


He's Got Everything He Wants 
I hate to keep handing you the same old line, but it's 

true and I hear it every year about this time. It goes like 
this, "I just don't know what to buy, (fill in your name), for 
Christmas." "He's so hard to buy for ."Your wife and/or 
sweetheart says it, I'll guarantee it. Then she says, "he 
has everything he wants." Now you know damn well that's 
not true, but she says it. The end result is that we've 
gained a reputation for being hard to shop for and most of 
it is our fault, because we never tell them what we want. 
Maybe it's because we think they won't understand and if 
we explain it to them it takes some of the fun out of it. I 
don't know, but I know this much, if we don't tell them, we'll 
wind up with some new socks and some damn silly neck 
tie we'll never wear. Well this year dare to be different, tell 
her what you want. Just leave this ad somewhere where 
she'll find it. Try the refrigerator, be inventive, maybe her 
lingerie drawer or the front seat of her car. Don't be bash­
ful, just check the boxes in this ad, and don't worry, our 
guys will help her with the ordering to make sure you get 
the right caliber. Try it, all you've got to lose is another 
pair of socks! 

THE SQUARE DEAL "B" 
0 Duplicating factory ammunition is no trick with a 
"SOB". This is how it works. The Dillon "SOB" arrives 
from the factory ready to reload. Our drop-in insert dies 
are adjusted, you determine how much powder you want 
the automatic powder measure to throw and select the 
bullet depth. You place a fired cartridge into station one, a 
bullet at station three and pump the handle. The Square 
Deal "B" resizes the fired round, installs a new primer, de­
posits powder in the case, seats the bullet, crimps the bul­
let, indexes and ejects the reloaded round into the at­
tached collection box, all automatically. No mystery here, 
no hours of minute adjustments to get it just right. 

The Dillon "SOB" is the most reliable progressive reload­
er in the world. It is the fastest h is the most accurate. It 
is the easiest to use. It has the best warranty. It has a no 
strings attached 30 day return policy. It's what you're look­
ing for. It's a square deal. 

Factory Direct at $162.50 complete with carbide dies in 
one caliber. The "SOB" is available in 45ACP, 9mm. 44 

Spc., 44 Magnum, 38 cal, 357 magnum, 45 Long Colt, 41 

magnum, .380 and 38 super. 

MAGNUM FL 2000 
0 Designed by Reloaders who know the limits of the 
competition's machines. The new Dillon FL 2000 Vibrato­
ry Cartridge Case Cleaner outshines the competition. It is 

the largest by far, with a 121 /2 
quart volume at full load. It 
does 1300 381357 or 550 30.06 
cases per hour. Not only is our 
capacity greater, but our mo­
tors are larger in horsepower, 
internally cooled, thermally 
protected, turning on precision 
ball bearings. This is no "hob­
by" machine. The bowl and 
frame are high impact ABS 
material over 1 /4 inch thick. 
FACTORY DIRECT $135.00. 

0 GFP 90. The first cartridge 
case finish designed to give a 
brilliant shine and a protective 
coating to reloaded ammuni­
tion. $4.50 per 8 ounces. 

0 Rapid lube. Dillons aero­
sol cartridge case lubricant. 
Simply lay your cases out, 
spray lightly and within min­
utes the lubricant distributes it­
self around the cartridge and 
your ready to load. $4.50. 

NEW! DILLON 
ELIMINATOR 

0 When Dillon Precision 
decided to market a reloading 

scale, we had three requirements: 1. It had to be accu­
rate (to 1/10 of a grain), 2. h had to be easy to use, 3. It 
had to be a quality product at a resonable price. 

This precision instrument eliminates the guess work by 
a simple three poise balance beam. Easy to use for the 
Novice, precision accuracy for the professional. 
FACTORY DIRECT $39.95. 

NEW! DILLON PRECISION 
SAFETY GLASSES 

0 All of the Dillon instruction manuals have warned the 
reader to wear safety glasses while reloading. We soon 
realized that many of you do not have easy access to this 
type of lens for either handloading or shooting safety. 
Once again customer requests have led us into a new 
field. Available in both "clip on" and aviator style with cable 
ear pieces : clear, amber or smoke lens. $19.95 each, 
FACTORY DIRECT. 

FACTORY DIRECT 
Only Dillon Precision sells direct to the reloader, no 

middleman profits. Only Dillon has a 30 day money back 
guarantee. Only Dillon has this simple warranty: no fine 
print, no time limit, commercial reloader or hobbyist, 500 
rounds or 500,000 or more. If it breaks, we'll fix it free! 
(All electric motors are covered for 12 months.) 

ORDER NOW 
All Dillon products are sold factory direct and 

backed by a simple sales policy. Try our products 
for 30 days ; if you are not completely satisfied, 
simply return for a full refund. Ordering from Dillon 
Precision is simple. Call us TOLL FREE. A mem­
ber of our staff will be glad to take your order. 
Please have your Visa or Master Card ready when 
you call. If you prefer, we'll ship C.O.D. cash with 
no extra C.O.D. charge. All presses are shipped 
freight paid within the continental U. S. (except 
APO's). All other orders are subject to a shipping/ 
handling fee. CALL Toll Free 1-800-421-7632. In 
Arizona 602-948-8009. 

NEW! Write for a free catalog. 
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Scottsdale, P2. 85260 



"The Texas Paterson is 
the only weapon 
which enabled us to 
defeat the mounted In­
dian in his own pecu­
liar mode of warfare." 

Texas Rangers-1850 

S
am Colt's Paterson is the "Father of all Revolvers"­
the world's first successful revolving-cylinder fire­
arm. No arms collection is complete without one. 

And the biggest and most valuable of all Patersons 
is the "Texas" model, introduced in 1838. This is the 
sidearm that revolutionized warfare in the hands of 
Capt. Jack Hays and the Texas Rangers, Gen. Zochary 
Taylor and his U.S. mounted troops, and helped shape 
destiny against every conceivable lawless element on 
that exciting, but savage, part of the frontier called Texas. 

Due to the importance and great rarity of Texas 
Patersons, even plain originals bring more than $20,000 
... and engraved models are almost unattainable at any 
price. 

Hand Engraved 
Now, the leading organization in the field of mili­

tary arms collecting is pleased to announce the world's 
first commemorative Paterson-a firing, hand-engraved, 
24-Karat Gold plated, long-barrelled Texas Paterson-in 
the 150th Anniversary Year of its introduction . 

This is the first gun in "The Samuel Colt Golden 
Tribute Collection," a series of hand-engraved, 24-Karat 
Gold plated commemoratives of famous revolvers origi­
nally created by-and now honoring-Samuel Colt. 

The "first" is always of great interest to collectors. 
As the world's first commemorative Paterson, this is in a 
class of distinction which has seen many significant, 
well-documented price increases. This is destined to be 
an important classic. . 

Traditional features found in the finest Patersons­
and present here-are: hand engraving in an authentic 
Texas Paterson pattern on both sides of the frame; beau­
tiful hand-fitted burl walnut grip; and desirable, long, 
9" octagonal barrel. The complete Revolver is deluxe 

polished and plated with genuine 24-Karat Gold for 
lasting beauty and value. 

Limited Edition: Only 950 
Many arms collectors will recognize the significance 

of this commemorative issue, but only the first 947 to 
reply will be able to add one to their collection; only 950 
are being made. Appropriately, Serial Nos. 1, 2 and 3 
have been presente<l in Texas to notable officials. Each 
Commemorative is serially numbered from 1 to 950 and 
accompanied by a Certificate of Authenticity which at­
tests to the edition limit and the purity of the 24-Karat 
Gold. You will also receive a written history of the Texas 
Paterson and the Texas Rangers. 

Proof Tested: Fires .36-Caliber 
Each gun is proof tested and fires five, .36-caliber 

lead roundballs, just as the originals. Because this fires 
blackpowder, it can be delivered directly to you; no 
Federal Firearms License is needed. 

Because Colt hasn't made this gun in nearly 150 
years and has no plans to do so, we commissioned 
Master Gunsmith David Pedersoli, with 50 years experi­
ence, to hand build each Paterson. His guns recently 
won seven top places in the international target compe­
tition in Canada. Each Texas Paterson is issued with a 
combination tool and extra cylinder, and is capable of 
being fired ten times in less than a minute. 

An American Walnut display case is also available; 
it comes with a brass capper, brass powder flask, bullet 
mold and deaning rod. The museum-style locking glass 
lid allows you to display the Revolver and accessories 
flat or wall mounted. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 
To place your reservation, simply call, write or visit. 

A convenient monthly payment plan is available; satis­
faction is guaranteed. 

With its three military history museums in its Na­
tional Historic Landmark Headquarters, "Columbia­
Camp Casey," The American Historical Foundation has 
Members in 29 countries around the world, has a true 
dedication to military history and has earned the repu­
tation as the leading organization in the field of military 
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ln remembrance of the men who defended America's 
frontier with Texas Patersons, The American Historical 
Foundation has made the following presentations of 
Texas Paterson Commemoratives: 

Serial No. 1 to the Governor of Texas 
Serial No. 2 to the Texas Ranger Museum 

Serial No. 3 to the General of the Texas Anny 

commemorative arms-your assurance of authenticity 
and quality. When you place your reservation, you will 
be made a Member. 

This opportunity to turn back the clock 150 years in 
arms collecting is limited; prompt response is suggested 
to avoid disappointment. 

RESERVATION 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return in 30 days for Full Refund 

To: The American Historical Foundation 
1142 West Grace Street, Dept. D171 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 
Telephone: (804) 353-1812 
TOLL FREE 24 hours: (800) 368-8080 

Yes, I wish to reserve the firi ng, hand-engraved Texas 
Pate rson Commemorative Revolver, plated with 24-Ka rat 
Gold, issued in a limi ted edition of 950. I will also receive a 
combination tool, extra cylinder, Certifica te of Au thenticity 
and membership in the Fou nda tion . Satisfaction is guaran­
teed. 
D My deposit (or credit card authoriza tion) of $95 is enclosed. 

Please D charge or D invoice the ba lance due 
D in five monthly payments of $280. D in full . 

D My payment in full is enclosed (51495 per Revolver; 
display case wi th accessories, add 5195). 

D Please send the optional Wa lnu t Display Case with bullet 
mold , powder fl ask, ca ppe r and clea ning rod and glass 
lid, adding $195 to my fin al payment. 

Name 

Address 

Daytime Telephone ( ............ ) .. . 
For Visa, MasterCard or American Express, please send account num­
ber, expira tion date and signature. Virginia residents add tax. 



Don't you think it's about time you shared your 
handgunning secrets with a friend or two? 

While you've been feasting on all the latest hand­
g un facts and shooting information that AMERICAN 
HANDGUNNER provides, your friends have been 
starving for news. 

You can change all that this holiday season by 
giving them something they'll really appreciate. 
A gift subscription to AMERICAN HANDGUNNER. 

Every bi-monthly issue will bring the latest news on 
handguns, shooting accessories, and a chance to 
win in the "Custom Gun Giveaway" right to their door. 

Use the adjoining gift subscription envelope or write to PO. Box 16439, 
San Diego, CA 92116 to order your AMERICAN HANDGUNNER 

gift subscriptions today! 

But the best part is, you can give AMERICAN HAND­
GUNNER subscriptions for a fraction of what you'd 
expect to pay for a gift that gives as much: 

•One or two subscriptions only $11.75 each. 
·Three or four only $9.75 each. 
• Five or more only$ 7 .75 per subscription. 

You won't find prices like these anywhere else. Each 
subscription also includes a handsome 
card to notify the recipient of your gift. 

So while you're at it, give yourself a 
gift and make sure your subscription 
carries you through the year. 

Give a gift that gives 
all year long. 

Give AMERICAN HANDGUNNER. 
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TRAIN WITH THE BEST 
The $64.00 question 

What do shooters like Rob Letham, Jerry 
Barnhart, John Pride, Charles Grabbatin, 
Brian Enos and Chip McCormick have in 
common, besides winning a pistol match or 
two? They all train with PACT Championship 
Timers. Now let's face it , these guys can 
have any timer they want. So maybe there 's 
a reason why they choose PACT, over all 
others, for their vital practice sessions. 

Why do I need a timer? 
Whether you are training for competition 

or self defense; if you are going to improve 
you've got to keep track of the two elements 
of marksmanship that you are striving to 
master: accuracy and speed. Would you 
consider practicing without a target? Of 
course not, because without a target you 
have no measure of your accuracy. By the 
same token , without a timer, you have no 
accurate measurement of your speed and no 
way to tell if a given technique is helping or 
hindering your progress. 

Of course shooting timers, like guns, are 
not created equal. A well designed shooting 
timer is an invaluable training aid which will 
dramatically improve your practice sessions. 
A poorly designed timer, with functions that 
are inconvenient or difficult to use, becomes 
nothing more than an expensive buzz box 
that distracts you from your shooting each 
time you use it. 

#07 1.03 
FIND SHOT: 

Advanced display 
The PACT MKlll featues an advanced 32 

character display instead of the four digit 
display commonly found on other timers and 
cheap alarm clocks (sorry guys, but facts are 
facts) . This display allows the MKlll to display 
all of the information about a given shot (shot 
number, split time, total time) at a glance and 
eliminates the hassle of having to " toggle" 
back and forth between functions in order to 
review your shot string. 

Full function keypad 
Our 32 character display and 16 key 

keypad make the MKlll about as easy to use 
as your pocket calculator. For example to 

enter a "PAR TIME" offour seconds, simply 
push "PAR. " the MKlll will ask you to 
"ENTER PAR TIME AND PRESS SET" so 
you push " 4," " SET." Want to change it to 
six seconds? Push "PAR," " 6," " SET," it's 
that simple! 

A few of our features 
• A buzzer that's loud enough to hear 

with your earphones on 
• Sensitivity of shot detector is adjustable 
• Instant GO or adjustable fixed or 

random delay 
• 999.99 second time limit 
• Automatic Comstock function 
• Lap function 

Order Today 

TOLL FREE ... 800 PACT INC 
(in Texas 214-641 -0049) 

By Phone: We are happy to answer 
your questions and take your order. We 
accept Visa, MC and COD orders. * 

PACT MKlll . . . .... . .. . ...... $279 
CHRONO-MOD with Skyscreens 
(optional) . ... .. . ............. $49 
Skyscreen Bracket 
(optional but nice) ....... . ..... $24 
Battery Powered Printer ....... $125 
Extra Printer Paper (6 rools) .. . . $12 
Extra Skyscreens .$15 each $25 pair 
Skyscreen Housings$2.50 each 4 for $9 

*Shipping & Insurance $4.50 UPS 
ground/$10 UPS 2nd day air. Extra 
shipping for bracket (separate package) 
$3 ground/$6 2nd day air. Bank service 
charge for VISA/MC. COD fee $2. Write 
or call for foreign rates. Texas residents 
add appropriate sales tax. 

Brochure Available covering the PACT 
product line of shooting timers and 
chronographs, $1 .00. 

P. 0. Box 531525 
Grand Prairie, TX 75053 

• 9 Volt battery 
• Advanced training functions allow 

simulation of complex courses of fire 
• Two stop plate inputs. Man vs Man mode 

gives both shooters total times, who 
won and margin of victory . 

• Auxiliary output drives relay for horns, 
lights, moving targets, etc . 

• Drives optional battery powered printer 

$49.00 Chronograph 
"The finest Chronograph I have ever used" 

. . . Ross Seyfried 

By having the $49 CHRONO-MOD 
(skyscreens included) installed in your MKlll , 
you enable it to double as the best portable 
chronograph on the market. When operated 
as a chronograph , the MKlll performs all of 
the functions of the PACT Precision 
Chronograph and includes our new Glint 
Guard™ pat. pend. detection circuitry. In ad­
dition the MKlll will automatically calculate 
the power factor of each round fired. 

30 Day Money Back Guarantee 
We designed the MKlll, we build it, and we 

sell it factory direct to you . We take full 
responsibility for your satisfaction. If you are 
not 100% satisfied with any PACT product , 
return it to us undamaged (no fair driving over 
it) within 30 days, and we will refund your 
money. That's our promise and you can 
depend on it . 

Lifetime Warranty 
The MKlll features a real simple repair 

policy. If it breaks due to a defective part or 
faulty workmanship we'll fix it free. If you 
break it (people really have driven over them, 
ask Mickey Fowler) we will fix it for cost. No 
hassles and no questions asked . 

Shop Around & Call Us Last 
Before you buy a shooting timer take the 

time to do a little research . Call the different 
manufacturers and get their literature. 
Compare each timer feature for feature and 
watch out for bizarre operational limitations, 
like the inability to review shots when using 
a PAR time or the requirement for two 
machines to run a Man vs Man event. You'll 
find that dollar for dollar and feature for 
feature the PACT MKlll gives you more 
honest " bang for the buck " than any other 
shooting timer on the market. 

PACT, MKlll , CHRONO-MOD and GLINT GUARD are trademarks of Practical Applied Computer Technology, Inc. 



SPEAK OUT 

Cannon's Guarantee 
I bought a used PPC gun from Andy 

Cannon of Victor, Montana. I had a prob­
lem with it almost a year later when it 
jammed up at a major match . 

I was very upset, to put it mildly. One 
week after I returned the gun Andy wrote 
me a letter stating "our guarantee is 100 % 

in place and we will build you a new gun." 
Andy put my gun on the regular 

customer list and within six months I 
received a full-house Bianchi Cup/PPC 
revolver on a Model 64. The gun I got back 
was more than the one I originally had 
bought - used! 

It should be noted that a pistolsmith such 

Radar detectors: 
Which are really best? 

These days every maker says their radar 
detector is best. Who's telling the truth? 

Freedom of the press 
If you read movie ads, you know how 

each one finds r.i short phrase from a 
review that makes it sound like "the year's 
best:' Well , some detector makers play 
the same game. 

But we won't play games. Below are 
the overall results of the three most recent 
independent tests of radar detectors. 

LATEST PERFORMANCE RANKINGS 
Car and BMW Popular 
Driver Roundel Mechanics 
Aprll 1987 June 1987 July 1987 

11T Passport 1sr Passport 1srescort 
(Escort 2NDEscort 2ND Passport not tested) 

BEL Quantum 
Cobra Whistler [BEL 

Uniden 
Maxon ~ Snooper 

Radio Shack Uniden 
RadioShack Uniden 

Fox 
Whistler 

BEL 
Cobra [Cobra 

Whistler BEL Vector ~ GUL 
Sparkomatic Snooper RadioShack 

Fuzzbuster 
Fox Sparkomatic ~[ Sparkomatic 

GUL Sunkyong Maxon 

Although each staff of experts used 
different methods to evaluate the detec­
tors, their conclusions were unanimous; 
Escort and Passport are winners. 

Here's the proof 
Ca ll us toll -free (1-800-543-1608) 

and we'll send you the complete, unedited 
tests. Read exactly what the experts say. 

How to order 
We sell direct to you. Orders in by 

5:00 pm eastern time go out the same 
day, and we pay for UPS shipping. Overnight 
Federal Express delivery is only $10 extra. 

If you 're not completely satisfied with in 
30 days, return your purchase. We'll refund 
all your money, including return postage. 

For top-rated radar protection, just 
call us toll-free. 

TOLL FREE 1-800-543-1608 
(Call Mon-Fri Bam-llpm, Sat-Sun 9:30-6 EST) 

ESCORT 
RADAR WARNING RECEIVER 

ESCORT $245 (OH res. add $13.48 tax) 

PASSPOR'F 
RADAR· RECEIVER 

PASSPORT $295 (OH res. add $1623 tax) 

Cincinnati Microwave 
"" Department 6394N8 

One Microwave Plaza 
Cincinnati , Ohio 45249-9502 

For Information, call toll free 1·800·543·1608 

as Andy Cannon really stands behind his 
work. · 

Robert Thomson 
North Wales, Penn. 

Army Pistol 
Boondoggle 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
compliment you on the quality of American 
Handgunner as it does the shooting sports 
credit. I have collected every issue. 

The ongoing controversy over the US 
service pistol is getting a bit thick. The 
need for a handgun in a modern military 
organization is so trivial that it seems a 
terrible waste of resources for our military 
to dwell on it in such detail. Frankly, the 
situation is attaining the proportions of 
another procurement boondoggle. 

So what if we have a dozen different 
pistols in inventory? They are mainly tools 
of military law enforcement for which the 
revolver would suffice. In battle zones an 
Uzi, MP-5 or CAR-16 slung under the arm 
would be a better choice as a light weapon 
for an MP. 

Although handguns are fun for various 
military teams in inter-service morale 
building, their tactical importance to the 
average soldier is zip. 

The replacement for the 1911Al could 
have been a simple, arbitrary order for 
Smith and Wesson 459's and 469's. With 30 
years of police service behind it, the S& W 
is a proven design . 

BiII Copenhaven 
Richmond, Calif. 

Are We Colonel 
Ayoob? 

would appreciate the opportunity to 
comment upon the Sillett-Ayoob 
correspondence. 

It is evident from Mr. Ayoob's reply that 
he is rather thin skinned. As a reader of his 
columns over the years I have gotten the 
impression that he has become rather shrill 
lately. 

Mr. Sillett's letter was an absolute joy to 
read. In fact, it is the best writing to appear 
in your magazine in quite some time. May I 
suggest that he be offered the opportunity 
to become a regular contributor? Look 
upon him as a safety check- he will prevent 
the buildup of excessive writer gas. 

My last suggestion would be that Mr. 
Ayoob be watched carefully in case he 
starts calling himself Colonel and using the 
Imperial "We." 

George E. Hosch 
Concord, Calif. 

Ding Dongs 
enjoy Massad Ayoob's articles very 

much and have never found any reason to 
doubt either his shooting ability or advice. 
I have In The Gravest Extreme and have 
enjoyed reading and re-reading it. I've 
loaned it out to many friends too. 

Please do not allow the boilershop boys 
or similar ding dongs to in any way inhibit 

continued on page I 0 
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The 
Proudest Achievements 

of Our Nation's 
Greatest Wildlife Artists 
Captured in America's 
Complete Collection of 

Duck Stamp Ingots. 

\l ore than half a cemury ago. 
the L.S . Gol'ernment began 
issuing official Duck Stamps 
to support its 11·ildlife effort s. 

. .\nd each year. .-\merica·s 
mo t talented ll'ildlife arti sts 
com pete to see 11°11 0 e original 
creat ion ll'i ll be designated 
that )·ear"s offic ial stamp. 

Treasured by co ll ectors for 
the ir beaut1· and raritl'. Amer­
ica's duck ~tamps h;1·e been 
captured in a form as precious 
as the an the1· bear. \l imed bl' 
The Frankli;1 '.\lint with th~ 
richness of 24 karat. go ld 01er 
sterling _s ihcr and issued in a 
superb \lint Edition. 

From Ja1· \1. Darling's i\lal­
lard.1 DrnjJjJing / 11 of 1934 .. . 
to the nell'est official issue­
S1101u Goose by Daniel Smith. 

hery a1rnrd -1rinning 1rnrk is 
here. Each minted ingot is 
priced atjust Sl7.50. And the 
handsome imported presen­
tation case is yours at no addi­
tiona l charge. 

<'.C) 1988 FM 

r--------------------
Please mail by December 3 I , 1988. 
Limit: One per collector. 

The Franklin \lint 
Franklin Cen1 er, PA 19091 
Please enter nw subscrip tion fo r 
The Olficial Duck Stam j)s_n_f'.-\ mer-
1ca , rnns 1su ng of al :i:i Duck 
S1amps re-created in 2-1 karat gold 
elec1ropl ate on sterling sih·e r. I un­
ders tand th e1· 11·ill be sent to me at 
the rate of 01ie a month. 

I need se nd no mon eY no11·. 
Please bi ll me the guaranlel'd issue 
pri ce of S 17 .?>0 8 for each gold on 
sterlin g sih·er in got. before 11 is sent 
to me. A custom-designed presen­
tation case 11·ill be pro1·ided as part 
ofnw collect ion. 

>l< fl/ih /Ill 1/({fl' 1(/h1 f(I_\ (/l/d 

:;,J.fo1,/11fJ/J1ll[!OIU//it111d/t11j!. 

Si~n .uu1(:' _ ________ _ 
\[ [ -.L th( ltll'l ll)V\ \IU 'l 1\JH I ro \l( 11'1 ''C ~ 

.\dlll<''- ----------
1'1 ~ \'~ l'ltl' I (_ I I \It! l 

.\dclic'"----------

Cil\ __________ _ 

')1.11 r _ _______ /i p __ _ 

12145-10 



com i nued from page 8 
your writing abilities, insights, profession­
alism, humor and experiences. You have 
unique talents and they should not be 
wasted , but shared. 

Robert "Bob" Muske 
Commerce City, Colo. 

Stand In Front of My 
Gun 

I would like to applaud the response of 
Mr. Ayoob to Mr. Gary Sillett's attack on 
Mr. Ayoob's credibility. 

First , I didn't find Mr. Sillett's letter 
"entertaining" as you put it, however, I'm 
glad you printed it anyway because it gave 
Mr. Ayoob an excellent chance to so elo­
quently shoot down (yes, pun intended) a 
bunch of obviously armchair-or should I 
say boilershop chair-pistoleros. 

I am by no stretch of the imagination 
able to compete with people like Massad 
Ayoob, Mickey Fowler and Ray Chapman , 
but I do compete regularly in pistol and 
rifle matches and am considered better 
than average. More importantly, I have a 
good understanding of firearms and their 
capabilities as a markmanship instructor 
with the Army Marksmanship Training 
Unit here at Fort Bliss. 

I have, on occasion, been able to demon­
strate long range accuracy with a pistol. 

Once such incident was witnessed by 
two people who had doubts as to the 

accuracy of my newly purchased SIG 
P-226. Admittedly, a 9mm is not generally 
known for anything better than "combat 
accuracy" but nonetheless the P-226 fires 
better than most people standing behind it. 
From 200 meters (for Mr. Sillett , who 
admits to being a layman, that's just under 
220 yards) I was able to place five shots in 
the black on a B-27 man-sized target. At 
dusk! 

Also I have taken a coyote (witnessed) at 
a distance just under 100 meters with a 
S&W four-inch 686. 

Further, I have taken two whitetail deer 
at ranges between 80 and 120 meters with a 
Ruger Super Blackhawk .44 Magnum. 

As for Mr. Sillett's attack on Elmer 
Keith, I think it was Bill Jordan who said 
that anyone who had ever seen Elmer shoot 
wouldn't stand downrange at 600 yards and 
let Elmer shoot at him with a four inch .44 
Magnum. 

Well, Mr. Sillett, Elmer is unfortunately 
no longer with us. But you're more than 
welcome to come down here to Texas and 
stand in front of my gun at any distance out 
to 200 meters. Just let me know ahead of 
time where to ship your remains. 

James S. Giunta 
El Paso, Texas 

Ridiculous State111ents 
In regards to the statements made by 

Everett H. Love in the Sept/Oct Speak Out 
that handgunners should only use one 

hand, no scope and no ported barrels, I 
wonder when I read ridiculous statements 
like this if the man has ever shot a handgun . 

The reason handgun hunters scope their 
guns is the same reason people put them on 
rifles! 

If you're looking for recoil and muzzle 
lift reduction , a firearm should be Mag­
Na-Ported for greater control. 

And can you imagine trying to shoot an 
antelope at 200 yards with a one-hand 
hold? I use two hands plus trees, sandbags, 
legs, backpack or whatever for an accurate 
shot. I would even use three hands if I had 
them. 

Just because someone taught this man to 
shoot a pistol or a revolver with one hand 
doesn't mean everyone should shoot one­
handed. Nor does it give him the right to 
condemn a sport he obviously knows 
nothing about. 

Larry Kelly 
President, Mag-Na-Port 

Mt. Clemons, Mich . 

Living In Caves 
The simplistic views of Everett H. Love 

("Get Another Gun," Sept/Oct 1988 Speak 
Out) do not take into account those of us 
over 45 who cannot clearly see the front 
sight on a pistol. 

If it were not for the electronic red-dot 
sights, my competitive bullseye shooting, 
which I've enjoyed for over 28 years, 
would have come to an end. It was very 

Make your guns 
shoot like 

champions! 

Bob Jekanowski is our champion-junior 
winner in the Master's International. (We 

sponsor Bob and the top Junior prize.) 
As Bob says , "Take care of your gun and your 

gun will take care of you. I may be preju­
diced, but my guns see nothing less than the 

quality of Kleen-Bore products." 
You'll find that quality in a broad line of 

gun care products. From complete cleaning 
kits, high performance cleaners, lubricants 

and gun conditioners to our new Rust Guardit 
and Brush-'N-Brass cleaning tool. 

Ask the savvy shooters 
at your favorite gun 

shop to help you 
choose the quality 

Kleen-Bore products 
just right for your 
favorite firearms. 

Dept. AH, Northampton, MA 01060 



discouraging to watch scores slide from 
the high 280s into the 260s. 

When the choice was between electronic 
sights or quit shooting, it was an easy 
choice to make. I've added years to this 
most enjoyable form of recreation and am 
once again able to compete in my class. 

Perhaps Mr. Love is in favor of every­
one using 18th century firearms, riding 
horses and living in caves. 

Frank D. Shuster 
Library, Penn. 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER WELCOMES let­
ters to the editor of no more than 350 words. Leffers 
must include the writer's full name and address . 
Leffers must be signed by the writer. Typewritten 
letters are preferred, but legible handwriting is 
acceptable. Send your letters to Speak Out, Ameri­
can Hand9unner, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 
200, San Diego, CA, 92108 . 

Ar1111ed Citizen 
Says Thanks 

A llow me to express my deepest gratitude 
./-\.to all the readers of American 
Hand.gunner who were generous enough and 
cared about justice enough to contribute to 
my defense fund . 

The support I received , both financial and 
moral, was simply overwhelming and since 
there is no possible way to personally thank 
all my good friends from American 
Hand.gunner, I can only let you know that 
every single donation was greatly appreci­
ated. Thank you all . 

I am also happy to advise that on March 11, 
1988 I was found Not Guilty in my justified 
self-defense shooting by Circuit Court Judge 
Donald R. Mullins. 

This has been a very long and hard fought 
battle, one I surely would have lost without 
the support of a few special people who cared 
and believed in me enough to put aside their 
personal lives and fight for mine. 

My deepest thanks to my attorney, Gene 
Compton and his wife Dolly; his legal 
assistant, Faye Stevens; his secretary, Diane 
Powers; and , of course, the redoubtable 
Massad Ayoob. I will never forget what you 
have done for me, but these people deserve 
the respect and acclaim of all law abiding 
armed citizens, for their kind is very rare 
indeed. My thanks alone seems extremely 
inadequate. 

I also want to publicly thank my good 
friend Dr. Walter Gorski. Without his friend­
ship and understanding I would not have 
retained my sanity during this three and a half 
year nightmare. 

Despite what has happened to me, the 
American system of justice generally works. 
But the legal system, like any other system, is 
only as good or as bad as the individuals who 
work within it and are responsible for its 
ethics and honesty. 

Again, my heartfelt thanks to you, the 
readers of American 
Hand.gunner. 

Mark A. Branham 

PORTABLE RELOADING BENCH 
IDEAL FOR APARTMENT DWELLERS DESIGN. YOUR BODY WEIGHT IS SUS· 
WITHOUT A GARAGE FOR A HEAVY PENDED ON THE SAME FRAME WITH 
BENCH . TAKE INTO THE HOUSE WHEN THE PRESS. CONSEQUENTLY, NO 
GARAGE IS TOO HOT OR COLD. TAKE TABLE MOVEMENT. PUSH & PULL 
TO THE RANGE TO DEVELOP PET WORKS AGAINST YOUR BODY TABLE 
LOADS WITH YOUR FAVORITE PRESS. WILL NOT LIFT OFF THE FLOOR. 
DOES NOT BOLT TO FLOOR DUE TO 

ALL WELDED TUBULAR STEEL FRAME 
• Rubber floor mounts prevent scratch· • Ball bearing swivel seat 

1ng floors • Breaks down to 30" x 19" for 
• Pre-drilled for ma1or presses portability 
• Only weighs 28 pounds 

For .Accuracy 
There's No Competition 

The original red dot sights for pistols, rifles, shotguns 
and bows. For over ten years Aimpoint has consistently 
proven to be the most advanced multi-purpose electronic 
sighting system available. The results in the field and in 
competition speak for themselves. No one else comes close. 
EASY TO USE: just put the adjustable luminous red dot on 
your target • no parallax • no focusing • no need to center 
the red dot • quick and accurate • can be used with optional 
3X scope attachment • mounts to standard Weaver bases or 
our full line of mounting systems. 

For full information on the world's finest sights and 
mounts, write or call: 

AIMPOINT 
203 Elden Street 
Herndon, VA 22070 
(703) 471-6828 
FAX (703) 481·9369 
TLX SCANPOINT 197 981 
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PISTOlSMITlllNG 
Attempts to re-impress the line usually 
result in a double, or shadow, impression. 
It is essential that the stamp be held in 
precisely the right position , with the 
impression faces perfectly flat on the sur­
face and that the hammer blow does not 
tend to move the stamp in any direction but 
straight down into the metal. 

JOHN LAWSON 

FOUR METHODS TO ADD A FINAL TOUCH 
OF LOGO OR LETTERING TO A HANDGUN 

I have seen examples of makeshift 
holders for several stamps that had ends 
not precisely parallel to the required strik­
ing plane. The heavy/light impression of 
every stamp in the group is referred to as 
the stamps being "off their feet." A similar 
condition can result from using spacers 
that are too short for the stamps ; they 
should be nearly as long as the stamp. 
Those striking faces must be perfectly 
square to the work. 

Adistinctive logo applied to custom 
fihandguns enhances professionalism 
by orders of magnitude, but more projects 
are ruined in this finish stage than at any 
other point. Nothing disrupts the symme­
try of a beautifully executed metalsmithing 
job than misaligned and poorly spaced let­
tering, unevenly stamped lines or lightly 
impressed logos. All of these problems can 
be avoided by choosing an alternate 
method of application and by taking suffi­
cient time to carefully lay out and align 
wording or designs so they seem to flow 
into the contours of a part. Even, sym­
metrical work is the mark of pride in work­
manship. 

There are four methods of applying let­
tering and designs to metal parts : stamp­
ing, impressing, engraving and etching. By 
using a magnifying glass, it is possible to 
identify each method. 

Stamping is accomplished by placing the 
individual metal stamp, cut in exact reverse 

of the desired letter or number, squarely on 
the surface to be marked in the exact loca­
tion desired and striking the shank with a 
hammer. Several letter or number stamps 
are often clamped together in a special 
holder, the line thus formed carefully set 
squarely on the piece to be marked and the 
shank struck with a heavy hammer. 

There are some side effects of this pro­
cess: Under magnification, the lines look 
like furrows in a plowed field; impression 
throws up a parapet beside the lines and 
ends of the figures and numbers. Before 
blueing or plating, the surface must be 
carefully smoothed without making any of 
the lines shallower. This requires some 
extremely careful workmanship with stone 
and buffer. 

When several stamps are impressed at 
once, it is possible that the hammer blow 
will not strike the shank squarely, resulting 
in a heavy impression at one end or edge 
and a light impression at the opposite hand. 

Impressed lettering can be run 
peripherally around a part. A familiar 
example might be the lettering on a loading 
die. To impress the part, it is first knurled , 
the knurl's diamonds providing the neces­
sary traction to turn the die as the letters 
and numbers pass over the surface, driven 
by a rack and pinion. Impression pressure 
is regulated by journal tension screws that 
regulate the distance between the letter 
stamps and impression surface, controlling 
depth. 

A flat steel die can be impressed in a 
surface by using an arbor press, applying 
sufficient pressure to impress the lines of 

Continued on page 103 

Big League Hardball. 
The new, UZI High Velocity .45 ACP load delivers 

.357 Magnum performance from your .45. 
Imagine a 185 grain, .45 caliber semi wadcutter load churning up 
muzzle energy comparable to some .357 Magnums. That's what 

the new UZI High Velocity .45 ACP round does. It generates 
nearly 500 ft/lbs at the muzzle and it still meets industry pres­

sure specs. Whether fired from a Government Model or any 
other .45. this UZI load adds new meaning 

to the term "Hardball." 

From .380 to .44 Mag plus .223 through 30/06, UZI and 
SAMSON Ammunition cover the most popular loads and bullet 

weights. Both are made by Israel Military Industries to rigid 
quality and performance standards. No other brand of 

ammunition offers IMI quality at such an affordable price. 

Write for the new Action Ammo Ltd. catalog which describes 
the complete UZI and SAMSON Ammunition line. 

Contact: Action Ammo Ltd .. Dept. AH45128 
PO Box 19630. Philadelphia PA 19124 



" ... it's the best I've seen, and the price is right." 

Tough Choices 
Until PACT introduced the PC two years 

ago, shooters looking for a chronograph were 
torn between two tough choices. To go with 
a full feature skyscreen based machine at a 
premium price, or settle for one of the low end 
" break screen" or " down range box" units at 
a more reasonable price, but lacking the ease 
of use and superior performance of a 
microprocessor based skyscreen chrono­
graph. 

i05 
AU& 

2494.5 FPS 
2491.1 FPS 
Each time you fire 

Each time you fire a round over the PCs' 
optical skyscreens, your shot number, veloci­
ty and current average velocity are displayed 
simultaneously, on our state of the art, easy 
to read, 32 character display. All of this is 
done automatically, no button pushing re­
quired, so you are free to concentrate on your 
shooting instead of having to constantly fuss 
with your chronograph . In addition the shot 
number and its velocity are automatically 
stored in memory for your later review. 

After you complete a string 
When you complete a string simply press the 

reviFJw key to display a complete statistical 
summary of the string . This summary consists 
of your highest and lowest shot velocities and 
their corresponding shot numbers, the 
Extreme Spread and average velocity of your 
string . The Standard Deviation and Mean Ab­
solute Deviation (a PACT exclusive and the 
best measure of ammunitation consistency yet 
developed) are calculated and displayed 
automatically . In addition both of these 
numbers are also displayed as a percent of 
your average (coefficient of variation or CV) . 
We have found that this method of describing 
the average variation of your ammo is much 
more useful to the shooter who's trying to 
develop better, more consistant loads, than 
simply handing him, the " SD" of a given string . 
Take a look at Handloader #128 for more 
information. 

After completing the statistical summary 
your PC will allow you to review each shot 
(up to 300) of your string . 

• uses standard 9 volt alkaline battery (in­
cluded , of course) 
• easy access battery compartment 
• adjustable screen separation 

Rick Jamison, Shooting Times 
• Edit button allows you to remove any un­
wanted shot from a string, either after the shot 
is fired or during review. 
• 4 mhz counter for better digital accuracy 
• retractable tilt stand for easy viewing 
• each chronograph is electronically 
" calibrated " to insure accuracy 

PACT Skyscreens 
The PACT PC uses inexpensive optical 

skyscreens to detect the bullet. Why didn't we 
set it up so that you can shoot over the box 
or use expensive skyscreens containing 
elaborate lenses to "enhance" performance? 
Because we think it's stupid to launch bullets 
over things that cost lots of money. Now we 
realize that you never miss, but rarely a day 
goes by that we don't get an order for a 
replacement skyscreen housing ($2.50) . 

Order Today 

TOLL FREE ... 800 PACT INC 
(in Texas 214-641-0049) 

By Phone: We are happy to answer 
your questions and take your order. We 
accept Visa, MC and COD orders.• 
PACT PC (with skyscreens) ... . $199 
Print Driver (installed in PC) ... $ 25 
Battery Powered Printer . ...... $125 
Extra Printer Paper (6 rolls) ..... $12 
Skyscreen Bracket 

(optional but nice) ..... . . . . . $ 24 
Extra Skyscreens . . .. $15 ea $25 pr 
Skyscreen Housings$2.50 each 4 for $9 

·shipping & Insurance $4.50 UPS 
ground/$10 UPS 2nd day air. Extra 
shipping for bracket (separate package) 
$3 ground/$6 2nd day air. Bank service 
charge for VISA/MC. COD fee $2. Write 
or call for foreign rates. Texas residents 
add appropri.ate sales tax. 

Brochure Available covering the PACT 
product line of shooting timers and 
chronographs, $1.00. 

P. 0. Box 531525 
Grand Prairie, TX 75053 

Glint Guard™ pat. pend. 
Over the years chronographs have earn­

ed a well deserved reputation for flaky perfor­
mance when oeprated on bright sunny days. 
Some manufacturers deal with the problem by 
requiring you to put diffuser screens over their 
skyscreens. While this approach works, it 
makes set up more difficult and is prone to 
blow over in the wind. In addition if you fire too 
closely to them you may find that it has started 
raining bits of diffuser screen. 

The PACT PC 's Glint Guard™ circuitry 
allows us to dispense with this silliness. Glint 
Guard™ internally compensates for changes 
in light conditions in much the same manner 
as the automatic exposure feature in a modern 
camera. 

Pact Print Driver & Printer 
By having us install our optional Print Driver 

and purchasing our battery powered printer 
you will find your self in possession of the 
ulth~.ate chronograph system. When you 
complete your string just press the review key. 
The PC will ask you if you would like to print 
the string . Tell it " yes" and you will be provid­
ed with a print out consisting of the string 
number, complete statistical summary, and the 
velocity of each individual shot. Keep in mind 
that once the Print Driver is installed you can 
add the printer at any time. 

30 Day Money Back Guarantee 
We designed the PC, we build it, and we 

sell it factory direct to you . We take full respon­
sibility for your satisfaction. If you are not 100% 
satisfied with any PACT product, return it to 
us undamaged (no fair driving over it) within 
30 days, and we will refund your money. That 's 
our promise and you can depend on it. 

Lifetime Warranty 
The PACT PC features a real simple repair 

policy. If it breaks due to a defective part or 
faulty workmanship we ' ll fix It free. If you 
break it (people really have driven over them) 
we'll fix it for cost. No hassles and no ques-
tions asked. · 

PACT, Precision Chronograph, PACT PC and Glint Guard are Trademarks of Practical Applied Computer Technology, Inc . 



HANDlOADING 
CHARLES PETTY 

RELOADING MANUALS, OFTEN TAKEN FOR 
GRANTED, OFFER WEALTH OF GOOD INFO 

We would like to welcome Charles E. Petty 
as the new Handloading Editor and author of 
the Handloading column. Formerly the Spe­
cial Projects Editor of American Handgun­
ner, Charlie adds the responsibility of 
Handloading Editor to his portfolio, which 
also includes a position as Contributing Edi­
tor of The American Rifleman. 

An experienced and knowledgeable 
shooter, Charlie served as an armorer in the 
US Air Force with his specialty being the 
accurizing of 1911 .45 pistols for use by the Air 
Force Pistol Team. 

Regular readers may recall Charlie's fre­
quent byline in American Handgunner and 
his pioneering research into the use of heavy 
bullet loads with the .38 Super. More 
recently, Charlie has developed a wealth of 
reloading information on the new lOmm Auto 
cartridge. He has invented a . 41 caliber auto 
pistol wildcat cartridge and studied ballistics 
for over a quarter of a century. 

Actively involved in PPC, JPSC and bulls-

eye competitive shooting, Charlie makes his 
home in North Carolina. 

0 ne of the most difficult decisions in 
reloading is deciding whose loading 

data to use and where to start and stop. Load­
ing manuals are guides; cookbooks for shoot­
ers and, just like the kitchen variety, have 
room for creativity on the part of the chef, but 
there are limits. Two pinches of salt may be 
one too many for some recipes, but the worst 
thing likely to come of that error is dinner at 
McDonalds. Gunpowder is not nearly as 
forgiving. 

On a shelf in my loading room are copies 
of every loading manual published by recog­
nized sources. There are also a number of 
dog-eared books and quite a few older man­
uals that date back to my earliest loading 
days. Whenever I begin to work with a new 
cartridge, or one I haven't loaded in awhile, I 
check the data given in my most current 
source. 

Most of the time this will be from the bullet 
makers and if it's a Hornady bullet I'll check 
their data first. The same is true for Sierra or 
Speer or whomever, for I believe they ought 
to know their own products best. But I'll also 
look at other comparable data to see if there is 
any discrepancy between the two that can't be 
readily explained. Most of the time the data 
will agree within a few tenths of a grain but 
sometimes it doesn't and it's hard to figure out 
why. 

A great example is Speer's maximum load 
for the .44 Magnum with their 240 gr. lead 
bullet. They list a maximum charge of7 .0 gr. 
Unique. Hornady's latest book lists a max of 
8.5 gr. with their similar bullet and Lyman's 
has something a bit over 12 gr. depending 
upon the bullet. Obviously, pressure can't be 
the reason for setting such radically different 
levels-some other factor must be involved. 
In this case the reason is barrel leading. Both 
Speer and Hornady sell swaged lead bullets 
and Lyman's data is based on bullets cast of 
linotype metal. If you drove a soft swaged 
bullet to the velocities you can reach with 
true maximum loads, most of it would stay in 
the barrel. 

Sometimes there are differences that aren't 
so easy to explain. An example is when you 
find a powder charge that's the same or heav­
ier than the charge listed for a lighter bullet. 
That may be understandable if you're looking 
at two different manuals but it's hard to figure 
if you happen to find it within the same com-

Conrinued on page 16 
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THE STEEL CHALLENGE 
-1988-

WORLD SPEED SHOOTING CHAMPIONSHIPS 
The 1988 Steel Challenge Video features the fast and furious action 
of the most exciting pistol competition in the wortd. This videotape 
highlights the" Supt1r SqUlld," Leatham, Enos, Barnhart, Plaxco, 
Castelow, and the 1988 winner Chip McCormick. Plus, speed 
shotgun footage with a 1.67 second run at five knockdown steel 
pepper poppers. Complete play-by-play narration, interviews with 
the top shooters, slow-motion replay and much more. 

ROCK 'N' ROLL #1 
Fully Automatic 

Machine Gun Fun 
The finest, most informative 
machine gun videotape ever 
produced. The FBI, CIA, and 
LAPD all have it! Complete 
info on history, size, weight, 
caliber, and characteristics of 
UZI, M-16, AK-47, MAC-10, 
MINI 14, and over 15 more. 
45 minutes $49.95 

ROCK 'N' ROLL #2 
More Guns, More Fun 

Popular demand for 1/1 crea­
ted the need for this tape. 
Features 20 different full auto · 
machine guns with field-strip­
ping. THOMPSON, STEYR 
AUG, M-14, M60, MAUSER 
BROOMHANDLE, BAR, MP-
40, and over 14 more. 
60 minutes $49.95 

DEADLY EFFECTS 
Wound Ballistics 

Shows what bullets do to 
bodies. Howtochooseeffec­
t ive handgun ammunition. 
The effects of bullet weight 
and bullet configuration. Stop­
ping power, energy transfer, 
penetration and incapacita­
tion . From the producers of 
Deadly Weapons. 
Over BO minutes. $95.00 

DEADLY WEAPONS 
Learn the truth about modern 
firearms. What they will and 
will not do. Compares different 
calibers shooting through glass, 
into car doors, at bulletproof 
vest, even into auto fuel tanks! 
Thousands sold worldwide. 
See for yourself why the KGB, 
FBI, CIA and hundreds of 
police agencies have this tape. 
Over 100 minutes. $49.95 

__ .... ___ .. _ 
=-~=.:=~ 

GREEN 
BERETS 

SENTRY l 
NEUTRALIZATION 

.John Shaw 
Comti..1..,hot.<1tm~ 

----.:...-:.:.."":.:::..:.::: 

PISTOL MASTERS 
Sight picture, grip, trigger pull, 
stance, twe of gun and ammo, 
practice methods, mental con­
centration ... it 's all covered 
in the best, pure " how-to " 
shoot combat pistol video 
avai lable . Features Leatham , 
Enos, Barnhart, McCormick, 
Plaxco, Joanne Hall , Spagnoli , 
Wif.son and Chapman . 
60 minutes $49.95 

BOB MUNDEN 
The Fastest Gun To Ever Live 
Incredible fast draw display 
with live ammo. Complete 
how-to for fanning and thumb­
ing with Colt single action 
revolvers. Includes card split­
ting with both pistol and rifle, 
aerial shooting. gun spinning 
and much, much more! 
75 minutes. $49.95 

GREEN BERETS 
Sentry Neutralization 

Green Beret stealthing and 
killing techniques for taking 
out enemy guards and sen­
trys. You can learn the no 
nonesense fighting tech­
niques of America's elite mil­
itary fighting corps. 
60 minutes. $59.95 

JOHN SHAW 
COMBAT SHOTGUN 

Self Defense and 
Combat Competition 

John Shaw is known world­
w ide as an excellent firearms 
instructor. Learn all you need 
to know about combat shotgun 
shooting, sight picture, stance, 
grip, rapid target acquisition, 
pump vs. auto, chokes, pistol 
grips and much more. 
60 minutes $49.95 

'it800-942-TAPE 
In CA (619) 569-4000 

FIRESTORM 

I ........ ._,, ....... I ................. """"' 

HOW TO 
SHOOT FAST 

SELF DEFENS E •nd 
COMMT COMPETITION 

ORDER 
NOW!! 

60 Minutes 

$49.95 
WOMAN'S GUIDE 

TO FIREARMS 
An introduction to firearms, 
safety, techniques, revolver 
vs. auto, how to select a hand­
gun and accessories, hand­
Ii ng noise and recoil, care 
and security of a firearm in 
the home, and more. 
60 minutes. $39.95 

F,.tUSTORM 
How to Handle & Fire 

Fully Automatic Weapons 
Step-by-step demonstrations 
of submachine guns, assault 
rifles, light and heavy machine 
guns and more. Detailed in­
formation, explosive action 
and exciting personal exper­
ie11ces by the most respected 
military small arm s expert in 
the world today ... Peter Kokalis. 
60 minutes. $69.95 

HOW TO SHOOT FAST 
Self Defense and 

Combat Competition 
Six of the fastest pistol shoot­
ers in the world demonstrate 
their techniques and are 
compared in slow motion to 
determine what makes them 
so fast Leatham, Barnhart, 
McConnick, Campbell, Plax­
co, Kerry Lathwell. 
60 minutes. $49.95 

USPSA NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

/PSCCombatPistolCompetition 
True combat pistol action fea­
turing the best shooters in 
the world. Watch and learn 
as they go through the paces 
of the most realistic combat 
courses ever designed. If you 
want to be a betler combat 
shooter this tape is a must. 
Professionally produced, full 
color, slow motion, inteNiews 
and 1ots more. 
70 minutes $49.95 

MORE EXCITING VIDEOS 1t 800-942-T APE 
Ant~Terrorism Weapons& Tactics .... $39.95 End ofTrail. ..... , . .... .. .. ..... .. . $49.95 
Navy Seals ........... . ..... . . . .... $39.95 NRA Bianchi Cup . .. .......... . .... $49.95 
Swat Tactics . . .. . .......... .. . ... . $59. 95 Steel Challange ...... .... ... . ...... $49. 95 
Concealed Weapons & Holsters .... $49.95 SOF 3-Gun Shoot/Convention .... . . $39.95 
Paint Ball Weapons & Tactics . . . .. .. $49.95 Second O.ance Combat Shoot ... . . . $49.95 
Woman's Guide To IPSC .... .. .. . .. $49.95 Basics To Bullseye wflohn Pride .... $39.95 
Self-Defense for Women ... ... .. .. . $49.95 Rifle Shooting Techniques .. ..... . .. $39.95 
Metallic Cartridge Reloading .. .... . $49. 95 How To Sharpen Your Knife . ...... . $39.95 
Millet Sights How To .. .. ... .. .. . . . $39.95 .45 Auto Pistol Video Manual ..... . . $39. 95 

Call toll free to order and to ask about any tape in which you 
are interested. We'll be happy to answer all of your questions. 

In CA (619) 569-4000 
Please send me the following videos: 

. Please include $3.00 shipping and handling. 

WIAiL0RDER"1DEO Ea~ 
7888 OSTROW STREET, #A D SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 92111 
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pany's data. Conventional wisdom is that 
powder charge decreases as bullet weight 
increases, but if the bearing area of the heav­
ier bullet is less it might well be okay. And 
there's always the chance of an undetected 
error or misprint. It may be that the load is 
absolutely correct, but I think it ought to raise 
a red flag in the mind of the reloader. 

Some folks who have compared old edi­
tions of manuals with current ones have 
noticed that some previously listed maximum 
loads have been reduced. The reason is really 
pretty simple: we know more about pressure 
now than we used to. Within the industry 
there is a trend toward using newer tech-
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nology for pressure measurements and the 
results have sometimes had a few surprises. 

The new technology is the piezoelectric 
transducer which, when coupled with a com­
puter, can show engineers things about inter­
nal ballistics that they never knew. The 
transducer provides a record, millisecond by 
millisecond, of pressure and has taught us a 
lot about how powder burns. 

In the past all pressure measurements were 
made by comparing the change in length of a 
small copper crusher and, while they pro­
vided valuable information , they didn't 
always give an accurate measurement of 
peak pressure. The changeover is still going 
on and the only way the hobby reloader has of 
knowing which method was used is if pres-

sure test results are published. The units will 
then provide the answer, for transducer data 
gives results in pounds per square inch, 
whereas the copper crusher data is reported 
as C. U. P. ( copperunits of pressure) . 

These two are in no way interchangeable 
and pressures measured with the transducer 
will almost always be higher. That doesn't 
mean that old loads were unsafe, although 
some were, but our better knowledge has 
taught some needed caution. There's an 
excellent article in the current Lyman hand­
book that shows a comparison of the same 
loads measured both ways and is worthwhile 
reading for anyone interested in more 
information. 

Another cause of differences may be 
whether the company used a pressure barrel 
or standard firearm for their load develop­
ment work . Special pressure barrels are 
expensive (around $500 each) and when you 
consider the number of calibers involved the 
cost can be substantial. If one company has a 
pressure barrel for a particular caliber and 
another doesn't, there may be considerable 
differences between their data. The guy with­
out the sophisticated equipment is going to be 
basing his opinion on things like case expan­
sion measurements or primer signs. Given 
the current climate concerning liability, the 
result may well be a more conservative load. 

All the data books carefully list the specific 
components used. They show the make of 
case, primer, powder and bullet and any 
deviation from the exact list requires some 
care on the part of the reloader. All the man­
uals advise to work up to maximum loads 
with extreme caution, but I feel that a lot of 
loaders ignore that sage advice and get away 
with it most of the time. Even when you use 
exactly the same components, guns aren't 
identical and if you happen to have a tight 
chamber or bore, there's a real chance of 
hitting excessive pressure levels. But if you 
switch components and use a different case, 
primer or bullet (even if it's the same weight) 
things can get nasty. 

One of the most popular component 
switches is to substitute magnum primers for 
the standard type. The times when such a 
switch would be beneficial are rare, to the 
extreme, and most of the time they either do 
nothing or are harmful. Their more rapid 
ignition can screw up accuracy and push 
pressures that were safe with standard prim­
ers to excessive or perhaps hazardous levels. 
Heavy loads of the slower ball type pro­
pellants are about the only time when mag­
num primers may be useful and then only if 
the data source specifies their use. 

If your goal is a maximum load, the way to 
be safe is to begin at somewhere near the 
middle of suggested range and work up to the 
maximum in small steps. My practice is to 
use no more than 0.5 gr. increments at any 
time and if the load is near the top I'll reduce 
that to 0.2 or even 0.1 gr. Some powders have 
rather narrow ranges between starting and 
maximum loads and it isn't a good idea to 
start in the middle using half grain incre­
ments if there's only a two grain spread 
between top and bottom. 

Continued on page 102 
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Imagine. The proven Pro Timer III shot timer and 
ProTach CLASSIC chronograph in one unbeatable 
package at a combined cost of only $325.00. Compare 
costs and prove it to yourself. 

Timer Features. Shot detection and stop plate switch 
operations are automatically selected. Shots and plate 
hits are recorded and can be reviewed, along with 
differences between shots. All shots fired in the Par 
Time mode can be reviewed. Instant and random 
3 to 5 second delayed starts are standard. 

Chronograph Features. Pre-assembled sensors and 
bracket mount to a standard camera tripod. Provides 
review of low and high velocities, extreme spread, 
standard deviation, average velocity, shot number and 
individual shot velocities. Edit capability removes any 
unwanted shot from a string. 

Pro Timer III. If all you need right now is a timer, the 
Pro Timer III is the right choice. In 1987 alone, it was 
selected as an Official Timer for the Steel Challenge, 
the NRA Bianchi Cup and the IPSC Nationals. 
It is in stock and available for the 
lower-than-ever price of $225.00. 
The Pro Timer I is also available 
for $149.95. 

Timer Upgrade. Now, you can upgrade 
any of our timers to the Pro TNT. 
Prices for upgrading are: 

•Pro Timer III to Pro TNT . ... . $150.00 
• Pro Timer I & II to Pro TNT ... $200.00 
• Pro Shot Timer to Pro TNT .. . $250.00 

All models feature : 
• 30-day money-back guarantee 
• One-year limited warranty 
• 5-day turnaround service policy 
• Battery compartment for 9V battery. 

Call or write for FREE literature, or to place an order. 

ORDER NOW! 
Call Toll Free 1-800-222-3845, Illinois residents 
1-815-877-3322. Visa, MasterCard and COD accepted. 
Illinois residents add 6-1 / 4% sales tax. Add $4.50 for 
shipping and handling. Certified check or money order 
by mail. 

Competition Electronics, Inc. 
2542 Point O' Woods 
Rockford, IL 61111 



In Chrome 
or Black Teflon 

A Davis Derringer gives you the backup 
punch you need when duty calls. As for reli­
ability, we back all our guns with th is simple 
guarantee: IF ANYTHING GOES WRONG, WE 
FIX OR REPLACE IT FREE, FOR THE 
LIFETIME OFTHE ORIGINAL PURCHASER. 

The Davis Derringer conceals easily. From 
a company thafs 100% American-owned and 
operated , the Davis comes in your choice of 
.22 LR, .22 WMR, .25 Auto, or .32 Auto to fit 
your stopping power requirement. 

,( 
\ 

ALSO FROM 
DAVIS: The 

P-32 Semi-Auto 
in chrome. 
black teflon. 
or satin nicke l. 

The American Way • 

CIVI 
15150 Sierra Bonita Lane • Chino. CA 91710 
(714) 597-4726 
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COPTA1K 
MASSAD AYOOB 

WEAPON RETENTION IS A MATTER OF 
BALANCING HOLSTER, TRAINING, GUN 

Some regular readers have noticed that 
almost every time I write about this gun, 

that holster, or some tactical aspect of the 
discipline, I mention the factor of whether or 
not what we're talking about is conducive to 
retaining control of your gun when someone 
else is trying to take it away and shoot you 
with it. One or two have asked if I have a 
"thing" about it , and have I ever had my own 
gun taken away? 

The answer is "yes" and "yes." I do have a 
"thing" about a syndrome that is known to kill 
perhaps one out of five police officers who 
are murdered in the line of duty, because 
that's the average quoted figure of cops slain 
with their own gun or a partner's. And I get 
my gun taken away hundreds of times a year. 

Several years ago I was certified to teach 
weapon retention and disarming by the 
acknowledged police master of the art, Jim 
Lindell. I teach the discipline to hundreds of 
students in a given year. When you count the 
number of repetitions of each of the tech­
niques with each of the students, from me 
taking their gun to wake them up at the begin­
ning, to them disarming me in the final exer­
cise, that's a lot of gun-grabbing. For a trial I 
was involved in last year in which an armed 
citizen tried to get a gun away from a suicidal 
girl and it went off and killed her- resulting 
in him facing a death jury for Murder One- I 
had to compute the number of times a year I 
struggle with someone for a gun. It came out 
to about 4,000. 

The defendant in the case in question had 
zip for training. He pulled the gun away from 
the girl, she pulled it back, and blam. A 
young woman had died tragically and I 
wanted to cry for her, but a second tragic 
death wouldn't make up for the first, and 
frying the guy who tried to save her didn't 
strike me as justice. I explained to the jury 
why it was an accidental "Excusable Homi­
cide," not Murder One, according to the fact 
evidence in question . 

The prosecutor thought differently. He fig­
ured nobody small could get a gun away from 
a bigger, stronger male, the way the defen­
dant said it happened . The prosecutor was a 
big, strong jock, about as much bigger than 
me as the defendant was bigger than the sad 
little 23-year-old girl who had died in his 
arms. In front of the jury, to show that the 
defendant and I were both full of it , he 
pointed a gun at me and challenged me to take 
it away from him. 

I took the gun away from hirn and shoved it 
up his nose, rocking his head back. The trial 
transcript does not record the gales of laugh­
ter that burst from the jury. It does record the 
prosecutor's final words to me as he stood 

with his eyes crossed on the gun muzzle: 
"That's very good. No further questions." 
The jury found the defendant Not Guilty, and 
freed him to pick up what parts of his life the 
tragedy has left him. 

The point is this: while I've never been 
disarmed in the street, I have been through 
more than enough fulJ power struggles for a 
handgun in training to be able to telJ you a 
basic truth: ANYONE CAN BE 
DISARMED! 

And, please, spare me the BS machismo. 
Lines like "Nobody's ever gonna get my gun 
away from me." Those are the words of 
someone who's never been fighting three to 
one and been whacked on the back of the 
head with a 2 x 4. The police defensive tactics 
researchers Bob Downey and the late Jordan 
Roth recorded 138 cops killed with their own 
guns in a 10-year period , and alJ of them 
would have said a minute before it happened, 
"Nobody's gonna get my gun away from me." 

The assailant will try to kill you with your 
own gun in any of several patterns of attack. 
Maybe he'll wait 'ti l his buddy sucker 
punches you from behind, and you're out for 
a second , before he goes for your holster. 
Maybe he'll catch you off guard and attack 
from any angle across 360° to rip it out of the 
leather. And if he's really got chutzpah or is 
maybe just zonked enough and desperate 
enough, he'll try to rip it right out of your 
hand and shove it up your nose, as I did to that 
lawyer. The difference is, I used an unshoot­
able gun, and this guy is gonna have yours 
fully loaded , and he will blow your brains out 
if you don't stop him. 

Weapon retention is a multi-faceted disci­
pline. It's not enough to have this magic hol­
ster or that magic gun or these other magic 
techniques. Depending on the pattern of 
attack, you might need a security holster or a 
gun the bad guy can't shoot or weapon reten­
tion skills, or you might need any or alJ of 
them in combination. 

I'm a believer in the LindelJ Method of 
Weapon Retention, the strongest and most 
proven such system ever developed . Hun­
dreds of cops owe their lives to it after docu­
mented incidents. Sometimes the guns were 
in their hands when the attack came, some­
times in unfastened holsters, but the training 
held and the cops survived. 

Does this mean that all you need is reten­
tion training? NO! It doesn't work if you've 
lapsed unconscious for a second, or if four 
mammoth scumbags are on top of you at once 
pulling in different directions. 

Security holsters? I'm a believer. There 
are several street proven holsters out there, 

Continued 0 11 page 20 
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THE CBS VIDEO LIBRARY PRESENTS THE VIETNAM WAR WITH WALTER CRONKITE. 
These soldiers aren't 

actors. And these films aren't 
movies. 

This is actual war footage, 
shot in the heat of combat. 
Presenting The Vietnam War 

w~~;;•gin%e with Walter Cronkite. 
In th is landmark 

videocassette series, you'l l see Vietnam the way 
it really was. Because every mortar blast, every 
sniper, every land mine is real . 
You 'll see Medevac pilots saving 
lives against incredible odds. 
B-52 air strikes pounding the 
hills. From the streets of Hue to 
the suffocating jungle, through 
ambushes and booby traps, you'l l 
witness it al l as it rea lly happened. 

Start with "The Tet Offensive:· 
considered by some to be the 
most important event of the war. 
Here the Vietcong violate a cease­
fire on their most sacred holiday 
to launch a stunning and deadly 
attack. You'll see the siege at Khe 
Sahn, where 6,000 marines defend 
their mountain base surrounded by 40,000 
North Vietnamese. And at Hue, you' ll watch 
Marine "grunts" advance their position, inch by 
bloody inch. Much of the footage in th is 
remarkable videocassette was filmed even as 
the enemy sn iped at the cameramen. And it 's 
yours for a ten-day, risk-free trial for just $4.95, 
if you join today. 

As a su bscriber, you'll receive a new 
videocassette every six weeks, always for the 

same risk-free trial. Each cassette is insightfully 
narrated by Walter Cronkite. Each features a 
different chapter of the war. 

For each cassette you decide to keep, the 
price is just $39.95 plus shipping and handling. 
There's no minimum number to buy. And you 
can cancel your subscription at any time. 

The Vietnam War with Walter Cronkite 
brings you Vietnam as it really happened. So 
start with "The Tel Offensive" by sending in the 
coupon below. For faster service, use your 
credit card, and call toll free: 1800 CBS-4804. 
(In Indiana, call 1800 742-1200.) 

"THE TEI OFFENSIVE:' 
JUST$4.95. 

with subscription 

CBS VIDEO LIBRARY. 1400 North Fruitridge, Ave .. Terre Haule, IN 47811 

r----------------------
CBS VIDEO LIBRARY 
Dept. VEL, P.O. Box 1112 , Terre Haute, IN 47811 

YES, enter my subscription to The Vietnam War with Wa fter Cronkite under the terms described in this ad. 
Send me "The Tel Offensive" for the introductory price of just $4.95, which I'm paying as indicated below 
(fill in). Also, send me future cassettes (at $39.95 plus shipping and handling) on ten days' approval , with 
no obligation to buy. 
Check one: D VHS D BETA Check how paying: 
D CHECK ENCLOSED for $4.95' (future cassettes billed with shipment). Vil 
D CREDIT CARD Charge my series purchases, beginn ing with $4.95 • for my first cassette, to 
D American Express D VISA D MasterCard D Diners Club Vl2 

Account # ____ ___ ____________ Expiration date ____ _ 

Signature ____________ _ ______________ _ 

Name _ _____ ~----------------------
Address _______________________ _ ____ _ 

City State Zip ______ _ 

NOTE: All subscriptions subject to review. CBS Video Library reserves the right to reject or cancel any 
subscription. Offer limited to continental U.S. *Applicable sales tax added to all orders. 

L----------------------------~--~ Oscar is a reg1ste1ed trademark ol the Academy of Mooon Piclure Arts and Scicnc:P.S 



Standard Reticle 
in Good Light 
PLUS 
Illuminated Reticle 
in Poor Light 
A full line of top 
quality Recoil 
Proof Handgun & 
Rifle Scopes with 
this unique hunt­
ing feature. Fac­
tory tested to 
withstand a 
recoil force of 
1,400 G's and 
backed by a Lile 
time Warranty. 

Write For 
FREE 1988 Catalog! 
If your local dealer cannot supply 
this unique scope line, write or 
call our factory. 

THOMPSON/CENTER ARMS 
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P.O. Box 5002, Dept. AH-11 
Rochester, New Hampshire 03867 
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with Bianchi and Rogers and Safariland lead­
ing the pack , that have saved multiple 
officers' lives when punks tried to rip the guns 
out and couldn't; the cop was out cold or off 
guard, but he was the one who "knew the 
combination to the trick holster" and the dirt­
bag didn't. Does this mean that a security 
holster is all you need? NO! There are some 
criminals who know the combination, and 
some who find it by luck, and the holster 
matters not at all if the attack comes when the 
gun is in your hand. Too, the harder it is for a 
criminal to get your gun the harder it is for 
you to get it. While one in five who would kill 
you will try to do it with your gun, the other 
four will bring their own, and you'd damn 
well better have a fast answer for that 
situation. 

A third answer, one I'm fond of, is a "user­
proprietary" gun. The history of S&W and 
Colt automatics in the police service shows 
innumerable cases of crooks getting hold of a 
police gun and failing to commit murder with 
it because they couldn't find the safety catch. 
Perhaps the ultimate answer, though cer­
tainly not for everyone, is the MagnaTrigger 
conversion of an S&W revolver so it can only 
fire in the hand of someone wearing a special 
magnetic ring. But how many cops are really 
up for sending $300 to Tarnhelm , 67 1h 
Rumford St., Concord, NH, 03301 for the 
conversion, and ready to wear a ring on each 
hand every day, all day? 

And an increasing number of police 
instructors have been made to believe that 
their cops are too stupid to release a safety 
catch as they draw and fire, and are telling 
their men to carry double action autos with 
the safety off or issuing autos with no manual 
safety at all . Back to square one: weapon 
retention training and security holsters. 

I submit that there has to be a balance here. 
First, you need the weapon retention train­
ing: that's non-negotiable. A chief who sends 
his people on the street with guns hanging out 
in plain sight and doesn't train them in 
weapon retention has wrapped a case of 
culpable negligence around himself as soon 
as his first cop gets shot with his own gun. 

Retentive holsters and proprietary guns? 
Remember, the safety slows you down a little 
and some holsters slow you down a lot. A 
security scabbard or a safety locked gun 
demands intensive training to make it reflex­
ive for the officer to react swiftly and surely 
when suddenly attacked by an armed 
criminal. 

A balance can be found. For me, after a lot 
of studying and teaching and testing, it came 
down to this: When my part-time job as a 
sworn police lieutenant (as opposed to my 
full-time job as weapons instructor) takes me 
on the street in uniform, I carry a conven­
tional .357 in a security holster such as the 
Bianchi 27 or the Rogers Boss. I carry my 
MagnaTrigger .357 in a raked:back thumb­
break Bucheimer Estes designed more for 
speed than security, since a snatch-resistant 
gun makes a snatch-resistant holster redun­
dant . My cocked and safety-locked Colt .45 
automatic is Likely to be in a fast thumb-break 

4500 holster by G. Wm. Davis. And my 
double action SIG-Sauer automatics that have 
no manual safety and shoot as easy as 
revolvers ride in security holsters, a new­
model Bucheimer Auto Breakfront for the 
9mm P-226 and the fine new Don Hume rig 
for the P-220 .45. 

It would be easier with one gun, but my 
training function in a mixed-gun department 
requires me to carry different weapons. Suf­
fice to say that a pattern of balance emerges: 
the gun with no safety catch rides in a security 

holster, the one that's user-proprietary goes 
into a speed rig. Speed of reaction on the one 
hand , reduced "snatch-ability" on the other. 
It's reflected on my department, too: the 
revolver carriers all have breakfronts, and 
virtually all the auto carriers pack "on-safe" 
in quick-access leather. 

Life is about finding a balance. Any job 
including what we call The Job is about find­
ing a balance. So it is with the issue of 
disarming vulnerability and the 
police service handgun . 

COR-BON® 
Super Penetrator 

Ammunition and Bullets 
for large and 
dangerous 

game 

New Loaded Ammo 
44 Mag 305 gr. 

454 Casull 320 gr. and 360 gr. 
$18.95118 Rnd Wallet Pak 
$49.95/50 Rnd Plastic Box 

,,a..1.e'fl'' Desert Eagle Load 
" 44 Mag 305 gr. 
Buy direct or see your Dealer 

Call or write Peter Pi 
COR-BON® 

P.O. BOX 10126 
Detroit, Ml 48210 
(313) 894-2373 
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DOES YOUR 
GUN COLLECTION 

STOP AT THE 
20TH CENTURY? 

GLOCK 17, 
9mm semi-automatic pistol. 
Catalog No. 17001 

I ( 
\....._ J \.. ___ J 

GLOCK 19 Compact 
9mm semi-automatic pistol. 
Catalog No. 19001 

II you don't own one ol these, 
if probably does. 

The GLOCK is the vanguard of a whole new era in 
handgun manufacturing and design. An era which is 
destined to reach well into the 21st century, but is avail­
able to you now. 
Space Age Polymers 
What makes the GLOCK unique among the field of 
9mm semi-automatic pistols is the use of lightweight, 
high strength polymers in its frame and magazine. This 
space age polymer technology not only makes 
the GLOCK an extremely comfortable and dur­
able pistol, but also a very affordable one. 
NATO Adopted 
Developed for the Austrian military, and 
adopted by NATO, the GLOCK has proven 
itself on both sides of the Atlantic to be a tough 

and reliable semi-automatic.Tested in mud, rain, sand, 
ice and heat, it performed flawlessly-continuously firing 
10,000 rounds or more without a problem. 
More of What You Want 
From its simple takedown to its remarkable accuracy, all 
GLOCK models offer you more in the way of easy han­
dling than any other pistols in history. And more in the way 
of capacity, too. Because fully loaded, the GLOCK 17 

will hold up to twenty rounds. And the GLOCK 
19 Compact has the capacity for eighteen. 
Get Ready Now 
Be the first on your block to own a GLOCK, and 
get a jump on next century's technology. For a 
full color brochure, see your nearest GLOCK 
dealer, or write or call GLOCK, Inc. today. 

GLOC~ INC. 
P.O. Box 369 • Smyrna, Georgia 30081 

(404) 432-1202 
NATO Stock No.: 1005-25-133-6775 

Telex: 543353 Glock Atl UD 
Fax: (404) 433-8719 



SllUETAS 
JOHNTAFFIN 

DAN WESSON ANNOUNCES TWO NEW BIG 
BORES, THE .414 AND .445 ULTRAMAGS 

I n April l98l, The Silhouette, official paper 
of IHMSA (International Handgun 

Metallic Silhouette Association) , announced 
a new handgun cartridge that was soon to 
have a significant impact on long rang.; sil­
houetting. The new cartridge was to be called 
the .357 SuperMag and was simply the .357 
Magnum lengthened to 1.600" 

By 1983, Elgin Gates oflHMSA, in coop­
eration with Dan Wesson , announced the 
new handgun which would quickly become 
the Number One long range revolver for 
silhouetting. That handgun is, of course, the 
Dan Wesson .357 SuperMag revolver which 
has been the winningest revolver in long 
range silhouetting since its introduction. 

Even before the .357 SuperMag became a 
viable revolver cartridge as chambered by 
Dan Wesson , Ruger and Seville, experiments 
were being carried on using the SuperMag 
cartridge in rechambered .357 Magnum 
Thompson/Center Contenders. Some wild­
catters looked beyond the .357 Magnum 
chambering immediately to bigger (and bet-

ter?) chamberings. It was about this time, in 
1981, that I made the acquaintance of one 
such wildcatter, Lew Schafer. Schafer had 
been working on his .444 Schafer Magnum 
chambered in the Contender-nothing more 
than the .444 Marlin case swaged and turned 
on a lathe to give the same outside dimen­
sions as the .44 Magnum. 

Schafer's major selling point was the fact 
that the powerful .444 Schafer Magnum 
could be used for hunting, and the shooter 
could drop back to the standard .44 Mag­
nums when desired. A number of .44 Mag­
num Contenders were rechambered to .444 
and many found their way to Alaska. 

I contacted Schafer as soon as I heard that 
the .357 SuperMag was coming and he began 
to make plans to convert one of the first to 
what he would call the .44 Schafer UltraMag. 
I do not know if Schafer made the first .44 
SuperMag or not, but we were experiment­
ing in 1981 using .44 Magnum Contenders 
rechambered to a 1.600" "SuperMag .44." 

Using a ten-inch Contender chambered for 

the .44 UltraMag, we went to 2200 fps with 
Hornady .44 200 grain jacketed hollow 
points, and 2000 fps with both the Sierra .44 
220 grain full metal jackets, and the Hornady 
.44 240 grain full metal jackets. All velocities 
were obtained safely with no dangerous pres­
sure signs, and accuracy was excellent. 

Schafer now had the cartridge, dies, cham­
bering reamers and test results, but no 
revolver. It was to be only a short time for this 
to be remedied and the first .357 SuperMag 
Dan Wesson revolver to arrive hereabouts 
never fired a shot until it was rechambered to 
.44 UltraMag and fitted with a .44 Dan 
Wesson barrel and shroud. 

What was accomplished by coming up 
with the new long .44 Magnum? Using an 
eight-inch barreled Dan Wesson recham­
bered to .44 UltraMag, the following results 
were achieved: 

200 grain Hornady JHP at 2000 fps 
220 grain Sierra Silhouette at 1900 fps 

240 grain Hornady JTC at 1800 fps 
265 grain Hornady FP at 1650 fps 

After a Jot of talking, I finally convinced a 
reluctant Schafer that he was missing an 
important part of experimenting by not try­
ing heavyweight-spelled 300 grain - bullets 
in his new pet. Finally he succumbed and we 
headed for the range with a supply of care­
fully worked up .44 UltraMag loads with 300 
grain bullets. 

Schafer screwed on the six inch barrel and 
handed me the big Dan Wesson allowing me 
the honor of firing the first rounds. With 

Continued on page 24 

22 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER ·NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 1988 



America's two hottest shooters 
see eye to eye on only one thing: 

THIY BOTH SHOOT SPRINGFIELDS 

'•' Safety and instruction manuals available from Springfield Armory . 
.....,. Always wear eye and ear protection when using any firearm. 

Rob Leatham and Jerry Barnhart are as different as two 
winners can be. For instance: • Jerry's not a big guy, but he 
used a Springfield .45 ACP to win the '87 Steel Challenge, 
and to smoke the field at the '87 USPSA Nationals. Although 
Rob's big and burly, he used a smaller caliber Springfield .38 

Super to blaze his way to victory in the shootoffs at the '87 
Steel Challenge, the '87 Bianchi Cup and the '87 USPSA 
Nationals. • Rob's a veteran, with four USPSA National 
Championships, two IPSC World Championships, and a 
Triple Crown win to his credit. Jerry's a relative newcomer 
to the pro circuit, but he's already become one of America's 
pre-eminent pistoleros. • On the firing line, Rob is cool 
as a cucumber. Jerry is the picture of intensity as he 
psyches himself into his shooting stance. 

Differences aside, there's one thing on which Rob and 
Jerry do agree: To be the best, a shooter must use the best. 
That's why they're both shooting Springfield 1911-AI pistols 

again in 1988. 
They're not alone in their choice. In 1988 as in 1987, 

perennial winners like Brian Enos, Mike Plaxco, Chip 
McCormick, Wayne Bowker and Ken Tapp will be using 
Springfield pistols as members of Team Springfield's "A" team. 
And, America's most prominent master pistolsmiths are 
now building more custom Springfields than any other 
major brand. 

Just how well did Springfield pistols perform in '87? Great! 
But this year, we'll do even better. Watch the results of 
America's most hotly contested competitions. You'll see 
more and more champions winning with Springfield pistols, 

. ~nd fewer and fewer shooting the has-beens and never­
:'weres. Let's face it: You can't argue 
with success. That's a fact on 
which we all agree. 

Send $3 for current four 
color all-product catalog. 

SectionSR-9, 420 West Main Street. Geneseo. IL 61254 (309) 944-5631 



Continued from page 22 

Schafer running the clock, I settled the .44 
UltraMag down on the sandbags. Before 
shooting, I had asked him to guess what the 
muzzle velocity would be. He was not pre­
pared for the results we obtained, but I had 
shot enough 300 grain cast bullets in .44 
Magnums to know what was about to 
happen. 

His guess as to muzzle velocity was 300 
fps low. From his squeal of delight as he read 
the first shot off the chronograph, I could tell 
exactly what was happening. Just as I had 
expected, the velocities with the 300 grain 
cast bullet were the equivalent of those that 
we had earlier obtained with the jacketed 265 
grain bullet. The first five shots averaged 
1589 fps with an extreme spread of38 fps and 
this from a six-inch barrel. 

While Schafer was watching the clock, I 
was concentrating on group size. My first 
shot struck about four inches to the right, and 

rather than adjust the sights, I decided to fire 
the rest of the shots just to see what kind of 
group I could obtain. On the second shot, 
Schafer announced that I had missed the 
target! 

Now I am not ·the world's best shot with a 
handgun by any means, but how could I miss 
the target? 

I really concentrated on the next shot, and 
Schafer started to announce that I had missed 
again, when he suddenly realized that the 
hole in the target was slightly oblong and we 
were getting a one-hole group with 300 grain 
bullets at 1600 fps. We finished with a 3/s " 
group for the first five shots with heavy bul­
lets from the .44 UltraMag. 

All of our experiments with the .44 UM 
were written up in GUNS (May 1984 and 
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January 1986). 
At the time, Lew Schafer spent consider­

able time trying to interest Dan Wesson in 
bringing out a .44 SuperMag. They of course 
were just getting the .357 SuperMag off the 
ground and so were not really interested. 
Schafer did first-class conversions but they 
were expensive as the .44 Magnum Dan 
Wesson barrels did not have the same thread 
as the .357 SuperMag barrels so it was more 
than a matter of simply rechambering a .357 
SuperMag cylinder and screwing on a .44 
barrel. The cost was double the price of the 
gun alone. The .44 SuperMag has been a 
fairly popular wildcat chambering as done by 
Schafer and other gunsmiths. 

Now the .44 SuperMag is about to be 
legitimatized. Elgin Gates has worked with 
Dan Wesson in bringing out the third of the 
SuperMag cartridges, behind the .357 and 
.375 SuperMags. The new cartridge will not 
be called the .44 SuperMag but the .445 
Super Mag. 

In talking with the Dan Wesson reps at the 
SHOT Show, I heard claims of2000 fps with 
the 240 grain .44 bullet from the new .445. 
This seems a little on the heavy side, but a lot 
will depend upon the brass that is used. Wild­
catters have built .44 SuperMags using both 
.444 Marlin and .3040 Krag brass cut to 
1.600". The new .445 brass will be specifi­
cally made for the .445 by BELL and will not 
require trimming as was the case with the 
.375 SuperMag for quite awhile. 

Soon, both silhouetters and hunters will 
have a new long range cartridge to work 
with. The .357 SuperMag can be loaded with 
a 180 grain bullet at 1400-1500 fps and the 
.375 Super Mag can deliver a 220 grain bullet 
at 1700 fps from a ten inch barrel. The .445 
will probably do a safe 1900-2000 fps with a 

220 grain silhouette bullet. This shoul.d open 
new vistas and write new chapters in the long 
range silhouetting game. The .445 should be 
an even more attractive package than the 
.357 SuperMag as it can easily double as a 
first-class hunting handgun. It will not be 
anywhere near as heavy as the .357 Super­
Mag and has the advantages of more caliber, 
more speed, and greater bullet selection. 

I will be getting one of the first 10 tool­
room .445 SuperMags from Dan Wesson. 
Elgin Gates, who is backing the project with 
a large order of the guns for IlfMSA plus 
orders to BELL for brass, and Redding for 
dies, is sending along both brass and dies. 
Since I was on the ground floor ofload devel­
opment for both the .357 and .375 Super­
Mags, I am looking forward to working with 
this new big bore. 

There could be one possible problem in 
using the .445 for silhouetting. Recoil . Will it 
be possible for shooters to maintain the con­
centration necessary to shoot 220-240 grain 
bullets at 1800-2000 fps without succumbing 
to recoil jitters? 

Will the big Dan Wesson, which tames the 
recoil of the .44 Magnum, be heavy enough 
to do the same for the .445? 

Will it be possible to come up with loads 
for the .445 that will allow 240 grain bullets 
at 1500-1600 fps without sacrificing 
accuracy? 

All these questions will be answered soon. 
Watch the pages of American Handgunner 
for all the latest information. 

Even as I write this, I have received word 
that there will be two, not one, new big bore 
SuperMags. In addition to the .445 Super­
Mag, Dan Wesson is also introducing the .414 
SuperMag, which is a lengthened .41 Mag­
num. And, I have also received word that I 
will receive one of 10 of each of the new 
SuperMags to be put out to the writers for 
testing and evaluation. 

So hunters, silhouetters, and long range 
handgunners will soon have the choice of 
both .41 and .44 SuperMags to work with as 
the .445 and .414 become reality. Freedom 
Arms and Barnes are both already making 
.44 caliber jacketed bullets with the neces­
sary .032" heavy jackets to withstand the 
pressures that these SuperMags will 
generate. 

Remember the early problems with light 
jacketed .357 Magnum bullets in the .357 
SuperMag? Hopefully the introduction of 
the .414 will see the same bullets available in 
.41 caliber. 

With the introduction of the .445 and 
.414-and I do like the nomenclature, no 
confusion with the .44 and .41 Magnurns­
new excitement should be generated in the 
long range silhouetting game. 

The .357 SuperMag, an excellent car­
tridge/gun combination and the Number One 
choice for long range revolver silhouetting, is 
a very limited choice whose main use is for 
long range silhouetting. The .445 and .414 
should be much more versatile being as good 
for big game hunting as for silhouetting. 
It would seem that a new era of long 
range silhouetting lllM-
is about to begin! . ~ 
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Wllat Is A Custo• 
Flrear•? 

One of the most used and misused words 
in the firearms industry today is 

"custom." We could offer a dictionary defi­
nition, but to members of the American 
Custom Gunmakers Guild it simply means 
a firearm painstakingly made to your order 
and specifications. 

A custom firearm is created from the 
finest components available. It is a com­
bination of the latest in modern machining 
techniques and time-honored hand fitting. 
Fit and finish are of the highest standards. 
It is made to the particular requirements of 
the client, so it is one-of-a-kind. Various 
components, when necessary, are carefully 
modified or completely handmade to fulfill 
a specific functional or aesthetic purpose. 

In other words, a custom firearm is first 
class all the way. But, it is more than that. A 
combination of advance planning and the 
subtle artistic use of the components 
results in a functional work of art, rather 
than an assembly of quality, but unrelated 
parts. A work of art that feels as good as it 
looks. A gunmaker's years of experience 
contributes subtle excellence in handling 
qualities as well as appearance. 

To some people a firearm is an extension 
of one's personality, a place for personal 
ideas to become reality, a source of pride 
and pleasure. 

True artistic beauty can be expressed in 
wood and steel, making your investment in 
a custom firearm a case of the sum being 
more than the addition of the individual 
components. 

The American Custom Gunmakers 
Guild is made up of craftsmen from all 
areas of the United States who specialize in 
high quality custom work on firearms. 
Guild members, although diverse in their 
interests, share a common bond toward the 
betterment of custom firearms and the 
skills needed to achieve as near perfection 
as is humanly possible. 

Each member is an individual craftsman 
with his own ideas and disciplines. Mem­
bers have a wide range of experience and 
specialties and the high quality of their 
work is the result of their years of dedica­
tion to these high ideals in making custom 
firearms. 

You may want to select a Guild member, 
or a combination of members, to turn your 
ideas of a custom firearm into reality. 

For information about the American 
Custom Gunmakers Guild and members, 
please contact Jan Melchert, Executive 
Secretary, ACGG, Dept. AH, 220 Divi­
sion Street, Northfield, MN 55057. Phone 
(507) 645-8811. 

The ACGG members mainly produce 
custom rifles. There are a few skilled 
pistolsmiths, but readers interested in 
handguns are urged to contact the Ameri­
can Pistolsmiths Guild, Rt. 1, Della Drive, 
Bloomingdale, OH, 43910. If readers are 
interested in custom rifles or shotguns, 
contact ACGG. Editor. 

NEWEST INNOVATION IN 
COMPETITION HOLSTERS! 

This Is The Holster 
That World Class 
Team Safariland Will 
Use In The 1988 
Shooting Season. 

COMPETITION PROVEN 

SAFARILAND'S 

MODEL 008 

FINAL 
OPTION 

v 
{ 65o/o lighter 
~ than any other 
~competition holster. 

~;;.\1=1.\1~ 11-1.\l\l l:J DEDICATED 
TD 
EXCELLENCE 
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Buy One IDBll Book, Get One Free! 
-~ YOU CAN CHARGE IT, TOO! (SEE COUPON) 

' 

1989 GUN DIGEST 

i\'t~'\ ~.~~ 1~~~~;~~~~j•~~ onhe 
world 's biggest selling gun book: Duncan 
Long writes of Bill Ruger 's own best loved gun 
design-the Ruger 22 autoloading pistol. Gad 
Rousing tells the story of John Ericsson. whose 
engineering when coupled with Dahlgren 's 
guns, changed the course of naval warfare 
forever. R.L. Wilson on how it has once again 
become respectable to sell firearms through 
Park Avenue 's fashionable auction houses. 
Noted thriller writer Donald Hamilton returns to 
his once-favorite rifle hunting after a 15 year 
layoff. Bob Bell takes a look at why big-lensed 
scopes work so well in the dark. Holt Bodinson 

..it£.<:-.-' on the rediscovery of the old centerfire small­
game rifle in the New Southwest. A huge 
catalog section conta ins the latest prices and 
specifications for all U.S . and in ported firearms 
on the market today. Plus much more. 480 
81 '2'' x 11 " pages. 

1989 GUNS ILLUSTRATED 
~~~ 21st Edition 

\~ •llll'!~!J1'~ ~~~ee~obi ~:;~~~ ~o~u~~ the 425 Express. 
which is designed to bridge the gap between 
the 375 Magnum and the 458 Winchester. Sam 

~....-:: ............. Fadale gives useful t ips for using the b lackpow­
der shotgun. Oscar Tamenne reviews the 
French Model 1935 service p istols. The AMT 
Automag II, the first truly successful autoloader 
chambered for the powerful 22 WMR 
cartridge, is studied by Jim Gosnell. Rick Fines 
discusses Dr. Lemat's revolver-a unique and 
innovative firearm that just came along at the 
wrong time. Howard French on cast bullets. Jin 
Thompson examines copies and near dupli­
cates of the old Colt Single Action Army Revol-

1!'1-""".'.ltY.-~-"':;:;;-.::-c..-' ver. The originals are collector's items. but 
thanks to Navy Arms replicas. we can now see 
just how well (or poorly) they shot. Much more. 
Plus our extensive catalog sec tion of all U.S. 
and imported firearms on the market today. 
320 81 

/ 2' x 11 " pages. 

ABC'S OF RELOADING 
4th Edition 

By Dean A. Grennell 

All-new edition of this best selling guide fea­
tures all the basics and more for the begin­
ner and experienced reloader . Full 
coverage of handgun. rWle and sholshell 
reloading. Setting up a reloading bench 
and avoiding common mistakes. Shopping 
for components such as cases, powder. 
primers. bullets and shot. Coverage of bul­
letmaking from sizing and lubrication to 
swaging. Metallurgy of typical casting al­
loys and possibillties for hardening the cast 
bullet. How to program an inexpensive 
pocket computer to generate your own bal­
listics tables . Sources for load data. 
Developing load data for cartridges on 
which no data is available. Techniques for 
testing for accuracy. Making your own 
reloading equipment. 288 81 '2'' x 11 " pages. 

HANDGUNS '89 
,~<\ All New 1st Edition 

-'\~°"" By Wiley M. Clapp 
~ A brand new annual! The complete guide to 
r<::::~--~.,,~~· what 's happening now in the world of hand­

#MSS2 

$1295 

#MCR2 

$1595 

guns, the ammo that feeds them and the over­
all handgun scene. Testfire reports on the 
Beretta 92SB-F (M9), Ruger's new P-85, the 
Smith & Wesson Classic Hunter, Colt's Omm 
Delta Elite and the Springfield Omega. Plus the 
Competition Browning. the Ruger GP-00 and 
the LAR Grizzly. Full coverage of the custom 
handgun world. Kerby Smith reports on hand­
gun competition. Bob Davis on handgun hunt­
ing the javellna. Ken Heckathorne, the 
authority. looks at defensive handgunning. 
Larry Kelley reviews a wheelgun for Afric a. 
How to test your handgun. A photo essay on 
grips for the Colt 45 Auto. The outdoorsman 
and the Magnum era. An enlightened study of 
the Big Brawny, Colt's last big revolver. A 
review of handgun ammunition. Plus much 
more. 224 81 '2'' x 11 " pages. 

The Gun Digest Book of 

METALLIC 
SILHOUETTE 
SHOOTING 

2nd Edition 
By Elgin Gates 
When. where and how It a ll started. The first or­
ganized handgun silhouette competition and 
the l 0th anniversary match. A history of the In­
ternational Handgun Metallic Silhouette As­
sociation. IHMSA rules. guns and cartridges, 
reasons for its popularlty. Outstanding records 
from the first twelve years of compet ition. 
Handloading for handgun silhouette. the only 
practical and economical way to compete in 
the sport. Over-the-counter. out-of-the-box 
factory production guns. Complete loading 
data for all silhouette revolvers by caliber. The 
outlook for the future of the sport. A history of 
the development and refinement of revolvers. 
Useful handgun tips. 256 81 '2'' x 11 " pages. 

By Edward A. Matunas 
This ail-new edition is a must for the how-to 's of 
safe and successful metallic cartridge reload­
ing. Includes a greatly revised and expanded 
data sect ion covering nearly 100 popular 
c artridges as well as powders, bullet weights 
and optimum game loads. Step-by-step 
reloading in a photo intensive chapter. A look 
at why poor accuracy occurs and how to cor­
rect the problems. A discussion on pr imers 
shows how they' re made and how they should 
be handled. Selecting the right bullet. The 
workings of chamber pressure and how to in­
terpret visual pressure signs. A review of brass 
cartridge cases and how to properly inspect 
cases for deterioration. A new approach to 
determining the optimum game weight for any 
load. Plus much more. 320 81 '2" x 11 " pages. 
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Buy One IDBI! Book, Get One Free! 

MODERN LAW 
ENFORCEMENT 
WEAPONS AND TACTICS 

By Wiley M. Clapp 
An in-depth look at weapons, 
equipment and tactics used 
by law enforcement agencies. 
Examines basic guns and 
special situation wea,P<>ns & 
equipment. 256 S ~' x 11 " 
pages. 
#MLEW . . . .... $13.95 
FLAYDERMAN'S GUIDE 
TO ANTIQUE AMERICAN 
FIREARMS And Their Values 
4th Edition 

By Norm Flayderman 

Completely updated prices & 
sp.,cs with over 3500 models 
a nd 1450 pho tos . How to 
ide ntify. va lu e a nd co ll ec t. 
624 8\/i" xll " pages. 

#FLA4 $22.95 

HANDLOADER'S DIGEST 
11th Edition 

Edited by Ken Warner 
Top writers in the field contrib­
ute helpful information on tech­
niques and components. Greatly 
expanded catalog of all current­
ly available loading tools, chron­
ographs and accessories. 
352 SW'x 11 " pages. 
#HDll .. . .. . . . $15.95 

THE GUN DIGEST BOOK 
OF 9mm HANDGUNS 

By Dean A. Grennell 
& Wiley M. Clapp 

Covers the cartridge and the guns 
that have been made for ot in 
greater depth than any other work 
available. Side-by-side ammo 
testfire reports using the Beretta 
Model 92F. Evaluation cl over 
50 guns. 256 SW' x 11 " pages. 

#9MM . . . . .. . . $12.95 

THE GUN DIGEST BOOK 
OF ASSAULT WEAPONS 

Edited by Jack Lewis 
A detailed anal ysis of assault­
type weapons , including te st­
fire reports of the late st full 
and semi-autos; centerfires , 
rimfire s and sho tgun s. Plus 
design trends and new philo­
sophie s, more . 256 SW' x 
11 " pages . 

#AW .. . ..... $12.95 
THE GUN DIGEST BOOK 
OF MODERN GUN VALUES 
6th Edition By Jack Lewis 
Updated and expanded edition 
o( the book that's become the 
standard for valuing modern 
firearms. Covers the current 
values of all non-military guns 
introduced from I 900- I 9S5 . 
44S SW ' x 11 " pages. 

#MGV6 .. ... . . $15.95 
GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 
HANDGUN RELOADING 

By Dean A Grennell & 
Wiley M. Clapp 

The reloading cycle from begin­
ing to end. Topics include: how 
to select tools, terminal ballistics 
cl handgun cartridges, testing 
the reloaii and much much more. 
256'SW'x 11 " page.1: 
#HR .......... :a;12.95 

HANDGUN DIGEST 
By Dean A Grennell 

A C0111plete overview of hand­
guns. Test-firing techniques and 
equipment. Handgun hunting. A 
look at numerous guns and car­
llidges. Special applications. 
Future trends. Much more. 256 
SW'x 11 " pages. 

#HAND . ... . .. . $12.95 
BOLT ACTION RIFLES CARTRIDGES OF THE 
Revised Edition WORLD, 5th Edition 

By Frank de Haas By Frank C. Barnes 
Defin it iv e wor k cove ring. a ll Completely up-dated, this en-
majordesigns since the Mauser cyclopedic work covers the 
of 187 1 Deta iled coverage domensions , performancepara-
of O\'e r I I 0 turnbo lt ac ti o ns meters, physical characteris-
- how the y fun cti on. take - tics for over 1,000 different 
down / assemb ly. stren gths & cartridges in one well-organ-
wea kn esses. d ime ns io na l ized book . 416 SW' x 11 " 
specs. 44 8 8'' " x 11 " pages. pages. 

#BAR . . . $14.95 #COW5 .. . ... $16.95 

. L!!j 
AIR GUN DIGEST 
2nd Edition 

' 

By J. I. Galan 
Every thing on ai r gun histnry. 
t rend~ and techno logy·. Rl! ­
port s on pneumat ic. ~pr i n g­
p isto n. CO .., and o t her air guns. 
I l unting arlc.1 ai r ~un cc,mpe 1i­
t io n . P lus an im po rt ant r..;,·icw 
on sa fe ty. 256 81/i'' x 11" pagt.::s . 

#AIR2 $12.95 

MILITARY SMALL ARMS 
OF THE 20TH CENTURY 
5th Ed1t1on 
By Ian V Hogg & John Weeks 
New pistols. sub-mac hine guns. 
bolt action rifle ,. anti-tank rifles 
and mac hine guns. inc. USS R 
ASK SMG. FN BG M-1 5s. WA 
2000 Sniping rifles. Browni ng's 
DA Compac t pi stol. 304 s•," 
x 11 " pages . 
#MSA5 . . ... $16.95 

r--------------------------, TWO BOOKS FOR PRICE 
OF ONE! HERE'S HOW! 

Buy one of the DBI books shown 1n this ad and 
get another DBI book FREE' 
(a) Buy any book(s) 1n this ad at retai l price 
(b) For each book you buy. you may select a 

second book from th is ad of the same price 
or less FREE• 

(c) Please include $2 .50 for each FREE bOok 
you order to help us cover postage, 
insurance. pack ing and handling. 
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INSIGHTS INTO IPSC 
compact .45 ACP- say a Colt Commander 
or Star PD. So happens that a 230 grain 
factory load comes out of one of these guns 
at about 770 feet per second. Multiply 
weight times velocity and you get about 
177, 000. Knock off the zeros and round to 
175 and you have the major factor." 

DAVE ANDERSON 

SHOOTOUT AT THE IPSC CORRAL: POWER 
FACTOR DEBATE SPURS FIGHTIN' WORDS 

"So why not make everybody shoot 
major?" 

"Because a lot of people , police 
especially, carried 9's and .38 Specials, 
either by choice or regulation. Didn't make 
much sense to tell them they couldn't use 
their duty gun in a practical shooting sport. 
A common .38 Special load in the old days 
was a 158 grain bullet at about 800 fps . 
Multiply that out and round it off and you 
get the minor factor of 125 ." 

An old spaghetti Western was playing on 
J-\..the VCR, and I was filling in the bor­
ing parts (i.e., no shooting) by paging 
through a stack of old gun magazines. I left 
Clint Eastwood trotting his mule into a 
dusty western town and was reading the 
9mm side of a 9mm versus .45 ACP debate 
when I came across a reference to "the 
fatuous IPSC power factor." Fatuous! As 
IPSC competitors we get called names 
ranging from gun shop commandos to 
gamesmen, but this was going too far. 

Still smarting from this bitter and 
unprovoked attack, I turned my attention 
to the screen, where ol' Clint was ridding 
the town of evildoers, which seemed to 
include most of the population. As he rode 
away to new adventures I dozed off, 
dreaming of how such an insult would have 
been handled in the good old days . .. 

"What'll it be, stranger?" asked the 
bartender. 

"Make it a sarsaparilla. Double." I 
tossed some coins on the scarred table and 
tilted my chair against the wall, scanning 
the saloon warily. It was late afternoon and 
there were only a few others present- half 
a dozen cowboys playing poker, and a cou­
ple of grizzled old timers at the bar. Out­
side a hot desert wind was swirling, occa­
sional gusts rattling the windows and 
swinging the batwing doors. 

One of the old timers left the bar and 
crossed to my table. "Mind if I join you, 
partner?" 

"Set." I took a cigar from my pocket and 
gestured at a chair. 

"Much obliged . Stranger in these parts, 
aren't you?" 

"Just passing through . I'm with the IPSC 
bunch. From up north ." 

"Guess maybe I've heard of them. So 
what's your business in town?" 

"Looking for a man named Bart- Black 
Bart Labrador. And when I find him," I 
patted the stocks of my holstered pistol, 
"there may be some shootin'." 

"Might be I can't allow that, friend." He 
pulled back his vest to show a badge pinned 
to his shirt . "So happens I'm marshal! 
around here. I know this Bart pretty well, 
he shoots strictly handguns. What's he 
done to get your bunch so riled?" 

"Said we got a fatuous power factor." 
The old man sighed dolefully, "I'm sure 

sorry to hear he used the f-word . That 
means you got to fight him, sure enough. 
It's the code of the west. But he does have a 
point about the power factor." 

"Yeah? How so?" I stuck the cigar 
between my teeth and popped a match into 

28 

life on my thumbnail, blinking back tears 
of pain as a chunk of the match head lodged 
under the nail and burned itselfout . 

"Well, as I understand it, you calculate 
this factor by multiplying bullet weight by 
velocity. The result is momentum, not 
power, so you should call it a momentum 
factor." 

I eyed the marshal! with respect. He 
knew his physics. "I knew that," I coun­
tered, "But we use the term colloquially, to 
mean stopping power, and we estimate 
stopping power by measuring momentum." 

"Okay, we won't argue the point. But 
there are Jots of theories about stopping 
power. How did you get so, er, infatuated 
with momentum?" 

"Because the man who founded the 
IPSC-El Jefe-felt that the research done 
by an army chap named Hatcher was the 
best available, and Hatcher concluded that 
there was a strong correlation between 
momentum and stopping power." 

A couple of the cowboys had left the 
game and joined the conversation. 

"Wait a minute, mister," said one. 
"Hatcher also felt that cross-sectional area 
and bullet construction were important." 

"What's the difference?" asked one of the 
cowboys. "Seems to me that bullet place­
ment is still the key." 

"There's no difference in a match , so 
long as you hit center. Start hitting the 
paper around the edges, though , and you 
get one more point with major than with 
minor." 

The marshal! struck a match one-handed 
(without burning his thumb, I noted 
enviously) and lit his cigarette. "So in 
effect the whole power factor business is an 
aid to administering and scoring matches, 
not an attempt to predict real-world 
effectiveness." 

"Right. Look, the IPSC crew never set 
out to find what the most effective loads 
are. We leave that kind of research to law 
enforcement people like you and that law­
man back east, Marshall Evans. IPSC set 
out to find what shooting techniques work 
best, with loads that have realistic recoil 

Just about anyone would agree that the faster a bullet 
goes, or the more it weighs, the better-ml things 

being equal. 
"Yeah," said the other, "and besides, I 

thought you guys were sport shooters . 
What difference does stopping power make 
in a competition?" 

"Good points," I tapped the ash from my 
cigar onto the floor. "It's a sport, all right, 
but it's based on the practical purpose of a 
handgun, which is self-defense. In order to 
be effective, a personal defense weapon 
has to produce a certain level of recoil, and 
part of the challenge of practical shooting 
is to develop techniques and equipment to 
handle this level of recoil. So long as we 
meet that requirement, though, things like 
bullet construction and shape are really 
irrelevant, because all we're shooting at is 
paper and steel." 

The marshal! had dug out the makings 
and was rolling a cigarette. "So you just 
want to make sure competitors are using 
full power loads . Sounds reasonable 
enough. But how did this major-minor 
business come about?" 

"Well , El Jefe and the other IPSC 
founders felt that the least powerful gun 
they would rely on for their own use was a 

levels . I think just about anyone would 
agree that the faster a bullet goes, or the 
more it weighs, the better-all things 
being equal. The major/minor system 
serves as an incentive to use heavier loads, 
it's easy to understand , and it's easy to 
administer." 

One of the cowboys fished a .45 Colt 
round from his cartridge belt and tossed it 
to me. "Say, I want to try one of your 
matches," he said , "how can I be sure these 
loads will make your major factor?" 

"Shouldn't be a problem with these," I 
replied, "but I can give you a couple of tips 
I got from the Mesa Kid ." 

"You met the Kid?" he said in awe. "Say 
mister, is he as fast as they say?" 

"Bet your spurs on it, cowboy. He's the 
champ of the whole IPSC bunch. Anyway, 
the Kid says you should allow some margin 
for error. If you want to make 175, load to 
make 180. Run off 20 or so rounds of the 
load you're trying and check them on a 
chronograph. But don't be satisfied if the 
average exceeds 180. What you want is for 
every single round to be over. If not, 
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increase the load and try again - providing 
you can do so safely, of course. If all the 
rounds make it, it doesn't hurt a thing to run 
off another 20 rounds and check them on a 
second chronograph . Sure, your loads will 
be a bit hotter than necessary, but come 
match day you can concentrate 100 % of 
your mind on shooting, rather than worry­
ing about whether your loads will factor 
okay." 

The tough-looking old marshall had a 
look of faint amusement on his face. 
"Stranger, ifthe Mesa Kid is so good, how 
come he ain't here to deal with Black Bart 
instead of a guy like . . . I mean , instead of 
you? No offense." 

"None taken. You're right, I'm not nearly 
so good as the Kid , but we don't figure we 
need to send our best to handle this Bart 
character." 

"Reckon we'll soon find out. He usually 
stops by about this time." The words were 
hardly spoken when the doors swung open 
and Bart stepped in. 

I could see by his outfit that he was no 
cowboy, from the legend "Wondernines are 
Fine" on his T-shirt to the P-226 that swung 
low on his hip. Bystanders scattered for 
cover as he crossed to the table and spoke. 
"I hear there's a stranger in town, thinks 
he's practical." 

"That would be me," I said , narrowing 
my eyes menacingly, which also served to 
keep out the cigar smoke. 

"Oh yeah? Well , I say you ain't practical 
and your power factor is fatuous." 

I rose slowly to my feet , pulling back the 
sheepskin vest to reveal the butt of the 
Wilson Accu-Comp in the Ernie Hill 
leather. " Smile when you say that , 
partner." 

"I ain't a-smilin'." 
"Then we settle this with our shootin' 

irons. You go first." 
"That's fair, Bart." said the marshal!. 

"It's the code of the west. I'll give the start 
signal." 

He pulled a Pro-Timer III from under his 
vest and switched it on. "Are you ready? 
Stand by." Beep! 

At the tone Bart spun to face a row of 

Pepper poppers lined up along the back 
wall, in front of a sandbagged backstop. 
The SIG-Sauer boomed six times, slam­
ming six poppers to the floor. 

"Good shooting, Bart." The marshall 
checked the timer. "That was a 3.38. 
Stranger, maybe you better just ride on out. 
You ain't likely to beat that." 

The others evidently agreed as they 
gathered around Bart, slapping his back 
and offering congratulations. I took a long, 
leisurely puff on the cigar and set it down. 

"Hold it," Silence fell across the room 
instantly, "The opera ain't over until the 
fatuous lady sings. Bartender, set 'em up 
again. No, the Pepper poppers. Okay, mar­
shal!, whenever you say." 

The timer sounded , and instantly the 
Accu-Comp was up and firing , the poppers 
falling before it. "The time," said the mar­
shall , "is 2.45 ... " 

"Dave, wake up! " I recognized my 
wife's voice. "The time is 2:45 , you 

fell asleep watching TV again." I came 
back to reality slowly and reached for the 
remote control unit. "I don't know why you 
watch those silly Westerns anyway," 
Simone continued, "You keep sitting up 
and munching on peanuts and chips and 
you're going to get ... " 

"Don't say it ," I sighed , punching, 
the off switch, "Fatuous." 

The affordable drop-in compensator 
that works! s1ag-oo SUGGESTED RETAIL 

Looking for an inexpensive 
way to turn your standard 1911 

into a compensated IPSC or "Pin" gun? 
KWIK KOMP is the drop-in compensator system 

you can install yourself in your .45 or 9mm/.38 Super 
government or Commander style pistol. Then you can remove 
it just as easily to return your pistol to its original configuration . 

• KWIK KOMP was designed by Springfield Armory and renowned 
master pistolsmith Richard Heinie, himself an active IPSC com­

petitor as well as one of America's most respected custom gun builders. 
So the concept and quality of KWIK KOMP are both superb. • Like the more 

expensive compensator units, KWIK KOMP helps reduce muzzle rise and recoil , so 
recovery time between shots is much shorter and accuracy is much improved. But, 
unlike those more expensive systems, KWIK KOMP was designed for shooters on a 
budget. The KWIK KOMP includes: •A drop-in .45 ACP or .38 Super match quality 
broached barrel, throated for reliability. The barrel is manufactured from 416 Stainless 

Steel, with a Rockwell hardness of 40-42. • A special Heinie-designed muzzle com-
pensator that securely attaches to the barrel. The compensator comes standard with a 

handsome blued finish. •A special barrel bushing, link and pin, recoil spring, H-0 firing pin spring, 
nylon bushing wrench, and easy to follow instructions. • Also Available: • Inquire about 
Springfield Armory's new off-the-shelf "comp" gun-a high quality Springfield 1911-A 1 with KWIK 
KOMP already attached!• Gunsmiths and gun builders: A National Match version of KWIK KOMP 
that does require fitting is now available in either .45 ACP or .38 Super. (.38 Super available ramped 
only.) Inquire for prices.• Standard configuration NM barrels, 511 or 6", either drop-in or fitted styles, 
are also available in either .45 ACP or .38 Super. Barrel bushing included. Inquire for prices.• To 
order KWIK KOMP direct: Prepay with money order or cashiers check, or we will ship C.O.D. 
VISA and MASTERCARD accepted. Include $4.00 shipping/handling per unit; Illinois residents 
include 61/.i % sales tax. 
In some pistols including Springfield 9mm, .38 Super unit 
requires fitting by competent. professional pistolsmith . 

Send $3 for 24-page 
four color catalog. 

Section SR-26, 420 West Main Street, Geneseo, IL 61254 (309) 944-5631 
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New Collar & Collar Lock 
Assures precise alignment of 
expander spindle. Split collar 
aligns itself between inside 
tapers of die. Result: Expander 
spindle is precisely centered. 

New Expander Spindle 
Solid , one-piece rod. Bottom 
portion tapered to guide 
cartridge into die. Improves 
alignment and accuracy for 
smoother operation. 

New Hardened 
Steel Decap Pin 

Will not break, bend or 
crack, even when deprim­
ing stubborn military 
cases (we even put a 
new "flashhole" in a 
Berdan case). 

~ 
\ 
~j 
~ 
'~) 
fi' ifi. 
i$ 
~ ~ 
~·~ Hornady "New Dimension" 
M Reloading Dies are guar-
f;I anteed not to break from 
tJ normal use for two years, 
j•J or they will be repaired i'' or replaced at no charge. 

i.i 
(:i 

}.~ New In-Line Bullet Seater 
Gives bench rest precision. 

Universal design reduces 
manufacturing costs ... and thus 

lowers the cost to you. 

New Bullet Seater 
Alignment Sleeve 

Guides bullet and case neck into 
die. Because case neck and bullet 

are enclosed in sleeve before 
seating begins, you're assured of 

in-line, bench rest alignment 
every time. Free-floating sleeve 
extends beyond bottom of die. 

$23.50 
2-Die Set 

Series I 

PRECISE. AFFORDABLE. GUARANTEED. 
Introducing Hornadys "New Dimension" Reloading Dies. 
We've redesigned our reloading dies with 

changes that make the entire reloading operation 
run smoother and easier Changes to give you 
precise bench rest quality and features. Changes 
that reflect new manufacturing techniques to 
give you a new lower cost - backed w ith a new 
warranty. For example, our new Titanium Nitride 
Pistol Sizing Dies are better than carbide dies. The 
super hard coating, developed for the metalwork­
ing market, results in a less expensive, longer-life 
die that's guaranteed not to scratch your cases. 

Compare our "New Dimension" dies w ith the 

competition. And then compare prices. With our 
"New Dimension" Reloading Dies, you get the best 
possible die, at the least possible cost. See your 
Hornady dealer today. And write Hornady for the 
complete story on "New Dimension" Reloading 
Dies, plus a copy of our latest catalog. 

We'rewhatH 
reloading is 1 1 o:r:n.a.dy 

all about 11 I ~ I Hornady Manufacturing Co ' Dept. AG111 8 
Box 1848. Grand Island. NE 68802· 1848 



Trick Out Your L-frame With 

BOLT·ON 
ACCESSORIES 

By Massad Ayoob 

Since their introduction , Smith & Wesson's 
L-frame .357 Magnums have become 

enormously popular. The enthusiastic police 
and public reception of the models 586 and 
686 with adjustable sights (chrome-moly and 
stainless construction respectively) and the 
fixed-sight service model 581 (681 in 
stainless) is well deserved. The guns have the 
heft and feel of the vastly more expensive 
Colt Python, and share that premium gun's 
ability to withstand heavy doses of .357 Mag­
num practice fire. 

Yet even such an excellent revolver has 
room for improvement. Some of this upgrad­
ing can be done by the hobbyist, while some 
is best left to professionals. 

Action Tunes. For single action fire, most 
L-frames have excellent letolfs just as they 
come from the little blue box. The most 
demanding double action shooters, however, 
often want an even slicker stroke in the trig­
ger cocking mechanism. In a police, 
security, or self-defense weapon, such modi­
fications should ONLY be done by a skilled 
revolversmith or certified graduate of the 
Smith & Wesson Armorers School! 

On my four-inch 686, I went with a modi­
fication package I worked out with Andy 
Cannon of Cannon's Guns, P.O. Box 357, 
Victor, MT 59875. Featured in the July/ 
August '87 issue of American Handgunner, 
this "Cannon Street LI Ayoob" is converted to 
double action only and given Cannon's 
famous super-duty action tune. This includes 
his trigger stop designed to eliminate back-

lash (improving double action accuracy with 
a design that guarantees the stop can't come 
loose and impair functioning). 

For a clearer, sharper-edged sight picture, 
MiUett rear sights are installed, with a post 
front. The grip frame is altered to K-frame 
round butt configuration to improve con­
cealability and better adapt to small hands. 
Cannon mills his trademark integral compen­
sator out of the S&W barrel itself, creating 
the single most effective muzzle jump 
reducer I've ever experienced in my exten­
sive .357 Magnum shooting. 

Some other Cannon touches can be repli­
cated by the careful enthusiast at home. 
These include: Rounding off the edges 
(especially lower edge) of the cylinder latch 
to prevent thumb bite and blocking of certain 
brands of speedloaders. Rounding the rear of 
the trigger guard at the frame to prevent 
"trigger finger pinch." Bobbing of the ham­
mer spur for a snag-free profile and improved 
ignition characteristics. 

The entire cost of the above package is 
$275 , done on your gun, with the springs 
calibrated for 100% reliability with Magnum 
primers in double action fire. 

Barrel Weight. In 1987 the man they used 
to call "Mr. Gimmick," John Pride, changed 
his style and switched to a virtually stock six 
inch 686, mounting an Aimpoint 2000 and a 
Jarvis weighted barrel sleeve. He used that 
gun to win the prestigious Bianchi Cup. That 
was good enough for me, and I ordered a 

Continued on page 86 
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Custom mounting for most popular 
service pistols and rewlvars. 

Also from ARMSON ... 
• ARMSON 0.E.G.• - Self-luminous 

binocular sight. 
• Trijicon• Riflescope- Self-luminous 

crosshairs, for magnified any-light 
accuracy. 

• A.C.0.G. · -Advanced Combat Optical 
Gunsight 

Call or write for a FREE catalog I 
Dealer inquiries invited 

ARMSeN, INC. 
P.O. Box 2130 

Farmington Hills, Ml 48333 

(313) 553-4960 11188 
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HANDGUN HUNTING 
J.D.JONES 

ANSCHUTZ EXEMPLAR FEATURES GREAT 
TRIGGER AND OUTSTANDING ACCURACY 

--------
r~·-.::::::~-----

A couple days after the last issue hit the 
J-\.stands, in which I lamented the delay 
in receiving an Exemplar, the Anschutz 
Exemplar arrived. This one has a 10" bar­
rel and the bolt is on the left side of the 
action. Overall fit and finish appears to be 
quite good. 

I shot it on several occasions with iron 
sights and found them to be more than 
adequate. Even with my vision problems 
with iron sights, I thought I was shooting 
way over my head with the Exemplar. I'm 
not at all fond of rear grip stocked XPs but 
the 31/3 pound .22 held relatively well in the 
offhand position and is quite an advantage 
in the Creedmore position. The gun is 
large enough to catch the wind in the off­
hand position. 

Most important about the whole rig is 
the simply superb trigger pull. It's a two­
stage trigger, fully adjustable and adver­
tised at under 10 ounces. The trigger was 
the key to my shooting the gun well offhand 
and I haven't changed the factory setting. 

At that stage the rear sight was removed 
and a parallax adjustable Burris 7X scope 
was installed in Bushnell mounts. After 
sighting in, I found the accuracy to equal or 
exceed that of most . 22 target rifles I've had 
the opportunity to use. Again , the light 
trigger is a very definite help even off 
sandbags. 

I would , however, caution the use of 
such a light trigger in the field . While it is 
just the thing for prairie dogs it may prove a 
detriment to some shooters when you are 
out of breath and you can see your heart­
beat in the scope. 

Shooting from the bench at 100 yards I 
was able to keep most of the varieties of 
ammunition tested around 3/4 11 for five 
shots and RWS in two varieties consider­
ably under that. The worst five shot groups 
were under two inches. 

Velocities of the ammunitions tested are 
as follows: Federal Silhouette, 1112 fps; 
PMC Zapper, 1179 fps; Super X HP's, 1190 
fps ; RWS Pistol Match, 1017 fps ; RWS 
R50 , 1061 fps; Remington Standard 
Velocity Target , 1151 fps; CCI Standard 
Velocity, 1083 fps ; the velocity champ, 
WW Super Max, 1404 fps . A proof load 
recorded 1386 fps average and the worst 
groups. 

Shooting at 200 meters in a fairly strong, 
gusting wind Blackie Sleeva knocked over 
three .22 turkey silhouette targets with five 
shots using Remington standard velocity 
ammunition. He just held over and into the 
wind using the 100 yard sight setting. 
That's some achievement for the first five 
shots he fired from the gun . 

I've brought up the subject of barrel con­
ditioning to ammunition on previous occa­
sions. The Exemplar easily proved that 
shooting five or 10 rounds of ammo 'W.' for 
group and then switching to ammo "B" 
resulted in the first group of ammo "B" 
consistently running as much as double the 
size of the second group of the same 
ammunition. In this case, three shots usu­
ally settled the barrel-fouling combination 
down to produce what the gun and I were 
capable of doing. 

Problems: Yes, a couple. First, unex­
plained flyers. I frankly don't know if they 

are the fault of the gun or the ammuqition. 
But they did occur. I probably was the 
cause of some of them that I couldn't call. I 
did note there were no flyers with the lim­
ited amount of RWS ammunition fired. I 
tried to shoot in absolutely still air but who 
knows if a stray puff drifted a bullet a half 
inch out of the group? 

Second, the scope mount was subject to 
creeping forward in recoil. 

Third- and it isn't just a trait of the 
Exemplar- the point of impact varied up to 
around four inches at 100 yards from 
ammunition to ammunition. 

Fourth, initial feeding from the maga­
zine was rough with the chamber edge 
shaving lead from the bullet. This straight­
ened itself out in about a hundred rounds. 

Comment: Having a supply of high pres­
sure proof test loads handy, I found they 
gave the worst groups of any of the 
ammunition tested and Winchester Super 
Max HP ammunition gave higher velocity 
(1404 fps) than the proof ammo while 
grouping consistently around 3/4 11

• The 
location of the bolt handle doesn't mean 
much to me except the left hand bolt is 
handy when reloading while shooting from 
the bench. In the field the right hand bolt of 
an XP simply requires a right handed shoo­
ter to tilt the gun while operating the bolt 
with his left hand. 

The Burris 7 X worked well as a test 
scope. The Burris 10 X might be a better 
test scope but it would not be as useful in 
the field. Unfortunately, a Shepard multi 
range scope did not show up in time for 
inclusion in the test. 

At $419.50 suggested retail price, the 
Exemplar isn't for everyone but I'd bet most 
of them are just as good as the test gun. 

I'm somewhat bothered by the occa­
sional flyers simply because I don't know 
the cause of them. I'm thinking of glass 
bedding the gun to eliminate that possi­
bility and mounting a high power scope to 
do some extensive testing with a couple of 
other guns as a control to see what I can 
learn. 

Conclusion : The Exemplar is at this 
point the most accurate over the counter 
.22 you can buy. It is well suited for compe­
tition and should excel in the type of hunt­
ing where extreme accuracy is desirable. 
Exemplar mechanically translates to head 
shots on groundhogs at 100 yards and 75 
yards on squirrels as a practical achieve­
ment in the field for a decent shot. I took 
one groundhog under good shooting condi­
tions with the aforementioned WW ammo 
with a brain shot at about 120 yards - which 
is stretching it a bit for any .22 LR. 

It's the gun for the precision sniper not 
the kick-'em-up-and-shoot-at-'em-running­
rabbit-hunter. At this point only some of 
the custom barreled T/Cs and auto pistols 
have much chance of staying with it on the 
score of accuracy. 

The Exemplar is also available in .22 
magnum and a .22 Hornet on a centerfire 
Anschutz action should ~ 
be coming along soon. ~ 
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/{t}mington. 
New (Unprimed) Rifle Brass 

.M FU1 8m5 is Rll'l'W'lglon &and, 11oepl 220 Swift wtich it; -·· NOTE: This is not loaded ammunlion 
Midway pays the postage 

Bulk Packed 
Per 100 Per 500 

17Rem .................................. $18 .50 .... $77 .25 
22 Hornet..... . ............. 12.50 ....... 46 .50 
22 Reming1on Jet.. ........ 12.50 ....... 46 .50 
221 Rem. Fireball ................... 16.50 ....... 66 .00 
222 Remington ....................... 15.00 ........ 61.00 
223 Remington ...................... 16.50 ....... 66.00 
222 Rem. Mag ... ..... ......... 15.75 ....... 62.50 
22-250 Remington ................ 17.95 ...... .74.25 
220Swift... . ...... 19.95 ....... 84 .50 
243 Winchester ..................... 18.95 ....... 77 .25 
&nm Rem"9ton ...................... 18.95 ....... 77 .25 
25.'20 Winchester ................. 12.50 ...... 46 .50 
257 Roberts ........................... 18.95 ...... 77.25 
250 Savage ............................. 19.95 ....... 84 .50 
25106 Remington .................. 19.95 ....... 84 .50 
6.5Rem Mag.... . ....... 23 .25 ....... 99 .95 
264 W1n. Mag ........................ 23 .25 ....... 99 .95 
270Wincheste<... . ....... 19.95 ....... 84 .50 
7mm Mauser (7x57) ............. 19.95 ....... 84 .50 
7mm8eochRest ................... 25 .50 ..... 109.50 
7mm/08 Remington ............... 19.95 ....... 84 .50 
280 Reming1on ... . .......... 19.95 ....... 84 .50 
7mmRem.Mag ....................... 22 .95 ...... 99.95 t-----------
30M1 CaJbine .. ..................... 10.95 ....... 40.95 
30 Remington ......................... 16.75 ....... 67 .75 
30130 Winchester ................. 16.75 ....... 67.75 
300 Savage ............................. 19.95 ....... 84 .50 
30/40 Krag... . ............... 19.95 ....... 84 .50 
308 Winchester ..................... 19.95 ....... 84 .50 
30/06 Springfield ................. 19.95 ....... 84 .50 
300H&HMag ........................ 25 .50 ...... 110.50 
300 Win. Mag ......................... 24 .95 ..... 106.75 
303 British ............................ 20.25 . ..... 85.50 
32.'20 Winchester ................. 12 .50 .... ... 46 .50 
32Win. Spl ............................. 16.75 ...... 67.75 
Smm Mauser (8x57) .............. 19.95 ...... 84.50 
SmmRem.Mag ....................... 25 .50 ...... 110.50 
338 Win. Mag... . .......... 24 .25 ..... 104.50 
35Reming1on ......................... 19.95 ...... 84 .50 
35 Whelen ................................ 19 .~5 ....... 84 .50 
350 Rem. Mag. . ...... 24.25 ..... 104.50 
375H&HMag ........................ 27 .75 ...... 119.95 
444 Marlin .. ........................... 23 .15 ....... 98.95 
45170Governmenl ............... 24.95 ...... 110.95 
458WIO.Mag ......................... 27 .75 ...... 119.95 

/{t}mington 
Rifle Bullets 

Bulk Pad<ed 

F inally, an inexpensive, 
hinge top , See-Thru plastic 
ammo box. You will enjoy 
the distinctive orange tint to 
this see-thru ammo box. No 
more "slipped tops" and 

"dropped ammo". See-thru 

feature lets you know at a 
glance what's inside. 

Quantity 222/223 

Box of 10 $14.95 

Box of 50 $68. 75 

380/9mm 

$9.95 

$34 . 75 

MIDWAY· 
Midway Arms, Inc. 
7450-H Old Highway 40 West 
Columbia. MO 65201 ·= 314-445-9521 

If you want your fired brass 
clean, reall y clean , Midway's 
Brass Tumbler can help. Solid 
construction allows for quiet, 
trouble-free service. 

$74.95 ppd 

Model 1488 (12" Cleaning Bowl) $99.95ppd 
40% more volume to clean large batches quickly. 

Cleaning Media 
Ground Corn Cob ............ 15# Box ........... $14.95 
Ground Walnut Hulls ...... 18# Box .......... . $17.95 

38/357 10mm/45 ACP 44 Mag/45 LC 

$9.95 $9 .95 $9.95 

$34 . 75 $39.95 $39 .95 

(Phone orders Welcome) 

MIDWAY (UNPRIMED) BRASS 
AH Midway brass is new USA Manufacture with 

Midway Headstamp 
Note: This is not loaded ammunition 

Midway Pays the Postage 

Bulk Packed 
Items followed by • are R-P Brand 

Per 500 Per 1000 
25 Aulo • ............................. $33.95 ...... $61.50 
32 Auto · ................................ 34 .50 ........ 62 .80 
32 S&W Long' ..................... 34 .50 ........ 62.80 
380ACP ................................ 36 .25 ........ 65.75 
38 S&W ... . ..................... 35 .50 ........ 64 .95 
9mm Luge< ............................. 34 .50 ........ 62 .65 
38 Special.. ...................... 34 .25 ........ 62 .50 
357 Magnum ........................... 36 .95 ........ 66 .95 
38Super ................................ 35.25 ........ 63 .85 
357 Maximun ' ................... 46 .75 ........ 85.00 
10mm Bren Ten ............... 56.75 ...... 104.50 
41 Magoon ............................. 48 .50 ........ 88.95 
44 Special ............................. .48 .50 ........ 88.95 
44 Magnum ........................... .48 .50 ........ 87 .95 
44/40 Win. ' ... . ............... . 61.95 ....... 112.75 
45 ACP ................................ 44 .25 ........ 80.75 
45 Long Colt... .. . ....... .. 48 .50 ........ 88.95 
45 Auto Rim'. ..................... 47 .65 ........ 86.60 

/{t}mington. 
BULLETS 

Note: This is not loaded ammunition 
Midway Pays the Postage 

Items followed by • are R-P Brand 

Per 500 Per 1000 
25 Auto 50 Gr. FMJ' ........ $21.50 ..... $38 .25 
32Auto 71 Gr. FMJ • ........... 24 .50 ........ 43.95 
380 Auto 88 Gr. JHP' ....... 26 .50 ........ 47 .50 
380Auto 95 Gr. FMJ ......... 20.95 ........ 37.75 
9mm Luger 115 Gr. JHP ' ... 28.95 ........ 52.75 
9mm Luger 115 Gr. FMJ ...... 23.25 ........ 41 .75 
9mm Luger 124 Gr. FMJ ..... 24 .25 ....... 44 .25 
381357 110 Gr. JHP ............ 25.50 ........ 46 .25 
381357 125 Gr. JHP ........... 23 .95 ........ 43 .25 
381357 140 Gr. JHP ' ........ 29.50 ..... ... 53 .50 
381357 158 Gr. JHP ........... 28.25 ......... 51 .50 
38Super130 Gr. FMJ' ... ... 27.25 ........ 48 .95 

Note: We cannot mix a box of 10 or a box of 50. Each box of 1 O or of 50 contains 

only one size of ammo box. 41 Mag. 200 Gr. JHP ' .... .. .. 41 .25 ........ 75.25 

NOTE: This is Not Loaded Ammunition. 
lddway Pays lh• Postage 

Items followed by • are W-W Brand .,_--------------------------------t 41 Mag. 210 Gr. JSP' ........ 42 .25 ........ 77.50 

17Cal.25Gr. HP ... P$e;9s~~e;S~O~ w ~l,~. Q Q e:E::EI ::~~. ~~~"~.:;,', i~~~ ~~~~ 
22ca1. 4oGr. sP .. 26 .50 ....... 41 .15 ii Pro 1 O 44140 200 Gr. JsP • ......... 37.50 ........ 68 .so 
22ca1. 45Gr. SP ................. 21 .2s ........ 48.9s , The World's Fastest 45 Auto 18s Gr. JHP • ....... 43 .2s ........ 79 .2s 
22Cal.45Gr. HP ................. 27 .25 ....... .48.95 /{ 45Aulo 185Gr. Match' ..... 43 .25 ....... 79 .25 
22 ca1. 50 Gr. HP ................ 21.1s ........ so.2s •1 Hand loading Press 45 Auto 230 Gr. FMJ .......... 37 .so ........ 68 .ss 
22 Cal. 50 Gr. PSP ............ 23.75 ........ 42 .50 'R-
22 Cal. 55 Gr. HP ................. 29.25 ........ 53.25 

1

1
, '. 

22 Cal. 55 Gr. PSP .............. 24 .75 ....... 44 .75 
22 Cal. 55 Gr. PSP ' ... . .. 25.75 ....... 46 .50 
223 Cal. 55 Gr. FMJ' ....... 15.95 ........ 28.50 
24316mm 80 Gr. HP ............ 36.95 .... .. . 67 .50 
24316mm 80 Gr. PSP ......... 30 .75 ........ 55.75 
243/6mm 100 Gr. PSP ....... 34 .50 ....... 62.75 
25.'20 Cal. 86 Gr. SP ........... 31.50 ........ 57.50 
25Cal. 87Gr. HP ............... 34 .75 ........ 63.25 
25Cal. 100Gr.PSP ........... 34 .50 ........ 62.75 
25Cal. 120Gr. PSP ... . ... 37 .25 ........ 67 .75 
6.Smm 120 Gr. PSP ............ 37 .25 ........ 67 .75 
270Cal. 100Gr. PSP .... 34 .50 ... .... 62.75 
270Cal. 130Gr. PSP .......... 37 .75 ........ 68.75 
270Cal. 130Gr. Br. Pt... ... 56.95 ...... 104.50 
7mm 150Gr. PSP ..... ........... .40.25 ........ 73 .50 
7mm 175Gr. PSP ............. 42 .95 ..... ... 78 .75 
30130 Cal. 150 Gr. SP ........ 38.95 ........ 70 .95 
30/30 Cal. 170 Gr. SP ....... 40 .75 ........ 74 .50 
30 Caibine 110 Gr. SP ........ 25 .95 ........ 46 .95 
30 Caibine 110 Gr. FMJ ...... 25 .95 ........ 46 .95 
30 Cal. 125 Gr. PSP ........... 37 .50 ........ 68 .50 
308-30/06 147 Gr. FMJ ' 37.25 ........ 67 .95 
30 Cal. 150 Gr. PSP ........... 40 .25 ....... .73.50 
30 Cal. 150 Gr. Br. Pt ......... 59.50 ...... 109.25 
30 Cal. 165 Gr. PSP ............ 41.50 ........ 76.25 
30 Cal. 180 Gr. RN SP ........ 43 .50 ........ 79.50 
30 Cal. 180 Gr. PSP ......... ..43 .50 ........ 79.50 
30Cal.180Gr. BR. PT ........ 61.75 ....... 113.95 
32120 Cal. 100 Gr. SP ........ 34 .50 ........ 62 .75 
45170 Cal. 300 Gr. JHP ..... 54 .95 ....... 101.50 
45170 Cal. 405 Gr. SP ....... 58.50 ...... 105.95 

Speed, simple operation, ease of cal iber 
changing and low price make the Lee 
Progressive 1000 totally unique. Features 
Automatic Pr iming, Automatic Powder 

Drop, Automatic Index ing and Automatic 
Loaded Round Ejection. You get a loaded 

round with each pull of the handle. 

Pro 1000 complete as shown. 
(tpedfycalit:er) .................... .............. ........... $124.95 

32 ACP 
32 S&W Long 
380 ACP 
9mm Luger 
38 Super 
38/357 
1 Omm Bren Ten 
41 Mag. 

41 Action Express 
44 Spl/Mag 

45 ACP 
45 Long Colt 

223 Rem. 
30 M1 Carbine (add $6.40) 

7.62 x 39 

Extra Shell Plate Carrier ... 
Extra Case Feeder ... 

............ ..................... $33.65 
.......... 16.95 

........... 21 .25 
.... .7.95 

Extra Deluxe Powder Measure .... 
Extra Turret · 
Rifle Charging Die ... . ................................ ........ 8.50 

45 Automatic 
Once Fired 
U.S. Military 

Brass 
Nice and Clean Grade II 

$36.50 per 1000 
Postpaid 

Ordering Instructions: 
1. Cashiers Check, Money Order. 
UPS/COD (COD orders are sent cash 
only), MasterCard or Visa. Personal and 
Company checks welcome; we reserve the 
right lo hold the order until your check 
clears. 
2. Poslage: Items marked 'Poslpaid" are 
postpaid lo firs t 48 states. For all other 
rtems, lirst 48 add $3 lo orders under $50, 
$4 to orders between $50 and $100, and 
4% to orders over $100. Alaska, Hawaii 
and Canada, postage is ex1ra-call or write . 
3. Foreign customers, please call or write 
!or prices & terms. 
4. Missouri Residents add 5% sales tax. 
5. Our business is mail order only. Sorry, 
no customer pickups . 
6. No FFL required. 
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Collected by Jon Winokur 
Jon Winokur's complete collection of Master Tips is avail­
able in a bound volume for $11 .95 plus $1.50 postage from 
Gun Books, Dept. CH, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, 
San Diego, CA 92108. Calif. residents add 6.5 % sales tax. 

Physical Conditioning for 
Competitors 
Don't overlool~ physical training just because shooting isn't strenuous. When you're in good physical 
condition you perform better. The stronger you ore, the more control you hove over distracting recoil 
and muzzle blast. And if the gun isn't jumping around in your hands, you hove more control over it 
psychologically as well as physically. 

Here ore three ways to help you strengthen 
your hold and your "gun mount" - your arms 
and torso - through exercise and weight 
training: 

1. Fill on old, worn-out barrel with lead. 
Lil~ewise , tol~e on old magazine, remove the 
follower and spring, plug the holes and pour 
it full of lead. Install the magazine and barrel 
in your gun, and practice drawing it from the 
holster as fast and as hard and as many times 
as you con. The exercise will build up precisely 
the muscles you need and help you to 
develop coordinated strength. 

2. Suspend a weight from the bottom of the 
trigger guard and hold the gun in your normal 
shooting stance for as long as you con. Hold 
until your arms drop - the final few seconds 
produce the most benefit. As your endurance 
increases, odd weight. 

3. Even squeezing a rubber boll a few minutes 
a day will improve your grip. 

c Jon W1no l<u r 1985 ELDEN CARL, Combat Moster. 
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<J>9mmMags 

17 Round Mag 
Smith & Wesson 
Marlin Camp 
Item MAW 9117 

If a RAM·LIN E product 
malfunctions whik! you own it 

sim ply return it directly 10 

RAM -LINE INC.· for prompt 
replaicemen t o r re pair. 

With 
Increased 
Firepower 

The constant force spring 
feature adds 2 extra rounds. Fits 
flush & functions in most 9mm 
pistols, including Ruger's new P85. 
Made in U.S.A. Special emphasis 
placed on quality using the highest 
level of special alloy. Heat treated 
to maintain control of lip formation 
and "state of the art" plasma 
welding for assured reliability. 
Blued Alloy $24.95 

9mm Magazines for 1988 

Firearm Rounds Item # 

Beretta 92SB, 92F 17 rounds MAS 9017 

Taurus PT92AF, 99AF 17 rounds MAA 9317 

Sig Sauer P226 

RugerP85 

17 rounds MAU 9217 

17 rounds MAG 9085 

Browning High-Power 15 rounds MAP 9015 

Beretta Compacts 15 rounds MAS 9115 

S&W 459 ,559, 659 17 rounds MAW 9117 

Marlin Camp Carbine 17 rounds MAW 9117 

Law Enforcement Inquires Invited. 
Ask your dealer. If not available call 
1-800-888-0375 for order info . Send 
$1.00 for catalog . See 50 more unique 
products including the new'X' -Press 
Loader"' , for loading 9mm mags, and 
rec eive a free se t of ear plugs . 

0.-... RAM-LINE~IHC. ~~Nl 18 15611 W. 6th Av e 
Gold e n , CO 80401 
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cA C htitgtmag CCJ uti~ey 
By David Hart 

'"l Thile at work one afternoon a week or 
VV so before the Christmas Holiday, I spot­

ted an advertisement from one of the local 
Sportsmen's Clubs on the bulletin board . 
"Turkey Shoot! Rifle, Shotgun, Blackpowder 
and Pistol." Pistol. Oh boy! 

Only four bucks entry fee. I could handle 
that! Our family was having a reunion this 
year over the Holiday and I thought how neat 
it would be to help the folks out by supplying 
the turkey! Use my shooting skills to bag a 
bird. Just like in the good old days! 

On the day of the shoot the dawn broke 
crisp and cool. A typical central California 
winter morning. I went to the gun room to 
fetch my trusty shootin' iron, a six-inch, blue, 
Smith and Wesson Model 19 affectionately 
referred to as "Mr. Smith." It's the target style 
with a patridge front sight and a set of 
wooden target grips that I had filed finger 
grooves into to fit my hand . 

The previous day had been spent at the 
range. That evening was spent scrubbing the 
bore and thoroughly cleaning all the working 
parts. The bluing looked especially deep this 
morning under the thin film of fresh gun oil. I 
gingerly slipped Mr. Smith into his gun rug 
with a box of handloads. A double check of 
the four one dollar bills in my wallet and a 
kiss on the cheek from the wife for luck. As 
ready as Hi ever be, I was on my way. 

I arrived at the Hosts' Club range a little 
early. The dew glistened on the grass and 
piles of broken clay birds at the far end of the 
skeet range. I could see my breath in the still 

air. Wandering down to the pistol range I 
found that as of yet I was the only pistol 
aficionado to have arrived . I dug in my 
pockets for some change to purchase a 
steaming hot cup of coffee and a fresh dough­
nut from the Canteen. Knowing caffeine and 
sugar aren't conducive to fine marksmanship, 
a little something to break the chill seemed 
appropriate. 

The skeet shooters were well into their 
relays. The running deer target for the high 
power riflemen was under way. The black­
powder boys were beginning to gather and 
chew the fat. I just hung out at the pistol range 
eagerly awaiting the arrival of my competi­
tion. (Relays consisted of five shooters, five 
shots centerfire at a standard NRA 25 yard 
target. ) 

Alas they did arrive, slowly, one at a time. 
Not really being the shy type I greeted most 
of them. Seems that most of us in the shooting 
fraternity have no problem striking up a 
conversation. 

It should be known what my attributes as a 
pistol shot are. At this time I had never shot in 
any kind of organized match. Casual plinking 
and the usual friendly competition among 
shooting buddies sums it up. What ever made 
me think I was competitive? I owned and shot 
just one handgun. I was hoping the old "one 
gun" adage held some truth! 

The first gentleman to show up looked like 
a nice enough fellow. "Good morning," I say, 
"Here for the pistol shoot?" "You betcha!" he 
beamed. Continued on page 82 
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AK47: 
The Complete Kalashnikov Family 

of Assault Rifles 
by Duncan l ong 

The Soviet AK47/ AKM assault rifle 
is tough and dependable, and has 
spawned many spinoffs worldwide. 
These rifles are now available in the 
U.S., but solid information on them 
is scarce. Learn about specs, ammo 
and more- find out why the AK47 
is the world's most widely used 
gun. 51h x 81h, softcover, photos. 
illus .. 192 pp. $14.00 

GET EVEN: 
The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 
A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big bu si­
ness. government and enemies. 
More sophisticated and involved 
tricks are included, such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and political dirty tricksters. Over 80 
sections present dirty tricks ranging 
from the simple to the elaborate. For 
entertainment only! 5% x 8V2, hard ­
cover, 192 pp. $16.95 

THE STURM, RUGER 10/ 22 RIFLE 
AND .44 MAGNUM CARBINE 

by Duncan Long 
Legendary rel iability and classic 
design are the hallmarks of the Ruger 
10/ 22 rifle and its forerunner, the .44 
Magnum Carbine. In this in-depth 
look at both weapons, noted fire­
arms autho r Duncan Lo ng covers 
specs, troubleshooting, ammo and 
accessories- this book's got it all! 
Get your hands on a classic. 5V2 x 

.._ _____ _. BY,. softcover, photos, illus .. 10B pp. 

MANUAi of the 

MERCENARY 
SOlDIER 

·-·1·· ..... _..,. ... .., -· 
~ '\ 

PAUL BALOR 

$10.00 

MANUAL OF THE 
MERCENARY SOLDIER 

A Guide to Me rce nary War, 
Money, and Ad~enture 

by Paul Ba/or 
"The Whores of War." Modern mer­
cenaries make their l iving in today's 
most volati le hot spots. Old pro Paul 
Balor, revea ls the experiences and 
tricks of the trade that have kept him 
alive on three continents fo r more 
than four decades! An authoritative, 
insider's guide! SV2 x BV2, hardcover, 
320 pp. $17.95 

THE LEWIS GUN 
by J. David Truby 

The story of the Lewis gun, one of the earliest and greatest light machine guns, is as rich 
as military history itself. From its invention in 1912 through World War I, the Spanish Civil 
War, and World War II , the Lewis gun served with honor in trouble spots from Singapore 
to Constantinople, from Chosin Reservoir to Dunkirk. This exhaustive research effort by 
Dr. Truby, now in its second edition , reveals photos from archives that were never before 
opened as well as official photos from U.S. and British museums and defense establish­
ments. Combat scenes realistically depict the horror wrought by Lewis' "Military Mower." 
Of special interest are the more than 70 photos of aircraft mounted with Lewis guns. A 
man who would not compromise and a gun that wouldn't quit are graphically depicted in 
a book that shows in superb detail a vital and exciting segment of history. 8% x 11 , 
hardcover, photos, 216 pp. $25.00 

HOME 
WORKSHOP 
SILENCERS I , 

~ 
HOME WORKSHOP SILENCERS I 

Over fifty 9- x 12-inch working ma­
chinists drawings present step-by­
step construction fo r three different 
advanced fi rearm silencers. Impro­
vised materials and machining tech­
niques are suggested. For enter­
tainment and historica l purposes 
only. 9 x 12, softcover, illu s .. 72 pp. 

$12.00 

1989 MILITARY HISTORY CALENDAR 
by Raymond R. Lyman 

Who was the first American commander to strike back in 
the aftermath of Pearl Harbor? How did Herman Goering 
help the British RAF win the Battle of Britain? Where were 
the first tanks used in battle? The answers can be found in 
the 1989 Military History Calendar. This year's edi tion is the 
best yet, w ith hundreds of fascinating events from the great 
and small wars that influenced the history of our time. More 
than 40 photographs reveal the face of war in th is century. 
Make 19B9, the 50th anniversary of World War II, the yearto 
learn the facts . 12 x 13, photos. $8.95 

...,_....,,. 
IMJiicW'lm> 
DPLOSl'US 

How to MakeYour O:~ 

IMPROVISED EXPLOSIVES 
How to Make Yo ur Own 

by Seymour Leckf'r 
From a former top explosives expert 
with the lsraelt Army comes a man­
ual that presents ten simple yet 
powerful fo rmulas for explosives 
and incendiaries that give the basis 
for making bombs. booby traps and 
mines. Learn to obtain or make the 
r.eeded chemicals, or get substi­
tutes For 1nformat1on onlyl 51h x 8 V2, 

,_ _____ __, softcover. illus .. BO pp. $10.00 

THE 1989 CALENDAR OF CREA TtVE REVENGE 
... featuring the iWesome, hysterical, and ridiculous 
humor of th•t M•ster of M•yhem, George H•yduke 

Make a date to get even with that nasty so-and-so who 's 
done you wrong. Pencil in you r revenge plots on the first­
ever Paladin "get even" calendar . you know what 
George Hayduke says: "Thou shalt bide thy time before 
activating a revenge plot!" Thirteen months of madness 
pack this guide to a 19B9 fu ll of Haydukery, complete with 
hilarious color illustrations and descriptions of George's 
favor ite stunts, plus a listing of the Eleven Commandments 
of Revenge (lest ye forget•) . A great holiday stocking stutter 
for the Hayduke fans on your list! 12 x 13, color illus. 

$9.95 

Ragnar 's Guide 11·: 
ro Hom~ and · 

Recreatio nal Use 

of J' Migh Explm i\"1.-:S 

~--~ f 

RAGNAR'S GUIDE TO HOME AND 
RECREATIONAL USE OF HIGH 

EXPLOSIVES 
by Ragnar Benson 

Who else but Uncle Rag nar could 
write this down-home guide? How 
to obtain commercial high explo­
sives, safely storing and transport­
ing them, detonation techniques, 
improvised explosives and more are 
woven in w ith tales of Ragnar's ex­
plosive adventures. For information 
purposes only. 5'h x 81/2, softcover, 
illus., 120 pp. $12.00 

KICKASS! 
More Milyhem From 
the MliilSter of Mil.lice 
by George Hayduk e 

Just when you thought it was safe to 
turn the other cheek, Hayduke and 
his pals return with their own twisted 
vers ion of the Golden Rule: Do unto 
others before they do unto you! 
Kickaaa! is intended fo r entertain­
ment purposes only. 5'h x S'h, 

,_ _____ __, hardcover, over 200 pp. $16.95 

NEW 
1.0.iN 
MERICA 

BY ANONYMOUS 

THE R UGER 1022 

EXOTIC 

WEAPONS 

NEW l.D. IN AMERICA 
Want one more chance at l ife- with 
a "clean slate?" Trade in your old 
identi ty for a new start. Here is a 
step-by-step guide to creating a 
totally new you- with a birth certifi­
ca te, passpo rt, driver's license, 
Social Security number-all you 
need for breaking with your past. 5% 
x 8¥2. softcover, illus., 120 pp. 

$15.00 

THE RUGER 1022 
EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 

Now you ca n convert your Ruger 
1022 into a selective-fi re weapon 
that can fi re over 1,000 rounds per 
minute. Build the parts thatwi!I trans­
fo rm your Ruger 1022 to full auto­
without mod ifying the receiver or 
trigger housing. Over 60 explicit 
photos, machinist's drawings and 
full-scale templates accompany the 
detailed instru ctions. 9 x 12, soft ­
cover. illus .. 96 pp. $15.00 , ............. . 

I I P.O. BOX 1307- BK A llliiilllll 1-800-642-8300, ex t. 24. Call 24 hours a 
OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 

HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON STREETSWEEPERS: THE t 
PALADIN PRESS ~. SA Ca ll TOLL FREE for credi t card orders : 

I BOULDER, CO 80306 but Alas~a. Se nd $1.00 for SO·page = day, 7 days a week. Ca ll from any stale 

I ~ Phone (303 ) 443-7250 CATAL0G o f300t it les(freewithorder.) ANYBODY . $30.00 COMPLETE BOOK OF COM HAT 
SHOTGUNS . $17.95 

I 
I MAKE MY DAY! HAYDUKE'S BEST 

REVENGE TECHNIQUES FOR 
THE PUNKS IN YOUR LIFE . $16.95 

DEADLY BREW: ADVANCED 
IMPROVISED 

SILENCERS IN THE 1980S . $12.00 
MINl-14: THE PLINKER, HUNTER, 

ASSAULT, AND EVERYTHING 

I Ple'5e se nd me the following lilies: I ·----- -----. ·------------· EXPLOSIVES . . ... S 8.00 
AR-1 5/M16: A PRACTICAL 

GUIDE $16.95 
THE RESCUERS: THE WORLD'S 

TOP ANTl-HRRORIST 
UNITS . $17.95 

ASSAULT PISTOLS, RIFLES 
AND SUBMACHINE GUNS . $19.95 

FIREARMS FOR SURVIVAL . $16.95 

ELSE RIFLE . $10.00 
SILENCERS, SNIPERS & 

ASSASSINS . $19.95 
MINl-14 EXOTIC WEAPONS 

SYSTEM $15.00 
AR-7 EXOTIC WEAPONS 

SYSTEM $15.00 
U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 

A-TEAM VIETNAM 
COMBAT MANUAL .......... $18.00 

I Paymen t: 0 Check or Money Order. 0 VISA, 0 MasterCard . 

I 
Cdrd No. --------- - ------hp. --- SU BTOTAL _____ I 
NAME Please include I 

$3.00 postage I MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE - DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED ADDRESS ----- ------------ and handling ---- I 
••• PAILIAIDlllNIPIRIESI S••IPl.ol.IBIOIX•13IOl7l••BIOIUILIDIERl,ICI0•80l3I06·•·(·3·03l)l4l43l-7l2ISIO llllCl .. --.--.--.--.-STA~------.--.--.-ro _ _ __ _ _ _ _ il 



J'ESJ' REPORJ' 
HOGUE Cushioned Rubber MONOGRIP 
By Charles E. Petty 
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M ost American handgunners are famil­
iar with Guy Hogue's classic one piece 

Monogrip. He's been making them for years 
and the combination of classy wood and 
orthopedic design has made them popular, 
but wood grips aren't always the best. 

In the last few years there's been a trend 
toward rubber type grips for they are less 
likely to slip and they also help absorb a bit of 
recoil. Hogue's response has been to design a 
soft rubber Monogrip which combines all the 
features of his wood grips with the non-slip, 
recoil absorbing properties of rubber. 

The heart of the entire system is the 
patented "stirrup" which holds the stocks in 
place via a single screw. Installation requires 
removal of the locating pin needed to secure 
two piece grips, for the stirrup occupies the 
same space on the frame. The stirrup slips 
over the frame and a special nut fits into holes 
on the stirrup to provide attachment for the 
single grip screw. 

Since the stirrup has to slide all the way to 
the bottom of the grip installation can be a 
bttle tricky. The desirable non-slip properties 
of the material may make it hard to get every­
thing just right. After a couple of tries I 
solved the problem with a drop of Break­
Free. If you do that first , installation is a snap. 

The rubber grip material is chemically 
bonded to a lightweight synthetic core that 
provides a degree of rigidity without the extra 
weight of steel inserts. 

One of the neat things about Hogue's grips 
is the anatomical shape of the palm swells and 
finger grooves that allow shooters with both 
large and small hands to use them. The thin­
ness of the plastic insert helps keep things 
from getting bulky. 

For testing, a set of the new rubber Mono­
grips were installed on a S& W Model 29 that 
I was using for some handload development. 
The loads were hot and the session long, but I 
didn't find myselfftinching as much as I often 
do after 100 rounds of hot .44s. This is a 
purely subjective opinion because by the time 
I get to the hundredth round I hate the damn 
thing anyhow and there's nothing that will 
make more than a few really hot .44 Mag­
nums fun to shoot. I do, however, enjoy 
things a lot more if it isn't painful. 

Since that first session I've shot the gun on 
several other occasions and my favorable 
first impression still holds. In fact , the more I 
shoot with them the better I like them. 

For more information about the full line of 
Hogue Monogrips, call toll-free 
1-800-GET GRIP. 

Perhaps theworld'smo 

R11bbe>' rifle b11tt pad 

The rifle you see here 
is the perfect choice for 
plinking. Or target shoot­
ing. Or small game. Or 
home defense (Not to 
mention being an ideal 
companion to your favorite 

handgun.) It's the Marlin Camp Carbine in either 
9mm Luger (Model 9), or 45ACP (Model 45). 

Both the 9 and 45 feature a machined steel receiver 
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LLAMAM·87 
The first factory compensated auto designed specifi­
cally for action shooting! 

Expansion chamber compensator 
Millett sights 
Trigger stop 
Extended thumb safety 
Frame extension 
Enlarged mag release 
Beveled mag well 

Importer: Stoeger Industries 
55 Ruta Court 
South Hackensack, NJ 
07606 

st versatile can opener. 

Magazine disconnect 
prevents firing ll'hen clip 
is removed 

that's drilled and tapped for scope mounting, a 
1-piece magazine housing/trigger guard, and a 
walnut finished hardwood stock. And they are both 
loaded with safety features, like a manual bolt hold­
open, last shot automatic bolt hold-open, loaded 
chamber indicator, magazine disconnect and a 
Garand-type safety. 

About the only di fference between them (be­
sides caliber) is that the Model 9 has a 12-shot clip 
(a 20-shot cl ip is available as an accessory) and the 
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Hooded m111p front sight - - - -

Modified Micro-Groove® barrel 

Model 45 features a 7-shot clip. 
So if you're looking for a rifle for targets, plink­

ing, or small game, get yourself the Marlin Model 
9 or the Model 45. Either way, you'll find out why 
we call it the world's most versatile can opener. 

See the Model 9 and the Model 45 at your gun 
dealer. Also, ask for a free catalog or write Marlin 
Firearms ·Co., 100 ~~ _ .I • " /( 
Kenna Drive, Norrh ~ri'IR 
H aven, CT 06473. Amenca 's Largest R1flemaker 
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JERRY BARNHART-Winner 87 1.P.S.C. 
Na ti's & 87 Steel Challenge. "Ive tried them 
all, SHOOTING STAR mags are the best. " 
ROB LEATHAM- Winner 83 and 86 
I.P.S.C. World Shoot- 83 , 84, 85, 861.P.S.C. 
Nat /' s- 85 Bianchi Cup- 85 Steel Challenge. 
"Extra capaci ty and improved perform­
ance make SHOOTING ST AR mags my 
choice fo r" serious competition." <~-
BRIAN ENOS-Winner 83 & 84 Bianch i <:.___ "-. .. 
Cup. "These mags work, everytime!" ~~ ~- .45 Stainless 

J. MICHAEL PLAXCO-Winner 82 conversion Kits 

1.P.S.C. Na ti 's & 82 Steel Challenge. "Reliability is a must in I.P.S.C 
matches; that is why I use SHOOTING ST AR mags . 
STEVE NASTOFF- Master gunsmith and J. P.S.C shooter. "Quality, 
dependability and longevity are my trademarks. That's what I get with 
SHOOTING STAR products. 
CHIP McCORMICK-Winner 86 Steel Challenge. "I own and operate 
SHOOTING STAR IN D. To inquire about and order America's best 
magazines and accessories ca ll and ask for me." 
SHOOTING ST AR mags have special feed lips to enhance perform­
ance. The patented fo llower, w hich allows ex tra capacity, has been 
winning for 7 years. All mags have 2 holes positioned in the base plate 
to accep t screw on base pads. These are a few of the reasons that 
SHOOTING ST AR mags are the CHOICE OF CHAMPIONS. 

Overseas Dea lers inqui re abou t Pistol Parts and Accessories. 

Model 1911 Magazines 
Srd-.45 Blue 
Srd-.45 Stainless 
lOrd- .38 Blue 
lOrd- .38 Stainless 
7rd-.45 Blue 
7rd- .45 Stainless 
9rd-.38 Blue 
9rd- .38 Stainless 

Price 
$19.50 

22.50 
21.95 
27.95 
13.50 
16.50 
13.95 
17.95 

w/Base Pad 
$21.50 

24.50 
23.95 
29.95 
15.50 
18.50 
15.95 
19.95 

Conversion Kits-(adds 1 rd to standard mags) 
8rd-.45 Kit (Gov' t) $10.50 
8rd-.45 Kit (Wilson) 10.50 
7rd-.45 Kit (Officers) 10.50 
lOrd- .38 Kit (Gov' t) 12.50 
9rd-.45 Kit (S&W 645-745) 12.50 
8rd-.45 Kit (SIG 220) 12.50 
Shaw Base Pad-w/screws (Gov' t) 2.50 
How to Order 
Prepaid ord ers send Money Order 
or Ba nk Check. No Persona l Checks. 
Shi pping & Ha ndling Charges S3.00 
COD- UPS add Sl .90 
Texas Residents add tax 8% 

Call or Write to 
SHOOTING STA R IND. 
7506 Bender Drive 
Austin, TX 78749 
Ca ll 10 a.m.--4 p.m. CST, 
Mon.- Fri. (51 2)280-3666 
Dea lers send FFL 



FESF REPORF 

Maximum effective range of the shot lpad is about JO feet. 

REMINGTON'S 
.45ACP 
SHOT LOADS 
By Charles E. Petty 

There's always been a fascination among 
some shooters for using shot cartridges 

in things other than shotguns. Historically 
there have been any number of attempts to 
design shot cartridges for handguns or, in a 
couple of cases , specialized handguns 
themselves. 

But automatic pistols have usually 
thwarted these attempts. The relatively 
light shot charges and early wads have sim­
ply not provided enough recoil impulse to 
satisfactorily function in most autoloaders. 

The demand for shot cartridges is rooted 
in the desire of shooters for an effective 
means of dispatching snakes and pests 
without the aggravation or risk of using 
more traditional projectiles. When some­
one who wants such a cartridge also hap­
pens to be an R&D engineer at Remington's 
ammunition plant, the chance for success 
improves. 

Joe Jakonczuk is the engineer and he 
also happens to be an inveterate bowhunter 
who spends a lot of time in the woods. 
Since bow season is during warm weather 
and Arkansas has its fair share of rat­
tlesnakes and Joe is a fan of the Colt Gov­
ernment Model he set about seeing if it 
would be possible to make something that 
would work in the Colt. 

For several years he experimented on 
his own , but when it began to look as if he 
might have something that would work , the 
project became an official Remington 
investigation. From the fall of 1985 
through 1986 they experimented and 
refined the work Jakonczuk began. 

At the heart of the new product are two 
features that come close to breakthrough 

technology. Using the same principles and 
materials now common in shotgun shells, 
Jakonczuk designed a tiny wad that 
provides an adequate seal and allows 
enough pressure to build to function the 
gun. The other is the crimp which gives the 
cartridge dimensions that are quite similar 
to conventional ammunition although the 
loaded rounds are quite a bit shorter. 

The shot shell's average length is 1.075" 
compared to a normal loaded length of 
between I. 165" and I. 265" for other ball 
and hollowpoint types. The difference in 
length does not appear to be a handicap. 

The development of a crimp that would 
not interfere with normal operation was no 
small feat. If, for example , traditional 
cases were used there wouldn't be room for 
much shot, and longer standard cases 
would be too stiff. Early attempts using 
conventional brass suffered from collapsed 
mouths when the crimp was applied and it 
took a combination of special case draw ­
ing, annealing and reaming the case mouth 
to solve the problem. Considering how thin 
the case is in the crimp area , it is quite an 
accomplishment to get the six point fold 
needed without collapsing the whole thing. 
This becomes even more impressive when 
I learned that about 1000 lbs. of force is still 
required to form the crimp. 

When the case opens up on firing it mea­
sures 1.165" which is about 0.27" longer 
than a standard case. The fired case actu­
ally extends out into the rifting a bit, and 
this was another problem for the engineers. 
If the brass is too stiff it will simply stick 
there and make a neat one-shot gun. 

Co111i11ued on page 84 
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The 
Gold 

Standard 
If you have been mining for 
gold in a pistol powder, pan 
some Accurate No. 2. Ac­
curate is setting a new gold 
standard for reloading pistol 
cartridges. It's even labeled in 
gold, so dig around your deal­
er's shelf before the Gold 
Rush begins. And while 
you're there, look for the full 
line of Accurate powders: 
No. 5, No. 7, 
No. 9, 1680, 
2230, 2460, 
2520, 3100, 

a®OO. \l 
=\ Milirary " 

Accurate Arms 
~~ Company, Inc. 
~,q P.O. Box AH I I 

McEwen, Tennessee 37101 
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The AYOOB rILJJS 
COVER AND CONCEALMENT: 

THE EARL GORRELL INCIDENT 
Situation: You 're arresting a 
drunk driver when, sud­
denly, he grabs a .38 
snubnose and opens fire. 

Lesson: Incredibly, the snub­
nose misses at point blank 
range. You take cover and 
return fire. 

December, 1980, Frankfort, Kentucky. Outside the city limits of the state capital, the countryside quickly turns 
rural, and it's serenely lovely when Christmas season is in the air and the homes are adorned with lights. But 
when you 're a 30-year-old Kentucky State Trooper with three years on the job, you 've learned that the season so 
beautiful for most people is ugly for some. The chronic losers of society are feeling their anger all the more 
intensely in the reflected happiness of others, and are all the more ready to lash out against a society they feel 
hasn't given them a fair shake . And there 's no more attractive lightning rod for that antisocial aggression than 
the uniformed police officer, the very embodiment of society and its powers. 

It 's not yet midnight. Earl Gorrell, tall and burly in his scrupulously pressed grey uniform, wheels his Ford 
interceptor off Interstate 64 toward the city. He spots a dark pickup truck weaving down the road. As he zooms in 
behind it, he notes a white 1960 Chevrolet sedan pulling into a liquor store that's about to close. That 's another 
thing about the season, he reflects-too many citizens seem to think "the spirit of Christmas cheer" is a liquid, not 
a feeling . 

He hits the toggle switch that triggers the emergency lights on his roof, and the pickup truck immediately pulls 
over. Gorrell is wary as he gets out of the car and approaches, but not unpleasant. He came on up in Martin County 
a few years before during the coal strikes , and quickly learned that a gentle voice defuses more violence than fast 
hands. 

The driver of the pickup turns out to be sober. His little boy is in the front seat with him and keeps grabbing at 
the steering wheel. The trooper gives the lad a gentle admonition to let dad drive by himself, and motorist and cop 
exchange cordial season's greetings before each go on their way. False alarm, but kind words. Cop meets public. 
The sort of thing that always makes Gorrell feel good about his job. 

Back on the road, Gorrell sees again the unmistakable Chevy that had pulled into the late-night boozery. The 
cop in him says, "Drunk driver stocking back up ." The part of him that loves people says, "Nah, just a workin' 
man buying himself a nightcap to drink by the fire when he gets home." Still, it was his duty to follow, to observe 
the driving pattern for the signs of an alcohol-impaired motorist who might head-on a carload of innocent citizens 
before the night is over. Gorrell swung the powerful Ford pursuit car onto US 421, a discreet distance behind the 
Chevy. 

A trained cop knows what to look for. Sudden, jerky corrections on the wheel as the car sways too close to the 
centerline. Too slow a reaction in dimming high beams in the face of oncoming traffic. Windows down in cold 
weather, as if to clear a fuzzy head. Gorrell watched for a minute or two, and when he felt he had probable cause to 
stop the driver and ask him to take a field sobriety test, he turned on the blue lights. 

No response. The Chevy kept going. 
Gorrell gave the man a few moments to realize what was going on. Then he reached for the switch that activated 

the siren. Before the unit could emit its distinctive wail, the Chevy lurched sideways and turned into a narrow, 
private lane. 

Gorrell cut the wheel hard and followed, hitting the siren now. Still no response. Gorrell tightened. The lights of 
the highway were long gone behind them now. All he can see are the dotted rows of the Chevy's taillights in front of 
him, illuminated in the eerie high-candlepower blue flashes of his roof lights. On either side is nothing but woods. 

The trooper can effortlessly keep pace; his Ford has a huge engine and heavy duty suspension. But he knows 
the narrow lane must soon come to an end, and he's not about to force a car off the road and crash it if it isn't 
necessary. He is about to reach for the radio mike and call for backup when the end of the lane looms in front of 

Continued on page 95 
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THE BIG THREE 

CHRONOGRAPHS 
Three makers of bullet speedometers dominate the 

market. PACT, Oehler and Competition Electronics 
each offers a chronograph for testing your 

handloads, but which one is best? 

---------By Charles E. Petty---------

Advances in electronics have made it possi­
J-\.ble, and profitable, to make chrono­
graphs that selJ for less than $100 and for 
$400 you can get one that will do everything 
but whistle "Dixie." The growing popularity 
of moderately priced units has also caused 
some confusion among consumers about 
their accuracy and operation. 

Chronographs are nothing more than high 
speed clocks that time the passage of a bulJet 
over a predetermined distance. Almost all of 
them use skyscreens that respond to the 
change in light caused by the bullet's passage 

over a photo detector. One maker uses the 
term "shadow detector" and this is accurate, 
if a bit cumbersome. Some electronic gizmo 
then calculates the velocity using the formula 
rate= distance/time and displays the result in 
feet per second. 

There's a great line in Warren Page's clas­
sic book, The Accurate Rifle, that could be 
expanded to cover chronographs and their 
accuracy. "Considering that we have in our 
equipment itself at least eight elements, each 
with its own sub-elements that can vary, plus 
an unknown number of factors both physical 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER ·NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 1988 

and psychological in the human term of the 
shooting equation , it often strikes me as a 
near miracle that we are ever able to hit a 
barn." 

Since chronographs attempt to measure 
the result of an event generated by a system 
(firearm and ammunition) that is intrinsically 
variable, the result displayed for any individ­
ual shot is all but irrelevant. It is only when 
the average of a meaningful number of shots 
is examined that we can begin to make 
judgments. 

I once rigged four different chronographs 
to measure the velocity of the same bullet. 
Never once did any of them display the same 
result for the same shot but, when the aver­
ages of ten of those shots were compared, 
their answers varied by only a few feet per 
second. 

It isn't unusual to see velocity spreads of25 
fps with good ammunition and "average" 
ammo may show 50 fps or more. At an 
average velocity of 1000 fps Uust to keep 
things simple) individual velocities would 
spread from 987.5 to 1012.5 fps , or plus or 
minus 1.25 % with good ammo and the aver­
age stuff varies by 2.5 % or more. Carrying 
that a step further a spread of 100 fps , again 
not that rare, would be a full 5 % . 

Most of that is within the ammo/firearm 
combination, but a small part of it is due to 
the chronograph itself. The root of the prob­
lem is that we can't conveniently know which 
is which. Chronographs are precision instru­
ments used to measure imprecise events, so 
we shouldn't be unduly worried about small 
differences. It bothers me to think that some­
where out there is a shooter who is losing 
sleep over one or two feet per second when, 
given the variability of firearms and ammuni­
tion, it really doesn't amount to a hill of 
beans. 

One of the most important things a chron­
ograph will show you is the consistency of 
your reloads and while it is a laudable goal to 
have ammunition with a low extreme spread 
this doesn't guarantee that that ammunition is 
going to be superior in accuracy to a load 
with a higher spread. It may, but then I have 
seen too many loads that varied by 100 fps 
and shoot like gangbusters to Jet that deter 

Continued on page 91 
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Springfield Drop·ln 
Co•pensator 

Springfield Armory has introduced 
another new competition accessory item to 
its 19ll-Al line. Kwik Komp is an easily 
installed drop-in compensator system 
designed to turn almost any 1911 style pistol 
into a compensated IPSC or "pin gun" at a 
very affordable price. 

K wile Komp is available for either .45 
ACP, 9mm or .38 Super calibers in both 
Commander and Government models. 

Kwik Komp was designed by world 
renowned master pistolsmith Richard 
Heinie. Because Kwik Komp installs so 
easily, the shooter can return his pistol to 
standard configuration quickly. 

Much like the more expensive custom fit­
ted compensators , K wik Komp reduces 
muzzle rise and felt recoil by channeling hot 
gases upwards to thwart recoil. An efficient 
design it is too. 

K wile Komp retails for only $189 from 
Springfield Armory, 420 W Main Street, 
Dept. AH , Geneseo, IL, 61254. 
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Safariland's Final 
Option 

Safariland has introduced a new genera­
tion competition holster for IPSC and other 
action shooting sports. The holster is the 
creation of combat shooting master and hol­
ster designer Bill Rogers. 

The holster uses the patented Safari-Lami­
nate process which insures a Lightweight yet 
tough and durable holster. The front of the 
holster is cut away for a fast draw, an obvious 
speed advantage. 

From outward appearance, it looks like the 
gun would be unstable and flop around , 
maybe even fall out of the skimpily cut 
design. But the secret of the ultra-sophisti­
cated new holster is the small, unbreakable 
nylon block that locks the back of the trigger 

guard and retains the gun securely. 
Dubbed the Final Option , the new 

Safariland holster is in use by members of 
Team Safariland on the professional hand­
gunning circuit. 

For more information, write Safariland, 
1941 S. Walker, Dept. AH, Monrovia, CA, 
91016. 

Federal Hydra·Shok ·--One of the most awesome manstoppers, 
the devastating Hydra-Shok "maximum 
energy transfer" bullet, is now back on the 
streets, this time under the Federal Cartridge 
Company banner. Savvy citizens and street­
wise detectives have long raved about the 
terrible destruction wrought by the savage 
little Hydra-Shok slugs, and now the man­
stopping power of the Hydra-Shok is avail­
able in 9mm. 

The new 124 grain Hydra-Shok jacketed 
hollowpoint features a vicious vertical post in 
the center of the hollow cavity to deflect 
hydrodynamic forces outwards for maximum 
shocking power and shredding of vital 
organs. Typically, the 9mm Hydra-Shok rips 
a horrible wound channel as it mushrooms 
out to .50 caliber. 

The unusually effective bullet uses a com­
bination of a notched cooper jacket and a 
vertical post to achieve superior penetration 
deep into vital organs while at the same time 
assuring maximum expansion. The result is 
deadly efficiency. 

Federal also offers the Hydra-Shok in .38 
Special with a 129 grain bullet. 

For more information, check out the new 
Federal Hydra-Shoks at your local gun shop 
or write for Federal's catalog at 900 Ehlen 
Drive, Anoka, MN, 55303 . 
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Pachmayr Pot Pourri 
Pachmayr Gun Works introduces several 

new products of interest to the American 
handgunner. New Pachmayr grips are now 
available for the Ruger GP-100 and the SIG 
P-226. 

fi ring or test-cycling an auto, the Pachmayr 
dummy rounds are available now at leading 
gun shops. 

A new contour-fit rubber holster is avail­
able for the Browning Hi-Power, Colt Gov­
ernment Model, S&W K-frames and S&W 
L-frames. Four new Pachmayr magazines are out for 

the Colt Officers Model, Colt 9mm and .38 
Super Government Models and the Brown­
ing Hi-Power. 

Pachmayr offers dummy rounds for .45 
ACP, 9mm and .38 Special. Great fo r dry 

For a complete Pachmay r catalog and 
mo re infor mation o n these and other 
Pachmayr products, write Pachmayr Gun 
Works, Dept. AH, 1875 S. Mountain Ave., 
Monrovia, CA, 91016. 

-. 

3·D Introduces IOmm 
3-D Ammunition and Bullets has recently 

added the lOmm automatic cartridge to its 
Impact line of quality factory anmmnition. 
With the current demand and interest in the 
hot new lOmm Auto among law enforcement 
and the general shooting public, 3-D quickly 
responded with their excellent !Omm ammo. 

Featuring Sierra jacketed hollowpoint bul­
lets of 150 and 180 grains, the 3-D !Omm 
ammo registers 1249 fps and ll73 fps respec­
tively with the two bullet weights. The fac­
tory says chamber pressures are modest, 
under 30,000 cup. 

Like all Impact ammunition , the new 
lOmm loads are manufactured to 3-D's 
rigorous standards of quality. For more infor­
mation, contact 3-D at ll2 Plum Street, Dept. 
AH, Doniphan, NE 68832 or call (402) 
845-2285 . 



Beretta 92 Scope 
Mount 

B-Square is out with a clever no­
gunsmithing scope mount for the Beretta 92 
and Taurus 99 semi-auto 9mm pistols. 

The new mount is easily installed by sim­
ply replacing the gun's disassembly lever and 
release button . The mount has a standard 
mounting dovetail so any Weaver-type, Aim­
point or Tasco sort of ring can be attached . 

The gun's iron sights can still be used with 
the scope mount attached. The new B-Square 
mount lists foronly $69.95 (blue) and $79.95 
(stainless). B-Square's own one-inch rings 
are only $16.95 in either blue or stainless. 

Available at dealers and distributors 
nationwide, the new mount is in stock now. 
Write B-Square for more information at P. 0. 
Box 11281, Dept. AH , Fort Worth, TX, 
76ll0. 

New MTM Handgun 
Case 

The MTM Molded Products Company, 
maker of the fine MTM cartridge case boxes, 
announces the new MTM Case-Gard 1400, a 
tough case for carrying handguns. 

Construction of Case-Gard 1400 is of high­
irnpact polypropylene. The thick wall con­
struction, combined with thick convoluted 
foam padding assures security and safe trans­
port. The belted lip design protects the con­
tents from moisture and dust. Hinge pins are 
of stainless steel. 

The Case-Gard 1400 comes in Forest 
Green and Graphite Grey colors and sells for 
$29.50. It measures 181/i x l31h x 5 inches. 

For more information , contact MTM, 
P.O. Box 14ll7, Dept. AH, Dayton, OH, 
45414. 
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R EDFI 
5800 Ea s t Jewell .£ 

Redfield Expands Pistol Scope Line 

Redfield introduces two brushed-alumi­
num pistol scopes in fixed power 21/z x and 
4 x . Also new is the variable power 2-6 x 
black anodized pistol scope designed pri­
marily for handgun hunting. 

With the introduction of their new 
brushed-aluminum scopes, Redfield offers 
the stainless steel handgun owner an attrac-

tive complement. Redfield has also intro­
duced their famous "magnum proof' pistol 
base with three rings in the same brushed 
finish , for Smith and Wessons only. 

Look for the new Redfield pistol scopes at 
your local gun shop, or send $1 for a complete 
catalog to Redfield , Dept. AH, 5800 E . 
Jewell Ave. , Denver, CO, 80224. 



BY JOHN TAFFIN 

I n 1873, the U.S. Government officially 
adopted the .45 as the military caliber for 

both rifles and handguns. For the handgun 
the cartridge was the .45 Colt; the gun itself 
was the Colt Single Action Army. Both gun 

the Philippine Campaign and the Army 
began to seriously look for a new chamber­
ing. John Browning and Colt entered the 
picture with a new semi-automatic handgun, 
the Colt Model 1905 firing a 200 grain .45 

the .45ACP 
and cartridge served well during the frontier 
days, but by the 1890s, the move was made to 
a smaller caliber, the .38 Long Colt in the 
new Colt Double Action revolver. Militarily 
speaking, the new handgun was possibly a 
step forward, but the cartridge was not. 

The .38 caliber proved to be inadequate in 

caliber bullet. Within six years the Model 
1905 had been modified to become the Model 
1911, one of the most successful handguns of 
all times. 

The new army sidearm fired a 230 grain 
roundnose .45 caliber bullet at 850 fps, a 
cartridge still known as the .45 ACP (Auto-

matic Colt Pistol). Both the gun and the car­
tridge would eventually serve U.S. 
servicemen well in two world wars, Korea 
and VietNam and various brushfires around 
the globe. 

Now the U.S. Government has once again 
dropped the .45 in favor of a smaller caliber, 
this time the 9mm. Will history repeat itself? 

The .45 ACP is certainly one of the most 
popular handgun cartridges ever, second 
only to the .38 Special/.357 Magnum. And it 
is virtually impossible to separate the car­
tridge from the gun, the Colt Government 
Model and all its variations. From its intro­
duction in 1911 until well into the '70s, the old 
Colt was the only .45 semi-automatic 
available. 

My experience with the .45 ACP is much 
more limited than that with the various big 
bore revolvers. I've always had a .45 , I just 

HIGH PERFORMANCE .45 ACP FAVORITE LOADS 
185 grain 
(SWC and JHP ) 

1120 

6.0 8.S 8.0 S.O 9.S 10 .5 
U U 8 80 BO 

200graln 
(SWC and JHP ) 

6.0 7.5 7.0 6.5 7.0 9.5 6.0 4.0 
U U U U BO WW B 

POWDERS : (U) Unique, (B) Bullseye, (BD) Blue Dot, (WW) WW231, (2) 2400 
BULLETS: (1) Zero, (2) Sierra, (3) Hornady, (4) H & G 68, (5) Lyman, (6) RCBS, (7) Speer 

230graln 
(SWC and RN ) 

6.5 6.5 4.5 8.0 15 .0 
U B BO 

250graln 
Keith 

15 .0 7.5 

VELOCITY 

1200 

1100 

1000 

900 

800 

700 

LOAD 
POWDER 

BULLET 

All loods except the 250 groin Keith bullets were fired from a five-inch barreled Colt Gold Cup; the Keith loads were fired from a six-inch S&W Model 
1955. Neither the author nor American Handgunner accept responsibility for results obtained with this information due to the inherent variations in 
handloading techniques and components. 
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IMPROVE 
Your performance wit'1 championship-proven, 
custom parts and accessories! .... 

You are demanding. You are used to the best. You want professional ca re. 
You want classic, old fashioned, dependable service. You want quality, 
performance-proven equipment. We have it all! We are the Nation's best! 

1911 Type Pistols Accessories Ernie Hill Leather 
Wilson Combat E. Hill Model 666 Leatham Fender Holster SAVE 

Extended Thumb Safety Blue or sis .. . . SAVE 
Extended Slide Re lease Blue or sis .... $AVE 
Extended Combat Ejector SAVE 
MATCH 45, 6" B.B.L. $AVE 
Extended Magazine Button $A VE 
Competition Match Trigger wl3 holes . SAVE 
Commander Hammer Blue or sis . $A VE 
Beavertail Grip Safety Blue or sis . . . $A VE 
Shok-Buff Buffers (6 pk.) $AVE 
Combat 31dots Sights .... .. $AVE 
Full Length Spring Guide Gov. or clc .. . SAVE 
Magazine Well Funnel Blue or sis $AVE 
Checkered Mainspring Housing $AVE 
Recoil Spring 9, 10, 12, 15, 
17, 18112 lb. Govt. SAVE 
S & A Magazine Guide Blue or sis . .... $AVE 
Safari Extended Safety Blue or si s .. .. $19.95 
Safari Ambidextrous Extended 
Thumb Safety Blue or si s 29 .95 

Magazines & Speedloaders 
Metal Form Match Magazine 

Ernie Hill Model PPC Fender Holster . SAVE 
Ernie Hill Competition Belt SAVE 
Ernie Hill Single Magazine Pouch SAVE 
Ernie Hill Double Magazine Pouch ... SAVE 
Ernie Hill Vert. Triple Mag. Pouch . SAVE 

Safariland/Rogers Leather 
SafarilandlRogers Model 007 Holster $65.00 
S/R Cup Challenge Holster ........ $65.00 
SafarilandlRogers Gunfighters Belt .. $34.95 
SIR Adj . Single Mag. Pouch ....... $14.95 
SIR Double Mag. Pouch $22.25 
SIR Triple Comp. Magazine Pouch .. $29.95 
SIR Triple Speedloader Pouch $16.95 

Action Tune-Up Kits 
S & W KIL/N Spring kits . . ..... $10.35 
Colt 1911 Spring Kit ....... .... ... $12.95 
S & W J Spring Kit . . $ 7.70 
Beretta 92 Spring Kit ..... .. ...... $11.95 
SIG-SAUER P226 Spring Kit . . .. ... $ 7.70 

Timers & Chronographs 
w/Shaw pad sis 9 mm $19.95 Pearl Systems Timer PST-10 . $149.00 

$ 79.95 Metal Form Match Magazine Chrony Chronograph 
w/Shaw Pad sis 38 Super .......... . $19.95 Sights 
Shooting Star, 38 Super 
10 l~ds . Mags. si s . . ..... .. $27.95 Bo-Mar rear sight , (BMCS) 
NEW B.A.T. Brass Ultra-Mag pad 2 pk. $ 9.95 Wichita combat Sight 
Comp. II Speedloaders KIL $ 6.95 Books 

$49.95 
$5175 

NEW Comp. Ill Speedloader K . . ..... $10.95 

Recoil Compensators 
" You Can 't Miss" by John Shaw . $ 9.95 

Wilson Accu-Comp. II Kit 45 ACP . 
Wilson LE-Comp. Kit 45 ACP 

Videos 
IPSC U.S. Nationals 1987 
Steel Challenge 1988 
Handguns & Home Survival 

Glasses 
Bushnell Sportview ... . . . .. .. . ... . 
·Bushnell Premier . 

t~ ~1!ltfJJJf!1i:E'gm~si 
~~ lllJjglf.'@~ ® 

P.O. BOX 3238 •HIALEAH, FL 33013 

$AVE 
$AVE 

$49.95 
$49.95 
$49.95 

" Shoot to Win " by John Shaw . $11 .95 
" Combat 45 Auto" by Bill Wilson . $11 .95 
" Hallocks 45 Handbook" . . .. $11 .95 
" Combat Handgunnery" $10.95 

Accessories 
Chapman Screw Driver Kit 
IPSC Target Pasters 
Lyman Brass Gunsmith Hammer 
Lyman Compact Screw Driver Kit 
Phelps Dillon 4501550 Case Feeder . 

FREE SHIPPING IN CONTINENTAL U.S. 
SEND $2.00 FOR THE MOST COMPLETE PRACTICAL PISTOL CATALOG EVER 

1987 SHOOTERS DEPOT 

have not shot it as much as a revolver because 
of the reloader's necessity of retrieving brass 
when .45 ACP empties are scattered all over 
the landscape. During the late '50s and early 
'60s, it seemed that everyone had a govern­
ment surplus 1911, and if I remember cor­
rectly, these were sold through the DCM for 
$7.50 to $15. 

In the early '70s I fell heir to both a new, 
unfired Colt Mk. IV Series 70 .45 and a 
Lyman four cavity mold dropping #452460, 
a 200 grain semi-wadcutter designed specifi­
cally for the .45 ACP Now it was time to get 
serious about the big .45. 

My first handload using the Lyman bullet 
and 3.5 grains of Bullseye was put together 
for use in an indoor 50 foot range. The first 
five shots out of that Colt with factory fixed 
sights, offhand at 50 feet, gave me a group 
that would have done an accurized Colt pistol 
proud. Four shots were in one ragged hole, 
with the fifth less than one-inch away. So 
much for the .45 ACP not being accurate. 

Although I spend most of my shooting 
time with revolvers, the semi-automatics are 
getting more and more attention. A major 
part of my life is spent testing various hand­
guns which necessitates spending a lot of 
time by myself in the desert, foothills and 
mountains. I always carry a .45 ACP no 
matter what gun I happen to be working with . 
So every testing trip includes at least a few 
rounds of .45 ACP as well as the particular 
cartridge I happen to be working with . I 
guess what I am saying is that I think enough 
of the .45 ACP to bet my life on it. I can't 
think of a better life insurance policy. 

There is no such thing as a perfect hand­
gun, but when it comes to versatility, the .45 
ACP is way at the top. What other handgun 
cartridge can be put to so many different uses 
and do all of them so well? How many tons of 
Bullseye powder are expended each year by 
.45 ACP target shooters? 

How many people, even as I myself, carry 
the .45 ACP for a much more serious reason: 
self-protection? 

What other cartridge is better suited to 
Action Shooting? 

And with all of these the .45 ACP can also 
be used as a short range hunting cartridge, 
and can even be pressed into service for NRA 
Hunter Pistol or IHMSA Field Pistol. Pretty 
impressive credentials for a cartridge that is 
77 years young! 

Handloading for the .45 ACP is not quite 
the same as for magnum revolvers. Anything 
that will fit the cylinder of a revolver will 
normally work satisfactorily, light loads, 
medium loads, heavy magnum loads. The 
parameters of the .45 ACP are much more 
narrow- too light a load and the action will 
not function, try to make a Magnum out of 
the .45 ACP and much more serious prob­
lems could surface. 

For most of my .45 ACP shooting, I like to 
stay around 700-800 fps for plinking loads 
with 185 to 230 grain bullets. I go 900-1000 
fps with 200 grain semi-wadcutter bullets for 
serious work, and when jacketed bullets 
are called for, I prefer the Hornady or Sierra 

Continued on page 80 
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By John Taffin 
1\vo guns in one! Interchanging barrels allow the 
handgun hunter to switch from a scoped 1Jarrel to an 

iron sighted barrel. 
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T
o paraphrase a famous advertising slo­
gan: "When shooters speak , Dan 

Wesson listens." The first Dan Wesson was 
one of the most unattractive sixguns ever 
devised, but it worked and worked well. 
Dan Wesson listened to shooters and 
changed the profile by hiding the barrel 
retaining nut inside the shroud, adding a 
heavy barrel, and thus making the Dan 
Wesson .357 a very attractive revolver. 

Dan Wesson was plainly evident in the 
early days of silhouetting as the first man­
ufacturer to listen to shooters and bring out 
a lO-inch heavy barreled silhouette 
revolver. Dan Wesson continued to keep its 
ear tuned to the shooting public, gradually 
improving the sighting system until it 
became one of the best available. 

Dan Wesson rear sights have easily 
detectable, positive clicks and the front 
sights have interchangeable front blades. 
Shooters spoke, Dan Wesson listened" 
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Silhouetters felt they needed a new long 
range revolver for their game. One with 
low recoil, but the capability of delivering 
high energy to 200 meter targets . Dan 
Wesson heard their pleas and the result was 
the top revolver in silhouette competition, 
the Dan Wesson .357 SuperMag. 

The 1970's were tough times for .44 
Magnum shooters. Double action .44 
Magnums were in very short supply with 
Smith & Wesson Model 29's going for 
50-100% above the retail price. Smith & 
Wesson continued to increase production 
but never caught up with the demand at the 
time. Dan Wesson listened. 

I talked with Dan Wesson in 1978, just 
before his untimely death, and he told me 
of the work that was being done on the DW 
.44 Magnum. It took a few years to get it 
off the ground, but the DW .44 Magnum 
became a reality in the early '80's . 

When the Dan Wesson .44 Magnum was 
introduced , silhouetters purchased the 
eight-inch Heavy Barrel Model and found 
themselves with a handgun that was illegal 
for silhouettes as it was over the four pound 
weight limit. Dan Wesson went to work 
and shaved weight from the shroud to get it 
down to the weight limit. This can be read­
ily seen on the present Heavy Barrel .44 
Magnum Dan Wessons as the bottom of the 
shroud has a step where metal has been 
removed. 

Silhouetters wanted a 10-inch barrel and 
Dan Wesson listened again bringing out a 
long barreled .44 Magnum with a standard 
shroud that came in under the four pound 
weight limit. This gave shooters maximum 
sight radius plus maximum weight to help 
reduce felt recoil of the .44 Magnum. 

I have had considerable experience with 
both the .357 Magnum and the .44 Mag­
num Dan Wessons with 10-inch barrels and 
found both of them to be superbly accurate. 
My early 10-inch barreled .357 Magnum 
Dan Wesson is one of the most accurate 
cast bullet revolvers that I have encoun­
tered in 30 years of shooting. 

There are a number of features that con­
tribute to the accuracy of the Dan Wessons. 
The barrels are interchangeable-barrels 
of different lengths, normally six , eight and 
ten-inch tubes. are available for each par­
ticular caliber and the shooter can 
exchange barrels at will. And since the 
barrels are locked at the front with a barrel 
nut, and each barrel is installed without 
being torqued up tightly at the factory, 
there is no problem with the forcing cone of 
the barrel being squeezed to the point of 
being tighter than the muzzle end. I 
recently measured another revolver man­
ufacturer's barrel and found that the muzzle 
end was .005" larger than the diameter 
ahead of the forcing cone which is caused 
by the barrel being twisted too tightly when 
it is installed. This cannot happen on a Dan 
Wesson revolver. 

Other features that contribute to 
accuracy are the fact that the cylinder locks 
at the front of the frame rather than at the 
end of the ejector rod, and the frame is a 
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The Dan Wesson Hunter Pak is available in {l to R) .22 Magnum, .32 Mag· 
num, .357 Magnum, .41 Magnum, .44 Magnum, .357 SuperMag and .375 
SuperMag. 
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solid one-piece style instead of being 
hogged out and fitted and a sideplate. Both 
these features help to keep the cylinder 
solidly aligned with the barrel as the 
revolver is fired. 

Silhouetting and handgun hunting have 
both been responsible for many innova­
tions in handguns. Now Dan Wesson has 
listened again and brought out a package 
that will appeal to the shooter that wants 
one sixgun that can be used for both. 

The Hunter Pac consists of a standard 
Dan Wesson eight-inch barreled revolver 
that can be used for silhouetting or hunting 
if iron sights are preferred , plus an extra 
shroud that is already equipped with a 
Burris Mount , a set of Burris rings and the 
choice of a Burris 2X or l 1h X-4X variable 
scope. Both scopes, of course, are Long 
Eye Relief (LER) scopes. 

The Hunter Pac is available in all the 
magnum calibers: .22 Magnum, .32 Mag­
num, .357 Magnum, .41 Magnum, .44 
Magnum, .357 SuperMag, and 375 Super­
Mag. As of this writing all except the .375 
SuperMag are available in stainless finish 
as well as the standard Dan Wesson blue, 
which is one of the best in the business. 

The test Hunter Pac that I have been 
enjoying for the past few months is in .44 
Magnum caliber consisting of a standard 
eight-inch Model 44VH which is equipped 
with a Heavy Barrel shroud, plus an extra 
standard "V" barrel shroud that is fitted 
with a Burris 11/zX-4X scope in Burris 
rings on a Burris base that is mounted on 
the extra shroud. The "V" in the Dan 
Wesson model number designation stands 
for "ventilated." 

The standard barrel is fitted with a slot to 
accept the full range of Dan Wesson front 
sights. These are available with red (as 
supplied on the Hunter Pac model) white, 
or yellow inserts, with various heights and 
widths of plain black posts. The scoped 
shroud has a very clean look as there is no 
front sight , nor has a slot been machined to 
accept one. 

According to my scale, the standard 
eight-inch Model 44HV weighs 62 .5 
ounces. Fitting the Dan Wesson frame with 

field Editor Taffin found the .44 
Hunter to be extremely accurate 
and easy to shoot, thanks to the 
extra weight of the scope. 

the scoped shroud brings it up to 73 .5 
ounces. 

Firing the Dan Wesson .44 Magnum is 
about as good as it gets with the big Forty­
Four. With a weight of nearly four pounds 
even without the scope, felt recoil is 
reduced considerably. By felt recoil , we 
refer to the amount of recoil that the indi­
vidual shooter actually perceives when the 
handgun is fired. The Dan Wesson 44VH 
minimizes this felt recoil not only by its 
heavy weight but also by the excellent fac­
tory stocks. 

I am no fan of factory stocks. Normally. 
But the Dan Wesson designers have done 
an admirable job of coming up with a stock 
that does not transfer an inordinate amount 
of recoil to the shooter's hand . This is 
accomplished by a stock that has no check-
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ering and fills in behind the trigger guard 
eliminating any problem with "knuckle 
dusting." The middle finger of the shooting 
hand does not get rapped solidly every time 
the Dan Wesson .44 is fired. 

This is not accomplished without some 
trade-off. at least for this shooter. The 
same smooth stock and angle that mini­
mize the felt recoil also makes it difficult 
for yours truly to keep the muzzle-heavy 
Dan Wesson aligned on target. I really have 
to concentrate, especially in a silhouette 
match, to keep the front sight from dipping 
low. This is a small price to pay for a stock 
and grip angle that controls recoil as effec­
tively as the Dan Wesson design. 

Coupled with the smooth stock is a 
smooth trigger, with an excellent trigger 

Cominued on page 68 
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SMITH & WESSON 

I 
TER 

By]. B. Wood 
Photos by Ichiro Nagata 

I n May of 1987, the Research & Development 
department at Smjth & Wesson completed 

the prototype of a new version of the famous 
Model 29. It had a six-inch heavy barrel with a 
full -length underlug, like the barrel of the 
L-frame gun. Other special features included an 
un-ftuted cylinder and soft-rubber Hogue grips. 
The four-position adjustable front sight was of 
the same style used on the Silhouette version of 
the Model 29. 

With the exception of the Distinguished 
Combat Magnum title applied to the Model 
686, Smith & Wesson has in recent times 
avoided "names" for new guns, preferring to 
just give them model numbers. In this case, 
though , they decided that the newest variation 
of the Model 29 deserved a special designation . 
In keeping with its intended use as a hunting 
handgun, they called it the Classic Hunter. 

All of its features should make it perfect for 
those endeavors, but they also will be an advan­
tage in other areas of shooting. 

The added weight of the full-length barrel 
underlug and un-ftuted cylinder tend to reduce 
the amount of felt recoil . And , the location of 
the main part of the added weight, up front , 
reduces the muzzle whip. So, you're back on 
target more easily after the initial shot. One 
afternoon recently I ran a hundred rounds of 
factory loads through a Classic Hunter, and I 
noticed a definite difference in the amount of 
muzzle rise. The ammunition used was by 
Winchester, PMC, and Super Vel. 

From a casual rest - seated, two-hand hold , 

arms rested on knees-the accuracy was excel­
lent at 25 , 50, and 75 yards. The maximum 
setting for the sight is 150 yards, and that's a bit 
further than the average handgun hunter should 
try with iron sights on medium game. 

The front sight is click-adjustable by a ser­
rated disc in its base, and the exact heights are 
controlled by four numbered Allen screws that 
can be pre-set to the point-of-impact at different 
ranges. Small numbers, one through four, can 
be seen on top of the disc on the left side. The 
rear sight is a standard fully-adjustable S &.W 
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type. . 
The hammer has a wide target-type spur, and 

the large target trigger has vertical serrations. 
The soft-rubber Hogue grips are going to be 
comfo rtable fo r every other shooter in the 
world , so when I remark that they do not fit my 
hand, keep in mind that the feel of a grip is a 
very subjective thing. After 24 rounds, I put on 
a P.A.S.T. shooting glove, and wore it for the 
rest of the session. I am not usually recoil­
sensitive, and the Classic Hunter has less recoil 
than the regular Model 29, so I am guessing that 
in this case the relationship between the grip 
and my hand was the reason. 

When they reduced the range of the sight 
system to 150 yards (from the 200 meters of the 
original Silhouette sight), there was a fi eld-use 
side benefi t: the rear sight blade was kept to a 
normal height , less likely to be damaged. The 
square notch of the rear sight has a whjte out­
line, and the rear face of the front blade is 
slightly undercut for a sharp picture. 

For low-light hunting situations (which, in 
heavy growth , can occur at high noon), I think it 
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would be a good idea to offer an optional blade 
with a white bar or dot. For any other time, 
though, the sight system is excellent. 

The fit and fini sh of the Classic Hunter I tried 
made me think of the "old time" Smith & 
Wesson guns. The single action trigger pull was 
a crisp 33/4 pounds, with absolutely no creep and 
only 1/64 of an inch in soft overtravel. Though it 
is not likely to be used in most hunting situa­
tions, the double action pull is smooth and easy. 

There's no reason, of course, that the gun 
can't be used for target shooting, personal 
defense, or even law enforcement work. For the 
last-named use, though, its extra weight could 
be a detraction. Carrying this beautiful monster 
in a duty rig all day (or night) might be a tiring 
exercise fo r an average-sized officer. 

The Classic Hunter is as strong as a:iy Model 
29 , and that means it is extremely tough. 
However, it would be a mistake to assume that 
the un-ftuted cylinder will contajn even higher 
pressures than a fluted one. The added material 
is for weight only, and it is all in structural areas 

Continued on page 86 

The adiustable front sight 
witlt four positions that 
can be pre-set for dif­
ferent zeros is from tlte 
"silhouette model" where 
ram-busters shoot at four 
different distances. One 
questions if a hunter 
would have time to dial 
from 11 111 to 114 11 in tlte 
field, if indeed lte could 
estimate distance so 
precisely. 

Overall fit and finish is 
good witlt a dull, matte 
tone to tlte bluing. The 
unfluted cylinder looks 
iazzy even if it does 
nothing to add strength. 

The bolt stop of tlte Classic 
Hunter (top) is small com­
pared to that of a Ruger 
Redltawk (below) wlticlt is 
one reason wlty tlte 
beefier Redltawk can take 
hotter loads titan tlte 
M-29. The M-29 is a 
"medium duty" .44 Mag­
num while tlte rugged 
Redltawk is a "heavy 
duty" magnum. 
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TO INTER CONTEST: Use a postcard 
(no envelopes) and follow sample. Send 
to AMERICAN HANDGUNNER, Dept. Hl l , 
POB 880409, San Diego, CA 92108-0009. 
Mail before December l , 1988. 

Ll•ll I entry per household. 

"DO YOU PLAN TO PURCHASE A HOLSTER 
OR RELATED GUN CARRYING ACCESSO­
RIES IN THE NEXT 12 MONTHS?" 
(Y) YES 

(N)NO 



Circle your answer to question : (Y) (N) 

1f I w in, please ship my gun through : 

City, Sto le, Zip _ _________ _ 

Phone ( ) ____ Store Hours_ om_ pm 

Contest voi d whe re loxed o r prohibited by low. 

Winners must comply with all federal and local lows. 

Coolest open to U.S. residents onl y. Employees and 

agents of Publish ers' Development Corp. not eligible. 

No purchase necessary. W inners will be notified by 
REGISTERED MAIL on official let1erheod. 

'I ' ~ ,. 
I ~ I 

COGAN 
CUS1'0M 
COONAN 
.357 
MAGNUM 
T

he Coonan .357 Magnum semi-automatic pistol is a marvel of engineer­
ing excellence, but noted pistolsmith Bob Cogan of Accurate Plating 
and Weaponry renders the stainless steel pistol into a finely tuned master­
piece. The Coonan pistol fires the .357 Magnun rimmed revolver car­

tridge, and the reliable chambering of a rimmed round in a semi-auto pistol is no 
small feat of design genius. Yet while it took Dan Coonan to figure out how to 
chamber the .357 Magnum, it required the savvy of Bob Cogan to tame the recoil 
of the powerful cartridge. 

Bob fitted his remarkably effective Cogan Compensator to the premium 
Coonan barrel. The compensator is of the proven "expansion chamber" design 
which incorporates an internal gas re-direction cavity to channel escaping gases 
upwards through three carefully machined slots. The "equal and opposite reaction" 
of the gases escaping upwards·forces the muzzle downwards to control recoil and 
muzzle flip when firing heavyduty .357 Magnun loads. 

For more information on the complete custom services of Bob Cogan write him 
at Accurate Plating and Weaponry, Dept. AH , 1937 Calumet Street, mm. 
Unit 22 , Clearwater, FL 33575 . ~ · 
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MAXI-COMP 
The combat pistol reaches a new 
plateau of excellence as master 
pistolsmith Ed Brown customizes the 
1911 .45 auto into a remarkable pistol. 
Accurate, dependable, powerful. The 
Brown Maxi-Comp is the latest evolu­
tion of combat handgunnery. 

By Cameron Hopkins 
Photos by Ichiro Nagata 

Maxi Comp is a sophisticated conversion of the 1911 .45 
caliber GI clunker into a combat competition master­
piece. Ed Brown is the creator of the Maxi Comp 
which he makes one at a time, individually, with the 

care and dedication that is only found in the skilled hands of a 
master craftsman. 

Painstaking attention to the tiniest detail is the hallmark of a 
Brown Maxi Comp, from the tasteful blending of the compensa­
tor into the slide to the precise fitting of the revolutionary new 
Brown beavertail grip safety. Flawless reliability is the trademark 
of the Maxi Comp, suberb accuracy its benchmark. 

And those who would doubt that steel is a medium for the 
pistolsmith-as-artist need only admire the matched pair of con­
secutively serial numbered Colt Government Model conversions 
to the Maxi Comp that grace our cover. The gun shown in the 
photos surrounding this article is one from that stunning pair of 
pistols. We did not shoot the matched pair in the testing of the 
Maxi Comp for this report , but Ed Brown supplied a Colt Gold 
Cup customized as a Maxi Comp with identical features to those 
shown. We shot this one instead of the museum pieces. 

There are only a handful of men with the talents of an Ed 
Brown, perhaps a dozen pistolsmiths with the consummate skill 
and knowledge born of experience who can rightfully lay claim to 
the title ."master pistolsmith." An active member of the pres­
tigious American Pistolsmiths Guild , Ed shares the common 
denominator that is nearly universal among the great .45 men . 

He works alone, without apprentices and unaided by helpers. 
There is no "production custom" with a horde of assembly 1.ine 
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Tiie Maxi-Comp is an 
expansion chamber design 
with dual gas ports. It's as 
effective as it is attractive. 

workers cranking out pistols by the batch. Each and every Maxi 
Comp, and other flavors of customized .45s from the Brown 
workbench , are handfitted individually by the artisan himself. 

And it's good work. Among the best in a field crowded with 
talent. The metalwork is exceptional , each flat surface flat , each 
square corner square. Metal checkering, perhaps the most exact­
ing yet unappreciated aspect of truly fine pistolsmithing, is a 
study of perfection with the handcut diamonds of steel standing 
sharply independent of each other, their symmetrical shapes 
jutting from the steel frame like row upon row of miniature 
pyramids. The checkering is cut 20 lines to the inch . 

The slide glides effortlessly on the frame like a figure skater's 
honed edges slicing smoothly across polished ice. Rack the slide 
and feel the ease of operation that comes from precisely mated 
parts working together in harmony. Retract the slide slowly and 
let it ease home gently, feeling carefully for any hint of stickiness 
or abrasion. None. Wonderfully slick and smooth, the result of 
careful fitting. 

The Missouri pistolsmith is full of good ideas. Fitted to the 
Maxi Comp is a new beavertail grip safety that Ed designed and 
now shares with the trade. The Brown Beavertail not only fea­
tures the enlarged , extended tang that serves as the part's name­
sake, but also incorporates an innovative new method of raising 
the shooter's grip on the gun closer to the bore line by elevating 
the fit of the beavertail. The upper surface of the beavertail's tang 
is recessed to allow the hammer to fit inside it, thus permitting the 
part to be fitted higher on the pistol. 

The Brown Beavertail is so clever that Ed is now selling the 
part to other pistolsmiths and it may well obsolete other such 
spade-styles out there. It's that good. 

He's also marketing his new magazine funnel , a weld-on part 
that elongates, stretches and expands the mag well dramatically, 
allowing for faster, more positive magazine changes. This too is a 
masterpiece of design for it does not add a millimeter to the 
overall length of the grip frame while nonetheless greatly enlarg­
ing the opening. It's called the Maxi Well. 

The heart of the Maxi Comp is, of course, the comp. The 
compensator is an expansion chamber design , the most efficient 
of all recoil reducing muzzle brakes for handguns. An expansion 
chamber is a gas redirection collector, a carefully contoured 
cavity within a milled steel block that is affixed to the barrel and 
ported on the upper surface to channel hot muzzle gases upwards, 
thereby pushing the rising pistol downwards during recoil. The 
Maxi Comp is fitted to the end of an extended barrel, in this case a 
six-inch Bar Sto match-grade stainless steel tube. 

There are two ways to attach a compensator to a barrel, and Ed 
favors the method preferred by most master pistolsmiths, popu-
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larly known as the "cone style." The other method is the much 
simpler and less costly system of simply threading the barrel and 
screwing on the compensator. The barrel's lock-up in this method 
is achieved with a standard barrel bushing. 

But the cone style, or tapered sleeve, method of attaching the 
compensator is better because extra weight is added which also 
helps alleviate recoil and muzzle flip. Looking like an inverted 
ice cream cone, a steel sleeve is threaded and locked onto the 
barrel. Out of this sleeve the expansion chamber compensator is 
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machined . Barrel lock-up is achieved without a bushing by means 
of the tapered sleeve with the fatter end of the cone fitting 
precisely to the inside of the slide. A good fit, as opposed to a 
sloppy fit , only comes from pin grinding the cone to the slide, a 
practice perfected by Ed Brown. 
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The Maxi Comp evolved in 1982 when the first one entered the 
competition arena at the Bianchi Cup in Ed's hands. Two years 
later he placed in the top 20 at the demanding Cup, the only 
shooter to do so with an iron sighted pistol. One reason for the 
Maxi Comp's success in the Cup, besides its thorough reliability, 
is its remarkable accuracy. 

A properly fitted handmade .45 will group between 11/z and two 
inches off the sandbags at 25 yards. This Maxi Comp tested by 
American Handgunner consistently shot between one-inch and 
l 1/4 inches. With a mixed bag of beautiful match and scuzzy 
practice loads! 

Now the difference between a l'h inches and one-inch may 
seem insignificant, a trivial half-inch. But - think about it-that's 
a reduction of group size by one-third! If your pet hunting rifle 
suddenly goes from three inches at 100 yards down to two inches, 
you're impressed. And it's similarly impressive when Ed Brown 
shrinks a target-grade pistol's groups by one-third. 

With his extensive background in the precise profession of tool 
and die making, Ed begins work on a Maxi Comp with the slide­
to-frame fit. The slide is first made exactly parallel with the frame 
along the rails. The goal is not a jammed-tight fit , but a fit with 
proper clearances and no uneven , rough spots. 

The barrel is then mated to the slide, an operation so compli­
cated in its details that Ed merely says he fits barrels "the way 
they're supposed to be," as recommended by master barrel maker 
Irv Stone of Bar Sto Precision Machine. 

Many of the machining operations and most of the handwork 
are proprietary in nature based on methods developed by Ed and 
sometimes using jig fixtures designed by Ed . He employs a Sony 
digital readout mounted on a Bridgeport vertical miH that is 
accurate to .0001" .That's one ten-thousandth of an inch! 

The finish Ed prefers for his Maxi Comps is an electroless 
nickel that he offers as an in-house service. He likes Allied­
Kelite's Niklad 794 finish which is very durable and known for its 
resistance to abrasion and corrosion. 

A vital aspect of reliable function in a semi-automatic pistol is 
the relationship of the springs. In the 191 l .45 auto there are three 
coil springs (four if you count the mag release button's spring, and 
five if you count the leaf spring). The recoil spring is the most 
crucial to the gun's operation, although the mainspring that 
powers the hammer and the firing pin spring are also important. 
But most of the fine harmony between the mass of the slide and its 
smooth operation is balanced with the recoil spring. 

The standard Colt spring is 18 pounds, but the basic Govern­
ment Model is a far cry from the race-bred Maxi Comp. What 
with the compensator and the recoil spring guide rod and the 
carefully mated slide and frame, the recoil spring is considerably 

Continued on page 73 

The Brown Beavertail 
(above left) allows the 
hammer to sink into a 
recess in the tang for a 
higher grip on the pistol. 
The Brown Maxi-Well (far 
left) greatly enlarges the 
mag well for faster 
reloading. The checkered 
trigger guard (left) is cut 
20 lpi. A skeletonized 
match trigger and 
enlarged mag release but­
ton add practical touches 
for competition shooters. 
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Chip McCormick makes it a pai,r, the first man in the 
history of the world speed shooting championships 

to win twice. -~f 
.:J:.l 
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-Rob Leat_h~m, left,· versus Chip 
McCormick in the man-on-man 
shoQt off. Leatham won. 



By Nyle Leatham 

I t was a hit or miss affair. 
And Chip McCormick wouldn't have it 

any other way. 
For th is li the, sandy-bearded lightning­

bolt from Texas, his win of the world speed 
shooting championships was a repeat of his 
1986 victory. It was also the shooting down of 
a seven year hex on anyone surmounting the 
chaUenge twice. 

"I love the Steel Challenge," says McCor­
mick, "It is close to being the perfectly 
designed pistol match. The ring of lead on 
steel makes my blood run hot." 

Good prizes also helped the shooters' 
blood to run hot. First overall paid $5 ,000, 
second $2, 500 and cash awards down 
through 16 places. With additional prizes for 
the man-on-man Shoot-Off and other special 
categories , incl uding the stage winners, 
shooters took home $50,000 in cash and 
another $150,000 in very nice merchandise. 

The trendy gun for this year's Steel Chai-

lenge continued to be a medium-weight, fast­
handling, light-recoil auto on the basic 19ll 
frame modified to handle soft .38 Super 
loads. 

A dozen of the top 16 fi red pistols of 
Springfield Armory manufacture, and 14 of 
the top 16 drew their weapons from Ernie 
Hill holsters. 

Many top shooters have a gun tuned spe­
cifically fo r this match while others shoot 
whatever gun they have for regular competi­
tion. Just to prove it's the man and not the 
gun, Top Revolver score was earned by Jerry 
Miculek with a stock Smith & Wesson Model 
27 with 83/s inch barrel. He placed 8th overaU 
with a score of90.07 seconds and he won the 
Show Down stage with a t ime of 10.82 
seconds. 

Steel Challenge guns have to be 9mm min­
imum caliber, centerfire and suitable for hol­
ster carry. With so few restrictions, a few 
wild designs have been tried. One was the 
Shooting Star "Scepter" model which has an 
open vented slide, like a small bridge girder, 

GUNS AND GEAR OF THE TOP 16 
Place Name Home State Pistol* Pistolsmith 

l Chip McCormick Texas Spr ingfield Shooting Star 

2 Rob Leatham Arizona Springfield Bill W i lson 

3 Rick Castel ow Tennessee Springfield Les Baer 

4 Doug Koenig Pen nsyl van ia Colt Austin Behler! 

5 Brian Enos Arizona Springfield Bill Wilson 

6 Mike Plaxco Arkansas Springfield Mike Plaxco 

7 Michael Voight California Springfield Voight Custom 

8 Jerry Miculek Louisiana S&W (rev. ) Out-of-the-box 

9 Ken Tapp Kentucky Springfield Paul Rice 

10 Michael Cund iff Virginia Springfield Blake Gann 

11 Angelo Spagnoli California Springfield Bruce Gray 

12 Joe Hamilton Louisiana Colt Joe Hami lton 

13 David Cupp Texas Springfield Shooting Star 

14 Donny Summers Mississippi Colt Mike Plaxco 

15 Jerry Barnhart Michigan Springfield Steve Nastoff 

16 Ted Bonnett Texas Springfield Greg Ferris 

Holster Sponsor 
Hill Shooting Star 

Hill Springfield 

Hill Les Baer 

Hill Beh ler! Pree. 

Safari Springfield 

Hi ll Plaxco Custom 

Hill Voight Custom 

Hill Ernie Hill 

Hill Springfield 

Hi ll 

Hill 

Hill 

Hill Shooting Star 

Hill 

Safari Springfield 

Hill 

*All of the top 16 pistols were 1911 Models with the exception of 8th place finisher 's S&W M-27 .357 Magnum revolver. 
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a barrel locking both front and rear for tack 
driving accuracy and a lightweight recoil sys­
tem that functions with a pea shooter load as 
low as 600 feet per second. 

Match winner Chip McCormick, who is 
president of Shooting Star Industries, himself 
stayed with a less radical design. 

Chip's Steel Challenge gun is a basic 
Shooting Star model with the barrel mass 
thinned and one lug removed to get rid of 
more weight, mainly to allow retention of a 
strong recoil spring with light loads. The gun 
has a titanium muzzle brake, a long 9-inch 
sight radius, weighs in at an optimum 39 
ounces and, Chip says, shoots two-inch 
groups consistently at 50 yards. 

Chip loads the . 38 Super with 3. 7 grains of 
Winchester 452 powder and 125 grain 
Western-Nevada lead roundnose bullet 
which leaves the muzzle at 950 fps . Chip says 
the moderate load is an aid to hearing target 
strikes. 

The strong side holster continues to be 

popular and a special Ernie Hill model 
enables Chip to carry his weapon about four 
inches higher than most. That always tough 
competitor, J. Michael Plaxco, was also seen 
this year to be wearing his Ernie Hill holster 
in the extreme high position. 

Ernie Hill leather continues to dominate 
the Steel Challenge and, in fact , most of the 
action shooting worldwide. The steel lining, 
double top and bottom tension screws and 
adjustable angle on the Fender System make 
his Model 666F holster so popular it is sim­
pler to say who is not using it than who is. 

The only exceptions in the top 16 of the 
Steel Challenge were last year's winner Jerry 
Barnhart, who took 15th, and Brian Enos, 
who placed 5th. Barnhart and Enos both used 
the new Safariland Final Option. Brian says 
he likes the innovative system the Final 
Option uses of gripping the trigger guard to 
retain the pistol, a far more sophisticated 
design than a simple tension-holster. The 
Final Option is too new to gauge its reception 
among the pro shooters based on just this one 
match . 

Every one of the 252 finishers of Steel 
Challenge 1988 had their own story of 

victory and defeat, usual.ly not to be mea­
sured on the score sheet. 

"Slick Vic" Maehren of Mesa, Arizona, 
144th place finisher, considers this, his fourth 
try, a banner year because, "I made it through 
a Steel Challenge without my knees shaking." 

Probably no one had a better time than 
Malcolm Johnson from Lakewood, Califor­
nia. He finished 250th , drawing his Ken 
Tuttle Auto Ordnance .45 auto with KC Dual 
Comp and Aimpoint sight from an Ernie Hill 
holster belted around his knees to accomrno-

}': .. 
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in the web of his right hand . He suffered a 
deep cut in his shop from a sharp piece of 
steel. During the first day's shooting, the 
pounding of his .45 auto opened the stitches. 
Ken got permission to lay off a day. Then he 
caught up all the stages on Friday. He finished 
9th. And Ken is of an age close to qualifying 
for restaurant senior citizen discounts! 

The numbing cold rain that fell midway 
through the match wasn't much fun for shoot­
ers, but between stages they could retreat to 
shelter. The range officers who had to stay 
out in it had a worse time. Fellow ROs finally 
noticed J. D. Stewart's condition was getting 

Stop-action of the cobra-quick draw of Chip 
McCormick. The initial draw comes straight up, 
lifting the gun quite high. Then the pistol is 
punched straight out toward the target as the 
arms extend to lock out. 

date his wheelchair. In high glee Johnson 
said, "Our real contribution to shooting is to 
make guys like Leatham and Barnhart look 
good by contrast." 

One intense competitor who climbed some 
15 places to 96th over his last year's finish is 
San Francisco shooter Jim O'Young. With a 
straight face Jim will tell fellow shooters he is 
descended from a traveling Chinese princess 
and an Irish railroad hand who met in Utah in 
1867 at the driving of the golden spike. Actu­
ally, he is a second generation Chinese, a 
Silicon Valley engineer and as American as 
apple pie. 

Someone should have played Baby Ele­
phant Walk when the big Texan John Dixon 
waltzed from box to box on Outer Limits, his 
leg still in the cast from the nasty break he 
suffered in England. He was there for the 
European Chan1pionships at Bisley and while 
walking down a London street with other US 
shooters was struck by a falling tree limb in 
the aftermath of a freak windstorm. John 
says he remembers nothing of the accident. 
But he still remembers how to shoot. He 
placed 44th , cast and all. 

And speaking of pain , how about Ken 
Tapp? He came to the Challenge with stitches 

serious. He was finally helped off the range in 
the beginning stages of hypothermia, about 
as stiff as one of the steel targets. 

J. D.'s only wish was to soak in a hot tub 
but when they got him to his motel in Fill­
more and started to fill the tub, the water 
heater was off and the tap ran ice cold. He 
finally got warmed up in bed and next morn­
ing in the sunshine was on duty on the range, 
cheerful as ever. 

Most of the range drained pretty well from 
Thursday's downpour, but Friday morning 
Outer Limits was a lake where the shooter's 
boxes should be. Shooters looked , and left it 
for a lost cause. A job for the Army Corps of 
Engineers! 

Ichiro Nagata, photo editor for American 
Handgunner, and his '?\sian Invasion" of Jap­
anese shooters and photographers took a 
look, grabbed shovels and went to work. 
Their hope was to dig a ditch off to the edge, 
into the canyon. About half the water was 
drained that way, but there was insufficient 
fall to get all the water trickled away. 

Then some of the Mexican-American 
range help showed up, cast their experienced 
irrigator's eye on the problem and saw the 

Continued on page 88 
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By Mark Moritz 

B ill Kaswer is quite the inventor. In addi­
tion to coming up with a workable, rea­

sonably priced magazine for the Bren Ten , he 
is also the creator and manufacturer of the 
fiercest looking ammunition you have ever 
seen , Pin Grabbers. Pin Grabbers are semi­
jacketed hollowpoints, with six sharp nasty­
looking teeth. 

Bill came up with this bullet design specifi­
cally for use in bowling pin matches, like 
Richard Davis' Second Chance tournan1ent. 
When a normal bullet hits the hard, slippery, 
rounded surface of a bowling pin, it tends to 
slide off, leaving the pin spinning on the 
table. This is just not good enough, because 
you get no score until the pins are completely 
off the table. 

When a Pin Grabber hits a bowling pin, 
even right on the edge, the teeth dig in and 
grab the pin , and throw it off the table. More 
and more shooters are going to the Pin Grab­
ber on match day (using an equivalent weight 
normal bullet for practice) , and the results so 
far are impressive. 

The first time Pin Grabbers were used at 
the Second Chance match was in 1987. Pin 
Grabbers were used to take two first places, 
and two second places. Lorraine Ferns used 
Pin Grabbers to set a new Women's world 
record, knocking off a full two seconds! Then 
she teamed up with Mike Plaxco to take first 
in Mixed Doubles, and she also took second 
in Mixed Doubles with Dave Wheeler. She 
and Susan Cooper took second in Women's 
Doubles. Not a bad day for Lorraine or for 
her ammunition! 

Kaswer uses a special die and press made 
up by Dave Corbin to form the bullet all in 
one step-with about four tons of pressure. 
You can buy loaded animo in a bunch of 
calibers: .380, 9mm, .38 Super, .38 Special, 
.357 Magnum , lOmm, .41 Mag, .44 Special 
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PIN 
GRABBERS! 
New "flying buwaws" for blowing away bowling pins! 

and Magnum, .45 ACP, .45 Colt, and .45 
Winchester Magnum. He also sells unloaded 
bullets, but you will need to buy a special 
seating die (which Kaswer invented, natu­
rally) to avoid deforming the bullet's teeth. 

I tested some of the IOmm loads out of my 
Bren Ten, and according to the PACT chron­
ograph, velocities of the 170 grain beasties 
ranged from W4 to ll33 fps, with an average 
ofl124. 

Kaswer is exploring other uses for his 
"bullet that bites." He tested a .30-06 version 
on a bowling pin and found that it grabbed 

A jury of laymen would probably take one 
look and conclude that only a bloodthirsty 
maniac would carry such an evil-looking bul­
let for anti-personnel use (as if there were 
such a thing as a "nice" bullet). 

My recommendation to Bill Kaswer is to 
find a noble-sounding name for them. Not 
"Devastators," or "Mayhem Specials," but 
something socially acceptable like "Low 
Penetration" or "Life Savers" or "Humane 
Self Defense." Glaser did this successfully 
when they called their exotic bullet the 
"Safety Slug" instead of the 'Terminator." 

Pin Grabber bullets have serrated edges for grabbing a bowling pin and 
hurtling it backwards, even with off-center hits. They're available in .38, 
.41, .44 and .45 calibers. 

and stuck, as advertised , and sent the pin 
flying 30 feet through the air. In comparison, 
a regular hardball .30-06 penetrated three 
bowling pins. Pin Grabbers may be adaptable 
to hunting ammunition, then , provided they 
are used properly. In some situations , 
especially when hunting heavy game, like 
bear or buffalo, expansion is undesirable, and 
penetration without deformation is the 
desideratum. 

Pin Grabbers would seem to be perfect for 
self-defense. They should be expected to 
expand instantly and reliably, and not exit, 
but there is one problem: they look so mean . 

You won't go to court for shooting bowling 
pins, though. If that's your sport, Pin Grab­
bers are the way to go. Current prices for 
bullets are between $20 to $30 per 100, 
depending on caliber. Loaded ammo is 
between $40 and $50 per box of 50, with the 
unusual calibers (IOmm, .357 Maximum, 
etc.) going higher. If you want to test some, 
before ordering a truckload of bullets, you 
can get boxes of20 loaded rounds, at propor­
tionate prices. 

For more information , contact Bill at Pin 
Grabbers, 13 Surrey Rd ., 
Brookfield Center, CT 06805. 
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The roaring 20's and subsequent 

UNTOUCHABLE 
QUALITY 

military years made the Thompson'" Sub-machine Gun legendary for its appearance 
and reliability. Today, we still manufacture the Thompson'" in semi-auto versions. 

~----~-~~O~ll~H~K~r __________ _ 
~ -~f)llNl~ll SEND FOR FREE CATALOG NOW 

COMBAT CORNER CUSTOM PARTS AND ACCESSORIES 
Extended Speed Safety (BISS) ... $15 .95 
Commander Hammer (SS) . . ..... $20.95 
Match Extractor ...... . .. .. $12.95 
Extended Ejector ...... . . . . . . . . .. $15.95 

Specify .38 Super/.45 
Extra Thick .45 Mag Pads . . . . . . . .. $1.50 

Black, checkered neoprene 

Shooting Star Mag call for price 

Extended Magazine Release 
Assembly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$19.95 
SS Catch add $4.00 

Extended Magazine Button 
& Screw ...... .. . ........ . ... . . $9.95 
Specify BISS 

Quickloader Magazine Well . . .. . .. $6.00 
Slide Thumb Shield ............ .. $9.95 
Dealer prices on all COMBAT CORNER 

products and GORDON DAVIS 
LEATHER. Send FFL. 

NEW ... SWENSON AMBI WffHUMBSHIELD-IMPROVED-69.95 
G. Davis # 32450 Competi tive Edge .... $79.00 Bomar BMCS Rear Sight ..... . ......... $53.00 
G. Davis #114 Realist Belt . ... . . . .... . . . . $28.00 Wilson SS Competition .45 8 rd Mag .... . $25.95 
G. Davis #45MP Double Mag Pouch ...... $23.00 Wilson SS Competition .45 7 rd Mag ..... $22.95 
Ernie Hill 666F Fender Holster .......... $84.00 Mag Pack .45 8 rd .45 Mag . . . .. . . . .... . . $23.95 
Ernie Hill 1DM Double Mag Pouch .. . .... $30.00 Mag Pack 8 rd .45 Mag Kit .... . ...... . . .. $8.25 
Ernie Hill #134 Competition Belt .... . ... . $46.00 Wilson Shok Bull Washer .. ... ......... .. $1.00 
Breskovich Advantage Grip System ... ... $45.00 Wilson Commander Hammer. .. ......... $23.95 
Swenson Ambidextrous Safety ..... . .... $48.50 Wilson Extended Combat Ejector . .... . .. $20.95 
Wilson Beavertail Grip Safety (BISS) ..... $20.95 Wilson Adjustable Trigger . .. ... ......... $16.50 
King #206 Wide Spur Grip Safety (BISS) .. $25 .00 Wilson Match Quality Extractor . . ........ $13.95 
Wilson LE-K Compensator Kit (.45) .... . $250 .00 Shaw SPEED-E-LOAD Magwell (BISS) ... $26.00 
Clark Pinmaster Compensator (.45) ..... $270.00 " I SHOOT HOSTAGES" Halpin . . .. . . .. . . . $4.25 
Clark 6 " Steel .45 Barrel .. . . . ...... . . . . $130.00 Rogers Combat Assault Holster . . . .. . ... $75.00 
Wichita Combat Rear Adjustable Sight ... $54.50 Ed Brown Beavertail Grip Safety . . . .... . $29.00 

Check, Money Order, Mastercard, 
Visa & COD Orders Accepted 

Phone Orders: Mon-Fri 4-10 EST 

Add 1°0 Per Order 
For Shipping 

NY State 
Residents 
Add 7% Sales Tax 

Jim: 
(716) 672-4218 
Mike: 
(716) 627 -3762 

Order & Payment to: Combat Corner, R.D. #1, 9518 Rt. 60, Fredonia, NY 14063 
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BAER 
CUSTOM GUNS 

DESIGNER COMP II SYSTEM 
PA TENT PEN DI NG 

KART N.M. BA RREL - TA PERE D CON E SYSTE M 
FULL LENGT H GUIDE SYSTEM - PERM ANENTLY FIXED 

WITH OUR UNIQUE SILVER BRAZING TECH NIQUE 

GUARANTEED 2 1/2 " - 10 SHOT GROUPS AT 50 YDS. 
A LL I P S.C MOD IFICATI ONS AVA ILA BLE 

SEND A 
BUCK FOR 
CATALOG 

PISTOLSMITH PROFILE JULY-AUGUST 1985 

P.P.C. AND BIANCHI REVOLVERS 
X-RIN G ACC URACY - DOUGLAS BARR ELS 
BAER CUSTOM RE VO LVER PORT SYSTEM 
FULL LE NGTH RIBS - SMOOTH DOUBLE ACTION 

CUSTOM X-P 100 's - LONG RANGE CA LI BERS 

1725 MINESI TE ROA D A LLENTOWN. PA 18103 

For our new color brochure and the location of 
your nearest Hogue dealer 

CALL TOLL FREE 

1-800-GET GRIP 
IN CALIFORNIA CALL 805 I 466-6266 I 466-4100 

Hogue features a complete line of fancy 
hardwoods, nylon and soft rubber grips 
designed for all popular revolvers and 
automatics. 

HOGUE GRIPS 

PHONE 215-398·2362 

THE PISTOL SAFE FROM B. SAFE~ 
Removable false 
floor cover 

Pistol Sale 
will house 7 
handguns with 
barrel lengths 
to 8 !12". 

NOT JUST A SAFE • •• 
BUT AN IN-FLOOR 
SAFE. 
Lock-away your valuable handguns and 
keep them out-of-sight . .. from the kids, 
from the casual guest, and from the thief. 
You can install the B. Safe® Pistol Safe 
anywhere in the house, between the 
floor joists, or in a concrete floor. Close 
enough to get 
to but practically 
impossible to 
find. 
We like to think 
of it as cheap 
insurance. 

For a free brochure and order form , write 
to: B. Safe, Inc., Dept. H, P.O. Box 
8067, Englewood, CO 80110, or call 
(303) 781-1544. 
© Copyright 1988, B. Safe, Inc. 

BOOK 
REVIEWS 
The Radom Pistol by Robert J. Berger. 108 
pages, 41 illustrations. Softbowul, forl11£lt 6 
by 9 inches. $9.95. Blacksmith Corporation, 
Box424, Southport, CT06490. 

T he cover title is as shown above, but on 
the first page inside, the heading is "The 

VIS Pistol." The handgun has been known by 
several names, one of which was P-35, after 
the year of its adoption as the standard side­
arm of the army of Poland. On page three, 
Mr. Berger clears up, once and for all, the 
correct names for the pistol, and their ori­
gins. Among collectors and shooters in 
America, the custom is to call it the Radom, 
after the arsenal where it was first made. 

Mr. Berger tells the story of the Radom 
pistol from its beginning, in the minds of 
Piotr Wilniewczyc and Jan Skrzypinski, and 
dispels the myth that there was design 
assistance from engineers of the FN factory 
in Belgium. For this background, the author 
acknowledges a debt to the late Professor 
Wilniewczyc, who had written an article for 
a Polish publication that detailed the design 
and production of the pistol. His information 
was very complete, and all of it is reproduced 
here. 

Collectors will find all variations of the 
Radom shown, with data on markings, 
finishes, grips, and proof marks. The World 
War Two Nazi production is covered in great 
detail, and holsters and other accessories are 
also shown. Even Mr. Berger's meticulous 
research could not find the elusive Radom 
shoulder stock. but everything else is given 
the full treatment. The original patent and the 
Polish Army manual for the pistol are 
included, along with several great old pho­
tographs of troops armed with the Radom. 
Also valuable are the complete production 
figures and serial number ranges. 

For the shooter, mechanical details have 
not been overlooked. In the material from the 
army manual, complete disassembly and 
reassembly instructions are included. All of 
the separate parts are shown, and there is a 
phantom view showing the relationship of the 
internal parts. Whether you are a shooter, a 
collector, or just a firearms scholar, this is the 
reference book on the Radom pistol. 

J.B. Wood 

DAN WESSON .44 
Continued f rom page 51 

pull , both in double-action and single­
action modes. This also is an area in which 
Dan Wesson has improved considerably. 
Those early .44 Magnums had very strong 
trigger pulls to say the least. This one is 
just about perfect as it comes from the box. 

After installing the scoped shroud , I 
proceeded to do some initial testing . . The 
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ASSAULI · f' ·~ SYSTEms ...--

COMSEC INTERNATIONAL INC. 
ASSAULT SYSTEMS DIVISION 
1075 Headquarters Park 
Fenton, Missouri USA 63026 

ASSAULT SYSTEMS SHOOTING JACKET 
Insulated With 3-M Thinsulate. Superbly designed and made in the U.S .• it'll 
keep you warm , dry, and ready for action. The outer shell is a special weave of 
supplex nylon that' s extremely rugged, and wind res istant. Ballistic nylon shooting 
patches beautifully accent the coat. Between the shell and the nylon taffeta lin­
ing , a layer of 3-M"' Th insulate® keeps cold ai r out, warm air in. Further protec­
tion by a stand up collar wi th bu ilt in hood, waist and bottom draw-cord, Velcro 
cuffs, and a full length 2-way zipper with storm flap. On the outside are two 
Velcro"' sealed cargo pockets covering side-entry handwarmers, a flap chest 
pocket, and a vertical-zip gun pocket to stow a small handgun . 

Any active shooter or outdoorsman will fully appreciate the features combined 
in this unique shooting jacket. SPECIAL 
MODEL #AJB-Black INTRODUCTORY PRICE 
Available Sizes: S(36-38) M(39-41) 

L(42-44) XL(45-47) $190.00 
GUARANTEE 

Assau lt Systems Shooting Jacket carries a lifetime guarantee against factory 
defects in material or workmanship. Both parts and labor are included. 

THE COMPLETE SYSTEM 
Only ASSAULT SYSTEMS offers a complete line weapons cases, 
holsters, gear bags, Luggage, and accessories in nylon . Send $2.00 for 
28-page color catalog. 

8u1IHn hood w/drawcord 

Balhs11cnylon \ Supple~ nylon 
shooong patches 

/

001ershe1trepels 
water and wind 

~~)f;ll!!,,.. ' '"'""'"''" 

Cargo pockets 
over sode·entry 
handwarmers 

pocket 

Velcro storm 
culls 

Full·lengthSIO<m 
tlapoveraheavy·Ou ty 

2·way zipper 

TOLL FREE ORDER LINE 
1-800-325-3049 

Missouri 314-343-3575 
TWX 9107601429 

Include $6.00 shipping and handling. 
(Canada, Hawaii , and foreign $10.00) 
MasterCard , VISA, American Express, 
Diners Club, Money Order, Check or 
C.O.D. Merchandise held for 

"'"'"'of °"oc" "'' "'·I~· I tified. Dealers and Law En-
forcement inquire on Dept . 
letterhead or F.F.L. u ~s •am• 

When It's Time For A Change . . 
. . . THE S&A MAG-GUIDE 

• 

U.S . Pat. # 4,570,370 
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- ONE PIECE MAGAZINE GUIDE AND 
MAINSPRING HOUSING 

- FITS COLT OR OTHER 1911-TYPE AUTOS 
- STAINLESS (17-4) OR BLUED (4140) 
- ARCHED OR FLAT 
- MFGD. TO FIT STD. MAGAZINE OPENING , 

MAY BE ENLARGED TO FIT ALREADY 
" FLARED" MAGAZINE OPENING 

- FITS RIGIDLY IN FRAME, WILL NOT SHIFT 
LIKE UNITS THAT MOUNT AROUND GRIP 
SCREW BUSHINGS 

- ADDS 1/4" TO GRIP LENGTH AND EXTRA 
WEIGHT HELPS REDUCE RECOIL 

- CHECKERED 20 LINES PER INCH 

OMFB - Officers Model Flat Blue 
OMFS - Officers Model Flat Stainless 
GMFB - Government Model Flat Blue 

GMAB - Government Model Arched Blue 
GMFS - Government Model Flat Stainless 
GMAS - Government Model Arched Stainless 

$ 6 9 9 5 POSTPAID. Certified Check, M.O. or U.P.S. COD 
(UPS $2.50 Handling & COD Chgs.) 

• Texas Res. add 8% Sales Tax ($5.60 ea.) 

IF UNAVAILABLE AT 
YOUR DEALER -

ORDER DIRECT FROM S&A 
" DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED" 

SMITH & ALEXANDER 
P.O. BOX 835790 
RICHARDSON, TX 75083 
214-231-6084 
214-343-7203 
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ONE SHOT™ 
Gun Cleaner & Dry Lubricant 

Hom ady's new One Shot ™, with Oyna­
G lide®, cleans and dry lubricates your fire­
arms in one easy application. The unique 
formula cuts through and removes im­
purities that create mechanical problems. 
One Shot reduces ·friction and provides 
more protection than other lubricants -
to 35° below zero! 

One Shot also makes an ideal cleaner and 
lube for your reloading tools - for improved 

perfo rmance, plus rust and corros ion 
protection! 

Get One Shot protection for your fire­
arms. See your Hom ady dealer today or 
write for more information. 

H~!":!=~~,,,. 
Box 1848, Grand Island, NE 68802-1848 

"STRESSFIRE" 

fi rst shots gave me results that were disap­
pointing. Groups at 50 yards looked more 
like casual off-hand patterns rather than 
groups fired by a scope sighted , quality 
handgun fi red from a sandbag rest. 

Could I have a lemon, that rare .44 that 
just would not shoot? Then it dawned on 
me: "Dummy, you forgot to check to see if 
the scope mounts are tight! " Sure enough, 
the back screws on both sides of the Burris 
base were loose and the groups were poor 
simply because recoi l was causing the 
scope to shift. Tightening of the screws 
resulted in the groups tightening accord­
ingly. Everyone knows that all screws 
should be checked for tightness, both ini­
tially and frequently thereafter; I was just 
anxious enough to get to work that I forgot. 

While I was tightening the base screws I 
also took care of another potential prob­
lem. Scopes on heavy magnum handguns 
have a tendency to ride forward as a result 
of recoil. Th is was avoided by loosening 
the ring screws and sliding the Burris 
scope forward until the turret touched the 
fro nt r ing. Now the scope is so lidl y 
mounted in the rings and cannot move for­
ward. This also gives the over-all combina­
tion a better balance as the scope is 
mounted far ther forward instead of hang­
ing back out over the hammer. 

Once the scope was tightened dow n 
properly, two tests were necessary. Would 
the Burris l 1hX-4X scope stay in zero at 
each power setting? And also, could the 

At last! The first volume of Massed Ayoob's long awaited series on " Gunfighting for Police: 
Advanced Tactics and Techniques." 
"STAESSFIAE" is the result of Ayoob's years of research about what actually happens in 
gunfights. 
Learn how stress and adrenalin affect the mind and body, ruining conventional shooting 
techniques under pressure . . . and how new techniques actually feed off that pressure to 
make you perform better under stress! 

$9.95 

"THE STREET SMART GUN BOOK" 
At last. master gunfighting tactician John Farnam gives his formula for shooting survival. One 

of the top national instructors, John covers gun and holster selections and gives intensive 

advice on use of cover, movement, mental awareness and preparation, and the TACTICS for 
winning a gun duel. 

$11.95 
Plus $2.95postage and handling 

MC/VISA ACCEPTED. ORDER TOLL FREE : 800-624-9049 

--------------POLICEBOOKSHELFP.O.Box122, Concord, N.H.03301-------------

STRESSFIRE $9.95 __ 

THE STREET SMART GUN BOOK $11 .95 __ 
Shipping and handling 

TOTAL ENCLOSED 

70 

$2.95 _ _ 

Name _ __________________________ _ 

Street _ __________________________ _ 
City _______________ ____________ _ 

State _ _____ _____ Zip _____ __________ _ 



shrouds be removed, replaced, removed, 
replaced , etc. , and still have the gun 
sighted in? 

The choice of a variable scope such as 
the Burris JlhX-4X is perfect for a .44 
magnum revolver such as the Dan Wesson 
as it can be set on the lowest power setting 
for woods use, raised to the highest power 
for open country hunting, and any spot in 
between as conditions warrant. As an extra 
bonus, if the scoped shroud could be 
removed and replaced with the iron­
sighted shroud and still have the gun retain 
zero, one more important hunting dimen­
sion would be added. 

I set up a target with four bullseyes and 
proceeded to fire one group at each bull 
with the scope set at JlhX, 2X, 3X, and4X. 
I could not tell the difference, all shots hit 
to the same point of aim. The Burris scope 
had passed the first test with a perfect 
performance. 

I then fired a group with the scoped 
shroud in place, removed the scoped 
shroud , installed the iron-sighted shroud, 
and sighted it in for 50 yards. It was then 
removed , replaced with the scoped shroud, 
and a second group was fired . Then the 
iron-sighted shroud was returned and a 
second group was fired with it in place. The 
results? In both cases, the Dan Wesson .44 
shot to point-of-aim. 

This will only work by meticulously 
removing each shroud and carefully 
replacing it with the alternate one. Each 

time a feeler gauge was used to set the 
barrel/cylinder gap, and I was particularly 
careful to exert the same amount of tension 
each time the barrel nut was tightened. I 
also checked to see that the shroud was 
always held to the farthest point to the left. 
Which way- right or left-does not make a 
difference as long as consistency is 
achieved. Left is easier as the barrel nut 
turns in the same direction. The feeler 
gauge can be eliminated if the barrel 
threads are Loc-tited to the frame. If nei­
ther is used the barrel will walk forward 
each time the barrel nut is removed, soon 
resulting in excessive barrel/cylinder gap. 

Firing the Dan Wesson .44 Magnum for 
groups at 50 yards with the Burris scope set 
at 4X gave some unexpected results. For 
the past few months I have been testing a 
number of cast bullets supplied by Bullets 
By Bridges (P.O. Box 31742, Dept. AH, 
Amarillo, TX 79120). Since I have been 
very satisfied with the quality of these 
hardcast bullets and their performance in a 
number of .44 Magnums, I put their H&G 
#503 Keith 250 grain slug to work in the 
Dan Wesson .44. Groups were fired using 
both #2400 and H4227, powders which 
have proven to be very accurate in .44 
Magnums. The results were groups that 
measured two and one-half to three inches. 

I immediately checked to see if the 
screws on the Burris base had worked 
loose; all were tight, so the problem was 
not the scope. Using the same powder 

• BASIC ANO MASTER GUN REPAIR • 
PLUS MUCH. MUCH MOREi 

LEARN EVERYTHING YOU'LL NEED TO KNOW TO 
GET YOU STARTED IN THE CAREER YOU WANT! 
LIFETIME CONSULTATION SERVICE AT NO COST. 

BE A SUCCESSFUL GUN PRO! 

OVER 40.000 STUDENTS SINCE 1946 

Send lor FREE FACTS or call 602-990-8346 

Please RUSH FREE lactson how I can become a proless1onal gunsmith 
the QUI CK easy home study way No Obllgat1on No salesman will ca ll 
CHECK FO R VA 01 GI D ACTIVE D RETIRED 

NAME __ AGE 

ADDRE SS __ _ _ 

CITY ___ STATE ZIP _ 

MOOERN GUN REPAIR SCHOOL dept MF118 
L 2~ N ..!!!!l_ S!..:1o~38..,:!H!!!!X .£.!15~ _I 

ON THE STREET. 
ON PATROL ... 
THE FINEST~ 
HOLSTERS ~ -
MADE " ~ 

BACKUP 

BY_De 'r· 
..sant1s 

I Please send $2.00 for full color catalog, 

I 
refundable with first purchase. 

Name 
Address __ 
City/State/Zip __ _ 

Mail to: Desantis Holster and Leather 
149 Denton Avenue 
New Hyde Park, NY 11040 

DEALERS WRITE ON LETTERHEAD AND ENCLOSE FFL. 
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charges , I switched to both the Lyman 
Keith #429421 and the NEI Keith 
#260.429. Results? Exactly the same. All 
Keith bullets in all loads tried continued to 
group in two and one-half to three inches. 

I assumed that I had a barrel that just 
would not shoot cast bullets. I just did not 
expect this since my .357 Magnum Dan 
Wesson with a ten-inch barrel actually pre­
fers cast bullets. Instead of giving up, I 
loaded the Lyman-Thompson #431244 over 
the same powder charges. This bullet is 
basically a Keith style bullet of 250 grains 
except it has a gas check. 

Voila! Success! This particular Dan 
Wesson .44 Magnum simply needs to be 
fed gas-checked cast bullets for best 
results. 

I should qualify that last statement by 
saying this did not prove true when I 
switched to heavyweight cast bullets. Uti­
lizing either the NEI #295 .429GC or the 
H&G #328KT (a plain base bullet also by 
Bridges) saw no difference in either 
velocities or group size when loaded over 
21.5 grains of WW296. Both bullets shot 
into one and one-half inches and clocked 
out at 1300 fps according to my PACT PC 
chronograph. This makes them excellent 
candidates for assembling cast bullet hunt­
ing loads. 

Switching to jacketed bullets also 
showed a marked preference for heavy­
weight bulJets. The best group turned in by 
the Dan Wesson .44 Magnum , of all loads 

tried whether cast bullets or jacketed bul­
lets, was that registered by the new Free­
dom Arms jacketed heavyweight bullet. 
This newest .44 is a 300 grain bullet with a 
flat point that is designed for big game. 
Like the jacketed bullets made for the Free­
dom Arms .454 Casull, their .44 Magnum 
bullet is constructed with a heavy .032 " 
jacket for deepest possible penetration . 
Five shots with the Freedom Arms 300 
grain JFP over 21.5 grains of WW296 
clocked at 1300 fps according to my PACT 
PC and, more importantly, shot into one­
inch at 50 yards. 

The new Barnes 300 grain jacketed soft 
point bullet was not far behind the Free­
dom Arms bullet in performance. Since 
this bullet seats deeper in the case when the 
cannelure is used, it was loaded with 20.5 
grains of WW296 and clocked out at 1228 
fps and shot into one and one-fourth inches 
at 50 yards. This gives .44 Magnum shoot­
ers two more heavyweight bullets that 
should be excellent choices for assembling 
hunting handloads with jacketed bullets. 

Also impressive is the performance of 
one of my favorite silhouette loads, the 
Hornady 240 grain JTC-SIL bullet over 
23.0 grains of WW296. This load shoots 
into one and one-eighth inches at 50 yards 
and is followed closely by the Speer 240 
grain FMJ over 23.0 grains of HllO which 
yields groups of one and three-eighths 
inches. This is astounding accuracy for a 
production line revolver. 

And the fact that the Dan Wesson shoots 
both 240 grain and 300 grain bullets at the 
one-inch mark at 50 yards, makes this a 
very desirable revolver. It really is two 
guns in one as it performs admirably with 
both hunting loads and silhouette loads. 

T he iron-sighted Dan Wesson eight-inch 
Heavy Barrel revolver at four pounds 

is about one pound above what this shooter 
considers maximum for waist belt or car­
tridge belt carry. Fatigue sets in quickly 
once handguns get over the three pound 
weight limit, so I much prefer to carry 
them in a top quality shoulder holster that 
evenly distributes the weight between 
shoulders and the waist belt. 

Such a rig has been discovered to carry 
the .44 Magnum Dan Wesson. Idaho 
Leather (18 S. Orchard, Dept AH , Boise, 
ID 83705) has the answer with their #41 
Deluxe Shoulder Rig. This outfit consists 
of a spring clip pouch, and is made of top 
grain leather, with wide shoulder straps to 
distribute the weight. More importantly, it 
fastens on the waist belt both with a strap 
on the back of the holster and a 24-capacity 
cartridge carrier on the off-side. The com­
plete outfit is secure, carries comfortably, 
and provides plenty of ammunition space 
for the handgun hunter. 

When the Dan Wesson is utilized with 
the scoped shroud in place, comfortable 
carry becomes a little harder to achieve. 
I've been packing the .44 in a Bianchi 

BURRIS MAKES MORE HANDGUN SCOPES 
THAN ANYONE IN THE WORLD. 

From big game hunting to nerve-racking competi­
tion, if you 're looking for a handgun scope you can 
count on, don~ waste time look at the Burris 
line of precision optics first. 

More than half of the scopes used in the 1986 
and 1987 Bianchi Cup and the 1987 
Masters competition were Burris 
handgun scopes. 

Burris optics deliver a bright, 
crisp sight picture and can 
withstand even the heaviest 
magnum recoil time and time 
again. 

4x PA 4x 
5x PA 5x Silver Safari PA 

From 1X to 10X and from 1 1/2X-4X to 2 1/2X-7X 
Burris is the only name you have to remember when 
you think of quality handgun or rifle scopes. 

Burris has no comparison. Al l Burris scopes are 
100% made in the U.SA and are backed by our 

7x 
PA 4x 2x 

lifetime warranty. 
For a complete catalog, and a 

Burris shoulder patch send $1.00 
to: 
Burris Company (~:J 
PO. Box 1747 '"'~ 
Dept.AX 
Greeley, CO 80632 

7x 

11/2x-4x 11/2x -4x 21/2x-7x PA 21/2x-7x Ix 
NEW 

7x 
Silver Safari 

NEW 

2x 3x 2x PA 2 1/2x-7x 
Silver Safari 

NEW 

3x PA 
Silver Safari NEW NEW 

Copyright 1988. Burris Company Inc. 
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HUSH rig that normally carries my scoped 
Freedom Arms ten-inch .454. This black 
nylon holster is longer than necessary but 
works satisfactorily. Actually for a scoped 
handgun, whether it be a revolver or sin­
gle-shot, I prefer to have it fitted with 
swivels and a sling so it can be packed like 
a rifle. 

The basic Dan Wesson 44HV, which the 
.44 Magnum Hunter Pac is built upon, is a 
well fitted, beautifully finished revolver. I 
can think of only two things that would 
improve the package. 

Number one, the instructions for dis­
assembly need to be more complete. Let's 
rephrase that- the instructions need to be 
more complete for people like me who 
have a hard time even when the directions 
are complete in every detail. It took me 
quite a while to realize that the small screw 
under the stocks was utilized to depress the 
mainspring allowing the Dan Wesson to be 
broken down into component parts. 

Secondly, the Hunter Pac is provided 
with a protective case with cut-out foam 
padding. The only way the case can be 
utilized is with the iron-sighted barrel 
installed and the scoped shroud fitted into 
its special cut-out in the foam. It would be 
better to have solid foam padding that 
would allow the Dan Wesson to be carried 
with either barrel in place. Strangely 
enough, my Dan Wesson .32 Magnum 
Field Pistol Pac came in a case without cut­
outs. 

Dan Wesson revolvers are the win­
ningest revolvers in long range silhouette 
competition. The introduction of The 
Hunter Pac could see them become even 
more popular for silhouetting and used in 
quantity by handgun hunters as well. For 
the silhouetter who is also a hunter, The 
Hunter Pac is an excellent choice to 
provide top service 
in both sports. 

ED BROWN MAXI-COMP 
Continued from page 61 

lighter than normal. Ed installs a 10 pound 
spring for the usual load fired in action 
matches, a 200 grain semi-wadcutter at 
around 900 fps. For heavier loads like flat­
nose 230 grainers favored by bowling pin 
shooters, Ed switches to a 13 pound spring. 

"The gun needs to be balanced to the 
load ," Ed says about choosing the proper 
weight of recoil spring. 

Most Maxi Comps are ordered in .45 
ACP, but the pistol is also available in 
9mm, .38 Super and lOmm. The .41 AE 
could be had , but so far Ed has not received 
any orders for the rebated round. Given the 
scope of Ed's talents, I suppose he'd build 
you one in .30 Mauser or 9mm Kurtz if you 
waved enough green stuff in front of his 
face. But the .45 remains the hands down 
favorite. 

A companion to the Maxi Comp is the 
Mini Comp, a compensated Commander 

The Chapman Academy of Practical Shooting offers 
the latest and best training in tactics and techniques 
for defensive, practical shooting. 

Training courses are available for handgun, shotgun 
and special weapons. Beginners. law enforcement 
personnel, military personnel and world-class 
competitive shooters have attended and benefited 
from Ray Chapman 's expertise and personalized 
instruction. 

For information about the best training available write : 

Chapman Academy 
Hallsville, MO 65255 

(314) 696-5544 

The Best 
Gets 
Even 
Better 

~··· 9
.i RO-POIN 

Tasco's original Pro-Point- recog­
nized as the best electronic dot 
reticle scope on the market. Until 
now! Introducing Pro-Point,·the 
Next Generation. Featuring .. . 
• Lithium battery power pack for 

longer life and consistent 
performance at any temperature. 
The new Pro-Point also comes with 
a Mercury Adaptor Kit for use with 
mercury batteries. 

• Battery housing designed for both 
right and left hand mounting. 

• New, improved Rheostat with 
Adjustable Click Stops for precise 
control <:I the red dot light intensity. 

N 
With our 30mm tubes, wider field of 
view, unlimited eye relief, and 
brighter dot, Pro-Point gives you the 
performance edge. For pistol, rifle, 
shotgun and bow. 
Tasco Pro-Polne. the Choice 
of Professionals. 
For our full color Sporting Goods catalog. send S 2 
to Tasco Pro-Point, P.O. Box 523735, Miami. FL 
33152-3735. Or add $3 and receive 
both Sporting Goods 
and Binocular catalogs. 
In Canada, Optex Corp .. 
52 Lesmill Rd .. Don 
Mills, Ontario, 
Canada 
M3B2T5. 

"The only name you need to know In sports optics:' 
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Safari Arms .45 Combat Pistols 
Are Back ... Only :from Olympic Arms 

The famous Sa fari Enforcer (3 .8" barrel) and MatchMaster (5" barrel) 

are noted fo r th eir accuracy and durabili ty. Available now. 
only from Oly mpic A rms. in A rmaloy. blue. alloy and stainless steel. 

The5e Acce550ries 
Available Sepa rate ly 

HAMMER. Stainless steel com· 
mander style. Desi gned with 
enough metal for correct fi tt ing 
of the sear engagement. $14.95 

EXTENDED COMBAT SLIDE 
RELEASE. Now the same tech· 
nology as applied to the Safar i 
Enforcer par ts provides for one 
hand control during reload ing, 
leaving left hand fr ee to insert a 
fresh magazine. Browning High 
Power : $19.50; Co lt : $19.95 

BEAVERTAIL GRIP SAFETY. 
Provides better control of the 
weapon by spreading recoi l over 
a larger area of the shooter's 
hand. Th is reduces apparent 
recoil and eliminates hammer 
pinch. Requires minimal frame 
contour ing for a per fect fit . 
$19.95 

AMBIDEXTROUS COMBAT 
SLIDE RELEASE SET. Now full 
control of the .45 automatic with 
the left hand. $29.50 

EXTENDED COMBAT SAFETY. 
Match-proven design assures 
positive control of safety without 
having to shif t or reposi tion grip. 
Browning High Power: $19.95; 
Colt: $19.95 

AMBIDEXTROUS COMBAT 
SAFETY SET. Ful l position con· 
trol with right or lef t hand. Get 
the most from your automatic. A 
must for co mba t sh oote rs, 
police offi cers and all left hand· 
ers. Brown ing High Power: 
$34.95; Colt: $39.95• 

'Manufactured un der pat. 
#3492748 

FIXED REAR SIGHT SET. No· 
nonsense front and rear sights 
designed for fast target acquisi· 
tion. Provides the proper light 
gap between the front and rear 
sight. Melted fu ll radius style. 
Available in blue and stainless 
steel. Rear sight fits standard 
dove tai l. $14.95 

Deale r Inquirie5 Invited 
Wri te or call fo r FREE catalog 

OLYMPIC ARMS, I NC. 
dba SGW 

624 OLD PACIFIC HWY. S.E. 
OLYMPIA, WA. 98503 

PHONE: (206) 456-3471 

TO ORDER: 
Send cashier's check or money order fo r 
immediate delivery. Personal and business 
checks must clear fi rst. Will ship C.O.D. for 
orders ove r $30.00. Minimum shipping 
charge is $4.00. Add $1 .65 on all C.0 .D. 
orders. Washing ton res idents add 7.5% 
sales tax or furn ish your state tax numbe r. 
Please call us ii you have any questions. 

model with the same overall dimensions as 
a standard Government Model. "The Mini 
Comp is my idea of what the smallest and 
lightest compensato r should be," Ed 
observed. 

The Mini Comp is primarily a custom 
pistol designed for personal protection, a 
carry gun. "The first few Mini Comps I 
sold never made it onto the streets as carry 
guns. Some people wanted a shorter, 
lighter version of the Maxi Comp for com­
petition," Ed reflected, "In 1984 the com­
pensated carry gun was a concept ahead of 
its time, but today I'm seeing a lot of people 
actually carrying the Mini Comp as a 
defensive sidearm." 

Additionally, Ed Brown offers the full 
spectrum of custom work on the 1911 
pistol, everything from the Officers to the 
Commander to the Government to the 
Gold Cup to the Delta Elite. In fact, Ed is 
doing a lot of work on lOmm's for carry 
guns. He just delivered a custom Mini 
Comp in lOmm to fo rmer IPSC World 
Champion Ray Chapman. 

"That's just about the ultimate carry 
gun. You've got ten rounds of hot Norma 
lOmm in a controllable package the size of 
a standard Government Model," Ed said of 
the gun he just completed for the owner of 
the Chapman Academy of P racti ca l 
Shooting. 

Another unusual aspect of the Maxi 
Comp is the retention of the full slide 
dimension. More and more pistolsmiths 
today are cutting a Government Model 
slide back to Commander length and then 
fitting a compensator. Ed sticks with the 
full slide in his Gold Cup and Government 
models, but employs the Commander slide 
itself, instead of bobbing off a full-size 
slide, in the Mini Comp. 

As a result , the Maxi Comp boasts a long 
sight radius of 81/z inches . I compared the 
sight radius to that of several other full-size 
custom Government Models and the Maxi 
Comp averages a full one-inch of extra 
sight radius. This aids in better accuracy 
because there is a fi ner sight picture with 
the greater distance between front and rear 
sights. 

But the bonus inch of sight radius does 
not affect the Maxi Comp's ability to fit in 
any standard holster made for longslides. 
All the popul ar holste rs from Dav is, 
Safariland , Blocker and Hill made for six­
inch "pin guns" fit the Maxi Comp. 

The Maxi Comp Gold Cup conversion 
J ested by American Handgunner weighs 
two pounds 13 ounces, or 45 ounces. This 
is fi ve ounces heavier than an "average" 
weight based on weighing three similar 
pistols, a Nastoff SuperComp, a Wilson 
Accu-Comp and a Clark Bowling Pin 
Model. 

The trigger of the Maxi Comp released 
at three pounds. It is crisp and responsive, 
an excellent trigger job. The trigger felt 
somewhat lighter than the Brownell trigger 
pull gauge indicated because of the wide 
Gold Cup trigger. Anytime you compare 
two triggers of identical pull weight ,, the 
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wider trigger will "feel" lighter because the 
force required to break it is distributed 
over a larger area of the finger tip. 

In test firing the Maxi Comp, a variety of 
handloads and our "control" ammunition , 
Federal Match hardball , functioned 
flawlessly. However, CCI Blazer ammuni­
tion , the aluminum cased non-reloadable 
fodder featuring the 200 grain CT (combat/ 
target) bullet , jammed consistently. The 
jams were all failures to feed. Identical 
magazines were used with all the ammuni­
tion tested , Wilson magazines , so the 
blame does not lie there. 

Included in the handloads were some 
rather grungy, dirty "practice" loads in 
non-tumbled cases. Not a few had large 
bulges around the case mouths where the 
grease from the cast HG 68 semi-wadcut­
ter's grease groove had oozed out. These 
are poor reloads from the " reject box" and 
definitely candidates for serious malfunc­
tion-clearing practice. 

We fired this junk intentionally to try to 
make the Maxi Comp jam - a worst-case 
testing procedure. Yet nary a bobble in the 
finely tuned Maxi Comp, which makes the 
problems with the Blazers even more 
mysterious . 

The Blazer ammo was then fired in a 
Nastoff SuperComp that is retained as a 
"standard" testing gun because it has 
proven itself thoroughly reliable with just 
about any bullet configuration, with every­
thing from powder puff Steel Challenge 
loads to full -house bowling pin loads . 
Guess what , more jams. The Nastoff 
choked on two rounds out of seven in every 
magazine, on average. The CCI aluminum 
cased ammunition was then tried in a stock 
Gold Cup. Same thing, Jam City. 

American Handgunner therefore con­
cluded that we have a bad lot of ammo and 
suspected the trouble lies in "sticky" alumi­
num cases that would not glide up the 
feedramp smoothly like clean, and even 
dirty, brass cases. We cannot hold the Maxi 
Comp to blame for these persistent 
failures-to-feed because the jams occurred 
in other guns. 

The Brown Maxi Comp performed 
100% with a wide assortment ofhandloads 
and hardball , however. 

Combat .45 pistols share a basic recipe 
but the ingredients vary from 

pistolsmith to pistol smith. For example, all 
the makers install a beavertail but some 
prefer a Safari Arms style while others opt 
for a Wilson variety and still others favor 
the new Brown hammer-recessed beaver­
tail. Same song, different tempo. 

Let's take a look at basic combat auto 
pistols using the Brown Maxi-Comp as an 
example and show the options available. 
More importantly, let's examine why each 
modification is performed and what func­
tion each of the many accessories serves. 

I mentioned the beavertail grip safety, so 
let's start there. A beavertail grip safety 
replaces the standard grip safety and the 

C. T Brian Pistolsmithing 

C.T. BRIAN - PISTOLSMITHING 
1101 INDIANA COURT 
DECATUR, IL 62521 
217·429·2290 CATALOG - $2.00 

•l.P.l.C. •P.P.C. •DUTY - HOM• D•l'ENSE 

•30mmTubes 
• Glass Tapered 

Dot Reticle 
• Pro-Class •M 

Warranty 

Built to withstand today's wildcat 
cartridges and backed by Tasco's 
exclusive Pro-Class Warranty. Pro-Class 

•N.R.A. ACTIOfll 

Scope fails for any reason in your 
lifetime. we'll repair or replace It FREE.* 

Match the scope with Tasco Pro­
pistol scopes 
arethe new 
industry 
standard for 
accuracy and 
dependability. 

..-----------. Mounts and Rings for a complete, 

We built Pro­
Class for performance ... with 30mm 
tubes • Stronger, more rigid scope 
design • Wider field cl view • Increased 
range cl eye relief• Brighter image • 
and Glass Tapered Dot Retjcles. 

And we back It ... with the best 
warranty available. If a Pro-Class 

professionally designed system. 
'EXO!pt for $ 10 postage and handllng charge. 
Send for complel"e warranty details. 

Ulsco Pro-Class~~. the Choice 
of Professionals. 
For a run color Sporting Goods Catalog ~ 

$ 2 to Tasco Pro-Class. P.O Box 523735, 
Miami, FL 33152·3735. Or~ $3 and 
recelw both Sporting Goods 
and Binocular catalogs. In 
Canada, Optex Corp.. 
52 LesmlH Rd. Don Mills, 
Ontario. Canada 
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SHAW·VIDEKI - SPEEDLOADERS 
"You Can't Miss" by John Shaw 10.00 
"Shoot to Win" by John Shaw . 12.00 
V1dek1 Extended E1ector . 14.50 
Long Match Trigger . . . 12.00 
Long Match w/3 holes (speed trigger) . 1300 
Gokj Cup Trigger w/3 holes 14.00 
Rubber Mag Base Pads . 1.50 
6 Shaw Base Pads w/sell tapping screws 9.00 
Shaw speed E load Mag Well (Blue Stainless) . 26.00 
Shaw Pro Shooters Bag . 69.95 
Rogers E·Z Mag Well . 7.00 
Rogers Combat 12 ga Shelf Hokjer . 8.00 
Ultra Vib 18 Brass Polisher 115 00 
HKS Speed Loaders (all sizes) . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.75 
Safaritcnd Comp II Speed Loaders S&W K&L . 6.75 

WILSON COMBAT 
Match Trigger . 15.00 
Ultralite Match Trigger. Long . . .... 17.95 
Commander Hammer (Narrowed) . 19.00 
Stainless Commander Hammer (Narrowed) 23.00 
Standard Col t Commander Hammer . 23.95 
Standard Colt Commander Hammer. SS . . 25.95 
7 Round 45 Auto Magazine with Pad . . .. 2 t.00 
7rd 45 Magazine with Extended Base Pad . 23.00 
8 Round 45 Auto Magazine with Pad . 25.00 
8rd 45 Magazine with Extended Base Pad .. 27 00 
!Ord 38 Super Magaz ine : . . . . . . 27.95 
!Ord 38 Super Magazine with Extended Pad . . . 28.95 
LE·K 45 Auto Compensator Kit . . . . . 245.00 
LE·K 38 Super Compensator Kit w/ Ramp Bbl ..... 265.00 
Accu·Comp LE·K 38spr w/Ramp Bbl ........ 265.00 
6 ShOI< Butts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.00 .-------------------
Extended Thumb Salety (Blue/Sta inless) . . 24.00 
Extended Slide Release (Blue/Stainless) . . . . .... 26.00 
Recoil Springs t 2 & 20 lb. lor commander . 4.00 
Recoil Springs 9. 10. 12. 15. 17, t8 V2 lb lor Govt. 4.00 
Group Gripper GovVCommander . 22.00/27.00 
Barrel Bushings (Blue/Stainless) . . . 13.00 
Extended E1ector 45 or 38 Super . . . 19.00 
Recoil Gulde Rod Kit W/Springs & Shok Butts . 33.00 
Beaverta1I Grip Salety (Blue/Stainless) . . 19.00 
The Combat 45 Auto Book by Bill Wilson . . 12.00 
Checkered Front Strap (Blue/Stainless) . t 5.00 
Barrel Link Kit Includes 5 Links . . 2 t .00 
Slide Thumb Guard . . 14.00 
1 Piece Guide Rod Govt or Comm . . . 24.00 
2 Piece Guide Rod 5" or 6" . . 34.00 
Extended Magazine Release . . . . . ... 21.00 
Checkered Mainspring Housing Flat/Arched . 3 5.00 
Mag Well (Blue/Stainless) 30.00 
3·0ot Sights . 34.00 
Deluxe High V1sablllty Combat Sights 35.00 
High Visab1lity Combat Sights . . .. 27.00 

~I~~~ ~~~~n3.;;;r§~~le . tgg~ 
Ambidextrous Safety. Blue or SS . 48.50 
Full Length GuK:le Rod with 

Group Gripper, Govt. or Comm .... 
S&W L Frame Underlug 6" Blue or SS 
PPC Bull Bbl Underlug . . . . . . . . 
Ex tractor 45acp 70 or 80 Series 
Extractor 38spr 70 or 80 Series 
Bo-Mar Rear Sight . . . . . . . . . 
Slide Release Blue/Stainless . 

36.95 
. 45.00 

. . 32.00 
. 14.95 

.. 14.95 
. 52.00 

19.9S 

METALFORM MAGAZINES 
High Quality Match Grade Magazines by Metalforn1 
Blue Steel w/Flat Follower: 
9mm . .. .. 11 .00 38 Super . 
Stainless Steel w/ Flat Follower 
9mm . . 15. 50 38 Super . 
45acp Rounded Follower Blue 

Stainless . 
Shaw Mag Pad installed w/screws 

. .. 10.50 

17.00 
10.00 

. 16.00 
3.00 

Remington + P 
38 SUPER BRASS 

Nickle Plated. Unprimed 
Un-Plated. Unprimed 

1,000 
.95.00 
.90.00 

ROGERS SAFARILAND - -Brown Bnket 
Combat Assault 5" or 6" Auto .. 68.00 7 4.00 
Steel Challenge 4" rev or 5" auto . . 62.00 68.00 
Steel Challenge 6" rev or comp auto . 67.00 73.00 
Cup Challenge PPC for S&W K.L&N . 68.00 73.00 
Competition Belt add $ 10.95 lor Buckle .... 37.00 37.00 
Double Mag Pouch . . 2 1.00 25.00 
Triple Mag Pouc . 3 1.00 36.00 
Idaho Reloader (angle ad1ustable) 16.00 16.00 
Triple Speed Loader Pouch . t 5.50 15.50 
Single Speed Loader Pouch (metal) . 4. 75 
Single Magazine Holder (metal) 4.75 
Final Option. . ........ 85.50 

BLACK BASKET 
Now in Stock - Call tor Prices' 

ERNIE HILL SPEED LEATHER 
Colt Govt. & Comp models. Ho!sters are made 1n w· 
inc rements for perfect gun flt. 5". 5V2", 6'', 6Vi''. ?". 
All items 1n stock. Plain Black available by Special order. Call 
for etp when ordenng 1f needed We're always glad to 
help. 

666F Leatham/Enos Series 

Plilln Brown 
Brown Basket 

New 2·p1ece Fender Model . . . . . . . . . . . . 84.00 94.00 
666F Now available for S&W 645 & 745 . .84.00 94.00 
Stock Revolver 4" & 6" for S&W 

K·L· N Frame .85.00 95.00 
PPC 6" S&W K·L·N Frame 
Open Front for Ribs & Scopes . . . . . . . . . . 85.00 95.00 
Double Mag Pouch-Available Straight Up. 

Angle Back or Angle Forward ........ 28.00 34.00 
Fender Single Mag Pouch .. . . . . .. 24.00 30.00 
Fender Double Mag Pouch . . 38.00 42.00 
Fender Triple Mag Pouch . . . . . . ... 42.00 48.00 
Competition Belt (spring steel lined) .. 42.00 52.00 

OFFICIAL IPSC TARGETS 
th• only authorized target 

09 tor th• next n... Y9W1I 
.... a\c'fl' •e'" 
'" s' 100 - 42¢ each 

~3,9e\ I'll' 500 - 38¢ each 
1.000 - 36¢ each 

1.000 per Box . 3.00 

----EASY TO ORDER----
Matl 1n your order along with certified. allow 3 weeks for Personal checks to clear. Describe your order as c learly as possible and 
include your phone number. OR 

Call 1n your order anytime. We accept VISA, MasterCard and UPS COD (Sorry. no COD's on Bullets). Feel free to calf 1f you have 
questions atx:>ut any items listed or for help with ordering. · 

WE PAY THE FREIGHT TO YOU -
Ill Dealers send FFL for Dealer Price List. ~ 

main difference is that a beavertail is larger 
than the factory-standard . The tang of the 
grip safety, the rear protrusion , is much 
fatter, wider and longer for two reasons. 

First, the larger "tail" of the beavertail 
protects a much greater area of your hand , 
specifically the web between your thumb 
and first finger, by covering the sensitive 
skin and keeping it from being pinched by 
the hammer during recoil. As the slide 
slams rearward from recoil, it automat­
ically cocks the hammer for the next shot 
and it's this pesky hammer that can pinch 
the web of your hand without a beavertail 
in place. 

Secondly, a beavertail di stributes the 
recoil force over a larger area of your hand 
because, simply, it's bigger. This tends to 
make the gun "feel" softer on recoi l 
although it's obvious that the gun still kicks 
the same amount. 

A beavertail doesn't resemble a beaver's 
tail at all. Every beaver I've seen has a flat 
tail yet the "beavertail" is curved. Jeff 
Cooper says "ducktail" is a more accurate 
description because the piece curves 
upwards at the tang like a duck's tail feath­
ers . Beavertail, ducktail , platypustail­
whatever, it 's a practical and popular 
accessory. 

Ed Brown install s his own Brown 
Beavertail on his Maxi Comp and other 
custom pistols. Ed's new beavertail is the 
latest on the market and it differs in one 
major respect from others in that the upper 
surface of the tang is recessed to accommo­
date a cocked hammer. The purpose of this 
recess is to allow the beavertail unit to ride 
higher on the pistol. Other units would 
bottom-out against a cocked hammer, but 
the Brown beavertail solves this problem 
with the clever recess. 

The reason why you would want the 
beavertail to be fitted higher on the pistol is 
to reduce muzzle rise and felt recoil 
through greater control. The higher your 
hand can be to the bore line, the greater 
leverage your hand exerts in controlling 
muzzle flip, and thus recoil. Ideally, the 
bones of your forearm would be exactly in 
line with the barrel , and you can come 
closer to this situation with a hammer­
recessed Brown beavertail. 

Another universal combat modification 
is the addition of a set of high-profile, 
rugged sights. The little black pimples that 
serve as sights on a GI .45 are hard to see 
and slow to pick up. Custom pistolsmiths 
install three brands of adjustable sights: Bo 
Mar, Wichita and Millett. There might be 
one or two other brands, but these three 
constitute the lion's share. Of those three, 
the excellent Bo Mar unit is by far and 
away the most popular because the Bo Mar 
sight features positive, audible clicks as 
you adjust the rear sight and it is also an 
extremely strong, durable sight. Bo Mar 
doesn't call it the "combat" sight for 
nothing! 

I would guess that 85 % of the custom 
.45s made in America have Bo Mars 
installed ; 10 % have Wichitas and 5 % have 
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Milletts. Ed Brown favors the Wichita 
sight in part because Ed does a lot of 
customizing of Colt Gold Cups which have 
a larger dovetail cut in the slide than the 
Government Model for the adjustable 
Elliason sight that comes as stock equip­
ment. The base of the Bo Mar sight is not 
large enough to fill the hole for a Colt-stock 
Elliason sight , so the larger base of the 
Wichita is often chosen for Gold Cups. 

Incidentally, the reason why the Elliason 
sight is replaced is because the front pin 
that holds the hinged , adjustable portion to 
the sight's base has a definite tendency of 
flying away. My own Gold Cup shed its 
Elliason pin after 500 or so combat loads 
but I've seen other Elliason sights sail off 
the slide in as little as two magazine's of 
hardball. It's a flimsy sight and should be 
replaced . Either that or peen that pesky pin 
permanently in place. 

Some pistolsmiths install fixed sights 
instead of an adjustable unit. The two 
favorites are the Swensight and the Heinie 
sights, both similar in that their sight blades 
overhang the back of the slide. Both are 
serrated on their blades to reduce glare 
from bright sun. Both are high-visibility, 
fast-to-pick-up sights. 

The thumb safety is also subject to 
replacement with an improved "speed" 
safety. The standard , favored by the vast 
majority of shooters and pistolsmiths, is 
the famous Swenson Ambidextrous Safety. 
Ed Brown fit the Swenson safety to the test 
pistol and he favors this version of the 
extended, speed safety. 

The reason for replacing the stock safety 
is because the little lever that comes out-of­
the-box is too small for positive, reliable 
operation. I once saw a typographical error 
in a consumer survey refering to the Colt 
thumb safety as the "thump safety." I 
chuckled because this is often the case with 
the sometimes stiff, always hard to reach 
safety that comes on a GI pistol. The Swen­
son safety, and similar ones like the Clark, 
Wilson and Safari Arms versions, is both 
wider and longer than a Colt-stock safety, 
so the replacement safety is both faster and 
easier to hit. 

Also some shooters need the ambidex­
trous feature. Southpaws and competition 
shooters, occasionally, must shoot left­
handed, and many who carry the big .45 
auto for personal defense like to have the 
starboard side lever available in case their 
strong arm is incapacitated for any reason . 
The speed safety is a good accessory to add 
to a combat pistol. 

The magazine release button is usually 
replaced , either with an extended one or an 
enlarged one, or both . The reason is pri­
marily for competition shooting where a 
high priority is placed on speed, especially 
speed of reloading. The small button that 
comes stock on the Government may be 
fine for those with large hands and long 
thumbs, but many shooters have trouble 
reaching the stubby Colt button and feel 
more confident with a larger, extended mag 
catch. Ed Brown installs a Heinie extended 

The AccuLine Pistol Pro Kit combines 
all the tools you need to load pistol 
ammo fast and efficiently at a low money 
saving price. Features the AccuLine 
Press with the new stronger Delta Frame 
and compound leverage. 

Ideal for the beginner. Kit includes all 
the high performance items from the 
AccuLine plus our instructional video 
"The Introduction to Metallic Reloading 
and Bullet Casting". Loaded with easy to 
use tools: 

• AccuPress • Univ . Decap Die 
• AccuScale • Nine Trimmer Pilots 
• AccuTrimmer • Three Powder 
• AccuMeasure Rotors 
• Case Lube Kit • Loading Block 
• Powder Funnel • Primer Tray 
• Deburring Tool • "How-to Reload" 
• Ram Prime Die Video 
• Instructional User's Guide with Mfgr 's 

load data 

The Pistol Pro Kit is designed to fit all 
your reloading needs. Purchase it as an 
individual package and use it with your 
existing die sets. If you are just starting, 
select your choice of a Die Set and re­
load today . 
For volume reloaders; ideal for single 
purpose, single station use, such as de­
capping and priming. Easier for working 
up loads than a progressive press . Great 
value - less than most progressive 
presses . 
Less than $200 everywhere . See your 
dealer now. 
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TAKE IT AND LOAD 
The new AccuPress Porta Pak is ideal as 
an extra press for the long-time reloader. 

Packaged in a durable hardshell case , the 
Porta Pak goes everywhere you go. Gives 
added versatility to the AccuPress with 
single station capability for priming and 
decapping. 

Can be bench mounted, table mounted 
with a C clamp or used hand held. Get 
moving today with the Lyman AccuPress 
Porta Pak . Less than $50 everywhere. 

QUESTIONS? Call toll-free 
1-800-22-LYMAN 
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Set your sights on . .. 
· ... the ''TIGER'' 

H738-SH 
The "TIGER" is suede 
lined and has a metal 
reinforced belt loop to 
contour with the hip. 
Other features, such 
as the retention screw, 
open bottom, covered 
trigger guard, & metal 
formed sight tunnel 
makes this a very 
functional holster. 

For your copy of our catalog, send $5.00 (refundable on 
$25.00 retail order) to: DON HUME LEATHERGOODS, 
P.O. Box 351, Dept. AH, Miami, OK 74355. 

SUPPLIED WITH 
ONE MA GAZ/NE 

STAR 
BM 

Now, one of the best bargains 
on the market today! It 's the Star 

Model BM - still one of the smallest, 
full-powered 9mm Parabellum pistols 
around - and it's been on the market 

for years! Sleek, all-steel design - modern 
execution of the proven Browning System 
with robust performance that rivals any 
competitor. All-blued steel with a fit, feel 

and final finish designed for years of 
service. Weighs only 36-ozs. - 7" long. 

INTERARMS 
NUMBER TEN PRINCE STREET, ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314 

Write For FREE 32-Page Full-Color Catalog of the Complete lnterarms Line 

mag release button. Wilson, Clark and 
Cylinder and Slide Shop all offer similar 
units. My favorite is the humongous button 
from Cylinder and Slide Shop, by far the 
largest mag release button of those named. 

Naturally the trigger gets a good deal of 
attention, but this black art of pistolsmith­
ing usually remains hidden in the frame, 
the careful polishing of sear and hammer 
hooks stay invisible except on the bill. 
Beyond the trigger job itself, most 
pistolsmiths install a longer trigger, an 
extended "match" trigger. This unit, often 
the popular Wilson Combat match trigger, 
is longer than the stock trigger and lighter 
as well. Made of aluminum instead of steel, 
the match trigger is usually reduced in 
weight further by drilling holes in it. This 
is also an attractive, distinctive touch. 

The reason for replacing the stock trig­
ger with a longer, match trigger is because 
the standard trigger is too short for the 
proper placement of your finger on the 
trigger. Only the tip of your index finger 
should touch the trigger because this is the 
most sensitive portion of your finger which 
gives far better control and "feel" for 
squeezing off a shot. With the squatty stock 
trigger, often your finger contacts the trig­
ger at the first joint, which is a bad place to 
engage the trigger on a single-action pistol. 
(Interestingly, the first joint is the best 
place to engage a double action trigger.) 

An enlarged magazine well, in days 
gone by, was achieved with a file. "Bevel 
the well" was the normal procedure which 
does not open the hole up to any significant 
degree. You're gaining perhaps a quarter 
inch, an eighth on each side. But today's 
combat pistols sport magazine "funnels" 
which turn that rectangular opening into 
something between the Grand Canyon and 
a gravel pit. The humongous hole that 
results from installing a funnel greatly 
enlarges the target for fresh magazines and 
drastically chops reloading time. 

Rob Leatham says one of the three most 
vital improvements to a combat pistol is the 
mag funnel (the other two are sights and 
trigger) . 

The Brown Maxi Well is welded onto the 
bottom of the frame and the mainspring 
housing is radically beveled to blend into 
the gaping chasm that was a standard mag 
well. Ed's funnel is tastefully contoured 
and gracefully blended into the frame. It 
does not extend any further below the 
frame and the Hogue wood grips that Ed 
favors must be cut short to fit the mag 
funnel. 

Other pistolsmiths might install a Smith 
and Alexander mag funnel , my personal 
favorite simply because this version does 
extend below the frame for an extra few 
ounces of recoil-absorbing weight and 
more grip surface for large hands. Some go 
with the La Rocca Mag Funnel , to my 
knowledge the first such accessory sold. I 
saw my first La Rocca funnel four years 
ago in a gun shop in Lubbock, Texas. Now 
Mike La Rocca has a full blown symphony 
jumping on his band wagon with many 
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pi s to ls mith s offe rin g th e e nl arged, 
extended funnel of one sort or another. 
Let's give credit where credit is due - La 
Rocca started this craze. 

Pick any one, but do pick one. The mag 
funnel is now a universal combat accessory 
and a good one too. I even have one of the 
S&A units on my Officers Model carry 
gun . 

The Maxi Comp incorporates all the 
latest technology of a state of the art com­
bat pistol. Ed Brown is one of the few 
talents who can rightfully proclaim himself 
as a master of the trade of pistolsmithing. 
His Maxi Comp is accurate, reliable and 
exquisitely handcrafted . You can reach Ed 
for a catalog of his services at Brown's Gun 
Shop, Dept. AH , Rt. l , Box 153, Perry, 
MO 63462. 

And in case you're wondering why any­
one would buy a matched pair of con­
secutively se rial numbered Maxi Comps, 
here's Ed to explain in his own words. 

The matched pair of Maxi Comps are 
interesting for many reasons. A wise 

old shooter once told me that you should 
have one of eve rything; that way you know 
what you want to buy two of! 

Man's quest for what he believes to be 
the very best wiU never end . Neither will 
his desire fo r competition or the simple 
pride of ownership. The satisfaction that 
comes from owning a piece of hand crafts­
manship from one of the finest talents in the 
world is hard to describe. 

What could be better than one of the 
best? Why two of the best, of course! And 
consecutive numbers at that. 

We are dawning on a new era of collect­
ing. Not just discontinued or commemora­
tive arms, but the collecting of hand crafts­
manship. In this new high tech age of 
computer driven everything, there seems 
to be something missing in most products. 
It is the careful , precise handwork that only 
a few people can still perform . 

If it wasn't fo r paying the bill s, most 
craftsmen would rather keep their work 
than sell it. Today our fi nest custom 
gunsmiths daily produce firearms of such a 
quality as to make them very collectable 
items. 

Shooters and collectors, not only in the 
US but all over the world , prize the crea­
tions of the American gunsmith . 

And best of all , you do not have to be 
rich to have the best. Even if you only want 
the forestrap checkered on your favorite 
.45 , you can enjoy the precise angle of 
every diamond and the straightness of the 
rows. A custom gunsmith will work on 
your gun all afternoon for the price of two 
ho urs of a n a uto mecha ni c 's ti me . 
A nd I ass u re yo u , th e res ult s of 
the gunsmith's labor will be 
enjoyed far longer. 

"TURBO CHARGED SUMMER SPECIALS" 
Buy Now & Clean Up With Lyman 

Three New Tumblers 
from 

# 1 in Vibratory 
Case Cleaning Lyman® 

SPECIAL PRI CE 
New " PoirTop" Polisher 
Al Y7631371 Clear plastic top. Cleans up to 175 38 Special case at a time . . $ 69.95 
New "Ori-Polisher" 
ALY7631377 Cleans up to 350 cases at a time. $ 79.95 
New "Mag-Tumbler" 
AL Y7631372 New large capacity cleans up to 2000 cases. . .................... $124. 95 

All models include FREE Media and Reactivator 

Call Toll-Free TODAY! 1-800-251-3904 
(IN TENNESSEE) 615-899-5742 

S.S.C.I. 
P.O . Box 310 
Hixson, TN 37343 

We ship UPS, Cash, C.O.D. or prepaid 
Cashier's or Certified check. Freight and In­
surance additional. Quantities are limited. 

Q: How do gun manufacturers stop rust, corrosion & mildew? 
' . 

A ·. Gun manufacturers know that problems of rust, corrosion , mildew, mold 
are most often caused within enc losed storage areas by "trapped" humidity which 
turns into condensation every evening when the temperature drops below dew 
point. Once the damage is done, it's irreparable! Manufacturers regu larly inc lude 
small packets of sil ica gel in shipments of guns, electronics, cameras, etc. 
Si lica Gel drinks up moisture from the air to create a protective shield of dry air 
wi th in any enclosed area and is the desiccant of choice because of its two major 
advantages: 1) Unl ike other chemical dehum id ifiers, si li ca gel completely adsorbs 
the mo isture and remains dry to the touch even when saturated (there are no 
co llection tubs of water to contend with); 2) When saturated, si lica gel can be 
easi ly reactivated in any oven for a lifetime of protection. Experts agree that 
high-q ual ity silica gel provides the very best protection obtainable fo r valuables 
stored within enclosed areas such as: gun/ camera cases, disp lay cabinets, stor­
age chests, safes, si lver drawers, etc. 

'It 's like a miniature dehumidifier running night and day." 
All Hydrosorbent si lica gel dehum idifying units contain the highest-quality gov'! 
spec silica gel; they need no electric ity; and once saturated , can be easily reacti­
vated in your oven (a bu ilt-in indicato r turns from blue to pi nk signaling when to 
reactivate). All units are sold with a money-back guarantee. Order now. 
40 Gram Unit: Compact 4" x 2" x 'h" alum inum canister ideal for gun and camera 
case, tool box, silver drawers, etc. Protects 3 cu. ft. $5.50ea. (2 or more: $5.00ea.) 
360 Gram Unit: 5" x 4" x 2" foil carton ideal fo r your safe, gun chests, display 
cabinets, etc. Protects 27 cu . ft. $9.50 ea. 
2000 Gram Unit: 15" x 4" diameter steel canister provides ideal lifetime protection 
for larger enc losed areas: large cabi nets , gun lockers, vaults, safes, etc. Protects 
144 cu. ft. $42.50 ea. 

Available only from Hydrosorbent. Delivered free. Money-back guarantee . 

40 gram unit 

360 gram unit 

2000 gram unit 

-.. 
To: HYDROSORBENT CO., Box 675, Rye, NY 10580 

Please send postpaid. 

_ 40 gram unit(s) 

_ 360 gram unit (s) 

_ 2000 gram unit(s) 

(NY & MA res. add sales tax ). 

$5.50 ea. (2 or more: $5.00 ea. ) 

$9.50 ea. 

$42.50 ea. 

TOTAL encl.$ ___ _ 

NAME 

ADDRESS FORUPS~-------------------------
CITY ______________ _____ STATE ____ ZIP----

z 

·---------------------------------------------
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ffi ~ ~? /Jnc. 
A reputation founded on quality shotguns has provided the foundation for 

expansion of American Arms, Inc. into the handgun and ammunition 
markets. American Arms. Inc. now places their name on an 

American Made PK22 handgun as well as other quality firearms. 

Contact your local dealer for these fine American Arms, Inc. products. 

For more information send $3 to: American Arms Inc. 
715 E. Armour Rd. Dept.AH t1 N. Kanm Cily, MO 64116 

% 

"THE Tiil" 
by R.D.P. 

"THE LAST MACHINE YOU'LL EVER HAVE TO BUY" 

Highest Production rate of any hand 
operated machine. 

Comes r ead y to load in calibre of 
your choice. 

P a tented bulle t fe ed sys tem automatically 
feed s and seats bullets. 

Loads a ll popular rifle and pi stol calibres. 

All options easily installed at an y time. 

Consistent matc h qu a lit y rifl e and pistol 
ammunition. 

$ 1265.00 Pistol $ 1315.00 Rifle 
For more information call or write: 

(216) 385-5129 

" THE TOOL" is designed for the professional reloader and the serious 
shooter who demand the highest quality ammunition, round after round. 

RDI D TOOL COMPANY, INC. 
T SEMI-AUTOMATIC RELOADING PRESSES 

49162 McCoy Ave. East Liverpool, Ohio 43920 
~ ................................................ [!] 

TAFFIN TESTS 
Continued from page 48 

185 grain jacketed hollow points at around 
noo fps. 

Lately I have been handling my .45 ACP 
hand.loading chores with a set of Hornady's 
Titanium Nitride dies. TN dies are less 
expensive than carbide dies and they really 
put a nice burnish on resized brass. Hornady 
dies are different than standard pistol dies in a 
couple of other ways also. The expanding 
button is not adjustable but is machined as 
part of the expanding die body. The only 
adjustment is the moving up and down of the 
die itself. 

Loading the .45 ACP requires a tight fric­
tion fit as bullets are not crimped, and the 
Hornady expanding die allows a tight fit and 
also enough belling of the case mouth to 
avoid shaving lead as cast bullets are seated. 
Hornady's bullet seating die is also unique in 
that it performs much like a bench rest die. 
That is, the bullet rides in a collar as it is 
seated thus avoiding bullet tipping, crooked 
seating, or ruined brass. 

Whether the choice be jacketed or cast, 
there are many excellent bullets available for 
the .45 ACP. I have three favorite cast bullets 
for the .45 ACP, all of them being in the 200 
grain weight range, and all of them are of the 
serni-wadcutter variety. The particular three 
are Lyman's #452460, RCBS's #45-201 KT, 
and Hensley & Gibbs' #68. The H&S and the 
RCBS designs are virtually identical, both 
being fairly long in the nose and short in the 
body with one grease groove, while Lyman's 
design has a shorter nose and a longer body 
with two grease grooves. 

I do not have the H&G mould, so I get 
#68s from Bullets By Bridges (Box 31742, 
Dept. AH, Amarillo, TX 79120) . Owner 
Wesley Kornele supplies topnotch bullets in 
all calibers and bullet weights, with the H&B 
#68 being no exception. 

Without question, my favorite load for all 
three of these bullets is 7 .5 grains of Unique. 
This is a 1000 + fps load and should be 
worked up with care starting at around 6.0 
grains and backing off at the first sign of 
excessive pressure. I do not see any future in 
trying to push this weight bullet at much over 
1000 fps. For a slightly lighter load with these 
bullets, but one that still packs a lot of author­
ity, I drop to 5.0 grains of Bullseye or 6.0 
grains of WW231, either of which will give 
around 950 fps. 

For plinking and fun loads, I prefer some­
thing a little more sedate, and lately I have 
been using the swaged 185 grain or 200 grain 
serni-wadcutters offered by Zero Bullet Co. 
(P.O. Box ll88, Dept. AH, Cullman, AL 
35056) . I save my cast bullets for more 
serious shooting and depend upon swaged 
bullets for the lighter loads. For either bullet, 
6. 0 grains of Unique or 4 . 0 grains of Bullseye 
give loads in the 700-800 fps range. 

And for a hardball duplicate, Zero's 230 
grain roundnose over 4 .5 grains of Bullseye 
gets the nod. 

80 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER ·NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 1988 



Most .45 ACP pistols I have tried will feed 
just about anything-every .45 except my old 
lightweight Commander. It obviously is in 
serious need of special throating as the only 
bullet that will feed reliably every time is 
hardball or a handloaded equivalent . 

I'm just getting into the Action Shooting 
game and have been using one of Bill 
Wilson's Accu-Comp guns. A precise piece 
of machinery like this could almost make me 
forget revolvers. Almost. 

Bill's favorite loads are very close to mine. 
Using the H&G #68 bullet, Bill goes to 5.1 
grains of Bullseye for IPSC shooting and 4. 2 
for steel shooting. Using the Wilson Accu­
Comp, these loads clock at 948 fps and 842 
fps respectively over my PACT PC. One of 
these loads, or somewhere in between, will 
be my load as I prepare to use the Wilson 
Accu-Comp in The Masters tournament 
this year. 

Jacketed hollowpoint bullets for the .45 
ACP have been vastly improved over the past 
few years. Both Hornady and Sierra 185 
grain bullets have wide, deep hollowpoints to 
aid expansion. Velocities of 1000 + fps will 
also help to guarantee expansion. 

Two bullets that are normally not thought 
of as .45 ACP bullets, but in my experience 
work very well in all .45's I have tried them 
in , are Elmer Keith's old revolver bullets : 
Lyman's #452423 at 230 grains and Lyman's 
#454424 at 250 grains. Both of these feed 
through most actions when they are seated 
with about .03" of the front shoulder exposed 
and the 250 grain is particularly business­
looking in the .45 ACP. Using 6 .5 grains of 
Unique with the 250 grain Keith gives a load 
that is slightly faster than hard ball and defi­
nitely hits with more authority. 

Some of the best .45 ACP's are not semi­
automatics at all, but revolvers. In 1917, both 
Colt and Smith & Wesson altered their New 
Service and Hand Ejector revolvers to cham­
ber the .45 ACP for service use. Since that 
time, there has always been a small demand 
for revolvers that are bored for the service 
cartridge. While semi-automatics require 
that loaded rounds be left with only a taper 
crimp for proper headspacing, revolvers 
such as Smith & Wesson's Model 1955 can be 
used with full or half moon clips, thus avoid­
ing headspacing on the front of the case. This 
allows a generous crimp, and more powder 
space with both the Lyman/Keith 230 and 
250 grain semi-wadcutters. Either 15 .0 
grains of #2400 or 8.0 grains of Unique will 
give loads of 900 + fps with both bullets. 

For the first time in its long history, the .45 
ACP is facing a real challenge as King of the 
Semi-Automatics. The Army has adopted the 
9mm as its official chambering to fall into line 
with other NATO countries, and police 
departments as well as civilians are going to 
the greater "firepower" of the double column 
9mm's. The upstart lOmm and .41 Action 
Express give promise of being legitimate big 
bore challengers, and Action shooters are 
starting to discover the .38 Super. 

However, while the Army has gone 9mm, 
it is quite interesting to note, as Massad 
Ayoob has recently reported , that the FBI is 

THE44 
Now available in Fixed 6 and Fixed 8 power. 

Here's the perfect 3-IOX twilight rifle 
scope. It gathers 21% more light than 
other scopes because of its large 44 
MM lens. This translates into better 
vision for you at the darkest times of 
dusk or dawn. And because it is con­
structed in one piece, it is 400% 
stronger and insures flawless lens 
alignment. Plus the internal parts are 

solid brass. The 44 Mag. is water­
proof. shockproof. and has 1/ 4 min. 
dick adjustments and a non-reflective 
satin finish. It's loaded with features. 
One of the most popular, the Simmons 
philosophy: To build the very best, and 
keep it at an affordable price. 

8SI1'MONS® 
Send $1.00 for catalog to Simmons Outdoor Corporation, 14205 S.W. II 9th Ave .. Miami. Florida 33186. 

NU-LINE GUNS, INC. 
Dept. AH 

1053 CAULKS HILL ROAD 
HARVESTER, MISSOURI 63303 

(314) 447-4501/441-4500 

Basic to 
Full House 

Conversions 
Caliber Conversions, Action Tuning, 

Smythons Built, Sq Butt to Rd Butt 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING SHOOTERS and THANK YOU for 
your continued input and use of Nu-Line built guns: 

Rob Leatham - Masters lntn'I -1st Pro Shotgun 

Mike Plaxco 

Brian Enos 

Glenda Robison 
Ted Deacon 

-Soldier of Fortune - 1st Shotgun 
- 1st Overall 

- Steel Challenge - 1st Shotgun 
- Second Chance - 1st B.C.B.C. 
- Soldier of Fortune - 2nd Overall 

- 6th Shotgun 
- Masters lntn'I - 1st Woman Shotgun 
- Bianchi lntn'I - High Auto 
- MO Action Cham. - 85-86-87 Champ 

ASK Mike Dalton - Mickey Fowler - Gary Robison - Jerry Barnhart 

WHO'S GOING TO BUILD YOUR NEXT GUN? 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER •NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 1988 81 



82 

\XIE TAKE PRIDE . . . 
IN OUR 1SPECIAL' WORK: 

• Revolver action jobs 
• I PSC auto conversions 
• Metal checkering 
• Sight installation 
• One piece compensator 

barrels. 
• Fine welding 

If you demand professional 
workmanship , send $4 for our 16-page 

color brochure and price list . Refundable. 

Jim Stroh 
Member American Pistolsmiths Guild 

ALPHA PRECISION, INC. Dept. 0 3 
Route 1. Box 35·1. Good Hope. Georgia 30641 (404) 267-6163. 

NowfromlMR 
the most grades in 

the most sizes. 

SMOKELESS POWDER 
Plattsburgh, NY 12901 
Formerly supplied by Du Pont 

looking closely at a chopped Smith & Wesson 
.45 as its official sidearm. Do they know 
something that the Army does not? 

In addition to the challenges issued by the 
standard semi-automatic chamberings, the 
.45 must also face the modern Magnum 
chamberings now available in self-loaders 
such as the .45 WinMag, the .44 Magnum, 
and a soon to be announced .50 Magnum. If 
any cartridge is up to the challenge, ...... 
it is the old work-horse .45 ACP ~ 

CHRISTMAS 
Continued from page 36 

Well, I proceeded with the conversation 
wanting to find out what he's shooting. Also 
to try and get a feel for his ability. 

"What do you shoot?" I ask. With obvious 
pride he produced a Colt Gold Cup in .45 
ACP Oh brother! I was certainly aware of the 
fine reputation that the Gold Cup has among 
bullseye shooters! 

Just to make small talk: "I had heard 
they're real accurate. How's this one shoot?" 

"Great!" he says. Figures. 
·~ ... how long you been shootin' it?" 
''.About three months." 
Whew! My heart sailed. Three months 

isn't near enough time to master a tool like 
that. Well, at least that's what I told myself. 

Soon shooter Number Two arrives. That 
makes three ofus! I extend the same greeting 
to find this gentleman is a "circle cycler" fan 
like myself. As a matter of fact he shot a 
Model 19 also. Time to grill this guy a bit. 

"How do you like your Model 19?" 
"Just fine ." 
"How long a barrel?" I inquire. (A very 

pertinent question) 
''.A four inch." 
Obviously noting my quizzical nature, he 

produced his revolver from its holster, 
opened the cylinder and handed it to me for 
further inspection and admiration. It looked 
brand new. It had a red ramp and white 
outline rear sights. I was breathing easy. 
Those fluorescent sights and barrel length 
were terrific for combat or law enforcement 
fellows. However, they were no match for 
"Mr. Smith." Its six inch tube, clean sight 
picture and super light single action let off 
were made for this game! (The action had 
been tuned by a very dear gunsmith friend of 
mine.) 

Well, needless to say, I'm feeling a bit 
cocky. I figure I've got the competition beat 
handsdown. Nooo problem! So much for 
cocky . .. shooters Four and Five show up. 

My elation was snuffed out like a cigarette 
butt tossed into a puddle of water. These two 
gentlemen hoist these rather heavy looking 
black boxes onto the tables at the firing line. 
Opened them up and attached spotting 
scopes to the lids. Pulled out the drawers 
exposing a battery of three or four autos with 
big fancy grips and heavy sight ribs. If these 
guys weren't seasoned bullseye shooters they 
sure as heck looked the part! · 
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"Gentlemen load five rounds and you may 
fi re at will !" was the range command. The 25 
yard NRA centerfire bull was a familiar sight 
perched atop my front sight. I had practiced 
this one a lot. Confidence. Take your time. 
Breathe deep, exhale slowly, concentrate and 
gently squeeze the tr igger. 

Mr. Smith popped with his usual surprise. 
In the black! Second shot .. . in the black! 
Keep it up ol' buddy. Cock the hammer back. 
Put the bull on the front sight. Raise the rear 
sight even with the front. Begin to . . . POP! 
Oh no! That light trigger pull really surprised 
me that time! Dang it! A little spot appeared 
in the white just above the black at twelve 
o'clock! Is that shot going to cost me the 
relay? 

My eyes wandered to the other shooters' 
targets. The fellow with the four inch was 
doing about as well as I had anticipated. The 
Gold Cup, obviously through no fault of its 
own , was printing all over the paper. The 
other two bullseye shooters were doing their 
thing with no shots visible outs ide the black. 
Double Dang! 

Well , not to fret, just do your best. The last 
two rounds of the string found their mark. 
Four in the black, one out. Maybe, just 
maybe, . . . I'm thinking to myself as the 
judge and shooters walk to the targets to add 
up their scores. 

The hit in the white appeared to be a seven 
count, one nine hit, three tens, two X's. My 
score 46-2X. Was it good enough? Onto the 
next target, one of the bullseye shooters'. 
Count em up. Three nines, two tens, one X. 
My heart sank. 47-IX against my 46-2X, he 
beat me by one point! That one hit in the 
white did me in. So much for illusions of 
grandeur! 

Back at the table, Mr. Smith and my box of 
handloads got zipped back into the gun rug. 
One last envious look was cast upon those 
two fellows and their big black shooting 
boxes with the spotting scopes on the lids. I 
was about three steps from the line, gun rug 
in hand headed home, when the winner was 
announced. "The winner is .. . " I about 
fainted when my name was cal led! 

That's me! "What do you mean me?" I ask 
incredulously. "I added them up and got a 46 . 
The other guy got a 4 7 ." 

"No, sir, you got a 47 also, but with one 
more X," the judge corrected , "You broke the 
line between the seven and eight ring. That 
counts as an eight." Well sure enough! The 
line was broken. Barely, and I do mean 
barely, but it was broken. I had won by an X 
count! 

I let out a whoop and a holler of pure joy! (I 
think they heard me all the way down at the 
skeet range.) The judge was thanked with a 
vigorous handshake and a smile that could 
have lit up the whole day! I was beaming 
from ear to ear standing at the counter of the 
Canteen with my coupon for a frozen turkey. 

The fellow behind the counter said, "You 
know, son, you could trade that coupon in for 
eight bucks and maybe win some more 
money." Well, that wasn't really the point. 
"No thank you sir, this turkey ..... 
would just like his turkey!" ~ 

~ 
BRASS CATCHER* 
"It's the handiest on the market" 

~ $12.95 
The BRASS CATCHER * fits on your hand, not on 
your handgun. No more clumsy distractions. Specifically 
designed for Browning, Colt, Mac 10, Uzi and other popular 
semi-autos. The BRASS CATCHER* adjusts for either top 
or right side ejections. Recommended for right hand shooters. 

Send check or money order to: 

GAGE MANUFACTURING 
663 West 7th St. San Pedro, CA 90731 No C.O.D. 

Almost Unfair! 
Beeman 's Top Products Keep Taking All the Gold! 

The FINEST for Field or Range! 

other air p isto ls co mbined. In 
the 1987 European champion­
ships, FWB air rifles and pisto ls took all the 
gold medals and si mply out -numbered all 
others com bined on the world 's firi ng linesl 
Sugg. Retail $775.00 

The Beeman Pl 
Magnum-T he P1 
won the 1987 Cal ifornia 
Air Pistol Si lhouette Champion­
ships. The most powerful air 
pisto l made today, and a gold wi nnertooi 
Sugg. Retail $288.00 

Al your 
local dealer 
or direct. 

Beeman/ H&N Pellets-H &N pell ets are cham pions too! In 
the 1987 European shooting championsh ips, H&N pellets 
took al l the gold medals all in adult airg un classes, and set 
seven new world recordsl Sugg. Retail 6.98. 

Our refin ishing is used 
by: Action Arms, Alpha 
Precision, Bae r Custom , 
J.E. Clark, Colt Firear ms, 
Richard Heine, Mike 
LaRocca , J.M . Plaxco 
and Rogers Bullets. 

Send for Beeman Adult Airgun/ Firearm Catalog, reg . $2, FREE with menti on of code 
HGN. A llow 4-6 weeks for delivery . Fo r fast , 1st cl ass mail add $2i $3 fo r overseas. 

Beeman Precision Arms, Inc. 

"COGAN CUSTOM" Speed 
Comp. Customized Comps. for most 
semi-autos and revolvers fo r compe­
tition, carry or hunting. 

CUSTOM GUNSMITHING 

COLT AUTHORIZED 
SERVICE CENTER 

Send $2 .00 for brochure (refundab le with fi rst gun) to 

A.P.&W. Inc. 1937 Calumet St. Dept. AH, Clearwater FL. 34698. Phone (8131 733-0923 

• PERFECT! NG YOUR SKILLS •HUNTING TIPS 
• EVENT COVERAGE • PRODUCT INFORMATION 

•GUN GIVEAWAYS •ARTICLES 
All this in every issue of AMERICAN HANDGUNNER 
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S ~ B GUN SALES 
Cullom compefifion pi$fo/ and m11ifa"I rill81 
.45 and .38 Super Match Pistols and Compensator 
Systems Using SPRINGFIELD ARMORY Pistols 

Guaranteed delivery within 6 months 

S ~ B GUN SALES 
55 Main Street Vinyard Haven, MA 02568 
617-693-7961 •VISA and MASTERCARD Accepted 

• .• . • 11 8
184 Pages!! 200 + N ew Products! J 

-:::.:-;'~ . ROWNEL~S CATALOG #41 
.,.~ · j-•"' ~.-v: •• ~ ,,.,J~ . Designed for . 

9 , : 1 ·> '',. ~~ The Gunsmiths - Dealers - Hobbyists 
"' .. _,, • "'.;;.{l,-~ Who Service the Needs of the Millions of 
~. ·,. ·. ~·~.. Sportsmen & Target Shooters in the U.S. Today 

'\~~ ;,,. ~" 
» ·. :-...., ~ ·-,!.. '\....~~. Dedicated to the principle that the man who works on guns deserves 

, ... w~ " ( ~ "'B . ~ • the Best possible in supplies •Immediate service from in-stock 
# •t:;•"J#T ~T~tg inventories ~Personal .association with knowledgeable gun people 
""""' - - •Constant ad1ustment in product performance. 

SELECTED FOR THE SELECT 
For the trade are tools for every need •Chemicals for every application •Supplies for every operation 
•Accessories tOr from crown to buttplate, to shoot, to service, to repair, to re-build or build the Gun 
•Electroless nickel plating •Wood carving tools •Engraving supplies •Hot and cold gun bluing 
•Special glass bedding · Acraglas - Acraglas Gel. 

Price $3.50* - FREE TO GUALIFIEO GUNSMITHS/DEALERS (FULL & PART TIME) 
Serious Gunnuu & Hobbyisu (Our new regular customers of the future}: Ask, and we will send Federal Fireanns Licensing 
procedures with your $3.50 catalog order, For the good of the entire shooting Fraternity we are anxious to help you get 
started as a legitimate professional • full or part time • or enhance your guncraft. The future fate of shooting in any area 
depends on the activity of the local gunsmith. YOU can both serve and enjoy! *Refunded on 

*Fore ign : $4.50 BROWNELLS Inc 2oos. GROVE s1S-623-S40 I first S35.00 order 
t • MONTfZUMA, IOWAS0171 

LaRocca Gun Works, inc. 
Basic Street 
to Full House 
Competition 

For the highest reliability, quality 
& craftsmanship. Let us work with 
you to design and customize 
your gun. 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

51 Union Place 
Worcester, MA 01608 
(617) 754-2887 

.45 SHOT LOADS 
Continued from page 41 

The extra length needed for the crimp 
also means that the fired cases don't have a 
lot of extra room in the ejection port and a 
great many of those fired were crumpled 
on one side where they hit the slide on the 
way out. It's safe to say that the majority of 
ejected shell s will be affected . 

In an effort to get an undamaged case for 
photography, I fired a couple of rounds in a 
.45 revolver. I was surprised to discover 
that the fired cases set back against the 
recoil shield to a degree that made cylinder 
rotation difficult. This is easily explained 
considering the springy nature of the 
expanded crimp portion which tends to 
hold the case back against the frame. 

Breaking a couple of the shot loads apart 
revealed a shot charge of approximately 
120 grains of #12 shot. Remington says this 
is about 650 pellets and I'll take their word 
for it. The charge leaves a five-inch Colt 
barrel at 1200 fps. The powder charge was 
7. 3 gr. of a powder I could not identify. 
When I asked Jakonczuk about it he replied 
that finding the right powder was also a 
challenge. Over 20 different powders were 
tested before the current , non-cannister, 
type was found. Since the shells are not 
reloadable it probably doesn't matter 
anyhow. 

The 2.5 grain wad is made of a red 
plastic material that is the same used in 
standard shotshell wads. It is quite thin 
with a skirt on either side for sealing pur­
poses. The wadding does not form a shot 
cup and simply serves to separate the 
powder and shot, and seal the bore. But it is 
one of the technological achievements that 
makes the load work. The wad must 
provide an effective seal to retain as much 
gas as possible as it passes through the 
multiple diameters of the case, chamber, 
throat and, finally, rifling. 

The load delivers recoil that seems to 
compare with .45 wadcutter loads and we 
all know that some guns will work with 
those whi le others won't. That's exactly 
what I found when I tested the shot 
cartridges. 

Jakonczuk had warned me that extractor 
tension was crucial to proper functioning 
and I found that to be accurate. He pointed 
out that many guns have had extractors 
replaced or been assembled without proper 
fitting and have little or no tension on the 
extractor. This isn't particularly important 
with conventional ammo and gunsmiths 
frequently don't take the time to put the 
small bend in the extractor that John 
Browning intended . 

As they come, extractors are basically 
straight , but when properly fitted they 
should not simply fall into the hole. There 
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should be a slight, very slight , bow to them 
that will move the extractor hook in just a 
bit to grip the case. If that tension isn't 
there, function with the shot shell is going 
to be iffy. Increaasing the extractor tension 
may be needed for proper functioning with 
the shot loads, but this is something that the 
average owner can do. 

Extractors are very hard and will break 
if too much fo rce is used and the best way I 
can think of is to simply bend the thing 
between fingers . A change that doesn't pro­
duce a visible difference is usually enough 
and the best way is to do it at the range so 
the result can be test fired. 

Testing of the shot shell s was done with 
three pistols: a box-stock Series 70 Colt , an 
accurized GI gun and a stock Lightweight 
Commander. The Comnmander func­
tioned perfectly from the beginning, but 
the accurized gun needed to have just a tad 
more extractor tension before it functioned 
perfectly. 

The Series 70 gun , on the other hand , 
functioned at about a 50 % rate and nothing 
I did to the extractor seemed to make much 
difference. 

All three guns have standard recoil 
springs so that didn't seem to be a problem . 
After some head scratching I've come to 
blame the collet bushing on the Series 70 
gun -you can feel a distinct kink in the 
slide movement when the bushing begins to 
do its thing. Apparently the springy effect 
of the collet bushing absorbs just enough 
energy to slow things down. 

While my gun seems to be fairly typical I 
should point out that Remington's testing 
included a number of guns with the bushing 
that worked properly. 

Everyone knows that rifled barrels do 
not produce the best shot patterns. But 
we're interested in a short range weapon 
and , at the five to ten foot range likely, the 
pattern is dense aplenty. A beer can, pre­
tending to be a snake, was most satisfac­
torily perforated at those distances and a 
generous amount of dirt flew as well. 

Pattern size, from a standard barrel, 
increased rapidly as the range lengthened. 
At five feet it ran from eight to 12 inches, at 
10 it was 18-24 inches. At five feet the 
pattern was quite uniform but , by the time I 
got to 10 there were some gaps. Nothing 
large enough to cause concern over miss­
ing a snake, but enough to convince me that 
10 feet is the maximum effective range. 

The wad , which completely penetrated 
the cardboard target at five feet, bounced 
off at 10 feet. 

Judging from the number of requests I 
get for shotshell data for various handguns, 
there is a considerable demand for this sort 
of product and I believe that anyone with a 
real need wi ll be more than willing to do 
the minor adjustments that may be needed 
for reliable operation. Even to the point of 
having a spare GI bushing for this purpose 
if needed. For, by the way, when I replaced 
the collet bushing on that stubborn Series 
70 with an old GI part , the func- ......_ 
tioning problems were solved. ~ 

AVailable In 
45ACP, 10 mm, 38 Super & 9 mm 
HI-SWEEP BEAVERTAIL GRIP SAFETYS 

MAXI-WELL• MAXI-COMP• MINI-COMP 

BROWN'S CUN SHOP • Route 2, BOX 2292 • Perry, MO 63462 
Phone !314l 565-3261 

MEMBER AMERICAN PISTOLSMITHS GUILD 
send $1. oo For catalog 

VOLQUARTSEN 
CUSTOM 

LTD. 
Specia lizing in accurized .22 Rugers and 

High Standards. Fu ll comp pin guns, PPC, 
hunting and silhouette convers ions as well 

as target rifles available. Hard nickel, teflon 
and moly disulfide and industria l go ld fini shes 

are in house available. Custom grips available 
for Ruger, Colt .45, etc. 

Send $2.00 for ca ta log to: VOLQUARTSEN Route 1, P.O. Box 271 

CUSTOM lJD. 
Carroll, Iowa 51401 

only $119.95 ppd. 

GOVERNMENT MODEL 
OR COMMANDER 
45ACP. 9mm. 10mm. 38 Super 

Blue Chrome Mo ly or Stainless Stee l 

NO GUNSMITH ING 
No atlerations to your gun 
Replaces the stock barre l bushing 
Minor f ill ing to Comp only 
Simple l i t11ng ins tructions included 
Free. fast factory l1ttmg aYa1lable 

SUPER EFFICIENT 
The bushing comp I hat works· 
Guaranteed 

Reduces muzzle rise up to 50°10 
Dramatically reduces " felt reco1r · 
Unique. advanced. tnple·chamber 
· port design (pat . pend.) 

QUALITY CONSTRUCTION 
Hand machined in chrome moly or air . 

era I t quali ty stainless steel 

712-792-4238 

Hand lirnshed w it h high polish sides or 
all sandblast matte f inish 

Bu1111 0 National Match specs tor 
improved accuracy 

Heat treated !or maximum durability 

A brochure with test results on Tn·Comp as 
well as o ther PBI products and services is 
available on request 
To o rder send $119.95 each. cert. check. 
money O•de; . Mas terCard and Visa include 
number and expiration date. COD ($3.00 
add1t1onal) Please specify blue 01 stamtess. 
htgh pohsh sides o r all matte 

Dealer lnqu1r1es Invited 

PROGRESS/VE BALLISTICS, INC. 
P O Bo x 2526 Dept Ah 
Shawnee M ission. KS 66201 
816122i.9117 
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Chuck Young is the 1987 IHMSA Interna­
tional Unlimited Champion. His 80 X 80 and 
8 X 10 in the shoot-off were fired with a 
7mm International smithed by Barry Brown. 
That Chuck depends upon our barrels is a 
source of pride and inspiration to everyone 
at Shilen Rifles . 

For information on the complete line of Shi len products , 
send $1 00 for a set of up-to-date Data Sheets. 

Offering the PRECISION 
finest duty & MODIFICATION INC. 
competition From Concept To First "X" 

guns available. Action and accuracy 
guarantees. 2" at 50 yards. Basic to full 
custom guns built to order by Giles' Trained 
pistolsmith. 

Write: P .0. Box 4545, Las Cruces, New Mexico 88003 

CASE-GARD® 
AMMO PROTECTION 

for 
Hangunners 

The first choice of 
handgunners through­
out the world, CASE­
GARD* Ammo Boxes 
provide security from 
shock, dust and mois­
ture. Available for all 
popular calibers in 

either 100 (A) or 50 (B) round versions. Slip Top models (C) for .38/357 Mag and 
.45 Auto are offered with round or square cavities. Proven in the field by police 
officers, hunters, plinkers and competitive shooters, and guaranteed for 3 
Years. Catalog available. 

MTM Molded Products Company 
P.O. Box 14117 • Dayton, Ohio 45414 • (513) 890-7461 

CLASSIC HUNTER 
Continued from page 55 

that have no relation to pressure contain­
ment. So, to all of you who have looked at 
that lovely smooth-sided cylinder and envi­
sioned hairy .44 Magnum handloads, one 
word of advice: Don't. 

For the present, the Classic Hunter is 
available only in regular steel , with a par­
ticularly deep and rich blue finish . It is 
quite likely, though, that in time (and 
depending on the amount of interest) it will 
be offered in a stainless steel version. Also, 
while the six-inch barrel is standard, there 
will be those who will want other lengths. 
Here, again, whether this option may be 
offered will depend on the number of 
requests for it. Another possibility might 
be a scope-mounted version, for those who 
no longer see iron sights well. 

For now, though, just as it is, this new 
version of the Model 29 is going to be 
welcomed by the serious handgun 
hunter. !he name "Classic" is ~ 
appropnate. ~ 

L-FRAME ADD-ONS 
Continued from page 31 

sleeve in the four-inch length from Bill Jarvis 
(4418 Larkstone Cr., Dept. AH, Orange, CA 
92669). It weighs 6 ounces, while the six­
inch version scales an ounce more. 

Pride used a special one that was heavier, 
but he's also a powerful guy known for shoot­
ing matches with a revolver he calls "Heavy 
Metal" that weighs as much as a .30/30 
Winchester carbine. The standard job bal­
ances much better for the average hand. 
Either length is $53 in blue, $59 in "silver" 
finish to match nickel or stainless. A single 
hole had to be tapped in the underweight of 
my gun's four-inch barrel, and being the sort 
of person who needs an owner's manual to 
change a lightbulb I had that done by 
gunsmith Nolan Santy (Sanco Guns, River 
Rd., Dept. AH, Bow, NH 03301) . Once 
installed I was delighted with the improved 
"muzzle feel," and there was a palpable 
reduction in felt recoil now. 

The flat side of the Jarvis bolt-on also 
facilitates Bianchi Cup-style barricade shoot­
ing in which the hand holds the barrel against 
the wall. (Note: if you shoot that way without 
using both protective gloves and light loads, 
you can be injured by barrel/cylinder gap gas 
blast) . 

I found the Jarvis barrel sleeve a most 
worthwhile accessory. It may, however, 
require you to go to either a custom-made 
holster or a "universal fit" one, since it com­
pletely changes the barrel configuration. 

Glassware. I had been looking forward to 
trying the new ProPoint electronic sight .by 
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Tasco. Designed with much input from con­
sultant and '86 Bianchi Cup winner Riley 
Gilmore and his fellow shooters, this is a vast 
improvement over Tasco's previous entry in 
the field and one I'd finally be comfortable 
shooting at the Cup itself. It held adjustments 
well and I particularly appreciated the 
extreme I y large field of vision , the most com­
fortable I've worked with so far. 

Though not so compact as, say, the Mark 
V, it did not deleteriously affect handling. I'm 
told Tasco has already offered an improved 
version with an even more visible dot, though 
my early one showed up just fine, especially 
when the detachable Polarizing filter was 
employed during bad glare conditions. I 
think Tasco's deep commitment to research 
and solicitation of shooter feedback has paid 
off with a well-deserved winner in the $250 
ProPoint. 

Mount. While our Star Wars sight worked 
fine, I'll probably never get over my 
instinctive distrust of any battery-operated 
electronic sight. I'm familiar with too many 
cases of ace shooters like Tom CampbeU and 
Mike Fischman losing national champion­
ships theyli had in their pockets when , at a 
critical moment, they levelled their elec­
tronic sight and the little dot went out. Most 
mounting systems give you no fail -safe, and 
indeed require removal of the revolver's iron 
sights. This is why I like the Clark scope 
mount for 19ll autos: the metallic sights can 
be used as auxiliaries. 

In a revolver, the same advantage can be 
had from the Aimtech mount, $60 from L & 
S Technologies, Inc. (P.O. Box 223, Dept. 
AH, Thomasville, GA 31799). It screws right 
onto the sideplate of a Smith & Wesson 
revolver, with a hole for adjusting the iron 
sight's windage and enough room to do the 
same for elevation with an L-shaped screw­
driver. lfthe battery or connections fail , or if 
like many Bianchi Cup competitors you just 
find it more expedient to use iron sights up 
close and glass for distance, this American­
made product gives you the choice. The only 
alterations you'll need might be shaving off 
the front corner of target or custom grips. 

Our test Aimtech mount set the Pro-Point 
far enough back to easily clear the integral 
compensator of the four-inch .357 so that 
blast particles were kept safely away from the 
objective lens. A small amount of shimming 
or peening might be necessary, but nothing 
the "home gunsmith" can't handle. 

Grips. The world is your oyster for this 
kind of bolt-on. Cannon had originally 
installed beautiful Hogue Monogrips in the 
striking "camo lamo" finish. However, like 
S&W's own optional finger-grooved grips 
they weren't angled just right for my fingers 
(though both makes fit most hands very 
well) . 

I switched to Pachmayr, winding up with 
two designs. For two-handed shooting I 
chose the standard Presentation version, also 
my choice for Magnum shooting because of 
the cushion effect between backstrap and 
hand. For Cup-style shooting where the sup­
port hand may be in the barrel or scope area 
instead of reinforcing the firing hand, I chose 

3-D dares you to take the 

QUALITY 
CHALLENGE 
Find any of these .;:irc:~::.!~~~h 
defects on any 

Reversed 
Bullet 

t 
3-D Impact product, 
and 3-D will replace 
the defective box 
plus give you a 

Missing Primer 

second box FREE! 

Reversed 
Primer 

3-D challenges you to find any of the above defects on any Impact 
product that you purchase. If one is found, return the defective 
product, the rest of the box of ammunition in which it was found, 
and the receipt of sale. 3-D will replace the box plus send you a 
second box free. 

Send a free subscription 
to your friend. 

3-D Ammunition and Bullets 
11 2 Plum-P.O. Box J 
Doniphan, ebraska 68832 
Telephone: 402-845-2285 

Ask for Impact -
The Quality 
Ammunition at a 
Competitive Price. 

[2] Yes, Please Send My Free Subscription. 

I NAME ------------

1 ADDRESS----------­

I CITY ------------

ADDRESS --------------

CITY----- ------- - ---1 
I STATE ZIP------

MAIL TODAY TO 
I RESERVE YOUR 
\._F~LL:_IS~U~! _ 

STATE - --- ---
ZIP _ ____ _ 

802-8 11 th 

Sidney I 
~e~a~a _ s:,1 ~ 
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Pachrnayr's Professional style which leaves 
the backstrap exposed. This permits the 
unaided shooting hand to more completely 
encircle the grip area with flesh and bone for 
increased control. 

Coupled with the customized K-size round 
butt, these grips also maximized conceal­
ment of the .41-framed 686 when carried 
concealed. Replacement grips are among the 
handgunner's most productive avenues 
toward versatility. Both styles of Pachmayr 
needed to be trimmed on the right front (a 
Buck knife can do it judiciously ifunprettily) 
for proper fit with the Aimtech mount. 

Leather. Too vast a subject to cover for 
any single handgun model , holster selection 
is yet another route to maximum versatility. I 
use Ted Blocker leather primarily with this 
686 : an ins ide-waistband holste r for 
scopeless concealed carry, a modernized 
black basketweave thumb-break for occa­
sional police uniform wear, and Blocker's 
superb open-front competition rig for when 
money is on the table and a scope is on the 
gun. 

With the L-frame S&W revolver or any 
handgun , always remember that if reliability 
or safety are ever in question , go with a 
professional to do the work for you. When 
the gun is being modified strictly for sport , 
and safe handling is a given, the hobbyist has 
a lot more latitude. Anyone who passed 
Metal Shop 101 in junior high school should 
be able to install a Jarvis barrel weight and 
the optical sight of choice in an Airntech 
mount. 

88 

The test gun became more than the sum of 
its parts. Quite apart from the bolt-on 
accessories you've chosen giving you a sense 
of having designed and to an extent "custom 
built" your own revolver, you have a single 
revolver superb for multiple purposes yet 
with the same familiar feel and trigger action 
for more effective skill transfer. Our test gun 
went from being a good general purpose . 357 
as it left the box to an unexceUed gunfighting 
revolver after the Cannon package. From 
there, it became a gun capable of winning an 
action shoot like the Bianchi Cup, capable of 
taking any game animal that faUs within the 
humane purview of .357 Magnum baUistics, 
and just plain a whole lot more fun to shoot. 
Changing its identities is accomplished as 
quickly as you can grab your screwdriver. 

FinaUy, the tricked-out L-frame had devel­
oped the "personality" of a customized gun, 
something that always seems to enhance the 
handgun owner's enjoyment of its use and 
possession. Even when you don't do the work 
yourself, the gun you conceived for your 
personal needs and put together to your spec­
ifications has become "your" custom gun, as 
surely as the mag wheels and paint job and 
interior decor made your custom van 
uniquely your van. The gun modified by you 
and for you tends to share your personality a 
little bit, creating a stronger bond between 
man and machine, in turn leading to the sort 
of symbiotic relationship between hand­
gun and shooter that helps to eke out 
that extra telling edge in your 
ability to perform together. 

STEEL CHALLENGE 
Continued from page 65 

only hope as a ditch leading back to the 
access road. When the water began to suc­
cessfully flow, it was silence and shovels as 
Japanese and Mexicans began to work 
together. 

Mud underfoot or no, there was almost as 
much fun in the exhibitors tent as on the 
stages. Tom Reese of Springfield Armory 
must have given away about as many T-shirts 
as he sold. FinaUy there wasn't much left 
except a big stack of shirts of a color 
described as watermelon pink. 

They were only $5 and the shooters 
wanted any additional clothing for warmth, 
in that bitterly cold rainstorm. But that color! 

A Texan held one and shook his head. 
"Texans don't wear pink," he said sadly. 

"Oh yeah," someone else said and pointed, 
"Look at John Dixon!" Sure enough, there 
was big John limping through the exhibits 
draped in one of Springfield Armory's bright 
pink numbers. 

At that point the pink T-shirts went like the 
blue light special in a K-Mart and some folks 
consider theirs the best trophy of the match. 

"\"l Tith the saucy blue-gray vaUey quail 
VVwhistling wow! across the range, the 

soft California spring was perfect weather 
for the match opening Wednesday morning. 
Until the storm on Thursday. 
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Many top shooters approach this winning 
and losing business from one of two basic 
viewpoints. Chip McCormick sets his goal as 
starting out even with everybody else and 
building points with the best possible shoot­
ing, kind of a positive attitude. He with the 
most points wins. Simple. 

Rob Leatham thinks the handgunning pro­
fessional has to meet his own established 
performance standards. He who goofs most 
loses. Sounds like the same thing in reverse, 
but each will defend his philosophy. Chip 
figures he won by consistent shooting, nearly 
up to his practice scores. He wanted to shoot 
the match in 79 or 80 seconds and he did it in 
a very close 81. 85. 

Rob also wanted to break 80 and knew it 
was possible because he had done it in prac­
tice. Rob not only intended to break 80, but 
also he thought for a professional to shoot in 
more time was in some degree a failure. His 
goal was not just to win, but to shoot to his 
own capabil ity. 

The key point in the match was Outer 
Limits, the only stage requiring movement. 
By luck the so-called "Super Squad" came to 
Outer Limits on Thursday in the rain. And , 
by luck, Chip's card came up near the top of 
the shooting order. 

Chip blazed through fo r 15.44 seconds 
total of the best three out of four runs. Then 
David Cupp came to the line and found the 
increasing rain was bouncing off barrel and 
sights sufficiently to completely obscure the 
targets. The officials decided to wait, but 
when conditions only worsened decided they 
had no choice but to order that shooting 
continue. 

Muddier and wetter Rob shot 17.62 sec­
onds. The loss of2 .18 seconds to Chip was a 
gap Rob knew he could not close. But Rob 
does not accept anyone's offer of the weather 
as an excuse. He simply says he did not shoot 
well enough. 

Chip said he was "glad to sneak by that 
out-of-luck Outer Limits." With a new record 
and the stage win apparently in the bag for 
Chip, a little known shooter 16 years old from 
the Philippines named Jethro Dionisio, who 
placed 72nd overall , got it all together on 
Outer Limits. He set the new record at 15 .30 
seconds. 

Going into their final stage, Rob studied 
fellow Super Squad shooter Stu Mullins' 
unofficial hand computer tally and decided 
Chip was uncatchable. Rather than risk all for 
the win, Rob decided a more realistic goal 
was to calculate his pace to knock Rick 
Castelow out of his slight lead for second 
place. 

Rick Castelow shot a 12. 32 and Rob did it 
in ll .35 to pass him in the final tally by .72 
seconds. 

Then it was all up to Chip. The match 
officials decided to give the crowd a thrill by 
having that last stage shot in reverse order of 
highest score. Thus Chip, the apparent win­
ner, had to shoot last under that tremendous 
match pressure. 

Chip shot a beautifully controlled ll .86 to 
hold his lead. 

Chip said , "This time I decided to forget 

BUEHLER PISTOL MOUNT 

Introducing a different BUEHLER MOUNT-M83 . In­
stalls without drill ing or tapping. For calibers up 
through . 357 Mag . Available in si lver or black fin ish . 
M83 Mounts available for Smith & Wesson , Dan 
Wesson , Colt and Ruger. 

Send for Free Brochure 43H or call 
415-254-3201 

PLAXCO 
CUSTOM PISTOLS 

Highen qualify workmanship by a champion competitor: 
• IPSC National Champion 

0~~~~~ZTo • world Speed Shooting Champion 
• SOF 3-gun Champion 
• Second chance Grand Champion KITS .. 

The only pistolsmith to ever win these championships SELF Krf 6 
DO·rf·YOUR tch bushing 

For more information and gun specifica tions: match barrel , ma Requires 
pl xco comP· J. Michael Plaxco, Rt. 1 Box 203 

Roland, Arkansas 72135 
501-868-9787 

and a handfitting. 

l11!..Advantaqe Grip System 
GET A GRIP ON YOUR '45' 

AND REDUCE RECOIL 
• Guaranteed 17% recoil 

reduction 
• Faster shot to shot recovery 
• Thick tapered hand- filling 

grips 

• Built in magazine loading 
chute 

• Milled for ambidexterous 
safety 

• Simple screw on installation 

New improved Advantage Grip System complete with checkered walnut 
stocks. $46.00 - Add $3.00 postage and handling. CA residents add 6 \1:!% 
Sales Tax. Dealer inquiries invited. Write for brochure and mathematical 
calcu lations to prove the recoil reduction. 

Jack c!!~~~~~Yo!~~ A14Eentaqe 
P.O. BOX 828, WHITTIER, CA 90608 (213) 695-4 134 
For more information on our comple te 
product line , call or write today. 

FREE GUN -
CLEANING. 
CLOTH 
When you send $3.00 
fo r our latest ful l­
color catalog , which 
will be credited toward 
your first order. 

The choice of 
Champions. 

, DEALERS SEND FFL FOR DEALER PRI CES. 

WILSON'S GUN SHOP, INC. • P.O. Box 578-1 • Berryville, Ark. 72616-0578 
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NEED A ''QUICKIE''? 

•pat Pend. 

STAG 

Try A Trigger Finger Quick* Ambi­
dextrous Magazine Release for Colt 
1911 Autos from Egan & Blackburn 

Absolutely rio alteration 
of frame. Faster Mag Re-

lease using the speed 
in your Trigger Finger. 

Installs in seconds 

ECAN & BLACKBURN 

Money Order ra:::sJ ~I 
certified Check ~ !....=.... 

IVO RY PO LYMER 

14836 Lincoln St. S.E. 
Minerva, Oh 44657 
216-868-5206 

• IVORY POLYMER 

Ajax Grips are 
available for most 

makes and models 
of handguns. 

Dealer Inquiries 
Invited. 

A. JACK ROSENBERG & SONS 
12229 COX LANE DALLAS. TEXAS 75244 (214) 241-6302 

FOR ORDERS ONLY CALL OUR TOLL FREE NUMBER 1-800-527-7537 

uUetaQo~ 911dustlites. 911c. 
THE METALOY 

HARD CHROME FINISH 
-Phenomenal molecular bond, will 

not chip or peel 
-Extremely hard satin finish 

(R/C 70) 
-Super lubricity 
-Excellent protection against rust 
-All internal and external parts 

processed 

METALOY INDUSTRIES, INC. 

Route 5, Box 595-H 
Berryville , Ark . 72616 

~-D-E-L-IV_E_R_Y_2_T_0_6 _W_E_E_K_S_~ Ph. 501 -4 2 3-4 2 2 5 

(JJa91R11Jar&• 
INTERNATIONAL 

Call us at 
(313) 469-6727 

41302 Executive Drive 
Mt. Clemens, Ml 48045 

about winning or losing. This year my life 
and my business are in good order and I just 
decided rather than let the match pressure get 
to me to just relax, shoot well and have a 
good time." 

Brian Enos, when it came his turn among 
the circle of well wishers, summed up the 
match as he shook Chip's hand, "Congratula­
tions. You shot the kind of match we all came 
to shoot." 

Captain James Walter McCormick of the 
Texas Rangers would likely be proud of 

his grandson Chip McCormick, first two­
time winner of the Steel Challenge, the world 
speed shooting championships. 

Chip in turn treasures his personal family 
ties to the American heritage of skill and 
pride in firearms and the freedom to use them 
in which all the shooting fraternity has a 
share. 

Chip attributes a measure of his success 
directly to his grandfather even though Cap­
tain Jim died in 1950 when Chip was only six . 

An upright, sturdy figure and a deep tim­
bre of voice is about all that Chip remembers. 
Later, from his own father and from his 
grandfather's younger peers, he was capti­
vated by the stories of his grandfather's dar­
ing against great odds in the rough and 
tumble, lawless badlands of northeast Texas. 

In the early Thirties Jim McCormick 
almost single-handedly backed up his 
ultimatum to the bootleg gangs terrorizing 
San Augustine, Texas. 

"Get out or get shot!" 
When peace was restored grateful citizens 

presented the young ranger with a matched 
pair of silver mounted .45 Colt Single Action 
pistols in his favored barrel length of 43/4 

inches. 
Usually wearing a single action on each 

hip, Jim added a pair of double action 
revolvers, one on the ankle and one under the 
arm when action seemed imminent, multiple 
weapons being more certain than reloading 
in those days. He did not trust automatic 
pistols, unlike his grandson. 

The story goes that once in Wichita Falls 
Jim McCormick had to deal with a drunken 
cowboy shooting up the streets and swearing 
he would not be disarmed or taken alive. 

Furthermore, the man was reputed to be 
wearing some sort of bullet proof vest which 
may have been a type of World War I body 
armor. Jim faced the man in a saloon, gave 
him a chance to surrender and then put two in 
the body and two in the head to end the 
matter. 

In a more peaceful but no less skilled use of 
firearms, Chip McCormick has adopted key 
features of his grandfather's style to his own 
competition shooting . He studied pho­
tographs of the very high on the waist and 
slightly forward of the hip positions, muzzles 
slightly rearward in which Grandfather car­
ried his single actions. 

Chip carried his Shooting Star .38 Super 
in the Steel Challenge in that identical posi­
tion in a specially built holster by Ernie Hill. 
His very fast, consistent draw thus perfected, 
Chip says, was the starting point for his. sue-
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cess in adding a second Steel Challenge tro­
phy to his cherished collection of proud 
momentos, which include his ..... 
Grandfather's silver .45s. ~ 

CHRONOGRAPHS 
Continued from page 43 

me. Chronographs tell you nothing about 
accuracy . . . they tell you how fast the bullet 
got there . . . the target tells you accuracy. 

One area where chronograph results take 
on awesome importance is practical shoot­
ing. A load that doesn't make the major 
power factor subjects the shooter to the 
serious penalty of minor caliber scoring. 
Travelling shooters face problems when a 
load that worked fine at home doesn't mea­
sure up at some other location. The blame 
may be placed on the chronograph , the 
powder, the gun , or the whatever when, in 
fact , the difference may be caused by some­
thing uncontrollable like temperature, 
humidity or barometric pressure. Regretta­
bly, practical shooting imposes an absolute 
standard on something that isn't absolute. But 
the problem isn't caused by chronographs; it's 
source lies with all the variables I've men­
tioned in gun , ammunition and mete­
orological conditions that are, for the most 
part, beyond the shooter's control. 

If there is one thing that shooters can do to 
improve the results generated by their chron­
ographs it is simply to shoot each bullet over 
the screens in the same place. If the bullet 
doesn't travel a path parallel to the axis of the 
screens there will be a small error introduced 
and , just because the bullet can be detected in 
a relatively large area over the screens 
doesn't mean you should introduce another 
variable by shooting randomly. The best sug­
gestion I can make is to always use a down­
range target for an aiming point and adjust 
the location of the screens to insure that a well 
aimed shot will pass over them in the same 
place. 

I am confident that any properly function­
ing chronograph on the market today that is 
operated in compliance with the maker's 
instructions will yield results that are more 
than accurate enough for the purposes of 
anyone outside a full scale ballistics labora­
tory. So, with that settled , the decision on 
which one to buy can be made on more useful 
facts like price, features and operational 
convenience. 

With apologies to those not mentioned, I 
think there are three makers who can claim 
the bulk of the chronograph market. They 
are: 

Competition Electronics 
2542 Point 'O Woods 

Rockford , IL 6Ull 
800-222-3845 

Oehler Research 
P.O. Box 9135 

Austin, TX 78766 
800-531-5125 

Only the RANSOM REST sits in 

FlllL 
.JUDG•llT 

By eliminating inconsistencies in holding and positioning , 
the Ransom Rest reduces variables to the gun or 
ammunition alone. No other method can produce this 
necessary repeatability. That 's why major manufacturers 
worldwide evaluate their guns and ammunition in Ransom 
Rests: that"s also why serious individual experimenters 
use it. Over 80 adapter inserts allow testing of a great 
variety of guns, with automatics feeding from their 
magazines. Like the professionals, you can prove beyond 
doubt the quality of performance of your gun , your 
ammunition . See your dealer, or send for a free brochure 
on the Ransom Rest and its accessories and applications. 

Wichita lnsta-Comp ~ 

-::::>-- .. :a The Affordable Alternative 
No Gunsmithing Required 

$99.95 without sight 
(Model WIC· l)' 

The Wichita lnsta ·Comp has been 
designed for the competitive and 
non-competitive shooter. 

The gas chamber inside the Wichita lnsta -Comp is designed to capture 
the gas and exhaust it through the two vertical ports . With this arrangement . 

combined with the additional weight. the muzzle jump is reduced significantly. 
EASY INSTALLATION No Special Tools . No Fitting . Nothing else to buy. 

Re move your barrel bushing and recoil spring plug. Replace with the Wichita 
lnsta -Comp and our recoil spring plug. You are now ready to shoot your comped gun . 

Model WIC-2 has a front sight (target or combat, your choice) ...... Sl 19.95 
Model WIC-1 or WIC·2 and our slide conversion·· .. . ... ........ $234.95 
(Bury rear Wichita Sight. permanently mounted . Front sight on slide o r comp . Mill flat on top 
o f slide. and lower port for easier ejec tion) 

·: ~ee~re:d s~~~r :~i~:11~~~~: ~:t 1:rc:~!e~ork Wichita Arms, Inc. 
Dealer prices available _444_E_lh-s.-P-.O-.-Bo- x_ l.:...1_37_1_. -W-ic-hi-ta-. K_a_n_sa_s -67_2_1-11 f.+-1-fe 
Send signed FFL (316) 265-0661 

OFFICIALLY APPROVED FOR l.H.M.S.A. COMPETITION. 

CHIMERE™::;:::;;.=-:i~ 

If you shoot handgun for silhouette, hunting or just 
for fun, this Cabretta leather glove was made especially for you ! 

There's " just enough" padding for comfort. The glove's scientific 
design provides real protection against direc t and transferred 

recoil , dramatically reducing the risk of ulnar or planar nerve stress. 

Try them once and bring up your scores or bring down game like 
never before! Your sati sfaction is unconditionally guaranteed. 

GUARANTEE: If you are not fully s11tisf ied with the Model 454 Shooter's Glove, simply return within 10 days for a 
complete refund. MasterCharge-Visa accepted (813) 643-4222 

Avail. in Rt. Hand, Li t. Hand or Pair. Please speci fy Hand and Hand Size (SM, MD, LG, XL or XX). Include check or 
money order for $13 (1 Glove) or $25 (Pair) plus $1.00 postage and handling, payable to: 

CHI MERE INC 4406 Exc hange Ave., MetroPark. #119 Naples, FL33942 
' • (Dealer/ Rep l11qulf1es Invited) 
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Pin Grabbers'" 
are designed to 
knock down bowling 
pins at any angle, even at 
the extreme outside edge by 

Patent Pending 
TM 

PIN GRABBf RS 
From © Kaswer Custom, Inc. 1987 

All Right s Reser ved 

Far ShaatelS Who Want 
Mare "Bite" in Their Bullet 

converting all Its energy Into amazing knock down force. 
Spinners and sliders are virtually eliminated. If you can hit the pin-It's GONE! 

Important features include: instant expansion 
with full energy transfer and no ricochets or 
bounce back. You'll love your faster times, 
too. Excellent hunting and carry load. 
• Lorraine Ferns set 1987 women's world 

record at Second Chance shoot using Pin 
Grabber"' bullets. 

• Available in all popular handgun calibers, 
from .380 to .45, and in various bullet 
weights. 

• Game Grabber"' hunting rifle ammo will 
be available soon. 

• Pin Grabber"' T-shirts available now. 
• New customers must be 21 or over, send 

signed statement of age. 

Kaswer Custom, Inc. 13 Surrey Dr. , Brookfield , CT 06804 
(203) 775-0564 Dealers send FFL for prices 

OGLESBY & OGLESBY 
GUNMAKERS, INC. 

• IPSC 
• PPC 
•DUTY 
•NRA 
•CUSTOM World Standard Guns 

Send $2.00 For Brochure 

R.R . 5 , Springfield , IL 62707 (217) 487-7100 

JOHN PRIDE WINS second BIANCHI CUP! Using JARVIS 
COMPETmON L FRAME with JARVIS LFRAME WEIGHT II & 
JARVIS MT-2 AIMPOINT/SCOPE MOUNT. TAKES SECOND 
in SPEED EVENT with JARVIS COMPENSATED S&W 659. 

. . . a champion 's choice 

"It's a Jot easier to believe in yourself 
when you believe in your equipment. " 

• Jarvis Weight II offers greater recoil 
reduction. 

• Interchangeability with Jarvis L Frame 
Weight I. 

• Blue or Stainless $53.00 + Shp 

Competition handguns built: 
NRA Action, IPSC, PPG, Pinguns 

Custom handgun parts and accessories, 
producer of the original L Frame Weight. 

Send $2.00 for catalogue 
deductible on first purchase. 

JARVIS GUNSMITHING 
740 S. Van Buren, Ste. F, Placentia, CA 92670 • (714) 632-9512 

PACT Inc. 
P.O. Box 531525 

Grand Prairie, TX 75053 
800-722-8462 

Please note that they all have those neat toll 
free phone numbers and they are willing and 
able to answer questions or provide 
assistance. Since they are relatively small 
businesses, it is possible to get the boss on the 
phone. In fact he may be the one who answers 
it. So with all that out of the way, I'd like to 
describe the products of the Big Three. 

COMPETITION 
ELECTRONICS 

Competition Electronics offers two mod­
els: the Pro-Tach and the Pro-Tach Classic. 
The Pro-Tach is the only product from the Big 
Three that is a downrange box. This simply 
means that all the chrono components are 
housed in a single unit. I must confess a 
personal bias against launching bullets at 
something that costs so much money but it is , 
of all those tested, the simplest to set up and 
operate. (Competition Electronics will repair 
or replace bullet damaged units for a flat fee 
of $25 plus shipping.) 

All you have to do is put it on a camera 
tripod , turn it on and shoot. In order to do 
anything more than record the individual shot 
values you must pass your hand over the start 
screen and the unit will then display the 
number of shots and their average. The unit 
performs no statistical calculations. It sells 
for $169.95 (less batteries) and an optional 
remote control (to activate the average func­
tion) is available for $30. 

The Pro-Tach Classic is a newer product 
that follows the more conventional style of 
having the screens and chronograph as sepa­
rate units. Unlike the others, the screens 
come pre-mounted on a bar that is equipped 
with a bracket (3' screen spacing) to allow 
mounting on a camera tripod. The Classic is 
also more sophisticated electronically and 
will display: average velocity, high and low 
velocity, extreme spread, standard deviation 
and up to 24 individual shot values. The unit 
can perform calculations based on up to 211 
shots, but only the first 24 can be edited 
although all stored values will be used in the 
statistical calculations. It sells for $219. 95 
(less batteries). 

OEHLER RESEARCH 
The Oehler Model 33 Chronotach has 

been on the market well over ten years and is 
the granddaddy of those tested . It is the indus­
try standard for hobby chronographs. It's one 
of those good news, bad news things. The 
good news is that it is a tested , proven design 
that is accurate and reliable. The bad news is 
that the technology is aging and it's relatively 
expensive. 

I don't think anyone will argue that 
Oehler's Skyscreen III is a superior product, 
but the mounting system is a little awkward . 
While most others use a camera tripod , 
Oehler screens are mounted on a piece of 
electrical conduit supported by two pho­
tographic light stands. The Model 33 has a 
"forget button" to eliminate a questionable 
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velocity from consideration, but this must be 
done at the time the shot is fired , for it does 
not possess review capability. The Oehler's 
other failing is the display which, unlike the 
other two that use liquip crystal displays, uses 
the older LED (light emitting diode) type. 
The numbers are small and difficult to read if 
bright sunlight is falling on them. The display 
shows the current velocity and shot number 
and presents all the statistical information 
when the "Summary" button is pushed. It 
sells for $380 complete with mounting 
stands, skyscreens and diffusers. 

PACT INC. 
The PACT Precision Chronograph is, at 

$199 complete with screens, the least expen­
sive of the units tested , although the screen 
mounting bracket (a $24 option which estab­
lishes a 2' spacing) pushes the unit cost to 
$223 plus shipping. All their units have a 
lifetime warranty. 

The display is the most informative, for it 
shows the shot number, velocity and running 
average velocity (updated with each shot). It 
will store over 300 shots in memory and 
these may be reviewed and edited at will. As 
long as the unit is not reset , all the shots are 
there. 

The 300 shot feature sounds good but 
probably isn't particularly important - few 
people shoot 300 shot groups. It is important, 
though, that these values can be edited after 
shooting is done and, since the individual 
shot values can be reviewed , you don't have 
to stop shooting to write them down. This 
feature probably won't matter to someone 
who chronographs small numbers of shots, 
but for someone who does a lot of shooting it 
can be invaluable. You burn an awful lot of 
time putting the gun down, picking up the 
pencil, etc. 

The latest advance from PACT is an 
optional wireless, battery powered printer. It 
is the utmost in convenience for it will print 
all the statistical information as well as each 
shot value. The permanent record means you 
never have to stop to write anything down. 
You can't imagine how much time this saves if 
you develop a lot of loads. All you do is 
shoot, press "Review" twice and start loading 
magazines. As the printer does its thing, 
watch the results and if there's one that doesn't 
seem right , it can be edited and the amended 
result printed as well. All you have to do is jot 
down the load information and there's room 
on the paper for that as well. 

Of course you pay for this convenience, 
but if it is something that you need, the cost is 
not prohibitive. There's a $25 charge for the 
printer driver that's installed in the chrono­
graph and the printer itself is $125 . Extra 
paper is $12 for six rolls. PACT is also offer­
ing a Mark III version of their timer with the 
chrono/printer option. 

All the units tested do what they're sup­
.t\.posed to with more than enough 
accuracy for practical purposes. There's been 
some mud slinging within the industry lately 
(there'll probably be more as competition 

I ha ve 40 yea rs ex pe ri e nce re pairing and building a ll types of sporting 
fir earms. Compl ete fa ciliti es for the ty pe of work th a t is requ ired. 

Combat • Pin shooting • Target • Silhouett e 

COLT FACTO RY WARRANTEE SERVI CE CENTER 
HI GH STANDARD SPEC IALIST - ALL MODELS 
SMITH & WESSON REVOLVER IMPROVEMENTS 

A one mnn shop th at cares, and a shoot e r who knows what th e se rious 
shoote r wants. Satisfaction Assured. Price List $1.00 . 

CAMPBELL H. IRWIN GUNSMITH 
Hartla nd Blvd .. East Hart land. Conn . 

Te l. (203) 653-3901 Zip 06027 

EAGLE GRIPS 
ART JEWEL ENTERPRISES, LTD. 
EXOTIC HAND·CARVED 

ROSEWOOD GRIPS 
FOR YOUR REDHAWK 
We offer the largest selection of ivory, 
mother-of-pearl, horn, stag, rosewood and 
ebony grips for most production handguns. 
* Custom kn ife hand les, presentation cases and 

matching accessories al so available. 

Send $1 for catalog or ca/1312-260-0400 

DEPT AH, 460 RANDY ROAD 
CAROL STREAM, IL 60188 

•3995 
plus $3.50 

shpg & hdlg 

QUADRA-LOK lltm 
COMPETITION BARREL SYSTEMS 

DROP-IN ACCURACY 
FOR THE .45 

5" & 6" 
Brl s. 

CENTAUR ADJUSTABLE 
SLIDE STOP - A totally 

Oversized 
lug 

new approach to 

Pivot 
band 

cEntauR systErns. me . 
Suite 114/ 15127 NE 24th 
Redmond, WA 98052-5530 
(206) 392-8472 

Spec ial ly 
machined 
slide stop 

$194. 90 
(K its include 
Brl., Slide 
Stop & Buffered 
Recoi l System) (comp. version) 

2.5 oz 
Comp. 

*Prices start at $144.95. 

Send $1.00 for Brochure 
and Operating Principles. 
Dealer Pricing A va1lable ., 
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Smallest, 
most 

compact 
Chronograph 

on the market. 
At your favorite 

gun store. 

CHRONOGRAPH 
Only a handful, 

but what a handful! 
Less than 21k lbs 

4" x 21/2 " x 71/a" 

BREAKTHROUGH 
in technology, price and performance 

Available in gun stores! 
Suggested Retail sa9.95 

• Made of 20 gauge steel. 
• Veloc ity range from 70 ft/s to 9,999 ft /s. 
• Accuracy : better than 99 .5%. 
• Extra large LCD readout: s· · high 
• Model " F" for ft / s readout. 

Model " M" for metric mi s. 
• Now your shooting cronies will ask you the 

questions and you will have all the answers. 
• " Chrony " completes your reloading 

equipment needs at an affordable price 
• Do you want to know what your reloads and 

factory loads are doing to your groups? Get 
a " Chrony " ! 

• Comes with a 3 year warranty. but wi ll last 
you a lifetime. 

• Now your " Chrony " can go with you 
anywhere . Just unfold. mount onto tripod 
(or place on a table). insert skyscreens and 
shoot in less than two minutes! 

• Specially developed integrated circui try by 
Motorola made miniaturizat ion poss ib le. 

• Designed to work under windy conditions. 
• As for accuracy. reliabili ty, ease of operation 

and warranty, " Chrony" is as good or better 
than the compet it ion. You be the judgei 

• Haven't you done without a " Chrony " 
long enough? 

Ask you r Dealer or wri te to 
Shooting Chrony Inc . AH-1188 
PO Box 101, LPO 
Niagara Fal ls, N.Y., 14304 

Name 
Address __ _ 
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increases) and this prompted me to compare 
the Pro-Tach Classic, Oehler Model 33 and 
PACT PC. I have a lot of Federal Champion 
.22 long rifle ammo that is reserved for refer­
ence use and I fired 20 shot strings with this 
ammo over all the units from a S&W Model 
41. This is my reference gun and the com­
bination has delivered around UOO fps for 
years over a number of different chrono­
graphs. I was fortunate to have two Oehler 
Model 33s, so I set them for two and four foot 
screen spacings and measured the same 20 
rounds at both settings. Here are the results : 

PACT (2 ') Pro:fach (3') 
AVG. I 098 I 073 
HI 1146 11 34 
LO 10 19 995 
ES 127 134 
SD 29 32 

Note: ES = extreme spread 
SD= standard deviation 

Oehler (2 ' ) 
1098 
1135 
1030 
I05 
24 

Oehler (4') 
1111 
1147 
1043 
104 
24 

Screen spacing is shown in parentheses. 
I then set up all three units, one behind 

the other, and fired a ten shot string of PMC 
Zapper .22 long rifles through a 4" S&W Kit 
Gun. There were no missed readings and the 
statistical summary looks like this: 

PACT (2 ') Oehler (4') Pro-Tach (3') 
AVG. 964 998 962 
HI 989 !023 985 
LO 92 1 955 9 19 
ES 68 68 66 
SD 22 24 2 1 

One would expect that, since the distance 
from the muzzle was different for each 
chronograph , this might have shown a 
slightly lower velocity from the unit farthest 
away (Pro-Tach) and that might be true but, 
since it agrees within 2 fps with the closest 
unit (PACT) I doubt that it matters. I think 
that it's interesting that in both tests neither 
chronograph had exactly the same average 
velocity but they agree quite well on both 
standard deviation and extreme spread. 

One of the biggest problems with hobby 
chronographs is the effect the variations of 
ambient light levels have on skyscreens. 
Strong, direct sunlight is a real killer, for the 
light falling on the screens is so bright that 
they simply can't detect the small change that 
the bullet's passage causes. There's been a lot 
of talk about the use of glint shields with 
chronographs lately and both the Oehler and 
Pro-Tach units come with them. The Oehler 
unit is furnished with an arrangement that 
reminds me of venetian blinds with a piece of 
translucent plastic. Again, this is cumber­
some but is almost mandatory if the unit is 
used in bright sunlight. 

The Pro-Tach uses a much s impler 
arrangement to accomplish the same thing, 
although it does seem to restrict the area over 
which shots can be measured . This isn't 
entirely bad, for consistent shot placement is 
a great asset in accuracy. 

PACT has taken a different approach and 
compensates for variations in Light levels 
through an electronic circuit that functions 
much in the manner of a camera's automatic 
exposure system. But cloudless skies and a 
high sun angle can play havoc with any 
chronograph whose screens aren't shielded 
somehow. 

There's also some discussion about how far 

# 1AT·R 

MILT SPARKS 
BOX 187 

* IDAHO CITY, IDAHO 83631 * 
(208) 392-6695 

HANDCRAFTED HOLSTERS 
AND BELTS FOR SERIOUS 
HANDGUNNERS, 
FEATURING PRACTICAL 
DESIGNS FOR 
COMPETITION AND 
CONCEALMENT. 

SEND $2.00 FOR OUR 
BROCHURE. 

INTERNATIONAL SHOOTISTS INC. 

"LIFE WITHOUT FEAR" ~ 

. ·~ S Lt UtttNl>t 

·~'> $10.95 Ii .. • 
~ - ., ., 

·r .".l' 
" LIFE WITHOUT FEAR" 

.. 
MIKE OAlTON1ndMICllEY fOWUR 

Soft Cover 

$16.95 
Hard Cover 

$24.95Hard. 
Autographed 
and Numbered 

World champion handgun shooters Mickey 
Fowler and Mike Dalton teach you how and 

when to shoot Enhance your ability to 
survive. Areas covered: safely • marksmanship 

tactics • legal • women • technique. crime 
guns and equipment • ammunition .1 so photos. 

t•f.i•1DRY-FIRE KITS tl§l1 
PRACTICE AT HOME 

IMPROVE YOUR SKILLS-$3.95 
Add $2.00 per book or $1.00 per kit Money order. 

Visa and MasterCard shipped immed iately. 
Persona l checks allow 3 weeks for delivery. 

CA residents add 6 V2% sales tax. 

CLASSES FORMING 
Courses in both self-defense or competition are 

available. These international experts and Combat 
Masters wil l teach you Io fire fast control led shots. 

with the mental conditioning to obtain pin-po int 
accuracy, and fulfill you r personal goals! 

Send $2.00 for complete 12 page 
Brochure and Information Packet to: 

""""'""" .. """"' '" 
DEPARTMENT A.H. 

P.O. BOX 5254 MISSION HILLS, CA 91345 
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Attention! 
SHOOTIST SUPPLY 
wants to help you with your 
practical shooting needs. 

1. The supplies and accesso­
ries that work and will make 
you a better shooter. 

E•tended Sat1m - Bhle Of SS S18.50 
Ambtde11ttous Salties • Colt 53.00 

Swenson 66.00 
Ex!ended Sltde Release 19.50 
W1lson·Dwvet Group GnPPUf · Gov't 25.96 

Comm 31.95 
Wollf variabte rate sp1ing lut 7.'6J 
Pachmavr thumb guard 17.00 
Std-bull lw/ springl 8 .35 
Bulls only t6-packl 6.36 
MMC Fnced Sighls (whiteoul lioe and bar cross) 32.00 
Bo Mar Ad1us1ab6e sighls 49.95 
Wichita Ad1ustable sight 49.96 
Beaver -tall gt1p Sattev · Coll 25.00 

Wilson 23.00 
Long Match Tnggers 10.40 

w / J hghtnmg holes 16.50 
Magazmes · Colt - Blue 18.50 

Wilson · SS 24.95 
Flal Ma1nspnng housing CoU • eked 25.00 

Pach 14.00 
Colt Barrel & Bushmg sets 54.50 
Colt Commandef Hammers 18.50 
MICrO bush1ng3 9.50 
Ex1ended Recoil Spring Gutdff 28.00 
Bianchi - 50 P ..a.OO 

50 P lor Compensalor 49.50 
A~1ns Avenger 32.00 

Rogers tdaho reloader 13.00 
Roger E-Z load 8.36 
Bianch1 Chpgrip 20.50 
8 1anch1 L1ghtmng grips 22 .00 
Pachmayr gr 1ps 17 .50 
Shoo11ng Siar 8rd. mags - S1anda1d 18.96 
Compe1111on - w / pad 22.50 

SS Como - 1ns1atled, blued and 1es1 fired on your gun. 
IWrne tor complete 1nto1ma11on I $195 00 

If you don't see whot you want, give us a caH 

- chances are we have It, or wlll get It! 

******************** 
FREE CATALOG UPON REQUEST 

******************** 
2. Modifications · and custom­
izing at reasonable prices with 
reasonable delivery --- all with 
our guarantee of satisfaction. 
See the Nov-Dec issue of 

"American Handgunner". 

3. Our new Black-hard chrome 
"Black Gard" --- a first in the 
industry. Allows you the pro­
tection of chrome without the 
glare . Call or write for details . 

Forward cornet remittance in cHh, check or M.0 ., 
along with 10~ or S2.50 postage to: 

SHOOTIST SUPPLY 
622 5th 

Belle Fourche, SD 57717 

C .O.D .'s Welcome - or call your 
Visa or Mastercharge orders to: 

!l!TOLLFREE!I! 
1-800-654-5985 

apart skyscreens should be for best results. 
Among the units tested this ranges from two 
to four feet. While it is true that a larger 
separation may offer some improvement in 
accuracy the gain is going to be small and the 
longer spacings require more elaborate set­
ups. A few years ago, ten feet seemed to be a 
"standard" but today units operate at as little 
as one foot with good results. 

Both the Oehler and PACT units allow the 
user to select from a number of preset dis­
tances and the PACT Mk. III can be pro­
grammed to almost any distance. The use of 
higher clock speeds within the electronics of 
the unit has made the effect of spacing less 
important. One suggested rule of thumb is to 
use one foot of separation per 1000 fps of 
expected velocity and for a nitpicker this is 
probably a good idea but, I've measured rifle 
velocities of over 3500 fps at both two and 
four foot separations and can't say that there 
was any significant difference. Both averages 
agreed within 10 fps and I think the conveni­
ence of the shorter spacings offsets any the­
oretical gain in accuracy. 

After using all three chronographs for this 
test , and a lot more shooting I won't bore you 
with, I conclude that they do just what they're 
supposed to. The comparative accuracy of 
one chronograph versus the other isn't some­
thing the average shooter is likely to be wor­
ried about. Velocity is, after all , a relative 
sort of thing. There will always be some 
degree of error, no matter how small , within 
the chronograph, but since the combined 
variance of the firearm/ammunition system 
is so much greater these really aren't cause 
for too much concern. Instead, the individual 
shooter can concentrate on producing 
reloaded ammunition that is as consistent as it 
can be using measuring equipment that 
best suits his own ~ 
shooting needs. ~ 

THE AYOOB FILES 
Cominued from page 42 

him, and the tailfinned white sedan lashes 
sideways into the driveway of a frame house 
that is almost hidden by the trees. As he jerks 
the wheel to pull in behind the suspect, stand­
ing on his own brakes, the trooper sees his 
headlights play upon a creek just behind the 
house. 

He's out of the car now, ready to go for his 
gun if he has to. The driver of the car bounds 
from the left front seat, stocky and powerful 
looking in a heavy overcoat. Gorrell can see 
he's a black man , about five feet nine and 
maybe 50 or 60 years old . It's already appar­
ent that he can move with surprising speed. 
But his hands are in sight, and Gorrell leaves 
his four-inch stainless Smith & Wesson 
Model 66 Combat Magnum in its holster. 

Then the driver yeUs, "Sic 'em!" 
The Doberman Pinscher explodes from 

the back seat, a deadly brown projectile, 
fangs bared. GorreU's hand closes over the 
checkered, oversize wooden stocks of the 
Combat Magnum . It's not a big Dobe, maybe 
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* THE ULTIMATE GRIP * 
GOOD FOR MORE THAN 

JUST HOLDING ON 

The STREETLOADER "·' grip packs six 
.38/357 backup rounds securely. Dual 
durometer ABS thermoplastic fits your hand 
with the non-slip, semi-soft feel you demand 
in a custom , working handgun grip . The 
STREETLOADER "·' grip makes topping off 
quick and easy. It 's jamproof' Load 1, 2, or 
3 at once. For pl ain clothes or off duty use , 
forget a bulky speedloader or dump pouch. 
Yet , it 's speedloader relieved. Fits all S & 

W square and round butt , K and L frames. 
Suggested retail $38. 50. See your dealer. 
If unavailable, please write for more informa­
tion. Made 100% in the USA. 

( STREETLOADER™) 

Logan Security Products Company 
Box 16206 Columbu s, Ohio 43216 
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Handgun 
Hunter's 

Dream ... 
SCOPE-SITE " ' scope mount 
systems make handgun hunting 
dreams come true. When game 
suddenly flushes too quickly or too 
close-in to use your scope, you've 
got accuracy insurance with a set of 
super high visibility Millett Sights 
on top of your scope mounts! 

With that blaze orange front 
ramp and white outline rear sight 
blade, the sight picture's right there 
- and your trophy's in the bag! We 
make SCOPE-SITE "' mounts for 
Contender, Redhawk, Colt, and 
Dan Wesson revolvers - and even 
Remington 870 & 1100 shotguns. 
No drill & tap - installs in 
minutes . About $40-73 per set. 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED. 

(714) 842. 5575 ------.... .-------
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60 pounds, still a pup. He'll shoot it if he has 
to, but there is time for him to think, "Don't 
let me have to kill this beautiful animal." 

Perhaps something passes between the 
gentle trooper and the powerful dog. A 
mutual understanding of respective duty, or 
maybe a reciprocal realization that it is not a 
killing situation. We know only that at this 
moment, the dog freezes a few feet away 
from Gorrell. Probably, it is simply that the 
dog is not yet "hard-trained." 

The trooper is now free to turn his atten­
tion to the original quarry. The bulky man is 
loping toward the frame house. "I want to talk 
to you for a minute," the trooper yells, but 
there's no response. Gorrell sprints after him, 
jumping up onto the porch and catching him 
by the shoulder. He can feel the power of the 
muscular man beneath the heavy coat . . . 
and he can smell an overpowering odor of 
alcohol. 

The big trooper places his hand lightly on 
the man's arm. He knows a powerful grab 
panics some people, and he senses this might 
be one. Gorrell says in an even voice, "We're 
going to jail." 

The suspect replies instantly, 'Tm not goin' 
anywhere with yuh!" He jerks his arm out of 
the trooper's grasp, and the fight is on . 

Gorrell weighs 2!0 pounds. He figures the 
shorter, older man must weigh the same, 
because his strength is incredible. They go to 
the ground , rolling. Finally Gorrell gets the 
suspect's left arm up behind his back and the 
man says 'l\ll right, I give up." 

The trooper takes him at his word . He and 
the suspect get to their feet, Gorrell still 
holding the man's arm in a firm but gentle 
hammerlock restraint. He begins to walk the 
man back toward the Kentucky State Police 
car. 

And then it happens. 
The older man pivots with a violent, twist­

ing movement, tearing himself away from 
the big grey-clad trooper. He darts a couple 
of fast steps away, and then spins to face the 
startled policeman. And at that moment the 
world goes into slow motion for the trooper, 
because he sees the older man's right hand 
come up out of his waistband holding an ugly, 
short barrel , blue steel revolver. 

"It seemed as if all the time in the world 
had condensed right there," Gorrell would 
say later as he described the tachypsychia 
effect (slow motion sensation) that occurs in 
the majority of life-threatening incidents. 

Slowly the gun came up. Slowly it pointed 
at the trooper. Slowly, the index finger came 
back on the trigger. 

The blast of the shot was explosive, deaf­
ening. Incredibly, at a range of three feet , it 
missed Gorrell, but the blast jarred him loose 
from the reverie oftachypsychia, "galvanized 
him into action" as he would say later. 

There was no time to draw and fire. The 
trigger was already coming back again. 
There was no cover. Instead, the trooper 
lunged forward, bumping heavily into the 
gunman as the second shot went off. · 

That bullet, too, roared harmlessly off into 
the night woods. There was time for Gorrell 
to realize that if hetl stayed in position trying 
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DUNK-KIT 
THE FAST, EASY WAY TO 

CLEAN YOUR GUN!! 

Dunk-Kit c leans out malfunction causing c1ud 
and fouling. 

Dunk-Kit c leans. lubricates and displaces 
moisture al l in one easy operation. 

• Dunk-Kit is reusable and should last for 
years. 

Dunk-Kit loosens light lead ing allowing it to 
be b rushed out of bo res. 
Dunk-Kit is a lso id eal for cleaning and 
protecting small parts, reels, cycle c hains 
o r almost anything . 

Dunk-Kit is available in % gal., w. gal. and 
large 4 gal. sizes. 

• Ounce far ounce, Dunk-Kit is the lea st 
expensive cleaner on the market. 

send SJ ($6 outside US.A J for more inlormotion on Dunk·Kil and o 
complete catalog ot custom hor.dgun mod1flcotions and ports. 

CYLINDER & SLIDE SHOP, INC. 
P.O. Box 937 
Fremont, NE 68025 
Ph.: (402) 721 -4277 

ESPIONAGE LEATHER 
TM 

SHOULDER 
HOLSTER 

• Worn 
by Agents 
From Paris to Is­
tanbul , Berlin to 
Macau & New York to LA "1IJlll!~!ii 

. , This Is The SLEEK, 
FAST COMFORTABLE RIG 
FOR YOU-AND IT'S HIGHLY CONCEALABLE 
•HOLSTER & SUPERWIDE " SPY" HARNESS Are 
Made From HAND-SELECTED TEXAS COWHIDE, 
ALL TOP-GRAIN LEATHER - NO ELASTIC 
• Special Angled Harness Doesn' t Bind Under Ei ther 
Arm 
· Holster Has Optional Tie-Down Strap (No Need For 
A Trouser Belt To Wear Our Rig) 
• FITTED TO YOUR SPECIFIC AUTO or REVOLVER 
•HANDMADE IN TEXAS BY OUR MASTER 
HOLSTER MAKERS 
• Our Holsters Are WORN BY AGENTS & COM MAN· 
DOES In More Than 21 Countries 

The Best Continues 
• PRICES: 4" barrels or under $84.95 (•J~.~v~~;>k• 

4V•" Thru 6Vi' barrels $94.95 
7" Thru 8Vi' barrels $104.95 

(Lef t Handed Models- NO EXTRA CHARGE) 

COLOR CATALOG S3.00. Please add 5% to total of order fo r 
shipping & ins. in Cont. U.S.-ALASKA , HI , APO - Add 
10%- FOREIGN -Add 25%. 
DEALERS -Send S3.00 & F.F. L. for Catalog 

CREDIT CARD ORDERS (51 2) 697-8900 
Send check M.0 ., VISA or M.C. to: 

CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 
P.O. Box 100724 , Dept. AH1 1San Antonio, TX 78201 

Beware of Cheap Imitations 

to draw from his duty holster, that bullet 
would have torn through the middle of his 
body before he could clear leather. 

Instinct melded with training. Seek protec­
tion. The nearest cover was a stone wall. 
Gorrell dove for it. 

T he scene was now pitch blackness save 
fo r the eerie glow of the cruiser's head­

lamps. Gorrell was behind the stone wall 
now, the Combat Magnum up and ready in 
his big right hand . He crouched behind the 
pile of rocks, the knees flexed deep. His 
opponent was invisible. They were playing a 
lethal game of cat and mouse, and he wasn't 
sure which of them was which. 

His hand groped for the fl ashlight at his 
belt, found it, withdrew it. He hesitated to 
turn it on. He knew if he couldn't find his 
antagonist immediately the light would give 
away his own position and draw fire. Flash­
lights are great for searching unknown areas, 
but useless for moments like this. 

Well , a lmost useless. Go rrell heard a 
movement up ahead of him , near the two 
parked cars. He thought it was the man with 
the revolver. If the man could find him and 
see him and outflank him, the hard cover of 
the stone wall would be useless. Besides, the 
trooper knew, hel:I have to come up and over 
the wall , exposing his head and a good part of 
his body, to get off a shot of his own. The 
darkness that concealed him seemed a better 
ally, but that would last only as long as the 
gunman didn't know where he was. 

Unless the gunman could be fooled ... 
Another step in the darkness. Gorrell was 

more convinced now that he knew where his 
opponent was, and his plan fo rmulated itself 
instantly. He set the flashlight silently on the 
ground , its globe pointed toward where hetl 
heard the sound . Then, in a single move­
ment, he pressed the button that locked the 
light on, and sprang away toward the side and 
into the deeper darkness. 

The powerful police fl ashlight lanced 
through the gloom and toward the darkened 
shadows by the white Chev role t fro m 
whence the sound of movement had come. 
The beam illuminated a chunky fi gure 
crouching behind the hood of the Chevy, the 
stubby black gun in his left hand . Gorrell saw 
the man swing the revolver from where he'd 
seen the trooper disappear over the wall, 
toward the suddenly-glowing flashlight. The 
man was exposed over the hood from the 
chest up. 

As Gorrell came into firing position, he 
experienced a flashback to a training film hel:I 
seen in the police academy, a film that had 
told the cops that they'd never have time to 
aim their gun, only time to point and fire. His 
stainless . 357 extended toward the target, and 
in the last instant Gorrell remembers the 
thought , ' 'Aim for the left chest, fo r the 
heart." 

He did. And he pulled the trigger. 
The cartridges in the Model 66 were, like 

the gun, department issue. Remington 125 
grain hollowpoint .357 Magnum with scal­
loped copper half-jackets. The muzzle blast 
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It's a whole New Generation 
of side lever cocking, fixed 
barrel, magnum airguns, 
that will deliver in the power 
department. Ideal for sil­
houette shooting and rodent/ 
pest control, both models 
available in calibers .177 
and .22. 

Total Length: 43" 
Barrel Length: 17" 
Weight: 8314 lbs. 
Trigger Pull: 3.30 lbs. 
Cocking Effort: 33.06 lbs. 

ALL RWS DIANA AIRGUNS 
ARE PROTECTED BY A 
LIFETIME WARRANTY 

Introducing 
The NEW 
Club Pellet. 
Suitable 
for target _ 
and informal ~ 

shooting. '""',,-:._ 
THE RWS FAMILY OF 
HIGH QUALITY PELLETS 

FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

"~\l:°' RWS MEISTERKUGELN 
.. \\\ FOR TARGET SHOOTING 

~ RWS SUPERPOtNT FOR 
PENETRATION 

~ RWS SUPER H POINT 
~ FOR EXPANSION 

. ~ ' · RWS SUPER DOME FOR 
~ KNOCKDOWN POWER 
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HIGH QUALITY-LOW COST 
25% MORE COMPACT 
(Most Comfortable To Wear Of 
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All Speedloader Cases) 
Durable-Manufactured of 

Dupont Hytrel® 

BLACK- TAN-BROWN 
PLAIN OR BASKETWEAVE 

See Your Local Gun Dealer 

(HKS). 
HKS Products, Inc. 

7841 Foundation Drive 
Florence, KY 41042 

of the powerful load lit up the scene like a 
strobe, forever etching the final moment of 
the deadly duel in the mind of Trooper Earl 
Gorrell. 

The bullet went high right from point of 
aim, entering near the outside edge of the 
suspect's left shoulder. It spun through the 
heavy coat fabric at a velocity of more than 
1400 feet per second and impacted the flesh 
of the shoulder, the soft lead nose mushroom­
ing on contact with the muscle. The bony 
complex of the shoulder shattered under the 
bullet's force, sending countless tiny shards of 
skeletal shrapnel whirling through the adja­
cent muscles, nerves, and blood vessels. 

The bullet mushroomed farther as it went, 
peeling back the pre-cut copper jacket until 
the slug was more than twice its original 
width as the shockwaves that followed its 
path ripped open capillaries and nerve end­
ings. At last, having passed through less than 
three inches of human tissue, the bullet 
exploded out through the back of the shoulder 
and tore through the coat, seeking its final 
resting place in the dark forest behind the 
gunman. The exit hole it left in its wake was 
more than an inch in diameter. 

Earl Gorrell knew nothing of that. He 
couldn't. All he knew was that in the hellish 
orange glow of the giant muzzle blast, heti 
seen the gunman jerk backward as if side­
kicked by a karate master and topple onto his 
back, down behind the car. He landed with a 
sickeningly heavy thud . Gorrell saw him 
writhe for a moment as if he was trying to 
crawl under the Chevy . . . and then the body 
of the gunman went limp. 

The echo of the Magnum's blast died away 
into the forest, leaving behind it a ghostly 
silence. Even the dog had disappeared . But 
Gorrell knew that the man who had tried to 
murder him seconds before was still armed 
and dangerous. 

M oving back into the deep concealment 
of darkness, the trooper worked his 

way around the scene in a wide circle until he 
came up behind his cruiser. After he radioed 
headquarters and advised of the situation , he 
described another backward moving circle 
through the darkness to find his flashlight 
again, then moved to a different cover posi­
tion by the stone wall , and waited. 

Seven minutes later, Trooper Paul Johnson 
arr ived , taking a position to cover the 
downed gunman. One more minute and 
Trooper Terry Clancy was at the scene, leap­
frogging forward to join Gorrell as they 
moved in on the suspect with Johnson cover­
ing from a safe angle of fire that didn't 
endanger his brother officers. 

The suspect, who had been unconscious 
most of the time, now came to groggy 
wakefulness and crawled out from behind the 
fender where he'd been lying. He managed to 
get his back to the wall of the frame house in a 
sitting position. Clancy covered him across 
the hood of the Chevy with his own drawn 
.357 as Gorrell shouted, "Where's the gun? 
Throw it out and let us help you." There was 
no response. 

The right hand was visibly empty but the 
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DOUBLE "45" MAG 
HOLDERS 

$12.95 Plus Postage 

VISA OR MC Accepted 
Immediate Shipment 
Lifetime Guarantee 

Dupont Hytrel® 
Form Fitting - Holds Shape 

Black or Brown Non Fade 
Built In Lubricity 

Resists Temperature Extremes 

MILT SPARKS 
BOX 187 

+ IDAHO CITY , IDAHO 83631 * 
(200) 392-8695 

Dealer Inquiries Welcome 
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COMPETITION 
SHOTGUNS 

The ultimate in 
dependable firepower ! 

Tanks Rifle Shop 
offers U.S.P.S.A. 
and l.P.S.C. 
competition proven 
conversions of: 
•REMINGTON 1100 
•REMINGTON 870 
•BROWNING AUTO 5 • 
•HK BENELL/ 

• For more information , send $3 forour 
complete illustrated price list. 

Competition-proven, match grade 
modifications for MIA/M-14 rif les also 
available. AU work performed by Jon 
Tank, USAMU and Rock Island Armory 
trained specialist. 

~zm~ 
RIFLE SHOP 
P.O. Box474 
Fremont, NE 68025 
Ph: (402) 727-1317 

M-F 4:00 PM to 8:00 PM CST 0 
'---~~~~~~~~~~~~----'• 
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CONVERT-A- PELL 

~ri?' 
Convert your favorite handgun. .380 to 45 LC. 
to shoot inexpensive pellet ammunition! 

See at your local dealer or order direct 
$39.95 plus $1.75 shipping and handling 

ii) I JETT & CD., INC. I lZl 
R.R.#3 Box 167-B • Litchfield. IL 62056 

Telephone (217) 324-3779 

-~!~~~~~PLIES 
Rogers Holsters-

Steel Challenge 6" .... . .. . . . Brown $52.20 
Combat Assault Colt 45 . . . . . . .Brown $56.56 
Cup Challenge Slab barrel 6" . . ..... $56.56 
Double Mag pouch . . . . .. . . Brown $17 .95 
Idaho Reloader Adj . . . . . . .. Brown $12.95 
Rogers Comp. Belt W/Buckle . ... . Brown $37.45 
E-Z Loader .. .. . . . . . . ... ..... . .. . . . $ 6.25 
Nylond Bushing Wrench Colt 45 ... . . .. . $ 2. 75 
Safariland Loader Holder ..... . .. Brown $14.35 
(Model 333-Specify Kor L Frame) 
Safariland Comp II Speedloader . .. . .... $ 5.55 
(Colt P/S&W L-Frame/S&W K-Frame) 
Wilson Rogers Match Mag 7 Rd. SS . . .. $20.35 
PACH MAYR 
Gripper Professional S&W KIL Frame . . $14.40 
Sig Grips Colt 45 . . . $15.20 
Bumper Kit 45. . . . .... .. . . $ 9.90 
Slide Stop 45 . . . . . . . . . . . . $25.60 
Thumb Guard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $12.15 
45 Magazines . . . . . . . . •.. . $15.65 
Main Spring Housing . . . . . . .. ... $ 9.60 

We accept MasterCard, Visa, Cashier's Checks or 
Money Orders. Include $3.50 for Shipping and Han­
dling fees. (VA . residents add 4.5% Sales Tax .) 
Phone Orders 9:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. , Mon.-Fri. EST. Card 
users please include card number, Exp. Date, Signature 
& Phone No. 

GUHSLIHGER SHOOTING & POLICE SUPPLIES 
P.O. Box249 

Gate City, VA. 24251 
(703) 386-3321 

Senti For Free 1988 
Reloading ~~~~' 
C11t11log! .. I,,_ 
Redding now 
manufactures 

RM·• 
products. 

c1.iior , 
Write No~· 

f!EDDINGI 
RELOADING EOUIPIVIENT 

1089 Starr Rd., Cortland, N .Y. 13045 
Phone 6071753-3331 

left, which had last held the .38, was hidden 
from view. Gorrell kept talking, holding the 
man's attention, as Clancy crept around the 
side of the Chevy and then lunged for the 
suspect, pinning the potentially deadly left 
hand under his Wellington boot as he levelled 
his Model 66 on the gunman, out of reach of 
the suspect's other hand. 

It was over. The suspect's revolver, an RG 
.38 Special containing two fired casings and 
live rounds in the rest of the cylinder, had 
skidded under the front wheel of the car when 
Gorrell shot its owner. The three troopers 
secured the suspect and were giving him first 
aid when the ambulance pulled in behind 
their cruisers. 

Gorrell knows now the importance of 
handcuffing a resisting suspect as soon 

as he has been subdued. The harnmerlock­
type armlock transport is easily escaped by 
someone who knows what he's doing. Gor­
rell's attacker had a decades-long history of 
violence, prison time, and association with 
the hardest criminal elements. The sequence 
is subdue, handcuff, search, and transport. 

GorrelJ would say of the incident later, 
"Something I had never thought would hap­
pen to me was happening now, and I could 
scarcely believe it." This "It Won't Happen To 
Me" syndrome has been the causative factor 
in uncounted deaths of police officers. Gor­
rell survived partly because he had good 
reflexes, and partly because he had the sus­
pect by the dominant left arm when the 
encounter began and the suspect was appar­
ently unfamiliar with weak-hand shooting 
when he fired the first two shots right-handed 
at Gorrell. Note that the left-handed suspect 
had switched the gun to his dominant hand by 
the time Gorrell shot him down. 

The trooper's use of his flashlight as a 
decoy certainly worked this time, but some 
tacticians would argue it. The various "flash­
light and gun" techniques are designed pri­
marily for search of potentially contaminated 
premises or for instant reaction against attack 
in the dark (depending on which technique 
you use) , not for use against a suspect who is 
known to be there and armed and is known to 
be trying to get a fix on your position. Gor­
rell's gamble paid off, but he'll tell you can­
didly that the trick he used with the flashlight 
was just that: a gamble. 

The involved officer is grateful that the 
shot he fired neutralized his attacker without 
killing him. At the same time, he was con­
cerned that he hit his opponent in the shoul­
der when he was aiming for the heart. With 
the 20/20 hindsight of the Monday-morning 
quarterback, we can see three reasons why 
the trooper's single bullet went slightly awry, 
high and to the shooter's right. 

In 1980, when the shooting went down , 
Kentucky State Police did not encourage 
custom grips on issue service revolvers. Gor­
rell's factory-stocked K-frame was designed 
for the average male hand by Smith & 
Wesson in 1899. At 210 pounds and well over 
six-foot, the trooper in question had a pro­
portionally larger-than-average hand that 
would cause the trigger to extend too far into 
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Tough Guys, 
Tough Guns, 
Tough Grips 
Even tough guys get sweaty hands. 
And when they do, they're plenty 
glad to have those beautiful, black 
rubber, steel-reinforced Pachmayr® 

Sig· 
Sauer 

grips on their 
sidearm. The 

no-slip grip. 
Now avail-

able for two 
tough guns -
the Sig-Sauer 
P226 9mm 

P226 semi-auto 
Signature · (Signature 
tor mo Grip P226) 
and the Ruger GP JOO revolver 
(Gripper Grip GP-G). See your retailer 
or send $2 for a 
color catalog. 
And if your gun 
doesn't have 
a Pachmayr 
grip, 
that's 
easy 
to fix. 

summer ·sa: 
Compac' 
for GP·IOO 

Soon: Sure Grips for Colt Mustang & Uama .45 

The Champion's Choice 
1875 S. Mountain Ave., Dept AH-11 
Monrovia, CA 91016 (818) 357-7771 
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PULL THE TRIGGER 
ON EXCITEMENT 

SSK HAND CANNONS 

For Superior Performance when 
you w ish to reach out and touch 

something. 

Specializing in: 
14 to 58 Caliber Contenders 

Custom Scope installations for hunting 
handguns, heavyweight bullet molds, 
arrestor muzzle brakes. exotic finishes. 
Please call or write for price quote or turther mformat1on. 
If writing, send two First Class postage stamps. 

SSK INDUSTRIES 
Rt. 1-H. Della Dr. 

Bloomingdale, OH 43910 
(614) 264-0176 

Complete , . Rig 
as 

Pictured ' 
$79.95 

DOLLAR / . 
SEND ONE , ,,, 

FOR I • """""""~ 
BROCHURE :-,,:.:;,.,, 

k 
rwo t ie aowns 
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THE LIFELINE® 

SHOt.ILDER RIG 

~~~~~i:r ~~~ \ 
of quality holsters. ' 
De~gned originally for 
Sonny Crocken of the 
hit series " Miami 
Vice.'' This rig is made 
from top grain crm­
hide with metal hard­
ware. All holsters and 
pouches are hand 
molded for a pertect 
fit. All connections 
swiwl fo r a comfor-

SIDE VIEW table continuous ""'"'· SIDE VIEW 
Shoulder harness is completely adjustable. These holsters and ac­
cessories are uniquely desij)ned to provide maximum speed and cam­
ion. Thrs along with the quality of material and craftmanship )(>u have 
come to expect trom our company has made us one of the fastest gru.v­
rng holster companies in the Unrted States. We have receiwd an owr­
whelmrng response from police depanments who are currently using 

~~11~,:~i~~:!~d ~~~~~1~~~~~~~a:l,~;1J~ ~~~0:e!~ ~1~s~~~d~~:n1::S 
chec"i or money oroer. Mastercaro Visa and American EKpress cards are accepted 
w11n card numoer and exo1rai 1on date Phone orders are welcomed no C.0.D.s. 

Ted Blocker's Custom Holsters 
409 West Bonita Avenue • San Dimas. Cal ifornia 91773 

(714) 599-4415 
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the trigger guard for the ideal double action 
control that is achieved when (a) the barrel of 
the revolver is in line with the bones of the 
forearm, and (b) the farthest joint of the index 
finger contacts the trigger. With too much 
finger through the guard, the gun tends to be 
pulled to the right in the hands of a big man 
like Gorrell . Grips that extend back from the 
frame to push the web of the hand rearward 
bring the trigger finger back to the proper 
contact, Pachmayr being the classic example. 

Second, Gorrell vividly recalls deciding to 
fire by pointing rather than aiming as per the 
advice of the training film heti recently seen. 
The film in question was put together by non­
police-trained journalists in the 1970s, who 
apparently were not aware (as most trained 
police weapons instructors today are) that 
unsighted "point shooting" from eye level 
under stress tends to make shots go high 
unless extensive hands-on live fire training 
has been undertaken to remedy the problem. 
This was not the case here. Gorrell acted 
upon arguably bad advice, taken in good 
faith. The shot probably would have gone 
more true if the lawman had taken the "flash 
sight picture" taught by Jeff Cooper on the 
suspect silhouetted in the flashlight's beam. 

Finally, as Gorrell admits, he fired on the 
incorrect assumption that the heart was on 
the left side of the chest. In fact, like all 
Kentucky State Troopers trained in advanced 
first aid and in cardio-pulmonary resuscita­
tion, he well knew that the heart is located in 
the center of the chest, between the nipples 
and directly behind the sternum. It is a myth 
in the common perception that the heart is 
somewhere behind the left breast. Yet, under 
stress, Gorrell's mind reverted to perceptions 
programmed before he took his police train­
ing, and misled him. 

This is why it is so important for training 
to be deeply ingrained. Indeed , the difference 
between education and training, in my opin­
ion , is that the first is intellectual knowledge 
while the second is a physically programmed, 
understood response. Kentucky State Police 
firearms training, which has been upgraded 
considerably since this incident under several 
capable instructors assigned to Academy 
director Dennis Goss, now addresses the 
anatomical concerns of aiming at a homicidal 
human foe. 

Before being too hard on Gorrell for not 
hitting precisely where he was aiming, let's 
go back to some basic truths. He hit the man 
with the first shot, compared with a 25 % hit 
potential in police shootings with double 
action .38 Special revolvers nationwide, 
according to the Police Foundation, and he 
did it with an extremely potent .357 Magnum 
load. His post-shooting tactics and those of 
the backup officers were quite good. The 
only improvement might have been the pol­
icy mandated by NYPD: the officer who 
initially had to shoot the fallen suspect stays 
back to provide cover, while fresh and emo­
tionally less involved troops move in to 
secure the wounded perpetrator. In. this case, 
everything turned out fine. 

The incident also showed the importance 
of all field patrol officers- municipal, county, 
state, or federal - being provided with porta-

~Save Time$ 
~ & Money 
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SHOOTER'S CHOICE 
One-Step Bore 

Cleaner & Conditioner 

Cleans 

Removes copper, lead, 
powder, carbon and 
plastic shotgun wad 
fouling . 
Conditions 

Penetrates surfaces to 
limit new fouling , and 
provide temporary resis­
tance to corrosion. 

For a 1 oz . sample 

send us $2 .00 (P & H) 

High-Tech Gun Grease 
ends sluggish 

gummed-up actions; 
for smoother more 

accurate shots. 
We guarantee: 

better bore c leaning. 

improved accuracy or 
Str•lght-Shootln' Gun C•re! your money back . 

VENCO INDUSTRIES, 16770 Hilltop Par.k Place, AH· 11 , 
C hagr in Falls , Ohio 4402 2 - (216) 543 - 8808 . 

THE 
BRASS 

MASTERS 
ULTRA VIBE 

CASE CLEANERS 
New for 1988 Model UV10(Stk11B3) 

O Removable Heavy Polyethylene Bowl 
with Lid 

O 3 qt. capacity 125-400 cartr idge 
cases wt. capacity 10 lb. 

D Mass creates a cyclonic effect, 
moves around the bowl and down 
into the center 

o Ball bearing motor operates on 115 
volts and is overload protected 

0 Vibrates at 3000 VPM 
O Dimensions 10 • diameter x 11 • high 
O Shipping wt. with Media - 11 lb. 

g "-: -... 
UV-10 Use #518A TIC-10 Ultra Vibe Media for 
3 QT. Brass Poli shing . 3 lbs. 

125-400 ctg. 

UV-18 
6QT. 

200-700 ctg. 

TAU-SQUARE METAL PRODUCTS 
BOX 585, AUBURN, WA 98071 

Available at your local Sporting Goods Dealer 
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27549 Middleton Rd .. Dept. AH 
Middleton. Idaho 83644 

(208) 585-6212 

SURPRISE SPECIAL 

Inside the pants concealment holster designed to 
set extra low for good concealment . 
The top band is metal lined to hold its shape for easy 
gun reholstering . 

STANDARD FEATURES ON SSH 
• Sight Rails 
• 2 Belt Loops to Resist Holster Movement 
• One Way Snaps for Security 
Available for Colt. Gov't .. Commander. Officers. Hi 
Power. S & W, 9mm and 45, Sig-Sauer 220, 225, 226 
and other large auto. 

SEND $2 .00 FOR CATALOG OF FULL LINE 

Massad Ayoob on Leather Arsenal products · 
"The cu1tom gunle•ther produc:.d by Elmer McEvoy •t 
Le•ther Arsenml 111econd to none! When teaching In the 
Rocky Mountain are•, I found that a high number of 
both the IPSC winners and the profeulonal pi1tolero1 
chose Leather Arsenal gear. The straightforward 
honesty ot leathermaker Elmer McEvoy, and the way he 
stands behind hi• work, mean• a lot to me tool" 

--Massad Ayoo b 

CALIFORNIA GRIP 
A BETTER MOUNT FOR BETTER SHOOTERS 

• CAL GRIPS FITS S&W MODEL 
52 AND 39 & 59 SERIES 

$75.00 

• ADJUSTABLE BBL 
WE IGHT (52 ONLY) 

$45.00 
NEW • 1 INCH RING TOP PLATE 
FOR AIMPOINT 2000 & ARMSON OEG 
NO RINGS TO BU Y $15 EXTRA. 

• CAL GRIP FITS 1911 COLT 45 
AUTO FRAME S 
HIGH OR LOW MOUNT 

$75.00 

• S&W MODEL 41 
TOP RAI L MOUNT 
LONG OR SHORT BBL 

$45.00 
RAI L COVERS FRONT 
AND REAR SIGHTS 

• HIGH STANDARD VICTOR 
TOP RAI L MOUNT 

$45.00 

NEW * CAL GRIP FITS 
RUGER MK I & II 
FITS NEWER SLIDE 
RELEASE MODELS 

$75.00 ' 
NEW.BROWNING HI POWER' £; 
NEW• S&W 645 

ble transceivers carried on their person . 
Once Gorrell was away from his cruiser, he 
was away from communications and fighting 
alone without anyone knowing he was in 
trouble until he shot his way back to the patrol 
car. As this episode shows, there is not 
always time to radio in your situation when a 
routine traffic stop turns into a pursuit and 
then a gun battle. 

The 125 grain Remington SJHP .357 load 
performed superbly. Kentucky SP had led the 
nation in adopting that load for duty. Gorrell's 
shooting was approximately the 20th in 
which the KSP used it on the street. We are 
advised by the agency that all shootings since 
have been instant one- or two-shot stops, with 
no officers being hit by return fire after shoot­
ing an opponent once with this round. The 
Kentucky troopers call it the "magic bullet." 

The peripheral hit in this case was the only 
one KSP spokesmen are aware of in which 
the bullet exited. In well over 30 shootings 
with the 125 grain SJHP (mostly Remington, 
some Federal, a few Winchester) the depart­
ment has become convinced that it is the 
ultimate fight-stopping handgun cartridge. 

The suspect, Dudley Tillman, turned out 
to be 69-years-old and to weigh only 170 

pounds. Gorrell , who had felt the man's 
strength and vitality, was shocked by the 
news. The fact is that a significant number of 
violent men killed by police are over 60. 
They bring to the fight considerable life expe­
rience and, sometimes, decades of hostile 
bitterness that explode against the officer or 
armed law-abiding citizen they face. 

Tillman's record began in the 1930's and 
included multiple crimes of violence. Two 
years prior to the attempted shooting of Gor­
rell , he had allegedly used the same RG .38 in 
a murder but had not been indicted due to 
lack of evidence, and the gun had been 
returned to him. 

Though surgeons saved the limb, Tillman 
lost most of the use of his left arm to Gorrell's 
bullet. A perhaps sympathetic jury found him 
guilty only of "wanton endangerment in the 
first degree" in the attempted slaying of the 
Trooper. Tillman was sentenced to a term of 
two years out of a possible five. 

Cited by his agency for heroism, Gorrell 
showed a mix of courage and compassion 
that apparently was not lost upon Lt. Gover­
nor Martha Layne Collins, who had him 
assigned to her executive protection detail. 
Collins is now the Governor of Kentucky. 

Pro-cop and pro-gun, she is often spoken 
of as a potential presidential candidate in 
1992. After speaking with her, I for one 
would be ready to vote Collins in '92. 

Gorrell's training and ability to quickly 
formulate a plan of action had kept him alive 
to continue a distinguished police career. Use 
of combined cover (the stone wall) and the 
concealment of darkness, plus his ability to 
control the light and his courage in risking the 
ftashlig_ht ploy, had permitted him ...... 
to survive. ~ 
The author wishes to thank Earl Gorrell, 
former KSP superintendent Billy Wellman, 
and Don Hughes and Jack Sharp of the Ken­
tucky State Police Professional Association 
for making this article possible. 
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EXTENDED SAFETY 
Positive sa1ety operation with no more 
"'Jumbles" Rounded corners eliminate 
snagging on holsters or clothmg Simple 
installation 

AMBIDEXTROUS COMBAT 
SAFETY 
Now nghl or let\ hand safety operahoo 
!or the Hi-Power E~clus1ve design will 
pos1t1ve\y fit and work Practically 
indestructable and guaranteed against 
breakage 

WIDE TRIGGER 
Reduces felt trigger pull tor better 
control E~clus1ve design is better than 
a tngger shoe. will not snag holster on 
draw or insertion Simple Installation, 
alsoehminatesmagazmesafety. 

'36~ 

COMBAT MAGAZINE ~~ 
RELEASE (J \i 
Sculptured magazine release will no1 • • • · \I 
for Browning Hi- Power and Colt autos. _ .. "'' ~ "'"" "'"""""' o,..,., ~- _::::_· . 
Easytoinstall, 1ustdrillandtapone ~" 

hole s21 9s ;; . 
n!llll:;.!JOn....UllO!elol SIOI L:===----'==:::;J 

COMMANDER STYLE 
HAMMER 
Combines the best features of all past 
and present Browning hammers in a 
fullymachmed, hea1 treatedhamme1 
Short spur design will not bite web of 
hand and 1s less prone to snag When 
installed wi th our spring kit, wi ll reduce 
trigger pull Must be htted by a 

~=~~~~-,!!!!!] competent gunsmith s41 9S 

EXTENDED SLIDE RELEASE 
Release slide without sh1ttmg grip. 
speeds rekladmg when you "run dry" 
Specially designed tor the Hi-Power. 
simply replaces standard release 

STAINLESS STEEL 
MAGAZINE 
Genuine stainless steel magazine with 
!eed hps custom reshaped to feed 
properly 

s399s 

PLEASE NOTE . . . 
All prices are tor blued parts, stainless finish is available at S 10 extra per part. 

H1 Powers guaranteed lo feed fill types of factory ammo 1ncludmg 
hollow points and Silver tips Please call for details 

Extensive combat modi fications are avai lable! Please 
send S3 ($6 outside USA) for our complete catalog. 

TO ORDER 
Send Money Order or Cashier 's Check only MasterCardN•sa orders welcomed. 
ptease supply complete card in!orma11on including e~pira11on date Sorry no COO 
ordors Phone orders accepted for credit cards only All orders please add $2 50 
tor UPS 1n the continental US Alaska. Hawa11 and Canada, please add $6 00 per 
order Please rurn1sh stree1 address IOI' delivery 

I 
CYLINDER & SLIDE SHOP, INC. 
P.O. Box 937 
Fremont, NE 68025 
Ph.: (402) 721-4277 

-~· 
• GUN SAFES 
• HOME SAFES 
• FIRE SAFES 
• GOLDENROD 

DEHUMIDIFIERS 

GUARANTEED 
LOWEST PRICE! 

1-800-222-7233 
A. G. ENGLISH, INC. 

708 S. 12th St. 
Broken Arrow, Ok. 74012 
OK (918) 251-3399 
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THE HEINIE! 
FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 
SEND $1.00 
FOR 
BROCHURE 

llCHARD HEINIE PISTOLSMITH 
821 E.Adarns,, Havana. IL62644 
..... .,., Amarlc:a't PlllDlllnllhl Guild 

IT'S BACK! 

'Marauder'tm 
Black Model 

w Black 
Holds The Rights to this Suede Lining 

WORLD CLASS HOLSTER 
WORN BY SHOOTERS IN OVER 21 COUNTRIES 

• HOL STER & HARNE SS made Entirely Of OP­
GRAI N LEATHER NO ELA STI C N O Spl i t 
C0wh1de is Used NO STRAPS VISIBLE 
ACR OSS CHEST 

• HOLSTER Is Made From EX TRA HEAVY 
HAN D SELEC TED TEXAS SADDLE LE ATHER 

• HOLSTER Is Lined With GENUINE SU EDE 

•This Is THE ORIGINAL-Recommended As 
The 'Besf By More Gun Writers Than Any Other 
Holster in The World 
•PRICES: 6- 1/ 2"" barrels or under $89.95 

7- 1/ 2"" . 8"" or 8-3/ 8"" barrels $99.95 
10:· 10V2' or10 5/o" barrels $109.95 

(Lett Hand Models-NO EXTRA CHARGE) 
COLOR CATALOG S3.00. Please add 5% to t6tal of order lor shipping & ins. 
in Cont U.S.-ALASKA, HI , APO- Add 10"/o- FOREIGN- Add 25%. 
DEALERS- Send S3.00 & F.F.l. for Catalog 

Credit Card Orders (512) 697-8900. 
Send check M.0 . VISA or M.C. to: 

CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 
P.O. Box 100724 Dept. AH- II , San Antonio, TX 78201 

BEWARE OF CHEAP IMITATIONS 

PIS'l'Ol TM 

PACUEll 
Maple Wood 

VISA & MC 
(Card# & Exp. Date) 

Ca llTollFrcc 1-800-888-GUNS 
or mail ch«:4:k 10 : 

PFLUMM GUN 
MFG. CO. 
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6139 Melrose Lane 
Shawnee, KS 66203 

HANDLOADING 
Continuedfrompage 16 

Reloaders are always told to, "check for 
signs of pressure" when working up loads, 
but subjective pressure signs are not as appar­
ent in handguns as they are in rifles. For this 
reason, pistol reloaders often rely on the 
appearance of the fired primer. 

Unfortunately, current research suggests 
that maximum pressures may have already 
been exceeded before the primer shows 
marked flattening or cratering. Primer 
pocket enlargement is a very good sign 
although it may not be readily apparent until 
you reload the case. If a primer seats with less 
than usual effort it's an excellent hint that the 
case has been subjected to high pressure and 
should be discarded. It's not uncommon to 
find brass lying around at the range either. 
Those cases may have been left there for a 
reason , so carefully inspect any brass that 
you find before using it. The same is true for 
used cases bought at gun shops or shows. 

With revolvers, the best sign of impending 
problems is effort of extraction. You quickly 
learn how much force it takes to kick out six 
empties and if a reload requires more effort, 
the chances are good that pressure is too 
high . With automatic pistols there are some 
other signs. One very subjective indicator is 
ejection. If a pistol that routinely throws 
brass five feet suddenly starts throwing it ten , 
pressure may well be the cause. I always 
inspect the first few fired cases from an auto­
loader for any sign of expansion in the area of 
the case that is unsupported by the chamber. 
Any swelling there is an absolute indicator of 
trouble. Cases may also pick up marks from 
the ejector and extractor and these are some­
thing else to look at. I don't mean to infer that 
you should ignore primer signs, but rather 
that you should examine the whole case. 

If you've ever had the chance to chrono­
graph some handloads, the chances are that 
the actual velocity was something less than 
the data indicated. There are so many vari­
ables involved that, even if you're using the 
identical components the manual states, your 
result may be a bit different. Publishers 
sometimes use a gun for testing that may not 
be representative of what the majority of 
reloaders have, and sometimes I think they 
use longer barrels to make the velocities 
more impressive. 

I'm not picking on Speer, but their .44 
Magnum data is based on a Dan Wesson 10" 
barrel, so someone with a 6'h" barrel isn't 
going to get the same results. See what the 
test gun was before deciding to use someone's 
data and, if possible, find data that was devel­
oped in a gun similar to yours. A chrono­
graph is just about indispensable to really 
prove that you're getting the most out of the 
load and a few groups over sandpags aren't a 
bad idea either. 

I don't think you can have too much infor­
mation when it comes to reloading and, of all 
the things on which reloaders spend money, 

METAL 
FINISHING PRODUCTS 

Buffers, Belt Grinders, Band 
Saws , Buffs, Compounds , Abrasive 

Belts, Micarta, Exotic Woods , Books, 
Blades, Rivets, Pinning Materials, Bar 
Stock, K & G Bluing Salts , Ivory , 440C 

and Turkish Damascus . 

P.O. Box 13522 
Arlington, TX 76013 
Phone 817/274-1282 

KNIFE & GUN 
FINISHING SUPPLIES 

I 
II 
II 
II • It 
II • II 
II 

JOIN THE 
EK COMMANDO KNIFE 

COLLECTORS CLUB! 

Military men, law enforce­
ment officers, professional 

adventurers, seasoned hunters and 
men who know good knives are all 
members of the Ek Commando 
Knife Collectors Club. 

I§ Since 1941, Ek has been the 
~ leading private purchase military 
~ knife in American hi story- battle 
~ proven in World War II, Korea and 
D Vietnam. 

jE If you would like to join the Ek 
~ Commando Knife Collectors Club, 
~ please write to us. Include a $5 
I§ membership fee and we'll send you 
:9 our current brochure, a free Club 
D patch, as well as all future Club 
D newsletters, and advance notice of 
D new, rare and other collectible Ek 
I§ knife models. 13i 
3':il Ek Commando Knife C: 
D Collectors Club ~ ;B 601 North Lombardy Street, Dept. CC3 ~ II Richmond, Virginia 23220 l:i 
3"" TOLL FREE 1·800-468-5575 ~ 
~ (No cash, please: Check, M.O., VISA, r;'E 
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IMPROVE SCORES! 
0.igne" for •II ··nmed Flra •• competition .. 

(02 11 305
) : ~it!::' ~ SPECIAL 

• •uM~• • $14.95 
• •Mdir-• rno,..I 

CiJ Im ~ ffi CID 
1§:] [2] (ID [ID [Q] 

~·.~,.~~~ ~~::i~1: ,•::.~~1nrr;,: ~~:: 1~~ 

,_g;:l_@_~ 

ltup , EH)'IOOP9rat1andfultlf't1uutntHd. 
l!l•lt-.,y lneluafl!. . Ac tual SIH : 2 1 (2 ,. • 
2 1 (2° ' ; Tl"'9 une-ffo m I MC Iott m lntf 
M C, PINI• aad 11 .00 tl'llp pln9 , F L . ... add 
I . I) Wlft U • . S AS E: I OI Ir .. Into. En91n .. r­
ln9 AeM.,( h Au oclal11 , P .O . Bo• )) ,J . 
O.p1. A H ll. Ho11wwooo, F L ) J.IJ.JHJ . 

•
Patented Do Not Accept Substitutes . I 
Rib & Sights for the competi tive shooter. The 1984 & 1987 

ICAMP PERRY NATIONAL PISTOL CHAMPIONSHIPS 1st & 2nd I 
lplace won using BO-MAR's. Also '82 , '83 , '84 & '86 PPC I 

National Championships won with BO-MAR Sights. 

I BO-MAR Qn I 
I World's Finest Handgun Sights L......J I 
I s1gh,a~:!~~:1~!~r:~!rs s&w 645 serrated blade ® I 
I Route 12 , Box 405 Longview, TX 75605 214-759-4784 I 
~end Stamped Self-addressed envelope for catalog • -·············· 

H 
1/3 MOON CLIPS 

Use .45 acp ammo 1n place of .45 auto rim . For 
Coll 17, S&W 25 and S&W 55 revolve rs 
Allows storage in ammo bells & std. boxes 
Reusable 1ndel1mtely. For. a FREE sample. 
send a self-addressed. stamped envelope. 
(We now make lull -moon clips.) 
Clip Pnces· 25 for $4 .99: 50 for $8.99 ppd 

RANCH PRO DUCTS, RO . Box I-IS, M•hnta, OHIO <JSJS 

ERNIE HILL 
SPEED LEATHER 

"Featuring the new Fender Model 666F. Four 
angle options for perfect gun position. Colt 
Govt. & Comp models : 5 " , 5112" , 6" , 6112" , 7 ". New 
Fender revolver holsters: 4 ", 6", 6112 ", 7". 

666UE Std. 1-piece design. 
666F New 2-Piece Fender Model. 
666F S&W K-L-N Stock guns. 
666F S&W K-L-N PPG & Bianchi . 
Single Adj. Pouch. 
Double Mag. Pouch, 3 angles . 
Double Mag. Pouch, Adj . angle. 
Triple Mag. Pouch Fender model. 
Double & Triple Speed Loader Pouches. 
Comp. Belt. steel lined w/stitch. 
Umberger Shooter Bags & Pistol Cases. 

CLOSE 
OUT 
SALE 
PRICES 

24HR. SHIPPING-FREIGHT PAID 
480RIG. 

MAIL CERTIFIED FUNDS WITH ORDER OR 
CALL FOR COD'S. 501-561-3540 OPEN 
EVENINGS FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE TIL 
10pm CST ASK ABOUT OUR CUSTOM 
GUNSMITHING, COMPETITION PROVEN 
WITH 26YRS. EXP. AUTO'S, REVOLVERS, 
RIFLES, & SILHOUETTE. 

HANDGUNS LTD 
909 BENTON ST. 

MANILA, AR 72442 

loading manuals represent one of the greatest 
bargains. It's false economy to limit yourself 
to one or two books. The system of firearm 
and ammunition is so loaded with variables 
that we simply have to have the best possible 
information - be careful, and use a little com­
mon sense. If there isn't a legitimate need for 
a maximum load, a reduction of a few tenths 
of a grain will give as much bang without 
stressing the gun or your hand. Both will last 
longer too and , chances are, without a chron­
ograph you won't be able to tell the 
difference. 

Finally, there's an area in reloading that I 
call, "never-never land." That's where we get 
into things that haven't been done before (or 
at least not published) . Sometimes this hap­
pens with new cartridges before data can be 
circulated or when you use substantially dif­
ferent components such as bullets that are 
heavier than normal. A good example is the 
.38 Super where IPSC shooters commonly 
use 150-160 gr. bullets. Until recently the 
heaviest bullet for which loading data was 
published was 130 gr. 

Any time you depart from published data 
you enter never-never land. I liken it to the 
earliest maps, where unexplored territory 
had the warning: "There they be dragons." 
Well, there are real honest-to-goodness-fire-
breathing-dragons ~ 

out there. °" 
PISTOLSMITHING 
Continued from page 12 

the die to the required depth . Impressed 
lettering or designs result in the same 
plowed field parapet effect, requiring the 
same careful stoning and buffing to bring 
the surface level. Many expert workers 
disagree, stating that if pressure is care­
fully regulated, it is not necessary to level 
the parapets, since they will be minimal. A 
very sharp die impressed slowly does seem 
to result in a flatter impression. 

Pantagraph engraving can be detected 
with the glass easily: the ends of the lines 
will have a radius, rather than being square 
like a stamped figure. This is caused by the 
rotation of the tiny milling cutter used to 
cut the lines to the desired depth. Some 
recent Colt pistols have serial numbers 
stamped, while others are engraved . The 
equipment necessary for pantograph tracer 
engraving is found mostly in large shops or 
factories because it is extremely costly and 
beyond the means of most pistolsmiths. 

Hand or machine engraving is seldom 
used in the shops except by a qualified 
engraver, who may elect to combine letter­
ing with designs or figures. This kind of 
engraving actually removes chips, result­
ing in little or no parapet beside the lines. It 
can almost be compared to wood checker­
ing, though the process is much more diffi­
cult to accomplish because of the hardness 
of steels used in firearms. · 

The etching processes described in 
older books on gunsmithing are seldom 
used by pistolsmiths, due to the spotty 
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BElTER SHOO TING iiii111111lil•iiilili 
wi th th is impro ved 
ca st Alu m inum G rip 
ADAPT OR. For Co lt, 
S & W on d Ruge r D.A 
Revo lvers. DURABLE, PRAC­
TICAL-EA SY TO INSTALL . 
THRE E ATTRACTIVE FIN I SH CO LOR S. 
POLISHED or SLACK $7 .00; GOLD $7 .50 

TYLER'S TRIGGER SHOE 
Dura b le l ig h t we ig h t co st alumi num fo r Colts, S & W 
Ruger a nd o the r modern pisto ls, rif les and shotg uns. 
POLISHED or BLACK $5.50; GOLD FINISH $6 .00 

AT YO UR FAVORI TE DEALER OR O RDER DIRECT. Send 
ma ke & mode l of g un. · No C.0. D. ' s p leose . Add $1 .00 
fo r Shipp ing Charges. Ful ly Gua ranteed . Genuine 
Stag-Wood & Synthetic Gun Grips & Accessories . 
Hand-made leather Holsters & Belts. 

New! IVOREX® GUN GRIPS 
MELVIN TYLER MFG. AND DIST. 

1326 w. Britton Rd. • Oklahoma City, Okla. 73114 
Call toll free 800-654-8415 Ou.tside Oklahoma 

KING'S CUSTOM 
HANDGUN ACCESSORIES 

.... , ~;;;;;;;;;;;sc--, 

Over 250,000 
Gunbelt Rigs 
Sold' 

When ordering 
by mail: 
Specify waist 
size, gun 
make, bbl. 
length & caliber. 
Texas residents 
add Sales Tax. 

306 307 

100% 
American 

made, hand 
crajtell , fully lined, 24 
bullet loops. Prompt 
shipment. Up to 6 •;, 
bbl. length - $89.95. 
7'12 bbl. length -
$94.95. New! 10 'h " 
bbl. length - $99.95. 

Add $3.00 shipping 
& handling. 

Dealers please inquire. 
Send $3.00 for catalog. 

AMERICAN SALES & MFG. 
BOX 677 AH LAREDO, TX 78042 

DIV. OF J. K. MFG., INC. 
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RECEIVE YOUR FREE COPY OF 

Gun List 
America's Only Indexed 

Firearms Publication Especially 
For The Gun Collector 

Find the guns you want for your col­
lection fast and easy with this unique 
monthly publication . More than 10,000 
guns for sale in each issue. 

Offer good to U.S. addresses only. 
Expires April 30, 1989 

Write to: Gun List Dept. ASP 
700 E. State St., Iola, WI 54990 

357/44 B & D 
CONVERSIONS 

S&W 27-28-Ruger 357-9mm 
TC Contender-Ruger Red Hawk 

BAIN &DAVIS 
307 E. Valley Blvd. San Gabriel, CA 91776 

818-573-4241or213-283-7449 closed Sun. & Mon.) 

ACCURIZING 
BUSHING 

Replaces Standard T/C Bu shing to Tighten 
Barrel to Frame Lock Up The Adjustable 
Shur·Loc Bushing Improves Accuracy • Reduces 
Headspace • Reduces Vertical Strmging 
• Ea sy to Install 

$19.95 Plus Postage & Handling $1 .00 

SHUR-SHIM 
Adjustable headspace eliminator for TIC. 

$9.95 Plus Postage & Handling $1 .00 

CARONE RESEARCH 

19 Fu lton St Dansvil le N Y 14437 
_YISA (716) 335 5880 MC., 

32 H & R MAGNUM (308 & 312) 
Custom swaged in weight you v.:ant, 
also cast bullets and reloaded ammo. 

·send $1.00 for literature. 

- ' - P.O. 801 Z810·AH 
~ ~ -l\toLoc Bullets 

___.,.. TurlDck. CA 95380 

Ed Brown custom Accessories 

Maxi-well crip Safetvs 
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PATENT PENDING 

Dealer Inquiries Welcome 
SEND $1.00 FOR CATALOG 

Route 2, Box 2292 • Perry, MO 63462 

Phone !314) 565·3261 I I 
VISA 

Member American Pistolsmiths Guild -

results in the hands of all but lifetime 
experts. Modern practice is to use a stencil 
process, rather than the old wax coating 
methods. 

Professional results can be obtained on 
the first trial , using either the Etch-
0-Matic metal marking kit or the superbly 
controllable Mark-0-Matic machine. In 
either case, a special stencil is prepared. 
Simple lettering can be applied with a type­
writer or by impressing the stencil with a 
line of type, a metal stamp or a photo­
polymer printing plate. The latter differs 
from a litho plate, in that it has raised type. 
A combination of letters, numbers and line 
drawings are possible by its use. 

The manufacturers of both etching 
machines will provide special stencils with 
custom logos for a small fee. I've used an 
Etch-0-Matic for years to mark tools, 
small parts and even to etch information 
permanently on machine beds and dials. 
My Mark-0-Matic is a more recent 
acquisition, but it has already paid for itself 
in my eyes by giving me the ultimate finish­
ing touch to a custom handgun. 

Both of these etching machines are avail­
able from Brownells , and any custom 
pistolsmith who doesn't have one or the 
other should obtain one. (Brownell's Rt. 2, 
Box 1, Dept. AH, Montezuma, IA 50171) 

One trick of the trade is to obtain a metal 
stamp with a shop name or caliber designa­
tion , or whatever, from Brownell's and to 
use it to impress the etching stencils by 
lightly tapping the handle while the type is 
in contact with the stencil face. Be sure to 
confirm that the projected marking, by 
etching, will conform to ATFD.rulings on 
use of metal stamping. Serial numbers and 
caliber designations on barrels, for exam-
ple, must either be ~ 
stamped or engraved. ~ 

NEW PISTOLS, FRAMES, . 
MATCH BARRELS 

1u;~ .. 
NEW 1911 Al 45 AUTOMATICS 

(RECONDITIONED MILI TARY SLIDES! 
(GUARANTEED) $295.00 / 1 or $255." /2 or more• 4.50 UPS 

NEW 191 1 A 1 STEEL FR AMES (COMPLETE) 
$92." • 2 00 UPS 

NEW. FO RGED . OVERSIZE N.M. 5" OR 63s 45 
BARRELS & BUSHING S89." • 2 00 UPS 

NEW STAINLESS. STANDAR D & CMDR BB LS 
S45." • 2.00 UPS 

GUN KOTE" DO IT YOURSE LF FIN ISH KITS 
BEATS BLUING 300'-o $27." 

NEW 191 1 A 1. COMPLETE UPPER UNITS 
S149." • 3.00 UPS 

NEW 191 1 A1. CO MPLETE LOWER UNITS 
$179." • 300 UPS 

BASIC CO MP. GUN $750." 
Literatu re SlOO 

10-RING PRECISION, INC. 
1449 Blue Crest Lane • San Antonio. TX 78232 

1-51 2-494-3063 
Tuesday - Frid ay . 9 AM to 3 PM CST 

CDNVBRT-4- PBLL 
.177 I SABOT KIT 

r i r 
& ~. ' . ~ . 

ID-POWER RlfiE 
ENTHUSIASTS! 
Shoot .177 Pellets thru 
Your F avorlte 
HI-Power Rifle! 

A-railable for Cal .. 243 thru .303 Brit 
124.95 pluo Sl.75 1hlpplng and handling 

[tit I JETT & co., INC. I :;::: 
R.R.#3 Box 167-B • Litchfield. IL 62056 

(217) 324-3779 

45 AUTO COMPENSATORS 
$200.00 INSTALLED 

Budget-Comp 
By 

Practical Pistol Services 
Two Stage Compensator, not a 
simple weight, on S.G.W. stainless 
barrel. 
e Full Service Colt Auto Gunsmithing 
e Match Grade AR-15 Trigger Work 
e Well Widget Mag Wells* 1 1 /8" 

Wide Steel Funnel $30.00 
Practical Pistol Services 

241 Washington St. 
Methuen , MA 01844 
(508) 688-4926 

Send S.A.S.E for Price List 
Dan Sierpina - Pistolsmith 
·Dea ler Inquiries Invited 
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THE DUTCHMAN USE COUPON 
BELOW OR 

CALL TOLL FREE 1·800·821·5157 

The most sophis ticated yet developed. Made 
for professional hunters to hear app roaching 
animals at a great distance. the Va nSleek has 
now been discovered by the security indu stry. 
On city ter ra in:-oounds leap across blocks and 
streets. Guards are using VanSleek in prison 
yards to listen to convicts. The range of uses 
of the VanSleek Farfoon is aston ishing and 
satisfaction is over-whelming . Receptiv ~y plus. 
VanSleek is superior to direct receive r 
products ... utilizes a bui lt -in 31/i ' parabolic 
dish for Sound Mirror effect previously only 
found on larger, more expensive units. 
Convenient size. sma ll enough for use in tight 
places. Weighs about 2-lbs. Solid-state 
circuitry. Powered by 6 pen-light batteries for 
increased amplitude. $148.00 postpaid and 
wo rth it' 

SECRE EAR 
For Protection 
& Surveillance 
Via Your 
Telephone. 
Tele-Monitor 

$169.QQ POSTPAID 

2000 lets you 
discreetly 
listen in on unusual 
activJ1 1es on any premises 
via the telephone. Small device (51h'' x 31h'' x 1") plugs 
into any modular iack. Does not require beeper/pager: 
takes just a touch tone phone. Simply call number Tele· 
Monitor is attached to . access by pushing the correct 
touch-tone butt ons. Once activated. super sens11tve 
mike picks up the most minute of sounds Monitor 
computer & printer operations while you 're 'ifflay; use 
fo r security to hear any unusual sounds - smoke 
alarm. surge alarm, cries for help, muffled sounds of 
burglars at work. Compati ble with any American phone 
exchange. Up to four units can be attached to one 
phone line, so you can monitor from room to room . 
Normal phone operations are not affected . American· 
made. state-of-the-art and priced right for just S169.00 
oostpa1d (add itional umts $1 50.00 each). Order by mail 

PHONE RECORDER 

E lec t r o ni c 
marve l tapes 
phone call s 
aut o m a ti -

Telephone Scrambler 
Just $279 postpaid 
for a complete 2 unit system! 

Now you can scramble your 
voice before transmitting it 
over public telephone lines! 

'!be SCRAMBLER I system (two 
units) is a low cost, yet super sophisti­
cated, voice scrambler that gets the job 
done. Be certain your confidential - and 
personal - phone conversations stay 
that way: the SCRAMBLER I scram­
bler/descrambler prevents others from 
listening in by rendering normal phone 
conversation totally unintelligible. 
Here ' s how it works: Should someone 
eavesdrop, bug or tap your line, with the 
SCRAMBLER I system "on" , all 
they' ll hear is unintelligible noise. But 
the person you 're talking to on the other 
end , with hi s SCRAMBLER I turned 
"on", hears your vo ice clea r as a bell. 
'!be resul t is VOICE SCRAMBLING 
PRIVACY PROTECTION in a small 
(5 ' ' x 3'' x I''), portable and low cost 
system. Compare other scramblers fo r 
$500 and even $ 1,000.00 - then order 
two SCRAMBLER I units for the rea­
sonable price of $279.00 postpaid, with 
each additional unit $ 125.00 pos tpaid. 
SCRAMBLER I is American made, 
complies with FCC rules and is simply 
a must fo r anyone discuss ing sens<;ve 
topics on the telephone. We high!. ' re c­
ommend it - order TODAY! 

Classic Pilot's 
Watch 

Just $46.00 
POSTPAID 

Analog/ 
Digital 

Combo 

cal I y . A ··no ~~.~ Y~~h~~n ~~e ~~:~ 
hands' · Co n - av1ator/1acer watch It's 

finished in handsome 

tro l for connecting cassett e recorder to ~~~~~; 1b 1:~=~~am~!~ 
a telephone line. simply connec t one ~1~1h~~~~au:~e11 ~::~~ 
cord to cassette recorder & the other The R•ghl Stull - from 

cord into A Y modular jack in the ic;1ts1 ~ 8~~~~~!1~~~~~: 
house. Set recorder for ·· record ·· & :~d111gt5h1!~~y 1!n1:!~~ 1~~~:n'6~ 1~~e~~c~h-;c~h~u~~~:~~ 
whe ne ve r a rece iver is lifted on any ~e:~~~e!n:O~~~;r~~~~~1~ 1~~~1 ~~ed~~:i~ra7i~~u,~;n~~:i 
pho ne on the premises. the recorder ~~~~s~~:~: 1~~~i::ss~~~2n~~ .u~o~~~~~~~;h .1 1~~es!~t~n9;y 
w i 11 au tom a l i ca 11 y record. Whc n the ~:0~~C~a!11~ d1~ 1~&:11~r~:onn~ ~~~1~ 1~~~~1~h:ss :p~tnt~a~~'. 
re cc i ve r is hung-up, the recorder auto- ~~:j~~1~1~~ r~~~~~t ~~a~~ ~~\~~~s{,~~~e~t)~~;: ; 1~,Z ~na~ 
maticall y stops. Just $ 19.95 postpa id ~~~ 1~fiCaa~~~J~~~g~i~~~~~~s~c~u7~1~en~~sac~~1~~P~~~ 

$7.00 Each .. / 
New to the United States, CS-3 8 Po­
lice Size unit packs a potent punch of 
CS tear gas . Its powerful blas ts pro­
vide profess ional strength to neutral­
ize attackers. The raw material for 
CS-38 is manufactured in Israel, then 
filled in France by SNPE, the state­
owned manufacturer of gun powder, 
explos ives , so lid rocket fuel and tear 
gas devices for the French and fo r­
eign armed fo rces. Now you, too , can 
have thi s super effective CS tear gas 
device. Police Size contains a wal­
loping 113-grams, which is more 
than most large size models. And 
here' s the best part: Dutchman buy­
ing power brings CS-38 to you at the 
special price of $7 .00 fo r one, and 
SA VE when you order six for $30.00 
($5.00 each) . Order CS-38 today, we 
pay shipping. 

BOMBER JACKET 
WWII 
BOMBER 
JACKET 

$63 POSTPAID 

50,000 VOLTS! 
The Nova XR5000 Stun Gun 

can protect you from attackers. 

STUN GUN will instantly "scramble" attacker's 
nervous sys tem caus ing imm ediat e 
(temporary) paralysis! By simply touching 
your attacker anywhere, he wi ll drop helpless 
even through many layers of clothing . STUN 
GUN is not lethal and is safe to use[ Cannot 
transmit shock back to you. Requires a 9 volt 
nicad battery and charger $16.00. The Nova 
is sold with a leather holster for $63.00 
postpaid . This is the authentic American 
made product. Put 50,000 volts in the palm 
of yo ur hand , order today. 

BUG BOX 
You Need The 
BUG BOX 
For Telephone 
Privacy 

• 
Assure comp lete telephone privacy with 
th is telephone tap detector. It's the only 
device of its kind that prevents same-line 
eavesdropping PLUS notif ies you of 
unauthorized intrusion onto your line. While 
most tap-detectors must screw into your 
phone's mouthpiece, the BUG BOX is totally 
independent: plug your modular phone into 
tiny (3" x 2" x 1") BUG BOX, then plug BUG 
BOX into the wall jack Now you've got 
TOTAL privacy - BUG BOX 's red indi cator 
light lets you know if someone is 
eavesdropping AND if someone has 
intentionally (or uninte ntionally) tapped 
your lines inside or outside the ho use. 
BONUS: Attach BUG BOX to every phone 
in your house, then you , AND ONLY YOU, 
can access th e phone. BUG BOX not only 
tells you if someone else is on the line, it 
KEEPS THEM OFF with its Privacy Shut-out 
Circuit. THEY CANT LISTEN IN EVE N IF 
THEY WANTED TQI Bu y one BUG BOX and 
use its red indicator light to tell you if 
someone else has come "on li ne"; buy as 
ma ny BUG BOX's as you have phones, and 
have it both ways - total Privacy Shut-o ut 
plus visib le red lig ht indicators . NO OTHER 
TAP DETE CTOR HAS BOTH THES E 
FEATURES' Order BUG BOX for $48.00 
postpaid , and each additional unit fo r 
$30.00 each. 

r-- - CHARGE CARD ORDERS 1 
I ....... Toll Free 800-821-5157 I 
j tiilt /n Missouri 816·221~~81 I 
I We ship UPS ~ tM•J I 

Please provide &1ree1 address ..... 

I MAIL IN ORDERS I 
I Send check or money order to the I 
I address below. 

For just S46.00 because it's made of I The Dutchman 
all THE RIGHT STUFF. The classic I Dept. A H 11 8 'j t 11 ·~ WW II Bombe r Jacket fo r the 9JJili Aviator/Racer look. Made of Dura- j P.O. Box 12548 
Hide. a man-made leather that defies I Overland Park, KS 66212 
you to tell it from the real thing . 

ITEM PRICE 

E-+------18 
TOTAL D 

This 1s yo ur chance to pick up the hottest look today j 
at a very reasonable pr ice. Check out these featu res: j 
heavy duty Brass zippers: horizontal (zippered) and 
vert ical fro nt pockets: zippered left sleeve utility j 
pocket: heavy duty kn ~ cuffs and waistband : heavy j 
v.., ight pi le collar: stylish epaulettes on each shou kler : 
inside storm flap fo r wind resistance : 100% nylon I 
lining : 8-ounces polyester body fi ll fo r warmth that j 
doesn't weigh. you down . This is a jac ket taking Name ------------­
Amer ica by Storm don't miss out. Order yours j 
today for just $46.00 plus S3.00 shipping. Specify Address 
XS (30·32). s (34·36), M (38-40) , L (42-44 ), XL (46) I 
and XXL (48-50) and be sure to te ll us BLACK or j 
BROWN. C~y --------------

and th·tt includes ·1 FR EE duplex 15 seconds a month. Al $46.00 postpaid it's a deal, but save 
'tCI tptor' . ' ~rirb~f~~~p;s•t•pSa~d6.00 and save again when you order three I . 

• 
•' - ' --· ___________ .;... _______________ ...:, _______________ I State l~ ©!91!7' I 

-----------~ 



HANDGUN 
MARKET 

(:IJi\SSil7ll~ll 

ACCESSORIES 

lF YOU TAKE LIFE SERIOUSLY ... peruse our Procurement 
Index featuring specialty equipment used by professionals 
worldwide. Conceal ment holsters, e lectronics, disguised and 
unconventional weaponry from under $20.00 to over 
$2,000.00. The catalog is $3.00 from: A.S.P. , Box 18595/AH, 
Atlanta, GA 30326. 

Concealed Weapon License Identification Badge. Finest qual­
ity, made to order with your license number. Catalog Free. 
Seven Seas, POB 3906, Dept. 45, Apollo Beach, FL 33570. Ph. 
813-645-2621. 

FURY-HORIZONTAL SHOULDER SYSTEM for large 
frames, 45/9mm autos. Dual harness, twin off-side magazine 
carrier. Handcrafted of genuine black leather . Only 
$54.95 + HIS, COD, Visa/Mastercard. ORDERS ONLY 1-
800-284-7080. Noon-6pm EST inquires 716/282-7080. 

ARMOR VAULT GUN VAULTS buy direct from mfg. call 
or write for free brochure 405-634-2841. 729 S.E. 29th, Okla. 
City, Okla. 73129. 

ADJUSTABLE SIGHT SPECIAL $79.00. Colt Government 
Model , Auto Ordnance, Sprjngfie ld Armory, Etc. Your_ choice, 
Wichita Target, Wichita Combat or Bo-Mar BMCS. Shde pre­
cision milled for low mount installation and hot re-b lued, 
Your choice, ramp or glare free post front sight i_nstalled. Also, 
Ejection Port lowered and flared , $18.00. $4.00 shipping and 
handling. Call or write for shipping date. GUARDIAN AR­
MORY, 6070 Bailey Ave., 1\ventynine Palms, CA 92277. 619-
367-7625. 

M1911 auto shooters! We manufacture a no gunsmithing 
shim that takes out side play between frame and slide, $4.00 
PPD. Custom Knives & Guns, 23-7th Ave. NE, Pelican Rap­
ids, MN 56572. 

PEPPER POPPERS: $79.95 each. Free Standing 8" STEE L 
PLATES, $14.95 each . All quality %" construction. Shipped 
freight collect. Write for additional information and quantity 
prices. LaGrange County Rod and Gun, 121 North Main St. , 
Topeka, IN 46571. 

DRAGON SCALES, Genuine G. l. 5-l/4''x5-W' hard armor 
plated from bullet proof vests. 5/$7.50, 10/$13.50, 25/$30.00, 
all postpaid. Money Orders Only. SECURITY SHOTGUNS, 
POB 449. Oracle, AZ 85623. 

PERSONAL FIREARMS JOURNAL: Durable one page 
per firearm record book accommodates s ixteen comprehensive 
descriptions and photos. Ideal for inventory and insurance 
protection for your collections and investments. $14.95 + 2.50 
shipping. Wellington's, Dept. 23, P.O. Box 8668, Spokane, WA 
99203. 

Fine custom made wood presentation cases, racks. cabinets. 
Send specifications or needs for firm quote. No obligation. 
Hufa Crafts, Inc., P.O. Box 597048-H, Chicago, IL 60659-
7048. 

Ruger Parts and Accessories. Hours 4p.m. till 8p.m. Dealer 
discounts apply with copy of FFL. Americana Distributors, 
P.O. Box 1540, Powell , Ohio 43065, (614)436-9480. 

Cleaned and polished brass once fired , military, commercial, 
.45.A.C.P.; 9mm, .38 Special; 7.62; 5.56; 30.06; No F.F.L. re­
quired. Send Self Addressed Stamped Envelope for informa­
tion: A.M.I. , P.O. Box 17383, Memphis, TN 38187-0383. 

AMMUNITION 

EXCALIBER WAX PELLETS, for .38 spl., 9 mm Luger, .380, 
.41 mag. , .44 mag., .45 L.C., .45 acp. Inexpensive practice ap­
proximately 1)2 velocity of factory ammo. No ricochetting, no 
reloading tools, no gun powder, uses shotgun primers only. 
100 pellet sampler w/6 reusable cases $5.00. Special weapons 
catalogue $1.00. M & M ENTERPRISES, Box 64 AHG, Island 
Lake, IL 60042. 

YOUR QUEST FOR THE ULTIMATE IN HARD CAST 
PISTOL BULLETS ENDS HERE. BEFORE YOU IN­
VEST IN ANOTHER BOX OF BULLETS, SEND FOR FREE 
PRICE LIST/FACT SHEET. PRECISION CONPONENTS, 
INC. , NEW ROUTE 55, DEPT. AHM, P.O. BOX 337, PAWL­
ING, NY 12564. 

TUMBLER/POLISHERS NUT SHELL MEDIA HIGHEST 
QUALITY LOWEST PRICE #5 BOX $9.75, DELIVERED 
FREE. PRICE LIST.JET BLAST, BOX 4520, FT. WORTH, 
TEXAS 76106. 

DISCOUNT AMMO!! BRASS! BULLETS! Compare our 
prices on Winchester, Reminb>i.on, Federal, Glaser, Nonna, 
CCI, Hornady, etc. Free catalog. Cheapshot, Inc .. Ammo Dis­
count Warehouse, 294A RT 980, Canonsburg, PA 15317. 41 2/ 
745-COLT. 
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Classified ads $.75 per word per insertion. ($.60 per word-per insertion for 3 or more) including 
name and address (20 word minimum). Minimum charge $15.00. Copy and rerun orders must be 
accompanied by PAYMENT IN ADVANCE. NO AGENCY DISCOUNTS. All ads must be received 
with advance payment no later than the 15th of each month . Example: Closing for JAN/FEB 1989 
issue (on sale Nov 1) is Sept. 15th. Ads received after closing will appear in the following issue. 
Please type or print clearly. PLEASE NOTE*** NO PROOFS WILL BE FURNISHED. 
Include name, address, post office, zip code, city and state as counted words. Abbreviations count 
as one word each. Mail to AMERICAN HANDGUNNER MAGAZINE, 591 Camino de la 
Reina.Suite 200, San Diego, California 92108. 

MAGNUM PISTOL POWDER - Ideal for 357, 41 , 44 , 410, 
30 Carbine, prepaid first 48 states, I lb I $6.50, 4 lb I $24.00, 8 
lb $46.00, 16 lb I $88.00, 32 lb I $160.00. Glen 's Component;;, 
Suite 265, 2899 East Big Beaver, Troy, Michigan 48084. 

.38 SPECIAL RELOADED AMMUNITION- Remanufac­
tured u s in g fully automated equipment. 15 8 g r. SWC 
$87.00M-148 gr. WC $85.00M. reloading since 1974. MPS Co., 
1441 W.John St. , Matthews, NC 28105. (704)847-8793. 

TRACERS, re load your own (as described in the Dec. issue of 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE.) Mil itary type, red, green, white or 
amber burni ng tracer, any caliber. Step by step instructions. 
Includes detailed drawings, bullet preparation, reloading in­
structions, $5.00: T. Tyler, Box 2700H, Dept. SOF, Hunting­
ton Beach, CA 9264 7. 

SPECIAL PURPOSE AMMO AND MUNITIONS. Reload 
your own: Tracers, A.P. , H.E. ammo, 12 Ga. Flares, Thennite/ 
Smoke Grenades and many others. SASE for Free list. 'I'. Ty­
ler, Box 2700H, Dept SOF, Huntington Beach, CA 92647. 

FREE DISCOUNT AMMUNITION CATALOG. Save up 
to 5CYfli on new, obsolete, military, rimfire, centerfire, 
shotshell and accessories. Atlanta Discount Ammo, 
Dept. 0, Box 627, Norcross, GA 30091. (404)446-2429. 

SPECIAL PURPOSE AMMO: Tracers, blanks, frangib le 
rounds, bird bombs. Send $1.00 for catalog to: HORIZONS 
UNLIMITED, 9208 Kingston Pike, Suite 195, Dept. AH, 
Knoxville, TN 37922. 

Once fired military brass, no F.F.L. needed . .45 A.C.P. , 45 
A.C.P. match, 7.62 match, 5.56: A.M.I. , P.O. Box 17373, Mem­
phis, TN 38187-0383. 

BOOKS 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, latest pistol carrying, purchasing, 
etc., regulations for a ll states and FEDERAL GUN LAWS. 
Both booklet;; $5.00. POLICE EQUIPMENT CATALOG 
$2.00. Sch lesinger, Department E., P.O. Box 882, New York, 
NY 10150. 

OUT-OF-PRINT Books Found. Send Want;; . LARGE CATA­
LOGUE $1.00; Booklook, 5!AC Maple Ave. , Warwick, N.Y. 
10990. 

SHOOT A HANDGUN reveals the expert's way to use your 
handguns safely, effectively and within the law. Learn how 
and where to shoot, firearms responsibi lity, what ammunition 
to purchase, and more. Special chapter on defensive pistol 
shooting, plus a glossary of handgun terms. Only $9.95 post­
paid. GUNS BOOKS, Dept.SH-Hll , 591 Camino de la Reina, 
Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

Shooting by Edward Matunas. Learn how to become an expert 
marksman with rifle, shotgun, handgun, muzzleloader and 
bow. You'll get tips on selecting the proper weapon and acces­
sories, and be provided with a detailed course in ballistics. For 
your copy, send $33.95 (includes postage) to: GUNS BOOKS, 
Dept. SG-Hll, 591 Camino de la Reina , Suite 200, San Diego, 
CA92108. 

1988 GUNS ANNUAL AVAILABLE NOW' All new articles 
showcasing:''The Para-Ordnance Model 85: fully automatic 
and legal.","Hi!f,h-Tech Team Steyr Aug and H & K P7.","The 
Shotgun Scene ',"Ruger's .30 Magnum revolvers", Insight on 
Aussie Assault Rifles, Plus"New Guns for 1988" and Old-Time 
Sixgun Stunt;; , Just $4.95 postpaid WHILE SUPPLIES 
LAST. GUN ANNUAL, Dept. GA-Hll ,PO Box 16025, San 
Diego, CA 92116. 

1988 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER ANNUAL. This year's 
exciting look at handguns. Includes: Massad Ayoob's"Get 
Hip," the"lnsider Story" on police pistols, Col. Charles Askins 
on gunfighting on the Rio Grande, and much more. Send $4.95 
postpaid to: HANDGUNNER ANNUAL, Dept. HGA-Hll , 
591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

THE 1987 GUNS ANNUAL IS STILL AVAILABLE!! Arti­
cles showcasing:''The Glock Strikes","Yestcrday's Military 
. 22's", Derringer's Stcyr Model 1912 and the Great Gun Trivia 
Quiz. Airguns,"Practical Knife Handles" and"the Truth 
About Dry Firing". Plus how"You Can Shoot PPC: Just $4.95 
~stpaid: GUNS ANNUAL, Deg. GA-Hll, PO Box 16025, 
PLilp~elAs~~ 92116. GET Y UR COPY WHILE SUP-

1987 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER ANNUAL. The year's 
most exc iting look at the handgun fi e ld. lnclud ­
ing:"Pistolsmith Profile" -"Springfield Armory Forges Ahead" 
plus test reports and morel Only $4 .95 postpaid. HANDGUN­
NER ANNUAL, Dept. HGA-Hll , 591 Camino de la Reina, 
Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

MASTER TIPS By Jon Winokur The best shooters in the 
business teach you step-by-step mastery of the techniques 
that made them winners. For your copy, Send $13.45 (includes 
postage) to: GUNS BOOKS, Dept. MT-Hll , 591 Camino de la 
Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

SHERWOOD'S CATALOG OF GUN PARTS, ACCESSO­
RIES, AMMUNITION, GOVERNMENT SURPLUS AND 
MUCH MORE. WHEN IN LOS ANGELES AREA, VISIT 
OUR4,000 SQ. FT. SHOWROOM. SEND $1TO:18714 PAR­
THENIA STREET, NORTHRIDGE, CA 91324 . 

NEW CATALOG every two months! Get the best new books 
on weaponry, revenge and dozens of other subjects! For 50 
page catalog detailing over 300 titles send $1.00 to: PALADIN 
PRESS, P.O. BOX 1307-8GAT, Boulder, Colorado 80306, 
(303)443-7250. 

Gun Si lencers/Noise surpressor. Complete how to booklet; 
Five easy steps to complete information on Silencers and sur­
pressors. Plans, Diagrams, Specification and Sources. Just 
send $29.95 to: Diamond Distributors, P.O. Box 991 , Hono­
lulu, Hawaii 96807. 

Comparison, "STUDY OF BULLET PERFORMANCE IN 
HUMAN SUBJECTS" based upon autopsy result;; of shoot­
ings. ln this injtial study, Performance of Glaser safety sl ugs, 
Remington Peters, S & W Nyclads, WW Silver tips is com­
pared. Price $11.95 postage included. VILLAGE GUN­
SMITH, POB 873, East Moline, IL 61244-1316. 

HOME WORKSHOP SlLENCERS VOL. I: Step-by-Step con­
struction methods for three different fireann silencers. Over 
fifty high quality, large format machinist's drawings are pre­
sented. 9xl2, softcover, 72pp. Send $15.00ppd to: PALADIN 
PRESS, P.O. Box !307-9AAK, Boulder, CO 80306. 

FAST SURVIVAL REFERENCE: Condensed survival in­
formation in lx>oklet form. Small enough for shirt pocket, wal­
let or purse. Send $2.00 and SASE to: Western Concept;; De­
sign, 4320-196th SW, Suite B146-AH, Lynnwood, WA 98036. 

IMPROVISED EXPLOSIVES: HOW TO MAKE YOUR 
OWN--by Seymour Lecker--Ten simple formulas give you the 
basis to construct actual bombs, lx>oby traps and mines! 5-
If.!x8-'n d, softcover, illus. , 80pp. Send $11.00ppd to: PALADIN 
PRESS, P.O. Box !307-8GAK, Boulder, Colorado 80306. 

FREE"Founding Fathers Bicentennial of the U.S. Constitu­
tion Booklet of Gun Quotes" Send SASE to: Second Amend­
ment Foundation, Dept. AH, 12500 N.E. Tenth Place, Belle­
vue, WA 98005. 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 

IT'S BACK! A GREAT OFFER!! WANTED CLASSIFlED 
ADVERTISERS wi ll ing to buy two ads at regular price ($.45/ 
Guns or $.75/Handgun per word) and get a third one FREE­
in both GUNS Magazine or AMERICAN HANDGUNNER or 
BOTH! Send pre-payment with typed copy to: CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200 San 
Diego, CA 92108. OFFER EXPIRES JULY 31, 1989, 
DON'T BE LEFT OUT!!! 

BECOME A LI CENSED FIREARMS DEALER! Official 
forms, latest BATF instructions. Wholesale sources. License 
guaranteed or fu ll refund ' $5.00. Monarch. Box 1614-EM, El 
Mirage, AZ 85335. 

BECOME f'EDERALLY LICENSED ]<' !REARMS DEALER! 
Complete fonnslinstructions $5.00."Starting Your Own Gun 
Business" (packed with information for your success) $4 .95. 
License guaranteed or full refund! All above $7.95. Metro, 
Drawer 2267-SC, Sun City, AZ 85372. 

JOURNEYMAN CREDENTIALS granted legitimate! Write: 
National Craftsman Unjon, 210 Fifth Avenue, Suite 1102, 
New York, NY 10010. 

INVESTIGATIVE NEWS Exciting newsletter containing 
new information, methods, techniques, books and weapons for 
the private investigation industry and the professional inves­
tigator. Satisfaction guaranteed. Se nd for FREE copy. 
NEWSLETTER, 407-EW Santa Cla ra , Santa Ana, CA 
92706. 

Why buy retai l? Go wholesale and save big bucks! My report 
tells how and gives sources. Send $3: !Wn Taylor, 2333 Dun­
can Dr #1, Fairborn, OH 45324 . 

YES! You can become a commissioned officer in the U.S. Mili­
tary. Commissioned officer tells how. Send $4:Karen Taylor, 
2333 Duncan Dr #1, Fairborn, OH 45324. 

BECOME A GUN DEALER -Professionally Prepared kit in­
cludes Official Forms, covers Licensing, Purchasing, Records­
-EVERYTHING! List;; HUNDREDS of Top Wholesa lers. 
GUARANTEED! $4.95: BUSINESS CONSULTANTS, P.O. 
Box 1232-H, Uniontown, PA 15401. 

PRIVATE SECURITY PAYS! Guards/patro lmen needed 
everywhere. Start your own agency with our step-by-step 
manual. $6.95. SecuriTech-H, Box C, Vashon, Washington 
98070. 

Become a gun dealer. For information on receiving your own 
F.F.L. Send $3.00: Shootin ' Iron Emporium, 1232 1 Southern 
Avenue, Garfield Ht.5, Ohio 44125. 
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GET PAID for reading books! Write: Pase-XM7, 161 Lincoln­
way, North Aurora, IL 60542. 

Licensed Firearms Dealer Application Kit. $5.00 Free lD 
Card and Wall Certificate. Interstate Enterprises, Drawer 
19689-AH, Houston, TX 77224. 

START YOUR OWN BUSINESS. Read DEALER - DISTRIB­
UTOR newspaper, $1.00. Interstate Publications, Drawer 
19689-DAH, Houston TX 77224. 

HOW TO MAKE MONEY MAKING/SELLING LEAD 
BULLETS. Excellent Home Business. No experience needed. 
$1,500 month part-t ime, $50,000 year ful l-t ime realis-
tic.Setting Up Operations ... Equipment .. . Supply Sources ... 
The Three Major Markets ... Increasing Sales ... Much More. 
$12.00: Richard Sitz,Box 453-A, Cedarville, MI 49719. 

COLLECTORS 

RANDALL PISTOL RESEARCH, Trends, and Letters of Au­
thenticity . Send for more information. Rick Kennerknecht, 
Box 1163R, Monrovia, CA 9I016-5163. 

EMBLEMS & INSIGNIA 

CUSTOM EMB ROIDERED EMBLEMS-DEC ALS-PINS. 
Free cata log/Quotes. Highest Quality. Guara nteed Lowest 
Prices. Rush Sketch. STADRIAH, 61 J ane Streel. N.Y.C. 
10014. (212)929-2293. 

GUNS HATS! Show your friends that you're a GUNS Team 
Member. Each hat featw·es: Bright orange logo, sand colored 
cap; polyester frontJMesh back. Only $5.95 + 6.5% sales lax 
for Calif. Residents. Send to: GUNS HATS, 591 Cammo de la 
Reina , Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

Also available ... GUNS Team member pins and patches. Now, 
you can a lso get your own GUNS Team member pin for only 
$2.50 + $1.00 shipping & handling .. . Or, a GUNS Team mem­
ber patch for only $3.50 + $1.00 shipping & Handling. Send 
To: GUNS PINS, 59I Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San 
Diego, CA 92108. 

FIREWORKS 

Salutes and Cannon crackers home made. The Best! Simple 
easy method, my secrets revealed. Stamp: Browns Diversified, 
POB 6, Paragon, Indiana 46166. 

Color catalog $1.00. Fireworks of America Ltd., Box 426, N. 
Benton, Ohio 44449. 

FlREWORKS, COLORED SMOKE DYES, ROCKET CAST­
ING, CANNON FUSES,etc. for s ignaling or survival applica­
tions. Catalog $1.00. NorStarr, Box 5585, Pocatello, Idaho 
83202. 

FlRECRACKERS, 80/16's $6.00 BRICK, BOTTLE ROCK­
ETS GROSS $2.50, ROMAN CAN DLES 10 BALL $4.50 
DOZEN, JUMPINGJACKS $2.00 GROSS, ONLY SOME OF 
OUR SAMPLE PRICES. ALL PRE-PAID. NIGHT AERIAL 
SHELLS, 61 SHOT REPEATERS. SKY ROCKETS, AND 
MANY MORE ITEMS TOO NUMEROUS TO MENTION 
HERE MANY NEW AND UN-USUAL ITEMS. ALL CAN 
BE SEEN IN OUR COLORFUL ILLUSTRATED CATALOG 
BY SEND ING $1.00 TO : A&W SA LE S, P 0. BOX 1, 
MUNCY, PA 17756. B; offer void where prohibited. 

FIREWORKS: Fun, safe, top qua lity, lowest prices, catalog 
$1.00: WESTSHORE FlREWORKS INC., 6641 E. Dewey 
AH8, Fountain, Mich. 49410. 

Cannon Fuse Cutt ing Device. Manua lly cuts 7,200 fuses or 
more per hour. $29.95. Cutter, P.O. Box 5733, Kent, WA 
98064-5733 

FOR SALE 

WATCH REPLICAS! LOWEST P RICES IN USA! War­
ranty! ! 8KT Goldplated' Exact weight! WE WILL NOT BE 
UNDERSOLD! CALL NOW (404)963-3USA. 

GERMAN MARCHES. $9.95 per cassette. Set of seven cas­
settes $49.50. Free list. Send SASE: NSDAPAO, Box 6414-
AH, Lincol n, NE 68506. 

Build your own shooting bench. target stand, rifle cabinet, re­
loading bench etc. Plans catalog $1 .00. LLEFMG, POB 908, 
Cornville, AZ 86325. 

IS IT TRUE YOU CAN BUY JEEPS FOR $44 THROUGH 
THE U.S. GOVERNMENT' GET THE FACTS TODAY! 
CALL 1-312-742-1142 EXT. 6279. 

GUN PARTS 

RANDALL & ODI VIKING 45ACP PARTS. DA RECEIV­
ERS, AT DISCOUNTED PRICES. Lefthand Parts Available . 
RANDCO, Box 1163A, Monrovia, CA 9 IOI6-5163. 

GUNS FOR SALE 

WOMEN-We specialize in COMPETITION AND DEFEN­
SIVE HANDGUNS FOR WOMEN. Automatics and revolv­
ers custom-tailored to suit yow· size, strength, needs and ex­
perience. We placed 2nd Woman at the 1987 Steel Challenge. 
For information send $1.00 to: J UDY'S COMP & CARRY, 
Box 640, Plains, MT. 59859 or call 406-826-5789. 

ATTENTION COLT MODEL 1911 OWNERS! CROSSMAN/ 
BLASER C02 PELLET GUN CONVERSION UNIT $129.00 
+ $3.00 SHIPPING: TEN RING PRECISION, INC., 1449 
BLUE CREST LANE, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78232, l -
5I2-494-3063. 

NEW MODEL 191 lAl 45 automatics (reconditioned mil itary 
slides) $245.00 + $4 .50 UPS; NEW MATCH BARRELS AND 
BUSHINGS $89.50 + $2.50 UPS; NEW STEEL FRAMES 
$82.50 + $2.50 UPS. DETAILED LITERATURE $1.00. TEN 
RING PRECISION, !NC., 1449 BLUE CREST LANE, SAN 
ANTONIO, TEXAS 78232 . 1-512-494-3063. 

GUNSMITHING 

PISTOLSMITH Triple chamber HIGH-COMP installed on 
your gun $225 complete. All work highest quality. Stainless 
steel grips for Colt auto $40. Catalog $1. Randall Thompson, 
654 Lela Pl. , Grand Jct., CO 81504. 

GUNSMITHING LATHES -milling machines-tools. New 
catalog $1.00: Blue Ridge Machinery and Tools, P.O. Box 536-
N, Hurricane, WV 25526, 304-562-3538. 

CUSTOM PISTOLSMITHING by Ra ndall Thompso n . 
Compensator systems, custom barrels, machine cut checker­
ing, metal craftsman. Highest Quality. Catalog $1. 654 Lela 
Place, Grand Jct., CO 81504. 

Learn my trade of gunsmithing, through video. We pioneered 
it 5 years ago with the OOok"Secrets of a Pistolsmith". We a re 
the proven leaders in the field. We offer videos on repairs, re­
barreling, refinishing, tuning. beddjng rifles and reloading. 
We have 21 titles and more on the way. These a re not home 
movies but professional films. Catalog on request. Trapper 
Gun, Inc. , 18717 E. I4 Mile ful. Fraser, MI 48026. (313)792-
0133. 

You too can tune and trouble shoot your favorite handgun 
with"Secrets of a Pistolsmith". Now in its fifth year. This OOok 
has only been available to gunsmiths and dealers. We are now 
offering this helpful book to the publ ic. This book is filled with 
many useful ways to correct any problems with S & W, Colt, 
Ruger and Browning handguns. Complete detailed line draw­
ings of each part. You can't fail with"Secrets of a Pistolsmith" 
by Lin''Trapper" Alexiou. Awarded one of the top 100 pistols­
miths in 1988. Send $5.00 to: Trapper Gun, Inc., 18717 E. 14 
Mile Road, Fraser, MI 48026. (313)792-0133. 

CUSTOM GUNSMITHING- Auto pistols, compensated or 
carry guns. XP-1 OO's custom stocks and barrels. High accu­
racy and reliabili ty a part of our service. Guns a re our busi­
ness-Ow- only business. Brochure $1. Mitchell Custom Guns, 
Rt 2 Bx 238, Breckenridge, Tx. 76024. 

Custom Handguns for street or competition 45 Auto and S& W 
Revolvers. S& W Armored School certified revolver and auto. 
Free Brochure: Karl Sokol , Chestnut Mountain Sports, 65 So. 
Main St., So. Deerfield, MA 01373, 413-655-4647. 

D & L Sports Custom Comba t 45's. Basic to full house pistols. 
P.O. Box651, Gillette, WY 82716. 307-686-4008. 

.45 Accuracy Jobs for Range or Street, Quick turn-around 
time Reliable. George Geiges, 949 Cypress Lane, Greentown, 
PA 18426. 

LEARN GUNSMITHING, from traditional techniques to 
cWTent"State of the Art." Learn from Masters in their fields. 
Excellent facilities and job opportunities. Fully accredited, 
Yavapai College, 1100 East Sheldon, Prescott, AZ 86301. 
Attn: Glenn Simpson, Gunsmithing Department. 

.45 Autos. for range or street. Accurate and affordable. Bro­
chure $1.00: Shootin ' Iron Emporium, 12321 Southern Ave­
nue, Garfield Hts, Ohio 44125. 

INSTRUCTION 

VIDEO TRAINING PROGRAMS: World Champion John 
Shaw's"Combat Pistol Shooting", $59.95 and"Combat Shot­
gun Shooting", $49.95; Police Lt. Jim Bui lard's Ultimate Self 
Defense Course", $59.95; other programs priced"$39.95 in­
clu d e : "Surv iva l Equipment ","S ur viva l Weap­
ons","Remington 870","Remington 11 00","Co lt 45 Auto· 
matic","The M-16","Basic Rappelling"; VHS/Beta, $2.50 
shipping; Law Enforcement programs available, call for bro· 
chure; Master Video, Dept. AH, 7947 Carol Elaine , Memphis, 
TN 38134, Telephone 9011372-7012. 

PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR TRAINING PROGRAM, 
WORLD'S LARGEST, AUDJO-VIDEO TRAINING. DETEC­
TIVE BADGE KJT WITH COURSE COMPLETE INFOR­
MATION $1.00 (REFUNDABLE): GLOBAL lNVESTIGA­
TION, BOX 191, HANOVER, MA 02339. 

You've tried the rest, now try the BEST! Authentic Tex/Mex 
chili from south of the Pecos. This is the recipe you've been 
looking for $3 .00 SASE. Cowtown Recipes, P .O. Box 5357, Ft 
Worth, TX 76108. 

KNIVES & SWORDS 

UNIQUE CUTLERY OUR SPECIALTY We carry all 
brands and types of cutlery, firearms and necessaries. CUT­
LERY KING tm, P .O. Box 464419, Lawrenceville, GA 30246. 
1-800-634-6205/Local 925-9086. 

SWITCHBLADES: Boker, Hubertus, Klaas a ll made in Ger­
many NO ki ts. Send $3.00 for catalog. Overby, 333 South 
State Street, Suite V-183, Lake Oswego, OR 97034. 

RANDALLS, Blackie Collins, Buck Customs, Al Mar, Gerber, 
Buck, Pacific, Victorinox, Case, Puma, Kershaw, Western, 
Kabar, Explorer, Aitor, Benchmark, Lakota, Cold Steel,! A.G. 
Russell, Browning, Frost, Parker, Taylor, Leatherman, Rem­
ington, Spyderco, Wyoming, Eye Brand, DMT, Lansky, Cata­
log $2.00: CAROLINA CUTLERY, P.O. Box 12819, WIN­
STON-SALEM, N.C. 27117 . 
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MACHETE 23" long, ha rdwood handle, raiser sharp polished 
blade. $13.95PPD. Satisfaction guaranteed. Cataldi , 318B 
Wilson Ave, SI, NY 10312. 

SWISS ARMY TYPE KNIFE, 3-1/4'' all stainless steel, 12 
tools in one. perfect gift. $12.00 Postpa id. Gemini Enterprises, 
7260 NW 20th Street, Sunrise, FL 33313. 

SAFARI POCKET HUNTING KNIFE, da rk rosewood 
handle and solid brass bolsters, stainless steel blade, over 7" 
long and comes with belt pouch. $11.00 Postpaid: Gemini En­
terprises, 7260 NW 20th Street, Sunrise, FL 33313. 

BLADE TRADER outdoor kershaw cutlery set, features, 5" 
fill et blade, 3-W' hunt ing blade, 5" crosscut saw blade, 5" red­
wood handle and scabba rd. $28.00 Postpaid: Gemini Enter­
prises, 7260 NW 20th Street, Sunrise, FL 33313. 

FLOATING FISHERMEN'S KNIFE, features 6-'h" stain­
less steel Kershaw blade, contoured grip, and water proof 
sheath. A must for all fishermen. $24.00 Postpaid: Gemini En­
terprises, 7260 NW 20th Street, Sunrise, FL 33313. 

LEATHERCRAFT 

ALESSI HOLSTERS in stock DETONICS and DESERT 
EAGLE p isto ls a nd accesso ri es. FORT KNOX safes . 
GOLDEN ROD Electric Dehumidifiers. INTERSTELLAR, 
POB 728, Lynn Haven, Florida 32444; 904/265-4480. 

Ml LIT ARIA 

MlLlTARY, MEDALS, WWU, KOREA, VIETNAM, Officia l 
Decorations and Service Medals, Miniature Medals, Ribbon 
Bars, Badges, Display Cases. All Guaranteed!"Claim Ameri­
can Medal s Fre e ' ', Manual. Co lo r Cata log $1.00. 
Write"Medals", 8893AH Pendleton Pike, Indianapolis, Indi­
ana 46226. 

MILITARY SURPLUS 

MILITARY SURPLUS-Survival equipment , military cloth­
ing, equipment, manuals, decora t ion s. Se lf- addressed 
stamped ($0.39) envelope for cata log. J.R. Sales, Box 4253H, 
Lancaster, CA 93539-4253. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

KNUCKS- Genuine brass paperweights, not cheap alumi­
num, same day delivery $7.95 prepaid: Matthews Pqlice Sup­
ply, P.O. Box 1754, Matthews, NC 28105. 

CHEWING-SMOKING Tobacco!! Do you Chew-Smoke? Free 
samples - 'f\vist , Snuff1 Pipe and Pouches- Prices. Guaranteed 
satisfaction: FREDCO'S, Dresden, Tennessee 388225. 

SHORT-RUN CUSTOM BELT BUCKLES WITH YOUR 
LOGO MY SPEC IALTY SOLID SAN DCAST S ILI CON 
BRONZE ALL HAND FINISHED. BUCKLES BY MlKE, 
1225 MANZANITA, DEPT. AH, LOS ANGELES, CA 90029. 

NINJA CATALOG Nightsu its, handclaws, footspikes, cal­
throps, blowpens, shuriken and reference materials for the 
Shadow Warrior. Send $1.00 to: Ninja Supply Systems, Box 
28222/AH, Atlanta, GA 30358. 

NAZI War souveni rs and daggers! Illustrated catalog $IO, bill 
(refundable). Disco, Box 331-H, Cedarburg, WI 53012-033 1. 

FREE 32-PAGE PRIVACY CATALOG. Low-profile tech­
niques. Cash income opportunities. Secret loans. Asset protec­
tion. New identity. EDEN PRESS, Box 84 10-HG, Founta in 
Valley, CA 92728. 

AlRGUN NEWS AND REPORT--THE ALL-AROUND AIR­
G UN MAGAZINE PUBLISHED QUARTERLY. $ 15 
YEARLY, SAMPLE COPY $5 P&H INCLUDED. BOX 711A, 
COMANC HE, T EXAS 76442--(9 15 )356-5065 , VISA OR 
MASTERCARD ACCEPTED. 

CHERRYBOMBS, Firework Chemicals, Cannon Fuse, M-
60s, M-70s, Books to make M80s, Silencers, Fireworks, etc. 
Cata logu e $5., refunded with l st order; Not intended fo r sale 
where prohibited by law; Capitol Fireworks, 1805 \V.Monroe, 
Springfie ld, IL 62704. 

Personal Securi ty devices guaranteed to disable any attacker. 
Complete information. One dollar. Security, POB 924 , Vicks­
burg, MS 39180, Dept. Guns. 

BULLET PROOF VEST- Class II-A Keviar soft body a rmor. 
Will defeat the .45 ACP, .357 mag. 9mm, 00 Buck and knife 
attack. Tested a l the Aberdeen Proving Grounds by the U.S. 
Government Edgewood Arsenal. ~l-ont and back protector 
$I 75.00. Side panels: $35.00 per set. Sized S, M, L, XL: MPS 
Co., 1441 West John St., Matthews, MC 28105. (704)847-8793. 
Established 1970. 

SWISS WATCH REPLICAS! #1 USA Wholesaler! Exact 
Details, 18kt Goldplated ' Warranty! PROMOTIONAL LA­
BORDA Y SPECIAL! Limited time Offer ' ORDER! CALL! 
(404)963-3USA. 

CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2. for illustrated cata log. B-PEC, 
Dept. H86, P.O. Box 444, Los Alamitos, Calif. 90720. 

Save$, make your owns sinkers, bullets, lead models. Large 
capacity electr ic melting pot you can build from scrap mate­
rials avai lable everywhere. Complete information $5.00 
SASE to: Nifty Plans, P.O. Box 5357, Fort Worth, TX 76108. 

Government Jobs $15,400-$72,500 Now Hiring, Excellent 
Benefits. Call 504-649-7922 ExtJ-5025. 
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REVOLUTIO ARY · CIVIL WAR SHIRTS, BREECHES, 
LE GG INGS, LOI NC LOTH S. NEC KL ACES, TOMA­
HAWKS. INTERGALACTIC, 1253 N. CALIFORNIA, CHI­
CAGO, ILLINOIS 60622. 

Springfield Armory representatives will attend most major 
shooting competit ion during t he 1988 season, includinf:r. Bian­
chi Cup, Camp Perry National Matches, The Masters, USPSA 
Nationals. and more. Sales and service will be availa ble on 
Springfield 1911 -A l s, Ml As, SAR-48s, Omegas, and accesso­
ries. Cal l (309)944-5631 for deta ils. 

Gov't 45 Video. f'ieldstrip/disassy/meassy. VHS $21.14 post­
paid. Also PPKs-$2 1.24 . TJE Video Productions, Box 50141, 
Reno, Nevada 895 13. 

CREDIT CARDS. Visa, Master card, credit problems, wel­
come, call 602-926-2167 anytime. 

CASH to 15,000. Credit problems welcome. Call 602-234-6992 
anytime. 5,000 instant credit with us . No one turned down. 

POLICE EQUIPMENT 

INVESTIGATORS, SECURITY OFF' ICE RS, FREELAN­
CERS, INTERESTE D CITIZENS: Comm iss ioned Ra nk, 
Badge, Iden tification. USPSDA Security-Detective Associa­
tion. Box 6303-AH, Corpus Christi, Texas 78411. 

SECOND CHANCE & POINT BLANK police products at 
SPECIAL PRICES! Law Enforcement Officers ONLY, Call 
1-800-351-1477 Ext. 714. Required Information : Your Name/ 
Rank & Your Departments Name/Address. (Visa/Masterca rd 
Accepted). N.P.0.S., Box 55 (AHM), Rapid City, SD 57709-
0055, (We bid Departmental Purchases). 

LAW ENFORCEMENT badge and patch collectors send $1. 
for list or $6 for 12 monthly lists. Baird, Dept. H87, P.O. Box 
444, Los Alamitos, Calif. 90720. 

REAL ESTATE 

MONTANA LAND. 20 + Acres of Northwest's Best Hunting,! 
Fishing, Recreation, Forest, Lake Country. Many Border Na­
tional Forest. Good Roads. T'imber and Mineral Rights, War­
ranty Deed, Insured Title, Easy Owner Terms. Free Bro­
chures and Photos. NORTHWEST LAND EXCHANGE, P.O. 
Box 1088 Dept. AH, Coeur d'Alene, Idaho 83814. (208)664-
3870. 

Kentuc kys Lak e Co untry- Sce ni c acreage tracts fr om 
$5200.00 w/terms in secure private estate, three gun ranges, 
hiking-horseback trails. Outstanding deer hunting. Detai ls 
606-787-9863. 

SURVIVAL 

WANTED TO PURCHASE 

Ideas, Invent ions, technology wanted by one of America's 
leading invention submission firms to be presentee to indus­
try. Call 1-800-288-IDEA. !SC-Hang, 903 Liberty, Pittsburgh, 
PA 15222. 
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Case 
Collator 

Feeds cases 
base first into 
case tubes of 

C-H Auto· 
CHamp, Star, 

Green Machine 
and Lee. 

Controllable 
case rate, Micro 
switch shut off 

when tube is full. 
Handles all 

cases .38 thru 
.44 Mag. 

· "} Price complete 
...,lt . . ........ $160.00 

Phone (715) 
229-2146 and 

BOOK 
REVIEWS 
Police Defensive Handgun Use and 
Encounter 1hctics, by Brian A. Felter, 368 
pages, illustrated, paperback, $24.95. The 
Brady Company, Rt. 9 W, Englewood Cliffs, 
NJ, 07632. 

I n the preface, the author describes his book 
as "a college course" in the police use of 

the service handgun. If that was the author's 
purpose in writing this book, he has suc­
ceeded. The text goes far beyond the often 
shallow treatment of the subject and looks 
deep into areas that are not well covered in 
most other texts currently available. 

After beginning rather lightly with a his­
torical overview of the spectrum of defensive 
handgunning, Felter moves from theory into 
an in-depth look at the types of service hand­
guns, and how they work, as well as the 
matter of safe gun handling. Chapter 2 - Safe 
Gun Handling- should be required reading 
for every police officer. 

There is one thing that sets this book head 
and shoulders above most other defensive 
handgun manuals. Nearly every contempo­
rary police writer preaches his own brand of 
true religion, and has nothing but scorn for 
the "other guy's school." In this book it all gets 
equal time. 

Revolvers, double action autos, single 
actions autos - the validity of each type is 
recognized. And it is well summed up by 
recognition of the fact that, in the final analy­
sis, the user is more important than the type 
weapon. 

In the same way, the ongoing (and over­
done) discussion of the Weaver stance, the 
Turret stance and point-shooting, is well cov­
ered in a realistic manner, and although 
Felter's personal preference can be deter­
mined, the reader is not beaten over the head 
with it. 

Mental set and survival, tactical reloading, 
left handed reloading, weapon malfunctions 
and clearing stoppages are included for the 
defensive handgunner. 

If this book is so good, what is not here? It 
is not a good book for beginning shooters. 
The author assumes a certain amount of basic 
knowledge. It is not a book for casual read­
ing. It is a text book, and must be read and 
studied like one. It is not a book full of pretty 
pictures. In fact not one photo graces the 
entire book. Instead there are hundreds of 
line drawings by the author's talented wife. 
At first this was a turn-off. But upon closer 
examination the drawings-carefully done 
from actual photographs - show needed 
detail in a way that the photos themselves 
never could have. 

And it is not a book for the IPSC 
gamesman. It is directed at those men and 
women - police or civilian - who anticipate 
the possibility of using a handgun defen­
sively. And considered in that arena, it is an 
overwhelming success. 

Charlie Smith 

DRAKE'S 
STEEL REACTIVE 

TARGETS 
DRAKE'S PLATES 

Plate table w ith six 8" diameter faces made of T-1 plate, 
easy-pull mechanism allows Instant return, disassembles 
for easv storage, made to compet it ion specifi cations 
or custom plates made to your specificat ions. Bowl ing 
pin size plat es optlo nal. ........................ $395.00 
Extra bowling pin Plat es of T-1 to f lt plate table !5et of SlS 90.00 

" PEPPER POPPER" 
42" hlgh 3/ 8" mild steel wtlh hinged base - made t o 
competition specifications - power adjustment - for 
use with all lead pist ol bUllets . . S 89.00 

5·WAY FLOPPER 
8" shoot plate activates ta rget frames - shoot target 
disappears and no shoot target appears - targets flop 
9QO - speed adjustable. . . S 75.00 

TARGET STANDS 
Angle Iron construct ion - pockets t o accept fi rri ng 
strips on wh ich t o staple ta rgets. . ...... S 29.00 

STEEL PLATES 
3/ 8" mild st ee l plates welded on a r x 4-11r steel base. 

8" Diameter Plates <set of 6l ........ S 79.00 
6 .. Diameter Plates <Set of 6l . S 75.00 
4 .. Diameter Plat es !Set of 6l . s 69.00 
Bowllng Pin Plates (5et of 5l . S 65.00 

Targets are designed for use with all lead plstol bullets only. Custom 
p late pr ices upon reauest; please send SASE along with your 
specifica t ions. send S2.00 for full-co/or brochure. All shipping 
charges collect. CT residents add 7!1% sates tax. To order, send 
name, full street address rno P.O. boxesJ with check or money order 
to: 

DRAKE'S WELDING SERVICE, INC. 
P.O. Box 8, Stonington. CT 06378 

1203! 535-391 5 or 599·2209 

3 inch .41 O & or .45 Colt 

SPECIF ICATIONS MODEL 4 

Barr el Length 4 .1 inc hes ; Over· 
all Length 6 inches; Weight 16V2 oz. 

Sta ndard Grips are Rosewood. Stag 
Gr ips are $25 ext ra. Finish - High 

Polis h or Satin. 3 ~ and 6 ~ Barre l lengths are 
also availab le. Forty othe r calibers are avai l . 

ab le i ncluding 9mm , 10mm , .38, .357 , .44 Mag . .45 Auto. etc. 

For Free Literature Send Stamped En ve lope 

AMERICAN DERRINGER CORP 
P.O. Box 8983 Dept.AH4, Waco, Texas 76714 

$9.95 plus $ 3.00 postage and handling. 
Michigan residents add 4% sales tax. 
BOB KRIEGER. GUNSMITH 

2271 Star Court H.G. •Auburn Hts., Ml 48057 
(313) 853-6171 

511.50 PLUS $1 .SO POSTAGE & HANDLING 

BRUSHES INCLUDED 
"KEEP 'EM CLEAN ON THE LINE" 
P.P.C. -1.P.S.C. - PIN - COMBAT 
Specify model & caliber 
Extra brushes 6 for $3.50 
~ VISA/MASTERCARD , .. ,, 

llil!!i!i!iii!!Jiiiiiii._.._._..A.C·C·E·P·TED . 
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And all the gifts were unwrapped except for 
the one that was still in his lap. 

'Twas a copy of GUNS snugly tucked in his 
hand, the first issue of a subscription he'd 
received from a friend. 

He opened it up and began to read, it had all 
the shooting news he'd ever need. 

Columns and articles and features galore, on 
airguns and rifles and handguns and more! 

Page after page of guns, gadgets and gear, for 
shooting and hunting all through the year. 

Then he found the "Gun Giveaway" and he 
studied and read, 'till visions of winning danced 
through his head . .. 

Months after Saint Nick has long since 
departed, you'll find him with GUNS, the latest 
issue he's started. 

Sitting by the fireplace hours upon end, still 
enjoying the subscription he'd received 
from a friend. 

You can give GUNS Magazine subscriptions for a fraction of 
what you'd expect to pay for a gift that gives as much: 

•One or two subs only $11.95 each. 
•Three or four only $9.95 each. 
•Five or more only $7.95 per 
subscription. 
Each subscripti on also includes a / , · · -- -

handsome card tu notify the recipient ~ ~ 
of your g ift. Use the adjo ining gift ~ -~ 
subscription envelope o r w rit e to P. O. Box :-~. ~ 

8520 1, San Diego, CA 92 138 to o rd er your GUNS 
Magazine gift subscripti o ns today! 



INDUSTRY INSIDER 
CAMERON HOPKINS 

HANDGUNNER'S BONANZA-WILDEY 
AUTO, RUGER REVOLVER, S& W AUTOS 

M assad Ayoob broke the news in 
American Handgunner of a rumored 

"compact" version of the S&W M-645 
floating around the FBI training center. 
While Smith and Wesson spokesmen hes­
itate to confirm our scoop outrightly, they 
hint that the new chopped version of the 
double-action .45 ACP semi-auto may be 
introduced at SHOT Show 1989. 

But that is not the hot news from Spring­
field. Two insider sources , my eyeballs, 
verify that Smith and Wesson is improving 
and upgrading the entire line of 9mrn and 
.45 pistols, from the 39 to 59 to the 469 to 
the 645 . The changes are for the most part 
ergonomic to address the frequent lament 
that the grip angle of the 39/59/645 is awk­
ward and uncomfortable. 

I was browsing through my local gun 
shop, which also happens to be an S& W 
law enforcement distributor, when a Smith 
rep strutted in proudly to show off an alu­
minum case full of the newly designed 
autos. 

The grip is now a one-piece plastic 
wraparound style with little goose bumps 
for checkering that fills in the area beneath 
the tang and gives a much more "pointable" 
feel. The gun felt like a SIG P-226 to me, a 
noticeable improvement over the old grip 
angle. 

Additionally, the revamped S&W's have 
improved sights and a larger trigger guard 
for shooting with gloves. I didn't get the 
chance to inspect the new Smiths thor­
oughly because just then my good friend 
the owner of the gun shop courteously 
thought to introduce me to the Smith rep. 

"Joe, meet the editor of American Hand­
gunner," he said politely. The rep's face 
bleached white, and he snatched the gun 
from my hands . "Nice to meetcha, but this 
thing's a secret. No press!" he sputtered. 

I don't really like to hammer on politics, 
but this is the last issue before the Novem­
ber presidential election. I remind you that 
Mike Dukakis said : 

"/ don't believe in people owning guns, 
only the police and the military, and I'm 
going to do everything I can to disarm this 
state (Massachusetts) ." 

And that says it all about this gun-grab­
ber for president. 

The Wildey Auto Pistol is in production 
at last! This massive semi-auto chambered 
for the potent .475 Wildey Magnum 
weighs 58 ozs. with a six-inch barrel and 
features a clever gas system to operate the 
dual cam bolt. The gas system is patented. 
Other cartridges for which the Wildey is 
chambered include the .44 Wildey Mag­
num , .45 Winchester Magnum , .357 
Peterbuilt, .44 Auto Mag and .41 Wildey 
Magnum. 

The next Wildey design is called the 
Ringmaster and it is scheduled for produc­
tion in 1989. Made of stainless or blue 
(your choice), the Ringmaster is similar to 
the Auto Pistol. Precise details on the dif­
ferences are not available at press time. For 
more information , write Wildey, Dept. 
AH , 28 Old Route 7 , Brookfield , CT, 
06804. 

The .41 Action Express cartridge lan­
guishes with no guns chambered for it, 
other than a few custom 19lls, while the 
rival !Omrn Auto thrives in the Colt Delta 
Elite. Both FIE and Action Arms say their 
respective clones of the CZ-75 in .41 AE 
are coming, but still no guns. The .41 AE is 
a semi-auto pistol cartridge of .41 caliber 
with a rebated case head to fit a 9mm size 
breech face. 

The long awaited 5-shot revolver from 
Sturm, Ruger and Co. is here. The little 
revolver is dubbed the SP-101, and I pre­
sume the "SP" stands for Special as this gun 
is chambered in . 38 Special. The lockwork 
is from the GP-100 design. The first 

impression one gets of the SP-101 is .stout. 
For a little gun, it's big. 

Our sample has a three-inch barrel with 
a round-butt , slimmed-down grip of the 
rubber-in-wood style of the GP-100. I 
tested the SP-101 for concealability with a 
standard exam - drop it in the front pocket 
of a pair Levis and see if it disappears. 
Nope, the three-inch barrel is too long for 
this little revolver to qualify as a pocket 
pistol, unlike my J-frame S&W Chiefs 
Special that hides in a jeans pocket nicely. 

I think the SP-101 can take all the + P 
loads you would care to shoot. The top 
strap is beefy and the frame is robust. It's 
awfully big for a little gun which makes it a 
strong, rugged design although not the 
most discreet of pocket pistols. 

In the last issue I noted that Federal 
Cartridge Company's new rimmed 9mm , 
the 9mm Federal , had hit a snag because 
the round would chamber in old .38 S&W 
top break revolvers. Federal notes that , 
yes, the round does fit in the old top breaks 
and, yes, Federal cautions against shooting 
the new 9mm Federal in these old guns, 
but, no, Federal is not re-designing the 
9mm Federal. 

Charter Arms now has the Pit Bull 
revolver chambered for the new 9mm 
Federal cartridge and Sturm, Ruger and 
Co. says it will have a GP-100 in 9mm 
Federal before the year is out. 

And speaking of Federal , the new 
Hydra-Shok line of "maximum energy 
transfer" ammunition is now available. We 
will be sending our Special Projects Editor 
to tour the Federal facility and bring you an 
exclusive report on this and other exciting 
new loads from Federal Cartridge soon. 

Ram-Line has a new magazine for high 
capacity 9mrn pistol that adds an additional 
two rounds over and above the standard 
factory mags. Your Beretta 92, Ruger 
P-85 , SIG P-226, S&W 659 and Taurus 
PT-92 can now take 17 rounds instead of 
the 15 in the factory mags with the new 
Ram-Line magazines. Browning Hi­
Powers, Kasnar PJKs and Beretta Com­
pacts rise from 13 to 15 rounds with the 
Ram-Line blue or stainless magazines. 
They sell for about $25 each. 

If you're looking for a reasonably priced 
pocket pistol , check out the new Bersa 
Compact .380 and .22. Weighing less than 
24 ozs., the Bersa pistols are all-steel with 
walnut grips. I'm not so sure about the 
Bersa claim of "pin-point accuracy" in 
their press release , since an accurate 
pocket pistol is an oxymoron. Perhaps we 
can use that hackneyed old cliche 
of gun writers: "acceptable com-
bat accuracy." 
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9AP 
124gr. FMJ 
SPORT 
NINE 

AE9DP 
115gr. FMJ 

REDUCED COST 
NINE 

9BP 
115gr. Hi-Shok" JHP 

EXPANDING 
NINE 

9BPLE ( +P+ )* 
115gr. JHP 

LAW ENFORCEMENT 
NINE 

9CP 
95gr. JSP 

ULTRA-FAST 
NINE 

P9HS1 
124gr. Hydra-Shok HP 
HYDRA-SHOK™ 

NINE 

Federal offers the widest selection of 9mm 
Luger loads in the world. We give you more 
and better choices in 9mm bullet designs 
and weights. That allows you to better 
•Available for law enforcement and government sales only. 

c 1988 FC.C. 

9MP 
124gr. FMJ SWC 

MATCH 
NINE 

P9HS3(+P+)* 
124gr. Hydra-Shok HP 

HIGH VELOCITY 
NINE 

N9BP 
124gr. Nyclad HP 
ALL AROUND 

NINE 

P9HS2 (+P+)* 
147gr. Hydra-Shok HP 

HEAVIEST 
NINE 

19022 Normat 
116gr. FMJ 
NORMA 

NINE 

9mm NATO' 
124gr. FMJ 
MILITARY 

NINE 

match the performance characteristics you 
desire. So if you shoot 9mm ammo, 
compare our loads and look no further. 
Federal has you covered. 
t Distributed by Federal in the U.S. 

FEDERAL 
THE DRIVING FORCE IN AMMUNfflDN 

Federal Cartridge Company 
Anoka, MN 55303 

.:..=== MADE IN THE U.5.A. 



But what does it have to do with revolvers? 
The answer is, not much. 

Fact is, when you're talking about handgun 
design and quality, "thicker" doesn't mean better. 
Or stronger. It just means bulkier. 

At Smith & Wesson, we know the difference. 
That's why we use the more expensive forging 
process to build our revolver frames. 

Forging allows us to take advantq.ge of 
steel 's natural strength. And forged parts don't 
have the problem of internal porosity that's part of 
the cheaper investment casting process. That 

means we don 't have to add extra bulk to make 
our guns strong and resilient. 

What results is a revolver design that's lean 
and sleek. One that gives you what you really 
want: smooth double action trigger pull, accuracy, 
reliability - and strength. 

People who are seri ous about handguns 
know the difference, too. When they order a 
burger, they want it to be thick and juicy. But 
when they buy·a rev2lver, they want it to be lean 
and tough -like a Smith & Wesson. 

Shown: S&W Model 686, .357 MAGN M®~ 4" barrel. See it - o~ any of the 
other 106 S&W revolver model variations - at your Smith & Wesson dealer. 

Forged in the US.A. 


	American Handgunner Magazine November/December 1988
	Table Of Contents
	Features
	Bolt-On Custom L-Frame
	Master Tips
	Christmas Turkey
	Hogue Monogrips
	Remington's .45 Shot Loads
	The Ayoob Files
	Big Three Chronographs
	Handgunner's Christmas Wish List
	Taffin Tests
	Dan Wesson .44 Hunter Pak
	Smith & Wesson Classic Hunter
	Custom Gun Giveaway
	Ed  Brown's Maxi-Comp
	Steel Challenge 1988
	Pin Grabbers

	Columns
	Speak Out
	Pistolsmithing
	Handloading
	Cop Talk
	Siluetas
	Insights Into IPSC
	Handgun Hunting
	Industry Insider




