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40th Anniversary 1945-1985 

WORLD WARll VICTORY TRIBUTE 
The most spectacular Ml Carbine ever created. A firing, Limited Edition of 25QO, selectively plated with 24-karat gold. 

Dedicated to the Americans who defended our freedom in World War II. 

Lest We Forget ... 

I n this, the 40th Anniversary Year of World 
War II Victory, The American Historical 
Foundation is proud to honor the Ameri

cans who defended our freedom in the world's 
biggest war, through the issuance of a lasting, 
tangible tribute-the World War II Commem
orative Ml Carbine. 

Designed in 1941 by David Marsh "Carbine" 
Williams, the fast-handling Ml Carbine quick
ly became an all-time classic and a favorite 
American military firearm. It was called "A 
Hurricane of Firepower," "Ace Weapon of 
World War II," and the "Baby Garand." 

No collection of military arms is complete 
without one. Now you're invited to inspect for 
yourself the most beautiful one ever made. 

Correct Military Specifications 
You will find this World War II Commem

orative Ml Carbine has the identical feel and 
balance of the ones issued to our Gls in World 
War II. Maybe you, your father or an-uncle 
carried one. If so, it will be a reunion with an 
old friend. 

To make it authentic, the parts are fully 
interchangeable with the Carbines that saw 
combat in World War II. Some of the parts are 
mint-condition, unused GI parts originally 
produced for the military. 

It's configured with the correct, early-style, 
two-hole (vs. four-hole) handguard, the flat 
(vs. round) bolt and the no-lug (vs. with lug) 
barrel band. And it fires the same GI .30 Ml 
Carbine ammo. 

Presentation Grade 
There has never been an Ml Carbine any

where near the quality of this. The ones used 
by our troops weren't made with beauty in 
mind - as the dull, phosphate-gray steel with 
machine marks and oiled ordnance wood attest. 

You will be particularly proud to point out to 
your friends and old military buddies the special 
care put into your Limited Edition Carbine ... 
• Feel the glass-smooth finish on the select, 

solid walnut stock and handguard. Seven 
coats of lacquer are applied, hand rubbed, 
hand polished, and hand waxed to a finish as 
beautiful as the finest shotguns. 

• Inspect the major steel components - mirror
polished and blued to a presentation gloss
black finish. 

•Sight across the polished and 24-karat gold
plated rear sight base, windage knob and 

screw and front sight, and check the trigger, 
magazine release, safety, slide stop, barrel band 
screw and barrel band spring - all also pol
ished and plated with genuine 24-karat gold. 

• Then show your friends the deeply etched 
and gold-gilt infilled operating slide with the 
Great Seal of the United States and the World 
War II commemorative identification. 

• Display it so all can read the proud inscrip
tion embossed and fired into the special gold
plated, black cloisonne medallion, inset into 
the buttstock. 

•To further denote each as a special-edition 
collectible, each Limited Edition Carbine is 
serially numbered between 0001 and 2500, 
with the WW prefix (for World War II). 
• You will also receive a 15-round, mint con

dition GI magazine, a Field Manual, firing 
instructions, a numbered Certificate of 
Authenticity and a deluxe leather sling. 

A custom-made, solid walnut Display Cabi
net is also available. This may be wall mounted 
or displayed flat. Lined in the most expensive 
grade of maroon velvet, it features a solid 
brass, etched identification plaque and three 
solid brass hinges. The clear plexiglass lid, with 
three solid brass clasps with matched key 
locks, protects your showpiece from dust and 
unauthorized handling. 

Each Limited Edition Carbine is being 
custom-made to our presentation-grade speci
fications. Iver Johnson's Arms, Inc. has set 
up a separate assembly shop for these Com
memoratives and staffed it with their most 
experienced gunsmiths. 
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This Is A Firing Carbine 
Chances are you'll never shoot it because, 

in unfired, original condition, it will be worth 
more money, should you ever decide to sell. 
But, because it's functional, it could be called 
on to defend your home and family, firing the 
same, famous GI .30 Ml Carbine ammunition 
which is readily. available at gun shops. 

Only 2500 are being made - very few for 
all our Members, for the men and family mem
bers of those who served in World War II, and 
for the firearms collecting fraternity. Once they 
are gone, the only way to get one will be to try 
to buy one from someone who bought one -
and pay their price. 

This is available only through The American 
Historical Foundation - a further control over 
the availability, quality, serial numbers and 
edition limit. 

Special Limited Edition Issued by The 
American Historical Foundation. Made in 
U.S.A. in the former World War II Jackson
ville Ordnance Factm:v by Iver Johnson's 
Arms, Inc., est. 1871. 

How to Reserve 
To reserve, you may call (a 24-hour toll free 

number is available), use the reservation form 
below or personally visit. A deposit of only 
$95 is needed to place your reservation, and 
the balance can be paid in four convenient 
monthly payments of only $150, if you wish. 

Anyone who can own a hunting rifle can 
own this Carbine. If you don't have a firearms 
license, we will coordinate delivery with you 
through your local firearms dealer, after you 
call or send us your reservation. If you have a 
license, send us a signed copy, and your Car
bine will be delivered directly to you. 

You will also be made a Member of The 
American Historical Foundation and receive, 
at no expense, expert information concerning 
the care, preservation and display of military 
firearms. As a Member, you will receive notice 
of all military history projects of the Founda
tion, prior to the general public - as well as 
other special benefits. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Your satisfaction is guaranteed. If you aren't 

completely pleased with your Carbine, just 
return it within one month for a full refund. 

Several of our recent projects have been 
"l!'ar!y "sellouts." Reservations are being accepted 
on a first-come, first-served basis. Requests 
for special serial numbers will be honored, 
if possible. _ 

Prompt action is suggested to take advan
tage of the original issue price and to avoid 
completion of the reservation roster for this 
strictly limited edition. 

P-----------------------------· 
RESERVATIO 

S:1lisfol..·ti o n G u:mmtccd or H:c turn in :\0 Da~·s for Fu ll H:l.'fo nd 
To : The A m c ri c:in llis1oric a l Founda1io 11 

1022 Wcsl Fr:mklin S1 rccl . l>cpl . A 21 
lfo.:hrno nd. V ir).! inia 21220 
Telephone : jXO.J I J5J- IRl2 
2.J-hour lo ll £rec rcscrva1ions ~ROO I JM-ROXO 

Yes, I wish to reserve the Lim ited Edi ti o n World War II 
. Commem o ra ti ve M 'l Carbine, selecti vely p la ted w ith 24-

karat gold . I w ill also receive a Cert ifi ca te o f A uthen ticit y 
and information concerning the history, care, displa y and 
firing o f this Ml Carbine. 

D My d eposit {or c red it card a uthoriza tio n ) for 595 is en 
closed. I wish to be invoiced or D have charged to m y 
credit card the balance due . .. 
0 in fo u r m o nthly payments of S150 each. 
0 in fu ll. 

0 M y paym ent in full (or credi t card a utho r ization) for 
S695 is enclosed. 

0 Also p lease send the optional solid w alnut display cabinet . 
Please a dd S175 to the final charge of the method of pay
m ent I have selecled above. 

Nam e. 

Address . ... . 

... . . ........... . ..... . 
For Visa , M asterCard o r American Express, please send 
account numbe r, expiratio n date and signatu re. Virginia 
residen ts add tax . 



4 

AME Bl CAii 

MAY/JUNE, 1985 Vol. l 0, No. 52 
FEATURES 
CROSSFIRE, Fred Romero and Evan Marshall . .. .. ... . .. ... . ........ 16 
Is PPC practical? Two cops hash it out. 

MASTER TIPS. Jon Winokur . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 
Jack Weaver demonstrates the Weaver stance. 

WILSON COMBAT PPC REVOLVER, Seth Nadel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31 
A champion PPC shooter wrings out a champion PPC gun. 

1984 IPSC NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS, Cameron Hopkins ..... . . .. . 34 
It was fast and furious shooting, and the best man won. 

FEMMES FATALES IN PHOENIX, Beverly Gore Chapman .......... . .. 39 
A gal's view of the IPSC National Championships. 

CUSTOM GUN GIVEAWAY .. . ....... . .......... . ... .. .... .... . . .. . 40 
You can win a custom Wilson Combat PPC. 

1984 PPC NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS, Fred Romero ... . ... . .. .. .. . . 42 
When the smoke cleared , Kerry Hile had his third title . 

CHARTER'S OFF DUTY .38 SNUBBY, Al Pickles ... ..... ... . . ........ . 44 
Charter does it again! Another top quality snubby! 

ORLANDO POUCE ADOPTS IPSC, Michael Bane . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45 
This department recognizes the benefits of IPSC for training. 

PIN BUsnRS, Cameron Hopkins .......... . . . .. . ... . . .. ........ . . 46 
Coors hosted the bowling pin World Championship pistol match . 

THE GUNS OF MIKE LA ROCCA, Stan Trzoniec ... ........ ... . ... ...... SI 
Meet one of the hottest young pistolsmiths around . 

EAGLE .380AUTOMATIC, J.B. Wood . ... ... .. ... .. .. .. . . ..... . .... 52 
The author found the Eagle .380 superior to the Walther .380. 

COLUMNS 
COPTALK, Massad Ayoob ............ ... . .. . ... .. .. .. ... .. .. .. ... 6 

COMBAT SHOOTING, William Bish . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

HANDGUN HUNTING, J.D . Jones ... ..... . .. .. .. ........ . . ... . . . . . . 12 

HANDGUN LEATHER, Al Pickles .. ............... : ... . . . . . . ... , .... . 17 

INSIGHTS INTO IPSC, Cameron Hopkins ..... .. ... . . . .... . . .. ....... 21 

PISTOLSMITHING, John Lawson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 

HANDLOADING, Dan Cotterman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27 

WHAT'S NEW. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 

SIWETAS, Philip Briggs ... . .. .................... .. . .... ... . ..... 30 

CONVERSATION WITH A CHAMPION, Jon Winokur ..... . .. . . ... ... .. 32 

INDUSftY INSIDER, Jerry Rakusan .... .......... .. .. . .. . .. .. . .. .. . 67 

STAFF 
GEORGE E. von ROSEN. Publisher 
JEROME RAKUSAN, Editorial Director 
CAMERON HOPKINS, Editor 
SYDNEY BARKER, Art Director 
TOM HOLLANDER, Circulation Director 
NICK SOULELES. Advertising Sales Manager 

jilir1141-1 
=I'.~ ... ,_.....,. 

~~~GROUP 

NATIONAL ADV. OFFICE: 591 Camino de la 
Reina , Suite 200. San Diego, CA 92108 (619) 
297-8520 

WEST COAST REPS.: Media Sales Assoc iates, 
23232 Peralta Drive (Suite 218), Laguna Hills. 
CA 92653 (714) 859-4448 

EAST COAST ADV. REPS.: Buchmayr Associ 
ates . 980 Post Rd . Darien . CT 06820 (203) 
655-1639 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER (ISSN 0145-4250) is 
published bi-monthly by Publishers Development 
Corp., 591 Camino de la Reina, San Diego, CA 92108. 
Second class postage paid at San Diego, CA 92108, 
and at addit ional mailing offices. Subscriptions: One 
year (6 issues) $11 .95 . Single monthly copies $2 .00 (in 
Canada $2 .50) . Change of Address: Four weeks ' 
notice required on all changes. Send old address as 
well as new. Contributors submitting manuscripts, 
photographs or drawings do so at their own risk . Mate· 
rial cannot be returned unless accompanied by suffi
cient postage. Payment will be made at rates current 
at time of publication and will cover reproduction in 
any or all AMERICAN HANDGUNNER Magazine edi
tions. Advert ising rates furnished on request. Repro
duction or use of any portion of this magazine in any 
manner, without written permission , is prohibited . Al l 
rights reserved . Title to this publication passes to sub
scriber only on delivery to his address. SUBSCRIP
TION PROBLEMS: For immediate ac tion write to 
AMERICAN HANDGUNNER , Attent ion Christi 
McCombs~591 Camino de la Reina , Suite 200, San_ 
~i,;'8~;,,~~ ~~~~~o~~~~~~~~) 297-8524. Ask for Christi 

Postmaster : Send address changes to American 
Handgunner. 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200 , San 
Diego, CA 92108 

SHOOTING 
SPORTS 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER •MAY I JUNE 1985 



Knifeco PO. Box 5271. Hialeah Lakes. FL 33014 

Please send me, 
D l Survival Krille @ $19.95 plus $3.00 for shipping & handling. 
D 2 Survival Knives @ $38.00 plus $3.00 for shipping & handling. 
Specify, 
D Carnoufiage handle with green sheath & black coated blade. 
D Black handle with black sheath & stainless blade. 

-Florida Resident add 5 % sales tax. 
Catalog only $2.00 D Free with order 
D Check enclosed D Money Order 
Charge my D MasterCard D Visa 
Credit Card No. 

I I I I I I 
Expiration Date ~I ~~~~~~~~~~ 
Authorized Signature ______________ _ 

Name __________________ _ 

Address 

City --~---- State ____ Zip ___ _ 
GU 



COPTAUC 
MASSAD AYOOB 

SUBCONSCIOUS MIND TAKES OVER IN 
A DEADLY ASSAULT FROM ATTACKERS 

At the end of Ayoob's Jan i Feb '85 col
umn, he said, " If you wish to learn more 
about mental conditioning for violent en
counters, let the editors know. They 're re
ceptive. So am I." 

Consequently, a flood of letters deluged 
the Handgunner's offices asking for more 
from Ayoob on mental aspects of gun
fighting. 

Here is the first of a three part series 
Ayoob prepared in response to our read
ers' requests. 

We hear, and we obey! 

The two officers were perhaps a car length 
apart when the younger one accosted the 

suspect. The punk reached under his jacket 
and came out with a Heckler & Koch 9mm. 
He shot the first cop in the side, and as the 
officer lay supine, fired two more shots that 
struck the lower body. 

The older officer looked on in horror as the 
shots were fired. The suspect turned and 
fired several shots, striking the second cop in 
both legs. Some survival instinct forced the 
wounded legs to work and the officer man
aged to hide behind the patrol car. The assail
ant walked up to him, put the 9mm to his 
head , and pulled the trigger. 

Both officers died with their serv ice 
revolvers still strapped into their holsters. 

The tragedy underscored a great need in 
combat firearms training for Good Guys: 
drawing the defensive handgun in the face of 
deadly danger should be an automatic, 
reflexive response! Faced with the awesome 
enormity of a night erupting into gunfire, 
someone trying to take your life, and perhaps 
a partner cut down before your unbelieving 
eyes, the conscious mind may be too over
whelmed to tell your gunhand what to do. 

At that terrible moment , in the gravest 

extreme of lethal danger, your consciousness 
has no time to think, "Hand clears jacket and 
takes firm grip on sidearm. Thumb releases 
safety strap. Gun comes up into target, finger 
going onto trigger when muzzle reaches 45° 
angle ... " No way. That kind of response has 
to be reflexive. 

Ask any cop who has survived on the 
street for a while, and he can tell you of nights 
when his gun was in his hand but he didn't 
remember drawing it. For those men , good 
training held. Speaking for myself, I know 
the fastest draw I ever made was not at any 
match , but a night on the street when a 
gunshot exploded behind my partner and I. 
One second I was standing beside the patrol 
car in the bank parking lot , the next I was in a 
kneeling position looking behind me over the 
slide of a .45 service auto I had no recollec
tion of reaching for. 

Training isn't merely knowledge. That's 
education. Training is physical program
ming, and training for emergencies like gun
fights requires instilling the programming so 
deep that the subconscious will automatically 
order 'Response P\ when the conscious mind 
becomes aware of 'Stimulus P\. The slower 
conscious mind is thus bypassed, and the 
appropr iate response is carried out far more 
quickly. 

Does this mean we should turn our police 
officers and holders of carry permits into 
ki!Jer robots? Not at all , and this is one of the 
reasons I oppose teaching the gunfighting 
technique called ' the Stroke.' The Stroke is a 
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single movement in which the gun is drawn 
and instantly fired as it comes in line with the 
target. That is programming the gun's wearer 
to kill whenever the weapon is drawn under 
stress, and we know from real life that this is 
not always necessary. One California study 
indicated that 13 times out of 14 when a civil
ian gun owner drew on a criminal suspect, 
they did not find it necessary to shoot the 
person. A Florida study puts the figure 
higher, some 33 to I. In law enforcement , 
most ten-year cops in tough precincts have 
lost count of the number of suspects they've 
drawn guns on, but have rarely if ever had to 
actually shoot the offender. 

Drawing the gun is another matter. We'll 
never know how many good guys are alive 
because they drew down on the suspect 
before the latter could attempt to deliver his 
killing stroke to them, and made the malefac
tor realize that surrender was his only hope 
for survival, thus ending the encounter with
out bloodshed. The draw should be reflexive, 
a trained response to the presence of lethal 
danger. 

Quite apart from creating killer robots, 
this will enhance survival for both the Good 
Guys, and the Bad Guys who endanger them. 
When my hand draws my gun automatically, 
it has left my conscious mind completely free 
to make the most critical decision: "Must I 
shoot this human being?" 

If, instead , my conscious mind has to walk 
my untrained hand through the process of 
unsnapping the safety strap and freeing my 

service pistol, the ability of the conscious 
mind to analyze the situation and make that 
life or death choice is slowed and impaired. 
By the time the gun is clear, I may have no 
choice but to shoot down the man who threat
ens me . .. and I may already have stopped a 
bullet or a knife thrust myself. 

The trained protector does not kill by 
reflex , he draws by reflex. If, in the fraction 
of a second between when the hand fell to the 
holster and when the muzzle came on target 
the Good Guy has realized that defensive 

, gunfire is the indicated response, he will fire 
every bit as rapidly as he would have if hetl 
executed a mindless, killing 'Stroke,' yet he 
now knows beyond doubt that his use of this 
ultimate force is absolutely justified. 

Prosecutors and civil attorneys who try to 
destroy cops and armed citizens who shot 
criminals in self defense like to portray the 
defendants as 'trained killers' if they had been 
trained to use guns in self-defense. If the 
training was right, we can successfully argue 
that the man or woman trained in reflexive 
quick draw is less likely to kill when they 
don't absolutely have to. 

One of the most influential instructors in 
my own career was Charlie Smith, the for
mer head of nationwide FBI training who 
went on to create and direct the Smith & 
Wesson Academy. Throughout his career as a 
master instructor, Charlie kept a running, 
informal survey of the instructors who came 
to him. He asked, "Who in your department 
is doing the bad (poor judgement) 

CONTENDE 
JIM YOUNG HAD TO WAIT 10 YEARS 
BEFORE HIS PERMIT FOR DESERT 
BIGHORN SHEEP WAS DRAWN! 

shootings?" 
While many chiefs had feared that a highly 

trained gun expert would become a killing 
machine behind a badge, Charlie's research 
proved just the opposite. The cops who fired 
before it was necessary were almost invari
ably the ones who shot so poorly that they 
had no confidence, and when a suspect made 
a suspicious move in the shadows, they fired 
as a desperate pre-emptive strike because 
they knew they could not survive an 'equal' 
gun battle. The experts, on the other hand , 
were so confident in their ability to outshoot 
and outdraw street punks, that they could 
afford to wait the extra fraction of a second to 
make sure that deadly force was abolutely 
justified before they unleashed a police bullet 
they could never call back. 

This aspect of defensive firearms training 
is perhaps the least understood. I think of it in 
moments like last March, when the Miami 
Herald referred to me as a 'quick-draw gun
man.' Their reporter didn't know the dif
ference, apparently, between drawing to kill 
and drawing to intimidate, nor the difference 
between termination and deterrence. 

Once the Good Guy has learned to make 
the gun come into his hand reflexively, he 
faces the most awesome decision of all; 
"Must I use deadly force against this human 
being I face, and ifl must, can I bring myself 
to do it?" 

We shall discuss this vital aspect of mental 
conditioning for combat in the next ..... 
issue. ~ 

Jim Young , of Glendale, Arizona, 
applied for a Desert Bighorn Sheep 
permit for ten years. When the oppor
tunity finally arrived he choose a 10" 
Contender Pistol in .223 caliber for 
the trophy hunt. One shot at 160 
yards and Jim had a unique trophy
the first recorded Desert Sheep to be 
taken with a handgun in the State of 
Arizona . 

IF YOU'RE SERIOUS ABOUT HAND
GUNNING shouldn't you be thinking 
about a Contender. The pistol that 
couples superb accuracy to an inter
changeable barrel system offering a 
wide selection of meaningful calibers. 

WJtiU for our new free 
32 page catalog. One 
glance through the Con
tender section and you'll 
see why Contender is the 
leader in down range per
formance . 

THOMPSON/CENTER ARMS 
Aiwtkelt C~ Fitt6U Farmington Road, P.O. Box 2426, Dept . TAH 5 

Rochester, New Hampshire 03867 
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Why miss 
a month? 

Make your hobby more fun 
and subscribe to the finest 
firearms publication 
available, called GUNS. 

Because it's great to open 
your mailbox each month 
and discover a magazine 
that you can spend hours 
with, getting all the 
adventure, action and 
information you want about 
firearms. You open the 
covers and the world 's 
greatest experts let you 
pick their brains. 
Reloading, benchresting, 
shotguns, handguns, rifles . 
Whatever your interest, 
you 'll get some new 
information and insights 
about it in every issue of 
GUNS. Then there's the 

. beauty and excitement of 
customizing and engraving, 
all in full color features. 

fhe experts read GUNS 
because the experts write 
GUNS. 

To subscribe, just fill out the 
order card in this issue . Or 
drop us·a note with pqyment 
for one of the fol lowing: 

1 vr $14.95; 2 yrs $24.85; 3 yrs $33.45. 
Foreign subsc ribers ad d S6 per year. 
Allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery. 

Save yourself a bundle oft the 
single issue price. 

GUNS P.O . Box 85201 
San Diego.CA 92138. 

G --PISIOl ·~ H u SllOOllllO • .l.O'fflrnlfll • ll(ffllU 

N 
$ 

RANGEFINDER 
SCOPES: 
How Do They Work? 

Buyer's Qukle to 

10 GAUGE SllJTlUS 

·111.lJlll 
on a Budget 



THOSE 
GALLANT 

MEN 
On Tria l in Vie1ru1m 

0414 $19.95 

YOURS 
FREE 
with membership 
THE U-BOAT WARS 

• ss21 s12.95 

0448 $16 .95 
0224 $16.95 

1099 $19 .95 
Prices shown are publishers' edition prices 

PLUS 3 MORE BOOKS FIR 98c~1T~BERSHIP 
Here's how the Club Plan works: You 'll get 3 books for 
only 98¢ plus shipping and handling and your FREE 
book and WW II maps-when accepted as a member. 
We reserve the right to reject any application . However. 
once accepted, if you are not completely satisfied with 
your introductory books, return them within 10 days at 
our expense . Your membership will be cancelled and 
you wi ll owe nothing. The free book and maps are yours 
to keep in any case . 
Huge selection: As a Club member, you 'll have over 
350 titles to choose from-a tremendous variety of the 
very best military books in print. Many feature rarely 
seen photos. illustrations and maps. Many books are 
difficult to find anywhere else . 
How you save money: The Club offers its own complete 
hardbound editions (sometimes altered in size to fit 
special presses). Club editions save you up to 30% off 
publishers' hardcover edition prices. A shipping and 
handling charge is added to each shipment. 
Club magazine: Enjoy the luxury of at-home shopping 
with your free Club magazine . About every 4 weeks (14 
times a year) you receive the Club magazine describing 
coming Selection(s) and Alte rnates. In addition , up to 4 
times a year, you may receive offers of special Selec
tions, always at discounts off publishers' prices . If you 

want the featured Selection(s), do nothing-shipment 
will be made automatically. If you prefer an Alternate
or no book at all-indicate this on the order form and 
return it by the date specified . You 'll have at least 10 
days to decide. If you have less th an 10 days , and you 
receive an unwanted Selection, you may return it at our 
expense and owe noth ing. 
The choice is always yours: Your only obligation is to 
take just 4 books at regular low Club prices during the 
next 2 years . You may resign any time after purchasing 
your 4 books , or continue to enjoy Club membership for 
as long as you like . -
t Soft cover • Explicit sex, violence and/or language. 

r------------, 
1 Military Book Club® 1 

I Dept. RR-870, Garden City, NY 11530 I 
Yes , please accept my membership application and send me the 3 

I books marked below plus my free book and WW II maps . Bill me only I 
98C plus shipping and handling for the three books . I agree to the Club 

I 
plan presented in this ad . and understand that I need buy just 4 more 

1 books at regular low Club prices any time I want during the next 2 years . 
No-risk guarantee: If not delighted after examining my 3 selections , I 

I may return the books within 10 days at Club expense . My membership I 
will be cancelled and I will owe nothing . No matter what I decide . I may 

I keep my free book and maps. I 
I ;~:a~ook I I 

I Note: If you already own The U-Boat Wars. please choose another title I 
TWO FULL I foryour freebook. I 

COLOR I ~~s I 
I 

241/2" X 19" Ms. (please prin t) 

WW II I Address Apt . No .__ I 
MAPS I City State __ Zip___ I 

Members accepted in U.S.A. and Canada only. Canad ian members L =e~m~a~e.'.:!fe.'..!:h~ d:'.'.:n~ _!4-~9 _J with membership 
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COMBAT SHOOTING 
WILLIAM H. BISH 

BIANCHI CUP UNITES WITH THE NRA, 
ANNOUNCES A NEW COURSE OF FIRE 

The American Handgunner is pleased 
to announce the opening of the Combat 
Shooting column to guest writers. 

Look for a wide variety of topics in 
Combat Shooting ranging from discus
sions of the latest shooting equipment to 
in-depth reports on major matches au
thored by leading authorities. 

The first guest columnist is William H. 
Bish, a staff writer for the National Rifle 
Association and Press Director of the 
NRA Bianchi Cup National Action Shoot
ing Pistol Championship. 

Now, over to Bill for an exclusive 
Handgunner report on the new NRA 
Bianchi Cup. 

After nurturing the Bianchi Cup Interna
J-\..tional Pistol Tournament from its incep
tion seven years ago to its current status as 
one of the most prestigious shooting events in 
the world , Bianchi International has 
announced that it will turn Bianchi Cup oper
ations over to the National Rifle Association. 

The NRA and Bianchi International 
jointly announced that NRA will assume 
sponsorship of the Bianchi Cup tournament 
effective January 1, 1985 . 

"I know the tournament will prosper under 
the NRA's care," said Richard Nichols, presi
dent of the non-profit Bianchi Cup 
corporation. 

"The tournament is an ambitious project 
that has more than met expectations over the 
last seven years." 

"Now it is time for the next quantum leap 
in the growth of professional shooting. The 
NRA, with its large national base and strong 
emphasis on all types of firearms competi
tion , has come forward to make that happen ," 
Nichols said. 

James Davis , manager of the NRA's 
Action Shooting Program , said, 'J\s the 
national governing body of shooting sports in 
America, we are pleased and excited about 
assuming operation of the Bianchi Cup 
matches." 

Davis, who will succeed Nichols as tour-

#2 

nament coordinator of the Bianchi Cup, went 
on to say, "The NRA will strive to carry on 
the traditions of Bianchi Cup and , with the 
continued support of industry and the shoot
ing fraternity, we will endeavor to maintain 
the tournament's prestige and its reputation as 
the richest prize in the shooting sports." 

Both Davis and Nichols agreed that the 
transfer of operations is a natural progression 
for the Bianchi Cup tournament , which has 
been sanctioned by the NRA for the past 
three years and served as the vehicle by 
which the NRA introduced its own action 
shooting program in 1982. 

Last year, the NRA designated the Bianchi 
Cup VI as its inaugural National Action 
Shooting Pistol Championship. 

"The Bianchi Cup and the NRA's Action 
Shooting Pistol Program have evolved 
together," said Davis. "The Bianchi Cup tour
nament helped the NRA's program to grow, 
and now it's time for us to help the Cup to 
prosper and achieve its full potential." 

Nichols is optirnistic about the future of the 
Bianchi Cup tournament and confident that 
the NRA will maximize the tournament's 
positive influence on the shooting sports. 

"We have successfully taken the first steps 
in establishing a new pro sport," said Nich
ols. "Sportsmanship and professionalism are 
at new highs, and the tournament's regular 
exposure on national television is enhancing 
a positive image for handguns and com
petitive shooting. The NRA contributed sig-

ils -~· -BY Bill WILSON 
,. , , ....... . .. 
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SILENCERS IN THE 1980S 
Greilt Designs. Cre;1I Desisners 

By/. David Trub y 
Now, an in-depth . fully ill ustrated report on the newest 
developments in suppressor technology. J . David Truby 
provides all -new info on the innovative designs of today 's 
suppressor designers. plus explosive data o n those who 
use them . H is investigative research gives definitive 
comparisons of models. prices . features . kits . indepen 
den t manufacturers . and si lencer technology . You 'll not 
read this privy in fo anywhe re else ! 8 1h x 11. sof tcover . 132 
pnotos. 120 pp $12.00 

GET EVEN: 
The Complete llool< of Dirty Tricks 
A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big busi 
ness, government. and enemies. 
More sophisticated and involved 
tricks are included. such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and political dirty tricksters. Over 80 
sections present dirty tricks ranging 
from the simple to the elaborate. S'h 
x 8Y., hardcover, 192 pp. $12.95 

THE MINl-14 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 
Use this home workshop guide to convert your Mini into a 
selective-fire, silenced, S.W.A.l >type weapon capable of 
field-clearing firepower. Provides complete workshop 
plans, 40 close- up photos and full -scale templales. Th is 
conversion process requires no machining or special tools. 
Once completed, it takes just five minutes to drop in the 
Automatic Connector (the book's secret!) or remove it as 
needed. Also includes detailed plans for a quick-and-easy 
caliber .223 silencer. 9 x 12, softcover, photos, templates, 
72 pp. $12.00 

HOME WORKSHOP SILENCERS I 

Fantastic . large-format guide to making an smg or pistol 
silencer in the home workshop . Over 50 9" x 12" working 
machinists drawings are presented . al l of superb quality . 
Shows step-by·step construction for three different fi re
arm silencers . all of very advanced design . Improvised 
materials and machining techniques are suggested . and 
the text is written clearly and concisely . An excellent 
addit ion to your silencer bookshelf! Note : Home Work
shop Silencers I is for entertainment and historical pur
poses.only 9 x 12. softcover. illus .. 72 pp. $12.00 

THE COMBAT SHOTGUN AND 
SUBMACHINE GUN 
A Special Weapons Analysis by Chuck Taylor 

From one of America's most sought-after shooting instructors comes an in -depth analysis of 
two controversial small arms: the combat shotgun and submachine gun. In photo essay form , 
Chuck Taylor-author of The Fighting Rifle and The Complete Book of Combat Handgun
ning, and cofounder and former editor of SWAT magazine- examines these two commonly 
misunderstood and misemployed weapons. For both the beginner and expert, a compre
hensive education in weapon effectiveness is provided . Step-by-step, 385 photos detail 
fi eld -testing of both arms, basic and advanced training drills, tactical rules for different 
situations and gun accessories an d modifications. Taylor also covers techniques for wea
pon effectiveness such as loading procedures, carrying and fighting positions, pivots and 
turns, and malfunction c learance drills. 8112 x 11 , softcover, 385 photos, 176 pp. $14.95 

FORBIDDEN FIGHTING 
TECHNIQUES OF THE NINJA 

h y A -.l11tlJ Kun 
Pass !hrough the dark night ol the 
soul and . like the Nin1a . become a 
mysti c warrior of the shadows. To 
help you 1n your quest of the Silent 
Way. Ash1da Kim presents exer 
cises. strategy, f1ghl1ng techniques 
and ceremonial oaths of in1t1ation 
With prac ti ce and study. you can 
master this terrifying form of sel f -

._ ______ _. defense. 8 V2 x 11 , hardcover . 271 

COMMANDO 
_ _QAGGER 

photos. 128 pp. $19 .95 

DEAD CLIENTS DON'T PAY 
The Bodyguard's Manual 

by Leroy Thompson 
Now, learn the business of body
guarding like it really is! Topics in
c lude checking for auto tampering, 
home and office secu rity, weapons' 
selection, assessing the threats and 
more. Illustrations detail car and 
grounds security. Here are the 
glamour, the guns, the facts of the 
trade. SV2 x 8%, softcover, 120 pp. 

$10.00 

COMMANDO DAGGER 
The Complete Illustrate d History of 
the Fairbairn-Sykes Fighting knife 
b y Leroy Thomp)0 /1 
The most widely recognized fighting 
knife. the F-S dagger made the vital 
difference in many hand-to- hand 
struggles. For the first time. here's a 
comprehensive, heavily illustrated 
reference on the F-S and its de
scendants. Ove r 60 knives are 
detailed in photos with accompany 
ing specs. 8V2 x 11 , clothbound. 189 
photos, 176 pp. $25.00 

THE RUGER 1022 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 
Here is a conversion system you can bet your life on! Now 
you can transform your Ruger 1022 into a selective- fire , 
close-com bat gun you can trust. Wi th simple hand tools. 
you can build the parts that will convert your trusty Ruger 
1022 into a selec ti ve- fire weapon that can fire over 1,000 
rounds per minute on full auto- all without modifying the 
-receiver or tr igger housing in any way. Ju st drop in the 
conversion parts, and you're ready for whatever-or 
whomever-comes. Over 60 explicit photos, machinist's 
drawings and full-scale templates accompany the de
tailed instructions for making this conversion foolproof. 
9 x 12, sottcover. illus .. 96 pp. $12.00 

SECRETS OF THE NINIA 
by Ashida Kim 

This is the real thing--one of the few 
complete. hardcover studies of this 
terrifying and deadly martial art.Text 
and photos illustrate Ninja princi 
ples of invisibility, covert entry, 
escape and evasion. assassinat!oo, 
sentry removal , meditation, mind 
c louding and much more. 51h x 8112. 
hardcover. 200 photos. 168 pp . 

$16.95 

MAD AS HELL 
.--------. A Master Tome of Revengemilnship 

a 
Tired of feeling like lhe underdog? 
Let Mad As Hell put you on top of 
your enemies as you become a mas
ter of revengemanship. Learn how to 
get even with a two-timing lover, an 

~ overbearing boss, bothersome mai l
order companies, and other~. Here 
are over 120 peevish pranks to re
duce your mark to a whimpering 
mass of paranoia. For entertainment 
only! 5Y2 x 8V2. hardcover, 168 pp. 

$12.95 

THE COLT .45 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 
The ultimate selective-fi re conversion for the famed Colt 
.45 is here! All orig inal components are retained, and only 
three functional parts have been added, each of which can 
be built using common hand tools. The ingenious auto
matic tripping device- a feature never before incorporated 
in any machine pistol of th is type- provides for trouble-free 
operation. A revolut ionary. compact, removable folding 
metal front grip aids in controlling the gun when firing fuH 
auto. Carefully resea rched and thoroughly tested for relia
bili ty, this conversion system works with outstanding ac
curacy and safety. 9 x 12.softcover, illus., photos, templates, 
88 pp $12.00 

THE RUGER PISTOL EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 
For the first ti me. convers ion plans for a super-compact, 
selective-fire machine pistol! Turn you r Ruger Mark I or II 
in to a fistful of power- without modifying the receiver or 
bolt group and using hand-built parts. This ingenious con
version fires from the original closed bolt system- making 
firing extremely accurate- and uses original trigger parts. 
The detachable auto tripper device can readit y be removed 
for semiauto shooting only. Machinist's drawings. lull
scale templates and photos accompany direct ions. 9 x 12. 
sottcover. illus. 96 pp. $12.00 

-------------OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 
THE AR-7 EXOTIC WEAPONS NEW 1.D. IN AMERICA $10.00 

SYSTEM $12.00 I HATE YOU! . $12.95 
BOUNTY HUNTER . $10.00 TIGER SCROLL OF THE 
PRINCIPLES OF IMPROVISED KOGA NINIA ........... . ... $ 8.00 

EXPLOSIVE DEVICES $12.00 NINIA DEATH TOUCH . $10.00 
NINJA SHURIKEN !OBS THAT SUCK ... AND SOME 

THROWING . $12.00 THAT DON'T $10.00 
DISGUISE TECHNIQUES . . ...... $ 8.00 KILLER ELITE . . .. $ 8.00 
AN INFANTRYMAN'S GUIDE TO COMBAT SURVIVAL. $14.95 

URBAN COMBAT . $14.95 WARRIOR SECRETS $10.00 
FIND 'EM FAST: A PRIVATE EMPTY HAND, LOADED GUN: 

INVESTIGATOR'S THE ULTIMATE SYSTEM FOR 
WORKBOOK . $12.00 CLOSE COMBAT ............ $ 8.00 

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 

• t PALADIN PRESS ~ Ca ll TOLL FREE for credi t card o rders: 

1 PO BOX 1307-JPS ~ 1-1100-824-7888; Ask fo r Operator •249. 
Alaska & Hawaii , 1-800-824-7919. 

I BOULDER, CO 80306 ~ Send Sl for lalest PALADIN CATALOG. I 
Phone (303) 443-7250 ~ Catalog free with o rder. 

. I Pleose send me lhe folJowing lilles: ----------------· 

I ~~~~1 

I Paymen1 : D CheckorMoneyOrder. D VISA. 0 Maste rCa rd, Exp.D•le _ __ I 
C•rd No. I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I SU BTOTAL __ 

I NAME ---------------------- Please include I 
I ADDRESS ------------------~ 

SJ .00 postage I 
and handling _ __ _ 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
••••••••••••••••••••••• C.ITY - - - .;T;. - z;_ - - T;L •• I.I 
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NEW 
Scope Mounts 

Millett Scope Rings & Bases are crafted in 
heat treated steel with the 
excess mass removed 
for superior structural 
integrity & lighter 
weight. The exclusive 
Interlocking alignment 
guides precisely locate 
the ring halves to provide 
a stronger and cleaner in
stallation with less ring gap. 

Millett Scope Mounts are beautifully styled 
with your choice of Chaparral Engraved rin.g 
tops or standard Black Onyx. Available in 
low, medium & high (rings will also fit 
Leupold , Redfield & Burris bases). _,..,.,,,~ 

s•a · 1i®t 
iii 

The Millett 2-piece sculptured bases are 
available in two types-the FN & 700 series. 
700 SERIES-Fits Remington 700, 721 . 722, 725. Ruger 77 
(round receiver) Weatherby MK V, Vanguard . 1917 (with 
bridge shaped like Rem.). 
FN SERIES-tits FN Mouser & all large ring military 
Mousers shaped to FN contour, Browning Bolt Action 
(FN, Marlin 455, lnterorms MK X and Weatherby (FNJ. 

Black Onyx Rings-per set $26.95 
Chaparral Engraved Rings-per set $39.95 
Scope Mount Bases-per set $20.95 

See your local dealer or send $1. U.S. ($3. toreign) tor 
complete Cata log 

Millett USights 
16131 GOTHARD ST .. HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92647 

(714) 842-5575 

:NDGUNS • RIFLES • SHC 
GUNS • RIFLES • HANDGL 
S • SHOTGUNS • RIFLES • H 

• RIFLES • SHOTGlJ 
IFLES •SH 
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HANDGUN HUNTING 
J. D.JONES 

SUPER GUNS ARE HERE! BIG MAGNUMS 
NOW AVAILABLE FOR BIG GAME HUNTS 

Super guns are here! 
There will be more of them. They are 

generally big, powerful, strong and, right 
now, a little hard to get. 

One is a revolver, one a gas operated semi
auto and the other a beefed up 19ll Colt recoil 
operated auto. 

At this point two of them are .45 caliber 
and the other is a .357. They are selling well 
and more of them are in your future. 

For the purposes of this discussion I'm 
leaving out the custom single shots as they are 
really in a category of their own. 

Let's concentrate on the three now avail
able. They are the Magnum Research Desert 
Eagle .357 Magnum gas operated semi-auto; 
the LAR Grizzly .45 Winchester Magnum 
semi-auto and Freedom Arms .454 Casull 
revolver. 

I've done a bit of shooting with al l of them 
and find the .454 Casull more to my personal 
liking than the others, but that doesn't take 
anything away from the capabilities of the 
others or the fact that you may or may not like 
the .454. 

Let's look at the .454 first. 
It's a revolver made like they should be 

made. Lots of care in the selection of alloys. 
The old tried and true single action is 
updated , and available with fixed , adjustable 
or scope sights. It's a five shooter and hell for 
strong. 

The .454 Casull cartridge is the develop
ment of Dick Casull and is a strengthened and 
lengthened .45 Colt case . It ut ilizes 
.451-452" bullets. Velocities are high , and so 
are pressures. Dick advises me some of the 
recommended loads will run 62 ,000 cups. 
That's more than any other commercial car
tridge I'm aware of. 

Just to tease you a little as this isn't a test 
report, the 7 .5" .454 turned the following on 
my Oehler 33 last Friday. Temperatures were 
65 degrees or so. Primer was the Federal 210 
standard rifle. Bullet was a 257 grain hard 
cast Keith type. Powder was WW 296. Start
ing with a puny load of 33 .0 grains of WW 
296, the velocity was 1678 fps. 34.0 grains 
raised the ante to a respectable 1807 fps that 
was too uqiform to be true showing an 
extreme spread of only IO fps. ,36.0 grains 
clocked 1870 fps with 10 fps variation . My 
top load of39.0 grains showed .2020 fps with 
an extreme spread of 20 fps. In comparison, 
34.0 grains under the 260 Speer showed 1766 
fps and the same charge under the 250 Sierra 
showed 1777 fps . 32.0 grains under the Free
dom 300 grain jacketed SP did 1650 fps. The 
Freedom 260 grain factory load averaged 
1765 fps and their 300 averaged 1521 fps . All 
loads tried were exceptionally uniform. 

That's performance unequalled by any 
other revolver or auto-pistol. Only the single 
shots will match or exceed it. Accuracy is 
good enough to hit what I aimed at. The .454 
is by a quite large margin , the most powerful 
revolver now available. A 7.5" .44 Mag
num, in comparison, will only do about 1450 
fps with the 320 JDJ bullet. 

The .45 Win Mag auto finally puts some 
real power in the hands of the auto-pistol 
fans. 

Ballistically, the 5.5'' barrel will comfort
ably do around 1350 fps with 250 grain bul
lets without straining anything. That's not up 
to what the Auto-Mags did , but it isn't far 
from it either. 

Lighter bullets will up the velocity consid
erably and may be useful for special pur
poses. My sample Grizzly is accurate enough 
for 100 yard shots and reliable. 

The Desert Eagle .357 is big enough to 
handle a .44 Magnum and one is supposed to 
be on the works. It's a big, heavy gun with 
only fixed sights available right now. SSK has 
a scope mount for it. It's a bit rough around 
the edges but made well where it counts. 

It is the only gas operated auto-pistol now 
available. Its bolt resembles an M-16's as does 
its trigger pull. It's a fixed barrel gun and 
quite accurate. The sample gun hits a few 
inches high at 100 yards with most loads, 
although the point of impact wanders a little 
when ammunition is changed. 

It's included as a Super Pistol not because 
of what it is, but because of its potential. This 
one will get a lot of development in a few 
years. 

As it is, it's handicapped by the cartridge it 
shoots. The .357 in this massive gun may just 
have some potential in some of the narrow 
ranges of competition. Velocities are raised 
somewhat over those attainable in revolvers 
as there is no cylinder gap to bleed off pres
sure. Controllability of this gun is excellent. 
Recoil is virtually zip. 

The .454 is a Super Pistol because of its 
construction and sheer power. I like to shoot 
it with any load . The .45 Mag Grizzly makes 
it because of its power in an auto loader. The 
Desert Eagle makes it due to its design and its 
potential. 

They are here and they are the wave of the 
future. 

Sooner or later an auto pistol delivering 
the power of the .454 with the controllability 
of the Desert Eagle will appear. Maybe not in 
my lifetime, but it will happen . 

At this point it appears revolver accuracy 
has reached its peak. They are still only 
100-150 yard hunting guns. They will achieve 
the accuracy of single shots and fixed barrel 
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BULLETS WITH 
BELLS AND WHISTLES? 

NOT AT SIERRA! 
" Bells and whistles" are nothing more than 
gimmicks. And gimmicks may adversely affect 
your accuracy. That's not for Sierra, the Bullet
smiths. For over thirty-five years , Sierra has 
been doing one thing and only one thing -
consistently producing the most accurate bul 
lets money can buy. Bullets that provide that 
extra margin of performance shooters depend 
on, whether on the range or in the field. And we 
do it without gimmicks. There are two things 
you can depend on: One, Sierra will continue to 
produce the most accurate and hard-hitting 
bullets available anywhere. Two, Sierra Bullets 

sierra 
the Bulletsmiths '" 

An American Manufacturer 
10532 S. Pai nter Ave .. Santa Fe Springs. CA 90670 

1-800-223-8799 

auto pistols about the same time it's practical 
to teach ducks tap dancing. 

In the meantime, many of them have 
useful purposes. Larry Kelly used his Stalker 
.44 Magnum loaded with 21.5 grains of 
WW 296 under the 320 grain JDJ cast bullet 
to harvest an elephant wearing 55 pound 
tusks. 

Now that's super shooting against a 
super big game trophy with llllM-
a Super Gun. ~ 

SIGHTS ON TRIVIA 
The Thompson-La Garde Commit

tee issued a report in 1904. The com
mittee was composed of Col. John T. 
Thompson, who would later invent 
the Thompson sub-machine gun , and 
Col. Louis A . LaG arde of the Army 
Medical Corps. 

What did the Thompson-LaGarde 
Committee investi gate , and wha t 
was their findin g? 

will always be easy to find . The next time you see 
your dealer, just ask for the "ugly green box!' 

Now, if you prefer bells and whistles, you'll 
just have to look to the boys who give you plastic 
bullets in plasti c boxes. If you want bullets that 
perform time after time, move up to the winner 
-move up to Sierra! 

Send for our free catalog. Use the coupon. 

r-------------------------, 
Sierra Bullets , Dept. AHG-5 
10532 S Pain ter Ave ., Santa Fe Springs , CA 90670 
Please send your free catalog to : 

Nam e _ ______________ _ 

Address ----------- - ----

City -------- State __ Zip ----

1·m inte rested mainly in bu llets fo r O Rif les o Handguns 

L-------------------------~ 

·uuvap1s 
tf.JD1171w p.Jvpums <J LfJ sv d :J V r;f?· ui 

[[61 w 1/0:J <J lf/ 2u11dopv tfw.J v <J LfJ u1 
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•MODEL H- lLS (shown above) 
Padded Sheepskin with Calf rt . 
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Support . . . . ... $36.95 
•MODE'- H-1 Padded Sheepskin 

without Calf Support .... $32 .95 

added Suede 
out Calf Support . $22.95 

Please Add $3.00 For Shipping & Handling 

Nothing comes close to a Cobra 
133-30 32nd AVEN UE, FL USHING, NEW YORK 11354 (2U) 762-8181 
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Buy One IDBll Book, Get One Free! 

#ABC3 

$1195 

#GD85 

#PSRC 

$1295 

ABC'S OF RELOADING 
3rd Edition 
By Dean A. Grennell 
An all-new book with every1hing from 
discuss ion of th e bas ic bas ics up 
through and includ ing advanced tech
niques and procedures. Topics include 
reloadi ng safety, constru ct ing a loading 
bench, homemade equipment, primers, 
powders, bullets. Plus: the lowdown on 
d ispensing powder, seating bullets, 
bullet casting and lube/s izing; bullet 
swag ing, shotshel l re load ing ; unsafe 
gun/cartridge combinations; J. D. Jones 
Wildcats, and bonded-core bullets. 
Mathematica l tables and equations for 
reloaders, suggested references and 
notes on moving the reloading operation 
to the shooting site. Contains no load 
data, explains instead how to benefit from 
books that do. 288 8 '12'' x 11 " pages. 

1985 GUN DIGEST® 
39th Edition 
Edited by Ken Warner 
Dozens of timely. interesti ng art icles on 
all facets of firearms . Funny guns and 
gear of the Western fa st draw game.John 
M. Browning and his patents. The Uncoils, 
U.S.- made pistols of 1911 pattern . The 
sidehammer ri fle. Middle ground deer 
rifles . The gun that followed the famous 
Webley 455. Old gunsmithing tools . The 
Miquelet lock. Gett ing a grand slam on 
turkeys. Guns and gunfire on TV tube 
and movie screen. Fred Adolph's long
.range single shot 22 centerfire pistol. 
Lightweight mountain rifles . Much more. 
Plus regular departments. The special 
Gundexr,i . new product reviews and 
testfire reports Expanded and revised 
catalog section with the most up-to-date 
prices available. 488 8112'' x 11" pages 
(8 in full colo r) 

POPUlAR SPORTING 
RIFLE CARTRIDGES 

By Clay Harvey 
Provides the hunter/shooter with 
extensive information on most of the 
cartridges introduced during this 
century (with some carryovers from the 
19th) that cannot be obtained from any 
other single source. Combines the hard 
data of a reloading manual with the 
author's interesting and informative 
analysis . Major section~ are devoted to 
the .223 Remington, .243 Winchester, 
6mm Remington, .270 Winchester, .308 
Winchester, the .30-06, .375 H&H , ?mm 
Remington Magnum, many more. 
Covers history and development, 
application, general loading information 
on nearly 50 cartridges . Tabular 
ballistics data are included at the end 
of each chapter. 320 8112'' x 11 " pages . 

HANDLOADER'S DIGEST 

#HD10 

$1295 

10th Edition 
Edited by Ken Warner 
The big book on handloading, wi th 
dozens of "how to" features, covering 
everything from tools and materials to 
techniques and tips. Includes "Notes 
On Today's 22 Bul lets" by Layne 
Simpson, "A Walki ng Around Wildcat 
Rifle" by Hal Hartley, and "Load ing The 
257 Remington Roberts In Its 50th 
Year" by Norman Rowcliff. Must read
ing: "Loading For The 224 Weatherby 
Varmintmaster" by Lonny Weaver and 
"The 444 Formula For Survival" by 
Robert K. Sherwood. Also includes most 
extensive catalog available, listing com
ponents, equipment and accessories for 
re loading rifle, pistol and shotgun 
ammunition. 320 8112'' x 11 " pages. 

Gun Digest Book Of 

MODERN GUN VALUES 
5th Edition 

#MGV5 

$14 95 

By Jack Lewis 
All-new expanded edition covers the 
current values of al l non-mil itary guns 
introduced from 1900-1983. Nearly 
2000 photos and drawings suppl ied -
inc luding data on three hundred new 
guns entered since the last issue. Gives 
complete specs, original manufacturing/ 
importation/d iscontinuation dates, and 
deta iled descriptions of thousands of 
domestic and imported firearm s; hand
guns, rifles , shotguns and commemora
tive alike. Guns are listed alphabeti cally 
by manufacturer within each section for 
easy reference. All values have been 
ful ly updated since the last ed it ion. High
ly accurate, hard-to-get information that 
can help determine the true value of your 
firearms today. 432 8112'' x 11 " pages. 

Gun Digest Book Of 

COMBAT HANDGUNNERY 

# COMB 

$1Q95 

By Jack Lewis & Jack Mitchell 

Complete coverage of all facets of this 
mentally and physically taxing sport: its 
history, the basics of learning to shoot, 
training and exercises for competition , 
shooting techniques, law enforcement 
and FBI training and techniques. Chap
ters on customized autos and accessor
ies, also competition revolvers. Detailed 
descriptions of the top competit ions -
the Bianchi Cup, the Steel Challenge 
and the World Championships - in
c luding diagrams of each event, inter
views with past winners and tips on 
how to shoot each course. A survey of 
top holster designs. The most popular 
factory and reload ammo. Care and 
maintenance. Directory of suppliers . 
288 8 112'' x 11 " pages. 

USE COUPON ON OPPOSITE PAGE TO ORDER NOW! __ ...._ 



Buy One JfJBll Book, Get One Free! 
1985 GUNS 
ILLUSTRATED, 17th Edition 

Edited by Harold Murtz 
N ew featu res on M ag-na-port 
44 Magnum s , Ru ge r R ed 
Labe l double rifle , the MG -
34 Germa n machine guns , 
Browning T-Bolt 22, the Whit
wo rth muzz lelo ade r , much 
mo re. 8 full co lor pa11es , big 
catalog. 328 8 Yz'' x 11 ' pages . 

#GI85 .. .. .. . $12.95 

CARTRIDGES OF THE 
WORLD, 4th Edition 

By Frank C. Barnes 
Completel y up-dated , thi s en
cyclopedic wo rk covers the 
dimensions. performance para
meters. physical characterist
ics for over 1.000 different 
cartridges in one , well -organ
ized book. 384 817" x 11 " pages. 

#COW4 .. .. . . . $12.95 

HOME GUNSMITH ING 
DIGEST, 3rd Edition 

By Tommy L. Bish 
Repair, re storati on , remodel 
ing fo r every gun owner. Metal : 
plating. inlaying, so ldering. 
Wood: gluing. coloring. filling, 
fini s hin g. T ools: choos ing , 
sharpening. care. 25 6 SW' x 
11 " pages . 

1985 GUN DIGEST 
HUNTING ANNUAL 
Edited by Robert S. L. Anderson 
Well-rounded , full y illustrated 
collecti on o f expert hunting 
tips and techniques: using water 
fo wl decoys , wing-shooting, 
hunting exotic game, ri ngneck 
pheasants. Prepa ring deer. By 
Ame rica ' s fine s t shooter/ 
writers . 244 SW' x 11" pages. 

#HA S5 .. .. .. . $10.95 
MILITARY SMALL ARMS 
OF THE 20TH CENTURY 
4th Ed1t1on 
By Ian V Hogg & Joh°n Weeks 
Fully revised co mprehens ive 
illustrated enc yc lopedia of 
small caliber arm s used by 
the wo rld ' s armies today, 
those used in two wo rld wars. 
and those sure to be used in the 
' SO 's. 2S8 S Yz'' x I I " pages. 

#MSA4 .... ... $12.95 
GUNSMITHING : THE 
TRICKS OF THE TRADE 

ByJ B. Wood 
Using ordinary wo rkshop 
tool s . W ood explains how to 
replace and repair broken parts 
without welding: repo int firing 
pins/ auto pistol . strikers: 
ti ghten shotguns/ revolvers: 
more . 256 S W ' x 11 " pages . 

THE COMPLETE SHOOTER 
By Sam Fadala 

Truly the complete book of 
shooting. Whethe r your in
teres t is mild or fi e rce , thi s is 
the one book you must have 
in your shooter ' s book case . 
448 8 Yz'' x 11 " pages. 

#SHOOT ..... $17.95 

FLAYDERMAN 'S GUIDE 
TO ANTIQUE AMERICAN 
FIREARMS And Their Values 
3rd Edition 

By Norm Flayderman 
Co mpletely updated prices & 
spec s with over 3500 models 
and 1450 photos. How to 
identify, value and collect. 
624 SYi' ' x 11 " pages. 

#FLA3 ...... . $18.95 
BOLT ACTION RIFLES 
Revised Edition 

By Frank de Haas 
D efinitive work covering all 
major designs since the Mauser 
of 187 1. Detailed coverage 
of over I I 0 turnbo lt actions 
- how they function . take
down/ as sembly , strengths & 
wea kne ss e s, dimen s io nal 
specs. 448 8 W' x 11 " pages. 

#HG3 . .. . . . . . $10.95 
#TRIX ....... . . $10.95 #BAR .. . . . . .. $13.95 -------------------+-------------------'- -- -- - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -., 

GUN DIGEST BOOK OF GUN DIGEST BOOK OF TWO BOOKS FOR PRICE 
PISTOLSMITHING RIFLESMITHING 

By Jack Mitchell By Jack Mitchell OF ONE! HERE'S HOW! 
Covers smoothing, tuning, Covers locking systems. proven Buy one ol the DB I books shown in this ad and 
timing, joining, metal temper- designs , triggers . safeties , get another DB I book FREE' 
ing. rebam:lling, troubleshoot- barrel rifling/ crowning, bed- (a) Buy any book(s) in thi s ad a t retai l p rice. 
ing, accurizing, installing/al- ding. bolt jewelling. instal- (b) For each book you b uy, yo u may se lec t a 
tering sights_,, making rep face- ling scope mounts and sling second book lrom th is ad of the same price 
men! parts . "-its for a45 auto swivels , metallic rifle sights, or less FRE E' 
rebuilding a junker pistol. 288 stocks and forearms. much (c) Please include $2.00 lor each FR EE book you 
SW ' x 11 " pages . more . 256 SW' x 11 " pages . o rder to he lp us cover postage, ins ura nce, 
#PIST .. . . .. . . . . $10.95 #RIFL . .. . ... . . $10.95 pac ki ng a nd hand ing. 
GUN DIGEST BOOK OF GUN DIGEST BOOK OF (d) This o ffe r is restri c te d to purc hases made 
SHOTGUN GUNSMITH I NG TRAP & SKEET SHOOTING by ma il order fro m this ad o nly 

By Ralph Walker By Ari Blatt A B 
One of the natio n s pre mier Understanding the game. How I'm Buying Retail 

c 
Send These 

FR EE! shotgun speciali s ts explain s to shoot and win. A look at These Price 
the principle s and prac ti ces today's competition shotguns. 
of repairing. individua li zing H ow to improve scores thru 
and accurizing modem scatter- proper tournament prep. Com-
gun s . Muc h here ne ver plete rules fo r American trap 
co ve red before . 25 6 S"I " x & Skeet. Fully illu s trated . 
11 " pages. 2SS SW' x 11 " pages. 

#SHSM .... . . . . $10.95 #SKEE . . ...... $10.95 
GUN DIGEST BOOK OF powder arms. E xplo res the <•~-i:---
GUN CARE, CLEANING art of refini shing , man y ca.rry -1 -\~ 
AND REFINISHING mg cases , theft protec t10n , ~ . 

ByJ. B. Wood ev aluation and in surance . cl. :l·~~~:;i 
Two separate volumes des- Each book contains 160 S Yz' ' 
cribing correct care in detail x 11 " pages . 
-oneonpistols andrevolvers ; ORDER INDIVIDUALLY 
theother, riflesandshotguns. Book I: HANDGUNS 
Covers dry firing , cleaning 
equipment , c hemicals , lubri- #GCH . . .... .. . . . $8.95 
cants. Explains cleaning meth- Book II: LONG GUNS 
ods fo r all guns - even black #GC L ...... . . . . .. $8 .95 

GUN DIGEST BOOK OF PART I: AUTOMATIC PISTOLS 
FIREARMS ASSEMBLY/ #ASS! ....... . .... .... $10.95 
DISASSEMBLY PART II: REVOLVERS 

By J B Wood #ASS2 ... .. .. . .. . . . . . . $10.95 
Field-stripping a nd complete PART Ill : RIMFIRE RIFLES 
takedown and reassemblv o f #ASS 3 .. . .. ... . .. . . .. . $10.95 
20 I po pular firearm s with PART IV: CENTERFIRE RIFLES 
photos and text de sc ribin g #ASS4 .. .. ..... . . . ... . $10.95 
each step. Each book con- PART V: SHOTGUNS 
tain s 288-3 20 8 "1 " x 11 " #ASS5 .. .. .. .. .. ...... $10.95 
pages. PART VI: LAW ENFORCEMENT 
ORDER INDIVIDUALLY WEAPONS #ASS6 . . ... $10.95 

$ 
Book # Book# 

$ 
Book# Book# 

$ 
Book# Book# 
Column "B" Total $. _ ____ _ 
PLUS postage, 
ins ura nce a nd 
ha ndling fee 
($2.00 fo r each 
FR EE boo k) $ _____ _ 

TOTAL ENC LOS ED $ ____ _ 

1~DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. 
ALLOW 4-5 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY. 

DBI BOOKS, INC. Dept F537 
One No rthf ield Plaza, North field , IL 60093 

Address ___________ __ _ 

Cily _______________ _ 

State Zip _____ _ 

U.S. & Canada only. Sorry, no APO's or FPO's 
2 for 1 o ffe r expi res in 60 d ays' Check or mo ne y 
o rd e r mus t accompa ny ord e r. Please do not 
send cash. 



~"" a£1T4e Cl!•--• ........ -.... .-.~-= 
A Debate Forum 

Featuring Experts 

IS PPC PRACTICAL? 
PRO 

H andgun 
training is 

one of those sub
jects that always 
seems to gener
ate a lot of de
bate, especially 
in the police sec
tor. On the one 

''PPC is 
choice for 

still the L t 
the officer 

who must rely on his 
\idearm for his /if·.'' 

CON 
I n the 1930s 

PPC was in
troduced in 
an attempt to 
upgrade law 
enforcement 
weapons train
ing . First 
adopted by the 

vs. 

hand , you have By Fred Romero 
the proponents 

"Ihe tactical failures of 
PJ>C should be glaringly 

.;, US.,. By Evan Marshall FBI' it was 
gradually ab-

of the 'hose and spray' school who will tell you that speed and 
firepower are the desired traits of a qualified shooter. On the other 
side, you have what I call the 'fundamental ists', those individuals who 
believe that good trigger control and sight alignment are the keys to 
success. 

In support of these two divergent philosophies, distinctly separate 
views of police training and shooting have evolved. Each has a 
healthy argument in its favor, usually to the exclusion of the other. 
Throw in the legions of civil ian marksmen , who feel they too have a 
corner on the market, and you begin to understand just how compli
cated - and emotional - this whole debate has become. 

Gamesmanship not withstanding, it would appear that somewhere 
along the way the real reasons for firearms training in law enforce
ment may have become lost in the shuffle. If the purpose of training is 
to instill a thorough knowledge of the fundamentals of marksman
ship, as well as a sense of confidence in one's ability to use that 
knowledge in a time of crises, them perhaps we should be taking a 
closer look at those courses of fire which allow the average shooter a 
chance to learn both. 

For the record , PPC has proven itself to be a mainstay of the law 
enforcement community. For over four decades, many of America's 
police officers have used the PPC course as a basic training aid, a 
challenging refresher, and a job-related shooting sport. More impor
tantly, PPC has been the incentive for many officers who have made 
the transition into other more demanding styles of shooting. 

Unlike some of my other learned colleagues who maintain that all 
handgun courses should be hot and furious from day-one, I believe 
that better, more lasting results are achieved by first establishing a 
firm foundat ion of the basics of marksmanship before venturing off 
into more progressive courses. Too much too soon can sometimes 
ruin incentive. 

In PPC, the course of fire is set up so that a beginning shooter will 
be exposed to a var iety of basic challenges with marksmanship being 
the main factor. As an example: distances vary from 7, 15 , 25 and 50 
yards and four different positions are used in conjunction with 
mandatory weak-hand shooting. Reloading under a timed condition 
is required throughout the course, and aU this is dorie while still 
paying tribute to a target with a six-inch by four-inch IO-ring. 

Granted , some of the more experienced shooters can make it look 
easy, especially up close, but for the majority of shooters who try 
their hand at PPC, the course offers a sufficient balance of marks
manship and difficulty to be of serious benefit. 

16 

In order to fairly evaluate PPC as a training course, the arguments 
Continued 011 page 65 

sorbed by police agencies. That adoption was gradual in some areas. 
Detroit's PD was still qualifying on bullseye targets when I went 
through the police academy in 1969. 

Originally, PPC included rather heavy emphasis on longer ranges. 
Departments that continue to use PPC as part of their training 
programs, however, have all but eliminated any shooting beyond 25 
yards. Why? Well, they like to tell us that shots at ranges longer than 
25 yards are impractical, but the truth of the matter is that few cops 
can qualify with a handgun at 50 yards. 

PPC broadened from basically a training tool to a sport in the 
1960s. Once National Championships became available, sharp com
petitors soon began to take the rules to the limit in order to give them 
a winning edge. Even worse, changes in the rules were lobbied for 
until the officer showing up at these matches with his duty weapon 
had no chance of winning. 

Today, of course, the weapons used by top competitors bear only 
faint resemblance to the weapons carried daily by cops. 

Heavy, bull-barrels with full-length ribs abound, as do trigger 
pulls so light that they probably won't ignite service ammo. Speed 
loaders are used that sacrifice durability for speed. Holsters and 
ammo pouches are designed for rapid removal , and it's a common 
sight to see PPC competitors holding on to both holstered weapon 
and speed loaders as they walk to the firing line. 

The tactical failures of PPC should be glaringly obvious. First, the 
time limits at the various stages are ridiculously long. The seven
yard- line stage is so easy that shooting a perfect score at ths stage is 
not uncommon, and in fact , the X-ring was added to the silhouette 
because so many perfect scores were being fired at this distance. 

Furthermore, the addition of the X-ring has developed the dan
gerous tendency to slow down and shoot the maximum number of 
X's. Such habits, of course, can get us killed on the street. 

Another glaring failure of PPC is that it prepares us to deal only 
with one opponent directly in front of us. Life, of course, is rarely so 
kind . Bad guys can be anywhere, and are rarely alone. PPC pro
grams us to acquire the same tunnel vision that so many of us 
teaching officer survival warn against. 

In fact , PPC competitors routinely wear blinders to avoid any 
distraction from either side. 

The barricade position, at one time, probably possessed some 
training value, but has been so prostituted that it no longer offers any 
usable survival skills. It offers nothing that we can use in the vertical 
cover positions in which we might find ourselves on the street. 

The sitting position also borders on the totally useless. There are 
Co111i11ued 011 page 64 
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HANDGUN LEATHER 
AL PICKLES 

RICK BACHMAN'S OLD WEST HOLSTERS; 
HIDEOUT HOLSTER FOR CAR, HOME, WORK 

Rick M. Bachman of Kalispell , Mont. , is 
probably one of the most as(ute stu

dents of Old West artifacts in the country 
today. 

Here and there you may notice on the 
bulletin boards of gun shops and saddle mak
ing establishments a "Wanted" poster put out 
by Bachman offering to buy any manner of 
old western gear made between 1860 and 
1930. His interests range from saddles and 
tack , to photos, badges, hats, spurs, and of 
course- holsters. 

Actually Bachman is interested in any
thing and everything pertaining to the cow
boy and the thundering hootbeats of the days 
of yesteryear. 

As a result of his studies and his occupa
tional interests in leather crafting, Bachman 
makes and sells some of the most truly 
authentic looking reproductions of Old West 
cowboy holsters available today. 

Unlike some makes of reproduction hol
sters, Bachman handcrafts each holster with 
the same methods and mater ials used to make 
the originals. He does not use modern , oil
tanned harness leather or nylon thread for 
stitching. These items and processes were 
not available when the original items were 
made to house the popular 1873 Colt and 
other handguns of the period. They were 
made, without exceptions, of skirting leather 
and stitched with hand waxed linen thread
and that is exactly how Bachman makes his 
reproductions. 

Yes, the more modern materials and proc
esses do make a better holster, but "better" is 
not a true reproduction. 

In any event, many of the authentic old 
rigs in the Bachman collection are from 50 to 
100 years old and had been used heavily in 
the everyday routine of the cow poke. 

Leather is remarkable stuff. I have men
tioned before that I still possess, and use, 
leather that was purchased second hand over 
33 years ago and it still does the job and looks 
good. With proper care , Bachman 's 
reproductions will last as long as the original 
samples from which he copies. 

It would seem to me that if a gun collector 
wishes to display an old Colt Single Action 
Army or Frontier Six Shooter that was made 
at the turn of the century, he would certainly 
want to include an Old West holster rig in his 
display. Of course it would be nice to have an 
original but, since they are quite hard to find , 
a reproduction from Bachman would quite 
adequately round off the display. 

In this respect, however, I find my on ly 
complaint about Bachman's work. While his 
holsters are an exact copy of the originals, 
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they do have stampings such as "R.M . Bach
man , Maker, KalispelJ, Mont." 

Of course w ithout the stamping an 
unscrupulous individual could pass them off 
as originals and there would be no way even 
an expert could tell the difference. Bachman's 
work is that good. 

Bachman puts out a little $3 catalog show
ing a variety of holsters, belts, spur straps, 
wrist cuffs, saddle scabbards, and other 
superb reproduct ions. He does business as 
Old West Reproductions, 1840 Stag Lane, 
Kalispell , MT 59901. 

HIDEOUT HOLSTER 
Moving out of the past and into the present 

we find that crime and lawlessness has not 
changed alJ that much since the Old West and 
we still need adequate means of self 
protection. 

Business places have always been prime 
targets for criminals because they know 
money, or drugs, or valuable commodities 
are often kept on premises. Whi le many 
police jurisdictions forbid citizens to carry 
concealed handguns on their persons in pub
lic, most do allow a citizen to keep a defen
sive firearm at home or in their place of 
business. 

For those who wish the option of self
defense, the big question has always been 
where and how to keep the gun. Popular 
locations, allowing for the absence of small 
children, have been bedside drawers, closet 
shelves, desk drawers, cupboards, between 
the mattresses, and in the case of our first 
lady - under the pillow. 

Those guns kept in various drawers have 
always presented something of a problem in 
that you have to open the drawer to get to 
them, and if you are sitting behind your desk 
at the bank or clinic and some hood is bran
dishing a knife only a few feet away, then 
opening a drawer might just be your last act. 

I used to solve this problem by screwing an 
old holster underneath my desk top and keep
ing a .45 autoloader there even when I was 
wearing a shoulder rig with a loaded Star PD. 

Anything c~n , and usually does, happen in 
a busy police station. I even kept an _extra gun 
under the dash of my car in the same manner. 

Well , if you want and need to stash a gun 
where it is quick to reach , be you at home, 
office, or car, then you should look at the 
inexpensive attachment rigs offe red by 
Security Holster of PO. Box 75065 , Bir
mingham, AL 35253. 

Their attachment rigs are realJy simple 
consisting of a triangle of leather with three 

Co11ti11ued 011page28 

* * *There are over 40 
Models & Variations of 
RWS Precision Airguns 
- All with Lifetime 
Warranty. 
* * *Plus inexpensive, 
high-quality RWS 
PJillets, and a complete 
selection of accessories. 
* * *Be it plinking 
targets with the family
using our RWS 
Model 6G 
Air Pistol 
loaded with 
RWS Hobby 
Pellets. 
* * *Or sharpen you r 
shooting skills with a 
friend - using the 

; 
• i 

popular RWS Model 45 Magnum 
Air Rifle loaded with the New 
RWS Super H Point Pellet. 
* * *Or responding to the cheers 
of the fans by capturing the Gold 
- with the RWS Model 75 Match 
Air Rifle loaded with RWS 
Meisterkugeln Match Pellets. 
The RWS Model 75 is available in 
4 versions. 
For your copy of our NEW 1985 " Precision Products" Catalog -
send S2 for 1st class , or S1 for 3rd class delivery to: 

~~~ 
Dqnamil Nobel 

DYNAMIT NOBEL OF AMERICA INC. 
105 Stonehurst Court, Northvale, New Jersey 07647 

17 



Collected by Jon Winokur 

The Weaver Stance 
I developed my two-handed shooting stance in 1958 for a Southwest Pistol League 
Match called the Leatherslap. The match was a man on man competition in which 
you had to draw and hit a twelve-\i nch target at a distance of seven yards. Everyone 
shot from the hip in those days, and after a poor performance in the 1957 shoot, 
I began to lool~ for something better. I figured a fairly fast hit was better than a 
lightfling fast miss. I settled on a two-hand hold described below, and it worl~ed 
well enough to enable me to win the Leatherslap in 1959. It tool~ a while to convert 
the other competitors, but eventually everyone began using some version of the 
two-hand stance. 

JACK WEAVrn, Combat Moster 

I stand erect with my l<inees and arms slightly bent, and I bring my head down slightly to the 
sights. I hold the gun hard, pushing forward with the strong hand and pulling bacl"i with the 
weal"i hand. Everyone is a little different, so experiment with the stance to find a version that's 
comfortable for you . 

© Jon Winol~ur 1984 
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The Choice of 
Champions 
The PACT™ Championship Timer TM 

is the finest shooting timer in the 
world. That's why the top shooters 
in the world choose it over other 
shooting timers to train with. 
People like Rob Leatham, Brian 
Enos, Mike Plaxco, Mickey Fowler, and 
Ross Seyfried as well as the U.S. 
Shooting team, who represented us at the 
'84 Olympics. 

WHY DO I NEED A SHOOTING TIMER? 
Whether you are practicing for competition or to 

save your life ; if you are going to improve, you must 
keep track of the two elements of markmanship that 
you are striving to master: accuracy and speed. 

Would you consider practicing without a target? 
Of course not, because without a target you have 
no measure of your accuracy. By the same token , 
if you practice without a timer, you have no accurate 
measurement of your speed. 

The PACT Championship Timer and CHRONO
MOD were designed for the shooter who is serious 
about improving his shooting and will accept no 
less than the best equipment for the job. 

" If you combined every other shooting timer 
on the market into one it would still not con
tain all the features of the PACT Champion
ship Timer. Working with the PACT timer has 
measurably improved my basic shooting 
skills." .. .Brian Enos 

WHAT DOES THE CHAMPIONSHIP TIMER DO? 
In addition to providing you with an in

stant or delayed start signal (the length of delay is 
adjustable) , the Championship Timer records the time 
of each shot fired , " par times" and up to two "stop " 
plates . When you fire , the sound of your pistol trig
gers the unit which will simultaneously display the 
number of the last shot fired , the time since your 
previous shot or " par time ", if you are using one , 
and your total time . 

EASY TO USE 
The Championship Timer is as about as easy to 

use as your pocket calculator. For example , to enter 
a time limit of 1.5 seconds, you would push "limit", 
" 1.5", "set". Want to change it to 2.56? Push 
" limit", " 2.56", "set" .. . it 's that simple. 

GIVE ME AN EXAMPLE: 
Let 's say you fire six shots , reload and fire six 

more shots. Here is an example of what the Timer 
will display: 

... ·1···:: 
;: .:::. ( 

{ 

• You have fired 12 shots 
• Your twelfth shot came .27 seconds after your 
eleventh shot. 
• Your total time was 6.67 seconds 

Now you are curious about how long your reload 
took, so you tell the Timer to " FIND SHOT #7" and 
you see that your reload took you 1.54 seconds. (The 
time between your sixth and seventh shot.) 

-... :; : -· . 

"The PACT Championship Timer adds a 
whole new dimension to practice sessions. 
It 's like having your own shooting coach. I 
recommend it without hesitation." 
.. . Mickey Fowler 

" The PACT Championship Timer is the most 
versatile timer on the market. Not only is it an 
excellent training tool, it 's also extremely 
useful for running matches. I think it's an ex
cellent value for the money." .. . Mike Plaxco 

$49.00 CHRONOGRAPH 
Whether you shoot reloads or factory ammuni

tion , you need to know how fast the ammunition 
you use is going when it leaves your gun. 

By plugging the $49 CHRONO-MODTM into the 
back of your timer, you enable it to double as the 
best portable chronograph on the market. When you 
fire , your Timer will display the shot number and 
velocity of the last shot fired , as well as your cur
rent average velocity. When you finish your string , 
push " review", the Timer will display high veloci
ty, low ve locity and their corresponding shot 
numbers. Push " review " again amJ the Timer will 
display the extreme variation and average deviation . 
In addition , each shot may be reviewed individual
ly . The CHRONO-MOD uses standard Ohler 
skyscreens (not included). 

"The PACT Championship Timer is the only 
timer you will ever need. It provides you with 
a number of important details from a given 
string of fire, while its audible start, bench 

*Patent Pending 

mark and stop signals allow it to time all kinds 
of shooting events from l.P.S.C. to N.R.A. 
" action " shooting. These features combine 
to eliminate human timing error and allow the 
convenience of practicing alone for any con
ceivable match situation. I never go to the 
range without it and neither should 
you." 
... Rob Leatham l.P.S.C. World Champion 

DO IT TODAY 
Ordering a PACT Championship Timer is 
simple! 

BY MAIL: We 'll need to know your name, 
address, and daY1ime phone number. Please 
enclose a personal check, bank check, 
money order or card number and expiration 
date from your Visa or MasterCard . C.O.D. 
orders welcome. 

THE PACT CHAMPIONSHIP TIMER - $329 
THE PACT CHRONO-MOD - $49 

(less skyscreens) 
Shipping & Insurance - $5 UPS Ground, $10 
UPS Air. 40/o charge for Visa or MasterCard. 
Texas residents add 5% sales tax. 

NOTE: Th is $329 pri ce includes the Timer 
with belt clip , battery charger and manual. 
The CH AONO-MOD can be installed, by you . 
on your Timer at anytime and does not have 
to be purchased with your Timer. 

BROCHURE AVAILABLE covering the 
PACT product line . $1. 00 refundable with 
first purchase . 

P.O. Box 35682 
Dallas , Texas 75235 

(214) 521-4835 

PACT, Championship Timer and CHRONO-MOD are Trademarks of Practical Applied Computer Technology, Inc. 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER • MAY I JUNE 1985 19 



Leave it to Crosman to match the 
realism of a Python with the 
backyard fun of an airgun. 

Our new 357 not only looks 
and feels like the real thing, it 
has almost the same weight and 
trigger pull. 

Of course it's a C02 airgun, 
so it costs a lot less to buy and to 
shoot. But perhaps the biggest 
kick of all is how often you 
can use it. 

For target shooting, tin 
can plinking, or just plain fun, 
our .177 cal. pellet 357 gives 
you true 6-shot convenience. 
With authentic single- and 
double-action firing. 

8 
0 

THE 
CROSMAN 

6-.t And it's available in 
your '9 choice of 4", 6", and 
8" barrels- an airgun first. These 
unique break-open barrels and 
six-shot Speed LoadersTM make 
our 35 7 the fastest, easiest
loading airgun 
ever. 

35"'7. Equally impressive 
~ tS is our muzzle veloc

• ity of up to 4 70 fps. 
And it's superaccurate, too; from 
25 feet out, it can put round after 
round into a l" bulls-eye! 

See your Crosman dealer. He 
has the first airgun that could 
pass for a Python. With the 

"kick" of a Crosman. 

#l IN AMERICA.NAIR POWER 

Lb~' Rts. 5 & 20, East Bloomfield, NY 14443 
(716) 657-6161 

Colt and Python are registered trademarks of Coll Industries Operatin~ Corp. 



INSIGHTS INJ'O IPSC 
IPSC target at the 1985 IPSC Nationals. 

.38 SUPER WINS 
Rob Leatham fired a .38 Super Wilson 

Accu-Comp into first place at the Nationals. 
Other .38 Supers took third (Bill Wilson) and 
fifth (Bill Rogers) in the Nationals, and took 
first and second in the Shoot Off (Leatham, 
Brian Enos). 

CAMERON HOPKINS 

IPSC NATIONALS TESTS NEW TARGET, 
NEW LEADER, NEW .38 SUPER PISTOL 

In Conversation With A Champion, 
Leatham discusses the .38 Super in some 
detail , so I won't bore you with reiterating his 
comments. 

The 1984 IPSC National Championships 
saw the first official use on the national 

level of a proposed new target, the Florida 8, 
and yielded the first change of leadership in 
the organization in four years. 

The other big news item is that a .38 Super 
won the Nationals for the first time. 

The new target is the brainchild of Dave 
Churilla , director of the National Range 
Officers Institute. The target features a 
smaller 'A' zone (eight inches in diameter as 
opposed to 10 inches on the Milpark) and a 
greatly expanded 'B' zone. The Florida 8 
target, according to USPSA board member 
Dave Arnold, is "more anatomically 
correct." 

The Florida 8 target forces shooters to 
place their shots more accurately. "We felt 
like some of the scoring areas on the present 
target (Milpark) were kinda large," Arnold 
said. Accordingly, the'!\ zone shrunk, but the 
'B' zone expanded. 

The Florida 8 should meet with the 
approval of those who advocate realism in the 
sport because a 'neck' shot is now worth four 
points instead of the minimal two points on a 
Mil park. 

The Florida 8 is more forgiving of vertical 
dispersement of shots than the Milpark, but 
less forgiving of horizontal dispersement. On 
standard exercise drills, the Florida 8 is defi
nitely tougher. But up-close-and-personal 
'hose' exercises should yield about the same 
scores on either a Florida 8 or a Milpark due 
to the expanded 'B' zone worth four points. 

Bill Wilson , who won the standard exer
cise portion of the Nationals, said he would 
have dropped only two points on a Milpark as 
opposed to the three points he dropped on the 
Florida 8. 

The Florida 8 is currently on a provisional 
trial for a year. If the target receives favorable 
responses -and all indications are that it 
will-then it will be adopted as an offic ial 

But allow me to stress one point Leatham 
mentions-the expense of shooting a .38 
Super. 

Most of the reloading components are 
more expensive than those of the .45 ACP. 
Add to that the reduced barrel life and, for 
that matter, gun life due to the higher pres
sures of the .38 Super, and you'll see that you 
need to own the Chase Manhattan Bank 
before considering a .38 Super for IPSC. 

But if money is no object, then a . 38 Super 
might be for you. Leatham said firing a .38 
Super in IPSC adds roughly 10 percent to his 
overall scores. Considering that Leatham 
won the National Championships by roughly 
five percent, it could be deduced that the .38 
Super provided the winning edge. 

Then again, there are so many intangible 
factors to consider before one can emphat
ically state that Leatham won the Nationals 
because ofa .38 Super. Remember, he won 
the 1983 Nationals and the 1983 World Shoot 
with a .45 ACP. 

When 1t•s Time For A Change ... 
THE S&A Ambidextrous 
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MAGAZINE RELEASE!! 
Finally, an ambidextrous magazine release allowing full 

right- or left-handed control of Colt and other 1911-type .45 
autos. Discover what "lefties" have known for years. The 
trigger finger is quicker than the thumb. Quick, positive 
release with trigger finger, thumb, or both ... whichever is 
fas test for you. 
Used by 1984 US-IPSC WOMAN'S NATIONAL CHAMPION 

JoAnn Hall 

Patent Pending 

• Ideal for IPSC and combat shooting. 
• NRA SHOOTERS ... change magazines 

between stages without grip shift. 
• Installs in minutes. Basic gunsmithing 

skills and tools required. 
• Stainless steel. 
• No"FFL needed. 
• Satisfaction guaranteed! 

$49 95 plus 52 .50 shipping and handling . MO or 
• ' Certified Check only . Texas residents add 

6 1 1~% sales tax ($3 06 ea ) 

Dealer and wholesale contact : 
Freedom Arms Marketing 
4133 West Farm Rd. 
Dept. ST, (8540 South) 
West Jordan, UT 84084. 

Retail sales contact: 
Smith & Alexander 
P.O. Box 835790 Dept. ST 
Richardson, TX 75083. 
214-343-7203 
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THE CLARK 

''lfOWLING PtN5" 

~ \ • 

s· NM 45 barrel - 1 piece 

•John 
Shaw of 
Memphis 
wontheIPSC 
Champion
ship in 1980 & 

Complete 

gun on 

new Colt 

1981 using one of these models. 

James C. Clark Rt 2 Box 22A Dealer inquiries invited. 

WRITE OR CALL 
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Ke1thvll le . Lou isiana 7104 7 
PISTOLS MITH {3 18) 9 25-0836 

...............................................................................• 

BROWNING HI-POWER COMBAT ACCESSORIES 

• 
AMBIDEXTROUS CO MB AT SAFETY 
No.1 rghtor !eh "'ardsate:yopero11onto; tl'e 
H ·Powe• Exclusive ces gr Mll pos IM:ly Lt 

:~fee~o~~a;~;1c~~:at!a•;~ewuc:ab e ~Jii~~a:c: 
(SS c1ed1t 101 your ar1g1nal , unaltered. Brnwmng 
ta1ety) 

EXTENDED SLIDE RELEASE 

~~~~a0~~ 9s1~ahee;1~~~utr~~1~t~Q ir~~c,;I~:~~~ 
s1gnedforthe ll1·Powrr s1molyrep1acesstan· 
darc1 reeac;e 5289~ 0 ix: 

W10E TRIGGER 
Reduces!e1t1r1gqerpull lorbettercontro1 
Exc1us1vedes1qn1stJe1\erthanatr,qgershoe 
w1· no; snag l'Jols!er on dra"' or .nser11on 
Orop·1r ns1a11a1on alsoel1f'rn1atesmaqaz,nr 
:..i 1et~ 532'~000 

PLEASE NOTE .. . 
M prices are for blue par!s. 
stainless finish avadable . please 
write or call for prices and delivery 

Ex tensive combat modifications are available! 
Please send S2 for our complete catalog. 

EXTENDED SAFETY 
Posit ve sa!eiy opera !mn w th no more 
l:..1'b!es qounded corners ehm1na1e snag

i; ~~ 0"1 l'ols:ers or c1o:hmg S.mnle drop-m 
"slalla11oi s329~0oo 

COMBAT MAG. RELEASE 
Sculptured magazine release will not snag or 

:f~~a~!e~cac~~eC~~:1~u~~s1i~;~ t1gr111~;~1~~~~~ 
drdla11dtaooneho1e1insta llationava11atJle1or 
S1 31 '21 ~;ipc 

• TO ORDER • VISA & J I CYLINDER & SLIDE SHOP, INC. 
: ~~"'!r:v~;1;'c!':~e-wi~o~=~r!:.:~~~:~:~~~\j~;~;·;;~~~~oo POST OFFICE BOX 937 
: oroe•s Phor1t10fd•'l!.acccptedtorcn:id.t carC1sony A lu•Cltm;oreu<ndv'i!.UPS FREMONT, NE 68025 
: :~~~~si:;·~~~~5~ ~T ~~v~:nd Hawa~ ple<1-.e ofld Sl ~per 11em Please lur Ph : (402) 721-4277 

• : ...............................................•............................... 
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lf rr~s ®nu §l~up 
CUSTOM COMPETITION HAN DGUNS 

PPC, lSPC, DUTY, TARGET, 
SllHOUEnE, At-10 SPORT 

CUSTOM ' SMI TH PROFILE , 

Short Cylinder P.P.C. Conve11;ion u S Patent 

Douglas 1.10 twist BBL ·~.oar Dia. 6" Long 
Square recess muzzle 
Cylinder is shortened to function with 38 spc. 
H.B.WC. only 

· Reduced Leading 
• No bullet 1ump 
· Reduced 1ec0tl 
X-R1ng Accuracy 
Each gun 1ndiv1dually built 

Fred Schmidt 
Tel: !004) 74&9269 
5004 Signal Hill Rd. 
Mechamcsv1lle. Va. 23111 

• 

And don't fo rget that Jo Anne Hall won the 
Ladies Championship with a .45 ACP over 
second place fi nisher Christie Rogers whose 
.38 Super failed to provide the winning edge. 

SURVEY RESULTS 
I extend sincerest thanks to the 106 individ

uals who took the time to complete the 
American Handgunner Special Survey 
distributed to competito rs at the IPSC 
Nationals. 

To the others who couldn't be bothered 
with the survey, may your guns jam dur ing a 
big match . 

The survey asked 10 questions to gain a 
profil e of an average competito r at the 
Nat ional Championship. Let's meet John Q. 
IPSC: 

SURVEY AVERAGES 
Age: 34.8 
Sex Ratio : 1 female for 
every 6 . 6 males (14 
females, 92 males) 
Amount Spent at Nationals: 
$1 ,236.13 
(entry fee , lost wages , 
expenses) 
Distance Travelled to Com
pete: 1222.4 miles (one way) 
Number of Nationals Shot: 
2.34 Championships 

One question asked the competitors if they 
use their IPSC guns for self-defense pur
poses. O nly 42.5 percent said they use their 
IPSC guns fo r self-defense . 

T he other 57 .5 percent (61 out of 106) said 
they use other guns. Here is a representative 
selection of the guns the majority use fo r self
defense : 

IPSC SHOOTERS' 
DEFENSE GUNS 

unmodified Colt .45s , 
mostly Commanders 
12 gauge shotguns 
three-inch Smith M-65, .357 
Magnum 
four-inch Smith M-29, .44 
Magnum 
Uzi carbine, 9 mm Luger 
Charter Arms, .44 Special 
two-inch Smith M-66, .357 
Magnum 
Colt Agent , .38 Special 

Another question sought to determine the 
preponde ra nce of "mar t ia l a rt is ts" o r 
"gamesmen" as the terms are used in IPSC 
c ircles. The overwhelming majority classi
fied themselves as "gamesmen" with many 
wr iting in "sportsman." 

One individual wrote in , "I want to win , 
not kill." 

MISSING PERSONS 
Severa l to p competito rs - two for mer 

National Champions and a fo rmer World 
Champion-did not attend the 1984 IPSC 
Nationals. In my opinion, only one had a 
valid excuse - he was hunting! 

Ross Seyfried was stal king through the 
bush on the Dark Continent. Seyfried is the 
1981 IPSC World Champion, a title he won, 
ironically, in A frica. 

Mickey Fowle r, 1979 IPSC Nati onal 
Champion, also had good reason to miss the 
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Nationals although not quite as exciting as 
Seyfried's excuse. Fowler was sick. 

John Shaw, 1980 and 1981 National Cham
pion , missed the Nationals because he was 
involved with training a branch of the federal 
government. (He was the trainer, not the 
tra inee.) 

All of these top competitors were missed 
by their feUow competitors. Let's hope they 
will all be back for the 1985 Nationals. 

One other individual missed most of the 
show, although he did pop in for a brief visit 
on the last day of the match . Col. Jeff Cooper, 
the 'Father of Practical Pistol Shooting,' lives 
on a ranch only a hop, skip and a jump away 
from the site of the Nationals and virtually 
every competitor I spoke with asked, "When 
is Colonel Cooper coming?" 

Sadly, his busy schedule permitted only a 
brief visit. Perhaps the good Colonel can 
arrange his sched ul e around the 1985 
Nationals which will again be held in his 
backyard , Phoenix , Ariz . 

NEW LEADERSHIP 
A retired 20-year-veteran police officer is 

the newly elected United States Regional 
Director ofIPSC. Dave Stanford won a hotly 
contested election over his opponent Walt 
Rauch. 

The nation's Sectional Coordinators met in 
execut ive session and elected Stanford. His 
margin of victory was slim, according to one 
of the SCs. 

The press was barred from the meeting by 
outgoing RD Jake Jatras, so I cannot report 
an exact vote total. But Jatras' tabloid , CSR, 
reports Stanford won by 800 votes out of 
40,000 total votes. 

Stanford plans to incorporate IPSC / 
USPSA into a cohesive organization, and it 
appears he has the support of everyone, 
including his former opponent , Walt Rauch. 
Whatever differences the two may have had 
during the election were wiped away after the 
vote. For the good of the sport, all persons 
involved have closed ranks and united . 

Under Stanford's leadership the future of 
IPSC is bright. He nominated a board of 
directors, and they were elected . Stanford 
said his number one priority is "to bring in 
financial accountability and to unite al l the 
factions." 

He's off to a great start already, and soon 
you, the participants in IPSC, will be able to 
see the results. 

SHOOTERS TO BE CLASSED 
By the time you read this, a national classi

fication of IPSC shooters will have been 
worked out by the powers-that-be in IPSC, 
Dave Stanford and the newly elected board of 
directors. 

Stanford said a meeting will be held in 
conjunction with the 1985 SHOT Show and a 
classification system will be adopted. A full 
report about the new classification system 
will appear in the July/August Insights Into 
IPSC column. 

The new classification system will allow 
shooters to compete against others with com
patible skill. Some, if not most, local IPSC 
clubs already have classified their shooters, 
but the problem must be solved on a national 
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DILLION MAKES A GREAT 450 
AN 0 WE MAKE IT FASTER! 
Every time you pull the handle you 
automatically pick up a primer 
and throw a powder charge. 

* 50% increase in speed 
* fits all 450 models 
* can not miss charging a case 
* can not double charge 

Coming Soon * Case Feeder & Indexer 
* Primer Tube Filler 

PISTOLSMITH 
1have 34 years experi e nce repa iring and bu ilding a ll types of sporting 
firearms. Complete fa cili ti es for the type of wo rk that is required. 

Comba t • Pin shoot ing • Target • Silhoue tt e 
COLT FACTORY WARRANTEE SERVICE CENTE R 

HIGH STANDARD SPEC IALIST - ALL MODELS 
SMITH & WESSON DOUBLE ACTION IMPROVEMENTS 

A on e man shop that cares. and a shoote r who knows what the se ri ous 
shoote r wa nt s. All work is guaranteed. 

CAMPBELL H . IRWIN GUNSMITH 
Hartland Blvd .. East Hartland . Con n. 

Te l (203) 653-3901 Zip 06027 

SSK 
MOOSE, MICE & COMPETITION GUNS 

SSK Industries offers exceptional services and products which include 41 
AVENGER conversion kits for the 1911 Colt, Match Grade replacement 
barrels for the 1911 in various calibers, CUSTOM CONTENDER barrels in 
over 75 calibers including the 375 JDJ and 45-70, XP-100 competition and 
hunting conversions, custom T'SOB scope mounts that stay on handguns 
in either shorty or full length vent rib configuration, ARRESTOR muzzle 
brakes, heavy weight bullet molds , SSK SILHOUETTES, incredibly tough 
rubber targets, RECHAMBERING and many other services for discriminating 
handgunners . We want ana appreciate your business. Two stamps for 
information. 

SSK INDUSTRIES 
Route lA, De lla Drive, Bloomin~dole , OH 43910 

A / C 614 -264 -0176 
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GUNSITE 

5DAV 
DEFENSIVE 
COURSE 

basis. Under the current quilt of classifica
tions, a C class shooter in Idaho, for example, 
may be considered an A class shooter in 
Utah , or vice versa. 

And the new classification system will 
allow competitors at the Nationals to com
pete equally against their peers. 

As things stood at the 1984 Nationals, 
about 50 shooters out of 281 had a prayer of 
winning. The rest of us competed for fun and 
experience. 

The 1985 Nationals should offer us all a 
chance at glory in our own class while main
taining the integrity of the National Cham
pion honor which will rightfully go to the 
individual who shoots the highest score, 
regardless of class. 

READER'S QUESTION 
RESPONSE 

Here are a couple of representative 
answers to last issue's question, "What do you 
think of assault courses requiring three or 
more reloads and a good deal of running 
(more than 50 meters)? Do such assault 
courses represent practical shooting, or are 
they a physical endurance test with no prac
tical applications?" 

Armed • Unarmed 
& Defensive Driving 

Your reader question in principle has two 
answers. Those answers are based on per
ceptions of the practical shooting sport itself 
To answer the question on the basis of two 
premises, you need to first ask two questions: 

Coll or write lor more lnlormollon. 

Gunsll•e, Inc. 
INDOOR SHOOTING RANGE 

2458 Boston Post Rd., Guilford, CT 06437 
(203) 453-1570 

(J) ls practical shooting strictly a sport? 
(2) Or is practical shooting less a sport 

and more training? 

TAKE A FRIEND ~ 
With a Pro Timer II as a friend , you will always have a partner 
to practice with . In order to compete in today's competition, 
a consistent , accurate method of timing your prac ti ce is a 
necessit y. The Pro Timer II fills this need by providing shot 
mode with review, stop plate mode and par time mode. It is 
the "State of the Art" in electronic timers. 

Pro Timer II · an Official Timer for the 1984 IPSC Na tionals, 
the 1984 Steel Challenge and the 1984 Canadian Nationals. 

TO ORDER: send $274.95 certified check o r money order. 
Visa or Mastercard accepted. Add $4.00 for sh ipping and 
handling. Illinois residents add 6% sales tax. Contact your 
local dealer . 

Competition Electronics. inc. ~ 
Dept AH , P. 0 Box 239, Roscoe, IL 61073 • (815) 877-3322 ·'----------· 

_Advantage Grip System competition proven 
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by MICKEY FOWLER 
"Th e Advantage Grip System was part of my 
equipment I used to win th e Bia nchi Cup and 
the Steel Challenge. Its screw on weighted 
grip reduces recoif by 17%, all ows quicker 
sig ht picture alignment and speeds up shot to 
shot recovery ." 

N ew improved Advantage Grip System complete with 
checkered wai'nut stocks. $46.00 - Add S3.00 postage and 
handling. California resid en ts add 6 1 ~~% Sales Tax . I ship 
immedia tely Lipan receipt of money order or ce rtified check . 
Allow 2 weeks for all other chec ks to clear Dealer inquiries 
invited . Write for additional information . brochure and 
mathematical calculations to prove the recoil reduction . 

P.O. BOX 828. WHITTIER. CA 90608 (213) 695-4134 

From a psychological and psychopolitical 
standpoint, to allow our sport to be touted as 
tactical handgun training under the guise of 
practicality opens us to the political lower 
cuts of the dark side of the handgun issue and 
unnecessarily endangers the sport itself 

For these reasons, we must obviously 
address your question from a positive answer 
to the first question and a negative answer to 
the second, that is-this is a sport based on 
shooting skills, anll that is all it is. 

To cap a match with an assault stage is to 
logically bring together all skills previously 
used in the match and inject them into a 
single stage. The more interesting aspect of 
the assault is competitor rhythm disruption. 
This is not to say that it is intended by the long 
assault to flabbergast or overwhelm a com
petitor. Nothing is served by turning a series 
of shooting problems into a track meet. The 
assault, however, causes the competitor to 
think out his situation, adjust his equipment 
to match a number of problems, and then to 
present the problems in such a way as to 
cause the competitor to use all his skills, but 
in a new thinking sequence. 

Ben Selman 
Waco, 7X 

Assault courses seek to solve with the 
pistol problems better handled with long 
arms-shotgun, SMC or rifle- if not light 
machineguns and squad tactics . 

Anyone caught in such a situation 
armed only with a handgun would do well 
to get away without engaging, or being 
engaged by, the bad guys. 

The purpose of the pistol is to keep you 
alive, not to kill the enemy. It is a reactive 
defensive instrument . It is rarely th e 
weapon of choice for offensive action. 

Michael 0. Brady 
Minneapolis, MN 

The running, reloading course favors 
the shooter who is equipped in terms of 
physical condition as well as accessories. 

That tends to discriminate against the 
shooter who may be older, or even hand
icapped, or, who doesn 't want, or can't 
afford th e extra magazines , pouches, 
speed loaders, etc. 

Poor boys, and old, and crippled boys 
like to shoot too. 

If the match can't be won with an un
altered model 10, or lightweight Comman
der, then the course is not practical (writ
er's emphasis). 

Hugh Green 
Santo, TX 

READER'S QUESTION 
What is your favorite type of course of fire 

in IPSC? Explain why. 
Assault courses 
Standard exercise drills 
Speed contests 

Send your answers to ' Insights Into IPSC', Suite 
200, 591 Camino de la Reina, San Diego, CA 92108. 
Limit your response lo 250 words. Answers must be 
either typewritten or clearly handwritten. The editor 
reserves the right lo edit published answers for clarity 
or length. 
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PIS101SMITHING 
JOHN G. LAWSON 

THE IMPOSSIBLE IS POSSIBLE WITH COLT 
.45 DUE TO TOLERANCE STACK-UP 

The letter from a reader and an IPSC 
competitor who deals with the .45 Gov't. 

rather rapidly, had an uneasy undertone of 
deep concern: "I learned, recently, of a phe
nomenon that can occur called 'Tolerance 
Stack-up,' producing a discharge AS SOON 
AS THE SAFETY IS RELEASED, WITH
OUT TOUCHING THE TRJGGER OR 
ENGAGING THE GRJP SAFETY. Is this 
possible?" 

"The impossible has occurred to me 
before, the letter went on , "I've had a GM go 
full automatic, a condition which I'd under
stood was impossible due to the 
disconnector." 

These phenomena, the term being used in 
the secondary scientific sense of a rare fact or 
event of unique significance, do occur and 
they are always the end result of poorly fitted 
parts. 

How can this be when the mechanism is 
foolproof? The sad fact is that there are a 
good many more fools than proofs. 

Let's take it from the top. You buy a GM 
pistol, take it to the range and on the first 
string detect a rough trigger pull. You live 
with this for a few boxes of reloads, then you 
take ole slab sides to that pistolsmith you do 
business with over in the next town. You 
explain the problem and he nods and acts 
profound. Two weeks later you have your 
pistol back in your hands with an improved 
letoff. 

WHAT, NO SANTA CLAUS? 
Sorry, Virginia, there is no Santa Claus. 

You paid your pistolsmith for trigger work 
that resulted in a smooth, clean, crisp 'break
ing glass rod' release that is now the envy of 
your shooting buddies. But , you'll have to 
pay again for that nice trigger break accord
ing to the dictates of Physical Laws that 
govern us all . 

In order to achieve a crisp letoff, it is 
necessary to change the dimensions of the 
parts involved to a slight degree; a necessary 
compromise, but adding compromise to 
compromise results in the tolerance buildup 
that puts the weapon in the yellow caution 
zone. Let's talk about that trigger work for a 
moment. 

Right out of the box, the trigger pull is 
usually off the scale at over five pounds. An 
ex,arnination with a magnifying glass shows 
rough surfaces on the hammer hooks and 
sear nose. The usual solution is to stone the 
mating parts either freehand or using a sear 
stoning fixture. Each pistolsmith has his own 
method of reducing pull and eliminating 
creep. They usually consist of stoning the 
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hammer hooks, reducing depth of engage
ment by stoning the points of the hooks and 
stoning a different shape on the sear nose. 

Here, one can find more weird and won
derful shapes than one ever imagined. Faults 
usually condense into three categories: point 
contact, linear contact or radial contact. The 
point contact is at one side or the other of the 
hammer hooks. The other side just hangs out 
of contact. It gives a nice light letoff, but the 
dangers are obvious. The linear contact, as 
performed by one of America's leading 
pistolsmiths, consists of contact on the lead
ing edge of the sear. As soon as the sear 
moves, it slides out of the hammer notch, 
resulting in a beautiful, clean break-and an 
imminent susceptibility to 'hammer follow,' 
especially when the slide is dropped on an 
empty chamber. 

Finally, radial contact, or rounding the 
sear nose, results in a smooth letoff, but an 
insecure hammer stand. All of the evils of 
these contact faults have been discussed ad 
nauseum in standard works on Gunsmithing 
and even recently in Brownell's Newsletter. 

Still, the 'smiths involved feel they know 
better. Each one of the faults delineated can 
be classified as 'partial sear contact' and more 
especially if the hammer hooks have been cut 
down for a nice crisp Ietoff. 

What will happen , gentlemen, if your cus
tomer retrofits a heavier recoil spring to his 
pistol? Let's look up the answer, written 35 
years ago by Roy Dunlap in his book 
Gunsmithing published in 1950. Page 277: 
"The jar of a falling slide will trip a too-slight 
sear engagement. .. " 

And there is the explanation of how the 1911 
can go full auto. And, the explanation for all 
of my trigger jobs having a very slight creep. 
None has ever followed under combat condi
tions during the past two wars. And , none of 
my own collection of combat converted 19ll's 
has failed , although they have all received 
rough treatment from hundreds of students 
who borrowed them during class or range 
sessions. 

Handguns often outlast their owners . 
Some 40 or 50 years down the line, the 
grandson of the original owner may have the 
pistol , but not the alibi sheet. He won't under
stand your motivations . He'll think that 
because the pistol malfunctions, the joker 
who stamped his name on the slide didn't do a 
good job. 

TOLERANCE STACK-UP 
Now, the sticky wicket effect of stacking 

tolerances. If the mating surfaces of the ham-
Conti1111ed 011 page 58 

$9.95 
Solt cover 

$14.95 
Hard cover 

$19.95 Hard. 
autographed 
and numbered 

World champion handgun shooters 
Mickey Fowler and Mike Dalton teach 
you how and when to shoot. Enhance your 
ability to survive. Areas covered: safety 
• marksmanship • tactics • legal • 
women• technique• crime• guns and 
equipment• ammunition • 150 photos. 

• DRY-FIRE KITS 
PRACTICE AT HOME 
IMPROVE YOUR SKILLS 

ISi LOGO PRODUCTS 
Dry Fire Kil ..... . ....... .. . . .... 3.95 
Hat Pins ... . .................... 4.00 
Hats (Baseba ll Type) .... . .. ...... 6.00 
T-Shirts ............. . ... .. .. ... 7.00 
Belt Buckles 

Gun Belt Pl. - 2" .. .. .... . ... .. 12.95 
Dress Belt 1-1 1/4' . ..... .... .. .. 12.95 

ISi Patches ........ .. ....... ..... 2.00 

Add $2.00 per book or $1.00 per item for 
postage and handling on all ISi logo 
products. Money order, Visa , and Master 
Card , (send number and expiration date) 
shipped immediately. Personal checks 
allow 3 weeks for delivery. Ca. residents 
add 6'h% sales tax. 

CLASSES FORMING 
2 day and 5 day courses in se lf-defense or 
competi ti on available . These international 
experts and combat masters wil l teach you to 
fire fast control led shots, with the mental 
conditioni ng to obtain pin-point accuracy, and 
fulfill your personal goals' 

Send $2.00 for complete 8 Page 
Brochure and Information Packet 

to 

,., ........ " .. '""""" ,., 
DEPARTMENT A.H. 

P.O. BOX 5254. MISSION HILLS, CA. 91345 
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A little peace of mind 
from Beretta. 

Peace of mind . When you 've got it, you've 
got everyth ing . And Beretta's lightweight, 
palm-sized semi-automatic handguns are 
pure peace of mind in a sleek, safe, compact 
package. 

Built for accuracy. Dependabi lity. Safety. 
Because they're bui lt by Beretta. Backed by 
450 years of experience and craftsmanship. 

And priced for 
your budget. 

When you r se
curity is at stake 

there 's no sub
stitute for the 
best. Beretta 

compact hand
guns offer 
exclusive 

features, like 
Hie open slide 
design , you 
on ly expect 
to find in 

Beretta's larger 
caliber pistols. 

The .25 caliber model 
20 weighs in at just under 11 

ounces with double action trigger, 
recoil ejection plus an 8 round magazine 
capacity. 

The model 950 series is an easy-to-handle 
8 ounces available in single action , semi
automatic .25 ACP and .22 short. And like the 
Model 20, the 950 handguns feature safe, 
convenient tip up barre ls for direct chamber 
loading without manually working slide. 

For a 
slightly 
bigger 
pistol try 
the feel 
of the 
Model 84 .380 auto. 
Provides double action 
dependabi lity with a 13 
round staggered magazine. 

... 

MODEL84 
.380ACP 

This is the kind of dependable firepower police 
and military personnel specify 
for protection. 

These are just 
three of a broad 
line of Beretta 
handguns that 
include the 
new 92SB 
9mm double 
action semi
automatic with 
a 15 round 

~agazine favored by U.S. law 
enforcement agencies like the Connecticut 
State Police. 

For pure peace of mind nothing matches the 
safety and dependabi lity of Beretta. Nothing. 
For more information call 
Beretta U.S.A. or see 
your nearest dealer. 

~ 

Beretta U.S.A. 



HAND10ADING 
DAN conERMAN 

READER OUT TO MODERNIZE RELOADING 
INDUSTRY THAT LANGUISHES IN PAST 

0 pen discussions with my readers in my 
column are bound to kick up an argu

ment every now and then . 
That's what happened when Luther 

Walker, of Midwest City, Okla ., read 
pistolsmith Gaylord Gorham's comments in 
my column in the November/December 1984 
Handgunner. Gorham referred to loading 
120-grain hard cast bullets ahead of 7. 0 to 9. 0 
grains of SR-4756 in the .38 Super. 

"This lead bullet," he said, "is sized to 
.357" diameter for my particular Colt .38 
Super . . . These charges should not be used 
in any of the older .38 autos, or re-chambered 
Lugers . . . also, don't use .357" diameter 
bullets, because of the smallish bore and 
groove diameters often encountered in these 
older and somewhat questionable guns." 

Note the reference to smallish bores. 
That's what determined Walker to have his 
say. He's owned 27 Pistole 08s (Lugers) , 
bearing dates that range from 1911 to 1942, 
and he says he's slugged the barrels on all of 
them. Reflecting this experience he writes, "I 
have never found a barrel smaller than 
.3575", and most run .358" to .3585". The 
P-38s I slugged ran .358" to .359" ." 

"One thought on bullet diameter in the P-
08. In my collection of German-manufac
tured military cartridges, from 1908 to 1945, 
all bullets have some type of ferrous metal in 
the jackets. It is my opinion that the barrels 
were made with sufficient groove diameter to 
provide acceptable accuracy and safe pres
sures, considering the hardness of jacket 
composition. Hence, a .355" bullet and a 
.3575" minimum groove diameter." 

Now, does anyone care to argue with Mr. 
Walker. If not, there may be cause to dispute 
the words of another reader, a veteran hand
loader, who says revolver cases don't stretch 
and so never have to be trimmed. I'll with
hold my comment on this because it'll be 
much more interesting to wait and see what 
other handloaders have to say. 

ON POWDER SCALES 
Bob Smith, of Summerland, British 

Columbia, was especially interested in our 
comments on the importance of having an 
accurate powder scale (January/February 
1985 Handgunner). He's had a set of check
weights for several years and regularly 
monitors the accuracy of scales owned by 
members of his own gun club. 

So doing, he's found that most scales are off 
.3 to .9-grain at ten grains. Realizing that 
such inaccuracies are common, he keeps a 
close watch on his own scale. 

"Still,'' he writes, "I made mistakes on two 
occasions. With the .38 Special , I loaded 3.8 
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grains and later found that I'd loaded 2.8 
grains. The next week, I did it again, loading 
2.7 instead of3.7 . I'm not the only one in our 
club to have done this, and I've learned that a 
lot of other people in Canada and the United 
States have had the same problem." 

Smith says he uses a magnifying glass 
when he's weighing charges, that he works 
under good light, and that he never allows 
himself to be in a hurry when he's reloading. 

Such precautions, however, do nothing to 
preserve handloaders from the tediousness of 
weighing powder charges. Even with good 
eyesight, the tiny lines on scale beams, which 
are quite narrowly separated from each 
other, evince confusion and invite operator 
error. 

The difficulty is amplified when, as is the 
case with an Ohaus 505 I have, the pointer on 
the five-grain poise has been factory-adjusted 
to point between the lines. Thankfully, and by 
the infinite munificence of that great indus
trial monolith, the errant pointer is set a few 
thousandths of an inch closer to being right 
than wrong, so I've been able to live with it. 

Smith hopes to drag the reloading industry 
a little closer to the 21st century; closer, that 
is, than it now languishes. He has set himself 
upon a campaign of urging RCBS, Lyman, 
Bonanza, et al , to incorporate liquid-crystal 
displays on the powder scales they sell. 

"We find digital readouts on everything 
from ballpoint pens to calculators to wrist 
watches to stereo amplifiers to specialized 
testing equipment," the man writes. 

Why, then, the reasoning persists, can't we 
have a powder scale that offers as much? It 
could happen, provided that there were a 
sufficient number of handloaders willing to 
bear the cost of such a scale. 

MANSTOPPER SNUBBY LOADS 
Dale Honer, of Yucaipa, Calif. , responds 

to our request for good snubby loads. "I'm 
comfortable with 2.8 grains of Bullseye and a 
148-grain wadcutter. I seat the wadcutter 
inverted. This load is light and easy to han
dle, plus it flattens on impact, which makes it 
a safer load because it won't penetrate most 
walls. Yet it is quite effective when it comes to 
shocking power: It. works well in my Colt 
Detective Special, two-inch revolver." 

Honer has provided an excellent tip. I 
know, because over 20 years ago I began 
testing Northridge 147-grain hollow-based 
wadcutters, seated backwards, in the .38 
Special. Expansion , even at relatively low 
velocities, is almost always equal to two 
calibers. 

Texas reader Lannie Dietle suggests dial
Continued 011 page 56 

Attention! 
{(~ ((»M[ ·11 tA\T 

S JH[(()r(0T f.1 I~ .S 
Now you can purchase the 

accessories you need in one 
convenient ;Jlace . We offer: 

K ings Extended Salties 18.50 
Ambidextrous Salties-Swenson 40.00 

Colt 49.95 
Extended Sl ide Release 19.50 
Wilson Shok ·bulf 6.35 
Wilson-Dwy er Group Gripper Govt. 22.95 

Comm . 27.95 
Wolff l 8V2 lb recoil spring 4.50 
MK IV recoil spring 1.50 
Extended Magazine Release 17.50 
M icro ad1ustable sights 31.50 
W1ch1ta ad1ustable sights 49 .95 
Seleq self timer 154.95 
MMC Bar Cross fixed sights 29.00 
Mellett fixed sights 26.00 
Beavertail grip salt ies-Wilson 19.00 

Colt 23.00 
Long Match Triggers 10.40 

3 lightening holes 16.50 
Magaz ines· Col t . blue 18.00 

Devel,Brds 17.95 
Flat Mainspring housing · Colt. eked . 23.00 

Colt . serrat ed 23.00 
Pachmayr 9.95 

Col t Barrell and Busn1 ng sets 49.95 
Colt Commander Hammers 16.50 
Micro Bushing 9.50 
Bianchi ' Askins Avenger " 35.00 
Bianch i "Chapman H i-Ride " 40.95 
Blocker " Secur ity " (tel lon lined) 35.95 
Block0 r " X-16 " 26.95 
Rogers " Idaho Reloader " pouch 6.35 
Rogers E-Z load 6.35 
B1anch1 "clip grip " 19.00 
Blocker "double clip " 21.00 
Rogers PPS Grips 22.95 
Bianchi "L1ghtn1ng " grips 21.00 
Pachmavr "combat " grips 17.50 
Deton ics Extended Recoil 

Spring Guide 28.00 
IPSC Hat Pins 6.75 

We have considerable experience 
in i"~ rform i ng lPSC style modifica
tions Inquire for details . 

We are a Colt's Warranty Repair 
Station and ca rry a wide variety 
of Colt Parts. I~;i.u_i~~ for details. 

We offer a complete money back 
guarantee · · 

Forwa rd Correct remittance in 
cash . check or M.O. along 

with 10% or $2 .50 postage to : 
FREE CATALOG UPON REQUEST! 

8181((0{()JIS1[1 
Sil(Jl~I~IAY 

622 5th 
Belle Fourche, SD 57717 

C.O .D . 's We lcome 
or LalJ 1,;our Visa and Mastercharge 

orders to 
(605) 892-2822 
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ThumbBreakScabbard 
This expertly crafted , highly concealable belt holster is the product 
of years of Desantis research and design . Using the suggestions K 
of hundreds of law-enforcement officers who have had to "---::.;,r-~---
live with just about every type of holster made , the 
Thumb-Break Scabbard allows the weapon to ride 
high, yet securely, and at an angle ideal for fast 
draw capabilities. It 1s available 1n custom 
molded models for most popular 
law-enforcement weapons. 

S'a':.tlS 
GUNHIDE'" 

DeSANTIS HOLSTERS 
GO FIRST CLASS! 

Desantis manufactures a complete line of holsters 
and accessories, creatively designed to fill the 

specific needs of gun enthusiasts and law 
enforcement personnel. Available at your favorite 

Firearms or Sporting Goods Store. Mail $2 for full 
color catalog or request Free black and white 

catalog. Dealer inquiries invited. 

Dept. AH-505 • 149 Denton Avenue· New Hyde Park, NY 11040 • 516-354-8000 
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HANDGUN LEATHER 
Continued from page I 7 

attaching screws, one at each point. Stitched 
to the base leather is another triangle of super 
heavy duty elastic with an open top to form a 
pocket. You could actually buy a dozen for 
the price of a good holster-and attach them 
wherever you want to secure your gun 
unobtrusively. 

The security holsters come in three sizes 
to accommodate almost every handgun save 
those with longer barrels. 

The idea is so simple it certainly cannot be 
a really new one. The next time I see Rick 
Bachman of Old West Reproductions I'll 
have to ask him where and how "Cookie" 
kept his hideout gun in 
the old chuck wagon. 

WHAT'S 
NEW 
Hogue Monogrip Now 

For Reclhawk 
Hogue Combat Grips now offers their 

unsurpassed Monogrip for the Ruger 
Redhawk revolver. 

The Monogrip for the Redhawk , like 
all Ma no grips , carries a full lifetime 
guarantee . 

Having an open back design, the new 
Monogrip is the smallest possible grip 
with finger grooves that will fit on the 
large Redhawk frame. This provides the 
shooter with an extremely comfortable , 
secure grip without being bulky. 

Molded from reinforced nylon, 
Monogrips minimize hand abrasion dur
ing recoil. 

For more information, contact Hogue 
Combat Grips , Dept. AH, P.O . Box 
2038, Atascadero , CA , 93423 , (805) 466-
6266. 

Dealer inquiries are welcome. 

Versatile New Ankle 
Holster 

Strong Holster Co. introduces a new ankle 
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holster, the Ambush Ankle System, that will 
accommodate a wide variety of handguns. 

Any of the fine line of Strong holsters 
suitable for ankle carry can be attached to the 
Ambush Ankle System. Also, other brands 
of holsters will fit the new system. 

Lined with thick , natural lamb's wool 
fleece, the Ambush System is easily adjust
able with velcro calf and ankle straps. It is 
also convertible for right or left hand (ankle?) 
use. 

Available in full-grain tan leather (#927) 
for $24.95 or in natural suede (#927-1) for 
$19.95, the Ambush holster is a real bargain 
for top-quality leather. Furthermore, you 
never have to worry about buying separate 
holsters for your various back-up guns-a 
wide range of holsters snap onto the Ambush 
Ankle System. 

For more information, write Strong Hol
ster Co., Dan Donahue, Dept. AH, 105 
Maplewood Ave., Gloucester, MA 01930, or 
call (617) 281-3300. 

Dealer inquiries are invited. 

New .45 Match Barrels 
Ordnance Improvement announces 

their new Match Grade .45 ACP barrel. 
This barrel delivers superb accuracy from 
its precise rifling. 

Made from Rockwell 35C hard steel, 
the barrel is oversize in the tube and 
undersize in the bushing to allow for a 
tight fit to the individual pistol. 

The barrel fits all Colt Gov' t Model 
pistols and the various clones of this 
famous Browning design. 

The barrel retails for $93.50 from 
Ordnance Improvement , Dept. AH, 
P.O. Box 3356, Northridge, CA, 91323. 

Ambidextrous 
Mag Release 
For Colt Autos 

Right-handers can now enjoy the 
advantage of hitting the mag release on 
Colt Gov't Models with their trigger fin
ger , an advantage which has been re
served for southpaws until now. 

Smith and Alexander proudly an
nounce their patented mag release button 
which will fit all Colt Gov't. Model pistols 
and the various clones. 

The ambidextrous mag release will 
soon be the factory standard button on 
the LAR Grizzly .45 Win Mag pistol. 

Col. Jeff Cooper, the " Father of Prac
tical Shooting," has long maintained that 
the best way to release the magazine from 
Colt pistols is with the trigger finger. 
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However , only lefties have been able to 
realize this advantage of not havi ng to 
shift the firing grip to hit the button. 

Jo Anne Hall used a Smith and Alex
ander ambidextrous mag release to win 
the 1984 IPSC Ladies National Cham
pionship title. 

The mag button retails for $49.95 . 
For more information and dealer 

prices , contact Smith and Alexander , 
Dept. AH , P.O . Box 835790, Richard
son, TX , 75235 , (214) 343-7203. 

Dealer inquiries are welcome. 

Custom Gun Cases 
Now you can display your pet handgun 

in a gorgeous presentation case , and then 
close the case and tote it to the range. 

Targa Presentation Cases offer a 
unique alternative to the traditional ' util
ity' case and the ornate 'display' case. 

Targa 's handmade leather cases are 
both beautiful and functional making 
them the ideal choice for discriminating 
handgunners who want to both exhibit 
their handguns , and use their handguns. 

Made from hand selected , choice 
pieces of leather wrapped around so lid 
wood, the cases will accommodate 
revolvers and semi-autos. 

Targa specializes in leather cases for 
the .45 ACP 1911 Colt models. 

Targa can make a custom case to a 
client 's specifications. 

Leather available for the cases includes 
elk , elephant , Cape buffalo, gazelle and , 
of course , cow hide . 

The cases feature combination locks 
and can be fitted with individual brass 
nameplates. 

The cases come with leather carrying 
straps . 

The .45 auto case measures 21/z'' deep 
by 10" wide by 14" long. The thick leather 
outer covering is %" thick. 

The .45 auto case accommodates any 
Colt auto , eve.n compensated custom 
autos, as well as 29·rounds of ammu_nition 
and a hidden compartment for extra 
magazines and cleaning gear. 

Retail prices start at $275 and go up 
with the exotic leathers like elephant. 

Targa will make any custom case a 
client orders with compartments and 
accessories made to order. 

Each case is numbered with a serial 
number to prove that the cases are indi
vidually handmade. 

For further information about the 
fine Targa Cases, write Targa Presenta
tion Cases , Dept. AH, 2424 San Diego 
Ave. , San Diego , CA 92110. Or call 
(619) 298-0089. 

Rolls Royce Revolver 
Beeman Precision Arms is pleased to 

announce its prestigious line of German
made revolvers, the Korth line. 

Only a few hundred of these fine examples 
of the German gunmaker's art are handmade 
each year. They are nothing short of the best 
revolver made in the world , bar none. 

Korth revolvers feature perfect timing, 
phenomenal triggers and superb accuracy. 
They are a usable work of art. The Korth 
revolver is for the discriminating handgunner 
who wants only the very best. 

Test guns fired 100,000 rounds and showed 
no appreciable wear. 

The Korth is available in .22 LR, .357 
Magnum, .22 LR/.22 Magnum, and .357 
Magnum/9mm. 

The Korth retails for between $1,595 and 
$2,195. 

For further information, write Beeman, 
Dept. AH , 47 Paul Drive, San Rafael, CA, 
94303. 

Custom Snubby L·Frame 
Round Butt 

The Lew Horton Distributing Com
pany's latest offering of a special edition 
handgun is a snubby L-frame Smith and 
Wesson Model 686. 

The first round butt L-frame , the 686 
Compact provides the shooter with "L
frame strength" and round butt conceal
ability. Other features include a 2Y2-inch 
barrel , stainless steel construction , ad
justable rear sight , a red ramp front sight 
and smooth combat grips. 

The 686 Compact comes with a black , 
body hugging , thumb break holster from 
Smith and Wesson available in right or 
left handed configuration. 

The 686 Compact sells for $279.82 
direct from Horton (FFL required .) 
Write to the manufacturer for further de
tails at 175 Boston Road , Southborough, 
MA , 01772. 

Continued 011 page 76 
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W HERE QUALITY IS 
A PERSONAL MATIER 

Micarta 
with elephant 

ivo ry inl ays . 

We are as 
pro ud of 

producing 
the finest 

qua lity 
gri ps as 
yo u are 

of your handguns. Using the finest exotic 
ha rdw oods a nd superior man-made 
ma teria ls, a small ski lled group of craft s
men commit equa l care to every pair of 
Badger grips . From $25 up , fo r those who 
demand the bes t. 

Full-color catalog . 52. refunded on first order. 
10 % Disco1mt to Police Officers , NRA members. 

BADGER GRIPS 
2054 Youngstown Lockport Rd. , 

D ep t. A H , Ransomv il le, NY 14 13 1 

NEW 
Rifle 
Sights 
3/8"Dovetail Rear Mount & Front Sight 
This Millett Sight System features a rear sight 
blade that provides a sharp horizontal 
sighting plane with a deep notch for fast 
sighting. Also precision click adjustments for 
windage and elevation which makes for 
extremely accurate sighting. Available with 
white outline or all-black target rear blades. 

The front sight 
in either white or 

blaze orange, makes 
for highly visible and 

super accurate sighting, 
that maintains best possible 

contrast against the background. Front 
sight available in heights from .343 to .540 to 

fit your rifle make and model. 
Also a vai lable is the (optional) Ru ger 10122 Inter

changeable Front Combo with both the blaze 
orange and white bar front sight. This Combo will fit 

the Winchester 77, the 94 Carbine. Re mington 
740-760 & 700 (old model doveta il rear) and other 
makes and models w ith a 318 " d ovetail rear sight 

mount, with a .500 high front sight. 
Frontslghtonly ................... $10.49 
Rear Sight only . ................... $47.29 
Ruger10l22Combo ................ $56.69 

(front sight choice of Blaze orange or white bar) 
Ruger10l22 
"Interchangeable Fronf' Combo .... $77.69 
(Incl. both b laze orange and wh ite bar front sig hts) 

See your local dealer or send 
$1 U.S. ($3 foreign) for complete Catalog 

MillettUSights 
16131 GOTHARD ST.. HUNTINGTON BEACH . C A 9 2647 

(714) 842·5575 
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511UETAS 
PHILIP C. BRIGGS 

1984 IHMSA INTERNATIONALS: A NEW 
PERMANENT RANGE HERALDS NEW ERA 

The IHMSA 1984 Inte rnationals , the 
eighth for the organization, was the fi rst 

to be held at the new permanent range in 
Idaho Falls, Idaho. Fittingly fo r an inaugural , 
the attendance set a new record . And , as an 
indication that the sport and the organization 
are maturing, the winning guns and scores 
followed trends established in the past years. 

The Internationals have, in years past, 
been held in various locations about the 
country, as the organization strove to give all 
of its members an opportunity to participate 
without traveling great distances. But as the 
event grew in size, the concept became less 
and less viable as the effort involved reached 
daunt ing proportions fo r volunteers and local 
clubs. The fa ilure of the approach occurred 
in 1982 when the hosts of the event in Fort
viLle, Ind., totally underestimated the task at 
hand and weren't ready when competitors 
began arriving. Fortunately the early arriv
als were able to dig in and finish the range in 
time and through everyone's extra efforts the 
match went on - but the lesson was learned . 
The sport had grownup and it was time to 
make some changes. 

The seed for the permanent range was 
formed then and this summer it had grown to 
full flower. No easy task , creating a 100 acre, 
20 bank shooting fac ility but by the effort of a 
lot of people, principally IHMSA President 
Elgin Gates and the Idaho Falls club mem
bers, the range was done in time. And from 
all reports it's quite a site. 

The range is located in a natural amphi
theater, a bowl formed by one of a series of 
giant sand dunes that lie along the banks of an 
ancient river, the prehistoric predecessor to 
the.current Snake. Set down on loamier soils, 
the dunes are sur rounded by farm land and as 
Idaho Falls isn't a large city, this dune is but 
three and one-half miles from IHMSA's 
headquarters. 

Twenty banks of targets, set side-by-side 
take up a lot of space, as those of you who 
were at Black Canyon in 1983 know. To fit the 
firing line into the bowl the banks were over
lapped somewhat, but it's still over 900 feet 
long and paved. with a concrete slab and 
covered for it's entire length . Ther~'s park 
benches and shade trees spaced out along 
behind the fi ring line for spectators and 
cheering sections. 

To make sure that no errant bullet could 
clear the top of the dune and settle down in 
some farmyard, the fir ing points sport baffles 
to deflect buLlets accidentally fired at too high 
an angle back down into the ground in front 
of the guilty shooter. 

Behind the firing line lies another covered 

slab, this one about half as long as the line and 
intended for displays by the manufacturers 
that attend the Internationals. 

Behind that are 20 acres of parking and 
can1ping area. 

There's a stat house to be sure, but this one 
is three stories tall and located in the middle 
and behind the raised fir ing line. Two stories 
high on the firing line side , the stat house 
contains space for the computerized stat 
operation as weLI as concessions, meeting 
rooms, offices, restrooms, and range control. 
All and all , an impressive installation. 

Attendance was up again this year, with 
over 1600 entries from al l over the US and 
Canada. Idaho Falls isn't what you would call 
centrally located in the US, but it is in the 
midst of some of the Rocky Mountain west's 

CLASS WINNERS 
1984 IHMSA Internationals 

CLASS SHOOTER STATE PISTOL 

PRODUCTION 

P-INT Peter Ruggles CA TC7 
P-AAA Greg Bartlett UT TC7 
P-AA Walter F. Ram, Jr AZ. TC7 
P-A Jane M. Fl int UT TC357 
P-B Virginia Phillips GA TC7 
P-C Craig Owen ID TC7 

REVOLVER 

A-INT Lon Pennington co DW357sm 
A-AAA David Logosz ND DW44 
A-AA Gary Sant ID DW357sm 
A-A Joe Kilbourn, Jr. co 44mag 
R-B Marilyn Miller KY DW357sm 
R-C Ralph G. Gentile Ml DW357sm 

STANDING 

S-INT Robert Wilke MT TC7 
S-AAA Bill Ladd CA TC7 
S-AA Craig Kirchhoff NE TC30-30 
S-A Michael Holt KS TC7 
S-B Dan Lindley UT R-44 

UNLIMITED 

U-tNT Lon Pennington co XP7mm 
U-AAA Robert Rousseau NV X71NT 
U-AA David Meserve WY TC30-30 
U-A Paul DeFrancesco UT TC7 
U-B Marilyn Miller KY XP71NT 
U·C Ron Christensen ID TC357sm 

SCORE 

80 
77 
71 
56 
44 
35 

79 
77 
67 
58 
47 
21 

61 
56 
48 
42 
21 

80 
80 
75 
66 
59 
47 

most spectacular scenery - and the match 
was scheduled to allow summer vacation 
stopovers. 

Overall , scores were down some from last 
year, but the winning scores in the higher 
classes were about the same. Lon Pennington 
won Revolver International last year with an 
80 (!) , and repeated the feat this year with a 
79 (damn turkey); Lon used a Dan Wesson 
.357 Super Mag both years. 

Both Production and Unlimited Interna
tional were won with 80's - but there were 
fewer of them in the classes. Lon, by the way, 
not only stood everyone on their ear with a 
repeat win in Rev-Int, he also carne out on top 
in Un-Int! 

Co111i11ued 011 page 59 
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WILSON 

COMBAT 
WllEEL&UN 

By Seth R. Nadel 

M ention Bill Wil son and the Wilson Gun 
Shop, and most shooters' memory 

banks bring up images of top-of-the-line, 
compensated semi-autos in the hands of IPSC 
and pin shooting champions. 

This is an image due fo r an addition. 

· 1'ES1' llEPORJ' 

The Wilson PPC (see Gun Giveaway) accommodates speed loaders easily. 

Wilson has started prcx:luction of a top-of-the
line PPC style revolver, one that is fully 
capable of winning any PPC match in the 
country. 

PPC shooting is a far cry from IPSC, 
where Wilson's work is renowned for excel-

lence. Speed and mcx:lerate accuracy are the 
requirements of most IPSC matches since the 
maximum scoring ring is a generous 8 inches 
on the smallest of targets, the Florida 8. In 
PPC, the IO-ring is only a 4 inch by 6 inch 
oval, and most matches are decided by hits in 
the X-ring, a mere 2 inches by 3 inches. 

To put this in real terms, pin a 3x5 card to a 
wall, and take 50 large paces away. A proper 
PPC gun must place all of its shots inside this 
tiny X-ring from 7, 25, and 50 yards. 

The Wilson Combat PPC is more than 
capable of such precise accuracy. 

When I first received the Wilson revolver 
to test, I was impressed by the balance of the 
piece and its no-nonsense finish. Equipped 
with a barrel underlug which tapers from a 
thin front to a heavy rear, the balance is much 
closer to the hand than on most PPC 
revolvers, which are muzzle heavy. 

I wasn't quite sure at first how well the 
Wilson Combat PPC would compare with 
my usual PPC gun , which is very muzzle 
heavy, with an extra wide underlug. The 
Wilson Combat PPC felt more like an IPSC 
auto than a PPC revolver in terms of balance. 

The finish is a non-glare, bead blasted 
black oxide finish everywhere except the 
hammer. The spur of the hammer has been 
removed and polished bright. 

I am pleased with this oxide type of finish, 
as my teammates spend too much time after a 

The author, a top PPC shooter, was impressed by the balance of Wilson PPC. Co11ti1111ed 011 page 69 
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IT'S BACK! 

CATTLE BARON 
LEATHER CO., Now 

Thr Original 
Dirty Harry® 
Shoulder Holster 

For ALL 
HANDGUNS 

Marauder 
Black Model 
w/ Black 

Holds The Rights to this Suede Lining 
WORLD CLASS HOLSTER 

Worn br a/tooter• In over a 1 Countrle•I 

• HOLSTER & HARNESS made En tire ly O f TO P
GRA IN LEATHER NO ELA STI C - NO Spli t 
Co wh ide is Used NO STRAPS VIS IBLE 
ACROSS CHEST 

•H OLSTER Is Mad e From EXTRA HEAVY. 
HAND SELEC TED TE XAS SA DDL E LEATHER 

•H OLSTER Is Lined Wi th GE N UINE SUEDE 

•This Is "FHE ORIGINAL-Recommended As 
The 'Best' By More Gun Writers Than Any Other 
Holster in The World 
•PRICES: 6-1 / 2'" barrels or under $84.95 

7-1 / 2", 8" or 8-3/ 8" barrels $94.95 

Literature $2.00. Please add 5% to total of order for 
shipping and insurance. (Left-hand Models- NO EX· 
TRA CHARGE) DEALERS-send $2.00 and F.F.L. 
Credit Card Orders (512) 697-8900. 

Send check M.0 . VISA or M.C. to: 
CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 

P.O. Box 100724 Dept. AH-5, San Antonio TX 78201 

BEWARE OF CHEAP IMITATIONS 

Fireworks of all kinds . Make your cele 
bration A BLAST I Largest selection of 
Class C Firework s in Ameri ca. M-60s. 
Power Rockets. Firecrackers. Color 
Sparklers. Thousands of other special
ties . Void where prohibited . 
Enclosed is $1 00 for 24·page lul l-color 
cata log . (Refu nded on first order .) 

-------------• Pl ease send Giant Co lor Catalog Kit. I I 
I enc lose $1 .00. I 
I Name _ ____ _ -- 1 
I Address __ I 
I City _ _ __ State Zip _ I 
I Blue Angel Fireworks I 
I P 0 Box 26 AH-55 I 
I Columbiana. OH 44408 I 

Call Toll Free 800·321 ·9071 

I I --------------

CONVERSATION 
WITHA 

CHAMPION 
By Jon Winokur 

On the eve of the 1984 IPSC National Cham
pionships, 1 questioned defending IPSC 
World and National Champ Rob Leatham 
about the IPSC program and about practical 
shooting in general: 

JW: Do you do anything differently to pre
pare for the Nationals as opposed to other 
matches? 
RL: The major difference is the gun I'll be 
using. In matches like the Steel Challenge or 
the Bianchi Cup, the power factor is negligi
ble, but at the Nationals it's significant. In an 
effort to compromise between power and 
recoil reduction, I'm shooting a .38 Super 
this year. I've spent a lot of time working up 
different loads to find out which ones are the 
most accurate and kick the least. So most of 
my practice is tied up in that aspect as 
opposed to specialized work on particular 
courses of fire. 
JW: Have you come up with a load yet? 
RL: We've come up with several . The .38 
Super is a very forgiving cartridge if you 
obey what I called the "Three Command
ments for .38 Super": use light springs in the 
gun , heavy bullets, and slow-burning 
powder. The classic .45 ACP powders like 
Bullseye and Winchester 231 don't seem to 
perform well in .38 Super, so we've used 
Dupont 800X, with excelJent results. We use 
a 158 grain bullet as opposed to 130 or 124 that 
most people shoot in .38 Auto or 9mm. 
JW: What about the gun itself? 
RL: The Bill Wilson .38 Super Accu-Comp 
I shoot is a relatively simple gun. It weighs 
about four ounces more than my .45 , but I'm 
working on making it lighter. It's an inch 
longer, which reduces recoil considerably. I 
would guess it gives me 20 to 30 percent less 
muzzle lift than a .45. The gun cycles very 
fast and doesn't twist in the hand nearly as 
much as the .45. 
JW: Do you think the .38 Super is the "wave 
of the future" for practical shooting. 
RL: It has advantages in some areas, but I 
don't think it will ever gain the popularity of 
the .45. It's something for those ofus who like 
to tinker. And it has some disadvantages - it's 
very loud for one thing. And the brass is 
scarce and expensive; there's no cheap mili-

tary brass available in .38 Super. The guns 
themselves aren't quite as reliable as the .45's. 
JW: Who do you expect to see in the top ten 
at this year's Nationals? 
RL: Based on past performances, the people 
that immediately come to mind are Brian 
[Enos], Mickey [Fowler], Mike [Dalton], 
Bill Wilson, former National Champs Mike 
Plaxco, John Shaw, and Ross Seyfried. And 
Hi have to include Tommy Campbell, John 
Sayle, Chip McCormack, and several others. 
Nick Pruitt has been in top form lately. Rick 
Castel ow is rising star, and if he can put it all 
together I don't think anyone can beat him. 
[Editor's note: Unfortunately, Seyfried, 
Shaw, Fowler, Pruitt and McCormack were 
unable to attend the National Champion
ships. However, the other top shooters 
Leatham predicted to make the top ten all 
fared well in the match, but not necessarily in 
the top ten.] 

JW: Does luck enter into it? 
RL: Basically, I think you create your own 
luck, but luck can affect your ability to per
form on a given day. One day you'll shoot 
better than on another day - you might be 10 
percent sharper and attribute it to luck. But 
luck isn't really the right word. I prefer to 
think of it in terms of what you can get away 
with . 
JW: What determines what you can get away 
with? 
RL: Preparation. You can train yourself to 
perform at or near your upper limits most of 
the time. I like to think that anything I can do 
once, I can do again and again. Ifl can do an 
El Presidente in four seconds once, I've 
proven to myself that I'm capable of doing it 
and I should be able to do it in four seconds on 
demand. But I'm not that good. When you're 
running on the edge, there are too many 
things that can jump up and bite you. 

When everything's right you can do some 
pretty amazing stuff. We don't create the cor
rect situation often enough; we don't allow 
ourselves to give our best performance. I 
know I have a tendency to create an 
unfavorable situation when I go to the line. 
JW: Are you referring to pressure? 
RL: Pressure doesn't exist except in your 
mind . You control whether it affects you . You 
shouldn't feel any differently in a match than 
you feel in practice. Pressure is self
imposed . It's not out there, it's something you 
bring with you . 
JW: How do you get rid of it? 
RL: Leave it somewhere else. The more 
match experience you have, the more times 
you feel the adrenalin rush , the easier it 
becomes to relax . But don't get me wrong; to 
a degree, the match tension makes you 
sharper, so you don't want to eliminate it 
completely. I'm convinced you need it to 
achieve your ultimate performance. It gives 
you a boost. Call it being "up" if you want. 
JW: Aside from wringing out the gun and 
developing loads, what else are you doing to 
prepare for the National Championship? 
RL: Well, of course, you can't set anything up 
because it's a semi-surprise match. All you 
can do is practice the basic shooting tech-

Co11ti1111ed 011 page 61 
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COMBAT SHOOTING 
Continued from page I 0 

nificantly to past TV and print media cover
age uf the event and I'm sure they will 
continue in that vein. Of equal significance is 
the record-level industry participation and 
the growing dialogue between manufacturers 
and consumers, both of which the NRA is in 
a position to foster," Nichols said. 

Stressing Bianchi International's continued 
involvement with the event, Nichols added, 
"We, as tournament founders, will remain 
active during the transition and in the future 
operation of the Bianchi Cup tournament." 

The event will operate under a license 
from the non-profit Bianchi Cup Interna
tional Pistol Tournament foundation and with 
the title, "The National Rifle Association's 
Bianchi Cup National Action Shooting Pistol 
Championships." 

NRA and Bianchi staff have already begun 
planning for the seventh annual Bianchi Cup 
event, scheduled for May 22-25 at the Ray 
Chapman Academy of Practical Shooting in 
Columbia, MO, and have announced the fol
lowing changes in the shooting program: 

The NRA Action Shooting Committee, 
in order to make the Bianchi Cup program 
more challenging, decided to designate one 
of the four events that constitute the Bianchi 
Cup championship aggregate as a "rotating 
match" that will change each year. 

Therefore, in addition to the three perma
nent matches (the Barricade Event, the Mov
ing Target (Modified) Event and the Falling 
Plate Event) the fourth match (previously the 
Practical Event) will change from year to 
year. 

The "rotating match" selected for each 
Bianchi Cup championship aggregate will be 
selected from any of the NRA-approved 
courses listed in the most current NRA 
Action Pistol Rule Book. 

The 1985 Bianchi Cup national champion
ship aggregate will consist of l) the Barricade 
Event , 2) the Moving Target (Modified) 
Event , 3) the Falling Plate Event and 4) the 
International Rapid Fire Modified Event 
(twice over the course for a total of60 shots). 

Therefore, the championship aggregate 
will be increased from 1920 points possible to 
2040 points possible. 

The following course changes will be 
affected: 
BARRICADE EVENT: Time limits for the 

Barricade Event will be reduced by one 
second per stage for all stages of fire. 

MOVING TARGET EVENTS: The number 
of shots fired at the 15 and 25 yard lines will 
be changed . 

FALLING PLATE EVENT: Competitors 
who "clean" the Falling Plate Event will 
have a maximum sco re of 480-48X 
attributed to their national championship 
aggregate score. Subsequent felled plates 
will count toward match results and 
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national records ONLY, not toward the 
overall championship. 

Ammunition Rule: There has also been 
a change in Rule 3.17, Ammunition, and all 
ammunition fired in a tournament, including 
the NRA Bianchi Cup National Action 
Shooting Pistol Championship, must meet or 
exceed the power floor as described when 
checked by chronograph using the formula: 
bullet weight x muzzle velocity = not less 
than 120,000. 

All of these changes will appear in the new 
NRA Action Pistol Rule Book. NRA and 
Bianchi staff hope these rule changes will 
present a new challenge to competitors at the 
championships. 

For additional information about the 
championships, or details on the NRA Action 
Shooting Program, contact Mr. James 
Davis, NRA Competitions Division, 1600 
Rhode Island Ave., N. W., Washington. 
D.C. 20036, or phone lllllM-
(202) 828-6168. ~ 

DON JUDD 45 ACCURACY JOBS 
DONALD K. JUDD. INC. 

TARGET /COMBAT PISTOLSMITHING THE 45 ACP 

GUARANTEED ACCURACY AND PERFORMANCE 
COLT ... S&W ..• RUGER 

LONG SASE FOR DESCRIPTIVE PRICE LIST 

P.O. BOX 50366 
MIDLAND. TEXAS 79710 

915-694-1766 
NRA LIFE MEMBER 

MARKSl\tAN'S 
CHOICE 

# 
7 Reasons 
Why It's the 
Marksman's 
Choice: 1 

I. Dissolves and re
moves loose powder 
fouling , lead fouling. 
and copper fouling . 
2. Dissolves and :... ·• 
removes plastic wad !::: .. • 
fouling . ).., ~ 1: 
3. Lifts and removes ~ !: 
carbon deposits and " ;. 
~. ~ 
4 . Minimizes new -:-
fouling . ,.: ~ 
5. Used regularly. ~: ~~-,_,.,..-. ., 
reduc~s the 

2
need tor :: ~"':..-~::=: 11 

~- 1~R~r~~ -all these -. ~--==-=f-·~fgj 
tasks IN ONE STEP! 
7 . And used regular
ly. CAN RESULT IN 
TIGHTER GROUPS! 
See your retailer 
or order direct . 
•Tested and proven by 
champton sh.oaten; and 
magaztnes like Amer
ican R1Jleman. Guns .t 
Ammo. and R1lle. 
lWe do recommend 

fu'~~~:'w~;1~1~o~~ 
yowliiearm. 

Straight-Shootin' Gun Care! 
MARKSMAN'S, INC. 
PO Box 598, Dept. AH-s 

Chesterland, OH 44026 
(216) 729-9392 
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Brian Enos (Leh) and Rob Leatham squared off in 
the Men's Shoot-Off final bout which Leatham won. 
They tied for the single fastest run, 3.33 seconds. 

4IP_ 



NATI 
THE YEAR OF THE .38 SUPER 

By Cameron Hopkins 

Photos by Ny le Leatham 

, 
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'84 
NATIONALS 

R ob Leatham , IPSC World 
Champion, won the 1984 

IPSC United States National Cham
pionship firing a .38 Super. In Leatham's 
skilled hands , his Wilson Accu-Comp in 
.38 Super blasted its way into IPSC his
tory by becoming the first .38 Super to 
win the national crown. 

Leatham's legacy continued as he has now 
captured back-to-back national titles 
(1983-1984) and the World Championship in 
1983. Leatham is the only person ever to hold 
the World Championship and win back-to
back national titles. 

But Leatham shared the champion's spot
light with the 1984 Ladies Champion , Jo 
Anne Hall of Dallas, Texas. 

A former Dallas Cowboy Cheerleader, Jo 
Anne proved that a 'dark horse' can win a 
national title. With barely one year of experi
ence in IPSC competition, Jo Anne bested a 
field of veteran IPSC Ladies competitors 
with her ported Clark Bowling Pin Model in 
.45 ACP. 

Jo Anne's winning performance seemed to Rob Leatham ignored the briefcase, and ;ust fired with one hand. 

Mike Plaxco, 1982 Champion, 
trouble with the briefcase. 

tickle the men's runner-up, Mike Plaxco, 
more than his own second place finish . "I'm 
two for two now," beamed Plaxco with his 
characteristic warm smile. Plaxco referred to 
the fact that he trained the 1983 IPSC Ladies 
Champion, Lee Cole, and the 1984 Cham
pion, Jo Anne Hall. 

The national championship match, held at 
the spacious and beautiful Black Canyon 
Shooting Range in Phoenix, Ariz., attracted 
281 competitors of whom 31 were women. 
Representatives from Canada , France, 
Belgium and the Republic of South Africa 
also attended. 

The lion's share of the shooters fired .45 
ACP autos, but 14 mavericks tried the .38 
Super and three lone wolves fired revolvers. 

All the competitors used iron sights except 
Jerry Usher of California who used a 'Game
point' (Airnpoint). The pros and cons of an 
Airnpoint in IPSC could not be judged from 
Usher's performance as he suffered gun prob
lems (try clearing a stove-pipe with an Airn
point mounted above the ejection port! ). 

THE COURSE OF FIRE 
The match consisted of six courses of fire : 

Ladies Champ Jo Anne Hall was 
the only gal to place in top 100. 

Brian Enos tackles The Wall. Note the lack of muzzle flip (center) from the Wilson Accu-Comp in .38 Super. 
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a standard exercise, three speed events and 
two assault courses. The scoring of the match 
was based on the Match Factor system. This 
is a complicated scoring system, but suffice it 
to say that the more rounds fired on any given 
course, the greater the course counted in the 
final scoring. 

The standard exercise consisted of a modi
fie d ve r s ion o f the bull seye event , 
International Rapid Fire. The times were 
identical as those in the bullseye game, but 
the distances varied. Five of the new Florida 
8 targets (see the Insights Into IPSC column 
for a description of this new target) faced the 
shooter at 25 and 30 yards. Fired in strings of 
five shots, one per target, the shooter had 
eight seconds from 30 yards, and then eight, 
six and four seconds from 25 yards to fire fi ve 
rounds. 

Each string of fi re was repeated once for a 
total of 40 rounds and 200 points. The winner 
of this stage, which carried the most weight 
in the match, was Bill Wilson. Wilson fired 
one of his Wilson Accu-Comps in .38 Super, 
and displayed phenomenal marksmanship. 
He dropped only three points for a 197 out of 
a possible 200. He fired the eight and six 
second strings from the prone position, and 
the four second string from the standing posi
tion. Shooters began each string standing, 
gun holstered , so Wilson had to drop to prone 
and fi re five rounds within the time limits. 

One of the speed shoots, dubbed Coffee 
House Hassle , offered the shooter nine no
shoot targets and only six 'shoot' targets scat
tered randomly among tables and chairs in a 
cafe facsimile. This stage was deceptive- it 
looked so easy, but proved to be the undoing 
of a number of competitors. For instance, 
John Dixon of Houston, Texas , was cruising 
in fi rst place after three stages of the match 
until the Coffee House Hassle . He nailed 
three 'no-shoots' and dropped a couple of 
shots which caused him to plummet from first 
to 14th. 

The range officials reported at one point 
that out of 18 shooters there were 26 hits on 
'no-shoot' targets. Rob Leatham won the 
Coffee House Hassle stage. 

The next speed stage, The Wall , featured a 
wall with four narrow, vertical openings 
through which eight targets were visible, two 
per opening. The openings were a mere 18 
inches apart , but shooters nonetheless had to 
more laterally from opening to opening to 
engage the targets. This was the only course 
of fi re, besides the standards, in which there 
were not any 'no-shoots.' John Dixon won this 
stage. 

Several competitors voiced complaints 
about The Wall because the course design 
demanded certain equipment, Devel eight 
round magazines, in order to be competitive. 

SPECIAL AWARDS 
Most Improved Shooter, Stan Kozlowski 
Most Practical Shooter, Marc A. Halcon 
Median Shooters, Kent Vollmer ; Mike 
Hargeaves 
High International Shooter, Jim Page (S. 
Africa) 
High Overall Revolver, Ralph Arbogast 
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Marc Halcon overcame handicap. 

TOP 16 MEN, 1984 IPSC US NATIONALS 
COMPETITOR SCORE HANDGUN PISTOLSMITH LEATHER 
1 . Rob Leatham (AZ) 704.63 Colt .38 Super Wilson Davis 
2. J . Michael Plaxco (AR) 670.14 Colt .45ACP Plaxco Rogers 
3. Bill Wilson (AR) 663.10 Colt .38 Super Wilson Rogers 
4. Thomas Campbell (MA) 652.13 S&W .45ACP S& W prototype Rogers 
5. William H. Rogers (FL) 652.08 Colt .38 Super Wilson Rogers 
6. Brad Butler (TX) 640.16 Colt .45ACP Brown Rogers 
7. Jerry Barnhart (PA) 638.72 Colt .45ACP Nastoff Rogers 
8. Brian Enos (AZ) 637.63 Colt .38 Super Wilson Davis 
9. Rick Byfield (KS) 633.02 Colt .45ACP Fisher Blocker 

10. Tim Knutson (AZ) 624.91 Colt .45ACP Knutson Davis 
11. Bruce Gray (CA) 623.37 Colt .38 Super Gray Rogers 
12. Jim McCaig (KS) 622.23 Colt .45ACP stock Gold Cup Bianchi 
13. John G. Sayle (OH) 620.98 Colt .45ACP Nastoff Davis 
14. John Dixon (TX) 620.72 Colt .45ACP Dixon Davis 
15. Vance A. Schmid (IL) 620.13 Colt .45ACP Wilson Rogers 
16. Bob Looker (AZ) 620.10 Colt .45ACP Wilson Davis 

Always fiercely competitive, Bill Rogers fired a Wilson .38 Super. 
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Without Devels, shooters had to reload twice 
as opposed to once with Devels. This was the 
only course of fire which drew criticism from 
the participants: 

The third speed contest involved 'quick 
and dirty' shooting at four static targets and a 
moving target at ranges of from four yards to 
10 yards. Starting from behind a waist-high 
wall, competitors engaged a Pepper Popper 
and four static targets interspersed between 
four 'no-shoot' targets. The moving target 
appeared 2. 5 seconds after the start signal 
and was visible for about 2.5 seconds. Mike 
Plaxco won this stage, Wheres The Beef 

The first of two assault courses, Bubbas 
Rolaid Ramble, called for a lot of movement, 
climbing stairs, jumping from a platform and 
engaging reaction targets. Two types of reac
tion targets, the Flopper and the McKaig 
Dropper, were part of the course. These 
popping, flopping targets drew widespread 
praise from the competitors as they offered a 
challenging target as well as excellent spec
tator appeal. 

The Flopper consisted of a target laying 
flat on the ground attached to a steel plate 
which , when hit , caused the prone target to 
flop 180 degrees and land back on the ground. 
The target was exposed for about 1.2 seconds 
after the plate was hit. The best two hits on 
the Flopper earned bonus points. 

The McKaig Dropper was a Milpark tar
get with a steel plate substituted for the 'I\ 
zone. Hitting the Dropper did not score any 

points, but failing to hit the Dropper resulted 
in a 10 point penalty. If the JO-inch steel 'I\ 
zone was hit , the Dropper dropped. A 
shooter did not receive a penalty if he 
dropped the Dropper or if he placed two hits 
on the papersurrounding the steel 'I\ zone. 

Before getting on with the rest of Bubbas 
Rolaid Ramble, let's take a minute to discuss 
the use of reaction targets in IPSC. IPSC 
World President Jean-Pierre Denis praised 
these reaction targets as did USPSA Director 
Dave Arnold and IPSC USA Regional Direc
tor Dave Stanford . But the compliments did 
not just emanate from IPSC officials; the 
competitors were ecstatic about these fun and 
challenging targets. 

According to IPSC officials, the use of 
reaction targets will increase in the future. In 
conjunction, steel targets will begin to play a 
greater role in IPSC course designs. Why? 
Because of spectator appeal as well as 
response to the competitors' enthusiasm for 
such targets. 

The willingness of IPSC officials to adapt 
to new course designs incorporating reaction 
targets is indicative of the dynamic and 
responsive nature of practical pistol shoot
ing. While silhouette shooters will be quite 
content with the same steel critters for time 
immemorial, IPSC shooters demand new 
and differing challenges. Typically, the IPSC 
officials will respond to the promptings of 
the participants. Such is the nature of this 

Continued 011 page 53 

1983 Ladies Champ Lee Cole displays safe gun handling while running. 

TOP TEN WOMEN, 1984 IPSC US NATIONALS 

PLACE SCORE WEAPON BULLET-POWDER LEATHER 
1st Jo Anne Hall (TX) 510.89 Clark Pin Gun .45 H&G 68-5.1 Bullseye Rogers 
2nd Christie Rogers (FL) 483.90 Devel 38 Super 1 sa gr RN-5.6 aoox Rogers 
3rd Sally van Valzah (GA) 458.75 Clark Pin Gun .45 H&G 68-5.9 WW231 Bianchi 
4th Kerry Lathwell (Canada) 449 .92 Hoag 61'2" bbl .45 H&G 68-5.7WW231 Davis 
5th Joanna Fichman (CA) 449.53 Hoag Long Slide .45 H&G 68-5.5 WW231 Blocker 
6th Lee Cole (AR) 447.50 Wilson 38 Super 160 gr RN-7 Blue Dot Rogers 
7th Pamela Morris (AZ) 444.59 Hammond .45 H&G 68-5.7 WW231 Davis 
8th Shanti Khalsa (NM) 429.24 Wilson Comp .45 H&G 68-5.9 WW231 Rogers 
10th Roberta Geer (OH) 419.59 Nastoff Comp .45 H&G 68-5.9 WW231 Davis 
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FEMMES FATALES IN PHOENIX 

Two days before the 1984 IPSC 
United States Nationals, 40 women 

paid $,50 apiece to compete in the sec
ond annual Ladies Qualifying Match . 

The United States Practical Shooting 
Association and the National Range 
Officer's Institute arranged this mini
competition at the Black Canyon Shoot
ing Range near Phoenix, Arizona, as a 
way to award shooting slots in the 
upcoming Nationals to ten of the best 
female practical shooters. 

The courses of fire were challenging, 
and included unusual starting positions, 
strong-hand and weak-hand shooting, 
hostage situations, a tiny assault course, 
and firing at distances of up to 50 yards. 
The American girls shot well , but they 
didn't outshoot Canadian Kerry Lath
well. Kerry and nine others earned 
refunds of their entry fees and a place in 
the big event, the Nationals. 

Jo Anne Hall, Champion 
Thirty-one women shot in the IPSC 

Nationals, but only one finished in the 
top 100. Jo Anne Hall finished 98th 
overall and first in the women's division. 

Jo Anne is fairly new to the IPSC 
shooting scene (she's only been shooting 
for a year) and is a very tough, very 
active competitor. 

In the women's divisions, she's 
already earned a fifth place finish at the 
Bianchi Cup VI and a third place at the 
Steel Challenge. 

Now she's the United States Women's 
Practical Shooting Champion on her 
first try. 

A crowd gathered whenever Jo Anne 
shot, and for good reasons. Some were 
there to watch Jo Anne, and some were 
there to watch her shooting. Either one 
was a pretty sight, and the combination 
was unbeatable. 

Jo Anne shot the high women's score 
in the International Rapid Fire (despite 
a five point late shot penalty) and in the 
Coffee House Hassle. But she likes 
shooting assault courses best and shows 

Continued on page 54 
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!O IBTlll COll'lBS!: Use a postcard, 
follow sample; include name, address, 
HOM M/J, local dealer name and 
address. Mail before June 1, 1985. Send 
to AMERICAN HANDGUNNER, Box 
16025, San Diego, 92ll6. 

N~e-----------· 
Address ____ ___ _ _ _ _ 

City&State _ _ ___ ____ _ 

BOM-IUf/JUD 1988 Phone _ ___ _ 

If I win, please ship my gun through the following dealer: 

Dealer 

Address 

City State Zip 

Contest void where taxed or prohibited by law. No pur· 
chase necessary. Winner must comply with all federal and 
loc&l laws. Employees and 11€ents of Publisher's Devel· 
opment Corp. not elig!ble. 
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A Wilson Combat PPC revolver, identical to the Custom Gun 
Giveaway, holds the World Record for the NRA's Action 

Shooting Course. This record of 1914-139X was establ ished 
May 5, 1984 at a reg istered NRA Tou rnamenrin Robertsvil le, 
Mo. 

Now you can win a gun that set a World Record. 
Painstaking attention to detail and workmanship is the 

trademark of all of master pistolsmith Bill Wilson's custom 
guns. 

The Wilson Combat PPC revolver is a classic example of 
Wil son 's supreme dedication to quality. 

Built on the time honored .Smith and Wesson Model 10, the 
Wil son Combat PPC features a slab-sided Douglas Premium 
barrel six-inches long. · 

An Aristocrat rib with elevation c ljck adjustments for PPC 
shooting is mounted secure ly atop the Douglas barrel. 

The Wi lson Combat PPC revolver is also avai lable wi th a 
Jarvis Aimpoint rp.ount and Aimpoint Ill sightfor use in the 
NRA Action Shootir:ig Program (Bianchi Cup1. 

To aid in providing the shooter wi th a perfectly balanced 
revolver, Wi lson instal ls an underlug beneath the Douglas 
barrel. The underlug adds weight to the barrel thereby 
improving the " feel" of the revolver. 
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At the heart of the Wilson Combat PPC revolver is a mirror 
smooth action honed to provide a crisp , light trigger pull in the 
double action mode. 

Pachmayr neoprene grips adorn the Wilson Combat PPC 
revolver. 

The chambers of the cylinder are chamfered to facilitate 
rapid reload ing with speed loaders. 

The polished trigger features an over-travel screw precisely 
adjusted. 

The hammer is tastefully bobbed and polished. 
The Wilson Combat PPC revolver features a durable black 

oxide fin ish to reduce glare from the sun and facili tate easy 
c leaning. The matte black finish is attractive and appealing. 

Perhaps the best thing about the Wilson Combat PPC 
revolver is that if you're not the lucky winner of the Giveaway, 
you can stil l own one of these superb whee lguns. 

For complete information, send a SASE or $2.50 to Wilson's 
Gun Shop, Rt. 3, Box 211-D, Dept. AH , Berryville , Ark . 72616. 
Wilson will rush you out a color catalog and answer all your 
questions promptly. 

The Wilson Combat PPC revolver retails for $695 as shown 
or $615 with the Jarvis Aimpoint mount or $720 for the Jarvis 
mount wi th an Aimpoint Ill attached. 

-t i 



1984 
PPC CBAMPIOISBIPS 

There's more to PPC than just 'gimmick guns.' Snubby and ser
ice revolver categories make the sport diverse and challenging. 

_By Fred Romero 

For the third time in as many years, Officer 
Kerry Hile of the Columbus, Ohio, 

Police Department, won the 1984 NRA 
National Police Revolver Championships in 
Des Moines, Iowa. Beating back a field of 
over 700 shooters representing all segments 
of law enforcement from across the country, 
Hile proved once and for all that he is a 
champion in every sense of the word. 

Of the 15 police shooters who have won 
this prestigious award since 1962, only six 
have managed to do it twice. Until this year, 
only one other shooter - Jerry Jackson of the 
US Border Patrol - has ever claimed the 
national title an amazing three times ('68, '71 
& '72) , Not only did Hile equal this amazing 
record, but he also did it three years in a row 
in weather conditions that are now famous 
for holding down scores and destroying 'sun-
shine only' shooters. · 

After a brief opening ceremony under 
questionable skies, the match got under way 
as the first drops of rain began to falL 
Depending on what relay was on the line, 
some shooters might have fared better with 
snorkels and fins. If there was anything to be 
grateful for, it was the fact that there was little 
or no wind to add to the misery. By the end of 

Kerry Hile (center) raked in the 
goodies with his third title. 

pleted , and Hile's near-perfect match-three 
score of240-15X left some people scratching 
their heads in bewilderment. 

To the surprise of many, shooting condi
tions improved on the second day. But with 
only one more match to fire for the Individual 
Championship, many shooters were trying in 
vain to play catch-up ball . At the end of the 
last shot for match-five, Hile found himself 
on top of the pack with Clifton Dunlap of the 
Mississippi Highway Patrol a close second. 

Firing shoulder-to-shoulder with the men , 
Elizabeth Callahan of the Washington , D.C , 
Police Department, regained her position as 
the top lady police shooter. Callahan, who 
was also the '82 lady champion, lost her bid 
for the title last year to Barbar a Critchelow of 
California, who came in second this year. 

In conjunction with the standard 1500 
aggregate course that's fired at the NPRC, 
there are several other courses that are also 
fired . Included in these are the Distinguished 
Match (un-modified gun , factory ball 
ammo) , a four-inch service revolver match , 
and a two-inch off-duty revolver match. And 
to be sure that all the bases are covered, there 
is even a shotgun match that tests a shooter's 
skill with a 12 gauge police-type shotgun on a 

the first day matches one to four were com- Hile used gear like this to win. Continued 011 page 68 
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FINAL STANDINGS NPRC CHAMPIONSHIPS 
OVERALL MATCH WINNER: 

First: Kerry Hile, Columbus Police Department-1494-115X 
Second: Clifton Dunlap, Mississippi Highway Patrol-1494- 104X 
Third: Aranzo Milbourne, U.S. Secret Service-1491-107X 

INDIVIDUAL MATCH WINNERS: 
Match-1: Mark Thompson, Madison County Sheriffs-240-24X 
Match-2: Clifton Dunlap, Mississippi Highway Patrol-180-17X 
Match-3: Kerry Hile, Columbus Police Department-240-15X 
Match-4: James Nelson, Los Angeles Police Department-240-22X 
Match-5: Jay Southam, Salt Lake County Sheriffs-599-44X 

CATEGORY AWARDS: 
Federal : Stanley Pruszenski, U.S. Border Patrol-1486-86X 
State: Frank Glenn, Arizona Department of Public Safety-1486- 96X 
County: Jay Southam, Salt Lake County Sheriffs-1490-104X 
Municipal: Ralph Mowder, Bismarck Police Department-1489-94X 
Industrial : Stein Johansen, Embassy of Norway-1484-93X 

CLASSIFICATION AWARDS: 
Master: John Lee, Orange City Sheriffs-1484-89X 
Expert: Jim Meyerdirk, Dickenson City Sheriffs-14 76- 65X 
Sharpshooter: Alan Wammack, Dallas Police Department-1443-64X 
Marksman: Michael Dowd, Montrose Police Department - 1435-53X 
Unclassified: Rex Skinner, Orem Police Department-1462-71X 

SPECIAL AWARDS: 
High Reti red : Tony Borgese, New York City Transit-1473-S?X 
High Conservation Officer: Bruce Burkett, North Dakota Fish & Game-1479-88X 
High Sheriff: Jay Southam, Salt Lake Sheriffs-1490-104X 

HIGH OVERALL WOMAN: 
Elizabeth Callahan, Washington, D.C. Police Department-1481-95X 

SERVICE REVOLVER MATCH WINNER: 
J.W. Whitmarsh, Los Angeles Sheriffs-420- 31X 

OFF-DUTY MATCH: 
James Gilleland, U.S. Secret Service-400-30X 

INDIVIDUAL SERVICE REVOLVER CHAMPIONSHIP: 
First: James Tapocsi , Porter County Sheriffs-1405-S?X 
Second: Jerry Eason, Sacramento County Sheriffs-1405- 95X 
Third: Dale Holmes, U.S. Secret Service-1404-88X 
Women: Elizabeth Callahan, Washington, D.C. Police-1382-68X 

DISTINGUISHED MATCH WINNER: 
Ralph Gamberdella, New York Police Department-591-31X 
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SERVICE REVOLVER 
MATCHES-COURSE 

OF FIRE 

DISTINGUISHED MATCH: 
(NRA NATIONAL POLICE 

COURSE) 

Stage 1 - 7 yards, double-action, 12 shots 
from standing without support. 25 sec
onds, time starts with loaded gun in hol
ster and includes reloading for second 6 
shot string. 

Stage 2-25 yards, double-action, 6 shots 
kneeling, 6 shots standing left hand from 
behind the barricade, 6 shots standing 
right hand from behind the barricade. 90 
seconds, includes reloading for second 6 
shot strings. 

Stage 3 - 50 yards , single or double
action, 6 shot kneeling, 6 shots prone, 6 
shots standing left hand barricade, and 6 
shots standing right hand barricade. Two 
minutes and 45 seconds, includes reload
ing for all 6 shot strings. 

Stage 4-25 yards, double-action, 6 shots 
standing without support. 12 seconds , 
time starts with loaded gun in holster. No 
barricade or other support is used. 

SERVICE REVOLVER MATCH: 
Stage 1- 3 yards, double-action, 6 shots 
one hand from standing without support 
position, 8 seconds. 
Stage 2- 7 yards, double-action, 12 shots 
from standing without support position, 25 
seconds, includes loading for second 6 
shot string. 

Stage 3-15 yards, double-action, 6 shots 
from standing without support position, 12 
seconds. 

Co11ti11 11ed 011 page68 

THE PRACTICAL PART OF PPC 

I t's not uncommon for some outsiders 
to view PPC as being impractical 

and unrealistic. One of the main reasons 
cited is the use of elaborate 'gimmick' 
guns: big barrels, heavy under-ribs and 
large custom sights. These Star Wars 
guns are used- with some restrictions
for the "1500" course of fire, but that's 
not the whole story at the NPRM. In 
spite of opinions to the contrary, there is 
still hope for the purist in PPC. 

Because of its close association with 
the police sector, PPC followers-as 
well as the NRA - have incorporated 
several courses of fire that require the 
use of unaltered duty-type weapons. 
The first course to be developed many 
years ago was the NRA's Police Dis
tinguished Match. 

The rules allow for the use of a gun 
capable of "chambering and firing the 
standard 158 grain lead .38 Special ser
vice load." The rules also state, "It must 
be a factory manufactured revolver with 
no external modifications." In addition, 

Continued on page 68 
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OFF-DUTY .~8 SPECIAL SNUBBY 
By Al Pickles 

Unquestionably the most popular off-duty 
pocket handgun in America is the five

shot .38 Special snubby revolver. 
Despite the grave limitations of this cal

iber, it has enjoyed popularity with 
policemen and civilian alike and, undoubt
edly, will continue to do so for decades to 
come. Its desirability is forever assured 
because the snubby five-shot is concealable 
and relatively safe, as well as being easy for 
almost anyone to shoot. 

Gun writers, like myself, can rant and rave 
about adequate stopping power from cover to 
cover of your favorite gun magazine, but we 
can't beat the odds that the average shooter 
abhors recoil , muzzle flash, and noise. 
Rather than fight it any longer, it may be 
prudent to simply recommend what I con
sider the best buy in this type of gun and 
caliber. 

Charter Arms is out with a new variation 
of the small, five-shot .38 Special which they 
have very appropriately named the Off-Duty. 
The little gun weighs in at a pound and is 
small enough to be swallowed up by your 
back pocket. Overall length is 61

/4 inches, 
height is 41

/4 inches and barrel length is a hair 
under two-inches. 

It is, in two words, a 'pocket revolver.' But I 
recognize, of course, that most cops carry it 
in a holster or simply slipped behind the waist 
b'and. 

The Charter Off-Duty model differs from 
their highly popular Undercover model on 
several counts, two of which are cosmetic. 
The front sight of the Off-Duty sports a new 
fluorescent red dot which definitely aids in 
aiming under dim light conditions. The rear 
sight is the same fixed groove through the top 
strap giving, as an end result , the square post 
and notch effect. This red dot on the rear face 
of the front sight is worth its weight in gold 
when applied to a light colored, stainless steel 
sighting system. 

The Charter Arms Off-Duty is available in 
stainless steel throughout except the inde
structible beryllium copper firing pin, or in 
all carbon steel with a new matte black finish . 

There are no alloys in either option which 
is definitely a very big plus over similar offer
ings from other manufacturers. Alloys may 
have their place in this space age but, for long 
lasting functional reliability, that place is not 
in a pocket handgun. 

Of the two finishes, I prefer the matte 
black all-steel over the stainless for tactical 
reasons such as light reflection . The sample 
sent for test and evaluation, however, is 
stainless and I'U not deny its advantages in 
easy maintenance and corrosion resistance. 
What I'd really like to have is a stainless steel 
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gun with a matte black finish. 
There are three options to be had on the 

grips, more correctly referred to as 'stocks' 
even on handguns. You may order smooth 
walnut panel stocks, checkered walnut, or a 
nice set of black checkered neoprene stocks 

A pocketful of equal
izer, the Charter Arms 
Off-Duty fills the bill 
as a small, lightweight 
back-up revolver. 

The Charter Arms Off-Duty Model is 
the perfect pocket companion for 
both civilians and police officers. It 
fits well in the hand (below) and 
'feels' good. 

with combat-style finger grooves. The choice 
is something more than cosmetic because one 
will feel better than the others, so you should 
actually try them all at your dealer. 

Internally, the working parts are the same 
as the well known Undercover model. If you 
haven't tried a Charter Arms within the past 
few years you are definitely in for a very 
pleasant surprise. Single action is crisp with 
no creep or take-up whatsoever. Double 
action is as smooth as you could ask for from 
a small pocket revolver. Charter Arms is not 
moribund by ancient production techniques 
and plant equipment. 

They presently make the most modern 
double action pocket revolvers in the market. 

Test firing a new model gun almost always 
has some surprises and this proved the case 
with the Charter Arms Off-Duty. I have one 
particular test load that I favor for any .38 
Special revolver with up to a four-inch barrel. 
That load is 2.8 grains of Bullseye behind a 
148 grain wadcutter. While it is an excellent 
test load for accuracy potential, it is not nec
essarily the best load for whatever purpose 
you purchase a gun. While I could not have 
asked for a better 15 yard double action 
group, which measured only an inch, it was 
printing several inches high and to the right. 
This load has never performed in that manner 
before, and since the gun does not have 
adjustable sights I was afraid there might 

Continued on page 71 
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OBLARDO POLICE 
ADOPTSIPSC 

inding PPC unr alistic, Orlando 
PD 1 ow 1se~ JPS o train officers. 

By Michael Bane 

There is a sign on the door to the tiring range in the basement of the 
Orlando, Fla. , police building that sums it all up: 

"WHY DO WE SHOOT IPSC TYPE FIRING 
COURSES AND NOT PPC COURSES? 
NATIONAL AVERAGE PER GUNFIGHT! 

Time - Less than 3 seconds 
Shots Fired- 2.5 rounds TOTAL 
Light- 75 % are in darkness 
Distance - 85 % occur at closer than 7 yards 

50% are at 5 feet or less 
Subjects - 40% of the time there are multiple assailants 

THINK ABOUT IT! 
DO YOU WANT TO GO BACK TO THE PPC?" 

The answer to the last question from the cops, is a definite "no". 
For over a year now the 450-person Orlando Police Department, 

located smack-dab in the heart ofDisneyWorld Land, has gone from 
qualifying on PPC-type courses to IPSC-style combat courses, com-
plete with Comstock scoring and Pepper Popper targets. · 

'This is a little bit more like real life," says Rangemaster Frank 
Repass, the officer responsible for the change. "The clock is there 
ticking away. We tell our officers it's a life clock ticking away. They've 
got to get it together or else. Just like on the street." 

Instead of the usual 60-round PPC course, with its fixed times and 
distances, Orlando officers face a variety of street scenarios, includ
ing car stops, barricaded subjects and objects with hostages. Time 
starts when the buzzer sounds and ends when the last shot is fired , 
just like during IPSC competition. 

Continued on page 62 
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PHOTOS: WILLIAM SCHULTZ 

Pepper Poppers, moving targets and Weaver stance 
have replaced outmoded PPC training in Orlando PD. 

Officer uses cover properly with new training. 
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at the 

PIN BUSTERS WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

By Cameron Hopkins 

They bobble and bounce, spinning and 
skipping across the table. They have a 

personality all their own, sometimes cooper
ative, sometimes stubborn. They're unpre
dictable, unforgiving and unnerving. But 
most of all , they're fun. 

They're bowling pins, and they were the 
focus of attention at the Coors Pin Busters 
World Championship pistol match. Busting 
bowling pins is a thrilling afternoon of fun , 
and the World Championship event proved 
how much fun it is to blast away at bowling 
pins by attracting a large, diverse crowd of 
shooters. 

With cash and prizes totaling over 
$25,000, Pin Busters drew 77 shooters rang
ing from 15-year-old Wendy Dalton to 74-
year-old Art Benjamin. That, friends, is the 
mark of a sport with wide appeal . 

The key is simplicity. A shooter faces four 
bowling pins and a pin-shaped stop plate set 
equidistantly apart atop a table from a range 
of 25 feet. On the start signal the shooter 
must clear the four pins from the table and hit 
the stop plate. A shooter gets four runs at the 
pins, and his total time is his score. The 
shooter starts with his gun in his hands held at 
waist level. 

.. 

Another key is diversity. Separate catego
ries allowed wheelgunners and semi-auto 
afficionados to compete. Pin Busters did not 
rig the rules to favor any particular action 
type. The match format accommodated 
everyone, including a lone black powder 
shooter. 

Also, the match allowed the competitors to 
enter each of the events twice, and the event 
for the single fastest run could be entered as 
many times as one liked. The 77 shooters 
combined for 168 entries. 

"It's not like an IPSC match at your local 
club where you shoot only one gun. Here you 

: I ~ 

Angelo Spagna/i's Warp Drive runs were fast. 

Wendy Dalton, 15, placed third among the ladies. 
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Rob Leatham and Brian Enos won the team event. 
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shoot four different guns," said IPSC World 
Champion Rob Leatham. 

The four guns to which Leatham referred 
each had separate categories and separate 
prizes: Detonic's Power Alley for any center
fire gun, but .45 autos prevailed; Smith and 
Wesson's Pin Wheeler for double-action 
revolvers ; Ted Blocker's Crank and Yank for 
single-action revolvers; and Winchester's 
Seven For Nine for 9mm handguns. 

Add to that two more categories, Pony 
Express Sports' Rolling Pin, an event open 
only to ladies, and Rogers Holsters' Blast For 
Cash , a two-person team event. 

And then there was B&B Sales' Slick and 
Quick. Added at the last moment by course 
designers Gary Garrow and Mike Dalton , 
this event was the hit of the day with the many 
spectators. Slick and Quick offered a Valmet 
Model 78 assault rifle as a prize for the single 
fastest run on the pins. Competitors could 
enter as many times as they liked in Slick and 
Quick. 

Slick and Quick boiled down to a two-man 
contest from the early going between two
time Bianchi Cup champion Brian Enos and 
Angelo Spagnoli of San Francisco. Fast times 
were also posted by three-time Bianchi Cup 
champion Mickey Fowler and 1984 IPSC 
National Champion Rob Leatham. But the 
Enos/Spagnoli duel drew the crowd's atten
tion with their sizzling runs. 

Spagnoli tossed down the gauntlet on the 
first day of the two-day match with a blazing 
run of 2 .53 seconds. Up until that point, 
people had been wondering if a sub-three 
second run was possible. Spagnoli proved it 
was indeed possible. 

Mickey Fowler and single action. 

Then Enos stepped to the line. His gaze 
riveted on the pins, Enos left three pins sail
ing in the air when he hit the stop plate for a 
time of2.44 seconds. 

And the race was on. Spagnoli responded 
to the challenge and came back the second 
day of the match with a 'hosemaster deluxe' 
run of 2.42 seconds, a scant .02 faster than 
Enos. 

The ball back in his court, Enos decided to 
display his credentials as an Arizona 
Hosemaster . He stepped to the line and 
checked his Wilson Accu-Comp, inserting a 
fresh magazine. From the bleachers his close 
friend and shooting partner Rob Leatham 
offered a word of advice. "Hose 'em, Brian ," 
he yelled. 

Even a super slow-motion TV camera 
would have only captured a blurred image. 
Appearing calm, Enos "hosed 'em." All four 
of the pins were dancing in the air when Enos 
hit the stop plate. Time: a phenomenal 2.19 
seconds. 

Slick and Quick brought out the fastest 

SUPPORT THESE PIN BUSTERS SPONSORS 
All sponsors contributed generously, but these six sponsors dug down deep into their pockets 
and sponsored individual stages: SMITH AND WESSON, Pinwheeler; PONY EXPRESS, Roll
ing Pin; B&B Sales, Slick and Quick ; BLOCKER HOLSTERS, Crank and Yank ; WINCHESTER 
Seven for Nine ; and ROGERS HOLSTERS, Blast for Cash. COORS beer was the over-all 
match sponsor supplying delicious suds after all guns were stored . GUN OWNERS OF AMER
ICA sanctioned and sponsored the match as well. 

Ammunition 
Hornady 
Nevins 
Omark 
Winchester 

Gun Cleaning 

Hoppes 
Rig Products 
Zip Aerosol 
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Custom Pistolsmiths 

James E. Clark 
Bill Davis 
Pachmayr Gun Works 
Irv Stone (Bar-Sto) 

Holsters 

Blocker 
Davis 
Rogers 

Miscellaneous 

Advanced 45 Tech. 
Aim point 
J. Breskovich 
Cannon Safes 
Cold Steel 
Condor Sport Knives 
Coors 

Gun Shops 

B&B Sales 
Kings Gun Works 
Pony Express 

Doskocil 
Hogue Combat Grips 
Kol pin 
Millett Sights 
Pacific Cutlery 
Second Chance 
Silencio, Inc. 

Gun Makers 

Beretta 
Browning 
Colt 
Detonics 
Heckler & Koch 
lnterarms 
Randall 
Smith & Wesson 
Springfield Arm. 
Thompson Center 

SOME PIN aumRS GUNS 
AND LOADS 

Brian Enos and Rob Leatham: 
Power Alley Wilson Accu-comp LE 

and .45 auto 
Slick and Quick: 230 grain flat nose, 

H&G #292 
7.3 grains Unique 

Pin Wheeler: Smith and Wesson 
Model 29, 83/s inch 
240 grain semi
wadcutter (unknown 
make)** 
7 grains 700X 

Crank and Yank: Ruger Super 
Blackhawk, 44 
Magnum, 7 1/i 
inch 
240 grain semi
wadcutter ( un
known 
make)** 
7 grains 700X 

Seven for Nine: Wilson Accu-comp 
LE, 38 Super auto 
158 grain round 
nose (unknown 
make)** 
5.1grains800X 

*Western-Winchester brass and 
primers in all loads 

**Leatham and Enos have their 
ammo custom loaded , and they 
did not recall the brand of bullet. 

Enos' Accu-Comp. 

Leatham's Accu-Comp. 
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times, but didn't force shooters to exercise the 
strategy necessary in the other events. 
Because shooters were trying for the single 
fastest run , and they could enter as many 
times as they wished , they ignored the reac
tion of the pins and simply hosed 'em. This 
was the only way to get a sub-three second 
run. 

Such a strategy in the other events, where 
your total time for four runs determined your 
final score, would place you neatly at the 
bottom of the list. 

In all the other events, the shooter had to 
clear the four pins from the table before 
engaging the stop plate. If any pin remained 
on the table, a five second penalty. Here 
enters strategy. 

A shooter had to watch those pins to be 
sure they were swept from the table. And the 
pins did everything imaginable to keep from 
falling off the table. They cartwheeled and 
danced, caromed and rolled, spun in circles. 
They bounced in every direction - except off 
the table. 

So the shooter had to make sure of center
of-mass hits, or, as Massad Ayoob says, "Hit 
the White Part." Only center hits guaranteed 
the pins would be driven straight back off the 
table. Hit a pin slightly off center, and watch 
it bounce but not fall. Hit a pin high, and it 
just topples over presenting the most difficult 
follow-up shot, edge-on facing the shooter. 
Hit a pin low, and the same thing happens. 

Shooters seemed to favor two strategies to 
deal with those irascible pins - fan the pins 
and then go back and pick up any stragglers, 
or deliberately shoot each pin once and be 
certain of good hits. Both methods seemed to 
fare equally well. 

The unstated theme of the match was 
'enjoy thyself.' Mike Dalton said he instructed 
the range officers to cooperate with the 
shooters and not to intimidate any shooter 
with nit-picky details. If a shooter's big toe 
was three centimeters over the firing line, the 
range officers did not quibble. The ROs were 
polite and helpful, and were in large part 
responsible for the friendly atmosphere. 
Only major safety violations would have 
prompted a harsh response from the ROs. 
None occurred. 

Such an atmosphere of friendly competi
tion trickled down to the shooters. The usual 
'match nerves' were not evident in most 
shooters. No trembling hands and quaking 
legs. People were having fun , and they were 
relaxed. 

What is it that makes pin busting fun? 
"It's nice to have a target react if you hit it. 

And the big variety of events makes it fun," 
Mickey Fowler said. 

"I haven't done this before. It's harder than 
IPSC because you're shooting hotter loads. 
It's a lot more fun to watch ," Rob Leatham 
said . 

Indeed , the spectator appeal of bowling 
pins whizzing through the air and bouncing 
around the table surpasses any other form of 
'action shooting,' including steel plates. A 
steel plate reacts in only one way - falling 
over-but bowling pins react in an infinite 
number of ways. Those darn pins sail 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER ·MAY I JUNE 1985 

WE TAKE PRIDE ... 
IN OUR 1SPECIAL' WORK: 

• Revolver action jobs 
• IPSC auto conversions 
• Metal checkering 
• Sight installation 
• Blue and electroless 

nickel finishes 
• Fine welding 

If you demand professional 
workmanship, send $2 for our 16-page 

color brochure and price list. Refundable. 

Member American Pistolsmiths Guild 

Jim Stroh 
ALPHA PRECISION, INC. 

1231 Sunderland Court / Atlanta. GA 30319 I (404) 458-0477 

Custom .45 work. checkering, trigger 
guard modification and accurizing. In
d us trial hard chrome. PPC revolver 
work, barreling and installation of all 
types of sights. Complete machine shop 
for all of your needs. 

JACK's GUN SHOP 
3911 W. Waters Ave. 

Tampa. Fl. 33614 
(813) 932-8824 

.....••..................•.•... 
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DREAD NAUGHT Diamond -]-Outfitters 

357 144 B & D 
Conversion of S&W 27-28 

Ruger 357-9MM 
Sheep . J , . ' 1fle 
Elk · 0 .\ R. 
Deer 

1 
Joe Stuemke~ 

Antelope A,~ , Bow 

T.C. Contender 
Bear -, Box 1347 ·4' Handgun 
Mt . Lion ·e (307) 326-8259 ~Muzzleloader 

Saratoga, Wyoming BAIN & DAVIS 
307 E. Va ll ey Blvd. San Gabriel CA 91776 ••....••••••.••••....•...•..... 82331 

...-------:vIDEOTAPES • VHS AND BETA-------
Lenny Magill Productions is proud to announce the release of three dynamic videotapes for home viewing. 
Each program is professionally produced in fu ll color and features slow motion. freeze frames , split screens. 
graphics. music and complete narration. The tapes are classics that will be viewed and enjoyed for years. 

The Steel Challenge ~ •• , ... , .... ~ 

Bian~i Cup Wor~t~=n~~::ting &.~-·· ----·· 
The world "s richest, most com- Speed and accuracy are the Encapsu lates SOF convention 
petitive tournament. Five dif· detenn ining factors as shooters held in Las Vegas. Nevada. 
ferent events comprise thi s blaze down steel targets in their Incl udes 3-gun combat match, 
exciting pistol competition. 60 efforts for the lowest overall automatic weapons demo, G. 
minutes in length. time tota l. 60 minutes in length. Gordon Lidd y speech. 70 min-

-------------- --------------- --------~~~~~~~----------
TO ORDER: Send check. money order. VISA or Maste rcard number for $59.95 percassette plus $3.00 postage. Please include 
your shipping address and whether you prefer 0 VHS or 0 BETA. Credit cards must include signature. 
D Check D M/ 0 D VISA D Mastercard 

Exp. Date: Month OJ. Year OJ. 
Signature ---------- - -------------- - - -

MA IL TO: Lenny Magill Productions · 911 Candlelight Pl. · San Diego, CA 9203 7 
Credit ca rds call fur immediate delivery· (619) 569·4000 
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TED BLOCKER'S CUSTOM HOLSTERS 
MEETING THE DEMANDS OF SERIOUS COM PETITORS. 

A complete rig designed espec ial ly 
FINALLY for PPG competit ion 

(..>1·l<, 'unl', JO, , 

.·.,,r;• .. ·,· .. ''5 

Ou• J ne ." 11,p1e Sprm9 
L • St•t•f"I luade1 P':!Ul hS 
... ,•n <,pr nq rela•ner -~ "' f' 

Jil(,I. "''"'!ObcS"JO-C.~ 

u1 tas1 .mo easy 

I 

Complete Rig as shown $159 95 

This holster is made ol top grain 701 leather and is l•ned with 18 gauge 
steel II also features an open front design with metal and steel wrapped 
around cylinder to the frame with the opening 1n fron! large enough for 
the barrel to pass through. allowing the forward rno11 on o f the draw as 
soon as !he gun is raised high enough to clea r cylinder The design o l 
this holster allows the use of guns .'lllh the popular A1mpo1nt. Bull Bar· 
rcls and Ribs It IS available fo r the S8W K Frame. l ·Frame and N-Frame. 
and also 1he Colt Python with 5~ and 6 Barre ls and o thers on special 
request 

ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS 

I 
Please incl ude exact waist measurement. gun make and model Barrel 
length and all other mod1f1cat1ons. California residents add 6 1 1 ° 10 sales 
tax. All orders must add 5o,o for shipping and handling. Send check or 
money order Mastercard. Visa. or American Express are welcomed. I Please include card number and exptra!lon date. 

Ted Blocker' s Custom Holsters 
P.O. Box 821 

Rosemead. Cal1fornra 91770 
(818) 442·5772 

Rt>tame· s11ap tor guns w 11h 
or mthout 11os II A1mp01n t 

•S to be used please spec1ty 

Here·s wha1 the LAP O PP C Pistol 
Team o f Chris Kaufmann_ John Pride.J P 
Nelson and Fred Romero say about our 
new PP C Rig ··1 1s been a long 11me com· 
ing and worth the wait This A1g is the 
ul!1ma1e 101 PP C compe11t1on.· This Rig 
was designed by Ted Blocker for th is 
Pistol Team 10 use in !he Prest1g1ous 1983 
B1anch1 Cup ol which !hey 1ook 1op 
honors as a team 

WE, MEAN BUSltESS 
TANAR MI ~A90 Pistol Suggested Retail $29:9.~!f' 

a'b 

everywhere! 
Pin Busters was billed as the 'World 

Championship' of bowling pin shooting. "We 
sent hundreds of letters out all over the 
world , so the world was invited. Until some
one comes up with something bigger and 
better, this is it (the world championship)," 
Dalton said . 

Ah-ha, you say, but what about the Second 
Chance bowling pin shoot? Well, the Second 
Chance is a multi-discipline event for hand
guns, machine guns, shotguns and r ifles . Pin 
Busters is strictly for handguns. And, by the 
way, Richard Davis of Second Chance 
supported Pin Busters with generous dona
tions of prizes. There is no rivalry between 
the Second Chance and Pin Busters-both 
matches seek to offer the shooting public a 
unique and challenging match for enjoyment. 

Pin Busters was a roar ing success. It was 
fun , pure and simple, and that was the whole 
idea. But you ain't seen nothin' yet. Rumor 
and I emphasize that term - has it that Coors 
wants to take the Coors Pin Busters World 
Championship into the big leagues this year 
with prizes totaling a staggering $125 ,000. In 
a world seemingly full of liberal anti-gun
ners, Coors has long been a stalwart sup
porter of shooting events (Coors 
Schutzenfest). Let's hope the rumor pans out 
so that 1985 will bring all the fun of bowling 
pin shooting plus some nice prizes. 

HOST YOUR OWN PIN 
BUS'nRS 

Does this exciting sport of shooting 
bowling pins appeal to you? Would 
your club like to host a Pin Busters 
match? 
Pin Busters can help you organize a 
match and help you solicit sponsors . 
They will tell you exactly how to set 
up the pins and how to run the 
match . They'll tell you how to ac
quire the pins. Drop them a line for 
further information. 

Pin Busters 
P.O . Box 11027 

Burbank, CA 91510-10-27 

Try shooting bowling pins at your local 
club. They're fun. Or, as Rob Leatham 
puts it, "The pins are either ~ 
there or they aren't." ~ 

High Quality- Reliable Pistols 
Basic to Full House Competition 

Member American Pistolsmiths Guild 

Richard Heinie- Pistolsmith 
821 E. Adams 

Havana, IL 62644 

Please send $1 .00 for Brochure 
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PISTOl.SMITI~ 
PROFll.E 

By Stanley W. Trwniec 

I guess the first time I met Mike LaRocca 
was at a monthly meeting of our gun club 

where he showed his wares to the mem
bership on hand . Right off the bat my impres
sion of his work was excellent. But more than 
that , his guns had a quality that literally 
jumped out at you as you handled his .45s. 

A family man , competitive shooter and 
professional gunsmith, Mike's formal educa
tion started at the Colorado School of Trades, 
then on to Pachmayr Guns Works in Califor
nia where he worked in the custom 
operation . 

Now Mike has set up house in Worcester, 
Mass., right in the center of 'gun valley' in 
central New England. His well equipped 
machine shop is built to handle all custom 
work with either autos or revolvers and some 
rifle work iftime permits. 

He also offers some unique products 
aimed at the match shooter. Let's hit those 
first. 

The first is what Mike calls the 'Rock-Well 
MagFunnel'. This neat little device is incor
porated into a checkered arched or flat main
spring housing (your choice) and makes 
loading a snap. Tentative cost on this little 
unit- after the patent is approved- is going 
to be around $85 . In case you're wondering, 
yes it does add a dash of weight to the gun 
overall, but being located at the base of the 
grip actually puts the mass of this attachment 
in the palm of your hand offering not only 
more stability to the gun, but also lengthening 
the grip to make a better purchase on the gun 
during heated matches. 

Next is a barrel compensator that Mike fits 
onto your existing gun carrying the standard 
five inch barrel. While I am not at liberty to 
discuss how he does it , he says that because 
of his special fitting techniques, the gun is not 
altered in any way nor is the slide chopped or 
shortened. The compensator lists for $175 . 

While customizing .45s is the mainstay of 

Mike La Rocco 's basic conversions feature practical modifications. 
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" _,, 
La Rocca fires his compensator. 

his operation, he stresses his is not a produc
tion line shop. Each gun is built to your 
individual tastes or needs, not his. And to 
prove his point he will call you if clarification 
is needed on any specific parts of the order. 
Can't beat that for personalized service! 

While he admits everyone does not need 
everything on his 'shopping list', trigger jobs 
and sights go hand-in-hand for the most 
requested options. If not specified, he will 
adjust the trigger limits to around four 
pounds on the average. If specified, Mike 
can, with no 'following' problems, bring the 
sear release to lower limits- in fact to about 
2.5 pounds of pull . He only recommends this 
if you are a very serious and accurate com
petition shooter. Sights include standard 
fixed sight options and melted or radiused 
Bo-Mar sights. On the guns I examined, the 
rear Bo-Mar in concert with a MMC front 
ramped sight gave a super sight picture. 

When sending Mike a gun to work on, his 
requirements dictate "Colt automatics in 
good condition." Although he has no particu
lar say on what the owner should do or not do 
on the gun , he did mention that the bare 
necessities on any Colt should include some 
work on the feed ramp for reliability, the 
extractor, and a good , clean trigger job 
before sights. 

In the accuracy department , Mike leans 
towards outfitting a gun with a Bar-Sto or 
Kart barrel. Here he customizes the barrel to 
your particular gun. As these barrels come 
into the shop oversized , he can work every
thing down to minimum tolerances for good 
accuracy potentials. With this comes a tight
ening of the slide to the frame. Lateral move-

Co11ti1111ed 011 page 7tJ 
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This Walther look-alike 
allows you a PPK clone 
that is superior to the 
James Bond spy pistol. 

By J.B. Wood 

From Ian Fleming's James Bond to the 
real-life police detective, everyone liked 

the Walther PPK. 
After it failed to meet the U.S. importation 

requirements by one silly tenth of an inch , 
collectors and those who wanted it for more 
practical purposes snapped up the few that 
were already in the country, and within a few 
years the PPK was rarely seen. The design
ers at Walther soon mated a PP frame to a 
PPK slide and barrel, creating the importable 
PPK/S. It's a fine pistol, but it doesn't have the 
same feel as the old PPK. 

In 1977, the Indian Arms Corp. of Detroit , 
Michigan began production of a close copy of 
the PPK, in stainless steel, and chambered 
for the .380 Auto cartridge. This pistol was 
very much like the PPK in its mechanism, 
dimensions, and operational features, but 
there were important differences. 

One of the most obvious differences was 
the extension of the frame to the front , and a 
heavier, more squared muzzle. At the rear of 
the slide, a straight slant replaced the curved 
profile of the Walther pistols. The safety lever 
was slightly longer than the one on the Wal
thers, and there was a raised and ventilated 
rib on the top of the slide. 

There was another feature which may 
have been optional, a lock on the right side of 
the slide with a removable key. With this, the 
manual safety could be locked in on-safe 
position, and the key removed . The loaded
chamber indicator was not used in the Indian 
design . I examined one of these pistols sev-
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HIGH SOARING 
EAGLE.380 

UPHOLDS PROUD 
HERITAGE 

eral years ago, and it seemed to be well
made. With its combination of stainless steel, 
compact size, Walther-ish look , and .380 
chambering, it should have been a success. 
For some reason , though, the company didn't 
stay in business. Production ceased at the end 
of 1978. 

As has been demonstrated by several other 
'resurrections' in recent years, good designs 
may lie dormant for a while, but they seldom 
die. This one came back in 1982 as the 
'Guardian' by Michigan Armament. The 

key-lock was not offered, but otherwise the 
gun seemed to be exactly the same as the 
original Indian Arms version . I said "seemed 
to be", because I've never actually examined 
one- I've seen it only in photos. The manu
facturer moved from Michigan to the West 
Coast about two years ago, and since then, 
I've seen no mention of the 'Guardian .' 

More recently, a new company has 
brought out an improved and slightly re
designed .380 Automatic that is based on the 

Continued on page 72 

American Arms Eagle displays remarkably good accuracy for a short auto. 
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IPSC NATIONALS 
Continued from page 39 

exciting sport. 
But back to Bubba's Ro/aid Ramble. 
To begin this assault course, the shooter 

faced a McKaig Dropper hidden behind two 
'no-shoot' targets at 25 yards, a Milpark at 15 
yards and a Flopper at 10 yards. After engag
ing these targets in any order, the shooter 
then dashed to a wall with a two-foot square 
opening. Through the opening were three 
Milparks butted together at 10 yards. Shoot
ers kicked into 'hose mode' for this series of 
three targets. 

Having engaged the targets through the 
window, the shooter then ran to a stairway 
leading to a platform four feet high. From 
atop the platform, the shooter engaged 
another McKaig Dropper at 25 yards and two 
Milparks at 10 and 15 yards. 

Leaping from the platform, the shooter 
then charged to another wall with a hinged 
window. Opening the spring tensioned win
dow, the shooter faced a Milpark at 15 yards. 
After dispatching that Milpark, the shooter 
then dropped to prone to shoot through 
another opening in the walJ at a Pepper Pop
per and a steel stop plate at 25 and seven 
yards respectively. 

- Par time for Bubba's Ro/aid Ramble was 
roughly 34 seconds with all the Master 
Blasters running the course in under 30 sec
onds. The fastest time posted was 26 seconds 
and change. Bill Rogers won this stage. 

The other assault stage, the Courier Ser
vice, simulated a scenario in which the com
petitor would be carrying valuable 
documents in CJ briefcase handcuffed to his 
wrist. Thus, this stage was fired with a brief
case dangling from the shooter's weak-hand 
wrist. Try shooting with a three pound object 
swinging wildly from your wrist - not con
ducive to good trigger control. 

Competitors faced five targets at ranges of 
from eight yards to 20 yards with one of the 
targets partially obscured by a 'no-shoot' tar
get. Shooters had to run to a wall after engag
ing three targets and then engage the last two 
targets and a stop plate. 

Running while reloading can be tricky, but 
imagine the complications of having a brief
case flopping around at the same time. Yes, 
the encumbering briefcase caused Excedrin 
headache #502 for many shooters . Bruce 
Gray won this stage. 

Competitors tried in vain to master the 
most 'gamey' method of running with the 
briefcase. Some tried tossing the case over 
their shoulder. Because the cord attaching the 
briefcase to the weak-hand wrist was about 
two-feet long, this was possible. (The cord 
simulated handcuffs.) However, this method 
proved futile. As soon as the shooter dashed 
to the wall, the briefcase invariably fell from 
his shoulder. Leatham tried this method only 
to have the briefcase fall from his shoulder, 
jerk his wrist, and cause him to drop a shot. 
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The other method of dealing with the 
briefcase, discovered by a clever 'games
man ,' was to hook the handle of the briefcase 
onto a magazine in a mag pouch on the belt. 
This worked , like the shoulder carry, until 
the shooter ran to the wall whereupon the 
case felJ off the magazine. 

Shooters finally gave up on trying to find 
the ultimate 'gamey' technique; they just 
lugged the case along in their weak hands. 

MURPHY SHOOTS IPSC 
Murphy - whatever can go wrong, will -

attended the IPSC National Championship. 
Leatham met Murphy a couple of days before 
the match when Murphy helped him to re
injure his bad knee. Leatham shot the entire 
match with his right knee in an orthopedic 
brace. 

Despite torn ligaments and bone chips 
floating around his patella (knee bone) , 
Leatham still posted sizzling times on assault 
courses. He said his injury cost him about 
one second on each of the assaults. He said 
the injury would have hampered him further 
ifthere had been more running in the match. 

reports the Ladies Shoot-Off. 
The shoot-off consisted of five Pepper 

Popper targets and a six-inch square stop 
plate at ranges of from five yards to 15 yards. 
Shooters had to knock down the Pepper Pop
pers in any order and then hit the stop plate. 
This shoot-off was as much fun for the spec
tators as for the competitors. 

The ground rules called for any results 
which varied by less than .05 seconds to be 
re-run as a tie. Several man-against-mans 
resulted in time differences of only .02 sec
onds and were re-fired . 

The professional timer capable of detect
ing such milli-second time differences was 
the PACT timer. The PACT timer performed 
flawlessly during the Shoot-Off and detected 
several time differences of less than .05 sec
onds. Without the PACT timer to determine 
the winner, several competitors would have 
been cheated with a lesser timer incapable of 
such micro-second precision. (PACT, Dept. 
AH, PO. Box 35682, Dallas, TX, 75235). 

Bouts were best two out of three except the 
final bout which was the best four out of 

First the .38 Super, now this. These Space Guns are too much! 

If you doubt that Leatham will establish a 
dynasty in IPSC, note that he, a partial 'crip
ple', won the World Shoot in 1983 and last 
year's Nationals with a bum knee. And , of 
course, the 1984 Nationals. 

Jerry Barnhart of Pennsylvania also met 
with Murphy during the match. While enjoy
ing a leisurely swim in a hotel pool , he 
smacked his foot against the edge of the pool, 
and broke it. Barnhart too overcame his 
injury and finished seventh. 

Hordes of competitors will attest that Mur
phy sneaked into their hotel rooms late at 
night and tampered with their equipment. 
Guns that had performed flawlessly for thou
sands. upon thousands of practice rounds sud
denly began to jam during the match. 

THE SHOOT-OFF 
The top 16 men and top eight ladies met for 

a man-against-man (person-against-person?) 
shoot-off after the six stage championship 
match. 

Beverly Champan's accompanying story 

seven runs. 
Slowly, methodically, the shooters elimi

nated each other. Bill Rogers, of Rogers Hol
sters, fell by the wayside; then Bill Wilson, 
Mike Plaxco and John Sayle. Barnhart (the 
guy who broke his foot in the pool) looked 
strong, but fell to Leatham's blazing .38 
Super. 

Two Texans, Brad Butler and John Dixon, 
faced off, and Dixon won. He was later 
eliminated. 

As the man-on-man progressed, Leatham 
and Enos slowly climbed to the top. The two 
Arizonians, longtime friends and shooting 
partners, stepped to the line for the best of 
seven bout. Both fired Wilson Accu-Comps 
in .38 Super. Unlike the other competitors in 
the shoot-off who stared at the Pepper Pop
pers and ignored each other, Leatham and 
Enos appeared relaxed as they chatted on the 
firing line. 

They cracked jokes while the range 
officers scampered to re-set the Poppers. 

53 



GOVERNMENT 
MODEL 
45 CALIBER 
9mm 
38 SUPER 

Auto-Ordnance Corporation 
Box AH-5, West Hurley, N.Y 12491 (914) 679-7225 

MASSAD F. A YOOB'S 
11STRESSFIRE'' 

Vnlum" l o f 
Gunjigh1m9 for Poh c t· 

, \ dc.1a1H' t•d Tac l iC'!. and Tcc:' hn1qur. 

by Massad F. r\ yoob 
u 11rl1Joreu ·ord by Ray ( haprnu11 

At last! The first volume of Massad Ayoob's long 
awaited series on ''Gunfighting for Police : 

Advanced Tactics and Techniques ." 
"STRESSFIRE" is the result of Ayoob's 

years of research about what actually 

happens in gunfights. 

Learn how stress and adrenalin affect the 

mind and body, ruining conventional shooting 

techniques under pressure . . . and how new 
techniques actually feed off that pressure to 

make you perform better under stress! 

$9.95 
plus $1.50 postage and handling 

-------POLICE BOOKSHELF P.O. Box 122, Concord, N.H. 03301----- I 

Please check one: 
:= Check or Money Order-$11.45 
LI Charge my MC No. _ ______ _ 

Exp. dote __________ _ 
D Charge my VISA No. _______ _ 

Exp. dote __________ _ 
Bonk on which account is drown: 

I 
I 
I 

Nome ______________ I 
Street -------------- I 

I 
City ------ -------- I 

I State Zip I 
1---------------------------------J 
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Enos took both the first two bouts. 
"Enough playing around ," Leatham must 
have thought. He took the next four bouts in a 
row, and won the shoot-off. 

CLOSING CEREMONIES 
When the IPSC National Championships 

ended the competitors enjoyed a sumptuous 
banquet while various awards were pre
sented. The talk centered around the future of 
IPSC (see Insights Into IPSC column for 
more details) and the newly elected RD, 
Dave Stanford. 

The .38 Super drew lots of comments. 
Chambered in Wilson Accu-Comps, the .38 
Super took first and second in the shoot-off 
and first , third and fifth in the Nationals. Will 
more .38 Supers show up next year? Is the 
.45 ~CP now obsolete? 

In a nut shell , no. The .45 will continue tu 
dominate. The costs of shooting a .38 Super 
loaded to make major caliber are astro
nomical. The brass is only good for one 
loading due to the pressures that swell the 
web. The beating the gun talces drastically 
reduces gun life compared to that of a .45. 
(See Conversation With A Champion for fur
ther details. ) 

Will the 1985 IPSC National Champion
ships see more .38 Supers? The answer is
wait a minute, my crystal ball is going foggy. 
I guess we'll have to wait and see 111111111119-
at Phoenix later this year. °' 
FEMMES FATALES 
Co11ri1111ed from page 39 

it. She outran and outshot all other girls on 
Bubba's Rolaid Ramble, neatly winning that 
event too. 

Jo Anne shoots a Colt .45 ported six-inch 
Clark Bowling Pin gun. Her reloaded 
ammunition is 5.1 grains of Bullseye with a 
200 grain Hensley & Gibbs bullet. She wears 
Rogers leather and shoots from her strong 
side. Jo Anne and her husband Carl shoot two 
outdoor matches each month at their home 
club, the Dallas Pistol and Revolver Club, 
and shoot an indoor match once a week. 

She's had to trade her hunting, fishing and 
boating time for practice time, but for Jo 
Anne it's paid off. During the awards cere
mony she was presented with a gorgeous 
gold necklace and a beautiful bracelet (val
ued at over $1300) donated by the M. Hatter 
Trading Company of New York City. 

Jo Anne wasn't the only gal to talce home 
the gold. Christie Rogers won a $700 neck
lace for her second place finish . Showing us 
how she earned the Florida State Ladies 
Championship, Christie shot her Devel .38 
Super expertly throughout the match . 

Christie won The Wall event and made it 
look easy, but it was her steady performance 
throughout the contest that earned her the 
number two spot, up five places from her 
finish in the 1983 Nationals. 

Christie and her husband Bill shoot with 
the Southeast Practical Shooting Association 
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in Jacksonville, Florida. They don't have a 
permanent range facility, but Christie still 
manages to practice three times a week when 
she isn't working at an art gallery, managing 
two kids or playing tennis. And she shoots in 
monthly league matches. 

Her load is 5 .6 grains of 600X powder and 
a 158 grain bullet. 

Of course she wears Rogers leather. 
Sally van Valzah , the cute cop from Geor

gia, was the winner of last year's qualifying 
match. She had a little bit of trouble on The 
Courier stage but a strong third place finish 
and won a $600 necklace for her fine shoot
ing. 

Sally has been shooting for five years, 
starting out in PPC shooting and lately mov
ing into IPSC shooting. She won the Ladies 
Match of the Bianchi Cup in 1983 , and placed 
second in 1984. 

She shoots her six inch Colt .45 Clark 
ported Bowling Pin gun at home with the 
Atlanta Practical Shooting Association, and 
is the Georgia Women's State Champ. Sally 
shoots Atl a nt a Arms Shaw Match 
ammunition. 

Kerry LathweU placed fourth after com
ing back from a disastrous shoot the first 
morning out on the assault course. Kerry had 
a fantastic run on the Wheres the Beef stage, 
and won that match with her Hoag Colt .45 
with a 61/ 2 inch barrel. She crossdraws from a 
Davis Usher holster and shoots a 200 grain 
H&G bullet with 5.7 grains of WW231 
powder. 

She shoots with the Coast Mountain Prac
tical Shooters in British Columbia and she 
shoots very well indeed. Kerry took third 
place woman at last year's nationals and sec
ond place woman at the World Shoot. 

Fifth place finisher (less than one percent
age point behind Kerry) Linda Zubiena won 
The Courier stage shooting her Colt Com
mander pin gun (with 61A" BarSto barrel) 
\tom Mac's 45 Shop out of a Ted Blocker 
crossdraw holster. 

Linda and her husband Jim are active 
shooters in the Southwest Pistol League. 
Linda has a ladies first and a ladies second 
place finish at the Steel Challenge to her 
credit. 

Both Kerry and Linda were presented with 
matching bracelets and necklaces from the 
good people at the Hatter Trading Company. 

Joanna Fichman, also a Southwest Pistol 
League Shooter, finished a close sixth. She 
did it with a Blocker Speedmaster holster, 
loads of 5.5 grains of WW231 powder with 
200 grain H&G bullets, and a borrowed 
Hoag long slide. 

Lee Cole of Arkansas was getting used to 
being in first place (she won the 1982and1983 
Women's Nationals) but couldn't quite get it 
together this year. First she skipped a target 
on the Courier stage, then she had problems 
on the assault course. It was her second place 
finish in the standard exercises and her com
mand of the basic shooting skills that kept her 
where she belongs, in the top ten. 

Lee and her husband Jason shoot with the 
Tulsa Practical Shooters and the Arkansas 
Combat League. 
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FIRING SIMULATOR . .. . 45 AUTO 
Great new TRAINING DEVICE all ows you to DRY FIRE rea li stically withou t using live am mo. 
Cycles the sl ide, cocks the hammer, RECOILS, uses CO' or shop air compressor. Drops into any 
.45 auto (Colt style) easi ly. NO MODIFICATION. Great for break inQ in slides and trigger jobs. 

~STALLS EASILY 
RAPID FIRE TIMING 
DRAW FROM HOLSTER 
CO, or COMPRESSED AIR 
CYCLES SLIDE AND RECOILS 
~EXPENSIVE, 80 SHOTS 1 CENT 
OVERCOME FLINCH, TRIGGER JERK 
15 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
PRACTICE TRIGGER CONTROL 
& FOLLOW THROUGH 

"This system is a must for anyone serious 
about improving their 'defensive' or 'competition' 
pistol skills. " Mickey Fowler & Mike Dalton 
International Shootists Inc. 

,_l)VANCe~ r . --..p,.-

.45 . ,. - ~ 
~CBNOLo0INC. 

ORDER FROM: f/ 
ADVANCED .45 TECHNOLOGY SIMULATOR tor s1d 45(yousupplyCO'i $120.00 

Dept. AH SIMULATOR wiCO' regula1or . 1so Ps1 $156 .00 
1031 Elder St . Oxnard. CA 93030 SIMULATOR wireg. & full CO' bottle $236 .00 

(BOS) 485·01 13 (805) 485-4435 IS I " home practice dry fire kit " included with each order 

All prices include shipping. surtace UPS. Full CO' cylinders cannol be shipped air. Payment either C.0.0., Visa. Master· 
Card. moneyorder. or cashiers check. All personal checks held until clear. California residents add 6% sales tax. 

BULLET SPEED METER 
CHIW NO C RA PH MO DEL '100 .• ,. • °'. OH 

•VELOCITY TEST YOUR 
RELOADS AND FIREARMS 

•509-689-2004 

SYSTEMS 
from 

$99 
•WRITE FOR FREE TEST REPORTS 

CusTOM CHRONOGRAPH Co. 
Box 1061-A, Brewster, WA 98812 

Greider's Custom .45 Shop 
• Highest Quality 

Work 
• Target, IPSC or 

Combat 
Conversions 

• Standard or Shooters Specifications 

For further information and specifications, contact : 

Bob Greider 
4625 Carrie Ann Lane 
Abilene, Texas 79606 

915-698-2006 

~ 
\\b 
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, . 1r:. r .... ~ "· 
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WILSON'S GUN SHOP, INC. 
Home of the World Championship WILSON COMBAT ACCU-COMP 
and the Record Setting WILSON COMBAT "PPC", is now able to 
offer " FOR SALE" Complete Custom Handguns. Some models in 
stock for immediate shipment, others available within 8 weeks. 

CALL 501-545-3618 
for details and 
ordering instructions. 

#130 MASTER GRADE ACCU-COMP ''LE'' $1465. 
#125 AC CU-COMP "LE" COMPETITION GUN $1290. 
WILSON COMBAT "PPC" $625. and up. 

(All built on New Colt or S&W Guns) 

WILSON'S GUN SHOP, INC. Rt. 3, Box 211-01 
Berryville, Ark_ 72616 

MASSAD F. A YOOB'S 
''IN THE GRAYEST EXTREME'' 

I' 1111 l.W\\ /<., I l\J Wl\11· 

I , , , "i'••vm.,I 

SECOND AMENDMENT FOUNDATION calls it "Must 
reading for anyone who keeps a firearm for self 

' defense." "Should be a mandatory purchase for 
1 anyone buying a gun." (Shooting Industry 

Magazine). "One of a kind." (LAW & ORDER). "17 
chapters of streetwise information that every gun 
owner needs. Ayoob pulls no punches!" (GUNS 
Magazine). "I leari:ied more about use of deadly 
force from this book than I did in law school." 
(Practicing attorney) 
This book teaches YOU how to use deadly force 
without being ravaged by a ciminal justice system 
that often seems to favor the lawless over the law
abiding. 

$7.95 
plus $1.50 postage an~ handling 

----GRAVEST EXTREME P.O. Box 122, Concord, N.H. 03301----

I Please check one: 
ID Check or Money Order - $9.45 

I
D Charge my MC No. 

Exp. date ---- ----- Name ID Charge my VISA No. Street 
I Exp. date City 

I
Bank on which account is drawn: I 
--------------State ip ___ _ 

L-------------------------------J 
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She shoots her Wilson .38 Super strong 
side from Rogers leather and uses a 160 grain 
roundnose bullet with 7. 0 grains of Blue Dot 
powder. 

A local favorite, Pamela Morris of the 
Cactus League, placed eighth. Pamela didn't 
do at all well in the qualifying match so I was 
surprised to see her in Saturday morning's 
shoot-off between the top eight women. 

When I asked her why she shot so much 
better in the Nationals than in the qualifier 
she replied simply, "I shoot better under pres
sure." 

She really does. Shooting her Hammond 5 
inch Colt .45 from Davis leather, Pamela 
took Lee Cole two in a row in the women's 
shoot-off. Then she did the same thing to 
Sally van Valzah and to Jo Anne Hall. 

Pamela was just warming up. When she 
met Christie Rogers they were shooting for a 
nickel Colt .380 (made available to the prize 
committee by Colt Firearms Division) . It 
was to be three out of five. Christie took the 
first bout. Pamela took the next three, the 
shoot-off and the Colt. 

As Pamela was putting away her gear after 
the shoot-out she summed up the perfor
mance of the women's shooting in the 
Nationals with three words : "We're good , 
girls!" -BEVERLY GORE CHAPMAN 

HANDLOADING 
Continued f rom page 2 7 

ing a 7/sthsx14x3-inch hexhead bolt into your 
reloading press to facilitate determining 
desired seating depth. 

"Ordinarily," says Dietle, "this adjustment 
is a trial-and-error process, performed with 
the use of the seating die. The disadvantage 
of using the seating die is inherent in the fact 
that the operation can't be observed. One 
must proceed in small increments, checking 
constantly, until the proper seating depth is 
discovered . 

"Using the 7/sths bolt , instead of the die, 
one can see both the case and the bullet 
during the entire operation. All you have to 
do is press the bullet up against the tip of the 
bolt until the case mouth is properly aligned 
with the cannelure. It is then an easy matter to 
adjust the seating die by lowering the seating 
plug until it contacts the correctly-seated bul
let. Subsequent seating is performed using 
the die." 

MORE FROM READERS 
Letters continue to hail hereward . Like the 

one from Scott Mccann, of Annapolis, Md. 
He recommends using freon to disolve lubri-, 
cant from sized cases, not combustible ether, 
which was suggested earlier, by another 
reader. 

Meanwhile, whether you're a beginner or a 
journeyman handloader, or a manufacturer 
of handloading tools, be assured that your 
contributions will be welcomed. 

The mailing address is Rt. 1, ....._ 
Box 7, Llano, California 93544. ~ 
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THE WORLD'S FASTEST HANDLOADING PRESS . 
. l J 

NEW! Deluxe Auto-Disk 
Powder Measure~ 
included with Press. 

Sold separa te ly :534 .!JS 

The Deluxe Auto-Disk Measure 
has carefully machined metering 
surfaces fo r even greate r ac
curacy and smooth operation. 
The hopper is buil t of tough 
pol ycarbon a te to provid e 
superior wear resistance. A triple 
chrome plated main casting gives 
the uni t its quality appearance. 
T his automa ted machin e is 
strongly recommended fo r use 
with the Progressive 
1000 or vol um e 
loaders. It is better 
sui ted fo r use with 
fi ne grain powders. 

EXCWSIVE 
FEATURES: 

> Automatic Index 
> Four Tube Case Feeder 
> Automatic Prime 
> Automatic Powder Charge 
> Loaded Rounds eject into 

chute to container 
> Die change in seconds 
> Highly jam resistant 
> Easy Set-up 
> Guaranteed 100,000 rounds 
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SPEED, simple operation, ease of caliber conver
sion and low price make the Lee Progressive 1000 
totally unique. This press is so trouble free you can 
actually process one case at a time without spill
ing powder or causing a jam-a great feature for 
set-up. Loaded rounds are ejected from the Shell 
Plateintoachutetoyourcontainer. Yousimplypull 
the lever and insert the bullet. All other operations 
are automatic. 

Complete press with Carbide Dies, Deluxe 
Auto Disk Powder Measure, Carrier with Shell 
Plate, Automatic Primer Feed and a Four1'ube 
Case Feeder. $199.98. 

CONVERSION TO ANOTHER CALIBER 
IS FAST ANO SIMPLE. 

Snap in a new turret • 
with a new set of dies. 
You can change the en-
tire shell plate carrier ...... 
mammute. Onescrew - #~ 
firmly clamps it to the 
ram . Shell Plate Carrier, 
complete with Shell Plate and 
Primer Feed is only $49.98. 

The Shell Plate Carrier is the 
heart of the Lee Progressive 1000 and is easily replaced in a minute. 
All of the parts needed to precisely index the shell plate, prime 
and eject the case are contained within this unit . It even has a 
chute to direct the loaded rounds to your container. The index 
mechanism is controlled by a single adjusting screw, easily ac
cessible from the fron t of the machine. No other adjustments 
are required except for setting the dies. 
An Automatic Primer Feed is included with each shell plate 

carrier. The detachable primer tray is not only easy to fill , it also 
turns the primers right side up. Every detail has been carefully 

thought out. Cases can be removed from each station for progress in
spection or to correct operator errors. 

If you already own Lee Dies, Turret and Powder Measure, you 
need only the Progressive 1000 Basic Press and a shell plate carrier 
for $124.98. Optional Case Feeder, $25.00. 

THE INNOVATIVE LEADER 
There Is Just tao much ta tell In this ad. 

Send 11.00 tar your 1985 catalog 
completely describing the 

Praoresslre 1000 and many other 
reload/no bargains! 

LEE PRECISION, INC. 
4275 HIGHWAY U HARTFORD WISCONSIN 53027 
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Now Available to 

HANDGUNNERS 
Shilen barrels are offered in two grades:"Lone St*r " 

and " Match" . They are made of a special 4140 
chrome moly steel, button rifled with eight lands and 

grooves, and stress relieved. 

~ ~ 

Caliber Groove Diameter Twist 
22 R.F. .222 16" 
22 C.F. .224 14" 

9 mm .355 16" 
38 .357 14" 

.357 .357 18" 
44 .429 20" 
45 .451 16" 

11/4 X 14" or 1%'' X 28" unturned blanks; smaller diameters can be 
made to customer specification. 

Insist on the best - Insist on Shi/en. 
Dealer Inquiries are invited. 

SHILEN RIFLES, INC. 
205 Metro Park Boulevard • Ennis, Texas 75119 • (214) 875-5318 

SHOOT A HANDGUN 
Reveals the expert's way to use your handguns safely, eff ectively and within the law. It 
describes, with helpfu l illust rations, the accepted techniques of shooting , and shows you how 
to choose the best handgun for you r particular needs. Learn how and where to s hoot, the 
care and c leaning of your weapons, firearms responsibility, what ammunition to purchase, 
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and much more. Features deta il ed photos of popular handg uns plus 
a special chapte r on defens ive pistol shooting. SHOOT A HANDG UN 
is the complete manual of handgun instruction that you'll refer to 
again and ;:i.gain. Inclu des a glossary of handgun terms. Make it part 
of your home li brary now! Only $8.95 plus $1.00 for postage and 
hand ling. HANDGUNNER BOOKS Suite 200 Dept. 24H-585 

591 Camino de la Reina, San Diego, CA 92108 
____ Send me a copy of SHOOT A HANDGUN. Enclosed find $8.95 
plus $1.00 for postage and handli ng. 
_ _ _ _ Charge my Credit Card _ __ Visa ____ MC 
Number __________ Exp. Date Initials __ 

NAME~~-------------------
ADDRESS--------=-=-=~------------
CITY STATE ZIP ____ _ 
California residents, add 6% sales tax . Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 

LEAD BUILD-UP 

*WIPE AWAY™ 
GUN CLEANING CL9TH 

JUST WIPE AWAY LEAD , B U RN RINGS, & CARB ON B U ILD-U P 
ON H A NDGUNS, RI FLES & SHOTGUNS 

THIS AMAZING CLOTH CLEANS, LEAVES A SPARKLING FINISH, 
IS INEXPENSIVE & LONG LASTING 

l can vouch tor 11 really working Jus1 one or 
two sw ipes of the clolh and leading around barrel 
disappears " 

- Jerome Rakusan (Editor ) 
American Handgunner 

Magazine 

• For removing leading & carbon build -up 
W IPE AWA Y IS the best l hal I have worked 
with to date • 

-BobZwirz 
Easlern Editorial Director 

Gun World And Annuals 

1. Removing lead from the lorcing cone , barrel and cy
l inders is no longer a task Simp ly cul a 1 / 2 " x1 / 2" 
paten and w rap 1t around an old brush ol the same cal 
iber A litt le scrubbing and lhe lead is gone Follow this 
w1!h a clean gun patch and that part is done 

2. To clean lhe lace ol the cyhnders simply wipe the 
lead away 
J. Lightly wipe the exterior w1lh lhe WIPE AWAY 
followed by a clean cloth and the JOb is fin i shed 

W ith the WIPE AWAY . 11 is no longer a messy and time 
consum ing JOb to clean a handgun 

Look tor It at your Local Dealer, or send $3.60 + 1.00 P & H to: 

Belltown, Ltd.-P.O. Box 74, Rt. 37, Sherman, CT 06784 
PATENTED 

PISTOLSMITHING 
Continued f rom page 25 

mer and sear are changed to a measurable 
degree, the hammer comes to rest a bit fur
ther forward than normal . The thumb safety 
will not engage unless the mating surface on 
its face is stoned to engage and lock the 
hammer in its new standing position . The 
grip safety may still function, but often it has 
to be stoned to engage and lock an after
market tr igger or to allow it to move enough 
to release the sear . 

In each of these cases, the parts involved 
are now sub-standard and no longer inter
changeable with stock dimension parts. 

If stoning was excessive, or if subse
quently a new stock tolerance hammer, sear 
and trigger are fi tted, the pistol will , in severe 
cases, fi re by a pull on the trigger with the 
thumb safety disengaged and no pressure on 
the grip safety. In other severe cases of toler
ance stacking, when the pistol is loaded and 
locked and the trigger is pulled, the sear will 
partially release. Left in this condition, the 
hammer will drop to half cock when the 
thumb safety is released without touching the 
tr igger or grip safety. The pistol might con
ceivably fire under these conditions if the half 
cock notch were defective, spring tension 
wrong or something of this nature, but I have 
never been able to induce anything but a drop 
to half cock during extensive testing. 

I have induced all of the effects listed by 
altering parts on a new Series 70 Combat 
Commander. The first listed condition is a 
common fault in poorly executed trigger 
jobs. Test your pistol by cocking the hammer 
on an empty chamber, then pulling the trigger 
without depressing the grip safety. The sec
ond condition can be detected in some seem
ingly excellent trigger jobs by a method I've 
named the YARF test. (Yank and Retain 
Function Test.) 

'YARF' TEST 
To perform a YARF test, cock and lock the 

pistol on an empty chamber. Pull sharply and 
hard on the tr igger, with the grip safety 
depressed . You have to apply some 50 
pounds of pressure at peak, about the level 
that might be applied in convulsive gripping 
of the pistol during the F ight or Flight 
Syndrome. 

Next, hold the pistol with the rear of the 
slide near your ear and pull the hammer back 
toward full cock. If you hear a very slight 
'tick' sound , the sear was moved into shallow 
engagement by the pull , due to tolerance 
stack-up. 

This situation, in a Series 70 or earlier 
pistol, could , obviously, result in the hammer 
fall ing to half cock when the thumb safety is 
released. 

Results of these tests may indicate the need 
for a new sear, hammer, thumb safety, grip 
safety, sear or hammer pin, sear spring, dis
connector, trigger or possibly a new frame 
with normal size pin holes properly spaced. 
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What purpose does allowing for tolerance 
or a slight difference in part size serve? With
out a slight allowance, no mass production of 
mechanical objects would be possible. The 
same materials, machined or cast in an identi
cal manner will always result in parts of a 
slightly different size, under realistic man
ufacturing conditions. This is not a problem 
ifthe size range is kept within manufacturing 
tolerances allowed by the engineers, who 
have calculated to provide a range of latitude 
that still results in proper operation of the 
pistol or other finished product. 

For instance, no gear train would operate 
without clearance between the gear teeth. 
Similarly, a sear would not swing out of 
engagement if it were frozen on an oversize 
sear pin that was jammed into the frame. So, 
allowable tolerances are necessary for proper 
operation of the pistol. 

Excessive tolerances could result in mal
functions, the severity of which would be in 
direct proportion to the excesses. The YARF 
test will quickly detect any potential prob
lems, and now that you understand how to 
apply it and what it signifies, you should have 
more confidence in your ...... 
combat pistols. '"°"' 

Continued from page 30 

Without sponsorships or heavy tourna
ment bread , the sport has remained the 
domain of the average man; enthusiasts to be 
sure, but still amateurs in it for the fun. 
Because of this there isn't a cadre of perpetual 
winners-but there are quite a few dedicated 
shooters who are always in contention. 

Always nice-guy Dave Whitman, who has 
probably trophied at every Internationals 
ever held , shot another 80 in Prod-Int (as he 
did in 1983) and weathered the shoot-offs to 
end up second . Mike Averre tagged two tar
gets less than Lon in 1983 and 1984 in Rev-Int 
to finish fourth and sixth respectively. Jim 
Jonasen went straight in Un-Int both years, 
but drew a fourth and a tenth out of the shoot 
offs. 

Places, to a large extent, are determined 
by shootoff scores, and as these are often 
trick-shot events the really top shooters don't 
always end up on top. But the aggregate 
competition does indeed separate the shoot
ers from the shoe clerks; Mike finished first 
with 292X320, Lon second with 291 and Jim 
third with another 291. Top shooting indeed. 

(Not to be picky, but it seems to me that the 
shootoffs for the top places ought to really 
measure a shooter's prowess, not just their 
luck in some trick shot shoot. I'd like to see 
the best lay down to a 40 target match on the 
half-size silhouettes; that'd settle it and well 
and truly test a shooter's mettle.) 

The guns that won and were used in the top 
classes are the same ones that have been 
winning in the last year or two. 

In Production the uniform of the day is the 
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ACCURACY· D EPEN DABI LITY-0 UALITY 
··Jarvis guns are the most 
consistently accurate guns 
I've sh ot"'. - John Pride 

• PPC GUNS 
•BIANCHI 

REVOLVERS 

•PIN GUNS 
e IPSC GUNS 

ALSO: 

HOLDE R OF CALIFORNIA 

S TA TE ··1s oo·· MA TCH RECORD 

1498· 11 6X 

MT·1 AIMPOINT MOU NT 

FOR BULL BARRELL 
REVOLVERS 

JARVIS 6UNSMITHING / 4418 LARISTONE CR./ ORANGE. CA 92669 / (714) 538-2603 
SEND $1 FOR PICTURE CATALOGUE 

-•- Custom 
Pistols 

J. MICHAEL PLAXCO 
Highest quality workmanship by a champion 
competitor: 
• Member World Champion USA IPSC "Gold" 

Pistol Team. 1982 
• Twice Winner Mid-Winter Targetworld 

Championship, 1980 and 1982. 
• Third Place in USA IPSC Nationals, 1981 
Developer of the Plaxco Compensator System 

For more information and gun specifications: 
J. Michael Plaxco, Rt. l Box 203 
Roland, Arkansas 72135 501-868-9787 

NEW FROM JOHN SHAW 
A companio n volume 10 John 

Shaw' s fir st book , }·011 Ca11 '1 ,\liss. 
\"e1·N .\!1sJ Again can help everyo ne 
fro m beginner to c.wen. to be a bcu er 
' hot. To-1 he- rm in1 an d ea!iy-10- rcad, 
.\,,1·er ,\In.\ 1\gain co nta ins more than 
175 a ll ne» phmograph ~ : it al so 
featu re., a c hapt e r o n one o f the most 
impo rtan t a spects of ~ h oot in g well 
-mental nmdilioning . 

O rd er yo ur copy tod a y. 

• 59 .95 

SHAW SPEED•E•LOAD You Can' t Miss 
;\ nc" maga11ru: guide 1ha! aid' in a 
fa>,!cr. \ llll'othcr reload. 

• \ l adl· of J 16 "ita1nlc\'> 5tccl 

• Dl''>lgncd for all ("oh 19 1 ! ~ lodch 

Jo hn Sha\\'!! be~ t se lling fi rs t 
book will help ~uu be a belier 
sho t, in an y ~ ituat ion . 

• '\,n Ahcrnall lm \ "c,:c,\ar' 

• Shp' on Jn Sc.:ond' 
• l1fctmll'Ciu;11 a mcc 

$29.95 

Shaw Pro Shooler' s Case 
• 9 ..,cparaic ,·urnparlnll'nl<, to pn>IC(! ~ml 

urii.u111c\<l11r,hunl1Hi/.i/.Car 

• I "" rcrnm~ihk 11> '' '9' " lull p.1ddcd 11ppcred 
f'l.llldl<'' io .:1m1pll-tcl\ pn11c,·1 }otH g.un' 

• \1 adl' lrom durah!c lhqJOnl (.1dura rn lon 

• l n1"c1i/.h1ci..IJ1l( N)!h' 

• \l u-c 1utallaH•uml ' huott·r 

$9 .95 

$74 . 95 

Designed perso na lly by Jo hn Shaw. 
th i~ magazine pad is shaped to fit the 
contours of your hand 10 he lp you 
change t:l ips easier, faster, ~ urer. It i ~ 

made of the h ig hest-q uality plasti c 10 
be unbreak a ble and easil y deaned wit h 
your regular sol vent. 

The Shaw Ultra .\ lagaLine Pad 
co mes with two <;elf-ta pp ing screw~ and 
will fit all Colt 191 l Model .45 
maga7ines. 

$1.75 or 10 for SIS .00 

1985 Classes now fo rmin g at Mid-South 
lns1itute o f Self-Defense Shooting. Limit 
10 student s per class. Write fo r brochure 
a nd class dates . 

ORDER FORM 
Name ___________ _ 
Address __________ _ 
Cit y ____________ _ 
Stat e/ Zip _________ _ 
: · Never Miss Again ~ Magazine Pad 

Shaw Speed • E•Load 
L, Pro Shooter's Case L You Can 't Miss 
Ad $2 .00 Postage and handling per o rd er. 

Send orders & inquires to: 
Mid-South Institute of 
Self-Defense Shoot ing 

503 Stonewall 
Memphi s, Tennessee 38112 

(901) 725-1450 
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~~~· :us~tME~UNS 
~ PIN AND COMBAT .45 AUTO'S - COMP. 11 

Kart Match Barrel - Tapered Cone System 
6 Port Holes - Machin ed From 4140 - Fixed 

Solid to Barrel - Full len gth Recoil Spring and 
Compensator Guide - Keeps Compens3tor Centered 
During Cycling - Prec isi on Machined to Each Gun 

Guaranteed 2 1/2 " 10 Shot Groups at 5'.l Yds. 
STAYS AS UNIT IN SLIDE OR EASILY REMOVED FOR 

CLEANING 
CUSTOM X-P lOO'S + T / C'S - CUSTOM REVOLVERS 

1725 MINESITE ROAD ALLENTOWN, PA. 18103 
SEND A BUCK FOR CATALOG 

IHMSA - P.P.C. IPSC 
PHONE 215-398-2362 

Patent Pending 

A New Dimension in Shooting Excitement 

Something to think about if you own a handgun for home or self defense ... 
Did you know that , according to the latest F.8.1 . stat istics , conventional target range shoot ing is not 
particularly effective training for real world gunfights7 " Point" shooting is, and the incredi ble new 
Rabaser •• (RAH BAY ZER ) pistol is the easiest, sa fest and most convenient means of learn ing this 
kind of defensive shoot ing ever devised. If you prefer recreational shooting, Guns Magazine said, 
"the sport of plinking will be revolution ized by the Ra baser." Playboy Magazine was so im pressed 
with the Raba ser's beauty and performance , it featured it as the centerfold of its prestigious 
Ch ri stmas Gift Guide. To find out what this amazingly ve rsatile shooting invention will do for you see 
your loca I sporting goods dealer or ca 11 tol I free 1-800-255-1010 for a free colo r brochure . 

Rabaser Pistol , Protect ive Case, 
Baser Ammo & Ill ustrated Instructions . .... ....... $69.95 complete +$2.50 shp . 

30-Day Money-Back Guarantee Dealer Inquiries Welcome 1-Year Limited Warranty 

l~ NnuP J,rm'S t~ff11vr'1n 9125 BARTON DEPT. HG5 
. i 'h-tc-- "'-' C'\l_, Omru ''c-- . OVERLAND PARK, KS 66214 

TIC Contender in 7mm TCU. There was a 
scattering of Merrills and last year's new
comer, the Wichita International (about one 
in 10). 

Like last year, the Revolver classes have 
gone from Ruger Super B's to Dan Wesson's. 
The double action is just easier to control 
(and hence shoot more accurately) due to 
greater weight and better grip angle than the 
single action, and the sights and triggers 
seem to be better, out-of-the box, on the big 
Dans. The only question seems to be whether 
the .44 mag or the .357 Super Mag is the 
best; last year the latter dominated the Rev
lnt class - this year it was the former. The 
.375 Super Mag, the hot item this past year, 
was nowhere to be found on the results 
sheets. Too much of a good thing, the car
tridge doesn't seem to live up to its promise. 

Unlimited, for the umpteenth year, con
tinues to be the province of the custom-built 
XP-100. Remington's own silhouette pistol 
just hasn't caught on due, no doubt, to the 
hassle involved in forming brass as the gun 
shoots better out-of-the-box than most shoot
ers. There was a scattering of Wichita 
unlimiteds, and the occasional custom-built 
TIC. The specially-built XP-100 dominates 
even in the lower classes, where a good 
shooting TIC Super 14 in 7mm TCU (to 
match your Production gun) would be plenty. 
Peer pressure I guess. 

In Standing it's more the shooter than the 
pistol, but most everyone sticks with their 
single-shot for the event; and as that's the one 
they use in Production, it's nearly always a 
TIC7mm TCU. 

The IHMSA long range silhouette game 
has had a substantial effect on the firearms 
industry, and come Internationals time they 
remember. There's a growing interest in the 
event by the non-firearms industry too, as 
more and more businesses realize that shoot
ers spend money too. In any event the busi
ness community was generous this year, 
providing over $50,000 in prizes to be dis
tributed to the participants. As the IHMSA 
doesn't shoot for loot, this largess went into 
entry packets , door prizes and special 
awards ; not bad odds of winning something 
worthwhile when there was only 1600 
entrants to divide it up among! 

The member's delegates met one evening 
to hear the officers report on the year gone by 
and to discuss and consider potential changes 
to the sport's rules. The IHMSA originated 
only a year after the sport informally began, 
and their rules were the first to be promul
gated. They've been refined over the ensuing 
years, but have never changed much from the 
first adoption. Change in the past has been 
small, with this year no exception. All were 
minor enough (most were in the way of clari
fication) that you would have to be a pretty 
careful student of the existing rules to catch 
the modifications. The only one of any real 
significance is the allowance of auxiliary 
lenses or lopes, as long as they are attached to 
the eyeglass frame. This change was made to 
allow optical help for failing eyes ; only time 
will tell if this rule is taken advantage of by 
those that don't need vision correction, but 
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are looking for any edge. 
That the organization has done a lot for 

shooters is amply demonstrated by the 
advances in equipment and components 
and the number of shooters that turn out to 
shoot their matches. That the group is not 
going to rest on it's laurels is shown by the fact 
that they are right now working to build an 
eastern home range to host next ~ 
year's event. ~ 

CONVERSATION 
Co11ti1111ed from page 32 

niques that you know you're going to need . 
JW: What if you knew th e layout 
beforehand? 
RL: I still wouldn't set it up. I like to break 
my practice down into the most basic aspects 
of shooting. 

For example, if I'm practicing for an 
assault stage in which I have to shoot three 
targets through a window, re-holster and run 
to the next shooting area, [Editor's note: Pre
cisely! One stage in the Nationals included 
exactly this scenario.] I only practice shoot
ing the three targets. I don't practice the run 
because I know how to run. 
JW: You never string them together and run 
the complete course? 
RL: No, because when I do, I get too 
involved with the total scheme at the expense 
of the discrete shooting problems that require 
intense concentration. The next thing I know, 
I've finished the match but can't remember 
shooting it , and that's bad . 

The El Presidente is another example. It's 
too complicated to practice all in one piece 
and get any real benefit. You do a turning 
draw, shoot two shots each at three different 
targets, reload , and put two more shots on 
each of the three targets. It involves a lot of 
target acquisition, a lot of multiple-shot tar
gets, a draw, a turn and a reload. This all 
happens in five to ten seconds. You can't do 
any one of the segments with care. Instead , 
you should practice the elements: practice the 
turn and draw, practice shooting and reload
ing, and practice shooting multiple targets. 
Break it down and do them separately. 
JW: Do you think the limited amount of prize 
money given at the Nationals is appropriate? 
RL: I don't care ifIPSC gives prize money or 
not. It's not a money shoot and was never 
meant to be. I think people are getting too 
tied up in the money question. Yes, it would 
be nice to be able to make expenses at every 
match you shoot, but that's where I draw the 
line. I don't want to get rich off shooting
that's never been a factor with me - but I 
would like to be able to afford to go to all the 
matches I'd like to. It's always nice to win 
something, but it's a lot nicer to shoot well. 
JW: You've won the IPSC World and 
National Championships in the same year, 
which has never been done before. Has the 
success changed your life in any way? 
RL: Winning big tournaments hasn't 
changed my attitude about shooting or about 
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my own ability, it just confirmed that I had the 
ability to win . But I don't think much about 
the titles as such. I don't concern myself with 
what's already happened ; I'm more interested 
in what I'm doing now or going to do in the 
future. Now, I can't say that I'm not enjoying 
it - it's a lot more fun to win than it is to lose. 
And success in competition is an ego grati
fication, but I don't think the winner of a 
given championship is necessarily the best 
shooter. The way I look at it, the best shooter 
is the guy who consistently places high in the 
big matches over the course of the season. 
JW: Who does well by that yardstick? 
RL: According to my informal rating sys
tem, whoever has the best average in the Big 
Four matches -Bian c hi Cup , IPSC 
Nationals, IPSC World Shoot and Steel Chal
lenge - he's your best shot. It eliminates the 
specialists. For the record , Brian [Enos] wins 
it every year. 

JW: Where would your career have gone 
without your friendship and shooting part
nership with Brian? 
RL: Down the tubes. I'd have lost interest a 
long time ago. I'd have lost interest the first 
time I went to a match and didn't do well . 
Brian keeps me going-he makes me work. 
And he makes all the travel arrangements and 
I kind of just go along for the ride. Even now, 
on the days we're scheduled to practice, if I 
don't feel like going, he makes me. He's much 
more conscientious than I am. 
JW: Do you help him? 
RL: I keep him from gett ing sloppy. If he 
gets sloppy, I win. Ifl get sloppy, he wins. We 
learn a lot from each other. We don't give 
each other much slack, and it keeps both of us 
on line. 
JW: What's your opinion on the IPSC holster 
controversy? 
RL: Personally, I'm using what I would use if 
there were no rules at all - strong side, hip 
carry, gun straight up-and-down. I move it 
around for different matches. If I know I don't 
have to run an assault course or shoot from a 
car where I need it out of the way, I move it 
slightly forward. But normally I keep it right 
on the side of the hip. 
JW: How do you feel about rules which 
mandate a given holster position or eliminate 
certain holsters or other equipment? 
RL: I'm dead against outlawing anything. In 
this sport, the shooting problems are so var
ied, any equipment that's too specialized is 
going to come back to haunt you. Even some
thing as popular as a cross draw holster is 
going to be a disadvantage somewhere. I try 
to use what I've found to be the best all
around equipment - the best stuff for the wide 
range of shooting we're required to do. 
JW: Is that your definition of "practical?" 
RL: I don't like to use the term "practical" 
because I think it's over-used . I like to have 
equipment that works well for every conceiv
able thing I'm going to have to do in a match. 

Anything that helps you in one aspect of a 
match is going to hurt you somewhere else. If 
you push the limits too far in one direction, 
it's going to be too specialized. I want equip
ment that isn't a disadvantage anywhere , but I 
want to be the judge of that. There shouldn't 

be any rules on equipment. 
Look, if you want to shoot a five-inch gun, 

fine. If that's your definition of "practical," 
fine. Just don't drag me down with you. Don't 
try to outlaw something just because you're 
afraid my equipment gives me an advantage 
over you. 
JW: How many practice rounds do you fire 
in a year? 
RL: Oh, 20,000 or so. That's less than most 
other top competitors. I'm careful not to over
drill myself, because if I take the approach 
that, "By golly, I'm going to shoot until I get it 
right ," I'll never get it right. The mental 
aspects are much more important. You have 
to shoot in order to have the confidence, but 
when you reach a certain level of proficiency, 
you can cut way back on the number of 
rounds fired in practice. 
JW: Is there one single talent or aptitude 
that's been crucial to your success? 
RL: If I have a gift, it's the ability to learn 
quickly. For example, I'd never shot a bowl
ing pin in my life until I participated recently 
in the Coor's Pin Busters World Champion
ship in Los Angeles. I figured shooting is 
shooting, so I shot a few tables the day before 
the match and was able to do pretty well in 
the tournament. [Editor's note: Read about 
the Pin Busters match on page 46.] That's 
where the "P" for Practical comes in . It's the 
ability to cope with any shooting situation 
you encounter. T he ultimate practical 
shooter is not defined by his equipment, but 
rather by his ability to show up and do what
ever the problem requires, right now, on 
demand. 

That's why I think the surprise and semi
surprise match format gives me an advantage 
over a shooter who needs to reinforce things 
in his mind by doing them. He wants to 
experience it before he goes to the line in a 
match. I just look out there, see what I've got 
to do, and do it. 
JW: What's yo ur adv ice to as piring 
champions? 
RL: The single most important thing is go 
out and enjoy yourself. Keep in mind why 
you're doing it-don't get caught up in 
less important aspects-don't ~ 
forget to have fun. ~ 
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Co11ti1111ed from page 45 

The trick here is the scoring. Such courses 
are usually scored 'Comstock ,' which means 
that the total number of points is divided by 
the time it took to run the course. This is fine 
for competition , but police qualifications are 
'pass-fail'; in PPC qualifications, an officer 
must score at least 75 percent of a perfect 
score to qualify. 

Repass solved the scoring problem by 
working out a series of scoring tables for 
each course, figuring the score for the best 
possible run, then working the percentages 
back from that. 

"We can get a lot more training in with l2 
rounds in these types of courses than with 60 
rounds in a PPC type course," Repass says. 
"The courses run faster, and we can get peo
ple through two or three times. We can teach 
them something as well as qualifying them." 

Orlando officers are required to qualify 
with their duty guns, S&W .38 revolvers, 
four times a year. High qualifying officers get 
an extra benefit - extra money on their 
paycheck , which gives an added incentive to 
practice combat shooting. Officers who fail 
to qualify find themselves saddled to a desk 
until they can go through eight hours of train
ing and a requalification. 

Repass, a IO-year veteran who also serves 
on Orlando's SWAT team, hadn't given much 
thought to altering the tried and true methods 
of police firearms training until a couple of 
years back. IPSC veterans Bill Rogers and 
David Churilla - now World IPSC vice-pres
ident - came to Orlando to demonstrate the 
'new' way of shooting for the the SWAT team. 

"To be fair, my first response was, 'These 
civilians are going to show me how to 
shoot?' " Repass says, laughing at the mem
ory. Rogers set up an £/ Presidente 
exercise-three targets 10 meters away 
spaced one meter apart. A 'no-shoot' target 
partially obscured two of the targets. 

Beginning with his back to the targets, 
Rogers turned , drew from a concealed carry 
holster, fired six shots, reloaded and fired six 
more, all in a little over six seconds. 

"My second thought ," Repass says, "was I 
was supposed to be protecting them ?" 

Repass quickly became involved in IPSC 
competition , so involved , in fact, that he 
served a one-year stint as IPSC Sectional 
Coordinator. He encourages all his officers to 
shoot in IPSC matches, and the central Flor
ida matches all have a high level of police 
involvement. 

Although it's become fashionable to dis
count IPSC as only slightly more practical 
then PPC or bullseye shooting, Repass found 
something entirely different. 

"The more involved I became," he says, 
"the more I found IPSC to be a vast reservoir 
of knowledge and enthusiasm." 

Repass found a number of points that he 
felt IPSC could give to police training , 
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including realistic courses of fire , movement 
wi th the weapon, a lack of standardized 
courses that officers could memorize and 
practice, anatomically correct targets, multi
ple targets, full -house loads and the IPSC 
equal emphasis on speed, accuracy and 
power. 

As he became more involved with IPSC, 
Repass began considering a major change in 
police firearms training. It took a year of 
preparation 

'i:\t first, there was a lot of bitching and 
moaning," Says Officer Mike Holloway, who 
works with Repass. "Now the officers want to 
do it more. It's fun." 

Also, Repass adds, the realistic courses 
tend to scare officers when they realize that 
thei r chances of survivi ng a similar 'real ' 
encounter would be close to zero. For the 
first time they can see a relationship between 
their scores and their chances of making it 
through a gunfight alive. 

"We still do a modified 60-round PPC 
course," Repass adds, "but our emphasis is on 
quick, close-in shooting." 

Another change in Orlando's trai ning pro
cedure is the inclusion of their issue pump 
shotgun in qualifying. Until the change, shot
guns had been sort of the stepch ildren of 
firearms training. The guns - usually bat
tered Remington 870s-were issued and 
neve r thought of again until they were 
needed. 

"We took every shotgun out of every car 
and tore them down," says Officer Mike Hol
loway. "Roughtly one-third could have fa iled 
during the firefight. Three percent would 
have failed." 

The most recent qualifying course, which 
I attended, the 'Shotgun Scramble,' including 
both shotgun and pistol against metal targets, 
including a mover. Repass is a great believer 
in metal targets for police training. 

"Metal targets train the subconscious, like 
shooting tin cans when you where a kid ," 
Repass says. "On paper targets, you don't see 
your mistakes or your successes. With a 
metal target , your subconscious knows and 
records when you do something correctly. 
We've found that using metal targets, we can 
train people in one-third the time as with 
paper targets." 

On the 'Shotgun Scramble,' the officer 
starts seated in a patrol car with both hands 
on the steering wheel and the shotgun locked 
in its rack between the two seats. On the start 
signal , the officer releases the shotgun and 
exits the car, then engages four Pepper Pop
pers with the shotgun at ranges of from 10 to 
15 yards from the rear of the patrol car. The 
officer lays the shotgun on the trunk of the 
car, draws his or her duty weapon and moves 
to the front of the car, taking cover and 
engaging a Pepper Popper at 10 yards and a 
moving target at 20 yards. If the shooter has 
two rounds or less at that point, a reload is 
mandatory before moving to the next bar
ricade position, where there are Poppers at 10 
and 15 yards and a stop plate at 10 yards. 

If the officer finishes the course in less than 
50 seconds, he or she qualifies. 

When I ran the course, I was presented 
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GENUINE COLT-MADE 
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COLT MAGAZINES* ·New Reduced Prices ® 
AUTHORIZED 

Stock # Coll Part # 
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5335 53355B 
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5104 51032B 
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5022 50225 
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.45 Blue 21.00 16.80 

.45 Nickle 23.00 18.50 
9mm Blue 21.00 16.80 
9mm Nickle 23.00 18.50 
.38 Super Blue 21 .00 16.80 
.38 Super Nickle 23.00 18.50 
.22 Conversion Blue 28 .50 22.80 
.380 Government Mdl 14.00 11.20 
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MODERN PRACTICAL and 
DEFENSIVE SHOOTING 

is being taught at the. CHAPMAN 
ACADEMY OF PRACTICAL SHOOTING. 
Courses are now available for pistol, 
rifle and shotgun. The courses have 
been attended and praised by world 
class competitive shooters as well as 
law enforcement and military person
nel . For information write: 

SUBSCRIBE TO 
AMERICAN 

HANDGUNNER 

CHAPMAN ACADEMY 
P.O . BOX 7035 • Columbia, MO 65205 

(314 ) 696-5544 

BUY RIGHT WITH 
FRANZITE 
Most durable grips made, p recis1on-f1tted tor 
foreign and domestic handguns. Conven· 
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Reusable 1ndef1rntely. For a FREE sample, 
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RANCH PRODUCTS. RO. Box 145. Malonca . OHIO 43535 

with probably the rattiest 870 pump I've ever 
seen (although, I was told , new shotguns are 
in the offing) and a stainless S&W in a duty 
r ig. The run was uneventful except for the 
seconds lost while I waited for the shotgun to 
cycle itself. The range officer, quickly recog
nizing a case of ''.Automatic Shotgun Syn
drome," shouted "It's a pump!" Thanks. My 
time was 26 seconds, giving me a percentage 
score of 89. 

Most of the officers I saw run the course 
seemed to enjoy it , and most times ran in the 
30-40 second region. Fifteen seconds, by the 
way, is considered a perfect score, although 
Repass has run the course in considerably 
less. 

I saw two fa ilures to qualify, including a 
reserve officer and a detective who came to 
the line with his gun unloaded. After he 
cl icked through al l five cylinders of the little 
S& W, he held up his hand and asked to start 
over. Repass , running the range, said , 
"Reload!" The detective argued fo r a while, 
then reloaded and fi nished the course. Need
less to say, he was not a happy man. 

"Old style tra ining," Repass says, "teaches 
bad habits, and bad habits can get you killed . 
IPSC-sty le courses teach good habits 
proper use of barricades, double-tapping 
rather than emptying your gun , fast reloads, 
things like that." 

In a tact ical situation, he adds, the sub
conscious mind takes over. 

"In condition red , Repass says, "you'll do 
what you're trained to do." 

While he is quick to admit that every type 
of training has its limitations, he is convinced 
that IPSC-style training will help to keep his 
officers alive. 

For departments interested in Orlando's 
training methods, Repass has prepared a 
pac kage of course desc r iptions, scor ing 
charts and other helpful materials. Contact 
him at: 

Frank Repass 
Range Officer 
Orlando Police Department 
100 S. Hughey Ave. 
Orlando, FL 
(305) 849-2468 

His advice to departments changing over 
is to start out simple-"The change is going 
to be hard enough" - and to keep explaining 
the reasons for changing over. 

IPSC isn't j ust for civilians. Talk to your 
chief and your training offi cer. Explain that 
you would very much like to survive a gun
fi ght. And po int out that the best best way 
to tra in fo r survival ...... 
isIPSC. ~ 

CROSSFIRE CON 
Continued f r-om page 44 

pos1t1on ineffectual. Besides, competitors 
shooting from this position are fo rced to 
re load fro m a n ex tre me ly ine ffective 
position. 

Another fatal weakness of PPC is that such 
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matches rarely if ever include any night 
shooting and flashlight techniques. Most 
shootings take place under low light settings, 
and to ignore reality is inexcusable. 

Ammunition is another sore spot. The 
loads used are target loads, and, coupled with 
the heavy bull-barrel guns, produce recoil 
that cannot be intelligently compared with the 
recoil of service ammo. Furthermore, a great 
deal is being done these days in the area of 
law suits targeted against police training. 
Qualifying with light loads, while carrying 
+ P or Magnum loads is fraught with legal 
peril . 

Often , we see departments substitute ser
vice ammo for light loads without changing 
the course time limits substantially. While 
this is a tiny step in the right direction , it is 
not enough. 

In order to approach acceptability, PPC 
would have to undergo radical surgery. Time 
limits on the various stages would have to at 
least be halved . Multiple targets, and the 
proper use of cover would have to be 
included. Duty holsters and ammo carriers 
would be required instead of all the trick gear 
currently in vogue. 

The chances of thi s happening are 
extremely slight. Why? Well, first of all , the 
current form of PPC is easy to run and allows 
a large number of officers to qualify quickly. 
Setting up a course using multiple targets in 
front and in other places would , of course, 
require much greater investment of time and 
money to train officers. 

Secondly, all too often such courses are 
chosen because they are convenient for the 
range crews. ALI too often, unfortunately, 
those working in such settings are there for a 
variety of reasons that have little to do with a 
dedication to helping officers survive. 

Thirdly, it's extremely difficult to buck tra
dition. Police executives don't like being told 
they're wrong, and for someone to point out 
the program they endorsed in the past is 
inadequate is an extremely difficult pill to 
swallow. Range officers who do so will prob
ably find themselves replaced with more pli
able individuals. 

PPC was introduced by the FBI almost 50 
years ago. It's illogical to believe that a coun
try that has put a man on the moon in the 
ensuing years could not offer us a better way 
to train officers. 

The FBI, of course, has radically changed 
their qualifying course to incorporate the 
Weaver stance and the .357 Magnum . Real
izing that their program was not meeting the 
survival needs of their agents, they changed 
it. If only more agencies possessed their fore
sight and commitment. 

Now, I realize that most of the police 
departments have embraced PPC, but 'might 
has never made right.' Police firearms train
ing in this country is generally inadequate, 
regardless of the size and location of the 
department. I routinely travel the length and 
breadth of this country on magazine assign
ments and after a first-hand examination of 
many such programs, I am deeply concerned 
about the state of such affairs. 

Frankly, I've always been concerned about 
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people who try to justify their activities as 
'practical .' I don't care if they want to study 
ESP as a method of catching drunk drivers, 
but don't waste my time trying to convince 
me such an activity is practical . 

I guess it all depends on whether you want 
to be a 'Wadcutter Warrior' or a cop prepared 
to survive a lethal confrontation. The former 
will fill your shelves with trophies, while the 
latter will allow you to be around long 
enough to see your ~ 
kids grow up. ~ 

CROSSFIRE PRO 
Co11ti11ued from page 44 

against it must be dealt with on a one-to-one 
basis. Without belaboring the issue, here are 
some of the more frequently heard 
complaints: 

The time-limits are too long. When com
pared to some other fast and fancy combat 
courses, the times in PPC are slow. But as I 
stated before, good and lasting firearms 
training is a gradual process ; you must learn 
to crawl before you can walk, and walk 
before you run . PPC is where the novice 
shooter is given the time to experiment with 
his equipment and technique, and at the same 
time, develop sound habits of marksmanship 
that will carry over into other shooting 
endeavors. Also, keep in mind that firing 12 
rounds in 25 seconds at a stationary target at 
7-yards may be child's play for some, but for 
others it can be an immensely difficult task 
until their skills improve. The difficulty fac
tor of a timed course is relative. 

The equipment used in PPC is not prac
tical. This is a common complaint based on 
misconception. Although it's true that buU
barrels and heavy ribs are used , that's only 
part of the story. At most PPC matches there 
are also provisions made for the use of stock 
guns and ammo. In fact , one of the NRA's 
highest PPC awards is the coveted gold Dis
tinguished Badge- given to police shooters 
who have satisfactorily demonstrated their 
abilities with an unaltered gun using factory 
ball ammo. In addition to the Distinguished 
six-inch match, there is also a stock four-inch 
and two-inch revolver match at the National 
Police Revolver Championships held 
annually. This revelation may pop a few bub
bles, but, contrary to popular opinion, PPC 
tries to offer a balanced program of shooting 
for the police officer. 

PPC encourages the use of gimmicks. As 
for the assumption that all the gimmicks used 
in PPC are worthless gadgets, I submit the 
lowly speedloader for your consideration. 
Thought to be just another 'trick' item a few 
years ago by the purists, speed-loaders 
proved their worth in the mid-70s at numer
ous PPC matches around the country before 
being accepted by a few forward-thinking 
law enforcement agencies. Now, it's rare not 
to see speed-loaders on the Sam Browns of 
uniformed officers no matter where or whom 
they work for. This a classic example of PPC 

p•••••••••1111 
• • 
: COLUMBIA 
• HUNTER 
• HOLSTER 

• • • • • • • • 

For revolvers with 4" or 
longer barrels. the holster 
is fully lined. is designed for 
rugged durability and can 
be installed thru belt slot in 
3 different positions. Avail
able in plain. basketweave 

and flower design at deal
ers or by mail. 
Write for Free Catalog for 
all details on comple te 
Lawrence line of over 100 
holster sty les and othe r 
shooting accessories . 

THE GEORGE LAWRENCE CO. 

• • • • • • • • • • I.oil .5 ••• ti • . ligi 9114.I 

THE LEWIS LEAD REMOVER 
SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED 

$11.75 
Revolver Cleaning Kit. Removes leading from Forc ing Cone. 
Cyl inder. and Barrel. Available in c i1hcr 38-41-44-45 cal. Brass 
cloth patches (Pk . JO) $2.30 . O rder direct or from your dealer. 
Check or Money Order plus $1. 50 postage & handling. 

~ GUN SPECIALTIES, INC. 
~ P.O. Box 31 College Park . Georgia 30337 

SPORTERIZE •BLUE ANO BROWN• RELOAD• 
• BASIC ANO MASTER GUN REPAIR • 

PLUS MUCH. MUCH MOREi 

LEARN EVERYTHING YOU 'LL NEED TO KNOW TO 
GET YOU STARTED IN THE CAREER YOU WANT! 
LIFETIME CONSULTATION SERVICE AT NO COST. 

BE A SUCCESSFUL GUN PRO! 

OVER 40.000 STUDENTS SINCE 1946 

Send lor FREE FACTS or call 602-990-8346 

Please RUSH FREE facts on how I can become a professional gunsmith 
the QUICK easy home study way No Obllgat1on No salesman will call 
CHECK FOR VA 01 GI 0 ACTI VE 0 RETIRED 

NAME _________ _ _ AGE __ 

ADDRE SS __ _ 

CITY STATE --ZIP I 
MODERN GUN REPAIR SCHOOL dept. MF55 

~3~ ~S~ P~E~,~Z~A~O~ 
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Leather Cases 
Single, Double and Tr iple genuine 
leather cases available for all HKS 
Speed lciaders. Black, Brown or Tan . 
No. 105 Sing le $13.95 
No. 103 Double $18.95 
No. 102 Triple $18.95 (No Flap) 

• 
• SMITH & WESSON 

.38, .357, 22-J, 22-K, .41 Mag., 

.44 Spec., .44 Mag., .45 Auto Rim, 

.45 Colt Long, .9MM 
• COLT .38, .357, .22 
• RUGER .38, .357, .44 Mag., 

Security Six, Speed Six, Red Hawk 
•DAN WESSON 

.38, .357, .22 LR., .44 
•CHARTER ARMS 

.22, .38, .357, .44 Special , .22 L.A. 
• H&R .22 L.A., 9-Shot 

See Your Local Gun Dealer 

HKS Products, Inc. 
7841 Foundation Drive 
Florence, Ky. 41042 

having a positive effect on police firearms 
and equipment. 

The 50-yard stage is impractical. All the 
recorded statistics on officer-involved shoot
ings show that most of them occur at 
ridiculously close distances. That doesn't 
mean that an officer shouldn't learn how to 
use; his sidearm from 15, 25 or even 50 yards. 
The idea behind this may be lost to some 
table-pounding combat experts, but no one is 
going to hit a six-inch by four-inch IO-ring at 
50 yards unless they exercise good trigger 
control and sight alignment - basics which 
will do more to keep an officer alive than all 
the 'snap and giggle' courses combined. 
There are no easy paths to learning how to 
shoot well. 

The positions used in PPC are unrealistic. 
Who is to say what's realistic or not? If a 
tactical situation calls for standing on your 
head to get a shot off before you get dusted , 
then that's what you' ll use and the position 
becomes very realist ic. The stances and posi
tions used in PPC are only meant as an exer
cise to develop confidence in fi ring from 
other than the classic 'combat squat.' They 
may not be the best way or the only way to 
fire a gun, but they do teach the novice that a 
gun can be fired from several different basic 
positions. With this experience under his 
belt, it won't seem so unnatural to a PPC 
shooter if he reaUy does have to bend like a 
pretzel someday to fire his weapon in order to 
stay al ive. 

PPC is too static, not enough pressure. 
This argument comes from the mouths of 
people who have never tried PPC or were 
never in a position to do weU in a PPC match . 
As in all other competitions, the desire to 
excel, to win , is just as fierce in PPC. 

There are few things in life that can match 
the surge of adrenalin that one feels in actual 
combat. Outside of walking into a robbery in 
progress and confronting an armed suspect 
head-on , there's not much you can do to simu
late that feeling. On the other hand , shoulder
to-shoulder competition can really get the ole 
heart to pump. It's amazing how a little match 
pressure can effect even the coolest shooter. 

The nature of training is such that it must 
always be subject to change to be valid; 
there's never an end to new ideas, new meth
ods and equipment, or the motivated people 
to pursue them. 

I'll be the first to admit that the times in 
PPC may appear to be too liberal, the dis
tances too long, and some of the positions a 
little unrealist ic at first glance. But these 
drawbacks are far outweighed by the fact that 
for many police officers, the occasional PPC 
match in which they participate from time to 
time may very well be all the firearms train
ing they get after they leave their basic train
ing facility. 

If a shooter becomes motivated enough, 
there are many other courses out there to 
challenge speed , accuracy and agility. But 
unless he is ready for these courses, and 
he has the time to master them, PPC is 
sti ll the best choice for the officer 
who must rely on his sidearm 
for his life. ~ 

Exte nded Magazine Re
lease Assembly for Colt .45 
type Autos. Replaces exist
ing release. No drilling and 
tapping . Available as a com
plete unit for $19.95 or just 
the enlarged button and 
screw for $9 .95 . Enlarged 
button & screw comes in 
blue or stainless . Replace
ment catch comes in blue. 
Nitex $4 .00 extra. 

DEALER 
INQUIRIES INVITED 

01anch1 Holsters . Chapman # 50 / lnt'I # 52 41 .00 
Bianchi B-9 Bell or G. Davis# 114 Belt . 24.00 
G. oav1s Holslers : Realist # 1145 or Usher # 1045 67 .00 
G. Davis Holster : Cali fornia Challenger# 12450 . 67 .00 

G. Davis Holster · Phoenix Special# 11450 . 72 .00 
G. Davis Double .45 Mag Pouch 21.00 
Blocker Holsters. ISi or Fowler Speedmaster 69.95 

(X-Draw t Strong side / 5" or 6" Bbl) (Basketweave add 10.00) 
Blocker Double .45 Mag Pouch: Slant or Straight . 28.95 
Blocker ISi Belt 28.95 
Blocker ISi Belts or Double Mag Pouches m Baske1weave . 35.95 
Rogers / Plaxco World Speed Holster (5" 16" Bbl) . 48.00 
Rogers Hackathorn Combal / Revolver / Compensator Model 48 00 
Wilson Shok-Butt Kil (Gov 'I or Commander) . . 5.50 
Wilson Shok -Buff Washers . 1.00 

Wilson Trigger 
Wilson Beavertail Grip Safety (Blue or Stainless) 
Wilson / Rogers or Pachmayr Competition .45 Magazine 
Devel 8 Round Magazine tor .45 Auto . 

. 18 .95 
17.95 
14.95 
18.95 
~.50 
17 .95 

Devel Competition Mag Blue . 26.00 
Breskov1ch Advantage Grip System for .45 Auto . 
John Shaw Speed-E·Load Magwell 

. . Nickel 27.50 
45 .00 
25 00 
25.00 Colt or King Drop-in Wide Gnp Safety (blue / stainless) . 

'<ing Extended Combat Safety (blue / stainless) 
Swenson Ambidextrous Safety for 45 
·swensighl "" lor .45 Auto 

.John Shaw Pro Shoo1ers Bag 
" You Can·1 Miss" by John Shaw (2nd. Edition) 
" Lile Without Fear" · by Mickey Fowler & Mike Dalton 
Magazine Slam Pads. Black checkered neoprene 
Ou1ckloader Magazine Y\'ell 
John Shaw's Magazine Pad 

ALL ITE"4S IN $TOCK• 

MASTERCARD / VISA ORDERS ACCEPTED! 
Give number & Expir•tion D•le 

Phone orders Mon -Fri .t-10 PM EST 
Jim 716-672.-.t218 Mike 716-627-3762 

FREE SHIPPING ON All ORDER S 
NVS Residents •dd 7"" S•les Tu. 

Send !or FFIEE CATALOGUE 
COMBAT CORNER 

Dep1 AHG Rd #1, 9518 R! 60. Fredonia NY 14063 

.. 18 .50 
40.00 
29.95 
69.95 

8.95 
9.25 
1.00 
6.00 
1.75 

r-;;.:::,; ;;y:.,; 0:1:'x: ~: ~;.~ ~~; ,, 
$2 I understand my money la refundab~ on my 

: flrwt orde<. Phone (305) 920-6770 : 

1 Name I 
I I 

: Addreaa Apt . # _ : 

I I 
I City State __ Zip __ I 

I Nf' P! ,·w P 0 Bo .o. \9A Dt>PI W Da nia FL 33004 I L--------------------J : : . •)••fl· ;1, 1h1 n h'<: 
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INDUSTRY INSIDER 
JERRY RAKUSAN 

BERDTA WINS MILITARY CONTRACT; 
MORE NEWS FROM 1985 SHOT SHOW 

The 1985 S.H.O.T. Show is history, and 
while there were some new products 

shown, the big news at the show, as far as 
handguns are concerned, was the announce
ment that the military had chosen a replace
ment for the Colt .45 auto pistol. To quote 
from the Beretta press release: 

"The United States Army announced on 
January 14, 1985 that the Beretta 92SB-F 
9mm parabellum automatic pistol has been 
selected to replace the Colt .45 as the issue 
sidearm for the American Armed Forces. 

"The $56.4 million five-year contract was 
awarded to Beretta USA Corporation, head
quartered at Accokeek, MD ... to produce 
315,930 units for the Army, Navy, Marine 
Corps, Air Force and Coast Guard . . . 

"The contract calls for 52,930 guns of 
Italian manufacture to be produced the first 
year, followed by 65,750 units the second 
year with U.S. assembly and testing and parts 
made in Italy." 

The final three years will see Beretta USA 
producing all parts , components and 
assembly. 

Beretta officials indicated that civilian 
sales of the 92SB-F will begin shortly. The 
Model 92SB-F differs from the currently 
available 92SB only in a slightly different 
configuration of the stocks and frame. 

Although the contract award was 
announced on January 14, the contract is 
expected to be signed some 30 days after that 
date. 

At the same time, the Army should also 
announce a contract for a holster for the new 
9mm, and John Bianchi appears at this time 
to be the frontrunner. 

BITS AND PIECES 
-There appeared to be fewer handgun and 

handgun accessory firms exhibiting at this 
SHOT Show, though my perception may 
have been altered by the sheer vastness of the 
Show. The more than 925 exhibits covered 
two gigantic halls. 

Here are a few of the things that caught our 
attention, items which we will be covering in 
depth in future issues of the American Hand
gunner. 

The Aimpoint sight has a smaller brother 
which should find favor among pistol 
shooters. · 

Detonics was showing their new 8-round 
magazine for the .45 auto. 

Pachmayr had their new bolt action single 
shot conversion unit for the .45 auto frame 
which will turn it into a silhouette or long 
range hunting gun. 

Thompson/Center had samples of their 
carbine stock for the Contender pistol. 

Ruger did not show their 9mm auto pistol 

as was rumored, but they did surprise all 
with the Blackhawk and Single Six revolvers 
with Eisley grip frames. 

• 

All of the firms named above should be 
familiar to our readers. There were, however 
some new faces in the crowd, such as 
N. Gary Cohen (PO. Box 99635, San Fran
cisco, CA 94109). His firm was showing the 
renowned CZ-75 9mm auto; not the Czech
made version however, but one made in 
Switzerland; available in either blue or nickel 
finish. 

Century Products, (Century Park, Water
bury, CT 06720) exhibited their new line of 
.45 auto replacement magazines which fea
ture a seamless uniweld bottom plate and a 
5-year warranty. Both 7- and 8-round sizes 
are offered, in blue or stainless. 

There were, of course, many other items 
of interest, and we will be covering these in 
this column and in 
special features. 

Nothing 
to 

turn 

G> 
C-H 4-Station 
Handgun or 
Rifle 'H' Press 

FAST - 200 
rounds an hour 

SIMPLE - you 
only move the 
case 

PRECISE - no 
turret to turn, 
wear or wobble 

First with push-button primer feed-
er and powder measures! 

Compare with a Dillon! 
See your dealer or send $2 for a C·H 
Reloading Equipment Catalog. We will 
give you $3.00 back on first order of 
$25.00 or more. 

C-H TOOL & DIE CORPORATION 
Dept AH , 106 North Harding St reet 

Owen , Wi sconsin 54460 
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HERE AT LAST I 
Handmade in England. 

PROBABLY THE 
FINEST SHOULDER 

HOLSTER IN THE 
WORLD. 

Original 

" Golden Tan" 
Colour. 

PRICES: 

airmail 
4" Barrels (Minimum) $70.00 
6" -6V2" Barrels $72.00 
8" - 8 '%" Barrels $74.00 

• HOLSTER HANDCRAFTED from SELECTED 
TOP GRADE ENGLISH SADDLE LEATHER 

• FULL GENUI NE SUEDE LINING 
• ADJUSTABLE SOFT LEATHER HARNESS and 

SURGICAL ELASTIC back-strap 
• HAND BLOCKED to ACTUAL HANDGUNS 
• Rear RETENTION LOOP 
• Choice of CYLINDER or REAR SIGHT CUTOUT 

RIGHT HAND MODELS ONLY. Sorry no left hand. 
When ordering, state make & model of -pon, barntl 
length, whether CYLINDER or REAR SIGHT cutout 
preferred. Send $2.00 for full colour catalogue. 

The Shoulder Holster Most Used the World Over to 
Guard Royalty, Presidents , and Heads of State. 

Please add 10% Send check, M.O. to 
tor AIRMAIL Horseshoe Leather Products, 
Post and 132 Aberford Rd., Woodlesford 
handling . Leeds LS26 8LG, England. 

THE ROLLS ROYCE OF 
SHOULDER HOLSTERS 

• THE GREAT RIFLE CONTROVERSY 
The Search for the Ultimate Infantry Weapon from WWII 
through Vietnam and Beyond 
For the 1st time anywhere , behind-the-scenes details of domestic 
and international politics are revealed in the story of the problem
laden development of the M-16. From the armories of Springfield 
and Winchester to the banlefields of Vietnam to the halls of Con
gress, Ezell 's research has resulted in an intriguing narrative. 
Over 200 photos authenticate th is incredible saga . 

• SMALL ARMS TODAY 
Latest Reports on the World 's Weapons and Ammunition 
Ezell examines the world-wide movement of arms that results 
from the fortunes of war and the instability of the Third World 
political situation. More than a user's manual, it is a documenta
tion of weapons in use in each country and a legacy of how they 
were acquired. Over 100 on-the-scene action photos strengthen 
the story. 

Please enclose check for price of books requested plus $2 .50 
each shipping. PA residents add 6%. Order both books and take a 
10% discount on each. We also honor Visa, Mastercard , and 
American Express. Include your card number, expiration date , 
and signature. For a catalog listing 200 books send $1 (credited 
to tst purchase) . 

Mall to: Dept. A H 
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STACKPOLE BOOKS 
America's Great Outdoor Publisher 

P.O. Box 1831 , Harrisburg, PA 17105 

PPC NATIONALS 
Continued from page 43 

course of fi re that util izes both clay pigeons 
and silhouette targets. 

All in all , the 1984 Police Championships 
proved that America's police officers are 
serious about their shooting, and they're 
more than willing to prove it. American 
Hand.gunner tips its hat to the dedicated men 
and women who took part in this ~ 
year's tournament. ~ 

PPC SIDEBAR 
Continued from page 43 

Stage 4 - 25 yards, double-action, 6 shots 
kneeling using barricade for cover and sup
port, either left or right side. 6 shots standing 
left hand barricade position and 6 shots stand
ing right hand barricade position, 90 seconds, 
includes all reloading time. 

All times start with loaded gun in holster. 

OFF-DUTY REVOLVER MATCH: 
Stage 1- 3 yards, double-action, 5 shots one 
hand, from standing without support position, 
6 seconds. 

Stage 2 - 7 yards, double-action, 10 shots, one 
or two hands, from standing without support 
position, 20 seconds, includes time to reload . 

Stage 3 - 15 yards, double-action, 10 shots, 
one or two hands, standing without support, 
includes time to reload. 

Stage 4- 25 yards, double-action, 15 shots, 
one or two hands, 5 shots kneel ing strong side 
using the barricade for cover and support , 5 
shots standing left hand barricade position, 
and 5 shots standing right hand barricade 
position, 90 seconds, includes time to reload. 

PPC IS PRACTICAL! 
Continued from page 43 

the single-action trigger pull 
cannot be less than 21'2 pounds, sights may 
be fac tory fi xed or adjustable , and the barrel 
length may not exceed six-inches. 

Along with restrictions on the gun, the 
ammo used is also controlled . For the -Dis
tinguished Match, the shooter is issued the 
exact amount (60 rounds) while on the line. 
Anyone using anything other than the issued 
ammo, or carrying extra ammo, will be 
disqualified . As we said before, this is a 
stock service-revolver match using factory 
service 'ball' ammo. No al ibis, no throw
away scores, and no gimmicks; just hard
core shooting using standard equipment. 

As might be expected , competit ion is 

Be cKSMITH! 
~io IAIN WHILI' TOU LIAIN 

I Send for 
.... 10011 

Locksmithing Institute, Dept. 091-055 

Big opportu ni ti es Big 
p ro f i t s Earn quickly 
Ful l o r par t tune Learn 
at home. 1r s easy Do 
real jobs: All Too ls 
- Mate rials Suppl ied . 
Lrc S1a 1e o l NJ -
Appd lor Ve1erans Send 
Name and address fo r 
FREE book 

Div. Technical Study Schools, Little Falla, N.J. 07424 

ALLOW 12 TO 16 WEEKS FOR OE LIVERY 

ONCE FIRED Ia~~~ 
.223 .. 38 5PI.. .-!5 ACP 

,\ i\D OTH E. 1~5 

THE JR<&S>Si WORKS 
(512) 858-7075 • P.O. Box 315-H 

Drippi•g Springs, TX 78620 

#1245 

California 
Challenger 
Many new products 
for practical pistol 
shooters and law 
enforcement. Send 
$1.00 for current ' Pat.Pend -
catalog. 

VISA or M aste rC harge Accepted. 

r?l'i! Davis Leather Company 
3930 Valley Blvd. Unit F 

.& 1 Walnut , CA 91789 (714) 598·5620 

' ~,1 ED BROWN 

CUSTOM PISTOLS 

6" MAXI-COMP 
5" MINI-COMP 
CARRY GUNS 

Send SI .00 for color poster 
and price list: 

ED BROWN 
BROWN'S Gun Shop 

Route 1, Box 153 
Perry, Mo. 63462 

Phone (314J 565-3261 
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WRITE FOR 
FREE 
BROCHU RE 
OR CALL 
TOLL FREE 
ASK FOR 
TOM. 

ASK ABOUT 
OUR NEW 
FIRE SAFE 
AND THE 
NEW 
BURGLAR 
PROOF 
CONCE ALED 
HINGE 
SYSTEM 

45AUTO PISTOLSMITHING SCHOOL 
,,..------------~ ill learn the PROPER way to tune a 45 auto for ill 
lll!!ull reliability under Combat & Competition. ,. 
Jvou will be taught by Bil l Laughrid ge of Cylinder & J 
illSlide in an INTENSIVE 1 week hands·on course. YOU ill 

1
1'. will perform all modif ica tions under the gu idance of ,.

1 Mr. Laughridge. Course will consist of modi fi cation 
~and installation of most prac t ica l combat acces- ~ 
'- series to your 45. ~ 

ill Fo r complete course informati o n , send ill 
=$2.00 f o r brochure. = 
,. CYLINDER & SLIDE, INC. ,. 
J. P.O. B ox 937 J. 
ill Frem o nt , NE 68025 ill 
~ (402) 721 -4277 ~ .,,, ____________ ,,,. 

N ew M /84 

Sig ht 

Sys te m 

As Shown 

Plu s S2 .00 
Shippin g 

F or P 35 & M 19 11 

Wide Va ri ety o f Opt ion s 

MMC Qu a li ty 

Free Broc hure Dea ler Inqu iries Invited 

MINI A TURE MACHIN E CO . 

210 E . Poplar St. 

D e m ing , NM 88030 

(505 ) 546 ·215 1 
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keen , and only the top 10 percent of all the 
shooters firing the match are rewarded. 
According to placement, you may receive 
either IO, eight , or six points at any one 
match toward a total of 30 points after which 
the NRA awards the highly coveted Police 
Distinguished Badge. These points can only 
be earned at an NRA registered match . 

Along with the Distinguished Match , 
there are now two other 'stock-gun' matches 
which are fired at the NPRM: the Service 
Revolver Match and the Off-Duty Revolver 
Match . Although the course of fire for both 
varies somewhat from the Distinguished 
Match , both have the same stringent rules 
against any modifications. 

The service revolver used cannot have a 
barrel length longer than four-inches (to 
coincide with the fact that many police 
departments now issue four-inch weapons) 
and the off-duty gun is limited to a barrel 
length of23/4 inches. The ammo must also be 
the standard 158 grain ball-type .38 Special. 

As you can see, PPC is not just a 'gim
mick-gun' game; the use of stock guns with 
stock ammo is also encouraged. This kind 
of exposure assures that officers who par
ticipate in the National Police Revolver 
Matches will know their 
equipment and their 
ability to use it. 

WILSON COMBAT PPC 
Continued from page 3 1 

"rain shoot" pampering their bright blued 
handguns- it cuts into our party time! 

The action was smooth and crisp, and 
seemed to polish just a bit during my limited 
test. 

My test procedure with the Wilson was in 
two parts : Mechanical Accuracy and Hand 
Held Firing, so I loaded up the Ransom Rest 
and my PPC gear and went out to the range. 

In the Ransom Rest this Wilson tended to 
favor one brand of wadcutters, shooting any 
lot of Federals better than my one lot of 
Winchester. All of the groups were within the 
X-ring at 50 yards, and several from one box 
were less than 1/2 the X-ring size-that's a one 
inch group! 

But I still wondered about how it would 
balance, so I stripped it out of the rest, 
replaced the grips, and fired the 150 shot 
NRA 1500 course. 

The balance was not a problem, it ·was an 
asset. My scores, once I set the Aristocrat 
Tri-Set rear adjustable sight, were equal to 
any I could shoot with my usual revolver, and 
are enough to win any PPC match; even the 
Nationals, in the right hands. 

I would not hesitate to use a Wilson Com
bat PPC in any contest, including bowling 
pin or steel plate shoots, where the 'in the 
hand' balance would really help. 

In fact, I did not resist the temptation to 
run a box of ammo through on some falling 
plates, with excellent results. 

My only complaint is the previously men-

FANTASTIC SPACE-AGE 
ELECTRONICS 

LASER WEAPONS, INVISIBLE 
PAIN-FIELD GENERATORS , MORE . . . 

Survival writer discovers ... secret 
sources for laser pi stols. listen ing devices. 
ul trasoni c pai n fie ld generators, paralyzing 
self-defense protectors , true l.R . see-in-the
dark viewers, absolu te security systems , bug 
detectors , voice sc ramb lers , mic ro- t rans
mitt ers , elec tro ni c tracking devices , ult ra
sophist icated detecti on and surveillance equip
ment , pol ice broadcast unscramblers, many 
more too '" hot'" to print. Send $2.00 for giant 
catalogue (get $2.00 cred it) To: 
UNIVERSAL ELECTRONICS, Dept. HG-56 , 
15015 Ven tura Blvd. , Ste #1653, Sherman Oaks, 
CA 91403 

32 H+R MAG 
', ,' ~!:l~W~G~OE?.CKE~~H~L~; ~~ 

ANO SOF T PT . 75 T O I 05 GAA I NS . 
SOLDERED CORE AVAILABLE I N 75 ANO 
80 GR AIN . BREN 10 AVAILABLE SOON , 
YOUR SAT I SFACTION rs OUR TAAGCT . 

J&J CUSTOM BULLET 
PO BOX 2029A EL CAJON CALIFORNIA 9202 1 

a For more information write : Dept. AH 
• 30016 South River Road 

~ Mount Clemens, Michigan 48045 
-f,Ve Q·"-: (313} 468-1090 

Gun Servi« • 8~1'/Jt 
~(A 

•Glare-FREE --.cl(: 
•Protects against l!J 

the harshest elements 
•Deep Black Texture 
•Improves Sight Visibility 
•Blueing Process Developed 

For Stainless Steel Firearms 

Call or write for detailseOealer Inquiries Invited 

BETTER SHOOTING ........ . 
with thi s improved 
ca st Aluminum Grip 

DAPTOR. For Colt, 
S & W and Ruge r D.A. 
Revo lvers. DURABLE, PRAC
TICAL- EASY TO INSTALL. 
THREE ATTRACTIVE FIN ISH COLORS. 
POLISHED or BLACK $6.00; GOLD $6.50 

TYLER'S TRIGGER SHOE 
Durable l ight wei ght cast a luminum for Colt, S & W 
and many o the r mode rn p istols, rifles and shotgu ns. 
POLISHED or BLACK ·$4.50; GOLD FINISH $5.00 
AT YOUR FAVORITE DEA L t ~OR°ORDER DIRECT . Send 
make & model of gun. No C.b.D.'s plea se. Add $1.00 
for Shipping Charge s. full y Guaranteed . Genuine 
Stag-Wood & Synthetic Gun Grips. Lee Loaders
Bullet Molds - Gun Accessor ies , Buck Kni ves - Hand
made Holsters & Belts. Leather & Clarine. 

New! IVORf» G Ulla GR I PS 
MELVIN TYLER MFG. AND DIST. 

1326 W. Britton Rd . • Oklahoma City, Okla. 7311 
I 0 -6 4- l Outside Oklahoma 

BRENT MULLIS 
3518 L awyers Road East 

Monroe, N . C. 28110 

MEMBER 
NRA 

HHI 

~ <f}wncJta/I 
g},,,,/"1 ,//d,on fiUAu:n? .;'/ fljiR<"ialiy 

CUSTOM BLUING 
MILLETT SIGHTS 

704/283-8789 
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DAMPIESS DESTROYS 
with rust, corros ion, mildew ruining va lued 
guns, precis ion-fi nished eq ui oment, etc. 

Silica Gel Unit Drinks 
Dampness from the Air 
360 gram uni t protec ts 27 
cubi c ft. Ideal for di splay 
cab inets, safes, etc. The 
desiccan t of choice by 
gov 't and indust ry, si lica 
gel adsorbs mo ist ure to 
create a protective shield - - ---
of dry air wit hin any enclosed area. Indi ca
tor buil t -in to fo il carton signals when to re
activate. (Reac tivates easil y in any oven.) 
Money back guarantee. $9.50 each Send 
printed name and address with check. 

(NY residents add sales tax) 
Hydrosorbent Co. Box 675-Z Rye, NY 10580 

PISTOL BULLET SWAGING DIES 
AND COMPONENTS 

Swage half 1acke1 and zmc base bulle1s m caliber 30. 9mm. 
357. 44 and 45. Zrnc base bulle1s may be frred al 1acke1ed 
bulle1 velornres and al a frac11on of !he cost. 
for 1nforma11on and prr ces con1ac1 SPORT fLITE MFG . INC. 

2520 IN DUSTRIAL ROW. TR OY. Ml 48084 
1313) 280-0648. 

TIE TIREE! 
SIDP Specializing in 

Custom Knife 
Supplies 

• Blades • Spacer Material 
•Nickle Silver• Brass• Ivory 
• Laminated Woods • Micarta 
• Pearl-Lite 

1120 Helen 
DeerPark, Tex. 77536 
(713) 479-7286 

Send $1.50 for catalog. 

CUSTOM 
JACKETED 
BULLETS 

Fil lo individual's barrel -Avai lable in .38/.357 Cal. , 
.454 Casull Mag. More to come. Send $1.00 for info. 
applied to first order. DBM SPECIALTY, P.O. Box 
58, Holmes, PA 19043 

I Target . Pol ice and Combat patented sights and fu ll length I 
I rib sights for the competitive shooter. I 

I ~~:m4pio~:h::1s~ a~: 2~~ pl~c~! !~n Nu~nlg :~-~!~s~ I 
I BO·MAR L1--Jl I 
I World 's Finest Handgun Sights L__j I 
I at aHordable prices Serrated blade ., I 
I Rou te 12. Box 405 Longview. TX 75605 214-759-4784 I 

Send stamped sell-addressed envelope for catalog 

•••••••••••••••• 
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tioned polished hammer. I found that on 
every trigger pull the sun would glint off the 
hammer and back into my eyes. A quick 
application of some sight blackener solved 
that problem, and I understand that later edi
tions of the revolver will have bead blasted 
hammers and will not be left bright. 

Other than the usual hitches and glitches of 
getting used to a new handgun with a slightly 
different feel, I am impressed with Wilson's 
fi rst effort in the revolver field . 

As I packed up my sizable pile of empty 
brass and collected the tattered remains 
of targets with the centers shot out , I 
was conv inced that the Wil son Gun 
Sho p w ill adva nce a nd pe r fec t th at 
form of handgun known as the ~ 
PPC revolver. ~ 

GUNS OF LA ROCCA 
Co11ti11ued f rom page 51 

ment is held to a minimum with the tight 
barrel work accounting for the additional 
closeness of the whole system. 

Other services listed on his current price 
list include ejection ports, bushing work, 
checkering, ambidextrous safeties, beveled 
magazine chutes, polishing feed ramps, 
squar ing the trigger guard, beavertail safe
ties and gun refinishing. All work is done in 
the shop with the final fi nish - blue or indus
trial hard chrome - done local ly under his 
personal supervision. 

Revolver work accounts fo r about 15 per
cent of the total work load. This includes 
PPC guns or carry pieces whose owners 
want an action job. For police duty, exotically 
customized guns should never be used , Mike 
adds, with the total effort here going towards 
complete reliability. No one should ever fool 
around with the internal parts of a duty gun . 

After our discussion, I asked Mike for a 
couple of guns for photography and examina
tion before formal range testing. He obliged 
by producing a Government Model plus a 
neat-looking Combat Commander. Both had 
extensive work done, his workmanship could 
be gauged by actual product samples. I wasn't 
disappointed. 

The GM was a two-tone job, bright blue 
over industrial hard chrome. All polishing 
was done in a very professional manner with 
care given to all flat as well as square edges. 
No dished holes here. The top strap was 
reduced from Colt's sand blasted effect to a 
satin finish that's both easy on the eyes and 
sighting picture. The slide was toppt'.d off 
with the standard Bo-Mar sights and, com
pleting the picture, the ejection port was 
lowered. ·O ther niceties on this gun included 
a polished feed ramp, ambidextrous thumb 
safeties, semi-bobbed hammer, long trigger, 
extended magazine release, streamlined grip 
safety and checkering on the front strap, trig
ger guard and arched mainspring housing. 

The Commander was a slightly different 
story. Although this model carried most of 

T hi s s p ace 

reser v ed fo r 

..J. S c u stom 

n e \/\} 

e l ectro n ic 

product 

s oon 

S port Q u artz 

J . Spilborghs 

Complete with a Stai nless 
Steel Ratchet having a 
torque strength of 200 
inch pounds , th is pocket 
size (41/z'' x 6") set 
contains a screw drive r 
hand le plus extens ion and 
a full assortment of the 
most oft en used ada pters. 
Adapters, made of Ch rome 
Nickel Molybdenum, have 
pa ral le l sides fo r op timum 
bi te. Pa cka ged in a vinyl 
covered steel case. 

NO. 9600 KIT 
Immediate Delivery' 

Only $20.85 
Add S2 00 

10 Co ver Postage 
and Hand lrng rn U S A 
(In Canada add SJ .00 

Standard Unit 

Stubby 
Un it 

-liil•--~n· 
Ratchet Assembly I 

St rong ' 
Ratchet • -
has 18" • 
Worki ng Arc .. -.: 

ti -Adapters ha ve 
Spinner Tops 

Send check or M 0 Master Charge and Visa accep1ed 

THE CHAPMAN MANUFACTURING CO. 
PO. Box 250, Durham, Connecticut 06422 
Dept. AH-5 (203) 349·9228 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

KNIFE & GUN FINISHING SUPPllES 

*Specialists in metal finishing* 

Gun refinishing supplies for the hobbiest 
or the profess ional. Largest supplier in 
the Southwest of buffing wheels , abra
sives, buff ing mach inery, Foredom tools 
and accessories , Dremel accessories , 
Cratex accessories, and bluing supplies 
and equipment. Send $2.00 for catalog. 

******** 
P.O. Box 13522, Arlington, TX 76013 

Dept. AH Phone (817) 274-1282 
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the features mentioned above, it did come to 
me minus the beveled magazine add-on just 
so I could feel the difference between the two. 
The gun , however, had its well beveled in the 
conventional manner. Like the GM , work
manship was top flight with trigger pulls 
breaking at 33/4 and four pounds respectively. 
After the initial take-up of roughly an 118 of an 
inch , both sears broke like the proverbial 
glass rod. With anxieties forming in me like 
the nervous husband waiting for his first 
born , we headed to the range for casual 
shooting. 

All shooting went off without a hitch. We 
used three guns, the two mentioned above, 
plus Mike's personal .45 complete with his 
compensator. We used everything we could 
find in the way of ammo; handloads and 
factory ammo from Remington , Federal and 
Smith and Wesson (remember them?). From 
lead to jacketed hollow points to hardball to 
target wadcutters, they all went through the 
guns with no problems. Since we were shoot
ing offhand, combat style, groups were not 
measured. When the pace slowed down I 
tried some deliberate shots and all came in 
extremely tight. 

When talking to someone about their 
work , I try to sense a certain feeling in them 
when they talk about their product; a certain 
glint in their eyes, if you will. Some have it , 
some don't. Mike LaRocca has it. 

His quality is excellent, his prices are right 
in line with other top craftsmen in the field 
and his waiting time averages 60 days 
for complete jobs on Colt .45's. Drop 
him a line at the LaRocca Gun Works , 
51 Union Place, ~ 
Worcester, Mass. 01605. ~ 

CHARTER ARMS SNUBBY 
Continued f rom page 44 

prove to be no way to make the sight 
correction. 

The first experimenting any shooter 
should consider when confronted with a 
point of aim/point of impact problem with a 
fixed sight gun is to try out a variety of 
ammunition types and brands. Lighter bullets 
print lower at modest ranges so I knew I 
could solve that part of the problem. Some 
brands/types will impact to the right or left of 
others, for various internal ballistic and bul
let construction reasons. 

Fortunately, there are umpteen brands and 
types of .38 Special ammunition to experi
ment with before resorting to the ugly file and 
fire, file and fire technique. Unfortunately, I 
had to go through the expense of trying 
almost all of them before finding the perfect 
individual round for this individual gun . 
What I'm getting at with the term "individ
ual" is that you may never experience this 
problem; but if you do, you should know how 
to correct it - and all that shooting is good 
practice anyway. 

To make a long story short, and it was a 
very long shooting session, the last brand/ 
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Keep Shooting Skills in Shape 
With Beeman Adult Airguns 

Rainy weather forces many shooters 
indoors and frustrates their desire to 
keep shooting ski ll s in shape. Adu lt 
airguns are a great substitute on the 
days when it's impossible to get to the 
firea rm range or in the field . Beeman's 
top quality airguns are perfect for 
indoor and backyard target shooting. 

For these and other fine Beeman prod
ucts. see your local Beeman dealer or 
order direct. 

Send for new 1985 Adult Airgun Catalog/ 
Guide, regularly $2. F.REE with mention of 
code HG S. Include S 1 to receive our new. ful l
co lor. Firearms Catalog also. Allow 4-6 weeks 
for delivery. To receive fast . 1st c lass mai l add 
an additional 51 for each ca ta log. Add S3 each 
for overseas delivery. 

Beeman/Webley 
Hurricane - Same as 
Tempest but with longer barrel 
lor unproved s1gh11ng_rad1us and 
easier cocking Comes w11h a scope rarnp 
Increase accuracy with a Beeman prs!ol scope 
Suggested Retail S139.50 

Beeman Precision Arms, Inc. 
47-HG5 Paul Dr .. San Rafael , Calif. 94903 U.S.A. (415) 472-7121 - 24 hrs. 7 days 

8 Beeman Precision Arms 
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CHOOSE A WINNER 

Texas 
residents add 
Sales Tax. 

AMERICAN SALES & MFG. 
BOX 677, LAREDO, TX 78040 

BOZ <:USTOM GUNS 

Pin Guns, IPSC and Bullseye. 

Basic to full house conversions. 

For information, call or write : 
2933 East Bay Drive 
Largo, FL 33541 
813/531-7443 

72 

• Your love of guns and shooting can 
lead to an exc111ng career opportun-
11y• Let leading Arms Experts 1ra1il 
you for a career 111 gun repair Fed 
Gun Law permlls ltccnsed trainees 
10 sell arms. ammo without inven
tory. We show you how to save up to 
25% and more on fine guns. acces
sories. gunsmith supphes 1 Start 
your own business. or prepare now 
10 be a ··Gun-Pro" Get free fact s 

type I tried shot 15 yard 1'/4 inch groups dead 
center on target. That ammo was a batch of 
the brand new Federal Nyclad 125 grain 
SWCHP (Indes #N38M). The really nice 
bonus is that this Federal cartridge is an 
excellent personal defense load for the .38 
Special snubby. 

I have saved the best feature of the Charter 
Arms Off-Duty .38 Special revolver for last, 
and that feature is the price. The Charter 
Arms people have, through modern tech
nology, found a way to actually cut produc
tion costs. With computerized machinery, the 
newer companies in almost any field have a 
definite advantage. They can even afford to 
be daring and innovative in the design field. 
Couple this modern technology with some 
bargain purchases of materials, and Charter 
is passing on savings to you, the consumer, a 
rare feat in today's marketplace. The Charter 
Arms Off-Duty is a top grade gun lllllllllM
at a rock bottom price. ~ 

EAGLE .380 
Co11ti11ued from page 52 

Indian Arms pistol. American Arms of Gar
den Grove, California calls it the 'Eagle', and 
when I examined the prototypes at the SHOT 
Show in January, 1984, I could tell they were 
doing it right. A short time later, I had an 
early regular-production gun for testing. The 
first impression could hardly have been bet
ter: You get the pistol in a nicely-made carry
ing case of heavy plastic, with the 'Eagle' logo 
embossed on the lid , and a folding handle. 
Inside, recessed in foam rubbber, is the 
pistol , its magazine, and a handsome, heavy 
belt buckle with a 'Right To Bear Arms' 
motif. 

The pistol is a beauty. The sides of the 
slide, trigger guard, trigger, and hammer are 
done in a semi-bright brushed finish , and the 
rest of the surfaces are in matte stainless. The 
flat areas are perfectly flat, and every line is 
str'!ight and perfectly cornered. This atten
tion to detail is also apparent on the inside, 
where hand-polishing is evident. The entire 
chamber entrance is chamfered and polished, 
and this pistol will not need to be throated to 
feed hollow-point rounds. 

I welcomed one change from the Indian 
design - there is no raised vent rib. Instead, 
there is a low flat sighting plane, 11/32 of an 
inch wide, extending the full length of the 
slide. The rear sight is dovetail-mounted , and 
below its square notch is a vertical white 
rectangle. The integral front sight has an 
orange-red dot recessed into its rear face. I 
found the sights to be perfect for quick eye 
pick-up,' especially in late afternoon at my 
between-hills range. 

The hammer is a ring-type, with good 
serrations for single action cocking, and min
imal protrusion to prevent snagging. The ver
tical grooving on the trigger is a little too 
deep for my taste, but then , I actually prefer a 
completely smooth surface on a trigger. 

Some may like the grooving. The double 
action trigger pull is Walther-like, medium
heavy but quick, and no 'loading' at the end. 
Single action on my gun is especially nice, a 
crisp and even four pounds. There is about a 
sixteenth of an inch of pre-movement, and 
absolutely no over-travel - outstanding. 

The slightly extended length of the safety 
gives good leverage for easy operation, and it 
snicks positively into place in both positions. 
When the safety is turned downward to on
safe, it shields the firing pin and locks it 
against any movement. And , the designers be 
praised, it does not drop the hammer. When 
the lever is moved to off-safe, it exposes a 
large orange-red dot. The magazine release 
is a push-button type, finely-checkered , and 
it is located at the top front corner of the left 
grip. It is protected by the grip and the edge 
of the slide against accidental release, but it is 
easy to operate. 

The only non-stainless major part of the 
gun , the magazine, is of regular steel, nickel
plated , and it has a steel-mounted plastic 
finger-rest on the floorplate. It holds six 
rounds. I tried a Walther PPK/S magazine in 
the Eagle, and it worked perfectly, a useful 
thing to know if you want a spare with one 
extra round, and don't mind a slight protru
sion at the bottom. An internal latch holds the 
slide open when the last shot is fired. Those 
with fleshy hands will be glad to know that 
the lower rear edges of the slide are rounded , 
to prevent any bite during recoil. 

My early gun has seven-groove rifting, but 
current production pieces have eight 
grooves. In both cases, left-hand twist. The 
takedown for routine cleaning is the same as 
for a Walther, but the guard doesn't have to be 
moved as far, only 5/16 of an inch , to clear the 
slide for removal . 

I tried the Eagle with several .380 rounds, 
including cast-bullet reloads, and it handled 
all of them perfectly. The pistol has, in effect, 
factory throating, so its reliability with differ
ent cartridges was no surprise. The obliga
tory 'on paper' firing was done at 25 yards, 
one-hand hold , and from an accuracy stand
point, the Eagle didn't like the heavy cast
buBet SWC load at all. It did better with the 
Super Vel 88-grain HP, and best of all with 
the Winchester Silvertip HP. One seven
round group was well-centered , all in the 10-
ring and X-ring, and it measured 13/s inches 
horizontally, 3-inches vertically. 

The pistol will be offered by American 
Arms in four styles in regular stainless or 
dark Teflon, with either walnut or rubber 
grips. They are working on a .22LR version 
of the Eagle, with possible availability some
time in 1985 . This one would be great for 
shooters who like to have a .22 counterpart to 
their larger-caliber centerfire. This arrange
ment allows a lot of economical practice, 
with a pistol that is identical to the serious
carry piece. 

Meanwhile, the .380 version of the Eagle 
is perfect for law-enforcement back-up and 
personal protection or home defense. It's a 
high-quality pistol , it looks good , and it 
works. I'd rather h<;we it ........ 
than a vintage PPK . ~ 
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It's the only magazine that gives 
you regularly featured articles 
on: 
* Pistolsmithing 
* Reloading * Handgun Hunting 
* Self Defense * Combat Course Shooting 
* Customizing * Conversion Tips 
* Siluetas * Cop Talk * Competitive Shooting 
* Test Reports 
It's the only magazine that 

gives you the opportunity to win 
a one-of-a-kind Customized 
handgun each issue, with its 
Custom Gun Giveaway Contest. 

GUARANTEE: You' ll enjoy AMERICAN 
HANDGUNNER. If you don ' t agree , we' ll refund 
the unused portion of your subscription in full , at 
any time. 

FREE! 
This all-fabric American Hand
gunner 1st Patch with each paid 
subscription. 

* 

If you own a handgun, you need AMERICAN 
HANDGUNNER magazine. It's written for 
the competitor, sportsman, collector, hunter 
or lawman. If you're one of these, or just 
enjoy fine handguns, you can share in the 
knowledge and expertise of men who excel 
in writing about them in the AMERICAN 
HANDGUNNER magazine. 

••••x••••~•••••••••• 
SUBSCRIBE NOW 

It's bi-monthly. 

******************** 
CALL TOLL FREE! To order your subscription 
NOW call 800/824-7888, Operator 40. 
From California only call 800/852-7777, Operator 40. 

Your name, address and BAC/Visa or MasterCard 
number and expiration date is all it takes. Or we'll bill 
you later. 

(Ab~ve 800 numbers for subscription ordering only.) 

r--------------------------· 
American Handgunner Dept. 120 
P.O. Box 16439 San Diego, CA 92116 

Yes, please send me the subscription ordered below. I understand 
that I will receive the American Handgunner 1st Patch FREE for 
my paid subscription. 

D 1 year $11.95 D 2 years $19.95 D 3 years $27.95 
Amount enclosed $ _ _ D Bill me. Allow 4 to 6 weeks for 
delivery. Foreign subscribers add $6.00 per year. 

Credit Card charge: D BAC/ Visa D MasterCard 
No. Expiration date ____ _ 
Name __________________ _ 

Address __________ ________ _ 

City _____ State _____ Zip ___ _ 
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ACCESSORIES 

feel Secu re when away from home with TREADLOK 
Secu ri ty Chests. Send $1.00 !Refundable w/Purchase) for 

~~1cu R9~~.10to:n ~2s~~s~G~t R::~~ie.Li~~ ~~~~L(~~fi 
992-3355. 

F ULL-AUTO RUGER 10-22, 1200 rpm, Guaranteed to 
work Mtrls. Incl. Complete in I-hour. Simple and reliable, 
$10. Sweat. 612 E. LaPlata S treet, Farmington, NM 87401. 

IF YOU TAKE LIFE SERIO USLY... peruse ou r Procure
ment Index fea t uring s pecialty equipme nt used by profes
s ionals worldwide. Concealme nt hol sters, e lectronics. 
disguised and unconventional weaponry from unde r $20.00 
to over $2,000.00. The catalog is $3.00 from: A.S.P .. Box 
18595/AH, Atlanta. GA 30326. 

GUNS RELOADI NG tools, gun ca binets, gun cases, every
t hing for t he shoote r at discount prices. Fast s hipme nts , 
free cata log. Esman's, Pitcairn, PA 15140. Phone (412) 
243-7515. 

HAND GUN Caddys-All nylon molded, mounts under 
ta bles, des ks, dressers, bed boards, on metal, e tc . Hard
ware included. $10. Check or Money Order. Spec ify Cal. : 
B.G . & R. Inc .. P.O. Box 141021, Coral Gables. FL 33114. 

FREE BRO CHURE! Large se lect ion of professional quality 
T-s hirts. Colt, UZI. Winchester, many more! Magnum Prod
ucts, PO Box 131 -K, Waterford, Virginia 22190. 

BOWLER'S OLYMPIC GRIPS. Cus tom made a natomica l 
target grips in walnut. Individually carved to your hand 
print. Available for over 40 pistols. Prices from $50. NEW! 
Anatomica l g rip for 45 auto using Clark, Aimpoint or NPC 
mount. We have moved to new larger premises due to 
world wide demand. Send for mode l li st and order form to: 
LESLIE BOWLER LTD .. THE POST OFFICE LITTLE 
BYTHAM, GRA NTHAM, LINCOLNS HIRE, NG33 4QJO. 
ENGLAND, "THE BEST OF BRITISH." 

Exotic Hardwoods-Over 50 species for the kni fe make r & 
stockmaker. Briar, Blackwood, Bocote, Burls, Cocobolo, 
Ebonies, Ironwood, Rosewoods, Snakewood. Tulipwood, 
Ziricote. Gilmer Wood Co .. 10426 N.W. Laidlaw, Portland, 
OR 97229. (503)292-4182. 

Exotic wood target handgrips for Ruge r Mark and AMT 
Lig htning autopistols - $16.95 pair - Write for fr ee sa m
ples of wood available: OMWHITE. 24 Scofield Heights, 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603. 

NEW PISTOL PRODUCT. Ruger, MK! or MKII extended 
safety $17.00, Ambidex trous mode l $35.00 Postpaid. GUN 
SMITH, Box 60-AH, Va lley farms, Ariz. 85291. 

MAKE YO UR DAY .44 MAGNUM CARTRIDGE KEY 
CHAIN 200 Grain Jacketed Hollow Point, deacti vated un
fired prime r, gleaming brass. T he Rea l Thing! No license 
required, $4.00 each: MAGN UM PRODUCTIONS, Dept
AH. Box 79, R.R. 1, S helurne, MA 01370. 

AMMUNITION 

Handloader Field Data R ecord. Bound, Lamina ted covers , 
includes g un data, cartrid~e data, complete Ballist ic chart, 
groups and weather condition a mu st for any handloader 
.... $7 .95. Steve's Guns & Surv ival Equipment, P.O. Box 
780-AHH. Mocksv ille. NC 27028. 

BOOKS 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, latest pistol carrying, purchasing, 
etc., regu latio ns for all states and FEDERAL GUN LAWS. 
Both booklets $4.00. POLICE EQUIPMENT CATALOG 
$2.00. Sc hlesinger, Departme nt E .. P.O. Box 882, New York, 
NY 10150. 

IN THE GRAVEST EXTREME by Massad Ayoob. How 
and when to use a gun, authori tative ly writte n by an act ive 
duty policema n. For your copy, se nd $7.95 (i nc lud es post
age) to: GUNS BOOKS /Dept. GE-HOS, 59 1 Camino de la 
Reina, Sui te 200, Sa n Diego, CA 92108. 

NO SECOND PLACE WINNER By Bill Jordan. A fa scina t
ing book about gun fig hting and the equipme nt to use , from 
loads to leathe r. $8.50 + $1 post. GUNS BOOKS /Dept. 
NS-H05, 591 Ca mino de la Reina, S uite 200, Sa n Diego. CA 
92108. 
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Classified ads $.75 per word per insert ion . ($.60 per word-per insert ion for 3 or more) including 
name and address (20 word minimum). Minimum charge $15.00. Copy and rerun orders must 
be accompanied by PAYMENT IN ADVANCE. NO AGENCY DISCOUNTS. All ads must be 
received with advance payment no later than the 15th of each month. Example: Closing for 
Jul / Aug 1985 issue (on sale June 15) is March 15th. Ads received after closing will appear in 
the following issue. Please type or print clearly. - PLEASE NOTE*** NO PROOFS WILL BE 
FURNISHED . - Include name, address , post office , zip code , city and state as counted words. 
Abbreviations count as one word each. Mail to AMERICAN HANDGUNNER MAGAZINE, 591 
Camino de la Re ina.Suite 200, San Diego, California 92108. 

S HOOT A HA NDGUN reveals t he ex pert's way to use 
your handguns safe ly, e ffective ly and within the law. Learn 
how and where to shoot , firearm s respons ibility, what am
munit io n to purchase, and more. S pecial chapte r on defe n
s ive pisto l s hooting, plus a g lossary of handgu n terms. On ly 
$9.95 postpa id. GUNS BOOKS Dept. S H-H05. 591 Ca mino 
de la Reina, Su ite 200 . San Diego, CA 92108. 

1984 AMERI CAN HANDGU NNER ANNUAL. Includes 
reports on New Handguns for 1984. Airgun Review, Self
Defense Handgunning, 500 Bes t Places to S hoot Across the 
U.S. plus much more! Only $4.95 postpaid. HAN DG UN
NE R ANNUAL, Dept. HGA. 591 Camino de la Reina. Sui te 
200. San Diego. CA 92108. 

1984 REDBOOK OF US ED GUN VALUES. Discover what 
your firearms are worth in the most re liable source book 
eve r publis hed. A compre he ns ive vo lume that covers rifles . 
handguns and shotguns, it contains more than 3500 li sti ngs . 
On ly $4.95 postpa id. REDBOOK, Dept. RB. 591 Camino de 
la Reina, S uite 200, Sa n Diego, CA 92108. 

1985 GUNS ANNUAL AVA ILABLE NOW! 25 All new arti
cles for t he g un e nt husiast on Rifles, Handguns, S hotguns 
and Armed Sel f-Defense Tactics . Plus highlights on Hol
sters , Airguns and Black Poser. Only $4.95 postpaid. GUNS 
ANNUAL, Dept. GA -H05, PO Box 16025, San Diego, CA 
921 16. 

F EDE RAL GUN LAWS ..... $3.95. STATE GUN LAWS: 
you r own STATE ..... $2.25. ALL FIFTY STATES ..... $4.95. 
FEDERAL REG ULATIO NS ON INTERSTATE TRA NS-
PORTAT IO N Of FIREARMS ..... $2.95. CONCEA LED 
WEAPON PERMIT BOOKLET ..... $2.50 . FE DE RAL 
LI CENS ED FIREARMS COLLECTOR ..... $3.95. ALL of 
above $20.00. STEVE'S GUNS & SU RVIVAL EQUIP
ME NT, P.O. BOX 780-AHC. MOCKSVILLE, NC 27028. 

THE COLT .45 EXOTIC WEAPO NS SYSTEM is a con ver
s ion system that works with outstanding accuracy and sa fety . 
A ll original components are retained, and only three func
tional parts are added. $15.00 ppd, 9xl2, softcover, illustra
tions, 88 pages. PALADIN PRESS. P.O. Box 1307-JKL, 
Boulder, Colorado 80306. 

Hunter·s Journal Great as an hei rloom or g ift. This journal 
e nables the sportsman to record every deta il of hunts, a 
com plete hunting diary. S te ve's Guns & Surviva l Equip
ment, P.O. Box 780-HJA. Mocksv ille , NC 27028. 

OUT-OF-PRINT Books Found. Send Wants. LARGE CAT
ALOGUE $1.00; Book look. 51AC Maple Ave., Warw ick, 
N.Y.10990. 

SWITCHBLADE Knife Book: facts, types. s pring repair, 
where to buy, over 80 photos. $8 ppd: Tanz, Box 14221. 
Pgh., PA 15239. 

PERSONAL Firearms Record Book. A detailed Lifetime 
record of your Firearms designed for collector's and 
s hooter's alike. A must for any Gun e nthus iast ... $7.95, 2 fo r 
$15.00: STEVE GUNS & SU RVI VAL EQUIPMENT. P.O. 
BOX 780-AHA. MOCKSVILLE, NC 27028. 

STATE GUN LAW S your own STATE $2.50. All fifty 
STATES $4.50, FEDERAL GUN LAWS $3.50: PER
SONAL Firearms Record Book $6.95, All of ABOVE .... 
$15.95: Military S pecialties. P.O. Box 12819, Winston
Sa lem, NC 27117-2819. 

FOR ME N ONLY, a survi va l manual for hus bands. A 
humorous look at the battle of the sexes, with vita l informa
tio n for the man who lik es women and would like to own 
one. $3.95. Happy Herbie, Grah am, WA 98338-0572 . 

How to build g un cabinets - was $7 .95, now $5.00 includes 
postage. Glassman, PO Box 92, North vale , NJ 07647. 

FREE Wholesale qata log. Guns, Scopes , Reloaders, Su p
plies . Alpine Range Su pply, Rt. 7, Box 356. Ft. Worth , TX 
76119. -

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 

BE A LICENSED FIREARMS DEALER. We have he lped 
thousands of deale rs get their license. We send t he sa me 
day: Latest Officia l Gove rnme nt App lication Forms, in 
structions, Wholesale Directory, tips on how to start your 
bus iness . FREE Dealer ID Card, FREE Dealer Wall Certifi 
cate , etc. Money back g uarantee. $5.00. Interstate, Box 
19466-AH, Housto n, Texas 77224. 

BE A FIREARMS DEALER - f inally a "no rip-off' FFL 
KIT (new 3-yea r appl ication ) a nd GUN DEALERS GUIDE. 
Not misleading. Others sti ll have discont in ued 800's and 

"laws· · that are in the library and come free with FFL. We 
have t he compl ete illustrated requirements. All ATF 
"help" numbe rs . Other lice nses needed . Use ful tips. Part· 
time from home OK. Apply right! $7.95. CLASS 3 KIT 
(Machinegu n Dea le r) (FfL Needed). ATF!IRS lice nsing 
forms in kit. Explains t he 14 NFA forms used. The only 
complete and current Gov't procedures. $5.95. BOTH KITS 
FOR $12.50. Sent Ost Class) same day. RK Enterprises. 
Dept, AH, 2616 Las Postas, Sa nta Barbara. CA 93105. 

BE A GUN DEALER, Official thr ee year Feder al Firearms 
License Kit, very comple te ..... $4.95: GUN DEALER'S BIBLE 
... 60 s ubject ..... $4.95: GUN DEALER'S BO UND RECORD 
BOOKS t he very best: fi rearms ..... $7.95, Ammo ..... $7.95. 
All of above $25.00. FREE CLASS III KIT with $25.00 
ORDER: STEVE'S GUN & SU RVIVAL EQ UIPMENT. P.O. 
BO X 780-AHB. Mocksv ille, NC 27028. 

BECOME A GUN DEALER-Professiona lly prepared kit in
cludes offic ial forms, covers li censing, purchas ing, records, 
every thing ! Lis ts hundreds of top wholesa le rs. GUARAN
TEED! $4.00: BUSINESS CONSULTANTS. Dept. H. P.O. 
Box 1232, Union town, PA 15401. 

EARN MONEY FROM YOU R HOME. $100-$500 a week 
possible. Write for free deta il s. Suppleme ntal Income Ad
visory Serv ices. 9794 Forest Lane, S uite 210, Dallas, Texas 
75243. 

OVERSEAS JOBS, High Pay, Adventure, Travel. Few 
have this information. I did it and so can you. Many fie ld s. 
Se nd $3.00 for list and info. to: Andersen Ent .. Box 45113, 
Boise, ID 83704. 

"Learn Gunsmithing, Yavapai College is a fully accredited 
community college with V.A. approval. Excellent facilities, 
experie nced instructors , great mountain climate makes 
this the place to learn g unsmithin g. Wri te to: YAVA PAI 
CO LLEGE . Attn: Gunsmithing lnstructor, 1100 E. Sheldon 
Street, Prescott, Arizona 86301. 602-445-7300." 

POLICE OFFICERS WANTED: Comprehensive digest of 

~~:;re~~r~at~~no~i~~' 0Pot!aE: g~RE:~'R' 1 \~c;gRM.Arlo~ 
DIGEST, Box 1672, Dept.-C, Eaton Park, Florida 33840 . 

GOLDEN GOOSE'? NO. BUT THE WAY TO FINANCIAL 
FREEDOM, YES! SAS E TO: GENES IS-B. 5351 Su nnys ide 
Dr. , River side, CA 92504. 

SERIOUS ABOUT S AVING MONEY'? Now you can buy 
quality Firearms Accessories, S urvi val Equipm ent and Mil 
itary related ite ms at low discount prices. Ou r 1985 Dis
count Catalog is yours for on ly $2.00, which is refunded on 
your fir st order. Why not get in on t he savings and order 
your copy today! Send $2.00 to: Group 1 S urvi va l Systems , 
P.O. Box 23538 , P hoeni x, Arizona 85063. P.S. Mention you 
saw this ad in American Handg unner and we will send you 
a FREE copy of our news le tter "The S urviva l Press ." Sat
isfact ion Guaranteed. 

$360 WEEKLY /UP. MAILIN G CIRCU LARS! No Quotas. 
S incerely Interested, Rush stamped envelope: Marketing 
Inte rnational , Box 15967-A H5, San Diego, CA 92115. 

COLLECTORS 

Lead Soldier Molds-free Brochures, cata log $1.00 (refund
able) soldie r and Ca talog $2.00: Coasta l. Box 44-H, Cedar 
Grove, NJ 07009. 

EMBLEMS & INSIGNIA 

TO P QUALITY ALL-FABRIC PATCHES FOR YOUR 
J AC KET OR CAP! Guns Team Member Patch: $3.50, 
Ame rican Handg unne r 1st Patch: $3.50, 25th A nniversa ry 
Guns Collectors Patch, $5.00. S pecial-all 3 patches only 
$11.00 postpaid. GUNS Pa tches , Dept. GP-H05, 591 Cami no 
de la Reina, S ui te 200, San Diego. CA 92108. 

Airborne Elite T-s hirts and flags · Bold insig nias of world 
A irborne units. Free Brochure. Batta lion Supply Co., Box 
718H, Sykesvi lle , MD 21784. 

CUSTOM EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS-Ename led Pins, 
Your Design, Low Minimum, Excellent Quali ty, Low 
Prices, Free Booklet. A.T. Patch Co., Dept. 93, Littleton, 
NH 03561. (6031444-3423. 

FIREWORKS 

ROCKETS, COLORED S MOKE DYES for signallin g, sur-
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viva l app lications. M80 Salutes. Fireworks-you construct. 
More! Cata log $1.00. NorStarr, Box 5585, Pocatello, Id aho 
83202. 

Fireworks!! Direct from th e factory . Buy for Jess. Save 

W.onW~xc5W~~~i!~·2i~ ~<l'.on~·~WciiGreat La kes Fireworks. 

CHEM ICALS for firework s, ex plosives-how to get t hem. 
List of sources plus cata log of pyrotechn ic form ulas only 
$1.00: D& R Enter pr ises, Box 15643, Col umbus, OH 432 15. 

Salutes and Ca nnon crackers home made. The Best! S imple 
easy method, my secrets revea led. Detai ls; Browns Diver
sified , Box 53, Fisher s, Indiana 46038. 

FIRE WORKS! Bottle Rockets, $1.10 per gross; 5 lb. S ky 
Rockets, 6" Firecrackers, M-80's, Roman Candles, and 

mJ~e~~~i~:l~~sk: 8~~ g.co1~;:~elci~~ff: ~sX ~~1~i"iers: 
FUSE 3/32 Green. Buy di rect from the mfg., 10,000 feet, 
$375. Prepaid to your door: Midwest F irewor ks Mfg. Co. 
Inc., Box 22 Deerfield, 444 11. 1-800-321-600 1. 

Fireworks from China: Rockets from Japan. Yes we have 
aerial s he ll s and disp lay fireworks. All at very low prices. 
Se nd $1.00 for ill ustrated catalog to: China Im por ters, 
Wholesalers Inc., P.O. Box 3472 12, Par ma, Ohio 44 134. 

FIREWORKS - Fun, safe, Patriotic; top quality, lowest 
prices, ill ustrated catalogue $1.00: (refundable). Pyro-Son ic 
Devices, Box 711 -AH5, Grand Haven, MI 494 17. 

FIREWORKS-A n American Traditio n. Safe, exciti n~, 

g~~i~~~~NL~f~E\IO~~ss. ~~xs¥9ait1H)~JI?iffi~~tO ~~~4s4~g3'. 
or ca ll 1-800-82 1-2483. 

FIR EWORKS-FIRECRA CKERS, ROCKETS, ROMAN 
CANDLES, MISSILES, BOTTLE ROCKETS. MUCH, 
MUC H MORE! Low prices. Hig h quality. Qu ick de livery. 
Ship ped yea r-round to a ll states. Illustrated catalog-$1.00. 
Eagle Firewor ks, Dept. 5K, Box 800, Clackamas, OR 97015. 

FOR SALE 

NAZ I MARC HES. Hou r cassettes $6.50 @ or nine fo r 
$40.00. Free list. Send SASE: NS DAPAO. Box 64 14-AH. 
Lincol n, NE 68506. 

FROM ESTATE-8" bronze Indian chief $150, Buffa lo $125. 
Both signed Admi nistrator, 305-832-4083. 

ROLEX Watches fo r sale, new /used , t rade-ins OK : Monthly 
lisl $5: Leo Hamel. 619-28 1-0125. Box 4263, San Diego, CA 
92 104. 

GUN PARTS 

TEFLON HAMMER & TRIGGER BUSHINGS FOR S&W 
K. L & N FRAMES. Reduces wobble & drag. Bushings 
come in .001", .002", .005" & .010" sizes. Specify ty pe (HAM · 
MER or TRIGGER! a nd S IZE. 12 bushi ngs (ONE SIZE) 
with instructions $9.95. KOPP'S GUNSM ITH ING, 13 Hwy, 
Lexington, MO 64067 (8 161259-263 

MOUNT wirings (Nazi WW2 ZF4 Scope /K43) $250 pp. 
Graaff. PB. 8027, POSTERHOLT, NETHERLANDS. 

GUNS FOR SALE 

INVESTMENT OPPORTUN ITY. Colt Commemor ative 
Collection Ser. No. 8. 124 gu ns t hru the new T heo 
Rooseve lt SAA-44·40. ew in cases and on display. Six 
figu res. In terested parties ca ll for list or ap pointment to 
see and discuss terms etc .·G.M. Bartelmay·Guns, 124 Alex
ander, Mor ton , IL 61550. 309-263-8032. 

GUNSMITHING 

LATHES-MILLS-TOOLS-Unimat 3", Com~act 5". Compact 

f~ih~~~~dc~i\ ~~:· EMm";~T;;i~ru~Br21 ;~is~er i !;~· J~b~eb~~:~ 
top mill ing machines. Measuring instrume nts. cutting 
tools, chucks and collets. Cata lo~ $1.00. Blue Ridge 
Machi nery and tools. Inc., P.O. Box a36-N, Hurrica ne, WV 
25526. WV call 1-562-3538. Outside WV 1-800-872-6500. 

PISTOL ACCURACY: taper ed seat Colt au to compensator 
$80 insta lled complete. Brochure $1. Randa ll T hom pson, 
654 Lela P lace, Grand Junction, CO 81504. 

CUSTOM .45 GUNSMITHING, Police a nd combat competi· 
lion mod ificatio ns a specialty. For free price list send 
SASE. JI M HOAG, 8523 Canoga Ave., Su ite "C", Canoga 
Park , CA 91304. 

INSTRUCTION 

VIDEO T RAINING PROGRAMS · World champion J ohn 
Shaw's new re lease "Combat Pisto l S hooti nt"· $59.95 and 

~Si'1~r~~; .. ¥~~t5rDm~t:0s~W~·~fe~~~~~u:S~ ~~r i;~m;~~ 
$59.95 (seen by over one mill ion \'eop le ); Other progra ms 
pr iced at $39.95 include "S urv iva Equipment"', "Survival 
Weapons", "Remington 1100 S hotgu n" , "Remington 870 
Shotg un ", "Co lt .45 Automat ic", "M -16 Ri fle", 
"Rappell ing"; VHS or Beta; $2.00 s hipping; Master Video 
Productions , De pt. AH. 7947 Carol Elaine Circle. Memphis, 
Tennessee 38134. 
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FUNDAMENTALS OF COMBAT PISTOLCRAFT. N.P.I. 
is now accepting ap plications fo r the instruct ion of quali
fied students in the basic practical skills of modern defe n
sive pistol craft. For information and applications, send 
$1.00 to: Northeast Pistol Institute, Dept, 714C , PO Box 
453, Unio n, NJ 07083. 

LEARN TO SHOOT THE WAY THE CHAMPIONS DO. 
"ON TA RGET" By NATIONAL RECORD HOLDER 
MARK DUNCAN s hows you step by ste p t he secrets of 
HANDGUN ACCU RACY. A simplified illustrated pocket 
~u ide covering all the basics. Res ults GUARANTEED. 

4 7f~ ~~J~t~~~~. $J:
0&, ij~;;.b~nr~ . \'.J'c?.~s~~~. Y9~~~~~~3~~c., 

KNIVES & SWORDS 

Custom Handmade Kn ives. reasonably priced. Also all type 
Knives and Historic weapons. Un beatable prices. Color cat· 
alogs $2.00. Deinti nis, 107 S ummit Ave., Staten Island , NY 
10306. 

Knife Collector·s Record Book. Keep a Detai led record of 
all Data For each kn ife in your collection, plus place for 
photo. Great fo r insurance purposes. Each book is heavy
duty constructed and Bound . MADE TO LAST ... $7.95. 
Steve's Guns & S ur vival Equ ipm ent, P.O. Box 780-KA H, 
Mocksville, NC 27028. 

30-40% OFF GERBER. BENCHMARK. KERSHAW 
KNI VES: LEUPOLD, REDFIELD Scopes, Muzzleloaders! 
Se nd $1.00 fo r Com plete Catalog! KNIVES, Dept. AH, 52 
Edmund, Uniontown, PA 15401. 

LEATHERCRAFT 

Bianchi Gun Leather 200/o to 300/o off re ta il. Pachmay r 
Grips and Mag-Lites al who lesale prices . Th e new Nova 
XR5000 Stun gun advertised e lsew here al $69 .95, our price 
$55.00. Free shipping, Visa /Mastercard accepted. For color 
catalog a nd deta ils se nd $1.00 to: L J & I Ente rpr ises Inc., 
14800 Cicero. Oak Forest. IL 60452. 

MILITARIA 

MILITARY SURPLUS 

Brass Mi l 45 ACP .. WCC" $48 pm. This Ole House, 706 W. 
Centra l. Commanche, TX 76442. (9151356-2441. Cert. Funds 
& FFL Sh ipped COD. 

Military Surplus. Chemica l/biological warfare equip ment. 
mi li tary clothing, equ ipm e nt, decorat ions. Self addressed 
stamped e nvelope for cata log. JS Sales, Box 4253H, Lan
caster, CA 935394-4253. 

G.l . SURPLUS, Hunting and Camp ing Equipment. 56 page 
catalog $2.00. Red Ban k Ar my Navy, 12-E Monmouth 
Street,, Red Ba nk , NJ 0770 1. 

MILLIONS OF GOVE RNMENT SURPLUS BARGA INS! 
Many 1 % orig ina l cost. Jeeps incl uded! "Nationw ide Gov
ernm ent Buyer's Guide /Directory" - $2.00 (Guaranleed). 
Disposal, Box 19107-MW, Was hi ngton, DC 20036. 

IS IT THUE YOU CAN BUY J EEPS FO R $44 THROUG H 
TH E U.S. GOVE RNMENT? GET THE FACTS TODAY 1 

(3 12)742-11 42, EXT. 6279. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

CHEW ING-S MOKI NG Tobacco!! Do you Chew-S moke? 
· Free samples - Twist. S nuff. Pipe and Pouches · Prices. 
Guaranteed satisfaction - FREDCO'S, Dresden, Ten nessee 
38225. 

PASSPORTS. DUAL CITIZENSHIPS avai labl e fro m Cas
te llania. In format ion package, $5.00. Box 40201. Pasadena, 
CA91 104. 

K UCKS - Genu ine brass paperweights , not cheap a lu m+ 
inum. same day delivery, $7. prepaid; Matthews Police Sup
ply, PO Box 1754, Matthews, NC 28105. 

NAZ I War souven irs and daggers! Illu strated cata log $10, 
bill (refundable). Disco, Box 33! -H, Cedar bu rg, WI 
530 12-0331. 

FREE! World's Lead ing Nove lty Catalog. Things You 
Never Knew Existed. 1600 Novelt ies, Jokes, Tricks, 
Science, SportS, Hobbies. Johnson-S mi th, C-6522, Mt. 
Clemens, Mich. 48043. . 

NINJA CATALOG Ni~htsu i ts, ha ndciaws. footspikes, cal· 
throps. blowpens , sh un ken and reference materials fo r l he 
S hadow Warr ior. Send $1.00 to: Ninja Supply Systems , Box 
28222/AH, Atlanta, GA 30358. 

MILITARY & MA HTIAL ARTS-I.D. Cards & Cer tificates. 
Airborne, Special Forces, C.I .A. , Police, etc. Brochure $1. 
Kenwood, Box 66, Dept. H, Long Green, MD 21092. 

BUMPER ST ICKERS for Gun Dealers. For list , call Toll· 
Free 1-800-548-7216. 

Live anyw here there is postal service. and make your for
tune in mail order. Free information. Mathre Enterprises, 
!04AH, Mokehi ll, CA 958245-0104. 

WESTERN REW ARD POSTERS, Badges, Russell & Rem· 
ington Prin ts. Holsters. Colt & Ruger Waln ut Presenlat ion 
Cases. S tatues. Western Mov ie Star P hotos, more. Litera
tu re $1.00: Rep lica Products, Box 5232H, Vienna, W. Va. 
26105. 

PRI VACY SERV ICES/PRODUCTS. Confidential mai l 
receiv ing-forwarding serv ice plus much more! Free detai ls! 
Wr ite! SMS-AH , Box 31 79, Tem pe, AZ 85281. 

~~~al~te~~~~i~!~~ n1u~2 S:1~~t~l~d~ ~~~~r ¥~~u;r:t~tr~~f; 
Aud it". Send $10 to: Box 8027A H. Stamford . Con necticut 
06905-8027. 

Are you a si nner·! First Indulgences for sale since Reforma
tion. It's a gag! $2.00. "Forg ive n"', 5750 Union Deposit 
Road, Ha rr isbur g, PA 17111. 

REAL ESTATE 

SOUTHWEST VIRG INIA-FREE CATALOG! Blue Ridge 
Mounta in land , farms. homes. Wetherbee Rea lty, Box 84-H, 
Woolwi ne, VA 24 185. (703)930-2155. 

GOVERNMENT LAND ... FROM $7.50/ACRE! Homesites. 
far ming, vacat ion in$". investment! "Land Buyer's Gu ide .. 
pl us nationwide listing - $2.00. LANDS. Box 19107-MW. 
Washington, DC 20036. 

COLORADO r iverfront lot $7,500! $85 down. 131 payments 
of $85. 8% loa n. On nice trout stream, surveyed. Owner 
806-376-8690. 

SURVIVAL 

SU RVIVAL HOUSE. Bu ild sma ll. fu ll -faci li ty . a ll -weather. 
histor ic·appearing retreat or ca mp HQ fo r under $5000. 
Pla ns $10.00. DP Graph ics, Box 1832-E, Dodge City, KS 
6780 1. 

WANTED TO PURCHASE 

In ventions, Ideas, new products wanted for presentation to 
industry and ex hib ition at nat iona l techno logy exposilion. 
Call tol l free 1-800-528-6050. In Arizona, ca ll 1-800-352-0458. 
Extension 83 1. 
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WHAT'S NEW 
Co11ti1111ed from page 29 

Rogers Cup Challenge 
Rogers Holsters proudly introduces the 

Cup Challenge holste r designed fo r bull
barreled revolvers with Aimpo int sights like 
those which have won the NRA Action 
Shooting Championship. 

The holster is made of an engineering 
grade thermo-plastic with a suede liner and a 
leather outer covering. The holster is molded 
fo r a snug fit of the revolver. A tension screw 
retains the weapon in the open-front design. 

The holster is also available in Porvair, a 
synthetic leather-like materia l. The holster 
comes in black or brown, basket-weave or 
plain . It's available fo r Smith K , L and N 
frames as well as the Colt Python. 

76 

22 Auto Nine 
.22 LR High Velocity 

The Perfect Back-up 
for Law Enforcement 
Features include: 
• Fully machined 
• 6 groove rifling 
• Pushbutton safety 
• Superb balance & pointing 
• 10 oz. loaded 
• 9 shots (8 1n magazine. 

I 1n chamber) 
• Internal hammer - New Design 

The standard holster rides nearly straight 
up and down on the hip, but a version with a 
radical muzzle fo rward tilt is also available. 

For those who appreciate fine leather, the 
C up Challenge can be special ordered with a 
shark skin leather outer layer over the dura
ble, strong, plastic inner shell. 

T he Cup Challenge is des igned to accom
modate Aimpoint and other optical sights as 
well as iron sights. 

The Cup Challenge accommodates bull
barreled revolvers only with diameters of 
from one-inch to 11/4 inches . 

This holste r is ideal fo r any action shoot
ing with revolvers. It's extremely fast, yet 
highly reliable in retaining the revolver. 

For further information on the Cup Chal
lenge, which retails for $68.95 , write Rogers 
Holsters, Dept. AH , 1736 St. John's Bluff 
Rd. , Jacksonville , FL 32216. 

Dealer inquir ies are welcomed . 

Another 32 H&R 
Magnum Load From 

Federal 
Federal Cartridge Corp. announces the 

introduction of a new loading in 32 H&R 
Magnum, an 85 grain jacketed hollow point . 

From a 45/s inch revolver, the load travels 
at 1100 fps generating 230 ft.f ibs. of energy. 

This new load , which comes packaged 50 
to a box , supplements Federal 's 95 grain 
semi -wad lead load fo r the 32 H&R 
Magnum. 

I 252 I Oxnard Street 
North Hollywood, CA 9 I 606 
(8 I 8) 985-2946 

"C Auto Nine Corporation 1984 

New Mag Funnel, 
Slam Pad 

Combat Master John Shaw introduces 
two new products designed for the com
petitive practical pisto l shooter. 

T he Shaw Mag Funne l and Shaw bump
e r pad fo r magazines a re top quali ty prod
ucts that will be nefi t every IPSC shooter. 
T hese p rod uc ts co mplim e nt Sh a w 's 
already full line of competitive accessories 
like his excellent Shaw Pro Shooters Bag. 

The magazine bumpe r pads are pat
te rned afte r a similar South A frican de
sign , and are the best magazine slam pads. 

The Shaw Mag Funne l is made of stain
less steel and a ttaches to the botto m of the 
fra me around the grip screws . It widens 
the mag opening considerably and a llows 
fo r much fas ter re loads. 

Shaw advertises that the Mag Funnel 
needs no fit t ing, but you' ll find you can 
make the mag opening a tad wider with a 
Dre me l tool and a grinding bit. 

The Mag Funne l, indeed , requires no 
fitting, but a bit o f Dre mel tooling im
proves an already good thing. 

The Mag Funnel re ta ils fo r $29 .95. For 
furth e r in form ation about these two fin e 
Shaw products , write John Shaw Prod
ucts, Dept . A H , 503 Sto newall , Me mphis , 
TN 38112 . 

Sierra Updates 
Reloading Manual 

Sie rra Bulle ts has compiled a supple
me nt to the ir fa mo us black and green 
reloading manua l. H owever, this is not 
" planned obsolesce nce" o n the part of 
so m e s li ck ad age n cy- th e s up
ple mentary pages offe r the handloade r 
valuable new in fo rmatio n. 

And the updated in fo rmatio n can now 
be separa ted into two loose-leaf bi nders , 
one for rifle and o ne fo r ha ndgun . The 
o ri g in a l m a nu a l becom es Vo lume I , 
Rifl e , to w hi c h o n e a dd s t h e s up
plementary rifle d a ta . Volume II , H and
gun , comes with the 450 pages o f sup
pleme ntary da ta to which o ne adds the 
handgun data from the o riginal manual 
(now Volume I , Rifle.) 

With this new d ata, the pair of Sierra 
manuals conta ins 1,100 pages of info rma
tion fo r the 120 bulle ts Sierra ma kes in 90 
calibers . Furthermore, as new and up
dated ma teria l becomes avail able, the 
handloade r need only purchase the new 
pages and add the m to t he manua ls. 
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here is only one .. . 

OFFICIAL 
PRICE GUIDE SERIES® 

For over 21 years THE HOUSE OF COLLECTIBLES series of OFFICIAL PRICE GUIDES has monitored 
the "antique marketplace" by reporting unbiased, accurate prices. Each PRICE GUIDE includes thou
sands of prices, photographs and listings . . . Plus valuable tips on beginning a collect ion ; buying and 
selling ; grading cond ition ; and restoration. Th is knowledge is obtained thru a computerized analysis 
of actual sales results provided by auction houses and dealers throughout the U.S. 

This sophisticated research retrieval system has made THE HOUSE OF COLLECTIBLES 

THE MOST RESPECTED OFFICIAL PRICE GUIDE AUTHORITY. 

• Antique & Modern Firearms - Serious gun enthusiasts from 
all around the world have long recogn ized this work to be the offi· 
cial definitive source for pricing collector firearms. • Over 30,000 
current market value for pistols, rifles, and shotguns made by 
more than 1,400 manufacturers! • Colonial muzzle-loaders -
semi and automatic handguns - sub-machine guns - revolvers 
- shotguns and bolt and lever action rifles. • Advice on the 
investment potential of old and modern guns - trends in the 
market, pitfalls to avoid, and suggestions on negotiating your 
best deal. • A glossary of terminology. •.A comprehensive listing 
of values for all types of cartridges. • ILLUSTRATED. 
5th Ed., 576 pgs., Sr," x 8 '', Paperback, ISBN: 421 ·6, $9.95. 

SEND ORDERS TO: HANDGUNNER BOOKS 
Dept. 82H-5 
591 Camino de la Reina, Ste. 200 
San Diego, CA 92108 

Please include $1.25 per book for postage & handling 
Allow 4- 6 weeks for delivery 
D Please send the following price guide(s) 
__ (421-6) Antique & Modern Firearms (u $9.95 
__ (367-8) Collector Handguns (c1 $9.95 
__ (389-9) Collector Knives (c1 $9.95 
__ (398-8) Military Collectibles (c1 $9.95 
__ (396-5) Identification Guide to Gunmarks (l1 $6.95 
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• Collector Handguns - No other book on the subject 
comes close ... to supplying the concise and comprehensive 
information found here. More than 5,000 current retail prices 
for handguns of all styles and all calibers. • Every gun identi· 
tied by manufacturer, model name, action, caliber, .length, 
date, type of stock, weight, serial numbers, and markings. • 
Limited and special edition handguns covered in an exclu
sive section. • Extensive ammo section. • Advice on buying 
and selling.• ILLUSTRATED. 
1st Ed., 544 pgs., 53/e" x 8'! Paperback, ISBN: 367-8, $9.95. 

• Collector Knives - Endorsed by the American Blade 
Collectors. • Over 14,000 current collector values ... the 
most comprehensive listing of collector pocket and sheath 
knives in print. • 1,250 worldwide knife manufacturers. • Spe
cial section for Case, Ka-Bar, and limited edition knives. · Val
uable collector information. • Exclusive identification guide for 
pocket knife shields, knife nomenclature, and blade and knife 
patterns. • Up-to-date list of knife organizations and trade 
publications. • ILLUSTRATED. 
6th Ed., 736 pgs., 53/e" x 8'! Paperback, ISBN: 389-9, $9.95. 

•Military Collectibles - The definitive guide to war memora
bilia containing mil itary objects from all over the world , 15th century 
to date: armor, weapons, uniforms, bayonets, rare and unusual ob
jects. • Over 12,000 totally revised prices, assembled from actual 
nationwide sales results! • Advice on buying and selling from auction 
houses, mail order and retail dealers. • Museums. • Glossary of col
lector terminology. • Exclusive Samurai sword appraisal form. 
ILLUSTRATED. 
3rd Ed., 608 pgs., 53/e" x 8~ Paperback, ISBN: 398-8, $9.95. 

• Identification Guide to Gunmarks - A vi tally important "com
panion" identification guide to both The Antique and Modern Fire
arm and the Collector Handguns Price Guides. • Over 1,500 of 
the most commonly encountered trademarks on modern and an
tique guns. • Learn which marks are valuable and rare and how to 
spot fakes and forgeries. • An alphabetical listing of trade names and 
codes for firearms without trademarks. · ILLUSTRATED. 
1st Ed., 256 pgs., 53/e" x 8'1 Paperback, ISBN: 346-5, $6.95. 

D Check or money order enclosed$ __________ _ 
(include postage & handling) 

0 Please Charge$ to my: 0 MASTERCARD 0 VISA 

Charge Card Customers Please Fill Out the Information Below 
Account No. (All Digits) Expiration Date __ 

NAME (please print) ___ _ _____ PHONE _____ _ 
ADDRESS ____ ____ ____ _ APT. # _ _ _ 

CITY STATE ZIP __ _ 
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The.hardest thing about choosing 
a Smith& Wesson is choosing 
aSmith&Wesson. -

" 

a.. -



Choosing the best handguns 
is easy-they all wear the 
Smith & Wesson emblem. 
Choosing from among the best 
handguns is altogether a differ
ent matter. 

Smith & Wesson offers more 
revolvers, more automatics, in 
more models and more config
urations than any other manu
facturer. And they're all backed 

by Smith & Wesson's long
standing reputation for quality 
workmanship and reliable 
performance~ 

In fact, almost 20 million Smith 
& Wesson's have been produced 
and sold. They're the choice of 
46 state police agencies, almost 
every federal agency, and approxi
mately 80% of the municipal 
departments that issue duty guns. 

Make Smith & Wesson your 
choice, too. Even though it may 
be difficult to choose from 
among 42 basic models and 
over 185 variations. 

m ~ 
Smith & Wesson 
A LEAR SIEGLER COMPANY 



L e HK P7 9mm pistol 
is the most advanced 
handgun in the world. 
Compact. Light in 
weight. Accu rate. Its rev

olutionary squeeze cocking 
mechanism puts it in a class 
by itself Simply by grasping 
the handgrip : the gun is 
cocked; ready to fire. N o 
separate safety or ham mer to 
fumble with . You can carry 
the P7 with a cham bered 
round in complete sa fety. 
The ambidextrous magazine 
release lets you reload in a 
matter o f seconds. All w ith
out taking the weapon off 
target. The gun can be fired 
even when the magazine is 
removed. The mo ment the 
grip is released, the gun is 
uncocked and completely 
safe . 

In addition, the gas re
tarded inertia bolt system 
helps keep the gun on target 
between rounds. And the 
unique polygonal barrel 
design o f the P7 provides 
increased velocity and 
accuracy with every shot. 
T he P7's magazine holds 13 
rounds of 9mm Parabellum 
ammunition. And the ab
sence of an extern al safety 
allows ambidextrous sin gle
handed use. 

It 's no wonder that leading 
military, law enforcement 
and special fo rces units 
around the world have 
chosen the Heckler & Koch 
P7. It 's the most uncom
promising handgun ever 
made. 

For 011r 24-pa.ec color /J rocl111 re, 
send SJ to: Ha kler & Koch, In c. 

14601 Lee Road, C ha11 ri ll y, U,. 22021 
703-631-2800 

In a world of compromise, some men don't. 
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