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e Tough Customers 
Dil lon Precision has sold over 50,000 pro

gressive reloaders, most of them to average 
shooters and darn nice guys. Some of our cus
tomers however are pretty damn tough. We 
can't give you all the details but we can tell 
you this. Dillon progressive reloaders are in 
use by members of the U.S. Special Forces, 
the U.S. Seal Team in Norfolk, VA, the IS
RAELI MILITARY INDUSTRIES and the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police. Agents from the 
U.S. Secret Service stuff Dillon loaded 9 mm's 
into their UZl's. Swat teams around the world 
prepare their special ammunition on Dillon re
loaders. Governments in Thailand, Equador 
and the Phi lippines protect their leaders with 
Dillon ammo. Rumor has it that Dillon loaded 
ammunition went ashore in Grenada. Hell , 
even Rambo's blanks were loaded on a Dil lon . 
Wherever there is need for special purpose 
ammunition that absolutely must not fai l - Dil
lon is there. 

e The New Dillon RL550 
Based on the RL450, the best selling pro

gressive reloader in history, the new AL550 
fills the demands of the worlds toughest cus
tomers. The new automatic powder and primer 
systems, combined with interchangeable die 
holding tool heads, make the Dillon RL550 
incredibly simple for a beginner, as well as 
quickly producing match grade ammo for the 
professional. The Dillon RL550 is available in 
over 115 different rifle and pistol calibers. 
Priced at $234.95, the Dillon RL550 is com
plete to load one caliber, less dies. 

e Your Choice 
There are less expensive reloaders than the 

RL550 and the choice of the worlds toughest 
customers may be more reloader than you 
need, but before you put your. money down 
consider this. Out of all of the claims and prom
ises for performance, only Dillon will let you try 
the RL550 for 30 days. If it doesn't live up to 
our claims or your expectations return it, we'll 
refund your money including postage .. our 
warranty is simple, no fine print, no time l1m1t, 
no games. Commercial reloader or weekend 
warrior, 500 rounds or 500,000 - 1f 11 breaks 
we'll fix it, free. 

e Dillon Progressive Reloading Die 
Sets 

Dillon's tapered carbide sizing die guaran
tees that your bullets will always be tight. Our 
super seating dies have a large "open radius" 
entrance. Starting bullets has never been eas
ier. Accu-crimping takes the mystery out of 
how much crimp is enough. $39.95 in 38/357, 
45 ACP, 9MM and 44 Mag. 

e You Can't Do Without Em 
Dillon's High Quality Alloy Primer Flip Tray 

- $10.50 

Precision Primer Pick Up Tubes - 4 for 
$10.00 

Dillon Caliber Cbnversion Kits - $23.00 
RL550 Interchangeable Die Holders - 3 for 

$25.00 

e Dillon Electric Case Trimmer 
Case trimming has always been the most 

unpleasant part of reloading . The RT1200 
takes the work out by simultaneously sizing 
and trimming cases. Available in 223, 308 or 
30/06. $98.50. 

e Dillon Super Swage 600 
Until now, re-using military brass with its 

crimped in primers has been a slow and un
certain task. The Dillon solution is a remark
ably simple device that allowsJou to swage 
the primer pocket with speed an ease. $39.95 
complete for large and small primers. 

e Urban Camouflage 
Blend into the firing line at your local range 

in Dillon blue. Caps $4.50, Tee Shirts $6.50, 
Golf Shirts $18.50, Shooters' Jackets $34.95. 

e Order Now 
All Dillon products are sold factory di

rect and backed by a simple sales policy. 
Try our products for 30 days; if you are 
not completely satisfied, simply return for 
a full refund . Ordering from Dillon Preci
sion is simple. Call us TOLL FREE. A 
member of our staff will be glad to take 
your order. Please have your Visa or 
Master Card ready when you call. If you 
prefer, we will ship C.O.D. cash with no 
extra C.O.D. charge. All RL550 presses 
are shipped freight paid within the contin
ental U.S. All other orders are subject to a 
$4.00 shipping/handling fee. Call Toll Free 
1-800-421-7632. In Arizona 602-948-8009. 
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Products, Inc. 
7442 E. Butherus Drive 
Scottsdale , Az 85260 

TOLL FREE 
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CHRONOGRAPH BREAKTHROUGH 

INTRODUCING THE PACT PC 
''Out performs the ex

pensive chronographs at 
a fraction of the cost" 
. . . Ross Seyfried 

Until now shooters looking for a dedicated 
chronograph have been torn between two 
choices. To go with a full feature skyscreen 
based system at a premium price. Or purchase 
a low end "break screen" or "down range 
box" at a more reasonable price but lacking 
the ease of use and superior performance of 
the microprocessor based skyscreen 
machines. 
• each time you fire 

. I I : -1·.:;: 

·.,,::!, =-,,::. ·-::= 
.... l · ... -· n .._ 

..... -! 4···· 1 . .::1.:.i-. ( a 

After you complete your string, you press 
the REVIEW button to see the following: 

I l I tr~.:.12 ::::;::.J.61 a 7 
LOiNJ4 344121 n 1 

• highest and lowest velocities 

~ ·. ·-·-· 
") ·j 
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• extreme spread and average deviation of 
your rounds 

#O:i. :;i::j.:52 a 4 

• each shot can be individually reviewed 

While the PACT Precision Chronograph con
tains all the features normally found on ex
pensive chrono.graphs , it also has many 
features not found on the high priced units: 

• Retractable tilt stand for easy viewing. 
• Self contained rechargeable Gel Cell bat
tery with external charger. 

WHY SKYSCREENS? 
The PACT uses inexpensive skyscreens to 

detect the bullet velocity. Why didn't we set 
it up so that you can shoot over the box? 
Because we think it's stupid to launch bJJllets 
over things that cost lots of money. Now I 
realize that you never miss, but a day rarely 
goes by that we don't get an order for a 
replacement skyscreen body. 

LOW REPLACEMENT COSTS 
Usually, when you shoot a skyscreen, you 

only break its plastic body without breaking 
the "eye" at the bottom of the skyscreen. In 
this case you are only out $2.50 for a new 
skyscreen body. In the worst case, if you had 
to replace the whole skyscreen body, you 
would only be out $15.00 . Compare this to 
the cost of putting a bullet through the front 
of even the cheapest of the "down range 
boxes''. 

EASY TO SET UP 
Simply mount your screens to a two foot 

board or our optional SKYSCREEN BRACKET, 
which attaches to any standard camera tripod, 
plug the skyscreen cables into the back of the 
PC which sits safely next to you for easy con
trol and viewing . 

OEHLER OWNERS 

In addition all shots can be Individually 
reviewed after you have finished your string. 
Why is that important? With other 
chronographs you must shoot, stop, put down 
your 9un, pick up your pencil, write down your 
velocity, put down your pencil, pick up your Beat the high cost of screen replacement. 
gun and repeat. That stinks! With the PACT PACT skyscreens can be useq as a direct 
PC, fire your whole string, up to 200 shots, replacement for OEHLER Skyscreen ll's . The 
then use the REVIEW button to receive a PACT skyscreen bracket will hold a pair of 
statistacal summary of your string followed by PACT skyscreens, Skyscreen ll's or Skyscreen 
the display of each shot fired . Ill's at a convenient two foot separation. 

$199 
[ skyscreens included] 

30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
If you are not 100% satisfied with the per

formance of any PACT product, send it back 
undamaged [no fair driving over it] and we will 
refund your money. That's our promise and 
you can depend on It . 

DO IT TODAY 
Ordering a PACT Precision Chronograph 
is easy! 

BY PHONE: 1-800-722-8462 
[In Texas] : 1-214-641-0049 

BY MAIL:We'll need to know your 
name, shipping address and daytime 
phone number. Please enclose a per
sonal check, bank check, money order 
or card number and expiration date 
from your VISA or MASTERCARD. 
C.O.D. orders welcome! 

PACT PRECISION CHRONOGRAPH
$199.00 
PACT SKYSCREEN BRACKET [Optional 
but nice] ·$24.00 
PACT SKY SCREENS $15. EACH $25./PAIR 

Shipping & Insurance - $5 UPS 
GROUND, $10 UPS AIR. 4% charge for 
VISA or MASTERCARD. Texas 
residents add 5.25% sales tax. 

BROCHURE AVAILABLE covering the 
PACT product line . $1.00 refundable 
with first purchase. 

One year limited warranty 

P.O. Box 531525 
Grand Prairie, TX 75053 

[214] 641-0049 
1-800-PACT INC 

PACT, Precision Chronograph, PACT PC are Trademarks of Practical Applied Computer Technology, Inc. 



THE GUl1D SPEAKS 
GEORGE WESSINGER 

HANDGUNNER'S COVERAGE PLAYS 
ROLE IN PROSPERITY OF THE GUILD 

This issue marks the American Handgun
ners celebration of ten years of outstand

ing service to the handgunners of America. 
The title of this publication is very appropri
ate. The quality and attention to detail has 
been tremendous, right from the beginning, 
and the American Pistolsmiths Guil.d pays 
tribute to the American Handgunner for a job 
well done. 

We say a heartfelt "Thanks" for so many 
fine contributions to the industry, the 
pistolsmithing profession, and the handgun
ning public in general. 

The American Pistolsmiths Guil.d is in the 
very unique position of being able to identify 
with the last ten years of handgunning and 
with the American Handgunner. In 1977, just 
one year after the first issue of the 
Handgunner hit the newsstand with a bang, 
the American Pistolsmiths Guild was 
formed. This organization could not have 
begun had it not been for the help and strong 
encouragement of Jerry Rakusan, Editorial 

Director of the American Handgunner. 
Jerry was there from the very beginning. 

He attended the first Guild meeting, where 
the organization was put together, and he has 
been to every meeting since. His strong influ
ence and assistance have been an inspiration 
to the members and have helped the Guild 
become the fine organization it is today. 

During the early 1970s, the tremendous 
popularity of handguns was growing by leaps 
and bounds . Handgun hunting , home 
defense, collecting, police revolver matches, 
IPSC matches, handgun silhouette matches, 
both long range and short, and many other 
types of handgun competition created a large 
market for custom pistolsmithing. 

The shooting industry as a whole was in 
the midst of sweeping change and the hand
gun was rapidly becoming the dominant fire
arm. Handgun competitions were growing at 
an unbelievable rate. New types of pistol 
matches were •g hold and changing the 
handgun competition picture. 

This boom caused many "gunsmiths" to 
suddenly become "pistolsmiths." It also cre
ated such a need for custom modifications to 
handguns that many people hung out shin
gles, began to advertise, and overnight 
became "Custom Pistolsmiths." Unfortu
nately, many were not qualified and a lot of 
handguns were butchered. 

At the same time there were many excel
lent, well trained and well qualified , crafts
men who were producing fine quality work 
and began to turn out some of the most 
advanced handguns ever seen. Accuracy, 
dependability and quality workmanship 
became the watchword. 

With these facts in mind , and with the 
encouragement of Jerry Rakusan , Lou 
Ciamillo of Maryland Gun Works and Joe 
Kassay of Joe K's Inc. felt that some sort of 
organization promoting quality work and 
honest dealings was needed. They polled a 
number of the top pistolsmiths in the country 
and the idea of the American Pistolsmiths 
Guild was born. 

The first official meeting in 1977 was held 
at the National Police Revolver Champion
ships in Jackson, Miss. Eleven of the nation's 
top pistolsmiths met. After much discussion 
a set of By-Laws was written, a charter 
drawn up, officers elected, and the Guild 
began. The charter members' common 
desire was to promote a standard of quality, 
honesty, and workmanship in the 
pistolsmithing trade. This would be accom
plished by ascertaining the competency of 

THE MIKRO HANDGUN SCO 
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BURRIS HAS EXCITING NEWS 
FOR THE HANDGUNNER . .. the 
newly designed Mikro Handgun 
Scope. It's small in size for quick 
handling, good looks and convenient 
carrying. It's big in performance with 
high quality optics and rugged con
struction. With a compact 5/8 inch 
tube and weighing only 4 ounces, the 

Mikro Scope eliminates that top 
heavy look and feel when mounted 
on any handgun. 

The Mikro Scope is made to the same 
high quality specifications you expect 
in all Burris products; fully coated 
lenses, rugged magnum proof con
struction, crisp click adjustments, and is 
available in 2X and 3X magnifications. 

See Burris products at your dealer or send 
50' for catalog to: BURRIS COMPANY, 
INC., P.O. Box 1747, Greeley, CO 80632 

100% MADE IN USA 
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Safari-laminate Process. 
TM 

Experience Innovation 
with purpose . 
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NO COMPETITION. 

When it comes to match coverage, AMERICAN 
HANDGUNNER has no competition. 

Other magazines may cover the matches but not one 
of them brings you the in-depth reporting on who wins, 
who loses and why, the way that AMERICAN 
HANDGUNNER does. 

For the past ten years HANDGUNNER has given 
you the inside scoop on such major matches as: the I PSC 
Nationals, NRA Bianchi Cup, Steel Challenge, IHMSA 
Championships, Pin Busters, and PPC Police Revolver 
Championships. 

HANDGUNNER doesn't stop short with it's match 
coverage either. You get more than just names, times and 
scores. HANDGUN NE R goes behind the scenes to tell 
you about the guns, ammo, and shooting techniques 

used by the champions-information important in your 
development as a top competitor. 

Match coverage is only a part of HANDGUNNER's 
10 year success story. Every issue brings you up to date 
on the latest handgun designs, ammunition, and shoot
ing techniques plus a whole lot more. 

Once you decide to read AMERICAN 
HANDGUNNER regularly, you'll know why it's: 

America's First ... 
America's Only Handgun Magazine. 

iii GUMMER 
Use the adioining postage paid card or write to HANDGUNNER 

P.O. Box 16439, San Diego, CA 92116 to start your subscription today! 



individuals before they could be recognized 
and admitted to the Guild. 

The charter membership list reads like a 
Whos Who in the pistolsmithing trade: Lou 
Ciamillo, Joe Kassay, Jim Clark, Ron Power, 
Jerry Moran, Ken Eversall, Travis Strahan, 
Greg Roberts, Walt Sherman, Royce Wed
dle, and Bill Davis. 

Other goals included: To provide a free 
exchange of technical data between members 
of the Guild. To foster a fraternal feeling 
among its members. To do the things that 
stand for the benefit of the organization and 
the advancement of the pistolsmithing profes
sion. To provide the shooter with information 
regarding some particular type of work 
desired and to advise if a quality pistolsmith 
was available near a prospective customer. 

With these goals and ideals in mind, the 
requirements for membership to the Guild 
were, naturally, very strict. Only experi
enced and•talented pistolsmiths were consid
ered. This insured the shooter who chose a 
Guild member to build a custom gun that the 
workmanship produced by that smith was 
recognized by the best pistolsmiths in the 
country as being of excellent quality. 

The Guild was organized by gunsmiths 
who specialized in custom pistol work and 
has historically been limited to this type of 
person, since the gunsmith that is not 
involved in custom pistol work to this extent, 
generally, would not meet the requirements. 

Pistolsmiths who applied to the Guild for 
membership were screened by the current 
membership as to reputation, quality of 
workmanship, experience and manner in 
which they conducted their business. Each 
prospective member was required to attend a 
business meeting and display representative 
examples of his custom pistol work for the 
members to judge, before accepting him for 
membership. 

Each member was, and still is, required to 
give an unconditional guarantee with all of 
his work. Failure to comply with this or any 
other Guild By-Law could result in a vote by 
the membership to expel the member from 
the organization. 

Since we realize that there are many repu
table gunsmiths who are not members of the 
Guild, it should be pointed out that nothing in 
this article should be construed to imply that 
because a person is not a Guild member his 
work is not satisfactory. 

In the beginning, most of the Guild mem
bers specialized to a great extent in the build
ing of custom bull-barreled handguns for 
PPC competition since that was one of the 
strongest shooting disciplines at that time. 
Over the years this of course has changed and 
many members have been added to the Guild 
roster. The membership is now made up of 
pistolsmiths who specialize in every handgun 
shooting discipline known. The members are 
extremely diversified and are building some 
of the most advanced handguns that can be 
imagined. There is continually a great deal of 
experimenting going on and each new day 
brings more new ideas. These guys are build
ing state-of-the-art handguns suitable for the 
many types of hunting and competitive sport 
shooting events in vogue today. 

Over the past nine years, the Guild has 
been supported and encouraged by many 
people and organizations in the shooting 
industry. We have prospered and grown due 
to the dedication and work of the elected 
officers and many of the members. 

During the past decade the shooting indus
try has grown and prospered with us, 
especially the handgun related portion of the 
industry. Much of this growth and prosperity 
has been directly due to the American Hand
gunner magazine which has been such a vital 
part of the industry and has contributed so 
much to it. 

The exposure given the Guild by the 
Handgunner has been instrumental in the 
growth of the Guild. The American Hand
gunners wide-spread readership has helped 
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the Guild inform the public of reliable, repu
table craftsmen in their area. This column, 
which has been a feature in the magazine for 
over a year now, has introduced new mem
bers, new ideas, new products, and innova
tions of Guild members. It has made the 
public, as well as the industry, aware of the 
Guild and what it stands for. 

Again, the Guild salutes the American 
Handgunner for having done such a tremen
dous job. We thank the Handgunner and its 
very talented and dedicated staff for all it has 
meant to us and the handgunning public. 

We wish for you another ten years of 
growth and prosperity and we hope to con
tinue, hand in hand , to promote quality, 
honesty , and good workmanship -.., 
in the pistolsmithing profession . ~ 
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TEN YEARS OF HANDGUN HUNTING
J.D. REFLECTS ON ITS EVOLUTION 

Eleven years ago the Handgunner was a 
gleam in the eye of Editorial Director 

Jerry Rakusan. Several of us had talked of 
starting a magazine covering strictly hand
gun sports, but Jerry is the guy that made it 
happen. He deserves the credit-or blame
for the American Handgunner. 

Personally, I think it is credit. The 
Handgunner is obviously successful or it 
wouldn't have stayed in business for ten 
years. Together, the Handgunner and the 
sport of handgunning have flourished. I 
seriously doubt if either would have pro
gressed as far, in the last ten years, without 
the other as they have together. 

The boss says this column should be a 
progress report of the last ten years of hand
gun hunting. I've given the column some 
thought over the past few days and really 
don't think the last ten years make much sense 
without including some key discoveries 
important to the sport that took place in the 
preceding 10-15 years. 

Since I was involved in much of it, I'm 
speaking from being there; not hearsay. 

Many of you probably aren't aware that 
high performance jacketed handgun 
ammunition is a rather recent invention. If 
you aren't aware of these facts, Lee Jurras 
was the man who did a great deal of the 
development of it in the early Sixties. I know 
it to be fact because I did some of it myself. 

When Lee fired up Super Vel in 1966 and 
began producing high velocity, factory 
loaded ammunition the Biggies scoffed at the 
upstart company. A few years later, after 
Super Vel sales dug its way into a significant 
market share, the Biggies decided it was time 
to get into the high performance handgun 
ammo business. They didn't innovate-they 
were forced to keep up. This is a significant 
discovery, an influence on handgun ammo 
that will be felt as long as handguns are made 
and used . 

Warren Center developed the Contender 
single shot pistol and found a way to effec-

tively manufacture and market it at a very 
reasonable price. The single shot Contender 
was the first pistol marketed successfully that 
was intended for hunting use. 

The XP-100 came along in the early Sixties 
but its sales were very low. The Contender 
has outsold it since its inception. Contender's 
introduction of rifle cartridges for pistol use 
is another significant step as is the develop
ment of the 30 and 357 Herrett cartridges by 
Steve Herrett. 

Harry Sanford introduced the Auto Mag 
pistols that combined high performance in a 
very strong semi-automatic design . The real
ization of this significant step is still to be seen 
in effective hunting guns. But it will be. 

Pure nostalgia - I remember shooting a 
nine-inch, 300 yard, ten-shot group with an 
iron sighted 357 Auto Mag in a moderately 
heavy crosswind. Will the more modern 
designs keep up with that? 

Right now we are living the "good old 
days." In 1976 I was working harder and 
having a hell of a lot less fun. Bought a 1976 
Buick-the last of the bathtubs with an 
EPAed-to-death V-8 that barely ran. Don't 
even think about the mileage. I got in a lot 
more shooting and a lot less hunting. Did a 
fair amount of experimenting with every
thing I could get my hands on that made loud 
noises. 

The progress of handgun hunting since 
1976 has been enormous and can be 
attributed to a few individuals and firms that 
developed the hardware and promoted the 
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by Michaels of Oregon 

SIDEKICK® 
Holsters for Every Handgunner 

Whether you hunt big 
game with a scoped .44 
magnum or tuck a palm
sized auto into your 
waistband, SIDEKICK 
holsters are the strongest, 
lightest and most comfort
able way to carry your 
handgun. 

The patented 3-layer 
laminate of CORDURA® 
nylon , waterproof closed 
cell foam padding and 
smooth nylon lining creates 
a holster that protects the 
gun from bumps and nicks 
and contains nothing that 
could harm the finish or 
blueing. 

This same laminate has 
enough stretch to fit a 
number of guns within a 
size category, yet has a 
memory that brings it back 
to its original shape when 
the gun is removed. 

Smooth 
nylon 
lining 

Waterproof 
closed-cell 
loam padding 

Safety strap 
with front 
adjustment 
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Send $1 .00 for 32-page catalog and 
price list to Michaels of Oregon, Dept. 
AHG-11 , P.O. Box 13010, Portland, 
Oregon 97213. 
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SIDEKICK"' Hip Holster 

If you shoot a lot, you'll like the way the 
famous SIDEKICK Hip Ho1$ter holds the gun 
securely, but won't hang it up .when you draw. 
A patented sight channel protects the inside 
of the holster from sharp blade sights, and 
the safety strap adjusts conveniently from the 
front. Choose from 11 sizes in camouflage or 
black, right or left. 

A special field test team of the North 
American Hunting Club put SIDEKICK Vertical 
Shoulder Holsters through exhaustive trials 
last summer, and unanimously recommended 
these rigs to their 100,000 members. 

The Super Belt Slide 
holster is made of an 
extra-thin laminate and 
has double belt loops to 
flatten the gun against 
your side. Very conceal
able and super comforta
ble, this holster has a 
Velcro-attached , metal
reinforced thumb break 
to get the weapon out in 
a hurry. 

The SIDEKICK Horizon
tal Shoulder holster 
virtually disappears 
under your jacket. The 
super flat, super comfort
able shoulder harness 
keeps the gun steady 
beneath your arm, and 
the offside tie-down lets 
you carry pouches for 
speedloaders, extra 
clips or handcuffs. 

SIDEKICK"' Vertical Shoulder Holster 

You can carry anything from a Colt .45 to a 
scoped double action with an 8112-inch barrel 
all day long in one of these holsters. Secret 
is in the ingenious harness that holds the 
holster firmly against your side, and even 
carries one or more belt accessories on the 
offside tiedown. 

"Uncle Mike's" has perfected four conceal
ment-style SIDEKICK holsters for autos and 
shorter-barreled revolvers. All are available in 
black CORDURA® nylon and in either right or 
left or ambidextrous models. 

Carry a small handgun 
hidden beneath your 
pants leg for many hours 
in complete comfort with 
the SIDEKICK Ankle 
holster. An extra thin 
laminate keeps it com
pact, while the contoured 
design and Velcro suspen
sion system make the hol
ster conform to your leg. 

Another holster for a 
backup gun is the small, 
but effective SIDEKICK 
Inside-the-Pant model. 
A spring clip holds it in 
place, while the very thin 
material adds almost 
nothing to the bulk of 
the gun. 

GETTHE STORY ON THE COMPLETE SIDEKICK LINE 

Holsters Belts Belt Accessories Scabbards Hunter's Saw Fanny Packs 



sport. Several years ago government figures 
indicated 1.6 million handgun hunters. In 
1976, I doubt ifthere were 150,000. On more 
than one occasion the Handgunner seemed 
about ready to discontinue articles on hunt
ing due to having printed several hunting 
articles and receiving a few complaint letters 
from antis. 

The general progress in guns, calibers, 
and ammunition by major companies over 
the past ten years is startlingly lacking. Hunt
ers probably outnumber silhouette shooters 
by 100-to-one and the major companies know 
it - and go crazy over silhouette models. 
Doesn't make good sense to me, but it did 
lead to the development of the Redhawk, Dan 
Wesson 44 and the 357 Maximum, which 
was introduced by Ruger and now survives in 
the TIC, Dan Wesson, Wichita and Merrill. 
And maybe a new one called the Competitor. 

Accuracy has improved in the TIC due 
primarily to competition influences. I don't 
really see anything to brag about in the way 
of improvements in revolver accuracy. Any
thing that has a wheel to hold the ammo and 
that will consistently group less than five
inches at 100 yards is a rare one. Auto pistol 
accuracy is adequate for only short range 
hunting. 

As far as guns are concerned, the LAR 
Grizzly fires the 45 Win Mag cartridge 
which is the only auto pistol cartridge worth 
using for any serious hunting and it suffers 
from the drawback of not having better-than
revol ver-accuracy. Powerwise, it isn't far 

behind the 44 Mag. 
The only significant development in new 

revolver cartridges is the introduction of the 
454 Casull cartridge in the Freedom Arms 
revolver. The 454 is very powerful and the 
Freedom Arms revolver is, in my opinion, 
the highest quality revolver you can buy. It is 
a five shooter and has a wide array of models 
and barrel lengths. It will also be available in 
44Mag. 

My development of the 320 grain cast 
bullet for the 44 Mag is important in that it 
gives the 44 Mag the penetration to take any 
animal. I don't recommend it for elephant, 
but it has taken several. The 454 has to be 
loaded right to match or exceed its penetra
tion. One of the better ways to do it is to use 
the same design in 340 grain 45 caliber. 

The 320-44 should be given consideration 
when animal size reaches elk, and it kills 
smaller animals as well or better than any 
other cast bullet. 

New is the 320 JDJ cast bullet with two 
crimp grooves. One for short cylindered 
guns such as the S&W or Super Blackhawk, 
and the other for long cylinders found on the 
Redhawk and Dan Wesson. Seating the bullet 
long in the long cylinders leaves more room 
for powder and increasing velocities 100 fps 
is easy. 

The development of the JDJ line of car
tridges for TICs - particularly the 375 JDJ 
which has the capability of taking any animal 
that walks, cfawls and probably swims, if 
you can get the Tight shot - has been tremen-

dous. This cartridge in the custom SSK bar
rels for Contenders has become the world 
standard for handgun hunters and all others 
must be judged in relation to it because at this 
point none come close to equalling it as an all 
around cartridge suitable for use on any 
animal. 

To give an idea of its popularity- in 1984 
hunters harvested 12-14 elephant that I know 
of with it. The first three winners of the 
Handgun Hunters Hall of Fame Award have 
all used it, as have thousands of others. 

The rest of the JDJ cartridges all have their 
place providing as much power, range and 
accuracy as can be gotten from a TIC. 

Larry Kelly has had a tremendous impact 
on handgun hunting. His Mag-Na-Port ads 
have featured hunting for years. His achieve
ments and publicity have interested thou
sands of individuals in hunting. His Stalker 
custom hunting revolvers are indicative of 
the man's thinking- as is his founding of the 
Handgun Hunters Hall of Fame and 
Museum. No one has as yet equaled the vari
ety of game taken with a handgun that Larry's 
taken. 

The Handgun Hunters Hall of Fame , in its 
three years of existence, has awarded its 
Hunter of the year award each year. The first 
winner was Bob Good , second-Lucky 
Nightengale (who may well catch up with 
Kelly) and third-Tom Hammond. The 
achievements of these men are noteworthy as 
are the achievements of many, many others 
who have not sought or been given the recog
nition of others. 

liiiiiiiiiijiiijiijijfi~iiiiij~iiiiiiiiiiil Six years ago I founded Handgun Hunters I International which is a self-explanatory 
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organization. Just what its impact has been 
I'm not sure, but I'm enjoying it with a lot of 
other people. 

Gunwriters writing of handgun hunting 
played a big part in increasing the popularity 
of the sport. I suppose it's now reaching a 
plateau with more and more highly respected 
writers picking up the handgun when it 
comes time to go hunting for their own enjoy
ment and not just part of the job. 

Handgun hunting of big game is now legal 
in all but a few states. Ohio, and possibly 
Indiana, legalized it for 1986. A few states are 
holdouts for one reason or another. The 
entire combination of events has led to a lot 
more people enjoying a rapidly growing 
sport. Many hunters are ranging world-wide 
with handguns, hunting any and everything 
possible. Certainly there are legal problems 
in some countries - but they are becoming 
fewer - and many countries considered off 
limits for handgunners are now allowing 
handgun hunting. 

The big question now is, "What does the 
future hold?" Well, I can't tell any better than 
you, but the hardware is adequate and the 
general future of handgun hunting depends 
on the general future of hunting itself. Deer 
hunting in the U.S. is better than it ever has 
been thanks to skillful game management. I 
think our biggest problems in the next decade 
will be legal ones - as well as the one that has 
plagued mankind since its existence. Where 
do I get the money ~ 
and time to do it? ~ 
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Knowing your bullet won't come apart when it reaches the target can give you 
a lot of extra confidence. That's why hunters all over the world load Homady 
InterLock® bullets. They've seen how our exclusive InterLock feature locks 
a bullet's jacket and core together to keep more weight working after impact. 
By reloading with Homady InterLock bullets, you're assured of deep penetration, 
maximum expansion and clean, one-shot kills. And you get more choice. The 
InterLock is now available in 53 Homady hunting bullets in 15 different 
calibers. Get effective stopping power at any range. See your Homady dealer 
today or write for a copy of our latest Shooter's Guide. 

We're what 
reloading is 

IHI 
all about. 

'?,!M~:!~~2096 
Box 1848, Grand Island, NE 68802·1848 



For three quarters of a century 
This gun has served us ll'ell, 

On our march to Victory-
011 our march through Hell. 

Its long and glorious day is done 
'Twill take its place beside 

The Sharps, Springfield and Garand Ml 
Th' emblems of our pride. 

We'll miss it. And who are we -
Who with the gun grow old? 

Jfe're America's Fighting Men, and we 
Stopped 'em with it. Cold. 

From "Farewell Old .45" 
by The American Historical Foundation 

Old slabsides." "Hand Cannon." ''Kicks like a 
mule." "Thumbbuster!' ''Pocket Artillery." 

Since 1911, America's Fighting Men have 
defended our freedom with the .45 Automatic. 

The design is older than most living Americans. 
But this pistol served longer, fought more battles 
and won more medals of valor than any other 
firearm in America's histo!Y. It was the first
and most powerful- heavy caliber automatic 

A jiring Limite<l Edition of 2500 selectively 
plated with 24-karat gold, that hails the days 

of glory of the old .45. 

pistol ever adopted for service use in the world. 
And its battlefield reliability, combined with the 
knockdown punch of the .45 ACP ammo, have 
made it one of the - if not the - most famous and 
beloved handgun in American military history. 

Ironically, times change, and this proud work
horse is being put out to pasture - being replaced 
by a 9mrn pistol. 

But now, after 75 years of gallant use by our men 
in uniform - The American Historical Foundation 
is proud to hail the qays of glory of the old .45 by 
announcing the firing, limited edition World War 
II Commemorative M1911Al .45 Automatic. 

When you hold this two and a half pounds of 
steel, gold and walnut you will recall the valor of 
Guadalcanal, Normandy, Iwo Jima,the Ardennes 
and the many distant battlefields that it once 
called home. It is a dramatic symbol of victory. 

FIRING LIMITED 
EDITION OF ONLY 2500; 

SERIALN0.1 
TO NRA MUSEUM 

This is a firing limited edition of only 2500, 
worldwide. Each is specially serially numbered 
between 0001 and 2500, with the prefix WW (for 
World War II). This number is also inscribed on 
an accompanying Certificate of Authenticity. 
Serial No. 1 has been presented to the National 
Rifle Association's museum in Washington, D.C. 

The fit and finish of each World War II Com
memorative .45 Automatic is presentation grade. 
Special inscriptions are etched and gold-gilt 
infilled on the slide. The flats of the receiver and 
slide are mirror polished and richly blued to con
trast with the matt-finished, non-reflective, 

non-slip curved surfaces. 

MORE 24-KARAT GOLD 
PLATING THAN ANY OTHER 

.45 EVER ISSUED 
This M1911Al has more 24-karat gold plating 

than any other .45 commemorative ever issued. 
The trigger, hammer, slide stop and magazine 
release are smoothly polished and richly plated 

with gold. Even the grip screws are 24-karat 
gold plated. The hammer is the early, wide-spur 
design, and the G.I. lanyard loop is mounted on 
the mainspring housing. And all parts are inter
changeable with G.1.-issued pistols. 

SELECT BURL WALNUT 
STOCKS- SPECIALLY 

FINISHED 
The beautifully figured American walnut stocks 

are specially crafted for this edition by the 
respected company of Herrett's. They are hand
finished with seven coats of lacquer to the "piano-



rde" finish found on the finest presentation 
~de shotguns. 
~ch stock is fitted with a gold plated and black 

~~lJc~;;~m~;;~PIECE 
~ handcrafted M191JA1 Automatic is a 
~y functional, firing handgun. And because it's 
~ing weapon it could even be called upon to 
fend your home, family or country-with the 
p:ie famous .45 ACP ammo Gls have used since 

~ccording to published accounts, it was 
~adier General John T. Thompson whose " ... 
orts in this direction are probably more respon
lle than anything else for the working out of the 
r:sent service ... automatic pistol (1911 Model)!' 
rhe .45 ACP rimless cartridge for this pistol is 
p credited to him. So, we went to Thompson/ 
~o-Ordnance Corporation, the company he 
1nded to make his Thompson Submachine Gun, 

tom build this .45 Commemorative to our 
·'cations. 

n fact, test firings of their .45 by the NRA 
ed its accuracy to be " ... significantly better 
the average as issued M1911!' 

COLLECTOR INTEREST 
~ 2500 will be made - making it one of the 
!St of all collectible firearms. Due to its highly 
ectible status, it has already been classified 

Curio· and Relic by the BATF. You will be 
d to own one and to hand it down to future 
ationsofyourfamily. 
furniture-grade walnut case is also available 

ou can display your World War II Commem
've on a desk, shelf or wall. With a locking 

acrylic glass lid, it makes your .45 a 
visible symbol to you, your family and 
your friends of your pride in American 
military history, while it protects your .45 
from dust and unauthorized handling. 

SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED; 

30 DAY INSPECTION 

This is available exclusively through The 
American Historical Foundation. You may write, 
call, personally visit or mail the reservation form 
below. You have full inspection privileges before 
you decide to keep it. Satisfaction is fully guaran
teed, or you may return the Commemorative 
within 30 days, no questions asked, for a prompt 
refund. With your reservation, you will also be 
made a Member of The American Historical 
Foundation, with Members in 29 countries around 
the world. 

H you do not have a Federal firearms license, 
the Foundation will coordinate delivery to you 
through your local firearms dealer, after your 
reservation is received here. H you do have a 
license, send a signed copy, and your World War 
II Commemorative .45 will be delivered directly 
to you. 

This is a lasting, tangible American symbol of 
the valor and sacrifices made by our country
men against the forces of darkness during World 
War II. The few men, museums and organizations 
who will own this rare, firing showpiece will find 
it becomes a centerpiece of their collection. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return in 30 Days for Full Refund 
To: The American Historical Foundation 

1142 West Grace Street, Dept. 893 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 
Telephone: (804) 353 -1812 
24 -hour toll free reservations: (800) 368 -8080 

Yes, I wish to reserve the World War II Commemorative 

~~s~4~:~~~m:t~~,~~dc~!r~~:k!.t~~f Z,:~~~tfc~!~; 
membel"ship in The American Historical Foundation and in
formation concerning the history, care, display and firing of 
military arms. 
0 My deposit of 595 (or credit card authorization) is enclosed. 

Please invoice (or charge my credit card) for the balance due ... 
0 in four equal payments of $175. 
0 for the balance. 

0 My payment in full (or my credit card authorization) for 
S795 is enclosed. 

D Also please send the optional, furniture-finished walnut 
display case. Please add $85 to Lhe final charge of the method 
of payment I have selected above. 

Name ............ . ......................... . 

Address ............ ... ..•...•...•...•...•... • 

For Visa, MasterCard or Anu.>rican Expr"ess, please send account 
number, expiration date and signature. Virginia residents add tax. 



INSIGHTS INTO IPSC ...................................................... ;~~"~""~ 
CAMERON HOPKINS i ~o~ 

·,,.""s -\9&'0. 

I AM JOE'S FRONT SIGHT, AND l'YE 
WATCHED IPSC CHANGE IN TEN YEARS 

l am Joe's front sight. I've sat on Joe's Colt 
slide for the past ten years, and I've seen 

many changes in IPSC since 1976. 
When Joe first started practical shooting 

after the founding of IPSC at the Columbia 
Conference, I was mounted on a lightweight 
Commander. Ahhhh , those were the days! 
Joe took me with him everywhere as I was 
the front sight for both his "carry gun" and his 
competition gun. 

You see, back then a carry gun and a 
competition gun were one and the same. Joe 
believed in me-I was silver soldered in 
place. I was, and still am, a ramp with serra
tions. And Joe trusted me with his life on that 
Commander. He also relied on me to acquire 
targets quickly in a match. Yes, those were 
the days. 

I've stayed centered in Joe's rear sight for a 
decade, and I've seen more than my fair share 
of pepper poppers clang as they collapse to 
hardball. Let me tell you what's happened to 
the guns of IPSC. 

I get no respect! Today I'm dovetailed into 

the compensator of a .38 Super "full-house 
game gun" and I never get to go out with Joe 
anymore. 

His once-trusted companion, I now play 
second-fiddle to some electronic gizmo with 
a little re<l dot. I get no respect! 

Twas a day I sat in a Milt Spark's Summer 
Special and went with Joe everywhere. Now 
Joe carries some space-age contraption from 
Austria made of plastic. It even shoots little
bitty bullets! My Austrian cousin, Herr Front 
Sight, has funny white dots painted on his 
face. He must be a Punk Rocker. 

Joe's lightweight Commander, my first 
home, saw a lot of action back in the mid
Seventies. But then Joe saw the writing on the 
wall when the early gamesmen started hang
ing six-inch barrels out of five-inch guns. 
They Mag-Na-Ported the last inch in what is 
looked at today as a primitive type of 
compensator . .. 

Joe liked to win matches, so he staked me 
onto a Government Model just behind that 
Mag-Na-Ported six-inch tube. My partner 

back then was a Bo-Mar rear sight. Me and 
Bo go back a long ways as Joe still keeps Bo 
on his current .38 Super gizmo gun. 

Come to think of it, me and Bo are about 
the only things that haven't changed in ten 
years. Except my ambidextrous buddy, 
Swenny. But even he has large "gas pedals" 
welded onto his once-graceful levers. 

But I digress. Joe and I competed together 
with his six-inch barreled Gov't until the next 
advance came along, the Clark Pin Gun. 

Joe learned that John Shaw won the 1980 
IPSC Nationals with a Bowling Pin Model, 
and he just had to have one. Joe sent me to 
Jim Clark, and Jim dovetailed me into the Pin 
Gun and made sure I stayed in place with a 
little set screw. 

Joe loved me on that Pin Gun. He said I 
kept still and didn't jump around like I'd just 
eaten a jalapefio. Joe figured that Pin Gun 
would really turn him into another John Shaw 
by the time of the 1981 Nationals. Joe hadn't 
quite yet figured out that talent wins matches, 
not gimmick guns. 

Joe showed me off to all his friends and 
bragged that I was mounted on a state-of-the
art pistol. But then along came this friendly 
guy from Arkansas who won the 1982 
Nationals with something called a 
compensator. 

Mike Plaxco figured out that an "expansion 
chamber" would help keep me from jumping 
up and down if part of the gases pushing the 
bullet down the barrel were channeled to go 
out the top of this gizmo, the compensator. 

Joe immediately ordered a Plaxco Com-

THE REVOLUTIONARY NEW BUSHNEW 
ONE-HANDER RANGEFINDER GIVES YOU MO 
ACCURACY FOR A QUICKER KILL EVERY TIME. 
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Seven On-Target Reasons Why: 
• Sight and focus accurately 
with one hand, not two 
hands as with ordinary 
rangefinders. So one hand 
is always on your weapon. 
• Lightweight, 5x20 
compact design. 
• Three big-game 
ranging reticles. 

© 1986 Bausch & Lomb 

• lnstaFocus® System. 
• Bright, porro prism optics 
for greater accuracy than 
any other short-range 
split-image rangefinder. 

• Doubles as a 5 power 
spotting scope. 

• Very simply-the Ooe
gives you the biggest 
advantage you have ever 
in the field. 

BUSHnE 
DIVISION OFBAU8Cll& 

\llu(Jlle )OOl'Self the bigbelit 91andardala 
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pensator and sent me and Bo to be installed. 
Mike fastened me on the compensator just 

behind the muzzle. I was used to being traded 
back and forth from gun to gun by now, and 
didn't think much about it. Until Mike test 
fired me. What a shock! 

Ouch! Those gases are hot! And they 
scorch me as they erupt from the twin ports 
in the expansion chamber. To add insult to 
injury, the gases made me all dirty and then 
Joe had to scrape me clean with a pocket 
knife. Ouch! 

But that new compensator really shined. 
Joe said I stayed still much more than when I 
sat on the Pin Gun. Joe was confident he 
would win the 1983 Nationals with me and his 
new Plaxco comp. 

Of course Joe had never heard of a dude 
named Rob Leatham or a pistolsmith named 
Bill Wilson. Joe shot well in the '83 
Nationals, actually as well as I've ever seen 
him shoot. He held me steady and watched 
me relentlessly. 

Funny thing, people are always saying 
they should watch me closely. I don't know 
what it is-do I have warts, or what? 

Anyway, Joe Jost the match to Rob 
Leatham and something called an Accu
Comp. During a lull in the action, I hollered 
over at my cousin on the Accu-Comp. · 

"Hey cuz, how come you're beating the 
sight-black off me?" 

"Not too hard when Joe's watching you 
wiggle." 

"Very funny. Joe can't be blamed for all of 
it, he's practiced hard. What's your secret?" 

"Well, I'm sittin' here on top of Old 
Smokey. This here A-Q-Comp really spits 
the flames out! My boss, Rob, says that I sit 
still like a well behaved kid in church. Says I 
hardly move at all thanks to this A-Q-Comp." 

''Isn't that Accu-Comp?" 
"Not down-south, pardna." 
And, as you may have guessed, Joe had to 

have one of my cousin's A-Q-Comps. He sent 
me and Bo to Wilson's shop and had us 
installed on an Accu-Comp. 

My ride on the Wilson Combat gun was 
my last buckin' bronco thrill on a .45 caliber 
pistol. Joe fell in love with that sweetheart of 
a gun, and he said I hardly moved at all 
during recoil. 

Joe figured he was in Nirvana, that never
never land IPSC shooters dream about where 
all guns make major with zero muzzle jump. 

Much to my pleasant surprise, I found the 
Accu-Comp design with a single large port -
as opposed to twin ports on the Plaxco -
prevented those hot gases from burning me. 
No more pocket knives up my tender places! 
Joe muttered something about the Accu
Comp design being more efficient and chan
neling the volcano straight up. 

Home at last! After moving from gun to 
gun more times than an Army Brat changes 
schools, I figured Joe had finally found "It." It 
being the Ultimate IPSC Pistol. 

Wrong, Union Carbide Breath! Just a year 
later this Leatham dude has to go and win 
another Nationals, 1984 this time, with yet 
another Star Wars gun. This time it was again 
a Wilson Accu-Comp, but in .38 Super. 

Hold everything, stop right there. What's 
this .38 Super nonsense? I thought I was a 
part of a pistol designed as a fight-stopper. I 
thought I was part of Joe's weapon, not part 
of Joe's toy. 

Joe sent me back to Wilson and Bill put me 
on a .38 Super Accu-Comp with one of those 
fancy new ''fully supported chamber" bar
rels. Joe said this prevents blown cases from 
hot loads in the Super. 

Joe shot that Super better than hetl ever 
shot before. I glanced down and saw these 
teeny-weeny, itty-bitty bullets screaming out 
the muzzle. Joe said they were 158 grain 
bullets, .357 in diameter, travelling at 1,100 
fps. 

I couldn't help wondering whatever hap
pened to the "V" in DVC. I've had literally 
thousands upon thousands of .45 caliber bul
lets zip beneath me, and I've concluded that 
those big bore bullets are indeed fighting 
bullets. They cut big holes and carry a Jot of 
stopping power. Now here come these mini
bullets (bullettes?) that calculate, on paper, as 
equal to the .45's major caliber rating. 

I think the egg-heads have pulled one over 
on us by passing the Super off as "major" 
caliber. Oh well, the egg-heads also said that, 
on paper, the roundnose .38 Special has a 
much higher RII (Relative Incapacitation 
Index) than the .45 ACP. 

So much for egg-heads. 
But I digress. Joe finally broke the Magic 

Mark of five seconds on an El Presidente 
with his new .38 Super. He found the 
increased magazine capacity of the Super to 
be a tremendous advantage, especially when 
bubble-headed match directors design 
courses with a total of 11 rounds. 

Joe was ready for the 1985 Nationals with 
his Super. He went to win. Much to Joe's 
chagrin, this Leatham character trashed one 
stage by hitting a hostage ("Got him now," 
thought Joe) but still won the match. Joe was 
impressed. So was I. 

Yes, things have changed a lot in the past 
ten years. Now I sit in a Rogers Combat 
Assault holster. I think Joe's old Summer 
Special is in the attic somewhere with his 
tattered copy of Cooper's Principles of Per
sonal Defense. 

Cooper's philosophy has gone the way of 
the tie-down holster. 

I saw Tom Campbell's chest holster come 
in, and go out. 

I saw Ross Seyfried win with real-live 
practical equipment. 

I remember when Mickey Fowler was a 
force to be reckoned with, rather than a 
legend. 

I recall a colorful Regional Director 
named Jake Jatras who really was fun, and 
injected vivaciousness into IPSC while he 
steered it through its formative years. 

I remember when a practical pistol and a 
competition pistol were the same. Now I sit 
home in a cozy gun rug while Joe trusts his 
life to some squeezer-teaser plastic pistol. 

They've been good years, and progress is 
progress. They say I'm still the most impor-
tant part of an IPSC pistol. ~ 

I am Joe's front sight. ~ 
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The 
''BOT ONES'' 
BWS PIONEERED the non
corrosive, non-mercuric Per
cussion/Musket Cap more than 
half a century ago, when it in
troduced the barrel saving 
SINOXID Priming Compound. 
Today, all non-corrosive caps 
trace their beginning to this 
original RWS invention. 

BOT, but sensitive - RWS 
Caps are favored worldwide by 
muzzle loaders for their Con
sistency, Uniformity, and 
Record Breaking Performances 
(currently shooters using RWS 
Caps hold more World Rec
ords than all other brands 
combined). 

VERSATILE - RWS Caps 
consistently ignite black power 
substitutes like Pyrodex. 

SAFE to store and transport, 
EXCEPTIONAL shelf life -
RWS Caps are available in 
four sizes. See your muzzle 
loading dealer and ask him for 
the "Hot Ones" - RWS Per
cussion and Musket Caps. 

int. diameter height 
Product Side Cap min. max. 
Code View No. mm inch mm inch finish 
2105268 LJ 1075 4,25 .17 4,20 .17 ribbed 

"U" brand 

2105195 bl 1055 4,25 .17 5,50 .22 ribbed 

-r.....-
2103893 

l:::::::J 
1218 5,63 .22 6,30 .25 6 flanges 
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PIST01SMITHING 
JOHN LAWSON 

A HISTORY OF PISTOLSMITHING WITH 
SOME THOUGHTS ON WHAT'S IN STORE 

Prior to the 1960's, only a few gunsmiths 
limited their work to handguns. Men like 

Berdon, Chow, Clark, Shockey and a small 
group of factory and military Advanced 
Marksmanship Unit Armorers were the 
Founding Fathers of our profession. The call 
for their services was steady, but extremely 
limited. 

The Vietnan1 war demonstrated the need 
for reliable, accurate handguns, to be carried 
by Special Forces and others who had to be 
ready to meet an armed challenge night or 
day. This sudden urgency was responsible for 
generating a "second wave" of handgun 
specialists. 

Unlike the delicate and often unreliable 
pistols formerly produced for bullseye 
matches, the new breed of combat autoloader 
had to stand up to the rigors of hard use in a 
humid and hostile climate. A small number 
of gunsmiths took up this challenge by 
departing from earlier "bullseye accurizing" 
practice to make rugged, combat-reliable, 
accurate pistols modified for special needs. 

There were no aftermarket or "drop in" 
parts available. Each modification was 
accomplished by welding and shaping a stock 
part. This era saw the birth of the now
commonplace wide grip safeties, extended 
thumb safeties and slide stops and the first 
funneled magazine wells. 

Clearly, the combat pistol was changing. It 
had lost its undeserved reputation as only a 
moderately accurate, semi-reliable short 
range expedient. The modern combat pistol 
had seen the light of day. 

It was during this early Vietnam era that 
the term "pistolsmith" was popularized, to 
denote a gunsmith who specialized in relia
bility/ accuracy work on combat autoloaders. 
The title caught on, and was soon adopted by 

'smiths working with bullseye, PPC, sil
houette and IPSC handguns. Thus, the term 
"pistolsmith" became a generic title for those 
gunsmiths who modified autoloaders, single 
shot pistols and wheelguns alike. Though 
times were obviously changing and their ser
vices were increasingly in demand, these 
specializing pistolsmiths remained relatively 
obscure, except for the few who were inter
viewed for occasional articles in general gun 
journals. 

Then , in 1976, pistolsmithing was raised to 
national prominence through public 
exposure in the pages of the fledgling 
American Handgunner magazine. Articles 
on individual pistolsmiths and graphic exam
ples of their best workmanship began to set 
trends and raise standards that have changed 
the face of serious handgun practice. 

The full time coverage of handgun trends 
arid personalities in American Handgunner, 
more than any" other contributing factor, has 
raised pistolsmithing to the dignity of a 
profession. 

Other furtherances to a decade of growth 
for pistolsmiths were new factory offerings, 
like the Series 70 Colt, for IPSC, the renewed 
popularity of wheelguns, like the K-frame 
Smith , for PPC conversions and a series of 
new chamberings for single shot pistols like 
the Thompson Contender for silhouette. 
Police, service and street carry modifications 
also reached new heights of popularity. 

Record numbers of pistolsmiths were 
occupied full time to fill the needs of com
petitors in the new shooting sports. 

As they steadily gained membership, the 
popular leagues, clubs and teams kindled 
interest in a new generation of shooters. Pop
ularity of the new competitions expanded 
handgun sales to the point where many shops 

C. T. BRIAN - PISTOLSMITHING 
" I WORK CLOSELY WITH MY CLIENTS TO BUILD THEIR 
ULTIMATE DUTY OR COMPETITION PISTOL. RELIABLE FUNCTIO 
MATCH ACCURACY, AND EXCEPTIONAL COSMETIC APPEAL 
ARE UNCONDITIO ALLY GUARANTEED." 

10% N.R.A. MEMBER DISCOUNT 

CATALOG-$1 .00 

C.T. BRIAN - P1STOLSMITHING 
1101 INDIANACOURT 
DECATUR, IL 62521 
217·429·2290FROM11 :00A.M. TO 1:00 P.M. C.S.T. 

were selling ten times the number of hand
guns that they had sold in the previous 
decade. 

Demand for new pistols and revolvers 
exceeded the manufacturing capabilities. 
And, every new weapon sold was a logical 
candidate for a pistolsmith's talent. It was a 
banner decade for growth among the hand
gun shooting sports. 

Machine shops were rapidly changing 
over to automated tooling, so good, used 
machine tools often reached the used 
machinery sales floors at reasonable prices. 
Meanwhile, a flood of excellent quality 
imports from Japan, Taiwan and mainland 
China began to appear at very low prices. 
These low priced machine tools were the 
deciding factor for many pistolsmiths who 
started their own shops. 

A new trade was busy organizing. The 
NRA contributed by sponsoring gunsmithing 
seminars. A number of new gunsmithing 
schools, fu ll and part time, established them
selves and were busy training aspiring 
pistolsmiths. 

The American Pistolsmiths Guild, tl1e 
Professional Gunsmitl1s Association and tl1e 
Combat Pistolsmiths Association were 
founded to promote excellence and to estab
lish quality guidelines for tl1eir expanding 
ranks. 

Modern pistolcraft, only dreamed ofby its 
pioneers, was finally becoming a reality 
beyond t11eir wildest dreams. Who could 
have predicted, ten years ago, tl1at ESPN 
would televise a pistol match like t11e Bianchi 
Cup? This decade has seen pistolcraft move 
from the back range to a place of national 
prime time prominence witl1 as much dignity 
as any other legitimate sport. 

Do we have anot11er decade of change in 
store? Very probably. And, since everyone 
wants a glimpse into t11e crystal ball, let's try 
to delineate some possible changes during tl1e 
next ten years. 

Rapid changes in politics, business, sci
ence and technology may require some men
tal preparation to avoid traumatic future 
shock. Almost any change brings witl1 it 
opportunities to improve one's understanding 
of tl1e technology and a chance to deal with 
t11e necessary improvements and mainte
nance. It remains only to seek out the avail-

~\ FROM 

~<c:, Federal Ordnance 

• • • • 
: RANGER BARRELS : 
e NEW 6" .45 BARRELS e 
e With or without compensator. Machined from forged e 
• billets, complete with link & pin-ready to install. • 
e 6" .45 MODEL 1911 $69.50 e 
e 6'' .45 MODEL 1911 (with comp.) $89.50 e 
: ~~~~:H~U~~.~R~6R c:LlA~\1~oL T~!RRNE't~ : 
• MANY TYPES & LENGTHS. MADE IN U.S.A. • 
• SEND $1.00 (REFUNDED WITH FIRST ORDER). • 

• DEPT.AH • 
• FEDERAL ORDNANCE, INC. • 
• 1443 POTRERO AVE., SO. EL MONTE, CA 91733 • 

e Dealer Inquir ies Welcome e 
• l.P .S .C. •P.P.C. •DUTY - HDME DEllENSE 
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THE RUGER 1022 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 

COMBAT AMMUNITION 
Everything You Need to Know 

by Duncan Long 
Go beyond the dealer's shelves and make your own special 
types of ammo-ammo that can't be found anywhere else! 
Combat Ammunition explains how to create multiple pro
iectile rounds, exploding bullets, safety slugs, armor
p1erc1ng bullets and tracers. Just as important, learn which 
bullet designs do not work 1n combat. what bullets are best 
suited for particular situations and weapons, and how to 
safely increase the effectiveness of any caliber of weapon 
through careful ammunition selection. 8V2 x 11, hardcover, 
illus .. photos, tables, charts, appendices, 136 pp. $19.95 

N<i il A 
SECOND 
CHANCE! 

'\'t .I ~ 
l)f$A.R.MINGTHE 

All{i(tl) ASSAJL\N1' 

&tt.,,DLf~:~t.i:-«£& 

NO SECOND CHANCE! 
Disarming the Armed Assilil.Jnt 

by Bradley/. Steiner 
You're staring down the barrel of a 
gun and you're unarmed. You have 
only a second to wrest control and 
keep it-because there won't be a 
second chance. Steiner profiles the 
assailants and lethal weapons you 
could face and graphically demon
strates the instant, ruthless action 
that wlil save your life. 51.hx 8Y2, soft"------....i cover, 135 photos, 176 pp. $12.00 

THE MINl-14 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 
Use this home workshop guide to convert your Mini into a 
selective-fire, silenced, S.W.A.T.-type weapon capable of 
field-clearing firepower. Provides complete workshop 
plans. 40 close-up photos and full-scale templates. This 
conversion process requires no machining or special tools. 
Once completed, it takes just five minutes to drop in the 
Automatic Connector {the book's secret!) or remove it as 
needed. Also includes detailed plans for a quick-and-easy 
caliber .223 silencer. 9 x 12, sottcover, photos, templates, 
n~ ~~ 

MAKE'EM PAY 
Ultimate Revenge Techniques from 

the Master Trickster 
Want to see your enemies grovel at 
your feet? The meanest man in the 

-:!!!!"'~..!!,!!!!!!!-!'-I world and author of the infamous Get 
Even brings you the latest in dirty 
tricks, schemes, scams and stunts. 
Getting back at a landlord, politician, 
salesman, utility, restaurant, or 
supermarket is a cinch with over 130 
creatively nasty techniques. For 1•11111::.... _ _J entertainment only! 51.h x 8112, hard-
cover, 224 pp. $14.95 

Here's a conversion you can bet your life on! Now you can transform your Ruger 1022 
into a selective-fire , close-quarter combat gun you can trust . We know you 'll not find a 
design to match this one! With simple handtools, you can build the parts that will convert 
your trusty Ruger 1022 into a selective-fire weapon that can fire over 1,000 rounds per 
minute on full auto-all without modifying the receiver or trigger in any way. Just snap on 
the conversion parts , and you're ready for whatever-or whomever-comes. Over sixty 
explicit photos , machinist's drawings and full scale templates accompany the detailed 
instructions for making this conversion foolproof . Unlike some lightweight Ruger con
version plans , this plan really works! The Ruger 1022 is the workhorse of the gun world
dependable , inexpensive, with good availability of ammo and accessories . And now 
yours, too , can be readied to take on all comers! 9 x 12, softcover, illus., 86 pp . $15.00 

GET EVEN: 
The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 
A h1lanous overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big busi
ness. government and enemies. 
More sophisticated and involved 
tricks are included. such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and pol1t1cal dtrty tncksters. Over 80 
sections present dirty tricks ranging 
from the simple to the elaborate. 51h 
x B'h. hardcover. 192 pp. $14.95 

HOME WORKSHOP SILENCERS I 
All the construction and operating procedures needed to 
build an smg silencer, pistol silencer and simplified smg 
expedient silencer are detailed here. In addition to these 
high-quality, precise silencer designs-which are adapt
able to existing pistol-type calibers-you will find 
improvised materials and machining techniques. Over fifty 
machinist's drawings are included to make your task of 
making these silencers much easier. Note that Home 
Workshop Silencers'1 is offered for reference and historical 
purposes only. 9 x 12. s,ottcover. illus .. 72 pp. $12.00 

THE COMPLET! BOOK OF 
COMBAT HANDGUNNING 

by Chuck Taylor 
All aspects of combat handgunsand 
their use are covered in this com
plete manual. Hundreds of illustra
tions show using survival handguns, 
preparing the handgun for combat. 
caring for handguns, and handgun 
stopping power. An important fire
arms book for survivalists and com
bat handgun owners. 8Y.z x 11, soft-
cover, illus., 200 pp. $14.95 

THE COLT .4S EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 
The ultimate selective-fire conversion for the famed Colt 
.45 is here! All original components are retained, and only 
three functional parts have been added, each of which can 
be built using common hand tools. The mgenious auto
matic tripping device-a feature never before incorporated 
in any machine pistol of th is type-provides for trouble-free 
operation. A revolutionary, compact, removable folding 
metal front grip aids in controlling the gun when firing full 
auto. Carefully researched and thoroughly tested for relia
bility, this conversion system works with outstanding ac
curacy and safety. 9 x 12,softcover, illus .. photos, templates, 
88pp. $15.00 

ASSAULT PISTOLS, RIFLES AND SUBMACHINE GUNS 
by Duncan Long 

Modern military, police and civilian combat weapons
both foreign and domestic-are detailed in this guide to 
assault rifles, submachine guns and the new "assault 
pistols." Practical info on how to operate and field-strip 
these weapons, factory and aftermarket accessories, 
weapon specifications, and the ballistics for which they are 
chambered are provided. Sneak previews of new and 
experimental firearms and trends in small arms are in
cluded, as are troubleshooting procedures, ballistic tables 
for common rounds, and a list of firearms and accessories 
manufacturers and distributors. 8112 x 11, hardcover, photos, 
illus., appendices, 152 pp. $19.95 

MASTER TIPS 
collected by John Winokur 

Sit at the feet of the pistol masters 
and learn the tips that made them 
great. All the most famous pistol 
champs and instructors are here
over 35 of them. Let such luminaries 
as Mickey Fowler, Ray Chapman, 
Jeff Cooper and Massad Ayoob give 
you tips on grips, draws, gunhan
dling, shooting positions, cou rses of 
fire, training, gear and other sub
jects. 8112 x 11, softcover, illus., 96 pp. 

$11.95 

THE AR-15/M16: A PRACTICAL GUIDE 
by Duncan Long 

The AR-15 / M16, the inspiration for so many modern 
assault rifles, is covered here in this defin1t1ve book. Should 
you wish to build your own or convert it to auto fire, Duncan 
Long supplies you with parts and tool lists and detailed 
step-by-step instructions. Virtually any accessory you may 
wish to buy for your AR-15 is llsted. Invaluable to the M 16 
owner, this comprehensive book also covers assembly and 
disassembly, conversion kits and modifications, trouble
shooting, ammunition, combat use, lubrication and more. 
B'h x 11. sottcover. photos, 168 pp. $16.95 

UP YOURSI 
Advanced revenge techniques and 
original dirty tricks from the author 
of Get Even. Here are the meanest, 
nastiest pranks for snakelike sales
men, nagging relatives, nosey 
neighbors, and all those people you 
love to hate. Read Up Yoursl and 
start getting even today! 51h x 8Y.z, 
hardcover. 220 pp. $14.95 

OTHER FASCINATING TITLES i••············ t PALADIN PRESS ~ Ca ll TOLL FREE for credit card orders : 

I I p 0 BOX 1307- LPJ ..... 1-800-824-7888; Ask for Operator #249. 

HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON 
ANYBODY ................. $30.00 

BOUNTY HUNTER ... $10.00 
CAREERS IN SECRET 

OPERATIONS .............. $ 8.95 

THE AR-7 EXOTIC 
WEAPONS SYSTEM 

NEW l.D. IN AMERICA . 
TIGER SCROLL OF THE 

KOGA NINJA 
SPECIAL FORCES MEDICAL 

$15.00 
$12.00 

$10.00 

I BOULDER, CO 80306 • , for latest PALADIN CATALOG. Catalog 
. . m Alaska & Hawaii, 1-800-824-7919.Send $1 

I .&'! Phone (303) 443-7250 free with order. 

Please send me the following titles: 

I 
I 
I OPERATION GOLDEN 

BUDDHA 
MINES AND BOOBY TRAPS 
BULL'S-EYE: CROSSBOWS 

$14.95 HANDBOOK. $14.95 
$12.00 MAD AS HELL. $14.95 

I ·----• --------• BLACK MEDICINE I . $10.00 
BY RAGNAR BENSON ....... $ 8.00 SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONAL 

KEEP 'EM ALIVE: THE BODY
GUARD'S TRADE . 

SILENCERS IN THE 1980s . 
DEAD CLIENTS DON'T 

PAY 
SELECTIVE FIRE UZI . 

TECHNIQUES .............. $14.95 
$10.00 SECRETS OF THE NINJA . $16.95 
$12.00 I HATE YOU!. $14.95 

150 QUESTIONS FOR A 
$10.00 GUERRILLA ... $ 8.00 
$10.00 RANGER HANDBOOK ......... $ 8.00 

----------------- I 
O Check or Money Order, 0 VISA, 0 MasterCard. I 

I 
Card No. ---------------- Exp. --- SUBTOTAL ____ _ 

NAME ---------------------- Please include I 
• Payment: 

I 
$3.00 postage 

ADDRESS --------------------- and handling ---- I MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE - DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

···P· A· L·A·D·IN.PR·E·Ss···P·.o·. B·O·X·13·0·7•· B· O· U· L·D·E·R·,C·0· 8·03·06· · · (·30· 3·) .44·3·-7·2510111111Cl .. --.--.--.--~A·------.--.--.. O - - . --.--.. 



The Affordable Alternative 
No Gunsmlthlng Required 

$ 99. 95 without sight 
(Model WIC·l)° 

The Wichita lnsta·Comp has been 
designed for the competitive and 
non-competitive shooter. 

The gas chamber inside the Wichita lnsta-Comp is designed to capture 
the gas and exhaust it through the two vertical ports. With this arrangement , 

combined with the additional weight , the muzzle jump is reduced significantly. 
EASY INSTALLATION No Special Tools. No Fitting. Nothing else to buy. 

Remove your barrel bushing and recoil spring plug. Replace with the Wichita 
lnsta-Comp and our recoil spring plug . You are now ready to shoot your comped gun. 

Model WIC-2 has a front sight (target or combat. your choice) . ..... $119.95 
Model WIC·l or WIC·2 and our slide conversion·· .............. $234.95 
(Bury rear Wichita Sight, permanently mounted. Front sight on sl ide or comp. Mill flat on top 
of slide. and lower port for easier ejection) 

·: ~ee~r:d s:r ~~:a~S::~: :~t f~rc~~1se:ork Wichita Arms, Inc. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ....... -

De a J er prices available 444 Ellis, P.O. Box 11371 , Wichita. Kansas 67211 
Send signed FFL (316) 265-0661 

•John 

Complete 
gun on 

new Colt 

Shaw of 
Memphis 
wontheIPSC 
Champion-
ship in 1980 & $1,22250 

1981 using one of these models. 
Dealer inquiries invi ted . 

WRITE OR CALL 
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

James C. Clark 
PISTOLS MITH 

Rt . 2 Box 22A 
Ke1thv1lle . Louis iana 7 104 7 

(3 18) 925-0836 

.............•..........................................•....................••• 

BROWNING HI-POWER COMBAT ACCESSORIES 

AMBIOEXTROUS COMBAT SAFETY 
Now ngnt or 'eft hand salety operation for the 
Ho·Power ExC1us1ve design w1h pos1t1vely ft 

:~~~o~a;~~1cg~!l!at~:estructab e 3sJi~11~~ 

WIDE TRIGGER 
Reduces felt trigger pull lor belier control 
Exdus1vedes1gn1sbettertl'lanatnggershoe 

~;~P~~t 1~~~a~1a~~~te;ls~n e~:;,~f;s 1~~~~~~e 
sa!e!y s32tspp0 

High Powers guaranteed to feed !!! types of 
factory ammo includlng hollow points and 
Silver tips. Please call for details. 

EXTENDED SLIDE RELEASE 

~~~~ad~~gs'~~e~,:~~u 1ri~·~~P %r~c1i1rv~~ 
s1gnedlortheH1·Power s1mplyreplacesstan· 
dard release 136.sop,: 

STAINLESS STEEL MAGAZINE 
Genume stainless steel magazme custom re
shaped to feed property $3495ppd 

PLEASE NOTE ... 
All pnces are for blue parts, 
stainless finish available. please 
wnte or call for prices and dehvery. 

Extensive combat modifications are available! 
Please send $2 for our complete catalog. 

EXTENDED SAFETY 
Pos1t1ve safely operation with no more 
·fumbles" Rounded corners e!lmmate snag· 
gmg on hotslers or clothing Simple drop·1n 
mstallatJOn 132.sllPd 

COMBAT MAG. RELEASE 
Sculptured magazine release w11 no! snag or 

~~~~!e~c;A~eg~~:1~u~~s 1~~~~ 1'g~n~~~1r~~s~ 
drillandlaponehole (mstallat1onava1lablefor 
510) 521 95ppd 

TO ORDER 
liiiiiii EJ VISA ___, . 

Send Money Ofcler Of Cashiers Ct"leck only Mas!erCard Visa orders welcomed 
Pease suppty COIT'l)itl'!e card ·nk>rmat()l'l IOCluC rig el(ptraton da1e Sorry. no COO 
orclers Phone oroers accepted tor credit cards only A orders prepa>d via U PS 
on the c:omonen!a US AJaslla and Hawa please add $1 50 per tern P'ease tur· 
l"llSh street addresa lor delivery I CYLINDER & SLIDE SHOP, INC. 

P.O. Box 937 
Fremont NE 68025 
Ph.: (402) 721-4277 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

able opportunities and to act in your own best 
interest. 

Handgun technology may change into 
unrecognizable channels as production of 
high tech plastic weapons begins on a large 
scale. It always follows that improvements 
can be made in form and fit of parts and in the 
replacement of special fabricated compo
nents to bring the weapons to more tradi
tional specifications of personal preference. 

High technology optical and laser sights 
may be sub-miniaturized and incorporated 
into handgun design. These will require 
optical and electronic servicing. 

Machine tool technology is already swing
ing toward universal adoption of CNC 
machines and robotics in manufacturing. The 
new tools will be operated by minimum wage 
laborers, as they are presently in some shops 
that have gone high tech . This may be some
thing to consider before taking vocational 
training in what is already, for all practical 
purposes, a fading technology. 

Electronic and mechanical engineers will 
program and service the machines. A degree 
in one of these would be appropriate. It will 
require, at the very least, a fundamental 
knowledge of computer science even in the 
smallest shops, just to transfer funds in a 
checkless banking system. 

Recoil devices that shift their center of 
mass to allow rapid recovery from muzzle 
rise in the heavy calibers will be required . 

Range timers of the portable variety will 
be connected to the new optical sights. They 
will replay not only the time lapses between 
shots, but will show sight alignment at every 
shot on a mini-video screen, providing the 
ultimate coaching and critique device. 

Binaural hearing protectors will not only 
amplify low sounds while blocking out loud 
noises, but will have provision for highly 
directional pickup, to be used in building 
searches, listening to conversations in 
remote places, etc. They will also provide 
soothing sounds or subliminal confidence 
reinforcing commands as desired . 

Computerized, automated combat ranges 
will project moving holographic targets able 
to speak, threaten, menace and fire on the 
shooter, while computers will precisely 
record hits both on the shooter and on the 
target, rating them as to severity regarding 
human anatomy, possible protective 
clothing, etc. 

And finally, a metallic/plastic bullet that 
can be cast cold in large capacity gang 
moulds will stop lead particle air pollution on 
indoor ranges. 

Some of these marvelous ideas are already 
in the process of being developed; others are 
still only a conceptual possibility. It promises 
to be an interesting decade. I'll check back 
with you in ~ 
ten years. ~ 

.41 MAGNUM BULLETS 
.41 Maanum bullets. 170·275 arain 

.410 diameter/JHP/JSP/FMJ/SOLID BOND cores 

~ 
For information . write : 

RllllI50N Ef Oept. AH-5 
---fl 6437 E. Hobart Street 

ULL£ / s Mesa , Arizona, 85205 
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A 
CONTEND~R®World's leading Sports Pistol with a 

~ Finish that outperforms Stainless Steel! 

Write for our FREE 
LITERATURE 
TIC is on the move with new products in 1986. 
If you're a serious handgunner, hunter or 
muzzle loading enthusiast, you'll want this 
information. 

SUPER "14" 
MODELS 

Longer barrel life than Stainless 
Steel - Smooth internal moving mech

anisms - Superior corrosion and erosion 
resistance - Reduced wear on moving parts 

- Less fouling and more consistent velocity 
shot after shot - These are the benefits afforded 

by the Armour Alloy II finish. 

BULL BARREL MODELS 
.22 L.R., .223 Rem., 7 M/M T.C.U., .30/30 Win., .357 

Mag., .357 Rem. Max. & .44 Mag. are now available in 
in the Armour Alloy II Contender Series . 

. 45 COLT/.410 MODELS 
Choked versions of the Bull Barrel & Vent Rib Models are 
offered in .45 Colt/.410. They allow use of the 3"-.410 gauge 

shots hell. 

SUPER "14" MODELS 
.22 L.R., .223 Rem., 7 M/M T.C.U., .30/30 Win. & .44 Mag. are all 
available in the Armour Alloy II Contender Series. 

Harder than Stainless Steel, Armour Alloy II is a permanent, 
corrosive resistant, electr9plated coating which will never 

separate from the base metal. OUR LIFETIME WARRANTY 
ASSURES YOU THAT THIS STATEMENT IS FACT! On this 

new Contender Series all metal surfaces, internal and external 
(including the chamber and bore), with the exception of sights 

and springs, are finished in Armour Alloy II. For complete information 
send for our current literature. Our 1986 Catalog and supplementary 
literature offers a wealth of new products. Cushion Grips blend Wal
nut to rubber and Ultimate Sights offer sixteen variations of blade and 
notch to the pro-shooter. There are new calibers throughout the hand
gun line and a versatile Contender Carbine in eight calibers. 

THOMPSON/CENTER ARMS 
Farmington Road , 
P.O . Box 5002, Dept. TAH 9 
Rochester, New Hampshire 03867 



Buy One JfJBll Book, Get One Free! 

22 

$1695 
This all-new 41 st edition of Gun 
Digest promises to entertain, enlighten 
and inform with the same devotion to 
the subject of firearms that has made 
it the world's greatest gunbook for the 
last 40 years. No other gunbook or 
magazine matches it for editorial 
excellence. No other catalog is as 
current. Its writers are the best of the 
breed, its articles the pick of the litera
ture - whether it's a first-hand report 
on what's new or a fresh look at the 
familiar. If you're a hunter, collector, 
historian, shooter, handloader, or just 
find gunlore fascinating , there's plenty 
of good reading in store for you. 
John T. Amber Tribute by Ken 
Warner. Dozens of comments from his 
peers and colleagues shape a final 
picture of a complex man in a complex 
world he made peculiarly his own. 
Irascible to some, gentle to others, 
impressive to all, GUN DIGEST's late 
Editor Emeritus is clearly remembered. 
SO-Caliber Super Snipers by Konrad 
F. Schreier, Jr. Sniping in warfare has 
a long history. One facet of that history 
of special interest to Americans is the 
occasional use of special shoulder 
arms for the 50 Browning machine 
gun cartridge in battle during and 
since Korea. Schreier details most of 
that history and updates the reader on 
current events and hardware in 50-
caliber sniping. 
The First Gun Law by Stephen 
Halbrook. Asked to investigate where 
legislation to restrict gun ownership 
began in the United States, attorney 
Halbrook was able to pinpoint Ken
tucky in 1913, and found that this was 
the first attempt in all of Anglo-Saxon 
law to try to clarify concealed weapons 
as criminal. 
In Defense Of The Magnificent BB 
by Edward A. Matunas. The BB shot, 
as loaded in shotshells, has long been 
considered an oddball. It's too big for 

1987 GUN DIGEST 
41 st Edition 
Edited by Ken Warner 

little birds, too small for small deer. It 
is commonly favored for large birds. 
Matunas' extensive testing reveals that 
it's near perfect for some large birds, 
much less so for others, and the best 
choice of all , sometimes. 
The Essence Of The Duellers by 
Wilfrid Ward. One aspect of the 18th 
and 19th century duelling phenome
non was the development and sale of 
specialized duelling pistols . The parti
cular characteristics which distin
guished duellers from other handguns 
are examined. 
Firepower by M. L. Brown. The 
machine gun began to ru le the field 
of battle during World War I, but it had 
a considerable history before that, 
beginning in our own Civil War with a 
gun that Mr': Lincoln named "The 
Coffee Mill Gun". 
Hunting Help ... Is Not Always 
What It Should Be by Sidney 
duBroff. It's not true that inept and 
lazy guides and outfitters are in the 
majority in the world, but they seem to 
have been for this writer, who hunted 
from Cuba to Poland and Bulgaria 
with many a dull moment and few 
rewards, except the laughs. 
The World's Best-Kept Gun Secret 
by John A. Masters. Western game 
laws used to specify almost universally 
that only "cartridges larger than 22 
caliber" might be used on larQe game. 
The next largest common caliber then 
was 25, but since a 23 was possible, 
more than a few were made. John 
Masters has come across several , 
shot them all and gives his appraisal 
of them. 
Revolvers For The 45 ACP by John 
Malloy. In 1917, the U.S. Army fur
nished the AEF with many thousands 
of revolvers which shot the standard 
automatic pistol rimless ammunition 
because there simply were not enough 
automatics. This wartime expedient 
turned out to be a good idea and 
there have been 45 ACP revolvers ever 
since, all of which are examined here. 
Early Days Of The Pistol by Fielding 
Greaves. From the battlefields of the 
16th century to our own War-Between
The-States, the pistol proved decisive 
many times. Greaves describes the 
tactics and the guns that worked. 
Making Mr. Sharps' Rifles Today 
by Bill Bigelow. The Sharps rifles were 
high on the list of glamour guns of the 
19th century. Their manufacture, more 
than 1 00 years later, is interesting 
because the process rema·ins not so 
very different from Christian Sharps' 
process. It's the tools and their tech
niques which differ. 

The Gunmakers Of Austria by 
Stuart M. Williams. Austria is one place 
where the small gunmaker still lives. 
He doesn't thrive, though, these days 
and must sell ever more expensive 
guns to ever fewer well-heeled clients. 
Williams examines the current state of 
the Austrian gunmaker's art in the pro
duction of peculiarly Austrian designs 
like the three-barreled guns called 
drillings, the four-barreled guns 
called vierlings. 
The Radom by Jim Thompson. 
What's A Gun Without A Ghost by 
Roger Barlow. 
Solving The Problem Of The West
ern Rifle by John Barsness. 
The Glaser Safety Slug Story by Hal 
Swiggett. 
Pistol Magazines by Donald M. 
Simmons. 
The Evolution Of The Rib by Don 
Zutz. 
Airguns by J. I. Galan. 
Slinging The Hunting Rifle by 
Clarence E. Ellis. 
The Nylon Revolution by Bob 
Arganbright. 
One Good Gun Section: The Colt 
Detective Special Revolver and 
Browning's T-Bolt 22 Rifle. 
Special Reports on the impressive 
new guns of Remington, the return of 
the Mauser pistols , the Southpaw Colt 
story and the perennial Shows of 
Europe. 
Much, Much More! 
PLUS THESE REGULAR DEPART
MENTS: Ammunition, Ballistics and 
Components • Rifle Review• Black 
Powder Review • Scopes & Mounts 
Review • Handguns Today: Autoload
ers, Sixguns and Others • Custom 
Guns • Shooter's Marketplace • Art 
Of The Engraver 
SPECIAL GUNDEX®: A preface to 
the catalog section, enabling the reader 
to locate immediately any gun in the 
catalog, knowing no more than its 
manufacturer and model designation. 
AND THE MOST UP-TO-DATE 
CATALOG SECTION AVAILABLE! 
This section is once more expanded 
and revised to hold its position 
unquestioned as the best compact 
catalog of firearms avai lable. Packed 
with illustrations and specifications on 
all U.S. and imported rifles , shotguns, 
handguns, black powder guns, air 
guns, chokes and brakes, metallic 
sights, scopes and mounts. All are 
listed with the most up-to-date 
prices available. 

USE COUPON ON OPPOSITE PAGE TO ORDER NOW! 
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OF ASSAULT WEAPONS OF THE 20TH CENTURY COMBAT HANDGUN NERY 
Edited by Jack Lewis 5th Edition 

A detailed analysis of assault
type weapons, including test
fire reports of the latest full 
and semi-autos; centerfires, 
rimfires and shotguns. Plus 
design trends and new philo
sophies, more. 256 8Y.!'' x 
11 " pages. 
#AW ... ...... $12.95 
TURKEY HUNTER'S 
DIGEST 

By Dwain Bland 
A complete no-nonsense 
approach to hunting all fi ve 
subspecies by North America's 
top wild turkey hunter and 
guide. Hunting techniques, 
photography, taxidermy, tro
phy hunting, recipes, much 
more . 256 8Y.!'' x 11 " pages. 

#THO . . .. .... $12.95 
GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 
MODERN GUN VALUES 
5th Edition 

BOLT ACTION RIFLES 

By Ian V. Hogg & John Weeks 
New pistols, sub-machine guns, 
bolt action rifles. anti-tank rifles 
and machine guns, inc. USSR 
ASKSMG,FNBGM-15s, WA 
2000 Sniping rifles, Browning's 
DA Compact pistol. 304 817' ' 
x 11 " pages. 
#MSA5 ....... $15.95 
GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 
PISTOLSMITHING 

By Jack Mitchell 
Covers smoothing, tuning, 
timing, joining, metal temper
ing, rebarrelling, troubleshoot
ing, accurizing, installin2/al
tering sights;, making replace
ment parts. !\.its for a45 auto 
rebuildingajunkerpistol. 28S 
SW' x 11 " pages . 

#PIST . .... . .. . $11 .95 

#SHOOT ...... $18.95 

Revised Edition ARCHER'S DIGEST 
By Frank de Haas 4th Edition 

Definitive work covering all Edited by Roger Combs 
major designs since the Mauser The latest techniques, equip-
of 1871. Detailed coverage ment and accessories fo r 
of over 110 turnbolt actions bowhunting, field archery, 
- how they function , take- target shooting, silhouette 
down/ assembly, strengths & and flight shooting. Plus 
weaknesses , dimensional index of equipment manufac-
specs. 448 81-2'' x 11 " pages. turers. 256 811'' x 11" pages. 

#BAR ...... . .. $14.95 #AD4 . .. ..... $12.95 
CARTRIDGES OF THE POPULAR SPORTING 
WORLD, 5th Edition RIFLE CARTRIDGES 

By Frank C. Barnes By Clay Harvey 
Completely up-dated, this en- Examines almost 50 metallic 
cyclopedic work covers the cartridges, their history and 

$ 

By Jack Lewis& Jack Mitchell 
From the basics to compe
tition training and exerci ses. 
Coverage of the Bianchi Cup, 
the Steel Challenge and World 
Championships with diagrams 
and how to shoot oourses. 
288 8Y.!'' x 11 " pages . 

#COMB ........ $11.95 
GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 
SHOTGUN GU NSM ITHI NG 

By Ralph Walker 
One of the nation s premier 
shotgun special is ts explains 
the principles and practices 
of repairin,g, ind iv iduali zing 
and accurizmg modem scatter
guns. Much here never cov
ered before . 256 811' ' x 11 " 
pages. 
#SHSM ....... $11.95 
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HANDGUN 1/IATH/IR 
AL PICKLES 

HANDGUN SPORTS GROWTH IN 10 YEARS 
AFFECTS HOLSTER DESIGN, MATERIALS 

The handgun leather industry is in abso
lutely no danger of extinction. As a mat

ter of fact it is not only alive, but doing very 
well thank you. Virtually every major leather 
holster manufacturer that was doing business 
a decade ago-when our American Hand.
gunner magazine was born - is still in busi
ness today. A few have merged , some have 
reorganized, and many have expanded their 
facilities. More important, however, is that 
the industry seems to have increased its 
membership considerably. 

To the casual observer, holster industry 
growth may seem somewhat strange, 
especially since the related firearms industry 
is suffering a business slump that several 
great corporations have been unable to sur
vive. Witness, to name just a few, the passing 
of High Standard, Sterling, Security, Indian, 
Randall , and M-S Safari . 

How could the gun leather industry expe
rience growth amidst such depression? Well, 
there are reasons. 

One reason is an expansion of handgun 

sports wherein the handgun owner has put his 
battery to multiple uses, necessitating the 
purchase of sophisticated special purpose 
leather. The average gun owner, who pre
viously kept a handgun in the bedroom 
dresser and maintained one belt holster for an 
occasional foray to the gravel pit, or in which 
to carry his side-arm as a back-up piece to his 
hunting rifle, now also engages in IPSC or 
PPC competition. Many the bullseye shooter 
has expanded his interests to include metallic 
silhouette or pin shooting. And , of course, 
there has been a phenomenal growth in the 
number of handgun hunters as well as loca
tions that permit the sport. 

Almost all these recreations demand spe
cial leather designs while few require really 
special handguns - unless you are a hardcore 
devotee. As a "for instance," the commercial 
Colt .45 autoloader makes a near perfect 
bedside gun in a simple Lawrence belt holster 
attached to the rear of your headboard. It also 
makes the best carry gun available when 
concealed in a Cobra Com Vest. It is the gun 

The Cobra Combo Shoulder System , trad1t1onally a best seller, has been newly 
redesigned to add versat1l1ty to its line-up of superior quality features. . 
The Combo readily converts to a waistband holster in seconds for inside or 
outside carry. Just run your belt through the preangled slide on rear for perfect 
outside carry or attach the swivel strap for concea lable inside carry. • From your dealer or Cobra 
send $58.95 plus $3.00 shipping . COBRA GUNSKIN 
Specify gun size and right or left hand. 133·30 32 AVE. FLUSHING, NY 11354 (718) 762·8181 
Send $3.00 for catalog of complete line. 

of choice for combat pistolcraft, nestled in a 
Gordon Davis competition rig. In open PPC 
matches, the big .45 rides in and out of many 
Bianchi and Safariland police duty holsters. 
The same Colt can be, in the hands of many, 
equally at home in the game field riding in 
one of Buffalo Leather's chest holsters. 

It has been said many times by myself in 
this colwnn- and I admit that I first read it in 
some old tome-that for every handgun a 
person owns, he should own up to a half
dozen different holster designs to fully appre
ciate the versatility of that gun. The axiom is 
becoming self-evident with the increased 
interest in handgun sports. 

The past decade has likewise seen tremen
dous development in holster design to 
accommodate these many purposes for 
which a handgun is used . Of particular inter
est to me has been the development of truly 
efficient gun retention systems for uniformed 
law enforcement .officers. Having one's gun 
snatched from your duty holster by some 
felon or psycho has always been a great fear 
among law officers. In the Pre-Cambrian 
police period , before I retired, I lost my gun 
in a scuffle and it was all I could do to keep 
from eating the muzzle. I would have broken 
celibacy for a snatch-proof holster in those 
days. The fact that Bill Rogers, among oth
ers, introduced a truly great firearm retention 
holster after I tossed my badge into San Fran
cisco Bay, so to speak, does not lessen my 
high appreciation for the advanced develop
ment in police duty leather. 

It was also during this past ten year period 
that hunters, handgun or otherwise, have 
come to really appreciate the shoulder holster 
as the ideal scabbard for the big revolvers and 
autoloaders-guns like the Ruger Redhawk 
.44 Magnum and the LAR Grizzly .45 Mag
num. The latest development in these rigs 
coincides with the realization that conceal
ment is not an important factor while hunting 
and that a chest strap, or even a chest holster, 
provides much more stability and security for 
your handgun. While a few leather com
panies are supplying holsters that meet the 
hunter's criteria, the majority who are not 
doing so would do well to consider modify
ing their shoulder holster line to include an 
optional chest cross-strap with snap 
fasteners. 

One cannot contemplate the past decade of 
holster refinement without acknowledging 
the response to the introduction of the nylon 
holster. The general idea of making holsters 
from material other than leather is not new by 
any means. During the big wars of the early 
20th Century, several nations utilized heavy 
cotton canvas holsters for reasons of both 
economics and supply. Wooden holsters that 
doubled as shoulder stocks were not uncom
mon. As a matter of fact , while serving over
seas, I had occasion to examine a fine holster 
woven from bamboo strips and reeds . 

One of the first companies I heard of dur
ing the past decade to introduce a holster 
fashioned from nylon was A&B Top-Line. 
They sent me several samples and I believe I 
penned the first article on the modern nylon 
holster. 

The Top-Line holster was a very light 
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affair made from 2-ply ballistic nylon. It 
allowed the user to secure his handgun with 
the bare minimum of added width and 
weight. It came in several versions, including 
inside-the-belt and shoulder rigs. Because it 
afforded some interesting applications, I 
wrote a favorable but qualified assessment. I 
must admit, however, that never in my wild
est expectations did I believe it would 
become popular enough for the company to 
prosper. 

Since the initial introduction of nylon hol
sters, state-of-the-art has passed from com
pany to company with Michaels of Oregon 
assuming the lead at least twice with their 
Side-Kick line. Many new companies 
entered the scene offering only nylon hol
sters, while most old line leather holster 
makers picked up nylon as a sideline. 

My own experiments and tests of the sev
eral materials used to make nylon holsters 
confirm those of the fabric industry in report
ing that DuPont's Cordura® wears better than 
other nylon fabrics such as ballistic nylon. 
Some, however, claim ballistic nylon is as 
tough as Cordura. 

Nylon holsters, much to the surprise of all , 
have proved to be far more than a fad. I 
suspect this arises from their being less 
expensive than leather, more versatile in that 
one rig can house a number of different 
model guns, and capable of being dyed 
almost any color including camouflage. They 
also require less care and maintenance. 

Does the success of nylon mean that it will 
eventually replace leather as the favored 
material for holster manufacture? I think not. 
Quality leather holsters are far and away 
superior for most applications. 

Probably one of the newest developments 
(I hesitate to call it a fad) within the holster 
market is the increasing interest in British 
made holsters. For instance, Andy Arratoo
nian's Horseshoe Leather Products out of 
England sells 60 percent of its production to 
the American market. While you might spec
ulate that the reason lies in the belief that 
Britons are not allowed to own handguns, 
that is not entirely correct. While handguns 
are much regulated, ownership is possible for 
those who belong to a shooting club and are 
willing to tackle the horrendous paperwork 
involved. As a matter of fact, combat hand
gun games are a rapidly growing sport in 
Great Britain. 

The answer more probably lies in a belief 
that British leather and leather craftsmanship 
is superior to American. My own examina
tions show that while, in some cases, it may 
be equal, it is not superior. Many countries 
are world famous for their leather products, 
i.e.: Italy, France, Mexico, Brazil , and 
Argentina to name but a few. I own some fine 
leather products, including holsters, made in 
all these countries. While some may indeed 
be as good as an American rig, they are not 
better. 

Ironically, many of the leather holster 
makers in England and elsewhere are com
plaining that their potential customers are 
buying American, which many are in fact 
doing. Obviously there is some prestige in 
owning a holster made in a country that is 

world famous for leather products. Let us not 
lose sight of the fact that America is also 
world famous for gun leather products - and 
the leader in holster design. 

This overview of the past ten years in 
handgun leather leads, most appropriately, to 
a final question . Where are we going from 
here? Are radically new designs in the offing 
over the next decade? Are there new mate
rials to be tried? Will a new concealment 
concept be introduced? Is a "universal hol
ster" fit for all modes of carry possible? 

Frankly, I haven't the foggiest idea . I do 
know there are some truly brilliant minds 
within the industry. I also know you will 
always find the latest on "Handgun Leather" 
within this column and the pages of ...... 
American Handgunner. ~ 
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: EARN MORE - LIVE BETTER i 
1 The ever·growing field of Locksm1th1ng otters 1 
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iOO JACKETED HAHPG 
Uff 8ULLE'TS 

NOSli~ 
g3S/150! 

Gt Soft f'Od" 
:l8 cat ( 357)-150 

For the handgunner who is concerned 
with precision, accuracy and game
taking power, Nosier introduces a series 
of jacketed bullets manufactured with 
the same care as our world-famous rifle 
bullets. 

Nine new bullets, in a variety of 
popular calibers and weights, have 
been crafted from Nosler's nearly 40 
years' experience in making Partition, 
Solid Base and Ballistic Tip bullets for 
riflemen. Now, modern manufacturing 
techniques give handgunners these 
high quality bullets at a very low price. 

Made on the industry's 
most advanced equip
ment, each Nosier 
handgun bullet has 
the tightly controlled 
shape, weight and 
balance to achieve 
all the accuracy your 
revolver or automatic 
is capable of delivering. 

To test accuracy, 
Nosier fires samples 
of every lot through 
a special heavy-

barrelled machine rest similar to those 
used to test rifle bullets. 

To promote controlled expansion, 
Nosier tapers the jackets of these new 
bullets toward the tip. The inside of the 
jacket is then scored with six evenly 
spaced cuts to ensure a reliably uniform 
mushroom. 

And for the silhouette shooter, the 
new handgun bullet lineup includes a 
.38 cal. 180-grain Non-Expanding bullet 
that delivers maximum energy to the 
steel target. 

Load a box of the new Nosier Hand
gun Bullets and see what we've done for 
your handgun shooting. We'll be happy 
to send you a free Nosier catalog. Just 
write Nosier Bullets, P.O. Box 688, 
Beaverton, OR 97075 U.S.A., 
Dept. AHG-1. 

Noster·! 
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HAND10ADING 
pie, has advanced in terms of mechanical 
development and convenience. Best of all , 
though, improved manufacturing techniques 
have reduced the price of such machines 
enough to make them available to the main
stream handloader. That's progress if you 
happen to count yourself among the thou
sands of competition handgunners who need 
to reload great quantities of ammo. 

DAN COTTERMAN 

A DECADE OF HANDGUN HANDLOADING 
HAS MEANT PROGRESS FOR EVERYONE If, on the other hand, you're a serious 

experimenter, if you put your ammo together 
in 50-round lots for the purpose of specific 
testing, your needs haven't been neglected. 
Sure, there's been a lot of emphasis on mass
production reloading, but that hasn't meant 
that the single-stage press market hasn't cut a 
neat swath into the future: almost every man
ufacturer has continued to refine such 
presses. Mercifully, those of us who get off on 
lavishing a heap of TLC on each handloaded 
round need not be numbered among the 
unremembered . 

I n days of yore, like way back in 1975, it was 
not improbable that a shooter would have 

to paw through several gun magazines before 
heli find a couple of meaty yarns about hand
gunning. Those days of dearth didn't end, nor 
did the feast begin, until American Handgun
ner, the first national magazine devoted 
exclusively to handgunning ,became 
available. 

Now, don't get me wrong, long-gun read
ing is great and I'm as fervently interested in 
it as the next guy, but living and working with 
handguns is different, especially for those 
who hope to cook up good ammo. 

So, we were proud to introduce a maga
zine that was all about handgunning, and it 
boasted not a few good articles about hand
loading. But then the need expanded so as to 
justify a regular feature aimed strictly at 
handloading for handguns. 

And so we began this column, just nine 
years ago, in the September/October 1977 
issue. My subject then was form-to-function 
ammo for the .45 auto and, talk about inno-

cent remarks, I simply noted that "in years 
past, there were strong admonitions against 
introducing a crimp of any description when 
seating .45 auto bullets" and went on to men
tion taper crimping. That tore it! Letters 
began hailing in for and against (but mostly 
against) a taper crimp for the .45. Today, the 
controversy continues to gurgle and , 
although die makers have pretty well 
switched over to the taper crimp, one who is 
well-known among us told me he was simply 
going along with popular demand and would 
remain convinced that the roll crimp was 
better. He's right, but only if all cases to be 
roll-crimped are of the same length. If, how
ever, you're setting a crimp on cases of vari
ous lengths - and that's how it is with the 
.45- it's better to taper crimp. 

Changes have come about during the past 
decade, too- not only in the nationwide pop
ularity of hans;lgun competition at all levels, 
due mainly to .promotion assiduously set 
forth in these pages-but also in handloading 
methods. The "progressive" press, for exam-

It hit the fan again when , in the September/ 
October 1981 issue, I had the cheek to ques
tion the time-honored and traditional practice 
of tweedling 2.7 grains of Bullseye into the 
relatively enormous incinerating space 
within the .38 Special hull. Blow-ups had 
occurred, not regularly but rarely and with
out explanation; they'd been described in 
detail in these pages by no less an authority 
than Jeff Cooper. Ili witnessed the results of a 
similar event, so I said, in effect, "Quo 2. 7, 
handloader?" 

Theories, ideas, pure speculation, and 
outright rationalization virtually fumed out 

SLIDE HELD OPEN 
AFTER FIRING 
LAST CARTRIDGE 

MODEL 383 DA 
• .380 SEMI-AUTOMATIC 
•MAGAZINE CAPACITY 7 
• 3Y2 INCH BARREL 

(BERSA) 
"NEW BERSA DOUBLE 

ACTION DOUBLES 
YOUR RESPONSE" 

MODELH3 DA 
• .22 LR SEMI-AUTOMATIC 
• MAGAZINE CAPACITY 10 
• 3Y2 INCH BARREL 

MODEL 224 DA 
• .22 LR SEMI-AUTOMATIC 
•MAGAZINE CAPACITY 10 
• 4 INCH BARREL 

MODEL 226 DA 
• .22 LR SEMI-AUTOMATIC 

(BERSA) P.O. BOX 1327 
DAYTON, OHIO 45401 

• MAGAZINE CAPACITY 10 
• 6 INCH BARREL 
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of the wocxlwork. Hercules demanded "equal 
time" and got it, which was only fair. Still, it's 
a story whose final chapter has yet to be 
written. What's important here and now is 
that the majority of handloaders and manu
facturers seem to be paying close attention to 
what's being said. 

They also listened (finally) a couple of 
years ago when the .32 Magnum was 
allowed to fight its way out of the womb. The 
industry became "inspired" to foster the 
round and a gun to shoot it, but with apparent 
suddenness, some five years after it had been 
advocated here. Regardless of its foregathcr
ings, though, the .32 Magnum has received 
widespread welcoming, and many are grate
ful that Industry, with whelming munifi
cence, made it a reality. 

As long as we're counting coup, we may as 
well mention the popularity of loading 
Winchester-Western's shotgun mix, 452AA, 
in handgun ammo. The idea is fairly new to a 
lot of handloaders but, believe it, the whole 
thing came to life on page 74 of the July/ 
August 1982 issue of American Handgwmer. 
Derk von Huls, Waffen Munition, Frank
furter St., 8, 6110, Dieburg (and isn't Dieburg 
just where a devout handloader would live!), 
Germany, had checked in to inform us that he 
was loading 5.6 grains of said fcxlder behind 
a linotype-cast H&G 68 that weighed 189 
grains. Velocities from his .45 auto averaged 
992 fps, with an extreme spread of 23 fps. 
"This load makes major on anybcxly's pen
dulum, gives good penetration, extreme 
accuracy, and is extremely mild to shoot," he 
concluded. 

And that, "mild to shoot," was what was 
significant. The competition gang, already 
sold on recoil-reducing "comp" guns, logi

. cally cottoned to the idea of using a propellant 
that would reduce recoil even further. 

Wetl benefitted by a landmark contribution 
from a reader; only Gcxl and the demograph
ics people had the least concept of how many 
had something in the way of valuable infor
mation to share, and so it was that the policy 
of encouraging readers to chip in - or chip 
their teeth about anything to do with compo
nents or tools-was sustained. It's paid off, 
because we've been able to share information 
and thereby expand our knowledge of hand
loading infinitely beyond any individual's 
sphere of concept and experience. 

Which statement provides a cue for me to 
stop reminiscing over a prideful decade and 
get to the business at hand. We get letters, 
wow do we get letters! The large wocxlen 
mai lbox here at Route I, Box 7, Llano, CA, 
93544 (a three-mile strip of rutted 
lithosphere that slices through wilderness 
country), is daily stuffed with letters that 
contain valuable information about hand
loading. By and by, we get them all into 
print-often with appropriate comments-as 
space permits. So, if you've contributed to 
this burgeoning wellspring of information 
and haven't seen your ideas in print, don't 
think we don't care; it'll show up. 

J .R. Schroeder, a Bracketville, Texas, 
predator control officer, writes: "I've had a 
chance to try many handguns, and have set-

tied on a Smith & Wesson Mcxlel 24 with a 
four-inch barrel. Shot loads in this gun for 
snakes are about like a .410 shotgun: very 
effective. My pet handload for sick skunks, 
raccoons, and so on, is 6.5 grains of Unique 
and a hardcast 205-grain full-wadcutter bul
let. With a shoulder or chest shot, it anchors 
them pronto. I can't shoot them in the head, 
because the head has to be sent to the lab in 
Austin, to be checked for rabies. This is a 
great load that you might want to pass along." 

Officer Schroeder concludes with: "My 
all-around favorite load is the 225-grain bul
let, mentioned above, ahead of 8.2 grains of 
Unique. Recoil is reasonable, there are no 
problems with pressure, and it's plenty 
potent!" 

And then there's a note from Jim Weller, of 
Erie, Pennsylvania, who says ittl be a gocxl 
idea to get in a plug for S&S bullets. "I've 
been in matches for two years now," he 
writes, "and their quality is above reproach. 
The bullets are always uniform and cast very 
clean and shiny. S&S uses the blue-colored 
lube and therefore are not messy like some 
brands I could name. I've fired over 4,000 of 
them in various weights and, weighing them 
at random, I've never had one vary more than 
about a grain from advertised weight, and 
they're very accurate. 

"S&S offers various calibers in handgun 
bullets, and they've begun offering a mcxlified 
H&G 68 in 185-grain weight that I've been 
using with 5.6 grains of 452AA to make 
major in IPSC matches with less jump than 
the standard 200-grain, although the actual 
felt recoil is a bit sharper." 

Weller adds that S&S bullets are available 
from Steve Nastoff, 1057 Laverne Avenue, 
Dept. AH, Youngstown, OH 44511, and says 
that Nastotfs prices for S&S bullets are on a 
par with what other makers charge. 

We have gone to testing and reporting on 
the merits of tools and components, too, as 
well as announcing the availability of new 
prcxlucts. For instance, during our publica
tion of the test report on the Dillon press (see 
March/April 1986 American Handgunner), I 
mentioned the inconvenience of having to set 
powder charges with a spanner wrench. 
Along the way, I'd altered my Dillon mea
sure's charge bar so I could dial in different 
charges by finger-twirling a knurled nut. 

Now, Hayden B. Oliver, whose business 
card proclaims him as a maker of shooting 
supplies and hardcast bullets, has sent a sam
ple of a powder-adjustment knob set that's 
made especially for the Dillon powder mea
sure. They sell for $11.95 per pair and, had I 
known they were available that inexpensively 
when I was doing my testing, l'd've ordered 
them rather than involve myself in all that 
drilling and tapping. Oliver's ordering 
address is 716 N. Hughes, Dept. AH, Little 
Rock, AR 72205. 

That's not all. This thing is busting at the 
seams and deserves book-length attention. 
Meanwhile, if you've a tip or a prcxluct, or a 
beef or bouquet to offer, look back and pick 
up the Handloading address. It's always gocxl 
to hear ~ 
from you! ~ 
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$16.95 
Hard cover 

$24.95 Hard. 
autographed 
and numbered 

World champion handgun shooters 
Mickey Fowler and Mike Dalton teach 
you how and when to shoot. Enhance your 
ab ility to survive. Areas covered: safety 
• marksmanship • tactics • legal • 
women• technique• crime• guns and 
equipment• ammunition • 150 photos. 

• DRY-FIRE KITS 
PRACTICE AT HOME 
IMPROVE YOUR SKILLS 

ISi LOGO PRODUCTS 
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Hats (Baseball Type) ... . .... . .... . .. 6.00 
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Sweat Shirts ... . ...... .. ....... . .. 12.95 
T-Shirts w/pocket ... . .. . ........ . .. 7.00 
Belt Buckles 

Gun Belt J31, - 2" .....•........... 12.95 
Dress Belt 1-1 11," .... .. .......... 12.95 

ISi Patches ........ . . . . .. .......... 2.00 

Add $2.00 per book or $1.00 per logo 
item for postage and handling on all ISi 
logo products. Money order. Visa. and 
Master Card , (send number and expira
tion date) shipped immediately. Personal 
checks allow 3 weeks for delivery. Ca. 
residents add 61h% sales tax. 

CLASSES FORMING 
2 day and 5 day courses in self-defense or 
competition available. These international 
experts and Combat Masters will teach you 
to fire fast controlled shots , with the mental 
conditioning to obtain pin-point accuracy, 
and fulfill your personal goals! 

Send $2.00 for complet1 8 P1g1 
Brochure 1nd lnlorm1tlon P1ek1t 

to 
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DEPARTMENT A.H. 
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Sl1UETAS 
BERT STRINGFELLOW 

IHMSA CELEBRATES TENTH BIRTHDAY 
ALONG WITH AMERICAN HANDGUNNER 

0 rganized pistol silhouette competition 
was born at El Paso, Texas in October of 

1976, One month after the American Hand
gunner hit the newsstands with its first issue. 
Pistol silhouette is the first, and still the only, 
competition that allows the magnum pistol 
shooter to receive the full benefit of his 
pistol's power and long range accuracy. 

Silhouette competition originated in Mex
ico, where it was an entertainment at fiestas. 
In the beginning, live farm animals were tied 
at different ranges for rifle targets. Usually a 
chicken at 200 meters, a pig at 300 meters, a 
turkey at 385 meters and a sheep or goat at 
500 meters. 

The competitors would pay their fee, then 
fire a shot at the animal. If the competitor hit 
the animal, it was his to keep and eat. If he 
missed, the next competitor would take his 
turn at the firing line. 

A couple of problems are presented by the 
use of live targets. One, a big bore bullet 
makes a real mess out of a chicken and 
doesn't leave much for the pot. Secondly, the 
animal had to be skinned and dressed after 
being shot. Consequently, the game was 
revised to use steel silhouettes of the same 
farm animals for targets with the prize being 
an animal which had been skinned and 
dressed by the local butcher. 

To simplify scoring and to make the com
petition entertaining for the spectators, the 
steel targets had to be knocked over. 

During the '60s, a number of American 
clubs picked up the sport in its rifle version. 
They kept the same target configuration used 

in Mexico with one exception, the ram was 
'~ericanized" by adding horns to make it 
look like a desert big horn. 

In September of 1975, the first big bore 
pistol match was held in Tucson, Arizona. 
The match was promoted by Lee Juras and 
directed by Dale Miller and Ken Holford. 
Dale and Ken determined through experi
mentation that standard rifle targets should be 
set at 50, 100, 150 and 200 meters to present 
the pistol challenge they desired. I had the 
privilege of shooting that match, and I can 
verify that it was indeed challenging. 

Later in June of 1976, John Adams, a 
number of Southwest Pistol League mem
bers and I hosted a pistol silhouette match in 
Los Angeles. Both of these matches, Arizona 
and California, had a course that required the 
competitor to run as though chasing an ani
mal and then shoot at targets at different 
ranges. The pistol rules were "SHOOT 
WHAT YOU.:SRUNG." 

The 1976 El Paso match (later to be known 
as IHMSA's founding match) did not have a 
running course, but there were still no pistol 
rules. Any pistol that met the BATF defini
tion of a pistol was acceptable. 

One evening during the match a meeting 
was held in Elgin Gates motel room, and the 
International Handgun Metallic Silhouette 
Association was formed. The word "interna
tional" being used as there were competitors 
from outside the United States at the match. 
In fact, the match was won by Jose Poras of 
Mexico with a pistol that would be in the 
Unlimited category today. 

OFFICIALLY APPROVED FOR l.H.M.S.A. COMPETITION. 

CHIMERE™=;~=-
Mode/ 454 • 

If you shoot handgun for silhouette, hunting or just 
for fun, this Cabretta leather glove was made especially for you! 

There's " just enough" padding for comfort. The glove's scientific 
design provides real protection against direct and transferred 

recoil , dramatically reducing the risk of ulnar or planar nerve stress. 

Try them once and bring up your scores or bring down game like 
· never before! Your satisfaction is unconditionally guaranteed. 

GUARANTEE: If you are not fully satisfied with the Model 454 Shooter's Glove, simply return wi.thin 10 days for a 
complete refund. MasterCharge-Visa accepted (215) 296-3816 

Avail. in Rt. Hand, Lft. Hand or Pair. Please specify Hand and Hand Size (SM, MD, LG, XL or XX). Include check or 
money order for $12 (1 Glove) or $20 (Pai~ , payable to: 

CHIMERE, INC. 452 Conestoga Rd., Malvern, PA 19355 
(Dealer/Rep Inquiries Invited) 

The founders ofIHMSA set the guidelines 
for a pistol competition that was to sweep the 
country and spread to Belgium, Canada and 
across the Pacific to Australia. 

In the beginning there were two categories 
of competition, Production and Unlimited, 
and the competitors were broken into four 
classes according to skill. Now, IHMSA has 
four categories of competition, Production 
pistol, Production revolver, Standing and 
Unlimited, combined with six classes in each 
category. IHMSA also sponsors a duplicate 
shorter range competition for . 22 pistols. 

During the first four years of IHMSA's 
existence, a number of milestone decisions 
were made. In 1978 we introduced long range 
pistol silhouette to the NRA. The Utah 
IHMSA members held a match during the 
1978 NRA Salt Lake convention to demon
strate the potential of this new sport to the 
NRA silhouette committee. Later that same 
year John Adams and I directed the first NRA 
Long Range Pistol Silhouette Championship 
at the Angeles Range outside Los Angeles. 

We solidified the organization's rules in 
1979. This solidification began when the 
membership voted by a 92 % landslide to 
disallow any gunsmithing or modifications to 
a Production pistol. This unprecedented 
move eliminated any possibility of it becom
ing an equipment race, rather than a test of 
skill. Later that year the Revolver was split 
out of the Production pistol category into a 
separate category for Revolvers. 

IHMSA, like all the responsible shooting 
organizations, is very safety conscious and 
the delegates voted unanimously to make eye 
and ear protection mandatory at all IHMSA 
sanctioned matches, along with the normal 
safety considerations. 

The last rule passed in 1979 was a rule 
requiring that the organization remain an 
organization for amateur competition. This 
rule was referred to during the debates as the 
"No shoot for loot rule." The membership 
expressed its desire to shoot for honors, 
rather than make its championships commer
cial events. 

The sport of pistol silhouette has grown 
and prospered for IO years. The American 
Handgunner has assisted in that growth by 
supporting the competitions and reporting 
the latest in silhouette pistols, cartridge 
development and techniques. 

Ruger released the first revolver cham
bered for the 357 Rem Max (known as the 
357 Super Mag during its development by 
IHMSA). Dan Wesson followed suit by 
releasing their .357 Super Mag. The com
bination of the Dan Wesson revolver and the 
357 Super Mag cartr idge has taken the 
IHMSA Revolver Championship for the last 
three years running. 

Yes, they have been IO good years. The 
silhouette game ranges throughout our nation 
and around the world. An organization which 
was started in a smoke filled motel room in El 
Paso, Texas by a dozen enthusiasts has grown 
to 35,000 members who own their own 100 
acre home range. I feel honored to have had 
the privilege of being 111111111(19.. 
part of pistol silhouette. ~ 
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VIETNAM. YOU HAVE TO SEE IT 
TO UNDERSTAND IT. 

THE CBS VIDEO LIBRARY INTRODUCES A REVEALING NEW 
VIDEOCASSETTE SERIES. THE VIETNAM WAR WITH WALTER CRONKITE. 

anywhere else. And you can own it 
for just $4. 95-a full $35 off the reg
ular subscription price. 

As a subscriber, you'll broaden 
your understanding of every stage 
of the war. Future videocassettes 
will arrive about one every 6 

weeks, always for a 10-day free ex
amination. Each is $39. 95 plus 
shipping and handling. There is no 
minimum number you must buy and 
you can cancel your subscription at 
any time. 

Vietnam. Never was a war cial battle . .. from the streets of 
For faster service, use your 

credit card to order and call toll 
free 1-800-CBS-4804 (in Indiana, 
call 1-800-742-1200). Or mail the 
coupon. In return, you'll gain an 
understanding of Vietnam only 

more thoroughly examined and Hue to Khe Sanh, where 6, 000 
documented. Yet cold facts Marines held off over 40,000 
don't tell the whole story. Or North Vietnamese ... and to 
answer the underlying ques- Saigon, where MPs shot it out 
tions. What made this war so by w':1~":'~".:nki•• with a Vietcong suicide squad in your VCR 
different and so tough to fight? Did the U.S. Embassy compound. 
we really lose on the battlefield? "The Tet Offensive" is an eye-
What was it like for the fighting opening experience you won't find 
man? 

THE FIRST VIDEOCASSETTE IN THIS EXCLUSIVE 
COLLECTION FROM THE CBS VIDEO LIBRARY 

"THE TET OFFENSIVE" 
FOR JUST $4.95. 

with subscription 

To understand Vietnam, you 
need added perspective. You need 
to see and hear it for yourself. And 
now you can. In the new videocas
sette series, The Vietnam War with 
Walter Cronkite, graphic CBS com-
bat footage has been assembled to ' c BS VIDEO LIBRARY _ __ _ 
give you a complete picture. 

·"' Through 
ambushes and 
firefights, boo
by traps and 

snipers, Phan
• toms and SAM 
missiles, you 'll wit

ness it all. You'll follow 
American soldiers into 

action from the Mekong Delta to the 
DMZ. Your first videocassette , 
"The Tet Offensive," will show you 
the full scope of the war's most cru-

Dept. ACS. 1'0. Box 1111. Terre Haute, IN 478ll 

YES, enter my subscription to THE VIETNAM WAR WITH WALTER CRONKITE under the terms described in 
this ad. Send me "The 'le t Offensive" at the introductory price of $4. 95, which I am paying as indicated below (/ill 
in). Also send me fu ture cassettes (at $39. 95 plus $2.45 shipping and handling) on 10 days' approval, with no 
obligation to purchase. 
Check One: D VHS D BETA Check how paying: 
..J CHECK ENCLOSED for $4. 95* (futu re cassettes billed with shipment). 
D CREDIT CARD Charge my series purchases, beginning with $4. 95* for my first cassette. to: 
D American Express D VISA D MasterCard D Diners Club 

Vll 
V12 

Account No. _ _ _______________ Expires _____ _ 

Signature _ _ _______________________ _ 

NAME _ _ _ _________ PHONE ( 

ADDRESS _ _____ ____________ APT. _____ _ 

CITY STATE ZIP _______ _ 
NOTE: All subscriptions subject to review. CBS Video Library reserves the right to reject or cancel any subscription. Offer limited 
to continental U.S. (excluding Alaska). •Applicable sales tax added to all orders. 



lEATHAM'S COlUMN 
ROB LEATHAM 

FIVE STEP BY STEP LESSONS ON HOW TO 
IMPROVE YOUR DRAW FROM A HOLSTER 

The American Handgunner is pleased to 
announce the inaugural column by Combat 
Master Rob Leatham. Our thinking is that 
Rob's unparalleled shooting accomplish
ments defy a pithy title, so were calling this 
regular feature simply Leatham's Column. 

Rob Leatham holds the distinction of being 
the only shooter to ever win both premiere 
matches on the professional shooting circuit 

in the same year. Rob won the 1985 Steel 
Challenge (prize purse, $200,(XJO) and the 
1985 Bianchi Cup (prize purse, $1(;(),()()()). 

More impressive yet, in 1985 Rob became 
the only shooter to ever complete Combat 
Shooting's Triple Crown by winning the 1985 
IPSC National Championships in addition to 
the two professional matches mentioned. 
(Mickey Fowler is the only other shooter to 
win all three, but he accomplished this in 
separate years as opposed to one year for 
Rob.) 

Rob has won an unprecedented three IPSC 
National Titles: 1983, 1984andl985. 

In addition, Rob reigns as the current 
IPSC World Champion. He is considered the 
odds-on favorite to win again this year. 

Simply put, Rob Leatham is the most tal
ented handgunner to ever shoot a pistol in 
competition. Some might think this could 
lead to a "prif'{.la donna" attitude, but nothing 
of the sort has .riffected Rob's outgoing per
sonality and .friendly disposition. 

Rob's pretty wife, Char, is expecting their 
first child. The Leathams are currently pur
chasing their first home with money earned 
by shooting a handgun in competition. 
Remember Rob's success story the next time 
an anti-gunner tells you handguns have no 
legitimate value. 

T his column marks the beginning of a 
series of articles devoted to equipment 

and techniques I have learned and used in my 
career as a competitive· shooter. 

I have acquired quite a few ideas which I 
have incorporated into my shooting that may 
be of interest to you, whether an aspiring 
national champion or a grizzled old veteran 
of countless events. 

Many of the thoughts and techniques, 
along with the assorted equipment, may be 
very familiar to many of you. I hope I can 
shed some new light which just may open 
your mind up to finding new and better ways 
of doing things. 

To those new in the game, I hope to accel
erate your learning curve- skipping the mis
takes we all make on the road to knowledge 
and concentrating on those items which will 
be of lasting benefit. 

I may ramble on about a certain item at 
times such as mental discipline or correct 
practice, but try to see what I am driving at 
and we may both learn something. 

From time to time I will address what I 
refer to as the "Soft Science" of shooting. 
This will not be hard and fast study of facts, 

Rob shows the 
start position (top 
leh) and final 
shooting stance 
(lower right). He 
explains the five 
step draw (center) 
in detail in the 
accompanying 
text. 

- ' ·. 
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but an observation of important subjects moves as much up as forward. Avoid draw
which have become of major importance to ing the gun then pushing down and forward 
me in my competitive career. This will deal in a long dipping motion. Remember the gun 
with things like mental attitude, relaxation should never go lower than it previously was. 
while shooting, and why we do what we do Between positions three and four, get your 
under the strain of match conditions. These support hand on the gun as soon as possible. 
topics have been dealt with by others on This will speed the pushing movement and 
various occasions, but possibly not explained give you time to adjust your hold on the gun. 
the way I will. Take the safety off between three and four. 

I have been successful in shooting com- No gain in speed will be noticed from doing it 
petition. By those who require a definition for earlier and will preclude any danger of an 
everything, I am what many would com- accidental discharge doing damage should 
manly refer to as a gamesman. On the other you be on the trigger too soon. 
hand- to define the other side of the coin-I Between positions four and five "push" the 
consider myself a martial artist. Of all this I gun forward as though you were punching 
am not overly concerned because I am a someone with hands clasped. Smoothly put 
shaoter first and do this for enjoyment as your finger on the trigger and when your 
priority one. arms are fully extended you will be ready to 

Ifl seem opinionated, please forgive me. I fire. When reaching that all important fifth 
am not always right, but I am not always position, reach it smoothly. Once again, you 
wrong. do not want the gun bouncing around as you 

In this issue I will be discussing the draw will only be able to fire an accurate shot when 
and the equipment which pertains to the everything becomes steady. 
draw. It is one of the fundamentals to combat Many people will shoot with either one or 
shooting, whether competition oriented or both arms bent. Although I prefer the 
defensive in nature. extended arm position for strings of fire 

The draw we will use as an example will requiring more than two close shots, good 
start with the weapon loaded and safe in a shooting is being done either way and the 
holster worn on the strong side, hanging draw remains unchanged. 
from a belt worn through the pant's belt Understand that these five steps are an 
loops. The hands begin in the familiar "sur- extremely simplified version of how I nor-
render position ," which means hands are mally teach this technique. It does cover the 
above the shoulders. You will start facing the major points and "when executed properly 
target. See photo for various positions desig- will give you a SII\9oth, quick, consistent 
nated by numbers. draw, placing you in a stable position from 

In today's competition, shooting against which to shoot. You may need to adapt some 
the best the country has to offer, I see excel- aspects of each detail to yourself. We are not 
lent shooting done routinely. You as a rookie all built the same and therefore cannot expect 
at your first match or experienced club level to move and be comfortable in an exact pre-
shooter may never have the opportunity to determined form. Obviously, this does not 
see or question a national level competitor work for a cross draw holster which is used 
and therefore may not know what is possible. by many competitors. It is very close and 
The technique I will discuss here is used by only a few changes are necessary to adopt it. 
many of the finest and has proven very I did not invent or discover this technique, 
effective. nor feel it is better or worse than another. I 

From the first position, at the command to use it and have had excellent results with it. 
begin, the shooter moves both his gun hand The equipment you choose can become a 
and support hand down as straight as possible major consideration to the style or techniques 
to the second position. The strong hand is on you employ. Always remember they are for 
the gun and the support hand in front of the your use and are to help you perform a given 
stomach slightly above belt level. The strong task. Never become a slave to your 
hand then "pops" the pistol from the holster equipment. 
up and forward to the fourth position. Now I see no sense in using inferior equipment 
the support hand is on the gun and beginning for any reason other than nothing else is at 
to lock in the grip. The thumb on the strong hand. If you use a poor fitting holster and 
hand knocks the safety off and in my case complain about how your gun seems to shift 
remains there while firing the weapon. The its position from draw to draw, why not get 
gun is then pushed forward and up into the another? I am not suggesting you go out and 
fully extended position. Now you are ready buy a multitude of different models, but ask 
to shoot. someone whose opinion you respect and bor-

Now you have the basic movements down, row their equipment for comparison. 
let us go over a few details and explain their I have a small trunk full of leather goods 
importance. When moving from pqsition one accumulated over the years and have found a 
to two, move quickly but smoothly. 'If you feel select few that I am able to use effectively. 
your body bounce around or continually miss There are several important factors to con-
your grip on the gun - slow down. Consis- sider when purchasing a new holster. First, 
tency is what we are after. Speed will come will it fit your needs? Do you want an ankle 
with practice and experience. holster for competition use? Do you want a 

When the strong hand stops at position low slung belt rig suitable for the sport offast 
two, it should not rest there but immediately draw for undercover duty as a law enforce-
snatch the gun from its resting place in the ment officer? No! You will find sometimes 
holster. the best you can do is a compromise. So it is 

Moving from two to three, notice the gun with holster design. 
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I have found a strong side design with the 
weapon held straight up and down to be very 
versatile, and in my experience very prac
tical. A proper design will hold the gun as 
securely as desired and still enable a quick 
draw. It should also protect the weapon, 
although from a purely competition oriented 
standpoint, this may be of no significance. It 
should be made from quality materials and so 
assembled as to last a lifetime and remain 
aesthetically pleasing. 

An excellent example will be a joy to own 
and never fail you. A poor example will only 
save you a few dollars initially and could cost 
you dearly in either competition or, regret
fully, in other ways much more serious and 
lasting than a match or championship. You 
get what you pay for. 

I am currently using a holster I helped 
design and of course find very suitable. It is 
available from Ernie Hill Speedleather (3128 
S. Extension Rd., Mesa, AZ 85202) and with 
matching belt and magazine carriers are the 
finest I have seen or used. I recommend them 
highly. 

Others who make quality leather goods I 
have had good use from are Davis Leather 
Co. (3930 Valley Blvd., Suite F, Walnut, CA 
91789) and Rogers Holsters, (1941 S. Walker 
Ave., Monrovia CA 91016), now a part of 
Safariland. Still more is available, but I have 
only used the above mentioned. 

Next issue I will discuss a few tips on 
practicing for IPSC and show you a few tips 
that will help your score and mental attitude. 
If you have any questions about this article or 
about the shooting sport, send them to my 
attention at Leatham's Column, 591 Camino 
de la Reina, Suite 200, ~ 
San Diego, CA 92108. ~ 

MIDWEST PIN BUSTING 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

The Second Annual Midwest Pin Busting 
Championship will be October ll and 12 at 
Bullet Hole Shooting Range in Kansas City, 
MO. All shooting of bowling pins based on 
Second Chance rules and classifications of 
shooters. For more information write Dave 
Brown, 6201 Robinson St., Overland Park, 
KS, 66202. 

.------_.. I START 
1H OME 
I BUSINESS 

I 
I 
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COPTAlK 
MASSAD AYOOB 

Washington, DC in 1980, it was a 
Handgunner writer who testified for Hansen 
and the other fired female agents that mod
ern, two-handed techniques and enlightened 
gun selection would have allowed them to 
qualify instead of flunking out of the FBI 
Academy at Quantico. The court agreed, 
ordering the agents rehired and decreeing 
that the Bureau "revise and update its 
obsolete and sexist firearms training." 

AYOOB REFLECTS ON HANDGUNNER'S 
ROLE IN LAW ENFORCEMENT MATTERS As the Bureau's weaponmasters faced this 

order of the court, a man well known to 
tion of the L-frame 686 series, a heavier-built Handgunner readers came to their rescue. 
weapon designed for a constant .357 diet. He was Bill Rogers, the ex-FBI agent who I n autumn of 1976, the debut of American 

Handgunner magazine did not go 
unnoticed in law enforcement circles. Six 
years before, the deaths of four California 
Highway Patrolmen in the "Newhall Mas
sacre" had been the catalytic slap in the face 
that awoke American police to the fact that 
they were undertrained and sometimes 
undergunned in the face of growingly profes
sional and skillful armed criminals. NYPD 
had completely revamped its training, and 
FBI was emphasizing its close combat and 
Tactical Reaction Course (TRC) over its old 
PPC format. A growing number of police 
agencies were realizing that something 
beyond quirky fad-ism had motivated the 
trandsetting Illinois State Police to switch to 
the 9mm service automatic. 

The birth of American Handgunner came 
within months of that of IPSC, and this most 
exciting game would get heavy play in the 
magazine. The cops were listening. By the 
early mid-80s, forward thinking police 
instructors like Frank Repass of the Orlando, 
Florida, PD would incorporate IPSC-style 
courses as standard police qualification, and 
for years before, other instructors had used 
"practical shooting" and "Comstock Count" 
drills to augment their conventional in-serv
ice police shooting programs. 

In the Combat Course column in that his
toric first issue, Mason Williams had pre
dicted this would happen. 

The American Handgunner would 
become the first "consumerist" firearms jour
nal. The early "theme issues" that would 
revolve around a particular gun-Combat 
Magnum, Dan Wesson, .45 auto, Browning 
Hi-Power- would show the featured hand
gun parts and all. For every line of copy that 
extolled the virtues of the gun of the month, it 
seemed there was another pointing up a 
shortcoming of design and showing how to 
fix or compensate for it. 

The magazine also commissioned the con
troversial Industry Insider column, which 
remains a fixture to this day. For the first 
time, the gun buying public-including the 
police armorers - had a pipeline into the 
executive suites in Gun Valley, where fire
arms design and marketing decisions were 
made. 

The cops were appreciative ... and some 
handgun industry honchos were outraged. 

An early Handgunner became the first 
national publication to break the story that 
S& W's model 66 stainless Combat Magnum 
was overheating and jamming with Magnum 
loads. Smith & Wesson subsequently went 
through design revisions to cure the problem, 
and ultimately succeeded with the introduc-
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It was also in the Industry Insider column had become famous as a topflight com
that the world first learned that Ruger was petitive shooter and brilliant holster maker. 
planning a military and police 9mm auto- Virtually single-handed, Rogers convinced 
loader. The same column was also the first to the Quantico instructors that the Weaver 
describe Ruger's Redhawk, the first truly stance and related techniques were the way to 
heavy-duty .44 Magnum double action, the go. These became the basis of the "FBI New 
gun that would be a test-bed for design fea- Method," incorporated by the Bureau in 1981. 
tures of the new-generation Ruger GP-100 FBI, the leader in American police firearms 
police service revolver that would be intro- training, had finally entered the modern age 
duced in 1986. of pistolcraft, carrying a multitude of smaller 

Gunmakers' reactions to this no-holds- agencies with it. 
barred reporting became intense. At one A landmark issue was the 1978 
point, the Industry Insider columnist had Handgunner that featured the S&W 9mm 
been exiled from several gun factories and at autoloaders. In its sister publication GUNS a 
least one holster company. Rakusan took the few years earlier, Jan Stevenson had pub
heat himself by taking over the Industry lished "The Saga of Smith's Parabellums," 
Insider column, which he writes to this day. and this nearly book-length work was 

The printed documentation of the updated in AH with an article by S&W's Roy 
Handgunner articles gave many police Jinks on the history of the firm's 9mm autos, 
armorers anftnunition to go to their chiefs and a trio of investigative reports by a writer 
and suppliers and demand newer and better who had debriefed numerous police depart
handguns . Similarly, the pages of ments and individual officers actually using 
Handgunner would become documentation the guns on the street. 
for other changes in police equipment and The series would win the author the first 
policy. George Nonte Memorial Award for Excel-

Jon Winokur became perhaps the first true Jenee in Firearms Journalism (and would be 
"sportsw; ter" of the handgun game with his plagiarized word for word, comma for 
dual Handgunner columns, Conversation comma, by an eastern freelancer in a police 
with a Champion and MasterTips. The latter professional journal). Fans of the gun were 
would have an unforeseen impact on law angered because they thought their favorite 
enforcement training. Around the nation, pistol was slapped by the article detailing 
police firearms instructors would clip and jamming and breakdowns and accidental dis
photocopy the one-page Master Tips as train- charges; opponents of the gun were angered 
ing guidelines for their officers. In 1985, the at what they saw as a general endorsement of 
extensive pilot project for new methods in the concept of DA 9mms in law enforcement. 
combat shooting developed for LAPD by Yet, the industry was listening. Within 
Larry Mudgett and John Helms would be three years, Smith & Wesson had introduced 
replete with several pictures taken directly their third generation 9mm autoloaders with 
from MasterTips, including Ray Chapman design improvements that virtually solved 
demonstrating his rollover prone position, the breakdown and jamming problems that 
and several famed shooters showing their had plagued the earlier weapons. 
versions of the _weaver Stance. While LAPD Handgunner had again fulfilled its role as a 
would ultimately semi-reject the Weaver, watchdog of handgun quality. 
making it optional rather than mandatory, the Year to year, Handgunner showed the 
Helms-Mudgett study convinced the Los advantages of auto pistols in the police ser
Angeles Police to adopt the double-tap (two vice (though not without publishing the argu
shot burst) , the flash sight picture and eye ments in favor of the revolver, for balance). 
level shooting at all distances, and the Har- Many of those articles were to be included in 
ries method of coordinating the flashlight police research projects to justify the adop
with the handgun-all techniques that had tion or optional approval of semiautomatics 
been shown and widely popularized by for duty and/or off duty use. The decade 
Handgunner. would see the str0nger trend to autos than at 

As other trends burgeoned, Handgunner any previous point in the history of US law 
readers were already well informed enough enforcement. In '76, Illinois had stood alone 
to read between the lines. The magaine had as the only state police agency equipped with 
made it clear many times that women in autoloaders, but by Handgunner's tenth anni
particular shot better from two-handed versary, they had been joined by the state 
stances, and when the landmark lawsuit police departments of New Jersey (HK P7), 
Christine Hansen, et. al. v. FBI was heard in and of Connecticut and Wyoming (both 
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NO COMPROMISES 
'85 IPSC NATIONALS 
Here's what a few of the competitors have 
to say about their PACT Timers; 

1st Place: R. Leatham "I never go 
to the range without it and neither 

should you. " 

2nd Place: B. Enos " ... measurably _ 
improved my basic shooting skills. '' 

3rd Place: D. Evancic "I've trained 
with my PACT Timer for 2V2 years 
its the best timer on the market. " ' 

NEW PACT MKll 
The NEW PACT MKll Championship Timer and 

Chronograph represents our commitment to design 
and production of the finest possible training equip
ment. To create it we combined the original Timer 
and Chrono-mod into a single unit. Then we 
dramatically cut the size and weight of the new 
package. Did we loose any features in the process? 
Not a one, in fact we added a few new ones - like 
a longer time limit for you PPG shooters, and 
automatic power factoring for all you IPSC shooters. 
The result is the smallest, lightest, most dependable, 
most cost effective and we believe, finest shooting 
timer and chronograph in the world . 

WHY DO I NEED A SHOOTING TIMER? 
Whether you are practicing for competition or to 

save your life; if you are going to improve, you must 
keep track of the two elements of markmanship that 
you are striving to master: accuracy and speed. 

Would you consider practicing without a target? 
Of course not, because without a target you have 
no measure of your accuracy. By the same token, 
if you practice without a timer, you have no accurate 
measurement of your speed. 

"The PACT Championship Timer is the most 
versatile timer on the market. Not only.is it an 
excellent training tool, it's also extremely 
useful for running matches. I think it's an ex
cellent value for the money." ... Mike Plaxco 

WHAT DOES THE CHAMPIONSHIP TIMER DO? 
In addition to providing you with an instant or 

delayed start signal [the length of delay is adjustable], 
the MKll Championship Timer records the time of 
each shot fired, "par times" and up to two "stop " 
plates. When you fire, the sound of your pistol trig
gers the unit which will simultaneously display the 
number of the last shot fired, the time since your 
previous shot or "par time", if you are using one, 
and your total time. 

EASY TO USE 

#[112 .27 
Fit~D SHOT 

• You have fired 12 shots. 

..., .. 
• Your twelfth shot came .27 seconds after your 
eleventh shot. 
• Your total time ~as 6.67 seconds. 

#007 1.54 
FIND SHOT 

4.07 

Now you are curious about how long your reload 
took, so you tell the Timer to "FIND SHOT #7" and 
you see that your reload took you 1.54 seconds. [The 
timer between your sixth and seventh shot.] 

$49.00 CHRONOGRAPH 
"The finest chronograph I have ever used" 
... Ross Seyfried 

Whether you shoot reloads or factory ammuni
tion, you need to know how fast the ammunition 
you use is going when it leaves your gun. 

#[1[15 FF .. :· ·-· 
Pl.1.IF.: FCTF.: 171.2 
By having the $49 CHRONO-MODTM installed in 

your Timer, you enable it to double as the best por
table chronograph on the market. When you fire, 
your Timer will display the shot number and veloci
ty of the last shot fired, as well as your current 
average velocity. When you finish your string, push 
"review", the Timer will display high velocity, low 
velocity and their corresponding shot numbers. Push 
"review" again and the Timer will display the ex
treme variation and average deviation. In addition 
each shot may be reviewed individually. Enter the 
bullet weight at the beginning of a string and the 
Timer will compute the power factor for each shot. 

WHY USE SKY SCREENS? 

*Patent 
Pending 

NEW PACT CHRONOGRAPH IN MAY 
In May we will introduce the PACT Precision 

Chronograph. This is a full feature chronograph which 
will sell for only $199. including sky screens! Please 
call us for more information. 

30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
Try the PACT MKll for 30 days. If you are not 

100% satisfied with every aspect of its performance, 
send it back undamaged (no fair driving over it) and 
we will refund your money. That's our promise and 
you can depend on it. 

DO IT TODAY 
Ordering a PACT MKll is easy! 

BY PHONE: 1-800-722-8462 
[In Texas] 1-214-641-0049 

BY MAIL: We'll need to know your name, 
address, and daytime phone number. Please 
enclose a personal check, bank check, 
money order or card number and expiration 
date from your Visa or MasterCard. C.O.D. 
orders welcome . 
PACT MKll CHAMPIONSHIP TIMER • $329 
PACT CHRONO-MOD [optional) - $49 
PACT SKY SCREENS $15. EACH $25./PAIR 
(compatible with Oehler chronographs) 

Shipping & Insurance - $5 UPS Ground, $10 
UPS Air. 4% charge for Visa or MasterCard. 
Texas residents add 5% sales tax. 

NOTE:This $329 price includes the Timer 
with belt clip, battery charger and manual. 
The CHRONO-MOD can be purchased with 
your Timer or it can be installed at a later 
date. 

BROCHURE AVAILABLE covering the 
PACT product line. $1.00 refundable with 
first purchase. 

One year limited warranty. 
The MKll is about as easy to use as your pocket 

calculator. For example, to enter a stop beep or ''par 
time" at 4 seconds, simply push "PAR". The timer 
will tell you "ENTER PAR TIME AND PUSH SET" 
so you push "4", "SET" . Want to change it to 6 
seconds? Just push " PAR", "6", "SET", it's that 
simple! 

The MKll uses remote mounted PACT or Oehler 
sky screens because we think it's stupid to launch 
bullets at things that cost lots of money! Should you P. 0. Box 531525 
ever miss and hit a sky screen (you never miss?) Grand Prairie, TX 75053 GIVE ME AN EXAMPLE: 

Let's say you fire six shots, reload and fire six 
more shots. Here is an example of what the Timer 
will display: 

your replacement cost may be as low as $2.50 for 
a new sky screen body and will not be higher than [214] 641-0049 
$15. for a brand new sky screen. 1-800-PACT INC 

PACT, MKll Championship Timer and CHRONO-MOD are Trademarks of Practical Applied Computer Technology, Inc. 



Thumb Break Scabbard 
This expertly crafted , highly concealable belt holster is the product 
of years of Desantis research and design . Using the suggestions 
of hundreds of law-enforcement officers who have had to 
live with just about every type of holster made , the 
Thumb-Break Scabbard allows the weapon to ride 
high , yet securely, and at an angle ideal for fast 
draw capabilities. It is available in custom 
molded models for most popular 
law-enforcement weapons. 

bT ne r
.sant1s 

Beretta 92) . Numerous municipal and county 
police, even in the super-traditionalist North
east, had likewise switched to the flat 9mm. 
Other trend-setting state police departments 
from New Hampshire to the West Coast were 
actively evaluating 9mm and .45 automatics. 
Even LAPD, long a bastion of revolver-only 
police policy, appeared on the verge of 
approving the Beretta 92 and/or Smith & 
Wesson model 459 for uniform duty use, and 
Chief Daryl Gates was publicly defending 
the concept of the police service automatic. 

LAPD had previously been touched by the 
pages of Handgunner. The Protective 
League's union chiefs had begged for ammo 
superior to the issue 158-grain lead round 
nose, but the pleas had fallen on deaf ears. An 
article in American Handgunner extolled the 
virtues of LAPD training and bemoaned the 
curious fact that such an advanced depart
ment clung to such dangerously outmoded 
cartridges. The Handgunner article was 
reprinted in the union newsletter, and two 
weeks later, the long-time advice of the street 
cops and of the department's own ordnance 
staff was answered when Chief Gates 
approved a softnose Federal "controlled 
expansion round" as the issue load. 

Handgunner became the first public sec
tor journal to publish the results of NYPD's 
"SOP-9 reports." Standard Operating Pro
cedure #9 was an in-depth study of thousands 
of armed encounters that had occurred in that 
city. The magazine had, for the first time, 
placed that vital information in the hands of 
law officers nationwide. 

For a decade, the magazine supported the 
use of high-performance handguns for 
plainclothes and off-duty police wear, begin
ning with the first issue's review of the now
defunct Security Industries 5-shot .357 on a 

~~llilillli!!llllliilillllllliill:i,!i~ .32 frame. Many of the publication's 130,000 readers were cops who became convinced 
DeSANTIS HOLSTERS that Magnums, 9mms, and .45s made more 

GO FIRST CLASS! sense for concealed carry than the classic 

ne r
.sant1s 

GUNHIDE'" 

Desantis manufactures a complete line of holsters "snubnose .38." Police gun buying trends 
and accessories, creatively designed to fill the would confirm that the magazine and the 

specific needs of gun enthusiasts and law average, thinking policeman were going in 
enforcement personnel. Available at your favorite the same direction. 

Firearms or Sporting Goods Store. Mail $2 for full AH would also follow the police handgun 
color catalog or request Free black and white sports. Second Chance in its early days was a 

catalog. Dealer inquiries invited. cops-only tournament, and sponsor Richard 

Dept. AH-609 • 149 Denton Avenue. New Hyde Park, NY 11040. 516-354_8000 Davis would later credit much of his match's 
success to glowing reviews by J. D. Jones and 
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HANDGUN HUNTERS 
WILSON'S GUN SHOP, INC . announces the in
troduction of their~Custom .44 MAGNUM 
Hunting Revolver Conversions. 

"Tested and Proven in Africa's Game Fields." 

For detailed information send a SASE and request 
"Hunting Handgun Brochure". 

WILSON'S GUN SHOP, INC. 
P.O. Box 578-1 

Berryville, AR 72616-0578 

other participant/writers in Handgunner. Dr. 
Robert Burgess' "Shoot for Loot" in 
Laramie, Wyoming was covered in 
Handgunner, and such prestigious agencies 
as the Texas Department of Safety under 
instructor Reeves Jungkind would adopt the 
running course as a test of advanced profi
ciency. And, while other journals would send 
reporters to cover the Police Combat 
National Championships , Handgunner 
would have a first-person report from a par
ticipant like Seth Nadel or Fred Romero. The 
same tradition would continue for most of the 
seven Bianchi Cups, a tradition that reached 
its zenith in 1985 when five Handgunner 
writers including editor Cameron Hopkins, 
Mike Dalton, John Pride, and Fred Romero 
competed in Cup VII -more than representa-

Continued 0 11 page 75 
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Collected by Jon Winokur 

Weak Hand Shooting 
Weal~ hand shooting is a problem for some shooters 
but it needn't be. Here's the simple technique I use: 

1. RELAX: A lot of shooters create problems for 
themselves by using uncomfortable, unnatural 
stances. For example, standing sideways to the 
target with a straight bocl~ and a bent arm just 
doesn't give you control over recoil. And shooting 
with a straight arm creates a pendulum effect which 
actually worsens the effects of recoil. [3ut standing in 
a relaxed . comfortable position allows you to 
control the pistol so that it recoils consistently, which 
in turn allows you to shoot consistently. 

2. LEAN INTO IT: Get your body weight behind 
the gun. 

3. STAND AT AN ANGLE TO THE TARGET: Don't stand 
.. square to the target, but rather at a slight angle. 

Keep your shoulders in line so that you con see the 
sights with your master eye. 

4. KEEP IT SIMPLE: I don't recommend tilting or 
canting the gun because it isn't natural. You're not 
accustomed to lool~ing at the sights at on angle. 
And when you change the angle, you change the 
point of impact, so you hove to remember to 
compensate by changing your point of aim. Too 
complicated. 

Follow these few guidelines and ovoid contorted or 
rigid positions. Do what's natural for you, and l~eep 
it simple. 

Shooting arm is almost straight, shoulders ore in line 
with the pistol. The forward l~nee is bent and the 
weight is forward . 

R0[3 LEATHAM, Combat Moster; 198J IPSC World 
Champion; 198J and ' 84 IPSC Notional Champion. 

' Jon W1nol<ur 1985 
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OUTSTANDING AMERICAN 
HANDGUNNER AWARDS-1986 

The 14th Annual Outstanding American 
Handgunner Awards Dinner was held at 

the New Orleans Hilton on April 25, 1986. 
Growing in stature each year, this affair has 
become the "Oscars" of handgunning, with 
many side-events, all connected with the 
handgunning sports. 

The 1986 nominees included Harry 
Reeves, holder of six National All-Around 
Pistol Championships; Lon Pennington, 
winner of the IHMSA revolver internationals 
in 1983, 1984and1985; Dean Grennell, Man
aging Editor of Gun World magazine; Elgin 
Gates, founder and president of the Interna
tional Handgun Metallic Silhouette Associa
tion; Ray Chapman, winner of the 1975 IPSC 
World Championship and designer of the 
Bianchi Cup Tournament; John Bianchi, 
Chairman of the Board of Bianchi Interna
tional; Rob Leatham, winner of the IPSC 
Nationals three times and the IPSC World 
Match in 1983; and Bob Milek, Field Editor 
of Guns & Ammo and Peterson's Hunting, 
and a renowned hangun hunter. 

From this prestigious list, the 1986 
OAHAF Awards Committee selected John 
Bianchi as the recipient of the 1986 award. 

Jerry Wilson, Ruger collector and premier 
silversmith, presented the 3rd Annual Hand-

gun Hunter of the Year Award, sponsored by 
Handgun Hunters Hall of Fame, to Tom 
Hammond, whose 83-lb. elephant must cer
tanly top the handgun hunters record book. 

The 2nd Annual Sierra Bullet Elmer Keith 
Handgun Writer of the Year Award went to 
Dean Grennell. 

The 2nd Annual American Pistolsmiths 
Guild Award of Excellence went to Ron 
Power, pistolsmith of Independence, Mis
souri. The presentation was made by Jim 
Clark, the 1985 recipient. 

A special presentation was made to Marty 
Huber for 50 years of service to Colt collec
tors and historians. Under Marty's direction, 
the Colt Historical Section tracks down and 
researches over 2,500 inquiries a year from 
Colt collectors. 

With the growing interest in all phases of 
handgunning, the importance of the Out
standing American Handgunner Awards 
Foundation as a vital outlet for pro-handgun 
publicity and information cannot be under
estimated. For more information on how you 
can become involved with this fast-growing 
movement, contact Larry Kelly, Chairman, 
OAHA, 41302 Executive Drive, -.. 
Mt. Clemens, MI48045. ~ 

THE EK SURVIVAL/FIGHTER: 
T he ultimate test of a knife is combat. 

Since 1941, Ek knives have proven themselves on the 
battlefields of World War II, Korea and Vietnam. They are the 
leading, private-purchase military knives in American history. 

The Ek Survival/Fighter; now available for the first time by 
direct purchase, is based on this tradition. 

Unlike other "survival" knives that are big on gimmicks but weak 
on quality, the Ek Survival/Fighterfeatures rugged, proven, full
tang design-a solid bar of high -carbon stainless steel running 
through the grip. The finest materials. Bench-made workmanship. 
And more steel than any other knife of its type and size. 

While other knives may be satisfactory under normal circum -
stances, the Ek S/ F is designed for when the chips are down and 
your life depends on it. Be it a hunting trip in the wilds or a mili
tary operation in distant lands. In a world of comprorpise, Ek 
knives don't. 

Make no bones about it, Ek knives aren't for Girl Scouts or Holly
wood movies. They're for military professionals, adventurers and 
men who know good knives. No other knife even comes close. Be
cause if your knife doesn't survive, you might not either. 

Order with the coupon or by telephone. Satisfaction guaranteed, 
or return within 45 days for a refund. 

1. WRIST THONG- Prevents losing your 
knife when you need it the most. 

2. REINFORCED POINT -
The angle and thickness of the bevel 
grinding to the point is increased to 
resist bending and breakage, 
yet retain the ability to 
pierce a steel 
oil drum. 

3. HIGH-~"°UI .. 
Made of the very finest American high
carbon, surgical stainless steel, the blade is 
heat treated to 1950° F, then plunged to 
120° F below zero to retain a razor edge. 

ASS GUARD- Downswept 
or comfort, to increase thrusting and slash

ing power and to prevent jamming the thumb. 

P WAISTED- Increases cutting and 
slashing power. 

"Up to now I '"'ed only a Ramlall knife. Bat I bought 
arr Ek and so/cl my Randall. The Ek is sharper and 
holds an edge longer ... I need the best knife I can get." 4. RAZOR-POLISHED EDGE-Shaving 

sharp and easy to resharpen. D.R. 



KING'S COMP 
recoil and muzzle lift is reduced substantially 
from that of a stock, five-inch gun. 

Along with its recoil reduction , the 
installation of King's compensator produces 
the desirable side-effect of improved 
accuracy. When I first shot my .45 with the 
unit installed I discovered that my 25 yard, 
slow-fire groups, that had been in the neigh
borhood of four inches, shrunk to two inches. 

THE AFFORDABLE COMPENSATOR 

There are, however, some drawbacks. The 
use of lead bullets will leave some lead resi
due in the ports of the compensator and 
inside, near the muzzle. This residue builds 
up quickly and must be removed. I use a 
small knife blade to scrape out the accumula
tion whenever I clean the gun. 

By Trip Neisler 

K ing's Recoil Compensator is actually a 
national match solid barrel bushing 

with an inch-and-a-half slotted extension. It 
is machined from one piece of 416 stainless 
steel, RC 30-35. Fitting the barrel is accom
plished by precise machine turning and pol
ishing of the barrel until the correct fit is 
obtained. Properly installed there is abso
lutely no movement in the barrel bushing and 
when the gun is in battery the barrel Jocks up 
solidly in the same place every time. 

Instructions were included for fitting the 
unit to the slide. All that was needed was a bit 
of polishing on the inside of the slide, first 
with #220 sandpaper, then a final polish with 
#(f.XJ. I easily obtained a tight fit with almost 
no metal removed from the slide. 

The unit works to reduce recoil in two 
ways: the four slots cut into the top of the 
compensator direct gases upward, exerting a 

downward force on the gun; and the added 
weight of the stainless extension helps to 
reduce muzzle lift. I found that the extra 
weight at the muzzle was a great aid in point
ing the gun. Instead of having to search for a 
sight picture after the draw, with King's 
Recoil Compensator installed the sights seem 
to align themselves. The additional inch-and
a-half of length made drawing the gun some
what cumbersome until I adjusted my draw 
to allow for the difference. 

When compared in appearance to what 
everyone has come to recognize as a "com
pensator," King's unit is decidedly different. I 
have had competitors ask me if the unit was a 
long, ported barrel. Although King's Recoil 
Compensator may qot be as pretty as some, it 
gets the job done. Recoil reduction isn't in the 
same league with the custom fitted barrel 
units available at much greater cost. But felt 

The exterior of the barrel becomes dirty 
rapidly, too. This is because when the gun is 
fired and the slide moves to the rear, the 
barrel is mostly encompassed by the compen
sator, which retains some of the gases and 
drifting lead residue. The lubricant on the 
barrel picks up some of this unattached resi
due and the return to battery will be inhibited 
after 100-200 shots. In other words, if you 
don't keep the gun clean it will fail to function 
properly. I've experimented with various 
lubricants and have found nothing to totally 
remedy this problem. 

For me, and perhaps for you, King's 
Recoil Compensator offers affordable com
pensation coupled with quick-pointing and 
improved accuracy. I think that having to 
clean my gun fairly often is a small price 
to pay for these ~ 
advantages. ~ 

NOICE OF PROFESSIONALS 

8. PARAGRIP ™ HILT- Non-slip, 
resilient, comfortable. Can be quickly 
unwrapped to provide 18 feet of 
military-approved, olive drab, para
c:hute cord for emergency lashing. 

9. EXTENDED BUTT - The unique Ek 
extended butt can be used as a pry bar or, 
defensively, as a "skullcrusher pommel" while 
it provides extra protection for the hand. 

""It's excellent ... you could easily double the price .. . 
I knott~ l'\'I! got some really good ones (knfres) .. . 
l'l·e been in the Mm·ine C.?rps for 20 years." S.C. 

10. QUALITY OLIVE 
DRAB NYLON 
SHEATH- The belt 
loop is large enough for 
a military web belt. 
D-ring and thong allow 
it to be worn in a variety 
of positions. Wrapped 
with 8 feet of Hoggin' 
Cord"' lashdown strap. 
The knife is retained 
by a velcro fastener. 

FULL TANG- The Ek Knife is solid steel 
from point to butt. The tang (the steel under 
the grip) is a full-width, full-thickness exten
sion of the blade, making this the most rug
ged, dependable knife ever designed. This 
expensive feature requires much more steel 
than a rat-tail or stub tang but provides 
unequaled strength. It is not found in any 
other military/ survival knife in this price 
category. 

~~~~~ Made in America, By Americans, 
For Americans, • 

r---------------------------------------------
8r SURVIVAL/FIGHTER KNIFE ORDER FORM 

Please send me __ Ek Survival/Fighter Knives with sheath at $79 each, plus $2 per 
knife shipping, handling and insurance. Satisfaction guaranteed or return in 45 days for 
refund. ~ 

@ 
"'"""'° 11111.USA 

Battle Proven in Three Wars · 

\\ORLDW\H: II KORI : \ \ .IE1"'.\ \.\1 

0 Check enclosed 0 Please charge my credit card 
MC, VISA, AMEY Exp. --

Street ____________________ _ 

City State ___ Zip _____ _ 

EK COMMANDO KNIFE COMPANY Dept. E20 ~ 
601 "1orth Lombanly St.. Richmond. Virginia 23220 24-hr. TOLL FREE: (800) 468-5575 

In Virginia ca ll 1804 ) 257 · 7272. Virginia residents please add tax. 
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Leather Cases 
Single, Double and Triple genuine 
leather cases avai lable for all HKS 
Speedloaders. Black, Brown or Tan. 
No. 105 Single $13.95 
No. 103 Double $18.95 
No. 102 Triple $18.95 (No Flap) 

0 CORDURA CASE 
(NYLON-DOUBLE) 

$8 95 -BLACK
- CAMOUFLAGE-

• SMITH & WESSON 
. 38, .357, 22-J, 22-K, .41 Mag., 
.44 Spec., .44 Mag., .45 Auto Rim, 
.45 Colt Long, .9MM 

• COLT .38, .357, .22 
• RUGER .38, .357, .44 Mag., 

Security Six, Speed Six, Red Hawk 
•DAN WESSON 

.38, .357, .22 LR., .44 
•CHARTER ARMS 

.22, .38, .357, .44 Special, .22 LR. 
• H&R .22 LR., 9-Shot 

See Your Local Gun Dealer 

HKS Products, Inc. 
7841 Foundation Drive 
Florence, Ky. 41042 

CONVERSATION 
WITHA 

CHAMPION 
By Jon Winokur 

Ray Chapman is a distinguished member 
of the handgunning community. He is one of 
the five original Combat Masters (along with 
Jeff Cooper, Jack Weaver, Elden Carl and 
Thell Reed) and was the first /PSC [Interna
tional Practical Shooting Confederation] 
World Champion. His Chapman Academy is 
widely acclaimed as one of the top shooting 
schools in the country, and under his ste
wardship the Bianchi Cup Tournament has 
become the premier event on the combat 
shooting circuit. I spoke with him recently on 
a variety of practical shooting subjects: 

JW: Ray, you were a practical shooting 
pioneer. How did your shooting career 
begin? 
RC: When I moved to Southern California 
from Oregon in 1953 , sport shooting was 
beginning to take off with "Fast-Draw" and 
"Quick-Draw" shooting. Fast-Draw was with 
live ammunition and Quick-Draw was with 
blanks, but the guns and leather were the 
same: single-action pistols and tied-down 
holsters. 
JW: What did the matches consist of? 
RC: You simply stood on the line and tried to 
beat your opponent to the draw and pop a 
balloon or hit an impact target at close range . 
Almost all of it was from the hip because it 
was extremely fast shooting. They were the 
only games in town at that time, but they 
evolved into what we now call practical 
shooting. The more we shot, the more com
plicated we made it; the more complicated it 
got, the more we developed the equipment. 
Finally, around 1958 or '59, I started shooting 
a semi-automatic pistol. 
JW: You were the first gamesman, weren't 
you? 
RC: Gamesman? 
JW: Yeah, weren't you the first to sit down and 
analyze the courses of fire beforehand and 
approach them scientifically? 

Attention! 
COMl3AT 

SHOOTERS 
A COMPENSATOR FOR 

YOUR AUTO•• BUILT AND 
PROFESSIONAILY m 

TO YOUR GUN FOR 
UNDER$200 

WHAT WILL MY SS COMP DO FOR YOU?? 

1. Reduce Muzzle Jump 
2. Lessen Recoil 
3. Increase Accuracy 
4. Increase Sight Radius 

HOW CAN I DO IT so·INEXPENSIVELY?? 

My design allows me to machine the SS Comp 
in large numbers leaving only critical areas to 
be fit - so I'm spending shop time fitting and 
finishing on your gun . Each SS COmp is 
machined entirely from a solid piece of 4140 
Chrcrme Moly steel (we use no castings). It is 
attached with a special high strength silver 
solder (we have never had an SS Comp come 
off in testing or in the field) . We then 
painstakingly hand.fit each SS Comp to the gun 
it goes on . Then we blue the SS Comp and 
your slide together so they will match. Finally 
we go to the range and test each gun to assure 
that it functions reliably. 

GUARANTEE 
Try the SS Comp - if it doesn't do what we say 
it will do, just send your gun back. We'll not 
ony give your money back, but will replace 
your old barrel with a brand new Colt barrel -
(My design allows you to switch back and forth 
at will) . You. can't lose. 

To try theS.S Comp send your gun to us by UPS 
along with $195.00 ($4.50 postage & insurance) 
for a total of $199.50 - or if you have any 
questions please feel free to call the number 
below. 

Remember we also do nearly all other 
modifications for your handgun (sights, metal 
checkering, hard chroming, etc.). For our free 
brochure send us a request at the address 
below. 

SHOOT I ST 
SUPPLY 

6225tb 
Belle Fourche, SD 57717 

C.O.D.'s Welcome 
or call your Visa and Mastercharge 

orders to 
[605) 892-2822 
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RC: I don't call that being a gamesman, I call 
it being practical. If you're going to compete 
in a practical shooting operation youtl better 
know as much about it as you possibly can. A 
guy would be an absolute fool to just run out 
and say, "Here I am-shoot me!" I wanted to 
know where the targets were, where the 
cover was, where the shots were going to 
come from. The more· you know about the 
situation the more "practical" you are. I tried 
to figure out every possible angle in order to 
win. If you call that being a gamesman, okay, 
but I call it being practical. 

uUetaQoy 9ndustlcles. 9nc. 
THE METALOY 

HARD CHROME FINISH 
-Phenomenal molecular bond, will 

not chip or peel 
-Extremely hard satin finish 

(R/C 70) 
-Super lubricity 
-Excellent protection against rust 
-All internal and external parts 

processed 

METALOY INDUSTRIES, INC. 
JW: Then you must prefer published matches 
over surprise matches? 
RC: Surprise matches are excellent for train
ing, but they're not very good for competition 
because it's very difficult to keep a match a 
surprise even for the first guy who shoots it. 
In almost every surprise match that I've ever 
competed in, the ones who shoot last usually 
win. When I went to a surprise match I never 
showed up until about three or four in the 
afternoon because by that time everybody 
knows what's going on. 

Route 3, Box 211-DM 
P.O. Box 578 

1111.-'iililli~llllll•••lliij__ __ ~ Berryville, Ark. 7 261 6 

Dealer & Law Enforcement Inquire Ph. 501-545-3611 

JW: You won the first IPSC World Champi
onship, in 1975. What do you recall about the 
match? 
RC: It was in Zurich, Switzerland. There 
were two other Americans in the field, Ron 
Lerch and a fellow who was in the Air Force 
over there who's name escapes me at the 
moment. Ron Lerch came in second - I only 
beat him by about two or three points. 

I used a Colt .45 auto with custom work by 
Jim Hoag. Most of the Europeans used the 
Colt - some in 9mm but most in .45 caliber, 
and some the Sig 210. 

It was a tw~y event with about a hun
dred contestants from all over the world. It 
was pretty hectic because the match officials 
didn't speak English - we had to learn the 
German range commands. 

It was a different style of shooting. There 
were a lot of odd targets. I remember one 
stage had four small circles in the center of a 
piece of cardboard and you had to draw and 
fire one shot at each of those small circles in 
something like three seconds. From ten 
yards, you couldn't see the circles - you just 
had to shoot for the center of the cardboard 
and hope that you hit them. Fortunately, after 
other competitors shot at the targets for a 
while and they started taping up the holes, 
you could see the tape patterns. So when I 
shot I used the tape as a guide and cleaned that 
particular stage. In fact , that's where I won 
the match. 
JW: Do you consider winning the World· 
Championship your greatest competitive 
achievement? 

LIFE SIZE 
PELLET 

FIRING 

RC: No. It was very rewarding, but I really p- ____________ - --· 
looked upon it as just another match. The I GUARANTEED DISTRIBUTORS, Dept. 499MU74 I 
thing that really left me satisfied with myself Clltlty Road 887, HarUord, Mlclll11n 49057 
was the first time I "cleaned" the Mex- I YES, please rush me my pellet-firing MINl·UZI Submachine Gun tar· I 

I get weapon. Also include my FREE targets and 50 reuseable pellets. I'm I 
ican Defense Course. It was a greater per- I enclosing $9.95--the complete purchase price-plus S2.25 for UPS 
sonal triumph thali winning the World delivery and handling . If I'm not completely satisfied you'll refund my I I money right away I 
Championship. I Name I 

And one of the toughest things for any 
shooter to do in that era was to win the I Address I 
Southwest Pistol League Championship I City /State /Zip I 

I s Total NO PERMIT HEOUIREO NOT SULO IN NEW YOHK CITY. I 
because the League had, without a doubt, the L enclosed MICHIGAN STATE RESIDENTS ADD SALES TAX. • 

best pistol shooters in the world . That's - • • - - - - - - - - - - - - • • 
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The world famous UZI 
weapons family, which 

includes the UZI Sub
machine Gun and the UZI 

carbine , now has a major 
new addition: the MINI-UZI 

Submachine Gun. It's 
already a favorite with police, 

security, and special military 
forces around the world . 

And now comes this pellet
firing, hard-hitting replica. Make 

no mistake: this is a life-size ver
sion and includes a full-size, 15-

shot magazine. It looks, feels and 
handles like the real thing. 

This action target model costs 
only $9.95 plus $2.25 for UPS deliv

ery and handling. Free targets and 50 
reuseable pellets are included . Your 

purchase price will be promptly 
refunded if you are not completely 

satisfied . 

GUARANTEED DISTRIBUTORS, lllpt. 499MU74 
CllllJ 111111 887, lllt'llON, MIClll .. 490li7 

NOT SOLD IN NEW VORK CITY. NO PERMIT REQUIREO 
MICHIGAN STATE RESIDENTS ADO SALES TAX. 
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lEDPIRE 

LEDLOAD™ Adopter 

TM 

PRACTICE SYSTEm 
From Practical Electronics, Inc. 

LETS YOU TAKE YOUR BEST SHOT! 
Anytime. Anywhere. 

FOR MARKSMANSHIP OR TACTICS TRAINING you can't miss 
with the patented LEDFIRE PRACTICE SYSTEM.™ It's the only system 
to use LEDLOAD,™ a unique Light Emitting Diode (LED) Adopter 
that fits into the barrel of your own handgun* without modification 
or disassembly. 

SIMPLY INSERT THE ADAPTER, turn the locl5ing ring and your gun 
is " loaded" and ready for ledfiring practice. T~e Adopter instantly 
detects the vibrations caused by the impact of the hammer, and 
responds by producing a pulse of infrared light that hos a 
guaranteed range of 25 ft. indoors. 

MEASURE DRAW AND REACTION TIME with the portable 
LEDFIRE Timed Target.™ It records and displays the time of each hit 
and con be programmed for Time Limit, Start Deloy and Start Signal. 
A realistic gunshot sound lets you hear, as well as see, that you 're 
"on target.'' In fact, you con interconnect as many as 10 targets at 
one time! 

IMPROVE YOUR SKILLS with the safe, easy-to-use LEDFIRE 
PRACTICE SYSTEM.™ Each system includes: • LEDLOAD™ Adopter 
with long-lasting Lithium battery for 1,000 practice shots • 
Photosensitive Timed Target • 
Cylinder Inserts to prevent the 
inadvertent loading of a live 
round • Practice Rounds to pro
tect the firing pin and permit 
the practicing of normal re
loading procedures. • A JO
doy moneybocl~ guarantee, 
plus understandable directions 
and specifications. All for 
$295. 

I $ 2 9 s ~©~fP[L~[J~ I ~ 
co 

TO ORDER: Send certified checl~ or 
money order to Practical Electronics. 
Inc .. 4014 Chose Avenue, PH, Miami 
Oeoch, Florido JJ140, or coll tol l-free 
1-800-722-4014. Please odd appl i
cable State soles tax and $J.OO for 
shipping and handling. 
*Specify .J8, .J57 Mag ... 44 or .45. 
Minimum barrel length J" 
LEDFl l\E. LEDLOAD. TIMED TARGET and LIGHT OULLET 
ore registered trademarks of Practical Electronics 
Inc Ma nufactured under one or more U 5 Potents 
423491 1, 44 271 99 

TIMED TARGET™ 

where the sport started and where we devel
oped techniques and courses and rules. 
There were more good shooters in the 
League at that time than there were in the '75 
World Championship match. 
JW: And you won three SWPL Champion
ships, in 1964, '67 and 70. Do you still com
pete in local matches? 
RC: No, just the big ones. I went to Austria 
last year for the European Championships. I 
like to keep up with the latest equipment and 
techniques. When someone comes up with a 
better way to do something, I want to know 
about it. I come home and try it, and if it 
works, I include it in my training program. 
For example, in the last few years I've seen 
several good ways to go into the prone posi
tion quickly. 
JW: What gun do you shoot in competition 
these days? 
RC: My favorite competition gun right now 
is a Brown Maxi-Comp. It has a 59/16-inch 
barrel with a compensator built on a Gold 
Cup frame. It has Wichita sights, a Bar-Sto 
barrel, and a two-pound trigger. 
JW: As one of the founding fathers of prac
tical shooting competition, how do you feel 
about the state of the sport? For instance, has 
the merger of IPSC and USPSA [United 
States Practical Shooting Association] been 
a benefit to the development of practical 
shooting in the United States? 
RC: Absolutely. I have the #1 membership 
card in USPSA and I support it all the way. I 
also support metallic silhouette shooting, 
PPC, and the Action Shooting organization 
oftheNRA. 
JW: Speaking of "action shooting," the 
Bianchi Cup has undergone some changes in 
its course of fire recently, most notably the 
inclusion of the International Rapid Fire. 
Will it be retained for the '86 Cup ? 
RC: Unfortunately, the IRF wasn't at all well 
received by the shooters, so we've taken it out 
and we've gone back to the original format 
for the '86 match. 
JW: The original format was designed so 
that automatic and revolver shooters could 
compete on an equal basis, is that right? 
RC: There were several criteria involved in 
designing the course of fire. It could not be an 
IPSC match because IPSC had become so 
sophisticated that police officers or anyone 
else who shot a revolver were not com
petitive. So all the firing strings in the Bianchi 
Cup match are six rounds, and there are no 
reloading stages. 

Another criterion was that there be noth
ing athletically demanding that would pre
vent older or obese or handicapped people 
from competing, so all the stages are shot 
from a stationary position. And there's no 
discrimination by caliber; most police 
officers shoot .38 Special in competition 
because that's what they carry on duty, so we 
set a power floor. As long as your ammuni
tion meets it, no matter what caliber you're 
shooting, you're legal . 
JW: You run one of the best training pro
grams in the country. What kind of courses 
do you offer at Chapman Academy? 
RC: We have a basic handgun familiarization 

Continued 011page 102 
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KO ONE EVER RAPED A .44 MAGNUM: 
THE HELEN WEATHERS INCIDENT 

Situation: Dragged into 
darkness by a vicious 
rapist, a woman's worst 
nightmare comes true. 

Electrologist Helen Weathers, 33, locked up her office oil' 
Miami's Brickell Street, paused in the lobby to check her mail, 

and then stepped outside. It was 8 p.m. on New Year's Eve, 1981, 
and the dark streets were deserted, many of the normal pedestrians 
having been drawn to the parade twelve blocks away. She strode 
toward the parking lot, her shoulder bag and a paper sack of 
magazines under her arm as she passed a hedgerow of shrubbery. 

Then came the voice, masculine, menacing. "Hey, girl! Look 
over here!" 

She looked. A black man emerged from the bushes, six feet tall, 
slim at about 160 pounds. He wore dark jeans and was barechested 
beneath a dark windbreaker. In his right hand was a newspaper. 
Then his left hand reached over and pulled the paper away, drop
ping it to the pavement, revealing a small, blue-steel semi-auto
matic pistol. He pointed it at her head. 

His left hand closed hard on her right elbow. "I'll give you the 
money," the tall blonde said quickly. "Just shut up and keep walk
ing," the gunman answered. 

Now there was no doubt in Helen Weathers' mind that money 
was not the motive. She felt herself being half-led, half-dragged 
into the deeper, dimmer recesses of the parking lot. She saw no 
signs of life. If someone did walk past on Brickell, she knew, they 
would see only a man and woman who appeared to be walking arm 
in arm. If they could see anything at all through the shrubbery. 

She thought about running. She couldn't; the hand was like iron. 
Her captor seemed to be concentrating on two things: her keeping 
up with him, and looking over his shoulder for witnesses. 

Things went into slow motion in the mind of Helen Weathers, 
and at the same time, she became two people. One, the intellectual 
Helen, could only think, "Well, here it is, but I've got the equipment 
to handle it." The other part was acting on feeling instead of words, 
and the feeling was, "Oh, shit!" 

That other Helen took over, and she felt herself going "on 
automatic." Like every other woman in crime-ridden Miami, she 
had thought about the danger of being raped and perhaps murdered, 
but unlike most of them, she had filed a plan in the back of her mind 
to deal with such a contingency. 

The next time the captor looked nervously over his shoulder for 
bystanders, she managed to twist her left hand awkwardly into her 
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Lesson: Instinctive 
reactions and an advance 
plan spell disaster 
for a lady's attacker. 
shoulder bag. Her long, slender fingers closed over the rosewood 
stocks of her Smith & Wesson .44 Magnum. 

Six years before, the electrologist had come to terms with living 
in a city of violence. The revolver she had inherited from a 
cherished relative, a nickeled S& W Model 29 with 61/z" barrel, had 
become more than an heirloom. Shetl learned to shoot it-standing 
an athletic five-foot-nine barefoot, she had not found it intimidat
ing-and a shoulder bag carried it well enough. Still , after four 
years, she had downscaled to a Smith & Wesson Model 13 , nickel 
plated with a four-inch barrel and factory stocks, chambered for 
.357 Magnum. It had been lighter in the purse. 

At her last monthly practice session, however, she'd noticed that 
the trigger didn't seem right. The .357 was in the shop now, having 
a faulty sear repaired. Before leaving the office, she glanced down 
at the .44 Magnum which she now kept in her desk, since there had 
been stickups in the building. It was going to be a long weekend, 
she realized, and there had been a lot of burglaries in the neigh
borhood. Almost as an afterthought, she slipped the loaded .44 into 
her shoulder bag, not knowing that in minutes it would save her life. 

Weathers' hand took a firm grip on the big revolver. She froze 
when her assailant turned his attention back toward her, and she 
kept walking. He shot another nervous glance over his shoulder, 
and this time she twisted the gun smoothly out and hid it down 
beside her left leg. Her thumb flicked the hammer back to full cock. 
The gunman didn't hear the sound. His pistol was still six inches 
from her head. 

They were deeper into the parking lot now. When he turned his 
head furtively searching for witnesses the third time, Helen made 
her move. 

She jerked violently away from him, forward and down, throw
ing herself toward the ground as she simultaneously swung the 
Magnum up, aiming for his belly. But the assailant was quick. 
Catching her movement, he turned and saw the long barrelled 
revolver in time to instinctively fling his own right hand down and 
pull his trigger. 

The crack of his .25 automatic came an instant before the 
deafening roar of the Magnum could drown it out. Helen knew he 
had fired first and felt an impact up her left arm. "He's shot me!" she 
thought, and immediately pulled the trigger a second time, double-

Continued 011 page 76 

41 



42 

ByJ.B. Wood 
n 1976, when the first issue of American Hand-

I gunner appeared, a new wave of handgun design 
had just begun. Designers had discovered the use 
of space-age plastics and stainless steel. Safety 

mechanisms became more sophisticated, and the 
larger-capacity magazine was now a frequent feature, 
especially in 9mm Parabellum pistols. In a trend that 
began years before with the Colt Commander, several 
larger-frame guns were offered in smaller versions. 

Double action trigger sys
tems were now almost a 
rule, rather than an 
exception. 

In the previous year, 

~~l~~:~~~~:;;~~~~~~~~rr----r::::;::: ~~,aoo~fil~OO~ tween the Schweizerische 
Industrie Gesellschaft and J .P. Sauer resulted 
in the SIG/Sauer P220 and P230 pistols, the 
beginning of a line of excellent guns that later 

Auto-Mag, .44 Magnum 

included the 9mm P225 and P226. All of the SIG/ 
Sauer pistols have increasingly been favored by law 
enforcement agencies that are switching from 
revolvers to automatics. Recently, I looked at an 

- impressively long list of police departments and other 
official agencies that are now equipped with SIG/ 
Sauer pistols. 

Gas Locking Principle 
Another interesting design feature that has seen its 

first real commercial use in the last ten years is the 
gas-locking principle. This was developed by Karl 
Barnitzke in Germany during World War Two, and 
finally used by two European manufacturers, in dif
ferent ways. In Austria, Steyr used a pure Barnitzke 
system in their 9mm GB pistol, venting the powder 
gases from the barrel into a cylindrical space to keep 
the slide closed at the instant of high pressure. At 
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Theauthor,anunabashedauto 
aficionado, reviews significant 
developments in handgun design 
over the past ten years. 

nearly the same time, in Germany, Heckler & Koch 
used a piston attached to the slide and a chamber in the 
frame to achieve the same result in their P7, which 
also has a unique squeeze-cocking arrangement. 

Annular Ring 
On separate U.S. coasts, two companies used an 

annular ring in the chamber to lock the slide. In 
Connecticut, Larry Seccamp used this system in his 
tiny DA-only .32 automatic, which is exactly the same 
size as his earlier stainless steel .25 pistol. On the west 
coast, Washington-based Detonics used a chamber 
ring to lock their Pocket 9, a small selective-DA in 
9mm Parabellum. The Pocket 9 is also notable in 
having an ambidextrous 
firing pin lock safety sys
tem and stainless steel 
construction. 

Inclined Plane Lug 
In pistols that use a clas

sic Browning-style fall
ing-barrel Jocking system, there has been a trend 
away from the swinging link that was used in our old 
Government Model pistol. The inclined-plane lug, 
that first appeared in the Browning/FN Hi-Power in 
1935, is still used by many modern designers. 

This pattern is present in the SIG/Sauer pistols, 
Smith & Wesson automatics, and several others. 
Another variation is the enclosed track, a bent-oblong 
cut in the barrel underlug that allows the crosspiece of 
the slide latch to precisely control the barrel move
ment. This system was introduced in 1947 in the SIG 
SP47/8, and it is now used in the Star 30, CZ75, 
TZ75, Colt .380 GM and Mustang, and other . 

Other Locking Systems 
Along the way, in this decade, other locking sys-

tems were tried. A small DA-only .45 auto called the 
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S&W 645, .45 ACP 

Desert Eagle, 
.357Magnum 
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Thomas used twin side lugs that were acti
vated by a backstrap lever that resembled a 
grip safety. Ross Rudd designed a DA pistol 
that had a separate breechblock in the slide, 
moving verticalJy to unlock. Neither pistol 
attained quantity production, but the design 
elements were interesting. 

There was one application of the separate 
breechblock that worked beautifully, in the 
9mm Benelli B76. A lever at the rear of the 
breechblock keeps it cammed downward 
into locked position until the initial move
ment of the slide picks it up. This system 
allows a fixed barrel, and the Benelli is 
extremely accurate. A fine set of combat 
sights and a Lugerish slant of the grip frame 
also contribute to this. Another excellent fea
ture of the Benelli is the best magazine 
release yet devised. In the usual location for a 
push-button catch, it is moved forward to 
expel the magazine. 

The Auto Mag 
Harry Sanford's beautiful monster, the 

Auto Mag, also came along in this time 
period. It was chambered for a special .44 
Magnum cartridge that was briefly made in 
small lots by Norma in Sweden and CDM in 
Mexico. Mostly, the round was handloaded, 
made from cut-off .308 cases. With this car
tridge handicap, it went out of production 
after about five years. The Auto Mag had a 
rotating bolt in the slide for locking, and a 
similar concept was later used by Magnum 
Research for their .357 Magnum Desert 
Eagle, produced by IMI in Israel. 

The Wildey 
With the passing of the Auto Mag, the idea 

of large-caliber magnum-level auto pistols 
was not dead . Wildey Moore had developed 
a cartridge that became the .45 Winchester 
Magnum, and a gas-operated pistol to use it. 
For reasons too complicated to detail here, 
this gun has been a long time getting into full 
production. It is now slated for availability in 
the latter part of 1986, along with a new 
Wildey pistol called the Ringmaster. Also, 
there will be another new cartridge, the .475 
Wildey Magnum. 

The Grizzly 
Meanwhile, the .45 Winchester Magnum 

round has been perfectly matched to a pistol 
called the L. A. R. Grizzly Win Mag. It has 
the look of a slightly larger version of the 
classic old government Model, but it has an 
ambidextrous safety system, a set of superb 
Millett sights, and a Pachmayr rubber grip as 
standard equipment. I have put more than 
three hundred rounds through mine, and it is 
the most accurate .45 caliber pistol I have 
ever fired. Without changing the slide, the 
Grizzly is convertible to regular .45 Auto, 
9mm Winchester Magnum , and .357 
Magnum. 

The 'frifire 
Arminex, Ltd., of Scottsdale, Arizona, 

took the classic cosmetic configuration of the 
old Government Model, and made a few 
important changes to produce the Trifire, in 
.45 Auto, .38 Super, and 9mrn Parabellum. 
Trifire has a slide-mounted firing-pin-block 
safety, a wide trigger, a solid backstrap, and 
fully adjustable sights. It also has a beau- . 
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S&W 686, .357 Magnum 

••• AND THEN THERE ARE REVOLVERS 
As regular readers will know, and the 

accompanying article will make obvious, 
I am not a revolver person. However, it 
would be unfair to ignore that in the years 
since the· American Hand.gunner began, 
there have also been several milestones in 
revolver design. 

Charter Arms added .357 Magnum 
chambering to their Bulldog versions 
early in this era, and more recently intro
duced their Bulldog Pug, along with sev
eral models in stainless steel. 

Colt offered the Python in stainless, 
and re-designed the durable Trooper to 
create the Mark V. Just last year, the 
Mark V appeared in a new version, the 
Peace keeper. 

The Smith & Wesson Model 586 Dis
tinguished Combat Magnum was intro
duced in this period , and was soon 
followed by a stainless version, the Model 
686. Based on the new medium-sized L
frame, it has a full-length ejector rod 
shroud, a smooth target trigger, and other 
fine features. In this time, several of the 
more pop,ular S & W models were offered 
in stainless steel versions. 

tifully-engineered recoil spring unit, and the 
materials and workmanship are top quality. 

Other Notable Designs 
There have been other pistols in this era 

that had notable features: Gary Wilhelm's 
design that became the Llama Omni used ball 
bearings to smooth the hammer system and 
give a soft DA trigger pull. Walther devel
oped the P5, the ultimate refinement of the 
old P-38 design. Browning turned out a dou
ble action version of the Jamed Hi-Power. 
Charter Arms . began importing their 
stainless steel version of the Erma .380 DA 
from West Germany, and Dornaus & Dixon 

At Sturm, Ruger & Company, the most 
notable additions were the Redhawk and 
the recently-introduced Model GP-100, 
which will likely replace the Security Six 
in the Ruger Line. 

At home and abroad, other makers 
were also active. Dan Wesson produced 
new models in .44 Magnum, .41 Mag
num, and .357 Maximum chamberings. 

Harrington & Richardson bestowed a 
parting gift in the new .32 H & R Mag
num round, and Charter and Ruger still 
make revolvers for it. 

Imported by Stoeger, the Llama Super 
Comanche is one of the finest .44 Mag
num revolvers. 

From Brazil, the Rossi and Taurus guns 
show outstanding quality. 

Allen Firearms imports the excellent 
Inspector, made in Italy by Aldo Uberti. 

FN in Belgium has a new .357 Mag
num revolver, the Barracuda. 

And, in the semi-custom department, 
there is the Rolls-Royce of revolvers, the 
Korth from West Germany. Basic revolv
er design may be old, but there ...... 
are still plenty of innovations. ~ 

designed the Bren Ten, chambered for a new 
lOmm cartridge. 

The Big Three 
The "Big Three" have not been idle during 

the last ten years. Colt has consistently 
improved on their basic GM design, adding a 
collet-type bushing in the Series 70, and an 
automatic firing-pin-block safety in the 
Series 80. Also offered were the reduced-size 
version of the big gun, the Officer's ACP, and 
both guns in stainless steel. The .380 GM and 
its little brother, the Mustang, were also 
added to the line. Smith & Wesson now 

Continued on page 96 
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The United States 
Practical Shooting Association/IPSC 

NROI 

Dear Handgunner, 

I was pleased when I learned that 1986 was the 10th anniversary of your 
publication. You see 1986 is also the 10th anniversary of the International 
Practical Shooting Confederation, IPSC for short. 

While researching our Sport I found that American Handgunner has covered 
every ~PSC Nationals and World Match. In your second issue you featured a 
Personal Profile on Ray Chapman, one of our founders. He was the 1975 World 
Champion of Practical Shooting. 

Many of the people that have made names for themselves in our sport, have 
also graced the pages of The American Handgunner. These include such people 
as Jeff Cooper, Ken Hackathorn, Mike Dalton, Mickey Fowler, and two National 
Champions of IPSC, John Shaw and Ross Seyfried. Ross also went on to win the 
World Champion title. 

Practical shooting as practiced by our USPSA/IPSC members has produced the 
greatest handgun shooters in the World. Our shooters have won every Bianchi 
cup, and every World Speed Shooting Championship. The diversity and blend of 
speed and accuracy in our courses produce an athlete whose mental and 
physical abilities are second to none. 

There are even several mini industries built up around our sport. Custom 
pistolsmiths, electronic_timing companies, and several holster manufacturers 
make a living by catering to our shooters. Yes even Colt and S & W have 
developed or modified firearms to attract our members. 

I . find it impressive and fitting that we have grown from a few clubs in the 
United States, to a truly International · Organization. Twenty Six countries 
are now in our Confederation. During the same period American Handgunner has 
also grown, from a new publication to over a Quarter of a Million 
subscribers. An Impressive achievement in itself. I can only come to one 
conclusion, we are good for each other, and truly exist in a symbiotic 
relationship. 

I want to thank you for all the support that you have given The United 
States Practical Shooting Confederation, IPSC in the past and hope that we 
can continue to grow and work together for the next 10 years and more. 

~~.....-~~"'-<-.~,.....r~,......, 
David J. Stan ord, u.s IPsc' 
President, USPSA/IPSC Inc. 

ffice of the President/RD • P.O. Box 811 • Sedro Woolley, WA 98284 • (206) 856-2061 
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,~,, Ha Birthda IHMSA! 
HllDGUI ppy :y 
s~~1AuWfE Ten years ago Elgi,n Gates put the wheels in motion for the sport of 
Assoc1AnoN · silhouette shooting. Todo,y silhouette is still rolling on! 

By Elgi,n Gates 

This year, 1986, is the 10th Anniversary 
year of the International Handgun Metal

lic Silhouette Association. In ten years the 
sport of handgun metallic silhouette shooting 
has become the most participated in handgun 
game ever created. 

Indeed, with over 38,000 members and 
nearly 4,000 sanctioned matches in 1985 
alone, IHMSA has become the largest and 
most active handgun shooting sport of all 
time. 

As part of an overall plan to establish two 
permanent ranges, one in the West and one in 
the East, the Western range in Idaho Falls, 
Idaho, was built in 1984 with the International 
Championships being held there in 1984 and 
1985, and are scheduled for August 4-9, 
1986. 

For the past five years, entries in the 
IHMSA Internationals have averaged over 
1,400 with the record of 1,608 being estab
lished in 1984 with the opening of the Western 
Permanent Range. 

Membership in the ranks of IHMSA 
includes the entire spectrum of the American 
public. There are doctors, lawyers, business 
tycoons, celebrities as well as a vast array of 
blue collar and white collar workers par
ticipating in the sport. There are IHMSA 
members from every walk of life enjoying 
the game, even including members of the 
diplomatic corps. 

There are, in fact, IHMSA members in 
virtually every country in the world. Within 
the past two years, Australia, France, Nor
way, Finland, West Germany and others have 
formally become full partners with IHMSA 
in this exciting handgun sport. Several teams 

of overseas shooters will be in attendance at 
the 1986 Internationals. 

The on-going appeal of the game is its 
simplicity. Anyone can compete in what is 
described as a family oriented sport. Some of 
the top shooters are women, and juniors 
starting as young as nine have become out
standing competitors. 

Four basic categories of competition are 
involved. The backbone of the sport is the 
production category open to stock handguns 
as they come over the counter and out-of-the
box. No modifications are allowed other than 
a trigger smoothing job and replacement of 
the grips with standard catalog grips avail
able to the public. 

This means that all shooters are equal as 
regards equipment. Shooting skill is the 
determining criterion, not an equipment race 
where the guy with a bankroll can buy a 
mechanical edge over his fellow shooters. 

And therein lies the outstanding success of 
the IHMSA handgun metallic silhouette 
game. It is a s110oting sport for Mr. Average 
Man competing in his own class with other 
shooters of equal ability and equipment. 

The Production Category encompasses 
mostly single-shot pistols such as the 
Thompson/Center Contender, the Merrill 
and others in calibers ranging from .25 to .44 
Magnum. Freestyle shooting positions are 
allowed, usually a variety of reclining styles. 

The second category of competition is 
with revolvers, also limited to production 
guns as they come from the factory. Among 
the brands represented are Dan Wesson, 
Ruger, Colt, United Sporting Arms, Inter
arms and others. Freestyle positions are 
allowed which usually are reclining. One of 
the favorites is the old Creedmoor style, used 

long ago in International rifle competitions. 
Third category is the standing position for 

production pistols. Competition is with a 
variety of single-shots and revolvers. Shoot
ers must compete with both arms extended 
from the shoulder with the arms not touching 
each other above the wrist. 

The fourth category is for Unlimited 
pistols. Yes, this category is for the tirikerers 
who want to improve the factory product or 
build their own. Rules are simple, allowing 
barrels up to 15-inches in length with a maxi
mum weight allowance of 41/z pounds. Some 
real precision, long-range pistols have been 
developed that are super accurate at 200 
meters and beyond. 

There is something about the game that 
appeals to whatever latent instinct there is 
inside a man who wants action whenever he 
pulls the trigger. 

Action is the name of metallic silhouette 
shooting. As a spectator sport it has no equal 
in the shooting world. Punching holes in 
paper targets at short distances has heretofore 
been the accepted technique of handgun 
competition. Silhouette shooting has added a 
new dimension. 

As practice for actual hunting in the field , 
it is a country mile ahead of anything else on 
the horizon. For the man who doesn't hunt, 
for whatever the reason , but likes the 
machismo of shooting big bore handguns, it 
is the perfect game. 

In addition to the big bore calibers, 
IHMSA sponsors and sanctions a .22 caliber 

Continued on page 83 

Twenty banks of rams stretch Into the distance. That's a lot of Iron. 
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INTERNATIONAL 

'\It 
HANDGUN 
METALLIC 

SILHOUETTE 
ASSOCIATION ® 

IHMSA, Incorporated 
BOX 1609 

IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO 83401 

American Handgunner 
591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200 
San Diego, CA 92108 

Dear Jerry : 

ELGIN T. GA TES, President 

Let me express my sincere appreciation on behalf of IHMSA 

and its 38,000 silhouette shooting members. 

The AMERICAU HANDGUNNER has had a profound effect on the 

success of the handgun metallic silhouette sport through your 

ongoing support of the association, and by reporting our major 

events . 

Indeed, the entire handgun industry and all the handgun 

shooting sports are deeply in your debt for the outstanding 

editorial c ontent to be found in the pages of AMERICAN HANDGUNNER . 

Sincerely 

~~~Gates 
President, IHMSA, Inc . 

ETG- cl 
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ii.iDGllHER ~ 
~ Adv. [619] 297-8520 

591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200 Edit [619] 297-5352 
San Diego, California 92108 Telex 695-478 

This is the third letter I have written to readers of the 
American Handgunner. The first was in our very first issue, 
Sep >mber/October, 1976; sort of introducing myself and the 
maga~ ine. The second letter was published in the November/ 
Decerrber, 1977 issue, when the magazine was just a year old. 

Now that we have reached our 10th Anniversary, about all I 
can say is a giant "Thank You" to all who had a part in the 
magazine's success. To the readers for their support and 
input; to the advertisers for their confidence in the format 
and concept; and to all the . suppliers, editors, artists, 
writers and photographers whose dedication and profession
alism made my job so much easier. 

Now, I would like to make a prediction. Ten years from now, 
there will still be an American Handgunner magazine, and it 
will be better than it is today. I say that not because of 
any great and wonderful things we at the magazine will do, 
but because the handgun shooting sports, I predict, will 
grow and prosper and, if we at the magazine play our cards 
right, we will grow and prosper along with the sports. 

As in the past 10 years, playing our cards right will include 
our continued support of all of the handgun shooting sports, 
integrity of purpose and the staunch defense of our right to 
own, keep and use handguns in the pursuit of sport and 
self-defense. 

/~ 
akusan 
orial Director 

AMERICA 'S FOREMOST/Guns . American Handgunner · Shooting Industry · Handgun and Guns Annuals 
FIREARMS PUBLISHER 
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AMERICAll 

LIMITED EDITION RUGER 
GP·IOO REVOLVER 

100%RUGER 
Workmanship 

The AMERICAN HANDGUNNER, 
in celebration of its 10th Anniver
sary, and as a tribute to its readers, 
is proud to offer this most desirable 
presentation revolver. 

* GOLD FILLED AMERICAN HANDGUNNER 
LOGO AND SCROLL DESIGN 

RUGER CUSHION GRIPS WITH 
SIMULATED IVORY INSERTS AND lOTH 
ANNIVERSARY SCRIMSHAW-STYLE LOGO 

IOHt 
A1111i11USIV!f 

Issue 

r AFFORDABLE°"" 
SHOOTABLE 

COLLECTIBLE! 
ONLY$5499s 

\.. ...J 

ORDSR81 NK 

* Exclusive! ~C ORY UNFLUTED CYLINDER! 
·-~ MARYLAND GUN WORKS 

P.O. Box 130 
(not 1llustraled on this prototype) 

* HANDSOME WALNUT, FRENCH-FITTED CASE 

SPECIAL EDITION 
LIMITED TO 1,000 GUNS 

A SURE SELL·OUT 
ORDER YOURS TODAY! 

Available only through Maryland Gun Works 
P.O. Box 130, Clarksburg, MD 20851 

American Handgunner and Maryland Gun Works 
limit liability to refund of deposit or 
purchase price in all circumstances tncludmg 
1nab1lily to deliver due to cond1t1ons 
beyond our control 

Clarksburg , MD 20851 

YOU MUST INCLUDE SIGNED FFL FOR 
SHIPMENT 
Please send __ (quantity) American 
Handgunner Limited Edition GP-100 
Revolvers 

Address _________ _ 

City ____ Stote __ Zip __ 

FFL# ________ _ _ 

I om enclosing $ _ _ _ (50% deposit re-

quired with order) 

Charge my Moster Cord 0 Visa 0 American 

Express 0 Check one 

Number _________ _ 

Expiration Dote--------

Signed ______ ___ _ 

NOTE: Limit 2 guns per customer Maryland residents add 
5% sales tax. 

Add $10 per gun for consecutive serial numbers. 
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Borrowing a bit from both the Redhawk and the Security Six, 
Ruger modified the best features into a new design, 

the .357 Magnum GP-100. 

By Stanley W. Trzoniec 

B 
ill Ruger and his design team down in South
port have really been pouring on the mid
night oil lately. With rumors flying that 
Ruger is moving steadily closer to a 9mm 

semi-automatic pistol and the present reality of two 
improved double-action revolvers, it starts to get 
pretty obvious that Ruger is hot on the heels of a 
larger percentage of the sportsmen's market and per
haps law enforcement's share as well. 

The two new revolvers are the Super Redhawk, a 
beefed up version of the Redhawk, and the GP-100, 
the subject of this report. 

General impressions of the new GP-100 are 
extremely favorable. Fitted with a 
new barrel design, new grips and a 
slightly larger frame, it does draw 
immediate attention. My early 
numbered sample (170-004XX) is 
the four-inch version, but a six
inch model is in the planning-if 
not already in the production s,tage. 
Outside appearance shows detailed 
workmanship to both poiishing and 
bluing as well as the final fitting. 
Priced at $340, this Ruger does 
indeed show good value. 

While the two major sub-assem
blies (frame and barrel) may look 
somewhat similar to past Sccurity
Six models, there are significant 

'70s, and (3) the recent GP-100. 
Frame width has been increased in the area that 

surrounds the barrel threads with the threads them
selves brought up to a hefty 5/s-inch to allow for a 
heavier barrel. For additional rigidity and support to 
the whole assembly, the top strap is thicker from 
0.225 inches to 0.255 inches. The inside frame aper
ture opens up some .025 allowing for a larger cylinder 
(now 1.550 versus the older 1.500). Overall frame 
design retains the famous Ruger "solid frame" config
uration without the need for sideplates. All lockwork, 
as before, fits in the trigger group for easy access, 
removal and cleaning. This frame is made from heat 

changes worth noting. The frame GP-100 frame (right) shows new grip profile design. 
itself has gone through a few new 
and innovative design changes. 
This now makes it the third change (by my count) 
since the Security Six's inception with (1) the initial 
prototype and production run, (2) a redesign of the 
grip section to allow a better recoil distribution by 
raising the backstrap shoulder somewhat during the 

treated A.LS.I. 4130 chrome-molybdenum alloy 
steel. 

The rounded out recoil shield directly behind the 
cylinder is cast in a concave rather than a convex 
shape as previously made. This, I am sure, was 
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changed with looks in mind, but also for the 
balance of the piece. A throw back from 
single-action days, I have always felt this 
particular area is critical to the balance of a 
gun because it sits just forward of your hand 
thereby contributing to the pointability of the 
weapon. 

The cylinder is a trifle larger in diameter, 
but not in length. While the outside wall 
thickness remains the same, the inside dis
tance between charge holes is greater. The 
cylinder latch is off-center on the frame base, 
a design feature which allows it to mate with a 
locking notch in a non-critical area of the 
cylinder wall. Timing of the cylinder latch 
was off a bit, and by this I mean it came to 
bear against the cylinder before it reached the 
next locking notch. No serious consequence, 
only that it leaves a ring around the cylinder. 

Inside surfaces of the chambers receive 
more work than I've seen on previous 
Security-Sixes. This can mean only one 
thing: a smoother extraction with heavier 
loads. Extractor "throw" is about 7/s of an 
inch. Not quite enough to clear a .357 case 
completely, but sufficient to clear six cases in 
a hurry by snapping the rod smartly. Cylin
der gap measures .004" and is uniform 
around the cylinder. 

The GP-100 incorporates a cylinder 
lockup system first seen on the Redhawk. 
Instead of lockup on the front of the ejector 
rod and the rear of the cylinder, the GP-lOO's 
improved system places a pilot bearing at the 
rear of the cylinder on the standing breech in 
concert with an innovative locking bolt at the 

GP-cylinder locks up in two place s - fro n t of cran e to frame, 
and rear of cylinder t o recoil shield. This is a stro ng lo ck up. 

front part of the crane. Since the twin lockups 
are closer together, the net result is a more 
secure, stable and stronger assembly. 

The cylinder release is still on the left side: 
pushing it inward releases the cylinder to 
swing out to the left for loading or unloading. 
With this system, the ejector rod does not 

turn, but merely does its intended job to 
shuck out spent cases. 

Trigger pull registers 4 .5 pounds single
action; 12 pounds double. On the former 
there is no creep before sear engagement, on 
the latter the usual stacking is in evidence just 
before hammer fall . The trigger itself is 
smooth to allow the finger to roll with the 
backward motion. The hammer is serrated, 
measures about 5/16th of an inch in width and , 
like the trigger and some internal parts, is 
made from stainless steel. As we've come to 
expect, Ruger's transfer bar safety system is 
part of the action. 

Sights are fully adjustable. The rear leaf 
contains a white outline around its square 
notch. Click values are quoted by Ruger as 
one click equals about .56 mils which comes 
out to roughly one inch of movement at 50 
yards. Since I can't hold that close at 50 yards, 
I'll have to take Ruger's word for it on this 
one. The only part of the sights I didn't like is 
that you need a very small (almost 
tiny) screwdriver to move the windage 
adjustment. 

Another major improvement in the GP-100 
is the grip area rearward of the frame proper. 
Like a few other makers, Ruger has gone the 
route of a more open-frame-grip idea which 
allows for a wider choice of after-market 
grips. Instead of the traditional skeletonized 
grip area which is either called a square or 
round butt depending upon the model, the 
GP-100 has more of an extension that mea
sures out to about I x 3/s x 31/4 inches that 
houses the mainspring and related parts 
including a bottom grip support. 

The GP-100 comes with some really good 
looking and extremely functional rubber/ 
wood grips. Falling into the "why didn't I 
think of that" category, they give a non-slip 
hold combined with the beauty of fine wood. 

Full length barrel underlug lends muzzle heavy feel to GP-100. Continued on page 80 
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BENEFIT AUCTION FOR HANDGUN 
HUNTERS' MUSEUM AND HALL OF FAME 

The most prestigious set of handguns and 
accessories shown here will be auctioned 

to raise funds for the continuing work of the 
Handgun Hunters' Hall of Fame. 

The gun set was put together with the cooper
ation of industry people. Sturm, Ruger donated 
a pair of stainless steel Super Blackhawk .44 
Magnum revolvers; a 2X Silver scope was 
donated by Leupold & Stevens, Inc. ; the presen
tation case and grip panels were donated by 
Ron Ptashkin of Freedom Arms Custom Shop. 

While the cased gun set presents a vivid pic
ture of artistry in gun and cabinet making, a 
description of each of the elements will enhance 
appreciation of the work involved in bringing all 
of the talents together. 

The Guns 
The two guns represent the state of the art in 
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hunting revolvers coming out of the shop of 
Mag-Na-Port International. The "Stalker," with 
83/a-inch barrel, has a 2X Leupold Silver scope 
mounted on an SSK full-length rib. Included is a 
nylon web sling and stainless studs donated by 
Michaels of Oregon. The "Predator" sports a 
45/a-inch barrel and Omega sights. Both guns 
display the custom touches offered by Mag-Na
Port such as the inverted muzzle crown, tuned 
action and Mag-Na-Port venting system. 

Case & Accessories 
The presentation case is a thing of beauty. 

Made of solid goncalo alves, it is of traditional 
style, with dustboard, locking hasps and a 
hand-rubbed finish. The guns and accessories 
are French fitted in genuine suede leather. 

Included with the English-style accessories is 
a knife by D'Holder; the grip panels are, like the 

stocks of both guns, made of 
genuine black buffalo horn, and 
the blade is of forged-to-shape 
Damascus steel. 

The two guns are engraved 
by Eric Gold of Flagstaff, Ari
zona. He selected English-style 
scroll engraving of the type usu
ally found on high-quality dou
ble rifles and shotguns. Both the 
style and the quality of the 
engraving make this a truly one
of-a-kind set of guns. 

The Handgun Hunters' Hall of 
Fame is a non-profit organiza
tion, affiliated with Safari Club 
International, dedicated to pro
moting the sport of handgun 
hunting. Through its museum, it 
offers an opportunity to edu
cate visitors on the sport and on 
the conservation of wildlife. 

This magnificent two-gun set 
will be auctioned to benefit the 
programs of the Hall of Fame. 
Bids will be accepted until 
March 1, 1987, and the winning 
bid will be announced at the 
Outstanding American Hand
gunner Awards Dinner. 

All bids should be 
sent to the Handgun Hunters' 
Museum and Hall of Fame, 
41302 Executive Drive, Mt. 
Clemens, Ml 48045. Only 
signed bids in excess of 
$10,000 will be ~ 
accepted. "°' 
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Ruger resurrects the Bisley Model, a target 
single-action revolver popular at the turn of the century. 
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· Ruger Sisley Model (top) 
Is based on Colt Blsley. 
Author (above) got good 
grovps wltft Ruger Blsley. 

By Dave Arnold 
"\"'l Then it comes to single action revolvers, 
V V most handgunners immediately think of 

Colt and Ruger. Colt, because they started it 
all with their various percussion and car-
tridge models; and Ruger, because they 
refined and modernized the breed. In fact, it 
was these modernized single actions that 
established Ruger as a serious contender in 
the firearms business. Although the company 
now also makes double-action revolvers, 
shotguns and rifles, it has continued to 
expand its line of single-actions and has 
recently introduced a brand new Bisley 
version. 

As most handgwmers know, the original 
Bisleys were a target adaptation of Colt's 
Single Action Army revolver that were man
ufactured by that company from 1894 until 
1912. At that time, the growing popularity of 
target pistol shooting motivated Colt and 
other firearms companies to offer target 
handguns for this new sport. Some of the 
premier matches of the day were held in the 
small English town of Bisley and it was from 
there that the Colt revolver took its name. 

The Bisley differed from the standard Sin
gle Action Army in a number of respects. 
The most noticeable change was in the grip, 
which was longer and had a more pro
nounced curve to the backstrap. The ham
mer, too, was different, having a lower and 
wider spur. Finally, the trigger was wider and 
more curved. 

The Ruger Bisleys are presently cham
bered in the popular calibers of .44, .41, 
.357, .32 Magnum and .22 Long Rifle. The 
first three are built around the large Black
hawk frame while the two smaller calibers 
are based on the smaller Single Six model. 
The large frame Bisleys have the usual fully 
adjustable rear sights and come with a 71h 
inch barrel. The smaller frame models have a 
61/2 inch barrel and fixed sights although the 
rear blade is set in a dovetail that can be 
adjusted for windage. 

Externally, these Rugers have a marked 
similarity to the original Bisleys. Their grips 
are similar and their hammers have the same 
wide, low set spur while their triggers are 
wide and curved. In most other respects, they 
conform to the basic designs of the standard 
Rugers. The internal lockwork is identical, 
employing the new transfer bar system that 
only permits firing when the trigger is pulled 
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fully to the rear. This allows the guns to be 
safely carried with all chambers loaded. 

With its flat top, the large frame Magnums 
have a marked resemblance to the Target 
Bisley originals. The smaller frame models 
have round topped frames. However, in both 
cases, the frames differ from those of the 

Note different sights, top straps 
on two Ruger Sisley Models. 

standard models at the rear where they mate 
with the trigger guard/back strap assembly. 

Generally speaking, the fit and finish of the 
Ruger Bisleys that have recently passed 
through my hands have been good. The grips 
themselves are of hand rubbed, oil finished 
wood with nice markings. However, there 
were some minor blemishes, like evidence of 
mold marks from casting on the back of the 
hammers. All guns have reasonable trigger 
actions - not too heavy, although there was 
some evidence of creep. 

Frankly, I was surprised when I heard that 
Ruger introduced a Bisley model of their 
own. I have an original Colt Bisley in my 
collection and I find the grips leave quite a bit 
to be desired. While they were intended to 
provide a better hold, their shape is such that 
my grip changes every time the hammer is 
cocked. Obviously, for slow fire this is not 
critical, but it does make fast single handed 
cocking difficult. 

However, when I got to shoot Ruger's 
Bisleys, I was pleasantly surprised to find 

Continued on page Bl 
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TO Bl!r.l'BB. COl!r.l'BS'l': Use a postcard 
(no envelopes), follow sample; include 
your name and address; your answers; 
dealer name, address and phone 
number. Mail before October 1, 1986. 
Send to: AMERICAN HANDGUNNER, 
Dept. H9, POB 16025, San Diego, CA 
92116. Limit 1 entry per household. 

QUBSTIO:SS OP THB llOBTH: 

1. What is your gender? 
A Male, B. Female. 

2. What is your present age? 
A under 20, B. 20-24, C. 25-34, 
D. 35-44, E. 45-54, F. over 54. 

3. What is your marital status? 
A Single, B. Married, C. Divorced/ 
Separated/Widowed 

4. How many people are in your 
household, including yourself? 
A One, B. Two, C. Three, D. Four, 
E. Five, F. Over 5 

5 . What is your approximate 
household income? 
A Under 10,000, B. 10,000-19,999, 
C. 20,000-29,999, D. 30,000-39,999, 
E. 40,000-49,999, F. over 50,000 

6. What type of guns do you own? 
A TargeUCompetition Pistols, 
B. Self-defense Handguns, 
C. Hunting Handguns, D. RF Rifles, 
E. CF Rifles, F. Shotguns 

CIRCLE ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS: 
(TO PROTECT YOUR PRIVACY DO NOT 
COPY QUESTIONS ONTO POSTCARD. 
JUST INDICATE YOUR ANSWERS.) 

Clty/St&t.e _________ Zlp ___ _ 

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS OF MONTH: (Approprtat.e 
answers a.re circled.) 
l. A B 
2.ABCDEF 
3. A B C 

4. ABCDEF 
5. A B C D E F 
6.ABCDEF 

If I win, please ship my gun through,~llowin;l local 
gun dealer ( Local dealer must~ re~ shop with 

da;y-tlmestoreho~urs.) , y 
Dealer·---r~~<""llli-.."-------~ 

Address ~ 
Clty/St&t.e ______ ___ Zlp ___ _ 

Phone#( )--___ Store Hours_ am-_pm 

Cont.est void where taxed or prohlb!t.ed by law. No purchase 
necessary. Winner must comply with all federal and local 
laws. Employees and ~ent.e of Publlsher's Development 
Corp. not ellglble. 
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Photo by Stanley W. Trzoniec 

Special take-down tool (top right) is necessary to strip Comp 
II. Recoil spring guide rod (bottom) includes screw-in weight. 

By Stanley W. Trwniec 

Colt's .45 leads a charmed life. From its 
acceptance as a military arm to its dom

inant position in competitive circles, this big 
autopistol lives on. Whereas the military ver
sion saw mass production of millions, the 
competition .45 sees a custom gun built on an 
individual basis. 

For there is no other way. Guns differ in 
not only outside configurations but also in 
accessories, options and add-on's as well. 
Rounded or sunken rear sights, beveled or 
flared magazine wells, flat or arched main
spring housings are some of the choices in a 
combat gun and because of these specialized 
areas we have seen the growth of still yet 
another facet - the custom pistolsrnith . 

Les Baer (1725 Minesite Road, Dept. AH, 
Allentown, PA, 18103) is one of the new 
breed of men prideful of the fact they build 
guns with extremely close tolerances that 
function perfectly. They have to. I've been in 
matches that were won or lost by one point! 
And while many have the misconception it's 
only the shooter who takes home the gold, 
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that prize .45 had better work, and work 
properly, or he goes home with nothing more 
than an empty pocket for his troubles. 

The sample I recently received from Les is 
what he calls IPSC Combat Package #4. This 
package includes many items necessary to 
turn an ordinary Colt .45 into the ultimate 
combat instrument. But before we get into 
the specifics of this big ticket item, I think it's 
only fair to regress a bit and go into packages 
#1, lf2 and #3 made up for the shooter on a 
budget, beginners and law enforcement 
personnel. 

First on the list is your "Basic Street" offer
ing. For a touch over $200 Les will take your 
gun and polish the barrel throat and feed 
ramp, install .high visibility fixed sights, tune 
the trigger to four pounds, add an extended 
combat safety, lower the ejection port, install 
a full length recoil guide system and even 
reblue the slide. 

Basic #2 is all of the above with an 
ambidextrous safety, funneled magazine well 
complete with Pachrnayr grips and main
spring housing, plus the rebluing of the entire 
weapon. 

Package #3 is all of the above plus a host of 
goodies that include a Kart Match Grade 
Barrel, BoMar sights, special trigger, ham
mer, slide release and bluing of the slide 
contrasted against a brushed nickel frame. 
Workmanship and parts on your gun is now 
in the $825 range. 

Offering #4 is what I have in my hands 
now and relates to what Les Baer calls his 
"Ultimate Combat Package." Allow me to 
run it past you in detail. 

For openers, as in package #3, Les starts 
by building your gun from the ground up. 
This includes tightening the frame and slide 
so groups can be counted on to be within 2'h 
inches or better at 50 yards. And, according 
to Les, no gun leaves the shop until it does 
just that. You have his word on that. 

This particular model comes with a Baer 
Compensator II System. Because the Com
pensator is so unique, read how he installs it 
in his own words. From his brochures and 

conversations on the phone, Les informs me 
that 'his particular compensator starts out 
with a Kart 5-inch match barrel. The com
pensator and tapered cone are then machined 
out of 4140 bar stock as one piece which is 
then attached to the barrel by silver brazing. 
After this, port holes are milled into the comp 
(3 on each side) 30 degrees off-center. The 
sights go on next with the customer's choice 
of either having them mounted on the comp 
itself or on the slide. 

Note large mag release button, 
ambi safety and beavertall. 

Since this particular unit's installation is a 
critical factor in which accuracy is involved, 
it uses a full length spring guide with a weight 
that acts as a guide for the compensator. The 
guide not only supports the comp during 
cycling of the weapon, but it also keeps the 
comp centered to allow a non-binding opera
tion of the two. 

By the way, this Compensator II is not a 
drop-in or off-the-shelf unit. Each one is spe-

Compensator II System attaches w ith barrel sleeve and features 
six ports. Weight at end of guide rod helps s upport barrel, comp. 
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cifically made and installed. To aid in dis
assembly, the gun is returned to you with a 
special tool for easy stripdown as a unit only 
because the comp and guide stay in the slide 
when the slide is removed from the frame. 

Close inspection on my sample showed 
attention to detail in overall workmanship 
and final finish. With the slide drawn back, 
there was play in both units but no more than 
usually associated in autopistols. With the 
slide released slowly, the slide came in square 
contact with the comp initially, followed by 
secondary contact with the recoil spring 
guide and weight thus assuring a complete 
and full lockup between all points. While the 
unit looked good, range testing would of 
course substantiate all this later. 

The front sight, as mentioned, can be 
mounted on either the compensator or slide at 
the owner's request and is undercut for a good 
sight picture. Rear sight is the excellent 
BoMar adjustable for both windage and 
elevation. 

To help 100 % reliability, the ejection port 
is lowered and flared, the extractor is recut 
and set at the proper tension with a Com
mander style ejector installed. Other little 
goodies include a wide grip safety, a Videki 
match trigger installed, complete with an 
overtravel stop, to release at 3'/z pounds. 

Next, Les equips this gun with a Com
mander style hammer and your choice of a 
MIS, Swenson or Colt ambidextrous safety. 
Last, he bevels the magazine well, adds an 
extended magazine release, Pachrnayr grips 
and mainspring housing. To complete the 
picture, final finish can be bright or bead 
blasted chrome or blue, nickel if desired with 
your choice on slide and frame two toned 
combinations. At this writing, all of this work 
ranges in the area of a thousand dollar bill. 

Additional options are available and Les 
sent a gun with a few of these added features. 
One of these was a no-charge option listed as 
an interchangeable front sight that really 
fooled me because I couldn't get it off! Appar
ently it was torqued down at the shop not to 
fly off during testing, so fool with it I did not. 

Other practical or additional options 
included a checkered trigger guard ($35), 
checkered front strap ($115), and a checkered 
flat mainspring housing ($35). There were no 
runovers, diamonds were pointed sharply. 

Other metal work included the serrating of 
both the top of the slide lengthwise ($75) and 
rear of the slide ($35). Finally, a Shaw mag 
well was installed ($47) as was a flat main 
spring housing ($26). Grand total here, on 
your gun, is $1353 for a gun made your way. 

The gun is decidedly muzzle heavy, 
because of the Comp II, which should equate 
to a lighter recoil sensation and the ability to 
keep the gun on target throughout rigorous 
sustained firing sequences. This sample 
checked in at 43 ounces empty. 

Les also sent instructions with the gun 
stating it was set up for full-house combat 
loads. With this in mind, I set up my RCBS 
4X4 progressive press to deliver 5. 7 grains of 
Olin's #'231 powder under both the Sierra and 
Hornady 200 grain jacketed bullets taper 

Continued on page 92 
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BEEMAN P-1 
WORLD'S MOST POWERfUL AIR PISTOL 

The P-1 pellet pistol gi,ves you the feel of a 
Colt .45 with the accuracy you'd expect only in 

a custom ltlrget pistol. 

By Fred Romero III 

M ost of us who enjoy the lure of firearms 
can remember back to a time when 

owning an airgun meant wandering around in 
an open field ''hunting" for game, or knock
ing over tin cans in the backyard. The most 
sought after hardware then was either the 
ubiquitous Daisy Red Ryder lever-action BB 
rifle or the hard-hitting Benjamin puuip pellet 
gun. Both were fine for their intend¢ use, 
and although they were far from being 
match-grade weapons, they were still ade
quate enough to reinforce the basics of sight 
alignment and trigger control - sometimes -
as is evidenced by the painful memory of a 
few broken windows. Ahh, those were the 
days! 

But change is a fact of life, and while you 
were out learning to shoot the "real thing," the 
airgun industry was busy making a few 
improvements of its own. In place of your 
trusty backyard plinker came a new crop of 

sophisticated airguns, the likes of which are 
simply amazing. 

Compared to the toys of yesterday, today's 
airguns are precision shooting machines 
capable of unbelievable accuracy. In fact, 
some experts think they are the most accurate 
firearms in the world. They are also a whole 
lot more expensive than your old Red Ryder, 
but the trade-off is this: After the initial 
investment of a quality airgun, you can set up 
a range inside your house or garage and 
literally shoot all day for the price of a tin of 
pellets - usually about $5-$7 for 500 shots! 

Now that we have your attention, let's 
clear up a few questions and common mis
conceptions about airguns: 

Operation: Airguns operate on the princi
ple that compressed gas (air) can generate 
enough energy (force) to send a projectile 
down range with sufficient velocity to be 

Co11ti1111ed 0 11 page87 

Top of "slide" acts as charging lever to power pistol with air. 
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The 
GOOD 
OLD 
DAYS 
Thirty-odd years ago a band of men 
competed in Leatherslap matches. 
These pioneers of handgunning gave us 
such radical, notions as shooting a pistol 
with two hands. From this genesis of 
practical, shooting came IPSC. 

By Jon Winokur 

~ n the beginning, Jeff Cooper created combat shooting. 
\ n Jeff Cooper, in case you've just returned from inter

stellar travel, is a former Marine officer who gathered a 
group of talented handgunners around him in the mid-1950s 
and created a new form of pistol competition that's become 
the fastest-growing handgun sport in the world. 

Although he's quick to acknowledge the contributions of others, 
Cooper conceived, developed and popularized the modern approach 
to the defensive use of the pistol. His pioneering work has influenced 
competitors, law enforcement agencies and military organizations 
worldwide. 

Cooper remembers the genesis of the new discipline: "The doc
trine began in 1956 at Big Bear (California) when I set up the first 
Leatherslap. As far as I know, it was the first match of its kind held 
anywhere in the world. 

"It was unrestricted as to technique, as to weapon , as to caliber, as 
to holster, as to profession. It was a straight quick-draw match-just 
draw and hit a King Kong target at seven yards. It was al l pretty 
primitive, but it was the beginning. We had so much fun , we didn't 
want to wait until next year to do it again , so we organized the Bear 
Valley Gunslingers and began to hold matches once a month." 

There were really only five competitors in those days - the origi
nal Combat Masters: Cooper, Elden Carl, Ray Chapman, Thell 
Reed, and Jack Weaver. They were fierce competitors and consum
mate marksmen who pursued excellence for its own sake. They 
wanted to win for the sheer satisfaction. And they had fun in the 
process. 

The niatches were open to anyone, but if all five showed up theyli 

The five original Combat Masters in the only known 
color photo of them together. (L to R) Ray Chapman, 
Elden Carl, Thell Reed, Jeff Cooper and Jack Weaver. 
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AUTOMATIC PRIMING 
with Hornady's 

"Positive Priming System." 

IMPROVED 
AUTOMATIC INDEXING 

for smooth, problem-free 
reloading for rifle and 

pistol cartridges. Makes 
changing shell plates easy. 

BRASS KICKER TM 

automatically ejects 
a loaded round with 

each lever stroke. 

CARTRIDGE CATCHER 
holds up to 80 
loaded rounds. 

5-STATION DIE PLATFORM 
speeds reloading pistol 
calibers where roll or taper 
crimp is used. 

DIES INCLUDED! 
New low price includes 
choice of any standard 
Durachrome Die set at no 
extra charge. 

OFF-SET HANDLE 
combines with angled frame 
for better visibility. 

POWER-PAC™ 
linkage helps you load 
faster with less effort. 

II 
Introducing The Ne\N Pro-Jector~M 

Faster. .. smoother .. . lower priced. Here's the loader 
that will give }'DU more rounds per hour with less 
effort. No other progressive gives you the Pro-Jector's 
combination of "hands-off' automatic features including 
precise automatic indexing and a new automatic 
Brass Kicker r .. case ejector. Your Hornady dealer will 
show you how easily the Pro-Jector can turn out a 
precision reload with every stroke of the lever. And, he'll 
start you off right by including a set of standard 

Durachrome Dies as part of the Pro-Jector's new low 
purchase price. See him today. 

or:n.ady 
We're what reloading is all about. 

Hornady Manufacturing Co., Dept. AG1096Box1848, Grand Island, NE 68802-1848 



invariably finish first through fifth. In a move 
he now regrets (but which probably has 
opened the sport to countless weekend shoot
ers), Cooper established a classification sys
tem to encourage less talented competitors. 

By 1958, Eisenhower was in the White 
House, "The Purple People Eater" topped 

the Hit Parade, and Jack Weaver had revolu
tionized the infant discipline by actually 
holding the gun with two hands! Ray Chap
man recalls the circumstances: "Everyone 
shot from the hip or one-handed from the 
shoulder. In the 1958 Leatherslap, the size of 
the targets had been reduced considerably 

Ray Chapman (left) and Elden Carl (center) look on as Olympic 
pistol champ Bill McMillan shoots at Lemon Grove Rod and Gun Club. 

Look Ma, only one handt Elden Carl point-shoots in 1966 
Leathers/op match. Jack Weaver introduced two-hand shooting. 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER • SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1986 

from the previous year, and they started run
ning a qualification course to reduce the field 
to 16 shooters for a championship round. If 
you missed just one target in the qualification 
course, you couldn't recover and still make 
the top 16. That's when Jack first used his two
hand hold ." 

Weaver, now a retired sheriff's deputy liv
ing in Carson City, Nevada, describes his 
breakthrough matter-of-factly: '1 figured a 
pretty quick hit was better than a lightning
fast miss, so I looked for a way to make my 
technique more consistent." 

Cooper reacted with mild amusement: 
''When I first saw him shooting two-handed , 
it didn't seem sensible to me. My immediate 
reaction was, 'Hey, that's no way to shoot!' 

The rules for the early Big Bear matches 
were few and simple, as this excerpt from 
a newsletter circa 1960 attests: 

All shoots on Saturday, All entries S3 . 
. 3S caliber and up, serviceable leather, 
all contests from the leather, premature 
starts disqualified, varied ranges, varied 
hand clearance, varied targets. Annual 
points based on placement, number of 
entries and Hatcher rating ~power factorl. 

Signed, 
Jeff Cooper, Secretary, 
Dear Valley Gunslingers. 

Most of the others laughed at him, but as 
Weaver began winning every match in sight, 
they weren't laughing anymore, they were 
imitating. And combat shooters, peace 
officers and Hollywood cops and robbers 
have been imitating ever since. In hindsight 
it's obvious. Hold the gun with both hands 
and you control recoil and muzzle jump and 
keep the sight picture steadier. Obvious now, 
after Weaver pioneered it in 1958." 

What began at Big Bear continued all over 
Southern California in clubs with names like 
"The San Fernando Valley Peacemakers," 
"The Outlaws," and "The Avengers." They 
joined in a loose confederation originally 
called the "Southwest Combat Pistol 
League." 

There was almost a carnival atmosphere at 
the League matches in those days, a spirit of 
exploration and discovery. Jim Hoag, one of 
the nation's most respected custom gun
smiths, was one of the founders of the SWPL 
and an active competitor in the early '60s: "It 
was an incredible experience. We wrote the 
book as we went along, and each time we got 
together we discovered new things we 
wanted to do with the guns and the leather. 
We were doing the basic research and devel
opment that everyone takes for granted now." 
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The early matches were fast-draw events 
shot from the hip at close ranges with single
action revolvers loaded with wax bullets and 
light powder charges. Eventually, Cooper 
mandated full-power ammunition and intro
duced the .45 semi-automatic. He wanted to 
test his theory that the large autoloader, with 
its superior stopping-power and potentially 
unlimited firepower, could be the ultimate 
defensive handgun, and the League matches 
were a perfect test-bed. The coincidence of 
Cooper's experimentation and Weaver's two
handed stance made the development of mod
ern "practical pistol" doctrine possible. 

A second generation of matches was 
designed to present tactical problems and to 
stimulate the evolution of new equipment and 
technique. Many of them became classics, 
including the Mexican Defense Course, FBI 
Duel, Cooper Assault, and John Plahn's Fly
ing M . 

The prize money was usually minimal, but 
Elden Carl remembers one exception: "I won 
$500 for winning the 1960 Leatherslap. 
Looking back, I wish HI kept it because it 
was in the form of silver dollars. But I bought 
a reloading machine and a hairpiece instead." 

The Southwest Combat Pistol League 
dropped the "Combat" from its name and 
flourished through the '60s. By the early '70s 
clubs had formed all over the United States, 
Europe, South Africa, and Australia, and 
IPSC (International Practical Shooting Con
federation) was created to administer com
petition worldwide. USPSA (United States 
Practical Shooting Association) was formed 
a decade later to govern the U.S. Region. 

Much has changed in the thirty-odd years 
since Jeff Cooper assembled his little band of 
merry pistoleros. The modern sport bears as 
much resemblance to the early game as 
Heavy Metal bears to "The Purple People 
Eater." Technology plays an increasing role: 
sophisticated compensators , hybrid car
tridges, specialized leather and programma
ble electronic timers are de rigueur for the 
modern competitor. Local and regional 
matches have proliferated and the Bianchi 
Cup and the Steel Challenge have become 
internationally acclaimed events with exten
sive media coverage and hundreds of shoot
ers competing for tens of thousands of 
dollars. 

The carnival atmosphere of the formative 
years has gone the way of tie-down holsters 
and carbide lamps. Modern competitors have 
to put up with a lot more politics and a lot 
more pressure. 

But some things haven't changed. The 
spirit of innovation and the pursuit of excel
lence that characterized the early days has 
survived to produce succeeding generations 
of great champions like Ross Seyfried, 
Mickey Fowler and Rob Leatham. And the 
qualities necessary for success are still the 
same: a steady hand , a keen eye, 111119-
and a ferocious will to win. ~ 

Elden Carl shoots S& W .357 Combat 
Magnum, circa 1962. Ray Chapman 
(left) keeps watch. He's packing 
twin Colt SAAs in .45 Long Colt. 
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A M E R I C A N 

HANDGUNNER 
IN DEX OF ARTICLES 

By AH Staff 

Part One: Single Shot Pistols, Automatic Pistols, Cartridges and Reloading, 
Handgun Hunting, Holsters and Leather and Miscellaneous. 

As a service to our readers who have saved their Handgunners, we present an index of every article that we've published 
in our ten year history. Due to the number of articles, we've split the index into two parts, the first presented here. Part Two 
covering Revolvers, Competition, Pistolsmithing, Optical and Iron Sights and Personality Profiles will appear in the next 
issue, November/December. 

The index covers only feature articles, not our regular columns. Due to the popularity of Handgunner, virtually all our 
print run sells out on the newsstand or to subscribers. However, we have a very limited number of certain back-issues 
available for purchase. For information on availability, write Tara Hietpas, Handgunner Circulation, 591 Camino de la Reina, 
Suite 200, San Diego, CA, 92108. 

Single Shot Pistols 

elNHIS OP A •ISTOL, 
Mossod Ayoob . . .Nov/ Doc 1977 
The history of the development of the TIC Contender. 
CONTINDINO WITH THI CONTINDI•, 
Mossed Ayoob . . . . . .. ... . . . . . . . ...... Nov/Doc 1977 
Some helpful hrnts on p1stolsm1th1ng the Contender. 
THI SSK MAeNUM •AK, 
AH Staff . . M•y/J•• 1978 
A photo essay featuring a three barrel TC Contender kit from SSK. 
IU•1•4·TllNS, 
J.D. Jones .Sop/Oct 1978 
A round-up of T /C's 14-rnch barrels, and what they will (won't) do. 
THI DIOINNINO OP THI I•· 100, 
Mike Thill . .J••/Poll 1979 
A history of Remington's XP-100. 
A HLICTION OP CUSTOM I•·1HS, 
AH Staff. .Ja•/Poll I 979 
A round-up of some of the many options ovodoble 1n custom XPs. 
•ON POWIR'S CUSTOM XP·IOOS, 
Mason Williams. . ..la•/ Pelt 1979 
Ron Power works his magic on the XP- l 00 . 
A OALL .. Y OP CUSTOM I•·100S, 
AH Stoff. . .. .la•/ Pelt 1979 
Custom creot1ons of XP-100 prstolsm1th Jock Dever. 
.101111 TOWLl ' S T·ll·T, 
Mossed Ayoob ..... . .............. . ... . . . . . . . .l••l ••lt 1979 
This man's custom XPs ore powerful! 
WICHITA'S UllLIMITID, 
Jock Jason .May/.I•• 1979 
A test of W1ch1to's boh-oct1on pistol for silhouette. 
Tiii Lii JUaaAS llOWDAll STOaY, 
Dick Eades. . .No•/ Dec 1979 
From o .500 N.E. to a .416 Rigby, these ore big bores. 
.270 Y J COMTlllDla, 
Tom Shippy .. J••/Pelt 1981 
Vern Juenke's .270 VJ is o potent handful of handgun. 
•OLLINe DLOCK SILHOUITTI •ISTOL, 
Phil Briggs . . .Mor/Apr 1981 
How to convert a rolling block pistol rnto a competitor. 
HANDCANNONS1 THI SSK T/ C' S , 
Mike Barach. . .May/ .I•• 1981 
A look at the awesome magnums from J.D. Jones. 
•IMllleTON 7MM •INCll alST, 
Phil Briggs . . . . . . . .lo•/Pelt 19~2 
Just how good is this silhouette cartridge? 
•IPIATIN• UllLIMITID, 
J. Rader .May/ .I•• 1982 
A custom boh-oction XP- 100 with o magazine! 
T/C CONTINDI• ens A PACI LIPT, 
Dove Reynolds . . . .l•I/ A•g 1982 
The new Mach IV features new improvements. 
TIN·•INO COM•ITITION MUZZLILOADI•, 
Jomes D. Mason . . .. Sep/Oct 1982 
This custom smokepole groups em fight! 
U•DATINO THI T/ C CONTINDI•, 
J.D. Jones. . .N••/Dec 1982 
SSK Industries makes the Contender even better with wildcat 
calibers. 
CUSTOMIZID HANDCANNON P•OM SSK, 
Len Davis. . . . . . ... . . . J••/ Pelt 1983 
A reporl on this exotic hunllng Contender 1n .375 JDJ . 
SAPA•I CLUD INTIRNATIONAL' S HANDOUN, 
AH Staff . . . Sep/ Oct 198• 
A stunning Contender customized by SSK brings $4, 400 ot auction! 
THI H&• US•A •ISTOL, 
Walter R1ckell .llo•/ Dec 198• 
A test report from the past of this historical pistol. 

•• 4 S•ICIAL DOUDLI Dl••INOI•, 
Stephen Crudele. . ... Ja•/Pelt 1985 
ADC's popular derringer comes rn some potent calibers. 
THI . 256 SU•l••MAO, " 
Doug Goodman. . , ,. . . . . . . . .. J•l/ A•g 1985 
Learn how a silhouette shooter designed this wildcat. 
DUY YOU• KIDDO A CHl•MUNK, 
Timothy Johnson . . .11••/Dec 1985 
This could be the perfect first pistol for a youngster. 
HIOI SIH• DLACK•OWDI• •ISTOL, 
Mike Nesbitt . . .llo•/ Doc 1985 
A fo1thful reproduction of a classic torget pistol. 
PACllMAYa' S DOMINATOR, 
J.D. Jones . . .J•l/A•g 1986 
Turn your Gov't Modei rnto o bolt action handgun. 

Automatic Pistols 

THI HAMMl•LI MODIL 120, 
James D. Mason . .Sop/ Oct 1976 
Test of Hommerli Model 120 free pistol. 
IMPACT & 0•1•1• o• WALTlll• p.3a, 
Dennis Riordan . .Sop/ Oct 1976 
Historical look at P-38 and background of design features. 
TNI •·H PO• COMDAT, 
Clair Rees. .Sop/ Oct 1976 
Practtcol field test of P-38 for combat applications. 
U.S. YS. P•INCH Sl•YICI A•MS, 
R.F. Sullivan. .No•/Doc 1976 
Comparison of French M-50 and Colt Government Model. 
DOS •ISTOLAS IS•ANOLAS, 
Mason W1ll1oms. .llo•/Doc 1976 
Comparison of Star Starlight and Astra Constable .380. 
•ACHMAY•'S SIONATU•I MODIL .H SU•I•, 
J.D. Jones 1 · · · · · · · · · · · · · · .l••/ Polt 1977 
In-depth analysis of Pachmayr Signature .38 Super. 
THITHOMAS.4S, 
Walter Rickel I. .Ja•/Polt 1977 
Test and evoluot1on of Thomas .45 auto. 
oa1e111s OP THI lll·POWIR, 
Clair Rees. .... Mar/Apr 1977 
A history, evolution of Browning Hr-Power. 
SHOOTINO THI D•OWNINO Hl·•OWI•, 
Clair Rees. .Mar/Apr 1977 
Wide ranging d1scuss1on of Hi-Power's handling charoctenstics 
DROWNINO CHALLINOIR II, 
Herbert Gates. . .. . ... Mar/ Apr 1977 
Test and evaluation of Browning's Challenger II .22 auto. 
ST01e1a alMPlal LUGlaS, 
George C. Nonie . .M•r/ Apr 1977 
Overview of Steoger's toggle top .22s 
Pl'S MODIL D .HO, 
George C. Nonie . . .... . . . . . . . . . . . M•r/Apr 1977 
Test of Firearms lnternattonal's .380. 
TMI LICHTMAN .45-All UPDATI, 
George C. Nonie.. . .. May/.I•• 1977 
Evaluation of Lichtman pocket pistol. 
THI AMT HA•DDALLI•, 
J.D. Jones ............. . ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May/ J•• 1977 
A test of AM T's Hard baller auto. 
THI HK ••S DOUDLI ACTION, 
George C. Nonie. 
Complete rundown on exciting HK P9S . 

. •• .,, .... 1977 
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POUa OUllS 111 O•l-THl llK ••, 
George C. Nonte . . 
Test of HK's P4 pocket auto . 
Tiii LITTLI KllOWN YP·70 PISTOL, 
George C. Nonie .. 
A look al HK's lesser known pistol. 
A LOOK AT COLT' S COMMANDI•, 

. .May/J•• 1977 

. .May/ .I•• 1977 

Mossed Ayoob . .Sop/Oct I 977 
A look at the Government Model's smaller brother. 
THI UDIOUITOUS .45 AUTO, 
George C. Nonie . . . . Sop/Oct 1977 
A roundup of .45 autos . 
COLT' S MA•K IY/Sl•IH 70, 
Jomes Mo son. . Sop/Oct I 977 
An evaluation of this voriollon of the Government Model. 
WALTllla'S PPK·S alMPl•I, 
Clorr Rees. .Sop/Oct 1977 
Here's the rimf1re version of Walther's .380. 
D•OWNINO DDA DOUDLI ACTION .45, 
George C. Nonie . llo•/ Doc 1977 
The SIG P220 is now imported under Browning's banner. 
Tiii MAUSla MILITAaY PISTOL, 
Donald M. Simmons . . .NOY/ Dec 1977 
A short history of the 1896 self-loodrng Mouser. 
•1a1TTA'S lllW D.A. •ISTOLS, 
J.B. Wood . . . . Mar/ Apr 1978 
A test of the M-92 and M-84 models from Be re Ito . 
STlaLlllO'S .•S D.A. AUTO, 
Terry Hudson. . .Mar/ Apr 1978 
This little pistol pocks .45 caliber punch 
SCHWARLOH MILITA•Y •ISTOL, 
Gordon Bruce ... .l•l/A•g 1978 
An 1nterestrng look at the Germon "blow-forward" auto. 
HISTO•Y OP THIS& W H / H , 
AH Stoff. .J•l/ A•g 1978 
The evolution of S&W's two nines 
SllOOTllle Tiii SMITll 9••s., 
Massed Ayoob . . .J•l/ A•g 1978 
Shootrng and ma1ntornrng the S&W 39/59. 
S&W AUTOS PO• LAW INPO•CIMINT, 
Mossed Ayoob . . . . J•l /A•9 1978 
The applicollons of S&W's 39/59 for cops 
DISCOYlalD-A aAal 9•• Wl•LIY, 
Gordon Bruce . . Sop/ Oct 1978 
A look at o rore 9mm auto from Webley and Scott 
CUSTOM 22 AUTO-THI DllCKMANN • ·66, 
Dennis Riordan . ... . Sop/ Oct 1978 
A unique design rn o handmade custom pistol. 
AST•A CONST ADLl1 THI ••K LOOK·ALIKI, 
Clair Rees . . .. Ja•/ Polt 1979 
A test of the. 22 r1mfire Astra Constable semi-auto . 
Tiii DIYILi NOT JUST A MINl·GUll, 
J.D . Jones . .Moy/.I•• 1979 
A test of Devel's custom conversion of a S&W Model 39. 
Tiii M.A.a. PISTOLS, 
MJChel Josserond .... May/ J•• 1979 
A test of the MAB pistols from Fronce. 
II•LODINO .45 MYTHS, 
Jeff Cooper . .l•l/ A•g 1979 
Jeff Cooper debunks all those myths about the Colt .45 . 
THI PSP, A SU•llCTIYI alPOaT, 
Mossod Ayoob ....... J•l/ A•g 1979 
Now it's coiled the HK P-7, but our first test piece was the HK PSP 
Tiii CLIANIST LITTLI .4S, 
George C. Nonie. .J•l/ A•g 1979 
A test of the Detonics Mk . IV, a mini version of o Gov'! Model. 
THI ROOAK ••H, 
James D. Mason . 
A test of the Rogok P-18 9mm semi-auto. 
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CUSTOM .•SS aY HOAG, 
Massod Ayoob Sep/ Oct 1979 
The custom conversions of Coll .45s by Jomes Hoag 
THI .,OTHI•" .•S AUTOS, 
AH Staff Sep/ Oct 1979 
A round-up of .45 autos other thon Colts. 
SllCAMP'S lllW •O•CAT, 
Moson W1ll1oms Sep/ Oct 1979 
lorry Seecomp chops a Combat Commonder 
.45 ACCU•ACY THTS, 
John Rockefeller Sep/ Oct 1979 
How accurate is the old warhorse? A test of factory lood1ngs 
THI ASP1 CUSTOM saw MODIL 39, 
Jim B1onchr llov/ Dec 1979 
The ASP conversion of a Model 39. 
Tiii SAOA OP POU• .US, 
Cloud Hamilton .Mar/ Apr 1980 
All .45s ore not alike Here ore the pros and cons. 
Tiii DIPlllSIYI DUO, 
Jomes Mason. May/ I•• 1980 
M&N's COP .357 four-shooter and TP-70 .25 ACP auto 
LLAMA DOU•Ll·ACTIOll AUTO, 
Lorry Sterett lvl/ A•9 1980 
A test of Uomo's 45 auto. 
THISl•P·210, 
John Robinson . . J•I/ A•9 1980 
A detailed report on this fine example of modern gun design. 
SIO·SAUI• P · 22S, 
AH Stoff . J•I / A•9 1980 
A test of SIG's new version of the P-220. 
DIYIL H COllYl•SIOll, 
Rick Miller Sep/ Oct 1980 
Devel makes o fine conversion of the S& W Model 59 
ADOPTlllO Tiii Sl•YICI AUTO, 
Mossed Ayoob . Sep/ Oct I 980 
A guide far poltce opplrcot1ons of the service auto pistol. 
WILSOll COM•AT .45, 
Mossod Ayoob. .llov/ Dec 1980 
A lest of Wilson's conversion of a Colt .45 auto. 
SOKOLOYSKY' S lllW •• 5 , 
Bert Stringfellow Nov/ Dec 1910 
A handmade from scratch 45 auto! 
•u•••MK.1, 
Jim W1ll1omson 
A classic design lhot lasls and lasts and lasts. 
DITOlllCS MK.IY, 
Evan Marshall 
A test of Deton1cs Mk. IV .45 ACP 
••OWlllllO •DA . HO, 
Evon Marshall 
Test of Brownmg's BDA .380 auto. 
111011 STAllDA•D .22S KIT, 
Jerry Ahern 
Test of High Standard's .22S 
••OWlllllO •DA .4S, 
Seth Nadel. 
Test of Browning's BDA .45 auto pistol 
•llllLLI •·H DA AUTO, 
Bert Myers. 
Test of Benell i's B-76 auto 1n 9mm. 

iil&Uild 
Historical 

Test Report 

TllEH&R 
U.$.R.A. 

TARGET PISTOL 

The Harrington 

Ric~n 
Target Pistol 

.llov/ Dec 1910 

.Ja•/ •elt 1981 

.Ja•/ •elt 1981 

Ja•/•elt 1911 

Ja•l•elt 1981 

.Ja•/ •elt 1911 

llleH STAMDA•D' S •APID fl•I PISTOLS, 
Charles Petty. . ..... Mar/ Apr 1981 
A look at High Standard's array of rapid fire pistols 
CHUCK TAYLO• COMMANDO .45, 
John Farnam . .Jvl/ A•9 1981 
Here's a procflcol working gun. 
SPIL•O•Oll'S CUSTOM LOllOSLIDI .45, 
Kevin Steele . Jul/ A•g 1981 
A test of o fine custom 45 longslide. 
SOUTH A••ICA' S MIWIST .•S ACP, 
Al Venter .. Sep/ Oct 1981 
Dove Sheer's conversion of o Colt .45 to hold 12 rounds 
•UILDlllO A TllHI CALl•I• OOLD CUP, 
Corl Bosselmonn . Sep/ Oct 1981 
The ultimate 1n shootrng verso11llty! 
WHAT'S W•OllO WITll Tiii COLT ,45 ACP?, 
Gordon Stork. .Sep/ Oct 1981 
One man's opinion on Old Slob Sides. 
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•l•ITTA llT .... , 
Roy Ordorica llov/ Dec 1981 
A test of the popular 25 ACP from Berella 
THI GAMMON PISTOL, 
RICk Miller Ja•/ felt 1912 
Devel's Gammon, a state-of-the-art conversron of a Colt 45 ACP 
CHA•TI• A•MS IJlPLO•I•, 
Lorry Sterret . Ja•/felt 1982 
Tesl report on Charter's new 22 autoloader. 
M·• SAFA•l lllfO•c••, 
Mike Barach Ja•/ felt 1982 
Test report of Solon Arms new 45 auto. 
•IMIM•I• Tiii WlllTlllY?, 
Charles Petty. Mar/ Apr 1912 
This gun of the 'SOs was a design whose time came too soon 
THI PISTOL THAT WINS THI GOLD, 
Jomes D. Mason .Mar/ Apr 1982 
The Hommerl1 Rapid Fire pistol shoots into the winner's circle 
..... Tiii, 
AH Staff. . ... May/J•• 1912 
A sneak preview of Jeff Cooper's baby 
THI IAOLI, 
AH Stoff. May/J•• 1982 
Preview of on exc1t1ng new .357 Magnum outolooder 
SllCAMP' S UMIQUI .25 AUTO, 
Dove Reynolds. .lvl/ Av9 1982 
A new stainless. 25 auto offers many exc111ng features 
IS THI PA•A•ILLUM P•ACTICAL ! , 
Robert Shimek. .lvl/ Avg 1982 
Where does the luger f1t 1n defensive shooting? 
TAU•US D.A. 9MM AUTO, 
Dove Reynolds. Sep/ Oct 1982 
A test of the Taurus auto shows reliabd1ty. 
THI MIW AUTO O•DMANCI •• 5 , 
Dove Reynolds. .Sep/ Oct 1912 
It costs less than o Colt and performs 1ust as well. 
COLT'S .... T .•S AUTO, 
Robert Shimek. . .... Sep/ Oct 1982 
A nostalgic look bock at Colt's first slab sider. 
COMPIMSATIMO DIYICI fO• .•s AUTOS, 
Greg Moots Nov/ Dec 1982 
Bill Wilson's Accu-Comp system really works I 
Tiii SOKOLOYSKY .45, 
Bert Stringfellow Nov/ Dec 1982 
This gun is mode by hand, one at a time, from scratch 
AST•A A·H .4S AUTO D.A. , 
Al Pickles .Ja•/ felt 1983 
The new .45 auto from Spain. 
•lllLHT' S Piii OUll, 
George H Gamble. Ja•/ felt 1983 
A new system reduces recoil, improves occurocy 

TOM CAMPHLL'S SUPl•OUll 11, 
Michael Bone 
The only Smith ond Wesson . 45 auto 1n existence. 
ODl'S YIKlllO II .45 AUTO, 

Nov/ Dec 1983 

Mason W1llmms Ja•/ felt I 98• 
This stainless steel 45 features Seecomp's DA tngger 
81•1TTA ' S M8• AND M85 .380 AUTOS, 
Mossed Ayoob Ja•/ felt 198• 
Ayoob likes these .380s bu1 couflons then caliber 1s minimal 
THI ' K ' IN PPK, 
Al Pickles Mar/ Apr 198• 
Just what does that "K" stand for? 
198•1 THI YIA• Of THI 9•• AUTO?, 
Len Davis Mar/ Apr 198• 
Connecticut State Poltce ore given 9mms by Beretto 
THI STIY• MODIL 08 9•• AUTO, 
Al P1ckels . Mar/ Apr I 98• 
A test and evoluohon of this 18 rou~d 9mm from Austria 
Tiii DITOlllCS SCO•IMASTI•, 
Fred Romero .Mar/ Apr 198• 
This . 45 auto is compet1t1on ready right out of the box. 
Tiii WILDIY .45 WlllCllHTI• MAOllUM, 
Jomes E Fender Mar/ Apr 198• 
A rod1col new gos operated .. 45 Magnum 
••OWlllllO ,HO AUTO PISTOL, 
Stanley W. Trzoniec May/J•• 198• 
The Brownmg BDA . 380 is tested 
Tiii STA• MODIL 28, 
Al Pickles May/J•• 198• 
Spanish mode. 1h1s 9mm auto 1s a frne pistol for the money. 
111011 ST AllDA•D c•usaD••· 
Charles Petty. lul/ Aug 198• 
The 44 Magnum Crusader remains a collectors item 
lllTI• Tiii AOllH, 
Bruce Thorstad 
A Danish 22 bullseye auto is o tock dnver. 
Tiii OAMMOll 11, 

S e p / Oct 198• 

David Armstrong Sep / Oct 198• 
A new generation of Devel Gammons. 
TO COMP O• MOT TO COMP!, 
Greg Moats S e p /Oct I 98• 
A compensated .45 may or may not be "practical," but they workt 
AUTOS THAT DIDN' T MAKI IT, 
J.B. Wood Nov/ De c 198• 
Designs that come and went, before and ofter their time. 
DAYYS, KA•T, 
Stephen Petrick Nov/ Dec 198• 
Bottle of the conversion units-. 22 LR conversion for 45s. 
LA•' S •• 5 WIN. MAO. O•IZZL Y, 
Jim Weller Ja•/ felt 1985 
The Gmzly p1stol 1n the new 45 Magnum round is a handful. 
A SOUTHPAW'S DILIOllT, Tiii POTlllT .41 AYlllOI•, 

Russ Gaertner 
It's o .45 ACP necked down to 41 caliber 
THI WALTHI• its, 

Ja•/ felt 13 Curtis Rich Ja•/ Felt 1985 
Some of the problems of semi-autos far southpaws 
THI STA• 30PK, 

Donald M. Simmons .. 1 •• 

This nifty nine makes a great undercover gun 
THI COONAN .357 AUTOLOADI• , 
Jim Weller. 

.Mar/ Apr 1983 Charles E. Petty Ja11/ felt 1985 
The Spanish firm of Star produces o fine 9mm luger autoloader 
KOR•IPHILA .•s ACP, 

Yes, a .357 Magnum automatic pistol. 
.May/Ju• 1983 Wolter R1ckell. .Mar/ Apr 1985 

Thrs Germon mode auto is the Mercedes of .45s. 

llAllDLlllO THI .45 AUTO-SAPILY, 
Richard Savino .. 
How to avoid mishaps with old slob sides. 
MODIL 191 l•A2 Yl•SIOll!, 

. .May/J•• 1983 

Dick Thomas . May/Ju• 1983 
As good as the 1911-A l is. could 1t be belter? 
Tiil .451 DITOlllCS MAO COllYl•SIOll KIT, 
Dove Stanford. J•l /Au9 1983 
Detonics' conversion for your Gov't Model 
81•1TTA' S . 380 AUTOt A WINNI•, 
Len Davis . Nov/ Dec 1983 
This nifty 380 shoots great! 
IS Tiii AUTO PISTOL PO• POLICI?, 
Stanley W. Trzon1ec .... Nov/ Dec 1983 
Pros and cons of the self-stuffer for coppers. 
STAIMLISS STllL •• 5 AUTOLOADI• , 
Len Davis . .llov/ Dec 1913 
Randall's new .45 auto 

SWISS PLIMKI•, 
J.B. Wood . Mar/Apr 1915 
The Hommerl1 Hunter in 22 LR shines as a field/target pistol 
IAOLI . HO AUTOMATIC, 
J.B. Wood May/J•• 1985 
A test of the Eagle 380 
flOCCHI TA•OIT PISTOLS, 
Som Bioocco. 
Our correspondent went to Italy for this test. 
Tiii WILSOll ACCU·COMP, 
Cameron Hopkins .lul/ A•9 1985 
Simply put, 8111 Wilson's custom 45s ore tops. 
THOMPSOM T•IO, 
Mike Barach. S e p / Oct 1985 
A test of three chombenngs of Auto Ordnance's Gov'! Model 
PLASTIC PACKS A PUllCll, 
Anthony Carlyle. .Sep/ Oct 1985 
A test of the amazing plastic pistol-the Glock. 
llASTOPP SUPl•COMP, 
Jim Weller .. Sep/ Oct 1985 
Steve Nostoff builds a magnificent .45 for compelll1on 
DITOlllCS POCKIT 111111, 
Bob Murphy Sep/Oct 1985 
Deton1cs Pocket Nine 1s o dandy backup pistol. 
llUllOA•IAll 111 POWl•S, 
Don Shumor Nov/ Dec 1985 
A test of Hungary's version of the Browning H1 Power 
DAWN Of THI . 38 SUPI•, 
Fred Romero .Nov/ Dec 1985 
Componng the 38 Super to the 45 ACP for IPSC 
Tiii A•MY'S lllW 111111, 
StanleyTrzoniec Nov/ Dec 1985 
Bere110 gets the nod for the new md1tory pistol. 
•IPLICTIOllS 011 Tiil lllW O•DI•, 
Jeff Cooper Nov/ Dec 1985 
A look at Beretta's 92F from Cooper's perspective. 
WILDIY IS COMlllOI, 
AH Staff .Nov/ Dec 1985 
Ready or not, here she comes the new Wildey magnum p1slol 
PACHMAY•'S MODULAR PISTOL, 
Dove Arnold .Ja•l ••lt 1986 
Pochmayr's amazing three caliber conversion of o Gov'! Model 
ASK Ml A•OUT MY 111111111, 
Jim Weller Mar/ Apr 1986 
Richard He1n1e builds gorgeous Colt 45s custom prstols 
llOLMH ASSAULT PISTOL, 
J.B. Wood Mar/ Apr 1986 
A new genre of handgun is cropping up· the ossouh pistol 
SMITH AND WISSOM' S 669, 
Mork H1pes May/Ju• 1986 
A test of this chopped 9mm service pistol 
LONI STA• STATl'S P•ACTICAL PISTOL, 
At Pickles May/Ju• 1986 
A Mortin custom 45 is a procllcol pistol 
SMITH AllD WHSOll US, 
Jeff Cooper 
Cooper tests the new 45 ACP D.A. pistol. 
•1P1111D •u••••· 
Dove Arnold 
Two classy custom Ruger rtmflre autos. 

Jvl /A•g 1986 

Jvl/ A•g 1986 
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Cartridges and Reloading 

,HJ M&ellUM aULUTS THTS, 
Mike Branch ... Sep/Oct 1976 
Round-up of .357 bullets 
C•UCK•USTI• SUP•IMl1 .218 MASM•U•N, 
J 0 JonesM1keBoroch . Sep/Oct 1976 
Comparing . 218 Bee to .218 Mashburn 1n TIC for small game. 
.44 aULLDOe MAXIMUM LOADS, 
George C Nonie .. Sep/Oct 1976 
Reloodmg ort1cle on .44 Special 1n CA's Bulldog. 
Tiii ........... n &C• COMaO, 
Mason Wdl1oms . •ow/Doc 1976 
look at 45 ACP cartndge tn Coll 19 11 and S& w Model 1917 
Tiii LOWDOWll 011 LO&Dllle DOWll, 
GeorgeC. Nonie .Now/he 1976 
Medium and mdd hondloads for vonety of handguns. 
•ILOADlll• FO• TMI •l·POWI•, 
George C Nonte .M•r/Apr 1977 
How to get best results from reloading 9mm for Hi-Power 
•1LOADlll. FO• AUTO PISTOLS, 
GeorgeC. Nonie .. May/'•• 1977 
How to reload for fussy self stuffers 
LATIST WILDCAT1 TMI .22 PLIA, 
Andy Borton . . ... J•l/A•g 1977 
lnteresllng look at o .32 ACP necked down to . 22 caliber 

alLO&Dllle Tiii .HJ M&ell•M, 
George C. Nonie. . .... J•l/A•g 1977 
An introduction for reloading America's fovorile magnum. 
an••ll OP SU••• YIL AMMUlllTIOll, 
Evon Marshall .. J•l/A•g 1977 
The many loadings and calibers hove one thrng 1n common power! 
PllLD LOADS PO• •OCICIT &•TOS, 
John Rockefeller . . ... S•1t/Oct 1977 
Handloods can make your pocket pistol potent. 
C•A•Tl•'S aULLDO• A•D S•OTLOADS, 
George C. Nonie.. J•l/A•• 1978 
A discussion of shotshells for the Charter .44 Specml. 
••CKSMOT PO• S•8aa11s, 
Seth Nadel. . Sep/Oct 1978 
A better alternative for stopping power m 3B Special handloods 
ll&llDLO&Dllle Tlla •• I M&ell•M, 
James D. Mason. . ... -•••/Dec 1978 
Cons1derat1ons 1n reloading the .4 1 Magnum 
LOADS PO• Tiii ,223 COllTlllDa•, 
Wayne Blackwell .. .l••/Pelt 198e 
Here's what to feed o 223 TIC for silhouette. 
Tiii sco•••o11 ••o•v, 
J.D Jones . .l••/Pelt 198e 
Just how good 1s this rnverted hollowbose wodcu tter? 
Tlll9MMMYTll, 
Charles Vanous. . . .l••/Pelt 198e 
There ore many myths about this car tridge. 
&•I T&U•US a•LLITS aHTI•?, 
J.D. Jones .. .l••/Pelt 1980 
A test and evoluollon of the new Taurus bullets 
NHllA .J8 SPICIAL MA••UM, 
Dave Reynolds. ..l••/Pelt 1981 
Norma ammo gives you magnum veloc1t1es wtth medium pressure 
a1e11111111e •ILO&Dllle 011 & ••-IT, 
Phil Briggs .ll•r/ Apr 1981 
Here's how to get storied rollrng your own ammo. 
ltACIPIC'S 0·7 P•ISS, 
Phil Briggs. .M•r/Apr 1981 
A test of Poc1f1c's e>ml1ng new 0· frame reloading press. 
C·ll 444·X PISTOL CllAllP P•ISS, 
Don Zutz M•r/Apr 1981 
A test of C-H's progressive press 
A COllT•OLL&aLI ••• M&ell•M LO&•, 
Al Pickles . M•r/Apr 1981 
Here's a spec1ol lood for four-inch barreled .44s 
AMMO SCllll •IYISITID, 
Evon Marshall ... M•y/.I•• 1981 
A round-up of the latest rn handgun ammunition 

MYD•&·SllOIC S.D.L, ,357 M&ellUM &-0, 
Shepperd Kelly M•y/.I•• 1981 
This devastating ammo is a real man stopper 
L1&•11111e LOADS PO• M&ellUMS, 
Mike Venturrno . 
How to load em soft. 
HAllDLOADI•• Tiii .44 MAe•UM, 
Don Zulz. 
Thoughts on reloading lo make your day. 
Tiil .H S•ICl&L-••o &llD COii, 
M. Ayoob E Marshall .. 
Is the .38 Specia l a Death Trap? 
llA ... U. llUZZLI YILOCITY, 

.J•l/A•9 1981 

..... , ... 19&1 

Cloud Hamilton. Sep/Oct 1981 
What con you expect from hondloods and factory ammo? 
A•CAlll AMMO, 
Andy Tillmon . . .NOY/Dec 1981 
The mosl devastating handgun ammo 1n the world? 

•no&D111• n•••. 
Don Cotterman . .l••/Pelt 1982 
Cotterman evalua tes o number of new producls for the hondlooder. 
JU•KYA•DD .. LOADS, 
Joe Zombone 
Potent hondloods lo cancel bod guys. 
Tiii USAf S•PI• aULLIT, 

.M•r/A1tr 1982 

Patrick F. Rogers. .M•r/Apr 1982 
How does Hornody's new design rn bullets stock up? 
.............. ••o•TY, 
Don Zutz M•r/Apr 1982 
Reloading functional rel1obtl1ty mto .3BO autos. 

At last, a production auto pistol to handle tire 
_ _ lo11g-touted .45 Winchestrr Magnum cartridge. 

.... '•M TO ••• S&aco THT, 
Mike Barach .. M•r/Apr 1982 
Put your cos! leod bullels to !he Sacco test for hardness. 
••·5 acc••acv &llD ••• .•s ac•. 
Don Zulz . . ............... M•r/A1tr 1982 
Hodgdon's powder puts huslle into !he heovywe1ghts. 
INPLATIOll AND Tiii llANDLOADI•, 
Cloud Hamilton .M•y/.I•• 1982 
How lo lower the cost of reloading! 
TMl.45LO••coLT, 
Cloud S. Hamilton. 
Is this old war horse obsolete? 
11&11-Ull STO••·- •OWi•, 
Robert M. Price. . .. Sep/Oct 1982 
A three-port senes beginning on handgun boll1s11cs. 
llA•-·· STOPPIN• POWI•, 
Massed Ayoob . . ............. Now/Dec 1982 
Series continues with o discussion of Hatcher's theories. 
•LAZI• .28 SPICIAL AMMO, 
Dove Reynolds .... •e•t•ec 1982 
A test of the mexpens1ve new fodder. 
DILLO•'S NIW •ILOA•IN• P•1s•, 
Ph1lipC. Briggs .... .l••/Pelt 198J 
A test of Dillon's RL-450 press. 
MULTl·JACKIT •A•-·· •ULLITS, 
David R. Corbin. . . .l••/Pelt 198J 
Multiple handgun bu llet 1ockets from swogrng. 
Tlla .HS& W C&•T•l-1, 
B.R. Hughes .. .l••/Pelt 198J 
After more than 100 years. it's str ll gomg strong. 
Tiii Lii TU••IT P•ISS, 
Phdrp C Bnggs ..... M•r/A1tr 1982 
Complete reloading k1 t 1ncludes all you need mo wooden case. 
AMl•ICAN PACTO•Y AMM••ITIOll, 
StonleyW. Trzoniec. .M•r/Apr 198J 
Fodder modem the good ale U.S. of A is tops! 
•IW P•l•CH POLICI AMMO, 
Michel Collin .. M•y/.I•• 198J 
Thts new design m manstopper ammo is devostollng! 
" .. IP SIX" T•• .28 •PICIAL, 
Cloud S. Hom1llon. . .. M•.,/.I•• 198J 
The .38 Spec1ol 1s o wimp! 
SWA•ID aULLITS I• THI .45 A•TO, 
Don Zutz. . .J•l/A•g 198J 
Try swaged bullets 1n your pet .45 auto for improved accuracy. 
PA YO•ITI LOADS OP TO• ••11 W•na•S, 
Len Davis .... .l•l/A•g 1982 
The list is o Who's Who of Gundom. 
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llOW TO COM .. lllS& Tl ·-.H S•ICl&L, 
Massed Ayoob .l•l/A•w 198J 
It may be o wimp, but there are woys to improve 1t 
...... YIL &MM•lllTIOll, 
Don Zutz. 
A super round for self defense 
ST&•alLO&DI•, 
Fred Romero .J•l/A•• 1984 
The standard by which other presses are 1udged 
W•Y Tiii .44 SPICIAL?, 
Al Pickles J•l/A•g 1984 
The forerunner of the 44 Magnum shouldn't be overlooked 
SPICIAL PU•POSI AMMO, 
Al Pickles . .l•I/ A•g 1984 
Special ammo for special purposes -self-defense 
HIAT T•IAT YO•• aULLITS, 
E.J Henderson. Sep/Oct 1984 
How to heat treol cost bullets for greater hardness. 
Tiii .J8 SUPI• TODAY, 
Russ Gaertner .•ew/Dec 1984 
Don't sell the old Super 3B short! 
•ILOADIH• Tiii .45 WI•. MA•., 
Joe Zombone . .l••/Pelt 1985 
Roll your own .45 Magnum fodder for power and accuracy 
Tlla ClllTIMITI• aO•I, 
Whit Colhns. .J•l/ A•g 1985 
Part One of o two port senes on thecent1met~r bore, l Omm. 
T•I CINTIMITI• •O•I, 
Whit Collins .Se1t/Oct 1985 
Port Two of the series continues on the wonderful lOmm bore. 
HO••ADY P•O 7 P•ISS, 
Mike Barach Sep/Oct 1985 
A test of Hornody's progressive press 
•111oua •• u1110•• · 
Terry M Boyer. . .Sep/Oct 1985 
A look at the versatile pistol powder that is unique. 
Lii HH •ILO&Dllle ••ISS, 
Don Co tterman ......... Ney/ Dec 1985 
Hondloadrng columnist looks al lee's press. 
•Cas •X• •ILO&Dllle ••1SS, 
Don Cotterman .l••/Pelt 1986 
A test of the Good 01' Boys progressive press. 
MYSTl•Y aaLO&DI- •••c• COllTHT, 
AH Stoff. .1••/Pelt 1986 
Pictures of reloading benches from across America 
•ILOADINe 9•• L.,.I., 
Stanley W Trzon1ec. ..l••/Pelt 1986 
How to reload this popular auto pistol round. 
DILLOll aL·5H aaLO&Dllle ••HS, 
Don Cotterman M•r/Apr 1986 
A test of the press tho! revolulton1zed progressive presses 
eL&Sl•S&HTYSL•e, 
Mork H1pes .M•r/ Apr 1986 
Flawless functioning and 100% energy transfer 
••O T&Cll Cll•OllOe•&•ll, 
Jim Weller M•r/Apr 1986 
A test of the nifty Pro Toch, a self contomed chronograph. 

c&• •••·•· 
Don Cotterman . M•y/.I•• 1986 
A test of this reloading press. 
AMT'S AUTOSCALI, 
Dan Cotterman 
An electric powder dropper ond scale 1n one. 

Handgun Hunting 

•OUaL• ACTIO• llA•-U• ll•NT, 
Mossod Ayoob ....... M•y/.1- 1977 
Hunt Corsican sheep with Ayoob in Texas! 
Ill Sl&•Cll OP Tiil l•l&L T•&IL eu11, 
Steven Comer. . ................ M•y/.I•• 1977 
What to look for 1n your field companion 
•A• .. U• au•PALO H•NT, 
J.D. Jones . . .J•a/Pelt 1978 
Stalk the Amencon bison wtlh o .44 Au to Mag. 
T•OP•Y •u•u, 
Tony Weeks. . ... J•l/A .. 1978 
Hondgunning for the gorgeous sprral horned antelope of Afnco. 
••&•c• •o• TM• ••Mo11eous ••&•. 
J.D. Jones. . .............. J•l/A•9 1978 
Ruger Super Blackhawk tackles o five-fool blockbeor. 
.H7 •O•eUll IS llOT PO• llUllTlllel, 
J.D. Jones. . .............. Jwl/A•g 1979 
There are better calibers for big game than the .357. 
•&•-··· •o• Y&•MlllTS, 
J.D. Jones. . ............... •••/Dec 1979 
Accurate, flot-shoot1n9 calibers ore the secret. 
•••-•II •U•TIN• AP•ICA• STYL•, 
Al Venter. . .. M•y/J-198e 
Here's how the . 44 Magnum fores on the Dork Continent. 
SAPA•H, 
J.D. Jones. . .................. .l•l/A•g 198e 
This spec ial Ruger Blackhawk 1s ready for Africa. 
H•NTlll' WILD llO•S, 
Bill Davidson ... .l••/Pelt 1981 
Magnum medicine of big tuskers. 
............. •&•-••S •o• ......... . 
Bob McKrnen . . ........... M•r/Apr I 98J 
Sighting-in requ1res a knowledge of boll1st1cs 
C•STOM 11&11-•llS ll•llT &P•IC&, 
Cameron Hopkins . 
On sofori wi th custom .44 Magnums. 

Holsters and Leather 

S•llD •1es PO• COMa&T SllOOT111e, 

.. ,el/A•• 19&6 

Rtck Miller ................ Ney/Dec 1977 
A round-up of the latest holsters for speed shooting. 
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a1A•C•l'S PISTOLl•O •1•, 
Michael Bormh M•y/'•• 1978 
This lost draw rig for IPSC is o real winner. 
I• SIA•CH OP THI P•ACTICAL HOLSTI•, 
Rio: MtHe1 •••/Dec 1978 
What to cons1de1 1n picking o holster for your carry gun 
SILICTI•• .45 LIAT•I•, 
Mossad Ayo ,b Sep/Oct 1979 
The author tokes a look ot the many holsters for .45 autos 
cowaOY NOLSn••· 
Mike Thi M•y/'•• 1981 
A round-up of yesteryore's hr lste1s 
SPICIALLIAT••••OODS 1981 •••••UP, 
AH Stoff '•l/A•9 1981 
The lotesl 1n hondgunn1ng eother gear 
SILDll•D.A.HOLSTI•, 
Don Shumo1 •••/Dec 1981 
Cock and chamber a .45 1n the holster! 
NIW SUaSTITUTI PO• LIATNI•, 
AH Stoll Sep/Oct 1982 
Porvo1r is whNe it's at 1n the latest moler1ol for holsters 
•••G•I S•OIST•••• •OLSTI•, 
Don Shu'TIOn Sep/Oct 1982 
Keep II Simple Sluptd a shoestring makes a working holster! 
•ILT SLIDI NOLSTl•S, 
honk Ken • • , •••/Dec 1982 
A round-up of ho'ldy. out of thr way, bell slide holsters 
POLICI DUTY •OLSTl•S, 
Steven L. Campbel Sep/Oct 1983 
A round up of different outy 11gs 
INSIDl·THl·•ILT NOLSTl•S, 
Don Shumor 
A round 1Jp of lhese c.onceolment rigs. 
HOLSTl•S AND MO•I HOLSTl•S, 
Al P•:kle' 
A ootpoum of leather 
THI NIW WAYI OP NOLSTl•S, 

Sep/Oct 1983 

Sep/Oct 1984 

Bob A1ganbr19ht M•r/Apr 1985 
A round-up of the new nylof'\ and syrthet1c fao1u holsters 

Miscellaneous 

•AY Yl•AMO•Tl ' S alCIMTl•MIAL .45, 
AH Stoff Sop/Oct 1976 
Photo essoy of B1 Centenniol Colt pistol 
NOTI ON •UDI• COLLICTO•'S ASSOCIATION, 
AH Staff •ov/Doc 1976 
lritroduct 1n ond how to 1c 1n RCA. 
NANDDUN Lla•A•Y PO• PAST •IH•INCI, 
AH Staff '••/Polt 1977 
Review of curient boo1i:.s !01 hondgunners 
SPllDLOADl•S• SIX MO•I WHIM IT COUNTS, 
James 0. Mason 'a•/Pelt 1977 
01S< uss1on of advantages of spePdlooders 
COLLICTIND MAUH• PA•AUILLUMS, 
R.A. Laffe1ty Ja•/Polt 1977 
Facets of colle~ trng Mouser p1sl•>ls. 
•u•SITl1 JIPP COOPl•'S COMaAT SC•OOL, 
AH Stoff Ja•/Polt 1977 
A vis!! to Col Cooper's famed llaining cente1 >f combat shooting 
LO•• •AM•I MAMHU••IM•, 
Jo-res Mo~1n M•r/Apr 1977 
Discussion of bOlhstics of ong range handgon shooting 
APl'S MIW COMaAT •A••I, 
Mason Williams M•r/Apr 1977 
Look at 1mp1ovements at Jeff Cooper's Guns1te sc.hool 
PIMDTllATa•ASSI, 
Gordon R Stork M•y/J•• 1977 
A humorous e<.soy on flying ·oses 
THI NANDDUN cou••• AT ••••n•. 
Mason W1ll1oms 
A tour of Gunsile's p1stol trainrng facil1t1es 
aOOKS PO• THI NANDDUNNI• , 
AH Staff 
A series of oook reviews. 
THI COLLICTl•L• co•T••···· 

J•l/A•s 1977 

Massod Ayoob .•••/Doc 1977 
Here ore some of the more exotic TCs of interest to collectors 
Al•DUN THT-TNI DAISY M•62, 
Ladd Fonte .J••/Pelt 1978 
Strength and accuracy choracter1te this air ptstol. 
PLYIMe••ASS, 
Byron Boots .M•r/Apr 1978 
A photo essay laughs at the strange things e1ected coses do. 
THI KU•IK •ILOADI•, 
Jomes Mason M•r/Apr 1978 
Here's a unique new design of a speedloader 
COMPLITI DUIDI TO UNLOADIND, 
Goroon StarK M•y/~- 1978 
Some safety ''PS on how to make o gun safe 
O.A.N.A, aANOUIT AWA•DS, 
AH Stoff Sep/Oct 1978 
Skeete1 Skelton wins the Outstanding American Handgunner Award. 
NANDDUN STOCKS, 
James D. Mason .Sep/Oct 1978 
A round-up of some of the more popular handgun grips 
STOCK MA•KIT, 
AH Stoff . Sep/Oct 1978 
More on the handgun stock s1tuot1on from ma1or ma'lufocturers 
AMl•ICAM llAMDeU•S I• P•AMCI, 
M.H. Josserarid Sep/Oct 1978 
A letter from o French reader about the marKet 
P•OM CNIYAL•Y TO COM•AT, 
J. Scott Dugan. .•••/Doc 1978 
An essay about the chong•ng face of combat shooting 
IS THIS THI PUTU•I OP NANDDUNNIND?, 
Mason Williams Nov/Dec 1978 
A look at indoor ranges and what they offer hondgunncrs 
COLO•A•O NANDDUN LAWS-DOOD o• •AD?, 
Hal Sw1gge1t •••/Dec 1978 
A'l essay coris1denng Colo1ada's handgun lows 
NIW MOHOD•IPS •Y NODUI, 
Jo Mes D. Mason , .J••/P•lt 1979 
The revolutionary Hogue Monogrrp may be the best 
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CUSTOM XP·IOO STOCKMAKl•S, 
AH Stoff .Ja•/Pelt 1979 
A round-up of the various (ustom stocks for the XP-100 
NANDLIND THI SINDLI ACTION SAPILY, 
Jo.,1es Triggs .M•r/Apr 1979 
Thoughts on how to shoot your SAA safely 
A DAY AT COLT'S, 
Dono d Simmons .M•y/J- 1979 
A tour :>f tne Colt factory 
TOMO••OW' S NANDDUN DHIDNS TODAY, 
James Mmor .May/J•• 1979 
A trip into the 21st Centu1y too see handgun designs to come 
T•AININD PO• P•IYATI POLICI, 
Mas sod Ayoob M•y/J•• 1979 
A took ot the tro,ning progro'TI of CCSI 
aOOK IXCl•~Ti aLUI STllL & •UMLIAT•I•, 
John B1on(h1 .J•l/A•9 1979 
The wr1t1'"lqs of John B1an< h1 too:en from his first book. 
ACCHSO•IH PO• THI .es AUTO, 
AH Staff Sop/Oct 1979 
l1st1ng of !he many maKNS of 45 auto accessories 
•••••TT'• ••OOTI•• MAST••· 
J.D. Jones Nov/Dec 1979 
A test of HP-nelt's Shooting Moster handgun <;tocks. 
SOUTH AP•ICAN NANDDUN STO•Y, 
Davt> Arno id Nov/Doc 1979 
A ]Of,k al the hondgunniny in Sc uth Affl(Q 
SLIND,SLAND, SLUND, 
Phd Briggs M•y/J•• 1980 
How about o sling for carrying o handgun? 
Tiii DAISY 7 17 PILLIT PISTOL, 
l odd fonta J•l/A•9 1980 
A look hPh1nd the scenes at this classy oir pistol 
HA•HU•••• COLO• P•l•T, 
Karl Bosselmonn . '•l/A•9 1980 
Awollhoriger for your gun fOOm of an AMT Hardbo:ler 
POLY·CHOKI NANDDUN •1as, 
Mike Barach 
Do ventilated sight 11bs serve a lune.lion? 
1HOO.A.N. A , aANOUIT, 

J•l/A•s 1HO 

Ji'TI Wood• . Sep/Oct 1980 
Warren Ceri1er 1s the Outstond ng Ho'ldyunner of the Year 
•1C•A••1•• •IYOLYl•S, 
S.J. Molone Sep/Oct 198• 
From !:>peedloaders to d1..in•p pouches, here's how to reload 
MAMD•UMMl•S OP Tiii 30' 9 , 
L~ [(hob .Nov/Doc 1980 
A nostolg c :>k boo: al haridgunri1ng 1n the 1930s. 
CUSTOM PISTOLSMITN Dl•ICTO•Y, 
AH Stoff .Ja•/Pelt 1981 
The rnost complete list of -ustom p1stolsm1ths 
CUSTOM PISTOLSMIT• UPDATI, 
AH Stoff J•l/A•9 1981 
Some new stings fm our fo'llous Ii t 
S& W ' S •IW •UM9 AND AMMUMITIOM, 
E:von Marshall l•l/A•• 1981 
S'TI1th is oul with new moeiels. new ammo. 
IN DAYS OP OLD- L.A. PISTOL TIAM, 
lee fchols .. Sep/Oct 1981 
Slapst1c ~ c.omedy and bullseye shooting 
SHOOTIND DUIDILINH PO• POLICI, 
Bradley Ste•ner Sep/Oct 1981 
The n's and out's of When Tt Shoot. 
STATI T•OOPI• SIDIA•MS, 
Mossod Ayoob . Sep/Oct 1981 
Guns, leather and oods across the country 
T•AININD THI SICU•ITY OPPICI•, 
Jerry Usher Sep/Oct 198 1 
There' a 11ght way and o wrong way 
NA•D PACTS OH NA•D DUN PINISNH, 
MIChOel Bone Nov/Dec 1981 
The new chrome and n1d.el for handguns 
PLYIM• WIT• llA•MUMS, 
Wa.te1 Leonetti .'a•/Polt 1982 
A1rlrnes vary 1n their pol1<1es Check befo1e you f1y! 
ILICT•O· PILM, 
Kori Bosselmorn M•y/J•• 1982 
New and old combine for o new gun f1n1sh 
DUNMAKIND IN LLAMA LAND, 
J.D. Jones . M•y/J•• 1982 
A lour of Uorno's facto1y in Spain 
NIW P•ODUCT SNOWCAH, 
AH Stoff J•l/A•9 1982 
Spotlight on new holsters handgun cases. 
SPllDLOADIM•, 
Mossed Ayoob. 
Revolvers and autos require d1f ferent techn1oues. 
IDNITION AIN' T IHOUD•, 
Massod Ayoob 
Good shooting involves lots of factors 
I •AYI •ILD TMIS •u• alPO•I, 

_, •• , ••• 1982 

J•l/A•U 1982 

¢~=~~'~:,~ f,oot'~' b""~' bock merno,,esof SAAs. Sep/Oct IH
2 

LIYIND •OOM MA•KSMANSNIP, 
Dove Reynolds 
Sub-caliber devices for indoor shoot.ng fun 
••••l•NANDDUND•IPS, 
M11<e Barach 
A round-up of synthetic grips of rubber 
llDNT•SHOT CLIP PO• COLT .45 AUTOS, 

Ja•/••lt 1983 

., •• , .... 1983 

David M. Armstrong. Mar/Apr 1983 
It odds one more round 
DO•'T KNOCK Al• PISTOLS, 
Ler Davis . .M•r/Apr 1983 
A fun olternot1ve for procttce 
l•DUST•Y IMSIDl•1 SPICIAL IDITIO•, 
Al Pickles. .Mar/Apr 1983 
A look at some new entries in the mar<et 
THI H•YICI PISTOL CONT•OYl•SY, 
Potnck F Rogers M•y/J•• 1983 
What's being tested by the m1l1tory-guns or poht1Cs? 
THI SNOCK WATCH, 
George H Gamble . .May/J•• 1983 
Filled with a speC1ol l1qu1d. this helps soo11; up recoil 
THI MIXICAN STAN0.0,,, ' 
Dove Reynolds • May/J•• 1983 
A fight between 9'TIM 1evolvers and 9mm ouios. 
SIYIN STIPS TO SU•YIYAL, 
Seth R. Nadel • M•y/J•• 1983 
Watch out 1 Danger lurks in every dork corner. 

TNl•ANSOM•HT, 
Stanley W. Trzon1ec J•l/A•9 1983 
F l1m1nales shooter er 1or 1n c he( ~1ng a gun's accuracy. 
POl•T SHOOTIM•, 
Dov1d A. Wils.,n. Sep/Oct 1983 
Point and snoot le u1 vive 
NOMIDIPINHCOU•H, 
Lindo Knab 
The name ·f the game s awareness 
NANDDUN ACCISSO•IH, 
Stunley W_ Trzon1e< 
Complete with o d11edory of where lo buy I 
IXOTIC HAMHU• ••IPS, 

Sep/Oct 19U 

Sep/Oct 1983 

ten Do<11s. Nev/Doc 1983 
A dattl1ng piece ,f w1 od odds sex appeo lo a hondg1in 
NANDDUN MA•KIT, DOWN aUT NOT OUT, 
Je11y Rakuson Ja•/Pelt 1984 
A triought provoking essay on the current ho'ldgun mar .. et. 
MIW SILllOUITTI TA••ITS, 
lt'"n Davis 
A voriety ii steel f 1 llf'r torqets for silhouette. 
MA•l•I OPPICI• •UILDS •AM.I, 
Len Davis 
A new plme to shoot I 
PAPl•MOONS, 

, •• , . . .. 1984 

Mar/Apr 1984 

Jerry Ro' uson Mar/Apr 1984 
A provocative "1f11rik p1e<e" about prorr f!ng hondgunn ng 
••SSIAN T•AININD TICNNIOUH, 
He1nr1 :h Harke. M•y/J•• 1984 
A le ok at shooting t>f>~1tnd the Iron Cui torn. 
l•DONOMICS, 
R1cha1d Savino May/J•• 1984 
Why do some hondqun<> ''feel" good? ~rgonom11 .! 
IXOTIC NANDDUN STOCKS, 
A1 P1dle J•l/A•9 1984 
Dozzl1nq wood thot to1<es y HH breath owoyl 
DOIND ro• THI DOLD, 
Dave Reynolds J•l/A•9 1984 
Srrntn and We!-.~n .uppor ts our Olympic shooting team 
WIAYI• YS. ISOSCILIS, 
heo Rc "'H•ro J•l/A•• 1984 
Two-han<Jt"d sho 'ting we ol agree on, but rn who! k>rrn1 
SMOOT IN• AT Ml••T, 
R<,hert S. McKay Nov/Doc 1984 
New method~ for ow hght shooting 
CUSTOM PITTIND CUSTOM D•IPS, 
Lorry Sh•1ett J••I••" 1985 
How to .hoJ* cust(1m hondgun sl<>< Is'' lit yc1ur ho'ld 
NANDDUNNl•'S NIDNTMA•I• MO•TON D•OYI, 
And•ew Ken<l11e M•r/Apr 1985 
Ttw lr1ghtening rvrrt· IC'ading fr the b<:l'lning of gl,ns 
C•OSSPl•I• IS PPC P•ACTICAL?, 
Mor ,trnl~RorTJero 
A dcholt' bttwec>n lw'l ,lreet w1s,. "op 
O•LANDO PD ADOPTS IPSC, 
Michael Bone M•y/J•• 1985 
The O•laroo P. D. Ir rids IP ;c ot·tter Thon PPC for 11a1n1ng 
THI COMaAT MIMD-SIT, 
Jf•ff Cooper J•l /A•9 1985 
One' 'llentol owo•er e ~is the key to s111 v v1ng a lr"trinl tt ea· 
c•o••,.••. 
Nod,. /Re 'TICrt J•l/A•g 1985 
Kn• ko()Wn Power ,i< 1· , I ex1!.1' 
T•I •AllD•UMS OP SAPA•I CLU•, 
AH Sta/I J•l/A•9 1985 
G0"-.1ffiUS cust\•fl'l quns ouc l•oned la N>ncl1t Sofo•1 Clut. 
C•OSSPl•I• IS IPSC P•ACTICAL?, 
fowif'r H pe Sop/Oct 1985 
Is IPSC a ..,r Ht •f 10,_f• ·al trmn1'1g a dl·balc 
C•OSSPl•I• •IYOLYI• O• AUTO?, 
Ayr 'b/Pr1dt> Nev/Dec 1985 
A debate over wh1c h 1s better for st"lf dt-fense 
A TOU• OP •l•ITTA' S PACTO•Y, 
Ion \10'1 Oriel Nov/Dec 1985 
Inside the lacl:,ry wht>re 1ur 'lew 'TI1hto•y s1deor'TI fl'lode 
UPINSMOKI, 
S.A Nvrib'hu'llb •••/Dec 1985 
Numbthurrb' up k his ala or tics at a bul esye mok n 
DIT •IADY PO• •IDl·SIT, 
Tonyle e J••/Polt1986 
New steel ta1get dfer hours of p!1n~ing fun 
C•OSSPl•I• SINDLI YS, DOUaLI ACTION, 
Ayoob/Hockothc1rn Ja•/Pelt 1986 
Wh1 :h auto action is bPtter for self-oeff'n!-.e? 
THI AYOO• PILIS, 
Mossed Ayoob J••/Polt 1986 
Mo1e fro'" Ayoob on a< tuol g •. inf1ghts 
KIDSA•D•••S, 
P.G. P•octor Mar/Apr 1986 
Thoughts on how h keep I 1as and guns together safely 
ILMI• KllT•'S MODIL 291 PO• SALi, 
AH Staff Mar/Apr 1986 
You hove o chance f! buy 1neof t1'1ler Keith's perwnol 29s. 
Tiii AYOO• PILIS, 
MO)?iOd Ay >b Mar/Apr 1986 
An Orf'led cil1ter urv1ves ol'llost certain death tnr lUgll lo•·fics 
THI DUTCH CONNICTION, 
Jo., van Oriel M•r/Apr 1986 
Some of the firearms and a'llmo problems of the Dutch po ice 
THI AMAZIND • 1COILHS PISTOL, 
Bill Pl•le M•r/Apr 1986 
A hur-iorous >ak o recoil reduc ... g dev :es 
NOW (NOT) TO SNOOT SIL•OUITTI, 
S.A Numbthurnb M•r/Apr 1986 
Numbthumb bumbles hrs way through a state chol'lp1Msh1p 
C•OSSPl•I• DOH PST IXIST?, 
Ayoob/Montz M•y/J•• 1986 
A debate over trie Post Shooting Trauma controversy. 
PACT MK II TIMI•, 
Co•neron Hopkins M•y/J•• 1986 
It's o timer, it's a chronog·aph, and 'Tluch much more · 
THI AYOO• PILIS, 
Massod Ayooo J•l/A•g 1986 
Do bfllter guns win fights? Moybfl 
c•os•••••, 
C Hor~1ns/ C. Petty J•IJ••• 1986 
Are magnums bel!er? A debate 
WllAT' S lllW ••OM •IMl•eTOM, 1986, 
AH Stoff J•l/A•9 19H 
A new XP 100 and new factory ammo. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY IPSC! 
By Dave Arnold 

single driving force of what, up until then, 
had been called "combat pistol shooting." 

The sport actually had its beginnings some 
years earlier when Cooper, together with a 
small band of dedicated shooters, used to 
gather over weekends at a rough and ready 
shooting range in Big Bear, just east of Los 
Angeles. (See the article by Jon Winokur, The 

Photos courtesy of Jake Jatras 

Good Old Days, elsewhere in this issue for a 
complete account of the early, formative days 
of practical shooting. Editor.) 

Cooper was already well known in the gun 
writing world, having written several books. 
Largely due to his writing, both in books and 
firearms publications, word of these combat 
shooting techniques originating from Big 

I t is hard to believe that IPSC Shooting is 
now ten years old. Yet it was a decade ago 

that representatives of practical shooting 
organizations from all over the free world 
met in Columbia, Missouri at the first inter
national conference of this fast growing 
shooting sport. The outcome of this gather
ing was the formation of the International 
Practical Shooting Confederation. Better 
known as IPSC, this body was responsible 
for administrating the sport of practical 
shooting on an international basis. 

The Columbia Conference also elected 
Jeff Cooper as the first President of IPSC. 
This was certainly fitting for he, more than 
any oth~r person, was the creator and the 

As a member of the Rhodesian Team, the author 
competed in the first international, IPSC match. 
Now he reflects on ten years of IPSC shooting 
in celebration of IPSC's tenth birthday this year. 

IN MEMORIAM TO GAVIN CARSON 
Gavin Carson was Captain of the Springboks, the South African IPSC National Team. 
He led the Springboks to victory in the 1979 World Championships. Gavin was the 
quintessential sportsman and competitor always eager to offer advice to fellow 
shooters. He died in 1983 of cancer. Former U.S. Regional Director Jake Jatras knew 
Gavin well: "Gavin Carson is still remembered by all those who competed with him for 
his helpful attitude and competitive spirit. Knowing that he only had months to live, 
Gavin chose to come to the U.S. and shoot in his last major match, the 1983 Bianchi 
Cup. He wanted just once more to be with his pals and be a part of the shooting sport 
he loved. He was in constant pain and had to be helped to the range. He was an 
important part of the IPSC shooting on an international level." 
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Bear started to spread throughout the shoot
ing world. 

Ironically, combat pistol shooting gained 
favor overseas just as rapidly as in the United 
States. In Western Europe, Great Britain, 
Australia, South Africa and Rhodesia (now 
Zimbabwe) shooters, having read about the 
activity at Big Bear through Jeff Cooper's 
writings, started similar groups themselves. 
At that time I was in law enforcement in 
Rhodesia and I lived through the birth and 
growth of combat pistol shooting in Southern 
Africa. 

It all started with informal matches that 
later grew into more serious competitions. In 
those early days we shot courses like the 
Mexican Defense, the modified FBI Practical 
Pistol Course and Cooper's Modified Mili
tary Course that had been developed by 
Cooper and the Big Bear shooters. We also 
had a course of our own called the "Jungle 
Lane'' which was a type of assault exercise in 
a bush setting. 

Then, in the early 1970s, Cooper travelled 
to both Southern Africa and Europe where he 
gave numerous training sessions on combat 
shooting. Rhodesia was lucky enough to be 
one of the countries he visited, and many of 
us had the benefit of getting some personal 
instruction from Cooper himself. This gener
ated even more interest in the sport. This was 
illustrated by the fact that, shortly after he 
left, officially selected teams from Rhodesia 
and South Africa competed in what was 
probably the first international combat pistol 
match. 

Meanwhile, in Europe combat shooting 
was becoming so popular that, in 1975, 
shooters in Switzerland decided to hold the 
first World Combat Pistol Match. The event 
was staged just outside of Zurich and was 
attended by shooters from various European 
countries as well as the United States, Rho
desia and Australia. 

When the shooting was over, Ray Chap
man of the United States was the first World 
Combat Pistol Champion. Runner up was the 
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man behind the match, Paul Bakoks, a Hun
garian residing in Switzerland while Rhode
sian Lionel Smith took third position. 

The following year saw the Second World 
Championships being staged in Berndorf, 
Austria. This event was held some months 
after the formation of the International Prac
tical Shooting Confederation and was 
attended by an even larger number of com
petitors from throughout Europe, America 
and Southern Africa. 

I was fortunate enough to make the Rhode
sian Team that took part in the Austrian world 
event. This was one of the high points in my 
shooting career and one that I will remember 
for the rest of my days. 

We all knew that Ray Chapman would 
probably retain his World Title in the individ
ual event, but we stood a very good chance of 
taking the five-man team match. Conse
quently, we put in many hours of training 
preparing for the match. All this hard work 
paid off, for we did in fact take the team 
match, but it was a near thing. We thought 
our greatest threat would be from the United 
States and paid scant attention to the five-man 
team from Norway. All virtually unknown, 
the Norwegians took everyone by surprise 
with one of their members, Jan Foss, winning 
the individual title, edging Ray Chapman into 
second place with Rhodesian Lionel Smith 
once again taking third place. 

In the team event, things really looked bad 
for us when the front sight on my Colt Gov
ernment 9mm sheared off during a practice 
run prior to the actual match. What was even 
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rmre serious was the fact that I was sharing 
this pistol with fellow team member Peter 
Maunder, whose own pistol had developed 
problems before the match. We eventually 
went into the match sharing the pistol of our 
team captain, Dave Westerhout. In spite of 
these misfortunes, we still managed to take 
the team title, but it was close and the Nor
wegians certainly made us work for it. 

The Austrian World match was one of the 
most enjoyable I have ever competed in, 
mainly because it was shot in the beautiful 
setting of the small village of Berndorf which 
is situated just outside Saltzburg. All shooters 
were housed in various guest houses in this 
medieval village and every evening we 
gathered together at one of the many little 
restaurants. Here, sumptuous food was 
served and the evenings usually ended with 
much beer drinking and singing to the town 
brass band. Surprisingly, these nightly fes
tivities had little adverse effect on the stan
dard of shooting, which was very high for 
that time. 

In those days, the course of fire was not as 
extensive as today's competitions. The Aus
trian World Championships consisted of two 
stages requiring some sixty rounds. Even so, 
the ability of each competitor was thoroughly 
tested. Shooters had to engage a moving 
target, shoot from various unusual positions, 
fire on some targets using the weak hand 
unsupported-and negotiate a high wall as they 
moved through each course. Fast reloading 
was also required as one moved from one 
shooting position to another. 

The guns we used in those early matches 
were also less sophisticated. The most elabo
rate were .45 Colt autos customized by 
gunsmiths like Swenson and Pachmayr with 
the usual trigger jobs and adjustable sights. 
Browning Hi-Powers were popular, 
especially among the Rhodesians, while a 
number of European Shooters used SIG 210 
9mms and there were even a few revolvers. 

All this changed dramatically the follow
ing year when Rhodesia staged the 1977 
World Practical Pistol Championships in Sal
isbury. With much government support, this 

Ross Seyfried, 1981 World Champ, 
won with "practical" equipment. 

l.P.S.C. World Champions 
Year Champion Nationality 

1975 Ray Chapman U.S.A. 
1976 Jan Foss Norway 
1977 Dave Westerhout Rhodesia 
1979 Jimmy von Sorgenfrei South Africa 
1981 Ross Seyfried U.S.A. 
1983 Rob Leatham U.S.A. 
1986 ?* ? 

*The 1986 I.P.S.C. World Championship 
will be Sept. 15-21 in Orlando, Florida. 
The staff of the American Handgunner 
wishes the defending World Champion, 
Rob Leatham, the very best of luck in 
winning an unprecedented two titles in 
a row. We also extend our best wishes to 
our foreign guests competing in the 
World Shoot VII. May the best man win! 

event turned out to be a gigantic match with 
numerous stages requiring in excess of 200 
rounds. Quite a few of the stages were either 
"Jungle Lane" or ''Assault Course'' exercises 
where a fair amount of athletic ability was 
required. There were also numerous reloads 
required in virtually all stages with the result 
that auto pistols were used by all competitors. 

What knocked the revolver out of the run
ning was not so much the emphasis on fast 
reloading but rather the fact that the course 
designers thought in terms of the magazine 
capacity of the autos. In the Rhodesian match 
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they thought in terms of 14, or the capacity of 
the Browning Hi-Power, and designed many 
of the stages with several groups of four or six 
targets. No limit was placed on how many 
shots a competitor fired , but only the best two 
hits on each target would count for score. 

Large capacity autos like the Browning 
had a decided advantage because less reloads 
were needed . For the revolver shooter, with 
only six rounds in the cylinder, the additional 
reloads were too much of a handicap and , as 
far as I can remember, not one was used in the 
match. This tendency has persisted in all 
subsequent World Matches, although course 
designers now think in terms of eight, the 
capacity of the Colt 1911. 

In many ways I feel that this is a pity, 
because there are many fine revolver shoot
ers who not only shoot well but can also 
reload almost as quickly as the auto shooters 
with speed loaders. If targets were grouped 
for six shots instead of eight, revolvers would 
have a chance. 

The 1977 Championship was also the first 
time that the standardized IPSC targets and 
factoring was used. These were two out
comes of the 1976 Columbia Conference, the 
former being intended to standardize the type 
of targets to be used in international competi
tion. Factoring was intended to place a mini
mum standard on the power of ammunition 
so that squib loads would be discouraged. 
The bullet factor was a mathematical formula 
that determined what would equate to stan
dard factory loadings. Major calibers, like 
.45s and Magnums, scored higher values for 
anything outside the central scoring areas on 
the new targets. 

This was also the year that saw the intro
duction of more sophisticated guns and 
equipment. Ray Chapman, for example, used 
a Colt .45 auto customized by Pachrnayr Gun 
Works that sported a six-inch barrel that pro
truded one-inch out of the front of the slide. 
Several slots were cut into the top of the 
protruding muzzle to create a simple type of 
compensator. 

It was also the first time that cross-draw 
holsters were used, mostly by the U.S. shoot
ers. Up until then, this type of leather gear 
was considered unsafe in spite of the fact that 
many competitors were using fast draw hol
sters that barely held the gun and were totally 
impractical. 

One of the reasons for the various assault 
stages was to force competitors away from 
the fast draw skimpy holsters that had started 
to appear in the earlier matches. It was rea
soned that having competitors scale bar
ricades on the run and negotiate other hernia
inducing obstacles would force them to use 
more practical holsters. As it turned out, the 
course designers did not anticipate the inge
nuity of the holster makers who used tension 
crews and other devices to secure the gun 
ith a minimum of leather. 
The 1977 match was attended by a record 

umber of competitors and teams from 
throughout the world and, when the final shot 

ad been fired, the Rhodesians had taken top 
onors in both the individual and team 

Continued 011page84 

PISTOLSMITH 
1have 34 years experience repairing and building all types of sporting 
firearms. Compl ete facilities for th e type of work that is required. 

Combat • Pin shooting • Target • Silhouette 
COLT FACTORY WARRANTEE SERVlCE CENTER 

HIGH STANDARD SPEClALIST - ALL MODELS 
SMITH & WESSON REVOLVER IMPROVEMENTS 

A one man shop that cares, and a shoote r who knows what the serious 
shoote r wants. Satisfaction Assured. Price List $1.00. 

Catalog $1.00 

CAMPBELL H. IRWIN GUNSMITH 
Hartland Blvd. , East Hart land, Conn. 

Tel. (203) 653-3901 Zip 06027 

THE ANTl-CLIMB-MATIC II 
A TOTALLY NEW MATCH 
BARREL & COMPEN
SATOR SYSTEM. 

2199 South KJttredge Way 
Aurora. Colorado 80013 

(303) 755·3710 
Mon-Fr1 Bam-5pm 

Specializing in 
IPSC conversions 
in 45ACP & .38 
Super; Perfect 
match of reliabil
ity; accuracy and 
control. All guns 
tested and guar
anteed. 
Recommended 
by Ross 
Seyf ried.1981 
IPSC World 
Champion 

BUEHLER PISTOL MOUNT 

DEALER INQUIRIES 
INVITED 

Introducing a different BUEHLER MOUNT-M83 . In
stalls without drilling or tapping . For cal ibers up 
through .357 Mag. Available in silver or black finish . 
M83 Mounts available for Smith & Wesson, Dan 
Wesson, Colt and Ruger. 

Send for free catalog 41 H. 

MAYNARD P. BUEHLER, lnc.-ORINDA, CA 94563 

Custom 
Pistols 

J. MICHAEL PLAXCO 
Highest quality workman ship by a c h ampion 
competito r : 
•Me mbe r world Ch ampion USA IPSC "Gold " 

Pisto l Team , 198 2 
• Twice Winne r Mid-Winte r Targe tworld 

Ch ampio n ship , 1980 and W82. 
• Third Place in USA IPSC Nationals, 1981 
Deve lop e r o f the Plaxco Compe n sator Syste m 

For more information and gun specific ations: 
J. Mic h ael Plaxco , Rt. l Box 20 3 
Roland , Arkansas 7 2 135 501 -868-9787 
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~THE Al\1ERIC AN PISTOLSMITIIS GUILD, INC . 
26200 F HEDERICK H D . 

~ 
P. O. B O X 1 30 

HYATTSTOW~ . MD 208 71 

Mr. Jerry Rakusan 
American Handgunner 

Dear Jerry: 

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate you and the 
staff of Publishers' Development Corporation on the American 
Handgunner's Tenth Anniversary Celebration. I would also like to 
extend, on behalf of the American Pistolsmiths Guild, the sincere 
appreciation, felt by myself and the membership, for your 
continuing support of the Guild and its ideals. 

I am sure that most Guild members recognize you as one of our most 
distinguished Associate members. Few members, however, with the 
exception of some Charter members, realize the contributions you 
have made to the Guild. The spotlight placed on the Guild by the 
American Handgunner magazine has not only elevated the prestige of 
Guild membership, but has helped give recognition to the lesser
known craftsmen in our organization. Your attendance at the annual 
meetings since your election as an Associate member has been as 
encouraging as your continued enthusiasm about the Guild. Your 
advice and suggestions have been an invaluable asset to the Guild 
and an important factor in our increase in membership and support. 
Please continue the fine work you and your staff at American 
Handgunner have been doing these past ten years. You can all feel 
satisfaction in the fact that your efforts have promoted 
handgunning to its current unprecedented state of popularity. 

The American Handgunner brings to its readers, articles about 
events that few people will experience, except through the pages of 
your magazine. It is the quality of these and other informative 
articles that help impart the excitement and enjoyment of 
handgunning. Again, thanks and congratulations to all of you, we 
appreciate your efforts. 

Sincerely, / 

- ._· J ( / ) /'/ !. /J# , / 
:_/)c:U..uA ~ k:{_..-tt?tH.<"f__.et' ~ CJ2-

Louis P. Ciamlll~esident 
The American Pistolsmiths Guild 
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COP TALK 
Co111i11ued from page 34 

tives from all other magazines combined, 
and three of them active in law enforcement. 
Many Bianchi Cup staples-the moving tar
get, the more rapid barricade stages, even the 
falling plates and the Colt Speed Event
would be extrapolated by police readers into 
advanced training techniques at the depart
ment level. 

What does the next decade hold? Look for 
some police professional journals to pick up 
the "casefile" concept of analyzing actual 
shootouts that Handgunner pioneered in 
1985. Expect the magazine to continue to be a 
forum for controversy in areas like the 
CrossFire pro-and-con feature that is now 
standard , and the constantly questioning 
approach to old doctrine that has become the 
trademark of current editor Came ron 
Hopkins, as well as the continuing, unbiased 
"warts and all" product reporting. 

As competitive and sport riflery follows 
military trends, so it is that civilian sporting 
and particularly self-defense handgunning 
tends to follow the law enforcement model. 
With many of its staffers professionals in law 
enforcement and in police training, expect 
American Handgunner to be in the forefront 
of reporting in the world of ~ 
lawmen's weaponry. ~ 

GLOSSARY OF 
HANDGUNNING TERMS 
wadcutter: scissors guy at the Skoal factory 
maximum load: ten shots of bourbon 
headspace: a problem prevalent among 
Punk Rockers on drugs 
handgun hunting: what you do after your 
spouse re-organizes the gun room 
Hatcher Rating: what an orderly chicken 
does to her eggs 
grease groove: the part in a Mexican's hair 
bull barrel: where a rodeo clown hides 
ejector rod: the handle in James Bond's car 
next to the passenger seat 
action job: guard duty at the U.S. Embassy 
in Tripoli, Libya 
rebound spring: what Olympic gymnast 
Mary Lou Retton has in her legs 
windage adjustment: when a politician 
moderates the tone of his voice 
stopping power: two dozen Highway 
Patrolmen armed with bazookas 
speedloader: a dock worker on cocaine 
beavertail: what Ward Cleaver used to 
spank 
crisp trigger: what would happen if Roy 
Rogers' horse and Colonel Sanders ever met 
double-action: Rambo and Chuck Norris in 
the same movie 
over-travel screw: a prostitute working on a 
cruise ship 
sear engagement: when a famous depart
ment store founder fell in love 
match pressure: when your folks insist you 
marry the rich girl next door 

MA&NUM .44 
MODEL-1111 
This model handgun 
fires pellets as 
fas! as you can 
pull the trigger 
Load au 50 peltets 
and lue away 

THE LU&ER 
fu ll sized accurate rep1oduct10" 
ot Germany s 1egenoary combat 
weaoon Comes with 8-shot 
magazine 

IN&RAM M-11 
SEMI-AUTOMATIC 
The t1rstcho1ce ol 
Special Forces . S WA T 
Teams and Pohce With • 
this reahst1cact1on 

FREE: 
TARGETS AND 

telescope 
style sight 

model you can lire the 
pellets as last as you can 
pull the trigger 50 REUSEABLE PELLETS 

Each of these 22 cal pellet firing target weapons looks and feels J1ke the real thing Each comes 
with targels and 50 reusable pellets No permit 1s required 

Purchase pnce promptly refunded ti you are not completely satisfied Just S4 95 each plus 95C 
GUARANTEED DISTRIBllTORS, Dept. 499AG74 each for postage and handling Michigan State residents add sates tax 

I County Road 687, Hartford, Michigan 49057•--•--••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

YES, please rush me the .22 cal. pellet-firing target pistols I've checked below. 
Also include my FREE targets and 50 reuseable pellets with each weapon. I'm 
enclosing $4.95 plus 95C for postage and handling for each target weapon I'm 
ordering . If 1·m not complelely sal1stied you'll refund my money right away. 

Name 

Address 

City I Statet Zip 

) SEMI -AUTOMATIC 
MACHINE PISTOL 

1 'TARGET MAGNUM 
REVOLV[R 

SNUB·NOSEO REVOLVER 

WALTHER 38 

LUGER 

, COMPETITION CLASSIC 
SEMI-AUTOMATIC TARGET 

J LUGER·07 SEMI-AUTOMATIC 

0 INGRAM M-11 
SEMI -AUTOMATIC 

J MAGNUM 180 
SEMI-AUTOMATIC 

COLT LONG RIFLE 
SEMl·AUTOMATIC 

LASER SEMI-AUTOMATIC 

S Tota l 
enclosed NOT SOLO IN NEW YORK CITY NO PERMIT REQUIRED MICHIGAN STATE RESIDENTS ADO SALES TAX 

--------------------------------------------------------
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HANDGUN SHOOTERS CATALOG 
FAST-RELIABLE SERVICE at REASONABLE 
PRICES! Choose from our large selection of 
QUALITY competition handgun accessories and 
services. 

Send $2.50 for our latest illustrated catalog, 
which will be credited toward your first order. 
Dealers send FFL for DEALER prices. 

WILSON'S GUN SHOP, INC. 
P .0. Box 578-1, Berryville, Ark. 72616-0578 

Beeman/Webley Tempest Air Pistol 
dliJ Great Outdoor Fun! 

Discover outdoor fun 
with your Beeman / 
Webley Tempest! This 
compact, rugged and 
economical adult air pis
tol is a great addition to any camping or 
fishing trip. Choose your target and enjoy 
shooting all day without disturbing anyone' 
Sugg. retail $109.50. 

You will enjoy the New Beeman/ Webley Tempest "Combat" 
Grips (shown at right). Beautifully shaped exotic hardwood'grips 
increase the looks, balance and value of your Tempest air pistol. 
Sugg. retail $24.95. 

At your local dealer, Send for NEW, 1986 Adult Airgun/ Firearm Catalog/ Guide, reg. $2, FREE 
or direct. with mention of code HGO. Include $1 for Used Gun Lisi. Allow 4-6 

weeks for delivery. For 1st class mail add an additional $1 for each item ; 
$3 for overseas delivery. 

Beeman Precision Arms, Inc. 

WE TAKE PRIDE ... 
IN OUR 1SPECIAL' WORK: 

• Revolver action Jobs 

• IPSC auto conversions 

• M~tal checkering 

• Sight installation 

• Blue and electroless 
nickel finishes 

• Fine welding 

If you demand professional 
workmanship, send $2 for our 16-page 

color brochure and price list. Refundable. 

Member Amencan Pis tolsm1 ths Guild 

Jim Stroh 

ALPHA PRECISION, INC. Dept. 01 

Route 1, Box 35-1/Preston Road/Good Hope, GA 30641 /(404) 267-6163 

THE AYOOB FILES 
Continued from page 41 

action. 
She saw him fall over, hard. He landed on 

his left side, facing her, in the same instant 
she landed in a sitting position next to him. 
She instantly scrambled to her feet and 
stepped back away from him. 

Her attacker lay motionless, his eyes 
closed, his right arm across his stomach. His 
arm and torso were soaked with blood, and 
more seemed to be pouring out of him. She 
saw that his pistol had fallen four feet away 
from him. 

Time ceased to have meaning. She stood 
over him, stunned, still holding the .44 on 
him, for what seemed like minutes. Later she 
would learn it had been thirty seconds or less. 
Then, she whirled as she heard a male voice 
off to the side. 

"I'm from New York," the young man 
across the parking lot screamed. "Get out of 
here! Now!" Then he jumped back in his car 
and peeled out, with a woman sitting next to 
him, staring. So, Weathers realized numbly, 
there had been witnesses. The two of them 
must have seen the whole thing, And their 
first impulse was to flee. Don~ get involved. 
"I'm from New York," he had shouted. Well, 
perhaps that explained it 

She knew she had to do something, She 
walked across the deserted avenue to a motel. 
The door was locked, and she began pound
ing on it No answer. It seemed strange until 
she realized she was still holding a huge, 
nickel-plated revolver in plain sight. She 
slipped it back into her bag, and almost 
immediately, she saw a little man raise his 
head timidly from behind the counter. "I've 
just shot someone," she yelled through the 
glass door. "Call the police!" The man's head 
nodded rapidly up and down, and Helen 
turned and walked back across the street 

Her attacker still lay in his growing puddle 
of blood, unmoving. Helen moved toward 
the front of the office building. She had the 
presence of mind to know that the officers 
would be there any second, and she didn't 
want to look like a madwoman with a giant 
revolver. She started to lay the gun on the 
sidewalk, then paused. She didn't want to 
scratch the gleaming nickel finish and the 
polished rosewood grips. She took her paper 
bag of magazines from her purse and slid the 
gun into it; laid it down and then stepped 
away. 

(To a layman, this would seem, at first, 
irrational. In fact, it is a function of what 
psychologists call "cognitive dissonance." 
This includes confusion of sequence of 
events, but can also distort perspectives, 
making trivial things seem important and 
important things seem trivial in the immedi
ate aftermath of a traumatic experience. 
Moments before, a man had tried to fire a 
bullet through her brain, and she had shot 
him down , yet now, keeping the gun 
unmarred seemed enormously important.) 

Walking a few steps from the gun, Helen 
touched her left arm. There was no pain, no 
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wound. The .25 caliber bullet had missed her 
cleanly, and would never be recovered. What 
she had felt, in virtually the same instant she 
saw him fire, was the bone-jarring recoil of 
the .44 Magnum that she had never before 
fired with her weak hand only. 

In moments, two uniformed officers 
arrived. They took one look at the blood
soaked body and called Homicide. Within 
minutes, both detectives and paramedics had 
arrived. As one of the medics bent over the 
fallen gunman he said, "He's still alive." 

The rapist's instinctive reaction when he 
saw the gun coming up had been to swing his 
own gun arm down. It saved his life. His 
hand had struck hers at the moment his .25, 
and almost simultaneously her .44, had gone 
off. The first scallop-jacketed Remington 
240-grain Magnum hollowpoint had caught 
his forearm just behind the wrist at contact 
distance, the gigantic fireball of muzzle blast 
directly entering the flesh as the bullet trav-
eled up his arm parallel to the bone, exiting 
just before it reached the elbow. The second, 
from contact to no more than three inches 
muzzle-to-flesh distance, had entered just 
above the wrist and again gone parallel with 
the radius and ulna bones, again exiting 
before it could shatter the elbow. 

As paramedics slit open the blood-soaked 
sleeve of the windbreaker, Helen could see 
the enormous damage that had been done. 
The muscles of both lower and upper fore
arm had been virtually disintegrated on the 
half of the limb toward the wrist, and peeled 
back like a banana on the end toward the 
elbow. White bone showed the entire length. 
The attacker's gun arm looked as if it had 
been fileted. 

They lifted him out of his two-foot-wide 
puddle of blood- Helen would remember 
that the liquid seemed thicker than she would 
have expected - and into the ambulance. He 
would survive the two close-range hits with 
the .44 Magnum. Though copper and lead 
fragments would be removed from the ruined 
arm, none of the three bullets fired in the 
encounter were ever recovered. 

The officers seemed comforting and sup
portive. There was never even a hint of her 
being arrested. Perhaps because of this, she 
spoke freely. Again, the cognitive dissonance 
would hit: with four officers standing around 
her asking questions she heard, "Where was 
your gun?" Not realizing that the officer was 
asking where she'd been carrying it when the 
attack commenced, she answered, "In a 
paper bag," thinking he wanted to know 
where it was now. This would be recorded as 
her having said that she was carrying the gun 
in the paper bag, not the shoulder purse; 
during the attacker's trial , defense counsel 
would use this contradictory testimony to 
damage her credibility before the jury. 

But that was of little importance now. 
What was important was that Helen Weath
ers, who minutes before had been in immedi
ate and otherwise unavoidable danger of 
death or grave bodily harm, was safe and 
sound-and her legally-carried handgun had 
sent the rapist to an early retirement. 

LESSONS 
Helen Weathers had a plan: if an armed 

Custom .22 autos of the 
highest quality and 
exacting tolerances for 
competition, target and 
hunting . P.P.C., 
Bullseye, Silhouete and 
Hunting conversions on 
big bores. In house 
bluing and plating. 

Send $1.00 for 
brochure to : 

Toms Gun Bluing Shop 
Volquartsen Custom Pistols 
RR 1 Box 271 
Carroll, la 51401 

SSK 
MOOSE, MICE & COMPETITION GUNS 

SSK Industries offers exceptional services and products which include 41 
AVENGER conversion kits for the 1911 Colt, Match Grade replacement 
barrels for the 1911 in various calibers, CUSTOM CONTENDER barrels in 
over 75 calibers including the 375 JDJ and 45-70, Pistol or Carbine lengths, custom 
DOMINATOR barrels, XP-100 competition and hunting conversions, custom T'SOB 
scope mounts that stay on handguns in either shorty or full length vent rib configura
tion, ARRESTOR muzzle brakes, HEAVY weight bullet molds, SSK SILHOUETTES, 
incredibly tough rubber targets, RECHAMBERING and many other services for dis
criminating handgunners. We want and appreciate your business. Two stamps for 
information. " 

SSK INDUSTRIES 
Route lA, Delio Drive , Bloomingdale, OH 43910 

A / C 614-264-0176 

ORMAN CE 
AND VALUE 

The Auto-Ordnance 
1911A1 Is the competition proven plstol you 

want to own at the price you want to pay. This 
superior plstol ls hand-assembled by U.S. craftsmen 

and finished In a deep rich blue. All parts 
are Interchangeable with the orig lnal 191 I. 

• 1st Place - South Texas Steel Shoot-Out 
•3rd Place - 1985 Steel Challenge 

•3rd Place - Canadian l.P.S.C. Nationals 

See your 
local dealer, 
or send $2.00 
for full color catalog. 

Auto-Ordnance Corporation ~ 
Box AH9, West Hurley, N.Y. 12491 (914) 679-7225 
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SEND A 
BUCK FOR 
CATALOG 

The Chapman Academy of Practical Shooting offers 
the latest and best training in tactics and techniques 
for defensive, practical shooting. 

Training courses are available for handgun, shotgun 
and special weapons. Beginners, law enforcement 
personnel, military personnel and world-class 
competitive shooters have attended and benefited 
from Ray Chapman's expertise and personalized 
instruction. 

For information about the best training available write: 

Chapman Academy 
Hallsville, MO 65255 

(314) 696-5544 

BAER 
CUSTOM GUNS 

DESIGNER COMP II SYSTEM 
PATENT PENDING 

KART N.M. BARREL - TAPERED CONE SYSTEM 
FULL LENGTH GUIDE SYSTEM - PERMANENTLY FIXED 

WITH OUR UNIQUE SILVER BRAZING TECHNIQUE 

GUARANTEED 2 112" - 10 SHOT GROUPS AT 50 YDS. 
ALL 1.P.S.C. MODIFICATIONS AVAILABLE 

PISTOLSMITH PROFILE JULY-AUGUST 1985 

P.P.C. AND BIANCHI REVOLVERS 
X-RING ACCURACY - DOUGLAS BARRELS 
BAER CUSTOM REVOLVER PORT SYSTEM 
FULL LENGTH RIBS - SMOOTH DOUBLE ACTION 

CUSTOM X-P 100's - LONG RANGE CALIBERS 

1725 MINESITE ROAD ALLENTOWN . PA 18103 PHONE 215-398·2362 

, lllTElllllTIOllll l Be a full-fledged member of IHMSA for only $15 per year. 

l ~ l y 4P 
II METALLIC I 

SILHOUETTE 
\. ISSOCIATIOll ) IHMSA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Membership in IHMSA is $15 per year, which includes an attractive membership and classification 
card, a handsome patch which is the official emblem, a set of scale templates for making full·size of· 
fic1al silhouette targets, and a subscription to The Silhouette, the official publication of IHMSA, which 
contains the rules. a schedule of match dates and results from all over the country. Your membership 
kit will be mailed f irst class together with a current copy of The Silhouette the same day your ap· 
plication is received . 

--------------------------

man tried to rob her, she would give him her 
money. If she thought the armed man was 
going to rape or murder her, she would shoot 
him in self-defense. She offered the money 
and it was implicitly turned down. He could 
have taken the cash and been gone, but 
instead he was dragging her into the dark 
obscurity of the isolated parked cars. Her 
reaction was logical , reasonable , 
appropriate. 

What she had not expected was a situation 
in which she would not be able to use her gun 
arm. She gave it no particular thought; it was 
instinctive to reach with her free hand. 

Helen refers to going "on automatic." This 
is the perception of the person who is reacting 
as they've been trained or, as in her case, as 
shetl trained herself. The sensation is that of 
watching your body do something as if in a 
dream. 

Helen's pulling away was what alerted the 
distracted assailant to react in time to deflect 
her gun barrel away from his abdomen. Per
fect 20/20 hindsight tells us that had she 
simply drawn and fired, or fired through the 
purse, she would very likely have instantly 
(and fatally) neutralized the attacker before 
he could fire in her direction. Alas, that 20/20 
hindsight ignores the fact that a cocked FIE 
.25 automatic was pointed at her head , and 
with anything less than a cerebral cortex hit, 
his finger could have convulsed on the trigger 
as he took the enormous impact of the first 
.44 slug. This would likely have resulted in a 
dying shot that took his intended victim with 
him. All things considered, Weathers was 
correct to throw herself down and out of the 
immediate line of his fire as she brought her 
own weapon into play. 

Her recovery immediately after the shoot
ing was excellent. Her experience with the 
cowardly witness was lamentable, but not 
atypical. The refusal of bystanders to help, or 
even come forth later to testify in safety, is to 
be expected. In this case there is no reflection 
on either Miami or New York; in both cities, 
there have been numerous cases of 
samaritans helping crime victims, sometin1es 
at terrible risk to themselves. 

Tachypsychia (distorted time perception) , 
tunnel vision (in this case, focusing on the 
attacker and not noticing two bystanders until 
later) , and cognitive dissonance were all clas
sically present. Note in particular the sudden 
compulsion to prevent the gun from being 
damaged. A lay juror who has never been in a 
life-threatening encounter would see this as 
extremely cold-blooded ("taking care of a 
nasty gun while leaving a human being to 
hemorrhage to death"). The survivor of vio
lence knows that there is a revulsion to 

I I approaching the thing that tried to snuff out 
I If this is a renewal. put your IHMSA number her I your life, and a certain anthropomorphic 
I I affection for the instrument that you perceive 

Name as having saved your life. 
I I Value judgments from Humanities 101 
I Address I quite aside, this young woman, at that 
I I moment, owed considerably more to her .44 

I I Magnum than she did to the comatose gun-
Citv State Zip I man who was bleeding all over the parking 

I Mail this coupon with check for $15 made out to: lot. 
I I HMSA * Box 1609 Idaho Falls, Idaho 83401 I While Weathers practiced 50 rounds a __________ '-" _______________ month (about the same as a Los Angeles 
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Police Officer), her practice was not nearly 
as well-directed. Shetl never fired one-hand/ 
weak-hand , and much of her shooting was 
done single-action. As always, the body 
under stress does what practice has condi
tioned it to: she cocked the revolver before 
she was ready to fire, and thus risked tipping 
her hand. It is fortunate that the assailant was 
so absorbed in his rape attempt that he did not 
hear the sound . 

By and large, Weathers handled herself 
coolly and effectively, particularly in the 
aftermath. 

EPILOGUE 
Helen Weathers' only post-shooting 

trauma was inability to sleep the first night 
after the shooting, a compulsive need 
(healthy in this case, since the response was 
supportive) to call friends from Florida to 
New York to discuss the incident that night, 
and loss of appetite for a day. These are 
predictable symptoms, rather mildly 
manifested. 

Weathers today is an extremely well 
adjusted professional woman, who still 
legally carries a gun. However, that pistol is 
now a Colt Government Series 70, cocked 
and locked and loaded with Remington 185-
grain .45 ACP hollowpoints. She likes the 
firepower, the speed, and the hit potential. 

Realizing that she needed more training, 
she joined Metro-Dade County's civilian vol
unteer unit of the police department, and was 
assigned to the firing range to assist in target 
scoring. There she met Lou Thomason, then 
head of firearm training, who got her inter
ested in IPSC. She is now an avid competitor, 
reloader, and amateur pistolsmith. Her .44 
Magnum is now a home protection gun. It is 
significant to note that in her last match, 
doing quite well overall, she made a point of 
keeping every shot in the center "5" ring 
during the weak-hand-only stage. 

Weathers' revolver, held as evidence, was 
not returned to her until after the trial of the 
suspect. The only two witnesses had fled, and 
never can1e forward. The Dade County State 
Attorney's Office has some fine lawyers, as 
this writer can attest from having faced two 
of them, Abe Laeser and Mike Band in open 
court. However, it is also monstrously over
burdened by the city's infamous crime rate. 
Weathers' attacker was prosecuted by a new 
member of the Office in her first jury trial, 
whotl had the case dumped on her on short 
notice. 

The suspect's defense lawyer attacked the 
cognitive dissonance discrepancy, and other 
angles irrelevant here. Helen would sigh 
later, "It didn't help when the lawyer said, 
'Why did you have such a gigantic gun if you 
didn't want to shoot somebody?' and I got 
mad and answered, 'Look, the way things are 
going in Miami lately, my next purchase is 
gonna be a tank.' In retrospect, I should have 
calmly told the truth: the gun had a sentimen
tal attachment, and it was the only one avail
able at the time." 

The defendant's argument was that he was 
minding his own business and offering to help 
the lady carry her purse when she suddenly 
went berserk and shot him. Though he was 
fortuitously armed with an (illegal) FIE .25 

WE-MEAN BUSINESS 
7 TANARMI TA90 Pistol Suggested Retail $29-9.9~F * 

' ~/ 

.-~ --ut.nani" 

CUSTOM BULLETS: 
TO SWAGE OR CAST? 

Swaging vs. casting. When you know the 
difference, there are two answers: 1) swag
ing is the most precise, versatile, fast, safe, 
and satisfying method of making bullets in 
the world; and, 2) Corbin"s MITY-MITE '" 
swage press. With its short, easy strokes 
you can make calibers from .14 to .458 in 

any weight and any shape - inside and 
out. Single die sets from $69.50. Patented 
metal. Tensile strength: 55 tons. Mity-Mite '" 
$198.50, satisfaction guaranteed. Color 
brochure $1. Handbook $3. Seven-book li
brary $47.50. VISNMC orders welcome. 

"The Authority in Bullet Swaging" 

Send check or money order to: Corbin, P.O. Box 2659, White City, OR 97503 503/826-S211 
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The Stackpole 
and Collector Bookshelf 

Featuring the latest and most complete 
information available from leading arms 

and shooting experts! 

Consumer's Guide 
to Handguns 

by Aaron S. Zelman and 
Lt. Michael l. Neuens 
Paperback, $16.95, 208 oversize pages 
Tough , unbiased test reports show you which guns 
are reliable and your best values . The only book of 
its kind. "The consumers report for the firearms world. 
No one should buy a gun without checking this 
guide."-Larry Pratt, Gun Owners of America. 

NEW! 
The AK4 7 Story 
by Dr. Edward Clinton Ezell 
Hardcover, $29.95, 256 oversize pages 
The evolution of the Kalashnikov weapons , from the 
western world's leading authority on military small 
arms. Over 150 rare and unusual photographs 
illustrate this story of the most widely distributed and 
best known military shoulder weapon of the post-World 
War II era. Actual Imperial Russian and Soviet weapons 
used as source material. 

NEW! 
Winchester's 30-30, Model 94 
by S'lm Fadala 
Hardcover, $24.95, 224 oversize pages 
More than 130 outstanding photographs and precise 
handloading charts reinforce Sam Fadala's narrative 
about the rifle America loves. The author presents his 
story not only for the 30-30 fans but also for all shoot
ers . Experience first-hand how the 94 became legen
dary both on America's frontier and in American film. 
Learn how you can become an expert with this rugged 
little rifle. 

Beretta Automatic Pistols 
The Collectors & Shooter's 
Comprehensive Guide 
By J. B. Wood 
Hardcover, $19.95, 192 pages 
The 1st and only English-language book devoted 

entirely to the world-famous Beretta, internationally 
recognized expert J.B. Wood traces the history of the 
Beretta from the model 1915 through the present. The 
US military just named Beretta its standard sidearm 
and this book appears at a perfect time to answer any 
questions about the origins and technology of this 
popular gun. 

Parker, America's Finest 
Shotgun 
A Stackpole Classic Gun Book 
by Peter H. Johnson 
Hardcover, $17.95, 272 pages 
For 20 years, only a fortunate few have been able to 
obtain rare , out-of-print copies. Now a new genera
tion of collectors and shooters can get a comprehen
sive look at one af the rarest and finest shotguns in 
history. If you can't get your hands on a Parker, this 
book is the next best thing! 

Steindler's New Firearms 
Dictionary 
by R.A. Steindler 
Hardcover, $24.95, 320 pages 
A completely revised and updated version of the 
best selling first edition complete with over 200 pho
tos and illustrations . The definitive reference for 
shooters , collectors , gunsmiths, and professionals 
who need to know all the latest terminology and 
technology of all firearms. 

Police Handgun Manual 
How to Get Street Smart Survival Habits 
by Bill Clede 
Hardcover, $11. 95, 128 pages 
"A very worthwhile book, with lots of information in 
few pages. Good reading for any officer, or civilian , 
who feels the need to improve his understanding of 
shooting for real and surviving the experience. " -
Police Marksman 

"The type of boo~ I wish I'd been issued when I first 
picked up the badge." -Massad Ayoob , Lethal Force 
Institute. · 

Please send me the books that I have listed below. I understand that when I order 1 book at full 
price I can have a 2nd at a 10% discount, a 3rd at a 20% discount and 4th book at a 30% 
discount. If I am not completely satisfied, I may return any book within 30 days in original 
packing. 0 Enclosed is my check or money order. 0 Please bill my credit card 

Book 2 (1 0% off) ________ _ 

Book 3 (20% off)---------

Book 4 (30% off)---------

0 VISA 0 M.C. 0 AM . EX. Exp. Date _ _ 

Card No.----------- 
Please include $2.50 shipping & handling for 
1st book and 50<!: for each add1t1onal book. 
PA residents add 6% . Credit card orders may 
call 1-800-READ-NOW. Gift certificates are 
avai lable for the shooter on you( gift list. 

Mail orders to: Stackpole Books 
Department AH P.O. Box 1831. Harrisburg, PA 17105 

------------------------------------------------------~ 

and tried to protect himself, he did not 
succeed. 

The jury decided that in a "word against 
word" situation, they could not find him 
guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. He was 
found not guilty, and walks among us today. 

If he ever again attempts to drag a beau
tiful woman into a deserted parking lot with a 
gun to her head, he will need an assistant. 
This is because the two .44 slugs left his 
forearm resembling two bones with dis
colored, grafted skin stretched over them, at 
the end of which hangs an atrophied hand that 
no longer has any tendons ...._ 
to attach it. ~ 

The author wishes to thank for their coop
eration Ms. Helen Weathers of Miami, and 
Captain Lou Thomason of Cutler Ridge Sta
tion, Metro-Dade Police Department. 

RUGER GP-100 
Continued from page 52 

Another feature is that the grips offer a new, 
swept back angle allowing a more natural 
hold. 

Last, but certainly not least, is the barrel. 
Compared to the Security-Six, this definitely 
is a heavy barrel. Ruger has taken the four
inch tube and added a full-length ejector rod 
housing running the underlug out to the 
muzzle. At the muzzle the underlug turns 
upward gracefully. The top strap is serrated 
and matte finished. Front sight blades are 
removable by a plunger type affair similar to 
that of the Redhawk. While I can't confirm it 
at this time, it looks like both guns will take 
the same sight blades. 

A trip to the range was next. Taking a box 
chock-full of factory loadings from Hornady, 
Norma and Remington, I was prepared for 
an afternoon of serious shooting. Working on 
the 9th reload, to be more specific, round 
number 52, all testing came to a full stop. The 
hammer would not cock, the cylinder would 
not turn. With a little patience, I nudged the 
cylinder open, unloaded the piece carefully 
and went home for an examination. 

Getting the piece home, my first clue into 
the problem came in the form of a large, deep 
scratch in the front of the recoil shield just 
about seven o'clock around the pilot bearing. 
Checking the ejector star, a noticeable bit of a 
machining burr had trapped itself between 
the star and the recoil shield. To make mat
ters worse, the burr had actually bent itself 
over backwards to the point of doubling over 
causing a critical clearance problem leading 
to the stoppage. 

Armed with my Dremel tool and an 
assortment of Cratex wheels, I deburred and 
polished both the star and recoil shield. A 
touch of lube here and there put me back into 
the shooting business. 

The second time out proved more con
structive. After firing a full box of Reming
ton .357's to make sure the gun was up to 
form, I settled down for some initial sighting
in sequences. Using a brace rest at 25 yards, I 
grabbed one of my favorite sighting-in, tar
get-small game loads consisting of a Hor
nady 158 grain wadcutter over 3.4 grains of 
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Olin's #231 powder. Groups sprang up at the 
end of the GP-lOO's front sight in the two-inch 
range. I was on my way! 

Factory loads came next with the Reming
ton, Norma and Winchester averaging 2 to 
21'2 inches. Out of the group, the Hornady 
(Frontier) hit J3/4 inches proving once again 
every gun has a favorite load. 

And while I was interested in accuracy 
potentials with the GP-100, torture was really 
the name of the game from now on. After 
group testing, I lined up 51'2 boxes of factory 
and handloaded ammunition for a test that I 
kept running until the supply was exhausted. 
With heat waves dancing from the barrel rib, 
I kept firing away. Absolutely no mercy was 
shown towards the new Ruger. 

Ifl had to make one comment on any one 
part of the new gun as far as improvements 
go, it would have to be in the grips. While the 
intent was to make the rubber grips as an aid 
to comfortable shooting, they do so only to a 
point. Because of Ruger's redesigned grip 
extension, the very top of the grip itself 
(referring now to the very uppermost part of 
the backstrap) butts up and under the rear
most part of the frame. Here, because of 
space limitations, the rubber has nowhere to 
go as it does around the frame extension 
where some "air" has been left between grip 
and grip extension adding to its liveliness or 
give properties. To further compound the 
problem, the memory characteristics of the 
rubber start to diminish after shooting the 
gun many, many times. The net result is that 
the grips start to separate and wind up split
ting at the half joint allowing your hand to 
contact the sharp abutment. Using gloves in 
hyper .357 loads I had no problems, however 
shooting the gun bare handed soon tired me 
of all but the mild .38 Special loadings. 

My suggestion to Ruger is to allow that 
rubber lip to ride over the shoulder a bit to 
compensate for this tendency of the grip to 
split and go under this buttress. Granted it 
can't be too big or else the hammer will not 
cock, but, on the other hand, some additional 
"meat" in the rubber would certainly be in 
order and aid in shooter comfort. 

Sturm, Ruger has again grabbed the bull 
by the horns offering yet another marked 
improvement in wheelgun technology. 
The gun is accurate, well balanced, priced 
right and if Ruger can redesign those tiny 
sight screws as well as modify the grips, By 
George, they will have ~ 
one heck of a gun. ~ 

RUGER BISLEY 
Co11ti1111erl from page 55 

that, even though they resemble the originals, 
they are much more pleasant to shoot. While 
the grips have the same rounded backstrap 
and look virtually the same as the originals, 
there are some subtle differences. Unlike 
grips on the Colts, which had a markedly 
curved front strap, the Rugers are straighter 
and wider where they mate with the frame. 
The difference becomes readily apparent 
when the guns are held in the hand. For me, 
the Ruger Bisleys are far more comfortable 

Lyman's Mag 20 has more features; 
costs much less, too. 

Capacious 20 lb. crucible. 

Low-profile valve -----:•• Heavily insulated 
steel housing for 
efficiency, safety. 

system for easy 
ladle casting. 

Power indicator 
light. 

Well-marked control 
knob for precise 
temperature control. 

Fully adjustable 
mould guide com-;s---_ •---- Cool, comfortable 
with each Mag 20. 

Fishennen! 
Plenty of room (4V.") for your 

sinker and jig moulds between 
the furnace base and 

the bottom-pour spout. 

operating handle. 

Compare price, features, quality and capacity before 
you buy a casting furnace of any size. Our Mag 20 has 
a lot to offer. 

See your dealer today. 
Write for your free Lyman 
catalog. 

Lyman Products Corporation 
Dept. #86, Route 14 7 
Middlefield, CT 06455 

!llJl~lll'-~ _,.._ -,, 
The Edge Co., P.O. Box 32848-GN Phoenix, AZ. 85064 I 

..I S.fo,. OIWrlng Cd For Avllilablllty TOLL FREE : I 
: DHlwPrfc•.an"-quest :C'.ltl 1-800-445-1021 t 
t PleeM Ship the Foftowing Items: Model #108 __ Qty. --

) : Model #120 __ Qty. __ Model #817 -- Qty. --

Add t1.60 Per Kit Shipping and H1ndHng. Allow 10 Doyt Shipping. 

_ Check or MOMY Order Enclosed Total---

- Vlu/Matt..C1rd # ------- Exp. Diie __ 

Nam• -----------------~ 
Addre11 ________________ _ 

City State ____ Zip ---

I certify that I am ovar 21 years of age. 

Slgnatur•·~----------- Dati __ _ 
Not ev1llable where prohibited by law. Inquire about opeclal miHtary 
and police -vers and discounto. 

~------~~-·---------------------~ •Attn. CohctOt• • Spoti ; Though i.oM" pert• fonn. In cert• ...... tfM compl9don of tMM ldte lft8Y 
~· C4N'tlka »w1. l'te cti.p Y'O'lf .t.1 before OJffrinl or·~·•• comphnee with MY ~h lew 
llthepurct.t-1r1 , \ I I 

1 
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Custom .45 work. checkering. trigger 
guard modification and accurizing. In
d us trial hard chrome. PPC revolver 
work. barreling and installation of all 
types of sights. Complete machine shop 
for all of your needs. 

JACK1 s GUN SHOP 
3911 W. Waters Ave. 

Tampa. Fl. 33614 
(813) 932-8824 

LaRocca Gun Works, inc. 
Basic Street 
to Full House 
Competition 

For the highest reliability, quality 
& craftsmanship. Let us work with 
you to design and customize 
your gun. 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Home of the Rock-Well Mag Funnel 

51 Union Place 
Worcester, MA 01608 
(617) 754-2887 

THE QUALITY 1911-Al. 
Since 1911, nothing else compares. 

Compare the Springfield 
Armory 1911-A 1 to any 
other 1911 model pistol on 

the market. It's all current 
production, and an authentic 

model of the original military 
pistol. It's quality made from forged 

steel parts, including a forged frame, 
slide, and hammer forged barrel. It 

comes standard with 'special features like a 
factory throated barrel and an ejection port 

that's factory lowered, all at no extra cost. It's 
the incomparable quality you've been missing, at 
an affordable price that's beyond compare. 

Choose .45 ACP or 9mm, parkerized or blued 
finish. Kits, fully interchangeable parts, and 
custom accessories also available. 

Send $3 for our 1986 
four-color catalog. 

Section SR-9 • 420 West Main Street • Geneseo, Illinois • (309) 944-5631 

to hold and do not change my grip when I 
thumb back the hammer. 

The Bisleys are also good shooters. In the 
accuracy department, all the guns I tested 
were able to group within three inches from a 
bench rest at 25 yards. The large framed guns 
proved exceptionally accurate and I was able 
to shoot a )1/4 inch group with the .44 Mag
num using Winchester 240 gr. ammunition. 
A Jlh inch group was fired with the .357 
using PMC 148 gr. target wadcutters. The 
grips of the smaller Bisleys were very 
comfortable. 

Thanks to this new grip style, recoil with 
the .22 and .32 Bisleys was negligible, even 
with Magnum ammunition. The grips also 
pointed well and lined up the sights with the 
target when the guns were aimed quickly. 
With the large frame models, the grip did not 
ride up in my hand during firing like the 
standard single-action grips. Instead , the 
shape of the grip tended to direct recoil 
straight back into my hand . This was cer
tainly a plus when .38, .357 and even .44 
Special ammunition was fired, for I found 
grips together with the gun's weight and bar
rel length all helped in reducing felt recoil. 

With the greater power generated by .44 
Magnum ammunition, it was a little differ
ent. As far as the .44 Magnum Bisley was 
concerned, I cannot really say that I noted 
any difference in recoil when compared with 
a Super Blackhawk of the same caliber that 

Bisleysare 
excellent single action 
revolvers 
was used as a control. Muzzle lift was about 
the same, and felt recoil , if anything, was 
more noticeable with the Bisley. In spite of 
this, I did not find the .44 uncomfortable to 
shoot and the fact that the grip did not slide up 
in my hand was a definite plus. 

However, two other seasoned shooters, 
one of whom has considerable experience 
with Ruger single-action Magnums, found 
the recoil uncomfortable. Admittedly, both 
are of smaller stature than I, which may well 
be the main reason why they had difficulty. 
Neither of them experienced any discomfort 
when shooting the milder .44 Special. Here, 
recoil was virtually nil and the gun was most 
pleasant to shoot. Finally, the lowered ham
mer spur made for fast, easy cocking, 
especially when a two handed grip was used. 

Taking everything into consid.eration, 
these new Bisleys are excellent single-action 
revolvers. They are strong, well made and 
very accurate. In addition, the new grip is, 
for me at least, an improvement over that of 
the usual single-action. However, because of 
its greater recoil , some may experience 
difficulty with the .44 when shooting hot 
Magnum loads. With the reputation that 
Ruger single-actions have established over 
the years, these Bisleys should do well in the 
market place. Suggested retail price for 
the .44 Bisley is $307 and $258 
for the two smaller .....is 
frame models. ~ 
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IHMSA 
Co111i11ued from page -16 

branch of the sport using smaller silhouette 
targets at distances of 25, 50, 75 and 100 
yards. The big bore targets are shot at 50, 
JOO, 150 and 200 meters. 

In general, the IHMSA silhouette game 
has brought profound changes in the handgun 
world. To meet the rugged performance stan
dards demanded by the sport, virtually every 
handgun maker in the industry has improved 
his product. With the average IHMSA mem
ber owning an average of over ten handguns, 
the sport has been a bonanza for the industry. 

Add to that the millions of components 
such as bullets, primers, powder, brass and 
such accessories as reloading presses, dies 
and other tools along with a myriad of other 
accessories of the game, and the benefits to 
the industry have been infinitely pleasing. 

One major manufacturer of components 
has no hesitation in crediting the handgun 
silhouette sport with a 20 percent increase in 
business. 

In short, those manufacturers who listened 
to silhouette shooters and improved their 
product accordingly have reaped a bountiful 
harvest of sales. The changes and improve
ments in modern technology for long range 
handgunning have been profound and perma
nent, and the handgun world will never be the 
same again. 

Overall, the founding principles of 

ATTENTION 
HANDGUN HUNTERS 

You are invited to participate in the 
1986 Cor-Bon Custom Bullet Hunting 
Competition. Awards wiJJ be presented in 
February of 1987 for Outstanding Exotics 
and North American Game taken with 
any handgun using Cor-Bon bullets. The 
trophy must be collected in 1986 to be 
eligible. 

There are no entry requirements. Just 
use the excellent Cor-Bon bullet in 
handgun hunting. Safari Club 
International scoring will be used. 

Cor-Bon specializes in custom bullets 
for the handgun hunter. The July/August 
1986 issue of American Handgunner 
featured a report of handgun hunting in 
which the Cor-Bon bullets selected by the 
author performed with distinction. 

Send your entries for the Cor-Bon 
Competition to Cor-Bon Bullets, Dept. 
AH, P.O. Box 10126, Detroit, MI, 48210. 

NEW PRODUCTS REPORT 

IDEAL FOR BOAT, CAR AND HOME USE! 

A Mini-Workshop 
for All Sportsmen! 

Packed into a strong, positive lock plastic box 
are just the tools you 11 need for an emergency 
situation. The Magdriver Screwdriver comes 
with seven interchangeable bits that store 
conveniently in its handle. The Stubby 
Ratchet'" with five bits gets into those hard-to
reach places. Tough industrial-grade bits 
include blade, phillips, alien and Torx® to 
handle most needs. The "Brass Tapper" 
Hammer comes with three changeable faces 
and a brass drift punch that won't mar even 
soft steel. 

Carry the Keeper Kit in your gear bag, boat or 
car so that you11 have the tool you11 need when 
you need it. At your dealer's now. 

Write for your free catalog now. 

~ 
Dept. #85, Route 147 
Middlefield, CT 06455 

Torx is a registered trademark of Textron 

Mach II "Magnum Power" 
5.56 mm J-Magnum t o .45 
J-Magnum. Pri ces fr om 
$350. No gunsmithing 
required . 

CONVERT 
YOUR COLT 

GOVERNMENT 
MODEL OR G.I. 

M1911A 1 PISTOL 
WITH THE SEM I

AUTOMATIC MACH 11 
SYSTEM. 

Send For Free Catalog To: 

JEFFREDO GUNSIGHT 
Division of JXJ, Inc. 

133 N. PACIFIC ST., SUITED 
SAN MARCOS, CA 92069 U.S.A. 

TELEPHONE: (619) 744-3392 
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TED BLOCKER'S CUSTOM HOLSTERS 
"MATCHMASTER" 
This holster has been in the making for 
well over a year at the request of Mike 
Dalton and Mickey Fowler. The most 
complained about problem in a compe
tition holster has been all the leather be
hind the trigger guard forcing the Nothingbehindtngger 

shooter to either go around or over this guard. allowing quicker 

obstacle to obtain a shooting grip. Our access and Shooting gnp 

new "Matchmaster" holster eliminates Adjustable tension device 

this and many other problems by using welded 1n back to prevent 

some of the features of our ever popular turning 

P.P.C. holster, such as folding the hol- 1s gauge steellined. Deeper and wider sighttrack. 

ster from the back and placing the tension device just under the trigger guard making it much more effective. 
Stitching the welt in front creates a much deeper and wider sight track. We have also used our four screw 
belt slot system which secures the holster to the belt. This holster can be used either cross draw or strong 
side. It can also be ordered with no angle or butt forward on special request at no additional charge. Rigs 
are available for the following guns: Colt Commander, Government model, Gold Cup, Brng. H.P. , Guns 
with Compensators, 6", 6Vi' and 7" guns. 

MATCHMASTER PRICE LIST 

Complete Rig as pictured . $126.95 Holster $69.95 

ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS 
Please include exact waist size, gun make and model, barrel length and all other modifications. State 
whether magazine pouches are to be worn on right or left side. 

California residents add 6% sales tax. All orders must add 5% for shipping and handling. Send cashiers 
check or money order. You may use MasterCard, Visa or American Express when ordering directly from 
Ted Blocker. Please include card number and expiration date. No C.O.D. 

Tasco' 

Ted Blocker's Custom Holsters 
409 West Bonita Ave. 
San Dimas, CA 91773 

(714) 599-4415 

on target with 
a sight· for more eyes. 
Keep both eyes open to spot your target with Tasco's 
absolute one power, illuminated reticle pistol scope. Take a 
good look at Tasco's high quality, providing fast and. 
accurate aiming, fully coated optics for sharp, crisp images, plus water/ 
fog/ shockproofing that can withstand the recoil of a .44 magnum. 
Carefully engineered with a 20mm objective lens, Y2 minute click stops, 
plus Tasco's limited lifetime warranty. Batteries included. 
At Tasco we're right on target, so you can be, too. For more information 
on worldwide distribution write Tasco, PO. Box 520080, Miami, 
Florida 33152. In Canada, contact Optex Ccrp. 52 Lesmill 
Road. Don Mills, Ontario, Canada M3B2T5 

ta.SCOR 
PISTOL SCOPES 

More power to your eyes. 

IHMSA are directed toward the legitimate 
sporting and recreational use of handguns for 
all Americans. Metallic silhouette, as admin
istered by IHMSA, is an enjoyable family 
oriented shooting sport. All the resources of 
IHMSA, its officers and members are dedi
cated to these principles. 

Membership in IHMSA is $20 per year 
which includes an attractive membership and 
classification card, a rule book, a handsome 
patch which is the official emblem, and a 
subscription to The Silhouette, the official 
publication of IHMSA which contains a 
schedule of match dates and results from all 
over the country. 

Your membership kit will be mailed First 
Class mail together with a current copy of 
The Silhouette the next day after your 
application is received. Write to IHMSA, 
Inc. , Box 1609, Idaho Falls, ~ 
Idaho 83401. ~ 

IPSC 
Continued from page 73 

events. Dave Westerhout emerged as the 1977 
World Champion while his team narrowly 
beat the Americans who took second place. 

In many ways, the Rhodesian match set the 
stage for future IPSC World Championships 
for all such subsequent events have used a 
similar course of fire. 

The 1979 match was staged in the Republic 
of South Africa, Rhodesia's neighbor. Here, 
the shooting fare offered was just as exciting 
with a variety of pop-up and moving targets 
being used in many of the stages. Once again 
there was a hard fought tussle for top honors, 
this time between the host team and the 
United States. South Africa managed to edge 
out the U.S. in the team event, and South 
African Jimmy von Sorgenfrei won the indi
vidual world title. 

As far as the weaponry used, by now the 
Colt .45 auto virtually reigned supreme. Sig
nificantly, some of the most elaborate custom 
work on the guns used in this match came 
from a few South African gunsmiths who 
came out with features like long slides and 
even heavy compensators attached to the 
muzzles. 

In many ways, this was a taste of things to 
come, for John Shaw won the 1980 U.S. title 
with a pin gun. Since then, an increasing 
number of competitors have opted for such 
pistols which were originally made for the 
Second Chance Bowling Pin Match. Most 
use heavy compensators attached to the 
muzzle to reduce recoil to a minimum. 

Even so, U.S. shooter Ross Seyfried, who 
emerged as the 1981 World Champion , 
proved that it was still possible to win the title 
with practical equipment. In 1979, as a mem
ber of the U.S. Practical Shooting Team, he 
placed third in the World Championships 
using a Pachmayr customized Colt .45 that 
had few frills other than adjustable sights, a 
trigger job and the usual accurization. His 
holster was just a practical, being one carried 
high on the hip with the butt of the gun tilted 
forward for a strong side draw. With this 
equipment, he not only took third place but 
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also won the man against man shoot out. 
South Africa was again host for the 1981 

World Championships and Ross used exactly 
the same equipment to win the individual title 
and also help the U.S. Team take first place 
over South Africa. 

The United States also took top honors in 
the next World Championships which they 
staged in 1983 . On this occasion, the World 
Champion was Rob Leatham, an outstanding 
young shooter from Arizona. His taking of 
the 1983 title was all the more remarkable in 
that he seriously injured his leg during the 
match and had to finish the match with it 
heavily strapped up. 

In taking the title, Leatham used a Wilson 
Accu-Comp .45 pin gun which was also used 
by many of the other top placed competitors. 
The man behind this gun, Bill Wilson, was 
also a member of the victorious American 
team. Leatham, who has since virtually 
dominated not only IPSC but also other 
action shooting activities like the Bianchi cup 
and the Steel Challenge, has continued to use 
Wilson guns. However, he has recently 
switched calibers from the .45 to the .38 
Super. 

The advantage of this cartridge is the fact 
that, when properly loaded , it can make the 
power factor with a little less recoil than the 
.45 ACP. When combined with a pin gun, 
muzzle flip is reduced even more. The suc
cess of this combination suggests that the .38 
Super may replace the .45 in future IPSC 
competitions. 

Regardless of which caliber it is cham-

1. Frank Paris Bowling Pin, 
Integral Porting. No 

Recessing of Bore 
2. Michigan Armament, Ported 

through Slide Bushing 
and Barrel 

3. Browning Hi·Power, 
extended Barrel 

4. Colt Government, Ported 
through Slide Bushing 

and Barrel 
5. 41 SSK Avenger Conversion, 

Ported through Slide Barrel 
and Bushing 

6. Jim Clark Custom Bowling 
Pin Gun, Integral Porting. 

No Recessing of Bore 

Lyman's Expert Kit opens the door to an interesting 
new hobby, amazing economy and ''custom'' • 
ammo performance with one easy purchase. . . . · ~ ,, 

Our Expert Kit is a great value - a 
complete reloading tool set for less than 
most progressive presses. 

The Expert Kit includes a proven turret 
press made of precision-machined steel 
and iron. No multiple-station press is 
more durable or uncomplicated . It 
doesn ' t require re-learning at every 
session and easily produces several 
hundred reloads per hour. 

The Expert Kit is ideal for both the 
beginner and the expert reloader. 
There 's nothing else to buy except your 
reloading components . Later, expand
ing your Expert Kit to reload other car
tridges is easy and economical - any 
set of W' x 14 reloading dies and match
ing shellholder are all you need . 

Questions? Call toll-free 1-800-22-LYMAN. 

Interested in handloading? Become 
an "expert" with one buy - look at our 
Expert Kit before.buying any equipment. 

See your dealer today. Dept. #84 , Route 147 
Middlefield , CT 06455 Write for your free catalog. 

1 
Week 

Delivery! 

AUTOPORTING? 
So what's new! 
Mag-Na-Port · International has been Mag-Na-Porting auto's 
for 13 years! There have been some new so-called " High Tech
Engineering Porting Systems" which claim 40 % less in recoil 
reduction . These claims are impossible unless you attach or 
hang a cement block on the end of the muzzle or barrel. The 
new so-called " Porting Systems" don 't even know what a 
Metering Port is. Thirteen years ago, Larry Kelly started 
putting Metering Ports on handguns, rifles and shotguns! 
Now, nearly everyone who drills or mills a hole in a gun barrel 
refers to it as a " Port " and they don 't even know what a 
Metering Port is. 

Don't be misled! 
Don 't be misled by claims and promises from companies here 
today and gone tomorrow. Mag-Na-Port • International is now 
located in five countries. We've been Porting for 13 years, that 
speaks for itself. 

Write the ''Originator'' 
Anyone interested in further information on Porting handguns, 
rifles and shotguns, write the originator: 

.. " ..... ., ® 

INTERNATIONAL, INC. 
41302 Executive Drive 

" Imitation 
is the sincerest 

form of 
plagiarism " 

Mt. Clemens, Michigan 48045-3448 
(313) 469-6727 
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THE LEWIS LEAD REMOVER bered for, the extensively customized 1911 
Government Model reigns supreme in IPSC 
shooting in this country. Elsewhere in the 
world , the Colt is equally popular, although 
there are a smattering of other pistols, like 
Browning P-35s and some H&K P-7 squeeze 
cockers in use. In respect of the latter gun , 
American pistolsmith Bruce Gray has turned 
several P-7s into pin guns with features like 
adjustable target sights, checkered back
straps and a heavy compensator attached to 
an extended barrel. 

SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED 357/44 B & D 
$11.75 CONVERSIONS 

Revolve r Cleaning Kil . Remove~ leading from Forcing Cone. 
Cylinder. and Bar rel . Avai lable m either 38-41 -44-45 cal. Bra~~ 
cloth patchc~ (Pk. 10) $2.30. Order direct or from your dealer. 
Chcd. or Money Order plu~ 1.50 poMagc & handl ing. 

~ GU SPECIALTIES, INC. 

S&W 27-28-Ruger 357-9mm 
TC Contender-Ruger Red Hawk 

BAIN & DAVIS 
307 E. Valley Blvd. San Gabriel, CA 91n6 

818-573-4241or213-283-7449 ~ P.0 Box 31 College ParL Georgia 303.17 

\ 
\ 

Four-Color Camo Grips for Revolvers & Au os 
Are Now Available from .,11111-.--
lbchmayr 

1220 So. Grand Ave. Los Angeles, CA 90015 

* Full Steel Inserts for Strength * 
* Traditional Pachmayr Quality * 

* Lifetime Guarantee * 
See Your Favorite Dealer or Call : 

Outside CA 1-800-423-9704 
Inside CA (213) 748-7271 

Ironically, the double-action auto, which is 
rapidly gaining favor with military and law 
enforcement agencies, has never gained 
acceptance in IPSC. While acceptable for 
practical defense, the change from the first 
long double-action stroke to the lighter single 
action trigger inhibits the accuracy needed to 
win matches. 

Holsters are invariably either cross-draw 
or a strong-hip draw design. In the case of the 
latter, the butt of the gun usually has a 
marked backward rake and is worn just for
ward on the hip. One thing that has yet to gain 
favor in IPSC shooting is the scoped sighting 
system like the Aimpoint. No doubt this is 
due to their bulk and the fact that, with the 
emphasis on speed at close range, it is diffi
cult to get on target fast with such devices. 

Looking back over the last ten years, it is 
remarkable how this sport has grown. When 
I was in the game, it was just gaining interna
tional recognition and in those days you 
could do well with fairly basic equipment. In 
the 1976 Rhodesian World Combat team 

- - MASSAD F. AYOOB'S-----~ 
"STRESSFIRE" 
At lost! The first volume of Mossod Ayoob's long awaited series on "Gunfighting for Police: 
Advanced T octics and Techniques." 
" STRESSFIRE" is the result of Ayoob 's years of research about what actually happens in 
gunfights. 
Learn how stress and adrenalin affect the mind and body, ruining conventional shooting 
techniques under pressure . . . and how new techniques actually feed off that pressure to 
make you perform better under stress! 

$9.95 

"IN THE GRAVEST EXTREME" 
SECOND AMENDMENT FOUNDATION coils it " Must reading for anyone who keeps a firearm 
for self defense." " Should be a mandatory purchase for anyone buying a gun." (Shooting 
Industry Magazine). ' 'One of a kind.'' (LAW & ORDER). '17 chapters of streetwise information 
that every gun owner needs. Ayoob pulls no punches! " (GUNS Magazine). " I learned more 
about use of deadly force from this book than I did in low school. " (Practicing attorney) 
This book teaches YOU how to use deadly force without being ravaged by a criminal justice 
system that often seems to favor the lawless over the lowobiding. 

$7.95 
Plus $2.00 postage and handling 

--------------POLICEBOOKSHELFP.O. Box122, Concord, N.H.03301-------------
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STRESSFIRE $9.95 _ _ 

IN THE GRAVEST EXTREME $7.95 _ _ 

Shipping and handling $2.00 __ 

TOTAL ENCLOSED 

Name ____________ ____________ ___ _ 

Street ___________ ________________ _ 

City ___________________________ _ 
State __________ _ Zip _ _ _____________ _ 
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trials I actually shot my way into the team 
with a Colt Official Police .38 Special, 
although I used an auto in the World 
Championships. 

These days the guns and ancillary equip
ment, like holsters, are far more sophisti
cated and on a par with that used by the target 
shooters. Even so, I suspect, as 1981 World 
Champion Ross Seyfried has demonstrated, 
what counts in the end is the ability of the man 
or woman behind the gun rather than how 
much it has been customized. 

This year IPSC competitors from through
out the world wil l again meet in the U.S. to 
compete in the 1986 World Championships. 
Normally, these events are staged every two 
years which means that this match should 
have been held in 1985. The reason it was 
postponed was so that it could be held in the 
year that IPSC celebrates its tenth birthday. 

Based on present performance, the Ameri
cans will go into the championships as favor
ites to win both the team and individual titles. 
Even so, as I experienced in Austria way back 
in 1976, unknowns can upset the apple cart. 
All that is certain is that, on the tenth anniver
sary of IPSC Shooting, the competition will 
be keener and of a higher ~ 
standard than ever before. ~ 

BEEMAN P-1 
Co11ti1111ed from page 61 

effective as both a target and hunting piece. 
Although muzzle velocities can vary from 
gun to gun, the better ones will usually 
chronograph out to about 600-900 fps for air 
rifles, and 300-550 fps for air pistols; in 
comparison, the average BB gun produces a 
shot in the 250-350 fps range. 

Compression can come from either a self
contained source (C02 cartridge), or by the 
activation of a compression piston operated 
by a built-in charging lever. Of these two 
types of systems, the spring-air (spring
loaded piston) is by far the preferred design 
for match accuracy and performance. The 
pump pneumatic style of airgun is another 
variation of the compression-type airgun and 
is probably the one you remember using as a 
kid; it requires multiple pumps or "strokes" of 
a lever to store air in a chamber for power. 
This differs greatly from the spring-air 
design which only needs one stroke of the 
charging lever to produce more power and 
accuracy than the pump pneumatic. 

Projectile: Unlike the little copper balls 
normally associated with the classic smooth 
bore BB gun, a top-of-the-line airgun has 
extremely fine rifling in the barrel and shoots 
a lead pellet. These pellets usually weigh 
about 7-13 grains each, depending on style 
and use, and they are almost always a hollow
base design to allow for better fit against the 
lands and grooves of the barrel. Pellet heads 
also come in a variety of shapes, including: 
hollow-point, wadcutter, and penetrating. 
These shapes give the modern airgun user an 
intelligent choice of ammunition for target 
shooting or hunting, and within the realm of 
their useful range (8-50 yards) they are very 
effective and enjoyable. 

NEW PRODUCTS 
FROM LEE PRECISION 

Aset of 11 shell holders packed in a sturdy 
plastic box fits over 120 different cart

ridges. Never again look for a shell holder. Only 
the #12 and #13 are not included because they 
are for the PPC and 45 Auto Rim. Save over 
56% on the universal shell holder set. 
LEE SHELL HOLDER SET ....... . s1999 

N ow you can charge your rifle 
cases with the Lee Auto-Disk 

Powder Measure or Powder Funnel. 
Fits all calibers from the 22 Hornet 
through the 308 Winchester. Ex
clusive tapered drop tube speeds 
even large charges through the 
orifice without bridging. 
LEE RIFLE CHARGING DIE . s10 

5 NEW New carbide dies with the exclusive 
CARBIDE Powder through Expanding Die 
DIE SIZES • 30Ml Carbine • 32 S&WLongand 
32 Magnum • 32 ACP • 38 ACP and 38 Super 
• 380Auto 

Double the capacity of the Lee Auto-Disk 
Powder Measure. The kit permits stack

ing two disks to not only increase the capacity. 
but to enable adjustments as fine as .1 grain. 
Almost 13,000 loads easily calculated from the 
expanded selection chart. 
LEE DOUBLE DISK KIT ..... Only s149a 
Kit includes set of 4 extra disks, 2 hopper risers and 
screws. 

T he Lee Hand Press is more powerful than 
some bench mounted tools. Even large 

magnum cases such as the 375 H&H can be 
easily full length sized and loaded. Works with 
all brands of standard 7/8-14 dies. 
The patented Lee Hand Press is made from 
high strength 46,000 pound alloy and weighs 
only 13/4 lbs. It works so well and costs so little, 
you will want more than one! 
LEE HAND PRESS ......... Only s299a 
An even bigger bargain is the Hand Press packaged 
with everything you need to start reloading for only 
$15.00 more. It includes dies, shell holder, priming 
tool, powder dipper, powder funnel, load data, com· 
plete instructions and sizing lube if needed. 

T he fast~st non
progress1ve press 

made. The new Turret 
Press Kit now includes 
the Lee Turret Press 
with Auto-Index and 
factory installed and ad
justed dies. Even the 

proper shell holder is installed in the ram. The 
user need only bolt to a bench and adjust the 
bullet depth to suit. Complete with instructions, 
load data and powder dipper. For even faster 
reloading, purchase the Auto-Disk Powder 
Measure. 
LEE TURRET PRESS KIT ..... Onlys999a 

-----=j- Want more information? Send s1°0 

· for your new Lee catalog jammed full o f 
these new products and many other reloading bargains! 

LEE PRECISION, INC. DEPT 220 4275 HWY 'U' HARTFORD WISCONSIN 53027 
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MESS 
WITH 
SUCCESS? 
53% of the 1984 Winning bench rest 
shooters used Hodgdon powders* ... 
That's not an idle claim. It's a proven 
fact in the record books. Simply put, 

it tells anyone serious 
about reloading that 
the Hodgdon folks 
know what they're 
talking about when it 
comes to smokeless 
powder ... So if you're 
interested in success 
for your hunting or 
competition efforts, 

Now available in 
new easy-to-pour 
5 lb. jug. 

stick with a proven 
winner-Hodgdon 
Powders, available from 
your local dealer. 

IDDIDDN PDIDll 
The favorite of handloaders since 1946. 

NEW! ... Hodgdon Collectibles 
Pick a Hodgdon Shootin' Cap, comfortable 
open collar knit shirt or the Hodgdon 
English Ironstone Coffee Cup. Order yours 
today. 
_ Hodgdon Shootin' Cap ($4.95) 

Red Knit Shirt with 
- pocket emblem ($19.95) 

0 Small 0 Med. 0 Lg. DX-Lg. 

_ Hodgdon En_glish Ironstone 
Coffee Cup (:ji5.95 or 2 for $10) 

Name -----------

Address ----------

City, State, Zip ----------
Tutal Amt. Remitted _______ _ 

Send check orrrwney order to: Dept. AH09 
Hodgdon Collectibles, P.O. Box 2932, 
Mission, KS 66201 . 
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The most common caliber for airgun pel
lets is .177 (4.5 mm). Although some guns 
are chambered for .22 caliber pellets, the 
virtues of the .177 pellet (accuracy, velocity, 
trajectory and penetration) far outweigh any 
imagined disadvantage. As so many shooters 
are finding out, even in powder-burner bal
listics, bigger is not always better. 

OK, so maybe mCYiern airguns are accu
rate and flexible shooting tools, aren't they 
also famous for looking kind of funny, com
pared to "real" guns? The truth is, although 
many well made air rifles look and feel like a 
typical .22 rifle, air pistols have always 
looked like something out of a Buck Rogers 
movie; that was until Beeman Precision 
arms, of San Rafael, California, came up 
with their Pl MAGNUM. Built around the 
classic and ever popular lines of the Colt .45 
Auto, the Pl is a natural for the handgun 
enthusiast who is looking for a low cost 
answer to field, target and training shooting. 

The Pl is built in West Germany where, 
not surprisingly, the world's best airguns 
come from. Under the direction of Beeman's 
designers, the German Connection has pro
duced a state-of-the-art airgun that is 
uniquely suited to the American market. 
Even though the basic style of this air pistol is 
unlike anything else available today, the over
all quality and features are such that the Pl is 
turning heads everywhere it shows up. 

Starting with the "heft" and "feel" of the Pl, 
it is so much like the .45 auto that the grips 
are interchangeable with a real .45, including 
those popular rubber wrap-around grips 

#60 TK ROADRUN 
NER HOLSTER FOR 
COLT GOVT MODEL. 
COMMANOER. AND 
BROWNING HP 

MILT SPAnKS 
BOX 187,DEPT.AH 

* IDAHO CITY, IDAHO 83631 * 
(208) 392·6695 

HANDCRAFTED HOLSTERS 
AND BELTS FOR SERIOUS 
HANDGUNNERS, 
FEATURING PRACTICAL 
DESIGNS FOR 
COMPETITION AND 
CONCEALMENT. 

SEND $2.00 FOR OUR 
BROCHURE. 

THUM BUSTERS! 

No More Pain 
in the thumb 

12 SHOT MAGAZINES 
UNIQUELY EQUIPPED 

WITH A 1 LB. CONSTANT 
FORCE SPRING FOR 

EASY LOADING 

Item #MAK 1210 A. 

Fits RUGER MARK 
•• & 11•. 

Item #MAB 1312 A. 

Fits BROWNING 
CHALLENGER II & 
Ill, and BUCKMARK 
- fits and functions 
1n all 3 without 
modification! 

Increased Performance - 20% 
MORE FIREPOWER. 
No Modification Necessary -
Magazines do not extend from gun. 
Some Magazines Hurt to Load -
eliminate tension with ours. 

Suite 12H96, 406 Violet St .. Golden. CO 80401 

Ask your dealer. Send $1.00 f2.00 1n Canada] for 
Ram-Line catalog and "Secret ' of reassembling any 

Ruger Mark I or II 1n 60 seconds or LESS1 
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Guns are NOISY and cause 
irreversible damage. 

You can save your hearing 
with Bilsom's protectors. 

Viking Ear Muff 
Highest rated muff available 
(29 NRR) Styled for comfort. 

Priced for value. 

Ask for Quality! Ask for Bi Isom! A 
full range of hearing/sight 

protectors sold through leading 
gun shops. 

mit+qm® 
Bilsom International, Inc., 

11800 Sunrise Valley Drive, 
Reston, Virginia 22091 

"AS USED IN BIANCHI CUP" 

IT'S BACK! 
,,,.. Original 

Dirty Harry® 
Shoulder Holster 

For ALL 
HANDGUNS 

'Marauder'tm 
Black Model 

w Black 
Holds The Rights to this Suede Lining 

WORLD CLASS HOLSTER 
WORN BY SHOOTERS IN OVER 21 COUNTRIES 

• HOLSTER & HARNESS made Entirely Of TOP
GRAIN LEATHER NO ELASTIC NO Split 
CGwh1de 1s Used NO STRAPS VISIBLE 
ACROSS CHEST 

• HOLSTER Is Made From EXTRA HEAVY 
HAND SELECTED TEXAS SADDLE LEATHER 

• HOLSTER Is Lined With GENUINE SUEDE 

eThis Is THE ORIGINAL-Recommended As 
The 'Best' By More Gun Writers Than Any Other 
Holster in The World 
•PRICES: 6-1 / 2" barrels or under 584.95 

7-1 / 2". 8" or 8-318" barrels 594.95 
10 ~ 10V2 • or 10'1'1 • barrels $104.95 

COLOR CATALOG $3.00. Please add 5% to total of order for shipping 
and insurance. (left-hand Models-NO EXTRA CHARGE) DEALERS
send S3 00 and F.F.L. 

Credit Card Orders (512) 697-8900. 
Send check M.0 . VISA or M.C. to: 

CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 
P.O. Box 100724 Dept. AH-9, San Antonio, TX 78201 

BEWARE OF CHEAP IMITATIONS 

favored by many combat shooters. That's 
because the angle and size of the Pl's grip was 
made identical to that of "01' Slab-Side"; an 
important consideration for serious fans of 
the .45 auto who want to maintain the famil
iar feel of their favorite weapon even when 
they practice off the range. Another plus of 
the Beeman Pl is the addition of a rearward 
expanding spring to gently simulate the effect 
of recoil . Obviously, it will not duplicate the 
raw action of a "full-house" IPSC load, but 
for training purposes, the slight jump is 
helpful. 

Another key point that sets the Pl apart 
from other air pistols is its DUAL POWER 
spring-piston: a two-stage cocking mecha
nism that allows for two distinct power set
tings. The low setting (350-400 fps) is for 
indoor accuracy training, while the high set
ting (500-600 fps) is ideal for field use and 
long range targets. It should be noted that the 
energy generated by the Pl's upper setting 
makes it the most powerful air pistol on the 
market today. And because the Pl is a tech
nically efficient spring-air design, one stroke 
of the cocking lever (18 lbs) is all that is 
needed to achieve maximum power. 

The folks at Beeman spared no effort in 
trying to make the Pl attractive; every detail 
has been carefully thought out with the adult 
shooter in mind. For instance, even though 
the Pl is an airgun in every case, the neces
sary prerequisites . are incorporated in a 
design that is notice~bly shorter and more 
pleasing to the eye than conventional air 
pistols. This breakthrough allows the Pl to 

$59.95 
.22 RIM FIRE, SHORTS-LONG RIFLE 

15" x20", 171bs, TARGET SIZE 13/.i" 
QWIKSET IS PATENTED AND DESIGN PROTECTED 

Big Bore Coming Soon! 
Motsey's Enterprises 

• 
Department A ~ 

15600 Morro Rd. ~ 
Atascadero, CA 93422 

1-805-466-6457 
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DUNK-KIT 
THE FAST, EASY WAY TO 

CLEAN YOUR GUN!! 

Dunk-Kit cleans out malfunction causing crud 
and fouling. 

Dunk-Kit cleans, lubricates and displaces 
moisture all in one easy operation. 
Dunk-Kit is reusable and should last tor 
years. 

Dunk-Kit loosens light leading allowing if to 
be brushed out of bores. 
Dunk-Kit Is also ideal for cleaning and 
protecting small parts, reels, cycle chains 
or almost anything. 

Dunk-Kit is available in ¥. gal., 1¥. gal. and 
large 4 gal. sizes. 
Ounce for ounce, Dunk-Kit . is the least 
expensive cleaner on the market. 

~ r-r.i ONLY $1995 
- 10 11>e ""'' USA. 

~ ~ % gal. size :Ou~ =ee~~~ 
Send $2 !or more lnlonnolion on Olslk-Kll Ol"ld a complete catalog 
ol' custom handgun moditlcotlons and ports. 

I CYLINDER & SLIDE SHOP, INC. 
P.O. Box 937 
Fremont, NE 68025 
Ph.: (402) 721-4277 

Mail today to reserve your Fall issue. 

I NAME-------------~ 

I ADDRESS--------------

1 
I CITY ---------------

1 STATE ------ ZIP -------
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SAS Leg 
Holster 

WITH THUMB BREAK 

This holster from 
SAW. is con struc
ted from Cordura 

Nylon. This hol-
ster is in use by 

major SWAT 
teams 
across the 
country. 

NOW 
AVAILABLE 
TO THE 
PUBLIC. 

ONLY 
$29.95 

Fits most large frame autos and revolvers 

S.A. W., Inc. 
P.O. Box 17211; Dept. M 4 

Nashville, TN 37217 
(615) 832-6359 

Add $3 50 Shipping & Handling Additional 
S1 95 fo r C 0 D orders Send $2.00 for our 
latest catalog. Mastercard a. Visa Accepted. 

Extended Magazine Re
lease Assembly for Colt .45 
type Autos. Replaces exist· 
ing release . No drilling and 
tapping . Available as a com· 
plete unit for $19.95 or just 
the enlarged button and 
screw for $9 .95 . Enlarged 
button & screw comes in 
blue or stainless. Replace
ment catch comes in blue. 
Nitex $4 .00 extra. 

DEALER 
INQUIRIES INVITED 

B1anch1 B-9 Belt or G Davis # 114 Belt 26.00 
G. Davis Holster CA. Challenger Low Cut #12450-LC . 69.00 
G Davis Holster California Challenger # 12450 69.00 
G. Davis Holster Usher Low Cut #10450 .. . 74.00 
G Davis Holster Phoenix Special # 11450 74.00 
G Davis Double 45 Mag Pouch 23.00 Smgle 14.00 
Blocker Holsters: Matchmaster . . 69.95 

(X-OrfH/ / S!rong side / 5'' or 6' ' Bbl) (Basketweave add 10.00) 
Blocker Double 45 Mag Pouch Slant or Straight . 28 95 
Blocker Belt . 28.95 
Blocker Belt or Double Mag Pouches in Basketweave . 35.95 
Rogers / Plaxco \Yofld Speed Holster (5 " / 6" Bbl) 48 00 
Rogers Hackathorn Combat / Revolver / Compensator Model 48 00 
Wilson Shok-Buff Kil (Gov 't or Commander) 5.50 
Wilson Shok-Butt Washers 1.00 
Wilson Extended E1ector 18.95 
Wilson Commander Hammer 18.95 
Wiison Trigger 14.95 
Wilson Beavertatl Gnp Safely (Blue or Stainless) 18.95 
Wilson Rogers or Pachmayr Competition .45 Magazine . 21 .00 
Wilson #61 Deluxe Sight . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 34.00 
Pro Shot . . . . . . . . . . . . 185.00 Pro Timer II 265.00 
Wilson LE·K Compensator Unit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 250.00 
Breskovich Advantage Grip System for .45 Auto . . .... 45.00 
John Shaw Speed·E·Load Magwell .. . .. . ............... 26.00 
King Drop·in Wide Grip Safety (blue/stainless) . . . .. 25.00 
King Extended Combat Safety (blue/stainless) . . ..... 18.50 
Swenson Ambidextrous Safetv for .45 . . . . . . . . . ..... .42.50 
Extended Replacement Pads for Wilson Mags . . . . . . . . . . . 1. 75 
Ernie Hill Speed Leather in stock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Call 
'"Shoot to Win" by John Shaw . . . . . ... : . . . . . . . . . ...... 11.95 
"Life Without Fear" by Mickey Fowler & Mike Dalton ......... 9.95 
Magazine Slam Pads: Black checkered neoprene . 1 .00 
Ouickloader Magazine Well . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... 6.00 
John Shaw's Magazine Pad . . ........ 1 . 75 
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ALL rTEMS IN STOCK • 

MASTERCARD / VISA ORDERS ACCEPTED' 
Grve number & Exp1r•tion O•te 

Phone orders Mon -Fri 4 -10 PM EST 
Jim 716-672-4218 Mike 716-627-3762 
ADO $1.00 per order tor postage 

NYS Residents add 7'1. S•l91 T•x 
Send lor FREE CATALOGUE 

C01'.•BA1 CORl\IE.A 
Oepl A.HG. Ad a 1. 95111 Rt 60, Fredonia. NY 14063 

look and feel more like the original item. 
Accuracy was a big concern with Beeman 

when this gun was on the drawing board , and 
thanks to a precision 12-grove rifted barrel 
made of high-grade ordnance steel, that goal 
was achieved. Other goodies that make the Pl 
attractive are: A fully adjustable extra wide 
trigger with a serrated finger surface, a fixed 
post front sight and a target quality rear sight 
that is totally adjustable for elevation and 
windage, standard width (11 mm) scope 
groves built in for the addition of a nifty 
scope, walnut grips with cut checkering, and 
the aircraft-grade aluminum frame is beau
tifully anodized with a blue, semi-matte 
finish . If all this wasn't enough to whet your 
appetite, there is also an optional shoul.der 
stock available to turn the Pl into a sharp
looking mini-carbine. 

To operate the Pl, you just pull the hammer 
back to release the cocking arm (barrel unit 
assembly), then the cocking arm is taken to 
either the first or second power position. 
Pellets are inserted (one at a time) into the 
rear of the barrel before the barrel is snapped 
back into position ready to fire. The gun 
cannot be accidentally fired while the barrel
cocking arm is up because of a built-in safety 
bar that pops into place whenever the ham
mer releases the lever for cocking. 

If you have never had the opportunity to 
fire a truly fine airgun, then you are in for a 
real treat whep you pick up the Pl. For our 
tests, we used ~.tandard size 25-foot airgun 
targets. These are tiny bullseyes with the 
black measuring a miniscule 11h-inches, and 

DGUNS • RIFLES • SHC 
fGUNS • RIFLES • HANDGL 

S • SHOTGUNS • RIFLES • H 
• RIFLES• SHOTGL 

IFLES •SH 

The Largest Selection 
Of Fine Sports Optics 

In The U.S.A.! 
ALL TOP BRANDS! 

DISCOUNTED 
25°/o-65°/o!!! 

Introductory Special! 
World Famous MIRADOR SSR5920 50mm By 20X 
Power Camouflage Rubber Armored Spotting Scope. 
Accepts Interchangeable Eyepieces from 12 to 48X 
Power Plus Zoom-And Full 1100mm C.me,. 
Adaptabll/tyf Compares To Scopes ,

139
1!1~ 

That Sell For Over $200.00! 7il 
Our Intro Price ............ .. . . 

Leitz • Zeiss • Swift • Celestron 
• Tasco • Steiner • Mirador 

Apollo • Traq • Fujinon Marine 
• B&L • Many More 

Telescope Exchange Ships From Stock In 24 
Hours! MasterCard/Visa/American Express 
Accepted. COD's With Small Deposit. 

Send For Our FREE Catalogue Listing. 
Phone Toll Charges Refunded With Order. 

~LESCOPE~~CHANGE 
4347 Sepulveda Blvd. 

Culver City (L.A.) Ca. 90230 
Phone (213) 397-0871 

DRESS FOR 
PEACE 
WHEN 
YOU'RE 

RMED FOR 
TROUBLE 

THE ULTIMATE 3-PIECE CONCEALMENT 
RIG: IWB HOLSTER, MAG-CASE and I 'I•" 
BELT. Available for: Colt .45, Commander, 
Officers Model, HI-Power, S&W 39, 59, 
469, Walther PS, PP. PPK, BRNO CZ75, 
H&K Pl, P7M8, P7Ml3, P9S, SIG-Sauer 220, 
225, 226, Beretta 9258, 92SBF and 
compacts, Bren Ten. 
Prices: Tan SSB.00, Black 567.00 
Please add 10% for Airmail & Handling. 
When· ordering, state make and model of 
weapon. calibre, waist size for belt. 
Send S2.00 for full colour catalogue. 

\t•r1d dw<k MO [1l 

HORSESHOE LEATHER 
PRODUCTS 
The Cottage. Sharow. 

RIPON HG4 SBP. England 
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CALIFORNIA GRIP 
A BETTER MOUNT FOR BETTER SHOOTERS 

* CAL GRIPS FITS S&W MODEL 
52 AND 39 & 59 SERIES 

$75.00 

* ADJU STABLE BBL 
WE IGHT (52 ONLY) 

$45.00 

* CAL GRIP FITS 1911 COLT 45 
AUTO FRAMES 
HIGH OR LOW MOUNT 

$75.00 

* S&W MODEL 41 
TOP RAIL MOUNT 
LONG OR SHORT BBL. 

$45.00 
RAIL COVERS FRONT . 
AND REAR SIGHTS 

* HIGH STANDARD VICTOR 
TOP RAIL MOUNT 

$45.00 

NEW* CAL GRIP FITS 
RUGER MK I & II 
FITS NEWER SLIDE 
RELEASE MODELS 

$75.00 
H.l.S. $3.00 on each item 

Mid-South Institute of 
Self-Defense Shooting 

Instruction by John Shaw on 
Pistol and Shotgun Training 

CLASS OPENINGS AVAILABLE.· 

June '86 . ... . 
June '86 ... . . 
July '86 . ... . 

August '86 .... . 
August '86 .... . 

September '86 .... . 
October '86 .... . 

TH FRI. SAT SUN 
5, 6, 7, 8 

19, 20, 21, 22 
10, 11 , 12, 13 

7, 8, 9, 10 
28, 29, 30, 31 
25, 26, 27' 28 

9, 10, 11 , 12 
October/ 

November '86 . .... 30, 31, 1, 2 
November '86 ..... 13, 14, 15, 16 

ALL CLASSES LIMITED TO 
TW E LVE (121 PEOPLE 

PRODUCTS AVAILABLE 
Shoot To Win (Book) .. . .. ... . 
You Can't Miss (Book) 
Magazine Pad .. . .. . .... 6 for 
Shaw Speed-E-Load . .... .. . 
Shaw Pro Shooter Case . ... . 
Video Training Tapes 

Pistol VHS or Beta . . . .. .. .. . 
Shotgun VHS or Beta . . . ... . 

$11.95 
9.95 
8.95 

29.95 
79.95 

59.95 
49.95 

ON PR ODUCTS ADD S2.00 SHIPPI NG . 
WRITE OR CA LL FOR FREE BROCHLR E. 

TO ORDER PRODUCTS. SEND CK. OR M.O. TO: 

MISS-AH 
503 Stonewall 

Memphis, TN 38112 
(901)·725-1450 

the 10-ring a ridiculous 7 /16-inch. The targets 
were tapped to a sturdy cardboard box stuffed 
with newspaper and set up on a family-room 
sofa. You certainly couldn't do this with your 
favorite rim-fire or center-fire! 

It took a few shots to get used to the trigger 
and sights, but once zeroed in, the results 
were far better than could have been imag
ined; even a world-class shooter could have 
fun with the Pl. In a very short time, 3/s-inch 
center-to-center five shot groups were 
emerging (two-hand hold , laying over a pad
ded foot stool at 15-feet) . This was clearly 
moot evidence that airguns are indeed accu
rate within their effective range. 

The message that came through after 
about an hour of intense shooting (be fore
warned that this kind of shooting is addicting) 
is that airguns are the answer to a plinker's 
dream. If you are just learning how to shoot, 
the Pl is ideal for teaching the basics without 
having to worry about the shock of muzzle 
blast and noise. If you already know how to 
shoot, then the Pl will help you fine-tune your 
technique right down to a gnat's butt. The 
gun is literally capable of shooting better than 
you can hold , and if you don't do everything 
exactly by the book, those tiny little pellets 
won't stay inside those tiny little bullseyes. It 
can certainly be aggravating sometimes, but 
you can learn quite a bit about precision 
marksmanship with a Beeman Pl, and you 
can do it without ijaving to pay an arm and a 
leg for ammo or range fees. 

If you still have your doubts about the 
benefits-and fun-of using an airgun, do 

Straight-Shootin' Gun Care! 

Specially formulated to meet 
the most demanding need for 

all firearm lubrication and 
protection. The ultimate 

synthetic grease, non-alkali, 
harmless to plastics and 
rubber, with an operating 

temperature range of from 
' -65'F to +350 ' F. No 

sluggish action under 
extreme cold, no melt-off 

under extreme heat. Depend 
on it for total performance, 

total protection. Plastic 
syringe allows waste free, 

pin-point application. 

WORLD'S FIRST 
ONE-STEP 
BORE CLEANER 
and Conditioner 

Join the experts in 
making your choice ...._:::-~ 
Shooter's Choice. -

MONEY BACK GUARANTEED 
At your dealer or write Dept. 9110 AH 

VENCO Industries, Inc., P.O. Box 598, 
Chesterland, OH 44026 (216) 729-9392 
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BELOW 
DEALER COST 
RADAR DETECTOR 
EASY BEEP 

8 · . 
' 

RETAIL 
VALUE $249.00 seeoo 

FREE TRIAL 
PERIOD 

"Like Having a Judge in your Pocket" 

STUN GUN 

I 
PROTECT 

YOURSELF 

"MAY SAVE 
YOUR LIFE" 

HIGH POWER 

AIR RIFLE 

• Wood Stock 

• 177 (CAL) 

• B lue Steel Barrel 

CAUTION: NOT A TOY SUPERVISION 
REQUIRED MAY Bf DA GEROU 
UP TO 325 YARDS 1342 METE RS1 

RETAIL $119.00 

HIGH POWER 

AIR PISTOL 
RETA IL 
$100 00 

PRO-TECH TRONICS 
6870 SHINGLE CREEK PARKWAY 11103 

MINNEAPOLI S. MN 55430 

RUSH ME One or more of the following 
items. 
O RADAR DETECTOR . ... 88 00 
O STUN GUN . . . 48 00 
0 PELLET RIFLE . . ... . . . . . 38 00 

0 AIR PISTOL .... . .... .. . 38 00 

Narn e ____ _ 

Address __ _ 

City /State/Zip 

Credit Card # __ _ 

\.. Exp Date __ J '-----------""" 
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R&H 
Compensator System 

Colt 
S&W 
Browning 
Autos 

IPSC 
Duty 
Combat 
Competition 
Modifications 

For Information write 

R & H Custom .45 Shop 
Rt. 1, Box 73, Joplin, MO 64801 

417-782-6511 

;: 
ii 

"' f? 

0 

l 
lu£:.I 

JOHN 
SP ILBORGHS 

"' .. 
! 

# 1AT-R 

" "Pam Comp . 45" 

PO BOX 40529 
SANTA BARBARA 

CA 93103- 1529 
USA 

SI. 00 FOR PICTURE ANO INFO 

MILT SPARKS 
BOX 187, DEPT. AH 

* IDAHO CITY, IDAHO 83631 * 
(208) 392-6695 

HANDCRAFTED HOLSTERS 
AND BELTS FOR SERIOUS 
HANDGUNNERS, 
FEATURING PRACTICAL 
DESIGNS FOR 
COMPETITION AND 
CONCEALMENT. 

SEND $2.00 FOR OUR 
BROCHURE. 
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yourself a favor and keep an open mind until 
you can spend an hour with the Pl or any 
other quality airgun . They are an absolute 
delight to shoot, and regardless of where you 
live, they pose none of the common problems 
associated with shooting live ammo. It is no 
accident that many of today's top pistol shots 
keep in shape by practicing with airguns. 

The Beeman name is synonymous with 
quality airguns. If you would like to find out 
more about the Pl or the rest of their product 
line, they put out a dandy 98-page catalog 
chock-full of interesting facts and informa
tion, as well as a list of the most complete line 
of airguns and accessories found anywhere 
on this side of the Atlantic. To obtain your 
copy of their latest catalog, send a two-dollar 
check to: Beeman Precision Arms, Dept. 
AH, 47 Paul Drive, San Rafael, CA 94903. 
You might also want to write the NRA (Air 
Gun Dept., 1600 Rhode Island Ave. , N. W. , 
Washington, D.C. 20036) and ask for their 
free 30-page booklet on airgun 111111!19-
competition and equipment. ~ 

Beeman P1 Magnum: Specifications 

Caliber: .177"/4.5 mm 
Weight: 2.5 lbs/1.1 kg 
Length: 11 "/279mm 
Velocity: 350-600 fps 
Accuracy: .30"/6mm c+c 
Cocking Effort: 18 lbs/8.2 kg 
Barrel: 8.4 "/214mm (6.7 " /170mm rifled) 
Sights: All steel; square notch rear sight with click 
micrometer windage and elevation adjustments. 
Fixed front blade. 
Grips: Select walnut with genuine cut checkering. 
Trigger: Two-stage, adjustable with factory setting of 
about 28 oz/794 grms. Smooth and crisp. Wide 
grooved trigger. 
Safety Provisions: Safety bar engages when cock· 
ing arm is released to prevent discharge during 
cocking. Also, manual ambidextrous safety. 
Discharge Sound: Generally low; moderate crack 
on high power setting. 
Firing Behavior: Moderate rearward recoil. Firm 
two·hand hold recommended for best accuracy. 
Instruction: Special Beeman instructions included. 
Options And Accessories: Special shoulder stock. 
Beeman Model 25 pistol Scope. 
Price: $189.95 
Distributed By: Beeman Precision Arms Inc., 47 
Paul Drive, San Rafael, CA 94903 - (415) 472-7121 

LES BAER'S .45 
Continued from page 59 

crimped to 1.16S and 1.240 inches respec
tively. Velocities are in the vicinity of 800 fps 
from a standard 5-inch Gold Cup barrel. 
Hardball reloads would consist of the same 
charge under a Hornady 230 grain round
nose, again taper crimped to 1.270 inches. In 
all cases CCI's #300 primer was used in 
concert with once fired Winchester brass. 

The above mentioned loads have per
formed perfectly in my combat tuned Gold 
Cup that I use in IPSC matches here in New 
England. They have been matched to this 
pistol in such a way that functioning and 
reliability have been faultless with accuracy 
taking out the "X" ring at 25 yards in a rest. 

With my accuracy criteria standardized at 
4-inches or less at 50 yards for my combat 

JARVIS 
GUNSMITH ING 

$33 + 3.50 SHP 

~ 
AIMPOINT/SCOPE MOUNT 
• 6" 8" 1 O" barrel L frames & 

so~e k & N ~ame models 
• Avail in blue & silver 
• S & W sights may be used w/ 

mount attached 

4418 LARKSTONE CR 
ORANGE, CA 92669 
(714) 771-1412 
Send $1.00 for 
Cat of Competition Handguns 

C-H 4-station 'H' 
Press is precise, 
stronger, smooth 
and powerful. 
Loads for rifle or 
pistol. 

Push button 
Primer and 
Powder Feeders. 

JARVIS 
COMPETITION 

L-FRAME 
W/ MT·2 Moont 

& Jarvis 
L Frame 

JARVIS L FRAME 
UNDERWEIGHT 

• Slips over barrel lug 
• Adds 9 oz. under barrel to re

duce recoil & muzzle jump 
• Avail. blue or silver 

81ue$42; Silver$45 + 3.50 SHP 

• l e 
rounds 
per 
hour 

ONLY FROM 
C-HI 

If your dealer does not stock, send $2 for 1986 
catalog. We' ll credit you $3 on first direct order 
over $25. Phone 715/229·2146 or 2147, use Visa or 
MasterCard. There's no minimum order and we 
ship immediately. 

<fion~i<»M 
Anieu:can ~an~wnne4 
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O·r- !!!I~! l'U;11111, 
' "The 4mhurity in Bu/In .\k·axinx ·· 

CORBIN 
BULLET SWAGE 
EQUIPMENT -
the basis for 90% 
of the world's custom 
bullet business! Discover 
a new worl d: SEVEN BOOK LIBRARY of 
SWAGING $4 7 .50. In fom1 ation pack , $ 1.00. 

'ffLEl'llONE ORDERS \l 'ELC0,11£' 
(.503) 826-,'iJJ J •1 

#1245 

California 
Challenger 
Many new products 
for practical pistol 
shooters and law 
enforcement. Send 
$1.00 for current 
catalog. 

CORBIN 
PO Box 2659 
WHITE CITY.OR 

97503 

VISA or Master<::harge Accepted. 
llJP/"'i_ Davis Leather Company 
I j 3930 Valley Blvd. Unit F 
.& .. Walnut, CA 91789 (714) 598-5620 

KING'S CUSTOM 
HANDGUN ACCESSORIES 

Send $2 00 for our NEW Catalog of Custom Handgun 
Accessories Refundable with first order To order 
call (818) 956-6010. We accept MasterCard /Visa 

·~;.\:'1is ' KING'S GUN WORKS, INC. 
', • .,.. 1837W. Glenoaks Blvd . Glendale, CA 91201 

• Cocked & Locked or 
Hamme< Clown Carry w/ 
Anti-Orab Thumbsnap 
• c.m.s l'.llllll.fill. 
!l!llU Over Garno Geat 

Or Under A Tux A TRUE URBAN, DESERT, 
FOREST or TROPICAL~ 

• COMBAT 
• SURVIVAL 

• CONCEALMENT 
COLOR 

CATALOG 
13.00 
4tllWU• 
OflMRY 

•NO HASSLES 
•NO DELAYS 

A';'.,i~~~~":n only$79.95 
color or N~tHJ!ack'" F::;:S:~ Dealers Send 

-H n Shooters-NO EICTRA CHARGE FFL Plus $3.00 

Serd Check, M.O .. 
VISAO!l MC TO: 

CATnE BARON LEATHER CO. 
P .0. BOX 100724 Dept. AH-9 
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78201 

shooting, I was anxious to see if my loads 
could turn in groups at 50 yards that Les Baer 
advertises (and promises) at 21h inches or 
less. Scooping up my Ransom Rest, some 
additional factory ammo, targets and my long 
underwear, I braved the near 30 degree 
weather. 

After loading the gun into the grip inserts, 
I fired 10 rounds to clear the gun and settle her 
into the rest. With everything cinched down 
and lined up, five rounds of Remington's 230 
grain hardball flew downrange to the 50 yard 
target. Looking through my Bushnell spot
ting scope, I couldn't believe my eyes. To my 
horror, five shots splattered into a group 
measuring 51h inches across. This just 
couldn't be for a gun so tuned , so refined! Yet 
there was the proof. 

Checking the rest for movement against 
previously established witness marks, I saw 
no evidence of movement in the fixture. 
Although it wasn't a still day as a slight breeze 
was blowing from the west, however, surely 
not enough to blow a 230 grain bullet around 
at a mere 50 yards! 

Chalking that series up to fickle fate, I 
again loaded the gun with another hardball 
offering, this time in that handloaded number 
over 5.7 grains of #231. Once again, 5-inch 
groups of worse. Next , another reload 
capped off with Sierra's 200 grain FPJ Match 
bullet. Bingo! I then hit paydirt with a five 
span measuring 21'4 inches center to center. 
Feeling much better. about the whole situa
tion, I popped in five more, again hand
loaded, but with Hornady's 200 grain FMJ
C/T bullet. This particular grouping went 
into a circle a mere P/4 inches wide. 

It was getting pretty obvious that the Baer 
gun did not like hardball. 

Based on the assumption that particular 
bullet types and loads act differently in all 
guns, and to say that I was pleased with 
the gun and its accuracy potential once 
the proper combination was found , I can 
recommend Les Baer's work to those of 
you interested in 
such services. 

PPCMANUAL 
A second edition of The Complete 

Manual of PPC featuring 225 pages of 
helpful instruction is now available from 
veteran PPC champion Fred Romero of 
LAPD's Pistol Team. This well
researched tome should be required read-
ing for all new shooters of PPC, and expe
rienced shooters will also gain from the 
match winning tips revealed by this NRA 
Distinguished shooter. 

The book, complete with illustrations, 
explores the secrets of the challenging 
PPC course of fire by thoroughly explain
ing all facets step-by-step. Written with 
the novice in mind, the manual begins 
with basics and takes the reader through 
advanced techniques. 

For your copy of The Complete Man
ual of PPC send $15 to FR3 Enterprises, 
Dept. AH, P.O. Box 2022, Simi Valley, 
CA, 93065. 
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DlllllPIESS DESTROYS 
with rust, corrosion, mildew ruining valued 
guns, precision-finished equipment. etc. 

Silica Gel Unit 
Drinks Dampness 
From the Air 
40 gram Compact 
Unit protects 3 cu . 
feet. Ideal for gun , 
camera case; tool box; etc. The desiccant 
of choice by gov'! and Industry. Prevents 
rust, corrosion, mildew by adsorbing mois
ture to create a protective shield of dry air 
within any enclosed area. Built-in indicator 
signals when to reactivate . Reactivates 
easily in any oven. $5.50 ea. (2 or more: $5.00 
ea.) Send printed name & address with check. 
(NY Res add safes tax.) 

Hydrosorbent Co. Box 675-Z Rye, NY 10580 

High Quality- Reliable Pistols 
Basic to Full House Competition 

Member American Pis to/smiths Guild 

Richard Heinie- Pisto1smith 
821 E. Adams 

Havana, IL 62644 
Please send $1.00 for Brochure 

and Accessory Catalog. 

LEARN EVERYTHING YOU'LL NEED TO KNOW TO 
GET YOU STARTED IN THE CAREER YOU WANT/ 
LIFETIME CONSUL TAT/ON SERVICE AT NO COST. 

BE A SUCCESSFUL GUN PRO/ 

OVER 40,000 STUOENTS SINCE 1946 

Send for FREE FACTS or call 602-990-8346 

Please RUSH FREE facls on how I can become a professional gunsm11h 
lhe QUI CK easy home sludy way No Obhgalton No salesman will ca ll. 
CHECK FOR VA or GI 0 ACTIVE O RETIRED 

NAME __________ ~ AGE __ 

ADDRESS -------------

CITY STATE __ ZIP I 
MODERN GUN REPAIR SCHOOL dept. MF96 

~3~ ~S~ ~E~,~Z~A~O~ 
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HANDGUN 
MARKET 

(:J;i\S S Il{ll~ll 

ACCESSORIES 

SURVIVAL KNIFE HANDLES. Stainless steel, 4-3/4" L x 1" 
OD. Threaded for 1/2" tang. Undercut for wrapping or 
knurled. $30.00 plus shipping. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
Knife & Gun Finishing Supplies, P.O. Box 13522, Arlington. 
Texas 76013. Phone 817 /274-1282. 

IF YOU TAKE LIFE SERJOUSLY ... peruse our Procure· 

~~~!1!"!~~1~e:fd:.in~o~~=~1~~tei~il~~~~.t :i!~fr~~i~;,0~~:: 
guised and unconventional weaponry from under $20.00 to 
over $2,000.00. The catalog is $3.00 from: A.S.P .. Box 
18595/AH, Atlanta, GA 30326. 

FULL-AUTO RUGER 10-22, 1200 rpm, Guaranteed to 
work Mtrls. Incl. Complete in 1-hour. Simple and reliable, 
$10. Sweat, 612 E. LaPlata Street. Farmington, NM 87401. 

FOIL BURGLARS! Heavy Welded steel security box, unique 
lock system, 4.9 cu. ft. Home, office, vehicle, only $149.95 + 
70 lb. UPS. SASE for folder. WAYLAND. Box 1142V, Mill 
Valley. CA 94942. 

STOP HANDGUN RUST! FAST! EASY! Now you can buy 
the same industrial rust preventative used by Ruger, 
Smith & Wesson, U.S. Army. Order stock-must sell. 40% 
discount while supply lasts. Not available in stores. Free in
formation and prices. American Industrial, Box 10055-A, 
Torrance, CA 90505. 

Stainless Steel Replacement Badge - Holster Clips JP 
Type other types specify Brand · 7 /8' inch wide. ONLY 2 for 
$2.50, JRM Co., P.O.B. 5028, Hazlet, NJ 07730. 

Brass Catcher - works on Colt, Smith, Browning, Mac 10, 
Uzi, and many other top and right side eject semi-auto 
handguns. Fits on your hand-not the gun. Right Handed 
shooters only. Patent Pending. $11. PPd. Gage Mfg. 811 
Loren Ave,. Azusa, CA 91702. 

DEFEAT AN ATTACKER. .. quickly. The Ultimate Stun 
Gun. A gun that's not a gun. Non-lethal, but very effective 
in putting a person down. For more information, send $1.00 
to: J.D. Oran Co .. POB 7478 Dept HG486, Colorado Springs, 
CO 80933-7478. Dollar discounted with first order. Sale void 
where prohibit. 

Amazing new compensator system you install in minutes. 
No alterations to gun. Ideal for Ipsic, Pinn, bullseye. Free 
Brochure. Lutz's Gun Shop, 855 Street Rd., Southampton. 
PA 18966. 

GUN CABINETS: Build your own gun cabinet from easy 
complete plans. size's 7, 11. 15 rifle, w/wo pistol display. In
cludes; etched glass, lights, alarm, and mural back: Send 
$2.00 for full catalog (refundable on order). to: TYNER 
MFG. P.O. Box 2683, Chino, CA 91710-2683. 

FINALLY. you can proudly display your favorite pistols. 
Elegant mounting - Introductory offer. Free information. 
Baum Custom Framing, 1870 Patio Drive, San Jose, Califor
nia 95125. 

AMMUNITION 

EXCALIBER WAX PELLETS, for .38 spl., 9 mm Luger, 
.380, .41 mag,. .44 mag,. .45 L.C,. .45 acp. Inexpensive prac
tice approximately 1/i velocity of factory ammo. No 
ricochetting, no reloading tools, no gun powder, uses 
shotgun primers only. 100 pellet sampler w/6 reusable 
cases $5.00. Special weapons catalogue $1.00. M & M 
ENTERPRISES, Box 64 AHG. Island Lake, IL 60042. 

FORMED AND TRIMMED .30 & .357 HERRETT CASES. 
Formed from new Winchester brass. Final formiill: by you 

~SAMcPLsES:s.~01~nSILVlRT11P 1tl~¥I~G~sRT. ~ ~i0~x1°2~ 
WOOLSTOCK. IA 50599. (515)839-5591. 

BOOKS 

OUT-OF-PRINT Books Found. Send Wants. LARGE 
CATALOGUE $1.00; Booklook, 51AC Maple Ave .. War
wick, N.Y.10990. 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, latest pistol carrying, purchasing, 
etc,. regulations for all states and FEDERAL GUN LAWS. 
Both booklets $4.00. POLICE EQUIPMENT CATALOG 
$2.00. Schlesinger, Department E., P.O. Box 882, New York, 
NY 10150. 

Wholesale Catalog. 100 pages in color. Hunting knives, 
fishing knives, pocket knives, tools, electronics, household 
items, and hundreds of other useful products for your use 
or resale. Catalog Price $3.00: Interstate Wholesale, 
Drawer 19689-AHK. Houston, TX 77224. 
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Classified ads $.75 per word per insertion. ($.60 per word-per insertion for 3 or more) in· 
eluding name and address (20 word minimum). Minimum charge $15.00. Copy and rerun 
orders must be accompanied by PAYMENT IN ADVANCE. NO AGENCY DISCOUNTS All 
ads must be received with advance payment no later than the 15th of each month. Ex· 
ample: Closing for Nov./Dec. 1986 issue (on sale Sept. 1) is July 15th. Ads received after 
closing will appear in the following issue. Please type or print clearly. -PLEASE 
NOTE*** NO PROOFS WILL BE FURNISHED.- Include name, address, post office, zip 
code, city and state as counted words. Abbreviations count as one word ep.ch . Mail to 
AMERICAN HANDGUNNER MAGAZINE, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, 
California 92108. 

IN THE GRAVEST EXTREME by Massad Ayoob. How 
and when to use a gun, authoritatively written by an active 
duty policeman. For your copy. send $7.95 (includes 
postage) to: GUNS BOOKS /Dept.GE-H09, 591 Camino de la 
Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

NO SECOND PLACE WINNER By Bill Jordan. A 
fascinating book about gun fighting and the equipment to 
use, from loads to leather. $8.50 + $1 post. GUNS 
BOOKS/Dept.NS-H09, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, 
San Diego, CA 92108. 

1985 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER ANNUAL. The year's 
most exciting look at the handgun field. Including: "Many 
Faces of the .45 Auto" - "Introduction to Handgunning 
Sports" plus test reports and more! Only $4.95 postpaid. 
HANDGUNNER ANNUAL. Dept. HGA. 591 Camino de la 
Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

REDHOOK OF USED GUN VALUES. Discover what your 
firearms are worth in the most reliable course book ever 
published. A comprehensive volume that covers rifles, 
handguns and shotguns, it contains more than 3500 listings. 
Only $4.95 postpaid. REDHOOK. Dept. RB. 591 Camino de 
la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

FIREWORKS - Jeff Cooper's entertaining blend of essay 
and fiction, including observations on violence in America, 
terrorism, hunting on three continents, the proper mental 
conditioning for combat, and much more. Hardcover edition 
only $16.95 postpaid. Send check to: GUNS Books. Dept. 
FWH-09, PO Box 85201. San Diego. CA 92138. 

DEAD AIM - Lee Echols' outrageously funny book about 
shooters. Author signs each copy. A must for every 
shooter 's Bookshelf. Send $9.00 (postpaid) to: GUNS 
BOOKS, Dept. DAH-09, P.O. Box 16439, San Diego. CA 
92116. 

NEW CATALOG every two months from the publishers of 
the ACTION LIBRARY! Get the best books on we"J'onry, 

~~rP~L1~INr~~ESS~fP.6.rBoexg:30~iHC:e~~:i"der~1§8 
80306. 

COMBAT AMMUNITION: EVERYTHING YOU NEED 
TO KNOW - Author Duncan Long explains how to make 
your own special types of ammo: exploding bullets, multi· 
pie projectile rounds and more! B 112 X 11, hardcover, illus., 

ft0~~si.l"~l~· ~~E"~s. a~po.n~~~s·1~m'.'ii~~n;o~~~~~~Pcg 
80306. 

MASTER TIPS Collected by Jon Winokur. Competition 
"Manual of Arms" features personal instruction from the 
world's top practical shooters. Advice on equipment, 
technique, training, mental aspects. Clearly explained and 
illustrated. $11.95ppd. From: Potshot Press, Dept. AHC. 
P.O. Box 1117, Pacific Palisades, CA 90272-1117. 

Squirrel Hunters - Bi-monthly magazine, 32 pages each 
issue. Competition squirrel dog hunting, still hunting, 
stories, columns, pictures. Year's subscription $6.00 to: 
Squirrel Hunter, Box 254-0, Hoskington, Kentucky 40844. 

KNOW YOUR ENEMY! Address Directory of World Com
munist and Nazi Parties, Publications. Hundreds listed! 10 
$. Michael Seaton, 3617 South 46 Street, Greenfield, 
Wisconsin 53220. 

NO SECOND CHANCE! New Police Textbook teaches 
disarming · knife, handgun, stick, razor, chain, bottle, 
shotgun, baseball bat...more! Combat Psychology included! 
m8~'if.es~a~~fe, 'Wfm~~~hs. $15. Bradley Steiner, Box 

State by State Firearms' Directory. 125 pages of informa· 
tion; guns, accessories, gunsmithing, custom gun shops, 
supplies, ammunition & equipment, leather goods, knives, 
special services. Miscellaneous equipment, supplies, pro· 
ducts . Organizations & Associations. Publications· 
Government & State. Price: $29.95 + $3.00 S/H. No 
C.O.D.'s EXCEPTED. Check or money order only. Mail re
quest to: Kerr's Directories, P.O. Box 183, Alpine. Wyom· 
ing 83128. 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 

Be a Licensed Firearms Dealer full or part-time. We have 
helped thousands of dealers get their license. We send the 
same day order received: latest 3 year Official Application 
Forms, complete instructions, Wholesale Directory, advice 
on how to start your business. Send $5.00 now and receive a 
free Dealer ID Card and Wall Certifieate. Moneyback 
guarantee, Interstate, Box 19466-AH, Houston, TX 77224. 

FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE application kit! Official 
forms /instructions. Wholesale sources, Licence guaranteed 
or refund! $5. Monarch, Box 65-RA. Golden, CO 80402. 

MAKE MONEY WITH GUNS! Get cash and have fun too. 
Free details. Write: Rangemaster. 26841 -C Weaver Ave., 
Poulsbo, WA 98370. 

POLICE OFFICERS WANTED: Comprehensive digest of 
current nationwide openings. Gives qualifications, salary, 
selection process. Published bi-monthly. $6.00 single issue. 
$16.95 annually. Police Career Information Digest, Box 
1672, Dept·C, Eaton Park, FL 33840. 

FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSEES make money! Sell 
guns and ammunition to others. Order guns for non
licensees on cost-plus basis. Buy wholesale. FREE: Starting 
Your Own Gun Business" and "What To Do After 
Applying''. Other benefits. Licence guaranteed or refund! 
$7.95. Metro, Box 2161-AR. Boulder, CO 80306. 

PERSONAL & PROPERTY SECURITY - a 60 minute 
audio cassette by survivalist Carl E. Krupp -$16.95 
postpaid-Workshop in the Woods, P.O. Box 256, Merlin, OR 
97532. 

HUNDREDS WEEKLY! BECOME CIRCULAR MAILER. 
Home-Operated! Sincerely Interested, Rush Stamped 
~~~;~ope: National Mailing, Box 19759-GP9, San Diego, CA 

COLLECTORS 

MINIATURE POLICE BADGES AND ARM PATCH 
PINS. Actual replicas. For sample badge and list send $5 
to: MS!, P.O. Box 11617 AH, Reno, NV 89510. 

NAZI and WWI Original headgear, uniforms, medals, dag
fers, equi~ment, French helmets, Iron cross class 2, 1939 

A4~~t~I;.}r:~~~~~~if 8 Yih~. ~~~N~E~ ALBERTI. 7 rue 

EMBLEMS & INSIGNIA 

CUSTOM EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS - Enameled Pins, 
Your Design, Low Minimum, Excellent Quality, Low 
Prices, Free Booklet. A.T. Patch Co., Dept. 93, Littleton, 
NH 03561. (603)444-3423. 

TOP QUALITY ALL-FABRIC PATCHES FOR YOUR 
JACKET OR CAP! Guns Team Member Patch: $3.50, 
American Handgunner 1st Patch: $3.50, 25th Anniversary 
Guns Collectors Patch, $5.00. Special-all 3 patches only 
$11.00 postpaid. GUNS Patches, Dept. GP-H09, 591 Camino 
de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

Airborne Elite T-shirts Bold world insignias. Send Ad· 
dressed, stamped envelope for free brochure. BSC, Box 
A 718, Sykesville, MD 21784. 

FIREWORKS 

Salutes and Cannon crackers home made. The Best! Simple 
easy method, my secrets revealed. Details; Browns Diver· 
sified, Box 53, Fishers, Indiana 46038. 

FIREWORKS and EXPLOSIVES. Buy or make your own 
from common ingredients. Books, Instructions, 5000 for
mulas. Catalog $1.00: Underground Supply, P.O. Box 1881, 
Murfreesboro, TN 37133. 

Illustrated catalogue $1.00(refundable) Fun, safe, Katriotic: 
~:ve."~. !'[/~9~if.yro-Sonic Devices, Box 711AH • Grand 

Cannon Fuse Cutting Device. Manually operated cuts up to 
7,200 fuses per hour. $39.95. Cutter, 330 S.W. 43rd, Suite 
209, Renton, WA 98055. 

FIREWORKS-FIRECRACKERS, ROCKETS. ROMAN 
CANDLES, MISSILES and much more!! HIGH quality, 
LOW prices and Quick delivery to all states. Illustrated 
C'j;~~!~I~~~R ~;5{5. Fireworks, Dept. lOG, Box 800, 

FIREWORKS-FIRECRACKERS, ROCKETS, ROMAN 
CANDLES. MISSILES and much more!! HIGH quality, 
LOW prices and Quick delivery to all states. Illustrated 
catalog-$1.00. Eagle Fireworks, Dept. 101, Box 800, 
Clackamas. OR 97015. 
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FOR SALE 

GERMAN MARCHES. $9.95 per cassette. Set of seven 
cassettes $49.50. Free list. Send SASE: NSDAPAO, Box 
6414-AH, Lincoln, NE 68506. 

IS IT TRUE YOU CAN BUY JEEPS FOR $44 THROUGH 
THE U.S. GOVERNMENT? GET THE FACTS TODAY! 
CALL 1-312-742-1142 EXT. 6279. 

GUN PARTS 

Stainless Randall 45 ACP parts original manufacture all at 
liquidation prices. Most left-hand-parts still in stock. 8 page 

~9~1_'if2~M~~ar~~i1~c1~~~1~-~~a~dablel. Randco, P.O. Box 

GUNS FOR SALE 

GUNSMITH ING 

LATHES-MILLS-TOOLS. New catalogs Sl.00: Blue Ridge 
Machinery and Tools, P.O. Box 536-N, Hurricane, WV 
25526, 304-562-3538. 

GUN ENGRAVING Full line of custom engraving on 
firearms and knives. from simple line designs through 
semi-relief scroll to presentation grade. Sketches furnished 
at cost. Sundance Engraving, Box 912, Reading, PA 19603. 

LEARN GUNSMITHING, excellent facilities, experienced 
instructors, attend full accredited Yavapai College. atten
tion: Anthony Ross, Instructor, Gunsmithing Dept., 
Prescott, AZ 86301. 

CUSTOM .45 GUNSMITHING. Police and combat 
competition modifications a specialty. For free price list 
send SASE. JIM HOAG, 8523 Canoga Ave., Suite "C", 
Canoga Park, CA 91304. 

EXPERT RUST BLUEING. HAND POLISHING FOR 
MINT APPEARANCE. COLLECTOR HANDGUNS RE
STORED AS ORIGINAL. CHARLES DANNER, ROUTE 
4, FAYETTEVILLE, TN 37334. 

.45 Autos For Range or Street. Reliable, Accurate and 
Affordable. Brochure $1.00. George Geiges, Box 213, New
foundland, PA 18445. 

PEN GUN - .22 cal-Make with ordinary tools and hard· 
ware store materials. $4.95. PLANS, Box 1650 (Z), Carolina, 
P.R. 00628. 

Triple Chamber HIGH-COMP for auto pistols. Installs on 
your present barrel. Minimum recoil. maximum accuracy, 
highest quality and fit, reasonable cost. This is the state of 
the art compensator system. Catalog $1: Randall 
Thompson, PISTOLSMITH, 654 Lela Place, Grand Junc
tion, CO 81504. 

INSTRUCTION 

VIDEO TRAINING PROGRAMS: World Champion John 
Shaw's "Combat Pistol Shooting", $59.95 and "Combat 
Shotgun Shooting", $49.95; Police Lt. Jim Bullard's Ulti
mate Sell Defense Course For Women", $59.95 "Rock n' 
Roll #!-Fully Automatic Machine Gun Fun", (more than 
twenty different weapons tested) 559.95; Other programs 
priced at $39.95 include: "Survival Equipment", Survival 
Weapons:, "Remington 110'', Remington 870", "Colt 45 
Automatic", "The M·l6", "Basic Rappelling"; Law Enforce· 
ment pro~rams also available; VHS /Beta, $3.00 Shipping: 
Master Video, Dept. AH, 7947 Carol Elaine, Memphis, TN 
38134 or 901 /372-7012. 

VIDEOTAPE. Gov't .45 Auto, Field strip, disassembly, 
assembly. VHS 49 minutes. $19.11 plus $1.60 mailing. T JE 
Video Productions, Box 50141, Reno, Nevada 89513. 

SPECIALIZING IN HANDS-ON TRAINING ... MTC trains 
GUNSMITHS and METAL ENGRAVERS. Valuable skills 
training in comprehensive courses ... more benchwork than 
bookwork ... experienced faculty .. .individual instruction ... 
low cost. .. rural setting ... veterans welcomes. Write: 
Montgomery Technical College, Drawer 487-L, Troy, NC 
27371. 

KNIVES & SWORDS 

Knives, swords, survival, historic and many related 
weapons. Also custom handmade knives any design. Un
beatable prices. Catalogs $2.00: Deintinis HG, 107 Summit 
Ave., S.I., NY 10306. 

WHOLESALE KNIVES. 110-page Brand Name Catalog. 
No minimum order for knives. Catalo~ contains picture, de· 
scription, retail prices, wholesale price for each knife. 23 
brands including Schrade, Buck, Case, Boker, Gerber, etc. 
Send $5.00: Interstate Knives, Drawer 19689-AHB, 
Houston, TX 77224. 

One piece surgical steel boot knives, 1000 yr. warranty. 
$20.00 free info. on complete line. Mike's Knives, 601A 
Bishop St., Mansfield, TX 76063. 

LEATHERCRAFT 

Australian Kangaroo skins, with tails, winter fur. Legal 
import except N.Y. state. Delivery assured 6-8 weeks. 
Small 28 " Plus tail US$30, Med 32 " plus tail USS35, large 
38 " plus tail US$40. Add $12 for air post + ins. Mastercard, 
Visa send card number, plus expire date or bank draft to: 
Sunshine Leather, Box 1406, Cairns, Queensland, 
Australia. 

MILITARIA 

CAMOUFLAGE! German Army, SS Camouflage. 4 
different WWII pattern fabrics for sale. Illustrated list 
with samples fifteen $.22(cent) stamps/ 100% cotton rever· 
sible smocks, field caps, hoods, reversible pants, Budd L. 
O'Toole, HG, PO Box 64385, Tacoma, WA 98464. 

MILITARY SURPLUS 

G.J. SURPLUS, Hunting and Cam/:iing Equipment. 100 
~~~:e~~\i~on:~i~·JJeg7~0f.k Army avy, 12-E Monmouth 

MILLIONS OF SURPLUS BARGAINS! Many 1% original 

~osi2.~'0eFd~~~!~~=~~;:Nni~~o~ieL~B:~~'9:0i.~~~\t,c;.r;~: 
ington, DC 20036. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

KNUCKS - Genuine brass paperweights, not cheap 
aluminum, same day delivery, $7. prepaid; Matthews Police 
Supply, PO Box 1754, Matthews, NC 28105. 

NINJA CATALOG Nightsuits, handclaws, footspikes, 
calthrops, blowpens, shuriken and reference materials for 
the Shadow Warrior. Send Sl.00 to: Ninja Supply Systems, 
Box 28222/AH, Atlanta, GA 30358. 

SHORT-RUN CUSTOM BELT BUCKLES WITH YOUR 
LOGO MY SPECIALTY SOLID SANDCAST SILICON 
BRONZE ALL HAND FINISHED. BUCKLES BY MIKE, 
1225 MANZANITA, DEP'j,'. AH, LOS ANGELES, CA 
90029. 

MILITARY & MARTIAL ARTS - l.D. Cards & Cer· 
tificates. Airborne, Special Forces, CJ.A., Police, e tc. 
Brochure $1. Kenwood, Box 66, Dept. H, Long Green, MD 
21092. 

FREE catalog. Things you never knew existed! 1600 
Novelties, Jokes, tricks, Science, Hobbies, Sports. Johnson
Smith, C-6522, Mt. Clemens, Mich. 48043. 

CHERRYBOMBS, Firework Chemicals, Cannon Fuse, 
M-60s, M-70s, Books to make M80s, Silencers, Fireworks, 
etc. Catalogue $3., refunded with 1st order; Not intended 
for sale where prohibited by law; Capitol Fireworks, 1805 
W.Monroe, Springfield, IL 62704. 

PERFECT GIFT FOR LIFE Beautiful hand painted Four 
Season 248 year Calender. 15 X 22 suitable for framing. To 
get yours send $4.95 Check, Money-Order, Visa, Master· 
card to: CALENDAR, P.O. BOX 70, HARNED, KY 40144. 

FREE 32-PAGE PRIVACY CATALOG. Low-profile tech
niques. Cash income opportunities. Secret loans. Asset pro· 
tection. New identity, EDEN PRESS, Box 8410-HG, Foun
tain Valley, CA 92728. 

NO LOAD Mutual Funds. No Brokers, anyone can afford 
send $1 SASE; L Bolan, 27 Sacramento Dr. #51, Hampton, 
VA 23666. 

MACE $5. Kamikazi BUTTERFLY KNIFE $10. SUR· 
VIVAL KNIFE KIT $10. Spring clearance sale. Send $1. 
and SASE. For sale list of knives and accessories and get 
FREE DECAL. Poor Man's Defense Products, Box 1472, 
Bridgeview, IL 60455. 

Tired of loan by mail gimmicks ad? Choose $our own 

~ASE· s~0~0.0G vf~.t 2~0J~~:[r~~ib~~vc°~1~ fltes~: v An2~J3~~ 
D & L Sports Custom Combat 45's. Basic to full House 
Pistols. P.O. Box 651, Gillette, WY 82716. Ph. 307 /686-4008. 

WILLS! How to write your own simple Will and finish in 
minutes. Enclose $10.00 and receive complete Will kit. Mail 
to Consolidated Consultants, P.O. Box 170904, Arlington, 
TX 76003. 

EARN THOUSANDS stuffing envelopes, send $1.00 and 
SASE to: Mid South Associates HM, P.O. Box 3179, E. 
Camden, AR 71701. 

POLICE EQUIPMENT 

DISTRIBUTORS WANTED. Do you work alone? Need a 
Security Guard? Will turn your car cassette into Police 
Scanner and hear Police on any cassette player. Sample 
$4.95, r.ostpaid. H.H. Distributors, 45 National Blvd., 
Rossvil e, Georgia 30741. 
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REAL ESTATE 

GOVERNMENT LAND ... FROM $19/ACRE! Homesites. 
campsites, farming, Investment! "Land Buyer's Guide" 
plus nationwide listing - $3.00. LANDS, Box 19107-MY, 
Washington, DC 20036. 

SURVIVAL 

WANTED TO PURCHASE 

Ideas, Inventions, new products wanted by one of 
America's leading invention submission firms to be pre· 
sented to industry. Call free 1-800-528-6050. Canada, 
1-800-528-6060. Ext. 831 

RALPH KENNEDY, 
GUN DESIGNER 
1937-1986 

Ralph Kennedy is dead at 48. 
By now most of you are wondering, 

"Who is Ralph Kennedy?" There is little 
chance that, outside the firearms industry, his 
name or accomplishments would be known. 
Not that they shouldn't be-that's just the way 
things work. Ralph was an engineer and fire
arms designer. His designs were the property 
of the companies that employed him, but 
some of the things he did are with many of 
us who shoot every day. When we see a new 
gun or feature, it is associated with the 
manufacturer. 

But there is always a guy at a drawing 
board who thought it up. Ralph was one of 
those. 

Perhaps the biggest engineering challenge 
in firearms manufacture is problem solving; 
know in the trade as, "firefighting." This was 
one of Ralph's best talents. 

Firearms manufacturing is a rather small, 
closely knit, family and Ralph was something 
of a restless spirit. So, during his career he 
worked for Colt, Smith & Wesson, High 
Standard, Dan Wesson, and Mossberg but his 
loyalty always seemed strongest for Colt and 
it is there that he made some of his most 
important designs. 

The collet barrel bushing of the Govern
ment Model and the safety of the .22 single
actions were his. At High Standard he par
ticipated in the design of the Crusader and 
steel frame Sentinel revolvers and at S& W he 
led a team involved in a major R&D project 
but, in this day of design-by-committee, it's 
just about impossible for anyone at one of the 
major companies to have a whole gun to call 
his own. Individual engineers often have 
responsibility for part of a design, but the 
whole package will represent the work of 
many men. 

The temptation is strong to use the phrase, 
"unsung hero," but Ralph would have fussed 
at that. He would have said he was 111111119-
just doing his job. ~ 
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ALLOW 12 TO 16 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 

-' ED BROWN 
CUSTOM PISTOLS 

6" MAXI-COMP 
5" MINI-COMP 
CARRY GUNS 

Send SJ .00 for color poster 
and price list : 

ED BROWN 
BROWN'S Gun Shop 

Route 1, Box 153 
Perry, Mo. 63462 

Phone (314) 565-3261 ._. 
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This 

BRASS 
CA'ICHER 

It works! 

Catch ejected casings 
from automatic handguns 
with the CATCH-ALL brass catcher. 
• saves time & money- eliminates 

searching for lost or scattered brass 
• adjustable strap attaches to right 

hand, allows flexibility 
• no weapon alteration necessary 
• will not obstruct sight picture 
• 2Y. oz. total wt., space-age plastic 

CATCH-ALL s24ss 
p pd . 

pa tent applied for USA 

Place your order today! 
Call Department 204 10LL FREE 
1-800-824-6853 or (503) 686-9844 in 

Oregon. Visa and MasterCard accepted . 

No Rislc 30-Day Moneyback Guarantee 

Catch-All Products. Dept. 204 
P.O. Box 2522. Eugene. OR 97402 

DECADE OF DESIGN 
Continued from page 44 

makes a .45 Auto, the Model 645, and the 
little 9mm Model 669, both in DA and 
stainless steel. Sturm, Ruger & Company 
announced their P-85, a 9mm DA with all of 
the new-wave features, but it has been 
delayed by last-minute design changes. 

Neat Nines and Such 
In this time, Beretta began a progression 

that started with the Model 92, then went 
through the Model 92S, 92SB, and finally the 
Model 92SB-F, which became our new mili
tary sidearm for all services. Their newest is 
the Model 86, a .380 which combines the 
features of the Model 85BB with the tip-up 
barrel of their smaller .25 and .22 pistols. In 
Austria, the 9mm Glock 17 became the stan
dard army weapon, and aroused much inter
est because of its plastic frame and semi
double-action trigger system. 

Other intr iguing new developments 
include the 9mm Walther P88 and the Ber
nardelli P018/9. Korriphila and Korth have 
new pistols that are in the custom-built class, 
and Paul Sokolovsky is still making his ele
gant .45 Automaster. In the serious target 
pistols, one Hiimmerli now has an electronic 
trigger system: It has been a llllllM-
very interesting ·ten years. ~ 

"f. ·~ 
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SIG/Sauer P226, P220, BDA 
S&W 469, 459, 659, 669, 645 
(Fits all S&W fixed-sight autopistols) 

Convert fixed-sight autopistols to Millett's 
Series 100 state-of-the-art adjustable-sight 
systems with these custom quality features: 
• Crisp, prec ~si on windage & elevation 
click adjustments • Repeatable zero 
settings • Optional white outline or tradi
tional black rear blades • White or blaze 
orange front ramps • Easy installa
tion-rugged, reliable, serviceable. 

Prices 

Front/rear 
combination 

SIG/Sauer 

$59.79 

S&.W 469 

$59.79 

See your local deale r or send $2 U.S . 
($4 fore ign) fo r complete catalog . 

Only the best.from Millett 

Millett U Sights 
16131 Gothard, Huntington Beach CA 92647 • (714) 842-5575 

METAL 
FINISHING PRODUCTS 

Buffers , Bait Grinders , Band 
Saws, Buffs , Compounds, Abrasive 

Baits , Mlcarta , Exotic Woods , Books , 
Blades, Rivets , Pinning Materials , Bar 

Stock, K & G Bluing Salts , and new 
Turkish Damascus. 

P.O. Box 13522 
Arlington, TX 76013 
Phone 817 /274-1282 

KNIFE & GUN 
FINISHING SUPPLIES 

SPORTSMANS STEEL SAFE CO. 
GUNS & AMMO SPECIALS 

750 LBS 68Hx30Wx250 $699 .95 
Chrome Cross Bolts, Combo Lock 

Interiors Optio11al 

500 LBS $569.95 
63Hx30Wx200 
Heavy W' Door 
Chrome Bolts & 
Combo Lock 

Special 42 Wide 
835 LBS $799.95 
42Wx72Hx250 
Chrome Bolts & 
Combo Lock 

We beat everyone's pnces 

. COMPARE 
Send for our color brochure 

Dept. AH 

SPORTSMAN SAFE MFG. CO. 
20314 Ta1auta SI. Call or wrote to order 
Carson, CA 90746 213-635-7322 

I Patented o Not Except Substitutes 
Rib & Sights for the competitive shooter. The 1984 CAMP 

I PERRY NATIONAL PISTOL championships 1st & 2nd place 
I won using BO·MAR"s. Also "82, "83 & '84 PPC National 

Championships won wi th Bo-Mar Sights. 
I BO-MAR 
I World's Finest Handgun Sights 
I at affordable prices Serrated blade ., 

I Route 12, Box 405 Longview, TX 75605 214-7 59-4784 I 
Send stamped self-addressed envelope for catalog 

•••••••••••••••• 
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Knifeco P.O. Box 5271, Hialeah Lakes, FL 33014 

Please send me: 
0 1 Survival Knife @ $29.95 plus $4.00 for shipping and handling. 
0 2 Survival Knives @ $57.95 plus $4.00 for shipping and handling. 
Specify: 
0 Black handle with black sheath and black coated blade. 
0 Camouflage handle with green sheath and black coated blade. 
Florida residents add 5% tax. Orders out of USA $8.00 shipping and handling. 

Charge my 0 MasterCard 0 Visa 0 American Express 
0 Check enclosed 0 Money Order 

Credit Card Number: 

I I I I I r I I I 
Expiration Date: ~I -'~~~~---' ~' 
Authorized Signature 
Name ___________ Phone ____ _ 

Address - ----------------
City _________ State _ _ _ Zip _ _ _ 

GUNS 



MUSTANG 
.380 
By Dave Arnold 

The newest f oa/, in the Colt stables is 
a spry little Mustang destined to be a 
thoroughbred. 

T o celebrate its 150th anniversary, Colt has 
introduced a number of new handguns. 

One of these is the Mustang, a scaled down 
version of the .380 Government Model 

pocket pistol. Actually, the .380 
Government Model is itself a new 
design , having been introduce9 

only a few years ago. Like the Gov
ernment Model, the· new Mustang 

is presently available with either a 
blue or nickel finish. 

The .380 Government Model is small 
enough, even for a pocket pistol. How
ever, it is relatively large when com
pared with the new Mustang which is 1/z 
inch shorter in length and about 3/4 

inch smaller in height. So compact is 
the Mustang (51/z inches long, 181/z ozs. 

heavy) that it virtually fits in the palm of 
the hand and .the only smaller auto in .380 
that I know of is the AMT Back-Up. 

As far as appearances are concerned, the 
little auto is a handsome. pistol. It is well 
proportioned and the polished flat sides con
trast nicely with the dull, sand-blasted , 
rounded surfaces. The stocks are of tough 
checkered black plastic with a silver Colt 
medallion in the middle. 

Obviously, in reducing its size, some sacri
fices have had to be made, the most signifi
cant being magazine capacity which has been 

Author uses Weaver Stance for 
secure grip. This stance works 
best for all pistols, even the 
low recoiling .380 Auto. 

TEST REPORT 

reduced from 7 to 5 (or 8 to 6 if a round is 
carried in the chan1ber). 

The close relationship between the Mus
tang and the .. 380 Government Model 
becomes apparent when they are viewed side 
by side. Both are single-action semi-auto
matic pistols that operate with a locked 
breech. Sights are fixed and the magazine 
release catch is located in the usual position 
on the left side of the frame just behind the 
trigger. 

The manual safety is located on the left 
side at the rear of the frame. The pistol also 
has Colt's new firing pin safety (Series 80) 
which locks the firing pin until the trigger is 
pulled far enough back to release the ham
mer. After the last shot has been fired , the 
slide remains locked open. It can be released 
by depressing the slide stop which is placed 
on the left side of the frame, just above the 
trigger. 

The internal lockwork is also the same 
except for the manner in which the barrel 
mates with the front of the slide. Instead of 
the removable barrel bushing employed by 
the .380 Government Model and the larger 
.45s, the barrel of the Mustang is mated 
directly to the slide. This makes the take 
down of the pistol for cleaning and mainte
nance a little different and simpler. After 
removing the magazine and pulling back the 
slide to ensure the chamber is empty, one 
simply removes the slide stop and pulls the 
entire slide/barrel /recoil spring assembly 
forward off the frame. The recoil spring 
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The Pro-Ta ch Chronograph ... 
just what you'd expect from the makers of Pro Timer II. 
Pro-Tach Chronograph displays not only actual 
velocities from 7 5 to 4000 feet/second, but the 
number of shots and their average velocity. Simply 
set the Pro-Tuch on a table or mount it to a tripod ... 
then tum it on. The battery operated Pro-Tuch (9-volt 
battery, not included) has a large LCD display for easy 
reading from firing position. 

Add to this a 30-day unconditional return policy, a 
one-year warranty from electronic failure and an 
affordable price ... $169.95. 

Pro Timer II, the official timer for major matches is 
reliable and easy to use. The time to each shot, shot 

number, and time between shots is automatically 
recorded and may be reviewed in the shot sensing, 
stop plate and par time modes. 

Simply clip the lightweight Pro Timer II to your 
belt and tum it on. Includes a 9-volt rechargeable 
battery which can be replaced with a 9-volt alkaline. 
Only $274.95. 

Call Toll Free 1-(800)-222-3845. 
Illinois residents (815)·877·3322. Visa, 
MasterCard , and COD accepted. Illinois 
residents add 6% sales tax. Add $4.50 for 
S & H. Certified check or money order by mail. 

I~ 
Competition Electronics, Inc. 

753 Candy Lane, Rockford, IL 61111 



The STAR PROGRESSIVE RELOADER 
as well as the STAR SIZER & LU
BRICATOR are the finest available on the 
market. Use patented STAR PRECISION 
RELOADER EQUIPMENT and be confi
dent that your shooting competitor has 
ammunition no better than yours. 

GET ON TARGET NOW WITH THE 
BEST.. .GET STAR PRECISION EQUIP
MENT FOR BETTER SCORING! 

For FREE CATALOG send 
self addressed, stamped envelope. 

STAR STAR MACHINE WORKS 
MACHINE\ 418 Tenth Avenue 
WORKS~ San Diego, CA 92101 

guide assembly and finally the barrel can then 
be removed from the bottom of the slide. 

Having a shorter grip makes the little 
Mustang a tad more difficult to get-a-hold-of. 
On the other hand , it has the generous tang, 
just like the .380 Government Model, that 
protects the web of the hand from hammer 
bite. The fixed sights are also well defined 
and easy to pick up-an important feature for 
a small pistol. The trigger pull on the pistol I 
had was quite good being relatively crisp and 
required around 7 lbs. of pressure to drop the 
hammer. 

There are those who scorn small pistols 
like the Mustang, mainly because almost all 
are chambered for the .25 ACP cartridge. 
Being small and low powered , this round 
leaves a lot to be desired as a self-defense 
cartridge. However, the Mustang has an edge 
over similar pistols in that it is chambered for 
the bigger .380 cartridge. While not the 
greatest round for defense, this cartridge will 
do the job and ballistically compares favor
ably with the .38 Special when fired from 
two-inch snubby revolvers. In recent years, 
the potency of the .380 has been given a boost 
with the introduction of fast light weight 
expanding bullets like semi-jacketed hollow
points and Winchester Silvertips. 

In spite of its diminutive size, I found the 
Mustang was surprisingly easy to shoot. The 
ammunition used in the test was Federal FMJ 
and JHP together with Winchester Silvertips 
and the pistol digested all of them without any 
trouble. Admittedly, I did initially experience 

a few mis-feeds with the Federal JHPs with 
the slide not going completely into battery. 
However, after I had shot about 20 rounds, 
the pistol settled down and there were no 
further stoppages. 

Only one other slight problem was 
encountered and that was with the manual 
safety. Fairly early during the test I found that 
my thumb inadvertently applied the safety 
during firing. This was rectified by changing 
the position of my grip so that my thumb 
rested on top of the safety instead of under
neath it. 

In spite of its small grip, the little auto had 
very little recoil. Recovery was quick during 
rapid fire strings and I had no difficulty in 
keeping my shots in a fairly respectable 
group on a man-size target at distances up to 
15 yards. Accuracy was also good. From an 
improvised bench rest at this same distance, I 
managed to shoot a 21'2 inch, five shot group 
using federal 95 grain JHPs. 

All in all, the Mustang is an impressive 
little handgun . It is well made, accurate, reli
able and very easy to shoot. It is also very 
compact, and is chambered for a fairly effec
tive defense cartridge. With the revival in 
popularity of pocket autos, it should do as 
well as the larger .380 Government Model. 
Suggested retail price for the Mustang is just 
under $350 and further information can 
be obtained from Colt Firearms, Dept. AH, 
150 Huyshope Ave., ~ 
Hartford, CT, 06102. ~ 

22% more velocity. 50%more 

Rubber rifle bull pad. 

We probably don't have to tell you how popular 9mm is these days. 
Already well established the world over, the 9mm Luger cartridge is catch
ing on all over this country. 

And now you can use the very same ammunition in a sporty new long 
gun from Marlin. The Model 9 Camp Carbine. 

If you're into 9mm , or expect to be , we've got a hunch you're going to 
really like this gun. 

For one thing, the Model 9's 16 1/z" modified Micro-Groove~ barrel 
delivers more than a 22 % increase in muzzle velocity and a 50 % boost 
in energy over a 4" barreled 9mm handgun. 



AYOOB IS COMING 
TO TOWN 

Massad Ayoob, the nation's foremost 
authority on the judicious use of lethal 
force for civilian self-defense, is going on 
the road to three major cities to offer a 
unique two-day seminar for qualified 
civilians on The Judicious Use of Deadly 
Force. 

Topics to be covered in the lecture and 
film presentation given by Ayoob himself 
include legal ramifications of using 
deadly force, pragmatic considerations of 
interacting with police following a shoot
ing and the use of tactics in gunfights. 

The program runs for 20 hours of 
intensive instruction. No shooting is 
involved, just class room lecture and spe
cial films. Dates and places of Ayoob's 
special seminar are as follows: 

New York City, June 14 and 15 
Chicago, October ll and 12 

Los Angeles, November 22 and 23 

For further information, contact 
Lethal Force Institute at P.O. Box 122, 
Concord , NH, 03301 (603) 224-6814 

l " 
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-i 8ROWNELLS CATALOG #39 
... ·~ ~- Designed for 
~- '111.r ~ The Gunsmiths - Dealers - Hobbyists 

~':'lit • Who Service the Needs of the Millions of 
-. · ~t:l:ti:! · Sportsmen & Target Shooters in the U.S. Today 
~.;:.~:~ ~~~ 

- 8ROWNELLS 4 , __ . : .. .. .:. 
Dedicated to the principle that the man who works on gu ns deserves 
the Best possible in supplies •Imm ediate service from in·stock 
inventories •Personal association with knowledgeable gun people 
•Con stant adjustment in product performance. 

SELECTED FOR THE SELECT 
For the trade are tools for every need •Chemicals for every application •Supplies for every operation 
•Accessories for from crown to buttplate, to shoot, to service, to repair, to re-build or build the Gun 
•Electroless nickel plating •Wood carving tools •Engraving supplies •Hot and cold gun bluing 
•Special glass bedding - Acraglas - Acraglas Gel. 

Price SJ.50* - FREE TO QUALIFIED GUNSMITHS/DEALERS (FULL & PART TIME) 
Serious Gunnuts & Hobbyists (Our new regular customers of the future): Ask, and we will send Federal Firearms Licensing 
procedures with your $3.50 catalog order. For the good of the entire shooting Fraternity we are anxious to help you get 
started as a legitimate professional - full or part time - or enhance your guncraft. The future fate of shooting in any area 
depends on the activity of the local gunsmith. YOU can both serve and enjoy! *Refunded on 

*Foreign: $4.50 BnowNELL'-' I c 200 s . GROVE first $35.00 order "' ~. ft • MONTEZUMA, IOWA .50171 

Caliber Conversions 
Action Tuning 

Smythons Built 
Sq Butt to 

Rd Butt 

NU-LINE GUNS, INC. 
Dept. AH 

1053 CAULKS HILL ROAD 
HARVESTER, MISSOURI 63303 

(314) 447-4501/441-4500 

energy. 9mmnever had it so good. 

Magazine disco1111ect 
prei•enls firi11g when clip 
is re11101•ed. *JO-sbot 111agazi11e 

a1•ailableas a11 
accessory. 

Which makes the Model 9 perfect for plink
ing, small game or home defense. 

Theres a machined steel receiver. A 12-
shot clip magazine is standard~ One-piece 
magazine housing/trigger guard. A walnut 
finished hardwood stock. A receiver 
drilled and tapped for scope mounting. 
And a rubber butt pad. 

As for safety features , the Model 9 is 
crammed with them. A Garand-type 

Sta11dard 12-shot 
magazine. 

safety, manual bolt hold-open , last-shot automatic bolt 
hold-open , loaded chamber indicator, and magazine 
disconnect, which prevents firing when the clip has 

been removed. 
But best of all , the Model 9 has a price that you just have 

to see to believe. 
The Model 9 Camp Carbine. If 

See your gun defiler. Or write H-..... ljn 
Marlin Firearms Co ., 100 Kenna ,;tnUn~ 

Drive, North Haven , CT 06473. America's Largest Riflemaker 
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The finest handgun grips are now available in Soft Rubber. 
For a FREE brochure, information and the location of your 
nearest Hogue dealer call today. Models to fit all popular 
revolvers and automatics starting at $12.95. 

CALL TOLL FREE 

1-800-GET GRIP 
IN CALIFORNIA CALL 805 I 466-6266 

HOGUE GRIPS originator and maker of the 
MONOGRIP "' has them all• Fancy Hardwoods 
• Original Nylon and now Soft Rubber. 

In unavailable at a dealer close by, order direct. 

Kleen-Bore offers three of the best and most 
fully equipped field kits ... rods, oil, brushes, 
patches and cloths. They are packaged in a 
professionally designed nylon pouch with velcro 
compartments and belt attachment. 
Available in black or camouflage. 

The Universal Kit cleans handguns, 
rifles and shotguns. The All-Caliber 
Kit is for rifles or handguns .22-.45 
caliber. The M-16 Kit is made for 
.223 caliber cleaning. The Nylon 

;~h;=~:~~:~:::""" ~7 
Shooting Anywhere 
Kleen-lore 
Field Cleaning Ki~s 

-V/S.O -

Dh., c:Say Can <you c:Su:. Those Invisible Sights? 
Try Lee's Fluorescent Sight Kits. 

LEE'S RED RAMPS 
.125" 

Mini Kit · one color (your choice) sixty sights . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . • . . . • . $16.95 
Regular Kit ·one color (your choice) 125 sights . . . $27.95 
Deluxe Kit · Four colors (your choice) 250 sights . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . $45.00 

Colors available: Red, Orange, Yellow, White, Green, Blue, and Pink. 
Illustrated instructions provided. No tools provided. 

Spring Kits 
S&W K, N, & L Frames (Target or Police and Hunting) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $11.95 
S&W J Frame. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • $7.95 
Ruger double action except Redhawk and GP·100 (Target or Police and Hunting). $7.95 
Ruger single action (New Model) ..... : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7.95 
Dan Wesson .357 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • . . $7.95 

Lee's Custom Blue 
Developed expressly for matching cold blue to hot blue. This blue is especially good when used with our ramp 
kits. It will not attack the acrylic sight and will not mar existing hot blue. It has no after smell and was an instant 

success at the Shot Show. 

1 oz. $10.00; 2 oz. $15.00; 4 oz. $25.00; 16 oz. $55.00 

Lee's White Outline Sights 
White outline blades for Ruger, Colt, Micro, Virginia Dragoon . . . . ...... . ...• . •........•..... 

Will not fit Elliason or S & W. 
.090" Aperture white outline blade for longer barrels ........ . 

Dealers call or write for discounts. 
You may order by check, money order, Visa, MasterCharge, or COD to: 

$4.95 

$7.50 

Lee's Red Ramps, Dept. AHG, 7252 East Avenue U-3, Littlerock, CA 93543, Phone: (805) 944-4487 
California residents add 6% sales tax. Minimum order on credit card $20.00. 

Hours are 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. California time, 7 days a week. 

CONVERSATION 
Co11ti11ued from page 40 

course that we run on weekends, a five-day 
intermediate pistol course for people who are 
a little more serious about learning defensive 
tactics, and an advanced pistol course that 
goes very deeply into techniques and meth
ods. We have a police survival course open 
only to police officers, and we do a lot of 
work with special military units. 
JW: How much personal involvement do you 
have in teaching the classes? 
RC: I teach all the intermediate and 
advanced police survival courses. Our 
instructors teach familiarization, shotgun 
and handgun courses. We have one morning 
of lecturing on the first day of each of the 
courses. From then on, I do all the demon
strations and additional lecturing right on the 
range. 
JW: When you receive an inquiry from a 
prospective student who's just starting out 
and doesn't own a gun, what do you recom
mend he buy? 
RC: It depends on what he wants to do with 
the gun and why he's taking the course. If the 
gun is for home protection or if he's entering a 
job in which he's going to carry a weapon, I'll 
recommend a good quality revolver. If he 
plans to get into competition, I'll suggest a 
.45 semi-automatic. 
JW: Is there such an animal as an all-around 
choice for a carry gun? 
RC: There are a lot of things to consider 
when you carry a gun for self-defense. For 
one thing, you're going to be excited when 
you're forced to use it, your adrenalin starts 
flowing, you lose fine motor coordination, so 
you can't have a light trigger. I recommend 
31/z to 4 pounds. High-visibility sights are a 
must, and night sights are very important 
because most gunfights occur at night. My 
holster pistols - my Officer's Model, my 
Commanders , my five-inch Government 
models - all have night sights. 

Every person has to be evaluated individ
ually. Most women would not be comfortable 
carrying a .45 . A woman needs something 
she can control, because three or four well 
placed shots are better than one or two fast, 
hot misses. 

On the other hand , a big, strong guy who 
can handle a .45 should have one because I 
think the .45 is the best fighting handgun ever 
made. But it isn't for everybody. Some people 
are better off with a revolver because they 
can't master the techniques of shooting a 
semi-automatic pistol. Most beginners do 
much better with a revolver because they 
don't have to think about anything except 
picking the weapon up, putting the sight on 
the target and stroking the trigger. They don't 
have to worry about taking safeties off or 
keeping their finger off the trigger. They can 
concentrate on sight picture and stroke the 
trigger. But after they've practiced for a while 
and they've learned how to handle it, they'll 
alw~ys shoot J;>etter with the ~ 
serru-automat1c. "' 
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We ac Nip It in che Bud'"'. would 
Hke co chank All of You who are already 
enjoying the extended pleasure of your 
outdoor leisure activities by using our 
All Natural Insect Repellent 

For those of You who haven't 
tried our All Natural Insect Repellent , 
and want co. Look for our Counter Top 
Display, or have your Deale:r Order 
Directly from Nip It in the Bud'"' 
12706 Calira St., N. Hollywood, CA 91607 
1-818-762-2600 

TYLER'S "T" GRIP 
BETTER SHOOTING ......... .. 
with this improved 
cost Aluminum Grip 
ADAPTOR. For Colt, 
S & W ond Ruger D.A. 
Revolvers. DURABLE, PRAC
f ICAL-EASY TO INSTALL. 
THREE ATTRACTIVE FINISH COLORS. 
POLISHED or BLACK $6.00; GOLD $6.50 

TYLER'S TRIGGER SHOE 
Durable light weigh t co st aluminum for Colts, S & W , 
Ruger and other modern pistol s, rif les and shotgun s. 
POLISHED or BLACK $4.50; GOLD FINISH $5.00 
AT YOUR FAVORIT E DEALER OR ORDER DIRECT. Send 
make & mode l of gun. No C.O.D.'s please. Add $1.00 
far Shipping Chorges. Fully Guaranteed. Genuine 
Stag-Wood & Synthetic Gun Grips & Accessories . 

Buck Knives-Hand-made leather Holsters & Belts . 

New! IVOREX® GUN GRIPS 
MELVIN TYLER MFG. AND DIST. 

1326 w. Britton Rd . • Oklahoma City, Okla. 73114 
Call toll free 800-654-8415 Outside Oklahoma 

The New Peregrine (M/84) ~ 
Made the MMC Way ~ 

Serving you 

Free Brochure 

New Production 
Price $42.99 

For Colt Type 1911 & 

Browning High Power Pistols 

MINIATURE MACHINE CO. 
210 E. Poplar St. - Deming, NM 88030 

(505) 546-2151 

~ 

Look No Further 

has 'em! 
Grooves bullets 
17 to 45 caliber 

Works for 
straight wall 
cases too 

Ask your dealer, if he 
doesn't have them, send $2 
for complete C-H Reloading Equipment 
catalog, $3 back on first order over $25 

104 

C-H TOOL & DIE CORPORATION 
Dept AH, 106 North Harding Street 

Owen, Wisconsin 54460 

ROSS 
SEYFRIED 

IPSC 
WORLD 
CHAMPION 
Intervi.ew by John Toppenberg 

The 1981. IPSC World IUlmpion speaks out on 
ractical, shooting, Jeff Cooper and IPSC 

'hooting today. 

AH: When did you first get serious about the 
.45? 
RS: I was about 27 when I got a Swenson 
Commander. It was the gun I used to win the 
Rocky Mountain Championship and qualify 
for the US. Nationals in 1977. I still carry that 
gun. 
AH: When you first entered IPSC competi
tion, did you have the World Championship 
in mind? 
RS: Not really. It was the great elusive but
terfly; something to strive for. After the 
World Championship in 1979, when I was 
third and won the man-on-man competition, I 
thought I had shot well enough to win with 
one very glaring mistake. This made me 
pretty dangerous in 1981. I was prepared to 
win then, and did. 
AH: Do you have any concerns for the future 
of/PSC? 
RS: I think so. I owe it a great deal because 
it's done a lot for my life. I'm concerned that 
people now involved in IPSC are viewing it 
from too narrow a scope-taking it too per
sonally. They seem to be afraid to look 
beyond where they are now and their own 
personal goals to what shooting could be. 
AH: Where can sl;zooting go? 
RS: Becau_se shooting carries a public 
stigma, it's not going to be easy. Given the 
right public relations, the right spokesman, 
the right image, and constant nurturing, it can 
become at least a minor athletic sport, as 
related to tennis or golf. 

It has to be cultivated beyond shooting and 
shooters. It has to go to the man or woman 
who doesn't shoot, but does enjoy athletic 
endeavor of any kind. It has to be a good 
show with marketable spectator appeal. 
AH: What kind of public relations should we 
strive for relative to practical shooting? 
RS: It's two-fold. First, we must speak to the 
media that covers sports and let them know 
that practical shooting is a sport. Explain to 
them what we are doing and why. 

Secondly, I think we need to enhance the 
visibility of the tournaments. We need to use 
electronic timers that are visible to the spec
tators and continue our efforts toward visual 
targets and create an atmosphere of suspense 
that a spectator can immediately appreciate 
without it having to be explained. 
AH: The NRA, through Jeff Cooper, will be 
coming out with a new practical program for 

The NRA has no idea of 
hat the practical, use of 

arms is. Jeff Cooper, 
1n the other hand, has an 
;aeal,ized view of what 
· should be. 

rifle, shotgun and handguns. What are your 
thoughts on that ? 
RS: I fear a battle between the two extremes 
in practical shooting. The NRA has no idea 
of what the practical use of arms is. Jeff 
Cooper, on the other hand , has an idealized 
view of what it should be. While the NRA 
would probably like to ignore power factor
ing and holster rules, Jeff would have rules to 
govern these, as well as the guns themselves. 
Most of these things are best left alone-or 
controlled through course design. 

I do hope some of these things can be 
worked out and the sport allowed to advance 
as it should. The potential of practical shoot
ing is tremendous. 
AH: Jeff Cooper has been the guiding light 
behind many advances in small arms tech
niques. W1zat are your observations on his 
accomplishments? 
RS: I consider him a great {riend-a good 
enough friend that I have the audacity to 
disagree with him. Jeff was a great supporter 
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If you don't subscribe to GUNS, 
there's no telling what you'll 

have to do to get it: .. 

"Oka~ so who wants the Custom Gun section?" 

Or at least part of it. 
It could be only a matter of time before your 

local newsstand curator is forced to ration off ' 
the last copy of GUNS, one section at a time. 

Fortunately GUNS Magazine has something 
for everybody, so if it came down to rationing 
you would have a very good chance of getting 
your favorite section, but why take the chance? 

The popularity of GUNS makes it one of the 
fastest selling newsstand publications around. 
That's probably why more people have decided 
to subscribe than ever before. If you're not one 
of them, someday you could come away from 
the newsstand with a little less of GUNS than 
you'd hoped for. 

Don't settle for part of GUNS when you can 
get the whole thing every month by subscrib
ing. You won't miss a word on Gunsmithing, 
benchresting, handloading, handguns, or any 
other GUNS feature. You'll save money too! A 
two year subscription will save you $23.15 off 
the newsstand price. 

So get all of GUNS, every month. Subscribe 
today! Use the adjoining order card or write to: 
GUNS MAGAZINE Dept. 96, P.O. Box 85201, 
San Diego, CA 92138 

The Finest In The Firearms 
Field For Over 30 Years. 
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1J1rrha ~ttu §l1uµ 
CUSTOM COMPETITION HANDGUNS 

GET A GRIP ON YOUR "45" 
AND REDUCE RECOIL 

__Advant!l!Je Grip System 
FEATURES: 
* Guaranteed 17% recoil reduction 

* Improved shot to shot recovery 

* Quicker sight picture alignment 

* Thick tapered hand filling grips 

* Distributes recoil forces better 

* Promotes a more consistant grip 

* Built in magazine loading chute 

* Milled for ambidexterous safety 

* Simple screw on installation 

New improved Advantage Grip System complete 
with checkered walnut stocks, $46.00 - Add $3.00 
postage and handling. California residents add 6'h% 
Sales Tax. Dealer inquiries invited. Write for addi
tional information , brochure and mathematical cal
culations to prove the recoil reduction. 

For more information or C.O.D. orders 
ca ll toll free 1 (800) 634-2255. 
In California 1 (800) 847-4663 and ask for 
Ext. 210. 

Jack !!!.~~~~Yo!~~ •cc.'!!.r,gntaqe 
P.O. BOX 828, WHITTIER, CA 90608 (213) 695-4134 

THE EQUALIZER 
MAJOR Caliber 9mm BROWNING Compesaior System. 
13 Round capacity - Superb accuracv - Total reliability 

Send $2 . for complete 
information 
If you call please call 
9am to Noon CST 
Ask for Bill 

I 
CYLINDER & SLIDE SHOP, INC. 
P.O. Box 937 
Fremont, NE 68025 
Ph. : (402) 721-4277 

of me in my competition. In order to preserve 
what Jeff set out to do, I feel he has made 
errors in being overly conservative in what 
he will publicly condone. 

He still loves competition and it bothers 
him to see it go as far as it has toward the 
"gamesman" aspect of the sport - and he is 
right in many ways. A large misunderstand
ing has been directed toward Jeff by those 
that would have allowed movement away 
from the basics of accuracy, power and 
speed. 

Jeff has found it necessary to counter-bal
ance that by perhaps going too far toward the 
"martial artist" aspect. It is important for the 
world to know that he understands; it's just 
difficult for us to think on his level. 
AH: Any chance of your re-entering 
competition? 
RS: Not only no- but Hell No! 
AH: Whats your reason for that? 
RS: Once I had satisfied my desires in com
petitive shooting, there wasn't much left. I 
still love the game, but I have too much pride 
to just come out and shoot at any level of 
preparation or skill. 
AH: What are your thoughts on the current 
state of evolvement of competition 
handguns? 
RS: There is a great injustice being done 
here. Guns are being given credit for win
ning- but guns are not winning, people are. 

Guns can be modified to complement a 
shooter's skill, but compared to all the other 
factors that go into winning, the degree of 
advantage is minute. 

A winning gun must be reliable, have a 
sophisticated trigger, a magazine that will 
allow rapid reloads and the best sights 
obtainable. Outwardly, the gun I won the 
World Championship with was fairly 
unsophisticated . Yet inwardly, it was among 
the best in the world. 

The greatest loss in all of this is the new 
competitor who is threatened by all the por
ted , extended muzzle gimmick guns that he 
now believes are essential to win. In truth, he 
can win with much less gun, and a little more 
determination. 
AH: Any recommendations for an aspiring 
practical competitor? 
RS: Buy lots of primers, powder, brass and 
bullets. One thing is essential- if you get 
close to winning, don't try to buy the last step 
with equipment. Beat the problem mentally, 
not with equipment. 
AH: Do you have any specific goals at this 
point in your life ? 
RS: First, I would like to someday look at 
myself as a professional hunter in Africa and 
say that I had enough skill to make myself 
happy. It's an incredible challenge. 

I would like, through my efforts as a 
writer, to be able to turn around shooting and 
advance it beyond what it has ever been, to 
where it's again publicly acceptable. Not only 
tournament shooting, but also hunt
ing. I would like to try to ensure that that 
which we love - the shooting sports-not 
only continues to exist, llmilM-
but even grows. ~ 
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Sharpen your instincts for survival and im
prove your shooting skills. Plus, increase 
your technical knowledge as national train
ing experts and champion shooters such as 
John Pride, L.A.P.D. Firearms Instructor and 
national Municipal Champion Shooter, and 
Dale Vannatter, Chief Firearms Instructor, 
Indiana Law Enforcement Training Academy, 
teach you! 

Join the 18,000memberstrong-POLICE 
MARKSMAN ASSOCIATION. In its 9th year, 
P.M.A. is dedicated to officer survival through 
Innovative and continuous training and 
knowledge of the law. 

The game is SURVIVAL on the streets. 
That's why we adhere to the principle that 
OFFICER SURVIVAL doesn't stop with de
partmental training - it's just the beginning! 
It's your life that Is on the line every day on the 
ltreets - and it is your responsibility to stay 
In shape. As a P.M.A. member, you'll be kept 
up-to-date on essential tactics you need to 
perform more effectively in the line of duty 
while giving yourself maximum protection. 
Knowing how to react during armed encoun
ters may even save your life. 

From becoming survival sensitive to im
proving your shooting skills, you'll get more 
out of THE POLICE MARKSMAN ASSOCIA
TION because we put more into it. Here is 
what you get when you join our group! 

GET THESE GREAT 
MEMBER BENEFITS 

POLICE MARKSMAN MAGAZINE - With 
your P.M.A. membership you receive a year's 
subscription to POLICE MARKSMAN Maga
zine - our official association publication a 
reading must for every officer. Exciting in
depth articles cover equipment, legal as
pects, combat shooting, departmental train
ing programs such as street survival simula
tion and much more. They'll teach you how to 
gain more confidence, improve your ability to 
react, and help you stay alive! 

? 
I 

Join by Nov. 30, 1986 
. and receive a free Zakey handcuff 

key and PMA Decal. 

PLUS •.• you'll receive th ... extra member 
benefltal 

• PMA Membership Cerd 
• Special Buying SerYlce 
• Ellglblllty for PMA Com,,.tltlon Awards 
• PMA Decal 
• FREE Renewal Gear 
• Dlacount• at PMA Olllcer Sul'Ylnl Seminars 

Don't wait, join your friends. Fill in the 
coupon below and mail it along with your 
annual dues to Police Marksman, 6000-8 
Shirley Lane, Montgomery, AL 36117. 

6000-8 Shirley Lane, Montgomery, AL 36117 

o Yes! Enroll,me as a member of P.M.A. as indicated below. If I am not completely satis
fied I _will notify you and you will refund the unused portion of my dues. 

o Full-Fledged Member. 1 yr. - $15- Eligible for all PMA Benefits (open only to recog
nized law enforcement personnel) . $12 is applied to PMA Magazine. 

D 2 Yr. - $28.50 D 3 yr. - $42.50 D 10 yr. - $139.50 D Life - $375.00. 
o Associate Member. 1 yr. - $12 (THE POLICE MARKSMAN Magazine only) Open to 

interested shooters. 
o Dues Enclosed o Bill me on a trial basis (I can take up to 2 Issues to decide). If I am 

not completely satisfied, I will simply return my invoice marked CANCEL, with no 
further obligation. 

Name ________________ Home Phone ________ _ 

Street Address --------------------------

City ___________ s tate ________ Zip _______ _ 

Member No. 0 New Member o Renewing 

Charge my o VISA D MC # ______________ Exp. Date ____ _ 

L 
Allow 2-3 weeks delivery for premium . J --------------------------------



FORT KNOX 
SECURITY PRODUCTS 

THE STANDARD OF EXCELLENCE! 
•Burglar 

Proof 
Concealed 
Hinge 
Systems 

• Fire 
Protection 
Avai lable 
All Models 

•New Rack 
and Pinion 
Mechanism 

Call o r Write 
for Informat ion 

1051 N. INDUSTRIAL 
PARK RD. 

OREM, UTAH, 
U.S.A. 84057 

PH. #1·801 ·224-7233, 
1-800·821-5216 

Texas 
residents add 
Sales Tax. 

AMERICAN SALES & MFG. 
BOX 677, LAREDO, TX 78040 
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By Charles E. Petty 

As a novice to combat shooting I embarked 
./"\..upon the "Do It Yourself Comp Gun" 
(American Handgunner Nov./Dec. , 1985) 
project with a great deal of enthusiasm. As I 
built the gun I used the same principles, 
although deliberately a little looser, that I 
have used for years in building bullseye guns. 
I was naturally curious about what effect, if 
any, hanging that compensator off the end of 
the barrel would have on accuracy. 

To a bullseye purist, accuracy is deter
mined by at least three 10-shot groups from a 
machine rest at 50 yards. A good gun should 
shoot groups no larger than the ten-ring of a 
bullseye target. 

Before you scoff that such accuracy isn't 
required for combat, isn't it logical that the 
measure of accuracy should be at the longest 
range normally encountered? Some IPSC 
matches have shots at 50 yards and there 
seems to be a trend toward longer shots in 
some matches·. A friend told me about a 
match with an 80 yard stop plate. If the gun is 
capable of only eight-inch groups and you 
have to try to hit an eight-inch "Pl.' ring, the 
odds may be against you . In any case, every 
shooter needs all the help he can get. He's got 
enough to worry about with his own perfor
mance. He should not have to be afraid that 
his gun may launch one into the next county 
on its own. So, within the limits of price and 
reliability, IPSC guns need to be capable of 
reasonable accuracy. To paraphrase Towns
end Whelen, "Only accurate pistols are 
interesting." 

In the course of talking to other gunsmiths 
I got conflicting opinions about the effect of 
compensators. Some said there would be 
none, while others said the thing wouldn't 
shoot for beans. Obviously I had to find out 
for myself. One of the people who said there 
would be no effect was Bill Wilson and, since 
he sells two different compensator kits that 
use the same barrel, I asked him if he would 
furnish one of t6e comps from his Comp-II 
kit. That way I would be able to test the effect 
of two different comps (I had already bought 
the LE-K kit that I used for the article) on the 
same gun . If there was any effect on 
accuracy, this would show it for sure. 

As I see it there are two possible adverse 
effects. In order for the compensator princi
ple to be effective the outer hole of the expan
sion chamber must be as small as possible 
and I have seen some that were only a few 
thousandths over nominal bore diameter. 
That means that there must be a truly parallel 
relationship between the bore and comp. If it 
isn't, there is a chance that the bullet can hit 
the comp with the predictable result of send
ing the whole thing flying downrange. 

A second cause for concern is that the 
muzzle of the barrel must be absolutely 
square and perpendicular to the bore. It 
would obviously be hard to measure, but if it 
weren't there would be a chance for gas to 
escape unevenly around the bullet as it leaves 
the barrel and a yaw effect could be pro
duced. The recessed crowns seen on PPC 
guns and some automatics are an effort to 
insure this relationship. In either case, pre
cise machining is required . 

My test was really rather simple. I shot the 
gun, as built, with the LE-K comp in place; 
removed it and shot the gun again (without 
ever taking it out of the Ransom rest) and then 
went back to the bench, installed the Comp-
11, and shot it again. Each series fired three 
10-round groups with four different types of 
ammunition : Federal 230 gr. ball , 
Winchester 230 gr. ball, Federal 185 gr. wad
cutter and Winchester 185 gr. wadcutter. For 
the purposes of the test I used only factory 
ammunition. I was trying to reduce variables 
to a minimum so, although reloads are a 
logical topic for further investigation, I chose 
not to use them this time. In other words, 
everything was done to keep the tests as 
simple and objective as possible. The 
weather was the same both days, and wind 
was not a factor. 

Any difference in accuracy would be 
caused by the comp. As a further check, I 
fired several groups through a bullseye gun 
that has been repeatedly machine rested and 
whose accuracy potential is well known. It 
delivered consistent 21h 11 groups and con
vinced me that the ammo, and my machine 
rest technique, were up to par. As you can see 
from the accompanying table, there is no 
practical difference between the three sets of 
conditions. Obviously, based on testing only 
one manufacturer's comp, I can't conclude 
that all makes will shoot the same way, but it 
is encouraging to note the similarity of results 
here. Even though accuracy may not be a 
primary goal of practical shooting, I think 
this shows that it is possible to have a com
pensated gun capable of near bullseye 
accuracy that still functions flawlessly (as this 
one does). Shooter's egos are sometimes 
fragile things and some will need to be able to 
blame the gun, but the majority will be reas-
sured to know that a major ..... 
variable has been removed . ~ 

Average of three ten-shot groups 

AMMO 
Federal W/C 
Winchester W/C 
Federal ball 
Winchester ball 

(Inches) 
NO COMP LE-K ACCU-COMP II 

3.5 3.2 3.6 
3.75 3.4 2.B 
3.5 3. 75 3.75 
3.2 3.B 3.75 
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"PRECISION MADE CARTRIDGES" 

Officer John_ ~~~~~structor, L.A.PD. 
Firearms Train . I Police Olympic 

984 lnternationa 
• 1 ·on Com-Pistol Chamr:i1 National Police • 1985 Canadian 

bat Champion 



INDUSTRY INSIDER 
JERRY RAKUSAN 

WATCH OUT FOR BAD, BAD HANDGUNS; 
IPSC TURNS TO S&W .AS SECOND CHOICE 

I 'm going to use this space to take a hand
gunner's look at the McClure-Volkmer 

Firearms Owners Protection Act recently 
passed by the House of Representatives. 
While the rest of the pro-gun people are 
claiming a victory, we hand gunners got a slap 
in the face. 

The bill provides, among other things, that 
rifles and shotguns can now be traded or 
purchased out of state in face-to-face situa
tions. But not handguns! 

This means that a guy who wants to buy an 
Uzi carbine can go to another state and pur
chase one, as long as the transaction is made 
face-to-face, and the purchase does not vio
late any of the laws of the seller's or pur
chaser's state. 

But the guy who wants to purchase a .45 
auto out of state - he has to go through all of 
the bureaucratic red tape fostered by the 
GCA68. 

In watching the political gyrations during 
the hearings on the McClure-Volkmer bill, I 
learned some "truths" from the anti-gunners 
who testified. I learned for instance that there 
are "good" guns and "bad" guns. Handguns, I 
was told, are "bad" guns, but there are also 
bad, "bad" guns. 

The guns that turned the Shields and Brady 

pt11i(•li1f.jl•1!f.1~ilii:ll~[CJ1'J:(•I•1W 

------------~ 1111Leam the PROPER way to tune a 45 auto for1111 
=full reliability under Combat & Competition.'
lll_!YOU wi ll be taught by Bi ll Laughridg e o f Cyl inder & I 
i111 s 11de in an INTENSIVE 1 week hands·on cou rse. YOU 1111 

1
111.! w ill perf orm all mod if icat ions under the guidance of '

Mr. Laughridge. Course wil l consis t of mod i f ic at ion ~ 
~and install at ion of most prac t ica l combat acces- = 
'- sories to your 45 . , 

ill For complete course information , send ill 
=$2.00 for brochure. Ill.! 

J! CYLINDER & SLIDE, INC. I I P.O. Box 937 I 
ill Fremont , NE 68025 ill 
~ (402) 721-4277 ~ 
... ____________ ...,.. 

families into anti-gun advocates were bad 
guns, and because they were handguns, they 
were bad, bad guns. 

If this kick in the butt of hand gunners does 
nothing else, it should emphasize the need for 
all of us to separate the sporting use of hand
guns from the criminal use. We can do this by 
our words, by our deeds, by the image we 
project, and by our participation in local, 
state and federal legislative battles. 

There were a hell of a lot of handgunners 
who donated time, skills and money into the 
fight for passage of the McClure-Volkmer 
bill, and attained the lifting of restrictions for 
riflemen and shotgunners. I hope long gun
ners don't forget this fact when the handgun
ners are faced with the fight to give us as 
much freedom as others. 

In the meantime, because I learned that 
there are good guns and bad guns, I'm going 
to try to get some of those so-called experts to 
exanline my gun collection. I want them to 
tell me which of my guns are good and which 
are bad. I sure as hell don't want one of my 
bad guns to go out and commit a crime while 
I'm not looking. 

S& W's IPSC Model 647 
The following letter was received regard

ing our report of the limited run of Smith & 

SKEETER SKELTON,S 
CUSTOM GRIP DESIGN 

Now available in 
exotic woods of your 
choice. Traced 
outline of gun hand 
assures a tailored 
grip fit. Send SASE 
for FREE brochure. 

Bear Hug Grips 
P.O. Box 25944, AH 
Colorado Springs, CO 
80936 • (303) 598-5675 

CJUADRA-LDK tm FOR YOUR .45 
DROP-IN COMPETITION BARREL SYSTEMS 

1 Guaranteed Zero-Clearance Lock-Up 1 Installs in Seconds
-NO Fitting 1 Will NOT Shoot Loose 

1 Match Grade S.S. Bull Brls . 
1 Buffered Captive Recoil 

System 1 Ported & 
Compensated Versions 

s139 95* 

*Std. Kit Price 

(+ $3 .SOS&H) 
( + $1 .90 COD) 

C€ntaUR SySt€ffiS, tnC. Brochure $1 .00--Dealer Pricing Available 
Suite 114/15127 NE 24th/Redmond , WA 98052-5530 Phone: (206) 392-8472 

Wesson pistols for the IPSC 10th 
Anniversary. 

American Handgunner: 
Re. Your issue of March-April, 1986-

lndustry Insider. 
Regarding our agreement with Smith & 

Wesson, 1 would like to inform you that the 
number of 647 to be manufactured will be a 
first series of 5,000 which will be followed by 
a second series, also of 5,000. 

Jn no case will more than 10,000 (be) man
ufactured for the JPSC Shooters all around 
the world. 

As to the question of why did such a deal be 
concluded with Smith & Wesson and not with 
Colt, I would like to inform you that the deal 
was proposed to Colt in November 1984, 
where the general idea was to link our 10th 
Anniversary with the 150th Anniversary of 
Colt. 

The general idea was accepted by Gary 
French, President, and Bob Platkin, Market
ing Manager; but after several letters where 
details of the fature guns were finalized, I 
received a letter from Keith McKenzie, Man
ager of the Custom Gun Shop of Colt, who 
unfortunately informed me that Colt had to 
withdraw from the proposed deal. 

Immediately after receiving this letter; 
contact was made with Mr. Richard Mackney 
(of Smith and Wesson) who was extremely 
helpfal in developing the 647 commem
orative pistol to our specifications and 
arranging the whole deal. 

I am sure that the above information will 
be helpfal. 

J. P Denis, President 
International Practical Shooting 

Confederation 
Brussels, Belgium 

A Look Ahead 
In writing this part of the column it is 

difficult if not impossible for me to separate 
the American Handgunner from handgun
ning, for where handgunning goes, that's 
where the magazine will follow. Hopefully, 
there may even be such times in the future 
when we will lead , not follow, the course of 
hand gunning. 

In my dreams of the future, I can see the 
20th Anniversary issue of the Handgunner, 
wherein the president of the Coalition of 
Handgun Shooting Sports (comprising dele
gations from IPSC, NRA Action Shooting, 
IHMSA, PPC, Steel Challenge, Handgun 
Hunters International, yes, and even Western 
Fast Draw) sends us a letter of congratula
tions on our 20th year. 

I see this coalition as a major force in the 
promotion and promulgation of handgun
ning. Even more, I see this coalition, with its 
million members, as a forceful educational 
and lobbying group. 

I see it with its own cable TV show-hell, 
as long as we're dreaming, its own cable TV 
network. 

Of course, this would mean that the prac
tical shooters would have to stop sneering at 
the gamesmen, and the gamesmen would try 
a bit of handgun hunting before condemning 
it. This would also mean a commissioner 
with the wisdom of Solomon. But it ...... 
sure sounds great to me. ~ 
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''Our direction 
is toward perfection ... " 

~~ 
See your local Ruger Dealer and inspect the new GP- I 00 revolver, or write 
to us for complete details. 

'~ 1986. S1urm. Ruger& Company. Inc. 

Rl 'CER ii, ;1 l ' .S. n:gisLcred trademark 

ALL RUGER FIREARMS ARE DESIGNED AND MANUFACTURED IN RUGER FACTORIES IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA BY 

STURM, RUGER & Company, Ine. 
2 Lacey Place, Southport, Connecticut 06490 

SEE RUGER FIREARMS ANO OBTAIN A FREE CATALOG FROM YOUR LOCAL DEALER. FREE INSTRUCTION MANUALS FOR ALL RUGER FIREARMS ARE AVAILABLE ON REQUEST- PLEASE SPECIFY MODEL FOR WHICH YOU NEED A MANUAL 



AS CLOSE TO CUSTOM AS YOU CAN GET 
RIGHT OUT OF THE BOX 

Now you can have power and 
all-around versatility in one multi
purpose revolver- the Smith 
& Wesson Model 586/686 .357 
Distinguished Combat Mag
num~ It's the most durable 
(and imitated) .357 Magnum 
built today. 

This sturdy six-shot, de
signed to take the heat of 
continuous .357 Magnum 
loads, has established itself 
as the favorite of pol ice marks
men and sporting shooters. 
And with eighteen variations to 
choose from, you 're sure to find 
just the combination of finishes, 
triggers, sights and barrel lengths 
you 're looking for - right out of 
the box. 

Compare the selection of cus
tom features available immediate
ly without special ordering. 

Carbon or stain less steel frames 
with removable sideplate (for easy 

inspection) and 4", 6" or 8%" bar
rels. Blue, nickel or satin stainless 

finishes. Smooth combat or ser
rated target triggers. Plain or white 
outline micrometer click rear 
sights adjustable for windage 
and elevation . 

And that's not all. Our Model 
586/686 is now available with 
either a red ramp or an· adjustable 
four-position front sight on 6" and 
8%" barrels, making this the only 
production .357 Magnum revolver 

offering a fully adjustable front 
sight. Each position adjusts in

dividually with a positive 
"click" for a fast change in 
elevation or range without 
rear sight adjustment. So 
now you can match the power 
of heavy loads with the speed 
of rapid front sight adjust
ment for maximum accuracy 
whether hunting , metallic 
si I houette or target shooting. 

Power. Speed. Custom 
features. Versatility ... value. 

It's all there in one quality hand
gun. When you want one gun for 
every type of recreational shooting. 

YOU WANT IT 
TO BE A SMITH. 

~~~~.~~ 
Springfield, MA 01102-2208 

RR RedRampFrontSightlnsert AF Adjustable Front Sight RS P/ainRearSight WO WhiteOutlineRearSightNotch TI Target Trigger CT Combat Trigger 
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