


PRECISION PROGRESSIVE 
RELOADING PRODUCTS 

from Dillon Precision 
Dillon Precision's RLSSO. 
The World's most versatile progressive reloader. 
The Dillon RL550 is available in over 115 different rifle and pistol calibers. Automatic 
powder and primer systems combined with interchangeable die holding tool heads 
make the Dillon RL550 incredibly simple for a beginner, as well as quickly producing 
match grade ammo for the professional. Ross Seyfried says in Guns and Ammo 
Magazine, "Dollar for dollar, combined with their Customer Service, the Dillon RL550 
is the greatest reloading machine on the face of the earth." Factory direct $234.95. 

The New 
Square Deal. 

The American Rifleman (May 1987) 
says, "Dillon's stated intent was to 

produce a progressive reloader that 
could be used by a beginner, at a 

cost that would be less than a conventional reloading setup. It would appear 
Dillon Precision has accomplished this." 

The Dillon Square Deal arrives from the factory ready to reload. Our drop-in 
insert dies are adjusted, you determine how much powder you want the 

automatic powder measure to throw and select the bullet depth. You place a 
fired cartridge into station one, a bullet at station three and pump the handle. 

The Square Deal resizes the fired round, installs a new primer, deposits powder 
in the case, seats the bullet, crimps the bullet, indexes and ejects the reloaded 

round into the attached collection box, all automatically. 
The Dillon Square Deal is now available in 45acp, 38, 357, 44spec. 44mag, 9mm, 
45 Long Colt , 41mag, 380 and 38 Super calibers. Factory direct $145.00 Now with both Large and Small Powder Bars. 

SHINE? 
You bet your Brass! Dillon Precision has 
developed another exciting new product to 
make your reloading faster and easier. GFP90 
is the first cartridge case finish designed 
specifically to bring a brilliant shine and a 
protective coating to reloaded ammunition. 
Simply add several capfuls to the media in 
your tumbler and run. GFP90 has a great 
residual value and stays in your tumbling 
media, you 'll use less each time you clean 
your cases. Priced at $4.50 per 8 oz. bottle. 

MACNUM FL 2000 FACTORY DIRECT 
Designed by Reloaders who know the limits of 
the competition's machines. The new Dillon FL 
2000 Vibratory Cartridge Case Cleaner 
outshines the competition. It is the largest by 
far, with a 121/2 quart volume at full load. It does 
1300 38/357 or 550 30-06 cases per hour. Not 
only is our capacity greater, but our motors are 
larger in horsepower, internally cooled, thermally 
protected, turning on precision ball bearings. 
This is no "hobby" machine. The bowl and 
frame are high impact ABS material over 1/4 
inch thick. Factory Direct $125. 

DILLON RAPID LUBE 
Dillon Precision's development of an aerosol 
cartridge case lubricant was not an easy task, 
using it is. Simply lay your cases out, spray 
lightly with one or two passes and you 've 
done it. No mess, no guess work. Within 
minutes the lubricant distributes itself around 
the cartridge cases and you 're ready to load. 
Priced at $4.50, try a can . You 'll never use a 
grease pad again. 

The Dillon Eliminator 
When Dillon Precision decided to market a 
reloading scale, we had three requirements: 1. It 
had to be accurate (to 1/10 of a grain), 2. It had 
to be easy to use, 3. It had to be a quality 
product at a reasonable price. 
We went to you the reloader to choose a 
design. You chose the Dillon Eliminator. This 
precision instrument eliminates the guess work 
by a simple three poise balance beam. Easy to 
use for the Novice, precision accuracy for the 
professional. Factory Direct $39.95. 

Only Dillon Precision sells direct to the reloader, 
no middleman profits. Only Dillon has a 30 day 
money back guarantee. Only Dillon has this 
simple warranty: no fine print, no time limit, 
commercial reloader or hobbyist, 500 rounds or 
500,000 or more. If it breaks, we'll fix it free! (All 
electric motors are covered for 12 months.) 

• • rec1s1on 
Products, Inc. 

7442 E. Butherus Drive 
Scottsdale, PJ. 85260 



Proudly Presenting ... 

THE VIETNAM WAR COllHMORATIYHTHOIPSON 
The~ firing, collector /ongarm ever issued to honor 

the Americans who fought for freedom in Vietnam. 

"Bear any burden, 
Meet any hardship, 
Support any friend, 
Oppose any enemy .• • " 

JFK, 1961 

Like their father.; and older brothers who served at 
the Bulge, Okinawa and Pusan, our Vietnam 
Veterans served our nation for the same principles 

of "duty, honor, country" that have always guided our 
American fighting men in combat. 

And, like many dedicated Americans, the Thompson 
served proudly in all three wars. In fact, many Vietnam 
Veterans report that the Thompson was more highly 
sought after than any other weapon, due to its reliability 
under jungle conditions and the stopping power of the 
.45 ammo it fired - two characteristics found lacking in 
certain other military-issued weapons. 

Now, the American Historical Foundation is proud 
to honor our Vietnam Veterans through the issuance 
of the Vietnam War Commemorative Thompson. 

Limited Edition Of Only 1500 
This is the first commemorative longarm ever issued 

as a combat memorial to these brave Americans. Only 
1500 will be made in this strictly limited edition commis­
sioned by The American Historical Foundation and built 
to the Foundation 's specifications by the official maker of 
the famous Thompson, Auto-Ordnance Corporation. 
Each is specially serially numbered between 0001 and 
1500, with the prefix V (for Vietnam). 

This serial number is also inscribed on the accompa­
nying Certificate of Authenticity, which attests to the 
24 -karat gold plating and the edition limit. You will also 
receive firing instructions and a 20-round magazine , in 
the event you wish (or need) to fire it. 

For your ease of ownership, the Vietnam War Com­
memorative Thompson is being produced in a semiauto­
matic firing version. This means that no special license 
is required to own one. 

The Vietnam War Commemorative Thompson has 
already been classified as a Curio and Relic by BATF, an 
acknowledgment of its collectible status. 

Special Commemorative Features 
This Thompson is a real man's weapon, constructed 

of 12 pounds of steel and walnut, but hand built with 
special commemorative features. 

You sight across the 24-karat gold plated rear sight 
base and through the special, gold plated activator knob 
with a single rib, symbolic of the DMZ that divided the 
two Vietnams. The hiii:hly polished, gun-blued barrel is 
cut with 35 deep cooling fins and mounted with a mirror-

polished, 24-karat gold plated Cutts Compensator and 
front sight. 

Your finger curls around the 24-karat gold plated 
trigger, as your left hand and right arm grasp the Ameri­
can walnut stocks - original G.I. production - hand 
finished with seven coats of hand-rubbed lacquer and 
polished to a gleaming presentation grade. 

The stocks show off the 24-karat gold plated sling 
swivels, swivel mounts and screws which affix the black 
leather military sling. 

You cradle the precision-milled receiver, which is 
highly polished to highlight the roll-engraved and gold­
gilt infilled commemorative inscriptions. The presenta­
tion side bears our Flag, the Vietnam Service Medal, 
the famous Thompson "bullet" trademark and quota­
tions from both Presidents Kennedy and Reagan. The 
reverse bears the special serial number, the issuing 
organization and the Thompson patents. 

The shoulder stock is fitted with two, full-color, fired­
enamel cloisonne medallions, bearing a gold plated 
inscription in black - symbolic of the Vietnam War 
Memorial- surrounding a circularized yellow and red 
flag of the Republic of Vietnam. The pistol grip is fitted 
with a matching medallion embossed with the Great 
Seal of the United States and commemorative tributes. 

This Is A Firing Thompson! 
This no-nonsense Commemorative is a fully func­

tional, fir~ Thompson, chambered for the same famous, 
readily available, .45 ACP ammunition that G .I.s and 
American shooters have used since 1911. Because it fires 
in the semiautomatic mode, you do not need a special 
submachine ~n license to own "'ii":' Anyone Who can 
own a standardhunting rifle can own this Thompson 
Commemorative. And because it is a firing Thompson, 
it could be called upon to defend your home and family 
in the same manner in which it has defended American 
lives and freedoms for over 65 years. If you do not have 
a firearms license, we will coordinate delivery with you 
through your local firearms dealer after your reservation 
is received at Foundation Headquarters. If you do have 
a federal license, send a signed copy, and your Thompson 
will be delivered directly to you. 

Highly Collectible . 
Because of the extremely small edition limits and 

their availability as semiautomatics, Thompson com­
memoratives have become some of the most highly col­
lectible firearms in recent history. Previous Thompson 
commemoratives have been quickly fully subscribed 
and now bring significantly higher prices on the col­
lector market. 

A furniture-finished walnut display case, green vel-
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vet lined and fitted with an acrylic glass lid and three 
solid brass locks, is also available to show and protect 
your inveshnent. 

How to Reserve: Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Available exclusively from The American Historical 

Foundation, you may use the reservation form below 
or call toll free. Your satisfaction is guaranteed, or return 
for a full refund within one month. 

With your reservation, you will be made a Member 
of the Foundation and receive expert information con­
cerning the history, care and display of military arms 
and edged weapons. 

Prompt response is required if you are to be one of 
only 1500 men, museums and organizations worldwide 
who have the opportunity to own one of these extremely 
rare, firing showpieces. If the edition is sold out before 
your reservation is received, your deposit will be refunded 
and your name placed on a standby list. This special 
commemorative Thompson is assured a place of honor 
in any collection, and it provides a lasting, tangible link 
between those Americans who fought for freedom in 
Vietnam and their forebears of World War II and Korea. 

RESERVATION 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return in 30 Days for Full Refund 

To: The American Historical Foundation 
1142 West Grace Street, Dept. 061 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 
Telephone: (804) 353-1812 
24-hour, 7-day toll free: (800) 368-8080 

Yes, I wish to reserve the Vietnam War Commemorative 
Thompson, selectively plated with 24-karat gold, with roll­
engraved inscriptions and deluxe presentation-grade finish. 
O nly 1500 will be made. I will also receive a Certificate of 
Authenticity, membership in the Foundation and info rma­
tion concerning the history, care, d isplay and firing of the 
Thompson. 

0 My deposit of $95 (or credit card authorization) is en· 
closed . Please invoice (or charge my credit card) fo r the 
balance due: 

0 in four equal payments of $300. 
0 in full . 

D Please also send the optional furniture· fi nished walnut 
display case at $225 each. 

0 My payment in full is enclosed .($1295 per Thompson; 
display case, add $225.) 

Name .......•.. . . . .••..... • • . ... .. • .. ... .. •. .. .... .. • 

Address. 

For Visa, MasterCud o r American Express, send account number, 
expira tio n dat e and signature. Virg inia residents please add tax . 
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TRAIN WITH THE BEST 
The $64.00 question 

What do shooters like Rob Letham, Jerry 
Barnhart, John Pride, Charles Grabbatin, 
Brian Enos and Chip McCormick have in 
common, besides winning a pistol match or 
two? They all train with PACT Championship 
Timers. Now let's face it, these guys can 
have any timer they want. So maybe there's 
a reason why they choose PACT, over all 
others, for their vital practice sessions. 

Why do I need a timer? 
Whether you are training for competition 

or self defense; if you are going to improve 
you've got to keep track of the two elements 
of marksmanship that you are striving to 
master: accuracy and speed. Would you 
consider practicing without a target? Of 
course not, because without a target you 
have no measure of your accuracy. By the 
same token, without a timer, you have no 
accurate measurement of your speed and no 
way to tell if a given technique is helping or 
hindering your progress. 

Of course shooting timers, like guns, are 
not created equal. A well designed shooting 
timer is an invaluable training aid which will 
dramatically improve your practice sessions. 
A poorly designed timer, with functions that 
are inconvenient or difficult to use, becomes 
nothing more than an expensive buzz box 
that distracts you from your shooting each 
time you use it. 

#07 1.03 
FIND SHOT: 

Advanced display 
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The PACT MKlll featues an advanced 32 
character display instead of the four digit 
display commonly found on other timers and 
cheap alarm clocks (sorry guys, but facts are 
facts). This display allows the MKlll to display 
all of the information about a given shot (shot 
number, split time, total time) at a glance and 
eliminates the hassle of having to "toggle" 
back and forth between functions in order to 
review your shot string. 

Full function keypad 
Our 32 character display and 16 key 

keypad make the MKlll about as easy to use 
as your pocket calculator. For example to 

enter a "PAR TIME" of four seconds, simply 
push "PAR." the MKlll will ask you to 
"ENTER PAR TIME AND PRESS SET" so 
you push " 4, " "SET." Want to change it to 
six seconds? Push "PAR," "6," "SET," it's 
that simple! 

A few of our features 
• A buzzer that's loud enough to hear 

with your earphones on 
• Sensitivity of shot detector is adjustable 
• Instant GO or adjustable fixed or 

random delay 
• 999.99 second time limit 
• Automatic Comstock function 
• Lap function 

Order Today 

TOLL FREE ... 800 PACT INC 
(in Texas 214-641-0049) 

By Phone: We are happy to answer 
your questions and take your order. We 
accept Visa, MC and COD orders.• 

PACT MKlll ........... ... ... $279 
CHRONO-MOD with Skyscreens 
(optional). . . . . . . . . ..... $49 
Skyscreen Bracket 
(optional but nice). . . . . . . ... $24 
Battery Powered Printer ....... $125 
Extra Printer Paper (6 rools) .... $12 
Extra Skyscreens. $15 each $25 pair 
Skyscreen Housings$2.50 each 4 for $9 

*Shipping & Insurance $4.50 UPS 
ground/$10 UPS 2nd day air. Extra 
shipping for bracket (separate package) 
$3 ground/$6 2nd day air. Bank service 
charge for VISNMC. COD fee $2. Write 
or call for foreign rates. Texas residents 
add appropriate sales tax. 

Brochure Available covering the PACT 
product line of shooting timers and 
chronographs, $1 .00. 

----.. 
ff 7=ff! I - -= 
P. 0 . Box 531525 
Grand Prairie, TX 75053 

• 9 Volt battery 
• Advanced training functions allow 

simulation of complex courses of fire 
• Two stop plate inputs. Man vs Man mode 

gives both shooters total times, who 
won and margin of victory . 

• Auxiliary output drives relay for horns, 
lights, moving targets, etc. 

• Drives optional battery powered printer 

$49.00 Chronograph 
" The finest Chronograph I have ever used" 

.. . Ross Seyfried 

By having the $49 CHRONO-MOD 
(skyscreens included) installed in your MKlll, 
you enable it to double as the best portable 
chronograph on the market. When operated 
as a chronograph, the MKlll performs all of 
the functions of the PACT Precision 
Chronograph and includes our new Glint 
Guard™ pat. pend. detection circuitry. In ad­
dition the MKlll will automatically calculate 
the power factor of each round fired . 

30 Day Money Back Guarantee 
We designed the MKlll, we build it, and we 

sell it factory direct to you . We take full 
responsibility for your satisfaction. If you are 
not 100% satisfied with any PACT product, 
return it to us undamaged (no fair driving over 
it) within 30 days, and we will refund your 
money. That's our promise and you can 
depend on it. 

Lifetime Warranty 
The MKlll features a real simple repair 

policy. If it breaks due to a defective part or 
faulty workmanship we'll fix it free. If you 
break it (people really have driven over them, 
ask Mickey Fowler) we will fix it for cost. No 
hassles and no questions asked. 

Shop Around & Call Us Last 
Before you buy a shooting timer take the 

time to do a little research. Call the different 
manufacturers and get their literature. 
Compare each timer feature for feature and 
watch out for bizarre operational limitations, 
like the inability to review shots when using 
a PAR time or the requirement for two 
machines to run a Man vs Man event. You'll 
find that dollar for dollar and feature for 
feature the PACT MKlll gives you more 
honest "bang for the buck" than any other 
shooting timer on the market. 

PACT, MKlll , CHRONO-MOD and GLINT GUARD are trademarks of Practical Applied Computer Technology, Inc. 
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SPEAK OUT 
Handgunner 

Discriminates 
I feel I must take issue with your Custom 

Gun Giveaway like the Jan/Feb '88 issue 
showcasing the Wilson IOmm . Your sam­
ple entry contains the disheartening dis­
claimer, Open to US Citizens Only. 

I feel somewhat discriminated against in 
this seemingly small but offensive matter. I 
believe that there must be some means of 
including your Canadian readers in such 
contests. 

Kim Stinson 
Weyburn , Sask. 

Canada 
Please note that we have altered the entry 
requirements to US residents. You need not 
be a US citizen, but you must reside in the 
United States. The reason is that exporting 
of firearms is complicated and we do not 
have an export license. 

The Real Crime 
Concerning Charles E . Petty's article 

Handloads for Defense in the March/ April 
1988 issue, I agree with the author about 
using factory loads for self-defense for the 
reliability factor. 

The problem is not the kind of ammo we 
use in self-defense, but the obscene attitude 
the courts have towards the criminals who 
commit crimes against us and then are 
allowed to sue us for preventing them from 
maiming, robbing and killing our loved 
ones. That is the real crime. 

T. Lee Harrison 
Randleman , SC 

Magma's Master Caster: 

• • • 

Plaxco's Pick 
In Massad Ayoob's article on Mike 

Plaxco in the March/ April 1988 issue, 
Mike is quoted : "I've worked on about 
every make of .45 there is, and I prefer the 
commercial Colt." Yet in the same issue 
there appears an advertisement for Spring­
fi e Id Armory that states "master 
pistolsmiths J . Michael Plaxco and 
Richard Heinie both use Springfield pistols 
as the basis for some of America's finest 
custom pistols, and they both shoot their 
own custom built Springfields in 
competition." 

What is the real story here? Does Mike 
Plaxco opt for the Colt or the Springfield 
Armory pistol? 

Joseph Meis 
St. Louis, Mo. 

We contacted Mike and asked him about 
this discrepancy. Mike said, "The confu­
sion is due to your long publishing lag 
time. In the year and a half since I did the 
class with Massad and the time you pub­
lished the article, I have switched to 
Springfield Armory pistols. It is a very 
competitive product, equally as good as 
the Colt at a better price." 

We might add, in the spirit of journalistic 
integrity, that Mike is "sponsored" by 
Springfield Armory and his endorsement of 
their products is paid. Consider his 
endorsement in the same manner that you 
would weight the credibility of any athlete 
endorsing any product, from William 
''Refrigerator" Perry and his Big Macs to 
John McEnroe and his Bic razars. 

Prolific 
for its size! 

Th e Master Caster is a unique self-contained 
casting unit with an astounding o utput: 
400 to 500 bull ets an hour, even m o re with 
optional blowers. Two-cavity moulds of 
our own make, or other comm ercial moulds 
ca n be used. Mould-bloc k alignment is 
prec ise ly controlled. Sprues are cut 
automatically as the blocks open and drop 
bull ets. Des igned and built by shooters 
for rapid , positive and prec ise bullet cast ing. 
120-volt single-phase operation. 60 pounds 
crated shipping weight, FOB factory. 

We m a ke lh e besl. and back il wilh serv ice, 
compo nenls and aduice. 

Magma Engineering Company 

P.O. Box 161 , Queen Creek, Arizona 85242 (602) 969-3 I 22 

Manufacturers of the Mark V, Master Caster. Star Helper. and Lube Master. 

Ge Gaw Gadget Guns 
I was pretty much resigned to not renew­

ing my subscription. I am bored to tears 
with impractical pistols and ge gaw gadget 
guns. However, your March/April 1988 
issue seemed to reverse this trend some­
what. If you continue to include enough 
interesting and relevant articles for this 
ordinary shooter, I will keep renewing my 
subscription. 

By the way, regardless of article content , 
your graphics are superb. 

George Hosch 
Concord , Calif. 

Taffin Is Tops 
A solid gold "thank you" to John Taffin 

for his Siluetas column in the Nov/Dec '87 
issue of American Handgunner. Having 
only recently had my reading glasses 
changed and been told that my distant 
vision required no correction , I assumed 
the inability to see sights clearly was the 
end of open sight revolver shooting at age 
55. 

Thanks to John's informative article I 
called an optometrist who advertised 
"Sports Vision Problems" and the doctor 
and I took several handguns to a wood lot 
where he tried all of the lenses he thought 
would do the job. 

Bingo! Crystal clear sights and only 
slightly out-of-focus bullseye. The doctor's 
prognosis is that I should be able to see 
open sights for at least 10 more years. 

I also particularly enjoy Taffin Tests. His 
extensive reloading experiments include 
many bullet/powder combinations not gen­
erally found in reloading manuals. 

Congratulations to you on the addition 
of this knowledgeable handgunner to your 
staff. 

Jack H. Pender 
Savannah , Ga. 

Junk Simi·Autos 
ordered your American Handgunner 

and I found that it was not for me. All you 
people can write about is .45 Auto or 9mm. 
What the he-- (sic) do you think those of us 
who shoot wheelguns are to do or read? 

For a fact I wish to stop receiving your 
book as it is no good to me since I own and 
SHOOT (sic) a .44 Mag like all my friends 
and family do. We all own revolvers and 
are proud to own and shoot them . 

I do not know a single person who owns 
and shoots one of those junk simi-autos 
(sic) you so proudly write about. 

Bob Webb, Lee A . Cole, 
Mark N. Long, Eugene Hanson, 

Ray Hubbard , Art Frost 
all of the Douglas County 

Sheriff Dept. (state not 
indicated on letter) 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER WELCOMES let­
ters to the editor of no more th on 350 words. Letters 
must include the writer's full name and address. 
Letters must be signed by the writer. Typewritten 
letters are preferred, but legible handwriting is 
acceptable. Send your letters to Speak Out, Ameri­
can Hondgunner, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 
200, San Diego, CA, 92108. 
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TWO NEW 
FIREPOWER 
EQUATIONS 
IOx . J57 
MAGNUM 

9x .44 
MAGNUM 

14" AND 6" 
BARRELS NOW 

AVAILABLE! 
FIELD CHANGE 

BARRELS IN 
I 0 SECONDS. FOUR 

FINISHES AVAILABLE -
STANDARD BLACK. 

BRIGHT NICKEL. SA TIN 
NICKEL AND DEEP 

BLUED. 

FIELD STRIPS IN LES~ 
THAN I 0 SECONDS 
WITHOUT TOOLS. 

0 

.JS7 
& 

.44 
MAGNUM 

NOW AVAILABLEI 

CONTROLLED RAPID FIRE 
EXTREMELY LOW RECOIL AND MUZZLE JUMP 

FOR MAGNUM CALIBERS. 

Magnum stopping-power is finally unleashed in a semi-automatic. 
The Desert Eagle's gas operation provides light recoil, quick 
recovery and the fastest possible second shot in semi-auto. A 
magnum caliber pistol that is easy to control and to keep on target 
under rapid fire. Superb accuracy to 200 meters ( 14" range -
300 meters). Frames available in standard or stainless steel and 
lightweight alloy (I 0 ounces less) . 

Contact your local dealer. 

DESERT 
EAGLE 
• 3 S7 / .44 MAGNUM SEMI-AUTO 
GAS OPERATED PISTOL 
MANUFACTURED & 
DEVELOPED BY 
THE WORLD 'S PREMIER 
FIREARMS MANUFACTURER 

IS RAEL 
MILITARY 
INDUSTRIES 

INVENTED BY & MARKETED BY 

MAGNUM~ 
RESEARCH, INC. 
7271 Commerce Circle West 
Minneapo lis. Minnesota 55432 
(612) 574- 1868 



INSIGHTS INTO IPSC 
CAMERON HOPKINS 

HILL HOLSTERS SET NEW STANDARD IN 
SPORT KNOWN FOR NONCONFORMITY 

Tndividualists love IPSC because it is 
.lfreestyle. No other handgun game allows 
such unrestricted freedom for competitors 
to seek their own vision of perfect equip­
ment. Silhouette imposes all sorts of rules 
on the guns-weight , sight radius, 
scopes-and bullseye guns have to fit in a 
certain sized box . PPC allows a good deal 
of latitude in the firearms, so long as you 
shoot a revolver because autos need not 
apply. 

IPSC is freestyle-the only limitation is 
the ammunition must at least meet the 
minor caliber power factor. The equipment 
is unfettered with unnecessary regulations. 

So it is unusual in this individualistic 
sport to find a majority favoring any one 
thing. I can only think of a handful of prod­
ucts that attract almost universal 
acceptance: 

Bar-Sto barrels 
Bo-Mar sights 

Swenson safeties 
H&G #68 200 grain .45 bullets 

Perhaps there are a few other products 
that appeal to a lot of shooters, but not too 
many (the Shaw shooting bag comes to 
mind). But there is a new product that's 
taking the IPSC world by storm. After 
recently shooting the Arizona State Cham­
pionships (!07 competitors) it suddenly hit 
me that almost every man was wearing the 
same holster. 

I have seen our local section, Linea de 
Fuego, switch man by man by woman to 
Ern ie Hill's holsters, but 1 had not realized 
this was such a far-flung trend. My old 
IPSC buddies in my home state of Texas 
(I'm stuck in the Granola State of Califor­
nia: the land of fruits and nuts) have told 
me that Hill holsters are the rage in the 
Lone Star State. Handgunner correspon­
dent Jim Weller from Pennsylvania reports 
that Hill leather is extremely popular up 
there in Yankee Land. 

Now this is curious. In seven years of 
active IPSC shooting, I have never before 
seen one holster grab the market so com­
pletely. Each time a new national champion 
came along, which has been infrequent 
during the Leatham Dynasty, there was a 
brief surge in whatever brand the winner 
wore. I recall eagerly ordering my Rogers­
made Plaxco holster back in 1983 after 
Mike won the '82 Nationals. 

Look around your own club. Isn't there a 
large preponderance of Hill leather? I 
would suspect so. 

We can't attribute this to Leatham's four 
national crowns because he was wearing 
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The entire Hill holster is lined with 
steel for rigidity and strength. 

Gordon Davis holsters for three out of four 
victories, and we never saw a huge shift to 
Davis leather. He only won the '86 
nationals, and the world title, with the Hill 
"Leatham/Enos" model IPSC holster. (By 
the way, I suspect a name change pretty 
shortly- Brian Enos was wearing a Rogers 
Combat Assault holster at that Arizona 
match I just attended.) 

The point is: Hill's popularity is not just 
a transient trend of copying the champion. 
His holsters are being picked by the free-

stylers because the Hill speed holsters are, 
people seem to indicate by their mass pur­
chases, the best. 

I have been using a Hill "LE" holster (#3 
cant in the appendix or "vasectomy draw" 
position) since just after the World Shoot, 
September of 1986. That's about 16 months 
as of this writing. I think it's the fastest, 
most durable holster on the market. I've 
used Davis and Rogers extensively but I 
have no experience with Blocker leather. I 
used a Rogers Plaxco model for two years 
and a Davis California Challenger after 
that for a year and a half. I tried the Rogers 
Combat Assault for about six months. 

None equal the Hill rig. In fact, none can 
even come remotely close. My initial 
apprehension about the H_ill steel-lined 
holster was that it would squish when I 
dived into prone. I always had this problem 
with the Davis California Challenger 
which flattens when you land on top of it. 
The Davis steel insert then keeps it flat, so 
you can't get your gun back inside. 

I met Ernie in Orlando at the World 
Shoot and spoke my mind. I told him I 
didn't think his holster could stand up to my 
rather vigorous prone technique (hit the 
deck!). "Try it," said Ernie confidently. 

I switched holsters right then and there 
in the exhibitor's tent, slipping on the Hill 
rig and taking off the Rogers Combat 
Assault. I wandered outside the tent and 
proceeded to go prone just as hard and fast 
as I could. Five times. That would have 
smushed my old Davis rig. The Hill holster 
was not even creased. I was convinced. 

Since then I have used the Hill rig to the 
exclusion of all others, except when I'm 
feeling martial-artsy and I shoot a club 
match in Tactical Class from a Milt Sparks 
Roadrunner (best damn concealment rig 
for a five-inch you'll ever try). 

The Hill holster doesn't have a steel lin­
ing, it is steel! The entire holster. It is 
wrapped with smooth cowhide that 
remains just as fast as the day I bought it , 
now 16 months later. It is rugged and 
tough. It retains the gun as well as any 
other low-cut competition rig, which is 
minimally. The gun won't fall out under the 
standard IPSC retention tests. Then again, 
it isn't exactly what I'd call "snatch resist­
ant" either. The Hill rig offers a good blend 
of speed and retention . 

The Hill belts I can live without. I still 
prefer the Rogers plastic-leather laminate 
belt which is a tad thinner than the Hill. I 
have too many pairs of shorts (it's hot in 
southern California) with belt loops too 
narrow for Ernie's thick belts. That's no 
reflection on the steel-lined belts, which 
are reinforced under the holster position 
portion of the belt for added strength . 

It is rare to find a product that freestyling 
IPSC shooters can agree is the best. It 
appears the Hill holster is one of them. 

For more information, write to Ernie for 
a catalog at Ernie Hill Speed Leather, 
4507 N. 195th Ave., Litchfield Park, 
AZ 85340 or call ~ 
(602) 853-9222. ~ 
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Imagine. The proven Pro Timer III shot timer and 
ProTach CLASSIC chronograph in one unbeatable 
package at a combined cost of only $325 .00. Compare 
costs and prove it to yourself. 

Timer Features. Shot detection and stop plate switch 
operations are automatically selected. Shots and plate 
hits are recorded and can be reviewed, along with 
differences between shots. All shots fired in the Par 
Time mode can be reviewed. Instant and random 
3 to 5 second delayed starts are standard. 

Chronograph Features. Pre-assembled sensors and 
bracket mount to a standard camera tripod. Provides 
review of low and high velocities, extreme spread, 
standard deviation, average velocity, shot number and 
individual shot velocities. Edit capability removes any 
unwanted shot from a string. 

Pro Timer III. If all you need right now is a timer, the 
Pro Timer III is the right choice. In 1987 alone, it was 
selected as an Official Timer for the Steel Challenge, 
the NRA Bianchi Cup and the IPSC Nationals. 
It is in stock and available for the 
lower-than-ever price of $225.00. 
The Pro Timer I is also available 
for $149.95. 

Timer Upgrade. Now, you can upgrade 
any of our timers to the Pro TNT. 
Prices for upgrading are: 

•Pro Timer III to Pro TNT .. . .. $150.00 
• Pro Timer I & II to Pro TNT ... $200.00 
• Pro Shot Timer to Pro TNT . . . $250.00 

All models feature: 
• 30-day money-back guarantee 
• One-year limited warranty 
• 5-day turnaround service policy 
• Battery compartment for 9V battery. 

Call or write for FREE literature, or to place an order. 

ORDER NOW! 
Call Toll Free 1-800-222-3845, Illinois residents 
1-815-877-3322. Visa, MasterCard and COD accepted. 
Illinois residents add 6-1 / 4% sales tax. Add $4.50 for 
shipping and handling. Certified check or money order 
by mait. 

I~ Competition Electronics, Inc. 
2542 Point O' Woods 
Rockford, IL 61111 



HANDGUN HUNTING 
J.D.JONES 

CUSTOM CALIBERS AND MODERN SCOPES 
MAKE XP·IOO A GOOD HUNTING PISTOL 

Since most big game seasons are over 
and varmint hunting is just ahead of us, 

possibly a review of the XP-100 and what 
can be done with it is appropriate. 

The original XP was a varmint gun 
chambered for the .221 Fireball which is 
essentially a short .222. The now-obsolete 
thinking of"little cartridges for little guns" 
to give the greatest efficiency was just com­
ing into vogue and the high pressure Fire­
ball convinced a lot of people that was the 
way to go. 

The XP-221 had a rough time in the 
beginning. First, the adjustable sight on the 
XP was probably the worst sight ever put 
on an otherwise quality pistol. Handgun 
scopes were either non-existent or in their 
infancy and, believe me, those early hand­
gun scopes were really poor. 

In addition, the gun looked weird . Need­
less to say, sales were very grim for many 
years. Looking back, I'm amazed Reming­
ton didn't drop it after the first couple of 
years . 

A very few enterprising gunsmiths con­
verted XPs to larger calibers, such as the 
6mm Remington or .22-250, and were 
largely unsuccessful in having them 
accepted by the public. The early emphasis 
was on varmints and the lousy scopes then 
available probably were the actual killers 
of the whole scheme. A few of us put rifle 
scopes on the 221 and played with it a bit 
finding outstanding accuracy along with 
unacceptable awkwardness. 

The benchresters probably saved the XP 
The very rigid action, due to not having a 
magazine cut-out , apparently resulted in 
greater accuracy than actions with a maga­
zine cut-out. A large number of the XP's 
produced were turned into bench guns and 
these sales coupled with a few Remington 
employees interested in bench shooting 
probably kept the gun in production. Con­
versely, the Ruger Hawkeye in .256 Mag-
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num fell by the wayside. 
As pistol scopes improved , interest in 

the XP slowly increased . IHMSA 
unlimited class silhouette shooters gave 
the XP its greatest shot in the arm with the 
majority of XPs produced for several years 
being converted to silhouette guns. The 7 
BR was introduced as a silhouette gun and, 
while successful on many ranges, was mar­
ginal in Ram power on many other ranges . 

A few years ago it apparently dawned on 
Remington that the guys in the field were 
doing things with the XP they didn't realize 
could be done. Lo and behold the .223 XP 
appeared and was an instant success. The 
.35 Remington is now available and while 
its factory loading is a veritable dog for 
hunting , careful handloading- par­
ticularly in conjunction with lengthening 
the very short factory throat -will turn it 
into a real romper stomper with 180 
through 200 grain bullets. 

Wood stocked XPs are available through 
Remington's Custom Shop, however, the 
interest I see expressed in my mail and 
phone inquiries regarding XPs shows 
Remington's marketing to be very effec­
tive, but their choice of calibers is sadly 
lacking. I expect them to catch on to this 
and rectify it in the next few years, which 
will kill the custom XP business. But for 
now, my weekly inquiries are probably 
about 10 times higher than they were this 
time last year. There is no doubt about it­
the publicity regarding XPs is working. 

SSK's most common inquiry is regard­
ing the rechambering of 7 BR XPs to the 
7-08 Remington. A lot seems to have been 
written to popularize this conversion but 
no one seems to mention the fact that few, if 
any, of the original BR chambers clean up 
when rechambered to 7-08. Typically, after 
rechambering, a fired 7-08 case will show 
a "scuff" mark on the body of the case 
where the original BR shoulder was 

located. I have never seen one that did not 
exhibit at least a scuff mark . 

It doesn't do any harm but the customer 
has a right to be unhappy if he isn't aware of 
that before the chambering job. The "scuff" 
mark can become an actual ring around the 
case that is simply unacceptable in a cham­
ber. A much simpler solution is to recham­
ber to the .284 Winchester cartridge which 
makes the 7-08 look somewhat wimpy in 
comparison and does not have any cham­
ber problems. 

The .35 Remington can be rechambered 
to .358 Winchester for a fairly large gain in 
power, with factory ammo, over the . 35 
Rem. Many are interested in opening the 
bolt face and installing another extractor to 
convert to the .350 Remington Magnum 
which does give an appreciable increase in 
power in .35 caliber. 

The .308 has its following in custom 
XPs too. A few are being built in this cali­
ber but the greatest interest in custom XP 
seems to be in very powerful , long range 
varmint/deer guns. Although the .223 can 
be converted to .22-250 for a large gain in 
power, few individuals seem interested in 
this conversion although it is one of the best 
ones. Maybe they just haven't thought of it. 

I've been pushing the 250 Savage for 
about 12 years as a varmint-deer cartridge 
with little success. It's a great little car­
tridge, but it isn't popular. 

While SSK does a large variety of cali­
bers, the .375 based on the .284 Winches­
ter case and 6.5 based on the .284 are now 
the most popular. The 375/284 will do 
2400 fps with a 270 grain bullet for about 
92 % of what a factory load in a 375 H & H 
rifle produces . 

Petite Darla Wil son shoots mine without 
problems - no one ever told her to be afraid 
of a gun! 

The 6.5-284 will crank up over 3200 fps 
with a 85 grain bullet and over 2800 fps 
with a 140 grain. Try matching those ballis­
tics with a "small , efficient" case. 

The bolt action XP is very strong and 
adaptable to high pressure and large car­
tridges usually considered suitable only for 
rifles. However, the XP can handle them 
with ease and the natural shock absorbers 
of the hand , wrist , elbow, and shoulder 
permit the same cartridge to be fired more 
comfortably than in a rifle. 

At this point , the XP is at its most power­
ful in my .50 caliber conversion based on a 
shortened , rebated .460 Weatherby case. 

You can expect a decent XP to be more 
accurate than most over-the-counter rifles. 
The new Bausch & Lomb 4X pistol scope 
is not only tough but also is very sharp with 
a distinctly superior cross hair when hit­
ting small objects is the object. 

The 7X Burris with parallax adjustment 
is a good rig for mild recoiling guns. If you 
want an XP built up to a max power gun 
you had better go to someone who has a lot 
of experience building heavy recoiling 
ones as they have to be done right. Stock 
breakage and keeping a scope on them is a 
real problem . The right type of ~ 
muzzle brake is also necessary. ~ 

ll 



Sl1UETAS 
JOHNTAFFIN 

OH SAY CAN YOU SEE IN THE BRIGHT 
SUNLIGHT, TRY THE KING TUBE SIGHT 

"(Jveryone who has shot sil.houettes very 
Dmuch realizes that certain times of the 
day, rather we should say certain lighting 
conditions , are much preferred . In the 
early days of silhouetting, I can recall try­
ing to have a shooting time or position that 
would give me the best possible lighting 
conditions. Before we had a covered firing 
line, I always hoped for a cloudy day. 

The first big bore revolver designed 
mainly with silhouetters in mind was the 
Ruger 10112 " Super Blackhawk. It is an 
excellent revolver for the task , but the 
sights are designed for quick draw rather 
than long range precision shooting. When 
the sun hits the sharply sloped front sight , 
it turns gray, and in some lighting condi­
tions, virtually disappears. Carbide sight 
smokers and spray-on sight-black became 
valuable pieces of equipment . 

The early TC Super 14's were equipped 
with rifle-type front sights which allowed 
the use of a slide-on hood over the front 
sight. This was a real step forward , but if 
we did not remember to keep sliding the 
hood back on every few shots , it soon 
became a victim of recoil and flew off the 
front sight base. 

I forgot to push my sight hood back on 
and had to retrieve it enough times that I 
finally drove the original front sight out of 

allowed the use of various sizes of front 
blades. The combination of a shaded front 
sight plus interchangeable blades was good 
for three to four extra targets per match. 

Richard King did his silhouetting in 
Texas, where temperatures of 100 degrees 
are not uncommon, and not only did he 
have to face the problem of sights disap­
pearing in the glaring sun , but also that of 
heat mirage arising from the hot barrel and 
blurring the front sight. King decided the 
only solution to the two-fold problem was 
to develop a sight system that would put the 
sights in the shade at all times. A little 
experimenting and the King Tube was 
born. 

The King Tube is a 3/4 " black anodized 
tube of #6061 T-6 Aluminum with a one­
inch eye piece at each end . The eye pieces 
are removable to allow the use of various 
front and rear sight combinations. The 
tube, including eyepieces is 17" long and 
allows a sight radius of 15 ", as both front 
and rear sights are recessed. At the present 
time the King Tube will fit the following 
Unlimited guns without modification : 
Remington XP, TC Super 14 , Chipmunk, 
Beeman , and Anshutz . Other handguns 
will require drilling and tapping and possi­
ble weight removal to come in under the 
Unlimited weight limits imposed by NRA 

The King Tube Sight installs easily and provides clearly defined sights on 
bright, sunny days. It is legal in IHMSA, NRA. 

its dovetail and replaced it, and eventually 
all of my Super 14 front sights, with the 
Lyman #57 hooded front sight which also 
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and IHMSA . The tube itself weighs 6.2 
ounces. 

My King Tube is installed on a Super 14 

and required removal of the front and rear 
sight, and it was then a simple matter to 
mount the tube using a block that replaces 
the rear sight and an L-shaped adapter in 
place of the front sight. The tube mounting 
itself is not rigid , but the rear of the tube is 
held in place by the horizontal and vertical 
adjusting knobs and a spring loaded 
plunger that bears on the left side of the 
tube at an angle of around 45 degrees. 

The adjusting set-up on the King Tube 
allows for a very precise adjustment of 
approximately one click equalling J/8" @ 
JOO yards. This will of course be somewhat 
affected by the distance between the front 
and rear mounts. The clicks are very posi­
tive and can be easily felt and heard , an 
asset that all adjustable sights should 
possess. 

At the present time, the King Tube is 
supplied with a front blade and two dif­
ferent width rear notches, and a front dot 
with two different sized rear peep sights. 
All sights are made of plastic and are easily 
modified. The tube, with inserts, is avail­
able for $115 plus $5 .00 shipping and han­
dling from King's Armoury, 3005 Monties 
Lane, Dept. AH , Arlington , TX , 76015. 
Blank inserts are available for $1 , peeps 
from .060" to .250" are $1.50 each, dots 
are $1.25 , and rear notches and front 
blades are available for $5 each. At these 
prices a shooter can afford to do a lot of 
experimenting to come up with the most 
desirable combination. 

King maintains that the King Tube with 
proper rear sight notch, coupled with the 
use on an adjustable aperture mounted on 
the shooter's glasses, will alleviate many of 
the sighting problems associated with 
shooters over 40. The tube itself keeps the 
sights in the shade, while the adjustable 
aperture aids the older eye to focus. 

How good is the King Tube? I watched a 
shooter at the '87 NRA Silhouette Cham­
pionships use one to shoot the half-sized 
targets at long range. His score was in the 
high 60's in an 80 round match. In talking 
to him later, he had nothing but praise for 
the King Tube. 

Because of its capability of shading 
sights and combatting heat mirage it is 
very popular in the Southwest , and one 
shooter made the comment to me that "It is 
so good that it ought to be banned! " 

I like the King Tube and plan to keep it 
permanently mounted on my Super 14. It is 
just one more weapon in our fight against 
tired or aging eyes. The peep sight set-up 
available with the King Tube might prove 
to be the best sight combination for those of 
us with sight problems. 

Since the column on aging eyes and 
pistol sights appeared in the Nov/Dec issue 
of American Handgunner, I have been con­
tacted by shooters who have tried some of 
the methods suggested and found that they 
worked. 

Pat Taylor is an experienced hunter and 
silhouetter and had to give up shooting 
handguns because he found himself liter­
ally unable to see the sights. He refused to 

Co11ti1111ed 011pogr 14 
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THE R UGER 102:.Z 

EXO TIC 

WEAPO NS 

GET EVEN : 
The Co mplete Bo ok of Dirty Tricks 
A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even w ith big busi­
ness. government and enem ies. 
More soph1st1cated and involved 
tricks are included. such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and polt tical dirty tricksters. Over 80 
sec tions present dirty tricks ranging 
from the simple to the elaborate. SV2 
x 8 V2 . ha rdcover. 192 pp $16.95 

THE STURM, RUGER 10/22 RIFLE 
AND .44 MAGNUM CARBINE 

by Duncan long 
Legendary reliability and classic 
design are the hallmarks of the Ruger 
10 / 22 rifle and its fore runner. the .44 
Magnum Carbine. In this in-depth 
look at both weapons. noted fire­
arms author Duncan Long covers 
specs, troubleshooting, ammo and 
accessories- this book's got it all! 
Get your hands on a classic. SV2 x 
8V2, softcover, photos, illus., 108 pp. 

$10.00 

THE RUGER 1022 
EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 

Now you can convert you r Ruger 
1022 into a selec tive-fi re weapon 
tha t can fire over 1,000 rounds per 
minute. Build the parts that will trans ­
form your Ruger 1022 to full auto­
without modi fying the receiver or 
trigger housing . Over 60 explicit 
photos, machinist's drawings and 
full -scale templates accompany the 
detailed instructions. 9 x 12, so ft­
cover. illus .. 96 pp. $15.00 

THE MINl-14 
...--------. The Plinke r, Hunte r, Assault, and 

DU:-;(.\:\ LO:\G Eve rything Else Rifle 
by Dun can Long 

The Mini-1 4 is the most versatile 
modern rifle, used by homeowners, 
hunters , survivalists, law enforce­
ment agencies, and mi li tary forces. 
An infinite number of Mini-14s may 
be cons tructed with the many mar­
keted accessories. Here is the Mini -
14's history, model specifications, 

.._ _____ _.. and much more. 5V2 x 81/:>, softcover, 
58 photos. 120 pp $10.00 

SABERTOOTH: THE RIP-ROARING 
ADVENTURES OF A LEGENDARY 

GAME WARDEN by Terry Hodges 
For nearly half a century, Warden Gene Mercer ("Old Sabertooth") patrolled the forests, 
valleys, streams and coastal waters of California. Facing the dangers of armed poachers, 
unpredictable hunters and crooked judges, Sabertooth built a reputation as one of Califor­
nia's finest game wardens. Now, you can ride with Sabertooth as he works with bootleggers 
to stalk deer poachers during the Depression , surprises gill-netters with a boat full of illegal 
salmon or catches market hunters with hundreds of freshly killed ducks bound for San 
Francisco restaurants. Through hair-raising chases, the numbing cold and boredom of 
prolonged stakeouts and bitter defeats by sophisticated outlaw hunters and corrupt officials, 
Sabertooth 's commitment to protecting wildlife from abuse never wavered. Share in this 
extraordinary adventure. 5V2 x 8%, hardcover, more than 250 pp. $17.95 

FIREARMS 
FOR 

SURVIVAL 

~ 

STREETSWEEPERS 
The Complete Book of 

Combat Shotguns 
by Duncan Long 

Its deadly spray of massive fi re­
power ma kes the sho tgun the 
choice weapon in c lose combat for 
the soldier and home owner alike. 
This newest, most comprehensive 
book covers every type of action. 
plus ammo, accessories and com­
bat tactics. 8V2 x 11, softcover, 64 
photos, ill us., appendices, 160 pp. 

$17.95 

FIREARMS FOR SURVIVAL 
by Duncan Long 

Cut through the manufacturers' 
hype and hot air of gun -shop com­
mandos with the fi rst complete book 
on this subject since 1976. Firearms 
expert Duncan Long rates the best 
guns fo r hunting, self-defense and 
combat, and shows how to avoid 
spending too much on firearms 
Firearms for Survival is a book you 
may not be able to live without. 81/:> x 
11. softcover, 136 pp., 115 photos. 

$16.95 

HOME WORKSHOP SILENCERS I 

Fantastic . large-format guide to making an smg or pistol 
silencer in the home workshop . Over 50 9" x 12" working 
machinists drawings are presented , all o f superb quality . 
Shows step-by-step construction for three different fire­
arm silencers. all o f very advanced design . Improvised 
materials and machin ing techniques are suggested . and 
the te xt is written c lear ly and concisely . An excellent 
add ition to your silencer bookshelf! Note : Home Work­
shop Silencers I is for entertainment and-h istorical pur­
poses.only 9 x 12, softcover. i llus .. 72 pp $12.00 

AUTOMATICS: FAST FIR EPOWER, 
TA CTICAL SUPERIORITY 

by Dunca n Lnng 
Combat pistols. Hideaways. Target 
pistols. They 're all covered here. 
Find out how to pick the best pistol 
for you . Included are the pluses and 
minuses of dozens of pistols. rec­
om mendations for the best ammo 
for vanous ca libers, specifica tions. 
field-stripping procedures and ac-
cessories in fo. 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, 
168 pp .• photos $14.95 

fO .\IPITH 
IUHNo IN. 

l .S. S\IPl\C; 
l'l'l rtk. N'111M-~ 

THE COMPLETE BOOK OF 
U.S. SNIPING 

by Peter R. Senich 
Trace American sniping materiel 
from its infancy to today's sophisti­
cated systems with this vo lume, 
compi led from Senich's early books, 
Limited War Sniping and The 
Pictorial History of U.S. Sniping. 
Almost 400 photos, plus in formation 
gleaned from official documents and 
mili tary arc hives. pack this definit ive 
work. 81/:> x 11, ha rdcover. 375 pho­
tos. 288 pp $34.95 

IMPROVISED EXPLOSIVES 
Ho w to M.1 1.: e Yo ur Own 

by Seymour Leeker 
From a former top explosives expert 
with the Israeli Army comes a man­
ual that presents ten simple yet 
powerful fo rmu las for explosives 
and incendiaries that give the basis 
for making bombs, booby traps and 
mines. Learn to obtain or make the 
needed chemicals, or get substi­i--------' lu tes. Fo r in formation only! 5V2 x 8112, 
so ftcover, illus., 80 pp. $10.00 

M~I .;s1 
MAKE MY DAY! 

Hayduke 's Best Reve nge Techniques 
for the Punks in Your Life 

by George Hayduke 
Hayduke is back and meaner than 
ever with this all-new bag of bully­
busting tricks. Hund reds of ideas 
from readers who ra llied to George's 
st irring cry (" Do unto others before 
they get unto you") fill this antic 
anthology that wil l amaze and amuse 
you. Make My Day! is intended fo r 
entertainment pu rposes only. 5V2 x 
av,_ hardcover, 224 pp. $16.95 

DEADLY BREW 
Advanced Improvised Explosives 

by Seymour Leeker 
Every man of action occasionalty 
encounters an explosive situation. 
Now you can be prepared with a 
deadly brew of your own! From the 
author of Improvised Explosives, 
learn how to combine com mon in­
dustrial chemica ls with acids in new 
advanced explosive designs. Don't 
theorize; get the facts. For informa ­

L...--------1 tion only. 5V2 x 8V2, so ftcover, illus., 
64 pp. $8.00 

OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 
, ............. . 
t 

PA LADIN PRE SS ~s.. Ca ll TOLL FREE for cred it ca rd orders: 

I I P.O. BOX 1307_ BEA llllillllll 1-800-642-8300, ext. 24. Cal l 24 hours a 

AR-1 5/ M1 6: A PRACTI CAL 
GUIDE S16.95 

I m da y, 7 days a week. Ca ll from an y state 
BOULDER, C O 80306 • . bu t A laska. Send $1.00 for SO-page I ~ Phonl' (303 ) 443-7250 , CATALOG of 300 ti tl es (free with order.) 

MODERN BALLISTIC ARMOR : 

I 
I 

ASSAULT PISTOLS, RIFLES 
AND SUBMACHINE GUNS 

COMBAT AMMUNITION . 
NO SECOND CHANCE! 

DISARMING THE ARMED 
ASSAILANT . 

$19.95 
$19.95 

$12.00 

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO 
KNOW . $ 8.00 

DEAD CLIENTS DON'T PAY: 

I PledSl' se nd me th e following titl t•s: I 
I ~~~~~. MAKE ' EM PAY! ULTIMATE 

REVENG E TECHNIQUES FROM THE 
MASTER TRICKSTER . $16.95 

AIRCREW SURVIVAL . $14.00 
SPECIAL FORCES 

HANDBOOK 
HOME WORKSHOP GUNS 

VOL. II : THE HANDGUN . 
AR-7 EXOTIC WEAPONS 

SYSTEM 

. $ 8.00 

$10.00 

$15.00 

THE BODYGUARD'S 
MANUAL .. $12.00 

SCREW UNTO OTHERS: REVENGE 
TACTICS FOR ALL 
OCCASIONS. $16.95 

NEW 1.D. IN AMERI CA $15 .00 
SWAT TRAINING & 

EMPLOYMENT . $14.00 
SPECIAL FORCES MEDICAL 

HANDBOOK. $16.95 

MON EY-BACK GUARANTEE - DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
PALADI N PRESS • P.O . BOX 1307 • BOULDER, CO 80306 • (303) 443-7250 

·--------- ---------· I Pa yment: D Check or Mon ey Orde r, D VISA, D MasterCard. 

I 
Ca<d No. ----------------Exp. _ __ SU BTOTAL _____ I 
NA M E Please incl ude I 

I 
$3.00 postage 

ADDRESS ------------------- - - and hand ling ____ I 
CITY ---------STATE ----ZIP------ TO TAL ......................... •••••••••••••• .. 
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ineete'l 
£.1'~0 0 \0 ndS• to u .. ,,. 5 eco tA\\\1 ALL NEW \1\ ~ ~~E~mADER 

~ The latest innovation in 

COMP I 

send $1 00 (to cover 
postage & handling) 
for our full -co lo r 68 
page pocket edition 
1988 Catalog . Offer 
Expires 12-31-88. 

V speedloader technology ... 
Safariland's Super Comp 
III. Spring driven action 
assures the fastest, most 
positive loading ever. 
Pouches available now. 

EASY TO HOLD , EASY TO USE. 

COMP II 
Designed for easy handling and quick 
loading. the Comp II is uniquely suitable 
fo r uniform law enforcement applications. 

!;;j.\l=j.\1~11-'-\1\l l:l ll., ' J' 
~ r 1941 S. WALKER , DEPT. AHS/ 88 

""- MONROV IA, C A 91016 

Co111i1111td from prt,f!/' 12 

accept the fact that his handgun shooting 
days were over and started with the idea of 
having glasses made that would focus on 
the sights. He went this route when he 
picked up an old pair of reading glasses, 
held up a handgun , voila! he could see the 
sights perfectly. 

The obvious problem , of course, was 
that it is impossible to walk around wear­
ing reading glasses. So he came up with 
what he calls the "Taylor Spot." The Taylor 
Spot is exactly that , a spot, in the upper left 
hand corner of the right lens. This is for 
right-handed shooters ; left-handed shoot­
ers would need it in the upper right hand 
corner of the left lens. The doctor told him 
at first that it could not be done, but turns 
out it can be. Glass lenses, not plastic, can 
be ground with a different prescription in 
the upper corner. 

Taylor reports that he has gone through a 
number of pairs of glasses until he found 
the right combination. Now he has it and 
reports that it is not even noticed in normal 
wear. For hunting or standing silhouetting, 
one simply moves the head and looks 
through the spot. A simple idea that works. 

Claude Stoltz sent information on the 
Knobloch "Universal" Shooting Glasses. 
This German-made unit consists of a frame 
without lenses so that prescription lenses 
may be installed and with an adjustable 
aperture for the aiming eye and a cover 
disc for the non-aiming eye. He was also 
kind enough to supply the names and 
addresses of three dealers who handle the 
Knobloch unit. They are : 

Freeland's Scope Stands 
3737 14th Ave. 

Rock Island , IL 61201 

Champion's Choice Inc. 
223 Space Park South 
Nashville, TN 37211 

Accuracy International 
1507 Driftwood Dr. 

Bozeman , MT 59715 

Contact the one closest to you for infor­
mation and latest prices on the Knobloch 
unit. 

There are any number of things that con­
tribute to one's silhouette score. An accu­
rate gun , selected handloads, concentra­
tion , proper trigger control - all of these 
are important. But the most vital ingredient 
is the ability to see the sights. It is obvious 
that many of us are waging the ~ 
same battle. Keep fightin'! ~ 
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"Out performs the expensive chronographs 
at a fraction of the cost." 

... Ross Seyfried, shooting editor; Guns and Ammo magazine 

Until PACT introduced the PC last year, 
shooters for a chronograph were torn between 
two choices. To go with a full feature skyscreen 
based machine at a premium price , or pur­
chase a low end "break screen" or " down 
range box" at a more reasonable price , but 
lacking the ease of use and superior perfor­
mance of a microprocessor based skyscreen 
machine. 

#ni:::· -·-·' 
Rl..J: 

Each time you fire 

2494.5 
2491. 1 

FPS 
FPS 

Your shot number , velocity and current 
average velocity are displayed simultaneous­
ly on our state of the art , easy to read , 32 
character display. Because this information is 
displayed and stored automatically, no button 
pushing required , you are free to concentrate 
on your shooting instead of having to piddle 
with your chronograph every time you want to 
know what shot you are on or what your cur­
rent average velocity is. 

After you have completed your string, 
simply press the review button to display a 
complete statistical summary of your string. 
This summary consists of your highest and 
lowest shot velocities and their corresponding 
shot numbers, the extreme spread and Mean 
Absolute Deviation (MAD) of your shot string. 
MAD is, in our opinion, the best indication of 
ammunition consistency yet developed . 

In addition , all shots (up to 200) can be 
individually reviewed after you have finished 
your string. Why is this important? When us­
ing other chronographs, with no or limited 
review capability, you must shoot , stop, put 
down your gun, pick up your pencil , write down 
your velocity, put down your pencil, pick up 
your gun and repeat. That stinks! With your 
PACT PC you get your shooting out of the way 
first , then make a permanent record of your 
string either by hand or with our optional 
printer. 
• uses standard 9 volt alkaline battery (in­
cluded , of course) 
• Edit button allows you to remove any un­
wanted shot from a string , either after the shot 
is fired or during review. 
• adjustable screen separation 
• 4 mhz counter for better digital accuracy 
• retractable tilt stand for easy viewing 

PACT Skyscreens 
The PACT PC uses inexpensive optical 

skyscreens to detect the bullet. Why didn't we 
set it up so that you can shoot over the box 
or use expensive skyscreens containing 
elaborate lenses to "enhance" performance? 
Because we think it's stupid to launch bullets 
over things that cost lots of money. Now we 
realize that you never miss, but rarely a day 
goes by that we don 't get an order for a 
replacement skyscreen housing ($2.50). 

Glint Guard™ pat. pend. 
Over the years chronographs have earn­

ed a well deserved reputation for flaky perfor­
mance when operated on sunny days. Some 

Order Today 

TOLL FAEE ... 800 PACT INC 
(in Texas 214-641-0049) 

By Phone: We are happy to answer 
your questions and take your order. We 
accept Visa, MC and COD orders.· 

PACT PC (with skyscreens) . ... $199 
Print Driver (installed in PC) .... $ 25 
Battery Powered Printer . .. .... $125 
Extra Printer Paper (6 rolls) . . . $ 12 
Skyscreen Bracket 

(optional but nice) . . .. $ 24 
Extra Skyscreens . . · . . $15 ea $25 pr 
Skyscreen Housings .. $2.50 ea 4/$9 

*Shipping & Insurance $4.50 UPS 
ground/$10 UPS 2nd day air. Extra 
shipping for bracket (separate package) 
$3 ground/$6 2nd day air. Bank service 
charge for VISNMC. COD fee $2. Write 
or call for foreign rates. Texas residents 
add appropriate sales tax. 

18 month limited warranty 

Brochure Available covering the PACT 
product line of shooting timers and 
chronographs, $1.00. 

P. 0. Box 531525 
Grand Prairie, TX 75053 

manufacturers deal with the problem by requi r­
ing you to put diffuser screens over thei r 
skyscreens. While this approach works , it 
makes set up more difficult and is prone to 
blow over in the wind . In addition if you fire too 
closely to them you may find that it has started 
raining bits of diffuser screen . 

The PACT PC's Glint Guard™ circu itry 
allows us to dispense with this silliness. Glint 
Guard™ internally compensates for changes 
in light conditions in much the same manner 
as the automatic exposure feature in a modern 
camera. Now we won 't try to tell you that you 
will never find yourself in a circumstance in 
which the PC has trouble seeing a given round . 
However, under normal conditions you need 
only set up your screens and fire a round over 
them to obtain a velocity reading. 

New PACT Print Driver 
By having us install our optional Print 

Driver in the PC and purchasing our battery 
powered printer you will find yourself in posses­
sion of the ultimate chronograph system. 
When you complete a string just press the 
review key. The PC will ask you if you would 
like to print the string. Tell it " yes", and you 
will be provided with a print-out consist ing of 
the string number, the highest and lowest 
velocities, extreme spread , MAD and all in­
dividual shot numbers and velocities . Keep in 
mind that once the print driver is installed, you 
can purchase the printer at any time . Note: If 
you have already purchased an earlier model 
of the PC, don't despair, we are developing an 
upgrade kit which will allow you to add the Print 
Driver to your PC. 

30 Day Money Back Guarantee 
We designed the PC , we build it , and we 

sell it factory direct to you. We take full respon­
sibility for your satisfaction. If you are not 100% 
satisfied with any PACT product , return it to 
us undamaged (no fair driving over it) with in 
30 days, and we will refund your money. That's 
our promise and you can depend on it. 

PACT, Precision Ch ronograph, PACT PC and Glint Guard are Trademarks of Pract ical Applied Computer Technology, Inc. 



HANDGUN 1/IATH/IR 
AL PICKLES 

13 YEARS OF FIELD TESTING RESULTS 
IN MURRAY'S BIG BORE HUNTING RIG 

Dick Murray has been in the leather busi­
ness for quite a few years and has 

always catered to the hunter and horseman. 
Actually the hunting horseman might be a 
better term. His handmade products have 
included saddle scabbards, saddle bags, 
chaps, shell holders, and other leather items. 

Some 13 years ago Dick developed a 
hunter's holster for his own Smith & Wesson 
Model 29 .44 Magnum which sports a Bo­
Mar combat rib. The holster was the result of 
dissatisfaction with hunter's shoulder rigs 
then available. Much experimentation went 
into the project with many designs and mate­
rials falling by the wayside as being unable to 
stand up to the rigors of the hunting field 
while both protecting the big gun and, at the 
same time, offering a reasonably fast 
presentation. 

After coming up with a fully acceptable 
model, Dick put it through a personal test in 
the field lasting 13 full years. It does not 
surprise me that the holster passed since it is 
probably the most well-made belt holster I 
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have ever examined. 
The holster, which apparently doesn't have 

a name so I'll call it the Murray Hunter's 
Holster, is made from 10 ounce saddle skirt­
ing leather. As a horseman of some modest 

H738-SH 
The "TIGER" is suede 
lined and has a metal 
reinforced belt loop to 
contour with the hip. 
Other features, such 
as the retention screw, 
open bottom, covered 
trigger guard, & metal 
formed sight tunnel 
makes this a very 
functional holster. 

I 

experience, let me assure you this is heavy 
and tough stuff. 

The lining is also heavy but supple top 
grain chap leather. Both have been perfectly 
cured. To give you a better idea of what we 
speak in heavy leather, the back edge which 
includes the two sides, the lining, and the 
welt, is about 5/s of an inch thick. 

The welt , running down the back and 
across the bottom, is first glued in place then 
secured with two rows of stitching using 
heavy nylon thread . The wide belt loop, 
which bears the weight of a large caliber field 
revolver, has no less than four rows of stitch­
ing on both top and bottom. 

One of the most unique features of the 
Murray Hunter's Holster, however, is a 
safety snap which doubles as a flap to protect 
the hammer and hammer recess. Flaps are 
important in a field sidearm. Without them 
there is a good chance of debris clogging up 
the action. As an illustration, have you ever 
spent much time in the woods without 
accumulating all manner of bark, twigs, and 
leaves in the bottom of your pants pocket? 

Murray's design features an outside safety 
snap lip that is 31h inches wide and serves the 
added function of a flap. Additionally, there is 
a leather tab on the top of the holster front 
which , when the safety snap/flap is closed, 
seals in and protects the gun hammer and 
recess. Suffice it to say that the design is 
extremely well thought out and executed. 

The Murray Hunter's Holster is oiled with 
two coats of some special oil mixture devel­
oped over the years, then three coats of finish 
are applied for protection of both the holster 
and the wearer. That is to say that, unlike 
many top name holsters, this rig probably 
will not leak oil onto your clothing. 

Murray's holster presents your gun at a 
butt-to-the-rear angle of about 15 degrees. 
While this is not traditional, it is definitely 
professional. There is quite a difference 
between the two. Butt-to-the-rear looks odd, 
but the presentation allows the fastest draw. 
Acknowledging there are people not inclined 
to change long established habits, Murray 
will also offer the presentation in conven­
tional mode. 

In testing the Murray Hunter's Holster I 
find , much to my surprise and delight, that I 
can execute a good speed draw in spite of the 
modified flap configuration. I would, there­
fore, highly recommend this holster for dep­
uties who carry large magnums on back 
country beats. My last cop job, well after 
official retirement, was that of Tribal Game 
Protector on a very large Indian reservation . 
As such, I often pulled mounted patrol in the 
heavy forests of the Pacific Northwest. This 
was the supreme test of gear and beast. I 
would have felt very comfortable with one of 
Dick Murray's holsters for my .44 Magnum. 

Murray's holsters are very reasonably 
priced at $40 plain, $50 basketweave, and 
$65 with floral tooling. Various dyes are 
available. Dick doesn't have a catalog 
(you don't need one when you are already 
selling all you can make) but can be con­
tacted at Murray Leather Co. , PO. Box 373, 
Aledo, TX 76008, phone ....... 
(817) 441-7480. ~ 
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THE WESTERN HERITAGE MUSEUM is mak­
ing it possible for you to own a complete and definitive 
collection of the guns that played a crucial role in the 
winning of the West. From the Kentucky Flintlock Rifle 
to the Winchester Saddle Ring Carbine. Twenty-five 
great Western guns in all - re-created in miniature. 
Each one accompanied by a fascinating commentary. 
And the complete collection housed in a luxurious 
hardwood display case. 

Every imported miniature will be crafted with exact­
ing detail in fine pewter by The Franklin Mint. So precise 
will each one be that you'll be able to see the trigger 

hinge on the Colt Paterson, the cylinder on the Reming­
ton New Model Revolver, the flintlock and cleaning rod 
on the Kentucky rifle and even the fine engraving on the 
Allen Pepperbox. 

The issue price for each pewter replica is just $12.50, 
with no added charge for the display case. 

Whether you're a gun collector .. . an American his­
tory buff ... or someone who is intrigued by finely crafted 
objects of art .. . you'll want to own this unusual heir­
loom collection. To do so, just mail your application to 
the Western Heritage Museum, c/o The Franklin Mint, 
Franklin Center, PA 19091, by June 30th. 

l) 1988 WH M 

THE GUNS THAT WON THE WEST 
Western Heritage Museum 
C/o The Franklin Mint, Franklin Center, PA 19091 
Please enter my subscription to THE GUNS THAT WON 
THE WEST, consisting of 25 miniature gun replicas to be 
crafted for me in fine pewter. The issue price is $12.50* 
each. I need send no money now. Please send my minia­
tures to me at the rate of two every other month and bill 
me just $12.50* per month, with the first payment due in 
advance of shipment. A display case will be provided at 
no additional charge. *Plus my state sales tax and 

50( for shipping and handling. 

Signature 

Please mail by June 30, 1988. 

Limit of one collection per person. 

Mr./Mrs./Miss 

Address 

City 



PIST01SMITHING 
JOHN LAWSON 

MILLETT BORESIGHTER SOLVES PROBLEM 
OF ZEROING REPLACEMENT IRON SIGHTS 

The most popular modification to a stock 
handgun is replacement of the factory 

sights with a higher visibility fixed or 
adjustable combination. This sometimes 
results in an unwanted side effect: a change 
in point-of- impact relative to the line of 
sight. So, an obvious first step before the 
expenditure of live ammunition, is to bore 
sight the piece, restoring the original bore 
centerline to line of sight divergence , 
regaining a proper point of impact. 

Some silhouette pistols (XP 100, Con­
tender) are easy to bore sight; you clamp 
the action in a padded vise, sight through 
the bore to a white card on a convenient 
shop wall , place an X at bore center and 
then adjust the sights to a point above the X 
that is the exact distance between the bore 
center! ine and the line of sight , be it a scope 
crosshair, an Aimpoint dot or the top of 
the front blade. This distance is called 
parallax. 

Obviously, without sight adjustment, the 
bullet will strike this exact distance below 
the line of sight at the short distance to your 
nearby shop wall. So, it is necessary to 
adjust the rear sight , giving a line of sight X 
on your white card that is the exact distance 
below the bore centerline X in inches that 
your bullet will drop at the range you want 
to sight in. The end result is that you sight 
directly at your target over the known dis­
tance you have chosen for sight-in , your 
bore points, now, above the line of sight , 
and gravity drops your bullet right into the 
X at the target when you fire . 

Most other kinds of pistols and revolvers 
present a variety of complex obstacles to 
conventional bore sighting techniques, to 
wit: while revolvers may be bore sighted 
by clamping the frame in a padded vise, 
opening the cylinder and sighting down the 

18 

bore by using a small mirror, it is 
extremely difficult to locate the bore cen­
ter. I have made small plugs with cross 
hairs, apertures, etc. in years gone by, but 
none were totally satisfactory. I found it 
extremely difficult to position myself 
behind the sights to establish the sight 
plane; usually, something attached to the 
bench or piled thereon was in the way. 

Most autoloaders have no direct visual 
access to the bore. The breech face may be 
a considerable distance from the rear sight, 
and the slide does not allow a continuation 
of the bore line. It is time consuming and 
counter-productive to grind an accurate 
bore diameter rod that will extend from the 
muzzle a foot or so, lay a parallel on the top 
of the rear and front sights, hold it steadily 
while taking accurate measurements at the 
muzzle a foot ahead of this point. 

These were only some of the problems 
encountered in bore sighting most common 
handguns. As a young apprentice gun­
smith , I was told that it was impossible to 
bore sight a handgun . If not , it certainly 
wasn't an easy procedure and very defi­
nitely not a common one. 

All of this changed when Millett intro­
duced their Handgun Boresighter. I've 
used one since it was first made available 
and , although its results are at best approxi­
mate, I've saved ammunition that would 
have been wasted in preliminary sighting­
in and trips between range and bench. 

The Millett Handgun Boresighter con­
sists of a base mounting block with two top 
rods that allow a dial indicator to slide back 
and forth over a replaceable bore rod , 
placed centrally below the indicator mount 
rods. The .45 ACP bore rod and a 
9mm/ .357 rod are supplied with the 
fixture. 

To use the Boresighter, you clamp the 
mount base firmly in a bench vise with the 
rods parallel to the floor. Then you adjust 
the dial indicator mount so that the dial 
indicates zero. It is important to have some 
tension on the indicator point when you are 
indicating zero. Then indicate the length of 
the bore rod. You should get a zero reading 
the entire length. 

Next, you slip the pistol's bore over the 
bore rod, lift the indicator point to clear as 
you slide it forward to a stop and lower the 
rod to read the front sight blade's height 
above the bore rod . Repeat for the rear 
sight, and you have a reading of the diver­
gence above the top lands of the barrel. 
Adding half the diameter of the bore rod 
will give heights above bore centerline. 
should you want that figure. 

I found that the indicator point supplied 
with the Boresighter was creating a prob­
lem: The point would slip into the rear 
sight notch, giving a false reading . I 
merely substituted an elephant's foot (flat 
bottomed , large indicator rod point) from 
Starrett's indicator point assortment and 
my needs were satisfied. The accurate flat 
point straddles the rear sight blade and will 
quickly show a burr as a high point that lets 
light through between blade top and point 
surface. 

Another shortcoming is that the chart 
supplied is only accurate when using high 
velocity factory ammunition and it does 
not allow measurement of very short sight 
radius weapons. You can quickly calculate 
for any sight radius by using this formula: I 
minute of angle = .00029" (twenty-nine 
hundred-thousandths of an inch) per inch 
of sight radius. You must determine the 
sight radius in decimals. To convert a frac­
tion to a decimal , divide the numerator (top 
figure) by the denominator (bottom 
figure .) 

You can now fire a group, determine 
how much to raise or lower a sight and 
adjust it precisely by using the Boresight­
er's dial indicator. 

As a general rule of thumb, revolver 
sights have a higher front blade (in relation 
to the bore's centerline) than the rear blade. 
The difference is based on a number of 
factors, such as grips, frame shape, dis­
tance the crotch of the hand is placed below 
line of sight , etc. 

Autoloaders usually have a front blade 
lower than the rear blade. Colt current pro­
duction pistols vary between .008" and 
.012" difference. Browning Hi Power 
pistols I've observed have a rear sight 
(adjustable) that is .023" higher than the 
front blade. 

A good general rule to follow when 
replacing sights is to accurately measure 
the set you remove and replace them with 
sights that have the same height difference. 

While the old Master Gunsmith who 
taught me my trade may well have been 
right about the impossibility of bore sight­
ing a handgun , the Millett Boresighter is an 
indispensable shop tool for the pistolsmith 
who changes sights or per- ~ 
forms alterations on them . ~ 
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SPRINGFIELD 1911-Al 

WINNERS' 

Always wear eye and ear protection when using any firearm. Safety and instruction 
manuals available from Springfield Armory. 

Send $3 for current four-color catalog. 

NOW IN SIDCK! 
CALL FOR PROMPT 

DELIVERY 

~p ;)J~E~ ~!!) 
.;};)11!);) 1 

Section SR9, 420 West Main Street, 
Geneseo, IL 61254 (309)944-5631 



HAND10ADING 
DAN COTTERMAN 

HEAD SCRATCHING PROBLEM OF 9mm SIZE 
VARIES FROM GUN TO GUN, BORE TO BORE 

Gunmaker Ed Hobbie, who took over Al 
".45 ACP" Dinan's shop, also knew the 

late Harold Sterns of Smith and Wesson. 
With Sterns' cooperation , Hobbie made up 
a couple of Model 39s with long slides. 
Everything was going fine with these and 
other 9mm handguns, using barrels by 
Colt , S&W, Douglas, and Shaw, until 
Hobbie began loading his own ammo. He 
comments as follows: 

"There is an awful disparity with the 
9mm, both in bore diameter and case 
length . (Cases go from . 732" to . 748", 
even from the same maker. ) 

"I wanted to practice pin shooting, fun c­
tion-test my long-slide 39s, and just fool 
around , but I soon discovered that the 9mm 
is a bear to load for pin shooting. I used a 
light load: Lyman 356402 (truncated cone, 
125 grain) or Lyman 358242 (round nose, 
95 grain) linotype/wheelweights 3: I and 
4.4 grains of Bullseye or Unique. Guns 
included an accurized 1911 , both of my 
long-slide 39s, a S&W 9mm revolver, and 
a 9mm Ruger revolver. If I seated the bul­
lets for an overall cartridge length of less 
than 1.100" the bullets would hit sideways. 
Bullets recovered from snow showed total 
fusion to where you couldn't see rifling 
marks at all . Sizing to .355" , .356" or 
.357" made no difference. I had to seat for 
an overall cartridge length of at least 
1.125" before anything good happened . 

The Colt barrel is .355" ; the long-slide 39s 
and one Douglas measure .3545" ; the 
Shaw is .3565'.' Checking the S&W stan­
dard barrels, I found that the old one mea­
sured .354;' while the new one measured 
.357'.' Both revolvers measured .357'.' 

"The strange thing is that all barrels 
shoot jacketed bullets well , but when I seat 
cast bullets according to their shape so the 
front band is at or just touching the origin 
of the rifling good things happen. The bul­
lets shoot well in .38 Special and .357 
revolvers which also shoot jacketed bullets 
well , even the .357"-diameter S&W 9mms 
now made. 

"In desperation I took a H&G Harvey 
Prot-X bore four-cavity mold ( .3585") , 
which cast bullets right onto zinc insert 
washers (.357") . I sized them to .357;' 
then inverted them and sized the front band 
to .356" to a depth of . 125'.' This abortion 
will fit into S&W factory 9mm chambers 
and the Shaw barrel , which I chambered 
with a S&W factory reamer. But they won't 
fit into the Douglas, which I chambered 
'nicer.' Cases fired in the Douglas drop into 
the S&W chamber and also feed fine into 
the Colt chamber, which surprised me. 
They shoot great seated for an overall of 
1.145 ;' but despite Harvey's claim lead as 
bad as they shoot good. Now, all of these 
barrels have different twists, which seems 
to make no difference since it's only the cast 

NOW AVAILABLE IN 

STAINLESS STEEL 
In addition to our popular LONE STAR and MATCH grade barrels of 4140 chrome-moly stee l. the entire 

Shilen line is now offered in stain less stee l. Stainless is recommended when barrels are exposed to moisture, 
and frequent cleaning is not practical. 
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All Shi len barrels are button ri fled with eight lands and grooves, and are ful ly stress relieved. 

Caliber Groove Diameter Twist 
22 R.F. .222 16" 
22 CF .224 14" 
9 mm .355 16" 

38 .357 14" 
.357 .357 18" 
44 .429 20" 
45 .451 16" 

Unturned blanks are available in two standard sizes: 11 /4" X 14" and 11 /4" X 28" 

Smaller diameters can be made to customer speci fication . 
Call or write for Data and Prices. 

Insist on the best - Insist on Shi/en. 
Dealer Inquiries are invited. 

SHILEN RIFLES, INC. 
205 Metro Park Boulevard • Ennis, Texas 75119 • (214) 875-5318 

bullets that are at fault . . . seating depth 
seems to be the key, along with the fact that 
the jackets on swaged bullets are hard 
enough to allow the rifling to spin the 
bullets." 

Hobbie's cast bullets, when seated to an 
overall of uoo;' are obviously jumping 
the gap so as to skid over the rifling lands. 
The result is a leaded bore and loss of 
accuracy, even to the extent of yawing so as 
to hit sideways. His report only confirms 
my long-standing dislike of cast bullets. Of 
course, as he reports, the cast bullets shoot 
well enough when they're seated further 
out , but even so they will never match the 
expansion performance of swaged , jack­
eted bullets. 

Speer's new reloading manual (they're 
up to number II with the publication of this 
one) includes load data for 30 handgun 
calibers. Silhouette shooters will note that 
attention has been given to loading the 
6mm, 6 .5mm, and 7mm TCU cartridges. 
Also detailed are loads for the 7mm Inter­
national Rimmed and the 7mm IHMSA. 
The Speer No. II , which sells for $13. 
notes that seating 9mm bullets just .030" 
deeper raised chamber pressure from 
28 ,000 to 62 ,000 c.u.p. 

Back in 1958, when gasoline was two 
bits a gallon, Dick Lee began selling hi s 
neat little Lee Loaders for $9.95. Now, 30 
years and a few million loads later, hi s son 
John has designed and built a small , single­
stage press that's called "Reloader." I"ve 
had no opportunity to test this press, but 
I've seen a photo of it and it looks like a 
good deal-especially considering the fact 
that , due to what Dick Lee calls "sentimen­
tal reasons," the press is being offered for 
$9.95 if you also buy a set of dies and a 
priming tool. Next year he says the price 
will be $32 , which will fully update pricing 
and put sentimentality in a more practical 
perspective. 

I've declared my dislike of cast bullets, 
but fair's fair so here's a note from hand­
loader Ed Stabler of Satellite Beach, Flor­
ida. He uses 115 grain lead semi-wadcut­
ters from Precision Components, Inc. , and 
writes: "These bullets are hard-cast lead/ 
tin/antimony and rate about 20 on the Bri­
nell Hardness Scale. Loads with 6.1 grains 
of Unique in my Glock 17 will group 1112 to 
(3/4-inch at 25 yards from sandbags. Load­
ing 5. 85 grains of AA-5 gives similar 
results. I have had no feeding problems, 
nor have my friends using the Taurus 99 
and Sig 226. Fired into wet newsprint , the 
LSWC expands to about .51;' and even 
better ifthe end is drilled to make a hollow­
point. I've had no leading problems with 
the PCI bullets-even full -load .357 Mag­
num SWCs don't lead the barrel. I load 
these with CCI 500 primers and seat them 
for an overall length of 1.080. Brass is 
trimmed to .750-inch." 

Share information on good handloads 
and reloading techniques. The address is 
Handloading , Rt. 1, Box 7, Llano, CA 
93544. Send typewritten or clearly ~ 
printed reports only, please . ~ 
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BOOK 
REVIEWS 
The Browning High Power Automatic 
Pistol, by R. Blake Stevens. Hardbound, for­
mat ll 1A by 8 ~ inches. 288 pages, 284 photos 
and other illustrations. $39.95 . Published by 
Collector Grade Publications, Box 250, Sta­
tion "E," Toronto, Ontario, M6H 4E2, 
Canada. 

This excellent and complete treatment of 
the saga of the development and manu­

facture of the Browning/FN High Power 
pistol contains the details you expect - the 
pre-production striker-fired prototypes, and 
their evolution into the HP as we know it 
today. However, it goes much further than 
this. It covers the work of Dieudonne Saive, 
who perfected the original design concept of 
John Moses Browning into the now-familiar 
form of the pistol. Actually, the final pattern 
of the Grande Puissance, as it was called in 
Europe, was as much Saive's as Browning's. 

There are many nice bits of arcane data 
throughout the book, including coverage of 
the early "Grand Rendement" models, which 
had an en bloc hammer system in a remov­
able sub-frame, a Saive design that pre-dated 
the use of this feature by Petter and Tokarev. 
Later in the book, there is a marvelous dou­
ble-action version of the pistol, designed by 
Saive in 1952, a gun that was never put into 
production by Fabrique Nationale. The cov­
erage comes all the way up to the present 
time, with the short-lived "Fast Action" 
model that was in the U.S. Military Trials, 
and the current double-action Hi-Power. An 
intriguing inclusion is the compact version of 
the DA pistol, along with a very abbreviated 
pocket model. 

Along the way, each small improvement 
and change in the basic design is shown in 
detail, making this book valuable not only to 
collectors, but also to gunsmiths. All of the 
many military contracts are covered, from 
the early sales to Belgium and Lithuania, to 
later adoption by the British and several 
nations in South America. Some outstanding 
special pieces are illustrated, such as the 
gold-inlaid HP for King Farouk of Egypt, 
and an elegantly simple pistol that was pre­
sented in 1950 to Winston Churchill. The 
Canadian production of the pistol by the John 
Inglis firm is particularly well-covered, 
including the Chinese contract, as are the 
Indonesian and Hungarian copies. 

I had known for some time that a book on 
the Browning HP was planned by the noted 
American collector, William 0. Drollinger, 
and this project is mentioned by Mr. Stevens 
in his book. The Drollinger volume will illus­
trate as many as possible of the limited-pro­
duction guns and other rare versions, and it 
will be a valuable companion-piece to this 
book. In the meantime, for the arms scholar 
who wants all of the background on the 
renowned High Power, this is the definitive 
work. 

J.B. Wood 
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PISTOL GRIPS 
IVORY POLYMER 

Ajax Grips are 
available for most 

makes and models 
of handguns. 

Dealer Inquiries 
Invited. 

STAG IVORY POLYMER 

A. JACK ROSENBERG & SONS 
12229 COX LANE DALLAS , TEXAS 75244 (214) 241 -6302 

FOR ORDERS ONLY CALL OUR TOLL FREE NUMBER 1-800-527-7537 

YES, IBERE ARE A FEW CALIBERS 
OF ClNIDM RELOADING DIF.S 

WEVEYETTO MAKE. 
At RCBS, we've made custom 

dies for everything from a 17 
Bumble Bee to a 577-500 Mag­
num Nitro Express. Over 3)00 
different custom caliber dies in all. 

And eveiy yeru; that number 
grows as we receive requests for 
one wildcat caliber or another 

Why all the fuss over custom 
die making? Its just 
one example of our 
on-going commit-

When it comes to custom dies, 
' Bill Keyes is our resident 

Big Gun. Got a question' 
Just give him a call. 

ment to the serious reloader The 
kind of commitment you'd expect 
from the people who pioneered 
the art of reloading. 

Need a custom reloading or 
case forming die? Call RCBS. 
Chances are, we already~ the 
tooling to make what you want If 
not, we'll gladly give it our best 
shot 

For orders or infonnation, 
call toll-free: 1-800-533-5000. 

RCBS 
Your Shootii}g Partnet 

CCI. Speer, RCBS, Outers & Weaver 
For a 1988 full line catalog, send $2. 00 fo r postage and handling to: 

Catalog, P.O. Box 1538, Lewiston, ID 83501 
© 1987 Omark Sporting Equipment Division of Blount, Inc. 
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COPTA1K 
MASSAD AYOOB 

SHOULD YOUR OFF·DUTY, PLAINCLOTHES 
HOLSTER HAYE A THUMB BREAK STRAP? 

N o one seriously doubts that the uniform 
duty holster should have some sort of 

safety retaining strap, in addition to whatever 
other retention devices might have been 
designed into the scabbard. In off-duty and 
plainclothes leather, however, the topic 
becomes a subject for debate. 

Many cops who wouldn't dream of going 
on patrol with an unsnapped holster will 
bridle at wearing a safety strap with their off­
duty rig. Some even refer to them as "suicide 
straps," fearing that they'll make a reactive 
quick draw from concealment fatally slow. 

The strapless holster may not be sexier 
than the strapless bra, but it will always be a 
tiny bit quicker to draw from. No national 
IPSC or PPC champion has ever drawn his 
winning gun from a strapped holster. This 
isn't the whole thing, though . I also don't 
know of any national competitor who ever 
happened to be wearing his strapless match 
leather while struggling with an opponent 
who wanted to take his gun away from him 
and kill him with it. 

After nearly 27 years of carrying a 
concealed handgun , I've become a believer in 
safety straps. The only cases I've ever run 
across where a strap slowed a man down 
enough to get him shot by the opponent 
invariably involved someone who did not 
practice clearing the snapped gun quick. To 
me, the big advantage of the strapless holster 
is that it offers a surreptitious draw. When the 
armed robbers in the 7-ll have their back 
turned , the officer can sneak his .45 out of his 
strapless Summer Special without making a 
"snap" sound that might alert the bad guys in 
time to cost the plainclothesman his 

22 

NEW PISTOLS. FRAMES. 
MATCH BARRELS 

·-' ·; .. 
NEW 1911 A1 45 AUTO MATI CS 

$245.00 • 4 50 UPS 
NEW 1911 A 1 STEEL FRA MES 

$82.50 • 2 50 UPS 
NEW FORGED. OV ERSIZE N.M. 5·· or 638 BA RREL 

& BUS HING $89.50 · 2.00 UPS 
STD. 53 , ·· $50.00 • 2 00 UPS 

NEW STAINLESS STANDAR D & CMDR. BB LS. 
$45.00 • 2.00 UPS 

GU N KO TE' FIN ISH KITS $27.50 
NEW COMPLETE LOWER UNIT 

S169.95 · 300 UPS 
NEW COMPLETE UPP ER UNIT 

S149.95 · 3 00 UPS 
Litera ture S1 .DO 

10-RING PRECISION, INC. 
1449 Blue Crest Lane • San An tonio . TX 78232 

1-51 2-494-3063 
Tu esday · Friday. 9 AM to 3 PM CST 

advantage of surprise. 
The safety strap, on the other hand , has the 

great advantage of keeping the gun in the 
leather during strenuous activities like foot 
pursuits, handcuffing of reluctant suspects, 
etc. I've lost guns out of open top holsters 
three times: a 6 11 S&W .38 revolver that 
caught on the butt and was levered out of its 
Rogers breakfront holster as I slid off a six­
foot barricade during a Smith & Wesson 
Academy assault course; a 2 % " Ruger .357 
that bounced out of an early, strapless Bianchi 

For me, the strapped 
revolver was 10% slower 

than the unsnapped. 

Pistol Pocket #3 as I hurdled a low barricade 
at medium speed; and a John Post Combat 
Custom .45 auto that caught its butt on the 
webbing of a lounge chair as I sat down, 
lifting it from its open-top Alessi holster and 
dumping it onto the poolside concrete. 

A thumb-break safety strap would have 
prevented all three embarrass ing and 
potentially dangerous incidents. 

Alas, thumb-breaks can be slow on auto 
pistol holsters. While the wheelgunner can 
simply pop the strap with his thumb as he 
closes his hand on the revolver, the auto 
shooter has to use a distinctly different and 
separate movement or the strap will be 
caught between thumb and slide, pinning the 
gun hopelessly in the leather. "Pull-through" 
safety straps are not the answer, since 
anything other than your hand that "pulls" on 
the gun , including a bad guy, will cause the 
strap to release and surrender the pistol. Such 
a design would have prevented only one of 
the three incidents I experienced. 

True, the bad guy isn't supposed to see 
your concealed gun and lunge for it, but the 
"out of sight, out of mind" concept ceases to 
work if you have to grapple physically with a 
perpetrator. If his hand touches your gun, he's 
gonna grab on it and pull. An open-top or 
pull-through holster will give up the gun to 
him , while a thumb-break is much more 
likely to hang onto the piece long enough for 
you to execute a weapon retention technique. 

To see what the difference really was, I 
went to the range with my assistant Frank 
Muggianu and my Pro-Timer II. I wanted to 
test both auto and revolver in both snapped 
and open-top rigs. For consistency and real­
world concealment , all holsters were inside­
the-waistband designs, and all draws were 
made from under a nylon warmup jacket. 

Safety straps were, of course, fastened on 
each of the strap-type holsters before each 
draw. 

The auto used was a Colt LW Commander 
.45 , loaded with Federal holJowpoint. It had 
been reworked for street carry by Bill 
Laughridge at Cylinder and Slide Shop. The 
sixgun was a 3" S&W model 65 .357, loaded 
with .38 Special and with a duty action tune 
by Mike LaRocca. 

We began with the Commander, cocked 
and locked , in a thumb-break LFI 
concealment rig by Ted Blocker. Throughout 
the exercise, the silhouette target was 25 feet 
away, the hands starting at midline of the 
body. Average time was 1.4 seconds from the 
signal to the first shot, using the Weaver 
stance; one handed shooting cut that to 1.17 
seconds, but accuracy started to slough off. 

Next, the Commander went into a Milt 
Sparks open-top Summer Special with 
matching belt. The average time was 1.31 
seconds to score a hit going into a Weaver 
without having to pause to hit a thumb-break, 
and 1.04 seconds firing one handed. 
Interestingly, hit potential seemed about the 
same one- or two-handed in that exercise. 

The Commander now went into my 
Wayne Umberger shooting bag , to be 
replaced by the 3" S&W revolver. The open­
top rig was an early prototype of the Bianchi 
#3 sans strap (yes, the one I'd once lost a 
Ruger out of) . 1.06 was the average time 
from start signal to first hit firing two­
handed , and one-handed shots cut that to a 
.98 seconds average. Again, hit potential at 
five yards was virtually the same single or 
double handed. 

The Smith & Wesson now went into a Ted 
Blocker concealment holster with thumb­
break. 1.18 was the average time. I did not 
realize until finishing the test that I had 
neglected to do any one-hand shooting. Since 
I'm programmed to draw my revolver from a 
strapped holster and fire from a two-handed 
Isosceles, I automatically did so. 

Strapped auto, 1.4 seconds. Unstrapped 
auto, 1.17 seconds. Strapped revolver, 1.18. 
Unstrapped revolver, 1.06. All two-handed 
drawing from concealment at five yards 
using inside-waistband holsters. Each figure 
included the reaction time of my old, slow 
self, which is about a quarter of a second. All 
draws were from behind the hip. 

Try the tests yourself, to see which works 
better for you based on your training, dex­
terity, and equipment. For me, the strapped 
revolver was 10 % slower than the unsnapped, 
and the strapped auto 15 % slower than the 
unstrapped . 

However, when you consider that the 
unsnapped revolver or auto is perhaps 66 % 
more likely to be lost than out of a thumb­
snapped holster (a subjective figure- it's 
more like 300% in my own experience) , we 
have here a balance of needs. 

Each plainclothesman must address his 
own needs, his own skills, his own hierarchy 
of concerns about his concealed weapon . 
Having addressed mine, I accept a slight loss 
in drawing speed and usually carry my con-
cealed belt gun safety-strapped ..... 
in place. ~ 
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Why Pay More 
For A 

-. ,- .. co., START 

FlJNC 

The Pearl Systems' PST-10 is the first shot timer to combine full functionality, durability, ease of use, and 
best of all reasonable cost in a compact and attractive package. This is made possible through the use of 
state of the art microcomputer technology which allows us to minimize the number of internal components . 
The lower part count not only enhances the reliability of the unit, but also increases the battery life. Compare 
these features and our "Acid Test" with timers costing hundreds of dollars more: 

• Easy to use. Just push the start 
button and you are ready to go. 

• Extremely long battery life. A set of 
4 AA batteries (included) lasts up 
to one year in normal use.* 

• Adjustable par-run for events with 
time limit. 

• Automatic detection of an 
electronic stop plate . 

• Loud, low-frequency buzzer. 

• Automatic shutoff when not in use. 
Remembers all stored shots and 
modes even when off. 

THE ACID TEST 

• Large, easy to read LCD shows 
current time and mode at a glance. 

• Instant and 6-second delayed start. 

• All controls located on easy to 
access front panel. 

ORDER TODAY 
Pearl Systems, Inc. 

Pearl Systems gives you a 30 day satisfaction guarantee on 
your timer. If you are not completely satisfied, we will refund 
the entire amount of your purchase including the postage to 
return it. If you can get any of our competition to give the same 
guarantee, buy both and return the one you don 't like. We 
know which one you will keep! 

P. 0 . Box 25331 - Tamarac , Florida 33320 
Monday - Friday 9 A.M. - 5 P.M. (EST) 

All of our timers are backed by a one year limited warranty. 
Beyond that, your repair bill will never exceed half the cur­
rent price of our timer. Also, we offer a five day turn around 
from date of receipt or we will replace it with a new unit. 

·Estimated at two hours of use a day (using alkali ne batteries) 

Toll Free: 1-800-422-7327 
In Florida: 1-305-581-4521 

Visa, Master Card and COD accepted. 
Florida Residents add 5% sales tax. 
Add $4.50 for shipping and handling. 

Certified check or money order by mail. 

Dealer Inquiries Welcome. 



What's it feel like to be on the other 
end of a .45 running and gunning your 
way through a match against the clock 
and 300 other top competitors? 

If you've been there, you know. If you 
haven't, you can get the feeling by 
reading AMERICAN HANDGUNNER. 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER covers all 
the top competitions in a way no other 
magazine can. 

Writers who actually compete take 
you inside each match giving you the 
thrills and chills of each stage and 
barrier. You 'll find out what it's like to get 
a jam in the middle of a timed event or 
the feeling of blowing through a stage 
without a miss. 

They'll also tell you how winning 
shooters stay sharp during a match 
and what they do to remain on top. 

When you subscribe to AMERICAN 
HANDGUNNER, you'll get all the cham­
pionship coverage you can handle 
plus a look at the latest shooting equip­
ment and techniques. You'll also get 
Massad Ayoob's controversial "Ayoob 
Files", a chance to win a custom hand­
gun through HANDGUNNER's "Custom 
Gun Giveaway", and much more in 
every issue. 

Don't settle for just being another 
face in the crowd ... Subscribe to 
AMERICAN HANDGUNNER and be part 
of the action. 

iiliDllllEI 
Use the adjoining order 
card or write to P 0. Box 
16439, San Diego, CA 
92116 to start your sub· 
scription today! 

Tom Campbell in action at the 
1986 IPSC National Championships. 



development! 

1EATHAM'S C01UMN Was the deciding factor fo r cutting times 
in half on the six-reload-six class ic dr ill a 
matter of shooting stance? Is the Isosceles 
twice as fas t as the Weaver? Partially, but 
guns have gotten better too. T he dedication 
of current champions is higher than ever 
and the des ire fo r excell ence is at a peak. 

ROB LEATHAM 

WEAVER VS. ISOSCELES STANCE IS MORE 
A MATTER OF ONE'S STYLE THAN SKILL 

All of these factors account fo r develop­
ment , not simply whether or not you bend 
your arms in your shooting stance. 

I find it hard to believe, but there st ill 
seems to be a lot of controversy over 

which "style" or "technique" is the best. 
While some ways of doing things seem to 
be superior to others-Weaver versus Isos­
celes stance- the attention to how well 
your technique works seems to be less 
important than if your results are obtained 
with the "proper" technique. 

Consider the Weaver versus the Isos­
celes stances . Which one is better? Well , 
that's a lot like asking if a Ford is "bette r" 
than a Chevy. For you golfe rs out there, it's 
like asking which is the "better" club, a 
putter or a driver? The answer, of course, 
is neither. 

Like a shooting stance, each club has its 
own purpose and place. A long par 5 would 
be a lot longer if you were fo rced to play 
wi th just a putter, and the greens would be 
a much greater challenge if a wood were 
your only club. 

In pistol shooting as in golf, you are 
allowed to choose the style and technique 
you desire. This open-mindedness is the 
basis for many shooting games such as 
IPSC, NRA Action and other progressive 
shooting sports. 

It is this freedom of choice that makes 
this country great and produces champions 
in every sporting event , from golf to pistol 
shooting. You can use any club you like, 
drive any car you choose and shoot any 
stance you desire. 

Why, then, do certain detractors dec ry 
the "wrong" way? Analyze the techniques 
used by every national and world IPSC 
champion currently active and you will see 
a very strong trend towards the straight­
arm style generally called the Isosceles 
Stance. 

Does th is mean the Isosceles stance is 
superior to the classic Weaver version? Not 
necessaril y. Many great shooters of yes­
teryear used the Weaver with devastating 
effectiveness. Ross Seyfried won with the 
most Weaverish of Weavers to capture the 
IPSC World Championship in 1981. If Ross 
were competing today you could bet yo ur 
last buck he would be right at the top in any 
contest with his radicall y bent-ar med 
Weaver. 

But does this mean the Weaver is supe­
rior? Of course not. 

The truth of the whole matter is that, 
with few exceptions, none of the greats is 
winning because of a particular shooting 
style. From a purely functional standpoint , 
each version has its advantages. The 
choice you make is not nearly as important 
as the reason you make it. 
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When I began shooting, the common 
way in my area was with e ither or both 
arms bent . We had our weak-hand index 
fi ngers on the fro nt of the trigger guards 
and we cocked our heads to the side, some­
what uncomfo rtably, to achieve the proper 
look of an agg ress ive shoot ing stance. 
Made great photos, but did little to improve 
our shooting. 

Fortunately, we are an acti ve shooting 
region here in Arizona and we constantly 
expe rim e nt with new techniques and 
equipment. This is called "research and 
development." 

The key word here is development. The 
dic t ionary defin es development as " to 
make full er, bigger, better .. . " To make 
better, then, would be the whole point of 
our testing new methods. 

When I began shooting in competi tion in 
the late 1970s, a good run on the El Presi­
dente was around 10 seconds, clean. Now 
there is a handful of top shooters who can 
shoot a clean score in fi ve seconds! That's 

Master both techniques and learn the 
idiosyncrasies of each. The advantages of 
each - yes, each techn ique has its own 
advantages-are avai lable to you. Both are 
good , learn them both . 

The trick is to use what works. The great 
Bruce Lee of mart ial arts fame preached 
that no technique is the right technique 
because the man, not the method, .... 
makes the pe rfo rmance. Amen. ~ 

Rob Leatham is the only shooter ever to 
win the Triple Crown - /PSC Nat ionals, 
Steel Challenge and Bianchi Cup - in a sin­
gle year and the championship form that 
made his f our IPSC Nat ional Champion­
ships and two World Championships possi­
ble is now being taught at the Leatham 
Shooting Institute. Rob Leatham person­
ally conducts all classes for beginning 
through advanced levels. For more infor­
mation, write Leatham Shooting Institute, 
P O Box /291, Dept. AH, Mesa, AZ 85201. 

The Cobra Combo Shoulder System, tradrtronally a best se ller, has been newly 
red esrgned to add versat rlrty to rts lr ne-up of superror qualrty fea tures 
The Combo readily converts to a waistband hol ster in seconds for rns rd e or 

• 
outside carry . Just run you r belt through the preangled slrde on rear for perfec t 
ou tside carry or attach the swivel st rap for concealable rnsrde ca rry 
From you r dealer or Cobra 
send $58 .95 plus $300 shippi ng. COBRA GUNSKIN 
Specify gun size and right or lef t hand . 133-30 32 AVE. FLUSHING, NY 11354 (718) 762-8181 
Send $3.00 for catalog of complete line. 
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Buy One [DBI[ Book, Get One Free! 
YOU CAN CHARGE IT, TOO! (SEE COUPON) [····i I ~ I 

@ 

AIR GUN DIG~~T ~~,,The Gun Digest BookOf 
2ndBy~~-·~9a~ ~~~ KNIVES 3rd Edition 

The history, trends and technology of air By Jack Lewis & Roger Combs 
guns. Includes a look at the basic air gun All-new edition covers practica lly every 
powerplant types. A report on spring- aspect of the knife world. In-depth report 
piston air gun technology and models of on foreign and domestic manufacturers. 
the late 80's. A discussion of the C02 A look at steel and its properties, includ-
comeback. An important review of air ing Damascus steel. An examination of 
gun safety and tips on maintenance. Also the decorative aspects of knives. A de-
an examination of hunting with air guns.A tailed report on knife collecting.A look at 
peek at the incredibly precise match air war knives and the bayonet. Reports on 
rifles and pistols and a look at com- survival and fighting knives. A how-to in 
petition. A report on paintball guns and knife care and repair. Includes a discuss-
their popularity due to "paint war games". ion of knives in the movies. Special use 
An overview of the current line-up of knives for fishing , skinning, etc. A report 
pneumatic guns. The magnum air rifle on do-it-yourself factory kits. Plus a 
and higher power levels in air guns.And a #K3 glossary of terms and an appendix of 
report on the American air gun industry. $1295 man ufacturers and importers. 256 
256 8 1h"x 11" pages. 8'h''x 11 " pages. 

FlAYDERMAN'S GUIDE TO ANTIQUE 
AMERICAN FIREARMS ... And Their Values 

4th Edition By Norm Flayderman 
This all new edition lets you know which 
guns are hot and which are not with 
completely updated prices and historical 
information. 3,585 models and variants 
are described with all marks and specifica­
tions for quick identification. 2,790 firearms 
are individually priced with full information 
on howtoassessvalues.1,495 largescale 
photographs accompany model descrip­
tions. No facet of antique American arms 
collecting is short-changed; tells how to 
identify, how to evaluate, how to build a 
viable, significant collection . For quick 
referencing, a standardized numbering 
system is included, plus extensive cross 
referenci ng and indexing. And, each 
chapter or chapter sub-group has a bibli­
ography along with the author's comments. 
624 8 '12'' x 11 " pages. 

HANDLOADER'S DIGEST 
11th Edition 
Edited by Ken Warner 
Exclusive report by Edward M. Yard on 
his newly developed method for measur­
ing breech pressure. Don Zutz on shot­
shell trends - loading techniques, new 
components. Clay Harvey examines the 
resurrection of the 6.5 Swede. Kenneth L 
Walters looks at Potter presses. Col. Jim 
Crossman, legal technical expert, explains 
how many hand loaders get into gun 
trouble. R. H. Vandenburg, Jr. provides 
up-to-date instructions for producing 
big bore handgun shot loads, including 
wads, powder charge and cartridge case 
remodeling. Konrad F. Schreier on the 
8mm Mauser and its relation to other rifle 
cartridges. Plus a greatly expanded cata­
log of all currently available loading tools, 
components, chronographs and acces­
sories - in itself. well worth the price of 
the book. Plus much, much more. 352 
8 '12'' x 11 " pages. 

The Gun Digest Book Of MODERN 
GUN VALUES, fJhJ~l!!~n 

Updated and expanded edition of the 
book that's becofTle the standard for 

f~!mfl'-lclll~ valuing modern firearms. All-new edition 
covers the current values of all non-military 
guns introduced from 1900-1985. Nearly 
2000 photos and drawings supplied -
including data on hundreds of new guns 
introduced since the last issue. Gives 
complete specs, original manufacturing/ 
importation/discontinuation dates, and 
detailed descriptions of thousands of 
domestic and imported firearms; hand­
guns, rifles, shotguns and commemora­
tives alike. Guns are listed alphabetically 
by manufacturer within each section for 
easy reference. Highly accurate, hard-to­
ge! information that can help determine 
the true value of your firearms today. 448 
8 '12' ' x 11 " pages. 

The Gun Digest Book Of 
HANDGUN RELOADING By Dean A. Grennell & Wiley M. Clapp 

The reloading cycle from beginning to 
end. Instruct ion on how to select tools. 
discussing pros and cons of each. A look 
at progress ive presses. Inc ludes a de­
tailed section examining interior. exterior 
and terminal ba ll istics of handgun car­
tridges. Test ing the reload: info on bench 
and machine res t testing and the use of 
chronographs. Looks at organ ization of 
the re loading process. the reload ing 
bench and record keepi ng. Exam ines 
commercial bullets. homemade bul lets 
and powders. Covers the composi tion of 
primers, including all variations. A dis­
cussion of brass with details on forming 
into wildcats. Loading data for product ion 
handguns. the Contender pistol and a 
number of handgun wildcats plus report­
ing on a wide range of cartridges. 256 
8 '12' ' x 11 " pages. 
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Buy One \DBll Book, Get One Free! 
YOU CAN CHARGE IT, TOO! (SEE COUPON) I·•··] I ~ I 
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1988 GUN DIGEST 
Edited by Ken Warner 

All-new edition of the biggest 
selling gun book in the world! 
Photos and articles galore. 
Catalog with the latest pri::es 
and specs for all U.S. and im­
ported firearms. 4SO SW'x 11" 
pages. 

#GOSS .. . .. .... $16.95 

MODERN LAW 
ENFORCEMENT 
WEAPONS AND TACTICS 

By Wiley M. Clapp 
An in-depth look at weapons, 
equipment and tactics used 
by law enforcement agencies. 
Examines basic guns and 
special situation wea)>Ons & 
equipment. 256 SW x 11" 
pages. 
#MLEW •.... .. $13.95 
MILITARY SMALL ARMS 
OF THE 20TH CENTURY 
5th Edition 
By Ian V. Hogg & John Weeks 
New pistols. sub-machine guns. 
bolt action rifies. anti -tank rifies 
and machine guns . inc. USS R 
ASK SMG. FN BG M-1 5s. WA 
2000 Sniping rifies. Browning ·s 
DA Compact pi sto l. 304 s · ~ ., 
x I I " pages . 
#MSA5 .. ..... $16.95 
HANDGUN DIGEST 

By Dean A Grennell 

A C0111plete overview of hand­
guns. Test-firing techniques and 
equipment. Handgun hunting. A 
look at numerous guns and car­
tridges. Special applications. 
Future trends. Much more. 256 
SW'x 11 " pages. 

#HAND . . . . .... $12.95 

1988 GUNS ILLUSTRATED 
20th Edition 

Edited by Harold A. Murtz 
Features on the Sauer Model 
2000, the 22 Winchester Mag­
num Rimfire, the Manhurin 73 
Sport, the Derringer, G-41, 30 
ACP and many more guns and 
accessories. Extensive urvl~ted 
catalog section. 320 Sl-:Z'-;i I" 
pages. 
#GISS .. ... .... $14.95 

THE GUN DIGEST BOOK 
OF ASSAULT WEAPONS 

Edited by Jack Lewis 
A detailed analysis of assault­
type weapons , including test­
fire reports of the latest full 
and semi-autos: centerfires, 
rimfires and shotguns. Plus 
design trends and new philo­
sophies, more. 256 S l-l'' x 
11 " pages. 

#AW .... .... $12.95 
THE GUN DIGEST BOOK 
OF9mm HANDGUNS 

By Dean A. Grennell 
& Wiley M. Clapp 

Covers the cartridge and the guns 
that have been made for 1t in 
greater depth than any other work 
available. Side-by-side ammo 
tesdire reports using the Beretta 
Model 92F. Evaluation of over 
50 guns. 256 SW' x 11 " pages. 

#9MM . .... .. . $12.95 
GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 
PISTOLSMITHING 

By Jack Mitchell 
Covers smoothing, tuning, 
timing.joining, metal temper­
ing, rebarrelling, troubleshoot­
ing, accurizing, installinR,/al ­
tering sights,, making reprace­
ment parts. r.its for a 45 auto 
rebuilding a junker pistol. 2SS 
SW ' x 11 " pages. 

#PJST. . $12.95 

CARTRIDGES OF THE GUN DIGEST TREASURY 
WORLD, 5th Edition 6th Edition 

By Frank C. Barnes Edited by Ken Warner 
Completely up-dated, this en- Top articles from the first 40 
cyclopedic work covers the yearsofGUNDIGEST along 
dimensions , performance para- with complete indexes to an 
meters, physical characteris- editions of GUN DIGEST, 
tics for over 1,000 different HANDLOADERSDIGEST, 
cartridges in one well-organ- GUNS ILLUSTRATED and 

• ized book. 416 SW ' x 11 " GUN DIGEST HUNTING 
pages. ANNUAL. 320 SW' x 11" 
#COWS .. ... . $16.95 pages. #GDT6 . $14.95 

1988 GUN DIGEST 
HUNTING ANNUAL 
5th Edition Edited by 

Robert S.L. Anderson 
Covers wingshot., deer tracking, 
elk hunting, bear hunting and 
guns like Winchester's models 
86 and 711.'?]g bore lever action 
rifles, S&w s 422. Plus much 
more. Complete huntin~ license 
directory. 256 SW'x 11 J>3ies. 
#HASS .. ....... $13.95 
GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 
COMBAT HANDGUN NERY 
By Jack Lewis & Jack Mitchell 
From the basi cs to compe­
tition training and exercises. 
Coverage of the Bianchi Cup . 
the Steel Challenge and W orld 
Championships with diagrams 
and how to shoot courses. 
2S8 81-1' ' x 11 ·· pages . 

#COMB ...... . $12.95 
r--------------------------, TWO BOOKS FOR PRICE 

OF ONE! HERE'S HOW! 
Buy one ol the DBI books shown 1n this ad and 
get another DBI book FRE E' 
(a) Buy any book(s) 1n this ad at reta il price 
(b) For eac h book you buy. you may selec t a 

second book from th is ad of the same price 
or less FREE• 

(c) Please include $2.50 for each FREE book 
you order to help us cover postage. 
insurance, packing and hand ling. 

(d) This olfer is res tric ted to pu rc hases made 
by matl order from this ad only 
A B 

r m Buying Reta il 
These Price 

$ 
Book • 

$ 

Book • 
$ 

Book • 
s 

c 
Send These 

FR EE • 

Book • 

Book • 

Book • 

Book • ook • 
Column "B" Total $ ___ __ _ 
PLUS postage, insurance and handling fee 
($2.50 for each FREE book) 

$ _____ _ 
TOTAL O RDER $ _ ___ _ 

Please check one 
0 I enc lose full payment by check or 

money order [•n•J ~ 0 Charge my credit card • . . . ws..-
0 Mastercard 0 Visa '' ·. . ' 1 

Acct. No. -------------® 
Exp. Date ____________ _ 

Signature ____________ _ 

Phone No. ( __ ) _________ _ 

1C>DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. 
ALLOW 4·5 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY. 

DBI BOOKS, INC. Dept S734 
4092 Commerc ia l Ave Northbrook IL 60062 

Address _____________ _ 

C1 1y _ ______________ _ 

S1a1e _ ________ Z1p _ ___ _ 
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The AYOOB llLIS 

ARMED ROBBERY IN PROGRESS: 
THE STANTON ROBINSON INCIDENT 

Situation: A junkie with a 
semi-auto rifle holds up a 
restaurant with evil in his 
eye and murder in his heart. 

Lesson: An employee with a 
fast hand and a . 44 Special 
revolver shows cool under 
fire and a will to survive. 

It is early evening on the 15th of February, 1985, and Stanton Robinson is dressing for work. 
First he dons a Jackass shoulder system, a locally made product that holds the gun horizontally under the arm. Under the 

arm goes a Smith & Wesson Model 24, a heavy-frame .44 Special custom-ordered with three-inch barrel and rounded S&W 
walnut grips. It is loaded with Glaser Safety Slugs. Next on is the blue steel Smith & Wesson Model 36 Chief's Special, with five 
Winchester + P 158 grain lead hollowpoint .38 Special cartridges in its chambers. There 's no holster for the Chief: its right grip 
panel has been replaced with a Barami Clip Grip , which hooks onto the edge of his belt securely as Robinson stuffs it butt­
forward in the waistband behind his left hip. Spare ammo for the Chief goes into a pocket, and Safariland speedloaders filled 
with Winchester Silvertip .44 Special go into a pouch under his right arm, balancing the weight of the heavy revolver in the 
Jackass rig, a well-worn holster assembly now marketed by Galco. 

A massive and intimidating man, Robinson stands six feet four and weighs well over 300 pounds. He shrugs into a loose 
brown jacket to cover the hardware. 

Then he heads for work, at Burger King. 
Ordinary fast food restaurants do not require armed employees, but there is nothing ordinary about the Burger King on 

South Ashland Street, Chicago. In the heart of Englewood's rough ghetto district, the good people who make up most of its 
clientele are occasionally joined by thieves, pimps, and junkies. Only two months before, when he was working at another 
Burger King in the area, manager Odell Johnson had been robbed at gunpoint. One of the two robbers in that incident had 
attempted to shoot Johnson. Now, at the new location, he understandably found it comforting that his huge employee was 
armed. 

Stan arrived for work a few minutes before his shift began at 7 p.m. He walked into the back, the food preparation area, and 
began chatting with a pretty young female employee. In a moment, his shift would begin. 

It began with a bang. At almost exactly 1900 hours, Stanton Robinson heard a commotion out front near the service counter. 
Almost immediately, the thumping of fast moving feet was joined by screaming. 

The girl was forgotten. Robinson moved toward the sound with a big man's practiced economy of motion, gliding silently as 
his right hand slid under the jacket and onto the finger-grooved walnut grips of his .44 Special, his thumb poised on the safety 
strap release . 

He had almost reached the swinging doors that separated the front customer area from the back when those doors burst 
open. He saw manager Odell Johnson coming through, bent forward in a scuttling motion that was a half run and half crawl, 
his hands flailing forward for balance. 

Robinson heard him cry, "There's a guy up there with a gun!" 
What the terrified restaurant manager doesn 't add is that he has seen the face behind the gun before. The robber is the 

same man who held him up and almost killed him two months ago. He also neglects to tell Robinson that there is a second 

perpetrator who appears to be holding a pistol. 

The chunky revolver has cleared leather now, and as Stanton Robinson reaches the doorway, he doesn't know exactly what 
is waiting for him. 

What is waiting is a team of professional armed robbers. Robert Stevenson, 34, is an ex-junkie who stands five-ten and 
weighs an emaciated 130 pounds. He is wearing jeans, a skullcap, tennis shoes, and a GI fatigue jacket to cover his sawed off 
weapon. The gun is a Savage Model 6 semi-automatic rifle, fully loaded with .22 Long Rifle ammo. Behind him is his partner, 
LaRossa Mullins, a bigger man who is on parole for armed robbery. In his hand is a "non-gun," an authentic replica of a large 
handgun, carried for intimidation value. 

As the robbery began moments ago, Stevenson had recognized the manager as the man he had tried without success to 

Co11ti11ued ot1 page 64 
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JERRY BARNHART-Winner 87 l.P.S.C. 
Na ti's & 87 Steel Challenge. "Ive tried them ~.,,. 

all, SHOOTING STAR mags are the best. " ~ \-
ROB LEATHAM- Win ner 83and86 i _ 
l.P.S.C. World Shoot- 83 , 84, 85, 86 l.P.S.C. 
Nat/'s-85 Bianchi Cup- 85 Steel Challenge. 
"Extra capacity and improved perform- _ 4, 
ance make SHOOTING ST AR mags my ~ 

choice for serious competition." ~- < 
BRIAN ENOS-Winner 83 & 84 Bianchi 
Cup. "These mags work, everytime'" <_ <;,...,. .45 Stainless .38 .45 
J. MICHAEL PLAXCO-Winner 82 conversion Kits 

l .P.S.C. Na ti's & 82 Steel Challenge. "Reliability is a must in I.P.S.C. 
matches; that is why I use SHOOTING ST AR mags. 
STEVE NASTOFF- Master gunsmith and I.P.S.C. shooter. "Quality, 
dependability and longevity are my trademarks. That's what I get with 
SHOOTING ST AR products. 
CHIP McCORMICK-Winner 86 Steel Challenge. "I own and operate 
SHOOTING STAR IN D. To inquire about and order America's best 
magazines and accessories ca ll and ask for me." 
SHOOTING STAR mags ha ve special feed lips to enhance perform­
ance. The pa tented follower, which allows extra capacity, has been 
winning for 7 yea rs. All mags have 2 holes positioned in the base plate 
to accept screw on base pad s. These are a few of the reasons that 
SHOOTING ST AR mags are the CHOICE OF CHAMPIONS. 

Overseas Dea lers inquire about Pistol Parts and Accessories. 
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Model 1911 Magazines 
Srd- .45 Blue 

Price w/Base Pad 

Srd- .45 Stainless 
1 Ord-.38 Blue 
10rd- .38 Stainless 
7rd-.45 Blue 
7rd- .45 Stainless 
9rd-.38 Blue 
9rd-.38 Stainless 

$19.50 
22.50 
21.95 
27.95 
13.50 
16.50 
13.95 
17.95 

$21.50 
24.50 
23.95 
29.95 
15.50 
18.50 
15.95 
19.95 

Conversion Kits-(add s 1 rd to standard mags) 
Srd-.45 Kit (Gov' t) $10.50 
Srd- .45 Kit (Wilson) 10.50 
7rd- .45 Kit (Offi cers) 10.50 
10rd-.38 Kit (Gov' t) 12.50 
9rd- .45 Kit (S&W 645-745) 12.50 
Srd- .45 Kit (SIG 220) 12.50 
Shaw Base Pad- w /screws (Gov' t) 2.50 
How to Order 
Prepaid orders send Money Order 
or Bank Check. No Personal Checks. 
Shipping & Handling Charges $3.00 
COD- UPS add $1.90 
Texas Residents add tax 8% 

Call or Write to 
SHOOTI NG STAR I D. ~ 
7506 Bender Dri ve o.OTJ_ 
Austin, TX 78749 6 -
Ca ll 10 a.m.-4 p.m. CST, 
Mon.-Fri. (512)280-3666 
Dea lers send FFL 
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I n 1905 , Smith & Wesson began testing a 
new cartridge and a new sixgun , both of 

which turned out to have a tremendous 
impact on the shooting world . By 1908, the 
.44 Hand Ejector First Model and the new 
.44 Special cartridge were available to six-

BY JOHN TAFFIN 

fondly remembered as "The Triple-Lock" 
because of its system of locking the cylin­
der in three places: at the rear, at the front 
of the extractor rod, and also at the front of 
the cy linder, where the yoke meets the bar­
re l. This third lock was soon dropped as 

the .44 Special 
gunners. The new factory loading of the 
.44 Special car ried a 246 grain bullet over 
26 grai ns of black powder, basically the 
same load as the old .44 Russian, but both 
the new round and the new sixgun had 
great future possibilities. 

The first N-frame Smith & Wesson is 

being too expensive to manufacture and 
now 80 years later both Dan Wesson and 
Ruger lock their cy linders in much the 
same way. Many fanciers of fine sixguns 
believe the old Triple-Lock is the finest 
example of revolver making to ever exit the 
Smith & Wesson factory. 

The Triple-Lock is long gone but the .44 
Special lives on. If pressed to the wall , I 
would have to vote fo r the .44 Special as 
the most sig nifi cant development in 
revolver cartridges in this century. Not so 
much for what it was, or is, but for the 
doors it opened. Pioneer experimenters 
soon realized what they had to work with 
and replaced the anemic 700 fps factory 
load with handloads giving 1100-1200 fps. 
The .44 Special is aptly named as it is a 
specialized cartridge that can only realize 
its best potential when handloaded. 

Th e .44 Special , h a ndl oa d ed to 
1100-1200 fps with 250 grain semi-wadcut­
ter bullets, spawned interest in really 
powerful sixguns. The Special and the 
experiments of handloaders, who wrote 
numerous articles in The American Rifle-

HIGH PERFORMANCE, FAVORITE .44 SPECIAL LOADS 
VELOCITY 

1500 SMITH & WESSON M·24 6 1/2 INCH 

1400 

1300 

1200 

1100 

1000 

I 

__ 90-<0 1 

15.5 16.5 17.0 18.0 19.0 17.0 18.0 19.0 15.0 16.0 17.0 7.5 8.0 
#2400 Hll 0 H4227 AA #9 UNIQUE 

Lyman #429421 
250 gr. Keith SWC 

9 .0 10.0 11.0 11.5 18.0 18.5 

UNIQUE HERCO #2400 

H&G #237GC 
200 gr. SWC 

6.5 7.0 LOAD 
WW231 POWDER 

NEI #185.429WC 
180 gr. WC 

NOTE: Heavier loads, those above 1,000 fps, should only be used in late model .44 Special Colt and Smith and Wesson revo lvers. All 
loads use WW cases and CCI #350 primers. All cast bullets are sized .428'.' 
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man from 1927-1941 , opened the doors for 
the .357 Magnum. And the tremendous 
popularity of the .357 Magnum as a sports­
man's sixgun, led to the creation of the .44 
Magnum , which had to come long before 
the sixgunning public was ready to accept 
the .454 Casull. Ain't progress wonderful? 

The main proponent of the .44 Special 
was, of course, the legendary Elmer Keith. 
For 30 years, or until the advent of the .44 
Magnum , as far as Elmer was concerned 
there were only two kinds of sixguns: .44 
Special s and all others. 

He had a positive effect on thousands of 
sixgunners with his writings which always 
preached the power and accuracy of the .44 
Special. His early load , using the old bal­
loon head cases, was standardized at 18 .5 
grains of #2400 with his #429421 Lyman 
250 grain semi-wadcutter. When folded 
head cases were replaced by solid head 
cases, the standard load was dropped to 
17.0 grains of #2400 with the same bullet. 

Keith always claimed 1200 fps with his 
load and finding some balloon head cases 
that were in perfect shape, I duplicated his 
old load. As usual , Keith was right. My 
duplicate loads clocked 1233 fps from a 
7 1/2 11 barrelled Colt . 

Wanting to see just how strong modern 
.44 Special brass is, I did two things. First I 
sectioned both .44 Special and .44 Mag­
num brass and found them identical in 
cross sectional area . Secondly, I trimmed 
.44 Magnum brass to .44 Special length 
and found both cases had the same capacity 
and weighed the same. I then loaded a 
batch of both cases with the same load of 
17.0 grains of #2400 and 250 grain SWC's. 
The muzzle veloc ities were virtually 
identical. 

The brass may be the same, but .44 Spe­
cial sixguns are not .44 Magnums. Com­
pare a Colt Single Action to a Ruger 
Redhawk and this is readily apparent. DO 
NOT TRY TO LOAD .44 SPECIALS 
TO .44 MAGNUM VELOCITIES! The 
results could be disastrous. 

There are so many excellent bullets 
available for the .44 Special that one could 
spend a lifetime of shooting just experi­
menting with the old .44. The .44 Special 
is a cast bullet revolver for a couple of 
reasons . Speeds necessary for the expan­
sion of most jacketed bullets can only be 
obtained by pushing relatively lightweight 
. 44 Special sixguns to the limit, which is 
not conducive to long life for either sixgun 
or sixgunner. 

Also, most .44 Specials have groove 
diameters of .426 11 -.428 11 while most jack­
eted bullets are .43011 in diameter. I , for 
one, do not like the idea of pushing a jack­
eted .430 11 down a .426 11 hole. On the rare 
occasion that I do use a jacketed bullet in 
my .44 Specials it is Sierra's 180 grain JHC 
loaded to 1200 to 1300 fps using 20.0 
grains of #2400. 

Favorite cast bullets for the .44 Special 
are Keith's original #429421 250 grain 
semi-wadcutter as produced by Lyman , 
who just recently modified the design to get 
it back to the original idea of three driving 
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bands of the same width and a square cor­
nered grease groove. NEI's #260.429 is a 
very close copy except the nose is just a tad 
bit longer than Lyman's design. Both are 
excellent bullets. 

Lyman also produces two bullets 
designed by Ray Thompson back in the 
'50s. Their #429244 is a 255 grain gas­
checked SWC, while #429215 is a 220 
grain gas-checked SWC. All four of these 
bullets are excellent performers on targets 
as well as game. A lightweight .44 Special 
buJlet that I prefer is Hensley & Gibbs' 200 
grain gas-checked SWC #237GC. 

For light loads in the large frame .44 
Specials, or for defensive use in the Char­
ter Arms Bulldog, bullets usually chosen 
are NEI's #200.429 , a 200 grain SWC, or 
NEI's #185.429 , a full wadcutter. These 
lighter weight bullets mate perfectly with 
the 19 ounce Bulldog. 

Favorite loads for the .44 Special are 
easy to identify as I have been shooting the 
same three loads ever since my wife pre­
sented me with my first .44 Special at our 
first Christmas together. Using either the 
Lyman or NEI Keith bullets at 250 grains, 
my light load is 6.0 grains of Unique for 
around 675 fps. Very pleasant to shoot , 
duplicates factory load, and also very 
accurate. Unique is also employed for my 
most used medium loading, 7.5 grains for 
around 900 fps . This is very close to a 
perfect defensive load-plenty of power 
and easily controlled. 

For a heavy load , I have not been able to 
improve on Keith's old load of 17.0 grains 
of #2400 and a 250 grain bullet. This load 
gives velocities right at 1200 fps and is 
certainly adequate for any Idaho deer or 
black bear at reasonable ranges. All bullets 
are sized to .428 11 for use in my Colts and 
Smiths; cases extract easily with no signs 
of excessive pressure. 

This load shoots five shot groups at 25 
yards of one inch or less in both my Colt 
New Frontier 7 1/2 " and my Smith & 
Wesson 6 1/211 Model 24. In fact , the Colt 
New Frontier .44 Special 7 1/2 11 with its 
combination of accuracy, power, light­
weight, easy to pack quality, and just plain 
good looks, comes very close to being my 
idea of a perfect sixgun. 

Since most .44 Specials have barrels of 
.426 11 (Colts) to .428 11 (Smith & Wessons) , 
my best results have been obtained with 
bullets sized to .428 11

• All brass is full 
length resized first and most loading die 
sets have to be adjusted to use .428 11 bul­
lets, as the expander balls provided with 
.44 Special dies are set to prepare the cases 
for .430 11 bullets. A special .425 11 expander 
ball is necessary to prevent .428 11 bullets 
from fitting loosely in the case. These can 
be special ordered or the original expander 
can be turned down a few thousandths to 
insure a tight fit. Both a heavy crimp and a 
tight friction fit are necessary to start the 
powder burning properly. 

A myth has grown up around the .44 
Special , namely that of being the most 
accurate of sixgun cartridges. It probably 

Co11ti111ted 011 poge 92 

THUM BUSTERS! 

No More Pain 
in the thumb 

12 SHOT MAGAZINES 
UNIQUELY EQUIPPED 

WITH A 1 LB. CONSTANT 
FORCE SPRING FOR 

EASY LOADING 

Suggested 
List Price 
14.95 

Item #MAK 1210 .... Item llMAB 1312 .... 
Fits RUGER MARK Fits BROWNING 
I" & II". CHALLENGER II & 

Ill, and BUCKMARK 
- fits and functions 
in all 3 without 
modification' 

Increased Performance - 20% 
MORE FIREPOWER. ,. 
No Modification Necessary -
Magazines do not extend from gun. 
Some Magazines Hurt to Load -
eliminate tension with ours . 
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THE DUTCHMAN USE COUPON 
BELOW OR 

CALL TOLL FREE 1·800·821·5157 

Lets You See Them . .. 
But They Can't See You 
AN/PAS-5 INFRARED 
GOGGLES 
Used by U.S. forces in Viet 
Nam and refined by the Israeli 
Army for desert warfare and 
counter-terrorist campaigns. 
Direct from Israeli storerooms and 
operation ready. 

Now you can see them ... but they 
can't see you' Blend into the night , 
virtually invisible while your IR goggles 
turn night into day. The ultimate in 

ONLY $398 
POSTPAID 

high-tech . Ideal for surveillance, hunting , war games, police, survival settings, home 
security, urban patrolling . 

The most sophisticated yet developed. Made Designed for "hands free" operation . Fit snug on head. Weigh about 11-oz. Here's 
for professional hunters to hear approaching what you get: 1) AN/PAS-5 IR goggle binoculars 2) built-in close-up lens assembly 3) 
animals at a great distance, the vanSleek has light restriction caps 4) operating manual 5) mercury battery 6) high impact carrying 
now been discovered by the security industry. case 7) 4'12' ' super concave IR fi lter 8) 100,000 candlepower Blue Streak Rescue Light 
On city terrain , sounds leap across blocks and (light source) 9) adjusting head strap assembly. Additional batteries $5.00 each, 1-3/4" 
streets. Guards are using VanSleek in pr ison IR filter $9.00, 5-3/8" IR filter $16.00, 4'12'' concave IR filter $16.00. 
yards to listen to convicts. The range of uses Infrared systems can cost $$thousands. Here is your chance for just $398.00 to own 
of the VanSleek Farfoon is astonishing and a sophisticated IR system complete with everything you need for operation - goggles, 
satisfaction is over-whelming. Receptivity plus. light source, filter and more. Sorry, at these prices NO credit cards or COD ; money 

$63 POSTPAID 

50,000 VOLTS! 
The Nova XR5000 Stun Gun 

can protect you from attackers. 

STUN GUN will instantly "scramble" attacker's 
nervous syst em causing immediate 
(temporary) paralysis' By simply touching 
your attacker anywhere, he will drop helpless 
even through many layers of clothing . STUN 
GUN is not lethal and is safe to user. Cannot 
transmit shock back to you. Requires a 9 volt 
nicad battery and charger $16.00. The Nova 
is sold with a leather holster for $63.00 
postpa id. This is the authentic American 
made product. Put 50,000 vo lts in the palm 
of your hand , order today. 

VanSleek is superior to direct receiver orders and cashiers checks ONLY for this item. 
products .. . utilizes a built-in 3V2' parabolic i-;,,,;,;,;;,,;;;;;;,;,;;;;,;;;;,;;,,;;~;;,;;;;:::::;,:,;:::::::::::=:::.-:.:::==============-1 
dish for Sound Mirror effect previously only 
found on larger, more expensive units. 
Convenient size, small enough for use in tight 
places Weighs about 2-lbs. Solid-state 
circuitry. Powered by 6 pen-light batteries for 
increased amplitude. $148.00 postpaid and 
worth it! 

BUG BOX 
You Need The 
BUG BOX 
For Telephone 
Privacy 

• 
Assure complete telephone privacy with 
this telephone tap detector. It's the only 
device of its kind that prevents same-line 
eavesdropping PLUS notifies you of 
unauthorized intrusion onto your line. While 
most tap-detectors must screw into your 
phone's mouthpiece, the BUG BOX is totally 
independent: plug your modular phone into 
tiny (3" x 2" x 1") BUG BOX, then plug BUG 
BOX into the wall jack. Now you 've got 
TOTAL privacy - BUG BOX's red indicator 
light lets you know if someone is 
eavesdropping AND if someone has 
intentionally (or unintentionally) tapped 
your lines inside or outside the house. 
BONUS: Attach BUG BOX to every phone 
in your house, then you , AND ONLY YOU, 
can access the phone. BUG BOX not onl) 
tells you if someone else is on the line, it 
KEEPS THEM OFF with its Privacy Shut-out 
Circuit. THEY CAN'T LISTEN IN EVEN IF 
THEY WANTED TO! Buy one BUG BOX and 
use its red indicator light to tell you if 
someone else has come "on line"; buy as 
many BUG BOX's as you have phones, and 
have it both ways - total Privacy Shut-out 
plus visible red light indicators. NO OTHER 
TAP DETECTOR HAS BOTH THESE 
FEATURES! Order BUG BOX for $48.00 
postpaid , and each additional unit for 
$30.00 each. 

FOLDING 
TRENCH KNIFE 
$9.50 postpaid 

~ 

TEAR GAS 
PENalyzer 

CS Tear Gas 
$8.95 

Looks like an ordinary ball point 

-~ ~~~ · P~~1m:~e:~ew~~~P~~:e~~I·~~ 
got a potent punch of CS Tear 
GAS at your disposal. Wear 

~ PENalyzer in your shirt pocket ! and have unobtrusive security no 
.. maner where you are. Bg aresol 

shoots disabling blast 6 to 8 feet . 
PENalyzer is filled in France by 
one of the world 's oldest and 
largest manufacturers of chemi­
cals and equipment for 
po lice/military applications. 
Special Dutchman price of $8.95 
each or six for $29.00 postpaid . 
Hurry, supplies are limited on this 
very unique product. 

MACE® 
Don't mistake MACE with 
lesser tear gas aerosols . 
Chemical MACE delivers a 

1 
potent punch of highly c· / 
purified CN tear· gas to ~: 1 
incapacitate an assa ilant 
allol'<ing you plenty of time to , 
get away. MK-VI unit comes , ·. 
in individual gun' like case .__ 
with real trigger act ion. 
Unique pistol grip allows quick hand orientat ion 
and sure action; attach to key-ring, purse or belt. 
Fires about 25 half-second bursts. Order one for 
$14.50 and SAVE by ordering six for $60.00. 

PHONE RECORDER 

Electronic ma rvel tapes phone call s 
automaticallynegally. Keep a permanent record of 
all phone conversations - unit starts your recorder 
only when your phone or extension is lifted , and 
stops when you hang up. Tiny size, just 
5" x 3" x 1". 

SECRET EAR 
For Protection $169.00 POSTPAID 

& Surveillance 1' ---=--=­
Via Your 
Telephone. 
Tele -Monitor 
2000 lets you 
discreetly 
listen in on unusual 
activities on any prnmises 
via the telephone. Small device (S'h"" x 3'h" x 1') plugs 
into any modular jack. Does not reQuire beeper/pager; 
takes just a touch tone phooe. Simply call number Tele· 
Monitor is attached to. access by pushing the correct 
to uch-tone buttons. Once activated , super sensitive 
mike picks up the most minute of sounds. Monitor 
computer & printer operations while you're <IrNay: use 
for security to hear any unusual sounds - smoke 
alarm , surge alarm. cries for help, muffled sounds of 
burglars at work. Compatible with any American phone 
exchange. Up to four units can be attached to one 
phone line. so you can monitor from room to room . 
Normal phone operations are not affected. American· 
made. state·Of-the-an and priced right for just $169.00 
oos1paid (additional units $150.00 each). Order by mail 

SOUND DETECTORS 
Electronic Shooter's Muff 

~.$148 
~ POSTPAID 

·r 

&I 
SHOOTER'S EAR™ 

Praised by SWAT teams/police, serious 
shooters & sportsmen . 3 in 1 ELECTRONIC 
hearing : Sound Amplifier, Sound 
Suppressor & Top Quality Ear Muffs. Stereo 
operation . "Off" gives conventional ear 
muffs. "On" lets two sensitive, powerful 
microphones in each muff detect low level 
sounds and AMPLIFY to normal hearing 
level ; loud noises are SUPPRESSED to 
acceptable levels. Volume control knob for 
precise pickup. Powered by 9v battery, is 
lightweight and has one year warranty. 
$148.00 postpaid . 

For just $46.00 because it's made of 
all THE RIGHT STUFF. The classic 
WWII Bomber Jacket for the 
Aviator/Racer look. Made of Oura­
Hide, a man-made leather that defies 
you to tell ~ from the real thing. 

This is your chance to pick up the honest look today 
at a very reasonable price. Check out these features : 
heavy duty Brass zippers: horizontal (zippered) and 
vertical front pockets: zippered left sleeve utility 
pocket: heavy duty knit cuffs and waistband ; heavy 
v.eight pile collar: stylish epaulettes on each shoukler; 
inside storm flap for wind resistance; 100% nylon 
lining; 8-ounces polyester body fill for warmth that 
doesn't v.eigh you down. This is a jacket taking 

i
America by Storm ... don't miss out. Order yours 
today for just $46.00 plu s $3.00 shipping . Specify 
XS (30-32), S (34-36), M (38-40), L (42-44), XL (46) 
and XXL (48-50) and be sure to tell us BLACK or 
BROWN. 

.=~= -CHARGE CARD ORDERS I 
I ..... Toll Free 800-821-5157 I 
t ... In Missouri 816-221~3581 I 
1 We stlip UPS 1.-.i .,! I 
r Please provide street address ~ . . ~~ 

I MAIL IN ORDERS . I 
l Send check or mone'f order to the I 
I address below. · 

l . The Dutchman 
I · Dept. AH58 
I P.O. Box 12548 
I Overland Park, KS 66212 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

ITEM PRICE [_+------ILJ 
TOTAL 

!Name -----------
1 
lAddress ------------

l'c~Y ~---------
~ -
f State . z~ . ··'·. ©191!7,1 

-------------------------------------------------------~ 



HOW TO 

By Richard Savino 

T o some of you out there in PistolLand, this may seem to be one 
of those nowhere topics. Everybody knows about the need for 
dry-firing practice. Just unload the gun and start snapping it in 

a safe direction . Right? 
Wrong. The subject is often mentioned in passing, even in other­

wise exhaustive texts on gun handling. But it's not simple. It's decep­
tively complicated. 
People have been O ......._ 
killed as a result of ~ 
poor dry - firing U I 
drills. 

First and fore­
most, I ask you to 
remember this: the 
rules of safe gun 
handling are not 
suspended during 
practice. 

To set up for dry­
firing properly, you 
need a place and a 
time to yourself. A 
few minutes taken 
out each day can be 
enough, if those 
minutes can be 
counted on as your 
own, and not shared 
with kids, wife or 

A nifty dry-firing aid, this Crosman 
pellet conversion of a .45 slide at­
taches to the frame so you can shoot 
C02 powered pellets from your 1911 
frame. Dummy cartridges (right) are 
available from Pachmayr. These are 
"snap caps." 

TV. The best bet is to have a room of 
your own where no one will disturb 
you . Remember that you'll be going 
through the motions of operating a 
real handgun under realistic condi­
tions. People unsympathetic to your 
goals could misinterpret your 
actions: some could conclude that 
you're a little weird about guns. 

Decide which gun or guns you're 
going to use. Then unload them. 
The only ammunition you should 
have at hand is dummy ammuni­
tion, made especially for you or 
bought commercially. Dummies 
can be made up easily from stan­
dard loading components - they 
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must be kept separately from 
all live ammo, and carefully 
labelled as non-functioning 
ammunition . 

The reason dummy ammo is used is that it provides a very 
close-to-real feeling, especially in revolvers, where the dead-weight 
of the bullets simulates what you'll have in your hands with a live­
loaded piece. The balance is there, too, whether in a semi-auto or a 
wheel gun. 

Dry-firing's objectives are to get you to forget about consuming 
real (and expensive) ammunition; eliminate the psychological effects 
of recoil and blast; and allow you to concentrate on the handgun's 
sights and trigger pull. For this, naturally enough, you need a realistic 
target. But obviously, since you're indoors (and probably don't own a 

bowling alley) , a 
full-size target won't 
do for most pur­
poses. It's too bloody 
big. The NRA pro­
vides a wide selec­
tion of bullseye 
targets , from the 
50-foot rifle and 
even smaller airgun 
cards , to dimin­
ished human-torso 
silhouettes like 
the B-27 . The 
IHMSA has excel­

lent reduced-size targets, too. ISi , 
an advertiser in these pages, sells 
miniature IPSC targets. 

Set up whatever target you select 
in a spot where it would be of the 
approximate size seen on the range. 
Yes, you can pin it to a wall, or tape 
it. But here's where you want to start 
thinking defensively. Is it pinned to 
an outside wall? A wall where, if 
there were a live round under the 
hammer, the bullet would go out of 

ISi Inc. sells a dry-firing 
kit with scaled down targets 
for the IPSC/action shooter. 
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7MM · .284 Diameter r••----.-
100 gr. HP Varminter · f: ;;; u:: .,";.3 

AVAIL.ABLE 
NOW! Stock : #1895 -..,., ___ .... ,,.,_. 
Call the Bulletsmiths® 
for answers to all your 
ballistic questions 

lOMM · .400 Diameter 
150 gr. JHP POWER JACKET 

Sports Master. Stock : #8430 

lOMM · .400 Diameter 
180 gr. JHP POWER JACKET 

Sports Master. Stock: #8460 

Sierra Bullets -
The Shooters' Friend 

7MM .. 28~ici~~~~~~ e:m ::~:~u! ::!;~: u;. 
Game King . Sto c k #1925 ---· .. . • "'" 

10532 S. Painter Ave. 
Santa Fe Springs, 
CA 90670 

FOR BALLISTIC SERVICE AND PRODUCT AVAILABILITY CALL 1(800)223-8799 

the house and expend itself harmlessly in the 
landscape? Or where it might kill a neighbor? 
Is there some kind of backstop you can use -
just in case? Youtl use a backstop fo r real 
ammunition, wouldn't you? 

Okay, you've thought about that- and 
maybe, if you live in an apartment with 
paper-thin walls, you've decided to do your 
dry-firing practice down at the club range on 
off-hours, or at a friend's. There's simply too 
much at stake for the mentality that says: '1t 
can't happen to me." 

Now, as to actual practice: this will vary 
immensely with the individual. I customarily 
dry-fire fo r about an hour, using a modern 
single-action revo lver, a doubl e-acti on 
defense sidearm, and my standby .45 auto­
matic. The time is evenly divided up between 
the three types of handgun, but fo r me the DA 
wheelgun is the big competency obstacle. I 
dry-fire first with the SA, then switch over to 
SA work on the DA gun (the single-action 
pull s are comparable on these two weapons) . 
Then I get into 50 or so careful double-action 
snaps: both slow and fast. Since the DA 
revolver is not my primary defense arm, I do 
not work on techniques "from the leather," 
leaving this fo r the Colt Mk. IV auto. 

With the automatic, I do a full 20 minutes 
of timed trigger-pull s inte rspe rsed with 
leather-work. Using my regular speed hol­
ster and my regular stiff, wide bel t, I first 
practice ultra-slow draws, speeding these up 
as I go on. Of course, with the SA auto guns, 
you have to cock the hammer each time 
manually. Only if you are practicing clearing 
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drills should you ever rack the auto's slide. 
There coul.d, by some quirk of fate, be a live 
round mixed up with the dummies (sorry, no 
innuendo intended). And you know what 
would happen then. 

Some people tell me it's unrealistic to 
expect even most serious handgunners to 

practice dry-snapping fo r a full hour: the 
conventional wisdom calls for a 15 minute 
session every day of the week, if possible. 
My time schedule is presently managed in 
blocks that make the one-hour session, twice 
or so a week, practical . Roll your own as you 

Co11ti1111ed 011 page 76 

Dry firing for Handgun Hunters 
f>y CClmeron Hopkins 

Dry firing is not just for target shooters, it is for any shooter who aspires to excellence. 
The handgun hunter has an obligation based on hunting ethics to become a proficient 
marksman, and dry firing can be invaluable. 

I am not a handgun hunter, I am a rifle hunter, but my hunter's dry firing drills apply 
equally to handgunners. 

My favorite dry firing for hunting practice is the TV, specifically the TV tuned to a PBS 
nature program. Animals being animals, they never seem to stand still for very long in 
front of the cameras, so moving targets are available to the dry firing hunter. Also, when the 
animals are shown standing still, you never know how long they're going to stay there, so 
you learn to shoot accurately, but quickly. 

A wide variety of television (and rented video) programs are being aired about nature, 
the outdoors and lots and lots of game animals. 

A second dry firing method for hunters is to click and snap at photos of game animals 
clipped from outdoor magazines. Tape the photos to a wall and have at it! 

A third way is to dry fire at projected slides taken either at the zoo, or from one of your 
hunts. This is a bit cumbersome as you have to drag out the projector, set up the screen and 
monopolize your family room. Also, you have to dry fire in a darkened room which is not 
conducive to iron sights. Scopes work just fine against the projector screen. 

As in any dry firing, be sure and "shoot" in a safe direction. Just in case. I have a 
gorgeous, world-record 19" Sony on my trophy room wall from an AD (accidental 
discharge) while dry firing at; as I recall, Marlin Perkin's Animal Kingdom. Fortunately the 
TV was the only thing destroyed. Don't forget, there are two kinds of people in this world: 
Those who have had an AD and those who are going to have an AD. Dry fire, ._.. 
but be careful. ~ 
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~ming to a 
NOTE This is not Loaded Ammun!llon Bulk Packed 
MIDWAY PAYS THE POSTAGE Per Per 

500 1000 
17 CAL . 25 GR. HP $ 29.95 $ 5 195 
22 CAL. 40 GR. SP 26.50 4775 
22 CAL . 4S GR. SP 2725 48.95 
22 CAL. 4S GR. HP 2725 4895 
22 CAL. 50 GR. HP 2775 50 2S 
22 CAL. 50 GR. PSP 23 75 42 50 
22 CAL. 55 GR. HP 29 25 53 25 
22 CAL . 55 GR. PSP 24 75 44 75 
243/6MM 80 GR. HP 3695 67.50 
243/6MM 80 GR. PSP 30.75 55 75 
243/6MM 100 GR. PSP 34 50 62 7S 
25/20 CAL. 86 GR. SP 31 50 5750 
25 CAL. 87 GR. HP 34 75 63 2S 
25 CAL. 100 GR PSP 34 50 62 7S 
2S CAL. 120 GR. PSP 3725 677S 
6.5 MM 120 GR. PSP 37.25 6775 
270 CAL. 100 GR. PSP 34 .SO 62 75 
270 CAL 130 GR PSP 3775 68 75 
270 CAL 130 GR. BRONZE PT 56.95 104 50 
7MM 150 GR. PSP 402S 73.50 
7MM 175 GR. PSP 4295 78.75 
30/30 CAL . 1SO GR. SP 3895 70.95 
30/30 CAL . 170 GR. SP 40.75 74 .50 
30 CAL. 125 GR. PSP 37.50 6850 
30 CAL .. 1SO GR. PSP 40.2S 73.50 
30 CAL . 150 GR. BRONZE PT. 59.50 109 25 
30 CAL. 16S GR. PSP 41.50 76.2S 
30 CAL 180 GR. RN SP 43.50 79.SO 
30 CAL. 180 GR. PSP 43.50 79SO 
30 CAL. 180 GR. BRONZE PT. 61 .75 11 3.95 
32/20 CAL . 100 G R SP 34 .50 62 .75 
4S/70 CAL. 300 GR. JHP 54.95 101.50 
4S/70 CAL 405 G R SP S8.50 10595 

EMPTY AMMO BOXES 
All boxes are plain white, and include a styrofoam tray. 

CB-01 9mm and 38 Spl. Wadcutter (SO rou nd) 
CB-02 38 Spl. Semi-Wadcutter (50 round) 
CB-03 357 Mag, 38 Sp/. RN . JSP. JHP (SO round) 
CB-05 233 (SO round) 
CB-06 41/44 Mag. 4S L .C. (20 round) 
CB-07 41/44 Mag. 45 L .C. (50 round) 
CB-08 45 ACP (50 rou nd) 
CB-09 308 and 243. e1c. (20 round) 
CB-10 30/06. 7mm Mag . 300 Win Mag . elc. (20 round) 

Prices 
100-400 .. $28.75 Per 100 postpaid 
500-900 . . ..... . . . 24 .75 per 100 postpaid 
1000 or more ... ......... .. 22 .75 per 100 postpaid 
You may mix ammo boxes for maximum discount. but must 
order in increments of 100 of each box 

RELOADING 

~l:~el~ges be!· lJ 
te r. easier. more accurately and ~

1
~, 

have less problems Purchase 'j 'J 
pnce includes a shell holder. 
powder measure, charge table. 
1nstruct1ons. and a unique 
storage box They feature un­
breakable decapper, buil t-in 
stuck case remover, free floating 
bullet seater. No other dies have 
so many features regard less of 
the price. All Lee dies for pistol 
cartridges have carbide sizers. 

Rifle Calibers (1st 3 columns below) . • $15.25 
Rifle Calibers (it preceded by Asterisk) . . . 16.50 
Pistol Calibers w/carbide sizer .. .. 22.85 
30 Carbi ne w/carbine size r 
Carbide Sizer only. p istol cali bers 
Carb ide Sizer only. 30 Carbine 

11 Hornei 7x51 30Kl6 
·111 Fireball ' Imm TCU '300 H & H 
111 Rem I m Exp (180) 300 W n Mag 
123 Rem ·1 m Wea Mag ·300 Wea Mag 
121250 I 8 ·n Jap 

·220 SW<n Imm Rem Mag 8x51 
243 Wm '762x39 Russian 338 Wm t.~ag 
6'1m Ren "762x54 R Russ an 35 Rem 
250 Savage ·30 Herren ·315 Wm 
151 Rober!S 30/30 Wm ·375 H & H 
15/06 Rem 30/40 Krag '44/40 WCF 

·55 Jap 303 Bnt1sh ·444 Marlin 
65x55 Mau 308 W1n ·c G vi 
170 Wm 300 Savage 15 ACP 

·170 Wea '765 Arg Mau 32 ACP 

29.25 
1350 
1965 

32 saw Long 
38 Super & 38 
ACP 

380 Auto 
38 S&W 
9mm luger 
381357 
357\1ax,m11m 
10rnm Brei Ten 
4t Magnu"> 
41 Ac1 ori Exo 
"S~/Mag 
45 ACP 
45 Co11 
30 \.I Ca10·ne 

Challenger and Hand Press Kits choose from Above Dies. 

~~~rl~.?~2est MI DW' AV 
Handloadmg Press e ~. 

Midway Arms, Inc. 
- - X.JE:JE: 7450-H Old Highway 40 West H3J ~ 

Columbia, MO 65201 ..-.i 
314-445-9521 (Phone 0,d.,s Welc ome. ) 

J 

Speed. simple operation-, ease 
of caliber changing and low 
pr:ce make the Lee Progressive 
1000 101ally unique Features 
Au1omat1c Pnm1ng . Automatic 
Powder Drop, Automatic Index-
1ng . and Automatic Loaded 
Round E1ec.t1on A loaded round 
with each pull of the handle 

Pro 1000 complete as shown 
(spec1ly caliber) . 124 95 
32 ACP 41 Act ion Exp. 
32 S&W Long 44 Spl/Mag 
380 ACP 45 ACP 
9mm Luger 45 Long Coll 
38 Super 223 Rem. 
38/357 c_o Mt Carb ine 
10mm Bren Ten (add S6 40) 
41 Mag 7.62 x 39 

Extra Shell Plate Carner S3365 
Exira Case Feeder 1695 
Ex tra Deluxe Powder Measure 

21 25 
Ex tra Tur ret 795 
R1l le Charging Dre 850 

e 
CHALLENGER 

A very versa tile " O "" frame 
press Larger than most , wi th 
a thirty degree offset frame tor 
easy loading . Compound 
leverage makes s1z1ng the 
l arg est cases a s imple 
operation 

Challenger Press only 
.... ..... . . . $24.25 

Challenger Press Rrfle Kr! 
(wi th dies. Ram Prime. 
lunnel and lube) 3950 
(If die is preceded by Asterisk 
add SI 25) 

Challenger Press Pistol 
Kit • (wi th carb ide dies. 
Ram Pnme and funnel) 

545.75 

30 Carbine Challenger 
Press Kit. . $52.1S 

~s~h~e~l(~y~/,~~r~le ~ 
hand press 1s a mus! lor anyone who ·~ 
wants to take their reloadi ng equip· 
ment to the range or tt1e mou ntains 
wi th them Uses standard 7/e x 14 
d ies. and look at the low price 

Hand Press Only . $19.95 

Hand Press Rifle Kit (with dies. 
Ram Pnme. funnel and lube) 
(specify calrber) S29 9S 
(If die is p1eceded by Asteus i.. add 
SI 25) 

Hand Press Pistol K11 • (w/Carb1de 
dies. Ram Prime. funnel ) (specify 
ca liber) S36 25 

30 Carbine Hand Press KH 
$42 65 

ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Cashiers Check, Money Order, UPS/COD (COD orders are 
sent cash only) , MasterCard or VISA. Personal and Company 
checks welcome; we reserve the right to hold the order until your 
check clears. 
2. Postage: Items marked " Postpaid " are postpaid to first 48 
states. For all other items. fi rst 48 add $3 to orders under $50, 
$4 to orders between $50 and $100, and 4% to orders over $100. 
Alaska. Hawaii and Canada . postage is extra-call or write. 
3. Foreign customers, please call or write for prices & terms. 
4. Missouri Residents add 5% sales tax . 
5. Our business is mail order only. Sorry, no customer pickups. 
6. No FFL Required. 

I«J1ningtoa RIFLE BRASS 

NEW (UNPRIMED) • BULK PACKED 
All A fie Brass is Remington Brand excepl 220 Sw1f1 wh1c rs Wmches1er 
NOTE: This is not Loaded Amunmon Postpaid MIDWAY PAYS THE POSTAGE 

p., Per Per Per 
100 500 100 500 

17 Rem 18.50 7725 7mm Rem Mag 22.95 99.95 
22 Hornet 12.50 46.50 30 Ml Carbme 10.95 40.95 
22 Remmglon Jet 12.50 46.50 30 Rem 1ng1on 16.75 67.75 
221 Rem Fireball 16.50 66.00 30/30 Wmcheste1 16.75 67.75 
222 Remmgton 15.00 6100 300 Savage 19.95 84.50 
223 Rem ington 16.50 66.00 30/40 Krag 19.95 84.50 
222 Rem Mag. 1575 62.50 308 Wmchester 19.95 84.50 
22-250 Remmgton 17.95 74.25 30/06 Springl1eld 19.95 84.50 
220 Sw1!1 1995 84.50 300 H&H Mag 25.50 110.50 
243 Winchester 1895 7725 300 Win Mag. 24.95 106.75 
6mm Remington 18.95 77.25 303 Br 1t1sh 20.25 85.50 
25120 Wmches1er 12.50 46.50 32-20 W1nches1er 12.50 46.50 
257 Roberts 18.95 77. 25 32 Wm. Spl 16.75 67.75 
250 Savage 19.95 84.50 8mm Mauser (8x57) 19.95 84.50 
25106 Aemmgton 1995 84.50 8mm Rem Mag 25.50 110.50 
6.5 Rem. Mag 23.25 99.95 338 Win . Mag. 24 25 104.50 
264 Wm Mag. 23.25 99.95 35 Remington 19.95 84.50 
270 Winchester 19.95 84.50 35 Whelen 19.95 84.50 
7mm Mauser (71157) 19 95 84.50 350 Rem Mag 24.25 104.50 
7mm Bench Rest 2550 109.50 375 H&H Mag 2775 119.95 
7mm/08 Remmgton 1995 84.50 444 Mar lin 23.15 98.95 
280 Remmg1on 19.95 84.50 45/70 Government 24.95 110.95 

458 Win Mag 2775 119.95 

NOTE Tms 1s not Loaaeo Ammumt1on Per 
MIDWAY PAYS THE POSTAGE 500 
25 Aulo 50 GR . FMJ (Rem .) $21 .50 
32 Aulo 71 GR. FMJ (Rem.) 24.SO 
380 Aulo 88 GR. JHP (Rem .) 26.SO 
380 Aulo 95 GR. FMJ 20.95 
9mm Luger 11S GR. JHP (Rem.) 28.95 
9mm Luger 115 GR. FMJ 23.25 
9mm Luger 124 GR . FMJ 24.25 
38/3S7 110 GR . JHP 25.50 
38/357 125 GR. JHP 23.9S 
381357 140 GR. JHP (Rem.) 29.50 
381357 158 GR. JHP 28.25 
38 Super 130 GR. FMJ (Rem.) 27.25 
41 Mag. 200 GR . JHP (Rem.) 41 .2S 
41 Mag. 210 GR. JSP (Rem.) 42.25 
44 Mag. 180 GR. JHP (Rem .) 39.95 
44 Mag. 240 GR. JHP (Rem .) 43.8S 
45 Aulo 185 GR . JHP (Rem.) 43.25 
45 Aulo 185 GR. FMC (Rem.) 43.25 
45 Aulo 230 GR. FMJ 37.50 
223 55 GR. FMJ (BT-W/Cannelure) 15.95 
22 Cal. 55 GR. Poin!ed Soll Pl. 25.75 
30 Carbine 110 GR. SP (Rem .) 25.95 
30 Carbine 110 GR. FMJ (Rem .) 2S.9S 
308-30/06 147 GR. FMJ 

(BT-W/Cannelure) 37.25 

BULLETS 
Per Case 

1000 Price 
S38.25 N/A 

43.95 N/A 
47.50 N/A 
Y/.75 $1 48.7514430 
52.75 N/A 
41 .75 136.50/3660 
44.25 133.2513390 
46.2S 157.S0/3820 
43.25 12g.9513360 
53.50 N/A 
51 .50 123.50/2660 
48.95 N/A 
75.2S N/A 
77.50 N/A 
73.50 N/A 
80.95 N/A 
79.25 N/A 
79.25 N/A 
68.S5 113.7511830 
28.50 126.2515000 
46.SO 314.50/7640 
46.95 N/A 
46.9S N/A 

67.95 173.g5J2860 

MIDWAY (UNPRIMED) BRASS 
All Midway brass is new USA manufacwre w ith Midway Neadstamp 

NOTE: This is not Loaded Amuntion 
MIDWAY PAYS THE POSTAG E Per 

500 
$36.2S 

34.50 
34.25 
36.95 
3S.2S 
S6.7S 
48.SO 
48.SO 
48.SO 
44.25 
48.50 
33.9S 
34.SO 
34.SO 
46.7S 
61 .9S 
47.6S 

Per 
1000 
$65.75 

62 .65 
62 .50 
66.95 
63.85 

104.SO 
88.9S 
88.9S 
87.95 
80.75 
88.95 
61 .50 
62.80 
62 .80 
8S.OO 

112.75 
86.60 

FINALLY: An inexpensive, hinge lop, see-/hru plaslic ammo box . 
You will enjoy the distinct ive orange tint to th is see-thru ammo 
box. No more "slipped lops" and "dropped ammo." See-thru 
feature let's you know at a glance what's inside. 

Prices Per 50 Postpaid 
Quantity 2221223 380/9mm 38/357 44/45 

50-4SO . 

500 or more 

$68.75 

59.2S 

S34.7S 

29.75 

S34.7S 

29.75 

$39.95 

33.75 

Minimum order SO boxes of one size. Order in increments of SO boxes. 



Collected by Jon Winokur 

Competition Ammo 
For reliable, accurate ammunition, the components must be of the highest 
quality and the loading procedure must be consistent. Ammo loaded on 
a single-stage press just won't be as consistent as ammo produced on a 
progressive loader. 

I've found the following components to be the best for all around 
IPSC-type competition: 

GULLET: The Hensley & Gibbs #68 is the most accurate and rel iable in guns 
that hove been properl y romped and throated. The 200 groin semi­
wodcutter bullet cuts clean, easy to score holes. Whether you cost your 
own bullets or buy them from a commercial caster, mol~e sure the edges 
ore sharp and there ore no visible voids on the surface of the bullet. 

CASE: Other than new commercial coses, once-fired WCC millitory brass 
is the most consistent brass ever mode and it's readily available at 
reasonable prices. 

Pl\IMEI\: In my experience the Winchester large pistol primers ore the most 
consistent, but any good commercial brand will do. 

POWDEI\: Winchester Western 231 Goll Powder is the popular choice 
because it's clean burning and meters beautifully in almost any type 
of powder measure. It's very consistent from lot to lot, and produces 
outstanding accuracy and uniform velocity. 

.-

JACK BRESKOVICH, engineer, ballistician , inventor. 
manufacturer of Advantage Competition Shooting 
Accessories and " [3 " Closs shooter in the Southwest 
Pistol League. 

<!) Jon Winol<u r 1985 
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New Collar & Collar Lock 
Assures precise alignment of 
expander spindle. Split collar 
aligns itself between inside 
tapers of die. Result: Expander 
spindle is precisely centered. 

New Expander Spindle 
Solid, one-piece rod. Bottom 
portion tapered to guide 
cartridge into die. Improves 
alignment and accuracy for 
smoother operation. 

New Elliptical 
Expander 

Elliptical shape minimizes 
friction and reduces 
case neck stretch (unlike 
the competition's long 
tapered spindles). Elimi­
nates need for tapered 
expander for "necking up" 
to next larger caliber. 

New Hardened 
Steel Decap Pin 

Will not break, bend or 
crack, even when deprim­
ing stubborn military 
cases (we even put a 
new "flashhole" in a 
Berdan case). 

NEW 
WARRANTY 

Horna<iy "New Dimension" 
Reloading Dies are guar­
anteed not to break from 
normal use fer two~ 
or they will be repaired 
or replaced at no charge. 

New In-Line Bullet Seater 
Gives bench rest precision. 

Universal design reduces 
manufacturing costs ... and thus 

lowers the cost to you. 

New Bullet Seater 
Alignment Sleeve 

Guides bullet and case neck into 
die. Because case neck and bullet 

are enclosed in sleeve before 
seating begins, you're assured of 

in-line, bench rest alignment 
every time. Free-floating sleeve 
extends beyond bottom of die. 

$23.50 
2-Die Set 
Series I 

.-

PRECISE. AFFORDABLE. GUARANTEED. 
Introducing Hornadys "New Dimension" Reloading Dies. 
We've redesigned our reloading dies with 

changes that make the entire reloading operation 
run smoother and easie[ Changes to give you 
precise bench rest quality and features. Changes 
that reflect new manufacturing techniques to 
give you a new lower cost - backed with a new 
warranty. For example, our new Titanium Nitride 
Pistol Sizing Dies are better than carbide dies. The 
super hard coating, developed for the metalwork­
ing market, results in a less expensive, longer-life 
die that's guaranteed not to scratch your cases. 

Compare our "New Dimension" dies with the 

competition. And then compare prices. With our 
"New Dimension" Reloading Dies, you get the best 
possible die, at the least possible cost. See your 
Hornady dealer today. And write Hornady for the 
complete story on "New Dimension" Reloading 
Dies, plus a copy of our latest catalog. 

We're what 
reloading is 

all about 
,, or:n.ady 
111 Hornady Manufactur ing Co., Dept. AG ! 058 

Box 1848, Grand Island . NE 68802-1848 



Forjas Taurus, SA , is Brazil's foremost 
handgun manufacturer. Located in Porto 

Alegre, the company was founded in 1939 by 
German immigrants who had originally 
intended to import machinery from their 
native land to manufacture revolvers. The 
outbreak of World War II thwarted this and 
forced the company to make its own 
machinery. Production commenced in 1942 
with revolvers that closely resembled Smith 
& Wesson , although some features of other 

instead of blue. 
It was rumored that there was a connection 

between the Taurus and Smith & Wesson 
companies and, as I have subsequently dis­
covered , there was some substance to this. 
From 1970 until 1977 Taurus was owned by 
the American conglomerate Bangor-Punta 
who also controlled Smith & Wesson . In spite 
of this connection , both companies were 
operated as separate entities although there 
was some interchange of technology. 

1'ES1' REPORT 
upgrade overall quality through employee 
training and improved quality control 
throughout the various production stages. 
From what I can see in respect of the two 
Taurus revolvers that I tested , this drive for 
quality has certainly paid off. 

The Taurus revolvers I received for eval­
uation were a five-shot three-inch .38 Special 
Model 85 in stainless steel and a blued six­
shot four-inch Model 66 in .357 . The former 
is a small frame revolver along the lines of the 

TAURUS REVOLVERS 
manufacturers, like Colt, were embodied in 
the design. In those days there was a ready 
market for Taurus guns in Brazil and sales 
were initially restricted to that country alone. 
The company enjoyed considerable growth 
and was able to establish its present, modern 
factory in 1956. 

In the mid 1960s the local market started to 
drop after the government imposed gun con­
trol laws that restricted Brazilian citizens to 
owning not more than two handguns. This 
prompted the company to look to other coun­
tries to keep up its sales and, in 1968, it began 
exporting its products to the United States 
and other countries. Up until 197fthe export 
guns were marketed under the names of the 
various importers as well as the Taurus trade­
mark. Since then , all exported models have 
carried the Taurus name. 

My first contact with Taurus revolvers was 
in 1978 when I was living in South Africa. At 
that time they impressed me as budget-priced 
serviceable revolvers but with a rather aus­
tere finish. The models I saw closely fol­
lowed the Smith & Wesson design even to the 
boxes that they were packaged in. In fact , the 
latter were vi rtually identical except for the 
color which , as I reco llect, was yellow 
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By Dave Arnold 

All this ended when the Taurus manage­
ment arranged a buy-out from Bangor-Punta 
and , since then , the company has gone its 
own way. At the present time, Taurus offers a 
complete range of medium and small frame 
revolvers similar in external appearance to 
Smith & Wesson revolvers. 

Their small frame models are chan1bered 
for both .32 and .38 Special. The medium 
frame models are available in .357 and .38 
special as well as .22 LR and come with 
either fixed or fully adjustable, target-type 
sights. The company also offers most of their 
models in blue, stainless steel or satin nickel. 
Their range now also includes a large 9mm 
15-shot double action auto. This was added 
some years ago when Taurus purchased the 
Brazilian Beretta factory that was producing 
the early version of the Model 92. The Tau­
rus version is known as the PT-92 and PT-99 
which has fixed and adjustable target sights 
respectively. 

One of the new policy directives that 
occurred after the buy-out from Bangor­
Punta was that Taurus would concentrate its 
efforts on producing handguns of high quality 
instead of a large volume of cheap guns. As a 
result , an intensive campaign was started to 

Smith & Wesson Chiefs Special and is also 
available with a two-inch barrel. Its overall 
length with a three-inch barrel is 7% inches 
and its weight is 22 ounces. The two-inch 
model weighs two ounces less and is 6% 
inches long. It has fixed sights with a ramp 
front blade to avoid snagging in the holster or 
clothing. The test gun had large combat 
stocks made of smooth Brazilian walnut that 
covered the front strap but smaller wooden 
grips are also available. 

Removal of the sideplate revealed an inter­
nal lockwork that is basically Smith & 
Wesson but simpler in that it uses less moving 
parts. The most significant differences are a 
separate rebounding firing pin in the frame 
and a transfer bar safety system. All internal 
components exhibited excellent work­
manship. The exterior surfaces were pol­
ished bright with no evidence of rounded 
edges or buffing marks that one often finds in 
cheap handguns. 

The Model 66 is a medium frame revolver 
along the lines of a Smith & Wesson Model 19 
that comes in barrel lengths of three, four and 
six inches. The former has an overall length 
of 8 V2 inches and weighs 32 1/2 oz. The four-

Co11ti11ued 011page83 
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Now, almost 50 years after he first 
designed a pistol grip that controls fast 
single- and double-action firing , Bill 
Jordan's Combat Pistol Grips are being 
reproduced by Pachmayr. 

Here, in an exclusive interview, the 'Fast 
Man With a Slow Drawl' discusses the 
grips he designed: 

AH: When did you first design these grips, 
Bill? 
BJ: Back about 1938 or 1940 - somewhere 
along there. 
AH: Why did you feel it necessary to 
design grips ? 
BJ: To begin with , none of the grips avail­
able suited me at all. They just didn't seem 
to have anything but looks to qualify 'em 
and I wanted grips that would do some­
thing, that would help control the gun, par­
ticularly the double-action revolver I was 
carrying in the Border Patrol , and what 
other Border Patrolmen and , for that mat­
ter, something like ninety percent of all law 
enforcement officers carried. 
AH: What was the main problem with the 
grips available and in use then ? 
BJ: To begin with , they were all made to 
flare at the bottom. The bottom of the grip 
flared away, best shown on the grips of a 
single-action revolver. Grips were made to 
conform to the frame of the handguns. This 
resulted in two problems-one, the little 
hump always at the back of a handgun grip, 
this shape was not only followed by but 
even accented by the grips. As a result , 
when a gun recoiled, particularly a heavy­
recoil revolver, it was slammed into the 
web of your hand , between your thumb and 
forefinger, where it's tender. I wanted it to 
hit right in the palm of the hand , and the 
only way to do that was to have it (the gun) 
fall away at the top . 

The flare at the bottom of the grips 
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forced the gun down into your hand. Then , 
as it recoiled , it kept going farther down so 
that, after each shot, the web of your hand 
crept closer and closer to the hammer. 
After about three shots with heavy loads 
the hammer was tight against your hand, so 
you couldn't shoot the gun. 
AH: Were you shooting competition at this 
time ? 
BJ: Yes, but I was really not so concerned 
about a competition-style grip. I was inter­
ested in a grip that would conform to your 
hand when the gun was being fired-and 
allow you to keep a firm grip on it while 
shooting double-action , high-speed dou-

hie-action. In other words, I wanted a grip 
for law enforcement officer's use, in a gun 
fight if necessary, and shooting mostly 
double-action. 
AH: When you recognized the need for re­
designing pistol grips, did you, yourself, 
make them? 
BJ: No, I did not. I had my ideas of how 
they should be made. One thing was that 
the little narrow filler between the trigger­
guard and the front of the grip, that you find 
on most grips , are just cosmetic. They 
come down so there's very little grip rest­
ing on your second finger. The grips I 
envisioned would have a wide surface 
there, that actually remained on your finger 
and would not let the gun go down in your 
hand . This also made it (the gun) fall away 
at the top-and this causes it to recoil right 
in the palm of your hand. This is what I 
wanted. So, I called Walter Roper, the first 
of the custom handgun grip designers. He 
did a lot of work especially for target 
shooters. Well , he started working on the 
ideas I had, and made a pair to the shape of 
my hand, which is quite large . 
AH: Did you work with him personally? 

By Sheila Link 

BJ: Yes, we talked at Camp Perry. He 
made up the grips and sent them to me. I 
put 'em on and tried 'em , and then sent 'em 
back, with comments as well as marks on 
the grips. He altered them according to my 
comments , I took the modified grips , and 
repeated the same procedure. I think there 
must have been about five alterations 
before I said , i\11 right , this is it! ' 
AH: What gun were you using these grips 
on ? 
BJ: A .357 Smith & Wesson Magnum - the 
original Magnum. 
AH: Were you pleased with the e <1 rips ? 
Did they do what you wanted? 

BJ: Yes, they sure did . Until Walter died , 
he made those grips. He didn't make many 
of 'em because they were a kind of experi­
mental design . But, after he died , Lew 
Sanderson took up making the grips. Lew 
was with the Detroit Police Department , a 
pistol shooter who'd gotten busy, I suppose, 
just building grips for himself at first. But 
soon he was making custom grips. He ran 
into a pair of those Walter Roper had made, 
and contacted me to ask if he could make 
the grips. I told him he certainly could. l 
had no objection and would , in fact , be 
very happy ifhe did make a few of 'em. He 
constructed the grips until he died . 
AH: What materials did Walter Roper and 
Lew Sanderson make the grips from ? Was 
wood the only material used? 
BJ: Yes, they've never been made with 
anything but wood until now. Woods used 
ranged from plain walnut to highly grained 
Circassian and some of the exotic Mexican 
woods. Continued 011page88 
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TEACHER'S PET! 

CONTENDER® 
CARBINE 
Hunter Safety Instructors in 
fourteen States are now using 
the Contender Carbine as 
the ideal training rifle for 
student hunters! 

Built on the proven Con­
tender Action , its inter­

changeable barrel system 
allows for a ten-in-one­

capability . Compact to the 
extreme, this light weight 

sporting carbine " feels and 
shoots like a full sized rifle" . 

Check out the available 
calibers listed below 

and write for our 
catalog today. 

Available Calibers 
• .22 LONG RIFLE 
• .22 HORNET 
• .223 REMINGTON 
• 7 M/ M T.C .U. 
• 7x30 WATERS 
• .30 /30 WINCHESTER 
• .357 REM . MAXIMUM 
• .35 REMINGTON 
• .44 MAGNUM 
• .410 GA. 3" SHOTSHELL 

Wltilef 
FOR OUR FREE 1988 
CATALOG - 52 pages 

of American Made fire-
arms backed by a 

Lifetime Warranty . 

I f you've been handloading long enough 
to prefer a single-stage press, you may go 

for Lyman's T-Mag. It's six single-stage 
presses -or effectively so- and it occupies 
no more space than is required for one. 
That means you can adjust your dies and 
reload as many as three different cartridges 
when the need arises, without bothering to 
do more than turn the T-Mag's turret. Or 
you can mount two three-die sets, or a 
three-die set , a two-die set, and Lyman's 
number 55 powder measure. You get the 
idea: this throwback to early times- before 
so-called progressive presses grabbed the 
spotlight- is capable of opening the way to 

a level of ammo production which, 
although less than rapid, is worth 
experiencing. 

My first go with a Lyman turret press 
involved the fairly lightweight Spar-T. It 
competed well against other multi-station 
presses available during the Sixties, 
because for about $30 it offered six stations 
instead of three or four, which was the case 
with others that cost almost twice as much. 
These days the price tag reads a C-note 
heavier than it did for the old Spar-T, but 
the T-Mag is a somewhat more solid 
press-strong enough for swaging bullets, 
a task I might not have assigned to the 
Spar-T. 

It's a good thing as far as I'm concerned 
that the T-Mag offers the option of upstroke 
or downstroke operation. All three of my 
reloading benches are built with about a 
four-inch facing. Using the downstroke 
mode would have meant sawing a sizable 
notch into one of these facings in order to 
allow for the backswing of the T-Mag's 
linkage. Tapping out the toggle pin and 
reversing the linkage is simple, and I've 
found that upstroke operation works quite 
satisfactorily and eliminates the need to 
notch the bench. Converting to upstroke, 

TEST REPORT 
incidentally, also calls for knocking out the 
ram pin and turning the ram so the shell­
holder notch faces forward . Of course, 
none of this will be necessary if you're 
going to mount the T-Mag on a bench 
whose surface is no more than a couple of 
inches thick. 

I set this 18-pounder up for loading .45 
Colt and included Lyman carbide dies in 
that caliber. Three holes remained unoc­
cupied in the massive turret. I could have 
put in another three-die set. Instead, I put 
in a two-die set for the . 30-06 and used the 
remaining empty station for Lyman's #55 
powder measure. It was, of course, neces-

LYMAN 
T·MAG 
TURRET 
PRESS 
By Dan Cotterman 

sary to change powder measure settings for 
the two rounds, but it was handy to have 
both die sets adjusted and in place. Other 
options included using a couple of three­
die pistol sets and mounting the powder 
measure in Lyman's powder measure stand 
on the bench. With this set-up the driJI is to 
resize and reprime a batch of empties, add 
powder charges, then seat bullets. Chang­
ing from caliber to caliber only requires 
changing standard shellholders. 

As an aside to the foregoing procedure, 
it's worth noting that a number of multi­
station presses require the use of as many 
shellholders as there are die stations. 
Reloading with such a press will have you 
either coming up with three or four shell­
holders for each different caliber you 
reload . It's that or conduct the various 
operations- resizing , belling, seating, 
etc. -one at a time while you jockey the 
shellholder from station to station . The 
single-ram, single-shellholder feature of 
the T-Mag eliminates that inconvenience. 

The T-Mag's turret , which is threaded 
for standard 7 /8ths-14 dies , requires posi­
tive hand effort to turn and indexes solidly. 
There is thus good alignment of each die 

Continued 011 page 90 
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The ADVANTAGE GRIP SYSTEM 
By Charles E. Petty 

___ STATE ZIP 

MAIL TO: Desantis Holster & Leather 
149 Denton Avenue 

New Hyde Park, NY 11040 
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Practical shooters are always searching for 
ways to gain an edge against their bitter 

enemy, recoil. But while most shooters look 
for better comps or lighter bullets, there's a 
simple approach that works well and costs 
less. Simply make the gun heavier! 

The Advantage Grip System designed by 
Jack Breskovich (P.O. Box 829 Whittier, CA, 
90608) does it by inserting a steel panel 
beneath a slimmed down wood grip to add 
almost eight ounces of weight where it does 
the most good. There are limits to the weight 
that can be added toward the muzzle, such as 
by making the comp larger, and while a 
muzzle heavy feel may be nice for some 
shooters, it doesn't always help the quick 
sight alignment practical shooters want and 
need. 

The addition of weight to the grip, how­
ever, doesn't seem to bother the pointing of 
the gun but does settle the thing in your hand 
nicely. There isn't any quantitative way to 
judge something that's basically subjective 
anyhow, but I can tell a real difference in the 
way the gun reacts in my hand . 

When I began using the Breskovich grips a 
couple of years ago my motive was entirely 
different. I'm sure most of you have read of 
my tests with major .38 Super loads and 
we've all heard of them blowing cases. The 

thought of a solid piece of steel between my 
hand and escaping gas is, to say the least, 
comforting. When a case lets go it almost 
always blows the magazine out and fre­
quently splinters the grips. On my list of 
favorite things, picking wood out of my hand 
doesn't rank very high! 

The Breskovich grips do add a little width 
to the grip as well, so the change in feel may 
take a little getting used to and shooters with 
small hands may not be able to use them. The 
nice thing is that it doesn't cost much to try 
for, at a retail price of $46 it isn't quite the 
same as investing in a new comp gun. Since 
installation is nothing more than changing 
grips, trying them is simple. 

The steel panels are contoured to fit the 
cutout of the frame and Breskovich does 
warn that some aftermarket frames may vary 
a bit and some fitting may be required, but 
I've tried mine on a number of guns and 
haven't run into problems yet. The wood 
panels are sharply checkered and have attrac­
tive stainless escutcheons for the screws. The 
reduction in felt recoil is significant and 
in a game where the difference between win­
ning is now measured in hundredths of a 
second, every little bit helps. Maybe that's 
why he calls them "The ...... 
Advantage." ~ 
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A new progressive press 
from Dillon Precision 
spans the gulf between 
the expensive RL-1000 
and the basic RL-550. 

Now you get high 
production of reloads at 

a reasonable price! 

By Tony Lesce 

U p to now, the reloader who needed a 
high-capacity Dillon progressive 

press was limited to the RL-1000, a 
machine designed mainly for the commer­
cial reloader. The $2,500 price tag put this 
out of reach of most serious hobbyists. 

Dillon's new entry in the progressive 
reloader field is the result of an effort to 
reduce the cost of the RL-1000 by improv­
ing the design and incorporating some of 
the features of the very successful Square 
Deal. The new Model 1050 is a Iarge­
capacity machine for the advanced hobby­
ist and the commercial reloader. Its origin, 
according to Mike Dillon, President of 
Dillon Precision, was in the requests of 
many customers for a press with a higher 
capacity than the well-known RL-550, yet 
without the high price tag of the RL-1000. 

"We recognized the needs of our 
customers, many of whom are IPSC shoo­
ters, for a high-volume, but moderately­
priced progressive reloader," says Dillon. 

The RL- 1050 is smaller than the 
RL-1000, because it's made to reload only 
.223 Remington, in rifle calibers, as well 
as all pistol calibers. These comprise 95 % 
of the applications by RL-1000 customers, 
according to Jerry Jensen, General Man­
ager of Dillon Precision. The combination 
of tried-and-true features, and a few inno­
vations, make this the best design yet. 

The basic frame is cast iron , and the 
press resembles the Model RL-1000. Like 
the 1000, the tool head moves down to meet 
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------....-.--

The operator's view of a 1050. The blade rod (left) holds the electric case 
feeder. Seat bullet, pull handle, that's all! 
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The powder bar return linkage 
(above, arrow) returns the powder 
bar positively. A ratchet (above right) 
prevents reversing the stroke, avoid­
ing half or missed powder charges. 
The primer pocket swager (right, A) is 
cammed upward to prepare the 
primer pocket. At the next station a 
rocker arm (8) drives a primer punch 
(C) to seat a lresh primer. It all looks 
very complex, but the press works 
Rawles sly. 

the shell plate. The dies, tool head and 
powder measure, however, are borrowed 
from the Square Deal . This is a large press, 
which has eight stations compared to the 
Square Deal's four. Let's take them in turn , 
to understand the logic of progressive 
reloading: 

At Station I the fired cases slide in from 
the automatic shell feeder and delivery 
tube. A micro-switch operates the case 
feeder to keep the shell tube full. 

Station 2 uses a Square Deal drop-in 
carbide die/punch set to resize and de­
prime the case. Fired primers drop into a 
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receptacle under the base. The carbide die 
makes it unnecessary to lubricate small 
handgun cases, although they should be 
clean and grit-free before resizing. It's pre­
ferable to lube the larger handgun cases, 
such as .41 and .44 Magnum, and rifle 
cases should always be lubed to reduce 
friction which can pull out the carbide 
insert. 

At Station 3, an eccentric drives in a 
primer pocket swager to remove the crimp 
from military brass. The tool head has a 
probe to support the case from inside, 
which avoids strain on the case rim. The 

swager's profile cleans up the .military 
crimp better than that of Dillon's Super 
Swage. 

Station 4 is for re-priming. A primer 
feed and primer slide, similar to those on 
the RL-1000, slip a fresh primer into place. 
A rocker arm operates the primer punch 
which sets the fresh primer into place. This 
is single-action repriming, unlike the 
RL-550 and Square Deal, which require 
swinging the operating lever past top-cen­
ter. The "feel" on the priming operation is 
very delicate, and with the enormous 
leverage available, the user must be careful 
to feel for squashed primers. 

The primer magazine has a plastic fol­
lower rod with a flange that trips a buzzer 
when there are two primers left, instead of 
jamming the feeder as in other designs. 
The primer feeder is adapted from the 

Dillon Model 1000. A stout steel tube pro­
tects the operator. 

Station 5 has a Square Deal powder 
measure with a "return linkage" which 
gives the powder bar return a positive 
action. This avoids powder bar jamming 
by collected powder debris, which occa­
sionally jammed earlier Dillon models . 

The powder measure performs two 
functions . The case comes up against the 
shoulder of the powder funnel, operating 
the bell crank to actuate the powder bar and 
drop the charge. At the top of the stroke, 
the increased pressure bells the case 
mouth . A baked molybdenum-disulfide 
coating provides dry lubrication for the 
powder bar, and a roller bearing makes 
operation of the bell crank easier and more 
reliable. 

One problem which has plagued some 
reloaders is the result of hesitation or 
reversing before the completion of a 
stroke. This can cause the powder measure 
to drop a light charge or no charge at all. 
On the RL-1050, a ratchet prevents revers­
ing, once the handle is started on its stroke. 
This totally eliminates the possibility of 
short-stroking. 

Conti11ued 011 page85 
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R
ight up front I am going to tell you I was 
never a big fan of the Remington XP-100. 
Not that I didn't like it in terms of shooting 
performance, but all wrapped up in that 

Buck Rogers space age plastic stock, out in the 
field she really lacked that warmth I prefer in a 
hunting arm. 

On the other hand, I like modern weapons as 
much as the next guy as witnessed by my empty 

bank account, 

Remington's bolt-action 
handgun was revolutionary 

25 years ago, but 
new innovations and 

new chamberings keep the 
tack-driver on the 

leading edge of 
precision handgunning. 

starving kids and 
rows of high gloss 
rifles in my gun 
cabinet. However, 
on its intro, Rem­
ington may have 
been stretching 
things a bit far with 
that zytel stock 
complete with 
holes molded in­
side for .38 caliber 
bullet "weights." 
And , of course, 
let's not forget that 
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initial chambering, something titled the ".221 Fire­
ball." Come on guys, really! 

Nevertheless, this year I have come to an about 
face in reference to this particular handgun. Yes, 
the standard synthetic pistol is still available for 
those who want it (less the .221 Fireball) , but for 
those dedicated field men who crave something 
more in traditional lines, the XP-100 is now cata­
loged from the Remington Custom Shop stocked 
with a neat looking English walnut stock in not 
only a right , but also left handed shooting versions 
as well. Now guys , we're starting to get 
somewhere! 

Before we get to that , and because the XP-100 
has been colored with so many variations over the 
years, let's try and put everything in perspective so 
the American handgunner can see just how one 
controversial handgun evolved over the years. 

According to press releases, it looks like March 
of 1963 was the start for this unconventional hand­
gun . For the unheard price of$99.95 you could get 

New chamberings for the XP include, 
L-R, .223, new factory-loaded 7mm 
BR, .35 Remington and 7mm-08. The 
new 7mm BR brass and loaded 
ammo is a welcome development as 
previously the round was strictly a 
wildcat for handloaders. 

an XP-100 with the zytel stock, complete with 
"universal" grips for either right or left hand shoot­
ers. She came with her own carrying case, a 101/2 
inch barrel, a vent rib attached(?) , all checking in 
just under 4 pounds. Because of the Fireball cham­
bering, the receiver was drilled and tapped for 
scope mounting. 

The heart of the XP was Remington's Model 600 
series of rifles, now discontinued but taken up in 
slack by the basic Model Seven. Since the rear of 
the gun projected past the trigger itself in a bull pup 
fashion , there is no magazine. Instead a solid bot­
tom has taken its place on this single shot pistol. A 
dogleg was associated with the bolt handle as it is 
now, but instead of the bluing we see in 1987, the 
original XP bolt handle was polished bright. 

In its heyday, the .221 Fireball was termed as the 
"hottest varmint handgun load on the market." 
Because of the inherent accuracy of this particular 
cartridge for varmint shooters, (I can well remem­
ber 3/4 to l MOA groups popping up with amazing 
regularity), whatever the gun may have lost on 
appearance points certainly gained in popularity 
by the cartridge alone. Based on the triple deuce 
family of cartridges, the .221 seemed just right for 
a handgun shooter. Recoil was noticeably less as 
the difference 
between the two -
.221/.222-was 
about 31/z grains of 
powder and 600 
fps. Price too was 
a strong persuader, 
at $3.00 per box of 
20 rounds , the 

XP-100 
aspiring small By Stanley W. Trwniec 
game hunter could 
well keep to his 
limited budget 
even way back in 
1963. 

While the 
XP-100 seemed to be relegated more and more as a 
point of discussion rather than a serious shootin' 
iron, if only by its .22 caliber status, it nevertheless 
held its place in line with the same features 
(including the .221) until some 17 years later. 

In 1980, the XP-100 started to stretch out into 
other forms of hardware. Part of the reason was 
due to the increased popularity of handgun sil­
houette and hunting across the country. Another 
major part of the XP-100 resurgence was the advent 
of high quality, long eye relief scopes. For long 
range duties the XP-100 was becoming a pre­
viously unseen natural. And because of its rifle 
based heritage, wildcatters started to come out of 
the woodwork. The frenzy was on. 

Chamberings ran the gamut. At one point Ron 
Power, the famed gunsmith from Missouri, could 
chamber your pet XP in 135 different calibers! And 
that included everything from the petite .17 to 
thunderous .45 caliber offerings . .Tearing down the 
XP from its plastic handle found that, yes dear 
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heart, you could make a purse from a sow's ear. 
Fajen brought out a wood stock and as memory 
serves, I can remember seeing a Harry Lawson 
version that was designed as a push-pull stock. An 
obvious attempt against the forces of recoil. 

In the mid to late '70s fiberglass started to edge 
in . Sinclair's of Indiana offered a fiberglass handle 
with or without a thumbhole. Honestly, I can't 
remember seeing too many of these around. 
Although Sinclair did not have the market, I think 
deep down that when gamesmen started to hype up 
the XP-100, if there was a remote chance a wood 

stock would fit into the picture, it was chosen over 
the synthetic. 

It was also in 1980 that Remington took a long 
hard look at this pistol on the one hand for serious 
hunting work and on the other for the rising popu­
larity of silhouette shooting. To vie for top billing, 
an XP-100 Silhouette was put out on the market 
complete with a 15 inch barrel. This in concert with 
a total weight of under 4 1/2 pounds put it in the 
running for this new handgun sport as it came well 
within IHMSA rules for unlimited class 
competition. 

But this was only the basics of the new entry. The 
big news was its chambering of a totally new car­
tridge called the 7mrn BR. Remington had used this 
case before: we had seen it in .22 and 6mm cali­
bers. Basically, Remington BR cases were formed 
to 7mm by handloaders utilizing a 4 piece die set. 
They were made from unprimed .308 cases which 
Remington supplied punched to accept their small 
rifle primers, then annealed with a thinner wall 
section to help retard neck splitting and ease case 

forming . The case 

In the Remington Custom Shop, right, was then short­
ened to see an 
overall length of 
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a craftsman rasps a stock blank. 

not more than 
1.520 inches while at the same time necking the 
mouth to 7mm. Aside from a 7mrn barrel, the only 
extra that had to be done to the parent XP was the 
opening of the bolt face to accept .308 dimensions. 

The Remington 7mm BR as it stands today is still 
a handloading proposition only. It's probably for 
the best as both hunters and target shooters can 
then tailor their loads to their particular interest. 
By combining the normally high ballistic coeffi­
cients of 7mm bullets with relatively fast pro­
pellants, 140 to 150 grain bullets can easily obtain 
2200 fps. Naturally on the first outing watch for 
pressure signs especially ifthe cases have not been 
previously fire-formed. Editor's Note: Remington 
has introduced factory loaded 7mm BR ammuni­
tion and factory formed unprimed cases in be­
tween the time that Stan wrote this article 

and publication. 
Enthused by its reception with the "Sil­

houette," in 1985 another version was brought on 
line. Named the "Varmint Special," this model was 
chambered for the fast stepping .233 Remington 
cartridge. The barrel was made in 14 V2 inch 
lengths only, medium weight , but alas only fitted 
into that Star Wars handle. In answering the desires 
of varmint shooters everywhere, the Varmint Spe­
cial was drilled and tapped for scope mounting 
only; the barrel was clean and devoid of open 
sights. 

But the big moment in factory XP-100 offerings 
was yet to come another year later in 1986. It was 
then that the Custom Shop opened its doors to the 
wants ofXP-100 fans by producing the first factory 
wood stock. And to top off that announcement, two 
new chamberings, 7mrn-08 and .35 Remington , 
were on the list. The stock is hand finished after it 
is profiled from top grade English walnut. The grip 
is very comfortable, making control of the piece 
much better when firing large caliber cartridges. 
The 14 V2 inch barrel has a slight taper, is equipped 
with rugged Bo­
M ar sights and 
again comes 
within that 4 1/2 

pound IHMSA 
restriction. 

Note the long transfer bar, left, from 
trigger to sear. The mid-line grip 
forces this linkage which is why a 
magazine cannot easily be fitted to 
the single-shot XP. 

If by chance you are looking for a real eye 
opener some morning, just get out of bed, waltz out 
to the north forty and fire off a couple of those 
7mm-08 samples. Buzzing out of the muzzle at 
close to 2900 fps, I guarantee this round will set 
you up right for the rest of the day. Noted for its 

efficiency on deer, black bear or even long distant 
pronghorn , generating some 2540 foot pounds of 
energy (fpe) for Western type shooting, I rate it 
tops. Being on the Eastern part of the country, 
however, I prefer something a bit slower, but larger 
in bullet cross-section. To this end I like the .35 
Remington , a proven performer over the long 
years it has been around. 

The latest entry in the log sees us up to 1987. At a 
Remington writers seminar, yet two more versions 
have been added to current XP-100 inventory. One 
is that the previously Custom-Shop-only in . 35 
Remington is now available in a zytel stocked 
model. The other is a heavy barreled custom gun 
chambered in .223 Remington with a 15 1/2 barrel, 
wood stock and all the other favors needed to make 

Co11ti1111ed 011 page 80 
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Everyone who has handled a classic 
Luger pistol knows that the toggle 

action locks open when the gun is empty. 
To get it closed , you remove the magazine 
and leave it out or replace it with a loaded 
one, then pull back on the toggle and 
release it. 

One day, if you're lucky, you might han­
dle a Luger that works differently. If you 
move the safety lever back to on-safe posi­
tion , and the action closes with a snap, 

John Martz is to Lugers 
what Antonio Stradivari 
is to violins. Immaculate 
craftsmanship, flawless 
execution, breathtaking 
beauty. A Martz custom 
Luger is a functional 
work of art. 

you'll know it's a custom pistol , equipped 
with the M.S.T.R. - The Martz Safe Toggle 
Release. 

On my own treasured 9mm Martz Luger 
Carbine, the toggle marking has the words 
"patent pending," but the M. S. T. R. has 
since been protected by U.S. Patent num­
ber 3956967 . For the origin of this inge­
nious device, we have to back-track about 
20 years . 

John Vernon Martz had then just com­
pleted a 26 year career as a tool-and-die 
maker for the U.S. Air Force, and was 
looking for something to do during his 
"retirement." Through an odd set of coinci­
dences, he became interested in the mecha­
nisms of Walther P-38 and Luger pistols. 
With his machinist's skills (and a touch of 
genius) , he soon devised a way to link the 



safety system to the hold-open device, with 
no changes on the outside of the Luger 
pistol. 

His next projects were a "Baby" Luger 
and a Luger Carbine. As you might expect, 
the Baby had a shortened grip frame and 
barrel. This operation was not a simple 
matter, because the dimensional changes 
also required several mechanical compen­
sations. The Carbine was a beautiful copy 
of the original Luger version , and it was 
subsequently made with barrel lengths that 
ranged from 12 to 16 inches or more. 

The ones with longer barrels could be 
legally equipped with original-type detach­
able shoulder stocks. Of all the Martz 
custom Lugers, I think the Carbine is the 
most impressive. My own number eleven, 
a 12-inch in 9mm chambering, is also 
superbly accurate. Much to the dismay of 
my collector friends, I shoot it often. 

A nice option for a Martz Luger is a 
finely-made display stand of solid wal­
nut , with an aluminum base and top. The 
top portion swings open , and the wood has 
recesses that hold the magazine, a loading/ 
takedown tool , and eight rounds of inert 
ammo. The top of the stand has an alumi­
num post , magazine-shaped , with a notch 
to engage the magazine catch. The angle is 
just right to balance the pistol for display. 

Another Luger design project was the 
Martz ambidextrous safety. Logically, this 
meant extending a shaft from the safety 
lever to the right side of the pistol , and 
adding a second lever. However, it was not 
that easy. Inside the frame at the rear, the 
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All the flats are flat and all the 
straight lines are straight on a Martz 
Luger. The steel is brightly polished. 

This .22 Magnum spits em outt Rapid 
fire with the finicky toggle top action 
is still reliable, a tribute to the 
workmanship. 

arc of the recoil spring lever includes the 
area where the cross-shaft would have to 
be. To solve this problem, John designed 
his own recoil spring lever, which Ed 
Korda made, giving it a recess to clear the 
safety shaft. The double safety is now an 
option on any Martz custom Luger. 

It should be noted that collector-grade 
matched-number guns are never used in the 
making of Martz pistols. 

John uses only good "shooters," and the 
way he restores all of the original surfaces 
and edges is almost miraculous. 

If the finished guns did not have the 
Martz markings, and mixed numbers, it 
could easily be imagined that they were 
factory-new original Lugers. The pistols 
are normally furnished in "satin-white," as 
John calls it. Actually, it's bare steel with a 
very fine matte finish, and it looks a lot like 
stainless. A coating of a good preservative 
is mandatory, of course. On special order, 
the pistols can be supplied in old-style 
European rust blue. 

Most of the expert machining is done by 
John himself, but he is assisted by Ed 
Korda. The welding was done by Earl 
Reuter, but now John does all his own TIG 
welding. Cameron McCreary and George 
Sarkisian do all the wood work including 
shoulder stocks, walnut grips, and fore­
ends. John makes the round walnut and 
aluminum display stands that he designed. 
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John's rust bluing is now being done by 
Rev. Herbert Muenkel of Zumbrota, Minn . 
When you examine a Martz Luger, you can 
see that all of these people really know 
what they're doing . 

A few years ago, I was pleased to have 
John and Neola Martz as guests at my 
home in Kentucky. It was then that I first 
examined some of John's custom versions 
of the Walther P-38 . These included long­
barreled stocked Carbines and Baby mod­
els, and there were some in other chamber­
ings, such as .45 Auto. John has also made 
custom Lugers in this caliber. Other cham­
berings have been .380 Auto (in "baby" 
size), in .30 Luger, and in .38 Super. A ten­
gun Navy-pattern "limited edition" in .38 
Super is in progress, and eight of the ten 
have been made so far, seven of which have 
been sold . Two regular Martz Lugers have 
also been made in this chambering. 

(Editor's Note: John recently made plans 
to build an IPSC style custom Luger in 
/Omm Auto complete with a compensator, 
checkering, beveled mag well, extended 
safety and all the other modifications 
favored by combat shooters. We plan to 
report on this custom Luger after IPSC 
World Champion and Handgunner writer 
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lchiro Nagata's camera captures a bullet exiting the muzzle as the spent case 
flies out. That's full power .22 Mag ammo shot in the field, not some trick 
photography in the studio! John Martz (below) welds a Luger. 
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A Martz Luger Carbine can cost up to 
$6,000 with fancy wood mated 

precisely to the pistol. 

Rob Leatham has wrung it out in competi­
tion at the Cactus Combat Pistol League.) 

About four years ago, John adapted the 
Luger to the .22 Magnum cartridge, mak­
ing the first automatic pistol to work relia­
bly in this chambering. The long rimfire 
round with a quick pressure curve pre­
sented quite a challenge, and balancing the 
efficient toggle locbng system to the .22 
WMR was not easy. With the bnd coopera­
tion of John Martz and George Cosenza, 
owner of a Martz .22 Magnum Luger, I 
te st-fired pistol number four. As I 
expected, it was totally reliable and 
extremely accurate. I fired two boxes of 
cartridges, 100 rounds, and there were no 
malfunctions. 

Future collectors might be interested in 
the tally so far: 101 Baby Martz Lugers 
have been made, mostly in 9mm , a few in 
.30 Luger. 25 Carbines have been made 
with 105/s, 12 , and 13-inch barrels, and 62 
with 16 and 18-inch barrels, with stocks. 
Lugers in .45 number 20, with barrel 
lengths of 3 to 8 inches. There are 7 Baby 
.380 Lugers, and 7 in .22 Magnum , includ­
ing two Carbines. For Baby P-38 pistols, 
with 3-inch barrels, the count is 33 . Car­
bines from the P-38 number 26 with 16-
inch barrels have been made, and nine P-38 
pistols in .45 caliber, with 3 to 9-inch 
barrels. 

And then there are the prototypes, so far 
made onJy experimentally, such as the P-38 
in .38 Super, and the Luger in .357 Mag­
num. Both of these have been test-fired a 
lot in the past year, and it's possible that 
they may be offered in the Martz custom 
line. In a recent conversation , John told me 
that he's thinking about a P-38 in .22 Mag­
num . Other chamberings mentioned , for 
either gun , were the new !Omm Auto and 
the old 7 .63mm Mauser. If any or all of 
these are eventually made, two things are 
certain: They will be beautiful , and they 
will work . 

Those who know about custom firearms 
work will not be surprised at the substantial 
prices of the Martz guns. The price range 
is from around $1,500 up to $6,000 or 
more, with the higher figures being for 
Carbine models in .22 Magnum. 

If you are not unnerved by these price 
levels, and you are really interested in pur­
chasing a Martz pistol , the address is 8060 
Lakeview Lane, Lincoln , CA 95648, 
phone (916) 645-2250. A stamped and self­
addressed return envelope would probably 
be appreciated. 
If you decide to become the owner of 

one of these elegant handguns, a one-third 
deposit will be required. After you exam­
ine and shoot a Martz custom gun, and 
realize the hours of skillful work behind it, 
the price may ...... 
seem small. ~ 
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TO ENTER CONTEST: Use a postcard, 
(no envelopes), follow sample; include 
your name and address; your answer; 
dealer name, address and phone 
number. Mail before June 1, 1988. 
Send to: AMERICAN HANDGUNNER, 
Dept. H5, POB 880409, San Diego, CA 
92108-0009. 
Limit 1 entry per household. 

HOW MUCH MONEY DO YOU PLAN TO 
SPEND ON FIREARMS AND SHOOTING 
ACCESSORIES IN THE NEXT YEAR? 
A) $500 or under 
B) $500 to $1000 
C) $1000 to $2000 
D) $2000 or more 

T im Dillon of the Springfield Armory Custoi:n 
Shop started with a basic 1911-Al .45 ACP pistol, 

made by Springfield Armory of course, and fine­
tuned the world's greatest combat pistol into a high 
performance competition .45 suitable for IPSC, 
bowling pins or other action shooting sports. 

The stunning results of Tim's handwork is evident, 
but some would say this is to be expected since the 
base gun started as a Springfield Armory .45 pistol. 
According to leading pistolsmiths across the country, 
the Springfield Armory 1911-Al is particularly well­
suited to custom work because of the high quality of 
steel, precisely fitted stock parts and properly speci­
fied frame dimensions. 

Tim Dillon performed the following modifications 
resulting in this superlative match-grade .45 valued 
at $2,300: 
• Peter Stahl polygon rifled match barrel 
• New C. T. Brian compensator system 
• Low mounted Bo-Mar adjustable sights 
• Wilson Commander hammer 
• Wilson beavertail grip safety 
• Swenson ambidextrous thumb safety 
• Videcki long match trigger 
• Kim Ahrends smooth, tulip wood stocks 
• Combat Corner extended mag release button 

Armidex mag well funnel • 
• Pachmayr thumb guard 
• Checkered front strap (20 !pi) 
• Checkered trigger guard (40 lpi) 
• Serrated slide back (40 lpi) 
• Polished feed ramp and throated barrel 
• Jeweled hammer, safety, grip safety 
• Matte blue finish 

The Springfield Armory Custom Shop offers a full 
line of custom services for the 1911-Al pistol, from 
basic self-defense packages to full-house competition 
pistols like the one you can win. Additionally, the 
Springfield Armory Custom Shop offers a complete 
range of custom services for the Garand, MIA and 
M14 rifles. 

For a complete price list and catalog of Springfield 
Armory products and services, write to : 

Springfield Armory Custom Shop 
420 West Main Street 

Geneseo, IL 61254 

photo by Roger Andrews 

Address ______ _______ _ 

C!tyl!/St.a.te _______ z1p ____ _ 

HOK llAY/JU1Dl 1988 Phone - _,,..------

(A ) ( B) (C) ( D) ~> 
If I win, please sh! ~gh the following dealer 

Dealer ~F tl!'irou 

Address 

City St.ate Zip 

Phone#( ) - ·---Store Hours_ am-_ pm 

Contest void where t.a.xed or prohibited by law. No purchase 
necessary. Winner must comply with all federal and local 
laws. Open to U.S. Residents only. Employees and agents of 
Publisher's Development Corp. not eligible. 
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Talons flexed, the Eagle swoops 
with more power than ever! 

Brilliant muzzle flash leaps 
from the .44 Magnum 
Eagle's barrel. This is a big 
gun, so it's quite soft on 
recoil . 

. 44MAGNUM 
Dlf!Slf!RT E' •G1fl! By Jim Weller Iii. Iii J ~ Iii Photos by Brian Jackson 

or some time now, certain "Sages of the Sixgun" have preached the gospel 

F that "if it ain't big, it ain't nothin'," and in some cases I would have to agree. 
For those of you who heartily subscribe to the aforementioned in its entirety, 
there is now something that none of you should probably be without. The 

Eagle has landed, and in fine fashion, in .44 Magnum caliber. 
The Eagle isn't a new gun. Built by Israeli Military Industries and imported and 

distributed by Magnum Research in Minneapolis, MN, it's been seen in such movies 
as "Commando" and "Year of the Dragon," and on the TV series "Hunter." What is 
new is the caliber, having been only offered initially in .357. 

It's a gas operated semi-auto pistol that features a massive rotary bolt with 
multiple locking lugs. This helps cushion recoil on fi ring. In my mind, this is the 
only way to build an auto-loading .44, as I just can't picture one of these being recoil 
operated. 

The first thing that one notices about the Eagle is that it is a massive handgun. The 
grip area is necessarily long to accommodate the length of the .357 and .44 
cartridges. So long in fact, that many shooters will find themselves unable to reach 
the slide release with their thumbs. In that event, simply pulling on the slide and 
releasing it will chamber the round for fi ring. Likewise with the safety, which is all 
but impossible for most to activate with the thumb of the firing hand . 

The last paragraph shouldn't bother most people. I doubt that, Hollywood aside, 
the DE was designed with personal defense in mind. Instead, its forte will be found 
on the silhouette ranges and in the field in search of game. For those of you desiring 
this as a defensive gun, I would suggest a set of overload springs be installed on 
whichever side you want to carry it on. Total weight , with eight rounds of 240 
grainers aboard, is a whopping 73 ounces! Madam will definitely not fit this one in 
her purse unless she's a fifth degree bag lady. 

The Eagle is well finished in what strongly resembles a dark phosphate, and 
should resist rust well. The stocks are plastic. Standard sights are fixed, but there are 
others available as an option as are a whole range of barrels and finishes. Barrels run 
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The Desert Eagle uses 
rotary locking lugs on the 

bolt, like the M-16. The gas 
operation helps tame the 
recoil of the .44 Magnum, 
as does the weight of the 

heavy Eagle. 

the gamut from the standard six inch all the way up to a 14 incher for hunting and 
silhouette use. 

One thing that is found on all Desert Eagles, whether it be . 357 or . 44 is a trigger 
that is absolutely yucky! Stock triggers usually pull at well over eight pounds and are 
loaded with creep and catches. At one time, IMI had listed as an option an entire 
tuned trigger group. For reasons that will not be gone into here, it was dropped from 
the line, but has been replaced by a fully tuned package from the people at Tirnney. 
This will be available on a customer ordered basis directly from Tirnney rather than 
ordering one from the factory. The folks at IMI are apparently rather worried about 
product liability should they provide the customer with a finely tuned unit. Thus, 
those desiring something within the realm of reason would be advised to send theirs 
away for the work. The test gun was provided with such a unit, and I can tell you that 
it's worth the extra outlay. 

Field stripping the Eagle is easy as can be. By simply moving the take-down latch, 
the barrel is lifted free and the slide moved forward off the frame. Next, the gas 
piston and recoil system are removed. Care must be taken to insure that the springs 
are re-inserted properly. They can be inserted upside down, and are marked to make 
sure that things go back in as intended. All this makes the changing of barrels a 
matter of only a few seconds for those of you who would like extras of varying 
lengths. 

Moving out to the range, I took along 200 rounds of Hornady .44 ammunition in 
both 240 and 200 grain loads. IMI does not recommend the use oflead bullets in the 
Eagle due to the possibility of the gas system becoming clogged, and I adhered to 
their wishes. 

Beginning at 15 yards, the 240 loads grouped into almost one hole just above the 
point of aim. The 200JHP rounds did likewise but just slightly lower than the heavier 
slugs. The Tirnney-worked trigger is a joy to work with , considering the alternative 
of using the stock factory set-up. There was just a slight creep before the shot broke 
at just three and one-half pounds. No overtravel was noted during the firing period. 

Shooting from a prone rest at the fifty yard mark, both loads again placed 
themselves just slightly high of the aiming point, and averaged two to three inches of 
spread. The sights used were the standard issue fixed rear and serrated ramp front. 
Magnum Research was kind enough to supply me with an extra set of fully 
adjustable Milletts, complete with W /0 rear and blaze orange front ramp, however, 
I did not take the opportunity to install them. Instead I chose to stay with the factory 
equipment. 

IMI says that the Eagle is factory sighted for 100 yards. Seated at a bench, I was 
able to hold some decent groups in the seven to eight inch range, and I'm sure that 
someone into silhouette or long-range handgunning in general would be capable of 
doing better. I have no doubt that the gun itself is certainly able to perform that well. 

The gun seemed to have a preference for the 240gr ammunition, although it 

Continued on page 92 
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Shooting the 9.2 mm Pobyrin, the blank­
.firing custom Eagle is for ace 

killer Arnold Schwarzenegger in 
Red Heat. 
By AH Staff 

Photo by Roger Andrews 
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The big Soviet cop carries a big Soviet 
pistol. Arnold Schwarzenegger plays a 
Russian policeman on an exchange pro­
gram of sorts. He stalks the streets of Chi­
cago with a 9.2mm Pobyrin , a mythical 
caliber in a mythical gun, the "Hollywood 
Eagle." 

Custom made by Tim Lafrance, the 
Desert Eagle is made to look like a giant 
Walther P -38. It 
seems the director 
of Red H eat 
wanted a gun that 
looked like the P-38 , 
but bigger and meaner. The 
Hollywood Eagle is the result. 

Tim Lafrance special­
izes in converting real 
guns to blank guns for 
the movies and one of 
his unique talents is keeping 
the gun functional with live ammo. 
This Eagle can be converted back to a 
firing .357 Magnum . (Lafrance Spe­
cialties, P.O. 178211 , San Diego, CA , 
92117) 

The blanks for the 9.2mm Pobyrin are 
made from .357 cases. 

Lafrance says the toughest part of con­
verting a real Eagle to a blank gun is 
adjusting the gas porting. Also, this par­
ticular Eagle was a real challenge because 
the whole profile had to be altered to 
resemble the P-38 . The grips duplicate the 
P-38. The barrel band is similar. The front 
sight is copied. Lafrance says he would 
have charged $3,000 for the conversion, 
but the director called and wanted the gun 
yesterday. Can do, says Lafrance, but dou­
ble the price. He made three identical 
pistols for Schwarzenegger so the prop 
man can always have a ~ 

fresh one loaded. ~ 
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By Massad Ayoob 

The four-inch 
.44 Magnum is Massad 

Ayoob's favorite handgun 
when you need raw power 

in a package. 

T 
he .44 Magnum . It's a workhorse, 
heavy -duty handgun caliber. 
Generally, you find it in a long­
barrelled sidearm. More rarely, 

you find it in a snub. 
And , for a growing coterie of profes­

sionals, you find it in a four-inch revolver. 
Over my handgunning career, I've come to 
agree with them . For constant daily use as 
a power tool, not necessarily as a piece of 
sporting equipment, I think the four-inch 

barrel double action revolver is the most 
practical .44 Magnum. 

I own my share of .44 Maggies. My 
Thompson/Center Contender Super 14, as 
its name implies , fires the big .44 through a 
barrel two inches beyond a foot in length. 
Another Contender barrel is a ten-incher, 
and a similar length tube graces my stain­
less Ruger Super Blackhawk single action . 
Eight inches is a good length for the cali­
ber, performance wise: that's the size of 
another of my Contender barrels, and one 
of my most accurate long-range sixguns is 
an 83/s 11 Model 29 S&W. My Redhawk's 
barrel runs 7112 11 of stainless Ruger steel, 
and my superbly-handling new Super 
Redhawk has its muzzle 9 112 11 from the cyl­
inder face. 

I've not neglected the snubbies. I've got 
a MagNaPort Custom Second Chance 
Commemorative Model 29 with a 23/4

11 

custom Douglas barrel. 



But I don't use any of those guns for 
anything serious. When I actually carry a 
.44 Magnum revolver, it's a four-inch dou­
ble action . I own and use three such guns, 
all Smith & Wessons. 

Here's why. 
I use a .44 Magnum less as sporting 

equipment than as an all-purpose power 
tool , whose purpose encompasses both 
self-defense and the shooting of substantial 
animals as reasonable distance. Let's say 
you're going to Africa for a while. My 
long-nosed Super Redhawk , with its ability 
to withstand maximum handloads and its 
superb accuracy, would be my choice if 
hunting with a revolver was all I needed to 
use the gun for. But , in a sometimes trou­
bled land, the sidearm does double duty as 
a personal protection weapon in the anti­
personnel context. 

In Rhodesia years ago, and in South 
Africa today, any citizen or approved visi­
tor the Government says can have a pistol, 
can carry it concealed. A long barrelled 
.44 Magnum does not conceal under any­
thing you can normally wear in public. A 
4" N-frame does, if you pick your clothing 
and your gunleather carefully. This means 
that the gun is always with you and ready to 
protect you and yours when anything 
comes at you , including a situation in a 
street riot or a pub as well as something out 
on the veldt. 

If the .44 Magnum is carried as an emer­
gency rescue tool by someone who may be 
attacked by something larger and more 
powerful than a man , portability is a crit­
ical factor. The gun has to be comfortable 
and out of the way during normal tasks. 

Consider two famous handgunners who 
chose the four-inch .44 Magnum as their 
daily working sidearm, and a third who 
didn't. Elmer Keith , generally accepted as 
the father or at least the godfather of the . 44 
Magnum cartridge, normally carried a 4" 
Model 29. It is not widely known that this 
was the gun with which he made his 
famous and controversial 600-yard kill of a 
mule deer. Those who read his books Six­
guns and Hell, I Was There will recall that a 
heavy-caliber revolver saved Elmer's 
bacon more than once when he had to neu­
tralize a psychotic horse or a raging beef 
critter during his cowboy days. The guns 
that kept Elmer around were 45/s " Colt 
single actions, the most portable belt guns 
of their day; it is significant that Elmer 
retired them when the 4" .44 Magnum 
Smith and Wesson was introduced . 

Ross Seyfried is perhaps Keith's logical 
heir as all-around handgun guru: still in his 
mid-thirties, he has been a working cow­
man, an active part-time cop, a profes­
sional hunter in Africa , and world cham­
pion of combat handgunning. He used an 
S&W .357 Combat Magnum as a cop 
because the regulations said he had to, and 
a Pachmayr custom Colt .45 auto in IPSC 
because no other gun could win in that fast­
shooting environment. As a working cow­
boy, however, the gun he normally packed 
was a 4" Smith & Wesson Model 29 .44 
Magnum, in a Sparks #1 AT holster behind 
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his right hip. He knew that working big 
livestock could put him in the situation of 
having to reach quickly for something that 
could instantly kill an animal that weighed 
up to 1,500 pounds and had suddenly 
turned on him. The 4" N-frame Smith & 
Wesson was his ticket : enough power for 
the job, in a package small enough to carry 
every minute of each working hour. 

Frank James is one of the most promis­
ing new-generation gunwriters. He likes 
the .44 Magnum but prefers the .41. Last 
year, Frank was working on his farm when 
his hand got caught in a piece of farm 
machinery. His other hand reached 
instinctively for his 61h" Smith & Wesson 
.41 Magnum so he could blast the machine 
and shut it down before it ate him. His hand 
closed on empty air: the long-barrelled 
Smith had been left in its shoulder holster 
on his tractor because it was too bulky to 
wear all day. James lost part of his trigger 
finger. A 4" N-frame in .44 or .41 Mag­
num, which would have been small enough 
to carry in a Lawrence holster like Keith's , 

Ayoob's Cannon Custom 4x.44 fea­
tures a smoothed cylinder release 
button, polished and shaped trigger, 
over-travel stop, Millett rear sights 
and Hogue Combat Grips. Andy Can­
non did the work himself. 

a Sparks AT like Seyfried's, or a Sparks 
Summer Special like mine, might well 
have been there on his belt and accessible 
in time to keep him from suffering the 
worst injury that could happen to a gunwri­
ter. But 6 11 and longer revolvers just aren't 
that comfortable to carry all day, every day, 
in shoulder or hip holsters. 

The 4 x .44 has other advocates. Among 
America's 10 largest police departments, 
there are two - Detroit and Houston - that 
permit any caliber in a double action 
revolver, and you'll find a significant num­
ber of .44 Magnum users in both cities. 
The great majority favor the 4" Model 29 . 
These include men like my friend Tommy 
Britt , president of the Houston Police 

Ayoob on the fabled sands of the Kal­
ahari Desert in Africa. The author 
packed a 4x.44 for the trip. 

Patrolman's Union , and Evan Marshall of 
Detroit's Special Reaction Team . While 
Tommy still cleaves to his 29 , Evan carried 
his only briefly before going back to his 
preferred .41 , and later, switching to the 
high-capacity 9mm autoloader. 

Nolan Santy, master custom pistolsmith, 
comments, "I always had the best luck with 
a 4" 29. Every one I owned seemed to 
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shoot better than the 61'2 " and 83/s " ver­
sions. I think the better balance had a lot to 
do with it." 

My shooting buddy Bill Grimmett, a 
confirmed .44 Magnum aficionado, feels 
the same: "I've owned lots of long-bar­
relled .44s, but for me, the most accurate 
ones were always the four-inch Smiths and 
the Ruger sing le actions I had cut to 45/s '.' I 
think the shorter sight radius for my cor­
rected vision is what makes it so different 
for me." 

Addison C lark of Kalispell , Montana 
shot his way to fame with an 83/s:' 
MagNaPorted Model 29 that he used to 
capture the Laramie Shoot for Loot several 
times, and also Second Chance. On patrol 
as a Kalispell cop, though , the 29 he opted 
for was a four-inch. 

One day he was attacked in a doorway 

personnel handgun needs. 
Remember, the only rationale for a gun 

like that in .44 Magnum is the fear of 
extremely large, mean mammals. A .45 
auto bullet won't penetrate terribly far 
beyond the hide of a Cape Buffalo, and a 
.357 might or might not make him blink, 
but something like a JD Jones .44 Magnum 
handload with the penetrating SSK bullet 
has been known in actual experience to stiff 
M'bogo in his tracks . 

Sure, my long-nosed 29 and Buntline-
1 ike Super Blackhawk print better 

groups at a hundred yards, and put out a bit 
more power. But they do me no good if 
they're not with me when I need them. 
Generations of police work have proven 
that the 4" revolver is the most comfortable 
for a constantly armed man who is fre-

Occasionally, Ayoob competes on the running deer target with his 4x.44 
against scoped rifles. He's never won a match but he usually tags the deer 
with fatal hits and beats a good number of his rifle toting competitors. 

by a savage Alsatian. He c leared the short 
29 and fired from the hip, with the dog's 
nose virtually at the muzzle . The blood that 
soaked his uniform was not his own: a 
Glaser .44 Magnum Safety Slug at contact 
di stance had exploded the killer canine's 
brain. Could he have cleared a 61h" at that 
point? Would his trademark 83/s " gun have, 
that close, been blocked by the dog's body 
before he could bring the muzzle to bear? 
Neither of us know, but both of us are 
happy that he had a handy, powerful gun 
that he was skil led with. 

The four-inch N-frame Smith has a 
mean , intimidating look to it. Holly­

wood has not missed that point . Four-inch 
Model 29s were the weapons used by Nick 
Nolte in 48 Hours, Lee Marvin in Point 
Blank, Charles Bronson in Telefon , and the 
urban guerrilla terrorist in Black Sunday. 
But if one wants an intimidating gun , the 
same firm's .357 Highway Patrolman , or 
even better, a Model 25-2 in .45 ACP cut to 
four inches, has the same look. Better con­
trollability, too, and all the power an ant i-
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quently seated in a vehicle, be he a cowboy 
running his pickup across the range or the 
African hunter driving between conces­
sions in a Land Rover. I se ldom get closer 
to a horse than driving my Ford Bronco, 
but Keith and Seyfried were horsemen 
when they chose 4 x .44s, and that says 
something about comfort in the saddle as 
well. 

Determine your skill level with the given 
gun and work within it , that's all. I'm pres­
ently ranked Class A in IPSC and Master in 
police revolver, and I'm confident of put­
ting every shot from my four-inch into a 
deer's thorax at fifty yards. Double the 
distance, and I'm just as confident with the 
longer barrelled .44, but will hold fire with 
the 4" unless the conditions are perfect. 

This doesn't mean the gun can't or won't 
do it at the longer yardages. A quick run 
over the chronograph will show that you 
aren't losing that much between four and 
eight inches, and the d ifference bal­
listically between four and six inches is 
trivial compared to the difference between 
the two in ease of constant wear. 

I've taken my 4 " Smith to the firing line 
and shot at hundred-yard deer fargets 
against men with scoped rifles in the local 
turkey shoots. I've never won-what , 4" 
iron sight revolver against scoped rifle in 
capable hands? - But I can generally 
expect to finish toward the middle of the 
pack. The on ly time I tried that stunt and 
finished dead last, I'd switched from Mag­
num to .44 Special handloads without 
proper resighting and put every 180-grain 
NosJer slug in a nice group just under the 
deer target. Well , they would have been 
clean misses, at least. 

But consider the Elmer Keith Deer. 
Keith got a lot of heat for reporting that he'd 
killed a mulie at 600 yards with his 29, 
which happened to be a four-incher. It had 
been wounded by a rifle-toting client he 
was guiding, so he was morally obliged to 
anchor it however he could, and only the 
handy 4" revolver was accessible. After 
firing a few shots to get the range, he 
snuffed it . 

No man who knows 
Elmer Keith and has 
seen him shoot would 

stand six hundred yards 
away and let Elmer 

shoot at him with a four­
inch .44 Magnum! 

Many observers considered this to be 
impossible braggadocio. They did not con­
sider that Keith had been experimenting 
with ultra-long range revolver shooting, 
aiming at rocks across huge canyons , 
before most of them had bitten their first 
teething ring. Keith knew just how much to 
elevate that front sight , and for him, the 
technique worked . As his friend Bill Jor­
dan once told me, ' '.A. lotta fo lks razz Elmer 
an' say he couldn't have made that shot. 
Wal , I'll tell you this : Elmer Keith don't lie. 
lfhe says he made the shot , then he made it. 
It's just as hard for Elmer to believe that 
other people can't shoot as good as he does! 
And I'll tell you this: no man who knows 
Elmer and has seen him shoot, would stand 
six hundred yards away and let Elmer 
shoot at him with a 4" .44 Magnum! " 

The best distance shot I ever made with a 
"four by forty-four" was born of expe­

dience. We were on the edge of the Tim­
bavati River in South Africa's Eastern 
Transvaal on photo safari, and our com­
pany's rations were in Mother Hubbard 
City. We were depressingly planning on a 
dinner of stringy mutton and "mealie-pop," 
the thick cornmeal gruel that is the Black 
African staple in the bush. I had just 
finished photographing giraffe when I spot-
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ted a trio of impala , a young ram and a 
couple of ewes, up ahead. 

The sound of our Isuzu Trooper spooked 
them, and they broke into the thick bush . 
There was a . 30-06 in the car for protection 
(we were in lion country) , but I knew I 
couldn't reach it in time. 

I'd been carrying my Smith stainless 629 
4" in a Milt Sparks #1 AT angled for 
crossdraw, my favorite field rig. Suddenly, 
the Pachmayr grips were in my hand as I 
rolled out of the stopped Trooper, taking a 
two-hand wedge hold . 

The sleek male impala was ghosting 
through the bush at what seemed a bit over 
a hundred yards' distance. As I put the red 
front ramp on his shoulder, that part of him 
disappeared in the thicket. I saw the 
haunches coil to run , and there was only 
one way to take him clean if we were going 
to have fresh camp meat. 

I raised the sight picture for a spine shot. 
There was not time to cock the gun. I rolled 
the trigger back double action. At the shot, 
the animal disappeared from my view. 

"He's down! " yelled Bierke Roux , who 
was driving. He grabbed the .30-06 and I 
barked, "I went for a spine shot!" as we ran 
forward. The impala was down on his right 
side and had fallen in his tracks, but was 
sti.11 thrashing his head. As we sprinted up, 
I saw the bullet hole high behind the shoul­
ders, blood bubbling through it from a lung 
shot, and had time to think , "Damn. Two 
inches low. Missed the spine." The ram 
raised his head and looked at me, con­
sciousness still in his eyes despite the mor­
tal wound , and I shot him again through the 
neck, ending his suffering instantly. It 
turned out that the #1 slug had hit the spine 
and pierced both lungs. 

That night and again the next morning, 
we fed on fresh impala steak instead of the 
last , dried-up mutton . The range of the 
shot turned out to be 117 of my paces, 120 
ofBierke's. I don't normally take a shot that 
long with a four-inch , but this particular 
gun was sighted for 100 yards with its stiff­
loaded 320 grain SSK bullets and the day 
before, American Handgunner editor 
Cameron Hopkins had watched me verify 
the sight picture. The first two shots had 
gone into a four inch group, the next two 
into a sub-one-inch cluster. I was confident 
with this particular, unusually accurate 
revolver, or I would have passed the shot 
and gone to bed hungry. 

As I forked down the grilled impala ven­
ison, I knew that any .44 Magnum longer 
than the one I'd been wearing would have 
been off my belt and out of reach when the 
shot presented itself. Now you see why 
portability is so important to me, and why 
the four-inch length is my choice in a .44 
Magnum field revolver. 

Collective hunting experience including 
my own tells me that while a properly 

loaded .357 Magnum is all you need for 
anti-personnel work, its momentum smack 
and penetration fall short of what's needed 
for the humane, guaranteed bag of any­
thing bigger than "small game." The .41 
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Magnum is an excellent gun in its four-inch 
configuration; fellow gunwriter Clay 
Harvey dropped a pronghorn antelope 
with one at JOO yards from prone, and gun 
experts from Evan Marshall to Frank 
James consider it superior to the .44 Mag, 

ricochets or exit wounds for when I .was 
carrying concealed in the cities, and the 
aforementioned SSK 320 grain penetrative 
flat-nose handloads. None of those emi­
nently useful special-purpose loads are 
available for the .41 Mag, and only one, the 

Ayoob faced dry, moldy mutton and gruel for supper, or kill an impala for the 
pot. He shot this young, tender ram at over 100 yards, double-action, with a 
4x.44. 
especially at longer range. 

I won't argue about the .41 Magnum 
four-inch as a heavy-duty carry revolver. I 
own one. But the fact is, I haven't carried it 
in years. The reason is that the .44 Mag­
num, being much more popular, has much 
more available in the way of special pur-

The editor, left, points to a two-shot 
group of less than an inch at 100 yards 
fired by Ayoob from a 4x.44. 

pose ammo. On that Africa trip, my .44 
Magnum ammo supply included Speer 
snakeshot for when we were in black 
mamba country, Glaser Safety Slugs for 
massive close-range destruction with no 

Glaser, is made in .45 Long Colt. 
Remember again the concept of the four 

inch barrel by .44 Magnum caliber; a 
heavy duty, multi-purpose tool. The gun is 
the hardware, the ammo the software. The 
.41 Mag or .45 Colt might be a tiny bit 
more user-friendly, but the .44 Magnum 
unquestionably has far more programs 
available. 

Everybody tells you short barrels are 
disadvantaged because their lesser sight 
radius doesn't allow as precise an align­
ment as a Long Tom . That's true as far as it 
goes, but consider that in addition to clear­
ing the holster quicker, the shorter 
revolver also lines its sights up more 
quickly between shots in rapid fire gun­
ning. At the Second Chance bowling pin 
match, it is not uncommon to see an indi­
vidual tally a better score in the 4" revolver 
match than in the Unlimited revolver 
event, where 6" to JO" barrels are the rule. 
In any speed shooting discipline where a 
fast 7 beats a slow JO (gunfighting, to name 
one) the shorter gun's sights align more 
rapidly for followup hits. 

I also find that the shorter barrel is supe­
rior for tracking a moving target. The 
longer the barrel, the harder it is to keep an 
iron-sighted handgun's sight picture in 
alignment while the weapon is moving. 

One night in the badlands of the Kim­
berley mining district in South Africa, our 
host invited us to go out and shoot some 
rabbits. He needed pot meat for his work 

Continued 011 page 74 
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DOES YOUR 
GUN COLLECTION 

STOP AT THE 
20TH CENTURY? 

GLOCK 17, 
9mm semi-automatic pistol. 
Catalog No. 17001 

__ ,..."'-
! 

~' 
I __ ) 

GLOCK 19 Compact 
9mm semi-automatic pistol. 
Catalog No. 19001 

II you don't own one of these, 
it probably does. 

The GLOCK is the vanguard of a whole new era in 
handgun manufacturing and design. An era which is 
destined to reach well into the 21st century, but is avail­
able to you now. 
Space Age Polymers 
What makes the GLOCK unique among the field of 
9mm semi-automatic pistols is the use of lightweight, 
high strength polymers in its frame and magazine. This 
space age polymer technology not only makes 
the GLOCK an extremely comfortable and dur­
able pistol, but also a very affordable one. 
NATO Adopted 
Developed for the Austrian military, and 
adopted by NATO, the GLOCK has proven 
itself on both sides of the Atlantic to be a tough 

and reliable semi-automatic. Tested in mud, rain, sand, 
ice and heat, it performed flawlessly-continuously firing 
l 0,000 rounds or more without a problem. 
More of What You Want 
From its simple takedown to its remarkable accuracy, all 
GLOCK models offer you more in the way of easy han­
dling than any other pistols in history. And more in the way 
of capacity, too. Because fully loaded, the GLOCK 17 

will hold up to twenty rounds. And the GLOCK 
19 Compact has the capacity for eighteen. 
Get Ready Now 
Be the first on your block to own a GLOCK, and 
get a jump on next century's technology. For a 
full color brochure, see your nearest GLOCK 
dealer, or write or call GLOCK, Inc. today. 

GLOC~ INC. 
P.O . Box 369 • Smyrna, Georgia 30081 

(404) 432-1202 
NATO Stock No.: l 005-25-133-6775 

Telex: 543353 Glock Atl UD 
Fax: (404) 433-8719 
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"STRESSFIRE" 
At last! The first volume of Massed Ayoob's long awaited series on "Gunfighting for Police: 
Advanced Tactics and Techniques." 
"STAESSFIAE" is the result of Ayoob's years of research about what actually happens in 
gunfights. 
Learn how stress and adrenalin affect the mind and body, ruining conventional shooting 
techniques under pressure .. . and how new techniques actually feed off that pressure to 
make you perform better under stress! 

$9.95 

"THE STREET SMART GUN BOOK" 
At last, master gunfighting tactician John Farnam gives his formula for shooting survival. One 

of the top national instructors, John covers gun and holster selections and gives intensive 

advice on use of c::,ver, movement, mental awareness and preparation, and the TACTICS for 
winning a gun duel. 

$11.95 
Plus $2.00 postage and handling 

MC/VISA ACCEPTED. ORDER TOLL FREE: 800-624-9049 

--------------POLICE BOOKSHELF P.O. Box122, Concord, N.H. 03301-------------

STRESSFIRE $9.95 _ _ 

THE STREET SMART GUN BOOK $11.95 __ 

Name ______________________________ _ 

Street _______ _____________________ _ 

Shipping and handling 

TOTAL ENCLOSED 

$2.00 __ City _____________________________ _ 

State ___________ Zip _______________ _ 

Q: How do gun manufacturers stop rust, corrosion & mildew? 

A ·. Gun manufacturers know that problems o f rust, corros ion, mildew, mold 
are most often caused with in enclosed sto rage areas by "trapped" hu mid ity which 
turns into condensation every evening w hen the temperature drops below dew 
point. Once the damage is done, it 's irreparable' Manufacturers reg ularl y inc lude 
small packets of silica gel in shi pments of guns, electroni cs, cameras, etc . 
Silica Gel drinks up moistu re from the air to c reate a protect ive shield of dry air 
wi thin any enc losed area and is the des iccant of cho ice because of its two major 
advantages: 1) Unl ike other chemical dehumidifiers, si li ca gel completely adsorbs 
the moisture and remains dry to the touch even when saturated (there are no 
co llection tubs of water to contend with); 2) When saturated , si li ca gel can be 
eas il y reacti vated in any oven for a lifeti me o f protecti on. Experts ag ree that 
hi gh-quality silica gel prov ides the very best protecti on obtainable for va luables 
stored within enclosed areas such as : gun/ camera cases, displ ay cab inets, stor­
age chests, safes, sil ve r drawers, etc. 

'It 's like a minia ture dehumidifier running night and day " 
All Hydroso rbent silica gel dehumidify ing units co ntain the highest-quality gov't 
spec sili ca gel; they need no electr icity ; and once saturated , can be easil y reacti­
vated in you r oven (a bu ilt-in indicator turns from blue to pink signaling when to 
reactivate). All units are so ld wi th a money-back guarantee. Order now. 
40 Gram Unit: Compact 4" x 2" x w· alum in um canister ideal for gun and camera 
case, too l box, sil ver drawers, etc . Protects 3 cu . ft. $5.50 ea. (2 or more : $5.00 ea.) 
360 Gram Unit: 5" x 4" x 2" fo il ca rton idea l for your safe, gun chests, display 
cabinets, etc. Protects 27 cu . ft. $9.50 ea. 
2000 Gram Unit: 15" x 4" di ameter stee l canister prov ides ideal lifeti me protecti on 
fo r larg er enc losed areas: large cabinets, gun lockers , vaults , safes, etc. Protects 
144 cu . ft. $42.50 ea. 

Ava ilable only from Hydrosorbent. Delivered free. Money-back guarantee. 

40 gram unit 

p~ 
.. :-- ..... ' 

•..; .. ~ : 
-------360 gram unit 

2000 gram unit 

-... 
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Please send postpaid. 
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THE AYOOB FILES 
Collfi11ued f rom page 28 

murder when heti angered him two months 
before during the robbery at the other Burger 
King. This time, he had apparently decided 
he was not going to miss. As he raised the 
sawed off Savage at Johnson the manager had 
broken and run. "Get him,'' Stevenson had 
cried to his partner as he lunged after the 
terrified fleeing businessman . 

But Stevenson had a surprise waiting for 
him. 

As Stan Robinson comes through the 
doorway, he sees Robert Stevenson only 
eight feet away, by the milkshake machine. 
He sees the rifle. At the same time, Stevenson 
reacts to the sight of the protector's looming 
bulk, and brings up his sawed off rifle. 

Robinson is one of the relatively few gun­
fight participants who does not experience 
tachypsychia, the sensation of things going 
into slow motion . Things are happening in 
real time for him. And, in that rapid real 
time, he sees the muzzle of the illegal rifle 
homing onto his midsection even as he brings 
up his own Smith & Wesson to fire. 

But the gunman pulls the trigger first. 
Stanton Robinson sees no smoke, hears no 

shot. But he does see the ugly lance of flame 
dart from the muzzle of the . 22 rifle, pointing 
directly at his belly, and he feels a deep, 
burning pain knife through his abdomen left 
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of his navel, just above the beltline. 
There is time for him to think, "Dammit, 

that (expletive deleted) shot me!" But now he 
is firing back. His first .44 Special round has 
boomed out of the Smith & Wesson less than 
a heartbeat after Stevenson fi red the first 
shot. 

Robinson is aware that he is falling back­
ward. He consciously turns his body side­
ways, like the 90 degree stance used by the 
old-time bullseye shooters, in an effort to 
twist himself away from the line of fire. His 
left hand is flailing for balance as he goes 
down. 

Yet he is still firing, one handed, the gun 
arm extended toward Stevenson as he shoots 
again and again, watching his enemy instead 
of the sights. He sees the scrawny rifleman 
topple backwards and fall flat on his back. 

The stickup man turns in 
terror and runs for all he 

is worth, leaving the 
death scene behind him. 

As suddenly as it has begun, the shootout 
is over. His ears ringing in the dying echoes 
of the gunfire, Robinson doesn't hear the 
running feet of LaRossa Mullins, the other 
stickup man. Survival instinct has tunneled 
his vision in so closely on Stevenson that he 
has not even seen the second thug. 

But Mullins has seen him. The veteran 
armed robber delights in terrorizing helpless 
victims, but now he is horrified to his core at 
what he has seen: a huge good guy with a big 
handgun has just braved his partner's rifle fire 
and blown his accomplice to Kingdom 
Come. He has seen the good guy go down, 
but he still has that humongous revolver in 
his hand! 

It is questionable whether suspect Mullins 
would have the courage to face even a 
wounded victim who was armed , with 
Mullins himself holding a real weapon. But 
with a replica gun in his hand , there's no 
question at all. The stickup man turns in 
terror and runs for all he is worth , leaving the 
death scene behind him. 

Now only two men lie on the battleground, 
and only one will get up. 

Stan Robinson has fallen onto his back. So 
has the robber Stevenson, most of whose 
body is sprawled out of sight behind the 
counter he'd jumped in his initial pursuit of 
his intended victim, the manager. Only his 
feet extend into Robinson's view, and they are 
motionless. 

The pain in his abdomen is gone now. 
Robinson lunges to his feet. He believes he 
has emptied his .44 , but something tells him 
not to lay the revolver down where it can be 
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State of the Art 
Recoil Compensation for 
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* EASILY INSTALLED 

Comp lete ill ust rated instruct ions 
No alterations to you r gun requ ired 

* OR WE INSTALL FREE 
You pay on ly for sh ipping & ins. 
Your gun sh ipped within 48 hours 

* EXCLUSIVE DUAL PORT VIRTUALLY 
ELIMINATES MUZZLE JUMP 

"'=-=~= DELTA VECTORS, INC. 
7119 West 79th Street Dept. AH 

Overland Park . KS 66204 
9131642·0307 

SIMPLE. 

Thirty-three parts.Two pins. No screws. The simplicity of the Glock 
17, 9mm semi-automatic pistol. From its easy ~ 
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Speed and accuracy is the name of the game. When your sights 
provide a sharp crisp sight picture , your shooting will greatly 
improve. That 's why champions like Chip McCormick use Millett 
sights. The handgunner's choice for autos and revolvers . 
New match quality peep sight for Mini-14, AR-15 , and H&K 91 , 93. 

Ask your local d ealer or send $1 U .S. ($4 fore ign) for our complete accessory catalog . 

Colt • Smith & Wesson • Ruger • Beretta • Browning 
• Sig/Sauer • BOA • H & K • Dan Wesson 
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picked up by someone else, and he knows it 
will take both hands to reinsert it in the shoul­
der holster. Instead, he keeps the big S& W 
clutched in his right fist as he reaches behind 
his left hip with his other hand and twists out 
his backup gun, the fully loaded .38 Chief. It 
is this he uses to cover the downed gunman 
as, cautiously, Stan comes up behind the 
counter. 

He keeps the big S&W 
clutched in his right fist 
as he reaches behind his 
left hip and twists out his 

backup gun. 

But the little revolver remains silent. 
Robert Stevenson lies motionless, uncon­
scious. An occasional ragged breath heaves 
rattlingly inside his blood-splattered chest. 

Robinson's concern now is his own 
wound. Still holding the snub .38 on the 
prostrate gunman, he is aware that the other 
employees realize the gun battle is over and 
are coming to his aid. He tells one of them, 
"Look and see if I'm bleeding," gesturing to 
where hetl felt the lancing pain in his belly as 
the robber fired . 

The employee looks. There is no blood. 
No wound. Stanton Robinson has not been 
hit. 

He shoves the two-inch .38 into a pocket, 

JEFF COOPER'S 
FIREWORKS: 
ESSAYS and FICTION 
An explosive book that will entertain you , 
provoke you , and above all , make you 
think. An anthology of the writings of Jeff 
Cooper, FIREWORKS is a blend of pistol­
craft , history, nostalgia, humor and in­
trigue. It includes observations on the tradi­
tion of violence in America, the creation of 
"Baby" his custom heavy rifle, terrorism 
hunting on three continents , the proper 
mental conditioning for combat, and much 
more. If you enjoy technical firearms arti­
cles , travel and adventure writing , and 
short stories in the Hemingway vein , then 
send for your copy of FIREWORKS today. 
Illustrated with line drawings by one of 
America's foremost western artists , Fred 
Lucas . Quality hardcover edition , only 
$14.95 plus $1 .50 postage and handling. 

HANDGUNNER BOOKS • Dept. 44·HG5 • 591 Camino 
de la Reina• Ste. 200 • San Diego, CA 92108 

_ Send me a copy of Jeff Cooper's FIRE­
WORKS. Enclosed find $14.95 plus $1 .50 post­
age and handling. 
_ Charge my Credit Card _ Visa _ MC 
Number ___________ _ 

Exp. Date ____ Initials ____ _ 

NAME ------------
ADDRESS __________ _ 
CITY ___ STATE _· __ ZIP __ _ 

California residents. add 6% sales tax. Allow 4-6 weeks 
for delivery. 
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and quickly, expertly, dumps the contents of 
the .44's cylinder and slaps in a· fresh speed­
loader of Silvertips. It is a movement that has 
become automatic with him from shooting in 
local combat leagues. At his feet are five 
spent .44 Special casings and a live Glaser 
Safety Slug. He has miscounted: the Model 
24 was still "live" after all . 

He reaches down and picks up the Savage 

The man who had tried to 
kill him is dead. 

rifle, pulling it away from the prostrate gun­
man. As he does so, he watches Stevenson 
take his last, gurgling breath. 

The man who had tried to kill him is dead. 
He holsters his gun , and then walks very 

calmly to the telephone to call the Cook 
Count)' Sheriffs Office. When he hangs up he 
walks into the back room, fixes himself a cup 
of hot chocolate and a salad , and sits down to 
wait for the responding police officers. 

The death of Robert Stevenson at the 
hands of Stanton Robinson was ruled a 

justifiable homicide by the Cook County 
State's Attorney's office, and did not even 
have to go before the grand jury. LaRossa 
Mullins was captured without bloodshed the 
following day and is now in prison for his 
crimes. 

Analyzing the shootout itself, several 
interesting points emerge . Robinson 
appeared to witnesses to have been shot by 
Stevenson and to have been flung rearward 
onto his back by the impact of the gunman's 
bullet. Robinson himself was certain he had 
been shot and clearly recalls the burning pain 
that lanced through his belly as Stevenson 
fired. Yet he was not hit: the bullet, which 
was never recovered, had apparently barely 
missed him. 

What accounted for the sensation of hav­
ing been shot? Robinson had previously 
talked with several people who had been in 
shootings and was thoroughly familiar with 
the literature. A gun enthusiast and avid 
reader of gunfighting books and of firearms 
magazines, including this one, he was well 
aware that the insertion of hot lead into the 
body is generally accompanied by a deep 
burning sensation. Stevenson's rifle had 
appeared to be pointed directly at his 
abdomen. At the shot, his mind concluded 
that he would be hit , and automatically car­
ried out the implanted suggestion of what it 
would feel like to be shot. 

This phenomenon is far from unknown in 
gunfights, and with lesser men than Stanton 
Robinson, often has tragic results. Calibre 
Press in their book Street Survival document 
the case of a police officer who died after 
sustaining a superficial small-caliber gunshot 
wound of the arm. It is believed that the 
officer had been conditioned that when shot, 
one died, and that when he was hit , "His mind 
told his body that the only course of action 
was to lie down and die." Physicians and 
psychologists are equally aware of the phe­
nomenon, which is known as "surrender 
death." 
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Extended Mag azine Release 
Assembly for Colt .45 type Au tos. 
Replaces existing release. No drill· 
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enlarged button and screw for 
S9.95. Enlarged button & screw 
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Replacement catch comes in blue. 
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Bianchi 8-9 Belt or G. Davis# 114 Belt .... 28.00 
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IN STOCK: 

ERNIE HILL 
SPEED LEATHER 

Holster ... . 
Belt ..... . 

. 74.00 

. 42.00 
G. Davis California Challenger Ii 12450 . . 72.00 
G. Davis Wheel Whiz Revolver Holster . . ... 76.00 
G. Davis Phoenix Special #1 1450 . . ....... 74 .00 
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e e 1 IMPBOVI 1 e e 
Your performance with championshi~proven, precision custom 
parts and accessories! .. . You are demanding. You are used to 
the best. You want professional care. You want classic, old 
fashioned, dependable service. You want quality, performance­
proven equipment. We have it all! We are the Nation's best! 

CALL TOLL FREE: 1 ·800·553·0844 
FLA. 1 ·305·553·0844 

l'BEI SHIPPING IN CONTINENTAL U.S. 
..-~~~~~~~~~~~--. 

~ NEW-IMPROVED NEW! 
~~ - MODEL 

1911 Type Pistols Accessories 
Wiison Combat 
Extended Thumb Safety Blue or s/ s .. . S 17.95 
Extended Slide Release Blue or s/ s . S 18.95 
Extended Combat Ejector . . . S 18.95 
MATCH 45, 6" BBL .. . ... . ...... $115.00 
Extended Magazine Button. . S 19.95 
Competition MatchTriggerw/3 holes . . S 12.75 
Commander Hammer Blue or s/ s . . . S 17.95 
Beavertail Grip Safety Blue or s/ s . . S 17.95 
Shok-Buff Buffers (6 pk.). . . $5.50 
Combat 3/ dots Sights .. . ... . ....... $29 95 
Full Length Spring Guide Gc'v or c/ c . . $23 95 
Magazine Well Funnel Blue or s/ s . . $28.95 
Checkerd Mainspring Housing. . . $31 .50 
Recoil Spring 9, 10, 12, 15. 
17, 181/2 lb. Govt. ................ $3.75 
S & A Magazine Guide Blue or s/ s ... $59.95 
Safari Extended Safety Blue or s/s . . ... S 19.95 
Safari Ambidextrious Extended 
Thumb Safety Blue or s/s ........... $2995 

Magazines & Speedloaders 
Metal Form Match Magazine 
w/Shaw pad s/s 9 mm . . . . . . . . . . . S 17.95 
Metal Form Match Magazine 
w/Shaw pad s/s 38 super . . . S 17.95 
Shooting Star, 38 Super 
l 0 Rds Mags n1c . . $24.95 
New BA l Brass Ultra-Mag pad 2 pk. $9.95 
Safariland Comp Ir 
Speedloaders SW-Kor L ......... . $6 95 

Recall Compensators 
Wilson Accu-Comp II Kit 45 ACP . $399.95 
Wilson LE-Comp. Kit 45 ACP . .. .. .. $239.95 

BAT UL lRA-COMP 

Competition Holsters 
Belts & Pouches 

PLAIN 
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LEATHER 

Ernie Hill Model 666 Fender Holster . .. $75.00 
Ernie Hill Model PPC Fender Holster ... $76.00 
Ernie Hill Competition Belt ........... $34.95 
Ernie Hill Single Magazine Pouch ..... S 18.00 
Ernie Hill Double Magazine Pouch ... . . $25.00 
Ernie Hill Vert. Triple Mag. Pouch . . .... ·$34.00 
Safari land/Rogers Model 007 Holster ... $65.00 
Satariland/Rogers Cup Challenge H ... $65.00 
Satariiand/Rogers Gunfighters Belt . . $34.95 
Satori land/Rogers Double Mag. Pouch ... S 19.95 
Safariland/ Rogers Triple Comp. 
Magazine Pouch . . ..... .. $28.95 
Satori land/Rogers Triple Loader Pouch ... S 15.95 

Action Tune-Up Kits 
S & W K/L/ N Spring kits.. . .... ... $10.35 
Colt 1911 Spring kit ......... . ..... . $12.95 
S & W J Spring kit. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $7.70 
Beretta 92 Spring kit . . .. S 11.95 
SIG-SAUER P226 Sprina kit .. . ... ... . .. $7.70 

Timers & Chronographs 
Pear1 Systems Timer PST-l 0 . . ..... S 149.00 
Chrony Chronograph .... $79.95 

Sights 
Bo-Mar rear sight, (BMCS) .. ......... $49.95 
Wichita combat Sight . . . ... $51.75 
Pro-Point electronic Sight . S 169.95 
Aimpoint electronic Sight. . . . . . S 197.95 

Books 
"You Can't Miss" by John Shaw. $9.95 
"Shoot To Win" by John Shaw. . S 11.95 
"Combat 45 Auto" by Bill Wilson .. . . S 11 .95 
"Hallocks 45 Handbook" ............ S 11 .95 
"Combat Handgunnery" . ..... . . . ... . $10.95 

Accessories 
Chapman Screw Driver Kit. ... .. . .. ... S 19.95 
IPSC Target Posters . . ......... $3.50 
Lyman Brass Gunsmith Hammer .. .. ... . $9.95 
Lyman Compact Screw Driver Kit . $19.95 

---Glasses 
Oakley Blades . .. . . .. ... . ...... .. .. $49.95 
Oakley Blades Lens .... .. ........ . .. S 18.00 

SEND $2.00 FOR THE MOST COMPLETE 
PRACTICAL PISTOL CATALOG EVER. 

SHOOTERS DEPOT P.O. Box 3238 Hialeah, Fl 33013·0238 
© 198 7 SHOOTERS DEPOT 

Happily, Robinson had not programffied 
his mind to believe he would die if shot, nor 
was he conditioned to surrender and cringe 
and beg for mercy if he should take a bullet. 
He had thought about it, and the program hetl 
given himself was this: "If I am shot I will 
keep fighting; I will go down firing if I go 
down at all; and even if I think I am dying, I 
will take my murderer with me." There is no 
question in this reviewer's mind that it was 
this determined survival mind-set that 
allowed Robinson to return fire as he was 
falling, and kill his assailant before the cold­
blooded gunman could shoot again, as he 
almost certainly would have. 

If I am shot, I will keep 
fighting. I will go down 
firing if I go down at all. 
I will take my murderer 

with me. 
Why did Robinson go down at all? Profes­

sionals believe that much if not all of the 
"knockdown power" witnesses testify to in 
gunfights is a function of "body alarm reac­
tion ." When the body is suddenly and 
severely threatened, survival instinct tells it 
to throw itself out of harm's way. Gunfight 
participant and researcher Richard Davis of 
the Second Chance body armor firm, who 
has himself been wounded twice, likens the 
phenomenon to the man who touches a hot 
stove and is observed to be flung backward as 
if by an electrical bolt. The hot stove exerts 
no impact; rather, the body violently and 
convulsively throws itself away from the pain 
and the danger in a paroxysm of survival 
reflex. The same had been noted in gunfights, 
where people appeared to be blown off their 
feet by gunshots that never came close to 
them, prior to the Robinson incident. It will 
happen again. 

Mental preparedness is 
the single most decisive 
component of gunfight 

survival. 
What distinguishes the Robinson case is 

the defender's ability to hew to his own men­
tal program, to return fire and survive even if 
he believed he was hit. He is living proof that 
mental preparedness is probably the single 
most decisive component of gunfight 
survival. 

Robinson fired five shots, striking the sus­
pect twice. His remaining bullets self­
destructed harmlessly on the milkshake 
machine behind the suspect. A veteran match 
combat shooter, none of his shooting experi­
ence had prepared him to fire one-handed 
while falling backward. He feels that if he 
had been able to watch the sights he might 
have been able to fire more accurately even 
under the circumstances. 

Many writers have speculated that the 
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Glaser Safety Slug might be a poor choice for 
defense and have suggested that it has little or 
no track record. This is 180° from the truth. 
This writer is aware of several Glaser shoot­
ings in calibers from .380 to .45, and has 
found the bullet to do everything in living 
tissue that its makers advertise. 

The Robinson case was no exception. 
The Glaser is a light projectile loaded at 

high velocity. The slug consists of a copper 
jacket filled with tiny #12 shot. The bullet 
enters the body and, at a depth of LO to 1.5 
inches, breaks up and disperses its shot 
charge inside the organism in a widening 
swath at residual velocity. 

One of Robinson's .44 Special Glasers 
struck Stevenson in a finger, mangling it and 
leaving traces of birdshot behind. Given the 
location of the wound, no handgun bullet 
would have done any more. This was what 
medical examiners call an adynamic wowui, 
that is, a wound that does not contribute to 
cause of death or to cessation of violent 
action. 

The dynamic wound was the Safety Slug 
that struck Stevenson just over the left nipple, 
punching through the "Black P-Stone Nation" 
tattoo on his chest. One of the most feared 
organized street gangs in Chicago, Black 
P-Stone Nation was formerly known as the 

After punching through 
the chest waU, the Glaser 
Safety Slug had done its 
thing, shredding the left 
lung and tearing into the 

heart like a lead 
whirlwind. 

Blackstone Rangers and has since changed its 
name to El Rukn. The corpse also exhibited 
numerous needle tracks which confirmed 
Stevenson's history as a heroin addict. 

After punching through the chest wall, the 
Safety Slug had done its thing, shredding the 
left lung and tearing into the heart like a lead 
whirlwind , completely destroying the left 
ventricle. The massive and devastating 
destruction of the cardiac complex had 
resulted in instant loss of consciousness and 
collapse, followed in seconds by clinical 
death. He could not have been saved. It was a 
classic "one-shot stop," a result that tends to 
be the rule rather than the exception in this 
writer's experience with the Safety Slug when 
delivered to the chest. No part of the bullet 
exited the thoracic cavity. 

Robinson suffered no significant Post 
Shooting Trauma. I suspect this is largely 
because PST is less a function of having 
killed in self-defense, than a function of one's 
reaction to society's reaction to their having 
killed in self-defense. Stan Robinson was not 
abused by the sheriffs office, the state's 
attorney's office, or any part of the criminal 
justice system, or even the media. The less 
society makes you feel like a criminal for 
protecting yourself, the less you'll suffer post 
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• Revolver action jobs 
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• Metal checkering 
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• One piece compensator 

barrels. 
• Fine welding 

If you demand professional 
workmanship, send $3 for our 16-page 

color brochure and price list. Refundable. 

Jim Stroh 
ALPHA PRECISION, INC. Dept. 05 

Route 1. Box 35·1. Good Hope. Georgia 30641 (404) 267-6163. 

DEPENDABLE. 

Mud. Rain. Ice. Heat. The Glock 17 performs flawlessly in every 
environment. Not one misfire out of 15,000 continuously fired 
rounds. From the battlefield to the firing range, on ~ 
both sides ~f the Atlc;mtic, the Glock 17, 9mm pistol QC K 
has proven itself a winner. 

Now available-GLOCK 7 7L Competition Model 
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WILSON COMBAT 
Match Trigger . 15.00 
Ultrahte Match Tr~ger. Long . 17.95 
Commander Hammer (Narrowed) . . 19.00 

· Stainless Commander Hammer (Narrowed) . . 23.00 
Standard Colt Commander Hammer . 23 95 
Standard Colt Commander Hammer. SS . . 25.95 
7 Round 45 Auto Magazine with Pad . . 2 1.00 
?rd 45 Magazine with Extended Base Pad . 23.00 
8 Round 45 Auto Magazine with Pad . 25.00 
8rd 45 Magazine with Extended Base Pad 27.00 
10rd 38 Super Magazine . 27.95 
10rd 38 Super Magazine with Extended Pad .. 28.95 
LE-K 45 Auto Compensator Kit 245 00 
LE-K 38 Super Compensator Ki t w/Ramp Bbl . 265.00 
Accu-Comp LE-K 38spr w/ Ramp Bbl 265.00 
6 Shok Butts . 6.00 
Extended Thumb Safety (Blue/Sta inless) . 24 00 
Extended Shde Release (Blue/Stainless) . 26.00 
Recoil Spnngs 12 & 20 lb. for commander . 4.00 
Recoil Spnngs 9. 10. 12. 15. 17, 18Y2 lb for Govt.. 4.00 
Group Gnpper Govt/Commander 22.00/27.00 
Barrel Bushings (Blue/Stainless) 13.00 
Extended E1ector 45 or 38 Super . 19.00 
Recoil Guide Rod Kit W/Spnngs & Shok Butts . . 33.00 
Beaverta1I Gnp Safety (Blue/Sta inless) 19.00 
The Combat 45 Auto Bock by Bill Wilson . 12.00 
Checkered F rant Strap (Blue/S1a1nfess) 15.00 
Barrel Link Kit Inc ludes 5 Links 2 1.00 
Slide Thumb Guard . 14.00 
1 Piece Guide ROO Govt or Comm 24.00 
2 Piece Guide Rod 5" or 6" 34.00 
Extended Maga zine Release . 2 1.00 
Checkered Mainspring Housing Fla I/Arched . 35.00 
Mag Well (Blue/Stainless) .. 30.00 
3-Dot Sights . 34.00 
Deluxe High V1sab1hty Combat Sights 35.00 
High V1sab1hty Combat Sights . 27 00 

~~I~;~ i~;~~nB~r~~Dle 16:8g 
Ambidex trous Safety, Blue or SS 48.50 
Full Length Guide ROO with 

Group Gripper, Govt. or Comm 
S&W L Frame Underlug 6" Blue or SS 
PPC Bull Bbl Underlug 
Extractor 45acp 70 or 80 Series 
Extrac tor 38spr 70 or 80 Series 
Bo- Mar Rear Sight 
Slide Release Blue/Stainless 

.. 36.95 
.45.00 
3200 

. 14.95 
14.95 
52.00 
19.9S 

METALFORM MAGAZINES 
High Quality Match Grade Magazines by Metalforn 1 

Blue Steel w/Flat Follower: 
9mm . 11 .00 38 Super . 
Stainless Steel w/ Flat Follower 
9mm 15.50 38 Super 
45acp Rounded Follower Blue 

Stainless . 
Shaw Mag Pad installed w/screws 

. 10.50 

17.00 
10.00 
16.00 
3.00 

WINCHESTER 
38 SUPER BRASS 

Nickle Plated. Primed 
Un-Plated. Pnmed 

1,000 
.. 75.00 
. 72.00 

319-277-3171 
P.O. Box 402 
Cedar Falls. la 

Inc. 50613 

SHAW·VIDEKI - SPEEDLOADERS 
"You Can't Miss" by John Shaw 
"Shoot to Win" by John Shaw . 
V1dek1 Extended E1ecfor 
Long Match Trigger 
Long Match w/3 holes (speed tngger) 
GokJ Cup Trigger w 13 holes 
Rubber Mag Base Pads . 

1000 
. 12.00 

14.50 
12.00 

. 13 00 

6 Shaw Base Pads w/self tapping screws 
Shaw speed E load Mag Well (Blue Stainless) 

14.00 
1.50 
9.00 

26.00 
.69.95 

7.00 
Shaw Pro Shooters Bag 
Rogers E·Z Mag Well 
Rogers Combat 12 ga Shell Holder 
Ultra V•b 18 Brass Pohsher 
HKS Speed Loaders (all s,zes) . 
Salanl2nd Comp fl Speed Loaders S&W K& L 

8.00 
11 5.00 

6.75 
6.7 5 

ROGERS SAFARILAND 
Combat Assault 5" or 6" Auto 
Steer Challenge 4·· rev or 5" auto . 
Steel Challenge 6" rev or comp auto 

8~~:,ri:~~i~1~~~d1~1~&9~ l~;L~~k le 
Double Mag Pouch 
Triple Mag Pouch 
Idaho Reloader (angle ad1ustable) 
Triple Speed Loader Pouch . . 
Single Speed Loader Pouch (metal) . 
Single Magazine Holder (metal) 

- -Brown - .. 68.00 74.00 
. 62.00 68.00 
67 .00 7300 

. 68.00 73.00 

. 37.00 37.00 
2 1.00 25.00 

. 3 1.00 36.00 
16.00 16.00 
15.50 1550 

4.75 
4.7 5 

BLACK BASKET 
Now 1n Stock - Call tor Pncesi 

ERNIE HILL SPEED LEATHER 
Colt Govt & Comp models. Holsters are made 1n w· 
increments for perlect gun ht. 5". SW', 6". 6112''. 7" 
AU items 1n stock. Plain Black available by Special order. Call 
for help when ordering 11 needed. We're always glad lo 
help. 

666F Leatham/ Enos Senes 
New 2-prece Fender Model . . . . . . . 
666F Now available for S&W 645 & 745 . 
Stock Revolver 4" & 6" for S& W 

K-L-N Frame 
PPC 6" S&W K-L-N Frame 
Open Front for Ribs & Scopes . . . 
Double Mag Pouch-Available Straight Up. 

Angle Back or Angle Forward 
Fender Single Mag Pouch . 
Fender Double Mag Pouch 
Fender Triple Mag Pouch . 
Compet1t1on Belt (spring steel hned) 

Amin Brown 
Brown Basket 

84.00 94.00 
. 84.00 94.00 

. 85.00 95.00 

. 85.00 95.00 

. 28.00 34.00 

. 24.00 30.00 

. 38.00 42.00 

. 42.00 48.00 

. 42.00 52.00 

OFFICIAL IPSC TARGETS 
the only authorized target 

""a'c'"('(l,e<s for th• next five yurs 
l'as 100 - 42¢ each 

~3,ge' 500 - 38¢ each 
1.000 - 36¢ each 

1,000 per Box 3.00 

----EASY TO ORDER----
Ma1l 1n your order along with c ertrt1ed. allow 3 weeks for Personal checks to c lear. Describe your order as clearly as possible and 
inc lude your phone number OR 

Call 1n your order anytime. We accept VISA. MasterCard and UPS COD (Sorry. no COD's on Bullets) Feel free to call 1! you have 
questions atx>ut any items listed or for help wi th ordering 

WE PAY THE FREIGHT TO YOU 
Dealers send FFL for Dealer Price List. 

traumatic stress symptoms. 
Still, less than satisfied with his perfor­

mance, Robinson embarked on a training 
program soon after the shooting, and was 
soon attending courses from John Farnam, 
Chapman Academy, and Lethal Force 
Institute. Troubled by the strange phe­
nomenon of the phantom gunshot wound, he 
was reassured to learn that it was not a unique 
occurrence. He continued to shoot in com­
petition , and in fact fired a combat match the 
day after the shooting. (Advisors have mixed 
feelings about this . Some believe that it's 
healthy, a case of "getting back on the horse 
that threw you," and it certainly was healthy 
and therapeutic for Stan_ On the other hand, 
in another Illinois case an officer who entered 
a pistol tournament the day after a justified 
fatal shooting found it thrown in his face by 
critics as evidence of a "Dirty Harry 
Complex.") 

Tactically, could it have been handled bet­
ter? Only with the 20/20 hindsight of those 
who weren't there facing the danger. Cer­
tainly, Robinson could have ensconced him­
self on the safe side of the swinging doors 
behind cover, and waited for the robber to 
follow the manager into an easy fire lane. But 
to do so would have been to leave customers 

This the land of Morton 
Grove! Citizens here can't 

get to carry concealed 
weapons! 

and employees outside at the mercy of a 
gunman who, within seconds, would prove 
himself to be homicidal . Robinson's action in 
emerging to engage the would-be killer may 
well have saved the lives of multiple workers 
and patrons. 

Illinois readers are by now doubtlessly 
saying, "Wait a minute! This is the land of 
Morton Grove! Citizens here can't even get 
permits to carry concealed weapons! And 
you say this guy skated on this shooting?" 

The fact is that while Stanton Robinson 
was acting as a civilian on the night of the 
shooting, in a part time security job for Bur­
ger King, his full time job was as a deputy of 
the Cook County Sheriffs Office with seven 
years standing. (His duty gun , as a point of 
interest, is a Smith & Wesson Model 27 with 
5" barrel loaded with 125 grain .357 Mag­
num hollowpoint ammo.) Cook County 
officers, like all fully sworn police personnel 
in Illinois, are legal to carry concealed weap­
ons 24 hours a day. 

At the same time, he was not a law 
enforcement officer in the performance of his 
duties when he fired ; he was an employee of 
Burger King defending himself and others 
with a concealed handgun that happened to 
be legal. The fact is that an off-duty police 
shooting, in virtually all of its dynamics, 
relates exactly to an armed citizen shooting; 
situationally, the off-duty cop is just another 
Joe who happens to have a badge where his 
gun permit should be. Only his greater 
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exposure to professional training and to street 
experience give him any advantage over the 
ordinary armed citizen. · 

It is significant that in one recent year, 
Chicago recorded 15 justifiable homicides of 
criminals by police, and 48 by private cit­
izens: a more than 3 to l ratio. This, in a city 
where no provision exists under state law to 
issue concealed carry permits to citizens. 
One wonders what would happen if a permit 
law like the one recently passed in Florida 
were to make it through the Illino is 
legislature. 

Gun control is really 
'Negro control' since 

blacks in the inner city 
are the first to be shorn of 
their right to self-defense. 

Morton Grove, a suburb of Chicago, has 
become infamous for its treatment of hand­
gun-armed citizens. Another suburb, Skokie, 
has been wracked by American Nazi demon­
strations that express genocidal intent against 
Jews and blacks. From CORE director Roy 
Innes to liberal pro-gun spokesman Don 
Kates, realists observe that gun control is 
often really "Negro control," since socio-eco­
nomically deprived blacks in the inner city 
are among the first to be shorn of their right to 
self-defense under stringent anti-gun laws. It 
is significant that this gun battle, taking place 
in a crime-ridden inner city neighborhood, 
had an all-black cast. Both perpetrators, 
manager Johnson, and almost all the innocent 
victims present including Stanton Robinson, 
were black. 

Much of the violent crime in high-risk 
ghetto areas Like this one of Chicago's Area 3 
is committed by blacks, against blacks. The 
presence of a legal weapon in this case 
allowed many good black people to survive 
the savage onslaught of two vicious crimi­
nals. It is in neighborhoods Like Englewood , 
Stanton Robinson's experience shows, where 
the right of decent people to keep and bear 
arms is perhaps more needed than ~ 
anywhere else in America. ~ 

Where's the trigger? 
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NU-LINE GUNS, INC. 
Dept . AH 

1053 CAULKS HILL ROAD 
HARVESTER, MISSOURI 63303 

(314) 447-4501 /441 -4500 

Basic to 
Full House 

Conversions 
Caliber Conversions, Action Tuning, 

Smythons Built, Sq Butt to Rd Butt 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING SHOOTERS and THANK YOU for 
your continued input and use of Nu-Line built guns: 

Rob Leatham - Masters lntn'I - 1st Pro Shotgun 
- Soldier of Fortune - 1st Shotgun 

Mike Plaxco 

Brian Enos 

Glenda Robison 
Ted Deacon 

- Steel Challenge 
- Second Chance 
- Soldier of Fortune 

- Masters lntn'I 
- Bianchi lntn'I 
- MO Action Cham. 

- 1st Overall 
- 1st Shotgun 
- 1st B.C.B.C. 
- 2nd Overall 
- 6th Shotgun 
- 1st Woman Shotgun 
- High Auto 
- 85-86-87 Champ 

ASK Mike Dalton - Mickey Fowler - Cary Robison - Jerry Barnhart 

WHO'S GOING TO BUILD YOUR NEXT GUN? 

COMPACT. 

I \ 
\.._ ) '\... ___ J 

The new GLOCK 19. It's 6.77 inches long. 4.64 inches high. And 
built with the same polymer technology as the world ~ 
famous GLOCK 17. With its sixteen round capacity 
and easy handling, it's everything you could ask for in QC K 
a compact 9mm semi-automatic pistol. 

GLOCK,, INC. • P.O. Box 369 • Smyrna, GA 30081 • (404) 432-1202 
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DRESSED FOR 
PEACE ... 

ARMED FOR 
TROUBLE! 

THE ULTIMATE 3-PIECE CONCEALMENT 
RIG:IWB HOLSTER, MAG-CASE and l '/•" BELT 
Available for: Colt 45, Commander , Officers 
M odel , Hi-Power, S&W 39 ,59,469,645,Walther 
PS, PP, PPK, BRNO CZ-75 and Copies, Tanarmi 
TA-90, H&K P7 , P7M8, P7Ml 3, P9S, SIG-Sauer 
220, 225, 226 , Beretta 92SB, 92SB-F and Com­
pacts, Bren Ten Glock 17. 
Prices: Tan $68.00, Black $77.00 
Please add 10% for Airmail and Handling 
When ordering, state make and model of 
weapon, calibre, waist size for belt. 
Send $2.00 for full colour catalog. 

Send Check, M.O. to· 

Andy Arratoonian 
HORSESHOE LEATHER PRODUCTS 

The Cottage, Sharow, 
RIPON HG4 SBP, England 

Pachnaayr .45 
Accessories 

Pachrnayr Gunworks has just released 
three of their proprietary accessories from 
the famed Pachmayr Combat Special . The 
accessories had previously been available 
onl y on custom-made .45 autos fro m 
Pachmayr. 

Now the handgunner interested in having 
these special Pachrnayr products can have 
the m insta ll ed by hi s ow n cho ice of 
pistolsmith . 

The Pachrnayr Wide Link is an unconven­
tional barrel link for the 1911-Al pistol that 
was originally designed for the patented 
Pachmayr Signature Edition custom .45. 
This part is a great aid in durabiljty and 
accuracy in the combat pistol. The Wide 
Link gives the barrel significantly greater 
stability in riding on the slide stop pin . 

Pachmayr is also releasing a National 
Match barrel link of standard dimensions 
(not the "wide" style). This link, when 
custom fitted , provides greater precision in 
fi tting the link to the barrel. 

The third Pachrnayr product now available 
to handgunners is the steel Pachmayr beaver­
tail grip safety for the 1911-Al pistol. 

All three parts require gunsmith fitting. 
For more information, call Pachmayr toU­

free at 1-800-423-9704 (within California, 
call 818-357-7771). 

PROOF IS IN THE 
PERFORMANCE 

Cor-Bon 
Dangerous Game Ammunition 

for Handgun Hunters 

.44 caliber 305 gr FMJ 
.454 caliber 320 gr FMJ 

MANY SATISFIED CUSTOMERS 
CHOOSE 

0~@§00@@ 
• Bonded Core Rifle Bullets 

Priced Below the Competition 
• Premium Handgun Hunting 

Bullets 
• Heavy FMJ Bullets in 

.44 & .454 

Call or Write Peter Pi at 
COR-BON CUSTOM BULLET CO. 

PO. Box 10126 • Detroit , Ml 48210 
(313) 894-2373 

ASSAULT SYSTEMS SHOOTING JACKET 
Insulated With 3-M Thinsulate. Superbly designed and made in the U.S. , it' ll 
keep you warm, dry, and ready for action. The outer shell is a special weave of 
supplex nylon that's extremely rugged, and wind resistant. Ballistic nylon shooting 
patches beautifully accent the coat . Between the shell and the nylon taffeta lin­
ing, a layer of 3-M"' Thinsulate"' keeps cold air out , warm air in . Further protec­
tion by a stand up collar with built in hood , waist and bottom draw-cord , Velcro 
cuffs , and a full length 2-way zipper with storm flap. On the outside are two 
Velcro sealed cargo pockets covering side-entry handwarmers, a flap chest 
pocket , and a vertical-zip gun pocket to stow a small handgun . 

Any active shooter or outdoorsman will fully appreciate the features combined 
in this unique shooting jacket . SPECIAL 

~~~;~1=~~~;::1ac;136_38l M(39_41 l INTRODUCTORY PRICE 
L(42-44) XL(45-47) $190.00 

GUARANTEE 
Assault Systems Shooting Jacket carries a lifetime guarantee against factory 
defects in material or workmanship. Both parts and labor are included. 

THE COMPLETE SYSTEM 
Only ASSAULT SYSTEMS offers a complete line weapons cases, 
holsters, gear bags, Luggage, and accessories in nylon. Send $2.00 for 
28-page color catalog. 

Adjustable 
drawcord 

Velcros1orm 
tUl15 

TOLL FREE ORDER LINE 
1-800-325-3049 

Missouri 314-343-3575 
TWX 9107601429 

Include $6.00 shipping and handling. 
(Canada, Hawaii , and foreign $10.00) 
MasterCard, VISA, American Express, 
Diners Club, Money Order, Check or 
C.O.D. Merchandise held for 

lilied. Dealers and Law En-

ASSAUU .. 't" I~ 
SY STE ms ~ 

COMSEC INTERNATIONAL INC. 
ASSAULT SYSTEMS DIVISION 
1075 Headquarters Park 
Fenton, Missouri USA 63026 

Cargo pocke!I 
0Yers1de-entry 
handwarmert 

Full-lengthslorm 
ltapoveraheavy-duty 

2-wayli!)l)ef 

""""00 ,, ,,., .. "" 00'-/~- I forcement inquire on Dept. 
letterhead or F.F.L. U · •a=• 
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PRODUCT SAFETY WARNING TO ALL OWNERS OF 

COLT® 380 
SEMI-AUTOS 

We are incorporating a safety improvement on all Colt 380 
semi-automatic pistols that we are now manufacturing. We 
are offering this same opportunity to all owners of Colt 380 
semi-automatic pistols free of charge. 

It has come to our attention that the Sear Spring may be 
bent in some Colt 380 autos . Where thi s occurs there is a 
poss ibility that the Sear Spring will become unseated from 
the base of the receiver which could result in acc idental 
di scharge. 

To hold the Sear Spring in place , Colt will send you a 380 
auto improvement kit which includes a Spring Clip and 
instructions for attaching the Clip to the Sear Spring . Once 
the Spring Clip is installed the Sear Spring cannot come 
loose. Th is is a simple but effecti ve safe ty modification . 

COLT 380 

special toll f ree number below, 
available Monday through Friday 
between 8 a.m . and 5 p.m. Eastern 
time. Colt will send you a Spring Clip 
and complete instructions for quick , easy installation. There 
is no charge for this service. In the meantime we urge that 
you do not use your Colt 380 auto until you make thi s 
change. 

Colt endeavors to manu fac ture firearms of the highest 
quality. We also continue to serve our motto , A tradition of 
safety. 

This important message applies to all Colt 380 autos in 
the current series first introduced in 1982 . If a Spring Clip 
has already been installed, it will appear in the magazine 
well as a yellow piece of metal attached to the Sear Spring. 

To obtain the Spring Clip we ask that all owners of Colt 
380 semi-automatic pistols contact us now by calling our 

CALL TOLL FREE f'i:i., 
1-800-533-0380 '2!:,....T@ Hartford, CT 06101 

BURRIS MAKES MORE HANDGUN SCOPES 
THAN ANYONE IN THE WORLD. 

From big game hunting to nerve-racking competi­
tion, if you're looking for a handgun scope you can 
count on, don't waste time . look at the Burris 
line of precision optics first. 

More than half of the scopes used in the 1986 
and 1987 Bianchi Cup and the 1987 
Masters competition were Burris 
handgun scopes. 

Burris optics deliver a bright, 
crisp sight pictu re and can 
withstand even the heaviest 
magnum recoil time and time 
again. 

4 x PA. 4x 
5x PA. 5x Silver Safari PA. 

From 1X to 10X and from 1 1/2X-4X to 2 1/2X-7X 
Burris is the only name you have to remember when 
you think of quality handgun or rifle scopes. 

Burris has no comparison. All Burris scopes are 
1000/o made in the U.SA and are backed by our 

7x 
PA. 4x 2x 

lifetime warranty. 
For a complete catalog , and a 

Burris shoulder patch send $1.00 
to : 
Burris Company ( ~::J 
PO. Box 1747 '"'"lf:;;F' 
Dept.AF 
Greeley, CO 80632 

7x 

1112 x - 4x 1V2 x-4 x 2 V2 x-7x PA. 2 V2 x-7x Ix 
NEW 

7x 
Silver Safari 

NEW 

2x 3 x 2x PA. 2 Vz x - 7x 
Silver Safari 

NEW 

3x PA. 
Silver Safari NEW NEW 

Copyright 1988. Burris Company, Inc. 
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OFFICIALLY APPROVED FOR l.H.M.S.A. COMPETITION. 

CHIMERE™ ..--
Model 454 

If you shoot handgun for silhouette, hunting or just 
for fun, this Cabretta leather glove was made especially for you! 

There's " just enough" padding for comfort. The glove's sc ientif ic 
des ign provides real protection against di rec t and trans ferred 

recoil , dramatically reducing the risk of ulnar or planar nerve stress. 

Try them once and bring up your scores or bri ng down game like 
never before! You r satisfaction is uncondit ionally guaranteed. 

GUARANTEE: If you are not fu lly sati sfied with the Model 454 Shooter's Glove, simply re turn wi th in 10 days for a 
complete refund. MasterCharge-Visa accepted (813) 643-4222 
Avail. in Rt. Hand, Lf t. Hand or Pair. Please speci fy Hand and Hand Size (SM, MD, LG, XL or XX). Include check or 
money order for $12 (1 Glove) or $22 (Pair) plus $1 .00 postage and handling, payable to: 

CHJMERE JNC 4406 Exchange Ave ., Met roPar k #119 Naples, FL 33942 
' • (Dealer/ Rep Inquiries Invi ted) 

1PLAXCO 
CUSTOM PISTOLS 

Highen qualify workman$hip by a champion competitor: 
• IPSC National Champion 
• World Speed Shooting Champion 
• SOF 3-gun Champion 
· Second chance Grand Champion ~ KITS ,. 6 .. \\SELf Kl f oo-rr. you tell bus\\ing 

The only pis tolsmith to ever win these champions hips 

For more information and gun s pecifications: 
J. Michael Plaxco, Rt. 1 Box 203 
Roland, Arkansas 72135 
501·868·9787 

mate\\ barrel, ma Requires 
1 xco comP· 

and r a \\<lndlitting. 

DIM NSIONS 47" Wide by 50" Tall 
Sh1pp1ng and storage size is 47 " x 4" .. 10" 
The legs !Old up and lay na1 10 make the unn very 
compac! when stored or being carried 
Target weight +s 70 lbs 
TARGET PLATES 4 " )( 1 4 " T-1 Steel 

The energy range that can be used on this target is 
from 270 ft lbs to 600 It lbs • 38 special & 

If-:~-~--'· 01hers 9M~~?~sc:~~,5 4;,:~c·;~IPPinQ 
Mo tsey's Ente rpris e s 

~ De p a rtme n t A I SA 
1 

~ 14960 Mo rro Rd . VI 
- At ascadero. C A 93422 -

1-805-466-645 7 
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4x.44 
Co11ti11 11erl f rom pogr 62 

crew, and bes ides, an overabundant ha re 
population was doi ng a number on his 
gardens. WhjJe night shooting with spot­
lights from vehicles is prohibited by South 
African law for sport hunting, it is pe rmit­
ted for pest co ntrol. 

My best shot that night was a bunny that 
was running south about 45 yards fro m me 
while we were dri ving no rth . A single 
round of the excellent Black Hill s 240 gra in 
JHP ammo from my 4 11 629 neatly bisected 
him in mid bunny-hop. The observers were 
shocked , say ing things like ' '.A. shot li ke th at 
can't be made with a four-inch revolver and 
regular sights!" I'm not sure they believed 
me when I told them that the fou r-inch 
barrel made it easier, and that I probab ly 
couldn't have done it with the 83/s" version 
I'd left at home. 

A single round o/240 
grain JHP neatly bisected 
him in mid-bunny-hop. A 

shot like that can't be 
made with a four-inch 

revolver! 

I have three of the guns I call "four by 
fo rty-fo urs." The first was a stock , blue 

M ode l 29 , no w hi g hl y c usto mi zed . 
Gunsmith Russ Jefferson fitt ed a cylinder 
assembly that would take the .44 JAG, the 
"Jefferson/ Ayoob/Grimmett" wildcat that 
approaches .44 AutoMag ballistics whil e 
allowing full moon clip re loading fo r speed 
combat revolver matches . Russ al so glass 
bead-bl asted the fini sh smooth and non­
re fl ecti ve, and fitt ed a high, undercut 
Patridge front sight . 

S&W-tra ined a rmo re r Ri c k D evo id 
sli cked up the gun with an ultra-sho r"t 
action and converted it to double action 
onl y. A regul a r .44 Mag num cy linde r 
assembly is on standby fo r interchange. 
This is the gun I use in the o nly competi­
tions I enter where a .44 Magnum gives an 
advantage. 

Andy Cannon built a fine, late-model 
629 fo r me with his super deluxe action 
hone. The front sight has been built up, all 
the sharp edges have been taken off, and 
the butt has been alte red to the configura­
tion of a Smith K-frame round butt. At the 
moment it wea rs the stri king ly handsome 
"camo lamo" grips by Guy Hogue. Because 
of the grip-shape rework , it's the easiest of 
my 4 x .44's to carry concealed , and it also 
has the best action. 

My workhorse is anothe r 4 11 629, fac­
tory-stock except fo r· the Pachmayr grips. 
The DA pull is not nearl y as nice as the 
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Devoid gun or the Cannon , and the Cannon 
has a whisper better SA pull as well. But 
this heavy-duty revolver is one of those " I 
of 1,000" guns, the specimen that leaves 
the factory set-up just perfect. This is the 
one I shot the "impossible" group with at a 
hundred yards. Early production in the 629 
se ries, probably '79 or '80, it has the nice 
old-style pinned barrel and recessed cham­
bers. This battle-scarred revolver "takes a 
lickin' and keeps on tickin'." While three of 
my other S& W .44 Magnums in the pres­
ent battery have had to be re-timed after 
any serious degree of constant shooting 
with heavy loads, this one has not yet gone 
out of alignment. I turned down an offer of 
four times its US retail value for it in South 
Africa. This one is a keeper. 

As a rule, though , the Smith .44 Mag­
nums don't stand up as well as that to con­
stant heavy-load pounding. I have the good 
fortune to have an S& W armorer on staff at 
the training school I run , Lethal Force 
Institute. If I had to live someplace where 
top-rate gunsmithing services weren't 
avai lable and the .44 Magnum was being 
fired constantly, I'd go to a Ruger or a Dan 
Wesson. Unfortunately, both the Redhawk 
and the DW .44 are markedly bigger than 
the N-frame Smith , and cross over the 
ragged edge of portability into the "uncon­
cealable cannon" class of handgun. Hence, 
my reluctant adoption of the 4" N-frame 
S&W. 

Will the new S&W .44 with L-frame­
configuration barrel and unfluted cylinder 
be tougher? Frankly, I doubt it. Where the 
Smith weakens under the jackhammer 
recoil is neither the cylinder nor the barrel ; 
rather, the frame starts to stretch and the 
hand/pawl/ratchet contacts get battered 
out of alignment , and the bolt starts miss­
ing the bolt cuts. The heavier, unfiuted cyl­
inder of the new gun, in my opinion, will 
accelerate that type of wear rather than 
reduce it. 

Will the new S&W .44 
with L-frame 

con.figuration and 
unfluted cylinder be 
tougher? Frankly, 

I doubt it. 

As the owner of five S&W .44 Mags at 
the moment , four on steady diets of heavy 
Mag ammo, I find it's like being the driver 
of a '52 MG/TD sports car: it' a great 
machine to operate, but it's a good idea to 
have a mechanic in the front seat with you 
to keep it up and running, and it's wise to 
plan on frequent downtime. Now you know 
why I have three of these 4" N-frame guns 
when I shou ld only need one! Two are in 
the shop for rebuild from "road wear," even 
as I write this . 
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Smm-Hot "New" Caliber From Beeman! ·~· 
5mm-High Velocity, Flat Shooting with a Heavy, Hard Hitting Pellet! 

Are you missing out on the Smm Bandwagon? If you are, now's the time to 
Get Aboard. Beeman offers shooters the first full range of Smm ad ult airgun 
products: ai r pistols and rifles, pellets, clean ing supplies and accessories. Al l 
shooters need Beeman's fine quality Smm products: new airgunners need the 
best single ca liber available; established airgunners need to add the "new" 
caliber to their airgun collection; and Sheridan owners need to upgrade with 
Beeman 's Smm products. 

Some of Beeman's Quality Smm Pellets: 

Beeman 
Silver Jet 

At your local 
dealer or direct. 

Beeman 
Ram Jet 

Beeman 
Kodiak 

Beeman Beeman Beeman 
Silver Ace Silver Sting Silver Bear 

Beeman 
Laser 

Send for Beeman Adult Airgun Guide/ Firearm Catalog, reg . $2, FREE 
wi th mention of code HGS. Include $1 for Used Gun List. Allow 4-6 weeks 
for deli very. For fast . 1st c lass mail add $2; $3 for overseas del ivery. 

(Other Calibers Available) 

Make perfect Ammo like the factory does 
If your dealer does not stock C·H, send $2 for a catalog. We' ll give you $3 back 

on first direct order over $25. Phone 715/229·2146, use MasterCard or Visa. 

C-H TOOL AND DIE CORPORATION 
Dept. AH Owen, Wisconsin 54460 

BAER 
CUSTOM GUNS 

DESIGNER COMP II SYSTEM 
PATENT PENDIN G 

KART N.M. BARR EL - TAPERED CONE SYSTEM 
FULL LENGTH GUIDE SYSTEM - PERMANENTLY FI XED 

WITH OUR UNIQUE SI LVER BRAZING TECHNIQUE 

GUARANTEED 2 1/i " - 10 SHOT GROUPS AT 50 YDS . 
ALL l.P.S.C. MODIFICATIONS AVAILABLE 

SEND A 
BUCK FOR 
CATALOG 

PISTOLSMITH PROFILE JULY-AUGUST 1985 

P.P.C. AND BIANCHI REVOLVERS 
X-RING ACCURACY - DOUGLAS BARRELS 
BAER CUSTOM REVOLVER PORT SYSTEM 
FULL LENGTH RIBS -;-- SMOOTH DOUBLE ACTION 

CUSTOM X-P 100's - LONG RANGE CALIBERS 

1725 MINESITE ROAD ALLENTOWN . PA 18103 "PHONE 215-398-2362 
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World Record Setting Accuracy. 
Street-Proven Reliability ... 

• Home of the Cannon/ Ayoob Street-L 
•Original Designer of the Integral Barrel Compensator 

for Heavy Recoiling Revolvers 
•Bianchi Cup & PPC Revolvers 
• l.P.S.C. & Bowling Pin Comped Revolvers 
• Street & Competition Autos 
•Cannon Under Rib for L-Frames 
• Cooper Scout Rifles & Custom Shotguns 

' Please call or write for FREE 14-page Brochure: 

CANNON'S GUNS 
Custom Revolvers • Custom Pistols t 

\. ____ __,./ Box 357 • Victor, Montana 59875 • (406) 642-3937 

___ ,...., 
(102· 30'1) 
(j] (ID [][) ~ [ID 
[![) [Z] [fil [ID [QJ 

·~-~-

IMPROVE SCORES! 
0..1•,..." lor • /I "Timed Flu " c:ompellllon .. : ~i~=, ~ SPECIAL 

• .......... $14.95 
• Bencti•-+mo,.I 

L.,99 L CD O lop l1 y ono .,... llm• r1 m 1 ln1n9 
111 gl•n ce. AudlOl1 too• K1unOtwh1n Um1 

II u p . £ 1•)1 to o i>er•I• U'ld f ully9u•11 n 1 .. a . 
8111.,.., lnc luoea. Ac1u11 Sin : 2 I n" • 
2 1 n "'; T11n4 fl h fl'O h am I M (. to ft m in ft 
H J;. PlNll 10 011 .00 1l'l lPoln1. F L . ... •00 
I . J ~ wlM t•• . SASE lo r lrM lnlo. En9 lnMr­
ln9 Re ... <c n A uoc:l1t1•. P .O . Ito• J ~ 6J , 
0.pt. A "1 \ , HOljywooo, F L llll l.J $6J . 

NEW PRODUCTS REPORT 

RUBOFF­
SHINEON 
With Turbo n • Lead Free 

Polishing Cloth 
Cleans and burnishes all types of metal. Even 
removes lead fo uling. Removes tarni sh and ru st easi­
ly. Follow with a clean cloth and metal looks like 
new. Big 100 sq. inch reusable cloth comes in plastic 
storage container. Price: $3.95 

Also available cut into I" diameter patches for easy 
gun cleaning. 25 patches in a handy key chain storage 
box. Price: $ I . 95 

SPECIAL HALF PRICE TRIAL OFFER for 1987 
Send $2. 00 to Lyman and receive postpaid the Large Polishing Cloth or send $ 1.00 
and rece ive the Lyman Patches. Limited to one unit each per customer. If you arc 
not sa ti sfi ed, return product to Lyman for 
full refund . 

Send for your free catalog today. J5 Lyman· RT. 147 Dept. '328 
Middlefield , CT 06455 

The "four by forty-four" fills a unique 
bill. Handy enough to carry concealed 
under loose clothes, powerful enough to 
kill the most brutally dangerous animal 
that's likely to mess with you , fast-shootin' 
enough to handle multiple opponent self­
defense problems, and chambered for a 
versatile cartridge that can go all the way 
from snakeshot through light .44 Special 
loads to ammo designed to stop anything 
from a PCP freak to a charging lion in its 
tracks. No other caliber gives you the ver­
satility; a single action doesn't give you the 
firepower ; a bigger double action doesn't 
conceal; and a longer revolver isn't com­
fortable enough to be constantly present. 

For shooting or hunting, the four-inch 
Smith & Wesson .44 Magnum would be far 
down on my list of choices, as it would be 
for pure defensive shooting. But when the 
three requirements mix, the thinking man 
realizes that versatility and compromise 
are two sides of the same coin. When port­
ability and controllability must blend with a 
need for maximum raw power in a sidearm, 
a Model 29 or 629 with four-inch barrel , 
properly loaded and kept in peak operating 
condition , may well be the com- ...._, 
promise you are looking for. ~ 

DRY FIRE SAFELY 
Co11ti11ued from page 34 

see fit: but above all , be consistent. Don't do a 
marathon, once-a-month dry-firing bout and 
expect it to suffice for the time of neglect in 
between. Shooting a handgun is decidedly 
not like riding a bicycle, and you have to stay 
with it to get good and remain good. 

Objections have been voiced, and with 
some good cause, that dry-firing practice 
subjects a weapon to extra wear, and there­
fore should be kept to a minimum. To this 
objection I reply: a modern handgun made by 
a reputable firm is designed to be a durable 
shooting tool. Reasonable practice, live and 
"dry," won't cause it to wear out prematurely. 
Guns need normal maintenance anyhow: and 
if youtl hesitate to ride on bald tires in the 
winter, you should grin and bear the small 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER •MAY/JUNE 1988 



burden of necessary upkeep on your 
handgun. 

In reality, regular handling of your pistol 
or revolver will tell you what state of repair 
it's in- and this can be vital. A street cop once 
loaned me his off-duty piece, a snubnose .38 
to which a hammer-shroud had been fitted , 
sometime in the dim past. When I got home 
with the gun , I unloaded it for inspection 

Guns need normal 
maintenance and if you'd 
hesitate to ride on bald 
tires in the winter, you 

should grin and bear the 
necessary upkeep on 

your handgun. 

before sallying forth to use it at a PPC range. 
With the gun empty, I double-actioned it ­
and found, to my chagrin, that the hammer 
came to approximately full-cock, but would 
not descend! Needless to say, the shroud's 
"fit" had to be adjusted before this gun could 
be used for anything, let alone the possible 
salvation of a cop's or a citizen's life. 

If you're really serious about handgunning, 
you can also use dry-firing time to check out 
your other gear - speedloaders, holsters and 
their safety-snaps-the whole nine yards. 

I assume that most people who read this 
have learned a basic discipline with their 
gun(s) and know how to dry-fire. They will 
be able to keep track of their breath, their 
squeeze, their sight-picture, and eventually 
coordinate these with the happy result of 
more hits on-target when it comes to putting 
live ammo back in the gun, and stepping up to 
the firing line. 

If you go about it right, this will take from 
months to years- it will be a continuing, 
upgrading discipline as you go through life 
and develop as a shooter. 

And, sooner or laJer, you are going to 
have an accidental. discharge (AD). 

Let me repeat that: if you stay with shoot­
ing and gun-handling long enough, whether 
as pistolero, pistolsrnith or policeman, you 
are going to fire a round-maybe more than 
one-accidentally. Something is going to 
happen: you're going to mix dummy ammo 
up with live fodder; a family emergency is 
going to distract you ; or any number of other 
factors will conspire to cause it. But someday, 
a handgun in your hand is going to go BANG 
instead of CLICK. 

The trick is not to destroy anything very 
valuable-especially human life - when this 
happens. My second (and hopefully last) AD 
occurred after a dry-firing session, when I 
had loaded the .45 auto and put it back in my 
desk drawer. I watched a little TV, took a 
phone call. Then I absently picked up the gun 
from the still-open drawer, cocked the ham­
mer back, and slowly, deliberately, took aim 
at the charming scene on the label of a bottle 
of champagne that had been made into a 
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CALL TOLL FREE 

1-800-GET GRIP IN CALIFORN IA 
CALL 805 I 466·6266 

For FREE brochure, information and the location of your 
nearest Hogue dealer. Models to fit all popular revolvers 
and automatics starting at $1 2.95. 

HOGUE GRIPS ORIGINATORAND MAKER 
OF THE MONOGRIP " 

HOGUE HAS THEM ALL . .. 

FANCY HARDWOODS •ORIGINAL NYLON 
NOW IN SOFT RUBBER 

If unavailable at a dealer close by, order direct. -VISA -
PERHAPS YOUR FATHER 

MENTIONED OUR NAME. 
Among serious sportsmen, the Hodgdon brand of smokeless powders 

~ is the name often recommended. Its predictably consistent quality 
~· assures the highest levels of performance. Hodgdon, 
\ \ ~ America's authority on powder for three generations. 
C For free reloading information, please contact Bruce Hodgdon, 

Chairman, Hodgdon Powder Company, P.O. Box 2932, 
Shawnee Mission, Kansas 66201. 
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The Affordable Alternative 
No Guns mithing Required 

$99. 95 without sight 
(Model WIC·i)• 

The Wichita lnsta-Comp has been 
designed for the competitive and 
non -competitive shooter. 

The gas chamber inside the Wichita lnsta·Comp is designed to capture 
the gas and ex haust it through the two vertical ports. With this arrangement . 

combined with the additional weight. the muzzle jump is reduced significantly 

EASY INSTALLATION No Special Tools . No Fining. No1hing else to buy. 
Remove your barrel bushing and recoil spring plug . Replace with the Wichita 

lnsta -Comp and our recoil spring plug . You are now ready to shoot your comped gun . 

Model WIC-2 has a front sight (target or combat. your choice) ...... $119.95 
Model WIC-1 or WIC-2 and our slide conversion·· . . . .. . . $234.95 
(Bury rear Wichita Sight . permanently mo unted . Front sigh! o n slide or comp . M ill flat on top 
of slide . and lower port for easier ejection) 

·: ~ee~re:d 5~~~r ~~i~:a~~~~~ ~~t 1:rc:~~se:ork Wichita Arms, Inc. 
~~~~~---'-~~~~~~~---1-+I-~ ) 

Dealer prices available 444 Ellis. P.O . Box 11371. Wichita , Kansas 67211 
Send signed FFL (3 16) 265-0661 

Safari Arms .45 Combat Pistols 
Are Back ... Only f'rom Olympic Arms 
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The fa mous Sa fari Enfo rcer (3.8" barrel) and Match Master (5 " barrel) 

are no ted for th eir accuracy and durability. Availabl e now. 
only from Oly mpic A rms. in A rmaloy. blue. alloy and stainless steel. 

These Accessories 
Available Separately 

HAMMER. Stainless steel com­
mander sty le. Designed with 
enough metal for correct fitting 
of the sear engagement. $14.95 

EXTENDED COMBAT SLIDE 
RELEASE. Now the same tech­
nology as applied to the Safari 
Enforcer parts provides for one 
hand control during reloading, 
leaving lef l hand free to insert a 
fresh magazine. Browning High 
Power: $19.50; Colt $19.95 

BEAVERTAIL GRIP SAFETY. 
Provides better control of the 
weapon by spreading recoil over 
a larger area of the shooter's 
hand. This reduces apparent 
recoil and eliminates hammer 
pinch. Requi res minimal frame 
contour ing for a perfect fit. 
$19.95 

AMBIDEXTROUS COMBAT 
SLIDE RELEASE SET. Now full 
control of the .45 automatic with 
the lef t hand. $29.50 

EXTENDED COMBAT SAFETY. 
Match-proven design assures 
positive control of safety without 
having to shift or reposit ion grip 
Browning High Power: $19.95; 
Colt: $19.95 

AMBIDEXTROUS COMBAT 
SAFETY SET. Full posi tion con ­
trol with right or left hand. Get 
the most from your automatic. A 
must for com bat shooters, 
police off icers and all left hand­
ers . Browning High Power: 
$34.95; Colt: $39.95' 
·Manu factured under pat. 
#34927 48 

FIXED REAR SIGHT SET. No­
nonsense front and rear sights 
designed for fast target acquisi· 
lion. Provides the proper light 
gap between the front and rear 
sight. Melted full radius style. 
Avai lable in blue and stainless 
steel. Rear sig ht fi ts standard 
dove tail. $14.95 

Dealer Inquiries Invited 
Write or call for FREE catalog 

OLYMPIC ARMS, INC. 
dba SGW 

624 OLD PACIFIC HWY. S.E. 
OLYMPIA, WA. 98503 

PHONE: (206) 456-3471 

TO ORDER: 
Send cashier 's check or money order for 
immediate delivery. Personal and business 
checks must clear first. Will ship C.O .D. for 
orders over $30.CO. Minimum shipping 
charge is $4.00. Add $1.65 on all C.0.D. 
orders. Washington residents add 7.5% 
sales tax or furnish your slate tax number. 
Please ca ll us if you have any questions. 

table-lamp. One and a half seconds later,. the 
shards of glass had mercifully missed my 
wondering eyes and the 185 grain Remington 
hollowpoint lay nestled in my den wall. 

Luckily my den wall is also the ceiling of 
my house, and beyond it Lies a hillside of solid 
rock. Had the slug penetrated the roof it 
would have done no further harm . But what 
if, at the moment of discharge, I had been 
permitting the gun's muzzle to cross the body 
of the family cat? What if I'd been aiming 

Someday a handgun in 
your hand is going to go 
BANG instead of CLICK. 
The trick is not to destroy 

anything valuable­
especially human life­

when this happens. 

downwards, into the house, where a woman 
and two children also dwelled? The one thing 
I had going for me was an almost iron-bound 
sense of "safe direction." Normally, we teach 
that a safe direction is down or up - not on the 
horizontal plane. The basic fi rearms courses, 
however, cover "normal" uses of guns, which 
means outdoors use. 

Dry-firing is an exception to these basics 
in that sense, and so one should be extra-sure 
of what one is doing at all times when practic­
ing indoors. Why people belittle the basics 
anyhow, is beyond my comprehension. The 
key to developing and maintaining safe hand­
gun practices is to never forget that a gun can 
only be pointed at something you are ready 
and willing to destroy. If that something 
should happen to be screened from you by a 
floor or wall , it doesn't excuse your destroy­
ing it unnecessarily. 

Let me not hesitate to throw mud at 
myself. The last AD I had was due to a 
violation of a simple rule of common sense. I 
did not call a definite halt to the dry-firing 
session, and put my guns away. You should •• 
always do this. When a session starts , it 
starts; when it's over, it's over. If you feel like 
doing something more with your guns that 
day, try cleaning them, or loading a few 
hundred rounds, or something. Don't go back 
into a dry-firing mode with the damn-it-I'm­
going-to-beat-this-thing attitude. That's a 
recipe fo r failure-or disaster. 

To sum up, now: there is no way to avoid 
forever a shooting incident. There are freak 
accidents, and one might happen to you. If 
you have an AD that does not result in signifi­
cant property damage or personal injury, the 
first thing you should do (after calming down 
the witnesses) is analyze it. Don't have a sti ff 
drink; sit down and rhink. Did you go into the 
session and then get interrupted? Did you let 
your mind wander to your gir lfriend, your 
boss, your bills? Did you forget to segregate 
and label all your dummy ammunition? 

Continued 011 page 80 
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A FEii DON TS [!] ................................................ [!] 

THESE ARE 
REAL DUDS 
OUALITY-MADE 

DUMMY 
AMMUNITION 

READ PRODUCT 
LITERATURE 
ENCLOSED 

Duds A1111110 

nf 

Duds Ammo and Supply announces their 
new line of dummy ammo for dry-firing and 
other safe gun handling practice routines. 

The dummy rounds are available in 
.22LR, .38/. 357, 9mm and .45 ACP These 
solid metal dummy rounds are safe for hand­
guns and for handgunners to dry-fire. 

Packaged at six rounds to the box, the duds 
are $7.95 for .22LR and $11.95 for centerfire. 
These prices include postage and handling. 

For more information , contact Duds 
Ammo and Supply, PO. Box 393 , Dept. AH, 
Barton, VT, 05822 . 

nTHE Tiil" 
by R.D.P. 

"THE LAST MACHINE YOU'LL EVER HAVE TO BUY" 

High es t Produ c t io n rat f• of an y han d 
ope rnt e d on ac hine. 

Comes re ad y to load in ea lihre of 
your choi cf·. 

Pat e nt ed bull e t fe e d s yste m a utomati ca ll y 
feed s a nd sea ls hu !l et s. 

Loads a ll popular rifl e and pi stol ca libres . 

A ll option s ea s il v in stall ed at a n v time . 

Cons istent mat c h q11alit' rifle and pi s to l 
a111111unition . 

$1265.00 Pi stol $1315.00 Rifl e 
For n-.01·e informati on call or writ e: 

(216) 385-5129 

"THE TOOL" is des igned for the profess ional rcloade1· and the se1·ious 
shoote 1· who demand the hi ghest qualit y am munition, round afte r round . 

RDI D TOOL COMPANY, INC. 
T SEMI-A UTOMATIC RELOADING PRESSES 

49162 McCoy Ave. East Live1·pool, O hio 43920 

These duds make nifty stocking-stuffers 
for your shooting friends. so order a few 
extra packets for Christmas! 

~ ................................................. [!] 

Our patented porting process is used by more 
hunters and shooters worldwide than all other 
firearm recoil reducing@W ~·/· , gn·DD·~K® ~ 
devices combined! c:J~ ' ""•Iii ~ ® 

INTERNATIONAL 
YOU, TOO, WILL BENEFIT FROM IMPROVED GUN CONTROL. 
INSIST ON THE ORIGINAL MAG-NA-PORT® FOR YOUR RIFLES, 
HANDGUNS AND PRO-PORT® FOR YOUR SHOTGUNS. 

available in Australia & Canada 
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LTD. 

41302 Executive Drive, Mt. Clemens, Michigan 48045 
Call us at (313) 469-6727 
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• Guaranteed 17% recoil 
reduction 

• Faster shot to shot recovery 
• Thick tapered hand-filling 

grips 

• Built in magazine loading 
chute 

• Milled for ambidexterous 
safety 

• Simple screw on installation 

New improved Advantag e Grip System complete with checkered walnut 
stocks. $46.00 - Add $3.00 postage and handling. CA residents add 6 V2 % 
Sales Tax. Dealer Inquiries invited. Write for brochure and mathematical 
calculations to prove the recoil reduction. 

Jack c!!~~~~~Ya!~~ /14l!f!ntaqe 
P.O. BOX 828. WHITTIER. CA 90608 (213) 695-4134 
For more information on our complete 
product line , call or write today. 

The first and only production auto pistol in this 
caliber employs a unique gas channeling system 
to achieve smooth, trouble free action. 

CASE-GARD® 
HANDGUN CARRIERS 

Available in three sizes to meet the 
individual shooter's needs. Made of 

strong polypropylene with thick foam 
padding. Valuable firearms are 

protected from shock, moisture and 
dust, and covered by a generous 3 Year 
Guarantee. Available at your local MTM 

CASE-GARD dealer. 

Ask to see the Model 804 long term 
storage box, too. Catalog available_ 

MTM Molded Products Company 
P.O. Box 14117 • Dayton, Ohio 45414 • (513) 890-7461 

Co11ti1111ed from page 78 
By all means dry-fire, it's good for your 

shooting skills. But please dry-fire carefully 
and always, always, always in a safe direc­
tion. An AD is in your future if you dry-fire 
enough, so be prepared by aiming in a safe 
direction. Which reminds me of the classic 
old story about Jeff Cooper's AD. 

The story goes like this: one day Jeff was 
dry-firing and had an AD in which he blew 
apart his gas meter. He had been standing on 
his back porch and dry-firing at the gas 
meter. Someone later asked Jeff why he shot 
his gas meter. His reply? "Because ~ 
that is what I was aiming at." ~ 

XP-100 
Conti1111ed from page 46 

this worth its $800 price tag. Just in case 
I've lost you somewhere along the way as a 
potential XP- JOO buyer, you now have a 
choice of the following models: 

Zytel Stock 
XP-100 Varmint Special- .223 Remington 

XP-100 Silhouette- 7mmBR, .35 
Remington 

English Walnut Stock 
XP-100 Custom- 7mm-08, .35 Remington 

XP-JOO Heavy Barrel - . 223 
Remington 

With an affinity towards the .35 Reming­
ton for future hunting needs, I placed an 
order through the Custom Shop for an 
XP-100 in this caliber. My XP came with a 
stock of medium color, profiled from knot­
free English walnut expertly inletted by the 
craftsmen at the Ilion , New York based 
Custom Shop. On one particular occasion 
while I was up at the Remington museum 
doing some research , I stopped by to see 
head honcho and good friend Tom McCor­
mack and the boys for some photos and 
insights on the making of one each XP-100 
custom. 

There I watched Bill Keeler take a rough 
blank, whittle it down - both inside and 
out - to a near perfect XP-100 stock before 
the final semi-gloss finish was applied . The. 
host action was in and out of the stock for 
critical fitness in all areas with the barreled 
action, then, as a finishing touch , was 
signed in the barrel channel by the artisan. 

Overall stock design has been well 
thought out to provide the best of both 
worlds to all concerned. It's modern , yet 
not gaudy like some of the speckle-painted 
or pin stripped ultra-custom jobs. The fin­
ger grooves provide a good support even in 
the off-hand position with the semi-wide 
forend showing benefits if one decides to 
rest the gun (as it should be) before the 
shot. Scoped and stocked in this manner 
puts her right on the scales at about five 
pounds even; just where I want it when 
taming the meanness of cartridges like the 
7mm-08 or .35 Remington. 

Because of the very serious nature of 
potential recoil problems raising hell with 
both scope and mounts, careful attention 
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was given to all phases during installation. 
Mounts were picked with care and in the 
final analysis the Redfield XP-100 3-ring 
mounting system was chosen. Consisting 
of two dovetail rings and a windage ring 
set, the complete system (#52002) is now 
available at your dealers. Like the mount­
ing system, a Redfield Magnum Pistol 
Scope in 4-power was picked to complete 
this particular sighting package. 

Installing the rings, mounts and scope 
commenced after the entire receiver was 
degreased in a cleaning solution to get rid 
of all factory cutting oil. Before immersing 
the receiver into the cleaner, receiver 
screws were removed to allow the solution 
to penetrate the tapped holes thus clearing 
out the threads. After the mounting screws 
were tightened home, the bolt was tried, 
making sure it cleared the bottom of these 
screws, then reinstalled with a bit of Loc­
tite for security. 

Taking the gun apart for cleaning or 
maintenance is accomplished by the 
removal of two screws. One is accessed 
through the bottom of the stock just rear­
ward of the trigger guard, the other via the 

You may find it next to 
impossible to get the gun 

back together without 
some fancy footwork with 
a few offset screwdrivers. 

top of the receiver, behind the receiver 
bridge. On the latter, one should remember 
that if you decide to mount a scope, you do 
it after the gun is back together and not 
while the action is out of the stock 
especially with a 3-ring mount like the 
Redfield. As this type of mount does have a 
twin dovetail system of securing a scope, 
you may find it next to impossible to get the 
gun back together again without removing 
the scope or doing some fancy footwork 
with a few offset screwdrivers. 

Working up handloads in any gun is 
always enjoyable, but especially in older 
cartridges given new life in modern or 
different firearms . Introduced in 1908 by 
Remington Arms, the .35 Remington is 
starting to see a turnaround in overall 
usage especially in shorter barreled 
weapons such as the XP-100. Originally 
chambered for quite an assortment of 
rifles, the .35 Remington is always on good 
terms with Eastern hunters in thick brush 
when the opponent becomes the deer or 
black bear. With good variety of bullets 
available, decent striking power all com­
bined with excellent brush bucking abil­
ities, the .35 Remington is still a fine 
choice for the deep woods sportsmen. 

Brief specs on the case itself finds that 
while it is not as strong as, say, some of our 
higher powered entries, nevertheless that 
in all probability makes it so inviting to 
handgun users. It can handle pressures in 
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C. T Brian Pistolsmithing 

C.T. BRIAN - PISTOLSMITHING 
1101 INDIANA COURT 
DECATUR, IL 62521 
217·429·2290 CATALOG - $2.00 

•l.P.S.C. •P.P.C. •DUTY - HOME DEFENSE •N.R.A. ACTION 

174 Pages!! 200 New Products!! 

8ROWNELLS CATALOG #40 
Designed for 

The Gunsmiths - Dealers - Hobbyists 
Who Service the Needs of the Millions of 

Sportsmen & Target Shooters in the U.S. Today 
Dedicated to the principle that the man who works on guns deserves 
the Best possible in supplies •Immediate service from in·stock 
inventories •Personal association with knowledgeable gun people 
•Constant adjustment in product performance. 

SELECTED FOR THE SELECT 
For the trade are tools for every need •Chemicals for every application •Supplies for every operation 
•Accessories for from crown to buttplate, to shoot, to service, to repair, to re-build or build the Gun 
•Electroless nickel plating •Wood carving tools •Engraving supplies •Hot and cold gun bluing 
•Special glass bedding • Acraglas • Acraglas Gel , 

Price $3.50* - FREE TO QUALIFIED GUNSMITHS/DEALERS (FULL & PART TIME) 
Serious Gunnuts & Hobbyists (Our new regular customers of the futurer. Ask, and we will send Federal Firearms Licensing 
procedures with your $3.50 catalog order, For the good of the entire shooting Frate rnity w e are anxious to help you get 
started as a legitimate professional - full or part time - or enhance your guncraft. The future fate of shooting in any area 
depends on the activity of the local gunsmith. YOU can both serve and enjoy! *R f d d 

*Foreign: $4.50 BROWNELLS. Inc. 200S. GROV( S1S -6'.l3 -S401 first s3u5~0~ o~~er 
MONTI ZUMA, IOWA 50171 

The Accurate Solution: 

A New Powder! 
Introducing 1680. A ball-type rifle powder specifically 
formulated for use in the increasingly popular 7.62 x 39. 
Also useful in other small capacity rifle cases. Available 
in one and eight pound containers. Contact your dealer 
for reloading data. 

FREE 
loading booklet with 
every container of 
Accurate Smokeless 
Powder. 

/J~ Accurate Arms 
Uf.,\J Company, Inc. 
\\. .. \n l~O. Box AH 5 
'--3 'J Mi.: Ewt.•n , Tt·mwsst."L' >7 10 1 

® 
t.f:!.·.1.!t-' 

Is r.:1d Milit~1ry lndu strit.'!'> 

LaRocca Gun Works, inc. 
Basic Street 
to Full House 
Competition 

For the highest reliability, quality 
& craftsmanship. Let us work with 
you to design and customize 
your gun. 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

51 Union Place 
Worcester, MA 01608 
(617) 754-2887 
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The Chapman Academy of Practical Shooting offers 
the latest and best training in tactics and techniques 
for defensive, practical shooting. 

Training courses are available for handgun, shotgun 
and special weapons. Beginners, law enforcement 
personnel , military personnel and world-class 
competitive shooters have attended and benefited 
from Ray Chapman's expertise and personalized 
instruction. 

For information about the best training available write: 

Chapman Academy 
Hallsville, MO 65255 

(314) 696-5544 

ulAetoQo~ 911dusthLes. 911c. 
THE METALOY 

HARD CHROME FINISH 
-Phenomenal molecular bond, will 

not chip or peel 
-Extremely hard satin finish 

(R/C 70) 
-Super lubricity 
-Excellent protection against rust 
-All in ternal and external parts 

processed 

METALOY INDUSTRIES, INC. 

Route 5 , Box 595-H 
Berryville, Ark. 7 261 6 

.---D-E-L-IV_E_R_Y_2_T_0_6 _W_E_E_K_S _ ___, Ph. 501 -4 23-4 2 2 5 

Dealer & Law Enforcement Inquire 

j'-_.r---i~ -~ BUEHLER PISTOL MOUNT 

0 

-o- · ~· ----
NO DRILLING OR TAPPING ·o 

DEALER INQU IRIES 
INVITED 

Introducing a different BUEHLER MOUNT-M83. In­
stalls without drilling or tapping. For calibers up 
through .357 Mag Available in silver or black finish. 
M83 Mounts available for Smith & Wesson, Dan 
Wesson , Colt and Ruger. 

Send for Free Brochure 43H or call 
415-254-3201 

MAYNARD P. BUEHLER, lnc.-ORINDA, CA 94ss3 

the moderate 35,000 cup range, which is 
just about right for short barreled guns 
using charges of fast burning powders. 
Case length is 1. 920 inches , but for practi­
cal purposes trim them back to 1.910 to 
allow for stretching. Because of the .35's 
almost non-existent shoulder area (as com­
pared with a 30/06 , for example) initial 
sizing should commence with a slightly 
less than full-size-only thereby letting the 
individual gun's chamber fire -form the 
case. After this is done with moderate 
loadings , smoke the neck-shoulder area 
with a candle, sizing the case in a reputable 
die set until the shoulder is just "kissed" by 
the die. This will then keep the case in a 
good relationship within headspace toler­
ances for a good case life. 

After resizing the second time, serious 
loading began. For bullets, I chose the 
Sierra 200 grain roundnose, a trusted com­
panion in many hunts and range test out­
ings in both the XP and numerous other 
single shot pistols. Powders were also 
chosen by experience - here the nod went 
to IMR-4198 and Hodgdon H-322 . 

t Fk- w·--_, ~: :~ · 
·1 ~ , l ";·;· ::.: " . 
\_,...::"' · .. "·· 

Granted , IMR-4198 does not give the high­
est velocities in its class compared to, say, 
Norma N200, but it is readily available in 
all sporting goods stores at reasonable 
price levels and is very accurate in shorter 
handgun "rifle" barrels. All cases checked 
for length , they were the primed with 
Federal's hot little #215 primers. 

Overall length with bullet was then set 
for 2.500 inches and the powder started to 
flow. Going by the Sierra book , the 
IMR-4198 was loaded from 27.8 (1800 fps) 
to 31.0 (2000 fps) in .8 grain increments. 
The Hodgdon H-322 then took up the slack 
at 39.0 (2000 fps) to 43.0 (2200 fps) in 1.0 
grain advances. It would be interesting to 
see how the book matched to my gun and 
loading techniques. Because of circum­
stances beyond my control , all groups were 
fired at the 50 yard marker, but looking 
closely at the figures doesn't take much to 
figure out this gun's potential at longer 
ranging targets. Remember, please, reduce 
starting charges by at least one full grain 
when fire-forming cases. 

While I don't have the space to go into 
complete details relative to particular 
qualities of the . 35 Remington , I think you 
can well see this round is no sleeper. I did 
manage to get up to almost 2350 fps with 
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Hodgdon's H-355 without any punishment 
on my person, with a 1. 25 inch group to 
boot. This translates to just about a 2. 50 
inch shot group at 100 yards, or 5.00 inches 
or less at 200 yards. Trajectory, figured at a 
100 yard zero would see this bullet drop 
- 2 .29 inches at 150, just a ha ir over 7 
inches at 200. Mighty fine performance 
from a handgun , and all without any undue 
pressure signs on any fired cases. 

With all the fanfare going on about the 
XP's 25th anniversary with Remington, 
what's ahead for this novel pistol? While I 
don't have a c rystal ball , my feeling is that 
the field is still wide open for this particular 
rig. A new fiber stock simila r in design to 
the wooden Custom Shop version. Maybe. 
1 certainl y hope so. Happy Birthday, XP. 
And thanks Remington. We all ..... 
appreciate the effort. ~ 
We have learned that Remington is consid­
ering a . 22LR version of the XP for the 
rimjire silhoue/le matches. This might be 
the birthday present the author is hoping 
for! Editor. 

TAURUS HANDGUNS 
C1J11lilllffrl fro111 page J8 

inch model weighs 35 oz. and is one inch 
longer while the six-inch version weighs 
38 1/2 oz. and has an overaU length of LI 1/2 
inches. It has a ramped front sight while the 
rear is fully adjustable fo r both elevation and 
windage while stocks are of the large target 
type that encase the front of the grip strap. 

Removal of the sideplate also revealed an 
internal mechanism that is very much like a 
K-frame Smith. The main differences are that 
the Model 66 , like the Model 85 , uses a 
separate rebounding firing pin moumed in 
the frame, although it does not have a transfer 
bar. In addition. its sideplate is much simpler 
than that of a Smith . The test Model 66 
exhibited the same high quality fit and finish 
of the Mode! 65 . 

The actions of both revolvers were very 
good . The single act ion puU of the small 
Model 85. which broke at around 3 1/2 lbs, 
was very good except for some slight evi­
dence of creep. Its IO 1/2 lbs double action pull 
was nice and smooth with just a slight hitch 
right at the end of the stroke. The larger 
Model 66 had an almost identical trigger. 
Single action broke just on 4 lbs and also had 
a very slight creep. Double act ion was excel­
lent , being completely smooth throughout 
the pull , which was also around 10 1/2 lbs. I 
did , however, find that , when returning the 
cylinder into the frame after loading and 
unloading. the front locking bolt plunger did 
not always engage the hole in the front of the 
ejector rod. A closer examinat ion indicated 
some roughness around the edges of the hole 
in the ejector rod and , after I cleaned this up 
with stone, the bolt plunger slipped into place 
every time. 

On the range both revolvers proved to be 
good shooters. In the accuracy department, 
the Model 66 turned in some tight groups 
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Whether you're a Competition Shooter, FREE GUN 
CLEANING 
CLOTH 

Handgun Hunter, or Handgun 
Enthusiast, WILSON'S carries 
what you need in Quality 

handgun accessories 
and service. 

When you send $2.50 
for our latest full­
color catalog, which 
will be credited toward 
your fi rst order. 

The choice of 
Champions. 

r DEALERS SEND FFL FOR DEALER PRICES. 

WILSON 'S GUN SHOP, INC. • P.O. Box 578-1 • Berryville, Ark. 72616-0578 

PORTABLE RELOADING BENCH 
IDEAL FOR APARTMENT DWELLERS DESIGN , YOUR BODY WEIGHT IS SUS­
WITHOUT A GARAGE FOR A HEAVY PENDED ON THE SAME FRAME WITH 
BENCH TAKEINTOTHEHOUSE WHEN THE PRESS CONSEQUENTLY. NO 
GARAGE IS TOO HOT OR COLD TAKE TABLE MOVEMENT PUSH & PULL 
TO THE RA GE TO DEVELOP PET WORKS AGAINST YOUR BODY TABLE 
LOADS WITH YOUR FAVORITE PRESS. WILL NOT LIFT OFF THE FLOOR 
DOES NOT BOLT TO FLOOR DUE TO 

ALL WELDED TUBULAR STEEL FRAME 
• Rubber floor mounts prevent scratch- • Ball bearing swivel seat 

1ng floors • Breaks down to 30 " x 19 " for 
• Pre-drilled for ma1or presses portab1l1ty 
• Only weighs 28 pounds 

PORTABLE RELOADING UNIT $67 00 
2 PLASTIC BOXES FOR EMPTY CASES. BULLETS & LOADED ROUND INCL 

Visa and Maslercard welcome I I 
California residents add 6% sales tax -VIS4 
We ship F 0 B Marysville. Cal1forn1a 

---­Just In The -~ 
QUICK of Time! 

Improve sco re, lowe r ti mes w ithout c hangi ng hand 
positi on . T ry Trigger Finger Quick (pa1 pend l This 
ambidext rous magaz ine release fo r C olt Type 1911 
auto 's is by Egan-Blackburn. Instal ls easily in seconds 
with prov ided tool. Requires no gun a lte ra tion. 

To order send s49_95 
Visa • Mastercharge • Certified Check or Money Order To ... 

EGAN-BLACKBURN MANUFACTURING 
14836 Lincoln St. 5.E. • Minerva, Oh. • 44657 

Phone • 216-868-5206 -------
"It 's the handiest on the market" 

~ $12.95 -
The BRASS CATCHER• fits on your hand, not on 
your handgun. No more clumsy distractions. Specifically 
designed for Browning, Colt, Mac 10, Uzi and other popular 
semi-autos. The BRASS CATCHER• adjusts for either top 
or right side ejections. Recommended for right hand shooters. 

Send check or money order'to: 

GAGE MANUFACTURING 
663 West 7th St. San Pedro, CA 90731 No C.O.D. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
~ 
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PROFESSIONAL SHOOTERS CHOOSE -

COMPENSATOR BARRELS 
By 

Jim Stroh, American Pistolsmiths Guild 

• Solid, integral construction • Muzzle lift is greatly reduced 
• Machined from one-piece Douglas blank • Individually fitted to slide and frame 

• Front sight integral with compensator • Three week shop time-Guaranteed" 

• Areas of greatest stress are hardened • One piece recoil spring guide and plug 

• Perfect bore-compensator alignment • From $295/blued and fitted 
• For standard 5-inch barrel Colts 

For free literature, send large, double stamped, self-addressed envelope to: 

Jim Stroh 
ALPHA PRECISION, INC. Dept. 05 

Route 1. Box 35-1. Good Hope. Georgia 30641 (404) 267-6163. 

The roaring 20's and subsequent 

with a va ri e ty of fac to r y Fed e r a l , 
Winchester, Remington, PMC and Norma 
.38 and .357 ammunition. Shooting was 
done from an improvised bench rest at a 
range of25 yards and groups with both mag­
num and .38 loads averaged between 2 1/ 2 to 3 
inches. Best groups of just over two-inches 
were obtained with Remington 158 lead JHP 
+P .38 Special and Norma FMJ semi-wad­
cutter .357 Magnum ammunition. 

Thanks to its smooth tr igger, the Model 66 
also performed well when shot in the double 
action mode. The gun pointed well and was 
easy to control with .38s. Recoil was more 
evident when magnums were shot, but the 
gun was still controll able. It was a lso 
extremely reliable, d igesting all ammunition 
without any problems. 

The smaller Taurus gave a good perfo r­
mance as well. Using the same brands of 
factory .38 Special , my single action groups 
at 18 yards averaged around 3 to 3 'h inches. 
The gun was comfortable to shoot, thanks to 
the large grips, exhibiting relatively little 
recoil. At the closer ranges the gun was easy 
to control when fast double action strings 
were fired . Like many small-frame short bar­
rel revolvers. the Model 85 tends to point a 
littl e high when shot instincti vely. The 
revolver performed flawlessly with all the 
ammunitio n except No rm a. With thi s 
ammunition, the odd misfire did occur. I 
should mention that I have experienced sim­
ilar problems with the same Norma loads in 
my Python. 

UNTOUCHABLE 
QUALITY 

military years made the Thompson'" Sub-machine Gun legendary fo r its appearance 
and reliability. Today, we still manu facture the Thompson'" in semi-auto versions. 
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Tri-Comptm 
GOVERNMENT MODEL 

OR COMMANDER 

. 45ACP, 9mm, 10mm, .38 Super 

Blue Chrome Moly or Stainless Steel 

only $119.95 ppd. 

NO GUNSMITH ING 
No alterations to your gun 
Instal ls instantly· removes instantly 
Switch from one gun to another 
Replaces the stock barre l bushing 

SUPER EFFICIENT 
Reduces muzzle rise up to 50% 
Dramat ica lly reduces " felt reco il " 
Unique, advanced, triple-chamber 

port design (pat. pend .) 

QUALITY CONSTRUCTION 
Hand mach ined in chrome moly or air­
craft quality stainless steel 

Hand fin ished with high polish sides or 
al l sandblast matte fin ish 

Built to National Match specs for 
improved accuracy 

Heat treated for max imum durability 

A brochure wi th test results on Tri-Comp 
as well as other PBI products and 
services is available on request. 

To order send $11 9.95 each, cert. check, 
money order, MasterCard and Visa in­
clude number and expiration date, COD 
($3.00 addi tional). Please specify blue or 
stainless, high polish sides or al l matte. 

Dealer Inquiries Invited 

--~ 

PROGRESS/VE BALLISTICS, INC. 

P 0 . Box 2526 Dept. AH 5 
Shawnee Mission , KS 66201 
913/236-4941 ·--------...... -----.--~ 
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If the test revolvers did anything, they 
convinced me that the present Taurus 
revolvers are a fa r cry from those I handled in 
1978. They are based on a proven design and 
are extremely well finished. They are also 
accurate, reliable and very pleasant to shoot. 
The only question that I was not able to 
evaluate was how they will stand up to a lot of 
shooting. I was only able to put several hun­
dred rounds through both guns and , while 
there was no indication of either loosening 
up, this is not enough to test of their durability 
and strength. 

Still , they seem to be rugged enough 
and , best of all , they are relatively inex­
pensive. The suggested retail prices for the 
Model 66 and 85 are $229 and $248 respec­
tively. If you want a well made revolver but 
have a limited budget, those prices are hard 
to beat. Further information can be obtained 
by writing to Taurus International, Dept. 
AH, 4563 S.W. 71 Ave., Miami , ...... 
FL, 33155 . """' 

DILLON 1050 
Co11ti1111erl from pagr 4J 

Stati o n 6 is an inspectio n stati on . 
Nothing happens at this station, which is to 
allow the operator to remove the case to 
weigh chargse when adjusting the powder 
measure. 

Station 7 is fo r bullet insertion and seat­
ing, using a seating die bor rowed from the 
Square Deal. 

Crimping takes place at Station 8. Dillon 
dies sets have a taper crimping die for auto 
pistol cartridges, and a roll c rimping die 
for revolver cartridges. The new Dillon 
Rifle Die Sets have a double-duty taper 
crimping die which is designed to double 
as a neck-sizing die for those who prefer it. 

The shell plate, similar to that on the 
RL-1000, is self-indexing. Locator but­
tons, as in the RL-550 and the Square Deal, 
hold the cases in place at each station. 
Unlike the Spring clamps of the Model 
1000 , these small buttons can become 
easily lost. When calibrat ing the powder 
measure it's necessary to remove the but­
ton at Station 6 to remove the case. Like­
wise, to remove a case at any station in case 
of a jam, the operator must fi rst lift out the 
button. It's easy to fumbl e and drop the 
smaller size buttons. 

Unlike some presses that hang over the 
front of the bench , the RL-1050, like the 
more costly Model 1000, stands com­
pletely on the bench. Mounting requires 
drilling four holes fo r the mounting bolts, 
as with other Dillon designs. One draw­
back is that the operator must work the 
press standing up, unless he has a high 
stool, because of the location and the angle 
of the operating lever. 

Changing calibers is quick. The tool 
head has seven hex bolts, a Delrin friction 
ring, and drop-in dies . The shell plate 
comes off by removing one large knurled 
nut. Adjusting the press for the new caliber 
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Smallest, 
most 

compact 
Chronograph 

on the market. 
At your favorite 

gun store. 

CHRONOGRAPH 
Only a handful, 

but what a handful! 
Less than 2 lbs 

4" x 2112" x 71/a" 

BREAKTHROUGH 
in technology, price and performance 

Available in gun stores! 
Suggested Retail S79.95 

86 

• Made of 20 gauge steel. 
• Velocity range from 125 ft/s to 16.000 ft / s. 
• Accuracy : better than 99.5%. 
• Extra large LCD readout: r high 
• Model ·'F" for ft / s readout. 

Model " M. for metric mi s. 
• Now your shooting cronies will ask you the 

questions and you will have all the answers . 
• " Chrony" completes your reloading 

equipment needs at an affordable price. 
• Do you want to know what your reloads and 

factory loads are doing to your groups? Get 
a " Chrony " ' 

• Comes with a 3 year warranty. but will last 
you a lifetime. 

• Now your " Chrony " can go with you 
anywhere . Just unfold. mount onto tripod 
(or place on a table). insert skyscreens and 
shoot in less than two minutes ' 

• Specially developed in tegrated circui try by 
Motorola made min iaturization possible . 

• Designed to work under windy conditions . 
• As for accuracy. reliability. ease of operat ion 

and warranty. " Chrony" is as good or better 
than the competi tion . You be the judge' 

• Haven't you done without a " Chrony·· 
long enough? 

Ask your Dealer or write to 
Shooting Chrony Inc . AH-588 
P 0 Box 101 . LPO 
Niagara Falls. N Y . 14304 

Name 
Address 
City 
State. Zip 

is simplified because of the drop-in dies. 
The operator needs to adjust only the 
powder measure, bullet seating punch , and 
bullet crimp die. The Delrin friction ring 
eliminates the need for locking nuts. "The 
removable tool head plate holds the adjust­
ments of the dies and allows a true 'drop-in' 
conversion ," says Jensen. 

Buying an expensive, 
high-tech machine and 

using a 15-year-old die set 
is truly false economy. 

A drawback is that changing calibers in 
the RL-1050 costs about $120. This cost 
covers the entire deluxe conversion kit , 
including a powder measure, tool head 
plate, dies, and the shell plate. Changing 
calibers is also more intricate than it is with 
either the Square Deal or the 550, because 
of the greater number of bolts to remove to 
change tool head plate, and the eight loca­
tor buttons . 

The 1050 owner who wants to change 
ca libers is forced to buy Dillon dies, 
because the tool head plate is not threaded 
to accept standard dies. This denies the 
reloader hi s cho ice of die brand , but 
according to Mike Dillon , this is a pur­
poseful design feature. 

"In the past , many calls for service were 
the result of using die sets in poor condition 
with our presses . Making our dies non­
standard gives us control over the dies used 
with our press , and also benefits the 
customers because a set of our dies costs 
less than those sold by most competitors. 
Our clients are assured of getting uni­
formly high-quality dies." 

This viewpoi nt is logica l, because 
ammunit ion that comes from a press can be 
no better than the dies used to process the 
cartridges. An insufficient radius on the 
mouth of the sizing die, for example, can 
cause case crumpling. All Dillon die sets 
come with separate seating and crimping 
dies, which eliminates problems, such as 
bullet shaving. 

" Buying an expensive , high-tec h 
machine and using a 15-year-old die set is 
truly false economy," says Jensen. 

Unlike other presses, this one has two 
bins. One is fo r reloaded rounds ejected 
from the shell plate, and the other holds 
bullets conveniently close to the bullet 
seating station. 

The operat ing lever is large, and works a 
crankshaft seated in roller bearings . A 
four-inch diameter roller bearing provides 
the first new linkage system in a reloading 
press since the "Rock Chucker." A con­
necting rod pulls the tool head down. The 
lever hub has an automotive gre~se fitting , 
and Dillon recommends periodic lubrica­
tion with automotive grease. 

Automatic indexing makes operating the 
RL-1050 unusually easy. The operating 

REMEMBER THE THRILL OF RECEIV· 
ING YOUR FIRST ADULT GUN? 
RELIVE THAT MOMENT AGAIN when 
you surprise the young adult in your 
life with an RWS DIANA Precision Built 
Airgun. 
For the beginner. new to shooting we 
offer a choice of RWS DIANA Recreational 

Models-24. 241. 26. or28. Accurate. 
easy cocking effort. light heft 

and recoil. RWS DIANA Rec­
reational Models make 

excellent training/ 
practice guns . 

NEWRWSCLUB 
PELLET 

Also remember when shopping for 
an airgun. along with an attractive 
price. all RWS DIANA Recreational 
Models carry a . 

FULL LIFETIME WARRANTY. 
So for the thrill of a life­

time. that only 

Or send 
for your 
copy of the 
New 1988 
Precision 
Products 
Catalog. 
send $2 for 
Isl & $1 for 
2nd class to: 

comes once 
talk to your 
local airgun 
dealer or 
have him 
call us. 
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HKS Speedloaders 
Fit Nearly Every Revolver 

• SMITH & WESSON .38, .357, 22-J, 22-K, 
41 Mag., .44 Spec., .44 Mag., .45 Auto Rim, 
.45 Colt Long, .9MM 

• COLT .38, .357, .22 

• RUGER .38, .357, .44 Mag., Security Six, 
Speed Six, Red Hawk 

• DAN WESSON .38, .357, .22 L.A. , .44 

• CHARTER ARMS 
.22, .38, .357, .44 Special, .22 L.A. 

• H&R .22 L. A., 9-Shot 

• I SPEEDLOADER CASE I 

ONLY 

s10.95 

HIGH QUALITY -LOW COST 
25% MORE COMPACT 
(Most Comfortable To Wear Of 

All Speedloader Cases) 

DURABLE-MANUFACTURED OF 
DUPONT HYTREL® 

BLACK - TAN - BROWN 

See Your Local Gun Dealer 

HKS Products, Inc. 
7841 Foundation Drive 
Florence, Ky. 41042 
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leve r has tre me ndous leve rage and 
requires very little effort . In fact, there's a 
spring to provide artificial resistance to 
give a "feel" to the operator. Turning out 
complete rounds requires only inserting 
bullets into the case mouths and watching 
to be sure that the case feeder, primer tube, 
and powder measure don't run empty. 

How many rounds will this press turn 
out per hour? This depends on the opera­
tor's level of skill , but Jensen points out that 
the speed can vary. 

"Although the RL-1050 can attain a 
much higher cycl ic rate of 1800 rounds per 
hour in pistol calibers, in a production run 
the machine can turn out 1200 rounds per 
h o u r co n s i s t e ntl y und e r ave r age 
conditions. 

Dillon's instruction manual is similar to 
the excellent and well-illustrated manuals 
that come with the RL-550 and the Square 
Deal. It's written in Dillon's traditional 
conversational style, and using both text 
and photos, takes the reader from installa­
tion through set-up, operation, and trou­
ble-shooting. As with all other Dillon 
instruction manuals, thi s one lacks any 
specific loading data . It's necessary to refer 
to a standard loading manual fo r thi s 
infor mation. 

This is an excellent press. The fi rst two 
versions of this article seemed incredible 
to the editor, who sent the author back 
twice to Dillon's shop to find some flaw in 
the press. Close examination, and operat­
ing the press, fa iled to disclose any major 
drawback. 

The editor sent the author 
back twice to Dillon's 

shop to find some flaw in 
the press. Close 

examination failed 
to disclose any 

major drawback. 

The price of the Dillon RL-1050 is under 
$900 . The press comes with the usual 
Dillon lifetime warranty and technical sup­
port. Unlike other reloading equipment 
manufacturers who spec ifica ll y exclude 
commercial reloaders from their warran­
ties, Dillon issues a blanket li fetime war­
ranty, whatever the application of the 
press. Dillon urges that anyone who needs 
assistance with the press call the toll-free 
number. For more information, llllllM­
call toll-free 1-800-421-7532 . ~ 

I • 

ltf 

Attention! 
SHOOTIST SUPPLY 
wants to help you with your 
practical shooting needs. 

1. Th e s uppli es and accesso ­
ri es that w o rk and will m a k e 
yo u a b e tt e r s h oo te r. 

E••ended Sallies · Blue Of SS $18.50 
Ambtde11trous Salties · Coll 53.00 

Swenson 66.00 
Ektended Sltde Release 19.50 
Wilson-Dwyer Group G11pper Gov·1 25.96 

Comm 31.95 
Woll f ya t1able rate Spf'lng lu t 7.20 
Pachmayr 1humb guard 17.00 
Sholt -bull lw / spriogl 8.35 
Bulls only 16-packl 6.36 
MMC Fixed Stghts lwhlteoot line and bat" cross! 32.00 
Bo Mar Adjustab4e sigh ts .t9 .96 
Wichlla Adjus1able sight .t9.95 
Beaver·tall gnp Salley · Colt 25.00 

Wiison 23.00 
Long Match Triggers 10.40 

w / J hgh1nmg hOles 16.50 
Ma90111nes · Colt · Blue 18.50 

W ilson · SS 2.t .95 
Flat Ma1nspnng housing Coll · eked 25.00 

Pach 14.00 
Colt Barrel & Bustung sets 5"4 .50 
Coll Commander Hammers 16.50 
Mtero bushings 9.50 
Extended Recoil Spnng Guide 28.00 
Bianchi · 50 P .CS.00 

50 P for Compensetor 49.50 
A$61 1ns Avenger 32.00 

Rogers Idaho r~8f' 13.00 
Roger E·Z lo&d e.36 
Bianchi Chpgr1p 20.50 
8'-Jnch1 Lightning guos 22.00 
Pachmavr g11ps 17.50 
Shooting Siar Std . mags · Standard 18.95 
CompelttlOn · w / pad 22.50 

SS Como . 1ns1alled. blued and 1es1 hred on your gun. 
1w,,1e tor complete 1nlorma11on I S 195 00 

If y ou don 't s ee w hat you wont, gi ve us a call 

· c han ces a r e we hove II , or wlll ge t It! 

******************** 
FREE CATALOG UPON REQUEST 

******************** 
2. M o dific a ti o n s · a nd custo m­
izin g a t reaso n a bl e prices with 
reaso n a bl e d e live r y --- a ll with 
o u r guara nt ee o f sa ti s fa c ti o n . 
See th e Nov-Dec iss u e o f 

"American Handgunner". 

3. Our n e w Bl ack-h a rd c h ro m e 
"Black Gard" --- a fir s t in th e 
indu s try. All o w s you th e pro­
tec ti o n o f c hr o m e with o ut th e 
glare. Ca ll o r writ e for d e tail s . 

Fo rward c o rr ec t r e mlctan ce in c ash , che ck or M.0., 
alo ng with 10" or S2 .50 po s tage to : 

SHOOTIST SUPPLY 
622 5th 

Belle Fourche, SD 57717 

C. O .D .'s We lco m e - or c all yo ur 
Vis a o r Mas t e rc harg e o rders t o : 

111 TOLL FREE Ill 
1-800-654-5985 
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DUNK-KIT 
THE FAST, EASY WAY TO 

CLEAN YOUR GUN!! 

Dunk-Kit cleans out malfunction causing ..:-:vd 
and fouling. 

Dunk-Kit c leans. lubricates and displaces 
moisture al l in one easy operation. 
Dunk-Kit is reusable and should last for 
years. 

Dunk-Kil loosens light leading al lowing ii to 
be brushed out of bores. 
Dunk-Kit is also ideal for cleaning and 
protecting small ports, reels, cycle chains 
or almost anything. 

Dunk-Kit is available in % gal., 1% gal. and 
large 4 gal. sizes. 
Ounce tor ounce. Dunk-Kit is the least 
expensive cleaner on the market. 

• VISA I ONLY $ 31 95 
ppd in n1e cont. USA 

- 1% gal. size i~~0uS:S ~:/v~~0~00:,~ rg~ 
Send $3 ($6 out~ US A) ror mo1e lnf0fmo!1on on Ounk·K1t and a 
complete catalog ol cuslom hand un rnod1tico11ons and ports 

I CYLINDER & SLIDE SHOP, INC. 
P 0 Box 937 
Fremont, NE 68025 
Ph. (402) 721 -4277 

~~ 
AI MPOINT/SCOPE MO UNT 
• l1Jw P'Ofi~. lightweighL ngid 
• Allow S & w si!,ills to stay oo 

gun-si~t over top of roo.mt 
• Avail. in black or silver 

JARVIS GUNSMITHING 
OFFERS 

CHAMPIONSHIP BULL BARREL 
REVOLVER BARRELS FOR 
S& W: 
• DOUGLAS BLANKS machin­

ed in BLUE STEEL 
• SHILE N BLANKS machined 

in STAIN LESS 
• 38/357. 44mag.45ACP,45 

long colt 
• 5". 6". 7" lengths 
• 1" & 1 y, " diameter. round or 

slabs ide 
• Gas port avail. 
• Threaded, extractor relief rut, 

crowned, forcing cone cut. 
polished. 

BLUE STEEL BARREL PRICES: 
5", 6" 7" 

Round $75 $ 85 
lab Side $90 $ t 00 

STAINLESS Add S40 oo 
Gas Port Add $55.00 

$5.00 SHP. 

COMPENSATEO 
BEREITA 92/ 
TAURUS 92 
• Comp. w/Bar Sta barrel 
• Comp. on your factory barrel 

L FRAME WEIGHT 
• RedJces reroil & n1.1zzle ;.imp 
• Allows you to shoot faster 
• Avail. in blue or silver 
• Blue $53.00. silver $59.00 

+ $3.50 SHP. 

. ., .. • JARVIS COMPENSATOR 
KITS OF COLT AUTOS 
• Gov't or Commander 
• Bar Sto barrel 
• 45 ACP. 38 super, 9mm 

: ~nJe8~~1·.~$3~ao.iord ramp 
Commander $325.00 

• 38 super-9mm Gov't. Integral 
Ramp 5385.00 
Standard S415 00 

• Installed our shop or kits al/ail. for your 
installation 

• Kit Pfice $340.00 w/Bar Sta barrel 
• Comp. alone $140.00 

JARVIS GUNSMITHING 
740 S Van Buren Sle . F. Placenlia. CA 92670 (714) ??t -1412 

Catalog ol Compelition Handguns and Products $1 .50 
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NEW JORDAN GRIPS 
Co111i1111ed from paf{r' 39 

AH: Were modifications still being made ? 
BJ: No. The only modifications were those 
made by Walter Roper from my comments 
and markings. 
AH: So the grips turned out by Sanderson 
were the same as those made by Walter 
Roper? 
BJ: That's right. So then Lew Sanderson 
died and Steve Herrett - Herrett Stocks -
started making the grips, around 1965, I'd 
guess, and since Steve's death, his son has 
continued making those grips -of wood, 
and still the exact same design as those 
built by Walter Roper at my request. 
AH: What revolvers were these grips used 
on? 
BJ: Smith & Wesson and Colt, pretty 
much . Then Rugers came along and they 
started putting 'em on the Rugers, too. I 
don't know what others- I haven't been 
keeping up with 'em. 
AH: During all these years the only mate­
rial used was wood and, as you said once 
before, one of the problems inherent in 
using wood for grips is that the only size 
they can be made in is fora large hand such 
as yours. 
BJ: That's correct, and the reason is that 
they have to be thick enough in the places 
where they cover the frame that they will 
not splinter or split. Along the backstrap, 
for instance, (in order) to fit smaller hands, 
the grips would have to be made much 
thinner, almost down to the bare metal on 
part of the backstrap and wood is too frag­
ile fo r that. 

These Pachmayr grips 
will be the origi,nal 

Jorda,n design with a 
smooth, hard finish, 
not shiny, and with 

no checkering. 

AH: Now, thanks to new materials, 
Pachmayr can make grips which conform 
to your design, are stronger than wood, 
and will fit shooters with less than oversize 
hands. 
BJ: That's right. However, these grips of 
my design will be different from the tradi­
tional Pachmayr grips. They'll be made of 
a hard material instead of the softer-type of 
sy nth et ic rubber typi cally used in 
Pachmayr grips. These grips will be the 
original Jordan design - with a smooth , 
hard finish , not shin y, and wi th no 
checkering. 
AH: A hard material ? Like fiberglass or 
graphite? 

INTERNATIONAL SHOOTISTS INC. 

"LIFE WITHOUT FEAR"~ 

' ' ··~ 
$10.95 
Sott Cover 

$16.95 
Hard Cover 

$24.95Hard. 
Autographed 
and Numbered 

World champion handgun shooters Mickey 
Fowler and Mike Dalton teach you how and 

when to shoot. Enhance your ability to 
survive. Areas covered: safety • marksmanship 

tactics. legal • women • technique. crime 
guns and equipment. ammunition .1 so photos. 

t•fi•1 DRY-FIRE KITS tl~l1 
PRACTICE AT HOME 

IMPROVE YOUR SKILLS-$3.95 
Add $2.00 per book or $1.00 per kit. Money order. 

Visa and MasterCard shipped immediately. 
Persona l checks allow 3 weeks for delivery. 

CA res idents add 6Y2% sales tax. 

CLASSES FORMING 
Courses in both self-defense or competition are 

available. These international experts and Combat 
Masters wi ll teach you to fire fast control led shots. 

with the mental conditioning to obtain pin-point 
accuracy. and fulfill your personal goals! 

Send $2.00 for complete 12 page 
Brochure and Information Packet to: 

"""'"""'. ""'"" "'· 
DEPARTMENT A.H. 

P.O. BOX 5254 MISSION HILLS, CA 91345 

Complete,. Rig 
as 

Pictured · 
$79.95 

SEND ONE 
DOLLAR 

FOR 
BROCHURE 

I f
. 
... 

4 fWtT f!/f90 ,,, 

"",.,,.. 
conoc••""9"f 

Two,,. oowns 
come ..,,,,, ••C" 
Comoito f9 " 9 
,,,_.,u•e •S 
"""""., 

THE LIFELINE® 

SHO'-'LDER RIG 

A n"" addhmn has 
been added 10 our line 
of quality holsters. 
Designed ongmally for 
Sonny Crocken of the 
hit series ''Miam i 
Vice." This ng is made 
from top grain crm­
hide with metal hard· 
ware. All holsters and 
pouches are hand 
molded for a pertect 
trt . All connections 
swiwl for a comtor-

SIDE VIEW table continuous ..ear. SIOE VIEW 

' 

Shoulder harness is completely adjustable. These holsters and ac­
cessones are uniquely designed to provide maximum speed and com­
fort . This along with the quality of matenal and crattmansh1p you have 
come to expect from our company has made us one of the fastest gro.Y­
mg holster companies 1n the United States. We have received an cmr­
whelmmg response from police departments who are currently using 
this eQuipment. Ordering Instructions : Calif Resiaents ad 61h % sales 1ax 
All orders must add 5% lOJ shipping and nandhng tor complete ngs Send cashiers 
check or money order. Mastercard Visa and American EKpress cards are accep1ed 
w1tfl cara number and exp1ra1ton elate Pllone orders are welcomed no C.0.0.s 

Ted Blocker 's Custom Holsters 
409 West Bonita Avenue • San Dimas. California 91773 

(714) 59~15 
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MILT SPAnxs 
BOX 187, DEPT. AH 

* IDAHO CITY, IDAHO 83631 * 
(208) 392·6695 

HANDCRAFTED HOLSTERS AND 
BELTS FOR SERIOUS 
HANDGUNNERS, FEATURING 
PRACTICAL DESIGNS FOR 
COMPETITION AND CONCEALMENT 

SEND $2.00 FOR OUR 
BROCHURE 

THE 
BRASS 

MASTERS 
ULTRA VIBE 

CASE CLEANERS 
New for 1988 Model uv1o(Stk11B3) 

lJ Removable Heavy Polyethylene Bowl 
with Lid 

IJ 3 qt. capacity 125-400 cartridge 
cases wt. capacity 10 lb. 

lJ Mass creates a cyclon ic effect, 
moves around the bowl and down 
into the center 

O Ball bearing motor operates on 115 
volts and is overload protected 

0 Vibrates at 3000 VPM 
O Dimensions 10 " diameter x 11 · high 
O Shipping wt. with Media - 11 lb. 

--.: ::41*:• 
UV-10 Use #518A TTC-10 Ultra Vibe Media for 
3 QT. Brass Pol ishing . 3 lbs. 

125-400 ctg . 

UV-18 
SOT. 

200-700ctg. 

TAU-SQUARE METAL PRODUCTS 
BOX 585, AUBURN. WA 98071 

Available at your local Sporting Goods Dealer 
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BJ: Not exactly. It' ll be a synthetic rubber 
called, I've been told , Elastomer, which is 
as hard or harder than wood. 
AH: And they will be made to fit smaller 
hands than yours ? 
BJ: Yes - at least a standard size, I suppose 
you would call it. Then I'm sure they' ll 
scale 'em down even smaller. 

You can't keep a .44 
Magnum from jumping 

up, but these grips keep it 
from sliding down in 

your palm when it 
does jump up. 

AH: What advice do you have for shooters 
who want to improve their ability with a 
double action revolver? 
BJ: A great deal depends on how he - or 
she - is going to use the gun. If you're 
going to have time to set the grip into your 
hand , it should be molded to fit your 
hand-keeping in mind those critical 
points, of having the top of the gun drop 
away from the web of your hand; forming a 
bulge into the palm of your hand so the 
recoil will be directed there; and having a 
wide, solid filler area between the trigger 
guard and the grip. Other than that , if 
you're going to hold the gun in one hand 
and place it firmly in the other before you 
shoot , such things as finger grooves can be 
of value. But if you've got to reach back and 
get a handful of gun fast , you don't want 
anything like finger grooves. You want to 
be able to shift your grip while you're 

' drawing. That's of vital important because, 
if it's in your hand wrong, you're not going 
to hit anything! 
AH: When you speak of Jilling your hand 
so the recoil comes into your palm,' that will 

, also affect muzzle-jump, woni it ? 
BJ: Oh, certainly. It keeps the muzzle from 
jumping up and , more than that, it makes 
you move your whole hand . You can't keep 
a gun like a .44 Magnum , for instance, 
from jumping up some, but these grips 

, keep it from sliding down in your palm 
when it does jump up. In other words, the 

i gun maintains the same position in your 
hand as when you first grabbed it. With a 
.44 Magnum , after about three quick 
shots-with any grips I've ever tried , 
except these I designed-the gun is 
jammed, it's slid down or, as Dizzy Dean 
would say, 'stud down ,' into your hand until 
the hammer is tight against the web of your 
hand and you can't fire it , the hammer won't 
go back. But I can take these grips of mine 
and shoot six shots out of a .44 Magnum as 
fast as I can pull the trigger .-and I don't 
know of any other grips you can do that 
with . 
AH: Have you any other comments to add 
about these, or any handgun grips ? 

CHECKER • CUSTOMIZE • ACCURIZE • 
SPORTERIZE •BLUE ANO BROWN• RELOAD• 

• BASIC ANO MASTER GUN REPAIR • 
PLUS MUCH. MUCH MOREi 

LEARN EVERYTHING YOU'LL NEED TO KNOW TO 
GET YOU STARTED IN THE CAREER YOU WANT! 
LIFETIME CONSULTATION SERVICE AT NO COST. 

BE A SUCCESSFUL GUN PRO! 

OVER 40,000 STUDENTS SINCE 1946 

Send for FREE FACTS or call 602-990-8346 

Please RU SH FREE I acts on how I can become a prolessiona gunsmc" 
1re QUICK eas1 nome stud\ wav No Oohga:1on No sa es mar w ca ' 
CH ECK FOR VA o• GI 0 ACllVE 0 Rtl tREO 

NAM E AG 

ADDRE SS 

CITY STATE ZIP 

MOOERN GUN REPAIR SCHOOL dept MF58 
L 2~ N !!!_ S!..:J!o~3B_:!H!!!.!X .£..85..9.!.2. _J 

BE A PROFESSIONAL I 
LOCKSMITH 

Earn money In you~ II 
spare time or even 
run your own 
locksmith shopl 
Tram at home with th e ong1-
nal Locksmithing Institute. In , ,.. ·• 
as little as 6 months· you can 
take care of the demand in 
your community for profes­
sional locksmiths. 
Earn while learning, too! , 
In a few weeks. you·11 have 
the know-how to make man- ~ 
ey changing locks. making keys. simple installations. 
Learn by doing 
Locksmithing lnstitute"s tested and proven method 
makes it easy for you to learn . Each lesson is full y 
i llustrated and you work with professional tools and 
materials sent to you with the course ... even an elec­
tric key machine ... equipment that you will be using 
in your own locksmith shop. 
Cash in on the growing need for locksmiths 
You"ll find locksm ithing work all around you. And . 
with your Diploma as a skill ed Master Locksmith. 
you·11 start cashing in on your money making skill s. 
Get the exciting profit facts by mail ... no sales· 
man will ever call . Mail the coupon today. 

IF COUPON IS MISSING. WRITE: 

LOCKSMITHING INSTITUTE 
1500 Cardina l Drive. Lillie Fa ll s. N.J . 07424 

r-LOCKSMITHINGINSTrTUTE- - 1i:n:.~·<K -1 
I 1500Card1nal Drive. L1We Falls. NJ 07424 Dept 091-05 8 I 
I ;jEL6~~~~l~:;l~~AREER BROCHURE 

I OTHER CAREER COURSES AVAILABLE 
:J Upholstery C lnsurant"t' AdJUSlmg = Const'rvat1un 
!:] Le!{al lnvt'Sl11i{at1on 0 Interior Design ::::: Drafting 

...J Color TV Electron1cs O Fundamental :.. Automot ive 
Electronics Mechanics 

...J Small Engmt' 
Me-ehani(~ r ~1;~~5:,~,~~~e ~ g~~~~:1eR~~-~)~111ng 

;\ 1rrond1tiorun!! Ref rig(· ra11011 Heat in g 
NAME ______________ _ 

ADDRESS _____________ _ 

I (lTY STATE ___ ztp ___ I 

LPH~E~ i_ - - - - - - - - ~~ =-=-=--~ 
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IT'S BACK! 

~ 4to 6 ' 

i ~:L~~ERY 
•NO HASSLES 
•NO DELAYS 

CATTLE BARON 
LEATHER CO .. Now 

'Marauder'tm 
Black Model 

w Black 
Holds The Rights to this Suede Lining 

WORLD CLASS HOLSTER 
WORN BY SHOOTERS IN OVER 21 COUNTRIES 

• HO LS TER & HARNE SS made En tirely Of TOP ­
GRAI N LEATHER NO ELASTIC NO Split 
Co wh ide is Used NO ST RAP S VISIBLE 
ACROSS CHEST 

• HOLSTER Is Mad e From EX TRA HEAVY 
HAN D SELcC TCD TE XA S SA D DLE LEATHER 

• HOLSTER Is Lined With GE N UI NE SU EDE 

•This Is THE ORIGINAL- Recommended As 
The 'Best' By More Gun Writers Than Any Other 
Holster in The World 
•PRICES: 6-1 / 2" barrels or under $89.95 

7-1 / 2" . 8 " or 8-3/ 8 " barrels $99.95 
10 ;· 10V2" or 10 5/a " barrels $109.95 

(Left Hand Models-NO EXTRA CHARGE) 
COLOR CATALOG $3.00. Please add 5% to tota l of order for shippmg & ms 
m Cont. U.S - ALASKA. HI. APO- Add 10%- FOREIGN- Add 2S%. 
DEALERS- Send $3.00 & F.F l . for Catalog 

Credit Card Orders (512) 697-8900. 
Send check M.0 . VISA or M.C. to: 

CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 
P.O. Box 100724 Dept. AH- 5. San Antonio , TX 78201 

BEWARE OF CHEAP IMITATIONS 

PULL THE TRIGGER 
ON EXCITEMENT 

SSK HAND CANNONS 

For Superior Performance when 
you wish to reach out and touch 

something. 

Specializing in: 
14 to 58 Caliber Contenders 

Custom Scope instaliations for hunting 
handguns. l1eavyweight bullet molds, 
arrestor muzzle brakes . exotic finishes. 
Please ca ll or write for price quote or tur the r 1nformat1on . 
If writ ing, send two First Class postage stamps . 
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SSK INDUSTRIES 
Rt. 1-H, Della Dr. 

Bloomingdale, OH 43910 
(614) 264-0176 

BJ: Well , I might add that , more or less 
accidentally- I wasn't looking for a 'pretty' 
grip, these are good looking, nothing fancy 
about 'em, but a quite business-like, profes­
sional-looking grip. 
AH: Pachmayr's going to start by making 
grips for the Smith & Wesson 'K' and 'N' 
frames as well as the Colt V' frame mod­
els -am I right ? 
BJ: That's my understanding, these will be 
first. Then , if they're accepted and fulfill 
the promise, they'll go ahead and make 'em 
for other guns such as the Ruger, Dan 
Wesson, Taurus and others. When they're 
built for these smaller-frame guns , they 
can be scaled small enough for women's 
hands. 
AH: Which is increasingly important, isni 
it? Because more and more women are not 
only getting into law enforcement, but 
they're sure doing a lot of shooting in the 
'action' games as well as traditional bulls­
eye matches ... 
BJ: ... and shooting ...,.._ 
very well , too! ~ 

LYMANT-MAG 
Cot11i11uerlfro111page 40 

when it is rotated to its station above the 
ram . Tilt of the turret , as will occur during 
resizing, is held to an insignificant mini­
mum of about .oos:r This, in my experi­
ence, is not enough to have an adverse 
effect on the uniformity of brass. More­
over, bullet seating, where die alignment 
is particularly critical , is virtually un­
affected. In fact , you will find that insuffi­
cient case-mouth expansion is responsible 
for more improperly seated bullets and 
deformed bullet noses (as often occurs 
with hollow-points) than any other factor. 
Case expansion of correct depth and diam­
eter should allow bullets to be seated with 
little more than finger pressure. 

All loading operations went well. The 
Lyman carbides allowed full-length resiz­
ing without the mess of lubing each case; 
the T-Mag, with its exceptional leverage 
and six-hole turret was a joy to run ; the 
Lyman 55 measure , which offe rs the 
advantage of infinitely adjustable charges 
for rifle or pistol did well , as expected. The 
on!y glitch surfaced when I let the sizing 
die roll off the bench . Wouldn't you know 
it'd hit the floor so the decapping pin would 
be broken? It's happened in the past , and 
the usual cure is to dig into the "mis­
cellaneous" drawer for a spare pin. I was, 
however, stymied upon finding that the 
decapping pin in the Lyman die was a spe­
cial kind , with a machined head. None of 
the spare pins on hand would work , so it 
was necessary to write for a replacement. 
Considering the frailty and minor cost of 
decapping pins, it would be a good idea if 
Lyman were to include a couple of spares 
with each set of dies. 

Also included in this test session was 
Lyman's Turbo 1200 case cleaner and pol-

27549 Middleton Rd ., Dept. AH 
Middleton. Idaho 83644 

(208) 585-6212 

SURPRISE SPECIAL 

Inside the pants concealment holster designed to 
set extra low for good concealment. 
The top band is metal lined to hold its shape for easy 
gu n reholstering. 

STANDARD FEATURES ON SSH 
• Sight Rails 
• 2 Belt Loops to Resis t Holster Movement 
• One Way Snaps for Security 
• Color : Natural Only PRICE: 

SHIPPING : 
$· 0- 50 $3.00 
$ 51-100 $4 .00 

Plain Natural $30.00 

$101-1SO $5.00 
$151-200 $6.00 

Massad Ayoob on Leather Arsenal products : 
"Th• cuatom gun'9ettMr produced by Elmer McEvoy et 
Leather Araenel 11 Hcond to none! When teaching In the 
Rocky Mountain eree, I found that 1 high number of 
both the IPSC winners end the prote11lonal pl1toleroa 
chose Leath&r Araenel gear. The 1tr1lghtforw1rd 
honesty of leathermeker Elmer McEvoy, and the way he 
stands behind his work, means a lot to me too!" 

--Massad Ayoob 

....................................... 

COMPETITION 
SHOTGUNS 

The ultimate in 
dependable firepower! 

Tanks Rifle Shop 
offers U.S.P.S.A. 
and 1.P.S.C. 
competition proven 
conversions of: 
•REMINGTON 1100 
•REMINGTON 870 
•BROWNING AUTO 5 
•HKBENELLI 

·For more information, send S31or our 
complete illustrated price list. 

Competition-proven, match grade 
modifications for MIA/M-14 rifles also 
available. Alt work performed by Jon 
Tank, USAMU and Rock Island Armory 
trained specialist. 

P.O. Box 474 
Fremont, NE 68025 
Ph: (402) 727-1317 

M-F 4:00 PM to 8:00 PM CST 

........................••............. 
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H 
1/3 MOON CLIPS 

Use 45 acp ammo m place of 45 auto rim For 
Colt 17, S&W 25 and S&W 55 revolvers 
Allows storage m ammo belts & std boxes 
Reusable mdel1nitely For a FREE sample. 
send a self-addressed. stamped envelope 
(We now make fu ll-moon clips ) 
Clip Prices 25 lor $4 99. 50 for $8 99 ppd 

RANCH PRO DUCTS. PO. Box 145 . Mahma. O HIO 43535 

Now You Can Breakdown and Clean 
your Handgun with Confidence! 

Presenting the Finest Video for the 
complete care f, cleaning of your 
handgun. One tape covers revolvers f, 
auto's, including: 

.22 (ruger), .25, .32, .357 , 9mm, .38, 

.380, .44 f, .45 calibers. 

ONLY 549.95 
Also available: 

" SO YOU WANT TO RELOAD" 
Answers those questions your hand· 
book doesn' t! 

ONLY: 539.95 

Send Chec k o r Money Order - No C.0.D.'s 

Payable to : 

THE COMMANDO'S CONNECTION 
976 W. Foothill Blvd. 
Claremont, CA 91 711 

Add S2 .50 for Postage & Handling 
VHS Format Only 

(Allow 4 week s for delivery) 
Cali forn ia Residents: Add 6 1h% Sales Tax 

45 AUTO COMPENSATORS 
$200.00 INSTALLED 

Budget-Comp 
By 

Practical Pistol Services 
Two Stage Compensato r. not a 
si mple weight, on S.G W stainless 
barre l. 
• Full Service Co lt Auto Gunsmithing 
• Match Grade AR-15 Trigger Work 
•Well Widget Mag Wells* 1 1 /8" 

Wi de Stee l Funnel S30.00 
Practical Pistol Services 

24 1 Wash ington St . 
Meth uen , MA 01844 

(617) 688-4926 
Send SAS.E. fo r Pr ice List 
Dan Sierpina - Pistolsmi th 
·Deale r Inqu iries Invited 

DRAKE'S 
STEEL REACTIVE 

TARGETS 
DRAKE'S PLATES 

Plate table w ith six 8" diameter faces made o f T-1 p late. 
easy-pun mechanism al1oW'S Instant return, disassembles 
for easv storage, made to competition specifications 
or custom plates made to your speci f ications. Bowling 
pin size plates optional. . . . . . . 5395.00 
Extra bowling pin plates of T·1 to flt plate table tset of SlS 90.00 

"PEPPER POPPER" 
42" high 3/ 8" m ild steel wtlh hinged base - made to 
compet it ion specifica t ions - power adJustment - for 
use w ith alt lead plstol bullets. S 89.00 

! ·WAY FLOPPER 
8" shoot plate activates target frames - shoot target 
d isappears an d no shoot target appears - targets flop 
9QO - speed adJustable. S 75.00 

T ARCET ST ANOS 
Angle Iron construction - pockets t o accept firring 
strips on which to staple t argets. S 29.00 

STEEL PLATES 
318" mUd steel plates welded on a r x4-1 / 2" steel base. 

8" Diameter Plates 1set of 61 S 79 .00 
6" Diameter Plates 1set of 61 S 75 .00 
4" Diameter Plates 1set of 61 S 69.00 
eowllng Ptn Plates <Set of SJ S 65.00 

Targets are designed for use wltn all lead CiStOI bullets only. Custom 
elate prices upon request: please send SASE along w ith your 
specifications. send 52.00 for full-color brochure. All sn1cc1ng 
charges collect. CT residents add 7Yi% sates tax. To order, send 
name, full street address mo P.O. boxesJ with check or money order 
to: 

DRAKE'S WELDING SERVICE, INC. 
P.O. Box 8, Stonington, CT 06378 

!203l 535-3915 or 599-2209 
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isher. This is a vibrator, not a tumbler, but 
the results were good using Lyman's Corn 
Cob Recipe dur ing fa irly low-noise over­
nig ht poli shing operations. T he res ults 
seem to have j ustified the delay, because 
when cases a re clean it's easier to detect 
ins ipient cracks , and feed ing in auto­
loaders is defin itely improved. As to the 
medium of c ho ice , I t r ied c ru shed 
nutshell s, white rice, and small chunks of 
Masonite by themselves and in combina­
tion with the co rncob pell ets. one of them 
seemed to work any bette r - and perhaps 

All in all, the Lyman 
combo amounts to a good 
value. The T-Mag is top 
of the line among multi­

station presses. 

not as well - as the corncob pellets . It is, 
however, better to clean and polish cases 
before they're decapped. If you don't , 
you' ll be plucking polishing medium out of 
your primer pockets which, by the way, 
wo n't be co mple te ly c leaned by a ny 
an~ount of vib rating or tumbling. 

T he Turbo 1200, which has a four-quart 
capac ity, sell s fo r $ 144 .95 . It is midline 
between the 600 (three pints , $115 .00) and 
the 3200 (2.2 ga ll ons, $210.00). The 
T-Mag is reta il priced at $129 .95, and 
Lyman dies vary in price accord ing to type. 
T he No. 55 powder measure is $67. 95 , but 
the reservoir tu be is too small fo r lengthy 
reload ing sessions so it's worth going the 
extra $9. 95 fo r the optional 7000-grain res­
ervoir. All in all , the Lyman combo tested 
amounts to good value. The T-Mag is top­
of-the-li ne among mul t i-s tat ion presses. 
Once you've bolted it to your re loading 
bench and found the rhythm of turni ng the 
tu r ret and swinging the hand le, you may be 
a mazed a t how progress ive an o ld-
fas hioned, practical design ..... 
wi ll work fo r you. ~ 

Skeeter Skelton 
Memorial Fund 

America's handgunners mourn the pass ing 
one of our best-known and best-l oved 
shooters, Skeeter Skelton. Skeeter died of 
a lengthy illness after a prolonged hospital 
stay. The staggering medical bills have left 
Skeeter's widow in hard times. Donations 
to help defray hospital expenses may be 
sent to: 

Mrs. Skeeter Skelton 
c/o United New Mex ico 
M imbres Valley Bank 
217 Gold 
Deming, NM 88030 

GUN CASES 
Display - Protection - Security 

Quality-Built cases for many d ifferent size 
weapons. "Old fashioned craftsmanship. " 
Durable, abrasive resistant fini sh, with the 
beau ty of a tex tured Rosewood woodgrai n, 
and fittings all po lished brass. Unique 
"REVERS IBLE MEMORY PADS", in luxuri­
ous Black and vi brant Red , automatically 
mold themselves to custom fit your favo ri te 
weapons . A gasket helps seal out dust and 
moisture. H igh quality key locks, standard : 
combinat ion locks , optional. Brass presen­
tat ion plate included for your engraving . 

Choose a case with dimensions at least 1" 
longer, 1" w ider, and depth more than 
thickest part of weapon . 

INSIDE CASE DIMEN SIONS 
Model 1: Wi dl h l eng th Depth Price Each 

582 5 '. " x 8" 2 'h' ' $ 53 00 
7102 7" x 10" x 2 1;," 62.00 
8123 8 'h' ' x 12" x 3 " 77 00 
81 53 BY>'' x 15 '," x 3 " 88.00 
8183 8 '," x 18 '." x 3 " 97.00 
101 33 10'. " x 13 '·," x 3" 9200 
12 174 12 '. " x 17'h' ' x 3 ·," 116 00 
10244 10'h'' x 24 ' ." x 3J, " 133.00 
13354 13 '!,'' x 35 \lz' x 3 3.:" 186. 00 

OC L-6 Opt ional Combination Lock 15.00 

Add for sh ipp ing and handl ing 

Models 11 592 and 11 7 102 
Model5 119 123 1hru :: 101 3J 
t..1oael5 1112 1; .: thr u 111 33t).: 

PAYMENT : 

SJ 50 each 
5 00 each 
8 00 each 

__ Check or __ Money Order enclosed. 

or Charge: 
___ VISA or MASTERCARD 

Acct. µ : 

Exp. Date: 

Signature ------------­
(Sooy. No CODs. No defayon charge card orders.) 

____ Please send me free descri ptive 
literature. 

Name 

Street 

State Zip Code ___ _ 

WAMCO, INC. , DEPT. AH -5, P.O. BOX 337 
oauossoc, ME 04964 1-soo -221-1415 

(In Maine : 864-3344) 

1Dca1er & Gunsm ith Inquiries In vi ted ) 
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DESERT EAGLE 
Co11ri1111tr! from pagr 56 

wasn't my favorite. One round of that load 
could blast out an LZ for the 3rd Air Cavalry 
if it were fired close enough to the ground. 
Pulling the trigger on one of those cigar sized 
rounds produced one of the largest fireballs 
I've ever seen from a pistol , along with an 
accompanying blast that would do credit to 
an F-14 going through the sound barrier. The 
200 grainer was also healthy, but a little 

The Eagle appears to be a 
well-made firearm. It is a 
massive piece and almost 

too large for me to fire 
comfortably. 

easier on the ears. Recoil with either load was 
a healthy, cushioned push , and not at all 
uncomfortable. 

The Eagle appears to be a well-made fire­
arm. It is a massive piece, and almost too 
large for me to fire comfortably. One shooter 
at our local IPSC club remarked that he 
wished he had a speed holster for it as it was 
the only auto he'd ever found that actually fit 
his hand. This guy's hands are not small. 

For the silhouette game it should do well , 
although I don't believe that many have 

shown up there as yet. It will certainly acquit 
itself well in search of game for those of you 
who reside in states where the use of these 
would be legal . For further information on 
the gun and available accessories, write 
direct to Magnum Research , 7271 
Commerce Circle West, ~ 
Minneapolis, MN 55432. ~ 

TAFFIN TESTS 
Co11ri1111fflfro111 page 31 

was in 1907 , but today it is neither more nor 
less accurate than any other properly 
loaded big bore sixgun cartridge. 

In the past , the .44 Special has not been 
applicable to IHMSA silhouetting as the 
long range turkeys and rams were asking 
just a bit much of the Special. Now with the 
advent of Field Pistol and targets at a max­
imum of 100 meters, my .44 Specials may 
find a new application. 

Just a few years back , the .44 Special 
was readily available. Smith was produc­
ing both blue Model 24's and stainless 
624's, both in 4" and 6 1/2

11 barrel lengths. 
Both Single Actions and New Frontiers 
were available from Colt in barrel lengths 
from 43/4

11 to 7 V2". Now everything has 
been dropped from production except the 
Charter Bulldog. Some Colts and Smiths 
are still floating about, but if the Special is 
not resurrected again , future sixgunners 
are going to miss a whole ...... 
lot of good shooting. ~ 

USP SA 
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"' Jerry Barn hart 
blasting his way to 

the top wi th Springfield 
Armory .4 5 and Safarifand Leather 

Nadonal Championship 
-THE VIDEO-

See Jerry Barnhart win the championship with awesome 
speed and mind boggeling concentration and watch in horror as 
Rob Leatham loses because of ammo problems. 
This 70 minute videotape captures the fast and furious action of 
the 1987 USPSA National Championships. Produced by Lenny 
Magill Productions. the world leader in pistol video programming, 1t 
features slow motion replays, freeze frames . computerized special 
effects and complete narration. Rick Castelow 2nd place, Brian 
Enos 4th , Chip McCormick 5th , Tom Campbell 6th , Frank Gan:ia 
7th, J.M. Plaxco 11 t~ Doug Koenig 12th place, Kerry Lathwell 

Womans World Champion, and Debbie James Womans USPSA Champion are all featured plus many more. 
You can watch and learn from the world 's best. It 's a great way to sharpen your shooting skills. 

WE OFFER THE FINEST PISTOL, SHOTGUN AND MACHINE GUN SHOOTING VIDEOTAPES 
AVAILABLE. CALL TOLL FREE TO ORDER AND FOR YOUR FREE CATALOG. 

ltllAiiORDER MDEO 
1 ·800·942-TAPE 
In CA (619) 569-4000 
-· I V"'4 I •• C.0.D. 

PLUS $3.00 
SHIPPING 
-VHS & Beta-

Send check, money order or credit card numbers to 
7888 Ostrow Street, Suite A. San Diego. CA 92111 
We ship all orders via Special Delivery Two Day Air UPS 

Catch ejected casings 
from automatic handguns 
with the CATCH-ALL brass catcher. 
• saves time & money-eliminates 

searching for lost or scattered brass 
• adjustable strap attaches to right 

hand, allows flexibility 
• no weapon alteration necessary 
• will not obstruct sight picture 
• 2Y. oz. total wt., space-age plastic 

[!/J(!j;fd"4 s24~: 
patent a.pphed for USA 

Place your order today! 
Call Department 206 TOLL FREE 
1-800-824-6853 or (503) 686-9844 in 

Oregon. Visa and MasterCard accepted. 

No Rislc 30-Day Moneybaclc Guarantee 

Catch-All Products. Dept. 206 
P.O. Box 2522. Eugene. OR 97402 

32 H & R MAGNUM (308 & 312) 
Custom options avai l. Swaged in 
weight you want. 25-100 per Box 

·send for Free Literature 

a.,,~=- ·!\lol..-0c Bullet5 ::r-• PO. Box 2810-AH 

Turlock. CA 95380 

ERNIE HILL 
SPEED LEATHER 

"Featuring the new Fender Model 666F. Four 
angle options for perfect gun position. Col t 

Govt. & Comp models: 5 ", 5112 ", 6 ", 6112 ", 7 ". New 
Fender revol ver holsters: 4 ", 6 ", 6 112 ", 7" . 

666UE Std. 1-piece design. 
666F New 2-Piece Fender Model. 
666F S&W K-L-N Stock guns. 
666F S&W K-L-N PPC & Bianchi. 
Single Adj. Pouch. 
Double Mag. Pouch. 3 angles. 
Double Mag. Pouch, Adj . angle. 
Triple Mag. Pouch Fender model. 
Double & Trip le Speed Loader Pouches. 
Comp. Belt. sleel lined w/stitch. 
Umberger Shooter Bags & Pistol Cases . 

CALL 
FOR 
NEW 
PRICES 

24HR. SHIPPING-FREIGHT PAID 
480RIG. 

MAIL CERTIFIED FUNDS WITH ORDER OR 
CALL FOR COD'S. 501-561-3540 OPEN 
EVENINGS FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE TIL 
10pm CST. ASK ABOUT OUR CUSTOM 
GUNSMITH I NG, COMPETITION PROVEN 
WITH 26YRS. EXP. AUTO'S, REVOLVERS, 
RIFLES, & SILHOUETTE. 

HANDGUNS LTD 
909 BENTON ST. 

MANILA, AR 72442 
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THE HEINIE! 
FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 
WRITE 
FOR 
BROCHURE 

RICHARD HEINIE PISTOLSMITH 
821 E. Adams, Havana, IL 62644 
Member American Pistolsmiths Guild 

EXTENDED SAFETY 
Pos1twe safety operatK>n with no fTIOfe 
tumb1es· Roundeo corners eliminate 

snagging on holsters or clothing Simple 
insta"at10n 

COMBAT MAG AZINE 
RELEASE 

s349s 

Sculptured magaz•ne release v.1n not 
snag or release accidentally Designed 
fo1 Bro,-.ning H1-P01·'>Ct and Colt autos 
Easy to install. 1ust dnl al"'d tap one 

hole 

EXTENDED SLIDE RELEASE 
Release slide ,,., thout sh !ting np 
speeds reloading \~hen you ·run dry 
Specially designed for the H1-Pol'.er 

simply replaces standard release 

'3895 

PLEASE NOTE . .. 

Now right or left hand safely ope1a11on 
tor me H,·Pov.er Exclusive design will 
pos1tN~'"Y ht and v.01k Prac11ca1Jy 
mdestructabeand guaranteed against 
brea-.11ge 

WIDE TRIGG ER 
Reduces fe,t trigger pull for betler 
cornrol facH.Js1ve design JS bener 1han 
a tngger shoe v.111 not snag holster on 
draw or mserl10n Simple 1nstal ation 
also e11m1nmes magazine safety 

s349s 

( 
Combines the bes: fe111ures o! all past 
ana present Bro>\n1ng hammers 1n a 
tulty machined heat trea ted hammer 
Short spur design .... 111 not Dito \'.eb of 
hand and is ess prone to snag When 
installed with our spnng kl\ l'.111 reduce 
tr r pull Must be filled by a 
competem gunsrmth 

' 3995 

... -~ s•r 

STAINLESS STEEL 
MAGAZINE 
Genuine s1a·nless steel magazine ,,., 1th 
feed lips custom reshaped to feed 
properly 

s349s 

All prices aie for blued parts. stair.less hmsh IS ava,lable at S10 extra per part 

H1 Powers guaranteed to feed fill types of factory ammo including 
hollow points and Silver tips Please call for details 

Extensive combat modifications are available! Please 
send S3 (S6 outside USA) for our complete catalog . 

TO ORDER 
Send Money Order or Cashiers Check only i.~asterCard Visa orders ,,.,elcomed 
please supp complete card intorma11on Jf'lducmg eYplfation date Sorry no COD 
orders Phone orders accepted 'or creo1t cards only A I orders please add S2 50 
tor UPS in the oontJOCntal US A~ska_ Ha..,a• and Canaaa please add S6 00 per 

order P'ease furn sh sueet address for delfVery 

I CYLINDER & SLIDE SHOP, INC. 
P.O. Box 937 
Fremont, NE 68025 
Ph .: (402) 721-4277 
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Uncle Mike's 
Bandolier Hunting 

Holster 
Uncle Mike's has introduced a new cov­

ered holster that allows the hunter to carry 
medium, large and scoped handguns com­
fortably across the chest fo r quick, easy 
access. 

The new Bandolier Hunting Holster is 
totally different from conventional shoulder 
harnesses. The usual shoulder holster carries 
the gun vertically under the arm , but the new 
Bandolier places the gun comfortably across 
the chest fo r better accessibility and better 
weight distribution. 

Like the fine line of Sidekick holsters from 
Uncle Mike's , the new Bandolier Hunting 
Holster is constructed of a patented Cordura 
nylon laminate that is durable, lightweight 
and waterproof. 

Retail ing for $39 .95 , the Bandolier is 
ava ilable at better sporting goods dealers 
nationwide. Or write fo r a complete color 
catalog to Uncle Mike's, Dept. AH , P.O. Box 
13010, Portland , OR, 97213. Enclose a buck 
for the well- illustrated color catalog. 

CALIFORNIA GRIP 
A BETTER MOUNT FOR BETTER SHOOTERS 

• CAL GRIPS FITS S&W MODEL 
52 AND 39 & 59 SERIES 

$75.00 

• ADJUSTABLE BBL 
WEIGHT (52 ONLY) 

$45.00 
NEW • 1 INCH RING TOP PLATE 
FOR AIMPOINT 2000 & ARMSON OEG 
NO RINGS TO BUY $ 15 EXTRA . 

$75.00 

• S&W MODEL 41 
TOP RAIL MOUNT 
LONG OR SHORT BBL 

$45.00 
RAIL COVERS FRONT . 
AND REAR SIGHTS 

• HIGH STANDARD VICTOR 
TOP RA IL MOUNT 

$45.00 

NEW * CAL G RIP FITS 
RUGER MK I & II 
FITS NEWER SLIDE 
RELEASE MODELS 

Learn How To 
Open Your Own 

Gun Shop 
BE A " GUN PRO" 
-the man other 
men respect when 
it comes to guns. 
You r love of guns and 
shooti ng can be the 
first step toward an 
exciting career. 

BE YOUR OWN 
GUN EXPERT-We 
show you how to buy 
and sell guns ... cus· 
tomize. repai r and 
accurize them ... fit and 
fi nish stocks. Learn all 
about ballistics ... black 
powder ... how to im­
port guns . 

We Show You How 
to Apply for a Federal Firearms License-Buy 
and sell guns. ammunition and accessories while you 
are st ill a student at Nort h American . Start making 
extra cash almost immediately-order guns for others 
on cost-plus basis with no investment . 

First lesson reveals secret that increases 
hunting accuracy. Your friends won"t believe their 
eyes when they see how your shooting improves. A 
simple. easy-to-understand chart included in your first 
lesson gives you new accuracy. 

1·800·228·5300 2Wb~e 
CALL ANYTIME-24 hours a day. 7 days a week. 

No cost. No obligation. No salesman will visit. =-- OR MAIL COUPON TODAY! --­
North American School of Firearms, Dept. NH038 

I 925 Oak Street, Scranton. PA 18508 

I Rush me information telling how I may become a GUN PRO. I 
I No cost No obl igation. No salesman wil l visit you. 

I Name Age _ _ I 
I Address Apt. # __ I 
I City/State/Zip I 
L~~L_i ____________ J 

~ A Subsidiary of National Education Corporation 
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357/44 B & D 
CONVERSIONS 

S&W 27-28-Ruger 357-9mm 
TC Contender-Ruger Red Hawk 

BAIN & DAVIS 
307 E. Valley Blvd. San Gabriel, CA 91776 

818-573-4241or213-283-7449 

$11.50 PLUS $1 .50 POSTAGE & HANDLING 

BRUSHES INCLUDED 
"KEEP 'EM CLEAN ON THE LINE" 
p_p_c_ - 1.P.S.C. - PIN - COMBAT 

94 

Specify model & caliber 
Extra brushes 6 for $3.50 

VISA /MASTERCARD ,,., 
ACCEPTED 

... ~l]iiiiiiii[i,.. 

Available in 45ACP, 38 
Super, and 9mm Luger 

~' ED BROWN 
BROWN'S Gun Shop 
Route 2, Box 29 2 2 
Perry, Mo. 63462 

Phone (314) 565-3261 
M ember American Pistolsmiths Guild 
Send SI .00 for color poster and price li st 

Master Charge & Visa accepted 

How To Reach the 
Shooting Sports 

THE MASTERS 
Roy Jinks, Esq. 
Smith and Wesson 
P. 0. Box 2208 
Springfield, MA 01102 
(413) 781-8300 

STEEL CHALLENGE 
John Madigan, Esq. 
12981 Herrick Ave. 
Sylmar, CA 91324 
(818) 367-4799 

SECOND CHANCE 
Richard Davis, Esq . 
P.O. Box 578 
Central Lake, MI 49622 
(800) 253-7090 

BIANCHI CUP 
Jim Davis, Esq . 
National Rifle Association 
1600 Rhode Island Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20036 
(202) 828-6168 

IPSC (Practical Shooting) 
Dave Stanford, Esq. 
USPSA 
P.O. Box 811 
Sedro Woolley, WA 98284 
(206) 856-2061 

We'll Out-Clean 
Any Bore Cleaner 

OR 

YOUR MONEY BACK 
Clean your firearm 
bore with your 
favorite bore 
cleaner, then 
reclean it with 
Shooter 's Choice 
and see the 
difference ' 

SHOOTER'S' 
CHOICE 

Firearms Bore Cleaner 
We guarantee: bet ter bore c lean ing, improved 

accuracy or your money back. 
For a 1 oz. sa mpl e send $2.00 (P & H) to : 

VENCO INDUSTRIES INC. 
16770 Hilltop Park Place AH-5 

Chagrin Falls, OH 44022 (216)543-8808 

Ask for Shooter's Choice 

•
Patented Do Not Accept Substitutes I 
Rib & Sights for the competi tive shooter. The 1984 & 1987 

ICAMP PERRY NATIONAL PISTOL CHAMPIONSHIPS 1st & 2nd I 
•

place won using 80-MAR's. Also '82, '83 , '_84 & '86 PPC I 
National Championships won with BO-MAR Sights. 

I BO-MAR ~ I 
I World 's Finest Handgun Sights t___j I 
I at affordable prices Serrated blade ® I 
I Route 12. Box 405 Longview . TX 75605 214-7 59-4784 I 

Send stamped self-addressed envelope tor catalog 

•••••••••••••••• 

ACCURIZING 
BUSHING 

Replaces Standa rd TIC Bush ing to Tighten 
Barrel to Frame Lock Up. The Ad1ustable 
Shur-Loe Bushing Improves Accuracy• Reduces 
Headspace • Reduce s Vertical Stringing 
• Easy to Instal l. 

519.95 Pl us Postage & Handling Sl.00 
CARONE RESEARCH 

The CORBIN 
HYDRO-PRESS™ 

Wo r ld 's most 

adva nced press 

f or th e handloade r . 

m akes jackets, 

bu ll ets, re loads, 

lead wire, mo re. 

Th e c h o ice of nearly 

a l l research labs 

and b ul let makers . 

INFORMATION PACK 

VISA / MC WELCOME! 
503-826-5211 

. $1.00 

Oe---• P.O. BOX 2659 

-·~·· WHITE CITY , OR 97503 

KING'S CUSTOM 
HANDGUN ACCESSORIES 

Send $2 00 for our NEW Catalog of Custom Handgun 
Accessories Refundable with first order To order 
call (818) 956-6010. We accept MasterCard /Visa 

•itNGS • KING'S GUN WORKS, INC. 
""'""' 1837W. Glenoaks Blvd. Glendale, CA 91201 
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DAVIS LEATHER 
COMPANY 

THE NEW " CALIFORNIA 
COMPETITIVE EDGE" 

22450-" Calilornia Competitive Edge": 

22450 LC 
LOW CUT 

CALIFORNIA 
COMPETITIVE 

EDGE 

• Heavy gauge full metal 
lining for shape retent ion 

• Low-cut allows faster 
draw 

• The unique 
placement of the 

tension devices 
maintains a 
consistent gun 
position 

• Each holster 
is indiv idually 
pressure 
molded and 
hand fi tted 

The most advanced. state of the art holsters 
offered to meet the rigorous demands of today's 
practical shooting matches. The 22450 can be 
worn in the appendix or c ross -draw positions 
and is also ava ilable in a straight-draw design. 

Models are 
available for: 

o All Colt 
Govt. models 

• compensator 
and long barrels 

o Browning Hi -Power 
o S&W 9mms 
o S&W 645 
• Beretta 92 

22450 
CALIFORNIA 

COMPETITIVE 
EDGE 

PLAIN $72.00 BASKETWEAVE $77.00 

45-ASP ADJUSTABLE 
SINGLE MAG POUCH 

45-AMP / 45-ASP- " Angled Magazine Pouches" : 
Double and si ngle mag. pouches for most autos. 
avai lable in either left or right angles. This 
addition to our product line offers the shooter a 
fu ll range of choices in magazine pouches. 
(Sing le mag. pouch adjustable to three positions.) 

45-AMP PLAIN$27.75 BASKETWEAVE$32 .75 

45-ASP PLAIN $20.50 BASKETWEAVE $23.50 

OTHER COMPETITION PRODUCTS 
AVAILABLE: 

Liberty •Security •Gridley •Concealer 
D.A. Challenger • Wheel Whiz •Plate Master 
Usher International• Usher Low Cut• Realist 
Phoenix• Taylor Omega• Double Mag Pouch 
Single Mag Pouch• Inside Single Mag Pouch 

Speed Loader Pouches • Belts 

3930 VALLEY BLID., #F 
WALNUT, CA 91789 

(714) 598-5620 

ADD 10% SHIPPING & HANDLING ff-7-)j 
CA RESIDENTS ADD 617% SALES TAX 
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Hard To Find Bullets 
MoLoc Bullets offer hard-to-find weights 

and styles in .308 and .312 handgun calibers. 
MoLoc can produce lighter bullets fo r less 
recoil in a variety of jac keted and cast 
configurations. 

Since the ir bull ets are hand swaged , 
custom options are available. 

They also offer 55 to 60 grain rimfire 
jacket .224's for ricochet-free perfo rmance 
and more explosive action. 

For more information. contact MoLoc 
Bullets. PO. Box 2810 , Dept . AH, Turlock. 
CA . 95380. 

S& W K, L and N Frame 
No·Gunsmithing Scope 

Mount 
B- Squ a re a nn o un ces a ne w no ­

gunsmithing scope mount for the Smith and 
Wesson K. L and N frame revolvers. The 
easy to install new mount was designed by a 
computer and then engineered to stay rigidly 
attached to the Smiths even with the hardest 
kicking magnums. 

B-Square's technically supe rior mount 
does not require any drilling. tapping. clamps 
or straps. It is fu lly guaranteed to stay put 
round after round! 

The B-Squa re mo unt has a standard 
mount ing dovetail so any Weaver-type ring 
can be attached fo r conventional scopes of 
the new breed of electronic scopes like the 
Aimpoint and Tascorama. 

The B-Square mounts lists fo r $49 .95 in 
blue fi nish and $59 .95 in stainless fini sh. 

Look fo r the new B-Square mount at bet­
ter gunshops nationwide, or contact B­
Square. PO. Box 11281. Dept. AH. Fort 
Worth. TX . 76110 . 

The Old Timer 
from Kir k pat rick 

Go back in time and re live histo ry of the long 
cattledrives and gunf ights of the 1800's. 

When ordering 
by mail: 
Specily waist 
me. gun 
make. bbl. 
length & 
ca liber. 
Texas 
residents 
Sales Tax. 

Belt double ply 
leather . nylon 
stitched . with 24 
bullet loops. 
Holster hand· 
creased. ha s leg 
and hammer tie 
downs. 100% 
American made. 

Rogers Holsters-
Steel Challenge 6" .Brown $52.20 

Combat Assault Colt 45. .Brown $56.56 
Cup Challenge Slab barrel 6" . . . . . .. $56.56 
Double Mag pouch . . . . . .Brown $17.95 
Idaho Reloader Adj .Brown $12.95 
Rogers Comp. Belt W/Buckle . .... Brown $37.45 
E-Z Loader . . . . . . . . . . . .... $ 6.25 
Nyland Bushing Wrench Colt 45 ........ $ 2.75 
Safa riland Loader Holder ........ Brown $14.35 
(Model 333 -Specify Kor L Frame) 
Safariland Comp II Speedloader . . . . . . .$ 5.55 
(Colt P/S&W L-Frame/S&W K-Frame) 
Wi lson Rogers Match Mag 7 Rd. SS . 
PACHMAYR 

.$20.35 

Gripper Professional S&W KIL Frame .. . $14.40 
Sig Grips Colt 45 . . $1 5.20 
Bumper Kit 45. . . . . $ 9.90 
Slide Stop 45 . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $25. 60 
Thumb Guard .... . . $12.15 
45 Magazines . . . . . . . .. $15. 65 
Main Spring Housing . $ 9.60 

We accept MasterCard. Vi sa, Cashier's Checks or 
Money Orders. Include $3.50 for Shipping and Han­
dling fees. (VA. residents add 4.5% Sales Tax.) 
Phone Orders 9:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m .. Mon.-Fri. EST. Card 
use rs please include card number, Exp. Date, Si gnature 
& Phone No. 

GUNSLINGER SHOOTING & POLICE SUPPLIES 
P.O. Box 249 

Gate City, VA. 24251 

(703) 386-3321 

H 
I ha ve 40 yea rs ex pe r il~ n ce re pairing a nd bu ildi ng a ll types o f spo rt ing 
fi n-!a rms. Com pi e !!~ fa c iliti es for th e type of wo rk tha t is req ui red . 

Combat • Pin shootin g • Target • Silhouet te 

COLT FACTO RY WA RR ANTEE SE RVICE CENTER 
I !!C l I STANDARD SPEC IALI ST - ALL MODELS 
SMITH & WESSON REVOLVER IMPROVEMENTS 

:\ one ma n shop tha t ca res. a nd a shoote r w ho kn ows w ha t th e se rious 
shootP. r want s. Sa ti sfacti on Assured . Price Lis t $1.00 . 

CAMPBELL H . IRWIN GUNSMITH 
l la rt land Bl vd .. East Hart la nd . Conn . 

'fo l (203) fi53 -3901 Zi p Ofi027 
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NO ASSEMBLY 
REQUIRED.* 

*The 1988 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER Annual 
comes fully assembled and ready to read right out 
of the box. 

Inside this giant annual edition of AMERICAN 
HANDGUNNER is a collection of BRAND NEW features 
that add up to the most exciting handgun reading of 
the year. 

Here's a look at what you 'll get in the '88 
AMERICAN HANDGUNNER Annual : 
·THE SWISS AT-84 9mm AUTO PISTOL-A detailed 
report and stunning photographic essay guaranteed 
to make your mouth water all the way to the gun store. 
• THREE HANDGUNS FOR AFRICA-Massad Ayoob 
takes his 10-year-old daughter and HANDGUNNER's 
editor on safari into the bush of darkest Africa . You'll 
get a detailed account of the adventure and what 
three handguns they choose for protection. 
·ASKINS-Colonel Charles Askins recalls his rough 
and tumble days in the U.S. Border Patrol. 
·HIP HOLSTERS-Massad Ayoob draws on his 27 years 
in carrying a concealed handgun for self-defense to 
tell you the best hip holsters for "packing a piece': 

• 

Also in the '88 Annual-Ruger's BIG BAD .44 Mag­
num, Police handgun training, new handguns for 
1988, the truth about Chronographs and tips on how 
NOT to cast bullets. 

Get all this and much more 
in the "fully assembled" 

1988 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER Annual. 
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THE CASE OF THE 
"NEWSSTAND NEUROTIC." 

10:67 a.m. 

Suspect enters Bill's Books & Magazines 
on 5th and Main and immediately pro­
ceeds to magazine rack where he picks 
up the last copy of GUNS Magazine. 

11:03 a.m. 

Two unidentified males enter store,also 
proceeding directly to magazine rack. 
Suspect nervously peers over shoulder, 
obviously disturbed by their arrival. 

11:04 a.m. 

Witness sees one of the unidentified 
males reach for magazine rack. Suspect 
obviously mistakes sudden movement 
for an attempt on his copy of GUNS. Sus­
pect reacts by assaulting both men with 
a rolled up magazine. 

11:16 a.m. 

Suspect flees the scene and is quickly 
arrested for needlessly magazine 
whipping two innocent fishing 
enthusiasts. 

12:43p.m. 

Suspect confesses to criminal acts. 
His reason? Nothing was going to 
come between him and the only 
magazine he trusted for the latest gun 
and shooting sport information. 
He wanted the facts . . . just the facts. 
He wanted GUNS Magazine. 

l:OSp.m. 

Suspect is released on his own recog­
nizance promising to never frequent 
newsstands again and agreeing to sub­
scribe to GUNS instead. 

au• 

f~ASE I~OJ.J.Olf UI•: 

1 month later, suspect seen sharing his sub­
scription copy of GUNS with two unidentified 
gun enthusiasts-proof positive that GUNS 
subscribers get the facts every month. 

f:~ASE f~J.OSEn. 

Avoid the newsstand neurotics. Use the adjoining order card 
or write to P.O. Box 85201, San Diego, CA 92138 to order your 
own subscription to GUNS Magazine toda,yl 



METAL 
FINISHING PRODUCTS 

Buffers, Belt Grinders, Band 
Saws, Buffs, Compounds, Abrasive 

Belts, Micarta, Exotic Woods, Books , 
Blades , Rivets, Pinning Materials, Bar 
Stock, K & G Bluing Salts, Ivory , 440C 

and Turkish Damascus . 

P.O. Box 13522 
Arlington, TX 76013 
Phone 817/274-1282 

KNIFE & GUN 
FINISHING SUPPLIES 

ALLOW 12 TO 16 WEE KS FO R DE LI VERY 

- lh&teet 
• GUN SAFES 
• HOME SAFES 
• FIRE SAFES 
• GOLDENROD 

DEHUMIDIFIERS 

GUARANTEED 
LOWEST PRICE! 

1-800-222-7233 
A. G. ENGLISH, INC. 

708 S. 12th St. 
Broken Arrow, Ok. 74012 
OK (918) 251-3399 

• Cocked & Locked or 
Hammer Down Carry w/ 
Anti-Grab Thumbsnap 

• Carries !IKlllJilHll 
!ll!!U °"' c.mo Gea• 

0. U- A Tu•. A TRUE URBAN. DESERT, 
FQREST o• TROPICAL~ 

Linod In Glove leathec only $89.95 
Available In Ruddy-8rown plus 5% S&H 

color or N~e-Black" Foreign Add 25% Dealers Send 
ft-H nd Shooters- NO EXTRA CHARGE FFL Plus $3.00 
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Send Check, M.O .• 
VISA OR MC TO: 

ClffiE BARON LEATHER CO. 
P.O. BOX 100724 Dept. AH-5 
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78201 

I t was only a matter of time until one of the 
better optics manufacturers decided to get 

into handgun scopes. I've been anxiously 
awaiting the arrival of the Bausch & Lomb 
2 x and 4 x handgun scopes since last year. 
These two new offerings from B&L are des­
tined to be classed as the "Cadillacs of Pistol 
Scopes." 

By Mike Barach 

Upon receiving the two test samples, I 
showed them no mercy. After unpacking 
them, they were immediately immersed in 
hot water, with the turret caps off, to check 
for leaks, with no sign of water seeping into 
either tube, I dried them off and placed both 
in the freezer for approximately one-half 
hour. After the deep freeze routine, they 
were hauled back out into 72° room tem­
perature to check for fogging. No problem 
here either. 

With that accomplished, they were ready 
to mount on a couple of handguns - which I'll 
discuss in a bit - but first some discussion on 
the features of these two excellent scopes. 

Actual magnification of a scope differs 
from one company to another. What it says 
isn't necessarily what it is. The Bausch & 
Lomb scopes' actual magnification is as 
described: 2 x and 4 x . Both feature one­
piece tubes for the utmost in strength . They 
also have the same eye relief of 10-20 inches, 
overall length of 8.4" , and click values of 1/4 " 
at 100 yards. 

The maximum adjustment range of both 
windage and elevation is ± 65 inches for the 
2 x , while 40 inches for the 4 x .. The field of 
view at 100 yards is 22.4 feet for the 2 x and 
15 feet on the 4 x . Technically, the weights of 
the two scopes differ by a third of an ounce, 
but we'll call it 7 ounces for both. 

The B&Ls use hard surfaced , multi­
coated optics for maximum light transmis­
sion. The objective lens on the 4 x is 28mm, 
whle a straight 1" (20mm) is on the 2 x . At 
the rear of the scope the eyepiece is fully 
adjustable for proper focusing of the reticle. 
Crosshairs are of the Multi-X design only, but 
offer a good distinction between the thicker 
and thinner posts. At the present time, only 
the black satin finish will be available, but I 
suspect that a silver satin finish will be intro­
duced sometime in the future. 

The B&L 2 x was mounted on a Mag-Na­
Port custom Ruger Redhawk .44 Mag. using 
the integral ring mounting system. The 4 x 
was mounted on a 14" TIC Contender barrel 
chambered for the .35 Remington cartridge, 
using Weaver/Omark one-inch scope rings 
and base. After zeroing-in at 50 yards, both 
were tested for their ability to return to the 
original point of impact by walking the group 
around the target and coming back to dead­
center. The first move was 20 clicks up and 
right, then another 20 left, and so-on. Both of 
the B&L handgun scopes exhibit excellent 
repeatability. 

Looking through them offers a clear, 
bright field of view, with no notable distor­
tions, even to the outer limits of the lens 
circumference. The 2 x is set to be parallax­
free at 50 yards, while the 4 x scope is 
parallax-free at 100 yards. I could detect no 
movement of the reticle against the target in 
the test samples. Naturally, at any other dis­
tance you wiII note some parallax , but don't 
be overly concerned as its effect on point of 
impact is negligible closer-in and might only 
amount to an inch or so at 250 yards. At long 
range, if your needs are more stringent, youtl 
better go with a handgun scope offering a 
parallax-adjustable objective lens. For the 
majority of handgun hunting, these Bausch & 
Lomb handgun scopes will by far outper­
form even the most proficient and demanding 
hand gunners. 

Naturally, the B&Ls carry a lifetime war­
ranty. Suggested retail of the 2 x is $239.95 , 
while the 4 x goes for $249.95. See them at 
your local gunshop or for a catalog write: 
Don Robertson, Bushnell , Dept. AH , 
300 N. Lone Hill Ave., San ..... 
Dimas, CA , 91773. "' 
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AYOOB, READERS TEAM UP TO 
BATTLE FOR ARMED CITIZEN 
By AH Sta.ff 

On November 24 , 1984, Mark Branham 
heard shot s in the woods be­

hind his home on Hootowl Mountain in 
Grundy, Va . It was night and Branham, an 
ex-cop who was now a security sergeant , 
took his Smith & Wesson Model 19 service 
revolver and a flashlight and went to inves­
tigate. Branham, 28 , was a gun enthusiast 
and NRA member. 

On the hillside he discovered his neigh­
bor, Burton Owens, with a stray cat Owens 
had shot. When he asked the man why he'd 
shot the animal Owens, whose .18 % blood 
a lcohol content made him more than 
legally drunk , became abusive . A s 
Branham turned to leave, Owens struck 
him on the head with the miner's lantern he 
was carrying. 

The two rolled down the hillside, strug­
gling. Owens smashed Branham several 
more times on the skull , causing more than 
50 stitches worth of lacerations , and 
Branham tried to fight him off by striking 
Owens on the head with the barrel of his 
own .357 Magnum. 

When Owens snarled "You sonofabitch , 
1'11 kill you! " Branham jerked his gun out of 
Owens' grasp and fired one shot , killing his 
assailant instantly. The loaded .38 Special 
revolver that Owens was armed with fell to 
his feet as he collapsed. Mark Branham , 
dazed by post-concussion syndrome, stag­
gered down the hill to his sister's home, 
where he called the sheriff and the 
paramedics. 

Branham's case was brought before a 
local judge, who ruled that there was no 
probable cause to believe anything other 
than self-defense. However, the fam ily of 
the dead man hired a spec ial prosecutor, 
who pursued an indictment and brought the 
case to trial. 

In August of 1985 , Branham faced a jury 
that, due to an anomaly of law, included a 
friend , a relative, and a co-worker of the 
deceased. Even this j ury refused to find 
him gu ilty of second degree murder as 
charged, instead coming in with a verdict 
of involuntary manslaughter. This verd ict 
was overturned by the State Court of 
Appeals in February, 1987 on the grounds 
that photographs of Branham's injuries had 
not been admitted into evidence. On 
November 24, 1987, three years to the day 
after the shooting, the case went to the jury 
again . This jury hopelessly deadlocked. 

The prosecutors have stated that , as Vir­
ginia law allows, they wi ll try Branham a 
third time. 

I n both j u ry trials, B ra nham was 
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defended by Honaker attorney Eugene 
Compton. Too proud to declare himself 
indigent , Branham, who has been unem­
ployed since the shooting , scraped up 
$5 ,000 to pay his lawyer. Compton was 
assisted by Massad Ayoob, a well known 
court expert on self-defense shootings who 
was so outraged at the situatio n that he took 
the case for free, paying his own expenses. 

As the young armed citizen faces his 
third jury trial and his fourth time before 
the judicial bench, his lawyer comments, 
"It's an overwhelming situation . We have 
no funds , and are up against the unlimited 
resources of the Commonwealth of Vir­
ginia , which through two trials has brought 
in four paid experts each time, often flying 
them in from Roanoke by State Police 
plane. In the first trial , there were four 
prosecution attorneys to the one defense 
attorney, two to one in the second trial. In 
each trial, there were four state's experts to 
the defense's one. I would estimate that 
more than $100 ,000 of the Common­
wealth's tax dollars has been spent in the 
fruitless effort to send Mark Branham to 
prison for what is clearly a self-defense 
shooting. The defense has spent about 
$8 ,500. Of that, $2,500 came from the 
Mark Branham Defense Fund established 
through the Second Amendment Founda­
tion. The defense team desperately needs 
funds to pay for the transcr ipt of the last 
trial and prepare for the final one, sched­
uled fo r early spring of 1988." 

Massad Ayoob added, "There is not a 
shred of evidence to indicate anything but 
that Branham fired in self-defense. Every 
bit of fact evidence supports his claim; he 
was clearly fac ing a violent drunk, armed 
with a gun and a club, suffered permanent 
head injury when he tried to subdue the 
man with the gun barrel instead of shooting 
him , and fired at the end when there was no 
choice. Even with a better than 10 to 1 
financ ia l advantage, the Commonwealth 
has been unable to honestly convict him." 

Contributions may be sent to the Mark 
Branham Defense Fund , PO. Box 1450, 
Honaker, VA 24260-1450. The $2 ,500 
already contributed by gun owners paid for 
the appellate brief that kept Branham from 
going to prison after ..... 
the first trial. ~ 

For further information, contact: 
Atty. Eugene Compton (703) 873-6858 

or 
Massad Ayoob (603) 224-6814 

S9.95 plus $3.00 postage and handling. 
Michigan residents add 4% safes tax. 
BOB KRIEGER, GUNSMITH 

2271 Star Court H.G. •Auburn Hts., Ml 48057 , 
(313) 853-6171 

TYLER'S "T" GRIP 
BEITE R SHOO TING ........... . 
w ilh th is improved 
cast A luminum Grip 
A DA PTOR. For Colt, 
S & W ond Ruger D.A. 
Revolvers . DURABLE, PRAC­
TICAL- EASY TO INSTALL. 
THREE ATTRACTI VE FINI SH CO LORS . 
POLISHED or SLACK $6.00; GOLD $6.50 

TYLER'S TRIGGER SHOE 
Du rable light wei ght ca st a lum inum for Colts, S & W 
Ruger a nd other modern p istol s, rif les and shotg un s. 
POLISHED or SLACK $, .50; GOLD FINISH $5.00 
AT YOUR FA VO RITE DEALER OR O RDE R DIRECT. Send 
make & model o f gun. No C.O .D. 's p lease. Add $1 .00 
for Sh ipp ing Charge s. Fu lly G ua ran teed . Genuine 
Stag-Wood & Synthe tic Gun Grips & Accessories . 

Buck Kn ives-Ha nd·made Leather Holsters & Be lts . 

New! IVOREX® GUN GRIPS 
MELVIN TYLER MFG . AND DIST. 

1326 w. Britton Rd . • Oklahoma City , Okla . 73114 
Call to ll tree 800·654·8415 Outs ide Oklahoma 

REVOLVERS e AUTOMATICS 

Precision Weapons 
Require Precision 

Repair Tools! 

Precision Specialties 
manufactures the tools you 
need to keep your Smith & 

Wesson handguns at their finest. 
Send $1 .00 for current catalog. 

I LI 'I 

PRECISION •: ~ 
SPECIALTIES . ~RECJSl0"1 

131 Hendom Drive, f-'1 
Feeding Hills, MA t;ir\- PEC!ALT!>:5 

01030 
Member American Pistolsmiths Guild 
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ACCESSORIES 

IF YOU TAKE UFE SERIOUSLY ... peruse our Procurement 
Index featuring specialty equipment used by professionals 
worldwide. Concealment holsters, electronics, disguised and 
unconventional weaponry from under $20.00 to over 
$2,000.00. The catalog is $3.00 from: A.S.P., Box 18595/ AH, 
Atlanta, GA 30326. 

Concealed Weapon License Identification Badge. Finest qual­
ity, made to order with your license number. Free brochure. 
Seven Seas, POB 3906, Dept. 45, Apollo Beach, FL 33570. Ph. 
813-645-2621. 

TRIAD HORIZONTAL SHOULDER SYSTEM for large 
frames, 45/9mm autos. Dual harness, twin off-side magazine 
c3.rrier. Handcrafted of genuine black leather. On ly 
$54.9S + HJS, COD, Visa/Mastercard. ORDERS ONLY 1-
800-284-7080. Noon-6pm EST inquires 716/282-7080. 

ARMOR VAULT GUN VAULTS buy direct from mfg. call 
or write for free brochure 405-634-2841. 729 S.E. 29th, Okla. 
City, Okla. 73129. 

ADJUSTABLE SIGHT SPECIAL $79.00. Colt Government 
Model, Auw Ordnance, Springfield Armory, Etc. Your choice, 
Wichita Target, Wichita Combat or Bo-Mar BMCS. Slide pre­
cision milled for low mount installation and hot re-blued, 
Your choice, ramp or glare free post front sight installed. Also, 
Ejection Port lowered and flared, $18.00. $4.00 shipping and 
handling. Call or write for shipping date. GUARDIAN AR­
MORY, 6070 Bailey Ave., Twentynine Palms, CA 92277. 619-
367-7625. 

MARKOTRONICS TARGET CONTROL, (U.S. Patent), a 
realistic training tool for defense shooting. Targets are called 
up by light signals visible in broad daylight (Lamps specified, 
but not normally supplied). No wiring of targets; can be used 

:~t ~j:11~Fo;~.;t~ili~~·1o:~bi! ~~~g~i~0b~ili_:ne~~: 
counter. Features 1 t.o 10 target participation, timed or ran­
dom appearances of up to 100 times, friend/foe decision and 
simulated running target. Powered by 12 volt car battery. 
Teaches wide angle alertness. Ideal for police, swat teams, gun 
clubs. Price $2,960.00. Write for brochure. H. Reimann, Mar­
kotronics, 4976 Windsor Rd., Sandswn, VA 231SO. 

M1911 auto shooters! We manufacture a no gunsmithing 
shim that takes out side play between frame _and slide, $4.00 
PPD. Cuswm Knives & Guns, 23-7th Ave. NE, Pelican Rap­
ids, MN 56S72. 

PEPPER POPPERS: $79.9S each. Free Standing 8" STEEL 
PLATES, $14.95 each. All quality %" construction. Shipped 
freight collect. Write for additional information and quantity 
prices. LaGrange County Rod and Gun, 121 North Main St., 
Topeka, IN 46571. 

AMMUNITION 

EXCALIBER WAX PELLETS, for .38 spl. , 9 mm Luger, .380, 
.41 mag., .44 mag. , .45 L.C., .45 acp. Inexpensive practice ap­
proximately lh velocity of factory ammo. No ricochetting, no 
reloading tools, no gun powder, uses shotgun primers only. 
100 pellet sampler w/6 reusable cases $5.00. Special weapons 
catalogue $1.00. M & M ENTERPRISES, Box 64 AHG, Island 
Lake, IL 60042. 

Save $$$$ on all your ammunition, cleaning kits and acces­
sory needs. For a FREE catalog send us your printed name 
and address and the following SIGNED statement. My date 
of birth is ( 

YOUR QUEST FOR THE ULTIMATE IN HARD CAST 
PISTOL BULLETS ENDS HERE. BEFORE YOU lN­
VEST IN ANOTHER BOX OF BULLETS, SEND FOR FREE 
PRICE LIST/FACT SHEET. PRECISION CONPONENTS, 
lNC., NEW ROUTE S5, DEPT. AHM, P.O. BOX 337, PAWL­
ING, NY 12564. 

SA VE UP TO 50"k. New law allows direct ammunition sales. 
All types available. Free details. Atlanta Discount Ammo, 
Dept. 0, Box 627, Norcross, GA 30091. 

PRE-PAID TO YOUR DOOR, CAST BULLETS, ANY 
QUANTITY WHOLESALE SEND FOR BROCHURE BUL­
LET EXCHANGE, BX 2975, CAMARILLO, CA 93010. 

BOOKS 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, latest piswl carrying, purchasing, 
etc., regulations for all states and FEDERAL GUN LAWS. 
Both booklets $S.00. POLICE EQUIPMENT CATALOG 
$2.00. Schlesinger, Department E., P.O. Box 882, New York, 
NY 101SO. 
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Classified ads $.75 per word per insertion. ($.60 per word-per insertion for 3 or more) including 
name and address (20 word minimum). Minimum charge $15.00. Copy and rerun orders must be 
accompanied by PAYMENT IN ADVANCE. NO AGENCY DISCOUNTS. All ads must be received 
with advance payment no later than the 15th of each month. Example: Closing for Jul/Aug 1988 
issue (on sale May 1) is March 15th. Ads received after closing will appear in the following issue. 
Please type or print clearly. PLEASE NOTE*** NO PROOFS WILL BE FURNISHED. Include 
name, address, post office, zip code, city and state as counted words. Abbreviations count as one 
word each. Mail to AMERICAN HANDGUNNER MAGAZINE, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, 
San Diego, California 92108. 

OUT-OF-PRINT Books Found. Send Wants. LARGE CATA­
LOGUE $1.00; Booklook, SJAC Maple Ave., Warwick, N.Y. 
10990. 

lN THE GRAVEST EXTREME by Massad Ayoob. How and 
when to use a gun, authoritatively writt.en by an active duty 
policeman. For your copy, send $7.95 (includes postage) w: 
GUNS BOOKS/Dept.GE-H05, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 
200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

NO SECOND PLACE WINNER By Bill Jordan. A fascinat­
ing book about gun fighting and the equipment w use, from 
loads w leather. $8.50 + $I .SO post. GUNS BOOKS/Dept.NS. 
HOS, S91 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 
92108. 

SHOOT A HANDGUN reveals the expert's way w use your 
handguns safely, effectively and within the law. Learn how 
and where to shoot, firearms responsibility, what ammunition 
to purchase, and more. Special chapter on defensive pistol 
shooting, plus a glossary of handgun terms. Only $9.95 post­
paid. GUNS BOOKS Dept.SH-HOS, S91 Camino de la Reina, 
Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

Shooting by Edward Matunas. Learn how w become an expert 
marksman with rifle, shotgun, handgun, muzzleloader and 
bow. You'll get tips on selecting the proper weapon and acces­
sories, and be provided with a detailed course in ballistics. For 
your copy, send $33.95 (includes postage) w: GUNS BOOKS, 
Dept. SG-H05, S91 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, 
CA 92108. 

1988 GUNS ANNUAL AVAILABLE NOW! All new articles 
showcasin~:''The Para-Ordnance Model 85: fully automatic 
and legal.' ,"Hi~h-Tech Team Steyr Aug and H & K P7.","'The 
Shotgun Scene ,"Ruger's .30 Magnum revolvers", Insight on 
Aussie Assault Rifles, Plus"New Guns for 1988" and Old-Time 
Sixgun Stunts, Just $4.9S postpaid WHILE SUPPLIES 
LAST. GUN ANNUAL, Dept. GA-HOS,PO Box 1602S, San 
Diego, CA 92116. 

1988 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER ANNUAL. This year's 
exciting look at handguns. Includes: Massad Ayoob's"Get 
Hip," the"lnsider Swry" on police piswls, Col. Charles Askins 
on gunfighting on the Rio Grande, and much more. Send $4.95 
postpaid w: HANDGUNNER ANNUAL, Dept. HGA-H05, 
591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

THE 1987 GUNS ANNUAL IS STILL AVAILABLE!! Arti­
cles showcasing:'"rhe Glock Strikes","Yesterday's Military 
. 22's", Derringer's Steyr Model 1912 and the Great Gun Trivia 
Quiz. Airguns ,"Pra ctical Knife Handles" a nd"the Truth 
About Dry Firing". Plus how"You Can Shoot PPC: Just $4.95 
postpaid: GUNS ANNUAL, Dept. GA-HOS, PO Box 16025, 
San Diego, CA 92116. GET YOUR COPY WHILE SUPPLIES 
LAST. 

FIREWORKS - Jeff Cooper's entertaining blend of essay and 
fiction, including observations on violence in America, terror­
ism, hunting on three continents, the proper mental condi­
tioning for combat , and much more. Hardcover edition only 
$16.95 postpaid. Send check w: GUNS Books, Dept. FWH-OS, 
PO Box 8S201 , San Diego, CA 92138. 

1987 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER ANNUAL. The year's 
most exciting look at th e handgun field. lnclud­
ing:"Piswlsmith Profile" -"Springfield Armory Forges Ahead" 
plus test reports and more! Only $4.95 postpaid. HANDGUN­
NER ANNUAL, Dept. HGA-HOS, 591 Camino de la Reina, 
Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

MASTER TIPS By Jon Winokur The best shooters in the 
business teach you step-by-step mastery of the techniques 
that made them winners. For your copy, Send $13.9S (includes 
postage) w: GUNS BOOKS, Dept. MT-HOS, S91 Camino de la 
Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

NEW CATALOG every two months! Get the best new books 
on weaponry, revenge and dozens of other subjects! For 50 
page catalog detailing over 300 titles send $1.00 w: PALADIN 
PRESS, P.O. BOX 1307-MAC, Boulder, Colorado 80306, 
(303)443-72SO. 

SHERWOOD'S CATALOG OF GUN PARTS, ACCESSO­
RIES, AMMUNITION, GOVERNMENT SURPLUS AND 
MUCH MORE. WHEN IN LOS ANGELES AREA, VISIT 
OUR 4,000 SQ. FT. SHOWROOM. SEND $1TO:18714 PAR­
THENIA STREET, NORTHRIDGE, CA 91324. 

DEADLY BREW: ADVANCED IMPROVISED EXPLO­
SIVES--by Seymour Leeker. From the author of Imfrovised 
Explosives, learn how to combine common industria chemi­
cals with acids in new advanced explosive designs. 5-ll'lxS-11'2, 
softcover, illus., 64pp. Send $11.00ppd w: PALADlN PRESS, 
P.O. Box 1307-8AAK, Boulder, Colorado 80306. (303)443-
7250. 

FREE"Founding Fathers Bicentennia l of the U.S. Constitu­
tion Booklet of Gun Quotes" Send SASE Ui: Second Amend­
ment Foundation, Dept. AH, 12500 N.E. Tenth Place, Belle­
vue, WA 9800S. 

MILITARY BOOK SOCIETY: Information that could save 
your life! From Artillery, fireworks, survival, subversive and 
covert operations to weapons. How to order and save $$$ -
Cash OK. Send only $9.95 w: David Scott Co., 11 lS Peach St., 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401, Department M. Please indicate if 
you wish w be a member of the Military Book Society mailing 
files! 

SELF DEFENSE AND STREET FIGHTING, proven 
methods, written by a former Viet Nam vet, Police Officer, 
Narcotics Agent, Bounty Hunter and Body guard of notables. 
$4.00 includes postage. Send w: MICHAEL'S DESIGNS, 1973 
N. NELLIS #219, LAS VEGAS, NEV ADA 8911S. 

FAST SURVIVAL REFERENCE: Condensed survival in­
formation in booklet form. Small enough for shirt pocket, wal­
let or purse. Send $2.00 and SASE w: Western Concepts De­
sign, 4320-196th SW, Suite Bl46-AH, Lynnwood, WA 98036. 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 

You can sell thousands of people a product for $5.00 that costs 
you pennies to produce and mail. Information, send L.S.A.S.E. 
w: Rt. 2 Box 88, Richfield, NC 28137. 

INVENTORS! Call the Innovation Center in WashingUin, 
DC for free information-- 1-800-257-7880, in Canada 1-800-
443-2806. 

BECOME A LICENSED FIREARMS DEALER! Official 
forms, lat.est BATF instructions. Wholesale sources. License 
guaranteed or full refund' $S.00. Monarch, Box 1614-EM, El 
Mirage, AZ 85335. 

BECOME FEDERALLY LICENSED FIREARMS DEALER! 
Complete forms/instructions $S.00."Starting Your Own Gun 
Business" (packed with information for your success) $4.95. 
License b'Uaranteed or fu ll refund' All above $7.95. Metro, 
Drawer 2267-SC, Sun City, AZ 85372. 

BECOME A GUN DEALER -Professionally Prepared kit in­
cludes Official Forms, covers Licensing, Purchasing, Records­
-EVERYTHlNG! Lists HUNDREDS of Top Wholesalers. 
GUARANTEED! $4.95: BUSINESS CONSULTANTS, P.O. 
Box 1232-H, Unionwwn, PA 1S401. 

PRIVATE SECURITY PAYS! Guards/patrolmen needed 
everywhere. Start your own agency with our step-by-step 
manual. $6.95. SecuriTech-H, Box C, Vashon, WashingUin 
98070 . 

MAIL ORDER FORTUNE! Join other successful entrepre­
neurs. Booklet Guaranteed $3. Richman Associates, Box 
162123, Fort Worth, TX 76162-2123. 

GET PAID for reading books! Write: Ace-YY, 161 Lincoln 
Way, North Aurora, IL 60S42. 

Licensed Firearms Dealer Application Kit. $5.00 Free ID 
Card and Wall Certificate. Interstate Enterprises, Drawer 
19689-AH, Houswn, TX 77224. 

HOW TO MAKE MONEY MAKING/SELLING LEAD 
BULLETS. No more job lay-off worries! No Experience 
Needed. $1,500 month part-time, $50,000 year possible. Set­
ting Up Operation ... Equipment... Supply Sources .. . The Tree 
MAjor Markets ... Increasing Sales ... Much More. $12.00: 
Richard Sitz,Box 453-A, Cedarvi lle, Michigan 49719. 

COLLECTORS 

FREE CATALOG - Military collectables, survival and 
camping, Army-Navy surplus, Nazi regalia, flags and weap­
ons. Send S-$.22 stamps postage. AMMO DUMP, 2607 Hen­
nepin #444, Minneapolis, MN 55408. 

BE A BETTER NINJA! Rush $1.00 for full Martial Arts 
Catalog. E-2 Does it Co., Box20891, N.Y., N.Y 10023. 

EMBLEMS & INSIGNIA 

CUSTOM EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS-DECALS-PINS. 
Free catalog/Quotes. Highest Quality. Guaranteed Lowest 
Prices. Rush Sketch. STADRIAH, 61 Jane Street. N.Y.C. 
10014. (212)929-2293. 

CUSTOM EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS-DECALS-PINS 
Free catalog/Quotes. Highest Quality. Guaranteed Lowest 
Prices. Rush Sketch. STADRIAH, 61 Jane Street. N.Y.C. 
10014. (212)929-2293. 

"GENUINE AMERICAN AND FOREIGN MILITARY MED­
ALS!" WWII, Korea, Vietnam, Ribbons, Badges. Handsome 
Display Cases. Guaranteed! Manual,"How w claim Medals 
Free from Government! " Illustrated Catalog $1.00. 
Write"MEDALS", 8893LA Pendelton , Indianapolis , IN 
46226. 
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FIREWORKS 

Salutes and Cannon crackers home made. The Best! Simple 
easy method, my secrets revealed. Details; Browns Diversi­
fied, POB 6, Paragon, Indiana 46166. 

FIREWORKS, COLORED SMOKE DYES, ROCKET CAST­
ING, CANNON FUSES,etc. for signaling or survival applica­
tions. Catalog $1.00. NorStarr, Box 5585, Pocatello, Idaho 
83202. 

FIREWORKS-Looking for information? All kinds of technical 
reports and manufacture manuals avai lable. Send $.25 for 
complete listing. RSA, Box 146, Willow Grove, PA 19090. 

FIRECRACKERS, 80/16's $6.00 BRICK, BO'ITLE ROCK­
ETS GROSS $2.50, ROMAN CANDLES 10 BALL $4.50 
DOZEN, JUMPING JACKS $2.00 GROSS, ONLY SOME OF 
OUR SAMPLE PRICES. ALL PRE-PAID. NIGHT AERIAL 
SHELLS, 61 SHOT REPEATERS, SKY ROCKETS, AND 
MANY MORE ITEMS TOO NUMEROUS TO MENTION 
HERE. MANY NEW AND UN-USUAL ITEMS. ALL CAN 
BE SEEN IN OUR COLORFUL ILLUSTRATED CATALOG 
BY SENDING $1.00 TO: A&W SALES, P .O . BOX 1, 
MUNCY, PA 17756. B; offer void where prohibited. 

r'IREWORKS: Fun, safe, top quality, lowest prices, catalog 
$1.00: WESTSHORE FIREWORKS INC., 6641 E. Dewey 
AH8, Fountain, Mich . 49410. 

FOR SALE 

HUNTING OR MILITARY INTERESTS? HUNDREDS OF 
OFFERS. FREE BROCHURE r' OR SELF-ADDRESSED 
STAMPED ENVELOPE. BSC, Box X718, Sykesville, MD 
21784. 

GERMAN MARCHES. $9.95 per cassette. Set of seven cas­
settes $49.50. Free list. Send SASE: NSDAPAO, Box 6414-
AH, Lincoln, NE 68506. 

LEGAL SELF-DEFENSE VIDEOS: For the first time gun­
owner & those with children; IN THE HOME, with family & 
Safety, Video-manual for use, defense & child-safety with 
b'1ll1S. Massad Ayoob rated this as good. A MUST FOR GUN­
OWNERS! $39.95. SURVIVE CRIMINAL ATTACK (Legally 
& Physically): Home defense tra ining by former Chief of P()­
lice, Physician and interview with Mas.sad Ayoob! A must if 
you m~y ~av~ to defe

1
?d yourself and then end up on trial. Is.~ 

Defense a td m court .. $39.95, IL, IN, OH, Ml, MN, Wl resi­
dents add sales tax. Add $3.50 postage/insurance per video. 
VILLAGE GUNSMITH, POB 873, East Moline, IL 61244. 
DEALERS INQUIRE! 

IS IT TRUE YOU CAN BUY JEEPS FOR $44 THROUGH 
THE U.S. GOVERNMENT? GET THE FACTS TODAY' 
CALL 1-312-742-1142 EXT. 6279. 

GUN PARTS 

GUNS FOR SALE 

~~~0N~1~o~nw<ii~I;f~~:.?~at~~~:~~: 
ers custom-tailored to suit your size, strength , needs and ex­
perience. We plaoed 2nd Woman at the 1987 Steel Challenge. 
For information send $1.00 to: JUDY'S COMP & CARRY, 
Box 640, Plains, MT. 59859 or call 406-826-5789. 

A1'rENTION COLT MODEL 1911 OWNERS! CROSSMAN/ 
BLASER C02 PELLET GUN CONVERSION UNIT $129.00 
+ $3.00 SHIPPING: TEN RING PRECISION, INC., 1449 
BLUE CREST LANE, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78232, 1-
512-494-3063. 

NEW MODEL 191 lAl 45 automatics (reconditioned military 
slides) $245.00 + $4.50 UPS; NEW MATCH BARRELS AND 
BUSHINGS $89.50 + $2.50 UPS; NEW STEEL FRAMES 
$82.50 + $2.50 UPS. DETAILED LITERATURE $1.00. TEN 
RING PRECISION, INC., 1449 BLUE CREST LANE, SAN 
ANTONIO, TEXAS 78232. 1-512-494-3063. 

GUNSMITHING 

PISTOLSMITH Triple chamber HIGH-COMP installed on 
your gun $225 complete. All work highest quality. Stainless 
steel grips for Colt auto $40. Catalog $1. Randall Thompson, 
654 Lela Pl.,GrandJct., C081504 . 

GUNSMJTHING LATHES -milling machines-tools. New 
catalog $1.00: Blue Ridge Machinery and Tools, P.O. Box 536-
N, Hurricane, WV 25526, 304-562-3538. 

RUST BLUEING. IF YOU'RE GOING TO BLUE, WHY NOT 
GET THE BEST? CHARLES DANNER, ROUTE 4, FAY­
ETTEVILLE, TN 37334. 615-433-3276. 

Hobbyist knifemakers- gunsmiths- affordable belt grinder/ 
buffers. $.22 stamp for brochure. Brinders, Box 399, Ephraim, 
Utah84627. 

CUSTOM GUNSMJTHING- Auto pistols, compensated or 
carry guns. XP-lOO's custom stocks and barrels. High accu­
racy and reliability a part of our service. Guns are our busi­
ness-Our only business. Brochure $1. Mitchell Custom Guns, 
Rt 2 Bx 238, Breckenridge, Tx. 76024. 

~"e~~~~sl'W"' ~:!i'~h:inz:~~n ~~~~::: ~~ ~:. 
Free Brochure: Karl Sokol, Chestnut Mountain Sports, 65 So. 
Main St. , So. Deerfield, MA 01373, 413-655-4647. 
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LEARN GUNSMITHING, from traditional techniques lo 
current"State of the Art." Learn from Masters in their fields. 
Excellent faci lities and job opportunities. Fully accredited, 
Yavapai College, 1100 East Sheldon, Prescott, AZ 86301. 
Attn: Glenn Simpson, Gunsmithing Department. 

FLARE GUN- Complete instructions to make your own with 
ordinary hardware materials and simple hand tools. It could 
save your life in emergency!! Free catalog with order. Copy­
righted and guaranteed. Rush $4.98. ENTIUM, Box 1650 (5), 
Carolina, P.R. 00628. 

INSTRUCTION 

VIDEO TRAINING PROGRAMS: World Champion John 
Shaw's"Combat Pistol Shooting", $59.95 and"Combat Shot­
gun Shooting", $49.95; Police Lt. Jim Bullard's Ultimate Self 
Defense Course", $59.95; other prow-ams prioed"$39.95 in­
cl ud e:"S u rv i va l E<Jiui pm e n t ' ,j< Surviva l Weap ­
ons" ,"Remington 870", Remington 1100'',"Colt 45 Auto­
matic","The M-16"," Basic Rappelling"; VHS/Beta, $2.50 
shipping; Law Enforcement programs available, call for bro­
chure; Master Video, Dept. AH, 7947 Carol Elaine, Memphis, 
TN 38134, Telephone 901/372-7012. 

INVESTIGATION TRAINING COURSES. Professional di­
ploma. Custom-made badges, identification products, much 
more! Send $1 .00 (Refundable). Box 6303-AH, Corpus Christi, 
Texas 78411. 

Make money using my recovery kit to tap the FHA Fountain 
of Wealth containing a quarter billion dollars in unclaimed 
refunds, information. Refund HG Systems, 17573 Robinson, 
Gulfport, MS 39503. 

Become a Professional Real Estate Appraiser or Property 
Manager. home Study or clas.5es in Atlanta, or Los Angeles. 
Free Information. 1-800-223-4542. 

KNIVES & SWORDS 

UNIQUE CUTLERY OUR SPECIALTY We carry all 
brands and types of cutlery, firearms and accessories. CUT­
LERY KING tm, P.O. Box 464419, Lawrenceville, GA 30246. 
1-800-634-6206/Local 925-9086. 

Knives, swords, survival , historic and many related weapons. 
Also custom handmade knives any design. Unbeatablefrices. 
Catalogs $2.00: Deintinis HG, 107 Summit Ave., S .. , NY 
10306. 

SWITCHBLADES: Boker, Hubertus, Klaas a ll made in Ger­
many NO kits. Send $3.00 for catalog. Overby, 333 South 
State Street, Suite V-183, Lake Oswego, OR97034. 

RANDALLS, Blackie Collins, Buck Customs, Al Mar, Gerber, 
Buck, Pacific, Victorinox,1 Case, Puma, Kershaw, Western, 
Kahar, Explorer, Ailor, Benchmark, Lakota, Cold Steel,! A.G. 
Russell , Browning, Frost, Parker, Taylor, Leatherman, Rem­
ington, Spyderco, Wyoming, Eye Brand, DMT, Lansky, Cata­
log $2.00: CAROLINA CUTLERY, P.O. Box 12819, WIN­
STON-SALEM, N.C. 27117. 

Giant Knife Catalog. Discount Prices. Name Brands. $1.00: 
Interstate Knives, Drawer 19689-AHC, Houston TX 77224. 

LEATHERCRAFT 

HANDGUN CASE: Safe, Sturdy, High quality leatherette 
w/padded velvet lining, and nylon zipper. Made lo last a life­
time. Specify: Black or Brown, 10/14/18 inch case. $14.95 plus 
$3.00 S/H lo: LW Stem, Dept. H, 5690 Sarah Ave., Sarasota, 
Florida 32433. Allow 4/6 weeks de livery. 

ALESSI HOLSTERS in stock DETONICS and DESERT 
EAGLE pi s tol s and accessor ies. FORT KNOX safes. 
GOLDEN ROD Electric Dehumidifiers. INTERSTELLAR, 
POB 728, Lynn Haven, Florida 32444; 904f265-4480. 

Ml LIT ARIA 

MILITARY SURPLUS 

MILITARY SURPLUS.Survival equipment, military cloth­
ing, equipment, manuals, decorations. Self-addressed 
stamped ($0.39) envelope for catalog. J .R. Sales, Box 4253H, 
Lancaster, CA 93539-4253. 

SURPLUS! How lo buy direct from the military. Complete 12-
page report $2.00. ESD, P.O. Box 5571-H, Gainesville, FL 
32602. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

KNUCKS - Genuine brass paperweights, not cheap alumi­
num, same day delivery, $7. prepaid; Matthews Police Supply, 
PO Box 1754, Matthews, NC 28105. 

CHEWING-SMOKING Tobacco!! Do you Chew-Smoke? Free 
samples - Twist, Snuff, Pipe and Pouches-.Prices. Guaranteed 
satisfaction: FREDCO'S, Dresden, Tennessee 388225. 

SHORT-RUN CUSTOM BELT BUCKLES WlTH YOUR 
LOGO MY SPECIALTY SOLID SANDCAST SILICON 
BRONZE ALL HAND FINlSHED. BUCKLES BY MIKE, 
1225 MANZANITA, DEPT. AH, LOS ANGELES, CA 90029. 

WAIT TD REACH THE Gt11 EITH'IJSI­
AST MARIET WITH YD'IJR MERCHAl­
DISE? IIQtJIRE ABOUT HAIDG'IJI 
MARIET CLASSIFIEDS. 

NINJA CATALOG Nightsuits, handclaws, footspikes, cal­
throps, blowpens, shuriken and reference materials for the 
Shadow Warrior. Send $1.00 lo: Ninja Supply Systems, Box 
28222/AH, AUanta, GA 30358. 

FREE 32-PAGE PRIVACY CATALOG. Low-profile tech­
niques. Cash income opportunities. Secret loans. Asset protec­
tion. New ident ity. EDEN PRESS, Box 8410-HG, Fountain 
Valley, CA 92728. 

VHS Video for handgun novice. Covers weapons fami liarity, 
safety, accuracy tips and more. $18.00 payable to: MCNIECE, 
19501 Swartz Lane, Lynnwood Washington 98036. 

FAKE CLOCK BOMB, Unique conversation piece, easy con­
struction utilizing materials obtained from hardware store, 
ideal gift-friends love them. Instructions $5.00. D.R. Brandon, 
1618 Calloway Avenue, Murray, Kentucky 42071. 

TARGETMAKER PROGRAM Commodore 64! Never buy 
another target! 21 Great targets on your printer! Plus bonus 
program! Disk. $14.95 Postpaid. Asmasco, Dept HG, PO Box 
816, Coos Bay, OR 97420. 

AlRGUN NEWS AND REPORT-THE ALL-AROUND AlR­
GUN MAGAZINE PUBLISHED QUARTERLY, $ 15 
YEARLY, SAMPLE COPY $5 P&H INCLUDED. BOX 711A, 
COMANCHE, TEXAS 76442--(9 15)356-5065, VISA OR 
MASTERCARD ACCEPTED. 

YOU CAN FIND ANYONE! secretly obtain unlisted phone 
numbers, confidential postal and DMV records, birth/death, 
credit and confidential court records. Author reveals every 
source, method and trick known. Locate old friends, lost lov­
ers, debtors and enemies. For profit, fun or adventure, Satis­
faction Guaranteed. For your copy of YOU CAN FIND ANY­
ONE! Send $11.95 plus $1.50 postage. TARGET BOOKS, 407-
AH W. Santa Clara, Santa Ana, CA 92706. 

CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2. for illustrated catalog. B-PEC, 
Dept. H86, P.O. Box 444, Los Alamitos, Calif. 90720. 

SWISS WATCH REPLICAS! #1 USA Wholesaler! Exact 

~~~~.f:1~~E~~Ll~i~! tfrri~0&}~rb~tk, 
CALL! (404)963-3USA. 

What's going on when you're away ."Bug" your house and find 
out. Our booklet tells you how. $5-Guaranteed. SECOA Labo­
ratories, Box 162123, Fort Worth, TX 76162-2123. 

WIN CONSISTENTLY' Lottery,! Bingo, Horses, Blackjack 
and Sweepstakes. Send for FREE details. JD MASSON, Dept. 
A, P.O. Box 194, Milan, IL 61264. 

POLICE EQUIPMENT 

SECOND CHANCE & POINT BLANK_police products at 
SPECIAL PRICES! Law Enforcement Officers ONLY, Call 
1-800-351-1477 Ext. 714. Required Information: Your Name/ 
Rank & Your Departments Name/Address. (Visa/Mastercard 
Accepted). N.P.0.S., Box 55 (AHM), Rapid City, SD 57709-
0055, (We bid Departmental Purchases). 

LAW ENFORCEMENT badge and patch collectors send $1. 
for list or $6 for 12 monthly lists. Baird, Dept. H87, P.O. Box 
444, Los Alamitos, Calif. 90720. 

REAL ESTATE 

SURVIVAL 

SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (candles, Bombs, Pots, 
Gernades)- Send $2.00 (refundable with order) for catalogue 
of these and much more! Sign us, Box 33712-E4, Phoenix, AZ 
85067. 

WANTED TO PURCHASE 

Ideas, Inventions, new products wanted by one of America's 
leading invention submission firms to be presented to indus­
try. Call free 1-800-528-6050. Canada,1-800-528-6060. Ext. 
831. 

WHEN YOU WANT THE 
LATEST INFO ON HAND· 
GUNS, GO RIGHT TO THE 
AUTHORITY-AMERICAN 
HANDGUNNER. 
Use the Handy Order Card in 
this issue to send for your sub­
scription today. 
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INDUSTRY INSIDER 
JERRY RAKUSAN 

SMALL IS BIG FOR 1988 WITH CHOPPED 
DOWN MODELS FROM GLOCK, RUGER 

Evidently the Russians have not been 
paying attention to Jeff Cooper and all 

of the others who are touting the .45 as the 
ultimate military sidearm cartridge. 
According to National Defense magazine, 
the Russians have adopted a new pistol, the 
PSM (pistolet samozaryadiniy Mal­
ogabaritniy) for their security police and 
other special security troops . The caliber 
of the PSM? Well, it is a unique bottleneck 
5.45x18. Yep, a .22! 

We received a rather obscure press 
release from Denmark, telling of a new 
pistol from the makers of the Agner M-80 
international target pistol. Called the 
Agner Police, the prototype is in .32 ACP. 
However, the release states that a 9mrn 
"breech lock type" is in the works. The gun 
is a double action, and the release hints at a 
trigger mechanism that eliminates, or at 
least reduces, the heavy first shot and light 
second shot which is common with double 
action pistols. 

It is in the description of the safety 
mechanism that the release gets a bit 
obscure. I quote, "The safety is achieved 
by means of the firing pin mechanism that 
should look totally different from what you 
are used to. The firing pin is separated 
from the cartridge without the possibility 
of engaging with it as long as the trigger is 
not pulled to the firing position. In fact the 
firing pin is forced behind the cartridge 
when you pull." 

The release indicates that negotiations 
are in progress with "alternative buyers of 
the total project." Just how innovative is 
the Agner Police pistol? Well, the release 
states , "Some arms pros consider the 
Agner Police the first real new innovation 
in handgun construction for decades. And 
some are afraid it will take too much of the 
market - be too much a competitor." 

Nomenclature Lesson 
For all of you who thought that you knew 

the correct nomenclature of revolver 
mechanisms, here's something startling 
from the latest Colt catalog. In describing 
the King Cobra, it states, "The King Cobra 
has offset bolt notches which rotate the 
cylinder clockwise into the frame for max­
imum strength." I wonder how they get the 
bolt notches to rotate the cylinder? 

SHOT Show 
My first impression of the 1988 SHOT 

Show, the firearms industry's trade show, is 
that it was, for handgunners, the "almost" 
show. 

We almost have the AT-84 in .41 Action 
Express from Action Arms ; we almost 
have the British-designed Victory pistol 
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being offered by Magnum Research; we 
almost have the Ruger P-85 (some few 
may already have one, but they are far from 
being widely distributed at this time); we 
almost have the new Wildey pistol in .475 
Magnum. There were some other new 
guns shown, and some of them may or may 
not be available in the near future. 

In other news from SHOT, the New Det­
onics Manufacturing Corp. had a display. 
According to the new president, Bruce R. 
McCaw, they will be producing the Com­
batmaster, Servicemaster, and Scoremas­
ter pistols. Federal Cartridge was show­
ing their new match quality 9mrn Luger 
ammo, and their new loadings of .38, 
9mrn, .357 and .45 ACP with the Hydra­
Shok bullet. Lyman is offering a carbide 
die set and a 175 grain flat nose bullet 
mould for the lOmrn cartridge. 

My second impression of the SHOT 
Show is that less is more. Small is big these 
days with several popular handguns 
"chopped" for 1988. The Glock folks have 
introduced a shorty version of the Glock 17 
with a shorter grip, shorter barrel and a 
bobbed-off magazine (two rounds less than 
the Glock 17 , 15 shots). 

AMT is riding the crest of the .22 Mag­
num AutoMag II success with a trim ver­
sion of this innovative gas operated pistol. 
The mite-sized AutoMag II is slightly 
larger than the Colt Mustang and appears 
to be directed to a personal defense mis­
sion. It would make a dandy pocket pistol. 

Perhaps the biggest news in small guns is 
the introduction of a five-shot J-frame type 
revolver from Sturm, Ruger and Co. It is 
a chopped version of the popular GP-100 
revolver and the sample at the show was 
made of stainless steel. However, the new 
revolver is not shown in the 1988 Ruger 
catalog which suggests that we might be in 
for a long wait. 

The P-85 semi-automatic 9mm pistol is 
now frustrating dealers and handgunners 
in 1988 with precious few samples in the 
marketplace. Looking at the P-85 delays 
and considering the two year wait on the 
Super Redhawk, we don't look for the five­
shot J-frame version from Ruger for 
another two or three years. · It appears 
Ruger really is serious about a military 
contract for the P-85 because the gunmaker 
has copied the famous military strategy -

hurry up and wait. . 
The SHOT Show saw the "official" intro­

duction of the new Model 29 from Smith 
and Wesson with the L-frame barrel 
underlug and unfluted cylinder. The "Clas­
sic Hunter" is the model designation and 
S& W appears to be courting the handgun 
hunters. Some have grave reservations 
about the claims S&W makes for the 
unfluted cylinder and, for that matter, the 

Model 29's design itself. Look for our story 
on the Classic Hunter, The Myth of the 
Smith , in the July/ August issue to clear the 
air of a lot of advertising hype. 

Walking the miles of aisles (yes, miles) at 
the SHOT Show, I met gunmaker after gun­
maker with a beaming smile on his face. 
The dealers were placing orders like bid­
ders at a Texas bankruptcy auction. Free­
dom Arms reports banner sales in the new 
Field Grade .454 Casull with dealers buy­
ing five times more guns in 1988 than the 
same time last year. Mel Forbes at Ultra 
Light Arms happily told me he'd already 
sold more guns in a day and half at the 
Show than in all of 1987 . 

The optimism was nearly universal, the 
bah-humbuggers being restricted to the 
foreign gunmakers smarting over the fluc­
tuating dollar. We can all look forward to a 
good 1988. 

An unconfirmed rumor floating around 
the show floor was that H&K, maker of the 
squeeze-cocking P-7 semi-automatic 
pistol, is pulling up stakes and quitting the 
American market. No one with the 
authority to address this question was in the 
H&K booth when we popped in, but we 
rather doubt the rumor. Despite a retail 
price of over $1,000 for a P-7 pistol , the 
Germans are too pragmatic to ignore a 
market of over 200 million consumers. 
However, the low dollar will certainly hurt 
sales because you can buy two, three, 
maybe five American-made 9mm pistols 
for the price of one P-7. 

On a final, sad note, it was announced at 
SHOT Show that Skeeter Skelton has 
passed away from a lengthy illness. The 
next time you go shooting, bust a cap for 
Skeeter. He's gone, but not ~ 
forgotten . ~ 
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The Action Arms AT·84 combines Swiss quality 
and a legendary design. 
Look closely! The brand new AT ·84 will look familiar to 
handgunners who know the great pistols of the world. 
Action Arms has improved this legendary 
design in the best way possible. They've 
had it crafted by the Swiss. No other 
pistol made today has the AT-84's 
combination of quality and features. 

Double Action or Cocked i Locked. 
The superior design of the AT-84 
provides a choice of double action or 
"condition one" carry (cocked & locked) 
in the same pistol. The A T-84 is a double 
action service pistol that can compete in target events 
without extensive modification. 

9mm-Today's cartridge of choice. 
Police forces, elite security agencies, even our military 
are selecting the 9mm for their handgun needs. The 
AT-84 uses this efficient round to provide a 15 round 
capacity. For situations that demand real concealment, 

Action Arms also offers the AT-84P: a smaller version 
carrying 13 rounds in a very compact size. 

Swiss quality at a surprisingly affordable price. 
Compare the AT-84 with any other autoloader. Look at 

the finish. Work the slide, safety and trigger. 
Then compare price. You'll find that you 

can buy the AT-84 for less than many 
models having outdated designs and 
inferior workmanship. 

Hard-to-find, but worth looking for. 
With the AT-84's combination of quality features and 

price, it will be hard for your dealer to keep one on the 
shelf. So write today for an Action Arms Ltd. catalog 
describing the new AT -84 as well as the UZI and other 
Action Arms products. 

Contact: Action Arms Ltd. 
Dept. AHAT068 
P.O. Box 9573 
Philadelphia, PA 19124 
215/744-0100 action arms ltd. 



"It's a lot easier to believe in yourself when you believe in 
your equipment." And for John Pride, 1987 Bianchi Cup 
winner and law enforcement professional , that's just as 

true on the street as it is in competition. 

"I carry a Smith & Wesson on duty - and I chose a 
Model 686 for the Cup. Out of the box, it's the most 
accurate revolver I've seen. And I like knowing that 

Smith & Wesson doesn't just sell me a gun and forget it. 
They're there with backup - the best in the industry." 

That's what it comes down to. Confidence. You feel it 
when you know Smith & Wesson 's behind you. No matter 

what's on the line. 

John Pride, 1987 Bianchi Cup Winner. 

Shown at Top: S&W Model 686 .357 MAGNUM® revolver. six-inch barrel . 
adj ustable front sight. To see the full line of Smith & Wessons. send for 

our free catalog or visit your Smith & Wesson dealer. 
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