


PRECISION PROGRESSIVE 
RELOADING PRODUCTS 

from Dillon Precision 
Dillon Precision's RLSSO. 
The World's most versatile progressive reloader. 

The Dillon RL550 is available in over 115 different rifle and pistol calibers. Automatic 
powder and primer systems combined with interchangeable die holding tool heads 
make the Dillon RL550 incredibly simple for a beginner, as well as quickly producing 
match grade ammo for the professional. Ross Seyfried says in Guns and Ammo 
Magazine, " Dollar for dollar, combined with their Customer Service, the Dillon RL550 
is the greatest reloading machine on the face of the earth." Factory direct $234.95. 

The New 
Square Deal. 

The American Rifleman (May 1987) 
says, " Dillon's stated intent was to 

produce a progressive reloader that 
could be used by a beginner, at a 

cost that would be less than a conventional reloading setup. It would appear 
Dillon Precision has accomplished this." 

The Dillon Square Deal arrives from the factory ready to reload. Our drop-in 
insert dies are adjusted, you determine how much powder you want the 

automatic powder measure to throw and select the bullet depth. You place a 
fired cartridge into station one, a bullet at station three and pump the handle. 

The Square Deal resizes the fired round, installs a new primer, deposits powder 
in the case, seats the bullet, crimps the bullet, indexes and ejects the reloaded 

round into the attached collection box, all automatically. 
The Dillon Square Deal is now available in 45acp, 38, 357, 44spec. 44mag, 9mm, 
45 Long Colt, 41mag, 380 and 38 Super calibers. Factory direct $145.00 Now with both Large and Small Powder Bars. 

SHINE? 
You bet your Brass! Dillon Precision has 
developed another exciting new product to 
make your reloading faster and easier. GFP90 
is the first cartridge case finish designed 
specifically to bring a brilliant shine and a 
protective coating to reloaded ammunition. 
Simply add several capfuls to the media in 
your tumbler and run. GFP90 has a great 
residual value and stays in your tumbling 
media, you 'll use less each time you clean 
your cases. Priced at $4.50 per 8 oz. bottle. 
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MACNUM FL 2000 FACTORY DIRECT 
Designed by Reloaders who know the limits of 
the competition's machines. The new Dillon FL 
2000 Vibratory Cartridge Case Cleaner 
outshines the competition. It is the largest by 
far, with a 121/2 quart volume at full load. It does 
1300 381357 or 550 30-06 cases per hour. Not 
only is our capacity greater, but our motors are 
larger in horsepower, internally cooled, thermally 
protected, turning on precision ball bearings. 
This is no "hobby" machine. The bowl and 
frame are high impact ABS material over 1/4 
inch thick. Factory Direct $125. 

DILLON RAPID LUBE 
Dillon Precision's development of an aerosol 
cartridge case lubricant was not an easy task, 
using it is. Simply lay your cases out, spray 
lightly with one or two passes and you 've 
done it. No mess, no guess work. Within 
minutes the lubricant distributes itself around 
the cartridge cases and you're ready to load. 
Priced at $4.50, try a can. You'll never use a 
grease pad again. 

The Dillon Eliminator 
When Dillon Precision decided to market a 
reloading scale, we had three requirements: 1. It 
had to be accurate (to 1/10 of a grain), 2. It had 
to be easy to use, 3. It had to be a quality 
product at a reasonable price. 
We went to you the reloader to choose a 
design. You chose the Dillon Eliminator. This 
precision instrument eliminates the guess work 
by a simple three poise balance beam. Easy to 
use for the Novice, precision accuracy for the 
professional. Factory Direct $39.95. 

Only Dillon Precision sells direct to the reloader, 
no middleman profits. Only Dillon has a 30 day 
money back guarantee. Only Dillon has this 
simple warranty: no fine print, no time limit, 
commercial reloader or hobbyist, 500 rounds or 
500,000 or more. If it breaks, we'll fix it free! (All 
electric motors are covered for 12 months.) 

All Dillon products are sold factory direc:t 
and backed by a simple sales policy. 1y our 
products for 30 days; if you are not 
completely satisfied, simply return for a fuD 
refund. ordering from Dillon Pr9Ci8lon is 
simple. 
Call us 10LL FREE. A member of our alalf 
will be glad to take )'OUr order. Plea9e have 
your VIS8 or Master card ready when you 
call. ff you~ we wit shiJ> C.0.D. cash 
with no extra C.0.0. charge. All prt8S88 are 
shiooed freight paid within the continenl8I 
U.S..(except APO's). All other orders are 
subject to a shipping.lhandling fee. Call Toll 
Free 1-80CM21·7832. In Arizona 
802-948 8009. 
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I rec1s1on 
Products, Inc. 

7442 E. Butherus Drive 
Scottsdale, Al. 85260 



WoeLD'S PmsT COilH1oeATIYE 114 
The first, firing, limited edition M14 ever created to honor the Americans who 

fought for freedom in Vietnam. 

n back the 
ck to the 

opening days 
of the Vietnam War. 
America's youth, 

carrying M14s, enter the fiery crucible of battle. 
Now, to provide a lasting, tangible tribute to 

that generation and the noble cause for which 
they fought, The American Historical Founda
tion is proud to present The Vietnam War Com
memorative M14. 

As the world's first commemorative M14, 
this is in the "first ever" class of distinction, 
which has seen many significant, well-docu
mented price increases. From a collector view
point, this is destined to become an important 
classic. 

Limited Edition: Only 500 Of Each 
1Wo models are available; the Deluxe Museum 

Edition and the Collector Edition are separate, num
bered, limited editions of only 500 each. There is a 
direct relationship between rarity and value, and 
this low edition limit enhances the investment as
pect of ownership. 

To increase the historical value, the components 
in both editions are genuine G.l. Using new, deluxe 
polished receivers, each rifle is custom finished 
and assembled by the oldest American firm still 
making M14s, Federal Ordnance. Each rifle is so 
well made it comes with a lifetime warranty for the 
original owner. As a benefit, each rifle fires in semi
automatic only, so anyone who can own a regular 
hunting rifle can own one. 

Both models reflect their special status with 
mirror polished, 24-Karat Gold plated components. 
On the Collector Edition, 15 parts receive this special 
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attention: front sight, safety, magazine release, front 
and rear sling swivel sets (5 parts), rear sight assem
bly (6 parts), and trigger. On the Deluxe Museum 
Edition, the flash suppressor is also gold plated. 

Patriotic inscriptions are deeply etched and 
gold-gilt infilled on the operating rod and receiver. 

The Deluxe Museum Edition 
The Deluxe Museum Edition is custom built 

with a "Supreme"-grade American Walnut stock by 
the respected firm of Reinhart Fajen; it gleams with 
seven coats of lacquer, hand-rubbed and polished to 
a museum-quality finish. 

The serial numbers, between 001 and 500, with 
the prefix "VME" for Vietnam-Museum Edition," 
further designate this to be a special edition. Serial 
No. 001 was presented by the Foundation to General 
William C. Westmoreland, at a special ceremony 
attended by hundreds of Vietnam Veterans to honor 
the 20th Anniversary of the Tet Offensive. 

The Collector Edition 
The Collector Edition features a genuine G.I. 

wooden stock, specially finished in a black, highly
textured presentation-grade finish, symbolizing the 
black granite Vietnam Veterans Memorial; it compli
ments the mirror polished and blued steel and the 
24-Karat Gold plated components. The serial num-

Personalize your Ml4 with 
your service branch symbol 
and/or other spedal infor
mation engraved on the mag
azine. Marine Corps symbol 
shown; Army, Navy, Air 
Force, and Coast Guard 
available. 

A furniture-finished solid walnut display case is available for either model. With three solid brass hinges and 
locks, the acrylic glass lid and velvet lining protect your investment from dust and unauthorized handling. 
Designed for wall mounting or for display flat or upright on a table. A section of Vietnam Service ribbon and 
brass plaque identify this as an important, patriotic tribute. 

CAHF 
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- The Collector Edition 

bers range between 001 and 500, with the prefix 
"VCE" for "Vietnam-Collector Edition." 

Collectors who reserve both models may receive 
matching serial numbers, while available. Both 
models are fitted with a deluxe black leather sling 
and a cloisonne fired enamel medallion proudly 
displaying the Vietnam Service Medal. 

Both models fire 7.62 mm (.308 Win.) ammuni
tion and come with a 20-round magazine, Field 
Manual and numbered Certificate of Authenticity. 

This is available only from The American His
torical Foundation. With your reservation, you will 
be made a Member. A monthly payment plan is 
available. If you do not have a Federal Firearms 
License, the Foundation will arrange delivery with 
you after your reservation is received here. If you do 
have an FFL, send a signed copy, and it will be 
shipped directly to you. Your satisfaction is guaran
teed or return for full refund within 30 days. 

r---------------------------------------
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RESERVATION 

Satisfaction Gu.uanteed or Return in 30 days for Full Refund 
To: The American Historical Foundation 

1142 West Grace Street, Dept. D139 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 
Telephone: (804) 353-1812 
TOLL FREE 24 hours: (800) 368-8080 

Yes, I wish to reserve the firing Vietnam War Commern· 
orative Ml4, selectively plated w ith 24-Karat Gold w ith 
special etched inscriptions. I will also receive membership 
in the Foundation and a Ml4 Field Manual. Satis faction 
guaranteed. 

_ Deluxe Museum Edi tion of only 500, at $1,595. 
_ Collector Edi tion of only 500, at $1,395. 

O My deposit (or credit card authorization) of $95 per gun 
is enclosed. Please 0 charge or D invoice the balance 
due. 
0 in five monthly payments ($300 Deluxe, $260 Collec
tor). 
0 in full. 

D Please also send the optional g lass and walnut display 
case for each gun reserved, adding $225 per case to the 
final payment selected. 

O My payment in full (or cred it card authorization) fo r each 
gun reserved is enclosed. 

D Yes, I wish personalized engraving on the magazine, a t 
$25. Please send the Engraving Request Form . 

Name. 

Address 

Daytime Telephone ( . ... . . . . . . ) ... . .... . .... .... . .... . . 
For Visa, MasterCard or American Express, please send accoun t 
number, expiration date and signature . Virginia residents add tax. 
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TRAIN WITH THE BEST 
The $64.00 question 

What do shooters like Rob Letham, Jerry 
Barnhart, John Pride, Charles Grabbatin, 
Brian Enos and Chip McCormick have in 
common, besides winning a pistol match or 
two? They all train with PACT Championship 
Timers. Now let's face it, these guys can 
have any timer they want. So maybe there 's 
a reason why they choose PACT, over all 
others, for their vital practice sessions. 

Why do I need a timer? 
Whether you are training for competition 

or self defense; if you are going to improve 
you've got to keep track of the two elements 
of marksmanship that you are striving to 
master: accuracy and speed. Would you 
consider practicing without a target? Of 
course not, because without a target you 
have no measure of your accuracy. By the 
same token , without a timer, you have no 
accurate measurement of your speed and no 
way to tell if a given technique is helping or 
hindering your progress. 

Of course shooting timers, like guns, are 
not created equal. A well designed shooting 
timer is an invaluable training aid which will 
dramatically improve your practice sessions. 
A poorly designed timer, with functions that 
are inconvenient or difficult to use, becomes 
nothing more than an expensive buzz box 
that distracts you from your shooting each 
time you use it. 

#07 1.03 
FIND SHOT: 

Advanced display 
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The PACT MKlll featues an advanced 32 
character display instead of the four digit 
display commonly found on other timers and 
cheap alarm clocks (sorry guys, but facts are 
facts). This display allows the MKlll to display 
all of the information about a given shot (shot 
number, split time, total time) at a glance and 
eliminates the hassle of having to " toggle" 
back and forth between functions in order to 
review your shot string. 

Full function keypad 
Our 32 character display and 16 key 

keypad make the MKlll about as easy to use 
as your pocket calculator. For example to 

enter a " PAR TIME" of four seconds, simply 
push " PAR." the MKlll will ask you to 
"ENTER PAR TIME AND PRESS SET" so 
you push "4," "SET." Want to change it to 
six seconds? Push " PAR," " 6," "SET," it's 
that simple! 

A few of our features 
• A buzzer that's loud enough to hear 

with your earphones on 
• Sensitivity of shot detector is adjustable 
• Instant GO or adjustable fixed or 

random delay 
• 999.99 second time limit 
• Automatic Comstock function 
• Lap function 

Order Today 

TOLL FREE ... 800 PACT INC 
(in Texas 214-641-0049) 

By Phone: We are happy to answer 
your questions and take your order. We 
accept Visa, MC and COD orders.• 

PACT MKlll . ....... . .. . ..... $279 
CHRONO-MOD with Skyscreens 
(optional) .. .. . . .............. $49 
Skyscreen Bracket 
(optional but nice) . . . . . . . .... .. $24 
Battery Powered Printer ....... $125 
Extra Printer Paper (6 rools) .... $12 
Extra Skyscreens . $15 each $25 pair 
Skyscreen Housings$2.50 each 4 for $9 

• shipping & Insurance $4.50 UPS 
ground/$10 UPS 2nd day air. Extra 
shipping for bracket (separate package) 
$3 ground/$6 2nd day air. Bank service 
charge for VISNMC. COD fee $2. Write 
or call for foreign rates. Texas residents 
add appropriate sales tax. 

Brochure Available covering the PACT 
product line of shooting timers and 
chronographs, $1 .00. 

P. 0 . Box 531525 
Grand Prairie, TX 75053 

• 9 Volt battery 
• Advanced training functions allow 

simulation of complex courses of fire 
• Two stop plate inputs. Man vs Man mode 

gives both shooters total times, who 
won and margin of victory . 

• Auxiliary output drives relay for horns, 
lights, moving targets, etc . 

• Drives optional battery powered printer 

$49.00 Chronograph 
"The finest Chronograph I have ever used" 

. . . Ross Seyfried 

By having the $49 CHRONO-MOD 
(skyscreens included) installed in your MKlll , 
you enable it to double as the best portable 
chronograph on the market. When operated 
as a chronograph, the MKlll performs all of 
the functions of the PACT Precision 
Chronograph and includes our new Glint 
Guard™ pat. pend. detection circuitry. In ad
dition the MKlll will automatically calculate 
the power factor of each round fired . 

30 Day Money Back Guarantee 
We designed the MKlll, we build it, and we 

sell it factory direct to you. We take full 
responsibility for your satisfaction. If you are 
not 100% satisfied with any PACT product , 
return it to us undamaged (no fair driving over 
it) within 30 days, and we will refund your 
money. That's our promise and you can 
depend on it. 

Lifetime Warranty 
The MKlll features a real simple repair 

policy. If it breaks due to a defective part or 
faulty workmanship we'll fix it free. If you 
break it (people really have driven over them, 
ask Mickey Fowler) we will fix it for cost . No 
hassles and no questions asked. 

Shop Around & Call Us Last 
Before you buy a shooting timer take the 

time to do a little research . Call the different 
manufacturers and get their literature. 
Compare each timer feature for feature and 
watch out for bizarre operational limitations, 
like the inability to review shots when using 
a PAR time or the requirement for two 
machines to run a Man vs Man event . You 'll 
find that dollar for dollar and feature for 
feature the PACT MKlll gives you more 
honest "bang for the buck" than any other 
shooting timer on the market. 

PACT, MKlll , CHRONO·MOD and GLINT GUARD are trademarks of Practical Applied Computer Technology, Inc. 



TAKE YOUR FAVORITE SIDEKICK® HUNTING 

Hip Holsters 
The original SIDEKICK holster, 
the medium-high-ride hip model 
is now available in 15 different 
sizes to fit virtually every hand
gun. This well-balanced rig is 
steady and secure on any 2-inch 
holster belt. Safety strap releases 
from front. 

v. 
Bandolier Hunting Holsters 
Great for wearing over a heavy 
hunting jacket or foul weather 
gear, the Bandolier positions a 
large hunting handgun across 
yourchestoryourback. Padded 
flap keeps out moisture and dirt 
and protects gun from bumps 
when climbing. Scoped models, 
too . 

Vertical Shoulder Holsters 
An excellent hunting holster, the 
vertical shoulder model is held in 
place both onside with a belt loop 
and offside with an elastic tie
down that also accepts 1 or 2 
accessories. Shoulder harness 
is strong , comfortable and secure. 
Models for scoped guns, too. 

J: 
Flap-Style Hip Holsters 
If you hunt in rain, snow or dusty 
conditions, protect your handgun 
in a SIDEKICK Flap holster. It 
sets the gun deep enough to 
cover the triggerguard and 
protects it with a padded flap. 
Safety strap provided when flap 
is not used. 

UNCLE 
MIKE~ 

® Your best bet 
in holsters 

by Michaels of Oregon 

Whether you carry your hunting handgun on your 
belt, over your shoulder or across your chest, "Uncle 
Mike's" has a SIDEKICK® nylon holster that will fit you, 
your gun and your hunting style. 

Made in the U.S.A. of rugged 1000-denier 
Cordura® nylon, waterproof closed cell foam padding 
and smooth nylon lining, SIDEKICK holsters are built 
to take it no matter where you hunt or how tough the 
conditions are. They protect your handgun from rain , 
snow, dirt, bumps and scrapes, but hold no rust-causing 
moisture and won't wear the blueing. 

The security of your handgun as you ride, hike or 
climb through rugged terrain is assured by the design of 
SIDEKICK holsters. The memory quality of the patented 
SIDEKICK laminate grips the gun firmly regardless of 
how many times you draw and re-holster. Strong, 
adjustable safety straps are used in all models. 

Your gun or sporting goods dealer can show you 
the SIDEKICK hunting holster for your handgun, in 
black or camouflage, in right or left hand models. 

1:-- - - - ®-Send $~for40-page shoot~ l 
I 

accessory catalog to Michaels of 

1 
Oregon, Dept AHG-16, PO. Box 

1 

by M.chaelso/ O,egon 13010, Portland, OR 97213. 
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SPEAK OUT 

HK Here To Stay 
Editor's Note: In the Industry Insider col
umn of the May/June issue we reported 
that 'itn unconfirmed rumor floating 
around the (SHOT) show floor was that 
H&K, maker of the squeeze-cocking P-7 
semi-automatic pistol, is pulling up stakes 
and quitting the American market." 
Dr. Florian Deltgen, president of HK, 
responds: 

I don't know where you pick up your 
"unconfirmed rumors" about HK pulling 
out of the USA. HK is here to stay. Next 
time you wish to speak with somebody in 
authority, drop off your business card and/ 
or make an appointment. You probably 
won't find presidents of other companies in 
their SHOT Show booths all the time, wait
ing for journalists to pop in . Nor can I 
afford to do that. In addition , it would 
appear to me that "unconfirmed" rumors 
don't belong in a serious publication. 

In April of 1987 HK had to increase its 
prices by a margin of 40 % versus 1986. 
This was due to the continued fall of the 
U.S. dollar. Not many firearms companies 
can survive such a price hike. We did . We 
could because our products are of out
standing quality. Firearms must be reli
able, safe and accurate. If a gun is not, it's 
not worth its money no matter how afford
able it may be. A cheap gun can cost you 
too much: your life. The uncompromisin"g 
quality that makes HK firearms the optimal 
combination of reliability, safety and 
accuracy is appreciated by many people 
who realize that to protect lives you can 
only depend on the best there is. These 
folks pay the money it takes to own an HK 
gun. There are many of them and that's 
what keeps us going. 

I would really be obliged if you pub
lished this letter in the American Handgun
ner to make sure that your readers get the 
facts straight and hear the truth from the 
horse's mouth-so to speak. 

Dr. Florian Deltgen 
President HK 

Boilershop Boys 
Blast Ayoob 

I've subscribed to your magazine for 
about three years and after reading Massad 
Ayoob's fairytale, I've come to the conclu
sion that he's definitely fallen off the edge 
and dragged your magazine with him 
(4x.44 in May/June 1988) . 

The boys down at the boilershop and I 
got a really good laugh out of the article 
from start to finish. 

The chuckles started right off with his 
claiming the inventory list of the National 
Guard armory as his own. Over a dozen 
. 44 Magnums alone! The guys began to see 

the humor right away wondering how this 
magazine fantasizer used a .44 Magnum as 
a "power tool." Kept 'em glued to the 
bulletin board , I'll tell you! 

We all thought he had gone as far as 
possible when he told of another pulp 
writer, preposterously named Frank 
James, who lost part of his trigger finger to 
crazed farm machinery because he didn't 
have his trusty .44 Mag on his hip to reflex
ively blast that cannibalistic four-banger 
into oblivion! I had tears in my eyes over 
that one. 

And before I could even catch my 
breath, he related the following situation. 

Seems old dead-eye-oob bagged an 
impala , one of the swiftest animals on 
earth and noted for his leaping ability, with 
a single shot , standing, double-action, 
right through both lungs and spine at over 
300 feet through bushes no less! And what 
did Ayoob say of this miraculous shot? 
"Damn, two inches low!" 

The guffaws kept coming. The caption 
under the obviously doctored photo said 
old dead-eye-oob faced "dry, moldy mut
ton and gruel for supper," so he just had to 
shoot that impala. At least they remem
bered to take the rope off the animal's neck. 

Ayoob must have spent all his money on 
guns and those designer bullets if the expe
dition couldn't afford any better provisions 
that moldy mutton and gruel. He should 
have shot the guy that bought that crap. He 
didn't say ifhe had salad with that impala. 

And as the echoes of laughter faded once 
again, came what I consider the topper. 

Ayoob's host , whoever that was, needed 
some "pot-meat for his work crew," 
(Massad gonna feed us po' boys?) . Old 
dead-eye-oob drug out that .44 again , 
jumped into his Land Rover at night, 
flipped on the spotlight and set out on the 
bunny trail. Got that sucker in "mid-hop" 
too! He says he shot a rabbit at 135 feet at 
night , from a moving vehicle, travelling in 
the opposite direction in which the rabbit 
was running. I don't know how much "pot
meat" is left on a rabbit after a .44 Mag
num is through with it, but me and the guys 
were rolling on the floor after we got 
through that one. 

The article was sprinkled with refer
ences to that legendary windbag, Elmer 
Keith. Ayoob tried to lend credence to his 
own tales by relating Keith's peyote
induced pipe dream of a 600 yard kill shot 
of a mule deer with a four-inch handgun. 
That translates to six football fields for us 
laymen. Whatever Keith was smoking, he 
must have left a goodly supply to Ayoob in 
his will. 

Well, I won't worry about seeing this in 
print as I know you only print the letters 
you write yourselves. I would, however, 
hire an editor and at least read that crap 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER ·SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1988 

••• AND KEEP YOUR 
AMMO HANDY 

Handgun Cartridge 
Slide with six elastic 
cartridge loops. 

SIDEKICK .. 
Oy IA..:: ~ .. elsOI 0 1egoti 

Belt Accessories 
Slip one or two of 
these ammo 
carriers on 
your holster 
belt and never 
worry about 
fumbling 
through 
jacket 
pockets for 
shells again. 
Made of tough 
Cordura® nylon 

Single or Double 
Speedloader Pouch, 
with Velcro® flap. 

and practically indestructible nylon 
web, they hold ammunition securely 
and silently. Can be carried on offside 
tie-down of shoulder holsters, too. 
See them all, plus rifle and shotshell 

Holster and Cartridge Belts. 

Mini-Lite 
Pouches, AA 
and AAA sizes. 

Folding Handgun 
Cartridge Carrier 
holds 12 cartridges; 
compact and silent . 

ammo 
carriers, 

at your 
gun or 

sporting 
goods 

dealer. All 
accessories 

in black or 
camouflage. 
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end of a .45 running and gunning your 
way through a match against the clock 
and 300 other top competitors? 

If you've been there, you know. If you 
haven't, you can get the feel ing by 
reading AMERICAN HANDGUNNER. 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER covers all 
the top competitions in a way no other 
magazine can. 

Writers who actually compete take 
you inside each match g iving you the 
thrills and chills of each stage and 
barrier. You'll find out what it's like to get 
a jam in the middle of a timed event or 
the feeling of blowing through a stage 
without a miss. 

They'll also tell you how winning 
shooters stay sharp during a match 
and what they do to remain on top. 

When you subscribe to AMERICAN 
HANDGUNNER, you' ll get all the cham
pionship coverage you can handle 
plus a look at the latest shooting equip
ment and techniques. You'll also get 
Massad Ayoob's controversial ''Ayoob 
Files", a chance to win a custom hand
gun through HANDGUNNER's "Custom 
Gun Giveaway", and much more in 
every issue. 

Don't settle for just being another 
face in the crowd ... Subscribe to 
AMERICAN HANDGUNNER and be part 
of the action. 

iiiiDllllEI 
Use the adjoining order 
card or write to P.O. Box 
16439, San Diego, CA 
92116 to start your sub
scription today! 

Tom Campbell in action at the 
1986 IPSC National Championships. 



from Ayoob before you print it. 
I can't speak for the rest of the guys, but 

as for me, send the rest of the magazines 
I've paid for, as the ads are pretty good , but 
don't bother me about renewing my 
subscription. 

I just wonder what kind of BS stories 
Ayoob would be telling if your rag was a 
fishing magazine. 

Gary Sillett 
Pomona, Ks. 

The vast majority of the mail received on 
Massad Ayoobs 4x. 44 article was positive, 
thanking Ayoob for a good read. We are 
publishing Mr. Silletts letter not because 
its representative but because its, well, 
entertaining. 

Massad Ayoob replies: 
Gary, I expect you have lots of tools at 

the boilershop. Why does it surprise you 
that someone who does handguns for a 
living has a dozen variations of one type of 
instrument? As for shooting the impala, 
our party didn't go for a lounge-lizard hunt 
with room service, instead hunting a 
remote area where you have to kill to eat. 
The larder was short because my hunting 
partner Cameron Hopkins shoots only 
select trophies and J hunt mostly with a 
camera. Hence, the expedience of the shot. 

The crux of your problem, Gary, seems 
to be that you feel the //7-yard spineshot on 
the impala was a fantastic feat. While I was 
proud of it, it was by no means unique. A 
year before in the same area, Mickey 

Fowler ran a string of some half-dozen 
animals headshot at over JOO yards with a 
Redhawk. 44 Magnum. 

J suspect you and "the boys down at the 
boilershop" have spent a lot more time talk
ing about handguns than shooting them. A 
quick trip to a local IHMSA match will 
show you lots of people with factory-stock 
Magnums shooting steel rams at 200 
yards. You aren't far from the Chapman 
Academy in Columbia, Mo., where my 
friend and frequent teaching partner Ray 
Chapman shows students how to zap a soda 
can at JOO yards with a pistol -a much 
harder mark than an impalas spine. 

One thing you might be right about is 
cancelling your subscription. Handgunner 
is written by and for the committed enthusi
ast who knows what can be accomplished 
with a handgun and wants more info in that 
vein. Theres no point in your wasting your 
money on reading matter thats over your 
head until you've gotten into handgunning 
seriously and gained a rough idea of what 
the technology can do. 

Massad Ayoob 

Get Another Gun 
There are a lot of pictures of shooters 

shooting with a two handed hold . That may 
be alright to test a gun, but I can't see any 
other use for it. I've always been taught to 
shoot a revolver or pistol one handed with 
the other hand in a back pocket. I believe 
the only way to shoot is one handed. Any
one who has to use a two handed hold 

better quit shooting and get a club. . 
Now as to scopes for handguns, when a 

person has to use a scoped handgun then he 
better get a rifle. 

Now for the holes out in the barrel for 
reducing recoil and muzzle jump. I can't 
see the reason to cut up a good gun on 
accountofrecoil.Isayjustgetanothergun 
with less recoil. 

Everett H . Love 
Sandusky, Ohio 

Big Matches 
I have been shooting pistols since 1979. I 

have just got into PPC and I'm very interested 
in IPSC. I would like to know where and 
when the competitions like Bianchi Cup, The 
Masters and the Steel Challenge take place. I 
plan on getting started in more than PPC 
shooting this summer and hope to go watch 
some of the best matches. What does it cost to 
participate in the big matches? Also, I would 
like to know what I can do to fight gun 
control. 

Gerald Moyer 
Boon, Mich. 

For complete information on the various "big 
matches," write to the organizers at the 
addresses given. Generally speaking, the 
Bianchi Cup is over Memorial Day weekend 
every year in Columbia, Mo.; The Masters is 
the first weekend of August in Quincy, fll.; the 
Steel Challenge is in mid-April in Los 
Angeles, Calif. However, the dates can vary 
and our six month lead time prohibits timely 

Make your guns 
shoot like 

champions! 

Bob Jekanowski is our champion-junior 
winner in the Master's International. (We 

sponsor Bob and the top Junior prize.) 
As Bob says, "Take care of your gun and your 

gun will take care of you. I may be preju
diced, but my guns see nothing less than the 

quality of Kleen-Bore products." 
You'll find that quality in a broad line of 

gun care products. From complete cleaning 
kits, high performance cleaners, lubricants 

and gun conditioners to our new Rust Guardit 
and Brush-'N-Brass cleaning tool. 

Ask the savvy shooters 
at your favorite gun 

shop to help you 
choose the quality 

Kleen-Bore products 
just right for your 
favorite firearms. 

Dept. AH, Northampton, MA 01060 
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Radar detectors: 
Who's telling the truth? 

(and who's not) 

These days every maker says their radar 
detector is best. Who's telling the truth? 

It's llke the movies 
You 've seen how movie ads use 'a 

short phrase from a review to " prove" the 
movie is "THE YEAR'S BEST!" Well , some 
radar detector makers play the same game. 

But we don't play games. Below are 
the overall rankings, first to last, from 
th e most recent independent tests. ( If 
you'd like complete, unedited copies of the 
tests, just call toll free. ) 

LATEST PERFORMANCE RANKINGS 
Car and BMW Popular 
Driver Roundel Mechanics 
April1987 June 1987 July1987 

1STPassport 11TPassport 1STEscort 
(Escort 2ND Escort 2ND Passport not tested) 

BEL Quantum 
Cobra Whistler [BEL 

Uniden 
Maxon ~ Snooper 

Radio Shack Uniden 
RadioShack Uniden 

Fox 
Whistler 

BEL 
Cobra [Cobra 

Whistler BEL Vector ~ GUL 
Sparkomatic Snooper RadioShack 

Fox 
Fuzzbuster 
Sparkomatic ~[Sparkomatic 

GUL Sunkyong Maxon 

The experts were unanimous: Escort 
and Passport are clear winners. As for the 
other detector makers, you can find the 
ones who make the biggest claims at the 
bottom of the rankings. 

For ten years we've been designing 
and building the world 's best radar detec
tors and backing them with the best serv
ice. In fact, in 1987 Car and Driver called 
us "The leader of the radar detector in
dustry'.' But don't take their word for it. 

Try the best at no risk 
You can try Escort or Passport at no 

risk. Just call us toll free. If you call by 5 PM 
eastern time we'll ship the same day, and 
UPS shipping is free. Overnight Federal 
Express delivery is only $10 extra . 

If you're not completely satisfied within 
30 days, return your purchase. We'll refund 
all your money, including your postage. 
- If you truly want the best, ca ll us today. 

TOLL FREE 1·800·543·1608 
(Call Mon-Fri 8am-llpm, Sat-Su n 9•30am-6 EST ) 

ESCORT 
RADAR WARNING RECEIVER 

ESCORT $245 (OH res. add $13.48 tax) 

PASSPOR'F 
RADAR·RECEIVER 

PASSPORT $295 (OH res. add $16.23 tax) 

Cincinnati Microwave 
.,.. Department 69498 

One Microwave Plaza 
Cincinnati , Ohio 45249-9502 

publication of coming events. The cost of 
entering varies, but you can figure on about 
$200 for entry fee at any of the "big matches." 
To contribute to the fight against the gun
grabbers, join the National Rifle Association 
for $20 annually and donate to its political 
arm, the NRA's Institute for Legislative 
Action. (NRA, J(j()() Rhode Island Ave., MY, 
Washington, DC, 20036.) 

How To Reach the 
Shooting Sports 

THE MASTERS 
Roy Jinks, Esq. 
Smith and Wesson 
P. 0. Box 2208 
Springfield, MA 01102 
(413) 781-8300 

STEEL CHALLENGE 
John Madigan, Esq. 
12981 Herrick Ave. 
Sylmar, CA 91324 
(818) 367-4799 

SECOND CHANCE 
Richard Davis, Esq. 
P.O. Box 578 
Central Lake, MI 49622 
(800) 253-7090 

BIANCHI CUP 
Jim Davis, Esq. 
National Rifle Association 
1600 Rhode Island Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20036 
(202) 828-6168 

IPSC (Practical Shooting) 
Dave Stanford, Esq. 
USPS A 
P.O. Box 811 
Sedro Woolley, WA 98284 
(206) 856-2061 

IHMSA (silhouette) 
P.O. Box 1609 
Idaho Falls, ID 83401 

Big Hug For Bear Hug 
I recently ordered a pair of custom made 

grips from Bear Hug Grips (P.O. Box 
25944, Colorado Springs, CO 80936) that 
are custom fit from a tracing of the shoot
er's hand. I received them about three 
months later and was very pleased with 
them. 

They fit my hand like a glove-finger 
grooves and palm swell are in just the right 
places. Workmanship is outstanding. I also 
received many comments on the beautiful 
piece of walnut, satin oil finish . 

I hope you will print this for your 
readers' benefit. I highly recommend Bear 
Hug. 

Steve A. Miller 
Palm Springs, Fla. 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER WELCOMES let
ters to the editor of no more than 350 words. Leffers 
must include the writer's full name and address. 
Leffers must be signed by the writer. Typewritten 
letters ore preferred, but legible handwriting is 
acceptable. Send your letters to Speolc Out, Ameri
can Hondaunner, 591 Camino de lo Reino, Suite 
200,Sonl5iego,CA,92108. 
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D ick Casull became the 16th Outstand
ing American Handgunner at the 

Foundation's annual banquet held in 
Orlando, Florida during the National Rifle 
Association's annual meetings. This honor 
also inducted Casull into the Handgunner 
Hall of Fame by having his name added to 
those of past winners on the Foundation's 
bronze in the National Firearms Museum 
in Washington, D.C. 

Casull, inventor of the .454 Casull car
tridge and developer of the Casull single 
action revolver, was elected to this honor 
by popular vote by members of 
0 .A.H.A.F. from a "Top Ten" list which 
included Joe Benner; Bill Blankenship; 
Jeanne Bray (she passed away two weeks 
before the awards banquet); James E. 
(Jimmy) Clark, Sr.; Dean Grennell ; Roy 
Jinks; Bob Milke; Audrey Mortland and 
Harry Reeves. 

George C. Nonte, Jr. was elected 
posthumously into the Handgunner Hall of 
Fame. 

The Outstanding American Handgunner 
Awards Foundation was founded by Lee 

Jurras and his Super Vet Cartridge Corpo
ration in 1973. 

The Outstanding American Handgunner 
Awards Foundation is composed of shoot
ers and sponsoring companies interested in 
promoting the sporting use of handguns. 

To qualify as the Outstanding American 
Handgunner of the Year ·~ person must 
have made important contributions to the 
furtherance of sport handgunning in 
America. Eligibility for nominations is 
based not upon any single achievement, 
but upon a body of accomplishment , 
resulting from a career, avocation, or life
time commitment to handgunning, which 
taken in sum have substantially advanced 
the place of the handgun sports in Ameri
can life." Nominations can be made by any 
individual. Voting is by members only. 

Annual membership in 0.A.H.A.F. is 
$15 with Life Membership available for 
$150. To join the Outstanding American 
Hand gunner Awards Foundation, Inc., or 
for more information, write to them at 539 
Roslyn, San Antonio, ..... 
TX78204. ~ 

OUTSTANDING AMERICAN 
HANDGUNNER 

9mm 
vs 

.45ACP 
The .41 Action Express 

Ends The Debate. 
This new round packs .357 Magnum perform
ance into 9mm sized autos. 

without exceeding 9mm pressures. A 200 
grain load is also available. 

Launch a 170 grain, .41 caliber bullet at 1200 

12 

feet per second and you have 
an auto pistol round 

that exceeds .357 
magnum energies. 
Better yet, the .41 

Action Express can 
deliver this performance 

©1988 Action Ammo Ltd. 

Imagine, getting major caliber bullet diameter 
and energy in a 9mm auto by just changing 
the barrel and magazine. Action Arms Ltd. has 
9mm to .41 A.E. conversion kits for 
the High Power, the Govemmentt 00 
Model, the Commander and the 
new AT-88. 
Contact: Action Ammo Ltd . Dept. AH41098 ad"IOl1 Hd 
P.O. Box 19630. Philadelphia. PA 19124 arms • 
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EXEMPLAR The incredible accuracy of ANSCHUTZ 
rifles now in a pistol. 
Anschutz sets a new standard for handgun accuracy-and proves 
it again with a factory certified 10-shot test target packed with 
each Exemplar pistol. 

Already proven superior in the field as an ideal small game 
handgun, and on the range as the outstanding winner in 
silhouette competition. America's leading gun writers call the 
Exemplar the new standard for unlimited class pistols. 

A 5-shot repeater, the left-operating bolt handle lets you 
quickly and easily load and eject without moving your right hand 
from the stock grip. A mirror version is available for left hand 
shooters. 

Send $2.00 for the 1988 24-page Anschutz 
catalog of rifles, pistols and accessories 
including 8 new firearms to: 
Anschutz P.O. Box 1776, 
Westfield, MA 01086 

Crisp 2-stage 9.85 oz. adjustable* trigger, slide safety. Anschutz 
Match 64 action. Beautifully balanced European Walnut stock 
has stipple checkered grip and forend. Exemplar available in 
.22LR 10" and 14" barrels and .22 Hornet-all easily scopeable. 
Holster and carrying case now available. Through better sporting 
goods dealers everywhere. 

*By certified gunsmith 

© 1988 PSI - Anschutz 



Imagine. The proven Pro Timer Ill shot timer and 
ProTach CLASSIC chronograph in one unbeatable 
package at a combined cost of only $325.00. Compare 
costs and prove it to yourself. 

Timer Features. Shot detection and stop plate switch 
operations are automatically selected. Shots and plate 
hits are recorded and can be reviewed, along with 
differences between shots. All shots fired in the Par 
Time mode can be reviewed. Instant and random 
3 to 5 second delayed starts are standard. 

Chronograph Features. Pre-assembled sensors and 
bracket mount to a standard camera tripod. Provides 
review of low and high velocities, extreme spread, 
standard deviation, average velocity, shot number and 
individual shot velocities. Edit capability removes any 
unwanted shot from a string. 

Pro Timer III. If all you need right now is a timer, the 
Pro Timer Ill is the right choice. In 1987 alone, it was 
selected as an Official Timer for the Steel Challenge, 
the NRA Bianchi Cup and the IPSC Nationals. 
It is in stock and available for the 
lower-than-ever price of $225.00. 
The Pro Timer I is also available 
for $149.95. 

Timer Upgrade. Now, you can upgrade 
any of our timers to the Pro TNT. 
Prices for upgrading are: 

•Pro Timer Ill to Pro TNT . .... $150.00 
• Pro Timer I & II to Pro TNT . .. $200.00 
• Pro Shot Timer to Pro TNT . .. $250.00 

All models feature: 
• 30-day money-back guarantee 
• One-year limited warranty 
• 5-day turnaround service policy 
• Battery compartment for 9V battery. 

Call or write for FREE literature, or to place an order. 

ORDER NOW! 
Call Toll Free 1-800-222-3845, Illinois residents 
1-815-877-3322. Visa, MasterCard and COD accepted. 
Illinois residents add 6·1/4% sales tax. Add $4.50 for 
shipping and handling. Certified check or money order 
by mail. 

IC Competition Electronics, Inc. 
2542 Point O' Woods 
Rockford, IL 61111 



PIST01SMITlllNG 
JOHN LAWSON 

PROVOKING THOUGHTS ON ACCURACY 
AS CLIFF LaBOUNTY DISCUSSES BARRELS 

I drove 17 5 miles through brief sunbreaks 
and blinding rain storms to talk with 

Cliff LaBounty (LaBounty Precision 
Reboring, 7968 Silver Lake Road , Dept. 
AH, Maple Falls, WA 98266, (206) 
599-2047) about pistol barrel reboring and 

rifting techniques. His well-equipped shop 
is deep in a picturesque alpine wood, some 
ten miles from the Canadian border, in the 
foothills of Washington's North Cascades. 

A former school teacher, Cliff learned 
barrel making from the lengendary Ward 

For Accuracy 
There's No Competition 

The original red dot sights for pistols, rifles, shotguns 
and bows. For over t.en years Aimpoint has consist.ently 
proven to be the most advanced multi-purpose electronic 
sighting system available. The results in the field and in 
competition speak for themselves. No one else comes close. 
EASY TO USE: just put the adjustable luminous red dot on 
your target • no parallex • no focusing • no need to center 
the red dot • quick and accurate • can be used with optional 
3X scope attachment • mounts to standard Weaver bases or 
our full line of mounting systems. 

For full information on the world's finest sights and 
mounts, write or call: 

..._ • t: 
1• . I 3_. o' .... -.o - -...~ 

AIMPOINT 
203 Elden Street 
Herndon, VA 22070 
(703) 471-6828 
FAX (703) 481-9369 
TLX SCANPOINT 197 981 

Kooser. During the ensuing 15 years, he 
has made a transition from the ratchety 
scrape rifting cutters, favored by Kooser, 
to the more precise hook cutters that 
account for his barrels rating among the 
best custom tubes produced today. 
AH: Why are stainless steel barrels gain
ing such rapid popularity? 
Cliff: Stainless steels machine more easily, 
causing less wear on tools and its use 
insures a uniform round hole and a 
smoother surface in the grooves of cut 
rifting. That translates to more uniform 
dimensions from end to end, and unifor
mity makes an accurate barrel. Further
more, you get better barrel life from 
stainless. 
AH: If stainless barrels are easier to make, 
why are they more expensive, in some 
cases, than chrome moly barrels ? 
Cliff: A 24-inch chrome moly barrel blank 
costs a manufacturer $8. A 416 stainless 
blank costs $30 from the mill. At more and 
more matches, the most accurate barrels 
are those made of 416 stainless. To a barrel 
maker, the ultimate in accuracy means the 
ultimate in being able to maintain dimen
sions. An extra $25 added to the price of a 
barrel doesn't mean anything to a competi
tor who wants the most accurate barrel he 
can find. 
AH: Barrel makers used to star gauge or 
air gauge their finished tubes to discover 
the most uniform examples. What is used 
today? 
Cliff: Most barrel makers use a Foster 
deep hole probe to gauge the uniformity of 
rifling. Moore & Wright , in England , 
make a two point ball contact gauge that is 
suitable for pistol barrels. Using one of 
these, it is easy to detect ratcheting or tight 
and loose spots. 
AH: Is ratcheting a problem for the barrel 
maker or the shooter? 
Cliff: Both. A ratchety barrel collects foul
ing more easily than a smooth cut tube. A 
cut rifle barrel is more difficult to make 
without ratcheting, or roughness , in 
rifting, because the cutter is going down 
the bore and twisting at the same time. The 
side component force is considerable. If 
there is any play between the cutter and the 
rifting head pocket, it will crowd over to 
one side, and when you view the finished 
product from the muzzle end, the right 
hand side of the grooves will be deeper, 
allowing gas blowby and deteriorating the 
accuracy potential. A good barrel maker 
grinds his tools to take this into account. 
AH: Do you make your own tools? 
Cliff: A barrel maker has to make most of 
his own tools. It requires the use of a lathe, 
a milling machine, a surface grinder, a tool 
and cutter grinder, a deep hole boring 
machine and a rifting machine. If you have 
a good deal of patience, and can live with a 
scrape cutter's results, a lathe, drill press, 
grinder and some abrasive powder will be 
all that's required . 
AH: What kind of work do you do on hand
guns ? L et's discuss the Bolo and 

Continued on page 123 
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Why Pay More 

-. c 

For A 

.- ... -. 
a., '-' START 

INS1 FUNG 
Dt:LAY 

I 
I 

The Pearl Systems' PST-10 is the first shot timer to combine full functionality, durability, ease of use, and 
best of all reasonable cost in a compact and attractive package. This is made possible through the use of 
state of the art microcomputer technology which allows us to minimize the number of internal components. 
The lower part count not only enhances the reliability of the unit, but also increases the battery life. Compare 
these features and our "Acid Test" with timers costing hundreds of dollars more: 

• Easy to use. Just push the start 
button and you are ready to go. 

• Extremely long battery life. A set of 
4 AA batteries (included) lasts up 
to one year in normal use. * 

• Adjustable par-run for events with 
time limit. 

• Automatic detection of an 
electronic stop plate. 

• Loud, low-frequency buzzer. 

• Automatic shutoff when not in use. 
Remembers all stored shots and 
modes even when off. 

THE ACID TEST 

• Large, easy to read LCD shows 
current time and mode at a glance. 

• Instant and 6-second delayed start. 

• All controls located on easy to 
access front panel. 

ORDER TODAY 
Pearl Systems, Inc. 

Pearl Systems gives you a 30 day satisfaction guarantee on 
your timer. If you are not completely satisfied, we will refund 
the entire amount of your purchase including the postage to 
return it. If you can get any of our competition to give the same 
guarantee, buy both and return the one you don't like. We 
know which one you will keep! 

P. 0 . Box 25331 - Tamarac, Florida 33320 
Monday - Friday 9 A.M. - 5 P.M. (EST) 

All of our timers are backed by a one year limited warranty. 
Beyond that, your repair bill will never exceed half the cur
rent price of our timer. Also, we offer a five day turn around 
from date of receipt or we will replace it with a new unit. 

· Estimated at two hours of use a day (using alkaline batteries) 

Toll Free: 1-800-422-7327 
In Florida: 1-305-581-4521 

Visa, Master Card and COD accepted. 
Florida Residents add 5% sales tax. 
Add $4.50 for shipping and handling. 

Certified check or money order by mail. 

Dealer Inquiries Welcome. 



Sl1UETAS 
JOHii TAFFlll 

CONFESSIONS OF A BIG BORE ADDICT: 
HOW TO GET MORE FUN WITH RIMFIRES 

For years I had been perfectly happy 
shooting the big bore silhouette course. 

Oh, once in awhile I would look over at the 
.22 course and say quietly to myself, "That's 
for women and children - real men shoot big 
bores!" Seeing promotions on state champi
onships for .22 silhouettes, I would wonder if 
anyone really attended. Surely no big bore 
shooter would put down his ram slammin' 
centerfires and lower himself to silhouettes 
with the wimpy .22. 

Being very comfortable and smug in my 
attitude, I eventually made the fatal mistake. 
Joe Schulman, a Manurhin importer, sent me 
a quintet of the French made silhouette 
revolvers, and lo and behold, one of them 
was a .22. Now I had to shoot what had been 
heretofore totally ignored by yours truly, the 
.22 course. 

Two things happened the first time I fired 
the course: I found out how ignorant I had 

Ruger Mk. II .22 

really been. This was not a course designed 
to give the women and kids something to do 
while the "man" of the house shot big bores
this was a new major challenge in silhouet
ting. Secondly, I was hooked on .22's! 

If you have ignored .22 silhouetting, I 
challenge you to give it a try. You will proba
bly find that it takes real shooting skill to 
master the .22 phase of silhouetting. Actu
ally, there are three phases of .22 silhouet
ting, each one being increasingly difficult. 

The easiest, but not easy mind you, is 
found in the NRA Smallbore Hunter Pistol 
Course. Targets are one-half the size of the 
big bore course, and this "one-half" nomen
clature is misleading. Any good eighth grade 
math student knows that when a two dimen
sional object has its length and width both 
decreased by one-half, the resulting area is 
actually one-fourth. So even though the dis
tance in Smallbore Hunter Pistol is cut in half 

for each bank of targets-that is 25, 50, 75, 
and 100 meters - the targets offer only one
fourth of the area to hit. Tough! And to keep it 
tough, all targets are shot from a standing 
position only. 

Moving up the ladder, we come to the 
second most difficult type of .22 silhouetting, 
the IHMSA .22 course. A few simple mea
surements will show why the IHMSA .22 
course is so difficult to master. Looking at the 
ram target, for example, in NRA and 
IHMSA Big Bore, Smallbore Hunter Pistol, 
and IHMSA .22, we find the following 
approximate measurements: 

Nose Back 
To Tail To Belly 

Big Bore Ram 32" 14" 
NRA Smallbore 16" 7" 
IHMSA.22 12" 5" 

Believe me, a five-inch target at 100 meters 
is much more difficult to connect on than a 14-
incher at 200 meters. IHM SA has standing as 
well as free-style classifications, but, unlike 
NRA rules, does not allow scopes. 

The most difficult type of .22 silhouetting 
is that afforded by the .22 course at The 
Masters Tournament. The authors of The 
Masters .22 course have combined bullseye 
shooting with silhouetting and come up with 

Continued on page 113 
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Wear the watch only a mint could create. 

At a time when high quality "coin watches" are the ultimate in fashion 
jewelry for men - this watch is something special. 

The spectacular sculpture on its face is actually minted. Just like a coin. 
In 24kt gold electroplate on solid sterling silver. It has to be, to capture 
all that detail. 

It's an original. By famed artist Gilroy Roberts, whose portrait of 
President Kennedy made the U.S. half-dollar one of the most collected 
coins on earth. 

It's exclusive. From The Franklin Mint, of course. The one source 
world-renowned both for minting exceptional coins and for creating fabu
lous jewelry. 

And it's a superb timepiece. With a fine Swiss quartz precision move
ment and black leather strap. Impressive. Quietly elegant. The price? 
Just $195, payable in convenient monthly installments. 

Please order by October 31, 1988. 

The Franklin Mint Eagle Watch by Gilroy Roberts 
(t) 1988 FM 

Order Form 

The Franklin Mint 
Franklin Center, Pennsylvania 19091 

Please enter my order for The Franklin Mint Eagle Watch. Imported. 
I need send no money now. I will be billed for a deposit of $39. * when 
my watch is ready to be sent to me. The balance will then be billed after 
shipment in four equal monthly installments of $39 . * each. 

Signature _______ _ 

*Plus my state sales tax and 
a total of $3. for shipping and handling. 

Al.I.. ORDERS ARIE S UBJECT T O A CC EPTAN C E 

Please order by October 31, 1988. 
For Warranty information, write to Customer Service, 

The Franklin Mint, Franklin Center, PA 19091. 

Mr./Mrs./Miss _________________ _ 
P l.IEASIE P .. INT Cl..IE AIU.Y 

Address ___________________ ~ 

City, State, Zip ________________ _ _ 
85999-345 . 



Hollywood Guns 
Just for fun, every once in awhile Ameri

can Handgunner has articles on 
customized "Hollywood Handguns." Being 
an avid shooter, owning both production 
and customized pistols, I am curious about 
what type of customized pistol was used by 
the "cyborg police officer" in the movie 
Robocop. 

Mark Taniguchi 
Orangevale, Calif. 

Photo courtesy of Randy Moore 

•MODEL H-1 LS (shown above) 
Padded Sheepskin with Calf 
Support .............. $45.95 

•MODEL H-1 Padded Sheepskin 
without Calf Support .... $41. 95 

rt ....... $33.95 
added Suede 

out Calf Support ... . $29 .95 

Please Add $3 .00 For Shipping & Handling 

Nothing comes close to a Cobra 

Robocop fired a highly customized 
Beretta Model 93, a 9mm full-auto 

machine pistol. Pistolsmith Randy Moore 
of Weapons Masters (1205 Warwick, Dept 
AH, Mesquite, TX 75150) performed the 
extensive modifications to the Beretta. 

Randy converted the machine pistol to 
fire from three to seven shot bursts. He 
also converted the gun to fire with a fixed 
barrel, straight blowback, to handle the 
blanks fired on the movie set. 

The grips were custom made of Delrin, 
a plastic-like substance, to accommodate 
the large "gloves" of Robocop. The maga
zine well was beveled for easier insertion 
of fresh magazines . 

The original handgun, the Beretta 93, is 
basically a full-auto machine pistol version 
of the model 92. The 93 comes with a 
detachable shoulder stock and a compensa
tor (muzzle brake), a selector switch for 
semi- and full-auto fire and a 20-shot 
magazine. 

American Handgunner would like to 
thank Randy Moore for supply- ...... 

133-30 32nd AVENUE, FLUSHING, NEW YORK 11354 (718) 762-8181 

ing photos of Robocop's gun. ~ 
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" ... it's the best I've seen, and the price is right." 

Tough Choices 
Until PACT introduced the PC two years 

ago, shooters looking for a chronograph were 
torn between two tough choices. To go with 
a full feature skyscreen based machine at a 
premium price, or settle for one of the low end 
"break screen" or "down range box " units at 
a more reasonable price, but lacking the ease 
of use and superior performance of a 
microprocessor based skyscreen chrono
graph . 

# 
....... 
~·J·-_1._1 

Rl..J: 
·::· 4 ·::i 4· c:' ,,_ .- . ·-' 
2491.1 

FPS 
FPS 

Each time you fire 
Each time you fire a round over the PCs' 

optical skyscreens, your shot number, veloci
ty and current average velocity are displayed 
simultaneously, on our state of the art, easy 
to read, 32 character display. All of this is 
done automatically, no button pushing re
quired, so you are free to concentrate on your 
shooting instead of having to constantly fuss 
with your chronograph. In addition the shot 
number and its velocity are automatically 
stored in memory for your later review. 

After you complete a string 
When you complete a string simply press the 

review key to display a complete statistical 
summary of the string. This summary consists 
of your highest and lowest shot velocities and 
their corresponding shot numbers, the 
Extreme Spread and average velocity of your 
string . The Standard Deviation and Mean Ab
solute Deviation (a PACT exclusive and the 
best measure of ammunitation consistency yet 
developed) are calculated and displayed 
automatically. In addition both of these 
numbers are also displayed as a percent of 
your average (coefficient of variation or CV) . 
We have found that this method of describing 
the average variation of your ammo is much 
more useful to the shooter who's trying to 
develop better, more consistant loads, than 
simply handing him, the " SD" of a given string. 
Take a look at Handloader #128 for more 
information. 

After completing the statistical summary 
your PC will allow you to review each shot 
(up to 300) of your string . 

• uses standard 9 volt alkaline battery (in
cluded , of course) 
• easy access battery compartment 
• adjustable screen separation 

Rick Jamison, Shooting Times 
• Edit button allows you to remove any un
wanted shot from a string, either after the shot 
is fired or during review. 
• 4 mhz counter for better digital accuracy 
• retractable tilt stand for easy viewing 
• each chronograph is electronically 
" calibrated" to insure accuracy 

PACT Skyscreens 
The PACT PC uses inexpensive optical 

skyscreens to detect the bullet. Why didn't we 
set it up so that you can shoot over the box 
or use expensive skyscreens containing 
elaborate lenses to "enhance" performance? 
Because we think it's stupid to launch bullets 
over things that cost lots of money. Now we 
realize that you never miss, but rarely a day 
goes by that we don't get an order for a 
replacement skyscreen housing ($2.50). 

Order Today 

TOLL FREE ... 800 PACT INC 
(in Texas 214-641-0049) 

By Phone: We are happy to answer 
your questions and take your order. We 
accept Visa, MC and COD orders.* 
PACT PC (with skyscreens) .... $199 
Print Driver (installed in PC) . . . $ 25 
Battery Powered Printer . . .. . .. $125 
Extra Printer Paper (6 rolls) ..... $12 
Skyscreen Bracket 

(optional but nice) .. . . ... ... $ 24 
Extra Skyscreens ... . $15 ea $25 pr 
Skyscreen Housings$2.50 each 4 for $9 

*Shipping & Insurance $4.50 UPS 
ground/$10 UPS 2nd day air. Extra 
shipping for bracket (separate package) 
$3 ground/$6 2nd day air. Bank service 
charge for VISA/MC. COD fee $2. Write 
or call for foreign rates. Texas residents 
add appropriate sales tax. 

Brochure Avallable covering the PACT 
product line of shooting timers and 
chronographs, $1.00. 

P. 0. Box 531525 
Grand Prairie, TX 75053 

Glint Guard™ pat. pend. 
Over the years chronographs have earn

ed a well deserved reputation for flaky perfor
mance when oeprated on bright sunny days. 
Some manufacturers deal with the problem by 
requiring you to put diffuser screens over their 
skyscreens. While this approach works, it 
makes set up more difficult and is prone to 
blow over in the wind. In addition if you fire too 
closely to them you may find that it has started 
raining bits of diffuser screen. 

The PACT PC's Glint Guard™ circuitry 
allows us to dispense with this silliness. Glint 
Guard™ internally compensates for changes 
in light conditions in much the same manner 
as the automatic exposure feature in a modern 
camera. 

Pact Print Driver & Printer 
By having us install our optional Print Driver 

and purchasing our battery powered printer 
you will find your self in possession or the 
ultimate chronograph system. When you 
complete your string just press the review key. 
The PC will ask you if you would like to print 
the string . Tell it " yes" and you will be provid
ed with a print out consisting of the string 
number, complete statistical summary, and the 
velocity of each individual shot . Keep in mind 
that once the Print Driver is installed you can 
add the printer at any time. 

30 Day Money Back Guarantee 
We designed the PC, we build it, and we 

sell it factory direct to you . We take full respon
sibility for your satisfaction. If you are not 100% 
satisfied with any PACT product, return it to 
us undamaged (no fair driving over it) within 
30 days, and we will refund your money. That's 
our promise and you can depend on it. 

Lifetime Warranty 
The PACT PC features a real simple repair 

policy. If it breaks due to a defective part or 
faulty workmanship we'll fix It free. If you 
break it (people really have driven over them) 
we' ll fix it for cost. No hassles and no ques
tions asked. 

PACT. Precision Chronograph . PACT PC and Glint Guard are Trademarks of Practical Applied Computer Technology. Inc. 



1EATHAM'S C01UMN 
quickly found themselves left behind, both 
in skill and equipment. This was responded 
to with a cry of Foul! by those who felt that 
the game should remain stagnant. 

ROB LEATHAM 

SILHOUETTE AND PRACTICAL SHOOTING: 

Meanwhile, compensated firearms 
shooting smaller diameter bullets gained 
popularity as better tools. The original 
intent of speed, power and accuracy was in 
force and all was well in the mind of those 
playing. ARE THEY •GAMES' OR SERIOUS TESTS? The key factor that everyone seems to 
have forgotten is that the game was based 
on a realistic test of one's ability to use the 
tool in a stressful situation. The emphasis 
has gone somewhat further than was ever 
intended, and the skill level right along 
with it. 

How realistic should shooting competi
tion be? And at what point should the 

sport of the game override the realism? 
Nearly every shooting sport is based on 
some form of practical use for a firearm. 
The handgun , specifically, seems to draw 
the most attention these days as its popu
larity is growing in leaps and bounds. 

Let's take a look at silhouette shooting. 
One of the most popular handgun sports 
going, silhouette had its start in hunting, a 
fact quite obvious to anyone who has 
observed the game simply by the shape of 
the targets used . Steel cutouts of chickens 
javelinas, turkeys and big horn sheep, or 
"rams," give the game its name. 

The originators obviously had hunting 
on their minds when designing the test, but 
elected to increase the difficulty factor by 
placing the targets at what seemed, at the 
time, extremely long distances. The closest 
target, the chicken, is 50 meters away, and 
the furthest, the ram, 200 meters. 

At first glance this would seem to make 
hitting the targets impossible and with a 
more or less normal sidearm it would be 
for most. Another factor here has to be 
whether the cartridge being used would be 
capable of doing the job even if a good hit 
could be accomplished. 

What you have to ask yourself is whether 
the game should hold true to real hunting 
or should the challenge, the sport, take 
precedence over realism? This is a ques
tion each must answer for himself. In the 
mid-1970's when silhouette shooting 
began, those targets spread out over 200 
meters were extremely tough . 

Not only was it tough, but also the fact 
that the rams weighed 40 pounds or so 
made the use of a heavy caliber mandatory. 
You would show up with your trusty .44 
Magnum and take your shot at the game. 
You would hit a few and you would miss a 
few, and this was expected. 

Then a little of that human ingenuity 
took over and experimenting began with 
different guns and cartridges, not to men
tion shooting positions. Shooters found 
that a good Contender or XP-100 pushing a 
7mm bullet weighing 140 or more grains at 
over 2000 fps not only was more accurate 
than that old .44, but also had less recoil , 
shot much flatter, and was more reliable at 
knocking down the targets. 

Sure there was a big uproar from those 
who wanted to shoot their revolvers or 
autoloaders and, to keep everyone happy, 
the organizing body instituted classes just 
for the unlimited guns as they were a much 
more efficient tool at flattening those steel 

20 

targets. 
Some said this would ruin the sport, 

others said this would give more oppor
tunity for those who like to tinker to 
develop better ways to win the games and 
increase popularity. Who is right? Neither 
group is totally correct. I know of several 
people who have taken game with weapons 
that would only classify as unlimited. I also 
know shooters who think anything larger 
than a 6-inch barrelled revolver to be a 
gimmick. 

We now do with boring regularity, feats 
of shooting skill that 10 years ago would 
have seemed impossible. The reason for 
this is that those who were at the forefront 
of the sport at any one time did not let 
the shortsightedness of those who had 
given up the game deter their quest for 

Keeping in mind the founding principles, the 
organizers increased the difficulty of the courses of 
fire to reflect the ever increasing skill level of those 

who participated. 

Everyone has an individual set of beliefs 
with which to judge the world around 
them. Why can't they both be right? After 
all is not variety the spice of life? The guy 
with the revolver has little chance of com
peting with the bolt gun, but neither should 
he truly expect to-after all, he is playing 
by a different set of rules. 

Other shooting sports are currently 
going through the same type of turmoil as 
silhouette once did. In IPSC there is a trend 
now to designing courses of fire that stress 
the ability of the shooter and his equipment 
far beyond the original intended use by 
those who designed the game. Is this 
wrong? Let's look at it this way: The found
ing principles of this type of shooting is 
speed, power and accuracy. 

As intended, IPSC practical shooting 
was to be a form of exploration to find what 
worked the best. The original intent was to 
use the sidearm as a practical tool for self
protection. Long ago it was found that the 
skill necessary to use a weapon in this 
manner was not nearly as critical as the 
willingness and decisiveness with which it 
was employed. 

Therefore, as in any game, those who 
manipulated the game looked for ways to 
make the test more challenging. Keeping in 
mind the founding principles, the 
organizers increased the difficulty of the 
courses of fire to reflect the ever increasing 
skill level of those who participated. 

And those who played the game were, of 
course, always on the lookout for a better 
way to get the job done. Those who elected 
not to ride the wave of advancement 

improvement. 
Those who said the use of purpose-built 

tools designed just to win the game were 
ruining the sport never realized it was their 
limited vision that had gone astray, not the 
sport. 

In truth, those who play the game at its 
fullest are the ones, having set no goal of 
perfection, push the envelope of perform
ance further and further. 

A sub-5 second El Presidente was once 
considered completely out of reach, but 
those who never quit are now breaking the 
ground for consistent runs in the three sec
ond zone. To many this seems impossible, 
but the fact is it is happening and you must 
choose at which time you get off the train. 

Let no one place a limitation on what 
you can achieve, especially yourself. 
Today's incredible is tomorrow's so-so. 

Only when you decide you know enough 
do you quit learning. 

If the pace is too rapid and you no longer 
wish to play the game, there is no shame in 
stopping where you are. But for those of us 
who are still on the quest , should we be 
slowed by those whose only thoughts are of 
whether you should be allowed to put a 
compensator on your gun? I think not. If 
this is the level on which the criticism 
comes from, then things indeed are well. 

If one looks at raising children as simply 
a way to get more people in the world , the 
value of the whole lesson has been over
looked. If one looks at the ability to knock 
down rams at 200 meters while standing 
with any handgun as simply practice for 

Continued on page 115 
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STRENGTH AND DESIGN 
SEPARATE 

AN ORDINARY .357 
FROM THE RUGER GPlOO 

Ruger's extra 
thick top strap--

Ruger's ful~frame, 
integral side plates 

Ruger's anatomical, 
thick cushirmed grip 

R 
uger's GPlOO-forthefirsttime, an affordably-priced 
double-action revolver engineered from the beginning 
to do a .357 Magnum job. Unlike the Smith and 

Wesson .357 frame, which is adapted from a frame built for 
lighter cartridges, the Ruger frame is visibly stronger in all of 
the critical areas supporting the barrel. It was built forone pur
pose-to withstand the stresses imposed by one of the most 
demanding revolver cartridges ever made. 

The big frame Ruger, mated with its patented, live rubber, grip 
system, assures the shooter that the force of the potent 
.357 round impacts on target, down-range, not against the 
shooter's palm. 

Ordinary 
thin top strap 

Ordinary 
half-frame side plate 

Ordinary hard su 
skeletrm grip 

Whatever the purpose-target shooting, handgun hunting, 
personal protection, or police work-no . 35 7 Magnum can stand 
up to the GPlOO for long-term reliability and ease of shooting a 
big cartridge without fatigue. 

~1 STURM. RUGER 
llii&..a. & Company, Ine. 
2 Lacey Place, Southport, Connecticut 06490 

Free instruction manuals for all Ruger firearms are available upon requesr. 

Entire contents © 1988 by Sturm. Ruger & Company, Inc. 



COPTA1K 
MASSAD AYOOB 

CAREFUL STATISTICAL STUDY OF YOUR 
GUNPOINTS SHOWS IMPORTANT TRENDS 

twice in pure traffic stop scenarios: once on a 
suspect about to run down a brother officer, 
once on a motorist who reached for, and 
grabbed, a highpower rifle. Yet traffic stops 
have been his most frequent activity as a 
patrolman turned supervisor. "Maybe I've 
been lucky," he confesses. By his reckoning, 
it's 11 % of the encounters and 7 % of the 
individuals that caused him to draw in this 
scenario. 

An arguable crossover is one of the two 
Assault With a Deadly Weapon cases, which 
began with a traffic stop but subsequently 
escalated. Involving a total of three individ
uals (11 % exposure overall), it put him 
against an average of 1.5 individuals. 

The average police officer among the half
million lawmen with arrest power in the 

US at any given moment, is likely to go 
through his career without shooting an 
offender. Alas, the days seem to be gone 
when you could "do your twenty" and not 
even draw your gun . 

There is no data base to compute an aver
age of the number of times an officer has to 
take a suspect he believes to be armed and 
dangerous, at gunpoint. The writer knows 
career cops who've never pulled their gun on 
a man, and officers working in very heavy
action precincts who seldom saw the day go 
by when they didn't clear leather. Suffice to 
say that the vast majority of times cops level 
guns at suspects, the situation ends there 
without bloodshed. 

As an exercise in hypothesis, we took a 
real-life individual who went from being an 
armed citizen into law enforcement and now 
has approximately 15 years behind the badge, 
primarily in low-action communities but 
with time spent in heavy action precincts. I 
attempted to break down the circumstances 
in which, from 1973to1988, he had placed 28 
suspects at gunpoint in a total of 18 incidents. 
All were felony suspects at the moment of the 
gunpoint and the officer was never accused· 
by his superiors of having used excessive 
force. No shots were fired once the officer in 
question had arrived on the scene. 

It is suggested that the police reader do 
what we did for this individual, and break 
down past experiences into "patterns of con
tact" from which he can learn and prepare for 
the future. It is significant to note that attor
neys have stated that the officer in question 
would have been justified in shooting to death 
some five of the 28 suspects under the 
circumstances. 

Use of Cover could have been better. It 
was available in 66 % of his encounters 
against 64 % of the armed or potentially 
armed suspects he faced , yet he took cover in 
only 44 % of the instances against only 39 % 
of the individuals. In one case, he emerged 
from cover with his riot gun levelled to take 
into custody two Aggravated Assault sus
pects who had dropped their shotguns, but 
one of whom was still armed with a small 
caliber pistol. 

Weapons Deployed included a 12-gauge 
shotgun loaded with 00 buck on three occa
sions (17 %) against a total of five perpetrators 
(18 % ) averaging 1.7 suspects per incident. 
With the exception of the above-mentioned 
incident with the shotgun-armed suspects, 
cover was taken and utilized in all cases, to 
the point of the suspects' surrender. 

Given considerable latitude in handgun 

22 

choice by Command, the involved officer 
used a .45 Colt autoloader to take eight indi
viduals (29 %) at gunpoint in five encounters 
(28 % ) , averaging 1. 6 suspects faced per 
encounter. A four-inch .357 Magnum ser
vice revolver was used in three encounters 
(17% of total) against four perpetrators, or 
14 % of the total averaging 1.3 opponents per 
episode. 

This officer frequently carried a two-inch 
.38 or short barrel .357 revolver off duty, and 
four individuals in a total of three incidents 
were taken at gunpoint with a snub . 38 (14 % , 
averaging 1.3 perpetrators per encounter) 
and three individuals were captured in two 
incidents with short-barrel .357 Magnum 
revolvers (17 %, 1.5 perps per confrontation). 

To show how a single incident can skew 
statistics, he had one robbery attempt by two 
ostensibly unarmed suspects and one aggra
vated assault with a shooting victim down 
before he took the shooter and his partner 
into custody, all at gunpoint. Each merits 
only 6 % of encounter exposure and 7 % of 
suspect exposure, but 2 .0 suspects were 
faced in each encounter and on the average. 
In one case, no weapons were recovered, in 
the other, two 12-gauge shotguns were confis
cated by the officer including the one that 
wounded the victim of the earlier incident. 

Justice Department studies have shown that in a 
gfren year, armed citizens will shoot 130% as many 

criminals in self-defense as will police. 

Though he has often carried a 9mm auto 
and rarely worn a four-inch .38, he has never 
drawn a 9mm on a man but has twice taken 
suspects at the point of a four-inch revolver 
loaded with .38 Special. In one case as a 
civilian it was the "only available gun" and 
loaded with lead round nose; in the other 
case, on police patrol, it was a four-inch 
Magnum that happened to be loaded with 
Winchester + P+ that he drew when one sus
pect went for a gun. Exactly 2.0 suspects 
were faced on each occasion. 

In the first case the perp was armed with a 
knife, in the second with a .22, and each time 
an unarmed accomplice was necessarily 
taken at gunpoint along with the "active" 
armed subject. 

Nature of Call showed, for the first time, 
deviations from the national norms of "pat
terns of encounter with dangerous crimi
nals." Six armed robbery suspects drew the 
dark eye of his levelled gun in four incidents, 
for a 21-22 % encounter pattern and 1.5 sus
pects faced each time. This officer spent his 
career patrolling bedroom communities and 
thus predictably had his highest encounter 
exposure with home invaders, experience 
that includes situations when he was at home 
and the intended victim: seven suspects at 
gunpoint in five encounters for 25-28 % of his 
exposures and an average of 1.4 perpetrators 
faced . 

Traffic stops are among the deadliest kill
ers of police, yet this officer has only drawn 

Status of Officer again skews from the 
norm. In 50 % of the incidents against 46 % of 
the "gunpoint-ees," the officer was on police 
patrol. With 28 % of incidents and 21 % of 
perpetrators he was technically an off-duty 
police officer. In 22 % of the incidents against 
25 % of the suspects, however, he was a civil
ian at the time of the gunpoint encounter. 
Nationwide, major cities show an average 
close to 60% uniformed officers versus 40% 
off-duty and plainclothesmen in gunfights, 
but of course no statistics are maintained on 
gunpoints, the subject of our present 
discussion. 

The involved officer spent much of his 
adult civilian life in high-risk enterprises 
where he was licensed to carry weapons. 
Lest this be thought a completely unusual 
exposure rate, it should be noted for what it's 
worth that Justice Department studies have 
shown that in a given year, armed citizens 
will shoot 130 % as many criminals in self 
defense as will police. In communities such 
as Chicago the ratio has been known to top 
300%. 

With the civilian encounters removed 
from his background, the officer in question 
shows about a 2/3 on duty, 1/3 off duty 
encounter pattern, very close to the 60/40 
ratio that has been attributed to such depart
ments as NYCPD and Atlanta PD. 

Alarmingly, the officer under discussion 
faced an average of 1.4 perpetrators as a 

Continued on pdge 97 
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HANDGUN HUNTING 
down, incapacitation, stopping, what
haveyou) comes when the shot strikes the 
brain or spinal cord. Or at least close 
enough to it to damage it. For example, a 
shot striking the pelvis of man or beast is 
usually instantly incapacitating due to 
trauma imparted to the nerves running 
through the pelvis and damage occurring 
to the end of the spinal column. I have on 
occasion seen a pelvis shot kill 
immediately. 

.l.D • .IOllES 

RUMINATION ON A HUNTING HANDGUN'S 
KILLING POWER STILL LEAVES DOUBTS 

F inding a reasonably priced hunt where 
you have a reasonable chance of suc

cess is getting harder and harder. I have my 
share of problems finding them too. Matter 
of fact I went on an elk hunt in Montana 
that was highly recommended-a real dud! 
Maybe the outfitter just went haywire over
night, or something, because he had pro
duced reasonably in the past. 

This is the ninth year Handgun Hunters 
International has been in existence and one 

. of its services is to organize hunts for its 
members. Generally speaking, HHI hunts 
occur in most areas of the country. After 
nine years of experience it is getting easier 
to set up good hunts than previously. 

In 1988 so far we have antelope, mule 
deer, elk and whitetail hunts scheduled for 
members. Last February we had a Nilgai 
hunt (a large, very spooky, tough animal 
originally from India) at a cost of about 
$1000. Considerably less than an individ
ual would normally expect to pay for such a 
hunt. 

HHI hunts are usually group hunts con
sisting of four or more members. The ante
lope hunt, for example, is limited to 15 
hunters. The Texas whitetail hunt is on a 
480,000 acre ranch and is limited to 49 
hunters. 

A Texas hunt for trophy Blackbuck will 
probably be held in January of 1989. 
Obviously, we do not have a very good idea 
of what is going to come up in the future but 
at this time we are able to provide a signifi
cant number of members with quality, low
cost hunts with a very, very good chance of 
success. 

Membership in HHI entitles a member 
to participate in these hunts. HHI annual 
dues are $20 and the Sixgunner, a periodi
cal written by the members, is included. It 
is published bi-monthly. (HHI, P.O. Box 
357 Mag, Dept. AH, Bloomingdale, OH 
43910) 

K illing power. Stopping power. Knock
down power. Muzzle energy. Energy 

transfer. What's the most powerful car
tridge I can buy? I answer specific ques
tions about these subjects on a daily basis 
from customers, and sometimes I feel I'm 
nearly as confused as they are. 

There seems to be an enormous amount 
written about these subjects that simply 
leaves me with the idea that the writers 
don't have any notion of the facts oflife and 
death . Roughly the same thing occurs 
when both man and beast are struck with a 
projectile. Simply stated, trauma results. 
Tissue and bone are pulverized. Depend-
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ing on what is hit, a wound of greater or 
lesser severity is created resulting in 
everything from a scratch to instant death. 

The most powerful cartridge. What is it? 
What's your definition of power? Is it the 
ability to drill through massive bone and 
muscle and keep on plowing through the 
animal? Or the ability to zip a light bullet at 
high velocity for 250 yards to expand vio
lently on the rib cage and lungs of a 90 
pound antelope without exiting? Is it sim
ply X cartridge has Y muzzle energy? Or is 
it something else? 

Frankly, I don't believe there is a simple 
answer. Maybe no answer. I've driven a 
500 grain Hornady solid from a 45-70 
through about seven feet of animal weigh
ing in excess of a ton and dropped him on 
the spot. Within 24 hours of that particular 
shot I fired an identical 500 grain bullet 
through the center of the lungs of a 100 
pound Impala 20 yards away from me and 
it didn't even stop grazing- for maybe 15-
20 seconds. Then it calmly walked about 
25 yards, laid its head down and went to 
sleep. 

Otherwise death occurs by depriving 
the brain of oxygen. If the lungs don't func
tion, the blood doesn't have oxygen in it 
and the brain dies. If the heart doesn't func
tion, oxygenated blood isn't carried to the 
brain. If major bleeding occurs, ultimately 
there is no blood to go to the brain. 

The body is a pressurized system -
screw up the pressurizing and it doesn't 
work well anymore. Heart, lung and fre
quently liver shots are almost equally 
effective. When struck, the liver tends to 
explode creating a massive wound and phe
nomenal amounts of bleeding. 

If you don't hit the vital organs an animal 
can continue to function for a long, long 
time prior to succumbing to its wound. No 
matter what you hit it with. Energy freaks 
take note - a knife through the heart is 
worth a lot more than 10,000 foot pounds 
of energy in the ass. 

Frankly, I don't even consider muzzle 
energy in attempting to evaluate a car
tridge. Energy numbers and comparisons 
are interesting but mighty misleading. 

Rather than worrying about what is the 
"most powerful," it makes more sense to 

The body is a pressurized system-screw up the 
pressurizing and it doesn't work well anymore. Heart, 

lung and frequently liver shots are almost equal,ly 
effective. 

Maybe, just maybe, the resistance of the 
animal has something to do with killing 
power too. How about shot placement? 
How about bullet construction? What 
about a bullet's energy transfer? 

How can you tell the difference in power 
between a 300 grain .375 bullet that pene
trates a buffalo's brain and a 500 grain .45 
bullet that does the same thing? I'm firmly 
convinced you can't kill something any 
deader than dead. 

The fact of the matter is that if the bullet 
is of sufficient construction, it penetrates 
instead of coming apart. And if it has 
enough velocity to penetrate deeply 
enough to pass through the vital organs, 
any bullet of any caliber will produce a 
rather quick knockdown, incapacitation, 
kill or whatever you want to call it. The 
shots that strike the most vital.organs work 
the fastest. The shots that strike the least 
vitals may not produce any results and the 
animal may recover without any ill effects. 

Obviously the quickest kill (knock-

me to be primarily concerned with the job 
the cartridge-gun combination will be 
called upon to perform. This should take 
into consideration the size of the animal 
and the normal ranges it is encountered. 

Certainly, a 250 yard antelope-deer car
tridge such as the 6.5 JDJ is capable of 
killing a buffalo at 25 yards in the bush and 
a 500 grainer from a 45-70 will kill a 250 
yard antelope. However, common sense 
should tell us to pick the right tool for the 
job. 

If the job may encounter both large and 
small game at the same time, a .375 JDJ 
will handle both jobs quite well assuming 
the proper bullet is used. Again, common 
sense tells us to pick the compromise car
tridge instead of a specialized one in that 
case. 

Killing power is the result of several 
facets of internal, external and terminal 
ballistics. In rifles a very large number of 
calibers are suitable to handle most any 

Continued on page 80 
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)l·f) The new US military pistol M-9 is being retested in the 
wake of serious failures. 
By AH Staff 

T he United States Government is calling for a new test to 
determine the official sidearm of the US Armed Forces 

after several slide failures of the Beretta 92F 9mm p i stol 
which have resulted in at least two servicemen being hospi
talized . Beretta slides separated in half and the rear por
tion of the slides flew backwards, smashing the shooters in 
their faces . 

The Commanding Officer of the Naval Weapons Support Cen
ter said in a recently de- classified memo about the M- 9 
pistol, the military designation of the Beretta 92F: 

' ' In the past two months there have been two failures of 
pistol slides. One incident occurred at a Navy unit, one at 
an Army test facility . In both cases, failure was abrupt 
without indication of impending failure. Both slides broke 
in two pieces at the front of the locking block cutouts . .. 
In both cases the back half of the slide was propelled to the 
rear and hit the shooter. These slide failures are being 
investigated ... 

' ' In the interim, due to the potential for injury in the 
event of a slide failure, use of M9 pistols is limited to 
operational and emergency use only. M9 pistols are not to be 
f i red for familiarization or training purposes . . . ' ' 

Beretta spokesman Robert Bonaventure told the American 
Handgunner that Beretta does not intend to issue a product 
recall or a safety warning on the 92F pistol. 

The new test for a Personal Defense Weapon began May 10, 
1988 in the wake of these catastrophic slide failures . On 
May 10 the military sent out solicitations to interested 
parties to submit test samples of 9mm pistols for 
evaluation. 

The Beretta 92F won the XM9 military test in 1984 as the 
new sidearm for US armed forces . The XM9 contract was 
awarded to Beretta in 1985 for 320, OJO pistols to be deli v
ered over five years . American Handgunner sources report 
that the existing contract is not affected by the call for a 
new test. 

A highly placed source speaking on condition of anonymity 
told the American Handgunner that a recent US Customs bul
letin said that all customs agents should be aware of the 
' ' ... extreme risk in continued use of these weapons 
(Beretta 92F) . .. ' ' 

The Navy's ' 'Safety of Use ' ' bulletin orders that all 
Beretta 92 slides be replaced when 3, 000 rounds have been 
fired. The military' s contract with Beretta call s for a 
service life of 7, 000 rounds. 

The first of the two disastrous slide separations 
occurred at about the 4, 000 round mark and the second at 
around the 5, 000 round mark, according to Navy documents 
made available to American Handgunner. 

If it i s not possible to keep track of the number of rounds 
fired, the Navy said that ' 'Usage will be estimated and 
slides replaced on a time bas is. For example, if a weapon 
fires approximately 5, 000 rounds a year, replace the slide 
at six month intervals. ' 1 

Bonaventure said the Navy's ' ' Safety of Use ' ' bulletin is 
the first time that a Beretta slide failure has been 
reported . He sai d there are over one million Beretta 92F 
pistols in service around the world and that the Navy's 
report is the first reference to a slide separation . 

However, a confidential source who spoke on condit i on of 
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anonymity told the American Handgunner that ' 'several ' ' 
reports of similar slide failures on the 92F have been 
received from Europe. 

Bonaventure, a senior Beretta executive, said the slide 
failures are due to the use of high pressure ammunition, not 
a defect in the pistol. 

However, the Navy bulletin says that the first slide 
failure took place with ' 'non-NATO 9mm ammunition . .. and 
the second failure occurred while firing US 9mm M882 
ammunition.'' 

Winchester makes M882 ammunition for the military and 
American Handgunner contacted Tim Bagniesski of Winchester 
to inquire if M882 exceeds standard pressures as set by 
SAAMI . 

' ' It does not exceed SAAM I maximum, ' ' Bagniesski said . He 
said the 9mm M882 cartridge is loaded with a 124 grain full 
metal jacket bullet at an approximate muzzle velocity of 
1,100 fps. 

A procurement program to secure a news idearm began in 
1978 when the House Appropriations Cammi ttee became con
cerned over a proliferation of various models and makes of 
handguns in service . Some branches of the armed forces were 
issued .JS Special revolvers while others were issued .45 
ACP pis to ls . 

The Cammi ttee found there were, in all, 25 different 
makes, models or types of handguns using over 100 different 
varieties of ammunition. The Cammi ttee ordered the Depart
ment of Defense to form a joint- service task force charged 
with conducting a test for a new sidearm to replace the 
hodge- podge varieties then in service. 

The joint-service team issued a report in 1980 stating 
that the 9mm Luger should be the cartridge . An independent 
Air Force test, underway since 1978, recommended the 
Beretta 92F as the pistol. But the Department of Defense did 
not believe that the Air Force test had been ' 'scientific'' 
so on June 10, 1980 it issued a call for test samples to be 
submitted for what was called the XM9 test program . 

Competition began in 1981 with four contestants-Smith and 
Wesson, H&K, Ber etta and SIG. In February of 1982 the test 
was interrupted because all the guns had failed mandatory 
test requirements . 

In November 1983 the Army resumed testing, now with eight 
manufacturers submitting guns by January, 1984. The test
ing began in February. The attrition rate was fierce : 

April 4, 1984: Steyr GB rejected for insufficient 
reliability. 

May Jl, 1984: FN voluntarily withdrew its design. 
July 18, 1984: Colt voluntarily withdrew the Colt SSP . 
September 18, 1984: The Army rejected the Walther P- 88, 

the H&K P- 7M1J and the S&W M-459M . 
Now only two weapons r emained in contention, the Beretta 

92F and the SIG P-226. Based on final bids, Beretta won the 
contract with a lower price than SIG-$178. 50 versus $217. 84 
per gun . 

Beretta was awarded the contract on April 10, 1985. 
Now, three years later, the tests begin again . Prior to 

the May 10 call for new samples for testing, a separate test 
had been conducted at the behest of the General Accounting 
Office. The GAO had ruled that the original XM9 test was 

Continued on page 8~ 
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INSIGHTS INTO IPSC 
DAYE ANDERSON 

TIPS ON HOW TO PICK A SHOOTING 
COACH AND WHY ONE IS NECESSARY 

We are pleased to announce the appoint
ment of Dave Anderson to the position of 
Practical Shooting Editor. Dave is well
qualified to write the Insights Into IPSC 
column. A Canadian citizen, Dave has 
served as the Section Coordinator for 
Saskatchewan and as a member of Can
ada's /PSC National Executive Council for 
the past four years. He and IPSC Vice Pres
ident Nick Alexakos designed the course of 
fire for the 1986 World IPSC Champion
ships. Dave was selected to design the 
course of fire by IPSC World President J.P. 
Denis who has said of him, "/think Mr. 
Anderson is the most competent man in this 
field. Especially, he understands well how 
a major /PSC match should be created." 
Dave won the prestigious Prix du Presi
dent award in 1985 for his work on the 
course of fire for the 1985 Canadian /PSC 
National Championships. He is currently a 
member of USP SA and frequently travels to 
the United States to shoot in competition. 
He attained an '54" class ranking after less 

than a year of competition and was a mem
ber of the Canadian Silver Team at the 1983 
World Championships. Dave is married to 
his wife Simone, has a daughter Andrea 
and makes his living as a farmer. 

L et's say you want to drive from your 
home in Orlando to visit a cousin at his 

remote ranch in Colorado's high country. 
What do you need to get there? 

Well, obviously you'll need a vehicle of 
some sort, plus gas and oil, all of which 
cost money. Once you've got your basic 
equipment and operating costs covered, all 
you have to do is put in the time and effort 
to make the trip, right? Wrong. Unless you 
plan to reach your destination by blunder
ing around the country until you fall over 
it, you'll need one more item. You'll need a 
road map. 

The journey from beginner to competent 
marksman likewise takes money, time, and 
effort. Equipment costs money. Ammuni-

GET ZERO AND GET 
A VIHDLE LDT MORE! 

tion costs money. Your time is worth 
money, and if it's time that could otherwise 
be used for family activities, it's maybe 
worth more than just money. Certainly you 
can make progress on your own; after all, 
there are shooters who by means of fierce 
determination and effort have become 
champion competitors without any 
assistance. 

But if you want to reduce the time it 
takes you to reach your goals, with less cost 
and effort in the bargain, there is one more 
thing you need. No, it's not a compensator, 
or a two-tone gun, or a loading machine 
that spits out two thousand rounds an hour 
and cooks dinner at the same time. 

What you need is a good shooting coach. 
There is nothing you can buy which is as 

cost-effective as proper coaching. Just as a 
road map saves operating costs and time by 
directing you to your destination, so good 
coaching will save time and money by 
helping you reach your goals by the short
est route. It can save you from doing what 
so many of us have done - burning up time 
and effort and ammunition in learning bad 
habits that will just have to be broken later. 

Currently, instruction at the better 
shooting schools will run in the area of 
$200-225 for a two-day course, $275-300 
for a three-day course. Good coaches cost 
money for the simple reason that there just 
aren't a lot of them around. And a good one 
is the only kind you want - an incompetent 
coach is like an inaccurate road map, worse 
than nothing at all. How can you tell the 
difference? While I certainly don't claim to 
have all the answers, these are what I con
sider some important characteristics of a 
good instructor. 

First, the instructor you choose should 
be a good shooter. My feeling is that if he 
can't teach himself the proper techniques, 
there's a pretty good chance he can't teach 
me either. Don't get too hung up on this 
aspect, though. Bill Pullum, who coached 
rifle shooters at the U.S. Army Marksman
ship Unit for several years in the 1960's, 
was himself a capable but not champion
ship level shooter. Yet he is generally 
regarded as perhaps the best and most suc
cessful shooting coach ever. 

Second is something fairly obvious-to 
be an effective coach, a person must have a 
logical, analytical and inquisitive mind. 
Without these abilities it's impossible to 
assess a student's performance level, iso
late his problem areas, or suggest solu
tions. Of course, determining whether a 
prospective coach has these abilities can be 
a bit tricky. You can't really phone him up, 
chat a bit about course dates and costs, and 
then casually add, "Oh, by the way, you're 
not ... not dumb, are you?" (Well, actually 
you can. But I wouldn't.) If the instructor 
you are considering has a good competitive 
track record you can be fairly certain of his 
abilities. Today's competition is so tough 
that it is only by continuous and accurate 
self-analysis and criticism that a shooter 
can reach the top levels. 

Continued on page 95 
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If It's down range 
at over 200 yards or 

breaking speed records 
at 30 

yards 

Contender was designed for the "sport of it" and its unique inter
changeable barrel system offers unlimited hunting potential. With 
Contender you're not restricted to single cartridge application . 
Meaningful varmint cartridges such as .22 Hornet, .222 Rem. and 
.223 Rem. allow you to sharpen your eye on woodchucks in the 
summer months. 7X30 Waters, .30/30 Win. and .35 Rem. are the more 
serious choices for the fall months and deer season but it doesn't 
end there. Actually, Contender offers nineteen different cartridge/ 
barrel combinations to select from -including a hard hitting .410/3" 
load for cottontails. 

Write For Our FREE Catalog! 
If you want to know why the Contender is always out in front when 

• '\ the talk gets around to Hunting Handguns or Silhouette competi-
- tion, then write for our current catalog. Its 52 pages feature our full 

- .-~-- line of American made firearms - backed by a Lifetime Warranty! 

THOMPSON/CENTER ARMS I P.O. Box 5002, Dept. TAH 9 
Rochester, New Hampshire 03867 
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Buy One IDBll Book, Get One Free! 

s17e5 
This all-new 43rd edition of Gun Digest 
promises to entertain, enlighten and 
inform with the same devotion to the 
subject of firearms that has made it 
the world's greatest gunbook for the last 
42 years. No other gunbook or magazine 
matches it for editorial excellence. No 
other catalog is as current. Its writers are 
the best of the breed, its articles the pick 
of the literature-whether it's a first hand 
report on what's new or a fresh look at 
the familiar. If you're a hunter. collector. 
historian. shooter, handloader, or just 
find gun lore fascinating, there's plenty of 
good reading in store for you. 
40 Years In Production by Duncan Long. 
In Bill Rugers 40th year, Duncan Long 
writes of Ruger's own best-loved gun de
sign-the Ruger 22 autoloading pistol. 
Dahlgren Guns And Ericsson Ships by 
Gad Rausing. Two Dahlgren guns guard 
a grave in a Swedish churchyard to this 
day. Buried there is John Ericsson, 
whose engineering when coupled with 
John Dahlgren's guns, changed the 
course of naval warfare forever. Gad 
Rausing tells the Ericsson story. 
On The Block Again by R. L. Wilson. 
R. L. Wilson, one of the prime movers 
in the American renaissance of the fine 
gun auction. tells how it has once again 
become respectable to sell firearms 
through Park Avenue's fashionable 
auction houses. 
The Easy Whitetail by Donald Hamilton. 
At 70 years of age, noted thriller writer 
Donald Hamilton returned to his once
favorite rifle hunting after a 15 year 
layoff, and still thinks there is some 
rifle hunting left worth having. 
Why Big Scopes Make The Difference 
by Bob Bell. Veteran optics writer Bob 
Bell deciphers a long-standing question: 
Why big-lensed scopes work so well in 
the dark. Hunters have always known 
this, now they can find out why. 

1989 GUN DIGEST 
43rd Edition 
Edited by Ken Warner 

Small Game Centerfires by Holt 
Bodinson. Desert rats and mountain 
walkers have rediscovered an old idea 
in the New Southwest-centerfire small 
game rifles, most of them old-timey 
lever guns. 
Make Your Muzzleloader Work For You 
by Sam Fadala. With this veteran's 
advice in hand, even a first-time muzzle
loader hunter can clearly distinguish 
between the necessary and not-so
necessary gear and skills for successful 
management of his rifle. From how to 
carry reloads to the choice of the rifle 
itself, Sam Fadala touches all the 
beginner's bases. 
I Sold My Lovely Wood by David E. 
Petzal. He cried a little, as they say, but 
when Dave Petzal became convinced 
that the new synthetic stocks outper
form the natural works of art, he sold 
the old to make room for the new. Here's 
his grudging appreciation for the 
synthetic and farewell to the wood. 
Double Rifles Had Glamour by Howard 
E French. There was once no substitute 
in the really big game fields for the 
awesome power of a big-bore double 
rifle. Howard French. a long-time 
collector and shooter of double rifles, 
describes how they received their 
glamour status. 
The $200 Scout Rifle by Jim 
Thompson. Melding the solid and 
proven bolt-action battle rifles of the 
past, now once again available across 
the counter. to the modem installation 
of lon~lief scopes, Jim Thompson 
finds a cheap but rugged, very ser
viceable and accurate companion for 
long hikes in the desert. 
Free Pistols For The Collectors by 
Wilfrid Ward. The free pistol is the ulti
mate single-shot target handgun, used 
in the excruciating international game 
of 50-meter targets. Wilfrid Ward 
believes the time has come to assess 
the free pistol's potential for the 
collector-and he finds it quite high. 
Early Rivals Of The Model 1911 by John 
Malloy. The Model 1911 45 caliber semi
automatic pistol was such a successful 
design, lasting in service for 75 years, 
that many have forgotten that in 1911 
the U.S. Army had a choice. John 
Malloy gives us a good look at all those 
far away options. 
44 Magnum Carbines: Rifles For 
Mountain Deer Hunting by Pete Nelson. 
Having realized that all mountains, 
once one is on them, are convex, this 
deer hunter has determined that a quick 
and handy 44 Magnum carbine makes 
a fine deer rifle in real conditions. 

44 Magnum Carbines: Rifles For Eastern 
Whitetails by Paul A Matthews. This 
Pennsylvania deer hunter. with 50 years 
of experience. hunted many years with a 
375 Holland & Holland. He now finds the 
44 Magnum speaks as loud as any 
when hunting Eastern Whitetails. 
Blasts From The Past by Rick Hacker. 
A current phenomenon on the American 
firearms scene is the presence of more 
than a few direct modem copies of 19th 
century frontier handguns and rifles. 
With such guns, modem shooters can 
find out exactly what it was like to 
shoot the old-timers. 
The Man Who Sculptures Airguns by 
David Wayland. There's a Yorkshire fel
low named Don Robinson who, with 
splendid rococo nonchalance. changes 
air rifles into uninhibited and delight
fully intricate expressions of art one 
normally associates only with fine fire
arms. This sort of Weatherby point of 
view results in firearms very interesting 
to behold, very comfortable to hold, 
and very easy to shoot 

The Academic Smith by Frank C. Barnes 

Of Power And Placement by H. v. Stent 

Shooting And Hitting by Roger Barlow 

Larry Smith's Little Guns ... 
by David Phillips 

My Grandaddy's Shotgun 
by Charles E Petty 

Blackpowder Could Have Been White 
Or Yellow ... Or Pink! by Edward M. Yard 

Much, Much More! PLUS 
THESE REGULAR DEPARTMENTS: 
Ammunition, Ballistics and Components 
• Rifle Review • Black Powder Review 
• Scopes & Mounts Review • Handguns 
Today: Autoloaders, Sixguns and Others 
• Custom Guns • Shooter's Marketplace 
• Art of the Engraver 
SPECIAL GUNDEX•: A preface to the 
catalog section, enabling the reader 
to locate immediately any gun in the 
catalog, knowing no more than its 
manufacturer and model designation. 
AND THE MOST UP-TO-DATE 
CATALOG SECTION AVAILABLE! 
This section is once more expanded 
and revised to hold its position unques
tioned as the best compact catalog of 
firearms available. Packed with illus
trations and specifications on all U.S. 
and imported rifles, shotguns, hand
guns, black powder guns, air guns, 
chokes and brakes, metallic sights, 
scopes and mounts. All are isled with 
the most up-to.date prices available.. 

USE COUPON ON OPPOSITE PAGE TO ORDER NOW! 



Buy One [DBI[ Book, Get One Free! 
-~ YOU CAN CHARGE IT, TOO! (SEE COUPON) 

GUN DIGEST BOOK ~ ._""1\ GUN DIGEST BOOK ~~' 
® 

OF METALLIC SILHOUETTE ~ ~ OF KNIVES ~~ AIR GUN DIGEST 
2nd Edition SHOOTING 3rd Edition 

2nd Edition By Jack Lewis & Roger Comb!> 
By Elgin Gates All-new ed111o n cove rs practo-

Whc n. where a nd how it a ll ca lly every aspec t o f the knife 
started. Looks at IH MSA ru les. wo rld . Inc ludes reports on 
guns and cartridges. Examines manufacturing and collecting. 
reasons for its popularity. Use- Looks a t fi gh ting and surviva l 
ful handgun silhouette tips and knives. Plus spec ial use kn ives. 
the future of the sport. 256 8'h " kni fe ca re a nd muc h more . 
x 11 " pages. 256 8\12" x 11 " pages 
#MSS2 $12.95 #K3 $12.95 
MODERN LAW 
ENFORCEMENT 
WEAPONS AND TACTICS 

8Y Wiley M. Clapp 
An in-depth look at weapons

1 equipment and tactics usea 
l>y law enforcement agencies. 
Examines basic guns and 
special situation weapans & 
equipmenL 2S6 8~' x 11 " 
pages_ 
#MLEW • . .... . $13.95 
FlAYDERMAN'S GUIDE 
TO ANTIQUE AMERICAN 
AREARMS And Their Values 
4th Edition 

By Norm Flayderman 

Completely updated prices & 
specs wi th over 3500 models 
a nd 1450 pho tos . Ho w to 
ide nt ify. val ue a nd collec t. 
624 8Y," x II" pages. 

#FLA4 . $22.95 

HANDLOADER'S DIGEST 
11th Edition 

Edited by Ken Warner 
Top writers in the field contn~ 
ute help(ul information on tech
niques and components. Greatly 
expanded catal£g of all CW'mlt
ly available loading tools, chron
OIU8llhs and accessories. 
332l!Yz''x II" pqes. 
#HDll ...... .. $15.95 

THE GUN DIGEST BOOK 
OF 9mm HANDGUNS 

By Dean A. Grennell 
& Wiley M. Clapp 

Covers the caJ1ridse and the $l1llS 
that have been made for 1t in 
puterdepth than any other~ 
available. Side-by-side ammo 
testfire reports using the Beretta 
Model 92F. Evaluation a over 
SO guns. 256 SW' x 11 " pages. 

#9MM . .... ... $12.95 

THE GUN DIGEST BOOK 
• OF ASSAULT WEAPONS 

Edited by Jack Lewis 
A detailed analysis of assault
type weapons, mcludir.g test
fi.re reports of the latest full 
and semi-autos; centerfires, 
rimfires and shotguns. Plus 
design trends and new philo
sophies, more. 256 8 \lz'' x 
11 " pages. 

#AW . . . ..... $12.95 
THE GUN DIGEST BOOK 
OF MODERN GUN VAWES 
6th Edition By Jack Lewis 
Updated and expanded edition 
o(the book that's become the 
standard for valuing modern 
firearms. Covers the current 
values of all non-military guns 
introduced from 1900-1985. 
448 8\lz'' x 11" pages. 

#MGV6 . . . .. . . $15.95 
GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 
HANDGUN RELOADING 

By Dean A Grennell & 
Wiley M. Clapp 

The reloadina cycle from begin
ing to end. lopes include: how 
to select tools, terminal ballistics 
a hand«un cartridges, testing 
1he reloailand much much more. 
2S6.8W'x II" 1J11F. 
#HR . ..... . ... $12.95 

HANDGUN DIGEST 
By Dean A Grennell 

A complete overview a~ 
guns. Test-fuing techniques and 
equipment. Handgun hunting. A 
look al numerous guns and car
IJidFs. Special applications. 
Future trends. Much more. 2S6 
8W'x 11" pages. 

#HAND . . ...... $12.95 
BOLT ACTION RIFLES CARTRIDGES OF THE 
Revised Edition WORLD, 5th Edition 

B y Frank de Haas By Frank C. Barnes 
Definitive work cove ring a ll Completely up-dated, this en-
major designs since the Mauser cyclopedic work covers the 
of 18 7 I. D etai led cove rage dimensions, perfonnance para-
of over I I 0 turnbo lt actions meters, physical characteris-
- ho w the y function . take - tics for over 1,000 different 
down / assembl y. strengths & cartridges in one well-organ-
we ak ne sse s. dimen s io na l ized book. 416 8\lz' ' x 11 " 
specs . 448 80.., " x 11 " pages. pages. 

#BAR . . $14.95 #COWS ... . .. $16.95 

By J. I. Galan 
Ever y thing on ai r gun hislor y. 
tre nds and tech no logy. Re
po rts on p neumatic . spr ing
piston. C02 and other air gu ns. 
Hu nting a nd a ir gu n com peti 
tion. Pl us a n impor tan1 review 
o n safe ty. 256 8\12 " x 11 "pages. 

#AIR2 $12.95 

MILITARY SMALL ARMS 
OF THE 20TH CENTURY 
5th Edition 
By Ian V. Hogg & John Weeks 
New pistols. sub-machine guns. 
bolt action rifles. anti-tank rifles 
and machine guns. inc . USSR 
ASK SMG. FN BGM-l 5s. WA 
2000 Sniping rifles. Browning's 
DA Compact pi sto l. 304 8"1" 
x 11 " pages. 
#MSA5 .. .... . $16.95 

r--------------------------, TWO BOOKS FOR PRICE 
OF ONE! HERE'S HOW! 

Buy one of the OBI books shown on this ad and 
get another OB I book FREE' 
(a) Buy any book(s) 1n th is ad at retail pri ce 
(b) For each book you buy. you may select a 

second book lrom this ad of the ume price 
or less FRE E' 

(c) Please include $2.50 for each FR EE book 
you order to help us cover postage. 
insurance, packing and handl ing. 

(d) Th is ofler is restricted to pu rchases made 
by mail order from th is ad only 
A B 

rm Buying Retai l 
These Price 

$ 

Book • 
$ 

Book • 
$ 

Book • 
s 

c 
Send These 

FREE ' 

Book • 

Book • 

Book • 

Book • Book • 
Column "B" Total U.S. $ _ ____ _ 
PLUS postage. insurance and handl ing tee 
(12.50 for each FREE book) 

U.S. $ _ _ ___ _ 
TOTAL ORDER U.S.$ _ ___ _ 

Please check one 
O I enc lose lull payment by check or money 

order. U.S. Dollars Only. [•U•l ~ O Charge my c redit card . . • • M5o4" 
0 Mastercard 0 Visa ., 1 

Acct. No. ® 

Exp. Date ____________ _ 

Signature ____________ _ 

Phone No. < -~------------

10-DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. 
ALLOW 4-5 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY. 

DBI BOOKS, INC. Dept. U752 
4092 Commercia l Ave . Northbrook IL 60062 

Address ____ _________ _ 

C' 'Y----------------
S1a1e _ ________ z,p _ ___ _ 
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HANDlOADING 
DAN COTTERMAN 

BORE SIZE IS THE KEY TO ACCURACY 
IN 9n1n1 CAST BULLETS FOR Hl·POWERS 

It is with great regret that we announce 
Dan Cotterman's retirement as our 
Handloading Editor and author of the 
Handloading column. Dan has been with 
American Handgunner for 1/ years and 
this is his 59th column on handloading. 
Dan has been a great friend over the years 
and we will all miss him. You, the readers, 
have come to know Dan's "no nonsense" 
approach to writing about handloading 
and handloading products-Dan calls a 
spade a spade. We will seek to replace Dan, 
but we can never duplicate his indomitable 
wit and his clever style, the joy of hand
loading he imparts in each and every 
column. We salute you, Dan Cotterman, 
and we wish you happy trails in your 
golden years ahead. 

The Staff of American Handgunner. 

Y ou call a guy a specialist when he's 
hung up enough experience to know 

what he's talking about. Like Martin 
Hawkins III, of Searcy, Arkansas. He's 
been handloading, mostly for handguns, 
since the late 1940s. 

Hawkins writes, "The information 
provided by you and Jahn Lawson in your 
respective columns more than justifies the 
cost of American Handgunner. Thanks. 
Although the observations of an individ
ual-based on what, objectively, must be 
recognized as a very narrow data base -
are at best suspect, I thought I would pass 
on some of my experience in loading cast 
bullets for the 9mm Parabellum .. . 

"For the past five years, most of my 
loading has been for the 9mm for use in two 
Browning Hi-Powers. One is now fitted 
with the excellent Bar Sto barrel, while the 
other has the standard factory barrel. In 
order to prolong the life of my guns and 
keep costs down, 90 percent of my loads 
are with cast bullets loaded to moderate 
pressure and velocity levels. After trying a 
number of designs, I settled on the Lyman 
356402 truncated cone bullet as being the 
most reliable and accurate for use in my 
Brownings. I now use it exclusively. 

proved to be the case with four Browning 
factory barrels that I slugged and mea
sured. All were .357-inch or larger. 

"Up to this time I had sized all of my 
bullets to .356-inch, the 'accepted' diame
ter for alloy bullets in 9mm. My first step 
was to recover some bullets from cotton 
waste. The charge used, which had demon
strated tipping or keyholing about 10 to 15 
percent of the time at 25 meters, was 4.5 
grains of Winchester 231 in both WW and 
Federal cases with WW and Federal stan
dard primers. The recovered bullets, cast 
from three parts linotype and one part lead, 
told the story. They showed little or no 
evidence of engraving, and were obviously 
not engaging the rifling sufficiently to sta
bilize. Apparently the fast twist (1:10, I 
believe) of the Browning factory barrel 
contributed to the undersize bullet problem 
by fostering skidding and stripping. Lead
ing was heavy and required the use of a 
Lewis Lead Remover . .. 

"Initially I tried two approaches to the 
problem with some success. First, I sized 
several hundred bullets through a .358-
inch die. Because my as-cast bullets 
measure.357 inch, this left me with lubri
cated bullets of the full .357-inch mold 
diameter. When I fired these bullets with 
the same load of 4 .5 grains of WW 231 
through a Browning factory barrel, leading 
was greatly reduced and only about two 

percent of the bullets showed evidence of 
tipping at 25 meters. 

"Next I had a Bar Sto barrel fitted to one 
of my guns. This barrel, with its slow twist 
and about .356-inch groove diameter, was 
used extensively with .356-inch bullets, 
and showed excellent accuracy, minimal 
leading, and absolutely no indications of 
tipping. Recovered bullets were deeply 
engraved with no signs of skidding. 

'i\lthough I had found solutions (either a 
.357-inch bullet-though .358 would prob
ably be better-in the factory barrel or 
.356-inch bullets in the Bar Sto), I still 
hoped to find some way to use .356-inch 
bullets in both of my guns. One possibility 
was to use a softer alloy, which would upset 
more readily as the bullet engaged the 
rifling. After switching to an alloy of 50 
percent linotype and 50 percent lead with 
about one to two percent additional tin 
added, most, but not all, of the .356-inch 
bullets fired in the factory barrel stabilized 
and leading was light. About this time, 
because I had begun to suspect the 
Winchester No. 231 produced sharper 
recoil and might result in greater wear on 
my guns, I switched to Hercules Unique. 

"Unique is dirtier and doesn't meter 
quite as well as the ball propellants, but 
with either 4.5 grains (very accurate) or 
5.0 grains of this slower burning powder, 
the softer-alloy .356-inch bullets shot with 
good accuracy in the factory barrel, and 
there was no sign of tipping-even at 100 
yards - and only light, easily removed 
leading. In the Bar Sto-barreled gun the 
accuracy was excellent. 

'i\gain using Unique, I went back to the 
harder 3: l lino/lead alloy and got almost 
the same results. But not quite. There was a 
bit more leading in the factory barrel and 
the occasional tipped bullet. 

' i\ very limited test with other powders, 
Hercules Bullseye and Hercules Red Dot 

M•skox•umterBags 
Award 

Greg Murtland shot the new world's rec
ord Greenland Muskox with a scoped 
Ruger .44 Magnum to win the 1988 Hand
gun Hunter's Thophy Award. Greg says bis 
Muskox scored 781/s points in the Safari 
Club International record book, placing it 
Number One by three-quarters of an inch! 

Greg bunted on Univak Island where 
temperatures soared to a sunny minus 30° 
without the wind chill factor. He took bis 
trophy Muskox with a single well-placed 
bullet from his customized Ruger Super 
Blackhawk from Mag-Na-Port Arms. He "Working up satisfactory cast bullet 

loads for the 9mm is not without problems. 
The most persistent problems were key
holing, leading, and mediocre accuracy. 
Information provided by Derk von Huls, a 
handloader from Germany, which you 
included in the July I August 1982 issue of 
American Hand gunner, helped identify one 
of the causes. He pointed out that many 
barrels chambered for the 9mm are well 
over .357-inch groove diameter. This 

~ used a 4x Leupold scope. 
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The Handgun Hunter's Trophy Award is 
presented each year to the handgun hunter 
with the best trophy taken by a handgun. 
The rules for entering and the criteria for 
selecting a winner are available from the 
Handgun Hunters' Museum and Hall of 
Fame, 4130'2 Executive Drive, Dept. AH, 
Mt. Clemons, MI, 48045. 
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America's two hottest shooters 
see eye to eye on only one thing: 

THEY BOTH SHOOT SPRINGFllLDS 

J.1 Safety and instruction manuals available from Springfield Armory. 
lllll1IW. Always wear eye and ear protection when using any firearm. 

Rob Leatham and Jerry Barnhart are as different as two 
winners can be. For instance: • Jerry's not a big guy, but he 
used a Springfield .45 ACP to win the '87 Steel Challenge, 
and to smoke the field at the '87 USPSA Nationals. Although 
Rob's big and burly, he used a smaller caliber Springfield .38 

Super to blaze his way to victory in the shootoffs at the '87 
Steel Challenge, the '87 Bianchi Cup and the '87 USPSA 
Nationals. • Rob's a veteran, with four USPSA National 
Championships, two IPSC World Championships, and a 
'liiple Crown win to his credit. Jerry's a relative newcomer 
to the pro circuit, but he's already become one of America's 
pre-eminent pistoleros. • On the firing line, Rob is cool 
as a cucumber. Jerry is the picture of intensity as he 
psyches himself into his shooting stance. 

Differences aside, there's one thing on which Rob and 
Jerry do agree: To be the best, a shooter must use the best. 
That's why they're both shooting Springfield 1911-Al pistols 

again in 1988. 
They're not alone in their choice. In 1988 as in 1987, 

perennial winners like Brian Enos, Mike Plaxco, Chip 
McCormick, Wayne Bowker and Ken Tapp will be using 
Spingfield pistols as members of Team Springfield's"/\' team. 
And, America's most prominent master pistolsmiths are 
now building more custom Springfields than any other 
major brand. 

Just how well did Springfield pistols perform in '87? Great! 
But this year, we'll do even better. Watch the results of 
America's most hotly contested competitions. You'll see 
more and more champions winning with Springfield pistols, 
and fewer and fewer shooting the has-beens and never
~~res. Let's face it: You can't argue 
with success. That's a fact on 

. which we all agree. 

< 

Send $3 for current four 
color all-product catalog. 

Section SR-9,420 West Main Street, Geneseo, IL 61254 (309) 944-5631 



on the 'fast' side, and Hercules Blue Dot 
and Herco on the 'slow' side, seems to indi
cate that the instability of cast , undersized 
bullets can be greatly reduced by the use of 
slower burning propellants. I speculate, 
but do not know, that bullet acceleration 
from the case to the leade of the rifling is 
more gradual , thus allowing the bullet to 
'dig in' rather than skid. Of interest are 
similar conclusions reported by Mike 
Venturino in an article in the January/Feb
ruary 1986 issue of Handloader magazine. 

Of great interest to me were the observa
tions by Ed Hobbie, along with your com
ments, on the effect overall length has on 
bullet stability, published in your column in 
the May/June 1988 issue of American 
Handgunner. I must admit that I stuck to 
the overall length of 1.100" , recommended 
by Lyman, in assembling all my loads. 
After coming up with a load that met my 
requirements, I stopped. The next time I 
cast , I'll run off some 3: 1 lino/lead bullets 
and, in loads using faster propellants, 
experiment a bit with 1.125" and greater 
overall lengths." 

This is a preview. I wrote a test report on 
the RCBS 4x4 press, a super heavy-duty 
rotary reloading press, for the January/ 
February 1986 issue of this magazine. The 
original 4x4 reflected RCBS quality, but it 
didn't go all the way; it wasn't automatic. 
Lately I've been working with a new, fully
updated RCBS 4x4. The new Auto 4x4, 
which will be available to handloaders 
November lst , has a suggested retail price 
of $350-which is quite reasonable when 
you realize it'll index, prime, charge, and 
eject a loaded round with each stroke of the 
operating handle. 

Original 4x4 presses can be converted to· 
the automatic version for $50, plus $10 for 
return-freight. Contact Jay Postman, 
Customer Service Technician, RCBS, Inc., 
Dept. AH , 605 Oro Dam Blvd. , Oroville, 
CA 95965 . 

Balance Company, 340-39 Ave. S.E., 
P.O. Box 505, Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
T2G 1X6, markets an item called "The 
Bar." It replaces the various discs used to 
meter powder charges in the Lee Auto
Disk Powder Measure. "The Bar" is fully 
adjustable and sells for $14.95 , plus $1.95 
shipping, U.S. currency. 

And if you're a .41 Magnum fan , you'll 
find a bonanza of .41 bullets as well as 
bullets for the .411 JDJ , .41 Avenger, and 
the new .41 Action Express in Harrison 
Bullet Works' (6437 E. Hobart St., Dept. 
AH, Mesa , AZ 85205) free catalog. 
Weights range from 160 to 300 ~ 
grains in a variety of shapes. ~ 

.I 
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TEST REPORT 

__ PMC ULTRAMAG 
Ultra-light and ultra-fast, 
but are the cookie cutter 
bullets the ultimate? 
By Howard E. French 

PMC has brought out some new 
ammunition that is loaded 

with unique tubular bullets. Not for mag
nums, but for the ever popular .38 Special 
and the .44 Special revolvers. The bullets 
are actually hollow tubes made from cop
per. There is a .290" hole completely 
through the bullet, leaving a very thin wall 
to engage the rifling. 

Obviously you cannot fire such a bullet 
since the powder would spill out if you 
tipped the cartridge over! So each round 
has a plastic 'pusher' or sabot that covers 
the tubular hole at the rear of the bullet. 

What is so great about the tubular bullet? 
PMC claims that accuracy is improved, 
recoil energy drops to zilch and that these 
bullets, when used for self-defense, have 
limited penetration. 

The tubular bullet sounds like something 
incredibly new, state-of-the-art for the 21st 
century. But I found there was a similar 
bullet developed in the 1880's. Hebler
Krnka developed a tubular bullet in 1888 
for the 8mm rifle! It also used a hollow 
bullet with a sabot or 'shoe wad' to contain 
the projecting powder gases. 

I first checked the weight of both the .38 
Special and .44 Special Ultramag bullets. 
The .44 load is supposed to contain a 110 
grain bullet while the .38 Special has a 66 
grain projectile. I found that the .44 Spe
cial was loaded with a bullet weight of 105 
grains while the pusher weighed 8.1 grains. 
Obviously PMC considers the full bullet 
weight that of both the bullet as well as the 
plastic pusher. 

The weight on my scales of the .38 Spe
cial bullet as well as the 'pusher' came with 
the tubular bullet at 64.5 grains, while the 
'pusher' weighed .6 grains. 

When I received the new Ultramag .38 
Special rounds I noticed that they were 
marked + P. I called PMC and they assured 
me that the .44 Special tubular bullets were 
just what they said on the headstamp, nor
mal loads and not + P, so I was relieved to 
find that the .44's can be used in light 
framed revolvers. 

In testing the .44 Special Ultramag tubu
lar ammo I used a S&W with a 3-inch 
barrel. From this revolver I fired 10 rounds 
which zipped over the Oehler chronograph 
at 1198 fps. 

Through the same revolver Winchester 
Silvertips, weighing 200 grains, average 
740 fps, while Federal's 200 grain SWC 
went about the same, 751 fps . The tubular 
bullet is obviously much faster, although 
lacking the weight of conventional slugs. 

The .38 Special Ultramag rounds were 
fired from a Dan Wesson revolver with a 
2 1/2 inch barrel , they clocked a hefty 1404 
fps. I also fired some .357 Magnum loads 
of CCI Blazer ammo through the same gun 
with a velocity of990 fps . 

Incidentally, when PMC said recoil was 
reduced , they weren't kidding. The two 
lightweight .38 and .44 Special tubulars 
were more than easy on the hand. If you 
shoot shotguns it was like shooting a 28 
gauge-you know the gun has gone off, but 
you feel virtually no recoil. 

In the Old West the solid lead slug of the 
.44 was thought of as a killer. Now another 
bullet, not weighing even half as much, but 
speeding along at 62 % higher velocity, 
may be an improved manstopper. 

I tried the usual device, taking a water 
filled plastic jug and firing at it with the 
3-inch S&W using the .44 Ultramag tubu
lar bullets. I must admit that I was a bit non
plussed. The jug did not burst on impact, 
although the top was blown off. There was 
a neat .44 caliber hole blown on both sides 
of the jug and the spent bullet was picked 
up in some wet newsprint located behind 
the jug. However, inside the bullet were 
two plastic sections from the jug that 
looked like a paper cutter had stamped 
them from the jug. The bullet acted like a 
stiletto, cutting a perfectly round hole 
though the jug . 

To test accuracy I fired six rounds of the 
.44 Ultramag at 25 yards. All six rounds 
went into a I %-inch group. A group of 
under two inches at 25 yards certainly 
shows combat accuracy. 

The tubular bullet is a most interesting 
idea and , I suspect, one that is going to 
cause many to argue about its ~ 
potential. .~ 
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A little peace of mind 
from Beretta. 

Peace of mind . When you 've got it, you 've 
got everything . And Beretta's lightweight, 
palm-sized semi-automatic handguns are 
pure peace of mind in a sleek, safe, compact 
package. 

Built for accuracy. Dependability. Safety. 
Because they're bu ilt by Beretta. Backed by 
450 years of experience and craftsmanship. 

And priced for 
your budget. 

When your se
curity is at stake 

there 's no sub
stitute for the 
best. Beretta 

, .. '· compact hand
.~) guns offer 

· · '# exc lusive 
. features, like 

,,, ~"' ' ::."_ the open slide 
L :...-,.l design, you 

...J. only expect 
to find in 

Beretta's larger 
caliber pistols. 

The Model 21 Double 
Action semi-automatic features 

straight blow-back action , external 
thumb safety and tip-up barrel. Engraved EL 
version avai lable. 

The model 950 series is an easy-to-handle 
8 ounces available in single action ; semi
automatic .25 ACP and .22 short. And like the 
Model 21 , the 950 handguns features safe, 
convenient tip up barrels for direct chamber 
loading without manually working slide. 

For a 
slightly 
bigger 
pistol try 
the feel 
of the 
Model 84 .380 auto. 
Provides double action 
dependability with a 13 
round staggered magazine. 

. 380ACP 

Th is is the kind of dependable firepower police 
and military personnel spec ify 
for protection . 

These are just 
three of a broad 
line of Beretta 
handguns that 
include the 
new92 F 
9mm double 
action semi
automatic with 
a 15 round 

magazine selected as the offi
cial sidearm of the U.S. military. 

For pure peace of mind nothing matches the 
safety and dependabi lity of Beretta. Nothing. 
For more information call 
Beretta U.S.A. or see 
your nearest dealer. 

ettaU.S.A . 
Beretta U.S.A. Corp 
17601 Beretta Drive 
Accokeek, Maryland 20607 
(301) 283-2191 



Hercules. 
Specialists in 

smokeless powders 
for the Reloader. 

Hercules. The leader in reloading 
powders for more than sixty years. 
Red Dot ' Bullseyer•i 
Green Dot "' Unique'"-' 
Blue Dot" Hercules 24ooroi 
Herco " Reloder 7 " 

Each is special, and each delivers 
high energy, fast , clean burn , shot-to
shot consistency, and economy. 
Anticorrosive, too, for gun protection. 

You do a pretty special JOb when you 
reload. Be sure your powder comes 
from the specialist. 

And be sure to pick up a Hercules 
Reloaders ' Guide FREE at your dealer 
or write: Hercules Incorporated, 
Product Information, 
Hercules Plaza, 1R 
Wilmington, DE HERCULES 
19894. ------XS 86-7 
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Handloamng a pure lead 
105 grmn bullet gi.ves a 
good self-defense load in 
a short-barreled .38 Spe
cial and the load is cheap 
enough to allow for 
practice! 
"\"l Then it comes to portable personal 
VV defense, almost everyone seems to want 

the power of a .44 Magnum in that little .38 
Special snubby. As people become more 
familiar with guns, they realize that no 
amount of wishing will make a .38 Special, 
small-frame revolver belch forth the heavy 
projectiles, flame, smoke and recoil that a .44 
Magnum does. 

But the .38 snubby does have the advan
tages of compactness, light weight, accuracy 
and easy portability. That the .38 Special is a 
nice gun to carry is attested to by the multi
tude of makes and models its popularity has 
brought about. 

So, how do you get the most out of your 
"pocket-partner''? 

To be effective as a "fightstopper" or "man
stopper," a .38 caliber bullet must expand, or 
mushroom, upon striking its target. It is this 
expansion which causes the dramatically
increased shock waves, so disruptive and 
destructive to adjacent tissue. 

This essential bullet expansion usually 
does not occur at speeds ofless than 1,000 fps 
for jacketed bullets. 

And here is the problem for our "pocket
partner." Many varieties of commercial 
ammo available for the .38 Special barely 

7 8 9 JO 

.38 SPECIAL 
SNUBNOSE 
MAN STOPPERS 
By John Haueisen 

reach 1,000 fps, even in 4" or 6" barrels. 
They are just not going to expand well out of 
a 2" snubby barrel. 

Fortunately, this is where the handloader 
gets his chance to shine. By using lighter, 
non-jacketed bullets, the handloader can 
work up a load that has definite, almost 
explosive, expansion capability, while stay
ing in safe pressure ranges for a light .38 
snubby. 

For my .38 snubby defense load, I opted 
for cast bullets, since they expand much more 
easily than jacketed bullets, which must first 
bend back a copper jacket. I also used soft, 
pure lead to further enhance the expansion 
qualities of the bullet. 

A double-cavity, 105 grain, semi-wadcut
ter, by Lee (Lee Precision, Inc. , 4275 High
way U, Dept. AH, Hartford, WI 53027) was 
my choice of bullet mould . After an hour or 
so of casting, I had several hundred pure lead 
105 grain SWC bullets ready to size, lube, 
and put over the powder and put to the test. 

For powder type, my choice was Hercules 
Blue Dot, which has served well in many 
.357 Magnum and 9mm Luger power loads. 
I also favor Blue Dot because of its dull 
orange flash , rather than a blinding white 
flash , when used at night or in dark situations 
(where many shootouts occur). 

I used CCI 500 standard small pistol prim
ers and Winchester brass. The gun was a 
Charter Arms Off-Duty, a typical non- + P, 
five-shot, .38 snubby, with a barrel just under 
2 inches. 

Loads were worked up carefully, in 
quarter-grain increments from a starting 
charge of 6.0 grains of Blue Dot. I wasn't 
working for maximum loads so much as for 
the desired degree of bullet expansion and 
accuracy without excessive leading of the 
barrel. 

Right now, I won't go into the merits of 
various bullet expansion test media such as 
ballistic gelatin, duxseal , wet newspapers, 

Continued on page 110 

I I 12. 13 /lt 

Recovered slugs from expansion testing. The numbers under each bullet 
show the number of grains of Blue Dot powder used. 
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THE DUTCHMAN 
USE COUPON 

BELOW OR 
CALL TOLL FREE 1·800·821·5157 

Lets You See Them . .. 
But They Can't See You 
AN/PAS·5 INFRARED 
GOGGLES 
Used by U.S. forces in Viet 
Nam and refined by the Israeli 
Army for desert warfare and 
counter-terrorist campaigns. 
Direct from Israeli storerooms and 
operation ready. 

Now you can see them . . . but they 
can't see you' Blend into the night , Q N LY $3 98 
virtually invisible while your IR goggles 
turn night into day. The ultimate in POSTPAID 
high-tech . Ideal for surveillance, hunting , war games, police, survival settings, home 
security, urban patroll ing . 

The most sophisticated yet developed. Made Designed for "hands free" operation . Fit snug on head. Weigh about 11-oz. Here's 
for professional hunters to hear approaching what you get: 1) AN/PAS-5 IR goggle binoculars 2) bu ilt-i n close-up lens assembly 3) 
an imals at a great distance. the VanSleek has light restriction caps 4) operating manual 5) mercury battery 6) high impact carrying 
now been discovered by the security industry. case 7) 4112'' super concave IR filter 8) 100,000 candlepower Blue Streak Rescue Light 
On city terra 1 n~ounds leap across blocks and (light source) 9) adjusting head strap assembly. Additional batteries $5.00 each, 1-3/4" 
streets. Guard s are using VanSleek in prison IR filter $9.00, 5-3/8" IR fi lter $16.00, 4'12' ' concave IR filter $16.00. 

$63 POSTPAID 

50,000 VOLTS! 
The Nova XR5000 Stun Gun 

can protect you from attackers. 

STUN GUN will instantly "scramble" anacker's 
nervous system caus ing immediate 
(temporary) paralysis' By simply touching 
your attacker anywhere, he will drop help less 
even through many layers of clothing . STUN 
GUN is not lethal and is safe to user. Cannot 
transmit shock back to you . Requires a 9 volt 
nicad battery and charge r $16.00. The Nova 
is sold with a leather holster for $63.00 
postpaid . This is the authentic American 
made product. Put 50,000 volts in the palm 
of your hand , order today. 

BUG BOX 
You Need The 
BUG BOX 
For Telephone 
Privacy 

• yards to listen to convicts. The range of uses Infrared systems can cost $$thousands. Here is your chance for just $398.00 to own 
of the VanSleek Farfoon is astonishing and a sophisticated IR system complete with everything you need fo r operation - goggles, 
satisfaction is over-whelming . Receptivity plus. light source, filter and more. Sorry, at these prices NO credit cards or COD ; money 
VanSleek is superior to direct receiver orders and cashiers checks ONLY for this item . 
products utilizes a built-in 3112" parabolic i....:.-----------=-....:....:....:....;.: _____________ --i 

Assure complete telephone privacy with 
this telephone tap detector. It's the only 
device of its kind that prevents same-line 
eavesdropping PLUS notifies you of 
unauthorized intrusion onto your line. While 
most tap-detectors must screw into your 
phone's mouthpiece, the BUG BOX is totally 
independent: plug your modular phone into 
tiny (3" x 2" x 1") BUG BOX, then plug BUG 
BOX into the wall jack. Now you 've got 
TOTAL privacy - BUG BOX 's red indicator 
light lets you know if someone is 
eavesdropping AND if someone has 
intentionally (or unintentionally) tapped 
your lines inside or outside the house. 
BONUS: Attach BUG BOX to every phone 
in your house, then you , AND ONLY YOU, 
can access the phone. BUG BOX not only 
tells you if someone else is on the line, it 
KEEPS THEM OFF wi th its Privacy Shut-out 
Circuit . THEY CAN'T LISTEN IN EVEN IF 
THEY WANTED TOI Buy one BUG BOX and 
use its red indicator light to tell you if 
someone else has come "on line" ; buy as 
many BUG BOX's as you have phones, and 
have it both ways - total Privacy Shut-out 
plus visible red light indicators. NO OTHER 
TAP DETECTOR HAS BOTH THESE 
FEATURES' Order BUG BOX for $48.00 
postpaid , and each additional unit for 
$30.00 each . 

dish for Sound Mirror effect previously only 
found on larger. more expensive units. 
Convenient size. small enough for use in tight 
places. Weighs about 2-lbs. Solid-state 
circuitry. Powered by 6 pen-l ight batteries for 
increased amplitude. $148.00 postpaid and 
worth it' 

$148 
POSTPAID 

~,c; 
SHOOTER'S EAR™ 

Praised by SWAT teams/police, serious 
shooters & sportsmen . 3 in 1 ELECTRONIC 
hea ring : Sound Amplif ier, Sound 
Suppressor & Top Quality Ear Muffs. Stereo 
operation . "Off" gives conventional ear 
muffs. "On" lets two sensitive, powerful 
microphones in each muff detect low leve l 
sounds and AMPLIFY to normal hearing 
level; loud noises are SUPPRESSED to 
acceptable levels. Volume control knob for 
precise pickup. Powered by 9v battery, is 
lightweight and has one yea r warranty. 
$148.00 postpaid . 

VIET NAM 
JUNGLE BOOTS 

A WATCH THAT'S 
TOUGH AS YOU! 

X-SHOCK-PLUS 
with more features than ever 

Here·s a watch that can stand up to your rough 
treatment and begs for more. The X-Shock-Plus is 
specially made for men on the GO - construction 
wo rkers. truckers. bikers, police. flyers. milita ry. 
hunters & sportsmen. This handsome watch is 
finished with flat black case and band . It's lightweight 
(under 5-oz .) and trim , yet heavy-duty. Secret to its 
tough performance are EIGHT miniature shock 
absorbers that protect X-Shock-Plus's hi-tech 
electronic workings. These shock absorbers are 
surrounded by a rugged stainless steel case which 
1n turn is covered by a urethane resin casing. THREE 
LEVELS OF PROTECTION to take the most destructive 
abuse! Bang 1t . drop it. stomp it . freeze it . . X
Shock-Plus is water and shock resistant to 1.650-feet . 

i SWORD CANE 

BRASS 
EAGLE 

SWORD 
CANE 

We made a great buy on 
these brass Eagle head 
sword canes. Shaft is of 
Teakwood , with lustrous 
grain and finish. The sword 
is flat style, hard steel, so 
strong you can pound the 
blade into a hardwood floor 
wi thout dulling the tip! Pin
in -channel locking mechan
ism. 36" overall length , 32" 
sword . 

Priced right at 
$49.00 

postpaid. 

TEAR GAS 

MACE® 
Any torture you could subject X-Shock-Plus to would 
probably kill you first' X-Shock-Plus's exclusive tough 
construction is reason enough to buy. But check out 
this long list of features. including NEW sports 
functions: Super QUARTZ DIGITAL accuracy: 12/24 Don't mistake MACE with 
hour (military/European) time; light for viewing in the lesser tear gas aerosols . 
dark: displays hour, minutes, seconds. AM/FM, Chemical MACE delivers a 
month, date, day of week: auto-calendar; daily alarm potent punch of highly 
and hourly chime ; dual time zones ; 24 hour purified CN tear gas to 

- - -CHARGE CARD ORDERS I 
I ~ Toll Free 800·821·5157 I 
I 6'iit In Missouri 816-221~~81 I 
I we ship UPS ~ 11111 I 

Please provide street address lliiiim! : 

I MAIL IN ORDERS I 
I Send check or money order to the I 
I address below. 

I The Dutchman 
I Dept. AH98 
I P.O. Box 12548 
I Overland Park, KS 66212 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

ITEM PRICE 

E·-~B 
TOTAL LJ 

stopwatch accurate to 1/100th second: records 2 incapacitate an assailant 
An unbelievable value in the hottest boot spliVlap times plus cumulatives of those times: pacer allowing you plenty of time to I Name ----------- -

sets from 65 to 215 beats per minute: calculates get away. MK-VI unit comes 
going . Top qualrty leather with cleated distance walked/run in mil es/kilometers ; in individual gun'like case I 
rubber soles vulcanized to leather & canvas programmable stride from t" to 10'; repeatable I Address ------------
upper Leather inners, nylon web on sides countdown timer setable from 24 hours to O; comes with real trigger action . 
and top. Steel shank in sole for positive complete with long life Lithium battery. $52.00 Unique pistol grip allows quick hand orientation I City -------------
re inforcement. Colors Olive Drab or black, postpa id or two for $99.00 and three for $141 .00 and sure action ; attach to key-ring , purse or belt. 
sizes 8 thru 12 Wide only. $24.00 + $2 .50 postpaid. Liquid filled. slide on compass fits on band , fires about 25 half-second bursts. Order one for I . 
shipping. $4 .00 each . $14.50 and SAVE by ordering six for $60.00. I Slate z~ «) \gill I L-__ ,;_ __________ .i... ______________ .:,. _________________________ ~ 



recently, Boyd has been one of the key 
people in IHMSA's search for the eastern 
range while running a lucrative automa
tive business, marketing and building his 
own unlimited guns in 6.5BC, 7BC and 
.30BC, and serving as Virginia's State 
Director and one of its top competitors. 
TJ: Did you have any shooting experience 
prior to your involvement in metallic 
silhouette? 
BC: Except for my time in the Marines, I 
was heavily involved in drag racing. My 
wife was the shooter, until the day I pur
chased a .44 Magnum. I loved the feeling. 
Recoil of the .44 is quite similar to the 
G-forces felt driving a super stocker off the 
line. 
TJ: Given such variables as wind, light, 
temperature, power and accuracy, which is 
the greatest consideration in shooting 
silhouette? 
BC: Wind causes few problems in the east, 
since most ranges are in forested areas. 
The wind does cause problems in the mid
west and west. If a range is built properly, 
facing north is of little consequence. 
Rather than a piecemeal isolation of factors 
the most important thing is the 
combination. 
TJ: Combination? 

recorded a 150 fps drop in muzzle .velocity 
due to the cold. 

That summer the question arose "What 
if only the primers were cooled?" So this 
time we chilled only the primers. We 
looked a bit silly holding ice cubes on car
tridge bases but, the chronograph recorded 
a JOO fps drop in velocity. Apparently, tem
perature has a greater effect on the primer 
than the powder charge. Toting around a 
cooler full of warm bricks in winter is a bit 
inconvenient and in summer holding ice 
cubes on primers is just weird , but it did 
give us a basis for seasonally adjusting our 
powder charges. But again , I feel the big
gest factor in the combination is the shoo
ter. He's supposed to log those changes and 
compensate for them . 
TJ: What do you feel is the optimum pistol 
and caliber combination to compete in 
Metallic Silhouette ? 
BC: In IHMSA Metallic Silhouette there 
really isn't The Best Gun, however, for the 
average shooter in Production or Standing, 
I'd say the best choice would be a 10 inch 
Contender chambered for 7-TCU, for rea
sons of a modest price and little felt recoil. 
The Merrill in .30 and 7mm Merrill is a 
super gun, although for the beginner the 
price is a bit steep. 

SILHOUETTE CHAMPION: 
~~"""" ~a<pt 

By Tim Johnson __________________________________ _ 

Boyd Carpenter has those three elusive 
ingredients necessary to excel in Metallic 
Silhouette: determination, consistency and 
realistic goals. 

"Some folks will kill to win," says Boyd. "/ 
just go out to shoot my 40. If it were possi
ble to shoot a match having two to three 
hundred competitors, the same 20 people 
would occupy the top 20 spots on a daily 
basis for a month, only the positions would 
change. So I go out to shoot a 40, to get a 
chance to compete against those 20. I'd 
rather shoot a 40 and lose the shoot-off 
than a 39 and win!" 

Unwavering in his support and promo
tion of shooting steel IHMSA-style, yet 
more than willing to give credit to others is 
characteristic of Boyd. In a three year 
period competing in 213 matches Boyd 
scored: 79-lst place, 59-2nd place, 
43-3rd place and 15-4th place wins, with 
an average of 37.8 in Production, 39.2 
Unlimited, 22 .2 Standing and 34.5 
Revolver. 

He wasamemberoflHMSA's All-Ameri
can team from 1981- 1983, of the 100 Club 
with a 109 aggregate, of the 140 Club with a 
142 aggregate. He worked directly with 
lnterarms on the development of their Vir
ginia Dragoon silhouette pistols. More 

36 

BC: The combination is the shooter, gun 
and ammunition acting as a unit. Anything 
that changes the combination is detrimen
tal to good shooting . Yes, temperature 
changes the combination. Our tests have 
shown a .44 Mag load of a 240 grain bullet 
with 23 grains ofWW296 to be a good load 
at 90 degrees. To equal the velocity and 
group at 50 degrees the charge has to be 
increased to 24 grains. When it gets down 
to 30 degrees , the cha rge has to be 
increased to 25 grains. This is a definite 
overload by the book, however, the 
velocities and therefore pressures are the 
sa_me due to the change in temperature. 
T J: Tell us about your "hot box." 
BC: Knowing full well that temperature 
affects trajectory by increasing or decreas
ing pressure, Bob Engle and I constructed 
a little experiment. One winter, Bob took 
some bricks and heated them and lined the 
bottom of a cooler with them. The outside 
temperature was 20 degrees, inside the 
cooler and was a warm 75 degrees. We 
assembled our gear-the chronograph and 
the cooler holding our guns and ammuni
tion and proceeded to the range. We fired to 
establish our basis of comparison, then left 
the guns and ammo outside to cool. When 
we repeated the test the chronograph 

In revolvers, I prefer the .357 Super 
Mag. cartridge and my gun is a Seville. 
The .44 Virginia Dragoon silhouette 
pistols were also extremely well made. At 
first, the pundits at lnterarms thought that 
simply installing good sights and a longer 
barrel would make the Dragoon a good 
silhouette gun. It didn't! They realized the 
error and really tightened up their quality 
control. Later, guns were actually custom 
built having the same technicians who 
assembled the guns test fire them. They 
had to shoot within a three inch circle at 50 
meters with factory ammo or they were not 
released. 

The .375 Super Mag. looks good, but it 
is open to debate if the increased power is 
worth the increased recoil. I build my own 
Unlimited guns, so my opinion may be a bit 
prejudiced, however, I will say they now 
are all good. 

When first released, the Wichita left a 
bit to be desired , but it's as good as any now 
that they've worked the bugs out. My pref
erence would be a rebuilt XP using an air 
gauged bench rest rifle barrel. Again , there 
is a price factor to be considered between a 
$600 to $900 custom gun versus a $300 
Super 14. 

Continued on page 79 
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The AYOOB rn.1s 
PURSUIT OF Alf ARMED ROBBER: 

THE BROOKER CASE 
Situation: Robbed and terrorized 
by a criminal with a .38, a victim 
gives chase with a shotgun. 

Lesson: It may be legal to pursue a 
felon with a view to citizen's 
arrest, but it's not always wise. 

October 3, 1986. It's almost 4 p.m. on Friday afternoon and Bill Brooker is in a TGIF mood. His tiny office, 
Brooker Properties in Homestead, Florida has been a madhouse. Bill manages a large number of apartments, 
and today is rent collection day. In addition to taking money and giving receipts, he and his secretary give the 
tenants the courtesy of cashing their paychecks. The several thousand dollars in folding green stashed in the 
little cashbox always makes him nervous. Homestead and adjoining Florida City are both exurbs of crime
ridden Miami, after all. But, why worry? There's never been a robbery at the office. 

Until now. 
Someone is at the locked security door of the small office. Brooker sits at his desk attending to paperwork as 

his assistant Sarah Boleware goes to the door. The tall black woman finds herself looking down at a short, wiry 
black man who asks about a 10th Avenue apartment. Through the mesh screen of the security door, Ms. 
Boleware replies that it won't be ready for occupancy for another couple of weeks. The compact man in faded 
jeans and beige T-shirt asks for a phone number so he can call back. Sarah Boleware reaches for a business card 
and unlocks the security door to hand it to him. 

And then she sees the gun. It's a Charter Arms stainless Undercover revolver with a two-inch barrel, 
concealed until now in a yell.ow hand towel behind the gunman's back. He shoves it through the open door with 
his left hand, into her face, and screams, "Get over there! This is a stick-up! Get over there!" 

Brooker is only feet away. He hears the cry, and it occurs to him to go for the five-inch barrel Smith & Wesson 
Model 10 .38 revolver he keeps in a drawer behind his desk. But it's an auhingly long reach for the gun, and now 
it's already too late because the little robber has burst through the door and has his own .38 Special inches 
from Brooker's forehead. "This is a stick-up! Get up!" 

Resistance would be suicide. Worse, thinks Brooker, it could get his faithful employee murdered along with 
him. He obeys the manic criminal's orders and lies on the floor next to Boleware, his arms extended, face down. 
He is wondering if he will ever see his wife and children again. 

He has good reason to worry. The man with the gun is Terry Johnson and though only in his early twenties, 
he already has the proverbial "record as long as your arm," a rap sheet that extends from shoulder to fingertip ,. 
when you unfurl the printout, and laced with crimes like armed robbery and aggravated assault. As his free 
hand roams across the desk seeking the cashbox, Johnson yells, "Don't look around, motherf* • •ers, or I'll 
blow your motherf* •*in' brains out!" 

Brooker believes him with all his heart. There is angry rage in the gunman's voice. And Brooker knows that 
the shiny snubnose revolver is loaded. His strongest memory of having the gun pointed at him will always be 
the bullet noses peeking at him out of the chambers, some hollowpointed and some solid. 

And now, the horror grows worse. Johnson sets down the cashbox and kneels next to the two victims, pawing 
them roughly as he gutturally repeats his threat to "blow their brains out." Brooker can feel Sarah Boleware 
next to him, trembling violently and uncontrollably, and for the first time fear gives way to anger. This good 
woman has done nothing to this man, nothing at all to deserve the mind-numbing terror the gunman is inflicting 
on her. Brooker scarcely feels the ripping pain as Johnson tears a gold chain off his neck. 

The gunman grabs the cashbox and heads for the door. He comes face to face with Samuel Allen, a black 
employee of Brooker Properties. Johnson levels the gun at him and snarls , "Nigger, run!" 

Allen runs. The fearful words that echo in his mind are not the threat directed at him, but the sentence he 
heard Johnson coldly utter a moment earlier as he pointed his gun at the heads of the white man and the black 

Continued on page 89 
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JERRY BARNHART-Wi11 11er87 l. P.S .C. 
Nn tl's & 87 Steel C/1111/e11ge. "Ive tried them ~.,,.. 
all , SHOOTING STAR mags are the best." r.:- L:, 
ROB LEA THAM- Wi1111 er 83 11 11d 86 ~ 
l. P.S .C. Wo rld Slwot-83, 84, 85, 86 l .P.S.C. '2::_ ~-
Nntl's-85 Bi1111clr i Cup- 85 Steel Clrnllenge. <::::_ <:_, 

"Extra capaci ty and improved perform- /. <:_, 

ance make SHOOTI NG ST AR mags my --
choice for serious competition." <__ 
BRIAN ENOS-Wi1111er 83 & 84 Binnclri <_ 
Cup. "These mags work, everytime!" ~? .45 .45Stainless 

J. MICHAEL PLAXCO-Wi1111er 82 conversion Kits 

l .P.S.C. Nnt /'s & 82 Steel C/111 1/e11ge. "Reliability is a must in I. P.S.C. 
matches; that is why I use SHOOTING STAR mags. 
STEVE NASTOFF- Master gunsmith and I.P.S.C. shooter. "Quality, 
dependability and longevity are my trademarks. Tha t' s what I get with 
SHOOT! G STAR products. 
CHIP McCORMICK-Winner 86 Steel C/1111/enge. "I own and operate 
SHOOTING STAR IND. To inquire about and order America's best 
magazines and accessories ca ll and ask fo r me." 
SHOOTING STAR mags have special feed lips to enhance perform
ance. The pa tented fo llower, which allows extra capacity, has been 
winning for 7 years. All mags have 2 holes positioned in the base plate 
to accept screw on base pad s. These are a few of the reasons that 
SHOOTING ST AR mags are the CHOICE OF CHAMPIONS. 

Overse;is Dea lers inqu ire abou t Pistol Parts and Accessories . 

Model 1911 Magazines 
Srd- .45 Blue 
Srd-.45 Stainless 
10rd-.38 Blue 
10rd- .38 Stainless 
7rd- .45 Blue 
7rd- .45 Stainless 
9rd-.38 Blue 
9rd-.38 Stainless 

Price 
$19.50 

22.50 
21 .95 
27.95 
13.50 
16.50 
13.95 
17.95 

w/Base Pad 
$21 .50 

24.50 
23.95 
29.95 
15.50 
18.50 
15.95 
19.95 

Conversion Kits-(adds 1 rd to standard mags) 
Srd-.45 Kit (Gov' t) $10.50 
Srd-.45 Kit (Wilson) 10.50 
7rd-.45 Kit (Offi cers) 10.50 
10rd- .38 Kit (Gov' t) 12.50 
9rd-.45 Kit (S&W 645-745) 12.50 
Srd-.45 Kit (SIG 220) 12.50 
Shaw Base Pad-w/screws (Gov' t) 2.50 
How to Order 
Prepaid orders send Money Order 
or Bank Check. No Personal Checks. 
Shipping & Handling Chil rges $3.00 
COD-UPS add Sl .90 
Texas Resid ents add tax 8% 

Call or Write to 
SHOOTING STA R IND. ~ 
7506 Bender Drive oO~ . 
Austin, TX 78749 6 Jlle 
Call 10 a.m.-4 p.m. CST, ""'"" -
Mon.-Fri . (512)280-3666 
Dea lers send FFL 



G)9mmMags 

If a RAM -LINE produc1 
m a lfunctions wh i le yo u own ii 

-. impl y ret urn it dhec rl y IO 
RAM· LIN E INC.' f o r prompt 

~pldCement o r rep ai r. 

With 
Increased 
Firepower 

The constant force spring feature 
adds 2 extra rounds. Fits flush & 
functions in most 9mm pistols, 
including Ruger's new P85. Made in 
U.S.A. Special emphasis placed on 
quality using the highest level of 
special alloy or stainless steel. Heat 
treated to maintain control of lip 
formation and "state of the art" 
plasma welding for assured reliability. 
Blued Alloy $24.95 

9mm Magazines for 1988 

Firearm Rounds Item # 

Beretta 92:5, 92SB, 
92F, 92FB 17 rounds MAS 9017 
Taurus PT92, 
AF-99AF, PT92-99 17 rounds MAA 9317 
Sig Sauer P226 17 rounds MAU 9217 
Ruger PSS 17 rounds MAG 9085 
Browning High-power 15 rounds MAP 9015 
Beretta Compacts 15 rounds MAS 9115 
S&W 459 ,559, 659 17 rounds MAW9117 
Marlin Camp Carbine 17 rounds MAW 9117 

Ask your dealer. 11 not available call 
(303) 279-0899 for order info. Send 

$1.00 for catalog. See 50 more unique 
products including the new'X' -Press 

Loader"', for loading 9mm mags, and 

G)>RAM:LiNE::,::~· 
Suite #12N98 15611 W. 6th Ave 

Golden, CO 80401 
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BURRIS 
2 1/2 x 7 
PISTOL 
SCOPE 
By John Taffin 

Shooters are always looking for that elu
sive all-around gun, the one that will do 

everything. Riflemen try to make the .30-06 
into the all-around rifle, and although it is 
probably too heavy for varmints and too light 
for large game, it is often successfully 
pressed into service for both. 

With handguns, it becomes a little more 
difficult to find that all-around candidate. I 
thought Hi found one a few years ago, at least 
one that would be just the ticket for every
thing from varmints to coyotes to antelope 
and even up to deer. 

The handgun is the Thompson/Center 
Contender fitted with a custom SSK . 257 JDJ 
barrel. Based on the .225 Winchester necked 
up to .257" and blown out to provide maxi
mum case capacity, the 14-inch barreled .257 
is capable of muzzle velocities of 2800 fps 
with a 75 grain bullet and 2400 fps with a 120 
grain bullet. 

Mounting a 4 x LER scope on the .257, I 
took a deer at 175 yards with the first shot. 
I had my all-around handgun. Well, at least 
for everything up to our Western mule deer. 

Then I took the .257 on its first varmint 
safari, a quest for eastern Idaho chucks that 
live up in the rimrock country where 300 
yards is a short shot and 400 + yard shots are 
more likely to be afforded. 

That first chuck hunt proved to me how 
inadequate the 4 x scope was even though it 
was a top quality LER scope. Those chucks 
would lay down on the rocks with just the top 
of their head showing and I could not pick 
them up with my scope. 

My partner was shooting a .223 Con
tender with a 7 x Burris scope and I spent the 

l'ESI' REPORI' 

day shooting chucks, not with the .257 /4 x 
combination, but by sharing the .223 . The 
.257 would do the job, the 4 x scope would 
not. 

What I needed was a 7 x Burris LER 
scope on the .257, but then I would no longer 
have a handgun for deer, as 7 x is a little too 
much scope for deer hunting. I even toyed 
with the idea of having two scopes that I 
could switch back and forth from deer season 
to varmint season. 

Fortunately, Burris has now solved the 
problem with the introduction of the new 
21h x - 7 x LER Handgun Scope. Mounting 
the new Burris scope on my .257 JDJ gives 
me the option of using 4 x or even lower for 
deer and I can go to a full 7 x (6.7 x if one 
wants to split hairs) by simply turning the 
adjustment knob on the rear of the Burris 
scope. 

After I mounted the 21/2 x - 7 x on my 
.257 and sighted it in with the lowest power 
setting, my immediate concern was whether 
or not all settings on the scope dial would still 
see the .257 shoot to the same point of 
impact. I shot groups using each of the 
marked power settings on the Burris scope: 
21h , 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7. In each instance the 
point of impact was the same. There would 
be no problem changing from one power 
setting to another. 

The scope also has the parallax adjustment 
built-in, which is adjusted by turning the 
front of the scope. The PA Model is marked 
with yardage adjustments of25, 50, 100, 200, 
300, 400, 500, and infinity. 

This makes the 21h x - 7 x Burris scope a 
natural for NRA Hunter Pistol and IHMSA 
Field Pistol as well as for hunting of big game 
and varmints. 

The Burris 21h x -7 x is a large scope 
measuring 12-inches in length and weighing 
12.5 ounces without mounts and rings. It is 
really a combination LER (long eye relief) 
and IER (intermediate eye relief) scope as the 
eye relief for the 21h power setting is 11-28 ", 
while when set at 7 x the eye relief is only 
9-14". Field of view at 100 yards for the 
21h x setting is 12 feet, and this drops to 7.5 
feet with the 7 x setting. This would seem to 
make the 7 x setting best when shooting 
from a rest. 

I now have an excellent scope and handgun 
Continued on page 75 
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~ming to a 
NOTE This is not Loaded Ammunition Bulk Packed 
MIDWAY PAYS THE POSTAGE Per Per 

500 1000 
17 CAL. 25 GR. HP $ 29.95 $ 51.95 
22 CAL. 40 GR. SP 26.50 47.75 
22 CAL 45 GR. SP 27 25 48.95 
22 CAL. 45 GR HP 27 25 4895 
22 CAL. 50 GR. HP 2775 50 25 
22 CAL. 50 GR. PSP 2375 42 50 
22 CAL. 55 GR HP 29 25 53 25 
22 CAL. 55 GR. PSP 24.75 44 .75 
243/6MM 80 GR. HP 36.95 67.50 
243/6 MM 80 GR. PSP 30.75 55.75 
243/6 MM 100 GR . PSP 34 .50 62 .75 
25/20 CAL. 86 GR. SP 31.50 57.50 
25 CAL. 87 GR. HP 34.75 63.25 
25 CAL. 100 GR PSP 34.50 62.75 
25 CAL. 120 GR. PSP 37.25 67.75 
6.5 MM 120 GR. PSP 37.25 67.75 
270 CAL. 100 GR. PSP 34.50 62 .75 
270 CAL . 130 GR. PSP 37.75 68.75 
270 CAL. 130 GR. BRONZE PT. 56.95 104 .50 
?MM 150 GR. PSP 40.25 73.50 
?MM 175 GR. PSP 42 .95 78.75 
30/30 CAL. 150 GR. SP 38.95 70.95 
30/30 CAL. 170 GR. SP 40.75 74.50 
30 CAL. 125 GR. PSP 37.50 68.50 
30 CAL. 150 GR. PSP 40.25 73.50 
30 CAL. . 150 G R. BRONZE PT 59.50 109.25 
30 CAL . 165 GR. PSP 41 .50 76.25 
30 CAL. 180 GR. RN SP 43.50 79.50 
30 CAL. 180 GR . PSP 43.50 79.50 
30 CAL. 180 GR. BRONZE PT. 61.75 113.95 
32/20 CAL . 100 GR SP 34.50 62.75 
45/70 CAL. 300 GR JHP 54.95 101 .50 
45170 CAL 406 GR SP 58.50 105.95 

EMPTY AMMO BOXES 
All boxes are plain white, and include a styrofoam tray. 

CB-01 9mm and 38 Spl. Wadcutter (50 round) 
CB-02 38 Spl. Semi-Wadcutter (50 round) 
CB-03 357 Mag. 38 Sp/. RN . JSP, JHP (50 round) 
CB-05 233 (50 round) 
CB-06 41144 Mag , 45 LC. (20 round) 
CB-07 41 /44 Mag. 45 LC. (50 round) 
CB-08 45 ACP (50 round) 
CB-09 308 and 243, elc . (20 round) 
CB-10 30/06. ?mm Mag. 300 Win Mag , elc. (20 round) 

Prices 
100-400 ..... $28.75 Per 100 postpaid 
500-900 . . ... 24.75 per 100 postpaid 
1000 or more .............. 22.75 per 100 postpaid 
You may mix ammo boxes for maximum discount. but must 
order in increments of 100 of each box. 

RELOADING 
DIES $ 
Lee Dies reload cartndges bet
ter. easier. more accurately and 
have less problems Purchase 
pr1ce includes a shell holder. 
powder measure. charge 1able. 
mstruc11ons. and a unique 
storage box They feature un
breakable decapper. built-in 
stuck case remover. free floating 
bullet seater. No other dies have 
so many features regardless of 
the price. All Lee dies for pistol 
cartridges have carbide sizers. 

a -Rifle Calibers (1st 3 columns below) • . $15.25 
Rifle Calibers (if preceded by Asterisk) • • • 16.50 
Pistol Calibers w/carbide sizer . .. . 22.85 
30 Carbine w/carbine sizer 
Carbide Sizer only. p istol calibers 
Carbide Sizer only. 30 Carbine 

22 Hornet lx51 3-0Kl6 
'221 F11eball 'Imm TCU ·300 H & H 
222 Rem 7mm Exp (280) 300 Wm Mag 
223 Rem 'Imm Wea Mag ·300 Wea Mag 
221250 7mmKl8 'II Jap 

·220 Sw1 7mm Rem Mag 8x51 
243 Wm '762x39 Russian 338 Wm Mag 
6mm Rem '762x54 R Russian 35 Rem 
250 Savage ·30 Herren ·375 Wn 
251 Roberts 30/30 W n ·315 H & H 
25Kl6 Rem 3-0140 Krag '44/40 WCF 
'6-5 Jap 303 Br111sh 'Gdd Mail n 
6 5x55 Mau 3-08 Wm " 51 ovt 
270 Wm 300 Savage 25 ACP 
'270 Wea '165 Arg Mau 32 ACP 

29.25 
13.50 
19.65 

32 S&W Long 
38 Super & 38 
ACP 

380 Auto 
38 S&W 
9m Luger 
381351 
357Maximum 
10mm Bren Ten 
41 Magnu 
41 Actt0'1 Exo 
"S~/Mag . 
05 ACP 
45 Colt 
30 Ml Caibine 

Challenger and Hand Press Kits choose from Above Dies. 

~~~rl~.?~2est MI nwr A" 
Handloadmg Press e ~. 

Midway Arms, Inc. 
- . I..EE 7450-H Old Highway 40 West ffi ~ 

Columbia, MO 65201 .... 

314•445·9521 (Phone Q,de" Wo/come.) 

l 
. ·I l ii 

~~ 

\ 

Speed, simple operation, ease 
of cahber changing and low 
pr:ce make the Lee Progressive 
1000 totally unique Features 
Automatic Priming , Automatic 
Powder Drop. Automatic Index
ing , and Automatic Loaded 
Round Eiect1on A loaded round 
with each pull of the handle 

Pro 1000 complete as shown 
(specify caliber) . 124.95 
32 ACP 41 Acl ion Exp. 
32 S&W Long 44 Spl/Mag 
380 ACP 45 ACP 
9mm Luger 45 Long Colt 
38 Super 223 Rem. 
38/357 .30 M1 Carbine 
10mm Bren Ten <.... (add $6 40) 
41 Mag 7.62 x 39 

Extra Shell Plate Carner $33.65 
Extra Case Feeder 16 95 
Extra Deluxe Powder Measure 

Ext ra Turre! 
A1l le Charging Die 

21 25 
795 
8.50 

e 
CHALLENGER 

A very versatile ··o" frame 
press. Larger than most , with 
a th irty degree offset frame lor 
easy load ing . Compou nd 
leverage makes sizing the 
large st cases a simple 
operation . 

Challenger Press only 
' ' .. .. ' . ' ' ' ' $24.25 

Challenger Press Ril le Kil 
(wilh dies. Ram Prime. 
fu nnel and lube) 39.50 
(If die is preceded by Asteflsk. 
add SI 25) 

Challenger Press Pistol 
Kit • (with carbide dies. 
Ram Prime and funnel) 

$45.75 

30 Carbine Challenger 
Press Kit ....... $52.15 

I<.<Jmiogtoa RIFLE BRASS 

NEW (UNPRIMED) • BULK PACKEO 
All Rifle Brass 1s Remmglon Brand except 220 Swift wh ich 1s Winchester 

Z?£~A~h~A7s n¥~~o;g~~:G~unition Postpaid 
Per Per Per Per 
100 500 100 500 

17 Rem. 
22 Hornet 
22 Reming1on Jet 
221 Rem. Fireball 
222 Remington 
223 Remington 
222 Rem. Mag. 
22-250 Remington 
220 Swih 

18.50 77.2S 7mm Rem Mag 
12.50 46.50 30 M1 Carbine 
12.50 46.50 30 Remington 
16.50 66.00 30/30 Winchester 
15.00 61 .00 300 Savage 

22.95 9995 
10.95 40.95 
16.75 67.75 
16 75 67.75 
1995 84.50 
19.95 84.50 
19.95 84 .50 
19.95 84.50 
25.50 110.50 
24.95 106.75 
20 25 8550 
12.50 46.50 
16.75 6775 
19.95 84.50 
25.50 110.50 
24.25 104.50 
19.95 84.50 
19.95 84.50 
24 25 104.50 
'll.75 119.95 
23.15 98.95 
24.95 110.95 
'll.75 11 9.95 

16.50 66.00 30/40 Krag 

243 Winchester 
6mm Remington 
25120 Winchesler 
257 Aober1s 

15.75 62 .50 308 Winchester 
17.95 74.25 30/06 Springfield 
19.95 . 84 .50 300 H&H Mag 
18.95 . 77.25 300 Win. Mag . . 
18.95 77.25 303 British 

250 Savage 
25/06 Remington 
6.5 Rem. Mag. 
264 Win. Mag. 

12.50 46.50 32-20 Winchester 
18.95 77.25 32 Win. Spl . 
19.95 84.50 8mm Mauser (Bx57) 
19.95 84.50 8mm Rem. Mag. 
23.25 99.95 338 Win. Mag 
23.25 99.95 JS Remington 
19.95 84.50 35 Whelen 'Z70 Winchester 

7mm Mauser (7x57) 
7mm Bench Rest 
7mm/08 Remington 
280 Reminglon 

19.95 .84.50 350 Rem . Mag . 
25.50 109.50 375 H&H Mag . 
19.95 84.50 444 Marlin 
19.95 84.50 45170 Government 

458 Win. Mag. 

;;ap1.1,;a 
NOTE This is not Loaded Ammunmon Per 
MIDWAY PAYS THE POSTAGE 500 
25 Auto 50 GR. FMJ (Rem .) $21 .50 
32 Auto 71 GR. FMJ (Rem.) 24.50 
380 Auto 88 GR. JHP (Rem.) 26.50 
380 Auto 95 GR . FMJ 20.95 
9mm Luger 115 GR. JHP (Rem .) 28.95 
9mm Luger 115 GR . FMJ 23.25 
9mm Luger 124 GR. FMJ 24.25 
381357 110 GR. JHP 25.50 
381357 125 GR. JHP 23.95 
38/357 140 GR. JHP (Rem.) 29.50 
381357 158 GR. JHP 28.25 
38 Super 130 GR. FMJ (Rem.) 27.25 
41 Mag. 200 GR. JHP (Rem .) 41 .25 
41 Mag. 210 GR. JSP (Rem.) 42.25 
44 Mag. 180 GR. JHP (Rem.) 39.95 
44 Mag . 240 GR. JHP (Rem.) 43.85 
45 Auto 185 GR. JHP (Rem .) 43.25 
45 Auto 185 GR. FMC (Rem.) 43.25 
45 Auto 230 GR. FMJ 37.50 
223 55 GR. FMJ (BT-W/Cannelure) 15.95 
22 Cal. 55 GR. Pointed Sott Pl. 25.75 
30 Carbine 110 GR. SP (Rem.) 25.95 
30 Carbine 110 GR. FMJ (Rem.) 25.95 
308-30/06 147 GR. FMJ 

(BT-W/Cannelure) 37.25 

BULLETS 
Per Case 

1000 Price 
$38.25 NIA 

43.95 N/A 
47.50 NIA 
37.75 $148.7514430 
52.75 NIA 
41.75 136.5013660 
44.25 133.2513390 
46.25 157.50/3820 
43.25 129.9513360 
53.50 N/A 
51 .50 123.50/2660 
48.95 NIA 
75.25 N/A 
77.50 NIA 
73.50 NIA 
80.95 NIA 
79.25 NIA 
79.25 NIA 
68.55 113.7511830 
28.50 126.2515000 
46.50 314.50/7640 
46.95 N/A 
46.95 NIA 

67.95 173.9512860 

MIDWAY (UNPRIMED) BRASS 
All Midway brass is new USA manufacture. w1rh Midway Headstamp 

NOTE: This is not Loaded Amuntion 
MIDWAY PAYS THE POSTAGE 

Bulk Packed 
380 ACP 

Per 
500 
$36.25 .,_ ____________________ _. 9mm Luger . 

38 Special . 

~~Q 
34.50 
34.25 
36.95 
35.25 
56.75 
48.50 
48.50 
48.50 
44.25 
48.50 
33.95 
34.50 
34.50 
46.75 
61.95 
47.65 

Per 
1000 
$65.75 
62.65 
62.50 
66.95 
63.85 

104.50 
88.95 
88.95 
87.95 
80.75 
88.95 
61 .50 
62.80 
62.80 
85.00 

112.75 
86.60 

~s~h~e~l(~y~.~~r~le ~ 
hand press is a musl for anyone who ~ 
wants to take their reloading equip-
ment to the range or the mountains 
with them. Uses standard 7/e x 14 
d ies. and look at the low price. 

Hand Press Only . $19.95 

Hand Press Rille Kit (with dies. 
Ram Prime. funnel and lube) 
(specify ca liber) $29 95 
(If die is preceded by ASteflSk. add 
SI 25) 

Hand Press Pistol Kit • (w/Carb1de 
dies. Ram Prime, funne l) (speci fy 
ca liber) $36.25 

30 Carbine Hand Press Kit 
$42.65 

ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Cashiers Check, Money Order, UPS/COD (COD orders are 
sent cash only), MasterCard or VISA. Personal and Company 
checks welcome: we reserve the right to hold the order until your 
check clears. 
2. Postage: Items marked "Postpaid" are postpaid to first 48 
states. For all other items, first 48 add $3 to orders under $50, 
$4 to orders between $50 and $100, and 4% to orders over $100. 
Alaska, Hawaii and Canada, postage is extra-call or write. 
3. Foreign customers, please call or write for prices & terms. 
4. Missouri Residents add 5% sales tax. 
5. Our business is mail order only. Sorry, no customer pickups. 
6. No FFL Required . 

357 Magnum . 
38 Super . 
10mm Bren Ten 
41 Magnum 
44 Special . 

:~ ~~~num •• 
45 Long Colt . 

. r,.."'\. . . . .. 
. 0'7 <l .... 

25 Auto (Remington Brand) 
32 Auto (Remington Brand) 
32 S&W Long (Remington B<and) 
357 Maximum (Remington Brand) . 
44/40 W in. (Remington Brand) . 
45 Auto Rim (Remington Brand) 

FINALLY: An inexpensive. hinge top, see-thru plastic ammo box. 
You will enjoy the distinctive orange tint to this see·thru ammo 
box. No more " slipped tops" and "dropped ammo." See·thru 
feature let's you know at a glance what's inside. 

Prices Per 50 Postpaid 
Quanttty 222/223 380/9mm 38/357 44/45 

50-450 . 

500 or more . 

$68.75 

59.25 

$34.75 

29.75 

$34.75 

29.75 

$39.95 

33.75 

Minimum order 50 boxes of one size. Order in increments of 50 boxes. 



PISJ'OlSMll'H PROFILE 

Kent Miller and his MercComp 
By Lee Schaffert 

Before Kent Miller started building his 
MercComp Combat Carry Guns, com

bat shooters and undercover law enforce
ment officers who wanted a relatively small 
.44 Magnum revolver for double action 
shooting had few options. About a year and a 
half after turning to gunsmithing profession
ally, Kent began to develop a trademark gun 
that would showcase his skill and at the same 
time fill a void in the custom gun market. His 
goal was a big bore magnum that was com
pact to carry and controllable to fire fast. 

Like many of today's best pistolsmiths, 
Kent is self-taught. He began with the funda
mentals-or maybe even a little more basic 
than that. 

"When I got my first lathe,'' Kent recalls, "I 
didn't know how to turn the thing on." But 
after he found the switch, he spent every 
moment of free time over the next six years 
mastering the tools of his craft while continu
ing to work an eight to five job. 

Kent decided on a career change when he 
realized he was putting in as much time on 
gunsmithing as he was on his full-time job
Quality Control Inspector at a nuclear power 
plant under construction. Working in the 
exacting world of nuclear construction rein
forced Kent's belief that the only way to do a 
job is to do it right, and the right way is the 
way he approaches every gun he works on. 

42 

The MercComp is a model of innovation, 
Continued on page 99 

MercComp has two ports above an efficient expansion chamber. Addi
tionally, the "mercury suppressor" is housed in a custom barrel underlug. 
Together the comp and the mercury reduce recoil. 

Miller's MercComp features an interchangeable front sight held in place 
with a set screw. Note the expansion chamber ports. 
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MAiLDRDERViDEO 
ore sen ts 

THE STEEL CHALLENGE 
-1988-

WORLD SPEED SHOOTING CHAMPIONSHIPS 
The 1988 Steel Challenge Video features the fast and furious action 
of the most exciting pistol competition in the wortd. This videotape 
highlights the" SupBr Squad," Leatham, Enos, Barnhart, Plaxco, 
Castelow, and the 1988 winner Chip McCormick. Plus, speed 
shotgun footage with a 1.67 second run at five knockdown steel 
pepper poppers. Complete play-by-play narration, interviews with 
the top shooters, slow-motion replay and much more. 

ROCK 'N' ROLL #1 
Fully Automatic 

Machine Gun Fun 
The ti nest, most informative 
machine gun videotape ever 
produced. The FBI, CIA, and 
LAPD all have it! Compl ete 
info on history, size, weight, 
caliber, and characteristics of 
UZI, M-16, AK-47, MAC-10, 
MINI 14, and over 15 more. 
45 minutes $49.95 

ROCK 'N' ROLL #2 
More Guns, More Fun 

Popular demand for #1 crea
ted the need for this tape. 
Features 20 different full auto 
machine guns with field-strip
ping. THOMPSON, STEYR 
AUG, M-14, M60, MAUSER 
BROOMHANDLE, BAR, MP-
40, and over 14 more. 
60 minutes $49.95 

DEADLY EFFECTS 
Wound Ballistics 

Shows what bullets.do to 
bodies. How to choose effec
tive handgun ammunition. 
The effects of bullet weight 
and bullet configuration. Stop
ping power, energy transfer, 
penetration and incapacita
tion. From the producers of 
Deadly Weapons. 
Over BO minutes. $95.00 

DEADLY WEAPONS 
Lea rn the truth about modern 
firearms. What they will and 
will not do. Compares different 
calibers shooting through glass, 
into car doors, at bulletproof 
vest, even into auto fuel tanks! 
Thousands sold worldwide. 
See for yourself whythe KGB, 
FBI, CIA and hundreds of 
police agencies have this tape. 
Over 100 minutes. $49.95 

_ ... .._.....,.._ .... _ 
~. =.?E?;'~ 

GREEN 
BERETS 

SENTRY 
NEUTRA LIZATION 

John Shaw 
( <Wllh-•\">l«:,(<!'-U" ,,,,_.., 

PISTOL MASTERS 
Sight picture, grip, trigger pull, 
stance, twe of gun and ammo, 
practice methods, mental con
centration ... it's all covered 
in the best, pure "how-to" 
shoot combat pistol video 
available. Features Leatham, 
Enos, Barnhart, McCormick, 
Plaxco, Joanne Hall, Spagnoli, 
Wilson and Chapman. 
60 minutes $49.95 

BOB MUNDEN 
The Fastest Gun To Ever Live 
Incredible fast draw display 
with live ammo. Complete 
how-to for fanning and thumb
ing with Colt single action 
revolvers. Includes card split
ting with both pistol and rifl e, 
aerial shooting. gun spinning 
and much, much more! 
75 minutes. $49.95 

GREEN BERETS 
Sentry Neutralization 

Green Beret stealthing and 
killing techniques for taking 
out enemy guards and sen
trys. You can learn the no 
nonesense fighting tech
niques of America's elite mil
itary fighting corps. 
60 minutes. $59.95 

JOHN SHAW 
COMBAT SHOTGUN 

Self Defense and 
Combat Competition 

John Shaw is known world
wide as an excellent firearms 
instructor. Learn all you need 
to know about combat shotgun 
shooting, sight picture, stance, 
grip, rapid target acquisition, 
pump vs. auto, chokes, pistol 
grips and much more. 
60 minutes $49.95 

• 800-942-T APE 
In CA (619) 569-4000 

1[ FIRESTORM 

l ....... ,,.,_,, ....... I 
"'""""""""' <ff'" 

HOW TO 
SHOOT FAST 

SElF DEFENSE .1nd 
COMBA.TCOMPETITION 

ORDER 
NOW!! 

60 Minutes 

$49.95 
WOMAN'S GUIDE 

TO FIREARMS 
An introduction to firearms, 
safety, techniques, revolver 
vs. auto, how to select a hand
gun and accessories, hand
ling noise and recoil, ca re 
and security of a firearm in 
the home, and more. 
60 minutes. $39.95 

FIRESTORM 
How to Handle & Fire 

Fully Automatic Weapons 
Step-by-step demonstrations 
o f submachine guns, assault 
rifles, light and heavy machine 
guns and more. Detailed in
formation, explosive action 
ar>d exc iting personal exper
iences by the most respected 
military small arms expert in 
the world today ... Peter Kokalis. 
60 minutes. $69.95 

HOW TO SHOOT FAST 
Self Defense and 

Combat Competition 
Six of the fastest pistol shoot
ers in the world demonstrate 
their techniques and are 
compared in slow motion to 
determine what makes them 
so fast. Leatham, Barnhart, 
McConnick, Campbell, Plax
co, Kerry Lathwell. 
60 minutes. $49.95 

USPSA NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

IPSCCombatPisto/Competition 
True combat pistol action fea
turing the best shooters in 
the world. Watch and learn 
as they go through the paces 
of the most realfstic combat 
courses ever designed. If you 
want to be a betler combat 
shooter this tape is a must. 
Professionally ~roduced, full 
~~~r(0~1~~g;~. ion, interviews 

._..__..;iia....-....1 70 minutes $49.95 

MORE EXCITING VIDEOS 1r 800-942-T APE 
Anti-Terrorism Weapons& Tactics .... $39.95 End of Trail .... . . ... .. . . ..... ...... $49.95 
Navy Seals . . ...... . .. ....... . . .... $39.95 NRA Bianchi Cup .... ... . . ...... ... $49. 95 
Swat Tactics .. . . ..... ..... . ....... $59.95 Steel Challange .. .. .......... . ... . . $49. 95 
Concealed Weapons & Holsters .... $49.95 SOF 3-Gun Shoot/Convention . ... . . $39.95 
Paint Ball Weapons & Tactics ....... $49.95 Second Chance Combat Shoot .. .... $49.95 
Woman's Guide To I PSC . . . . ....... $49.95 Basics To Bullseye w/John Pride . ... $39.95 
Self-Defense for Women . . ... ..... . $49.95 Rifle Shooting Techniques .......... $39.95 
Metallic Cartridge Reloading . . . . ... $49. 95 How To Sharpen Your Knife ...... .. $39.95 
Millet Sights How To .............. $39.95 .45 Auto Pistol Video Manual. ...... $39.95 

Call toll free to order and to ask about any tape in which you 
are interested. We'll be happy to answer all of your questions. 

In CA (619) 569-4000 
Please send me the following videos: 

Please include $3.00 shipping and handling. 

NIFLORDERViDEO 83~ 
7888 OSTROW STREET, #A 0 SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 92111 



lntratec TEC-38 

DYNAMITE 
DERRINGERS 

ByJ.B. Wood 

By definition, they are small handguns of 
relatively large caliber with a capacity of 

one to four rounds. There were earlier guns 
in Europe that fit this description , but Henry 
Deringer of Philadelphia was the source of 
their common name, with an added "R" sepa
rating the generic term from the original. Of 
the many that have been made, the .41 caliber 
two-shot Remington lasted longest- from 
1866 to 1935. From the postwar years to the 
present, it has been the one most copied, and 
its design has been greatly improved by mod
ern manufacturing. 

The two recent derringers we're looking at 
here both owe something to the Remington 
heritage. One has the two superposed bar
rels, and the other has the same basic exterior 
design . Both guns are chambered for the .38 
Special cartridge, and both , if Remington 
rounds are used, will also chamber the .38 
Smith & Wesson round. 

It is possible to use the .38 S & W car
tridge in handguns chambered for the .38 
Special round, if Remington arnrno is used. 
The .38 S & W case has a slight taper. 
Average Winchester loads have a case diame
ter of .384" to .386", while Remington loads 
are .380" to .382" at the same points. 
SAAMI specs for .38 Special chambers are 
around .3809" . Chambers, as you probably 
know, vary somewhat. In some handguns, 
the .38 S & W will slip right in. In others, a 
Light polishing of the chamber or chambers 
will allow the use of the lower-powered 
round. In the case of the small and light
weight derringers, this is a useful thing to 
know. 

Both, in spite of their small size, are exam-
ples of brilliant engineering. · 

The EI.E. Model D86 has more of the 
traditional Remington appearance, but 

FIE DB6 

Two new derringers offer 
high-tech materials and 
advanced engineering. 
The FIE Model D86 and 
the TEC-38 both fire the 
.38 Special with two 
innovative new trigger 
mechanisms. 

The DB6 opens in the time-honored 
Remington fashion. 
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the lower barrel is now closed off, and the 
front of it is curved gracefully to the under
side of the single barrel on top. The chamber 
of the lower barrel is still there, and it serves 
as storage space for an extra round. The 
manual ejector on the left side lifts both 
rounds for removal. The barrel unit swings 
upward in the time-honored fashion for load
ing, and it is secured by the familiar pivoting 
lever on the right side. 

-Those who know the original Remington 
and its later copies will remember that the 
hammer has three positions-fully down, on 
a safety step, and fully cocked. The new D86 
has only two hammer positions - full cock, 
and down. And yet it can be safely carried 
with the chamber loaded and the hammer 
down. 

The way this is accomplished is with a 
neatly engineered variation of a transfer bar. 
There is a deep recess at the top of the ham
mer, and the bar is forced upward to fill this 
space only when the trigger is fully 
depressed. 

When the hammer and trigger are both "at 
rest," the head of the firing pin is not only out 
of contact with the hammer, it is shielded 
from external impact by the hammer itself. 
It's a beautiful system. 

The hammer has good leverage, and its 
deeply-grooved spur makes cocking easy. 
The trigger pull of my gun is quite stiff, as is 
usually the case in small guns of this type. 

The barrel unit swings outward and 
upward for loading. 

The sights are not likely to be used , but they 
are not bad. The front sight is a tapered post, 
integral with the barrel. The rear sight is a 
simple square-bottomed V-groove cut in the 
top of the barrel hinge. 

The D86 has a black-anodized alloy frame, 
and the barrel unit and other steel parts are 
finished in matte blue. The grips are white 
plastic with fine moulded checkering, a nice 
contrast with the dark finish. The gun is also 
available in Dynachrome, which resembles 
satin nickel, and wood grips are also offered 
at slight extra cost. The fit and finish of my 
D86 are excellent , better than you might 
expect in a gun of modest price. 

At the range, I tried the little gun with 
moderate .38 Special loads, and with Rem
ington .38 Smith & Wesson rounds. The felt 
recoil was not unpleasant, and the accuracy 

In the FIE derringer, the transfer block indicated by the tool rises to fill the 
hammer recess when the trigger is fully depressed. 

F.1.1. Model D86 
Weight: 
Length: 
Height: 
Width: 
Barrel length: 
Suggested 
retail price: 

Manufacturer: 

12 ounces 
43/4 inches 
31/4 inches 

1 inch 
215/i6 inches 

$89.95 (either finish) 
$94.95 (with wood grips) 

E I. E. Corporation 
4530 N. W. 135th Street 

Opa-Locka, Florida 33054 

unit. A spring-powered plunger in the frame 
engages an angled track on the underside of 
the lower barrel, and the unit is simply turned 
to over-ride this tension. The barrel track 
also mates with curved lugs on the frame for 
extra strength. When the barrels are snapped 
into place, the lock-up is solid and firm. The 
hinge for the barrel unit is at upper left, and 
when the unit is swung out leftward , there is 
ample clearance for easy loading. The ejector 
has a large button that is domed and con
centrically ringed , and the cartridges or fired 
cases are easily pushed out. 

The tool is pointing to the trigger-blocking grip safety pedal. It effec
tively prevents trigger movement unless the gun is gripped properly. 

was adequate for the intended dose-range 
self-defense use. 

T he lntratec TEC-38 has the superposed 
barrels of the old Remington, and a sim

ilar ejector, but there is nothing else that 
resembles it. This is a high-tech double 
action with a short-stroke sliding trigger, and 
the materials are definitely space-age. The 
barrel unit and firing components are steel, 
but the main portion of the rear body is 
enveloped in a grip of tough plastic. Instead 
of swinging upward for loading, the barrel 
unit pivots up to the left. 

There is no separate latch for the barrel 

lntratec TIC·38 
Weight: 
Length: 
Height: 
Width: 
Barrel length: 

131h ounces 
45/s inches 
33/s inches 

15/i6 of an inch 
27/s inches 

$114.95 
Intratec USA, Inc. 

11990 S. W. I 28th Street 
Miami, Florida 33186 

Suggested retail price 
Manufacturer: 

The sbding trigger moves between projec
tions on the frame, and its travel is only 5/ 16 of 
an inch. The trigger pull is relatively heavy, 

Continued on page 75 
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Meet the "Omega Man,11 Josef 
Peters. 

Agreat deal of attention has been focused 
l"\Jately on a new multi-caliber system for 
the 19ll pistol. By fitting a new slide to a 
Government Model frame, a shooter has 
only to change barrels and magazines and can 
have as many as five different calibers. 

The concept is currently being marketed in 
the USA by Springfield Armory of Geneseo, 
Illinois under the name "Omega." Since 
Charles Petty is covering the mechanics of 
the Omega in the accompanying article, I 
won't go into a great deal of detail on the 
pistol. 

The ideas for this concept and pistol origi
nated in West Germany and to get an inside 
look at the development of this pistol , I was 
able to visit the factory and to meet the 
inventor, Herr Peters. 

Franz Josef Peters was born and raised in 
the town of Paderborn , West Germany . . 
Located about 200 miles northeast of Frank
furt, this picturesque town was founded by 
Carl the Great in the year 777! Today, Pader
born exceeds 150,000 people and is the home 
of the Peters Stahl Co. (Stahl is the German 
word for steel and is not the owner's surname 

Franz Josef Peters invented the Omega switch-caliber 
system for the Government Model. With typical 
Teutonic craftsmanship, each Omega unit is carefully 
produced on the latest high-tech machinery. Here's 
a look at the factory and the guns of 

The OMEGA Man 
since nothing was available, he decided to 
make his own. The unit was successful 
enough to warrant a demand and so he 
started limited production on these units. As 
the idea grew in popularity, he started to add 
other .22 caliber conversion units for other 
pistols. Soon, he was manufacturing units for 
over 10 different pistols. (Conversion units 
are very popular in Germany, because Ger
man law restricts individuals as to how many 
pistols they can own. By keeping the basic 
frame and adding conversion units, the indi
vidual has one pistol registered, but in reality 
can own several pistols depending on how 
many conversion units he can fit to the 
pistol.) By late 1982, the demand for the 
conversion units was strong enough to allow 
Peters to switch over entirely to the firearms 
business. 

The year 1985 saw the business successful 
enough to try new endeavors. An idea for a 
9mm conversion unit for the Gov't 19ll .45 
was originated. This idea also proved popu
lar and it too went into production. Demand 
was strong because of the availability of9mm 
ammo throughout Europe. 

It was from this 9mm conversion unit that 
the multi-caliber concept originated. In 1986, 
the 9mm unit was converted to shoot . 38 

By Sam Baiocco 

the different size cases. By early 1987, the 
new slides with the dual extractors were per
fected and the first multi-caliber pistol was 
introduced. The lOmm cartridge was added 
later in the year, thus making it a 5-in-l multi
caliber system. 

The marketing problem of introducing 
Peters' multi-caliber units to the USA was 
solved by forming an alliance with the 
Springfield Armory. Springfield currently 
manufactures their own Gov't 1911 pistol 
including many accessories. Under the 
agreement, Springfield has the exclusive 
market for Peters products in the USA and, 
naturally, the Peters Stahl Co. has exclusive 
marketing rights for Springfield products in 
Germany and Europe. This allows for Peters 
to ship his completed slides, barrels and mag-

A novel conversion unit for the Ml9ll pistol 
ft.transforms old slab-sides into a modern 
marvel of German engineering, the multi
caliber conversion by Peters-Stahl of Pader
born, West Germany. 

The Peters unit uses a clever recoil spring 
guide to mate with the barrel lug and provide 

Barrels are milled from round bar stock with over 90% waste. 

Springfield Armory is 
fitting the new Peters
Stahl switch caliber unit 
to Government Model 
frames. An ingenious 
new locldng system and a 
built-in compensator are 
unique features of this 
multi-caliber lOmm, 

as some people think.) 
Joe Peters learned the tool and die trade in 

the mid-70s and after serving a four year 
hitch in the German Air Force, returned to 
Paderborn and founded the Peters Steel Co. 
The company specialized in making 
machined parts for heavy machinery until 
1982 when Peters' love for firearms led to his 
company changing over to the gun business. 

Peters wanted a .22 caliber conversion 
unit for his Browning Hi Power pistol, and 
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wadcutter and then .38 Super. These calibers 
all used the same lock-up system, and needed 
only one extractor because only one size rim 
had to be extracted. 

The idea to grasp larger cases led to the 
dual extractor system currently in use today. 
A great deal of time was spent on developing 
the dual extractor system and particularly the 
springs used by the extractors. It was mostly 
trial and error, until the right combination 
was found that enabled the extractors to grasp 

.45 and .38 Super. 
a lockup with mating flat surfaces instead of 
the traditional Browning lugs. The slide had a 
pivoting extractor that allows for differences 
in rim diameters and accommodates any car
tridge from 9mm to .45 ACP. The Omega 
unit from Springfield Armory is slightly 
changed from the prototype I saw two years 
ago and the single, top-mounted extractor has 
been replaced by a pair situated on either side 
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azines to Springfield for fitting to frames. 
The Peters factory features a large 

machine shop and a smaller final assembly 
shop. The machine shop does all the machine 
work for barrels, slides and frames on state
of-the-art computer controlled milling 
machines. Bluing and electric engraving of 
the slides are also done here. All of the proper 
fitting and final assembly of the pistols is 
done in the assembly shop by four gunsmiths. 

The heart of the Omega system is the slide 

assembly. Each slide starts out as a solid piece 
of forged steel blank. It first goes through a 
computer controlled milling machine that 
performs six operations at six different sta
tions. Each station performs a different mill
ing operation on the slide and it takes about 
I 1h hours for the slide to go through all six 
stations. It was interesting to note that 80 % of 
the initial piece of forged steel was milled 
away as the finished slide emerged. 

Other machines then drill the hole for the 

Computer controlled milling machines hold precise tolerances at the Peters 
Stahl factory where Omegas are made in Germany. 

0 ME GA By CharksE. Petty 

TheOmepa 
from Spring· 
field Armory 
can be had 
with five or 
six inch bar· 
rels, ported or 
unported. 

of the slide. The dual extractors serve to 
center the case in the slide and are the keys to 
caliber interchangeability. 

The conversion consists of a slide and 
barrel which operate on a standard M1911 
frame and give the shooter the choice of .38 
Super, lOmm Auto and .45 ACP by simply 
changing the barrel and magazine. The recoil 
spring is the same for .45 and IOmm but it 
must be changed to a lighter weight for the 

.38Super. 
The concept of multi-calibers on the same 

frame has always been appealing to a lot of 
American handgunners and, when one of 
those calibers happens to be the hottest topic 
in handguns right now, the 10min Auto, I 
think it's fair to say that interest is high. 

Springfield's plan is to offer either com
plete guns built on their frames or the cus
tomer may provide one, but the Omega units 
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recoil spring guide and also make an angular 
cut so that the barrel can engage the slide 
properly. Next, certain parts of the slide such 
as the locking area, hammer rails, and slide 
stop area are heat treated by an ultrasonic 
process. These wear points are hardened to 
about 62 Rockwells. The slides are then sent 
to a vibration grinding machine that rids the 
slide of any sharp edges or burrs. 

Finally, the slide is bead blasted so it's 
ready for the final finish of the customer's 
choice. The finished slide now goes to the 
assembly shop for fitting. Production rates 
for these slides is 350 per month and all the 
work is done in the factory. Peters employs 
two shifts of nine men each for a total of 18 
men working solely in the machine shop. 

As I mentioned earlier, one of the impor
tant features of the Omega slide is the dual 
extractor system. This is a patented system 
that uses two spring loaded extractors to grab 
any size rim. Two alien screws on the top of 
the slide keep tension on the springs used by 
the extractors. The right extractor actually 
extracts the brass case and the left extractor 
guides the case to the ejector for positive 
ejecting. The angle on the left extractor is 
under 90 degrees so that it relieves the brass 
case from being hit by the ejector. The 
extractors and firing pins are made from the 
highest quality tool steel and, in addition, 
they are heat treated for durability. 

Peters claims he has never experienced a 
broken firing pin in any of his slides. After a 
demonstration, I could see why! He placed a 

Continued on page 1 JO 

will not be sold separately. They must be 
fitted by Springfield's gunsmiths and this cost 
is included in the price. A complete gun on 
Springfield's frame has a suggested retail 
price of $849 in a single caliberor the conver
sion may be fitted to the customer's frame for 
$663. Extra barrels (also fitted) are $270. 
The changeover involves merely popping out 
the slide stop pin and removing the barrel. 
There is no separate bushing so the barrel just 
drops into the slide. 

The Omega's sights are fully adjustable, 
although they lack the click stops a lot of us 
are used to. The front sight features inter
changeable inserts. Three are available and 
the shooter may use either a ramp, patridge 
or there's a blank he can shape himself. The 
patridge front sight is my preference, but it 
also contributed to an early problem. In order 
to center hits on the target the rear sight had to 
be run almost to the top of its adjustment. A 
little judicious filing fixed the problem. 

A word of warning here too. The front 
sight is held in place by a metric alien screw 
that tended to work loose until I applied some 
Locktite. It's truly disconcerting to find the 
front sight missing and I was lucky to find the 
tiny part in the grass. 

The Omega features a hammer forged six
inch barrel with polygonal rifling and is 
available in either ported or unported form. 
The appearance is that of a longslide custom 
gun and matching ports are machined in the 
slide. My test gun was furnished with three 

Continued on page 111 

47 



The inventor of the pin gun fina/Jy comes around to 
accepting the compensator concept. For years 
Jim Clark pooh-poohed compensators 
as being inaccurate and 
ineffectual,, but now the 
grand old man of 
combat pistols 
offers 
the 

J im Clark has changed his mind. Until recently he 
believed that compensators were detrimental to 
accuracy and, based on his experience as a bulls-

eye shooter and gunsmith, he was right. 
Muzzle brakes for bullseye guns (the forerunners of 

compensators as we know them now) had been offered 
by Smith & Wesson, Ruger, High Standard and others. 
These were usually less than effective and almost always 
hurt accuracy. They were add-ons that clamped, some
how or another, to the 
muzzle and were more 
useful as lead accumulators 
than anything else. 

When Clark and I last 
talked about this a couple of 
years ago, I did a little 
experiment (American 
Handgunne r Sept / Oct , 
1986) proving that properly 
installed comps don't hurt a 
thing. Frankly, I was sur
prised by the results for, like 
Jim Clark, I'm a veteran of 
the bullseye school and my 
experience with those 
muzzle brakes was less than 
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encouraging. If they helped it was purely because of the 
added weight making the gun a little more muzzle heavy. 

That was also Clark's opinion about the early comps 
on IPSC and pin guns. I'd like to think Clark read the 
article, but testing by son Jim Jr. convinced him. The 
main thing is that he did change his mind and has a neat 
new comp to prove it. 

The Pin Master's comp borrows from one of the 
earlier add-ons that were available from S& Wand Ruger 

some years ago and uses a 
sharply angled plane in the 
front of the comp as 
opposed to the more com
mon right-angle shape. 
Clark calls it a "deflection 
chamber." There is no 
expansion chamber as we're 
used to, so the 45 degree 
angle of the deflection 
chamber vents gas forward 
and up. 

For someone used to the 
other types, it's a little funny 
to see the smoke going for
ward . After a lot of rounds 
I've concluded that the effi-
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ciency of the deflection chamber is equal to, 
or maybe just a tad better, than conventional 
right angle types. Admittedly this is a subjec
tive judgment for there just isn't any way to 
quantitatively measure things like recoil and 
muzzle rise without test equipment far more 
sophisticated than stuff available in my shop. 

The test gun is top of the line, with all the 
bells and whistles one could want, plus an 
extra added bonus. It is one of Clark's 
"combo" jobs and came with a 9mm barrel, 
also fitted with a Pin Master comp. At last, 
I've found something I like in 9mm! Do not 
misunderstand me, I am not talking about 
trying to make major with 9mm (something 
that borders on suicidal in my opinion) but 
shooting with PMC ball was really fun. 
There's virtually no recoil and it is an absolute 
joy to shoot. 

There is a down side to all the fun, though. 
Clark's machine rest targets proved that even 
a well-accurized 9mm doesn't shoot up to 
bullseye standards. The 9mm group mea
sured Tis" for ten rounds at 50 yards while 
the .38 Super group was 15/s". Where the 
9mm will shine is in speed matches such as 
the Steel Challenge where power require
ments are more lenient. IPSC shooters could 
do worse too, for the significantly lighter 
recoil really can help speed things up and 
someone who has trouble with recoil might 
find this to be just the ticket. 

All the Pin Masters have Clark's extended 
feed ramp that he developed years ago for .38 
Special conversions. These ramps have been 
gaining popularity and are, I think, just about 
mandatory for .38 Supers since they support 
a great deal more of the case than do conven
tional barrels. The ramp also eliminates the 
gap between barrel and frame to reduce the 
chance of feeding malfunctions. 

The Pin Master also features his "slide 
guide." Look closely at the front of the frame, 
and you'll see a little hump and a couple of set 

Clark's expansion chamber compen
sator features a 45° angled deflection 
plate to channel gases upwards and 
forwards, thus defeating muzzle rise 
and felt recoil. It works, and wem 

screws. Using the set screws it is possible to 
take up quite a bit of play when the gun is in 
battery while allowing a looser slide fit other
wise. Clark feels that this is useful for both 
accuracy and reliability. You can feel it 
engage by holding the slide back and rocking 
it as you allow it to go slowly into battery. 
There will be quite a bit oflateral slide move
ment until things, suddenly, lock up. 

These are the major differences in the Pin 
Master, but the other things we often take for 
granted on a top of the line comp gun are 
there as well and deserve comment. Check
ering on the front strap and mainspring hous
ing is flawless and Clark told me that they 
have made fixtures that allow them to do 
checkering on a milling machine. The result 
is a precise, uniform 20 lpi pattern. Checker
ing over the mainspring housing is continued 
onto the frame to provide just a little more 
grip area. 

The sample gun carries a finish that almost 
everyone assumed was stainless steel. It isn't. 
It's a specially polished hard chrome plating 
applied by Bob Cogan at Accurate Plating 
and Weaponry (1937 Calumet St. , Dept. AH, 
Clearwater, FL, 33575). 

The test gun was built on a Series 80 Colt, 
complete with firing pin safety and there is a 
distinctly different feel to the trigger as the 

The author was 
impressed with the 
Pin Master. Here, at 
maximum recoil, the 
muzzle is still under 
control and has not 
risen more than a half 
to three-quarters of 
an inch. Impressive! 

Clark is the inventor 
of the original Pin 
Gun (top) which is 
merely a heavy 
weight attached to a 
barrel. A plain barrel 
is shown for 
comparison. 
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firing pin block lifts out of the way. It isn't 
particularly bothersome when you're slap
ping the trigger, but you can really feel it with 
a slow, controlled, squeeze. Of course, Clark 
can't disable the safety, so he offers Caspian 
Arms parts, that don't have the safety. The 
buyer can have a choice of the Colt name (and 
price) or the equally functionally Caspian 
Arms parts at a substantial saving. 

Clark also pointed out a problem that 
exists with Colt guns that isn't well known. In 
order to get things to work right with the 
collet bushing, Colt has reduced the depth of 
the locking lugs in the slide. So, when a 
barrel is locked up properly, off center firing 
pin strikes are common. In some cases it can 
be bad enough to cause erratic ignition and, 
just to be sure ignition is reliable, Clark has 
relocated the firing pin hole slightly. 

The basic Pin Master in 9mm, .38 Super 
or .45 ACP on a Colt gun is $1370, but this 
does not include checkering or some other 
options that may be desirable. Since these are 
truly custom guns it is hard to quote prices, 
for each customer wants something just a 
little different so the best bet is to write for 
Clark's catalog and price list (Rt. 2, Box 22A, 
Dept. AH, Keithville, LA, 71047) . 

The new Clark gun has served me well 
Continued on page 82 
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I n the 1860's, Colt found themselves stuck 
with cap and ball revolvers while Smith & 

Wesson was introducing the first big bore 
cartridge sixgun, the Model 3 First Model 
American. However, Colt only had to wait a 
few years for the Rolin White patent to expire 
before they could chamber for a centerfire 
cartridge. And when they did, they did it 
right bringing out a cartridge and a sixgun 
that are both still in existence. 

BY JOHN TAFFIN 

1700 fps with 260 grain bullets in properly 
chambered heavy duty revolvers! 

There are really five levels of revolvers 
chambered for the .45 Colt, thus we experi
ence five levels ofloading for the old .45 . I've 
used them all and have never experienced any 
problems; but I also am careful to normally 
stay within the proper parameters when load
ing the .45 Colt. 

The first level is that reserved for the Colt 

the .45COLT 
The new sixgun was the Model P, the Colt 

Single Action Army and the cartridge was 
the .45 Colt. Now 115 years old, the .45 Colt 
remains a cartridge that refuses to die. In fact , 
it seems to go through regular periods of 
revival. 

The Colt Single Action Army .45 died in 
1941, but came back to life in 1955. The Colt 
.45 was taken out of production again in the 
early 1970's, came back again in 1978, and is 
now only available as a special-order item 
from the Colt Custom Shop. 

But the cartridge, often referred to as the 
.45 long Colt, is alive and well and living in 
Ruger Blackhawk and Bisley single actions, 
and Smith & Wesson and Dan Wesson double 
actions. And it is also being chambered in 
both oversize six shot cylinders and heavy 
duty five shot cylinders in custom Ruger 
Redhawks and Blackhawks. Not bad for a 
cartridge that has been around for over a 
century. 

My first "modern" big bore sixgun was a 
brand new Colt seven and one-half inch bar
reled Single Action Army purchased in 1957 
and I learned to reload for that revolver with a 
Lyman nutcracker, the #310 tong tool. It 
didn't take me long to realize that more mod
ern reloading equipment was needed, but I 
will always have a warm spot in my heart for 
that first sixgun and those early reloading 
days. 

A myth grew up early around the .45 Colt, 
namely that the brass was weak, and the 
cartridge itself was inaccurate. After 30 
years of experimenting with the .45 Colt I 
can attest to the fact that with proper loads a 
.45 Colt sixgun will shoot right alongside any 
other big bore sixgun and the brass is no 
weaker than the cylinder of the gun that con
tains it. Older brass, the so-called balloon 
head brass, is weak and should be relegated 
to collections. Modern brass is strong 
enough - I've run Federal .45 Colt brass to 

Single Action and the Smith & Wesson 
Model 25-5. For both of these fine Light duty 
sixguns, the parameters are 260 grain bullets 
at 900-1000 fps. These loads are perfect for 
defense and certainly will do the job on close 
range deer and black bear. 

Level two brings us to the Colt New Fron
tier. With its adjustable sights and heavy top 
strap, it is slightly stronger than Level One 
sixguns. Loading at this level consists mainly 
of 260 grain Keith semi-wadcutters at 
1000-1100 fps, sometimes creeping up on 
1200 fps. 

Most loading manuals have a special sec
tion for Level Three, the Ruger Single 
Action Blackhawks and Bisleys chambered 
for the .45 Colt. For these guns, rather than 
simply pouring in more powder and raising 
the muzzle velocity of the 260 grain SWC's, I 
more often than not move up the weight scale 
and normally load bullets in the 300 grain 
weight range at 1200 fps. Now we have a 
sixgun that gives two capabilities: one for 
close range elk and the other for long range 
steel ram bustin'. 

Also at this level is the Thompson/Center 
Contender. The ten-inch TC can be safely 
loaded to make the .45 Colt the equivalent of 
a long barreled .44 Magnum sixgun. Pres
ently, T /C's only offering in the .45 Colt is the 
combination .45/.410 which is an excellent 
.410 but a mediocre .45 Colt. Since the cham
ber has to be three inches deep to accept the 
.410 shells, both accuracy and velocity of the 
.45 Colt suffer. Velocity will be less than in a 
71/z-inch barreled .45 revolver. Hopefully, 
TIC will eventually bring back the standard 
bull barrel in .45 Colt. 

For most .45 Colt shooters, we are now at 
the top level of the .45 Colt. Brass will last 
virtually forever, well, at least until the necks 
wear out from expanding and crimping. But 
we have two levels left as we enter the custom 
world of the .45 Colt. I am fortunate to count 

among my close friends two custom 
gunsmiths, Hamilton Bowen and John Line
baugh, both of whom specialize in convert
ing smaller caliber Rugers to .45 Colt. 

Now we are talking 260 grain cast bullets 
at 1600-1700 fps and 300 grain cast bullets at 
1500-1600 fps. Remember, this is with stan
dard .45 Colt brass that so many label as 
"weak." THESE LOADS ARE FOR 
CUSTOM .45 COLT SIXGUNS ONLY. 
Try to reach these levels in factory cham
bered .45's and the results will be disastrous. 

The final level ofloading for the .45 Colt is 
for use in the .454 Casull as manufactured by 
Freedom Arms. All of the experimental work 
for the . 454 was done with . 45 Colt brass and 
Dick Casull was getting 2000 fps with 230 
grain bullets in the 1960's. I regularly use .45 
Colt brass in a 43/4-inch Casull so I can crimp 
the long 325 grain Keith bullets in the crimp
ing groove and not exceed the length that the 
Casull cylinder will accept. 

There are some beautiful cast bullet 
designs available for the .45 Colt. An oldie, 
but still a goodie, is the Elmer Keith design 
from the 1920's. This is Lyman's #454424 
casting out at 260 grains. This is a semi
wadcutter with maximum frontal area that 
delivers a great deal of energy to the target 
even at 900-1000 fps. 

One of the problems associated with the 
loading of the .45 Colt with bullets in this 
weight range has been inaccuracy. The rea
son can be found quite easily when the loads 
are shot over a chronograph. Some powders 
are very erratic giving an extreme spread for 
five shots of200 fps. 

The case capacity of the .45 Colt case is 
such that trying to build 900-1000 fps loads 
with slow burning powders like #2400 and 
WW296 gives very poor results. I have had 
my best results with powders like Unique, 
WW231, and my particular favorite for stan
dard .45 Colt loads, H4227. Results with 
19.0-20.0 grains of H4227 are excellent 
accuracy-wise, probably because of the fact 
that H4227 bulks up nicely in the .45 Colt 
case leaving little room for air space. 

I've been shooting this #454424 bullet for 
20 years and just recently ran into trouble 
with it as some .45 Colt cylinders have come 
through on the short side and the bullets on 
loaded rounds stick out the front of the cylin
der preventing cylinder rotation. When this 
happened on a Colt New Frontier, I had to 
find a new bullet and a call to Wes Kornele 
(Bullets By Bridges, PO Box 31742, Dept 
AH, Amarillo, TX, 79120) brought me hard 
cast 260 grain Hensley & Gibbs #502 bullets 
that have a slightly shorter nose and fit the 
cylinder perfectly. This bullet with 9.0-10.0 

Continued on page 81 
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FIVE LEVELS OF .45 COLT FAVORITE LOADS 
LEVEL I LEVEL II LEVEL Ill LEVEL IV LEVEL V 

(Colt SAA, S&W M25-5) (Colt New Frontier) (Ruger, TIC only) (Custom revolvers only) (.454 Cosull with .45 Colt cases only) 

1577 

18.5 19.0 9.0 15.0 21.0 22.0 23.0 25.0 24.0 25.0 28.0 30.0 32.0 25.0 26.0 24 .0 20.0 
ABC D FF F EE EE A 

II Ill IV V VI 

POWDERS: (A) 2400, (B) H4227, (C) Unique, (D) H57, (E) WW296, (F) HllO 

VELOCITY 
1600 

1500 

1400 

1300 

1200 

1100 

1000 

900 

800 

LOAD 
POWDER 

BULLET 

BULLETS : (I) Lyman #454424 260 gr., (II) Sierra 240 gr. JHP, (Ill) Hornady 250 gr. JHP, (IV) Speer 260 gr. JHP, (V) NEI #310 .451 310 gr., 
(VI) Lyman #457124 400 gr. 

WARNING: EXTREME CAUTION MUST BE USED TO SELECT ONLY THOSE LOADS LISTED FOR THE HANDGUNS 
INDICATED IN THE FIVE LEVELS OF POWER. UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHOULD HOTTER LOADS FROM 
HIGHER LEVELS BE USED IN LOWER LEVEL HANDGUNS. SERIOUS PERSONAL INJURY MAY RESULT. REPEAT: 
DO NOT USE THESE LOADS EXCEPT IN THE SPECIFIC HANDGUNS LISTED AS APPROPRIATE AT EACH LEVEL. 

Neither the author nor American Handgunner assumes any responsibility for any results obtained with this hand loading informa
tion due to the inherent variation in individual hand loading techniques and the variation in component reloading parts. 
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Collected by Jon Winokur 

Jon Winokur's complete collection of Master Tips is' avail
able in a bound volume for $11.95 plus $1.50 postage from 
Gun Books, Dept. CH, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, 
San Diego, CA 92108. Calif. residents add 6.5 % sales tax . 

Long Range Shooting 
When standing and shooting over long ranges, whether single or double handed, the basics of shooting 
ore of utmost importance: 

1. Consciously maintain a clear sight picture, and don't let your point of focus drift onto the target itself. 

2. When you have a perfect sight picture, gradually apply pressure to the trigger and squeeze it bad~ 
smoothly. The shot breal~ing should be a surprise. 

3. Now comes the follow through: lool~ at the sights, align them on the target again and tal~e note of 
how you had to correct the gun; in this way you can determine your mistal~es . 

4. It's important to continue breathing as 
evenly as possible. Holding your breath too 
long causes you to shal~e and mal~es the sights 
lool~ blurry. For me, the following worl~s best: 
Oefore I raise the gun, I tal~e a good breath in, 
then breathe out, then breathe in again 
normally while raising the gun over the top of 
the target. Then, while lowering it to my point 
of aim, I let out half the air in my lungs. At this 
point I'm very steady and generally hold my 
breath while squeezing the shot off. 

5. A few long distance shots at the end of 
each practice session will help you consolidate 
the basics. Remember, too, that quality and 
not quantity of practice counts. It's better to fire 
ten perfect shots than a hundred done without 
complete concentration. 
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EDITH ALMEIDA Ladies IPSC World Champion, 1979 
and '81; Ladies Bianchi Cup Champion, 1980, '81 
and '82; Ladies South African Champion, 1980 
and '81. 

(0 Jon Winol<ur 1985 
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SCREW UNTO OTHERS 
Revenge T.ictics for All Occasions 

Watch out! The Master Trickster is 
back with over 140 mischievous tac
tics custom-designed for that special 
someone who has made your life 
miserable. This revenge manual 
shows how to use technology, ma
nure, newspapers, and more to help 
you savor your vengeance and leave 
you chortling! Choose your victim 
with care . then give him hell! For 
entertainment purposes only! S'h x 
BY,, hardcover, 240 pp. $16.95. 

MODERN SNIPER RIFLES 
by Duncan long 

This in-depth look at today's sniper 
rifles covers all aspects of their per
formance capabi liti es. Weapons 
expert Duncan Long evaluates .22 
LR, single-shot, bolt-action, semi
auto and large-cal iber rifles, as well 
as the scopes, ammunition and ac
cessories that will maximize their 
sniping potentia l. 8V2 x 11 , softcover, 
illus., photos, over 100 pp. $16.95 

HUNTING ON HORSEBACK 
by Jim Ottman 

The horseback hunt- glorious days 
spent moseying up and down back
country trails in search of that trophy 
buck you 've always dreamed about. 
Your trip can be this idyll i~ with the 
advice offered here. including tips 
on equipment, weapons, ammo, get
ting in shape for the trip and hooking 
up with a reputable outfitter. 51h x 
8112, hardcover. 62 photos, illus., 
160 pp. $16.95 

IMPROVISED EXPLOSIVES 
How lo M~lc:e Your Own 

by Seymour Leeker 
From a former top explosives expert 
with the Israeli Army comes a man
ual that presents ten simple yet 
powerfu l formulas for explosives 
and incendiaries that give the basis 
for making bombs, booby traps and 
mines. Learn to obtain or make the 
needed chemicals, or get substi
tutes. For information only! SV2 x 81h, 

.__.. .... __ ...,,_.. soltcover, illus., 80 pp. $10.00 

MAKE MY DAY! 
Hayduke's Best Revenge Techniques 

for the Punks in Your Life 
Hayduke is back and meaner than ever with this all-new bag of bully-busting tricks. 
Hundreds of ideas from readers who rallied to George's stirring cry-"Do unto others before 
they get unto you!"- fill this antic anthology that will amaze and amuse you. Discover the 
technological trickery of Captain Video. Feel The Razor's cutting sense of humor. See the 
dark side of Mr. Undercover of the Night. By now, you know that you don 't have to take the 
crap of the world lying down, getting frustrated as the assholes just keep dumping it on. Make 
My Day! shows you how to take their crap and send it flying back. All that's needed is your 
hand to turn on the fan. Take up Hayduke's challenge: Make My Day! For entertainment 
purposes only. 5% x 8%, hardcover, 224 pp. $16.95 
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TIIE RUGER 1022 

EXOTIC 

WEAPONS 

SABERTOOTH: THE RIP-ROARING 
ADVENTURES OF A LEGENDARY 

GAME WARDEN 
by Terry Hodges 

Enjoy the lile and times of Gene 
Mercer, an extraordinary game war
den who patrolled California's forests 
and streams for almost 50 years, act
ing in defense of wildli fe . Join him as 
he stalks deer poachers, duck hun
ters and outlaw fishermen, facing 
danger, corruption and high adven
ture. SY, x BY,, hardcover, 250+ pp. 

$17.95 

THE RUGER 1022 
EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 

Now you can convert your Ruger 
1022 into a selective-fire weapon 
that can fire over 1,000 rounds per 
minute. Build the parts that will trans
form you r Ruger 1022 to full auto
without modifying the receiver or 
trigger housing. Over 60 explicit 
photos, machinist's drawings and 
full-scale templates accompany the 
detailed instructions. 9 x 12, sott
cover, illus., 96 pp. $15.00 

GET EVEN: 
The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 
A hilar ious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big busi
ness. government and enem ies. 
More sophist icated and involved 
tricks are incl uded. such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and pol itical dirty tricksters. Over 80 
sections present dirty tr icks ranging 
from the simple to the elaborate. 5112 
x 81/2, hardcover. 192 pp. $16.95 

THE STURM, RUGER 10/22 RIFLE 
AND .44 MAGNUM CARBINE 

by Duncan l ong 
Legendary reliability and classic 
design are the hallmarks of the Ruger 
10/ 22 rifle and its forerunner, the .44 
Magnum Carbine. In this in-depth 
look at both weapons, noted fire
arms author Duncan Long covers 
specs, troubleshooting, ammo and 
accessories- this book's got it all! 
Get your hands on a classic. 51h x 
sv,, soltcover, photos, illus., 10B pp . 

$10.00 

ITJl.tll 

U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
MEDICAL HANDBOOK 

Paladin 's brand-new update of this 
classic best-seller gives you the info 
you need to stay alive and stay well 
in the field - 600 pages show how to 
treat all kinds of diseases and injur
ies. In a new compact format, th is 
book gives you the knowledge that 
makes the Special Forces medic so 
valuable. 41h x 7%., weatherproof 

._ ______ soltcover, illus., 60B pp. $16.95 

IAHAl o1 the 

IHCIHIY 
SOlDllR ......... --1 __ --:; . 

,, .· ' 
PAUL BALOR 

MANUAL OF THE 
MERCENARY SOLDIER 

A Guide to Mercenary War, 
Money, and Ad\lenture 

by Paul Ba/o r 
"The Whores of War." Modern mer
cenaries make their living in today 's 
most volatile hot spots. Old pro Paul 
Balor, reveals the experiences and 
tricks of the trade that have kept him 
alive on three continents for more 
than four decades! An authoritative, 
insider's guide! 51h x 81h, hardcover, 
320 pp. $17.95 

RAGNAR'S GUIDE TO HOME AND 
RECREATIONAL USE OF HIGH 

EXPLOSIVES 
by Ragnar Benson 

Who else but Uncle Ragnar cou ld 
write th is down-home guide? How 
to obtain commercial high explo
sives, safely storing and transport
ing them, detonation techniques, 
improvised explosives and more are 
woven in with tales of Ragnar's ex 
plosive adventures. For information 
purposes only. 51h x 81h, sottcover, 
illus., 120 pp. $12.00 

NEW l.D. IN AMERICA 
Want one more chance at life-with 
a "clean slate?" Trade in your old 
identity fo r a new start. Here is a 
step-by-step guide to creating a 
totally new you-with a birth certifi
cate, passport, driver's license. 
Social Securi ty number- all you 
need for breaking with ymfr past. 
51h x 81h, softcover. illus., 120 pp. 

$15.00 , ............. . 
t PALADIN PRESS ,.. Call TOLL FREE for cred it ca rd orders: 

I I p 0. BOX 130?-B I A 11ii111 1-800-642-8300, ext. 24. Ca ll 24 hours a 
OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 

DE OPPRESSO UBER: THE 
ILLUSTRATED HISTORY OF 
THE U.S. ARMY SPECIAL 

MINl- 14 EXOTIC WEAPONS 
SYSTEM . . .. $15.00 

AUTOMATICS: FAST 

I BOULDER, CO 80306 • , but Al aska. Send $1 .00 for 50-page 
' m da y, 7 days a week . Ca ll fro m any state 

I .M Pho n e (303) 443-7250 CATAL0G of300t itl es (freewi th order. ) 
I 
I I Please send me the following titles: I 

I ~~~~~• 

FIREPOWER, TACTICAL 
SUPERIORITY . $14.95 

ACTION CAREERS: EMPLOYMENT 

FORCES . . . .... ..... .. .. . $24.95 
THE COMPLETE BOOK OF U.S. 

SNIPING .. .......... . $34.95 
ASSAULT PISTOLS, RIFLES 

AND SUBMACHINE GUNS . $19.95 
MAKE 'EM PAY ! ULTIMATE 

REVENGE TECHNIQUES FROM THE 
MASTER TRICKSTER .. $16.95 

SWAT TRAINING AND 
EMPLOYMENT . 

HARD-CORE POACHING . 

FIREARMS FOR SURVIVAL . 
COMBAT AMMUNITION. 

$14.00 
$12.00 

$16.95 
$19.95 

IN THE HIGH-RISK 
JOB MARKET 

AIRCREW SURVIVAL . 
AR-7 EXOTIC WEAPONS 

SYSTEM 
THE MfNl-14: THE PLINKER, 

$17.95 
$14.00 

$15.00 

HUNTER, ASSAULT, AND 
EVERYTHING ELSE RIFLE .... $10.00 

BROWNING HI-POWER EXOTIC 
WEAPONS SYSTEM . . . $15.00 

I ~~~~~-1 
I Payment : 0 Check or M o ney Order, 0 VISA, 0 MasterCard . 

1 
I 

Card N.o. ------- ---------Exp. --- SU BTOTAL ----

NAME ---------------------- Please incl ude I ,__ ____________________________ _.I $3.00 postage 

ADDRESS and handling ---- · MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE - DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
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••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
TEST REPORT COMPETITION 

SHOTGUNS 
The ultimate in 

dependable firepower! 

Tanks Rifle Shop 
offers U.S.P.S.A. 
and l.P.S.C. 
competition proven 
conversions of: 
•REMINGTON 1100 
•REMINGTON 870 
•BROWNING AUTO 5 
•HKBENELLI 

* For more information, send $3 for our 
complete illustrated price list. 

Competition-proven, match grade 
modifications for MIA/M-14 rifles also 
available. All work performed by Jon 
Tank, USAMU and Rock Island Armory 
trained specialist. 

·~ RIFLE SHOP 
P.O. Box474 
Fremont, NE 68025 
Ph: (402) 727-1317 

M-F 4:00 PM to 8:00 PM CST 

! chose to have a go at testing Winchester's 
shotshell powder, 452AA, in the .357 

Magnum. This powder has for several years 
been quite popular among IPSC shooters 
who use the .45 ACP. The reasoning among 
many was that if it was good medicine in the 
.45 it might also do well in other handgun 
rounds. Realizing, however, that 452AA is a 

RELOADING 
WW452AAIN 
.357MAGNUM 
By Dan Cotterman 

fast burner-right up there with Bullseye, 
Trap 100, Red Dot, 700X and the like-the 
tendency was to use charges ranging from 
four to five or so grains in weight. Bullets 
from .357 Magnum hulls seemed to scatter, 
more like a pattern than a group. 

standard primer. Six-inch velocity averaged 
1430 fps and 25-yard barrel-rest accuracy 
resulted in half a dozen five-shot groups of 
less than two inches. Stepping up to a heavier 
bullet, I tried 10.5/452AA/125 grain Speer 
JHP and a CCI standard primer. Velocity 
averaged 1255 fps , and group size was 
reduced to an average of J3/4 inches. As with 
452AA in the .45 , felt recoil seemed rela
tively low, although this is strictly a subjec
tive observation. 

The foregoing loads were taken from 
Spear's No. 11 reloading manual. If you don't 
have one of these, get it; it contains a number 
of shotshell powder loads for handguns. A 
couple of which involve Winchester 's 
473AA, for heavier bullets, in the .357 Mag
num. I tested 8.8/473AA/140 grain Speer 
JHP and a CCI standard primer. Six-inch 
velocity averaged nearly what the book lists, 
at 1150 fps, but 25-yard accuracy amounted to 
just over two inches from my gun. Another 
load , 8.3/473AA/158 grain Speer JHP and 
the CCI standard primer, closed group aver
age to less than two inches, but there was a 
little more kick . Again, this is subjective; it's 
hard to say for sure. 

Throughout the tests, I noted no signs of 
excessive pressure: no case head expansion 
and only moderate primer flattening. These 
were not, however, the maximum 452AA 
and473AA loads ~ 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

The loads I tried were for my six-inch 
Ruger Security Six, a gun of commendable 
strength. Bullet weight with 452AA did not 
exceed 125 grains. Note, therefore, that this 
powder is too fast for heavier bullets in the 
.357 Magnum. The first load to be tested was 
12.5/452AA/120 grain Speer JHP with a CCI shown in No. ll "°"' 
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In practice, 
it's an airgun. 

It's a well-known fact that practice makes ~rfect. With that in mind, Crosman® 
proudly introduces the Blaser Conversion Unit™. 

By simply replacing the slide of your Series 70 (or earlier) 1911 Government Model 
with the Blaser slide and anchoring it with the attachment screw, you can convert your 

.45 automatic to a single-shot match grade C02 air pistol. So, now you can practice 
anytime you like in the privacy of your basement without sacrificing the accuracy or feel of 

the real thing (you11 spend much less on .177 pellets and C02 cylinders versus .45 ammo, 
too). And because the Blaser gives you the weight of a .45, without the recoil, it's a more 

romforlable way to dewlop )'OW" "'ooting 'lcilk . ~... • 
See your Crosman dealer for the new Blaser urut. • • ... , 

Call Tom Campbell or send $99.50 to Crosman/ Ii D ns 
Blaser, Routes 5 & 20, East Bloomfield, NY 14443, 

1-BCX).828-1495. VLSa and MasterCard accepted. u 1N AMERICAN A1R P<YNER1 .ll!/Jllll<_ 

.. 
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By Charles E. Petty 

Until now, if you wanted a scope on your 
Smith & Wesson revolver, your 

choices were limited and most involved 
drilling holes in the gun. Now B-Square 
has come up with another of their no
gunsmithing mounts that is deceptively 
simple. 

In fact , when I first looked at it I won
dered why nobody had thought of it sooner. 
The mount replaces the rear sight on all K, 
Land N frame S&Ws that have adjustable 
sights and makes use of the existing screw 
hole and the slot in the frame which secures 
the rear of the sight to provide the elevation 
adjustment. 

The heart of the mount is a small key 

'IES'I REPOll'I 

B·SQUARE 
NO·GUNSMITHING 
SCOPE MOUNT 
for Smith and Wesson revolvers 

which goes in the elevation screw slot of 
the gun. It is designed to absorb the recoil 
energy at the back of the gun and engages 
the base via a lug on the part that slips into 
the frame slot. It is held in place by a small 
set screw and the base itself attaches 
through the same hole with a larger screw. 

Care must be taken to be sure that the 
key is fully seated in the slot on the frame 
or the front hole won't line up properly. 
This really isn't a problem at all and I found 
it easy to hold with my thumb while I 
tightened the set screw. Then there's a little 
plastic baU that goes on top to serve as a 
lock for both screws. Very clever. 

At the front of the mount are two screw 
holes (to accommodate the two different 
screw locations found on various models). 
This is a tiny 3-56 screw and I'm sure a lot 
of folks will question if it is large, and 
strong, enough to handle heavy recoiling 

cartridges like the .44 Magnum. Yes they 
are, for the screws don't do the work . The 
majority of recoil energy is taken by the lug 
at the back and the little screw doesn't 
really have that much to do. Since it is so 
small, though , I can foresee trouble for 
anyone who tries to over tighten it. A wave 
washer is provided and when the screw is 
tight enough to flatten the washer, it's tight 
enough. Overdo it, and the fine threads can 
be stripped . 

The hardest part of the installation is 
getting the mount out of that devilish 
shrink wrap they use. It took about 30 
minutes for me to put it on , but I spent a lot 
of that time studying how things lined up 
and where the forces went. Someone just 
putting it on could undoubtedly better my 
time. The base itself will accommodate 
Weaver style rings. 

Continued on page 105 

When It's Time For A Change . .. 
. . . THE S&A MAG-GUIDE 

U.S. Pat. ft 4,570,370 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER ·SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1988 

- ONE PIECE MAGAZINE GUIDE AND 
MAINSPRING HOUSING 

- FITS COLT OR OTHER 1911-TYPE AUTOS 
- STAINLESS (17-4) OR BLUED (4140) 
- ARCHED OR FLAT 
- MFGD. TO FIT STD. MAGAZINE OPENING , 

MAY BE ENLARGED TO FIT ALREADY 
"FLARED" MAGAZINE OPENING 

- FITS RIGIDLY IN FRAME, WILL NOT SHIFT 
LIKE UNITS THAT MOUNT AROUND GRIP 
SCREW BUSHINGS 

- ADDS 1/4" TO GRIP LENGTH AND EXTRA 
WEIGHT HELPS REDUCE RECOIL 

- CHECKERED 20 LINES PER INCH 

OMFB - Officers Model Flat Blue 

OMFS - Officers Model Flat Stainless 
GMFB - Government Model Flat Blue 
GMAB - Government Model Arched Blue 
GMFS - Government Model Flat Stainless 
GMAS - Government Model Arched Stainless 

$ 6 9 9 5 POSTPAID. Cert ified Check, M.0 . or U.P.S. COD 
(UPS $2.50 Handling & COO Chgs.) 

• Texas Res. add 8% Sales Tax ($5.60 ea.) 

IF UNAVAILABLE AT 
YOUR DEALER -

ORDER DIRECT FROM S&A 
" DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED" 

SMITH & ALEXANDER 
P.O. BOX 835790 
RICHARDSON, TX 75uo3 
214-231-6084 
214-343-7203 
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Now 49 states recognize 
handguns as legitimate 

hunting weapons, 
although there are some 

mighty peculiar provi
sions in some regulations. 

By James E. Fender 

Brian C. Patterson of the US Coast 
Guard took this Alaskan caribou 
with a single shot from his .44 
Magnum Contender. 

HANDGUN HUNTING LAWS 
Every state of our Union is free to establish 

its own Jaws regulating hunting within 
its borders, though the regulation of certain 
types of hunting, most specifically the hunt
ing of migratory birds, must conform to 
requirements promulgated by the United 
States Fish and Wildlife Service of the 
Department of the Interior. The methods of 
hunting and the means employed to hunt are 
within each state's authority to regulate. 

Laws regulating hunting firearms estab
lished by a densely populated eastern sea
board state can and do differ substantially 
from the laws of a western state with a frac
tion of the population-and perhaps a differ
ent political philosophy. 

Every state has a legislature which enacts 
the laws applicable to that state. This body of 
law is variously known as the state's Code, 
Statutes or General Laws. Some states have 
legislatures which jealously guard their pre
rogatives to regulate hunting and the use of 
firearms for hunting within those states' 
boundaries. Other states, though, may per
mit a commission to establish the require
ments for hunting and specify the firearms 
which may be used. These requirements are 
technically known as "regulations" but even 
though established by a commission and not 
an elected legislature, they commonly have 
the force and effect of state law. Both state 
laws and regulations promulgated by a com
mission can pose problems for the unwary. 

Let's look at some examples, and we'll 
begin by using Alabama simply because it is 
the first state in the alphabetical listing of 
states' names, and the first state, logically 
enough, whose hunting laws and regulations 
I researched. 

The Code of Alabama indicated that any 
caliber of firearm (with no exception as to 
type of firearm) could be used for hunting as 
long as no prohibited ammunition such as 
tefton or brass bullets were used. However, 
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when the Alabama Regulations for Game, 
Fish and Fur Bearing Animals were con
sulted, I found that "handguns or pistols using 
centerfire, mushrooming ammunition" were 
permitted for deer hunting. 

"Great!" you say, "that's all I need to know." 
Not so fast. Suppose you want to hunt turkeys 
in Alabama. A look at the regulations per
taining to turkey hunting revealed that the 
handgun hunter can use only "handguns or 
pistols using centerfire, mushrooming 
ammunition, open metallic sights only, no 
scopes" for hunting this grand and wily bird. 

Suppose you want to hunt raccoon or 

opossum at night? You can use shotguns with 
number six shot or smaller, and/or .22 cal
iber rirnfire firearms. You can, therefore, use 
a .22 caliber handgun, as well as a rifle, but 
nothing larger. 

Don't think you've found all that you need 
to know about hunting with a handgun in 
Alabama at this point. A little further along in 
the regulations you'll find that "the possession 
of firearms by bow hunters is prohibited." 
Suppose that you are a bow hunter who wants 
to strap on a pistol loaded with a cylinder of 
shot cartridges as preventative medicine just 

Continued on page 108 

11111 DIPIB I WWW I I 
ALABAMA 
Game and Fish Division 
64 N. Union Street, Room 702 
Montgomery, AL 36130 
(205) 261-3465 

ALASKA 
Fish and Game Department 
P.O. Box 3-2000 
Juneau, AK 99002 
(907) 465-4100 

ARIZONA 
Game and Fish Department 
Box 9099 
Phoenix, AZ 85068 
(602) 942-3000 

ARKANSAS 
Game and Fish Commission 
2 Natural Resources Drive 
Little Rock, AR 72205 
(501) 223-6305 

CALIFORNIA 
Fish and Game Department 
1416 9th Street, 12th Floor · 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
(916) 445-3535 

COLORADO 
Wildlife 
6060 Broadway 
Denver, CO 80216 
(303) 297-1192 

CONNEcTICVT 
Fish and Wildlife 
16S Capitol Avenue 
Hartford, CT 06106 
(203) 566-4683 

DELAWARE 
Fish and Wildlife Diviaioa 
89 Kings Highway 
P.O. Box 1401 
Dover, DB 19903 
(302) 736-5295 

FLORIDA . 
Game and Fresh Wlltor Fish~--
620 S. Meridian Street · 
'Iallahassee, FL 32301 
(904) 488-2975 
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CORBON 
CUSTOM 
HANDGUN 
HUNTING 
BULLETS 
By Cameron Hopkins 

A new technology has 
dawned in bullet making, 

the chemically bonded 
core and jacket. Cor Bon 
Custom Bullets is on the 

cutting edge of this excit
ing new style of handgun 

hunting bullets. 

C or Bon Custom Bullets is an innova
tive new bullet maker specializing in 

slugs for the handgun hunter. Cor Bon uti
lizes the latest hunting bullet technology, 
"core bonding," which is the next quantum 
leap forward after the H-frame originated 
by RWS and better known in America as 
the "partition" construction . 

Hunting bullets are the most sophisti
cated of all sporting bullets , certainly more 
complex in design and more demanding in 
performance than target missiles, varmint 
slugs and plinking pills. Moreover, hand
gun hunting bullet design throws an added 
challenge because the technology estab
lished in rifle bullets is not relevant due to 
the lower velocities of handguns. 

The handgun hunting bullet is neither 
concerned with interior nor exterior ballis
tics. The bullet made for killing game is 
solely interested in terminal ballistics, the 
dynamics of lethality. While a high ballistic 
coeffi cient is a wonderful attribute in exte
rior ballistics, this and other form factors 
affecting a bullet's traj ectory are less 
important to the hunter than penetration 
and expansion, the two most significant 
characteristics of killing. 

Peter Pi, originator of 
Cor Son bullets. 

Cor Bon Hunting Bullets 
.44 ....... .375 ... .. 
260 gr. bonded core soft point 
280 gr. bonded core soft point 
260 gr. Penetrator FMJ 
280 gr. Penetrator FMJ 
305 gr. Penetrator FMJ 

.4S4Casull 
260 gr. bonded core soft point 
300 gr. bonded core soft point 
320 gr. Penetrator FMJ 

280 gr. bonded core spitzer 

.308 (.30-30, .309 JD.I, etc.) 
180 gr. bonded core spitzer 
150 gr. bonded core spitzer 

7••.ID.I 
160 gr. bonded core spitzer 

.270.ID.I 
150 gr. bonded core spitzer 

All efforts at improving bullet con
struction center on balancing these two 
forces , expansion and penetration. The 
H-frame or partition design is an effort to 
assure expansion yet retain penetration by 

Continued on page 82 

Cor Son bullets, L-R, include 280 gr •. 44; 300 gr • . 454 soft; 300 gr • • 454 
solid; 260 gr • • 454; 280 gr • • 375; 150 gr •• 308. 
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By Cameron Hopkins 

Dreams, childhood dreams, rest like dormant flower bulbs 
waiting to germinate in adult life. Ever since I was a little 

boy I have been entranced with the dream of an African safari . 
Stewart Granger, trailed by a sweating line of native porters, 
trekked into my living room in King Solomon's Mines and killed 
an enraged elephant next to Dad's favorite chair. Then Tarzan 
swung through the jungle into my family den to wrestle a man
eating croc. One day I too would swat bugs in the sweltering 
African sun, one day I would be Bomba the Jungle Boy. 

Today the dream of an African safari has 
come true. Exciting, thrilling, compelling- a 
safari is everything my active little boy's 
imagination said it would be, and more. It is 
not simply travelling to a strange and magic 
land. It is not merely a hunt for big and dan
gerous game. An African safari is one of the 
most moving, spiritually stimulating experi
ences a hunter can feel. Your soul is stirred to 
its core as Africa triggers deep, primordial 
instincts and emotions. 

If you're a handgun hunter who has shared this very special 
dream of an African safari , then you too can feel the hackles on 
your neck quiver to the throaty roar of a lion on the prowl. An 
African safari is one dream that can come true. 

It is a myth that a safari is only for oil company presidents and 
directors of multi-national banks. Example: an ad in a hunting 
magazine quotes an Alaska caribou hunt at $2, 195. This does not 
include a hunting license. Compare that to $1 ,995 for a "begin
ner's" safari , license included. The same magazine has an ad that 
invites you to shoot grizzly bear for $6,000, license not included. 
Contrast that to a 14 day leopard hunt, with licenses included for 
three antelopes as well, for $5,995. 

The point is that an African safari costs about the same as a hunt 
in Alaska or, for that matter, an elk hunt in Idaho or a moose hunt 
in British Columbia. In fact, I know of whitetail deer hunts in 
Texas ($3,500) that are more expensive than some safaris. 

But to benefit from the "affordable" safaris and yet at the same 
time enjoy a proper hunt, you need to plan carefully for your 
dream-come-true handgun safari . 
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There are over a dozen different countries, that remain open to 
hunting, on the Dark Continent teeming with game and sprawling 
with adventure. Many reputable safari firms pitch their tents all 
across Africa. However, all but a handful of the countries have 
laws prohibiting the use of handguns. 

For example, Zimbabwean regulations state: "No person shall 
use for hunting purposes a pistol or revolver or a bow and arrow." 
Botswana strictly forbids the importation of any handguns for 
hunting or otherwise. Zambian law mandates a minimum of .375 

H&H Magnum for any of the Big Five. 
Fortunately, one country welcomes hand

gun hunters and that same nation also happens 
to boast the most affordable safaris. This land 
has been practicing modern techniques of 
game management long before the rest of 
Africa had decolonized. Consequently, today 
the game is thriving. 

Handgun hunting has been carefully studied 
by the game department of South Africa, a 
country that Life magazine says has the most 

refined system of game management anywhere in the world. 
South Africa single-handedly saved the white rhinoceros from 

extinction with a captive breeding and habitat re-introduction 
program pioneered by the Natal Parks Board. The successful 
rhino program is considered a model of perfect game 
management. 

At one point in time, the bontebok was actually declared 
extinct. Today it abounds, thanks solely to South African game 
management programs. The mountain zebra was similarly saved 
by South African authorities. Current programs include re-intro
ducing the cheetah and the sable antelope, both of which have 
declined in population due to the encroachment of farms, cities 
and other tokens of civilization. 

More hunters go on safari in South Africa every year than in 
the rest of the entire continent of Africa . The combined hunters of 
Zambia and Zimbabwe, Botswana and Tanzania -all of Africa! -
do not add up to the number of hunters who safari in South Africa! 

Planning your South African safari requires a bit of homework. 
Continued on page 116 
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You can count the reasons for owning a 
Colt lOmm Auto on both hands. 

After a year of redesigning and 
extensive testing, Colt has modified the 
slide and receiver system of the world 
renowned Government Model to accom
modate the powerful new 1 Omm auto 
round. The Colt Delta Elite™ is an impres
sive semi-auto pistol, chambered for an 
equally impressive cartridge. 

The lOmm auto is a hot cartridge, 
pure and simple. The 170 grain hollow 
point round leaves the muzzle at an 
awesome 1300 ft/sec, almost 150 ft/sec 
faster than the conventional 9mm. Muzzle 
energy is almost twice that of the 45 ACP. 
Impressive ballistics, in anyone's book. 

New high 
performance 
pistol crafted 
in the Colt 
tradition. 

Design and mechanism 
styled after Colt's famous 
Government Model. 

l Omm translates 
into 40 cal. Big, 
fast, flat shooting 
and hard hitting. 

Combine these statistics with the 
fact that this round is chambered in a 
pistol with a mechanism second to none, 
and you've got yourself a lot of pistol. 

BALLISTICS TABLE 
• Muzzle Energy (ft . lbs.) 

1300 

1160 

Muzzle Velocity (It. sec.) 

1235 

lOmm Auto 9mm 357 Magnum 45 ACP 
170 Gr. JHP 11 5 Gr.JHP 158 Gr. JHP 185 Gr.JHP 

Ballistics are nominal and have been obtained from test barrels. 
Individual firearms may vary from these specifications. 

Sleek, well 
balanced and 

Whether in the field, on the range or 
with law enforcement agencies, this is 
one pistol that will deliver, when it counts. 

Ten reasons to own the new Colt 
Delta Elite. Boil it down further and you 
get dependability, speed and power. 
Those ingredients spell Colt, and shooters 
have been relying on this name for quite 
some time. 

Incorporates 
all of the 
safety features 
found in Series 
80 Colt pistols. 

Hartford, CT 06101 

Extensive endurance and 

<Ii! 1987 Colt Industries Inc 
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The .44 Magnum Desert Eagle. 
The .45 Magnum Griwy. 

The .357 Magnum Coonan. 
How do these heavy duty magnum autopistols stack 

up for handgun hunting? 

By James E. Fender 
'l.'I Then inventor Harry W. Sanford intro
VV duced his big-bore semi-automatic Auto 

Mag in .44 and .357 Auto Mag calibers in the 
early 1970s it was touted as the ultimate hunt
ing handgun. Unfortunately, and I don't 
believe due to the fault of Harry Sanford, the 
Auto Mag never achieved its promise as a 
hunting handgun. 

Oh, there was plenty of game taken with 
the Auto Mag, but there were numerous 
problems with the Auto Mag, primarily relat
ing to its functional reliability. No less an 
authority on the Auto Mag than Kent Lomont 
stated that "An Auto Mag is definitely not 
reliable enough to safely hunt dangerous 
game unless two very well tuned guns are 
used in the hands of an expert." 

The very few Auto Mags which are resold 
during the course of a year change hands for 
well over one thousand dollars each, but 
there is a new crop of big-bore autoloaders 
currently available for the handgun hunter's 
consideration. 

How suitable are these three big-bore 
autoloaders, the Coonan .357 Magnum, the 
Desert Eagle .44 Magnum and the LAR 
Grizzly .45 Winchester Magnum, for hand
gun hunting? 

fve spent four months with these big-bore 
autoloaders, and carried two of them afield 
for whitetail deer during New Hampshire 
and Maine hunting seasons. While I do not 
profess to know all there is to know about 
these three autoloaders, I've shot and hand
loaded for them extensively. So perhaps my 
comments may be of some value to handgun
ners considering any of these pistols for hunt
ing purposes. 

Tuk:ing these autoloaders in alphajJetical 
order, we find that the Coonan is the only one 
of the three to be manufactured almost exclu
sively from stainless steel. When stainless 
steel revolvers and pistols first began to 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER •SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1988 

appear in the 1970s handgunners thought they 
were the answer to a lot of problems involv
ing corrosion. Lately, though, that view has 
been re-examined, and while most shooters 
still consider properly functioning stainless 
steel handguns to be superb technical 
achievements of the gun maker's art, perhaps 
the supposed benefits of stainless steel are· 
more theoretical than real. 

While it's true that stainless steel is more 
corrosion resistant than regular tool steel, 
what conscientious shooter or handgunner 
would ever let his firearm deteriorate to the 
point that its functioning is impaired? To state 
the obvious, stainless steel manufacture does 
not automatically ensure a superior firearm, 
and manufacture of a firearm from tool steel 
such as 4140 does not automatically mean 
that the firearm is inferior. 

For all its theoretical advantages stainless 
steel does have one real world disadvantage, 
and that is "galling" or the immutable phys
ical property that stainless steel sliding 
against stainless steel is subject to much more 
friction and its consequent action retardation 
than is tool steel. Overcoming the potential 
problems of galling tests the ingenuity of 
autoloading pistol manufacturers, and the 
method adopted by Coonan seems to be the 
liberal application of lithium based grease to 
the barrel and all bearing surfaces of slide 
and receiver. 

Slathering on the lubricant does reduce 
friction and increase functioning reliability, 
but it also attracts dust, dirt and sand. If you 
were to drop a Coonan onto the sands of 
Arizona or Texas during a peccary hunt, 
particularly if the pistol were as well greased 
as it comes from the manufacturer, you 
would probably have to completely dis
assemble the pistol and clean it thoroughly in 
a solvent such as kerosene before it would 
function. 

61 



During my evaluation of the Coonan I put 
well over 500 rounds through the pistol. 
There were some initial failures to feed due to 
galling, but as the autoloader "wore in" the 
pistol became much smoother in operation. 
There were no stoppages of any kind in the 
last 300 rounds I fired . After the first 50 
rounds I wiped off all the lubricant which had 
been on the pistol when I received it brand 
spanking new from the manufacturer, and 
applied much less lithium based grease only 
on critical bearing surfaces. The Coonan and 
I got along fine after that, but I did keep the 
bearing surfaces lubricated at all times. 

At first glance the Coonan appears to be a 
close copy of the 1911 Colt Government 
Model. The B Model Coonan weighs only 42 
ounces empty, only four ounces more than the 
Colt Government Model .45 ACP, and is 
only slightly larger than the Colt. Anyone at 
all familiar with the Colt Government Model 
will have absolutely no trouble in adapting to 
the .357 Magnum Coonan. Indeed, it's just 
about like learning to fly in a Cessna 150, a 
two-place training aircraft, then transitioning 
into the four-place Cessna 172. The controls 
are all in the same place; there's just a little 
more horsepower available. 

We'll return to this issue of horsepower 
later, but first let's take a look at the accuracy 
the Coonan provides. It's extremely good 
with my favorite load of16 grains ofWW-296 
pushing the 158 grain Hornady jacketed hol
lowpoint. Ten round groups which went into 
two inches center-to-center at 25 yards using 
the excellent Bo-Mar adjustable rear sight 
were common, and five-inch 10 round groups 
at 50 yards were routine for all of the various 
factory ammunition and handloads I put 
through the Coonan. 

The 158 grain Hornady load could be 
relied upon to keep its ten rounds into slightly 
more than four inches, and that is about as 
good as I can do now with a handgun with 
open sights over sandbags. For those wishing 
to scope the Coonan, just about any system of 
scope mounting which will work on the .45 
ACP Colt Government Model will work on 
the Coonan. However, if you were to use a 
replacement grip panel which supports a 
scope you would have to relocate the grip 
screw holes, and then the grip would be a 
little skimpy unless you have one fabricated 
specifically for the Coonan. 

I used a variety of other handloads in the 
Coonan, and the results are furnished sepa
rately. The JDJ lead bullets proved to be 
extremely accurate, though not quite as accu
rate as the 158 grain Hornady JHP. However, 
with this bullet's greater weight it may be a 
better choice for the handgun hunter. 

Any glitches with the Coonan? Well, the 
front of the grip frame and the mainspring 
housing are smooth, and the pistol would 
twist sideways in my hand with every shot. 
The Coonan people loaned me this pistol for 
evaluation, but I'm seriously considering 
buying it because I like finely crafted fire
arms of any type- and the Coonan is that. If I 
do buy the pistol the very first thing I would 
do would be to send it to Jack Maples, the 
master armorer for the Army's Advanced 
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Marksmanship Training Unit at Fort Benning 
who recently retired and is now practicing his 
craft in Smiths, Alabama, for his stippling 
job. 

I would also have an ambidextrous safety 
fitted since I am left-handed. These two 
minor criticisms, aside from the problem of 
galling in this stainless steel autoloader, are 
the only areas in which I can possibly fault 
the Coonan. 

The Coonan is a fine pistol, but in all 
honesty I cannot recommend the .357 Mag
num as a cartridge suitable for hunting any
thing larger than peccary, and at ranges less 
than 50 yards at that. Writer and reader must 
both be careful here since I am admitting to 
my prejudices regarding the .357 Magnum. 

When the .357 Magnum was developed in 
the mid-1930s it was the world's most power-

superb piece of equipment, and I marvel at 
the facility with which it feeds rimmed car
tridges. I have been given a few guarded 
hints, and I have heard that Coonan has done 
some research in chambering this autoloader 
for a more powerful cartridge such as the .41 
Magnum. The Coonan in this caliber, per
haps even with a six inch barrel versus its 
current five inch length, would make a much 
more satisfactory hunting handgun, and at 
very little increase in weight. 

If you choose to hunt with the .357 Mag
num Coonan autoloader, I hope you will 
remember that the .357 Magnum is like a 
.410 shotgun, both of which require getting 
close to the game, conscientiously not using 
the caliber on animals beyond the cartridge's 
capabilities, and placing the shot with utmost 
accuracy. 

The longslide .45 Magnum Grizzly pistol has a JO-inch barrel and weighs 
3.71 pounds unloaded. Yes, it's "muzzle heavy." 

fu1 handgun cartridge of that time, suitable 
for all game up to the size of moose. I don't 
know anyone who would today suggest that 
the .357 Magnum is suitable for moose, and 
most people with experience with this car
tridge recommend its use on substantially 
smaller game. 

I have seen too many examples of this 
cartridge's failure to humanely kill whitetail 
deer even when hit in vital areas, and I per
sonally counsel against the .357 Magnum's 
use for any game animal above the size of the 
aforementioned peccary. The .357 Magnum 
is a step up in horsepower from the .45 ACP, 
but it's still no Turbo Centurion, if you'll 
pardon my mixing of metaphors. 

You've probably heard it said that the .357 
Magnum admits of very little error when 
used against deer sized animals. I would 
revise that to state that the .357 Magnum 
admits of no error when used on game of that 
size, and since there are other handgun cal
ibers much more suitable for hunting North 
American game animals I recommend that 
the serious handgun hunter use those 
calibers. 

This is not to slight the Coonan. It is a 

N ow to the Desert Eagle in .44 Magnum. 
I was unable to obtain a sample of this 

interesting gas operated big-bore autoloader 
directly from the importer and had to rely 
upon the loan of a pistol from a shooting 
acquaintance. I had the loan of this pistol for 
only one week-end, and consequently was 
unable to become as familiar with the Desert 
Eagle as I wished. 

The owner had purchased the Desert 
Eagle new and had fired less than one hun
dred rounds through the pistol. The ammuni
tion had all been 180 grain factory loads, and 
he had experienced a number of failures to 
cycle the slide with this ammunition. When 
we moved to a load of 20 grains of WW-296 
and the 240 grain Speer #4453 the Desert 
Eagle functioned reliably. 

Accuracy, though, was disappointing. I 
tried several different factory loads and three 
other handloads which had always given me 
excellent results in .44 Magnum revolvers, 
and the Desert Eagle just could not produce 
the results I had historically gotten from 
revolvers. 

The trigger pull of my friend's Desert 
Eagle was quite heavy and exhibited a great 
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BIG BORE AUTO 
HANDLOADS 

.44 Magnum Desert Eagle 

Bullet 

Speer 240 gr. JHP 

Speer 240 gr. JHP 

Speer 240 gr. JHP 

Sierra 240 gr. JHP 

Powder Charge 

24 grs. WW296 

20 grs. WW296 

18grs. Blue Dot 

20 grs. #2400 

Velocity 

1435 fps 

1390 fps 

1370 fps 

1325 fps 

.45 Magnum Grizzly 

Bullet 

Speer 225 gr. JHP 

Speer 200 gr. JHP 

Speer 260 gr. JHP 

JDJ 340 gr. cast 

JDJ 270 gr. cast 

JDJ 270 gr. cast 

JDJ 270 gr. cast 

Powder Charge 

18 grs. Blue Dot 

20 grs. Blue Dot 

21 grs. WW296 

14 grs. Blue Dot 

20 grs. #2400 

Velocity 

1530 fps 

1615 fps 

1315 fps 

l 060 fps 

1200 fps 

1325 fps 

1280 fps 

16 grs. Blue Dot 

21 grs. WW296 

.357 Magnum Coonan 
Bullet 

Hornady 158 gr. JHP 

Hornady 158 gr. JHP 

Hornady 158 gr. JHP 

JDJ 190 gr. cast 

Powder Charge 

13grs. Blue Dot 

16 grs. #2400 

Velocity 

1310 fps 

1305 fps 

1500 fps 

1465 fps 

1410 fps JDJ 190 gr. cast 

16 grs. WW296 

16 grs. WW296 

14 grs . #·2400 

Neither the author nor American Handgunner accept respon
sibility for results obtained with this handloading information 
due to the variation in reloading components and individual 
hand loading techniques inherent in the handloading of center
fire cartridges. 

deal of roughness. Curious as to the exact 
trigger weight, I rigged up a sack of bullets to 
hang below my NRA trigger weight, which 
weighed only five pounds, and kept adding 
bullets until I got the trigger to break. Then I 
weighed the sack of bullets on an accurate 
postal scale, got the weight in pounds and 
added that weight to the five pound steel 
NRA weight. The trigger did not break con
sistently at the same weight, and the pull 
varied between 13.5and14.5 pounds. 

The sights on this Desert Eagle with its six 
inch barrel were of the fixed type and some
what coarse. Groups over the sandbags were 
fairly consistent in the four inch range for 10 
rounds with no inexplicable flyers. The Des
ert Eagle can be fitted with the excellent 
Millett rear sight, and in my opinion no pistol 
should be released by the importer without 
an adjustable rear sight, since all of the 
groups I shot were well below point of aim. 

The Desert Eagle can also be fitted with an 
excellent Timney trigger which reportedly 

will bring the trigger pull down to four 
pounds. Anyone who is seriously interested 
in using a Desert Eagle as a hunting handgun 
would be suffering under unacceptable hand
icaps without the Timney trigger and the 
Millett sights. 

The Desert Eagle is the heaviest of the 
three big-bore autoloaders evaluated, and 
weighs almost five pounds with a loaded 
magazine. Mounts for a scope or an Aim
point type optical sight are available from the 
importer. With optics added, the all-up 
weight of the Desert Eagle could easily top 
that of some light-weight hunting rifles. 

I do regret not having more time to spend 
with the Desert Eagle. This pistol differs 
substantially from the Coonan and the LAR 
Grizzly in that it is gas operated, and I have 
long been interested in gas operated hand
guns. The gas system seems to be fairly 
straightforward and simple. Gas is taken off 
through a port at the bottom front of the 
barrel's chamber and flows through a channel 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER •SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1988 

in the barrel shroud some four inches in 
length where the gas then exerts its pressure 
against a piston contained in the front of the 
heavy barrel. 

This gas pressure unlocks the slide, and a 
pin inside the slide bears against the bolt head 
to rotate it counterclockwise. The four lock
ing lugs on the bolt face disengage from their 
recesses in the barrel and the slide recoils the 
full length necessary to eject the fired case, 
while the power stored in the recoil springs 
move the slide forward to chamber a new 
round stripped from the magazine. 

It is quite an interesting system, and one 
which I believe will be reliable in operation, 
though I would not want to subject the system 
to pressures much greater than those deliv
ered by ammunition loaded to factory 
velocities and pressure levels. 

The importer cautions against the use of 
cast lead bullets and bullets with open lead 
bases since shavings and particles of molten 

Continued on page 101 
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(J 
nited States Special Forces are the most elite warriors in the world and they 
deserve the best weapons. Traditionally, elements of the Special Forces, which 
include the brave Navy SEALS, the intrepid Army Green Beret and the secret 
anti-terrorist Delta Force, have fought with special weapons. From "duck

billed" shotguns for tunnel-rats in Vietnam to today's combat arsenal for battling skyjack
ing terrorists, the guns of the Special Forces are often customized for special missions. 
Reliable, accurate, hard-hitting-the warriors of the Special Forces demand the best. 

When it came time to select the best combat .45 ACP fighting pistol, the Special Forces 
turned to master pistolsmith Bill Wilson for their crucial sidearm. These chosen few men 
picked the Wilson Special Forces Combat .45 because, like today's combat shooting 
champions, they too recognize the leading "house of combat gunnery" in the United States 
at Wilson's Gun Shop in Berryville, Ark. 

The Wilson Special Forces Combat .45 is not a pretty two-tone, gilt-edged show
piece-it is a serious fighting handgun. The men fight with the proven Wilson Special 
Forces Combat .45 because of the weapon's unsurpassed reliability. 

Starting with a Colt Government Model Series 80 pistol, the team of expert gunsmiths 
at Wilson's Gun Shop fitted a match-grade Wilson .45 ACP barrel that is throated and 
polished for absolutely flawless functioning in the heat of battle. A recoil spring guide rod 
serves to enhance the weapon's function . 

Wilson's platoon of gunsmiths hand-fitted each of the Special Forces Combat .45 
pistols with a Wilson beavertail grip safety which allows for better shot-to-shot recovery 
for faster rapid fire because a beavertail soaks up felt-recoil by distributing the punch over 
a larger area. Additionally, the beavertail allows for a more secure grip by eliminating any 
chance of painful "hammer bite." The hammer itself is a Commander hammer. 

Each Wilson Special Forces Combat .45 features a set of high-visibility combat sights 
for faster sight pictures and more deadly aimed fire. The sharp edges of the pistol have 
been gently rounded to prevent snagging on clothing or the holster. 

The front strap of the pistol is stippled for a non-slip gripping surface, even with wet or 
sweaty hands. The magazine well is bevelled for a faster, more positive reload. 

The Special Forces Combat .45 features a Wilson extended match trigger which has 
been carefully honed for a crisp, combat release. A super-light "competition" trigger is 
not desirable on a fighting handgun, so the Wilson gunsmiths set each of the pistols with a 
good "combat trigger" of four smooth pounds. 

Naturally all internal working parts are polished for the utmost in reliability and 
smoothness. 

If you're serious about a fighting pistol, take a tip from the elite Special forces and rely 
on the best, a Wilson Special Forces Combat .45 pistol. For more information, send 
$3.00 for Wilson's complete 54-page color catalog at Wilson's Gun Shop, -m.. 
Dept. AH, P.O. Box 578, Berryville, AR, 72616. ~ 

~'"''" 1 
Phone ( ) _ -__ Store Hours _ am _ pm 

Contest vo id where taxed or proh ibited by law. 

Winners m ust co m p ly with all federal and local lows . 

Conies! open lo U. S. reside nts only. Employees and 

agen ls of Publ ishers' Develop m ent Corp. not eligible . 

No pu rchase necessary. Winners wi l l be not i f ied by 

REGISTE RED MA IL on off icial letterhead. 
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TO INTIR CONTISTz Use a postcard 
(no envelopes) and follow sample. Send 

to AMERICAN HANDGUNNER, Dept. H9, • 
POB 880409, San Diego, CA 92108-0009. 
Mail before October l , 1988. 
L1111it I entry per household. 

DO YOU OWN A HANDGUN SCOPE? 
A) YES, I OWN A HANDGUN SCOPE. 
B) NO, BUT I PLAN TO PURCHASE ONE IN 
THE NEXT 12 MONTHS. 
C) NO, I WILL NEVER PURCHASE A 
HANDGUN SCOPE . 

..... 

Wilson's Gun Shop is the home of the 
combat .45 and now elements of elite US 
special, forces are fighting with Bill Wilson's 
customized manstoppers! 

AN HANDGUNNER •SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1988 65 



By Mickey Fowler 
Photos by Ichiro Nagata 

I have dreamed of hunting Africa as long 
as I can remember. As a child growing 

up in the city, I collected all the airline 
posters on African travel I could get my 
hands on which showed the majestic ani
mals of the Dark Continent. Pictures of 
elephant, lion, buffalo and other game ani
mals covered the walls of my room. 

I also had an insatiable desire for infor
mation on guns and ballistics. By the time I 
started grade school, I could recite the 
ballistic tables of all standard American 
rifle and pistol calibers. 

At a very early age, I was given my first 
handgun. This gun was a S&W Model 28 
Highway Patrolman in .357 Magnum. 
With this revolver, I went on many imagi
nary hunts dry-firing my pistol at the ani
mals pictured in my room. As the years 
went by, I never lost my interest in guns. 

Oh, I was sidetracked temporarily in my 
teens by motorcycle racing and in my 
twenties by auto racing, but shooting, and 
handgunning in particular, never were far 
from my mind. 

1\vo trips to South Africa, one in 1979 
and one in 1981 as a member of the U.S.A. 
Gold IPSC Pistol Team rekindled my 
dreams of hunting big game on the African 
Veld. After the 1981 World Match, I had 
the opportunity to visit the bush and take a 
Blesbok antelope. I used my IPSC match 
gun, a modified .45 auto and my match 
ammo. These loads consisted of the 200 
grain Hornady CT Match bullet at a 
muzzle velocity of almost 1000 fps. That 
load power factored at 198 on the IPSC 
scale-considering that 175 was consid
ered major caliber I thought that my ammo 
would be more than adequate for deer
sized game. 

I took a big ram at about 40 yards with a 
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broadside heart shot. The animal traveled 
about 75 yards after being hit. 

As we cleaned him, I found my bullet 
imbedded halfway into the heart. It had 
broken a rib and total penetration was only 
about three-inches, not a very impressive 
performance from this highly touted 
"manstopper." 

Even though I had made a clean kill, it 
didn't take much thought to realize that the 
.45 automatic wasn't adequate for even 
hunting small antelope. I knew that some
day I would plan a hunt for the larger spe
cies of African game. A much more power
ful handgun, using special purpose loads, 
would be needed. 

As happens all too often in this life, 
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business commitments monopolized my 
time for the next few years. A phone call in 
September 1985 was to turn my African 
hunting dreams into reality. Cameron 
Hopkins, editor of American Hand.gunner, 
and Bill Wilson had booked a hunt in South 
Africa for October and even though it was 
very short notice, Cameron asked if I 
would like to come along. We would be 
able to hunt plains game, plus Cape 
buffalo. 

My reply was an immediate "You bet!" 
Less than one month remained before the 
hunt. During this time I would have to get 
my airline ticket and a visa plus choose a 
gun and load for my hunt. I decided to use a 
.44 Magnum revolver, but what bullet and 

load would be capable of taking on a Cape 
buffalo? 

A phone call to J. D. Jones of S.S. K. 
Industries (Rt. 1, Della Dr. , Bloomingdale, 
OH, 43910) solved the ammo question. 
J.D. recommended his .44 caliber 320 
grain truncated cone lead bullet, loaded 
with a very heavy charge of Winchester 
296 powder. This would give the deep pen
etration necessary for a clean kill. 

Looking through my gun safe, I found a 
new stainless Ruger Redhawk .44 mag
num. This revolver was to be modified to 
my specifications by Bruce Gray and Jim 
Boland, two men known for their custom 
work on semi-auto pistols for IPSC 
matches. 
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Three versions of Buff Buster with, 
left, a camo finish on a 6 " Douglas 
barrelled Redhawk (62 ozs.), 
above, an 8" Buff Buster (66 ozs.) 
and, right, a 6 1'2 " barrelled stain
less Redhawk with an underlug (69 
ozs.) The flutes in the barrels not 
only lend a distinctive appearance 
but also relieve some weight. 
Gunsmith French favors the superb 
Douglas premium barrels, which 
each Buff Buster sports. Two have 
Leupold scopes, while one (right) 
has a now-discontinued Weaver 
P2S 2x scope. 

I drew up a list of specifications I 
thought would improve performance, and 
work began. A 10112-inch Douglas barrel 
with muzzle brake was fitted , also a 
Leupold 2X scope. Ted Blocker made a 
custom holster and I was ready to go. W~en 
I put the gun and holster on, I looked more 
like Hans Solo of Star Wars than a hunter. 

Although the revolver was beautifully 
built exactly to my specifications, it felt 
like it needed wheels and a towbar to carry 
around. The finished weight was almost six 

pounds. Fortunately, I had been working 
out with weights or I might not have been 
able to fire the revolver from the oftband 
position! Too late to change it now. I would 
be leaving for South Africa in four days. 

That first hunt was a success largely 
because of the advice and help of J. D. 
Jones. I used his 300 grain truncated cone 
bullet behind a heavy dose of Winchester 
296 powder and collected a Cape buffalo 
bull with one shot. A nice Kudu bull and 
Warthog also fell with single shots from the 
heavy Redhawk. As the saying goes, "Live 
and learn." 

As soon as I returned, I started planning 
my next African hunt. Deon Goosen of 
Zwikwarani Safaris had guided me on the 
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first hunt. Deon is one of the first licensed 
pro hunters in South Africa and has much 
experience hunting all types of African 
game. He is also an avid handgunner and 
understands what it takes to have a success
ful pistol hunt. I phoned Deon and set up a 
hunt for June of 1986. 

I now had the time needed to build a new 
revolver adding improvements I had 
learned from field experience gained in my 
first African hunt. I decided to look at some 
other .44 Magnum double-action 
revolvers. The Smith & Wesson Models 29 
and 629 have always been favorites of 
mine. No other double-action big bore has 
quite as nice an action or feel as a properly 
smoothed up Model 29. Its lightweight 
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makes it comfortable to carry for long peri
ods of time. 

But it has one serious shortcoming. The 
cylinder bolt cuts are machined directly 
over the cylinder holes. This weakens the 
cylinder and could result in a destroyed gun 
and possible serious injury when using the 
extra heavy loads, which I think are neces
sary for hunting large dangerous game ani
mals. I believe that if Smith & Wesson 
would come out with a five shot, large
frame revolver in .44 mag and .45 Long 
Colt, with the cylinder bolt cuts machined 
between the cylinder holes, and beef up the 
frame slightly that this would be the ulti
mate double-action hunting revolver. 

If I were to restrict my shooting to deer
sized game the Smith & Wesson would 
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have been my choice. 
Next, I looked at the Dan Wesson .44 

revolver. These guns have dominated the 
revolver class at metallic silhouette 
matches . They are capable of superb 
accuracy and are very strong. I found the 
double-action pull on these guns to be long 
and heavy and the size and weight to be 
bigger and heavier than I wanted. I decided 
to stick with the Ruger Redhawk. 

The double-action trigger pull of the 
Ruger doesn't suit me as well as a reworked 
Smith & Wesson but it can be improved by 
a good gunsmith. It certainly has proven to 
have the strength to digest my heavy hunt
ing loads. Now that I had decided to stay 
with the Ruger Redhawk, I would need to 

Continued on page 76 

Meet John French 

Sequestered alone like a monk copy
ing scripture, the craftsman toils in 

solitude with his handtools. The master 
stoops closer to his work, his skilled 
hands delicately manipulating intricate 
parts into perfect harmony. He likes 
working alone. His standards of quality 
are rigorous, his attention to detail 
meticulous. He worries that an appren
tice could not adhere to his demanding 
barometer of perfection. He is a master 
gunsmith and he accepts nothing less 
than excellence. 

This talented man is John French, 
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creator of the Buff Buster custom con
version of the Ruger Redhawk .44 
Magnum. As an example of his skills at 
machining, he moonlights by making 
custom forceps for a thoracic surgeon. 
John is a master craftsman by any 
standard. 

John has led the engineering efforts 
of several significant experimental proj
ects. In 1972 he built a custom Brown
ing Hi-Power for an obscure wildcat 
pistol cartridge called the .40 GA. This 
forty-caliber wildcat is today known as 
the lOmm Auto, but very few people 
know that this California gunsmith built 

Continued on page 87 

Buff Buster ham
mers, top, are skel
etoniz.ed to reduce 
weight thereby 
quickening lock 
time. 
The compensator, 
above, is an expan
sion chamber 
design that 
gunsmith French 
custom-mills with 
differing dimen
sions depending on 
the bullet, load to 
be fired. 
John French, 
right, runs a one
man-shop to assure 
his high standards 
of excellence and 
dedication to 
detail. French also 
offers a camo 
finish, left. 
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A select panel of handgun hunting experts pick their 
favorite handguns. 
By AH Staff 

?ltad~~ 
FAVORITI HANDGUN 

ANDCALIBIR 
small game {rabbits, squirrels) 
Ruger Mk. II, . 22 LR. 
varmints (gophers, groundhogs) 
TIC .223 
medium game (deer, antelope} 
TIC6.5JDJ 
big game (elk, bear, moose) 
TIC.375JDJ 
dangerous game (buffalo, lion) 
TIC.375JDJ 

FAVORITE HUNTING RIVOLVIR 
make/ model Ruger Redhawk 
caliber .44Magnum 

FAVORITI SINGLl·SHOT 
HUNTING PISTOL 

make/ model TIC Contender 
caliber 6.5 JD] 
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~'KeJ4 
FAVORITE HANDGUN 

ANDCALIBIR 
small game (rabbits, squirrels) 
Ruger MK. II, . 22LR. 
varmints (gophers, groundhogs) 
TIC .22 caliber 

- medium game (deer, antelope} 
"Stalker" . 44 Magnum 

FAVORITI SIGHTS 
scope~ iron __ 
brand/ model Leupold 4x 

FAVORITI AMMUNITION 
factory loads _ _ handloads ~ 

ADVICI TO ASPIRING 
HANDGUN HUNTIRS 

Choose a handgun you're comfort
able with and select a cartridge 
capable of taking game effectively. 
Buy the best equipment you can 
afford and practice as much as pos
sible in a variety of shooting 
positions. 

MOST IXCITING 
HANDGUN HUNT 

Following lion spoor for over nine 
hours and finally catching up with 
two big males in thick bush and 
taking one running at 35 yards with 
my.375JDJ. 

big game (elk, bear, moose) 
TIC, .375 JDJ 
dangerous game (buffalo, lion) 
TIC, .375 JDJ 

FAVORITI HUNTING RIVOLVIR 
make/ model Ruger Super 
Blackhawk 
caliber .44 Magnum 

FAVORITI SINGLE·SHOT 

~atS~ 
FAVORITI HANDGUN 

ANDCALIBIR 
small game (rabbits, squirrels) 
Colt Woodsman, . 22 LR. 
varmints (gophers, groundhogs) 
TIC, .223 
medium game (deer, antelope) 
TIC, .300 Savage 
big game (elk, bear, moose) 
TIC, .375 JDJ 
dangerous game (buffalo, lion) 
Never done it! 
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fl.'D. ~ 
PAVORlft HANHUN 

ANDCALIBIR 
small game {rabbits, squirrels) 
S& WK-frame, .22 Magnum 
varmints {gophers, groundhogs) 
TIC6.5JDJ 
medium game (deer, antelope} 
TIC6.5JDJ 
big game (elk, bear, moose) 
TIC.375JDJ 
dangerous game (buffalo, lion) 
TIC.375JDJ 

PAVORITI HUNTING RIVOLVIR 
make/model Freedom Arms 
caliber . 454 Casull 

PAVORITI SINGLl·SHOT 
HUNTING PISTOL 

HUNTING PISTOL 
make/model TIC Contender 
caliber .375 JDJ 

PAVORlft SIGHTS 
scope~ iron __ 
brand/model Leupold 2x 

PAVORITI AMMUNITION 
factory loads __ handloads ~ 

ADVICI TO ASPIRING 
HANDGUN HUNTIRS 

Hunt squirrels, then pigs, tF,en 
whitetails. Squeeze the trigger, 
don't jerk it. 

MOST IXCITING 
HANDGUN HUNT 

When I dropped a charging bull 
elephant in his tracks at 20 yards 
with one shot from a . 44- Magnum. 

PAVORITI HUNTING RIVOLVIR 
make/model Ruger Super 
Blackhawk 
caliber. 44- Magnum 

PAVORIR SINGLl-SHOT 
HUNTING PISTOL 

make/model TIC Contender 
caliber .375 JDJ 

PAVORITI SIGHTS 
scope~ iron __ 
brand/model Bausch and Lomb 

make/model TIC Contender 
caliber .375 JDJ 

FAVORITI SIGHTS 
scope~ iron __ 
brand/model Bausch & Lomb 

FAVORITI AMMUNITION 
factory loads __ hand loads~ 

ADVICE TO ASPIRING 
HANDGUN HUNTIRS 

Learn how to shoot, learn the anat
omy of big game animals and use 
enough gun. 

MOST EXCITING 
HANDGUN HUNT 

Fighting it out with a crazy horse in 
three feet of snow in the dark! A 
bear spooked the horse and it went 
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nuts as I was walking ahead of it 
with the reins wrapped around my 
left hand. I got loose uphill and the 
horse came at me on his hind legs, 
punching with his forefeet and bit
ing. I had a Ruger Super 
Blackhawk under my coat in a 
shoulder holster. I avoided the 
horse and tore downhill, landing on 
my back and getting the . 44- Mag
num into action. I intended to cen
ter his chest if he came at me again, 
but when he heard the old Ruger's 
hammer snap back, he knew what it 
was and took off. I've had some 
other intensely interesting hunts, 
but nothing so exciting as that crazy 
horse! 

FAVORITI AMMUNITION 
factory loads __ handloads ~ 

ADVICE TO ASPIRING 
HANDGUN HUNTIRS 

Plan on shooting a lot in practice. 

MOST IXCITING 
HANDGUN HUNT 

The last good, solid hit always 
takes precedence over whatever 
happened earlier. This would be 
dropping in his tracks a IO-point 
white tail. 
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~~ 
FAVORITI HANDGUN 

ANDCALIBIR 
small game (rabbits, squirrels) 
Colt Woodsman, . 22 LR. 
varmints (gophers, groundhogs) 
Contender, . 22 Magnum 
medium game (deer, antelope) 
Contender, . 3()() Savage 
big game (elk, bear, moose) 
Ruger Blackhawk, . 44 Magnum 
dangerous game (buffalo, lion) 
Ruger Blackhawk, . 44 Magnum 

FAVORITE HUNTING REVOLVER 
make/ model Ruger Super 
Blackhawk 
caliber . 44 Magnum 

FAVORITE SINGLl·UOT 
HUNTING PISTOL 

make/ model TIC Contender 
caliber .375 JDJ 

FAVORITI SIGHTS 
scope~ iron __ 
brand/ model Bausch & Lomb 

FAVORITI AMMUNITION 
factory loads _ _ handloads ~ 

ADVICE TO ASPIRING 
HANDGUN HUNTERS 

First of all, target practice is very 
important and, secondly, I would 
suggest a beginning hunter try 
hunting from a blind where he (or 
she) can duplicate the "target prac-
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Field Editor, Guns & Ammo, Hunting 

FAVORITI HANDGUN 
ANDCALIBIR 

small game (rabbits, squirrels) 
.22 LR. 
varmints (gophers, groundhogs) 
6mmBRRem. 
medium game (deer, antelope) 
7mmBRRem. 
big game (elk, bear, moose) 
.35Rem. 
dangerous game (buffalo, lion) 
None. I don't believe dangerous 
game should be hunted with any 
handgun. 

FAVORITE HUNTING REVOLVER 
make/ model Ruger Redhawk 
caliber . 44 Magnum 

FAVORITI SINGLl·SHOT 
HUNTING PISTOL 

make/ model XP-100 
caliber 7mm BR 

FAVORITE SIGHTS 
scope~ iron __ 
brand/ model Burris 

FAVORITE AMMUNITION 
factory loads __ hand loads~ 

ADVICE TO ASPIRING 
HANDGUN HUNftRS 

Carefully study everything avail
able on hunting handguns and car
tridges, practice faithfully in the 
field and never attempt to shoot 
game which is beyond your 
capabilities or that of your 
equipment. 

MOST IXCITING 
HANDGUN HUNT 

One of the most memorable was 
taking a five-point bull elk on the 
Salmon River while hunting with 
Steve Berrett. My bull was the first 
head of big game taken with a Con
tender in .357 Berrett chambering. 

tice situation" with a rest to insure lay. Tracy signaled for me to shoot 
success. before letting out a bellow that 

MOST IXCITING would have raised the dead. As I 
HANDGUN HUNT stood with my Stalker in position, 

While hunting moose on the Alas- another bull came charging right at 
kan peninsula, my guide, Tracy us! I fired, he shook his head and 
Vrem, and I stopped just over the shifted into high gear! A second 
top of a mountain to glass the area bullet hit his chest and he made a 
when we spotted a bull lying down sharp left turn into the brush. As 
in the alders below us. His antlers Tracy and I discussed following a 
gave him away. We crept forward wounded moose into the alders, we 
just inside the brush at the edge of heard a loud crash! 
an opening across from where he I had my moose! 
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DYNAMITE DERRINGERS 
Continued from page 45 

but it is quick and smooth. The internal pivot
ing hammer has good leverage and is large 
and heavy, insuring solid impact to prevent 
misfiring. The alternating striker plate is on 
the breechblock, not the hammer, and its 
movement is done by a diamond-shaped 
pivoting selector on top of the trigger bar. 
The firing pins are retracting inertia-type, 
and the rebounding hammer is blocked by the 
trigger bar when it is at rest. It's a really fine 
piece of engineering. 

Below the lower projection of the frame, 
which serves as a trigger guard, there is a 
small spring-powered lever which blocks the 
trigger against rearward movement until it is 
depressed by the second finger as the gun is 
grasped. It works exactly as intended, and is 
a positive safety system. 

The square post/square notch sights are 
unusually good for a gun of this type, though 
of course they are not likely to be used. The 
steel parts and the plastic of the grip frame 
have a matte finish , making the gun totally 
non-reflective. On the combat silhouette, I 
was able to keep two rapid-fire shots within 
six inches of each other, and both in vital 
target areas. The vertical back of the grip 

The functioning of both derringers was 
flawless, through a total of 50 rounds. Half 
were ordinary .38 Special loads, and half 
were .38 S & W by Remington. The TEC:38 
had very precisely-done chambers, and they 
had to be polished a little for the .38 S & W 
Both guns are actually chambered for .38 
Special, of course. I just think it's nice to have 
the option of the lighter .38 S & W load. F_or 
personal protection or law enforcement back
up, either gun will do the job dependably and 
safely. Since the days of the old Remington, 
derringers have come lmllM-
a long way. ~ 

BURRIS SCOPE 
Continued from page 40 

combination for varmints and deer. This 
summer I will be taking part in The Masters 
Tournament for the first time. A scope may 
be used in one event of the three that are 
fired- Precision, Action, and Long Range. 
Could this handgun/scope combination also 
be a possibility for the Long Range Event at 
The Masters? 

Handgun scopes have really progressed in 
the last 30 years, and Burris has been a real 
leader in that forward progress and now 
offers a complete line, many in Silver Safari 
finish as well as blue, plus a number are 
available with the PA feature. In addition to 
the 21/2 x - 7 x variable scope, Burris also 
offers a l1/z x -4 x scope which is now being 
offered as standard equipment on the Dan 
Wesson .44 Hunter Pac, plus other LER/IER 
scopes are available in 1 x , 2 x , 3 x , 4 x , 
5 x , 7 x , and the super long range 10 x . For 
a complete catalog send $1 to Burris Co. Inc., 
Dept AH, 331 E. 8th St. , ..,.._ 
Greeley, CO 80632. ~ 

1neeret 
£-'~o O to nds. to u .. ·~seco tA'''' ALL NEW 
'" ~~E~i2ADER 

COMP I 

send $1.00 (to cover 
postage & handhng) 
for our full-color 68 
page pocket edition 
1988 Catalog. Offer 
Expires 12-31-88. 

The latest innovation in 
speedloader technology .. . 
Safariland's Super Comp 
III. Spring driven action 
assures the fastest, most 
positive loading ever. 
Pouches available now. 

EASY TO HOLD , EASY TO USE. 

COMP II 
Designed for easy handling and quick 
loading, the Comp Il is uniquely suitable 
for uniform law enforcement applications. 

,. 

!;;j.\l=j.\I~ 11-'-\1\l l:J 
, , l 

1941 S. WA IK ER . DEPT AH 9/ 88. 
MO NROV IA. C A 91016 
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PLAXCO 
CUSTOM PISTOLS 

Highen qualify workmandip by a champion competitor: 
• IPSC National Champion 
• World Speed Shooting Champion ~ • SOF 3-gun Champion 
•Second chance Grand Champion K\TS .. 

The only pistolsmilh to ever win these championships S£Lf\\.l1'6 
oo-n-YOllR , tch bushin\~ 

For more information and gun specifications: 
J. Michael Plaxco, RI. I Box 203 
Roland, Arkansas 72135 
501·868-9787 

match barre\, ma Requites 
\ xco comP· 

and r a nandHttinl!.· 

YES, 1HERE ARE A FEW CALIBERS 
OF CUSIDMRELOADING DIES 

WEVEYET1D MAKE. 
At RCBS, we've made custom 

dies for everything from a 17 
Bumble Bee to a 577-500 Mag
rnnn Nitro Express. Over 3JOO 
different custom caliber dies in all. 

And every yeai; that number 
grows as we receive requests for 
one wildcat caliber or another 

Why all the fuss over custom 
die making? Its just 
one example of our 
on-going commit-

U?ien it comes to custom dies, 
Bill Keyes is our resident 
Big Gun. Got a qzu;stion? 

just give him a call 

ment to the serious reloader The 
kind of commitment you'd expect 
from the people who pioneered 
the art of reloading. 

Need a custom reloading or 
case forming die? Call RCBS. 
Chances are, we already have the 
tooling to make what you want If 
not, we'll gladly give it our best 
shot 

For orders or infonnation, 
call toll-free: 1-800-533-5000. 

RCBS 
Your Shoo~ Partnei: 

CCI, Speer. RCBS, Outers & We<JNer 
For a 1988 full line catalog, send $2. 00 for postage and handling to: 

Catalog, P.O. Box 1538, Lewiston, ID 83501 
© 1987 Omark Sporting Equipment Division of Blount, Inc. 

BUFF BUSTER 
Continued/rampage 71 

make a list of modifications which would 
improve performance in the hunting field . 

To enhance double-action rapid fire 
capability, I decided to use a muzzle com
pensator. Past IPSC experience had proven 
the effectiveness of compensators at reduc
ing muzzle rise. I also knew that the heav
ier the load, the more effective the compen
sator worked. Since I would only be using 
the heaviest loads in the Redhawk, I knew 
the muzzle brake would deliver top 
performance. 

I chose to build an expansion chamber 
compensator. One which when the bullet 
leaves the rifling of the barrel, it enters an 
oversized chamber with a gas venting port 
on top, then the bullet passes the frontal 
shield which is reduced down to just a few 
thousandths over bore diameter as the bul
let exits. I believe this system, if properly 
designed, is more effective than porting or 
venting the barrel only. 

I am very particular when it comes to 
accuracy in a hunting revolver. I decided 
the pistol should be rebarreled , using a 
stainless match grade tube. Changing the 
barrel had other advantages, in addition to 
improved accuracy - finished weight could 
be more closely controlled. 

The modified Redhawk I used on the 
1985 hunt weighed almost 65 ounces with
out the scope. I wanted my new gun to 
weigh around 52 ounces sans scope. I 
decided the overall barrel length should be 
no more than 6112-inches including the 
compensator. Testing showed that the 
heavy 300 grain bullets could still be 
driven at over 1500 fps from the shorter 
tube, so there wasn't any need for a longer 
barrel. 

Sights were next on my list. The most 
accurate barrel in the world is oflittle use if 
the sight system isn't up to the task of allow
ing the shooter to deliver the shot with the 
utmost accuracy. I decided I wanted iron 
and scope sight capability built into the 
revolver. I never have liked the looks of a 
scope on a revolver, but I can't deny it has 
its advantages under certain conditions. 
Those of us who have limited time in which 
to collect our trophies, appreciate the extra 
half hour of shooting time allowed at sunup 
and sundown when using a scope. I am 
fortunate to have good eyesight and in 
decent lighting conditions I can shoot 
about as well with iron sights as with a 
scope. But good lighting and clear open 
shots don't often avail themselves in the 
hunting field so it's nice to have the option 
of using the scope. 

The scope must be securely mounted yet 
be easily removed in the field. When 
reinstalled, it should go back to its original 
zero without additional adjustments. The 
scope mounting base must not interfere 
with the iron sight picture when the scope 
and ring combination is removed. 

I chose a Leupold 2X pistol scope for 
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this gun. It's light, fairly compact and it 
stands up to several hundred rounds of 
heavy loads before breaking. This last 
statement may sound like the scope isn't 
very durable, but I have found that tests I 
have done on other brand-name scopes 
showed breakages after just a few cylin
ders full of hot ammo. 

I believe iron sights are far better than a 
scope sight for use on dangerous game, 
which should always be taken at close 
range when using a revolver. I have defi
nite preferences when it comes to iron 
sights on a handgun. The front sight must 
be undercut slightly so it is unaffected by 
glare from the sun. This front blade should 
be machined with square, sharp edges and 
have a non-glare, flat black finish. 

I have never understood why so many 
gun manufacturers equip their hunting 
pistols with ramp front sights. Handgun 
hunting with iron sights is challenging 
enough without having to cope with the 
blinding glare of a red or orange front sight 
when the sun is in your face. 

My favorite rear sight is the Bo-Mar. 
The combination of a Patridge front sight 
and Bo-Mar rear gives me the best possible 
sight picture for accurate shooting. 

Dimensions of the front and rear sight 
are extremely important. On a 6" barrel 
revolver, I like the front sight to be .125" 
wide and the rear notch to be square and 
about .llO" in width. 

Unfortunately, the Bo-Mar sight was not 
adaptable to the Redhawk without exten
sive modifications, so a Millet rear sight, 
which installs in the Redhawk with no 
modifications, was chosen. This sight 
gives a similar sight picture to the Bo-Mar. 
I used the plain rear blade with no distract
ing white or orange lines to spoil my sight 
picture. 

Some trigger work would be necessary. 
The Redhawk has a fairly long double
action pull. This is not a problem if the pull 
is smooth. Factory revolvers have consid
erable overtravel. A trigger stop would 
need to be installed. Excess overtravel in a 
double-action revolver is ruinous to 
accuracy. Imagine the disruption that 
occurs when the heavy 8 to 10 pounds of 
pressure required to manipulate the trigger 
suddenly is released and slams back close 
to one quarter of an inch to the rear of the 
trigger guard. 

I like a double action trigger pull of 8 to 
10 pounds for a hunting revolver. This 
would be easy to achieve with complete 
reliability. 

Another important aspect of accurate 
field shooting is a fast lock time and a light 
hammerfall which still gives 100% reliable 
ignition of primers. To achieve this, I 
decided the hammer should be lightened. 

The stock Redhawk grips must have 
been designed for a child. They must be 
replaced. I like Hogue Monogrips either in 
fancy wood or rubber. Rogues give me the 
handfilling configuration necessary to have 
maximum control when shooting heavy 
loads. 

Now that I had decided on the modifica-

Route 2, Box 2292 • Perry, MO 63462 
Phone <314l 565-3261 

MEMBER AMERICAN PISTOLSMITHS GUILD 
send 51.00 For Catalog 

Tasco's original Pro-Point- recog
nized as the best electronic dot 
reticle scope on the market. Until 
now! Introducing Pro-Point, the 
Next Generation. Featuring ... 
• lithium battery power pack for 
longer life and consistent 
performance at any temperature. 
The new Pro-Point also comes with 
a Mercury Adaptor Kit for use with 
mercury batteries. 

•Battery housing designed for both 
right and left hand mounting. 

• New, improved Rheostat with 
Adjustable Click Stops. for precise 
control cl the red dot light inte~ity. 

The Best 
Gets 
Even 
Better 

N 
With our 30mm tubes, wider field cl 
view, unlimited eye relief, and 
brighter dot, Pro-Point gives you the 
performance edge. For pistol, rifle, 
shotgun and bow. 
Tasco Pro-Polnt?..the Choice 
of ProfessJonals. 
FOi' our full color Sporting Goods catalog. send S 2 
to Tasco Pro-Point, P.O Box 523735, Miami, Fl 
33152-3735. Or add $3 and receive 
both Sporting Goods 
and Binocular catalogs. 
In Canada, Optex Corp .. 
52 Lesmill Rd .. Don 
Mills. Ontario. 
Canada 
M3B2T5. 

"The only name you need to know In sports optics:' 
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PISTOL GRIPS 

STAG 

Ajax Grips are 
available for most 

makes and models 
of handguns. 

Dealer Inquiries 
Invited . 

A. JACK ROSENBERG & SONS 
11311 Slemmons, Ste. 5 Dallas, TX 75229 (214) 241-6302 

FOR ORDERS ONLY CALL OUR TOLL FREE NUMBER 1·800-527-7537 

C. T Brian Pistolsmithing 

C.T. BRIAN - PISTOLSMITHING 
1101 INDIANA COURT 
DECATUR, IL 62521 
217-429-2290 CATALOG - $2.00 

•l.P.S.C. •P.P.C. •DUTY - HOME DEFENSE •BULLSEYE 

A f~fttlll1\'l
1 

•N.R.A. ACTION 

tions I wanted, it was necessary to find a 
gunsmith who had the skill and engineer
ing ability to do the job. On a weekend in 
January 1986 while teaching an LS.I. com
petition shooting class, I saw LS.I. instruc
tor John Madigan shooting a modified 
Smith & Wesson Model 10 in .38 Special 
caliber. 

Naturally, like all dedicated gun enthusi
asts, I asked to examine it. This revolver 
was built for the NRA Bianchi Cup action 
shooting match. It had all the usual modi
fications, heavy match barrel, Aimpoint 
sight etc. I immediately noticed the fine fit 
and finish. Many match guns of this type 
are good shooters but lack attention to 
details. 

A closer examination revealed a beau
tifully machined muzzle compensator cut 
into the barrel. I noticed that there was 
almost no lead buildup around the expan
sion chamber. Lead buildup in this area can 
be a real problem with some compensator 
designs. This leads to many unhappy hours 
chipping away lead trying to remove the 
mess. As the expansion chamber fills with 
lead fouling, the zero of the pistol actually 
changes because the compensator loses its 
effectiveness. 

I asked John how many rounds he had 
fired without cleaning the expansion cham
ber. His reply was "Over five hundred ." 
The inside of the chamber was a smokey 
gray color, but there was no lead fouling. 

"Mind ifl fire a cylinder full?" 
Continued on page 105 

v (~()llNl~ll SEND FOR FREE CATALOG NOW 
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COMBAT CORNER CUSTOM PARTS AND ACCESSORIES 
Extended Speed Safety (BISS) . .. $15.95 
Commander Hammer (SS) ....... $16.95 
Match Extractor. . . ... . . $12.95 
Extended Ejector . ........ . ..... . $15.95 

Specify .38 Superl.45 
Extra Thick .45 Mag Pads . ... . .... $1.50 

Black, checkered neoprene 

Shooting Star Mag call for price 

Extended Magazine Release 
Assembly . . . .. . . ........ . .... $19.95 
SS Catch add $4.00 

Extended Magazine Button 
& Screw . .. .. . .......... .... ... $9.95 
Specify BISS 

Quickloader Magazine Well ... .... $6.00 
Slide Thumb Shield .............. $9.95 
Dealer prices on all COMBAT CORNER 

products and GORDON DAVIS 
LEATHER. Send FFL. 

NEW ... SWENSON AMBI WfTHUMBSHIELD-IMPROVED-69.95 
G. Davis # 32450 Competitive Edge . .. . $79.00 Bomar BMCS Rear Sight ............... $50.00 
G. Davis #114 Realist Belt ............... $28.00 Wilson SS Competition .45 8 rd Mag .... . $25.95 
G. Davis #45MP Double Mag Pouch . .... . $23.00 Wilson SS Competition .45 7 rd Mag ..... $22.95 
Ernie Hill 666F Fender Holster ....... . .. $84.00 Mag Pack .45 8 rd .45 Mag ...... . .. . . .. . $23.95 
Ernie Hill 1DM Double Mag Pouch ... .... $30.00 Mag Pack 8 rd .45 Mag Kit ... ... .... . .. .. $8.25 
Ernie Hill #134 Competition Belt ... .. .... $46.00 Wilson Shok Buff Washer ................ $1 .00 
Breskovich Advantage Grip System . . .. . . $45.00 Wilson Commander Hammer .. . . .. . ..... $23.95 
Swenson Ambidextrous Safety .......... $48.50 Wilson Extended Combat Ejector ........ $20.95 
Wilson Beaver tail Grip Safety (BISS) ..... $20.95 Wilson Adjustable Trigger ............... $16.50 
King #206 Wide Spur Grip Safety (BISS) .. $25.00 Wilson Match Quality Extractor .......... $13.95 
Wilson LE-K Compensator Kit (.45) ..... $250.00 Shaw SPEED·E-LOAD Magwell (BISS) . . . $26.00 
Clark Pinmaster Compensator (.45) ..... $270.00 "I SHOOT HOSTAGES" Halpin .. . .... .. .. $4.25 
Clark 6 " Steel .45 Barrel. . ......... . $130.00 Rogers Combat Assault Holster . ......... $75.00 
Wichita Combat Rear Adjustable Sight . .. $54.50 Ed Brown Beavertail Grip Safety ........ $29.00 

Check, Money Order, Mastercard, 
Visa & COD Orders Accepted 

Phone Orders: Mon-Fri 4·10 EST 

Add 1°0 Per Order 
For Shipping 

NY State 
Residents 
Add 7% Sales Tax 

Jim: 
(716) 672-4218 
Mike: 
(716) 627-3762 

Order & Payment to: Combat Corner, .R.D. #1, 9518 Rt. 60, Fredonia, NY 14063 
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SILHOUETTE CHAMP 
Continued from page 36 

TJ: Which guns are you using in 
competition? 
BC: I'm using a 7-TCU Contender in Pro
duction and Standing, but currently I'm 
working up loads for the 7mm UR Merrill. 
The cartridges are about equal, however, 
the superb balance and grip angle of the 
Merrill should be worth an extra one or 
two points in standing. I'll stick with the 
.357 Super Mag. Seville in Revolver. For 
Unlimited, I use my 6.5BC. The gun is a 
rebuilt XP-100 having a Hart bench rest 
stainless barrel, iron Gun Works sights, 
front and rear, an 8 ounce trigger pull and a 
free floated barrel. The guns I make differ 
in no way from my personal gun. My confi
dence in them is such that not only are they 
satisfaction guaranteed and test fired for 
group, but also I will usually shoot a match 
with each to make sure everything is func
tioning properly. 
TJ: What is your most memorable shoot
ing incident? 
BC: One of the most remarkable things 
was when Sonny McGhee cleaned the 175 
meter turkeys with 10 straight head shots! I 
called the first hit "high and right." The 
second shot was also high and right. 
"Sonny," I advised, "change your sights
you're constantly high and right." 

"I don't know Boyd,'' Sonny responded, 
"Something wrong- I just can't hold today. 
I'm afraid a sight change will just make 
things worse!" So, that's how the first five 
hits went. 

At the break to reset the targets, I again 
advised a sight change. And again I got a 
similar response "Bad day, bad day, I just 
can't hold 'em." I feared telling Sonny his 
five hits were all in the head because that 
might spook him. The procedure was 
repeated on the second bank: I called "high 
and right" and Sonny would mutter "bad 
day." And again all five hits in the head. 

When the last turkey fell, I ran over to 
the match director and had him stop the 
match, before the target setters could paint 
the targets. The director told the setters to 
reset the targets and by the time we walked 
down range the five turkeys were all stand
ing. All had two hits in the head. I guess 
this proves Murphy's Law has an inverse
sometimes things are not as bad as they 
seem, or feel! 
TJ: But what of yourself-have you done 
something particularly memorable? 
BC: Well ... yes. I shot at the Inaugural 
International. I had just built a new gun and 
I was sure everything was within specs. 
When the gun was inspected, the barrel 
was found to be too long. In truth, there 
were two mistakes: mine was that I thought 
the barrel length rule was from the bolt 
face to the end of the rifling which made my 
gun 1!t6 of an inch too long. The other was 
the measurement rod was 1!t6 of an inch too 
short when I taped it. 

So, I asked the official, "You got a 

•Pat Pend. Money Order , VIS4 .I -~ arc certified Check lffi _ 

• 30mm Tubes 
• Glass Tapered 

Dot Reticle 
• Pro-Class™ 

Warranty 

Built to withstand today's wildcat 
cartridges and backed by Tasco's 
exclusive Pro-Class Warranty, Pro-Class 
pistol scopes 
arethenew 
industry 
standard for 
accuracy and 
dependabilit}l 

Try A Trigger Finger Quick* Ambi
dextrous Magazine Release for Colt 
1911 Autos from Egan & Blackburn 

Absolutely rio alteration 
of frame. Faster Mag Re-

lease using the speed 
in your Trigger Finger. 

Installs in seconds 

14836 Lincoln St. S.E. 
Minerva, Oh 44657 
216-868-5206 

Scope fails for any reason in your 
lifetime, we'll repair or replace it FREE.* 

Match the scope with Tasco Pro-
Mounts and Rings for a complete, 
professionally designed system. 
*Except for $ IO postage and handling ~· 
Sena for complete warranty details. 

Utsco Pro-Class~~-the Choice 
of Professionals. 

We built Pro- .__ _______ __ 
Fol a full color Sporting Goods Catalog send 

Class for performance ... with 30mm 
tubes • Stronger, more rigid scope 
design • Wider field d view • Increased 
range d eye relief• Brighter Image • 
and Glass Tapered Dot Reticles. 

And we back it ... with the best 
warranty available. If a P.ro-Class 

S 2 to Tasco Pro-Class, P.O Box 523735, 
Miami, Fl 33152-3735. Or send $3 and 
receive both Sporting Goods 
and Binocular catalogs. In 
Canada, Optex Corp.. 
52 Lesmill Rd .• Don Miiis, 
Ontario, Canada 
M382T5. 

"The only name you need to know In sports optics:' 
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LEE "NO LUBE" COLLET DIES 
Cases need not be lubed and they last ten times longer 
than those loaded with other brands of neck sizing dies. - -
These are the only dies made that come with a 
written guarantee of best target accuracy! 

GUARANTEE 
These dies will load 

more ammunition than 
any other equipment. Die set includes its own instructions, with 3498 

load data, powder dipper and shell holder. 
(See writtell guaralltee with dies). 

~ LEE PRECISION, INC. ~ 4275 Highway U Hartford Wisconsin 53027 Send 'l.OO tor your 20-page Lee catalog! 

Qn the 30th Anniversary of the $9. 95 Lee wader, 
Lee presents the 

llllf llMllll 
WITH BUILT-IN PRIMER CATCHER 

Thu can buy this 
full size press foronlysgss 
with the purchase of 
Lee Dies & Priming Tool 

A FULL SIZE RELOADING PRESS 
that accepts all standard dies and 

shell holders. Powerful, compound 
linkage easily full length sizes 
magnum cases. 

Exclusive balanced lever won't 
drop to pinch fingers. 

Made from high strength 46,000 
lb. p.s.i. alloy, with a baked plastic 
finish, built-in primer catcher and 
generous hand clearance that only a 
'C' -frame press can offer. A quality 
built press with unlimited 2-year 
guarantee. 

The RELOADER press, set of 
Lee Dies and any Lee Priming Tool 
are all you need to start reloading. 

A 832 .00 Value Far Only ss.951 
THIS LIMITED TIME* OFFER IS TOO GOOD TO PASS UP! SEE YOUR PARTICIPATING DEALER TODAY. 

The Lee Loader was invented 30 years ago. 
Back in 1958, it cost $9. 9 5 when a gallon of gas 
was 25 cents and a new car could be had for 
around $2, 000. The "Reloader" is our thanks 
for 30 fine years and our hope that it will start 
another million shooters into the fascinating and 
fun hobby of reloading! 

*Expires December 31, 1988. 

1111• SEND $l,OO FOR YOUR 
20-PAGE CATALOG 

JAMMED FULL OF RELOADING BARGAINS! 

LEE PRECISION, INC. 
4275 HIGHWAY U HARTFORD WI 5 3027 

hacksaw?" He was shocked, "You're not 
going to hack off the barrel of this. gun are 
you?" "What's a guy to do!'', I said, "I just 
travelled 2,000 miles to shoot in this match 
so I'm not gonna let 1/s of an inch stop me!" 

Off I dashed to Manufacturers Row, got 
a hacksaw and borrowed a vice and hacked 
off 3/4 of an inch of barrel. Then ran over to 
RCBS's table, borrowed a case deburring 
tool and twisted it around until I had some 
semblance of a muzzle crown. Back up to 
the stat officer I ran and breathlessly pre
sented my gun for reinspection just as I was 
being called to the line. Of course it 
checked out! "You're really going to shoot 
this thing," the officer asked. "Yep!" and off 
to the Chickens I dashed. 

Amazingly, as horrible as it looked, the 
"hack job" didn't affect accuracy at all! I 
cleaned the Chickens and Pigs and as the 
tale of my metallurgical skill got around I 
started to attract a crowd. Everybody 
wanted to see the gun. After I cleaned the 
Turkeys and moved on the Rams, I had a 
regular gallery just like Arnold Palmer. By 
now, I was really having fun listenin~ to 
comments like: "That fool country boy JUSt 
chopped the end of his gun off." 

So I hammed it up with a lot of Aw 
Shucks stuff. I got into my Creedmore, 
then just sort of relaxed. A voice called out 
"Hey buddy-where you gonna set your 
sights?" I knew I needed eight clicks of 
elevation at the Rams and that eight clicks 
would put the screw on a line parallel to the 
barrel, exactly one half turn. "Well, Ah 
rightly doesn't know- maybe's all ah's do is 
jus' give it a yank and use a little country 
windage," I drawled. With a flourish, I 
took my screwdriver and gave it a yank, 
exactly one half turn. 

They just freaked out, "Holy Jeez you 
see that" - "I don't believe it" - "It'll never 
work" and other such things had me chuck
ling so hard it was difficult to keep my 
sights aligned. But, I cleaned the Rams and 
scored my first 80. 

Back I go to get the gun rechecked. 
"How'd you do?" the official laughed. 
"Okay, I'd like to get my gun rechecked," I 
said. "Why?", he asked. "Because the rules 
say when you shot an 80 the gun has to be 
rechecked," I said. He was in shock! The 
crowd was murmuring. Never-I mean 
never-have I had ., 
so much fun! 

HANDGUN HUNTING 
Colltinuedfrompage 24 

job. In handguns the choices are much 
more limited and the knowledge of well 
designed bullets is of considerable impor
tance as is the knowledge of anatomy of the 
animal and the ability to hit the right spot 
from the angle presented. 

As a rule of thumb, it is very desirable 
for the bullet to strike about one-third of the 
way up from the bottom of the chest angled 
to strike the heart or lungs. In my opinion, 
this will give you the greatest margin of 
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error in bullet placement and still result in 
an efficient kill. 

Agun I think well worth mentioning is the 
1"'\.Browning .22 semi-automatic. I've 
been shooting one of the long, heavy barrel 
models with the full-length scope mount 
for a few months and I'm really impressed 
with it. 

The one I have is outstandingly accurate 
with several varieties of ammunition . It is 
reliable beyond belief without a single jam 
even in quite cold temperatures. 

One of my favorite games with it has 
been hitting empty shotshells and skipping 
them across the ice until I was either unable 
to see or hit them anymore. Most of the 
time it turned out to be unable to see them. 

The long barrel model is a little longer 
than I personally like for a carrying .22 and 
it feels a little muzzle heavy to me after a 
couple boxes of shells. Think I'll cut it 
down to about six or seven inches and see 
what it feels like. If the rest of them are as 
good as the one I have, you can't go wrong 
in buying one. Even the out-of- lllllll!llt
the-box trigger pull is acceptable. ~ 

TAFFIN TESTS 
Continued from page 5 I 

grains of Unique makes an excellent load in 
the 900-1000 fps range for Colt Single 
Actions and S&W Model 25-5's. 

For high performance loading in the 
stronger Ruger Blackhawks, there are a 
number of heavyweight bullets that will shoot 
even more accurately, at least in my experi
ence, than the 260 grain bullets. If I had· to 
pick just one heavyweight bullet for the 
Ruger .45 Colt it would be NEI's #310.451, a 
310 grain Keith style serni-wadcutter, that 
like the 260 grain SWC's, has a large frontal 
area for maximum shock plus extra weight 
for penetration. 

For use in the Ruger .45 Single Actions 
only, I prefer 22. 0 grains of WW296 for right 
around 1200 fps. This load is adequate for 
anything I will ever run into in Idaho game 
fields and recoil, while noticeable, is not at 
the punishing stage. To my knowledge, Bul
lets By Bridges is the only source of 300 grain 
SWC bullets for those who do not cast their 
own. 

Both 300 grain bullets designed for the 
.45-70 , Lyman's #457191 and RCBS's 
#45-300FN are capable of very good perfor
mance in the .45 Colt if loaded properly. 
They are designed to be sized at .458 11

, so I 
size them in three stages. First they go 
through a .457 11 sizing die, then through a 
.454 11 die, and finally through a .452 11 or 
.451 11 die. If the attempt is made to bring 
these bullets to . 452 11 in one stage, the grease 
grooves disappear. 

Factory loadings for the .45 Colt are still 
pretty sparse. The choice is 250-255 grain 
lead bullets at 850 fps or 225 grain hollow
points at 800-900 fps. This may soon change 
as custom loaders are starting to bring out 
"Plus P" .45 Colt loads. The jacketed bullet 

OGLESBY & OGLESBY 
GUNMAKERS, INC. 

• IPSC 
• PPC 
•DUTY 
•NRA 
•CUSTOM 

Send $2.00 For Brochure 

R.R . 5, Springfie ld , IL 62707 

World Standard Guns 

(2 17) 487-7100 

---------...... r---- 10 Videos to help you enjoy hunting and shooting more . • 

1 Order two or more and shipping is FREE! 

I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I TOTAL TAPES: QTY. $$ Ship to : I 

ADO $3.00 S&H for ea. tape Address __________ _ 

(Order TWO or more and shipping 1s FREE!) City I 
I (CA residents add 6 5% sales tax) State Zip 

TOTAL ENCLOSED $ ----
D CHECK/MO o MCNISA SEND TO: GUNS VIDEOS HG 9 J 

Llo 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200 
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WILSON COMBAT 
Match Trigger . . . . . . . 15.00 
Ullralile Match Trigger. Long .. 17.95 
Comma.1der Hammer (Narrowed) . . ... 19.00 
Stainless Commander Hammer (Narrowed) . . 23.00 
Standard Coll Commander Hammer . . 23.95 
Standard Coll Commander Hammer. SS . 25.95 
7 Round 45 Auto Magazine with Pad . . 2 1 .00 
?rd 45 Magazine with Extended Base Pad 23.00 
8 Round 45 Auto Magazine with Pad . 25.00 
8rd 45 Magaz ine with Extended Base Pad 27.00 
10rd 38 Super Magazine . . 27.95 
10rd 38 Super Magazine w1lh Extended Pad . 28.95 
LE-K 45 Auto Compensator Kil . . 245.00 
LE-K 38 Super Compensator Kil w/Ramp Bbl . 265.00 
Accu-Comp LE-K 38spr w/Ramp Bbl . . . 265.00 
6 Shok Butts 6.00 
Extended Thumb Safety (Blue/Stainless) . 24.00 
Extended Slide Release (Blue/Stainless) . . . 26.00 
Recoil Springs 12 & 20 lb. for commander . 4.00 
Recoil Spnngs 9. 10, 12. 15. 17, 18¥2 lb for Govt. 4.00 
Group Gripper Govl/Commander . . .... 22.00/27.00 
Barrel Bushings (Blue/Stainless) . 13.00 
Extended E1ec lor 45 or 38 Super . 19.00 
Recoil Guide Rod Kil W/Spnngs & Shok Butts . . . 33.00 
Beaverla11 Grip Safely (Blue/Stainless) . . 19.00 
The Combat 45 Auto Book by Bill Wilson 12.00 
Checkered Front Strap (Blue/Stainless) . . . . 15.00 
Barrel Link Ki! Includes 5 Links . . 2 1.00 
Slide Thumb Guard . 14.00 
1 Piece Guide Rod Govt or Comm . 24.00 
2 Piece Guide Rod 5" or 6" 34.00 
Extended Magazine Release . 21 .00 
Checkered Ma1nspnng Housing Flat/Arched . 35.00 
Mag Well (Blue/Stainless) . . 30.00 
3-0ot Sights . 34.00 
Deluxe High V1sab1lily Combat Sights .. 35.00 
High Visabilily Combat Sights . . 27.00 

~1~;~ i~~~1e~r~~~1.; 1gg~ 
Ambidextrous Safely, Blue or SS .... 48.50 
Full Length Guide Rod with 

Group Gnpper, Govt. or Comm . 
S&W L Frame Underlug 6" Blue or SS 
PPC Bull Bbl Underlug . 
Extractor 45acp 70 or 80 Senes 
Ex tractor 38spr 70 or 80 Senes 
Bo-Mar Rear Sigh! .. 
Slide Release Blue/Stainless 

'''' .36.95 
. 45.00 
. 32.00 
' 14.95 

14.95 
52.00 
19.9S 

METALFORM MAGAZINES 
High Quality Match Grade Magazines by Me1alforn1 
Blue Steel w/Flal Follower: 
9mm . .. ...... 11.00 38 Super . 
Stainless Steel w/Flal Follower 
9mm . 15. 50 38 Super . 
45acp Rounded Follower Blue . 

Stainless . 
Shaw Mag Pad installed w/screws . 

10.50 

. 17.00 
10.00 

. 16.00 
3.00 

Remington + P 
38 SUPER BRASS 

Nickle Plated. Unprimed 
Un-Plated. Unprimed 

1,000 
.95 .00 
. ~0 . 00 

SHAW·VIDEKI - SPEEDLOADERS 
"You Can't Miss" by John Shaw . 10.00 
"Shoo! lo Win" by John Shaw . 12.00 
Videk1 Extended Efector ..... 14.50 
Long Maleh Trigger . . 12.00 
Long Match w/3 holes (speed trigger) . . 13.00 
Gold Cup Trigger w/3 holes . 14.00 
Rubber Mag Base Pads . 1.50 
6 Shaw Base Pads w/self tapping screws 9.00 
Shaw speed E load Mag Well (Blue Stainless) .. 26.00 
Shaw Pro Shooters Bag . 69.95 
Rogers E-Z Mag Well . 7.00 
Rogers Combat 12 ga Shell Holder . 8.00 
Ultra V1b 18 Brass Polisher ........ 115.00 
HK S Speed Loaders (all sizes) . 6.75 
Safanl2nd Comp II Speed Loaders S&W K& L 6.75 

ROGERS SAFARILAND 
Combat Assault 5" or 6" Auto . 
Steel Challenge 4" rev or 5" auto . 
Steel Challenge 6" rev or comp auto . 

g~rr;1~1~1~~i~1;~df~1~&9~ f~L:~k le . 
Double Mag Pouch 
Triple Mag Pouch . 
Idaho Reloader (angle ad1uslable) 
Triple Speed Loader Pouch . 
Single Speed Loader Pouch (metal) . 
Single Magazine Holder (metal) 
Final Option . 

- Block 
Brown _ .. 

' 68.00 7 4.00 
62.00 68.00 

.67.00 73.00 

. 68.00 73.00 

. 37.00 37.00 

. 21.00 25.00 
.. 31.00 36.00 

16.00 16.00 
15.50 15.50 

4.75 
4.75 

85 .50 

BLACK BASKET , 
Now 1n Stock - Call for Prrces1 

ERNIE HILL SPEED LEATHER 
Col l Govt & Comp models. Holsters are made 1n Vi'' 
increments for perfect gun fit. 5". SW'. 6". 6W'. 7". 
All items 1n stock. Plain Black available by Special order. Call 
for help when ordenng if needed. We're always g lad to 
help. 

666F Leatham/Enos Series 
- Brown Brown _ .. 

New 2-piece Fender Model . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84.00 94 00 
666F Now available for S&W 645 & 7 45 . . . 84.00 94.00 
Stock Revolver 4" & 6" for S& W 

K-L-N Frame . . .... 85.00 95.00 
PPC 6" S&W K-L-N Frame 
Open Front for Ribs & Scopes . . . . . 
Double Mag Pouch-Available Stra ight Up, 

Ang le Back or Ang le Forward . 
Fender Sicigle Mag Pouch . . . 
Fender Double Mag Pouch . 
Fender Triple Mag Pouch . . . . . . . 
Competition Bel l (spnng steel lined) . 

85.00 95.00 

.28.00 34.00 

. 24.00 30.00 

. 38.00 42.00 
.. 42.00 48.00 

. 42.00 52.00 

OFFICIAL IPSC TARGETS 
Ille only euttlorlnd 18rget 

1,000 per Box . 

for Ille next n.. years 
100 - 42¢ each 
500 - 38¢ each 

1.000 - 36¢ each 

3.00 

----EASY TO ORDER----
Mall in your order along w1th certified. allow 3 weeks for Personal checks to clear. Describe your order as c learly as possible and 
include your phone number. OR 

Call in your order anytime. We accept VISA, MasterCard and UPS COD (Sorry, no COD's on Bullets). Feel free to call if you have 
questions aOOut any items listed or for help w ith ordenng_ 

WE PAY THE FREIGHT TO YOU 
• Dealers send FFL for Dealer Price List. ~ 

situation has changed dramatically with 
Sierra (240 grain) , Homady (250 grain)', and 
Speer (260 grain) , all offering jacketed hol
low-points. I've used all these with good suc
cess on silhouettes. 

The .45 Colt will serve as a fine silhouette 
pistol if 240-260 grain bullets are used for 
chickens, pigs, and turkeys, and the 300 
grainers reserved for the rams. It is unfortu
nate for the lovers of the .45 Colt that no one 
has seen fit to bring out a long range .45 Colt 
with precision sights. Perhaps the new Dan 
Wesson will fill the bill. 

With proper handloads, the .45 Colt, 
which has been around since the Nineteenth 
Century, can be a first rate defensive, hunt
ing, or silhouette cartridge. I hope both of us 
enter the Twenty-First Century ~ 
together. ~ 

CLARK PIN MASTER 
Continued from page 49 

through more than a thousand rounds and, 
when the trigger of my normal competition 
gun went out and it decided to rock and roll , 
the Pin Master became my match gun as 
well. Hi love to say that it made me an instant 
match winner, but too many people have seen 
me shoot to buy that, and it's better to be 
truthful anyhow. Any mistakes weren't the 
fault of the gun for it worked perfectly 
through two matches. 

ALI in all, the Clark Pin Master is a very 
pleasing gun, both to look at and to shoot. 
Jim Clark has built an enviable reputa
tion for good custom guns for over 
30 years and the Pin Master 
fits right in. 

COR BON BULLETS 
Continued from page 57 

actually having two bullet cores in one. 
Briefly, the H-frame works by dividing the 
bullet jacket into two parts with a midline 
belt of copper jacket separating the two 
cores. The frontal core is soft lead and the 
jacket is relatively thin which facilitates 
expansion. The rear core is hard lead and 
the jacket is thicker to retard the front por
tion's expansion and thereby insure 
penetration . 

The basic flaw in the H-frame design is 
that the cores and the jacket are separate 
and if flesh, gristle, bone or sinew gets in 
between the jacket and the core, it peels off 
the jacket like a banana. There is no integ
rity between the jacket and the core. Also, 
the front portion is prone to disintegrate on 
impact because it is too soft. 

Various attempts have been made to 
make the core and jacket a cohesive whole. 
The Speer "Hot Core" process achieves 
this by pouring hot, molten lead into the 
jacket so the lead "sticks" to the jacket. The 
Remington "Core Lokt" is another exam
ple of an effort to harmonize jacket and 
core. But none of these bullet designs 
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remotely approach the latest bullet tech
nology employed by Cor Bon. 

Core bonding is the newest method of 
anchoring the core to the jacket and it is the 
only method that works 100%. The reason 
is chemistry- the copper jacket and the 
lead core become one in a new alloy. Dave 
Corbin explains the concept in his excellent 
new book, The Directory of Custom Bullet 
Makers. 

''.A recent development is the use of a 
non-solder bonded core. This technique 
uses a special fluxing chemical to lower the 
surface tension of the molten lead enough 
to allow lead atoms to migrate into the 
copper-zinc matrix of the jacket material 
itself. The chemical also floats both copper 
and lead oxides so that migration of lead 
atoms can take place in the absence of an 
oxide barrier. 

"Borrowing from the semi-conductor 
(micro-chip) fabrication analogy, the 
'doping' of the jacket with lead atoms con
tinues with elevated temperature and 
extended time, so that an actual alloy bond 
results instead of a solder bond. The alloy 
bond far exceeds the 1,000 psi tensile 
strength oflead." 

Corbin goes on to relate the results of 
extensive testing of core bonded bullets: 

"The bonded core bullet seldom if ever 
(never in a long series oftests conducted by 
Corbin and by hunters cooperating with 
Corbin) is found with the core separated 
from the jacket. In most instances, the 
retained weight is within 75% to 100% of 
original weight regardless of the degree of 
expansion. This makes sense because a 
force great enough to separate core and 
jacket would have to be enough to either 
totally abrade away the core (very unlikely 
since even sand traps fail to do this) or to 
cause total destruction the jacket." 

There is much more information on the 
core bonding technology and concise, sci
entific explanations of the defects in the 
H-frame or partition design in Corbin's 
interesting and informative book, which I 
highly recommend to serious hunters. The 
book is available from Corbin, 600 Indus
trial Circle, Dept. AH, White City, OR, 
97503. 

Which brings us to the Cor Bon Custom 
Bullets for handgun hunters. Cor Bon 
offers the new bonded core construction in 
only two handgun calibers, .44 Magnum 
and .454 Casull. However, there are also 
rifle bullets available, with thinner jackets 
for handgun velocities, for the more popu
lar wildcat calibers found in the various 
custom made XP-IOOs and Contenders. 
Calibers include .375, .308, .270, .423 
and 7mm. 

Noted handgun hunter Larry Kelly of 
Mag-Na-Port has championed the Cor Bon 
bullets on many hunts. Larry's extensive 
handgun hunting adventures have yet to 
yield a single failure of the Cor Bon bul
lets-and he's shot Cape buffalo and lion! 
Concerning the Cor Bon 280 grain bonded 
core bullet for the wildcat .375 JDJ caliber, 
Larry says: 

Continued on page 86 

HOnly The Shadow Knows .. 
lttTltODOClttG 

l!w~ ~[fJ@®®W 00 
Ultra-Concealment Holster 100°10 Hcmdmode 

The SHADOW II is a 100% handcrafted 
top-grade leather holster that defies detec· 
lion. It is specially designed for versatility, 
allowing the wearer to position it for cross 
draw, straight draw or FBI-style forward 
tilt and still have a smooth, fast draw. Fits 
all popular revolvers and automatics with 
up to 4-inch barrels, including: Smith & 
Wesson .44 Mag, Colt and S&W .45 Cal. 
autos and the Glock 17 9mm. 

The SHADOW II is priced at $42. 95, an 
outstanding value for this sturdy, comfort· 
able holster that will give you a lifetime of 
service and concealment. Add $3.95 for 
shipping & handling. 

DEfiLER INQUIRIES WELCOME 
Please call or write for further information: 

IDEAL FOR APARTMENT DWELLERS DESIGN , YOUR BODY WE IGHT IS SUS· 
WITHOUT A GARAGE FOR A HEAVY PENDED ON THE SAME FRAME WITH 
BENCH. TAKE INTO THE HOUSE WHEN THE PRESS. CO NSEOUE NTLY. NO 
GARAGE IS TOO HOT OR COLD. TAKE TABLE MOVEMEN T PUSH & PULL 
TO THE RANGE TO DEVELOP PE T WORKS AGAINST YOUR BODY TABLE 
LOADS WITH YOU R FAVORITE PRESS WILL NOT LIFT OFF THE FLOOR. 
DOES NOT BOLT TO FLOOR DUE TO 

ALL WELDED TUBULAR STEEL FRAME 
• Rubber floor mounts prevent sc ratch

ing floors 
• Pre-drilled for major presses 
• Only weighs 28 pounds 

• Ball beanng swivel seat 
• Breaks down to 30 " x 19 " fo r 

portability 

PORTABLE RELOADING UNIT $67 .00 
2 PLASTIC BOXES FOR EMPTY CASES, BULLETS & LOADED ROU ND INCL. 

Visa and Mastercard welcome I I 
California residents add 6% sales tax -VISA 
We ship F.0.B Marysvi lle, California 

THE PISTOL SAFE FROM B. SAFE~ 
Removable false 
floor cover 

Pistol Safe 
will house 7 
handguns with 
barrel lengths 
to 8V2". 

NOT JUST A SAFE ••• 
BUT AN IN-FLOOR 
SAFE. 
Lock-away your valuable handguns and 
keep them out-of-sight . . . from the kids, 
from the casual guest, and from the thief. 
You can install the B. Safe® Pistol Safe 
anywhere in the house, between the 
floor joists, or in a concrete floor. Close 
enough to get 
to but practically 
impossible to 
find. The cost of 
a B. Safe® Pistol 
Safe is $375. 
We like to think 
of it as cheap 
insurance. 
For a free brochure and order form , write 
to: B. Safe, Inc., Dept. H, P.O. Box 
8067, Englewood, CO 80110, or call 
(303) 781-1544. 
© Copyright 1988, B. Sale, Inc. 
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Ber et ta is not exempt from the new test. 

M9 CONTROVERSY 
Continued f rom page 59 

' 'unfair' ' to Smith and Wesson and SIG and ordered a new 
test , but exempted Beretta f r om the competition on the 
basis that Beret ta had passed the XM9 test . 

Since the XM9 began in 1981, two new 9mm pistols have 
entered the market , t he Glock 17 and the Ruger P- 85 . A Ruger 
spokesman told Amer ican Handgunner that the P- 85 will enter 
the new competit i on. 

A spokesman for Glock said , ' 'No comment' ' when asked by 
American Handgunner if Glock planned to enter the new test . 

SIG refused to participate because , SIG claimed , it is 
unfa i r t o gi ve Beret ta a ' ' bye' ' when the SIG P- 226 also had 
passed XM9. 

Smi th and Wesson declined to participate in the test 
because the company cla i med it is unfair to exempt Beret ta . 

The test began with only two entries, Ruger ' s P- 85 and the 
CZ- 75. The test was discontinued on April 29, 1988 pri or to 
completion when the May 10 call for an entire new test was 
issued . 

According to the ter ms of the contract awarded to Beretta 
at t he completion of the XM9 test , over 180 , 000 pistols have 
been delivered to the armed forces at this time . If the new 
test results in any wi nner other than Beret ta, the armed 
serv i ces could have t wo different 9mm pistols. The original 
intent of the XM9 was to standar dize on one issue- sidearm . 

POINT 

No problem exists with the military 
M9 pistol. US Government engineers 
have extensively examined the metal
lurgy, dimensions and manufacturing of 
the M9 pistol and can find nothing 
which indicates that the cause of the 
breakage lies with the weapon. US Gov
ernment examiners have commented on 
the remarkable quality of the weapon. 1 

M9 pistols are not to be fired for 
familiarization or training purposes. 
Users shall inspect the front inside cor
ners of the locking block cutout for any 
indications of cracks. 2 

American Handgunner will follow the new round of testing 
closely and keep you i nformed --m:. 
of the results . ~ 

The two incidents occurred with 
non-NATO certified ammunition during 
non-standard, continuous endurance 
firing. Preliminary analysis by Beretta 
indicates that the ammunition may pro
duce pressures exceeding 50,000 psi, 
or almost double the pressure of a stan
dard cartridge. 3 

Two incidents of complete slide 
breakage in the subject 9mm pistol 
have occurred recently. The first was 
encountered by U.S. Navy while firing 
non-NATO 9mm ammunition. The sec
ond was realized by the U.S. Army dur-

-

COUNTER-POINT 

ing conduct of engineering tests. This 
failure occurred while firing U.S. 9mm 
M882 ammunition.4 

One million slides of this type have 
been manufactured to date. No other 
reports of breakage of this type have 
ever occurred in the history of the 
weapon. Law enforce1nent and military 
confidence in the weapon remains 
high. 5 

Subject: Officer Safety 
We are in possession of a Navy 

Directive that states that the slide must 
be replaced at 3,000 rounds. With this 

uni 

Foam padded sheepswool 

Send $2. for Color Catalog (Refundable with first order) 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY _____ STATE ___ ZIP 

MAIL TO : Desantis Holster & Leather 
149 Denton Avenue, New Hyde Park, NY 11040 

AH9 Dealers Write on letterhead ud Elclose FFL 
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in mind, it is our suggestion that if your 
weapon is approaching or has passed 
this number, you no longer carry it as 
your duty weapon until such time as 
Beretta USA finds a permanent solu
tion to the matter. 

IF YOU HAVE PASSED 3,000 
ROUNDS, DO NOT FIRE THE 
WEAPON UNDER ANY CIRCUM
STANCES. IT MAY RESULT IN PER
SONAL INJURY.6 

1. Beretta USA Corp., May 10, 1988, ''M9 Slide 
Update" 

2. Department of the Navy, Naval Weapons Sup
port Center, March 1, 1988; ref. COMNAV
SEASYSCOM msg P221942Z Feb 88 (NOTAL) 

3. Beretta, p. 1 
4. Navy, p. 1 
5. Beretta, p. 2 
6. Minneapolis Police Department, Interoffice 

Communication, Subject: Officer Survival, March 31 , 
1988 

BOOK 
REVIEWS 
Revolvers 1870-1940 by Ian V. Hogg. 74 
pages, 152 illustrations. Hardbound, format 
Sh by 8314 inches. Arms and Armour Press, 
London, 1984. Available from Blacksmith 
Corporation, Box 424, Southport, CT 
06490. $12.95. 

The British writer of this little collector's 
guide is well-known to American readers for 
several more extensive works in the handgun 
field . In this volume, his intended purpose 
was to supply a quick reference that would be 
helpful to revolver collectors, giving infor
mation on identification, condition, and val
ues. The book succeeds on all points. 

In the introduction , his advice on condition 
wisely follows our NRA standards. His price 
guidelines are as of 1984-85, but they still 
afford a good starting place. And, some of 
the items haven't changed in value that much 
over the past years. Values are given by 
"groups," identified by letters 'W.' through 
"E ," and they are given both in British Pounds 
and American Dollars. On page eleven , 
under the heading "Recommended Reading," 
there is a good list of revolver books for those 
who want to go further in a particular 
category. 

The remainder of the book has excellent 
photos and drawings of 152 revolvers, in 
alphabetical order, from Adams to Whitney. 
All nations are represented, and even I 
encountered a few I hadn't seen before. The 
photo captions are more than just labels
they contain a lot of specific data on the 
revolvers shown. 

A beginning collector would find this bttle 
book invaluable. While it is written from a 
British viewpoint, Mr. Hogg recognizes the 
differences in availability and desirability 
between items in the English and American 
markets. My only complaint, and it is a very 
subjective one, is that the dimensions of the 
guns are all in the metric mode. But, this is a 
minor point. It's an excellent little book, and I 
will probably use it often as a quick refer
ence. It would be particularly useful to gun 
shops and gun traders. J. B. Wood. 

I NAME 

I ADDRESS 

I CITY 

I 
I STATE 

3-D dares you to take the 

QUALITY 
CHALLENGE 
F • d f th Lipped or torn 

Ill any 0 ese shellcase mouth 

defects on any - I 
Reversed 

Bullet 

• ... .._.._.., 3-D Impact product, 
and 3-D will replace 
the defective box 

Miss ing Pri mer 

plus give you a 
second box FREE! 

Reve rsed 
Primer 

3-D challenges you to find any of the above defects on any Impact 
product that you purchase. If one is found, return the defective 
product, the rest of the box of ammunition in which it was found, 
and the receipt of sale. 3-D will replace the box plus send you a 
second box free. 

Send a free subscription 
to your friend. 

ZIP 

3-D Ammunition and Bullets 
11 2 P lurn-P.O. BoxJ 
Doniphan, Nebraska 68832 
Telephone: 402-8 45-2285 

Ask for Impact -
The Quality 
Ammunition at a 
Competitive Price. 

121 Yes, Please Send My Free Subscription. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE ZIP _ ____ _ 

MAIL TODAY TO Q,AJa, 802-809 lh 

I RESERVE YOUR 

\._F~LL_IS~U~! ® - - - - - - - -
Sidney I 
~e~a~a _ 6!1 ~ 
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H 
I have 40 yea rs ex pe ri e nce repn iring a nd building a ll types of sporting 
firen rms. Comple te fa ci liti es fo r th e type of work th at is required . 

Combnt • Pin shooting • Ta rge t • Silhoue tt e 

COLT FACTO RY WARRA NTEE SERVI CE CENTER 
HI G H STAN DARD SPEC IALIST - ALL MO DELS 
SMITH & WESSON REVOLVER IMPROVEMENTS 

1\ one man shop that cnres. and n shoote r who knows wha t th e se rious 
shoote r wa nts . Satisfaction Assured. Price List $1.00. 

CAMPBELL H. IRWIN GUNSMITH 
Hartla nd Blvd .. East Ha rtla nd . Conn . 

Te l. [203) 653-3901 Zi 06027 

Now in 3 tempting models! 

AUTCMAGll* 
First and only production auto pistol in this caliber 

EXTRA PQWER • EXTREMEIY ACCURATE 
- AMT now offers 3 versions of its highly acclaimed AUTOMAG II, 

the only auto pistol ever manufactured in .22 magnum caliber. 
These exclusive handguns have common basic features including a unique gas 
assisted action, carbon fiber grips and Millett adjustable sights. The super slim styling 
is perfect for packing and carrying comfort. This stainless steel trio makes a tempting 
selection for the hunter or plinker who is looking for something really different! 

•All AUTOMAG II models are now made with a half-cock hammer posi
tion. Owners of the early standard model are invited to return their 
guns to the factory so that this feature may be added, free of charge. .. 

MODIFIED MODEL/OPEN SLIDE 
BARREL LENGTH 4-'12'' 
.22 RF MAGNUM/ MAGAZINE CAPACITY 9 

Continued from page 83 . 

"It is an outstanding bullet. It performs 
perfectly at ranges from 60 to 250 yards, 
and I plan to continue using it." 

Cor Bon also offers solid bullets 
designed for pure penetration, not expan
sion. The solid bullet is necessary for 
reaching the vitals deep inside layers of 
steel-cable muscles and iron-strong bones 
of such animals as elephant and Cape buf
falo. The Cor Bon "Penetrators" feature a 
massive jacket to drive through the tough
est game. The .454 Casull Penetrator 
shown in the accompanying photo was 
found in the dirt 50 yards on the other side 
of a 700 pound bull Kudu and it could be 
loaded again! Now that's bullet integrity! 

-
The Cor Bon .454 Casull Penetrator 
bullet, L to R, a new bullet, a sec
tioned bullet and a slug recovered 
after full penetration of a trophy
class kudu bull. 

My personal experience with Cor Bon 
bullets is limited to but one handgun kill 
and five rifle kills , all with the .375 caliber. 
The handgun kill , from a J . D. Jones custom 
Contender in .375 JDJ , took place at 241 
paces on a deer-sized Impala ram. Not 
much excitement, the animal collapsed in 
its tracks. The bonded core 280 grain soft 
point completely penetrated the small 
animal. 

My other kills with a .375 H&H Mag
num rifle used the thicker jacketed 280 
grain soft point (the handgun version has a 
thinner jacket due to the lower velocity) 
and one was spectacular. The photo shows 
the recovered bullet from a 550 pound 
Wildebeest, a notoriously tough customer, 
which shoved the big bull back onto his 
haunches when he was slammed in the cen
ter-chest from a frontal angle. The slug 
mushroomed to the size of a fifty cent piece 
and penetrated about three feet. It was 
found in the stomach contents. 

What , no jello tests? No vaporized 
melons? No pine boards or wet news
paper? No, the results are not only irrele
vant but also misleading when you try to 
pass judgement on hunting bullets based on 
penetration and expansion in artificial 
mediums. I once saw a 165 grain .30 cali
ber rifle bullet impact a whitetail deer on 
the shoulder, skid along the bone, slide up 
the neck and exit by the ear-on the same 
side of the animal! Both exit and entrance 
holes on the same side! 

Elmer Keith, in Hell, I Was There, 
relates many tales of bullets doing weird 
things, like the . 375 bullet that Elmer stuck 
in an elk's heart only to hear it whistle over 
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BURRIS MAKES MORE HANDGUN SCOPES 
THAN ANYONE IN THE WORLD. 

From big game hunting to nerve-racking competi
tion , if you're looking for a handgun scope you can 
count on, don't waste time look at the Burris 
line of precision optics first. 

From 1X to 10X and from 1 1/2X-4X to 2 1/2X-7X 
Burris is the only name you have to remember when 
you think of quality handgun or rifle scopes. 

More than half of the scopes used in the 1986 
and 1987 Bianchi Cup and the 1987 
Masters competition were Burris 
handgun scopes. 

Burris has no comparison. All Burris scopes are 
100% made in the U.S.A. and are backed by our 

lifetime warranty. 

Burris optics deliver a bright, 
crisp sight picture and can 
withstand even the heaviest 
magnum recoil time and time 
again 

4x PA. 4x 7x 

For a complete catalog, and a 
Burris shoulder patch send $1 .00 

to: 
Burris Company (~:) 
PO. Box 1747 """1Cr' 
Dept.AG 
Greeley, CO 80632 

5x PA. 5x Silver Safari PA. PA. 4x 2x 7x 

11/z x-4x 11/z x-4x 21/2 x - 7x PA. 21/2 x-7x 
Silver Safari NEW NEW 

(c Copyright 1988. Burris Company, Inc 

his head when it turned 180° and 
ricocheted back at him. Elmer says the 
entrance and exit holes weren't more than 
three inches apart. 

When you read some great guru of the 
gun somberly relating the penetration of 
Brand X in wet newspaper, take it with a 
grain of salt. Most likely, this sage of the 
sixgun has done his hunting behind a type
writer and knows nothing about bullet per
formance on big game. Wait until you have 
about half a dozen, preferably more, kills 
under your belt before you judge a bullet. 
I've killed six animals with Cor Bans and 
witnessed Massad Ayoob kill a gemsbok in 
the Kalahari Desert with a seventh Cor Bon 
bullet. Those seven kills tell me something 
meaningful-the Cor Bans perform. 
Unlike some others I've shot into big game. 

I've seen hunting bullets turn 90 
degrees; I've recovered bullets, Winches
ter 510 grain softs from the same box of 

1x 
NEW 

7x 
Silver Safari 

NEW 

2x 

The Cor Son .375 bullet for the wild
cat .375 JDJ, usually found in 
custom chambered Contenders. 
left, a sectioned Cor Son 280 grain 
bullet with a recovered slug from a 
big game animal. Compare to the 
.375 Speer Grand Slam, right, 
recovered from the shoulder of an 
African lion. The difference in 
expansion is dramatid 

3x 

ammo, with drastically different shapes 
depending on if bone or muscle was hit. I 
am absolutely convinced that the only valid 
test of a hunting bullet, be it rifle or hand
gun, is killing game. 

Cor Bon Custom Bullets have killed 
game with devastating lethality, both in my 
hands and many other hunter's . The new 
bonded core construction works far better 
than any other design that I've ever tried, 
including the "partition" and other proprie
tary designs. The only drawback to the Cor 
Bon bullets is their price, about a buck 
apiece. But when you consider the costs of 
today's big game hunting, a dollar for a 
bullet is a tiny fraction of your expenses. It 
is indeed foolish to pinch the penny and 
spend the pound. 

For a catalog and price hst of Car Bon 
Custom Bullets, write the innovative firm 
at P.O. Box 10126, Dept. AH , 1111f119-
Detroit, MI, 48210. ~ 
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2x PA. 21/2 x-7x 
Silver Safari 

NEW 

MEET JOHN FRENCH 
Continuedfrompage 71 

the first IOmm auto pistol ever. 

3x PA. 

More recently, John built the pro
totype rifle for another wildcat car
tridge, the .425 Express, in 1987. 
Federal Cartridge Company and 
Sturm, Ruger Company are currently 
evaluating this cartridge, which John 
helped to design. 

John displayed a knack for things 
mechanical at an early age. When he 
was four-years-old his uncle helped him 
take apart a single-shot .410 shotgun 
and reassemble it. He was intrigued 
with the intricate interplay of working 
parts, visualizing how one affects 
another. 

By the time he was 14 he built his first 
custom rifle and two years later he 
handcrafted a double rifle from scratch. 
Here's a hunk of steel, here's a file -
make a double rifle. He did. 

For five years he worked his way 
through college by working as a 
gunsmith but then in 1972 John opened 
Third Stone Gunworks in Duarte, 
Calif. where he plys his trade in a one
man-shop. Curious about how he came 
up with the name of his shop, I asked 
him what Third Stone Gunworks 
means. "I wanted to convey the idea that 
I can handle any gun project in the 
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BUILT WITH CARE - BUILT TO LAST AND 
BUILT FOR TOP PERFORMANCE 

[ROSSI lll 
Sleek, well balanced 
medium frame design. 
High-strength 4140 steel. 
Heavy-weight 4" barrel with 
integral ejector rod shroud. 
Solid matte-finish sight rib . 
Fully adjustable rear sight and 
broad-blade ribbed ramp front sight. 
Target-type trigger and wide hammer spur. 
Checkered combat-style grips of dense-grained 
Brazilian hardwood fitted with Rossi Medallion. 

BEST VALUE ON THE MARKET 

WRITE FOR FREE 32-PAGE FULL COLOR CATALOG 

INTBBABllS 
NUMBER TEN PRINCE STREET 
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22313 

Set your sights on . .. 
' the ''TIGER'' 

H738-SH 
The "TIGER" is suede 
lined and has a metal 
reinforced belt loop to 
contour with the hip. 
Other features, such 
as the retention screw, 
open bottom, covered 
trigger guard, & metal 
formed sight tunnel 
makes this a very 
functional holster. 

For your copy of our catalog, send $5.00 (refundable on 
$25.00 retail order) to: DON HUME LEATHERGOODS, 
P.O. Box 351, Dept. AH, Miami, OK 74355. 

world. Well, I thought World .Wide 
Gunshop was kinda corny and Univer
sal Gunworks was sorta hokey. So I 
came up with Third Stone Gunworks 
because the Earth is the third planet out 
from the sun," John explained. 

In the early 1970s John was an avid 
and successful benchrest shooter. Many 
competitors at the exacting game of 
shooting tiny groups noticed the incred
ible accuracy and workmanship of 
John's rifles. This led to many orders for 
complete guns and also accurizing of 
other rifles. His extensive experience in 
benchrest laid the foundations for a 
thorough understanding of what it takes 
to build super-accurate firearms, be 
they rifles or handguns. 

I have a custom XP-100 from John in 
7mm BR that shoots under an inch at 
200 yards. Folks, that's less than a half
minute of angle! 

Muzzlebrakes are nothing new to 
John. Since the early 1970s he's been 
experimenting and installing these 
devices on various types and calibers of 
handguns, always seeking to improve 
the breed. I can personally attest to the 
effectiveness of his compensator design 
on my Buff Buster .44 Magnums, that 
tack-driving XP-100 and a nifty 
L-frame .357 he makes. I've tried his 
.45 auto comps and they are also 
remarkable at reducing muzzle rise. 

In addition to building complete 
custom guns, John finds time to do some 
of the finest trigger jobs I have ever had 
the pleasure to squeeze. He has the 
knowledge and patience to take the 
rough grittiness out of factory actions 
and turn them into smooth, crisp 
delights. 

One of John's specialties is shorten
ing the trigger pull by up to 45 % on 
double-action revolvers. This is accom
plished with no sacrifice of reliability or 
smoothness. I have fired a S&W 
revolver with this superb modification 
and it is a distinct advantage. 

John has not neglected improving 
trigger pulls on the new breed of 
double-action autos. Almost all of these 
guns can use some help! I have range
tested a SIG P-220 and a P-226 which 
John had reworked and I can attest to 
the vast improvement. Out-of-the-box, 
the triggers had been heavy and full of 
creep until John worked his magic. 
Now the triggers are smooth and easy to 
manage. 

My friend and shooting partner Mike 
Dalton carries a French-tuned P-220 on 
duty as a reserve officer. 

John French is an extremely talented 
gunsmith, but I have often thought that 
the word "gunsmith" isn't complete 
enough to describe the full range of 
talents of this remarkable craftsman. 
The word doesn't convey the pride of 
workmanship, the striving for excel
lence, the commitment to quality. 
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Designer, engineer, artist, machinist, 
craftsman all need to be included in the 
scope of John French's skills and 
talents. 

For more information about the 
services of John French, write to 
him at Third Stone Gunworks, 
2400 E. Huntington Dr., ~ 
Duarte, CA, 91010. ~ 

THE AYOOB FILES 
Continued from page 38 

woman on the floor: "If you move, I'll blow 
you away." 

The leering gunman is alone in the door
way now, the predator triumphant. He turns 
with one final warning for Brooker and his 
secretary. "If you chase me or calJ the cops, 
1'11 blow your motherf***in' brains out!' 
Then he turns, and is gone. 

Shaken, Brooker rises to his feet , helping 
up the near hysterical Sarah Boleware. The 
fear is not entirely gone, but it is giving way 
to righteous indignation. The gold chain and 
the few thousand dollars are not in the fore
front of his consciousness: terror is, the 
terror the gunman has caused. 

Brooker darts into the back room. There 
he keeps the office's second protection gun. 
It is a Savage model 77 pump shotgun, its 
barrel cut to legal length by the original 
owner who had given it to Brooker for a rent 
settlement. An enthusiastic deer hunter, 
Brooker has loaded the gun with his favorite 
whitetail shell, 12-gauge Magnum Federal 
#1 buckshot. 

Brooker runs out the door clutching the 
loaded shotgun and yells at his secretary, 
"CalJ the police!" Turning the corner of the 
little office building, he sees Johnson run
ning, about a 50 yard shot from the cover of 
the concrete structure. It would be an easy 
shot, with at least seven or eight buckshot 
peIJets probably striking at that distance, 
and there are no bystanders in the way. But 
Brooker doesn't want to kill his tormentor. 
He wants to capture him, to watch the police 
take him to jail. 

The real estate man jumps into the com
pany car that's parked at the curb, a brown 
Dodge 600 compact sedan. It's heading the 
wrong way, and he has to drive down a 
street, cut over, and come back up. One 
hand is on the wheel. The other holds the 
pump gun upright in the front seat, like the 
dashboard shotgun carrier in a police 
cruiser. 

The chase runs more than half a mile. 
Brooker sees his antagonist up ahead now, 
still with the shiny revolver in his hand and 
still on foot. He runs across the street in 
front of Brooker, right to left, sprinting 
across the lawn of a suburban home. 

Brooker squeals the little Dodge to a stop 
by the sidewalk, the left side of his car 
toward the gunman, who is almost at the 
corner of the house. Brooker yelJs for the 
robber to halt. 

Johnson turns. 
So does his gun. 

S ~ B GUN SALES 
Cu$fom competition piml anti mHifary ri/leg 
.45 and .38 Super Match Pistols and Compensator 
Systems Using SPRINGFIELD ARMORY Pistols 

Guaranteed delivery within 6 months 

S r,.1, B GUN SALES 
55 Main Street Vinyard Haven, MA 02568 
617-693-7961 •VISA and MASTERCARD Accepted 

The affordable drop-in compensator 

SUGGESTED RETAIL that works! s1ag·oo 
Looking for an inexpensive 

way to turn your standard 1911 
into a compensated IPSC or "Pin" gun? 

KWIK KOMP is the drop-in compensator system 
you can install yourself in your .45 or 9mm/.38 Super 

government or Commander style pistol. Then you can remove 
it just as easily to return your pistol to its original configuration. 

• KWIK KOMP was designed by Springfield Armory and renowned 
master pistolsmith Richard Heinie, himself an active IPSC com

petitor as well as one of America's most respected custom gun builders. 
So the concept and quality of KWIK KOMP are both superb. • Like the more 

expensive compensator units, KWIK KOMP helps reduce muzzle rise and recoil, so 
recovery time between shots is much shorter and accuracy is much improved. But, 
unlike those more expensive systems, KWIK KOMP was designed for shooters on a 
budget. The KWIK KOMP includes: •A drop-in .45 ACP or .38 Super match quality 
broached barrel, throated for reliability. The barrel is manufactured from 416 Stainless 

Steel, with a Rockwell hardness of 40-42. • A special Heinie-designed muzzle com-
pensator that securely attaches to the barrel. The compensator comes standard with a 

handsome blued finish. •A special barrel bushing, link and pin, recoil spring, H-0 firing pin spring, 
nylon bushing wrench, and easy to follow instructions. • Also Available: • Inquire about 
Springfield Armory's new off-the-shelf "comp" gun-a high quality Springfield 1911-A 1 with KWIK 
KOMP already attached I• Gunsmiths and gun builders: A National Match version of KWIK KOMP 
that does require fitting is now available in either .45 ACP or .38 Super. (.38 Super available ramped 
only.) Inquire for prices.• Standard configuration NM barrels, 5" or 6", either drop-in or fitted styles, 
are also available in either .45 ACP or .38 Super. Barrel bushing included. Inquire for prices.• To 
order KWIK KOMP direct: Prepay with money order or cashiers check, or we will ship C.O.D. 
VISA and MASTERCARD accepted. Include $4.00 shipping/handling per unit; Illinois residents 
include 6\4 % sales tax. 

In some pistols including Springfield 9mm, .38 Super unit 
requires fitting by competent. professional pistolsmith. 

Send $3 for 24-page 
four color catalog. 

Section SR-26, 420 West Main Street, Geneseo, IL 61254 (309) 944-5631 
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ONLY$99.95 

AVAILABLE FOR ALL MAKES, MODELS, 
CALIBERS, & BARREL LENGTHS· 

REVOLVERS & RIFLES 

US Pa tent Pend 

ONLY $99.95 

FITS COLT GOV. MODEL, COMMANDER, 
AND ALL TRUE COPIES 

DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME 

To have Tec hn i-Port machined into your revolver or 
rif le. or for fac tory instal lati on of Techn i·Comp on 
your pis tol. shi p your gun prepaid & insured via UPS 
(inc lude $105.95 ce rt . check, money ord er, COD, 
Visa. Mas terCard inc ludi ng card number & exp. 
date). To order Techn i-Comp to instal l you rse lf send 
$1 02.95 and spec ify caliber, make and mode l. 

Techni-Port™ 
State of the Art 

Recoil Compensation for 
Revolvers & Rifles 

* REDUCES MUZZLE JUMP UP TO 60% 
Quick second shot recovery 
Rapid , positive sight alignment 

* REDUCES FELT RECOIL 50% 
Increases overall controlability 
Removes " sting" from magnum loads 

* NO REDUCTION IN VELOCITY OR 
ACCURACY 

Techni-Comp™ 
State of the Art 

Recoil Compensation for 
the .45 Auto 

* EASILY INSTALLED 
Complete illustrated instructions 
No alterations to your gun required 

* OR WE INSTALL FREE 
You pay only for shipping & ins. 
Your gun shipped within 48 hours 

* EXCLUSIVE DUAL PORT VIRTUALLY 
ELIMINATES MUZZLE JUMP 

~-=DELTA VECTORS, INC. 
- 7119 West 79th Street Dept. AH 

Overland Park, KS 66204 
9131642-0307 

MUSCLE SCOPES. 

Simmons has a complete line of new These scopes make shooting a lot easier 
handgun scopes that are bright. accurate, because there are no sights to align. Just 
and extra tough. They can take the put the crosshair on target and squeeze. 
constant pounding from recoil and still Your aim is to hit what you shoot at. 
remain true. Our models come in fixed Our aim is to make the toughest. bright· 
power. var iable power. and silhouette est scope around at an affordable price. 
styles. All are strong one-piece tubes (in ® 

blue or silver) with multi-coated lenses for ~ s1~ IA. K1QNS 
extra brightness. All are waterproof. ~ .l V ..1. V .J: 
Send $1.00 for catalog. Simmons Outdoor Corp .. 14205 S.W. 119th Ave .. Miami .. Fla. 33186 

What happens now takes probably no 
longer than a second, but in the mind of Bill 
Brooker it will be the longest second of his 
life. It is said that those who face death 
sometimes see their lives pass before their 
eyes. The images that flicker through the 
mind's eye of Bill Brooker are those of his 
family, of a long-forgotten small arms 
instructor from his many years of National 
Guard service, telling him how quickly the 
enemy can kill , and of Terry Johnson growl
ing, "If you chase me or call the cops, I'll 
blow your motherf***in' brains out!" 

And then there is no image but the tiny 
black eye of the .38's muzzle as Johnson 
brings it around in his left hand , half turned , 
as if to fire over his right shoulder at 
Brooker, who is only 50 feet away. 

Brooker's left hand is still frozen on the 
steering wheel. His right hand, on the pistol 
grip of the shotgun, swings the weapon up 
and over in one last desperate reach for 
survival. The slide of the pump gun touches 
his bicep just above the elbow and Brooker 
can see the long black snout of the barrel 
pointing at his antagonist, can still see the 
.38 coming up on him. 

He fires . 
He does not feel the recoil of the 12-gauge 

Magnum blast. He sees the muzzle of the 
shotgun jump, but he also sees Terry John
son jerk violently as if cuffed by a giant 
unseen hand. Johnson sprawls to the 
ground, the stainless revolver with its black 
neoprene grips only inches from his hand . 

Brooker pulls the Dodge out of the road
way so there won't be an accident and jumps 
from the car, the shotgun still in hand . It 
hasn't yet sunk in that Terry Johnson is no 
longer a threat. 

Johnson moves and Brooker, not know
ing how badly he is hit , levels the shotgun at 
his head . "How does it feel?" he yells at the 
downed gunman, meaning how does it feel 
to be the one on the dangerous end of a gun. 

But Terry Johnson can't hear him. Most 
of the blast of buckshot, 15 of the 20 lead 
.30-caliber spheres, have caught Johnson in 
the posterior right side just behind the lat
eral midline. The pellets course through 
heart and lungs, right to left, most of them 
lodging on the opposite side. Johnson tries 
to push himself up on his arms , then 
collapses. 

The movement startles Brooker, who 
realizes to his horror that the man might go 
for the gun again . He can't remember if he 
pumped the action to chamber a fresh shell 
or not. He does so, sending a smoking 
empty spinning from the gun as a second 
Federal load racks into the chamber. It has 
been about 15 seconds since he fired the 
shot, but time is suspended, meaningless 
now amidst the enormity of what is 
happening. 

At that precise moment , Officer Gail 
Bowen of the Florida City Police Depart
ment rounds the corner and brings her 
patrol car to a halt. The message from Sarah 
Boleware had already been transmitted , and 
Bowen had been responding when a man 
had flagged her down and told her of a 
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suspect fitting Johnson's description run
ning southbound on 6th Avenue toward 
Lucy Street. Aiming her cruiser in that 
direction, she had heard the shot. 

Now she exits the vehicle to see what she 
will later describe as "a white male standing 
with a shotgun in his hand ... he took the 
action of the shotgun slide and brought it to 
the back ejecting a shell and bringing it 
forward again." Advising Dispatch of what 
was happening, she then moves forward 
toward Brooker. 

And something very unusual happens. 
Officers are taught to treat any unknown 
person with a gun as a hostile, and to cover 
them with a drawn service revolver. 
Responsible civilian instructors warn their 
students that responding cops are quite 
likely to mistake them for bad guys and 
shoot them if they're standing around bran
dishing guns. 

She sees the prostrate, blood-soaked man 
Brooker is standing over and she knows he 
has shot him down. Yet her five years of 
police work have given her a feel for crimi
nal and victim. At this moment, she does not 
feel threatened. Instead she orders him, 
"Put the gun down." 

Brooker stands speechless, unresponsive 
for a second, still in shock. He has just shot a 
man who terrorized him with a gun, and that 
man now lies there with the same revolver 
within his reach . It is unthinkable to put 
down his own gun, to be vulnerable to this 
man again. 

Bowen shouts again, "Put the gun down!" 
Brooker finds his voice and yells back, "He 
had a gun at my head! He had a gun at my 
head!" Brooker points to the ground near 
Johnson and cries, "There's the gun. There's 
the gun." · 

And though she instinctively senses this 
man doesn't want to harm her, Bowen does 
what she has to do. Her hand falls to her 
holster and she commands, "Put the gun 
down or I'm going to shoot you!" 

She does not have to complete the draw. 
Brooker complies, bending and laying the 
shotgun on the lawn, out of reach of John
son. Bowen strides forward, and now she 
can see the fallen Charter Arms .38 in the 
grass next to the fallen man. She looks at 
Johnson in time to see him let out a deep 
sigh. 

It is his last breath. 

Bill Brooker did a lot of things right and a 
few things that could have been better 

handled. He was correct in judging that 
going for the .38 in his out-of-reach drawer 
would have been suicidal. 

A handgun is generally a better weapon to 
employ than a shotgun during foot or auto 
pursuit due to superior handling ease and 
mobility. Yet Brooker's S& W was loaded 
with 158 grain roundnose lead ammo, a noto
riously poor stopper. It is entirely possible 
that Johnson could have taken one or more 
hits from it and been able to return fire and 
kill or cripple Brooker, instead of being 
sledged down decisively by the single shot
gun blast. 

World Record Setting Accuracy. 
Street-Proven Reliability ... 

,. 

•Home of the Cannon/ Ayoob Street-L 
• Original Designer of the Integral Barrel Compensator 

for Heavy Recoiling Revolvers 
• Bianchi Cup & PPC Revolvers 
• l.P.S.C. & Bowling Pin Comped Revolvers 
• Street & Competition Autos 
• Cannon Under Rib for L-Frames 
• Cooper Scout Rifles & Custom Shotguns 

t 
Please call or write for FREE 20 page catalog 

CANNON'S GUNS 
Custom Revolvers • Custom Pistols 
Box 357 • Victor, Montana 59875 • (406) 642-3937 

Now from/MR 
the most grades in 

the most sizes. 

SMOKELESS POWDER 
Plattsburgh, NY 12901 
Formerly supplied by Du Pont 
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COMP KITS 1!-~-JARVIS GUNSMITHING 

.38 SUPER, 9mm, .45, 1 Omm, .41 AE BE RETTA/TAURUS 9mm 

• 

CALL FOR PRICES $347.50 + SHP. 

JARVIS L FRAME WEIGHT II, 16 oz., Blue or S/S .. . $53.00 + 4.00 SHP. 
This is the one that won Bianchi 

JARVIS L FRAME WEIGHT, 10 oz., Blue or S/S ... .. .. . .. $53.00 + 4.00 SHP. 
Send $2.00 for catalog of custom guns and accessories - $2.00 redeemable w/first purchase. 

740 S. VAN BUREN, STE. F, PLACENTIA, CA 92670 • (714) 632-9512 

NU-LINE GUNS, INC. 
Dept. AH 

1053 CAULKS HILL ROAD 
HARVESTER, MISSOURI 63303 

(314) 447-4501 /441-4500 

Basic to 
Full House 

Conversions 
Caliber Conversions, Action Tuning, 

Smythons Built, Sq Butt to Rd Butt 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING SHOOTERS and THANK YOU for 
your continued input and use of Nu-Line built guns: 

Rob Leatham - Masters lntn'I 

Mike Plaxco 

Brian Enos 

Glenda Robison 
Ted Deacon 

- Soldier of Fortune 

- Steel Challenge 
- Second Chance 
- Soldier of Fortune 

- Masters lntn'I 
- Bianchi lntn'I 
- MO Action Cham. 

- 1st Pro Shotgun 
- 1st Shotgun 
- 1st Overall 
- 1st Shotgun 
- 1st B.C.B.C. 
- 2nd Overall 
-6th Shotgun 
- 1st Woman Shotgun 
- High Auto 
- 85-86-87 Champ 

ASK Mike Dalton - Mickey Fowler-Gary Robison-Jerry Barnhart 

WHO'S GOING TO BUILD YOUR NEXT GUN? 

Still, when we re-enacted the shooting 
with a similar shotgun in the cramped front 
seat of the same small Dodge, we found the 
shotgun muzzle hung up on the upper part 
of the car door nearly half the time. 
Brooker was lucky that it didn't snag when 
he needed it. 

The critical question, of course, is whether 
Brooker should have given chase. The anti
gun Miami Heral.d accused Brooker of being 
a vigilante who had hunted down Johnson 
and shot him from behind to recover his 
money and punish him for the robbery. In 
fact, Brooker had ample opportunity to shoot 
Johnson several times over from safe cover 
and didn't, because his intent was clearly to 
capture rather than kill. 

In attempting the capture, Brooker risked 
his own life. Our re-creations, on shooting 
ranges and at the death scene, showed that 
Johnson could have easily shot Brooker to 
death within a second if Brooker hadn't 
reacted defensively. (There is reason to 
believe that Johnson turned to shoot, saw the 
shotgun coming down, and was beginning to 
turn away in the instant when Brooker fired . 
Brooker, of course, could not have been 
expected to perceive that under the life
threatening stress of the momt:nt. As Justice 
Oliver Wendell Holmes put it so well , 
"Detached reflection is not expected in the 
presence of an upraised knife." Let alone the 
presence of an upraised Charter Arms .38, 
loaded in this case with a mix of ammo rang
ing from midrange wadcutters to +P+ hol
lowpoints. All five chambers of the gun were 
loaded at the time of Johnson's death. 

Basically, pursuit of fleeing gunmen is 
most unwise for civilians, even though the 
law allows it. Had Johnson prevailed and 
killed Brooker during the gunfight on the 
lawn, he and his no-charge defense attorneys 
would have argued self-protection and might 
have made a case. The law holds that once a 
participant has broken off the fight and is 
challenged by another he is now technically 
the defender in a second conflict and the one 
who challenged him is technically the 
aggressor. Fortunately, Florida law is clear 
on this and Johnson would probably have 
gone to prison for killing the pursuing victim. 
Which would have been cold comfort to the 
dead Brooker and his bereaved family. 

Brooker's ordering his secretary to call the 
police clearly showed that he had no intention 
of administering "do it yourself justice." 
What he didn't realize was that he had 
arranged for police to be notified that an 
armed robber was running around, and that 
he had set the stage for a mistaken identity 
situation in which he himself would be seen 
by responding officers only as "a man with a 
gun, there now." 

What if the first responding cop had been a 
plainclothesman with drawn gun, whom 
Brooker might have mistaken for Johnson's 
accomplice? Multiple tragic scenarios sug
gest themselves. Gail Bowen, the uniformed 
cop who was first at the scene, must have 
since asked herself many times what would 
have happened if her character judgment had 
been wrong. She had stepped away from the 
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cover of her cruiser with a holstered weapon, 
and had Brooker been Johnson he almost 
certainly could have shot her to death before 
she could have even cleared her sidearm. 

Handgunner readers who followed the 
case some issues ago where a cop "instinc
tively" recognized an armed citizen as a good 
guy instead of challenging him (resulting in 
the citizen shooting down a California 
copkiller) felt that cop's reaction was unbe
lievable. There have certainly been cases of 
well-meaning "armed citizens" being shot 
down by mistake when they attempted to 
assist police in shootouts. Yet what happened 
in the previous case clearly took place here: 
Gail Bowen obviously relied on her gut 
instincts, and in so doing perhaps kept 
Brooker from being killed by "mistaken iden
tity friendly fire," a pattern of tragedy that has 
claimed too many good guys already. 

Bill Brooker was charged with man
slaughter. His was one of several inci

dents within a few days in which Miami-area 
citizens had killed criminals in self defense, 
and the Herald and other self-righteous edi
torialists were raving about "death-wish vig
ilantes" and home-grown Bernhard Goetzes. 
One of those citizens had been Prentice 
Rasheed , a black businessman whose home
made booby trap had unintentionally elec
trocuted a burglar. When the Grand Jury 
freed Rasheed , the Herald and others prac
tically foamed at the mouth. 

Clearly, a scapegoat was needed. Would it 
be the elderly woman who slammed the win
dow down on the intruder climbing in a win
dow and then beat him to death with a club? 
Certainly not. 

But Brooker was white and had shQt a 
black man , and the autopsy showed that the 
blast had entered behind the lateral midline as 
Johnson turned to bring his gun up on 
Brooker. When that happens, the DA has a 
"shot in the back'' case that can be made to 
sound like an ambush murder to a layman. 
Indeed, virtually every Herald article on the 
highly pub I icized shooting referred to 
Brooker as having "shot Johnson in the back 
as hefted." 

Brooker hired famous Miami defense 
attorney Jeff Weiner, who I thought handled 
the case brilliantly. Through press con
ferences, he made it clear to the public that 
Brooker, not the dead robber, was the victim. 
Though the press tried to make the shooting 
look racially motivated , a large amount of the 
community support that filled the Bill 
Brooker Defense Fund came from the black 
community. Brooker had lived there, been a 
fair and compassionate property owner 
instead of a slumlord, and had created many 
jobs there. The only racial connotation in the 
whole incident was the cruelly demeaning 
statement of the armed robber to one of his 
black victims: "Nigger, run!" 

Odds were overwhelmingly in Brooker's 
favor as trial approached . Knowledgeable 
Miami lawyers were quoting 97 % chance of 
acquittal. But the armed citizen was suffering 
the torments of the damned. "It was I ike I had 
a big red 'K' on my forehead , for 'Killer,"' 

~ .................................................. ~ 
"THE Tiil" 

by R.D.P. 
"THE LAST MACHINE YOU'LL EVER HAVE TO BUY" 

Highes t Production ra te of any hand 
operated machine. 

Comes r ead y to load in calibre of 
your choice. 

Patented bulle t fe ed system automati call y 
fe eds and seats bull ets. 

Loads all p opular rifl e and pistol calibres . 

All options eas il y installed at any time. 

Cons istent matc h qualit y rifle and pistol 
ammunition . 

$ 1265.00 Pistol $1315.00 Rifl e 
For more information call or write: 

(216) 385-5129 

" THE TOOL" is des igned for the professional reloader and the seriou s 
shooter who demand the highest quality ammunition , round after round. 

RD1 D TOOL COMPANY, INC. 
T SEMI-AUTOMATIC RELOADING PRESSES 

49162 McCoy Ave. East Liverpool , Ohio 43920 
~ ................................................. ~ 

WE TAKE PRIDE ... 
IN OUR 1SPECIAL' WORK: 

• Revolver action jobs 
• IPSC auto conversions 
• Metal checkering 
• Sight installation 
• One piece compensator 

barrels. 
• Fine welding 

If you demand professional 
workmanship, send $3 for our 16-page 

color brochure and price list. Refundable. 

Jim Stroh 
ALPHA PRECISION, INC. Dept. 09 

Route 1. Box 35·1. Good Hope. Georgia 30641 (4M) 267-6163. 
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SEND A 
BUCK FOR 
CATALOG 

CASE-GARD® 
HANDGUN CARRIERS 

Available in three sizes to meet the 
individual shooter's needs. Made of 

strong polypropylene with thick foam 
padding. Valuable firearms are 

protected from shock, moisture and 
dust, and covered by a generous 3 Year 
Guarantee. Available at your local MTM 

CASE-GARD dealer. 

Ask to see the Model 804 long term 
storage box, too. Catalog available. 

MTM Molded Products Company 
P.O. Box 14117 • Dayton, Ohio 45414 • (513) 890-7461 

The Chapman Academy of Practical Shooting offers 
the latest and best training in tactics and techniques 
for defensive, practical shooting . 

Training courses are available for handgun, shotgun 
and special weapons . Beginners, law enforcement 
personnel, military personnel and world-class 
competitive shooters have attended and benefited 
from Ray Chapman's expertise and personalized 
instruction. 

For information about the best training available write : 

Chapman Academy 
Hallsville, MO 65255 

(314) 696-5544 

BAER 
CUSTOM GUNS 

DESIGNER COMP II SYSTEM 
PATENT PENDING 

KART N.M BARREL - TAPERED CONE SYSTEM 
FULL LENGTH GUIDE SYSTEM - PERMANENTLY FIXED 

WITH OUR UNIQUE SILVER BRAZING TECHNIQUE 

GUARANTEED 2 112" - 10 SHOT GROUPS AT 50 YDS. 
ALL IPS C MODIFICATI ONS AVAILABLE 

PISTOLSMITH PROFILE JULY-AUGUST 1985 

P.P.C. AND BIANCHI REVOLVERS 
X-RING ACCURACY - DOUGLAS BARRELS 
BAER CUSTOM REVOLVER PORT SYSTEM 
FULL LENGTH RIBS - SMOOTH DOUBLE ACTION 

CUSTOM X-P 100's - LONG RANGE CALIBERS 

1725 MINESITE ROAD ALLENTOWN , PA 18103 PH ON E 215-398-2362 

Brooker told me sadly. "People couldn't see 
me as me anymore. All they saw was ihat I 
had killed a man. If my family and my church 
hadn't stood by me so strongly, I don't think I 
could have taken it." 

The pressures were enormous. Physicians 
diagnosed a severe heart problem that 
Brooker, in his mid-40s, had shown no signs 
of before. They said that the stress of trial 
might be too much for his heart to stand. 

Meanwhile, the DA's office was well aware 
that they were trying to send to prison a man 
most citizens thought had acted in self
defense. "We didn't think we could win a 
guilty verdict from a jury," one of their 
spokesmen said later. They offered a plea 
bargain: no jail time, and withheld adjudica
tion that would allow Brooker's record to be 
completely cleared in perhaps three years. It 
would also save the tens of thousands of 
dollars that Brooker, who had already poured 
a fortune into the defense, would have had to 
spend to try the case. 

"It was an enormous weight off my shoul
ders," Brooker told me when it was over. 
Most people he knew understood that he 
wasn't "admitting he was dirty," that it was a 
medical decision more than anything else. 
The only real loss is the inability, with the 
same status as a convicted felon for the next 
few years, to have guns on hand . He feels a 
bit unprotected in the now-gunless office, and 
the deer hunts that were once the high point 
of his recreation are now spent wistfully with 
a camera. 

There's little doubt in my mind that 
Brooker would have won , and none at all that 
the shooting was a justifiable homicide in self 
defense. The case against him was 
ludicrously weak. At one point when I was 
on the defense team the prosecutor asked me 
in deposition if my opinion would change if I 
could be persuaded that Terry Johnson was 
turning in an "innocent" manner toward 
Brooker. I asked, "Is the State going to con
tend that Terry Johnson was innocently 
turning with the revolver?" The prosecutor 
snapped back , ''I'm here to ask you 
questions." 

T he Bill Brooker case is over now. In the 
moment of the encounter itself, the good 

guy won and the bad guy died. In the legal 
aftermath, the good guy won as much as the 
heart condition apparently induced by the 
stress of the case allowed him to fight for. As 
an unexpected bonus, the injustice suffered 
by Brooker turned his lawyer Jeff Weiner, an 
influential defense attorney and popular lib
eral talk-show host, from a vocal anti-gunner 
to an equally outspoken defender of the rights 
of responsible armed citizens. 

And, like every such incident, it leaves in 
its wake lessons that other armed citizens can 
learn less painfully than the participant. It is 
unwise for a number of reasons to pursue an 
armed criminal once the initial threat has 
passed. The citizen who has grabbed a gun to 
defend his life will be reflexively unwilling to 
set that gun down, even when challenged by a 
uniformed police officer, and the tragic 
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implications of that are obvious. Once the 
court-dictated interval has washed Bill 
Brooker's record clean again , I would advise 
him to apply for a concealed carry permit and 
to wear his favorite handgun, a 15-shot Smith 
& Wesson Model 59 9mm auto, where he can 
reach it. There were numerous moments dur
ing the robbery in which Johnson's attention 
lapsed away from Brooker to the cashbox or 
to other victimized employees. Those would 
have been perhaps more advantageous times 
to act, had Brooker but been armed with a 
concealed handgun he could have reached 
effectively. 

Finally, if I were Officer Gail Bowen's 
sergeant I would call her into my office and 
sternly counsel her never again to approach 
any armed man as she did Brooker, but 
instead to maintain distance, take cover 
behind her cruiser's engine, and have her 
weapon up and ready. Then, as soon as she 
left my office, Hi thank my lucky stars for 
having in my command an officer with the 
kind of character assessment skills under 
stress that Bowen exhibited that day, and with 
the courage to act upon them, ..._ 
thus preventing tragedy. ~ 

INSIGHTS INTO IPSC 
Continued from page 2 6 

A third characteristic of good instruc
tors is that they are results-oriented rather 
than technique-oriented . They realize that 
shooting stance and hold are only means to 
an end , not an end in themselves. Maybe 
you've run across an instructor who felt he 
knew the one and only way to shoot a 
pistol. "Bend that elbow a little more . . ·. 
okay, now lock the shooting arm ... move 
that foot back a little . . . maybe a bit fur
ther . .. okay you've got it . Now shoot like 
that." 

By contrast, a good coach will make 
recommendations based on what the tar
gets show. "Your shots are stringing out 
horizontall y. I suspect that the support 
hand is appl yi ng inconsistent pressure 
from shot to shot. Let's try straightening 
out the support arm and keeping the 
amount of pressure the same for every 
shot. Now let's shoot a few more groups." 

Finally, to be really effective the coach 
must have good communication skills. He 
doesn't have to be an orator, but he must be 
articulate enough to clearly explain what 
he wants you to do. A good communicator 
uses metaphors, similes and images to get 
his points across ; reinforces important 
points by repetition; asks for feedback to 
ensure that what you heard was what he 
said . Some instructors are making use of 
videotaping, both to present lecture mate
rial and to analyze student performance. 

In choosing a shooting school it's impor
tant that you clearly recognize your own 
goals and needs. For example, if your pri
mary concern is personal defense, con
side r Jeff Cooper's Ame rican Pi sto l 
Institute or Massad Ayoob's Lethal Force 
Institute. In addition to teaching shooting 

NOW AVAILABLE IN 

STAINLESS STEEL 
In addition to our popular LONE STAR and MATCH grade barrels of 4140 chrome-moly steel, the entire 

Shilen line is now offered in stainless steel. Stainless is recommended when barrels are exposed to moisture, 
and frequent cleaning is not pract ical. 

All Shilen barrels are button rifled with eight lands and grooves, and are fully stress relieved. 

Caliber Groove Diameter Twist 
22 R.F. .222 16" 
22 C.F. .224 14" 
9 mm .355 16" 

38 .357 14" 
.357 .357 18" 
44 .429 20" 
45 .451 16" 

Unturned blanks are available in two standard sizes: 11/4" X 14" and 11/ 4" X 28" 

Smal ler diameters can be made to customer specifi cation. 
Call or write for Data and Prices. 

Insist on the best - Insist on Shi/en. 
Dealer Inquiries are invited. 

SHILEN RIFLES, INC. 
(214) 875-5318 

For our new color brochure and the location of 
your nearest Hogue dealer 

CALL TOLL FREE 

1-800-GET GRIP 
IN CALIFORNIA CALL 805 I 466-6266 I 466-4100 

Hogue features a complete line of fancy 
hardwoods, nylon and soft rubber grips 
designed for all popular revolvers and 
automatics. 

HOGUE GRIPS 

Only the RANSOM REST sits in 

PlllL 
.JUDGMllT 

By eliminating inconsistencies in holding and position ing , 
the Ransom Rest reduces variables to the gun or 
ammunition alone. No other method can produce this 
necessary repeatability. That's why major manufacturers 
worldwide evaluate their guns and ammunition in Ransom 
Rests; that 's also why serious individual experimenters 
use it. Over 80 adapter inserts allow testing of a great 
variety of guns, with automatics feeding from their 
magazines. Like the professionals, you can prove beyond 
doubt the quality of performance of your gun , your 
ammunition . See your dealer, or send for a free brochure 
on the Ransom Rest and its accessories and applications. 
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Whether ;you;te ,~ coriipeiitfu~ · ~ll~ter, '.-;· '. 5f.RE~'..~Glltl~~~ 
: H~dgun Hunter, or' Ha·~9.I:l · - · " ' ·:_CLEANING · ~;, 

Enthusiast1 WILSON'S i;arrits · · · · CLOTH ·. . .. · 
what you need iri Quality When you send $3.00 

handgun accessories for our latest full-
• color catalog, which 

and service. will be credited toward 
your first order. 

The choice of 
Champions. 

t DEALERS SEND FFL FOR DEALER PRICES. 

WILSON'S GUN SHOP, INC. • P.O. Box 578-1 • Berryville, Ark. 72616-0578 

rJ" Ft G" 
I~ I l'i 

Oversized 
lt1 g 

QUADRA-LOK lltm 
COMPETITION BARREL SYSTEMS 

DROP-IN ACCURACY 
FOR THE .45 

CENTAUR ADJUSTABLE 
SLIDE STOP - A f!J~?.llY 

f~ o lb 

Ft 'i hirns 

new approach to 

P1vo1 
hand 

SpPciall y 
machined 
slide stop 

$194. 90 
(comp. version) 

!Kits include 
Brl ., Slide 
Stop & Buffered 
Recoil System) 

cE:ntauR syst€rns. me. 
Suite 114/ 15127 NE 24th 
Redmond, WA 98052-5530 2.5 oz 

Comp 

'Prices start at $144.95. 

Send $1. 00 for Brochure 
and Operating Principles. 
Dealer Pricing Available. 1206} 392-8472 

The Affordable Alternative 
No Gunsmlthlng Required 

$99.95 without olght 
(Model WIC-1)" 

The Wichita lnsta-Comp has been 
designed for the competitive and 
non·competitive shooter. 

The gas chamber inside the Wichita lnsta-Comp is designed to capture 
the gas and exhaust it through the two vertical ports . With this arrangement , 

combined with the additional weight. the muzzle jump is reduced significantly. 
EASY INSTALLATION No Special Tools. No Fitting . Nothing else to buy. 

Remove your barrel bushing and recoil spring plug . Replace with the Wichita 
lnsta-Comp and our recoil spring plug . You are now ready to shoot your comped gun . 

Model WIC-2 has a front sight (target or combat, your choice) .. _. __ $ll9.95 
Model WIC-1 or WIC-2 and our slide conversion'' _ . . .. .. .. .. . .. $234.95 
(Bury rear Wichita Sight. permanently mounted . Front sight on slide or comp . Mill flat on top 
of slide . and lower port for easier ejectio n) ' 

·: ~ee~re:d 5~~~r ~~i~:a~~~~: ::1 f:rc~~1se!ork Wichita Arms. Inc. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~-tt-tt-9 

Dealer prices available 444 Ellis, P.O. Box 11371, Wichita. Kansas 67211' 
Send signed FFL (3161 265-0661 

skills these institutions provide training in 
the mental, tactical, and legal aspects of 
self defense; and the fact that they have 
been in business and flourishing for a num
ber of years would seem to provide ample 
evidence that their methods are successful. 

Shooting Schools 
Chapman Academy of Practical 
Shooting 
Hallsville, MO 65255 

Plaxco Academy of Practical Shooting 
Rt. 1, Box 203 
Roland, AR 72135 

Lethal Force Institute 
P.O. Box 122 
Concord, NH 03301 

Leatham Shooting Institute 
P.O. Box 1291 
Mesa, AZ 85201 

Mid-South Institute of Self-Defense 
Shooting 
503 Stonewall 
Memphis, TN 38112 

International Shootist Incorporated 
P.O. Box 5254 
Mission Hills, CA 91345 

American Pistol Institute 
P.O. Box401 
Paulden, AZ 86334 

Several other prominent shooting 
schools are run by people who were, or 
are, top level IPSC competitors and of 
course tend to specialize in the competitive 
aspect. Don't forget, though, that they also 
offer basic shooting classes that are ideal 
for the beginning shooter no matter what 
his goals. These are simply instruction on 
how to shoot effectively-the motivation is 
up to you . For the intermediate or 
advanced competitor, instruction is avail
able up to just about any level you want to 
go. 

Two shooting coaches I can recommend 
without reservation from personal experi
ence are J. Michael Plaxco (Plaxco Ac_ad
emy) and Rob Leatham (Leatham Shoot
ing Institute) . Both, needless to say, are 
outstanding competitive shooters and both 
are excellent instructors. I consider the 
courses provided by these two men to be 
the best shooting investments I've made, 
and I plan to get further coaching from 
them in the future. 

As enthusiastic as I am about the value of 
good coaching, I should point out a couple 
of possible problem areas. For one thing, if 
you are totally inexperienced with handgun 
shooting these schools and coaches may 
not be for you . Not that they can't teach 
you, but it's a bit like getting Mario 
Andretti or Niki Laudato do driver train
ing. Your local gun club, or the NRA , 
should be able to find you a capable 
instructor who can teach you firearm 
safety, basic gun handling and gun cour
tesy, how to load and unload your firearm , 
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and so forth. Once you have these basic 
skills you'll be in a position to get the max
imum benefit from a shooting school. 

Make sure you have good equipment 
and by "good" I don't mean custom-built, 
basket-stamped, hand-checkered, or gold
plated. I mean reliable . Skipping back to 
our analogy of a cross-country motor trip, 
a pickup truck with a well-tuned engine 
and good tires will get us to our destination 
faster than a temperamental race car. 

Keep your expectations realistic. Your 
coach is a guide, not a magician . That road 
map we talked about earlier will show you 
the way to your goal , but you still have to 
do the driving. The coach can set you on 
the right path . After that you should plan 
on at least a few months of training before 
things start falling into place. 

One last tip : the major cost in attending a 
shooting school is usually not the tuition , 
but the travel and lodging costs. If you have 
a few friends who are interested in a 
course, and have access to adequate range 
~acilities , consider having the ~ 
mstructor come to you . ~ 

COP TALK 
Continued from page 22 

uniformed officer when he drew his gun, 1.2 
suspects in his off duty situations, and 1. 75 
suspects per encounter in civilian status. The 
cop in question always carries spare ammo, 
even on his own time: "I've never had to fire, 
and hope I never will, but the encounter 
patterns are telling me something that I 
should probably prepare for," he says. 

Suspect Responses showed that in 18 inc.i
dents involving 28 persons, an average of 1.6 
suspects per encounter, no subject assaulted 
the officer after being placed at gunpoint. 
Suspects ranged from those with knives to 
firearms including shotguns and rifles, and 
included some who turned out to be unarmed 
but were confronted under circumstances 
sufficiently threatening to warrant the 
officer's aiming his gun at them. Some 86% 
(24) froze at gunpoint, and submitted to 
arrest. Two froze, then fled , turning them
selves in shortly thereafter. One fled , then 
stopped and surrendered to the officer and 
another who fled escaped and remained at 
large. 

Involved Officer Input. The subject of this 
survey comments, ''I guess I've been awfully 
lucky. None of us got hurt in those incidents. 
If I knew then what I know now about how 
easily I could have been killed by those men I 
held at gunpoint, I probably would have shot 
one or more of them. I've got a zero exposure 
rate based on experience in domestic disturb
ances, which kill a lot of cops; either I'm a 
great bullsh---er with those ticked-off 
spouses, or I've been lucky again. Looking at 
it all at once shows me I need to pay more 
attention to cover - and I have in the last few 
encounters-and how easy it is for an officer 
to have to fire. Most of mine froze-I always 
tried to have a superior position , and I've got 
kind of a gruff voice that freezes some peo-

MASTER PROFESSIONAL 
HANDLOADING TECHNIQUES! 
At last - the single most derailed work available today for handloaders. Whi le other books only 
guide shooters through the basics of reloading ammunition. THE HANDBOOK O F M ETALLIC 
C ARTRIDG E RELO ADING goes one vita l step furd1 er. It contains the latest comprehensive 
loading tables prepared by the four major powder man ufacturers - DuPont. Hercules. H odgdon , 
and \Vinchester - for a ll current rifle and handgun cartridges. Every load has been tested and 
evaluated by expert ballisricians using sophisticated mach inery in mcxlern ballistics labs. insuring 
that the load will perform properl y and safely when correctly assembled and used. The first section 
of the book o ffers a met i culou~ examin ation of fundamen tals. essential equipment. th e reloading of 
both rifle and pisto l cartridges. and the selection and use of practical accessori es . The second 
section deals specifi cally with components: cases, primers. powders and bullets. The third section . 
on theory, includes significant chapters on pressure. accuracy with _jacketed bullets. the making and 
using of high performance cast bullets. precision tools and procedures for benchrest ammunition. 
plus. for the first time, a chapter on the manufacture. characteristics . and uses of Ball Powder. G et 
your copy of HANDBOOK OF METALLIC C ARTRIDG E RELOADING now. It's a standa rd 
fi xture on the loading benches of the most knowledgeable riflemen and handgunners in the 
country. 

HANOGUNNER BOOKS 

Depi. 53 -HG 

59! am ino de la Reill a 
Sui te 200 

San Diego. CA 92108 

_ &oncl me a copy of the HANDllOOK OF META L· 
UC CARTRIDGE RELOADING. 
Enclosed is $19.95 plus $1.50 postage and handling. 
_ C h;:irge my C redit Card _ Visa _ MasH•rc.ird 
Number Exp Date. __ Initials _ 

NAME ------------
ADDRESS ------------
CITY _______ STAT E _ ZIP __ 

Cd. regiJ..·111 .. add t..5 % s..i.k·s 1;1x . Alim\ 4·6 \\1..oeks for deliver, . 

EAGLE GRIPS 
ART JEWEL ENTERPRISES, LTD. 
CUSTOM HAND-CARVED ROSEWOOD GRIPS $5995 FORYOURH£KP-1MB 

We offer the largest selection of ivory, 
mother-of-pearl, horn stag, rosewood and 
ebony grips for most production hand
guns. 
* Custom knife handles. presentation cases and 

matching accessories a lso availabl e. 

SEND $1 FOR COMPLETE COLOR CATALOG 
DEPT. AH, 460 RANDY ROAD, 
CAROL STREAM, IL 60188 312-260-0400 

Beeman P1-World's Most Powerful Air Pistol! 

• High Power, Top Accuracy 
• Excellent Firearm Trainer 
• Du i! I Power- In .177" 

& Smm 

Beeman Combat and Colt 
45 Auto grips fit the P1 to 
maintain the "feel" of your 
firearm . Makes the P1 a per-
fect firearm trainer. Best of all, it costs only 
about 1<!: per shot! A dual power, spring-piston 
airgun , the P1 reaches velocities up to 600 fps on 
high power, 350-400 on low power. Sugg. Retail $288.00. 

Shown wi th opt ional Beeman Model 25 Scope & Combat grips. 

At your local 
dealer or direct. 

Send for Beeman Adult Airgun Guide/ Firearm Catalog, reg. $2, FREE with 
menti on of code HG9. In c lude $1 fo r Used Gun List. All ow 4-6 weeks fo r 
delivery. For fast. 1st c lass mail add an additional $2; $3 for overseas. 
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BUEHLER PISTOL MOUNT 

Introducing a different BUEHLER MOUNT-M83 . In
stalls without drilling or tapping . For calibers up 
through .357 Mag. Available in silver or black finish . 
M83 Mounts available for Smith & Wesson, Dan 
Wesson , Colt and Ruger. 

DEALER INQUIRIES 
INVITED 

Send for Free Brochure 43H or call 
415-254-3201 

MAYNARD P. BUEHLER, lnc.-ORINDA, CA 94ss3 

FREE 
load in g booklet w ith 
every container of 
Accurate Smokeless 
Powder. 

The Accurate Solution: 

A New Powder! 
Introducing 1680. A ball-type rifle powder specifically 
formulated for use in the increasingly popular 7.62 x 39. 
Also useful in other small capacity rifle cases. Available 
in one and eight pound containers. Contact your dealer 
for reloading data . 

/]~ Accurate Arms 
~~Company, Inc. 
\\'~n P.O. Box AH 9 
~ 'J M..:E\\'\.' ll , TennL'SSL"l.' 37 101 

• Guaranteed 17% recoil 
reduction 

• Faster shotto shot recovery 
• Thick tapered hand-filling 

grips 

lsrat.•I Military lnJuscrit•s 

• Built in magazine loading 
chute 

• Milled for ambidexterous 
safety 

• Simple screw on installation 

New improved Advantage Grip System complete with checkered walnut 
stocks. $46.00 - Add $3.00 postage and handling. CA residents add 617% 
Sa les Tax. Dealer inquiries invited. Write for brochure and mathematical 
calculations to prove the recoil reduction. 

Jack c!!~~~~~Ya!~~ /:t4l!.entaqe 
P.O. BOX 828, WHITTIER. CA 90608 (2 13) 695 - 41 34 
For more information on our complete 
product line , call or write today. 

pie, and I know some of the peopl~ I faced 
were just soft punks, though a lot of them 
weren't. Against a hard guy who isn't scared 
of a gun pointed at him, well, you can see 
why so many officers do have to drop the 
hammer. Like I said, I've been lucky." 

The survey questions that most got this 
officer's attention were, "In how many of the 
pistol encounters was the gun held in both 
hands?" and "How often did you have to react 
and reach for your gun instead of already 
having it in your hand?" He'd had warning 
enough to draw a 12-gauge loaded with 00 
buck in three of the 18 confrontations. 

However, breakdown showed that in his 
handgun encounters , 73% of the time, 
against 78% of his opponents, he had faced 
the danger with the pistol in only one hand. 
Furthermore, hell had to react and draw a 
handgun 50% of the time against 54% of the 
potentially lethal criminal suspects he had 
faced. 

"That was particularly sobering," the 
officer said when we shut off the calculator. 
"I've been doing a disproportionately large 
amount of my practice with my gun already 
out and in two hands. I intend to work on 
that." 

Have YOU, brother officer, sat down and 
looked at every situation where you had to 
draw a gun in your time on The Job, and 
broken it down to establish "patterns of 
encounter"? If not, nows the time. 

After you've sat down and done it , feel free 
to put your results together and send it to Mas 
Ayoob, Lethal Force Institute, PO. Box 122, 
Concord , NH 03301. I guarantee to keep 
your name totally confidential. Feel free to 
include actual shooting incidents, but what 
I'm also looking for here is the stuff we made 
this column of, something that has never been 
done before: COMPILING THE PROFILES 
OF CASES WHERE COPS TAKE SUS
PECTS AI GUNPOINT AND DON'T WIND 
UP HAVING TO FIRE. To defend the officer 
who drew but didn't fire yet stands accused of 
over-reacting, or to defend the officer who 
did have to fire and is being told he shouldn't 
have, such data can be compellingly 
important. 

Send it along, if you like, and I'll try to set 
up an ongoing computer study like the one 
my friend Evan Marshall does on gunfight 
stopping power per cartridge. Try to include 
crime involved , whether cover was available 
and whether you took it. Did you have to 
reactively draw or was your gun already out? 
How many perpetrators did you face? What 
kind of weapons did they turn out to have? 
What was the typical distance of the encoun
ters? For the real-life cop in this column the 
average was well under seven yards not 
counting one 50-yard situation. What type of 
weapon were you armed with? Were you on 
duty, off duty, or civilian status at time of 
occurrence? If on duty, uniform or 
plainclothes? How many brother officers 
were present with you? (The officer in this 
column was mano a mano 50% of the time 
(nine incidents) , against two suspects eight 
times (44%) , and only once against three. He 
had two or more backups present on two 
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occasions, one partner half a dozen times, a 
K-9 twice, and the rest of the time did it by 
himself.) 

If you send in the info now, give us about a 
year to compile and publish it. The results of 
that correlated data could help a ~ 
lot of cops in the future. ~ 
Mas Ayoob works fulltime teaching 
Advanced Officer Survival, Lethal Threat 
Management for Police, and Judicious Use of 
Deadly Force throughout the US and other 
free countries through Lethal Force Institute, 
PO &x 122, Concord, NH 03301. He works 
part time in a jidly sworn capacity as a 
lieutenant with a small municipal police 
department in New England. 

MILLER'S MERCCOMP 
Continued from page 42 

finding new applications for existing con
cepts. Kent knew tubes of mercury in rifle 
stocks could tame heavy-recoiling magnum 
loads. He also knew that bull barrels and 
ported expansion chambers could reduce 
handgun muzzle flip. So why not combine 
those two proven technologies with the added 
bonus of putting the mercury where it would 
do the most good? 

Smith & Wesson's Model 629 stainless 
steel .44 Magnwn is the foundation for the 
MercComp. After removing the factory bar
rel, Kent checks the remaining parts to his 
own tight set of tolerances and replaces non
conforming items. To make the MercComp 
as compact as possible, the grip frame is 
reduced to round butt K-frame dimensions. 
Work on the action includes timing, honing, 
polishing, and installing Wolff springs. The 
trigger is smoothed and reshaped for 
improved double action firing and an adjust
able trigger stop is added. The front of the 
trigger guard gets sharp 30 line-per-inch 
checkering. The chamber mouths are cham
fered for easy speed loading; and, to prevent 
recoil bite, the sharp edges on the cylinder 
latch are rounded. 

What makes the MercComp unique is its 
barrel, which houses the mercury suppressor 
and the ported expansion chamber compen
sator. For this critical component, Kent 
chose a Shilen stainless steel 11/4" diameter 
unturned barrel blank trimmed to 4" for the 
Combat/Carry Gun. At the muzzle end, he 
cuts a chamber with an oblong port on either 
side of the front sight location. The chamber 
reduces the barrel's rifled length to three
inches. 

A stainless steel rod serves as the barrel's 
underlug and as the suppressor's mercury 
chamber. The rod is bored out and TIG 
welded to the barrel. The muzzle end of the 
mercury chamber is plugged and also 
welded. (Welding is the only operation not 
done by Kent.) Mercury is injected into the 
chamber through a small hole at the forward 
end of the ejector rod cut. This hole is sealed 
with a set screw and heavy duty Loctite to 
prevent leaking even under the heaviest 
recoil. 

Kent admits his designs for both the com-

Safari Arms .45 Combat Pistols 
Are Back ... Only :from Olympic Arms 

The famous Safari Enforcer (3.8" barrel) and Match Master (S" barrel) 

are noted for their accuracy and durability. Available now. 
on!Y from O!Ympic Arms. in Armaloy. blue. alloy and stainless steel. 

These Accessories 
Avdildble Sepdrntely 

HAMMER. Stainless steel com
mander style. Designed with 
enough metal for correct fitting 
of the sear engagement. $14.95 

EXTENDED COMBAT SLIDE 
RELEASE. Now the same tech
nology as applied to the Safari 
Enforcer parts provides for one 
hand control during reloading, 
leaving left hand free to insert a 
fresh magazine_ Browning High 
Power: $19.50; Colt: $19.95 

BEAVERTAIL GRIP SAFETY. 
Provides better control of the 
weapon by spreading recoil over 
a larger area of the shooter's 
hand . This reduces apparent 
recoil and eliminates hammer 
pinch_ Requires minimal frame 
contouring for a perfect fit. 
$19.95 

AMBIDEXTROUS COMBAT 
SLIDE RELEASE SET. Now full 
control of the -45 automatic with 
the left hand. $29.50 

EXTENDED COMBAT SAFETY. 
Match-proven design assures 
positive control of safety without 
having to shift or reposition grip. 
Browning High Power: $19.95; 
Colt: $19.95 

AMBIDEXTROUS COMBAT 
SAFETY SET. Full position con
trol with right or left hand_ Get 
the most from your automatic. A 
must for combat shooters. 
police officers and all left hand
ers. Browning High Power : 
$34.95; Colt: $39.95* 
"Manufactured under pat. 
#3492748 

FIXED REAR SIGHT SET. No
nonsense front and rear sights 
designed for fast target acquisi
tion. Provides the proper light 
gap between the front and rear 
sight. Melted full radius style. 
Available in blue and stainless 
steel. Rear sight fits standard 
dove tail. $14.95 

Dedier Inquiries Invited 
Write or Cdll for FREE cdtdlog 

OLYMPIC ARMS, INC. TO ORDER: 
Send cashier's check or money order for 
immediale delivery_ Personal and business 
checks mus! clear first Will ship C.0.0. for 
orders over $30.CO _ Minimum shipping 
charge is $4.00. Add Sl.65 on all c_o_o_ 
orders. Washinglon residenls add 7-5% 
sales lax or furnish your slale tax number_ 
Please call us if you have any queslmns. 

dba SGW 
624 OLD PACIFIC HWY. S.E. 

OLYMPIA, WA 98503 
PHONE: (206) 456-3471 

LaRocca Gun Works, inc. 
Basic Street 
to Full House 
Competition 

For the highest reliability, quality 
& craftsmanship. Let us work with 
you to design and customize 
your gun. 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Home of the Rock-Well Mag Funnel 

51 Union Place 
Worcester, MA 01608 
(617) 754-2887 
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Now ... 

1.---~;;;:...----AUTOMATIC 
PRIMING 

includes our Positive Priming System 
. . . plus our NEW 
AUTOMATIC 

PRIMER SHUT-OFF 
makes it easy to remove tubes 

without spilling primers. 

5-STATION DIE 
PLATFORM 

speeds reloading pistol calibers 
where roll or taper crimp 

is used. 

DIES INCLUDED!! 
New low Pro-Jector price 

includes your choice of any 
standard Hornady Die Set. 

AUTOMATIC 
INDEXING 

for smooth, problem-free 
reloading for both rifle and 

pistol cartridges. 

BRASS KICKER™ 
automatically ejects a loaded 
round with each lever stroke. 

----CARTRIDGE 
CATCHER 

holds up to 80 rounds. Larger 
Cartridge Catcher available. 

_ POWER-PAC™ 
LINKAGE 

helps you load faster with 
less effort. 

KICK BRASS 
FOR LESS 

with the Homady Pro ... J ector ™ 

Faster ... smoother. .. and lower priced - to produce more 
rounds per hour, with less effort. We're proud to offer you the 
Pro-Jector™ - with more features than any other progressive 
on the market today. 

The Hornady Pro-Jector is the only progressive press with 
standard automatic indexing and automatic case ejector for 
both rifle and pistol calibers. Write Hornady for a copy of our 
latest catalog. 

We're what IHI 
reloadingis 

1 111 
o:r:nady. 

all about Hornady Manufacturing Co., Dept. AG1098 
Box 1848, Grand Island, NE 68802-1848 

pensator and the suppressor are more 
empirical than theoretical. He experimented 
most with the exit hole size in the compen
sator and the amount of mercury in the sup
pressor. The best results came with the exit 
hole .015" over bore diameter and the mer
cury chamber two-thirds full (about an ounce 
of mercury) . 

Since the set screw that seals the mercury 
chamber eliminates the normal Smith & 
Wesson forward cylinder lock on the ejector 
rod, Kent installs two ball bearing locks on 
the cylinder crane, one in front and one on 
top, making for a very rigid cylinder lockup. 

A Power Custom ramp front sight is 
installed on the new barrel and both it and the 
standard Smith & Wesson adjustable rear 
sight are modified to a fast and efficient three
dot system. To disrupt any reflections or 
mirage in the sight plane, the top of the barrel 
is serrated 50 lines-per-inch. 

Using a subtle blend of four distinct finish
ing techniques, the MercComp demonstrates 
that good looks do not have to be sacrificed 
for utility. Sandblasting, beadblasting, brush 
polishing, and mirror polishing combine to 
give the gun an attractive array of textures 
and highlights. The standard Smith & 
Wesson combat grips add to the gun's overall 
image but may be replaced by any optional K
frame grips to suit an individual shooter. 

Proof of the MercComp's technological 
effectiveness and Kent's skill came on the 
range. The suppressor/compensator com
bination reduces .44 Magnum felt recoil and 
muzzle flip one quantum level to .357 Mag
num status. Even with full power Remington 
240 grain loads, quick second shots are com
pletely controllable. Winchester .44 Special 
200 grain Silvertips feel like .38 Special tar
get wadcutters - virtually no recoil. 

And although far from a target gun in 
concept, the MercComp turned in several 
sub-one-inch single action groups with each 
of the test loads from a braced sitting position 
at 25 yards. Fast double action groups ran 
from two to three inches at seven yards. 

Performance like this would not be possi
ble without Kent's crisp trigger and smooth 
action. The single action trigger broke at a 
light three pounds in complete safety (the 
hammer would not fall even from the sharp
est open-handed blow); while the double 
action cycled with totally reliable primer 
ignition at a little over eight pounds. 

No one every said custom handguns were 
inexpensive, but with a MercComp you get 
the results you pay for. The Combat/Carry 
Gun goes for $1200 complete or $850 for 
MercComp modifications on a customer's 
gun. Kent also builds a MercComp Hunter 
with a six inch barrel, Kimber quick-detach 
scope rings, and return-to-zero scope mount
ing points milled directly into the barrel. The 
Hunter costs $1300 complete or $950 for the 
modifications. 

Turnaround time for a full custom gun is 
four to five months, but shorter for less exten
sive work. For both revolvers and autos, 
Kent offers a full range of custom services at 
prices he says are "probably a little cheaper 
than most of the big guys." 
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Local law enforcement has been quick to 
recognize Kent's skill. He does work for at 
least five municipal departments plus the pri
vate security agency at the nuclear power 
plant he helped to build. This police and 
security business contributes to the fact that 
about 70 3 of Kent's work is on revolvers. 

Of particular interest to police officers are 
Kent's two newest custom services, the Duty 
Package and Deluxe Duty Package. These 
differ by the amount of work done, but the 
main feature of each is a ported expansion 
chamber recoil compensator milled directly 
into the factory barrel. The compensator has 
a removable end cap (for easy cleaning) set 
inside of and flush with the muzzle. The Duty 
Packages give an officer the advantage of 
carrying a compensated weapon with an 
almost unaltered appearance. 

There has yet to be a dissatisfied customer, 
probably because Kent guarantees his work 
unconditionally (except for loss and abuse) 
and also because he makes sure he and his 
customers communicate. "If you have any 
questions pertaining to the services offered," 
says the last line of Kent's catalog, "please 
call; or if you just want to talk guns, call 
anyway!" 

You can get a catalog for one dollar by 
writing Miller's Gun Service, Dept. AH, 210 
East Julia, Clinton, IL 61727; or you can talk 
guns by calling (217) 935-9362, Monday 
through Friday, 9 am .... 
to 5 pm central time. ~ 

BIG BORE AUTOS 
Continued from page 63 

lead could foul the gas system. I had spme 
cast lead bullet handloads I really wanted to 
try in the Desert Eagle, but I resisted the 
temptation and suggest that you do likewise 
since I really don't know what detrimental 
effect firing cast (or swaged) lead bullets in 
the Desert Eagle's gas system would have. 
Given the importer's cautions, I believe it 
would be wise to heed them, though as with 
all gas systems when used with the proper 
powders, the Desert Eagle's gas system is 
somewhat self-cleaning since the gases trav
eling through the system do have a scouring 
effect. 

Because of their clean burning properties, 
H-110 and WW-296 performed well in the 
handloads I used. I fired half a box of 
Winchester .44 Magnum 240 grain HSP 
ammunition through the Desert Eagle for 
chronographing purposes. Interestingly 
enough, the gas system, which together with 
the unbelievable weight of the Desert Eagle 
make the .44 Magnum cartridge feel like 
something on the order of a hot .45 ACP 
load, also causes the loss of some velocity, 
perhaps significantly so. The factory 
Winchester produced 120 fps velocity less 
than the same load produced when fired in a 
six inch barrel S&W Model 629. 

The third big-bore autoloader American 
Handgwmer evaluated for hunting pur-

IMPROVE 
Your performance with championship-proven, precision 
custom parts and accessories!... 

You are demanding. You are used to the best. You want professional care. 
You want classic, old fashioned, dependable service. You want quality, 
performance-proven equipment. We have it all! We are the Nation's best! 

BAT. ULTRA-COMP 

FLORIDA 1-305-553-0844 
1911 Type Pistols Accessories Competition Holsters PLAIN 

BROWN 
LEATHER Wilson Combat Belts & Pouches 

Extended Thumb Safety Blue or sis .... SAVE 
Extended Slide Release Blue or sis .... SAVE 
Extended Combat Ejector SAVE 
MATCH 45, 6" B.B.L. SAVE 
Extended Magazine Button SAVE 
Competition Match Trigger wi3 holes ... SAVE 
Commander Hammer Blue or sis . SAVE 
Beavertail Grip Safety Blue or sis . . .. SAVE 
Shok-Buff Buffers (6 pk.) . SAVE 
Combat 3idots Sights . . ......... SAVE 
Full Length Spring Guide Gov. or cic ... SAVE 
Magazine Well Funnel Blue or sis . SAVE 
Checkered Mainspring Housing . . .. SAVE 
Recoil Spring 9, 10, 12, 15, 
17, 18'12 lb. Gov1. . ... SAVE 
S & A Magazine Guide Blue or sis ..... SAVE 
Safari Extended Safety Blue or sis .... $19.95 
Safari Ambidextrous Extended 
Thumb Safety Blue or sis . . 29.95 

Magazines & Speedloaders 
Metal Form Match Magazine 

Ernie Hill Model 666 Fender Holster . SAVE 
Ernie Hill Model PPC Fender Holster . SAVE 
Ernie Hill Competition Belt ... SAVE 
Ernie Hill Single Magazine Pouch ... SAVE 
Ernie Hill Double Magazine Pouch ... SAVE 
Ernie Hill Vert. Triple Mag. Pouch . . SAVE 
SafarilandiRogers Model 007 Holster $65.00 
SiR Cup Challenge Holster . . $65.00 
SafarilandiRogers Gunfighters Belt .. $34.95 
SiR Adj . Single Mag. Pouch ....... $14.95 
SiR Double Mag. Pouch .......... $22.25 
SiR Triple Comp. Magazine Pouch .. $29.95 
SiR Triple Loader Pouch .......... $16.95 

Action Tune-Up Kits 
S & W K/UN Spring kits . . . $10.35 
Colt 1911 Spring Kit ... .. .. .•.• ... $12.95 
S & W J Spring Kit . . $ 7.70 
Beretta 92 Spring Kit ........... .. $11 .95 
SIG-SAUER P226 Spring Kit ....... $ 7.70 

Timers & Chronographs 
wiShaw pad sis 9 mm $19.95 Pearl Systems Timer PST-10 $149.00 

$ 79.95 Metal Form Match Magazine Chrony Chronograph 
wiShaw Pad sis 38 Super ...... . . ... $19.95 Sights 
Shooting Star, 38 Super 
10 Rds. Mags. sis . . ... $27.95 Bo-Mar rear sight , (BMCS) $49.95 
NEW BAT. Brass Ultra-Mag pad 2 pk. $ 9.95 Wichita combat Sight ............. $51.75 
Comp. II Speedloaders KIL $ 6.95 Books 
NEW Comp. Ill Speedloader K . $12.95 

Recoil Compensators 
Wilson Accu-Comp. II Kit 45 ACP . 
Wilson LE-Comp. Kit 45 ACP 

Videos 

. .. SAVE 
SAVE 

IPSC U.S. Nationals 1987 
NRA/Bianchi 1987 . 
Handguns & Home Survival 

$49.95 
... $49.95 

...... $49.95 

Glasses 
Oakley Blades . 
Oakley Blades Lens 

= lfifiJIEit~rJ}filfJJCJ!ll~: 
""· . llJXIIPWW~ '..;:.,1 ~~~~a- ® 

P .0. BOX 3238 • HIALEAH, FL 33013 

"You Can't Miss" by John Shaw . . $ 9.95 
"Shoot to Win" by John Shaw . . . $11.95 
"Combat 45 Auto" by Bill Wilson ... $11.95 
"Hallocks 45 Handbook" .......... $11.95 
"Combat Handgunnery" $10.95 

Accessories 
Chapman Screw Driver Kit .. $19.95 
IPSC Target Pasters $ 3.50 
Lyman Brass Gunsmith Hammer . $ 9.95 
Lyman Compact Screw Driver Kit ... $19.95 

FREE SHIPPING IN CONTINENTAL U.S. 
SEND $2.00 FOR THE MOST COMPLETE PRACTICAL PISTOL CATALOG EVER 
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• Molded of long-lasting Dupont Hytrel® 
• More compact, 20°/o less weight than leather 

• Half the price of leather 
• Resists scratches and scuffs 

• Not affected by rot, mildew or water 
•Two finishes-plain or basketweave 

• Three colors-black, tan, brown 
• Most comfortable to wear 

of all Speedloader cases 

[HKS) 
HKS Products, lnc'.1'> 

7841 Foundation Drive 
Florence, KY 41042 

poses was the LAR Grizzly, which, like the 
Coonan, shares more than a passing 
resemblance to the 1911 Colt Government 
Model. In fact, well over one half of the 
Grizzly's parts will interchange with the Colt 
Government Model, and those which will not 
interchange are those parts which have to be 
strengthened or enlarged to accept the .45 
Winchester Magnwn cartridge and its at
tendant recoil. 

The Grizzly is big, though not on the same 
gargantuan scale of the Desert Eagle. With 
its checkered rubber Pachmayr-type grips 
the Grizzly is much more comfortable to 
shoot than the Coonan. Since its grip profile 
is a little less than the Desert Eagle, the 
Grizzly is slightly more comfortable to hold. 
Make no mistake, though, the Grizzly, as 
well as the Coonan and Desert Eagle, 
demands two hands to control it. 

The standard barrel length of the Grizzly is 
six and one half inches, though other lengths 
are available. Mr. Elden (Robbie) Robison, 
president of LAR Manufacturing, did not 
have a six and one half inch barrel Grizzly to 
loan me when I wanted to evaluate his big
bore autoloader, but he very kindly let me 
borrow his personal Grizzly with a long slide 
and a ten inch barrel. 

I've long thought that the .45 Winchester 
Magnwn has deserved more interest as a 
sporting cartridge than fate has currently 
decreed. The concept of lengthening the 
proven .45 ACP round for use in autoloaders 
(within the constraints of keeping the car
tridge short enough so that the resulting mag
azine and frame permit ordinary hwnans to 
grasp the pistol comfortably) is a sound one 
due to the variety of excellent .45 caliber 
bullets available. 

Currently the only factory loaded car
tridge for the .45 Winchester Magnwn is 
provided by Winchester, a 230 grain full 
metal jacket loading. This bullet could have 
some handgun hunting applications when 
deep penetration, say through the heavy gris
tle plate on the shoulder of a "Russian" wild 
boar, is needed. Any slug which starts out at 
.45 diameter punches a large hole in living 
tissue even if the bullet does not expand. 
However, the handgun hunter will almost 
certainly wish to handload the .45 
Winchester Magnwn in order to achieve its 
full hunting potential. 

The factory .45 Winchester Magnum 
ammunition I had on hand was going on 10 
years old since I had bought a case of it when 
this caliber was first introduced. But as one 
would expect of an ammunition company like 
Winchester, every round went through the 
ten inch Grizzly without a bobble and with 
remarkably consistent velocities, 1,427 fps at 
the muzzle with a standard deviation of 12 for 
ten rounds. 

The factory literature advertises 1,400 fps 
for factory ammo from the six and one half 
inch barrel. While I don't know if that shorter 
barrel will actually tum in that velocity, the 
ten inch barrel slightly exceeds it, so I have 
no quarrel with the manufacturer's claim. 

Accuracy was more than acceptable: two 
and one half inch groups at 25 yards with 
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factory ammunition, of which I fired five in 
order to get 50 once-fired cases for reloading. 
Since I was using Mr. Robison's personal 
pistol I don't know if the trigger had been 
specially tuned or not, but it was just fine for 
me at three and one half pounds with no drag 
or creep. Extraction and ejection was 
positive, with the Grizzly slinging its fired 
cases a good 12-14 feet almost at right angles 
from the ejection port. That made finding the 
empties a little tricky, especially when shoot
ing just after the first snowfall of the year, but 
I certainly didn't have to contend with any 
"stove pipe" cases being crunched between 
the barrel shroud and the slide. 

There were several failures to adequately 
chamber loaded cartridges, but my reloading 
technique was at fault. While handloading 
for the Grizzly my normal practice was to 
load ten rounds of a given powder and bullet 
combination in order to test for functioning 
and initial accuracy. I didn't get one batch 
adequately resized. These were the only 
feeding, chambering or extraction problems I 
experienced in over 450 rounds fired . 

I had done some load development for the 
.45 Winchester Magnum when the Wildey 
big-bore autoloader first appeared, and had 
found that Blue Dot seemed to be the best 
powder for this cartridge, with Unique the 
second best. The slower burning powders 
such as WW-296, H-110 and 2400 can be 
used, but these powders really require a 
heavy crimp to hold the bullet in the case until 
the pressure curve reaches its optimum 
value. 

Since the Grizzly is not a gas operated 
system I could use cast lead bullets. One 
particularly good load was the JDJ 340 grain 
cast bullet propelled by 14 grains ofBlue Dot. 
This load produced velocities of 1,250 fps 
which was a little more than I expected. 
Functioning was flawless and accuracy 
hovered just outside the two and one half inch 
center-tcrcenter range at 25 yards. For a 
good jacketed bullet load I found that the 
Speer 260 grain JHP with 16 grains of Blue 
Dot grouped just slightly better than the JDJ 
340 grain bullet and turned up 1,310 fps at the 
muzzle. I believe either of these loads, 
assuming that the shooter works up the load 
carefully and stops immediately if indications 
of excessive pressures appear, would be suit
able for hunting. 

The accuracy of the Grizzly was aided by 
the Millett sights and the fine trigger, and I 
certainly give the manufacturer an ·~+" for 
furnishing an ambidextrous safety as a stan
dard feature. The magazine holds seven 
rounds, the same as a standard 1911 Colt Gov
ernment Model. 

The Grizzly is a well made big-bore auto
loader which utilizes tried and true tech
nology and materials to capitalize on the 
much greater power available from the .45 
Winchester Magnum cartridge. For those 
who wish to scope the Grizzly, the manufac
turer offers a mount which clamps to the 
slide. 

The big-bore autoloaders evaluated above 
are reliable in operation, and if fed the 

proper ammunition they are capable of 
cleanly taking any game animal within the 
power limits of the pistol cartridges for which 
they are chambered. They are less tempera
mental than the Auto Mag, but with the one 
exception of "Russian" wild boar I cannot 
recommend that any of the three pistols eval
uated be used on dangerous game since to do 
so would not be fair to either hunter or the 
game. 

With this current crop of big-bore auto
loaders I think we have just about reached the 
limits of cartridges which can be loaded into 
a magazine and inserted into the frame of an 
autoloader and still be small enough for the 
shooter with average sized hands to grasp. I 
really can't see autoloader pistol cartridges 
getting any longer until some inventor fig
ures out a way to load the cartridges in a 
magazine forward of the trigger guard as was 
done on the Broornhandle Mauser. 

Bullet diameters can get a little bigger of 
course, with a corresponding reduction in the 
number of loaded rounds which can be 
packed into a magazine, but with the .44 
Magnum and the .45 Winchester Magnum 
we are probably seeing the optimum length 
for autoloading pistols. However, there will 
be new calibers on the market, and sooner 
than we think. 

Big-bore autoloaders do present some 
problems for the handgun hunter. Perhaps 
the biggest problem is the fact that due to 
product liability considerations, the manu
facturers of the autoloaders evaluated do not 
recommend chambering a round until you 

~ 

are ready to shoot. You can draw up your 
own definition of how an autoloader can 
safely be carried, and you can certainly 
choose to carry these pistols with a round in 
the chamber and the safety engaged while 
you are stalking. 

Perhaps you might even fit a leather or 
fabric strap so that rhe hammer is blocked 
from contacting the firing pin should the 
hammer be inadvertently released. However, 
the people who manufacture or import these 
big-bore autoloaders strongly warn against 
carrying a round in the chamber until you are 
ready to shoot. If you wish to carry any of 
these pistols with a round in the chamber 
while you are stalking you are on your own. 

To be absolutely safe, no round should be 
chambered until you have taken your stand or 
gotten into shooting position. This makes the 
autoloader somewhat more awkward and 
slower to get into action than a revolver or a 
single-shot pistol. You'll also find that the 
slides on these big-bore autoloaders are hard 
to cycle by hand due to the weight of the 
slides and the heavy springs involved. The 
Desert Eagle is somewhat harder to cycle 
than the Coonan or the Grizzly since the 
lower part of the rotary bolt has to cam down 
the rim of the uppermost cartridge held in the 
magazine. 

Of course, cycling the slide to chamber a 
round isn't something which can be done in 
complete silence, either. This evolution will 
generate some degree of noise, and that 
brings the risk of perhaps spooking nearby 
game. 

BRASS CATCHER* 
"It's the handiest on the market" 

o4 $12.95 
The BRASS CATCHER• fits on your hand, not on 
your handgun. No more clumsy distractions. Specifically 
designed for Browning, Colt, Mac 10, Uzi and other popular 
semi-autos. The BRASS CATCHER* adjusts for either top 
or right side ejections. Recommended for right hand shooters. 

Send check or money order to: 

GAGE MANUFACTURING 
663 West 7th St. San Pedro, CA 90731 No C.O.D. 

SHOOT A HANDGUN 
Reveals the expert's way to use your handguns safely, effectively and within the law. It 
describes, with helpful illustrations, the accepted techniques of shooting, and shows you how 
to choose the best handgun for your particular needs. Learn how and where to shoot, the 
care and cleaning of your weapons, firearms responsibility, what ammunition to purchase, 

and much more. Features detailed photos of popular handguns plus 
a special chapter on defensive pistol shooting. SHOOT A HANDGUN 
is the complete manual of handgun instruction that you'll refer to 
again and again. Includes a glossary of handgun terms. Make it part 
of your home library now! Only $8.95 plus $1.00 for postage and 
handling. HANDGUNNER BOOKS Suite 200 Dept. 24 H-9 

591 Camino de la Reina, San Diego, CA 92108 

----Send me a copy of SHOOT A HANDGUN. Enclosed find $8.95 
plus _$1.00 for postage and handling. 
----Charge my Credit Card Visa MC 
Number Exp. Date Initials __ 
NAME 
ADDRE~s~s--------------------~ 

CITY STATE ZIP ____ _ 
California residents, add 6.5% sales tax. Please allow 4-6 weeks for Celiverv. 
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While the five inch Coonan and the six and 
one-half inch Grizzly can be carried fairly 
comfortably in a belt holster, the longer bar
reled pistols require a shoulder holster. The 
Grizzly loaned me by Mr. Robison had sling 
swivel studs brazed to the mainspring hous
ing and the underside of the slide. With 
optical sights atop the pistol, a sling becomes 
a viable alternative to a holster, though when 
I tried carrying the Grizzly with its sling I 
found it to be a very awkward exercise. For 
me at least, the pistol seemed to be much less 
comfortable when slung over one shoulder. 
You have to keep one hand on the sling con
stantly to ensure the pistol does not slip down 
under your armpit or off your shoulder 
entirely. You can also sling the pistol so that it 
rides low across your chest. That makes the 
pistol easy to reach and bring up into shoot
ing position, and the sling's tension across 
your back helps to steady you for the shot. 
However, this takes some getting used to, and 
you'll probably be acutely aware of the pistol 
and will want to avoid sudden movements 
which could cause the pistol to swing against 
a tree or some other obstruction. And these 
pistols are heavy! 

Like most things in life these big-bore 
autoloaders are compromises. They are fas
cinating pistols which can be used for hand
gun hunting under the unique parameters 
their designs dictate. They are specialized 
pistols and the handgun hunter will have to 
adapt to them; it won't be the other ~ 
way 'round. ~ 

GAME DEPARTMENTS 
Continued from page 56 

GEORGIA 
Game and Fish Division 
270 Washington Street, S. W. 
Atlanta, GA 30334 
( 404) 656-3523 

HAWAII 
Land and Natural Resources Department 
P.O. Box 621 
Honolulu, HI 96809 
(808) 548-2861 

IDAHO 
Fish and Game Department 
P.O. Box 25 
600 S. Walnut 
Boise, ID 83707 
(208) 334-5459 

ILLINOIS 
Fish and Wildlife Resources Division 
520 S. 2nd Street 
Springfield, IL 62706 
(217) 782-6424 

INDIANA 
Fish and Wildlife Division 
State Office Building 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
(317) 232-4080 

IOWA 
Fish and Wildlife Division 
Wallace State Office Building 
Des Moines, IA 50319 
(515) 281-5154 
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KANSAS 
Fish and Game Commission 
Route 2 , Box 54A 
Pratt, KS 67124 
(316) 672-591 I 

KENTUCKY 
Fish and Wildlife Resources 
Capitol Plaza Tower, 24th Floor 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
(502) 564-3400 

LOUISIANA 
Wildlife and Fisheries Department 
Box 15570 
Baton Rouge, LA 70895 
(318) 925-3625 

MAINE 
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife 
284 State Street, Station 41 
Augusta , ME 04333 
(207) 289-3374 

MARYLAND 
Forest, Park and Wildlife 
Tawes State Office Building 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
(301) 269-3776 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Fisheries and Wildlife Division 
100 Cambridge Street 
Boston , MA 02202 
(617) 727-3151 

MICHIGAN 
Natural Resources 
Box 30028 
Lansing, MI 48909 
(517) 373-1263 

MINNESOTA 
Fish and Wildlife Division 
500 Lafayette Road 
St. Paul, MN 55146 
(612) 297-1308 

MISSISSIPPI 
Wildlife Conservation Department 
P.O. Box451 
Jackson, MS 39205 
(601) 961-5335 

MISSOURI 
Wildlife Division 
2901 West Truman B 
Jefferson City, MO 65101 
(314) 751-4115 

MONTANA 
Fish, Wildlife and Parks Department 
1420 E. 6th Avenue 
Helena, MT 59620 
(406) 444-2612 

NEBRASKA 
Fisheries and Wildlife 
P.O. Box 30370 
2200N. 33rd 
Lincoln, NE 68503 
(402) 464-0641 

NEVADA 
Wildlife Department 
P.O. Box 10678 
Reno, NV 89520 
(702) 789-0500 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Fish and Game Department 
34 Bridge Street 
Concord, NH 03301 
(603) 274-3542 

NEW JERSEY 
Division of Fish , Game, and Wildlife 
CN-400, 363 Pennington Avenue 
Trenton, NJ 08625 
(609) 292-2965 

NEW MEXICO 
Game and Fish Department 
Villagru Building 
Santa Fe, NM 87503 
(505) 827-7885 

NEW YORK 
Fish and Wildlife Division 
50WolfRoad 
Albany, NY 12233 
(518) 457-5690 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Wildlife Resources Commission 
P.O. Box 27687 
Raleigh , NC 27611 
(919) 733-3391 

NORTH DAKOTA 
Game and Fish Department 
JOO N. Bismarck Avenue 
Bismarck, ND 58505 
(701) 224-2180 

OHIO 
Wildlife Division 
Fountain Square 
Columbus, OH 43224 
(614) 265-6305 

OKLAHOMA 
Wildlife Conservation Department 
Box 53465 
Oklahoma City, OK 73152 
(405) 521-2739 

OREGON 
Fish and Wildlife Department 
50 SW Mill Street 
Box 3503 
Portland, OR 97208 
(503) 229-5456 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Game Commission 
8000 Derry Street 
P.O. Box 1567 
Harrisburg, PA 17105 
(717) 787-3633 

RHODE ISLAND 
Department of Environmental Management 
Division of Fish and Wildlife 
Government Center 
Tower Hill Road 
Wakefield, RI02879 
(401) 789-3094 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Wildlife and Fresh Water Fisheries Division 
Box 167 
Columbia, SC 29202 
(803) 758-0007 
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SOUTH DAKOTA 
Wildlife Division 
445 E. Capitol 
Pierre, SD 57501 
(605) 773-3381 

TENNESSEE 
Wildlife Resources Agency 
Box40747 
Nashville, TN 37204 
(615) 360-0610 

TEXAS 
Wildlife Division 
4200 Smith School Road 
Austin, TX 78744 
(512) 479-4971 

UTAH 
Wildlife Resources 
1596 West North Temple 
Salt Lake City, UT 84116 
(801) 533-9333 

VERMONT 
Fish and Game Department 
State Office Building 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
(802) 828-3374 

VIRGINIA 
Game and Inland Fisheries Commission 
4010 West Broad Street 
Richmond , VA 23230 
(804) 257-1000 

WASHINGTON 
Game Department 
600 N. Capitol Way 
Olympia , WA 98504 
(206) 753-5710 

WEST VIRGINIA 
Wildlife Resources Division 
1800 Washington Street East 
Charleston, WV 25306 
(304) 348-2771 

WISCONSIN 
Wildlife Management Bureau 
IOI S. Webster Street 
P.O. Box 7921 
Madison , WI 53707 
(608) 266-2193 

WYOMING 
Game and Fish 
5400 Bishop Boulevard 
Cl1eyenne, WY 82002 
(307) 777-7632 

B-SQUARE MOUNT 
Continued from page 55 

I mounted a Burris l.5x4 scope on a 
Model 29 and took off to the range. The 
testing method was simple enough: shoot it 
a bunch with the hottest loads I had and see 
if it fell off. Briefly, it didn't. 

Actually I was a little more thorough 
than that, for I checked to see if anything 
had loosened at 25 round intervals for the 
first 100 rounds and then when I finished 
the next 100. A total of 200 rounds of fac
tory .44 Magnum ammunition was fired by 
several sore handed friends and myself in 
the space of a couple of hours and the 

mount changed not a bit. 
I began by shooting some sandbag 

groups at 25 yards and , finding them reas
suringly small, I moved to some informal 
plinking at ranges out to 100 yards. The 
targets were rocks and other suitable 
objects and I had no problem in powdering 
them to the point that the lawnmower will 
be grateful. 

When I got back from the shooting ses
sion I took everything apart and carefully 
examined the parts for signs of wear. I paid 
careful attention to both mounting screws, 
and they were unchanged. If there had been 
any undue stress on that little 3-56 screw I 
would have seen it in the guise of shiny 
threads or bending, but there was none. 
Nor was there any sign that the rear lug 
assembly had suffered. 

But, even though my test revealed no 
problems, it was limited in the number of 
rounds fired and I think anyone should 
check all scope mount screws periodically 
especially when they're used on heavy 
recoiling guns. 

We've all heard the sad tales of do-it
yourself products that are beyond the abil
ity of any save the gifted. Well, this isn't 
one of them. It's simple. It works. And, it 
won't mess up the gun. Not too shabby. 

For a catalog ofB-Square's complete line 
of no-gunsmithing mounts , write to 
B-Square, Dept. AH, P.O. Box 
11281, Ft. Worth, TX, 76110. 

BUFF BUSTER 
Continued from page 78 

"Go right ahead," was the reply. 
We moved back to the 50 yard line and I 

proceeded to fire six shots double-action 
from the prone position at the "X" ring of 
an NRA action target. The double-action 
pull was incredibly smooth and, much to 
my surprise, the length of pull was much 
shorter than in any other Smith & Wesson 
revolver I had ever shot. Later I would find 
out that the shortened D.A. pull was a 
trademark of this talented gunsmith. 

A quick walk downrange revealed a six 
shot group of 11/s inches. I was impressed! 

Who built this revolver? John French, of 
Third Stone Gunworks, was the answer. 
This was the kind of workmanship and 
knowhow I was looking for to make my 
ideas into a working gun. 

I telephoned John on the following Mon
day and set up an appointment to meet later 
that week. John's shop is a fully equipped 
machine shop and is almost capable of 
building a gun from scratch. We looked at 
some completed guns John had built. 
These included custom PPC revolvers, 
custom stocked XP-lOO's and some of the 
finest hunting rifles I have ever seen. 

John's original interest was in benchrest 
rifle shooting, which gave him a thorough 
knowledge of how to build super-accurate 
guns. We talked about my Buff Buster proj
ect and John agreed to help turn my ideas 
into a working revolver. John ordered the 
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MANDER, BROWNING 
HP, S&W 64S ANO 
BEAETTA 92F 

MILT SPARKS 
BOX 187, DEPT. AH 

* IDAHO CITY, IDAHO 83631 * 
(2081 392-6695 

HANDCRAFTED HOLSTERS AND 
BELTS FOR SERIOUS 
HANDGUNNERS, FEATURING 
PRACTICAL DESIGNS FOR 
COMPETITION AND CONCEALMENT 

SEND $2.00 FOR OUR 
BROCHURE 

~'If!!t!R ~~· 
your hand ... ·~~¥•'·~ ~ ............ :·~ 
not your gun. ~~i=~~~~~·/A"''·"" 

ltworks! ~~ 
~-

Catch ejected casings ----. 
from automatic handguns 
with the CATCH-ALL brass catcher .. 
• saves time & money-eliminates 

searching for lost or scattered brass 
• adjustable strap attaches to right 

hand, allows flexibility 
• no weapon alteration necessary 
• will not obstruct sight picture 
• 2'!. oz. total wt., space-age plastic 

CATCH-ALL s249s 
ppd. 

patent applied for USA 

Place your order today! 
Call Department 206 TOLL FREE 
1-800-824-6853 or (503) 686-9844 in 

Oregon. Visa and MasterCard accepted. 

No Rislc 30-Day Moneybaclc Guarantee 

Catch-All Products. Dept. 206 
P.O. Box 2522. Eugene. OR 97402 
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PROOF IS IN THE 
PERFORMANCE 

Cor-Bon 
Dangerous Game Ammunition 

for Handgun Hunters 

.44 caliber 305 gr FMJ 
.454 caliber 320 gr FMJ 

MANY SATISFIED CUSTOMERS 
CHOOSE 

~~@§[ID@~ 
• Bonded Core Rifle Bullets 

Priced Below the Competition 
• Premium Handgun Hunting 

Bullets 
• Heavy FMJ Bullets in 

. 44 & .454 

Call or Write Peter Pi at 
COR-BON CUSTOM BULLET CO. 

P.O. Box 10126 • Detroit , Ml 48210 
(313) 884-2373 

parts we needed and the following week 
work began. 

John uses an H & S stainless steel cut 
rifled barrel with a one-in-thirteen-inch 
twist. He chose a 1:13 twist to better stabi
lize the heavy bullet which the gun was to 
be built around. John starts with a 
}1/4 11 barrel blank and cuts it to length. 
Then the diameter is reduced to come close 
to my desired finished weight of around 
52 ounces. 

Next, the barrel is threaded between 
centers and the forcing cone is cut. Then 
work starts on the compensator. John 
determines port length by the length of the 
bullet to be used. The heavier the bullet, 
the longer the port. Once port length is 
established, the width and depth are cut to 
maximize size staying within safe wall 
thickness limits. 

Then the barrel is screwed into the 
frame and the barrel cylinder gap is set at 
. 003". Next the cylinder is checked for 
proper alignment and fit to make sure there 
is no binding during rotation. This makes 
for a smoother trigger pull. All parts are 
checked to make sure they are within fac
tory specification. 

Now John starts work on the action-all 
internal parts are highly polished to 
achieve a smooth consistent trigger pull. 
Double-action pull is set at eight pounds, 
single action is set at two pounds. An inter
nal trigger stop is installed and adjusted to 
limit overtravel, then the hammer is mated 

to the other working parts. 
John recontours the hammer spur to 

improve appearance and help keep the 
revolver from snagging on clothing during 
the draw. Three holes are drilled in the 
hammer to lighten it and thereby shorten 
lock time which contributes to accurate 
shooting. 

Next John turns his attention to the 
scope mount. A custom machined alumi
num base is installed which uses Weaver 
stainless steel rings. By using a base made 
of aluminum instead of steel, weight is 
saved and the lighter base is less prone to 
tear itself off during heavy recoil . With this 
mounting system the scope can be taken on 
and off without affecting zero. 

Now John custom machines a front sight 
and installs a Millet rear sight. Three 
weeks had gone by since my first meeting 
with John when he called me to tell me the 
revolver was ready for testing . 

I put 100 rounds of my heavy .44 Mag 
hunting loads in my shooting bag and met 
John at his shop for a trip to the range. We 
drove to the San Gabriel Gun Club to try 
out our new creation. After arranging a 
solid sandbag bench rest targets were set 
up at 25 , 50, and 100 yards . 

Step One was to zero the pistol with the 
iron sights. The scope was quickly 
removed by simply loosening two screws 
on the rings and I settled the big .44 over 
the sandbags and squeezed off the first 
shot. I was pleasantly surprised as the 

The roaring 20's and subsequent 

UNTOUCHABLE 
QUALITY 

military years made the Thompson'"' Sub-machine Gun legendary for its appearance 
and reliability. Today, we still manufacture the Thompson'"' in semi -auto versions. 
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muzzle rose only about three-inches above 
my line of sight and this was with my full 
power hunting loads. When building a 
custom gun, especially one with a muzzle 
brake, the height of the front sight is sort of 
an educated guess. John's guess was very 
close as the first shot fired with the rear 
sight screwed all the way down was about 
one-inch low at 25 yards and the windage 
was perfect. 

I adjusted the sight up a few clicks then 
settled the revolver over the sandbags and 
fired three shots at the 50 yard target. 
Again I noticed how effective the compen
sator was at controlling muzzle rise. I 
looked through the spotting scope and saw 
my three shots in a group of about 
Ph-inches with the point of impact about 
one-inch high. This is where I like my 
hunting revolvers zeroed. I can hold to 
point of aim out to just over 100 yards with 
this setting. 

Next we installed the Leupold 2x scope. 
I fired a single shot at the 25 yard target 
which printed about three-inches high and 
two-inches to the right. A few turns were 
made on the windage and elevation screws, 
and another shot was fired. I set the scope 
point of impact to be about two-inches high 
at 50 yards. A quick removal and 
reinstallation of the scope showed no 
change of zero when I fired another group. 

Now it was time to check the accuracy at 
100 yards. This, for me, is the best indica
tor of a revolver's true hunting potential. 

Six shot groups at 100 yards measured 
31/z-inches. I consider this to be fine 
accuracy for a lead bullet driven at such 
high velocity. 

One last test remained: How fast could I 
deliver aimed fire from my new revolver? 

We set up an 8-inch diameter steel plate 
at about 30 feet. I handed John my PACT 
Electronic Shot Timer and removed the 
scope. I loaded six rounds and got a firm 
hold on my Hogue grips. I tried as quickly 
as I could to make hits on the steel plate. 
The elapsed time from the first shot to the 
sixth shot was 1.37 seconds. Over nine
thousand pounds of muzzle energy in 
under a second and a half! All from a 
61/z-inch barrel, 54 ounce revolver. We had 
accomplished our goal. John had done a 
great job. 

For more information about Buff Buster 
and the other custom services of John 
French, write to him at Third Stone 
Gunworks, Dept. AH, 2400 E. Huntington 
Dr., Duarte, CA, 91010. 

In case you're interested in a first-class 
professional hunter to captain your African 
safari, try the hand with experience at 
handgun hunting. Write to Deon Goosen, 
P.O. Box 73008, Fairland 2030, Republic 
of South Africa. Tell him Mickey ~ 
sent you. ~ 

INTERNATIONAL SHOOTISTS INC. 

"LIFE WITHOUT FEAR". 
·I • G 

.. : .. $10.95 
Sott Cover 
$16.95 
Hard Cover 

$24.95Hard. 
Autographed 
and Numbered 

World champion handgun shooters Mickey 
Fowler and Mike Dalton teach you how and 

when to shoot. Enhance your ability to 
survive. Areas covered: safety • marksmanship 

tactics • legal • women • technique. crime 
guns and equipment. ammunition .150 photos. 

f•G~DRY-FIRE KITS 1til1 

PRACTICE AT HOME 
IMPROVE YOUR SKILLS-$3.95 

Add $2.00 per book or $1.00 per kit Money order, 
Visa and MasterCard shipped immediately 
Personal chec ks allow 3 weeks for delivery. 

CA res idents add 6 V2% sales tax. 

CLASSES FORMING 
Courses in both self-defense or compet ition are 

available. These international experts and Combat 
Masters will teach you to fire fast controlled shots. 

with the mental conditioning to obtain pin-point 
accuracy, and fulfil l your personal goals! 

Send $2.00 for complete 12 page 
Brochure and Information Packet to: 

"""""""' .. '""'""' '" 
DEPARTMENT A.H. 

P.O. BOX 5254 MISSION HILLS, CA 91345 

Our patented porting process is used by more 
hunters and shooters worldwide than all other 
firearm recoil reducing ~~· ~ 
devices combined! r,uDl'11•J1V11® ~ ® 

INTERNATIONAL LTD. YOU, 100, WILL BENEFIT FROM IMPROVED GUN CONTROL. 
INSIST ON THE ORIGINAL MAG-NA-PORT® FOR YOUR RIFLES, 
HANDGUNS AND PRO-PORT® FOR YOUR SHOTGUNS. 

available in Australia & Canada 
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41302 Executive Drive, Mt. Clemens, Michigan 48045 
Call us at (313) 469-6727 
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Custom mounting for most popular 
service pistols and re110l11ers. 

t QI 
Also from ARMSON ... 
• ARMSON O.E.G.• - Self-luminous 

binocular sight. 
• Trijicon• Riflescope- Self-luminous 

crosshairs, for magnified any-light 
accuracy. 

• A.C.O.G." -Advanced Combat Optical 
Gunsight 

Call or write for a FREE catalog! 
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ARMSeN, INC. 
P.O. Box 2130 

Farmington Hills, Ml 48333 
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HUNTING LAWS 
Continued from page 56 

in case you swing a leg over a fallen log and 
step squarely onto a copperhead moccasin 
sunning itself on the other side? Would you be 
in violation of Alabama hunting laws and 
regulations? 

Let's look at a northeastern state like 
Maine. Title 12 of the Maine Statutes, section 
7406, subsection 17B (the general laws relat
ing to hunting) will inform you that a person 
who "uses for hunting or possesses any auto
loading firearms having a magazine capacity 
of more than five cartridges" is guilty of 
possessing a "prohibited implement." 

This subsection further states that "all 
autoloading firearms having a magazine 
capacity in excess of five cartridges shall 
have the magazine permanently altered to 
contain not more than five cartridges before it 
may be used in this State." 

But wait. Subsection 20B(2) two pages 
further along in the statute says that the five 
round magazine restriction does not apply to 
"firearms using the .22 caliber rimfire car
tridge or to any autoloading pistol having a 
barrel less than eight inches in length." You 
breathe a sigh of relief since this means that 
you don't have to permanently block the mag
azine of your big bore autoloader. Darn. Your 
Dan Coonan has a six inch barrel, but your 
LAR Grizzly has a ten inch barrel. Does that 
mean . .. ? 

What about pistols with interchangeable 
barrels of varying lengths? Do you have to 
have two types of magazines if one barrel 
exceeds eight inches in length? 

What about concealed firearms? Must you 
have a permit for concealed carry? "Heck," 
you say, "I'm wearing this big piece of iron 
openly in a shoulder holster. I don't need to 
worry about any law regulating conceal
ment." Maybe. Maybe not. 

Suppose it begins to rain and you shrug 
into the poncho you thoughtfully stowed in 
your day pack? Your pistol is now hidden 
beneath the poncho. Does that make your 
holstered pistol a concealed handgun? Most 
states would argue that your handgun is now 
concealed, and a permit for concealed carry 
is required even though you are miles into the 
puckerbrush. Maybe the warden you meet 
would consider that you're doing the natural 
thing to keep a valuable handgun dry, and 
pass on without thinking more about it. Or 
the warden might ask you to rig your holster 
on the outside of your poncho. Or the warden 
might cite you for a violation of state law, 
perhaps even arrest you! 

Are there any states which specifically 
prohibit autoloaders for hunting? Knowl
edgeable Pennsylvania handgun hunters will 
quickly tell you that autoloading rifles and 
pistols are not legal for big game hunting. 
Title 34 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated 
Statutes section 2308(a)(2) prohibits semi
automatic rifles and pistols as "unlawful 

BWS PELLET TYPES-ask for them by name. 
Available in Cal. .177 & .22. 
' RWS MEISTERKUCELN MATCH-Holds more 

World Records than any other pellet. 
• RWS BOBBY -Delivers high-velocity at a 

low price. 
' RWS SUPERPOINT-For penetrating results 

in the field. 
' RWS SUPERB POINT-Hollow point I ex

pansion pellet. 
' RWS SUPERDOME-Our latest addition, for 

target practice and general use. Round
headed. 

• RWS STANDARD-For all-around shooting. 
• NEW RWS CLUB-A general purpose pellet. 

suitable for target or informal shooting. 
Count on RWS for the best in Precision 

Airgun Products-We offer the 
largest selection of Precision 

~. Built Air Rifles and Pistols 
from West Germany. 
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* THE ULTIMATE GRIP * 
GOOD FOR MORE THAN 

JUST HOLDING ON 

The STREETLOADER "·' grip packs six 
. 38/357 backup rounds securely. Dual 
durometer ABS thermoplastic fits your hand 
with the non-slip, semi-soft feel you demand 
in a custom , working handgun grip . The 
STREETLOADER 'M grip makes topping off 
quick and easy . It 's jamproof' Load 1, 2, or 
3 at once. For plain clothes or off duty use, 
forget a bulky speedloader or dump pouch. 
Yet , it's speed loader relieved . Fits all S & 
W square and round butt , K and L frames . 
Suggested retail $38.50. See your dealer. 
If unavailable, please write for more informa
tion . Made 100% in the USA. 

( STREETLOADERTMJ 

Logan Security Products Company 
Box 16206 Columbus, Ohio 43216 

devices." Thus, in Pennsylvania you may 
legally use a revolver to hunt big game, but 
you may not use an autoloader. 

Just one more example. In West Virginia a 
hunter who wants to use a handgun may use 
either a revolver or a pistol, but only after he 
or she has obtained a Class IA license to hunt 
with a handgun. This license, as provided by 
Chapter 20, Article 2, Section 406 of the 
Code of West Virginia, must be obtained in 
addition to a regular long arms hunting 
license, and is available only to residents of 
the state. A non-resident hunter cannot hunt 
with any type of handgun in West Virginia. 

American Handgunner does not have the 
space to publish all of the laws and regula
tions relating to handgun hunting in our 
American states. In any event, these laws and 
regulations are subject to change by the vari
ous state legislatures and game commissions. 
I think by now you have gotten the idea that 
these laws and regulations are bewilderingly 
complex. They are, and we haven't even 
touched on particular Jaws and regulations 
pertaining to transporting handguns for 
hunting. 

So what can you do to ensure that you don't 
innocently violate a state's laws and regula
tions pertaining to handgun hunting? I sug
gest one inflexible rule: IF YOU HAVE ANY 
DOUBT AS TO THE LAWS OF A STATE 
IN WHICH YOU WISH TO HUNT WITH 
A HANDGUN -ASK STATE OFFICIALS 
BEFORE YOU ATTEMPT TO HUNT. 

You may write or telephone the game com
missions or equivalent agencies in any state 
where you intend to hunt with a handgun . 
Ask to be referred to the law enforcement 
division of the commission; explain your sit
uation and ask for an explanation of the state's 
laws and regulations. 

In my conversations with law enforcement 
officers such as Mr. Jerry Wendt, Assistant 
Director of Law Enforcement for the Penn
sylvania Game Commission, and Major Ray 
Shamblin of the West Virginia Department of 
Natural Resources, I've found these two gen
tlemen, and all other law enforcement peo
ple, to be unfailingly polite to the public and 
anxious to assist in defining the requirements 
of their states' hunting laws and regulations. 

These people do rwt want you to violate 
their laws any more than you want to violate 
them . 

If you ask for the appropriate citations to 
the state laws and regulations and abide by 
the information you receive you should have 
no problems with the guidance you receive 
from these officials. By the way, if you live in 
a state which has laws or regulations which 
you as a handgun hunter believe are unfair or 
overly restrictive, you have a constitutionally 
guaranteed right to work with others to 
change those laws and regulations within the 
framework of our democratic government. 
As American citizens we all enjoy the abso
lute right to petition our elected officials to 
revise the laws and regulations which govern 
us - at the state as well as the national level. 
However, the laws and regulations in effect at 
the time you intend to hunt with your 
handgun are the laws which you ~ 
must obey. ~ 
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The 
V1Sibility 
Difference 
Compared to factory sights, 
Millett Sights on your revolver 
or pistol let you get a sight 
picture faster, easier, and more 
accurately. 

Millett 's blaze ora nge front ramp and 
white outlin e rear - a visible difference! 

Millett's famous blaze orange 
front ramp and precision rear 
sights make any gun shoot 
better. 

Visibly improve your sight 
picture with Millett. 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED. 

1714) 842. 5575 
~-.... ..---
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Smallest, 
most 

compact 
Chronograph 

on the market. 
At your favorite 

gun store. 

CHRONOGRAPH 
Only a handful, 

but what a handful! 
Less than 21h lbs 

4" x 2112" x 711a" 

BREAKTHROUGH 
in technology, price and performance 

Available in gun stores! 
Suggested Retail sa9.95 

• Made of 20 gauge steel. 
• Velocity range from 70 !tis to 9,999 ft/s. 
• Accuracy: better than 99 .5% 
• Extra large LCD readout .7 " high 
• Model " F" for ft / s readout. 

Model " M" for metric mi s. 
• Now your shooti ng cron ies will ask you the 

questions and you will have all the answers. 
• " Chrony " completes your reloading 

equipment needs at an affordable price 
• Do you want to know what your reloads and 

factory loads are doing to your groups? Get 
a " Chrony"' 

• Comes with a 3 year warranty. but will last 
you a lifet ime . 

• Now your " Chrony " can go with you 
anywhere . Just unfold , mount onto tripod 
(or place on a table ). insert skyscreens and 
shoot in less than two minutesi 

• Specially developed integrated circuitry by 
Motorola made min iaturization possible. 

• Designed to work under windy conditions. 
• As for accuracy . reliability. ease of operation 

and warranty , " Chrony" is as good or better 
than the competition. You be the judge i 

• Haven 't you done without a " Chrony" 
long enough? 

Ask your Dealer or write to: 
Shooting Chrony Inc. AH-988 
P 0 Box 101 , LPO 
Niagara Falls, N Y . 14304 
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MANSTOPPERS 
Continued from page 34 

water, sand, clay, and others. After much 
comparison of these substances, I've found 
soft, dry, loose sand to be uniformly repre
sentative of expansion potential energy. 

As the accompanying photo shows, the .38 
caliber bullets did not begin to expand until a 
charge of 8 grains of Blue Dot was reached. 
At 10 grains, up to 14 grains, expansion was 
consistent and 100% reliable, with bullets 
turning themselves inside-out to a diameter 
of over .600" . 

The little Charter snubby digested all the 
loads up to and including 14 grains of Blue 
Dot. However, some leading of the barrel 
and noticeable recoil were beginning at the 
12.25 grain load. 

As a sort of reference point, I included 
some Federal Nyclad 125 grain lead hollow
points. I consider them one of the best 
non-+ P .38 loads available as factory 
ammo. They consistently expand to about 
.500" out of2" barrels, as they did here. 

For my gun, 11 grains of Blue Dot is the 
best compromise on accuracy, power, and 
recoil. Using a two-hand hold without any 
type of support, I managed !i/2" groups at 30 
feet. A benchrest would probably produce 
tighter groups, but keep in mind that snubbies 
are carry-guns, not target pistols. 

The 11 grain load provides bullet expansion 
of almost .650" with safe pressures, optimal 
snubby accuracy, and, as mentioned earlier, 
low night-muzzle-flash. 

So there it is: a .38 snubby load that really 
will reliably expand. It provides what I feel is 
optimal shock value from a short .38. 

Best of all , this is a snubby defense load 
that you can afford to practice with . These 
days, factory Nyclad ammo and Glaser 
Safety Slugs are retailing anywhere from 30C 
to $3.00 per round! That can amount to 
pretty expensive target practice. Yet, with a 
can of Blue Dot and some cast 105 grain serni
wadcutters, you can have practice ammo, 
with self-defense power, at almost the cost of 
.22 LR ammo. 

This powerful bargain can help you 
develop the confidence that comes from 
knowing what your gun is capable of - and 
that you are capable of handling it. That 
confidence, built of affordable practice, will 
be very handy if you ever find yourself in that 
moment of gravest extreme when you 
need help from your 
"pocket-partner." 

OMEGA MAN 
Continued from page 47 

Colt firing pin in a vise and left about an inch 
or so protruding which he then started to 
bend back and forth with a pliers. After three 
bends, the Colt pin broke. Repeating the test 
with a Peters firing pin, it took ten bends to 
break it! 

As good a quality as the slides are, it still 
takes a good barrel and locking system to 

make a good pistol. Peters' barrels and 
unique locking system leave nothing to be 
desired here. The barrel blanks that Peters 
uses are military specification machine gun 
barrel material. The blanks start out as 39 
inch pieces and Peters usually gets four and 
sometimes five barrels out of these blanks. 
About 90% of the original blank is milled 
away during the barrel making process. The 
barrels are hammer forged and have polygon 
rifling. This provides for higher velocities 
and better accuracy. In addition, since there 
are no lands and groves to wear out, the 
barrel lasts a long time. (Peters told me about 
a 9mrn test barrel that had 40,000 rounds put 
through it at a proof house. The test was 
finally stopped because the barrel showed no 
apparent wear.) The hammer forging process 
relieves stress in the length of the barrel 
instead of inside the barrel like button rifling 
does. 

To ensure a good lockup, each barrel goes 
through a grinding process on a center grind
ing machine. This provides for a nice finish 
but, more importantly, provides each barrel 
the same exacting specifications at the lock
ing cam. The machine grinds approximately 
15mrn from the outside diameter of the barrel 
in order to tightly fit the barrel to the slide. 
Because the tolerances at the locking lug are 
held to 2/ 100 of a millimeter, there is no need to 
individually fit the barrels to the slides. It 
would be impossible to hold to these close 
tolerances without this grinding operation. 
The end result is that each barrel locks up in 
the same place-no matter what caliber you 
are using, and accuracy is thereby assured. 

Peters claims accuracy results of one inch 
groups at 25 meters with the multi-caliber 
system. Because of special polygon profiles 
that he has developed for these barrels, the 
accuracy is maintained with either lead or 
jacketed bullets. 

To ensure good reliability, Peters warns 
reloaders to shoot at least 500 rounds through 
the pistol before using the pistol in serious 
competition. If a reloader has an unusual 
round to be used , Peters requires the shooter 
to send 50 rounds to the factory so that the 
pistol can be tailored to the bullet. Peters 
personally tests these reloads for proper pres
sures before using them in the pistol. To 
ensure durability in his barrels, Peters has 
conducted some tests using double charged 
lOmrn loads that had a pressure of 40,000 psi 
and his barrels still survived . The rate of 
return for pistols back to the factory because 
of some part failure is less than 1 % . 

The pistol frames that Peters uses are 
either stainless steel or4140 steel frames. The 
stainless frames are investment castings that 
are cast in the USA and machined in his shop. 
The steel frames are forged steel frames 
made by Springfield Armory and sent to 
Germany either as a forged piece or a 
finished frame. The forged pieces are heat 
treated (38 Rockwells) and machined by 
Peters to exacting specifications. The Spring
field completed frame is not heat treated and 
used as-is for the normal pistols he builds. 
Consequently, Peters can offer a variety of 
combinations with either slides or frames and 
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In Chrome , 
Black Teflon, 

or Satin Nic~el. 

A Davis P-32 Semi-Auto gives you the 
backup punch you need. As gun writer 

J.B. Wood has noted, this is " ... a good, 
dependable gun .. . . For personal or home 

defense, or for law enforcement use as a 
'second gun,' the Davis P-32 will do nicely. " 

The easy-to-conceal Davis P-32 comes 
from a company that's 100% American

owned and operated. And we back it with 
this simple guarantee: IF ANYTHING 

GOES WRONG, WE FIX OR REPLACE 
IT FREE, FOR THE LIFETIME OF 

THE ORIGINAL PURCHASER. 

ALSO FROM DAVIS: 
The Davis Derringer 

in chrome or 
black teflon , 22 LR, 
.22 WMR, .25 Auto, 

or .32 Auto . 

The American Way • 

CIVI 
15150 Sierra Bonita Lane • Chino , CA 91710 

(714) 597-4726 

prcxluce a pistol to remain within the budgets 
of his customers. At the present time, 50% of 
his business (mostly slides and barrels) goes 
to the USA, while 40% goes to Europe and 
Germany and 10% to the rest of the world. 

German customers can order a custom 
pistol and usually receive the completed 
pistol within four weeks. Since the basic 
slides and frames are all ready made, it's just 
a matter of fitting what the customer wants 
and adding their extras. In the USA, you can 
buy the completed Omega pistol from 
Springfield Armory or send them your frame 
and have them fit a slide. Either choice will 
cost you less time and money than a combat 
pistol from a custom gunsmith. 

Spending a day at the Peters Stahl Co. was 
most enjoyable and very informative. After 
seeing the high quality that was evident in the 
manufacturing shop plus the knowledge and 
expertise that was stressed in the final assem
bly shop, I couldn't resist ordering my own 
Omega pistol. 

For the newer combat shooters, or even 
some of you older shooters who want to put 
some new life into that Gov't 1911 .45 you 
own, I recommend that you take a serious 
look at the Omega multi-caliber system. The 
excellent German quality combined with 
realistic American prices make the Omega 
system a "must" pistol to own and ..._ 
shoot. ~ 

THE OMEGA 
Continued from page 47 

ported barrels and, after shooting them, I 
can't imagine not wanting the recoil stabiliz
ing effect the ports provide. 

The lOmm is, of course, the hardest kick
ing and the recoil comparison between the 
Omega and Colt's Delta Elite is dramatic. 
The Omega is heavier too and that helps, as 
do the standard Pachmayr grips, but when I 
first shot it I couldn't believe how mild, com
paratively, the recoil was. Until the Omega 
came along I have to admit that I wasn't all 
that keen about shooting hot lOmm loads but 
that's all changed now. 

It is important to understand that the 
Omega is close to a custom gun as it comes, 
and make a few allpwances for that. The 
reason that I blli1g this up is that I experi
enced a few malfunctions with the .45 barrel. 
The reason was obvious, for the dual extrac
tors were not opening up enough over the 
larger .45 rim and the gun would not go 
completely into battery. A conversation with 
Springfield's pistolsmith, Tim Dillon, con
firmed what I already knew. In fitting the 
extractors Dillon concentrated on getting 
reliable performance with the lOmm, know
ing that they would be too tight for the .45, 
but also aware that a little shooting would fit 
things more reliably and this was exactly 
what happened. Function with the 10 was 
gocxl and after I shot the .45 a couple of 
hundred rounds, everything smoothed out. 
Anyone who has ever· broken in a new 
custom gun may have experienced the same 
thing, for if the smith did it right he made 
allowances for wearing-in. 
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PRODUCT REPORT 

L.¥man' 
Introduction To 

Metallic Reloading 
And Casting 

Lyman Video for 
Novice Reloaders 
Developed by the same people that made 
Lyman a leader in written publ ications. 
thi s "How to" oriented VHS tape lets the 
novice learn reloading the easy way. 

Special Offer: 
This new video is avai lable at half price 
with purchase of any Lyman Expert Kit , 
Press or Press Set. Send $10.00 along 
with proof of purchase (store receipt) and 
warranty card to Lyman . 
Write for free catalog. Questions? Call 
1-800-22-LYMAN! 

Lyman® 
Lyman Products Corporation 
Dept. #389, Rt. 147 
Middlefield, CT 06455 

Send For Free 1988 
Reloading -~~j , 

Catalog! : > 'f 
Redding now 
manufactures 

EBS·• 
products. 

coll or , 
1ff'ife Notv· 

f!EDDINGI 
RELOADING EOUIPIVIENT 

1089 Starr Rd., Cortland, N.Y. 13045 
Phone 607n53-3331 

SUPPORT 
THE 

ADVERTISERS 
IN THESE 

PAGES! 
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GUN CASES 
Display - Protection - Security 

Quality- Built cases for many different size 
weapons . "Old fashioned craftsmanship ." 
Durable, abrasive resistant finish, with the 
beauty of a textured Rosewood woodgrain . 
and fittings all polished brass. Un ique 
"REVERSIBLE MEMORY PADS", in luxuri
ous Black and vibrant Red, automatically 
mold themselves to custom fit your favorite 
weapons. A gasket helps seal out dust and 
moisture. High quality key locks, standard ; 
combination locks, optional . Brass presen
tation plate included for your engraving. 

Choose a case with dimensions at least 1" 
longer, 1" wider, and depth more than 
th ickest part o f weapon . 

INSIDE CASE DIMENSIONS 
Model " Width Length Depth Pri ce Each 

582 511/' x 8" x 2Vi' $ 5300 
7102 7" x 10" x 2 \12' 62.00 
81 23 8Vi' x 12" x 3" 77.00 
81 53 8 \12' x 15 '/;> " x 3" 88.00 
8183 8 Vi ' x 18\7" x 3" 97.00 
101 33 10'h' ' x 13 '/2' x 3" 92.00 
12174 12Vi' x 17\7" x 3'h " 116.00 
10244 10\7" x 24 \7 " x 331< 133.00 
13354 13Vi' x 35\7' x 331," 186.00 

OCL-6 Optional Combination Lock 15.00 

Add lor sh1ppmg and hand ling 

Models • 582 and 117 102 
Models 118 123 thru 11 101 33 
Models 1112 174 thru ,,, 3354 

PAYMENT : 

S3 50 each 
.. . .. 5 00 eac h 

8 00 eac h 

__ Check or __ Money Order enclosed. 

or Charge : 
___ VI SA or MASTERCARD 

Acct. #: -------------

Exp. Date: 

Signature -----------
(Sorry. No COD's. No delay on charge card orders.) 

____ Please send me free descriptive 
literature. 

Name 

Street 

C•ty --------------

State ------- Z•p Code ___ _ 
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WAMCO, INC., DEPT. AH-9, P.O. BOX 337 
oauossoc, ME 04964 1-soo-221-1415 

(In Maine : 864· 3344) 

(Deale r & Gunsm 1! h Inqui ries Invi ted ) 

Testing of the Omega concentrated on the 
lOmm and the majority of the 1,000 rounds 
through the gun are in that caliber. Accuracy 
with factory ammo and reloads was not what 
I would have hoped for and the very best 
groups were a bit over two inches at 25 yards 
while the average was closer to three inches. 
Factory Norma ammunition consistently 
shot around four-inches. The load that pro
duced the best groups in the Omega delivered 
one inch in the lOmm comp gun that was 
featured in the May/June, 1987 American 
Hand.gunner. 

Switching to .45 or .38 Super didn't 
change things in the accuracy department. 
One of the true curses of the kind of work I do 
is that my opinions are often based on results 
from a single gun and, while mine functioned 
well, the accuracy was not up to what Spring
field Armory claims in their advertising. My 
results prompted me to ask a couple of my 
colleagues from some of the other gun maga
zines for their observations. They report 
average accuracy results of around two
inches with factory ammo, so my conclusion 
is that each gun must be treated individually. 
After all, these are hand fitted barrels so there 
is always the chance that there will be some 
variations. When I reported my observations 
to Springfield Armory, they asked me to 
return the gun and assured me that anyone 
who had accuracy problems should do the 
same. 

As I'm writing this there is still a problem 
with lOmm factory ammo, but that is sure to 
change. Norma factory ammunition is avail
able with a 200 gr. ball load which delivers 
1085 fps from the Omega's six-inch barrel 
and there's also a 170 gr. hollowpoint load that 
turns up 1145 _ The current hollowpoint 
ammunition is cursed with velocity varia
tions that amount to extreme spreads of as 
much as 200 fps that were caused by a 
powder problem that Norma reports is now 
resolved. 

In the early search for screaming velocity, 
the very first Norma hollowpoints were 
loaded to 1400 fps but cooler heads now 
prevail and new production will probably 
give an honest 1300 fps. And I expect velocity 
in the Omega to be a bit higher due to the 
longer barrel. The 200 gr. ball loading did not 
suffer the same problems and remains 
unchanged_ 

The Omega got quite a workout as I began 
working up loads for the new lOmm bullets 
now available from Hornady and Sierra and I 
thought it was a useful comparison to test 
loads in both the Colt and Springfield guns. 
The Omega's longer barrel always gave it a 
velocity edge and it was unfailingly pleasant 
to shoot even when some of the loads were, 
by my standards, too hot. The effectiveness 
of the porting system was really obvious too 
and it was dramatic to see two columns of 
flame spurt from the ports with a couple of 
loads that seemed to burn more of their 
powder in the air than in the barrel. 

While I'm sure the mass appeal of the 
Omega will be to those who feel the need for 
the speed of the lOmm, the cartridge has a lot 
more going for it than just velocity. It is 

Attention! 
SHOOTIST SUPPLY 
wants to help you with your 
practical shooting needs. 

1. The supplies and accesso
ries that work and will make 
you a better shooter. 

E•tended Sahm - Blue Of SS t 18.50 
Ambtdextrous S.fttn - Coll 53.00 

Swenson 86.00 
Extended Shde Release 19.50 
Wilson -Dwyer Group Gr1pper Gov"I 25.915 

Comm 31.95 
Wollt variabte rate spring lut 7.2.0 
Pachmayr thumb guerd 17.00 
Std-bull lw/ springl 0.35 
Bulls only 16-peckl 8.36 
MMC Fixed Sights (whtteout line and bM cross! 32.00 
Bo Mar Adjus1ah'e sights 49.95 
W1Chlta Adtustable sight 49.96 
Be3\'er -tall grip Sa lley · Coll 25.00 

Wilson 23.00 
long Match T ngge1s 10,.-, 

w / 3 hghtn.ng ho6es 16.50 
Maga11nes · Coll · Bloe 18.50 

Wilson - SS 2• .915 
Flat M ainspring hOVStng Colt • eked 25.00 

Pach 14.00 
Colt Barrel & Bushmg sets 54.50 
Cott Commandef HemrneB 16.50 
Mero bushings 9.50 
Extended Recoel Spnng Guide 28.00 
Bwmcht · 50 P 4 .00 

50 P for Compensetor 49.50 
Askins Avenger 32.00 

Rogers Idaho re6oeder 13.00 
Roget E·Z loed 8.Jl5 
Bianchi Cllpgr1p 20.50 
B1o1nch1 l1gh1mng gnps 22 .00 
Pachmayr g11ps 17.50 
Shoottng Siar 8rd . m~s · Standard 18.96 
Compet1too · w / pad 22.50 

SS Comp - 1ns1alled. blued and tes t ltred o n your gun . 
IW111e tor complete 1n lom \llt1on I S195 00 

If you don 't •ee what you wont, give u• a call 
- chances ore we have It, or wlll get It! 

******************** 
FREE CATALOG UPON REQUEST 

******************** 
2. Modifications and custom
izing at reasonable prices with 
reasonable delivery ··- all with 
our guarantee of satisfaction . 
See the Sep-Oct issue of 

"American Handgunner". 

3. Our new Black-hard chrome 
"Black Gard" ··· a first in the 
industry . Allows you the pro
tection of chrome without the 
glare. Call or write for details . 

Forward cornet remittance in cash, check or M.0., 
along with 10" or $2.50 postage to: 

SHOOTIST SUPPLY 
622 5th 

BeUe Fourche, SD 57717 

C .O .D .'s Welcome - or call your 
Visa or Mastercharge orders to : 

m TOLL FREE m 
1-800-654-5985 
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inherently accurate, easy to reload and, when 
loaded down just a bit, a joy to shoot. The 
lighter bullets produce recoil on a par with 
the .38 Super and IPSC shooters are sure to 
recognize the advantage of the lower pres
sures of the lOmm compared to the Super. 
The Omega needs only a trigger job to per
form quite well in practical shooting and 
would appear to be a cost saving alternative 
to a custom comp gun. 

The Springfield Armory Omega takes 
advantage of some new design technology to 
allow interchangeability of cartridges with 
significantly different rim diameters and the 
new locking system is promising, for it will 
allow a significantly longer delay before 
unlocking that will help mitigate higher pres
sures. In short it has a lot of potential. 

All new products experience some grow
ing pains and that's how I characterize most 
of the troubles I experienced. After all, my 
gun is one of the very first to come from 
Springfield and suffers some of the pains of 
youth. I'm not ready to give it a bad rap for 
this sort of thing because it functions well 
with a new, and hot, cartridge. My only 
reservation is about the accuracy, but my 
experience seems to be the exception 
and the gun's on the way back ....... 
for a rework. ~ 

SILUETAS 
Continued from page I 6 

offhand shooting of (groan!) 1. 77-inch round 
steel silhouettes at 25 and 50 yards. Want to 
see how small these are? Set an aspirin tablet 
at one end of the family room and use it for 
dry firing! Fortunately, one manufacturer has 
exactly what .22 shooters need to practice the 
.22 Masters course. Motsey's makes a .22· 
practice target that consists of five P/4-inch 
steel circular silhouettes that disappear when 
they are hit and then the whole thing can be 
reset by hitting a 21'2-inch reset plate. No fair 
just shooting at the reset plate! Only the P/4-
inch discs count. Try it and see how small the 
circles look at 50 meters. This is really tough 
silhouetting and a challenge to both shooter 
and handgun. 

When I started putting representative .22 
ammunition on paper through two semi-auto
matics designed for silhouetting, I really dis
covered how foolish I had been for not 
shooting .22's all along. Anyone will tell you 
that a big bore revolver that will group in the 
one inch range at 25 yards and two inches at 
50 yards is superb. The .22's I tried, both the 
guns and the ammunition, will cut this in half 
and then some! And realizing how relatively 
cheap .22 ammunition is and the fact that no 
time is spent retrieving, cleaning, or reload
ing brass, plus no bullets nor powder have to 
be purchased, I really feel foolish for ignor
ing .22's for so long. 
How good are the .22's, both guns and 
ammunition , that we have available to us? To 
answer that question, I fired 10 different vari
eties of .22 ammunition through two superb 
. 22 semi-automatics, the Ruger Mk, II, and 
the Browning Buckmark Varmint, both 
sporting ten-inch barrels. The following are 

If you shoot handgun for si lhouette, hunting or just 
for fun, this Cabretta leather glove was made especially for you' 

There's " just enough" padding for comfort. The glove's scientif ic 
design provides real protection against direct and trans ferred 

recoil , dramatically reducing the risk of ulnar or planar nerve stress. 

Try them once and bring up your scores or bring down game like 
never before! Your satisfaction is unconditionally guaranteed. 

GUARANTEE: If you are not fully satisfied with the Model 454 Shooter's Glove, simply return within 10 days for a 
complete refund. MasterCharge-Visa accepted (813) 643-4222 

Avail. in Rt. Hand, Lft. Hand or Pair. Please specify Hand and Hand Size (SM, MD, LG, XL or XX). Include check or 
money order for $13 (1 Glove) or $25 (Pair) plus $1.00 postage and handling, payable to: 

Cff JMERE JNC 4406 Exchange Ave ., MetroPark #119 Naples, FL 33942 
' • (Dealer/Rep Inquiries Invited) 

vU.etoQoy '911d.ustl!les. 911c. 
THE METALOY 

HARD CHROME FINISH 
< -Phenomenal molecular bond, will 

not chip or peel 
-Extremely hard satin finish 

(R/C 70) 
-Super lubricity 
-Excellent protection against rust 
-All internal and external parts 

processed 

METALOY INDUSTRIES, INC. 

Route 5 , Box 595-H 
Berryville, Ark. 72616 

~-D-E-L-IV_E_R_Y_2_T_0_6_W_E_E_K_S_~ Ph . 501-4 23-4 2 25 

Dealer & Law Enforcement Inquire 

lntmducina Patent Pending 

Pin Grabbers'" 
are designed to 
knock down bowling 
pins at any angle, even at 
the extreme outside edge by 

PIN GRABBf RS" 
From © Kaswer Custom, Inc. 1987 

All Rig ht s Reserved 

for Shooters Who Want 
More "Bite" in Their Bullet 

converting all Its energy Into amazing knock down force. 
Spinners and sliders are virtually eliminated. If you can hit the pin-It's GONE! 

Pin Grabbers"' are loaded in new factory 
brass at maximum velocity. Important fea
tures include: instant expansion with full 
energy transfer and no ricochets or bounce 
back. You'll love your faster times, too. Excel
lent hunting and carry load. 
• Lorraine Ferns set 1987 women's world 

record at Second Chance shoot using Pin 
Grabber"' bullets . 

Kaswer Custom, Inc. 

• Available now in all popular handgun cali
bers, including .380 and .41 Magnum, and 
in various bullet weights. 

• Game Grabber"' hunting rifle ammo will 
be available soon. 

• Pin Grabber"' T-shirts available now. 
• New customers must be 21 or over, send 

signed statement of age. 

13 Surrey Dr. , Brookfield , CT 06804 
(203) 775-0564 Dealers send FFL for prices 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER •SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1988 113 



The STAR PROGRESSIVE RELOADER 
as well as the STAR SIZER & LU
BRICATOR are the finest available on the 
market. Use patented STAR PRECISION 
RELOADER EQUIPMENT and be confi
dent that your shooting competitor has 
ammunition no better than yours. 

GET ON TARGET NOW WITH THE 
BEST ... GET STAR PRECISION EQUIP
MENT FOR BETTER SCORING! 

For FREE CATALOG send 
self addressed, stamped envelope. 

STAR STAR MACHINE WORKS 
/,,,MACHINE\ 418 Tenth Avenue 

/,/ WORKS~ San Diego, CA 92101 ' 

•
1 

AMERiCA=SFmsn 
- ONLY I 

I $5.95! I 
I~ I I Show your friends on the range, the I 
I 

hunt, or just around town that you're 
an all AMERICAN HANDGUNNER 

1 Team Member. I Each hat features: I 
I 
. Dark blue logo • Steel grey cap 
• Stay form poly. front/mesh back I 
I HOW TO ORDER 

Send this with payment to: I 
I AMERICAN HANDGUNNER 

591 Camino de la Reina, Ste. 200 I 
I San Diego, CA 92108 

Send me __ hat(s). Enclosed I 
1s $5 95 for each hat. 

I (Calif res add 6 5% sales tax) Check/MO O 

VISNMC No I 
Ex Date Initial __ _ 

I Name~~~~~~~~~~~-Address I 
City State_ Zip __ _ 

I V"J - (allow 4-6 weeks delivery) • ._ ____ _ 
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representative of five-shot groups at 50 yards 
with no attempt made to "condition" a barrel 
to a particular load. 

Lead bullets and copper coated bullets 
were not fired in a particular sequence, that 
is, I did not fire all the lead bullets and then all 
the copper coated bullets. This fact makes the 
results all the more astounding. All groups 
were fired from a padded rest using a Rieman 
Portable Shooting Bench. 

5 SHOTS AT 50 YARDS 

CCIIDGH 
VELOCITY 

CCI MINI-MAG 
CCI MINI-MAG 

HP 
FEDERAL 

SILHOUETTE 
FEDERAL 

TARGET 
FEDERAL HIGH 

POWER 
REMINGTON 

IDGH 
VELOCITY 

REMINGTON 
YELLOW 
JACKET 

WINCHESTER 
IDGH 
VELOCITY 

WINCHESTER 
T22 

Ruger/ Browning/ 
Leupold 2X Burris 3X 

11/s" 7/s" 
!1/s" 5/s" 

13/s" !1/s" 

5/s" 7/s" 

7/s" 1/8,, 

3/4,, 3/4" 

5/s" 3/4,, 

2" l'/s" 

l'/4" 11/4" 

1" !1/s" 

For those who are searching for the 
ultimate in .22 accuracy, it looks like 
Remington is finally going to offer the 
XP-100 in .22 rimfire. Bill Calfee, of Bill 
Calfee Rifle Machine (Route 2, Dept. AH, 
Borden, IN 47106) has been successfully 
converting Remington XP's to .22 rimfire 
since 1983. His .22's are expensive for the 
simple reason that the necessary parts to 
convert the XP, namely 40X rimfire parts, 
are not available. Bill has to purchase the 
whole Remington 40X to get the parts. 

I recently had the pleasure of shooting one 
of Calfee's custom .22 rimfire XP's . Even 
though it was in the dead of winter and 
impossible to find a day with nice weather, 
both I and a shooting friend were able to get 
one-inch groups at 50 meters, by simply 
resting the butt on the spare tire carrier of my 
Bronco. This, of course, is no way to wring 
the ultimate accuracy out of any handgun. 
Since the gun Bill sent me was a customer's 
gun, a customer who graciously allowed me 
to try it out before he himself took delivery, I 
did not want to keep it for a long time while 
waiting for good weather. 

Calfee consequently sent me a target 
containing five 50 yard groups shot with one 
of his XP .22's using CCI Mini Mags. Those 
five groups, five shots each, measured 
.275" , .280" , .286", .310", and .374". That 
is an average of .305" , or less than one third 
of an inch! That is real .22 accuracy. 

If Remington goes through with the 

THE 
BRASS 

MASTERS 
ULTRA VIBE 

CASE CLEANERS 
New for 1988 Model uv101s11<11BJ) 

D Removable Heavy Polyethylene Bowl 
with Lid 

[J 3 qt. capacity 125-400 cartridge 
cases wt. capacity 10 lb. 

n Mass creates a cyclonic effect. 
moves around the bowl and down 
into the center 

D Ball bearing motor operates on 115 
volls and is overload protected 

D Vibrates at 3000 VPM 
D Dimensions 10 " diameter x 11 " high 
D Shipping wt. with Media - 11 lb. 

<..:.: *"'$• 
UV·10 Use #518A TIC·10 Ultra Vibe Media for 
3 QT. Brass Polishing . 3 lbs. 

125·400 ctg. 

TRU·SOUARE METAL PRODUCTS 
BOX 585. AUBURN, WA 98071 

Available at your local Sporting Goods Dealer 

·~~!~tt~~JPLIES 
Rogers Holsters-

Steel Challenge 6" ..... Brown $52.20 
Combat Assault Colt 45. . .. Brown $56.56 
Cup Challenge Slab barrel 6" .. . . $56.56 
Double Mag pouch . . . . . ..... . Brown $17.95 
Idaho Reloader Adj.. . . . . . . . ... Brown $12.95 
Rogers Comp. Belt W/Buckle .... . Brown $37.45 
E-Z Loader. . . . . ...... . $ 6.25 
Nyland Bushing Wrench Colt 45 . . ...... $ 2.75 
Safariland Loader Holder ........ Brown $14.35 
(Model 333-Specify Kor L Frame) 
Safariland Comp II Speedloader . . . .. $ 5.55 
(Colt P/S&W L-Frame/S&W K-Frame) 
Wilson Rogers Match Mag 7 Rd. SS .. . . . $20.35 
PACH MAYR 
Gripper Professional S&W KIL Frame ... $14.40 
Sig Grips Colt 45 . . $15.20 
Bumper Kit 45. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 9.90 
Slide Stop 45 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25.60 
Thumb Guard . . . . . . • . . . . . . $12.15 
45 Magazines . . ... $15.65 
~ain Spring Housing . . $ 9.60 

We accept MasterCard, Visa, Cashier's Checks or 
Money Orders. Include $3.50 for Shipping and Han
dling fees. (VA. residents add 4.50/o Sales Tax.) 
Phone Orders 9:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. , Mon.-Fri . EST. Card 
users please include card number, Exp. Date, Signature 
& Phone No. 

GOHSLIBGER SHOOTING & POLICE SUPPLIES 
P.O. Box 249 

Gate City, VA. 24251 
(703) 386-3321 
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DRESSED FOR 
PEACE ... 

ARMED FOR 
TROUBLE! 

THE ULTIMATE 3-PIECE CONCEALMENT 
RIG:IWB BOLSTER, MAG-CASE and 1\14'' BELT 
Available for: Colt 45, Commander, Officers 
Model, Bi-Power, S&W 39,59,469,645, Walther 
P5, PP, PPK, BRNO CZ-75 and Copies, Tanarmi 
TA-90, B&K P7, P7M8, P7Ml3, P9S, SIG-Sauer 
220, 225, 226, Beretta 92SB, 92SB-F, 84, Bren Ten, 
Glock 17. 
Prices: Tan $74.00, Black $84.00 
Please add 15% for Airmail and Handling. 
When ordering, state make and model of 
weapon, calibre, waist size for belt. 
Send $2.00 for full colour catalog. 

Send Check. M.O. to : 

Andy Arratoonian 
HORSESHOE LEATHER PRODUCTS 

The Cottage, Sharow, 
RIPON HG4 5BP, England 

RE-CLEANING 
IS BELIEVING 

.... 
,-;;; 
-- I ,.._______,. 

Clean your firearm 
bore with your favori~e 
bore cleaner, then 
reclean it with 
Shooter's Choice 
and see the 
difference! 

SHOOTER'S. 
CHOICE 

Firearms Bore Cleaner 
We guarantee: better bore cleaning, improved 

accuracy or your money back. 
For a 1 oz. sample send $2.00 (P&H) to: 

VENCO INDUSTRIES INC. 
16770 Hilltop Park Place AH-9, 

Chagrin Falls, OH 44022 (216)543-8808 

project and does bring out a rimfire XP, 
Calfee will switch to tuning and custom 
barreling the production rimfires. 1Wenty
two shooters should welcome Remington's 
entry into the .22 rimfire handgun field - but 
remember, Bill Calfee did it first. 

It may be very rewarding to knock down 
long range targets with home-brewed 
ammunition, but it is also very relaxing to 
knock down small targets with .22's that do 
not have to be reloaded. On the next trip to a 
silhouette match, take along the "lowly" .22 
and a quantity of ammunition. Expect to be 
challenged and to have more fun -.. 
than you have had in a long time. ~ 

LEATHAM'S COLUMN 
Continued from page 20 

hunting, then one has not received the full 
value of the accomplishment. 

If one learns to hit the A-zone of an IPSC 
target from 10 meters, from the leather, in 
8/toths of a second as simply the ability to 
protect oneself better, then one has ignored 
the true lesson of wanting, persevering, 
striving and, finally, succeeding. 

The strengthening of the soul is the 
issue. The tools you use are of little impor
tance in comparison to the determination 
required to perform the feat. 

So, yes, get yourself the latest in trick 
equipment , or don't. Either way makes so 
little difference as to not matter. As I tell 
my students, no gun in the world is going 
to make the decision to shoot for you . 
Only your own discipline will control the 
final outcome. Play the game and get the 
full value of the lessons ~ 
learned . ~ 

Combat Master Rob Leatham, two-time 
IPSC World Champion and four-time US 
National Champion, is currently conduct
ing classes at the Leatham Shooting 
Institute for shooters of all skill levels 
interested in learning how to shoot better 
in competition or for personal satisfaction. 
For more information on classes write to 
Leatham Shooting Institute, P. 0. Box 1291, 
Mesa, AZ, 85201. 

Correction 

In the July/ August issue we muddled up 
the addresses of two scope manufacturers 
in the list of handgun scope makers. Write 
either of these fine firms for their free cata
logs of handgun scopes. 

Burris Company 
Dept. AH 
P.O. Box 1747 
Greeley, CO 80632 

Bushnell 
300 North Lone Hill Ave~ 
Dept. AH 
San Dimas, CA 
91773 
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LEARN EVERYTHING YOU'LL NEED TO KNOW TO 
GET YOU STARTED IN THE CAREER YOU WANT! 
LIFETIME CONSULTATION SERVICE AT NO COST. 

BE A SUCCESSFUL GUN PRO! 

OVER 40,000 STUDENTS SINCE 1946 

Send for FREE FACTS or call 602·990-8346 --------Please RUSH f REE lac ls on how I can become a professional gunsm11h 
1he QUICK easy home study way No Obliga11on No salesman will call 

1 CHEC K FOR VA 01 GI 0 ACTIVE 0 RETIRED 

I 
NAM E AGE 

ADDRE SS 

I CITY - STATE ZIP I 
MODERN GUN REPAIR SCHOOL dept MF98 

L 2~ N !!!_ S!..:J!o~38...:!H!!!,!X .£_65.2!E., _J 

Co~~ete' 
as 

Pictured ., 
$79.95 

s~~~L:~· I.~--
BROCHURE ::,.,':"..,,..,, 

... 
Two ,,. (JDofl<ns 

C0/71'9 WJl'fl eeC" 

COf'PIOlltf9 "9 
,,,..,. UH •I 

THE LIFELINE® 

SHO"LDER RIG 

A new addrt!On has 
been added to oor line 
ol quality holster.;. 
Designed onginally ~r 
Sonny Crockett of the 
hit series " Miami 
V.:e.'' Th~ rig ~ made 
from top grain C<JN· 
hide with metal haro
ware. All holster.; and 
pouches are hand 
molded for a per1eC1 
fit. All connections 
SW1vel for a comfor· , 

SIDE VIEW table continuous wear. SIDE VIEW 

' 

Shoulder harness is completely adjustable. These holster.; and ac· 
cessories are uniquely designed to provide maximum speed and com
Ion. This along with ttle quality of material and craftmanship ~u have 
come to expect trom our company has made us one of ttle fastest gro;;. 
mg holster companies in ttle United States. We have received an over
whelming response from police depanments who are currently using 

~i~r:~i~~:!~d~:~~1~~~~~~a~~;1;:1for ~:a:~ ~1~s~t~ ~~:h~~ 
check or money oroer. Masiercard . Visa and Amencan Express cards are accepted 
with card number and exprrat1on date PhOoe oraers are weleomed no C.0.0.s. 

Ted Blocker's Custom Holsters 
409 West Bonita Avenue • San Dimas, California 91n3 

(714) 599-4415 
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27549 Middleton Rd., Dept. AH 
Middleton, Idaho 83644 

(208) 585-6212 

SURPRISE SPECIAL 

Inside the pants concealment holster designed to 
set extra low for good concealment. 
The top band is metal lined to hold its shape for easy 
gun reholstering . 

STANDARD FEATURES ON SSH 
• Sight Rails 
• 2 Belt Loops to Resist Holster Movement 
• One Way Snaps tor Security 
Available for Colt. Gov't.. Commander. Officers, Hi 
Power, S & W, 9mm and 45. Sig-Sauer 220. 225. 226 
and other large auto. 

SEND FOR FREE CATALOG OF FULL LINE 

Massad Ayoob on Leather Arsenal products: 
"The cuatom gunlHther procluc.d by Elmer McEYOJ al 
Le•ther Araenal 11 MCond to nonel When Inching In ttM 
Rocky Mountain •rn, I found th.mt • high number of 
both the IPSC wlnnera and the profeutonal pi1toleros 
choee Leather Arsenal gear. The straightforward 
honesty of le1therm1ker Elmer McEvoy, and the way he 
1t1nd1 behind hi• wortc., means a lot to me tool" 

--Massad Ayoob 

DUNK-KIT 
THE FAST, EASY WAY TO 

CLEAN YOUR GUN!! 

• Dunk-Kit cleans out malfunction causing c11.~d 
and fouling. 

• Dunk-Kil c leans, lubricates and displaces 
moisture all in one easy operation. 

• Dunk-Kit is reusable ond should lasl for 
years. 

• Dunk-Kil loosens lighl leading allowing ii to 
be brushed out of bores. 

• Dunk-Kit is also ideal for cleaning and 
protecting small parts, reels. cycle chains 
or almost anything. 

• Dunk-Kit is available in 31. gal., w, gal. and 
large 4 gal. sizes. 

• Ounce for ounce, Dunk-Kit is the least 
expensive cleaner on the market. 

$3395 
• t VISA ! ONLY ppc1. 1n the cont. USA. 

- 1% gal. size :OuS:S ::~~=~ 
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5end $3 (S6 outside U.SA) !or more in!01mol1on on Dunk-Kil and o 
complele calolog ot custom hondgun mod1licolions ond IXlrTS. 

CYLINDER & SLIDE SHOP, INC. 
P.O. Box 937 
Fremont, NE 68025 
Ph. : (402) 721-4277 

HANDGUN SAFARI 
Continued from page 58 

The tourism bureau publishes a nicely 
illustrated booklet on big game hunting in 
South Africa that lists all of the members of 
the South African Professional Hunters 
Association along with the game available, 
type of accommodations and location. 
Write to SATOUR, Dept. AH, 9465 
Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90212 to 
request The Hunting Directory of South 
Africa. Read this booklet and write to sev
eral prospective safari firms and request 
their brochures and literature. 

I'm going to give away a "trade secret" 
on finding really good deals in South 
Africa. As far as I know, this has never 
been published before and I suspect very 
few hunters are aware of this avenue of 
locating super deals. I only discovered it 
while I was attending grad school in Johan
nesburg at Rand Afrikaans University in 
1983. 

There's a tabloid called Farmers Weekly 
with editions in both official languages, 
English and Afrikaans. This tabloid is 
almost exclusively ads and classifieds fea
turing items of interest to farmers, like 
fertilizer, tractors and farms for sale. Also 
found frequently are ads from small land 
owners selling hunting rights on their 
pieces of the bush. Fantastic deals can be 
found, like hunting the magnificent greater 
kudu for 300 Rand, about $150! 

However, there's a catch. It seemed to 
me that most copies were in the Afrikaans 
version of the tabloid, so you either need to 
learn a few words of the Dutch derived 
tongue or get an interpreter. Secondly, you 
must be there in South Africa to get the 
publication , which is predominantly a 
newsstand item. I advise finding a short 
duration safari , about a week, through reg
ular channels and then when you're there, 
check out Farmers Weekly for good deals 
to extend your hunt another week or so. 

One reason why South African safaris 
are so much more affordable than in the 
rest of Africa is because of the modern, 
refined infrastructure. Freeways and high
ways, railroads and airports, bridges and 
tunnels all facilitate fast and easy access to 
remote corners of the country. Contrast 
that to, say, Zambia where there is an 18th 
century infrastructure-no roads to the 
hunting lands, you must take a charter 
plane at $1,500 each way! 

Depending on where you look, a South 
African safari costs from one-fifth to one
half the price of other countries. There is 
no question that South Africa is the most 
affordable corner of the Dark Continent. 

Any hunt for dangerous game, the Big 
Five, is considerably more expensive than 
a hunt for plains game. It's simply supply 
and demand. Under the careful program of 
game management, South Africa allows 
only so many licenses for the Big Five 
(lion, leopard, Cape buffalo, elephant and 
rhino) each year. Many hunters want to 

Custom 
Performance 
ala Carte ••• 
Not everyone likes to order a full 
custom combat competition .45ACP 
all tricked out right from the get-go. 
Some folks like to customize as they 
go, order one item from column A, 
another from column B ... and so on. 

Well, Pachmayr has now made it 
easier for you to do just that. To our 
already extensive list of .45ACP 
custom parts, we have now added 
three more items: ( l ) Custom 
Steel Beavertail (needs final 
shaping) for quicker, more 
comfortable shooting without 
painful hammer bite; (2) Wide 
Barrel Link for greater link-pin 
stability with resultant improved 
accuracy; and (3) National Match 
Link to maximize precision fitting of 
link and barrel. These parts fit all 
Colt-type semi-auto pistols and 
require custom fitting by a qualified 
gunsmith. See your retailer or send 
$2 for color catalog. Pachmayr . .. 
the menu for ala carte accuracy 
appetites. 

The Champion's Choice 
1875 S. Mountain Ave., Dept. AH-9 
Monrovia, CA 91016 (818) 357-7771 
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CALIFORNIA GRIP 
A BETTER MOUNT FOR BETTER SHOOTERS 

• CAL GRIPS FITS S&W MODEL 
52 AND 39 & 59 SERIES 

$75.00 

• ADJUSTABLE BBL 
WEIGHT (52 ONLY) 

$45.00 
NEW * 1 INCH RING TOP PLATE 
FOR AIMPOINT 2000 & ARM SON OEG 
NO RINGS TO BUY $15 EXTRA. 

* CAL GRIP FITS 1911COLT45 
AUTO FRAMES 
HIGH OR LOW MOUNT 

$75.00 

• S&W MODEL 41 
TOP RAIL MOUNT 
LONG OR SHORT BBL 

$45.00 
RAIL COVERS FRONT . 
AN D REAR SIGHTS 

• HIGH STANDARD VICTOR 
TOP RAIL MOUNT 

$45.00 

NEW * CAL GRIP FITS 
RUGER MK I & II 
FITS NEWER SLIDE 
RELEASE MODELS 

$75.00 
NEW*BROWNING HI POWER' 
NEW*S&W645 

PAGE AFTER PAGE, 
YOU'LL FIND IT ALL 

IN 
llEllCll llllllllEI 

ERNIE HILL 
SPEED LEATHER 

"Featuring the new Fender Model 666F. Four 

angle options for perfect gun position. Colt 
Govt. & Comp models: 5 ", 5112", 6 ", 6'12", 7" . New 
Fender revolver holsters: 4 ", 6 ", 61/2", 7" . 

666UE Std. 1-piece design. 
666F New 2-Piece Fender Model. 

666F S&W K-L-N Stock guns. 
666F S&W K-L-N PPC & Bianchi. 

Single Adj . Pouch. 
Double Mag. Pouch, 3 angles. 
Double Mag. Pouch, Adj . angle. 

Triple Mag. Pouch Fender model. 
Double & Triple Speed Loader Pouches. 

Comp. Belt. steel lined w/stitch. 
Umberger Shooter Bags & Pistol Cases. 

CLOSE 
OUT 
SALE 
PRICES 

24HR. SHIPPING-FREIGHT PAID 
480RIG. 

MAIL CERTIFIED FUNDS WITH ORDER OR 
CALL FOR COD'S. 501-561-3540 OPEN 
EVENINGS FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE TIL 
10pm CST ASK ABOUT OUR CUSTOM 
GUNSMITHING, COMPETITION PROVEN 
WITH 26YRS. EXP AUTO'S. REVOLVERS, 
RIFLES, & SILHOUETTE. 

HANDGUNS LTD 
909 BENTON ST. 

MANILA, AR 72442 

shoot a lion or a buffalo, so the price is 
high. 

Plains game is a term that refers to the 
many animals in the antelope family. Few 
"plains game" actually live on the plains, so 
it's a misleading term. Some live in savan
nah, sol!le in acacia thorn, some in tropical 
rain forests, some in the bushveld. Some, 
in fact, do live on the plains. 

A safari has two costs, "daily fees" and 
"trophy fees." A trophy fee is paid for each 
animal you shoot and the price varies con
siderably, from $50 for a warthog to 
$15,000 for a rhino. Virtually every ante
lope on a "mixed bag" hunt for plains game 
costs less than $750, most in the $300 to 
$400 ballpark. The daily fee is paid for the 
services of your professional hunter, 
trackers, skinners, gun bearers and other 
assorted camp staff. This includes all your 
accommodations, meals, laundry service 
and the many other little things that make 
up a hunt, like the Land Rover, the salt for 
your hides, a ride back and forth from the 
airport. 

I gathered 34 brochures from various 
South African safari firms at the 1988 
Safari Club International convention and 
averaged their prices. You can save a con
siderable amount on daily fees by hunting 
with one of the new breed of young profes
sional hunters up and coming in the hunt
ing world, but trophy fees tend to remain 
consistent among the outfitters. 

The average daily fee from the 34 sur
veyed firms is $335.31 for one-on-one ser
vice, one client, one pro hunter. The aver
age for two-on-one, two clients and one 
pro, is $275.36 each. From some of the 
bigger "name brand" operations the price 
was as high as $600 per day, and from the 
younger, upcoming pros the rate can be as 
low as $100 per day. Remember, this 
includes all your lodging, food and 
provisions. 

Some selected trophy fee averages 
include the kudu at $613.42; impala at 
$140; zebra at $448.42; wildebeest at 
$381.84; leopard at $2 ,215 and lion at 
$3,210. 

Additionally, many firms offer special 
"package deals" that include a certain num
ber of hunting days and a certain collection 
of trophies all for one lump sum, often 
significantly less than the individual prices 
would total. Like buying a gun or a car, 
check around and shop for the best buy. 

You can expect to collect IO or 12 tro
phies on a two week hunt, all plains game. 
The tremendous cork-screw horns of the 
graceful greater kudu are highly prized. 
You will bag impala, the unpish little ante
lope with lyre shaped horns. Zebra are 
plentiful and make lovely rugs. The plucky 
warthog, almost beautiful he's so darn ugly, 
is a great handgun challenge. 

The wildebeest is ubiquitous and notori
ously tough to bring down, but a stimulat
ing animal to hunt. The Cape hartebeest is 
a bit goofy in appearance, but sports a 
uniquely shaped set of horns and makes an 
impressive trophy mount . Small antelope, 
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NEW PISTOLS, FRAMES. 
MATCH BARRELS 

J'L.,)----..--· 
NEW 1911 A 1 45 AUTOMATICS 

(RECONDITIONED MILITARY SLIDES) 
(F ULLY GUARANTEED) $255." + 4.50 UPS 

NEW 1911 Al STEEL FRAMES (CO MPLETE) 
$92." • 2.00 UPS 

NEW. FORGED. OVERSIZE N.M. 5·· OR 63/s 45 
BARRELS & BUSHING $89." • 2.00 UPS 

NEW STAINLESS. STANDARD & CMDR. BBLS. 
$45." • 2.00 UPS 

GUN KOTE" DO IT YOURSELF FINISH KITS 
BEATS BLUING 300% $27." 

NEW 1911 Al . COMPLETE UPPER UNITS 
$149-" • 3.00 UPS 

NEW 1911A1. COMPLETE LOWER UNITS 
$179." • 3.00 UPS 

381 45 MATCH CONVERSIONS $154." 
Literature S1 .00 

10-RING PRECISION, INC. 
1449 Blue Gres l Lane • San Antonio . TX 78232 

1-512-494-3063 
Tuesday - Friday , 9 AM to 3 PM CST 

ESPIONAGE LEATHER 
THE "MASTER 

SPY'' TM 

SHOULDER 
HOLSTER 

ALL HANDGUNS 
*Worn by Age nts from Paris to Istanbul. Berlin to 
Macau & New York to L.A .... . This Is The SLElK, fAST 
COMFORTABLE RIG FOR YOU-AND IT'S HIGHLY 
CONClALABLl 
• HOLSTlR &. SUPlRWIDl " SPY"' HARNlSS Are 
Made From HAND-SlLlCTlD TlXAS COWHIDl, 
ALL TOP-GRAIN LlATHlR-NO UASTIC 
*Special Angles Harness Doesn't Bind Under Either 
Arm 
*Holster Has Optional Tie· Down Strap (No Need For 
A Trouser Belt To Wear O ur Rig) 
•nTTlD TO YOUR SPlCIFIC AUTO or RlVOLVlR 
•HANDMADl IN TlXAS BY OUR MASTlR 
HOLSTlRMAKlRS 
"Our Ho lste rs Are WORN BY AGlNTS &. COMMAN
DOlS Jn More Than Z I Countries 

The Best Continues 
*PRICES: 4" barrels or under $84.95 
4 1/4'' Thru 6 Vz" barrels $94 .95 
7" Thru 8 1/z" barrels $104.95 

(Left Handed Models- NO lXTRA CHARGl) 
COLOR CATALOG $3 .00. Please add 5% to to tal of 
order for shipping &.. ins. in Cont. U.S. - ALASKA, HI, 
APO - Add 10%-FORllGN - Add 25%. 
DlALlRS- Send $3.00 & F.fl. for Catalog 
CREDIT CARD ORDERS (512) 697-8900 
Send check M.O., VISA or M.C. lo: 

CATI'LE BARON LEmlER CO. 
P.O. Box 100724, Dept. AH·9 

San Antonio , TX 78201 

Beware of Cheap Imitations 
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THE HEINIE! 
FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 
SEND $1 .00 
FOR 
BROCHURE 

RICHARD HEINIE P/STOLSMITH 
821 E.Adams, Havana, IL 62644 
Member American Plstolsmlths Guild 

u 
EXTENDED SAFETY 
Positive salcty Clpefa\JOO with no more 
"lumblas~ RounOOO oon1ers ehm1nate 
snagging on holsters OI clottung Simple 
installation 

'36" 

AMBIDEXTROUS COMBAT 
SAFETY 
Now nght Of lefl hand salety operatlOll 
lor the Hi-Power Exclusive design w~I 

positrvely lit and work. PractJCally 
indestructable and guamnteed against 
bfeakage 

' 75" 

liiiiiiiit:E::~ WIDE TRIGGER 

COMBAT MAGAZINE 
RELEASE 
$culplured magazme release w1h nol 
snag or release acodeotally Designed 
tor &owrnng Hi-Power and Colt autos 

Easy to mstal, 1us1 d11n and tap ooc 

"""' ' 21 " 

Reduces felt trigger pull lor bettor 
con11ol Exclusive design IS belter than 
a tl ogget' shoe, will not snag holStOf on 
draw or insertion S.molo inslalation, 
also ellmmates magazme safely 

'36" 

l ........ !IOll--IOo"510) l.!!!!!!!!!!~c.._~~~~ 

====> COMMANDER STYLE 

EXTENDED SLIDE RELEASE 
Release shde without shilt1ng gnp, 
speOOs reloading whoo you "run dry" 
Speclal!y dcslgnocl lor the Hl·Powor. 
simply replacos smlld.."11d relea5e 

'39" 

PLEASE NOTE . . . 

HAMMER 
Combines the best lealures or all past 
and l)fesent Bfowoing hammc1s 111 a 
lully machined. heat treated hammer 
Sho<I spur design will not bite web ol 
hand and is loss prone to snag When 
nstallcd with ou1 spr1og krt wdl redoce 
trigger pull Must be lined by a 
competent gunsnuth 

STAINLESS STEEL 
MAGAZINE 
Genuine sta111less steel magazll'le with 
feed lips CUSlom 1eshapod 10 Iced 

"""'""' '34" 

All pnces are tor blued parts. smmless firnsti is available at $ 10 extra per part 

H1 Po •• ers guaranteed to feed fill •vpes of 'actory ammo 1nc1ua1rg 
hol u. points J'ld S 1,er tips Please ca 1 fer oeta11s 

Extensive combat modifications are avai lable! Please 
send $3 ($6 outside USA) for our complete catalog. 

TO ORDER 
Send Money Ordef oi CashtefS Check only MasterCa1dMsa ordefs wclcomod 
please supply complete card 1nlorma100 including exporahon date Sorry, no COO 
orders Phone orders accepted lor credit cards only AH orders please add S2 50 
lor UPS in the contmental US Alaska Hawa11 and Canada, please add S6 00 1)61' 

ordCf Please furmsh street address lor delivery 
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CYLINDER & SLIDE SHOP, INC. 
P.O. Box 937 
Fremont, NE 68025 
Ph.: (402) 721-4277 

under 75 pounds live-weight, abound like 
the steenbok, duiker, mountain reedbuck 
and suni. 

The elusive bushbuck is difficult to hunt 
and is perhaps the most deadly of all ante
lopes. The bushbuck is one of the few ante
lopes that is considered dangerous when 
wounded. A good number of hunters have 
been skewered on the dainty, spiralled 
points of a bushbuck's horns for failing to 
respect the tenacity of this tough, whitetail
sized antelope. 

I have made seven safaris in South 
Africa including a rather lively one in 1985 
with Bianchi Cup champion Mickey 
Fowler and ace pistolsrnith Bill Wilson. In 
1987 I took Massad Ayoob on safari with 
me and we enjoyed a fabulous hunt 
together. During these various trips I found 
another little trick of the trade that can help 
save money on a safari . 

Find a young, eager professional hunter. 
The established oldtimers charge consider
ably more than a young buck just starting 
in the business and I've found that the up
and-coming pro's are every bit as good, if 
not better, than most of the veterans 
because they are enthusiastic, energized 
and eager. They've not yet become jaded. 
The hard-charging new generation of pro 
hunters, in my experience, offers a first
class safari. You find the same thing with 
gunsmiths-often a bright, young 
gunsmith gives equal if not better service 
than an old master at a fraction of the price. 
It seems inflation follows reputation. 

I've hunted with three such rising stars 
on separate occasions and each demon
strated exceptional hunting skills, dedica
tion and eagerness. Mickey, Bill and I 
hunted with Deon Goosen (P. 0. Box 
73008, Fairland, 2030, Republic of South 
Africa) in 1985 and Mickey went back to 
take a huge tom leopard with Deon the 
following year. Massad and I enjoyed 
remarkably good hunting with Andre Roux 
(P.O. Box 386, Pretoria, 0001, Republic of 
South Africa). And another up and corning 
professional hunter with whom I've hunted 
twice before and am returning to hunt with 
again this year is Rocco Gioia (P. 0. Box 
693, Hoedspruit, 1380, Republic of South 
Africa) . 

I hope it goes without saying that your 
handgun should be big and powerful. The 
game of Africa is amazingly tough and 
tenacious due to constant predator pres
sure. With lions and leopards and jackels 
and hyenas and wild hunting dogs, you get 
tough or you get eaten. Simple as that. I've 
shot more than one zebra with scars on his 
rump from an unsuccessful lion attack! 

The .44 Magnum loaded with special 
heavyweight hunting bullets exceeding 
300 grains is a good choice. The .454 
Casull revolver, more powerful than the 
big .44, is even better. Most handgun 
hunters prefer the accuracy and power of 
the Contender single-shot pist9l in a vari
ety of hot wildcat calibers. The .375 JDJ 
wildcat from SSK Industries (Rt. 1, Della 
Dr., Bloomingdale, OH, 43910) is proba-

45 AUTO COMPENSATORS 
$200.00 INSTALLED 

Budget-Comp 
By 

Practical Pistol Services 
Two Stage Compensator, not a 
simple weight, on S.G.W. stainless 
barrel. 
• Full Service Colt Auto Gunsmithing 
•Match Grade AR-15 Trigger Work 
•Well Widget Mag Wells* 1 1 /8" 

Wide Steel Funnel $30.00 
Practical Pistol Services 

241 Washington St. 
Methuen , MA 01844 
(508) 688-4926 

Send S.A.S.E. for Price List 
Dan Sierpina - Pistolsmith 
'Dealer Inquiries Invited 

Dealers, take advantage of C·H's 
fast (most orders shipped same day) 
service! Send copy of FFL for 
reloading equipment catalog. 

Discover more profit buying direct 
from the manufacturer; find many 
reloading items you can't get 
anywhere else! Discover C·H's 
40·year reputation for quality, 
advanced designs, customer 
satisfaction and small·town prices. 

II your dealer doesn't stock C·H, G)E 
send $2 tor cetelog, get $3 back on H 
first direct order over $25. Phone (715) 
229·2148, use Vise or MasterCard. . . : . . . . . . . . 

Ed Brown custom Accessories 

Hi-Sweep Beavertail 

Maxi-wen Grip Safetvs 
PATENT PENDING 

Dealer Inquiries Welcome 
SEND $1 .00 FOR CATALOG 

Route 2, BOX 2292 • Perrv. MO 63462 

1AiiiiiiiiJ Phone (314) 565-3261 J v/S4 J 

~ Member American Pistolsmitnscuild -
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ACCURIZING 
BUSHING 

Replaces Standa rd TIC Bushing to Tighten 
Barrel to Frame Lock Up The Adiustable 
Shur-Loe Bushing Improves Accuracy • Reduces 
Headspace • Reduces Vertical String ing 
• Easy 10 Install 

$19.95 Plus Postage & Handling $1 .00 

SHUR-SHIM 
Adjustable headspace eliminator for TIC. 

$9.95 Plus Postage & Handling $1.00 

CARONE RESEARCH 

REVOLVERS e AUTOMATICS 

Precision Weapons 
Require Precision 

Repair Tools! 

Precision Specialties 
manufactures the tools you 
need to keep your Smith & 

Wesson handguns at their finest. 
Send $1.00 for current catalog. 

PRECISION ,.:--~ 
SPECIALTIES IJ ~R>CJSION 

' ~ 
131 Hendom Drive, ~ p 1 PE:ClAU 1ES 

Feeding Hills, MA 1,'-- ' 

01030 
Member American Pis to/smiths Guild 

• Cocked & Locked or 
Hammer Down Carry w/ 
Anti-Grab Thumbsnap 

• Carries mllfl.JWl..i 
~Over Camo Gear 

Or Under A Tu.. A TRUE URBAN, DESERT, 
FIJREST o• TROPICAL~ 

Lined In Glove Leathec only $89.95 
Available In Ruddy-Brown plus 5% S&H 

color or Nit&-81ack'" . Foreign Add 2:.% Dealers Send 
L ft-H n Shooters- NO EXTRA CHARGE FFL Plus SJ.00 

Ser<I Check, M.0., 
VISA QA MC TO: 

CAmE BARON LEATHER CO. 
P.O. BOX 100724 Dept. AH-9 
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78201 

bly the single most popular handgun cali
ber for African game. It shoots 270 and 300 
grain .375 bullets, the same bullets as the 
famous .375 H&H Magnum rifle, at 
around 2,000 fps for impressive knock
down power. The SSK barrels in .375 JDJ 
are available only for the Contender pistol. 

Aday in the life of a handgun hunter on 
./"'\.safari begins with the crisp African 
dawn as the blood-red sun squints over the 
horizon triggering a chorus of exotic birds 
chirping outside your window. You lazily 
wipe the sleep from your eyes as a native 
girl gently raps on your bedroom door to 
deliver a steaming mug of tea. You feel 
exhilerated, you're on safari! 

You wriggle into your khaki hunting 
clothes and check your pistol. Fresh ammo 
in your belt loops? Scope still secure in its 
mounts? Knife sharp, binoculars clean? 
Let's hunt! 

It's 6 a.m. and the rising sun paints the 
bush a brilliant orange-purple as you clam
ber into the Land Rover to meet your pro
fessional hunter, who seems far too bright
eyed and bushy-tailed at this ungodly hour 
of the morning after those Lion lagers last 
night around the campfire. 

"Top of the morning, old boy," comes the 
salutation in crisp, proper British-English, 
"Sleep well? I hope so, we've got MMBA to 
cover ths fine morning." 

"Slept like an Egyptian mummy, thanks. 
MMBA ?" you reply as the old Land Rover 
grinds into first with a defiant clank of the 
transmission. 

"Miles and Miles of Bloody Africa. 
We'll motor out into the bush, park under a 
shady baobob tree and then we'll begin 
your safari. Spotted a tremendous kudu a 
few miles west the other day and if we're in 
luck the chap will cooperate and still be in 
the area. He's a huge bugger, must be at 
least 55-inches around the spiral of those 
tremendous horns. Haven't seen one that 
big in a few seasons. His headgear must be 
weighing him down, so what say we go 
relieve him of his burden?" replies your 
professional hunter as he slows the chug
ging Land Rover to a crawl as the Shang
aan tracker leaps aboard. 

"Shall I load? I've got these heavyweight 
.44 Magnum slugs, 320 grainers, that are 
just the ticket for that big kudu," you ask. 

"Go ahead and load up, you never know 
what might decide to climb in with us. 
Three years ago I had a bloody huge lion 
charge Old Betsy. Tried to leap right in with 
us, but we weren't picking up hitchhikers 
that day. Bit of a crowd, don't you know. So 
yes, go ahead and load but do not shoot! It's 
just not sporting, old chap, to shoot from a 
vehicle. We won't shoot within 500 yards of 
Old Betsy even if a kudu with horns as long 
as a Zulu spear steps out. So bloody well 
don't shoot unless we get another uninvited 
hitchhiker trying to catch a free ride. It's 
okay to repel borders." 

You reach the area after a dusty, cool 
ride in the open air Land Rover and you 
slide out to begin a stalk. The tracker, a 
lithe young Shangaan whom you under-
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DAMPIESS DESTROYS· 
with rust. corrosion, mildew ruining valued 
guns, precision-finished equioment, etc. 

Silica Gel Unit Drinks 
Dampness from the Air 
360 gram unit protects 27 
cubic ft. Ideal for display 
cabinets, safes, etc. The 
desiccant of choice by 
gov"t and industry, silica 
gel adsorbs moisture to 
create a protective shield 
of dry air within any enclosed area. Indica
tor built-in to foil carton signals when to re· 
activate. (Reactivates easily in any oven.) 
Money back guarantee. $9.50 each Send 
printed name and address with check. 

(NY residents add sales tax) 
Hydrosorbent Co. Box 675·Z Rye, NY 10580 

357/44 B & D 
CONVERSIONS 

S&W 27-28-Ruger 357-9mm 
TC Contender-Ruger Red Hawk 

BAIN & DAVIS 
107 E. Valley Blvd. San Gabriel, CA 91776 

818-573-4241or213-283-7449J.closed Sun. & Mon.) 

PULL THE TRIGGER 
ON EXCITEMENT 

SSK HAND CANNONS 

For Superior Performance when 
you wish to reach out and touch 

something. 

Specializing in: 
14 to 58 Caliber Contenders 

Custom Scope installations for hunting 
handguns, heavyweight bullet molds, 
arrestor muzzle brakes. exotic finishes. 
Please call or write for price quote or further mformat1on. 
If writing, send two First Class postage stamps. 

SSK INDUSTRIES 
Rt. 1-H, Della Dr. 

Bloomingdale, OH 43910 
(614) 264-0176 

32 H & A MAGNUM (308 & 312) 
Custom swaged in weight you v.:ant, 

'

also cast. bullets and reloaded ammo. 
·send $1. 00 for literature. 

. 9 lii1I _,M~o~~n~o~~ets 
_____,. - - - Turlock, CA 95380 
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$11.50 PLUS $1 .50 POSTAGE& HANDLING 

BRUSHES INCLUDED 
"KEEP 'EM CLEAN ON THE LINE" 
P.P.C. -1.P.S.C. - PIN - COMBAT 
Specify model & caliber 
Extra brushes 6 for $3.50 
~ VISA /MASTERCARD l•••I l!!!!!i!!ii!!I ACCEPTED 

H 
....... jiiiiiii .. 

1/3 MOON CLIPS 
Use .45 acp ammo in place of .45 auto rim. For 
Coll 17. S&W 25 and S& W 55 revolve rs. 
Allows storage in ammo belts & std . boxes 
Reusable indefi nite ly. For a FREE sample. 
send a self-addressed. stamped enve lope. 
(We now make full-moon clips.) 
Clip Prices: 25 for $4 .99: 50 for $8.99 ppd. 

RANCH PRODUCTS. PO . Box 145. M>lonta. O HIO 4 JSJS 

• 
Patented Do Not Accept Substitutes I 
Rib & Sights for the competi tive shooter. The 1984 & 1987 

ICAMP PERRY NATIONAL PISTOL CHAMPIONSHIPS 1st & 2nd I 
lplace won using BO-MAR's. Also '82 , '83 , '84 & '86 PPC I 

National Championships won with BO·MAR Sights. 

I BO·MAR 11--Jl I 
I World 's Finest Handgun Sights L___j I 
I Sighl a~::~~:;~!~r:~;; s&w 645 Serrated blade ® I 
I Route 12, Box 405 Longview, TX 7565 214·759-4784 I 

.. 
Send Stamped Self-addressed envelope tor catalog ••••••••••••••• 

- Rdtffl_ 
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• GUN SAFES 
• HOME SAFES 
• FIRE SAFES 
• GOLDENROD 

DEHUMIDIFIERS 

GUARANTEED 
LOWEST PRICE! 

1-800-222-7233 
A. G. ENGLISH, INC. 

708 S. 12th St. 
Broken Arrow, Ok. 74012 
OK (918) 251-3399 

stand can read the ground like you scan the 
morning papers, trots along in front fol
lowed by the professional hunter with you 
bringing up the rear. The PH has explained 
that the tracker goes first in order to get a 
good look at any fresh spoor on the 
ground; he follows to probe the bush look
ing for game; you look for animals too, and 
pay attention to the hand signals that 
constitute communication on a stalk. No 
talking , you have been told rather 
emphatically. 

The ground seems to be covered with 
assorted footprints - everything from the 
poodle-size print of a steenbok to the size 
18s of a Cape buffalo. How can the tracker 
sort one from another? How he can tell the 
age of the spoor: two hours, two days, two 
weeks? He seems to stroll effortlessly, head 
bent, eyes darting. He takes the spoor of a 
pointy sort of a hoof print. The PH turns 
and gestures above his head, his hands 
making spirals upward as he stands on 
tippy-toes. Big kudu tracks, you gather. 

Suddenly the tracker freezes like a Brit
tany on point. The professional halts, his 
right foot still in midair between steps. You 
stop too. Slowly, carefully the tracker 
raises a tentative arm and points off to your 
left. You stare, and see nothing. The pro
fessional nods and tucks his left hand 
behind his back, out of sight, and waves 
gently to the left. He wants me to move 
left, you figure, and you follow him 
crabstepping and hunched over in the 
instinctive crouch of Man the Predator. 

The professional leads you 15 yards to a 
scrubby thorn bush, and gestures gently 
ahead. You gingerly raise your Leupold 
scoped Ruger Redhawk to try to get a look 
at what's up ahead- surely a kudu? - that 
you still can't see with your untrained 
naked eye. The bush is dense and sorta 
gray in overall color. It so happens a kudu 
has a gray coat. Mother Nature knew her 
business, you realize, when She designed 
camo clothing for the animals. 

Miraculously you see what you could 
not see before without the aid of the 
2-power scope's magnification. What a 
gorgeous, magnificent animal! The kudu is 
browsing about 40 yards ahead. The early 
morning sun glistens on his horns, the 
ivory tips flashing brightly high above the 
kudu's shoulders. He's the size of a large 
bull elk, you notice. He's standing broad
side, maybe quartering ever-so-slightly 
away. 

You raise your Redhawk carefully and 
delicately brace your hands on a rather 
flimsy limb of the thorn bush. Not much of 
a rest, but any rest is better than no rest. 
Your breath comes in spurts as your heart 
races and your adrenal gland dumps 
another five gallons of excitement into your 
system. Buck fever strikes again. 

You calm yourself and steady the 
crosshairs on the shoulder. Realizing the 
noise that cocking the hammer would 
make, you elect to go for a double-action 
shot. You line up the Duplex wires where 
you know the heart to lie, low in the chest. 
Steady pressure builds on the trigger and 

ALLOW 12 TO 16 WEE KS FO R DELIVERY 

DRAKE'S 
STEEL REACTIVE 

TARGETS 
DRAKE'S PLATES 

Plate table with six 8" diameter faces made of T-1 plate, 
easy-pull mechanism allo'NS Instant return, C11sassembles 
tor easy storage, made to competition specifications 
or custom plates made to your specifications. Bowling 
pin size plates optional. . ....... ........... ..... S395.00 
Extra bOwllng pin plates of T-1 to flt plate table !Set of SIS 90.00 

" PEPPER POPPER" 
42" high 3/ 8" mild steel wtlh hinged base - made t o 
competition specifications - power adjustment - for 
use with all lead pistol bullets. S 89.00 

:S·WA Y FLOPPER 
8" shoot plate activates target frames - shoot target 
disappears and no shoot target appears - targets flop 
9CJl - speed adjustable. . S 75.00 

TARGET STANDS 
Angle Iron construction - pockets to accept firring 
strips on which to staple targets. . S 29.00 

STEEL PLATES 
3/8" mild steel plates welded on a 2" x 4-1 / 2" steel base. 

a-· Diameter Plates <set of 61 . S 79.00 
6" Diameter Plates 1set of 61 . S 75.00 
4" Diameter Plates 1set of 6) . S 69.00 
Bowling Pln Plates !5et of 5) . S 65.00 

Targets are designed for use with all lead pistol tJullets ontv. Custom 
plate prices upon reauest; please send SASE along with your 
specifications. send S2.00 for full-color brochure. All shipping 
charges collect. CT residents aaa 7!ti% sales tax. To oraer. send 
name. full street address tno P.O. boxesJ with Check or money order 
to: 

DRAKE'S WELDING SERVICE, INC . 
P.O. Box 8. Stonington. CT 06378 

1203) 535·391 5 or 599-2209 

3 inch .41 O & or .45 Colt 

SPECIFIC ATI ONS MODEL '4 

Barre l Length 4.1 inches; Over
all Length 6 inches ; Weight 16Vz oz . 

Standard Grips are Rose wood, Stag 
Grips are $25 extra. Fin ish - High 

Po lish or Satin. 3w and s ~ Barrel lengths are 
also available. For ty ot her cali be rs are avail

able includ ing 9mm , 10mm, .3 8, .357, .44 Mag . .45 Auto, etc. 

For Free Literature Send Stamped Envelope 

AMERICAN DERRINGER CORP 
P.O. Box 8983 Dept.AH4,Waco, Texas 76714 

$9.95 plus $ 3.00 postage and handling. 
Michigan residents add 4% sales tax. 
BOB KRIEGER , GUNSMITH 

2271 Star Court H.G. •Auburn Hts., Ml 48057 
(313) 853-6171 
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(JlJNS 
S'l1()llll~S: 

THE CASE OF THE 
"NEWSSTAND NEUROTIC." 

10:57 a.m. 

Suspect enters Bill's Boals 8e Magazines 
on 5th and Main and immediately pro
ceeds to magazine rack where he picks 
up the last copy of GUNS Magazine. 

11:03 a.m. 

Two unidentified males enter store, also 
proceeding directly to magazine rack. 
Suspect nervously peers over shoulder, 
obviously disturbed by their arrival. 

11:04 a.m. 

Witness sees one of the unidentified 
males reach for magazine rack. Suspect 
obviously mistakes sudden movement 
for an attempt on his copy of GUNS. Sus
pect reacts by assaulting both men with 
a rolled up magazine. 

11:16 a.m. 

Suspect flees the scene and is quickly 
arrested for needlessly magazine 
whipping two innocent fishing 
enthusiasts. 

12:43 p.m. 

Suspect confesses to criminal acts. 
His reason? Nothing was going to 
come between him and the only 
magazine he trusted for the latest gun 
and shooting sport information. 
He wanted the facts . .. just the facts. 
He wanted GUNS Magazine. 

1:05 p.m. 

Suspect is released on his own recog
nizance promising to never frequent 
newsstands again and agreeing to sub
scribe to GUNS instead. 

IUD 

(;ASE I~Otl~Ol\7 UJ•: 

1 month later, suspect seen sharing his sub
scription copy of GUNS with two unidentified 
gun enthusiasts-proof positive that GUNS 
subscribers get the facts every month. 

(;ASE (;J~OSEn. 

Avoid the newsstand neurotics. Use the adjoining order card 
or write to P.O. Box 85201, San Diego, CA 92138 to order ypur 
own subscription to GUNS Magazine today! 



LEARN 
GUN 

REPAIR! 

I and shooting ,.., 

~ :iirs~ sr:i .. --~~·:~i; .......... -career· f ng goods sto11, 
gu• shop, spo< '...,... shooting 
dis<O'tnt house-0 start your ow11 
dub or rang•

11
- ~ir guns. 

tousinen-se .... ,-

BE YOUR OWN GUN EXPERT. 
We show you how to buy and 
sell guns ... customize, repair 
and accurize them ... fit and 
finish stocks. Learn all about 
ballistics .. . black powder ... 
how to import guns. 
We show You How to Apply for 
a Federal Firearms license. 

Buy a ~d sell guns, am munition and accessories wh ile you 
a re still a student at North American. Sta rt making ext ra 
cash almost immediately---0rder guns for oth· .. -. 

;;,~.~·~~-~f~.~~~~s c;: ~~!,"~~t;,:~~ ~ 
obligation and no salesman will visit. Gase 

fiiUSl'N.rth A::rk: ~::i::t"fire;;;;;s- . . 

'
~Dept. NH071,9250ok Slreet,Saonton,PA 18508 
Rush me free information telling how I may become a I CUN PRO. No salesman will visit. I 

I Name Age __ J 
I Address Apt. # -- I 
I City/State Zip I 
L~!_.J __________ ;;J 

~ A Subsidiary of National Education Corporation. 
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the hammer starts to roll back-easy now, 
keep the sights aligned as you wait for the 
surprise break that should come any . . . 
BOOM! 

The recoil thumps your hand and the 
noise of 22 grains of WW296 explodes the 
quiet of the morning. You momentarily 
lose sight of your target as the muzzle lifts 
and brings the scope with it. 

"Good shot, old boy," exclaims your pro
fessional hunter, "Bloody good shot! He's 
down, dropped like the stock market! Dare 
say he never felt a thing-very bloody good 
shot!" He pounds your back in congratula
tions, you got the Big Boy! 

You go and fetch the Land Rover to load 
750 pounds of delicious kudu meat and the 
trophy that will eventually cause a wee bit 
of a tiff with your wife as you try to explain 
why the kudu head would look better over 
the fireplace than her favorite Renoir print. 
The air seems crisper and your gun seems 
lighter, you positively strut instead of 
stroll. You've just bagged the Gray Ghost 
of the bush, the majestic kudu. 

You lunch and return to MMBA after
wards to hunt warthog. A nice boar falls to 
another 320 grain hardcast slug and you 
drink his toast over kudu steaks that eve
ning around the crackling campfire. You 
climb wearily into bed, your body tired but 
your mind alive with energy as you fall 
asleep dreaming of your next day on safari. 
You've just completed the first chapter of a 
dream you've cherished since ~ 
boyhood, an African safari . ~ 

The Old Timer 
from Kirkpatrick 

Go back in time and relive history of the long 
cattledrives and gunfights of the 1800's. 

203 204 

Belt double ply 
leather . nylon 
stitched. with 24 
bullet loops. 
Holster hand
creased. has leg 
and hammer tie 
downs. 100% 
American made. 
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Send $2 00 for our NEW Catalog of Custom Handgun 
Accessories Refundable with first order To order 
call (818) 956-6010. We accept MasterCard/Visa 

•-i:il~Gs· KING 'S GUN WORKS, INC. 
'"""" 1837W. Glenoaks Blvd . Glendale, CA 91201 

METAL 
FINISHING PRODUCTS 

Buffers, Belt Grinders . Band 
Saws, Buffs , Compounds, Abrasive 

Belts, Micarta. Exotic Woods , Books, 
Blades, Rivets . Pinning Materials , Bar 
Stock, K & G Bluing Salts, Ivory , 440C 

and Turkish Damascus . 

P.O. Box 13522 
Arlington, TX 76013 
Phone 8171274-1282 

KNIFE & GUN 
FINISHING SUPPLIES 

PIS'l'Ol '"' 
PACUEU 

Maple Wood 

VISA & MC 
(Card# & Exp. Dooe) s}69°0 + 7°0s&11 

Call Toll Free 1-800- 888-GUNS 
or mail check 10: 

PFLUMM GUN 
MFG. CO. 

6139 Melrose Lane 
Shawnee, KS 66203 

~ 
From .22 to .45 AO~~t 

=---- ~ 
..Jc. resets targets 

. 

Motsey's Enlerprises 
Deputmenl A 

14960 Mono Rd . • Atnc adero. CA 93422 
1-805-466-6457 I VISA ; 

CAL MODEL 
Oimf'n1.io n !li 
S touqf' ~iLf' 
WPiqh1 

Q-22 
2'11:2.xl ' ,- plalf'" 
4 - ll4 - ll24-
17 lb!t' 
79.95 ... 6 .00 ~hip. 

Q-3845 
4·"4·,4 .. 
4 -"10-·,4· 
70 lb~ . 
295.00 • 18 00 

BETTER SHOOTINGi1•111w••• 
with th is im proved 
cast Aluminum Grip 
ADAPTOR. For Co lt , 
S & W and Ruger D.A. 
Revolvers. DURABLE, PRAC· 
TICAL- EASY TO INSTALL. 
lHREE ATTRACTIVE FINISH COLORS . 
POLISHED or SLACK $7.00; GOLD $7.50 

TYLER'S TRIGGER SHOE 
Durable ligh1 we ight cos t aluminum fo r Colts, S & W 
Ruge r and o ther modern pistols, rifles and shotgun s. 
POLISHED or BLACK $5.50 ; GOLD FINISH $6.00 

AT YOUR FAVORITE DEALER OR ORDER DIR ECT. Send 
moke & model of gun . No C.0.D.'s please . Add $1.00 
for Shipping Charges. Fu ll y Guaranteed . Genuine 
Stag-Wood & Synthetic Gun Grips & Accessor ies . 
Hand·made leather Holsters & Belts . 

New! IVOREX® GUN GRIPS 
MELVIN TYLER MFG. AND DIST. 

1326 W. Britton Rd . • Oklahoma City, Okla. 73114 
Call toll free 800-654-8415 Outside Oklahoma 
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PISTOLSMITHING 
Continued from page 14 

Broomhandle Mausers being imported 
from China. 
Cliff: The bores are all rough and the 
throats eroded. I have been either reboring 
and rifling these pistols in 9mm by insert
ing a sleeve in the chamber end and work
ing right through that. Some shops reline 
these barrels, but that leaves only .060" 
wall thickness, so I prefer to rebarrel them. 
This leaves some exciting options open: 
New barrels up to 16-inches long can be 
installed. 
AH: Are we talking about a large invest
ment in this work? 
Cliff: Up to an 8-inch barrel costs $175 , 
while the 16-inch variation is $250. Some 
makers get $1500 for a completed job. I 
only do the barrel work, but many of my 
clients prefer to do the finish details 
themselves. 
AH: How do you rebarrel a Mauser pistol? 
Cliff: I cut off the barrel a bit in front of the 
chamber area, counterbore from the front 
and stop just short of the rear of the cham
ber, leaving the extractor groove and origi
nal feed ramp. The new barrel abuts just 
like a Mauser rifle barrel, at two points, 
leaving just a faint line at the joint, which 
usually disappears entirely after rebluing. 
You can often bore out the original front 
sight, into a barrel band, and apply it to the 

new barrel by shrinking it into place. 
AH: There's an interesting point: Do you 
believe that silver soldering or welding on 
a barrel changes its accuracy potential? 
Cliff: Application of heat completely ruins 
a barrel for accurate shooting. It would be 
different if a manufacturer did the work, 
because he could use different alloys, spe
cial solders and brazing could become a 
part of the heat treating process. That con
trolled work is different than using a torch . 
I tested a standard Douglas barrel, at 28 on 
the Rockwell C scale, then welded a lug on 
and tested it again. It was 17 around the 
weld, and heaven knows what under the 
welded place. That's a dramatic drop. The 
4140 alloy steel has .4 carbon, so I wouldn't 
be responsible for what happened to a bar
rel after the application of heat! 
AH: What other kinds of pistol reboring 
have you done ? 
Cliff: I made a Ruger Redhawk in .41 mag
num over into a .45 ACP. I chamfered the 
chambers before rechambering for use 
with full moon clips. To reload, you just 
throw a full moon clip into the cylinder, 
close it and continue shooting. That modi
fication seems to suit the owner's style of 
shooting very well. 

I also have done a number of doggy 
Ruger .357 SA's over into very nice .44 
specials by reboring , rerifling and 
rechambering. 
AH: What are your guidelines in this kind 
of work? 
Cliff: I look at the chamber pressure level 

the weapon was designed to take and refuse 
to do anything outside the parameters of 
that original pressure level. 
AH: You advertise yourself as a barrel 
reborer, rather than as a barrelmaker. 
What's the difference? 
Cliff: The only difference is that I don't do 
deep hole drilling on blanks. I confine my 
work to enlarging existing bores, or to 
rebarreling, as I've already explained. 
AH: Are there any secrets to superior bar
rel making? 
Cliff: A few trade secrets, but the most 
important is accurate reaming. Reaming is 
the most important part of rifling. Rifling 
grooves are only .004" deep, and you are 
lucky to take a ten thousandth cut at each 
pass. If a barrel varies only half a thou
sandth in its length, that's 20% of the total 
groove depth! So, a truly smooth, uni
formly reamed hole from end to end is the 
secret of an accurate barrel. Learn to ream 
accurately, and your rifling problems all 
disappear, and your barrel will ~ 
shoot tight, consistent groups. ~ 

COMING NEXT ISSUE 
BROWN 

MAXl·COMP .45 
THE ULTIMATE 

COMBAT PISTOL? 

1~\ 
\ "STRESSFIRE" 

At lastl The first volume of Massad Ayoob's long awaited series on "Gunfighting for Police: 
Advanced Tactics and Techniques.' ' 
"STAESSFIRE" is the result of Ayoob's years of research about what actually happens in 
gunfights. 
Learn how stress and adrenalin affect the mind and body, ruining conventional shooting 
techniques under pressure ... and how new techniques actually feed off that pressure to 
make you perform better under stress) 

$9.95 

"THE STREET SMART GUN BOOK" 
At last. master gunfighting tactician John Farnam gives his formula for shooting survival. One 

of the top natio~al instructors, John covers gun and holster selections and gives intensive 

advice on use of cover, movement, mental awareness and preparation, and the TACTICS for 
winning a gun duel. 

$11.95 
Plus $2.95postage and handling 

MC/VISA ACCEPTED. ORDER TOLL FREE: 800-624-9049 

--------------POLICE BOOKSHELF P.O. Box122, Concord, N.H. 03301-------------

STRESSFIRE $9.95 __ 

THE STREET SMART GUN BOOK $11.95 __ 
Shipping and handling 

TOTAL ENCLOSED 

$2.95 __ 

Name ___________________________ _ 

Street ___________________________ _ 
City ___________________________ _ 

State ___________ Zip _______________ _ 
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HANDGUN 
MARKET 

(~IJl\S S Il7ll~ll 

ACCESSORIES 

IF YOU TAKE LIFE SERIOUSLY ... peruse our Procurement 
Index featuring specia lty equipment used by professionals 
worldwide. Concealment holsters, electronics, disguised and 
un conventional wea ponry from und e r $20.00 to over 
$2,000.00. The cat.a log is $3 .00 from: A.S.P., Box 18595/AH, 
AUant.a, GA 30326. 

Concealed Weapon License Identification Badge. Finest qual
ity, made to order with your license number. Free brochure. 
Seven Seas, POB 3906, Dept. 45, Apollo Beach, FL 33570. Ph. 
813-645-262 1. 

FURY-HORIZONTAL SHOULDER SYSTEM for large 
frames, 45/9mm autos. Dual harness, twin off-side magazine 
ca rri e r . Hand cr a fted of ge nuin e b lac k lea th e r. Only 
$54.95 + HIS, COD, Visa/Mastercard. ORDERS ONLY 1-
800-284-7080. Noon-6pm EST inquires 716/282-7080. 

ARMOR VAULT GUN VAULTS buy direct from mfg. call 
or write for free brochure 405-634-2841. 729 S.E. 29th, Okla. 
City, Okla. 73129. 

ADJUSTABLE SIGHT SPECIAL $79.00. Colt Government 
Model, Auto Ordnance, Springfield Armory, Etc. Your choice, 
Wichita Target, Wichit.a Combat or Bo-Mar BMCS. Slide pre
cision milled for low mount installation and hot re-blued, 
Your choice, ramp or gla re free post front s ight installed. Also, 
Ejection Port lowered and fla red, $18.00. $4.00 shipping and 
handling. Call or write for shipping date. GUARDIAN AR
MORY, 6070 Bailey Ave. , Twentynine Palms, CA 92277. 619-
367-7625. 

Ml911 auto shooters! We manufacture a no gunsmithing 
shim that takes out side play between frame and slide, $4.00 
PPD. Custom Knives & Guns, 23-7th Ave. NE, Pe lican Rap
ids, MN 56572. 

PEPPER POPPERS: $79.95 each. Free St.anding 8" STEEL 
PLATES, $14.95 each. All quali ty 3J8" construction. Shipped 
freight collect. Wri te for additional information and quantity 
prices. LaGrange County Rod and Gun, 121 North Main St. , 
Topeka, lN 46571. 

DRAGON SCALES, Genuine G. I. 5-W'x5- W' hard armor 
plated from bullet proof vests. 5/$7.50, 10/$ 13.50, 25/$30.00; 
all postpa id. Money Orders Only. SECURITY SHOTGUNS, 
POB 449, Oracle, AZ 85623. 

PERSONAL FIREARMS JOURNAL: Durable one page 
per firearm record book acc:omodat.es sixteen t'Omprehensive 
descriptions and photos. Ideal for inventory and insurance 
protection for your collections a nd investments. $14.95 + 2.50 
shipping. Wellington 's, Dept. 23, P.O. Box 8668, Spokane, WA 
99203. 

Ruger Parts and Accessories. Hours 4p.m. t ill 8p.m. Dealer 
discounts apply with copy of FFL. Americana Distributors, 
P.O. Box 1540, Powell. Ohio 43065, (614)436-9480. 

Cleaned and polished brass once fired, military, commercial , 
. 45.A.C.P.; 9mm, .38 Special ; 7.62; 5.56; 30.06; No F.F.L. re
quired. Send Self Addressed St.amped Envelope for informa
tion: A.M.l. , P.O. Box 17383, Memphis, TN 38187-0383. 

AMMUNITION 

EXCALIBER WAX PELLETS, for .38 spl. , 9 mm Luger, .380, 
. 41 mag. , .44 mag., .45 L.C., .45 acp. Inexpensive practice ap
proximately IJ2 velocity of factory ammo. No ricochetting, no 
reloading tools, no gun powder, uses shotgun primers only. 
100 pellet sampler w/6 reusable cases $5.00. Specia l weapons 
cat.a logue $1.00. M & M ENTERPRISES, Box 64 AHG, Island 
Lake, IL 60042. 

Save $$$$ on a ll your ammunition, cleaning ki ts and acces
sory needs. For a FREE catalog send us your printed name 
and address and the fo llowing SIGNED st.alement: My dale of 
birth is nd there are no local, state or 
federal restrictions proh ibiting me from purchasing ammuni
tion. Signed . Atlant.a Dis
count Ammo, Dept. R, Box 627. Norcross, GA 30091. 

YOUR QUEST FOR THE ULTIMATE lN HARD CAST 
PISTOL BULLETS ENDS HERE. BEFORE YOU IN
VEST lN ANOTHER BOX OF BULLETS, SEND FOR FREE 
PRICE LIST/FACT SHEET. PRECISION CONPONENTS, 
lNC., NEW ROUTE 55, DEPT. AHM , P.O. BOX 337, PAWL
ING, NY 12564. 

TUMBLER/POLISHERS NUT SHELL MEDIA HIGHEST 
QUAUTY LOWEST PRICE #5 BOX $9.75, DELNERED 
FREE. PRICE LIST.JET BLAST, BOX 4520, FT. WORTH, 
TEXAS76106. 

DISCOUNT AMMO!! BRASS! BULLETS! Compare our 
prices on Winchester, Remington, Federa l, Glaser, Norma, 
CCI, Hornady, etc. Free cat.alog. Cheapshot , Inc., Ammo Dis
count Warehouse, 294A RT 980, Canonsburg, PA 15317. 41 2/ 
745-COLT. 
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Classified ads $.75 per word per insertion. ($.60 per word-per insertion for 3 or more) including 
name and address (20 word minimum). Minimum charge $15.00. Copy and rerun orders must be 
accompanied by PAYMENT IN ADVANCE. NO AGENCY DISCOUNTS. All ads must be received 
with advance payment no later than the 15th of each month. Example: Closing for JAN/FEB 1989 
issue (on sale Nov. 1) is Sept. 15th. Ads received after closing will appear in the following issue. 
Please type or print clearly. PLEASE NOTE*** NO PROOFS WILL BE FURNISHED. 
Include name, address, post office, zip code, city and state as counted words. Abbreviations count 
as one word each. Mail to AMERICAN HANDGUNNER MAGAZINE, 591 Camino de la 
Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, California 92108. 

MAGNUM PISTOL POWDER - Ideal for 357, 41 , 44, 410, 
30 Carbine, prepaid fi rst 48 st.ates, I lb I $6.50, 4 lb I $24.00, 8 
lb $46.00, 16 lb I $88.00, 32 lb I $160.00. Glen's Components, 
Suite 265, 2899 East Big Beaver, Troy, Michigan 48084. 

.38 SPECIAL REWADED AMMUNITION- Remanufac
tured u s ing full y automated equipm e nt. 158 g r . SWC 
$87.00M-148gr. WC $85.00M. reloading since 1974. MPS Co., 
1441 W. John St., Matthews, NC 28105. (704)847-8793. 

BOOKS 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, latest pistol carrying, purchasing, 
etc., regulations for a ll st.ales and FEDERAL GUN LAWS. 
Both booklets $5.00. POLICE EQUIPMENT CATALOG 
$2.00. Schlesinger, Department E., P.O. Box 882, New York, 
NY 10150. 

OUT-OF-PRlNT Books Found. Send Wants. LARGE CATA
LOGUE $1.00; Booklook, 51AC Maple Ave., Warwick, N.Y. 
10990. 

lN THE GRAVEST EXTREME by Massad Ayoob. How and 
when to use a gun, authoritatively written by an active duty 
policeman. For your copy, send $9.95 (includes post.age) to: 
GUNS BOOKS/Dept.GE-H09, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 
200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

NO SECOND PLACE WINNER By Bill J ordan. A fascinat
ing book about gun fighting and the equipment to use, from 
loads to leather. $8.50 + $1.50 post. GUNS BOOKSIDept.NS
H09, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 
92108. 

SHOOT A HANDGUN reveals the expert's way to use your 
handguns safely, effectively and within the law. Learn how 
and where to shoot, firearms responsibility, what ammunition 
to purchase, and more. Special chapter on defensive pistol 
shooting, plus a glossary of handgun terms. Only $9.95 post
paid. GUNS BOOKS, Dept.SH-H09, 591 Camino de la Reina, 
Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

Shooting by Edward Matunas. Learn how to become an expert 
marksman with rifle, shotgun, handgun, muzzle loader and 
bow. You'll get tips on selecting the proper weapon and acces
sories, and be provided with a detailed course in ba llistics. For 
your copy, send $33.95 (includes post.age) to: GUNS BOOKS, 
Dept. SG-H09, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, 
CA 92108. 

1988 GUNS ANNUAL AV AlLABLE NOW! All new articles 
showcasing:''The Para-Ordnance Mcxlel 85: fully automatic 
and legal.","High-Tech Team Steyr Aug and H & K P7.","The 
Shotgun Scene","Ruger's .30 Mab'llUm revolvers", Insight on 
Aussie Assault Rifles, Plus"New Guns for 1988" and Old-Time 
Sixgun Stunts, Just $4.95 postpaid WHILE SUPPLIES 
LAST. GUN ANNUAL, Dept. GA-H09,PO Box 16025, San 
Diego, CA 92116. 

1988 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER ANNUAL. This year's 
exciting look at handguns. Includes: Massad Ayoob s"Get 
Hip," the"lnsider Story" on police pistols, Col. Charles Askins 
on gunfighting on the Rio Grande, and much more. Send $4.95 
postpaid to: HANDGUNNER ANNUAL, Dept. HGA-H09, 
591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

FIREWORKS - J eff Cooper's entert.aining blend of essay and 
fiction, including observations on violence in America, terror
ism, hunting on three continent.s, the proper mental condi
tioning for combat, and much more. Hardcover edition only 
$15.95 postpa id. Send check to: GUNS Books, Dept. FWH-09, 
PO Box 85201, San Diego, CA 92138. 

1987 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER ANNUAL. The year's 
most exciti ng lo o k a t the h a nd g un fi e ld . lnclud 
ing:"Pistolsmith Profile" -"Springfield Armory Forges Ahead" 
plus lest reports and more! Only $4.95 postpaid. ~IANDGUN
NER ANNUAL, Dept. HGA-H09, 591 Camino de la Reina, 
Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

MASTER TIPS By Jon Winokur The best shooters in the 
business leach you step-by-step mastery of the techniques 
that made them winners. For your copy, Send $13.45 (includes 
post.age) to: GUNS BOOKS, Dept. MT-H09, 591 Camino de la 
Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

SHERWOOD'S CATALOG OF GUN PARTS, ACCESSO
RIES, AMMUNITION, GOVERNMENT SURPLUS AND 
MUCH MORE. WHEN IN LOS ANGELES AREA, VISIT 
OUR 4,000 SQ. FT. SHOWROOM. SEND $1 TO: 18714 PAR
THENIA STREET, NORTHRIDGE, CA 91324. 

NEW CATALOG every two months! Get the best new books 
on weaponry, revenge and dorens of other subjects! For 50 
page cat.alog <let.ai ling over 300 titles send $1.00 to: PALADIN 
PRESS, P.O. BOX 1307-SGAT, Boulder," Colorado 80306, 
(303)443-7250. 

FAST SURVIVAL REPERENCE: Condensed survival in
formation in booklet form . Small enough for shirt pocket, wal
let or purse. Send $2.00 and SASE to: Western Concepts De
sign, 4320-196th SW, Suite B146-AH, Lynnwood, WA 98036. 

IMPROV ISED EXPLOSIVES: HOW TO MAKE YOU R 
OWN--by Seymour Lecker--Ten simple formulas give you the 
basis to construct actua l bombs, booby traps and mines! 5-
11zx8- 'l.!d, sofu.-over, illus., 80pp. Send $11.00ppd to: PALADIN 
PRESS, P.O. Box 1307-8GAK, Boulder, Colorado 80306. 

FREE"Founding Fathers Bicentennial of the U.S. Constitu
tion Booklet of Gun Quotes" Send SASE to: Second Amend
ment Foundation, Dept. AH , 12500 N.E. Tenth Place, Belle
vue, WA 98005. 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 

BECOME A LICENSED FIREARMS DEALER! Official 
forms, lat.est BATF instructions. Wholesale sources. License 
guaranteed or full refund! $5.00. Monarch, Box 1614-EM , El 
Mirage, AZ 85335. 

BECOME FEDERALLY LICENSED FIREARMS DEALE R! 
Complete forms/instructions $5.00."St.arting Your Own Gun 
Business" (packed with information for your success) $4.95. 
License guaranteed or full refund! All above $7.95. Metro, 
Drawer 2267-SC, Sun City, AZ 85372. 

JOURNEYMAN CREDENTIALS granted legitimate! Write: 
National Craftsman Union, 210 Fifth Avenue, Sui te 1102, 
New York, NY 10010. 

BECOME A GUN DEALER -Professionally Prepared ki t in
cludes Official Forms, covers Licensing, Purchasing, Records
·EVERYTHlNG' Lists HUNDREDS of Top Wholesalers. 
GUARANTEED! $4.95: BUSINESS CONSULTANTS. P.O. 
Box 1232-H, Uniontown, PA 15401. 

PRIVATE SECURITY PAYS! Gua rds/patrol me n needed 
everywhere. Start your own agency with our step-by-step 
manua l. $6.95. SccuriTcch-H. Box C, Vashon. Washington 
98070. 

Become a gun dealer. For information on receivi ng your own 
F.F.L. Send $3.00: Shootin' I.u n Emporium, 12321 Southern 
Avenue, Garfield Hts, Ohio 44125. 

Licensed Firearms Dealer Application Kit. $5.00 ~'ree ID 
Card and Wall Certificate. lnlerst.ale Enterprises. Drawer 
19689-AH, Houston , TX 77224. 

GET PAID for reading books! Wri te: Pase-XM7, 161 Lincoln
way, North Aurora, lL 60542. 

COLLECTORS 

RANDALL PISTOL RESEARCH, Trends, a nd Letters of Au
thenticity. Send for more information. Rick Kennerknecht, 
Box 1163R, Monrovia, CA 91016-5163. 

EMBLEMS & INSIGNIA 

CUSTOM EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS-DECALS-PINS . 
Free cat.alog/Quoles. Highest Qua lity. Guaranteed Lowest 
Prices. Rush Sketch . STADRIAH, 61 Jane Street. N. Y.C. 
10014. (212)929-2293. 

CUSTOM EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS-DECALS-P INS. 
Free cat.alog/Quoles. Highest Quality. Guaranteed Lowest 
Prices. Rush Sketch. STADRIAH, 61 Jane Street. N.Y.C. 
10014. (212)929-2293 . 

FIREWORKS 

Salutes and Cannon crackers home made. The Best! Si mple 
easy method, my secrets revealed. Stamp: Browns Diversified. 
POB 6, Paragon, Indiana 46166. 

FIREWORKS, COLORED SMOKE DYES, ROCKET CAST
ING, CANNON FUSES,etc. for signaling or survival applica
t ions. Cat.alog $1.00. NorSt.arr, Box 5585, Pocatello. Idaho 
83202. 

FIRECRACKERS, 80/16's $6.00 BRICK, BOTTLE ROCK
ETS GROSS $2.50, ROMAN CANDLES JO BALL $4.50 
DOZEN, JUMPING JACKS $2.00 GROSS, ONLY SOME OF 
OUR SAMPLE PRICES. ALL PRE-PAlD. NIGHT AERlAL 
SHELLS, 61 SHOT REPEATEH~l, SKY ROCKETS, AND 
MANY MORE ITEMS TOO NUMEROUS TO MENTION 
HERE. MANY NEW AND UN-USUAL ITEMS. ALL CAN 
BE SEEN lN OUR COLORFUL ILLUSTRATED CATALOG 
BY SEN DI NG $1.00 TO: A&W SALES , P 0 . BOX 1, 
MUNCY, PA 17756. B; offer void where prohibited. 

FIREWORKS: Fun, safe, top quality, lowest prices, cat.alog 
$1.00: WESTSHORE FIREWORKS lNC., 664 1 E. Dewey 
AH8, Fount.ain, Mich. 49410. 

Cannon Fuse Cutting Device. Manually cuts 7,200 fuses or 
more per hour. $29.95. Cutler, P.O. Box 5733, Kent, WA 
98064-5733. 
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Fireworks. Color catalog $2.00. lowest F'reight. Fireworks of 
America Ltd., Box 426, N. Benton, Ohio 44449. 

FOR SALE 

WATCH REPLICAS! LOWEST PRICES IN USA! War
ranty' 18KT Goldplated' Exact weight! WE WILL NOT BE 
UNDERSOLD! CALL NOW (404)963-3USA. 

GERMAN MARCHES. $9.95 per cassette. Set of seven cas
settes $49.50. Free list. Send SASE: NSDAPAO, Box 6414-
AH, Lincoln. NE 68506. 

LEGAL SELF-DEFENSE VIDEOS: For the first time gun
owner & those with children; IN THE HOME, with family & 
Safety, Video-manual for use, defense & child-safety with 
guns. Massad Ayoob rated this as good. A MUST FOR GUN
OWNERS' $39.95. SURVIVE CRIMINAL ATTACK (Legally 
& Physically): Home defense tra ining by former Chief of Po
lice, Physician and interview with Massad Ayoob! A must if 
you may have to defend yourself and then end up on trial. Is a 
Defense aid in eourt!! $39.95, IL, IN, OH, MI, MN, WI resi
dents add sales tax. Add $3.50 postage/insurance per video. 
VILLAGE GUNSMITH, POB 873, East Moline, IL 61244. 
DEALERS fNQUIRE! 

Build your own shooting bench, target stand, rifle cabinet, re
loading bench etc. Plans catalog $1.00. LLEFMG, POB 908, 
Cornville, AZ 86325. 

IS IT TRUE YOU CAN BUY JEEPS FOR $44 THROUGH 
THE U.S. GOVERNMENT' GET THE FACTS TODAY! 
CALL 1-312-742-1142 EXT. 6279. 

GUN PARTS 

RANDALL & OD! VIKING 45ACP PARTS. DA RECEIV
ERS, AT DISCOUNTED PRICES. Lefl.hand Parts Available. 
RANDCO, Box l 163A, Monrovia, CA 91016-5163. 

GUNS FOR SALE 

WOMEN-We specialize in COMPETITION AND DEFEN
SIVE HANDGUNS FOR WOMEN. Automatics and revolv
ers custom-tailored to suit your size, strength , needs and ex
perience. We placed 2nd Woman at the 1987 Steel Challenge. 
For information send $1.00 to: JUDY'S COMP & CARRY, 
Box 640, Plains, MT. 59859 or call 406-826-5789. 

ATTENTION COLT MODEL 1911 OWNERS! CROSSMAN/ 
BLASER C02 PELLET GUN CONVERSION UNIT $129.00 
+ $3.00 SHIPPING: TEN RING PRECISION, INC., 1449 
BLUE CREST LANE, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78232, 1-
512-494-3063. 

NEW MODEL 1911Al 45 automatics (reeonditioned military 
sl ides) $245.00 + $4.50 UPS; NEW MATCH BARRELS AND 
BUSHINGS $89.50 + $2.50 UPS; NEW STEEL FRAMES 
$82.50 + $2.50 UPS. DETAILED LITERATURE $1.00. TEN 
RING PRECISION, INC., 1449 BLUE CREST LANE, SAN 
ANTONIO, TEXAS 78232. 1-512-494-3063. 

GUNSMITHING 

PISTOLSMITH Triple chamber HIGH-COMP installed on 
your gun $225 complete. All work highest quality. Stainless 
steel grips for Colt auto $40. Catalog $1. Randall Thompson, 
654 Lela Pl. , Grand Jct., CO 81504. 

GUNSMITHING LATHES -milling machines-tools. New 
catalog $1.00: Blue Ridge Machinery and Tools, P.O. Box 536-
N, Hurricane, WV 25526, 304-562-3538. 

CUSTOM P ISTOLSM ITHING by Randall Thompson. 
Compensator systems, custom barrels, machine cut checker
ing, metal craftsman. Highest Quality. Catalog $1. 654 Lela 
Place, Grand Jct ., C08J504. 

Learn my trade of gunsmithing, through video. We pioneered 
it 5 years ago with the ix>ok"Secrets of a Pist.olsmith". We are 
the proven leaders in the field. We offer videos on repairs, re
barreling, refinishing, tuning, bedding rifles and reloading. 
We have 21 titles and more on the way. These are not home 
movies but profes.5ional films. Catalog on request. Trapper 
Gun, Inc., 18717 E. 14 Mile Rd. Fraser, MI 48026. (313)792-
0133. 

You too can tune and trouble shoot your favorite handgun 
with"Secrets of a Pistolsmith". Now in its fifl.h year. This book 
has only been available to gunsmiths and dealers. We are now 
offering this helpful book to the public. This book is filled with 
many useful ways to correct any problems with S & W, Colt, 
Ruger and Browning handguns. Complete detailed line draw
ings of each part. You can't fail with"Secrets of a Pistolsmith" 
by Lin'1'rapper" Alexiou. Awarded one of the top 100 pistols
miths in 1988. Send $5.00 to: Trapper Gun, Inc. , 18717 E. 14 
Mile Road, Fraser, MI 48026. (313)792-0133. 

CUSTOM GUNSMITHING- Auto pistols, compensated or 
carry guns. XP-100's custom stocks and barrels. High accu
racy and reliability a part of our service. Guns a re our busi
ness-Our only business. Brochure $1. Mitchell Custom Guns, 
Rt 2 Bx 238, Breckenridge, Tx. 76024. 

D & L Sports Custom Combat 45's. Basic to full house pistols. 
P.O. Box 651, Gillette, WY 82716. 307-686-4008. 

LEARN GUNSMITHING, from traditional techniques to 
current"State of the Art." Learn from Masters in their fields. 
Excellent facilities and job op_portunities. Pully accredited, 
Yavapai College, 1100 East Sheldon, Prescott, AZ 86301. 
Attn: Glenn Simpson, Gunsmithing Department. 

.45 Autos. for range or street. Accurate and affordable. Bro-
chure $1.00: Shootin' Iron Emporium, 12321 Southern Ave
nue, Garfield Hts, Ohio 44125. 

INSTRUCTION 

VIDEO TRAINING PROGRAMS: World Champion John 
Shaw's"Combat Pistol Shooting", $59.95 and"Combat Shot
gun Shooting'', $49.95; Police Lt. Jim Bullard's Ultimate Self 
Defense Course", $59.95; other prow-ams priced"$39.95 in
cl ude:"Surv iv al Equipment ' ,"S ur vival Weap
ons","Remington 870'',"Re mington 1100","Co lt 45 Auto
matic","The M-16","Basic Rappelling"; VHS/Beta, $2.50 
shipping; Law Enforcement programs available, call for bro
chure; Master Video, Dept. AH, 7947 Carol Elaine, Memphis, 
TN 38134, Telephone 901/372-7012. 

PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR TRAINING PROGRAM. 
WORLD'S LARGEST, AUDIO-VIDEO TRAINING. DETEC
TfVE BADGE KIT WITH COURSE. COMPLETE INFOR
MATION $1.00 (REFUNDABLE) GLOBAL INVESTIGA
TION, BOX 191, HANOVER, MA 02339. 

KNIVES & SWORDS 

UNIQUE CUTLERY OUR SPECIALTY We carry all 
brands and types of cutlery, firearms and necessories. CUT
LERY KING tm, P.O. Box 464419, Lawrenceville, GA 30246. 
1-800-634-6205/Local 925-9086. 

SWITCHBLADES: Boker, Hubertus, Klaas all made in Ger
many NO kits. Send $3.00 for catalog. Overby, 333 South 
State Street, Suite V-183, Lake Oswego, OR 97034. 

RANDALLS, Blackie Collins, Buck Customs, Al Mar, Gerber, 
Buck, Pacific, Victorinox, Case, Pwna, Kershaw, Western, 
Kabar, Explorer, Aitor, Benchmark, Lakota, Cold Steel,! A.G. 
Russell, Browning, Frost, Parker, Taylor, Leatherman, Rem· 
ington, Spyderco, Wyoming, Eye Brand, DMT, Lansky, Cata
log $2.00: CAROLINA CUTLERY, P.O. Box 12819, WIN
STON-SALEM, N.C. 27117. 

SWISS ARMY TYPE KNIFE, 3-1/4'' all stainless steel, 12 
tools in one. perfect gifl.. $12.00 Postpaid. Gemini Enterprises, 
7260 NW 20th Street . Sunrise, FL 33313. 

SAFARI POCKET HUNTING KNIFE, dark rosewood 
handle and solid brass bolsters, stai nless steel blade, over 7" 
long and eomes with belt pouch. $11.00 Postpaid: Gemini En
terprises, 7260 NW 20th Street, Sunrise, FL 33313. 

BLADE TRADER outdoor kershaw cutlery set, features, 5" 
fillet blade, 3-'12" hunting blade, 5" crosscut saw blade, 5" red
wood handle and scabbard. $28.00 Postpaid: Gemini Enter
prises, 7260 NW 20th Street, Sunrise, FL 33313. 

FLOATING FISHERMEN'S KNIFE, features 6-W' stain
less steel Kershaw blade, contoured grip, and water proof 
sheath. A must for all fishermen. $24.00 Postpaid: Gemini En
terprises, 7260 NW 20th Street, Sunrise, FL 33313. 

LEATHERCRAFT 

ALESSI HOLSTERS in stock DETONICS and DESERT 
EAGLE pistols and accessories. FORT KNOX safes. 
GOLDEN ROD Electric Dehumidifiers. INTERSTELLAR, 
POB 728, Lynn Haven, Florida 32444; 904/265-4480. 

MILITARIA 

MILITARY, MEDALS, WWII, KOREA, VIETNAM, Official 
Decorations and Service M_edals, Miniature Medals, Ribbon 
Bars, Badges, Display Cases. All Guaranteed!"Claim Ameri
can Medals Free", Manual. Color Catalog $1.00. 
Write''Medals", 8893AH Pendleton Pike, Indianapolis, Indi
ana 46226. 

MILITARY SURPLUS 

MILITARY SURPLUS-Survival equipment, military cloth
ing, equipment , manuals, decorations. Self-addressed 
stamped ($0.39) envelope for catalog. J .R. Sales, Box 4253H, 
Lancaster, CA 93539-4253. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

KNUCKS- Genuine brass paperweights, not cheap alumi
num, same day delivery $7.95 prepaid: Matthews Police Sup
ply, P.O. Box 1754, Matthews, NC 28105. 

CHEWING-SMOKING Tobacco!! Do you Chew-Smoke? Free 
samples - Twist, Snuff, Pipe and Pouches- Prices. Guaranteed 
satisfaction: FREDCO'S, Dresden, Tennessee 388225. 

SHORT-RUN CUSTOM BELT BUCKLES WITH YOUR 
LOGO MY SPECIALTY SOLID SANDCAST SILICON 
BRONZE ALL HAND FINISHED. BUCKLES BY MIKE, 
1225 MANZANITA, DEPT. AH, LOS ANGELES, CA 90029. 

NINJA CATALOG Nightsuits, handclaws, footspikes, cal
throps, blowpens, shuriken and reference materials for the 
Shadow Warrior. Send $1.00 to: Ninja Supply Systems, Box 
28222/AH, Atlanta, GA 30358. 
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FREE 32-PAGE PRIVACY CATALOG. Low-profile tech
niques. Cash income opJX>rtunities. Secret loans. Asset protec
tion. New identity. EDEN PRESS, Box 8410-HG. Fountain 
Valley, CA 92728. 

AIRGUN NEWS AND REPORT--THE ALL-AROUND AIR
GUN MAGAZINE PUBLISHED QUARTERLY , $15 
YEARLY, SAMPLE COPY $5 P&H INCLUDED. BOX 71 1 A. 
COMANCHE , TEXAS 76442--(915)356-5065, VISA OR 
MASTERCARD ACCEPTED. 

YOU CAN FIND ANYONE! secretly obtain unlisted phone 
numbers, confidential postal and DMV records, birt.h/death, 
credit and confidential court records. Author reveals every 
source, method and trick known. Locate old friends. lost lov
ers, debtors and enemies. For profit, fun or adventure, Satis· 
faction Guaranteed. For your copy of YOU CAN FIND ANY
ONE! Send $11.95 plus $1.50 postage. TARGET BOOKS, 407-
AH W. Santa Clara, Santa Ana, CA 92706. 

CHERRYBOMBS, Firework Chemicals, Cannon Fuse, M-
60s, M-70s, Books to make M80s, Silencers, Fireworks, etc. 
Catalogue $5., refunded with !st order; Not intended for sale 
where prohibited by law; Capitol Fireworks, 1805 W.Monroe, 
Springfield, IL 62704. 

Personal Security devices guaranteed to disable any attacker. 
Complete information. One dollar. Security, POB 924, Vicks
burg, MS 39180, Dept. Guns. 

BULLET PROOF VEST- Class II-A Keviar sofl. body armor. 
Will defeat the .45 ACP, .357 mag. 9mm, 00 Buck and knife 
attack. Tested at the Aberdeen Proving Grounds by the U.S. 
Government Edgewood Arsenal. Front and back protector 
$175.00. Side panels: $35.00 per set. Sized S, M, L, XL: MPS 
Co., 1441 West John St., Matthews, MC 28105. (704)847-8793. 
Established 1970. 

CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2. for illustrated catalog. B-PEC, 
Dept. H86, P.O. Box 444, Los Alamitos, Calif. 90720. 

SWISS WATCH REPLICAS! #1 USA Wholesaler! Exact 
Details, 18kt Goldplated ' Warranty! PROMOTIONAL LA
BORDAY SPECIAL! Limited time Offer! ORDER! CALL! 
(404)963-3USA. 

Save $, make your owns sinkers, bullets, lead models. Large 
capacity electric melting pot you can build from scrap mate
rials available eve rywhere. Com plete information $5.00 
SASE to: Nifl.y Plans, P.O. Box 5357, Fort Worth, TX 76108. 

You've tried the rest, now try the BEST! Authentic Tex/Mex 
chili from south of the Pecos. This is the recipe you've been 
looking for. $3.00 SASE: Cowtown Recipes, P.O. Box 5357, Ft. 
Worth, TX 76108. 

Government Jobs $15,400-$72,500 Now Hiring, Excellent 
Benefits. Call 504-649-7922 ExtJ-5025. 

REVOLUTIONARY - CIVIL WAR: SHIRTS, BREECHES, 
LEGGINGS, LOIN CLOTHS, NECKLACES, TOMA
HAWKS. INTERGALACTIC, 1253 N. CALIFORNIA, CHJ
CAGO, ILLINOIS 60622. 

Springfield Armory representatives will attend most major 
shooting competition during the 1988 season, including Bian
chi Cup, Camp Perry National Matches, The Masters, USPSA 
Nationals, and more. Sales and service will be available on 
Springfield 1911-Als, Ml As, SAR-48s, Omegas, and accesso
ries. Call (309)944-5631 for details. 

Gov't 45 Video. Fieldstrip/disassy/meassy. VHS $21.14 post
paid. Also PPKs-$21.24. TJE Video Productions, Box 50141 , 
Reno, Nevada 89513. 

POLICE EQUIPMENT 

INVESTIGATORS, SECURITY OFFICERS, FREELAN
CERS, INTERESTED CITIZENS: Commissioned Rank , 
Badge, Identification. USPSDA Security-Detective Associa
tion. Box 6303-AH, Corpus Christi, Texas 78411. 

SECOND CHANCE & POINT BLANK police products at 
SPECIAL PRICES! Law Enforcement Officers ONLY, Call 
1-800-351-1477 Ext. 714. Required Information: Your Name/ 
Rank & Your Departments Name/Address. (Visa/Mastercard 
Accepted). N.P.O.S., Box 55 (AHMJ, Rapid City, SD 57709-
0055, (We bid Departmental Purchases). 

LAW ENFORCEMENT badge and patch eollectors send $1. 
for list or $6 for 12 monthly lists. Baird, Dept. H87, P.O. Box 
444, Los Alamitos, Calif. 90720. 

REAL ESTATE 

MONTANA LAND. 20 + Acres of Northwest's Best Hunting,! 
Fishing, Recreation, Forest, Lake Country. Many Border Na
tional Forest. Good Roads. 'rimber and Mineral Rights, War
ranty Deed, l.nsured Title, Easy Owner Terms. Free Bro
chures and Photos. NORTHWEST LAND EXCHANGE, P.O. 
Box 1088 Dept. AH, Coeur d'Alene, Idaho 83814. (208)664-
3870. 

SURVIVAL 

SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (candles, Bombs, Pots, 
Gernades)- Send $2.00 (refundable with order) for catalogue 
of these and much more! Signus, Box 33712-E6, Phoenix, AZ 
85067. 

WANTED TO PURCHASE 

Ideas, Inventions, technology wanted by one of America's 
leading invention submission firms to be presentee to indus
try. Call 1-800-288-IDEA. !SC-Hang, 903 Liberty, Pittsburgh, 
PA 15222. 
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INDUSTRY INSIDER 
CAMERON HOPKINS 

SYNTHETIC HANDGUN CONSTRUCTION IS 
NOT A TERRORIST PLOT, ASK HAMMERLI 

An innovative new pi s tol from 
rtllammerli features "carbon fiber" 
construction, a synthetic composite mate
rial "in a similar form to that currently used 
in the aerospace industries," according to a 
news release from Hammerli. The Model 
280 is a modular pistol for bullseye shoot
ing that is convertible from .22 LR to .32 
S& W Various features enhance its appeal 
to target shooters such as low weight, 
ergonomically arranged operation ele
ments, stable recoil characteristics and its 
easily installed conversion unit. The Swiss 
target pistol is supposed to boast "an attrac
tive price level" thanks to the money-sav
ing manufacturing process using carbon 
fibers . Look for a complete test report on 
the new Hammerli 280 in an upcoming 
issue of American Handgunner. 

Beyond the merits of this innovative new 
Swiss tack-driver, I see another significant 
advantage to the Model 280. The anti-gun
ners have been moaning and wailing about 
the Glock 17 as a "terrorist pistol" because 
of its synthetic, non-steel frame. Don't 
bother Teddy (Kennedy) , Pete (Shields) 
and Howard (Metzenbaum) with the 
facts-the Glock is no more immune to 
airport security devices than a wooden 
handled Buck knife. Yes, the gun grabbers 
found an easy target for their half-truths 
and distortions in the Glock. 

But the new Hammerli is a target pistol, 
it looks like a target pistol, and yet it is 
made of that nasty old terrorist stuff. Hold 
up a Glock and it looks like, well, it looks 
like a pistol. One could imagine it in a 
military holster, or one could easily picture 
it as a police sidearm - yes, it looks like a 
serious gun. Not so the Hamrnerli , it looks 
like a Star Wars raygun. This should dem
onstrate that the new technology of syn
thetic construction is not a plot by 
Ghaddafy, the Ayatollah and Mickey 
Gorbachev. It is a legitimate engineering 
development that applies equally to 
Olympic target pistols, the Austrian army 
issue-pistol and . . . who knows what 

developments lie down the road? 
Now that the military has adopted the 

Beretta 92 9mm pistol, what about all 
those GI .45s out there? Any chance of 
them eventually making it into civilian 
hands, like the Garand rifle? Nope, not 
according to Col. M.S. Gilchrist of the 
Department of Civilian Marksmanship. 
Col. Gilchrist writes, '/\gain, the issue of 
the disposition of the M1911 .45 caliber 
pistol has raised its head. No disposition is 
planned. As the Ml9lls are returned, they 
will be used to satisfy military and law 
enforcement requirements. Any that are 
left over will be stored for contingency use. 
We do not foresee any plans for selling the 
.45 caliber pistol to the civilian 
population." 

The feud between IHMSA and Free
dom Arms seems to have reached the point 
of penultimate pettyness. In the April 1988 
issue of IHMSA's official tabloid , The Sil
houette, a photo appears of a line-up of 
cartridges all of which are properly identi
fied except one. The outcast is a .454 
Casull cartridge which was labeled, in 
quotation marks, as the " world's most 
powerful something." The IHMSA organi
zation's ostracism of the Freedom Arms 
.454 Casull is childish and silly but it has 
reached a new level of immaturity by refus
ing to recognize the existence of the 
cartridge. 

A price war may be starting over lOmm 
Auto ammunition. Originally lOmm 
ammo was only available from Norma. 
Now Hornady and PMC have ammo on 
dealers' shelves. At the local gun shop 
where I trade, Accuracy Gun Shop in San 
Diego, a 20 round box of Norma costs 
$16.95 ; a 20 round box of Hornady costs 
$14.95 . A 50 round box of PMC fetches 
$19.95. That's just about half the price of 
the Hornady and well under half the price 
of the Norma ammo. Long live free 
enterprise! 

The flood of Broomhandle pistols con
tinues to saturate the surplus gun market 
with prices averaging around $230 a copy. 
I noticed an ad the other day for Broomhan
dles at $99. 95 each with "barrels very poor 
inside. Mainly for collectors. Overall con
dition fair only." Century International 
(P.O. Box 714-C, Dept. AH, St. Albans, 
VT 05478) is the importer. IfI were look
ing to recondition a Broomhandle to a good 
shooter- rebarrel , retune , .restore- I 
would certainly consider one of these at 
what appears to be a good price. This 
issue's Pistolsmithing column discusses a 
gunsmith who specializes in rebarreling 

Broomhandles. 
The trend across the country in police 

departments is to switch from revolvers to 
autos. Police cite the increasing firepower 
of drug dealers, armed robbers and other 
criminal elements as the justification for 
changing from six-shot revolvers to 16-
shot 9mm autos. How do the rank and file 
respond to their new option of packing a 
high-capacity 9mm? According to Com
mander Keith Enerson of the San Diego 
Police Dept. (1 ,200 patrol officers) a recent 
class graduating from the police academy 
favored the 9mm by almost four to one. 
Out of 46 graduates, 35 picked the 9mm; 
eleven went for the wheelgun. 

It is not the place of American Hand
gunner to become embroiled in the elec
tion. We are a gun magazine, not a political 
forum. However, when candidates for 
president display their pro- or anti-gun cre
dentials, we feel it is fair to note those 
positions so you can better cast your vote 
as a fully informed citizen of this great 
republic. Now to the facts. 

Fact: George Bush was invited (he 
accepted) to address an NRA convention . 
He is considered pro-gun. 

Fact: Mike Dukakis said, in the office of 
the State House, June 1986, while gover
nor of Massachusetts, "I don't believe in 
people owning guns, only the police and 
military, and I'm going to do everything I 
can to disarm this state." 

Fact: Mike Dukak:is signed a bill as gov
ernor of Massachusetts that proclaimed 
October 8-14, 1984, Massachusetts Hand
gun Control Week. 

Federal Cartridge's 9mm Federal , 
which is a rimmed 9mm case for use in 
revolvers, still remains unavailable. It 
appears Federal engineers sort of goofed 
and the mistake did not come to light until 
after a production run of ammunition. The 
word I get is that Pete Dickey at the Ameri
can Rifleman examined a sample of the 
9mm Federal and idly wondered , "Gee, I 
wonder if this will chamber in an old Smith 
and Wesson . 38 S& W top-break revolver?" 
Oops, it did! The new 9mm Federal is too 
powerful to be fired safely in the wobbly 
old top-break Smith, so Federal had to 
scrap the entire run of ammo and head back 
to the drawing board. The 9mm Federal 
had been intended for Ruger's GP-100 
revolver and the round was designed for 
law enforcement use. 

Switch hitters take notice-no more 
Falcon Portsiders for left-handed 
shooters. Falcon Firearms is no longer 
in production and the inheritor of the 
old Randall tooling and inventory has 
shut its doors. For those of you who 
happened to acquire one of the Falcon 
Portsiders, keep it! Dennis Lau , former 
CEO of Falcon, says there were less than 
300 Portsiders made which should make 
this southpaw's .45 a collector's 111111!19-
item instantly. ~ 
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9AP 
124gr. FMJ 
SPORT 
NINE 

AE9DP 
115gr. FMJ 

REDUCED COST 
NINE 

9BP 
115gr. Hi-Shok® JHP 

EXPANDING 
NINE 

XM9BP1 (+P)* 
115gr. JHP 

LAW ENFORCEMENT 
NINE 

9CP 
95gr. JSP 

ULTRA-FAST 
NINE 

. ./ 

P9HS1 
124gr. Hydra-Shok HP 
HYDRA-SHOK™ 

NINE 

Federal offers the widest selection of 9mm 
Luger loads in the world. We give you more 
and better choices in 9mm bullet designs 
and weights. That allows you to better 
•Available for law enforcement and government sales only. 

© 1988 FC.C. 

9MP 
124gr. FMJ SWC 

MATCH 
NINE 

XM9HS1 (+P)* 
124gr. Hydra-Shok HP 

HIGH VELOCITY 
NINE 

N9BP 
124gr. Nyclad HP 
ALL AROUND 

NINE 

XM9HS2 ( + P)* 
147gr. Hydra-Shok HP 

HEAVIEST 
NINE 

19022 Normat 
116gr. FMJ 
NORMA 

NINE 

9mm NATO* 
124gr. FMJ 

MILITARY 
NINE 

match the performance characteristics you 
desire. So if you shoot 9mm ammo, 
compare our loads and look no further. 
Federal has you covered. 
t Distributed by Federal in the U.S. 

FEDERAL 
THE DRIVING FORCE IN AMMUNIT1DN 

Federal Cartridge Company 
Anoka, MN 55303 

.:..=== MADE IN THE US.A. 



Unbeatable Combination 
A Smith for shooting- another for looking good! 

You expect a lot from the Smith & Wesson double action semiautomatics -
durability, style, performance. And you get it. 

Well , if you purchase that S&W DA semiauto* between July 1 and 
October 31 , 1988, you 'll get something else - an exclusively 
designed Smith & Wesson water-repellent jacket. Like our guns, it 
has good looks, rugged construction, and comfortable fit. 

It's an unbeatable combination - but only for a limited time. 
Check out both at your Smith & Wesson dealer. 

'Jacket offer applies on double action S&W models 439/ 639, 459/ 659, 469/ 669, 645. 
~ Smith&Wesson 
~ SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS 01.102 
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