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Proudly Presenting The 

WORLD WAR II CODHIORATIVE II GABAID 
A firing, limited edition of only 2500, selectively plated with 24-karat gold, 

honoring all Americans who served in World War II. 

'~ .. the finest 
shoulder rifle 
in the world." 

The World War II Commemorative Ml 
Garand is alive with the spirit of Americans 
who fought to defend our freedoms in the 

world's biggest war. From the Battle of the Bulge 
to Okinawa, from the landing beaches at Salerno 
to the jungles of Guadalcanal, the Ml Garand was 
"the Gl's best friend!' It was America's main battle 
rifle; it is the rifleman's rifle of all time. 

Now, in the 40th anniversary year of some of 
the major battles of World War Il, The American 
Historical Foundation and Springfield Armory, Inc., 
are proud to honor these Americans through the 
issuance of a special, firing, limited edition Ml 
Garand. 

Presentation Grade 
For the first time in history, a spectacular pre

sentation grade has been created for this limited 
edition: 
• The deluxe, select walnut stocks shine with a beau

tiful hand-rubbed and hand-polished finish. 
• 24-karat gold plating gleams across the front sight, 

trigger, safety, rear sight base, windage knob, eleva
tion knob, stacking swivel and screw, and front 
and rear sling swivels and screws. 

• The Great Seal of the United States and com
memorative inscriptions are etched and gold-gilt 
infilled across the mirror polished and deeply 
blued operating rod .. 

• The barrel, receiver group and major stock mounts 
are mirror polished and blued to a rich gloss
black finish. 

•A black, fired-enamel and gold-plated cloisonne 
medallion inset in the stock further denotes this 
as a custom presentation piece. 

•The special serial numbers {WWOOOl to WW2500) 
and four gold stars are roll engraved and gold-gilt 
infilled across the receiver. 

•The Certificate of Authenticity, individually im
printed with the rifle's limited edition serial num -
ber, attests to the strict edition limit. 

•The GI-pattern sling is deluxe leather, and two, 
eight-round enbloc clips and a GI Field Manual 
are provided. 
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Not Just A Showpiece 
This is a firing, military rifle - every bit as 

powerful, rugged and accurate as the ones we Amer
icans fought with 40 years ago. Most of the com
ponents are select, unused, original G.I. parts. It 
fires the famous .30-06 ammunition, which is well 
known to all Gls. Anyone who can own a standard 
hunting rifle can reserve the World War II Com
memorative Ml Garand. Because it's functional, it 
could be called upon to defend your home or country. 

It is also a symbol of America's strength in 
combat, which you will be proud to own and dis
play. Ml Garands served all branches of our armed 
forces. More battle honors and military awards of 
valor were won with the Ml Garand than any other 
rifle in American history. You will own the weapon 
that the U.S. Army Ordnance Board called " ... the 
finest shoulder rifle in the world." 

When you shoulder this special Ml Garand 
and put it through the manual of arms, it may bring 
back memories of combat or allow you to sense 
what a friend or family member experienced in 
World War II 40 years ago. You will be proud to 
pass it along to future generations as a symbol of 
your personal patriotic interest and possibly of your 
own military service. 

First Ever 
· As the first commemorative Ml Garand in 

history, this is in the "first ever" class of distinction. 
This category has seen many significant, well
documented price rises. From the standpoint of 
future investment value, only 2500 of these will be 
made - making each one extremely rare. 

Free Brass Name Plaque 
You will also receive a free, thick, solid brass 

plaque, engraved with your name and other in
formation requested at no additional charge. This 
may be mounted on the front handguard to further 
personalize the rifle to you or a family member 
and make it particularly meaningful for future 
generations. 

The optional solid walnut display cabinet is 
easily wall-mounted, or it may be displayed flat 
or upright on a mantel, table or sheH. The acrylic 
glass lid, with solid brass hinges and three solid 
brass locks, protects the rifle from dust and un-

authorized handling. 

How To Reserve; Satisfaction Guaranteed 
You may place your reservation with a small 

deposit, and credit cards are accepted. You may 
call (a 24-hour toll free number is available), use 
the reservation form below or personally visit our 
headquarters. Satisfaction is fully guaranteed, or you 
may return for full refund anytime within one 
month. This is available exclusively through The 
American Historical Foundation. 

If you do not have a Federal 01 firearms license, 
we will coordinate delivery with you through your 
local firearms dealer, after your reservation is re
ceived here. If you have a license, send a signed 
copy, and the World War II Commemorative Ml 
Garand will be delivered directly to you. 

Prompt action is suggested if you wish to be 
one of the only 2500 people in the world who can 
be proud owners of this first-of-its-kind in the field 
of firearms collecting which honors the Americans 
of World War II. 

r--------------------------------
RESERVATION 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return in 30 Days. 
To: The American Historical Foundation 

1022 West Franklin Street, Dept. AHG 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 
Telephone (804) 353-1812 
24-hour toU free reservations: (800) 368-8080 

Yes, I wish to reserve the World War II Commemora
tive Ml Garand, selectively plated with 24-karat 
gold, with special roll engraving, etched inscriptions 
and hand rubbed, deluxe-finished stocks. Only 2500 
will be made. I will also receive a Certificate of Au
thenticity, membership in The American Historical 
Foundation and information concerning the history, 
care, display and firing of this Ml Garand. Satisfac
tion guaranteed. 
D My deposit (or credit card authorization) for $95 

is enclosed. I wish to pay (or have charged to my 
credit card) the balance due . . . 

D in five payments of $320 each. 
D in full. 

D My payment in full (or credit card authorization) 
for $1695 is enclosed. 

D Also please send the optional, furniture-finished 
solid walnut display cabinet. Please add $225 to 
the final charge of the method of payment I have 
selected above. 

Name .... . ..... ........ . • . .•..... • .... 

Address ........... . . . .•. ..... . .. .. .. . .. 

For Visa, MasterCard or American Express, please send 
account number, expiration date and signature. Virginia 
residents add sales tax. 
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VERY SPECIAL HANDGUNS TE 
YOU ABOUT T.HEMSELVES 



A COMPLETELY UP-DATED 
SUPPLEMENT TO YOUR 

2ND EDITION RELOADING MANUAL 
Sierra Bullets' familiar green and black 
2nd Edition Manual , copyrighted 1978 , 
is being greatly expanded to bring it up
to-date and broa den its usefuln ess. 
We're adding more than 450 pages of 
exterior ba ll istics tabl es and loading data 
on more than 32 new bull ets that Sierra 
has introduced since 1978 . The entire 
Supplement packaye includes a second 
bind er and instructions for converting 
your present Manual to two vo lum es 
one for Rifl e, on e for Handgun . Th e 
combin ed Manual contains ov er 1100 
pages of the most comprehensive re
loading materia l ever as se mbl ed ... it be
comes your complete bal listic reference 
book . It's a mu st for every relo ader ! 
Available January 1, 1985. 

SPECIAL OFFER! 
If your order is postmarked before Jan.1, 
1985, you r price is only $13 .95 . After 
Jan . 1, 1985, the price is $16.50. 

Sierra 
the Bulletsm iths'M 

An A merican Manufacturer 
10532 S Painter Ave .. Santa Fe Springs . CA 90670 

Call Toll Free 800-223-8799 
r--------------------, 

Sierra Bullets, Dept. AHG-1 

6 

10532 S Painter Ave .. Santa Fe Spr ing~ CA 90670 
Enclosed is my check. money order or credit card 
number for my new Reloading Manual Supplement @ 
S each. incl. shipping . California 
residents add 6112% Sales Tax . Please prin t: 

Name - - - - ------- - -

Address - ---- --- - ---

City _ _ _ __ state Zip __ _ 

VISA · MASTERCARD OTHER 

Credit Card # - - -- Exp . Date - ---

Signature - - - ------ ---

0 Send 2nd Edition Manua l with Suppleme nt and 
send a fre e Sierra ca p. Total pri ce if th is orde r is 
postmarked before Jan . 1, 1985 is $29.95. After Jan . 
1. 1985 . total price is S32.50. California residents add 
6V2% Sales Tax . 

PIST01SMITHING 
JOHN G. LAWSON 

CHIT CHAT IN THE OLE GUN SHOP 
CENTERS AROUND AUTOLOADERS 

The hand-lettered sign above the coffee 
urn fluttered in a gentle summer breeze 

that had found its way through a partially 
open window. "Did you hear about the 
illegitimate .45 that we took in fo r repairs?" 
the note read; "It had a snick and a clack, but 
no pop! 

It was 5:30 PM . For the first time in seven 
hours the old pistolsmith's shop was com
pletely silent; everyone had said what he had 
come to say. The lack of dialog was making 
everyone uncomfortable, but the only sound 
was an occasional glug of hard core coffee 
from the overworked and underpaid urn . 
Finally a visiting mechanical engineer from 
Seattle broke the deadlock. 

"I can't understand why there are so many 
kinds of recoil systems and so many different 
weights of recoil springs available for auto
loading pistols." Suddenly, everybody was 
talking at once. 

"Pistol s," the old gunsmith answered , 
"come from the factory with recoil springs 
balanced for commercial hardball loads. If a 
shooter handloads his ammo to reduced lev
els, uses lighter bullets or increases the load
ing density to accepted combat levels, he may 
experience malfunctions in extraction, ejec
tion or feed that can only be overcome by 
exchanging the factory recoil spring fo r one 
that restores the gun to a reliable, functioning 
piece." 

':A. heavier spring feeds most shapes of 
bullet reliably by forcing them up the ramp 
and into battery," the engineer volunteered. 

"That's the danger!" the gunsmith replied. 
"Even with a hard taper crimp, most bullets 
will recede to some degree if they are 
slammed against a feed ramp with too steep 
an angle by a more powerful spring." 

"Well , then, the fault seems to lie with the 
angle of the ramp and not with spring tension 
at all." 

"Not altogether true. Sometimes the heav
ier spring solves difficult feed problems like 
those you encounter in a frame that locks the 
magazine in a slightly low position. On the 
other hand , the heavier springs often cause 
primer dimpling o r, in ex treme cases, 
machine gunning." 

''.A..nother problem can be .reduced case 
capacity due to bullet setback during feed that 
could result in increased or dangerous pres
sure levels." 

"Well , I see that you have extra tension 
firing pin springs, hammer springs, sear 
springs, plunger springs and magaz ine 
springs in your display case. Don't these 
compensate for the use of heavier recoil 
springs?" 

"Yes," one of the crowd chimed in , "but 
then every time you ·change your load , you 
will have to detail strip your pistol and re
install a different set of springs!" 

"Or, keep it as a single load level weapon." 
Several men murmured agreement. 

''I'm willing to lose some versatility to 
insure a reliable combat pistol, but just what 
is available and how do I go about deciding 
which parts to use?" the engineer sounded 
puzzled. 

"You should give your pistolsmith a few 
dummy rounds and enough loaded rounds fo r 
a function test. He is the best judge of feed 
ramp angle for a given combination. You lose 
some support at the rear of the chamber when 
the angle is lessened, so this has to be held to 
an absolute minimum , or avoided if at all 
possible. Commander recoil springs come in 
20 , 22 , 24, and 26 and 30 pounds. Govern
ment Model springs come in 18'h, 20, 22. 24, 
26 and 30 pounds. Hi Power springs are 
available in 20 and 22 pound levels and 
Model 39/59 spr ings in 18 , 20 , and 22 
pounds." 

"What about recoil buffers?" 
"Well , the old spring plunger style "buff

ers" are actually at their best with very light 
loads, because they give the slide an initial 
extra forward thrust from the full recoil posi
tion that helps feed rounds being pushed by a 
light spring. My tests have shown that they 
don't do much to help curb recoil from heavy 
loads." 

"What prevents frame damage from heavy 
combat loads?" 

"The heavier springs, the neoprene, rub
ber or polymer buffe r washers and the rod 
style spririg guides that protrude through a 
hole in the spring plug." 

"What about the long rod guide systems? 
Are they really useful , or are they just a 
gimmick?" Harry asked. 
"They have some definite uses. They add a bit 
of friction to slightly retard functioning .. . 
so slight , however, it would take electronic 
instruments to measure the diffe rence. The 
best feature of one kind is the double or triple 
springs on the rod with a built in polymer 
buffer. This kind of recoil system, and to a 
certain extent the single spring types, will 
tighten a loose slide into uniform battery 
position and will often be the only way to 
keep the frame from scraping all of the blue
ing off the slide where it recedes into the 
frame during recoil. Some people even claim 
that it keeps the recoil spring from humping 
and scraping the barrel bottom and keeps a 
spring from kinking, but I've very seldom 
seen a kinked or badly worn spring that is due 
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to that, when the shooter was really pinned 
down. I've seen quite a few damaged by 
improper handling and accidents. The little· 
pre-war Colt pocket pistol will kink a recoil 
spring if the slide is re-assembled too slowly 
to the frame. Sometimes the spring will bow 
or kink right out th rough the ejection port! " 

"What about muzzle brakes and all of that 
genre of appended anti-recoil devices?" 

"Yeah , do they really work?" 
''.A ll of them that I've tested work to some 

degree. When I mounted the pistols on a 
Ransom Rest, I rigged a ruler and traveling 
cursor to record the height of recoil . One that 
I was impressed with because it took the 
sharp jolt out of recoil proved to be badly 
misaligned with the line of the bore. The 
bullet was scraping the top of the tube and 
actually giving the pistol a forward momen
tum to counter some recoil. You can draw 
your own conclusions about accuracy. Some 
others rely on porting or spring loaded parts 
or strange shapes of chambers that harken 
back to primitive si lencer designs. They all 
work to some degree." 

"Isn't the principal advantage the addition 
of a bit of weight forward?" 

"It seems to be in the non-ported types. 
There is a definite down thrust with some 
ported devices, though." 

"Hoo-wee!" Harry motioned frantically 
toward the door of the shop. A kind of thick 
silence fell over the group around the coffee 
urn as every eye watched the door open and a 
well proportioned young lady entered , then 
walked to the counter where the gunsmiths 
were standing. She produced a well worn 
Model 10 2" from her purse and asked : 
"Could one of you check my headspace?" 

Harry inhaled his mouthful of coffee and 
went into a coughing spasm that, happily, 
cove red th e spo nta neous ex plos ion of 
snickers and titters that escaped despite hard 
bitten tongues. 

"Well ," said Harry, "I gotta go." 
"Uh-huh ," the engineer replied. "I think 

your Mama is 
calling you." 

......................•.••..••... 
DREADNAUGHT 

357 / 44 B & D 
Conversion of S&W 27-28 

Ruger 357-9MM 
T.C. Contender 

BAIN & DAVIS 
307 E. Valley Blvd . San Gabriel. CA 91776 

. 
•. . . 
. . .............••..•.•••......••.. 

/"GUNSITE 

5DAV 
DEFENSIVE 
COURSE 

CALL NOW! 

CLASSES 
NOW 

FORMING! 

Armed • Unarmed 
& Defensive Driving 

Co ll o r writ e for m o re inf o rmat ion. 

Gunsite, Inc. 
INDOOR SHOOTING RANG E 

2458 Bos ton Post Rd .. Guilford . CT 06437 
(203) 453-1570 

22 AUTO 
NINE .22 LR High Velocity 

The perfect Back-up 
for Law Enforcement 
and Sportsmen 
Fea tu res include . 
• Full y machined 

AC T UAL SIZE 

• 6 groove rif li ng 
• Pus hbutton safety 
• Superb ba lance & po inting 

~f---9--~ Marketing Corp. 
• 10 oz. loaded 
• 9 shots (8 in magazi ne. 

1 in cham ber) 
• Interna l ha mmer (NEW DESIGN ) 

Like this fast draw, breakout spring te 
shoulder holster for S&W and other han 
With offset belt strap to keep holster snu 
stable for maximum concealability. Model 4 
silicone suede lined, Model 43 unlined . Made 
S&W's own leather factory and available from 

' your favorite dealer. 

12521 Oxnard Street Dept. B 
North Hollywood , CA 91606 
(818) 985-6039 
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You'll be five steps ahead of the pack 
when it comes to getting the most pleasure 
from your handguns. 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER is the only magazine in 
the natio'n devoted exclusively to handguns, and 
designed for handgun enthusiasts like yourself. It 
covers all aspects of handgun activity with in
depth test reports on exotic handguns, unique 
designs of famous pistolsmiths, conversion info 
from top competitors, and much more! Plus, in 
each issue, you have a chance to win a One-of-a
Kind Customized Handgun with our Special Custom 
Gun Giveaway Contest. 

You'll get full coverage of handgun competitions, · 
and discover the equipment and techniques used 
by the winners. Plus, you will pick up valuable 
Reloading Tips that could save you the cost of 
your whole subscription. 

Each issue features exciting regular articles on: 

* HANDGUN HUNTING 
* SELF-DEFENSE HANDGUN NEWS 
* CUSTOMIZING HANDGUNS 
* PISTOLSMITHING 
* AIR GUN ACTIVITIES 
* COMPETITIVE SHOOTING 



DO COPS NEED 
IPSC TRAINING? 
A category to make street guns competitive could 
make IPSC shooting the best bet for departmental 
law enforcement training. 

By Evan Marshall 

F ifteen years ago when I qualified prior to 
graduation from the police academy, it 

was accomplished on the traditional bullseye 
targets. While this is no longer the case in my 
department, law enforcement firearms train
ing is generally found to be behind the state of 
the art. 

I recently attended the annual meeting of 
the International Association Of Law 
Enforcement Firearms Instructors, where 
one of the speakers was Bill Vanderpool of 
the FBI's Firearms Training Unit. He showed 
a video tape of their adoption of the Weaver 
stance as part of their program. The general 
reaction among the firearms instructors pre
sent was not agreement or disagreement with 
this policy, but " What the Hell is the Weaver 
Stance?" If sizable percentages of those indi-

viduals responsible for law enforcement fire
arms training are not aware of this stance, it's 
not surprising that law enforcement weapons 
training is in such a bad state. 

Part of the problem, of course, is that the 
people responsible for police weapons train
ing are often chosen for the wrong reason . 
These jobs are often given to friends, rela
tives, or even to officers who can't get along 
anywhere else. Even worse, police ranges 
are often run for the convenience of the range 
crew, not to provide training. Tragically, 
range crews frequently become inflexible 
bureaucracies that refuse to adapt to more 
realistic techniques. The result , of course, is 
the "qualification" of officers who genuinely 
believe that they are now capable of surviv
ing a shootout. 

There are basically two formalized styles 
of shooting competition that are advocated as 
practical for law enforcement personnel. The 
first is the PPC. Introduced by the FBI prior 
to World War II , it was a radical departure 
from the norm. Unfortunately, while it was a 
move in the right direction , it is sadly lacking 
in practicality. The faults of the PPC are well 
known, and include: time limits on the vari
ous stages that are too long; all targets are 
directly in front of the competitor at known, 
fixed distances; only single targets are 
engaged; loads and weapons bear little 
resemblance to those carried on the street; 
many of the positions (sitting, prone, bar
ricade) are generally impractical on the 
street, and equipment used is rarely relevant 

Continued 011 page 67 

IPSC shares with PPC reluctance to require use of proper cover. 
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LIVING PROOF 
You know that quality and value are 

the result of wisdom and experience. 
Now the accumulated wisdom of three 
generations of family tradition is pass
ed along to you in articles, photo
graphs and stories that every hand
loader - from beginner to seasoned 
veteran -will find valuable. 

Handloading takes special care and 
respect for what you're doing. T h at's 
why everything you need to know 
about loa d ing amm un ition is 
presented in Hodgdon Powder 
Data Manual No. 24. The format 
makes for easy reading and the infor
mation is technically perfect. 

The living proof of the Hodgdon 
Compan y's commitment to quality is 
our customers themselves. Pick up a 
copy of Hodgdon's Data Manual No. 
24 and prove it for yourself. 

Available from your favorite fire
arms dealer. 

----------
I '. Send me copies of Hodgdon's 

Powder Data Manual No. 24 @ 12.50 each. 
Name __________ _ 

Address 

City _ ___ State _ _ Zip __ _ 

1 BDDDDDff PDIDBR CD. 
I 6231 Robinson . Shawnee M1ss1on. Kansas 66 202 I _ ___ _______ I 
10 

HANDGUN HUNTING 
J. D.JONES 

AFRICAN HUNTING FIGHTS HUNGER 
WHILE HUNTER SAVORS THE SPORT 
J ate last summer, in the dreaded Tsetse fly 
L infested area of the Zambesi river val ley 
of northern Zimbabwe, two handgun hunters 
accompanied by their professional hunter 
and trackers were driving along in a land 
rover. 

Dawn has just broken. The plan was to 
find elephant spoor at a waterhole and follow 
it up. Elephant usual ly move out at a good 
rate of speed and the footsore hunters were 
reluctant to think of working out the kinks 
before the already strained muscles faced 
another hard days walking in pursuit of that 
certain elephant that would satisfy govern
ment regulations and the hunters' expecta
tions. 

It seemed almost simultaneously that 
M'koni , Mark and I looked to the left and 
spotted a herd of elephants. Even after we 
stopped , the elephants continued to drift in 
and out of sight through the bush, trees and 
mist. It was deathly stiJI. A handful of dust 
slowly sifted through the hand mere ly 
emphasized the lack of air current. In ele
phant hunting those conditions can get you 
killed if a stray wind current takes your scent 
in the wrong direction at the wrong time. 

tures and brought up the rear. Hunt , our 
tracker, flitted about to our left . Mark 
rechecked his TIC to make sure he had a 300 
grain solid up the spout of the .375 JDJ . I 
tried to take a few photos during the stalk but 
had slow film behind the 200 MM lens of the 
Nikon. The slide camera was OK for film 
speed but not equipped with a motor drive. 

After as quiet an approach as possible it 
became obvious the elephants were close. 
The noise of limbs being ripped from trees 
grew louder. Hunt stopped , took off his 
Goodyear sandals, slung them over his axe 
handle and rolled up his pantlegs as high as he 
could get them. That was the sure sign that al.I 
hell could break loose and Hunt wasn't going 
to be around if it did . Five elephant mate
rial ized fi fty yards to our left . We quick.ly 
moved to our right in a circling manner. Our 
course and the elephants merged in a head-on 
confrontation. The bull looked ideal. He was 
total ly unaware of our presence. At 30 yards 
he took a chew from a Mopani and seemed to 
look directly at us. Maybe it is just my imag
ination, but he seemed to see us and headed 
directly toward us at a brisk pace; not out of 
sorts, but in a curious manner. At a brisk 

Natives quickly gather at the site of an elephant kill for the free meat. 

The herd was feeding at a leisurely rate, 
heading in a southerly direction. One of the 
bulls looked interesting and he was in the 
lead; certainly an advantage for the hunter 
compared to one that is back inside the herd . 

After a quick conference we set out at a 
ground-eating pace intended to put us into 
position for a positive intercept. M'Koni , the 
professional hunter, led. Mark, the hunter
shooter, closely fo llowed. I got to take pie-

pace an elephant covers 10 yards in about 
three steps. Through the 200 MM lens he 
looked really close. I kept Mark in the edge of 
the field of view; saw the TIC swing up and at 
the shot triggered the motor drive as the 
elephant instant! y collapsed - stone dead 
before he hit the ground sixteen paces ahead 
of Mark. At four frames per second the cam
era captured him on the way down and as he 

Continued 011 page 12 
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Here's 45 ACP 
power in a 

small package. 
The Colt Officer's ACP. Colt 's first 
"small" production pistol in 45 ACP. 

;Y~~~~1~:i~~ Embodying aimost eighty years ' 
light conditions. tradition of quality and reliability, 
this "shorty" version of the famed 1911 Govern
ment Model doesn 't compromise power for 
compactness. With its extended combat grip 
safety, it rides comfortably in the web of your 
hand , points naturally and the shortened grip 
and barrel make it very easy to carry. The MK IV 

Series 80, Officer's ACP features all steel con
struction, with Colt's non-reflective low luster blue 
finish. The three dot sighting system aids in 
quick sight pickup in low light conditions. 

The· new-Officer's ACP. A professional pistol 
for those who @J 
need 45 power 0 I .. 
in a small ... A Heritage of 
package. Fine Craftsmanship 

Hartford, CT 06101 

Be a safe shooter-never chamber a round until you are ready to shoot. Always read and follow the instruction 
manuals which accompany each firearm . Free instruction manuals are also available from the factory on request. 

© 1984 Colt Industries Operating Corp 



12 

NEW! 
DISCOUNTS! SAW COMBAT SIGHTS 

ON ALL PRODUCTS 

Aimpoin t 
Gerber 
HKS 

Au to Ordance 
Choate 
Bushnel l 
B·Sq uare 
Selenta 
Rogers 

.... 3 Dot 
~ Night Sights 

$34.95 set 
MGW Sights 
MTM 
Norton 
Combat 
.45 Custom 

Work 

PPG Guns 
Pach mayr 

30% OFF 
GALCO LEATHER 

(fo rm erl y Jackass) SS I I 
SA w INC. 

ROGERS PLAXCO 
HOLSTER 

$40.45 

~o~s:~e~~tl~: ,! [•l 
$55.95 

P.O. BOX 140845 liiiiiii ~I 
14 1 DONE LSON PIKE 1--viSA , 

NASHVI LLE. TENNESSEE 372 14 1 j 
SHOP: (6 15) 889·0862 

CATALOG 
$1.00 

INFO RMATIO N (6 15)889-0862- O RDERS ONL Y{To ll Free) 1-800-2 5 1-6007 

Colt, Smith & Wesson, and the U.S. Army all protect 
their handguns from rust damage by wrapping them in 
volatile corrosion inhibitor paper. Why do they all 
use the same method to protect handguns from rust? 

Because there is no better way! 

A handgun wrapped in RUST WRAPPER ™ vola
tile corrosion inhibitor paper is protected from 
rust for up to 4 years . Totally Protected : because 
the chemical vapor which inhibits corrosion on 
the outside of the gun thoroughly penetrates 
inside the gun , giving vital protection to the 
inside surfaces and interf"\al parts . 

Why are you still using messy greases , oils , and 
waxes which only protect the outside of your 
handguns? 

RU:lc:;~,~ TM 

WRAPPER 
Box 10337, Torrance, CA 90505 

:-------------------R-;,~;;;a~~;,:~o-x~~;J~~;o~;;,~~e~~;.-9~~0-;;- ------------------

: Please send me _ sheet(s) of RUST WRAPPER '" at $4 .95 each. pl us $1.25 postage and handling. 
1 (A single sheet will wrap one S & W M29 with an 8"8" bbl.) 

: NAME ADDRESS ~~~~-~~~~~~~~~-
: CITY STATE ZI P I ~~~-

HANDGUN HUNTING 
Co111i1111ed from paf!,e / (! 

hit the ground . That's quick! 
Mark walked around behind him and gave 

him another in the top of the head - just to 
make sure. After taking photos we made it to 
the truck and headed for a native village 
about !OK from the elephant. M'Koni loaded 
29 adults into the back of the Toyota Land 
Cruiser pickup and transported them to the 
elephant. Rules of the game called fo r them to 
wait until the tusks were pulled and skinning 
completed before digging in . By that time 
over 50 adults were waiting for the "go" 
signal . 

At the signal all except the smallest babies 
dug in with a vengeance. Believe me, it was a 
sight to behold . A large number of native 
Africans suffer from malnutrition and are 
very grateful and appreciative of any gift of 
food . This group was certainly no exception. 
The elephant lite rally melted like butter 
under their onslaught. Remember, these peo
ple are destitute and had to manually carry 
every scrap to their homes. As we left we 
found natives 15K away walking toward the 
kill carrying their containers, knives, axes 
and the ever present babies wrapped in 
blankets on their backs. 

Four hours later the ground was bloody 
where the e lephant had been . All that 
remained were its genitals, two femurs, part 
of the pelvis and a small part of the skull. 
In camp that evening over tea the conversa
tion revolved around anti-hunters and their 
efforts to stop hunting worldwide while 
knowing very little about the subject of game 
management or conservation. Some of the 
recent letters in the Handgunner regarding 
my hunting-both pro and con - came into 
the conversation. I frankly don't much give a 
damn if someone doesn't like my hunting or 
me for that matter. It's a fact oflife that neither 
I nor anyone else can or even wants to please 
everyone; but I think that you should know 
that in Africa or anywhere else we hunt food 
isn't wasted. Hunters in Afr ica give an enor
mous amount of food to starving people. It! 
venture to say a hell of a lot more than those 
who cry "Stop Huntingl" As I see it, it's only 
common sense to say "thank you" for a gift. 
These people thank you so genuinely and 
profusely it's almost embarrassing. It makes 

. you think a bit when you first see a child 
chewing on a piece of raw intestine. Africa is 
a harsh land . Life, including human li fe, is 
pretty cheap - in fact human life is the cheap
est in many areas. 

Take Mark for example. He paid a healthy 
air fare to get to Africa, and $400 a day 
covered his daily rate while hunting. The 
trophy fee fo r the elephant was $1,500. He 
threw a hell of a party fo r a bunch of people 
he had never seen before. We figured that few 
seconds of intense interest cost him a cool 
five grand. He'll probably get a lot of criti 
cism for killing that elephant , but the only 
thing I'll criticize about it is that even though 
he threw a hell of a party he ~ 
didn't even buy any beerl ~ 
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THE COLT .45 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 

I HATE YOU! 
An Angry Main's Guide to Re\lenge 

by M. Nelson Chunder 
Make fun where there is none and 
get your revenge at the same time. In 
the same genre as Get Even and Up 
Yours, I Hate You! will ensure you 
get the last laugh! Humorous. yet 
effective, over one hundred sixty 
schemes show how to strike out at 
those who have done you dirty. S'h x 
8'h, hardcover, 182 pp. $12.95 

THE MINI-14 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 
Use this home workshop guide to convert your Mini into a 
selective-fire, silenced, S.W.A.1-type weapon capable of 
field-clear ing firepower . Provides complete workshop 
plans. 40 close-up photos and full-scale templates. Thi s 
cor:version process requi res no machining or special tools. 
Once completed. it takes just five minutes to drop in the 
Automatic Connector (the book's secret!) o r remove it as 
needed . Also includes detailed plans for a quick-and-easy 
cal iber .223 silencer. 9 x 12, softcover, photos. templates, 
72 pp. $12.00 

BOUNTY HUNTER 
h y Boh Burton 

Adventure 1s his occupatton: a hefty 
commission 1s his reward. He 1s a 
professional bounty hunter. and he 
stal ks the most e lu sive of all prey- a 
wanted man. Here is the business as 
to ld by a pro. Learn how to get your 
fi rst 1ob. track a fugi tive. arrest him 
and turn him over to 1he police. 
Inc luded 1s a state-by-state listing of 
laws. 5112 x 8 'h. sottcover. 136 pp. 

$10.00 

THE RUGER 1022 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 
Here is a convers ion system you can bet your life on! Now 
you can transform your Ruger 1022 into a selective-fire, 
close-combat gun you can trust . With simple hand tools, 
you can build the parts that will convert you r trusty Ruger 
1022 into a selective-fire weapon that can fire over 1,000 
rounds per minute on full auto- all without modifying the 
receiver or trigger housing in any way. Just drop in the 
conversion parts, and you're ready for whatever-or 
whomever- comes. Over 60 explicit photos. machinist's 
drawings and full-scale templates accompany the de
tailed instructions for making this conversion foolproof. 
9 x 12, sottcover, illus., 96pp. $12.00 

The long wait is overt The ultimate selective-fire conversion for the fam ed Colt .45 is heret All 
original components are retained, and on ly three functional parts have been added, each of 
which can be built using com mon hand tools. All conversion parts are readily removable and 
do not alter the original functioning of the weapon. The ingenious automatic tripping 
device- a feature never before incorporated in any machine pistol of this type- provides for 
trouble-free operation. A revolutionary, compact, removable folding metal front grip aids in 
contro ll ing the gun when firing fu ll auto. Carefu lly researched and thorouqhlv tested for 
reliability, this conversion system works with outstanding accuracy and safety. An effic ient 
silencer can also be made following the simple silencer design illustrated herein. 9 x 12, 
softcover, ill us., photos, templates, 88 pp. $12.00 

HOME WORKSHOP SILENCERS I 

Fan tastic . large-format guide to making an smg o r pis tol 
silencer in the home workshop Over 50 9"-X 12" working 
machinists drawings are p resented . al l of superb quality 
Shows step-by-step const ruction for three different f ire
arm silencers . all o f very advanced design . Improvised 
materials and machining tech niques are suggested ;:ind 
the text is written clearly and <.:oncisely An excellent 
addition to your silence r bookshelf' Note : Home Work
shop Silencers I 1s for entertainment and historical pur
poses.o nl y 9 x 12. softcover. illus 72 pp $12.00 

SECRETS OF THE NINJA 
by Ashida Kim 

This is the real th ing-one of the few 
complete, hardcover studies of this 
terrifying and deadly martial art. Text 
and photos il lustrate Ninja princ i 
ples of invisibility. covert entry. 
escape and evasion. assassinafa.'f1 , 
sentry removal. med itation. mind 
c louding and much more. 5112 x 8 V2. 
hardcover, 200 photos. 168 pp. 

$16.95 

THE RUGER PISTOL EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 
For the first time. conversion plans for a super -compac t. 
selective-fire machine pistol! Turn your Ruger Mark I or II 
into a fistful of power- without modi fying the receiver or 
boll group and using hand-built parts. This ingenious con 
version fires from the origina l closed bolt system- making 
fi ring extremely accu rate-and uses original trigger parts 
The detachable auto tr ipper device can readi ly be removed 
fo r sem1auto shooting only. Machinist' s drawings. full
scale templates and pho tos accompany directions. 9 x 12, 
soft cover. illu s .. 96 pp. $12.00 

GET 
EVEN: 

GET EVEN: 
The Complete Book ol Dirty Tricks 
A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big busi
ness, government. and enemies. 
More sophisticated and involved 
tricks are included, such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and political dirty tricksters. Over 80 
sections present dirty tricks ranging 
from the simple to the elaborate. 51h 
x 8'h. hardcover, 192 pp. $12.95 

DEAD CLIENTS DON'T PAY 
The Bodyguard's Manual 

by Leroy Thompson 
Now, learn the business o f body
guarding like it real ly is! Topics in
c lude checking !or auto tampering , 
home and office security, weapons ' 
selec tion, assessing the threats and 
more. Il lustrations detai l car and 
grounds secu r ity . Here are the 
giamour. the guns. the facts of the 
trade. SV2 x 8 V2, softcover. 120 pp. 

SILENCERS IN THE 1980S 
Creat DeSiJiCnS, Creat Designers 

by}. David Truby 

$10.00 

No w. an in-depth . fully illustrated repo rt on the newest 
developments in suppressor technology . J . David Truby 
provides all -new info o n the innovative designs o f today·s 
su ppressor designers. plus expl osive data o n those who 
use them . H is investigative research g ives def ini ti ve 
co mparisons o f models. prices. features. kits. in depen 
dent manufactu rers. and silencer technology . You'll no t 
read th is privy in fo anywhere else! B'h )r 11. softcover. 132 
pho tos . 120 pp. $12.00 

THE COMPLETE BOOK OF 
COMBAT HANDGUNNING 

by Chuck Ta ylor 
All aspects of combat handguns and 
their use are covered in this com
plete manual. Hundreds of illustra 
tions show using survival handguns. 
preparing the handgun for combat. 
caring for handgun$, and handgun 
stopp ing power. An important fire
arms book for survivalists and com
bat handgun owners. 81h x 11 , soft
cover. illus., 200 pp. $12.95 

THE AR-7 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 
A comprehensive home workshop guide for the gun buff 
and hobbyrst machinist. Over fifty working machinist's 
drawings. photos and full-scale templates show exactly 
how to convert the AR-7 .22 survival rifle in to a full-auto 
silenced machine p1stol or machine gun . Step-by-step 
instructions detail how to mod ify the weapon 's original 
receiver. fabricate new sear and safety. as wel l as make a 
simple. efficient silencer group assembly. For historical 
and reference purposes only. 9 x 12. softcover. illus .. 
72 pp. S12.00 

-----------· OTHER FASCINATING TITLES I t PALADIN PRESS Se nd $1 for lat es t 
PALADIN 

CATA LOG. EMPTY HAND, LOADED GUN: COM8AT SU RVIVAL. $14.95 
THE ULTIMATE SYSTEM FOR HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON 
CLOSE COMBAT . $ 8.00 ANYBODY $30.00 

HOW TO HIDE ANYTHING $10.00 NINJA SECRETS OF 
CHINA'S NINJA INVISIBILITY . $10.00 

CONNECTION . $16 .95 HIT MAN $10.00 
HOW TO FIND ANYONE THE FIGHTING RIFLE . "$12.95 

ANYWHERE $19.95 NEW l.D. IN AMERICA s10:00 
$15.00 UP YOURS! . $12.95 

YOU CAN'T MISS $ 9.95 WEAPONS OF THE STREET .. . $ 8.00 

QUICK OR DEAD $12.95 AN INFANTRYMAN'·S GUIDE TO 
MAD AS HELL. $12 .95 URBAN COMBAT . $14.95 
NINJA DEATH TOUCH $10.00 REMINGTON 1100 EXOTIC 
S.W.A.T. TEAM MANUAL $12.00 WEAPON SYSTEM $12.00 

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 

I :~~~:3~~~~::A 
I Ca ll TOLL FREE for c redit ca rd o rd ers : 1-800-824-7888; 

Ask for Operator #249. A las ka & H awaii, 1-800-824-7919. 

I Please send ine lhe followi ng lilies: 

Ca talog fr ee 
with o rde r . 

I ----· 
I 

Bill my: 0 YISA D MasterCa rd txp. Date _ _ 

Ca rd No.------------- ------- - SU BTOTAL _____ • 

Please includ e 
$3 postage I 
and handling ___ _ 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
............................................ C.1.TI--~-.. ~~-~-.. ~S~ .. ~P-.. ~-..;o~ .. .. Iii 
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$9.95 
Solt cover 

$14.95 
Hard cover 

$19.95 Hard. 
autographed 
and numbered 

World champion handgun shooters 
Mickey Fowler and Mike Dalton teach 
you how and when to shoot. Enhance your 
ability to survive. Areas covered: safety 
• marksmanship • tactics • legal • 
women• technique• crime• guns and 
equipment• ammunition• 150 photos. 

• DRY-FIRE KITS 
PRACTICE AT HOME 
IMPROVE YOUR SKILLS 

ISi LOGO PRODUCTS 
Dry Fire Kit ..................... 3.95 
Hat Pins .. . .. ... .... .. ... ..•... . 4.00 
Hats (Baseball Type) ..... . .. .. ... 6.00 
T-Shi rts ... . ... . ....... .. ....... 7.00 
Belt Buckles 

Gun Belt Pl. - 2" ....• . . ... .... 12.95 
Dress Belt 1-11/4' .... . .. .. ..... 12.95 

ISi Patches .... ........ .......... 2.00 

Add $2.00 per book or $1.00 per item for 
postage and handling on all ISi logo 
products . Money order, Visa, and Master 
Card , (se nd number and expiration date) 
shipped immediately. Personal checks 
allow 3 weeks for delivery. Ca . residents 
add 6112% sales ta x. 

CLASSES FORMING 
2 day and 5 day courses in self-defense or 
com petition available. These international 
experts and co mbat masters will teach you to 
fire fast contro lled shots , with the mental 
conditioning to obtain pin-point accuracy, and 
fulfil l your personal goalsl 

Send $2.00 for complete 8 Page 
Brochure and Information Packet 

to 

'"''"""""" .. '"00""' ,., 

DEPARTMENT A.H. 
P.O. BOX 5254. MISSION HILLS, CA. 91345 

COPTA1K 
MASSAD AYOOB 

AYOOB: THE GUN IS NOJ' A WEAPON; 
, THE MIND IS THE DEADLY WEAPON 

l am very tired as I sit here writing this 
column. I return from a debriefing on the 

death of a pol ice officer. He went into a place 
where there was known danger. He heard 
shots fired. He continued moving in , his gun 
sti ll in his holster. The killer saw him first. 
The officer died with his gun still strapped in 
its leather. 

It doesn't matter what sort of gun either of 
them had . What matters is their minds. One 
was poised and ready, with a gun that deliv
ered a fraction of the shock power of the cop's 
weapon. The other was not ready for a gun
fight , and when he was caught up in it , that 
lack of mental preparation cost him his life. 

Let me tell you now what I have told so 
many cops in my classes: The gun is not the 
weapon. The gun is merely a tool. The mind 
is the weapon! 

Man is a predator, the most highly evolved 
predator on the Planet Earth. Yet most of us 
are Civilized Man. The average civilian does 
nothing more predatory in his daily life than 
pounce on a frozen chicken in the super
market, steal the Palmolive account from 
Benton, Batton, and Barton ad agency, or 
play the occasional game of Pac Man. 

The cop is more predatory than that. 
Those of us who carry the badge laugh when 
dramatists call us "manhunters," yet that in 
fact is what we are. Our warrant for arrest is 
a hunting license, even though we intend to 
take our quarry alive. When we work traffic 
patrol we joke about "chasing taillights ," yet 
in fact we are following the spoor of the 
traffic - the taillights that are weaving, the 
headlights that don't dim for oncoming traf-

. fie -seeking clues for the drunk drivers we 
are going to pull over, arrest, and deprive of 

their freedom as surely as Frank Buck ever 
did to any wild animal he captured. The only 
difference is the duration of the captivity. 

Yet we fail to forget that sometimes, in the 
dark , we are stalking the one creature more 
predatory than ourselves: Feral Man. The 
criminal is nothing less than that , a man gone 
feral, back to the wild , away from society's 
laws and responding only to primeval needs 
of gratification and satiation , and the impetus 
of his own survival , no matter who must die 
to ensure that survival. 

Nothing in modern life prepares you for 
that, not even the Police Academy. Yet the 
officer must understand one terrible truth that 
I try to hammer into every cop who sits 
before me in a lecture hall or on a training 
range: "If you patrol a neighborhood of3 ,000 
people and the newest incarnation of Charles 
Manson or Richard Speck strikes tonight, the 
cit izen in that sector has only one chance in 
three thousand of faci ng that human monster. 
But if you are on patrol in that sector, and 
someone sees what's happening in time to call 
the police, your chances of facing him 
approach 100 percent!" 

Notice I used the term "human monster." 
The key word there is not "monster" but 
"human." In my book , "The Truth About Self 
Protection ," I compare hard criminals with 
werewolves. Yet, remember, the werewolf 
has a human mind. I see instructors who refer 
to cr iminals as "tro lls" and "ogres" and 
"goblins." Such an instructor is preparing his 
people for gunfights in the Enchanted Forest, 
not the streets of America. One cannot fight 
an enemy one does not understand . This is 
why I go into prisons and debrief convicted 
criminals: to get into their minds, and trans-

MONOGRIPS® also made for 
•S & W: Sq. & Rd. Butt K, L & N; Rd . ButtJ 
•COLT PYTHON (I Frame) • 100% 

reinforced 
Nylon 
Nocheap 
plastics . 

•RUGER: Security Six* , Police 
Service Six*, Speed Six* 
'(Post 1976 serial numbers 151 and above) ze $1895 Add $ 1.00 for 

Ivory White Color. 

Check or money order plus 
$2.00 postage & handling {Californ ia 
residents add 6% sales tax). Specify model. 

Call (805) 466-6266 
Open 9-5 P.S.T. 

Brochure avai lable for $1.00 
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fer that knowledge to my students. 
I am often asked two questions when I 

teach gunfighting, to classes as large as 200 
cops: "How many armed encounters have 
you been in?" "How many people have you 
killed?" 

Armed encounters? I've faced about 
twenty people over the gun , all in situat ions 
where they made it clear that they had the 
ability and opportunity to place my life in 
jeopardy. Kills? None. I've never had to fire a 
gun at a human being, because every man I 
faced in an armed encounter knew that I 
would kill him with the gun I already had 
levelled at him if he moved forward with his 
knife or reached for his gun . This is not a lot 
of encounters; I know cops in heavy action 
precincts who have lost count of their armed 
encounters that did not involve actual gun
fi re. I had to think for awhile to tabulate mine. 
Lawyers have told me I could have killed 
three or four of these people and gotten off on 
Justifiable Homicide. 

Those people did not freeze obediently just 
because I had a gun. The most obsequiously
surrendering suspect I ever pointed a gun at 
was looking at my little J-frame 2" revolver; 
the most belligerent, at my issue Ithaca 12-
gauge police shotgun . The fi rst thought I was 
going to kill him for being a burglar caught 
red-handed, the second was an armed rob
bery suspect who didn't think I'd kill him in 
front of the multiple civil ian witnesses so 
long as he didn't actually touch a gun of his 
own. Only when I made it clear to him that he 
would die in another second otherwise, did 
he fi nally obey my commands to put his 
hands against the side of his van. 

The officer I spoke about in the beginning 
of this column may have felt that drawing his 
gun was too ominous an act. I will never 
know what he really felt until I fi nd a spir it 
medium who can conduct seances with dead 
cops. I do know that he might have been al ive 
if his gun had been in his hand when danger 
beckoned. He was a qualified pistol shot . .. 
but had any instructor ever taught him the 
mentality of combat? 

Does it matter if that officer carr ied a .38 
or a .357 revolver, a .45 auto or a 9mm .? The 
choice of the gun is the least concern . The 
most important thing is training the officer to 
understand that when faced with deadly dan
ger, he or she must draw the service handgun 
and be prepared to use it to the gravest 
extreme, if necessary, to preserve thei r life 
and the lives of the innocent they are sworn to 
protect. 

This column is not here just to talk about 
guns; this column is here to talk to human 
beings who use guns for ser ious purposes. 
Within that context, it must never be forgot
ten that the whole thing begins with the mind , 
and that the tr igger fi nger and the gun it 
controls are secondary or tertiary considera
tions at best in survival of violent human 
encounters. 

This article may not be what you expected 
to read here. In a sense, it's a test. If you wish 
to learn more about mental conditioning for 
violent encounters, let the editors ~ 
know. They're receptive. So am I. ~ 

New! Beeman SP Silhouette Pistols 
Top Performance at an Exceptional Price 

At the 1984 SHOT SHOW, sil houette and free pistol shooters were amazed 
to find a pistol of such remarkable quality for only $249.50. 

SP: Sing le Shot .22 LR. Very crisp, two stage trigger action. 
Approximate trigger weight of 250 gms. Avai lable with 8", 1 O", 

12", and 15" barrels. Sight Span on 15" barrel version adjusts from 12" to 
1 7" Auto Ejectors, loaded chamber indicator. adjustable rear sight, receiver 
grooved for scope mount. 

SP Deluxe: Same as the SP 
except the deluxe comes with a detachable forearm 

and balance weight. Both versions have walnut target grips 
with removable, adjustable palm rest Left and right hand 
versions available. 

Send for 92 -pg. Adult Airgun Catalog/ Guide, regularly $2. FREE with mention 01 code HGJ. Include $1 to 
receive our new. full-color. Firearms Catalog also. Allow 4 - ~ Neeks lor delivery. To receive last. 1st class ma11 
add an additional $1 for each catalog. Add $3 each for overseas delivery 

Beeman Precision Arms, Inc. 
47-HGJ Paul Drive, San Rafael, California, 94903 

U.S.A. (415) 472-7121 - 24-hours, 7 days 

THE CLARK 

"S-~WLING PI
4
N5" 

Complete ., 

•John 
Shaw of 
Memphis 
wontheIPSC 
Champion
ship in 1980 & 

gun on 
new Colt .-----

1 981 using one of these models. 
Dealer inquiries invited. 

WRITE OR CALL 
FOR ADDITI O N AL INFORM ATION 

James C. Clark 
PtSTOLSMITH 

Rt. 2 Box 22A . 
Keithvi lle . Louisiana 7 1047 

(3 18 ) 925-0836 

-------~DEOTAPES • VHS AND BETA-------
Lenny Magil l Productions is proud to announ ce the release of three dynam ic videotapes for home viewin g. 
Each program is professionally produced in full co lor and features slow motion. freeze frames. split screens, 
graphics, music and complete narration. The tapes are classics that will be viewed and enjoyed for yea rs. 

Bian~~~ Cup Wo~~e~P~~~~o~~mg ~·--1~ 
VI Champ1onsh1ps ~--··-----··· 

The world 's richest, most com- Speed and accuracy are the Encapsulates SOF conven ti on 
petit ive tournamen t. Five dif- determining factors as shooters held in Las Vegas, Nevada . 
ferent events comprise this "blaze down stee l targets in their Incl udes 3-gun combat match. 
exciting pistol competit ion. 60 efforts fo r the lowest overall automatic weapons dem o. C. 
minutes in length. time total.60minutesin length. Cordon Liddy speech. 70 min -

-------------------------------------~~~~~~~------ - - - -TO ORDER: Send chec k. money order. VISA or Mas tercard number for$59.95 per cassette plus $3.00 postage. Please include 
you r sh ippi ng address and whether you prefe r 0 VHS or 0 BETA. Credit ca rds must indude siAnature. 
0 Check 0 M/ O 0 VISA 0 Mastercard 

Exp. Date: Month rn Year rn 
Signature ------ --------------- - -------

MAIL TO: Lenny Magill Productions · 4550 Kearny Vil la Rd. #J07 · San Diego, CA 92123 
(619) 569-4000 
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With RWS Spring-Piston 
Precision Airguns. Ultra 
accurate, inexpensive to 
shoot, RWS Airguns are all
around shooting fun. 

* * * Be it plinking targets 
with the family - using our 
RWS Model 6G Air Pistol, 
loaded with RWS Hobby 
Pellets. 

* * *Or sharpen your 
shooting skills with a 
friend - using the popular 
RWS Model 45 Magnum 
Air Rifle , loaded with 
the New RWS 
Super H 
Point Pellet. 

**•Or 
responding to 
the cheers of the fans by 
capturing the Gold -
with the RWS Model 75 

NEW 
RWS 

Model 
45 

Carbine 

Match Air Rifle* , loaded with RWS 

16 

Meisterkugeln 
Match Pellets. 
The RWS Model 75 
is availab le in 4 
versions. 

There are over 40 models 
& variations of RWS 
Precision Airguns - all 
have a Lifetime Warranty. 

For a personal viewing of 
RWS Precision Airgun 
Products - see your local 

.... dealer, or for detailed 
~ catalog send $1 to: 

~~~ 
Dqnamil Nobel 

DYNAMIT NOBEL OF AMERICA INC. 
105 Stonehurst Court, Northvale, New Jersey 07647 

HAND10ADING 
DAN conERMAN 

CAVEAT TO HANDLOADERS
BEWARE THE POWDER SCALE 

T he powder scale is perhaps the most 
important instrument we use in hand

loading and yet, until recently, its accuracy 
has been beyond verification by the average 
handloader. 

Lyman Products Corp., Rt. I47 , Mid
dlefield CT 06455 , has avenged the hand
loader's blind reliance on the accuracy of his 
powder scale by introducing a $I9.95 check
weight set. It consists of ten weights, made in 
accordance with National Bureau of Stan
dards tolerances. The weights are .5-grain, 
I-grain, 2 grains, 5 grains, IO grains, 20 
grains, 50 grains, and IOO grains. (The 2 and 
20-grain weights are pairs.) By using the 
weights singly and in combination, it's possi
ble to check a scale over a 2IO-grain range, 
from .5 to 210.5. 

Such a check is critical to the success and 
safety of handloads for obvious reasons. 
What is perhaps less obvious is that sophisti
cated, state-of-the-art scales and simple sin
gle-beam scales alike, can go wrong after 
they leave the factory. 

A letter just received from Fred Hunting
ton , Sr. , founder of RCBS, confirm the fore
going. He tells of a severely bulged chamber 
following the firing of what he thought were 
standard loads, taken from a reloading man
ual. Huntington's handloads were, however, · 
far from what the manual recommended, for 
an error in weighing had caused the powder 
charges to be about five grains too heavy! 

Youli think that couldn't happen with a new 
dial-type, double-beam scale. However, as 
Huntington explained, one of the movable 
parts had gotten off to a side, which fact had 
gone unnoticed , and a dangerous weighing 
·error had resulted. 

The worst of it is that, as the man puts it , "A 
scale can be correct at 5 grains, off at 50, 
back on at 60, and so on." It's a good idea, 
therefore, to check the accuracy of any 
powder scale, especially if it's been in use for 
a while. 

High-tech scales are not necessarily more 
reliable. For instance, I like the $34 C-H "Tri
Poise." Its poises tune the beam in three 
increments : 1/1oth-grain , I-grain, and 
IO-grain . I checked it for accuracy, using the 
Lyman set of weights, and was relieved to 
find that it was right on at all weight 
combinations . 

What do you do, though , if you discover 
your scale to be inaccurate? Lyman's Ken 
Ramage adamantly recommends returning it 
to the factory. 

• • • 
We don't, as a general rule, publish infor

mation from persons who wish to remain 

anonymous. However, the following from a 
deputy sheriff with over ten years' service to 
his credit , is considered too valuable to omit. 
His reasons for asking that his name be with
held will become apparent as you read this 
report. 

"I doubt that the heavy-vs-light loads con
troversy will be satisfactorily answered until 
a medium which is satisfactory to both sides 
can be found . One thing that I believe favors 
the use of heavy bullets is that in actual situa
tions there is seldom a chance for a clear shot 
at any unprotected 'criminal.' This man usu
ally has some form of cover between the 
muzzle of your gun and his vitals, whether it's 
an automobile door, or even the auto itself. 
He'll also use the cover of a building, tree, or 
other object, which must be penetrated to 
reach him - and you had damn well better 
have something to hide behind yourself! The 
better law enforcement agencies teach this 
very well. 

"I have only been in one deadly situation 
involving a high-speed chase of armed rob
bery suspects. There was a crash and a shoot
out in which one criminal was killed, but it 
was my 12-gauge shotgun and my partner's 
.357 Python that did this man in . 

One other shootout, between an armed 
robber and a civilian, I believe merits men
tion, is the case of the armed robber fleeing 
the scene of the crime. He was approximately 
140-I50 pounds, 5 feet, four inches tall, and 
was fleeing when the civilian ordered him to 
halt. He turned and fired a .22 at the civilian, 
who then fired a .45 Automatic loaded with 
military hardball ammunition . The bullet 
entered the right side about four inches under 
the armpit. It exited the other side almost at 
the same height and was hardly deformed. 
The effect of this shot was almost 
instantaneous. 

"There are several loads I regularly use, 
depending on which gun I am carrying. For 
.38 Special: 125-grain jacketed hollow or 
solia in my Bodyguard Airweight S& W 
Model 38; I58-grainjacketed hollow or solid 
in my Bodyguard (steel) S&W Model 49. 
For .357 Magnum: 158-grain hollow or 
solid. Also, the Speer 148-grain hollow-base 
wadcutter with a gascheck seated over the 
nose and backed by 10.0 grains of AL-5 . This 
bullet is loaded backwards; a cup point! 
Alberts 148-grain Hydra-Shock is also an 
excellent choice for the . 38 or . 357, as is 
Lyman's 358156 gas check using 2400. For 
.44 Special: Manstopper bullets or 225-grain 
Speer jacketed hollow-points using 5 . 6 
grains of W-W 231. For .44 Magnum: 240-

Continued 011 page 20 
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Book I: Handguns 
#GH8136 

1985 GUN DIGEST ® 
39th Edition 
Edited by Ken Warner 
Dozens of timely, interesting articles on 
all facets of firearms Funny guns and 
gear of the Western fast draw game.John 
M. Browning and his patents. The Uncoils, 
US-made pistols of 1911 pattern. The 
sidehammer rifle. Middle ground deer 
rifles. The gun that followed the famous 
Webley 455. Old gunsmithing tools. The 
Miquelet lock. Getting a grand slam on 
turkeys. Guns and gunfire on TV tube 
and movie screen. Fred Adolph 's long
range single shot 22 centerfire pistol. 
Lightweight mountain rifles. Much more. 
Plus regular departments. The special 
Gundex®, new product reviews and 
testfire reports. Expanded and revised 
catalog section with the most up-to-date 
prices available. 488 8112'' x 11" pages. 
(8 in full color). 

1985 GUN DIGEST 
HUNTING ANNUAL 
2nd Edition 
Edited by Robert S. L. Anderson 

Better hunting begins with this wel l
rounded , fully illustrated collection of 
expert tips and advice. How to select, set 
and use waterfowl decoys. Ten steps to 

. wing-shooting success. How and where 
to hunt the Dark Continent. There's 
much more: hunting exotic game in 
Texas , getting c lose to trophy game, 
gutting and skinning deer, the lowdown 
on ringneck pheasants. Plus, how not 
to spook the trophy of a lifetime and air
line regulations governing firearms 
shipment. All written by some of America 's 
finest shooter/writers: Fadala, Lott, 
Zumbo and more. 244 8112'' x 11" pages. 

1985 GUNS ILLUSTRATED ® 
't\~~'· 

# HA2106 

s1295 

17th Edition 
Edited by Harold A. Murtz 
Easily one of the most original and 
informative collections of firearms 
features around I Showcases a pair of 
very special Mag-na-port 44 Magnums -
the Ruger Red Label converted double 
rifle , too. Proof , through long testing , 
that movable sights aren 't always a must 
Explores the versatile 223 Remington , 
the unique and valued Browning T-Bolt 
22 - even the good ol ' 38 Special. Lots 
more: Japanese guns, the Whitworth 
Muzzleloader, 45-90 Sharps, plus the 
remarkable MG-34 German machine gun. 
Also the Remington 1100 Special Field 
gun, Weatherby's new Fibermark rifle, and 
the Rossi Model 88 stainless kit gun. 
Expanded and revised catalog section 
with the most up-to-date prices available. 
328 8 112'' x 11 " pages. (8 in full color) 

HANDLOADER'S 
DIG EST, 10th Edition 
Edited by Ken Warner 
The big book on handloading, with 
dozens of "how to" features , covering 
everything from tools and materials to 
techniques and tips. Includes "Notes 
On Today's 22 Bullets" by Layne 
Simpson, "A Walking Around Wildcat 
Rifle" by Hal Hartley, and "Loading The 
257 Remington Roberts In Its 50th 
Year" by Norman Rowcliff. Also must 
reading "Loading For The 224 Weather
by Varmintmaster" by Lonny Weaver 
and "The 444 Formula For Survival" by 
Robert K. Sherwood. Also includes most 
extensive catalog available, listing 
components , equipment and acces
sories for reloading rifle, pistol and 
shotgun ammunition. 320 8112'' x 11 " 
pages. 

Gun Digest Book Of FIREARMS 
CARE, CLEANING AND REFINISHING 
ByJ. B. Wood 
Gunsmith J.B. Wood tackles the care 
and maintenance of firearms with 
meticulous deta il and step-by-step, 
illustrated, clearly written text Book I is 
devoted to pistols and revolvers, Book 11 
to rifles and shotguns - and there is a 
difference! When dry firing is harmful 
and why. Guns that can be dry fired 
safely. When to consult-a gunsmith. 
Replacement of broken parts. All types 
of cleaning equipment- rods, brushes, 
slotted tips, jag tips , patches and other 
tools. All the available commercial 
chemicals and lubricants and their 

Book I: Available November 1984 

applications. Cleaning methods for all 
types of firearms , including black 
powder arms. When to refinish , the 
difference between refinishing and 
restoration , when refinishing increases 
the value-and when it reduces it Why 
the amateur should not try it himself. 
Carrying cases for all types of firearms . 
How best to store them: Theft protection. 
Evaluation and insurance. Invaluable 
guides that pay for themselves many 
times over. Each book contains 160 
8 112'' x 11" pages. 

Book II : Ava ilable December 1984 

SEE DETAILS ON FOLLOWING PAGES··--~ 

Book II: Long Guns 
#GG8146 

$895 
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THE COMPLETE 
SHOOTER 
By Sam Fadala 

() 

POPUlAR SPORTING 
RIFLE CARTRIDGES 

By Clay Harvey 
A guide for the experienced shooter 
going beyond the basics. Fadala brings 
thirty years of experience in shooting 
sports to bear, examining all aspects. 
Explains why to use a certain cartridge 
or gun for a particular game. Views 
recoil from a technical perspective, tells 
how to minimize it. With over 1000 
illustrations, covers the home defense 
gun, the hunting handgun, long-range 
calibers , the varmint rifle, the black 
powder battery, sights, benchrests , 
trajectory charts, reloading , wildcats , 
custom guns and how to order them, 
scopes, an all-around big game gun 
plus plenty more. Provides the reader 
with a better understanding of the sport. 
448 8W' x 11 " pages. 

$1295 

Provides the hunter/shooter with 
extensive information on most of the 
cartridges introduced during this 
century (with some carryovers from the 
19th) that cannot be obtained from any 
other single source. Combines the hard 
data of a reloading manual with the 
author's interesting and informative 
analysis. Major sections are devoted to 
the .223 Remington, .243 Winchester, 
6mm Remington, .270 Winchester, .308 
Winchester, the .30-06, .375 H&H, ?mm 
Remington Magnum, many more. 
Covers history and development, 
application, general loading information 
on nearly 50 cartridges. Tabular 
bal listics data are included at the end 
of each chapter 320 8W' x 11" pages. 

KNIVES '85 
5th Edition 
Edited by Ken Warner 
Brings together the year's major design 
stories, from daggers that push and 
blades that claw to sportsmen's mini
knives that cut a lot with the least bulk. 
On the technical side, the Story of Sharp 
continues , and new steels and their 
sources appear. The latest blade grinds 
and handles are examined. Includes the 
annual custom and factory knife 
pictorial feature and trend reports. This 
year's expanded directory includes a 
knife photo index, encompassing all 
previous editions, plus listing all avail
able kn ife and accessory sources, from 
custom artisans to general retailers and 
major manufacturers. 256 8W' x 11 " 
pages. 

#AR6446 

$lQ95 

ARCHERY EQUIPMENT 
ILLUSTRATED 
Edited by the staff of 
Bow & Arrow Magazine 
First single source reference for 
archery equipment and accessories ever 
pub lished! Hundreds of items are fully 
il lustrated and arranged into more than 
a dozen sections, with retail prices 
where available. Huge section on bows , 
showing all the major manufacturers and 
offering the latest in hunting and target 
models. Also sections on arrows, broad
heads and other tips, release aids. bow 
cases and covers , plus accessories such 
as arrow rests and holders. kli ckers and 
stabilizers, and much more. All kinds of 
targets , bowfishing accessories. Large 
section on hunting gear. The latest in 
knives for the bowhunter. Plus listings 
of all major manufactu rers and archery 
organ izations. 256 8W' x 11 " pages. 

FLAYDERMAN'S GUIDE TO ANTIQUE AMERICAN 
FIREARMS ... And Their Values, ard Edition 
By Norm Flayderman 
More pages, more guns, more photos! 
New expanded edition includes a big 
chapter on shotguns and fowling 
pieces. All prices and historical informa
tion have been completely updated. 
3,575 models an·d variants are 
described with all marks and specifi- · 
cations for quick identification . 2,783 
firearms are individually priced with full 
inform ation on how to assess values. 
1,475 large scale photographs 
accompany model descriptions. It's a 
directory, reference and manual in one -
plus morel No facet of American a(ms 
collecting is short-changed; tells how to 
identify, how to evaluate, how to build a 
viable, significant collection. For quick 
referencing , a standardized numbering 
system is included, plus extensive cross 

referencing and indexing. For the 
serious collector looking for in-depth 
information, each chapter or chapter 
sub-group has a bibtiography of 
additional books availab le on that 
particular subject, along with the 
author's comments on each. Along with 
its ·practical value, Flayderman's Guide 
is also a fascinating historical study of 
arms. From the rifles that won the 
revolution to the Colts that won the 
West, it traces the nation's early history 
through strict vernacular of its weapons. 
A wealth of knowledge and keen insight 
compiled by the leading scholar and 
authority on an tique American firearms , 
now in its 3rd big edition. 624 8W' x 11" 
pages. 

USE COUPON ON OPPOSITE PAGE TO ORDER NOW! --~ 
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GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 
COMBAT HANDGUNNER 

By Jack Lewis&JackMitchell 
From the basics to compe
tition training and exercises. 
Coverage of the Bianchi Cup, 
the Steel Challenge and World 
Championships with diagrams 
and how to shoot courses . 
288 8 Yz'' x 11 " pages. 

#CH8826 . . . . . . $10.95 
GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 
PISTOLSMITHING 

By Jack Mitchell 
Covers smoothing, tuning, 
timing, joining, metal temper
ing, rebarrelling, troubleshoot
ing, accurizing, installin.Val
tering sights_,, making reprace
ment parts. I\. its for a 45 auto 
rebuilding a junker pistol. 288 
8 Yz' ' x 11 " pages . 

#PS9456. . . . . . $10.95 
GUNSMITHING : THE 
TRICKS OF THE TRADE 

ByJ. B. Wood 
Using ordinary wo rkshop 
tools. Wood expla ins how 10 
replace and repair broken parts 
without welding; repoint firing 
pins/ auto pistol strikers; 
ti ghten shotguns/ revolvers; 
more . 256 8Yz " x 11 " pages . 

#GS5166. .. $10.95 

GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 
AUTOLOADING PISTOLS 

By Dean A. Grennell 
History. operat ing principles 
and firing techn ici.ues for rim
fire . mil itary/ police . compe
titi on. hunting. assault autos . 
Value trends. reloading, hol
sters. full catalog. 288 8 Yz' ' x 
11 " pages . 

#AP4716 . . ..... $10.95 
GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 
RIFLESMITHING 

By Jack Mitchell 
Covers locking systems, proven 
designs , triggers, safeties, 
barrel rifling/ crowning, bed
ding, bolt jewelling, instal 
ling scope mounts and sling 
swivels, metallic rifle sights, 
stocks and forearms , much 
more. 256 8 Yz' ' x 11 " pages. 

#RG2816 . . ... . . $10.95 

HOME GUNSMITH ING 
DIGEST, 3rd Edition 

By Tommy L. Bish 
Repai r, restoration, remodel
ing for every gun owner. Metal: 
plating, inlaying, so ldering. 
Wood: gluing, coloring, filling , 
fini shing. Tools: choosing, 
sharpening, care. 256 8 Yz' ' x 
11 " pages. 

#HG5176 .. . .. $10.95 

BOWHUNTER'S COMPLETE GUIDE 
DIGEST, 2nd Edition TO BOWHUNTING DEER 

By Chuck Adams By Chuck Adams 
All-new edition presents both Covers equipment, bas ic and 
the basic skills and subtleties advanced shooting tech-
of bringin~ down game on the niques. Plus common animal 
hoof or wing. Covers all the behaviors and habitats, stalk-
necessary equipment and how ing, stillhunting, huntin~ from 
to use it, plus the fine points stands, fi eld care and tips on 
to improve your skills . 288 improving accuracy. 256 8Yz' ' 
8 Yz " x 11 " pages. x 11 " pages. 
#BW7426 ..... .. $10.95 #BR3626 . . . .. . $10.95 · 

GUN DIGEST BOOK OF PART I: AUTOMATIC PISTOLS 
FIREARMS ASSEMBLY/ #FP8616 .. .. . ... . .... . $10.95 
DISASSEMBLY PART II : REVOLVERS 

$ 

Book # 
$ 

Book# 
$ 

Book # 
$ 

Book # 

PISTOLS OF THE 
WORLD ,Revised Edition 

By Ian V. Hogg & John Weeks 
Fully revised authoritative 
encyclopedia of over 2000 
handgun descriptions and 600 
illustrations covering every 
model worthy of note intro
duced since 1870 . 304 8 'h' ' 
x 11 '' pages . 

#PW8226 . .. . . $12.95 

GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 
SHOTGUNGUNSMITHING 

By Ralph Walker 
One of the nation s premier 
shotgun specialists explain s 
the princ iple s and practices 
of repairing. individualizing 
and accurizing modem scatter
guns . Much here never 
covered before . 256 8 Yz " x 
11 " pages. 
#SG 291 6 . $10.95 
THE TRAPPER'S 
HANDBOOK 

By Rick Jamison 
All the ins and outs of suc
cessful trapping from making 
scent to marketing the/elts . 
Covers coyote , red an grey 
fox, skunk , opposum , badger, 
muskrat, mink , beaver and 
raccoon. 224 8Yz' ' x 11 " pages. 

c 
Send These 

FRE Ei 

Book # 

Book# 

Book # 

Book # 

Please send the DBI books lis ted above. 

TOTAL ENCLOSED$ 
10-DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. 
ALLOW 4-5 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY. 

DBI BOOKS INC . Dept 851 9 
One Northfield P laza , Northf ie ld . IL 60093 

Name 

Address 
By J. B Wood #FR8626 . . .. . . $10.95 

Field-stripping and complete PART Ill : RIMFIRE RIFLES City _ _ 1 
takedown and reassembl y of #RR8636 . . . . . . $10.95 I 
201 popu lar fi rearm s with PART IV: CENTERFIRE RIFLES Sta te Zip __ : 
photos and text describing # CR8646 .. .. . . $10.95 Offer Expires February 28, 1985. I 

each step . Each book con- PART V: SHOTGUNS U.S. & Canada only. Sorry, no APO's or 1

1 ta ins 288-320 8 V, " x 11 " #SR865 6 . .. .... . $10.95 
pages. PART VI : LAW ENFORCEMENT FPO's . Check or money order must accompa ny 1 
ORDER INDIVIDUALLY WEAPONS #LW8666 . . .. $10.95 order. Please do not send cash. I 

'--------------- - --------------- ------ - '..-- - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -•I 



PROTECT 
YOUR GUNS 
FROM 
THE 
PEOPLE 
YOU LOVE 
At last! A gun rug with a LOCK 

Over4 in. 
bbl. S24.95 
Lined S29.95 
Over 4 in. S32.95 

0 

I 

Here's The Protector-the first gun 
rug made with a lock to safeguard 

your family and friends while it pro
tects your guns. You can't buy a better 

gun rug any way you look at it. 
• Covers are Cordura nylon. 

DuPont's hi-tech material that 
outperforms hose duck , ballastic 

nylon and leather, too , in some ways. 
• Choice of Black or Camouflage 

in all five sizes . 
• Padding is a full half-inch of 

waterproof foam. 
• Lining is soft, nylon tricot. 2 

• Bindings, handles are tough 
nylon webbing. Won't crack 

or scuff. 
• Strong zippers pass a 

90 lb . breakage test. 

4 
Model 211 Lock 

5 

Sizes 0, I 

s99s 
each 

Fits your 
revolver like 
a GLOVE 

· Sizes 2, 4, 5 

Exactly fits all standard 
Ruger, Colt, S&W revolv
ers, 9mm. & .45 autos. 
Wet-molded at 5400 psi 
to actual makes , models, 
bbl. lengths. Hand
selected , hand-rubbed 
top grain cowhide in 
smooth Russet or Black. 
Comes unlined, or lined 
with sueded cowhide . . 
Model BB. 

The Protector is the only 
locked gun rug you can buy 
that positively protects your 
people and your guns. 

5 sizes to fit 98% of all guns 
Size 0- .25 auto. 
Size 1- 2" & 3" rev. 
Size 2-4 " rev., 9 mm. & 
.45 auto . 
Size 4-6" & 7" heavy rev. 
& auto.· 
Size 5-7" to 7 1fl' ' heavy rev. 

New SLIP OFF 
holster fits 
guns precisely 
Slip Off Tub means easy 
removal from belt or pants. 
Holster is precision mold
ed from top grain cow
hide for 2, 21h, 4 in. re
volvers , 9 mm. and .45 
autos. Get lightening draw 
and full security from 
sueded leather lining and 
thumb-break. Colors: Rus
set , Black. Model BW. 

"When ordering ( 11 state item model number (2) stat e make. modefbbl . length of gun (31 state color of it em. 'Add $2 .50 per item for hdlg . 
& shippin~ . ·cet Brauer mini -catalog$) .00. 'Check or M.O . . no C.0.0. 'Missouri add 5% ta x. "Prices and specifications subject to 
change without notice. "Money back if not satisfied. 

~ B~!.\~1~o~w~3~~~ .. ~f:~0a@• 

HANDLOADING 
Continued f rom page 16 

grain jacketed solids or Lyman's 240-grain 
429421, Keith-type, gas check. 

"I believe that what this basically boils 
down to is using the heaviest bullet in the 
heaviest loading which is safe for your 
weapon, but which you can also comfortably 
control for accurate first and fast follow-up 
shots. I even carry an extra loading of .44 
Magnum ammo using full-metal-jacket sil
houette bullets in case I have to flush out a 
suspect from behind oil drums, concrete 
block walls, etc. I'm going to hunt cover and 
make him move, rather than taking a chance 
on trying for better position and getting 
shot!" 

This officer's comments on the effective
ness of various bullet types and weights are 
well taken . However, since he didn't mention 
specific charge weights and powders for 
some of the bullets he uses, I'll list a couple 
that have worked well for me. None of the 
soft-lead, cup-point bullets have to be fired at 
high velocities to be effective in relatively 
soft media, although they're not much for 
penetration at handgun velocities. Realizing 
this, one can load them as special-use bullets 
that provide the advantages of low recoil and 
quick recovery for follow-up shots. A mag
num case isn't necessary for this level of 
loading. I like 3.0 grains of either HP-38 or 
Red Dot behind the Hydra-Shock- or the 
inverted Speer hollow-base in .38 Special 
loads. Both powders stand sufficiently high 
on the burning-rate list to be effective in 
barrels ranging in length from two to six 
inches. Velocities are moderate, usually 
between 600 and 750 fps, depending on bar
rel length and other factors, but this takes 
little from short-range performance. 

• • • 
A few years ago, I reported the effective

ness of graphite soft gas checks in reducing 
bore leading. Soon thereafter, the firm that 
distributed the sheets discontinued opera
tions. However, the idea of using soft gas 
checks to reduce leading has blossomed 
again. This time the medium is a modern wax 
formula that is sold in thin 3" x 6" sheets. 
The stuff is thumbpressed against the mouth 
of the case, over the powder charge, after 
which the bullet is seated. It's important to let 
the bullet push the wax plug on in , because at 
no time should there be space between it and 
the base of the bullet. I've tested these wax 
gas checks with several loads involving soft 
lead bullets and have determined that leading 
is reduced. The wax maintains full contact 
with the bore, then is vaporized as it exits the 
muzzle. It seems to work as well as graphite, 
and at a lower cost. Boxes of 20 sheets each 
are available for $10, postpaid in the U.S., 
from CFVentures, Dept. AH, 509 Harvey 
Dr. , Bloomington, IN 47401. 

The address for sharing your comments on 
handloading tools and components as well as 
tips on better handloads is Handloading, 
Rt. 1, Box 7, Llano, CA 93544. ., 
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CARRY GUN 
MODIFICATIONS 
A select panel of experts 
tell what they would and 
wouldn't do to an auto 
pistol before banking 
their life on it. 

By Greg Moats 

Participants in practical shooting have 
found themselves on the cutting edge of 

defensive weapon-craft technology. By not 
cluttering the rules with numerous limita
tions on weapons and accessories, a spon
taneous evolution has resulted. Course 
design has caused a natural selection process; 
things that work are improved and expanded, 
things that don't work are dropped . Due to 
this /,aissezfaire procedure, equipment used 
in these events has evolved from the single 
action revolver (used in the earliest days 
when the sport was little more than an 
expanded fast-draw) through the double 
action revolver phase to today's standard of 
semi-automatic pistols. While this evolution 
has resulted in equipment and refinements 
that would make John Browning feel 
humbled, it has also caused a good deal of 
confusion as to which alterations are neces
sary and which are frivolous. As in any man
agement decision, one must look at the 
alternatives in terms of what are absolute 
criteria and what are desirable criteria. Let's 
face it, the Model 1911Al .45 Auto is very 
adequate as a defensive handgun as it comes 
out of the box; most of the refinements made 
for it are designed to make it easier and more 
comfortable to handle well, few are designed 
to make it function better. 

The plethora of add-ons and equipment 
has resulted in two dichotomous groups, gen
erally labelled "gamesmen" and "martial
artists." While the gamesmen look at prac
tical shooting as a sport, trying to get every 
advantage they can to shave a second off their 
time or add a point to their score, the martial
artists tend to look at the events as scored 
street fights and therefore take a pragmatic 
view of what they would be willing to actu
ally carry into the encounter. 

Three of the most prominent "pragmatists" 
in the practical shooting arena are John 
Farnham, Ken Hackathorn and Massad 
Ayoob. While each is a prolific writer on the 
subject of streetworthy equipment and tac
tics, we decided to poll all three and compare 
their responses to questions regarding what 
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These two autos built by Bud Price reflect thoughts of experts. 

makes a good carry gun for the typical IPSC 
competitor. 
Question: Should the pistol be a shortened 
model or a full length version? 
Ayoob: It should be shortened if necessary 
for a small person. If so, I recommend a 
Commander with a 5" ported barrel. It will 
carry like a Commander, have the ballistics 
of a full length Government Model and the 
recoil of a Browning High Power. 
Hackathorn: Probably shortened and if so it 
should be a Lightweight Commander. 
Farnham: It should definitely be shortened. 
Question: Should it have fixed sights or 
adjustable? 
Ayoob: It should probably not have adjust
able sights ; only ifthe shooter is using many 
different rounds. 
Hackathorn: It should have fixed sights. 
Farnham: It should have fixed sights. 
Question: What brands of sights do you 
recommend? 
Ayoob: I'm currently using a Bill Wilson 
fixed sight. 
H.ackathorn: I like the Swenson and Heinie 
fixed sights. 
Farnham: MMC and Millet make good 
fixed sights. 
Question: What about the front sight con
figuration and should it have colored 
inserts? 
Ayoob: It should have a serrated ramp front 

sight blade. The front blade and the rear sight 
should both be plain black unless the shooter 
is a night shift Police Officer, then they 
should both be white. 
Hackathorn: The front sight should be a 
modified post like the Tappan front blade. 
For a carry gun, I like the night sights made 
by Self Powered Lighting Inc. (8 Westchester 
Plaza, Elmsford, NY 10523). 
Farnham: I like either the serrated ramp or 
the modified post. Colored inserts tend to 
washout and become hard to see. I like plain 
black. 
Question: What type of thumb safety 
should it have? 
Ayoob: Due to holster availability, I recom
mend the factory short thumb safety. Thumb 
break holsters have a tendency to disengage 
extended or built-up thumb safeties. If the 
shooter is left handed, I recommend the short 
Colt ambidextrous safety. 
Hackathorn: The standard short safety as it 
comes from the factory, if the shooter is left 
handed they should use the short factory 
ambidextrous safety. 
Farnham: The natural swinging of your 
arms has a tendency to rub against and disen
gage a left handed safety if worn on the right 
side of the body, or a right handed safety if 
worn on the left side of the body. Therefore, I 
recommend the standard factory safety for a 

Continued 011 page 24 
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A SAFETY MESSAGE FROM COLT 

'l\lways be sure 
the liammer · 

rests on an emnty 
· chantber.'' 

Bill Blankenship 
Six-Time National Pistol Champion 
Double Gold Medal World Champion 

T hil)k back about one-hundred and fifty years years of established safety requirements, they can 
of handgun history. From the Walker to the famous make them dangerous for all of us. And honestly, in 
Single Action Army, to today's MK IV Series 80, good this day and age, we should know a lot more about the 
shooters have always known the basics of handgun safe use of our handguns than our forefathers. 
safety. No safe shooter would point his gun at anything Never carry your revolver or automatic with a 
he did not intend to shoot. Nor would he ever carry his chambered round. Always read carefully all the liter-
sidearm with a chambered round under the hammer ature on gun safety supplied by the manufac-
unless his situation required this state of readiness. turer ... and abide by it. Colt, with all of us, loves the 
Handgunners have known for years that was danger- sport of shooting. But it is a sport of responsibility. A 
ous. We must remember today what has been com- sport where safety is paramount. Being a good 
mon knowledge for over 150 years. shooter ... means being a safe shooter. 

Shooting is a sport ofresponsibility, a sport JtA•lllJllll! 
where the equipment absolutely cannot be 
taken for granted. No matter how classic or 
modern the firearm, no matter who made it, 
safety is the byword of our sport. 

For example, if you drop almost any fully 
loaded gun, even a Colt Government Model pistol 
made prior to the MK IV Series 80 pistols, it can go 
off if it has a round in the chamber. 

Also the "half cock" notch is not a carrying 
safety, because if the hammer is not securely engag
ed in its notch, the gun can accidentally discharge. 

Does this mean that handguns, even Colts, are 
dangerous? No! But when people don't abide by 150 

,;:;t :T For Safety's 
~Sake. 

Hartford, CT 06101 

© 1984 Colt Industries Operating Corp 

Free instruction manuals and safety information are available on request. 
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CARRY GUNS 
Continued from page 22 

right handed shooter and the standard short 
Colt ambidextrous safety with the outside 
portion ground off for a left handed shooter. 
This will leave the ambidextrous portion for 
them to disengage without the standard side 

·to be accidentally rubbed into an unsafe 
condition. 
Question: Should it have a beavertail grip 
safety? 
Ayoob: Yes, I like the MS Safari Arms. 
Hackathorn: Yes, probably the MS Safari 
Arms is as good as any. 
Farnham: Yes, I like the Hogue grip safety, 
the bigger ones seem to get in the way. 
Question: What should be checkered? 
Ayoob: I have no preference regarding 
checkering the main spring housing, the front 
strap probably should not be checkered . If 
the shooter puts his weak hand index finger in 
front of the trigger guard when he shoots, 
then it should definitely be checkered, if not, 
then it should definitely not be checkered. 
Hackathorn: The mainspring housing and 
the front strap should be checkered, the front 
of the trigger guard should be left alone. 
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Farnham: I like light, almost smooth check
ering on the mainspring housing and the front 
strap, but the trigger guard should not be 
checkered. 
Question: Should the magazine well be 
funnelled? 
Ayoob: Yes, but not an exaggerated amount . 
Hackathorn: Just a standard bevel. 
Farnham: It should be bevelled just enough 
to break a sharp edge and there should defi
nitely be no flares or external funnels. 
Question: What should the trigger pull 
be? 
Ayoob: It should be no less than 41/2 lbs. 
When holding the pistol at the ready position 
or when covering a person , you're under 
extreme stress. Therefore, you don't want too 
light of a trigger pull. 
Hackathorn: The trigger pull should be kept 
at 4 lbs. to minimize accidental discharges. 
Anyone putting a trigger pull lighter than 3 1/ 2 

lbs. on a carry gun is making a terrible 
mistake. 
Farnham: The trigger pull should be abso
lutely no less than 4 lbs. Anything less and 
you're flirting with disaster. 
Question: Should it have extended or 
ambidextrous slide releases? 
Ayoob: No! Your hand will hit it while firing 
and lock the slide back. 
Hackathorn: No! 
Farnham: No! 
Question: Should the recoil spring be 
altered? 
Ayoob: Leave the recoil spring alone. You 

must have a locked wrist to insure that the 
pistol will function with a heavy spring and/ 
or a spring guide. John Browning, Colt and 
history all support the use of the standard 17 
lb. recoil spring. 
Hackathorn: I like using a heavy spring and 
a shock buff for both Government Models 
and Commanders. 
Farnham: Heavy springs, spring guides and 
buffers are unnecessary. The .45 is 
engineered from the factory to function with 
hardball, I very strongly recommend leaving 
all of that other garbage out of the recoil 
system. 
Question: Should the slide to frame fit be 
altered? 
Ayoob: No! 
Hackathorn: No! 
Farnham: As the .45's come from the fac
tory, they're a little cobby, so a little tighten
ing is O.K ., however there must be a little 
slop in the fit to insure reliability. 
Question: Should the barrel and/or bush
ing be replaced? 
Ayoob: Again , in a Commander I recom
mend a 5" Colt Government barrel or a Bar
Sto if and only if installed by Irv Stone ofBar
Sto. Irv's installations are 90 3 of an accuracy 
job. I like solid bushings properly fitted to be 
hand tight. 
Hackathorn: I don't see a reason to replace 
the barrel , possibly the bushing, if so then it 
should be fitted loose enough to be 
removed without tools. 
Farnham: Probably keep the factory barrel , 
however, absolutely no collet bushings 
should be used on a carry gun. 
Question: What type of finish or plating 
should the carry gun have? 
Ayoob: Unless the shooter is on a SWAT 
team they will want an offender to see it and 
recognize it when they draw the pistol , there
fore I recommend a light colored finish such 
as Nitex . 
Hackathorn: I have no preference on a 
carry gun , however, I like the look of a two 
tone finish on most automatics . A hard 
chromed frame and a blue slide makes for an 
attractive .45 . 
Farnham: I like a one tone finish that is as 
nearly rust proof as it can be. 
Question: What type of grips should be on 
a carry gun? 
Ayoob: Leave the standard factory grips on 
it. 
Hackathorn: My favorite grips are Aaron 
Hogue's diamond wood grips . 
Farnham: I think that the checkered factory 
wood grips are fine, I don't like rubber grips. 
The more the grip approximates the shape of 
a cylinder, the harder it is for your hand to tell 
where the barrel is pointing, therefore, I don't 
like fat grips. 
Question: Are there any other alterations 
that should be made? 
Ayoob: It should be throated to allow 
flawless feeding with hollow points. 
Hackathorn: The pistol should definitely 
have the barrel ramp throated and polished. I 
believe that a heavy firing pin spring should 
be used on a carry gun; this keeps the firing 
pin stop from falling down and it also reduces 
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the chance of an accidental discharge if the 
pistol is dropped on its muzzle, and unfortu
nately carry guns do get dropped! 
Farnham: The barrel should be throated and 
I recommend that the ejection port be 
enlarged , even on a Commander. This is 
necessary to insure that an entire cartridge 
can be ejected in case you have a dud round. 
Question: What kind of ammo do you rec
ommend be carried in this carry gun? 
Ayoob: Due to penetration, hardball is dan
gerous; I like Federal 185 gr. jacketed hollow 
points. 
Hackathorn: I like 190 gr. SuperVel or 
Frontier 230 gr. flat points. 
Farnham: I go with Winchester 230 gr. 
hardball or Winchester 185 gr. Silvertip. 
Occasional ly, SuperVel bullets will get set 
back into the case upon feeding; I might 
carry one in the chamber but not in the 
magazine. 
Question: What type of holster should this 
pistol be carried in? 
Ayoob: A Bianchi #3 inside the pants holster. 
Hackathorn: I like the Milt Sparks Summer 
Special inside the pants holster. 
Farnham: For external strong side carry, 
Alessi and DeSantis make good carry hol
sters. For inside the pants holsters, I like Milt 
Sparks Summer Special. 

Bud Price, master pistolsmith from Com
merce, Oklahoma , donated his efforts in 
building two pistols that closely followed 
these suggestions. These pistols were given 
as prizes, one for first place and one given in 
a random drawing, at the IPSC Indoor 
Championships held in suburban Kansas City 
on March 17th and 18th, 1984. The identically 
customized Combat Commanders had 
checkered mainspring housings and front
straps, checkered at 30 lines per inch. Each 
was fitted with a long Bill Wilson trigger with 
an over-travel stop that dropped the hammer 
crisply at 4 lbs. The pistols were each fitted 
with fixed Swenson sights and a plain black 
modified ramp front sight blade. The frames 
and slides of both pistols sported a silverish , 
non-glare Metaloy finish , donated by "Met
aloy" Industries, Inc. of Berryville, Arkan
sas. Metaloy not only provides a semi-self
lubricating finish , it also provides a finish that 
is almost impervious to rust. The pistols were 
fitted with MS Safari Arms beavertail grip 
safeties, and although the panel of experts 
didn't recommend ambidextrous safeties, 
each was fitted with one in case they were 
won by a left handed shooter. The end result 
was a very attractive, "streetworthy," carry 
gun without all of the "bells and whistles" 
found on the competition pistols that scare 
away the tyros. 

There's an old maxim that states, "when 
people are free to do as they please, they 
frequently imitate each other." Such seems to 
frequently be the case in the sport of practical 
shooting, where gadgets are utilized often 
because everyone else has one. In the case of 
our panel's recommendations, every altera
tion has a definite function , based on the 
expert's experience. Should you follow their 
advice, you'll have a carry ~ 
gun that you'll be proud of. ~ 

LEAD BUILD-UP 

*WIPE AWAY™ 
GUN CLEANING CLOTH 

JUST Wt PE AWAY LEAD, BURN RINGS , & CARBON BUILD-U P 
ON HANDGUNS, RIFLES & SHOTGUNS 

THIS AMAZING CLOTH CLEANS, LEAVES A SPARKLING FINISH, 
IS INEXPENSIVE & LONG LASTING 

... I can vouch lor •I real ly working . Ju51 one or 
1wo swipes ol the ctolh and leading around barrel 
disappears .... " 

-Jerome Rakusan (Edilor ) 
A mer ican Handgunner 

Magazine 
" .... For removing lead ing & carbon build-up 
WIPE AWAY IS !he best lhal I have worked 
with l o date . · 

- BobZw1rz 
Eastern Editorial Di recl or 

Gun World And Ann uals 

1. Removing lead from the forcing cone . barrel and cy· 
linders is no longer a task Simply cul a l f2° J1:1 / 2" 
patch and wrap 11 around an o ld brush ol the same cal 
iber . A lillle scrubb ing and the lead is gone . Follow lh1s 
wit h a clean gun patch and 1ha1 pan is done 

2. To clean the lace ol the cylinders simply wipe thP 
lead away . 

3 . Lightly w ipe the eJi: terior w ith the WIPE AWAY 
followed by a clean cloth and lhe job is finished 

Wi th the WIPE AWAY, 11 is no longer a messy and t ime 
consuming job 10 crean a handgun . 

Look for It at your Local OHier, or send $4.95 & 1.00 P & H to: 

Belltown, Ltd.-P.O. Box 74, Rt. 37, Sherman, CT 06784 PATENTED 

THE LEWIS LEAD REMOVER p 
SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED 

$11.75 

I ~ =================:'., 
Ji. ~ _ ... ~ ... 

Revolver Cleanin1 Kit. Remove• leadin1 from 
Forcin1 Cone, Cylinder, and Barrel. Available in 
either 38-41-44-45 cal. Bra11 cloth patcheo (Pk. 10) 
$2 .30 . Order direct or from your dealer. Check or 
Money Order. 

~ GUN SPECIAL TIES INC. P C'. Box 31 
~ College Park, Georgia 30337 

WAR RELICS 
Free catalog. German & 
other mili taria-helmets, 
daggers , badges , arm
bands . etc . (Dealers 
please inquire .) 

LITARIA INTERNATIONAL 
P.O. BOX 5511 

CONCORD, CA 84124 

133-30 32nd AVENUE, FLUSHING, NEW YORK 11354 (212) 762-8181 
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DOUBLE BllllllEL 
BllCK-UP 

This officer found the 
ADC derringer in . 44 
Special to be a powerful 
one-two punch that is 
easily concealed. 

By Stephen E. Crudele 

Shortly after starting my career as a police 
officer I read Joseph Wambaugh's excel

lent book, "The Onion Field." This thor
oughly convinced me that I should carry a 
back-up weapon on duty in addition to my 
issue .38 Special . This back-up gun had to be, 
by necessity, small and concealable. With this 
criteria to go by I found myself trying several 
different makes of small autos in .22LR and 
.25 ACP and for the past several years I have 
carried the High Standard .22 Mag. der
ringer. The thought that one day I might have 
to use one of these underpowered pistols to 
save my life has always left me feeling a little 
uneasy. What I really needed was a small 
handgun capable of firing a large caliber bul
let with reasonable close range accuracy. 
When I found out that the American Der
ringer Corporation of Waco, Texas was man
ufacturing just such a gun, I put in my order 
for one chambered in .44 Special. Five 
months later my gun arrived, and as I 
wrapped my hand around the stainless steel 
derringer I knew my search had ended. 

A Texan's derringer, small yet big! 
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"Whoa, Silver, steady boy!" Rearing up, the .44 Special derringer recoils. 

The author chewed up the X-ring from 10 feet with rapidly placed shots. 
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Upon examining the gun I found the over
all quality of workmanship to be very good. 
The stainless steel is polished to a shiny 
lustre. Operation of the derringer is simple. 
A lever on the right side of the frame is 
pivoted down and forward to unlock the bar-
rels which can then be pivoted upward and to 
the rear. A thumb extractor is located on the 
left side of the barrels to remove the spent 
casings. A spring loaded screw located on the 
left side of the frame is used to lock the 
barrels in place after loading. One of the 
main , and justifiably so, objections to this 
type derringer has been that if dropped, they 
have a tendency to land on their hammers and 
fire the piece. The A.D.C. has solved this 
problem by the addition of a hammer block 
safety located on the left side of the frame 
above the grip. Before loading the gun, the 
hammer is drawn slightly past the half-cock 
position and the safety button pressed in
ward. The hammer is then lowered to the 
half-cock position and rests on the hammer 
block. The gun can now be safely loaded 
and carried. 

In the .44 Special chambering, the manu
facturer supplies a warning about the severe 
recoil it generates. Enroute to the range I had 
visions of my battered wrist being wrapped 
in an Ace bandage for the duration of the 
summer. Upon firing the derringer with 
Winchester factory ammunition , I was 
pleased to find that my fears had been un
founded . While the recoil is sharp, it is not 
painful and is even controllable. Even inex
perienced shooters found the recoil to be 
much less than they anticipated and not 
objectionable. Of course, nobody fired more 
than a few rounds per session. To fire more 
than 20 or so rounds at one sitting may well 
prove to be painful. 

Being a firm believer in the Jeff Cooper 
school of thought on stopping power was one 
of the factors in choosing the gun in .44 
Special caliber. The other was the diversity of 
reloads which can be concocted in this cham
bering. It must be stated, however, that the 
manufacturer does not warrant the gun if 
fired with other than factory ammo. 

Before heading to the range I loaded some 
rounds in an attempt to improve stopping 
power over the factory round nose loads · 
while at the same time reduce recoil. This I 
achieved by loading 232 gr. SWC Alberts' 
bullets over 5 .1 grs. of Red Dot. I also made 
up a batch of multi-projectile loads using 
Speer shot capsules and . 350 dia. round balls. 
Three balls are loaded in the capsule over 7 
grs. of Unique. At the chronograph, Win-
chester 246 gr. factory RN loads went 
through the skyscreens at 625 fps. This 
works out to a RSP on Cooper's short for-
mula of about a 23 . A 20 is considered to be 
the minimum required for personal defense. 
The 232 gr. SWC's coasted along at an aver
age velocity of 610 fps . This figures out to a 
RSP of 26 which isn't bad out of a 15 oz . gun. 
The recoil of this load was noticeably lighter 
than the factory round. The roundball loads 
clocked 705 fps and if fired at close range at 
an opponent should serve to get his undivided 
attention in a hurry. In terms of stopping 

Continued on page 66 

WHEN THE ONLY "GAME" 
YOU PLAY IS CALLED ... 

YOU BET YOUR LIFE! 
1f " REAL WORLD" COMBAT REVOLVERS 
1f HUNTING HANDGUNS 
1f SINGLE & DOUBLE ACTION 
1f VISA & MASTER CARD 

FOR CATALOG, SEND $1 .00 TO: 

1f PROMPT SERVICE 
1f ACTION TUNING FRO M $45.00 
1f S & WAND RUGER SPECIALISTS 
1f IN BUSINESS SINCE 1963 
1f N.R.A. LIFE MASTER SHOOTERS 

!tOLLINC THUNDER CUNWOJ\KS 
6605 WAREHILL LANE, DEPT. AH-1, SANTA ROSA, CA 95404 

SMITH & WESSON 
M odel 629 S1a111 tess 44 M <ignurn, M odet 63 
Stainless .22 Cahbcr, M odel 686 Stainless 357 
Magnum. Manufac iured by SM ITH & WESSON , 
111 a 1Jeau11ful handcrafted cherry presentat ion 

The Bank of Harri sbu rg and SMITH & WESSON are honored to 
present a specia l of fer for gun enthusiasts. Choose an investment plan 
f rom those listed below, and we wi ll ship your set of SM ITH & 
W ESSONS, prepaid, to you r licensed federa l firea rms dealer. Receive 
the immediate enjoyinent of your interest today, and 100% of you r 
investment is returned at matur ity . 

These Sets Make Excellent Holiday Gifts! 

INVESTMENT MATURITY* 
$ 2,000 
$ 2,300 
$ 2,900 
$ 4,200 
$ 8,000 
$·12,000 
$24,000 

10 Years 
8 Years 
6 Years 
4 Years 
2 Years 

12 Months 
6 Months 

·No w11111tr,1w.il prour ro inanmrv St11ppecl prepaid dore1:1ly 10 your 

.met p 1ic PS suh JCC1 to ch.inqc 

~the bank ;;;I OF HARRISBURG 
JUS T N O RTH O F TH E SQU ARE A T 2WCS T W A LNU T 

l~ 7693 ~ 1 MEit H f()I C 

For more information: 

The Bank of Harrisburg 
2 West Walnut 
Harr isburg, IL 62946 MEMBER FDIC 

DEPOSITORS INSURED 
TO $100,000 

618-252-3030 

Name _____ _______ _ 

Telephone ____ _ ______ _ 

Address ___________ _ 

I City _______ _______ _ 

I State_· ______ ZIP ____ _ 

I_ ____ _ __ - ~ J 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER •JANUARY/FEBRUARY 1985 27 



New Speed, New Power 
for the 

By John Ta/fin 
CoLT.45 

F rom 1873 to 1935, the most powerful 
handgun cartridge was the .45 Colt. 

When the .357 Magnum came along, the .45 
lost many of its followers, though many 
returned to the .45. It was the introduction of 
the .44 Magnum which really eclipsed the 
.45. 

Yet it did not die . Reloaders found that the 
.45 could be loaded to 900-1,000 fps, ifthere 
were a strong enough revolver to handle it. 

This brings us to a whole new class of .45 
Colt sixguns. What I am about to report 
should result in a lot of skepticism. To be 
perfectly truthful, I don't think I would 
believe it unless I had actually loaded, shot, 
chronographed, and collected the data. But 
rm getting ahead of the story, so let's back up 
a mite. 

A few months ago, a phone call was 
received from a young Cody, Wyoming , 
gunsmith, one John Linebaugh. Being very 
enthusiastic about his pet project, he had my 
attention quickly, although I had a lot of 
doubts. Sensing my doubt, his reaction was 
"Let me send you a test handgun and you can 
see for yourself.' 

fll quote from a letter received from John: 
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Here's a single action 
that . 

conversion 
. brings new dimen
sions of power to the 
.45 Colt cartridge. 

The 260 grain bullet at J 700 + FPS 
punches through 114" steel. 

"I'm sure my guns will stay on a car door 
sized target to half a mile if you can hold 
'em. There are bigger guns, both in caliber 
and size. We only claim 50 to 90% over a 
.44 Magnum, 1500 to 2000 ft lbs energy in 
7 1/ 2 

/1 or longer barrels." 
Now that's quite a claim! John goes on: 

"Practical, this gun uses .45 Long Colt 
brass (that's what he said, .45 Colt Brass!), 
bullets and readily available components. 
No brass forming, reaming, trimming, etc. 
No special dies or malarky. Use readily 
available bullets, moulds, powder, etc . ... 
It is a total custom sixgun in barrel lengths 
from 4 3A /1 to 1011 or 12 11

• It is packable in 
reasonable length barrels and handy enough 
for use from defense to hunting. The guns 
hold to the heavy single action tradition and 
are not specialized like the single shot TCs. 
They can handle factory or equivalent loads 
and be at home under your pillow or on your 
belt, or be moved up the ladder to full poten
tial with our recommended hand.loads and 
be used successfully on the largest game. 
I'm old school (that means single action), 
and use and build common sense sixguns." 

Now that got my attention real quick! That 
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old idea, .45 Colt brass is weak , came 
quickly to mind, but after shooting a test 
Linebaugh Custom Sixgun for two months, I 
will lay that notion to rest forever. I am now 
thoroughly convinced that everything John 
s\i.ys is true and I haven't taken a wooden 
dowel and mallet with me since my first 
shooting session. I just knew I would have to 
pound cases out of the cylinder, but it just 
didn't happen. All loads I tried extracted 
easily. No stuck cases, no blown primers, not 
even flattened primers . 

Linebaugh's Custom Sixguns are conver
sions on existing frames . He prefers, in 
order, to work with Sevilles, Abilenes, 
Virginians, and Ruger Supers. The test gun I 
received is an original El Dorado from Serial 
#125. The El Dorados became the Sevilles 
and Abilenes after the company split. John 
tuned the action, fitted a custom six-shot cyl
inder (not five-shot), and barrel, and a new 
front sight. Both front sight and ejector rod 
housing are held on with socket head screws, 
and they stay on. The key to the conversion, 
as John shared with me, is two-fold: close 
tolerances and an oversize cylinder. By this it 
is meant that John utilizes every thousandth 
of an inch of the frame in fitting the largest 
and longest unftuted cylinder possible. Barrel 
cylinder gap is .002", with the back of the 
barrel flush with the frame; not protruding 
through as on all other sixguns. The gun 
appears to be stainless in the pictures. It is 
not. It is still in the white and will be blued 
later. 

With some trepidation I began to load for 
the Linebaugh .45. These loads are so far 
above .45 Colt loads I will call them .45 
LCM (Linebaugh Colt Magnum) for want of 
a better name at this time. All loads were 
assembled with WW brass and CCI Magnum 
Pistol Primers. All bullets were sized to .452 
for the .451 custom barrel. I started with new 
brass, full length resizing before loading , a 
recommended practice for all loading. 
Results were astounding! That is putting it 
mildly, with all loads checked and re-checked 

Linebaugh's custom .45 rides well in Goerg shoulder holster. 

on an Oehler Model 12 chronograph. See 
Table #1. 

Loads #1, 2, 3, were all fired at 50 meter 
chickens and 100 meter pigs , showing sil
houette match accuracy. Lyman #454424 is, 
of course, the standard Keith semi-wadcutter, 
weighing 258 grains with my 2:1 type metal , 
lead alloy. All cases extracted easily except 
loads #9 and #14 which just began to show 
some stickiness and slight resistance to 
extraction. All other loads performed 
flawlessly with cases being loaded and re
loaded a total of four times with no problems. 

After talking with John concerning the 
ab'ove results , he suggested I try some 
300-400 gr. bullets . With this in mind he sent 
me fifty 310 gr. and twenty 330 gr. bullets and 

I came up with a supply of Lyman #457124, 
385 gr . .45-70 bullets which were sized to 
.452 before loading. N .E.I. Mould #310.454 
produced the 310 gr. bullets which actually 
came out 315 grains, while the 330.454 is a 
Ross Seyfreid N.E.I. design weighing in at 
332 grains . Both are Keith semi-wadcutters. 
Since I had such a small supply of these heavy 
bullets, I did something which is not nor
mally acceptable. That is , top loads were 
assembled instead of working up. This is not 
a recommended practice . See Table #2. 

Both loads #18 and #19 were fired at 100 
yards with five-shot groups that could be 
covered with one's hand. That's better than I 
can see! Load #20 was assembled using Hor
nady .458 diameter jacketed bullets sized to 

Author demonstrates that full house loads in Linebaugh's custom .45 does have considerable recoil. 
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.452. This was accomplished by oiling the 
bullets and running them through my Star 
Lubri-sizer. Recoil of all three loads off sand
bags is fierce with the knuckle of my middle 
finger getting slapped with every shot. Loads 
#21-23 became downright painful being the 
same as a factory .45-70 from a 32" rifle! 
This from a sixgun! All six of these loads are 
no problem recoilwise when fired off-hand. 

It might be proper at this time to look at 
some muzzle energies. Being a loyal fan of 
the .44 Magnum, I do not intend to minimize 
it in any way, the .45 Linebaugh Colt Mag
num is just simply more gun. 

Factory .44 Magnums call for 240 gr. bul
lets at 1350 fps, say 1450 from a 10" barrel. 
That figures out to 1150 foot pounds of 
energy. My hand lOad of 310 gr. bullets at 
1400 fps yields 1349 FP. Compare the follow-
ing: . 

.357 Magnum · 158 gr. 1550 fps = 845 FP 
.44Magnum 240gr. 1450fps= 1150FP 
. 44Magnum 310gr. 1400fps= 1349FP 
.45 LCM 200 gr. 1678 fps= 1628 FP 
.45 LCM 330 gr. l<i04 fps= 1896 FP 

Linebaugh promised 50 to 90% more 
muzzle energy than a .44 Magnum and I 
achieved more than a 65 % increase easily. 

Do not, repeat, do not attempt to use 
any of these loads in any other .45 Colt. 
The results could be disastrous. The .45 
Linebaugh Colt is designed to handle 
these pressures, other .45's are not. 

30 

1. Frank Paris Bowling Pin, 
Integral Porting. No 

Recessing ol Bore 

2. Michigan Armament, Ported 
through Slide Bushing 

and Barrel 

3. Browning Hi·Power, 
Extended Barrel 

4. Colt Government, Ported 
through Slide Bushing 

and Barrel 
5. 41 SSK Avenger Conversion, 

Port.ad through Slide Barrel 
and Bushing 

6. Jim Clark Custom Bowling 
Pin Gun, Integral Porting. 
· No Recessing ol Bore 

260 grain bullet moving at J,600 fps penetrated JO incites into solid wood. 

Cases were miked before and after firing 
with some interesting results. Cases mea
sured .478" in diameter directly ahead of the 
web before firing. Here are measured diame
ters after firing: 

ColtSA43/4" (1950'sMFG.) .478" 
Colt SA 7112" (1950'sMFG.) .479" 
ColtNF5112" (1980 MFG.) .484" 
Ruger 7112" Blackhawk 

(1971 MFG.) .483" 
Linebaugh custom .480" 

This simply means long brass life in my 
older Colts and Linebaugh Custom Sixgun, 
and. short brass life for heavy loadings in the 
New Frontier and Ruger, as they both allow 
.005-.006" expansion. 

Thrice, as I was shooting the .45LCM, the 
question was asked, "Why?" My response 
was simply because it is possible. John's six
gun perfonns exactly as he promised. With 
over 1000 heavy loads fired, the test gun is 
still tight , performed flawlessly and 
impressively. 

Linebaugh is also offering conversions of 

Ruger Redhawks to .45 Colt, Colt Python to 
.41 Magnum, plus Single Action conversions 
in .45 Colt, .32-20, .22 Hornet, 25-20, etc. 
He is willing to listen to and try any reason
able idea, and he may be reached at Box 1263, 
Cody, Wyoming, 82414, Phone (307) 
587-6608. 

1be present cost of .45 Colt conversions 
are $450.00, this includes custom fitted six
shot over-size cylinder, any length bull barrel 
and a wooden presentation case. With used 
.44 Magnum SA's available in the $150.00 
range, it is possible to have a really first class 
.45 sixgun for around $600.00. A very rea
sonable price for the resulting quality . 

~trangely enough, while the .45 Colt mar
ket has always been dominated by the single 
action, the Colt SA has been dropped from 
production and Ruger no longer catalogs 
their Blackhawk in .45 Colt. However the 
Smith and Wesson Model 25 is readily avail
able and Dan Wesson has just recently 
announced that their large frame revolver 
will be available in both blue and stainless in 
.45's. 1be old .45 Colt is well ~ 
ready to enter its third century. ~ 

·AUTOPORTING? 

1 
Week 

Delivery! 

So what's new! 
Mag-Na-Port® International has been Mag·Na·Porting auto's 
for 13 years! There have been some new so-called "High Tech· 
Engineering Porting Systems" which claim 40% less in recoil 
reduct ion. These claims are Impossible unless you attach or 
hang a cement block on the end of the muzzle or barrel. The 
new so·called " Porting Systems" don't even know what a 
Metering Port is. Thirteen years ago, Larry Kelly started 
putting Metering Ports on handguns, rifles and shotguns! 
Now, nearly everyone who drills or mills a hole in a gun barrel 
refers to it as a "Port" and they don't even know what a 
Metering Port is. 

Don't be misled! 
Don't be misled by claims and promises from companies here 
today and gone tomorrow. Mag-Na-Port® International is now 
located In five countries. We've been Porting for 13 years, that 
speaks for itself. 

Write the "Originator" 
Anyone interested in further information on Porting handguns, 
rifles and shotguns, write the originator: 

® "Imitation 

INTERNATIONAL, INC. is the sincerest 
form of 

plagiarism" 41302 Executive Drive 
Mt. Clemens, Michigan 48045-3448 

. (313) 469-6727 
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Comin' at yoU . ·~ 
STRONG1 '~ 

They're strong ... stronger than leather, yet allow guns 
to breathe. Lightweight and flexible too ... for utmost 
comfort. Washable- no mildew. Hook & Loop closures 
for weapon security and easy access. Black only, 
with mil itary spec. hardware. When ordering , specify 
weapon and whether right or left-handed. 

WBB Web Belt with Fastex buckle, black .. . ... $16.75 
MP Dual Mag. Pouch-specify .45 or 9mm . . .. $10.00 
MPU- holds 2 Speed Loaders or Handcuffs . $10.00 

Should• Holsters 

L 

Wear with milttary web belt, or any 
other belt. Five styles to flt most guns, 

' BH45 !Or auto's $38 
BH45R·for revolvers S3S 
BH45L for 6" BBL guns $4l 
BHC for 2'' revolvers $24.50 
BHCO for 3" and 4" [IM)lvers $24.50 

Spacious , lightweight, pad
ded. Made of strong , 11 oz. 
waterproofed DuPont Cor
dura Nylon in black or cam
ouflage. Webbing on each 
side to mount holster, mag. 
pouch, canteen, etc. Re
movable ny lon web bell 
with Fastex buckle. 
BP 

'Super-concealment and comfort:. Ultra light nylon web
·bing and balllstic nylon. Suitt-in rubber padding °""'' 
ankle. 
AHR for AlllOlvers .. ... . . .. . .. .. ........... .. . $30 
AHA for auto's . .... .. . . ...... - ~ .... ,· ......... $30 

• AHO lor 3" and 4" revolvers and large autos . .... $30 
.Also available: SPB ~nkle pouch. for !!)Oney, .credit 
cards, iltc . . .. .. .... ....... . ... . . . , .. . : .. . ., $24.50 

··r5YA§SSTAE·~~§TM .. -~- -- ·;;iiiie:;;~;~ti · 1 
: . ;·~ • I ~ free with order. : 

CorlClllllllble Shoulder Holet8r (Top~ Fits mosl any gun. 
Elastic back strap allows free ll10Y8fTl0nl cl right erm. Fuly 
adjustable 1W nylon web harness. SHC ... .. : . . . $40. 
MUltary Shoulder Holste,r (Bollom). Construcied of 5 
fa}'et'S ballisllc nylon. Sewn in .sight channel. Fully ad
justable 1V4" nylon web tiarness. H"45B for autos~; 
HN45BR tor reliolvers $35; HN458l for a· BBL $41J. 
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SUBSIDIARY OF COMSEC INTERNATIONAL. INC DEPT. AH-015 
869 HORAN DRIVE • ST. LOUIS, MO 63026-2478 

TOLL FREE ORDER LINE: 1-800-325-3049 
IN MISSOURI. \ . 314 . 343 . 3575 TWX:910760\4 29 

--P-lu_s_$_J_p-er-'-o-rd_e_r-fo_r_pc_s_t_ag-e~ Please send me the following : 

(Canada and Hawaii $5). 
MasterCard. Visa. AmEx. Money 

Order, Check or C.O.D.- merch. held 
for clearance of checks not cert ified . 

Send Dealer FFL or 
Law Enforcement Dept. le" erhead. 

Bill my: 0 Master Ca rd 0 Visa 0 AmEx 

Exp. Date___ Card # ------c;..1ai•• 
LAW ENFORCEMENT & 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

Name _ _ ___ ________ ______ _ _ 

Address ___ _ _ _ _ _ _____ ___ _ _ _ 
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DO YOUR GRIPS 
FIT YOUR GUN? 

By Larry Sterett 

Factory stocks, as they come on many 
handguns, particularly revolvers, are a 

compromise at best. There are some 
revolvers, such as the Colt Single Action 
Army and copies, which have a grip shape 
and stocks that seem to fit the hand well . 
Double action revolvers, however, are 
entirely different. Many of the revolver 
grips, with their factory slab stocks, are too 
small to provide a comfortable grasping sur
face. 

The Pachmayr checkered rubber wrap
around stocks, which are available now to fit 
most revolver brands, are a step in the right 
direction , and they not only enlarge the 
grasping surface, they feel good. Still, there 
is often a desire to install a pair of walnut or 
zebrawood stocks, or a pair of molded syn
thetic stocks. These commercial stocks, not 
being custom fitted to a specific handgun 
frame, have to be inletted or molded to fit an 
average frame, and as with humans, there is 
no true average. 

Handgun frames vary slightly from hand
gun to handgun , due to the original manufac
turer's tolerances, grinding to shape, or even 
polishing. Thus, slab stocks do not have to fit 
the grip of a handgun perfectly, but stocks 
which fit around a grip to enlarge it, must be 
100 percent inletted. If a particular grip is 
slightly larger than usual , the new stocks 
must have a bit of additional wood scraped 
away in order to insure a good fit , but if the 
handgun frame is smaller than usual, the 
stocks will wobble slightly when installed; 
there are not many things worse than having a 
handgun slide back and forth in a pair of 

After being fitted, these custom grips now hug the frame like a glove. 

Eliminate wiggle and 
wobble with this easy 
method of fitting the 
grips to the frame. 

stocks. Still, it is possible to have a pair of 
perfect fitting stocks on your handgun, with 
only a bit of effort involved. 

For this shooter, the Ruger Security-Six 
· revolver with standard factory stocks, and the 

Charter Arms Tracker with factory stocks, 
have grips which are a bit too small to feel 
comfortable. To determine if the fit of these 
two revolvers could be improved, a pair of 
smooth walnut stocks was obtained for the 
Ruger Security-Six, with a similar pair of 
smooth zebrawood stocks for the Charter 
Arms Tracker. Removing the factory stocks, 
and with the new stocks installed , each 
revolver was gripped in a shooting position 
and shook; each revolver slipped and wob
bled slightly in its new pair of stocks, indicat
ing the handgun frames were slightly smaller 

Co11ti11ued 011 page 59 

This kit from Brownells has all you need to fit grips. The bedding compound fills in all the loose spots. 
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Completely up-dated ~ 
and revised. 

0 
"9sA ~00rn~r ID•ra ~E"'sE n..Q ~. 

From &WO R~ D lJ, . ,. ·'" \. \' \: ~· 
~ GL':'-

0 f t; sf.\) 

't 
• ' CJ 

! . •. ~ 

: .,, . · llC>W-whetheryou'rea L 
8~ weekend shooter, a collector or ~ 

' 11 have q passion for d tJtlques-you ~r 
. can find out the average value of CJ' 

the.firearms you own or.Qre < 
1\. 

1 i~terested In obtaining ~?,19.day. ~ 
The 1984 REDBOOK OF USED GUNS 1 , .. .; 

VALUES Js designed to aid th~ firearms \ 
buyer, seller and trader In establi•hing ) 
·a starting ground for pricing used· guns. 
The values shown are for guns In very 
good to excellent condlflon, and reflect 
average retail asking ~rices throughout 
the country. , 

In the 221 pages 9f firearms listed, 
you'll find guns arranged by manufacturer 
in alphabetical order from American 
Firearms to Zoll, with prices rqnglng from · 
$15 to over $100,000 · 

:~;i;.:;;r,, .• • 

SEND YOUR ORDER TO: 
1984 REDBOOK 

(All orders must be prepaid by check or charge card) 
(Check one) 

D $4.95. enclosed D Visa D MasterCard 

GUNS Magazine 
Dept 85-HGl 
P.O. Box 16025 
San Diego, CA 92116 

Number ___________ Exp. Date_ 
Signature ___ ___ _____ _ _ _ _ 
NAME ___________ _ _ __ _ 
ADDRESS __________ _ ___ _ 
CITY _ _ _ ____ STATE __ ZIP __ _ 

(Allow 4 weeks for delivery.) *California Residents add 6% sales tax. 
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THE L.A.R. GRIZZLY 



At last, a production auto pistol to handle the 
long-touted .45 Winchester Magnum cartridge. 

/JyJini ll'eller 

Since 1979, there has been a handgun 
round sort of floating around like a lost 

c hild loo kin g fo r a pare nt - th e .45 
Winchester Magnum. The Grizzly Win Mag 
has now arrived , and coupled with the .45 
Magnum cartridge is a most impressive piece 
of ordinance. 

For years, if one wanted a powerful hand
gun , the .44 Magnum was the way to go, yet 
for the recoil conscious there appeared to be a 
gap somewhere a long the line. People 
wanted something powerful , but didn't want 
the recoil associated with it. Indeed , I wish I 
had every .44 in my closet that was bought, 
shot, and traded in within about two weeks of 
purchase because of the inability of the 
shooter to cope with the sharp jab of a heavy 
recoiling .44 . How does a 230 grain bullet at 
over 1300 fps with the recoil of a standard .45 
auto using hot loads grab you? Because, as 
you will see, that sums up the Grizzly Win 
Mag to a "T '. 

If you look at one, your first thought will 
probably be that it looks like an overgrown 
Colt MKIV, and you're more than a little 
right. Out of 49 parts in the Grizzly, 39 of 
them interchange with the Colt product. The 
10 that don't are those that were enlarged or 
beefed up to take the pounding of the larger 
cartridge, yet the appearance is basically the 
same. The most recognizable diffe rence is 
the massive frame and slide, yet the entire 
tear-down and re-assembly is almost a car
bon copy of the MK.IV we all know and love. 
Should you desire to have the gun accurized, 
any pistolsmith that does good work on the 
MK.IV should be able to work with the 
Grizzly just as easily. 

Win. Mag. is .3" longer than 45 ACP. 

The cartridge is a twin of the .45 ACP 
round with the exception of the .3" longer 
case, and , of course, the powder charge. The 
o nl y load presentl y offe red is fr o m 
Winchester, and the only choice of bullet is 
the 230RNFMJ as used in GI Ball. On the 
performance end , the ACP round just isn't in 
the same league with the magnum version, 
but I'm getting a little ahead of myself. 

As the gun comes out of the box, it is most 
impressive. The extra mass of the slide and 
larger frame combine to give an empty 
weight of 51 oz ., hardly in the lightweight 
category. The slide was a nice fl awless blue, 
but the frame exhibited a slight purplish tint. 
Metal fit was fine. I had expected to see the 
vents ported into the standard 6 1/2" barrel, 
but a note enclosed in the box said that after 
testing, it was found that the ports were not 
only detrimental to accuracy and velocity, but 
that they did not significantly reduce muzzle 
jump enough to warrant the extra cost, there-
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fo re they we re e liminated . The ea rl y 
Grizzlys had sights from Wichita , but that 
has since been changed to the excellent sights 
by Millett with a white outline/bar rear and 
blaze orange front. An ambidextrous safety 
and Pachrnayr stocks and mainspring hous
ing as well as an extended slide release com
plete the package. 

As one would expect, the grip frame is 
longer to make room for the larger magnum 
cartridge which resulted in a real handful fo r 
me. The trigger is the standard "short" ver
sion and is the right length fo r the size of the 
frame. Had a long trigger been installed, I 
would have had trouble reaching the trigger. 
The trigger broke at 6 1/2 lb., and was gritty 
with a noticeable amount of creep, however it 
isn't any worse than any other .45 you're 
likely to pick up these days. I would never 
have the extended slide stop on any of my 
standard .45's, but it is a needed piece of 
equipment here and worked well. Magazine 
capacity is seven rounds. 

Winchester was kind enough to furnish me 
with 200 rounds of fac tory ammo. After 
sighting in offhand at ten yards, I fired ten 
rounds over my Custom 900 Chronograph 
using the light screens. Air temperature was 
55°. The high round was 1394 fps and the low 
was 1294 fps fo r a 100 fps spread between 
high and low velocities. Truthfully, I had 
expected a little better. All rounds but two 
were over 1300 fps with the average for the 
ten coming out at 1330 fps, that calculates to 
900 fpe. Take the same velocity for the 240 
grain bullet in the .44 Magnum and you 
would have 940 fpe or a 5 % gain which is 
hardly worth noting. The factory manual lists 
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The author says the Grizzly is easy to shoot with surprisingly little recoil. 

velocity at 1400 fps from a 5" barrel , but I 
never hit that figure from a barrel 11/2" 
longer. At any rate, this cartridge is no slouch 
and the fact that it fires from an autoloading 
pistol makes it that much better. It exhibits 
absolutely none of the jabbing recoil associ
ated with the revolver. In fact, during the 
whole test period I found this to be a very 
pleasant gun to shoot, hardly worse than a 
standard MKIV using hot handloads. The 
only thing that let you know you had some
thing else up the pipe was the muzzle blast, 
which is considerable, and right up there with 
any of the .44's. 

The Grizzly averaged groups of2 1/2" at 25 
yards, and I suspect that a really good trigger 
job giving a good 3 lb. pull would shrink that 
somewhat. The trigger work should be on the 
first priority list for purchasers of the Grizzly 
who may want to compete in metallic sil
houette matches, and it wouldn't surprise me 
at all to see a few of these in accurized form 
turn up at a match here and there. In fact, 
L.A.R. even has oversized barrels avai lable 
to be hand fitted by the gunsmith. I did not get 

into handloads with the Grizzly, but I suspect 
that Blue Dot powder would be a good start
ing place, and coupled with a good hollow 
point bullet would make this a most desirable 
hunting load which I myself prefer to shoot 
over any .44 Magnum that I've ever run 
across. 

In the 200 rounds of testing there was one 
fai lure to fully go into battery on a live round. 
This was traced to a dirty gun, which the 
Grizzly seems to become rather quickly. The 
lugs in the slide are massive and rather sharp, 
and these apparently tend to shave brass from 
the magnum casings upon extraction. When 
the malfunction occurred , an inspection of 
the chamber area and inside of the slide 
showed a lot of small brass shavings, which, 
coupled with the powder residue, tends to get 
things a little sticky. Whether or not the shav
ing may cease at some other point down the 
line, I can't say. 

In addit ion to the .45 Magnum, the 
Grizzly is able to be converted to several 
other calibers through the use of the Multi
Caliber Conversion Units (MCCU) available 

The Grizzly can fire the 9mm Win. Mag. cartridge with a conversion unit. 

from the maker, including one for the rare 
9mm Winchester Magnum round. Whether 
or not the 9 Mag will become a reality 
remains to be seen , as L.A.R. is also plan
ning on offering a conversion kit in .357 
Magnum as well. I suspect that the .357 will 
do about the same as the 9 Mag, and is 
certainly more readily available as the 9 Mag 
ammo is non-existent as of this writing. Plans 
include kits to convert the gun to a .38 Super, 
.30 Mauser, and others. Each kit includes an 
extractor, ejector, barrel , recoil spring, and 
magazine, and any of the kits may be changed 
with the standard equipment in about 3 min
utes time. L.A .R. included a kit to convert it 
to standard .45 ACP which I happily gave a 
run on the range. In over 300 rounds of 
mixed ammunition types, it gave not one 
failure in any department, with accuracy on a 
par with any stock Colt product. As one 
would expect, the recoil of the .45 ACP, not 
much to talk about in the first place, becomes 
totally laughable when fired in the heavy 51 
oz. Grizzly. 

I believe that there is a place for the 
Grizzly in the shooting world. I don't think 
that there's any doubt that the power of the 
factory round could be elevated through 
some judicious handloading. Hornady lists 
loads for the .45 Magnum in their reloading 
manual, although they are for the TIC Con
tender single shot, and may be on the hairy 
side for the Grizzly. If you plan on hunting 
somewhere where the autoloader is allowed , 
I certainly wouldn't be afraid to tackle any
thing with the Grizzly that could be tackled 
with the vaunted .44 Magnum, and I, forone, 
would prefer it. With an accuracy job, it 
should do fairly well at the silhouette game as 
well. I believe that the current retail price is 
somewhere in the $600-$700 bracket, but 
compare that to the Wildey at $1250 (if you 
can find one), and it doesn't ...... 
look so bad at that. ~ 

ELOADINGTH 
. 5WI MAG 

By Joe Zambone 

One of the most powerful handgun car
tridges around has been, until recently, 

also one of the best-kept secrets because only 
one self-loading gun is chambered for it. The 
.45 Winchester Magnum, originally devel
oped for the Wildey gas-operated pistol , 
went into production at Olin's East Alton , 
Illinois plant some years back, but the 
Wildey fai led to materialize on schedule. 
Shooter interest dropped off like a fizzled 
Roman candle and hard-bucking handgun 
enthusiasts turned back to the all-time favor
ite .44 Magnum . Only Thompson/Center 
produced a handgun chambered for the .45 
Win Mag, and not a whole lot of folks dab
bled with reloading the cartridge. 

With the introduction of L.A.R.'s Grizzly 
self-shucker pistol there's a lot of renewed 
interest in this cal iber; unfortunately, the only 
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reloading data is for Contender pistols with 
stronger actions and longer barrels than 
found in a semi-auto pistol. Since 
Winchester's factory load is a zippy 230-
grain full metal jacket (FMJ) round-nose slug 
total ly unsuitable for self-defense and mar
ginally applicable for hunting, handloading 
becomes a necessity for good performance. 
This article will address loads which can turn 

Factory powder looks like Unique. 

Here's a cartridge that 
just begs to be reloaded, 
and here are six-dozen 
loads for the Grizzly that 
make it a winner. 

the Grizzly into the first cousin of a full-house 
.44 Magnum with eight-shot repeatability. 

The factory load is inadequate for self
defense because it shoots through many 
things before slowing appreciably. There 
would be very little energy transfer and great 
potential for casualt ies to innocent bystand
ers even many blocks away. In my Grizzly, 
the Winchester 230-grain "hardball" ammo 
chronographed at 1,340 feet per second (fps) 
when the gun was new, and an average of 

1,360 fps after the Grizzly was broken in . 
That's a muzzle energy figure of 943 foot
pounds (written as fpe , foot-pounds of 
energy) , or about what a .44 Magnum deliv
ers. That's also nearly three times as much 
energy as a .45 Auto offers with the same 
230-grain bullet. 

Penetration with factory ammunition is 
absolutely awesome. I shot a six-inch-thick 

Most slugs mushroomed beautifully. 

LOADING DATA •• • 45 WINCHESTER MAGNUM IN L.A.R. GRIZZLY WIN MAG PISTOL 
HERCULES UNIQUE 10.0 10.5 11 .0 11 .5 12.0 12.2 12.5 12.6 12.8 13.0 13.2 

1149 1196 1244 1300 1342 1378 1396 1387 1393 
20_9 9n Speer JHP 12 17 26 13 19 11 17 22 16 

---
1316 1314 1333 1356 

225 gn Speer JHP 14 13 11 10 
1266 1293 

240 gn Sierra JHP 7 8 

~60 ~n _§peer JHP No loads listed-Unique rather fast for this bullet weight 

1205 1239 1279 1320 1339 Heavier loads possible at expense of accuracy 230 gn Alberts Swa9ed Lead 17 18 12 12 14 
POWDER - BLUE DOT 15.0 15.5 16.0 16.5 17.0 17.5 18.0 18.5 19.0 

1246 1257 1317 1323 1442 Note : Mild recoil, huge flash 
~QO~§pee~ J_!"iP 24 13 5 18 10 

1278 1307 1341 1355 
225 gn Speer JHP 13 12 14 10 

1169 1215 1263 1283 1327 
?40 gn Si~f!:a JHP __ 24 24 14 2 9 

1214 1254 1284 Best powder for 260 gn bullet 
260 9n Seeer JHP 11 8 18 
POWDER-HODGDONHS6 12.0 12.5 13.0 13.5 14.0 14.5 15.0 15.5 16.0 16.5 

896 992 1052 1090 1132 1190 1242 1324 1351 1388 Not an ideal powder 

200 9n Seeer JHP 21 30 18 27 12 27 7 40 22 28 for .45 Win. Mag. 

POWDER-HODGDON~S7 14.0 14.5 15.0 15.5 16.0 16.5 17.0 17.5 18.0 18.5 19.0 19.5 20.0 

Lighter loads very mild ! 1~~5 1382 1400 1446 1504 
~q_o g~ Speer JHP 15 23 16 16 

1141 1176 1226 1279 1338 Max. load very accurate-
225 gn Speer JHP 14 19 22 20 6 huge flash! 

1090 1117 1172 1216 1248 Max. load very controllable and mild 240 gn Sierra JHP 25 30 23 28 21 
1001 1053 1089 1115 1169 Not best powder for heavy slugs 

260 9n Seeer JHP 24 17 9 11 11 
POWDER - OLIN "?" 12.5 13.0 13.5 14.0 14.5 15.0 

1424 1467 
200 gn Speer JHP 22 29 

1393 
225 gn Speer JHP 8 

1344 
240 gn Sierra JHP 16 

1239 
260 gn Speer JHP 12 

1465 
230 gn Alberts Swaged Lead 59 

1500 
185 gn Silvertip 22 
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The hollow points mushroomed well. 

live pine tree (in an area about to be cleared) 
to determine ifthe slug would penetrate fully. 
It did , and then penetrated completely 
through another tree the same size which was 
four feet behind the first one. Such penetra
tion is impressive to a novice, but seasoned 
shooters (both self-defense and hunters) 
know that bullets which travel through a tar
get do not get their job done efficiently. 
Expansion is needed so the bullet stops in the 
target, delivering its full energy for a quick 
kill rather than slaying a Douglas fir 200 
yards behind the target. . 

You can't buy unprimed (or primed) fac
tory brass for the .45 Win Mag; only a 
factory-loaded round is offered , in the single 
230-grain flavor. Handloaders must therefore 
purchase loaded rounds first ; instead of sim
ply shooting 'em up in a hurry to get brass for 
reloading, however, use these rounds to 
break in the Grizzly. Velocities and accuracy 
will improve after about 500 rounds through 
the gun , and all parts are settled into place by 
a thousand rounds. Winchester helped in this 
reloading project by supplying me with a 
case of factory ammo; they're obviously 
interested in ensuring that sales of the car
tridge pick up, but a vote of thanks is owed 
them for such cooperation. 

Factory ammo clocks rather accurately, 
with an extreme spread between slow and 
fast rounds in a string of about 60 fps and a 
standard deviation measurement of 14 to 20. 
Winchester factory fodder is loaded with 14 
grains of a powder which looks a lot like 
Hercules Unique, and the bullet is asphalted 
into the case to develop high case pull for 
better powder ignition. It's basically a longer 
version of the .45 ACP with a lot more 
powder and nearly three times the recoil 
(about 12.3 foot-pounds ofrecoil versus some 
4.5 foot-pounds in a .45 ACP). The recoil is 
not really hard to handle, I might add , and 
some two dozen .45 ACP pistol experts I 
allowed to shoot the Grizzly were all sur
prised at the mild recoil. 

Since there was no valid reloading data for 
this cartridge in a semi-auto pistol with six
inch barrel , I started with Blue Dot powder 
first. It's a good powder for magnum car
tridges but is also applicable to lesser load
ings. A variety of bullets were loaded up and 
many problems arose right away. 

This cartridge requires a cannelured bullet 
because the recoil will sometimes pull taper
crimped slugs out of the cases enough that 
they won't chamber. Sierra's 185-grain JHP 
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slug, a whiz-bang bullet for the .45 ACP, is 
thus not a good choice for the Win Mag 
Grizzly. And , as the slide whips back to spit 
out a spent case, it's compressing a spring 
about the size a car's suspension uses. Slide 
forward travel is quite fast and a bullet that 
isn't held tight may be driven back into the 
case upon contact with the feed ramp. About 
halfthe 185-grain Sierra bullets did this. 

Only those bullets with a rounded nose 
profile would feed reliably in my Grizzly, and 
not for love nor money could I get Hornady's 
185- and 200-grain truncated cone target bul
lets to chamber. Removing metal in the throat 
area to facilitate chambering of odd-shaped 
slugs is not a good idea because that also 
weakens that area and allows more of the 
cartridge case to be unsupported . 

I found through trial and error that only six 
factory bullets will chamber well and have 
the needed crimping cannelure, too. Speer's 
200-grain JHP bullet is the best choice for 
self-defense because it can be driven at super
sonic velocities without heavy recoil. Speer's 

. 225-grain exposed lead nose JHP slug is suit-
able for self-defense or hunting deer-sized 
animals, and can be driven at mind-boggling 
velocities without too much recoil. Sierra's 

$vu~ ,..,... t ruo.. "111.-+J · 
2oO ~"f" .t1S-f .. l.V•~f" 2'o.., ... .)..'!.111""' 

Some jacketed bullets used in test. 

240-grain JHP slug, designed for the .45 
Long Colt, is an excellent all-around choice 
for hunting when driven at 1,300 feet per 
second or so. Speer's 260-grain JHP "mon
ster slug" would be good for hunting large 
animals or plugging away at silhouette tar
gets; it can be driven safely to nearly l,300 
fps although recoil becomes rather fierce at 

. that speed. And Winchester's 185-grain Sil
vertip slug, available only by breaking down 
.45 ACP ammo, can be slung for self-defense 
at velocities of 1,500 fps or better. 

The Alberts Corporation swaged 230-
grain lead flat point bullet wil l also feed well 
in the Grizzly and would make a devastating 
hunting slug at ranges up to 75 yards or so. 
Since the bullet material is soft it doesn't take 
rifling as well as a jacketed slug, and 
accuracy isn't as good as with the other bul
lets just mentioned. But for close-in work at 
over 1,400 fps, this bullet will . mushroom 
reliably, not splatter into pieces (as will some 
of the JHP slugs) , and it will retain 100 per
cerit of its weight . It's not a good choice for 
self-defense because it shoots through small 
trees even after mushrooming, but for bear or 
deer this one is excellent. And yes, it will lead 
the barrel in a hurry; a seven-round magazine 
will severely foul the barrel , but firing one or 
two jacketed rounds after that will clear the 

lands and grooves quickly. Besides, if a 
hunter needs more than seven rounds maybe 
he shouldn't be after moving targets. 

There's a whole world of development pos
sible with such slugs as Lyman's cast 225-
grain hard lead bullet. There shouldn't be any 
problem driving this at velocities over 1,500 
fps , but penetration will then be about like 
that offered by factory hardball ammunition. 
These would probably be good moose rounds 
if pistol hunting for such large animals ever 
became legal or necessary for survival. 

Hercules Blue Dot is the best powder to 
use with heavier bullets in the .45 Win Mag 
cartridge. It will drive the 200-grain "flying 
manhole cover" Speer JHP slug to l,442 fps 
while still not exceeding handloading manual 
max load data, yet it will also propel the 260-
grain Speer safely (by manual data) to a 
chronographed velocity of 1,254 fps. I went 
half a grain heavier with the 260-grain slug, 
with a charge of 16.5 grains of Blue Dot, and 
clocked the velocity at 1,284 fps with no signs 
of excessive pressure. Keep in mind , how
ever, that this is an over-max load and I don't 
recommend you start out with it or even use it 
at all. What worked for me, in my Grizzly 
#043 , may not be safe for your Grizzly. 

The nicest feature of Blue Dot in this hefty 
cartridge is that felt recoil is reduced some
what from that experienced with full-blown 
factory or Unique powder loadings. There's 
some unburned powder going out the barrel 
in the heavier charge loads, which gives 
muzzle flash visible a block away at night, 
but it's a pleasant powder to use. Factory 
loads offer a sharp recoil , as do my Unique 
loads, since faster powder lights instantly and 
all the kick is generated in a short time. 
Slower powders along the Blue Dot burning 
curve kick the same but it's spread out over a 
slightly longer period of time and will make 
the Grizzly easier to shoot for some folks. 

Loading manuals list Winchester 296, 
Hodgdon HllO and Hercules 2400 as 
powders applicable to the .45 Win Mag car
tridge used in Contender pistols. Since this 

. '-.:...:' ) .) -. ! --;~ 5 .-.,lJ 
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"Flying manhole cover" from Speer. 

caliber nearly duplicates .44 Magnum bal
listics and physical size, I tried some slow
burning powder loads. They aren't worth a 
damn. 

A max charge (by the Lyman manual for 
250-grain bullets) of 23 .0 grains of 296 
behind Speer's 260-grain JHP slug produced 
a blinding muzzle flash and velocities ofl ,183 
fps in one string and 1,124 in another. Felt 
recoil was very sharp and spread between 

Conti11ued 011page 61 
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Speed 
Shoo ting's 
Wunderkind 
Even the grueling Steel Challenge Match had a 
hard time separating the men from boys like Alan 
Jenkins of California. 
By Rebecca Thornton 

, , . , , 

Alan shows speed at Flying M. Note 

His friend , Ray Ramirez , worked 
with him the last few weeks before the 
Steel Challenge by seeing that he got out 
to practice several times a week, and 
coached him whenever necessary. 

Alan's schedule was a tight one with 
school at Palm Springs High and the 
part time construction job at the Lex
ington Hotel in Cathedral City, but he 
was determined to do his best. 

The word spread throughout the 
range that a "new kid" with a revolver 
was the one to watch. Whenever he was 
called to the line, a crowd would gather 
along with the twenty shooters from the 
Palm Springs Gun Club. The applause 
between strings is something he may 
have to get used to in the future. 

The highlight of the entire match was 
when a well-dressed gentleman in a con
vertible drove up to him and said "nice 
shooting ." 

Jerry Ushers' advice to him was "stick 
with that gun until you master it." 

American Handgunner will be 
watching Alan at the 1985 Steel 
Challenge and Bianchi ~ 
Cup matches. ~ 

A Ian Jenkins was the fi rst teenager to 
J-\.place 2nd in the Revolver Class 
and the fi rst 15 year old to break into the 
top 50 at the Steel Chal lenge. He was 
strong on the Outer Limits, holding 3rd 
place position the fi rst day until Rick 
Castelows sizz ling times knocked 
everyone down a notch, settling Alan 
into a solid 4th place overall for his 
consistent shooting. Outer Limits didn't 
go easy for him and could have possibly 
cost his 3rd overall . The loud timer 
from the Speed Option echoed over to 
this stage. Alan had been given the line 
call , heard the buzzer and dropped his 
hands only to hear the Outer Limits 
ho rn . The pe na lty, 30 seco nds 
maximum. can at his knee (top) and iust hitting ground (bottom). 
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IPSC SHOOTIPICi ltl 
SOOTtt fiFRICfi 

In spite of arms embargoes and because of a 
threatening environment, IPSC matches are se
rious business in South Africa. 

By Cameron Hopkins 

T errorists infiltrating from Marxist ter
ritories pose a constant threat of bloody 

bombings, political assasinations and civilian 
terror raids in South Africa. In the big cities 
of South Africa, like Johannesburg, street 
crime also presents an everyday specter of 
violence. 

Faced with these very real dangers of 
things that go boom in the night, South 
Africans find security in the cozy feeling of a 
cocked and locked .45 snugly pressing 
against their hips. The South African percep
tion is that their life insurance is better han
dled by Sam Colt than by more conventional 
means. 

In a country where it is legal to carry a 
sidearm without a special permit, South 
Africans realize that practical pistol shooting 
and IPSC competition hone their street sur
vival skills. 

IPSC shooting is popular in South Africa, 
and while I was in the country for a six-month 
stay in 1983 I had the opportunity to compete 
in many IPSC matches and the chance to size 
up South African IPSC. IPSC is an interna
tional sport, theoretically the same in the 
various participating countries, but South 
African IPSC differs in several ways from 
American IPSC. 

First of all, matches in South Africa utilize 
the Item target for the most part - strange 
when you consider the Milpark target was 
adopted and named in South Africa. (IPSC 
trivia: the Milpark target was adopted at an 
IPSC World Executive Council meeting held 
at Holiday Inn Milpark in the Milpark suburb 
of Johannesburg. Hence the name Milpark 
target.) 
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The South African "shottists," as they call 
their shooters, prefer the Item target because 
the A zone extends to the neck . They argue 
that a Milpark yielding only the minimum 
two points for a neck shot, a fatal shot, is 
unrealistic ; a valid complaint in a country 
clouded by the orninpresent danger of ter
rorist attack. The Item target gives the maxi
mum five points for a neck shot. 

Facing Item targets at a match is but one of 
many subtle differences at a South African 
IPSC match. Also, the matches place a high 
premium on the standard exercise portion . A 
typical match features a 60-round standards 
comprising 50 percent of the contestant's 
overall score. The other half of the total 
score, in general , is made up of two speed 
shoots each accounting for 25 percent. Blow 
the standards, then , and you've blown the 
match. 

A portion of the standards usual.ly requires 
some "walk and draw" shooting where a 
competitor starts at, say, 50 meters and on a 
signal advances downrange with gun still hol
stered. At a second signal , a whistle, the 
competitor then halts, draws and fires. This 
can be tricky as the whistle can blow while 
you're in mid-stride making the establishment 
of your shooting stance a bit awkward. 

The standards emphasize consistency and 
accuracy. Most of the courses of fire require 
the "shottist" to draw and fire a set number of 
rounds in a given time limit with the exercise 
repeated severa.l times before advancing to 
the next exercise. 

Time limits are strict and all facets of IPSC 
skills are tested from rapid reloading to 
weak-hand firing. Look for a bit of every
thing in a South African 60-round standards. 
Because of the large number of rounds fired , 
targets are scored and patched periodically 
throughout the standards. 

This emphasis on the "basics" makes for 
some very good scores among the top "shot
tists." Out of a possible 300 points, I over
heard on several occasions Springbok 
shooter PauI Bromfield lament dropping ten 
points. And that's with a good.ly number of 
rounds from 50 meters! I never saw a "possi
ble" fired , but I saw several targets go down 
only a few points during my six-month visit. 

The most remarkable performance I wit
nessed on a standard exercise came from a 
woman, 1983 World Champion Wallie Louw, 
at the Kilbarchan Open, a major match. One 
drill called for the "shottist" to draw and fire 
one round from 40 meters in a time limit of -
get this -1. 5 seconds. Wa.llie dropped an 
unbelievable one point on this exercise which 
was repeated six times for a possible of 30 
points. 1979 World Champion Jimmy von 
Sorgenfrei dropped only four points. I was 
lucky to get three out of six rounds on the 
target. 

Along with the marathon standards, a typ
ical match also has a couple of speed shoots. 
The bigger matches tend to run on a generic 
formula, and you can count on facing some 
form or another of a jungle lane, a house 
clearing, and a close-range, rapid-firing drill 
comprising the speed shoot portion of the 

Continued Ofl page 64 
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Series show house clearing drill . Competitor enters the door carrying an 
awkward container. Inside, moving target is hidden behind hostages. 
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By Curtis R. Rich 

One fifth of the world is left-handed- if 
left to our own devices. In areas where 

rigid school training demanded right-hand
edness (such as pre-war Germany) , this per
centage dropped to less than 10 % of course, 
but one can imagine the problems forced 
right-handedness caused . Twenty percent of 
people is hard to ignore, but amazingly most 
gun makers do. 

Historically, this is no surpr ise. The hand
shake was designed so strangers could show 
their right arm was not holding a dagger. I 
wonder how many right-handed knights 
were done in meeting left-handed strangers 
who shook r ight-handed and stabbed left
handed. 

But then in that instance the ADVAN
TAGE was to left ie. However, in a time when 
left-handedness was considered a sign of the 
devil, or at least of illegitimacy (the bar sin
ister, or pointed left , on a coat of arms indi
cates iJlegit imacy in one's lineage) , showing 
oneself to be left -handed was dangerous 
enough to outweigh the advantage. They 
liked to burn left-handers at the stake. The 
connecting of illegitimacy with left-handed
ness didn't die in the middle ages, however. I 
encountered a devout Catholic old lady in the 
sixties who thought I had to be a bastard 
because I was left-handed. At least she didn't 
have me burned at the stake, though I'm sure 
she wanted to. Catholicism is not the only 
religion to have a problem with left ies. Hin
dus and Moslems do, too. It is, for example, 
in Moslem countr ies, quite rude to use the 
left hand when eating as it is reserved for 
"toilet functions." I think I might starve in a 
Moslem country. 

In the Army I learned to feint right-hand
edness. but not fo r fear of burning at the 
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THE 
LEFT
HANDED 
GUNNER 
Here's one southpaw 
who can cope with a 
right-handed gun-with 
only a few modifica
tions-in a match or on 
the street 

stake. The Army had begun , by then, to 
teach rifle-shooters left-handed ifthe student 
desired , but since I had no desire to volunteer 
for anything, I shot rifle right-handed . But 
one fires a rifle with both hands. The left hand 
is as important as the right, no matter which 
pulls the trigger. And , there are no left
handed machine-gunners. If you don't know 
why, ask a vet. If he has a patch over his right 
eye, don't ask him, because chances are he 
found out why the hard way. 

With the Ml91lAI .45 , though, it was di f
fe rent. I asked fo r left -handed training 
(because I was going to war by then) and was 
told by the old Sergeant, "Sir, youtl better 
learn it right-handed . It's just designed that 
way." 

Yep, it was. Devout Mormon John Moses 
Browning did not believe in lefties. 01' Slab
sides is very right-handed in military issue 
form. But I was adamant for the same reason 
you'd be if you're right-handed and someone 
told you to learn left-handed . The Weaver 
stance wasn't known to the Army then, and a 
.45 was a one~handed weapon, but I used a 
two-handed hold and the isosceles stance to 
quali fy. This wasn't illegal , but it did get the 
full attention of the cadre, who thought I had 
to have cheated to score as well as I did . 
Consequently I got to requalify with a high
ranking audience. The score was about the 
same. 

The Army has a cure for the weapon's 
right-handedness, so to speak, in the required 
method of carry: condition three, seven 
rounds in the magazine, none in the chamber, 
hammer down, and therefore, safety off. 
Then two hands are needed to fire the pistol, 
as one is needed to rack the slide to chamber a 
round . 
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I was not enamored with the thought of 
having to chamber a round before returning 
fire, so in the late Southeast Asian unpleas
antness I ignored that rule and carried eight 
rounds, cocked, safety off, but holster strap 
below the hammer. I still have all my toes, so 
it worked , but I do not recommend it for 
obvious reasons. Jeff Cooper told me later 
that the Australian SAS carries the Browning 
P-35 cocked and unlocked just because the 
safety on the P-35 is so hard to get on and off, 
so at least I wasn't alone in this semi-sane 
method of carry. I did not use a milita ry 
holster, because those, too, are all right
handed . I had neither knowledge of nor 
mo ney fo r John Bi anchi 's marve lo us 
ambidextrous military holster. I had a Viet
namese make what would now be called a 
"practical" holster with a strap and a covered 
trigger guard . I didn't know ambidextrous 
safeties ex isted then, and couldn't have 
acquired one if! wanted one. In any case, the 
.45 did fine in my left hand. I fired it with 
both hands and never had to reload it under 
pressure so its right-handedness and my left
handedness caused no problems. 

But the point is that modi fications are nec
essary and possible fo r left-handed use of the 
Government Model .45 . 

A complete ly left-handed model such as 
the Randall I found not only unnecessary, but 
impractical. The left-handed Randall cannot 
use stock magaz ines, and the magazine 
release and slide release, as we'll see, are 
easier used by this lefty where they are. 

An ambidextrous safety goes without say
ing. It's a shame no one has made a left
handed safety - not ambidextrous, but purely 
left-handed - because the ambidextrous ones 
are a little frag ile. Of course, it can't be 
helped for us 20 % . If you carry it in the "FBI 
Tilt" behind your strong side hip, you might 
even have the left-hand side of the safety 
ca refully ground down so that someone 
brushing against you can't flip the safety off. 

But that doesn't make the gun fu lly left
handed . Have the gunsmith who fits your 
ambidextrous safety put a detent in the stock 
slide release. Obviously you don't need an 
extended slide release (if anyone with an 
intact thumb does) . The purpose of the detent 
is to keep you from, under recoil , locking the · 
slide back with your trigger finger. The 
detent will add enough resistance to keep you 
from looking foo lish in competition or perfo
rated in real li fe. Don't say it won't happen. 
Do enough double taps, and it will. Of 
course, you use your trigger fi nger to act ivate 
the slide re lease when you commit the 
unforgivable gaffe of running d ry in a combat 
situation. Do not have an ambidextrous slide 
release fi tted. I realize that if your techniques 
are absolutely perfect, you won't need this 
$5.00 detent , but then you're probably not 
reading this anyway, you're out spend ing 
your Bianchi Cup winnings or writing your 
own articles. 

I prefer a stock magazine release button, 
but I can't use a stock one quickly without 
remov ing a few coil s from the magazine 
release spring. My trigger fi nger doesn't have 

Co11tinued o11 page 68 lefties can hit the mag release button without shifting the firing grip. 
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By Charles Petty 

Spanish gun making has come a long way 
since the flood of cheap pistols that came 

into this country in the fifties and sixties. 
Their sole appeal was price, and functional 
reliability was somewhere down the line in 
priority. Understandably, these guns left a 
bad taste in the American shooter's mouth 
and created a prejudice that has taken years to 
overcome. Judging from Star's latest offering 
it's time for us to sit up and take notice. 

The latest gun to come out of the Eibar 
works of Star (distributed by Interarms) is 
the Model 30 PK. In 1980, Star introduced 
the Model 28; their first offering in the field 
of military style, double action, high capac
ity, 9mm pistols. The Model 28 broke new 
ground for the company, and received good 
reviews. The Model 30 is the next step in the 
evolution of, and a major improvement in , 
the Model 28. 

The biggest change is the use of an alumi
num alloy frame that brings the weight down 
to a comfortable 30 ounces. That, coupled 
with a V2" shorter slide, makes the Model 30 
a compact gun. Although the magazine 
capacity is 15 rounds it fits the hand well. 
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If you thought that the Star Model 
28 was something, wait until you 
get your hands on this new 9mm. 

The most significant design element, 
shared by both models is the "works in a 
drawer" concept that places the sear, hammer 
and mainspring components in a unit within 
the backstrap. The result is a simplicity that 
makes the innards of the Star seem rather 
barren, especially when compared to the rab
bit warrens of springs, screws and other bits 
that inhabit the trigger mechanisms of many 
other DA autos. It seems that the engineers at 
Star have taken the KISS (keep it simple 
stupid) rule to heart. With the possible excep
tion of the magazine safety (a feature which I 
personally don't like) there are no super
fluous parts. The only screw used in the 
whole gun is a smal.l one in the magazine 
catch. The grips are dovetailed into the frame 
and the backstrap group serves to lock them 
in. It is elegant simplicity. 

The Star's ambidextrous safety is another 
bit of intelligent design . Whi.le some manu
facturers' safeties are complex, multi-func
tion devices, the Star's does only one thing. It 
simply locks the firing pin. As the safety is 
applied , the firing pin is cammed forward 
sl ightly and locked so that it can move neither 

forward nor backward. This means that the 
Star can be safely carried with a round in the 
chamber (for a total of16) as long as the safety 
is on . The trigger remains fully functional, 
but there's no way the hammer can contact the 
firing pin unless something breaks. With the 
safety applied, an empty gun can also be dry 
fired without fear of damaging anything. As it 
came from the box the Model 30's double 
action trigger pull was 15 pounds; single 
action was 5.5 pounds. The double action 
pull was smooth almost all the way through 
with only a slight amount of roughness near 
the end. The single action pull was nicely 
crisp. Another nice touch is the extra use of 
the extractor as a loaded chamber indicator. 
There's a red dot on the top of the extractor 
that is exposed and visible when the gun is 
loaded. 

The action is a short recoil , Browning type 
lockup that is the same as the Model 28 and 
field stripping is quick and easy. To field strip 
simply align witness marks on the frame and 
slide and pop out the slide stop. The slide 
pulls off forward. The recoil spring and 
guide are assembled as a unit which is a 
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llEWESTSTAR 
ODEL30PK 

convenience, and precludes launching the 
recoil spring when taking it out. It's a nice 
convenience, but also a practical feature 
since it prevents any possible misalignment 
when putting things back together. With the 
recoi l spring and guide removed , the barrel 
just lifts out. That's as far as one needs to go 
for cleaning. To reassemble, simply reverse 
the procedure. There is one smal l point not 
mentioned in the instructions that I found to 
make reassembly a little easier. The slide 
stop pin must pass through both the recoil 
spring guide and the barrel and alignment of 
these two is easier if there isn't any tension on 
the recoil spring. Look through the slide stop 
hole as the slide is moved to the rear and 
observe when the holes in the frame, barrel 
and recoil spring guide line up. This will 
happen before the witness marks are aligned. 
At that point put the slide stop in about half
way and then continue until the marks line up 
and assembly can be completed. This step 
lets you put the slide stop in without having to 
use any force to overcome the spring tension 
and prevents the possibility of a slip which 
could result in scratching the frame. 

With the preliminary examination out of 
the way it was off to the range to see if the Star 
would shoot. I'm pleased to report that it did , 
and quite well , too. The first test was simply 

functioning so I ran 50 rounds of W-W ball 
through the gun as fast as I could. On round 
13 I experienced the only malfunction that I 
couldn't blame on something else. The gun 
fai led to go into battery by about V2 ". A little 
push was all that was needed, and I attribute 
it to new gun tightness. It was the only mal
function that I could remotely blame on the 
gun . While shooting some reloads later, I did 

• f .. '' I '
4 1 
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have two more but I'm sure they weren't the 
gun's fault. Over the course of some 500 
rounds three malfunctions isn't bad anyhow, 
and after the break in period functioning was 
flawless with factory ammunition. I fed it 
everything I could find and hollow points fed 
just as well as ball. I also reloaded a few 
rounds at minimum charges shown in several 
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Just pop out slide stop and the model 30PK field strips easily. Star disputes bias that Spanish guns are poorly made. 
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S&W 'L' FRAME REVOLVERS 
More Than Just a Compromise 

The design changes in 
this new series provide 
strength for magnum 
loads plus the time-hon
ored "K" frame grip size. 

By Bill Worley 
'l"l Then Smith & Wesson introduces a new 
VVrevolver, in one of the most popular 

calibers and offers it in a stainless configura
tion , the handgunning public is going to be 
intrigued. Smith's newest offering in .357 
Magnum is the "L" frame. The gun is desig
nated the Model 586, Distinguished Combat 
Magnum, blue or nickel finish , and the 
Model 686, in stainless steel. Both of these 
guns have adjustable sights. The basic, fixed 
sight service models are the 581, in blue or 
nickel, and the 681 in stainless. Both models 
are based on the new frame size designated 
"L" by the factory. 

The "L" frame is a good blend of the 
strength and durability of the larger "N" 
frame guns with the smaller grip and han
dling qualities of the popular "K" frame 
revolvers. The most noticeable difference 
between this gun and other Smiths is the full 
length lug under the barrel which naturally 
invites comparison with the Colt Python. 
The topside of the barrel however, does not 
have the Colt ventilated rib. The functional 
reason for the under barrel lug is twofold : it 
shrouds the ejector rod and it places useful 
weight at the most needed spot - the muzzle 
end of the barrel. None of the other current 
production Smiths have the full length lug 
and it makes the new "L" frames very dis
tinctive in profile. 

The lockwork in the new Smith is the same 
as used in the other Smith models but the 
parts are sized differently and are not 
interchangeable with the "K" or "N" frames 
except for the trigger which is the same as 
used in the "K" frames. The "L" frame cylin
der is beefier and is not counterbored . 
Another beefed up area is the frame/barrel 
juncture. These two departures from the "K" 
frame should assure that the "L" frame will 
hold up under a steady diet of magnum loads. 

Some shooters have questioned the need 
for the new frame size. It is a fact that some 
"K" frames such as the Model 19, have not 
taken well to continual pounding from mag
num loads. These guns were designed to 
shoot the milder .38 special loads with occa
sional magnum shooting. The problem with 
the larger framed magnum guns is that they 
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The 681 offers a 
full length barrel 
lug, adding weight 
and stability. The 
inner parts are same 
as "K" models but 
slightly larger. 
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This S&W Model IO, as modified by 
Andy Cannon for Bill Rogers, was used 
in the 1984 Bianchi Cup Match. It fea
tures a Douglas barrel with under-rib, a 
full house action and accuracy job. The 
cylinder and internal locking parts are 
hard chrome plated to assure a long life 
through thousands of rounds of practice 
and competition. 

The Weaver base has been modified 
to accept the prototype of the new elec
tronic sight . Here's a report on that 
sight . 

1985 
Custom Pistotsmith 

Directory 

lill :ll U: I U:I~ ~ 
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PREVIEW: 
NEW ELECTRONIC 

SIGHT 
I t's no secret that some kind of optical 

device has been the way to go at 
matches like the Bianchi Cup, with the 
field dominated by the reliable 
Aimpoint. This year's Bianchi match, 
however, marked the introduction of a 
new soon-to-be Aimpoint competitor. 

The new sight, from InterAim of 
Sweden, was used by both Bill Rogers 
and Tom Campbell at the 1984 Bianchi 
match with extremely good results. 
Rogers set several Bianchi records ~ith 
his Ron Power's revolver before firush
ing eighth overall; Campbell finished 
tenth with the scope on his S&W Super
gun. 

Like the Aimpoint and its imitators, 
the new sight - as yet unnamed
features a glowing red dot in the center 
of the field of view. Unlike the 
Aimpoint, the new sight mounts in 
standard one-inch rings. One of the 
major objections to the otherwise excel
lent Aimpoint is that it requires a special 
mount. 

The new sight is also small. The 
pistol sight is a one-inch nitrogen-filled 
aluminum tube five inches long, with a 
second battery tube on the side 2 % 
inches long. The whole unit weighs only 
106 grams. A slightly longer sight will 
be available for rifles. The overall pistol 
package is about one-third smaller than 
an Aimpoint III. 

The unit uses Eveready E-640 bat
teries, and claims 1,000 hours between 
battery changes. 

While the debate on whether a heavy
barrelled PPC gun with an electronic 
sight is really "practical" will probably 
continue indefinitely, the new sights 
have been a boon to handgun hunters 
and others interested in long-range 
accuracy. Just put the little red dot on the 
target and squeeze. 

The new Inter Aim sight should be 
available by press time from either 
Safariland or Rogers Holsters in Jack-
sonville, with an estimated ....... 
price of$200. ~ 
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1985 
DIRECTORY 

OF 
CUSTOM PISTOLSMITHS 

T
his directory is as complete as possible. If any of our readers have any changes, additions or 
deletions, we would appreciate hearing from you. 

Listing in this directory is for information only, and is not an endorsement; nor is an omission 
from this list meant to be a negative indication. 
Members of the American Pistolsmiths Guild are indicated by the initials APG after their 
listing. 
There are many fine custom pistolsmiths in this country who are invited to become members of 
the Guild. Write to George Wessinger, Rt. I, Box 40, Wessinger Rd., Chapin, SC 29036 for 
detailed information. 
On July 21, 1984, the American Pistolsmiths Guild held its annual meeting in conjunction with 
the National Pistol Championships at Camp Perry, Ohio. Three new members were inducted; 
Jim Stroh of Atlanta, Richard Heine of Havana, DI. , and Jack Gutridge of Dyer, Ind. 
The 1985 annual meeting will be held in conjunction with the SHOT Show in Atlanta, Ga. in 
January, 1985. 

ALABAMA 
Walker Arms Co., Rte 2, Box 73, Selma, 
AL 36701 (205) 872-3888. Action, accuracy 
and conversions. 

ARIZONA 
Accuracy Unlimited (Frank Glenn) , 16036 
N. 49th Ave. , Glendale, AZ 85306 (602) 
978-9089. General services, plus full-house 
PPC revolvers. Colt .45 auto conversions. 
Combat Fireworks (Robert Smith) , 6617 S. 
McKemy St., Tempe, AZ 85283 (602) 839-
0033. Combat conversions of .45 autos, PPC 
conversions, tuning S&W/Ruger revolvers. 
The Gun Shop (R.D. Wallace) , 320 Over
land Rd ., Prescott , AZ 86301 (602) 
445-0568. Complete service, including man
ufacture of obsolete and specialty parts and 
accessories. Custom grips . Carving/ 
engraving. 
Hammond's Custom Guns (Guy Ham
mond), 619 S. Pandora, Gilbert, AZ 85234. 
Home of the Hammond Recoil Reducer, gen
eral customizing, sight work. 
ll-S Precision (Tom Houghton) POB 512, 
r. escott, AZ 86309 (602) 445-0607. 
IHMSA unlimited silhouette guns, and glass 
Fiberthane stocks, Atkinson barrels. Catalog 
$2. 
J&G Sales, Inc. (Richard Aldis), 442 Mil
ler Valley Rd., Prescott, AZ 86301 (602) 
445-9650. Tuning/customizing revolvers 
(S&W, Ruger, some Colt); also .45 combat 
conversions. 

ARKANSAS 
Broadway Arms Corp. (Joe Pruden) , 4114 
East Broadway, No. Little Rock, AR 72117 
(501) 945-1853 . Custom combat Colt, S&W, 
Ruger. 
J. Michael Plaxco, Rte. I, Box 203, Roland, 
AR 72135 (501) 868-9787. Full competition 
combat autos for IPSC, basic to full-house 
custom packages. Delivery within 14 weeks, 
in most cases. 
Watson's .45 Shop, 2057 Cline Ave., Fay
etteville, AR 72701(501)442-2967. Colt auto 
modifications: competition, defense, sport. 

Wilson's Gun Shop Inc. (Bill Wilson) , 
Rte. E, Box 211-D, Berryville, AR 72616 
(501) 545-3618. Wilson Combat .45 autos, 
basic to full-house selection, with varying 
price ranges. Complete line of custom hand
gun accessories. Catalog $2. 

CALIFORNIA 
Auto Shop (Craig Wetstein) 8545 Wash
ington Blvd. , Culver City, CA 90230 (213) 
836-0179. Customizing/accurizing .45 autos. 
Bain & Davis (Jon Harting), 559 W. La 
Tunas Dr. , San Gabriel , CA 91776 (213) 
284-2264. Accurizing and action work on all 
autos and revolvers . Chambering for 
.357/.44 B&D cartridge. 
Bar-Sto Precision Machine. 73377 Sul
livan Road , Twentynine Palms, CA 92277 
(619) 367-2747. Match barrels and accesso
ries for pistols and revolvers. 
Cheshire & Perez Distributors , l36E Wal
nut Ave., Monrovia, CA 92016. Custom PPC 
revolvers, ribs/barrels. 
R Bob Chow's Inc. , 3185 Mission St., San 
Francisco, CA 94110 . .45 auto accuracy jobs. 
PPC, NRA bullseye. 
Chris Smith's (Donald Weir) , 917 Trent St. , 
Concord, CA 94518 (415) 798-7583. Custom 
combat, action jobs, PPC and IPSC. Spe
cializes in Dan Wesson PPC, .45 combat 
autos, Ruger actions. 
Davis Custom Guns (Bill and Gil Davis), 
2793 Del Monte St. , W. Sacramento, CA 
95691(916)372-6789. All types ofaccurizing 
and action work; PPC a specialty. (Formerly 
Cake-Davis.) 
Davis Co., 1176 No. Knollwood Circle, Ana
heim, CA 92801 (714) 952-2191. Bill Davis' 
second shop, managed by son Jeff; home of 
the Davis Custom PPC gun, the Smolt, and 
the Cougar; PPC custom conversions and 
super duty-tunes on S&W, Colt, Ruger. 
Davis Co. , 3942 Trust Way, Hayward, CA 
94545. 
Davis Company. 3904 Convoy St. , San 
Diego, CA 92111 (619) 279-2722. Bill Davis' 
fourth shop with pistolsmithing by Al 
Cobertson. 

Duncan's Gun Works (Bud Duncan), 1619 
Grand Ave., San Marcos, CA 92069. Cus
tomizing .45 autos, PPC guns, restocking, 
Colt SA restoration. 
K. Genecco Gun Works, 8825 Thornton 
Rd ., Stockton, CA 95209 (209) 951-0706. 
General accurizing, and manufacturing in 
wood and metal. Works on customer specifi
cation; builds quality guns from scratch. 

Bruce E. Gray Pistolsmithing, 8009 White 
Birch Ct., Citrus Heights, CA 95610 (916) 
726-3850. S&W and Colt revolver work, 
combat Colt auto, bob-cats to long slide. 
Guice Gun Works (Jim Guice) , 405 S. Van
derhurst, King City, CA 93930 (408) 
385-lll3 . Custom silhouette and target hand
guns, wood stocks for TIC and XPIOO. 
Keith Hamilton, Box 871, Gridley, CA 
92948 (916) 846-2361. Action work, accuriz
ing autos/revolvers. 
Hoag Gun Works (James W. Hoag) , 8523 
Canoga Ave. , Ste. C, Canoga Park, CA 
91304 (213) 998-1510. Accessories for Colt 
.45 auto , competition grade pistols/ 
revolvers. 
J. J.'s Gunsmithing, 1637 S. Broadway, Box 
369 , Santa Maria , CA 93456 (805) 
925-2721. Specializing in rebarreling and .45 
modifications. 
Jarvis Gunsmithing , 4418 Larkstone Cr; 
Orange, CA 92669 (714) 538-2603 . Custom 
parts, competition handguns. 
King's Gun Works Inc. , 1837 W. Glenoaks 
Blvd. , Glendale, CA 91201 (213) 956-6010. 
Manufactures King's Sights and shooting 
accessories for Colt .45 autos. Custom 
gunsmithing of all types; .45 auto accurizing, 
custom sight installation. 
LaFrance Specialties (Tim Lafrance) , 
POB 178211 , San Diego, CA 92117 (619) 
293-3373 . Manufacture of Nova Pocket 
Pistols and custom combat sights. General 
handgun modification . Free brochure on 
Nova pistols. 

Lee's Red Ramps, Inc. (Lee Baker) , 7252 
East Ave. U-3 (off75th St.) , Littlerock, CA 
93543 (805) 944-4487. Custom Rugers built 
to order, rebarreling, rechambering, Ruger/ 
Colt/S&W trigger/action work. 

Mac's .45 Shop (Jim McDonnell). Box 
2028 , Seal Beach , CA 90740 (213) 
438-5056 . Customizing/accurizing .45 
autos. Patented ''.AccuGuide" combat system. 
Also custom .45 barrels to order. Trigger 
installation and other work done while you 
wait. Call for appointment. 

John V. Martz, 8060 Lakeview Lane, Lin
coln, CA 95648 (916) 645-2250. Luger and 
P38 custom work in the following calibers: 
.30 Luger, .22 Magnum, 9mm, .45 ACP and 
.38 Super. General repair on Lugers & P38s 

. only. Brochure/parts list $4.50. 

North Valley Gun Shop (Charles Clem
ens) , 179 East Ave., Chico, CA 95926 (916) 
345-2928. PPC revolvers, N-frame conver
sions to .44 Special or .45 Long Colt. Par
kerizing/ electro less nickel/blueing. 

Nygord Pree. Prod., Box 8394 La Cres
centa, CA 91214 (213) 352-3027. NRA and 
Olympic pistol work. 
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Pachmayr Gun Works, 1220 S. Grand 
Ave., L os Angeles, CA 900 15 (213) 
748-7271. Pachmayr grips, combat and NRA 
autos, finishes., .45 accurizing. 
Poway Gun Works (Bill Simpson, Ray 
Peet, Ken Johnson), 13168 Poway Rd., 
Poway, CA 92064 (619) 486-0680 . .45 auto 
(target/combat), bluing, custom work (both 
wood and metal). 
Robert Richter , 5792 Vista de Oro, River
side, CA 92509. Mini-.45 conversion for 
Govt. or Commander Colts. Action and 
accuracy jobs on revolvers and autos. 
Chuck Ries , Box 205, Culver City, CA 
90230 (213) 837-6858. Autos and revolvers; 
tuning, action, accuracy. List $1. 
Greg Roberts, Roberts Custom Guns, 2145 
Delaware Ave., #21, Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
(408) 426-7630 . High qual ity revolver work: 
S& W /Colt. Also quality reloaded ammo in 
.38, .357 , .45 calibers. APG 
Schluter's Gunsmithing & Sales (Don 
Schluter), 568 6th Ave. , San Diego, CA 
92101 (619) 239-1386. Custom tuning Colt 
and S& W revolvers, .45 auto tuning for com
bat or match . C ustomizing most autos/ 
revolvers. 
Mac Scott's, 880 Piner Rd ., #49, Santa 
Rosa , CA 95401 (707) 546-BANG. 45 
accuracy, pin guns, blue & nickel fi nish. 
John Spillborgh's JS Custom Guns, Box 
40529, Santa Barbara, CA 93103. Custom 
.45s and PPC work. Long slide and rib .45s. 
Earl R. Stroup, 30506 Flossmoor Way, 
Hayward , CA 94544 (415) 471-1549 . .45 auto 
accurizing, rebarreling S&W KIN frames, 
Rugers, Troopers (MK III/MK V) Pythons; 
custom ribs with Ell iason sights (on .45 
Autos). Fine-tuning fo r PPC/IPSC/NRA/ 
combat competition. Rebluing/electroless 
nickel finishes. General repairs/tuning. Bro
chure $1.50. 
Swenson's .45 Shop (Armand Swenson), 
Box 606, Fallbrook, CA 92028. Swenson 
ambidextrous safety, "Swensight," fixed com
bat sights fo r .45 Auto/P35 Browning; cus
tomizing .45 autos. 

COLORADO 
Don Bower, 1964 Lansing St., Aurora, CO 
80010 (303) 343-9596. TIC and XPlOO long 
range pistols, conversions. 
Dick Campbell , 1198 Finn Ave., Littleton , 
CO 80124 (303) 799-0145. Custom PPC 
guns. 
Dominic Di Stefano , 4304 Friar Lane, Col
orado Springs, CO 80907, Full-house com
bat autos, NRA bullseye. 
Fisher Custom Firearms (Don Fisher) , 
2199 S. Kittredge Way, Aurora, CO 80013 
(303) 755-3710. Colt .45 auto accuracy 
packages. 
Jawbones Ltd. (William C. BidwelJ ), 1555 
Abilene Drive, Broomfield , CO 80020 . 
Custom auto pistols for duty/IPSC competi
tion; "Art Form" weapons built to customer 
specifications. Colt, Brownings, and CZ-75 
work . SASE 
Robert A. McGrew, 3315 Michigan Ave., 
C o lo r ado Sprin gs , CO 80910 (303) 
636-1940. Action jobs on S&W, Colt, Ruger, 
Browning autos/revolvers. 

Fred Sadowski , 300 Gunsmith Service, 
4655 Washington St. , Denver, CO 80216 
(303) 893-2158. Combat and PPC revolvers/ 
autos; short-action Blackhawks. 

CONNECTICUT 
Colt Custom Gun Shop , 150 Huyshop 
Ave., Hartford, CT 16102. Custom engrav
ing, tuning, grips. 
D.R. Corbin, Inc. 44 Old Middle Rd. , 
Brookfield , CT 06846 (203) 775-2432. Colt 
.45 slide & butt shortening; Seecamp double 
action conversions. List. 
Campbell H. Irwin , Rte. 20, E . Hartland, 
CT 06027 (203) 653-3901. Action work, 
accurizing revolver and pistols, barrel and 
cylinder conversions, Luger rebarreling, 
trigger work. Colt warranty station. High 
Standard specialist. 
Philip Bruce Mahony , White Hollow 
Road , RR!, Box 223, Lime Rock , CT06039. 
.45 combat/accuracy work; trigger stops for 
odd model Ruger SA revolvers. General 
pistolsmithing. 

FLORIDA 
Accurate Plating, 1937 Calumet St., #22, 
Clearwater, FL 33575 (813) 733-0923. Spe
cializing in .45 accurizing, sight alterations, 
trigger jobs. All types of gun finishes. 
Boz Custom Guns, 2933 East Bay Drive, 
Largo, FL 33541 (813) 531-7443 . .45 pin 
guns, auto and revolver accuracy and action 
jobs. 
Crawford's Gunsmithing, Rte. 2 , Box 80, 
Altha, FL 32421 (904) 762-8164. Specializ
ing in IPSC pistols. Home of the Tink Comp, 
a unique compensator (completely remov
able, no pistol alterations needed to install, 
fits all govt. models and Gold Cups with 6" 
barrel , and Commander with 5 1/2

11 barrel). 
Jack's Guns & Reloading (Jack Abene) , 
3911 W. Waters Ave. , Ste. 3, Tampa, FL 
33614 (813) 932-8824. PPC tuning/auto 
accurizing. Barreling, industrial hard 
chroming. 
Reed Knight, 1306 29th , Vero Beach, FL 
32960. Custom conversions, unusual jobs. 
Log Cabin Gun Traders, Inc. (Steven D. 
Rupert), 91 Hwy., 17-92, De Bary, FL 32713. 
Custom combat IPSC .45s/ Brown. Hi 
Power; custom combat revolvers. 
Sherman's Custom Guns (Walt Sherman). 
9621 Rose Rd., Tallahassee, FL 32304 (904) 
877-3390. Specializes in Colt Python 
act ions, but will do S&W or N fran1es . 
The Shooting Shed (A. Carl Steinmetz) , 
1100 Sunset Strip (Suite 2), Sunrise, FL 
33313 (305) 792-8885. Match, combat, full
house conversions of Colt, S& W and Ruger 
revolvers; also IPSC conversions of Colt, 
Browning autos. Custom grips. Discount to 
police officers. 

GEORGIA 
Alpha Precision, Inc. (Jim Stroh), 1231 
Sunderland Ct., Atlanta, GA 30319 (404) 
453-0477. Custom .45s, barrels, compen
sator system for .45, bluing/plating. Bro
chure $2.APG 
Ed Banks, 2762 Highway 41 North, Fort 
Valley, GA 31030. Chopped .45s, pin guns, 
IPSC. 
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Bullseye Gun Shop, 5091-F Buford Hwy., 
Doraville, GA 30340. Colt .45 accurizing, 
S&W K frame action jobs. 
Ralph W. Ingle, #4 Missing Link , Rossville, · 
GA 30741 (404) 866-5589. Engraving in the 
traditional manner: hammer/chisel. Color 
catalog $3. 
Magnum Dist. Inc. , 1798 Shelly Court, 
Marietta , GA 30062 (404) 973-0883 . 
Custom 45 auto packages. 
Strahan & Son, Inc. (Travis Strahan) , Rte 
7, Townsend Circle, Ringgold , GA 30736 
(404) 937-4495. Custom work on PPC/bull
seye revolvers/autos. Design/manufacture 
Mascot sights and slide stop scope mount. 
Accurizing work. 

ILLINOIS 
Donald W. Baron , 6060 W. 95th St. . Oak 
Lawn, IL 60453 Customizing combat .45 
autos; also multi-caliber Colt Commanders 
and fine-tuning revolvers: both target/duty. 
Bells Custom Shop (Dave Norin) , 3313 
Mannheim Rd. , Franklin Park , IL 60131 
(312) 678-1900. Reliable/accurate .45s for 
combat. 
Custom Gun Repair (Bob Finkbeiner, Len 
Irlacher) , 2908 W. Route 120, McHenry, IL 
60050 (815) 385-2111. S&W, Ruger, Colt 
action jobs; duty guns made smooth, but 
"street legal." Graduates of S& W and Ruger 
armorer schools. 
Hallock Enterprises (Steven Hallock) , 
1207 Kirkwood Drive, Pontiac, IL 61764. 
Action jobs: Colt/Ruger/S&W. Combat 
work on Colt .45s. Ransom Rest test ing. 
Richard Heinie. 821 Adams, Havana, IL 
62644 (309) 543-4535 . .45 combat autos, 
bluing/parkerizing. Brochure $1 APG. 
Mid-America Recreation, Inc. (Miller 
Custom Guns), 1328 5th Ave. , Moline, IL 
61265. Match-grade long slide .45s, short 
slide combat autos, revolvers, custom tune
ups. 
Quality Pistolsmithing (Stephen M. 
Snider), Box 301, Energy, IL 62933 (618) 
942-7285. Custom duty-grade S&W 39s and 
59s, combat .45s. Special fin ishes: Nitex, 
Metaloy; PPC conversions. 
Harold Shockley, Box 116, Hanna City, IL 
61536 (309) 565-4524. Refinishing, bluing, 
plating: sights, parts for Colt and Browning 
M58s. 
Village Gunsmith (Wayne N. Hill , Sr.) , 310 
Sheperd, Port Byron , IL 61275 (309) 
523-3444. Tune-ups on revolvers for PPC; 
S&W specialty. Some auto work, prefer 
Browning. Has limited edition M58s. 

INDIANA 
Brown Custom Guns, Inc. (Steven N. 
Brown), 88!0 Rocky Ridge Rd. , Ind i
anapolis, IN 46217 (317) 881-2771. Colt .45 
auto only/accuracy, custom and combat. 
Brown Custom Combat. Brochure. 
Gutridge, Inc. (Jack Gutridge), 2143 Gett
ler St. , Dyer, IN 46311 (219) 865-8617 . .45 
auto and PPC accurizing/tuning. Popular 
Quickline combat sights, also custom sights. 
List 40 cents. APG 
Kent Lomont , 4236 West South , Poneto, IN 
46781 (219) 694-6792 . Tuning, custom bar
rels/accessories for .44 Auto Mag. 
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IOWA 
Miller Custom Guns (Fred R. Miller) , 
2620 E. 32nd St., Davenport, IA 52807 (913) 
355-6165. (see Mid-America). 
Tom's Gun Bluing Shop (Tom Vol
quartsen), 1818 Crestview Dr., Carroll , IA 
51401 (712) 792-4238. Ruger, High Standard 
. 22 target conversions. Brochure $2. 

KANSAS 
Duane A. Hobbie , 2412 Pattie Ave ., 
Wichita, KS 67216 (316) 264-8266. Custom 
silhouette (unlimited) guns. PPC/auto tun
ing. S& W, Ruger, Colt, Dan Wesson tuning. 

KENTUCKY 
Valley Gun Repair Service, 103 Valley Dr., 
Florence, KY 41042. Custom tuning Colt/ 
S&W/Ruger/Dan Wesson revolvers; also 
Colt/S&W autos. 

LOUISIANA 
Clark Custom Guns, Inc., Rte. 2, Box 
22A, Keithville, LA 71047. Bullseye and 
combat .45, .38, 9mm and .38 Super conver
sions. Bowling Pin models . .45 grip mounts 
for scope and Aimpoint. Match Colt auto 
barrels (6") for .45 ACP, .38 Special , 9mm 
and .38 Super. APG 
Ken Eversull, Box 8603, Alexandria, LA 
71306 (318) 487-0823. Custom PPC 
revolvers, .45 long slide combat autos. APG 

MAINE 
Liberty Antique Sixgun (Dave Chicoine) , 
19 Key Street, Eastport, ME 04631. Restora
tion/repairs. S&W collectibles (1885-1950) . 
Catalog $5. 

MARYLAND 
Lou Ciamillo, Maryland Gun Works, Ltd ., 
POB 130, Clarksburg, MD 20871. Custom 
revolvers/barrels, .45 accuracy work, PPC 
revolvers, custom sights, accessories. Bro
chure $1. APG 
Alan C. Marvel , 3922 Madonna Rd., Jar
retsville, MD 21084 (301) 557 -7270 . 
Accurizing autos/revolvers; specialize in 
Colt .45 autos and .38 Super conversions to 
.38 Spec on standard and long slide for bull
seye/IPSC models. Trigger tuning on High 
Standard and S&W M41 autos. 
William L. O'Rourk, Jr. 5198 Grant Pl. , 
Frederick, MD 21701. APG 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Precision Specialties, Ltd. , (Fran Brown), 
24 Davis St ., Springfield, MA 01104 (413) 
734-2665. PPC custom revolvers, action tun
ing. APG 

MICHIGAN 
Accµracy Arms , 677 W. Hol lywood, 
Detroit, Ml 48203 . 
Clinton River Gun Service, Inc., 30016 
So. River Rd-., Mt. Clemens, Ml 48045. 
Hunting/pin/PPC; accurizing/repairs/altera
tions. Custom metal finishes. 
Mag-Na-Port International (Larry Kelly) , 
41302 Executive Dr. , Mt. Clemens, MI 
48045-3448 (313) 469-6727. Special porting 
of barrels on revolvers; custom work on 
revolvers. APG 
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Moran Custom Guns (Jerry Moran), 2275 
E. Farrand Rd ., Clio, Ml 48420. Browning 
autos and Auto-Mag/Ruger SA; tune 
revolvers. 
Rupert's Gun Shop (John E. Rupert) , 8936 
Amsden Rd. , Rte. 2, Fenwich, MI 48834. 
.45 auto (stress reliability over accuracy for 
combat or hunting). Brochure $2 . 
The Sho Gun Shop (Richard Nott) , 26646 
Five Mile Rd. , Redford , MI 48239 (313) 
535-0819. PPC revolvers, .45 and Browning 
Hi-Power, NRA target accurizing work. 
Snapp's Gunshop, 6911 E. Washington Rd., 
Clare, Ml 48617. Reboring large-frame 
revolvers, custom barrels, integral front sight 
ramps, unusual revolver conversions. 
Trapper Gun Inc. (Lin "Trapper" Alexiou), 
18717 E. Fourteen Mile Rd ., Fraser, MI 
48026 (3 13) 792-0133. Custom handguns, 
PPC/custom Rugers, custom combat autos, 
bullseye shooting aids, sight blades, tooling, 
bluing and plating, barrels for handguns. 

MINNESOTA 
Action Works (Charles Lowden), 6814 
Elliot Ave. S., Richfield , MN 55423 . Hand
fitted action work on S&W, Colt, Ruger 
revolvers. 

MISSOURI 
Eddie Brown, Route 1. Box 153, Perry, MO 
63462 (314) 565-3261. Custom competition 
pistols and revolvers. Maxi-Comp, accuracy 
and action work; all custom refinements. 
Nu-Line Guns (Gary L. Robison) , 1053 
Caulk's Hill Rd. , Harvester, MO 63301 (314) 
441-4500. Auto/revolver accurizing and 
action jobs. Brochure $1. 
Power Custom, Inc. (Ron Power) , Box 
1604, Independence, MO 64055 (816) 
833-3102 . High grade PPC revolvers. 
Grandmaster PPC and Bianchi Cup 
revolvers. Aimpoint sight bases , 
pistolsmithing tools (marketed by 
Brownells). Catalog $2. APG 
C. Ward Conversions , P.O. Box 610, 
Raymore, MO 64083 (816) 525-4767. Radi
cal custom conversions on S& W Model 629 
and Model 60 revolvers. Long waiting list. 

MONTANA 
Cannon's Guns (Andy Cannon), POB 357, 
Victor, MT 59875 (406) 642-3937. Spe
cializing in custom actions of "L" frame 
Smiths and Colt Pythons. Brochure. 

NEBRASKA 
Cylinder and Slide Shop (Bill Laugh
ridge), 523 No. Main St. , Box 937, Fremont, 
NE 68025 (402) 721-4277. Auto/revolver 
accurizing. Brochure $1. 

NEVADA 
The Accuracy Den (Vern S. Juenke) , 25 Bit
terbrush Rd., Reno, NV 89523 (702) 345-
0225. TIC Contender specialist. Champion
ship match grade guns for silhouette, hunt
in g, target ; .221 Rem/.222 
Rem /6x221/6x47 / .257 VJ/.270 VJ/.270 
VJL/ .270x50R/ .22LR. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Benjamin Kilham, Main St. , Box 37, 
Lyme, NH 03768 (603) 795-4112. Accuriz
ing, chopping, conversions. 
Silver Dollar Guns (George E. Sheldon), 10 
Frances St. , Box 475, Franklin , NH 03235 . 
Combat/custom .45s . 
Vic's Gun Refinishing (Victor Straw
bridge) , 6 Pineview Dr., Dover Point, NH 
03820. Combat conversions, competition 
set-ups, general action/sight work; factory
trained on S&W, Colt, Ruger, Bluing, color 
case-hardening, nickel-chrome. 

NEW MEXICO 
Jim & Phil's Gunsmithing. 753 Gibson's 
Shopping Center, Box 102 , Alamogordo, 
NM 88310 (505) 434-1388 . All custom .45 
work plus exclusive "linkless Colt system." 
Barry Mowry (BJ's Sporting Goods) 513 
San Mateo N .E., Albuquerque, NM 87108 
(505) 255-9259. Custom pisto ls and 
revolvers, action work. 

NEW JERSEY 
Armament Gunsmithing Co., Inc., 525 
Route 22, Hillside, NJ 07205 (201) 686-
0960. General repair, revolver action jobs. 
Joe K's, Inc. (Joe Kassay and Jim Arbes) , 
500 High St. , Perth Amboy, NJ 08861 (201) 
442-4114. Customized autos/revolvers 
(IPSC, PPC, street/target); custom finishes 
and combat equipment. Brochure. APG 
Carl Mustra , 145 2nd St., Dunellen, NJ 
88012. APG 
Precisioned Sports, Inc. (Venry 
d'Aiguillon) , 282 Hudson St. , Hackensack, 
NJ 07601 (201) 343-5007. Accurizing autos/ 
revolvers . Full-house combat autos / 
revolvers (PPC/target). Colt .45, Browning, 
S&W Kand N frames ; also silhouette pistols. 
Brochure $1. 
James R. Steger, 1131 Dorsey Pl. , Plain
field , NJ 07062. APG 
TSW Conversions , East ll5 Crain Rd., 
Paramus, NJ 07652 (201) 265-1618. All 
custom auto work; frame shortening. 
Seecamp conversions to Colt, Detonics, etc. 

NEW YORK 
G.B. Davis Jr. , POB 160, Latham, NY 
12110. Purveyor of high technology firearms. 
Customizes the Llama Omni , other autos. 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Baity's Custom Gunworks and Duncan 
Gun Shop, 414 2nd St., North Wilkesboro, 
NC 28659 (919) 667-8785-838-4851. 
Custom .45s and accessories, PPC guns. 
Jeff's Gun Repair (Jeff Virginia), 1707 E. 
King St. , Boone, NC 28607 (704) 264-6430. 
PPC, IPSC pin guns and metallic silhouette 
conversions; general action work. 
Mullis Guncraft (Brent Mullis) , 3518 Law
yers Road East, Monroe, NC 28110 (704) 
283-8789. Quality revolver tuning/accuriz
ing. Custom bluing and stainless steel 
finishes. List. 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER •JANUARY /FEBRUARY 1985 



NORTH DAKOTA 
CW Sports (Collin Weisz) , RRl , Box 70, 
Underwood, ND 58576 (701) 442-3501. 
Action jobs on Ruger, S&W, Colt revolvers. 
Ruger is specialty. 

OHIO 
Cleveland Bluing Co., 1023 E. !85th St. , 
Cleveland, OH 44119 (216) 481-2104. Custom 
autos/revolvers. 
Devel Corporation. 7100 Wilson Mills Rd. , 
Chesterland , OH 44026 (216) 423-0727 . 
Conversion of Colt/S&W autos (competi
tion/concealment carry) ; accessories for 
both makes. 
Kohuth's Custom Handguns (Bill 
Kohuth) , 3937 Risher Road , Youngstown, 
OH 44511. Custom combat modifications for 
.45 auto. 
Schneider Gunsmithing (James 
Schneider) , 404 W Garbry Rd., Piqua, OH 
45356 (513) 773-1417. Accurize PPC 
revolvers, Colt .45 govt. S&W and Pythons. 

Seme's Gunsmithing (Bernard Seme, Jr.), 
3927 Broadview Rd., POB 323, Richfield , 
OH 44286 (216) 659-4141. Basic and full
house combat and PPC conversions; caliber 
conversion. Parkerizing. 
SSK Industries, Rte. 1, Della Dr. , Bloom
ingdale, OH 43910 (612) 264-0176. Custom 
XP-100 conversions, custom TIC barrels, 
scope mounts/ribs , rechambering, hard 
chroming. APG 

OKLAHOMA 
Price Combat Guns (Bud Price), Western 
Gun Exchange, 119 Commerce St., Com
merce, OK 74339. Colt .45 auto and Brown
ing HP for IPSC competition. Metal 
checkering. Custom combat work for 
accuracy/reliability. 
Target Works Co. 38 N. Harvard , Tulsa, 
OK 74115 (918) 835-4545. Custom made .45s 
big or small. Accuracy & street jobs. 
"Greek" Vaniadis , 2170 S. Sheridan, Tulsa, 
OK 74129 (918) 835-4545 . .45 swaged mag 
well, action and accuracy work. 
Royce 0. Weddle , 4lll 24th Ave. , N.W 
Norman , OK 73069 (405) 364-0444. 
Custom target revolvers, action jobs, single
or double-action trigger jobs. APG 

OREGON 
Lenz Firearms Co., 310 River Rd. , 
Eugene, OR 97404. Custom parts, cqnver
sions, tune-ups and factory service on Colt, 
Dan Wesson, Mossberg. 
K & R Leonard, 3353 SE 13th Ave., Port
land , OR 97202 (503) 236-8184. PPC con
versions , S&W /Ruger revolvers for 
competition and duty ; 4" bull barrel 
revolvers for duty. Douglas barrels, Aristo
crat sights. APG 
George F. Long c/o Rogue River Gun
works, 914 Rogue River Hwy. , Grants Pass, 
OR 97527 (503) 476-1506. APG 
RPS Gunshop (Jim Rice) , Box 3502, Cen
tral Point, OR 97502 (503) 664-5010. PPC 
custom and duty revolvers, bull barrels, tune/ 
accurize ; some auto work. 

SEND A BUCK FOR 
IHMSA - P.P.C. IPSC 

PHONE 215-398-2362 
Patent Pending 

PIN AND COMBAT .45 AUTO'S - COMP. II 
Kart Match Barrel - Tapered Cone System 

6 Port Holes - Machined From 4140 - Fixed 
Solid to Barrel - Full length Recoil Spring and 

Compensator Guide - Keeps Compens3tor Centered 
During Cycling - Precision Machined to Each Gun 

Guaranteed 21/2" 10 Shot Groups at 5:> Yds. 

STAYS AS UNIT IN SLIDE OR EASILY REMOVED FOR 
CLEANING 

CUSTOM X-P lOO'S + T / C'S - CUSTOM REVOLVERS 
1725 MINESITE ROAD ALLENTOWN, PA. 18103 

CATALOG 

PISTOLSMITH 
l have 34 years expe ri ence repairing and building a ll types of sporting 
fi rearms. Compl ete fa ciliti es for th e type of wo rk that is required. 

Combat • Pin shoot ing • Target • Silhouett e 
COLT FACTORY WARRANTEE SERVICE CENTER 

HI GH STANDARD SPEC IALIST - ALL MODELS 
SM ITH & WESSON DOUBLE ACTION IMPROVEME NTS 

J\ on e miln shop that ca res. and a shoot e r who kno ws whilt the se ri ous 
shooter wa nts. All wor k is gua rant eed. 

CAMPBELL H. IRWIN GUNSMITH 
Harthind Blvd .. East Ha rtland. Conn. 

Te l. (203) 653 -390 t Zip 06027 

Greider's Custom .45 Shop 
• Highest Quality 

Work 
• Target. IPSC or 
Combat 
Conversions 

• Standard or Shooters Specifications 

For further information and specifications, contact: @"''"·""" ~c .. '~~,~;~", ,-

Bob Greider 
4625 Carrie Ann Lane 
Abilene, Texas 79606 

915-698-2006 

,_ ,, ... "'"'""-JJ/ &ns7<> 
....,, w .• c .. .,.. , ., .. .; .. ~ .. .( ' 

,. ,r. /'ffl '"- " ' 
M1llll ·•IH • _,. F ... "C '-

• -· f...c.rooi• 
. ,. L&>• " rtf t'.l_. · "°S ' 

~---j - ;l,.fp . .!11-.0.. 

-- -"" Custom 
Pistols 

J. MICHAEL PLAXCO 
Highest quality workmanship by a champion 
competitor: 
• Member World Champion USA IPSC "Gold" 

Pistol'Team, 1982 
• Twice Winner Mid-Winter Targetworld 

Championship, 1980 and 1982. 
• Third Place in USA IPSC Nationals, 1981 
Developer of the Plaxco Compensator System 

For more information and gun specifications: 
J. Michael Plaxco, Rt. I Box 203 

. Roland, Arkansas 72135 501·868·9787 
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Custom .45 work. checkering. trigger 
guard modification and accurizing. In
dustrial hard chrome. PPC revolver 
work. barreling and installation of all 
types of sights. Complete machine shop 
for all of your needs. 

JACK•s GUN SHOP 
3911 W. Waters Ave. 

Tampa. Fl. 33614 
(813) 932-8824 

_Advantage Grip System competition proven 

by MICKEY FOWLER 
"The Advantage Grip System was part of my 
equipment I used to win the Bianchi Cup and 
the Steel Chal lenge. Its screw on weighted 
grip reduces recoil by 17%, allows quicker 
sight pi c ture alignment and speeds up shot to 
shot recovery." 

New improved Advantag e Grip System complete with 
checkered walnut stocks. $46.00 - Add $3 .00 postage and 
handling . Ca l ifornia residents add 6 1h% Sales T ax . I ship 
immediately upon receipt of money order or certified check . 
Allow 2 weeks for all other checks to c lear. Dealer inquiries 
invited. Write for additional informat ion. b rochu re and 
mathematical ca lcu latio ns to prove the recoi l reduction . 

ALPHA PRECISION, INC. 
CUSTOM 

COMPETITION 
HANDGUNS 

PPG, IPSC, DUTY, TARGET, 
SILHOUETTE AND SPORT 

·COMPETITIVE PRICES· OVER 20 YEARS EXPERI
ENCE· PROFESSIONAL CRAFTSMANSHIP· ALL 

WORK TESTED AND GUARANTEED 
SEND $2.00 (REFUNDABLE) FOR INFORMATION: 

ALPHA PRECISION, INC. Dept. 01 
1231 Sunderland Ct., Atlanta, Georgia 30319 

(404) 458-0477 

B. Witt Gun Works (Carl Witt), 4020 
Ridgelane, West Linn, OR 97068 (503) 
656-6186. IPSC modifications to S&W and 
Colt autos; Bo-Mar, Hoag, MMC, S&W 
sights, hardchroming, rebluing, revolver and 
auto action work. 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Beal's Bullets, 170 N. Marshall Rd ., Lans
downe, PA 19050 (215) 259-1220. Browning 
Hi-Power (lOmm BBi) and Ruger Blackhawk 
(.38-.40) conversions. Auto mag specialists. 
Behlert Custom Guns (Austin E Behlert), 
U.S. Rt. 611 North, Pipersville, PA 18947 
(215) 766-8680. IPSC, PPC, NRA custom 
handguns, practical holsters , s ights . 
Les Baer, Sr., 1725 Minesite Rd ., Allen
town, PA 18103 (215) 398-2362 . .45 Accur. , 
XP-100, TIC. 
Paul Jaeger, Inc. (Dietrich Apel), 211 
Leedom St. , Jenkintown, PA 19046 (215) 
884-6920. PPC packages (specializing in 
S&W and Ruger) , IPSC packages. 
Aron S. Lipman, 101 Pittson Ave., Scran
ton , PA 18505 (717) 343-7352. Action jobs, 
revolvers/autos. 
W.R. Moore, Box 17252, Pittsburgh, PA 
15235. PPC revolvers, combat autos. 
Stine's Custom Pistolsmithing, 32 E. Cot
tage Pl ., York, PA 17403 (717) 846-7488. 
Double and single-action tune-ups, trigger 
work (both autos and revolvers). 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
George Wessinger , Rt. 1, Box 40 , 
Wessinger Rd ., Chapin, SC 29036. APG 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
Shootist Supply (John Cook) , 622 5th Ave., 
Belle Porche, SD 57717 (605) 892-2822. 
Revolver and auto work, IPSC autos, mail 
order accessories for .45s. 

TENNESSEE 
Small Arms Weaponry, 141 Donelson Pike, 
Nashville, TN 37214 (615) 889-0862. Gen
eral customizing, both autos and revolvers. 

TEXAS 
D&J Gun Repair (Darrell Douglas) , 2045 
High, Longview, TX 75602 (214) 758-4735. 
Customized Rugers and .45 autos. 
Dempsey Custom Gun , 19715 Bolton 
Bridge Lane, Humble, TX 77338 (713) 
446-7842. IPSC .45s, PPC revolvers, cus
tomizing, accurizing, conversions, re-barrel
ing (Colt, S&W, Ruger and Dan Wesson) . 
Freshour Mfg. Co. (R.L. Freshour), 1914 
15th Ave. N., Texas City, TX 77590 (713) 
945-7726. Custom pistol/revolver work, sil-
houette pistols, custom sights/ribs. 
Martin Custom Gunsmithing, 514 E. 
Main , Robstown, TX 78380 (512) 378-9755. 

·Colt .45 work for duty, IPSC, bullseye. 
Greider's Custom 45 Shop, 4625 Carrie 
Ann Lane, Abilene , TX 79606 (915) 
698-2006. Target, IPSC or combat conver
sions to 45 autos. 
Henderson Custom Guns (John Hender
son), 5233 Palmer Dr., Ft. Worth , TX 76117 
(817) 834-8479. Custom bullseye pistols, 
autos and PPC guns. Also work on .22s. 
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Don Judd, 3202 W Dengar St., Midland, 
TX 79701 (915) 694-1766. Combat/target .45 
ACP, accuracy work, custom metal working, 
rebarreling, action tuning, sight and rib 
installation, refinishing. Catalog/price list. 
Reeves C. Jungkind, Box 4087, Austin, TX 
78773 . DA conversions on Colt Python, for 
competition or duty use. 
King's Armory (Richard King) , 3005 Mon
ties Lane, Arlington, TX 76015 (817) 
265-0118 . Custom unlimited XP-100 pistols. 
King tube sight, custom stocks. 
Clint Greenwood , Box 73 , Houston , TX 
77080. Pin guns, action & accuracy work . 
Mike's Gunsmith Shop (Michael Ray 
Watkins) , 918 84th St. , Lubbock, TX 79423 
(806) 745-1269 . Trigger and accurizing for 
NRA match; .45 auto combat a specialty. 
Will build PPC and IHMSA unlimiteds. 
Patton's Custom Guns (Leroy W Patton) , 
POB 4016 , Temple , TX 76501 (817) 
778-6453 . Accuracy / action jobs on 
revolvers/autos for PPC, NRA or combat. 
Ken Starnes, R.l , Box 269, Scroggins, TX 
75480 (214) 365-2312. XP-100 conversions, 
PPC revolvers, duty and competition tuning. 
Browning and Colt warranty service , 
refinishing. 
Teague's Gun and Tackle , 420 W 4th , 
Weatherford , TX 76086 (817) 599-8061. 
Ruger Single Six .22 revolver conversions. 
Walters Industries (Dave Walters) , 6226 
Park Lane, Dallas , TX 75225 (214) 
691-6973 . Combat and NRA target .45s. 
Brochure $2 . 
Bill Wiseman, 3600 Old College Road , 
Byron , TX 77801 (409) 846-3990 .. 45 
accuracy jobs. Also works on Brownings and 
other autos. 

VIRGINIA 
Fred's Gun Shop (Fred Schmidt) , 5904 Sig
nal Hill Rd ., Mechanicsville, VA 23lll (804) 
746-9269. PPC revolvers, .45 accuracy jobs. 
APG 

WASHINGTON 
Robert L. Nassenstein, 4304-6th Ave. , 
Tacoma , WA 98406 (206) 752-3107 . 
Accurizing .45, custom parts. 
Spokhandguns, Inc. , East 19ll Sprague 
Ave., Spokane, WA 99202 (509) 534-4112 . 
Specializing in S&W revolvers, Ruger SAs, 
Colt autos and "one-of-a-kind" custom 
conversions. 
The Sight Shop (John G. Lawson) , 1802 E. 
Columbia Ave. , Tacoma, WA 98404 (206) 
474-5465 . "Master's Choice" combat pistols 
for IPSC, pin , military, police competition . 
Bluing/plating. Luger/Nambu restoration . 
Brochure. 

WISCONSIN 
Armament Systems & Procedures, Inc. 
(Kevin Parsons), Box 356, Appleton , WI 
54912 (414) 731-8893 . ASP M39 conversion, 
.44 Special Ruger DA revolver conversions. 
Catalog $3 . 
Pidcock's Gun Shop, 13 W Geneva St. , 
Elkhorn , WI 53121 (414) 723-2235 . .45 
accurizing , ta rget and combat PPC 
revolvers, all custom work. 

ACCURACY-DEPENDABILITY-OUALITY 
"Ja rvis guns are th e most 
cons istently accura te g uns 
I've sho t". -John Pride 

HOLDER OF CALIFORNIA 

STA TE .. 1500 .. MATCH RECORD 

1498·116X 

• PPC GUNS 
•BIANCHI 

REVOLVERS 

•PIN GUNS 
e IPSC GUNS 

ALSO: 
MT· 1 AIM POIN T MOU NT 
FOR BULL BARRELL 
REVOLVE RS 

JARllS GUNSMITHIN& / 4418 LARISTONE CR. I ORANGE. CA 92869 / (714) 538·2603 
SEND $1 FOR PICTURE CATALOGUE 

3 inch .410 & or .45 Colt 
STAINLESS STEEL DERRINGER 

AMERICAN DERRINGER CORPORATION 
P.O. BOX 8983 • DEPT. AH-4 • WACO, TEXAS 76714 

W'ftRNINn• The FIRING SIMUL~TOR for your .45 Auto 
II u. Won't show on the lme ... 

. . . But will show in your score 

• NO MODIFICATION 

• INSTALLS EASILY 

• RAPIO FIRE TIMING 

• COMPLETELY SAFE 

• ORAW FROM HOLSTER 

• HAVE A RANGE AT HOME 

• CO, or COMPRESSED AIR 

• ORY FIRE REALISTICALLY 

• CYCLES SLIOE ANO RECOILS 

• LETS YOU PRACTICE OAILY 

• INEXPENSIVE, 80 SHOTS 1 CENT 

• OVERCOME FLINCH, TRIGGER JERK 

• 15 OAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

• PRACTICE TRIGGER CONTROL & toLLOW THROUGH 

Detailed broc hure sent on request 

..This system is a must for anyone 
serious about improving their ·de/en· 

sive· or ·competition· pistol skills .. 
- Mickey Fowler & Mike Dalton 

tlSl1 Internat ional Shoollsts lnc. 

ORDER FROM: p.lfVANCE,>.l) 

~ 
~45 u 

SIMULATOR for std .. 45 $120 oo 
SIMULA TOR wtco1 regulator. 150 P SJ $156.00 
SIMULATOR wtreg. & full co1 bottle $236 oo 

AOVANCEO .45 TECHNOLOGY 
Dept. AH 

1031 Elder St. 
Oxnard, CA 93030 
(805) 485·0113 
(805) 485-4435 

:/> "~ ~CJJNOLO INC. 
I S I "home practice dry fire kit" 

included with each order 
All prices mclude sh1pp1nq. sur1ace UPS Full C01 cylinder s cannol be shipped air Payment either C.O O. Visa. Master 
Card money order. or cashier' s check All per sonal checks held unti l clear Callforrna residents add 6°0 sa les tax 
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#1245 

California 
Challenger 
Many new products 
for practical pistol 
shooters and law 
enforcement. Send 
$ l.00 for current ' PaL Pend ~ 
catalog. 

VISA or MasterC harge Accepted. 
$-Wflr, 

Ill ~ Davis Leather Company 
if ~ 3930 Valley Blvd. Unit F ..& J. Walnut, CA 91789 (714) 598-5620 

CUSTOM 
JACKETED 
BULLETS 

Fit to individual's barrel-Available in .38/.357 
Cal. More to come. Send $1.00 for info. applied 
to first order. DBM SPECIALTY, PO. Box 58, 
Holmes, PA 19043 

• Your love at guns and shoo! 1ng can 
leacl to an exc111ng career opponun-
1ty1 Let lc<ld1ng Arrns Experts train 
you for a career 1n gun repair Feel 
Gun Law perrn11s licensed trainees 
to sell arms ammo without inven
tory . We show you tlow to save up to 
25% and more on fine guns acces
sories qunsm1th supplies' Stml 
your own business. or prepare now 

DON JUDO 45 ACCURACY JOBS 
DONALD K. JUDD. INC. 

TARGET / COMBAT PISTOLSMITHING THE 45 ACP 

GUARANTEED ACCURACY AND PERFORMANCE 
COLT . . . S&W ... RUGER 

LONG SASE FOR DESCRIPTIVE PRICE LIST 

P.O. BOX 50366 
MIDLAND. TEXAS 79710 

915-694-1766 
NRA LIFE MEMBER 

rN1t1t~ M~~ry~!~ 
~~~- OVER 460pgs. 
HUGE NEW CATALOG #12 • 21/2 lbs. 
LISTS· PRICES the 200 Se d..---
million items we stock. 
1000's of ILLUSTRATIONS - .95 
DRAWINGS. Loaded with today 
New Addition s - LATE ST 
PRICE S on Fore ign. U.S .. 
Antiq ue, Modern. Mi lit ar\' 
Part s & Acce ssories. Helpful 
Sc hematics MA C HINE GUNS . 
Used by Militaries . Collec tors, 
Gunsmiths the world over. 
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WHAT'S 
NEW 
H oppe's has recently introduced a line of 

new stainless steel cleaning brushes in 
.22, .38, .44/ .45, .32 and 35/9mm calibers. 

These are said to handle the tough cleaning 
jobs often fo iled by plastic or bronze brushes 
... In case you haven't seen the new prints 
Smith & Wesson is offering to the purchasers 
of select handgun models, you are missing 
something. These prints are offered as Jim-

ited editions, signed by the artist, Joe Isom, 
and serial numbered to match the handgun 
purchased . Watch for the S& W ads for details 
... Lin Trapper has a new addition to his line 
of Bullseye Shooting Aids; Kit #23 for the 
Colt Di amondbac k, Detective Spec ial, 
Cobra and Agent. This spring kit , Trapper 
claims, will reduce the trigger pull within 
minutes. It's easy to install , and sell s for 
$11.50. Write Trapper at Bullseye Shooting 
Aids, 18717 E . Fourteen Mile Rd., Dept. 
AH , Fraser, MI 48026 . .. Pachmayr, in 
response to requests from European police 
agenc ies, has created a Signature grip for the 
Sig-Sauer P225. The grip features the wrap
around style with steel insert. In addition, the 
backstrap for the P225 is a metal, rubber
covered , checkered mainspring housing. 
Pachmayr has also announced a Compac 
style grip for the Rossi line of revolvers. Of 

THETllEEI 
SHDI' Specializing in 

Custom Knife 
Supplies 

• Blades • Spacer Material 
•Nickle Silver •Brass• Ivory 
• Laminated Woods • Micarta 
• Pearl·Lite 

1120 Helen 
DeerPark,Tex.77536 
(713) 479-7286 

Send $1.50 for catalog . 

CHOOSE A WINNER 

When ordering 
by mail : 
Specify waist 
size, gun 
make, bbl. 
length & 
caliber. 
Texas 
residents add 
Sales Tax. 

AMERICAN SALES & MFG. 
BOX 677, LAREDO, TX 78040 

KNIFE & GUN FINISHING SUPPLIES 

*Specialists in metal finishing* 

Gun refinishing supplies for the hobbies! 
or the professional. Largest supplier in 
th e Southwest of buffing wheels , abra
sives , buffing machinery, Foredom tools 
and accessories , Dremel accessories , 
Cratex accessories, and bluing supplies 
and equipment. Send $2.00 for catalog . 

******** 
P.O. Box 13522, Arlington, TX 76013 

Dept. AH Phone (817) 274-1282 

BE TT ER SHOOTING 
wi th t his improved 
ca st Alum inum Grip 
A DAPTOR. For Colt, 
S & W and Ruger D.A . 
Revolvers. DURABLE, PRAC
TICA L-EASY TO INSTALL. 
THR EE ATTRACTIV E FINISH COLORS. 
POLISHED or BLACK $6.00; GOLD $6.50 

--- TYLER'S TRIGGER SHOE 
Durable light weigh! ca sf aluminum for Co if, S & W 
and many other rnorlern pistols, ri fles and shotguns. 
POLISHED or BLACK $4.50; GOLD FINISH $5.00 
AT YOUR FAVORIT t DtALt K OR ORDER DIRECT . Send 
ma ke & model of gun. No C.O . D. 's p lease. Add $ 1.00 
for Shipping Charges. Fully Guaranteed. Genuine 
Stag-Wood & Synthetic Gun Grips. Lee Loaders
Bullet Molds - Gun Accessorie s. Buck Knives - Hand· 
made Holsters & Belts . Leather & Clarine . 

New! IVOREX® GUN GRIPS 
MELVIN TYLER MFG. AND DIST. 

1326 W. Britton Rd . • Oklahoma City, Okla. 73114 
al o fr e 0 -654- 415 Outside Oklahoma 
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black checkered rubber with steel insert, 
these grips fit all current production models. 
See them at your local dealer . . . Charter 
Arms is offering a wide selection in their 
Police Undercover model. This .38 special 
revolver is available in either blue or stainless 

finish, with regular or pocket hammer. The 
Police Undercover is also available cham
bered for the new .32 H&R Magpum car
tridge, in blue finish only at present ... Colt 
has recently introduced their Officer's .45 
ACP, a shorty version of the Mark IV Series 
80. It features a low-luster blue finish , three 
dot sighting system, and checkered wood 
grips. To mark the introduction of this new 

pistol , Colt is offering a special "Commence
ment Issue" with the first 1,000 serial num
bers ; it will feature a traditional Colt blue 
finish , gold etching, and rosewood grips ... 
SSK Industries (Rt. 1, Della Drive, Dept. 
AH, Bloomingdale, OH 43910) now offers a 
T'SOB full length ventilated rib scope mount
ing system for revolvers and single shot 
pistols. Available in white or anodized blue, 
they are fitted to each individual gun. Tested 

against shooting loose in .45170 Contenders, 
these mounts are light weight and strong. A 
couple of stamps will bring you full informa
tion . . . Tabler Marketing (2554 Lincoln 
Blvd., #555, Dept. AH , Marina Del Rey, CA 
90291) is offering a new adjustable holster 
that will fit just about any handgun; revolvers 
or auto, any barrel length or frame size. A 
series of belt slots permit a wide adjustment , 
and specially treated lambskin innerlining 
protects the bluing. Available in black or 

·SILE·SILE·SILE·SILE·SILE·SILE·SILE·SILE·SILE·SILE·SILE·SILE·SILE~ 
~ !"" 

~ Contour Walnut Grips ~ 
:l Available for: ~- ==----- Features: ; 
iii COLT DET. SPEC. Finger grooved ~ 
:l S& W • J• RD. BUTT Cut checkered ~ 
iii S&W •J" SQ. BUTT Relieved for Y, 
~ S&W •K• SQ. BUTT '( f' speed loaders ~ 
..l _'<.:.._, Dual thumb swells • 

~ .RUGER DDUB~;::T;;~. ~ s~gdo~~ \~;,·,~~!·~~· I 
: 7 Centre Market Pl. grips & stocks. ;., 

fJ'J New York, N.Y.
10013 

DEALERS send FFL Y, 
~ for free catalog. r: 
•SILE·SILE·SILE·SILE·SILE·SILE·SILE·SILE·SILE·SILE·SILE·SILE·SILE I'!' 

BUEHLER PISTOL MOUNT 

NO DRILLING OR TAPPING 
Introducing a different BUEHLER MOUNT-M83. In
sta lls without drilling or tapping. For calibers up 
through .357 Mag. Available in silver or black finish. 
M83 Mounts available for Smith & Wesson , Dan 
Wesson , Colt and Ruger. 

• Lightning fast action 
• Super comfort 
• Double Mag. Pouch 
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•Glare-FREE 

•Protects against 
the harshest elements 

•Deep Black Texture 

•Improves Sight Visibility 

•Blueing Process Developed 
For Stainless Steel Firearms 

Call or write for detailseOealer Inqu iries Invited 

SPECIAL HALF-PRICE OFFER 
ONLY 

$~ $14.95 
This lantast1c miniature electron ic device turns any !ape 

recorder into a SECRET PHONE BUG 1hat s1len1ly and automati
cally records both sides of your lelephone conversa1t0n• Connects 
any casse11e tape recorder to your telephone anywhere along !he 
phone line Automatically starts tape recorder when phone is 
picked up. records both sides of phone conversation with crystal 
clarity . then turns recorder all when phone is hung upi Includes 
all attachments. Completely self-contained uni! never needs bat
te ries! Not to be used tor surveillance ALSO. our g1anl ca1aloguc 
of laser weapons , surveillance devices. and much more is 
included FREE w11h every order r 100% MONEY-BACK GUARAN
TEE Send $14.95 t 2.25 shipping ($17 .20) 10· 

UNIVERSAL ELECTRONICS, 
Dept. HG12, 15015 Ve ntura Blvd., 1'1653, 

Sherman Oaks, CA 91403 
Or send $1.00 lor giant ca talogue' 

H 
1/3 MOON CLIPS 

Use 45 acp ammo in place ol .15 auto mn For 
Colt 17. S&W 25 and S&W 55 revolvers 
Allows slorage in ammo belts & sld boxes 
Reusable mdehrntely For a FREE sample 
send a self-addressed. siampcd envelope 
(We now make fu I-moon Clips ) 
Clip Pnccs 25 for S4 99 . 50 for SB 99 ppd 

RANCH PRODUCTS. PO. Box 145. M'I"'"· OHIO 43 535 

.)6 

brown. the holste r sells for $22.00 
Beeman Precision Arms now carries the Ital 
ian-made FAS target pistols. The Model 601 
is a rapid fire pistol chambered fo r the .22 
Short: the Model 602 is a standard Sport/ 
Match in .22 Long Rifle: the Model 603 is 

same as the 602 , but chambered for the . 32 
S&W Wadcuttcr. Full details at your local 
Beeman deale r or from Beeman. 4 7-A H Paul 
Drive, San Rafael, CA 94903 . . . To perfect 
your timing during pract ice, you can now 
obta in the official timing device of the World 
Speed Shooting Association. The Pro-Timer 
II , from Competition Electronics, Inc., clips 
on the belt or pocket and operates automati 
call y. It permits you to review the time from 

the start buzzer to the shot, time par events. 
and even work from a stop plate sensor. The 
Pro-Timer II is available from Bill W ilson's 
Gun Shop o r Rogers Holsters .. . If you 
want a compact chronograph with 2 to 4 foot 
screen spacing for assured hits with a hand
gun. look at the Model 1000 from Custom 
C hronograph Co. (Box 1061. Dept. AH. 
Brewster. WA 98812). The Model 1000 fea-

MMC 
Adjustable Combat Rear Sights 
Avai lable fo r Colt M -19 11 & Descendents 
(No. 1 base). High Standard autos (No. 2 & 
No. 4 bases) . Ruger Std . autos (No . 3 base). 
Adaptabl e to oth er pistols too! 

When ordering state 
gun, base no., lea f no., 
finish & width o f notch 

Avai lable in matt, 
black oxide & satin 
nickel finish . 

Bases only (less Leaf) 
Plain Leaf 
White outl ine Lea f 

/ 
S26 .15 

7. 75 
11 .40 

Add $1.00 fo r postag e & hdlg . N. M . residents add 
sales tax. 
Dealers please inquire. No collect calls, please! 

Miniature Machine Company 
210 E. Poplar Deming, New Mexico 88030 

505-546-2151 

Lee Echols 
Nali01lalPislol Trophy 

1' Winne1· 1941 

The funnv, 

funn ybook 

If vou have a mouthful 
, of soup- don 't read 

abou t the , 

pistol shooters I 

Send $8.00" to: 
LEE ECHOLS-1640 Maple Dr., Condo #68 

Chula Vista, CA 92011 

THE VAULT 
WITH THE 
RECESSED 
DOOR. 

ASK ABOUT 
OUR NEW 
FIRE SAFE 
AND THE 
NEW 
BURGLAR 
PROOF 
CONCEALED 
HINGE 
SYSTEM 

45AUTO PISTOLSMITHING SCHOOL 
Learn the PROPER way to tune the 45 auto for full 
reliability under Combat and Competition condition. 

YOU will be taught by Bill Laughridge of the Cylinder 
& Slide in an INTENSIVE 1 week hands-on course. 
YOU wil l perform all modifications under the 
guidance of Mr. Laughrid ge. 
The course will consist of the modification and 
installation of the most practica l combat accessories 
to your 45. 
For complete course information on our 45 au to 
pistolsmith ing schools , se nd $2.00 for brochure . 

CY LINDER & SLIDE, INC. 
P.O. Box 937 
Fremont, NE 68025 
(402) 721 -4277 
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tures direct digital readout of velocity in fps; 
velocity range from 244 to 5200 fps; printed 
screens (standard) or light screens (optional); 
power from four C cell batteries. Priced at 
$219.95, optional light screens are $79.95 
per pair .. . Because of an increased demand 
fo r the S&W 469 auto pistol, Bianchi Interna
tional has introduced a full line of hip, waist
band and shoulder holsters designed to fit this 
pistol. Current Bianchi models now made to 
fit the 469 are: Model 4 , 5, 6X, 7L, 13H and 
19L. These holsters are now available from 
your local Bianchi Dealer . . . Iver Johnson is 
now offering their TP. 22 auto pistol and the 
.380 Pony in nickel finish. Both of these 

designs are manufac tured in the new, modern 
Iver Johnson plant in Jacksonville, Arkansas 
... John's Custom Leather (525 South Lib
erty Street, Dept. AH , Blairsville, PA 15717) 
has something special fo r women onl y. Their 
#121 shoulder holster recognizes that women 
are built differentl y than men, and it is 
designed to offer both accessibility and con
cealment. O ffered with a balance plate for 
wearing comfort , the #121 sells for $39.95 

. . . Pistolsmiths, who can never find the 
right screwdriver blade size or are fo rever 
grinding blades to fit the hundreds of differ
ent screw slots, will rejoice when they see the 
new Brownells Magna-Tip Super Sets. Now, 
with the Super Set, you can precisely fit 
virtually any gun screw slot. Brownells offer 
a starter set, with 19 bits and a regular handle 
fo r $27. 77 ; a 39-bit set with box and tray at 
$48.65 , or the 52-bit Super Set with 39-bits, 
IO Allen head and 3 Phillips head bits plus a 
Stubby handle-cost , onl y $59 .50 - and 
you' ll never have to buy, grind or look for 
another screwdriver again . Get the details 
from Brownells, Inc., Rt. 2 , Box I, ~ 
Dept. AH , Montezuma, IA 50171. ~ 

Th e AMERICAN HA N DGUNNER 
incorrectly quoted the price of a brass 
catcher from M.A .M. Products in the 
November/ December 1984 issue. The edi
tor regrets the error. The correct prices are 
$34. 95 for the bench model and $44. 95 f or 
the stand up model. 

Int roducing the 

Shaw Speed•E•Load 
• The Solution to faster re-load 
• T he ultimate in interchangeable 

magazine wells 
• Made of 316 stainless steel 
• Designed for a ll 1911 Colt 

ONLY $2995 

OTHER 
SHAW 

PRODUCTS 

models 
• No alterations necessary 
• Slips on in seconds 
• Increase mag well size by 100% 
• Will last a life-time 

- You Can ' t Miss Book 

Limited Editi on 
Pa perbac k 

s1495 
995 

6995 

Mid South Institute of 
Self Defense Shooting 
503 Stonewa ll - Pro Shoo ter' s Bag 

- Classes Now Fo rming at M. l. S.S . Memphis, T N 38 11 2 
(901) 725-1450 

(writ e fo r class dates) 
*A dd $2 fo r shippin~ and handling, 0 11 all orders 

SHOOT A HANDGUN 
Reveals the expert's way to use your handguns safely, effectively and within the law. It 
describes, with helpful illustrations, the accepted techniques of shooting, and shows you how 
to choose the best handgun for your particular needs. Learn how and where to shoot, the 
care and cleaning of your weapons, firearms responsibility, what ammunition to purchase, 

and much more. Features detailed photos of popular handguns plus 
a special chapter on defensive pistol shooting. SHOOT A HANDGUN 
is the complete manual of handgun instruction that you'll refer to 
again and again . Includes a glossary of handgun terms. Make it part 
of your home library now! Only $8.95 plus $1.00 for postage and 
handling. HANDGUNNER BOOKS Suite 200 Dept. 24H-185 

591 Camino de la Reina, San Diego, CA 921 08 
___ Send me a copy of SHOOT A HANDGUN. Enclosed fi nd $8.95 
plus $1 .00 for postage and handling. 
___ Charge my Credit Card Visa MC 
Number Exp. Date Initials __ 
NAME===--------------------~ 
ADDRESS CITY -------=s=rA'""T=E,-------z=1=p-----
California residents, add 6% sales tax . Allow 4-6 weeks fpr delivery. 
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The I.Ill.II by 
Ed Brown 

6" version shown, new 5" 
model now available 

Send SI .00 for color poster 
and price list: 

ED BROWN 
BROWN'S Gun Shop 

Route 1, Box 153 
Perry, Mo. 63462 

Phone f 314) 565-3261 

BUY RIGHT WITH 
FRANZITE 

Sends 4 .00 
check or 
money order 
for illustra ted 
32-page catalog. 

, YOU STEP -BY-STEP HOW TO: • BUY WHOLE· 
' SALE• GET YOUR FEOERAL FIREARMS LICENSE 

•START YOUR OWN BUSINESS• REFINISH & 
CHECKER • CUSTOMIZE • ACCURIZE • 
SPORTERIZE • BLUE ANO BROWN• RELOAO • 

• BASIC ANO MASTER GUN REPAIR • 
PLUS MUC H. MUC H MOR Ei 

LEARN EVERYTHING YOU'LL NEED TO KNO W TO 
GET YO U S TARTED IN THE CA REER YO U WANT; 
LIFETIME CONSULTATION SERVICE AT N O COS T. 

BE A SUCCESSFUL GUN PR O' 

OVER 40.000 STUDENTS SINCE 1946 
MAIL TODAY or CALL 602-990-8346 --------Please RUSH lull 1n1or111;m on on hQ .... I can become a wolesi;1onal aun<:m;1h 

;he QUICK ea<;y home <;1.id y way No ob11c1a11un No .;;alesrncn •.·, 111 ra 11 
CHEC K FOR VA O< GI D ACl lVE D RETIREO 

NAME AGE 

ADDRE SS 

CITY STATE ZIP 
MODERN GUN REPAIR SCHOOL dept. MF15 

L..:..:3~ ~S~ P~E~,~Z~A~O~ 
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HANDGUNNER 
APPOINTS NEW EDITOR 

The Ame ri ca n Ha nd gunner is 
pleased to announce the appointment of 
a new editor. Cameron Hopkins, of 
Waco, Texas, joined the Handgunner in 
September of1984 to replace Len Davis, 
the previous editor, who departed to 
start a free-lance editorial service. 

Publisher George von Rosen and 
Editorial Director Jerry Rakusan wel
come Hopkins to the Handgunner's 
offices in San Diego, Calif. , where he 
assumes the position of editor. 

The 29-year-old transplanted Texan 
holds a master's degree in journalism 
from Baylor University. He has long 
been active in various handgunning 
sports including IPSC, Silhouette and 
Bullseye. Prior to corning to the Hand
gunner, Hopkins worked as a reporter 
for the Lubbock Avalanche-Journal in 
Lubbock, Texas. 

As an active handgunner, Hopkins 
will bring to the American Handgunner 
the background and knowledge neces
sary to continue the tradition of editorial 
excellence our readers ·have come to 
expect. 

.l ~~;UI~ i L.:~ .. ~·~· 

6 • ·~n•h l y 1: ~. ~.~:~;:'~~.~~:·:,~~:~" ,;~~:.~~·~·:: •t ~-!' "'" ,.., ,,~ .•0~• 1 .. C• • •C ~• C' "<l.c7"Ji.I< • · ·- ' " 

·dcY-.f.:::.~~- -".~;~.~"!!';'.·,. ~~-'.~~1.~".2 ~ , ~ . .i:.. ;,~;~.:.~ o •~~IT!'~.{~ ~.~t-~!1~· ~:-~ -
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ONE OF A KIND-AMERICAN 
HANDGUNNER, THE ONLY 
MAGAZINE DEVOTED 100% 
TO HANDGUNS. 
U se the H a nd y Order Card in this issue 

to se nd for your subscri ption today. 

FANTASTIC SPACE-AGE 
ELECTRONICS 

LASER WEAPONS , INVISIBLE . 
PAIN-FIELD GENERATORS, MORE ... 

Survival writer descovers ... sec ret 
sources for laser pistols , listening devices, 
ult rasonic pain fie ld generators , paralyzing 
se lf-defense protectors, true I. R. see-in-the
dark viewers, absolute securi ty systems , bug 
de tecto rs , voice scramble rs, mic ro-t rans
mi tt ers, electronic t rack i ng devices , ultra
sophist icated detection and surveillance equip
ment , po lice broadcast unscramblers, many 
more too "hot " to print. Send $1.00 for giant 
catalogue (get $2. 00 cred it ) To: 
UNIVERSAL ELECTRONICS, Dept. HG12 , 
15015 Vent ura Blvd., Ste #1653 , Sherman Oaks, 
CA 91 403 

Silhouette Shooters Diary 
SHOOT BETTER, SCORE BETTER 
TAKE AWAY THE GUESSWORK 

Send check or money order ~ 
{CT residents add 7WYo sa les tax) 
wit h name. address. zip code to 

ONLY RAMS TEN, INC 

$ P.O. BOX 396 
J.25 WALLI NGFORD. CT 06492 

BRENT MULLIS 
3518 L aw yers Road East 

Monroe, N . C. 28110 

MEMBER 
N RA 
HH I 

~ <f}uncJw/I 
~ Jld«;.,, f11P1i<nt1 c<t/ fJljwc,ally 

CUSTOM BLUING 
MILLETT SIGHTS 

704/ 283-8789 

Diamond-J-Outfitters 
Deer Joe Stuemkey .' 

Elk 15 0 ;I Rill Sheep J , e 
Antelope ,0 , Bow 
Bear '1 Box 1347 " ..Y Handgun 
Mt. Lion 1 1307) 326-8259 !/Muzzleloader 

Saratoga, Wyoming 
82331 

SUPPORT 
THE 

ADVERTISERS 
IN THESE 

PAGES! 
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FIT THOSE GRIPS 
Co11ti1111erl from paf!;t' 32 

than the standards for which the stocks were 
inletted at the plant. 

No problem. The stocks were removed 
from the frames, and only the right stock 
installed to determine where the gaps existed. 
After this observation, a kit of Brownells' 
Acraglas Gel was obtained; this gel, which is 
frequently used by gunsmiths, is often avail
able at well stocked gun shops, and it comes 
in very handy for repairing many items. 
(There is also regular Acraglas, which is a 
thick liquid , and which , when mixed, sets up 
chemically.) 

The Acraglas Gel kit contains three con
tainers- the actual resin , a hardener, and a 
release agent which must be painted on all 
surfaces that are not to be bonded. Before the 
Acraglas was applied to the stocks, the 
revolvers grip frames were prepared by 
removing the hammer springs, and thor-

orebt 
Oe1e rm1n e th e choking ot any 11 16 01 20 ·gauge s2500 
sholgun Made ol precision grouno s1 ee1 w•lh 
ha1C1 ened tape r Measures 16&20-gaugechambers Pl us 

NEW GUNSMITH CATALOG $2 00 i1,f0
e 

FRANK Ml MEIER. INC. <Est 1936) 
Dept. AH-1 3577 East Tremont Avenue. New York 10465 

. ..... IimUIW 
Baser Ammo high energy impact A New Dimension in Shooting Excitement 

Something to think about if you own a handgun for home or self defense ... 
Did you know that,_ accor_di_ng to the latest F. B. I. stat istics, conventional target range shoot ing is not 
particularly effective training for real world gunfights' "Point" shooting is, and the incredible new 
Rabaser •• (RA H BAY ZER) pistol is t_he easiest, safest and most convenient means of learning th is 
~ind of defensive shooting ever devised: If you prefer recreational shooting, Guns Magazine said, 
t_he sport of pl1n~1ng will be revolut1on1zed by _the Rabaser.-" Playboy Magazine was so impressed 

with the Ra_baser_s beauty and performa nce, 1t featured 1t as the centerfold of its prestigious 
Christmas Gift Guide. To find out what this amazingly ve rsatile shooting invention will do for you see 
your local sporting goods dealer or call toll free 1-800-255-1010 for a free co lor brochure. 

Rabaser Pistol , Protective Case, 
Baser Ammo & Il lustrated Instructions. . $69.95 complete +$2.50 shp. 

30-Day Money-Back Guarantee Dealer Inquiries Welcome 1-Year Limited Warranty 

(_~ }i Q 7900 FOSTER DEPT. HGl -MUpne O't[mS uompcrnp OVERLAND PARK, KS 66204 

PISTOL BULLET SWAGING DIES 
AND COMPONENTS 

Swage hal f 1acket and zmc base bullet s 111 caliber 30. 9mm. 
357 . 44 and 45. Zmc base bulle ts may be f11 ed at 1acketed 
bulle t veloC111es and at a fra c11on nf the cost. 
for 111 format1on and prices co111 act SPO RT FLITE MFG .. INC. 

2520 INDUSTRIAL ROW. TR OY. Ml 48084 
1313) 280-0648. 

Be c1sM1TH! 
~io IAIN WHILI' YOU LIAIN 

I ......... 
flll IOOK 

Locksmithing Institute, Dept. 091-015 

Bi g oppo r tun1t 1es Big 
p1o f its Earn qu ic k ly 
Full o r pa rt t 1rne Learn 
a t ho rne . 1t"s easy Do 
rea l 1o bs All Tools 
-Materials Supplied . 
L oe Sta te o f N J -
Appd fo r Ve terans Send 
Narn e and add ress fo 1 
FREE book 

Div. Technical Study Schools, Little Falls, N.J. 07424 

THE HANDGUN 
THAT ALTERED 
THE GAME! ,,,,..,,,.~ 

CONTENDER 
Pistol Shootin' was once a close-up thing. Way down range was fifty yards and most 
handgun cartr idges had lost their "zap " by the time they made the journey. Designed 

specifically for hunting , Contender has totally altered the history of handgunning. 
Its superb accuracy, coupled with its unique interchangeable barrel system and 

wide selection of meaningful calibers has extended the range of the hunting hand
gun to over 200 yards. Whitetails , Mule Deer, Antelope , Grizzly, Elk, you name 

the North American big game animal and Contender has the trophy to show for it. 

The first "out of the box" production pistol to shoot a perfect score in Metallic 
Silhouette, Contender is now available in .357 Rem. Maximum. 

IF YOU'RE SERIOUS ABOUT HANDGUNNING write tor our new 
· ..&. free, 34 page catalog. One glance through the Contender section and you'll 

_' '--'!,.....·"'' see why Contender is the leader in down range performance. 
,,~·· 

THOMPSON/CENTER ARMS Farmington Road , P 0 Box2426, Dept. TAH-1 
Rochester, New Hampshire 03867 
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VAN RIPER 
AlVIMUNITION 
COJ\1PANY 

Custom I lan<lloads 
.:1'2 Long & '.\lagn11111 . ll .h rngcr 
.:1'2-'20 \\ ' i11d1cs1cr .. fl ;\lag1111111 

<Ji 11m Parabclli1m .. f.f-•l.O \\ ' ind icstn 
.:18 .\ C P &S11pn .ll Special 

.:18 Special .. ii '.\lag1111111 
.:1:17 '.\lag1111111 A l ,\1110 :\fag 
.:1.)7 .\ 11 10 :\lag .. !..) ACP & .\R 

.:·!8- m \\' i11c lies lLT .. [:)Coli 
Bren T<.·11 . k) l Dno11ics ;\lag1111111 

Posl Olliee Box One 
Ca rson, l\'c\1· i\lcx irn 87:117 

(:)():)} 7:18-:18~)1 ' 7:18-~)8'2 l 

BOZ CUSTOM GUNS 

Pin Guns, IPSC and Bullseye. 
Basic to full house conversions. 

For information, call or write : 
2933 East Bay Drive 
Largo, FL 33541 
813/531-7443 
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Loads 200 
Rounds 
An Hour 

and All 
You Move 

Is the / 
Case 

• 
If you like 

SMOOTH, Simple Operation, 
Less Parts to Wobble or Wear 
. . . IT'S C·H's 4-Station 'H' 
Press you want ... Loads for 
Rifle or Pistol. 
Ask your dealer. If he does not have them In stock, 
send $2 for a complete C·H Reloading Equipment 
cetalog. We wlll give you $3 back on your first 
order over $25! 

C-H TOOL & DIE CORPORATION 
Dept AH, 106 North Harding Street 

Owen, Wi>eonsin 54460 

oughly covering all surfaces with release 
agent. The release agent was allowed to dry 
and the surfaces given a second and third 
coat. With this completed, a small batch of 
Gel was mixed-equal quantities of resin and 
hardener- in the plastic bowls provided in 
the kit, which also contains a set of measur
ing spoons. A sma!J amount of the mixed Gel 
was then placed in the previously noted gaps 
in the right stock and the revolver frame 
pressed into place; where any Gel oozed 
above the ·Stock surface, it was carefully 
wiped away. With the right stock reinstalled , 
the separation line was covered with thin 
strips of 3M or Scotch tape to prevent the left 
stock from sticking to the right stock; this is 
very important, for combining of the Gel on 
the two stock halves will produce perma
nently installed stocks. A new batch of Gel 
was mixed , placed in the left stock gaps as 
done previously on the right stock, and it in 
turn fitted on the revolver grip; the stock 
screw or bolt was then installed , and the left 
stock shifted as necessary to insure the part
ing lines we re perfectly aligned for 
appearance and comfort , and the screw tight
ened. After 24 hours, the stock screw was 
loosened approximately halfway and tapped 
slightly to break the stocks free . 

Some excess Gel had oozed out under the 

trigger guard , and along the top of the back
strap; these areas were trimmed and care
fully sanded, and the now completed , 
custom-fitted stocks reinstalled . The fit was 
perfect on both revolvers, with no slipping or 
wobbling, and it had taken less than an hour, 
~xcluding the curing time. 

It is not difficult to custom fit stocks to your 
handgun; almost anyone can do it. There are, 
however, some cautions. A bit of modeling 
clay stuck in each end of the roll pins, used as 
a positioning stud near the butt of the frame, 
will prevent the Gel from entering and caus
ing a sticking problem. And , remember to 
use plenty of release agent and cover alJ 
surfaces with which the Gel will come in 
contact; modeling clay can be used to fi ll the 
cavities of the frame grip, if desired , and even 
masking tape can be used and covered with 
release agent. Work slowly and carefully, 
making sure uncured Gel in the two stock 
halves does not come in contact; you do not 
want a permanent installation . (Haste in this 
instance does not make waste; it can create 
unwanted problems.) If you follow instruc
tion, and take your time, you'll be rewarded 
with a pair of stocks custom- ~ 
fitted to your handgun. ~ 

ff 
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., -Pam Comp . 45 ·· 

P O BOX 40529 
SANTA BARBARA 

CA 93103 - 1529 
USA 

S I 00 FOR PI CTURE ANO INFO 

~"" '. Frnm the 
~ ~ Manufactu<e' of 

~ 
~\QUID BRAss 

\\~-CLEANEJt 115 
~ For cleaning 0o 
that extra dirty, corroded 

or stained brass. 
TAU-SQUARE METAL PRODUCTS 

Box 585. Dept. AH- I. Auburn WA 9800:/ 

I Target . Police and Combat patented sights and full le ngth I 
I rib sights for the competitive shooter. 

NEW COMBAT SERVICE! Your slide milled deeply for a I 
I BMCS BO· MAR rear instal lalion $39 .50 . Sights extra . I 
I BO-MAR Cl--J] I 
I World 's Fines! Handgun Sig ht s L___.j I 
I al affordable prices Serrated blade ® I 
I Route 12. Box 405 Longview. TX 75605 214-759-4784 I 

Send stamped self·addressed envelope for cata log 

•••••••••••••••• 
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RELOADING 45 WM 
Co11ri1111erl jivm paKe 38 

rounds wasn't very tight (57 fps) ; standard 
deviation (a measure of how close to average 
veloci ty a bullet can be expected to travel) 
was from 16 to 23, compared with 14 to 21 in 
factory-loaded ammo and 8 (very good) stan
dard deviation in the 260-gra iner over 16.0 
grains of Blue Dot. HllO and 2400 offered 
much the same performance and it isn't hard 
to conc lude that slow-burni ng magnum 
powders aren't applicable in a six-inch barrel 
with semi-auto action. 

All cartridges loaded for this test program 
had magnum pistol pr imers , incidenta ll y 
(Winchester's #WLP primer, for standard or 
magnu m loads). A ll loads were chrono
graphed over Oehler Model 33 Chronotach 
skyscreens at five feet from the muzzle in 75 
degree temperatures. 

Because the fac tory loads appeared to 
have a look-alike Unique powder, I tried this 
next with excellent results . T his is probably 
the best all -around powder to use if you're 
limited to one choice, although as mentioned 
fe lt recoil may be a bit heavier with faster 
powders. 

Behind Speer's 200-grain JHP slug, which 
is a trul y exce ll e nt expander, Hercu les 
Unique is as diverse as you could wish for. A 
tiny 10.0-grain charge wi ll offer 1,149 fps but 
have virtually no recoi l (and it just barely 
fu nctions the slide) , while a 14 .0-grain charge 
wi ll sling the manhole cover at 1,448 fps with 
standard deviation of a mere IO (and good 
accuracy!). T he ideal load ... one which 
doesn't reco il much but which would be dev
astati ng for self-defense work ... is l2.5 
gra;ns of Unique. Reco il is light enough to 
get off rapid-fire shots and hit what you're 
aiming at every time. 

Unique also functions well with the heav
ier bullets, driving the 225-grain Speer to 
1,356 fps accurately and taking Sier ra's 240-
gra in JH P to 1,293 fps wit h excellent 
accuracy al so. Even the 260-grain Speer JHP 
slug responds well with Unique, but I list no 
loads for it because other powders will do a 
better job. 

High Quality - Reliable Pistols 
Basic to Full House Competit ion 

Richard Heinie - Pistolsmith 
821 E. Adams 

Havana, IL 62644 

Please send $1.00 for Brochure 

Now Available to 

HANDGUNNERS 
Shilen barrels are offered in two grades:"Lone St*r" 

and " Match" . They are made of a special 4140 
chrome moly steel , button rifled with eight lands and 

grooves, and stress relieved. 

0 ~ .._ 

Caliber Groove Diameter Twist 
22 R.F. .222 16" 
22 C.F. .224 14" 
9mm .355 16" 

38 .357 14" 
.357 .357 18" 
44 .429 20" 
45 .451 16" 

11/4 X 14 " or 11/4 " X 28 " unturned blanks; smaller diameters can be 
made to customer specif ication. 

Insist on the best - Insist on Shi/en. 
Dealer Inquiries are invited. 

SHILEN RIFLES, INC. 
205 Metro Park Boulevard • Ennis, Texas 75119 • (214) 875-5318 

BULLET SPEED METER 
CHRONO GRAPH MODEL 900 .• ,. • 

•VELOCITY TEST YOUR 
RELOADS AND FIREARMS 

•509 - 689-2004 

SYSTEMS 
from 

$99 
O". Off •WRITE FOR FREE TEST REPORTS 

CusToM CHRONOGRAPH Co. • Box 1061-A, Brewster , WA 98812 

ADD A NEW DIMENSION 
TO YOUR RELOADING PRESS: 

A KIT FOR MAKING .22 CAL. BULLETS 
Turn fired .22 LR cases into .224 bullets -
baskets fu ll , virtual ly free . Corbin's .224 kit 
wi l l convert your reloader into a swagi ng 
press at wil l. Swaging (sway-ging), the 
handloader's ultimate dimens ion, is the 
use of pressure to form co ld metal in to 

precision bul lets. 6mm ki t available, same 
price. Speci fy .224 or 6mm. Special bonus 
offer. Kit: $252.98. FREE air shipment and 
FREE 106-pp swaging handbook. Satisfac
tion guaran teed. Limited ti me offer. 

Send check or money order to: Corbin, P.O. Box 2659, White City, OR 97503 503/826-5211 
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DGUNS • RIFLES • SHC 
UNS • RIFLES • HANDGL 

S • SHOTGUNS • RI FLES • H 
• RIFLES• SHOTGU 

IFLES •SH 

For the reloader 
who needs everything. 
A ha ndso mely bound vo lume packed with 
comprehensive reloading informa tion - the 
famou s Hornady Ha ndbook makes a perfect g irt 
for a ny re loader who needs the a nswer to any one 
of t housands of tech n ica I questi ons. Contains 
new loads, in cluding in formation on meta lli c 
sil houette ca r tridges . . . new balli s tics 
information ... new t rajectory a nd wind drift data. 
Over 650 pages ... t he handbook every re loader 
should ow n . Only $14.00 

,...--------- -- -- -- -- -------"\ 
HORN ADY MFG. CO. Dept . AG-2015 1 
P.O . Box 1848, Grand I sland , NE 68802 1 

Please rush my Hornady Handbook. Enclosed i.'i : 
$14.00, plus $2.00 for postage and handling 1 

Name 

Address 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

\. ~i'.: _ ------ _ ::'~ - - - -~i~ ___ __ ) 
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Hodgdon's HS6 powder is a fast-burning 
spherical shotgun powder which often deliv
ers good velocities in moderate to heavy 
handgun loads. so that was tried next with 
Speer's 200-grain JHP sl ug. There is no listed 
data for this powder in .45 Win Mag, so I 
winged it here by starting very low (as you 
should also do when working up to any of my 
max loads) . Up to 15. 0 gra ins of HS6 
accuracy and recoil is pleasant , but above 
that to a maximum of 16.5 grains I tried , 
recoil is sharp and muzzle blast gets awe
some. All in all. this powder doesn't work 
very well in .45 Win Mag, but in a pinch 15.0 
grains at 1,242 fps is the best accuracy load 
with most pleasing recoil. 

Hodgdon's HS7, a bit slower than HS6, 
worked well in lighter bullet loads. An over
max (by one grain) charge of 20 .0 grains of 
HS 7 behind the 200-gra in Speer offered 
1,504 fps with recoil still milder than that of 
fac tory ammo. At Hodgdon's recommended 
19.0-grain load the Speer slug will hit an even 
1,400 fps with good accuracy and fa irly mild 
recoil, and would make a nice all -around self
defense load ing. 

With heavi e r bull e ts HS7 o ffered 
veloc ities slightl y lower than Blue Dot
equivalent charges (recommended levels by 
load ing manual data). 

The last powder tried was that packed in 
each factory round . High-power rifle com
petition shooters cal l this "Mexican Match" 
shooting; the factory bullet is pulled and 
another substituted of about the same weight. 
I tried over a hundred Mexican Match 
reloads and determined that this would be an 
easy way for the reloader to go if he didn't 
wish to fiddle around working up loads over a 
chronograph. 

After pulling bullets I weighed each 
powder charge to get exactly the 14 .0-grain 
weight of a factory round . Some broken
down rounds had as little as 13 .6 grains while 
others had as much as 14 .3 grains, an inherent 
problem with automated filling equ ipment as 
used in modern factories. 

Substituting 200-grain Speer JHP slugs for 
the factory 230-grainers, I arrived at very 
consistent veloc ities of 1,424 fps using Olin 
powder. By weighing out an extra half-grain 
the velocity jumped to 1,467 . In each case 
recoil was about like that with factory loads. 
The 225-grain Speer bullet , a wonderful all 
around choice, clocked 1,393 fps with the 
fac tory charge of 14 .0 grains of powder. Stan
dard dev iation was a mere 8, and a shooter 
could do much worse than simply replacing 
the hardball bullets with this slug and forget
ting all about an involved re loading program. 

With Sierra's 240-grainer I dropped back 
half a grain fo r safety (because the bullet is 
slightly heavier and slightly larger_ in diame
ter) and came up with 1,344 fps. This would 
be a nice hunting load suitable also for self
defense or silhouette shooting. At 12 .5 grains 
of Ol in powder (again to refl ect heavier bullet 
weight) the 260-grain Speer clocked 1,239. 
Winchester's Silvertip hit 1,500 fps over a 
weighed charge of 15.0 gra ins of O li n 
powder, but muzzle flash was severe. 

Every handloaded round in this test pro-

HERE AT LAST I 

air mail 

Handmade in England. 
PROBABLY THE 

FINEST SHOULDER 
HOLSTER IN THE 

WORLD. 

Original 

"Golde n Tan" 
Colour. 

PRICES: 

4" Barrels (Minimum) $70.00 
5··.5 y,·· Barrels $72.00 

8" - 8 '%" Barrels $74.00 

• HOLSTER HANDCRAFTED lrom SELECTED 
TOP GRADE ENGLISH SADDLE LEATHER 

• FULL GENUINE SUEDE LINING 
• ADJUSTABLE SOFT LEATHER HARNESS and 

SURGICAL ELASTIC back-strap 
• HAND BLOCKED to ACTUAL HANDGUNS 
• Rear RETENTION LOOP 
• Choice of CYLINDER or REAR SIGHT CUTOUT 

RIGHT HAND MODELS ONLY. Sorry no left hand. 
When ordering, state make 8. model of weapon, barrel 
length, whether CYLINDER or REAR SIGHT cutout 
preferred. Send $2.00 for full colour catalogue. 

The Shoulder Holster Most Used the World Over to 
Guard Royalty, Presidents. and Heads of State. 

Please add 10% Send check, M.O. to 
for AIRMAIL Horseshoe Leather Products, 
Post and 132 Aberford Rd. , Woodlesford 
handling Leeds LS26 SLG, England. 

THE ROLLS ROYCE OF 
SHOULDER HOLSTERS 

HANDCRAFTED GRIPS 
FOR THE 

DISCRIMINATING 
HANDGUNNER 

Rosewood 
Micarta with 

scrimshaw on 
eleµliant 

1Vory. 

Your 
handguns 

reflect 
personal 

choice and 
experienced 

selection. 
The grips you choose should be as per
sonal a choice. Badger grips , hand crafted 
of exotic hardwoods and select ma n-made 
ma terials, a re designed for function and 
las ting beauty. Also ava ilable with scrim
shawed o r inlaid designs on elephant 
ivory fo r the most discriminating. 

foll -color catalog , 52. refu nded on first orde r. 
10 % Discount to Police Officers, NRA members. 

BADGER GRIPS 
2054 Youngstown Lockport Rd. , 
Dept. A , Ransomv ille, NY 14131 
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gram received a medium roll crimp, both to 
promote bu! let retention and to ensure proper 
powd e r burnin g. Fac to r y b ull e ts a re 
asphalted into their cases. and thus will not 
suffer being driven back down into the case 
under stressfu l chambering fo rces; nor will 
asphalted bullets work out of their cases as 
uncrimpcd slugs of the handloaded variety 
might. 

Ifs important to recognize that, withi n lim
itations. this auto pistol case does 1101 head
space on the case mouth . Manuals will te ll 
you otherwise. of course. The Lyman re load
ing manual, fo r example, states that overall 
case length must be mainta ined because the 
.45 W in. Mag. headspaces on the case 
mouth : in the next breath . the same page tell s 
you that trim-to-length specs are I. 188", or a 
total of JO-thousandths of an inch shorter than 
fac tory length specs call fo r. I measured 
many fac tory cases before they were fired. 
and some of them were as short as 1.183", or 
a grand total of JS-thousandths of an inch 
shorter ' It is d iflicu lt to be lieve that such a 
sho rt case would hcadspace properl y, if 
indeed this ca rtridge spaces on the case 
mouth . 

No attempt was made to cont ro l overall 
loaded length . s ince the cri mpi ng cannelure 
on the rccommeclccl bullets determines this 
measurement. I experienced only one fa il ure 
to chamber in over 600 hancl loadecl rounds, 
and that was traced to a burr on the case 
mouth (a result of improper case preparat ion 
on my part). It is c lear that c rimping the .45 
Win. Mag. case mouth is the 0 11ly way to 
hancl loacl this cartridge so the bullets stay 
where they are supposed to, without being 
driven back clown into the case with attendant 
sky-high pressure specs. 

T he Alberts swaged bullet also received a 
crimp, right into the bullet metal because 
there's no cr imping cannelure. T he Alberts 
slug was seated to arrive at an overal l length 
of 1. 530" to 1. 540" . 

T he loads detailed in accompanying tables 
show what worked fo r me. 

When working up loads based on my fi nd
ings start one or even two grains lower than 
maximum charges. Unique loads for 200-
grain bullets over 13 .2 grains are not shown, 
but I experienced no signs of excessive pres
sure up to 14.0 grains. That does not make 
this a safe load in all 1f11M. 
guns, however. ~ 

PATCH UP 

Colo rful asso rtment o f a dozen brassa rds 
from leading reload ing tool. componen t 
and accessory manufacturers . Assortment 
depends on avai lability. Send $6.95 to Na
tional Re loading Manu facturers Associa· 
t1on , Suite 101, 4905 SW Gri ff ith Drive. 
Beaver ton, Oregon 97005. 

Semi-Automatic Versions of the famous 
TH E 1911-A1 "Tommy Gun" 1921As P1srnL 

GOVER NME NT MODEL SHOWN WITH OPTI ONAL 
4~;~PA~~iL~~t~ 1 ~NP~~T,,;:> L by A uto Ordnance Corp. oRuM. 

192 7 A1 DE LUXE .4 5 CAL 

192 7 A-3 22 CAL D ELUXE 

1927 A· l C LIG HTWE IGHT .4 5 CAL. 

Over 2 !12 million Thompsons sold s ince 192 1 

As the manufactu rer of Am erica's most recognized guns, we know the 
importance of mainta in ing a reputat ion.Quality parts and expert crafts 
ma nshi p go into each gun and it shows! Send $1 .00 for ill us trated 

ca talog describing each model and our full.line of accessories. 

'i Auto-Ordnance Corporation 
· Box AH-1 , West Hurley, NY 12491 (914) 679-7225 
® -~· ~- -

OFFICIAL TIMER 
Beca use of it s pe rfo rmance a t the St eel Challenge , 
the Pro Timer II has now become th e o ffi c ia l timing 
device of the World S peed Shooting Assoc ia tio n . 

T he Pro T ime r II p rovides sho t mode with revie w, 
s top pla te mode and par time mode. It is the "stat e o f 
the a rt" in e lec tronic timing 

To order, se nd $274.95 ce rtified chec k or money 
o rde r . VISA o r Mas te rca rd accep ted. Add $4.00 fo r 
shipping and ha ndlin g Illinois reside nt s add 6°., tax. 
C o nt ac t yo ur local dea ler . 

Competition Electronics. Inc. 
P 0 Box 239. Ro""< JP . II. 61073 • (815) 877·3322 

CYLINDER & SLIDE 
Basic Combat SP-ecials 

45Auto 
Throat. ...... . . . . . ... . . . . . . . 25.00 
Port. .. . 25.00 
Micro bushing .. . 31.00 
Deluxe Combat sights .... . 65.00 
Recrown bbl. . . . . . . . . 7.50 
Spring kit. . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.95 
Trigger job (4 lb.) ...... • . . . . . 45.00 
Long combat trigger . . . . . . . . 25.00 
Test ammo . . . ... 15.00 
UPS Return . . . 7.50 

Total price $252.95 

~\VM~~ 
@ihl@[pl UullVil® 

9mm Browniog_ 
Throat. .. . 25.00 
Restyle magazine 
for positive feeding . . .. . . . ea. 10.00 
Fixed Combat sights 
(fixed sight slide only) . . ... 85.00 
Wide trigger.. . . 32.95 
Trigger job . . 55.00 
Extended safety ..... . .. . .... 32.95 
Test ammo . . .... 15.00 
UPS Return . 7.50 

Total price $263.40 

Our business is built on our reputation . .. 10 years of service to the serious handgunner. 

TO ORDER ' 
Send gun and M.0 . tor full amount For credi t card 
orders. please supply all informat ion in raised letters on 
card and specify type ol card (MIC or Visa). Orders must 
spec1ty "Combat Special " Please no C.O D orders 
Allow 7-8 days 1rans11 hme. 

More ex1ens1ve custom mod1f1ca11ons are ava1lable1 
Please send $2 for our complete catalog 

CYLINDER&SLIDE SHOP, INC. 
POST OFFICE BOX 937 
FREMONT, NE 68025 
Ph: (402) 721-4277 
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Standard Unit 

Complete with a Stai nless 
Steel Ratchet having a 
torque strength of 200 
inch pounds, th is pocket 
size (4112'' x 6" ) set 
conta ins a screw driver 
handle plus exte nsion and 
a full assortment of the 
most often us ed adapters. 
Adapters , made of Chrome 
Nickel Molybdenum, have 
para llel sides fo r opt imum 
bite. Packaged in a vinyl 
covered ste el case. 

Stubby --
Unit .... 

---liiiiii-..·tl'" 
I 

NO. 9600 KIT 
Immediate Delivery' 

Only$20.85 
Add S2.00 

to Cover Postage 
and Handling 1n IJ.S.A 
(In Canada add S3.00 

Ratchet Assemb ly 

Strong ' 
Ratchet • · 
has 18° ·• Working Arc~ W 

t ' 
Adapters have 
Spinner Tops 

Send check or M.0 Master Charge and Visa accepted. 

THE CHAPMAN MANUFACTURING CO. 
PO. Box 250, Durham, Connecticut 06422 
Dept . AH-1 (203) 349-9228 

'I 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

1118 com111ete 80011 ot 
1aruet snoot1n11. . 
~~E=-·- -

A lifetime of proven techniques packed into a 
sound, comprehensive book on all aspects of 
target shooting-equipment, positions, mental 
attitude, competition. You'll learn how to choose 
the right rif le, pistol , airgun, or shotgun and how 
to decide on ammo & accessories. 
All the basic & advanced strategies-accuracy 
through concentration, match prepara•ion, re
laxation, self-confidence, breath control-from 
an internationally recognized expert. 
Just published, this is the one book that is sure 
to increase you r scores. From silhouette to trap 
& skeet all in one volume. 

YES! Please rush me copies of 
The Complete Book of Target Shooting at $24.95 
(plus $2 postage) PA residents add 6% sales 
tax. If not delighted return the book within 10 
days. 

0 VISA 0 M.C. 0 AM. EX. 0 Check 

Card No. Exp. Date __ 

Name 

Address 

City, State Zip 
Mail to: AH 

STACKPOLE BOOKS 
America's Great Outdoor Publisher 

P.O. Box 1831, Harrisburg, PA 17105 
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IPSC IN SOUTH AFRICA 
( ,'0111i1111rdfro111 pagr41 

match. Here again. the standa rd s a re 
weighted more heavily than the individual 
speed matches. 

A jungle lane, the equ ivalent of an Ameri
can "assault course," is just what the name 
implies-a path cut through the bush (jungle) 
with numerous targets scattered about and 
well-hidden. The bush resembles brush 
country of South Texas, and is not a steaming 
tropical jungle that most people incorrectly 
associate with Africa. 

A competitor dashes down the "lane," 
which is roughly marked to prevent a "shot
tist" from bumbling off in the wrong direc
tion , and engages targets dotted along the 
way plus any steel plates. The targets are 
camouflaged and hidden behind bushes and 
trees. Some matches feature moving targets, 
and the dreaded Guillotine Target that drops 
out of a tree and must be shot before it hits the 
ground. A jungle lane is scored Comstock, 
so you must move quickly but without miss
ing any of the cleverly hidden targets. 

Another common stage format, the house 
clearing drill , reveals a nasty truth about 
liv ing in a countr y under the insidious 
shadow of te rrorism - be ready to come 
across a multiple-hostage situat ion at any 
time and any place. And be ready to dart 
room to room eliminating the "terrs" without 
nailing any hostages. House clearing drills 
are invariably littered with numerous hos
tages. 

One house clearing I shot at a National 
Trail in Pretoria contained several "rooms" in 
the "house," several of which contained mov
ing targets that were activated by hitting a 
steel plate in the preceeding "room." (The 
rooms were made of burlap sacks as can be 
seen in the accompanying photos.) You really 
had to hustle to engage the mover in the next 
room before it disappeared behind a cluster 
of hostages. 
- On the house clearing, as with all stages of 
a match , IPSC match officials enforce a rigid 
safety standard. Violators of major safery 
offences, such as fanning the audience with 
the muzzle, are not only disqualified from the 
match , but also barred from competition for 
the next six-months. All matches are fired on 
a "cold" range with all weapons unloaded 
with the hammer down. After completing a 
stage, a competitor must "hold open for 
inspection" to allow the range officer to make 
sure the weapon is safe. 

Moving to the final aspect of a typical 
match. up-close-and-personal , rapid-fir ing 
events, one can generalize that these speed 
shoots require between eight and twelve 
rounds with the range less than IO meters, and 
with a steel stop plate. Target placement and 
use of hostages vary greatl y. All such stages 
are scored Comstock. 

The start position favored for all stages is 
the hands clasped in front of the body. The 

surrender position is not widely used. With 
the hands-clasped position , it is little wonder 
that cross draw holsters are popular. 

While the courses of fi re at matches vary a 
bit from American IPSC matches. the equip
ment used by South Africans is almost 
exclusively American. Like the lion's share 
of IPSC shooters, the South Afr icans favor 
lhe Colt Government Model pistol , usual ly 
modified to some extent. 

The popularity of Colt .45s should come 
as no surprise until you consider the United 
States arms embargo against South Africa 
imposed by President Jimmy Carter. All 
American guns and accessories must be 
smuggled into the country by European and 
Afr ican black marketeers, and you can imag
ine the ramifications of that. That's right, 
prices are soaring. A Gold Cup costs around 
1,200 Rand , about $1,000. A . Government 
Model goes for about 850 Rand , or $740. A 
Randal l magazine will set you back 30 Rand; 
a Rogers holster, 100 Rand ; brass 300 to 400 
Rand per thousand; and primers, five cents 
apiece. 

One gun shop in Johannesburg was 
"raided" by the US embassy. A diplomat went 
to the gun shop, browsed around , and lin
gered at the counter with some Colt .45s for 
an inordinate amount of time. Of course the 
gun shop owner had no idea why this guy was 
star ing fixedly at his Colts. 

The diplomat was memorizing serial num
bers' He returned to the embassy and initi
ated an in ves ti gati on into the or ig inal 
American purchasers of those Colts. Myste
riously the gun shop owner's source for Colt 
.45s disappeared. Now when you go in that 
gun shop you will see strips of masking tape 
covering the serial numbers on all American 
made guns. 

So the South Africans must battle with 
forces we don't even consider to pursue the 
sport of IPSC shooting. They are a dedicated 
bunch of shooters. 

Their equipment certainly doesn't give one 
the sl ightest hint of an American embargo on 
firearms and related equipment. Everything 
from RCBS shell holders to Bar-Sto barrels 
sneak their way into the country. Colts 
abound . In my six-months in South Africa, I 
saw only one "shot tist" using a non-Colt 
pistol-he fired a Browning Hi-Power. 

And the South Afr icans' Colt pistols fea
ture all the gadgets and modifications found 
on American pistols. Bo-Mar sights are pop
ular as are MMC and other American custom 
sights. Swenson safeties adorn many of the 
pistols. Bar-Sto barrels with small compen
sator cuts in the end of the six-inch barrels are 
also in wide use. 

In the leather department, again Ameri
can-made holsters predominate over locally 
made leather. Remember, South African 
Springbok Captain , the late Gavin Carson , 
designed the original Rogers World Speed 
Model, the prototype from which the var ious 
off-shoots, such as the Hackatho rn and 
Plaxco models, derived. Davis holsters were 
well represented as were Blocker and 
Bianchi . But the Rogers holster was the most 
popular. 
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And American reloading equipment , also 
subject to the embargo, finds its way into the 
country by the ton. I recall a gun shop owner 
complaining that his shipment of RCBS 
equipment had been seized by US customs, 
but he added that the customs only managed 
to intercept a tiny portion of the sporting 
goods smuggled into South Africa. 

The popularity of American equipment 
might lead one to suspect that the South 
Africans look with envious eyes across the 
Atlantic. They do. South African attitudes 
toward American IPSC include a touch of 
green jealousy. Springboks Paul Bromfield 
and Sidney Thorne, as well as other "shot
tists,'' remarked to me that the Americans 
have an unfa ir advantage in inte rnational 
competition because they cla im the top 
American shooters are "pros." They point to 
the rich prize money at the Bianchi Cup as a 
glaring example of how Americans can make 
a living at IPSC. One South African growled 
that Ross Seyfried "makes once-fired brass 
for a living." 

I pointed out that only a handful of Ameri
cans make a living through prize money, 
product endorsements, and shooting schools. 
But they retorted that it is precisely that group 
of shooters, the likes of Shaw, Fowler, and 
Dalton, who they find have an unfair advan
tage. After all , these were top shooters speak
ing who compete against our top shooters 
they weren't concerned about the rank-and
file American shooters. 

Another common South Afr ican attitude 
toward American IPSC concerns the safety 
standards at matches. At the 1983 World 
Shoot in Virginia, the South Africans were 
aghast at the "loose" safety. A friend of mine, 
Brad Butler, who attended the World Shoot (I 
was in South Africa at the time) reported that 
the South Africans scurried around trying to 
locate a range officer to watch them take their 
pistols from their carrying cases. In South 
Africa , one is not allowed to even touch one's 
pistol except under the watchful eye of Big 
Brother Range Officer. 

The South Africans raise a skeptical eye
brow when told about matches fired on a 
"hot" range with all weapons loaded , cocked 
and locked . The South Africans shook their 
heads when I tried to convince them that a 
cocked and locked .45 in a secure holster is a 
thoroughly safe method of carrying the Colt 
.45 . Of course they carry cocked and locked 
on the street, but they somehow fail to apply 
the same thinking at a match . 

Having shot in matches in South Africa 
and the United States, I am impressed with 
the average level of skill of the South 
Africans. An average South African would 
be considered above average here, and an 
average American would be seen as below 
average there. 

However, in the upper echelons of the 
pyramid of American IPSC, our glamor boys 
outdistance the South African elite as proven 
at the 1983 World Shoot. Americans domi
nated with the top South African , National 
Champ Sidney Thorne, placing 13th . I spoke 
to several of the Springboks after their return 
from the World Shoot. No sour grapes or 

SSK 

MOOSE, MICE & COMPETITION GUNS 

SSK Industries offers exceptional services and products which include 41 
AVENGER conversion kits for the 1911 Colt, Match Grade replacement 
barrel s for the 1911 in various calibers , CUSTOM CONTENDER barrels in 
over 75 calibers including the 375 JDJ and 45-70, XP-100 competition and 
hunting conversions, custom T'SOB scope mounts that stay on handguns 
in either shorty or full length vent rib configuration , ARRESTOR muzzle 
brakes , heavy weight bullet molds, SSK SILHOUETTES, incredibly tough 
rubber targets, RECHAMBERING and many other services for discriminating 
handgunners. We want and appreciate your business . Two stamps for 
information . 

SSK INDUSTRIES 
Rout e 1 A , De lla Drive , Bl oom ingdale, OH 43910 

A / C 614 ·264 -0176 

lJkrba ~uu §l~up 
CUSTOM COMPETITION HAHDGUHS 

PPC, ISPC, DUTY, TARGET, 
SllHOUEnE, ANO SPORT 

CUSTOM 'SMITH PROFIU, 

Short Cylinder P.P.C. Conversion US P<tttn1 
Douglas 1-10 twist BBL 1.080 .. Dia. 6" Long 
Square recess muzzle 
Cylinder is shortened to funct ion with 38 spc. 

H.B.WC. only 
• Reduced Leading 
· No bullet jump 
·Reduced recoil 

X·Aing Accuracy 
Each gun individually built 

Fred Schmidt 
Tel: (004) 746-9269 
59'.}4 Signal Hill Rd. 
Mechanicsville, Va. 23111 

MASSAD F. AYOOB'S 
••1N THE GRAYEST EXTREME'' 

I '\ I II 1,k\ \ , 1 l\IWl\11 

!'.r"·nd 
irr. !•• <. 

SECOND AMENDMENT FOUNDATION calls it "Must 
reading for anyone who keeps a firearm for self 
defense." "Should be a mandatory purchase for 
anyone buying a gun." (Shooting Industry 
Magazine). "One of a kind." (LAW & ORDER). "17 
chapters of streetwise information that every gun 
owner needs. Ayoob pulls no punches!" (GUNS 
Magazine). "I learned more about use of deadly 
force from this book than I did in law school." 
(Practicing attorney) 
This book teaches YOU how to use deadly force 
without being ravaged by a ciminal justice system 
that often seems to favor the lawless over the law
abiding. 

$7.95 
plus $1.50 postage and handling 

----GRAVEST EXTREME P.O. Box 122. Concord, N.H. 03301----

I Please check one: 
I 0 Check or Money Order . $9.45 

I 
[j Charge my MC No. 

Exp. date _____ _____ Name 

ID Charge my VISA No. Street 

I Exp. date City 

•
Bank on which account is drawn: I 

- ------- - - - - --- State ip ____ _ 

L-------------------------------J 
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Extended Magaz ine Re 
lease Assembly for Colt .45 
type Autos . Replaces exist
ing release . No drill ing and 
tapping . Available as a com
plete unit for $19 .95 or just 
the enlarged button and 
sc rew for $9 .95. En larged 
button & sc rew comes in 
blue or stainless . Replace
ment catch comes in blue. 
Nitex $4 .00 extra. 

DEALER 
INQUIRIES INVITED 

B1anch1 Holsters Chapman # 50 / lnt'I # 52 41.00 
B1anch1 8 -9 Bell or G. Davis # 114 Belt 24.00 
G. oav1s Holsters: Reahst # 11 45 or Usher # 1045 67 .00 
G Davis Holster Calll om1a Challenger # 12450 67 .00 
G Davis Holster Usher Lowcu1 # 10450 72 .00 
G Davis Holster Phoemx Special #11 450 . 72 .00 
G Oav1s Double .45 Mag Pouch 21.00 Single 13.00 
Blocker Holsters. ISi or Fowler Speedmaster 69.95 

(X-Oraw / Strong side / 5" or 6" Bbl ) (Basketweave add 10.00) 
Blocker Double .45 Mag Pouch: Slan1 or S1raighl . 28.95 
Blocker 1$1 Belt 28.95 
Blocker ISi Belts or Double Mag Pouches in Baske1weave 35.95 
Rogers t PlaKCO World Speed Holster (5" 16" Bbl) . 48.00 
Rogers Hackathorn Comba11Revolver 1Compensator Model 48 00 
Wilson Shok-Butt Kit (Gov '1 or Commander) . . 5.50 
Wilson Shok-Bufl Washers 1.00 
W11son Extended E1ector 18 .95 
Wilson Commander Hammer ...... .. 16.95 
Wilson Tngger 
Wilson Beaver1a 1I Grip Salely (Blue or Stainless) 
Wilson / Rogers or Pachmayr Competition .45 Magazine 
Devel B Round Magazine !or .45 Au1o 
Devel 8 Round Magazine Conversion K11 lor .45 Auto 
BreskoVICh Advantage Grip System for .45 Auto . 
John Shaw Speed·E·Load Mag well 
:::011 or King Orop-tn Wide Grip Salely (blue/stainless) . 
<1ng Exlended Combat Safety (blue/ stainless) . 
Swenson Ambidextrous Safety tor .45 
'SwenS1ghf ' !or .45 Auto 

.John Shaw Pro Shooters Bag 
"' You Can 't Miss .. by John Shaw (2nd. Ed1t1on) 
"'Li le Without Fear " by Mickey Fowler & Mike Dalton . 
Magazine Slam Pads. Black checkered neoprene 
Ou1ckloader Magazine 'Nell .. 

All ITE US IN STOCK' 

MASTERCARD / VISA ORDERS ACCEPTED! 
Give number & Expiration Date 

Phone orders Mon -Fri. 4-10 PM EST 
Jim 71H72~218 Mike 7 16~27-3762 

FREE SHIPPING ON ALL ORDERS 
NYS Residents add 7'11i Sales Tu 

Send tor FREE CATALOGUE 
COMBAT CORNEA 

Dept AHG ACI #1 9518 RI 60 Fredonia NY 14063 

14.95 
... 18.95 

20.50 
.. 17 .95 

6.50 
45.00 
25.00 
25.00 

. . 18.50 
40.00 
29.95 
69.95 

.. 8.95 
9.25 
1.00 

. . 6.00 

-STALWARTrM -
wooaEN 

LOADING BLOCKS 

Sizes available for 25ACP through 577 Nitro 
4 or more for $3.25 each. We pay shipping 
Order by cartridge or write for size chart 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 

-STALWART CORPORATION-

--------

bitterness, one and all the Springboks admit
ted they were out-shot, pure and simple. 
They also went on to make a prediction -
watch out fo r Rob Leatham as this young 
sharpshooter will dominate international 
competition for years to come. 

Comparing South African IPSC and 
American IPSC, I find our IPSC to be more 
enjoyable because our matches are more 
informal and lack the sometimes ridiculous 
safety rules of South Africa. I have never 
been disqual ified from a match in America; I 
was DQ'd at the first match I shot in South 
Africa. Apparently I took more than two 
steps backwards on a house clearing drill 
while fac ing downrange and with the muzzle 
in a safe direction. South Afr ican rules pro
hibit moving more than two steps backwards 
if by chance a shooter over-steps a target 
while dashing through a course of fire. 

On the other hand , I prefer the South 
Afr ican emphasis on the basic shooting skills 
as shown in their marathon standard exer
cises. To fire a 60-round standards wrings out 
all aspects of IPSC skills, which I feel is one 
element we lack in our IPSC. Matches in this 
country lean more heavily on speed while 
South African matches weigh accuracy 
higher. 

I look for continued American dominance 
on the international level. Among the various 
countries participating in international IPSC, 
the South Africans pose the most serious 
challenge to us. But the days of South African 
domination of the mid-1970s are ove r. 
Blessed with the world's best gunsmiths and 
the world's fi nest shooting equipment, Amer
ican IPSC shooters can be proud of our top 
IPSC shooters who proved in the 1983 
World Shoot that America is ~ 
the country to beat. 

.44 DOUBLE 
Continued from page 2 7 

power, these loads have it all over the small 
autos I used to carry. 

The manufacturer states that the intended 
purpose of this weapon is for close range 
work as a police back-up gun. In keeping 
with this, all range testing was done at 7 yards 
and less. At this range the lower barrel hit just 
slightly right of the point of aim, however, all 
shots could be kept in or near the 5X ring on 
the standard silhouette target. The top barrel 
was a different story. At the 7 yard line it also 
struck slightly right of point of aim, but 12 in. 
high. Even so, point shooting at the abdomen 
area produced hits with both barrels in the 
kill zone. Moving to the 3 yard line it was no 
problem to keep two quick shots in the chest 
area. The roundball loads proved very effec
tive out to five yards and this is the load I keep 
in the top barrel, set to fire fi rst. The heavy 
SWC is carried in the more accurate lower 
barrel fo r the second shot if needed. 

The role of the ADC derringer is that of a 
compact, short range back-up weapon capa
ble of delivering a powerful blow in times of 
emergency. In this capacity it performs ad
mirably and has become my 
constant companion on duty. 

Attention! 
(C((»M.[ ·11 ~A\T 

SJH[ ((»{(»T 1.Jll ~ S 
Now you can purchase the 

accessories you need in one 
conve ni ent place . We offer : 

K ings Extended Salt ies 
Ambid ext rous Safties·Swenson 

Co ll 
Extended Slide Release 
Wil son Shok buff 
Wilson-Dwyer Group Gripper Govt. 

Wolff 18 V2 lb recoil spring 
M K IV recoil spring 
Extended Magazine Release 
Micro ad1ustable sights 
Wichita ad1ustable sights 
Seleq self timer 
MMC Bar Cross fixed sights 
Mellett fixed sights 
Beavertail gri p salties-Wilson 

Colt 
Long Match Triggers 

Comm . 

3 l ightening holes 
Magazines- Colt . blue 

Devel . 8 rds 
Fla I Mainspring hous ing- Col t . eked . 

Colt. serrated 
Pach ma yr 

Col l Ba rr<:>ll and Busn1 ng se ts 
Col t Commander Hammers 
M icro Bushing 
Bianch i · Askins Avenger " 
Bianchi "Chapman Hi -Ride " 
Blocker "Security " (teffon lined ) 
Block<'' "X-16 " 
Rogers " Idaho Reloader " pouch 
Rogers E-Z load 
B1anch 1 "clip grip " 
Blocker "double clip " 
Rogers PPS Grips 
B1anch1 "Lightning " grips 
Pachmavr "combat " grips 
Detonics Extended Recoil 

Spri ng Guide 
I PSC Hat Pi ns 

18.50 
40.00 
49 .95 
19.50 

6.35 
22 .95 
27 .95 

4.50 
1.50 

17.50 
31 .50 
49.95 

154.95 
26.00 
26.00 
19.00 
23.00 
10.40 
17.50 
16.00 
17.95 
23.00 
23.00 

9.95 
49.95 
16.50 
9.50 

35.00 
40.95 
35.95 
26 .95 

6.35 
8.35 

19.00 
21 .00 

22.95 
21 .00 
17.50 

28.00 
6.75 

We have consiqerable experience 
in ,,t' rforming IPSC style modifica
tions . Inqu ire fo r deta ils . 

We are a Colt's Warranty Repair 
Station and carry a wide va r iety 
of Colt Parts . Inqui re for details . 

We offer a compl e te money back 
guarantee --

Forwa rd Correc t re mittance in 
cas h. check or M .O . a long 

wi th 10% or $2 .50 postage to : 
FREE CATALOG UPON REQUEST! 

Dealers please inquire 

8IH[(0'((»T I ST 
S111(JI -u ~Tl ~11 v 
},, 1 I~ .ll . l )Jl 4 It 

622 5th 
Belle Fourche , SD 57717 

C.0 .D. 's We lcome 
or Lall you r Visa and Maste rcha rge 

orde rs to 
(605) 892-2822 
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COPS AND IPSC 
Co11t11111ed from paJ;e 9 

to routine law enforcement needs. 
The second form of relevant competition, 

IPSC, has been touted by many (including 
me) as a superior approach to developing 
those shooting skills that will assist the officer 
in surviving long enough to enjoy his pen
sion. The benefits of this form of competition 
include: the ability to engage multiple targets 
at a variety of unknown distances ; time limits 
are extremely short or the shooter is penal
ized for taking more time; ammunit ion is 
subject to power factoring; targets can be 
found anywhere, and competitors are often 
forced to choose between hostage and bad 
guy targets, and shooting stances have prac
tical application. 

IPSC, however, is not perfect and has 
some rather glar ing faults that limit its effec
tiveness. First of all , IPSC shares with PPC a 
reluctance to require the proper use of cover. 
The IPSC approach to cover generally dupli
cates the PPC barricade position using it not 
as a defensive tactic, but as a rest for the 
weapon. Second , the weapons used by 
serious IPSC competitors are not going to be 
found in police holsters. They are simply too 
expensive and finicky to be exposed to the 
rigors of daily law enforcement use. Besides, 
while the Colt .45 Auto is ubiquitous in IPSC 
circles, in law enforcement it's a genuine 
rarity. Third , like PPC, holsters and ammo 
carriers used by most top IPSC competitors 
are not really practical for daily law enforce
ment use. Fourth, many IPSC clubs publish 
their courses of fire in advance, ser iously 
negating the value of these events as training 
exercises. 

The police officer who wants to gain the 
maximum benefit from participation in IPSC 
will enter matches with his duty weapon and 
rig. Unfortunately enter ing a match thus 
equipped, is an almost guaranteed way to 
lose. The .38 Special is still the most com
monly-encountered caliber in law enforce- · 
ment, but under IPSC rules the officer so 
equipped is doubly handicapped ; trying to 
reload a revolver faster than automatic
equipped competitors, and shooting a minor 
caliber against major calibers. 

The S&W 9MMs are the semiautomatic 
pistol seen most often in police holsters. 
While they are substantia!Jy quicker to reload 
than a revolver, they cannot equal the long 
range accuracy of the .45 without major 
changes. Besides the double action first shot 
(the very reason for their popularity among 
police administrators) is a further handicap to 
long range accuracy. · 

Now, I'm not advocating a change in the 
power factoring that is at the center of IPSC, 
but I would like to see a production class for 
unaltered weapons. Furthermore, proper use 
of cover should be required where cover is 
available. IPSC shooters routinely use cover 
just like their PPC "brothers" use the bar
ricade - to steady the weapon. Also, I have a 
serious problem with those IPSC matches 

Designed for 
The Gunsmiths - Dealers - Hobbyists 

Who Service the Needs of the Millions of 
Sportsmen & Target Shooters in the U.S. Today 

Dedicated to the principle that the man who works on guns deserves 
the Best possible in supplies •Immediate service from in-stock 
inventories •Personal association with knowledgeable gun people 
•Constant adjustment in product perform ance. 

SELECTED FOR THE SELECT 
For the trade are tools for every need •Chemicals for every application •Supplies for every operation 
•Accessories for from crown to buttplate, to shoot, to service, to repair, to re-build or build the Gun 
•Electroless nickel plating •Wood carving tools •Engraving supplies •Hot and cold gun bluing 
•Special glass bedding· Acraglas • Acraglas Gel. 

Price $3.50* - FREE TO OUALIF/EO GUNSMITHS/DEALERS (FULL & PART TIME) 
Serious Gunnuts & Hobbyists (Our new regular customers of the future}: Ask, and we will send Federal Firearms Licens ing 
procedures with your $3.50 catalog order. For the good of the entire shooting Fraternity we are anxious to help you get 
started as a legitimate professional - full or part time - or enhance your guncraft. The future fate of shooting in any area 
depends on the activity of the local gunsmith. YOU can both serv e and enjoy! * Refunded on 

first . 0 or er 

MASSAD F. A YOOB'S 
11STRESSFIRE'' 

Volume I of 
Gunji9htin9 for Polin" 

"ldlJonced Ta(;fics and Techniquc:1> 

by ltfa.ssad F. Ayoob 
w1tl1forcword by Ray C hapmo11 

At lost! The first volume of Mossod Ayoob's long 
awaited series on ''Gunfighting for Police: 

Advanced Tactics and Techniques." 
"STRESSFIRE" is the result of Ayoob ' s 

years of research about what actually 
happens in gunfights. 

Learn how stress and adrenalin affect the 

mind and body, ruining conventional shooting 

techniques under pressure . . . and how new 

techniques actually feed off that pressure to 

make you perform better under stress! 

$9.95 
plus $1.50 postage and handling 

I -------POLICE BOOKSHELF P.O. Box 122, Concord, N.H . 03301----- I 

I Please check one: I 
I D Check or Money Order-$ 11.45 I 
I D Charge my MC No. I 
I Exp. date Name ---------~---- I 
I D Charge my VISA No. _______ Street -------------- I 
I E;;p. date I 
I Bank on which account is drawn: City ---------------- I 
I State ________ Zip _____ I 
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PYTHON BBLS: 8"-$94, 6"-$82 
Whrd ~ un <!E onu rrs1on S & W and COLT WARRANTY STATIO N 

S & Wan d COLT PART S DISTRIBUTOR 

6" & 8" Python Bbl 's fitted to K & N frame S&W 
S&W Model 28 converted to 44SP & 45LC , etc . 
K frame S&W converted to 25-20, 32, etc . 
S&W N-frame-convertible to 45LC & 45ACP 
S&W N-frame converted to K Round Butt 
Ruger SA 357 converted to 44 / 40, 44SP, 45LC, etc . 
Ruger SA fitted with 10" barrel , any caliber 
Cy linders rechambered-Barrels relined 
PPC guns built-Bull barrels fi tted- Actions tu ned 
Electroless Nickel-Parkerizing-Reblueing 

S& W rear sigh t with our front sight fitted 
to Colt slide & othe r Combat Modificati ons! 

~u-1fiine ® uns, ~nc. 
Dept. AH 

1053 CAULKS Hil l ROAD 
HARVESTER. MISSOURI 63303 
(314) 441 -4500 (314) 44 7-4501 

'-~ Marksman Speed 
~ Combo 
Millett Sights proudly introduces the " Marksman Speed Combo." A very 
special high visibility sight system engineered to meet the challenge of 
today's practical shooting competitions. 

The Marksman Speed Combo features a large .410 target rear blade with 
an extra deep notch-.100d x .125w, for fast 

sighting. The blade is all black with Millett's 
positive light deflection serrations. The 
b laze orange bar front sight contrasts 

sharply against 
the background 
and is very easy 

For: to pickup. (Optional white bar & 
ColtGovernment&Commander . .. . ... $59.95 d f t ·1 bl ) 
co1tG01dcup . ...... . ............ . . $54.95 serrate ramp ron ava1 a e. 
CustomComba!LowProfile .... . ..... . $59.95 Get the competitive edge with the 
(Installation requires machining) 
Rearblades&frontslghtsavailableseparately. Marksman Speed Combo and watch 

your accuracy & shooting time improve. 

See your local dealer or send $1 . U.S. ($3. foreign) for complete Catalog. 
COLT GOVERNMENT 8r COMMANDER•GOLD CUP•CUSTOM COMBAT LOW PROFILE 

Millett Sights 
16131 GOTHARD ST. HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92647 (7 14) 842-5575 

WATSON COMPENSATOR SYSTEMS 

~\\lSON;r 
.45 

SHOP 
2057 CLINE AVENUE 

FAYETTEVILLE , ARKANSAS 7270 1 
RICHARD L. WATSON - PISTOLSMITH 

50 1-44 2-2967 

that require more than one reload . As some
one who has surv ived lethal confrontations, I 
can assure you that six magazines were not 
needed to come out alive. 

The biggest reason that IPSC has not been 
more responsive to the needs of law enforce
ment personnel, is simply because cops make 
up such a small percentage of IPSC com
petitors. The way to make this organization 
more cop-oriented, is to join it and change 
that emphasis. 

IPSC may not be the perfect vehicle to 
sharpen the survival skills of a police officer, 
but is certainly better than the bu1K. o the 
weapons training offered by police depart
ments. The exceptional minds that developed 
and have refined IPSC to its current state are 
working to overcome many of the concerns 
I've raised . 

I personally participate in IPSC matches to 
hone the technique needed to survive. While 
adherance to sound street survival principles 
may take me out of winning contention in 
ma tc hes, it has mad e.. me a w inne r 
in the street, where it 
really counts ' 

SOUTHPAWS 
{,'0111i11 11edfrn111 page ./3 

the strength my thumb does, and a short 
spring makes it light enough to drop a maga
zine in a hurry under stress. Obviously if you 
remove so many coils that the magazine 
drops on its own , you have gone too far, so 
cut one coil at a time. We left -handers don't 
have to shi ft our grip to drop magazines as 
most r ight-handers do. An oversized or 
ex te nded magaz ine re lease button will 
me rely get in the way of your tr igger fi nger. 
T he ex te nded magaz ine re lease which 
extends back into the grip is downright haz
ardous for a left-hander. Use one and sooner 
or later you will drop a magazine in mid
str ing. 

I've tried a lot of the gadgets, but the more I 
shoot, the fewer gadgets I want on my guns 
anyway. Anything that can break will break, 
and even an oversized magazine button cost 
me a match once, so I stopped using them . 
Your trigger fi nger can work the slide release 
and the magazine release as well as a long 
right thumb. Compared to a right-hander 
with sho rt thumbs, you have an actual 
advantage. 

You won't want to practice hip-shooting 
(such as the Speed-Rock) too much when 
shooting your .45 left-handed - not without a 
facemask. Hold the .45 close to your left side 
and sooner or later it wi ll eject into your eye 
and cheek. (Yes, the Randall's left-handed 
ejection cures that. ) Of course, should you 
need to shoot from this position, it is unl ikely 
that that will be your greatest worry, because 
you wi ll only shoot from that position if 
extending the pistol would allow the th ree
hundred pound bad guy to take your $1500 
combat custom .45 away from you and insert 
it rectall y. 

Other pistols have different problems for 
southpaws. 

Co111i1111ed 011 page 70 
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•Over double the firepower 
, •Two magazines hold an 
I entire box of ca rtridges. 
, • Full factory proof test 

• Full function guarantee 
• Fits models 740, 742, 760, 
7400, 7600, 4, and 6. 

#MAN6010 10-Rou nd version 
for long-action calibers: .30-06, 
.270, .280 Rem . (?mm Exp ress) 

#MAN6005 5-Round version. 
Long action ca libers only. 

' ::-.. ,,.,_ ._ 
~---··~«£ 

:~ 

~ ~ 

$16.75". 

;~'fi~ER 10/22* .. £ 30-SHOT MAGAZINE 
Fit s NEW 77/22 bolt action. 

#MAN6010S 10-Round fo r short-action 
ca libers: .308, .243, 6mm. 

Black #MATS 1120 $16.75"" 
Clear #MAT 1120C $17.50"" 
•Snap two mags together for 
60-ROUND JUNGLE CLIP. 
• Full fact ory warranty/20,000 round proof test of 
Anti-Jam des ign 

RUGER 10/22* 
Ventilated 
Handguard 
• Heat resistant , glass 
filled ny lon protects fingers. 
• No stock modification. 
• Mounts with strap s, 
preven ts barrel scra tch. 
#VHT 1140 
$14.95 •• 

$19.95" •Patent Pendi ng 

Easy push button design opens and locks 
stock and shou lder plate. Clean , compact 
design folds and locks against stock. 
Heavy duty, quality stee l tubular we lded 
const ru c ti on with high-grade walnut stock. 

~ ....... io...#FST 1110 Mode l $89.50'' 

RAM LINE™ 
Dept. 12D1, 406 Violet St. , Golden, CO 80401 

#SRT 1130 snap release for Ruger 10/22* a $4.95 va lue when 
you buy a RAM-LINE mag. Send S.A.S.E. and proof of purchase. 
(limited offe r, subject to cance llation without notice) 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER • JANUARY/FEBRUARY 1985 

•All magazines made of impact-res istant space 
age material 
• Easy load , 1 lb. spr ing 
No gun modification 

One Allen screw, 
easy mount 
#M BT 1150 
$14.95". 

12 SHOT 
MAGAZINE FITS 
RUGER MK I or 
MK II* Pistols 
Total ly new 1 lb. sp ring 
design allows: 
• " Easy- Load", No 
Thumb Buster 
• Does not extend 
beyond grip 
• Holds bolt open after 
last round on MKll" 
• Factory guaranteed 
Patent Pending 
#MAK 1210 $9.95'' 
See "S ECRET" below 

'SNAP' MAG RELEASE 

No more fumbling or delay w ith 
extended Kwik release' 

#SRK 1220 
$4.95". 
For Ruger 
MK 1-11 * 
Pistol 

Ask you r dealer. No FFL needed. Send $1.00 for Ram· Line catalog and 

"Secret" of reassembling any Ruger Mark I or II in 60 seconds or LESSll 

·A Registered Trademark of Sturm Ruger Co. Inc . ··Suggested Retai l 
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@lessi 
COLT GOV'T. 
Speed Scabbard 

The Most Concealable 
Belt Unit Available. 

Detailed Hand 
Molding Insures 
Positive Weapon 

Retention 

SPECIAL OFFER! 
Order The Speed Scabbard 

And Single Mag Pouch, 

(A •49.00 Retail Value) For 

•39.95. (N.Y Residents Add 7%) 

Spec1ly open top or pull through snaps 

This Offer Available Only 

For The Fo llowing Weapons: 

Co lt Gov'! .. Cmdr .. Gold Cup, 

Browning H.P .. S & W 39, 59. 

469. Beretta . 92 or Compact. 

CONCEALMENT 
HOLSTERS 

You'll Never Know It's There ... 
Until You Need It! 

SINGLE 
MAG 

POUCH 

Send $3.00 For Our New 
'84 Catalog To: 

Alessi Concealment Holsters Dept. AH 
2465 Niagara Falls Boulevard 
Tonawanda, New York 14150 

AC (716) 691-5615 
Dealer Inquires Invited. Please Include Copy of FFL. 

THE 
Auto·Ordnance Corp. 
Lone Star Armamenls 
Detomcs 
Colt 
Merri ll 
Erma 
Beretta 
Ruger 
Llama 
Star 
Browning 
Taurus 
Luger 
Walther 
H1 Standard 
Mauser 
Auto- Mag 
Randall 
Smith & Wesson 

EDGE 

ACQUIRE: 

Consistent Shot 
Placement 

Tighter Groups 
Less Hand Fatigue 

$4.98 + Sl .50 

Pos tage & Ha nd ling 

TO ACCURACY #4 

ELIMINATE: 

Hand Slippage 
Large Groups 
Excess Reco il 

The Edge Co . 
P.O. Box 36896 

Tucson, AZ 85740 

No C.0.D. Orders 

Easy Installation : Remove grips & slip under grip & retig hten. 
(Some autos m ay need slight trimming.) 

BEHlERT CUSTOM GUMS, IMC. 
BEHLERT CUSTOM GUNS has moved to Eastern Pennsylvania from New 
Jersey. We're about 30 minutes north of Philadelphia and 15 minutes from New 
Hope-Lahaska. Come and visit our retail store and custom shop. 

Built by a competitor for competitors. We know what you want and need. The 
most complete custom pistolsmith shop in the country. 

SPECIAL: BoMar BMCS melted into your slide- Colt or Browning P35. In
cludes machining, sight, rounded corners, silver soldering in front 
sight and rebluing $125.00 complete . Two week turn-around. 
Please add $2.50 for postage and handling . Lower and flute ejec
tion port (a la Gold Cup) for only $45.00. 

Austin & Frank Behlert 
BEHLERT CUSTOM GUNS, INC. 

U.S. Route 611 North 
Pipersville, PA 18947 

215-766-8680 

Send for our 21-page illustrated catalog that includes a full line of custom holsters and 
pouches for IPSC, street carry, and general-$1.00. 

· we are specialists on Colts, Brownings, Walthers and Revolvers. 

Walther PP, PPK, and PPK/S have no 
ambidextrous safety. If you're adventurously 
inclined , you can leave the safety off and the 
hammer down and rely on the double-action 
feature. It seems safe on the PP series, but I'm 
not so sure about some of the copies. A 
policeman friend of mine has carried one this 
way for 15 years without problem. The cur
rent P-38s and P-5s are designed to be carried 
that way. The real problem with the PP series 
is the magazine release button. My trigger 
fi nger hits it when fir ing under stress, drop
ping the magazine, I know of no cure fo r the 
problem. Suddenly a butt-mounted magazine 
release makes some sense. Perhaps a good 
gunsmith could fit a stronger spring to the 
stock magazine release. You're probably not 
too concerned with speed reloads with a 
PPK. 

There is no ambidextrous safety that I 
know of for the otherwise excellent Star PD. 
Several fi ne pistols arc hopeless for left-hand
ers, the Heckler and Koch P9S, SIG-Sauer 
P220, Browning BOA and others are exam
ples. S&W is fi nally fi tting ambidextrous 
safeties fo r the 639 , 659 series. 

Southpaws must modify most guns. 

Several small imported pistols, in order to 
meet the points system for legal importation, 
have thick gr ips with thumb rests fo r a right
handcd shooter, making otherwise ambidex
trous pistols hopelessly right-handed. Of 
course, a set of custom grips will cure that 
problem. The point is why should left -hand-
ers have to pay extra for special grips, safe
ties, or whatever? 

One company, however, has made a per
fectly ambidextrous pistol, the Heckler & 
Koch P-7. It has none of the normal external 
safeties and double action is handled by the 
squeeze-cocker on the front gr ip. Thin and 
without projections, it may be carried con
cealed satdy with a round in the chamber. 
The rear-of-the-butt magazine release, so 
hated by U. S. competitive shooters, works 
fl awlessly with practice only slightly slower 
than the Colt in competition. But this is not a 
competition gun . It is a "real life" gun . The 
fact that it is reliable, accurate, beautifully 
made, comfortable to wear and shoot doesn't 
hurt any. It has near perfect combat sights and 
brilliant human engineering to boot. 

What we need are more manufac turers 
who think of the 20 %, more Bren !Os with 
screwdriver reversible safeties, more S& W 
639s with ambidextrous safeties, more P-7s 
(such as a .45 AC P model, please) . Perhaps if 
lefties buy only factory ambidextrous guns, 
maybe the manufacturers ~ 
will get the word. ~ 
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Collected by Jon Winokur 

Double Action Shooting 
The most important element of double action shooting is the grip: 

1. Squeeze very hard w ith the weal~ hand, allow ing it to do 
most of the worl~ of holding the gun, so the strong hand 
con concentrate on trigger control. The weal~ hand thumb 
supports the strong hand. 

J / 
2. The finger contacts the trigger or the first or second joint, 

depending on hand size. For speed shooting, I prefer the 
smooth, rolling motion of the straight pull . 

AMERICAN HANDGUN NER • JANUARY /FEBRUARY 1985 

MAP.K DUNCAN, PPC Grand Moster. 1490 Club Member. Winner of 
8 State Championships in IPSC and PPC Competition . 

©Jon Winol~ur 1984 
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TED BLOCKER'S CUSTOM HOLSTERS 

a11owmg las1 access 

MEETING THE DEMANDS OF SERIOUS COM PETITORS. 

A complete rig designed especially 
FINA LL y for PPG competiti on 

Ou• au new 111ple Sprmg
Lok Speed Loader Pouchs 
w1tn spring retainer which 

allows loader l o be snapped 
m and ou t last and easy 

I 
/ 

Covered tr199e1 gua1a I 
AC11ustao1e 1ens1on device 

Complete Rig as shown $159.95 

Retainer s trap !or guns w11h 
or without ribs It A1mpo1nt 
is to be used please specity 

,/ 

This hols ter rs made of top grain 7oz. leather and is lined with 18 gauge 
steel. It also features an open front design wilh metal and steel wrapped 
around cylinder lo !he frame with the opening 1n front large enough for 
the barrel to pass through. allowing the forward motion of the draw as 
soon as the gun is raised high enough to clear cylinder . The design of 
this holster allows the use of guns with !he popular Aimpoin l. Bull Bar· 
rels and Ribs . It is available lor the S&W K·Frame. L·Frame and N·Frame. 
and also lhe Coll Py lhon with 5 " and 6 " Barrels and 01hers on special 
request 

' . 

~·-~~~·: 
. ' 11 ! -~1' ~' ' 

ORDER ING INSTRUCTIONS 

Please include exact waist measurement , gun make and model. Barrel 
leng th and all other modifications. California residents add 6 V2% sales 
tax . All orders must add 5% for shipping and handling. Send check or 
money order. Mastercard, Visa , or American Express are welcomed. 
Please include card number and expirat ion date. 

Ted Blocker's Custom Holsters 
P.O. Box 82 1 

Rosemead, California 91770 
(8 181 442-5772 

; ~- · ~. __ , ~ .I 

• 

Here·s what the L.A .P.O. P.P.C P1s1or 
Team ol Chri s Kaulmann , John Pride . J .P. 
Nelson and Fred Rom ero say about our 
new P.P.C Rig " lls been a long 11.ne com· 
mg and wonh the wa il. This Rig is the 
ultimate for P.P.C. compe11t ion ... This Rig 
was designed by Ted Blocker for th is 
P1s1of Team !O use in !he Prestigious 1983 
81anch1 Cup ol which they took top 
honors as a team. 

Introducing DEVEL'S 
Competition 8-Round Magazine 
Devel 's Competition 8-Round Maga

zine is intended especially for the 
competition shooter seeking an advan
tage over ordinary magazines with 
rubber and plastic base pads. This 
magazine is available as standard in 
blued finish !nickel plated magazines are 
available as an optionl. The Devel 
Competition magazine incorporates all 
of the features common to the standard 
Devel 8 -round magazine with additional 
features as follows : 

• A steel bottom is laser-beam 
welded to the magazine tube. The Devel 
cast steel bottom incorporates in one 
part, what ordinary magazines require 
two parts to accomplish (standard type 
floorplate with add-on rubber or plastic 
bumper padl. 

• The Devel one-piece steel bottom 
provides added weight equal to 
approximately two 45 ACP rounds that 
facilitates rapid ejection of empty 
magazines. 

• The Devel cast steel bottom also 
protrudes from the pistol butt. This 
assures the shooter's ability to achieve 
positive locking during a speed load; yet, 
the part will not bend or break out of the 
magazine tube as is often the case with 
other types of magazines. 

©EVEL) 
CORPORATION 

7100 WILSON MILLS RD. AH. 
CHESTERLAND, OHIO 44026 
Phone 1216! 423-0727 

• • 
• . \ . \ 
• \ • 1 

$28.95 
BLUED NICKEL 

Dealer prices available to FFL holders 

STAR MODEL 30PK 
Co11ti11ued from page 45 

manuals and they worked, too. 
The Star 30 has sights adjustable for wind

age only and W-W ball consistently shot 4-5" 
high at 25 yards, but when I changed to 
Silvertips bad things began to happen to the 
ten ring. In fact , most of the hollowpoint 
loads I tried shot close enough to point of aim 
to ignore any small differences. Next came 
some accuracy testing over sandbags at 25 
yards. The W-W ball averaged 3.8" for five 
five shot groups and Silvertips 3.7". My first 
surprise came when I shot a couple of groups 
with some of the reloads I had prepared for 
function testing. 5.0 grains of Unique behind 
a Hornady ll5-grain hollowpoint, a mild and 
pleasant load, averaged l.9" , and an even 
milder load with cast bullets came out just a 
little over 2" . 

The next test was a hundred round func
tion test with mixed ammunition. When I 
loaded the magazine I deliberately mixed 
ball , several different hollowpoints, and cast 
bullets so that each cycle fed a different type 
of bullet. I went through the 100 rounds just as 
fast as I could pop them off, and experienced 
no malfunctions. 

The Star 30 PK is a thoughtfully designed 
gun that avoids many of the pitfalls seen in 
some other guns of the same type. There is a 
simplicity to the design that reduces the 
chances for something to go wrong, simply 
by eliminating functional parts that are not 
absolutely needed . Since the initial testing 
and break in period I have fired several hun
dred more rounds of mixed reloads and fac
tory ammunition without a malfunction; and 
it's hard to find fault with any gun that works 
so well. If, however, I were forced to nitpick, 
my sole crit icism would be the trigger pulls. 
Anyone who can make such a nice gun could 
make the trigger puU a little ~ 
lighter and smoother. -, 

. 360 dia. 
200 gr. 

P&C 
SHOOTING SPECIAL TIES 

INTRODUCES 
6 CAVITY BULLET MOULD 

for Lyman 4 cavity handles 
ONLY $65.95 blocks only 

.410 dia. 
250 gr. 

.432 di a. 
290 gr. 

Custom mould, your design or obsolete styles 
Single cavity $49.95 Double cavity $65.95 
Also available in 4 o r 6 cavity 

.454 dia . 
315 gr. 

For mo re info rmation send $1 .00 refundable on first order to .. 

P&C 
SHOOTING SPECIAL TIES 

P.O . BOX 10808 
PllTSBURGH. PA 15236 

SUBSCRIBE TO 
AMERICAN HANDGUNNER 
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British long 
Range Pistols 

· llll..~I ~1 
Guns Magazine Dept. 126 

(P.O. Box 85201 San Diego, CA 92138) 
Yes, please send me the subscription ordered 

below. · I understand that I will receive the GUNS 
Redbook of Used Gun Va lues FREE for my paid sub

scription 
D 1 year $14.95 D 2 years $24.85 D 3 years $33.45 

Amount enclosed $ D Bi ll me. 
Allow 4 to 6 weeks delivery. Outside U.S. add $6.00 per year. 

Credit card charge: D BAC/Visa D MasterCard 
No. Expiration date __ _ 

Name ________ _________ _ _ 

Address--------- ----------
City _____ ___ State ____ Zip ___ _ 

FREE! 
The revised REDBOOK 

of Used Gun Yalues Is yours 
with your paid subscription 
(worth $4.95). 



HANDGUN 
MARKET 

ACCESSORIES 

JADE GRIPS f'OR .4'i Govl. Auto. $225.00 per se t. MAZE. 
2 124 Kittredge S t. "I". Berke ley , CA 94704. Cal if. r es id e nts 
add 6% sales tax. 

IF YO U 1 ~1KE UFr7 SERIOUSLY ... peruse ou r Procure
ment Index featuring s pecialty equipment, used by profes 
sionals worldwide. Con<'calmcnt holsters. e lec tronics, <li s 
guiscd and unconventional wea ponry from under $20.00 to 
over $2.000.00 . The catalog is $3.00 from: A.S. P .. Box 
18595/AH. Atlanta . GA :!0326. 

RUGr~ R AUTO PI STOL LOADING AID for Mark I & 
Mark II. Like it or money hack on return. $1.79 c a. post
paid. Reedshop, Box 62. Wonewoc. Wis. 'i:l968 . 

Pee l Sec ure when away fro m home wit h TREADLOK 
Security Chests. Send $1.00 (Refundable w /Purchascl for 
Colo r Cata log and Discount Price List. CAVALIER SE
CU RIT Y. Rox 12507.HG. Roanoke. VA 24026 (7031992·33'i5. 

F ULL-A UTO RUGER 10·22. 1200 rpm. Gua ranteed to 
work Mtrls. In cl. Complete in I-hour. S imple and reliable. 
$10. Sweal, 612 E. La Plata Street, Farminglon, NM 87401. 

HIDE A GU:-.i invis ibly unde r counter top. desk or table. 
Pus h hidden button, pistol le aps to your fingert ips. Cheap 
and easy to huild. Detailed plans·S:3. SCHAMCO. 832 H 
West First. Birdshoro. PA 19508. 

T IC CONTE NDER l:lA HR ELS octagon or round. rifle or 
pistol. s tandard or wilckat. Made lo your s pec's. Write to: 
KOGOT. John T. Pell. 410 College. Trinidad. CO 8 1082. 

100 AS SOHTED Gun Screws. no fiv e alike, $15: Salislac
tion Guaranteed. please add $ 1.55 for ins. and postage; 
Over land's Gun Scr ews. Independence. IA 50644. 

Exotic Hardwoods-Over :>O species fo r t he knifemaker & 
s tockmaker. Rria r, Blackwood. Rocote, Bur ls, Cocobolo, 
Ebonies. Ironwood. Rosewoods. S nak cwood. Tulipwood. 
Ziricote. Gilmer Wood Co .. 10426 N.W. Laidlaw. Portland, 
OR 97229. l'iO:ll297·4 182. 

GUNS RELOADI G too ls , gun cab in ets, gun cases. every
thing for the s hooter al discount prices. Fast s hipments. 
free catalog. r:sman's, Pitcairn. PA 15140. Phon e (4 12) 
243·75 1 'i. 

Rullet proof vests and protec t ive oute r-wea r : all types. 
Highes t Qua li ty! Lowest Prices! Adjustable, comfortab le, 
lighLweight. G UARANTF;ED. Color ful cala log $1.00. Re
fundable. Wr ite Today: A-I Rody Armor. Departme nt A.H., 
170 Broadway. N.Y.. NY 10038. 

AMMUNITION 

EXCALlllf.R WAX PELLETS. for .38 s pl.. 9 mm Luger. 
.:380 . ..l 1 mag., .44 mag .. ..15 L.C .. ..15 acp. Inex pe nsiv e prac
tice approximately 1h ve locity of facto ry ammo. No rico
chetting. no reloading tools, no gun powder, uses shotgun 
primers only. 100 pel le t sampler w /6 re usable cases $5.00. 
S pecial weapons cata logue $ 1.00. M & M F;NTERPRI S ES . 
Box 64 AHG. Is land Lake. IL 60042. 

Free Cata log ::85: Reloading Too ls. Bullet Mounts. Dies for 
over 150 ca libe rs. etc. flolsters. Ctg. He lls. Air Guns. Safari 
Oulfitters. Baker. OR 978 14·093 1. 

1-fondlrmde r Fie frl Data R P<'nrd. Bound, Lam inated covers. 
includes gun data, cartridge data. complete Balli stic chart. 
groups and weathe r cond ition a must for any ha nd_ l oade~ .. 
$7.95. Steve's Guns & S urvi va l Equipment, P.O. Box 
780·A H H. Mocksville, NC 27028. 

BOOKS 

STATE PJS'_fOL LAW S. latest p istol car r yi ng.yur chasi ng. 
etc .. regulations for all states and FEDERAL GUN LA WS. 
Bolh booklels $4.00. POL ICE EQU IP MENT CATALOG 
$2.00. Schlesi nge r. De partment E .. P.O. Rox 882. New York. 
NY 101 ;)0. 

IN THE GHAVEST EXTREME by :vlassad Ayoob. How 
and whe n to use a g un , authoritatively written by an active 
duty police man. For your copy, send $7.95 (includes post
age! Lo: GUNS BOOKS/Depl.CA -HOI. 59 1 Cam ino de la 
Re ina. Su ite 200. San Diego. CA 92108. 

NO SECOND PLA CE WINNER By Bill Jordan. A fascinat
ing hook about gun fighting and the equipment to use, from 
loads Lo lealher. $8.oO + SI post. G UNS BOOKS/Depl. 
NS-1-101. S91 Ca mino de la Reina, S uite 200, San Diego. CA 
92108. 
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Classified ads $.75 per word per insertion. ($.60 per word-per in sertion for 3 or more) in
c luding name and address (20 word minimum). Minimum charge $15.00. Copy and rerun 
orders must be accompanied by PAYM ENT IN ADVANCE. NO AGENCY DISCOUNTS. All 
ads mus t be received wi th advance payment no later than the 14th of each month . Ex
ample: Closing for May/June 1984 issue (on sa le March 15) is January 14th. Ads received 
afte r c losing wi ll appear in the fo llowing issue. Please type or print c learly. - PLEASE 
NOTE·'' NO PROOFS W ILL BE FURNISHED.- Include name. address. post o ff ice. zip 
code. c it y and stat e as counted word s. Abbreviations count as one word each . Mail to 
AME RICAN HAN DGUNNER MAGAZINE. 591 Camino de la Reina .Suite 200. San Diego. 
California 92108. 

S HOOT A HA'.'JDG UN reveals the expert's way to use 
your handguns safely. e ffecti vely and within t he law. Learn 
how and where to shoot, firearms responsibility. what am
munition to purchase, and n10re .• S pccial chapter on rlcfcn · 
sive yis tol s h.oot i~ g. p~us a g los,sary of ha~dgun ~crms. O~tly 
$9.9" postpa id. GUNS BOOKS Dc·pt. . HS·II OI. :i91 Camino 
de la Hei na. S uite 200. San Diego. CA 92108. 

1984 AMER ICA N HA NDG UNNE R A NUA L. Inclu des 
reports on Ne w Handguns fo r 198·1. Airgun He view. Self
Dcfcnse Handgunning. 500 Best Places to S hoot Across the 
U.S. plus much more! On ly $4.95 poslpairl. HA NDGUN · 
NI·:H ANNUAL. llepl. HG A. 591 Camino de la Reina. S uite 
200. San Diego. CA 92 108. 

1984 HEDBOOK Or USE D GUN VALUES. Discovpr whaL 
you r firearms are wor t h in the most reliable source book 
Cvcr pu blished. A comp re hensive vo lume• that covers rifles. 
handguns and s hotgun s, it contains more than 3500 listings. 
On ly $4.9'i pos lpaid. REDHOOK. Dept. RR. 'i9 1 Camino de 
la Reina. Suite 200. San Diego. CA 92108. 

1985 GUNS ANNUAL AVAILARLE NOW! 25 All new ar· 
t ides fo r the gun ent husiast on Rifles, Handgun s , S hotguns 
and Armed Self-Defense Tactics . Plu s highlights on Hol 
s ters, Airguns and Black Powder. Only $4.95 postpa id. 
GUNS ANNUAL. Dept. GH ·HOI. PO Box I602'i. San Diego. 
CA92116. 

ACTION BOOK S PROM PALADIN PHESS! ! Updated cat
alog listing fascinating books on s urvi val. weaµonr.v, knife 
fighting. c rea ti ve revenge. exotic wua pons systems. sclf
defe nsc plus much more! $1.00. Paladin Press. Box 
I J07 K PI. Boulder. Colorado 80J06. 

INTERSTATE TRAN S PORT Or PERSO ALLY OWNf:D 
FIREARMS $ 1.:JO. Hig hts when trave ling w ith a firearm. 
Q UESTIONS AND ANSWERS Pf: HTAIN ING TO PED· 
EHAL FIREARMS LAWS AND RP.GUI.AT ION S $1.75. 
I 02 questions answered hy Federal Experts. FEDEHA L 
LAWS AND REG ULATIO NS $2.95. ALL Or THE 
ABOVE $4.95. Interstate Enterprises. Dept. AHP. Rox 
l 9466. Houston. Texas 77224. 

FEDERAi. GUN LAWS ..... $3.95. TATE G UN LAWS: 
your own STATE ..... $2.25. ALL fll'T Y STATES ..... $·1.9'i. 
FEDERAL REG ULATIONS ON INTERSTATE TRAN S-
PORTATION or rIREAR~1 S ..... S2.95. CO NCE ALED 
WEAPON PERMI T ROOKI.ET ..... S2.'i0. FEDERAL 
LICENSED FIREARMS COLLECTOR ..... $3.9'i. ALL or 
above $20.00. STEVF;'S G UNS & SU RV IVAL EQU IP
MENT. P.O. BOX 780·A HC. MOCK SV II.Lr:. NC 27028. 

THE COLT .45 f:XOTIC WEAPON S SYSTEM is a conver · 
sion system that works with outstanding accuracy and sa fety. 
All origi nal components arc retained. and on ly three func
tional parts are added. Sl:J.OOppd. 9x l 2. softcovpr, illustra
Lions. 88 pages . PALADIN PRESS. l'.0. Box 1307·,J KI.. 
Roulder. Colorado 80306. 

Hunl.e r's Journal. Great as an heirloom or gift. This jou rnal 
e nables t he spor tsman to record every detail of hunts. a 
comp lete hunting diary. Stev("s Guns & Su r vival F.quip
ment, P.O. Box 780·HJ A. Mock svi ll e. NC 27028. 

01.J'f .Of·PR INT Books Found. Send Wants. I.AHGE CA'I' 
ALOGUE $1.00: Rooklook. 'i l AC Maple Ave .. Warwick. 
N .Y. 10990. 

HIT PROM t he hip hy instinct-fasl, easy. Book. Capl. Hay 
Robinson. Postpaid $4.95. Cy press. Rt. 2 Rox 724. Gray. LA 
70:159. 

S WITCHRLADE Knife Book: Facts. types. sp rin g repair. 
where to h uy, over 80 photos, $8 ppd: Tanz. Rox 14221. 
Pgh .. PA 1!>239. 

PERSONAL Firearms Record Book. A de tailed Lifetime 
record o f your Firearms d cs ignrd for collector 's and 
s hooter's alike. A must fo r any Gun ent.husiast...$7.9G. 2 fo r 
Sl'i.00: STEVF; GUNS & SU R VIVA L EQ UIPMr:NT. P.O. 
BOX 780·AHA. MOGKSVII.I.E. NC 27028. 

STATE GUN L AW your own STATr: $2.'ill. All fifty 
STATES $4.50. f'EDEltAL G UN LAWS $3.,)0: !'ER· 
SONAL firearm s Hecord Book $6.9'i. All or ABOVP. ..... 
$ 15.95: Military S pPcial lies. P.O. Rox 128 19. Winston
Salem. NC 27 11 7·28 19. 

FOR MEN ONLY. a survival manual for hu s bands. A 
humorous look at the hattl e o f the sexes. wit h vital informa
tion for the man who likes \VO mt•n and would like to own 
one. $:J.9'3. Happy Herhie. Graham. WA 983:18·0'i72. 

Bowen Classic Arms catalog of custom handguns and 
rclatNI services a vailable. Illu strated and informati ve . 
Se nd $2.00 to: P.O. Rox !i7. Louisv ille. TN :J7777. 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 

BE A LICENSF;D flREARMS IJEAl.P.R. Full or parl Lime 
in<'Olll<'. How to start vour own firearms b usiness. You lake 
g un o rd e rs . t he n buy· one gun or many wholesale hy mail. 
SPnt sa me dav vour order recei ved: Latest Official Frde ral 
Application r;o·rms. Com plete inslructions. Wholesale Di· 
rl' ctor.v, Fl'deral adrlrpsses anrl phone numbers. pract ical 
d<'akr t ips (w rittpn by a /.{Un dealer ). discounts on bus iness 
<'arrls. rubber st.a mps. form s. etc. Most completl' kit avail 
able. Send $5.0U. In terstate 1-:nlt•rprises, J)ppt. AH. Box 
1~) .lfifi. Houston. TX 7722·1. 

RE A FIREARM S nr:A LEH · f'inali)' a "no rip ·off" rF' L 
KIT (new :J·)' ear appl icalionl and G UN DEALERS GUIDE. 
Not misleading. Others s till have cliscontinuNI 800's and 
"laws" tha l are in thl' lihrar v and conw fret' with FFL. We 
ha ve lhe complete illustr:.llecl requirements. All ATF 
"help" numbers. Other licenses nt•Pded. Useful tips. Part
ti ml' from honw OK. Applv rig-ht! $7.95. CLASS :J KIT !Ma· 
chincgun Dealer\ fffL '.'Jeedecl!. :\TF IRS licensing form s 
in kit. F:xplains the l ·l NFA forms used. The only complete 
and ('urrcnt Go v' t procedurps. $il.9;'l. ROTll KITS FOH 
$12.50. Sent (Is l Class) saml' day. RK Enterprises. Dep t. 
Al-I. 2{)1fi Las Postas. San ta Rarbara. CA 93 105. 

llf. A GUN Df.AU:R. Official th ree vea r Federal firearms 
Lirensl' Kit.. vl' r y romplele ..... $.J.95: CUN DEAU:IrS BIBLE 
... 60 s uhjl'ct... .. $.l.9'i: GUN DEALEH'S BOUND HE COHD 
BOOKS t hl' ve ry hes t: Firearm s ..... $7.95. Ammo ..... $7.95. 
All or above $2'i.OO. FREE CLA SS 111 KIT with $25.00 
orrnEH: STF;V f: ·s (;[JN & SU R VIVAL EQUil';U:NT. l'.0. 
BOX 780-AIIR. Mocksville. NC 27028. 

BECOME A G UN DEA LEH Professionall y prepared kil in · 
eludes official forms. covers licensing. purchasing. records . 
everything! Lists hundred s of top wholesalers. G UARAN 
TEED! $4.00: BUS JNF;SS CONSULTANTS. lll'pl. II. P.O. 
Box 12:32 . Union town. PA lf>·10 1. 

WIIOLf:SALE ONLY! Dealers needed. lealher gu n belts. 
riflf' sca hhard s , Mexico handcrafted. Indian rugs . s heep
s kin s . cowhides. '.\1{'Xican saddles. F'HEE Wholesale Cata
log !Business letterhead needed): El Paso Sad dle blanket 
Company. 2-1-W Eas t Indian School Road. Phoenix. AZ 
8:>016. :>000 rugs in stock. 

··1111 .VIJ(; U.V ... ll!l.V./\'r,'IJ /.V Tiff: USA!". invest in mov ie 
that will depict the horrendous effects of ant i-handgun law. 
Opportuni ty to make a statement to protect you r rights 
and get potentially high ROI at the sa me time. For informa
tion ca ll 120 11241+124 . or wrile: VENTURE RUS INP.SS 
BROKERS. 811x lfiO. Pars ippan y. '.\'cw Jersey 070:1·1. 

EAHN :vIONJ-:Y f'HOM YOUH HOM E. $100-SSOO a week 
possible. Writ•.! for fr ee details. Supplemental Income Ad · 
visory Services. 979-1 Fores t Lane. Su ite 2 10. Dallas, Tex as 
7'i2-J:I. 

OVERSEAS JOBS. High Pay. Adventure. Travel. few 
ha vr t hi s informat ion. I did it and so can vou. Manv fields. 
Se nd S:J .00 for lis t an<l info. to: Andersen.Ent.. HoX .t:ll 13. 
Bnist•. JI) 8:170,1. 

" Learn Gunsmithing. Yavapai College is a full y accredited 
com munity college with \I.A. approval. Excl'llt>nt fac ilities, 
exiw rienced instruclors. grPat mountain climate mak es 
Lhis t he p\acl' to learn gu nsmithing. Write to: YAVAPAI 
COLLt:GE. Attn: (:unsmithing I nstructor. 11 00 E. Sheldon 
Strc<'t. l'rPscot.t, Arizona 86:10 1. 602-1\.1:1-7:rno ." 

POI.ICE OFFI CERS WANTED: Comprehe nsi ve digest of 

~~~rc~~r~~,t~~~o~ici~: o~()l'.fB~ g~~· ~E~l~,1 ~~~cpgR~~·AsT:O~ 
ll IGF;ST. Rox J(;72, De pt. C. P.a ton !'ark. Flor ida :J:J840 . 

$:Hill WEEKLY /U P. MA ILI NG C IRC ULARS! No Quotas. 
Sincr re ly lntpresLed, Rush stam ped envelope': Marketing 
Intl'rnational. Box 1;)9()7-All l . San Diego . CA 9211:1. 

COLLECTORS 

Lead Soldier Mold s- free RrochurPs. catalog $ 1.00 (refund· 
ab le! soldier and Catalog $2.00: Coastal. Box .t.t-11. Cedar 
Grovl'. NJ 07009. 

COLOR caseharden ing done hy the old lost faclory proc
esses. rediscovt>rNI. Expert work for the mosl discriminat· 
ing <'Onnoisse ur. col lector. gunsmith and gpntry. Over 20 
yrars experience. S pecializing in Winchester. Colt . Parke r. 
L.C .. Smit h. r~ng l ish Obis .. contemporary engravrd or gold 
inlaid arl \vork. We a rc now ahtc to redo and en hance cyan
ide colored guns. Bring t he m hack to the mos t highlv cs
lPemecl authentic fa ctory t.yp<' case colors. PspcCially 
Pa rkers. Call lo discuss restoration s. family guns. prese n
tation pieces. fad<'d or cyanide work enhanct'nwnt; Cret•k
side (;un S hop Inc .. :Vlai n St.. Il olromh. NY 14-l!i9. 716· 
6:57 fi1:n. 'i'l'rry or Dougla s Turnbul l. 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER • JANUARY /FEBRUARY 1985 



EMBLEMS & INSIGNIA 

C l 1STm1 r:MRRO!f)EIU:I> EMH Ll·:YIS·l'REr: Calalog 
and price quolt• s. IlighPsl quality guaranteed Lowest 
prices. \10 Minimum. Money Rack Guaranlet•. Sc·nd Sketc hes 
to: Stadriah. 6 1 Jane Str c t'l. New York. NY 100 1·1. 

TOI' QUA LITY ALL-FARRI C PA T CHES nm YOUR 
JACK ~:T OR CA P! Cuns TPam \1emher Pa tc h: S:J.;JO. 
Ame rican Handgunner I sl Patch: $:3.ilU. 2ilth Anniversa r y 
Guns Collectors Patch. s:ioo. S pec ial -all 3 pa tt' hes only 
$11.00 postpaid. GU'.'\:S Pat ches. De pt. GP !IOI. 59 1 Ca mino 
de la Ht>ina. Suite 200. Sa n I )jpgo. CA 92108. 

HAND(;l"N NE H Kl·:YC ll A INS · AuLhcnlic dela iling. Die 
cast mPlal. Short or long- nose rcvol vt•r. Luger or Colt 
s ty les availahle. $2.9:) + $.SU S hipping. B& F. 7PJI Owens 
mouth =9~fi. Ca moga Park. C A 9t:W:1. 

CllSTO:VI RELT RUC KI.E S· Your emh lem or insign ia 
hand -engra ved on sol id hra ss. $9.95 pe r buck le . Quan t ity 
discounts availahlP. No minimum order. Free hrochure. Vic
tor y Sa les. Dept. B. 1621 August Road. North Babylon. NY 
1110:1. (ij i(j)6fi7-72:J4. 

CUSTOM r~MBHO!f)EHED r: YIRLEMS-Enameled !' ins . 
You r Design. I.ow Minimum. Exn'llent Qua lity. Low 
Prices. Free Book le t. A .T. Patch Co .. Dept. 9:L Litt leton. 
NII 0:1;;r; 1. 1r;o:n1.1.1.:i.12:1. 

FIREWORKS 

ROCKETS. COI.OIU:D SMOKE DYE S for s ignalling. sur· 
viv a] applications. M80 Salutes. Fire works-you construct. 
More! Catalog $1.00. '.'JorSt.a r r, Hox f;:l85. Pocatello. lrlaho 
8:1202. 

BE A FEDERALLY I. ICE'.'I SE D EXPLOS IVE DEALER 
A financially rl'warding . exciting & challengi ng bus iness 
with vp ry limited competi tion. E xp los ivPs art• us rrl in min 
ing. co nstruction, ag r inil t urt'. industry. underwater demo
li tio n. oil rigs. aeros pa<·e, Defe nse De pt.. and a hug-(• Fire
works indu slrv to ser vice. EX PLOS IV I·: D l·:ALEHS K IT 
in cludrs: Fede.rat Explos ive Arplication Forms (for Explo
sive License and Explosivr PermiLI. In st ruct ions. F'Nlcral 
F: xplosive Laws. F.xplosive Secur ity, llirt•clor.v o f Explo
s ivl' \1anufacl ure r s. Wholesalers and Oisl ributors: Explo
s ivt• Lic e nseti 'erm it umbering System: F: x p losive 
Dealer's and Usl'r's Gu idt• to Federal Explosive Regul a
Lions .... S'>.9'>. COMM EHCE 1:-1 E XPI.OS IVES .. Tho com· 
pkt,. hook on de alin g in EXl'I.OSIVES and FIHEWOHK S 
('OV('rs : License and P e rmits. Co nduct of Rus iness & Ope ra
t ion s . Admin isLrative l·'ro<·eclurcs , Hccord s & Re ports . Un-

l~o·/:~ : lx"i;1:o~'t~:~1 v~f~A I ~~:7U~g~ 1 )~et~r~con~'Mi~~~ 
I N f:X l'LOS IVES .... $ 10.9:). S.G.S.E .. l'.0 . Box 780-AH. 
Yioc ksvi ll e. :-IC 27028. 

Sa lutes and Ca nno n cracker s home made. The Best! S imple 
easv method. m v sen c ts r evea led. Deta il s: Browns Divcr s i
fit·ci. Box :l:1. Fis.hers. Indiana ·160:J8 . 

FirPworks!! Direct from Lhe factor y. Buy for lpss . Sav e 
Money. Catalog $1.00 rcfundahle. Great J,akt>s Fi re wor ks, 
l'.0. Box 0:12.1. Cleveland. 0 11 -1410 1. 

C HF:M ICA LS for fireworks. ex plos ives-how to gel them. 
List of sources plus ca ta log of py rotechn ic formulas only 
S l.00: D&R Enlerpriscs. Box 1'>64:J. Columhus. OH ·i:l21'>. 

rlHEWORKS! Rolli e Rockels. $1.1 0 per g ross: '> lh. Sky 
Hockets . 6" Firecraekt' r s, M-80"s . Ro man Candles . and 
much more. Class Band C eolorecl catalog free to dea lers: 
Midwes t Fireworks. Box 22. Deerfield, 0 11 , USA 44 -111 . 

f' US r: ~ /:32 Green. Buy dirccl fr om Lhe mfg .. 10,000 feet. 
$:175. Prepa id to your door: Midwest Fireworks Mfg. Co. 
Inc .. Box 22 DePrfield. ~4 -1 1 l. l -800-:J2 J.f;QO I. 

Fir('works from C hina : Rockets from J apan . Yes we ha ve 
aerial s hel ls and display fireworks. All at ve r y low pr ices. 
St•nd $ 1.00 for illustra trd catalog to: C hina Impor ters. 
Wholrsalcrs Inc., l'.0. Hox 3472 12. Parma. Ohio 44 134. 

F llU:WORKS-FIHF: Cl\ACKERS. HOC KETS . ROMAN 
CAN DI.E S. BOT TLE ROCKETS. MUCH. MUC H MOHE! 
I.OW P HI CES . QUIC K DEL IVERY. H IGH QUA L ITY. DE· 
LIVE IU:D TO YOUR DOOR TflHOUC ll OUT T HE 
l"N ITED STATE S YEAR-HO U'.'ID. ILL UST RATED CAT
A LOG Sl.00. f: AGLE F llrnWORKS . m : l'T. 10-11. BOX 
800. CLA C KAYIA S. OH 970 1 '>. 

Vl/lr:WORK.'i: HOCKETS. HOMAN CAN DLES. I' IH E· 
Cl\A CKE RS. SMOKE BOMRS . AN D MUC H MORE. 
F'Rt~ E CATALOG. LOWEST PR IC r:s. LOT US FIHE· 
WOHK S. l'.0. BOX :Jl79. TEMPE. AZ 8'128 1. 

FOR SALE 

FOH SALE: War re li cs. mililaria. head gear. edged weap
ons, fi e ld e(1uipmPnt, medals . hadges mi litary hook s and 
record s. etc. Se nd $.:lO for latest lists. (A lso inte rested in 
hu yi ng mi liLaria l. G lohe Milita ri a Inc .. HY.O. l, Box 2Ci9. 
Keene. N H O:J4:! l. 

ZIYIAH CHES. Hour cass!'lles $6.'>0 @ or nine for $40.00. 
Free lis L. Se nd SASE: NS DAl'AO. Box G-ll ·l·All. Lincol n. 
:-IE 68'>06. 

FROYI ESTATE-8" hronze indian chief S l '>O. Buffa lo $12'>. 
Roth s ig ned Admin istrator. 30:l-832--I083. 

C HES A P EAKE-Pups. Trail. Hunt ing s tock. S tud service. 
RPrllion Chesapcake s. lfox 2 1:1. Vincenlown. N.J IJ8088. 16091 
8o9-:1c,10 . 

FOR SA LE: Custom handgun s toc k husi ncss. Incl udes all 
machines. ma ter ial s. stocks and paten ts. Will tra in new 
ow ner . For information w r ite: Jim Detrick. 17fi;}0-l:l7th 
Ave. S I·:. HenLon. WA 98058 . 

Military & Political Hi stor y on Vid eo cassettes. Third 
Heic h. S oviet., Eastern European & Vietnam I:;ra. Write or 
phone for F HEE catalog. Inte rnaLional Hi stori c Film s Inc., 
Box 2911:1'>. Chicago. IL 60629. 13 121-136-80'1 l. 

GUN PARTS 

OROP IN Fihe r g-lass Stocks: for Remington. Huger 77. 
Winchester. Mause r send $ 1.00 for li st. Boze man Gunsmit h, 
20 10 N. 7th . Bozeman. MT '>97 15. 

TEFLON HAMMER & TH IGGER RU S HING S FOil S& W 
K. I. & N FRAMES. Reduce s wohh\e & d r ag. Rushi ngs 
come in .00 1" . . 002"" .. oo;;·· & .0 10·· sizes. S pecify ty pelH AM · 
~1ER or TR IGGEH I and S IZE. 12 bush ings ION E: SIZE) 
wiLh instructions $9.95. KOPP"S GUNSMITH ! G. 13 Hwy. 
Le xin gton. ~10 64067 l8 J(i 12'19·263 

GUNS FOR SALE 

Wr wi ll se ll vou anv new hand gu n al IUO/o over our cost. 
Write tod ay for frt'C. price q uotl'fs ). Send us a com plete des
cription o f t he hanclg-un(sl you are interested in purc has ing 
and wt• will mail you a firm price quote a long w it h orderi ng 
dPt.a ils. '.'\o catalogs or phone quotes please. We a lso pay 
cash for usl'Cl handg-un s. Bullseye Arms. 701N.20th S tree t. 
Bann ing-. California 92220. 

<) lJA I. IT Y S HOTG UNS & RIFLES WAN T ED: Parker 
Bros .. Win. Mode ls 12. 2 !. 42 & 70. Brow nin g . I..C. Smith. 
A. H. Fox. I thaca. P russian C ha r les Daly. Purdcy. Boss. 
Woodward. Westlev Hichards, Holland & Holland. Fabhri. 
\1 e rkel. Sa ue r or :~n y other hig h t\ualily A merican. E uro
pea n or E nglis h guns: Don Criswel. Box 277, Yorha L inda. 
C A 92686. 17 141970-:)9:34. 

Hohe r l E. Lee Comme morative Pistol. 18!) 1 Navy Coll, .36 
eal.. U.S. H istorica l Socie ty Hep lica . museum q ua lity, LTD. 
Edi t ion. o ne p istol. Case & Accessor ies. $1 800. (800) 
'i-l 7· 1 '>2fi o r ISO:ll6-17-ii480. 

Thomas Jeffers on Pistols. U.S. Historica l Society He p licas. 
must' um qua lity. Lim ited Edit ion, overs uhscr ihed. One set 
S2700 . 18001'>-17- 152(i or liiO:ll6-17-5480. 

GUNSMITHING 

LAT ll ES-MILLS·TOOLS·Un imat 3··. Com pact 5"". Compact 
8"", Compacl 10"". Ma xi mal Su per 11·· a nd V-1:r· lathes. Jet 
lat.hes a nd m ill s. Emco Maie r FR-2 and S he rl ine 5000 bench 
top mi ll ing mach ines. Measuring ins tru men ts. culling 
tools. chucks and collets. Ca talog $1.00. Blue Hidge 
Mac hine ry and too ls . Inc .. P.O. Rox 536·N. Hurricane. WV 
2'>ii2(i. :104·'>62·3'>:18. 

Hepa ir Wor k. Custom Tuning. and Tim ing- on S& W 
Hevolvers . SATI S FA CT ION G UA RA NTEEll. Wri le o r 
call fo r prices: E ns ley's S hooting Su ppl~' . Ht. 2. Rox 225. 
Lou isv il lt·. TN 37777. 6 1 '>-970-G LINS. 

""S HORT·ACTION"" S & W CONVE RS ION S. l'.P.C. GU NS 
RUII.T. A'> AUTO CUSTOYllZI NG. TRIGGER JORS. AC· 
TION JORS. SCOPES A ND AIMPOI NTS IN STALLED. 
HA N l)(;tJN PROBLEMS F IXED. COMPLETION DATE 
90 DAYS OR LE SS. W RI TE OH CAL L FOR BROC HU RE. 
BOB MACKOV IC K·PISTOLSM ITH. 64 Sl' HI NG GA R· 
DE N. HOAHDMAN. OH 44'>12. 12 1617'>8-80:1 1. 

CUSTOM .4'l GUNSYl lTH ING. l'olice a nd com hat compeli· 
Li on mod ifications a s pec ialty. F'or free p r ict• lis t se nd 
S ASE. J IM HOAG. 8'12~ S ui te ··c .. . Canoga Park. C A 
91:10.J. 

Eliminate h us h ing and install tapere d scat compensator on 
y our Colt auto ha r re l fo r as low as $70 complete and r eady 
to s hoot. Mill s lide for adj usta bl e sigh t. $40. OLhn brands 
accu r izcd a ls o. Kevolvers rebarre lcd. Custom rihs and 
oLhPr metalwork . Se nd two $.20 (cenll stam ps fo r info r ma
t ion: Handall T hompson, ll ig hline Mach ine Co .. 65-1 Lela 
P l. . Grand Junc t io n. CO 8 1:)().1. 

PEN GUN - .22 cal, make w it h only s imple too ls and ma
Leria ls. Easy copy-r ig hted p lans. $4.95. ENTil JM. Rox 
l(i'>Ollll. Ca rolina, 1'.ll. 00(i28. 

INSTRUCTION 

Vlf)EO TRAIN ING PROGRAM S · World cham pion John 
S haw's new re lease "Com ha l Pislol S hooling'". $:>9.95 and 
··com bat S hotgu n Shooting", $-19.95: Po lice Lt. J im 
Bu lla rd' s "The ll !Limale Self Defense Cou r se> For Wome n", 
$!>9.95 (see n hy over on e mi ll ion people); Olhn programs 
pric('(I al $:39 .95 include "Surviva l Equipm e nt" . ··surviva l 
\V('apons ··. " Rcming-ton 11 00 S hotgun··. "Remington 870 
Shotgun·· ... Co l t. . . 1;; Automatic". "M - Hi Rifl e ". 
·· Rappt>lling"; VHS or Beta: $2.00 s hippi ng: Ma s te r Video 
Produet io ns , I~epl. AH. 79-17 Carol Ela ine Ci rcle. Memp his . 
'J'pnnC'SSee 38 1:)-1. 

F UN DAMENTALS OF' COMBAT P ISTOLC HA FT. N. P. I. 
is now accepting- app licat ions for the instruct ion of q ual i
fiNi stud e nts in the has ic prac ti cal sk ills of modern defen
s ive pi s to l craft. F'or informal.ion and appl ications, se nd 
$1.00 lo: Nor t he as t Pistol Inslitute . Dept. 7 1·1C. PO Rox 
4c,:1. Un ion. NJ 07083. 
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FFL APPLI CA TIO Kit! Official form s . w holesale 
sources. RATF Phon e '.'\umtwrs . complete insLructions. 
15% discount on bound hooks . S·L Y.letro. Box 2 16 1-BA. 
Boulde r. CO 80306. 

POHTABI.E CL IMR ING THEE STA ND. Build vour own 
for less t han $10.00. Most mate rial s found arOlind hom e. 
Send $5.00 for professionally drafted pla ns lo: P la ns-A. Rox 
66ii. Joneshoro. LA 712ii l. 

KNIVES & SWORDS 

Cus tom Handmade Knives, n •asonabty priced . Also all type 
Kn ives and Hi stor ic weapon s. U nheatahle prices. Color cal
;dogs $2.00. f>p fnl ini s , 107 S ummit A ve ., Staten Is land. NY 
10306. 

KN IFt: Tiger lock blade opens to a big 8" stainless steel 
b lad e, heau tiful hardwood ha ndl e. $1 1.95. GB Tradin g Co .. 
P.O. Rox 1088 R. Hu ll head Ci Ly. AZ 86430. 

.70-40 ''1,, OFF GERBf.'R. KERSHAW KNIVES. RED
F/t,'LD. LF.'UPOLD SCOPES: Muzzlc loade rs! Se nd Sl.00 
fo r il lust raLed pricc li st! KN l\l l·:S. De pt. AH. 52 r: dmund. 
U niontown, PA 1:140 1. 

Kmfl' Colfrf'f11r".'i R ecord Hook. Keep a Detailed r ecord of 
a ll Data For each kni fe in you r co ll ect io n, plus p lace for 
photo. Great fo r insurance purposes. Each hook is heavy
duly constructed and Round . \1ADE TO LAST ... $7.95. 
S teve's Guns & S urv iva l Equipment. P.O. Box 780-KA H. 
Mocksvi lle. NC 27028. 

BUT TERF'I.Y KNIFlo! !'al.I.Pm made famou s hy thr Phillip· 
pine Combat art of Escrina. Incredible s nap-o f-thp-w r isl ac
tion. Finest surgical st.ee l hlarl e. Genuine s mooth hon e 
handles - nickel si lver holslers. s uperb quality. Includ es 
hool / helt shealh. $23.95 - $2.00 shipp i n ~ · Ks. Hcs idcnls 
add 4% lax. Se nd C heck or monev order lo: The Surv ivor's 
Edge. P.O. Rox l(i0'l0-041l. Sha wnee. KS 66203. 

LEATHERCRAFT 

BIAN C HI (; LJN LEAT HEH 20% to 30% off retail. Dis· 
count prices o n Pachmayr Grips. Peerless Handc uffs and 
Mag·Liles. F ree shipping. Se nd $1.00 fo r color ca ta log and 
delails. I.J I E nte rpri ses In c .. 1·1800 Cicero l'nit ·L Oak 
Forest. Illinois 604!l2. 

Ml LIT ARIA 

MILITARY SURPLUS 

Brass Vi ii 4'> AC P ""IVCC"" S·l8pm. This Ole House. 706 W. 
Centr al. Commanche. TX 7li-l-12 .19 1 ol~o6-2·1 ·1 I. Cc•r t. Funds 
& FF' L hipped con. 

MILITARY SU RPLUS-C hcmi ca l / hio l o~ical warfa re equip· 
me nt , military clothing. equipment. decoration s. Self ad
dressed s tamped envelope for catalog. JR S AL ES. Box 
42:) :JH. I.anraste r. CA 9:JC,:J9--12:) :l. 

Milita r y Sur plus. Che mica l/hiological warfare l'quipment. 
mi litary clo t hing. equipment, decorations. Self addressed 
s Lam pcd e nvelope fo r cata log. J S Sa les, Rox -l 2:J:J ll. La n
cas le r. CA 93o:l9·1··12ii:J. 

Mil. LION S OF GOVlmNMENT SU RPL US BAHGAIN S! 
Many I% original cost. Jeeps included! ··Nalionwirle Gov· 
ernmenl Bu vcr's Guicl e /Dir\'Clorv" - $2.00 (Guaranteed). 
Disposal. Ro:x 19107 ~I X. Washinglon, DC 20036. 

IS IT TR UE YOU CAN RU\" JEEPS FOil S44 T llRO L"G H 
THE U.S. COV f: R:-JM E T! CET TllE FA CTS TODAY! 
13 121742· 11 ·12. EXT. 6279. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

C hew ing·Smoking Toba cco!! do you c hew-smoke? FreC' sa m
p les - 'J\,1 isl: sn uff. r, ipe and pouches-prices. Gua ranteed sa t
isfaction-FREDCO S . Drt•sdPn, Te nnessee 38225. 

RID ON C AHS. TR UCKS. VA'.'J S. Confiscated from crim
ina ls. Auctioned h v U.S. C ovt•rn ment. !Vl inimum hid $50.00. 
Hid hy mail. Buy for your own us r or rC' se ll for profil. We 
spnd same da_v: I nst ruct.ions, app lication . tips. e\1·. $-1.9!). In 
terstate l::n tt' rpri s es. Oept. A 11 A, Hox J 9.lfifi. Hous ton. T X 
77224. 

N r: W! RURf;LAH AI.AHM IVAHNING DECA LS. Protect 
your !{Uns a nd valuahles. llt-s ig ned hy us. Cus tom madt· for 
us. AvailahlP only from us. lh•a ut ifu l (JUa li ty. ·I ))peals $2.00 . 
10 fo r $:J.50. lntC'rst a tP EntNprisC's . Dept. AIID. Box 19·16fi. 
Hou s ton. TX 7722-1. 

S HORT -RUN CUSTOM RELT BUC KLE S WIT H YO UR 
LOGO MY Sl' EC IAI.T\" SOI.Ill SAN DCAST SIL ICON 
RHONZE AL L HAND F'I N I Sl!r~D. BUCK LE S RY YllKE. 
122'> MANZANITA. I>f:l'T. All, LOS A'.'l(;ELES. CA 
90029. 

PASSPORTS. DUAL CITI ZENS HIPS availahl e form Ga s· 
l e llania. In format io n pack age. $:>.00. Rox -1020 1. Pasadl'na. 
CA 9 1104. 

KNlJ CKS - Genu ine hrass pape rwrig hts . not cheap alum 
in um, s ame day delivery. $7. prepaid: Matt.hpws Po lit•t• Sup
ply. PO Box 17'>-1. Matthews. NC 28 10'>. 
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NAZ I War souvenirs and daggers! .I l!us trated catalog $10, 
~llb 1 21r0~~\ndahlPI. Disco. Box :J:J l -11. Cedarburg-. W I 

Nl '.\J J A CATALOG Nighlsuits. handclaw s. footspike s . cal
throps . blowpcns. s huriken and reference materials for the 
Shadow Warrio r . Send S 1.00 to: N inja Supply Systems . Box 
28222 /A l-I. Atlanta. GA 30358. 

MILITAHY 8: :'v!A HT IAL A HTS-1. D. Cards/!,; Certificates. 
Ai r borne . Special Forces . CJ.A .. Police . etc. Brochure St 
Ken wood. Box 66. Dept. H. Long Green. MD 2 1092. 

F REE! Wor ld's Leading Novelty Catalog. Things You 
Never Knew Existed . 1600 Novelties . J okes . Trick s. 
Scie nce, Sports. Hobbies. J ohnson-Smith . C-6522. :vit. 
Cle mens . :'v!ic h. 48043. 

~ANDG UN ART- P ut your we apon on your wall. For free, 
illust rated brochure write: Plumark. Box 32493. Kansas Citv. 
Missour i 64111. · 

BU:'v! PEH STICKEHS for Gun Deale rs . For li s t. call Toll 
F ree 1-800-548-72 16. 

I '.'/ T H E L INE Of DUTY. an authoritative New sletter of 
Law Enforcement Combat experiences and survival st rat · 
egies $12 yr. P.O. Box 278. Bonita. CA 92002. 

DEE H H UN TEH fAVO HIT ES. 4 hearty. family pleasing 
ve nison (or heefl recipe s . $3.00. ~lountain Top Enterprise s . 
General Deli ve ry . Schooley Mountain. NJ 07870. 

TOBACCO. Custom Blend. five one ounce samples, $4.50 
Plus $1.00. Mark '!\vain Tobacconist. 710 Broadwav. Ban-
nibal. Missouri 6340 1. " 

Live anyw he re the re is pos tal service, and make your for 
tune in mail order. Free information. Mathre Enterprises. 
104A H. Mokehill. CA 958245-0 104. 

WEST E HN HE WA HD P OSTEHS, Badges . Hu ssc ll 8: Hem
ington Prints. Hols ters. Colt & Ruger Walnut Prese ntat ion 
Ca ses. Statues. We stern Movie Sta r Photos. more. Litera· 
ture St.OU : Replica Products . Box 52321-1. Vienna. W. Va. 
26105. 

Hornady Caps and T -S hirts. T-S hirts s izes small. medium. 
large and extra large. S8.95 each. Caps in hunte r red with 
Hornady embroidered logo. S6.50 each. Hornady Manufac
~Ei~§8~~-~1Gl\;'Y · Box 1848 , De pt. A!-12015C, Grand Island. 

Homemade blasting powders and explosives, remove 
stumps and rock s. 4 recipes S l 0.00. H uckaby. 15972 Ja s
mine. Ivanhoe, Calif. 93235. 

"AHHEST WAH HANT" fool vour friend s with this auth 
entic looking detailP~ diploma: Great gift too! .s1 .99. Send 
S.A.S.E . to: T . Jasulv1c, 12 J ohn St .. Wtby, CT06708. 

WXES! For Almos t Nothing. Complete Ins truction s. $2.00: 
Grandcces. Al-I T . Hamilton. GA 318 11. 

SOUT HWEST \ ' IHGI NIA-FHEE CATALOG! Blue Hid ' e 
Mountain land. farm s . homes . Weth erbee Realty. Box 84-fl. 
Woolwine. VA 24 185. 17031930-2155 . 

'.\1esquite wood p istol grip blanks. fancv $2;} - lim ited 
qu1:ntity . su perior S15. S tandard $10. State pis tol mod. 

~;-i~~\~~~d:~r·~~6~~~l~ling. Wheeless , Box 585 De pt. AH. 

REAL ESTATE 

LAND-f0 H-TAXES 1 For Almost Nothing . Complete In
struction s. $2.00: Grandcccs . AHT. Hamilton. GA 3 18 11 . 

SOUT HWEST \'lRGINIA -F Hf:E CATALOG ! Blue Hid'" 
'.\1ountain land. farm s. homes. Welhcrbec He alt v. Box 8-i-f1. 
Woolw ine, VA :Hl 8:J. (703\930-2 1:)5. · 

SURVIVAL 

SU H\' I\IAL HO US E. Build small. full -facilitv . all -weather 
his to r ic-appearing retreat or camp HQ for. unde r $5000: 
~is3t $ 10.00. DP Graphics. Box 1832-f:. Dodge Cit)' . KS 

MC LTI F U EL HEATEH! Eliminate heating bills ! Self ad 
~resscd s tamped. l'n~e.lope to: 092L Compu Hcal. 162:) F 
Sycamore . Bohemia . :'\) 11 716. 

IND IVIDUAL SU RY IVAL GUllJE . Food preserva tio n. 
Rudd traps- s na~es . ~ ur v.1. v al_ water s till. purif.v water. find 
s helter. learn \li recuon lind1ng. su rvival weapon s and am
mo . A mu st for all outdoorsnwn. Send $"1.00: S ur v ival 
Powers Unlimited . Box 957 . Westcheste r . Ohio ..J5069. 

WANTED TO PURCHASE 

BU\'ING DU C K STAMPS . Paying $1 to $350 each. Sen d 
large se lf-addressed. s tamped e nve lo pe for buving list. 
JOHN SNOW. 4539 Barl ett, Shorewood. W I 5321 1: 

~nventions . Idea s . new products wanted for prese ntation to 
rndust ry and ex hibJ t io~ ~:t nation:_d tcc.:hnology ex pos ition. 
Call toll free l -800-:J28-60o0. In Arizona. call 1-800-352-0458 
Extension 83 1. · 

SUBSCRIBE TO 
AMERICAN HANDGUNNER 
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are usually too large through the gr ip area for 
small or medium sized hands. The shooter's 
hand often could not gain a firm grip, the 
trigger required a long finger stretch , and the 
cylinder release could not be reached with the 
thumb of the shooting hand . The new "L" 
frame solves most of these problems by 
strengthening the weak points and retaining 
the same grip size as the "K" frames. 

No matter how good a gun might look, the 
main question is - will it shoot? The 681 , 
which I tested , does, and in a way that makes 
standard factory magnum loads if not pleas
ant to shoot , at least more controllable. The 
gun will print inside 2 V2 inches at twenty-five 
yards and that is more than adequate for a 
defensive type weapon. With the fixed sights 
my gun shoots about an inch low with 158 
grain , round nose bullets. The adjustable 
sight models 586 or 686 would , of course, be 
better suited for ventilating paper targets. 
With any fi xed sight pistol , you must know 
your ammo and raise or lower the point of 
aim visually. 

Stainless steel handguns have taken some 
harsh criticism in the past, mostly due to 
complaints of rough actions. The internal 
parts on the stainless "L" frames are flash 
chromed which allows a great degree of rust 
resistance. This also prevents two like metals 
rubbing together which caused much of the 
roughness in the action of earlier made 
stainless guns. The action on my Model 681 is 
similar in feel to other Smith models that I 
have fired. The single action letoffis the usual 
scalpel sharp release that is typical of the 
breed . I did feel that the double action was a 
little rough. In any revolver the smoothness 
of the action is dependent on the amount of 
friction present when all the parts are mov
ing. If you remove the sideplate, you wi ll see 
that there are a lot of parts moving when the 
action is cycled. A trip to my local gunsmith 
brought the double action down to a smooth , 

SPECIFICATIONS 
S& W Model 681 

Caliber. 

Capacity. 
Barrel Length . 
Overall Length 
Weight. 
Stocks 

Sights. 
Finish . 

Price . 

. .357 Magnum 
.38 Special 

. 6 Shots 
'4" 
. 9 %" 
. 42 oz ., Empty 
. Checkered 

Walnut. 
. Fixed 

'. . Satin Stainless 
Steel 

. ' $276.00 

steady ten pound pull. This, combined with 
the standard smooth trigger and a set of 
Pachrnayr grips make for good double action 
shooting. 

One of the benefits seldom noted about 
stainless guns is that they can be polished to a 

fin ish rivaling nickel. I don't do this on my 
guns but there is something that you can do to 
improve the appearance . A little rubbing 
with a product called Simichrome Polish will 
bring a beauti ful luster to the finish. Sim
ichrome is stocked in some stores and can be 
bought at most gun or knife shows. A tube 
cost around $2.50 and will last quite a while. 
It is a mild abrasive so don't use it on blued 
guns. 

There is a place for the "L" frame in the 
handgunning world . If you want a revolver 
with the barrel weight of a Python and the 
action of a Smith, this may be the gun for you. 
It will handle any reasonable magnum load 
you care to try and it should last the casual 
shooter the length of his or ~ 
her shooting career. ~ 

,.------------. : Official : 
: U.S. Military: 
;BERETS: 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I . " I 
I In 5 Elite Corps Colors I 
I The ?fficia l suppl_iC'r of grnu inr berets for a ll I 
I American armrd torrrs has made thrsr d urable I 

ca ps to mili t? r~· specification s. T h C' 100% virgin 

I wool beret is 1~ 1. ~l~· Jinc'? \\" ith acl,iustablc drawstrin.g . • 
Inf'ludes Ccr1111ca1c ol Authcnticil\' 

I s142s* I .._ ___________ ... 
I Please indicate qua ntities I 

I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I TOTAL A MT. s I 
I !' Visa n MC !' Chec k D Mon ey Order I 
I CC# I Exp. Date 

I I I Na m e 1 
I Street I 
I Citv I 
I I I S ta tt' /Zip 

· actd s2.so rar shipping & handling I I (Arkansas residen ts add 4%) I 
I For Credit Card Orde rs ONLY Call I 

1-800-22 7 -3800 Ext. 36 1 
I 24 Hour Se rv ice I 
I BANCROFT CAP COMPANY I 
L Dept. AH -2. 59 Fountam Street. Framingham. MA 01701 .I 
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Enjoy the convenience of shopping by mail for great book values. These fine 
books make a great addition to your home library, or as a special gift for a friend. 

--------------------------------------------------
NO SECOND 

PLACE WINNER 
By Bill Jordan 

He Tells It 
Like It Is. 

$9.50 
Bill Jordan became a shooting legend during 30 years 
with the U.S. Border Patrol. An unmatched sharpshooter, 
he's written a fascinating book about gun fighting. He tells 
you how to do it and what equipment to use. 
• Choosing the Guns • Correct Loads • Proper Leather • 
Fast Draw • Combat Shooting • Gunfighting 

SHOOT 
A HANDGUN AIWI• 
by Dave Arnold 

1 
---~ 

Good Reading ~.--.... 
About $9.95 ~ - ·-
Competent .· ... · 

D•v•Arnold 

Pistol Handling. 
Dave Arnold spent 18 years with the elite British South 
Africa Police as an instructor in combat shooting 
techniques. He reveals the expert's way to use handguns, 
safely, effectively, and within the law. SHOOT A HAND
GUN illustrates the accepted techniques of shooting and 
how to choose the best handgun for you. A special chap
ter deals with defensive pistol shooting. 

SURVIVAL 
GUNS 

by Mel Tappan 

This Book Could 
Save Your Life 

$11.45 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

LIFE WITHOUT 
FEAR 
By Mike Dalton 
and Mickey Fowler 

AMustForEvery 
Handgun Owner. 
Paperback $11.95 
Hardcover $16.95 

Life Without Fear 
by 

Mike Dalton and Mickey Fowler 

Founders of International Shootists, Inc., both Dalton and 
Fowler achieved the coveted rank of Combat Master and 
are top competitors on the handgun circuit. 
Chapters cover the Legal Aspects of Self Defense; How 
to Survive a Gunfight; Security Systems; Fast, Accurate 
Shooting; Recommendations of Test Handguns and 
Equipment; and Mental Conditioning. Over one hundred 
detailed photographs by lchiro Nagata. 

COMBAT 
HANDGUNS 

by George Nonte 

Just Having 
A Handgun 

Is Not Enough! 
$22.45 

Nonte was unquestionably the most prolific of firearms 
writers, combining quantity with quality. Here is the ex
pert's guide to choosing, loading, tuning, customizing and 
maintaining a handgun for self defense. 25 top produc
tion models are evaluated, supported by extensive testing 
and field -use studies. Presented with full specifications 
and detailed illustrations. 

HANDGUNNER BOOKS, Dept. 79AH1s5 
591 Camino de la Reina , Ste. 200, San Diego, CA 92108 

Please send me the following: 
No Second Place Winner 
Survival Guns 
Shoot a Handgun 
Life Without Fear (Paperback) 

(Hardcover) 
Combat Handguns 

No. Copies Price 
$ 9.50 
$11. 45 
$ 9.95 
$11.95 
$16.95 
$22.45 

Mel Tappan is a noted survivalist consultant. Hi' book : Total Amount enclosed: _ ___ _ California residents add 63 
describes how to choose and use a small arms battery for : sales tax. 

I 
long-term survival situations. SURVIVAL GUNS is de- : Charge my credit card ____________ _ 
voted to selecting, modifying and using both defensive : o SAC/Visa 
and hunting weapons; handguns , shotguns , rifles , I o MasterCard 
special-purpose weapons and their acce.ssories. You' ll : Name 

1.D.No. Expiration 

learn how to maintain and modify them. Discover expert : Addres-s~-----------------
techniques in defensive shooting, handloading, and I City 
more. Over 200 photographs and illustrations. I ________ __ State ip ___ _ 

I Multiple book orders shipped in more than one package. Allow 6 weeks delivery. 

L _ !',!l..'?..E_'! !'!!!~ _B_'!_f!!!~ ,!J_Y_ ~':. L __ ~l~ Er!c!s_i~c~u~:_ s!1~~i~g-c~~~e!. __ _. 
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INDUSTRY INSIDER 
JERRY RAKUSAN 

HIGH STANDARD TO GO ON AUCTION; 
UNUSUAL NEW ITALIAN REVOLVERS 

On the same date, August 14th , I received 
in the mail two letters which tell diver

gent stories about the past , present , and 
future of the handgun industry. The letters 
came from cities about as far apart as you can 
get, East Hartford , Connecticut and Pavia, 
Italy. 

The first came from High Standard, Inc. It 
is headlined , "High Standard , Inc. , intends to 
completely dispose of all of its product lines 
by offering them for sale." It appears that 
successful bidders will get all of the dies, 
fixtures, drawings, etc. , fo r each of seven 
lots. Lot# I includes the auto pistols, from the 
Victor to the Sport King; Lot #2 , the 
revolvers, including the Sentinel and the 
Double Nine; Lot #3 is a one-gun lot, the 
venerable .22 Derringer ; Lot #4 is the 
Crusader line of revolvers. The other lots 
include the High Standard rifles and shotguns 
and the .22 Plinker and Duramatic. 

Although the results of thi s sale are 
unknown at the time of this writing, it cer
tainly appears that this wiJI herald the end of 
an era; when the .22 auto pistol was king ; 
when High Standard guns were seen in num
bers at premier national and international 
competiti ve shooting matches ; when the 
name High Standard was reknown as the first 
to offer a gas-operated auto shotgun . 

But let us not write the obituary of High 
Standard too soon. The sale may bring forth 
a new High Standard. We shalJ be anxiously 
awaiting word. 

The second letter, from a Mr. Emilio 
Ghisoni , described several new concepts in 
revolver design. Not the usual re-inventing of 
the S&W Model IO nor the fancying up of an 
existing design. This is the Mateba, as the 

photos show, a most unusual revolver design. 
The Mateba has several features that bear 

explanation. The first is that the cylinder is 
situated in front of the trigger guard; this 
brings the bore line down almost an inch 
below that of a standard revolver. The cur
rent model is chambered for .38 Special , and 
the cylinder capacity is 8 rounds. 

The cylinder is designed to be loaded by 
means of what Mr. Ghisoni calls a "speed 
loader." It is actually an 8-round full moon 

MODERN PRACTICAL and 
DEFENSIVE SHOOTING 

is being taught at the CHAPMAN 
ACADEMY OF PRACTICAL SHOOTING. 
Courses are now available for pistol, 
rifle and shotgun. The courses have 
been attended and praised by world 
class competitive shooters as well as 
law enforcement and military person
nel. For information write: 

CHAPMAN ACADEMY 
P.O. BOX 7035 • Columbia, MO 65205 

(314) 696-5544 

clip with a covering plate. The plate locks the 
cartridges in place and has holes for passage 
of the fir ing pin . 

The Mateba is a double action revolver; to 
shoot single action one must cock the gun by 
use of a cocking lever (ambidextrous) located 
just above the stocks. 

As this is written (August , 1984) there is 
no U.S. importer. However, Mr. Ghisoni 
indicated that he is talking to several prospec
tive importers and he hopes to get an agree
ment soon. 

It appears that innovation in revolver 
designs from Mr. Ghisoni does not end with 
the Mateba. He also sent the American Hand
gunner photos of a prototype revolver in 
which the firing mechanism and barrel are 
aligned with the bottom chamber of the cylin
der! 

We have been promised an early test 
model of the Mateba, and will report on it in 
an upcoming issue of the American Hand
gunna 

Thus we have a tale of two cities; East 
Hartford , Connecticut , where a respected 
name in American firearms manufacturing 
may soon fade away, and Pavia , Italy, where 
an unknown gunmake r is breaking new 
ground in an effort to keep the revolver from 
being overshadowed by the self-load ing 
pistol. 

A recent note from Sturm Ruger indicated 
that as a result of bankruptcy proceedings of 
United Sporting Arms of Arizona , the licens
ing agreement between that company and 
Sturm Ruger fo r use of the patented Ruger 
"transfer bar" system is no longer valid. 

Bill Maley, of the newly organized United 
Sporting Arms, Inc., te lls the Handgunner 
that a new safety system is in the works which 
does not use any of the Ruger patented fea
tures. This new system is being incorporated 
into guns shipped at this writing. Bill tells us 
that production of the single action revolvers 
is running at about 200 guns per month , with 
great interest from 
silhouette shooters for 
the .375 chambering. 
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The print. Joe Isom, noted wildlife illus
trator, has created a unique work of art . t 
for buyers of selected S&W.handguns. 
Each print will be signed by the artist and 
bear the serial number of the specific gun 
pun:hased. 

To get your print. Buy one of the hand
guns listed below, send a copy of BATF 
Form 4473 and your bill of sale (indicating 
Federal Excise Tax was paid) to: Dept. DL, 
Smith & Wesson, Springfield, MA 01101. 

*Model 25, .45 Colt, .45ACP 
Model 27, .357 Magnum 
Models 29/629, .44 Magnum 
Model 57, .41 Magnum 

Offer limited to print quaniities. 

·' 
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