by a .22 Short. 

In fact , from time to time you hear of 
accidents where someone is struck by a BB or 
air pistol pellet and, unfortunately, dies. Thus 
the energy needed is minimal. The bad news 
is, it is next to impossible to be sure of hitting 
this target. 

There are two ways to increase the odds in 
our favor. One is to increase the effective size 
of the target by increasing the size of our 
bullet or the amount of energy available to 
disrupt the target. The other is to become so 
proficient with what you shoot that you can 
always impact in, or very close to, this 
'target'. 

This is why some self-defense instructors 
recommend the .22 as a defense caliber. 
They believe that the low cost of the ammuni­
tion will lead to more practice and a higher 
level of proficiency. The down side of this is 
the same problem that the police run up 
against- a lack of dedication or the time/ 
money for practice, and the return to the first 
method, also known as "throwing money at 
the problem." 

Here we find the origin of "if a .38 is good, 
a .357 is better, and a .44 is best," or Mag­
num-Mania. Usually occurring after media 
reports of a failure ("the violator was shot six 
times by police, but ran for three blocks 
before collapsing") , the local police demand 
more powerful ammunition or new firearms 
to protect the people. And the people who 
have accepted the responsibility for their own 
protection wonder if what they have is 
enough. 

But in almost every case, no one estab­
lishes where the violator was shot- how 
close did the rounds come to this 'target?' In 

For more information write: Dept. AH 
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. ~ Mount Ct.mens, Michigan 48045 
o • ..s.: (313) 468-1090 
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the cases I am aware of, none of the rounds 
impacted near this target . The result is 
expanded sales of magnums to people, and 
police, who can't hit their targets with what 
they have. 

But now they can miss with a more power­
ful round- which is really self defeating. 

Where does the answer lie? 
The upper limit of control for the average 

adult, with an interest in self-defense, but not 
a dedication to it, lies in the .38/9mm range. 
Those with somewhat greater desire can 
master the .45 ACP, but for ease of control, a 
short learning curve, and a reasonable proba­
bility of hitting the 'target', most people 
including the police, are in this range. Few 
people, male or female, can truly master the 
.41 and .44 Magnums, and even the .357 
takes extra work if multiple targets are 
involved. 

But the traditional ammunition in the 
.38/9mm class calibers does not deliver 
enough energy to sufficiently enlarge the tar­
get area because of the round nose design. 
Thus increasing numbers of people and 
police agencies have adopted a controlled 
expansion plus-P round combining an 
expanded target with a high hit probability. 

If we could be certain of increasing the 
odds of hitting the 'target', we could decrease 
the power of the gun/ammo system. If we 
could control more power 100 percent of the 
time, we could use a more powerful gun/ 
ammo system. We are faced with a triangle of 
gun/ammo ability, and apparent 'target' size. 
But the long leg of the triangle is ability. 

Thus we return to my opening thesis: Any 
handgun round, properly placed, can stop 
any assailant. And the person who invents a 
method to guarantee proper placement will 
save a lot of lives. 

Men are not blocks of clay, water soaked 
newspapers or piles of ductseal. They have a 
variety of densities, and depend upon the 
brain to send electrical impulses to the body. 
Interfere with the process, and you stop all 
activity instantly. A knockdown. A properly 
placed bullet can do that. 

For the present, I accept the responsibility 
for my own protection, and practice, prac­
tice, practice to try to insure that when that 
monster I described earlier attacks me, I will 
be able to protect myself. 

Survival is the only victory. And bullet 
placement is the ~ 
key to survival. ---. 

CROSSFIRE CON 
Continued from page 29 

object being struck, and the placement of the 
bullet with relation to the center of mass. 

For purposes of calculation, some of the 
variables can be considered 'constants' while, 
naturally, others are not. Which is to say, that 
for every absolute set of figures and calcula­
tions that are dictated for a given circum­
stance, the next shot fired may encounter 
totally different numbers. 
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In spite of this slippery interpretation of 
ballistics, general calculations can be made 
which will allow us to closely determine the 
physical effects of a bullet on a known mass. 
The physiological effects on a living subject 
produce even more variables than already 
mentioned. 

To keep things simple, we will discuss the 
effects of tangible ballistic quantities on a 
solid mass to better understand the 
capabilities of a given load. 

For purposes of this example, let's take a 
common bullet weight often used in police 
work, the 150 grain bullet. In keeping with 
this law enforcement overtone, let's assume 
that the bullet is being propelled out at about 
1,500 fps; definitely a 'hot' .357 or + P + .38 
cal load. For the majority of officers in the 
street, this would be an optimum-albeit 
hard to achieve- set of numbers. 

Now, let's say that the intended target 
weighs 170 pounds and is close enough to the 
muzzle so we don't have to compute for dis­
tance and loss of velocity. Let's also assume 
the bullet strikes the target dead-center in the 
middle of mass to produce clean physical 
results. 

Our bullet (150 grs/1,500 fps) has a mathe­
matical energy of753 ft-lbs. That is, it has the 
potential of lifting one pound 753 feet or 
lifting 753 pounds one foot. If it travels one 
foot into the body before stopping, it will 
impart a force of 753 pounds for approxi­
mately .00133 second. If the bullet stops 
within three inches, it will deliver a force of 
3,030 lbs for approximately .00033 second 
(.33 milliseconds). 

Amazing figures, to be sure, but because 
of the very short durations of time that the 
force is actually felt , the physical effect to the 
body being struck is far less than the numbers 
would lead you to believe. What all these 
astronomical-sounding numbers boil down to 
is a recoil velocity of .188 ft/sec, or 2.3 in/sec 
for the 170 lb mass in both examples! 

Taking these figures at face value, the cal­
culations show that if the 170 lb weight were 
placed on a frictionless surface, it would 
recoil away from the impact at only 2.3 
inches a second. Conversely, if the shooter 
and his gun also had a combined weight of 
170 lbs, he would recoil away from the shot at 
the same identical speed (Newton's Third 
Law of Motion). 

Hardly enough force to cause someone to 
be thrown 'violently' back. 

Why the obvious lack of physical 'reaction' 
in these equations? Simple. The Laws of 
Physics state that energy is never lost on 
impact. But because of intense friction, the 
bullet's energy is given up- or converted- to 
heat. All the potential energy that looms in 
those high numbered figures that look so 
good on paper, really only amounts to a lot of 
heat on impact. Maybe this is where the term 
'hot lead' comes from. 

Enough theory and math. Let's take a look 
at some real-life examples that prove my 
point. 

Shooting at live targets- be they animal or 
otherwise - is very much like a roll of the 
dice; sometime you can roll a seven or 
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eleven, and sometimes you roll craps. 
The following shooting incidents were 

taken directly from police records. No doubt, 
there are many more such incidents out there 
that serve to prove the point being made­
that handgun loads do not always knockdown 
an assailant. 

Case # 1: In an attempt to catch a skillful 
cat-burglar, officers of a big city PD staked 
out several high-rise apartment buildings. 
After one or two nights of vigilance, the well­
built and highly athletic burglar was seen 
crawling up the face of a 15-story condo. 
Officers at the scene waited until he worked 
his way back to the ground and then con­
fronted the punk with drawn weapons. The 
burglar decided to run and many shots were 
fired at him over a period of time as he played 
cat-and-mouse between buildings. As he 
jumped over seven-foot walls and out-ran his 
pursuers, the burglar took a total of seven hits 
with + P .38 cal police loads. Even though 
he was hit in the neck, chest and kidney, he 
still tried to make good his escape. What 
finally brought the man down was a lucky 
shot to his heel. Not being able to run any­
more, the burglar fell and was captured. 

Case #2: A police officer carrying a 9mm 
semi-auto approached a robbery suspect sit­
ting in a vehicle and ordered the man to 
freeze. The suspect responded by producing 
a weapon and the officer fired hitting the man 
at least three times, point-blank. The suspect 
was able to shoot back and killed the officer 
where he stood. 

Case #3: A family argument escalated to 
the point where one of the parties drew a .45 
auto and fired three shots into a male victim 
while he was standing inside a house. With 
his mortal wounds, the victim was able to run 
out the door and down the street for approxi­
mately 200 yards before he fell . In spite of 
being hit square in the torso, at no time was 
the victim knocked off his feet. 
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Case #4: A police officer working alone 
responded to a family dispute and was met by 
a man and his wife inside their apartment. 
After determining that the situation was in 
control, the officer counseled both parties 
and turned to walk out. The man retrieved a 
.45 auto and planted two shots in the back of 
the officer at a distance of less than 10 feet. 
One of the rounds was a full-jacket ball slug, 
and the other was a hollow-point Silvertip. 
The officer was not wearing a vest and 
although severely injured , was never 
knocked off his feet. Reacting to the shock of 
his wounds, the officer drew his service 
revolver and sat down with his back against a 
wall until help came. The officer eventually 
survived the incident but was pensioned off 
the job. 

As you can see by all these examples, if 
you're counting on your sidearm to do more 
than Mother Nature intended for it to do, you 
could be a long time waiting for the results. 
Instead of hoping for some physically impos­
sible results from your gun, you would be 
better off to accept your gun's limitations and 
learn to work with what you have. As inter­
esting as the concept of knockdown power is, 
it just doesn't exist in the calibers generally 
associated with handguns. 

So, the next time you watch a movie and 
see the amazing antics of a staged shooting in 
slow-motion, remember what you've learned 
about the laws of physics. Good mark­
manship is still your best defense in a one-on­
one situation. Don't count on big guns or 
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high-performance bullets to make up for 
poor shot- ~ 
placement. ~ 

.256 SUPER-MAG 
Continued f rom page 45 

Several of the loads extracted hard, to the 
point of having to be removed with a screw­
driver. The cases in question showed the 
telltale rings caused by a rough chamber. 
Polishing with 400 grit wet/dry paper elimi­
nated the problem oflight loads sticking. 

It was obvious that if the project were to 
continue, the case splitting had to be stopped. 
I called Hornady Manufacturing in an 
attempt to order a set of forming dies. I felt 
this would solve the problem. I ended up 
explaining my project to Steve Hornady. He 
said they would make the dies, but it would 
take six to eight weeks and cost $140. Then, 
to my surprise, he added , "There is a faster 
and cheaper way". He thought I could make 
an intermediate forming die by shortening a 
300 Winchester Magnum sizing die. This, 
used with an extended shell holder might 
work. He was right, case loss due to forming 
was all but eliminated. 

During all phases of testing a close eye 
was kept on the cases for any sign of exces­
sive pressures. After firing each new load all 
case heads were measured for expansion and 
notes taken on the condition of the primers. 
Each load was increased a half a grain at a 
time. As they became progressively heavier 
the standard primers began to show slight 
cratering. At this point a change was made to 
Remington 7 V2 Benchrest primers. These 
have the advantage of a thicker cup to with­
stand higher pressures. Maximum loads 
were determined by pressure signs and 
chronograph readings. When the addition of 
more powder failed to produce a significant 
increase in velocity, or the cases indicated 
high pressure levels, the load was reduced by 
half a grain. 

All testing was done at 50 meters, shoot­
ing over an Oehler Model 33 chronograph. 
Most of the testing was done during the 
winter months in temperatures from 20° to 
45° F. 

Hornady's 60 grain flat point performed 
well with a wide range of loads. Most loads 
would keep five shots in a 1'h 11 to 1 % 11 group. 
Many groups were one inch or less. A bullet 
this light is of little use on the silhouette 
range, however, it is an excellent choice for 
small game. I used it in the .256 Super-Mag 
last fall to harvest a good many gray squirrels 
at ranges out to 60 meters. 

Sierra's 75 grain hollowpoint is another 
that is a little on the light side for silhouettes, 
but should prove first rate on varmints. I 
expect the 75 grainer to be the undoing of a 
good many woodchucks. 

For silhouette shooters, Sierra's 87 grain 
spire point holds the greatest promise. This 
bullet shot more sub-one inch groups than 
any of the others tested . The best results were 

IT'S BACK! 
nw- Orlglnal 

Dirty Ha r ry@ 
Shoulder Holster 

For ALL 
HANDGUNS 

CATTLE BARON 
LE ATHE R CO., Now 

Holds The Rights to this 
WORLD CLASS HOLSTE R 

Marauder 
Black Model 
w/ Black 

Suede Lining 
llfoTn br _,.,.In Dlfer 11 1 Countrl••I 

• HOLSTER & HARNESS made Entirely Of TOP­
GRA IN LEATHER NO ELASTIC- NO Split 
Cowh ide 1s Used NO STRAPS VISIBLE 
ACROSS CHEST 

•HOLSTE R Is Made From EXTRA HEAVY. 
HANO SELECTED. T EXAS SADDLE LEATHER 

• HOLSTE R Is Lined Wi th GE NUINE SUEDE 

• Th is ts T HE ORIGINAL-Recommended As 
The 'Best' By More Gun Writers Than Any Other 
Ho lster in The World 
•PRICES: 6-1 / 2" barrels or under $84.95 

7-112", 8" or 8-3/ 8" barrels $94.95 

Literature $2.00. Please add 5% to total of order for 
shipping and Insurance. (Left-hand Models- NO EX· 
TRA CHARGE) DEALERS-send $2.00 and F.F.L. 
Credit Card Orders (512) 697-8900. 

Send check M.0 . VISA or M.C. to: 
CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 

P.O. Box 100724 Dept. AH-5, San Antonio, TX 78201 
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5DAV 
DEFENSIVE 
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INDOOR SHOOTING RANGE 
2458 Boston Post Rd., Guilford, CT 06437 

(203) 453-1570 
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with 14.0 gr. of 2400 powder. One five shot 
group measured, outside to outside, .330". 
Loading up 1 Y2 grains still placed five shots in 
the paper in just under one-inch, and with a 
muzzle velocity of2070 fps. When compared 
to the maximum load for this bullet in the 
.256 Win-Mag this is an increase of 15 per­
cent in muzzle velocity and a 33 percent 
increase in muzzle energy. Using the tables in 
the available loading manuals along with 
actual chronograph readings the retained 
energy at 200 yards was calculated to be 458 
ft.fibs. This is an increase of 37 percent over 
the .256 Win-Mag. 

It is a generally accepted fact that with this 
small of a case the .25 caliber will not group 
with a bullet heavier than 90 grains. Knowing 
this, I still attempted to work up a load using 
Nosler's 100 grain spitzer. While able to keep 
the group around l % inches at 50 meters, it 
opened up to 10 inches at 200 meters. 

At the present time the selection of .25 
caliber pistols suitable for silhouette shooting 
and hunting is limited. Thompson/Center is 
the only major manufacturer offering the 
shooter the 256 Win-Mag and the 25/30. I 
believe there exists a need and a market for a 
high-velocity .25 caliber silhouette/hunting 
cartridge. Maybe in the near future a major 
ammo manufacturer and gun maker will 
agree with me and look to fill that need, 
and just maybe it will be filled with 
something like the .256 ...... 
Super-Mag. ~ 

SWPL & ACCU-COMPS 
Continued from page 3 7 

The skill levels of the League participants 
ranged from the coveted title of Combat 
Master to the beginner rating of "E" class. 

The League members had the choice of 
shooting their own ammunition, reloads or a 
selection of factory ammunition. The types 
of ammo that were provided are listed. 

A total of approximately 1,375 rounds 
went through both the Wilson Accu-Comps 
with eight malfunctions. Two of the malfunc­
tions were caused by light loads. Two failures 
to extract occurred in the Commander. Four 
failures to feed hampered the Government 
Model. Remember, the Accu-Comps were 
not cleaned during the testing. 

This works out to a 99 .4 percent reliability 
rating. 

This portion of the test of the Accu-Comps 
belongs to the Southwest Pistol League, so 
without further ado let's hand things over to 
some League members. 

Three-time Bianchi Cup champion and 
Combat Master Mickey Fowler said, "It's a 
good piece of equipment for IPSC shooting. 
It's fast handling. The Accu-Comps have 
good balance for engaging multiple targets at 
maximum speed." 

Randy Torbick shot the Accu-Comps and 
said, "The recoil is similar to the Clark Pin 
Gun, but overall the gun is lighter. I would 
think seriously about owning one." 

-COMPS 
Mike Card also saw a similarity to the 

Clark Pin Gun when he said, "The felt recoil 
is softer than on my Clark Pin Gun." 

Not all the comments were entirely 
positive. 

Continued from page 38 

Larry Ravlin said, "The extended mag 
release on the Government rates a 'zero.' It's 
too easily released when shooting." 

Lee Mellinger commented, "The checker­
ing is very sharp; for my hands it's too sharp. 
But it's very easy to double-tap." 

Kelly Kuehl experienced several of the 
few malfunctions encountered in the test. She 
said, "Seems picky on ammo. I used reloads 
that feed consistently in the four guns my 
husband and I shoot. Your's wouldn't." 

Lee W Smith liked the Accu-Comps. He 
commented, "I have a Wilson gun but with­
out a compensator. Now I can't wait to get an 
Accu-Comp." 

Finally, Dennis Lau said, "Clearly one 
of the best compensated guns available. 
Shot to shot recovery time is dramatically 
improved over a non- ~ 
compensated gun." ~ 

The magazine wells on both pistols are 
beveled for aiding the quick insertion of a 
magazine. 

Both Accu-Comps have Wilson Match 
triggers (skeletonized) . The Government is 
fitted with an extended mag release button, 
but the Commander is not. 

The checkering on both pistols is 20 lpi, 
and is extremely sharp, which I very much 
like. Some shooters to whom I showed the 
guns didn't like the sharpness of the checker­
ing, but the lion's share of the IPSC shooters 
who examined the Accu-Comps were ecstatic 
in their praise of this sharply handcut 
checkering. 

The front straps and the arched main­
spring housings are both checkered. The 
fronts of the trigger guards are also check­
ered at 20 lpi. 

CUSTOM RUBBER GRIPS 
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FINE ST QUALITY NEOPRENE 
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BROWNING HI-POWER COMBAT ACCESSORIES 

.. 
AMBIDEXTROUS COMBAT SAFETY 
Nownghtorlefthandsafetyoperal1onforthe 
H1·Power E)(clus1ve design will pos1t1vely fit 

:~~e;J~~a;~:r~~~1~a1~~estruc1able ~%~~:~ 

WIOE TRIGGER 
Reduces felt trigger pull !or better control 
Exclus1vedes1an1sbetterthanatnggershoe 

~;~P~~t 1~~;a~la~1~~'.e:1s~nel~~1~a~rs 1~~~~~~~e 
safety '321~ppd 

High Powers guaranteed to feed all types of 
factory ammo including hollow Points and 
Sliver Ups. Please call for details. 

EXTENOED SLIOE RELEASE 

~e~~~ad~~gsl~~e~1:~~u\~~1~~~ ~r~~c1iFi:~~~ 
s1gnedtortheH1-Power. simply replaces stan­
dard release s28"ood 

STAINLESS STEEL MAGAZINE 
Genuine stainless steel magazine custom re­
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GET THE 
COMPETITIVE EDGE! 
HANDGUN COMPETITION is the 
comprehensive sourcebook that 
covers all aspects of competitive 
pistol and -revolver shooting. Top­
ics inclu.de historical develop­
ment, shooting instruction and 
selection, care and maintenance 
of equipment. Also featured is a 
review of the rules and techniques 
governing each of the major 
types of competition : civilian, po­
l ice, or military. If you are a 
prizewinning shooter, or just want 
to be, then send for a copy of this 
book right away. Only $16.95 plus 
$1 .50 postage and handling . ............................................. 
HANDGUNNER BOOKS, DEPT. 68-H7 
591 Camino de la Reina, #200 
San Diego, CA 92108 
__ Please send me a copy of 
HANDGUN COMPETITION. 
Enclosed is $16.95 
plus $1 .50 postage and handling. 

Charge my credit card __ Visa / MC 
__ MasterCard Number ___ _ 

Exp. Date Initials __ _ 
NAME __________ ~ 

ADDRESS ________ _ 

CITY-----STATE _ ZIP __ 

California residents add 6% sales tax. 
Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 

BOZ c:usTOM GUNS 

Pin Guns, IPSC and Bullseye. 

Basic to full house conversions. 

For information, call or write : 
2933 East Bay Drive 
Largo, FL 33541 
813/531-7443 

High Standard Parts 
Parts and accessories for the now de­

funct High Standard Firearms company 
arc available from G. W. Elliott, Inc., 514 
Burnside Ave., East H a rtford , CT, 
06108, (203) 289-5741. These parts are 
available to dealers and owners of High 
Standard firearms. 

Also , gunsmithing for High Standard 
firearms is available from 40-year-veteran 
High Standard pistolsmith , Bob Sher, at 
381 Quinnipi ac , North Haven , CT , 
06473 , (203) 239-1012. 
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The rear of the slides are serrated at 30 lpi 
to reduce glare. 

Both Accu-Comps have full-length guide 
rods to hold the recoil spring in line and 
position it correctly each time the gun cycles. 
Both, of course, have the Wilson Shok-Buff 
as part of the recoil guide rod assembly. 

Both Accu-Comps feature barrels with 
cone-shaped sleeves to replace the bushing 
and serve as the lockup at the nose end of the 
pistol. Both are fitted precisely. 

Speaking of precise fitting, the slide to 
frame mating is nothing short of exceptional. 
Tight! 

As you can see, the Accu-Comps feature a 
myriad of options. For a price list of Wilson's 
various custom work send a SASE or, for a 
complete illustrated catalog, send $2.50 to 
Wilson's Gun Shop at the address given at the 
beginning of this report. 

FIELD STRIPPING THE ACCU-COMP 
To field strip the Accu-Comp, first lock the 

slide back. Then reach for the highly sophis­
ticated, specialized tool that comes with each 
Accu-Comp-a nipped-off piece of nail. 

There is a small hole in the recoil guide rod 
for the piece of nail. If you lose your bit of 
nail, a piece of a paper clip works just as well. 
I know, I lost my bit of nail. 

Insert the nail into the hole. Then release 
the slide stop, remove it, and tear down the 
pistol in the same manner as a standard 1911 
model. 

The nail serves to "capture" the recoil 
spring guide rod assembly. 

Reassemble in reverse. (If you don't know 
how to field strip 1911 model , read J.B. 
Wood's excellent manual, Firearms Assem­
bly/Disassembly available at any well­
stocked gun shop). 

THE LE COMPENSATOR 
The heart of a Wilson Accu-Comp is the 

compensator, and with his LE compensator, 
Bill Wilson has mastered the concept of the 
expansion chamber. 

Compensators fall into three categories -
expansion chambers, weighted barrel exten­
sions (Clark Pin Gun) and ported barrels 
(Mag-Na-Port or similar). 

For reducing muzzle flip and felt recoil in a 
.45 autoloader, the expansion chamber is by 
far the most efficient. An expansion chamber 
works by trapping escaping gases and chan­
neling them upwards through a port to thwart 
muzzle rise. 

The LE is a masterpiece of expansion 
chamber design because of the large chamber 
and the vast bearing surface of steel at the 
front of the compensator which directs gases 
back into the chamber. It is this frontal por­
tion of the compensator that makes the LE 
design stand head and shoulders above most 
other compensators. 

The bullet has only a .468 inch diameter 
hole through which it passes, a scant .016 
inch over bore diameter. Surrounding the 
opening for the bullet is a large bearing sur­
face of steel which acts as a baffle to redirect 
gases back into the expansion chamber. 

Obviously, the more gases that are forced 
back into the compensator, the more effective 

the compensator. The LE design achieves 
this objective in spades. 

How well does the LE compensator work? 
Very well. How much does it dampen felt 
recoil and muzzle flip? Tremendously. 

Perhaps I should be more specific. The 
difference between a Wilson Accu-Comp and 
a stock Government Model is the difference 
between Mama Cass and Bo Derek. Night 
and day. 

Even with reduced target loads in a stock 
Government Model and full-house loads in 
an Accu-Comp, the Accu-Comp still kicks 
noticeably less. Comparing apples with 
apples, hardball with hardball, the difference 
between either of the test Accu-Comps and a 
stock five-incher is astounding. 

It's the difference between light . 38 Special 
wadcutters and maximum . 357 Magnum 
loads . In other words, the Accu-Comps 
reduce muzzle flip one hell of a lot! 

How does the Accu-Comp duo compare 
with other comp guns? How effective is the 
LE compensator compared to other compen­
sators? Well, this is a touchy area because the 
conclusion must be highly subjective. In my 
opinion, the Accu-Comp is far more effective 
at dampening recoil and muzzle jump than 
any of the popular comp guns I have shot. It 
kicks much less than my Clark Pin Gun, and 
marginally less than my Plaxco (old model) . 

I have neither the space here nor the 
inclination to compare the Accu-Comps to 
each and every comp gun out there. I suppose 
I've shot about 15 or 20 different comp guns 
from different custom pistolsmiths. Out of all 
of those, I can only think of two that reduce 
recoil as effectively or more effectively than 
the Wilson Accu-Comps. 

FUNCTIONING AND RELIABLITITY 
Neither of the Wilson Accu-Comps 

functioned flawlessly. But they came as close 
to perfection as one can reasonably expect. 

To be precise, the Accu-Comps functioned 
99 .4 percent during the Southwest Pistol 
League tests (see accompanying story). This 
is based on eight reported malfunctions in 
approximately 1,375 rounds. 

No malfunctions occurred with a wide 
variety of factory ammo. Surprisingly, the 
Government Accu-Comp failed to digest six 
reloads which leads me to suspect the ammo 
was at fault , and not theAccu-Comp. 

Despite short, stubby, hollowpoint factory 
loads like the CCI Lawman 200 grainer, the 
Accu-Comps gleefully devoured all that was 
fed them. 

The Commander Accu-Comp failed to 
extract twice during the League test. In both 
jams, the extractor slipped past the case's 
extractor groove. 

Subsequent investigation revealed the 
hook on the extractor was a little on the 
shallow side and the tension had loosened 
during the exhaustive testing. I sent the slide 
back to Bill, and he replaced the extractor. 
Since then, the Commander has extracted 
magnificently. 

I lost track of the number of rounds I put 
through the Accu-Comps. I kept tabs on the 
number until about the 2,000-mark, and then 
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I forgot to record a range session. However, I 
can make an educated guess, based on my 
reloading records and notes at the range, that 
I put roughly 3,000 reloads through the two 
Accu-Comps. 

The Commander received about 60 per­
cent of the testing, and the Government the 
other 40 percent. I tried to be fair, but I was 
greatly impressed with the Commander. So 
let's say the Government took 1,200 reloads, 
and the Commander 1,800. 

I did, however, keep track of the number 
of malfunctions I experienced with my 
reloads. I cleared jams (all failures to go into 
battery) with the Government Model on 
seven occasions. With the Commander, I 
went through clearing drills five times, all of 
them failures to extract (prior to the new 
extractor). 

So, here we have a total of12jams in 3,000 
rounds which works out to 99. 6 percent rel ia­
biJ ity. This is based on the testing with 
reloads only. 

I also put factory ammo through the Accu­
Comps. With a diverse diet of factory fodder, 
the Accu-Comps performed perfectly, 100 
percent. 

The factory ammo included hard-to-digest 
hollowpoints, hardball and Federal Match 
230 grainers. In all, I fired 600 rounds of 
hardball and 400 rounds of various 
hollowpoints. 

So, let's take an average of the three func­
tioning/reliability figures we have available: 
99.4 percent in League tests; 99.6 percent in 
reload tests; and 100 percent in factory ammo 
tests. 

Verdict: the two Wilson Accu-Comps 
function flawlessly 99.66 percent of the time. 
That, friends, is as close to perfection as any 
honest test will reveal. 

ACCURACY, ACCURACY, 
ACCURACY 

When asked what the three most important 
aspects of journalism are, Joseph Pulitzer 
said , "Accuracy, accuracy, accuracy." The 
same may be said of a custom pistol. 

Let's take a look at how accurate the Accu­
Comps are. To avoid confusing you by jump­
ing back and forth, I discuss the Commander 
Accu-Comp first, and then the Government 
Ac cu-Comp. 

But first, a couple of general comments. 
The Government Accu-Comp with its longer 
barrel (five inches plus an inch of compen­
sator) is more accurate than the Commander 
Accu-Comp. Out of eight different brands of 
ammo used in the accuracy test, the Com­
mander out-shoots the Government with 
only two types of ammo. Even then it is close 
(see accompanying chart). 

All in all , both the Accu-Comps are 
extremely accurate. The Government shoots 
one-inch groups all day with the proper fod­
der. The Commander can't quite muster that 
same degree of accuracy, but it holds its own 
with inch-and-a-half groups. That ain't 
shabby for such a short barrel (four inches 
plus an inch of compensator). 

In keeping with the thrust of this test report 
to evaluate the Accu-Comps in terms of their 
raison d'etre, I do not deem it appropriate to 

include accuracy data on the various hollow­
point loadings used in the reliability testing. 
What for? No IPSC shooter fires factory 
hollowpoints in a match, and for good rea­
son - they can't make "major" (except the 
Silvertips from Winchester which are hot 
enough to make a factor of 175). 

Now for a closer look at the Commander 
after those preliminary words. 

Much to my surprise, the Commander 
displays a definite affinity for factory ammo 
over reloads. The tighest group from the 
Commander is a nice cluster measuring 11/2 

inches with Federal Match hardball, 230 
grainers. 

However, the Commander doesn't hate 
reloads. It groups my normal IPSC load into 
1 Y's inches, only 3/s of an inch larger than with 
that exceptional Federal Match ammo. 

Over to the Government Accu-Comp. 
If the test sample Government Accu-Comp 

is representative, then I can safely tell you 
that Accu-Comps deserve their name­
ACCU-rate. 

With both factory and reloaded ammo, the 
Government groups cling tightly together. 

The best group from the Government is 
one-inch with my IPSC reload. Bill's reload, 
of which he sent a sample, groups just 1/i6 of 
an inch larger. The 230 grain reload goes out 
to l5/i6 inches. 

All in all, you would be hard pressed to 
find a reload that doesn~ shoot well in this 
Accu-Comp. 

With factory ammo, accuracy falls off a bit 
except for Nevins hardball. The Nevins fod­
der goes into a 1 Vs inches group. 

The other factory ammo fired in the Gov­
ernment Accu-Comp does not deserve men­
tion except to note that again the Federal 
match is the prefered brand. 

No question about it, Joseph Pulitzer 
would approve of the Accu-Comps. They are 
accurate, accurate, accurate. 

IPSC-STYLE TESTING 
I have never, with any pistol, been able to 

double-tap accurately much beyond 10 yards. 
Oh sure, I can double-tap at 100 yards, but I 
won't hit anything. So I've always reserved 
the 'hammer' for under 10 yards for a reason­
able expectation of A-zone hits. 

That's all history now that I've shot an 
Accu-Comp. The incredible muzzle rise 
dampening effect of the Accu-Comp has 
extended the range of my double-taps to 15 
yards. And that's with A-zone hits. 

This alone, as all you IPSC shooters real­
ize, is worth the price of an Accu-Comp. 
With speed of shooting at a premium with the 
Comstock scoring system, the ability to save 
a precious second with a double-tap is 
priceless. 

The first series of double-taps I fired with 
the Government Accu-Comp at 10 yards were 
too close together. They were averaging 
about three inches apart, center of the A­
zone. Not a few were 'snake eyes.' 

So I moved back to 15 yards. The double­
taps then opened up to about six inches apart. 
Still in the A-zone of a Milpark. The groups 

· seemed to stay about six to eight inches apart 
at 17 yards, but opened up beyond the A-zone 
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at20yards. 
How 'bout that? The Accu-Comps add five, 

perhaps seven additional yards to my double­
taps. No other compensated .45 has demon­
strated this in my hands. 

I wanted to test the Accu-Comps for their 
all-around suitability for IPSC shooting. 
Most would have a problem devising a stan­
dard course of fire, and then shooting it for 
several years to obtain a reliable average. 
Fortunately, I've been shooting just such a 
standard drill for the past two years. 

Let's see how the Accu-Comps stack up 
against my average over the past two years. 
The course of fire is an exhaustive standard 
exercise invented by timer wizard Ronin 
Coleman of Dallas, Tex. The drill consists of 
125 rounds, and 625 possible points. It tests 
everything from weak-hand shooting to rapid 
reloading to going prone. 

Ronin, by the way, invented the PACT 
timer for IPSC competition. 

I used the PACT timer throughout the 
course of this test, and found it to be an 
excellent IPSC timer (PACT, Dept. AH, P.O. 
Box 35682 Dallas, TX, 75235). 

I also used the superb Pro Timer II during 
the testing (Competition Electronics, P.O. 
Box 239, Roscoe, IL, 61073) . 

Surprise, surprise! My score with the 
Commander Accu-Comp was 565 of a possi­
ble 625 . My two-year average is 545 estab­
lished with my two pet IPSC competition 
pistols with which I am thoroughly familiar. 

A week later, in another ·range session, I 
again fired Ronin's course of fire, but this 
time with the Government Accu-Comp. My 
score was 554, nine points over my two-year 
average. 

Co11ti11ued 0 11 page 74 
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We've blown away 
gun leather prices 

A. BILL 
JORDAN 

HOLSTER w/ 
thumb break. Plain or basket­
weave black . For guns in chart 
#1 with 4" barrel. Recessed 
snap. List $44.00. 

B. TOM THREEPERSON w/ 
thumb break. Plain or basket­
weave black. For guns in charts 
#1 , 2. List $25.35. $9.95 
C. OFF DUTY HOLSTER. 
Plain black only. Molded 
leather retai ning piece. For 
guns in chart #1. List $23.00. 
$8.95 

D D. OPEN CUFF 
CASE. Smooth 
black . Fits 2'/." 
belt. List $17.00. 
$3.95 

GUN MODEL CHART #1 
Fits S& W Mdls. 19, 10, 12, 15, all 
K frames, Rugger Speed Six, 
Police Service Six. 

GUN MODEL CHART #2 
Fits S& W Mdls. 29, 57, 58, 27, 

• Genuine Leather 
,__~ • Double Stitched 

• Custom Wet Molded 
For A Perfect Fit 

• Top Quality Hardware 
Cardat announces a price break­
through on Don Hume gun leather! 
Factory seconds with slight imper­

fections that don't mar looks or performance. Uncondl­
tlona/ly Guaranteed! Up to 87% OFF suggested list price! 
Hurry! Quantities are limited on some items! 

E 

I - I 
F 

E. AGENT 9. Smooth black 
leather. Fits most revo lvers 
and up to .45 automatics. All 
barrel lengths. Li st $14. 00. 
$6.00 
F. SAM BROWNE BELT. 
Available in smooth black. 
black patent leath er, brown 
basketweave and smooth 
brown. Li st $40.00. $15.00 

NEED MORE INFO? 
If you have a gun not 
lis ted or want a ho lster 
not shown , call for our 
current inventory and 
p rice lis t: 

1-817-878-1286 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 

G 

G. 12 LOOP 
CARTRIDGE 
HOLDER . 
. 38, .357, .44. 
Plain and 
basketweave black, brown, 
black patent. List $14.00. $3.95 
H. 6 LOOP CARTRIDGE 
HOLDER . . 38, .357, .44. Plain 
and basketweave black, patent 
leather. List $8.90. $2.95 

I. CAR­
TRIDGE 
CASE. PVC 
reinforced. List $18.00. $4.95 
J. CUFF CASE. Patent leather. 
Snap closure. List $19.00. 
$2.95 Velcro closure. $3.95 

H 

N 

K. BILL 
JORDAN 

HOLSTER. 
Formed metal 

in shank and loop 
for rigid contour. 

Plain , basketweave 
and patent leather 

black. For guns in charts #1 , 
2 & 4 with 4" barrel. List $41 .50. 

L. TOM THREEPERSON w/ 
strap. Plain and basketweave 
black. For guns in charts #1 , 2 
with 4" barrel. List $21 .00. 
$7.95 
M. HOLSTER w/strap. Plain 
black only. For guns in chart 
#1 . List $20.00. $5.00 

N. GAS BOMB 
HOLSTER. 1 W' dia­
meter, 7" long. Plain 
and basketweave 
black , brown patent 
leather. Snap flap 
fastener. "Pull-A­
Dot" snap-on cover. 
Sturdy 7-8 oz. cow­
hide. List $15.00. 
$1.95 

MAIL TO: HOW 
MAN Y 

STYLE GUN BARREL COLOR PRICE 
EACH 

TOTAL 
AMOUNT 

LEATHER COMPANY 

Cardat Leather 
Dept. AH785 
P.O. Box 2928 
Ft. Worth, TX 
76113 

A 
B 
c 
D 

CHART LENGTH CODE 

$14.95 
9.95 
8.95 

- 3.95 
28, 23, 20, 25, 22, all Large A Division of Tandy Leather Co. E 6.00 
Frame S& W's. 

GUN MODEL CHART #3 
Fits S&W Mdls. 36, (34, 43, 51 
kit guns) 30, 32, 33, Charter 
Arms-Undercover Pathfinder 
and Undercoverette. 

GUN MODEL CHART #4 
Fits Colt Python, Trooper, 
Officer Model Match, Official 
Police, Rugger Security Six­
Adj. Sight, Lawman MK. Ill. 

GUN MODEL CHART #5 
Fits Police Positive, .38, Cobra 
.38, Agent .38, Detective Special 
Charter Bull Dog. 

YES! Rush Me The Items Marked! 
Method of Payment: 0 Check D VISA 
O MasterCard 0 American Express 

Card # 
Interbank # _ ___ ___ Expires _ _ 

Name - ------------­

Address - ------------
City _______ State _ _ Zip __ 

To order co lo r and fi nish. write code number on order 
fo rm . Black-Bl , Brown-Br, Basketweave-01 , Patent 
Leather-02, Smooth-03. 

F 
G 
H 
I 
J 

K 
L 
M 
N 

-
-
-
-

-

15.00 
3. 95 
2. 95 
4. 95 

See ··J ·· 
Above 

14.95 
7.95 
5.00 
1.95 

Sub Total 
Shipping Charge $3.00 

T X Residents add 5% Tax --­
TOTAL 
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You'll r . 
H ece1ve th 

FR£;1dgunner Fir et all-fabric 
Wi -a $3.so vs Patch 

th each Paid alue-FREE 
subscription 

You'll be five steps ahead of the pack 
when it comes to getting the most pleasure 
from your handguns. 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER is the only magazine in 
the nation devoted exclusively to handguns, and 
designed for handgun enthusiasts like yourself. It 
covers all aspects of handgun activity with in­
depth test reports on exotic handguns, unique 
designs of famous pistolsmiths, conversion info 
from top competitors, and much more! Plus, in 
each issue, you have a chance to win a One-of-a­
Kind Customized Handgun with our Special Custom 
Gun Giveaway Contest. 

You 'll get full coverage of handgun competitions, 
and discover the equipment and techniques used 
by the winners. Plus, you will pick up valuable 
Reloading Tips that could save you the cost of 
your whole subscription. 

Each issue features exciting regular articles on: 

* HANDGUN HUNTING 
* SELF-DEFENSE HANDGUN NEWS 
* CUSTOMIZING HANDGUNS 
* PISTOLSMITHING 
* AIR GUN ACTMTIES 

,. * COMPETITIVE SHOOTING ---' PJllsj.-----
• 4Me1uc4 Ac-r1ojV-----
:oP.o. Box 1s~3~4s~~Gou""e11 Olfosi :_-0- - - - ;-
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I Cred t nctosed $ 00 Yearly for unds a .... 
I 1 Card -- Postage "'"'R'41tr. 
I 0 8Ac1v; Charge: 0 8111 me , . S'4TISF,ttc~E OF 
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WILSON ACCU-COMPS 
Continued from page 71 

All in all, the Accu-Comps fared well in 
this test of IPSC shooting skills against an 
established course of fire and average score. 
With both Accu-Comps I beat my two-year 
average. I doubt I can pick up too many new, 

74 

-STALWARTrM-
woooEN 

LOADING BLOCKS 

Sizes available for 25ACP through 577 Nitro 
4 or more for $3.25 each. We pay shipping 
Order by cartridge or write for size chart 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 

-STALWART CORPORATION­
Box 357 • Pocatello , ID 83204 

FANTASTlfSPACE-AG E 
ELECTRONICS 

LASER WEAPONS, INVISIBLE 
PAIN-FIELD GENERATORS , MORE . .. 

Survival writer discovers . . . secret 
sources for laser pistol s, li stening devices, 
ultrason ic pain field generat ors , paral yzing 
sel f-defense protectors, t rue l. R. see-in-the­
dark viewers , abso lute security systems, bug 
detectors , voice scrambl ers , mi cro- trans­
mitters , el ec tron ic track in g devi ces , ult ra­
soph isti cated detecti on and surveillance equip­
ment , poli ce broadcast unscramblers , many 
more too "hot" to prin t. Send $2.00 for giant 
catalogue (get $2 .00 credit ) To: 
UNIVERSAL ELECTRONICS, Dept. HG-78 , 
15015 Ventura Blvd ., Ste #1653 , Sherman Oaks 
CA 91403 ' 

strange pistols and do nearly as well. 
The Accu-Comps compensate for a myr­

iad of shooter errors. 

THE CRUCIBLE OF COMPETITION 
In my experience, all the practice and for­

mal range sessions mean nothing in evaluat­
ing a custom .45 auto destined for IPSC 
competition. Only in the arena of actual com­
petition do IPSC pistols show their stuff­
rather like the operators of those pistols. 

With this in mind , I competed in several 
IPSC matches with both of the Accu-Comps, 
to see how they fared in the heat of real 
competition 

The Accu-Comps didn't suddenly propel 
me into the winner's circle. Shooters win 
matches, not Accu-Comps. 

There you have it, short and sweet. The 
Accu-Comp both stood the pressure of the 
crucible of competition. Both performed 
with flying colors. There were no jams. 

CONCLUSION 
The sad day finally arrived when it was 

time to quit firing the Accu-Comps and start 
pounding the typewriter. I'd put about 4,000 
rounds through the two Accu-Comps, 
including 380 over the chronograph, and I 
enjoyed every last round. 

Bill sent me two Accu-Comps for testing, 
but he's only getting one back. I just can't part 
with that sweet-shooting Commander Accu­
Comp. 

Like the guy on the Norelco commercials, 
I like the product so much I'm buying it. 
Higher praise I cannot give to the ~ 
Wilson Accu-Comps. ~ 

lOmm BORE 
Continued from page SJ 

getting .38-40 rifle power out of a handgun. 
Rather than overstress the chambers of the 
Colt's SA, with its bottleneck shape, they 
designed a straight-wall case wildcat. Both 
men arrived at a version of this cartridge 
about 1924/25 . The case that they used was 
the old .401 Winchester Self-Loading, a 
semi-rimmed shell that functioned like a rim­
med revolver round in the single-action Colt. 
Ejection, of course, was with the manual rod 
on the gun. This case was trimmed to 1.270" 
from its rifle length ofl.50", and loaded with 
.401-diameter .38-40 soft- points, as well as 
cast bullets like the 170 thru 240-grain 
Lyman-Ideal series #40 and #41 molds, sized 
to .402/3. Feeding was no problem in the 
Colt's revolver, and loads of the day, such as 
18 grains of 2400 powder, with the 
Winchester 180-grain bullet, put the .401 
Eimer-Boser right up there with a mid-power 
.41 Magnum at approximately 1200 fps, ME 
600 ft .-lbs. plus. These men carried their 
.40ls as backups while guiding on hunts. 
Case-head diameter was .429" , not far from 
the final .41 Magnums. 

.401 HERTER MAGNUM: 1960 
In the early 1960s, heyday of the Herter 

outdoors mail-order catalog, this firm listed 
their own version of a .422-head .40-caliber 
round , for revolvers. It was evidently a 
.30-30 WCF case, with rim only slightly 
turned down. Overall length was 1.550, or 
approximately .45 Colt's chamber size. For a 
time, Herter's listed their version of a Sauer 
& Sons single-action in this cartridge load­
ing, but apparently very few of these were 
ever sold. Published handloads for the .401 
Herter were stout, also equivalent to .41 
Mag. This rather short-lived factory wildcat 
could be said to have been a little ahead of its 
time, and chambered in a lesser-known make 
of handgun. The magnum revolver shooters 
were already having a honeymoon with the 
.44, and the .41 was on the horizon. 

.40 G&A: 1972 
I undertook , initially as a personal 

research, to see if a current Browning High 
Power could be converted to some practical 
.40/lOmm round . A search of SAAMI spec 
sheets soon showed that the existing family of 
.420/ .422 casehead brass was about the only 
choice, given the dimensions of cartridge 
feed-cycle, frame sizes and breech faces. 

These were all rifle shells, with the excep­
tion of the 8mm Nambu which- for some 
reason - also shares the basic case diameter. 
The punching actually stems from the 
Winchester 1885 .38-55 family (which itself 
is a slight variation of the .38-50 Ballard of 
1876). The rimmed .422s are : .38-55 ; 
.32-40; .30-30; .25-35; .32 Special; .22 Sav­
age High-Power and the .219 Zipper. More 
useful for auto pistol research are the rim­
less Remington versions of 1906: .25 ; .30 
and .32. 

All of these cases can be processed into 
any of the .422 casehead straightwall rounds, 
from .40 G&A through to lOmm Norma 
Auto, by expanding, trimming to length and 
reaming the thick rifle brass to seat the bullet. 
In the case of the rimmed shells, a lathe tool 
must be used to turn down to rimless dimen­
sion and enlarge an extraction groove. 

Loads in a test fixture were very suc­
cessful: 5.5 grains of Unique gave 1050 fps, 
with the .38-40 jacketed softpoint bullet. Six 
grains of Unique broke 1100 fps, but showed 
signs of pressure in our improvised setup. 
Later, with the help of several people, includ­
ing Irv Stone ofBar-Sto Precision, a Brown­
ing High Power was in fact converted to 
.40/lOmm. At one time, Irv had the only .40-
caliber auto barrel broach and 9mm-cycle 
length chamber reamer in existence . 

Several other experimenters attempted 
conversions to the 9mm-cycle .40 Auto. I 
personally found that it was difficult to get 
perfect feeding along the original Browning 
ramp. More work was needed to increase the 
width of the ramp, and this resulted in reliev­
ing frames at the left side of the receiver. 
Then, more material could be added to the 
integral feed ramp of the High Power. This, 
of course, led to a need for asymmetrical feed 
lips and a radically re-shaped magazine fol­
lower. After publication, I found that others 
had better luck with unaltered ACP frames 
and .45 magazines. Ejector blocks were 
made from .38 Super units, as were extractor 
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hooks. The Super recoil springs worked 
well . 

.40 G&A BELTED CASE: 1975 
Not too long after designing the .40 9mm­

cycle straightwall cartridge in 1972, J went on 
to other things. It was with some surprise that 
I noted another G&A .40 development in 
1975. This round was based on the belted 
version of the .422 casehead, the .224 Weath­
erby Magnum. In my original search, I had 
turned up its dimensions, but set it aside as 
being unsuitable for tactical handguns, and 
too expensive for the average tinkerer to 
experiment with at home. 

Tests in a cutaway magazine, using a vari­
ety of follower shapes had convinced me that 
a belted shell would not feed with the neces­
sary reliability. Also, cycling through a semi­
auto action caused unacceptable battering of 
the belt's headspacing surface. This may be 
part of the reason that semi-rimmed rounds 
like .38 Super seem less accurate when spac­
ing on the rim, and immediately more accu­
rate when converted to mouth headspacing 
as in the Bar-Sto barrels. 

.40 MAX/SURVIVALIST: 1980 
In 1979, at the suggestion of a potential 
backer, I laid out a longer .45-cycle car­
tridge, based on the .422 belted brass. It was 
envisioned as a combination sporting and 
"survivalist" round . A handgun design was 
also laid out, combining elements of the 
frame of the Browning High Power, and top­
end features reminiscent of a pre-war Colt's 
National Match ACP. At the time, I conferred 
with Louis Seecarnp regarding a possible 
Browning DA conversion, but learned from 
him that he did not consider it practical. 

By early 1980, the tentative designs had 
been submitted to an arms manufacturer bet­
ter known for rifles than handguns. In the 
process of exploring potential product lines, I 
drew up a light rifle load based on a longer 
belted case, same .422 head size. We called it 
the .40 Survivalist. This was a sort of carbine 
load having the baseline power of the old .401 
Winchester Self Loading, but with improved 
ballistics from modern powders and spitzer 
bullets. 

Estimating base ballistics for these longer 
cases was much easier than working out the 
original short-case G&A round. There is suf­
ficient case capacity as well as other data to 
allow safe interpolations based on the Powley 
computations and calculators. I suspect that 
Norma referred to these useful public domain 
sources, too, in building the IOmrn. 

The reason for using a belted case instead 
of straightwall for the Survivalist lies in the 
fact that the round headspaces on its belt in 
this design. The rifle case could theoretically 
be fired until weakened and then trimmed 
again for pistol use. Again in theory, the case 
could be loaded moderately and trimmed 
successively until a useful charge could no 
longer be crimped into the abbreviated brass. 

CENTIMETER COMBAT: 1980 
The Max/Survivalist was never acted upon, 
as the firm in question changed its marketing 
orientations during the time the project was 
under consideration. 

Thereafter, taking into account everything 

I had learned about .40/10mrn cartridges, I 
laid out and built the Centimeter Combat (tm) 
trademarking the designation . Its concepts 
were assembled into a property for assign­
ment to a Research & Development limited 
partnership, set up to continue research into 
9mm-cycle .40/10s, and methods of convert­
ing firearms to use them . 

The Centimeter Combat (tm) is a straight­
wall round with case length between that of 
the old G&A .40 and the lOmrn Norma. 
George Nonte had kindly provided informa­
tion on European developments in truncated­
cone bullets, and this allowed me to fine-tune 
bullet-seating and other dimensions of the 
Centimeter round . 

Ballistically, it is a tactical round designed 
to deliver RSP of 50-plus from handguns in 
the 9mm category of weight and control­
loop dimensions. The availability of Norma 
.422 headweb cases plus both 200 and 165-
grain bullets allows assembly by simply trim­
ming to .869. Any of my earlier rifle-brass 
conversions will produce the same case with 
thicker walls. Like the original short .40, the 
Centimeter load should be worked up from 
five grains of Unique - very carefully. · 

Since all handloads, especially conver­
sions like this, are individual situations, the 
author and this magazine must disclaim any 
responsibility for loading these rounds. 
.41 AUTO WILDCATS AND CONVER­

SIONS: 1980 TO DATE 
As soon as I had made the first .40 Auto 
public, other auto pistol wildcatters turned 

up. Among the most interesting was a .45-
cycle conversions made by the late, great 
George Nonte . 

He ~ent me samples of his shortene-0 and 
turned-down .41 Magnum revolver cases. 
One was a true .41 , the other sized through a 
.38-40 die to make it a very efficient .40 
caliber round with a very slight taper. Its .433 
base diameter adapts it well to the .476 area 
of the .45 ACP breech face, but it is a tad too 
big to go into the 9mm cycle. Nevertheless, 
it's one of the more ballistically efficient ways 
to get flatter trajectory and better ballistic 
coefficient into the .45 frame without losing 
any punch. 

Several people have contacted me over the 
years about bottle- necked conversions of .45 
ACP brass to .40 or .41 bores. Of these, the 
best-developed that I have seen are the .41 
Avenger, by arms authority J . D. Jones, and a 
similar conversion worked out by noted 
experimenter Don "Doc" Thomas. J. D.'s can 
be had in kit form, with barrel, springs and 
dies. He can also supply reamers and trim­
mers for converting rifle brass. Any of sev­
eral .466/ .470-diameter casehead shells can 
be used , ranging from .45 ACP thru 
.308/.30-06 to .451 Detonics or .45 
Winchester Magnum. This writer recom­
mends using rifle brass, as the Colt pattern 
chamber is somewhat unsupported at the bot­
tom. Probably the simplest improvement on 
the .45 for sport, and reportedly gaining 
success in both silhouette ...... 
and IPSC matches. ~ 

TAKE A FRIEND ~ 
With a Pro Timer II as a friend , you will always have a partner 
to prac tice with . In order to compete in today's competition, 
a consistent , accurate method of timing your pract ice is a 
necessity. The Pro Timer II fill s this need by provid ing shot 
mode with review, stop pla te mode and par time mode. It is 
the "State of the Art" in electronic timers. 

Pro Timer II · an Official Timer for the 1984 IPSC Nationals, 
the 1984 Steel Challenge and the 1984 Canadian Nationals . 

TO ORDER: send $27~. 95 certified check or money order. 
Visa or Mastercard accepted . Add $4.00 for shipping and 
handling. Illinois residents add 6% sales tax. Contact your 
local dealer. 

.... Competition Electronics. inc. 

~"-~~~~~D_e~p~t.~A~H~·~P_. ~O~. B~o~x~2~3~9~, R~o~s~co~e~, ~IL~6~1~07~3~•~(8~1~5~)8~7~7~-3~32~2:....__~~~--J~ 
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ACCESSORIES 

IF YOU TAKE LIFE SERIOUSLY ... peruse our Procure­
ment Index featuring specialty equipment used by profes­
sionals worldwide. Concealment holsters, electronics, dis­
guised and unconventional weaponry from under $20.00 to 
over $2,000.00. The catalog is $3.00 from: A.S.P., Box 
18595/AH, Atlanta, GA 30326. 

FULL-AUTO RUGER 10-22, 1200 rpm, Guaranteed to 
work Mtrls. Incl. Complete in 1-hour. Simple and reliable, 
$10. Sweat, 612 E. LaPlata Street, Farmington, NM 87401. 

Zebrawood target handirrips (with thumbrest) for Ruger, 
Mark and AMT, Lightning autopistols-$16.95 pair - State 
whether for righthand or lefthand use: OMWhite, 24 
Scofield Heights, Poughkeepsie, NY 12603. 

GUNS RELOADING tools, gun cabinets, gun cases, every­
thing for the shooter at discount prices. Fast shipments, 
free catalog. Esman's, Pitcairn, PA 15140. Phone 
(412)243-7515. 

HAND GUN Caddys-All nylon molded, mounts under 
tables, desks, dressers, bed boards, on metal, etc. Hard­
ware included, $10. Check or Money Order. Specify Cal.: 
B.G. & R. Inc., P.O. Box 141021, Coral Gables, FL 33114. 

FREE BROCHURE! Large selection of professional quality 
T-shirts. Colt, UZI, Winchester, many morel Magnum Prod­
ucts, PO Box 131-K, Waterford, Virginia 22190. 

BOWLER'S OLYMPIC GRIPS. Custom made anatomical 
target gries in walnut. Individually carved to your hand 
print. Avatlable for over 40 pistols. Prices from $50. NEW! 
Anatomical grip for 45 auto using Clark, Aimpoint or NPC 
mount. We have moved to new lar11er premises due to 
world wide demand. Send for model hst and order form to: 
LESLIE BOWLER LTD., THE POST OFFICE LITTLE 
BYTHAM, GRANTHAM, LINCOLNSHIRE, NG33 4QJO. 
ENGLAND, "THE BEST OF BRITISH." 

Exotic Hardwoods -Over 50 species for the knifemaker & 
stockmaker. Briar, Blackwood, Bocote, Burls, Cocobolo, 
Ebonies, Ironwood, Rosewoods, Snakewood, Tulipwood, 
Ziricote. Gilmer Wood Co., 10426 N.W. Laidlaw, Portland, 
OR 97229. (503)292-4182. 

Stinger speed loader. Speed loads 1-15 rnd's of 22 in nylon 
66 rifles in three seconds. $4.00 two $7.00: American Side­
arms, St. Rt. 2-3255-B, Tehachapi, CA 93561. 

RUGER AUTO PISTOL LOADING AID. For Mark I & 
Mark II. Like it or money back on return. $1.79ea. post 
paid. Reedshop, Box 62, Wonewoc, Wis. 53968. 

TARGET STAND. Portable, solid steel construction. Sturdy 
setup, far superior for informal shooting. Folds flat for stor­
age. $15.00 prepaid. Absaroka, Box 3005A, Bozeman, MT 
59772. 

AMMUNITION 

EXCALIBER WAX PELLETS, for .38 spl., 9 mm Luger, 
. 380, .41 ma!!"., .44 mag., .45 L.C., .45 acp. Inexpensive prac­
tice approximately 1/1 velocity of factory ammo. No rico­
chetting, no reloading tools, no gun powder, uses shotgun 
primers only. 100 pellet sampler w /6 reusable cases $5.00. 
Special weapons catalogue $1.00. M & M ENTERPRISES, 
Box 64 AHG, Island Lake, IL 60042. 

BOOKS 

YOUR STATE'S FIREARMS LAWS, published City Ordi­
nances, pistol laws, concealed weapons laws. $2.00: Inter­
state, Box 19466-AHL, Houston, Texas 77224. 

LIFETIME PERSONAL FIREARMS RECORD BOOK. 
Record information on 250 firearms in case of theft or loss. 
$2.00: Interstate, Box 19466-AHR, Houston, Texas 77224. 

GUN LAW REFERENCE BOOKS. Interstate Transport. 
102 Questions-Answers-Firearms Laws. Federal Laws. All 
3 books $4.95: Interstate, Box 19466-AHP, Houston, Texas 
77224. 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, latest pistol carrying, purchasing, 
etc., regulations for all states and FEDERAL GUN LAWS. 
Both booklets $4.00. POLICE EQUIPMENT CATALOG 
$2.00. Schlesinger, Department E., P.O. Box 882, New York, 
NY 10150. 
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Classified ads $.75 per word per insertion. ($.60 per word-per insertion for 3 or more) in­
cluding name and address (20 word minimum). Minimum charge $15.00. Copy and rerun 
orders must be accompanied by PAYMENT IN ADVANCE. NO AGENCY DISCOUNTS. All 
ads must be received with advance payment no later than the 15th of each month. Ex­
ample: Closing for Sep/Oct 1985 issue (on sale August 15) is May 15th. Ads received 
after closing will appear in the following issue. Please type or print clearly. -PLEASE 
NOTE*** NO PROOFS WILL BE FURNISHED.- Include name, address, post office, zip 
code, city and state as counted words. Abbreviations count as one word each. Mail to 
AMERICAN HANDGUNNER MAGAZINE, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, 
California 92108. 

JN THE GRAVEST EXTREME by Massad Ayoob. How 
and when to use a gun, authoritatively written by an active 
duty policeman. For your copy, send $7.95 (includes post­
age) to: GUNS BOOKS/Dept. GE-H07, 591 Camino de la 
Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

NO SECOND PLACE WINNER By Bill Jordan. A fascinat­
ing book about gun fighting and the equipment to use, from 
loads to leather. $8.50 + $1 post. GUNS BOOKS/Dept. NS­
H07, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

SHOOT A HANDGUN reveals the expert's way to use 
your handguns safely, effectively and within the law. Learn 
how and where to shoot, firearms responsibility, what am­
munition to purchase, and more. Special chapter on defen­
sive pistol shooting, plus a glossary of handgun terms. Only 
$9.95 postpaid. GUNS BOOKS Dept. SH-H07, 591 Camino 
de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

1984 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER ANNUAL. Includes 
reports on New Handguns for 1984. Airgun Review, Self­
Defense Handgunning, 500 Best Places to Shoot Across the 
U.S. plus much morel Only $4.95 postpaid. HANDGUN­
NER ANNUAL, Dept. HGA, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 
200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

1984 REDHOOK OF USED GUN VALUES. Discover what 
your firearms are worth in the most reliable source book 
ever published. A comprehensive volume that covers rifles, 
handguns and shotguns, it contains more than 3500 listings. 
Only $4.95 postpaid. REDHOOK, Dept. RB, 591 Camino de 
la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

1985 GUNS ANNUAL AVAILABLE NOW! 25All new arti­
cles for the gun enthusiast on Rifles, Handguns, Shotguns 
and Armed Self-Defense Tactics. Plus highlights on Hol­
sters, Airguns and Black Poser. Only $4.95 postpaid. GUNS 
ANNUAL, Dept. GA-H07, PO Box 16025, San Diego, CA 
92116. 

FEDERAL GUN LAWS ..... $3.95. STATE GUN LAWS: 
your own STATE ..... $2.25. ALL FIFTY STATES ..... $4.95. 
FEDERAL REGULATIONS ON INTERSTATE TRANS-
PORTATION OF FIREARMS ..... $2.95. CONCEALED 
WEAPON PERMIT BOOKLET ..... $2.50. FEDERAL 
LICENSED FIREARMS COLLECTOR ..... $8.95. ALL of 
above $20.00. STEVE'S GUNS & SURVIVAL EQUIP­
MENT, P.O. BOX 780-AHC, MOCKSVILLE, NC 27028. 

OUT-OF-PRINT Books Found. Send Wants. LARGE CAT­
ALOGUE $1.00; Booklook, 51AC Maple Ave., Warwick, 
N.Y.10990. 

BE A GUN DEALER. FFL Kit $4.95; Gun Dealer's Bible 
$4.95; Gun Importer Kit: Be an FFL Gun Importer $4.95; 
Gun Dealer Record Books: Firearms, Ammo, Bill of Sale, 
Gunsmith, Blackpowder, bookkeeper $5.95; Personal Fire­
arms, Hunting Journal, Handloaders Record, Knife Col­
lector's Record: Steve's Guns & Survival Equipment, P.O. 
Box 780, Mocksville, N .C. 27028. 

NEW CATALOG from the publishers of the ACTION 
LIBRARY! The best new books on martial arts, weaponry, 
survival, revenge and morel Send $1.00 to: PALADIN 
PRESS, P.O. Box 1307-JAA, Boulder, CO 80306. 

SCREW 'EM! Revenge is sweet with GET EVEN: The com­
plete Book of Dirty Tricks. Stop being the victim and strike 
back. Hardcover, 190 pp., money-back guarantee. Send 
$15.95 ppd. to: PALADIN PRESS, P.O. Box 1307-JAH, 
Boulder, Colorado 80306. 

PERSONAL Firearms Record Book. A detailed Lifetime 
record of xour Firearms designed for collector's and 
shooter's ahke. A must for any Gun enthusiast ... $7.95, 2 for 
$15.00: STEVE GUNS & SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT, P.O. 
BOX 780-AHA, MOCKSVILLE, NC 27028. 

STATE GUN LAWS your own STATE $2.50. All fifty 
STATES $4.50, FEDERAL GUN LAWS $3.50; PER­
SONAL Firearms Record Book $6.95, All of ABOVE ..... 
$15.95: Military Specialties, P.O. Box 12819, Winston­
Salem, NC 27117-2819. 

How to build gun cabinets - was $7 .95, now $5.00 includes 
postage. Glassman, PO Box 92, Northvale, NJ 07647. 

FREE Wholesale Catalog. Guns, Scopes, Reloaders, Supplies. 
Alpine Range Supply, Rt. 7, Box 356, Ft. Worth, TX 76119. 

EXCITING BOOK - How to Find An Oriental Wifell Tells 
how to meet, marry Oriental lady of dreams. Details: $1.00: 
Stevens, Box 235A, Wellsville, New York 14895. 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 

LICENSED FIREARMS DEALER APPLICATION KIT. 
Most complete available. Free ID Card and Wall Certificate. 
$5.00: Interstate, Box 19466-AH, Houston, Texas 77224. 

BE A GUN DEALER, Official three year Federal Firearms 
License Kit, very complete ..... $4.95; GUN DEALER'S BIBLE 
. .. 60 subject ..... $4.95: GUN DEALER'S BOUND RECORD 
BOOKS the very best: Firearms ..... $7.95, Ammo .. ... $7.95. 
All of above $25.00. FREE CLASS Ill KIT with $25.00 
ORDER: STEVE'S GUN & SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT, P.O. 
BOX 780-AHB, Mocksville, NC 27028. 

GOLDEN GOOSE? NO, BUT THE WAY TO FINANCIAL 
FREEDOM, YES! SASE TO: GENESIS-B, 5351 Sunnyside 
Dr., Riverside, CA 92504. 

Wholesale catalog (Dealers only) Leather !foods, scabbards, 
holsters, wool Indian rugs, saddles, cowhides, sheepskins. 
Send business letterhead: El Paso Saddle blanket Company, 
5000 Alameda, El Paso, Texas 79905. 

$360 WEEKLY/UP, MAILING CIRCULARS! No Quotas. 
Sincerely Interested, Rush stamped envelope: Marketing 
International, Box 15967-AH7, San Diego, CA 92115. 

COLLECTORS 

Lead Soldier Molds - Free Brochures, catalog $1.00 (re­
fundable) soldier and Catalog $2.00: Coastal, Box 44-H, 
Cedar Grove, NJ 07009. 

EMBLEMS & INSIGNIA 

CUSTOM EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS-DECALS-PINS. 
Free catalog/Quotes. Highest Quality. Guaranteed Lowest 
Prices. Rush Sketch. STADRIAH, 61 Jane Street. N.Y.C. 
10014. (212)929-2293. 

TOP QUALITY ALL-FABRIC PATCHES FOR YOUR 
JACKET OR CAP! Guns Team Member Patch: $8.50, 
American Handgunner 1st Patch: $3.50, 25th Anniversary 
Guns Collectors Patch, $5.00. Special-all 8 patches only 
$11.00 postpaid. GUNS Patches, Dept. GP-H07, 591 Camino 
de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

Airborne Elite T-shirts and flags - Bold insignias of world 
Airborne units. Free Brochure. Battalion Supply Co., Box 
718H, Sykesville, MD 21784. 

CUSTOM EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS-Enameled Pins, 
Your Design, Low Minimum, Excellent Qualit,, Low 
Prices, Free Booklet. A.T. Patch Co., Dept. 93, Littleton, 
NH 03561. (603)444-3423. 

FIREWORKS 

Salutes and Cannon crackers home made. The Best! Simple 
easy method, my secrets revealed. Details; Browns Diversi· 
lied, Box 53, Fishers, Indiana 46038 . 

ROCKETS, COLORED SMOKE DYES for signalling, sur­
vival applications. M80 Salutes, Fireworks-you construct, 
Morel Catalog $1.00. NorStarr, Box 5585, Pocatello, Idaho 
83202. 

Fireworks!! Direct from the factory. Buy for less. Save 
Money. Catalog $1.00 refundable. Great Lakes Fireworks, 
P.O. Box 5324, Cleveland, OH 44101. 

Fireworks from China: Rockets from Japan. Yes we have 
aerial shells and display fireworks. All at very low prices. 
Send $1.00 for illustrated catalog to: China Importers, 
Wholesalers Inc., P.O. Box 347212, Parma, Ohio 44134. 

FIREWORKS - Fun, safe, Patriotic; top quality, lowest 
prices, illustrated catalogue $1.00; (refundable). Pyro-Sonic 
Devices, Box 711-AH5, Grand Haven, Ml 49417. 

FIREWORKS-An American Tr~dition . Safe, exciting, pa­
triotic. Lowest prices. Illustrated color catalol!" $1.00: 
SPARTAN FIREWORKS, Box 792(AH), Tiffin, Ohio 44883, 
or call 1-800-821-2483. 

FIREWORKS-FIRECRACKERS, ROCKETS, ROMAN 
CANDLES, MISSILES, BOTTLE ROCKETS, MUCH, 
MUCH MORE! Low prices. High quality. Quick delivery. 
Shipped year-round to all states. Illustrated catalog-$1.00. 
Eagle Fireworks, Dept. 5L, Box 800, Clackamas, OR 97015. 
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M80 SALUTES. The one and only super formula and 
material suppliers. $3.00. Americana, P.O. Box 528085, 
Chicago, Illinois 60652. 

FOR SALE 

ROLEX Watches for sale, new/used, trade-ins OK: Monthly 
list $5: Leo Hamel, 619-281-0125, Box 4263, San Diego, CA 
92104. 

NAZI MARCHES. Hour cassettes $6.50@ or nine for 
$40.00. Free list. Send SASE: NSDAPAO, Box 6414-AH, 
Lincoln, NE 68506. 

SMALL NAZI COLLECTION $150. Fox 12GA. double barrel 
shotgun $300. From estate Bronze collection - Indians, 
horses, dogs $150-up. 305-832-4083. 

CHESAPEAKE-Pups, Trail, Hunting stock. Stud service. 
Redlion Chesapeakes, Box 213, Vincentown, NJ 08088. (609) 
859-3570. 

BOWLING PIN TARGETS, Printed Actual Size, 250 for 
$15.00 plus $3.50 UPS; GRAPHIC DESIGN STUDIO, 292 
North Salem Rd. Ridgefield, CT 06877. 

QUNPARTS 

MOUNT wirings (Nazi WW2 ZF4 Scope/K43) $250 pp. 
Graa!f, PB. 8027, POSTERHOLT, NETHERLANDS. 

GUNS FOR SALE 

We will sell you any new handgun at 10% over our cost. 
Write today for free price quote(s). Send us a complete des· 
cription of the handgun(s) you are interested in purchasing 
and we will mail you a firm price quote along with ordering 
details. No catalogs or phone quotes please. We also pay 
cash for used handguns. Bullseye Arms, 701 N. 20th Street, 
Banning, California 92220. 

QUNSMITHING 

LATHES-MILLS-TOOLS-Unimat 3", Com~act 5", Compact 

~~{h~~':,'.~.j~J?~: ·E~c~Ma;i:ru~B.:l;~daS~erif:; ~eh;,~:~ 
:Z1s~i~~~~ksm~~~n~~ll.;t.~asc~~fo ins~oO.e'lt,~e clii~n~ 
Machinery and tools, Inc., P.O. Box ~6-N, Hurricane, W'v 
25526. WV call 1-562-3538. Outside WV 1-800-872-6500. 

PISTOL ACCURACY: tapered seat Colt auto compensator 
$80 installed complete. Brochure $1. Randall Thompson, 
654 Lela Place, Grand Junction, CO 81504. 

CUSTOM .45 GUNSMITHING, Police and combat competi­
tion modifications a specialty. For free price list send 
SASE. JIM HOAG, 8523 Canoga Ave., Suite "C", Canoga 
Park, CA 91304. 

•YOU CAN CONSTRUCT• The .22cal PEN GUN in your 
spare time at home to protect yourself and loved ones with 
only simple hand tools and hardware store materials. 
COPYRIGHTED instructions, GUARANTEED. Rush now 
$4.95: PLANS, Box 1650 (Y), Carolina, P.R. 00630. 

INSTRUCTION 

VIDEO TRAINING PROGRAMS - World champion John 
Shaw's new release "Combat Pistol Shootinf, $59.95 and 

~~II~rbd-! .. ¥~~t~It~m~t':.s~Wb;,re~!~-~~ui'..~ ~~r i/~m;!~ 
$59.95 (seen by over one million people); Other r.rograms 
priced at $39.95 include "Survival Equipment", 'Survival 
Weapons", "Remington 1100 Shotgun", "Remington 870 
Shotgun" , "Colt .45 Automatic", "M-16 Rifle", 
"Rappelling"; VHS or Beta; $2.00 shipping: Master Video 
Productions, Dept. AH, 7947 Carol Elaine Circle, Memphis, 
Tennessee 38134. 

FUNDAMENTALS OF COMBAT PISTOLCRAFT. N.P.l. 
is now accepting applications for the instruction of quali­
fied students in the basic practical skills of modern defen­
sive pistol craft. For information and applications, send 
$1.00 to: Northeast Pistol Institute, Dept, 714C, PO Box 
453, Union, NJ 07083. 

LEARN TO SHOOT THE WAY THE CHAMPIONS DO. 
"ON TARGET" By NATIONAL RECORD HOLDER 
MARK DUNCAN shows you step by step the secrets of 
HANDGUN ACCURACY. A simplified illustrated pocket 
guide covering all the basics. Results GUARANTEED. 
Send $4.95 plus $1.00 shipping to: Duncan Gun Shop Inc., 
414A 2nd Street, N. Wilkesboro, N.C. 28669, (919)667-6303. 

HANDLE YOUR OWN LEGAL AFFAIRS. Be a Paralegal. 
Accredited Attorney Instruction. Home Study. FREE CAT­
ALOG. Southern Career Institute, Drawer 75HG-2158, 
Boca Raton, FL 33427. (305)368-2522. 

LAW COURSES FOR THE LAYMAN, Send for free bro­
chure to: UNITED CONSUMER ADVISORY NEWS 
(U-CAN), 7722 Sunbonnet, Houston, Texas 77064. 

SPECIALIZING IN HANDS-ON TRAINING ... MTC trains 
GUNSMITHS and METAL ENGRAVERS. Valuable skills 
training in comprehensive courses ... more benchwork than 
bookwork ... experienced faculty .. .individual instruction ... 
low cost ... rural setting ... veterans welcomes. Write: Mont-
gomery Technical College, Drawer 487-L, Troy, NC 27371. 

KNIVES & SWORDS 

Custom Handmade Knives, reasonably priced. Also all type 
Knives and Historic weapons. Unbeatable prices. Color cat­
alogs $2.00. Delntinis, 107 Summit Ave., Staten Island, NY 
10306. 

Knife Collector's Record Book. Keep a Detailed record of 
all Data For each knife in your collection, plus place for 
photo. Great for insurance purposes. Each book 1s heavy­
duty constructed and Bound. MADE TO LAST ... $7.95. 
Steve's Guns & Survival Equipment, P.O. Box 780-KAH, 
Mocksville, NC 27028. 

30-40% OFF GERBER, BENCHMARK, KERSHAW 
KNIVES; LEUPOLD, REDFIELD Scopes, Muzzleloaders! 
Send $1.00 for Complete Catalog! KNIVES, Dept. AH, 52 
Edmund, Uniontown, PA 15401. 

WHOLESALE Cutlery - Famous brands including Buck, 
Schrade and Case. All types including Survival, Hunting, 
Fish Fillet and Kitchen Knives. Illustrated catalog $1.00: 
Sargent Cutlery, 1403AH Chisholm Road, Florence, Ala­
bama 35630. 

KNIVES, SURVIVAL, CONCEALABLE, HUNTERS, 
FOLDERS. MAGLITES, STUNGUNS, HANDCUFFS, 
30%-40% off list. ALL PRODUCTS GUARANTEED. $1.00 
for CATALOG: APS, 20993 Foothill Blvd. #232-HG, Hay­
ward, CA 94541. 

SPORT KNIFE FIGHTING COURSE, send for free bro­
chure. TAURUS SPORT KNIFE FIGHTING ASSN., 7749 
Buena Vista, Houston, Texas 77087. 

LEATHERCRAFT 

Bianchi Gun Leather 20% to 30% off retail. Pachmayr 
Grips and Mag-Lites at wholesale prices. The new Nova 
XR5000 Stun gun advertised elsewhere at $69.95, our price 
$55.00. Free shipP.ing, Visa/Mastercard accepted. For color 
catalog and details send $5.00 (refundable) to: L J & I En­
terprises Inc., 14800 Cicero, Oak Forest, IL 60452. 

MILITARIA 

MILITARY SURPLUS 

Brass Mil 45 ACP "WCC" $48pm. This Ole House, 706 W. 
Central, Commanche, TX 76442. (915)356-2441. Cert. Funds 
& FFL Shipped COD. 

Military Surplus, Chemical/biolo~ical warfare equipment, 
military clothing, equipment, decorations. Self addressed 
stamped envelope for catalog. JS Sales, Box 4253H, Lan­
caster, CA 935394-4253. 

G.l. SURPLUS, Hunting and Camping Equipment. 56 page 
catalog $2.00. Red Bank Army Navy, 12-E Monmouth 
Street,, Red Bank, NJ 07701. 

MILLIONS OF GOVERNMENT SURPLUS BARGAINS! 
Many 1 % original cost. Jeeps included! "Nationwide Gov­
ernment Buyer's Guide/Directory" - $2.00 (Guaranteed). 
Disposal, Box 19107-MX, Washington, DC 20036. 

IS IT TRUE YOU CAN BUY JEEPS FOR $44 THROUGH 
THE U.S. GOVERNMENT? GET THE FACTS TODAY! 
(312) 742-1142, EXT. 6279. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

NINJA CATALOG Ni~htsuits, handclaws, footspikes, cal­
throps, blowpens, shur1ken and reference materials for the 
Shadow Warrior. Send $1.00 to: Ninja Supply Systems, Box 
28222/AH, Atlanta, GA 30358. 

CHEWING-SMOKING 'lbbaccoll Do you Chew-Smoke? 
Free samples - Twist, Snuff, Pipe and Pouches - Prices. 
Guaranteed satisfaction: FREDCO'S, Dresden, Tennessee 
38225. 

SHORT-RUN CUSTOM BELT BUCKLES WITH YOUR 
LOGO MY SPECIALTY SOLID SANDCAST SILICON 
BRONZE ALL HAND FINISHED. BUCKLES BY MIKE, 
1225 MANZANITA, DEPT. AH, LOS ANGELES, CA 
90029. 

NAZI War souvenirs and daj.gers! Illustrated catalog $10, 
~g~12~ifsfdable). Disco, ox 331-H, Cedarburg, WI 

FREEi World's Leading Novelty Catalog. Things You 
Never Knew Existed. 1600 Novelties, Jokes, Tricks, 
~!!':::::;, ~h~So~:i'.bbies. Johnson-Smith, C-6522, Mt. 

MILITARY & MARTIAL ARTS-1.D. Cards & Certificates. 
Airborne, Special Forces, C.I.A., Police, etc. Brochure $1. 
Kenwood, Box 66, Dept. H, Long Green, MD 21092. 

PRIVACY SERVICES/PRODUCTS. Confidential mail re­
ceiving-forwarding service plus much more! Free details! 
Writel SMS-AH, Box 3179, Tempe, AZ 85281. 

GERMAN WW2 Uniforms, Headgear, Gorgets, Badges, 
Write (LETTERS ONLY!): Postfach 1244, 
5143-WASSENBERG, W-GERMANY. 

Beltbuckles, tietacs, pins. Catalogue $1.00 (Refunded). Belt­
buckle Ltd., Box 4170, Jackson, MS 39216. (6011353-9190. 
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FREE PRIVACY CATALOG. Low-profile techniques. Cash 
income opportunities. Asset protection. Secret loans. New 
Identity. EDEN PRESS, Box 841-HG, Fountain Valley, CA 
92728. 

REAL ESTATE 

SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA-FREE CATALOG! Blue Ridge 
Mountain land, farms, homes. Wetherbee Realty, Box 84-H, 
Woolwine, VA 24185. (703)930-2155. 

GOVERNMENT LAND ... FROM $7.50/ACRE! Homesites, 
farming, vacationin~, investment! "Land Buyer's Guide" 
plus nationwide listmg - $2.00. LANDS, Box 19107-MX, 
Washington, DC 20036. 

SURVIVAL 

Under Federal Law Remanufacturing a M-16 style SELEC­
TIVE FIRE Weapon from your AR-15 is legal. For FREE 
information, send a business size S.A.S.E. To: Gunsmith, 60 
HG, Valley Farms, AZ 85291. 

WANTED TO PURCHASE 

Inventions, Ideas, new products wanted for presentation to 
industry and exhibition at national innovation exposition. 
Call toll free 1-800-528-6050. Extension 831. 

HIGHEST CASH paid for old firecracker packs. Especially 
want Golliwog, Tank, Atlas. William Scales, 130 Fondham 
Circle, Pueblo, Colorado 81005. 

JEFF COOPER'S 
FIREWORKS: 
ESSAYS and FICTION 
An explosive book that will entertain you, 
provoke you, and above all , make you 
think. An anthology of the writings of Jeff 
Cooper, FIREWORKS is a blend of pistol­
craft , history, nostalgia, humor and in­
trigue. It includes observations on the tradi­
tion of violence in America, the creation of 
"Baby" his custom heavy rifle, terror~sm-, 
hunting on three continents, the proper 
mental conditioning for combat, and much 
more. If you enjoy technical firearms arti­
cles, travel and adventure writing , and 
short stories in the Hemingway vein , then 
send for your copy of FIREWORKS today. 
Illustrated with line drawings by one of 
America's foremost western artists, Fred 
Lucas. Quality hardcover edition , only 
$14.95 plus $1 .50 postage and handling. 

GUNS BOOKS• Dept. 44-HG7 • 591 Camino de la 
Reina• Ste. 200 •San Diego, CA 92108 
San Diego, CA 92108 
_ _ Send me a copy of Jeff Cooper's FIRE­
WORKS. Enclosed find $14.95 plus $1.50 post­
age and handling. 
_ Charge my Credit Card _ Visa _ MC 
Number ______________ _ 

Exp. Date Initials _____ _ 
NAME 
ADDRESS ___________ _ 
CITY STATE ___ ZIP _ _ _ 

California residents, add 6% sales tax. Allow 4-6 weeks 
for delivery. 
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INDUSTRY INSIDER 
JERRY RAKUSAN 

SMITH ANNOUNCES ITS FIRST .45 AUTO; 
HI-POWER AVAILABLE IN DOUBLE-ACTION 

The first American-made .45 caliber 
double-action auto pistol is finally on 

its way. Smith & Wesson announced that 
the Model 645 is expected to be available 
in mid-1985 . 

The lineage of this model began in 1962 
when company designers took a Model 52 
target auto , split the slide and frame 
lengthwise, fitted spacers and welded it 
back together. The resultant single-action 
.45 was fired successfully at Camp Perry 
in 1962, but the .45 project went no farth­
er at the time because S&W management 
didn 't want a gun in the line that Colt 

Speaking of a double-action autos , 
Browning expects to have their first ship­
ment of double-action Hi-Power 9mms in 
from Belgium some time in July. No offi­
cial word yet on whether this will be the 
last year of production for the single ac­
tion Hi-Power, but since much of the 
military seems to be going the double­
action route , this may be true . 

Whatever the case with the single­
action , the current Browning catalog 
shows the single-action available in two 
variations; the polished blue model with 
either fixed or adjustable sights; and the 
" new" single action with a matte blue 
finish. 

made famous . 
In 1974, S&W drew up long range 

plans for a .45 double-action auto to com­
plement their line of 9mm autos. In re­
cent years Tom Campbell , a product 
engineer for S&W, has been using a pro­
totype Model 645 in matches throughout 
the country. 

Now that Smith & Wesson is commit­
ted to handguns only, look for a stainless 
version of the Model 24, a Model 469 
compact in stainless , and the Bodyguard 
in the no-rust metal. 

* * 

It appears that the problems Dornaus 
and Dixon have had with the magazines 
for the Bren Ten auto pistol are solved, 
and , according to Michael Dixon , guns 
are being shipped weekly. In the mean­
time, we have been getting many com­
plaints from people who have been wait­
ing a long time for their pistols . If the 
potentials of this pistol and its unique 
cartridge live up to their expectations , 
perhaps the wait will be worthwhile­
we' ll know that only whi::n a significant 
number of the guns reach the shooters . 

Almost every new auto pistol seems to 
have magazine problems before its intro­
duction. It is strange that we can produce 
intricate auto pistol mechanisms, but not 
simple sheet metal holders for the 
cartridges. 

* * * 
In an upcoming movie, Charles Bron­

son's Death Wish III, a new gun will pre­
mier. According to our sources, this will 
be the second generation Wildey auto , all 
fancied up in a presentation case. Word 
from Hollywood, too , on the new Sylves­
ter Stallone movie , Rambo: First Blood 
Part II . In this movie Stallone will have a 
variety of machine guns plus a Sig-Sauer 
P-226. Could it be that the producers 
were banking on the P-226 getting the 
U .S. military nod? 

* * * 
Speaking of the military pistol (mid­

March) , at this writing it is our under­
standing that the contract with Beretta is 
still not signed, pending the outcome of 
actions taken by two manufacturers who 
are trying to reverse the military decision. 

Beretta is just about ready to release 
the Model 92-SBF to the civilian market, 
and it 's interesting to see that pistolsmiths 
are not about to let the gun alone ; many 
are already getting on the .._. 
" let's make it better" bandwagon. ~ 

CORRECTION 
Two identical photographs of Angelo 
Spagnoli's custom .45 ACP appeared in 
the May/June issue in the Pin Busters 
and IPSC Nationals stories . The captions 
read that Bruce Gray did the custom 
work . This is an error. Jim Boland, (818) 
893-8972, did the custom work . Also , 
Angelo shot a Gray custom .38 Super in 
the IPSC Nationals, not the Boland gun 
as indicated in the caption. The editor 
regrets the error. 
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Safari-laminate Process. 
Developed for a unique 
reason. lbu. 

TM 

Safari-Laminate™ virtually eliminates all the 
known problems you've encountered with holsters 
and leather accessories made 
from traditional 
methodology. 
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