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• Tough Customers 
Dillon Precision has sold over 50,000 pro

gressive reloaders, most of them to average 
shooters and darn nice guys. Some of our cus
tom~rs . however are pretty damn tough. We 
cant give you all the details but we can tell 
you this. Dillon progressive reloaders are in 
use by members of the U.S. Special Forces 
the U.S. Seal Team in Norfolk, VA, the 1s'. 
RAELI MILITARY INDUSTRIES and the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police. Agents from the 
U.S. Secret Service stuff Dillon loaded 9 mm's 
into their UZl 's. Swat teams around the world 
prepare their special ammunition on Dillon re
loaders. Governments in Thailand, Equador 
and the Philippines protect their leaders with 
Dillon ammo. Rumor has it that Dillon loaded 
ammunition went ashore in Grenada Hell 
even Rambo's blanks were loaded on a .Dillon '. 
Wherev_er there is need for special purpose 
ammunition that absolutely must not fail - Dil
lon is there . 

• The New Dillon RL550 
Based on the RL450, the best selling pro

gressive reloader in history, the new RL550 
fills the demands of the worlds toughest cus
tomers. The new automatic powder and primer 
systems, combined with interchangeable die 
holding tool heads, make the Dillon RL550 
incredibly simple for a beginner, as well as 
quickly producing match grade ammo for the 
professional. The Dillon RL550 is available in 
over 115 different rifle and pistol calibers. 
Priced at $234.95, the Dillon RL550 is com
plete to load one caliber, less dies. 

e Your Choice 
There are less expensive reloaders than the 

RL550 and the choice of the worlds toughe~t 
ctustomers may be more reloader than you 
need, but before you put your money down 
consider this . Out of all of the claims and prom
ises for performance, only Dillon will let you try 
the RL550 for 30 days. If it doesn't live up to 
our claims or your expectations return it, we'll 
relund your money including postage. Our 
warranty is simple , no fine print, no time limit, 
no games. Commercial reloader or weekend 
warrior, 500 rounds or 500,000 - if it breaks 
we'll fix it, free. 

e Dillon Progressive Reloading Die 
Sets 

Dillon's tapered carbide sizing die guaran
tees that your bullets will always be tight. Our 
super seating dies have a large "open radius" 
entrance. Starting bullets has never been eas
ier. Accu-crimping takes the mystery out of 
how much crimp is enough. $39.95 in 38/357, 
45 ACP, 9MM and 44 Mag. 

• You Can't Do Without Em 
Dillon's High Quality Alloy Primer Flip Tray 

- $10.50 

Precision Primer Pick Up Tubes - 4 for 
$10.00 

Dillon Caliber Conversion Kits - $23.00 
RL550 Interchangeable Die Holders - 3 for 

$25.00 

e Dillon Electric Case Trimmer 
Case trimming has always been the most 

unpleasant part of reloading. The RT1200 
takes the work out by simultaneously sizing 
and trimming cases. Available in 223, 308 or 
30106. $98.50. 

• Dillon Super Swage 600 
Until now, re-using military brass with its 

crimped in primers has been a slow and un
certain task. The Dillon solution is a remark
ably simple device that allows you to swage 
the primer pocket with speed and ease. $39.95 
complete for large and small primers. 

• Urban Camouflage 
Blend into the firing line at your local range 

in Dillon blue. Caps $4.50, Tee Shirts $6.50, 
Golf Shirts $18.50, Shooters' Jackets $34.95. 

• Order Now 
All Dillon products are sold factory di

rect and backed by a simple sales policy. 
Try our products for 30 days; if you are 
not completely satisfied, simply return for 
a full refund. Ordering from Dillon Preci
sion is simple. Call us TOLL FREE. A 
member of our staff wiil be glad to take 
your order. Please have your Visa or 
Master Card ready when you call. If you 
prefer, we will ship C.O.D. cash with no 
extra C.O.D. charge. All RL550 presses 
are shipped freight paid within the contin
ental U.S. All other orders are subject to a 
$4.00 shipping/handling fee. Call Toll Free 
1-800-421-7632. In Arizona 602-948-8009. 

• • rec1s1on 
Products, Int. 

7442 E. Butherus Drive 
Scottsdale, Az 85260 

TOLL FREE 
1-800-421-7632 
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NO COMPROMISES 
'85 IPSC NATIONALS 
Here's what a few of the competitors have 
to say about their PACT Timers; 

1st Place: R. Leatham"/ never go 
to the range without it and neither 

should you. " 

2nd Place: B. Enos " ... measurably 
improved my basic shooting skills. " 

3rd Place: D. Evancic "I've trained 
~ith my PACT Timer for 2V2 years, 
its the best timer on the market. " 

NEW PACT MKll 
The NEW PACT MKll Championship Timer and 

Chronograph represents our commitment to design 
and production of the finest possible training equip
ment. To create it we combined the original Timer 
and Chrono-mod into a single unit. Then we 
dramatically cut the size and weight of the new 
package. Did we loose any features in the process? 
Not a one, in fact we added a few new ones - like 
a longer time limit for you PPG shooters, and 
automatic power factoring for all you IPSC shooters. 
The result is the smallest, lightest, most dependable, 
most cost effective and we believe, finest shooting 
timer and chronograph in the world . 

WHY DO I NEED A SHOOTING TIMER? 
Whether you are practicing for competition or to 

save your life; if you are going to improve, you must 
keep track of the two elements of markmanship that 
you are striving to master: accuracy and speed. 

Would you consider practicing without a target? 
Of course not, because without a target you have 
no measure of your accuracy. By the same token , 
if you practice without a timer, you have no accurate 
measurement of your speed. 

" The PACT Championship Timer is the most 
versatile timer on the market. Not only.is it an 
excellent training tool, it's also extremely 
useful for running matches. I think it's an ex
cellent value for the money." ... Mike Plaxco 

WHAT DOES THE CHAMPIONSHIP TIMER DO? 
In addition to providing you wrth an instant or 

delayed start signal [the length of delay is adjustable]. 
the MKll Championship Timer records the time of 
each shot fired, " par times" and up to two " stop" 
plates. When you fire , the sound of your pistol trig
gers the unit which will simultaneously display the 
number of the last shot fired , the time since your 
previous shot or " par time", if you are using one, 
and your total time. 

EASY TO USE 

#012 .27 
FIND SHOT 

• You have fired 12 shots. 

... . ....... 
b . I:· ... ..., .. 

• Your twelfth shot came .27 seconds after your 
eleventh shot. 
• Your total time was 6.67 seconds. 

#007 1.54 
FIND SHOT 

4 i::=r7 
• - I 

Now you are curious about how long your reload 
took, so you tell the Timer to " FIND SHOT #7" and 
you see that your reload took you 1.54 seconds. [The 
timer between your sixth and seventh shot.] 

$49.00 CHRONOGRAPH 
" The finest chronograph I have ever used" 
.. . Ross Seyfried 

Whether you shoot reloads or factory ammuni
tion, you need to know how fast the ammunition 
you use is going when it leaves your gun. 

#~]f15 :356 . 2 FF .. :· ·-· 
Pl~IR FCTF.: 171.2 
By having the $49 CHRONO-MODTM installed in 

your Timer, you enable it to double as the best por
table chronograph on the market. When you fire. 
your Timer will display the shot number and veloci
ty of the last shot fired, as well as your current 
average velocity. When you finish your string , push 
" review", the Timer will display high velocity, low 
velocity and their corresponding shot numbers. Push 
" review" again and the Timer will display the ex
treme variation and average deviation. In addition 
each shot may be reviewed individually. Enter the 
bullet weight at the beginning of a string and the 
Timer will compute the power factor for each shot. 

WHY USE SKY SCREENS? 

NEW PACT CHRONOGRAPH IN MAY 
In May we will introduce the PACT Precision 

Chronograph. This is a full feature chronograph which 
will sell for only $199. including sky screens! Please 
call us for more information . 

30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
Try the PACT MKll for 30 days. If you are not 

100% satisfied with every aspect of its performance, 
send it back undamaged (no fair driving over it) and 
we will refund your money. That 's our promise and 
you can depend on it. 

DO IT TODAY 
Ordering a PACT MKll is easy! 

BY PHONE: 1-800-722-8462 
[In Texas] 1-214-641-0049 

BY MAIL: We 'll need to know your name, 
address, and daytime phone number. Please 
enclose a personal check, bank check, 
money order or card number and expiration 
date from your Visa or MasterCard. C.O.D. 
orders welcome . 
PACT MKll CHAMPIONSHIP TIMER - $329 
PACT CHRONO-MOD [optional) - $49 
PACT SKY SCREENS $15. EACH $25./PAIR 
(compatible with Oehler chronographs) 

Shipping & Insurance - $5 UPS Ground, $1 O 
UPS Air. 4% charge for Visa or MasterCard. 
Texas residents add 5% sales tax. 

NOTE:This $329 price includes the Timer 
with belt clip, battery charger and manual. 
The CHRONO-MOD can be purchased with 
your Timer or it can be installed at a later 
date. 

BROCHURE AVAILABLE covering the 
PACT product line. $1 .00 refundable with 
first purchase. 

One year limited warranty. 
The MKll is about as easy to use as your pocket 

calculator. For example, to enter a stop beep or " par 
time" at 4 seconds, simply push " PAR". The timer 
will tell you " ENTER PAR TIME AND PUSH SET" 
so you push " 4" , "SET" . Want to change it to 6 
seconds? Just push " PAR" , " 6", " SET" , it's that 
simple! 

The MKll uses remote mounted PACT or Oehler 
sky screens because we think it 's stupid to launch 
bullets at things that cost lots of money! Should you P. 0. Box 531525 

GIVE ME AN EXAMPLE: 
Let's say you fire six shots, reload and fire six 

more shots. Here is an example of what the Timer 
will display: 

ever miss and hit a sky screen (you never miss?) Grand Prairie, TX 75053 
your replacement cost may be as low as $2.50 for 
a new sky screen body and will not be higher than [214] 641-0049 
$15. for a brand new sky screen. 1-800-PACT INC 

PACT, MKll Championship Timer and CHRONO-MOD are Trademarks of Practical Applied Computer Technology, Inc. 



PIST01SMITHING 
JOHN G. LAWSON 

COLT OFFICER'S ACP BENEFITS FROM 
PISTOLSMITHING, SPECIAL HANDLOADS 

The idea of a short, light compact pistol of 
major caliber has always appealed to 

detectives, undercover officers and busi
nessmen who carry a weapon .day and night 
under a broad spectrum of dress codes and 
weather circumstances. By the mid-1960s, 
nearly every gunsmith who numbered these 
categories of concealed carriers among his 
customers, had tried his hand at sawing and 
chopping the Government model or the 
Commander into a more concealable 
package. 

The problems that developed with the 
genre of "chopped and channeled" pistols, 
mostly related to reliability of function , grad
ually made this kind of alteration a lost cause. 
The shortened recoil spring plugs, spring 
guides and springs themselves were the cause 
for most concern. In these alterations, the 
'radically shortened recoil spring almost 
always packed in full recoil, taking the full 
rearward blow of the slide. The result was 
short spring life overall, after a predictable 
cycle of permanent compression, or spring 
shortening, due to the incessant pounding. 

The reduced spring tension resulted in 
failures to feed reliably, first with semi-wad
cutter shapes, then even bobbling hardball 
rounds. I can remember my thoughts of those 
days vividly, as I cut a half dozen extra 
springs for my cutoff GM: If Wolff would 
only make a proper recoil spring for the 
shortened slide model, failure to function , 
the only thing standing in the way of reliabil
ity for this useful and increasingly popular 
conversion. Wishful thinking. Letters of 

ld5::1 
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"Pam Covnp .45" 
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inquiry were either ignored or responded to 
with form letters. 

When the Colt factory first marketed the 
Officer's ACP, I saw a passing bandwagon 
that I had to climb aboard. All of the old 
desires for a short, stubby pistol of major 
caliber were at last being catered to with a 
properly engineered factory weapon. At last, 
a very concealable pistol in .45 ACP. I 
admired the sleek, functional lines and mar
veled at the original engineering thoughts 
that had produced a reduced size Com
mander that was reliable, hard hitting and 
... uh, oh! Back up there. What about the 
hard hitting aspect? 

A simple penetration test in soft pine 
brought back the old doubts and fears. The 
Officer's ACP produced roughly one-fourth 
the penetration with some popular loads and 
one-third with 0thers. Since everything else 
about the pistol.. that I felt needed some 
improvement was standard procedure with 
the larger Colts, I set to work on some 
improved loads. 

I had already exchanged the factory wood 
grips for a set of Kim Ahrends' custom 
cocobolo checkered Officer's ACP grips with 
a different radius through the width, resulting 
in (for me) a more secure and better fitting 
grip using the short factory issue trigger, and 
cut away to allow more rapid access to the 
magazine catch button. The factory dual 
recoil spring had disappeared into a bottom 
drawer, replaced by a Wolff single coil 
designed especially for the snubby slabside 
weapon. A trigger job, with a takeup and 
overtravel screw added to the factory trigger 
and the usual list of plugging and tinkering 
common to all Colt pistol reliability jobs -
ramp polishing, barrel throating, extractor 
polishing, magazine catch polishing and 
some general detail work resulted in what is, 
for me at least, the ideal packing pistol for all 
seasons. 

With one glaring exception, that is: The 
hardly-better-than-.380 ballistics syndrome. 

Some work at the drawing board and a 
long letter to NEI , the bullet mold manufac
turer in Oregon, resulted in a 180 grain .454" 
SWC mold, a 150 grain .451" and a 138 grain 
.451" SWC mold that is the basis of my 
current handloading experiments. 

The stubby 150 grain SWC seems the best 
choice for a fast load with excellent ballistics. 
Loading data is non-existent for these light 
pills, but any careful and methodical hand
loader can work up a really hot street load 
that remains within the normal pressure 
range, due to the bullet design that allows 

increased capacity in the loaded case. 
Like anything in the realm of science and 

mechanics, there is a law of diminishing 
returns that applies to short, handy, very con
cealable handguns. The light, short bullets 
necessary to bring them up to full ballistic 
potential have to give up something in the 
category of accuracy to reach peak perfor
mance. Short range accuracy is acceptable 
with all of the above bullets; it is long range 
target accuracy that suffers. We aren't dealing 
with a target weapon, however. We are look
ing for a load that will get us out of a potential 
write-off in a lethal encounter. The little 150 
grain bullet moving out of the stubby ACP's 
barrel at magnum velocity will serve nicely. 

There are some definite stirrings of nostal
gia as I look at my little Officer's ACP. I 
remember the after-midnight sessions with 
Narcs and Detectives and long hours at the 
bench and milling machine. It was some of 
these early experiments that prompted the 
Hartford factory to finally produce the little 
.45 . Witness their advertisement showing a 
hacksawed slide and frame. So, the sun 
finally sets on an era of pistolsmithing in 
which I played my bit part, then exited stage 
left. But, every time I pick up the Officer's 
ACP and admire the tiny, powerful package, 
for me, it's yesterday ~ 
once more. ~ 

Kim Ahrends Custom Grips (Officer's grips) 
915 First Ave. S.E. 
Clarion, IA 50525 
(515) 532·3449 

Northeast Industrial , Inc. (bul let molds) 
Bullet Mold Division 
P.O. Box 249 
Canyon City, OR 97820 
(503) 575·2513 

Brownel ls, Inc. (Wolff springs) 
Route 2, Box 1 
Montezuma, IA 50171 

TEDDY: GUNS FOR ME, 
NONE FOR YOU! 

A man entering a Senate office building 
was arrested for carrying two submachine 
guns, a pistol, and 146 rounds of ammunition. 
He explained he was acting as a bodyguard 
for Mr. Gun Control himself, Senator 
Edward Kennedy. He was released when 
Kennedy confirmed his story. In a public 
statement, Kennedy added that he is still per
sonally opposed to guns.* 

*Quoted verbatim from the National Review, 
February 14, 1986. 

In this election year, the American Ha1ul
gunner urges you to register to vote, and then 
VOTE! Together we can oust the gun grab
bers from Washington through the demo
cratic process. A "report card" on how your 
Congressmen and Senators voted on gun 
control issues is available on request from the 
NRA's Institute for Legislative Action, Gov
ernmental Affairs Division , 1600 Rhode 
Island Ave. NW, Washington DC, 20036. 
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Own an original work of gun 
engraver's art by the man whose 
rifle set a new world's record, 
Lyn/on McKenzie, engraver of the 
$201 ,000 Safari Club Inter
national Rifle. 

Since 191!, Americans have defended our free
doms with the Ml 91lA1 .45 Automatic Pistol. 

It has served longer and fought more battles than 
any other firearm in American military history. 

Now, to honor the retirement of the .45 from 
military service, The American Historical Foun
dation, in conjunction with the NRA-established 
Firearms Civil Rights Legal Defense Fund, is 
proud to announce the .45 Automatic Commemo
rative Buckle. 

Important And Useful Collectible 
This is an important collectible that can be 

worn daily, as it makes a proud statement about 
the owner. It captures the spirit and tradition of 
the "Old Warhorse"- and the patriotism and 
military valor associated with it. 

The historical importance of this milestone 
dictates that this buckle be the finest of its type. 
So, we went to a firearms engraver-not a buckle 
maker. And the man we commissioned is in our 
opinion, the best gun engraver in Americ;. Some 
call him the best in the world. He has engraved 
guns ?f all types for presidents and kings, not to 
mention the Safari Club International Rifle 
which sold for $201,000, a new world's record. 

A Lynton McKenzie Original 
We wanted this buckle to be a genuine, origi

nal "McKenzie." It is. Your buckle is actually 
struck directly from the steel master hub, hand 
engraved by Lynton McKenzie. The work is so 
precise that even under magnification each 
?uckle act1:1ally looks hand ~graved. The engrav
mg style 1s classic English. All details of the 
M1911Al are clearly visible. The whole design is 
contained within a border of bound oak leaves 
signifying order, security and honor. ' 

This buckle is "gentleman" size and fits 

standard 1" to 1114" belts, so you can wear it with a 
suit or sport clothes. 

Individual buckles are crafted in three differ
ent limited editions, as shown above. 

Authorized By NRA-Established 
Defense Fund 

It is appropriate that this important buckle is 
authorized by the Firearms Civil Rights Legal 
Defense Fund, established by the National Rifle 
Association. They fight the legal maneuverings of 
those who would take away our constitutional 
right to keep and bear arms. 

This NRA-established Fund has wholeheart
edly officially endorsed this buckle- the first 
time it has ever lent its support to a commemo
rative. 

The Fund receives a portion of each reserva
tion fee, and its name and other commemorative 
inscriptions appear on the back of each buckle. 
This will add to your pride when you wear it and 
enhance the buckle's value as a collectible. 

Engraved Serial Number 
Each buckle is engraved on the reverse with 

its own limited edition serial number. The buck
les are availabltrindividually or in matched sets of 
three-each with identical numbers (a good idea 
for collectors). These original buckles could be
come important collectibles in the future. 

The Foundation issues a Certificate of Au
t?enti~ity with each buckle, attesting to the edi
t11~n. hm1t, the assay of the precious metal, the 
ongm of the master engraving by Lyn ton McKen
zie, and the official endorsement of the NRA
established Defense Fund. 

Belt By Tex Shoemaker 
A top-quality belt by famous holster maker 

Tex Shoemaker is also available. Each is made of 
thick, saddle leather, fully leather lined, stitched 

and embossed with a basketweave pattern. Width 
is 1 114"; available in tan or black. Please specify 
length and color. 

How To Reserve 
This is available exclusively from The Amer

ican Historical Foundation. To place your reserva
tion call (2~-hour toll-free, 1-800-368-8080), use 
the reservahon form below or personally visit. 
With your buckle you will also receive Member
ship in the Foundation. Satisfaction is guaran
teed, or return within one month for a full refund. 

Thi~ is a ~a~e opportunity .to acquire a Lyn ton 
McKenzie ongmal, show a piece of history, tell 
the world about your interests, contribute to a 
good cause, add to your collection, and own a 
buckle you can wear with pride-all at the same 
time. 

,--------------------------------
RESERVATIO 

Sati sfaction guaranteed or Return in 30 days for Full 
Refund . 
To: The American Historical Foundation 

1142 West Grace Street, Dept. B55 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 
Telephone: (804) 353-1812 
24-hour toll-free reservations: (800) 368-8080. 

Please send the following .45 Commemorative 
Buckle(s) engraved with the Limited Edition Serial 
Number on the reverse. 

/ - Jewelers' Bronze, at $19. i - 24-Karat, Gold Plated Bronze, at $45. 

1 - Solid Sterling Silver, 24-Karat Gold Plated 
/ Pistol and Border, at $195. 
: - Collectors' Matched Set of Three (one of each 

1 
version), at $249 per set, a savings of $10. 

/ I also wish to reserve the following saddle-
! leather belts at $22: 
: Size: . . . . (Tan) Size: . . . . . (Black) 
I 0 Check or money order enclosed. 0 Charge my credit card. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Name 

Address ... • .... • .... • . ... •. . .. ..... . .. • ....... 

For Visa, MasterCard or Amex, please send account num
ber, expiration date and signature. Va. residents add tax. 



Ifyou·don't subscribe to GUNS, 
there's no telling what you'll 

have to do to get it ... 

"Okay, so who wants the Custom Gun section?" 

Or at least part of it. 
It could be only a matter of time before your 

local newsstand curator is forced to ration off 
the last copy of GUNS, one section at a time. 

Fortunately GUNS Magazine has something 
for everybody, so if it came down to rationing 
you would have a very good chance of getting 
your favorite section, but why take the chance? 

The popularity of GUNS makes it one of the 
fastest selling newsstand publications around. 
That's probably why more people have decided 
to subscribe than ever before. If you're not one 
of them, someday you could come away from 
the newsstand with a little less of GUNS than 
you'd hoped for. 

Don't settle for part of GUNS when you can 
get the whole thing every month by subscrib
ing. You won't miss a word on Gunsmithing, 
benchresting, handloading, handguns, or any 
other GUNS feature. You'll save money too! A 
two year subscription will save you $23.15 off 
the newsstand price. 

So get all of GUNS, every month. Subscribe 
today! Use the adjoining order card or write to: 
GUNS MAGAZINE Dept. 96, P.O. Box 85201, 
San Diego, CA 92138 

The Finest In The Firearms 
Field For Over 30 Years. 



COPTAUC 
MASSAD AYOOB 

AYOOB AND HIS CHIEFS-HE JUDGES 
THEM BY THEIR DUTY GUN POLICIES 

0 ne of the most maddening tasks for the 
police instructor is to make his superiors 

understand why he wants more potent and 
sophisticated weaponry, and related equip
ment, for the officers on the street. Too often , 
the chief is someone who started as a 
patrolman back when round-nose lead .38 
ammo and dump-pouches and regular safety
strap holsters were state-of-the-art, and has 
been away from the patrol beat climbing his 
career ladder while the men doing the job 
were waking up to hollowpoints and Mag
nums, speedloaders, and security/speed 
holsters. 

Some chiefs are sensitive to the needs of 
their men on the front lines, and some aren't. 
You can sometimes tell how they feel about it 
by the guns they carry themselves, and the 
way they carry them. 

~n less than ten years on the street, in two 
municipal police departments, I've worked in 
capacities from patrolman to firearms 

instructor to training sergeant under no less 
than five chiefs. One wore a 4" blue model 10 
S&W heavy barrel with his street uniform, a 
2" S&W model 12 snubnose (Military & 
Police Airweight) with his dress uniform, 
and a blue 2" Chief Special off duty. His rules 
on guns were, "Carry whatever you want, so 
long as it's at least a .38 Special ," and he was 
the first man in the department's history to 
issue hollowpoint hotloads, back in '72 . He 
backed his men to the hilt. We loved him. 

One was a man with whom I initially 
shared a mutual dislike yet a mutual respect, 
and by the time he left, we had both changed 
enough on the job to like each other. He 
wasn't a gun person, but he was a fighter. His 
first duty gun as a patrolman, privately 
owned, was a Spanish .32 revolver, and an 
embarrassed chief had to issue him a model 
10. He still carried that gun in uniform to the 
day he left the Chiefs job, but for his men, he 
purchased the then-new S&W model 66 

stainless .357 Magnum four-inch . Both of his 
staff firearms people had advised against the 
choice and reconunended the Ruger, but he 
wanted the same gun State Police were issu
ing. It mollified us ~omewhat when he said 
that the instructors could carry what we 
wanted; we patted the Colt .45 autos in our 
holsters and quit complaining. A decorated 
combat vet, that chief introduced fuJl-auto 
weaponry to the department, and had 
planned to put a CAR-15 assault rifle in every 
patrol car had his tenure lasted. 

I got along famously with my next chief, a 
street-hard veteran who was comfortable 
with a .380 Walther PPK/s in plainclothes 
and a 21h " 66 in uniform. He always 
qualified sharpshooter to expert, but still had 
me sight in his guns for him even after I told 
him that other men's eyes don't translate 
through gunsights. He was generous with the 
firearms budget. Under him, detectives as 
well as top-shooting uniformed officers could 
carry .45 automatics or .357 Magnums. And 
while the department still allowed .38 Spe
cials, he discouraged them among uniformed 
personnel. He considered the 12-gauge the 
ultimate police weapon, carrying his per
sonal Hi-Standard 8113 in his unmarked car, 
and he was the sort of man who went into 
manhunt scenes in front of us instead of 
behind us. 

Any of us would have followed that Chief 
into Hell , and he would have made sure we 
had enough ammo to shoot our way back out. 
I remember the day he and I were discussing 
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a budget proposal at Headquarters when a 
burglar alarm came in, and we were first on 
the scene because we were closest. He 
seemed to have as much confidence in his 
.380 as I did in my .45 when we froze the 
suspects. A Man. 

The fourth came to our department from a 
major metropolitan agency that believed God 
only endorsed .38 Specials with fixed sights 
and round-nose lead ammo. Upon learning 
that he was taking over a department where 
.357 Magnum was virtually standard, he was 
said to have exclaimed, "Whaddya shoot up 
there, trees?!? I was told that he had come 
close to an apoplectic seizure after seeing me 
walk through the squadroom in uniform with 
a cocked and locked Colt National Match .45 
auto in my Bucheimer Police Auto Break
front holster. 

Of all the chiefs I had worked for, he was 
the most "anti-gun." Yet, ironically, he gave 
me as a department weapons instructor more 
power than ever before to set up a tough 
course, and qualify every officer with full
power ammo on pain of being dismissed if 
they failed. We went with a variation of the 
Illinois State Police course-part PPC, but 
more IPSC-adapted to the revolver. He 
wanted to de-escalate to .38s, but after the 
chief training lieutenant and I reasoned with 
him, he sat back and said, "OK, Ayoob, you 
wanna standardize on the 125-grain .357 

' Magnum hollowpoint. You also wanna 
qualify em on this super course of yours. Tell 
you what: if they all qualify with all Magnum 

loads, you got it. But if one of 'em fails, you 
all carry 158-grain round nose lead .38 
Specials!" 

With the help of the Patrolman's Associa
tion, we got a quantity of Magnum practice 
ammo and ran two unpaid "get-ready" shoots 
that virtually all sworn officers attended. 
Every officer, on qualification day, blasted his 
full-powered Magnum to a qualifying score 
on a course that one official from the Police 
Standards and Training Council admitted had 
to be the most advanced in the state, a course 
that required responses like two rounds on 
two silhouettes, in two seconds, at five yards. 

But there were two paybacks from that. 
One was that all of us had to carry the model 
66 .357 revolver with the issue 125-gr Rem
ington JHP load, something I did for eighteen 
months, never feeling especially uncomfort
able about it. The other was that the chief and 
I had now developed an adversarial rela
tionship, one that was augmented by a few 
other clashes. In 1980, I resigned from the 
department. 

I figured to take a year's sabbatical from 
the street and just do research. With a book 
contract from Bantam, and the growing 
demands of my Lethal Force Institute, that 
extended to two years. 

I had grown comfortable as an "ex-cop 
police instructor," and found reason to turn 
down multiple offers to get back behind the 
badge. Then, - in mid-1982, the former co
ordinator of the State's Police Academy 
called me from the office where he had just 

been installed as Chief of Police. 
It was a short conversation. He spoke of 

creating a police department with a Magnum 
level of training, in terms of professionalism 
and crisis intervention and courtroom testi
mony, as well as guns and clubs and fists. He 
spoke of creating a model police agency. He 
had been chief in a department or two before, 
and I had worked on the street with him once 
as a patrolman, and I knew he could do it. 

Before I accepted the offer and the ser
geant's stripes, I looked at his gun . He packed 
a Ruger stainless .357 in a classic Berns
Martin breakfront, backed by HKS speed
loaders, and on his belt was a custom knife he 
had forged himself. 

You can tell a man by his equipment almost 
as surely as by his reputation. I knew him by 
both to be solid. I accepted. 

I had always thought that ifl went back on 
the job, it would only be wearing a .45 auto in 
a Bianchi Auto-Draw. I reported for duty 
instead with a 4" Combat Magnum, sporting 
an Andy Cannon combat action and Magna
Trigger Safety Conversion, in a Bianchi 27K 
breakfront. As training sergeant, I could 
carry what I wanted, but I knew that I had to 
carry something the patrolmen could identify 
with until such time as they had been 
advance-trained to a lofty level. 

As I stepped into the patrol car that first 
day, my uniformed arm fell to the Combat 
Magnum. It felt comfortable. ....... 
It seemed as ifl had come home. ~ 

PUT THE FUTURE IN THE PALM OF YOUR HAND. 

10 

THE GLOCK 17. 

Get a grip on the semi-automatic 9mm pistol as newly 
designed by Glock. Simpler, lighter, more reliable. More 
advanced than you ever imagined a semi-automatic 
handgun could be. 

With only 33 parts including magazine components, the 
Glock 17 affords a new stripping ond deaning ease. 

For shooting comfort, its frame is manufactured entirely 
of tough featherweight polymers, weighing approximately 
80% less than its steel-framed counterparts. The Glock 17 
weighs an amazing 27.9 oz. loaded, less than most other 
handguns in its class unloaded. 

And you can count on Glock for unparalleled 
performance. With any type 9mm factory-made ammo. In 
rigorous tests from 392° F to -104 ° F, after more than 
15,000 rounds, this gun operated without a Raw. 
There's no question about safety either, Glock's 
ingenious new "safe action" system has three 
internal automatic safety devices. 

The only thing not advanced about the Glock 17 
is its price. It's very affordable! That means there's 
nothing standing between you and the future. 

Someday all pistols may be built and perform 
like the Glock 17. 

For Glock 17 pistol infonnation, contact your dealer or write 
to Glock, Inc., P.O. Box 369, Smyrna, GA 30081. 

Your Glock 17 comes in a tough, lockable 
polymer cose complete with extro 
magazine and loader, spare rear sight, 
cleaning kit, and owner's manual. 
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GUNRUNNING FOR FUN AND PROFIT 
by Ragnar Benson 

Arms deals come and go very quickly, but the luc rat1vefle ld 
of gunrunning 1s wide open, says Ragnar Benson. And he 
should know: A 30-year veteran of the gunrunning trade, he 
tells you where to buy and sell weapons, what 1s selhng and 
who 1s supplyi ng , how !o get the goods from Point A (where 
they're not worth much) to Point B (where they're worth a 
lot), how to make con nec t1ons, and how to make gunrun
ning a business. Just as important, Benson tells you how to 
get ou t of a hot spot in an emergency and how to get paid , 
and provides the latest U.S. government regulations relat
ing to arms trafficking. 8112 x 11 , softcover , photos. 120 pp. 

$15.00 

IMPROVISED EXPLOSIVES 
How to Milke Your Own 

by Seymour Leeker 
From a former top explosives expert 
with the lsraeh Army comes a man 
ual that presents ten simple yet 
powerful formulas for explosives 
and incendiaries that give the basis 
for making bombs, booby traps and 
mmes. Learn to obtain or make the 
needed chemicals, or get substi 
tutes. For information only! S'h x 8'h , 

._ _____ __, sottcover, illus., 80 pp. $8.00 

MAKE'EM PAY 
Ultimate Revenge Techniques from 

the Master Trickster 
Want to see your enemies grovel at 
your feet? The meanest man 1n the 
world and author of the infamous Get 
Even brings you the latest in dirty 
tricks, schemes, scams and stunts. 
Getting back at a landlord, politician, 
salesman , util i ty, restaurant , or 
supermarket 1s a c1nch with over 130 
creatively nasty techniques. For 
entertainment only! S'h x 8'h, hard 
cover, 224 pp. $14.95 

THE AR-15/M16: A PRACTICAL GUIDE 
by Duncan Lo ng 

The AR- 15/ M16, the inspiration for so many modern 
assault nfles, 1s covered herein this definitive book. Should 
you wish to build your own or convert tt to auto fire , Duncan 
Long supplies you with parts and tool hsts and detailed 
step-by-step 1nstruct1ons. Virtually any accessory you may 
wish to buy for your AR-15 1s listed. Invaluable to the M16 
owner, this comprehensive book also covers assembly and 
disassembly, conversion kits and mod1f1cat1ons. trouble
shooting, ammun1t1on, combat use, lubncation and more. 
8\0 x 11, sottcover, photos, 168 pp. $16.95 

THE MINl-14 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 
Calling all Min i-14 owners! Convert your Mini into a full-auto, silenced SWAT-type 

weapon with this all-new home workshop guide! The Mini-14 Exotic Weapons Sys
tem presents complete machinist's drawings, forty close-up photos, and full-scale 
templates needed to convert your Ruger into an awesome selective-fire weapon 
capable of field-clearing firepower. Note that this conversion process requires no 
machining or special tools . Once comp leted , it takes just five minutes to drop in the 
Automatic Connector (the book 's secret!) or remove it as needed . l!'s that simple! 

Created by the author of Home Workshop Silencers and The AR-7 Exotic Weapons 
System, this book is without doubt the finest selective-fire conversion manual that 
Paladin has ever published . If you own a Mini-14, don't delay . Order now' 9 x 12, 
softcover, machinist 's drawings, photos, full-scale templates, 72 pp . 
ISBN 0-87364-250-3. $15.00 

GET EVEN: 
The Complele Book of Dirty Tricks 
A hilarious overview o f the methods 
people use to get even with big busi 
ness. government and enem ies 
More sophisticated and involved 
tricks are inc luded, such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and poltttcal dirty tricksters. Over 80 
sections present dirty tri cks ranging 
from the simple to the elaborate. 5Y2 
x 8 \0, hardcover. 192 pp. $14.95 

COMBAT AMMUNITION 
Everything You Need to Know 

by Duncan Long 
Go beyond the dealer's shelves and make your own special 
types of ammo-ammo that can 't be found anywhere else! 
Combat Ammunition explains how to create multiple pro
jectile rounds, exploding bullets, safety slugs, armor
piercing bullets and tracers. Just as important, learn which 
bullet designs do not work 1n combat, what bullets are best 
suited for particular situations and weapons, and how to 
safely increase the,effectiveness of any cal iber of weapon 
through careful ammunition selection. 8'h x 11 , hardcover, 
illus., photos, tables, charts, appendices, 136 pp. $19.95 

HOME WORKSHOP SILENCERS I 
All the construction and operating procedures needed to 
build an smg silencer, pistol silencer and simplified smg 
expedient silencer are detailed here. In addition to these 
high-quality, precise silencer designs- which are adapt
able to ex isting pistol-type calibers- you will find 
improvised materials and machining techniques. Over fifty 
machinist's drawings are included to make your task of 
making these silencers much easier. Note that Home 
Workshop Silencers I is offered for reference and historical 
purposes only. 9 x 12, sottcover, illus .. 72 pp. $12.00 

THE BROWNING HI-POWER EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 
Lea rn the secret of how the Browning Hi-Power pistol. 
used by some of NATO's ehte forces, can now be simply 
and reliably converted to selective and full -auto fire. Two 
systems can be used to fire full auto: one requires the 
handbuilding of two small parts, requiring no modifi cation 
to the sllde or receiver. The second system incorporates a 
simple fire- selector device, which requires one small hole 
be made on the receiver to operate the mechanism for dual 
mode of fire. To control your Hi-Power 1n full auto, a 
soph1st1cated folding fron tgnp ts also added. For historical 
and reference purposes only. 9 x 12, softcover, machinist 
drawings, templates, photos. 72 pp S15.00 

ASSAULT PISTOLS, RIFLES AND SUBMACHINE GUNS 
by Duncan Long 

Modern military, police and civilian combat weapons
both foreign and domestic-are detailed in this guide to 
assault rifles, submachine guns and the new "assault 
pistols." Practical in fo on how to operate and field-strip 
these weapons, factory and attermarket accessories, 
weapon specifications, and the ballistics for which they are 
chambered are provided. Sneak previews of new and 
experimental firearms and trends in small arms are in
cluded, as are troubleshooting procedures, ballistic tables 
for common rounds, and a list of firearms and accessories 
manufacturers and distributors. 81/2 x 11, hardcover, photos, 
illus., appendices, 152 pp. $19.95 

NEW 
1.D. IN 
ANERICA 

~ . . 

~ 
BVANOHYMOUS 

Mi4A 
SECOND 
CHANCE! 

ift a~ 
DIMRM'l:NG1'fft 

./\&MED Ass.All.A. NT 

NEW l.D. IN AMERICA 
Want one more chance at life-with 
a "clean slate?" Trade in your old 
identity for a new start Here is a 
step-by-step guide to creating a 
totally new you- with a birth certifi
cate, passport, driver's license. 
Social Security number- all you 
need for breaking with your past. 
5\0 x 8\0, sottcover, illus., 120 pp. 

$12.00 

NO SECOND CHANCE! 
Disarming the Armed Ass.tifamt 

by Bradley }. Steiner 
You're staring down the barrel of a 
gun and you 're unarmed. You have 
only a second to wrest control and 
keep i~-because there won't be a 
second chance. Steiner profiles the 
assailants and lethal weapons you 
could face and graphically demon 
strates the instant, ruthless action 
that will save your hfe. 51h x 8'h, sott 
cover, 135 photos, 176 pp. $12.00 

THE RUGER 1022 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 
Here is a conversion system you can bet your life on! Now 
you can transform your Ruger 1022 into a selective-ft re, 
close-combat gun you can trust. With simple hand tools, 
you can build the parts that will convert your trusty Ruger 
1022 into a selective-fire weapon that can fire over 1,000 
rounds per minute on full auto-au without modifying the 
receiver or trigger housing in any way. Just drop in the 
conversiOn parts, and you 're ready for whatever- or 
whomever- comes. Over 60 explicit photos, machinist's 
drawings and full-scale templates accompany the de
tailed instructions for making th is conversion foolproof. 
9 x 12, softcover, illus., 96 pp. $15.00 

OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 
, ............. . 
t PALADIN PRESS ...... Ca ll TOLL FREE. for cred it ca rd o rders: 

I I po BOX 1307- LPG .... 1-800-824-7888; Ask fo r Operato r #249. 
I . . m Alaska & Hawai i, 1-800-824-7919.Send $1 

BOULDER, CO 80306 • , fo r latest PALADIN CATALOG. Catalog I .Sol Pho n e (303) 443-7250 free with order. 
WALTHER P-38 AUTO 

PISTOL .. . . ... ........ . . .... $ 5.00 
REMINGTON 1100 EXOTIC 

WEAPON SYSTEM . 
UP YOURS! . . . . $14.95 

I 
I COMBAT SURVIVAL. 

SURVIVAL POACHING . 
RUGER CARBINE 

COOKBOOK 
SPECIAL FORCES 

HANDBOOK . 

$15.00 
$14.95 
$16.95 

... $ 6.00 

I Please send me the following titles: I 

I ~~~~~• 

RUGER PISTOL EXOTIC 
WEAPONS SYSTEM . 

SURVIVAL/FIGHTING 
$15.00 . 

KNIVES. . $14.00 
.. $ 8.00 COMPLETE BOOK OF COMBAT 

BULL'S-EYE: CROSSBOWS HANDGUNNING . . . $14.95 
BY RAGNAR BENSON ....... $ 8.00 SPECIAL FORCES FOREIGN 

HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON WEAPONS HANDBOOK . $24.95 
ANYBODY $30.00 THE FIGHTING GARAND OWNER'S 

SILENCERS IN THE 1980s . $12.00 MANUAL . . ..... $ 9.95 
THE AR-7 EXOTIC 150 QUESTIONS FOR A 

WEAPONS SYSTEM $15.00 GUERRILLA 
SELECTIVE FIRE UZI ... .... ... . $10.00 RANGER HANDBOOK . 

$ 8.00 
. .. $ 8.00 

·~~~~~- I I Payment: 0 Check or M oney Order, 0 VISA, 0 MasterCard. 

I 
Card No.---------------- Exp. ___ SUBTOTAL - - --- I 
NAME ---------------------- Please include I 

I 
$3.00 postage 

ADDRESS --------------------- and handling ----- I MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE - DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
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Buy One IDBI! Book, Get One Free! 

#AW 

#THO 

#AD4 

The Gun Digest Book Of 
ASSAULT WEAPONS 
Edited by Jack Lewis 

The complete picture of all that's 
happening in the field of assault 
weaponry. Special introductory section 
provides an overview of the military 
aspects of the subject from early use to 
current developments. Lewis discusses 
the impact of these increasingly 
sophisticated firearms on the civilian 
community including a report on the 
Synchro-Fire system, devised for 
directing concentrated, accurate 
gunfire against terrorists and hostage
takers. A complete section on the full
auto family covers the expectations and 
needs of the law enforcement and 
military communities, with critical 

TURKEY HUNTER'S 
DIGEST 
By Dwain Bland 

Dwain Bland is a turkey hunter par 
excellence. He has hunted all four 
subspecies across the country and the 
Gould's Turkey in Old Mexico. He 
would rather hunt turkey than do just 
about anything else. And he does, too, 
at the drop of a hat! His knowledge and 
skill are recognized as unparalleled by 
those qualified to judge. For expert and 
novice alike, to hunt with Dwain Bland 
is an unforgettable experience. Now 
Bland shares this knowledge with all of 
us in this truly complete handbook. In a 
folksy, readable style, he discusses the 
wild turkey from descriptions of the 
subspecies, habits and habitats, to call-

ARCHER'S DIGEST 
4th Edition 
Edited by Roger Combs 
Combs, Editorial Director of 
Bow & Arrow Hunting magazine, has 
assembled an all-new edition of 
ARCHER'S DIGEST bringing the 
reader over 20 chapters of current and 
authoritative information on all facets of 
the Archer's sport. He starts with a 
touch of history on the development of 
modern archery competition and 
hunting and follows with extensive 
sections on the longbow, recurve and 
compound with additional coverage of 
the newer cam-wheel compounds and 
some of the more sublime. There's a 
special section on crossbows, the 
biggest sellers of the past few years, 

reviews of specific models and a 
preview of the future of full-auto 
weaponry. Testfire reports on the Aug/ 
Steyr, the Enfield System, the Beretta 
M128S and 93R, the H & Kand Viking 
systems. The semi-auto section looks 
into the growing consumer popularity 
of these legal-to-own weapons. Testfire 
reports on the AR-15, AR-180, Barrett 
M-82 and Ruger's Mini-14, among 
others. The practical use of the 22 
rimfire by law enforcement, home 
defense and the mi litary is debated in 
its own section, complete with testfire 
reports. Full coverage of the assault shot
guns is inc luded. 256 8'12'' x 11" pages. 

ing, scattering and stealth hunting. He 
covers firearms, loads, calls , clothing. 
camouflage - all the equipment 
necessary whether hunting with muzzle 
loader (as he does) or modern shotgun 
or rifle. Scouting the countryside before 
the season begins. Hunting in 
unfamiliar territory. Dressing out and 
cooking. Dozens of tried and true 
recipes. Trophy hunting. Photography. 
Weighing and measuring. Taxidermy. 
Directory of manufacturers and game 
commissions. Bibliography. This is one 
great book. And Dwain Bland is 
certainly one of the very top guides in 
the country. 256 8'12'' x 11 " pages. 

and the compound crossbow. All the 
arrow types are covered including 
wood, aluminum, fiberglass and the 
new fluted aluminum shafts from the 
Far East. Full coverage is given to each 
of the archery specialties: Target, Field, 
Flight shooting and Silhouette. The 
large bowhunting section covers deer, 
elk, bear, antelope, sheep and goats, 
exotics and small game. Brief 
biographies of the leaders in the U.S. 
archery movement, lots of product 
information and a great do-it-yourself 
chapter round out the new fourth 
edition. 256 8112'' x 11" pages. 

USE COUPON ON OPPOSITE PAGE TO ORDER NOW! --~ 



Buy One IDBI! Book, Get One Free! 
1986GUN DIGEST 1986GUNSILLUSTRATED 
40th Edition 18th Edition 

Edited by Ken Warner Edited by Harold A. Murtz 
The world's biggest selling gun Features on Tippmann 's rim-
book. Over 50 articles by the fire machine gun, Heym's SR-
top writers in the field plus 20, Kleinguenther's new K-
the latest testfire reports. 22, H&R's Magnum, S&W's 
AND the best compact cata- 9mm auto pistols, Randall 's 
log of U.S. and imported fire- 45 Raider, double-action 45 
arms on the market. 492 8 W' autos, and more. Plus big cata-
x 11" pages. log. 320 8W' x 11" pages. 

#GD86 . ...... $15.95 #GI86 ........ $13.95 
GUN DIGEST BOOK OF GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 
RIFLESMITHING MODERN GUN VALUES 

By Jack Mitchell 5th Edition 
Covers locking systems, proven By Jack Lewis 
designs, trig_gers, safeties, Greatly expanded to include 
barrel riflin~crownin11, bed- all non-military guns introduced 
ding, bolt Jewelling, mstal- between 1900 and 1983. Thou-
ling scope mounts and sling ~ sands of listinss and nearly 
swivels, metallic rifle sights, 2000 photos. Current values, 
stocks and forearms, much full specs and descriptions. 
more. 256 8Yz"x 11" pages. 400 8Yz" x 11 " pages. 
#RIFL . . .... . ... $11.95 #MGV5 ... . .... $14.95 

CARTRIDGES OF THE POPULAR SPORTING 
WORLD, 5th Edition RIFLE CARTRIDGES 

By Frank C. Barnes By Clay Harvey 
Completely up-dated, this en- Examines almost 50 metallic 
cyclopedic work covers the cartridges, their history and 
dimensions, performance para- handloading quirks. Com-
meters, physical characteris- bines hard data with Author's 
tics for over 1,000 different interesting and informative 
cartridges in one well-organ- anaiysis. Factory and hand-
ized book. 416 8Yz" x 11" load data furnished with each 

Book # 
$ 

Book# 
$ 

1986 GUN DIGEST 
HUNTING ANNUAL 
Edited by Robert S.L Anderson 
Hunting tips and tactics from 
America's finest shooter/ 
writers from tracking to bag
ging to boning. Great African 
cats, Western whitetails, wood
chucks, turkey, caribou. Plus 
tools of the hunt. 256 8W' x 
11 " pages. 

#HA86 . . . . .. . $12.95 
MILITARY SMALL ARMS 
OF THE 20TH CENTURY 
5th Edition 
By Ian V. Hogg & John Weeks 
New pistols. sub-machine guns, 
bolt action rifles, anti-tank rifles 
and machine guns, inc. USSR 
ASKSMG.FNBGM-15s,WA 
2000 Sniping rifles, Browning's 
DA Compact pistol. 304 8\li'' 
x 11 " pages. 

#MSA5 . . ... .. . $14.95 

c 
Send These 

FREE' 

Book# 

Book# 

Book# Book# 
Column "B" Total $ _____ _ 
PLUS postage. 
insurance and 
handling fee 
($2.00 for each 
FR EE book) $ _____ _ 

TOTAL ENCLOSED$ _____ _ 

10-DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. 
ALLOW 4·5 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY. 

pages. cartridge. 320 8Yz" x 11" pages. DBI BOOKS, I NC. Dept S608 
#COWS .... . .. $15.95 #PSRC . . . ...... $13.95 4092 Commercial Ave. Northbrook IL 60062 l 
KNIVES '86, 6th Edition LEVINE'S GUIDE TO Name _ ______________ l 

Edited by Ken Warner KNIVES & THEIR VALUES l 
All new! Latest in technical By Bernard R. Levine Address _ ______________ 1 

developments, design trends. Easy-to-use i;uide to identify- ' 

~li~~-~~~?rs~~~: ii ili~a~~~ }~fd~~do~afi~1enJ bi~~:'~~ ~h~ City _ _______________ ! 
reports on materials / tech- market. Plus how to buy/ sell , 1 

niques. Extensive directory spot fakes. What to collect. 1 State Zip l 
of makers , supplies, sources. Over 2000 illustrations . 480 l U.S. & Canada only. Sorry, no APO's or FPO's l 
256 SW' x 11 ' pages. SW' x 11 " pages. 1 2 for 1 offer expires in 60 days' Check or money 1 

$11 9 5 $19 g 5 l order must accompany order. Please do not l 
~'""-----#_K_S_6_. _· ._._· ._._· _· __ • _ __.. ______ #_L_G_K_V_._·_· _· ._. --·---.1..1 ,.?~'.2~_:2~~-------------------- _____ J 



HANDGUN lEATHER 
AL PICKLES 

BIANCHl 'S NEW MILITARY HOLSTER 
HAS SPACE AGE DESIGN, MATERIALS 

The first "for real" holster I ever wore on a 
daily basis was the Ml916 military rig 

designed for the Ml911 .45 autoloading pistol. 
This was shortly after cessation of World 
War II hostilities when I was serving with 
occupational forces in Northern Italy. 

Among my assignments were frequent 
details working with the Italian Civil Police. 

I remember thinking then that our Ml916 
military flap holsters were far more func
tional than the European police/military 
leather, and the Italians with whom I worked 

NawerickHols~ers 
..,,6 

Ultimate concealment and immediate access are the bywords for these K 
clever wallet holsters. The shoot-through design permits almost I'. 
instantaneous response when the situation demands that such -:;;,::.....,..,. ... 
action be taken. After use, the weapon may be reloaded ltT 
ettortlessly. For the derringer application, pro. v. ision .J1J 
has been made for the storage of two extra cartridges. e .,. 
Each Maverick holster is designed to perfectly t .-•• 
fit the specific weapon ii is an ··s 
intended to carry. ·~ 

~':.tlS 
GUN HID E'" 

... ·.·.·. :;::·:·:·:·:·:-:·:::::·:·:·:·:·:·::·:·:::::::::::::::;·.·.· .. 

Desantis manufactures a complete line of holsters 
and accessories, creatively designed to fill the 

specific needs of gun enthusiasts and law 
enforcement personnel. Available at your favorite 

Firearms or Sporting Goods Store. Mail $2 for full 
color catalog or request Free black and white 

catalog. Dealer inquiries invited. 

Dept. AH-607 • 149 Denton Avenue • New Hyde Park, NY 11040 • 516-354-8000 

allowed without argument that our .45 pistol 
outclassed their .380 Beretta Model 1934. 
My positive opinion concerning the U.S. 
pistol/holster combination survived action in 
the Korean Conflict, and a much later return 
to service in Vietnam as a Police Advisor. I 
know and appreciate the qualities of the 
Ml916 holster. 

Most really good holsters are designed 
with a specific function in mind. Police ser
vice demands a different design than military 
wear; as does hunting, concealed carry, IPSC 
and PPC "games," undercover operations, 
and casual forays afield. It has been said , at 
least by myself in previous articles, that a 
man could and should own four or five differ
ent holsters for each practical handgun. 

If the U.S. Ml916 military flap holster was 
the best designed general issue military rig in 
the world, which it most certainly was, then 
our new Ml2 military holster for the new M9 
9mm handgun , previously called the Beretta 
92SB-F, is even better - MUCH BETTER! 

The new Ml2 holster, very recently 
adopted by the Department of Defense. is a 

Bianchi International stroke of genius. It was 
designed by Bianchi technicians and pre
sented to the DOD without solicitation when 
it became obvious that our military was 
going to capitulate to NATO "agreements" 
and opt for a new service pistol of standard
ized 9 x 19mm. Basically, John Bianchi took 
the initiative, pressed forward, and won a 
contract before the military ever got around 
to putting it out for T &E submissions. 

Two things helped , of course, and these 
were the facts that Bianchi is one of the 
largest manufacturers of holsters in the 
world , with the facilities to mass produce any 
holster, and the undeniable practicality of the 
Ml2 for military application. 

Just as a "for instance." the new Ml2 in its 
basic configuration can be worn cross or side 
draw, left or right handed, and on the wide 
web or on the relatively narrow dress belt. 
With optional accessories it can be worn as a 
shoulder, chest, or thigh rig. It makes one 
basic holster design practical for the infan
try's typical sand , mud , and mire; the tanker's 
close confines ; or the aircrewman's door gun 
position. 

The Ml2 Universal Military Holster is 
constructed of an outer layer of 1050 denier 
ballistic nylon with a central layer of four
pound density polyethylene foam and an 
inner layer of 400 denier nylon fabric. 

All metal hardware, including the unique 
Quick-Lock belt fastener, the tie-down loop, 
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retention grommet, and snaps are 302 
stainless steel, most of which is black 
finished . Plastic hardware composition is 
referred to as "engineering plastic" with func
tional reliability within a temperature range 
of minus 60 to plus 200 degrees Fahrenheit. 

One of the most important feature require
ments of a general issue military holster is the 
ability to protect the issue handgun from 
damage. The new Ml2 flap holster accom
plishes this as well as possible, short of total 
envelopment, yet weighs only eight ounces. 
It has a height of 9.5 inches, width of 4.25 
inches, and thickness of 2.25 inches. Even 
the flap is removable should assignment dic
tate this as a better mode of carry. 

Maintenance of the Ml2 is much simpler 
than its Ml916 leather predecessor. Being 
nylon , one simply scrubs a dirty Ml2 with 
mild soap and warm water using a soft bristle 
brush. After rinsing, the holster is left to dry 
naturally at room temperature. 

Actually I should correct that last state
ment about the Ml916 being the predecessor 
of the nylon Ml2. In fact, at unit or in some 
cases individual option, the Bianchi M-66 
Ambidextrous holster was an interim model, 
although never "officially" adopted by the 
U.S. military. As I remember, the M-66 was 
being used by quite a few Military Police 
units and may have been one of the first 
copcessions to the "one in seven" of us who 
are left handed. Although I shoot a handgun 
right handed , it is because in the old days I 
was forced to do so at the threat of being 
burned at the stake as an obvious heretic. It is 
pleasing to note that the military has come out 
of the dark-ages with regards to left handers 
but I cannot resist mentioning that some 
police departments sti ll force their lefty 
officers to don right handed holsters and are, 
thereby, setting themselves up for mammoth 
civil suits. 

It was, therefore, Bianchi and his M-66 
Ambidextrous military holster design that led 
to his involvement with the military market. 
The end result being the new Ml2. 

This writer has been into professional 
involvement with holsters for the past 40 
years transcending both military and police 
applications, civilian wear, and many hunts 
both mounted and afoot. I have been writing 
about police holsters for six years, and eval
uating all manner of holsters for American 
Handgunner's "Handgun Leather" column 
for about the last four. With that as a back
ground for making judgments, I find myself, 
surprisingly, in total agreement with DOD 
in the selection of a piece of military 
equipment. 

The Ml2 Universal Military Holster Sys
tem, as designed and manufactured by 
Bianchi International, is the best general pur
pose military holster I have ever seen or 
in1agined. I would not be in the least bit 
surprised if progressive thinking NATO 
armies all switched to the Ml2. As a matter 
of fact it would not surprise me if the 
Warsaw Pact copied it- --M-
stitch for stitch. ~ 
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DEALER INQUIRIES 
INVITED 

BUEHLER PISTOL MOUNT 

Introducing a different BUEHLER MOUNT-M83. In
stalls without drilling or tapping . For calibers up 
through .357 Mag . Available in silver or black finish. 
M83 Mounts available for Smith & Wesson , Dan 
Wesson , Colt and Ruger. 

Send for free catalog 41 H. 

MAYNARD P. BUEHLER, lnc.-ORINDA, CA 94ss3 

Summer Fun Sizzles With 
Beeman/Webley Air Pistols 

Discover outdoor fun with a 
Tempest or Hurricane! These com
pact , rugged and economical 
pistols are great additions to any 
camping or fishing trip. Shooters 
can choose any target and shoot 
all day without disturbing anyone 
or anything. Try one today and 
find out why Beeman and sum
mer make a perfect combination! 
Send for Adult Airgun Catalog/ Guide, 
reg. $2. FREE w1t/1 mention of code 
HG ?. Include $1 for Firearm 1nforma
t1on . Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery . For 
fast . 1st class mail add S 1. Add S3 for 
overseas delivery. 

If not available at your local dealer, 
order direct. 

Beeman/Webley 
Hurricane - Sarne .::is 
Terripcst but with longer harrcl 
Tor 1mprovecl s1ght1ng r ad1us and 
easier ('0Ck1ng Cnmf's with a scope ramp 
Increase accuracy with a Beeman pistol scope 
Suggested Retail $139.50 

Beeman Precision Arms, Inc. 
47-HG7 Paul Dr., San Rafael , Cali f. 94903 U.S.A .. (415) 472-7121 -24 hours, 7 days 

0i Beeman Precision Arms 

BAER 
CUSTOM GUNS 

DESIGNER COMP II SYSTEM 
PATENT PENDING 

KART N.M. BARREL -- TAPERED CONE SYSTEM 
FULL LENGTH GUIDE SYSTEM - PERMANENTLY FIXED 

WITH OUR UNIQUE SILVER BRAZING TECHNIQUE 

GUARANTEED 21/z" - 10 SHOT GROUPS AT 50 YDS. 
ALL l.P.S.C. MODIFICATIONS AVAILABLE 

SEND A 
BUCK FOR 
CATALOG 

PISTOLSMITH PROFILE JULY-AUGUST 1985 

P.P.C. AND BIANCHI REVOLVERS 
X-RING ACCURACY - DOUGLAS BARRELS 
BAER CUSTOM REVOLVER PORT SYSTEM 
FULL LENGTH RIBS - SMOOTH DOUBLE ACTION 

CUSTOM X-P 100's - LONG RANGE CALIBERS 

1725 MINESITE ROAD ALLENTOWN , PA 18103 PHONE 215·3g8-2362 
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INSIGH'FS IN'FO f PSC 
CAMERON HOPKINS 

IPSC SHOOTERS ARE THE BEST, AND 
WE'LL PROVE IT AT 6 THE MASTERS' 

I t's hard to be humble when you're perfect in 
every way. Bet you didn't know that Mac 

Davis is singing about IPSC shooters. Yes, 
IPSC shooters have to struggle with humility 
because we're the best. Like we say in Texas, 
"It ain't braggin' if it's a fact!" 

It's easy to preach to the faithful , but this 
revelation about IPSC shooters, in an IPSC 
shooting column, is not the observation of an 
IPSC shooter. Roy Jinks, the Smith and 
Wesson historian, says IPSC shooters are the 
best all-around handgunners. 

Roy and I were chatting about The Mas
ters, a demanding competition combining the 
three main disciplines of handgunning 
sports- silhouette, bullseye and "action" 
(IPSC). The Masters is a three-handgun 
match (August 6-9, Barry, Ill .) featuring 
three equal parts oflong range shooting (steel 
plates out to 200 meters), precision shooting 

' (.22s, one-handed, Olympic Biathlon steel 
targets) and "action" shooting (Steel Chal
lenge "hoser" courses) . The match should 

attract the best shooters from silhouette, bull
seye and IPSC ranks. 

During our discussion, I asked Roy for his 
prediction of who would win. Roy didn't 
want to name names, but he said he's positive 
an IPSC shooter will win The Masters. Why, 
I asked. 

Because IPSC shooters are the best all
around handgunners, Roy explained. 'i\n 
IPSC shooter can slow down, but I don't think 
a silhouette or bullseye shooter can speed 
up," Roy said. IPSC shooters are accustomed 
to facing diverse and unexpected shooting 
problems. It is not uncommon for an IPSC 
shooter to tackle precise 50 yard shots and 
then point-shoot 5 yard shots in the same 
course of fire. 

An added advantage for IPSC shooters is 
the reflexive ability to draw a handgun from a 
holster-very quickly! Roy predicts this will 
be a major faetor in leaving the bullseye and 
silhouette shooters behind in a trail of dust 
during the speed shooting third of the match. 

The Cobra Combo Shoulder System, traditionally a best seller, has been newly 
redesigned to add versatility to its line-up of superior quality features. 
The Combo readily converts to a waistband holster in seconds for inside or 
outside carry. Just run your belt through the preangled slide on rear for perfect 
outside carry or attach the swivel strap for concea lable inside carry. 
Designed by John Parlante 
Send $3.00 for catalog of complete line. COBRA GUNSKIN 

133-30 32 AVE. FLUSHING, NY 11354 (718) 762-8181 

But wait, surely a good silhouette shooter 
can trounce an IPSC shooter on the silhouette 
third, and then cruise on his lead into the 
speed portion? Perhaps. But I don't think so. 
The silhouette third of the match is not the 
usual course of fire for silhouette. Time limits 
are drastically chopped, and the targets are 
not all set at the same range allowing for 
adjustment of the elevation setting on the 
sights. No, the silhouette shooter will be fac
ing an entirely new challenge, as will the 
IPSC shooter. And when it comes to new 
frontiers, the IPSC shooter is the best. 

How about a bullseye shooter dominating 
in his event and then counting on his lead to 
carry him through the speed event? Again, 
the bullseye match is not a standard bullseye 
course of fire. The targets are taken from the 
Olympic Biathlon event (where the com
petitor combines alpine skills with shooting 
skills) and these targets are steel plates. No 
"X" ring, no bullseye. Hit the tiny plates at 50 
meters (1. 7'' is tiny!). Again, the new chal
lenge will intimidate bullseye shooters while 
IPSC shooters will rise to the occasion. 

Indeed, IPSC shooters are the finest all
around handgunners in the world. While 
some doubting-Thomas might accuse us of 
merely being "spray and pray" maniacs, I 
submit that our basic marksmanship skills are 
far greater than perhaps meets the eye. Sight 
picture and trigger control, we have them 
both. Granted, we sometimes use a "flash 
sight picture" and sometimes employ a "con
trolled slap" of the trigger, but we have the 
ability to shift back to first gear and drill the 
center out of a target at 50 meters. 

Want proof? Consider the Bianchi Cup. 
This match was originally designed along the 
same lines as The Masters-to unite different 
shooting disciplines - but year after year an 
IPSC shooter wins. PPC shooters do well, 
but never win. Bullseye shooters never even 
do well, let alone win . 

In fact, the Bianchi Cup has been domi
nated by IPSC shooters. First came Mickey 
Fowler (1979 IPSC National Champion) , 
then Brian Enos (member 1983 IPSC Gold 
Team) and now Rob Leatham (current IPSC 
World Champion) . 

So bring on your best, silhouette and bulls
eye, we're ready for you . Come to The Mas
ters, if you dare. But, please, bring a towel 
with you - the agony lllllllllflll-
of defeat cuts deep. ~ 

THE MASTERS 
For further information on how to 

enter The Masters, write: 
Roy Jinks, Match Director, Smith and 

Wesson , P.O. Box 2208 , Springfield, 
MA, 01102-2208. 

READERS QUESTION 
Some say Limited Comstock (Virginia 
Count) scoring is an answer in search of a 
question. What are your thoughts? 

Send your answers to 'Insight Into IPSC', Suite 200, 
591 Camino de la Reina, San Diego, CA 92108. Limit 
your response to 250 words. Answers must be either 
typewritten or clearly handwritten. The editor 
reserves the right to edit published answers for clarity 
or length. 
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If your present handgun w-on't . .. 

Better Think CONTENDER® 
Serious shooters look for the handgun that will! Down
range with a Contender means one shot kills on Mule 
Deer and Antelope at 200 yards. It means varmint loads 
such as the .222 Remington zipping along at 2,512 F.P.S. 
It means superb accuracy and interchangeability -
affording the use of a whole battery of meaningful 
cartridges from ·.22 Rim Fire right up to the 
really big ones, 7 M!M T.C. U., .30/30 Win., 
and .35 Rem. From Gray Squirrels to 
White Tails to Silhouette 
targets, it means one 
gun capability. NOW AVAILABLE IN 

.45 COLT/.410 GA. 
3" SHOTS HELL* 

This year we've added the shotgun capability 
of the .410 gauge 3" shotshell. For complete 

details, see our current catalog. 
*Manufactured in accordance with B.A.T.F. regulations. 

Our 1986, 40 page catalog features the new and the 
different - The best of American Made firearms backed 

by a lifetime warranty. There's additional calibers such as .32 H&R 
Mag. and 6 M ! M T.C.U. in the Contender line. There's also a completely 

new Armour Alloy II Contender Series. Harder than Stainless Steel, 
Armour Alloy II offers improved barrel life and many functional benefits. 

Write for our FREE Catalog Package! 
If you're a pro shooter you'll want to check out 

our Ultimate Sights for the Contender which 
allows you to select 16 different notch /blade 
width combinations. You'll be pleased with 

our new Cushion Grip which blends rubber to 
walnut. Also there's the new Contender Car
bine - a complete firearm in 8 calibers with 

interchangeable barrels. 

ULTIMATE Rear 
Sight 

Contender 
CUSHION 
GRIP 

THOMPSON/CENTER ARMS Farmington Road, P.O. Box 5002, Dept. T AH 7 
Rochester, New Hampshire 03867 
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SI LU ETAS 
BERT STRINGFELLOW 

HOW TO PROPERLY HANDLOAD BOTTLE 
NECK CASES FOR BETTER ACCURACY 

Handgun silhouette competition offers 
the handgun enthusiast the opportunity 

to fire more shots and enjoy his pistols more 
than any other handgun sport in existence 
today. A review of the NRA and IHMSA 
competition schedules indicate that over 
5,000 individual matches are held each year. 
More than two million rounds are fired each 
year in pistol silhouette competition, plus 
untold millions of rounds which are fired in 
load development and practice. 

The cartridges fired in bigbore handgun 
silhouette competition are handloaded car
tridges. The competitors handload not only 
for economy, which is a definite advantage, 
but, primarily for the accuracy possible with 
the handloaded cartridges. Handguns are 
available today that will shoot one-inch 
groups at 50 yards as they come from the 
box. However, that accuracy is only possible 

, when the cartridges fired are custom loaded 
for the individual pistol. 

Only two classifications of cartridges are 
used in silhouette competition. The straight 
walled revolver cartridge, which head spaces 
on the case rim and the bottle-neck cartridge 
which headspaces on the shoulder of the case. 
Anyone who is willing to take his tin1e and 
follow instructions can produce cartridges of 
either variety which will achieve the best 
possible groups in his pistol. 

Excellent loading instruction manuals and 
data are produced and distributed by all the 

bullet manufacturers. Also, many equipment 
firms market "starter" loading kits which are 
complete and will produce very satisfactory 
cartridges. 

The beginning handloader should read one 
or more of the available loading manuals 
prior to loading his first round . The time 
spent with the manual could eliminate a lot of 
later regrets. (A list of recommended reading 
may be found at the end of this column.) 

I don't plan to reproduce a loading manual, 
but I will endeavor to detail those items and 
procedures which require particular atten
tion if the ultimate in accuracy and perfor
mance is to be achieved. 

A properly formed cartridge case is proba
bly the most important component of a hand 
loaded competition cartridge. It is the foun
dation for the pistol's performance. Bullets, 
powder and primers for the most part are 
repeatable as purchased, but brass must be 
shaped and formed to fit the chamber of a 
competition pistol if consistency is to be 
expected. Best results will be achieved if new 
brass from the same manufacturer and lot are 
used as the bases of the cartridge cases for 
competition. 

First inspect the new cases for primer flash 
hole concentricity. Any case whose flash hole 
is not centered in the primer pocket should be 
discarded. Next check the flash holes for 
diameter. Use number drills for gauges to 
determine the largest flash hole in the lot of 

brass, then using the drill that fits the largest 
flash hole, drill the remaining flash holes to 
the same diameter. Use care and drill the 
holes perpendicular to the case head. This 
operation will assure that the lot of brass will 
have uniform consistent ignition. 

Now Jet's consider the proven methods of 
shaping and forming a bottle neck cartridge 
case. All bottle neck cases, whether rimmed 
or rimless, should be formed to head-space 
on the shoulder of the case. Factory brass is 
formed to SAAMI specification. These 
specifications are for the firearm with that 
imaginary "standard chamber." Since no two 
pistols have exactly the same chamber 
dimensions, the cases should be run through 
a full length sizing die which has been 
adjusted to place the case shoulder in full 
contact when chambered in the pistol and the 
pistol action locked in the firing condition. 
Be sure that the cases were well lubricated 
before running them through the full length 
die. 
I personally prefer Wild Cat Case Lube, pro
duced by B. F. Products of Grand Island, 
Nebraska. It has excellent lubricity and 
cleans off easily, leaving no discernible 
residue. 

Wild cat cases must be formed in the same 
manner. However, some wildcat cartridges, 
such as the .30 Herrett, must have an inter
mediate trimming before they can be fitted to 
the pistol's chamber. 

After the cartridge case is formed, use one 
of the commercial case trimmers and trim the 
cases to length and square the case mouth . 

The next two operations I have found to be 
critical to consistent cartridge performance. 
One, use a case neck turning tool (I like the 
tool manufactured by Forester) and turn the 
case necks to a uniform thickness of .011 inch. 
Secondly, deburr the case mouth and use the 
deburring tool to cut a slight bevel on the 
inside of the case mouth. If these operations 
are not performed, one or all of three things 

------------------------------~ can happen. 1) Copper will be sheared off of 
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OFFICIALLY APPROVED FOR l.H.M.S.A. COMPETITION. 

CHIMERETM=~=-
Mode/ 454 

SHOOTER'S GLOVE 

If you shoot handgun for silhouette, hunting or just 
for fun, this Cabretta leather glove was made especially for you! 

There's " just enough" padding for comfort. The glove's scientific 
design provides real protection against direct and transferred 

recoil , dramatically reducing the risk of ulnar or planar nerve stress. 

Try them once and bring up your scores or bring down game like 
never before! Your satisfaction is unconditionally guaranteed. 

GUARANTEE: If you are not fully satisfied with the Model 454 Shooter's Glove, simply return within 10 days for a 
complete refund. MasterCharge-Visa accepted (215) 296-3816 

Avail. in Rt. Hand, Lft. Hand or Pair. Please specify Hand and Hand Size (SM, MD, LG, XL or XX). Include check or 
money order for $12 (1 Glove) or $20 (Pair), payable to: 

CHIMERE, INC. 452 Conestoga Rd., Malvern, PA 19355 
(Dealer/Rep Inquiries Invited) 

the bullet. 2) The case neck may be rolled 
inside with the bullet or 3) The case shoulder 
will collapse due to the force required to seat 
the bullet. In any case, the usefulness of the 
cartridge is destroyed. 

After the case is completed, wipe all of the 
case lube off of it and seat the primer. Use 
only primers that are recommended in the 
manual. If a magnum primer is substituted 
for a standard primer the burning rate of the 
powder will be accelerated and chamber 
pressures could go up to the danger point. 
Should standard primers be substituted for 
magnum primers, powder ignition will be 
erratic, which will adversely affect the car
tridge's accuracy. 

Charge the completed case with a moder
ate charge of one of the powders listed in the 
loading manual, seat a bullet and fire the 
cartridge in the competitive pistol. The pres
sure caused by firing will form the cartridge 
case to the chamber of that individual pistol. 
This operation is called fire forrning. 

The case is now ready to be neck sized and 
reloaded for use in competition. The brass in 
a cartridge case flows forward into the neck 

Continued 011 page SJ 
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Sharpen your instincts for survival and im
prove your shooting skills. Plus, increase 
your technical knowledge as national train
ing experts and champion shooters such as 
John Pride, L.A.P.D. Firearms Instructor and 
national Municipal Champion Shooter, and 
Dale Vannatter, Chief Firearms Instructor, 
Indiana Law Enforcement Training Academy, 
teach youl 

Join the 18,000 member strong - POLICE 
MARKSMAN ASSOCIATION. In its 9th year, 
P. M.A. is dedicated to officer survival through 
innovative and continuous training and 
knowledge of the law. 

The game is SURVIVAL on the streets. 
That's why we adhere to the principle that 
OFFICER SURVIVAL doesn't stop with de
partmental training - it's just the beginning! 
It's your life that Is on the line every day on the 
streets - and it is your responsibility to stay 
in shape. As a P.M.A. member, you'll be kept 
up-to-date on essential tactics you need to 
perform more effectively in the line of duty 
while giving yourself maximum protection. 
Knowing how to react during armed encoun
ters may even save your life. 

From becoming survival sensitive to im
proving your shooting skills, you'll get more 
out of THE POLICE MARKSMAN ASSOCIA
TION because we put more into it. Here is 
what you get when you join our group! 
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GET THESE GREAT 
MEMBER BENEFITS 

POLICE MARKSMAN MAGAZINE - With 
your P.M.A. membership you receive a year's 
subscription to POLICE MARKSMAN Maga
zine - our official association publication a 
reading must for every officer. Exciting in
depth articles cover equipment, legal as
pects, combat shooting, departmental train
ing programs such as street survival simula
tion and much more. They'll teach you how to 
gain more confidence, improve your ability to 
react. and help you stay alive! 

? 
I 

Join by Sept. 30, 1986 
... and receive a free Zakey handcuff 
key and PMA Decal. 

PLUS •.. you'll receive these extra member 
benefits! 

• PMA Membership Card 
• Spec/a/ Buying Service 
• Ellglblllty for PMA Competition Awards 
• PMA Decal 
• FREE Renewal Gear 
• Discount• at PMA Officer SutY/val Seminars 

Don't wait. join your friends. Fill in the 
coupon below and mail it along with your 
annual dues to Police Marksman, 6000-B 
Shirley Lane, Montgomery, AL 36117. 

6000-B Shi rley Lane, Montgomery, AL 36117 

o Yes! Enroll me as a member of P.M.A. as indicated below. If I am not completely satis
fied I will notify you and you will refund the unused portion of my dues. 

D Full-Fledged Member. 1 yr. - $15-Elig ib le forall PMA Benefits (open only to recog
nized law enforcement personnel ). $12 is applied to PMA Magazine. 

D 2 Yr. - $28.50 D 3 yr. - $42.50 D 10 yr. - $139.50 D Life - $375.00. 
D Associate Member. 1 yr. - $12 (THE POLICE MARKSMAN Magazine only) Open to 

interested shooters. 
o Dues Enclosed D Biii me on a trlal basis (I can take up to 2 Issues to decide). If I am 

not completely satisfied, I wi ll simply retu rn my invoice marked CANCEL, with no 
further obligation. · 

Name _ _ ______________ Home Phone ________ _ 

Street Address --------------------------

City ___________ State ________ Zip _ _ _____ _ 

Member No. ------------------ D New Member 0 Renewing 

Charge my D VISA D MC#-------- ---- -- Exp. Date ___ _ _ 

L 
All ow 2-3 weeks delivery for premium . J --------------------------------19 



THUM BUSTERS! 

No More Pain 
in t he thumb 

12 SHOT MAGAZINES 
UNIQUELY EQUIPPED 

WITH A 1 LB. CONSTANT 
FORCE SPRING FOR 

EASY LOADING 

Item #MAK 1210 .A. 

Fits RUGER MARK 
I* & II*. 

Suggested 
List Price 
14.95 

Item #MAB 1312 .A. 

Fits BROWNING 
CHALLENGER II & 
Ill, and BUCKMARK 
- fits ar.d functions 
in all 3 without 
modification! 

Increased Performance - 20% 
MORE FIREPOWER. 
No Modification Necessary -
Magazines do not extend from gun. 
Some Magazines Hurt to Load -
eliminate tension with ours. 

Dept. 12 H7, 406 Violet St , Golden CO 80401 

Ask your dealer. Send $1.00 (2 00 1n Canada) for 
Ram-Line catalog and "Secret" of reassembling any 

Ruger Mark I or II 1n 60 seconds or LESS' 
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BOOK 
REVIEWS 

StressFire, By Massad E Ayoob, 149 pages, 
over 130 illustrations, $9.95, Massad F and 
Dorothy Ayoob, Publishers, available from 
Police Bookshelf, PO Box 122, Concord, NH 
03301, Review by Frank W. James 

M assad Ayoob has spent more than ten 
years studying what he describes as "a 

police weapons instructor's dream ." He has 
traveled the country and been able to investi
gate more police shootings than any of his 
modern day contemporaries, and perhaps 
more than any author in the history of the gun 
writing press. He has studied what works and 
what is a smokescreen to cover up poor train
ing, improper tactics, miserable weapons, 
bad ammo, and terrible holsters. 

It is the culmination of this study that has 
resulted in STRESSFIRE, the first of a tri
logy dealing with police combat shooting. 
STRESSFIRE is meant for the police weap
ons instructor, but it is equally applicable for 
the security and home firearms instructor or 
the civilian shooter. It may raise the hackles 
of the experienced combat shooter, because 
of what he has to say about the Weaver Stance 
and he labels the Weaver Stance "The New 
Pistolcraft." Based upon his research , and it 
is very thorough, he believes the stress of 
actual combat shooting makes the New 
Pistolcraft unworkable for all but the most 
experienced and well trained combat shooter, 
and the NYPD and the LAPD have the statis
tics to prove it. 

While seemingly a minor part of the book, 
Ayoob has a very profound statement to make 
about firearms practice, and it really ties in 
with the whole point of the manuscript. He 
believes if a shooter is really serious about 
learning to shoot a handgun they should 
NEVER PRACTICE with a pistol in the nor
mally defined sense of practice. He states 
"Mere 'practice' with a gun is just ballistic 
masturbation : you're going through the 
movements, but you're not accomplishing 
anything or learning anything useful to 
remember and apply later when it counts." 
He believes pressure should be the norm and 
he describes how he has done it and how you 
can. In addition he teaches how to reduce 
tension using martial arts techniques that 
work. 

STRESSFIRE is a book based upon years 
of uncommon research and deep common 
sense. He deals with problems and difficul
ties that have killed officers in the line of duty 
and illustrates methods to correct these mis
takes. It is not a book of ballistic or mental 
masturbation and if you carry a weapon on 
duty, on the street, or for personal protection 
you should definitely lllM-
read this book. ~ 

$10.95 
Soft cover 

$16.95 
Hard cover 

$24.95 Hard. 
autographed 
and numbered 

World champion handgun shooters 
Mickey Fowler and Mike Dalton teach 
you how and when to shoot. Enhance your 
ability to survive. Areas covered: safety 
• marksmanship • tactics • legal • 
women• technique• crime• guns and 
equipment• ammunition • 150 photos. 

• DRY-FIRE KITS 
PRACTICE AT HOME 
IMPROVE YOUR SKILLS 

ISi LOGO PRODUCTS 
Dry Fire Kit ..... .. .... . ......... .. . 3.95 
Hat Pins . . .. . ... . ... .... ... .. ... ... 4.00 
Hats (Baseball Type ) .. ....... .. .. ... 6.00 
Golf Shirts ............. . . . . ... . . . . 14.95 
Sweat Shirts . .. .. .. . . .. ...... ..... 12.95 
T-Shirts w/ pocket. . . ... ..... . ...... 7.00 
Belt Buckles 

Gun Belt 1 % - 2" . ... ... . .. • . . .. . . 12.95 
Dress Belt 1-1 '.'4' . . ... . . . • . . . . . .. 12.95 

ISi Patches .. . . . . . . . ... .. .. .. .. . ... 2.00 

Add $2.00 per book or $1 .00 per logo 
item for postage and handling on all ISi 
logo products . Money order, Visa, and 
Master Card , (send number and expira
tion date) shipped immediately. Personal 
checks allow 3 weeks for delivery. Ca. 
residents add 6'12% sales tax. 

CLASSES FORMING 
2 day and 5 day courses in self-defense or 
competition available. These international 
exp.eris and Combat Masters will teach you 
to fire fast controlled shots , with the mental 
conditio.ning to obtain pin-point accuracy, 
and fulfill your personal goalsl 

Send $2.00 for complete B P1ge 
Brochure ind lnlorm1tlon P1eket 

to 

,_, ___ , .. _,,.,.,., 

DEPARTMENT A.H. 
P.O. BOX 5254, MISSION HILLS, CA. 91345 
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HAND10ADING 
DAN conERMAN 

HOT HANDLOADS FOR THE .32 MAGNUM, 
MORE ON WW452AA POWDER IN .45 ACP 

Rock Chuck Bullet Swage, better known 
to the present generation of hand

loaders as RCBS ofOmark Industries, Sport
ing Equipment Division, has set up a toll-free 
telephone number: 1-800-533-5000. It's a 
customer-service line, and its establishment 
is to be hailed as a gesture in good conscience 
by the famed Good 01' Boys. 

The Oroville crew also have come out with 
die sets that include taper-crimp seaters in 
.32 S&W Long/.32 H&R Magnum, .38 Spe
cial/.357 Magnum , 9mm Luger, and .45 
Auto. Significantly, all of the foregoing cal
ibers are available with carbide-insert resiz
ing dies. A three-die carbide set, with taper
crimp die and appropriate seating stems, lists 
for $59, except for the 9mm set, which is 
priced at $71. Taper-crimp dies can be pur
chased separately for $18 each. 
, "The taper-crimp seater die produces a 
smooth tapered crimp that allows perfect 
functioning of reloaded ammunition in semi
automatic pistols," writes Jay Postman, cus
tomer service technician for RCBS. His rec
ommendation ties in quite neatly with 
Omark-Speer's endorsement of taper-crimp
ing for autoloaders, per the several Speer 
reloading manuals. But, as noted in our 
March/ April issue, Jim Weller, a regular con
tributor in these pages, said he had used a 
slight roll crimp in reloading for the .45 auto 
and that "using a Ransom rest at 30 yards, 
group sizes tightened by 50 percent." Then he 
said he went back to taper crimping and 
continued to enjoy accurate shooting. 

Here's why, "for the sake of expediency," 
Weller went back to taper-crimping: "I did 
it ," he explains, "because of the varying 
length in .45 rounds. To set the roll crimp on 
one case meant that anything longer would be 
crimped way too tight, while a shorter case 
wouldn't be crimped at all. For those wanting 
to try a roll crimp, I recommend crin1ping 
only enough so that the case mouth shows a 
very thin bright ring around it." 

Now, let's linger for a moment in Weller's 
reloading room and see what happens. As he 
suggests, we may "raise some eyebrows, 
especially among ilie 'five-shot, one-hole' 
crowd." He describes his method: "When I 
return from a shooting session, all my brass 
is in a bank money bag where I throw it as I 
pick it up. From there it gets dumped into a 
Lyman Turbo 1200 cleaner. When I get 200 to 
300 rounds in the cleaner, I turn it on and let it 
run until the cases are clean. They go out of 
there into a coffee can until it's time to reload . 
I don't bother sorting cases. It's a waste of 
time. Military brass goes right in with 
Federal or Winchester or Hornady, all 

together. I have my seating die set to seat the 
bullet (H&G 68) with just a small portion of 
the cutting shoulder forward of the case 
mouth . Now, with the variation in case 
length , some get seated farther forward, but 
never deeper. I watch to see that doesn't 
happen. Some of the case mouths aren't 
square, but I really don't give a hoot. Powder 
is thrown from a Pacific measure and I do my 
loading on a Pacific Pro-7. 

"Using this 'rag-tag' ammo, my Heinie 
Series B comp gun would, from a Lee rest , 
shoot 3/4-inch groups at 25 yards all day long. 
It would do so, reliably, with no malfunctions 
whatsoever. They feed and eject just 
beautifully. 

"Number of shots from the case? Hell, I 
don't even bother to count those. Some of my 
brass is fired until I can hardly read the 
headstamp. I cbeck each case before I put it 
into the press, and anything with a small 
crack, no matter how small, is discarded. As 
for crimping, I screw the taper crimp die all 
the way down and run the case the whole way 
into it - not just the mouth. 

"To make a long story short, I don't think a 
lot of this sorting cases according to make, 
etc. is what it's cracked up to be. I think the 
majority of it is in the way your gun is set up. 
If it's done properly, it will shoot, regardless." 

Weller does, however, go on to say he 
sublimates his "slipshod" approach to feeding 
his .45 by making sure each powder charge is 
weighed. 

Which brings us to an interesting point. 
Powder measures, no matter how accurately 
they're contrived, dispense charges by vol
ume. But charge weight, not volume, is what 
we're trying to control. Volume density 
(therefore, weight) can vary according to 
several factors including the size, shape, and 
density of powder granules, the settling of 
powder within the hopper, the way the handle 
on the measure is operated, and so on. The 
solution, if you're concerned about consis
tency, is to throw slightly underweight 
charges into the powder pan of a scale, then 
twirl in the last few granules with a trickier. 
Arcadia Machine & Tool, Inc. has combined 
all these functions in the Auto-scale. (See Test 
Report beginning on page 48 . ) 

Reader D. M. Teasley, of the Harris 
County, Texas, Constable's Department, says 
he experimented with 452AA in his .45 auto 
long ago. " I did not like the then-230 
Winchester powder, Bullseye, or 700-X for 
different reasons. I got excellent machine-rest 
groups with 452AA at 50 yards. 

"The loads I used for target shooting," he 
continues, "ranged from 4.1 to 4.6 grains 
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(with the H&G 68), and all gave good results; 
however, this powder had one drawback in 
that load range, because it left a fair an10unt 
of unburned powder in the action. I tried 
magnum primers and that cleared up the 
unburned powder problem, but opened up 
the groups to over iliree inches at 50 yards. I 
continued to use this powder for these loads ' 
and accepted ilie unburned powder nuisance, 
until WW231 was introduced, and then tried 
it. It docs require a hair more powder to cycle 
the gun, but does not leave unburned powder, 
as did 452AA. Also, it seems to group about 
the san1e as 452AA. For example, I fired 
several two to two-and-a-half inch groups 
from a machine rest using 231 and H&G 68 
cast bullets in a Browning BDA .45. It is 
possible in heavy loads that the unburned 
powder problem will not be present, in which 
case 452AA should give excellent results." 

Back in the July/August 1982 printing of 
this column, when we began talking about 
452AA in the .45 auto, the charge weight was 
5.6 grains. This was used with H&G 68s cast 
from linotype metal for an average weight of 
189 grains. Velocity averaged 992 fps, felt
recoil seemed comparatively light, and there 
were no complaints about unburned powder 
residue. As Mr. Teasley suggests, heavier 
(then 4.6-grain) charges of 452AA in the .45 
shoot quite well. 

Going strictly for hi-vel punch in .32 Mag
num loads for the four-inch Charter Arms 
Police Bulldog, I've been loading 5.5 grains 
of 452AA behind 50-grain J&J Custom Bul
let (P.O. Box 2029A, El Cajon, CA 92021) 
jacketed open points. The load gives an aver
age velocity of 1315 fps. The little soldered
core JOP bullets also have been loaded aliead 
of 7 .0 grains of Hodgdon's HP-38. This is a 
maximum charge that results in an average 
1610 fps from the CA, and about 1660 from 
the longer-barreled H&R and Ruger .32 
Magnum revolvers. Kinetic energy hovers 
around 300 foot pounds, which is impressive 
for a small-bore, light-recoil revolver. 

Heard it all about the Law Enforcement 
Standard Laboratory's gelatin-block evalua
tions of handgun bullets? Nay, laddie, nay! 
Not till you've listened to reader Jim 
Glacken's criticism. He says he'd like to see 
clothing, especially heavy winter cloiliing, 
brought into consideration. "In places like 
New York, Chicago, and Philadelphia," he 
writes, "it's not uncommon to hear of .22, 
.32, and .38 standard-velocity bullets that 
have been stopped completely by heavy 
winter clothing .... Cloth is non 
homogeneous, so its resistance varies with 
weave; and some commercial fabrics will 
surprise you. (Next time your wife throws 
out stockings or pantyhose. try ripping 'em!) 
It's also point and caliber-sensitive." 
We realize, of course, that the L.E.S.L. 
experiments are founded on consistency of 
the test medium, ordnance gelatin. But have 
the experimenters wasted their tin1e pumping 
slugs into a naked Computer Man? 

Your comments on this or any subject 
involving handloading or shooting are 
welcome. The address is Rt. 1, Box 7, Llano, 
CA 93544. SASE 111111111!111-
for reply. ~ 
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THE GUILD SPEAKS 
GEORGE WESSINGER 

FOUR GUILD MEMBERS COLLABORATE 
TO CREATE SPECIAL CUSTOM PISTOL 

The 1986 annual meeting of the American 
Pistolsmiths Guild, held in Houston dur

ing the SHOT Show, drew members from 
across the country as the Guild inducted 12 
new members, the largest group in the 
Guild's history. 

The Guild elected new officers for the 
year. Lou Ciamillo remains in office for a 
second term as President. Vice President Al 
Marvel and Secretary George Wessinger 
were also elected to new terms. 

One new associate member, Tom Stewart 
of St. Louis, was elected. Tom's photographs 
have graced the pages of American Handgun
ner in the past. 

The Guild continues to find ways to recog
nize outstanding pistolsmithing and major 
contributions to the shooting industry in gen
eral, the pistolsmithing profession in specific, 
and the American Pistolsmiths Guild. This 
recognition will be made this year to the 
Outstanding Pistolsmith in the country and 
will be presented at the annual Outstanding 
American Handgunner's award banquet. 
This banquet will be held in conjunction with 
the NRA National Convention in New 
Orleans, LA in April 1986. 

The American Pistolsmiths Guild has 
commissioned four of its most outstanding 
members to build a custom handgun. This 
superb custom handgun will be designed pri
marily as a hunting gun and will feature a 

Ruger Redhawk .44 magnum furnished by 
J. D. Jones of SSK Industries. A custom 
machined shroud with a barrel insert will be 
fitted by Lou Ciamillo of Maryland Gun 
Works. Lou will also furnish a set of custom 
sling swivels. Bill Wilson of Wilson's Gun 
Shop will do a super smooth action job on the 
Custom Redhawk and will install his custom 
scope mount. Bill will also plate the big 
revolver with Metaloy hard chrome finish . 
Ron Power of Power Custom will provide a 
fine Mark V Action Sight. 

Upon completion, the Custom Ruger will 
feature the hand engraved signature of each 
of the four pistolsmiths. Additional features 
will include a set of handmade exotic wood 
stocks by Guy Hogue and a one-time-only 
leather sling handmade by Bob Arganbright. 
This will truly be a fine example of a custom 
revolver designed primarily for big game 
hunting and will .be an excellent addition to 
any gun collection. 

This custom Ruger Redhawk will be 
raffled off by the American Pistolsmiths 
Guild. The proceeds will be used to benefit 
the Outstanding American Pistolsmith and 
the Outstanding American Handgunner 
awards. Tickets will be on sale by members 
of the Guild at most major IPSC, PPC, and 
Action Shooting matches. The winner will be 
announced at the IPSC National Matches in 
Dallas on July 19, 1986. The winner need not 

ATTENTION HANDGUN HUNTERS! 

At long last - bullets DESIGNED 
SPECIFICALLY FOR HANDGUN 
HUNTING. 

COR-BON Soft Nose styles feature a chemically 
bonded core and extra-thin jacket; they DO EXPAND 
at handgun velocities. 

COR-BON FMJ Solids utilize a thick jacket to prevent 
impact deformation on Big Game. 

Style 
Soft Nose 

FMJ Solid 

Cal. 
.30 
.375 
.44 
.44 

COR-BON CUSTOM BULLETS 

Weight 
140 & 160 grains 
240 & 280 grains 
260 & 280 grains 
260 & 280 grains 

P.O. Box 10126 
Detroit, Michigan 48210 
(313) 894-2373 

be present to win. 
The American Pistolsmith Guild stands 

for quality and honesty of workmanship in 
the pistolsmithing trade, and the members are 
dedicated to this end. With this goal in mind 
the Guild continues to move toward the 
future. The Guild is pleased to have the new 
members elected this year and is proud to 
include their names among the best 
pistolsmiths in 
the country. 

NEW GUILD MEMBERS 
*One of the many stringent requirements for mem
bership in the American Pistolsmiths Guild is a 
promise to offer customers an unco11ditio11a/ guaran
tee on custom work. Selecting a member of the 
Guild for a custom project is your assurance of 
quality. A list of all Guild members and their spe
cialties is available for a SASE from: APG, Rt. I, 
Box 40, Wessinger Road, Chapin, SC 29036. 
APG Member Address 

Nolan Jackson 444 Ellis 
Wichila, KS 67211 

Ken Kelly 41302 Executive Dr. 
Mt. Clemons, Ml 48045 

Michael L. Rose 34 E. Breezy Hill Rd. 
Stafford, VA 22554 

Tom Kilhoffer 416 E. Sagnamon 
Rantoul , IL 61866 

Charles Wilson Marine Corps Marksmanship Unit 
Weapons Training Battalion 
Quanlico, VA 22134 

Frank J. Paris 1394 7 Minock Dr. 
Redford, MI 48239 

Randy Brimrose 47 Paul 
San Rafael, CA 94903 

Fred Wardell Box 4132 
New River Stage 1 
New River, AZ 85029 

Steve Nastoff 1057 Laverne Ave. 
Youngstown, OH 44511 

Randy M. Fisher 10 Wakefield Ave. 
Fredericksburg, VA 22405 

R. E. "Smoky" Ill 4418 Central Ave. S.E. 
Albuquerque, NM 87108 

Hamilton Bowen Rt. 1, Lowes Ferry Rd. 
Louisville, TN 37777 

No obhgatoon1 No salesman will v1s1t. 

r - -N;;rt°hAm7r°I,;; Sc°h;;;;'l ';;j fi;;a";;i,~o;j;1:tiH056 ~ 
I 925 Oak Street, Scranton, PA 185D8 I 
I Rush me information on how I can learn gun repair and how to open I 
I my own gun shop I 
I NAME AGE__ I 
ADDRESS-------------
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Collected by Jon Winokur 

The Finger-Forward Grip 
I find that wrapping my left index finger around 
the front of the trigger guard helps control 
recoil better than the "low" grip (in which the 
index finger is placed underneath the 
trigger guard). 

Place the left index finger as high as possible 
under the trigger guard, with the point of 
contact at about the center of the first joint. 
Mol~e sure the finger pulls straight bocl\ not to 
one side or the other. 

Use of the finger-forward grip doesn't mol~e or 
breol~ you - there's fine shooting done both 
ways. In fact, I thinl~ the low grip is more 
consistent and easier to acquire when firing a 
quicl~ shot from the holster. 13ut for me, the 
finger-forward grip feels more comfortable 
and provides more control over the pistol. 

Hove someone watch you to mol~e sure your 
index finger isn't bouncing off the trigger guard 
when you fire. If it is, you're not getting the 
benefit of this technique. 

MICKEY FOWLm, Combat Master; 1979 IPSC U.S. 
Champion; 1980, '81 and '82 8ianchi Cup 
Champion; 1983 World Speed Shooting Champion; 
co-founder of International Shootists, Inc. ; co-author 
of Life Without Fear. 

' Jon W1no l< ur 1985 



HANDGUN HUNTING 
J. D.JONES 

HUNTING WILD HOGS ON PRESERVES IS 
GOOD SPORT, BUT HARDLY DANGEROUS 

No doubt about it, preserve hunting has a 
lousy reputation with a lot of people 

who have been burned by unscrupulous 
operators. But, there are a lot of honest pre
serve owners who give a good hunt for the 
money. A large problem is separating the 
good guys from the bad. I can't do it for you, 
but I may be able to give you a couple tips on 
what to look out for and a few places to go 
that I've hunted personally. 

Preserve hunting is hunting on private 
land for both native and non-native (exotic) 
game. Herds are confined within fenced pas
tures, some big, some small, and preserve 
owners manage their herds to produce trophy 
quality heads through careful breeding pro
grams and control of the habitat. Because 
private preserves are exempt from game laws 
governing hunting seasons (at least for the 
exotics), they offer the hunter the chance to 
hunt during the off-season. 

Most preserves offer boar hunting, so let's 
talk about that. First, what are you looking 
for? A life or death confrontation with a wild 
Russian boar just waiting to attack you? If so, 
don't ever go boar hunting. 

Most of the boar hunting stories I've heard 
are pure BS. I would estimate I've either 
killed or been in on the taking of several 
hundred boar. I've teased them by darting at 
them and backing up quickly trying to get 
them to charge. I've seen dog-hog fights go 
through a lot of commotion and several dogs 
slashed, but none really seriously hurt. I've 

seen hunters knocked down by hogs trying to 
escape a pack of dogs. I've walked up on 
them asleep and scared them awake by hol
lering, kicking them and firing shots while 
standing beside them. I've stumbled over 
them in deep leaves when they were asleep. 

When hunting with Joe Meeks at Tellico 
Junction, the order of the day when the dogs 
corner a non-trophy hog is to first catch the 
hog, then the dogs, turn the hog loose while 
the dogs are leashed, and start over again. 
I've never, repeat, NEVER seen a hog 
charge. 

That doesn't mean it doesn't or can't hap
pen. It simply means your chance of being on 
the receiving end of a hog that is truly 
charging is fairly small, unless you do some
thing really stupid. Even if he does charge, 
don't kid yourself that you are the target of a 
charge of a dangerous animal. Sure, you can 
get bitten or slashed, but I'd bet you have a 
better chance <>f being hurt in a farmer's hog 
pen than on a hunt. 

I do know of a lot of hunters who are 
unable to tell a charge from a blind, panick
ing run . A charge is a short run at the victim 
and then the animal uses its tusks to work on 
the victim. A blind rush that goes past the 
hunter is not a charge. A blind rush away 
from dogs or other humans that knocks a 
hunter down and the animal keeps going is 
still a dash to escape. The rush that knocks 
the hunter down, and the animal stays to 
attack the victim is a charge. 

WE TAKE PRIDE ... 
IN OUR 1SPECIAL' WORK: 

• Revolver action jobs 
• I PSC auto conversions 
• Metal checkering 
• Sight installat ion 
• Blue and electroless 

nickel finishes 
• Fine welding 

If you demand professional 
workmanship, send $2 for our 16-page 

color brochure and price list. Refundable. 

Member Amencan P1stolsm1ths Guild 

Jim Stroh 
ALPHA PRECISION, INC. Dept. 01 

Route I. Box 35-1/Preston Road/Good Hope. GA 30641/(404) 267-6163 

I've never seen one and never saw a hunter 
who could show me a scar as a result of a hog 
charge. Even if they were charged-and 
thousands of "charges" are reported 
annually - and no one gets hurt, the charges 
could hardly be considered dangerous. 

Obviously some guides and preserve 
owners get cut up and can show scars. Most 
are inflicted while transporting or catching 
hogs. Hell, squirrels and rabbits bite if you 
try to catch them too. 

The guy that hypes Russian boar, 
purebreed Russians, is a con artist. I've 
hunted them in Europe and have yet to hear 
anyone over there call them anything but 
European wild boar. Most boar hunted on 
preserves in the US are wild hogs that are 
trapped in Florida, Oklahoma or Texas and 
transported to the preserve under strict laws 
governing the transportation of such animals. 
There are quite a variety of places from one 
end of the country to the other where hogs 
can be hunted in their true wild state. Be 
wary of guys claiming pure Russians. 

I would guess the average boar I've seen 
weighs about 150-200 pounds. Hardly the 
size animal to be bulletproof or evoke fear in 
man or dog. Unless the man or dog is a real 
chicken in the first place. The 357 Mag is a 
bit light for hogs although a guy that knows 
what he is doing will readily take a hog with a 
hot loaded 357 with heavy bullets. The light
weights will sometimes only penetrate a few 
inches. If you get real lucky you might run 
into a real monster at around 400 pounds. I 
shot one this.size and would guess he proba
bly spent a lot more time in the feedlot than 
the wild to achieve that size although some in 
the wild have an easy time making a living, 
and get big. The larger calibers heavily 
loaded are more than a match for any hog . 

I really enjoy hog hunting particularly 
with dogs although I'm just about over the hill 
for very much of it. It's usually physically 
demanding and at this point Telico Junction 
Hunting Preserve (Joe Meeks, Hog Hollow 
Road, Dept. AH, Englewood, TN, 37329, 
615-887-7819) is a preserve I've been recom
mending for 15 years and haven't had a com
plaint yet. 

The Y -0 Ranch near Mountain Home, 
Texas is the premier place to hunt exotics of 
many kinds as well as having some of the best 
whitetail hunting in the country. Many of the 
buildings on the Y -0 are documented by the 
Texas Historical Society. The owner had 
them torn down and reassembled on the 
Y-0. These are the buildings you stay in. For 
true exotic hunting the Y -0 is the place to go. 
(Y-0 Ranch, Dept. AH, Mountain Home, 
Texas, 78058, 512-640-3222) 

Obviously, I'm not trying to talk you out of 
preserve hunting. I'm simply warning you 
that a lot of operations leave a lot to be 
desired. Frankly, preserve hunting is a great 
place to learn to hunt and shoot if you go to a 
good preserve. You can also work in a pre
serve hunt on a short time schedule and, as 
far as exotics are concerned, obtain animals 
from India, Africa and other countries for a 
fraction of the cost of hunting them in their 
native land. And that ain't 1111119-
all bad. ~ 
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UNCLE 
MIKE:S 

® 

by Michaels of Oregon 

SIDEKICK® 
Holsters for Every Handgunner 

Whether you hunt big 
game with a scoped .44 
magnum or tuck a palm
sized auto into your 
waistband , SIDEKICK 
holsters are the strongest, 
lightest and most comfort
able way to carry your 
handgun. 

The patented 3-layer 
laminate of CORDURA® 
nylon, waterproof closed 
cell foam padding and 
smooth nylon lining creates 
a holster that protects the 
gun from bumps and nicks 
and contains nothing that 
could harm the finish or 
blueing. 

This same laminate has 
enough stretch to fit a 
number of guns within a 
size category, yet has a 
memory that brings it back 
to its original _shape when 
the gun is removed. 

Smooth 
nylon 
llnlng 

Waterproof 
closed-cell 
foam padding 

CO~URCS 

Send $1.00 for 32-page catalog and 
price list to Michaels of Oregon, Dept. 
AHG-10, P.O. Box 13010, Portland, 
Oregon 97213. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE/ZIP 

SIDEKICK~ Hip Holster 

If you shoot a lot, you'll like the way the 
famous SIDEKICK Hip Heister holds the gun 
securely, but won't hang it up when you draw. 
A patented sight channel protects the inside 
of the holster from sharp blade sights, and 
the safety strap adjusts conveniently from the 
front. Choose from 11 sizes in camouflage or 
black, right or left. 

A special field test team of the North 
American Hunting Club put SIDEKICK Vertical 
Shoulder Holsters through exhaustive trials 
last summer, and unanimously recommended 
these rigs to their 100,000 members. 

The Super Belt Slide 
holster is made of an 
extra-thin laminate and 
has double belt loops to 
flatten the gun against 
your side. Very conceal
able and super comforta
ble, this holster has a 
Velcro-attached, metal
reinforced thumb break 
to get the weapon out in 
a hurry. 

The SIDEKICK Horizon
tal Shoulder holster 
virtually disappears 
under your jacket. The 
super flat , super comfort
able shoulder harness 
keeps the gun steady 
beneath your arm, and 
the offside tie-down lets 
you carry pouches for 
speedloaders, extra 
clips or handcuffs. 

SIDEKICK~ Vertical Shoulder Holster 

You can carry anything from a Colt .45 to a 
scoped double action with an 8112-inch barrel 
all day long in one of these holsters. Secret 
is in the ingenious harness that holds the 
holster firmly against your side, and even 
carries one or more belt accessories on the 
offside tiedown. 

"Uncle Mike's" has perfected four conceal
ment-style SIDEKICK holsters for autos and 
shorter-barreled revolvers. All are available in 
black CORDURA® nylon and in either right or 
left or ambidextrous models. 

Carry a small handgun 
hidden beneath your 
pants leg for many hours 
in complete comfort with 
the SIDEKICK Ankle 
holster. An extra thin 
laminate keeps it com
pact, while the contoured 
design and Velcro suspen
sion system make the hol
ster conform to your leg. 

Another holster for a 
backup gun is the small , 
but effective SIDEKICK 
Inside-the-Pant model. 
A spring clip holds it in 
place, while the very thin 
material adds almost 
nothing to the bulk of 
the gun. 

GETTHE STORY ON THE COMPLETE SIDEKICK LINE 

-
Holsters Belts Belt Accessories Scabbards Hunter's Saw Fanny Packs 





At last! 
The long awaited Model 645 is here, a double-action .45 ACP semi-auto pistol. 

I t was nearly 25 years ago that the first, top
secret prototype of a big-caliber Smith & 

Wesson auto pistol was knocking about the 
factory in Springfield. Those of us who were 
privileged to handle it were sworn to secrecy. 
But now that it has been released on the 
market our fearful oaths would seem no 
longer to apply. 

Essentially, the 645 is a grown-up M-39. 
Anyone who is familiar with the latter pistol 
will need no instructions in the management 
of the larger weapon. The fact that it takes a 
full-size, fight-stopping cartridge renders it 
immediately superior to any auto that the 
Smith & Wesson factory has produced up to 
now. That it inherits both the good and bad 
features of its lesser parent will please some, 
but not others. 

The first impression of the 645 is one of 
bulk. It is a big gun. This is disappointing in 
view of the current, and very sensible, trend 
toward reduction in the size of the heavy-duty 
auto pistols. The 645 is very slightly larger 
than the 1911 Colt, in all dimensions except 
reach (the term used to describe the fore-and
aft distance between the center of the trigger 

and the fore-center of the backstrap) . The 
reach of the 645 matches that of the 1911 
exactly, if the 1911 uses a long trigger and the 
Smith is cocked. The reach to the trigger in 
its forward position is, of course, much 
longer, and will doubtless pose difficulties for 
small hands. Men with average or large 
hands will find no trouble with any of these 
weapons, but most women, and men with 
small hands, will find the 645 awkward. 

The second impression of the new pistol is 
one of "scratchiness" - a profusion of sharp 
corners and abrasion points. It is indeed 
strange that gunmakers, in general, do not 
seem to realize that a pistol is a hand-tool, and 
should be as round and smooth on the operat
ing end as, for example, a hand saw. Not only 
do sharp edges abrade the hands, but they 
form a distinct hazard to clothing when the 
pistol is worn under a coat. On the 645 both 
front- and backstraps are checkered quite 
sharply, as is the forward surface of the trig
ger guard, which is hooked in accordance 
with the "trend of the times." The designers 
have seen fit to round the outside corners of 
the rear sight, which is a good feature; but 
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While Col. Cooper scoffs at the 
"grown-up Model 39," he approves 
of the bore size in manstopping .45 
caliber. A real fight stopper! 
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there are more things on the piece to tear 
hands and clothing than the rear sight. The 
front edge of the magazine floorplate, for 
example, is bound to draw blood after about 
six quick reloads. 

The top of the curve of the backstrap is 
very curiously designed, being on the one 
hand too broad, and on the other too short. It 
extends out a useless quarter-inch on either 
side of the hammer, but does not come back 
quite far enough to prevent hammer bite. 
Neither does it protect the hammer against 
forcing if the weapon is dropped. Custom
izers will start out at once by shortening the 
hammer about an eighth of an inch , and 
reworking the spade beneath. 

The recoil-spring guide-rod projects for
ward of the barrel, as with the Beretta 92, 
thus rendering it impossible to press-check 
the piece correctly. (I have never known what 
that guide-rod is supposed to do, as John 
Browning did not think it necessary, and his 
designs work just fine.) 
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Model 645 features a full length recoil spring guide rod, 
hooked and checkered trigger guard, red insert front 
sight. It's made of stainless steel. 

The magazine disconnector of the M-39 
has been retained. This device prevents ham
mer-fall unless a magazine is in place. Its 
intention is to obviate accidental discharge, 
but it renders the pistol inoperative during 
reloading, and also if a magazine is lost in 
action. I have never known of a man to be 
killed because of this feature, but then I have 
never known of a cop to be killed by a "cop
killer" bullet either. It is one of those things 
which probably will not happen, but might, 
and it should be de-activated by the user at 
once. 

Trigger action on the test gun was poor. 
Release of the cocked hammer occurred 
after a somewhat gritty five-pounds' pres
sure. The uncocked trigger action called for 
between sixteen and eighteen pounds- and 
was uneven in application. In this passion for 
double-action auto-pistols, designers never 
seem to understand that a pistol is designed to 
be shot . The only good trigger-cocking 
stroke that I know of is found on the Czech 7 5 
and in its descendant, the Bren X. At that, the 
double-action pull on the 645 is notably supe
rior to that of the Beretta 92S - if it matters. 
As we have remarked upon occasion, dou
ble-action in a self-loader is a solution in 
search of a problem. 

The 645, along with its ancestor the M-39, 

Col. Cooper tested the 645 at his 
famed Gunsite Ranch. Note he 
still carries a Colt cocked and 
locked in a Yaqui slide holster. 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER · JULY/AUGUST 1986 



along with its ancestor the P-38, and its 
ancestor the Walter PP of 1935 , features non
selective double-action. This means that the 
pistol has no proper Condition One, which is 
the preferred mode for carrying a self-load
ing pistol. One either carries a non-selector 
of this type in Condition Zero (cocked and 
unlocked) , which makes most people ner
vous, or in Condition Two (hammer all the 
way down on a loaded chamber). From Con
dition Two the pistol may be fired by the 
trigger-cocking mode, which is particularly 
clumsy in this action , or alternatively, it may 
be thumb-cocked with the left hand as the 
sights are aligned . 

As many users of the M-39 series have 
found, the hammer-dropping feature of the 
cross-bolt in the slide may be disconnected, 
permitting the weapon to be carried fully
cocked but with the firing mechanism inter
rupted until the hammer-dropper is thrust 
forward on the draw. This modification is 

easily accomplished, but it may draw criti
cism from departmental chiefs who do not 
understand the proper use of a sidearm. Sev
eral departments which are now using the 
M-39 and M-59 have gone to this arrange
ment, and while it is not as handy as a prop
erly designed thumb-safety, it still can be 
learned. 

This hammer-dropping device high up on 
the slide, which seems to have become a fad 
in recent decades, was not a good piece of 
engineering when it was introduced 50 years 
ago, and it has not improved with age. Now 
on both the 645 and the Beretta 92S it is 
placed on both sides of the slide, making it 
particularly easy to operate inadvertently 
when the slide is racked. It appears that some 
designers have become so preoccupied with 
what they deem to be "safety" in the mecha
nism that they have succeeded in making the 
weapon increasingly unsafe for the user, 
should he happen to find himself in a situation 

Stripped into its component parts, the 645 comes apart 
in the same fashion as its parent, the Model 39159. 
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where he needs a firearm to save his life. I 
think we may all agree that safety with fi re
arms lies between the ears, rather than 
between the hands, and that no deadly 
weapon can be made safe by means of 
gadgetry. 

On the good side, the 645 comes equipped 
with very good sights, including a red ramp 
front, which I personally rather like but is not 
to everyone's taste. The weapon is of stainless 
steel, which will be a big advantage in hot, 
salty, humid climates. And in the testing we 
conducted it proved its reliability. We had no 
malfunctions. Above all, the 645 is a major
caliber sidearm, which renders it essentially 
and decisively superior to any small-caliber 
substitute. The purpose of a sidearm is to 
stop fights, and the 45 ACP cartridge is much 
more likely to do that than the 9mm para
bellum. Thus while the 645 may have a 
number of significant faults, it is still much to 
be preferred over the M-39, the M-59, the 
P-9, the P-7, or, most particularly, the Beretta 
92S. The sad thing is that Smith & Wesson 
did not see fit to re-design the pistol com-
pletely, rather than simply to ~ 
enlarge its bore size. ~ 
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Model 

Sired by Tommy Campbell's prototype 
.45, Supergun, the Model 745 is vir

tually identical to that legendary pistol. 
The 745 has a ball-end barrel and fixed 
barrel bushing for tight out-of-the-box 
accuracy plus superb balance and weight 
for minimal recoil. A ribbed, non-glare 
black slide. An oversize magazine release 
button . Extended and enlarged manual 
safety allowing quick access and Condi
tion One carry. Yes, these features make 
the 745 a worthy competition pistol. But 
there's more. 

A black ramp front sight and square 
notch , high visibility rear sight (drift 
adjustable for windage) gives you a sight 
picture of excellent definition. The sight 
radius is 7 1/2 inches. The ejection port is 
lowered for positive ejection of spent 
cases. The trigger is serrated and blued 
with an adjustable trigger stop. The ham
mer notch is precisely ground and pol
ished for a smooth , crisp pull. 

The checkered walnut stocks com
bined with cross-hatch checkering of the 
front strap, back strap and trigger guard 
lend purchase to the weapon . A throated 
barrel ramp aids in reliable feeding from 

By AH Staff 

the eight-round magazine. The magazine 
well is flared and bevelled for quick 
insertion of fresh magazines. A wide back 
strap tang and rounded hammer spur 
serve to prevent hammer bite. 

All these "custom" alterations are stan
dard on a Model 745! 

Smith and Wesson fondly remarks that 
their pistol comes complete with two 
magazines each holding one more round 
(total of eight) than the other .45. Gee, 
what could that be? 

Now there's the good news ; here's the 
bad news. This Model 745 is a limited 
edition pistol in commemoration of 
IPSC's Tenth Anniversary this year. The 
slide bears the official IPSC logo with the 
inscription "10th Anniversary 1976-1986." 
The numbers of the limited edition have 
yet to be announced, but reliable sources 
indicate there will be only 5,000 made. If 
you want a chance to own a competition 
pistol "out of the box" that is also a collec
tor's item, contact your nearest authorized 
Smith and Wesson dealer. 

Then you too can own 
a Supergun! 
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Homady bullets can help you score better in silhouette or any shooting 
competition. We give you a wider selection-more than two dozen bullets
each one carefully manufactured to help you hit right where you're holding. 
And we give you a wider range of designs-so you can tailor loads for 
maximum effectiveness in all shooting disciplines. For unlimited long-range 
rifle and pistol silhouette use , we recommend loading our InterLock <tB> bullets. 
This exclusive InterLock feature locks jacket and core together to retain more 
weight on impact ... and to produce the extra striking energy that can make 
sure a target goes down. If you want to score better, try a box of Hornady 
bullets. See your dealer or write for a copy of our latest Shooter's Guide. 

We're what 
reloading is 

all about. 

o:r:n..a.dy 
Hornady Manufacturing Co., Dept. AG2076 
Box 1848, Grand Island, NE 68802-1848 



Byl.D. Jones 

The Pachmayr Dominmor is simply a bolt
action conversion of Browning's 1911 

Government Model. 
The Dominmor conversion will fit almost 

all, if not all, of these frames with no modifi
cation to the frame. The Series 80 Colts 
require a trigger mechanism, due to the firing 
pin block, to operate properly with the 
Dominmor. Aluminum frames are a question 
mark. Pachmayr has checked most of the 
steel frames by various manufacturers and 
found them satisfactory for Dominator 
conversion. 
. In short, the unit is very well thought out 
and executed. It has what it needs, with the 
exception of the automatic safety- that's all. 
No extra useless parts. The basic unit consists 
of a receiver, bolt assembly, barrel, attach
ment assembly and is available without sight
ing provision, with iron sights or witlt scope 
mount. 

The entire unit is quickly and easily affixed 
to a 1911 frame, although Pachmayr recom
mends installation by a gunsmith. If you are 
familiar with working on guns, I wouldn't 
hesitate to recommend that you give it a try 
yourself. If you have any doubt about your 
ability-get a gunsmith to install the unit. 
Some fitting is required. 
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With scope and .308 chambering, Dominator is a great hunting pistol. 

The Dominator's bolt face is unique. 
Instead of an extractor set into the three lug 
bolt, the bolt face is made like a shellholder. 
The cartridge must be placed in the slot 
before the bolt is closed and removed from 
the slot instead of being automatically 
ejected. Short of a steel rod and hammer, this 
is the most positive extraction system 
devised. 

Quality of the unit leaves nothing to be 
desired in strength or workmanship. This is a 
high quality unit with the strength of a bolt 
action rifle. 

Operation of the Dominator is simple but a 
bit cumbersome. 1) Cock the hammer. 2) 
Open the bolt. 3) Insert cartridge into the bolt 
face. 4) Close the bolt. 5) Move the automatic 
safety lever to the OFF position. 6) Shoot. 7) 
Do it again, only this time remove the fired 
case from the bolt by picking it off, shaking 
it, or rotating it and hoping gravity will do it. 

Tbe operation of the unit is definitely 
easier with the iron sighted unit. I haven't 
seen tlie iron sights but have used the scoped 
test unit without the scope rpounted. The 
scoped gun is more awkward to use. I found 
myself with a lot of TIC and XP experience 
behind me and on several occasions 
attempted to simply drop a round in the 

chamber and close the bolt. Obviously it 
won't work, but many years of habit are hard 
to break. It's also necessary to take your eye 
off of the target to load unless you have a lot 
better coordination than I have. The bolt face 
slot is just hard to find without looking. It is 
difficult to operate with gloves on. 

The Dominator at this writing is available 
in 223, 7/08, 308 and 44 Magnum. Other 
calibers are being furnished by IHMSA and 
SSK. Pachmayr will add calibers later. 

The test unit is a 308 and was installed on a 
Randall (now out of business) frame by 
Pachmayr. Trigger pull was about four foot 
pounds which is about as light as one should 
be if the frame is to be used as an auto pistol 
again. Four pound pistol triggers leave a lot 
to be desired in the kind of precision pistol 
shooting the Dominmor is capable of. 

Scoped with a 2X Leupold the Dominator 
weighs in at slightly greater than 4.5 pounds. 
This is adequate weight for a 308, and in an 
XP with a well fitting stock is pleasant to 
shoot will full charge loads. 

The 1911 grip is just plain poor at handling 
much recoil. The Auto-Mags and other sin
gle shot pistols with the "45" grip have proven 
this every time it's been tried. The Dominmor 
- no exception. The test gun arrived a couple 
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days before I was leaving for Africa but I just 
had to shoot it and dumped a 150 grain 
Federal load into the bullet trap before put
ting the scope on the gun. It just plain hurt in 
three places. The bottom of my wrist, the 
heel of the hand where the end of the grip dug 
in, and the web area of my hand. The addi
tional weight of the scope tames it consider
ably, but I believe many individuals will find 
the gun uncomfortable in any caliber, partic
ularly iron sighted models. 

At this time I have a fair amount of experi
ence with the Dominator. I've had it on a few 
frames and had some input from various HHI 
members who have the unit. With one excep
tion al1 have reported good accuracy. My 
personal best in the accuracy department was 
seven straight 22 turkey targets at 200 
meters. All targets were hit on the right side 
with a composite group of not over 2.25 
inches. Ammo was 180 grain Federal factory. 
Next best was with Remington's Accelerator 
sabot ammunition. Although the point of 
impact was too far removed from ordinary 
ammunition to use without re-sighting in, the 
Dominator turned in several 100 yard groups 
of under one inch. No velocity recorded due 
to low temperatures (I test fired in winter). It 
appears this combination will be a very 
useful varmint combination. Gunsmiths need not apply. Dominator conversion is easy to install. 

This bolt-action unit snaps on a 1911 frame to give you rifle power in a handgun. 

Recoil with the Accelerator ammo was 
strange - just a powder puff push accom
panied by a somewhat strange sounding 
report. Or maybe it just sounds strange 
because it feels strange. 

None of the various ammunitions by 
Federal, Remington or Winchester shot 
poorly, in fact most rifle shooters would be 
damn happy to get the same results out of 
their rifles. No handloads were tried although 
the only reason for that was my time sched
ule. Too busy to load. 

Frankly, the Dominator was impressive 
enough that I bought the test unit. I simply 
haven't seen any mechanical problems with 
it. I have my doubts about any four screw 
mount using standard 6-48 gunscrews stay
ing on any 308 over the long haul. 

At this point only one problem of a 
mechanical nature has occurred. Many 
"custom" or old 19lls have weak hammer 
falJs. I've encountered a couple that misfire 
occasionalJy with commercial ammunition 
and a lot with some military. Replacing the 
spring takes care of that problem. 

A Jot of erroneous information regarding 
rifle bullets at pistol velocities has been pub
lished. In the 308 the most frangible bullets I 
know of are the 150 and 165 grain Nosier 
Ballistic tips. In fact I would consider them 
too frangible for a lot of jobs. The 150 and 165 
Nosier Partition bullets have a very fragile 
front end and will give expansion on game at 
300 yards from the Dominator. They also get 
to long range with a lot more punch than llOs 
or 125s. 

Continued on page 55 
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By Cameron Hopkins 





Mickey's custom holster from Ted 
Blocker swivels on belt for ease of 
movement In the thick bush. 
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Buff Busterl Mickey Fowler designed this Ruger 
lledhawk custom conversion specifically for hunting 
African game. Note the compensator to reduce recoil 
with the hot loads used for hunting. 

I speak of Afnca and golden joy ; the joy of wandering 
through Ion Ly lands th joy of hunting the mighty 
and tell"ble lords o the Kildeme s, the cunning, 
the wary,·and the gnm. TeddyRoo evelt 

It..hartoum 

1,550 fps-this load is over max, and cannot 
be listed. 

Cape buffalo! This sinister black demon of 
the bush weighs about a ton, 1800 to 2000 
pounds, and carries a helmet of thick horn 
across his massive head. Most professional 
hunters in Africa, and sportsmen as well, 
consider the Cape buffalo to be the most 
dangerous game of the Dark Continent. 
From the Big Five of Africa-those five no-
nonsense animals having the ability and 
inclination to either stomp, gore, rip, claw or 
bite you into little pieces - the Cape buffalo 
stands supreme. (The Big Five are Cape buf
falo, elephant, Jeopard, lion and rhino.) More 
hunters, as opposed to natives or tourists, are 
killed by buff every year than by any other 
cause. (Incidentally, crocodiles are the big
gest killers of natives, followed closely by 
hippo; more tourists meet their maker under 
elephant foot or tusk-"Stand a little closer, 
honey, so I can get a better picture.") 

And that was precisely why Mickey, Bill 
Wilson of Accu-Comp fame, and I were 
hunting Cape buffalo. In the words of Jeff 
Cooper, "Danger-not variety-is the spice 
of life." 

Bill hunted with a .44 Magnum Smith and 
Wesson Model 29, six-inch, wi.th a Leupold 
2x scope and Pachmayr Gripper stocks. His 
load was a 300 grain Terminator FMJ solid at 
1,300 fps. His 29 boasted a smooth action job 
from Wilson's Gun Shop. 

1011 h 15, 1910 

I hunted with a rifle, firmly convinced that 
only an expert handgunner should venture 
into the ring for 15 rounds with a heavyweight 
like N'yaJi (the Shangaan native word for 
Cape buffalo). I toted afield a Sako .375 
Holland and Holland Magnum with Hornady 
300 grain solids and 285 grain Cor Bon softs. 
I never got a shot at a decent buff; Mickey 
and Bill, both armed with handguns, did. (Is 
there a message there?) 

But I also carried a sidearm, a wise prac
tice when hunting with a rifle. A handgun 
comes in handy (no pun intended) for a vari
ety of reasons, so I packed a Colt Gold Cup 
.45 ACP loaded with 185 grain Winchester 
Silvertips. 

Although the safari-veteran Sako saw 
most of the action, my Thompson Center 
Contender also got in a few licks. SSK Indus
tries customized a Contender into a Hand
cannon chambered in .375 JDJ. I used the 
same bullet as in the .375 H&H, a steel 
jacketed Hornady 300 grain solid at 1,880 
fps. I also used Cor Bon's superlative 285 
grain soft, a special bullet designed for hand
gun velocities with a thinner jacket than the 
rifle version. The Handcannon sported a 
Leupold 4x EER scope in T'SOB (Tough Son 
O'Bitch) mounts. The 14-inch barrel featured 
SSK's Arrestor muzzle brake which tames 
the recoil of this awesome caliber to a moder
ate level. Pachmayr Gripper stocks also 
helped soak up recoil. 
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This huge Cape buffalo bull dropped to a single 305 gr. 44 Magnum bullet. 
But then things got interesting-note the slash in the buff's neck where the 
.44 Magnum bullet bounced off the skin when Mickey approached to pay the 
"insurance" shot. Tough buff! 

Meanwhile, Mickey continued his stalk 
for Cape buffalo as he wiped the sweat from 
his brow. The trickles of blood from thorn 
scratches continued drooling down his arms. 
The hunt began at dawn when Mickey and 
professional hunter Danie Erasmus stumbled 
on where a herd of buff had bedded down the 
previous night. The grass was too tall to 
follow the usual spoor (hoof prints), so they 
stalked by following trails of ever freshening 
buffalo dung. 

Four and a half hours later- thankfully the 
wind was right, in their faces-Mickey 
glimpsed the rear guard of the herd in the 
dense bush ahead. It took another excruciat
ing hour and a half to slither on his belly amid 
the thorns the last 100 yards necessary to get 
into decent shooting position. In Africa, you 
may spot your quarry- a tail wagging, an ear 
flicking - from further than 100 yards, but 
you won't get a shot in the heavy bush. Get 
closer. 

Mickey finally, agonizingly, got within 
range at 55 paces. Still prone from crawling, 
Mickey tuned his ears to pick up the faintest 
whispering of his PH (professional hunter) 
advising which bull to take. The chosen bull 
milled around with some cows, as bulls are 
prone to do, for what seemed like forever. 
Finally the bull separated from the herd. 

Carefully Mickey began to ease the ham
mer back, double-action, while keeping the 
crosshairs just behind the shoulder of the 

broadside buff. Lung shot-you don't try to 
bust through a buff's massive shoulder bone 
with any handgun. 

At the shot the buff collapsed to its knees, 
regained its feet and lunged forward five 
yards before dropping. Dead. Well, the bull 
looked dead. But Mickey knew that all buff 
are alive and dangerous even if they're dead, 
just as all guns are always loaded even if 
they're unloaded. He approached to five 
yards to administer a coup de grace in the 
neck. 

Get this-the 305 grain slug bounced off 
the buff's skin! I say again, at the sharp down
ward angle of the shot, fired at the prostrate 
buff, the bullet ricocheted off the skin merely 
cutting a welt six inches long in the thick hide 
(see accompanying photo). Buff tough? 

Mickey Fowler, one; Cape buffalo, zero. 
Now, let's see what Bill's up to. 

Bill was busy with lion. After four 
tiresome and frustrating attempts at lion, 
almost 50 hours of stoic hunting, Bill finally 
got lucky. The endless hours of waiting in the 
blind paid off. Sort of. 

A positively huge lioness dropped by for a 
bite of dinner: roast wildebeest today, dear. 
Bill had already thumbed back the hammer of 
his 29 so as not to alert the lion with the 
metallic noise of sear engaging hammer 
notch. He levelled the sights behind the 
shoulder of the feeding lioness, aiming for the 
lungs, and squeezed off. At the shot the lion-
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ess took off like someone had applied a cattle 
prod to her tender parts. Miss? No way, not 
from Combat Master Bill Wilson. 

Investigation revealed a hard lung hit. 
She's not going far. (Lung blood is easily 
distinguished from other blood due to its 
bright red color- freshly oxygenated- and 
frothy bubbles.) 

Bill, naturally anxious to find his lion, 
wanted to follow-up the lion immediately. 
But his PH, Andries du Plessis, insisted that 
they should wait 15 or 20 minutes to allow the 
fatal wound to take its toll. One should never 
be in a hurry to sort out a wounded lion. 

Finally the professional said it was time. 
Hearts thumped and adrenalin gushed at the 
thrilling prospect of trailing a wounded lion 
into the thick bush. Inside a matted tangle of 
thorns, brush, shrubs and long grass, vis
ibility was three to five yards. Maybe a whole 
ten yards in clear spots. The entangling mass 
of thorn bush was a dull grayish-tannish
tawny color. It was, well, lion-colored. 

Sorting out a wounded lion in thick bush -
now that is stimulating. ''Bloody good dan
gerous sport," as the old British ivory hunters 
might have said. And they would be right in 
their use of the term "sport." Hunting is 
hunting when you pick on someone your own 
size who can hit back. Have no doubt, lions 
can hit back! 

And this lion behaved in characteristic 
fashion-dart into the thickest, nastiest, 
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Here's a lighter version of Ruger Buff Buster with slimmer barrel.~ 
•••~loads use 305 gr. lead bullet at a whopping 1,.600 fps. 

heaviest cover and wait. Wait in ambush for 
savage revenge on that reeking, hairless ape 
who just poked a hole in you. 

The wonderful thing about following-up a 
wounded lion is that the beast is predictable
the lion will charge. A charging lion is 
astonishingly quick. He can easily cover 30 
feet in a single bound. The lion comes at you 
low to the ground , sometimes snarling but 
usually not. The charge is normally preceded 
by a savage roar which is enough to cause you 
to call for a change of trousers. If successful, 
the lion is merciful. You'll die almost instantly 
as the massive jaws close around your chest 
sinking long, dagger-teeth to the hilt. The last 
sound you'll hear is your rib cage splintering. 

Knowing what danger awaited him, Bill 
ventured into the thick stuff. He stalked care
fully and slowly, eyes probing the dark 
recesses of the tangled, knotted thorns. 

Perhaps the wait was too long. Perhaps 
Bill was overly cautious-if that's possible in 
following-up a wounded lion . Bill was 
shocked to discover the lion no more than 125 
yards away hidden in a thick clump of thorns. 
The lion died waiting to launch its last attack. 
Maybe it wasn't such a bad idea to wait so 
long. 

Or perhaps it was. Sadly, the delay allowed 
time for scavaging hyenas and jackals to 
devour most of the lion. A pack of hyenas 
eats like a vast garbage disposal. The skin 
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ruined for any trophy purposes, Bill was 
consoled when Andries gave him a skin of 
similar size from his skinning room. 

But non-dangerous game fell cleanly to 
Bill's Model 29. Bill and Mickey both tagged 
excellent zebra stallions with their .44 Mag
nums. Mickey's ran a bit, about a mile, with a 
solid lung shot. The bullet clipped the bottom 
of the heart as well , but the stallion didn't 
slow down. He piled up eventually. One can
not underestimate the tenacity of African 
plains game. After all, zebra, antelope and 
other prey animals are on a predator's menu 
every moment of life. Youtl get tough too if 
something was constantly trying to eat you . 

Both took wildebeest-a notoriously 
strong antelope weighing some 500 
pounds-and impala and warthog, the ugliest 
critter in Africa. 

We took pains to conduct complete field 
autopsies to see how the bullets performed. 
Mickey's 305 grain lead .44 slugs recovered 
from various animals showed a remarkably 
consistent pattern. The bullets showed no 
deformation unless they impacted bone, in 
which case the bullets lost their nose profile 
as they distorted on impact. Penetration was 
seemingly unaffected with the · bullets con
tinuing to plow through bone and muscle. 
Curiously, the bullet recovered from the buf
falo bull could be reloaded- it was that per
fect. (This bullet penetrated the chest cavity 

behind the shoulder, taking both lungs and 
lodging just under the two-inch thick skin on 
the off-side-a four-foot journey.) 

Bill's jacketed 300 grain Terminators also 
fared well. Recovered bullets displayed little 
deformation in soft tissue, but, again, slight 
warping after hitting bone. 

However, I noticed in the wounds a lack of 
hydrostatic shock from these handgun bul
lets. This fits with the conventional wisdom 
that shock comes only with impact velocities 
in excess of2,000 fps. Wound channels were 
small, about bore size, with little surrounding 
tissue damage. None of the bullets showed 
any expansion whatsoever, but this was 
expected as the bullets were "solids," not 
intended to expand . 

Penetration was excellent, so good that 
many bullets exited thereby taking with them 
the chance to study their performance. Sev
eral times we found bullets just under the skin 
on the far side, indicating full penetration 
without exiting. Some argue that this is the 
ideal situation because a bullet's energy is 
transfered completely. No exit , no lost 
energy. I disagree. An exit hole tends to bleed 
more than an entrance hole, making tracking 
easier. Also, two holes bleed quicker than 
one hole, leading to a faster death . 

While Mickey and Bill were hunting 
plains game, the diverse antelope family. I 
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Bill Wilson and fine zebra stallion taken with one of 
Bill's Magnum Hunter custom Model 29s. 

Author took this warthog with Contender from SSK in 
.375 JDJ. Scope is 4X Leupold EER in T'SOB mount. 
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South Africa, A Handgun 
Hunter's Paradise 

The Republic of South Africa offers the 
handgun hunter unequaled opportunities 
to hunt a wide variety of game while at the 
same time allowing for sight-seeing 
excursions in a gorgeous part of Africa. 
The breathtaking beauty of the Cape must 
be seen to be appreciated. 

South Africa boasts a thoroughly mod
ern infrastructure of highways and air 
flights expediting travel to the untamed 
bush country. English is spoken univer
sally in South Africa, a convenience not 
readily found in other parts of Africa. 

Do not be misled by the current hys
teria in the media about the "unrest" and 
"turmoil" allegedly taking place. As gun 
owners and proud supporters of the Sec
ond Amendment, we realize that the 
media is liberal, and the current cause 
celebre for liberals is "Hate South 
Africa." 

There is no need for concern about the 
political situation. I know; I've been 
there; I've lived there; I've seen for 
myself. 

Having dispelled the ugly rumor of 
unrest, let's look at the hunting. Before 
you hunt, you have to get there, and South 
African Airways offers an affordable 
round-trip airfare from New York to 
Johannesburg. The Super Springbok 
Saver fare is available to hunters. I know 
of no other airline offering special dis
counts to hunters (in fact, most airlines 
come unglued when you announce you're 
carrying guns-not SAA). 

Most hunting areas in South Africa 
permit hunting dangerous game (the Big 
Five) with handguns. Not so in many 
other African nations. The Safari Club 
lnternational's world record leopard and 
rhino were both taken in South Africa, 
testimony to the quality of hunting there. 

Intelligent game management is the 
secret. The authorities maintain rigorous 
codes for licensing professional hunters, 
your insurance of well-qualified guides. 
The game is managed to produce trophy 
heads while maintaining an excellent gene 
pool in the herds. South African game 
management is the model many other 
countries try to copy. 

Mickey, Bill and I hunted with two 
different outfitters, and we recommend 
then both heartily. If you won't settle for 
second-best on your African safari, write 
these first-class guides for further 
information: 

Dr. Rocco Gioia 
Casketts Safaris 

P.O. Box 693 
Hoedspruit 1380 

Republic of South Africa 

Mr. Deon Goosen 
Zwikwarni Safaris 
284 Watkins Ave. 

Queenswood, Pretoria 0186 
Republic of South Africa 
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Bowen Classic Arms 
renders a Ruger into a 
sophisticated showpiece 
complete with custom 
barrel in .44 Magnum 

B owen Classic Arms is pleased to present 
to the readers of American Handgunner 

a chance to win this gorgeous Ruger Super 
Blackhawk revolver and custom holster. 

Ruger revolvers have a well deserved rep
utation for design and durability, but lack the 
flavor and finish of the venerable Colt Single 
Action Army. This custom Ruger combines 
the best of both worlds by imparting an ele
gant demeanor to the rugged Ruger. 

Hours of tedious handwork went into the 
creation of the custom Ruger from Bowen 
Classic Arms. Meticulous attention to detail 
is the trademark of Hamilton Bowen, the 
master gunmaker of Bowen Classic Arms. 
Such dedication to excellence explains why 
Hamilton Bowen is one of a handful of 
members in the prestigious American 
Pistolsmith Guild. 

The following features are tastefully incor
porated into this stunning Ruger conversion: 

• custom Douglas barrel, 7'h inches, with 
a tapered octagon configuration and 11° 
forcing cone. 

• stainless steel ejector rod housing fitted 
to barrel and receiver and blued to 
match. 

• Color-case hardened receiver. 
• Presentation-grade black micarta grips 

in the standard pattern fitted with 
Redhawk medallions. 

• Trigger and action hand-honed, adjust
ble trigger over-travel stop. 

• Custom high-ride, cross draw holster 
from Thad Rybka Custom Leather 
Equipment. Features wet molding for 
secure fit and comfort. 

Hamilton Bowen and Bowen Classic 
Arms are commited to providing first-quality 
design and execution to each and every indi
vidual commision. Each job from the facility 
is tested and carefully hand inspected for 
exacting tolerances before delivery to the 
client. An informative and well-illustrated 
brochure is available for $3. Inquiries are 
welcome and should be directed to: 

Hamilton S. Bowen (member APG) 
Bowen Classic Arms Corp., 
Handgun Dept. 
P.O. Box67 
Louisville, TN 37777 
(615) 984-3583 

Thad Rybka 
Thad Rybka Custom Leather 
Rt. 1, Box 466 
Odenville, AL 35120 
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PHOTO BY ROGER ANDREWS 

Other single-action services available 
from Bowen Classic Arms include caliber 
conversions in .22 Hornet, .25-20 WCF, 
.30-20 BCA and others. Hand-finished fire
arms are available cased as presentation
grade singles or matched pairs. 

Bowen Classic Arms also has an extensive 
roster of other services for both double
action revolvers and Ruger .22 autos. The 
Ruger Redhawk is a specialty of Bowen Clas
sic Arms and conversions are offered with 
action work, round-butt configuration, .45 
Long Colt chambering, Dan Wesson style 
interchangeable barrels and a powerful 
custom chambering in .50 caliber. 
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TO ENTER CONTEST: Use a postcard, 
follow sample; include name, address, 
HOM-J/A, local dealer name and 
address. Mail before July 1, 1986. 
Send to AMERICAN HANDGUNNER, 
Box 16025, San Diego, CA 92116. 

Which do you prefer: (Circle One) 
REVOLVER/AUTOMATIC. 

Dealer 

Address 

City State Zip 

Contest void where taxed or prohibited by law. No purchase 
necessary. Winner must comply with all federal and local 
laws. Employees and a.gents of Publisher's Development 
Corp. not eligible. 
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DO BETTER GUNS WIN? 
FIVE CASES llf POIRT 

Situation: You have a 
superior weapon. Does that 
mean you win a gunfight? 

At Lethal Force Institute, I warn all my students about what I call 
./-\."Magic Sword Excalibur Complex," the erroneous belief that 
your survival in a gunfight is guaranteed if you carry a certain type 
of weapon. Most often seen among .45 auto fans, the affliction is 
also known to occi.lf frequently among aficionadoes of .357 Mag
nums, large bore revolvers, and 9mm autoloaders with large maga
zine capacities. 

The casefiles are replete with men whose greater skill won out 
over their opponents' greater firepower. Only recently, a Metro
Dade police officer used his .38 service revolver to instantly kill an 
attacker armed with a .45 caliber submachine gun; no one else was 
injured. In the Jan/Feb '86 issue, we saw Ken Kaas, whose 9mm 
S&W auto beat the autoloading, slug-fed shotgun of his would-be 
murderer. And then there is Sgt. Les Davis, who pitted his model 
39 against a slug-loaded 12-bore pump gun with equal success. 

Still, all other things being equal, the better gun gives you an 
edge. When you look at the following incidents, culled from cases 
I've been involved in recently as either expert witness or the man 
who trained the shooter, bear in mind the list of priorities all Lethal 
Force Institute students get on the first morning. 

Mental Awareness and Preparedness is number one, a close 
second is Tactics, and third comes Skill With the Safety Equipment 
(which includes, but is not limited to, your firearm) . Only after all 
of those have been achieved do we consider the fourth priority of 
surviving a violent encounter, Proper Selection of Equipment. 
Now, on to the files. 

CASE A. A police sergeant is forced to shoot a suspect who is 
attempting to murder the patrolman. The officer fires all 8 shots in 
his Colt Gold Cup .45 service auto, inflicting eight gunshot 
wounds. The suspect falls and dies before he can fire his Llama .32 
auto pistol. This was not a .45 beating a .32. It was a trained man 
striking swiftly and decisively as a last resort. The gunman was so 
intent on slaying the patrolman we're not sure he ever thought he 
wouldn't prevail until the first of the sergeant's Remington 185-grain 
hollowpoints slammed into him. 

CASE B. A junkie, with a long criminal history of particularly 
vicious assaults, attacks a businessman armed with a gun he's 
licensed to carry and makes the statement repeatedly, "Motherf--
er, I'll kill you!" As he raises his 24" Monadnock police-style baton 
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Lesson: Tactics, awareness 
and preparedness determine 
gunfight victors. 

and moves forward, he is struck in the forehead with a 158-grain 
Winchester .38 Special serni-wadcutter from the businessman's 
Colt Detective Special. The junkie falls instantly to the ground, and 
will never regain consciousness. The citizen survived because his 
remote control weapon delivered its strike a moment before his 
assailant could deliver a lethal blow with his contact weapon. 

CASE C. Four armed robbery suspects are pulled over in their 
car at night. Between them are a Browning Hi-Power, two Smith & 
Wesson .38 Special revolvers, and a Walther PPK/s .380, all four 
loaded with conventional round-nose bullets. They apparently 
believe they have the one or two officers in the police car outgun
ned, and come boiling out of the car, fully armed. 

Only now do they realize that they have been pulled over, not by 
the local traffic cop, but by a special armed robbery squad that has 
been following them. My student, armed with a mini-Uzi 9mm 
submachine gun, is already near their car, and his three brother 
officers have already taken felony-stop flanking positions armed 
with another mini-Uzi, a Remington 870 12-gauge pump, and a 
SPAS-12 combat auto shotgun, the latter two loaded with 00 buck
shot and rifled slugs. The shootout lasts for ten seconds, during 
which time my student empties his mini-Uzi from a "speed crouch" 
position, reloads, and empties it again, shooting all four as support 
fire pours into the fugitives' vehicle from three angles. All four 
suspects are killed on the scene; one officer sustains a minor flesh 
wound in the firefight. 

Awareness was the key factor here. The robbery gang thought 
they were going to jump a couple ofunsuspecting puppies, and did 
not realize that four attack-trained Dobermans were already mov
ing in on them with guns levelled, ready to shoot at the first sign of 
armed resistance. Tactics in terms of movement, cover, and 
deployment favored the officers. Caught in a hailstorm of police 
return fire, the pistoleros in the car were unable to effectively shoot, 
while the officers were cool, trained, and prepared-and fired with 
deadly accuracy. The massive firepower the officers employed was 
not the deciding factor, but rather, was a reflection of their 
awareness and preparedness, their professional approach to the 
situation in terms of tactical dominance, and their skill at arms. 
Without those things, they would have been taken by surprise with 
their heavy weapons racked and their issue Browning P-35 9mm's 

Continued on page 62 
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Ruger's rim.fire pistol is already a classic, 
but with custom touches the Mark II 
adds grace and beauty to its pedigree. 

by Dave Arnold 

Accurate, reliable and, above all, reasona-
1"'\.bly priced, the Ruger .22 auto pistol is a 
pretty good pistol as it comes out of the box. 
When worked over by a good pistolsmith, its 
potential as a target gun is appreciably 
increased and, for this reason, it is often the 
subject of customizing. 

Hot rodding the Ruger .22 auto is a spe
cialty of Tom Volquartsen of Tom's Gun Blu
ing Shop who has been in the gun business for 
the past 15 years. In his well-equipped shop 
he produces no less than five different custom 
Rugers. He also creates heavy barrel PPC 
revolvers and offers other gunsmith services 
such as bluing, parkerizing as well as nickel 
and gold plating. 

All of his "Hot Rodded" Rugers have 
Douglas or Obermeyer match barrels, Bo
Mar or Millett fully adjustable rear sights, 
tuned actions and checkered wooden grips 
incorporating thumb rests. Pachmayr rubber 
stocks can be had as an option and all models 
have jeweled bolts and can be had in a choice 
of blue, nickel or stainless finishes. 

American Handgunner received two mod
els for evaluation-a Match Ten-X and a 
Custom V-6 . The former has a 6 V2 inch 
Douglas, 1-14 twist airgauge match barrel 
turned down so that its external diameter is 
the same as that of the receiver. To add more 
weight and reduce muzzle jump, a full length 
underlug, similar to that of the Colt Python, 
fits on the underside of the barrel. The gun 

Refined 
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can also be had with a similar style 5 1h 
barrel. 

The Match Ten-X is finished in satin nickel 
except for the sights which are blue. All blue 
versions are also available. The front sight is 
a square topped blade, undercut at the rear to 
reduce light reflection. The rear sight is a Bo
Mar, fully adjustable for both windage and 
elevation and set low on top of the receiver. 

A set of nicely carved and checkered 
wooden stocks are fitted to the frame, the left 
one incorporating a thumb rest. A gold 
plated trigger and a jeweled bolt blend in with 
the satin silver finish making the Match Ten
X a handsome pistol. 

The Custom V-6, which is built around the 
Ruger stainless auto, is even more elaborate. 
Its receiver is the same as the Ten-X, but its 
barrel and stocks are quite different. The 
former has also been made from a Douglas 
air-gauge 1-14 twist barrel, but has a tapered , 
ventilated rib on the top and an underlug like 
the Ten-X. The front sight is also similar 
while the rear is a fully adjustable Bo-Mar. To 
cater for the attachment of optical sights, the 
top of the receiver is grooved. 

The grips are of the type that is now com
monplace on many target pistols, being 
carved to fit the contours of the hand and 
incorporating a thumb rest on the left side 
and a platform on the bottom to give support 
to the heel of the hand. The trigger and action 
of both guns are worked over to give a crisp 

pull of around two pounds. The triggers 
themselves have two Allen screws fitted ; one 
sets into the front of the trigger guard to take 
up play in the trigger, while the other is in the 
trigger itself for adjustment to reduce 
overtravel. 

Apparently a lot of work goes into honing 
the various parts of the action to obtain a 
smooth, crisp and light trigger pull. While 
this is usually all that is needed, sometimes a 
particular gun needs some of the components 
and springs (other than the mainspring) 
replaced or slightly modified. Apart from 
this, the basic action is unaltered and take 
down for normal cleaning and maintenance is 
the same as for a stock Ruger. 

On the range, both guns gave impressive 
performances. The ammunition used in the 
test consisted of Eley Pistol Match, 
Winchester Target standard velocity and 
Super-X high velocity, Remington Target and 
Viper Hyper velocity and PMC Zapper high 
velocity. Accuracy evaluation was done from 
a bench rest at 25 yards and both pistols shot 
tight patterns that grouped within the ten-ring 
of a NRA Pistol Target. 

Best accuracy in both pistols was achieved 
with Eley Pistol Match with the best groups 
measuring between 112 and 3/4 inches. The 
excellent sights ·arid trigger actions all helped 
in shooting these groups. The sights are well 
defined and the fully adjustable Bo-Mar rear 
sights helped in getting the groups centered 
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on the target. The triggers, which both broke 
crisply at just over 2 lbs, also help. 

When doing some one-handed target 
shooting, recoil and muzzle lift was notice
ably absent, thanks to the heavy barrels with 
their underlugs. Rugers have always had 
good grips and the built in thumb rest of the 
10-X enhanced them even more. Even greater 
support was provided by the glove-fitting 
stocks of the Custom V-6 and helped off-set 
the muzzle heaviness caused by the heavy 
barrel. Actually, the combination of the grips 
and the heavy barrels made it seem as though 
the pistols just hung in the air with rock 
steady sights. This, of course, is just what 
target shooters want, and I was able to shoot 
some pretty good scores with both pistols. 

Both pistols weigh over three pounds 
which precludes them from being used in the 
International Standard Pistol match. How
ever, they are suitable for NRA target shoot
ing as well as silhouette work. In addition to 
their impressive performance,the work
manship and finish of both guns is excellent. 
Even more impressive was the price, for the 
Match Ten-X is priced at just under $400 
while the Custom V-6 retails at $599.50. 
Both prices include the cost of the basic gun. 
Further information on both pistols and other 
products can be obtained from Tom's Gun 
Bluing Shop, Dept. AH, Rt #1 , Box 271 Car-
roll, Iowa, 51401, ~ 
(712) 792-4238. ~ 
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A Debate Forum Featuring Experts 

PRO 
By Cameron Hopkins 

From the stunning 
muzzle blast to the 
satisfying thump of 
recoil, you appreciate 
every ounce of force. 

ARE 
MAGNUMS 

BETTER? 

CON 
By Charles E. Petty 

Magnums have made 
jerking, flinching, 

blithering idiots out of 
some potentially 

good shooters. 

'\"'l Toven into the fabric of the American 
VV consciousness is the notion of''Bigger is 

Better." Americans roar down vast six-lane 
highways in huge Cadillacs while our Euro
pean counterparts putter down narrow roads 
in shoe-boxes. Americans proudly point to 
such manifestations of ''Bigger is Better" as 
the B-1 bomber, William "The Refrigerator" 
Perry and the Empire State Building. 

And we see American handgunners dis
playing a similar affinity for ''Bigger is Better" in their love for 
magnums. While we can question the relative merits of a Cadillac 
and a VW, we cannot but accept that bigger is better in magnum 
handgun calibers. Anything a .44 Special can do, a .44 Magnum 
can do better. 

Before proving how and why magnums are better, let's consider 
this captivating word-magnum. The term derives from the Latin 
"magnus" meaning great. "Magnum" was first applied to rifle 
cartridges during the transition from black powder to nitro 
powders. In this early context, magnum referred to any cartridge 
producing in excess of 2,500 fps such as the .375 Holland and 
Holland Magnum. Pistol cartridges first saw the designation "mag
num" in 1935 with the introduction of the .357 Magnum, a more 
powerful version of the .38 Special. This heralded a new definition 
of magnum. 

Magnum became ''lengthened." The .357 Magnum differs from 
a .38 Special by a longer case (0.1 inches). Along came a length
ened .44 Special case in 1955 dubbed the .44 Magnum. Fans of the 
.44 Magnum realized the Latin suffix implied sheer, unmitigated 
power. Completing the evolution of "magnum" was the introduc
tion of the .41 Magnum in 1964. The .41 Magnum had no stubby 
parent cartridge-the designation of magnum merely indicated· 
power and energy. And with the .41 Magnum, assisted by the .44 
Magnum, came today's connotation of the term "magnum" - Big
ger is Better. 

Magnums are bigger, and magnums are better. Ballistically 
better. The ballistics of any magnum pistol cartridge are superior in 
every way to any Special ancestor. Greater velocity, more energy, 
flatter trajectory. We need not debate the ballistic merits of Mag
nums over Specials-there can be no argument concerning 
undisputed facts. Magnums are ballistically better. 

Better for what? You name it. Hunting- magnums can propel 
heavier bullets at higher velocities which translates into clean kills 
and venison on the table. Silhouette-magnums dominate in the 
revolver and production classes of IHMSA. (Not satisfied with 
mere "magnums," the silhouette fraternity now favors the .357 
Maximum over the . 357 Magnum.) Self-defense- see hunting. For 
self-defense uses, again, magnums offer greater stopping power by 
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T here's a disease epidemic in the country 
that I call Magnum Mania. Every club 

has at least one victim whose presence at the 
range is announced by an awesome roar and 
blinding flash. AU that's missing is a mush
room shaped cloud. 

Gun and ammunition manufacturers are 
quick to recognize the potential of this mar
ket and take steps to satisfy the demand. In 
the last few years weve seen several new 
entries: the .357 Maximum .. 32 H&R Magnum, 9mm and .45 
Winchester Magnums. 

When I hear of a new cartridge coming on the market I am 
always curious. I want to know the whys and wherefores. What 
does it do, what is the useful purpose? I am especially skeptical 
when the cartridge comes with "magnum" designation. 

For an awful lot of people "magnum" means a big bottle of 
champagne for New Year's Eve, or a TV private eye. But for many 
shooters it means more boom for their buck. For some of those it 
means jerked triggers, flinches, missed targets, disappointment 
and, perhaps, pain. 

The magnum pistol cartridge was born in this country when 1/8 11 

was added to the .38 Special cartridge and the .357 Magnum was 
created. It was instantly taken to the bosom of a sizeable portion of 
the shooting public while others were understandably confused 
over how a .38 could be enlarged and become a smaller number: 
. 357. It was elevated to the level of mythical power by Dick Tracy 
and fabled far and wide for its alleged ability to disable an auto
mobile with a single shot. With precedent well set, it was only a 
matter of time before someone did the same thing for the .44 
Special. 

Where would Dirty Harry be without the .44 Magnum? But 
theres a little known, or willfully forgotten , bit of trivia here. In 
Magnum Force Inspector Callahan made the statement, "I shoot 
.44 Specials in it." Could it be that Dirty Harry's message was lost 
to his fans? I have a weird feeling that admitting that you shot .44 
Specials in your magnum blaster would, for some people, be worse 
than owning up to your wife that you have a social disease. 

"Magnum mania" has spawned a clique of reloaders who are 
forging new frontiers of power, sometimes beyond the limits of 
prudence or good sense. This frightens me, and has changed my 
attitude about magnum cartridges in general, and the .44 Magnum 
in particular - from neutral ambivalence to antipathy. I doubt that a 
day goes by that the editorial offices of the many gun magazines do 
not receive a letter from a reader who wishes to know how to get 
more velocity out of a given cartridge. Usually he's already loading 
to the maximum charges published in the manuals and wants more. 
The publishers of loading data include a relatively generous safety 

Co11ti11ued 011 page 68 
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EXCLUSIVE LIFETIME 
REPAIR POLICY 

Taurus will repair your Taurus 
handgun free of charga for the 
llfetlme of the weapon. No other 
handgun manufacturer makes this 
offer! See your dealer and ask to 
- the top-value Taurus line. 



AMT 
AUTOSCALE 
By Dan Cotterman 

I f now and then things get a little dull 
around your reloading bench, if you just 

can't seem to get hyped up over stuffing brass 
any more, then get a load of what Harry 
Sanford and the guys at Arcadia Machine & 
Tool have come up with. It's a powder mea
sure and scale combined, called the Auto
scale, and, believe it or not, just touching the 
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BURRIS HAS EXCITING NEWS 
FOR THE HANDGUNNER ... the 
newly designed Mikro Handgun 
Scope. It's small in size for quick 
handling7 good looks and convenient 
carrying. It's big in performance with 
high quality optics and rugged con
struction. With a compact 5/8 inch 
tube and weighing only 4 ounces7 the 

Start button and watching the thing work can 
turn a routine reloading session into fascinat
ing entertainment. 

But the Autoscale's pricetag is a bit 
weighty for mere entertfilnment, and this is a 
test to determine whether you're going to get 
your money's worth if you decide to buy one. 
So, I worked with the Autoscale and checked 
its operation six ways from Sunday. Here's 
how it went. 

Instructions are simple and clearly writ
ten. You set the scale beam in place, with the 
knife edges at rest in agate V-blocks. Then it's 
necessary to level the scale, so the beam is 
zeroed. This is done by adjusting two legs at 
the left end of the body. Next, you insert the 
plastic powder-hopper tube. (This is a big 
hopper: it's almost a foot long, and it's over 
1.7 inches in diameter. It'll hold a lot of 
powder.) Finally-and, here, you're only 
minutes removed from having ripped into the 
box -you plug the mini jack end of the nine
volt transformer wire into the back of the 
body and plug the transformer into the AC 
outlet on your bench. 

You're ready to begin metering powder. 
Funnel the propellant of your choice into the 
hopper, set the beam weights, and press the 
Start button. Watch what happens! There are 
two powder-trickier tubes above the powder 
pan, which is sus\Jended from the beam at the 
right extreme of the Autoscale. The rear tube 
is fast-feed; the front tube, which is threaded 

Mikro Scope eliminates that top 
heavy look and feel when mounted 
on any handgun. 

The Mikro Scope is made to the same 
high quality specifications you expect 
in all Burris products; fully coated 
lenses7 rugged magnum proof con
struction7 crisp click adjustments7 and is 
available in 2X and 3X magnifications. 

J'ESJ' REPORJ' 
inside, is slow-feed. The Autoscale whirrs, 
just audibly, as the two tubes rotate. Then, 
when the charge you've selected comes up to 
within a grain or so, the fast-feed tube stops 
turning, but the slow-feed tube continues to 
turn, for a few seconds, until the beam hits 
zero. 

This staged shutting-off of the feed tubes 
occurs because, as the beam rises toward 
zero, a small copper baffle-plate on the 
beam's pointer end interrupts two separate 
light beams. As the plate interrupts the lower 
beam, the fast-feed tube shuts off; then, as the 
second (upper) beam is broken, the slow
feed tube shuts off. The powder charge is 
metered, and the process will not begin again 
until the Start button is pushed. 

Charges of flake, stick, and ball-type 
powders were dispensed in order to deter
mine approximate metering times. Generally 
speaking, the heavier the individual granule 
the faster the beam rises. For example, a 
charge of22 grains of2400 meters in about 14 
seconds, which is the time required to meter 
5 grains of Unique. If you're loading, say, 55 
grains of a coarser powder such as 4831, it'll 
take about 26 seconds for each charge to 
trickle into the pan. And 17 grains of slim
stick 4198, a common charge behind a 45-
grain bullet in the .221 Fireball, will keep the 
Autoscale's tubes whirring for about 17 sec
onds. With ball-type powder you'll wait 

Continued on page 57 

See Burris products at your dealer or send 
50' for catalog to: BURRIS COMPANY, 
INC., P.O. Box 1747, Greeley, CO 80632 

100% MADE IN USA 
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Please send me: 
D 1 Survival Knife @ $29.95 plus $4.00 for shipping and handling. 
D 2 Survival Knives @ $57.95 plus $4.00 for shipping and handling. 
Specify: 
D Black handle with black sheath and black coated blade. 
D Camouflage handle with green sheath and black coated blade. 
Florida residents add 5% tax. Orders out of USA $8.00 shipping and handling. 

Charge my D MasterCard D Visa D American Express 
D Check enclosed D Money Order 

Credit Card Number: 

II I I I I I I I 
Expiration Oate: ._I _.l__.___.__.__._.....__..__._I _.I 

Authorized Signature - ----------- -
Name. ___________ Phone. _ ___ _ 

Address -----------------
City _________ State ___ Zip __ _ 

GUNS 



Short Cylinder P.P.C. Conversion US P11tnt 

A Mt: lll<' AS P1 i-TOl . "1.}11T 11 ~ GnLn 

so 

AFRICA 
Continued from page 39 

was with Dr. Rocco Gioia trying my uniniti
ated hand at a bit of handgun hunting with a 
customized Handcannon. I brought the hand
gun for occasional use, as I did most of my 
hunting with a rifle. 

On my first outing with the Handcannon -
the rifle came along for anything serious - I 
met quick success by taking an impala, a 
deer-sized antelope, after only three hours of 
hunting. The impala was in a bachelor herd 
of 12 animals, and at that range the horns 
could not be distinguished in the 4x scope. 
Range was 217 paces, stepped-off later. 

I fastened my eyebrows onto the cups of 
my 7x42 Zeiss binoculars, and the excellent 
optics enabled me to pick the best head from 
the crowd in the fading light of dusk. I stead
ied the Contender in a crotch of a tree where a 
large branch met the trunk that was conceal
ing me from 24 impala eyes. Taking a deep 
breath, I let part of the air hiss from my nose, 
and then held the last bit. Slowly I began to 
take the creep from the trigger and gently 
squeeze until the sear released. At the shot 
the herd spooked except for one straggler, my 
target, that dropped . I was impressed that this 
.375 JDJ could take game to that range, over 
200yards. 

I later ambushed a warthog boar with 
long, scimitar-like tusks sweeping from its 
ugly gums. Those tusks are fearsome weap
ons able to filet a man's leg from calf to 
crotch. I surprised the wild porker by sneak
ing up from behind a six-foot ant hill . (They 
have big ants in Africa!) I was using the same 
load as with the impala: a 285 grain custom 
bullet from Cor Bon. The Cor Bon bullets 
exited both impala and warthog, so I cannot 
speak of the mushrooming characteristics. 
The exit holes, large and jagged, indicated 
violent expansion. 

This handgun hunt was a roaring success 
for Mickey and Bill, and it was rewarding for 
me too, what little I did of it. Mickey and Bill 
together collected several nice trophies 
including a magnificent kudu bull for 
Mickey's trophy room. His kudu , a spec
tacular antelope weighing some 700 pounds 
with long, spiral horns, dropped to a single 
.44 bullet. 

This handgunner's dream hunt was indeed 
a grand adventure. South Africa in particular 
offers great opportunities for handgun hunt
ers because they permit the sport- many 
African nations prohibit hunting dangerous 
game with handguns. 

Africa still conjures up images of vast 
untamed jungles and bush, images of Stewart 
Granger, Clark Gable and Teddy Roosevelt. 
While "progress" has eroded many of the fine 
hunting lands, there still exists the greatest 
hunting in the world. The Dark Continent has 
not yet been entirely corrupted by "civiliza-
tion ." A grand adventure awaits 1111!19-
the handgun hunter in Africa. ~ 
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Remington Arms Company announced at 
their 1986 New Products Seminar the 

introduction of a new chambering in the 
XP-100 for varmint hunters. Dubbed the 
XP-100 Varmint Special, the new bolt action 
handgun chambers the .223 (5 .56 NATO) 
cartridge. 

At the same time, Remington discontinued 
the .221 Fireball chambering from the 
XP-100. Design of the new Varmint Special 
is similar to that of the XP-100 Silhouette 
(7mm Bench Rest chambering) with a 
medium weight, 141/i inch barrel and Rem
ington's special one piece stock of strong, 
Du Pont Zytel structured nylon (no, it's not 
plastic!). 

Availability of a standard , small game car-

REMINGTON 
INTRODUCES .223 

TO XP·IOO, OFFERS 
NEW .38 AND .44 

SPECIAL LOADS 

tridge in a factory-produced pistol with an 
established reputation for exceptional 
accuracy should bring exciting new levels of 
performance to the growing sport of long
range handgunning. 

When it was introduced in 1963 , the 
XP-100 broke new ground in handgun 
design. It offered for the first time a bolt 
action handgun with the lock-up strength and 
rigidity previously found only in centerfire 
rifles. The action is similar to Remington's 
proven 700 in which the cartridge is com
pletely surrounded by three concentric rings 
of solid steel. 

The XP-100 Varmint Special features a 
clean barrel without iron sights. But the 
receiver is drilled and tapped for scope 

mounts to accommodate the shooter's choice 
of either standard rifle scopes or one of the 
extended eye relief pistol scopes. 

The Varmint Special will be available in 
mid-1986 at your Remington authorized 
dealer. 

Another development for the XP fan is the 
introduction of the .35 Remington chamber
ing from Remington's Custom Shop. Nicely 
figured wood stocks are also available from 
the Custom Shop. 

Other new products of interest to handgun
ners are two new factory loadings in .38 
Special and .44 Special. The new .38 load is 
a + P 158 grain semi-wadcutter at 890 fps. 
The . 44 Special load features a 200 111111111!19-
grain semi-wadcutter at 1,035 fps. ~ 



Set our sights 
on asco's exclusive 
World Class 
mounting system. 

-Ii~ -
....,_.. 

• 

Today 's hunter demands the best guns and scopes ever. If he does not demand 
the finest , most rigid mounting system to lock them together, true accuracy will not 
be achieved. 

Only Tasco 's World Class all steel scope mounts feature "The strongest ring-to-base 
attachment known." The heart of Tasco's World Class scope system is the stud . A heat 
treated steel alloy link which provides superior strength and rigidity in the scope to rifle / 
pistol attachment. And what a difference that stud makes. They are tested to endure the 
incredible force of more than two tons ... with ease . That is six times the force needed to 
shear a traditional steel rear scope ring from its base. And Tasco's rings are only half the 
weight of traditional steel rings, hand polished, and adjustable for windage . 

Tasco World Class scope mounts have been proved world wide and bases are 
available to fit over two hundred different rifles and pistols. Easy fitting world class scope 
mounts suffer no wear or loosening with repeated removal or refitting. 

Durability. Value. Tasco's World Class lifetime warranty. Just a few of the reasons to 
set your sights on Tasco for your World Class mounting system. 

tasco(R' 
RIFLESCOPES 

More power to your eyes. 

For more information on worldwide d istribution, 
write Tasco, PO. Box 520080, Miami, Florida 33152. 
In Canada, contact Optex Corp., 52 Lesmill Road, 
Don Mills, Ontario, Canada M3B 2T5. 

© 1986 Tasco Sales, Inc. TAD-200-0286-PK 



SI LU ETAS 
Co11ti1111ed from page 18 

area upon firing causing the case to grow in 
length and thicken at the shoulder to neck 
juncture. To eliminate the problems caused 
by brass flow, ream the case neck and trim it 
to length after every firing, and don't forget to 
deburr and bevel the case mouth. 

After a bottle neck case has been fire 
formed it should not be full length sized 
again. Instead, use a neck sizing die only. 
Adjust the die in the press so that it does not 
touch the shoulder of the case during sizing. 
Remember, the shoulder to rim length on the 
case establishes the head space for the pistol. 

Seat a recommended primer in the neck 
sized case. Seat the primer firmly to the bot
tom of the primer pocket of the cartridge 
case. Primers which are not firmly seated 
will move forward when they are struck by 
the firing pin resulting in erratic ignition 
which in turn causes a deterioration of 
accuracy. 

When choosing a powder, follow the 
powder data in one of the listed loading man
uals and select the slowest burning rate 
powder which will produce a velocity of 1700 
to 1900 fps. The slower powders develop a 
smoother acceleration curve, causing the 
least bullet upset and make sure a proper 
cnarge of the powder selected fills the case to 
at least 90% full after the bullet is seated. 
Excessive air space leads to erratic burning 
of the power, which in turn produces erratic 

CHOOSE A WINNER 
Over 250.000 
Gunbeft Rigs Sol 

Texas 
residents add 
Sales Tax. 

AMERICAN SALES & MFG. 
BOX 677, LAREDO, TX 78040 

203 204 206 

Send $2 00 for our NEW Catalog of Custom Handgun 
Accessories Refundable with first order To order 
call 1818) 956-6010. We accept MasterCard /Visa 

":::'ros. KING 'S GUN WORKS, INC. 
"""'" 1837W.Glenoaks Blvd . Glendale, CA 91201 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER • JULY/AUGUST 1986 

Faster ... smoother ... 
lower priced. Hornady's new Pro-Jector@ 
is your best buy in a progressive loader. It's 
the only progressive press with standard automatic 
indexing plus automatic ''Brass Kicker" case ejector for 
rifle and pistol calibers. With every stroke of the operating 
lever the Pro-Jector kicks out a finished cartridge. The result: Higher 
production \\ith much less effort. Compare. You'll find the Pro-Jector is the 
fastest, most versatile press on the market - and it has an attractive low price 
that includes a set of top-quality Durachrome Dies. See your Hornady dealer 
and get a demonstration today. 
Hornady Manufacturing Co., Dept. AG1076 
Box 1848. Grand Island, NE 68802-1848 
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PISTOLSMITH 
I have 34 yea rs experi ence repairing and building all types of sporting 
fi rea rms. Complete fa ciliti es for the type of work that is required. 

Combat • Pin shooting • Ta rget • Silhouette 
COLT FACTORY WARRANTEE SERVICE CENTER 

HIGH STAN DARD SPECIALIST - ALL MODELS 
SMITH & WESSON REVOLVER IMPROVEMENTS 

A one man shop that ca res, and a shooter who kn ows what the seri ous 
shooter wa nts. Satisfaction Assured . Price List $1.00 . 

CAMPBELL H . IRWIN GUNSMITH 
Hartland Blvd. , East Ha rtl and , Conn. 

Tel. [203) 653-3901 Zip 06027 

• Cocked & Locked or 
Hammer Down Carry wf 
Anti-Orab Thumbsnap 

• Carries rD.1lB...WLl.l 
!!!!f.£ Over Camo Gear 

Or U!Kler A Tux . A TRUE URBAN, DESERT. 
FOREST o• TROPICAL ~ 

Uned In Gkwe Leather. only $79.95 
Available In Ruddy-Brown plus 5% S&H 

color or NitH!lack'" Foreign Add 20% Dealers Send 
l -Hand Shooters-NO EXTRA CHARGE FFL Plus S3.00 

•I 

LEARN EVERYTHING YOU"LL NEEO TO KNOW TO 
GET YOU STARTED IN THE CAREER YOU WANT/ 
LIFETIME CONSULTATION SERVICE AT NO COST. 

BE A SUCCESSFUL GUN PRO! 

OVER 40,000 STUDENTS SINCE 1946 

Send for FREE FACTS or call 602-990-8346 

Please RUSH FAU facts on how I can become a professional gunsmith 
the QUICK easy home study way No Obligallon. No salesman will call 
CHECK FOR VA o• GI D ACTIVE D RETIRED 

NAME ------------ AGE __ 

ADDRESS _____________ _ 

CITY STATE ___ ZIP ___ _ 

MODERN GUN REPAIR SCHOOL dept.MF76 

~3~ ~S~ ~E~,~~A,!:O~ 

cO~i;I. .. , ...... _ .. "' .... , , ... ,,... I 
EQUIPMENT -
ii8~r~ SWAGE J 
the basis fo r 90% Al;.1:!1&11· 
of the world's custom 
bullet bus iness! Discover 
a new world: SEVE N BOOK LIBRARY of 
SWAG ING $4 7 .50. Info rmation pack. $ 1 00. 

TE/.El'/10.YE CJ/WE/IS ll 'ELCOME' 

(503) 826-52 I I • ~ 

CORBIN 
PO Box 2659 
WHITE CITY , OR 

97503 

SKEETER SKELTON'S 
CUSTOM GRIP DESIGN 

Now available in 
exotic woods of your 
choice. Traced 
outline of gun hand 
assures a tailored 
grip fit. Send SASE 
for FREE brochure. 

Bear Hug Grips 
P.O. Box 25944, ST 4 
Colorado Springs, CO 
80936 • (303) 598-5675 

Small 
can be 

Not being the largest builder of 
Reloading Equipment gives us and 
you many advantages. 

We pay more attention to little 
details such as design and quality, 
and have for 38 years given you the 
best of the old and first of the new. 
Our exclusive ideas eventually 
become industry standards. 

Don't buy equipment until you have 
looked at us. If your dealer does not 
stock C-H, send $2 for our complete 
1986 catalog. We'll credit you $3 on 
your first order over $25! 

Phone us at 715/229-2146 or 2147. 
Use your MasterCard or Visa. No 
minimum order, and we ship at once. 
You'll like the small town prices, too. 

Got a reloading question? Call us 
and ask Joan for Tony. You'll like C-H, 
we're home folks! 

C-H TOOL & DIE CORPORATION 
Dept AH, 106 North Harding Street 

Owen, Wisconsin 54460 

cartridge performance. 
Hot or high pressure loads should be 

avoided. I have never found a high pressure 
load that was as accurate as a moderate load. 
In every instance something less than a maxi
mum powder charge produced the best per
formance. Usually one of the listed starting 
loads will work well for fire forming the 
cases. 
Bullets that perform best are rifle bullets in 
the 140 to 165 gr. weight range which are 
designed for use in high velocity cartridges. 
Remember, the bullet must be tough enough 
to deliver its energy to the obstinate 50 pound 
steel ram. Seat the bullets with a short stroke 
of the press ram to start the bullets, then 
rotate the cartridge 180 degrees in the shell 
holder and complete the seating operation. 
Adjust your dies to seat the bullet deep 
enough in the case to allow .040 inch of 
clearance between the lands in the barrel and 
the bullet when the cartridge is chambered 
(.040 inch freebore). The clearance will 
eliminate pressure spikes in the pistol's cham
ber area. 

All the details listed may seem like a lot of 
work. It isn't really. Precision loading equip
ment is available at a reasonable cost from a 
number of manufacturers and their manuals 
will lead you step by step through the loading 
operations. You will produce cartridges that 

-TOLL FREE-
: A HI. 800-82 19·0pr.720 ;: 
•• · ~" N~,-~ ~ 
. U A • • A.MAZO • &1N ... 
~~;~:~t..L0~0 by cJ...,,,.,...s~ • ..- "!'!.. \ .,.~pJymo1!? ~oc: \.'C O! 1 ~..,.r:J- f\)\. 0 

111•1~3·11!!1 •:, s '! . .,. 14~ \ 140~fG ·\ 1 s 
FREE , 1 I 
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RAZORBACK\'\ 'J.'2.1\\ ~s~ ~ __.,.,......-~. 
BROADHEAOS s,\0~Jiu\ 17/-HJonl) Pd ' 
SILENT.POWERFUL.ACCURATE.hits hke bullet! 11\s vannml~. x 
pcs1s.Target, plinking. thrilling spo11! Astound friends! Compressed ~ 
breath gives amazing power! Pierces 11.2" plywood! Rl!gged .38 cal. o 
aluminum. 135 steel darts ,carryca~c. i nstruction~ . .l;r.1ece modcl'i: g; 

w do~~~::~~o~~~~SJ1.'.9¥! ~~·· ~~1~/:J~j~9~h~97!i!J: £(~~~~
1 

~~.-
2. $13.97! S'Super-Mag (2-pc.) 450' $22.97! Add $3.00! for a bove Take-
8 DQwp Camo models! Extra darts $3.50/100! SS.95/200! $14/S'.OO! $26/M! 
...JBOnus Yux..1 ~g~ darts!sling!quiver!patches!muu.lc guard! 
~ targets!carry box ($22""""ffeelJies)! Buy 3 SA ME + cleaning rod + 900!$32 
C/l frecbies!Buy 4 SAME+ 1100+ Mini-gun!$5 1 frce!Buy 5 SAME+ 1300+ 
O: fre;,r,~u

0
n!$65 frcc!Buy 6 SAME+ l600!free 8th gun! ~P.!J!!l· 

~~e H IBL_ &ll!!1 30-day moneyback if not delighteaflfOroKen 
~ m · Well replace! HOUSE OF WEAPONS, INC. Box 794-HG 
c Prorn. tah 84603.Send cash.check.Visa.M.C. Buy 17/51h'only S147 PPd! 

JARVIS 
GUNSMITH ING 

~~; 
$3 50 

JARVI S shp 
AIM POINT MOU NT 
• For Bull Barrel Rev. 
• Fits MK-3 & New 2000 

Aimpoinls & Scopes 

441 8 LARKSTONE CR. 
ORANGE, CA 92669 
(714) 771-1412 

Compensator 
Kits 

Send $1.00 for 
Cat. of Compet1tmn 

Handguns 
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The only One-Step 
bore cleaner and con
ditioner so effectively 
dissolves and removes 
fouling it actually im
proves shooting accu
racy. It also lubricates 
and maintains firearm 
bores for maximum 
performance and longer life. Make your 
choice the choice of the experts. 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEED 

HAVE YOU TRIED 
SHOOTER'S CHOICE 

GUN GREASE 

The all weather, high-tech custom grease for all 
firearms. Won't gum up or melt off. Pin point, 
waste free syringe applicator. The one to 

'choose where lubrication and protection count! 
At your dealer or write Dept. 718 AH 

VENCO Industries, Inc., P.O. Box 598, 
Chesterland, OH 44026 (216) 729-9392 

IT'S BACK! 
r .... Original 

Dirty Harry® 
Shoulder Holster 

For ALL 
HANDGUNS 

Marauder 
Black Model 

LEATHER CO., Now w Black 
Holds The Rights to this Suede Lin ing 

WORLD CLASS HOLSTER 
WORN BY SHOOTERS IN OVER 21 COUNTRIES 

•HOLSTER & H A RNESS made Entire ly Of TOP
GRA IN L EATH ER N O ELASTIC- NO Spl it 
Cowhide 1s Used N O STRAPS VISIBLE 
AC ROSS C HEST 

•H OLSTER Is Made From EXTRA HEAVY. 
HAND SEL ECTED . T EXAS SADDLE LEAT HER 

•1-i OLSTE R Is Lined With GENUINE SUEDE 

•This Is THE ORIGINAL-Recommended As 
The 'Best' By More Gun Writers Than Any Other 
Holster in The World 
•PRICES: 6-1 / 2" barrels or under $84.95 

7-1 / 2", 8" or 8-3/ 8" barrels $94.95 
10;• 10V2 " or 10'Va " barrels $104.95 

CATALOG $3.00. Please add 5% to total of order for 
shipping and insurance. (Lett-hand Models-NO EX
TRA CHARGE) DEALERS-send $3.00 and F.F.L 

Credit Card Orders (512) 697-8900. 
Send check M.O. VISA or M.C. to: 

CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 
P.O. Box 100724 Dept. AH-7, San Antonio, TX 78201 

BEWARE OF CHEAP IMITATIONS 

will cost less and perform better than any you 
can buy. 

Recommended Reading 
Hornady Handbook of Cartridge 

Reloading 
Sierra Bullets Reloading Manual 
Speer Manual for Reloading Ammunition 

All of the above may be purchased at 
your local gun shop. Another excellent refer
ence is: Reloading Guide for Hand-Gun 
Accuracy available from IHMSA, Box 1609, 
Idaho Falls, ...._ 
Idaho 83401 °' 
DOMINATOR 
Continued from page 33 

The Nosier Partition has decent penetra
tion from a handgun even if it blows its nose 
off. The rear portion of the bullet penetrates 
well. For a soft bullet in any caliber, try the 
Nosier. 

At this point the Dominator's caliber list is 
meager. It will probably get better but not 
with a lot of calibers shooters demand. At 
this time, and certainly subject to change, 
Pachmayr is not intending to chamber any 
wildcat. 

The Dominator does well with a standard 
good 19ll trigge~ of four pounds or so. It will 

Patented Do Not xcept Substitutes 
Rib & Sights for the competitive shooter. The 1984 CAMP 
PERRY NATIONAL PISTOL championships 1st & 2nd place 
won using BO·MAR's. Also '82, '83 & '84 PPC National 
Championships won with Bo·Mar Sights. 

BO-MAR LLJ1 
World's Finest Handgun Sights L_J 

at affordable prices Serrated blade ® I 
I Route 12, Box 405 Longview. TX 75605 214-759-4784 I 

Send stamped self-addressed envelope for catalog 

•••••••••••••••• 

"' ED BROWN 
CUSTOM PISTOLS 

6" MAXI-COMP 
5" MINI-COMP 
CARRY GUNS 

Send SI .00 for color poster 
and price list: 

ED BROWN 
BROWN'S Gun Shop 

Route 1, Box 153 
Perry, Mo. 63462 

Phone (314J 565-3261 
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With a Quality 
Stackpole Gun Book 

THE AK47 STORY 
Evolution of the 
Kalashnikov Weapons 
by Dr. Edward C. Ezell 
Hardcover $29. 95, 256 pages 

From the western world's leading authority on military small 
arms. Over 150 rare and unusual photographs illustrate this 
story of the most widely distributed and best known military 
shoulder weapon of the post·World War II era . Actual Impe
rial Russian and Soviet weapons used as source material. 

by Aaron S. Zelman 

-

CONSUMER'S GUIDE 
TO HANDGUNS 

and Lt. Michael L. Neuens 
Paperback $16.95, 208 pages 

"The consumers report for the firearms world. No one should 
buy a gun wi thout checking this guide:· -Larry Pratt, Gun 
Owners of America 

BERETTA AUTOMATIC PISTOLS 
The Collector's and Shooter's 
Comprehensive Guide 
by J.B. Wood 
Hardcover $19.95, 192 pages 
"Masterful treatment of an especially timely topic by one of 
the world's premier gun wri ters. The appeal is universal, as 
Wood covers both history and technology in a precise and 
interesting manner."-Soldier of Fortune 

POLICE HANDGUN MANUAL 
How to Get Street Smart Surviv.al Habits 
by Bill Clede 
Hardcover $11.95, 128 pages 
"A very worthwhile book, wi th lots of information in few 
pages. Good reading for any officer, or civilian. who feels the 
need to improve his understanding of shooting fo r real and 
surviving the experience:· -Police Marksman 

~;;;r~ook ;7u;;;rice, the 2nd ~7o'o;;;;;~u-;,;-j 
I 3rd at a 20% discount and 4th book at a 30% discount. I 
I Enclose check for books plus $2.50 for the 1st book & I 

50C for each additional book for shipping. PA residents 
I add 6%. We also honor Visa , Mastercard , and American I 
I Express. Include card # and expiration. Credit card I 

orders may call 1-BOO·REAO·NOW. If not completely sat· I 
I isfied , return any book wi th in 30 days in original packing. 

I I 
I Name I 
I Address I 
I I I City. ST, Zip I 

STACKPOLE BOOKS 
America's Great Outdoor Publisher 

Department AH 
P.O. Box 1831, Harrisburg, PA 17105 
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GET THE 
COMPETITIVE EDGEI 
HANDGUN COMPETITION is the 
comprehensive sourcebook that 
covers all aspects of competitive 
pistol and revolver shooting. Top
ics include historical develop
ment, shooting instruction and 
selection, care and maintenance 
of equipment. Also featured is a 
review of the rules and techniques 
governing each of the major 
types of competition : civilian, po
l ice, or military. If you are a 
prizewinning shooter, or just want 
to be, then send for a copy of this 
book right away. Only $16.95 plus 
$1.50 postage and handling. 

HAt.iDGUNNER.BCiOKs·:o·~pt.·sa-·HG:7:· 
591 Camino de la Reina, #200 
San Diego, CA 92108 
__ Please send me a copy of 
HANDGUN COMPETITION. 
Enclosed is $16.95 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Charge my credit card __ Visa / MC 
__ MasterCard Number ___ _ 

Exp. Date Initials __ _ 
NAME __________ _ 

ADDRESS ________ _ 

CITY _____ STATE - ZIP --

California residents add 6% sales tax. 
Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 

DUNK-KIT 
THE FAST, EASY WAY TO 

CLEAN YOUR GUN!! 
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• Dunk-Kit cleans out malfunction causing crud 
and fouling. 

• Dunk-Kit cleans, lubricates and displaces 
moisture all In one easy operation. 

• Dunk-Kit Is reusable and should lost for 
years. 

• Dunk-Kit loosens light leading allowing it to 
be brushed out of bores. 

• Dunk-Kit Is also Ideal for cleaning and 
protecting small ports, reels, cycle chains 
or almost anything. 

• Dunk-Kit is available In '/• gal., 1¥• gal. and 
large 4 gal. sizes. 

• Ounce for ounce, Dunk-Kit is the least 
expensive cleaner on the market. 

$1995 Ill ~ ONLY ppd. In the cont USA. 
~ . Please send street address 

·% gal. size 1or UPS delivery. coo•s Otl'. 

Send $2 for more Information on Dt.nk-l(lt ond a complete catalog 
ot custom honOgun modifications and port$. 

I 
CYLINDER & SLIDE SHOP, INC. 
P.O. Box 937 
Fremont, NE 68025 
Ph.: (402) 721 -4277 

do much better with a 2 pound pull that just 
isn't suitable in the semi-automatic mode. For 
the best results it is necessary to set up a 
frame strictly for Dominator use. This puts it 
in the expensive class. 

Ballistically, a 14 inch 308 is about 12 % 
slower than the same load fired in a 22-24 
inch rifle. This means the pistol round is· 
somewhat weaker with a correspondingly 
more curved trajectory and delivers slightly 
less energy. In the field , killing ~ame, ~s 
difference is generally hard to notice. Identi
cal hits from the 308 rifle or pistol with the 
same ammunition are going to give essen
tially the same result. Poor hits will give poor 
results and good hits will give good results. 

Handloading for the 308 pistol is the same 
as handloading for the rifle. With few excep
tions, if any, the same loads that give the best 
performance in a rifle will give the best per
formance in the pistol. Never attempt to load 
"pistol" powders in bottle neck r~e cases. ~ 
my opinion, if you do, you will regret it 
sooner or later. Pachrnayr has a small booklet 
furnishing handloads for the Dominator 
which gives a reasonable number of loads 
ranging from target loads to full charge hand
loads. I believe it is $5.00 from Pachrnayr, 
1220 S. Grand Ave., Dept. AH, Los Angeles, 
CA, 90015 (A/C 213 748-7271) . 

Although it's not at all unusual to find a 
couple hundred feet per second difference 
from one barreho another, or from one lot of 
powder to another in the same barrel, you 
should be able to expect up to 2900 fps/llO 
grain , 2800 fps/130 grain , 2500 fps/150 

FORT KNOX 
SECURITY PRODUCTS 

THE STANDARD OF EXCELLENCE! 
•Burglar 

Proof 
Concealed 
Hinge 
Systems 

•Fire 
Protect ion 
Available 
Al l Models 

•New Rack 
and Pinion 
Mechanism 

Call or Write 
for Information 

1051 N. INDUSTRIAL 
PARK RD. 

OREM, UTAH, 
U.S.A. 84057 

PH. #1-801·224·7233, 
1·800·821·5216 . 

METAL 
FINISHING PRODUCTS 

Buffers, Bait Grinders, Band 
Saws, Buffs, Compounds, Abrasive 

Baits, Mlcarta, Exotic Woods, Books, 
Blades, Rivets, Pinning Materials, Bar 
Stock, K & G Bluing Salts, and new 
Turkish Damascus. 

P.O. Box 13522 
Arlington, TX 76013 
Phone 817 /274-1282 

KNIFE & GUN 
FINISHING SUPPLIES 

Hercules. 
Specialists in 
smokeless powders 
for the Reloader. 
Hercules. The leader in reloading 
powders for more than sixty years. 
Red Dot® Bullseye-!l Herco® 
Green Dot® Unique® Reloder 7® 
Blue Dot® Hercules 2400® 

Each is special, and each delivers 
high energy, fast, clean burn, shot-to
shot consistency, and economy. 
Anticorrosive, too, for gun protection. 

You do a special job when you re
load. Be sure your powder comes 
from the specialist. And be sure to 
pick up a Hercules Reloaders' Guide 
FREE at your dealer's. 

Hercules Incorporated, Marketing 
Division, Wilmington, DE 19899. 

"•' fR HERCULES 
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Attention! 
COM:SAT 

SHOOTERS 
A COMPENSATOR FOR 

YOUR At.rrQ•• BUILT AND 
PROFESSIONALLY F1T 

TO YOUR GUN FOR 
UNDER$200 

WHAT WILL MY SS COMP DO FOR YOU?? 

1. Reduce Muzzle Jump 
2. Lessen Recoil 
3. Increase Accuracy 
4. Increase Sight Radius 

HOW CAN I DO IT so ·INEXPENSIVELY?? 

My design allows me to machine the SS Comp 
in large numbers leaving only critical areas to 
be fit - so I'm spending shop time fitting and 
finishing on your gun. Each SS COmp is 
machined entirely from a solid piece of 4140 
Chrome Moly steel (we use no castings). It is 
attached with a special high strength silver 
solder (we have never had an SS Comp come 
off in testing or in the field). We then 
painstakingly handfit each SS Comp to the gun 
it goes on. Then we blue the SS Comp and 
your slide together so they will match. Finally 
we go to the range and test each gun to assure 
that it functions reliably. 

GUARANTEE 
Try the SS Comp - if it doesn't do what we say 
it will do, just send your gun back. We'll not 
ony give your money back, but will replace 
your old barrel with a brand new Colt barrel -
(My design allows you to switch back and forth 
at will). You can't lose. 

To try the SS Comp send your gun to us by UPS 
along with $195.00 ($4.50 postage & insurance) 
for a total of $199.50 - or if you have any 
questions please feel free to call the number 
below. 

Remember we also do nearly all other 
modifications for your handgun (sights, metal 
checkering, hard chroming, etc.). For our free 
brochure send us a request at the address 
below. 

SHOOT I ST 
SUPPLY 

6225th 
Belle Fourche, SD 57717 

C.O.D.'s Welcome 
or call your Visa and Mastercharge 

orders to 
[605) 892-2822 

grain, 2400 fps/165 grain, 2350 fps/180 grain 
and around 2300 with a 200 grain. 

In the 308, 150-165 grain bullets give the 
best overall performance for varmints and 
medium game including whitetail and mule 
deer. Check the tables in the Sierra manual 
for a good comparison of downrange bal
listics with various weight bullets remember
ing with proper bullet selection, the medium 
weight bullets give the best game perfor
mance. As soon as I can get to a little more 
testing and photography, I'll tell you about a 
simple system you can use yourself to run 
simple, accurate bullet tests at any range. 

Aside from being a little awkward to use I 
can't find anything wrong with the 
Dominator. I have no hesitancy in ...... 
recommending the Dominator. ~ 

AUTO SCALE 
Co11ti1111ed from paKr ./8 

about 18 seconds while the machine trickles 
out a 20-grain charge. Metering times, gran
ule-types, and charge-weight combinations 
are infinite. 

Dispensing charges with the Autoscale is 
not what you'd call fast , at least not compared 
to flipping the arm on an ordinary powder 
measure. It is, however, remarkably fast if 
you figure how long it takes you to drop a 
charge and weigh it on a separate scale. 

The accuracy uf the Autoscale was ver
ified with a set of standard weights, ranging 

Co11ti1111ed 011 pa!{e 60 

#1245 

California 
Challenger 
Many new products 
for practical pistol 
shooters and law 
enforcement. Send 
$1.00 for current 
catalog. 

Pat. Pend ......-

~ VISA or MasterCharge Accepted. 
ti ~ Davis Leather Company 
I 3930 Valley Blvd. Unit F 
.& 1. Walnut , CA 91789 (714) 598-5620 

CASE·GARD® 
~"~~ Mag-100 Handgun 
~~~::..... Ammo Box 

• by rni:rn 
Mag· 100 was designed 

for the handgunner who plans 
to spend a lot of time at the range. Each box 

holds 100 rounds in dust and moisture resistant security. 
Mag-100 is protected by MTM 's 3 year guarantee. 

P-100·3 .38 Special and .357 Mag ~ 
P· 100-4 45 Auto .. 41 Mag and .44 Mag $379 

P-100·9 9mm Luger 
For complete information see your MTM Dealer, or 

send $1.00 for our Full Color Catalog. 

m
-mMTM Molded Products Company 

I I. I P.O. Box 14117 • Dayton, Ohio 45414 
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REDI-SET TARGETS 
Introduces 

the Combat 
Silhouette 

in IPSC-type and 
PPC Resetting 

Targets. 
PAT. PEN~NG 

In the truest 
tradition of the 
Redi-Set"' 
Company, we 
offer the only 
complete target 
with acting and 
resetting mech
anisms. This IPSC 811 

unique concept center plate 
allows you to shoot the 
head and the head falls 
back. Shoot the center 
plate and the head resets 
automatically. Made of 
rugged T-1 armor plate. 

The head and 
body are 
painted in 
black with a 
center of 
yellow. This 
target is 26" 
tall. Available 
only at Redi
Set"'. Virtually 
no one is faster 

PPC lOX than our 
ring plate targets! 

Introductory Price 
PPC $125.00 IPSC $145.00 

Shipping Information 
Shipped via UPS 
Target (35 lbs) $15.00 

Name 
Address 
City 
State 

IPSC 
Zip 

PPC 
Amount enclosed 
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A little peace of mind 
from Beretta. 

Peace of mind. When you 've got it, you 've 
got everything . And Beretta's lightweight, 
palm-sized semi-automatic handguns are 
pure peace of mind in a sleek, safe, compact 
package. 

Built for accuracy. Dependability. Safety. 
Because they're built by Beretta. Backed by 
450 years of experience and craftsmanship. 

And priced for 
your budget. 

When your se
curity is at stake 

there 's no sub
stitute for the 
best. Beretta 

compact hand-
, : guns offer 
"foll exclusive 

features , like • 
the open slide 
design, you 
only expect 
to find in 

Beretta's larger 
caliber pistols. 

The Model 21 Double 
Action semi-automatic features 

straight blow-back action, external 
thumb safety and tip-up barrel. Engraved EL 
version available. 

The model 950 series is an easy-to-handle 
8 ounces available in single action; semi
automatic .25 ACP and .22 short. And like the 
Model 21 , the 950 handguns features safe, 
convenient tip up barrels for direct chamber 
loading without manually working slide. 

For a 
slightly 
bigger 
pistol try 
the feel 
of the 
Model 84 .380 auto. 
Provides double action 
dependabi lity with a 13 
round staggered magazine. 

MODEL84 
380ACP 

This is the kind of dependable firepower police 
and military personnel specify 
for protection. 

These are just 
three of a broad 
line of Beretta 
handguns that 
include the 
new 92 F 
9mm double 
action semi
automatic with 
a 15 round 

magazine selected as the offi
cial sidearm of the U.S. military. 

For pure peace of mind nothing matches the 
safety and dependability of Beretta. Nothing. 
For more information call 
Beretta U .SA or see 
your nearest dealer. 

Beretta U.S.A. 



ROSS SEYFRIED, 

AFRICAN 
PROFESSIONAL 
HUNTER 

Tempered in the fire of 
competition, the 1981 
IPSC World Champion 
now leads safaris into the 
heat of darkest Africa. 
Interview by John Toppenberg 

AH: Ross, very early in your life a profes
sional hunter had a profound influence on 
you. What was that? 
RS: An African hunter named Bill Hays 
pretty well warped my mind. A pair of (ele
pl:i.ant) tusks were over his desk, which in my 
mind now were at least 140 pounds to the 
side. His stories of chasing elephants had a 
lasting influence on me. 
AH: What was your first experience with 
firearms? 
RS: I started with a .410 at age five or six and 
graduated up to a Magnum 10 gauge when I 
was 12. 
AH: What age were you when you took up 
the rifle? 
RS: About 12 when I started to hunt deer and 
antelope, and 14 when I first hunted elk. 
AH: What about the handgun? 
RS: I started with a 6Y2-inch barrel, Smith, 
. 357 Magnum. I shot it for about a month and 
I thought I needed a bigger gun so I got a .44 
Magnum, which was terribly destructive to 
my shooting. It's a wonder I ever learned to 
shoot. 
AH: We understand that you are now divid
ing your time between your home in Colo
rado and hunting in Africa. What sort of 
division does that involve? 
RS: Some work and some play. I am working 
as a professional hunter in Zambia now in a 
safari operation. By the nature of the clin1ate 
we hunt June to October. I try to spend most 
of those months there now. It is something I 
love more than anything. 
AH: What sort of guns do you recommend 
for the handgunner headed for Africa? 
RS: The .44 Magnum is an absolute mini
mum. With that, use the heaviest bullets you 
can safely put in it. They should be cast very 
hard. Forget all about expanding bullets 
before you leave home. Penetration with a 
big diameter hole is what is needed. I have 
been deeply involved with the technology of 
developing the .45 bore-which beats the .44 
by vast margins. We are now working with 

bullets in the 350 grain realm with velocities 
of 1,500 fps from barrels under seven-inches. 
Beyond these guns are the single-shots utiliz
ing such things as the 45-70 with 500 grain 
bullets. These give up the notion of the hand
gun as far as portability and follow-up shots. 
Repeat shots with dangerous game are 
especially important. With this in mind, 
some hunters may want to avoid the big sin
gle-shots - unless they want to compromise 
between rifle and actual handgun hunting. 
With the handgun, the essence of it is not 
what we kill, but how we hunt. The thrill of 
getting very close with stalking skills 
becomes the priority. 
AH: With the specialized needs of the hand
gun hunter, what time of year do you recom
mend they go to Zambia? 
RS: The hunting conditions reach their peak 
in the July-October period when water is low 
and game concentrates. 
AH: Any recommendations for those of us 
who would like to visit Africa with both hand
gun and rifle ? 
RS: I think that's the ideal way to do it. You 
can take the plains game like impala, har
tebeest, zebra and warthog with a handgun 
and reserve the heavier stuff for your rifle. 
AH: Could tell us if reports of your taking a 
Cape buffalo with a handgun are accurate? 
RS: I did have an opportunity this last season 
to do something that I personally equate with 
winning the World Championship. (Editor's 
note: Ross won the IPSC World Champion
ship in South Africa in 1981.) That was to take 
on a bull Cape buffalo in the thicket with a 
true handgun and without use of a back-up 
rifle. I used a specially made .45 revolver 
customized by John Linebaugh. The tail is on 
the wall here as we do this interview. I con
sider it one of the great accomplishments of 
my life. . 
AH: For those interested in a safari with you, 
where should they write? 
RS: Ross Seyfried, Box 38, 
Roggen, Colorado, 80652. 
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UCCESS 

HASN'T 
SPOILED 
us. 
We're still available to answer all of 
your reloading questions personally. 
In fact, when you call, you'll probably 
be speaking directly to a member of 
the Hodgdon family. It's the way we 
>;tarted doing business 
almost 40 years ago. 
And through the 
years we've con
tinued to build a 
reputation on our 
knowledge and ex
pertise of powder 
for hunting, com
petition or just 
shootin' .. When 
you've got a ques-

-H4198 

tion and want the right answers, just 
call us at (913) 362-9455. For ballistics 
information call (913) 631-3851. We 
still make it a practice to talk to 
customer& ~ 

BDDIDDN PDIDll 
The favorite of handloaders since 1946. 

NEW! ... Hodgdon Collectibles 
Select the Hodgdon English Ironstone Cof
fee Cup, the practical Shootin' Cav ur the 
comfortable open collar knit ~hirt Order 
yours today. 
_ Hodgdon English Ironstone 

Coffee Cup ($5.95 or 2 for $10) 

_ Red Knit Shirt with 
pocket emblem ($19.95) 
D Small D Med. D Lg. D X-Lg. 

_ Hodgdon Shootin' Cap ($4.95) 

Name ------------

Address -----------

City, State, Zip ---------

Tutal Amt. Remitted--------

Send check or money order to: Dept. AH07 
Hodgdon Collectibles, P.O. Box Zfi3Z, 
Mission, KS 66201. 
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TEMPTING 
SELECTION by AMT 

Co11ti1111ed from page 57 
from half a grain to 120 grains. The device is 
without perceptible error, according to the 
comparisons I have made, not only with stan
dard weights, but also by weighing metered 
charges on two other scales, each of which 
has been carefully calibrated. 

AMT's original idea in developing the 
Autoscale was that it would be a boon to 
precision-loading rifle charges and heavy 
pistol loads. It is, however, equally well 
suited to dispensing light loads. I have, for 
example, used the Autoscale to meter 
charges of 1.5 grains of Super Balistite (a 
superfine shotgun flake-type powder from 
Italy) to concoct plinking loads for the .25 
Auto. Also, if you're setting out to load a box 
or two of low-charge pistol ammo, it is con
venient to remove the Autoscale's hopper 
tube and simply pour powder into the cham
ber. It'll hold quite a bit and the tube cap will 
work as a cover. 

It's possible to weigh as much as 510 grains 
on the Autoscale, as might be necessary in 
checking bullet weights, which makes it 
useful as a simple scale. Adding to the 
device's versatility is a Slow- Fast adjust
ment. With it you can control the length of 
time the slow-feed tube turns. 

Despite the numerous advantages of using 
the Autoscale, I was not completely at ease 
with having to turn the thing upside down in 
order to empty the powder chamber. It 
would, in my opinion, be handier (and some
what neater) to empty powder by removing a 

Continued 011 page 62 

High Quality- Reliable Pisto ls 
Basic to Full House Competition 

Member American Pis to/smiths Guild 

Richard Heinie - Pistolsmith 
821 E. Adams 

Havana, IL 62644 
Please send $1.00 for Brochure 

and Accessory Catalog. 
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COLT 
"LIN& RIFLE" 

Tu&ET 
l'tSTIIL 

Extra long target barrel and 
he-man gnps combme to give 
unusual accuracy The realistic 
cyhnder reloads quickly with 
10 pellets 

MA&NUM .44 
MIDEL-111 
This model handgun 
!ires pellets as 
fast as you can 
pull the trigger 
Load all 50 pellets 
and hre away 

THE WALTHER P38 
This WWII German classic 1s a full
s1zed accurate replica olthe real 
WWII German Army workhorse 
Comes with 8·shot magazme 

IN&RAM M-11 
SEMI-AUTOMATIC 
The first choice of 
Special Forces S WA T 
Teams and Pot1ce Wrth 
this realistic action 
model you can fire the 
pellets as fast as you can 
pull the trn;iger 

i GUARANTEED DISTRIBUTORS, Dept. 499AG72 
'ountyRoad687, Harttord, Michlgan49057 ••••••••••••••••••••, 

YES, please rush me the 22 cal pellet-firing target O ~~~~1~~T~~~b1f 
weapon(s) I've checked below Also include my FREE targets ·" TARGET MAGNUM 
and 50 reuseable pellets with each weapon I m enclosing REVOLVER 
S4 95 plus 95C for postage and handling for each target SNUB-NOSED REVOLVER 
weapon I'm ordering If I'm not completely satrsfred you 'll __, WALTHER 38 
refund my money nght away J LUGER 

Name 

Address 

Ctty State Zip 

S Total 
enclosed 

NOT SOLD IN NEW YORK CITY. 
NO PERMIT REQUIRED. MICHIGAN 
STATE RESIDENTS ADD SALES TAX 

, 1 "COMPETITION CLASSIC 
SEMI-AUTOMATIC TARGET 

J LUGER-07 SEMI-AUTOMATIC 

, 1 INGRAM M-11 
SEMI -AUTOMATIC 

' MAGNUM 160 
SEMI -AUTOMATIC 

~ COLT LONG RIFLE 
SEMI -AUTOMATIC 

LASER SEMl·AUTOMATIC 

------------------------------------

W&ER-07 
SEMI
AUTOMATIC 
Machine pistol 
version ol the 
Germanctass1c 
Comes wth 7· 
shol magazme 

THE LU&ER 
Full sized . accurate reproduction 
ol Germany s legendary combat 
weapon Comes with 8-shot 
magazine 

Rapid hring 
model of the 
weapon ol the 
luture Comes 
w1th 8-shot 
magazmeand 
detachable 
telescope 
styles1ght 

Each of these 22 cal pellet lmng target weapons looks and feels hke the real lhmg Each comes with targets and 50 reusable 
pellets No permit 1s requtre<l 

Purchase pnce promptly refundeCI 11 you are 001 comp etety sat.sf1eCI Just S4 95 each plus 95C each tor postage anCI hand ltng 
M1ch1gan State residents add sales tax 

GUARANTEED DISTRIBUTORS, Dept. 499AG72, Counly Road 687, Hartford, Michigan 49057 
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CALL TOLL FREE 

1-800-GET GRIP 
For FREE brochure, information and the location of your 
nearest Hogue dealer. Models to fit all popular revolvers 
and automatics starting at $12.95. 

HOGUE GRIPS ORIGINATORANDMAKER 
OF THE MONOGRIP • 

HOGUE HAS THEM ALL ... 

FANCY HARDWOODS •ORIGINAL NYLON 
SOON SOFT RUBBER 

If unavailable at a dealer close by, order direct. 

Exclusive with 
Lee Carbide Dies! 

PoWDERTHROUGH 
EXPANDING DIE 

CHARGE YOUR CASES while 
expanding the case mouth. Do 
it automatically with the 
Lee Auto-Disk Powder Measure. 
No other brand of dies offers 
this exclusive feature. 

LEE CARBIDE DIES are now contour ground to size the case closer to the 
head than any other brand for easy chambering in any gun. They don't 
leave the objectionable belt mark 
common to ordinary carbide dies. 
Dies for tapered cases have a long 
carbide insert just like so-called 
commercial dies. This insures your 
cases will be sized to original 
dimensions without that "coke 
bottle" look. 

Only Lee Dies include a shell 
holder. Other manufacturers 
charge over SG.00 for the shell 
holder alone. Every Lee Die Set 
has an individual instruction 
sheet with load data and powder 
dipper. And it's all packed in the 
best storage box ever designed. 
You would expect to pay much 
more for these premium dies, yet 
they cost less than other 
manufacturers charge for plain 
steel dies. Only 3398 

N§ll ~ 

~ llELOAPlll& ~ 
DIES 

Special 

LEE CARBIDE DIES ARE AVAILABLE IN THESE SIZES 

• 30M1 Carbine• • 38Super • 38 Special • 44 Speoal 
• 32 ACP • (38ACP) • 357 Magnum • 44 Magnum 
• 3 2 SBMJ Long • 380Auto • 357 Maximum • 45 ACP 
• ( 32 H&R Mag) • 9mmluger • 41 Magnum • 45 Colt (Long) 

·~ IOEXTRAlor 30Ml 

·--t For more information on Lee Carbide Dies 
and the complete line of Lee products, 

send $1. 00 for your new 16-page catalog 
jammed full of reloading bargains! 

LEE PRECISION, INC. DEPT 216 4275 HWY U HARTFORD WISCONSIN 53027 

Co111i1111ed from page 60 
cap or plug at the bottom of the chamber. 
With such an arrangement, it would be possi
ble to hold the Autoscale right-side up while 
returning powder to its canister. 

Evidently it's all right to upend the Auto
scale, provided you remove the balance 
beam, and provided you're careful. Stray 
deposits of powder will tend to remain in the 
feed tubes as well as in the chamber. These 
residues must be removed in order to avoid 
having them mix with other types of powder. 
You'll find a small brush handy for this little 
clean-up operation, but it's a bit awkward 
with everything upside down. 

Whether or not the Autoscale is ever avail
able with a provision for emptying from its 
bottomside, it will continue to stand solidly as 
a practical adjunct to almost any complement 
of reloading tools. As noted earlier, it com
bines the functions of measuring, trickling, 
and weighing powder charges into a single 
pushbutton operation, and does ~ 
so with remarkable accuracy. ~ 

HANDGUN HUNTERS 
INTERNATIONAL 

Handgun Hunters International is an 
organization of handgun hunters offering 
numerous membership benefits. 

For annual membership dues of $20 you 
receive The Sixgunner magazine (bi
monthly), a publication chock-full of perti
nent information-guns, loads, hunting tips. 
Also, you are eligible for perhaps the best 
benefit of HHI , specially priced, specially 
organized hunts all over the world. 

Send a check or money order for $20 to: 
Handgun Hunters International 

P.O. Box 357 MAG 
Bloomingdale, OH 43910. 

AYOOB FILES 
Con1i1111ed from page 43 

in their holsters, and might well have been 
slaughtered when the robbers moved first 
and rushed toward them, firing. 

CASE D. The officer, off-duty, is seated 
on the subway at night when he is approached 
by two suspicious men. Though not one of 
my graduates, he follows my articles and has 
taken to heart one that urged carrying a 
snubby in a side pocket. His Colt Detective 
Special .38 is there now, his duty 411 S&W 
model 10 in a shoulder holster under his 
heavy coat. Warily, he slips his right hand 
into his coat pocket and onto the butt of the 
two-inch Colt. 

pt\li(•l~f.1«•1f1~1ii:ll~S1H:l•I•JW 

------------~ ~Learn the PROPER way to tune a 45 auto for~ 
'-lull reliability under Combat & Competition. '
lvou will be taught by Bill Laughridge of Cylinder & I 
•

Slide in an INTENSIVE 1 week hands-on course. YOU~ 

l
will perform all modifications under the guidance of 

1
,, 

Mr. Laughridge. Cou rse will consist of modification 

l
and installation of most practical combat acces- ~ 
sanes to your 45. '-: 

~For complete course information , send~ 
=$2.00 for brochure. = 
,, CYLINDER & SLIDE, INC. '-I P.O. Box 937 I 
~ Fremont , NE 68025 ~ 

~ (402) 721-4277 ~ ,.,, ____________ ,,. 
AMERICAN HANDGUNNER •JULY/AUGUST 1986 



Suddenly, one of the strangers puts a Ster
ling .25 caliber automatic to his head and 
snarls, "Give it up, Motherf---er," as his part
ner draws a knife. The officer, in a single 
surge of movement, slaps the gun aside and 
draws the Colt in a smooth stroke that 
finishes with a shot. The Remington 158-
grain semiwadcutter bullet strikes the sus
pect in the forehead. He collapses, dead 
before he hits the floor, and the knifeman 
flees. He will be captured later. 

The death of the mugger is not the triumph 
of a finely made .38 Special over a low
priced, small caliber auto pistol. It is the 
triumph of a man who was aware enough to 
see danger coming, who had a plan, who 
cared enough about his survival to follow the 
technical journals and take their advice to 
heart, and who had the courage to act swiftly 
and decisively in a moment of terrible 
danger. 

CASE E. The client is a 63-year-old 
woman crippled by arthritis, and separated 
from her spouse, who is 45-years-old, 6 feet 
3, and weighs 245 pounds. She is the victim 
of a spiralling case of wife abuse, which 
resulted recently in his attempting to strangle 
her to death with a telephone cord and suc
ceeding only in choking her unconscious. As 
police dragged him away from that scene, he 
had yelled to her in the officers' presence, ''I'll 
kill you for this!" 
, Out on bond, he returns, apparently to 

make good his promise. As he stands on the 
steps looking through the screen door, she 
draws the RG model 14 .22 LR revolver she 

# 1AT·R 

MILT SPABXS 
BOX 187, DEPT. AH 

* IDAHO CITY, IDAHO 83631 * 
(208) 392-6695 

HANDCRAFTED HOLSTERS 
AND BELTS FOR SERIOUS . 
HANDGUNNERS, 
FEATURING PRACTICAL 
DESIGNS FOR 
COMPETITION AND 
CONCEALMENT. 

SEND $2.00 FOR OUR 
BROCHURE. 

ORMAN CE 
AND VALUE 

The Auto-Ordnance 
191 IAI Is the competition proven pistol you 

want to own at the price you want to pay. This 
superior plstol ls hand-assembled by U.S. craftsmen 

and finished In a deep rich blue. All parts 
are Interchangeable with the orig lnal 1911. 

• 1st Place - South Texas Steel Shoot-Out 

• 3rd Place - 1985 Steel Challenge 

•3rd Place - Canadian l.P.S.C. Nationals 

See your 
local dealer. 
or send $2.00 
for full color catalog. 

Auto-Ordnance Corporation ~ 
Box AH7, West Hurley, N.Y. 12491 (914) 679-7225 ~ 
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BBLl&TRI! 
RELY! Is what the U.S. shooter has 
come to expect from RWS - for im
proving accuracy and technical pro
gress in Rimfire Manufacturing. 

.22 Short R 25 - Minimal recoil, con
sistency and accuracy is the choice of 
medal winners participating in Rapid
Fire-Pistol events . 

.22 R 50 - The ultimate Match Car
tridge for serious competition shooters, 
used by World Record holders and 
Olympic Gold Medalists . 

. 22 L.R. Rifle Match - Advantageously 
priced for top-level practice and limited 
match shooting . 

. 22 L.R. Pistol Match - Soft recoil 
shooting for practice and match . 

. 22 L.R. Biathlon - Functions consis
tently at abnormally low temperatures . 

. 22 L.R. Target - Versatile! Used for 
training, competition shooting, and 
hunting. 

TRY! One of our NEW RWS Rimfire 
Match/Hunting Cartridges . 
. 22 L.R. HV Hollow Point - Test for tight 

groups against other brands. Consis
tently accurate/effective on vermin and 
game . 

. 22 Short Standard - Suits all short .22 
rifles for single shot function and 
automatics . 

.22 L.R. Subsonic - A hunting cartridge 
for use in rifles fitted with sound 
moderators. 

.22 L.R. R 100 Silhouette - For Match 
Level Competition . 

. 22 Long - Loaded with a low powder 
charge, suitable for indoor and limited 
range shooting. 
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O:E ~:O~ , 
RESETS 

TARGETS 

$59.95 
.22 RIM FIRE, SHORTS -LONG RIFLE 

15" x20 '', 171bs, TARGET SIZE 13/.i " 
QWIKSET IS PATENTED AND DESIGN PROTECTED 

Big Bore Coming Soon! 
Motsey's Enterprises 

• 

Department A 
15600 Morro Rd. 

Atascadero, CA 93422 
1-805-466-645 7 

Extended Magaz ine Re
lease Assembly for Colt .45 
type Autos. Replaces exist
ing release. No drilling and 
tapping . Available as a com
plete unit for $19 .95 or just 
the enlarged button and 
screw for $9 .95 . Enlarged 
butt on & screw comes in 
blue or stainless . Replace· 
ment catch comes in blue. 
Nitex $4 .00 extra. 

DEALER 
INQUIRIES INVITED 

81anch1 B-9 Belt or G. Oav1s # 11 4 Belt 26.00 
G. Davis Holster CA. Challenger Low Cut # 12450-LC 69.00 
G Davis Holster Calllorma Challenger # 12450 69.00 
G. Davis Holster Usher Low Cut #10450 . 74.00 
G Davis Holsler Phoenix Special# 11450 74.00 
G Davis Double 45 Mag Pouch 23.00 Single 14.00 
Blocker Holsters: Matchmaster . 69.95 

(X-Draw / Strong side / 5" or 6" Bbl) (Basketweave add 10.00) 
Blocker Double 45 Mag Pouch Slant or Straight . 28 95 
Blocker Belt 28.95 
Blocker Belt or Double Mag Pouches in Basketweave 35.95 
Roge<s/ Plaxco 'vVorld Speed Holster (5" 16" Bbl) 48 00 
Rogers Hackathorn Combat / Revolver / Compensator Model 48 00 
Wilson Shok-BuH Kit (Gov'! or Commander} 5.50 
Wilson Shok-Buff Washe<s 1 .00 
W1tson Extended E1ec1or 18.95 
Wilson Commander Hamme< 18.95 
Wilson Trigger 14.95 
Wilson Beaver1a1t Grip Safety (Blue or Stainless) . 18 .95 
Wilson Rogers or Pachmayr Competition .45 Magazine 21.00 
Wilson #61 Deluxe Sight . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... 34.00 
Pro Shot ... . ......... 185.00 Pro Timer II . 265.00 
Wilson LE-K Compensator Unit . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 250.00 

~~~~~~~ ~dv:;J'.~~o~~PM~;!~Ti lo'. .45 A.~•o . • . . •••••••• ~~ . &l 
King Drop-in ~ide Grip Safety (blue/stainless) . . . . . 25.00 
King Extended Combat Safety (blue/stainless) . . . 18.50 
Swenson Ambidextrous Saletv for .45 . . . . . . . . .. 42.50 
Extended Replacement Pads for Wilson Mags . 1. 75 
Ernie Hil1 Speed Leather in stock . . Call 
"Shoot to Win" by John Shaw ....... 11 .95 
"Life Without Fear" by Mickey Fowler & Mike Dalton . . . 9.95 
Magazine Slam Pads: Black checkered neoprene . . 1.00 
Quickloader Magazine Well . . 6.00 
John Shaw's Magazine Pad . . ........... 1.75 

ALL ITEMS I~ STOCK' 

MASTERCARD / VISA ORDER S ACCEPTEOI 
Grve' number & EKp1r1t1on Date 

Phone orders Mon -Fri 4-10 PM EST 
Jim 716-612.,.218 Mike 716-627-3762 
ADO $1.()() per order for postage 

NYS Residents add 7% Siles Tu 
Send lor FREE CATALOGUE 

COrv'BATC "IEA 
Df>IJI AHGAd ,;i 1 9510A1 60 F•edor1.i NYH063 

has bought for protection and explains that 
she knows what he's going to do, and that ifhe 
comes through the door, she'll have no choice 
but to shoot. 

Perhaps he has abused her successfully too 
many times to believe her. We'll never know. 
He breaks through the locked screen door 
and is met by three shots, all of which con
nect. He turns, runs perhaps 20 feet , and 
collapses. He dies at the scene, one bullet 
having pierced ms heart. 

Her weapon was a cheap .22; ms was ms 
size, weight, and known savagery, what the 
court calls disparity of force. Again, it is not 
so much a case of a small gun beating a large 
mass of muscle, as it is a case of a man so 
intoxicated with ms many brutal assaults (he 
claimed to have murdered a man in the Mid
west and gotten away with it) that he failed to 
appreciate the deadly weapon that was 
poised to strike him if he continued his 
vicious assault. 

The woman was not a gunfighter; this was 
the second occasion in her life that she had 
fired a handgun. But she was aware of the 
deadly danger she faced at the hands of her 
brutal tormentor, was prepared to go to the 
gravest extreme to keep from being ms sec
ond murder victim, and instinctively knew 
without training that tactics demanded she 
fire before he got ms hands on her throat. 
While she had no skill with handguns, she 
was cool enough to hit with all three shots at a 
range of 8 feet (100 % ruts, compared with the 
national average of 25 % hits for trained 
police in gunfights) . And she survived. 

Looking at these survivals of violent 

SLIDE HELD OPEN 
AFTER FIRING 
LAST CARTRIDGE 

MODEL 383 DA . 
• .380 SEMI-AUTOMATIC 
•MAGAZINE CAPACITY 7 
• 3Y2 INCH BARREL 

MODEL 113 DA 

(BERSA) 
• .22 LR SEMI-AUTOMATIC 
•MAGAZINE CAPACITY 10 
• 3% INCH BARREL 

MODEL 224 DA 
"NEW BERSA DOUBLE 
AOION DOUBLES 
YOUR RESPONSE" 

• .22 LR SEMI-AUTOMATIC 
•MAGAZINE CAPACITY 10 
• 4 INCH BARREL 

MODEL 226 DA 
e .22 LR SEMI-AUTOMATIC 

(BERSA) P.O. BOX 1327 
DAYTON, OHIO 45401 

• MAGAZINE CAPACITY 10 
• 6 INCH BARREL 
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encounters, one might get the impression that 
the deadlier weapon won each time . .45 Auto 
Beats .32 Auto! But that is a superficial view. 

In every case, awareness and preparation 
kept these people alive in the face of lethal 
assault. In some cases, superior skill was 
clearly a factor in survival. 

In each of the survivals, superior weapon
ry was a factor but, in each of them, that 
superior weaponry was the ~ 
least of the deciding factors. ~ 

CROSSFIRE PRO 
Co11ti1111ed from pa[;r ./6 

virtue of imparting more foot-pounds of 
energy into the target. 

Detractors of magnums claim the extra 
power of magnums is unnecessary. Overkill, 
claim the recoil-shy. Such an assertion is 
semantic and ballistic nonsense. The word 
"overkill" is not a word, and therefore with
out meaning. Webster's International Dic
tionary (unabridged) does not contain 
"overkill." Semantic mumbo jumbo bor
rowed from the anti-nuclear pacifists. In the 
world of ballistics there is no such thing as 
"overkill" -shoot a deer with a .44 Magnum 
(in the right spot) and the deer is dead. 
Period. Shoot the same deer with a .600 
Nitro Express and the deer is dead. Period. 
There are no degrees of death - you can't be 
"a little dead" or "very dead." 

How do magnums shoot? We've seen why 
magnums are ballistically better, and now we 
turn to how they are better for the average 

DRESS FOR 
PEACE 
WHEN 
YOU 'RE 

ARMED FOR 
TROUBLE 

THE ULTIMATE 3-PIECE CONCEALMENT 
RIG: IWB HOLSTER, MAG-CASE and 11/ • " 

BELT. Available for: Colt .45, Commander, 
Officers Model, Hf-Power, S&W 39, 59, 
469, Walther PS, PP, PPK, BRNO CZ75, 
H&K P7, P7M8, P7Ml3, P9S, SIG-Sauer 220, 
225, 226, Beretta 9258, 92SBF and 
compacts, Bren Ten. 
Prices: Tan S58.00, Black S67.00 
Please add 10% for Airmail & Handling. 
When ordering. state make and model of 
weapon. calibre, waist size for belt. 
Send S2.00 for full colour catalogue. 

SPnd nwck MO to 

HORSESHOE LEATHER 
PRODUCTS 
The Cottage, Sharow. 

RIPON HG4 SBP, England 
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WE-MEAN BUSINESS 
/ TANARMI ~A90 Pistol Suggested Retail $299 . 9~ 

I ow is the time to show the world you 
arc proud of your patriotic service to I your country. Your years invested are 

worthy of the recognition that these hand-

1 somely detai led buck les will provide you. De
signed by a Vietnam Veteran to proudly com
memorate your commitment to America. I Each buckle is hand brushed to a high lustre 
bronze finish to accen tuate the finely 

I sculptured detail. Ideal for your own belt, a 
gift, or as sets for different campaigns with in 

I 
the same family. Buckles accommodate either 
11/," or 1 %" belt widths. 

_1!l 

DISTINCTIVE CONCEPTS INC. 
P.O. BOX 2075 • ATTLEBORO, MA 02703 

__ WWII __ KOREAN __ VIETNAM 
__ U.S.A.VET x $9.95 = SUBTOTAL - - 
Postage & Handling Charges 

(1-2Pcs.-1 .00,3-4Pcs.-2.00,Sormore-3.00) TOTAL __ _ 

0 Payment Enclosed 0Visa 0 Mastercharge 

CARD 
NUMBER-- ----- EXP. DATE ----

NAME ____ _________ _ 

ADDRESS-------------

L 
For f~ster s_ervice, call 1-800-237-8400 exten~ion #270 CITY STATE _ ZIP :._j 
(Florida residents call 1-800-282-1469 extenS1on #270) Mass. Residents add S% Sales Tax Allows- 6 weeks delivery -----------------
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Championship Proven 
Precision Gun Finish 

-
THE METALOY 

HARD CHROME FINISH 
-Phenomenal molecular bond, will 

not chip or peel 
-Extremely hard satin finish 

(R/C 70) 
-Super lubricity 
-Excellent protection against rust 
-All internal and external parts 

processed 

METALOY INDUSTRIES, INC. 

PROMPT SERVICE 

Route 3, Box 211-DM 
P.O. Box 578 

Berryville, Ark. 72616 
Ph. 501 -545-3611 Dealer & Law Enforcement Inquire 

The Chapman Academy of Practical Shooting offers 
the latest and best training in tactics and techniques 
for defensive, practical shooting. 

Training courses are available for handgun, shotgun 
and special weapons. Beginners, law enforcement 
personnel, military personnel and world-class 
competitive shooters have attended and benefited 
from Ray Chapman's expertise and personalized 
instruction . 

For information about the best training available write : 

Chapman Academy 
Hallsville, MO 65255 

(314) 696-5544 

OUADRA-LDK tm FOR YOUR .45 
DROP-IN COMPETITION BARREL SYSTEMS 

1 Guaranteed Zero-Clearance Lock-Up 1 Installs in Seconds
-NO Fitting 1 Will NOT Shoot Loose 

1 Match Grade S.S. Bull Brls. 
1 Buffered Captive Recoil 

~~.....,~.;;:.::::::f System 1 Ported & 
' Compensated Versions 

s139 95* 

*Std. Kit Price 

( + $3 .50 S&H) 
( + $1 .90 COD) 

C€ntaUR SySt€ffiS, lnC. Brochure$1.00--Dealer Pricing Available 
Suite 114/15127 NE 24th/Redmond , WA 98052-5530 Phone: (206) 392-8472 

Custom . 22 autos of the 
highest quality and 
exacting tolerances for 
competition , target and 
hunting. P.P.C., 
Bullseye, Silhouete and 
Hunting conversions on 
big bores. In house 
bluing and plating. 
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Send $1.00 for 
brochure to: 

Toms Gun Bluing Shop 
Volquartsen Custom Pistols 
RR 1 Box 271 
Carroll, la 51401 

handgunner enjoying an afternoon of plink
ing. Magnums are more fun to shoot 
because, quite simply, they are magnums. It's 
thrilling to watch a tin can explode into action 
as a 240 grain .44 Magnum bullet blasts it 
skyward (as opposed to a feeble bounce from 
a Special). It's invigorating to blow up water 
filled milk jugs or disintegrate melons. The 
sensation is of awesome power in your hands, 
yours to control, yours to command. (If 
Americans don't relish potential power then 
we cannot explain the sales of Porches and 
Corvettes in the land of 55.) Simply holding a 
magnum and savoring its brute force is plea
sure; to go ahead and shoot the magnum and 
experience its power is exquisite. 

And everything about a magnum bespeaks 
power. Power and glory. From the stunning 
muzzle blast to the satisfying thump of recoil, 

GRIP 
BE TT ER SHOOTING ........ . 
with thi s improved 
cast Aluminum Grip 
ADAPTOR. For Co lt. 
S & W a nd Ruger D.A. 
Revolvers . DURABLE, PRAC. 
TICAL- EASY TO INSTALL. 
THREE ATTRACTIVE FINISH COLORS. 
POLISHED or BLACK $6.00; GOLD $6.50 

TYLER'S TRIGGER SHOE 
Durabl e light wei ght ca st alum inum for Colts, S & W, 
Ruger and oth er modern pistol s, rifles and shotguns. 
POLISHED or BLACK $4.50; GOLD FINISH $5.00 
AT YOUR FAVORITE DEALER OR ORDER DIRECT. Send 
make & model o f g un. No C.O.D.'s please . Add $1.00 
for Shipp ing Charges. Fu lly Guaranteed . Genuine 
Stag-Wood & Synthetic Gun Grips & Accessories . 

Buck Knives-Hand-made Leather Holsters & Belts. 

New! IVOREX® GUN GRIPS 
MELVIN TYLER MFG. AND DIST. 

1326 w. Britton Rd. • Oklahoma City, Okla. 73114 
Call toll free 800-654-8415 Outside Oklahoma 

I • YOU'RE DEAF 
Guns are NOISY and cause 

irreversible damage. 
You can save your hearing 

with Bilsom's protectors. 

Viking Ear Muff 
Highest rated muff available 
(29 NRR) Styled for comfort. 

Priced for value. 

Ask for Quality! Ask for Bilsom! A 
full range of hearing/sight 

protectors sold through leading 
gun shops. 

l H1t1q10® 
Bilsom International, Inc., 

11800 Sunrise Valley Drive, 
Reston, Virginia 22091 

"AS USED IN BIANCHI CUP" 
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you appreciate every ounce of magnum 
force. Recoil is a magnum lover's fondest 
adventure at the range. Yes, the shove in your 
palm and the jolt down your arm reminds you 
of the power you have at your disposal. Expe
riencing recoil is like going to a good horror 
film - it wouldn't be any fun if it didn't shock 
you. The joy of magnum recoil may be for
eign to the timid and sensitive, but to one who 
craves the sting of power, it's a real thrill. 

Look at the dazzling array of magnums 
out there. Americans love magnums, and we 
cry out "Give us Bigger; It's Better!" We have 
our old standbys - . 357, .41 and . 44 Mag
nums- and we have new magnums like the 
9mm Magnum and .45 Magnum. We have 
the .32 Magnum and the .22 (rimfire) Mag
num. But we are not satisfied. Wildey Moore 
(Wildey pistol) hears our cries and offers the 
.475 Wildey Magnum. Handgun hunting 
expert J .D. Jones turns to wildcats to satisfy 
his magnum hunger. And when we're not 

The STAR PROGRESSIVE RELOADER 
as well as the STAR SIZER & LU
BRICATOR are the finest available on the 
market. Use patented STAR PRECISION 
RELOADER EQUIPMENT and be confi
dent that your shooting competitor has 
ammunition no better than yours. 

GET ON TARGET NOW WITH THE 
BEST ... GET STAR PRECISION EQUIP
MENT FOR BETTER SCORING! 

For FREE CATALOG send 
self addressed, stamped envelope. 

STAR STAR MACHINE WORKS 
MACHINE\ 418 Tenth Avenue 
WORKS~ San Diego, CA 92101 

I 
I 

SSK 
MOOSE, MICE & COMPETITION GUNS 

SSK Industries offers exceptional services and products which include 41 
AVENGER conversion kits for the 1911 Colt, Match Grade replacement 
barrels for the 1911 in various calibers, CUSTOM CONTENDER barrels in 
over 75 calibers including the 375 JDJ and 45-70, Pistol or Carbine lengths, custom 
DOMINATOR barrels, XP-100 competition and hunting conversions, custom T'SOB 
scope mounts that stay on handguns in either shorty or full length vent rib configura
tion, ARRESTOR muzzle brakes, HEAVY weight bullet molds, SSK SILHOUETTES, 
incredibly tough rubber targets, RECHAMBERING and many other services for dis
criminating handgunners. We want and appreciate your business. Two stamps for 

information. 

SSK INDUSTRIES 
Route lA, Della Drive, Bloomingdale, OH 43910 

A / C 614-264-0176 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

BROWNING HI-POWER COMBAT ACCESSORIES 

Hlgh Powers guaranteed to feed !!! types of 
factory ammo including hollow points and 
Sliver tips. Please call for details. 

AMBIDEXTROUS COMBAT SAFETY 
MJ.V11ghtor1e11handsafetyoperatontorthe 
H1·P0Acer Exclus1~e des+gn v.·· pos1t1vely f.t 

:~~e~do~ga;::,cg~!l~a'~gestructable ~7~W~P~ 

WIOE TRIGGER 
Reduces tell trigge~ pull !or be!le1 control 
fa.1us1ve oe~1gn is better than a trigger shoe 

EXTENDED SLIDE RELEASE 

~e1~e;d;~gsl~d;e~~~~utri~,~~9 %r~~c1i1~:~~s 
s1gnedlortheH1·Powe1 s1mplyreplacesstan
dardrelease $36~DPo 

STAINLESS STEEL MAGAZINE 
Genuine stamless steel magazme custom re
shaped to feed properly '29 .. ppd 

PLEASE NOTE ... 
All prices are for blue parts. 
stainless finish available. please 
wri te or call for pr ices and delivery 

Nil not sna!J holster on dra .v or mser11on 
Drop-1n1nsta11a1on alsoel1mma1esmagaz1ne 
safety s3295ppd 

Exten51ve combat modihcabons are available! 
Please send $2 for our complete catalog. 

TO ORDER 

,_.. EJ 
VISA ~ 

Send Morey Order H Cashiers Check on.y MasterCard V•~l orders v.eiCOmed 
P"'ase ~Y compjere card 1n!ormdtoon mduorng e~p1rat100 dale Sorry no COO 
~·d~·rl> Pilon£> oroers occ:eptod for crttd1t cards oniy Ail orders prepaid via UPS 
on tt1e cort•rienta1 U S Ala:.ka and Ha .... a1 p1eas.e add S 1 50 per 11Dm Please !..ir 
OM'!.lreet<:lddr~!ordevt!'fy I 

EXTENDED SAFETY 
Pos111ve salety operation with no more 
fumbles Rounded corners eliminate snag

gngon holstersorclothmg Simple drop-m 
1nstallat1on SJ2" ppd 

COMBAT MAG. RELEASE 
Sculptured magazine release will not snag or 

~~'.~;;,.e~c;~~e~~:1~ut~~Sl~~i~ t~~n~~g1f~~ns~ 
dr1 andtaponehole (ms!allat1onavadaNelor 
S101 521 115 ppd 

CYLINDER & SLIDE SHOP, INC. 
P.O. Box 937 
Fremont, NE 68025 
Ph.: (402) 721-4277 

......................•........................................................ 

lllTERlllTID .. L 

~ 
HlllDGUll 
METALLIC 

SILHOUETTE 
\.. ISSDCllTIDll 

Be a full-fledged member of IHMSA for only $15 per year. 

IHMSA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Membership in IHMSA is $15 per year, which includes an attractive membership and classilication 

card , a handsome patch which is the official emblem, a set of scale templates for making full-size of
ficial silhouette targets, and a subscription to The Silhouette, the official publication of IHMSA, which 
contains the rules, a schedule of match dates and results from all over the country . Your membership 
kit will be mailed first class together with a current copy of The Silhouette the same day your ap
plication is received . 

--------------------------
If this is a renewal, put your IHMSA number her.,_ _____ _ 

I Name_~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-
1 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Address~--------------------------------

I C1ty _ ________________ State ______ Z1p _______ _ 

I Mail this coupon with check for $15 made out to: 

I I HMSA * Box 1609 Idaho Falls, Idaho 83401 I 
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Custom 
Pistols 

J. MICHAEL PLAXCO 
Highest quality workmanship by a champion 
competitor: 
• Membe r World Champion USA IPSC "Gold" 

Pis tol Team, 1982 
• Twice Winner Mid-Winter Targetworld 

Championship, 1980 and rns2. 
• Third Place in USA IPSC Nationals. 1981 
Ueveloper of the Plaxco Compensator System 

For more information and gun specifications: 
J. Michael Plaxco, Rt. I Box 203 
Roland, Arkansas 72135 501-868-9787 

HANDGUN SHOOTERS CATALOG 
FAST-RELIABLE SERVICE at REASONABLE 
PRICES! Choose from our large selection of 
QUALITY competition handgun accessories and 
services. 

Send $2.50 for our latest illustrated catalog, 
which will be credited toward your first order. 
Dealers send FFL for DEALER prices. 

WILSON'S GUN SHOP, INC. 
P .0. Box 578-1, Berryville.! Ark. 72616-0578 

The right light 
to inspect, 

This useful tool makes bore inspection easy .. 
for handguns, rifles and shotguns. Leading, 
fouling, scratches. gouges and rust pits which 
can affect performance, can be quickly detected 
with The Bare Inspector' ". lrs invaluable when 
purchasing a used firearm. Also, by locating bore 
obstructions before shooting, this handy light 
protects against accidents. detect, protect ... 

The Bore lnspectorrM 
by 

The Bore Inspector•• .. . the bright choice. 
Comes with 2 AAA replaceable batteries. 

Kleen-Bore offers a full line of gun care 
products. Write for free color catalog. 

Quality 
Gun Care 
Products 

Kleen-Bore, Inc. 
Cleaning Kits. Rods. Brushes & Solvents 
Dept. AH-7, Northampton, MA 01060 

413/586-7240 

LaRocca Gun Works, inc. 
Basic Street 
to Full House 
Competition 

For the highest reliability, quality 
& craftsmanship. Let us work with 
you to design and customize 
your gun. 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Home of the Rock-Well Mag Funnel 

51 Union Place 
Worcester, MA 01608 
(617) 754-2887 

satisfied with conventional magnums, we 
turn to Ultra-Mags like the .357 Maximum . 

Magnums are bigger and magnums are 
better. The history- yes, the entire history -
of firearms development is nothing more 
than a quest for bigger and better calibers, 
magnums. And there is a spirit out there 
caressing magnum lovers and encouraging 
us. We have the power of the Force behind 
us. And our spirit's name ~ 
is Elmer Keith . ~ 

CROSSFIRE CON 
Co11ti11ued from page 46 

factor in their maximum loads that are abso
lutely necessary to protect the shooting pub
lic from the many variables that apply to 

flim:'t~r;m 
i EARN MORE - LIVE BETTER i 
1 The ever·growing l1eld of Locksmithing offers 1 
: you unl1m1ted opportun1t1es for good pay 1obs or • 
1 big profits in your own business II s easy Do : 
: real 1obs - earn while you learn Men or 1 
1 women Tools and Materials Supplied Lie • 
1 State of N J Free booklet Opportunities m 1 

Locksm1thmg". No salesman will cafl 
TRAIN AT HOME -

EARN EXTRA$$$ RIG~T AWAY! 
LOCKSMITH/NG INSTITUTE 
Div. Commer1cal Technical Institute 
Dept. 091 -056, 1500 Cardinal Drive, 
Little Falls. N.J . 07424 
Name 
Address 

This 

BRASS 
CATCHER 

It works! 

Catch ejected casings 
from automatic handguns 
with the CATCH-ALL brass catcher. 
• saves time & money-eliminates 

searching for lost or scattered brass 
• adjustable strap attaches to right 

hand, allows flexibility 
• no weapon alteration necessary 
• will not obstruct sight picture 
• 2Y. oz. total wt., space-age plastic 

CATCH-ALL s249s 
ppd. 

patent applied for USA 

Place your order today! 
Call Department 203 TOLL FREE 

1-800-824-6853 or (503) 686-9844 in 
Oregon . Visa and MasterCard accepted. 

No Rislc 30-Day Moneybaclc Guarantee 

Catch-All Products. Dept. 203 
P.O. Box 2522. Eugene. OR 97402 
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handloads and guns. Variations in equipment 
and components may combine, within a 
given gun, to produce significantly higher 
chamber pressures than those obtained under 
controlled laboratory conditions. This is a 
serious business, for chamber pressures are 
fickle, unpredictable things. With some 
powders a relatively small increase in charge 
weight can produce a drastic increase in 
chamber pressures. Regrettably, most reload
ing manuals list only charge/velocity data, 
but one has only to glance at Lyman's 46th 
Edition, which does show chamber pres
sures, to see that the relationship between 
charge and pressure is anything but linear. 

So, while Joe Blaster may happily shoot 
rounds loaded with a grain or two more than 

The New Peregrine (M/84) ~ 
Made the MMC Way \Q!.JW 

Free Broc hure 

New Produ c ti on 
Price $42.99 

For Co lt Type 1911 & 
Browni ng High Power Pi s tols 

MINIATURE MACHINE CO. 
210 E. Poplar St. · Deming, NM 88030 

(505) 546-2151 

Mid-South Institute of 
Self-Defense Shooting 

Instruction by John Shaw on 
Pistol and Shotgun Training 

CLASS OPENINGS AVAILABLE.-

June '86 .... . 
June '86 .... . 
J uly '86 .... . 

August '86 . ... . 
August '86 .... . 

September '86 .... . 
October '86 .... . 

TH. FRI SAT SUN. 
5, 6, 7, 8 

19, 20, 21, 22 
10, 11, 12, 13 

7, 8, 9, 10 
28, 29, 30, 31 
25, 26, 27, 28 

9, 10, 11, 12 
October/ 

November '86 ..... 30, 31, 1, 2 
November '86 ..... 13, 14, 15, 16 

ALL CLASSES LIMITED TO 
TWELVE (12) PEOPLE 

PRODUCTS AVAILABLE 
Shoot To Win (Book) ........ . 
You Can' t Miss (Book) ..... . 
Magazine Pad .. . ....... 6 fo r 
Shaw Speed-E-Load .. . .. .. . 
Shaw Pro Shooter Case .. . . . 
Video Training Tapes 

Pis tol VHS or Beta ...... . .. . 
Shotgun VHS or Beta ...... . 

$11.95 
9.95 
8.95 

29.95 
79.95 

59.95 
49.95 

ON PRODUCTS ADO S2.00 SH IPP ING. 
WRI TE OR CALL FOR FREE BROC H URE. 

TO ORDER PRODUCTS. SEND CK. OR M.0 . TO: 

MISS-AH 
503 S tonewall 

Memphis, TN 38112 
(901) 725-1450 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER • JULY/AUGUST 1986 

HANDGUN HUNTERS 
WILSON 'S GUN SHOP, INC. announces the in
troduction of their~Custom .44 MAGNUM 
Hunting Revolver Conversions . 

" Tested and Proven in Africa 's Game Fields. " 

For detailed information send a SASE and request 
" Hunting Handgun Brochure". 

WILSON'S GUN SHOP, INC. 
Rt. 3, Box 211-01 

Berryville, AR 72616 

GET A GRIP ON YOUR "45" 
AND REDUCE RECOIL 

__Advantgge Grip System 
FEATURES: 

* Guaranteed 17% recoil reduction 

* Imp roved sh o t to shot recovery 

* Quicker sigh t picture alignment 

* Th ick tapered hand filling grips 

* D istr ibutes recoil forces better 

* Prom otes a more consistant grip 

* Built in m aga.zine loading chute 

* Milled for ambidexterous safety 

* Simple screw on installation 

Pin Guns 
IPSC Comps 
Basic to 
Full House 

New improved Advantage Grip System complete 
with checkered walnut stocks, $46.00 - Add $3.00 
postage and handling . California residents add 61'>% 
Sales Tax. Dealer inquiries invited. Write for addi
tional information, brochure and mathematical cal
culations to prove the recoil reduction. 

For more information or C.O.D. orders 
call toll free 1 (800) 634-2255. 
In California 1 (800) 847-4663 and ask for 
Ext. 210. 

Jack l!!.~~~~Y.~~~ .1.!/)!,gntaqe 
P.O. BOX 828, WHITTIER, CA 90608 (213) 695-4134 

Caliber Conversions 
Action Tuning 

Smythons Built 
Sq Butt to 

Rd Butt 

NU-LINE GUNS, INC. 
Dept. AH 

1053 CAUL KS Hi ll ROAD 
HARVESTER, M ISSOU RI 63303 

(314) 447-4501/441-4500 

69 



HANDGUN 
MARKET 
(:I Jl\SSll~ll~ll 

ACCESSORIES 

SURVIVAL KNIFE HANDLES. Stainless steel, 4'4 • L x 
l" OD. Threaded for 'Ii• tang. Undercut for wrapping or 
knurled. $30.00 plus shipping. Satisfaction guaranteed. 

~~~~ tJ~3. ~~~~~~M2"/l{~s:i.P.O. Box 13522, Arlington, 

IF YOU TAKE LIFE SER/OUSLY ... peruse our Procure-

~:~!1!n!~;1~e:tr:.i~o~~~i~~:i~\~~~~.t cl!':tr~~ig;,0~~=~ 
guised and unconventional weaponry from under $20.00 to 
over $2,000.00. The catalog is $3.00 from: A.S.P., Box 18595/ 
AH, Atlanta, GA 30326. 

FULL-AUTO RUGER 10-22, 1200 rpm, Guaranteed to 
work Mtrls. Incl. Complete in l ·hour. Simple and reliable, 
$10. Sweat, 612 E. LaPlata Street, Farmington, NM 87401. 

FOIL BURGLARS! Heavy Welded steel security box, unique 
lock system, 4.9 cu. ft. Home, office, vehicle, only $149.95 + 
70 lb. UPS. SASE for folder. WAYLAND, Box 1142V, Mill 
Valley, CA 94942. 

STOP HANDGUN RUST! FAST! EASY! Now you can buy 
the same industrial rust preventative used by Ruger, 
Smith & Wesson, U.S. Army. Order stock - must sell. 40% 
discount while supply lasts. Not available in stores. Free in
formation and prices. American Industrial, Box 10055-A, 
Turrance, CA 90505. 

Stainless Steel Replacement Badge - Holster Clips JP 
Type other types specify Brand - 7 /8 inch wide. ONLY 2 for 
$2.50, JRM Co .. P.O.B. 5028, Hazlet, NJ 07730. 

REDUCE RECOIL DRAMATICALLY!! Professional com
pensator for Colt type autos! new low price ... Frce info! 
Sterling, Dept AH7-G, m'D 8, Box 383, Concord, NH 03301. 

DEFEAT AN ATTACKER. .. quickly. The Ultimate Stun 
Gun. A gun that's not a gun. Non-lethal, but very effective 
in putting a person down. For more information, send $1.00 
to: J.D. Oran Co., POB 7478 Dept HG486, Colorado Springs, 
CO 80933-7478. Dollar discounted with first order. Sale void 
where prohibit. 

Amazing new compensator system you install in minutes. 
No alterations to gun. Ideal for Ipsic, pinn, bullseye. Free 
Brochure. Lutz's Gun Shop, 855 Street Rd., Southampton, 
PA 18966. 

AMMUNITION 

EXCALIBER WAX PELLETS, for .38 spl., 9 mm Luger, 
.380, .41 ma~ .. .44 mag., .45 L.C ... 45 acp. Inexpensive prac
tice approximately 1/i velocity of factory ammo. No rico
chetting, no reloading tools, no gun powder, uses shotgun 
primers only. 100 pellet sampler w/6 reusable cases $5.00. 
Special weapons catalogue $1.00. M & M ENTERPRISES, 
Box 64 AHG, Island Lake, IL 60042. 

FORMED A D TRIMMED .30 & .357 HERRETT CASES. 
Formed from new Winchester brass. Final forming by you 
is necessary to ensure properly fitting cases. $32.00-100 
(SAMPLES-$.50). SILVERTIP CASTING, RT. 1 BOX 2, 
WOOLSTOCK, IA 50599. (515)839-5591. 

BOOKS 

OUT-OF-PRINT Books Found. Send Wants. LARGE CAT· 
ALOGUE $1.00; Booklook, 51AC Maple Ave., Warwick, 
N.Y.10990. 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, latest pistol carrying, purchasing, 
etc., regulations for all states and FEDERAL GUN LAWS. 
Both booklets $4.00. POLICE EQUIPMENT CATALOG 
$2.00. Schlesinger, Department E., P.O. Box 882, New York, 
NY 10150. 

IN THE GRAVEST EXTREME by Massad Ayoob. How 
and when to use a gun, authoritatively written by an active 
duty policeman. For your copy, send $7.95 (includes post
age) to: GUNS BOOKS/Dept.GE-H07, 591 Camino de la 
Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

NO SECOND PLACE WINNER By Bill Jordan. A fascinat· 
ing book about gun fighting and the equipment to use, from 
loads to leather. $8.50 + $1 post. GUNS BOOKS /Dept. 
NS-H07, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 
92108. 
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Classified ads $.75 per word per insertion. ($.60 per word-per insertion for 3 or more) in
cluding name and address (20 word minimum). Minimum charge $15.00. Copy and rerun 
orders must be accompanied by PAYMENT IN ADVANCE. NO AGENCY DISCOUNTS All 
ads must be received with advance payment no later than the 15th of each month. Ex
ample: Closing for Sept/Oct . 1986 issue (on sale June 1) is Apr. 15th. Ads received after 
closing will appear in the following issue. Please type or print clearly. -PLEASE 
NOTE*** NO PROOFS WILL BE FURNISHED.- Include name, address, post office, zip 
code, city and state as counted words. Abbreviations count as one word each. Mail to 
AMERICAN HANDGUNNER MAGAZINE, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, 
California 92108. 

SHOOT A HANDGUN reveals the expert's way to use 
your handguns safely, effectively and within the law. Learn 
how and where to shoot, firearms responsibility, what am
munition to purchase, and more. Special chapter on defen 
sive pistol shooting, plus a glossary of handgun terms. O~ly 
$9.95 postpaid. GUNS BOOKS Dept. SH-H07, 591 Camino 
de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

1985 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER ANNUAL. The year's 
most exciting look at the handgun field. Including: "M~ny 
Faces of the .45 Auto" - "Introduction to Handgunnmg 
Sports" plus test reports and more! Only $4.95 postpaid. 
HANDGUNNER ANNUAL, Dept. HGA, 591 Camino de la 
Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

REDBOOK OF USED GUN VALUES. Discover what your 
firearms are worth in the most reliable course book ever 
published. A comprehensive volume that covers rifles, 
handguns and shotguns, it contains more than 3500 li~tings. 
Only $4.95 postpaid. REDBOOK, Dept. RB. 591 Camino de 
la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

FIREWORKS - Jeff Cooper's entertaining blend of essay 
and fiction, including observations on violence in America, 
terrorism, hunting on three continents, the proper m~n.tal 
conditioning for combat, and much more. Hardcover ed1t1on 
only $16.95 postpaid. Send check to: GUNS Books, Dept. 
FWH-07, PO Box 85201, San Diego, CA 92138. 

DEAD AIM - Lee Echols' outrageously funny book about 
shooters. Author signs each copy. A must for every 
shooter's Bookshelf. Send $9.00 (postpaid) to: GUNS BOOKS, 
Dept. DAH-07, P.O. Box 16439, San Diego, CA 92116. 

NEW CATALOG e.very two months from the publishers of 
the ACTION LIBRARY! Get the best books on weaponry, 
survival, guerrilla warfare, revenge and more! Send $1.00 
to PALADIN PRESS, P.O. BOX 1307-LHC, Boulder, CO 
80306. 

COMBAT AMMUNITION: EVERYTHING YOU NEED 
TO KNOW - Author Duncan Long explains how to make 
your own special types of ammo: exploding bullets, 1!1ulti
ple projectile rounds and more! 8 1/i X 11, hardcover, 11lus., 
photos, tables, charts, appendices, 136pp. Send $22.95ppd 
to PALADIN PRESS, P.O. Box 1307-LllA, Boulder, CO 
80306. 

MASTER TIPS Collected by Jon Winokur. Competition 
"Manual of Arms" features personal instruction from the 
world's top practical shooters. Advice on eq~ipment, ~ech
nique, training, mental aspects. Clearly explained and illus
trated. $11.95ppd. From: Potshot Press, Dept. AHC, P.O. 
Box 1117, Pacific Palisades. CA 90272-1117. 

FREE Wholesale Catalog. Guns, Scopes, Reloaders, Supplies. 
Alpine Range Supply, Rt. 7, Box 356, Ft. Worth. TX 76119. 

Squirrel Hunters · Bi-monthly magazine, 32 pages each 
issue. Competition squirrel dog hunting .. ~till hunting, 
stories, columns, pictures. Year's subscr1pt10n $6.00 to: 
Squirrel Hunter, Box 254-0, Hoskington, Kentucky 40844. 

KNOW YOUR ENEMY! Address Directory of World Com
munist and Nazi Parties, Publications. Hundreds listed! 
10$. Michael Seaton, 3617 South 46 Street, Greenfield, Wis
consin 53220. 

NO SECOND CHANCE! ew Police Textbook teaches dis
arming - knife, handgun, stick, razor, chain, bottle, shot· 
gun baseball bat. .. morel Combat Psychology included! 175 
pag~s. 135 photographs. $15. Bradley Steiner, Box 1278AH, 
Seattle, WA 98111. 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 

FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE application kit! Official 
forms /instructions. Wholesale sources, License guaranteed 
or refund! $5. Monarch, Box 65-RA, Golden, CO 80402. 

MAKE MONEY WITH GUNS! Get cash and have fun too. 
Free details. Write: Rangemaster. 26841-C Weaver Ave., 
Poulsbo, WA 98370. 

POLICE OFFICERS WANTED: Comprehensive digest of 
current nationwide op~nings. _Gives qualificati?ns, s~lary, 
selection process. Published bi-monthly. $6.00 smgle issue. 
$16.95 annually. Police Career Information Digest, Box 
1672, Dept-C, Eaton Park, FL 33840. 

FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSEES .make money! Sell 
guns and ammunition to others. Order guns for non-licen
sees on cost-plus basis. Bu1 wholesale. F'REE: Starting 
Your Own Gun Business' and "What To Do After 
Applying". Other benefits. Licence guaranteed or refund! 
$7.95. Metro, !lox 2161-AR, Boulder, CO 80306. 

COLLECTORS 

EMBLEMS & INSIGNIA 

CUSTOM EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS - Enameled Pins, 
Your Design, Low Minimum, Excellent Qualit,r. Low 
Prices, Free Booklet. A.T. Patch Co., Dept. 93, Littleton, 
NH 03561. (6031444-3423. 

CUSTOM EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS - DECALS -
PINS. ~'ree catalog/Quotes. Highest Quality. Guaranteed 
Lowest Prices. Rush Sketch. STADRIAH, 61 Jane Street. 
N.Y.C. 10014. (2121929-2293. 

TOP QUALITY ALL-FABRIC PATCHES FOR YOUR 
JACKET OR CAP! Guns Team Member Patch: $3.50, 
American Handgunner 1st Patch: $3.50. 25th Anniversary 
Guns Collectors Patch, $5.00. Special - all 3 patches only 
$11.00 postpaid. GUNS Patches, Dept. GP-H07, 591 Camino 
de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

Airborne Elite T-shirts Bold world insignias. Send Ad· 
dressed, stamped envelope for free brochure. BSC, Box 
A7!8, Sykesville, MD 21784. 

FIREWORKS 

Salutes and Cannon crackers home made. The Best! Simple 
easy method, my secrets revealed. Details; Browns Diversi 
fied, Box 53, Fishers, Indiana 46038. 

~'!REWORKS and EXPLOSIVES. Buy or make your own 
from common ingredients. Books, Instructions, 5000 for 
mulas. Catalog $1.00: Underground Supply, P.O. Box 1881, 
Murfreesboro, TN 37133. 

Illustrated catalogue $1.00 (refundable) Fun, safe, patriotic; 
lowest prices. Pyro-Sonic Devices, Box 711AH6, Grand 
Haven, MI 49417. 

FIREWORKS FROM CHINA: All at low·low prices. Illus
trated catalog $1: CHINA IMPORTERS-WHOLESALERS 
LTD., Box 347212, Parma, OH 44134. 

Cannon Fuse Cutting Device. Manually operated cuts up to 
7,200 fuses per hour. $39.95. Cutter, 330 S.W. 43rd, Suite 
209, Renton, WA 98055. 

CHERRYBOMllS, Firework Chemicals, Cannon Fuse, 
M-60s, M-70s, Books to make M80s, Silencers, Fireworks, 
etc. Catalogue $3., refunded with 1st order; Not intended 
for sale where prohibited by law; Capitol Fireworks, 1805 
W. Monroe, Springfield, IL 62704. 

FIREWORKS - FIRECRACKERS, ROCKETS, ROMAN 
CANDLES, MISSILES and much more!! HIGH quality, 
LOW prices and Quick delivery to all states. Illustrated cat
alog - $1.00. Eagle Fireworks, Dept. lOG, Box 800, 
Clackamas, OR 97015. 

FOR SALE 

GERMAN MARCHES. $9.95 per cassette. Set of seven cas
settes $49.50. Free list. Send SASE: NSDAPAO, Box 
6414-AH, Lincoln, NE 68506. 

GUN PARTS 

Stainless Randall 45 ACP parts original manufacture all at 
liquidation prices. Most lefthanded parts still in stock. 8 
page catalog available for $1.00 (refundable). Randco, P.O. 
Box 198!-H2, Monrovia, CA 91016-1981. 

GUNS FOR SALE 

GUNSMITH ING 

LATHES - MILLS - TOOLS - Emco Maier Unimat, Com
pact, Maximat. Myford, Sherline, Enco Manufacturing, Jet, 
plus many other selections. Complete gunsmithing machine 
shop supplies. Catalogs $1.00 (over 200 pages81us toll free 
number). Blue Rid,11e Machinery and Thais, P .. Box 536N, 
Hurricane, WV 25026, 304 /562-3538. 
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GUN ENGRAVING Full line of custom engraving on fire
arms and knives. from simple line designs throu~h semi
relief scroll to presentation grade. Sketches furnished at 
cost. Sundance Engraving, Box 912, Reading, PA 19603. 

LEARN GUNSMITHING, excellent facilities, experienced 
instructors, attend full accredited Yavapai College, atten
tion: Anthony Ross, Instructor, Gunsmithing Dept., Pres
cott, AZ 86301. 

CUSTOM .45 GUNSMITHING, Police and combat competi
tion modifications a specialty. For free price list send 
SASE. JIM HOAG, 8523 Canoga Ave., Suite "C", Canoga 
Park, CA 91304. 

EXPERT RUST BLUEING. HAND POLISHING FOR 
MINT APPEARANCE. COLLECTOR HANDGUNS RE
STORED AS ORIGINAL. CHARLES DANNER. ROUTE 
4, FAYETTEVILLE, TN 37334. 

.45 Autos For Range or Street. Reliable, Accurate and Af
fordable. Brochure $1.00. George Geiges, Box 213, New
foundland, PA 18445. 

PEN GUN - .22 cal-Make with ordinary tools and hardware 
store materials. $4.95. PLANS, Box 1650 (Z), Carolina, P.R. 
00628. 

Triple Chamber HIGH-COMP for Colt autos. Installs on 
present barrel. Minimum recoil; reasonable cost; highest 
quality. Combat pistol specialist. practical - exotic. Bro
chure $1. Randall Thompson, 654 Lela Pl., Grand Jct., CO 
81504. 

INSTRUCTION 

VIDEOTAPE. Gov't .45 Auto, Field strip, disassembly, as
sembly. VHS 49 minutes. $19.11 plus $1.60 mailing. TJE 
Video Productions, Box 50141, Reno, Nevada 89513. 

SPECIALIZING IN HANDS-ON TRAINING ... MTC trains 
GUNSMITHS and METAL ENGRAVERS. Valuable skills 
training in comprehensive courscs ... more benchwork than 
bookwork ... experienced faculty ... individual instruction ... 
low cost ... rural setting ... veterans welcomes. Write: Mont-
gomery Technical College, Drawer 487-L, Troy, NC 27371. 

KNIVES & SWORDS 

Knives, swords, survival, historic and many related weap
ons . Also custom handmade knives any design. Unbeatable 
prices. Catalogs $2.00: Dclntinis HG, 107 Summit Ave., S.!., 
NY 10306. 

Wholesale Knives. Name Brands - Case, Buck, Schrade, etc. 
No minimum orders. Catalog $1.00. Interstate Knives, Box 
19466-AHB, Houston, TX 77224. 

Wholesale Knives, etc. 100 page color catalog. $3.00. Inter
state Wholesale, Box 19466-AHKJ, Houston, TX 77224. 

the highest published maximum, Harry 
Hardluck with his minimum bore might find 
himself in the market for a new gun, hand or 
eye. 

The magnum maximizers rationalize their 
efforts under the guise of increasing "knock
down power." Rarely, however, will they be 
called upon to stop a charging rhino or 
runaway truck with their handgun. They 
might reasonably have to stop a robber and, 
all at once, in the reality of a gunfight, find 
themselves heavily overgunned. Blinded by 
muzzle flash and unable to fire a meaningful 
second shot while under the influence of the 
recoil of the first one, he might as well be 
unarmed. 

"Overkill" is a term that came, I suppose, 
from the nuclear arms race, and refers to the 
ability of some countries to kill everyone 
twice or thrice. There's such a thing as over
kill in defense guns too and for that reason I 
don't think the magnum guns have much 
place in normal folk's self-defense plans. The 
exception to this might be the well trained 
individual or police officer armed with a 
.357, but the real key to defense shooting lies 
in the ability to, "Do it to them before they do 
it to you!" 

Accurate first shot placement is lifesaving. 
A .22 in the right place might well be enough, 
whereas a .44 Magnum which whistles over 

LEATHERCRAFT 

Australian Kangaroo skins, with tails, winter fur. Legal im
port except N.Y. state. Delivery assured 6-8 weeks. Small 
28 " Plus tail US$30, Med 32 ·plus tail US$35, large 38 ·plus 
tail US$40. Add $12 for air post+ ins. Mastercard, Visa 
send card number, plus expire date or bank draft to: Sun
shine Leather, Box 1406, Cairns, Queensland, Australia. 

MILITARIA 

CAMOUFLAGE! German Army, SS Camouflage. 4 differ
ent WWII pattern fabrics for sale. Illustrated list with sam
ples fifteen $.22(cent) stamps/ 100% cotton reversible 
smocks, field caps, hoods, reversible pants, Budd L. 
O'Toole, HG, PO Box 64385, Tacoma, WA 98464. 

MILITARY SURPLUS 

G.I. SURPLUS, Hunting and Camping Equipment. 100 
page catalog $3.00. Red Bank Army Navy, 12-E Monmouth 
Street, Red Bank, NJ 07701. 

MILLIONS OF SURPLUS BARGAINS! Many 1% original 
Cost. Jeeps included! "Nationwide Government Directory" 
- $2.00 (Guaranteed). DISPOSAL, Box 19107-MX, Wash
ington, DC 20036. 

IS IT TRUE YOU CAN BUY JEEPS FOR $44 THROUGH 
THE U.S. GOVERNMENT'/ GET THE FACTS TODAY! 
CALL (312) 742-1142 EXT. 6279. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

KNUCKS - Genuine brass paperweights, not cheap alum
inum, same day delivery, $7. prepaid; Matthews Pohce Sup
ply, PO Box 1754, Matthews, NC 28105. 

NINJA CATALOG Nightsuits, handclaws, footspikes, cal
throps, blowpens, shuriken and reference materials for the 
Shadow Warrior. Send $1.00 to: Ninja Supply Systems, Box 
28222/AH, Atlanta, GA 30358. 

SHORT-RUN CUSTOM BELT BUCKLES WITH YOUR 
LOGO MY SPECIALTY SOLID SANDCAST SILICON 
BRONZE ALL HAND FINISHED. BUCKLES BY MIKE, 
1225 MANZANTA, DEPT. AH, LOS ANGELES, CA 
90029. 

Wholesale Jewelry. 60% Off retail. 48 page color catalog. 
$2.00. Interstate Jewelry, Box 19466-AHJ, Houston, TX 
77224. 

the assailant's head is fifty cents down the 
drain. Sure, if the .44 happens to connect the 
fight probably will be over, but it is the excep
tional shooter who can deliver 100% hits 
from a big magnum. He carries, deep in his 
subconscious mind, the memory of recoi l 
and noise and this may be enough to cause a 
fatal flinch. 

But maybe I'm getting ahead of myself. 
The quest after velocity for velocity's sake 
lacks, in my mind, rational justification. Few 
shooters have the sophisticated equipment 
found in ballistics laboratories and would be 
hard pressed to prove that their souped-up 
handload really is superior. Sure he gets a 
bigger blast, but that doesn't prove that the 
bullet got there any faster, or that it would be 
any more effective once it did. He just 
believes they are because he has been condi
tioned to think that magnums have some sort 
of magical quality. 

Magnums also introduce their owners, 
particularly those who are overly ambitious, 
to another fact of life. Most of us are accus
tomed to thinking of a gun as a lifetime 
investment, but magnums create a whole 
new set of gunsmithing problems. Very 
rarely does a shooter keep an accurate count 
of the total number of rounds fired through a 
given gun, but I have recently seen several 
that were ready for the scrap heap, or at least 
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MILITARY & MARTIAL ARTS - l.D. Cards & Certifi
cates. Airborne, Special Forces, CJ.A., Police, etc. Bro
chure $!. Kenwood, Box 66, Dept. H, Long Green, MD 
21092. 

FREE catalog. Things you never knew existed! 1600 
Novelties, Jokes, tricks, Science, Hobbies, Sports. Johnson· 
Smith, C-6522, Mt. Clemens, Mich. 48043. 

PERFECT GIFT FOR LIFE Beautiful hand painted Four 
Season 248 year Calender. 15 X 22 suitable for framing. To 

~:;d~~~csA"LEtiiif. ~~~~0:~0.efi,fRteEn:~~-4wm~r-
FREE 32·PAGE PRIVACY CATALOG. Low-profile tech· 
niques. Cash income opportunities. Secret loans. Asset pro
tection. New identity, EDEN PRESS, Box 8410-HG, Foun· 
lain Valley, CA 92728. 

NO LOAD Mutual Funds. No Brokers, anyone can afford 
send $1 SASE; L Bolan, 27 Sacramento Dr. #51, Hampton, 
VA 23666. 

MACE $5. Kamikazi BUTTERFLY KNIFE $10. SUR· 
VIVAL KNIFE KIT $10. Spring clearance sale. Send $!. 

f.'itE~Ag~c~oL. sP:,;i~~~-:n~~~!n~~d ;r':~~~'.eS:Xn~4~~~ 
Bridgeview, IL 60455. 

Tired of loan by mail gimmicks ad? Choose sour own 

§eXSE· s10~0.0G J~.t 2~05J~~~sc[r~~ib~~'C:1~ ff:S~: v X~<lli~~ 
D & L Sports Custom Combat 45's. Basic to lull House 
Pistols. P.O. Box 651, Gillette, WY 82716. Ph. 3071686-4008. 

POLICE EQUIPMENT 

REAL ESTATE 

GOVERNMENT LAND ... FROM $19/ACRE! Homesites, 
campsites, farming, Investment! "Land Buyer's Guide" 
plus nationwide listing - $2.00. LANDS, Box 19107-MX, 
Washington, DC 20036. 

WANTED TO PURCHASE 

Inventions, Ideas, new products wanted for presentation to 

~:ir~~l r:~~ :~~~~s~a~~Et!~~~!i~nnnsa~tion exposition. 

a major overhaul, after a few years of maxi
mum (or hotter) loads. Almost without 
exception, moderate loads are more accurate 
and guns, no matter how well made, don't last 
as long when fed steady diets of maximum 
loads. 

I fear that a lot of shooters have been 
convinced that magnums are every man's best 
friend and because of the label alone they are 
automatically superior to all others. Well, I 
just don't think so. The places where mag
nums really are best are few. All that power 
isn't needed to punch a hole in a piece of 
paper or knock down a bowling pin or, for 
that matter, incapacitate a human being. Yes, 
there are places where magnum loads are 
needed or at least justifiable, such as long 
range pistol competition or silhouette 
matches where heavy steel targets have to be 
knocked down, but the shooters who are 
good at that sort of thing are going to be good 
at almost any other form of shooting. They 
have developed their skill over a period of 
time and have learned to control the big guns. 
That's fine, but there is no way that a magnum 
is going to make a good shooter out of a 
mediocre one. Yet magnums have made jerk
ing, flinching, blithering idiots out of some 
potentially good shooters who just couldn't 
handle them. 

When I began to write this article I called it 
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357/44 B & D 
CONVERSIONS 

S&W 27-28-Ruger 357-9mm 
TC Contender-Ruger Red Hawk 

BAIN& DAVIS 
307 E. Valley Blvd. San Gabriel, CA 91776 

818-573-4241 or 213-283-7449 

THE LEWIS LEAD REMOVER 
SATISFACTION :c. ======= 
GUARANTEED 

$11.75 
Revolver Cleaning Kit. Removes leading from Forcing Cone. 
Cylinder. and Barrel. Available in either 38-41A4A5 cal. Brass 
cloth patches (Pk . IO) $2.30. Order direct or from your dealer. 
Check or Money Order plus $1.50 poMagc & handling. 

Ab. GUN SPECIALTIES. INC. 
~ P.O. Box 31 College Park. Georgia 30337 

THE EQUALIZER 
MAJOR Caliber 9mm BROWNING Compesator System. 
13 Round capacity - Superb accuracy - Total reliability 

Send $2. for complete 
information 
If you call please call 
9am to Noon CST 
Ask for Bi ll 

I 
CYLINDER & SLIDE SHOP, INC. 
P.O. Box 937 
Fremont, NE 68025 
Ph.: (402) 721-4277 

•John 

Custom .45 work. checkering. trigger 
guard modification and accurizing. In
d us trial hard chrome. PPC revolver 
work. barreling and installation of all 
types of sights. Complete machine shop 
for all of your needs. 

JACK•s GUN SHOP 
3911 W. Waters Ave. 

Tampa. Fl. 33614 
(813) 932-8824 

Shaw of 
Memphis 
wontheIPSC 
Champion-
ship in 1980 & $ 1,22250 

1981 using one of these models. 
Dealer inquiries invited. Rt 2 Box 22A 

WRITE OR CALL 
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

James C. Clark 
PI STOLS MITH 

Ke1th v1 lle . Lou1s1ana 7104 7 

(318)925-0836 
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"I Hate Magnums," but as I wrote, I found my 
tongue tucked firmly in my cheek. Still, 
within each of those barbs there is a large 
kernel of truth . Is there a man alive who has 
not flinched at one time or another when 
firing a magnum of some sort? I also doubt 
that there are many gun clubs in the country 
that don't have at least one "headstamp 
eraser" who takes great pride in concocting a 
load that will remove all traces of a head
stamp after only three firings. He knows that 
his atomic loads are safe because the gun 
hasn't blow up. 

So, do I really hate magnums? No, they 
have a definite place in handgun shooting. I 
just don't think that the place is nearly as large 
as some people believe. I'm inclined to think 
that their value to the average shooter is 
either questionable or over-rated. Pistol 
shooting is a craft and a craftsman should be 

Continued 011 page 74 

3 inch .410 & or .45 Colt 

For Free Literature 
Send Stamped Envelope. 

AMERICAN DERRINGER CORP 
P.O. Box 8983 Dept. HG-4 

Waco, Texas 76714 

NDGUNS • RIFLES • SHC 
rGUNS • RIFLES • HANDGL 

S • SHOTGUNS • RIFLES• H 
• RIFLES• SHOTGL 

IFLES •SH 
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A FEW THINGS 
THE SERIOUS 

H NDGUNNER-~~ 
RELYS ON ... 

Today's shooter needs three things to be thoroughly 
involved in the sport of handgunning : a well balanced 
accurate firearm, complete gun leather, and a subscrip
tion to AMERICAN HANDGUNNER. 

Whether you are an avid competitor or a weekend 
plinker, the AMERICAN HANDGUNNER is written for 
you. It's the only magazine in the nation devoted 
exclusively to handguns. The AMERICAN HANDGUN
NER covers all the aspects of handgun activity with 
in depth test reports, conversion information from top 
competitors and much more! 

Each issue features exciting regular articles on : 

*Competitive shooting 
*Self-Defense handgun news 
*Handgun Hunting 
* Pistolsmithing 
*Customizing handguns 

Plus in each issue you have a chance to win a one-of-a
kind Customized Handgun in HANDGUNNER's 
"Custom Gun Giveaway." 

America's Only Magazine Devoted 
100% to Handguns 

AMIERICAll 

IAllGUllER 
SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 

" ... 

YES! Start my subscription to AMERICAN HANDGUNNER today for the 
term indicated below. 

D 1 year $14. 75 D 2 years $24. 75 D 3 years $34. 75 
Outside U.S. add $6. 00 per year for postage. 

Amount enclosed $ --:-:--:----;:=,:D::::,...:B~i.::..11 ;..:.m.:;e~,._..---.---.,.-..---.-.-,-, 
Charge my credit card No. I I I I I I I I I I 
Exp. Date Initial ____ _ 

Name ____________________ _ 
Address ___________________ _ 
City _________________ _ 
State _________ Zip _________ _ 

(Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.) 

Mail to: AMERICAN HANDGUNNER Dept. AH 
P.O. Box 16439, San Diego, CA 92116 
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TED BLOCKER'S CUSTOM HOLSTERS 
MEETING THE DEM AN DS OF SERIOUS COMPETITORS. 

A complete rig designed especially 
FINALLY for PPC competition 

allo .... mg fast access 

Our at new tr1p1e Spr1n11 
Lok Speed Loaaer Pouchs 
with spring retainer which 
allows loader to be snapped 
1n and out last and easy 

I 

/ 
Govered tr•gger guard / 

Adrustabe tension device 

Complete Rig as shown $159 95 

This holster 1s made of top grain ?oz. leather and is lined with 18 gauge 
steel. It also features an open front design with metal and steer wrapped 
around cylinder to the frame with the opening 1n front large enough for 
the barrel to pass through, allowing the forward motion of the draw as 
soon as the gun is raised high enough to clear cylmder The design of 
thrs holster allows the use of guns with the popular Aimpomt. Bull Bar
rels and Ribs It 1s available for the S&W K-Frame. L·Frame and N-Frame. 
and also the Colt Python with 5" and 6 " Barrels and others on special 
request. 

ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS 

Please include exact wa is t measurement . gun make and model. Barre l 
length and all other mod1ficat1ons. Callfornia residents add 6 112 % sales 
tax. Al l orders must add 5% for sh1pp1ng and handling. Send check or 
money order. Mastercard, Visa. or American Express are welcomed. 
Please include card number and explfatron date. 

Ted Blocker's Custom Holsters 
409 West Bonita Ave. 
San Dimas, CA 91773 

(714) 599-4415 

< 'JiN!Blackers 

£ ~ 

Retainer strap for guns with 
or without ribs II A1mpom1 
1s to be used please spec1ly 

/ 

Here's what the LA P D P P.C. Pistol 
Team of Chris Kaufmann . John Pride , J_P 
Nelson and Fred Romero say abOu! our 
new PP C Rig "Its been a long time com
mg and worth the wart. This Rig is the 
ult1rliate tor PP C competll1on: This Rig 
was d~s1gned by Ted Blocker for this 
Pistol ream !O use m the Pres11g1ous 1983 
Bianchi Cup ol which they took top 
honors as a team 

Continued from page 72 
judged by his tools. He uses the proper tool 
for the job at hand. A magnum ~ 
is rarely the best tool. ~ 

RG, H&R PARTS AVAILABLE 
RG Industries, makers of the RG line of 

handguns, is out of business. Parts are 
available from Bob's Gun Shop, Dept. 
AH, 721 Rector, Hot Springs, AR 71901. 

Bob's Gun Shop also carries a stock of 
H&R (Harrington and Richardson) parts 
for the defunct gun maker. 

Parts catalogs for both RG and H&R 
are available for $4 or parts list for an 
individual gun model is available for a 
SASE. 

DAMPIESS DESTROYS 
with rust. corrosion, mildew ru ining valued 
guns, precis ion-f inished equioment, etc. 

Silica Gel Unit Drinks 
Dampness from the Air 
360 gram unit protects 27 
cubic ft. Ideal for display 
cabinets, safes, etc. The 
desiccant of choice by 
gov't and industry, sil ica 
gel adsorbs moisture to 
create a protective shield 
of dry ai r wi thin any enclosed area. Indica
tor buil t -in to foil carton signals when to re
ac ti vate. (Reactivates easily in any oven.) 
Money back guarantee. $9.50 each Send 
printed name and address with check. 

(NY residents add sales tax) 
Hydrosorbent Co. Box 675-Z Rye, NY 10580 

SIG/Sauer P226, P220, BDA 
S&W 469, 459, 659, 669, 645 
(Fits all S&W fixed-sight autopistols) 

Convert fixed-sight autopistols lo Millett's 
Series 100 state-of-the-art adjustable-sight 
systems with these custom quality features: 
• Crisp, precision windage & elevation 
click adjustments • Repeatable zero 
settings • Optional white outline or tradi
tional black rear blades • While or blaze 
orange front ramps • Easy installa
tion-rugged, reliable, serviceable. 

Prices 

Front/rear 
combination 

SIC/Sauer 

$59.79 

saw 469 

$59.79 

See your local dealer or send $2 U.S. 
($4 foreign) for complete catalog. 

Only the best from Millett 

Millett U Sights 
16131 Gothard, Huntington Beach CA 92647 • (714) 842-5575 
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Seven On-Target Reasons Why: 
• Sight and focus accurately 
with one hand, not two 

• lnstaFocus® System. 
• Bright, porro prism optics 
for greater accuracy than 
any other short-range 
split-image rangefinder. 

hands as with ordinary 
rangefinders. So one hand 
is always on your weapon. • Doubles as a 5 power 

spotting scope. • Lightweight, 5x20 
compact design. 
• Three big-game 
ranging reticles. 

• Very simply-the One-~ 
gives you the biggest 
advantage you have ever barf 
in the field. 

~1--MASSAD F. AYOOB'S-----~ 
"STRESSFIRE" 
At lost! The first volume of Mossed Ayoob's long awaited series on " Gunfighting for Police: 
Advanced T octics and Techniques." 
" STRESSFIRE" is the result of Ayoob's years of research about what actually happens in 
gunfights. 
Learn how stress and adrenalin affect the mind and body, ruining conventional shooting 
techniques under pressure ... and how new techniques actually feed off that pressure to 
make you perform better under stress! 

$9.95 

"IN THE GRAVEST EXTREME" 
SECOND AMENDMENT FOUNDATION calls it " Must reading for anyone who keeps a firearm 
for self defense." " Should be a mandatory purchase for anyone buying a gun." (Shooting 
Industry Magazine). "One of a kind." (LAW & ORDER). '.17 chapters of streetwise information 
that every gun owner needs. Ayoob pulls no punches!" (GUNS Magazine). " I learned more 
about use of deadly force from this book than I did in low school." (Practicing attorney) 
This book teaches YOU how to use deadly force without being ravaged by a criminal justice 
system that often seems to favor the lawless over the lowobiding. 

$7.95 
Plus $2.00 postage and handling 

--------------POLICE BOOKSHELF P.O. Box122, Concord, N.H. 03301-------------

STRESSFIRE $9.95 __ 

IN THE GRAVEST EXTREME $7.95 __ 

Shipping and handling $2.00 __ 

TOTAL ENCLOSED 
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Name _______________________ _ 

Street _ _ _____________________ _ 

City ________________________ _ 

State __________ Zip _ _ ___________ _ 
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FIREWORKS 
A SQUARE HEAD FDR A SQUARE DEAL DELI RS FIREW u 
Tall Paul, Inc. 

P.O. Box 248 
Eagleville, Mo. 64442 

Order Early - Call Toll Free 
1-800-525-4461 or (816) 867-3354 

VISA - MasterCard - Orders 

PAYMENT WILL BE ACCEPTED BY 
CREDIT CARD OR MONEY ORDER ONLY! 
NO PERSONAL CHECKS PLEASE. 
CREDIT CARDS-MasterCard or VISA Only! 

Please fill in and sign. D MasterCard D VISA 
FREE BONUS WITH ORDER! 
FREE PUNKS WITH EACH ORDER 
S40 Orders: I free gross (144 rockets( of Air Travel Bottle Rockets 
SIOO Orders: 1 free gross (144 rockets( ol Air Travel Bottle Rockets and 4BD 

Firecrackers 
$200 Orders: 12 Free gross (t.72B rockets( ol Air Travel Bottle Rockets 
S500 Orders: 1 Free cm (3.600 rockets( ol Black Cat Bottle Rockets 
S750 Orders: 1 free cm (3.600 rockets( ol Black Cat Bottle Rockets and 

t free cm ol 16.000 Black Cat Firecrackers 

AMT. UNIT NO. DESCRIPTION OF ITEM 

1 40/ 12 Firecrackers - Br. 400 pcs .. Case 15.360 pcs. 

2 80116 Firecrackers - Br. 1,280 pcs., Case 15.360 pcs. 

3 40/50 Firecrackers - Br. 2.000 pcs., Case 16,000 pcs. 

4 10/200 Black Cat - Br. 2.000 pcs .. Case 16.000 pcs. 

5 40/12 Black Cat - Br. 400 pcs .. Case 15.360 pcs. 

6 Lady Crackers - Br. 1,600 pcs. 

7 Jumping Jacks - Br. 576 pcs .. Case 11 .520 pcs. 

Underwater Firecrackers 
8 M-llO - works in water, Box 72 pcs., Case 1,440 pcs. 

Sky Rockets 
9 Pop Bottle Rockets. report - 144-S4.00. 3.600-$75.00 

10 Black Cat Bottle Rockets - 144-SS.OO, 3,600-$90.00 

11 Whistl ing Moon Travelers - 144-$7.95. 2.880-$120.00 

12 Fierce-Tiger Soaring Rocket 

13 Clustering Bee Rocket 

14 Wild Geese Rocket 

15 Butterfly Rocket 

16 Parachute Rocket with Flare 

17 4 oz. Skyrocket w/Stars or Report 

lB 6 oz. Skyrocket w/Stars or Report 

19 8 oz. Skyrocket w/Stars or Report 

Night Display Shells 
20 Saturn Missile Battery - 12 shot 

21 Saturn Missi le Battery - 25 shot 

22 #100 Floral Shell 

23 #200 Floral Shell 

24 1()().shot Magical Barrage 

25 Frightened Bird 

26 Soiree 

27 News Transmitter 

28 Kaleidoscope 

29 Garden-in-Spring 

30 96 shot Colored Pearl 

31 48 shot Colored Pearl 

32 Box of 12 Festival Balls 

33 Double Night Parachute 

34 Single Parachute w/crackers 

35 Marching Cicada (61 4-inch firing tubes) 

Name 
(please print) 

Address 

All merchandise shipped via UPS at $5.00 shipping and 
handling rate except CA, NJ, MA, GA and Phoenix Metro_ Call 
for information concerning delivery to these states. 

Minneapolis Metro. New England and East Coast States 
order by May 15 to avoid deltvery delays by UPS. 

Expiration Date ___________ _ 
No shipments made to Canada, Hawaii or Alaska. 
We need your street address or location . We cannot ship to 

post office boxes. We reserve the nghrto make substitutions 
for out-of-stock items No C.0.0 shipments are accepted 

Credit Card Number -----------

If you have any questions, CALL TOLL FREE. Signature --------------

BRICK CASE TOTAL AMT. UNIT NO. DESCRIPTION OF ITEM DOZ. GROSS TOTAL 

5.00 100.00 Missiles and Helicopters 
11 .00 100.00 36 Buzz Bombs Spin Up B.00 80.00 

16.00 11~ .oo 37 Two-Stage Silver Jet Spin Up - Sl.75 ea. 15.00 150.00 

18.00 120.00 38 Two-Stage Space Jets (12 to pkg.) 3.00 30.00 

5.75 110.00 39 Reconnaissance Planes (2 pkgs. of 6 to pkg. - S3.95) 3.95 39.00 

10.00 40 Plane Flying at Night (12 to pkg .) 6.50 65.00 

10.00 180.00 41 Flying Oise or Satellite 1.95 20.00 

BOX CASE 42 Large Missile - $1.00 each 10.00 

12.00 175.00 43 Giant Missile - Sl .50 each 15.00 

DOZ. GROSS Smoke and Novelties DOZ. GROSS 

4.00 44 Two Colored Smoke 1.50 15.00 

5.00 . 45 Cherry Smoke Balls (assorted colors) 1.50 15 00 

7.95 46 Small Tanks 5.50 60.00 

6.00 60.00 47 Pull Fireworks - Burglar Alarm 2.50 25.00 

6.00 60.00 48 Cigarette Loads 2.50 25.00 

600 60.00 49 Auto Foolers (whistle. smoke and bang) 5.00 50.00 

6.00 60.00 PKG. DZ PKG 

6.00 60 00 50 Red Rat Chasers (144 to pkg .) 7.00 70.00 

B.00 80.00 51 Party Snappers (50 to pkg.I .75 7.50 

9.00 00.00 52 Aircraft Carriers (2 to pkg .) 2.50 25.00 

10.00 10000 53 Champagne Party Poppers (pkg. of 121 1.80 18.00 

EACH DOZ. 54 Whistling Jacks (24 pcs. to pkg .) 1 00 10.00 

1.50 15 00 55 Rocket Guns (pkg. of 12) 6.00 60.00 

2.70 30.00 56 Ground Bloom Flower (pkg. of 6) .00 10.80 

7.95 70.00 Sparklers and Fountains BDX DZ.BX. 

9.95 89.95 57 Sparklers - 10· (96 pcs. S3.50) 3.50 

550 55.00 58 Sparklers - 14". Morning Glories (144 pcs. Sl0.50) 10.50 

335 35.00 59 Sparklers - 20· (12 to box) 8.00 80.00 

4.00 40.00 60 Black Snakes - 72 snakes $2.00, 288 snakes S6 00 2.00 

3.50 35 00 EACH DOZ. 

3.50 35 00 61 No. 3 Assorted Colors Cone - 7" Fountain .90 9.00 

525 52.00 62 Jumbo Carnival Cone 1.75 18.00 

BOO 80.00 Roman Candles DOZ. GROSS 

3.50 35 00 63 Roman Candle - 5 shot 4.50 50.00 

12 00 120.00 64 Roman Candle - 8 shot 6.00 60 00 

.55 5.50 65 Roman Candle - 10 shot B.00 80.00 

.65 6.50 Assortments EACH DOZ. 

1595 159.95 66 Mad Hornet Assortment Box - S30 00 value 20.00 200 00 

67 Black Hornet Assortment Box - S40.00 value 25.00 250.00 

68 Scotfs Giant Family Bag - $60.00 value 45.00 450.00 

Add Minimum Freight Cost1 $5.00 5.00 

Total Amount Encloled 

(Include Rural Route and Box Number. We cannot ship directly to a post office box. 
Send Certified Check or Money Order 

This merchandise sold on the representation of the buyer that the same will be used stnctly in 
accordance with the laws of the state of destination and is sold upon condi tion that the seller shall not be 
hable m any civil action or any accident or JOJury occasioned dunng the transportation; handling, 
storage or use of the merchandise and is transported directly out of the State of Missouri by common 
earner. I, hereby state and promise. as a condition of this sale, that I have comphed with the laws of the 
State of Destination of this merchandise and have, or will , obtain any necessary permits required by Law 
and will use or sell these Fireworks listed above in strict compliance with all applicable laws, whether 
City, State or Federal. I also understand as a condition of this sale that I am overe'ahteen years of age. 

Include zip code.) 

Phone _______ _ Name of Magazine _______ _ 

Signature of Purchaser -----------------

AT TALL PAUL'S WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS - CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-525-4461 



INDUSTRY INSIDER 
JERRY RAKUSAN 

BREN TEN MUST PAY FINE, SHIP GUNS; 
10th ANNIVERSARY ISSUE COMING NEXT 
'\"1 Tell, the effluence hit the turbine in Hun
YYtington Beach. According to a press 

release from the Orange County District 
Attorney's Office, a consumer fraud case 
against Dornaus & Dixon ended in a fi nal 
judgement against the makers of the Bren 
Ten auto pistol. 

The judgement imposes a permanent 
injunction as well as a civil penalty of 
$10,000. The injunction states that Dornaus 
& Dixon must deliver pistols, with function
ing magazines, within six weeks of receipt of 
payment. It also mandates that a fund be 
established for consumers who have not 

RELOADERS, REJOICE! 
introducing 

AUTOSCALE;M 
The amazing o~e,lectronic 
gun powder sc~le"~ AMT 

GOODBYE, DRUDGERY! ... Forget that ar uous struggle with 
old-fashioned hand measuring equipment. ow you can enjoy 
the high speed precision of AUTOSCALE™, he new, exciting 
gun powder measurer which automatically ispenses loads to 
an accuracy better than ± l/20 grain. 

The AUTOSCALE'M 1s available at your local 
dealer. Call or write AMT for additional 
information; a descriptive AUTOSCALE'M 
brochure and complete AMT product booklet 
will be mailed free upon request. 

• STATIC FREE. EXTRA LARGE 
POWDER HOPPER 

• IMPACT RESISTANT CASE 

received their guns and want a refund, and 
that a specific servicing period be 
established. 

A spokesman for the district attorney's 
office announced that the complaint arose 
from consumers that had ordered guns in 
1982 and received them without magazines. 

For information, contact District 
Attorney, Orange County Courthouse, Box 
808, Santa Ana, CA 92702 (714) 834-3600. 

More SHOT Show Stuff 
I missed a couple of things in my last 

report on the SHOT Show goodies. A lot of 
people were impressed with what they saw at 
the Caspian Arms booth. These folks have 
been making investment cast frames and 
parts for gunmakers for years, and now they 
are offering these, and ccmplete .45 autos. 

They are at 14 N. Main Street, Hardwick , 
VT 05843 . 

I spent hours at the show looking for the 
booth of United Sporting Arms, to no 
avail. After the show a call to them gave me 
this info. They did not have anything ready at 
show time, so they passed this year. Accord
ing to Dan Brockway, Jr., they have pur
chased all of the tooling, etc, of the old 
United Sporting Arms of Arizona, and will 
be producing the Seville single-action 
revolvers in .375 Magnum and .375 Super 
Magnum. When? Soon, we hope, these were 
fine revolvers. The new firm is located in 
Post Falls, Idaho, so I would suspect that 
some of the first guns will be sold through the 
IHMSA to their members. 

Happy Birthday! 
Just between us, I'm getting so excited 

about our September/October 10th Anniver
sary Issue that I have to keep my legs 
crossed. 

Our 10th Anniversary Limited Edition gun 
is on track, but since no contracts have been 
signed as this is written, I don't want to get 
into details. If there are no glitches, however, 
it wil l be a real deal , a brand new shooting 
gun, one that you can afford, yet tastefully 
decorated. 

Also in that Sept/Oct issue, we've got a 
Custom Gun Giveaway that'll knock your 
socks off. Paul Sokolovski has graciously 
consented to make up one of his custom made 
.45 target autos especially for the readers of 
American Handgunner, and one of our lucky 
readers wil l win it. That's $3,000 worth of 
leading edge in auto pistol design, the ulti
mate in craftsmanship, and a gun that limited 
few will ever be able to own. 

Ili like very much for all of the readers of 
American Handgunner to participate in this 
anniversary. Let me hear from you-cuss us 
or praise us; tell me what you like and what 
you don't; give us some ideas for future 
issues, or just let off some steam, about 
hand guns in general, the current state 
of the shooting sports, ......_ 
or whatever. ~ 
.41 MAGNUM BULLETS 

.41 Maanum bullets. 170-275 arain 
.410 diameter/JHP/JSP/FMJ/SOLID BOND cores 

~ 
For information . wnte: 

Rlfl/I50N t:f Dept AH-4 
"'LL£/ fl 6437 E. Hobart Street 
U• s Mesa , Arizona , 85205 
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The Pro-Ta ch Chronograph ... 
just what you'd expect from the makers of Pro Timer II. 
Pro-Tach Chronograph displays not only actual 
velocities from 75 to 4000 feet/second, but the 
number of shots and their average velocity. Simply 
set the Pro-Tuch on a table or mount it to a tripod ... 
then tum it on. The battery operated Pro:rlich (9-volt 
battery, not included) has a large LCD display for easy 
reading from firing position. 

Add to this a 30-day unconditional return policy, a 
one-year warranty from electronic failure and an 
affordable price ... $169.95. 

Pro Timer II, the official timer for major matches is 
reliable and easy to use. The time to each shot, shot 

number, and time between shots is automatically 
recorded and may be reviewed in the shot sensing, 
stop plate and par time modes. 

Simply clip the lightweight Pro Timer II to your 
belt and tum it on. Includes a 9-volt rechargeable 
battery which can be replaced with a 9-volt alkaline. 
Only $274.95. 

Call Toll Free 1-(800)-222-3845. 
Illinois residents (815)·877·3322 . Visa. 
MasterCard, and COD accepted. Illinois 
residents add 6% sales tax. Add $4.50 fo r 
S & H. Certified check or money order by mail. 

IC 
Competition Electronics, Inc. 

753 Candy Lane, Rockford, IL 61111 



AS CLOSE TO CUSTOM AS YOU CAN GET 
RIGHT OUT OF THE BOX 

Now you can have power and 
all-around versatility in one multi
purpose revolver - the Smith 
& Wesson Model 586/686 .357 
Distinguished Combat Mag
numS!l It's the most durable 
(and imitated) .357 Magnum 
built today. 

This sturdy six-shot, de
signed to take the heat of 
continuous .357 Magnum 
loads, has established itself 
as the favorite of police marks
men and sporting shooters.'. 
And with eighteen variations to 
choose from, you 're sure to find 
just the combination _of finishes, 
triggers, sights and barrel lengths 
you 're looking for :.:._ right out of 
the box. 

Compare the selection of cus
tom features available immediate
ly without special ordering. 

Carbon orstainlesssteel frames 
with removable sideplate (for easy 

inspection) and 4", 6" or S:Ya" bar
rels. Blue, nickel or satin stainless 

finishes. Smooth combat or ser
rated target triggers. Plain or white 
outline micrometer click rear 
sights adjustable for windage 
and elevation . 

And that 's not all. Our Model 
586/686 is now available with 
either a red ramp or an adjustable 
four-position front sight on 6" and 
8%" barrels, making this· the only 
production .357 Magnum revolver 

offering a tu I ly adjustable front 
sight. Each position adjusts in

dividually wifh a positive 
" click" for a fast change in 
elevation or range without 
rear sight adjustment. So 
now you can match the p'ower 
of twavy loads with the speed 
of rapid front sight adjust-
ment for maximum accuracy 
whether hun-ting , metallic 
si I houette or target shooting. 

Power. Speed. Custom 
features . Versati I ity ... value. 

It 's all there in one qual ity hand
gun. When you want one gun for 
every type of recreational shooting. 

YOU WANT IT 
TO BE A SMITH. 

Springfield, MA 01102-2208 

RR Red Ramp Front Sight Insert AF Adjustable Front Sight RS Plain Rear Sight WO White Outline Rear Sight Notch TI Target Trigger CT Combat Trigger 
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