


An even better shot 
timer ... at the same 
low price. 

The Pro Timer III is an improved version 
of the Pro Timer II , the official timer for 
major matches. In fact , it's so much 
better, we've discontinued the Pro 
Timer II. 

The Pro Timer III offers the same 
proven features .. . and more: 
• Easier to operate. For the most 

common modes of operation, just turn 
on the switch and start shooting. 

• Shot detection and stop plate switch 
operations are automatically selected. 

• Par time available on both shot and 
stop plate modes. 

• Incorporates a new low-frequency 
buzzer. 

• Includes a coupling jack for man-on-
man or remote start. 

• Enclosed in a new lightweight, 
. custom-molded case. 
• Uses a 9-volt alkaline battery in an 

easy access battery compartment. 
No more worry about rechargeable 
batteries failing at critical times. 

• Pressure sensitive push button 
switches and LCD display are on top 
of the unit for easy viewing. 

• Clear dust-cover top eliminates 
contamination, adding to reliability. 

All this for the same price as the 
Pro Timer Il.. .only $274.95! 

Plus ... 
• A 30-day money back guarantee. 
• An unmatched repair/ service policy ... 

5-day turn-around from date of 
receiving unit or we will replace it with 
a new unit. 

• Unmatched quality backed up with a 
six month replacement guarantee. 
If all this is more than you need right 

now, you can buy the basic Pro Timer I 
for only $197.95. When you're ready to 
move up to the Pro Timer III, just return 
the unit. We'll convert it to Pro Timer III 
capability for only $80.00 (plus $4.50 
for shipping and handling). 

Call Toll Free 1 ·800-222-3845 . Jllinois residents 
1-815-877-3322. Visa, MasterCard and COD 
accepted. Illinois residents add 6% sales tax. 
Add $4.50 for shipping and handling. Certified 
check or money order by mail. 

I~ 
Competition Electronics, Inc. 

753 Candy Lane, Rockford, IL 61111 



• Made in the USA • 
There are a lot of people with a lot of fancy 
degrees out there that enjoy telling you that 
the U.S. is washed up in the production of 
quality innovative new products . That the 
American worker is lazy and expensive, that 
the guys that roll up their sleeves and get their 
hands dirty are mindless robots. Well they're 
dead wrong. Dillon Precision is a small tough 
company that 's knocked the competition on its 
can . We've done it by giving our customers a 
quality product at a reasonable cost and stand
ing behind our products with the industry's fin
est warranty and customer service. We have 
been the leaders in combining space age tech
nology and U.S. ingenuity to bring shooters the 
very finest in reloading equipment. Dillon Pre
cision now brings automatic progressive 
reloading within the reach of every pistol 
shooter. Born in the U.S.A. , Dillon Precision 
proudly announces the most advanced 
reloader in the world. 

• Dillon's Square Deal • 
Our goals in designing this amazingly 
advanced reloader were simple. It had to be 
an entry level machine, easy to use even if 
you 've never reloaded a cartridge in your life. 
It had to have a minimum amount of adjust
ments to take the mystery out of the reloading 
process. It had to be a quality lifetime warran
teed product, not an unsafe piece of potmetal 
junk. It had to be capable of quickly reproduc
ing factory quality ammunition. Most of all it 
had to work, not just with a skilled operator, 
but for everyone that ever wanted to reload 
but was afraid to try. It had to be priced at 
about the same price of five or six boxes of 
factory loaded ammunition . Did we do it? You 
bet your ass we did . Don't you just love it 
when a plan comes together. 

•Top Gun• 
If you 're going to learn to shoot well , you need 
to shoot a lot. Factory ammo is great but 
expensive. Our local dealer sells new 45 ACP 
for $25.75 per box, that's $51 .50 per hundred. 
You can load that same ammo for less than 
$11.40 per hundred. So economic good sense 
says you need to reload . It's been said that it 's 
hard to soar with eagles when you 're sur
rounded by turkeys and it's harder still to be a 

Complete 
With 
Adjusted Carbide Dies 

Order NolN. 
top gun while reloading with an inadequate, 
unreliable reloader. The Dillon Square Deal is 
the most reliable progressive reloader in the 
world. It is the fastest. It is the most accurate. 
It is the easiest to use. It has the best warranty. 
It has a no strings attached 30 day return pol
icy. It's what you're looking for. It's a square 
deal. 

• Duplicating Factory • 
• Ammunition • 

It's no trick with a Square Deal. This is how it 
works. The Dillon Square Deal arrives from the 
factory ready to reload . Our drop-in insert dies 
are adjusted, you determine how much powder 
you want the automatic powder measure to 

. throw and select the bullet depth. You place a 
fired cartridge into station one, a bullet at sta
tion three and pump the handle. The Square 
Deal resizes the fired round, installs a new 
primer, deposits powder in the case, seats the 
bullet, crimps the bullet, indexes and ejects the 
reloaded round into the attached collection 
box, all automatically. No myste'ry here, no 
hours of minute adjustments to get it just right. 
The Dillon Square Deal does it all. Priced at 
$135.00 complete with dies in one caliber. The 
Square Deal is available in 45 ACP, 9mm, 44 
magnum, 38 cal and 357 magnum. Complete 
conversions available . 

•Order Today• 
Try a Square Deal for thirty days. If for 
any reason you're dissatisfied return it 
and we'll refund your purchase price. You 
have nothing to lose. Call us toll free, a 
member of our staff will be glad to answer 
your questions and take your order. 
Please have your Visa or Master Card 
ready when you call. If you prefer, we will 
ship C.O.D./cash with no extra COD 
charge. All Square Deals are shipped 
freight paid within the continental U.S. 
Write or call for foreign rates. 

~ . 
I) • • 

t 
rec1s1on 

Products, Inc. 
7442 E. Butherus Drive 
Scottsdale, Az 85260 

Call Toll Free 
1-800-421-7632 

In Arizona 948-8009 
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THE PACT DIFFERENCE 
"The PACT MK/I is the only timer you will ever 
need. It's advanced 32 character LCD display 
instantly enables you to read out a 
number of important details from a given 
string of fire, while its audible start 
benchmark and stop signals allow it to 
time all kinds of shooting events. These 
features allow the convenience of 
practicing alone for any conceivable match 
situation. I never go to the range with out 
it and neither should you. " 

Rob Leatham CM 

PACT MKll 
The PACT MKll Championship Timer and Chrono

graph rep resents our committment to design and 
production of the finest possible training equipment. 
To create it we combined the original Timer and 
Chrono-mod into a single unit. Then we dramati
cally cut the size and weight of the new package. Did 
we loose any features in the process? Not a one , 
in fact we added a few new ones-like a longer time 
limit for you PPG shooters , and automatic power 
factoring for all you IPSC shooters. The result is 
the smallest, lightest, most dependable, most cost 
effective and we believe , finest shooting timer and 
chronograph in the world. 

WHY DD I NEED A SHOOTING TIMER? 
Whether you are practicing for competition or to 

save your life ; if you are go ing to improve, you must 
keep track of the two elements of markmanship that 
you are striving to master: accuracy and speed. 

Would you consider practicing without a target? 
Of course not , because without a target you have 
no measure of your accuracy. By the same token , 
if you practice without a timer, you have no accurate 
measurement of your speed. 

''If you combined every other shooting timer on the 
market into one it would still not contain all the fea
tures of the PACK MK/I. Working with it has meas
urably improved my basic shooting skills. " 

. . . Brian Enos 

EASY TO USE 
The MKll is about as easy to use as your pocket 

calcu lator. For example, to enter a stop beep or ' 'par 
time " at 4 seconds, simply push " PAR". The timer 
will tel l you " ENTER PAR TIME AND PUSH SET" 
so yor push " 4", " SET " . Want to change it to 
6 seconds? Just push " PAR ", " 6", " SET", it's 
that simple 1 

ADVANCED DISPLAY 
The MKll features an advanced 32 character LCD 

display instead of the four digit display commonly 
found on other timers and chronographs. This dis
play allows the M Kl I to provide you with al l of the 
information for a given shot at a glance, eliminat
ing the hassel of having to " toggle" back and forth 
between funct ions in order to review your string. 

GIVE ME AN EXAMPLE: 
Let 's say you fire six shots, reload and fire six 

more shots. Here is an example of what the Timer 
will display: 

#(i12 A 27 
FIMD SHOT 

• You have fired 12 shots. 
•Your twelfth shot came .27 seconds after your 

eleventh shot. 
• Your total time was 6.67 seconds. 

1. 54 
SHOT 

4. (17 

Now you are curious about how long yo ur reload 
took , so you tell the Timer to " FIND SHOT #7 " and 
you see that your re load took you 1. 54 seconds. 
(The time between your sixth and seventh shot.) 

$49.00 CHRONOGRAPH 
" The finest chronograph I have ever used" 
. . . Ross Seyfried 

Whether you shoot reloads or factory ammu ni
tion , you need to know how fast the ammunition 
you use is going when it leaves your gun 

F' !.!.! ~·. F~ -. T p i ·:::: ·j ··~· p; '-· i I•.. .t.. t ~~ :: .:-

By hav ing the $49 CHRONO- MODrM installed in 
your Timer, you enable it to double as the best port
able chronograph qn the market. When yu fire . your 
Timer wi ll display the shot number and ve locity of 
the last shot fired, as we ll as you r cu rrent average 
ve loc ity. When you finish your string, push 
' 'review '', the Timer will display high veloc ity, low 
velocity and their corresponding shot numbers. 
Push " review " again and the Timer will display 
the extreme variation and average deviati on . In ad 
dition each shot may be reviewed individually. Enter 
the bullet weight at th e beginning of a string and 
the Timer will compute the power factor for each 
shot. 

COST EFFECTIVE 
Performance has its price and the M Kl I timer is 

more expensive than other timers on the market. 
However, when compared to purchasing a separate 
timer and chronograph the PACT MKll, with all of 
its features, ends up costing less. Even if you don 't 
want to purchase a chronog raph now, it can always 
be added at a later date. 

*Patent 
Pending 

"The PACT MK/I is the only timer with all of the 
functions needed for advanced training '' 

. . . Chip McCormick 

30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
Try the PACT MKll for 30 days. If you are not 

100 % sati sfied with every aspect of its perfor
mance, send it back undamaged (no fair dri ving 
over it) and we will refund you r money. That 's our 
promi se and you can depend on it. 

DO IT TODAY 

Ordering a PACT MKll is easyi 

BY PHONE: 1-800-722-8462 
[In Texas] 1-214-641-0049 

BY MAIL: We ' ll need to know your name, 
address , and daytime phone number. Please 
enclose a personal check, bank check , 
money order or card number and expiration 
date from your Visa or MasterCard. C O.D 
orders welcome. 

PACT MKll CHAMPIONSHIP TIMER - $329 
PACT CHRONO-MOD [optional] - $49 
PACT SKY SCREENS $15 . EACH $25./PAIR 
Sh ipping & Insurance - $5 UPS Ground , $10 
UPS Air. 4% charge for Visa or MasterCard . 
Texas res idents add 5% sales tax. 

NOTE: This $329 price includes the Timer 
with belt cli p, battery charger and manual. 
The CHRONO-MOD can be purchased with 
your Timer or it can be installed at a later 
date . 

BROCHURE AVAILABLE covering the PACT 
product line . $1 .00 re fu ndable with first 
purchase. 

One year limited warranty. 

P .0. Box 531525 
Grand Prairie, TX 75053 

[214] 641-0049 
1-800-PACT INC 

PACT , MKll Championship Timer and CHRONO-MOD are Trademarks of Practical Applied Computer Technology , Inc. 



Pachmayr Thriving 
To set the record straight, Pachmayr has 

not closed down its custom shop. In addition 
to the work we do in-house, we have in the 
past farmed-out some of our custom pistol 
work to Paul Liebenberg. In the future we 
will be doing the majority of our work in
house where we have better quality control. 

Bruce Baker 
President 

Pachmayr Gun Works 

A Great Big Raspberry 
In response to Mr. Gerome Courtland's 

letter, how can he possibly call Mr. Massad 
Ayoob a lame brain? Has he met Mr. Ayoob 
personally? I do not think he is a lame brain 
or he couldn't have survived this long as a 
police officer. 

To American Handgunner, thank you for 
printing Massad Ayoob's articles. To Mr. 

Ayoob, you have my thanks and respect for 
sharing your knowledge of shooting and sur
vival. To Mr. Gerome Courtland, a great big 
raspberry. 

Alan L. Ingold 
Miami, Ind. 

Upside-down 
Magazines 

On page 8 of the July I August 1987 issue, 
your ad picture of Tom Campbell in action at 
the 1986 IPSC Nationals shows his extra 
magazines in his belt pouches are upside
down. Or are they? What's the story? 

Alan P. Wells 
Las Vegas, Nev. 

Editor's Note: Those of us who are privileged 
to call Tommy friend, think he's upside down. 

Seriously, his magazines are carried the way 
he likes them and if you could see Tommy 
perform a speed reload, you wouldn't ques
tion him. Wfzat can you expect from a man 
who shoots a Browning .50 out his living 
room window? 

Oh, Grow Up 
Massad Ayoob, when are you going to 

grow up? Everyone who started shooting the 
combat competition courses knew good and 
well that the rules would change to allow 
custom guns to dominate. Us average guys 
never had a chance. Those ofus who appreci
ate the maximum efficiency of a person with 
his service pistol applaud your scores, but 
don't carry on like a wounded puppy. 

We need to proliferate the expertise, and 
maybe along the way teach a few profession
als to use their weapons in a most efficient 
manner. Combat training does that , but 
watch those crocodile tears. Consider your
self fortunate, not wronged. 

L. L. Stewart 
Endwell , N.Y. 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER WELCOMES let
ters to the editor of no more than 350 words. letters 
must include the writer's full name and address. 
letters must be signed by the writer. Typewritten 
letters ore preferred, but legible handwriting is 
acceptable. Send your letters to Speak Out, Ameri
can Handgunner, 591 Camino de la Reino, Suite 
200, San Diego, CA, 92108. 

ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT. .. 
Next to a great handgun, a great knife is your most essential 

possession. At Cold Steel we 've built our reputation on knives that will 
perform reliably for a lifetime. We are the acknowledged industry leader 
for innovative design , perfect fit and finish and razor sharp edges that 
last and last. We develop entirely new, super-tough steels like forge 
laminated San Mai III®and awesome Carbon Vo/J We incorporate new 
materials developed in space research like Kraton® and Thermoruno/J 
We make only one concession to the past ... we still grind Cold Steel 
blades flawlessly by hand ... it 's a more expensive process, but there's 
no better way! 

This is custom quality that must be seen and handled to be 
appreciated ... and at 1/3rd of the price of traditional custom knives 
it 's clearly value for money. 

Experience Cold Steel today at a 
better dealer , or call TOLL FREE and 
ask for our free color brochure. 

dA1 A ••.,rr1 I M - - -- -- .... - ---- ---- -.. - -- - -............. _ .... - -......----
.-. - -- - - ---
2128 KNOLL DRIVE. UNIT D. VENTURA. CA 93003 

8001255-4716 
(outside CA) or 

8001624-2363 
(in CA) YOU MUST BE OVER 18 

SEE OUR 
FULL LINE: 

> Shinobu lockbacks 
and new Clip Points. 

> The Tanto Series. 

>Hunters. 

)And the new 
Bowie Knife. 



BIANCHI BOTTOMLESS 
in sheep's clothing. 

You won't catch John Bianchi with his pants down, or 
wi ll you? In a stunt to promote the concealability of his 
holsters, John bares his buns, I mean guns, to illustrate 
some of the 27 weapons he's carrying. 

Indeed, Bianchi International offers some of the 
finest concealment holsters in the world. With a huge 
inventory of different models and styles, Bianchi Inter
national still continues a relentless research and devel
opment effort to unearth new and innovative holsters 
for both professionals and sportsmen. 

John is toting 27 guns: 4 American Firearm .22 
Short, revolvers; 3 Smith and Wesson Chief's Specials; 
2 Colt .380 autos; 2 Sterling .25 autos; 2 Walther .380 
autos; 2 Beretta .25 autos; 1 O/U derringer; 1 Sterling 
.380auto;1 Mauser .380auto;1 AMT Back-Up; 1H&K4; 
1 Beretta .25auto;1 Colt revolver, 4"; 1 H&K revolver, 2" 
(we didn't know H&K makes a wheelgun, but that 's what 
Bianchi's press release says) ; 1 Colt Python, 2" ; 1 .25 
Auto Modela (don't know this one either) ; 1 .380 auto, 
custom Guardian, Michigan Armament. 

The holster called 
to active duty. 

is Bian c hi ' s 
UM84. It's been 

adopted by all U.S. 
Armed Forces as the stan

dard issue Ml2 Hip Holster. 
It fits virtually all 45 and 9mm 

pistols. It's ambidextrous. A side
or cross-draw. A shoulder holster 
or a belt holster that attaches easily 
with Bianchi's Quick-Lockrn Belt 
Fastener. 

The padded balli sti c-fabric 
UM84 is weather-resistant , light
weight and low maintenance. 
Notice the carefully integrated 
pistol cleaning rod. 

In all, the UM84 meets and 
exceed s th e Dep a rtm e nt of 
Defense's 44 military require
ments. We're sure it will accom
modate yours. In Black, 0. D. 
Green or Camouflage. 

Get your 84-page, 
full-color, 1987 
Bianchi Catalog 
by sending $3 to 
Bianchi Interna
tional, or get one 
FREE from your 
nearest authorized 
dealer-over 3000 
worldwide. 

Bl.&ICBI® 
Bianchi International 

100 Calle Cortez, Dept. AH 
Temecula , CA 92390 

Toll -Free (800) 854-8545 
In Cali fo rni a Toll -Free (800) 826-8192 
In Hawa ii and Alaska (714) 676-5621 

TLX 288553 B CI UR 

Pro1cc:1cd by one or more o f 1hc fo llowi ng: US Patclll Nos. 4 .485.947: 4 .-l 85.9..+8. Ot her US and fore ign pa tcnls pending. 
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What's it feel like to be on the other 
end of a .45 running and gunning your 
way through a match against the clock 
and 300 other top competitors? 

If you've been there, you know. If you 
haven't, you can get the feeling by 
reading AMERICAN HANDGUNNER. 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER covers all 
the top competitions in a way no other 
magazine can. 

Writers who actually compete take 
you inside each match giving you the 
thrills and chills of each stage and 
barrier. You'll find out what it's like to get 
a jam in the middle of a timed event or 
the feeling of blowing through a stage 
without a miss. 

They'll also tell you how winning 
shooters stay sharp during a match 
and what they do to remain on top. 

When you subscribe to AMERICAN 
HANDGUNNER, you'll get all the cham
pionship coverage you can handle 
plus a look at the latest shooting equip
ment and techniques. You 'll also get 
Massad Ayoob's controversial "Ayoob 
Files", a chance to win a custom hand
gun through HANDGUNNER's "Custom 
Gun Giveaway", and much more in 
every issue. 

Don't settle for just being another 
face in the crowd ... Subscribe to 
AMERICAN HANDGUNNER and be part 
of the action. 

AlllE•ICAll 

HAIDGUllER 
Use the adjoining order 
card or write to P.O. Box 
16439, San Diego, CA 
92116 to start your sub
scription today! 

Tom Campbell in action at the 
7986 IPSC National Championships. 



THE GUllD SPEAKS 
GEORGE WESSINGER 

LOU CIAMILLO HONORED AS THE 1987 
OUTSTANDING AMERICAN PISTOLSMITH 

l 'I Then the Guild awards committee began 
VVthe process of selecting a qualified 

recipient for the Guild's Award of Excellence, 
the discussion centered around a member 
who has contributed a great deal to the 
pistolsmithing profession. A decision was 
reached by the membership and Lou 
Ciamillo of Maryland Gun Works, Ltd. , 
operating out of Hyattstown , MD, was 
named the Top Pistolsmith of 1987. The pre
sentation of the award was by J . D. Jones, 
President of the American Pistolsmiths 
Guild. 

Lou is a very talented individual who has 
been a professional gunsmith for almost 20 
years. He was born and raised in New York 
and developed an early interest in firearms. 
As a high school student he worked part time 
in several well equipped local gunshops. 
Here he learned the value of high quality 
workmanship, and was introduced to com
petition shooting. Once bitten by the com
petition bug there was no turning back. In 
1966 he entered the Army with the idea of 
shooting on the Army team. He graduated 
from OCS in 1967 and entered the Military 
Police Corps. He was an outstanding shooter 
for the 519th Military Police Battalion. Dur
ing this time Lou learned a lot about how to 
make the auto shoot. 

charge of the Firearms Training Section, 
Agency Armorer, and team leader of the 
SWAT team. 

PPC shooting was growing by leaps and 
bounds and Lou was at the forefront not only 
as an outstanding shooter but also as a noted 
builder of the heavy-barrel double-action 
revolvers. He operated Maryland Gun 
Works, Ltd. on a part time basis with the help 
of his wife and partner, Louise. The double
action revolver was his personal favorite and 
became a major part of his business. His 
revolvers have won several national champi
onships and set numerous national records. 

In 1979 Lou decided that the Police 
Department was taking too much time away 
from his gun business, so he left the depart
ment to devote himself full-time to his first 
love, building fine handguns. 

Lou is a true custom pistolsmith with a 
wide range of talent. He does pistol and 
revolver work, creates new barrel styles for 
revolvers, designs and manufactures scope 
mounts, has designed many custom sights, 
and manufactures many items in use by other 
custom pistolsmiths. His tools and fixtures 
are sold nationwide and he is constantly 
introducing something new. 

Lou is a Distinguished Police Revolver 
shooter, holding NRA Distinguished badge 

Lou Ciamillo (right) accepts the Guild's top award from J.D. Jones. 

He left the Army in 1969 and joined the 
Montgomery County Maryland Police 
Department and began competing in Police 
Revolver competition. It didn't take the 
Montgomery County Police long to recog
nize the many talents of this young man and 
to take full advantage of them. He was soon 
an instructor in the Police Academy, in 

number 35. He is a 1430 shooter and has won 
over 500 awards in police revolver com
petition. He and his wife Louise have 
three teenage sons with whom they spend a 
great deal of time and they are involved in 
m~~ ~ommunity and civic ~ 
act1v1t1es. ~ 
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CONTENDER® 

For all the things 
you can't do with 
a .44 Magnum. 

I 

JI I 

a: 
w 
I-
II) z w 0 II) J: I-a: u (!) w z I- z 

< ~ :i 
== 

0 w 
0 ~ a: 
"' 0 in >< ,... "'! "'! 

Fired in a 14" Contender Pistol , the 
.44 Magnum with a 180 gr. bullet pro
duces a muzzle velocity of 1,926 F.P.S. 
(Factory ammo - 10 shot average) . 

IF YOUR INTEREST IS DEER HUNT
ING check out some of our better 
choices; 7x30 Waters (120 gr. bullet 
- 2.410 F.P.S.), .30/30 Winchester 
(150 gr. bullet - 2,128 F.P.S.) , .35 
Remington (200 gr. bullet - 1.745 
F.P.S.). These are just a few of the 
many hunting bullets that Contender 
can deliver downrange with surpris
ing accuracy. While we have nothing 
against the .44 Magnum cartridge, we 
wish you to know that a true hunting 
handgun offers riore. #. 
Check out a Contender! r ~ 
WiUU FOR A 
FREE CATALOG! 

52 pages of 
firearms & 

accessories. 

THOMPSON/CENTER ARMS 
P.O. Box 5002, Dept. TAH 9 

Rochester, New Hampshire 03867 
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Buy One IDBll Book, Get One Free! 
YOU CAN CHARGE IT, TOO! (SEE COUPON) ra 11 ~e .J 

#GD88 
480 8112'' x 11" pages 

This all-new 42nd edition of Gun Digest 
promises to entertain, enlighten and 
inform with the same devotion to the 
subject of firearms that has made it the 
world's greatest gunbook for the last 41 
years. No other gunbook or magazine 
matches it for editorial excellence. No 
other catalog is as current. Its writers 
are the best of the breed, its articles the 
pick of the literature - whether it's a first
hand report on what's new or a fresh 
look at the familiar. If you're a hunter, 
collector, historian, shooter, hand loader, 
or just find gunlore fascinating , there's 
plenty of good reading in store for you. 
Newton's First Rifle by Wilt E. Pyle. 
Here Pyle gives an in-depth report on 
the first Newton rifle, demonstrating that 
its pure design truly made it "tomorrow's 
rifle yesterday." 
My 50 years with the Colt Woods· 
man by Art Bevan. In his opinion, the 
Woodsman is by far the best. Bevan 
expresses his regrets for "time wasted" 
on 22 revolvers but also shares his vast 
knowledge of the Colt Woodsman, for 
50 years he's experimented with all five 
models. 
Military Shotguns of World War II by 
Eric H. Archer. An impressive collector 
of these guns, Archer presents numer
ous combat stories as well as pictures 
of each major model. He includes full 
details on the government purchases 
of the American combat arm - the 
repeating shotgun. Yes, from single
barrels and doubles to autoloaders, the 
government bought them all and Gls 
shot them all. 
Psyched Shooting by Clarence E. Ellis. 
A detailed how-to for performing at peak 
when shooting game. Ellis is certain 
that if he can do 1t, so can you! 
Blackpowder through the Centuries 
by Gad Rausing. Here Rausing provides 
an amusing and intellectual Scandina
vian view of blackpowder life since it 
first burned- packed with chronicles of 

1988 GUN DIGEST 
42nd Edition 
Edited by Ken Warner 

the technical background that permitted 
such developments as the armed cav
alry, siege guns, field artillery and the 
musket. 
Earned not Bought by Colin Green
wood. This British author emphasizes 
that there's plenty of good shooting in 
the UK for those who'll "earn it". He also 
shares a splendid deer stalking he 
earned himself. 
The British Revolution by Sidney 
DuBroff. This American in London un
covers a new and unsung British revo
lution - shooting, gun ownership and 
gun shops have come to the just plain 
folks of Blighty. 
Heavy 20 -gauge Loads by Ed Matunas. 
An examination of the potential in the 
3- inch 20-gauge shotgun cartridge. 
Matunas looks at both the pros and 
cons of it. 
The Assault on Palmisano by Dave 
Brennan. For a decade Palm1sano's 
and Pindell's 6mm PPC has dominated 
benchrest competition. Dave Brennan 
tells the story of a team of shooters trying 
to unseat the 6PPC champion with a 
new basic cartridge, the 30 American, 
from Federal. 
The Winchester Pump 22sby William 
S. Snyder. For half a century the basic 
22 rifle in America was a slide-action 
repeater called a "pump'', and the big
gest sellers were Winchesters. Here 
Snyder explains what it takes to be either 
a collector or shooter of these typically 
American rimfire rifles. 

Big Bore Bull Pup by H. W. Sakschek. 
M rntary organizations al I over the world 
are turning to the short and compact 
bull pup design in the newest rifles. 
Sakschek attempts to get a single all
purpose bull pup to serve all of his 
shooting needs. 
The Colt Model M by John W. Brunner. 
An exhaustive examination of one of 
Colt's most popular 20th century hand
guns. He tells collectors exactly how to 
distinguish each of the gun's variations. 
My High· Tech Brush Guns by Pete 
Weizenegger. Sure to raise some con
ventional hackles, this writer actually 
likes 11 -pound assault rifles and 8-
pound 1 2-gauge autoloaders all gus
sied up in black plastic, in the woods. 
Life Begins at 35 by Clay Harvey. A 
review of the 35-caliber. Harvey likes 
the 35 and contends that it makes a lot 
more sense than most folks believe. 
Guns and Pistols from Kurdistan 
and t he Caucasus by Major Noel Corry 
A discussion of actual gun specimens 
from these odd corners of the world 
now enmeshed in headlines and new 
wars. 

Coming to Terms with a Muzzle
Loading Deer Rifle by Francis E. Sell. 
Here the author finds he can kill with 
close-range neck shots just as well with 
a muzzleloader. Sell explains it's all in 
the sights and the balance. 
Split Personality Pump by William A 
Rucker. Take one K-Mart special , add 
black crinkle paint and large-capacity 
magazines and you can have a manually
operated assault rifle of your own. Rucker 
just calls it a "ready rifle" - ready for 
deer, bear, or whatever. 
A Second Look at the Glock 17 by 
Donald M. Simmons. An examination of 
the Glock 1 7, the famous "plastic" pistol. 
Simmons still likes it and reveals that 
contraryto what you've read in the news
papers, it's plenty visible to X-rays. 
Who First Used Machine Guns? by 
Ashley Halsey. Was it Confederate or 
Yankee? Whichever, it came about in 
our Civil War. Halsey tells of each 
machine gun design that saw combat, 
1861-1865. 
Theories of Fast by Bob Arganbright. 
This fast-draw champion examines the 
theory underlying each of several methods 
for getting a handgun into action quickly. 
Be 1t an FBI method, a shoulder holster 
or the classic Western draw, Arganbright 
defines it well. 
The Lever and Why It Lasted by Rotr 
er.t K. Sherwood. With four decades of 
lever-action experience behind him, 
Sherwood tells why he believes this 
design is a practical solution to real 
hunting problems. 
Much, Much More! 
PLUS THESE REGULA R DEPART
MENTS: Ammunition, Ballistics and 
Components • Rifle Review • Black 
Powder Review • Scopes & Mounts 
Review • Handguns Today: Autoload
ers, Sixguns and Others • Custom 
Guns • Shooter's Marketplace • Art 
Of The Engraver 
SPECIAL GUN DEX®: A preface to the 
catalog section, enabling the reader to 
locate immediately any gun in the cata
log, knowing no more than its manufac
turer and model designation. 
AND THE MOST UP· TO-DATE CATA· 
LOG SECTION AVAILABLE! 
This section is once more expanded 
and revised to hold its position unques
tioned as the best compact catalog of 
firearms available. Packed with illustra
tions and specifications on all U.S. and 
imported rifles, shotguns. handguns, 
black powder guns, air guns, chokes 
and brakes, metallic sights, scopes and 
mounts. All are listed with the most 
up-to-date prices available. 

USE COUPON ON OPPOSITE PAGE TO ORDER NOW! 
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Buy One IDBll Book, Get One Free! 
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MODERN LAW 
ENFORCEMENT 
WEAPONS AND TACTICS 

'tl\.t~l 
By Wiley M. Clapp 

An in-depth look at weapons, 
equipment and tactics used 
by law enforcement agencies. 
Examines basic guns and 
special situation weapons & 
equipment. 256 SW' x 11 " 
pages. 
#MLEW . .... . $13.95 
THE GUN DIGEST BOOK 
OF ASSAULT WEAPONS 

Edited by Jack Lewis 
A detailed analysis of assault
type weapons , including tes t
fire reports of the latest full 
and semi-autos: centerfires, 
rimfire s and shotgun s. Plus 
design trend s a nd new philo
sophies . more. 256 SW' x 
11 " pages. 

$12.95 
GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 
FIREARMS ASSEMBLY/ 
DISASSEMBLY 

ByJ B. Wood 
Field-stripping and complete 
takedown and reassembly of 
20 I popular firearms with 
photos and text describing 
each step. Each book con
tains 288-320 8 1-i' ' x 11 " 
pages . 

GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 
PISTOLSMITHING 

By Jack Mitchell 
Covers smoothing, tuning, 
timing, joining, metal temper
ing, rebarrelling, troubleshoot
ing, accurizing, installinl(/al
tering sights;, making repface
ment parts. r..its for a 45 auto 
rebuilding a junker pistol. 28S 
817' ' x 11 " pages. 

#PIST ... .. . . . $11.95 
GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 
TRAP & SKEET SHOOTING 

By Art Blatt 
Understanding the game. How 
to shoot and win . A look at 
today's competition shotguns . 
How to improve scores thru 
prope r tournament prep. Com
plet e ru les fo r Ameri can trap 
& Skee t. F ull y illu strated . 
288 8 17' ' x 11" pages. 

By Jack Lewis 
Updated and expanded edition 
o( the book that' s become the 
standard for valuing modern 
firearms. Covers the current 
values of all non-military guns 
introduced from I 900- I 9S5. 
44S SW' x 11" pages. 

#MGV6 .. . .... $15.95 
MILITARY SMALL ARMS 
OFTHE20THCENTURY 
5th Edition 
By Ian V. Hogg & John Weeks 
New pistols. sub-machine guns. 
bolt action riOes. anti-tank riOes 
and machine gun s. inc . USSR 
ASK SMG.FNBGM-1 Ss. WA 
2000 Sniping riOes. Browning's 
DA Compact pistol. 304 81'2" 
x 11 " pages. 
#MSA5 ....... $15.95 

PART I : AUTOMATIC PISTOLS 
#ASSI ......... . ..... $12.95 
PART II: REVOLVERS 
#ASS2 ...... .. ....... $12.95 
PART Ill : RIM FIRE RIFLES 
#ASS3 ... . . . . ........ $12.95 
PART IV: CENTERFIRE RIFLES 
#ASS4 . . .. . . . ... .. .. . $12.95 
PART V: SHOTGUNS 
#ASS5 .. .... . .. . . . . .. $12.95 
PART VI : LAW ENFORCEMENT 
WEAPONS #ASS6 . .. .. $12.95 

GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 
RIFLESMITHING 

By Jack Mitchell 
Covers locking systems, proven 
designs , triggers, safeties. 
barrel riOing/ crowning, bed
ding, bolt jewelling, instal 
lin$ scope mounts and sling 
swivels , metallic rifle sights , 
stocks and forearms , much 
more . 256 817 " x 11 " pages . 

#RIFL ........ $11.95 
SHOTGUN DIGEST 

, 3rd Edition 
Edited by Jack Lewis 

How to improve your pass shoot
ing. Reduce recoil. Select a shot
gun for security. Reload for steel 
shot. Plus slug performance, 
Hunter's clays and much, much 
more . 256 SW' x I I" pages. 

#SKEE . ..... . $12.95 #SD3 .. . . .... . $12.95 

® 

THE GUN DIGEST BOOK 
• OF 9mm HANDGUNS 

,,.-__ ....,_.., By Dean A. Grennell 
& ,Wiley M. Clapp 

Covers the cartndge and the guns 
that have been made for 1t in 
greater depth than any other work 
available. Side-by-side ammo 
testfire reports using the Beretta 
Model 92F. Evaluation of over 
50 guns'. 256 817'' x 11 " pages. 

#9MM .... .... $1 2.95 
GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 
COMBAT HANDGUNNERY 
By Jack Lew1s & Jack Mitchell 
From the basics to compe
tition tr ain ing and exerci ses. 
Coverage of the Bianchi C up, 
the Steel Challenge and World 
Championships with diagrams 
and how to shoot courses. 
28 8 8"2 " x I I " pages. 

#COMB $12.95 
~--------------------------, TWO BOOKS FOR PRICE 

OF ONE • HFRE'S HOW! 
Buy on ol tne b1H book's shown 1n this ad and 
get another DB I boo FRE E' 
(a) Buy any book(s) 1n this ad dt reta il price 
(b) For each book you buy you may se lec t d 

second book from this ad of the same price 
or less FREE ' 

(c) Please include $2.50 tor each FREE book 
you order to help us cover postage. 
insurance, packing and handling. 

(d) This oi ler is restri cted to pu rchases made 
by mall order lrom this d only 
A B C 

r m Buyi ng Reta il Senc1 hese 
These Price FREE ' 

s 
Book • 

Book • 8 00 1.: • 

s 
Book • 

s 
: Book # f-i, 
1 Col umn, "B" Total $, _____ _ 
I PLUS postage, insurance and handling fee 
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: $ _____ _ 
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Please check one 
D I enc lose fu ll payment by check or 

money order ~ -
D Cha rge my credit card ~ VIS4' 

D Mastercard D Visa 
Acc t No. _ __ _ 

Exp. Date 
Signature _ _ __ _ 

10-DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. 
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COPTA1K 
MASSAD AYOOB 

cussed yet - and, of course, proprietary 
officer survival tactics don't belong in news
stand publications-but those who follow 
advanced police firearms will be interested in 
the following: 

.,.NYPD used to bury gunfight statistics 
inside total shooting reports that encom

UPDATE OF NYPD'S HANDGUN TRAINING 
EXCLUDES UPGRADING OF DUTY AMMO 

passed all weapons discharges, including 
humane destruction of injured animals, acci
dental discharges, and even suicides. This is 

. what resulted in their oft-quoted figure of2.4 
rounds per officer per encounter. The 1985 
SOP-9 report, a breakdown of all NYPD 
shooting incidents, still shows 2.16 shots fired 
per officer in all firearms discharge incidents. 
However, the report makes clear that in 
actual gunfights, NYPD officers fired an 
average of 4 .6 rounds apiece. 

Right now NYPD has some 28,000 city 
police officers, a legion of bluecoats 

greater than the armies of some 50 of the 
world's countries. Their firearms training, 
since it was overhauled by the legendary 
Frank McGee starting around 1970, has been 
a model of street-relevance that emphasized 
tactics over marksmanship and always 
cleaved to the military's KISS principle of 
training: "Keep It Simple, Stupid!" 

When Frank took his retirement a few 
years ago after 30 years on the job, he was 
replaced by Lt. Tom McTernan, who shares 
the byline of the modern classic law enforce
ment text Street Survival. Long groomed for 
the position by McGee, the talented protege 
quickly showed that he had his own initiative, 
finally convincing the department to go to+ P 
animo even though the semi-wadcutter bullet 
configuration was retained. 

executive officer position at a Bronx pre
cinct, and at this writing heads the prestigious 
Orchard Beach special detail . 

That was the bad news. The good news 
was, McTernan's successor shows great 
promise. He is Captain John Cerar, at 40 an 
unusually young NYPD captain who came 
on the job in 1973. The Department has never 
liked the idea of having top shooters and gun 
buffs as heads of firearms training, always 
feeling that such men would get too self
involved. Never a gun enthusiast, Cerar is 
nonetheless a gifted administrator who 
knows the key to good management: keep an 
ear open to your best people. With this in 
mind, he brought Richie Rosenthal back to 
the range as his lieutenant. Rosenthal , who as 
a sergeant had transferred to the helicopter 
unit, is one of the nation's top police gun 
experts (and, I suspect, somewhat sympa-

This figure is much more in line with what 
we independent observers had been seeing. It 
proves the wisdom of Cerar's predecessors 
McGee and McTernan when they approved 
speedloaders for street use in the early '80s, 
and tacitly encouraged all their recruits and 
in-Service personnel to carry second guns. 
Those traditions will apparently continue 
under Cerar's administration of the unit. 

.,.NYPD is looking at 3" barrel revolvers 
very seriously. Tests at the range with 3" 
S&W K-frame .38s and 2*" Ruger Speed 
Sixes indicate no loss of accuracy compared 
to the 4 11 guns, but higher hit potential than 
the small frame 2" .38s New York cops have 
traditionally carried in plainclothes. This is in 
line with the experience of FBI, for whom the 
K-frame 3" guns were developed in the 
mid-70s. The Bureau now issues the 3" 
model 13, with some 3" model 10s still in 
service. Interestingly, both Frank McGee 
and 1bm McTernan carried 3" S&W Chief 
Specials as their personal handguns . 

"Looks good, fellas," reports Ayoob (right) as he is briefed on updated NYPD 
policies by Capt. John Cerar, new commander of the firearms & Tactics Unit. 

.,.In previous administrations, the choice 
of single-action versus double-action fire was 
always left up to the individual officer. Cops 
were even allowed to cock their guns at the 15 
and 25 yard lines during qualification shoots. 
Under the new administration, the emphasis 
is on "double-action only." Indeed, the pro
totype 3" guns from Smith and Ruger that the 
unit is testing with a view toward standar
dization all have bobbed hammers with no 
single-action cocking notches. The New 
York holster, manufactured almost exclu
sively for NYPD by Jay-Pee and used almost 
nowhere else, does not use a safety strap over 
the hammer spur. 

McTernan showed the street smarts that 
had made McGee's training approach such a 
good national model, but sadly, his career 
was cut short last year. A sexual harassment 
complaint brought against Police Academy 
staff by the sister of Guardian Angels head 
Curtis Sliwa resulted in a great number of the 
cadre instructors being "flopped ," or trans~ 
ferred. No sexual impropriety was alleged, 
just insulting sexist remarks, and though 
McTernan himself never made such a slight 
against a female recruit, men under his com
mand reportedly did . NYPD's command 
position punishes fathers for the sins of the 
sons, as it were; McTernan, one of the finest 
minds in police combat training, was trans
ferred from the firearms and tactics unit to an 
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thetic to law abiding armed citizens as well). .,.Previous administrations had looked at 
In charge of heavy weapons training, Richie limiting qualification to 15 yards and in, elim-
also sits at the new commander's right hand inating 25 yard shooting; Cerar is keeping his 
when hardware questions come up. options open on that and now retains eight 

Cerar views the gun as a tool, and the shots at 25 yards in the qualification course. 
training that accompanies it as three din1en- Emphasis, however, is on ranges from seven 
sional. While never a firearms instructor, he yards to three feet. The Unit is aware that 
did teach law for some years at the police most cops who are shot in New York take the 
academy, particularly deadly force law at a bullet at point blank range, but don't want to 
supervisor's level. His choice reflects give up the ability to shoot straight at longer 
NYPD's position that how you shoot is less ranges, because while those encounters are 
important than when you shoot. less frequent, the cops almost always win 

I recently spent some time at the Firearms them. One female instructor in the Unit won 
& Tactics Unit at Rodman's Neck , Bronx, a Combat Cross for a gunfight in which she 
and what I saw looked good. Some of the coolly took an almost 25 yard shot across a 
changes Cerar and his team are contemplat- street and instantly killed the gunman who 
ing are too embryonic to be publicly dis- was firing wildly at her. 
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... The Unit will continue to evaluate new 
ammunition. Cerar said the issuance of +P 
has made no difference whatsoever in gun
fight results, but that guns are breaking down 
somewhat more frequently since it was 
issued. Rosenthal hopes to revive the experi
mental load the Unit was once considering, a 
160 grain full wadcutter at intermediate .38 
Special velocity. The political climate in New 
York does not appear favorable for hollow
points at this time, though some members of 
the Unit will tell you privately that they feel 
adoption of the FBI/Chicago load, a 158 grain 
all-lead semiwadcutter hollowpoint at +P 
velocity that has established an enviable stop
ping power record, could solve their con
cerns in that regard . 

If anything brings the city fathers to accept 
hollowpoints, it will be the current "crack" 
crisis. The cheap, highly-addictive cocaine 
derivative has been publicly implicated in a 
terrifying crime wave in the city. One crack
head recently soaked up 18 .38 slugs out of 
some 138 shots fired by some 30 officers 
during a running gun battle on the Grand 
Concourse in the Bronx, yet kept running 
and reloading and firing his own .38. After 
wounding multiple officers, he was finally 
put down by a rifled 12-gauge Winchester 
hollowpoint slug from the shotgun of an 
Emergency Services (SWAT) officer. 

In another highly publicized incident, a 
punk who drew a concealed Colt .45 auto
matic while handcuffed in the back of a patrol 
car shot and severely wounded two officers, 
and had to be shot ten times with .38 arnmo 
before he fell down and died. The street cops 
and the union are certainly ready for 
hollowpoints . 

... Brand preference is changing among 
New York cops. For the past few years, New 
York cops chose S&W's as their 4" service 
gun some 90% of the time, with the Colt 
product a distant second and the Ruger a 
remote third. Today, according to a source in 
the Unit's armory, some 25 % of new recruits 
are opting for the Ruger Service-Six, while 
75 % take the traditional S&W model 10 
heavy-barrel. Colt no longer makes a fixed
sight, 4" blue .38 that fits the NYPD uniform 
guidelines. However, the Colt Detective Spe
cial makes up some 15 % of the 2" . 38s in use, 
even though the S& W Chief Special can be 
bought through the department at a much 
lower price. One who carries the DS is Cerar 
himself, who paid extra to buy it when he 
came on in '73 because he also liked the extra to a Jay-Pee holster resembling the S&W 
shot. Since he wanted a uniform gun with a Security Plus have not proved out. Inter-
cylinder that rotated in the same direction, he estingly, all 14 officers who were disarmed 
acquired a 4" Colt Metropolitan MkIII to go last year were in plainclothes. 
with it. Rosenthal also carries the Detective The New York Police Department's 
Special. Colt fans should find this reassur- officers fired 563 shots in action last year, 
ing-both of Cerar's predecessors strongly down from recent years. Stats for '86 are 
favored S&Ws. Of course, none of the Unit expected to be up. As they police what many 
commanders officially endorses any brand. consider "the gunfight capitol of the US," 
Cerar did note, however, that industry wide, New York cops will continue in the forefront 
bluing quality seems to be falling off in police of real-life police combat, and the doctrine of 
handguns; for the first time, NYPD is consid- their chief combat shooting instructors will 
ering authorizing stainless revolvers, and the continue to be of vital interest to police weap-
prototype 3" Smiths and Rugers are of that ons instructors nationwide. We wish Capt. 
construction. Cerar and the staff of his Unit continued 

... NYPD continues to examine new holster success in keeping New York's ..... 
possibilities. Rumors that the City was going Finest safe. ~ 
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Sl1UETAS 
JOHNTAFFIN 

CAST BULLETS FOR SILHOUETTE OFFER 
MANY ADVANTAGES TO STEEL SHOOTERS 

I shoot silhouettes a lot, both in practice and 
competition, and I would like to shoot even 

more, but jacketed ~ullets are just too expen
sive. ls it very difficult to get into bullet 
casting? Are cast bullets accurate enough for 
silhouettes? What would be the best bullet for 
my handgun?" 

These are questions I get in one form or 
another either by phone, mail, or at our home 
range. 

Is it difficult to get into bullet casting? 
J\bsolutely not. I started as a teenager, using 
one cavity moulds, and a dipper with the lead 
melted in an iron skillet on the kitchen stove. 
This required a patient mother and very 
shortly thereafter, an extremely understand
ing wife. Thousands of bullets were made 
this way using Lyman one cavity moulds in 
.38, .44, and .45 cal iber. 

The bullets were greased by hand and 
sized by pushing them through a steel die of 
the ·proper dian1eter. If you have never tried 
cast bullets, you may or may not know that 
casting is only the first step. The cast bullets 
must then be lubricated to prevent barrel 
leading, and sized to match the diameter of 
the gun they will be used in. Lyman Products 
Corporation (Route 147, Middlefield , CT, 
06455) will supply information on getting 
started in bullet casting. 

Checking the recent retail price list of 
these items from either RCBS or Lyman 
shows a total initial investment of $320-370. 
Right at this point is where a decision has to 
be made. A shooter must really be serious 
about shooting cast bullets to invest this 

amount of money. Or to put it another way, 
for this amount of money, I can purchase 
locally 5 ,000 180 gr. .357 FMJs for 
silliouetting. 

And I have not taken into account the cost 
of bullet metal for casting. If a shooter only 
shoots a few practice rounds a month and 
shoots two guns in one match per month, for 
a total of 100 rounds per month , it would take 
four years in recoup the original investment. 
And if the silhouette range happens to be 
located in 'an area that is closed down half of 
the year because of winter weather, it would 
take eight years to save enough money to pay 
for the original equipment! Money can only 
be saved by doing a lot of shooting, expend
ing thousands of rounds per year. 

Are cast bullets accurate enough for sil
houettes? Definitely. My best scores with cast 
bullets are (Revolver) 34 and (Production) 
37. With jacketed bullets, (Revolver) 38 and 
(Production) 36. Cast bullets will shoot right 
alongside the jacketed bullets and in some 
cases even shoot better than jacketed bullets. 

Cast bullets work well for silliouettes 
because they can be custom matched to a 
particular handgun . For example, I have 
".44" caliber revolvers with barrel groove 
diameters as small as .426" and as large as 
.432 '.' Speer jacketed bullets are .429:' Sier
ras go .4295:' and Hornadys are .430'.' All 
perfect for the .44's that run .429-430'.' How
ever they are all extremely oversize for bar
rels of .426" and way undersize for barrels of 
.432'.' Barrels in these sizes will only per
form their best with cast bullets of the proper 

OFFICIALLY APPROVED FOR l.H.M.S.A. COMPETITION. 

CHIMERETM--~----

SHO;;;R'S G~~;;;;O~V~E~3--~ ~ 

If .you shoot handgun for silhouette, hunting or just 
for fun, this Cabretta leather glove was made especially for you! 

There's " just enough" padding for comfort . The glove's scientific 
· design pmvides real protection against direct and transferred 

recoil , dramatically reducing the risk of ulnar or planar nerve stress. 

Try them once and bring up your scores or bring down game like 
never before! Your satisfaction is unconditionally guaranteed. 

GUARANTEE: If you are not fully satisfied with the Model 454 Shooter's Glove, simply return within ·10 days for a 
complete re fund. MasterCharge-Visa accepted (813) 643-4222 

Avail. in Rt. Hand, Lit. Hand or Pair. Please specify Hand and Hand Size (SM, MO, LG, XL or XX). Include check or 
money order for $12 (1 Glove) or $20 (Pair), payable to: 

CHIMERE, INC. 4406 Exc hange Ave ., MetroPark #119 Naples, FL 33942 
(Dealer/ Rep Inquiries Invited) 

diameter. I have sizing dies from .428" to 
.432" in increments of .001'.' So by carefully 
choosing my cast bullet and sizing accord
ingly, I can match the bullet to the barrel. This 
flexibility al.lows each .44 sixgun to have the 
bulJet that will shoot the best for it. 

What are the best cast bullets for silhouet
ting? This is the toughest question to answer. 
Handguns, like people, have their own par
ticular personalities. What works for one 
handgun does not always work for a sup
posedly identical handgun from the same 
manufacturer. Whatever cast bullet you do 
choose, al.low the barrel to be conditioned to 
cast bullets before any judgement is made. 
That is, shoot at least 100 rounds of the 
chosen bullet, especially ifthe gun is new or 
has been used exclusively with jacketed bul
lets. This al.lows the barrel to get "used to" 
cast bullets. 

There are some bullets that I have that 
seem to work well in every handgun in which 
they have been used. For .357 caliber hand
guns-be they .357 Magnum revolvers or 
TC's, or .357 SuperMags, in revolvers or 
TC's, or Dominators, or whatever - there is 
one bullet that has been a standout for me. 
That bullet is the RCBS #35-200, a 200 gr. 
flat-nosed gas check designed originalJy for 
the .35 Remington rifle. 

This bullet has to be an "accident" as no 
one could deliberately design a bulJet that 
will shoot this good. 

And it doesn't seem to matter if I use it in 
.38 Special cases in .357 Magnum at 1100 fps, 
or in Magnum cases at 1400 in TC's or Super
Mags, or in SuperMag brass at 1500 fps in 
Ruger and Dan Wesson .357 SuperMags 
(Maximum). It just plain shoots extremely 
welJ in all guns at any range at any speed. 

Close behind this bulJet is Lyman's latest 
.357 bullet , a 210 gr. SWC gas check design , 
#358627. This bullet actually shoots better in 
my Ruger .357 Maxi than the RCBS bulJet. 
Both bullets are cast hard and I have never 
lost a target with either one of them. The 
longer, heavier, 200 gr . . 357 bullets are defi
nitely superior to the 150 gr. bulJets. 

There are so many excel.lent .44 caliber 
moulds available that it would take a catalog 
to list them all . I have had exceptional results 
with NEI's #260.429 , a 260 gr. plain based 
semi-wadcutter; Lyman's #431244, basicalJy 
the same design with a gas check, and both of 
SAECO's. .44's designed for silhouettes, a 
240 gr. gas check and a 265 gr. gas check. 
For a ram slammer I like either NEI's 
#295.429 or SSK's #310.429. Both of these 
run around 300 grs. and are perfect for stub
born rams. 

One of the most fascinating things about 
bulJet casting (or cast bullets), is the more one 
learns, the more that is left to learn. There is 
always something new to discover. Experi
menting with different shapes of bullets, dif
ferent alJoys, different lubes, different sizing 
diameters, not to mention different powders, 
is a lifetime experience. A shooter can be 
satisfied with one bullet - one load, or he can 
make a rewarding hobby out of experimenta
tion . Try cast bullets for si.lhouettes. You 
won't have to take a back ...... 
seat to anyone. ~ 
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CHRONOGRAPH BREAKTHROUGH 

INTRODUCING THE PACT PC 
''Out performs the ex

pensive chronographs at 
a fraction of the cost" 
. . . Ross Seyfried 

Until now shooters looking for a dedicated 
chronograph have been torn between two 
choices. To go with a full feature skyscreen 
based system at a premium price. Or purchase 
a low end " break screen " or " down range 
box" at a more reasonable price but lacking 
the ease of use and superior performance of 
the microprocessor based skyscreen 
machines. 
• each time you fire 

After you complete your string , you press 
the REVIEW button to see the following: 

• highest and lowest velocities 

. ::: -~ .. i . 
,··l •I .-. .· .... · :; .: .... 

• extreme spread and average deviation of 
your rounds 

In addition all shots can be individually 
reviewed after you have finished your string . 
Why is that important? With other 
chronographs you must shoot, stop, put down 
your gun , pick up your pencil , write down your 

,, ·-· ,; I " , , ; 

• each shot can be individually reviewed 

While the PACT Precision Chronograph con
tains all the features normally found on ex
pensive chronographs, it also has many 
features not found on the high priced units: 

• Retractable tilt stand for easy viewing . 
• Self contained rechargeable Gel Cell bat
tery with external charger. 

WHY SKYSCREENS? 
The PACT uses inexpensive skyscreens to 

detect the bullet velocity . Why didn 't we set 
it up so that you can shoot over the box? 
Because we think it's stupid to launch bullets 
over things that cost lots of money. Now I 
realize that you never miss, but a day rarely 
goes by that we don 't get an order for a 
replacement skyscreen body. 

LOW REPLACEMENT COSTS 
Usually, when you shoot a skyscreen , you 

only break its plastic body without breaking 
the " eye " at the bottom of the skyscreen. In 
this case you are only out $2.50 for a new 
skyscreen body. In the worst case , if you had 
to replace the whole skyscreen body, you 
would only be out $15 . oo. Compare this to 
the cost of putting a bullet through the front 
of even the cheapest of the " down range 
boxes" 

EASY TO SET UP 
Simply mount your screens to a two foot 

board or our optional SKYSCREEN BRACKET, 
which attaches to any standard camera tripod, 
plug the skyscreen cables into the back of the 
PC which sits safely next to you for easy con
trol and viewing. 

OEHLER OWNERS 

$199 
[ skyscreens included] 

30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
If you are not 100% satisfied with the per

formance of any PACT product. send it back 
undamaged [no fair driving over it] and we will 
refund your money. That 's our promise and 
you can depend on it. 

DO IT TODAY 
Ordering a PACT Precision Chronograph 
is easy! 

BY PHONE: 1-800-722-8462 
[In Texas]: 1-214-641-0049 

BY MAIL:We 'll need to know your 
name, shipping address and daytime 
phone number. Please enclose a per
sonal check, bank check, money order 
or card number and expiration date 
from your VISA or MASTERCARD. 
C.O.D. orders welcome! 

PACT PRECISION CHRONOGRAPH
$199.00 
PACT SKYSCREEN BRACKET [Optional 
but nice] -$24.00 
PACT SKY SCREENS $15. EACH $25./PAIR 

Shi8ping & Insurance - $5 UPS 
GR UNO, $10 UPS AIR. 4% charge for 
VISA or MASTERCARD . Texas 
residents add 5.25% sales tax . 

BROCHURE AVAILABLE covering the 
PACT product line. $1.00 refundable 
with first purchase. 

One year limited warranty 

velocity , put down your pencil , pick up your Beat the high cost of screen replacement. 
gun and repeat. That stinks! With the PACT PACT skyscreens can be used ·as a direct P. 0. Box 531525 
PC, fire your whole string , up to 200 shots , replacement for OEHLER Skyscreen ll 's. The Grand Prairie, TX 75053 
then use the REVIEW button to receive a PACT skyscreen bracket will hold a pair of [214) 641 0049 
statistacal summary of your string followed by PACT skyscreens, Skyscreen ll 's or Skyscreen -
the display of each shot fired . Ill 's at a convenient two foot separation . 1-800-PACT INC 

PACT, Precision Chronograph, PACT PC are Trademarks of Practical Applied Computer Technology, Inc . 



PISTOlSMITHING 
JOHN LAWSON 

PARTS CHANGERS FOIST CLUNKERS BUT 
PISTOLSMITHS PRODUCE FINE PISTOLS 

After nearly an hour on the freeway in 
J-\.driving rain and heavy traffic, the sign 
Rest Stop Next Right caused me to slack off on 
the pickup's accelerator and coast to a halt 
near the Free Coffee poster. I climbed down 
and sprinted across the parking lot to the 
partial shelter of an overhang. Thoroughly 
soaked by 10 seconds exposure to the down
pour, I fished in my pocket for a quarter. No 
change! Out came the wallet and a dollar bill 
disappeared into the donation jar. Broad 
smile from wet and half frozen volunteer . 

I wondered why free coffee always costs 
me a dollar as I jogged back to the truck, 
slopping the lukewarm liquid at each bounce. 
No matter; the rain replenished it as fast as it 
spilled. Opening the canopy, I set the 
styrofoam cup on the tailgate and unzipped 
my garment bag. I muttered something like 
"What luck'' when I realized that I'd forgotten 
to pack my rain gear. That was interesting, 
because I was on my way to a match where I'd 
be out in the open as a Range Official for two 
days, and the indication was that the Wash
ington rain forest belt was going to live up to 
its reputation. 

A half hour later I took an offramp that led 
me to the main street of a small town typical 
of those along the 1-5 corridor. I reigned in at 
the local sporting goods store and mounted 
the old fashioned veranda porch, complete 
with squeaking boards and outside displays. 
Through a glass door was a turn-of-the-cen
tury general store atmosphere. Two clerks 
and one customer. I was in luck. I found the 
outerwear and began to rummage through 
the selection. No response from the clerk 
behind the counter, who continued to sip his 
coffee from a large, steaming mug. 

"Could you give me a hand here?" I asked 
the fellow. "Nope," he rephed, "do:1't work 
here. Just visiting." The other fellow was 
struggling with an outboard motor while the 

customer looked on. I settled down, leaning 
against the glass display case, hoping that I'd 
be offered a cup of the steaming liquid by the 
hanger-on. No such luck. 

Twenty minutes later the customer was on 
his way with the outboard and the clerk 
approached me. I explained that I was on my 
way to a pistol match and I needed rain gear. 

"Oh, you going to a combat match?" he 
asked . I allowed that I was, if I could ever 
persuade anybody to sell me a raincoat. "I'm 
a pistolsmith,'' he told me in a confidential 
voice. "Make all the combat pistols around 
here. This is one I just finished." He reached 
under the counter and came up with a Gov
ernment Model, locked back the slide and 
thrust it into my hand before I could protest. 
"Isn't that a great combat pistol?" the hanger
on asked . "I shoot one of his Combat Specials 
myself . . . . Have it right here." The clerk 
made a slight harid signal and the other man 
backed off. 

"What do you think?" the clerk asked. I 
looked at the pistol in my hand for the first 
time. Aftermarket frame, G.I. slide that still 
had some of the lettering visible, front sight 
dented on top, canted to the left, light show
ing under the rear. Rear sight almost cen
tered , bearing dents from being drifted into a 
tight dovetail. Bluing right out of a bottle. 
Aftermarket Commander style hammer, 
wide grip safety, extended thumb safety, slide 
stop and magazine catch release button. Neo
prene grips. Slide came to rest Vs " ahead of 
frame. Hammer marks where slide rails had 
been bent to take out side play. Grip screws 
badly burred. Magazine catch lock slot 
burred and bent. Disconnector click. Grip 
safety tight, clicked on release. Trigger pull 
rough, about 2 1h pounds. 

"How'd you get all this into one pistol?" 
"Took me nearly two weeks," he replied. 
My thumb enc9untered the slide lock 

lightly. The slide jumped forward , taking the 
hammer with it to half cock. 

"Cripes, mister, don't you know nothing 
about combat pistols? You gotta put your 
thumb on the hammer when you run the slide 
forward. That busts up the sharp edge on the 
sear to do it that way. Now I gotta take it all 
apart and stone it all over again." Both the 
clerk and the hanger-on were glowering at 
me. The fellow in the rear set down his cup of 
coffee and swept aside his coat in menacing 
fashion , revealing a pistol in a Minute Man 
holster solidly clamped into his side. I won
dered ifl was going to have to shoot my way 
out of there. 

The only consolation was that they were 
both probably carrying pistols like the one I 
had in my hand. I put it back in the 
"pistolsmith's" hand and made for the door. 
The angry voices faded as I took the porch 
steps two at a time. Back in the truck, I 
slipped it into gear and ground out down the 
main drag. 

A little chain hardware store at the edge of 
town looked as though it might have what I 
needed . The atmosphere was cheerful and 
the clerk on duty helpful. As I paid for my 
purchase I asked him: " You aren't a 
pistolsmith , too, are you?" 

"I assume that you've met our local Parts 
Changer," he said , smiling. 

"You called that one right ," I said. 
Although this sounds like fiction , it really 

happened exactly the way I've recounted the 
episode. I couldn't find a more eloquent label 
for the sporting goods clerk than the one the 
hardware store salesman tagged him with . 

Very few replacement parts will just drop 
into a pistol without some careful fitting, and 
nothing should ever be added unless the new 
part receives a thorough test under actual 
firing conditions. 

I pulled two factory original Combat 
Commanders off the shelf and as an experi
ment , switched slides. The two pistols were 
Series 70 era, SN 70BS71710 and 80BS7385. 

7385's slide works on 71710's frame, but the 
latter's slide does not function on the former's 
frame . Examination and measurement 
showed the reason: The position of the dis
connector cut in the slide is different by .090" 
on the two specimens. ln the one instance, the 
pistol cannot be made to fire, since the dis
connector will not reset. In the other assem
bly, the hammer will drop .090" before the 
slide is forward into battery, and although 
this does not represent a problem with barrel 
lockup, it is right on the ragged edge of the 
hammer dropping to half cock. Unfortu
nately, the slides are not numbered to corre
spond with frames they fit up to properly. The 
moral to this is, know the qualifications of the 
pistolsmith who works on your weapon. 

I realize that some of you may have 
traded and switched parts on numerous 
pistols without a problem. Others of you 
will have installed hundreds of aftermarket 
parts without ever having to carefully fit them 
to get rehable function . Yes, thinking about 
it, that could well be true. After all, I'm 
the only person I know of who always has 
to pay a buck for a cup of free ~ 
coffee. ~ j 



HERE'S THE NEW .45 AUTO. 
THAT DARES TO COMPARE ... 

Stoeger 's .45 is a large-framed, virile , block-buster 
of a handgun. Feature by feature , quality for quality, 
performance for performance and price for price, 
Llama dares to compare. Spreads the facts before 
you in this chart and lets you draw your own conclu
sions. On the basis of this evidence, can you choose 
any other handgun but Llama? 
Also offered in 9mm and Compact .45. 

Llama Colt 
Standard Features XIA Govt. MKIV Standard Features 

Windage adjustable Accurizer barrel bushing 
rear sight Yes No 

Grooved front strap 
Wide target hammer Yes No 3 Position Safeties: 
Grooved sighting plane Yes No (Grip, thumb, disconnector) 

Suggested Retail Price 

AND ITS NAME IS: 

Llama 
XIA 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

$320.00 

For name of dealer nearest you, 

Colt 
Govt. MKIV 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

$526.50 

• 
Stoeger Industries CALL TOLL FREE 800-631-0722 
55 RUTA COURT. SOUTH HACKENSACK. N.J 07606 
Stoeger Canada. Ltd ., 169 Idema Road . Markham. Ontario L3R 1A9 
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In Canada call (416)475-6682 
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INSIGHTS INTO IPSC 
CAMERON HOPKINS 

• 38 SUPER MAY BE THE WINNING TICKET 
BUT NOT FOR A STUPID BIG BULLET MAN 

Obsolete caliber! Relic! Antiquated 
cartridge! 

I hear it every match . The sari1e snide jabs 
from my IPSC shootin' buddy Don Hamil
ton. He giggles like a goosed schoolgirl and 
taunts me with disparaging remarks about 
my moss covered dotard, my forty-five. 

"Hey Hopkins, why don't you shoot a real 
gun? That antiquated caliber's passel" Don 
hoots. He likes to throw in a French word or 
two so he can sound refined. 

I have gone on record as saying I'll never 
compete with a .38 Super, and I won't. I shoot 
a .45 ACP 

Don't get me wrong, I'm no martial artist. 

I'm as gamey as they come. But I just can't 
stomach bullettes, those itty-bitty micro
calibers. In the words of Harry Selby, the 
professional hunter who guided Robert 
Ruark on his Tanganyika safari , 'Tm a big 
bullet man." 

Of course this is stupid . If you compete 
with a .45 because you are unaware of the 
Super's advantages, then you are not dumb, 
you are just ill-informed. Me, I know of the 
Super's superiority yet I stubbornly cling to 
my big bore. That's just plain stupid . 

And lazy. One of my gripes with the Super 
is that handloading those afterburners for 
major power factor is a delicate operation. 

uUetaQoy 9tidustJ@s. 9tic. 
THE METALOY 

HARD CHROME FINISH 
-Phenomenal molecular bond, will 

not chip or peel 
-Extremely hard satin finish 

(R/C 70) 
-Super lubricity 
-Excellent protection against rust 
-All internal and external parts 

processed 

METALOY INDUSTRIES, INC. 

Route 3 , Box 211 ·DM 
P.O. Box 578 

r--D-E_L_l_V-ER_Y_2_T_0_6_W_E_E_K_S_---. Berryville, Ark. 7 261 6 

Dealer & Law Enforcement Inquire Ph. 501 ·545·3611 

Caliber Conversions 
Action Tuning 

Smythons Built 
Sq Butt to 

Rd Butt 

INTRODUCING THE P.A.S.S. Super X-1 
(Practical All-Purpose Shotgun System) 

Call for details 

NU-LINE GUNS, INC. 
Dept. AH 

1053 CAULKS HILL ROAD 
HARVESTER, MISSOURI 63303 

(314) 447-4501/441-4500 

Use what the Masters use -
Mike Dalton 
Mickey Fowler 
Mike Plaxco 
Rob Leatham 

Seating depth is critical; powder charge is 
vital; chronographing and load development 
are fussy. All in all, too much trouble for one 
who abhors reloading. I'd rather pull the trig-
ger than the press handle, and time spent at 
the bench is just a necessary evil to allow 
shooting. I like to crank 'em out, not piddle 
around . 

The .45 ACP allows generous slop in seat
ing depth and a few tenths off on the powder 
charge is irrelevant. I've reloaded and fired 
split cases, something I would never gamble 
with the Super. I haven't checked my Dillon 
550's powder measure in, let's see, about six 
months. Who cares, the .45 is accommodat
ing-a few tenths shy still makes major and a 
few tenths over just makes the Pepper Pop
pers fall harder. 

Don't try such sloppy reloading with a 
Super or you'll end up like Mike Dalton at the 
'85 Cup. He looked like a patchwork quilt 
with little bandaids all over his face. Super 
Face. 

So other than being stupid and lazy, why 
don't I shoot a Super? Add boneheaded to my 
list of attributes. 

I'm boneheaded about big bullets. Read 
too much Elmer Keith and John Taylor, I 
suppose. I like big bores. My favorite gun is 
my .470 Nitro Express double. My second 
favorite? Again not a handgun, a .375 H&H 
Sako with which I killed a gorgeous black
maned lion. Try tackling a 500 pound simba 
with a bullette. 

Hunting has absolutely nothing to do with 
IPSC, but la chasse (see, I can be prissy like 
Don) sways my fondness of big, heavy bul
lets. Unlike the Super in IPSC, however, the 
small bores fail miserably in the field. 

The Super is not superior for its dimin
utive waist size. It's the tube that stacks the 
tiny cartridges which renders the Super com
petitively better. Magazine capacity, not 
recoil reduction, is why the top guns delight 
in this mini-bore. 

Yes, I handicap myself with a .45 against 
the Supers. But when those fat, stubby 
rounds smoothly glide up the polished 
feedramp of my Steve Nastoff customized 
Colt, I can positively feel confidence surge 
through my blood. That gun is not going to 
hiccup. The big bullets radiate well-being. 
The forty-five appeals. 

So other than being stupid, lazy and 
boneheaded, I have no good reason for turn
ing my nose up at the Super. It's a gamesman's 
gun and I'm a gamesman. But I do have my 
pride. You won't catch me with a .270 in my 
hands during hunting season, and you won't 
find me shooting a Super. You see, -.... 
I'm a big bullet man. ~ 

Golden Eagle Dates Set 
The Indiana Practical Pistol Shooters will 

hold their seventh annual Golden Eagle 
Pistol Tournament September 5 and 6 at the 
Red Brush Rifle Range on Eble Road in 
Newburgh, Indiana. The Golden Eagle 
awards over $25,000 in prizes distributed 
equally between five classes of shooters. To 
register or receive more information contact 
Jeff Russell at 812-779-5370, or Mike Mauer 
at 812-853-7677. 
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1EATHAM'S C01UMN 
ROB LEATHAM 

•MISTER SUPER' ON THE .38 SUPER: 
THE LITTLE ROUND DOES BIG THINGS 

By now everyone has heard of the .38 
Super automatic cartridge. This round is 

currently tearing up the combat pistol circuit 
and setting new records in many tourna
ments. Not bad for a cartridge which many 
say fills no exact purpose. Still, the record 
shows this old veteran of nearly six decades 
to be the choice of champions when the mar
bles are all on the table. Possibly one of the 
most misunderstood and unappreciated 
rounds of aU time, the Super is finally getting 
its deserved glory. 

As originally loaded at its introduction in 
1929, the .38 Super would drive a 130 grain 
bullet at slightly over 1300 fps. Though noth-

energy figures were very high, in the real 
world, it would just pass through a target 
expending most of that energy on the ground 
behind it. These problems were generally 
solved in one way or another but, as we all 
know, it can be very tough getting rid of a bad 
reputation. 

One more curious item surrounding the 
Super's ammunition inconsistencies involves 
the velocity current factory rounds achieve. 
Or better yet, the lack of it. With very few 
exceptions, velocities claimed now are much · 
lower than in 1929. Whether this is because of 
a Jack of accurate measurement then or an act 
of caution by ammunition manufacturers 

With very few exceptions, velocities claimed now are 
much lower than in 1929. 

ing more than a higher pressure loading of the 
existing .38 ACP, the Super was the magnum 
of its day. Chambered in the popular Govern
ment Model Colt, you had a compact, fl.at
shooting, easy handling weapon offering an 
increased magazine capacity of two rounds 
over the .45 ACP chambering. 

For all it had going for it, there were a few 
nagging problems which plagued it its whole 
life. The Super's semi-rimmed case was sup
posed to headspace on a very small surface 
on the hood of the barrel. This, more than 
other things, led to a poor accuracy reputa
tion. New barrels which headspace on the 
case mouth are capable of extremely good 
accuracy. 

Another problem to the hunter or self
defense shooter was for many years the Jack 
of a suitable expanding bullet. Even though 

now I do not know, but still I find it 
interesting. 

All these things aside, the Super has 
become the cartridge of choice by many 
competition shooters. Its popularity in IPSC 
shooting has grown in leaps and bounds mak
ing it nearly the universal choice of cham
pions in this country. 

The reasons for this are both simple and 
opinionated. What one shooter feels may be 
totally opposite that of the guy next to him. 
These are my views, of course, and I will not 
even try to prove them by scientific testing or 
formula . When physics are involved, it 
appears the same laws do not cover us all. 

The smallest bullet diameter allowed in 
IPSC competition is that of 9mm which is 
somewhere around .355 of an inch. Current 
loading manuals list both .355 and .357 

HANDGUN SHOOTERS CATALOG 
FAST-RELIABLE SERVICE at REASONABLE 
PRICES! Choose from our large selection of 
QUALITY competition handgun accessories and 
services. 

Send $2.50 for our latest illustrated color cata
log, which will be credited toward your first 
order. Dealers send FFL for DEALER prices. 

WILSON'S GUN SHOP, INC. 
P.O. Box 578-1, Berryville, Ark. 72616-0578 

diameter bullets for the .38 Super. The best 
way to find which you should use is by slug
ging your barrel and measuring the diameter 
it actually is. Then use bullets of correct size 
and skip the guessing game. 

The advantages offered by the Super make 
it without peer. Those requiring the most in 
refinement will see it as the only game in 
town, making second best not even close. 

The smaller bullet causes the gun to rotate 
less around the axis of the bore than a .45 
since its energy is exerted at a less effective 
distance from the axis. 

The .38 Super also uses much lighter bul
lets than the big bores. Higher velocities are 
both possible and necessary. In order to meet 
the major caliber power factor in IPSC com
petition, you must at least match a power 
factor of 170. The Super, as commonly 
loaded, pushes a 160 grain bullet at 1063 fps to 
achieve major factor. You could also use a 130 
grainer at 1308 fps and make major. Inter
estingly enough, this nearly duplicates the 
original factory loadings of some 58 years 
past. 

The advantage light bullets have over 
heavy ones has to do with the bullet's 
resistance to being spun as it enters and trav
els through the rifled part of the barrel. The 
light bullets cause the gun to twist or torque 
less, allowing the gun to be controUed much 
easier. This is simply because the barrel has 
less mass to spin. 

The next and most important feature the 
.38 Super offers has to do with the wide
spread use of compensators or muzzle 
brakes. More often than not, the top level 
competitors use every kind of mechanical 
gizmo they can find if it allows them to shoot 
better. A properly designed and installed 
muzzle brake offers the greatest improve
ment available to your gun next to an excel
lent trigger pull and sights. These 
compensators work much better at the higher 
pressures the Super is used at. This translates 
to less muzzle flip in a compensated Super 
than would be seen in a comparable .45. 

Add all these together-less muzzle flip, 
less twist in your hand, flatter trajectory 
and you have a better competition gun. 

Of course there is a flip-side to the coin. 
The Super has much greater muzzle blast and 
fl.ash. It is somewhat more finicky to reload 
than the .45. Brass and suitable bullets are not 
as readily available as are .45 components. 
And of course there is the human tendency to 
resist change, especially if your current 
equipment has served you well. 

Still, if what you need is the most effective 
tool to do the job, sometimes you must sacri
fice ego, experience, and tradition to go with 
the fl.ow. Technology moves on ever forward , 
even if it does take a six-decade-old design 
along with it. The only constant is change, 
and the .38 Super automatic is the ...._ 
wave. Catch the wave. ~ 

Rob LeaJham is now running classes in com
petition shooting. Classes are now forming 
for IPSC, NRA Action Shooting, and most 
speed-oriented pistol shooting sports. For 
information write to: Leatham Shooting 
Institute, P.O. Box1291, Mesa, AZ, 85201 
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HANDGUN HUNTING 
J. D.JOllES 

GATES WINS AWARD; PRAISE FOR DAN 
WESSON; EXPANDING BULLETS ARE OK 

for accuracy to the extreme is great as is the 
need for the utmost in durability and reliabil
ity. There simply isn't any question about it -
the DW dominates the top titles in IHMSA 
competition to the point no other manufac
turer even counts. Now, these are essentially 
over the counter guns with a trigger job. 
They take a real beating from serious com
petitors and come out on top. 

Arms, Dept. AH, 293 Main St. , Monson, 
MA, 01057. 

Let's answer the "My buddy had one and 
he had to send it back to the factory . . . " 
letters now so you don't have to write them. 
First , I don't doubt it a bit. Wesson's quality is 
like most everyone else's -not perfect. They 
aren't priced to be perfect either. If you have 
something wrong with one the proper thing to 
do is send it back to the factory for a fix . If it 
isn't fixed the first time, send it back again . 
Applies to any factory ; not just Dan Wesson. 
Remember, the Dan's are firing an enormous 
amount of high powered ammo in competi
tion. You are going to hear the worst about 
any of them first. 

From what I read in The Silhouette a fair 
amount of shooters (obviously losers) appar
ently are crying about the Freedom Arms and 
possibly Korth and Manurin- but mainly 
Freedom Arms guns being too good for the 

Elgin Gates, of the International Handgun 
Metallic Shooters Association , was 

presented the 1987 Outstanding American 
Handgunner Award at ceremonies held in 
conjunction with the NRA convention. Gates 
was voted the award by his peers. Awards of 
this type are not at all unfamiliar to Elgin. His 
achievements in several sporting fields are 
legendary. He is a past winner of the Weath
erby Award, a champion trap shooter, off
shore boat racer and holds numerous other 
titles in various other sports. 

"What is the most accurate over the coun
ter revolver I can buy?", is a question I hear 
several hundred times a year. My answer is 
usually Dan Wesson. Okay, okay, I hear your 
outraged screams of anguish, but let's carry it 
a little further. Sure, you can get a real tack
driver on occasion from any manufacturer -
or a real hunka junk. And so far I've not 
mentioned the Korth, Manurhin or Freedom 
Arms guns - more about them later. 

A fast expanding deer bullet is seldom effective on a 
moose. 

Essentially, IHMSA competition places 
the greatest demands on a revolver. The need 

DW has a new scoped hunter pak and 
NRA/IHSMA rig available in the small cal
ibers. I've been shooting a .32 Mag with a 
variety of soft swaged, and jacketed bullets 
by Sierra and Hornady with fantastic results 
both ballistically and accuracy. For the latest 
catalog and detailed information on the Dan's 
that have won in the IHMSA over the years 
drop a line to Duane Small, Dan Wesson 

The Cobra Combo Shoulder System , trad1t1onally a best se ller, has been newly 
redesigned to add versatility to its line-up of superi or quality features . 
The Combo readily converts to a wa istband holster in seconds for ins ide or 
outside carry. Just run your bel t through the preangled slide on rea r for perfect 
outside carry or attach the swivel strap for concealable inside carry • From your dealer or Cobra 
send $58.95 plus $300 shipping . COBRA GUNSKIN 
Specify gun size and right or left hand . 133-30 32 AVE. FLUSHING, NY 11354 (718) 762·8181 
Send $3 .00 for catalog of complete line . 

rest of the competition. 
A few of the cryers almost broke my heart. 

To hear them tell it , they are simply unable to 
compete with any other revolver and they 
can't afford a Freedom Arms gun. These 
whiners are so depressed they sound like 
suicide candidates. 

Personally, that line gets the same sympa
thy from me as I give Mohamar Kadaffy. But 
the membership apparently swallowed it and 
voted in a top price limit that outlaws the 
Freedom Arms guns. 

Congratulations Freedom Arms, on being 
the first gun to my knowledge to be outlawed 
from competition because you are too good! 
This creates a real problem though - the 
losers will have to think of something else to 
bitch about. 

Bullet performance: what is the right 
amount of expansion and penetration? 
Answer: there is no answer. A fast expanding 
deer bullet is seldom effective on a moose
or on a rear-end shot on a deer. A heavy 
hardcast bullet simply doesn't kill as rapidly 
on a lung shot as a fast expanding bullet with 
enough weight to get through both lungs and 
exit. But it does a lot better on the rear end 
shot, or the moose, than the fast expander 
does. 

I used some of the fast expanders in .44 
Magnum last fall and was generally disap
pointed with them. I fired more shots per 
animal than I have previously fired in my life, 
by a large margin. I simply take shots as they 
come without waiting for that "perfect oppor
tunity." Definitely came away from the expe
rience feeling the fast expanders are not the 
best for my type hunting. Didn't hit and lose 
anything but had to hammer them too many 
times. Max penetration a couple of times was 
on the order of 8-10 inches. That's only good 
for a direct broadside shot. The bullets held 
together but expanded to such a great frontal 
area penetration was affected an ~ 
unreasonable amount. ~ 
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Full-Featured Timer 

How can we do it? 

Simple. Through the use of state 
of the art microcomputer technol
ogy, we were able to reduce the 
number of internal components 
significantly. 

The lower part count reduces our 
costs and these savings are pass
ed on to you. 

The result is a timer which con
sumes a fraction of the power of 
existing competition timers which 
increases battery life . 

In addition , this technology offers 
increased reliability and the ability 
to make the unit more compact. 

In short, our timer provides all of 
the features of existing products 
without their high price. 

For the first time , you can afford 
to buy a high precision timer that 
doesn ' t leave your wallet empty. 

Compare these features with 
timers costing hundreds of dollars 
more: 

*E!<11ima1cd at two hours of use a day (w., ing a lka line ba11c ri cs). 

• Easy to use. Just push the start 
button and you are ready to go . 

• Large , easy to read LCD shows 
current time and mode at a 
glance. 

• Extremely long battery life. A 
set of 4 AA batteries lasts up to 
one year in normal use. * 

• Loud low-frequency buzzer. 

• Rugged , compact enclosure en
sures reliability . 

• Automatic shutoff when not in 
use . Remembers all stored shots 
and modes even when off. 

• All controls located on easy ac
cess front panel. 

• Par time can be used in both 
shot and plate modes. 

• Automatic detection of plate 
mode. 

We top this technology with the 
acid test and one of the best war
rantees in the industry. 
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$149 

THE ACID TEST 
Pearl Systems gives you a 30 day 
satisfaction guarantee on your 
timer. If you are not completely 
satisfied , we will refund the entire 
amount of your purchase in
cluding the postage to return it. If 
you can , get anyone of our com
petition to give the same 
guarantee. Buy both and return 
the one you don ' t like. We know 
which one you will keep! 

All of our timers are backed by a 
one year limited warrantee. 
Beyond that , your repair bill will 
never exceed half the current 
price of our timer. Also, we offer 
a five day turn-around from date 
of receipt or we will replace it 
with a new unit. 

ORDER TODAY 
Pearl Systems, Inc. 

P. 0. Box 25331 

Tamarac , Florida 33320 
Monday - Friday 9A .M.- 5P.M. (EST ) 

Call toll free: 
1-800-422-7327 

Florida residents: 
1-305-971-8392 

Visa. MasterCard and COD accepted. 
Florida residents add 5 % sales tax. Add 
$4 .50 for shipping and handling. Certified 
check or money order by mail. 

Dealer inquiries welcome. 
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HAND10ADING 
''When using 8.8 to 9.3 grains I encountered 
very unpredictable velocities. Example: 8.8 
grains at 1212 fps, while 9.3 gave only ll96 
fps. Again, a lot of spread per shot string. 
However, at ll .O grains/4756/158/CCI 500, I 
got 1347 fps with very little spread. I will 
admit that this load seemed a bit stiff in my 
four-inch Model 28." 

DAN COTTERMAN 

OYER·ZEALOUS QUEST FOR HOTTER LOADS 
IN .38 SPECIAL LEADS TO DANGER ZONE 

That got me off the dime. I figured this 
handloader was courting a blown revolver, 
but I wasn't certain of just what pressures he 
was playing with. Bruce Hodgdon obliged 
my request and had Tom Browne run some 
pressure tests with 158 grain bullets and SR 
4756 in the Hodgdon lab. Here's what hap
pens when a handloader, exercised by a 
desire to produce a "miracle" load, begins 
pushing charges with a fast-burning powder. 

Ahandloader in Wisconsin writes to say 
fihe's been getting "almost unbelievable 
results" using SR 4756 in .38 Special and 
.357 Magnum loads. He began working with 
this powder, which is primarily intended for 
shotshell reloading, after he began shooting 
IPSC and discovered that the Unique and 
Blue Dot charges hetl been using wouldn't 
make Major out of the four-inch barrel of his 
S&W Model 28. For example, he found that 
even 10.1 grains of Blue Dot would only push 
170 grain FM Cs out of his four-incher at 1019 
fps, not the 1345 Hercules lists. 

Obviously, Hercules wasn't using a four
inch barrel and just as obviously, Blue Dot is 
not the powder of choice for short tubes. So, 
when a shooting buddy asked our correspon
dent to drum up a load thattl make Major 
using .38 Special cases in a 2%-inch Ruger 
Speed Six, he moved up-scale in burning rate 
and began working with 4756 charges 
dropped behind 158 grain Denver lead semi
wadcutters. 

Still using a four-inch barrel, but this time 
aS&W Model 15 , he began with 5.3 grains of 
4756 and the 158 grain Denver. Velocity was 
884 fps and accuracy was poor. Upping the 
charge to 6 .0 grains brought improved 
accuracy and 951 fps. 

The ultimate goal was to come up with 
some sizzlers using .38 Special brass, for 
ease of speedloading and ejecting. So, with 
reward following experimentation, he took 
military .38 Special cases, went to 8.0 grains 
of 4756 (a shade above the recommended 7. 7 
grains) , and touched his loads off with CCI 
500 primers. 

"DuPont tested my loads and found them 
to have a velocity ofl319 from a six-inch test 
gun. Pressure was 33,000 psi , so under no 
circumstances is this load to be used in any 
gun other than a .357 Magnum," he writes, 
adding that he distinguishes his .357-only .38 
Special "bombs" from regular .38 Special 
loads by using brass cases for the hot stuff and 
nickel plate for the rest. 

Now, switching to the .357 Magnum, but 
staying with 4756, he began tipping charges 
into Winchester cases. Charge weight was 
raised to 8.8 grains. Touching this one off 
with CCI 500s, velocity for the 158 grain 
Denvers went to 1212 fps from the four-inch 
barrel. Then 9.0 grains of 4756yielded1245 
fps. A Mr. Downing at DuPont, he says, has 
estimated that 8.9 grains of 4756behinda158 
grain lead bullet will produce approximately 
42 ,000 psi . This is within the working pres
sure limits of .357 Magnum revolvers. 

However, there is a point at which tamper
ing with charge weights becomes dangerous. 
Along the way our friend in Wisconsin had 
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allowed his enthusiasm for experimenting 
with super-charges of SR 4756 in the .357 to 
squelch his better judgment. He went to 12.0 
grains, which blasted a 125 grain Hornady 
JHP out of the four-inch barrel at 1337; 10.0 
grains behind a 155 grain lead, gas-checked 

Veloclty PSI Charge Weight Re•arks 
1182 fps 30,600 7.7 grains DuPont Data 
1403 fps 49,700 9.7 grains Powder at bullet base 
1470 fps 52,000 10.7 grains Slightly compressed 
1570 fps 59,500 11.7 grains Moderately compressed 
1626 fps 65 ,800 12.7 grains Charge compressed 

Ammunition, .357 Magnum; Cases, Winchester; 
Primers, Winchester JV2; Bullet, 158-grain Speer 
JHP; Temperature @, E; Barrel length, 71h " 

bullet gave 1247; ll.0 grains (great snakes!) 
behind a 158 grain Denver gave 1347 fps, and 
soon. 

He wrote to get my comments on his 
experiments, and, presumably, to allow all of 
us to share in the handloading bonanza hetl 
unearthed. The nine-grain .357 load, I reck
oned, was borderline, but perhaps okay if 
reloaders would work up to it from, say, 8.5 
grains while cautiously observing for signs of 
excess pressures. 

But charges of 10, ll, and 12 grains are 
something else: "The loads are, as you say, 
amazing for the barrel lengths you're using. I 
think, however, that you are at least subject
ing your revolvers to pressures that will take 
their toll in the long run . . . . I don't recom
mend them for continuous use." 

Also noted was SR 4756's relative quick
ness (burning) rate: it stands a bit slower than 
452AA and Trap 100, and a bit faster than 
Unique and 800X; it should lend itself well to 
loading for short barrels, provided it is used 
according to factory recommendations. 

The response was, mildly speaking, 
astonishing: "I think that the major problem 
encountered with this powder is its burning 
rate. You list it as being faster than Blue Dot, 
but slower than Unique. This is quite possible 
in the 5.6-grain range for .38 Special, and.in 
the 7.8-grain range for .357 (158 grain bul
lets). The loads I am using are actually 
slightly compressed. This is a situation most 
like that found in shotgun use, which 4756 is 
most noted for. Under this compressed state, 
4756 seems to have burning rates more com
parable to 2400. This could explain my 
seemingly low pressures." 

A little farther along, the message read: 

Although these tests do not establish exact 
parallels with the loads used by the man in 
Wisconsin, they are certainly indicative of 
the pressures to which he was subjecting his 
guns. Look back, for example, at that 11.0-
grain charge of SR 4 756 and figure that it was 
somewhere between "slightly" and "moder
ately" compressed, and that pressure was 
somewhere between 52,000 and 59,500. 
Then look at the 12.0-grain charge. This one 
was bumping up against "blue-pill" test pres
sures for a high-number Springfield rifle 
action. (High-number Springfield actions 
will stand more pressure, but asking a 
revolver to stay intact, throughout prolonged 
shooting sessions, at more than 50K is 
ludicrous.) 

The digest of all this is that although the 
handloader in Badgerland may be onto some
thing good with SR 4756 (used with good 
judgment and caution) in the .38 Special and 
.357 Magnum, we've got to keep our wits 
about us in our quest for improved ~ 
handloads. ~ 

Hanclloacllng 
Aclclress 

Brickbats to toss? Questions to throw? 
Handloads to pitch? The address for cor
respondence to Dan Cotterman's 
Handloading column is Handloading, Rt. 
1, Box 7, Llano, CA, 93544. 

Dan asks that you please use a type
writer or write clearly and legibly. Return 
postage would be appreciated if you 
expect a personal reply. 
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A SPORTY SIX-mlllDER 
ll'llaEFRMt 

There's a 

Rifled steel barrel; 
6"comes standard 

new repeating C02 

pellet revolver you 
should take out for a 
spin. And you can take 
spare barrels along with you. 

It 's the new Power Line " 44 
from Daisy. With superior atten
tion to detail, it's the first 
precision-crafted, all-metal pellet 
revolver to come down the pike. 
So it has the heft and feel any 
adult could want for smooth 
shooting performance. 

The Power Line 44 also works 
as authentically as it looks with 
single and double action. It's a 
repeater, so you drive six pellets 
down the standard 6" rifled steel 

© 1987 Daisy M fg. Co ., Inc. Prin ted in U.S. A. 

Authentic styling and 
all- metal construction 

• • barrel before reloading. 
Not only is loading 

easy with a precise swing-out 
cylinder, it's also made fast with 
reuseable 6-shot Speed Cylinders. 

Best of all, it?s really three 
mighty pellet revolvers in one! 
The Power Line 44 gives you the 
option to own extra interchange
able barrels: a 4" and 8". Like 
the standard 6 ",they ' re all
metal, rifled , and are easy to put 
on and take off. 

And if you buy a Power Line 44 
soon, you take dollars off the 
optional barrel of your choice! 
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,,.,...... Swing-out cylinder 
----- fo r easy loading 

SAVE A BARREL OF MONEY/ 
Just buy the new Daisy Power 

Line 44 from your Daisy retailer. 
In the package is a coupon that 
gets you either the 4" or 8" 
barrel option for only $4.95! 
(A $12.95 value.) Offer ends 
December 31, 1987. 

Buy the Power Line all by 
itself. Or choose the Pistol Pak 
that includes pellets, spare Speed 
Cylinders,C02 cylinders, and 
targets in an open-and-shoot case. 

Either way, get your hands on 
the mighty Power Line 44. It's a 
new idea in pellet repeaters that 
hits on all six cylinders. 
For shooters age 16 or older. 

® 
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JW: How did you get started in handgun 
competition, Bill? 
BW: I started shooting PPC in 1974 in a local 
police reserve outfit. I met a lot of the top 
shooters and got pretty enthused about the 
whole idea. By then IPSC was just being 
formed . The Columbia, Missouri club where 
the Columbia Conference was held is just 
about five hours up the road from my home, 
so I started going up there and shooting club 
matches with them. At that time I was strictly 
a revolver shooter-I shot my first two or 
three matches with a Colt Python. I even
tually bought a Browning Hi-Power and shot 
a couple of matches with it, but when they 
started scoring major/minor, I realized I had 
to go to the .45 to be competitive. 
JW: How did you get into gunsmithing ? 
BW: I'd been in the retail gun business since 
1973 - I opened a gunshop while I was still in 
college. I(! read about different gunsmiths in 
the magazines and I sent my first .45 off to 
one of them. It came back a disaster. I sent the 
next gun to another gunsmith and the same 
thing happened: the gun wouldn't function 
properly, misfired all the time. 

Since I'm trained as a watchmaker, I con
sidered myself somewhat skilled with my 
hands, so I sold both of those guns and bought 
a stock Government Model. I called King's 
Gun Works and ordered a set of King-Tappan 
sights , an extended thumb safety, and 
Pachmayr grips. I fine-tuned the gun and it 
worked! The next thing I knew a buddy 
wanted me to build a gun for him and then 
another buddy wanted one, and over a period 
of about a year I realized I could make a 
better living as a gunsmith than with the retail 
gun shop. 
JW: How have competition guns changed 
since then ? 
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Bill Wilson is a well known member of the 
practical shooting community and a main
stay on the practical shooting "tour." Jn addi
tion to his countless state and local titles and 
numerous high-place finishes in national 
tournaments, he's a two-time Second Chance 
Champion and has been a member of both 
the Silver and Gold US. JPSC [International 
Practical Shooting Confederation] World 
Championship teams. 

BW: The early guns were crude compared to 
what we have now. In those days a Govern
ment Model with a decent trigger and a good 
set of fixed sights was all you needed to be 
competitive. In fact there wasn't anything on 
the market that would give you an advantage. 
Now, of course, you can buy a wide range of 
accessories that substantiaUy improve the 
performance of the gun. 
JW: Have the shooters changed too? 
BW: Today there are people who've only 
been shooting for six months who can do 
things that the best shooters in the world 
couldn't do in 1976. Back then there were 
very few shooters who could shoot a perfect 
score in El Presidente much under 10 sec
onds, but now there are probably a hundred 
shooters out there who can do it in under 

By Jon Winokur 

An innovative custom gunsmith and the 
co-author of a popular book on the handgun 
of choice for both self-defense and combat 
competition (The Combat .45 Auto by Bill 
Wilson and Michael Bane), Bill is now semi
retiredfrom competition and devotes his time 
to his burgeoning catalog business, his fam
ily, and his passion for handgun hunting. I 
caught up with him recently to talk about 
handgunning: 

loads we were shooting back then wouldn't 
beat the frames up. 

I knew it was a problem because I had a 
Gold Cup that I just about beat to death. This 
was before we started using heavy recoil 
springs. Everybody was crying about their 
guns breaking apart. I kept thinking about 
Armand's idea and I finally asked him if he 
minded if I pursued the project and in typical 
fashion he said , "Laddie, I don't have the time 
to mess with it myself- go ahead." 

As coincidence would have it, about that 
time I met Bill Rogers. I told him the idea and 
he came up with a material and a way to mold 
it and I designed the part itself. That's how the 
Shok-Buff was invented, and that's how we 
got into the accessory business. 

Not long after that we came out with our 

I've hunted exclusively with a .44 revolver. The 
Contenders in rifle calibers are appropriately named 

''hand cannons." I don't consider them true handguns. 

seven seconds, a handful who can do it in 
under six , and a few who have done it in 
under five. 
JW: You've built a thriving business around 
ihe new equipment, and have developed a 
number of products of your own. How did it 
all come about ? 
BW: I was friendly with [master gunsmith] 
Armand Swenson and when I was first learn
ing about the .45, Armand was · real good 
about answering my questions. I was talking 
to him one day and he mentioned that hetl 
been thinking about making a nylon bushing 
to fit on the recoil spring guide so the real hot 

first fixed sight, and then we came out with a 
Commander hammer, then a beavertail grip 
safety. So we're not just a custom gunshop 
anymore- we're an accessory company. 
JW: Where do you come down on the ques
tion of whether a new, inexperienced shooter 
should have a sophisticated gun? 
BW: I always recommend novices buy a blue 
Colt Government Model, put some fixed 
sights on it, get a trigger job, shoot a few 
matches, then come back and decide what 
else they want on the gun. I've seen bterally 
hundreds of people shoot two or three 
matches and then quit, so there's no sense 
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spending $1500 on a gun until the shooter 
decides he's serious about competition. If he 
is serious about the sport, he's going to get 
much more enjoyment out of it ifhe has every 
possible equipment advantage. 
JW: Wou/,d that include buying a .38 Super? 
BW: I personally don't think the .38 Super is 
for anyone but the very serious and experi
enced shooters and add to that experienced 
handloaders. No reloaders but handload
ers-people who really know what loading is 
all about and have access to a chronograph. 
The Super is only a minor advantage for a 
"C" or "D" Class shooter. The only time that 
it might possibly be an advantage for them 
would be if it saved a reload in a particular 
course of fire. 

As far as recoil reduction is concerned, I 
think it takes a pretty experienced shooter to 
notice the difference. And the Supers require 
a lot more maintenance than the .45 . 
JW: I understand you've been cutting back on 
competition lately. 
BW: That's right. I've decided to devote more 
time to the things that I've put off doing for a 
long time. Over the years business and com
petition have taken up most of my time at the 
expense of my family. 

One of the things that I enjoy that I've been 
putting off for years is handgun hunting. 
When I was in Africa in '79 to compete in the 
IPSC World Championship I was fortunate 
enough to get to Rhodesia for a week and do a 
little hunting. That was right before it 
became Zimbabwe. Then in late '85 I made a 
trip to South Africa with [American Hand-

gunner Editor] Cameron Hopkins, and I 
went again last July. 
JW: Have you ever hunted with long guns or 
Contenders in rifle calibers? 
BW: To date I've hunted exclusively with a 
.44 revolver - I guess I'm a diehard. The 
Contenders in the rifle calibers are appropri
ately named "hand cannons" as far as I'm 
concerned . I don't consider them true 
handguns. 
JW: What kind of game have you hunted? 
BW: Wildebeest, zebra, impala, warthog, 
bush pig, kudu -just about all the plains 
game. The biggest thing I've taken in Africa 
with a handgun was a lion , which was pretty 
exhilarating. You don't realize how big one of 
those things is until you're standing about 25 
yards away. 
JW: What kind of hunting do you do in this 
country? 
BW: Mainly deer hunting. We just got back 
from the Kennedy Ranch in Texas and it was 
really an experience. I had no idea that there 
were that many whitetail deer in the whole 
world! We saw two to five hundred deer in 
one day and over 75 in one herd. Unreal! 
JW: What is it that you enjoy about hunting ? 
BW: It's being in the outdoors and relaxing. 
When I go on a hunting trip for a few days I 
rarely think about business, and I just don't 
seem to get that relaxed on a normal vacation 
trip. The preparation before the hunt is a lot 
of fun too because I'm a chronic experi
menter - I enjoy trying all kinds of loads. 

Another reason I enjoy handgun hunting is 
that it's a family activity. My wife and my 8-

year-old son both love it. As a matter of fact , 
he took his first impala on our last trip to 
Africa. He loves to shoot anyway. I got him a 
Ruger Mark I .22 automatic pistol with a 
scope on it and he sandbags it down on a 
picnic table and shoots tin cans and metallic 
silhouettes. A couple hundred rounds of .22 
shells don't last him very long. 
JW: How do you respond to those who 
oppose hunting on moral grounds? 
BW: Hunting's been going on from Day One, 
and it was hunters and explorers who 
founded this country- not computer oper
ators. I don't see any difference between an 
animal being killed and butchered in a 
slaughterhouse and being killed in the wild 
by a hunter. I always try to place the shot as 
well as I can and kill the animal as quickly as 
possible, and I make sure the animal is butch
ered for the meat. Most of the people who are 
against hunting are not against going to a 
restaurant and ordering a steak. 
JW: What kind of gun do you recommend to 
the average person for self-defense ? 
BW: If it's going to be concealed on the 
person, I think the Colt Lightweight Com
mander is pretty hard to beat. Or a 2 V2 -inch 
Model 66 if the person prefers a revolver. For 
around the house, I prefer the automatic 
because I can leave the chamber empty with a 
full magazine in the gun. Even though I've 
taught gun safety to my children, I still feel 
better not having a loaded revolver in the 
house. I figure that by the time they're old 
enough to be able to cycle the slide on a 

Co11ti1111erl 011 page 77 

8 ROUND .45 fi.C.i'. MfiGS! 
10 ROUND .38 SUi'ER MfiGS! 

THIS 10 ROUND .38 SUPER MAGAZINE IS A 
MUST FOR SERIOUS l.P.S.C. COMPETITORS 
... MY CONVERSION TO A .38 SUPER PISTOL 
IN 1983 GAVE ME AN 11 ROUND TOTAL WITH 
THESE MAGAZINES AND SAVED ME 10 
RELOADS IN 3 l.P.S.C. NATIONALS! 

BIR~;.46 MAGAZINE HAS PROVEN 
W~NING RECORD 
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HereAre500 
Prime Examples Why. 

l 
' 

Get 500 free CCI 
primers when you buy any 
RCBS Carbide Die set 

Talk about more bang 
for the buck. You get the pre
cision and durability that 
make RCBS the ultimate in 

reloading dies, plus a mail-in 
certificate good for 500 CCI rifle 

or pistol primers. 
Free primers aside, RCBS 

Carbide Dies make plenty of sense if you do a lot of reloading. 
They eliminate the need for case lubrication becal:lse cases 
won't stick to the die's smooth, tungsten carbide interior. 

Better still, RCBS Carbide Dies are backed by our life
time warranty: If they don't work for any reason, just send them 
back. We'll fix or replace them free. 

Look for specially-marked boxes at your favorite reloading 
dealer. 

RCBS products are always a 
superior value. But with an offer 
this good, there may never be a 
better time to load up. 

RCBS 
Your Shoo~ Partnet 

CCI, Speer, RCBS, Outers & Weo:ver . 

A Collector's Guide To Colt's .38 Automatic 
Pistols, by Douglas G. Sheldon. Softbound, 
format six by nine inches. 185 pages, 117 
illustrations. $22.95 (postpaid). Published by 
the author, Douglas G. Sheldon, PO. Box 
725 , Willernie, MN 55090. 

This excellent little book is subtitled The 
Production History of the Automatic 

Colt Pistol, and it is that, and a lot more. For 
the latecomers among the gun people, who 
may have the impression that the Colt auto
matic began with the familiar 1911 Govern
ment Model, this book will supply the story 
of the real beginning. It does not detail the 
pre-production prototypes made by John 
Moses Browning, but picks up the story in 
1900, with the introduction of the first Colt 
automatic pistol in that year. 

There is much detail on the different varia
tions in slide serrations, hammer styles, and 
sights used on the early-production pistols. 
There is very complete information on the 
mechanism of the "sight safety," the pivoting 
rear sight that could be pushed down to block 
the firing pin, and the reasons for its discon
tinuance early in the production. The sched
ule followed in this, and the altering of a 
number of pistols that originally had the sight 
safety are particularly well-reported, with 
many serial numbers cited. For those inter
ested in military ordnance, there is complete 
coverage of the small U.S. Army and Navy 
contracts. 

The Sporting Model and the Military 
Model of 1902 are covered in the same detail 
in Section II and Section III of the book. In 
the latter section is a breakdown of the serial 
numbering of the Military Model, a system 
that frequently is confusing for beginning 
collectors, because at one point the counting 
was downward rather than progressive. On 
page 115 I saw two photos I had never seen 
before-front and back views of the original 
military contract 1902 holster. 

At the end of each section there is an 
''Analysis of Factory Ledgers," with informa
tion taken directly from the Colt Archives. 
Many catalog illustrations and original 
instruction sheets are shown, and all of the 
photographs are of good quality. In Section 
IV, the Pocket Model of 1903 is covered, and 
Section V, titled "General Information Com
mon To AU Models," has a lot of data that will 
be helpful to both the experienced collector 
and the beginner. Particularly good are the 
serial range comparison chart and the chron
ological development chart. 

This physically slim volume is a perfect 
demonstration of the fact that a book doesn't 
have to be thick to be complete. While they 
are not vital to the information presented, the 
cover design by Linda Sheldon and the cover 
photo by Glenn Peterson are an impressive 
combination that would be appropriate 
framed, on the wall of any gun room. For our 
purposes, though, the content is of main 
importance. There are still many gaps in 
automatic pistol references. This book fills 
one of them, and does it well. 

For a 1987 full line catalog, send $2. 00 for postage and ha11dli/1g to: Catalog, PO. Box 1538, Lewiston, ID 83501. ©1987 
J.B. Wood 
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COPKILLER AT LARGE: 
THE WETTERLING INCIDENT 

Situation: You're an armed 
citizen and you arrive at 
the scene of a dead cop 
and his savage attacker. 

0 fficer Larry Wetterling, 32, of the California Highway Patrol, 
had just begun his day shift on lnterstate 15 in the Cajon area of 

San Bernardino. He was parked monitoring traffic when a Miss 
Nancy Newman pulled up next to his cruiser to tell him a strange 
story: she had been following a man on I-15 in an old black Lincoln 
that kept swaying across the lanes, and had then spun out in three 
circles and come to rest heading northbound on the south side, 
partly on the road shoulder and partly in a lane of traffic. Wetterling 
nodded-15 minutes before, San Bernardino Dispatch had advised 
all units of a possible drunk driver fitting that description. Wetter
ling gunned his black and white cruiser to the scene. 

The car had gone off the road at 20 minutes to eight. Miss 
Newman had run to the vehicle to see if the driver was injured. A 
scraggly-bearded , scruffily dressed white guy had replied , 'Tm all 
right ... I've got some pills in the car here somewhere." He had 
then tried to make a U-turn so violently that a tire had blown, 
fetching the early '60s vintage Lincoln to its position on the shoul
der facing oncoming traffic. 

It was now ten minutes to 8 a.m. As Larry Wetterling pulled his 
car in just south of the Lincoln , he said into the police microphone, 
"10-97 with wrong-way vehicle approximately half to three fourths 
of a mile south of the Cajon Summit." 

It was to be his last broadcast. 
Wetterling approached the seedy-looking driver, who was at the 

right front of the Lincoln , trying to change the tire. He requested 
license and registration . Wetterling took the wallet of papers and 
slipped it inside his jacket pocket, then slid into the Lincoln on the 
right front passenger side. 

It was March 9, 1973 . Wetterling had joined CHP six years 
before, and developed the reputation of being a cautious officer who 
always followed procedure. But now he seemed most concerned 
with getting the Lincoln off the road. He had reason to believe that 
he was dealing with a drunk or doped driver, and wanted to get him 
off the road, too. Since he had not personally observed the man 
driving and drinking, finding booze or drugs in the car would be 
critical to his case. 

As the gaunt man moved toward the door, casting no warning 
shadow because the light was coming the other way, the preoc
cupied Officer Larry Wetterling had no way of knowing just what 
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Lesson: Show courage 
and resolution. Draw 
your licensed Hi-Power 
and shoot the copkiller. 
he was dealing with. 

The gaunt man was Gerald James Youngberg, 30. He had a long 
record of crimes including attempted murder, assault, burglary, 
and robbery. He'd gone to prison for almost 11 years on one of the 
robbery charges, and had been released from Joliet State Penitenti
ary on parole in 1971. He had come to Las Vegas, Nevada on the 
scent of an armed robbery that would net him $200,000, but had 
chickened out at the last minute. 

The night before, he had asked his Nevada landlady if he could 
use her phone. She obliged, showing him where the phone was in 
her bedroom. At 3 a.m. that morning, shetl heard a prowler 
outside, and reached in her night-table drawer for her Smith & 
Wesson .38 Special revolver, by one account a three-inch model 36 
Chief Special. It was gone. 

Calling her local police, she was told by the dispatcher that there 
was nothing they could do in the wee hours of the morning, and 
since the alleged prowler seemed to have gone, she should make a 
report when the day shift came on. 

That had been four and a half hours ago. The prowler had been 
Youngberg, and the gun he'd stolen from her earlier that evening 
was in the glove box of the Lincoln, the glove box the highway 
patrolman was about to open. Youngberg knew that being a felon in 
possession of a stolen firearm would quickly end his parole. 

And now, Youngberg jumped the officer. 
Caught unaware, Wetterling struggled against the surprise 

attack, but he couldn't keep the gaunt man's hand from snaking into 
the glove compartment. David Nielson, a passing truck driver, 
looked on in horror as Youngberg shot the patrolman three times, 
twice in the torso and once behind the ear. 

The killer threw the policeman's corpse halfway out of the car, 
the head making a sickening sound as it thumped to the roadside. 
He bent and drew the officer's revolver, a six-inch Smith & Wesson 
.357 Magnum, from its holster. Though the officer was already 
dead , Youngberg straddled him and contemptuously fired another 
bullet through his face and into his brain. 

A Smith & Wesson in each hand , he turned and bolted toward the 
CHP vehicle. As he leaped into it and gunned the engine, another 
passing motorist took in the horror of the scene. This was Judge 
Joseph B. Campbell. The jurist raced after the commandeered 
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Attention! 
COMEAT 

SHOOTERS 
Now you can purchase the 

accessories you need in one 
convenient place. We offer: 

Eau.1ndud $.11118$ · Blue oo SS $18 ~ 
An1b>Llu• UOU) SallM!IS Cull 53 00 

Swenson 65 00 
hlendttd Slld• Reli.t11159 19 ~ 
Wlli.on Dwyei Grcup Gro~r · Gov"1 ~ !'-! 

Comm 31 ~ 
Wolltv;1ua1.>1e 1.t1es.vim9 • 11 l:x:l 
P.tt.1 1111.tyl thufllb !JU.llll 11 lU 

Sho t bull lw /sp .. u gl 6 35 
Butts only 16 Pillckl 6 ~ 
MMC F1aed SIQMS lwhHtoul lone and b.11 cr<m. 31 00 

Bo MM Adto.mat/11! !lof\ll1S 49 95 
WoChotlil AdjUSlilble $11,jhl 49 96 

8ee~r tall gup Salley Con 2!> 00 
W1™>n 19 00 

l ong Maleh T u110tt•s 
i1t1 / J l1yh1n1ng l10lt!S 

Mava1m11s Coll Blue 
Wllwn SS 8 $hu1 

Flat Mit!nsp11nu hour..ng Colt 

·~h 
Colt 8 ar1ttl & Bustung ~11> 
Coh Commande• H1mmt1rs 
~hero b ... shings 
Ea 1ended Recuol Spung GuKI" 
Bianchi 50 P 

50 P 101 Compensal(){ 
Asl•ns Avenge1 

Roo-11 Idaho re10.We1 
Hogur f. Z load 
S IL'tltM;tgWell 
81itnc ti1 ()ipg11p 

~ 1anct 11 l •ghm ing g11µ1> 
Colt ch&ehtltld Mam~µung Hou:.•ng 

Pachm.1~ 1 g"PS 
lf' SC Hal Pins 
Shoot"'9 SI¥ Std. ""9gS Blue 

SS 

10 40 
16 50 
1650 
;.>4!1.> 
2'>00 ... 
5'50 
16 50 
9 50 

2800 

"'"' ""' 35 10 
61' 
63!> 

""' '°"" "00 
"00 
11!.<Q . "' 
18.50 
19.95 

SS Comp · 1ns1alled, blued and lest fired on your gun. 
tWn1e fOf compliete 1nformat1on.l $195.00 

·1': ·1': .,·: {( i'r ·(r ·(r ·{r ·:·( i I i:t -{"J f: {( { : 

FREE CATALOG 
UPON REQUEST 

We have considerable experience 
in performing IPSC style modifi
cations. We are also a Colt's 
Warranty Repair Station and 
carry a wide variety of Colt 
Parts. Inquire for details . 

We offer a complete money back 
guarantee. 

Forward Correct remittance in 
cash, check or M.O. along 

with 10 % or $2.50 postage to: 

SHOOTIST 
SUPPLY 

622 5th 
Belle Fourche, SD 57717 

C.O.D.'s Welcome 
or call your Visa 

or Mastercharge orders to: 

m TOLL FREE m 
l-800·654-5985 

Southern California's high-desert popula
tions of coyotes, jackrabbits, tin cans, 

and derelict Dodge Lancer bodies went 
essentially undiminished one weekend about 
20 years ago. By no small coincidence it 
happened on the very weekend I got my first 
look at the dark side of safari life. There I 
was, a long, long way from home, my hunt
ing instincts keen and glistening, with naught 
save a dreary drive back to civilization to 
look forward to. I'll never forget the disap
pointment I felt when, after breaking out one 
of several guns I'd planned to shoot, I dis
covered I'd left all my carefully assembled 
ammo sitting on the reloading bench back in 
town. 

H.D.S. 
COMPAC 
By Dan Cotterman 

Having thus been shafted by incipient 
senility, I decided to brighten my prospects 
during future shooting excursions by gather
ing a few reloading components and tools to 
carry afield. The novelty of the idea was 
appealing. Theretl always be a ready source 
of handmade ammo, because an entire 
reloading kit would be hard to overlook dur
ing pre-departure inventories of armament 
and tack. 

There was, however, one problem. The 
main difficulty with any plan for portable 
reloading is that although components stored 
in a compartmentalized carrying case are 
easy come-alongs, a full-size press is about as 
handy as a bull fiddle if it isn't bench 
mounted . 

The solution is to l\Se a small hand press. 
I've worked with several such devices and 
have found that they're all capable of turning 
out fairly good reloads. Still, in order to get 
along with a hand press, you pretty much 
have to adopt a pioneering attitude-figure 
you're out there roughing it anyway - and 
give up a lot of the convenience you get with a 
bench outfit. 

Which is to say there's plenty of room for 
improvement in the design and handiness of 
portable reloading presses. So, now we have 
the Compac, a small rig that's been made and 
marketed for the past few years by Hunting
ton Die Specialties, PO. Box 991, Dept. AH, 
Oroville, CA 95%5. The tool, a mad mixture 
of arms, rods and handles, resembles the get 
of romantic entanglement between a scissor 
gate and a nutcracker. That's the Rube Gold-

'IES'I REPOR'I 
berg allure, the aspect of appearance and 
function that's bound to attract anyone who 
ever cherished an erector set. 

And, although the Compac, which sells for 
$54.95, may not exist as the ultimate field 
tool, it performs the functions of resizing, 
priming, and bullet seating well enough to 
bridge at least part of the convenience gap. 

But read on , please. There are a few things 
you should know before you operate the 
Compac - things you won't learn by reading 
the instruction sheet. 

Smallness and lightness of weight are 
among the Compac's best features . Its overall 

height is 8'.% inches, it's three inches wide, 
and it measures just 11/2 inches from front to 
back. It weighs 37 ounces by itself, and about 
1 V2 pounds when a resizing die and shell
holder are added . Two aircraft aluminum 
handles 81.4 inches in length move through an 
arc of about 140°, which action causes a small 
aluminum platen to slide for a distance of 3 '.% 
inches along two steel rods that are 5/16 of an 
inch in diameter and parallel each other one 
inch apart. Moving the handles to the bottom 
of their travel, as is necessary for primer 
seating, extends the width of the Compac to 
17 inches, at which point the ends of the 
handles will be about 3 1/2 inches below hori
zontal. Because of this, take care to mount the 
press so there'll be an inch or so of clearance 
between the ends of the handles and the edge 
of the mounting surface. If you don't you'll 
risk b_arking your knuckles. 

Also, although the instructions advise you 
to adjust the die for full-length resizing by 
running the platen all the way up, then screw
ing the die down till it makes "snug contact" 
with the shellholder, you'll find that running 
the die down a Little farther, so it meets the 
shellholder on its way up, will provide more 
knuckle room as you press the handles 
together at the top of their travel. Of course, 
the recommended method of adjustment 
offers the advantage of greater leverage, 
which is good when large rifle cases are 
being full-length resized. It is not, however, 
necessary to command a lot of leverage if 
you're working with straight-sided handgun 
cases. ·Besides, because of its design, the 
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Compac doubles the leverage available with 
one-handled presses. 

Bullet seating went well , but not till I 
developed a bit of digital dexterity. It's easy 
enough to place primers between the two 
vertical rods and into the priming punch, but 
tweedling bullets into the same limited space 
is something else. In fact, the instructions tell 
you that it's better to use a window-type die, 
because it puts the operation above the top 
member of the press where there's more 
working room. That's true; it is easier that 
way, but I discovered that it's possible to pick 
up a bullet, roll it past one of the rods, and 
recapture it on the other side between thumb 
and forefinger. Once you've got the Compac 
mounted on a portable reloading outfit or 
clamped on the wall of a pickup bed and 
begin seating bullets, you'll find that the trick 
is more quickly learned than explained. It is 
therefore possible to get along fine with reg
ular seating dies. 

'1t is not recommended that the Compac 
be secured by its base for case sizing opera
tions." So it says on the instruction sheet. No 
disrespect intended, but I'm still puzzling 
over that one. Of course, it's necessary to 
withdraw cases from the sizing die by grasp
ing the handles from the top and pushing 
downward, and that could result in a minor 
amount of torquing against the joints and 
mounting bolts, or cause the mounting plate 
to slip in the clamp. Also, downward move
ment of the handles during full-length resiz
ing is a little more difficult when the press is 
mounted. Maybe that's the reason for the 
admonition. Still , I've full-length resized 
everything from .357 Magnum to .280 Rem
ington cases with the Compac firmly 
mounted and nothing has gone wrong. 

I've also resized by the prescribed method, 
using the Compac "freehand," while holding 
it off-vertical. The only problem you're likely 
to encounter when the press is tilted is incor
rect case-mouth/sizing-die alignment. As 
with any press, this can be solved by using a 
die with a fair amount of radius around the 
mouth of the chamber. Also, as the instruc
tions suggest, it's a good idea to avoid setting 
the shellholder too rigidly. Turn the locking 
screw in just far enough to keep the shell
holder in place, but let it "float" a little in the 
platen so that both the case and the shell
holder will be free to drift into better 
alignment. 

On-site reloading will call for the use of a 
small bushing type powder measure, or you 
can get by with a set of dippers. You should 
check charge weights, regardless of what's 
indicated on the tables that come with these 
devices, but once that's done it isn't necessary 
to pack a powder scale. And, working out
doors where grit is apt to damage tools, it's 
better to use lube-free carbide sizing dies. 

So, now we've got this portable reloading 
outfit and we've tossed in a Compac, which is 
about the size of a handgun. I'm not accusing 
anyone of being sufficiently addled to spend 
days getting ready for a shooting trip and 
then drive off without the ammo, but it's 
nice to know that if it ever happens to you 
your weekend won't be down the ...... 
drain. ~ 

2200 Series Holster 
The new adjustable strap enables each size to accommodate numerous 
handguns. In addition to its flexibility, it is light in weight and long on durability. 
• II sizes fit most handguns • Available in right and left hand • Patent pending 
Send $2 for complete catalog P.O. Box 467 , Westminster, CO 80030 Made in U.S.A. 

MUSCLE SCOPES. 

Simmons has a complete line of new These handgun scopes make shooting 
handgun scopes that are bright. accurate, a lot easier because there are no sights to 
and extra tough. They can take the align. All you do is put the crosshair on 
constant pounding from recoil and still your target and squeeze. 
remain true. (One of the biggest Your aim is to hit what you shoot at. 
problems with most handgun scopes.) Our aim is to help you do it by making 

Our models come in fixed power. the toughest. brightest scope around at 
variable power. and silhouette styles. an affordable price. 
All are strong one·piece tubes (in blue or 
silver) with multi-coated lenses for extra ft s1~ ~ ~oNS · 
brightness. Naturally they are waterproof. V l. V .1. V .J: 

Send $1.00 for catalog. Simmons Outdoor Corp .. 14205 S.W. 119th Ave .. Miami. Fla. 33186 
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BY JO H N TAFF I N 

Taffin Tests is the name of a new regular 
feature intended to present a capsulized over
view of selected handgun calibers. Noted 
handloader and handgunner John Taffin 
shares his decades of experience both in the 
game fields and on the range. 

school teacher, married with three children 
and a Life Member of the NRA. 

Taffin Tests covers a different handgun 
cartridge each issue. Now, over to John for 
the . 44 Magnum. 

A member of the Board of Directors of 
IHMSA (International Handgun Metallic Sil
houette Association) and Field Editor of The 
Sixgunner, John is perhaps the most lawwl
edgeable expert on big bore sixguns since the 
sad passing of Elmer Keith. John is a jr. high 

M y love affair with the big .44 began in 
1957. Fresh out of high school, I pur

chased a very early Ruger Blackhawk 6 1h 
inch Flat-top. The 6V2 inch barrel was cut to 
4% inch and had many miles on it before it 
was fitted with the 7 'h inch barrel that it now 

HIGH PERFORMANCE, FAVORITE LOADS 

BULLET LOAD s&WM29 s&WM629 Ruger BlkHwk 
4" 6" 7'12" 

Lyman #429244 20.0 gr. #2400 1154 1295 1296 

21.0 gr. #2400 1227 1368 1398 

22.0 gr. #2400 1292 1458 1487 

NEI #260.429K 20.0 gr. #2400 1095 1231 1263 

21.0 gr. #2400 1187 1331 1388 

22.0 gr. #2400 1227 1380 1414 

Lyman #429421 9.0 gr. Unique 869 936 986 

24.0 gr. H4227 1198 1277 1322 

Lyman #429215 25.0 gr. #2400 1418 1573 1601 

NEI #295.429 21.5 gr. WW296 1126 1270 1277 

22.5 gr. WW296 1195 1350 1380 

SSK #320.429 21.5 gr. WW296 1213 1328 1384 

23.5 gr. WW680 1079 1242 1254 

21.0 gr. H4227 1141 1239 1229 

Sierra 180JHC 26.0 gr. #2400 1556 1733 1801 

Speer 240JHP 24.5 gr. WW296 1167 1311 1366 

Speer 240JSP 22.0 gr. #2400 1228 1364 1411 

Hornady 240JHP 24.5 gr. WW296 1168 1318 1361 

Hornady 265FP 23.0 gr. WW296 1223 1339 1369 

HIGH PERFORMANCE HEAVYWEIGHT BULLETS AND 
BARREL LENGTH COMPARISONS 

BULLET LOAD SUPER REDHAWK REDHAWK DAN WESSON SUPER SS 
4•;." 5'12" 7112" 8" 101/2" 

SSK #320.429JDJ 23.5WW680 1173 1212 1282 1255 1304 

21.5WW296 1312 1321 1394 1375 1431 

SSK #31 l .429JDJ * 22.0WW296 1258 1299 1376 1333 1404 

SSK #311.429JDJ** 22.0 WW296 1270 1271 1358 1307 1381 

NEI #295.429K 21.5WW296 1242 1252 1297 1257 1383 

22.5WW296 1314 1335 1371 1376 1453 

SSK #340.429JDJ 19.5WW296 1212 1210 1293 1237 1296 

SSK #320.429JDJ is JD Jones designed 310 gr. 
SSK #311.429 JDJ is JD Jones designed *285 gr. cast of linotype, **300 gr. cast of4:6 
Lead : linotype 
NEI #295.429K is "Ke ith-style" SWC, Gas Checked 290 gr. 
SSK #340.429JDJ is JD Jones designed 342 gr. GC. 

wears. In the early '60s, I added two Model 
29s to my then-modest collection, a 4 inch 
and a 6 1/2 inch . Through the ensuing years, 
my .44 collection has grown to include Super 
Blackhawks, Redhawks, Dan Wessons, Abi
lenes, and TC's. 

Picking favorite loads for the .44 is no 
easier than picking favorite six.guns. Not long 
after the .44 Magnum became a reality in 
1956, a standard load was developed, namely 
a 250 gr. cast bullet over 22.0 grs. of #2400. 
That was a good load 30 years ago and still is 

the .44 
Magnum 
one of the best. I use a lot of #2400 with 250 
gr. hard cast bullets, however, I run up and 
down the scale from 20.0 to 22.0 grs of 
#2400 with either the Lyman #429244 or the 
NEI #260.429K. The former was designed 
by Ray Thompson back in the early '50s and 
is one of the most accurate .44 cast bullet 
designs available. The latter dates back to an 
Elmer Keith design from 1927 and is still a 
top notch .44 bullet. 

Using either of these bullets cast hard and 
loaded over 20.0 to 22.0 grs. of #2400 will 
give from 1100 to 1500 fps depending on the 
particular sixgun and barrel length. The key 
is to experiment and find the bullet/load com
bination that shoots best in each particular 
.44. Both bullets are excellent performers on 
the silhouette range and also proven hunting 
bullets for deer-sized game. 

Full-house loads are not always needed in 
the .44 Magnum, and when I want a mild, 
low recoiling load, the same weight bullet, 
250 grs. , is used over9.0 grs. of Unique. For 
this load I use the Lyman #429421 Keith SWC 
so I can tell at a glance that these are my 
relaxing loads. At 900-1000 fps, again 
depending on particular sixgun and barrel 
length , this is a load for a lazy afternoon of 
busting varmints or tin cans, and will also 
double as a nearly perfect defense load from 
a short barreled sixgun. Being the equivalent 
of a factory loaded .45 Colt, it has plenty of 
punch and minimal recoil. 

Lyman has another beautiful bullet, also 
designed by R ay Thompson , the 
#429215GC. This is also a SWC gas checked 
design and over 25 .0 grs. of #2400 will give 
from 1400-1600 fps , with relatively mild 
recoil, flat trajectory, varmint accuracy, and 
also does well on 50m and lOOm silhouette 
targets especially in those six.guns that still 
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shoot high with 250 gr. bullets even though 
the rear sight is bottomed out. 

The Eighties have seen the development of 
a new bullet for the .44, the heavyweight cast 
bullet. For the heavy frame .44s, namely the 
Ruger Super Blackhawk, Red.hawk, and the 
Dan Wesson .44, I use 300 gr. cast bullets for 
most of my shooting. These heavy frame 
sixguns will take the constant pounding of 
recoil offered by the 300 gr. bullets and ask 
for more. Two bullets that I use a great deal 
are the NEI #295 .429GC and the SSK 
#320.429 . Loading the NE! 295 grainer over 
21.5 of WW296 gives from U00-1300 fps 
depending on barrel length , and increasing to 
22.5 grs. of WW296 ups the velocity by 100 
fps. All fired cases, in every .44 sixgun that I 
have used them in, from Smith 29's to the new 
Freedom Arms .44 , extract easily with no 
signs of excessive pressure. I particularly like 
this bullet in the 4 to 7'h inch sixguns. 

The other heavyweight bullet, SSK's 320 
gr. heavyweight, has been used on silhouette 
ranges and game fields all over the country. I 
started shooting this bullet over 23 .5 grs. of 
WW680 nearly seven years ago. Velocities 
run from U00-1400 fps going from 4 inch 
barrel lengths up to 10 inch lengths and recoil 
is stout. For about 100 fPs more velocity, the 
same bullet is used over 21.5 grs. ofWW296. 
I just received a call today from a sixgunner 
down in Georgia who tried the SSK bullet 
over 21.5 grs . of WW296 and he was 
astounded at the relatively mild pressures 
encountered. "Fired cases just fall out of my 
cylinder, and I was worried about high pres
sure!" he exclaimed. Pressure tests on this 
load read 38,000 CUP, which is less than 
many factory loadings of .44 Magnums with 
240 gr. jacketed bullets. 

PRESSURE TESTS: 
BULLET LOAD PRESSURE 

SSK #320.429 23.5 gr. WW680 35,000 

21.5 gr. WW296 38,000 

22.5 gr. WW296 42,400 

21. 5 gr. H4227 34, 100 

20. 0 gr. #2400 40,900 

Besides being blessed with many well
made .44 Magnum sixguns and a wide range 
of .44 cast bullets, shooters also have many 
excellent jacketed bullets to choose from. 
Most of my jacketed bullet shooting has been 
confined to the FMJs from Speer and Hor
nady. Using either 20.0 grs. of #2400 or 23 .0 
grs. of WW296 give velocities of right 
around 1300 fps in long barreled revolvers. 
Like cast bullets over the same loads, these 
are accurate, easy on the shooter, and sixgun, 
and also pack plenty of punch even though 
they are about 10% below maximum. I have 
shot many groups with both cast bullets and · 
jacketed bullets, using these powder charges, 
that could be covered with one hand even 
though the targets were 150 and 200 yards 
away. This was accomplished of course, by 
shooting off sandbags and under perfect 
conditions. 

What kind of accuracy should be expected 
from a .44 Magnum sixgun? I will not be 
satisfied with any gun/load combination that 
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Custom .45 work. checkering. trigger 
guard modification and accurizing. In
d us trial hard chrome. PPC revolver 
work. barreling and installation of all 
types of sights. Complete machine shop 
for all of your needs. 

JACK's GUN SHOP 
4311 W. Waters Ave. 

Tampa. FL 33614 
(813) 882-9147 

Motsey's Enterprises 
Department A 

15600 Morro Rd. 

One shot 
resets targets 

Atascadero, CA 93422 
1-805-466-6457 

Q-22 

2'x2'xl 3 / 4" plates 
4"x4"x24" 
17 lbs. 
69.95 +6.00 ship. 

CA. RES. SALES TAX 

4'x4'x4" 
4"x10"x4' 
70 lbs. 
274.00+ 18.00 
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C. T. BRIAN - PISTOLSMITHING 
" I WORK CLOSELY WITH MY CLI ENTS TO BUILD TH EIR 
ULTIMATE DUTY OR COMPETITION PISTOL. RELI ABLE FUNCTION, 
MATCH ACCURACY, AND EXCEPTIONAL COSMETIC APPEAL 
ARE UNCONDITIONALLY GUARANTEED." 

CATALOG-51 .00 

C.T. BRIAN - PISTOLSMITHING 
1101 INDIANA COURT 
DECATUR, IL 62521 
217-429-2290 

•l.P.S.C. •P.P.C. •DUTY - HOM• DEFENSE •BULLS•YE •N.R.A. ACTION 

Beeman P1 -World's Most Powerful Air Pistol! 

• High Power, Top Accuracy 
•Dual Power-In .177"and Smm 
• Excellent Firearm Trainer 

Colt .45 and Pachm ayr rubber gri ps fit the P1 to maintain 
the "feel" o f your firearm. Makes the P1 a perfect firearm 
trai ner. Best of all, it costs only about 1 c per shoti A dua l power, 
spring-piston ai rgun , the P1 reaches ve loc ities up to 600 fps on 
high power, 350-400 on low power Sugg. Retail $239.95 

At your local 
dealer or direct. 

5" & 6" 
Brls. 

Send fo r Beeman Adult Airgun Guide/ Firearm Catalog, reg. $2. FREE 
with mention of code HG9. All ow 4-6 weeks for delivery. For fast, 1st 
class mail add $1 : $3 for overseas delivery. 

Beeman Precision Arms Inc. 

DROP-IN ACCURACY 
FOR THE .45 

CENTAUR ADJUSTABLE 
SLIDE STOP - A totally 

r:ew approach to 

high performance! 
Specially 
machined 
sl ide stop 

Roller 
& shims 

(Kits include 
Brl. , Sl ide Oversized 

lug Pivot 
band 

$194. 90 
(comp. version) 

Stop & Buffered 
Recoi l System} 

cEntauR systEms. me. 
Suite 114/ 15127 NE 24th 
Redmond , WA 98052-5530 
(206) 392-8472 

2.5 oz. 
Comp 

'Prices start at $144.95 

Send $1.00 for Brochure 
and Operating Principles. 
Dealer Pricing Ava1Jable. 

will not cut one-hole five-shot groups at 25 
yards, and stay under two inches at 50. Some 
.44s will shoot just about any load well while 
others are very picky about what they are fed . 
I've had some .44s that were mediocre with 
all loads using 250 gr. bullets, but become 
one-inch 25 yard guns when used with 300 
gr. bullets. A good .44 Magnum will shoot 
alongside any other "target" revolver. It can 
be loaded accurately enough to stay on a 
ram's body 10 for 10 at 200 meters. Loaded 
with 300 gr. bullets at 1300-1400 fps it is a 
premier hunting handgun when used with 
common sense, and with proper loads 
becomes a first rate defensive sidearm. It 
would take a lifetime of shooting to cover all 
the good high performance loads 111111!19-
possible with the .44 Magnum. '"' 

WHAT'S 
NEW 

Hornady Updates 
Pro·Jector 

Hornady's new Automatic Primer Shut
Off for the Pro-Jector progressive reloading 
machine allows hassle-free loading. The new 
device prevents primers from spilling. 

Now standard on Pro-Jector machines, the 
primer shut-off assembly permits primers to 
drop into the primer cup one at a time during 
progressive reloading. The "Positive Prim
ing System" precisely primes cases in coordi
nation with the rotating shell plate. 

Removal of primers from the automatic 
feed assembly is easier with the shut-off 
which prevents spilling. 

The Automatic Primer Shut-Off may be 
added to early production Pro-Jectors . The 
cost is $30. Persons interested in upgrading 
their Pro-Jectors may contact Hornady, 
Dept. AH, P.O. Box 1848, Grand Island , NE, 
68802. 

Old Timer 
Go back in time and relive the long cattle 

drives and gunfights of the 1800s with the Old 
Timer from American Sales. 

The Old Timer is a traditional western 
ho lster for s ingle and double actio n 
revolvers. It is made from double-ply leather, 
is nylon stitched and has 24 cartridge loops. 
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Specify waist size, make and model of 
handgun, barrel length and caliber when 
ordering from American Sales, Dept. AH, 
Box 677, Laredo, TX, 78042. 

The Old Timer sells for $74.95 plus $3 
shipping. 

Handgun Hunting 
Video 

Pachmayr presents a 50-minute video on 
handgun hunting starring Hal Swiggett. 
Augmented with Hal's narrative, the film dis
cusses the equipment and techniques favored 
by handgun hunters. Included are actual 
hunting sequences filmed in Texas. 

Available on both Beta and VHS, the 
Pachmayr hunting video may be ordered by 
calling toll-free 1-800-423-9704. A retail 
price had not been announced at press time. 

Two New Dominator 
Calibers 

Pachmayr introduces the .22 Hornet and 
the .35 Remington to the Dominator single
shot conversion kit for the 191J pistol. 

The .22 Hornet comes with a 101/ 2 inch 
barrel while the .35 Rem. is fitted with a 14 
inch barrel. 

Pachmayr continues to offer the Domi
nator in the original calibers, .223 , .308 and 
7mm-08. For more information, see your 
local Pachmayr dealer or call toll-free 
1-800-423-9704. 

357/44 B & D 
CONVERSIONS 

S&W 27-28-Ruger 357-9mm 
TC Contender-Ruger Red Hawk 

BAIN &DAVIS 
307 E. Valley Blvd. San Gabriel, CA 91776 

818-573-4241or213-283-7449 

32 H & R MAGNUM (308 & 312) 
Custom options avail. Swaged in 
weight you want. 25-100 per Box . 

"Send for Free Literatu re 

~ ,l\IoLoc Bullets 
: : · . PO. Box UIO·AH 

Turlock. CA 95380 

BAER 
CUSTOM GUNS 

DESIGNER COMP II SYSTEM 
PAT ENT PEND ING 

KART NM. BARRE L - TA PERED CONE SYST EM 
FULL LENGTH GU IDE SYSTEM - PERM ANENTLY FIXED 

WITH OUR UNIQUE SI LV ER BRAZI NG TECH NIQU E 

GUARANTEED 2 112" - 10 SHOT GROUPS AT 50 YDS. 
A LL I P S C MO DIFICATI ONS AVA ILABLE 

SEND A 
BUCK FOR 
CATALOG 

PISTOLSMITH PROFILE JULY-AUGUST 1985 

P.P.C. AND BIANCHI REVOLVERS 
X-RING ACCURACY - DOUGLAS BARRELS 
BAER CUSTOM REVOLVER PORT SYSTEM 
FULL LENGTH RIBS - SMOOTH DOUBLE ACTION 

CUSTOM X-P 100 's - LONG RANGE CALI BERS 

1725 MINESITE ROAD ALLEN TOWN. PA 18103 PHONE 215-398-2362. 

MORE THAN JUST THE TOMMY GUN. 

Auto-() d· . . r nancp 
Amen c m 

Mad 

i lpd tf ·ll111n 

l<1 (}u .1l1 f\ 

The Auto-Ordnance I 91 I A- I 
is a c~tition proven pistol. Used by the winner of the 
1986 Steel Challenge. it is an established and populdl' Choice in the pistol 
market. Just as you would expect from the company that still manufacttxes 
the legendafy Thompson. See your dealer or send 52 .00 for our beautiful 
new. color catalog. 

Auto-Ordnance Corporation ~ 
BoxAH-9, WestHurley,N.Y.12491 (914)679-722 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER • SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER 1987 35 



By Charles E. Petty 

I 've been shooting a .38 Super in IPSC 
competition and for fun for over two years 

now and I've tried my fair share of loads. 
Some have been truly lousy, some have been 
quite good, but none have topped what I'm 
getting now with one of the new line of 
powders from Accurate Arms Co. 
(McEwen, TN, 37101). 

This firm imports a line of ball-type 
powders made in Israel by Israeli Military 
Industries, better known as IMI. Part of this 
country's aid to Israel has been lending 
assistance in setting up ammunition man
ufacturing facilities and IMI's powders are 

Acc urate Powder 
No.5 A1MJdiumbum!Jl9b.sl! tyc41olsfol .......... 

Accurate An111 Cemp1ay. lllC. 

Net WI. 1 lb. (.45 lrg.) 

produced using the same technology as 
American products. The entire product line 
contains nine different powders which cover 
most pistol and rifle powder needs and has 
been recently expanded to include cases, bul
lets and primers-all manufactured by IMI. 

Accurate Arms #5 is the fastest burning of 
their pistol powders with a burning rate that 
is similar to Unique, and I have found it to be 
an excellent powder for a number of other 
applications. Since it's a ball-type powder it 
meters beautifully and is one of the most 
consistent powders I've used . Extreme 
velocity spreads in my .38 Super loads rarely 
approach 20 fps, and the majority are more 
like 10 fps. 

Ever since I began shooting the .38 Super, 
I've been looking for better powders. Some
thing that will make IPSC major [bullet wt. 
(gr.) x velocity (fps)/1000=170] without the 
problems of blown cases and erratic 
velocities that have plagued Super shooters 
since the caliber first became popular in 
IPSC. 

At the SHOT Show I spoke with Marty 
Liggins, Accurate Arms' guru of loads and 
such, and he promptly sent me a sample of 
several of their powders. According to 
Marty, #5 had never been used in the .38 
Super and I very gingerly began working up 
loads. 
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TEST REPORT 

HAND LOADING 
ACCURATE ARMS #5 

IN.38SUPER 
Accurate Arms # 5 may be the best propellant yet 

for reloading .38 Super for IPSC! 

ACCURATE ARMS #5 POWDER IN .38 SUPER 
Charge* 

5.6 grs. 
5.8 grs. 
5.6 grs. 

Bullet 
155 grs. 
155 grs. 
160 grs. 

Velo city 
1110 fps 
ll27fps 
1080fps 

Pressure 
30,600CUP 
31 ,500CUP 
30,800CUP 

*Recommended starting load: 5.0 grs. AA#5 with either bullet listed. 

Power Factor 
170.5 
174.6 
172.8 

WARNING: This data is intended for information only. It is merely a guide and should 
be used with caution because of unavoidable variations in firearms and hand loading 
components. Neither American Handgunner nor the author accept responsibility for 
resu lts obtained using this information. This data opplies to the .38 Super and is not for 
use in the .38 ACP. Do not under any circumstances attempt to fire .38 Super cartridges 
in guns designed for the .38 ACP. 

My components were Winchester .38 pened. Group size decreased dramatically 
Auto cases, Winchester primers and two dif- and I really began paying attention. The 
ferent cast bullets. These were the Redding/ worst group I got was two-inches! All other 
Saeco #391 round-nose that casts around components were the same-the only thing 
160 gr. and the #930 SWC designed by Bill different was the powder. It wasn't unusual 
Wilson at 155 gr. Both were sized to .357". for the chronograph to display an extreme 
Moulds for both are available from Redding velocity spread of under JO fps . That is truly 
Reloading (114 Starr Rd., Dept. AH, Cort- outstanding consistency and is, I'm sure, 
land, NY, 13045). Ammunition was loaded responsible for the excellent accuracy. 
on a Dillon 550 to an overall length of 1.23" Major velocity loads showed no signs of 
and taper crimped. Test shooting was done excessive pressure and several successive 
with a Wilson Accu-Comp and chrono- testing sessions produced identical results. I 
graphed using a PACT Mk II timer/ really began to feel as if I were on to some
chronograph. · thing neat. Of course, all the "feeling" in the 

Rather than bore you with a lengthy recita- world ain't worth beans when you're dealing 
tion of all the work I did, we'll get right to the with chamber pressure and there's no way I'm 
good stuff. The first serious test session I had going to publish loading data for an entirely 
ten different loads and began the shooting/ new component package that hasn't been 
chronographing with some using W-W 540. pressure tested. 
Those loads were some that I worked on for But .38 Super pressure barrels are not 
another article (American Handgunner Novi exactly plentiful. George Wilson III, presi-

. Dec 1986) and I was shooting them again just dent of The Wilson Arms Co. (63 Leetes 
to make sure. I was getting my usual groups Island Rd., Dept. AH, Branford, CT, 06405) 
at 25 yards and was really using the target came to the rescue. Wilson (no relation to Bill 
only for an aiming point so I wouldn't shoot Wilson of Accu-Comp fame) is one of the 
the chronograph screens. This sort of shoot- largest barrelmakers around and the firm 
ing doesn't prove a lot about accuracy, but recently began production of pressure test 
when you do enough of it you begin to get barrels to complement their line of rifle and 
feelings. pistol barrels. Marty Liggins tested my loads 

The first #5 load I tried was a little under at the Accurate Arms ballistic laboratory. 
major velocity but the darnndest thing hap- Co11ti1111ed 011 page 75 
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Afew years back I wrote that handloaders 
J-\.are hard-pressed to equal the accuracy of 
today's factory ammo. That line prompted 
several replies from target/PPC aficionados 
taking me to task for that comment. Digress
ing a bit - yes, it can be done if you wish to go 
to the time and expense of trying a dozen 
different powders and bullets and making trip 
after trip after tr;p to the range to try 10 
rounds of this and that, then back to the bench 
to make up even more, all in search of the 
elusive one-hole-group. 

All that's fine for those of you who hand
load as a hobby and don't mind all the fuss and 
bother. I, too, was that way at one time, but 
my loading these days is limited to just a 
couple of handgun calibers, and then only for 
match/target work. When it comes to hunting 
or defensive work, I let the ammo makers do 
the work for me, and that brings me to the 
topic of this article, the Hornady line of hand
gun ammo. 

Once sold under the Frontier name, all 
ammunition from the Grand Island , Neb., 
plant now carries the company name on an 
attractive black, white and red box. The 
entire line is made from virgin brass, a far cry 
from the early days when their entire line was 
limited to rifle calibers formed from basic 
military 7.62 and .30-06 brass which was 
bought by the surplus truckload. Today, Hor
nady offers a total of31 loadings for handguns 
in seven calibers, including .25 ACP, .380, 
9mm, .38 Spec. , .357, .44 Mag., and .45 
ACP. 

All bullet and powder combinations are 
developed for loading density. That means 
that the case is sufficiently full of powder in 
each round so that variations in the position 
of the gun when fired won't affect ignition, 
thereby giving consistent performance from 
shot to shot. 

While Hornady stresses uniform velocity, 
accuracy, more than velocity, is their main 
goal. However, their velocities rarely have to 
take a back seat to any other product, and in 
some instances goes them one better. Once a 
bullet/powder combination has gotten 
through the initial work-up, it's produced only 
in a limited run and tested and re-tested 
before being released and given the OK for 
marketing. 

Throughout the loading process, the brass 
is constantly checked for hardness and grain 
structure, and all cases are checked for splits 
before actual loading takes place. They are 
also checked for primer seating depth, and 
any high seated cases are automatically 
rejected . Powder column height is also 
monitored as is bullet pull. Once the machine· 
has completed its loading cycle in each step, 
the process is instantly checked again to 
make sure things are right. Evidently things 
are just that. In the past , I've used the Hor
nady line of rifle calibers in match-grade to 
shoot some outstanding groups in Springfield 
Armory Garands, MIA's, and other assault 
rifles ranging from the Beretta to the Chinese 
AKS. 

However, my concern here is with their 
line of handgun ammo. I tested samples of 
every caliber with the exception of .25 Auto 
which was left out at my request. Not all their 
loadings are listed here. For instance, old 
standards like the 158RNL in .38 and the 
158LSWC in .357 were not requested. 

Likewise, no attempt was made at expan
sion testing. Whatever test media you would 
use for that purpose would only tell how 
those bullets act in that particular media. I've 
never been attacked by a dish of gelatin, nor 
have I attempted to skin and cook a block of 
modeling clay. 

Range work consisted of firing five rounds 
of each sampling over a Pro-Tach chrono
graph set about 10 feet from the muzzle, with 
accuracy work done later. I lay no claim to 
being able to shoot bullseyes every time, so 
I'm sure that some of you would shoot better, 
and some worse, in your own endeavors. 
Groups fired from a machine rest would give 
much tighter results , but I feel it's better you 
get the results of a shooter, not a mechanical 
marvel. 

What follows is a description of the 
ammunition tested, along with all pertinent 
data regarding velocity, accuracy, and test 
gun. 

.380 AUTO: There are two loads offered 

in this caliber, a 100 gr. FMJ and a 90 gr. JHP. 
The three-inch barrel on the test Llama 
launched these little pills at 825 fps and 944 
fps respectively, with groups running in the 
2 V2-inch range at 15 yards. 

9mm: Using a Glock 17 as the test gun, 
three loads were run. A 90 gr. JHP (1338 
fps) ; a ll5 gr. JHP (1212 fps); and the 124 gr. 
FMJFP (1228 fps). The FMJ round surprised 
me by slightly beating out the lighter hollow
point. I've always found the 124 gr. FP to be 
the most accurate ball ammo available in the 
9mm, and wasn't disappointed as the Glock 
turned in some very nice two-inch groups 
with this load . The other two ran between 
two and three inches at 25 yards. For defen
sive use, the 90 gr. JHP carries a larger 
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hollowpoint than its heavier brother and cou
pled with its muzzle velocity, should perform 
admirably. 

.38 Special: Four out of seven listed loads 
were tested, three JHPs and one LHP. A 
problem with the .38 is getting up enough 
velocity to reliably expand jacketed ammo. 
In a handgun, 1000 fps is the accepted mini
mum to at least get the ball rolling, and 
although two of the loads tested were of the 
+ P variety, they all fell short by a wide 
margin. The 125 gr. JHP (834 fps) , 140 gr. 
JHP ( + P) (881 fps) , and a 158 gr. JHP ( + P) 
(772 fps) would, in my opinion, be marginal 
as defensive loads. All were accurate as 
would be expected from this caliber with 
groups hovering slightly over two-inches. 
Interestingly enough , the + P loads were 
marked on the box , but not on the brass. This 
could cause problems in guns not meant for 
this higher pressure fodder. The fourth load, 
a 158 gr. lead SWCHP (772 fps) would be my 
load of choice in a .38, as expansion should 
be much better. Test gun in this case was a 
Colt four-inch. 

.357 Magnum: Using a new Colt King 
Cobra with four-inch tube, the bullets in this 
caliber were the same as in the .38. A 125 gr. 
JHP (1287 fps) , 140 gr. JHP (1235 fps) , and 
158 gr. JSP (ll66 fps) were fired for accuracy 

HORNADY 
HANDGUN 
AMMUNITION 
By Jim Weller 

and all again produced groups between two 
and three inches. In the jacketed line, I'd opt 
for the 140 gr. JHP for both hunting and 
defensive work. Muzzle blast and flash aren't 
nearly as pronounced as with the 125 grainer 
which could light a cigar four feet from the 
muzzle, and sounds like an aught-six . Recoil 
is easily controlled with this round as well. 

A real surprise in the .357 line is their 158 
gr. SWCHP that left the four-inch barrel at 
1000 fps on the nose. Recoil was surprisingly 
light, muzzle flash non-existent, accuracy 
more than acceptable. At that velocity, that 
lead bullet should open up like an umbrella. It 
makes a premier load for defensive use in 
. 357s, especially the shorter barreled 
versions. Co111i11ued 011 page 69 
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·- TEST REPORT 

By Terry Murbach 

Now discontinued, the Browning 
GP-Competition is an 

accurized Hi-Power with a tightly 1 

chambered six-inch barrel. 
There is a counterweight on the 
front of the barrel and the front 
sight is an integral part of 
the counterweight. The 
slide recoils away from 
this counterweight 
and does not touch it 
when fully forward 
into battery. They are 
closely fit though; a 
.005" feeler gauge is a 
snug fit between barrel 
and counterweight. 

The barrel is fitted 
precisely to the slide. It 
locks up with no play 

Brawninr:m 
CiP-Campetitian 

Hl-PDWER 
every shot whether 

stuffed full, or down to 
one. The first magazine I 

used in the GP-Comp (it comes with 
two) would not feed 9mm hardball from 

a full magazine. It would usually work 
with 10 or less cartridges if you fed the first 

round directly into the chamber, dropped the 
slide, then seated the magazine. 

A target-grade 9mm gets high marks from 
aU except the buying public. Lack 

The first handloads I tested had an OAL of 
l.055" foruse in a short throated S&W M39. 
These would not feed with over five loaded in 
the magazine. After 50 rounds or so I 
switched to the second magazine, stuffed it 
full of Canadian hardball and found it would 
not feed either. I stripped off the top round, 
dropped it into the chamber, re-seated the 
magazine, put the sights on the target, pulled 
the trigger and nothing happened. No boom, 
no nothin, the hammer was still at full cock 
position. I fumbled around for five minutes 

of demand has prompted Browning 
to discontinue the GP-Competition Hi-Power. 

whatsoever at the front or back. The slide fits 
the frame nicely too, with only enough clear
ance for proper functioning . The inside of the 
frame is as smooth as the outside. I found a 
couple of tiny tool marks in a non-critical 
area, but I really had to look closely. 

The external finish on the frame and slide 
is a fine grain parkerizing that is most appeal
ing. Target guns are usually nicely polished, 
blued steel but I can see where parkerizing 
would have definite advantages on a much
used pistol. 

The front sight is a Patridge post that is an 
integral part of the front barrel weight. It 
gives a clear, black, non-reflective sight pic
ture. It is .125" wide. 

The rear sight is a strange looking affair 
which appears a bit out of character on the 
finely machined Browning. It is a stamping 
with more curves and turns than a dog's hind 
leg. But, it gives the clearest, sharpest glare
free sight picture of any factory sight I've 
ever used. Standing and shooting in direct 
sunshine revealed not one glare point on any" 
portion of the rear sight (or the front sight 
either for that matter) . The rear sight is click 
adjustable for windage and elevation. The 
windage adjustment moves the entire rear 
sight left or right. The elevation adjustment 
raises or lowers the rear sight under spring 
pressure from an integral flat spring formed 
from the sight itself. 

The GP-Comp's trigger is a new design 
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before I figured 
out the second 
magazine was too 
thin front-to-back 
at the top to 
depress the maga
zine safely and 
allow the trigger 
lever to do its 
assigned task. 
Yes , it was all 
very aggravating 
and puzzling. 

I shipped both 
magazines back to 
Browning's ser
vice division in 
Missouri . They 
promptly replaced 

A faulty magazine jammed the GP Comp, but the gun 
worked fine after the mag was fixed. 

both with two new 
ones that will feed and chamber full-length 
sized cases - usually. Everything else now 
feeds so smoothly youtl almost swear the 
slide closed on an empty chamber. 

· from Browning in that the magazine safety 
does not affect the trigger pull weight in the 
slightest. The folks at FN put a trigger in this 
pistol that breaks as cleanly as any I've seen 
in a centerfire automatic pistol. Truth be told, 
it feels like a tuned S&W revolver-yep, it 
breaks that smoothly. Backlash is just about 
nil after the sear releases the hammer. The 
trigger pull weighed 64 oz. (4 pounds) when 
it was new. After firing 325 rounds the pull 
had dropped to 56 oz. (3 .5 pounds) and was 
still there at round #668. 

Good magazines are the heart of an auto
loading pistol. They must function perfectly 

While both new magazines fed perfectly 
they were larger on the OD and getting them 
out of the pistol was a fingernail pulling exer
cise. A close look revealed the magazine 
safety was putting so much pressure on the 
mags they were virtually locked into the 
magazine well. 

The magazine safety is spring loaded on its 
bottom and rotates on a pin that is a bit behind 

Conti11ued 011page84 
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Collected by Jon Winokur 

The Natural Stance 
After experimenting wi th every type of stance imaginable, including the Weaver and its 
variations, I finally settled on a stance similar to the Isosceles or 'Turret." 

[3RIAN ENOS, Combat Moster; 1983 and '84 [3ionchi 
Cup Champion; member of the U S. Gold Team at 
the 1983 IPSC World Championship. 

Gody is roughly square to the target, feet ore about shoulder width apart with the left foot 
slightly forward . Arms ore straight but not rigid and extend toward the target with the pistol in 
front of the face. Muscle tension is minimal, stance is relaxed. 

It's a lot simpler than the Weaver, and simpler is better. There aren't as many critical points to 
execute, so there's less chance of doing something wrong under stress. 

, . Jon W1nol<ur 1985 



D illon Precision has a new progressive 
reloading press for pistol calibers, the 

Square Deal. Its purpose, says Jerry Jensen, 
Dillon's general manager, is to provide an 
entry-level progressive reloader for the 
novice. Tradi
tionally, a shooter 
would start with a 
single-stage press 
and later, if he 
wished, move up to 
a progressive 
loader. The new 
Square Deal is a 
sophisticated 
design that is to 
reloading presses 
what the high-tech 
Polaroid cameras 
are to photography. 

down again operates the automatic indexing, 
transferring the case to the second station. 
The spent primer drops down a chute built 
into the ram, and into a spent primer cup at 
the bottom. 

The primer maga
zine and slide are at this 
station to re-prime the 
case. The automatic 
primer slide picks up a 
primer and brings it 
under the case. At this 
point, pushing the han
dle forward past top
center will seat the new 
primer. 

The second station 
also has the automatic 
powder measure and 

'IES'I REPOR'I 

DlllOD 
SUURRE 

DEHL 
By Tony Lesce 

running as quickly as possible. The press 
comes with a re-sized and re-primed case, 

This is a small 
progressive press of 
simplified design , 
with compound link 
leverage as on the 
Dillon RL-550, but 
with automatic shell 
plate indexing. The 
press also has four 
stations to al low The 4-die head waits for 4 cases. 

and a completed car
tridge, with bullet 
seated but without 
powder or primer, to 
help the user adjust his 
press and to famil
iarize himself with its 
operation. The well
i 11 ustrated manual 
walks the user step by 
step through the 
procedure. four-die reloading. 

The press furnished for this article was set up 
for the 9mm Luger cartridge. 

When the user inserts a fired case at the 
first station and strokes the operating handle, 
the ram carries the case up into the first die, 
the sizer and decapper. The set-up comes 
with a carbide sizer die. Bringing the ram 
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expanding powder 
funnel. Operating 
the handle drives 
the case up against 
the shoulder of the 
powder funnel, 
belling the case 
mouth and causing 
the powder mea
sure to meter the 
charge into the 
case. 

The down-stroke The square ram on the downstroke. 

The powder mea
sure requires adjust
ment , using a 7 /16" 
wrench to turn the 
bolt. Dillon recom
mends using a load 
from a reputable 
reloading manual. 
Setting the powder 
charge weight is criti
cal . Using a scale is 
necessary for accu
racy and safety, and 
there's no short-cut indexes the case to 

the third station for bullet seating. After the 
operator places a bullet on the case mouth , 
this die presses it into the case the correct 
distance. The final die crimps. Another 

possible here. Dillon decided not to use the 
bushing powder metering system found on 
some other presses. 

The third die is factory-adjusted to seat the 

Designed for the begi,nning reloader, the Dillon Square 
Dea/, combines affordability with simplicity while 
retmning Dillon's distinctive qualities of excellence. 

stroke of the handle ejects the completed 
cartridge down a chute into the plastic collec
tion box. 

The Square Deal comes from the factory 
pre-set for the caliber ordered. It bolts to the 
work-bench and the accessories, such as the 
ejected cartridge chute bracket and powder 
measure, attach quickly with hex keys sup
plied with the press. The Square Deal was 
designed to require the fewest possible 
adjustments to let the beginner be up and 

bullet to the depth of that supplied with the 
completed cartridge. The fourth die, for 
taper crimping, is factory-set and should not 
need adjustment. Taper crimping is prefera
ble for auto pistol rounds which headspace on 
the case mouth . A roll crimping die is pro
vided for those ordering the Square Deal set 
up for revolver cartridges because these 
headspace on the case rim. It occasionally 
happens that some lots of cases are slightly 
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THEGUNSoF 
Rock guita.rist 

Ted Nugent packs 
the house with 

screaming rock 'n' roll 
fans, but when the 

Motor City Madman 
steps off sta,ge he 

swaps his glittering 
guitar for a Smith 

and Wesson Model 29. 
Jes, underneath the shock 

of wild lwir is a serious shooter. 

By Cameron Hopkins 
Photos by Roger Andrews 



J. D. Jones custom 
Contender, .375 JDJ 

E ed Nugent paid his dues with guns and guitars. like hordes of aspiring 
ock stars, Ted started strumming in a garage band in high school. He paid 

his dues in seedy night clubs and dimly lit bars in the tough Detroit suburbs. 
He paid his dues with guns too. He grew up in a hunting family, but his was 

not a wealthy family able to shower him with any guns he liked. No, he scratched 
hard to buy his first . 22 rifle. He used to dream of one day shooting the big Smith 
and Wesson magnum, the Model 29, as he devoured all the gun magazines he 
could scrape up pocket money to buy. As an impressionable teenager, his favorite 
writer was Elmer Keith. He says Jeff Cooper was also a strong influence and to 
this day considers Colonel Cooper "one of my heroes. " 

When you meet Ted in this interview you will discover a warm and outgoing 
person, a shooter, a hunter, a handgunner. As his road manager says to the droves 
of fans waiting for the Motor City Madman to come out on stage, "ladies and 
Gentlemen, Ted Nugent." 

Mag·Na·Port 
custom M·29, 
six·inch 

Mag· Na-Port 
custom M-629, 
four-inch 
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Mag·Na·Port 
custom M·629, 
two· inch 

Frank Paris 
custom Colt .45 

AH: Tell us about your custom 29. 
TN: While I was on tour in the 
area, I called Roy Jinks at Smith 
and Wesson and it turned out his 
daughter is a fan , so I invited them 
down for the show. Roy invited me 
to tour the factory and gave me a 
nice reception and we went out to 
his farm to touch off a few rounds. 

We became friends and he con
vinced me I should own a real fancy 
gun . Fancy guns aren't my thing 
again , I'm utilitarian . But he 
showed me some of the custom 
engraving they do and I finally said, 
"HeU, why not?" 
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• 

ood gun
makers 
the really 
good ones

are about as hard to find as 
hens' teeth . Not that there is 
any shortage of hack 'n' whack art
ists who think they can put 
together a gun, but after awhile 
it becomes .Painfully obvious 
that it takes more than rented 
shop space, a set of files and a 
ball-peen hammer to classify 
someone as a gunmaker/gunsmith. 

Hamilton S. Bowen is a gunmaker 
and a darn fine one at that. He may be young 
and his years of service few, but after study
ing his work closely, it can truly be said that 
Old World craftsmanship and customer satis
faction are alive and well at the Bowen Clas
sic Arms shop in Louisville, Tennessee. 

Young Mr. Bowen sports a fine set of 
credentials to back up his work, but his 
most impressive attribute is his philoso
phy concerning his chosen trade. 

For whatever misguided reason, 
Bowen wants the customer to be happy 
with the quality of service and products 
received from BCA. He genuinely believes 
that solid craftsmanship means as much to 
him as it does to the customer. Where Bowen 
gets these strange ideas is anyone's guess, but 
if the word ever gets out on him, he is going 
to be a busy man indeed. 

As a measure of his work, a Ruger 
Redhawk .45 Long Colt conversion was sent 
to us for testing and evaluation. On first 
glance it's not an overly impressive piece. 
Sure, it is big, beautiful and simple in 
appearance, but it also looks so . . . stock. 

Unlike many other variations on a similar 
theme, Bowen's conversion remains true to 
the original design . And unless you know 
wh'1t you are looking at, there is nothing 
about the test gun to set it apart from any 
other Redhawk, save the natural look of the 

44 

Bowen Classic Arms 
revamps the 

Ruger Redhawk! 

By Fred Romero 

modified grip, the subtle addition of 
a well made trigger-stop and the 

almost imperceptible blending of 
a .4515 caliber sleeve into the 
factory barrel. Another clue 
that the gun is slightly differ
ent is the caliber stamp on the 

right side of the barrel, but that 
would be too easy. Conversions 

like thi s are usually more 
obvious, and that's what makes 
the BCA .45 L.C. so special. 

Okay, so why go through the 
trouble of putting together a non

standard factory conversion on an 
otherwise standard factory frame? 

Bowen feels - and many would 
agree - that custom guns are more inter
esting if they are built around estab
lished , enduring designs. He doesn't 
want to set the world on fire with some 

radical innovation that causes a stir by 
catching the eye. As a matter of fact, 

Bowen is quick to point out that his .45 
L. C. conversion is not an especially brilliant 
or novel idea; and the manner in which it is 
accomplished is not technologically breath
taking. But Bowen also believes that Ruger 
may have missed the boat in not offering this 
caliber to big-bore handgun fans, and the 
BCA .45 L.C. represents a logical and prac
tical answer to this oversight. In a nutshell , 
Bowen did what Ruger should have. 

Big-bore handguns are a breed all to them
selves. The difference between the heft of a 
large caliber model and a small caliber edi
tion is immediately apparent, and any doubts 
or questions of comparative power are put to 
rest with the first shot. 

A .44 Magnum will starch your shorts if 
you aren't prepared for the blast and recoil , 
and the effect of 240 grains of lead making 
contact down range is a sight to behold. Real
istically, it can be too much gun for the aver
age weekend plinker, especially in full -
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he main single fault of the 19ll 
pistol is that it has never been 
just right as issued. It has a 
long list of minor weaknesses 

that need correcting. Fortunately 
they are minor, and can be cor
rected , but there are many people 
who prefer a piece to be ready when 
they buy it." 

Jeff Cooper wrote those words in 
1974. Since the early 1960s, he has 
been encouraging- begging - man-

the 
GUNSITE 
SERVICE 
PISTOl 
By Mark Moritz 

ufacturers to produce guns with 
decent sights. Finally, in 1985, Colt 
began producing .45 autos with high 
visibility fixed sights. 

Despite that much appreciated 
improvement, .45 autos still are a 
long way from ready-to-go right out 
of the box. At this rate of change, 
Cooper might not live long enough 
to see his other suggestions acted 
upon . He has taken it upon himself to 
produce a .45 auto that is made the 
way it should have been made in the 
first place. 

At the American Pistol Institute 
(Gunsite), Cooper has had the per
fect laboratory. He has personally 
observed a couple of million shots 

fired from handguns, and he has 
probably fired close to a million 
more himself. He knows what 
breaks, and what cuts skin , and 
which modifications are necessary, 
and which are a waste of money. He 
has taken the lessons of his 50 + 
years of experience, and the result is 
the Gunsite Service Pistol, the GSP. 

The GSP is ready-to-go out of the 
box. Ready to go where? Not to a 
bowling pin match, or a paper
punching contest, but to a gunfight. 
The primary purpose of a pistol is to 
save its wearer's life. What the gun
banners refer to as "sporting pur
pose" is secondary. The GSP is the 
choice for military and police orga
nizations enlightened enough to 
adopt the "Big Boy" Rule: "You're a 
big boy. It's your life, so if you can 
qualify with it , you can carry it." The 
GSP is ready to go where a law
abiding citizen might need to defend 
himself against unprovoked vio
lence, including such proven dan
gerous places as fast-food 
restaurants , post offices , and 
subways. 

Start with the sights. They do not 
need to be adjustable, but they must 
be large, the edges must be rounded, 
and they must be affixed very stur
dily. Cooper has lost track of how 
many sights he has seen come flying 
off guns during his classes. I know 
that I have witnessed a dozen or so, 
front and rear, including two of the 
new Colt improved models . The 
sights on the GSP are put on to 
stay on. 

The sights were designed by Rob 
Barrkman, former resident 
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gunsmith and instructor at Gunsite. 
All of the edges are rounded, not just 
the outside corners. This saves wear 
and tear on skin and clothing. 

There are no dots, bars, crosses, 
or other decorations on the sights. If 
you are in bright light, black sights 
are just fine. If you have light behind 
you, black sights are just fine. If 
there is light in front of you, the dots 
and bars are not visible anyway
only the black outline. If you are in 
total darkness, you can't see the tar
get, much less the sights. If there is 
enough light to see your target, there 
will be enough light to see your 
sights. 

A good service pistol should have 
a decent trigger. Factories do not 
have the time to do this, and the 
liability lawyers prefer heavy trig
gers anyway, so most factory .45's 
come out of the box at eight to IO 
pounds. The GSP triggers are all 
four pounds and crisp. 

Some modifications are not so 
obvious. The firing pin stop is fitted 
extra tight. This little part can fall 

Jeff Cooper's combat customized 
.45 with everything you need, 
and nothing you don't! 

Jeff Cooper 
has seen so 
manycollet 
bushings 
(above) 
break that he 
insists on a 
solid bushing 
for his GSP. 
Like this 
improvement, 
all features 
of the GSP 
are based on 
Cooper's 
vision of the 
ultimate 
service pistol. 

out of its slot, and tie up the gun. If it 
falls all the way out, you have to yell 
"King's X" and suspend the fight until 
you can find your firing pin. A loose 
firing pin stop is not something that 
happens a lot. Cooper reports that he 
only sees one malfunction like this 
every month or so. It has only hap
pened to me twice in the past IO 
years. That's two times too many for 
me. 

More common is the broken collet 
bushing. Cooper reports quite a few 
of those. I have only seen it happen 
twice, once on an old worn-out gun, 
and once on a brand new one. When 
it happens, the gun is completely 
inoperable, and requires a rubber 
mallet to unscramble. To avoid the 
problem, all GSP's have a solid bush
ing, fitted just loose enough so that 
the gun can be field-stripped without 
a bushing wrench. 

The thumb safety is extended, but 
not ambidextrous. If you are left
handed, you can order your GSP 
with a left-handed safety, but the 
ambidextrous models are inherently 
weaker. A simple thing like a loose 
stock screw can allow an ambi
safety to back out and tie up the gun. 

The grip safety is "de-horned," 
meaning the edges are rounded off. 
Very few people actually get "ham

Continued 011 page 76 
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Author field tested the S&W 657 at The Masters three-handgun tournament. 
He found the revolver adequate for Long Range work. 

Smith and Wesson's new Model 657, a 
stainless steel rendition of the famed .41 

Magnum Model 57, saw its chance for a field 
test in the heat of competition at The Masters. 

The Masters International Shooting 
Championship captured the imagination of 
shooters from around the world by requiring 
the use of three different handguns in three 
popular, but different disciplines of handgun 
competition. The contestants were divided 
into two classes, professional and sportsman. 

As a sportsman I had never shot in the 
Long Range silhouette discipline. Selecting 
the new stainless steel Smith & Wesson 
Model 657 .41 Magnum with a six-inch bar
rel was a decision based upon handgun hunt
ing experience. 

The .41 Magnum has been around since 
1964, and has been considered a joke by 
some, an embarrassment by others, and per
fection by a few. It was originally intended to 
be a law enforcement cartridge, but has since 
become a favorite among those handgun 
hunters seeking reduced recoil and a flatter 
trajectory. 

For a while the future of the .41 Magnum 
seemed bleak, but recently ammunition man
ufacturers have introduced new ammo for the 
.41 along with Smith & Wesson introducing 
the stainless steel version of the double
action .41 Magnum. Big bore devotees now 
have an all-weather version of their favorite 
sidearm. 

The stainless steel version differs from the 
carbon steel in only a few minor details. The 
first of these differences is the model number. 
The carbon steel version is labeled the Model 
57, and the new stainless model is called the 
657. This policy remains consistent with all 
of Smith & Wesson's stainless steel products 
by having the prefix "6". 

The Model 57 Smith & Wesson has always 
been the twin brother to the Model 29, and as 
such has been considered one of the top-of-

Fully adiustable rear sight is made of 
carbon, not stainless, steel. 

Trigger is narrow, smooth type which 
is good for DA,, but not so hot for SA 
as used in The Masters. 

the-line revolvers Smith offers. It features a 
red ramp front sight and a white outline rear 
sight. This is absent with the 657. ·The front 
sight is blackened stainless steel on the pres
ent production models, but will be carbon 
steel on future models. This is not an effort to 

Smith& 
Wesson 
Model 
657 
By Frank W. James 

lower the cost and cheapen a superior prod
uct, but an effort to help the consumer main
tain the appearance of his purchase. 

This front blade is pinned to the barrel, 
thus permitting any gunsmith to change it to 
the customer's specifications. The stainless 
steel front sight is blackened with a process 
called "PX3 ," and it has been found to wear 
very well, but sho d bright spots appear on 
this front sight the consumer is not going to 

A stainless steel version 
of the Model 57in .41 
Magnum struts its stuff at 
The Masters. 

re-blacken the blade with cold blue. Once it 
gets shiny, a stainless steel front sight is going 
to stay bright and shiny. 

Smith & Wesson is aware of this problem 
and that is the reason for the change in 
design . In fact, listening to customer prefer
ence is the reason Smith & Wesson has 
deleted a red ramp front sight in favor of the 
black serrated ramp on the 657. It is what the 
customer requested and S)llith listened. 

It has been reported the Model 657 is 
made entirely of stainless steel. This is in 
error. There are several parts made of carbon 
steel, and there are good reasons for this 
decision that the shooter will appreciate. The 
rear sight is made of carbon steel, and the 
shooter is able to reblue carbon steel if the 
bluing rubs off. The hammer and trigger are 
not made of stainless steel, and contrary to 
gunshop gossip, it is not a move to save 
money during manufacture. Actually, it costs 
Smith & Wesson more to use carbon steel, 
flash chrome plate the pieces, and then fit 
them to the action. 

Continued 011 page 80 
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Action: Thompson-Center Con
tender, custom-order smooth rece iver 

Barrel: .45-70 SSK custom barrel ; 
ha lf octagonal and half round with the 
top octagonal flutes mach ined to spear 
points converging at the muzzle and 
scope base; 14-inches; engraved " SSK 
.45-70 Government" one side and 
" Safari Club International 1987" other 
side 

Porting: Mag-Na-Port's patented 
recoil reduc ing ports 

Stocks: Pachmayr grip and forearm 
Scope: Bausch and Lomb 4x28 pistol 

scope, serial number 1 
Engraving: Tim George of Ken 

Hurst Engraving; Bolino style ; bugling 
elk, right side-panel; grizzly bear, left 
side-panel; highlights of deep scroll 
engraving 

Display Case: (not shown ) Ron 
Ptashkin of Freedom Arms Custom 
Shop; walnut and glass, gun sus
pended by grip retaining screw on 
walnut base for admiring through glass 
case 

Auction Price: $6,250 
Purchaser: Lucky Nightingale 
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A Ruger Security Six gets 
the superb Grand Master 
treatment at the workbench 
of the 1986 Outstandi,ng 
American Pistolsmith, 
Ron Power. 

1fo11 can win a 
HON POWER 
GRAND MASTER 
UNIVERSAL 

on Power refuses to live in the Twentieth Century. This Old World 
artisan handcrafts each and every revolver that bears the 
distinctive mark Power Custom. Sequestered alone in his one-man 
shop, the Missouri pistolsmith lavishes each client's revolver with 

the care and dedication that is only found in the reverent sanctuary of a true 
master. 

Ron's Grand Master Universal, which you can win, is a Ruger Security Six 
with a removable compensator for Bianchi Cup action shooting. Replacing the 
compensator with the false muzzle crown returns the Grand Master Universal 
to a configuration suitable for PPC shooting. 

Guy Hogue has supplied a gorgeous hardwood grip, handmade, of Rogue's 
unique Monogrip style. 

Action Arms has furnished a new Mark V electronic sight for the lucky 
winner of this mouth-watering masterpiece. 

Ron fine-tunes the action of the stainless steel Ruger for a smooth and crisp 
double-action trigger. The GMU also boasts Ron's superb honing of the single
action mode. 

The Wichita sight rib, designed for Wichita by Ron Po'wer, is fitted to the 
custom barrel. The rib contains integral mounting rails for the Mark V sight. 

Ron times the action and precisely aligns the cylinder with the barrel. The 
cylinder gap is set for maximum accuracy and reliability. The chambers in the 
cylinder are chamfered and numbered. 

The trigger is polished and fitted with an over-travel stop. 
If you believe that a custom revolver should be built by one man, a master 

pistolsmith, and not assembled on a production line by apprentices, then 
contact the Old World artisan who still handcrafts every revolver. For a 
complete catalog of services, write to Ron: ~ 

Ron Power ~ 
Power Custom Inc. 
Box 1604, Dept. AH 

Independence, MO 64055 



City& State _ _ _ ______ Zip _ ____ _ 

HOK BllPT/OCT 1987 Phone--.,..,------ --

If I wtn, please ship my gun t~g~llowtng dealer 

~-~ ~y 
Zip 

Phone#( ) ____ __ store Hours __ am-_ _ pm 

Contest void where taxed or prohibited by law_ No purchase 
necessary. Winner must comply with all federal and local 
laws. Employees and a.gents of Publisher's Development 
Corp_ not eligible. 





By James E. Fender 
Photos By Ichiro Nagata 
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on't look for exotic technology in the 
design and manufacturing of the new 
Ruger P-85. The P-85 has a tilting barrel 
and link rather than some variant of a 

gas retard system. This is a pistol which 
reflects American values and virtues in fire
arms design as exemplified by the efforts of 
John M. Browning in the ingenious .45 Gov-

ernment Model l9ll and 19J1AI, and culminat
ing in the great Browning Hi-Power or P-35. 
Just as the P-35 was a seminal development in 
semi-automatic pistols, the P-85 developed 
some 50 years later has every indication of 
being another high water mark in the evolu
tion of American handgun design and 
manufacturing. 

The P-85 has only 50 parts, a substantial 
reduction over other pistols of the same gen
eral type. A number of parts perform double 

~:!..1~~~:1~~~~~ duty by incorporating into one part features 
which previously required two or more parts 
in order to achieve the same function. The 
resulting pistol is less complicated and less 
likely to malfunction due to the breakage of a 
minor component. Of equal importance in 1 

1 producing a pistol which will be sold in today's 





Cut-away 
(below) 

shows the 
working 
parts of 

theP-85. 
Nothing new, 

nothing 
fancy,;ust 

a sound 
design well 

executed. 

highly competitive marketplace, manufactur
ing and assembly costs are reduced. 

Okay, so how does the new Ruger 9mm 
semi-automatic perform on the firing line? 
Pm only part way through a testing protocol 
which will see the firing of some 3,000 rounds 
of various types of ammunition through the 
P-85. I don't plan any ''torture tests" for 
the P-85 since Jeff Cooper will be subjecting 
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the P-85 to the same procedures devised by 
the Army in testing the various pistols in the 
XM9 competition. (See accompanying inter
view with Bill Ruger for details.) 

My test protocol consists of shooting the 
pistol with as many types of ammunition as I 
can locate or reload, and letting other shoot
ers fire the pistol and then give me their reac
tions. However, editorial deadlines being what 
they are it is necessary to provide a prelimi
nary assessment of this new pistol from 
Sturm, Ruger and Company. To date several 
dozen people, some extremely knowledgeable 
handgunners, and others who are casual 
shooters, have examined the P-85 I have for 
evaluation. An even dozen people have fired it 
(myself included) and some 600 rounds have 
gone through the gun. To date here is what 
Pvefound. 

The P-85 is surprisingly accurate once you 
find the type of ammunition it likes to digest. 
The P-85 does not like Winchester ll5 grain 
FMJ. It likes Federal American Eagle some
what better, but it really thrives on 
Winchester Silvertips and Federal ll5 grain 
JHPs, Federal index number 9BP. Ten round 
groups over sand bags at 25 yards were aver
aging a little over four inches with the 
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Winchester FMJ, I was glad that I had wit
nesses to verify the 25 yard groups of 21/.a 
inches produced by the Federal 115 grain 
JHPs. That is as good as the accuracy I get 
from a set of .45 Government Model l9llAls 
tuned for conventional pistol competition by 
an armorer from the old Air Force Advanced 
Marksmanship 'fraining Unit. What's more, 
the P-85 I'm shooting will produce groups 
that size consistently with the Federal 
ammunition. 

The pistol isn't nearly so accurate with 
other brands of ammunition, but the fact that 
certain ammunition will produce such 
accuracy speaks very well of the way the guide 
rod maintains the alignment of the slide on the 
frame, and the positive manner in which the 
barrel mates solidly against the breech face. 
Of course, the P-85's accuracy with any of the 
ammunition fired through it is more than suf
ficient for any military or police applications. 
The group centers were a few inches 
below point of aim and displaced 
to the seven o'clock -~--
position. It 
would be 

enough to drift 
the rear sight in its slot 

to compensate for the horizon
tal point of impact. 

I much prefer sturdy fixed sights on a mili
tary and police semi-automatic, and the sights 
on the P-85 certainly meet with my approval. 
The group centers were "spot on" when fired 
on a man sized silhouette at 15 yards, and I will 
gladly accept a few inches variance in vertical 
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or a long time Bill Ruger disliked the category of 
pistols represented by the Walther P-38 and other 
double action semi-automatics of a similar nature. 

This class of pistols represented a market niche 
in which he had no interest, and he preferred to direct his 
efforts to designing and manufacturing firearms suited 
more for sport and hunting. However, some years back a 
conversation with officials of the United States Agency 
for International Development (USAID) convinced Bill 
Ruger that a market existed among foreign police forces 
for a large magazine double action semi-automatic pistol. 

It's difficult to determine exactly when the P-85 first 
had its genesis. "Sometime four or five years ago," Bill 
Ruger says, which would place the beginning of the 
pistol's development in 1981 or 1982. 

Ruger thought that the specifications drawn up by the 
Air Force back in 1978 when that military service 
embarked on an evaluation program to select a 9mm 
pistol made a lot of sense. Consequently, as Bill and his 
design team began to lay out the requirements they 
wanted for Ruger's first ever centerfire semi-automatic 
they designed the pistol which would become the P-85 to 
satisfy the Air Force's specifications. 

The P-85 was not designed with the intention of par
ticipating in the subsequent XM9 or Personal Defense 
Weapon (POW) competition conducted by the U.S. 
Army Armament, Munitions and Chemical Command 
(AMCCOM) of Rock Island , Illinois to select a handgun 
to replace the .45 Government Model 19llAI. 

"We knew that the Army was going to be evaluating a 
variety of pistols with a view toward replacing the .45 ," 
Bill said , "but we missed the XM9 competition cold 
turkey." 

If the Army had encountered delays in its solicitation 
of firearms firms to provide test samples, or if evalua
tions had been postponed until the Ruger design team had 
developed the P-85 concept then Ruger would have 
entered the competition. 

"However, we didn't have our pistol ready at the time 
the Army began its evaluation program; it's as simple as 
that. However, ifthe Army decides to hold another round 
of competition for a 9mm pistol the P-85 is definitely 
going to be a contender." 

Bill wants to know exactly how his P-85 will perform 
against the criteria used by the Army's AMCCOM in the 
1984 evaluations. He told me that Ruger is obtaining the 
services of Jeff Cooper to put the P-85 through a series of 
tests which will replicate as closely as possible the pro
cedures developed by AMCCOM. This undertaking will 
represent a substantial amount of time and money to 
explore the P-85's performance envelope. (ls nothing 
sacred? Jeff Cooper testing a nine ? Editor) 

The P-85 , so designated because 1985 was the year the 
design more or less coalesced, is conventional in func
tion and appearance. There are. no surprises in the pistol's 
straight forward operation, and many of the pistol's fea
tures are innovations of design details first introduced 
elsewhere. 

"Our 'pure research' is conducted on a very limited 
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There is an ancient Chinese curse that 
translates "May you live in eventful 

times." Its origin is centuries earlier, but it 
could well have applied to the autumn of 1911, 
when the Kuomintang of Sun Yat Sen over
threw the Manchu dynasty, ending the last 
days of Imperial China. Two other notable 
"eventful times" were 1921, when the Chinese 
Communist Party was formed, and 1928, 
when the government of Chiang Kai-shek 
subdued the last of the warlords. By 1934, 
Chiang's armies were pressing the Commu
nist strongholds in the south, and in that year 
and the one following, Mao Tse Tung led the 
northward migration that came to be known 
as the Long March. 

From the days of the October Revolution 
in 1911 to the Communist victory in 1949, one 
pistol was favored by all of the Orientals- the 
Mauser Model 1896, in both the standard and 
Bolo versions. In one excellent account of the 
times, Gilbert Stuart, the "T. E. Lawrence of 
China," related in his memoirs an unusual use 
of a common Oriental medicinal preparation, 
Tiger Balm: 
~t lunchtime, Major Chan withdrew all 
of us. We were fed several miles away. 
Everyone was excited and alert. A man 
woukl rush off in the middle of his meal to 
inspect his weapon for the thirtieth time 
that day. Unfortunately, we had little oil. Bluing is worn on these old Mousers. 

Mausers are very intricate. When not 
given proper lubrication, they can grow 
sluggish, or even jam during rapid fire. I 
suggested that, as a substitute for oil, we 
smear lard on the bolts. This worked, but 
we ran out of lard before half the men 
coukl apply it. Suddenly, I remembered 
Tiger Balm, the all-purpose ointment I 
had been given at the hut of Nora's uncle 
in Ling-Ma-Hang. It resembled Vaseline. 
I distributed my tin of it, and it, too, 
worked." 

- From Kind-Hearted Tiger; by 
Gilbert Stuart with Alan Levy, 

Little, Brown & Co. , 1964 (p. 141) 

Stuart was part of a band of guerrillas 
which eventually were incorporated into the 
Nationalist Chinese Army, and he was pro
moted to the rank of Colonel. Now, some 50 
or 60 years after the events described in his 
book, the Mauser C96 pistols of that era and 
earlier are beginning to come back to the 
West. When they were first offered in the US, 
two of my friends ordered a standard 
Broomhandle and a Bolo, and these were the 
first that I encountered. 

The importer cautioned that these guns 
were mostly in rather rough external condi
tion, and offered them in several grades. My 
friend with the full-sized C96 found that his 
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gun cleaned up well and worked reliably. The 
friend with the Bolo was not as fortunate. His 
pistol had a badly-eroded shoulder in the 
chamber, allowing the cartridge to be pushed 
beyond extractor reach in loading. At the 
time this is written, the latter pistol is in 
Lexington, Missouri, being relined to 9mm 
by master gunsmith Terry Kopp. 

If you order one of these Mausers from 
China, you will, of course, have a better 
chance at a working pistol if you choose one 
of the upper grades. Judging from the three 
guns that I have now-examined, it's a good 
sign if the gun you get has a lot of packing 
grease inside. Tiger Balm and lard may have 
kept the bolts working for Colonel Stuart, but 
in general, the Chinese troops must have 
cared little about preserving the superb blue 
that was originally on these old Broomhan
dles. And , the long years of storage in China 
have also taken their toll. You can expect 
some pitting, even with a top-grade gun. 

In the middle and lower grades, there are a 
few points that might need attention, from 
minor to major. An extreme example would 
be my friend's Bolo, which required relining 
of the barrel. Mismatched numbers will not 
be unusual, and it's possible that the hammer 
stop surface on the lower rear of the barrel 
extension may have to be relieved a little, to 
allow full hammer contact with the rear face 
of the bolt and the head of the firing pin. The 
firing pin point may have been eroded by 

It's a good sign if your Mauser 
shows a lot of grease (above) on 
the internal parts. Also watch for 
(right) matching serial numbers 
on the frame and barrel. These 
are mismatched which is common 
on these Chinese imports. The 
SATF regs state the one on the 
frame is what counts. 

corrosive-primed ammumt10n , leaving a 
sharp tip that could pierce primers. If so, the 
firing pin will need to be re-pointed or 
replaced. 

Aside from damage to the finish of the 
pistols, another casualty of the long storage is 
the wood of the grips, which absorbed 
moisture from the air and kept it in contact 
with the grip frames. Most grip screws will 
have deteriorated to the point that they will 
break when removal is attempted. Be pre
pared to replace the screw, and possibly its 
escutcheons. 

The grips can possibly be saved. The ones 
on my own Bolo were all right, but badly 
worn, and I replaced them with a set of 
excellent plastic reproduction grips from 
Dave Byron, in the early original floral 
pattern. 

The Byron grips come without the screw 
and escutcheons, the idea being to use the 
original parts from the grips you are replac
ing. I wanted to preserve the original Mauser 
grips, and was sure they'd be damaged by 
removal of the escutcheons. So, I made the 
screw-head escutcheon from a cut-off .32 
S& W cartridge case, and the threaded 
escutcheon from brass rod stock. A screw of 
the right size and length was then made to fit . 
Since the original Mauser escutcheons were 
made of brass, this gave them an authentic 
look. The Byron grips required very little 
fitting. 
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Broo111handle Stocks 
I doubt that there has ever been an 

owner of a C96 Mauser who hasn't 
wanted to "complete the picture" by 
adding the holster/stock combination to 
his pistol. With the stock attached, the 
handling characteristics are enhanced, 
turning the front-heavy Mauser into a 
very handy and accurate carbine. In 
recent years, the BATF has ruled that the 
holster/stocks are legal, as long as the 
item is exactly the same type as used with 
the original gun. That is, the shorter stock 
for the Bolo, and the longer one for the 
standard pistol. Serial numbers do not 
have to match, as many of the original 
stock/holsters were un-numbered . 

For the shooter or collector who wants 
to "stock" his Mauser, though, there is one 
other problem: original Mauser factory 
stock/holsters have become increasingly 
difficult to find , and their prices reflect 
this. On the rare occasion that one 
appears on the market, and is in excellent 
condition, its cost is substantial. Those 
who are more interested in appearance 
and practical use than in authentic factory 
markings now have a reasonably-priced 
alternative. Keng's Firearms Specialty, 
Inc. (PO. Box 1176, Dept. AH, Riverdale, 
GA , 30274) is importing from China 
newly-made holster/stocks that are exact 
copies of the Mauser originals. 

The ones that I have examined fit the 
slot of a typical C96 well, and the interior 
is properly fitted to the pistol. While the 
wood and metal finish does not quite 
match the pre-war Mauser stock/holster, 
it is very good. A version for the full
sized pistol is offered that has a little more 
length, to make a more comfortable car
bine when attached. I have fired a Mauser 
with one of these, and the extra length 
does make a difference. Prices vary, so 
you'll have to inquire about the particular 
model you want. If you want to call David 
Keng, the number is 303-996-2079. 
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In many cases, especially in the top-grade 
guns, the only things required for a good 
shooting piece will be a thorough cleaning 
and the replacement of three springs: The 
recoil spring (bolt spring) , hammer spring, 
and the firing pin return spring. The recoil 
spring is particularly susceptible to weaken
ing, and the hammer spring also powers the 
rocker coupling. A weakness of the latter can 
cause misfires, and also affect the final lock
up of the bolt. If the firing pin is all right, then 
its return spring will probably not have to be 
replaced. Replacement kits containing these 
three essential springs are available from the 
Wolff company. 

A principal importer of Mauser pistols 
from China is Pacific International Merchan
dising Corporation, the source of the three 
C96 pistols described here. In addition to 
offering original pistols in the standard 
7.63mm chambering, PIMC has also made 
available, for the reasonable price of $299, 
guns with barrels relined to 9mm Para
bellum. My own Bolo is one of these. I don't 
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Broomhandle Parts 
Pacific International Merchandising 
Corporation 
2215 "J" Street 
Sacramento, CA 95816 
(Broomhandle importer) 

Terry Kopp 
Highway 13 
Lexington, MO 64067 
(barrel relining) 

Byron's, Incorporated 
Postoffice Box 796 
Casselberry, FL 32707 
(grips) 

WC. Wolff Company 
Postoffice Box 232 
Ardmore, PA 19003 
(springs) 

Fiocchi of America, Inc. 
1308 West Chase 
Springfield, MO 65803 
(ammunition) 

know who is doing the relining work for 
them, but whoever he is, he's very good. My 
pistol not only functions well, but it is quite 
accurate at reasonable ranges. (The 1,000-

Chinese troops must have 
cared little about preserving 
the superb blue originally on 

these old Broomhandles 

meter rear sight is a bit optimistic, though , 
even in the original caliber!) 

For those who are getting guns in 7 .63mm 
Mauser, there's good news and bad news. The 
bad news is that Midway Arms is now con
centrating on obsolete rifle rounds, and at the 
present they are not offering the 7.63mm 
cartridge. Now, the good news: Fiocchi of 

On some mismatched pistols, it 
may be necessary to reduce the 
hammer stop surface (below) on 
the rear of the barrel extension in 
the area shown. More grease 
(right) on internal parts is a good 
sign. 

Firing pin points (above) are likely to 
be eroded from long use with corro
sive ammo. This one has been re
painted. The 1000 meter sight (left) is 
a bit optimistic, but you might be able 
to scare the enemy! 

America is importing beautiful Boxer
primed 7.63mm Mauser cartridges from 
Italy, and your local gun shop can order them 
for you . When I test-fired the other two guns 
after they were cleaned up, I used the Fiocchi 
cartridges, and their performance was 
perfect. 

As for me, I'm delighted with my 9mm, 
and I sort of like having a Bolo Mauser in a 
chambering that was never made during the 
time of its production. I had watched the 
collector prices of pristine Broomhandles 
climb out of sight, and often wished for ')ust 
a shooter." Now, at last, I have one. And , 
though I'm not a collector, I am susceptible to 
the mystique of the Mauser. I can look at my 
mixed-number Bolo and wonder: Could this, 
possibly, be the one that Mao ~ 
carried on the Long March? ~ 

For valuable assistance, the writer would 
like to thank Ed Faust of Sacramento, Cali
fornia, and Bert Stanglerof Manchester, New 
Hampshire. 
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THE AYOOB FILES 
Continued f rom page 29 

police car, determined to flag down the first 
passing officer to assist. 

The judge watched in horror as Young
berg, knowing how conspicuous the stolen 
police car would be, pulled behind a 
motorist's average-looking sedan. Youngberg 
swept broadside of Mrs. Maisie Hester and 
ran her off the road. Parking downhill in front 
of her, he jumped out of the police car with a 
gun in each fist, and the shaken Mrs. Hester 
realized that this was no lawman. 

Fate saved her. Having spent his adult life 
mostly in the pen, Youngberg had never 
learned to drive properly. This was what led 
to the erratic operation that had started the 
whole encounter, and this is probably why he 
forgot to put the cruiser in park. As he moved 
toward Mrs. Hester, Youngberg realized that 
his car was rolling down the hill away from 
him. He turned and ran back, jumping in and 
finally stopping the car. The terrified woman 
took advantage of his momentary confusion 
to step on the gas. As she fled, Youngberg 
fired , blowing out both front door windows 
of the fleeing woman's car. 

A furious Youngberg raced after her, still 
tailed by Judge Campbell. The frantic house
wife reached speeds of 120 m.p.h. but was 
still overtaken by the 440 cubic-inch four
barrel engine of the Dodge Polara pursuit 
car, the most powerful vehicle on the road at 
that time according to some, and a trademark 
of the CHP. 

But it earned its reputation in the hands of 
trained and skilled highway patrolmen, not 
bloodthirsty bozos like Jerry Youngberg. As 
the copkiller tried to run his quarry off the 
road a second time, he oversteered the speed
ing cruiser and spun out. The Dodge 
whipped across the center strip and the 
oncoming lane, crashing on the embankment 
on the opposite side, virtually totalled, with 
its doors, trunk, and hood sprung open. 

Motorists quickly pulled to a stop at the 
roadside, thinking a highway patrolman was 
in trouble. But one look at the scroungy man 
who was trying to rip the Remington 870 riot 
gun from its dashboard lock convinced them, 
as Maisie Hester had been convinced, that 
this was someone who had no business in a 
police car. 

Fortunately, Youngberg could not find the 
hidden button that released the shotgun lock. 
He fled, visibly armed with his two 
revolvers. Witnesses saw him climb the 
embankment, heading toward the frontage 
road that ran from a nearby exit and paral
leled the Interstate. Two service stations, an 
Exxon and a Mobil, were located there. One· 
brave civilian ran to the ruined patrol car and 
grabbed the radio mike, reporting intuitively 
that an officer had been shot and adding that 
an armed suspect was in the area. It was now 
8:03 a.m. 

Meanwhile, Mrs. Hester and Judge 
Campbell had pulled into a weigh station 
farther up the highway. Commercial Officer 
Bob Lowery ordered the citizens to stay there 
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the scopes used 
were Burris. Whether 

you're competition shooting, 
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Trijicon® 
Self-Luminous 
Sights 3-Dot tritium Insert 
sighting system glows in low light, 
for safer, more accurate firing in 
all light conditions. No batteries 
to replace, ever. Available with 
Super-bright sapphire dot ... 
10-year service life. 
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popular service pistols 
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at the scales as he radioed in their story. 
By this time, Youngberg had made his way 

to the frontage road and entered Odem's 
Mobil Station. Clerk Robert Jenkins, 38, was 
on the phone, but quickly and obediently 
hung up as he saw the gaunt man enter, the 
six-inch Highway Patrol revolver in his right 
hand and the compact .38 Special protruding 
from the front of his waistband. 

Youngberg demanded a car. Jenkins stam
mered that the only working automobile on 
the premises was presently without front 
seats. He offered to call the Exxon station 
across the street to see if they had a car for 
sale. 

Jenkins was on the phone when Youngberg 
decided he might be trying to send a message 
to the police. He raised the dead highway 
patrolman's .357 and shot him in the chest 
and again in the head. Jenkins fell face first to 
the floor, dead , blood pouring from his 
wounds. 

As Youngberg stepped out the door, he 
saw a car pulling in. He recognized the hard
top immediately as an unmarked police unit. 

Behind the wheel was Lt. Al Stewart of the 
San Bernardino County Sheriffs Office, with 
Deputy District Attorney John Hardy. They'd 
been en route to a trial in Barstow, California 
when they had pulled over at the scene of the 
wrecked CHP vehicle. One of the citizens 
had shouted to them that an officer had been 
shot and pointed toward the gas stations on 
the frontage road. The lieutenant had sped to 
the scene. 

As they pulled in, Stewart and Hardy saw 
Youngberg moving quickly toward the south 
of the parking lot, disappearing behind a 
metal trailer that was between Odem's ser
vice station and the nearest adjacent building. 
Hardy, unarmed, stayed with the car, parked 
next to a Volkswagen squareback. 

He and the officer now faced the trailer, 
with the VW to their right and open space to 
their left. Stewart moved left , an easterly 
direction, to get a better view of the suspect. 
It was a fatal mistake. 

Hardy saw and heard the exchange of 
shots, and saw the officer run back toward the 
cars, obviously hurt. Stewart crouched 
behind the right front tire of the Volkswagen 
in a covered position, cocking his four-inch 
Colt Trooper service revolver and levelling it 
toward the source of the gunfire. Then , 
obviously in great pain, he slumped down on 
his side. 

"Throw me the gun," the deputy DA 
yelled, and the wounded Lieutenant did so, 
first lowering the hammer. He then crawled 
behind the VW toward the unmarked sheriffs 
unit. 

Hardy was juggling the unfamiliar 
revolver with his one hand and the hook that 
served for the other, a legacy of Vietnam, as 
he simultaneously unlatched the microphone 
from the radio on the dashboard. As the 
Lieutenant grabbed the mike and gasped that 
an officer had been shot and needed 
assistance, Hardy took the Colt in his one 
good hand and levelled it across the hood of 
the unmarked car. 

And now, the gaunt man emerged from his 
shelter some 33 yards away, and moved con-
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fidently toward the embattled pair, mur
derously levelling the six-inch Magnum. 

Hardy fired. And missed. 
He pulled the trigger again. And, to his 

horror, the gun went "click." 
Hardy had not tried to keep count of the 

flurry of shots that had passed between the 
sheriffs lieutenant and the copkiller. In fact, 
Stewart had fired four shots, none of which 
had pierced the suspect's cover behind the 
trailer to reach him . Stewart, however, had 
been struck twice. One bullet had ripped 
through his thigh , and another had burned 
into his chest, severing the aorta. 

Hardy looked down. The lieutenant was 
prone and unconscious, his shirt soaked with 
the blood that was spreading out beneath 
him. Believing his borrowed gun to be empty, 
he raised his one hand in surrender. 

Youngberg didn't shoot him. He couldn't. 
Both his Smith & Wessons were empty. 
Instead , he strode rapidly toward the handi
capped man who had surrendered to him and 
slashed him brutally across the face with the 
barrel of the Magnum. Hardy fell to the 
ground and closed his eyes against the pain, 
playing possum. 

Youngberg turned the unconscious officer 
onto his back. Stewart was unconscious, 
slack-jawed, dying from hemorrhage. The 
killer roughly pawed through his clothes, 
looking for another weapon , finding none. It 
never occurred to him that the lieutenant 
might be carrying spare ammo that would fit 
one or both of his own stolen, empty 
revolvers. 

And neither he nor Hardy knew that the 
lieutenant's fallen Colt revolver still con
tained one live cartridge, which had been 
rotated past the hammer when the wounded 
officer had first cocked the revolver, then 
lowered the hammer to throw it to his friend. 

As the merciless gunman ransacked the 
body of the fallen copy, the prone DA saw a 
pickup truck stop near the entrance to the 
station. He threw himself to his feet and 
raced to it. As he arrived , he saw another 
civilian step cautiously onto the edge of the 
parking area. Hardy yelled the bare facts of 
the deadly danger scene to both of them. 

There was nothing the unarmed pickup 
driver could do. Not so the second civilian, 
who had been drawn by the gunfire. His 
name was James Mayfield, he was a San 
Bernardino County Supervisor, and he had a 
permit to carry a pistol. Once having been a 
deputy sheriff, he was trained in what to do 
with it. 

And now, Jerry Youngberg must have felt 
true horror. It was one thing to bushwhack an 
unsuspecting cop, to murder a helpless 
unarmed gas station attendant, to fire his gun 
at terrified women, and to ambush a deputy 
sheriff caught in the open while he himself 
had a position of cover. 

But now, he was facing an angry civilian 
who had just drawn a Browning Hi-Power 
9mm automatic from under his coat. 

And the copkiller did the only logical 
thing. He ran . James Mayfield fired , and ran 
after him, firing again. 

At this point another cop, one Officer 
Quoznick, pulled into the station. He took in 

WEATHER IT'S COLD
WEATHER IT'S HOT, 
WEATHER THE WEATHER 

WITH ~-----. 
@[}{]@@Li~~~@ ' 

©[}{]@0©~ 
Hi-Tech Gun Grease 

Shooter's Choice Gun Grease, the ultimate 
synthetic grease, is chemically engineered 
to meet the most demanding need for lubri· 
cation and protection. It will not gum up 
under high humidity or extreme temper- ,,...a....__ _ 

atures, and has a wide operating tem
perature range of - 65 °F to + 350 °F. 
Convenient syringe container with pin-
point, waste free applicator. 

FOR FREE SAMPLE 
SEND 1.50 P&H 

See Your Dealer Or Wri te: 

VENCO INDUSTRIES, INC., 
16770 Hill Top Park Pl. AH-9 
Chagrin Falls, OH 44022 (216) 543-8808 

· ..,,:,..-· .. · ~ 
"' .... .. .. .. . . .. ......... ~. ; .. ,"'4.;-:. IN STOCK: 

Extended Maga zi ne Release 
Assembly for Colt .45 type Autos. 
Replaces exis ting release. No drill
ing and tapping. Avai lable as a 
complete uni t for $19 .95 or just the 
enlarged button and screw for 
S9.95 . Enlarged button & screw 
comes in blue or stainless . 
Replacement ca tch comes in blue 
Stainless $4.00 extra. 

/~~·/~_ ::s· 
.-~ -'.. ' 

....... 

ERNIE HILL 
SPEED LEATHER 

DEALER INOUI RIES INVITED. 

Bianchi 8-9 Belt or G. Davis# 114 Belt 
G. Davis Cal Challenger Low Cut # 12450 L-C . 
G. Davis California Challenger# 12450 
G Davis Wheel Whiz Revolver Holster. 
G. Davis Phoenix Spec ial If 11450 
G. Davis Double .45 Mag pouch 23000 
Blocker Matchmaster Holster 5 ~ or 6 " . 
Blocker Double Mag Pouch, .45 Slant or Straight 
Blocker Belt (All Sizes) 
Rogers Steel Challenge Holster (6" Auto or Revolver) 
Rogers Steel Challenge Holster (Stan. Auto or 4 ~ Rev.) . 
W ilson Shok-Bull Kit (Govt or Commander) .. 
W ilson Shok-Bufl Washers . 
Wilson Extended E1ector . 
Wi lson Commander Hammer 
Wilson Trigger .. 
Wilson Oeavert ail Grip Safety (Blue or Stamless) 
Wilson/Rogers Compe1i11on .45 Magazine 
Wilson #61 Deluxe 3ight . 
Wison LE·K Compensator Unit 
Clark Pinmaster Compensator Unit . 
Pro Timer L ... . . 185.00. 
Bomar BMCS Sight 
Breskov1ch Advantage Gnp System lor .45 Auto 
John Shaw Speed·E·Load Mag Well . 
King Drop In Wide Grip Safety (blue/stamless) . 
King Extended Combat Safety {blue/stainless) . 
Swenson Ambidextrous Safety for .45 . 
Extended Replacement Pads for Wilson Mags . . 
W ilson "Combat 45 Auto" Book 
"Shoot to Win" by John Shaw . 
··ute Without Fear .. by Mickey Fowler & Mike Dalton . 
Magazine Slam Pads: Black Checkered Neoprene . 
Ouickloader Magazine Well .. 
John Shaw's Magazme Pad . 
"I Shoot Hostages" Hat Pin . 

26.00 
72.00 

. 72.00 

. 76 .00 
74 .00 

28 95 
28 .95 
67 .00 
61 .00 
5.50 
1 00 

20 .9S 

. 23.9S 
16.50 
20 .95 

. 22.95 
34 00 

250 00 
270 .00 

. . 265 .00 
50.00 
45.00 
26 00 

. 29 .00 

. 22.00 
48.50 

1 7S 
.. 12.95 

11 .95 
9.95 
1.25 
6 .00 

.. . 1.75 
. . 4 .25 

Holster ... . 
Belt ..... . 
DBL Pouch 
Fender Single Pouch. 

. 74.00 
42.00 
28.00 
24.00 

Send order & payment to: 

COMBAT CORNER 
RD #1, RT 60, Dept. AHG 
Fredonia, NY 14063 

ALL ITEMS IN STOCK 
MASTERCARD/VISA ACCEPTED! 
Give number & Expiration Date 
Phone Orders Mon-Fri 4-1 O PM EST 
Jim (716) 672-4218 Mike (716) 627-3762 
ADD $1.00 per order for postage 
New York State residents add 7% Sales Tax 
Ask for FREE Catalogue 
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PISTOLSMITH 
I have 34 years expe ri ence re pa iring a nd building all types of sporting 
firearms. Compl ete fa ciliti es for the type of work that is required. 

Combat • Pin shooting • Target • Silhouett e 
COLT FACTO RY WARRANTEE SERVI CE CENTER 

I ll GI I STAN DARD SPEC IALIST - ALL MODELS 
SMITH & WESSON REVOLVER IMPROVEMENTS 

i\ one man shop tha t cares. and a shooter who knows w ha t the se ri ous 
shoote r want s. Satis faction Ass ured. Price List $1.00. 

CAMPBELL H. IRWIN GUNSMITH 
Hartland Blvd .. East Hartland , Conn . 

Te l (203) 653-3901 Zip 06027 

EAGLE GRIPS 
ART JEWEL ENTERPRISES, LTD. 
RUGER .22 AUTO CUSTOM GRIPS 
We offe r the largest selection of 
ivory. mother-of-pearl, horn. stag, 
rosewood and ebony g rips for most 
production handguns. 

* Custom knif e handles. presenta
tion cases and matching accessories 
also ava ilable. 

OROERS ONLY 
Toll Free 1-800-323-6144 
For Information Call 312-628-6220 

Exotic Rosewood 
handmade grips 
featuring thumb rest 
and finger grooves 

SEND $1 FOR COMPLETE COLOR CATALOG 
DEPT. H-9, 421 IRMEN DRIVE, 
ADDISON, IL60101 

plus $3.50 
shpg & hdlg 

The Accurate Solution: 

No. 9-The perfect 
choice for magnum 
handguns: .357, .41, 
and .44. 

Quality. 
Israel Military Industries starts with the finest 
grade of raw materials to being you the highest 
quality smokeless powders in the world. High 
standards are maintained by stringent quality 
control measures. We've got the quality you need. 

Imported by: 

Accurate Arms 
Company, Inc. 

P.O. Box AH 9 , McEwen, Tennessee 3 7101 

Manufacured by: 

the scene at a glance. Ripping his Remington 
12 gauge from the front seat, he jacked a 
round of buckshot into the chamber and ran 
to assist the armed citizen who was in foot 
pursuit of the copkiller. 

As Youngberg ran uphill toward the con
cealing bushes, citizen Mayfield steadied his 
Browning, locked the front sight on the 
copkiller's spine, and pressed the trigger. A 
copper-jacketed 9mm Parabellum bullet 
bored into Jerry Youngberg's lower back, and 
he pitched into the bushes. 

Mayfield and the assisting officer took 
covering, command positions. Moments 
later, the gunman rose shakily from the 
brush, a revolver in his hand. The officer 
shouted to him to drop his weapon or die. 

And Jerry Youngberg did the first normal, 
intelligent thing he had done all day. To the 
collective and great regret of the California 
law enforcement community, the copkiller 
took one look at the Remington 870 and 9mm 
auto pistol levelled at him, and raised his 
quickly-emptied hands in meek surrender. 

The gunshot wound to his lower back 
healed without complication. A jury found 
Jerry Youngberg guilty of three counts of 
Murder in the First Degree. He was sen
tenced to serve three terms of life imprison
ment, consecutively. 

I n the excellent re-enactment tape on which 
this story is based, California Highway 

Patrol notes that even a conscientious officer 
like Larry Wetterling needs to drop his guard 
only once. Erratic operation of a motor vehi
cle in this case seemed to signal a routine 
drunk driver, but can also tip you off to a man 
driving a car that doesn't belong to him, 
someone spaced out on drugs or psychosis, 
or in this case, a career criminal who spent so 
much time in stir he never learned to drive_ 
Ten years plus in Joliet had apparently left 
Jerry Youngberg prepared to murder at will 
to keep his parole from being violated . 

There is no evidence of Youngberg ever 
having trained or practiced with weapons. 
Yet his use of unfamiliar revolvers proved as 
accurate as his use of motor vehicles proved 
erratic. Lesson: do not assume that just 
because you work out weekly on the range 
you'll be able to outshoot an ex-con deter
mined to kill. 

Lt. Stewart took his death wounds because 
he had moved on foot through a wide-open 
parking area to attempt to locate the criminal, 
who was already behind cover. His exchange 
of shots with Youngberg was a losing battle 
before it began. He may also have con
sciously or subconsciously been trying to 
lure the gunman away from his civilian pas
senger; it is part of the cop's instinct to pro
tect. He would have been better served ifhetl 
put the deputy DA down in the back seat, or 
better, in the driver's seat with his head down 
behind the dash, as the Lieutenant himself 
used the unmarked cruiser for "rolling cover" 
with the driver operating by his verbal 
direction. 

Deputy DA John Hardy was obviously a 
courageous man. So was Judge Campbell, 
who continued to expose himself to a danger 
he was ill-equipped to handle. Many judges 
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and prosecutors make a point of carrying 
concealed weapons and knowing how to use 
them. Sadly, these believed enough in the 
system they represented to feel that they did 
not have to go armed. 

Officer Quoznick is to be commended for 
his ability to instantly assimilate the situation 
and reflexively "partner" with the armed cit
izen he recognized as a "good guy." Many 
officers would have ordered the armed civil-
ian back from the scene, and I know one or 
two who would have seized on a good excuse 
to avoid a confrontation with an armed 
copkiller by demanding that the citizen drop 
his gun and show him a permit . 

Many criminals, though by no means all, 
are cowards. Youngberg had aborted his big 
score in Vegas for fear that he'd meet armed 
resistance, yet at his trial for the murder of 
three people had the gall to say that he'd not 
gone through with it because he would have 
had to hurt someone to carry it off. He stated 
that he "felt sorry for" the unarmed Hardy, 
whom he brutal ly pistolwhipped . One sus-
pects he would have felt even sorrier if Hardy 
had found the dormant, live round in the 
cylinder of the Colt and shot him through the 
chest with it. 

Likewise, some if not all criminals are 
stupid. Youngberg had left his wallet with 
papers identifying him in the pocket of the 
dead highway patrolman's jacket. He asked a 
jury of 12 intell igent people to believe that he 
really thought the man who was trying to fi nd 
him a car was calling the police. Not knowing 
how to drive, he had mindlessly driven from 
Nevada to Cal ifornia with a stolen firearm in 
his possession. 

An argument could be made for anyone 
who ever steps into a police car being famil
iarized and trained with the weapons therein . 
This might have saved one ride-along from 
being killed in Illinois in 1979, another from 
being shot in San Diego two years ago, and 
Hardy from being pistol whipped. Hardy 
obviously had the guts to fight; if heti been 
armed with a fully loaded weapon he could 
fi re effecti vely, th ings might have been 
different. 

It should be noted that Youngberg had a 
clean toxicology screen: no alcohol, and 
despite his comment to one motorist about 
pills in the car, no drugs. Also, obviously, he 
had no cheap excuses for his savage homi
cidal spree. 

Youngberg may have been a stupid crimi
nal , but stupid criminals aren't funny. Young
berg's incompetence at d ri ving led him 
mul tiple times to disaster, and shortly before 
his encounter with the highway patrolman , 
he had broken the pump of a closed gas 
station to fill his old Lincoln . Seeing that the 
gasoline seemed foan1y, he lighted a match to 
see if the gasoline was for real. He managed· 
to set the gas station on fi re, though unfortu
nately, not himself. It will be noted that Wet
terling, Stewart and Jenkins are not here to 
laugh about it. 

Many citizens showed great courage in the 
bloody half hour or less that took three good 
people's lives. AU are to be commended, but 
none more than James Mayfield, the brave 
politician who pursued the armed murderer 

fPetJona f !Pwtecfwn S Jf lenw1 cf:to. 
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101 Pittston Ave. •Scranton, PA 18505@ 
Phone: (717) 343-7352 ~ 

is pleased to offer ! F~ 

"Secrets of a 
Pis to/smith" 

TRAINING 
VIDEOS 

on the art of 
pistolsmithing 

Master P1stolsmith 

LIN ALEXIOU 
of Trapper Gun , Inc. 

Eleven VHS Tapes - each tape 
approximately 60 minutes running time. 

sgg.oo per tape delivered 
U.P.S. Within Continental United States 

1. Building PPC Gun 7. Basics of Reloading 
2. Tuning Colt Python 8. Tuning S & W Auto 
3. Professional Gun Finishing 9. Tuning Browning Hi Power 
4. Tuning Colt Style Auto 10. Tuning S & W Revolvers 
5. Tuning Taurus & Baretta 11 . Tuning Ruger Pistols 
6. Tuning Ruger Double Action 

For immediate delivery, send check to: 

PERSONAL PROTECTION SYSTEMS, L TO. 
101 Pittston Ave ., Scranton, PA 18505 

Phone: (717) 343-7352 

DEALER INQUIRIES 
INVITED 

BUEHLER PISTOL MOUNT 

Introducing a different BUEHLER MOUNT-M83. In
stalls without drilling or tapping . For calibers up 
through .357 Mag. Available in silver or black fin ish. 
M83 Mounts available for Smith & Wesson, Dan 
Wesson . Colt and Ruger. 

Send for free catalog 42H. 

MAYNARD P. BUEHLER, lnc.-ORINDA, CA 94563 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER · SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER 1987 63 



- • . Custom 
Pistols 

J. MICHAEL PLAXCO 
Highest quality workmanship by a champion 
competitor: 
• Member World Champion USA IPSC "Gold" 

Pistol Team, 1982 
•Twice Winner Mid-Winier Targctworld 

Championship, 1980 and 1982. 
• Third Place in USA IPSC Nationals, 1981 
Developer of the Plaxco Compensator System 

For more information and gun specifications: 
J. Michael Plaxco, Rt. 1 Box 203 
Roland, Arkansas 72135 501-868-9787 

I Please send your new free co-;;-- -
catalog. -j ON THE STREET. . . 
Name __ _ 
Address 
City/State/Zip 

Mail to: Desantis Holster and Leather 
149 Denton Avenue 
New Hyde Park, NY 11040 

I ~EALERS WRITE ON LETTERHEAD AND ENCLOSE FFL. 

LH9 

ON PATROL ... 
THE FINEST~ 
HOLSTERS ~ -
MADE ~ ~ 

BACKUP 
B11Je -
..sant:S 

and finally shot him down like the dog he 
was. Mayfield ranks with Gary Nuss, the one 
citizen who emerged from the pack ofter
rified bystanders to aid the embattled officers 
in the infamous Newhall Massacre, picking 
up a fallen police revolver and shooting one 
of the copkillers, before the gun ran empty 
and he was driven back in a hail of fire. 

No matter what lies anti-gun people may 
spew about police wanting stricter gun con
trol laws, acts of responsible heroism like Jim 
Mayfield's do not go unappreci- ~ 
ated in the world of the badge. ~ 

The author wishes to thank the California 
Highway Patrol for their efforts in dis
seminating their re-enactment of the Wetter
ling incident in the hope that others could 
learn from the tragedy and be more likely to 
survive criminal violence. 

RUGER P-85 
Co111i1111erl from Pfl/!;t' 5-1 

displacement over standard pistol engage
ment distances for the benefits inherent in the 
low profile, virtually indestructible sights on 
the P-85. 

The pistol felt comfortable in my hands 
though the grips proved more than a little 
slippery when firing the P-85 in the rain and 
drizzle which have blanketed the Northeast 
since winter supposedly ended. 

The grips (or stocks, if you prefer) are 
made from an industrial plastic named 
"Xenoy," and are horizontally grooved . I 
don't think it would be any more costly for 
Ruger to have these grips made with raised 
checkering to prevent slippage in the hand. 
Even better would be the offering of 
cushioned grips such as those Ruger puts on 
its Super Redhawk and GP 100 double action 
revolvers. I think the front and back straps of 
the frame should also be grooved or striated 
as an aid to maintaining a secure grip. 

Some of the people who handled the pistol 
complained that the frame was too short for 
their hands and their little fingers rested on or 
below the lip of the magazine floor plate 
where they were subject to laceration by the 
sharp edge of that floor plate. The over
whelming number of people who handled 
and fired the P-85 thought that the grip size 
was just about right. 

However, the majority of people who han
dled the P-85 thought that the magazine floor 
plate was sharp-and it is. I realize that the 
front of the floor plate can be used as a 
screwdriver to remove the grip screws, but I 
think that the possibility of lacerations would 
be substantially reduced if the magazine floor 
plate is reduced in size to conform to the base 
of the frame. 

By the way, the magazine well is not bev
eled, and I applaud Ruger's decision not to 
add that feature since in my humble opinion 
the benefits of beveling the magazine well 
have always been more psychological than 
real . 

The slide is not serrated on either side to 
aid in operating the slide as are the slides of 
most contemporary pistols . Early pho-
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tographs of the P-85 show serrations just in 
front of the safety/decocking lever, but cur
rent production units do not have this feature. 
The absence of serrations is not objection
able, and it is very easy to manipulate the 
slide without them. Even if one's fingers slip 
on the slide they are brought up short by the 
safety/decocking lever, and plenty of pur-
chase is then obtained to operate the slide. I 
vote not to add serrations to the slide, though 
as mentioned earlier I would like to see some 
serrations or striations on the front and back 
straps to aid in holding onto the pistol. 

The ambidextrous magazine latches are 
well thought out, and can be operated by 
pushing forward on either the right or left 
latch, or both of them. I know of only one 
other pistol with such a feature, and it will 
probably be some time before that pistol will 
be available to the public. This concept is 
superb. Some people who handled the P-85 
thought that the latches should be a little 
larger and more rounded. I like them the way 
they are now. Making the latches any larger 
could result in the inadvertent release of a 
magazine while the pistol is being carried in a 
holster. 

The trigger is typical of most of the breed 
of double action semi-automatics. Double 
action trigger pull is close to 15 pounds, and 
the single action mode is more than JO pounds 
with quite a bit of "take up" before the actual 
trigger squeeze can begin. I think that legal 
rather than technical considerations cause the 
triggers on double action semi-automatics to 
be what they are. However, they can be mas
tered, and on balance are not objectionable. 

The safety/decocking lever operates in the 
same manner as most other large capacity 
9mm semi-automatics. That is, when the 
lever is in the "up" position the pistol is ready 
to fire, and when the lever is in the "down" 
position the pistol is safe. Moving the lever to 
the "down" position also decocks the pistol 
and the hammer drops forward where it con
tacts a raised surface integral with the safety 
which prevents the hammer from contacting 
the firing pin. Thus, when the shooter wishes 
to move the safety to the "fire" position it is 
necessary to push up with the thumb. 

I think this is where Bill Ruger and his 
design team missed a golden opportunity to 
score a point for ergonomics. Whether by 
genius or fortuitous happenstance, John M. 
Browning designed the .45 Government 
Model 1911 and the P-35 so that a downward 
motion of the thumb moved the safety from 
"safe" to "fire." This downward motion is 
much more comfortable and less awkward 
for the shooter. No motion is wasted in draw
ing a pistol from its holster, moving the safety 
to the "fire" position and engaging a target. 
With a safety which operates so that the 
safety lever must be pushed upward some · 
motion is wasted when the pistol is drawn. 
The thumb must then be moved downward, 
so establishing a secure grip on the pistol 
takes just that much longer. I think this 
already-good pistol would be immeasureably 
better if the ambidextrous safety functioned 
similar to the safeties of the .45 Government 
Model and the P-35. 

The safety on the pistol I have for evalua-

WE TAKE PRIDE ... 
IN OUR 1SPECIAL' WORK: 

• Revolver action jobs 
• IPSC auto conversions 
• Metal checkering 
• Sight installation 
• One piece compensator 

barrels. 
• Fine welding 

If you demand professional 
workmanship, send $3 for our 16-page 

color brochure and price list. Refundable . 

PROFESSIONAL SHOOTERS CHOOSE -

COMPENSATOR BARRELS 
By 

Jim Stroh. American Pistolsmiths Guild 

li•-=:::i::i;2_::::::::'-::: 

• Solid, integral construction • Muzzle lift is greatly reduced 

• Machined from one-piece Douglas blank • Individually fitted to slide and frame 

• Front sight integral with compensator • Three week shop time- Guaranteed' 

• Areas of greatest stress are hardened • One piece recoil spring guide and plug 

• Perfect bore-compensator alignment • From $295/blued and fitted 
• For standard 5-inch barrel Colts 

For free literature, send large, double stamped, self-addressed envelope to: 

Jim Stroh 
ALPHA PRECISION. INC. Dept. 09 

Route 1. Box 35·1, GQO(I Hope. Georgia 30641 (404) 267-6163. 

CHOOSE A WINNER TYLER'S "T" GRIP 
Over 250,000 
Gunbelt Rigs Sol 

Texas 
residents add 
Sales Tax. 

100% 
American 

made, hand 
crafted, fully lined, 24 
bullet loops. Prompt 
shipment. Up to 6'h' ' 
bbl. length - $74.95. 
7'12'' bbl. length -
$79.95. Newl 10'12'' 
bbl. length - $84.95. 

Send $2.00 tor ' catalog. 
Add $3.00 1hlpplng & 

BETTER SHOOTING ........ 111111/1 
with thi s improved 
ca st Aluminum Grip 
ADAPTOR. For Co lt, 
S & W and Ruger D.A. 
Revolvers. DURABLE, PRAC
TICAL- EASY TO INSTALL. 
THREE ATTRACTIVE FINISH COLORS . 
POLISHED or BLACK $6.00; GOLD $6.50 

TYLER'S TRIGGER SHOE 
Durabl e l ight wei ght ca st alum inum f or Colts, S & W , 
Ruger and o ther mod ern pi sto l s, r i fl es and sho tgu ns. 
POLISHED or BLACK $4.50; GOLD FINISH $5.00 
AT YO UR FAVOR ITE DEALER OR O RDE R DIRECT. Send 
make & model of gun . No C.0 .D. 's please . Add $1 .00 
for Shipp ing Cha rges. Fu ll y Guaranteed. Genuine 
Stag-Wood & Synthetic Gun Grips & Accessories . 

Buck knives-Hand·made leather Holsters & Belts. 

New! IVOREX® GUN GRIPS 
MELVIN TYLER MFG. AND DIST. 

1326 W. Britton Rd . • Oklahoma City, Okla. 73114 
Call toll free 800-654-8415 Outside Oklahoma 
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The Chapman Academy of Practical Shooting offers 
the latest and best training in tactics and techniques 
for defensive, practical shooting. 

Training courses are available for handgun, shotgun 
and special weapons. Beginners, law enforcement 
personnel , military personnel and world-class 
competitive shooters have attended and benefited 
from Ray Chapman's expertise and personalized 
instruction. 

For information about the best training available write: 

Chapman Academy 
Hallsville, MO 65255 

(314) 696-5544 

The Affordable Alternative 
No Gunsmithing Required 

$99.95 without sight 
(Model WIC·l)° 

The Wichita lnsta-Comp has been 
designed for the competitive and 
non-competitive shooter. 

The gas chamber inside the Wichita lnsta-Comp is designed to capture 
the gas and exhaust it through the two vertical ports . With this arrangement , 

combined with the additional weight. the muzzle jump is reduced significantly. 

EASY INSTALLATION No Special Tools. No Fitting . Nothing else to buy. 
Remove your barre l bushing and recoil spring plug . Replace with the Wichita 

lnsta-Comp and our recoil spring plug. You are now ready to shoot your comped gun . 

Model WIC-2 has a front sight (target or combat. your choice) .... .. Sl19.95 
Model WIC-1 or WIC-2 and our slide conYersion'' ...... . ....... $234.95 
(Bury rear Wich ita Sight. perma nently mounted Front sight on slide or comp . Mill flat on top 
of slide. and lo wer port for easier e1ec t1on) 

Dealer prices avai lable 

Send signed FFL 

CALL TOLL FREE 

' 444 Ellis. P.O. Box 11371. Wichita . Kansas 67211 
(316) 265-0661 

1-800-GET GRIP IN CALIFORNIA 
CALL 805 / 466-6266 

For FREE brochure, information and the location of your 
nearest Hogue dealer. Models to fit all popular revolvers 
and automatics starting at $12.95. 

HOGUE GRIPS ORIGINATORANDMAKER 
OF TH E MONOGRIP 

HOGUE HAS THEM ALL ... 

FANCY HARDWOODS •ORIGINAL NYLON 
NOW IN SOFT RUBBER 

If unavailable at a dealer close by, order direct. -VISA -
LaRocca Gun Works, inc. 

Basic Street 
to Full House 
Competition 

For the highest reliability, quality 
·& craftsmanship. Let us work with 
you to design and customize 
your gun. 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

tion is quite stiff and difficult to move from 
one position to the other. However, with 
additional shooting and manipulation I'm 
sure it will become easier to operate. (The 
author's P-85 has been recalled due to a 
defective detent in the safety catch which 
made operation very stiff Editor) 

The instruction booklet with the pistol , 
and by the way, the P-85 is packaged in a neat 
plastic case with a second magazine, stated 
that the magazine holds 15 rounds. I was able 
to put 16 rounds into both magazines. 

There are three holes in the back of the 
magazine body so that the shooter can telJ if 
the magazine contains at least five rounds, or 
10, or 15. With 15 rounds loaded into the two 
magazines that I have the base of a cartridge 
is not visible, but is when 16 rounds are 
loaded. The magazines themselves are very 
similar in appearance to magazines for the 
Browning Hi-Power, the Beretta 92 or the 
large capacity Smith and Wessons. The mag
azine of a Browning Hi-Power will easily fit 
into the frame of the Ruger P-85 . 

The hammer of the P-85 has no half-cock 
position. The hammer is either all the way 
back in the cocked position or all the way 
forward. The hammer on my test sample is 
stainless steel finished bright. Several people 
who handled the P-85 stated that their eyes 
were distracted away from the sights by the 
bright hammer when they held the pistol at 
arms length. I don't find that criticism valid , 
but since several people did mention the 
bright finish of the hammer as a negative 
factor further inquiry is warranted . 

The P-85 field strips in a manner similar to 
the procedure with any Browning design 
with one important difference. After remov
ing the magazine with the slide pulled to the 
rear you have to reach into the ejection port 
and push the ejector downward. The ejector 
is large and has some rather sharp edges, and 
I guarantee that a few fingers are going to be 
bleeding sooner or later in performing this 
procedure. 

When the pistol is reassembled the ejector 
can either be raised back into position with a 
finger or by inserting a magazine all the way 
into the frame. I recommend inserting an 
empty magazine. 

A very good feature is that the slide stop is 
retained by a spring when the stop is with
drawn from the frame far enough to disen
gage the link and permit the slide and barrel 
to be removed . This is a feature which will be 
much appreciated when field stripping the 
P-85. How many times have you misplaced 
the slide stop of a .45 Government Model 
when you had the pistol disassembled on your 
work bench for cleaning? You cannot mis
place the slide stop of the P-85 since it is 
retained in the frame. 

As best as I can tell the trigger mechanism 
of the P-85 functions in a similar manner to 
the well proven Ruger Mark I and Mark II 
.22 rimfire semi-automatics. Various plunger 
and hammer springs are in different locations 
within the frame of the P-85 , but their rela-

51 Union Place tionships are straight forward and very 
reliable. 

Worcester, MA 01608 I experienced several failures to feed when 
(617) 754-2887 firing the Winchester FMJ ammunition. 

'---~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~---' 

Home of the Rock-Well Mag Funnel 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER • SEPTEMBER/ OCTOBER 1987 



Since the recoil impulse with that ammuni
tion was notiG:eably less than with the Federal 
ll5 grain JHP and other ammunitions, I sus
pect that the Winchester ammunition is not 
loaded to the power levels of the other 
ammunitions. In normal firing I experienced 
no failures to feed with other ammunitions. 

I say "in normal firing" advisedly, since a 
standard test procedure which I perform on 
any semi-automatic pistol is to fire it with the 
pistol held in a variety of positions, i.e. , 
upside down , canted 90° from the vertical 
right and left side, and other angles to ensure 
that the fired cartridge will be ejected and a 
fresh round chambered. When the P-85 was 
held muzzle-pointing-straight-down and 
fired the spent cartridge case would be caught 
between the breech face and the rear of the 
barrel, thus causing a jam which required 
both hands to clear. 

At first I attributed this failure to eject to 
the Winchester FMJ ammunition, but it 
occurred with the other brands of ammuni
tion I was using. Other shooters experienced 
the same occurrence when the pistol was held 
muzzle straight down and fired. The round in 
the chamber would be fired but would be 
caught between breech face and rear of the 
barrel before the cartridge case could be 
tossed free by the ejector. If you're wonder
ing whether this inability to function when 
the pistol is fired in a muzzle straight down 
position is a liability I know of several "tunnel 
rats" who went into enemy tunnels in Viet 
Nam who would agree with me. 

Some people who han
dled the P-85 thought 

that the latches should be 
a little larger and more 
rounded. I like them the 

way they are now. 

I draw no negative conclusion from this 
malfunction with the P-85 I have for evalua
tion . It is always impossible to draw definite 
conclusions from a test sample of one fire
arm - but this abnormality bears further 
study to determine whether it can be induced 
in other P-85s. If this problem were to prove 
to be a systemic one I'm absolutely certain 
that Bill Ruger and his design team would 
quickly pinpoint the cause of the problem and 
correct it. The only point to be made here is 
that further inquiry is necessary. 

On balance I like the P-85. The pistol 
contains a number of sound design innova
tions, and it will be sold at a very competitive 
price. Bill Ruger told me that the P-85 will 
certainly be offered in other calibers if · 
demand warrants. I'm confident that we'll 
ultimately see P-85 pistols chambered for .45 
ACP and perhaps .38 Super; who knows, 
perhaps even JOmm. Bill Ruger's firm has 
already manufactured six firearms which 
have sold more than one million guns in the 
design series. I think there is a very good 
chance that the P-85 will ulti- ~ 
mately join that select group. ~ 

, 

IPSC 
SHOOTING 
SUPPLIES 

'"' All items are FREIGHT PAID to the original 48 states 
ERNIE HILL SPEED LEATHER 
Colt Govt. & Comp models. Holsters are made in V2" incre
ments for perfect gun fit. 5:' 5V2:· 6:' 6V2:' 7" . 
All items in stock. Black Basket available by Special order. 
Call for help when ordering if needed. We're always glad 
to help. Plain Brown 

Brown Basket 
666 Leatham/Enos Series . 74.00 84.00 
666F LIE New Fender Model 84.00 94.00 
Fender model holds gun slightly away from body for faster 
draw. 
666F Now available for S&W 645 & 745 84.00 94.00 
Revolver S&W K-1.:N Frame 4" & 6" . 85.00 95.00 
PPG 6" K Frame open front for ribs & 
&~~ ~00 ~00 
Single Mag Pouch-Angle Adjustable . . 20.00 26.00 
Double Mag Pouch-Available Straight, 
Angle Front, or Angle Back 
Double Speed Loader Pouch w/tension 
Screw . 
Triple Speed Loader Pouch w/tension 
Screw. 
Competition Belt (spring steel lined) . 

ROGERS HOLSTERS 
Combat Assault . 
Steel Challenge 4" rev or 5" auto . 
Steel Challenge 6" rev or comp auto . 
Cup challenge round or slab barrel . . . 
Competition Belt add $8.00 for Buckle 
Double Mag Pouch . 
Triple Mag Pouch .......... ••• . 
Idaho Reloader (adjustable) . 

Please specify when ordering: 

28.00 34.00 

28.00 34.00 

32.00 38.00 
38.00 48.00 

Plain 
Brown 
68.00 
62.00 
67.00 
68.00 
37.00 
21 .00 
31.00 
16.00 

Black 
Basket 
74.00 
68.00 
73.00 
73.00 
37.00 
21 .00 
36.00 
16.00 

Holster cant, R or L hand, finish, and gun model & barrel 
length. Model P-Muzzel forward. 

WILSON COMBAT 
Match Trigger . . . 15.00 
6 Shok Buffs . 6.00 
Extended Thumb Safety (Blue/Stainless) ........ 24.00 
Extended Slide Release (Blue/Stainless) ........ 26.00 
Commander Hammer ... ................. 19.00 
Stainless Commander Hammer ............. 23.00 
Recoil Springs 12 & 20 lb. for commander . . . 4.00 
Recoil Springs 9, 10, 12, 15, 17, 18112 lb. for Govt . 4.00 
Group Gripper Govt/Commander ........ 22.00127.00 
Barrel Bushings (Blue/Stainless) . . ...... 13.00 
Extended Ejector 45 or 38 Super . . ... 19.00 
7 Round 45 Auto Magazine . . ... 21 .00 
8 Round 45 Auto Magazine ......... 25.00 
Recoil Guide Rod Kit W/Springs & Shok Buffs . . 33.00 
Beavertail Grip Safety (Blue/Stainless) ......... 19.00 
The Combat 45 Auto Book by Bill Wilson ....... 12.00 
Checkered Front Strap (Blue/Stainless) . . . 15.00 
LE-K 45 Auto Compensator Kit ............. 245.00 
LE-K 38 Super Compensator Kit . . ......... 265.00 
Barrel Link Kit Includes 5 Links ....... . ...... 21.00 
Slide Thumb Guard .............•••..... 14.00 

1 Piece Guide Rod . . .... . ........ 24.00 
2 Piece Guide Rod . . . 34.00 
Extended Magazine Release ................ 21 .00 
Checkered Mainspring Housing .............. 35.00 
Mag Well (Blue/Stainless) . 30.00 
3-Dot Sights .......................... 34.00 
Deluxe High Visability Combat Sights . . . ..... 35.00 
High Visability Combat Sights. . . 27.00 

SHAW-VIDEKl·PRO TIMERS 
"You Can't Miss" by John Shaw .. 
"Shoot to Win" by John Shaw . 
Pro Timer I . . 195.00 .... Pro Timer Ill . 

10.00 
12.00 

265.00 
Videki Match Triggers 
Long Match . . • · - . . ....... . 12.00 
Long Match w/3 holes . 
Gold Cup w/3 holes . 
Rubber Mag Base Pads . 

. .. . ........ . . 13.00 

6 Shaw Base Pads w/self tapping screws . 
Shaw speed E load Mag Well (Blue Stainless) . 
Ballistic Nylon Pro Shooters Bag . 
Roger E-Z Mag Well ............. .. . 
Rogers combat 12 ga Shell Holder . 
Ultra Vib 18 Brass Polisher .... .... . . .. . 

METALFORM 

. . 14.00 
1.50 
9.00 

26.00 
40.00 
7.00 
8.00 

115.00 

High Quality Match Grade magazines by Metalform 
Blue Steel w/Flat follower: 
9mm . . . .. . • • • . 11 .00 
.38 Super .................. .• _ . . . . 10.50 
.45 ACP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 9.50 
Stainless Steel w/Flat Follower: 
9mm .......... . .. 15.50 
.38 Super . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17.00 
.45 ACP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . 14.00 
Rounded Follower: 
.45 ACP, Blue only . 10.00 
.45 ACP, Stainless Steel . . . . . . . . . . . • . 16.00 
Shaw Mag Pad installed w/screws . 3.00 

In stock & Ready for Immediate Delivery 
Remington .38 Super+ P, unprimed Nickle Brass 
$95.00 per 1,000 freight paid 
$180.00 per 2,000 freight paid 
Call for pricing on larger quantities 

EASY TO ORDER! 
Mail in your order along with certified funds, 

OR 
Call in your order between 1 Oam-5pm est. 
We accept Visa, MasterCard and ups COD. 
We will process your order and have it on its 
way back to you the same day. Please 
describe your order as clearly as possible 
and be sure to include your phone number. 

Feel free to call anytime if you have 
questions about any of the items listed or for 
help with ordering. 

Denny's Shooters Supply, Inc. 
P.O. Box 402-A, Cedar Falls, IA 50613 

Dealers: Send FFL for dealer prices. 
Life member USPSA(319) 277-3171 Life member NRA 
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• Guaranteed 17% recoil 
reduction 

• Faster shot to shot recovery 
• Thick tapered hand-filling 

grips 

• Built in magazine loading 
chute 

• Milled for ambidexterous 
safety 

• Simple screw on installation 

New improved Advantage Grip System complete with checkered walnut 
stocks. $46.00 ·Add $3.00 postage and handling. CA residents add 6 \12% 
Sales Tax. Dealer inquiries invited. Write for brochure and mathematical 
calculations to prove the recoil redu ction. 

~ 

Jack c!!~~~~~Ya!~~ A14l!.entaqe 
P.O. BOX 828, WHITTIER, CA 90608 (213) 695-4134 
For more information on our complete 
product line, call or write today. 

BRASS CATCHER* 
"It's the handiest on the market" 

~ $12.95 
The BRASS CATCHER* fits on your hand, not on 
your handgun. No more clumsy distractions. Specifically 
designed for Browning, Colt, Mac 10, Uzi and other popular 
semi-autos. The BRASS CATCHER• adjusts for either top 
or right side ejections. Recommended for right hand shooters. 

Send check or money order to: 

GAGE MANUFACTURING 

IDEAL FOR APARTMENT DWELLERS 
WITHOUT A GARAGE FOR A HEAVY 
BENCH . TAKE INTO THE HOUSE WHEN 
GARAGE IS TOO HOT OR COLD. TAKE 
TO THE RANGE TO DEVELOP PET 
LOADS WITH YOUR FAVORITE PRESS. 
DOES NOT BOLT TO FLOOR DUE TO 

NoC.O.D. 

DESIGN , YOUR BODY WEIGHT IS SUS
PE NDED ON THE SAME FRAME WITH 
THE PRESS. CONSEQUENTLY, NO 
TABLE MOVEMENT. PUSH & PULL 
WORKS AGAINST YOUR BODY. TABLE 
WILL NOT LIFT OFF THE FLOOR . 

ALL WELDED TUBULAR STEEL FRAME 
• Rubber floor mounts prevent scratch

ing floors 
• Pre·dnlled for maior presses 
• Only weighs 28 pounds 

• Ball bearing swivel seat 
• Breaks down to 30" x 19" for 

portab1l1ty 

PORTABLE RELOADI NG UNIT $67 .00 
3 PLASTIC BOXES FOR EMPTY CASES, BULLETS & LOADED ROUND INCL . 

Visa and Mastercard welcome I I 
California residents add 6% sales tax -VISA 
We ship F.O.B. Marysville. California 

BILL RUGER INTERVIEW 
Continued from page 55 

basis. What we have done in designing the 
P-85 is to take desirable features from other 
firearms and combine them, taking the best 
of everything, to arrive at our P-85." 

However, lest anyone think that he is a 
blatant plagiarist Bill immediately adds: 
"We're not crude copyists. We take good 
sound technology and use that as the depar
ture point of designing a firearm which 
exemplifies the features we want in the gun. 
We wanted a pistol which would be compact 
and simple. We wanted a pistol which would 
be easy to manufacture, and serviceable to a 
marvelous extent. By innovating on well 
established features we came up with a 
design which worked from the very first time 
we pulled the trigger. And since we are in a 
highly competitive business we had to design 
a pistol which could be sold at a very com
petitive price." 

The design philosophy outlined by Bill is 
the same philosophy utilized by all reputable 
businesses in this country and elsewhere. It 
works because it is simple and builds on what 
has been done before. We frequently hear 
about the exciting breakthroughs in medicine 
and high technology; the Jarvik artificial 
heart and small hand-held computers which 
today can perform functions which a decade 
ago took a computer the size of a garage to 
perform are only two examples which come 
to mind. You can come up with your own list 
just as easily. 

However, more progress is made by slow, 
steady improvements to existing technology 
than all the dramatic scientific breakthroughs 
combined. Just ask the Japanese. Step-by
step refinements, daily improving on what 
already is adequate, looking for ways to 
make a product better, to simplify it, or to 
manufacture it more efficiently or at a lower 
cost- these are the things which keep a com
pany at the top of its industry. 

"For example, we never questioned the 
fact that we wanted to produce a double 
action pistol. We have a wealth of experience 
for the design and manufacture of our double 
action revolvers. We didn't have to go off and 
re-invent that wheel. We know how to make 
excellent double action revolvers . That 
knowledge came in handy when we set about 
designing the P-85." 

Bill had the idea of producing the P-85 
first , but he is very quick to acknowledge the 
efforts of others. "I don't mean to give the 
impression that I sit back in my office and 
create the whole thing by myself. That sim
ply isn't true. Oh, there are at least four 
patents on the P-85 in my name, ideas that I 
had, but we are blessed with a superb design 
staff. These people take my ideas, try to 
implement them, reject them if they don't 
work, add their own, so the final product is a 
team effort." 

Bill is keenly conscious of serviceability. 
"We strive to create a firearm which doesn't 
break, and that's what the shooting world has 
come to expect from Sturm, Ruger." 
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Up until this point in the conversation Bill 
had been leaning forward intensely. But now 
he sat back in his desk chair and smiled 
confidently. "I think we're achieving that in 
the P-85 , but we're never going to stop 
improving the P-85 whenever we see a way 
to do it." 

Sitting at my typewriter and going over 
my notes made during our discussion I'm 
strongly reminded of a visit I made to the 
National Gallery of Art in Washington , D.C. 
many years ago. It's common enough to see 
painters with their easels set back several feet 
from a major work of art as they copy it. I 
wasn't prepared to see a painter actually 
applying a few new strokes of paint to a major 
art work hanging on the gallery wall. 

"Not to worry," the nearby security guard 
assured me, "That's the artist himself. He 
comes in whenever he thinks of some way to 
make the painting he created more attractive. 
And you know, whatever he does to the paint
ing makes it even more powerful and 
meaningful." ~ 

That's Bill Ruger and his P-85. ~ 

HORNADY AMMO 
r:o111i1111erl from page 3 7 

.45 ACP: High performance ammo for 
this caliber is an "iffy" proposition at best . 
Hornady offers a newly re-designed 185 gr. 
JHP (930 fps) with a huge cavity. It gave 
groups of two-inches on demand at 25 yards 
from a five-inch Bar-Sto barreled Colt auto. 

Hornady also offers a 200 gr. CIT round. 
The bullet is a jacketed SWC similar to the 
H&G 68. The CIT stands for "Combat/Tar
get ," with the "Combat" meaning IPSC/ 
USPSA shooters, I'm sure. This round placed 
11/2

11 groups from my Heinie .45 with no 
trouble at all , and its 937 fps velocity makes 
major caliber with room to spare. As for the 
"Target" end of things, I think that bullseye 
shooters would find this just a bit warm for 
their use . 

. 44 Magnum: Hornady currently loads 
both jacketed and lead bullets with weights of 
200 and 240 grains. Both the jacketed 200 
and 240 grain loads were tested using an old 
model Blackhawk with 7 1/i'' barrel. 

The accuracy of these rounds is absolutely 
above reproach . At 25 yards, the 200 gr. JHP 
placed four shots into one-inch with a called
flyer taking it out to just under two-inches. 
AU groups hovered around two-inches or less 
with this load and the velocity averaged 1320 
fps for five rounds. The 240 grain JHPs 
would, in the hands of the gun's owner, shoot 
into 11/ 2 " all day at a 1263 fps velocity. What 
more you could want from factory ammo, I 
don't know. · 

I've included a pretty fair sampling of the 
entire handgun ammo line here. I use their 
product extensively in my firearms testing 
and it never fails to produce some of the best 
groups of the day. Hornady may not be as 
familiar a name to shooters as some other 
major brands, but in either rifle or handgun it 
need not take a back seat to ~ 
anyone. ~ 

lrs a long way to the top of the mountain. 
But sometimes a real climber can get 

· there a little quicker than others. 

'

he Springfield Armory 1911-A1 pistol 
has reached the top in record time, by 

becoming a popular favorite among 
shooters, gunsmiths, and firearms writers. 
How did we attain such heights so 
quickly and pass so many others on the 
way up? 

first, we designed our pistol as an exact 
duplicate of the original M1911-A1 

military pistol, with 100% interchangeable 
parts. All components are forged from 
steel for strength and stamina. (Stamina 
is a must for serious climbers.) Our 
1911-A1 is hand assembled to guarantee 
perfect fit and uncompromising reliability, 
We've also included several of the features 
preferred by serious shooters and gun
smiths, like a factory lowered ejection port 
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and the time proven Series 70 safety 
system. We even offer a choice of two 
finishes (military Paf1(erized or polished 
blue), a choice of two calibers l45 N'.I' or 
9mm), and a choice of either amnbled 
pistols or unassembled ~ Ar;ld. in final 
preparation for our climb to the-~ 
we've priced our 1911-A1 low ~to 
make it absolutely the best pistol value 
on the market 
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~ .................................................. ~ 
nTHE TOOL" 

by R.D.P. 
"THE LAST MACHINE YOU'LL EVER HAVE TO BUY" 

Highes t Product ion rate of any hand 
ope rat ed mac hine . 

Conies r ead y to load in calibre of 
your choi ce. 

Pate nt ed bulle t fe ed sys tem automati call y 
fe eds and seat s bull e ts. 

Loads all popular 1·ifl e and pi stol calibres. 

All options Pasily in stall ed at any time. 

Con sistent mat ch quality rifl e and pistol 
an11nunition . 

$1265.00 Pistol $1315.00 Rifle 
For more information call or write: 

(216) 385-5129 

"THE TOOL" is designed for the professional reloader and the serious 
shooter who demand the highest quality amrnunition, round after round. 

RD1 D TOOL COMPANY, INC. 
T SEMI-AUTOMATIC RELOADING PRESSES 

49162 McCoy Ave. East Liverpool , Ohio 43920 

Ted Blocker's 
Custom Bolsters 
409 West Bonita Ave. 
San Dimas, CA 91993 
(714) 599-4415 

TED NUGENT 
Continued from page 43 

So Roy and I worked up a design of some 
scroll work on a beautiful 6 V2 " 629. We 
incorporated my wolf-baying-at-the-moon 
logo, my preferred wildlife-the grizzly bear 
and the whitetail dear-a nude under the bar
rel, a little stage setting with a microphone 
and rock 'n' rollers screaming. It's just a 
gorgeous piece. 
AH: What gun do you favor as a carry gun? 
TN: I carried 29s and 629s for years, and I 
still do especially during the hunting season 
so I have a killer-gun with me, one that's 
really capable of taking big game cleanly. 
'Cause the 9mm is not a big game gun. The 
properly loaded 9mm, I believe, is a good 
defense round. In fact, for the last couple of 
years I've been carrying my Beretta 92E 
AH: How can the 9mm be suitable for a 170 
pound man and unsuitable for a JOO pound 
deer? 
TN: Because deer are so superior to man in 
the tenacity department. It's uncanny. 
AH: What do you think of the single-action 
Colt .45 automatic ? 
TN: I love single-action 45s, I've got some 
wonderful Frank Paris combat guns based on 
Commanders. And I carried a Gold Cup for a 
number of years. I carried a Star PD for a 
couple of years. I believe in the cocked-and
locked carry of a single-action auto whether 
it's a Hi-Power or a 1911. 

But I did have a bad experience with my 
Gold Cup. I had a surprise discharge when I 
was holstering it in a pancake holster. I don't 
blame the gun; I don't blame the cocked-and
locked carry condition. 

I look at Jeff Cooper as a hero of mine in 
the same way that I look at Jimi Hendrix as a 
hero of mine. But I don't play a Stratocaster 
(Hendrix's guitar) and I don't carry a single
action cocked-and-locked auto because I feel 
comfortable, capable and safe with a double
action auto. I'm sorry Jeff, but I don't. 

Forty-fives are wonderful - if you're com
fortable with em, carry em. Nine millimeters 
are wonderful - if you're comfortable with 
em, carry em. 

I'm sure Jeff Cooper would agree that shot 
placement is the most important thing. 
AH: Your love of finely tuned Smith and 
Wesson revolvers is obvious and understand
able. What is it you like about the Beretta that 
the Smith doesn~ offer? 
TN: Well, again, I'm utilitarian motivated. I 
live on a ranch in Michigan, I'm constantly 
encountering skunks and possums and coons 
and feral dogs and cats and other vermin. I 
prefer to shoot .44 Magnums, but when I 
gotta roll down the window of my truck to 
shoot a skunk, after awhile without my ear 
muffs on, the old .44 gets to be a bit of a roar. 
AH: You mention the noise. I'm curious: is 
rock n' roll louder than a gunshot? 
TN: Boy, Cameron, I wouldn't be surprised 
to find out which has done the most damage 
to me. I was at the YO Ranch one time 
hunting ibex and I shot all six chambers of my 
.44 and I couldn't hear for a week. I had rock 
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walls on all sides of me, and that was a stupid 
thing to do. That was probably the single 
most damaging thing I've ever done to my 
hearing. My left ear is ruined, but I think 
that's from the rock 'n' roll. I play at out
rageous volume. 
AH: You re a doting father of your two chil
dren and you seem to reflect traditional val
ues in many ways. Yet youre known as the 
Motor City Mad1nan. What is the departure 
between your rock ii' roll image and the real 
Ted Nugent ? 
TN: I'm a rock 'n' roller. I love rock 'n' roll 
music. It brings out the best in a person. It is 
the ultimate motivation for uninhibitiveness 
and God knows we need more of that. When 
I'm rockin' 'n' rollin', as when I'm doing any
thing in my life, I like to maximize the experi
ence. In order to maximize the rock 'n' roll 
experience as an uninhibited pursuit, one gets 
wild. Because the music is wild. 

People who don't know how to get that 
uninhibited interpret it as being a little 
crazed. But tsk-tsk, that's their problem. Real 
rock 'n' rollers know that I'm just rockin' out. 
AH: Many people think that rock ii' roll stars 
spend their lives taking drugs, throwing wild 
parties surrounded by wild women. Yet you 
travel all over the country giving lectures to 
school kids on the dangers of drug abuse. 
TN: I've never taken a drug in my life. I've 
never smoked dope, I've never taken a drink, 
I've never even had a cigarette in my mouth. I 
don't want to miss a lick from birth to death. 
There's all kinds of fun to be had and Ted is 
going to have as much as possible. 

No, I don't take drugs. No, I don't drink. 
As far as the women go (laughs) I try my best 
to make up for it in that category. 
AH: Do you like to shoot bowling pins ? 
TN: Yeah, I do. I have a Second Chance 
range right at my house with a table and I get 
pins from the local alleys. I love it, it's my 
main source of kindling for my fireplace. 
AH: Do you shoot some of the other games? 
Speed shooting at steel plates? 
TN: I have Bianchi speed plates at the house. 
I shoot them in two modes - I'll either shoot 
at seven yards, rapid fire, or I'll get back at 50 
yards and off-hand shoot for my eye at long 
range shooting. I'll back off and shoot at 100 
yards too. 

Those are the only two I've done. I can't 
wait, someday, I hope to go to a practical 
police course . . . 
AH: PPCor .. . 
TN: No, the bad guys in the windows ... 
I've always been fascinated by the Dirty 
Harry movie with the Hogan's Alley. 
AH: Jeff Cooper once remarked that if he 
ever told some of the shooting exploits he's 
done, like popping a balloon with one shot at 
200 meters with a. 45, that heli be branded a · 
liar. So he doesni bother to tell the stories. 
What are some of your shooting 

SHOOTIN' SHIRTS 

They'll Get It!! 

Multi-color designs • Made in the USA • 
Heavyweight first quality • Lt. blue or gray 

Prepaid orders only • $9.00 ea. • Quality Guaranteed 

"Gun Control ... " S D M D L D XL D Color 

Quantity $9.00 ea. $ 

"The Only Way ... " SD MD L D XL D Color 

Quantity $9.00 ea. $ 
accomplishments? Name 
TN: I can relate to that. I don't know if I can ---- ------ ----- Subtotal 

convey the image of how much I shoot . . . Address ___ _________ _ _ 
AH: How many rounds a month ? Zip 

Shipping 

TOTAL 

$2.00 

TN: Thousands. 
AH: Two thousand? *Send order form and pre-payment to: Color Unlimited 
TN: Some months probably 5,000. I'll go P.O. Box 3147 • Missoula, MT 59806 • (406) 543-7658 
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not just 3. Give yourself Twice the 
capacity for your money. The Durability 
of all steel construction and fully enclosed 
Thermally protected, ball bearing motor. 

• Handles 2-300 Rifle 
up to 700 pistol cases 

• Fast Quiet and Safe 
• Full Year Warranty 
• Designed and mfg. by 

Tru Square Metal Products 
building Case Polishers 
for 27 years 

• Versatile - Polishes 
Brass Cases 
Silverware 
Fishing Lures 
Coins 
Jewelry 
Deburrs and Polishes 
Metal Parts 

h ULTRA-VIBE 18 
Thumler's - Tru Square Metal Products 

Order Toll Free 1-800-225-1017 or (206) 833-2310 Call for More Information! 

''ZERO-TIME'' 
RELOADING 

AndSave50%orMore 
On Your Ammunition 

VOU CAN RELOAD a box or 
I two, or more in less time 
than it would take to go to the 
store to buy ammunition. 
Not only do you save half, but 
you'll have fun doing it. That 
may not be "zero-time" 
reloading but it's the next 
best to it. 
THE LEE TURRET PRESS KIT 
comes complete with factory 
adjusted dies, shell holder, 
primer arm and automatic 
index. It's the fastest non
progressive press made. 

9998 Very easy to use 
and best of all, it's 
affordably priced. 

Shown with optional Auto-Disk Powder Measure 
$24.98 extra. 

--
~Send $1. 00 for your 

new 16-page Lee Catalog 
jammed packed with reloading bargains. 

LEE PRECISION, INC. 
4275 HIGHWAY "U" 
HARTFORD WISCONSIN 53027 

through 1,000 .44 Magnums in a day. Just 
shoot! 

In the springtime the farmers plow their 
fields and there's these dark lumps of clay 
left-100 yards, 200 yards, 600 yards! I'll 
stand there looking at these dark clumps at 
different ranges, and start blasting. Youtl be 
amazed how often a guy can just level a six-
inch .44 and start dusting these clumps of 
dirt. I'm not talking one out of 20 shots, I'm 
talking five out of six shots. 

Some of the specialty shots I've made, 
well, this is not bragging because I'm as 
excited about it as anybody, more so. I wasn't 
being irresponsible, I was executing shots 
I've made in practice situations hundreds of 
times over. 

I was on horseback going through a dump 
and I had my six-inch 29 in a Lawman rig. 
This coyote took off out of the dump. By the · 
time I maneuvered the horse through some 
saplings, he had a 100 yard headstart. 

I got that horse going as fast as he could 
possibly run, stretching out like Sea Biscuit 
in the final furlong. That coyote was running 
for his life as fast as any four legs could ever 
carry a dog. At full gallop, at about 80 yards, 
that coyote started swinging to the left. I 
drew that 29 and threw a shot at that dog. 

I shot him right through the heart. I 
couldn't believe my eyes! I had two guys with 
me, and they couldn't believe their eyes. 
Rolled that coyote! It was the most fantastic 
shot you could ever fathom. 

That same day we were headed back to the 
house up a lane and a woodchuck ran up an 
oak tree, about 25 feet up. I was reining my 
horse around, the horse reared up on its hind 
legs a la Hopalong Cassidy and over my right 
shoulder I leaned back, and blew that wood
chuck's head right off. No sights, just 
instinctive pointing. 

Another time I was deer hunting with my 
buddies in a swamp. A buck had gone up 
between us out of the cat-tails. I never got a 
good sight-picture on him. I had my four
inch 629 out and the buck finally came up out 
of the reeds at 250 yards at a slow canter. Just 
before he got to the thorn apples I covered up 
his nose with the red front ramp and touched 
it off, and shot him right through the neck. At 
250 yards, trotting! One shot- bang! -a .30-
06 with a scope wouldn't have done ya any 
better. 

My cousin saw me do that. 
I was so fortunate to correspond with 

Elmer Keith before he died and I told him 
about some of my shots and he told me about 
some of his shots and how we don't really 
expect anyone to believe them and how we 
don't really care. And that's the bottom line. 
I've got witnesses to most of these shots, and 
they'll shake their heads and tell you, "Yeah, I 
don't know how, but I saw it." It is 
unbelievable. 
AH: You've done a lot of handgun hunting. 
What is the attraction of handgun hunting? 
TN: Well, primarily I'm a bow hunter. The 
intimacy of flexing your more serious preda
torship in a close-range encounter is the most 
thrilling. I've been bow hunting all my life. I 
was shooting a bow when I was 7-years-old 
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in 1955. 
To get that close to an animal is the ulti

mate. I love my long-range .270 shootin' and 
7mm shootin', but the handgun is such a neat 
tool. It has been touted as being a short-range 
weapon for so long-unjustifiably so-that I 
get a big kick out of getting real close. 

To use a gun like that, to use a weapon 
design that you really enjoy shooting, in a 
hunting situation is just another thrill. I do 
most of my small game hunting with a hand
gun, from flying game to rabbits and squir
rels. I've always used my Model 17 Smith on 
squirrels and I can shoot as many as anybody 
with a shotgun can shoot. I've always used 
my . 44s for rabbits and stuff. I use that sil
houette load, the 210 grain, and it just 
punches holes through the critters so it 
doesn't damage any meat. It keeps your eyes 
sharp. 

Plus handgun hunting gives you another 
excuse to shoot a handgun, and anytime I can 
shoot a handgun is good for me. 
AH: Whats your favorite handgun hunting 
weapon? 
TN: Smith and Wesson Model 29or629, six
inch barrel, with factory Remington 240 
grain either jacketed hollowpoints or jack
eted soft points. Soft points where more pen
etration is desirable and I use it for everything 
from rabbits to elk. 

I've killed an awful lot of deer with my 
Smiths. I've killed deer with my two-inch 
snub 29 and a lot with the four-inch 29 and the 
six-inch and I've got an eight-inch with a 
scope on it. I have the 29 silhouette gun with 
the adjustable front sights. They're all beau
tifully accurate and they're all fun to shoot. 
They're all capable. 

The .44 Magnum is certainly a capable 
round. I hear a lot of controversy even 
amongst the shooters ourselves about 
whether the handgun should be a hunting tool 
or not. And whether an open sight handgun 
should be a hunting tool or not. My open 

sight handgun is capable of long range 
accuracy whenever I do my part. 
AH: Do you prefer iron sights or . .. 
TN: I prefer iron sights. I've got a scope on 
my eight-inch 29 and when you have a rest or 
the time and conditions to utilize a scope
and it takes a little more time, but not much -
it's beautifully accurate, but so are the open 
sights. I have no problem with the open 
sights. At long range the front ramp generally 
obliterates your target where you literally 
have to cover up a deer-sized target over 150 
yards. Again, you learn what a sight picture 
looks like and it works. 

It works, believe me it works. My freezer 
is my guide! 
AH: What do you think of the powerful sin
gle-shots ? 
TN: I've shot my .375 JDJ on the target 
range, but I haven't used it to hunt with yet. 
They're obviously wonderfully designed for 
taking large game. I mean , all you have to do 
is read ofJ.D.'s exploits (J .D. Jones) or any of 
a number of the many, many kills made with 
the weapons to realize that his 6mm is won
derful , the .375, the .411 and all the different 
ones. 

I've seen a .460 one time, a .460 handgun, 
(laughs) which I think is real cute! I'd love to 
get a Casull, a .454, and I expect I will. But I 
think a .44 Magnum will take anything in 
North America-no problem. Right up to 
and including grizzly bears-no problem. 
AH: Do you think the single-shot handcan
nons with 14-inch barrels and high power 
scopes are big handguns or small rifles ? 
TN: They're big handguns, there's no ques
tion about it. I know Ross Seyfried wouldn't 
agree, but of course they're handguns. It 
doesn't have to be a revolver to be a handgun, 
anything you hold in your hand is a handgun . 

I don't see why we have to argue with 
ballistic accomplishments and pretend they 
didn't happen. When Bob Milek dusts an 
antelope at 300 yards with his 7mm Bench 

( 11TEllHTIDHL 
Be a full-fledged member of IHMSA for only $ 20 per year. 

I 
I 
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I 
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II ~ METALLIC 
SILHOUETTE 

"- ISSOCllTIDI IHMSA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Membership in IHMSA is $ 20 per year. which includes an attract ive membership and classificat ion 

card. a handsome patc h which is the off ic ial emblem. a set of scale templates for making fu l l-size of· 
ficial silhouette targets , and a subscription to The Silhouette. the official publi cation of IHMSA. which 
contains the rules. a sc hedule of match dates and resu lt s from all over the country. Your membership 
kit will be ma iled first class together with a current copy of The Silhouette the same day your ap· 
plication is received . 

--------------------------
If this is a renewal. put your IHMSA number her.,_ ____ _ 

Name _____ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ________ _ _ _ _ 

Address _ _ ___ ___ _ __________________ _ 

City _ _ _ _ _ ________ _ State _ ____ Z1p _____ _ 

Mail this coupon with check for $20 made out to: 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I I HMSA • Box 1609 Idaho Falls, Idaho 83401 I 
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CHECKER • CUSTOMIZE • ACCURIZE • 
- SPDRTERIZE •BLUE AND BROWN• RELOAD• 

• BASIC AND MASTER GUN REPAIR • 
PLUS MUCH. MUCH MOREi 

LEARN EVERYTHING YOU'LL NEED TO KNOW TO 
GET YOU STARTED IN THE CAREER YOU WANT! 
LIFETIME CONSULTATION SERVICE AT NO COST. 

BE A SUCCESSFUL GUN PRO! 

OVER 40,000 STUDENTS SINCE 1946 

Send for FREE FACTS or call 602-990-8346 

Please RUSH f REE facts on how I can become a proless1onal gunsmith 
the QUICK easy home study way NoOblrga11on No sa'esman w11 call 
CHECK FOR VA 01 GI 0 ACTIVE 0 REl lREO 

NAM E AGE 

A DDRESS 

C IT Y STATE Z IP 

MODERN GUN REPAIR SCHOOL dept MF97 
L 2~ N .!!!!!. S!..:_!!o~31!.:!H!!!!X £..85~ _J 

I 
I 

Mail today to reserve your Fall issue. 

I NAME - - ------------

I ADDRESS------ -------

I 
I CITY -------------~ 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I STATE ZIP I 
I~ so2-1091h I 
I ' Sidney I 
~ ______ -~ __ ~b~a~: ~1~0..J 
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Royal
Class Rings & 
Bases from Millett 
Strong as only steel can be, light weight 
thanks to our heavily sculpted thin-line 
design, and distinguished good looks 
due to our superior fit and finish. These 
qualities set MILLETT RINGS & BASES 
apart from all others. And that means 
reliable in-field performance, where you 
need MILLETT stability to meet the 
challenge of royal elk and wily coyote 
alike! 

From Angle-Loe "' Scope Rings for 
~aver-type bases to standard or 
engraved rings for virtually any rifle 
made (now including Ruger M77), 
MILLETT RINGS & BASES are Royal
Class. From $26.95 to $39.95 for rings, 
bases $20.95 per set. DEALER 
INQUIRIES INVITED. 
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Rest, he did it didn't he? When Ross dumps a 
Cape buffalo with his .45 Long Colt Express 
Gonzo load, he did it - the buffalo's dead . 

Let's just shut-up and take it for what it is. 
All this in-bickering is just . . . all it does is 
just complicate our cause. I don't think we 
should promote that. Look, this bullet will do 
its job because, look, here's a big dead thing. 
It did it. Case closed. 
AH: What's your advice to a handgun hunter 
who's just starting out? 
TN: Get yourself a .44 Magnum and shoot 
the hell out of it! If you know a gunsmith who 
can tune your action for you and give you a 
nice, light trigger, do it. The trigger is THE 
most important thing for accurate shooting, 
especially beyond 50 yards. And get out there 
and do it! Get out and do it and have a good 
time, that's the name of the game. 

No offense to my fellow shooters, but wait 
till you kill a deer with a bow and arrow. 
That's the kick, that's the real thrill! Anytime 
you can intensify the intimacy of a hunting 
situation, the thrill is accelerated accordingly. 
AH: What's your favorite type of handgun 
hunting? 
TN: Deer. They're a wonderful game ani
mal, extremely bright and extremely plen
tiful. I personally don't know what my life 
would be like without whitetail deer. I hunt 
every day of the season. I don't work between 
September and January because I hunt every 
single day. 

Hunting is not just sport or recreation with 
me, it's my life-style. That's all we eat in the 
Nugent house, what I kill. It's real, real 
special. 
AH: Let's play a word association game. I'll 
say a word and you say the first thing that 
pops into your mind. 
TN: Okay. 
AH: Colt. 
TN: Equality. God made men, but Sam Colt 
made 'em equal. 
AH: Smith and Wesson. 
TN: My favorite, Model 29, six-inch, blue. 
Confidence on my hip. 
AH: Africa. 
TN: The old days. I went to Africa in '78 and 
had a wonderful safari and I can't wait to go 
back. I think it's the next notch in the stock of 
encroachment of civilization. Damn shame. 
AH: Ted Kennedy. 
TN: (pauses) Enemy. 
AH: Saturday night special. 
TN: No such thing. 
AH: Beretta. 
TN: My best friend (laughs). 
AH: Handgun hunting. 
TN: Escape. 
AH: Alaska. 
TN: Seventy-inch moose. A dream hunting 
field . 
AH: Elmer Keith. 
TN: Father of the forty-four. My kinda guy. 
AH: Charles Askins. 
TN: Say that one again now. 
AH: Charles Askins. 
TN: Oh, the colonel. Pistolero. 
AH: Gun control. 
TN: Ridiculous (pauses) we don't need any 
gun control. The best gun control there is is 

Herrett's 
Walnut Stocks. 

For exceptional control 
and appearance. From your 

dealer or direct from Herrett's. 
1-800-635-9334. 
VISA and MC. 

Com.at Master 
S!T'OOll\ l~e l~e °' skip Chockered. 

~·==-
e]icrrctt:S ~ $32.50 
~ ~I.Dr+~· ~1pa1d 

Catalog $1. Box 741-H9. Twin Falls, Idaho 83301 

EXTENDED SAFETY 
Positive sale!y operatoo with no more 
iumt>les" Rounded coiners e~mma1e 
snagging oo holsters or clo!h1ng Stmple 
installation 

COMBAT MAGAZINE 
RELEASE 
Sculptured magazine 1elease will not 
snag or release accidentally Designed 
for Browning Hi-Power and Colt autos 
Easy to install jus1 dnll and tap one 

ho• 
' 21 " 

·~-IOl' S IOI 

EXTENDED SLIDE RELEASE 
Release sllde w1thoul sh1!11119 grip. 
speeds reloading when yoo ·run dry" 
Specialty designed lor !he Hi-Power, 
simply replaces standard release 

53895 

PLEASE NOTE ... 

AMBIDEXTROUS COMBAT 
SAFETY 
Now right or left hand safety operation 
tor lhe H1·Power Exclusive design wi ll 
positively lit and work Practically 
1ndestruc1able and guaran1eed against 
breakage. 

Reduces fell trigger puN !Of bene1 
control Exclusive design is belter than 
a tngger shoe. w11J no1 snag holster on 
drawer inse11ion Simple 1nstalla1ion 
also eliminates magazrne safety 

COMMANDER STYLE 
HAMMER 

s349s 

Combines the best features cl all past 
and present Browning hammers in a 
fully machined. heat trea ted hammer. 
Short spur design will no1 btte web o! 
hand and is less prone to snag When 
mstalted with 001 spuog k11. will reduce 
1ngger pull Musi be fitted by a 
compe1ent gunsmith 

' 39" 
hnsta.':l!llDf\-- IOl' Sl(l> 

STAINLESS STEEL 
MAGAZINE 
Genuine stainless steel magazine with 
leed lips cus1om reshaped to feed 
properly 

s349s 

AH prices are tor blued parts. stainless hmsh ts available at S 10 erna per part 

H1 Powers guaranteed to feed ~ types of factory ammo mcludmg 

hollow points and Silver hps Please call for details 

Extensive combat modif ications are avai lable! Please 
send $3 ($6 outside USA) for ou r complete catalog . 

TO ORDER 
Send Money Orde1 or Cash1er"s Check only MasterCardMsa orders welcomed. 
please supply complele ca1d 111to1ma1ion 11"1Clud1ng exporatlOO date Sorry no COD 
orders Phone orders accepted for credit cards only AH orders please add $2 50 
for UPS in the coneinen1a1 US Alaska Hawa11 ancl Canada. ptease add S6 00 per 
order Please rurmshstree1 addfess for dekvery 

I 
CYLINDER & SLIDE SHOP, INC. 
P.O. Box 937 
Fremont, NE 68025 
Ph.: (402) 721-4277 
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INTERNATIONAL SHOOTISTS INC. 

"LIFE WITHOUT FEAR" .. . .. G 
" 

$10.95 
Soft Cover 

$16.95 
Hard Cover 

$24.95Hard. 
Autographed 
and Numbered 

World champion handgun shooters Mickey 
Fowler and Mike Dalton teach you how and 

when to shoot. Enhance your ability to 
survive. Areas covered: safety • marksmanship 

tactics • legal • women • technique • crime 
guns and equipment. ammunition .150 photos. 

1lili DRY-FIRE KITS tili 
PRACTICE AT HOME 

IMPROVE YOUR SKILLS-$3.95 
Add $2.00 per book or $1.00 per kit. Money order. 

Visa and MasterCard shipped immediately. 
Personal checks allow 3 weeks for delivery. 

CA residents add 6 '12% sales tax. 

CLASSES FORMING 
Courses in both self-defense or competition are 

available. These international experts and Combat 
Masters will teach you to fire fast controlled shots. 

with the mental conditioning to obtain pin -point 
accuracy. and fulfill your personal goals! 

Send $2.00 for complete 12 page 
Brochure and Information Packet to: 

"'"""°'". ''°""" •C. 
DEPARTMENT A.H. 

P.O. BOX 5254 MISSION HILLS, CA 91345 

DUNK-KIT 
THE FAST, EASY WAY TO 

CLEAN YOUR GUN!! 

Dunk-Kit cleans out malfunction causing c;..;d 
ond fouling. 

Dunk-Kil cleans. lubricates and displaces 
moisture all In one easy operation. 
Dunk-Kit is reusable and should last for 
years. 

Dunk-Kit loosens light leading allowing it to 
be brushed out of bores. 
Dunk-Kit is also Ideal for cleaning and 
protecting small parts. reels. cycle chains 
or almost anything. 

• Dunk-Kit is available in % gal.. 1% gal. and 
large 4 gal. sizes. 

• Ounce for ounce. Dunk-Kit is the least 
expensive cleaner on the market. 

Send $3 ($6 ou!side USA) lor more lnlormatioo on Dunk-kit and o 
complete catalog or cuslom handgun modilicatiOns and ports. 

CYLINDER & SLIDE SHOP, INC. 
P.O. Box 937 
Fremont, NE 68025 
Ph.: (402) 721-4277 

Mag-Na-Porting a forty-four. 
AH: San Ysidro. 
TN: That's the McDonald's Boogie, isn't it? 
Where were the good guys with guns? 

Where were the good guys? 
AH: Bernie Goetz. 
TN: My hero! A perfect example of justice 
now. Not waiting, not procedure, not ascer
taining if they carried the screw-drivers for 
ill intent - justice now. 

On my last album I thanked my producers 
and I thanked my friends and I thanked Ber
nie Goetz. Here's a situation where recidi
vism, in our face, in the face of the subway 
users, got a rude awakening by the way you 
force scum-for this one instant-to realize: 
Crime is not going to pay. Try this ammo on 
for size! 

And I feel that what Bernie did should 
happen with regularity. It should happen 
somewhere every day. Because after about 
20 days of people standing up and stopping 
crime right now-not calling for help, not 
bending over, not turning the other cheek
come up shooting. Crime would cease to 
exist as we know it today. 

The criminals of America know one sim
ple truism-crime pays. You're not going to 
meet resistance, so go ahead. Don't get a job, 
just knock over some poor sniveling wimp. 
That's the law of the street. 

But Bernie woke a few of em up, one day. 
If only society hadn't confused the issue, Ber
nie would have been carrying something bet
ter than rabbit ammo and he wouldn't have 
had to wound anybody. He could've shot 'em 
all dead. And that would 1111111!19-
have been even better. ~ 

ACCURATE ARMS #5 
Co11ti11ued from page 36 

The SAAMI maximum product average 
pressure for the .38 Super +P is 35,700 
C.U.P. (copper units) and prudence dictates 
that there be a safety margin. Most 
authorities agree that loads should not exceed 
95 % of SAAMI's maximum and my loads do 
not exceed 85 % . Plenty of safety there, but it 
is still important to remember that there are 
variations in guns and all loads should be 
worked up carefully. It is also important to 
note that my test gun has Wilson's fully
supported-chamber-barrel and shooters with 
conventional barrels should use even more 
caution. If W-W .38 Auto brass shows any 
sign of bulging, switch to Remington .38 
Super cases. 

Using the same components I find that a 
charge of 5.0 gr. makes an excellent practice 
load with either bullet. It is also an ideal 
starting point for working up loads for your 
gun. The pressure tested loads should be 
·considered near maximum and treated with 
due caution. 

The down side is that Accurate Arms 
powders are relatively new and a lot of deal
ers may not have them. Of course, Accurate 
Arms will be tickled to sell your dealer some 
and they also have a booklet of loading data 
that covers the use of all their powders in a 
variety of handgun and rifle car- 1111111!19-
tridges. It's free for the asking. ~ 
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1/3 MOON CLIPS 

Use .45 acp ammo in place ol .45 auto rim. For 
Colt 17. S&W 25 and S&W 55 revolvers . 
Allows storage in ammo belts & std. bOxes. 
Reusable indefinitely. For a FREE sample, 
send a sell-addressed. stamped envelope. 
(We now make full-moon clips.) 
Clip Prices: 25 for $4.99: 50 for $8.99 ppd. 

RANCH PRODUCTS. PO. Box 145. Malinta. OHIO 4JS JS 

!flRING 
I ··~. , ~l~U,LATOR 
j /~,, 

I ii' 

INSTALLS EASILY 
RAPID FIRE TIMING 
DRAW FROM HOLSTER 
C02 or COMPRESSED AIR 
CYCLES SLIDE AND RECOILS 
INEXPENSIVE, 80 SHOTS 1 CENT 
OVERCOME FLINCH, TRIGGER JERK 
15 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
PRACTICE TRIGGER CONTROL 

& FOLLOW THROUGH Pu0~·~:1~Zy 

SIMULATOR for std .. 45 (you supply C02) . $120.00 
SIMULATOR w/C02regulalor, tso PSI ... $156.00 
SIMULATOR w/reg . & full C02 bollle . . . . $236.00 
"This system is a must for anyone serious about 
improving their 'defensive ' or competition ' pistol 
skills .·· Mickey Fowler & Mike Dalton International 
Shootists Inc. 

,.uvANC~~ 

f' , -,cr.r- ADVANCED .45 TECHNOLOGY 
. '( Dept. AH 

.45 _;) 1031 Elder Slreel . Oxnard. CA 9~030 
:to G°" 

-l'cnNoLO INC. (805) 485·0113 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

COMPETITION 
SHOTGUNS 

The ultimate in 
dependable firepower! 

Tanks Rifle Shop 
offers U.S.P.S.A. 
and l.P.S.C. 
competition proven 
conversions of: 
•REMINGTON 1100 
•REMINGTON 870 
•BROWNING AUTO 5 
•HKBENELLI 

• For more information. send $2 for our 
complete illustrated price list. 

Competition-proven, match grade 
modifications for MIA/M-14 rifles also 
available. AU work performed by Jon 
Tank, USAMU and Rock Island Armory 
trained specialist . 

• 
~q-..!!! .... !:"'d"~~~=--
RIFLE SHOP 
P.O.Box937 
Fremont NE 68025 
Ph: (402)'721-4277 
M-F 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM CT 
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203 204 206 

Send $2 00 for our NEW Catalog of Custom Handgun 
Accessories Refundable with first order To order 
call (818) 956-6010. We accept MasterCard / Visa 

'itNOS • KING 'S GUN WORKS, INC. 
"""M' 1837W. Glenoaks Blvd. Glendale, CA 91201 

M1111 Money 11111111 In 1t11re Time. 
NI P1'1VlaUI Elllll"llllCI Nledld. 

LEARN GUN 
REPAIR! 

• Your Jove of guns and shoolmg can lead 10 an 
exciting career opportunity! Let leading Arms 
Experts train you tor a career in gun repair. Fed. 
Gun Law permits licensed trainees to sell arms. 
ammo without inventory. We show you how to 
save up to 25% and more on line guns. accesso-

:~~~:~~w~~~s~ ~~~-~:~. ~ l~=fa~f~ 
about Gun Repair and how we can train you to be 
agunsm1tl\ 

BECOME AN EXPERT/ Learn: 
•Gun Repair. Customizing. Accurizing • 
Modern & Black Powder Ball islics • Reloading, 
Custom-Ammo Making• Stock Carv ing 
Design, Checkering •Firearms Importing. 

Plus Much, Much More 
ACCREDITED BY THE NATIONAL 

HOME STUDY CDUNCl 
- - - - -SEND FOR FREE FACTS!- - - - -ICS North American School ot Fireanns. Dept. NH077 I 
smcE 1991 925 Oak Street, Scranton. PA 18508 I 

Rush me your free ··Gun-Pro .. Career Ktt--no salesman will visit. I 
Name Age __ I 
Address I 

l City State Zip J 
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COOPER'S GSP .45 
Co11ti1111ed from page 45 

mer-bite." Usually when there is blood in the 
web of the hand, it is caused by abrasion from 
the sharp edge of the grip safety. You can 
spend $70-$100 to have a gunsmith install a 
"ducktail" safety, or you can round off the 
edges with a Dremel tool. The result will be 
the same. 

The basis for the gun is Springfield 
Armory's version of John Browning's master
piece. After the gunsmithing is done, by 
Gunsite's resident gunsmiths Richard (Kit) 
Carson and John Mahan, the piece is finished 
in non-reflective black. 

The Gunsite Service Pistol has everything 
you need on a personal defense weapon. It 
also has nothing you don't need. 

For example, there is no ambidextrous or 
extended slide release. It's not just that it is a 
bad tactic to let your gun go dry. Thanks to 
the miracle of electronic timers, we can now 
prove what we suspected all along: there is 
no speed advantage in using an extended 
release. An extended slide release can inter
fere with holstering. It can lock the gun open 
when it shouldn't (if you bump it), and it can 
keep the gun from locking open when it 
should (if you rest either thumb on it). You 
can see why there is no such thing on the GSP 

The magazine release is not enlarged. In a 
one-pound, steel-lined, groin-covering 
"competition" holster, there is no problem, 
but in a practical holster, like a Sparks or 
Nelson Summer Special, it is too easy to 
release the magazine accidentally. 

There is no "recoil reducer." The best 
recoil reducer is still a Weaver stance with the 
support elbow bent down toward the ground. 
Action shooting competitions have become 
obsessed with putting two hits on all targets, 
even when there are 4 or 5 or 6 targets. 
Muzzle compensators and barrel weights 
(combined with light loads) are useful in that 
artificial context, but they are not worth their 
cost in money and weight on a serious gun. 

The GSP is not stainless. On this point, 
Cooper may have been influenced by his own 
environment. Rust in Arizona is about as 
common as polar bears. On the other hand, 
he recently carried his own GSP in Colombia 
for a month, with .no evidence of rust. We 
probably make too big a deal out of rust
proofing our guns. 

There are no fancy stocks. There are no 
holes drilled in the trigger. There are no 
chrome-plated mudflaps, no foxtails on the 
antenna, and no flames painted on the sides. 

The GSP is not a "custom" pistol. The only 
·options are the left-hand safety mentioned 
above, and pinning the grip safety, if you need 
that modification. (No, the gun won't go off 
by itself. The Browning P35, the Star PD, the 
Detonics, and many other pistols do not have 
grip safeties, and they are no less safe as a 
result.) 

At such time as some manufacturer pro
duces a pistol with decent sights and trigger, 
with parts that don't fall off or tear up the 

ALLOW 12 TO 16 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 

ERNIE HILL 
SPEED LEATHER 

.. Featuring the new Fender Model 666F. Four 
angle options for perfect gun position. Colt 
Govt . & Comp models: 5 " . 51/2", 6 ". 6'h", 7" . New 
Fender revolver holsters: 4", 6", 6'12 ", 7". 

666UE Std . 1-piece design. 
666F New 2-Piece Fender Model. 
666F S&W K·L·N Stock guns. 
666F S&W K-l-N PPC & Bianchi. 
Single Adj. Pouch. 
Double Mag. Pouch, 3 angles. 
Double Mag. Pouch, Adj . angle. 
Triple Mag. Pouch Fender model. 
Double & Triple Speed Loader Pouches. 
Comp. Belt. steel lined wlstitch. 
Umberger Shooter Bags & Pistol Cases. 

CALL 
FOR 
NEW 
PRICES 

24HR. SHIPPING-FREIGHT PAID 
480RIG. 

MAIL CERTIFIED FUNDS WITH ORDER OR 
CALL FOR COD'S. 501-561-3540 OPEN 
EVENINGS FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE TIL 
10pm CST ASK ABOUT OUR CUSTOM 
GUNSMITHING, COMPETITION PROVEN 
WITH 26YRS. EXP. AUTO'S, REVOLVERS, 
RIFLES, & SILHOUETTE. 

HANDGUNS LTD 
909 BENTON ST. 

MANILA, AR 72442 

Fill a primer tube with 100 
primers in seconds! Adjustable 
gate prevents upside down 
primers. A must for progressive 
machines like Dillon, Star, C.H. 
etc. Comes with three tubes and 
tube rack. Requires two AA bat· 
teries. Model L for large primers, 
model S for small. $39.95. Extra 
tubes , specify large or small $1.50 

If your dealer does not stock, phone 

17151229-2146, use MasterCard or Visa. Send $2 
for C·H catalog, get $3 back on first direct 
order over $25 

C-H TOOL & DIE CORPORATION 
Dept AH. 106 North Harding Street 

Owen, Wisc onsin 54460 
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METAL 
FINISHING PRODUCTS 

Buffers, Belt Grinders , Band 
Saws, Buffs , Compounds , Abrasive 

Belts , Micarta , Exotic Woods, Books, 
Blades, Rivets , Pinning Materials, Bar 
Stock , K & G Bluing Salts , Ivory , 440C 

and Turkish Damascus . 

P.O . Box 13522 
Arlington , TX 76013 
Phone 817/274-1282 

KNIFE & GUN 
FINISHING SUPPLIES 
• .Pl'a 
I 1 .a .. 

#1245 

California 
Challenger 
Many new products 
for practical pistol 
shooters and law 
enforcement. Send 
S 1.00 for current 
catalog. 

Pat.Pend ~ 

VISA or MasterCharge Accepted. 

f,P~ Davis Leather Company 
3930 Valley Blvd. Unit F 

,a 1 Walnut , CA 91789 (714) 598·5620 

CALIFORNIA GRIP 
A BETTER MOUNT FOR BETTER SHOOTERS 

* CAL GRIPS FITS S&W MODEL 
52 AND 39 & 59 SERIES 

$75.00 

NEW * 1 INCH RING TOP PLATE 
FOR AIMPOINT 2000 & ARMSON OEG 
NO RINGS TO BUY $15 EXTRA. 

$75.00 

* S&W MODEL 41 
TOP RAIL MOUNT 
LONG OR SHORT BBL 

$45.00 
RAIL COVERS FRONT 
AND REAR SIGHTS 

* HIGH STANDARD VICTOR 
TOP RAIL MOUNT 

$45.00 

NEW * CAL GRIP FITS 
RUGER MK I & II 
FITS NEWER SLIDE 
RELEASE MODELS 

$75.00 
H./.S. $3.00 on each item 

shooter's hands, then Cooper will happily get 
out of the gun business. 

This is a gun for saving your life, not 
impressing your friends . If you wear $95 
jeans embroidered with the names of Italian 
designers of indeterminate sex, then you 
won't like the GSP Let me suggest something 
in a shiny two-tone, with sharp corners and 
lovely pearl stocks. If your jeans say "Levi" 
or "Wrangler"; if you want a gun that goes 
bang when it should and hits where it should; 
if you want a hard-hitting, heavy-duty pistol 
to carry for the serious business of self-
defense, check out the Gunsite ......_ 
Service Pistol. ~ 

GSP List Of Features 
High visibility fixed sights 

- plain black 
- na sharp edges or corners 

Trigger job, 4 pounds, crisp 
Barrel throated, feed ramp polished 
Extractor tuned 
Extended thumb safety 
Oversize solid bushing 
Hammer bobbed 
Grip safety "dehorned" 
Firing pin stop fitted tight 
Matte-black finish 

Immediate delivery. Price dependent on 
component parts; $575 as of 2/ 87. 

Gunsite Service Pistol 
P.O. Box 451-M 

Paulden, AZ 86334 
(602) 636-4104 

CONVERSATION 
Co111i1111ed from page 26 

Lightweight Commander they'll be mature 
enough to be safe. 
JW: What would you recommend to a com
plete novice? 
BW: You shouldn't have a handgun for self
defense unless you're willing to spend the 
time necessary to learn how to use it. Even if 
you have no interest in sport shooting, you 
still need some education on how to use it and 
you should go out and shoot it for familiariza
tion every few months. So for the complete 
novice or someone who isn't otherwise inter
ested in guns, I'd recommend a pump riot 
shotgun. It's the most forgiving weapon for 
the inexperienced shooter and you can keep 
the chamber empty the same as an automatic 
handgun. 

It's not something your kid can pick up and 
shoot somebody with, penetration is minimal 
so you're not likely to accidentally kill some
body in the house across the yard, and every
one's watched enough TV to know the sound 
of shuckin' a round into the chamber of a 
pump shotgun. I'm sure there have been lots 
of instances where a shooting ·was averted 
just by that sound. If you were trying to break 
into someone's house and you heard that 
sound, I'll bet you'd change your , 
mind. 
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RWS-High Quality 
Rimfire Cartridges 
for Match Shooting 
and Hunting. 
The development of high quality, 
accurate ammunition for the small
bore shooter is synonymous with 
the history of RWS. 
As long ago as the 1920's RWS 
had embarked on a program of 
research and development which 
was to earn the company the re
spect of competition shooters and 
hunters alike throughout the world. 
Decade after decade an unfailing 
commitment to design refinements, 
improved production techniques, 
and accuracy testing-today en
ables RWS to offer the U.S. Shoot
er one of the most complete selec
tions of proven Rimfire Cartridges. 
See your dealer, talk to him about 
RWS, pick up a box of RWS Rim
fire Cartridges and put them to 
the test. We' re sure you won't be 
disappointed. 

RWS RIMFIRE CARTRIDGES 

For NEW 1987 "PRECISION PRODUCTS" 
Catalog, send $2. for 1st class, or $1. for 
3rd class delivery to: 

DYNAMIT NOBEL OF AMERICA INC. 
105 STONEHURST COURT, NORTHVALE, N J 07647 
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NDGUNS • RIFLES • SHC 
rGUNS • RIFLES • HANDGL 

S • SHOTGUNS • RIFLES • H 
BOWEN REDHAWK 
Co11ti1111ed from page 44 

• RIFLES• SHOTGU loadings. That's where the .45 L. C. comes in. 
IFLES •SH The .45 Long Colt is a blocx:l-relative of 

the .44 Magnum; they are both about the 
same caliber and, depending on your choice 
of bullets, the pill that comes out of the 
muzzle can also weigh the same. The big 
difference is the powder charge, and that 
translates to less muzzle velocity for the .45 
Long Colt: 800-1,200 fps forthe .45 L.C. vs. 
850-1 ,390 fps forthe .44 Magnum. Not a lot, 
but enough to make the .45 L. C. a pleasure to 
shoot when you want to see dust fly down 
range without loosening the fillings in your 
teeth. 

We all know that talk is cheap and opinions 
are a dime a dozen. What really counts is how 
a gun feels and how it shoots. So with a 
supply of ammo donated by Jim Davis Guns 
of Reseda, California, we set out for some 
open-air shooting. 

Right up front, the BCA .45 L. C. feels and 
handles like a Ruger .44 Magnum, except for 
a few less obvious changes which become 
apparent when you pick the gun up. The 
addition of a round-butt conversion and a set 
of over-sized custom walnut grips gives the 
gun a feel and balance that lets you know you 
have something special in your hand. And 
when the action is worked a few times, you 
can hear the quality of Bowen's work as the 
trigger, the hammer and cylinder all move 
together in finely-tuned harmony. Some guns 

"STRESSFIRE" 

#60 TK ROADRUN· 
NER HOLSTER FOR 
COLT GDV'T MODEL. 
COMMANDER. AND 
BROWNING HP 

MILT SPABKS 
BOX 187, DEPT. A" * IDAHO CITY, IDAHO 83631 * 

(208) 392-6695 

HANDCRAFTED HOLSTERS 
AND BELTS FOR SERIOUS 
HANDGUNNERS, 
FEATURING PRACTICAL 
DESIGNS FOR 
COMPETITION AND 
CONCEALMENT. 

SEND $2.00 FOR OUR 
BROCHURE. 

At lastl The first volume of Massad Ayoob's long awaited series on "Gunfighting for Police: 
Advanced Tactics and Techniques.'' 
" STAESSFIAE" is the result of Ayoob's years of research about what actually happens in 
gunfights. 
Learn how stress and adrenalin affect the mind and body, ruining conventional shooting 
techniques under pressure ... and how new techniques actually feed off that pressure to 
make you perform better under stress! 

$9.95 

"THE STREET SMART GUN BOOK" 
At last, master gunfighting tactician John Farnam gives his formula for shooting survival. One 
of the top national instructors. John covers gun and holster selections and gives intensive 
advice on use of ~over, movement. mental awareness and preparation, and the TACTICS for 
winning a gun duel. 

$11.95 
Plus $2.00 postage and handling 

MCNISA IS ACCEPTED 

--------------POLICE BOOKSHELF P.O. Box 122, Concord, N.H. 03301-------------

STRESSFIRE $9.95 __ 

THE STREET SMART GUN BOOK $11.95--
Shipping and handling 

TOTAL ENCLOSED 
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$2.00 __ 

Name _____ __________________ _ 

Street _______________________ _ 

City ________________________ _ 

State _ _________ Zip _ ____________ _ 
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MINI e 
SIGHT 

ADJUSTABLE 
PRECISION SIGHTING 
- COMPACT SIZE -

Only $49.99 
IDEAL FOR POCKET 
PISTOLS AND MANY 

LARGE FRAME AUTOS 

MINIATURE MACHINE CO. 

210 E. Poplar St. - Deming, NM 88030 

(505) 546-2151 

~-~""" For Autos and Revolvers 
with barrel lengths up 

to 6 inches. 
Typically MTM -

functional, long lived and 
affordable! See the 806 at your 

MTM Dealer's. 
(Add $2.00 for postage and handling if ordering from MTM.) 

li1tli1 Molded Products Company 
P.O. Box 14117 • Dayton, Ohio 45414 

- R9Steel. 

• GUN SAFES 
• HOME SAFES 
• FIRE SAFES 
• GOLDENROD 

DEHUMIDIFIERS 

GUARANTEED 
LOWEST PRICE! 

1-800-222-7233 
A. G. ENGLISH, INC. 

708 S. 12th St. 
Broken Arrow, Ok. 74012 
OK (918) 251-3399 

The CORBIN 
HYDRO-PRESS™ 

World 's most 
advanced press 
for th e hand loader . 
makes jackets, 
bu l lets, reloads, 
lead wire, more . 
The choice of nearly 
al l research labs 
and bul le t makers. 

INFORMATION PACK 

VISA / MC WELCOME! 
503·826-5211 

$1 .00 

Oft!ftlN P.O. BOX 2659 
•• I WHITE CITY, OR 97503 

just sound good when the action is cycled and 
this is one of them. 

After admiring the gun and passing it back 
and forth to a few curious onlookers, six 
rounds were dropped into the classic, over
sized Ruger cylinder and a distant rock was 
chosen for the first shots of the test. Unlike 
the characteristic jump of a .44 Magnum, the 
converted Bowen gun rolls back in the hand 
in a pleasant and controllable manner. After a 
couple dozen shots it became clear why the 
.45 L.C. is such a popular load and why it 
refuses to go away. With the added weight of 
the over-built Ruger frame, shooting this big
bore beauty was actually fun . 

Next came the accuracy test. Breaking 
rocks is one thing, but laying groups on paper 
with scoring rings is where the rubber meets 
the road. After all, Bowen is a sports shooter 
and he says he built the gun as much for 
hunting as anything else. 

A standard NRA pistol target was set up at 
25 yards and, after a couple of sighting-in 
shots, all groups were kept in the black. Still 
not satisfied, we set up another clean target 
and laid in five more shots from a makeshift 
counter top. In spite of the roar of the muzzle 
blast and the effects of recoil induced by 
using factory ammo, the resultant group was 
confined nicely to the ten-ring. Not bad for 
such a heavy-hitter. 

In all honesty, the BCA .45 L. C. was such 
a delight to shoot, the remainder of the test 
eroded into a shooter's free-for-all. We 
finished the afternoon off by shooting at all 
manner of targets of opportunity (i.e., 
numerous boulders, hillsides and stumps) 
until the ammo ran out. With a little more 
fodder for Bowen's friendly cannon, we no 
doubt would have stayed not long enough to 
test the effects of muzzle blast at night. 

Bowen has proven his point. He knows 
how to make a gun and make it well. For his 
.45 L.C. conversion, he uses a Douglas 
sleeve inside the drilled out factory barrel. A 
specially made one-piece barrel could have 
been used, but after much thought, Bowen 
decided that a quality sleeve would allow him 
to use a proven grade of barrel with mini
mum turn around time, and at a more reason
able price to the customer with no loss of 
accuracy. 

Ordinarily, the idea of a sleeved barrel 
brings to mind some pretty shoddy images of 
less than perfect examples of this technique, 
but Bowen does' a lot to dispel this idea. At 
BCA, each sleeve is carefully set and affixed 
with such precision that the seam between the 
sleeve and the barrel is barely visible. In 
many cases the overall quality of the con
verted gun is such that it will probably shoot 
better than before! And as Bowen is fond of 
emphasizing, this is all done with the idea in 
mind that the finished product should not 
jump out and scream at you for attention. 

Bowen also offers a line of services related 
to Ruger modifications, including: single
action models, double-action models, as well 
as rimfire automatics. He can even make you 
up a match-grade PPC revolver on a Ruger or 
S&Wframe. 

If you are looking for the kind of one-on
one service that went out of style with hand-
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JARVIS GUNSMITHING 
JARVIS 

COMPETITION 
• L- FRAM E 

W/MT-2 Mount 
& Jarvis 
L Frame 

Underwerghl 

~$29 
AIM POINT MOUNT ~~so 
• For Bu ll Barrel Rev. shp . 
• f its MK-3 & New 2000 

A1mpo111ts & Scopes 

MT-2 JARVIS L FRAME 
AIMPOINT/SCOPE MOUNT UNDERWEIGHT 
• 6'·, B" 10" ba rrel l frames & • Sltps ove1 barrel tug 

some K & N frame models • Adds 9 oz. under ba1 rel to re-
• Av;ul m blue & silver duce iecoll & muzzle 1ump 
• S & W sights may be used w/ • Ava il. blue or silver 

mount attached Blue $50; Silver S54 + 3.50 SHP 

$35 +3 50 SHP BULL BARRELS FOR S&W 
Available in the White: 
• 4~ . s~ . 6~. 7" Length 
• 1~ or 11;4~ Diameter 
• Slab Side or Round 
• Cal. .38, .44, .45 

Pm Guns/ PPG Guns • 7-in Gas Ported 

""'??~~r=:1•~~·· ~ ~ . Compensator 
".J Kits 

44 18 Larkstone Cr., Orange, CA 92669·(714) 771-1412 
Send Sl.00 for Ca talog of Compet ition Handguns 

ACCURIZING 
. BUSHING 

Replaces Standard TIC Bushing to Tighten 
Barrel to Frame Lock Up. The Adrustable 
Shur-Loe Bushing Improves Accuracy• Red uces 
Headspace • Reduces Vertical Stringing 
• Easy to Instal l. 

$19.95 Pl us Postage & Handling $1.00 
CARONE RESEARCH 

r. . ,1 t9 Fu lton St .. Dansville. N .Y. t44 37 "' J 
iYIS~ (716) 335-5880 t.M.C. 

• Cocked & locked or 
Hammer Down Carry wf 
Anti-Grab Thumbsnap 

• Carries muaJiW1.1 
!l!llH OYe< Camo Gea< 

O< Unde< A Tux. A TRUE URBAN, DESERT. 
FOREST 0< TROPICAL lllllm&.!!li, 

Lined In Goo Leathe<. only $79. 95 
Available Jn Rucldy·Brown plus 5% S&H 

color or N~e-81ack'" . For .. gri Add 20% 
Lett-Hand Shooters- NO EXTRA CHARGE 

Dealers Send 
Ffl Plus SJ.DO 

'I 
CAmE BARON WTHER CO. 
P.O. BOX 100724 Dept. AH-9 
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78201 
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lhis fast paced 60 minute video inchJdes 
features on silhouette shooting, personal 
defense, block powder pistols and much 
more. '1he most infonnotive tape on 
handguns ever!" 

RUSH ORDER FORM 
SPEED LOADER 
PRODUCTIONS 
8316 HANDEL DRIVE 
BUENA PARK. CA. 90621 

D CALIFORNIA HANDGUNNER . . $39.95 
o Basic Guide to Shotguns . . .. $29 .95 
D Basic Guide to Handguns. . . .... . $29.95 
o Packmayr's Sho tgun Hunt ing . . $49.95 
o Packmayr's T rap Shooting ..... $49.95 
o Packmayr's Skeet Shooting ..... . . $49.95 
D Dead ly Weapons . . . ....... . $49.95 
D Combat Pisto l Shoo ting . . . .. $49.95 
o Roc k & Ro ll Mach ine Gun . . . $49.95 
o Roc k & Ro ll Mach ine Gun II . ... $49.95 
o 2nd Chance Combat Shoot $49.95 
D Comba t Shotgu n Shooting . . ...... $49.95 
o Metallic Ca rt ridge Reloading . . .. . . $49.95 
o The Colt .45 Automatic . $39.95 
o Survival Weapons . .. . $39.95 
D The Co lt M-16 Rifle .. . . .. . ...... . $39.95 
D The Remi ngton 870 Pump Sho tgun $39.95 
D The Reming ton 1100 Au to . Shotgun $39.95 
o Survival Equ ipment .. . . .... . .. . . . . $39.95 
o A Gun in the House . . . . .. $39.95 
o Wea pons of the Infantry . . ... . . . . $19.95 
D Basic Marksmanship Auto . Pi sto l .. $19.95 

~ ORDER TODAY! [•11•1 lliiii!!IJ TOLL FREE! • 

t-800-822-GUNS 
IN CALIF.: 714/526-6447 

Add S3 00 per ta pe posklge & Hondlrng (Gahl re•denrs odd soles rox ) 

FORMAT: DVHS or DBETA 
NAME------------~ 

ADDRESS------------

CIYY-------------

STATE ZIP----
OVISA O MASTERCARD D M.O. D CHECK 

CARD '-----------~ 

BANK ' -------------

EXP. DATE-------------------...---DEAL£R INQUIRIES WELCOME 
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made motor cars and custom boots, then you 
are well advised to contact Bowen. He comes 
across as a gentleman who takes his commit
ment to the customer serious. And in this day 
of the production-made gun , that's refreshing 
to know. 

For more information and a copy of 
Bowen's latest brochure, send $2 to: Bowen 
Classic Arms, Dept. AH, P.O. 1111111!19-
Box 67, Louisville, TN, 37777 . ~ 

S&W657 
Co11ti11uerl j iv111 pagr 46 

If they were made of stainless, the manage
ment could eliminate the chrome plating 
process and save money. Experience gained 
with the first stainless steel revolver, the 
Model 60, pointed out the need for flash 
chrome plating on the trigger and hammer as 
early as 1966. 

The trigger pull on the test Model 657 is a 
single action pull of 3'h lbs., and a double 

The Model 657 would hit 
the targets if the shooter 

was up to the task. 

action pull of 12'h lbs. The action is tight and 
the lock-up positive for a box stock revolver. 

One of the questions facing someone con
templating a metallic silhouette style of com
petition is whether the cartridge being used 
maintains sufficient accuracy and power to 
engage one-inch thick steel targets at 200 
yards. With a minimum amount of practice it 
was determined the Model 657 would hit the 
targets if the shooter was up to the task. 
Granted, it will not compete in accuracy with 
the more developed bolt action pistols built 
for these ranges, but it was shown to be 
capable of hitting a target at 200 meters. 

The question becomes one of power. One 
of my favorite handloads for the 41 Magnum 
is 20.0 grs. of IMR-4227, and a 220 gr. cast 
SWC bullet. The first thing noticed in prac
tice was the failure of the ram silhouette to 
fall when struck repeatedly by this load at 
200 meters while testing from the bench. 
Realizing the late hour (this was discovered 
just days before the match) I decided to test 
the factory Federal 210 grain hoUowpoint 
ammunition. It chronographed an average of 
1335 fps out of the six-inch barrel while the 
4227 handload was moving at 1051 fps. Lack
ing the time to develop a good , accurate and 
stout handload for the competition the deci
sion was reached to use the factory load. 

The 657 is not equipped with the wide 
target type trigger normally found on top of 
the line N-frame Smiths. It has, instead, the 
smooth combat style trigger, and again, this 
is in answer to those who have objected to the 
target trigger for double action work. The 
problem with this is during the Long Range 
competition only single action was 
employed, and a wider trigger would have 
felt more positive. However I prefer the 
smooth combat trigger because of the use of 
double action while hunting. 

Leather Cases 
Single , Double and Triple genuine 
leather cases available for all HKS 
Speedloaders. Black, Brown or Tan . 
No. 105 Single $13.95 
No. 103 Double $18.95 
No. 102 Triple $18.95 (No Flap) 

0 CORDURA CASE 
(NYLON-DOUBLE) 

$895 -BLACK
- CAMOUFLAGE-

See Your Local Gun Dealer 

HKS Products, Inc. 
7841 Foundation Drive 
Florence, Ky. 41042 
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l~TRODUCING ACCULINE 

High Performance Reloading 
for Less 
AccuScale '" 505 Gr. 
Reloading Scale $39.95 

ACCuiiNE ] 

AccuLine Trimmer $29.95 Multi-Expand/Powder 
Charge Die $19. 95 

$19.95 

Acculine means good 
quality at a good price. 
For 1987 Lyman hi ghli ghts a new line of functional reloading tools at 
affordabl e prices. Ideal for the beginner or as an ex tra set up for the ex pert. 
For the novice re loader, we even have a ''How-to" video for learning to 
load the easy way. Plus we offer innovative accessory items such as our 
Two-in-One Die Station for ex pand/powder charge use , the Case Care 
Kit fo r qui ck, easy in/out case dcburring and maintenance , and an 
economica l Shellholder Set. useful for the beginner and expert alike. 

Pistol AccuMeasure 

See your dealer today or write for a free catalog. 

Catch ejected casings 
from automatic handguns 
with the CATCH-ALL brass catcher. 
• saves time & money- eliminates 

searching for lost or scattered brass 
• adjustable strap attaches to right 

hand, allows flexibility 
• no weapon alteration necessary 
• will not obstruct sight picture 
• 2Yt oz. total wt., space-age plastic 

CATCH-ALL s24ss 
p pd . 

patent ap plied for USA 

Place your order today! 
Call Department 206 TOLL FREE 
1-800-824-6853 or (503) 686-9844 in 

Oregon. Visa and MasterCard accepted. 

No Rislc 30-Day Moneyback Guarantee 

Catch-All Products. Dept. 206 
P.O. Box 2522. Eugene. OR 97402 

Questions? Call toll-free 1-800-22-LYMAN 

Lyman~ Dept. #212, Rt.147 
Middlefield, CT 06455 

Stainless steel handguns have been around 
for over 20 years, and many claim they 
exhibit, as a group, poorer trigger actions 
than their carbon steel counterparts. There 
was a time when this was accepted as gospel, 
but it is a weak argument today. Smith & 
Wesson still has one of the easiest mecha
nisms to smooth and polish of any handgun 
on the market, and it is a mechanism that 
most semi-talented home gunsmiths can 
work on without damaging critical parts. An 
important point with the Smith & Wesson 
lockwork is it has been around since the turn 
of the century and parts are available just 
about everywhere you turn. The company 
has always been cooperative in supplying 
needed lockwork parts for the maintenance 
of their products, and this cannot be said 
about all handgun manufacturers. In short the 
Smith & Wesson revolver is an easy handgun 
to maintain, and keep working. The Model 
657 is no exception to this heritage. 

The final results of the Long Range com
petition at the Masters were a demonstration 
of my low skill level, but it is a poor carpenter 
who blames his tools for a shoddy job. 

The Smith & Wesson Model 657 is a solid, 
well built stainless steel revolver in a superior 
chambering. With the Federal 210 gr. hol
lowpoint ammo, and in a box stock state it is 
capable of knocking over the one-inch thick 
targets at 200 meters at the Masters. I did, the 
only trouble was I did it out of sequence, and 
had to laugh at my error, not the guns. The 
Model 657 will remain this sports- ~ 
man's choice. ~ 
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Case Care Kit $25.95 

IT'S BACK! 

'Marauder'tm 
Black Model 

w Black 
Holds The Rights to this Suede Lirnng 

WORLD CLASS HOLSTER 
WORN BY SHOOTERS IN OVER 21 COUNTRIES 

• HOLST ER & HARNE SS made Entirely Of TOP
GRAI N LEATHER NO LASTIC NO Sp lit 
C0wh1de is Used NO ST RAPS VISIBLE 
ACROSS CHEST 

• HOLSTER Is Made From EX TRA HEAVY 
HAND SELECTED TEXAS SAD DL E LE ATHER 

• HOLSTER Is Ltned With GENUI NE SUEDE 

•This Is THE ORIGINAL- Recommended As 
The ·Besf By More Gun Writers Than Any Other 
Holster in The World 
•PRICES: 6- 1/ 2" barrels or under $89.95 

7- 1/ 2" . 8" or 8-3/ 8" barrels $99.95 
10;· 10V2" or 10•/1" barrels $109.95 

(Left Hand Models-NO EXTRA CHARGE) 
COLOR CATALOG $3.00. Please add 5% to total of order tor shipping & ms 
in Cont U.S.-ALASKA, HI. APO- Add 10%- FOREIGN- Add 20°0 
DEALERS- Send S3 00 & f f .L for Catalog 

Credit Card Orders (512) 697·8900. 
Send check M.O. VISA or M.C. to: 

CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 
P.O. Box 100724 Dept. AH-9 . San Antonio. TX 78201 

BEWARE OF CHEAP IMITATIONS 
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DIMPIESS DESTROYS 
with rust , corrosi on, mildew ruining valued 
guns, precis ion-fini shed eouipment. etc . 

Silica Gel Unit 
Drinks Dampness 
From the Air 
40 gram Compact 
Unit protects 3 cu. 
feet. Ideal for gun , 
camera case ; tool box; etc. The desiccant 
of choi ce by gov 't and industry. Prevents 
rust , corrosion , mildew by adsorbing mois
ture to create a protect ive shield of dry air 
within any enclosed area. Built -in indicator 
signal s when to reactivate. Reactivates 
easily in any oven. $5.50 ea. (2 or more: $5.00 
ea.) Send printed name & address with check. 
(NY Res add sales tax.) 

Hydrosorbent Co. Box 675-Z Rye, NY 10580 

DRESSED FOR 
PEACE ... 

ARMED FOR 
TROUBLE! 

THE ULTIMATE 3-PIECE CONCEALMENT 
RIG:IWB HOLSTER, MAG-CASE and 11/ ," BELT 
Available for: Colt 45, Commander , Officers 
M odel , Hi-Power, S&W 39,59,469,645,Walther 
PS, PP, PPK, BRNO CZ-75 and Copies, Tanarmi 
TA-90, H&K P7, P7M 8, P7Ml3, P9S, SIG-Sauer 
220, 225, 226 , Beretta 92SB, 92SB-F and Com
pacts, Bren Ten Glock 17. 
Prices: Tan $68.00 , Black $77.00 
Ple ase add 10% for Airmail and Handling 
When ordering, state make and model of 
weapon, calibre, waist size for belt. 
Se nd $2.00 fo r full c olour catalog. 

Send Check, M.O. to: 

Andy Arratoonian 
HORSESHOE LEATHER PRODUCTS 
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The Cottage, Sharow, 
RIPON HG4 5BP. England 

SQUARE DEAL 
Co11ti1111erlfro 111 poge 40 

slight adjustment if the discrepancy is large 
enough. 

The ram is square, which partly accounts 
for the name, and has a built-in lever and 
pawl to index the shell plate with each stroke. 
The ram rides in four Delrin wave bearings, 
which eliminate the need for lubrication and 
provide clearance to reduce dirt build-up. 
The toolhead plate attaches with four hex 
bolts, and it's necessary to remove this to 
change dies. Die adjustment is simpl ified 
because the lock rings are eliminated. The 
Delrin die lock plate, located between the 
toolhead plate, provides the friction to lock 
the screw adjustments firmly. 

The design is subtle and sophisticated , as a 
quick look at the primer slide shows. The 
slide rides in a Delrin bushing, to eliminate 
jam-producing friction , and it has clearance 
cut-outs to permit lost primers to drop free of 
the press without jamming. A roller on one 
corner cams the slide in and out by riding on a 
ramp built into the ram . 

The Square Deal per
forms well and turns out 
flawless cartridges. Oper

ation is simple and 
straightforward. 

The powder measure also shows some 
sophisticated improvements. A baked 
molybdenum-disulfide coat provides dry 
lubrication for the powder bar, and a roller 
bearing makes operation of the bell crank 
easier and more reliable. 

This little press is fast. It's impossible to 
quote a figure for cartridges per hour, 
because this depends very much on the skill 
of the operator. A practical point is that try
ing to set a speed record is tiring. Experi
enced reloaders prefer to coast along, making 
sure that each round turned out is good. The 
automatic indexing simplifies the steps, and 
the operator has only to insert a fired case, 
seat a bullet, and stroke the lever. The primer 
magazine holds over 100 primers, and the 
powder measure holds enough powder for 
about 600 cartridges. This means infrequent 
interruptions. 

The Square Deal performs well and 
turns out fl awless fini shed cartridges. 
The instruction manual is easy to under
stand and profusely illustrated . Operation is 
simple and stra ightfo rward . The press, 
priced at $135 , comes with the usual Dillon 
warranty and technical support. You can 
o rder by calling toll-free to Dillon at 
1-800-421-7632 . This is really a ~ 
Square Deal! -, 

I Patented Do Not cceptSubstitutes I 
Rib & Sights fo r the competitive shooter. The 1984 CAMP 

I PERRY NATIONAL PISTOL championships 1st & 2nd place I 
I won using 80-MAR's. Also '82, '83 & '84 PPC National I 

Championships won with Bo-Mar Sights 
I BO-MAR I 
I World 's Finest Handgun Sights I 
I at affordable prices Serrated blade ® I 
I Route 12, Box 405 Longview, TX 75605 214-759-4784 I 

Send stamped self addressed envelope for catalog 

•••••••••••••••• 

High Quality - Reliable Pistols 
Basic to Full House Competition 

Member American Pis tolsmiths Guild 

Richard Heinie- Pisto1smith 
821 E. Adams 

Havana, IL 62644 
Please send $1.00 for Brochure 

and Accessory Catalog. 

The STAR PROGRESSIVE RELOADER 
as wel l as the STAR SIZER & LU
BRICATOR are the finest available on the 
market. Use patented STAR PRECISION 
RELOADER EQUIPMENT and be confi
dent that your shooting competitor has 
ammunition no better than yours. 

GET ON TARGET NOW WITH THE 
BEST. .. GET STAR PRECISION EQUIP
MENT FOR BETTER SCORING! 

For FREE CATALOG send 
self addressed, stamped envelope. 

STAR STAR MACHINE WORKS 
MACHINE\ 418 Tenth Avenue 
WORKS~ San Diego, CA 92101 
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COLT 
'UN& Rlflf" 

TAll&ET 
PISTOL 

Extra long target oar1el ano 
he-man grips comome 10 give 
unusual accuracy Tne reahs11c 
cylinder reloads Qu1c~ l y with 
10 pellets 

MA&NUM _44 
MOOEL-1111 
This moelelnandgun 
t1resoelletsas 
lasi as youcan 
pull the tf1gger 
load au 50 pelle! s 
and l11e away 

THE WALTHER P38 
Th1s WWllGermanclass1c1sa tull · 
s11ed accura!e rephca at lhe real 
WWII Geiman Army workhorse 
Comes w1tn 8-shot magazine 

IN&llAMM-11 
SEMI-AUTOMATIC 
The t11 st cho1ceol 
Special Forces S W A T 
Teams and Police W11n 
tn1s realis tic action 
model you can fire !he 
pellets as last as you can 
pull the trigger 

i GUARANTEED DISTRIBUTORS, Dept. 499AGB6 
Country Road 687, Hartford, Michigan 49051---•--••••• ••-••••• ., 

YES, please rush me lhe 22 cal pellel -firing 1arge1 O ~~~~1~~T~~~b1f 
weapon(s) I've checked below Also include my FR EE 1arge1s IARGET MAG NUM 
and 50 reuseable pellels wrlh each weapon I m enclosing REVOLVER 
$4 95 plus 95C for poslage and handling for each large! SNUB-NOSED REVOLVER 
weapon I'm ordering If I'm nol completely sat1sf1ed you 'll WALTHER 36 
refu nd my money right away 

Name 

Address 

LUGER 

CO MPETlllON CLASSIC 
SE Ml-AUTO MAllC IARGET 

LUGER-07 SE MI-AUTO MATIC 

INGRAM M-11 
SE Ml·AUTO MATIC 

MAGNUM 180 
Ci ty State Zip SEMI-AUTOMATIC 

COLT LONG RIFLE 
s Total ~grp~2~i~~6~RYEOOR~%1;r1GAN SEMI-AUTOMAT IC 
enclosed STATE RESIDENTS ADO SALES TAX LASER SEMI-AUTOMA TIC 

L------------------------------------1 
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Machine p1 s101 
vers1ono! tne 
German classic 
Comes w11n 7-
sho: magazine 

THE LU&ER 
Fu11 s1zea. accura1e reproduction 
ot Germany s legendary comoat 
weapon Comes wtlh 8-snot 
magazine 

Rapid lmng 
model of the 
weapon ot the 
tulure Comes 
with 8·snot 
magazme and 
detachable 
lelescope 
styles1gh1 

Each ol these 22 cal pellet l1 rmg 1arge1 weapons looks and feels like the real thmg Each comes with ta rge1s and 50 reusable 
pellets No permit is requ ired 

Purcnase price promptly re!unded 1f you are no1 completely sa11sl1ed Jus! $4 95 each plus 95C each !01 postage and handling 
Michigan S!ate 1es1aen1s add sales tax 

GUARANTEED DISTRIBUTORS, Dept 499AG86, Country Road 687, Hartford, Michigan 49057 ... 
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$9.95 plus $3.00 postage and handling. 
Michigan residents add 4% sales tax. 
BOB KRIEGER, GUNSMITH 

2271 Star Court H.G. •Auburn Hts., Ml 48057 
(313) 853-6171 

ED BROWN 
CUSTOM PISTOLS 

'. ... ·-

I 

. 

Available in 45ACP, 38 
Super, and 9mm Luger 

ED BROWN 
"Zf' BROWN'S Gun Shop 

Route 2, Box 2922 
Perry, Mo. 63462 

Phone (314J 565-3261 

Member American Pisto lsmiths Guild - -
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VISA' 
Send S 1.00 for catalog 

Free Catalog 
Quality clothing and gear for 67 

years. Discover our new selection of 
active and casual clothing, footwear, 
goose down products and fine gifts. 
Unconditional Guarantee. Send for 
your free catalog, or call toll-free. 
1-800-426-8020 (Dept. JAH) 

Name 

Address Apt.No. 

City 

State Zip 

DEPT. JAH, FIFTH & UNION, PO BOX 3787 
SEATTLE WA 98124-2287 

GP COMP 
Co111i1111ed from page 38 

and above the trigger. Drifting this pin out to 
the right lets the magazine safety self-eject 
itself down the magazine well. Putting the 
pin back closed up the pin hole. 

Now the magazines drop cleanly from the 
pistol when the release is pressed and that is a 
good thing. I do not recommend your remov
ing the magazine safety on any pistol and 
frankly I'm trying to figure out how to re
engineer the GP Comp so it can function 
properly and let the magazines drop freely. 

The GP-Comp displays excellent accuracy 
too. Winter set in before tailored handloads 
could be developed . Of the 16 loads I fired the 
largest 10-shot group measured 4.56". The 
next largest was 2.43". Both of these groups 
were shot with 90gr bullets at over 1500 fps. 

I'm trying to figure out 
how to reengineer the GP 
Comp so it can function 

properly. 

All the rest were under two-inches at 25 
yards. Many IO-shot groups were one ragged 
hole in the target. The Sierra 115 JHC and the 
Hornady 115 JHP shot very well. Hell, 
40-year-old Canadian hardball averaged 
right around 1.5 inches at 25 yards and 3 .25 at 
50 yards. 

Included with the Browning GP-Competi
tion 9mm pistol are a nicely made, hard case, 
two magazines, Pachmayr rubber grips, a 
cleaning rod, and two metric hex keys. The 
larger key fits the take-down screws on the 
front barrel weight and I'll be darned ifl can 
figure out what the smaller hex key is for-
there is not one other hex-head .... 
screw on the gun. ~ 

I gotta get a hotter load, those pins still keep 
dancing around on the table. 

,___~Made in the U.S.A. __ ___, 

FOR INCREASED 
FIREPOWER NEW! 

•Constant 
force spring 
holds 2 
extra rounds. 

•Made of 
alloy steel. 
•Blued 

Item MAP 9015 
15 rounds for : 

Browning 
High-power, 

Beretta 
Compacts, 

Kassnar PJK-9HP 
Item MAS 9017 
16 rounds for: 

Beretta 92S, 
92SB, 92F, 92FB, 

Taurus PT92AF-99AF, PT92-99, 

$19
.
95 

or SIG Sauer P226 
Item MAW 9117 

16 rounds for: 
Smith & Wesson 459, 559, 659 

or Marlin Camp Rifle 

RAM-LINEiNc. 
Suite 12N 97, 15611West6th Ave., Golden CO 80401 

Law enforcement inquiries invited. 

I FREE CATALOG OF 100's 
OF MILITARY COLLECTIBLES f,;\ 

I AND CLASSIC FIREARM MODELS '2J 
CREDIT CARD ORDERS: (800) 638-2000 lOLL FREE 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

SLATERS LANE. P.O. BOX 59, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313 ~ I IE
COLLECTOR'S ARMOURY, Dept. AH 

- - I SATISFACTION GUARANTEED I - - ... 

BEA 
LOCKSMITH 

You'll enjoy your work as a Locksmith because it is more 
fascinating than a hobby-and highly paid besides! You'll go 
on enJO)'lng the fascinating work, year after year, in good times 
or bad because you 'JI be the man in demand in an """'growing 
field offering big pay jobs, or big profits as your own boss. 
What more could you ask' Send for Free Booklet. 

TRAIN AT HOME-
EARN EXTRA SSS RIGHT NNA!fl 

LOCKSMmtlNG INSTITUTE 
Div. Commercial Technica l Institute 
1500 Cardinal Drive, Dept. 091-097. 

Little Falls, N.J . 07424 

Name------,--------~ 
(Please Print) Address ____________ _ 

City, State, Zip __________ _ 
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HUNTING 
oNr- 
HORSEBACK 

-~: • . . ' 
ll\14111\1" 

~ 
~i .,_ 
.a. 

_ .,.. 
~ MODERN ,' 
'ALLISTIC 

ARMOR l 
IVHYTHING YOUj·· ••• JIHDTO KNOW 

~ 
~ ,,.,_._ 

HUNTING ON HORSEBACK 
by Jim Of!man 

The horseback hunt- glorious days 
spent moseying up and down back
country trails in search of that trophy 
buck you 've always dreamed about. 
Your trip can be this idyllic with the 
advice ottered here, including tips 
on equipment, weapons, ammo, get
ting in shape fo r the trip and hooking 
up with a reputable outfitter. 5112 x 
8 V2, hardcover. 62 photos, i ll us., 
160 pp. $16.95 

THE RESCUERS: THE WORLD'S TOP 
ANTI-TERRORIST UNITS 

by Leroy Thompson 
No one-and no country-is im 
mune to terror ism anymore. And 
that's where hostage rescue units 
(HRUs) come in. The FIRST and 
ONLY book on HR Us, The Rescuers 
covers the training. ops. weapon s 
and equipment of 50-+ units. Five 
classic rescues bring to life a unit's 
anti- terrorist tact ics. 5V2 x 8112, hard
cover. photos, glossary. index . 
240 pp. $17.95 

MODERN BALLISTIC ARMOR 
Clothing, Bomb Blankets, Shields, 
Vehicle Protection ... Everything 

You Need to Know 
by Duncan Long 

Though the "bullet-proof" vest is a 
myth ical beast. modern ball istic 
armor is stronger and lighter than 
ever before since the advent of the 
Kevlar fiber. Wi th a hst of manufac
turers and dealers, th is book is all 
you need to put balhst1c armor to 
work for you! 5V2 x 8112, softcover. 
photos, illus .. 96 pp $8.00 

GET EVEN: 
The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 
A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big busi
ness. government and enemies. 
More sophisticated and involved 
tricks are included. such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and political dirty tricksters. Over 80 
sections present dirty tricks ranging 
from the simple to the elaborate. For 
entertainment only.' 5 112 x 8V2. hard 
cover, 192 pp $16.95 

STREETSWEEPERS 
The Complete Book of Combat Shotguns 

by Duncan Long 
Nothing else blasts massive amounts of deadly firepower at c lose range like a shotgun, 
making it the weapon of choice today of special military forces, anti- terrorist units, and 
home own ers who are serious about self -defense. This newest. most comprehensive book 
out on combat shotguns covers single- and double-barreled, slide-action, rotary-cylinder, 
and semiauto shotguns, plus info on grenade launchers you can mount on your weapon , and 
shotguns not yet on the market. Duncan Long also advi ses on wh ich ammo to use. accesso
ries, and combat shotgun tactics. 8V2 x 11 , softcover, 63 photos, ill us., appendices, 160 pp. 

I~ 

THE 
MINI-14 

THE PU~KER. 
I IU~TER. ASSAULT. 
1\ ;-\0 EVERYTHING 

El.SE RIFLE ,...,. 

ACTION CAREERS 
Employme nt in the High- Risk 

Jo b Marke t 
by Ragnar Benson 

The woods are full of people who 
wish they had taken a shot at adven 
ture when they had the chance. But 
it's not too late. Adventurer Ragnar 
Ben son details 24 action-packed 
careers. including Pl. bounty hunter, 
stunt man , gunrunner and rodeo 
cowboy, and how to break into them. 
5% x 8 V2, hardcover, 360 pp. $17.95 

THE MINl-14 
The Plinker, Hunter, Assault, and 

Everything Else Rifle 
by Duncan Long 

The Mini-14 is the most versatile 
modern rifle, used by homeowners. 
hunters, survivalists, law enforce
ment agencies, and mil itary forces. 
An inf in ite number of Mini -1 4s may 
be constructed with the many mar
keted accessories. Here is the Mini-
14's history, model speci fi cations, 
and much more. 5V2 x 8V2 , softcover. 
58 photos. 120 pp. SlO.OO 

THE RUGER 1022 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 
Here 1s a conversion system you can bet your l ife ont Now 
you ca n transform you r Ruger 1022 into a selective- fire. 
close-com bat gun you can trust . With simple hand tools, 
you can bu ild the parts that will convert your trusty Ruger 
1022 into a selec11ve-f1re weapon that can fire over 1,000 
rounds per minute on full auto- all without mod1fy1ng the 
rece iver or tri gger housing in any way. Just drop 1n the 
conversion parts. and you' re ready for whatever- or 
whomeve1 - comes. Over 60 explicit photos. machinist's 
drawings and full-scale templates accompany the de
tailed instructions for making this conversion foolproof 
9 x 12, softcover. illus., 96 pp. $1 5.00 

SCREW UNTO O THERS 
Revenge Tactics fo r All O ccasions 

Watch out' The Master Trickster is 
back with over 140 mischievous tac
tics custom-designed for that special 
someone who has made your life 
mise rable. This revenge manual 
shows how to use technology, ma
nure. newspapers, and more to help 
you savor your vengeance and leave 
you chortl ing! Choose your victim 
with care then give him hell! For 
entertainment purposes only! 5112 x 
BY>. hardcove r. 240 pp. $16.95 

HOW TO WIN 
THE JOB OF 
YOUR LIFE 

Ho.>.r toMake'rourOwn 

$17.95 

AUTOMATI CS: FAST FIR EPO WER , 
TACTICA L SU PERIO RI TY 

by Duncan long 
Combat pistols Hideaways Target 
pis tols. They're all covered here. 
Find out how to pick the best pistol 
for you. Included are the pluses and 
minuses of dozens of pistols. rec 
om mendations for the best ammo 
for various cal ibers. spec1f1cat1ons. 
f1eld-str ipp1ng procedures and ac
cessories info. 8 V2 x 11 , softcover. 
168 pp .. photos. $14.95 

GUERRILLA TACTICS IN THE 
JOB MARKET 

How to Win the Job of Your Life 
by Garrh Brockman, Ph.D. 

Frustrated with your job? Then get 
the job of your dreams! Th is book 
wi ll tru ly help you bu ild an effective 
job-search system, including ob
taini ng your high-school or college 
degree w ithout attending school, to 
c reating every aspect of you r 
resume. Put your despairing past 
behind . and step into your future. 
5112 x 8112, hardcover. 384 pp. $17.95 

IMPROVISED EX PLOSIVES 
How to M ake Your O wn 

by Seymour Leeker 
From a former top explosives expert 
with the Israeli Army comes a man
ual that presen ts ten simple yet 
powerful form ula s for explosives 
and 1ncend1anes that give the basis 
for making bombs .• booby traps and 
mines. Learn to obta in or make the 
needed chemicals. or get substi
tutes. For 1n format1on onlyl 5V2 x BV2. 

'--------" softcover, illus .. 80 pp. $10.00 

NEW 
1.0. IN 
AM:RICA 

fF .. , :J 

~ 
~y ANONYMOUS 

NEW l.D. IN AMERICA 
Want one more chance at life- with 
a "clean slate?" Trade in your old 
identity for a new start. Here ts a 
step-by-step guide to creating a 
totally new you- with a birth certifi
ca te. passport, driver's license. 
Social Security number- all you 
need for breaking with your past. 
5112 x 8112, softcover, illus .. 120 pp 

$15.00 

OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 
, ............. . 
t 

PA LADIN PR ESS ~. '>" Ca ll TOLL FRE~ for credi1 card orders: 

I I p 0. BOX 1307-MPJ llliilll 1-800-351-1700, 24 hours • .day, 7 days 

BOUNTY HUNTER $12.00 
$19.95 

NINJA 1990 . 
COLT .45 EXOTIC 

$45.00 
I BO ULDER, C O 80306 . , Send $1.00 lor SO page CATALO G 

' m aweek.Callfroma nywheremthe U.S.A. 

I ~ Phone (303 ) 44 3-7250 _, of over 300 til les. Ca la log freewith order. 
COMBAT AMM UNITIO N 
HOME WORKSHOP SILENCERS WEAPONS SYSTEM . $15.00 

I 
I 

VOL. 1 . $12.00 
FLIMFLAM MAN: HO W CON GAM ES 

WORK $16.95 

MINl-14 EXOTIC WEAPONS 
SYSTEM 

HO W TO GET ANYTHING O N 
$15.00 

I Ple•se send me the fo llowing titles: I ·----- -----. ·------------· MONEY FOR NOTHI NG: RIP-OFFS, 
CONS AND SWINDLES . $1 6.95 

MAD AS HELL : A MASTER TOME 
O F REV ENGEMANSHIP $16.95 

NO SECOND CHANCE! 
DISARMING THE ARMED 
ASSAILANT . $12.00 

DIVORCE DIRTY TRI CKS $14.95 
UP YO URS! GUIDE TO ADVAN CED 

REVENGE TECHNIQU ES . $1 6.95 

ANYBODY. 
COMBAT SU RVIVAL. 
JO Y or COLD REVENGE . 
AR-7 EXOTI C WEAPONS 

$30.00 
$14.95 
$10.00 

SYSTEM $15.00 
BRO WNING HI- POWER EXOTIC 

WEAPO NS SYSTEM . $15.00 
DEADLY BREW: ADVA NCED 

IMPROVISED 
EX PLOSIVES . .$ 8.00 

I Payment: D Check or M oney Order, D VISA , 0 MasterCard. 

I 
Card No. - --- -------------hp. --- SU BTOTAL ----- I 
NAME Please include I 

I 
$3.00 postage 

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE - DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED ADDRESS ----------------- and ha ndli ng ---- · 

···P·A·L·A·D·IN.PR·E· s·s···P .• O •. • B.O·X·1·3·07·•·B·O·U·L·D·E·R·, .C0· 8·0·30·6···(3·0·3)·4·4·3-.7.25101111Cl .. -.---.--.--.-STA~------.--.--.-TO- - .--. --.. 
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HANDGUN 
MARKET 

(~IJi\SSll?ll~ll 

ACCESSORIES 

IF YOU TAKE LIFE SERIOUSLY ... peruse our Procurement 
Index featuring specialty equipment used by professionals 
worldwide. Concea lment holsters, electronics, disguised and 
un conve ntional wea ponry from und e r $20 .00 to over 
$2,000.00. The catalog is $3.00 from : A.S. P., Box 18595/AH, 
Atlanta, GA 30326. 

45 Auto match barrels, new superb quali ty. With inside fiU..ed 
bushing (other fitting required ) $84.95. New Standard barre ls 
$32.50. Ten-Ring Precision, 1449 Blue CrCtiL Lane, San Anto
nio, Texas 78232. 1-5 I 2-494-3063. 

BOWLEn'S OLYMPIC GRIJ>S Custom made, superb a na
tomical grips in walnut, individually craved to you r handprint 
by experts. Satisfied clients from over 30 countries. Give your 
shooting a chance! Target grips suitable for U. l.T., N .R.A. , 
bullseye shooting (including pistols filled with Clark, N.P.C. 
and Cl grip mounts) hunter's pistol, Jong range elc. Detai ls: 
LESLIE BOWLER LTD. , Dept AH , Post Office, Little By
tham, Lines, NG33 4QJ . ENGLAND Tel: 078-081-200. THE 
BEST OF BRITISH CRAFl'SMANSHIP. 

GENUINE GJ. M -16/AR-15 30 round magazines, used, excel
lent, $5.00, 10 for $40.00; CO/,'/ ' made $6.00; M -14/M I -A 20 
round, used, excellent $8.50; .30 CARBINE 15 round, brand 
new $2.50, I 0 for $20.00; 30 rnund, brand new $6.50, 5 for 
$30.00; FN-F AL 20 round, brand new $15.00, 5 for $65.00; 
UZI 25 round , uS<.'<I $9.00, 5 for $40.00; .45 AUTO 7 round, 
brand new $6.50, 10 for $50.00; BROWNING /-II -POWER 20 
round, brand new, $ 12.50, 3 for $30.00; MINl -14 GENUINE 
RUGER MAGAZINES brand new, $16.50, 2 for $30.00; Sat
isfaction Guaranteed. Include shipping, $3.00 minimum. 
MONEY ORDERS ONLY. BIRDWORKS, POB 449, ORA 
CLE,ARIZONA 85623. 

MASTERS COMPETITORS- You have 90 seconds to load, 
a im and fire 10 fninpoint accurate shoLs. That's ONLY 9 sec· 

~ngs tiMEufu~ ! e~r~ 1PffE'C1S10NdCO~~~O\V'Nts ~~E~ 
shows time remaining at a glance. Pace yourself to maximize 
time and accuracy. $14.95, $1.00 shipping. r' ree info. SA E, 
ENGINEERJNG RESEARCH ASSOCIATES, Dept. AHM9, 
P.O. Box 3563, Hollywood, FL 33083-3563. 

GUN CRAFTERS. You can do more jobs with more precis ion 
with Varipro Electronic power tool mot.or speed controllers. 
Also controls voltage , heat, light, appliances, hobbies etc. Free 
info: Progressive Controls, Box 768R, Dearlx>rn, Michigan 
48127. 

REDUCE RECOIL DRAMATICA LLY!! Professional com
pensaWr for Colt type autos! new low price ... Free info! Ster
ling, Dept AH9-G, RFD 8, Box 383, Concord, NH 03301. 

AMMUNITION 

EXCALLBER WAX PELLE1'S, for .38 spl. , 9 mm Luger, .380, 
.41 mag., .44 mag., .45 L.C., .45 acp. Inexpens ive practice ap
proximately 1)2 velocity of factory ammo. No ricochetting, no 
reloading too ls, no gu n powder, uses shotgun primers only. 
100 pellet sampler w/6 reusable cases $5.00. Special weapons 
catalogue $1 .00. M & M ENTERPRISES, Box 64 AHG, Island 
Lake, IL 60042. 

BUY AMMUNITION , RELOADING SUPPLIES, GUN AC
CESSORIES, AnCHERY , CA MPING , HUNTING A D 
FISHING EQUIPMENT AT NEAR WHOLESA LE PRJCES. 
FOR SAMPLE MONTHLY CATALOG, SEND, $1.00 TO: H 
& H, P.O. BOX S, KGONZALES, CA 93626-S. 

SPECIAL PURPOSE AMMO AND MUNITIONS. Reload 
your own: 'T'racers, A.P., Incendiary, 'l'hermite/Smoke Gre
nades, Grenade Launching Ca rtridges and many others. 
SASE for free list. T. Tyler, Box 2700H, Huntington Beach, 
CA 92647. 

SA VE UP 1'0 50%. New law allows d.i rcct ammunition sa les. 
All types available. Free deta ils. Atlanta Discount Ammo, 
Dept. 0 , Box 627, Norcross, GA 3009 I . 

BOOKS 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, latest pistol carrying, purchasing, 
etc., regulations for a ll states a nd FEDERAL GUN LAWS. 
Both booklets $4 .00. POLICE EQUIPMENT CATALOG 
$2.00. Schlesinger, Department E., P.O. Box 882, New York, 
NY 10150. 

OUT-OF-PRINT Books Found. Send Wa nts. LARGE CATA
LOGUE $1.00; Book look, 5 1AC Maple Ave., Warwick, N.Y. 
I0990. 

IN THE GnA VEST EXTREME by Massad Ayoob. How and 
when to use a gun, authori tatively written by an active duty 
policeman. F'or your copy, send $7.95 (includes postage) to: 
GUNS BOOKS/Dept.G E-H09, 59 1 Ca mino de la Reina, Suite 
200, San Diego, CA 92 108. 
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Classified ads $.75 per word per insertion. ($.60 per word-per insertion for 3 or more) including 
name and address (20 word minimum). Minimum charge $15.00. Copy and rerun orders must be 
accompanied by PAYMENT IN ADVANCE. NO AGENCY DISCOUNTS. All ads must be received 
with advance payment no later than the 15th of each month . Example: Closing for Nov/Dec 1987 
issue (on sale Sept 1) is July 15th. Ads received after closing will appear in the following issue. 
Please type or print clearly. PLEASE NOTE*** NO PROOFS WILL BE FURNISHED. Include 
name, address, post office, zip code, city and state as counted words. Abbreviations count as one 
word each. Mai l to AMERICAN HANDGUNNER MAGAZINE, 591 Camino de la Reina.Suite 200, 
San Diego, Cal iforn ia 92108. 

NO SECOND PLACE WINN ER By Bill Jordan. A fascinat
ing book about gun fighting a nd the equipment lo use, from 
loads to leather. $8.50 + $1.50 post. GUNS BOOKS/Depl.NS
H09, 59 1 Camino de la Reina , Suite 200, an Diego, CA 
92 108. 

SHOOT A HANDGUN revea ls the expe1t's way to use your 
ha ndf..runs safely , effectively and within the law. Learn how 
and where to shoot, firearms respons ibili ty, what ammunition 
to purchase, and more. Special chapter on defens ive pistol 
shooting, plus a glossary of handb'Un terms. Only $9.95 post
paid. GUNS BOOKS Dept.SH-H09, 59 1 Camino de la Reina, 
Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

1987 GUNS ANNUAL AVA ILABLE NOW! All new a1ticles 
showcasing:'"l'he Glock Strikes","Yesterday's Military .22's", 
Derringer's Steyr Model 1912 and t.he Great Gun Trivia Quiz. 
Airguns ,..-Practical Knife Hand les" and"the 1'ruth Alx>ut Dry 
Firing". Plus how"You Can Shoot PPC: Just $4.95 postpa id. 
While supplies last: GUNS ANNUAL, Dept. GA-1-109, PO Box 
16025, San Diego, CA 92116. 

1987 AME RICAN HANDGUNNER ANNUAL. The year's 
mo ~ t e x c itin g lo o k at th e hand gu n fi e ld . ln c lud 
ing:"Pist.o lsmith Proflle" -"Springfield Armory Forges Ahead" 
plus test reports and more! Only $4.95 postpaid. HAN DGUN
NER ANNUAL, Dept. HGA-G0959 1 Camino de la Reina, 
Suite200,San Diego, CA 92 108. 

FIREWORKS - J eff Cooper's entertaining blend of essay a nd 
fiction , including observations on violence in America, terror
ism, htmting on th ree contine nts, the proper mental condi
tioning for combat, and much more. Hardcover edition on ly 
$I6.95 postpa id. Send check to: GUNS Books, Dept. FWH-09, 
PO Box 85201, San Diego, CA 92 138. 

Tl-IE MINl -14: THE PLINKER, HUNTEn, ASSAULT, AND 
EVEnYTHING EL.SE RlFLE--fireanns expert Duncan Long 
presents the history of the Mini-14, descriptions of its varia
tions, specifications, available accessories, and major sup
pliers. 5-'12x8-'h, sofkover, 58 photos, 120pp. Send $13.00ppd 
to: PALADIN PRESS, P.O. Box 1307-MAG, Bou lder, Colo
rado 80306, (303)443-7250. 

NEW CATALOG every two months! Get the best new books 
on weaponry, reve nge and dozens of other subjects! For 50 
page catalog detai ling over 300 titles send $1.00 to: PALADIN 
PRESS, P.O. BOX 1307-MAC, Bou lder, Colorado 80306, 
(303)443-7250. 

SAVE IO% TO 3°°" ON TOP-nATEO GUN BOOKS! Free 
details' Wesmark, POB 7304, Sui te 264-H, No1th Hollywood, 
CA 91603. 

"45 Auto Custom Touches": The new how to book for 1987. 
This is strictly a how to book , written by a working gunsmith, 
for those of you that feel with a little help you can do the job 
yoursel f. Fourteen chapters, includes: hamme rs and scars, 
trigger work, the extractor, barrel throating and ramp. Plus 
much more. Send $12.95 to: Gunsmith. 60AH , Valley F'arms, 
AZ 8529 1. 

"FAST AND FANCY REVOLVEn S HOOTLNG" By Ed 
McGivern. Every gun library should start with this master 
work on pisWI shooting. 478 pages of timely information writ
ten 50 years ago for shooting professionals. HARDBOUND 
$15.95 (postpa id): AMG, 3070 S. Hoyt , Denver, CO 80227-
4440. 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 

Be a Licensed Firearms Deale r full or part-time. We have 
helped thousands of dea,lers get their license. We send the 
same day order received: latest 3 year Official Application 
~..,orms, complete instructions, Wholesale Directory, advice on 
how to start your bus iness. Send $5.00 now and receive a free 
Dealer ID Card and Wall Certificate. Moneyback guarantee. 
Interstate, Box 19466-AH, Houston, TX 77224. 

FEDEnAL FIREARMS LICENSE FAST!!! Newest kit con
tains Everything needed to get your Applicat ion Approved 
The First 'l'ry! Included Application, Wholesaler Directory, 
Phones, Advice on selling from Home!! Same Day Service! 
$5.00 Sandhill Arms, Box 56-AH, Poratales, NM 88130. 

INVENTORS! Call the Innovation Center in Washington, 
DC for free information-- 1-800-257-7880, in Canada 1-800-
443-2806. 

FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE application kit! Official 
forms/instructions. Wholesale sources, Licence guaranteed or 
refund! $5. Monarch, Box 65-RA, Golden, C080402. 

FEDEnAL FIREARMS LICENSEES make money! Sell guns 
a nd ammunitfon to others. Order guns for non-licensees on 
cost-plus basis. Buy wholesale. FREE: Starting Your Own 
Gun Business" and"What To Do Aft.er Applyi ng". Other ben
efits . Licence _guaranteed or refund! $7.95. Metro, Box 2 16 1-
AR, Boulder, CO 80306. 

Need Credit? Consolidation Loan? VISNMC,"negardless of 
Credi t History!" Send SASE to:"LOANS", P. 0 . Box 19601 , 
Sacramento, Calif. 95819. 

BECOME A GUN OEALEn -Professionally Prepared kit 
includes Official Forms, cove.rs Licens ing, Purchasing, Rec
ords--EVERYTHJ NG! Lists HUNOREDSofTop Wholesalers. 
GUARANTEED! $4.95: BUSINESS CONSULTANl'S, PO 
Box 1232-H, Uniontown, PA 15401. 

BE YOUR OWN BOSS. Security guards needed everywhere. 
Start your own Private Security Agency wlth our step-by-step 
manua l. $6.95. SecuriTech-H, Box C, Vashon, Washi llb'1.on 
98070. 

ATTENTION BUSlNESS OWNERS Collect $ I net profit 
per transaction from customers. This is a repeat business just 
watch it grow. Everyone te ll s their fri ends alx>ut your service. 
Distributors show this to your accounts. $3.95 + $ 1.00 P&H 
For Info to: E.V. Products, 2496 64th St. N., St. Petersburg, FL 
33710. 

FEDERAL F'IREARMS LI CENSE NEW COMPLETE KlT, 
LJS'l'S, SUPPLIERS, PROVIDES APPLICATION AND IN
FORMAT ION BOOKLET WITH T IPS ON STARTI NG 
YOUR OWN BUSLNESS. GET STARTED TODAY! SEN D 
$5 CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: JENCO, P.O. BOX 610, 
YORBA LlNDA, CA, 92686. 

COLLECTORS 

EMBLEMS & INSIGNIA 

CUSTOM EM BROIDERED EMBLEMS-Enameled Pins, 
Your Des ign , Lo,~ Minimum , Excellent Quality , Low Prices, 
Free Booklet. A. I . Patch Co., Dept. 93, Littleton, NH 03561. 
(603)444-3423. 

CUSTOM EMBRO IDER ED EMBLEMS-DECA LS-P INS. 
Free cata log/Quotes. Highest Quality. Guaranteed Lowest 
Prices. Rush Sketch . STADIUAH, 61 J ane Street. N.Y.C. 
10014. (212)929-2293. 

TOP QUAL ITY ALL-FABR IC PATCHES ~'OR YOUR 
JACKET OR CAP! Guns Tea m Member Patch: $3.50, Ameri
can Handgu.nner 1st Patch : $3.50, 25th Anniversary Guns 
Collectors Patch, $5.00. Special-a\1 3 patches only $11 .00 post
paid . GUNS Patches, Dept. FW-H09, 591 Camino de la Reina, 
Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

FIREWORKS 

Salutes and Cannon crackers home made. The Best! S imple 
easy method, my secrets re vealed. Details; Browns Diversi
fied , Box 53, Fishers, Indiana 46038. 

FIREWORKS, COLORED SMOKE DYES, ROCKET CAST
ING , CANNON FUSES,etc. for signa ling or survival applica
tions. Catalog $1.00. NorStarr, Box 5585, Pocatello, Idaho 
83202. 

FLREWOHKS-Looking for information? All kinds of technical 
reports and manufacture manuals ava ilable. Send $.25 for 
complete I isling. RSA, Box 146, Willow Grove, PA 19090. 

Cannon Puse Cutting Device. Manually cuts 7,200 fu ses or 
more per hour. $39.95. Cutter, P.O. Box 5733, Kent, WA 
98064-5733. 

FIREWORKS: Fun, safo, top quality , lowest prices, cata log 
$1.00: WES'l'SHORE FIREWORKS INC., 6641 E. Dewey 
AH9, Fountain, Mich. 494 10. 

EXPLOSIVES-CHERRY BOMBS, M-80's, M-IOO's, aerial 
lx>mbs and more! All in a complete how-to manual. Only $5. 
Whitelitening, Dept.-H, P.O. Box 14028, S.L.O., CA 93406. 

FOR SALE 

HUNTING OR MJLITARY INTEnESTS? HUNDREDS OF 
OFFERS. FREE BROCHURE FOR SELF-ADDRESSED 
STAMPED ENVELOPE. BSC, Box X7 18, Sykesville, MD 
2 1784. 

IS IT TRUE YOU CAN BUY JEEPS FOR $44 THROUGH 
THE U.S. GOVERNMENT? GET THE FACTS TODAY! 
CALL 1-3 12-742-1142 EXT. 6279. 

GERMAN MARCHES. $9.95 per cassette. Set of seven cas
settes $49.50. r' ree list. Send SASE: NSDAPAO, Box 6414-
AH, Lincoln, NE 68506. 

GUN PARTS 

STAJNLESS DOUBLE ACTION Viking Combat .45 ACP 
Kl'l'S. RANDCO wi ll be liquidating the entire stock of the 
ODIN iking Firea rms Compa ny. SPECIAL: Viking Combat 
DA"KIT" $339. Postpaid FFL Required. Dealers Inquiries In
vited. RANDCO, P.O. Box 1163-H, Monrovia, CA 91016-
5 163. 
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Stainless Steel Grips for Colt 45 Auto and c'Opies. Checkered 
grips add weight without bulk . Properly insta lled (easy) will 
not jerk grip bushings out like other weighted grips. SASE for 
information.$40 a set, plus $2 postage: Randall Thompson, 
654 Lela Place, Grand Junction, CO 81504. 

GUNS FOR SALE 

MODEL 19 11-Al 45 AUTOS, $235.00 PLUS$5.00 UPS. ALL 
NEW PARTS AND STEEL FRAME. RECONDITIONED 
MILITARY SLIDES. SEND FFL TO; TEN-RlNG PRECI
SION, 1449 BLUE CRES'l' LANE, SAN ANrQN IO, TEXAS 
78232. 1-512-494-3063, 9AM-3PM CST. 

Model 1911Al steel pisto l fra mes, NEW $75.50 > P: FFL Re
quired. Ten-Ring Prec is ion. 1449 Blue Crest Lane, San Anto
nio, TX 78232, 1-512-494-3063. 

;rr>~J6'u~s t~ila~oM'E~o~:~~~il~~n~ ,~~[i~.;i~~.! 
lorn -tai lored to suit your s ize, strength, needs and experienc~. 
For information and price list send $1.00 to: J UDY'S COMP 
& CARRY, Box 640, Plai ns, MT. 59859 or call 406-826-5789. 

GREAT COLLECT ION! 100 Handguns, mostly Smith & 
Wesson's, many engraved mode ls. Wa lt Dabbs, 9 11 Harrison 
A venue, New Orlea ns, LA 70 124, (504)488-4444. 

S l'UN GUNS- 45,000 volts knocks attacker fl a t yet causes no 
perma nent damage. $49.95. Guaranteed . SASE brings free 
information. LES, POB 2165, Key Largo, Florida 33037. 

Custom Handguns for stn.-et or competition. 45 Auto and 
S&W Revolvers, S&W Armorers School Certified revolver 
and auto, Free Brochures. Ka rl Sokol , Chestnut Mountain 
Sports, 65 So. Mai n St., So. Dc'C rfield , MA 01 373, (413)665-
4647 . 

GUNSMITHING 

GUNSMITHING LATHES -milling machines-tools. New 
catalog $1.00: Blue Ridge Machinery and Tools, P.O. Box 536-
N, Hurricane, WV 25526, 304-562-3538. 

PISTOi.SMITH Tr iple chamber HIGH -COMP installed on 
your gun $225 complete. All work highest quality. Stainless 
steel grips for Colt auto $40. Catalog$!. Randall Thompson, 
654 Lela Pl. , Grand Jct. , C08 1504. 

GUN ENGRA VING on fin e fi rearms a nd knives. Sundance 
Engraving, Box 912, Reading, PA 19603. 

RUSI' BLUE[NG. lF YOU'RE GOI NG TO BLUE, WHY NOT 
GET THE BEST> CHARLES DANNE R ROUTE 4 FAY-
ETTEVfLLE, TN J7334. 615-433-3276. ' ' 

PISTOLSMITHING CLASSES are now being formed. For 
more information cont.act: Professional Gunsmiths of Amer
ica, Box 224E, Lexington, MO 64067,(8 16)259-2636. 

GUNSMITHlNG TOOLS & SUPPLlES. Catalog $3.50 (re
fundable) or FREE with FFL. Kopp's Gunsmithing Supply, 13 
Highway, Lexington, M064067,(816)259-2636. 

BE YOUR OWN P ISTOLSMITH! Unique Quick-Repair 
Guide, only $4.95 postpa id! Wesmark, POB 7304 , Sui te 264-
H, North Hollywood , CA 91603. 

.45 Autos ~'or Range or Street. Reliable, Accurate and Afford
able. Brochure $ 1.00. George Geiges, Box 213, Newfoundland, 
PA 18445. 

D & L Sports Custom Combat 45's. Basic to full House Pistols. 
P.O. Box 651, Gillette, WY 827 16. Ph. 307/686-4008. 

LEARN GUNSM!THrNG, fro m traditiona l techniques to 
current"State of the Art." Learn from Masters in their fie lds . 
Excellent facilit ies a nd job opjJOrtun itics. Fully accredited, 
Yavapai College, 1100 East Sheldon, Prescott , AZ 86301. 
Attn: Glenn Simpson, Gunsm ithing Depa11.ment. 

TECHNI-PORT, the new state of the art in recoil compensa
tion for revolvers, reduces muzzle climb up to 60lfr and fel t 
reco il as much as 50% without loss of accuracy or velocity. Sat
isfact ion Gua ranteed. Only $99.95, fi ve day deli very. Call or 
write for complete brochure and test resul ts. De lta Vectors, 
711 9-A West 79th St. , Overland Park, KS 66204. 913/642-
0307 . 

PEN GUN .22cal. You construct with ordinary tools a nd hard
ware stor:e, materials . . Cop;r~gh~ and guaranteed. Rush 
$4.95: EN I !UM, Box 1650(_), Carol ma, P.R. 00628. 

INSTRUCTION 

VIDEO TRAI NING PROG RAMS: World Champion John 
Shaw's"Combat Pistol Shooting", $59.95 and"Combat Shot
gun Shooting", $49.95; Police Lt. J im Bullard 's Ultimate Self 
Defense Course", $59.95; other prolf'"ams priced"$39.95 in
cl ud e:" Su r v i va l Equipm e nt ' ,"Sur v i va l W ea p
ons"," Remingto n 870","Re m ington 1100","Colt 45 Auto
matic","The M-16"," Basic Ra ppe ll ing"; VH S/Beta , $2 .50 
shipping; Law Enforceme nt prof.'iams a va ilable, ca ll for bro
chu re; Master Video, Dept. AH , 7947 Carol Elaine, Memphis, 
TN 38134, Telephone 901/372-7012. 

How to prepare wild animals for table use: Deer, Bear, Ante
lope, Moose, Rabbit , Duck, Pheasant, Quai l, Geese, Partridge, 
Wild Boar. $5.00; NYA Consulting; 35-30, 73 str, Sui te 2F; 
J ackson HTS; NY 11372. 

SPECIALIZING [N HANDS-ON TRAI Nl NG ... MTC tra ins 
GUNSMITHS and METAL ENG RAVERS. Valuable skills 
tra ining in comprehe ns ive courses ... more benchwork than 
bookwork ... experienced facul ty .. .indiv idual ins truction .. .low 
cost ... rural setting ... veterans welcomes: Montgomery Techni
cal College, Box 787-L, Troy, NC 27371. 

Rifle cabinet, shooting bench, reloading bench, many other 
woodworking projects. Catalog $1.00. LLEFMC, Box 908, 
Cornville, A'l 86325. 

KNIVES & SWORDS 

WHOLESALE KNIVES. 110-page Brand Name Catalog. No 
minimum order for knives . Catalog contains picture, descrip
tion, retai l prices, wholesale price for each kni fe. 23 brands 
including Schrade, Buck, Case, Boker, Gerber, etc. Send 
$5.00: Interstate Knives, Drawer 19689-AHB, Houston, TX 
77224. 

Kni ves, swords, survival, historic a nd many re lated wea(X>ns. 
Also custom handmade knives any design. Unbeatable prices. 
Cata logs $2.00: Delntinis HG, 107 Summit Ave. , S.I., NY 
10306. 

SWlTCHBLADES: Boker, Hubertus, Klaas a ll made in Ger
many NO kits. Send $3.00 for catalog. Overby, 333 South 
State Street, Suite V-183, Lake Oswego, OR 97034. 

CUTLERY COST CUTTERS -Buck, Case, Gerber, Victori 
nox, Western, Puma ... etc. Tremendous Savings! $2.00 Cata
log. SARGENT CUTLERY, 1403AH Chisholm Road, Flor
ence, Alabama 35630. 

SCHRADE KNTVES. Complete line of quality handcrafted 
pocket, hunting and fishing knives. Brochure $2.00 Refunda
ble. lncludes useful kni fe information. Ros.5 Cutlery, Dept. 
A.H., 2510 Church # 433, Galveston, Texas 77550. 

Discount Knives: 3, 4, or 5- inch, lock blade with st.ainles.5 steel 
blade a nd brass bolsters. Comes with matching leather 
sheath . Your choice-$5.95 ppd. Sereant's, 101 8 NE 28th Ave
nue, Gainesville, FL 32609. 

The Kni fe Shop authorized Case dealer has C.C.C. Knives 
from 1981-1985, a lso ma ny other old a nd new collectable 
knives. Send for price list . Rt 2, Box 200, Rockholds, KY 
40759. 

LEATHERCRAFT 

MILITARIA 

JAPANESE WW!!- Arisaka, Nambu, Etc. ammo, uni forms, 
medals, books, videos and more. Catalog $2.00.JAPANESE 
MILITARY COLLECTOR, Box 1946, Lakeside, CA 92040-
9998. 

MILITARY SURPLUS 

MILITARY SURPLUS-Surviva l equipment, mili tary cloth
ing , equi pme nt , manua ls, decorat ions . Self-addressed 
stamped ($0.39) envelope for catalog. J .R. Sales, Box 4253H, 
Lancaster, CA 93539-4253. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

KN UC KS - Genuine brass paperweights, not cheap a lum i
num, same day delivery , $7. prepa id; Matthews Police Supply, 
PO Box 1754, Matthews, NC28105. 

CHEWI NG-SMOKING Tobacco!! Do you Chew-Smoke? F'ree 
samples - Twist, Snuff, Pipe a nd Pouches- Prices. Guaranteed 
satisfaction: FREDCO'S, Dresden, Tennessee 388225. 

SHORT-RUN CUSI'OM BELT BUCKLES WITH YOUR 
LOG O MY SPECIALTY SO LID SANDCAST S ILI CON 
BRONZE ALL HAND F'INISHED. BUCKLES BY MIKE, 
1225 MANZANFI'A, DEPT. AH, LOS ANGELES, CA 90029. 

NINJA CATALOG Nightsui ts, handclaws, footspikes, cal
throps, blowpens, shuriken and referenc..-e materia ls fo r the 
Shadow Warrior. Send $ 1.00 to: Ninja Supply Systems, Box 
28222/AH, Atlanta, GA 30358. 

NAZI War sou~enirs and daggers' Illustrated catalog $10, bill 
(refundable). Disco, Box 331-H, Cedarburg, WI 5301 2-033 1. 

CHERRYBOMBS, Firework Chemicals, Cannon Fuse, M-
60s, M-70s, Books to make M80s, Silencers, Fireworks, etc. 
Catalogue $5., refunded with !st order; Not intended for sale 
where erohibited by law; Capi tol Fireworks, 1805 W.Monroe, 
Springtield, IL 62704 . 

1886 MAPS-22 maps of a l I states West of Mississippi showing 
ghost towns , mines & Mining camps, Railroads, forts, much 
more. All 22 maps $9.98. Send $1.00 for Western map & book 
cata log: Territoria l Quartermaster, Dept. AH, P.O. Box 
55939, Tucson, AZ 85703. 

F'REE 32-PAGE PRIVACY CATALOG. Low-profile tech
~iques. Ca~h inc!lme ~pportunities. Secret loans. Asset protec
twn. New 1dent1ty. EDEN PRESS, Box 8410-HG, Fountain 
Va lley, CA 92728. 

Voere, Austrian Semi-Automatic muzzle-stabili7..er, change
over from autoloade r to bolt action. Write: Balkham East.em , 
1350 Prospect Place, Bklyn, NY 11213, Please include $1.00. 

VHS Video for handgun novice. Covers weapons fam iliarity , 
safety, accuracy tips and more. $18.00 payable to: MCN!ECE, 
19501 Swartz Lane, Lynnwood Washington 98036. 

CR!MEFIGHTERS send $2. for illustrated· catalog. B-PEC, 
Dept. H86, P.O. Box 444 , Los Ala mitos, Calif. 90720. 
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Gun Lovers- Cu.st.om bullet key rings, high quali ty, beautiful 
fini sh. All popular handgw1 a nd rifle ca li bers, all bullet sty les. 
Only $4.00 handgun, $5.00 Rifle. Prepaid, cash, or MO to: C & 
J , .P.O. Box 3102, Burnsville, MN 55337. Write for dea ler 
pnces. 

EASY MON EY! Be a remail agent. Earn hundreds weekly' 
Details? Send SASE> M, P.O. Box 11 23-A, Thomasville, N.C. 
27360. 

SUBMACHlNE GUNS, Silencers, and Ex plosives made with 
ordina ry hardwareltools. Send $1 bill (refU ndable) for cata
logue of plans to: RBG ENTERPRISES, Dept. C- 1, P.O. Box 
55045, J ax., FL 32216. 

RIGHT/LE~~!' DIRECTORY . Address Directory of World 
Communist. and Nazi Parties, Publications. Hundreds listed. 
Special price for" AH" readers: $4 . Michael Seaton, 3617 South 
46th Street, Greenfield, Wisconsin 53220. 

POLICE EQUIPMENT 

LAW EN FORCEMENT badge and patch collectors send $1. 
for list or $6 for 12 monthly lists. Baird, Dept. H87, P.O. Box 
444 , Los Alami tos, Calif. 90720. 

1987 LAW ENFORCEMENT CAREER GUIDE. Several 
hundred departments at your fingertips. Includes sa laries 
from Chief to patrolman, entrance and promotional opportun
ities. A MUST for job seekers and researchers. Send $15.95 
plus $2.00 P&H to: PCID, Dept. CG, Box 1672, Eaton Park, 
Florida 33840. Visa and MasterCa rd accepted. 

REAL ESTATE 

SURVIVAL 

WANTED TO PURCHASE 

Ideas, Inventions, new products wanted by one of America's 
leading invent ion submission fi rms to be presented to indus
try. Ca ll free 1-800-528-6050. Canada,1-800-528-6060. Ext. 
831. D.Cook 

159.9 acres on large ri ver & Sa lmon creek, great view, 2wd 
access in fai r weather. Approx 100 miles from Ancorage, AK. 
Would make exce llent surviva l home. Will consider trade as 
part payment, or lease/purchase option. Terms. Call (907)733-
2374. 

r---------------
FIRST BUY THE GUN, 

THEN THE AMMUNITION, 
AND THEN "ONLY IN THE 
GRAVEST EXTREME , .. " 

~ 
L' nrnG~\'ISTU-1111~\Ct: 

~ _ .. ,_ 

~ , 
Seventeen chapters of street wise infor

mation that every gun owner needs. Find 
out what happens to you when and if you 

use a gun for self-defense. 

If you own a gun for personal protection 
you must read this thought-provoking 

book. 

Send me ___ copy(s) of IN THE GRAVEST 
EXTREME. Enclosed is $7. 95 for each book. 

(Ca. Res. add 6% tax) pos1agc s 2.00 

Check/MOO Visa/MC No. _____ _ 
Exp. Date ____ Initial _____ _ 
Name _____________ _ 
Address ___________ _ 
City ______ State __ Zip __ 

{Allow 4- 6 weeks for delivery.) 

HANDGUNNER BOOKS Dept. 33 HG 9 
591 Camino de la Reina, #200 

San Diego, CA 92108 L---------------
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MIDSOUTH TERMS & PRICING Add $4 00 Sh1ppma An d Hand l1na For Scopes 
Add S 7 50 Shipping And Handling Fo r Black Powder Guns. 
& Kits !or !he l1n14811atu I Canada. A1ukii . ind Hawa u add 
doub leabovelor1rnahlcharan l 

VO LUME DIS TR IBUTORS WITH LOW-OVERHEAD 

NO PERSONAL OR BUS\N£SS CHCCKSI\ Orders with 
Bank Checks and Monev 01ders are sh1pp11d 1mmed 
1atelv All 01he1 checks wi ll b11 returned Ws we lcom11 
COO 01ders l [ncl ose FH where needed Scopes 
blukpowder ouns 1ools and supplies do not reQu1111 an 
ffL number' WHO LCSALC ONLY' MAI L ORDER ONLY' 
See 1he block 11t 11 Qht lor trnoht charoes .._ _____ _ ~ P 0 Box 97 New Market . TN 37820 

We are located tn the shadow ol the Grut Smoky Mountains. 
where low overhead and vo lume buying muns lower oricu 
lorourcustomer& Thank You For Your Order Your Bus1neu 
Is Sincerely Aoorec1a1ed A1 M1dsou1h11 

5% BANK CHARGE fiiiiiii1 • 
ADDEO TD VISA & 

11 
VIS4 II • 1 

MASTER CARD I 
ORDERS! ! 

CALL TOLL FREE 1-800/272-3000 
Except TN & AK. call 1-615/ 475-4783 or when toll free number is busv. 
Prices are for cash . postal monev orders or bank cashier checks onlv. For credit cards add 5%. 

~·D;il~=m·ili'il'm=1•!!·D'I~·-=;;;· -=1t~~1=;;;: I ,El JJJ( JI,/ J 
01der No. 
HH024·2B592 
HH024·35B33 
HH 024· 31644 
HH0 24-31306 
HH024-31305 
HH024-41129 
HH024-36427 
HH024-37748 
HH024-40400 
HH024·36226 
HH0 14-37749 
HH024-16530 
HH024-1654 1 
HH024·398B I 
HH024·42843 
HH024-35649 
HH024-377B6 
HH024· 16583 
HH024-16597 
HH024-24813 
HH024 -37157 
HH024-37775 
HH024-37570 
HH024-375 39 
HH024-37571 
HH024-37776 
HH0 14-36766 
HH024-3B005 
HH024-4304 5 
HH02·1·377B8 
HH024-42339 
HH024·427B7 

MB-2X Extended Eve Aehel Duplex Pi stol Scope • 
MB-2X Exlended Eve Rel1el Silver Oup Pistol Scope 
MB-4X Exlended Eve Rel1el Dup lex P1 s1ol Scope 
MB·2.5X Com pact Duplex R1ll e Scope •••• 
M8·4X Compact Ouplex Rifle Scope • •••• 
MB-4X Compact Riml11 e Spec. Oup. Rtlle Scope 
MB·6X Compact Duplex Arlie Scope ••• • • 
MB·6X Compacl Ouplex with AO Rifle Scope 

I c:: 
List De al er Special 

166 05 116 25 94 B6 
IB395 12B95 10506 
202 70 14 1 90 11 5 77 
I B6 35 130 45 106 43 
212 B5 149 00 121 5B 
212 B5 14900 1215B 
21720 15205 12408 
25475 17B30 14550 
26B 50 187 95 153 35 
2B9 50 202 65 165 39 
317 05 12B 95 IB6 Bl 
212 B5 149 00 121 5B 
227 35 159 15 129 B4 
155.55 17B 90 14 5 96 
303 05 212 15 173 09 
307 00 21 4 90 175 39 
5\B.30 363 10 296 31 
279 10 195 45 159 47 
299 95 209 95 171 31 
33 7 40 236 20 192 73 
361 45 153 00 206 45 
31225 21B 55 17B34 
352 15 246 50 2011 4 
36B 35 257 B5 210 42 
405 90 284 10 231 B4 
436 30 305 40 249 23 
317 75 222 45 \B l 51 
307 40 21520 17559 
330 10 231 05 !BB 54 
370 00 259 00 211 34 
419 65 293 75 139 70 
40 1 BO 2BI 25 229 50 

88 

Order No 
HH01B 113B 06 
HH01B- l I I B06 
HH 02B 111810 
HH0 2B-\ 11806 
HH0 18-111810 
HH02B-14 IB07 
HH02B-143B06 
HH02B-146806 
HH 028-1l2888 
HH018· 123886 
HH01B· 112886 
HH0 2B 112BBO 
HH0 2B-122300 
HH028-123300 
HH02B-135300 
HH028-148006 
HH0 2B· 14B007 
HH028 114006 
HH 028 115006 
HH01B· 116006 
HH01B 11671 0 
HH028-11 7006 
HH 028-11 B006 
HH028-124006 
HH028-114106 

l31x 5x Low Prof ile Wide Field 4 olex •• 
2x7x Low Prohle Wide Fie ld 4 plex ••• 
2x7x Low Pr Accu -Trac Wide Field 4 plex 
3x9x Low Profile Wide Field 4 plex •••• 
3x9x Low Pro1 1le Accu -Trac Wide Field 4 plex 
2l1x Low Prol 11e Wide Field 4 plex •• •• 
4x Low Prol1le Wide Fie ld 4 plex • • • • • 
fix Low Prot1 le Wide Fie ld 4 plex •••••• 
3x-9x 4 plex lllumrna1or W1det1eld Malle Frnish . 
3x 9x 4 plex lllumrna1or Trad111ona l _ •••• 
3x-9x.: olex lll umrnal or Wide Field ••••• 
3x-9x 4 plex lllum1nator Accu Trac Widelield 
2x 7x 4 plex Track er Var iab le Power R1l lesc0Pe • 
3x 9x 4 plex Tracker Variable Powe1 R1llescope 
4x 4 plex Tr acker Fi xed Power R1llescope •• • 
2 .x 4 plex Pisto l Scope •••••••••• 
4x 4 plex P1s101 Sc ope ••••••• • ••• 
NEW! l x4x 4 pl ex Five Siar Variable R1llescope 
2x 7x .:1 plex Five Sia r Va riable Ri11escope • •• 
3x 9x 4 plex Five Sia r Varia ble R1llescope • • • • • 
3x 9x 4 plex Accu -Trac Five Stai Variable R1llescope 
4x 12x 4 plex Five Sia r Variable Ad 1us!able Objective 
6x I Bx 4 plex Five Siar Varia ble Ad 1ustable Objective 
-h 4 pl ex Five Siar Fixed Power R1Hescope 
6x ·I plex Five Siar Fixed Power Rillescope • •• • 

/31111/rJ 5 
Ord er No 
HH 023·200010 4x Ple x Ful l Fre id Fixed Powe1 R1 lle Scope .. 
HH023 200050 6x Plex Full Freid Fixed Power R1lle Scope 
HH023 10G010 2x 7x Plex Full Freid Vauable Power A1lle Sco

0

pe
0 

HH013 200030 3x 9x P!e x full Field Variable Powe1 R111e Scope 
HH 023 2000 71 4x 12x frne Ple x Fu ll Field Variable Power Rifle S~oPe 
HH023-200103 6x I Bx Fine Plex Full Fr eid Var iab le Power R11le Scope 
HH023-2003 10 Mini 4x Plex Fixed Power R1tle Scope ... . . 
HH 023-200350 Mrn1 6x Plex Fixed Powe1 R1lle Scope 
HH013-2003 75 Mini 2x -7x Plex Variable Power R1lle Sc~pe

0 

• 

HH023 20U385 Mini 3:i: -9x Plex Vamble Power R1lle Scope 
HH013·200390 Mini 4x 12x Plex Variable Power R1ll e Scope 
HH023 200210 I x 4x Lonq Eve Rel1el Plex Ptstot Scope • • • 
HH023 200220 2x Lom1 Eve Re het Plex P1s1ot Scope • • • • • 
HH013 100235 4x Lonq Eve Re ll el Pl ex Pisto l Scope ••••• 
HH023 200240 5x Lonq Eve Relief Plex Pisto l Scope ••••••• 
HH 023 200260 1 Ox l01ermed1ate Eve Rel ief Plex w/ PA P1s1ol Sco pe • 

Lisi Dealer Spet1al 
2B4.95 19B.95 146.23 
293.95 204.95 150.83 
343.95 239.95 176.59 
324.95 216.95 166.47 
376.95 162.95 193.15 
205.95 143.95 105.75 
23 1.95 161.95 l lB.63 
250.95 174 95 128.75 
450 95 314.95 231.79 
39B.95 27B.95 205.11 

. 441.95 30B.95 217 19 
• 4B8.95 341 95 251 11 
• 167.95 116.95 B5 51 
• IB5.95 129.95 95 63 
• 125.95 87.95 64.35 

179.95 122.95 90 11 
I BB.95 13 1.95 96 55 
224.95 156.95 114.95 
233 95 162.95 119.55 
25095 17 4.95 12B.75 
2B5 95 I 99.95 147.15 
311.95 224.95 165.55 
340.95 237.95 174.75 
17B 95 124.95 91.95 
197 95 137.95 IOI 15 

6 i '') 
L1 s1 Dealer Speci al 

IB695 130.95 100 43 
202 95 141 95 109.04 
247 95 173 95 132 96 
261.95 1Bl95 140.61 
306 95 21 4 95 164.54 
316 95 221 95 170.2B 
144 95 100 95 77.46 
156 95 109 95 84.15 
195 95 136 95 105 21 
201 95 140.95 IDB OB 
266 95 186.95 143 49 
235 95 164 95 126 27 
144 95 100 95 77 46 
162.95 113 95 B7 03 
176 95 123 95 9468 
233 95 163 95 125 30 

BUSHnELL 
Order No 
HH027 -744124 4x 12x 140mml Ranqemaster Variable Powe1 R1llescope ••• 
HH027-741393 3x 9x 132mml Sponv1ew Vari able Power R1tlescope • •••• 
HH027-743938 3x 9x 13Bmml Wide Anq le Spo r1v1ew Va riable Power R1tlescope 
HH027 741403 4x 132mml Sport111ew Fixed Power R1llescope ••••••• 
HH027-744389 4x 138mm l Sportv1ew Fixed Power A1llescope ••.••• • 
HH02 7-7161 84 6x 18x 140mm j Tarqet Varmml Va riable Power R1tlescope • • 
HH027 710428 4x2Bmm Banner Co mpac1 fixed Powe1 R1l lescope • ••. •• 
HH027 7161 02 3x9x 140mmf BOC W11le An qle Trophv Va riab le Power R11lescope 
HH02 7-716 l 04 l 75 5x21mrn BOC Wide Anqle Trophv Vamble Power R1flescope 
HH02 l 713940 3x 9x 140mm l 8a nne1 Lile Siie Variable Powe1 R1llescope • • 
HH027 71 1562 I 5 6x 121 mml Banner L11e S11e Vanable Power R1llescope •• 
HH027 640394 3 9x40mm Balvar Variable Power R1 llescope by Bau sch & Lomb 
HH 02 7 6·1042B 4x28 Lonq Eve Rel1et Bausch & Lomb P1s101 Scope 
ll H027 640220 2x20 LonQ Eve Relier Bausch & Lomb P1s101 Scope ••••• 

'tasco 

Li st 
. 113 75 

7120 
94 BO 
53 25 
75 BO 

. I 94 95 
• 106 50 
• 150 60 
• 142 60 
• 24 3 70 
• 224 75 
. 349 25 
• 215 65 
• 11 6 60 

..... ~:;;~;;:::~"11m•1-:-:1.: ~-~£ ....... ~ .. 
Order No 
HH009-165CR 
HH009-16BCA 
HH009-W31 2X40 
HH009-W39X32 
HH009-W39X40 
HH009-W416X40 
HH009-W4X 32 
HH009-WA2 i X32 
HH009-WA39X40 

Bx 21 Camoullaqe Aool Prism Ru bbe1 Covered B1nocu la1s • 
10x25 Camoullaqe Roa l Prism Rubber Cove red Binoculars . 
MaQ IV 3x 12 Zoom 140mml Vari able Power A1llescope 
3x9 132mml Wate1proof Varia ble Powe1 A1l lescope 
3x9 HOmml Wa1er pr oo1 Vaua ble Powe1 R1l lescope • 
MaQ IV 4x 16 Zoom 140mm l Var iable Powe1 R1llescope 
4x 132mmj Wa1erproof Fixed Power A1llescope • 
Wo1lu Class Wide An qle 2x7 132mm] A1llescope 
Wocld Class Wide Anqle 3x9 140mm] R1flescope 

List 
• 104 95 
• 119 95 
• 119 95 

79 95 
99 95 

179 95 
59 95 

179 95 
179.95 

Dea ler 
7B 71 
97·16 
B9 96 
59.96 
74 96 

134 96 
44 96 

134 96 
13496 

Special 
59 85 
38.00 
49 88 
28 03 
39 90 

102 50 
56 05 
79 25 
75 05 

118 25 
1I B2B 
183 83 
118 75 
114 00 

Special 
4429 
5403 
50 61 
33 7 ~ 
42 18 
75 92 
25 31 
75 92 
75 92 

We slack Tasco . RCBS. Lee . MEC. Pa c1 l1c. Pr otec1 0. Kolprn . MTM. Hoppes. Birchwood -Casev. Ram-Lrne . Eaq le and 
numerous olher brands ol accessor ies and items for shoote1 s and sporlsmen all at d1scounled pr ices. Send S2 00 tor 
our 19B7 ca\aloR or call iol\ lree 1-800 / 272-3000 and ask Iara lr ee mini calal oR . FREE FULL SIZE CATA LOG SE NT 
WITH ORDER FROM THIS AO. 19B7 is our 1 Blh Qreal vea r serving Shooters and The Shooting lndus1 rv !1 

Var 1· X 2x7 Compact Duplex R1tle Scope ••• 
Van -X 3x9 Compact Duplex Arlie Scope ••• 
Var i-X 3x9 Compac1 Duplex with AO Rifle Scope ••• 
MB-4X Fixed Power Duplex R1fle Scope ••• • •••• 
MB-6X Fixed Power Duplex Rifl e Scace •• • ••••• 
MB·6X42mm Fixed Powe1 Duplex Ritl e Scope • ••• •• 
NEWI MB Bx36mm Fixed Power Dupl ex !does not have AO I 
MB 12X Fixed Power Duplex with AO Rifle Scope • • • 
Var i-X 111 6.5x10 !Qt. Doi w/ AO A1lle Scone 
Vari-X 11 2x 7 Duplex Rifle Scope ••• •• 
Var1-X 11 3x9 Duplex Ritle Scope ••••• 
Va r1 -X 11 3x9 Duplex wllh AO R1lle Scope 
Va 1i -X 11 4x\2 Dup le x w11h AO Rifle Scope 
Var1 -X 111 1 5x5 Ouplex Rifle Scope ••• 
Va r1-X 11 1 2 5xB Duplex Rifle Scope • • • 
Va11 -X 111 3 5x I 0 Duplex R1lle Scope • •• • 
Va11 ·X 11 1 35x10 Duplex wnh AO Rifle Scope 
Van -X 11 1 6 5x20 Duplex wllh AO Arti e Scope 
Va11 -X 11 3x9 Mane Frn1sh Duplex R1lle Scope 
Varr -X 3x9 Comp ac t MaHe Dup lex Rifle Scope • 
NEW! Va11 X Ill 1 5x5 Malle Duplex Rifle Scope 
Van -X 111 2 5xB Malle Duplex R1tle Scope • 
20x 60mm Gold RinQ Spot1inQ Scope ••••• 
20x 50mm Gold RrnQ Compac1 Spo\linQ Scooe 

~SI~ONS Scopes 
Orde1 No List Oe;:i ter Special 
HH051 101 9 4x32 Bron1e Med~ I Senes Wide AnQle Plex Fixea Powe1 Scope 72 32 45 56 28 80 
HH05 I 1020 3 9x32 Bronte Medal Se rres WA Plex Van Power Scope • • 1 OJ 70 64 Di 40 50 
HH05 I I 021 3-9x 40 Bron1e Medal Se11es WA Plex Vari Powe1 Scope • • 135 60 85 43 48 95 
HH05 1 1140 Bx 24 Com pac1 foldinQ CamouflaQe Brnocu lars . • • • . . . 158 20 99 66 63 00 
HH051 1141 10x2 -1 Compact fo ldrnq Camoutlaqe 8inocula1s • • • • • • 171 76 108 21 67 50 
HH 051 11 07 10x50 ZCF L1Qhtwflqht Wide Anqle 8inocul"' .• •••.•. . BB 14 o5 53 35 10 
Wf ALSO STOCK TH C SIMMONS GOLO ANO SILVER SERIES SCOPES AND SEVERAL OTHER BHlO CUL ARS"' 

WE'RE YOUR MUZZLELOAOER HEADQUARTERS!! 

..,..fv:N,:;-~~~SON CEN;ER-NAVY 
Lowest Prices 
On The Best 

Orde1 No. 
HH002·PA463 
HH00 2-PA400 
HH002·PR403 
HH001 PS 409 
HH031 -5020 
HH031 ·5070 
HH03 \ 5051 
HH03 1 5054 
HH031 ·5301 
HH031 ·5303 
HH031 5305 
HH031 5220 
HH03 1 6820 
HH03 1 6810 
HH03 1 5551 
HH055 TRA100 

HH0 \5 6032125 
HH0\5 6032116 
HH 0\ 5 603110 2 
HH0\ 5 6031103 

HH002 KA 7360 
HH002 KA 213 

HH001 KA 700 
HH001 KA 7-12 
HH031 5213 
HH03 1 5216 
HH0 3\ 52 62 
HH03 \ 5264 
HH 03\ 5412 
HH031 6910 
HH031 6910 
HH0\5 603212 7 
HH0\5 60311 \ \ 
liH0\5 60311 12 

CVA SI Louis Hawken 50 Cal Pe1c Comp RH . . 
CVA Blazer Mille 50 Ca liber Percussion Com11 lete RH 
ClJA SQu1 rret R11l e 32 Ca hbe1 Percussi on Co mplete RH 
CVA 12 Ga Shotqun Obi Br l Comp Percussion ••• 

Thom psor / Cen!e r Hawkens 50 Ca l Pe rcussion Compleie 
Thompson Center Hawkens 54 Cal Pe rcuss ion Comple1e 
Thompson / Cente r Re neQade 50 Cal Percuss ion Comple1e 
Thompson Cen1e1 Reneqa de 5..\ Cal Pe rcussion Complete 
Thompson/ Ce n1e1 Che10kee 32 Cal Pe1cuss1on Com11 le1e 
l hompson Ce n1er Che1 okee 36 Cat Pe1cuss1on Comp lete 
Thornpson / Cemer Cherokee 45 Ca l Pe:cussmn Complete 
lhompson / Cen!e r CouQar 50 Caliber Percussion Comple1e 
T/ Cente1 New EnQ lander 50 Car Pere Sinq le Tr1QQe1 
T / Ce nter New EnQ land e1 Sholqun Srnq le 1 riQQer 12 qa 
T / C Ren eqa de Hun1 er SrnQ le T11QQer 50 Ca l Pere Comp 
Navv Arms Tuc kev & f rap 12 GauQe Side bv side 

Comp Full Choke ••• • ••• • ••••• 
Lvman Tiade Rifle 50 Cal Pe rcussrnn Comp lete • . 
Lvman Tiade R11le 54 Cal Pe1cuss1011 Coma1ere .. . 
Lyman Grea1 Plains R1lle 50 Ca l Percussion Complete 
Lvman Greal Plains A1lle 54 Ca l Percussion Comp lete 

u:i: Oeale r Speeta l 
189 95 1.12 40 132 14 
107 95 BO 79 74 97 
211 95 159 04 11 8 06 
293 95 220 65 153 09 
315 00 245 07 20B 37 
315 00 2450 7 2083 7 
265 00 206 17 175 30 
265 00 206 17 175 30 
26, 00 206 17 17, 30 
265 00 206 17 175 30 
265 00 206 11 I 7 5 30 
395 00 291 75 14B Ob 
199 00 15313 131 64 
199 00 153 23 131 64 
24500 19061 16207 

397 00 300 75 269 I 0 
109 95 168 71 143 07 
209 95 168 71 \.\3 07 
294 95 22B 71 193 95 
29·195 228 71 193 95 

BLACKPOWOER RIFLE-SHOTGUN KITS!! 
CLO SEO UT ! CVA F10nl1e1 R1lle 50 Cal Pere K11 RH 160 95 120 71 75 95 
CVA St Louis Hawken Kil Combo I 50 
& 54 Percuss10n\ both barre ls 159 95 119 66 111 03 
CVA Slam R1lle K11 50 Caliber Pe r~uSs10n° AH · · B9 95 67 33 r. 2 .18 
CVA 12 Ga Sho tqun Kit Ob! Hrl Per cussion • 123 95 16B ·18 9o9·1 
Thompson / Ce nte1 Hawk en 50 Cal Percu ss10~ K.11 • 120 00 17 \ 16 145 53 
Thompson / Ce nte1 Hawken 5-1 Ca l Pe rcussion Kil 220 00 171 16 145 53 
Thompson / Cen1er Reneqade 50 Ca l PerCU$S1on Kil 190 00 1.\7B1 125 68 
Thomp son/ Center Re neqade 5.1 Ca l Pe rcussion K11 190 00 \.\) 82 125 6e 
Thompson1Cenier Che rokee 32 Cal Pe1cuss1on K11 190 00 117 82 125 68 
T/ C New Enql ander 50 Ca l Pere Sinq le Tr1ooer Kit 150 00 116 70 9922 
T/ C New Eno lande1 12 Ga Sho1oun Srnq le ir lQQer 150 00 116 70 9921 
Lvm~n Trade Ri fle 50 Cal Per cussmn Kl! ••• .. 159 95 131 21 11127 
Lyman Grea1 Plain:; Hille 50 Ca l Percuss10n K11 209 95 172 16 116 25 
Lvrnan Grea t Plarns R1lle 51 Ca! Percussion K1! 109 95 172 ,\6 116 {5 

NO RCTAIL MAIL ORO ER ON LY WC SHIP COO CASH CAS H\lR S CHEC KS OR MOfl [Y ORDERS IMMEOIATCL Y 
USUALLY WtlH IN 2·1 HOUR S OF ll[Cltl'l II OUl OF S\Of. K YOUR Motl(Y !S RET UH NfO THI SAM[ OAY " 
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If you don't subscribe to GUNS, 
there's no telling what you'll 

have to do to get it~ .. 

"Oka~ so who wants the Custom Gun section?" 

Or at least part of it. 
It could be only a matter of time before your. 

local newsstand curator is forced to ration off 
the last copy of GUNS, one section at a time. 

Fortunately GUNS Magazine has something 
for everybody, so if it came down to rationing 
you would have a very good chance of getting 
your favorite section, but why t~e the chance? 

The popularity of GUNS makes it one of the 
fastest selling newsstand publications around. 
That's probably why more people have decided 
to subscribe than ever before. If you're not one 
of them, someday you could come away from 
the newsstand with a little less of GUNS than 
you'd hoped for. 

Don't settle for part of GUNS when you can 
get the whole thing every month by subscrib
ing. You won't miss a word on Gunsmithing, 
benchresting, handloading, handguns, or any 
other GUNS feature. You'll save money too! A 
two year subscription will save you $23.15 off 
the newsstand price. 

So get all of GUNS, every month. Subscribe 
today! Use the adjoining order card or write to: 
GUNS MAGAZINE Dept. 96, P.O. Box 85201, 
San Diego, CA 92138 

The Fine t In The Firearm 
Field For Ov r 30 Year . 



The most famous knife in Amer_ican history. 

JIM BOWIE'S KNIFE 

First authorized replica of the blade 
carried by the great Western hero at the Alamo. 

They called it "the Arkansas tooth
pick. " It became an American heir
loo m . The ve ry kni fe wh ic h the 
courageous patriot Jim Bowie carried at 
the Alamo. 

Now you can own an authentic 
re-creation of that famous knife. 
Issued by The Franklin Mint 
to mark the 150th anni 
versary of the Battle of the 
Alamo. 

Re-created 
with original markings 
Every detail of the knife is accu
rate . The long blade, forged from a 
single piece of stainless stee l. The 
finely-cut serrations. The cross
guard. The hand-finished oak 
grip. The pommel and ring. 
All of these elements
perfectly hand-fitted . 

And the unique 
markings are repli
cated too . The 

Shown smaller than 
actual lenglh o( JJ 4 . " 

---- ------ -- ORDER FORM - ·------

The Franklin Mint 
Frankl in Center, Pennsylvania 1909 1 

Please enter my order fo r The Jim Bowie Kn ife, 

n ame "J . BO WIE" on 

I the front. The initials "JB" 
and acorn symbol on the un

derside, identifying the maker. 
T he knife will be sent along 

with a fasc inating commentary 
on Jim Bowie - and a Certificate 

of Authenticity. 

Hardwood display case included 
You can display The Jim Bowie Knife in 

your home or office . It will be safely protec
ted in a hardwood case, with lock and key. 
The price is $295 , payable in convenient 
monthly installments. 

To acquire this imported re-creation of 
a priceless relic of American history, please 
mail your order by October 31, 1987. 

Please mail by October 31, 1987. 
Limit of one per person. 

to be handcrafted individually fo r me. I need Mr./Mrs. / Miss _____________ _ 

(C) 1987 FM 

send no money now. Bill me in five equal monthly 
installments of $59. * each , beginning when the knife 

is ready to be sent. A hardwood display case with lock Address----------------
and key wi ll be prov ided at no added charge. 

*Plus my suue sales wx 
mul a toral of $3. for shifJIJing mul hmulling. 

Signature _________________ _ 

City ________________ _ 

Stare, Zip ______________ _ 
41 



MODEL 85 

EXCLUSIVE LIFETIME 
REPAIR POLICY 

Taurus will repair your Taurus 
handgun frM of charge tor the 
llfetlme of the -apon. No other 
handgun manufacturer makH this 
offer I See your dealer Ind Hk to 
- the top-value Taurus llne. 

International standards of 
craftsmanship and reliability. 

TAURUS INTERNATIONAL 
4563 S.W. 71 st Avenue 

Miami, FL 33155 



92 

N 
E 
y 

.,..o" 

Save money! Retail Your Price 

44 Mag - 240 JHP $26.95 $17.95 

9mm - 115 FMJ $18.50 $11.95 

·380 - 95 FMJ $15.95 $1 1.95 

357 Mag - 158 JHP $20.99 $12.95 

45 ACP - 230 FMJ $20.95 $14.95 

38 Special - 158 JHP $17.95 $11 .95 

U.S.A. manuf. - Guaranteed not reloads! 
Phone order - VISA / MC .. Cashiers check, 
money orders or personal ck (with ck guarantee) 
with this order form. Send a photo copy of your 
driver's license for proof of age and residence and 
sign the following statement: 
I certify that I have enclosed a true copy of my driver's license. 
I also certify that I am 21 years of age and there are no state or 
local laws against my purchase of ammunition. 

Signature ____ __ Date 
AU orders shipped UPS COD and freight collect unless cred it 
card purchase. Send payment and order form to 

J.C. Enterprises, P.O. Box 1543, Lakewood , CA 

90714. Phone now! (213) 924-6751 

boxes 

x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
Sub Total 
CaHt.Res. 
add6._ sale1t1u 

Full money back guarantee! Call for details! Shoot more! 

Total 

O 1987 CEI Inc. "'--' 

SHOOT 
A ~:;Q 

~~~.g~~~ ~, -... 
handguns safely, et- . · . .' .· 
fect ively and within __ ,._ 
the law. It describes, 
with helpful illustrations , the accepted 
techniques of shooting, and shows you 
how to choose the best handgun for your 
particular needs. Learn how and where to 
shoot , the care and cleaning of your 
weapons, firearm responsibility, what am
munition to purchase, and much more. 
Features detailed photos of popular hand
guns plus a special chapter on defensive 
pistol shooting . SHOOT A HANDGUN is 
the complete manual of handgun instruc
tion that you'll refer to again and again. 
Includes a glossary of handgun terms. 
Make it part of your home library now! Only 
$8.95 plus $1.00 for postage and handling. 

HANDGUNNER BOOKS Dept . 7 6 -H 9 
591 Camino de la Reina San Diego .CA 92108 
____ Send me a copy of SHOOT A 
HANDGUN. Enclosed find $8.95 plus $1 .00 for 
postage and handling. 
Charge my Cred it Card __ Visa __ MC 

Number _____ Exp. Date _ Initials __ 
NAME _____________ _ 
ADDRESS ___________ _ 

CITY _____ STATE __ ZIP __ 
Califorina residents, add 6% sales tax . Allow 4-6 weeks 
for delivery. 

BAUSC H & L 0 MB. 
For Tbe Hottest Loads! 
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It's time to change! After 7 years of development, 
the United States Ammunition Company has 
made a breakthrough in ammunition design, per
formance and production. Fully tested against 
industry standards , USAC's plastic-case"d 
.38 Special meets or exceeds them all. The result? 
Inexpensive, reloadable centerfire plastic-cased 
ammunition . Like a hot round? Compared to 
brass, the plastic-cased cartridge requires less 
force to separate the bullet from the case. There
fore, you shoot a faster, flatter trajectory round 
with tighter groups. Reloaders get excited too. 
The tough "memory" plastic case contracts to its 
original size after firing. You can reload a case up 

to ten times without resizing, crimping or trim
ming. A simple handloading tool and replace
ment bullets make for the easiest, least expensive, 
reloading system in the world. In fact, you can 
even reload on the range. Cost wise, it's no fun 
holding back on the range because you're paying 
too much for ammo. Now you can relax ... just 
compare the lowest .38 Special metallic ammo 
prices with USAC's new round . But shooting is 
believing. See your dealer now for USAC's 
.38 Special ammo in all popular bullet weights 
and shapes, with other calibers soon to follow. 
For literature, write to USAC, 4500 - 15th St. East, 
Tacoma, WA 98424 . DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 



INDUSTRY INSIDER 
JERRY RAKUSAN 

TEA TIME AND TOILETS: S& W SOLD TO 
BRITISH PLUMBERS FOR $112 MILLION 

British firm F.H. Tomkins PLC was the 
successful bidder for Smith & Wesson. 

Tomkins plans to pay for the purchase with 
$38.8 miUion from its own resources and an 
issue of 18.2 million new shares, raising 
$73.7 million. 

The British firm is said to be manufactur
ers of lawn mowers and plumbing equip
ment, so one would not expect any drastic 
changes in management , production , ,or 
product line. 

Lear Siegler Holdings Company, which 
held Smith & Wesson , announced the total 
sale price at $112.5 million. 

Speaking of Smith & Wesson , there is 
word that a new .44 Magnum revolver is in 
the works. This is reported to be built on the 
"N" frame, with a full length underlug, a la 
the "L" frame guns and an unftuted cylinder. 
Look for a 61/z " and a 83/s " barrels. 

The first . production run of Colt's IOmm 
auto pistols is just about completed, and a 
source at the factory tells me that dealers will 
begin receiving guns some time in June. 
There's not a great number of guns, so I 

suspect that production will increase during 
the summer, but until then the guns will be 
allocated to dealers to assure wide 
distribution . 

We have received many plaintive pleas 
from readers asking for a source of Bren Ten 
magazines that work. It appears from the 
letters we have received that either they have 
IOmm guns that do not have magazines, or 
they have defective magazines. If anyone has 
a source for these we would be happy to pass 
it on to all of our readers. 

The Browning double-action 9mm auto 
pistol, which appeared for a short while in the 
Browning catalog, is a thing of the past. 

Don Hume holsters are sold by the most 
reputable dealers for a very good 
reason. Their experience over 
the past thirty years has taught 
them that buying quality is not 
only good business, but they gain 
a sense of pnde and confidence. 

According to Browning sources, the pistol , 
as made by FN, will not be imported. There 
is a possibility that Browning will go else
where for production of a double-action Hi
Power. 

On the Sig-Sauer front, their new dis
tribution system seems to be working, and 
reports are that more and more police depart
ments are becoming interested in the guns. 
What is unusual is that interest is split almost 
50-50 between the P-220 in .45 ACP and the 
P-226 in 9mm. 

It seems that 9mm double-action pistols 
are hogging the news these days, and it's no 
different with Llama. Their new Model 82, 
which has been adopted as the official side
arm of the Spanish army, will soon hit the 
U.S. market. The new generation of single
action Llamas, with a more positive safety 
that locks the firing pin , a modified extractor, 
and re-designed grip panels, are also becom
ing available. 

One of the more interesting handgun 
ammo developments is the new 9mm 
revolver cartridge announced by Federal 
Cartridge Co. In case you hadn't heard , 
Federal is now distributing Norma ammuni
tion . This should alleviate some of the prob-

lems of obtaining their proprietary ammo, 
but it is doubtful that the price situation will 
change. 

Let's Get Political, 
With the NRA convention over, and the 

status within the organization pretty much 
status quo, perhaps now we, and they, can get 
down to some business of fighting the myriad 
of anti-gun bills in Congress. If I came away 
from the NRA meeting with any ideas at all , 
it was that the so-called dissidents, beside 
their political thrust within the organization, 
tried to instill but a single thought to all the 
members-when it comes to anti-gun legisla
tion , let there be no compromise! 

We have, in the past, compromised away 
little bits and pieces of our firearms rights, 
and if we haven't learned by now, perhaps it's 
already too late. 

There is one piece of legislation that cries 
out for no compromise. That is the proposed 
federal 7-day waiting period for all handgun 
transactions. As I understand it , if you sell 
your buddy a handgun and don't wait seven 
days before you deliver it , it' the pokey or a 
fine. What a field day the BATF could have 
with that one. -S. 
No compromise! ~ 
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UNCLE 
MIKE:S SIDEKICK'M 

Shootin' Gear for . 
by Michaels of Oregon 

•• 
PISTOL CLIPS are at your 

fingertips from either the Single 
Clip Pouch or the Double Pistol 

Clip Pouches. Double models 
available for either single line 

or staggered magazines. 
Camouflage or black. 

HORSES, TRAIL BIKES, SNOWMOBILES and off-road rigs are 
right for SIDEKICK Scabbards. They protect your rifle or carbine with a 

tough laminate of Cordura nylon, waterproof closed-cell foam padding and 
smooth nylon lining. Three sizes. Camouflage or brown. 

CLEANING KITS, rope , sweater, canteen , 
food , game bags and hunting gear of all 
sorts can be carried effortlessly in SIDEKICK 
Fanny Packs. Slip-on model with single com
partment is carried on your holster 
or trouser belt. Integral 
model has its own belt 
and two compartments. 
Both in black, camou
flage and woodland camouflage. 

REVOLVERS can be reloaded quickly from 
Single and Double Speedloader Pouches. 
Or choose the Handgun Cartridge Slide or 
Folding Handgun Cartridge Carrier. All are 
available in camouflage or black. All made 
of tough Cordura nylon . 

FIREWOOD AND GAME are no match for 
the cutting capability of the ~ 
SIDEKICK Hunter's Saw. 

Extra thick high carbon bladeA 7 
has teeth for wood on one 
side , for meat and bone on 
the other. Cordura nylon 
belt scabbard. 

MINI-LITES such as the MINI-MAG ' fit 
perfectly into these pouches. Two models 
have belt loops .. . one open, one with flap . 
Third model has belt clip . Brand-new model 
for extra-small AAA lights. Camouflage 
or black. 

AMMO for rifles , handguns or shotguns is 
within easy reach on these new Cartridge 
Belts . Elastic cartridge loops hold shells 
securely. Rifle and handgun models each 
hold 20 shells , shotgun 25. 

SHOTGUN AMMO is conveniently available 
from either the new Shotgun Cartridge Slide 
or the Shotgun Butt Stock Shell Holder. 
New Choke Tube Pouch holds and protects 
two tubes and a wrench. 

RIFLE AMMO is as close as your belt from 
SIDEKICK Cartridge Slides, Folding 
Cartridge Carriers or Full -Box Cartridge 
Carriers. Or keep your ammo on your rifle 
stock with the Rifle Butt Stock Shell Holder. 

BINOCULARS, matches, your hunting 
license and tags , topo maps and other 
gear are at your fingertips in the SIDEKICK 
All Purpose Pouch. Zipper on top, Velcro 
closure on front pocket. Black, camouflage 
or woodland camouflage. 

CO~UR{S 
All made in the U.S.A. 

All sold in gun and sporting goods stores 

lsend s 1-:00 for 36-page full color catalog -1 
I 

to Michaels of Oregon , Dept. AHG-12, I 
PO. Box 13010, Portl and, OR 97213. 

I NAME I 
I I I ADDRESS I 
L..'.:TY/ STATE/~ ______ _j 



AS CLOSE TO CUSTOM AS YOU CAN GET 
RIGHT OUT OF THE BOX 

Now you can have power and 
all-around versatility in one multi
purpose revolver- the Smith 
& Wesson Model 586/686 .357 
Distinguished Combat Mag
num~ It's the most durable 
(and imitated) .357 Magnum 
built today. 

This sturdy six-shot , de
signed to take the heat of 
continuous .357 Magnum 
loads, has established itself 
as the favorite of police marks
men and sporting shooters. 
And with eighteen variations to 
choose from, you 're sure to find 
just the combination of finishes, 
triggers, sights and barrel lengths 
you 're looking for - right out of
the box. 

Compare the selection of cus
tom features available immediate
ly without special ordering. 

Carbon orstainlesssteel frames 
with removable sideplate (for easy 

inspection) and 4", 6" or 8%" bar
rels. Blue, nickel or sat in stain less 

finishes. Smooth combat or ser
rated target triggers. Plain or white 
outline micrometer cl ick rear 
sights adjustable for windage 
and elevation . 

And that 's not all. Our Model 
586/686 is now avai !able with 
either a red ramp or an adjustable 
four-position front sight on 6" and 
8%" barrels, making this the only 
production .357 Magnum revolver 

ottering a fully adjustable front 
sight. Each position adjusts in

dividually with a positive 
" click" for a fast change in 
elevation or range without 
rear sight adjustment. So 
now you can match the power 
of heavy loads with the speed 
of rapid front sight adjust
ment for maximum accuracy 
whether hunting , metallic 
silhouette or target shooting. 

Power. Speed . Custom 
features . Versa ti I ity ... value. 

It's all there in one quality hand
gun. When you want one gun for 
every type of recreational shooting. 

YOU WANT IT 
TO BE A SMITH. 

Springfield. MA 01102-2208 -

RR Red Ramp Front Sight Insert AF Adiustable Front Sight RS Plain Rear Sight WO White Outline Rear Sight Notch TT Target Trigaer CT Comba t Trigger 
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