


He's Got Everything He Wants 
I hate to keep handing you the same old line, but it's 

true and I hear it every year about this time. It goes like 
this, "I just don't know what to buy, (fill in your name), for 
Christmas." "He's so hard to buy for." Your wife and/or 
sweetheart says it, I'll guarantee it. Then she says, "he has 
everything he wants". Now you know damn well that's not 
true, but she says it. The end result is that we've gained a 
reputation for being hard to shop for and most of it is our 
fault, because we never tell them what we want. Maybe it's 
because we think they won't understand and if we explain 
it to them it takes some of the fun out of it. I don't know, 
but I know this much, if we don't tell them, we'll wind up 
with some new socks and some damn silly neck tie we'll 
never wear. Well this year dare to be different, tell her 
what you want. Just leave this ad somewhere where she'll 
find it. Try the refrigerator, be inventive, maybe her linge
rie drawer or the front seat of her car. Don't be bashful, 
just check the boxes in this ad, and don't worry, our guys 
will help her with the ordering to make sure you get the 
right caliber. Try it, all you've got to lose is another pair of 
socks! 

THE RL550B 
The Worlds Most Versatile 

Progressive Reloader 

0 The RL550B is available in and will reload over 120 dif
ferent rifle and pistol calibers, a task made easy by our 
unique removable tool he(1.d. This tool head holds all of 
your dies in perfect alignment allowing you to change cali
bers without time consuming, critical die adjustment ne
cessary in our competitors' presses. 

UNIQUE FEATURES 
The NEW RL5508 has several unique features built into 

its automatic priming system. A primer early warning de
vice tells you when you're down to three primers by emit
ting a loud piercing buzz. 

The 5508 has a new automatic powder measure sys
tem, accurate to 1/10 of a grain, with a simple mechanical 
connection between the powder measure and the 550B's 
loading platform that assures you of positive powder bar 
return. 

The new RL5508 has a separate station for crimping, a 
Star indexing system that allows the operator to index 
when he's ready, ejecting the reloaded cartridge into a col
lection box. 

So you see if you want production capability of up to 
900 rounds per hour of match quality ammunition, a mon
ey back guarantee, a life time warranty and toll free expert 
advice on your reloading questions, there is only one 
choice, The Dillon RL550B. FACTORY DIRECT priced at 
$249.95 comes complete to load the caliber of your choice 
(less dies). 

MAGNUM FL2000 
0 Designed by reloaders who know the limits of the 

the largest by far, with a 12 112 quart vol
ume at full load. It does 1300 38/357 or 
550 30-06 cases per hour. Not only is our 
capacity greater, but our motors are larger 
in horsepower, internally cooled, thermally 
protected.turning on precision ball bear
ings. This is no "hobby" machine. The 
bowl and frame are high impact ABS mate
rial over 1/4 inch thick. FACTORY DI
RECT $135.00. 

0 GFP 90. cartridge case finish 
$4.50 per 8 ounces. 

0 Rapid lube. Dillons aerosol cartridge 
case lubricant. $4.50. 

PRECISION 
RELOADING 
ACCESSORIES 

0 Primer Flip Tray, high quality metal, a 
must for filling primer tubes. $10.50 each. 

RT1200B ELECTRIC 
CASE TRIMMER 

The Dillon RT12008 takes the work out 
of case trimming by allowing the simultane
ous sizing and trimming of rifle cases. 

Extremely versatile, the RT12008 can 
be used on any standard reloading press. 
The RT12008 is available in the following 
calibers: 308, 30.06, 223, 243, 22-250,30-
30, 270 Win. 

The Dillon RT1200B Electric Case Trimmer with a Steel 
Size/trim die is $125.00. 

THE DILLON ELIMINATOR 
0 This precision scale eliminates the guess work by a 
simple three poise balance beam. Easy to use for the No-
vice, precision accuracy for the professional. 
FACTORY DIRECT $39.95. 

PROGRESSIVE RELOADING 
DIE SETS 

0 Dillon Progressive Dies are designed for the high vol
ume shooter. Carbide pistol dies available in 38/357, 
45ACP, 9MM, 44Mag, 45l.Col~ 41MAG, 380 and 38 Sup
er. Rifle dies with carbide neck sizer available in 223, 308 
and 30.06. FACTORY DIRECT $39.95 

PRECISION RIFLE 
CASE GAGES 

competition's machines. The new Dillon FL2000 Vibratory 0 Quickly determines the correct case dimensions for the 
Cartridge Case Cleaner outshines the competition. It is following rifle cases; 223, 308 and 30.06. $14.95 each. 

FACTORY DIRECT 
Only Dillon Precision sells direct to the reloader, no mid

dleman profits. Only Dillon has a 30 day money back 
guarantee. Only Dillon has this simple warranty: no fine 
print, no time limit, commercial reloader or hobbyist, 500 
rounds or 500,000 or more. If it breaks, we'll fix it free! 
(All electric motors are covered for 12 months.) 

ORDER NOW 
All Dillon products are sold factory direct and 

backed by a simple sales policy. Try our prod
ucts for 30 days; if you are not completely satis
fied, simply return for a full refund. Ordering 
from Dillon Precision is simple. Call us TOLL 
FREE. A member of our staff will be glad to take 
your order. Please have your Visa or Master 
Card ready when you call. If you prefer, we'll 
ship C.O.D. cash with no extra C.O.D. charge. 
All presses are shipped freight paid within the 
continental U. S. (except APO's). All other or
ders are subject to a shipping/handling fee. 
CALL Toll Free 1-800-421-7632. In Arizona 602-
948-8009. 

NEW! Write for a free catalog 

• • rec1s1on 
Products, Inc. 

7442 E. Butherus Drive 
Scottsdale, /12. 85260 
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round the dock, seven days a week, Police 
Officers across our country put their lives on 

the line protecting our families and lowd 
ones. Yet, each time they go on patrol, they never 
know if they'll ever see their families again. Often 
unheralded, they live by their motto: "Tu Protect and 
Serve." 

And ever since the "Roaring '20s,'' Police and 
Sheriffs Departments haw relied on Thompsons to 
help them in the battle against crime. Even today, 
many Thompsons are on active duty in law enforce
ment agencies, while others haw been proudly re
tired to museums where you11 see a photograph of 
a famous lawman, his badge and his Thompson 
displayed alongside. 

Now, to draw attention to the deeds of valor of 
America's Police Officers, The American Historical 
Foundation is proud to announce The Police Model 
Law Enforcement Commemorative Thompson. 

A Collector First 
This is the first commemorative Thompson is

sued in honor oi America's Police Officers-and the 
first commemorative longarm of llllY type to honor 
Law Enforcement. As such, this is in the "first ever" 
class of distinction, which has seen many, well
documented price increases. From a collector view
point, this Thompson will be highly prized. 

Famous Vertical Forestock 
Also of great importance to collectors, this is the 

first commemorative Thompson ever issued with the 
classic pistol-grip vertical forestock, made famous in 
the '20s on both sides of the law. 

Your finger curls around the 24-Karat Gold 
plated trigger as you grasp the deluxe-finished solid 
American Walnut stocks and shoulder this 12 
pounds of Steel, Gold and Walnut. 

You cradle under your right elbow the heavy, 
precision-milled steel receiver, which is highly pol
ished, emphasizing the roll-engraved and gold-gilt 
infilled commemorative inscriptions, the U.S. Sag 
and the famous Thompson "bullet" trademark. 

You sight across the 24-Karat Gold plated rear 
sight base and the 24-Karat Gold plated knurled 
actuator knob, across the 35 deep-cooling fins and 
along the highly polished blued barrel to the 24-

Karat Gold plated front sight and hefty Cutts com
pensator. Even the sling swivels and mounts are 24-
Karat Gold plated. A deluxe, black leather, adjusta
ble sling is provided. 

The shoulder stock is fitted with fired-enamel 
cloisonne medallions bearing the Police Officer 
"shield" and the Scales of Justice. The rear grip is 
also inset with a cloisonne medallion bearing the 
Police motto with patriotic device. 

Limited Edition of Only 1500 
Only 1500 Police Commemoratives will be cus

tom built in this strictly limited edition by the offi
cial maker, Thompson/Auto-Ordnance Corporation. 
Each Is specially serially numbered between 0001 
and 1500, with the prefix "P'' for Police. lb enhance 
the display of your Thompson, you will also receive, 
free, a companion deluxe-finished night stick, seri
ally numbered to match. This number is also in
scribed on the Certificate of Authenticity, which 
attests to the purity of the 24-Karat Gold plating and 
the strid edition limit. 

This is a Firing Thompson 
But this is not just a showpiece. It is a firing 

Thompson. Because it fires in the semi-automatic 
mode, you do not need a special license; anyone 
who can own a standard hunting rifte can own it. 
Hence, it could even be called upon to defend your 
home and family-with the same famous .45 /i£P 
ammo well known to lawmen, Gls, and American 
shooters. 

In addition to the Police Model, a Sheriff/Dep
uty Model Commemorative Thompson is also avail
able to honor those who serve as Sheriffs and Dep
uties. Each Sheriff/Deputy Model Thompson is 
numbered 0001 to 1500 with the prefix "S" for Sher
iff. Collectors who re
serve a Police Model and 
a Sheriff/Deputy Model 
will receive matching 
serial numbers. If both 
Walnut Display Cases 
are reserved, you will 
also receive, free, a Mas
ter Mount into which 
the cases fit. 

Satisfaction 
Guaranteed 

This is available ex
clusively from The 

A 2Y~ • ftntr-piece, 24-KIUllt 
Gold pl11ted medallion 
fonns the focal point of the 
shoulder stock. 
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The del11%e·finished ~lnut Display Case (4S' x U' 
x ~) is lined with Police Blue or Sheriff Bruwn velvet 
and is easily wall mounted. The acrylic glass lid and 
solid brass loclcs protect your investment from dust 
and unauthorized handling. 

American Historical Foundation. lb reserve, write, 
call toll free or visit. When you reserve, you will be 
made a Member. Satisfadion is guaranteed, or re
turn within 30 days for a full refund. 

lfJou do not haw a Federal Firearms License, 
we wi coordinate delivery with you through your 
local firearms dealer after your reservation is re
ceiwd. If you haw a FFL, send a signed copy and 
your Thompson will be delivered directly to you. 

This Law Enforcement Commemorative Thomp
son will hold a place of honor in your collection as a 
visible symbol to you, your family and friends of 
your respect for those who haw dedicated their lives 
to the preservation of our American society through 
Law Enforcement. 

RESERVATION 
Satisfaction Guoranteed or Return in 30 days for Full Refund 

To: The American Historical Foundation 
1142 West Groce Street, Dept. GlOO 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 
Telephone: (804) 353-1812 
lOLL FREE 24 hours: (800) 368-8080 

I wish to reserve the Law Enforcement Commemorative 
Thompson(s), issued in a fi ring, limited edition of only 1500 
each, world wide, with Certificate of Authenticity and mem
bership in the Foundation. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
_ fblice Model Law Enforcement Thompson 
_ Sheriffs Model Law Enforcement Thompson 
_ A set of fblice and Sheri ffs Law Enforcement 

Thompsons, with matched serial numbers. 
O My deposit (or cred it card authorization) of $95 per 

Thompson is enclosed. 
Please D charge or D invoice the balance due per gun . 

D in 6 equal monthly payments of $250, or 0 in full . 
D My payment in full is enclosed ($1595 per Thompson; 

display case, add $225 for each Thompson reserved). 
O Please send the optional Walnut Display Case, at $225 

for each Thompson reserved. 

Name . .. . 

Add ress . .. . ... . •... . •• .. . 

Daytime Telephone ( .. . ....... ) ........... . ..... . ..... . 
For Visa, MasterCard or American Express, please send account 
number, expiration date and signature. Virginia residents add tax. 
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The Governrnent of the British Virgin Islands announces 

TheTREASURE COINS 
of the Caribbean 

IN SOLID STERLING SILVER 

A collection of 25 silver Proof coins , portraying the most important 
sunken treasures of the Caribbean-recovered and unrecovered. 

Available by subscription only. 
Face value: $20 U.S. I Price for 
Collector's Proofs: $29 U.S. 
Price guamnteed for subscriptions 
entered by February 28, 1989. 

THE CARIBBEAN ... crossroads of 
empire and wealth. Where galleons, 
men-of~war and marauding privateers 
challenged the elements-and one an
other - in their quest for treasure. And 
where , today, adventurers explore for 
those ships that went dow11 long ago -
laden with riches beyond measure . 

Now, for the ve1y first time , you can 
acquire a collection of official coinage 
that embodies this seafaring heritage of 
the Caribbean. A collection of monetary 
coins unlike any other ever issued. 
Consisting of 25 ste rling silver coins 
that recapture , in superb sculptured 
detml , the legendary treasures of the 
Spanish Main . 

As legal tender of the British Virgin 
Islands , the coins will bear a face value 
of $20, equal to $20 in U.S. currency. 
The coins are large -the size of cov
eted pieces of eight. And Proofs will be 
struck only in solid sterling silver. The 
use of this precious metal is becoming a 
rarity in world coinage-especially in 
coins of thjs size and weight. 

Portrayed on the coins will be the 
most significant treasures of the fabu
lous ships of fortune lost in the Carib
bean. Each has been selected through a 
major initiative involving marine ar
chaeologists , treasure-divers , and such 
noted repositories of maritime records 
as the British Museum, Lloyds of Lon
don , and the Archivo General de las ln
dias - the leading authority on Spanish 
colonial shipping. 

There will be coins showing the great 
riches of empire ... bejeweled rings , ex
quisi te works of silver and gold, royal 
revenue and private wealth that never 
reached its destination . Other coins will 
depict significant archaeological finds 
- offering a view of life during the age 
of exploration. And perhaps most in
triguing of all will be the silver coins 
portraying those treasures still undiscov
ered - but whose existence is known 

through drawings , ships' manifests , 
• •• , and madtime disaster reports. 

7imrure • • • Taken together, these 25 match-

ing denomination coins will constitute 
the most comprehensive series ever is
sued on a unined theme. A collection 
unequaled in scope by the coinage of 
any nation in our time. 

The collection is available by sub
scription only. The Government of the 
British Virgin Islands has authorized its 
official minter, The Franklin Mint , to 
accept and fulfill valid applications . 
Subscriptions entered by February 28 , 
1989, will be accepted at the guaranteed 
price of $29 for each sterling silver 
Proof. To make this guarantee possible, 
the minter \viii contract for sufficient sil
ver, at current prices, to cover the en
tire series of coins for each subscriber. 

Each Proof coin will be accompanied 
by a reference folder and location map, 
relating the intriguing story of the treas
ure portrayed. A special presentation 
case for the collection will be provided 
at no extra cost . 

By entering your subscription now, 
you and your fami ly can share a unique 
adventure in collecting-as you build a 
valuable treasure of solid silver coins. To 
acquire your coll ection at the guaran
teed price, re turn the accompanying 
application by February 28, 1989. 

The TREAS URE C 0 I NS of the Caribbean 
The Franklin Mint 
Franklin Center, Pennsylvania 19091 
Please ente r mv subsc1iption for one Proof Set of "The Treasure 
Coins of the Caribbean " consisting of 25 coins of the British 
Virgin Islands with the face value of $20. each , to be minted in 
solid sterling silver and sent to me at the rate of one per month . 

I need send no money now. I will be billed $29.* for each silver 
Proof, beginning when mv first coin is ready to be sent. This 
price is g_uaranteed to me for the entire series. My presentation 
case will be sent to me at no additional charge. 

*Plus my state sales tax and $1.for shippin g and handling 

Please mail by February 28, 1989. 

Signature 

Mr./Mrs./Miss 
PLEASE PRIN T C LEARLY 

Address 

City, State, Zip 
85599- 283 
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TRAIN WITH THE BEST 
The $64.00 question 

What do shooters like Rob Letham, Jerry 
Barnhart, John Pride, Charles Grabbatin, 
Brian Enos and Chip McCormick have in 
common, besides winning a pistol match or 
two? They all train with PACT Championship 
Timers. Now let's face it, these guys can 
have any timer they want. So maybe there's 
a reason why they choose PACT, over all 
others, for their vital practice sessions. 

Why do I need a timer? 
Whether you are training for competition 

or self defense; if you are going to improve 
you've got to keep track of the two elements 
of marksmanship that you are striving to 
master: accuracy and speed. Would you 
consider practicing without a target? Of 
course not, because without a target you 
have no measure of your accuracy. By the 
same token, without a timer, you have no 
accurate measurement of your speed and no 
way to tell if a given technique is helping or 
hindering your progress. 

Of course shooting timers, like guns, are 
not created equal. A well designed shooting 
timer is an invaluable training aid which will 
dramatically improve your practice sessions. 
A poorly designed timer, with functions that 
are inconvenient or difficult to use, becomes 
nothing more than an expensive buzz box 
that distracts you from your shooting each 
time you use it. 
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The PACT MKlll featues an advanced 32 
character display instead of the four digit 
display commonly found on other timers and 
cheap alarm clocks (sorry guys, but facts are 
facts). This display allows the MKlll to display 
all of the information about a given shot (shot 
number, split time, total time) at a glance and 
eliminates the hassle of having to "toggle" 
back and forth between functions in order to 
review your shot string . 

Full function keypad 
Our 32 character display and 16 key 

keypad make the MKlll about as easy to use 
as your pocket calculator. For example to 

enter a "PAR TIME" of four seconds, simply 
push "PAR." the MKlll will ask you to 
"ENTER PAR TIME AND PRESS SET" so 
you push "4," "SET." Want to change it to 
six seconds? Push "PAR," "6," "SET," it's 
that simple! 

A few of our features 
• A buzzer that's loud enough to hear 

with your earphones on 
• Sensitivity of shot detector is adjustable 
• Instant GO or adjustable fixed or 

random delay 
• 999.99 second time limit 
• Automatic Comstock function 
• Lap function 

Order Today 

TOLL FREE ... 800 PACT INC 
(in Texas 214-641-0049) 

By Phone: We are happy to answer 
your questions and take your order. We 
accept Visa, MC and COD orders.• 

PACT MKlll . .... . . .. . . . .. ... $279 
CHRONO-MOD with Skyscreens 
(optional) . ................... $49 
Skyscreen Bracket 
(optional but nice) . .. ....... . .. $24 
Battery Powered Printer. ... . .. $125 
Extra Printer Paper (6 rools) . . . . $12 
Extra Skyscreens. $15 each $25 pair 
Skyscreen Housings$2.50 each 4 for $9 

*Shipping & Insurance $4.50 UPS 
ground/$10 UPS 2nd day air. Extra 
shipping for bracket (separate package) 
$3 ground/$6 2nd day air. Bank service 
charge for VISNMC. COD fee $2. Write 
or call for foreign rates. Texas residents 
add appropriate sales tax. 

Brochure Available covering the PACT 
product line of shooting timers and 
chronographs, $1.00. 

P. 0. Box 531525 
Grand Prairie, TX 75053 

• 9 Volt battery 
• Advanced training functions allow 

simulation of complex courses of fire 
• Two stop plate inputs. Man vs Man mode 

gives both shooters total times, who 
won and margin of victory. 

• Auxiliary output drives relay for horns, 
lights, moving targets, etc. 

• Drives optional battery powered printer 

$49.00 Chronograph 
"The finest Chronograph I have ever used" 

.. . Ross Seyfried 

By having the $49 CHRONO-MOD 
(skyscreens included) installed in your MKlll, 
you enable it to double as the best portable 
chronograph on the market. When operated 
as a chronograph, the MKlll performs all of 
the functions of the PACT Precision 
Chronograph and includes our new Glint 
Guard™ pat. pend. detection circuitry. In ad
dition the MKlll will automatically calculate 
the power factor of each round fired . 

30 Day Money Back Guarantee 
We designed the MKlll, we build it, and we 

sell it factory direct to you. We take full 
responsibility for your satisfaction. If you are 
not 100% satisfied with any PACT product, 
return it to us undamaged (no fair driving over 
it) within 30 days, and we will refund your 
money. That's our promise and you can 
depend on it. 

Lifetime Warranty 
The MKlll features a real simple repair 

policy. If it breaks due to a defective part or 
faulty workmanship we'll fix it free. If you 
break it (people really have driven over them, 
ask Mickey Fowler) we will fix it for cost. No 
hassles and no questions asked. 

Shop Around & Cail Us Last 
Before you buy a shooting timer take the 

time to do a little research. Call the different 
manufacturers and get their literature. 
Compare each timer feature for feature and 
watch out for bizarre operational limitations, 
like the inability to review shots v1hen using 
a PAR time or the requirement for two 
machines to run a Man vs Man event. You'll 
find that dollar for dollar and feature for 
feature the PACT MKlll gives you more 
honest "bang for the buck" than any other 
shooting timer on the market. 

PACT, MKlll, CHRONO-MOD and GLINT GUARD are trademarks of Practical Applied Computer Technology, Inc. 



Built for Strength 
All Ruger firearms start as a concept. Nowhere is this 
fundamental strength better illustrated than in the Ruger 
GPlOO cylinder and its revolutionary locking system. From 
the beginning the Ruger GPlOO crane and cylinder assem
bly was designed with all the size and strength needed to 
withstand the huge pressures of repeated firing of the mod
em .357 Magnum cartridge. 

Secure Crane Latch 
When the GPlOO cylinder is in the locked up, firing 
position, it is firmly latched into the frame with a powerful, 
spring-loaded bolt in the front, and a heavy-duty pilot bear
ing at the rear. This entirely new cylinder locking system 
was expressly invented by Ruger engineers to ensure 
proper cylinder and barrel lockup and alignment in a gun 
made for a long, accurate life shooting Magnum cartridges. 

Offset Ejection System 
ln the Ruger ejection system, the ejector rod serves only to 
activate the ejector. It is designed in an offset position 
allowing Ruger engineers to build a thicker, stronger frame 
at the forcing cone-the section which undergoes the 
severest pressure. 

The front of the cylinder 
is locked to the frame 

by a powerful, spring-loaded 
bolt located on the cylinder crane. 

Ruger's GPIOO firmly establishes a landmark in the 
development of the revolver. The GPlOO is a beautiful 
gun designed to command the powerful .357 Magnum 
cartridge, putting control reliably and comfortably 
into the hand of the modem police, competition, and 
sports shooter. 

L2'\ STURM, RUGER 
.. & Company, Ine. 

2 Lacey Place, Southport, Connecticut 06490 

Free instruction manuals for all Ruger firearms available upon request. 

GP100 is a U.S. registered trademark. 
Entire contents © 1988 by Sturm, Ruger & Company, Inc. 



SP/IAKOUT 

A Thousand Words 
You seem to receive numerous com

ments on the columns and articles written 
by various contributors. But I've seen little 
mention of the outstanding photographs by 
Ichiro Nagata . And in particular, his 
photos of the S&W Classic Hunter and Ed 
Brown's Maxi-Comp (Nov/Dec '88). His 
work is a "cut above," especially when 
compared with gun photos submitted by 
other photographers. 

I know yours is not a "photo mag,'' but I 
would like to know some specs: What cam
era? What lens? What film? I notice that 
Mr. Nagata's work is printed on heavy 
paper stock. Why? 

Speaking as a professional video cam
eraman, I appreciate how much credits 
mean-I think Mr. Nagata deserves more. 

William Kelsey 
Burlingame, Calif. 

Although I expected no response at all, 
Ayoob's reply proves the existence of a 
hitherto unknown species: The gun snob. 
Just because there are some of us who have 
to work for a living, that doesn't mean 
we've never been shooting, or that we don't 
understand what is or isn't possible with a 
firearm. As for technology, I'm fully aware 
of the disciplines and equipment required 

to win in competition. I'm also aware of 
how many rabbits you'll bag with a .44 
from the back of a bouncing truck. 

Ironically, as Ayoob boasted that this 
was no "lounge lizard" safari , but one of 
those kill to eat jobs, Cameron Hopkins 
published his version of the trip (Planning 
Your Handgun Safari, Sep/Oct '88) in the 
same issue. In his article he rhapsodizes 
poetically of awakening to a chorus of wild 
birds, lazily wiping the sleep from his eyes 
as a native girl gently rapped on his bed
room door to deliver a steaming mug of 
tea. 

He speaks further of roughing it in the 
outback for a nominal fee of several hun
dred dollars per day for which you receive 

Continued on page 12 

Mr. Nagata primarily works with a Siner 
4x5 view camera and a Fijinon 210mmf/45 
lens. His composition is outstanding, and 
the clarity of the photographs is obvious, 
but perhaps the most noteworthy aspect of 
his work is the use of light. Unlike most 
photographers, Mr. Nagata uses no flash or 
strobe for his studio work. Instead he 
employs tungsten fixed light sources for 
better control. 

Overwhelm your favorite driver. 
~ive reasons this season for Escort and Passport 

His 35mm is done with a Canon F-1 
and a Nikon F-3 using a 105mm Macro, a 
25mm wide angle and a 75-210mm zoom. 

Mr. Nagata prefers Kodak Ektachrome 
Professional film for both 4x5 and 35mm. 

We use #I and #2 grade "free" paper 
(free from all blemishes, specially white 
and bright) for the center color section and 
the cover. The magazine's imposition is 
specially engineered to allow us to use this 
top grade paper stock on both the cover 
and the inside center section. 

This paper is not "publication grade." 
Paper of this quality is normally used for 
corporate stockholders' reports. We esti
mate that use of this "free"paper costs us an 
additional $128,000 per year. 

We use it because you, the readers of 
American Handgunner, deserve the best. 
Which, of course, is the same reason why 
we are proud to feature the artistry of 
Ichiro Nagata. 

Bollershop Boys 
Are Back 

To say that me and the boys down at the 
boilershop were surprised to find my letter 
in your magazine (Sept/Oct '88) is the 
understatement of the year! But even more 
amazing was finding a response from his 
eminence, Massad Ayoob. 

Jo: 1 Giving the Very Best 
Car and Driver called us the "class 

act" in radar detection. 
Road & Track called us the "industry 

leader in radar technology:' 
For the driver on your list, 

Passport and Escort are 
sure to please. 

Jo: 2 The Exclusive Source 
We designed Passport and Escort, we 

make them in our factory in Cincinnati, and 
we sell directly to you. Not through stores. 

Our direct connection to you assures 
fast response on orders, on questions, and 
on repairs. Gift givers benefit even more. 
It' ll be obvious you cared enough to seek 
out the exclusive source. 

Jo: 3 Incredibly Easy Shopping 
just call toll -free 1-800-543-1608. 

You'll avoid traffic jams, parking hassles, 
pushy crowds, and long lines. 

• 

Orders before 5:00 PM eastern 
time Monday through Friday 

will be shipped the same day. 
And we pay for UPS delivery. 

J; 4 You Can Have It Tomorrow 
If you'd rather not wait, our special 

arrangement with Federal Express guarantees 
overnight delivery for only $10 extra.just 
cal1 anytime before 8:00 PM and your order 
will arrive the next day (except Sunday). 
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J; 5 Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Here's the best joy of all : Passport and 

Escort are guaranteed to please. If you're 
not satisfied for ill1Y reason within the first 
30 days, just return your purchase. 

We'll immediate ly refund i!l.) your 
money and i!l.! your shipping costs. There 
are no hidden charges. Passport and Escort 
are also covered by a full one-year limited 
warranty. Call now and see how easy gift 
giving can be. 

TOLL FREE ••• 1-800-543-1608 
( Mo ndav-Friday8am-llpm, Sat-Sun 9•30-6 ESf) 

PASSPOR'P 
RADAR·RECEIVER 

Pocket-Size Radar Protection 
$295 (Ohio residents add $16.23 tax ) 

ESCORT 
RADAR WARNING RECEIVER 

The Classic of Radar Warning 
$245 (Ohio residents add $13.48 tax) 

Cincinnati Microwave 
II> Department 639419 

One Microwave Plaza 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45249 Q 1988CMI 
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Imagine. The proven Pro Timer III shot timer and 
ProTach CLASSIC chronograph in one unbeatable 
package at a combined cost of only $325.00. Compare 
costs and prove it to yourself. 

Timer Features. Shot detection and stop plate switch 
operations are automatically selected. Shots and plate 
hits are recorded and can be reviewed, along with 
differences between shots. All shots fired in the Par 
Time mode can be reviewed. Instant and random 
3 to 5 second delayed starts are standard. 

Chronograph Features. Pre-assembled sensors and 
bracket mount to a standard camera tripod. Provides 
review of low and high velocities, extreme spread, 
standard deviation, average velocity, shot number and 
individual shot velocities. Edit capability removes any 
unwanted shot from a string. 

Pro Timer III. If all you need right now is a timer, the 
Pro Timer III is the right choice. In 1987 alone, it was 
selected as an Official Timer for the Steel Challenge, 
the NRA Bianchi Cup and the IPSC Nationals. 
It is in stock and available for the 
lower-than-ever price of $225.00. 
The Pro Timer I is also available 
for $149.95. 

Timer Upgrade. Now, you can upgrade 
any of our timers to the Pro TNT. 
Prices for upgrading are: 

•Pro Timer III to Pro TNT . . . . . $150.00 
• Pro Timer I & II to Pro TNT .. . $200.00 
• Pro Shot Timer to Pro TNT ... $250.00 

All models feature: 
• 30-day money-back guarantee 
• One-year limited warranty 
• 5-day turnaround service policy 
• Battery compartment for 9V battery. 

Call or write for FREE literature, or to place an order. 

ORDER NOW! 
Call Toll Free 1-800-222-3845, Illinois residents 
1-815-877-3322. Visa, MasterCard and COD accepted. 
Illinois residents add 6-1/4% sales tax. Add $4.50 for 
shipping and handling. Certified check or money order 
by mail. 

IC Competition Electronics, Inc. 
2542 Point O' Woods 
Rockford, IL 61111 



WILDLIFE 

PRESERVATION 

TRUST 

INTERNATIONAL 

OFFICIAL 

ISSUE ____ __, 

The African elephant. 

Mountain gorilla. Eastern 

cougar. Animals so 
familiar to us, we almost 

take them for granted. But all are 

approaching extinction. And to call 

attention to their plight, Wildlife 

Preservation Trust International is 

issuing its first-ever sculpture 
collection. Created in the tradition of 

hand-painted bronze. 

Fifteen original works of art. 

Each crafted in cold-cast bronze, a 

special sculptor's blend of powdered 

bronze and resins to capture every 
powerful detail, then authentically 

hand-painted. Imported an pnce at 

$39.50 each. Presented on a handsome 

hardwood imported display. 

WILDLIFE PRESERVATION 
SCULPTURE COLLECTION 

© 1989 FM 

r---------------------------------· 
Please reply by February 28, 1989. 

The Franklin Mint 

Franklin Center, PA 19091 

Enter my subscription to the official Wildlife 
Preservation Sculpture Collection, consisting 

of fifteen intricately hand-painted sculptures 

and the custom-designed display. I w ill re

ceive one sculpture every other month and 
will be billed for each in two monthly install

ments of $19.75* each, beginning prior to 
shipment. *Plus my stare sales tax and a total of 

$1. per swlpwrefor shipping and handling. 

Signature ___________ _ 
UL APP tlC AT!O NS ARE SU BJ ECT TO ACC EP TANCE 

Name ______ --------
PLE! .. se PRINT CL EA RLY 

Address ___________ _ 

City _____________ _ 

State, Zip ________ _ 
11509· 72 



Continued from page 9 
the services of a professional hunter, as 
well as trackers, skinners, gun bearers and 
other assorted camp staff. Also included 
were accommodations , meals, laundry 
service and rides back and forth from the 
airport. 

Really, Ayoob, no lounge lizards? 
Don't get me wrong, I don't hate Ayoob. 

The Ayoob Files is the first thing I turn to 
when my copy arrives in the mail. It's 
always entertaining and seems to be well 
researched. 

These other Lager generated fantasies 
that were obviously dreamed up on a camp
ing trip to some well regulated game pre
serve are impossible to swallow. They're 
entertaining and all that- but don't try to 
pass that gas as gospel. 

Well, I have to go. As I was stirring my 
coffee with my trusty .44, I saw a rabbit 
down by the interstate. It's only two miles, I 
can probably nail him right through the 
kitchen window! The boilershop boys can 
have some "pot-meat" for lunch. 

Gary Sillett 
Princeton, Kan. 

Can Cops Shoot? 
For a long time now I have been seeing 

articles describing people who took a con
siderable number of hits from 9mm bullets 
and still had a lot of fight left in them. 

I also notice that many police depart
ments are adopting high capacity 9mm 

•MODEL H-1 LS (shown above) 
Padded Sheepskin with Calf 
Support . ... . .. . .. . .. . . $45.95 

•MODEL H-1 Padded Sheepskin 
without Calf Support .. . . 541. 95 

autos as issue arms. 
I am very concerned about this and I'll 

tell you why. 
The problem is that most police officers 

just can't shoot. The average officer cannot 
hit a man-sized target at 75 yards shooting 
a revolver double action. You don't believe 
me? Just make arrangements to watch a 
certification course some time. 

Now, since the average police officer is a 
poor marksman with six rounds, you want 
him to blast away with 15? Personally, I 
don't want to be within a mile of him. 

The solution to this problem is not more 
rounds in the gun, it is extensive marks
manship training including instinctive 
point shooting and long range training 
using full power, authorized ammo not 
wadcutters. 

M.J . Guy 
Maumee, Ohio 

2001, A Handgunner's 
Odyssey 

Handgunner's Son: Dad, what were you 
doing in 1988 when the US Congress 
passed the first handgun registration law? 

Handgunner: I think we were arguing 
whether some handgun writer could make 
a 200 yard kill with a .44 Magnum. 

Handgunner's son: What 's a .44 
Magnum? 

Handgunner: I think I still have an old 
magazine with a picture of one. Most of 
them were confiscated years ago. 

Please Add $3.00 For Shipping & Handling 

Nothing comes close to a Cobra 
133-30 32nd AVENUE, FLUSHING, NEW YORK 11354 (718) 762-8181 

Handgunner's son: Why did you let this 
happen? 

Handgunner: Well , we trusted politi
cians whom we had elected and we thought 
the other guy would spend his money and 
time to protect our rights like he always 
had before . .. 

Handgunner's son: Excuse me, Dad, I 
think I hear someone breaking in the back 
window. Shall I get the baseball bat again? 

Jim D. Mooney 
New Braunfels, Texas 

Kudos for Eagle 
Just a short note to let folks know how 

well Eagle Grips took care of my needs for 
a set of grips for my Charter Arms Bulldog 
.44 Special. As you know, there aren't 
many nice wood grips made for this gun. 
Eagle Grips took time to trace an outline of 
the grips I wanted before I ordered them. I 
thought that was super-nice of them. 

I got the Rosewood "finger position" 
grips on the gun and shot it. I was very 
happy with the way they fit my hand , and 
the workmanship is top of the line. So if 
anyone is looking for nice, well fitting 
grips for a Charter Arms gun, I would say 
call Eagle Grips. 

Billy B. Crites 
Albuquerque, N.M. 

Eagle Grips offers a full line of custom 
grips for all popular makes and models of 
handguns, not just Charter Arms. Contact 
them at 4(j() Randy Road, Dept. AH, Eagle 
Business Center, Carol Stream, IL (j()l 88 
or call toll free at 1-800-323-6144. 

Reading Proble• 
I have a complaint. Yours is the best 

handgun magazine on the market and I read 
it from front to back and often order 
directly from some of the advertisers. 

My complaint is that within 3-4 days I've 
read it, and I mean every darn article and 
column. Given another 2-3 days I've re
read some of the articles and columns. 
What am I to do with the next 53 days I wait 
for AH? 

True, time is spent reloading, on the 
range and doing free work to keep the 
range functioning. I also clean my hand
guns and while I work three days a week, 
the other four are free. And that is basically 
it. This old bachelor is left without AH so 
long it hurts. 

R.E. (Bob) Smith 
Summerland, BC 

Canada 

Beretta Respon• 
read your article in the September/ 

October issue of your magazine and have 
written this letter to clarify several points 
which were either confusing or inaccurate. 

First , the U.S. Government did not call 
for a new test of the M9 pistol as a result of 
the slide failures as your article leads 
readers to believe. The new test is ·the 
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D , 319-277-3171 enny S P.O.Box402 
Cedar Falls. la 

snooters Supply, Inc. 50613 

IPSC SHOOTING SUPPLIES 
ALL ITEMS ARE FRIEGHT PAID TO THE ORIGINAL 48 STATES 

WILSON COMBAT 
High Visabtlity Combat Sights . 
Bo-Mar Rear Sight . 
Exlended Shde Release (Blue/Stainless) 
Slide Release Blue/Stainless 
Exlended Thumb Safety (Blue/Stainless) . 
Ambidextrous Safety. Blue or SS 
2-Piece Guide Rod 5" or 6" . 
Full Lenigth Gulde Rod wilh 

Group Gripper, Govt. or Comm 
Match Trigger . 
Ultrahte Match Trigger. Long . 
Commander Hammer (Narrowed) 
Stainless Commander Hammer (Narrowed) 
Slandard Colt Commande1 Hammer . 
Standard Colt Commander Hammer. SS . 
7 Round 45 Auto Magazine with Pad 
?rd 45 Magazine with Extended Base Pad 
8 Round 45 Aulo Magazine with Pad . 
8rd 45 Magazine with Extended Base Pad 
10rd 38 Super Magazine 
10rd 38 Super Magazine with Extended Pad . 
LE·K 45 Auto Compensator Kit 
LE-K 38 Super Compensalor Kit . 
LE-K 38 Super Compensat0< Kil w/ Ramp Bbl . 
45 ACP 5" Stainless Matc h Barrel . 
45 ACP 6" Stainless Maleh Barrel 
38 Super 6" Stainless Match Barrel 
6 Shok Butts . 
Recoil Springs 12 & 20 b. for commander 

.24.75 

.50.00 

.23.00 
19.00 

.... 21.00 
. 4500 

... 32.00 

... 33.25 
15.00 

. . t 7.00 
18.00 

. 18.00 

.22.00 

. 24.00 
. . 2t 50 

. 23.00 
. . 25.00 
.. 27.00 

.27.75 

. 28.75 
.240.00 

.. 250.00 
.250.00 

tOOOO 
t t5.00 
t35.00 

Recoil Spnngs 9. 10. 12. 15. 17. 19v, bf<>' Gov1. each 
Extra Power Finng Pin Spring . 

5.50 
3.75 
3.75 
1.50 

Reduced Power Main Spring, 19 lb .. 
Group Gnpper Govt/Commander 
Barrel Bushings (Blue/Stainless) 
Extended E1ec 1or 45 0< 38 Super 
Rece>I Guide Rod Kit W/Spnngs & Shok Butts 
Eleaverta11 Gnp Safety (Blue/Stainless) 
The Combal 45 Auto Book by Bill Wilson 
Checkered Front Strap (Blue/ Stainless) . 
Barrel Link Kit Includes 5 Links . . 
Replacement Bbl Link t , 2. 3, 4. 5 
Slide Thumb Guard . 
1-Plece Guide Rod Govt or Comm 
Exlended Magazine Release . 
Checkered Ma1nspr1ng Housing . 
Mag Well (Blue/Stainless) . 
3-Dot S.ghls . 
Deluxe High V1sab1l1ty Combal Sights .. 

1.50 
. 22.00/25.00 

. 13.00 

. 19.00 

.33.00 
.. 19.50 

12.00 
.... 13.00 

. t9.00 
4.00 

. t3.50 

. 24.00 
.... 20.00 

. 3 t .50 

. 29.00 

. 30.00 

Barrel Bushing Wrench . . ............ ... . . 
. . 33.00 

2.50 
. 11 .00 
. 45.00 

.... 28.75 
13.00 

.. .. 14.00 

Wilson Brass Elelt Buckle . 
S&W L Frame Underlug 6" Blue or SS . 
PPG Bull Bbl Underlug . 
Extrac tor 45acp 70 or 80 Series . 
Exlrac t0< 38spr 70 or 80 Senes . 

SHAW·VIDEKI - SPEEDLOADERS 
"You Can't Miss" by John Shaw 
"Shoot to Win" by John Shaw . 
V1dek1 Extended Ejector . 
Long Match Tngger . 
Long Match w/3 holes (speed tngger) . 
Gold Cup Tngger w /3 holes . 
Rubber Mag Base Pads . 
6 Shaw Base Pads w/self tapprnig screws . 
Shaw speed E load Mag Well (Blue Stainless) . 
Shaw Pro Shoolers Bag . 
Roger E-Z Mag Well . 
Rogers combat 12 ga Shell Holder . 
Ultra V1b 18 Brass Polisher 
HKS Speed Loaders (all sizes) . 
Safariland Comp II Speed Loaders S&W K&L . 
Safanland Comp Ill Speed Loaders S&W K&L . 

9 .00 
12.00 

.. 14.50 
. .. 12.00 

. 13.00 
. . 14.00 

1.50 
9.00 

. .. 26.00 
.69.95 

6 .00 
8.00 

t 15.00 
'5.75 
6.75 

.... 12.00 

METALFORM 
High Quality Match Grade Magazines by Metalform 
Blue Sleel w/Flat Follower: 
9mm . 11.00 38 Super 
Stainless Steel w/Flat Follower: 
9mm . 15.50 38 Super 
45acp Rounded Follower Blue . 

S1a1nless .. 
Shaw Mag Pad installed w/screws . 

...... 10.50 

.... 16.00 
10.00 
t6.00 
3.00 

REMINGTON 
38 SUPER BRASS 

Nickle Plated. Un-Primed+ P . 
Un-Plated. Un-Pnmed + P 
Winchester Un·Ptated. Un-Primed 

1,000 
85.00 

..... 80.00 
.63.00 

SAFARILAND 
Final Option 5" or 6" Auto (new) . 
Combat Assaull 5" or 6" Auto . 
Steel Challenge 4 '" rev or 5" auto . 
Steel Challenge 6" rev or comp auto . 
Cup Challenige PPG f0< S&W K.L&N 
Compehtion Belt add $1 0.95 for Buckle . 
Double Mag Pouch . 
Tnple Mag Pouch 
Idaho Reloader (angle adjustable) . 
Tnple Speed Loader Pouch 
S.nigle Speed Loader Rouch (metal) .. 
S.nigle Magazine Holder (metal) . 

-Brown 
74.00 
65.00 

.62.00 
67.00 

... 65.00 

... 35.00 

... 22.00 
. 30.00 

t5.50 
. t6.50 

Block -.. 74.00 
70.Cv 
68.00 
73.00 
73.00 
35.00 
25.00 
36.00 
t 5.50 
16.50 
4.75 
4.75 

BLACK BASKET 
Now 1n Stoe l< - Ca ll ta r Pr1ces1 

ERNIE HILL SPEED LEATHER 
Colt Govt. & Comp models. Holsters are made in V:o,-· 
increments for perfect gun fit. 5". SW". 6". 6V2'', 7" 
AU items in stock. Plain Black available by Special order. Gall for 
help when ordering 11 needed. We're always glad to help . 

666F Leatham/Enos Senes 
New 2-prece Fender Model . 
666F Now available for S&W 645 & 745 . 
Stock Revolver 4" & 6" for S&W 

K-L- N Frame . 
PPG 6" S&W K·L·N Frame 
Open Fron! for Ribs & Scopes . 
Double Mag Pouch-Available Straight Up . 

- Block Brown Beek•• 
74.00 84.00 

. 7 4.00 84.00 

. 80.00 N/A 

. .. 80.00 N/ A 

Anigle Back or Anigle FO<Ward . 
Fender Sinigle Mag Pouch . 
Fender Double Mag Pouch . 
Fender Trib le Mag Pouch 
Competition Belt (sprinQ steel llned) 

. .. 28.00 
....... 22.00 

. .. 34.00 
....... 38.00 

. 40.00 

34.00 
28.00 
40.00 
46 .00 
50.00 

OFFICIAL IPSC TARGETS 
the only eulhorlzed terget 

t .000 per Box . 

for the next five _. 
tOO - 42¢ each 
500 - 38¢ each 

1.000 - 36¢ each 

NEW PRODUCTS 
3.00 

S& A Magwells and Ambt Mag Releases 

Mag Pac 8 Round 45 Conversion Kits 

Ed Brown Magwells 

and Grip Safeties 

----EASY TO ORDER----
Ma1l 1n your order along with certified. allow 1 week for Personal checks to clear. Describe your order as clearly as possible and 
inc lude your phone number. OR 

Call in your order anytime. We accept VISA, MaslerCard and UPS COD (Sorry, no COO's on Bullels). Feel free to call if you have 
questions about any items listed or for help with ordering. 

11211 
WE PAY THE FREIGHT TO YOU ~ 

Dealers send FFL for Dealer Price List. CT..':) 

result of congressionally mandatecl lan
guage found in the 1987 Conference 
Appropriations Bill. This language was 
instituted after repeated efforts by Mas
sachusetts congressional delegation mem
bers to have the contract awarded to 
Beretta U.S.A. Corp. cancelled , failed . 
These efforts were initiated on behalf of an 
interested constituent. 

The article is somewhat confusing as to 
the number of pistols that have experienced 
unexpected slide failures. Over 1,000,000 
slides of this design have been manufac
tured and , other than the incidents reported 
to us by the Government, we have never 
experienced any unexpected slide separa
tions. To set the record straight, four inci
dents have been reported by the Govern
ment. Three occurred with the Navy 
SEALS, an elite special operations unit; 
and one while the Army was conducting 
ammunition testing. The Navy incidents 
took place at 30,000+ rounds, 5000-6,000 
rounds and 10,000 + rounds respectively . 
The Army incident occurred at 6,000+ 
rounds . 

I must also state that I take exception to 
the use of anonymous sources as a basis for 
factual data. Too often times these anony
mous sources are only conduits for 
rumors. I suggest that your "confidential 
source who spoke on condition of ano
nymity" check his facts . No slide separa
tions have taken place in Europe. 

It is Beretta U.S.A.'s contention that 
ammunition was a factor in these incidents. 
While your article quotes a Winchester 
spokesman as saying that their M882 pro
duced ammunition is within SAAMI (not 
NATO) standards, you make no reference 
to the fact that Winchester is only one of 
two manufacturers of the M882 ammo. It 
has never been our contention that 
Winchester is the manufacturer of the lots 
of suspect ammunition. 

The Army has conducted exhaustive 
testing of the M9 pistol to include firing 
over 240,000 rounds of different types of 
ammunition through 12 M9 pistols without 
failure . The Army had advised Beretta 
US. A. Corporation that the M9 pistol fully 
conforms to the exacting technical require
ments of the contract. 

Beretta prides itself on its quality and 
responsiveness to customer needs. We are 
working closely with the Army to find a 
solution to this situation, regardless of the 
reason for these incidents. 

Robert L. Bonaventure 
Vice President and General Manager 

Beretta USA 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER WELCOMES let
ters to the editor of no more than 350 words . Leffers 
must include the writer's full name and address. 
Leffers must be signed by the writer. Typewritten 
letters are preferred, but legible handwriting is 
acceptable. Send your letters to Speak Out, Ameri
can Handgunner, 591 Camino de la Reina Suite 
200, San Diego, CA, 92108. ' 
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" ... it's the best I've seen, and the price is right." 

Tough Choices 
Until PACT introduced the PC two years 

ago, shooters looking for a chronograph were 
torn between two tough choices. To go with 
a full feature skyscreen based machine at a 
premium price, or settle for one of the low end 
"break screen" or "down range box" units at 
a more reasonable price, but lacking the ease 
of use and superior performance of a 
microprocessor based skyscreen chrono
graµh. 

#(15 
~~J: 

24'34. 5 FPS 
2491.1 FP.5 
Each time you fire 

Each time you fire a round over the PCs' 
optical skyscreens, your shot number, veloci
ty and current average velocity are displayed 
simultaneously, on our state of the art, easy 
to read, 32 character display. All of this is 
done automatically, no button pushing re
quired, so you are free to concentrate on your 
shooting instead of having to constantly fuss 
with your chronograph . In addition the shot 
number and its velocity are automatically 
stored in memory for your later review. 

After you complete a string 
When you complete a string simply press the 

review key to display a complete statistical 
summary of the string. This summary consists 
of your highest and lowest shot velocities and 
their corresponding shot numbers, the 
Extreme Spread and average velocity of your 
string. The Standard Deviation and Mean Ab
solute Deviation (a PACT exclusive and the 
best measure of ammunitation consistency yet 
developed) are calculated and displayed 
automatically. In addition both of these 
numbers are also displayed as a percent of 
your average (coefficient of variation or CV) . 
We have found that this method of describing 
the average variation of your ammo is much 
more useful to the shooter who's trying to 
develop better, more consistant loads, than 
simply handing him, the " SD" of a given string. 
Take a look at Handloader #128 for more 
information. 

After completing the statistical summary 
your PC will allow you to review each shot 
(up to 300) of your string . 

• uses standard 9 volt alkaline battery (in
cluded, of course) 
• easy access battery compartment 
• adjustable screen separation 

Rick Jamison, Shooting Times 
• Edit button allows you to remove any un
wanted shot from a string, either after the shot 
is fired or during review. 
• 4 mhz counter for better digital accuracy 
• retractable tilt stand for easy viewing 
• each chronograph is electronically 
" calibrated" to insure accuracy 

PACT Skyscreens 
The PACT PC uses inexpensive optical 

skyscreens to detect the bullet. Why didn't we 
set it up so that you can shoot over the box 
or use expensive skyscreens containing 
elaborate lenses to "enhance" performance? 
Because we think it's stupid to launch bullets 
over things that cost lots of money. Now we 
realize that you never miss, but rarely a day 
goes by that we don't get an order for a 
replacement skyscreen housing ($2.50). 

Order Today 

TOLL FREE ... 800 PACT INC 
(in Texas 214-641-0049) 

By Phone: We are happy to answer 
your questions and take your order. We 
accept Visa, MC and COD orders.• 
PACT PC (with skyscreens) . ... $199 
Print Driver (installed in PC) . . . $ 25 
Battery Powered Printer ... . .. . $125 
Extra Printer Paper (6 rolls) ..... $12 
Skyscreen Bracket 

(optional but nice) ....... . . . $ 24 
Extra Skyscreens .... $15 ea $25 pr 
Skyscreen Housings$2.50 each 4 for $9 

*Shipping & Insurance $4.50 UPS 
ground/$10 UPS 2nd day air. Extra 
shipping for bracket (separate package) 
$3 ground/$6 2nd day air. Bank service 
charge for VISA/MC. COD fee $2. Write 
or call for foreign rates. Texas residents 
add appropri.ate sales tax. 

Brochure Available covering the PACT 
product line of shooting timers and 
chronographs, $1 .00. 

P. 0. Box 531525 
Grand Prairie, TX 75053 

Glint Guard™ pat. pend. 
Over the years chronographs have earn

ed a well deserved reputation for flaky perfor
mance when oeprated on bright sunny days. 
Some manufacturers deal with the problem by 
requiring you to put diffuser screens over their 
skyscreens. While this approach works, it 
makes set up more difficult and is prone to 
blow over in the wind . In addition if you fire too 
closely to them you may find that it has started 
raining bits of diffuser screen. 

The PACT PC's Glint GuardTM circuitry 
allows us to dispense with this silliness . Glint 
Guard™ internally compensates for changes 
in light conditions in much the same manner 
as the automatic exposure feature in a modern 
camera. 

Pact Print Driver & Printer 
By having us install our optional Print Driver 

and purchasing our battery powered printer 
you will find your self in possession of the 
ultimate chronograph system. When you 
complete your string just press the review key. 
The PC will ask you if you would like to print 
the string. Tell it " yes" and you will be provid
ed with a print out consisting of the string 
number, complete statistical summary, and the 
velocity of each individual shot. Keep in mind 
that once the Print Driver is installed you can 
add the printer at any time. 

30 Day Money Back Guarantee 
We designed the PC, we build it, and we 

sell it factory direct to you. We take full respon
sibility for your satisfaction. If you are not 100% 
satisfied with any PACT product, return it to 
us undamaged (no fair driving over it) within 
30 days, and we will refund your money. That's 
our promise and you can depend on it. 

Lifetime Warranty 
The PACT PC features a real simple repair 

policy. If it breaks due to a defective part or 
faulty workmanship we'll fix it free. If you 
break it (people really have driven over them) 
we'll fix it for cost . No hassles and no ques
tions asked. 

PACT, Precision Chronograph, PACT PC and Glint Guard are Trademarks of Practical Applied Computer Technology, Inc. 



SAFARI CLUB 
lln'EllNADONAl.'S 

This exquisite example of the gun
maker's art is from master pistol 
smith J .D. Jones. A renowned 
handgun hunter, Mr. Jones is a past 
winner of the prestigious Outstand
ing American Hondgunner Award 
and the Handgun Hunting Editor of 
American Hondgunner. He hos long 
championed the cause of hunters 
and, in particular, the conservation 
and education efforts of Safari Club 
International. Mr. Jones ' generous 
donation of this very special Hand
cannon realized a staggering 
$4,800 at auction to benefit SCI. 

Action: TIC Contender 
Barrel: SSK round/octagonal 
Caliber: .475 JDJ 
Ballistics: 500 groin .475" bullet at 

850 fps 
Engraving: Ken Hurst 
Finish: SSK Khrome 
Special Features: Arrestor Muzzle 

Brake 
special serial 
numbered B&L 
scope 
special serial 
numbered TIC 
frame 
Pachmayr stocks, 
foreend 

~ 
A handmade Hand Cannon sells at a 
fund raising auction to benefit SCI's 

environmental conservation programs. 



1988 FM 

teated for mighty Charlemagne 
over a thousand year:s ago ... 
used in crowning more than 
25 monarchs, from Louis XIV to 
Napoleon ... this glorious sword is 
today a national treasure of France. 

And this magnificent replica, 
wrought with precision and 
artistry by the legendary 
swordsmiths of Toledo, Spain, 
captures both the power and the 
opulence of the sword as it exists 
in France today. 

Lavishly decorated with pure 24 
karat gold electroplate ... set with 
rich blue lapis ... etched with the 
heraldic emblems of France's 
greatest rulers ... it comes to you 
in a solid oak wall display rack. 

To discover the thrill of holding a 
thousand years of history in your 
hand, reply by December 31st. 

----·COMMISSIONING AUTHORIZATION·--- -----

THE SWORD 
OF CHARLEMAGNE 

Please mail by December 31, 1988. 

The Franklin Mint 
Franklin Center, Pennsylvania 19091 
Please enter my commission for the historic 
re-creation of The Sword of Charlemagne. 

I need send no payment now. I will be 
billed for the issue price of $395. * in five 
equal monthly installments of $79. * each, 
beginning when my sword is ready to be 
sent to me. I will receive the 443//' x 93/4" 
solid oak wall display at no additional 
charge. *Plus my srare sales tax. 

Signature ___________ _ 
Mr. ALL coM M 1ss10Ns ARE sueJEcT T o ACCEPTANCE . 

Mrs. 
Miss _____________ _ 

Address ____________ _ 

City _____________ _ 

State, Zip -----------~ 
85866-130 



INSIGHTS INTO IPSC 
DAVE ANDERSON 

COLORADAN PAUL MILLER TAKES THE 
ROSES AT CANADIAN IPSC NATIONALS 

City of champions! That's how Edmon
ton, Alberta bills itself, and certainly 

its major sports teams , the football 
Eskimos and the hockey Oilers, are peren
nial champions in their respective leagues. 
It was fitting, therefore, that from July 31 
to August 6, 162 competitors should gather 
in Edmonton to find a new champion, the 
winner of the 1988 Canadian IPSC 
Nationals. 

The course of fire, which was approved 
by IPSC President J .P Denis, was a tre
mendous test of shooting ability ~vlatch 
Director Gary Dolynchuk and Rangemas-

Top Ten 
1. Paul Miller 
2. Roland Barasits 
3. Jake Kempton 

Colorado 
Austria 
Arizona 

ter Rick Clements took ideas from their 
fellow Alberta members and refined them 
into a 19-stage, 250-round shooting 
challenge. 

The emphasis was on realistic scenarios 
with close to medium range targets, but 
there was a little of everything- speed 
shoots and field courses, strong hand and 
weak hand, close targets and far, singles 
and multiples, movement and reloads, plus 
two reaJly demanding standard exercise 
stages. 

One competitor commented , "The 
shooter who can do everything in this 

.. 

4 . Randy Fisher British Columbia 
5. Nick Alexakos -· 6. Rick Clements 
7. Murray Gardner 
8. Darcy Bowyer 
9. Rick Brydges 

10. Pat O'Meara 

Ontario 
Alberta 
British Columbia 
Saskatchewan 
Washington ~-·~ .. 
British Columbia ~~"'W 

>'::fit ·r· 
.. ~·- .. - .. ~-:_;:?.-:"' 

... ·· 'L~?t.~ ~ ·~-- <.-:. ~··, ~~ .. :..~ ·~ 
:tt ... -..'~·~.,,-- ·:::-- . . 

Randy Fisher, 1988 Canadian National Champion 

match well is a real champion." 
Right. And that champion is Paul Miller 

of Montrose, Colorado. Well known as a 
strong competitor on the USPSA circuit, 
Miller has won the Colorado state cham
pionship and has made the Top 16 shootoff 
at the US Nationals and at the 1986 World 
Shoot. 

Drawing his Gary Kimball-tuned Colt 
9mm from Ernie Hill leather, Miller set a 
blistering pace that kept him in the lead 
from start to finish. His only serious set
back came on the second exercise stage 
when he dropped 30 of a possible 120 
points and left the line looking visibly dis
appointed. But like a true champion, he 
quickly put that stage behind him and 
resumed his winning performance. 

Randy Fisher of Vancouver, British 
Columbia, was the highest-placing Cana
dian citizen and becomes the 1988 Cana
dian IPSC Champion. Fisher has been a 
top competitor since the first Canadian 
nationals in 1978, seldom missing the top 
five, and has been B.C. champ several 
times. He shot a Colt 9mm, customized by 
Vancouver pistolsmith Joe Dlask, and uses 
leather gear from Gordon Davis. 

Top Lady was Kerry Lathwell- which 
surprised no one since this British Colum
bia shooter is the reigning women's World 
Champion! Kerry's competition guns are 
built by Ohio pistolsmith Steve Nastoff, 
and she said she is anxiously awaiting com
pletion of a new . 38 Super. In the meantime 
she used her Nastoff .45 , along with Ernie 
HiJl leather, to place 24th overall. 

The several wheelgunners in the match 
had an award to shoot for as well, with Top 
Revolver going to Perry Snyder of 
Saskatchewan. 

Shooting in international competition is 
rewarding in itself, but there are other 
benefits; the chance to renew acquain
tances and meet new friends, and- for us 
equipment nuts - the opportunity to see 
what's new and what trends are developing. 

Roland Barasits of Austria is both a 
pistolsmith and an excellent competitor. 
He and his shooting partner, Hans Sil
bitzer, had guns sporting the darndest mag 
chute I've ever seen. Now mag chutes are 
nothing new, but these extended some 11'2 
inches below the gun butt and weighed as 
much as some pocket pistols. 

The purpose? Partly to add weight , but 
primarily to serve as a base when shooting 
prone. The Austrians shot very well 
indeed, prone or otherwise, with Barasits 
placing second in the match. 

Arizona's Jake Kempton is another 
pistolsmith who is applying the knowledge 
gained from his years of competition to 
building guns. He showed up with a 
Springfield Armory .38 Super that 
included a cleverly designed double
chamber compensator. I had an oppor
tunity to examine and fire the gun after the 
match and found the comp design to be 
very effective, and overall workmanship 
excellent. Kempton, who won the Cana
dian nationals in 1987, was third this year. 

Looking at equipment used by the top 
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shooters, the 191 l autopistol, Ernie Hill 
leather, and the .38 Super cartridge con
tinue to dominate. 

One thing I found interesting, though, 
was that three of the top four competitors -
Miller, Barasits, and Fisher - were using 
9mm major loads. But they were shooting 
them from Colt Government Model 
pistols, using . 38 Super magazines, seating 
the bullets so that overall cartridge length 
was the same as .38 Super loads. Since in 
every major respect - ballistics, recoil, 
and magazine capacity - the loads dupli
cated .38 Super performance, the obvious 
question is why not simply use the Super? 

Paul Miller offered three reasons: the 
9mm case is a very strong design, with a 
thick , heavy web and a strong rim; the 
tapered case improves feeding and gives a 
better gas seal; and good military surplus 
brass is cheap and widely available. 

Kerry Lathwell, Ladies Champion 

Miller has fired more than 100,000 
rounds of major nine with no problems but 
he points out that he uses high quality bar
rels with fully supported chambers, and 
that the barrels have been freebored to 
reduce pressure. He uses only 1911 pattern 
pistols, which allow buJlets to be seated out 
to give the same overall cartridge length as 
the .38 Super. With most other designs, 
heavy bullets must be deep-seated to fit in 
the magazine, and deep seating in the small 
9mm case runs up pressures fast. This is a 
good time to point out that neither this 
writer nor American Handgunner recom
mends or endorses the use of 9mm major 
loads. 

Miller will soon have a new 9 to play 
with~ Topping the prize table (over 

Continued on page 21 

Multiple Choice. 

MODEL#l9L 
"Thumbsnap" 

H&KM139mm 

MODEL#5 
"Black Widow"•• 
Beretta 92F 9mm 

MODEL#lll 
"Cyclone"® Crossdraw 

S&WM6599mm 

MODEL#58L 
"Hip Hugger" 

S&WM4599mm 

MODEL#3S 
"Pistol Pocket"® 
S&WM4699mm 

MODEL#6X 
'Veluxe Waistband Holster" 

Sig-Sauer P226 9mm 

MODEL#7L 
"Shadow"® 

Beretta M92SB 9mm 

MODEL#4L 
':4skins' Avenger"® 

Browning Hi-Power 9mm 

MODEL#2 
"Speed Scabbard"•• 

Colt Commander 9mm 

The 9mm answer is Bianchi. 
These are just a few of the 
Bianchi 9mm ho lsters. 
Many are also available in 
black gun leather and pad
ded fabric, in both belt <md 
shoulder models. BIDCBI® 

Get your 100-page, full-colo r, 
1988 Bi<mchi Catalog by 
sending $3 to Bianchi Inter
national, o r get one FREE 
from your nearest autho rized 
dealer-over 3000 
worldwide. 

Bianchi Inte rnational, 100 Calle Cortez, Dept. AH, Temecula, CA 92390 
To ll-Free (800) 854-8545, In California To ll-Free (800) 826-8192 

In Hawaii <Uld Alaska (714) 676-5621 TIX 288553 BNCI UR 
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How to get club benefits: 
AMERICAN HANDGUNNER's Club l 00 Pis

tolsmith Directory is the only hand-picked list of 
America 's top pistolsmiths anywhere. 

And it's yours FREE when you get the 1989 
AMERICAN HANDGUNNER Annual. 

It's complete with names, addresses, tele
phone numbers and pistolsmithing specialties 
of the top l 00 pistolsmiths across the U.S. 

r-y--E-
5
-1, = t Gublo0ben-:fits7'us7ve;;;h; ere ti:, ;9, 

I AMERICAN HANDGUNNER Annual has ta offer. I 
I e Reserve capy(s) for me at 54. 95 ea. rinht away! I I - {O utside U.I. please add $2.00 far eaCh copy ordered.) I 
I Check/MO enclosed D Bill my MC/Visa D No. I 
I Exp. Date Initial Amount enclosed S I 
I Nome I 
I Address I 
I City State __ Zi I 
L 

SEND TO: HANDGUNNER ANNUAL 591 Camino de lo Reino Suite 200, Son Diego, CA 92108 1 

_________________ ... 

Make sure you get AMERICAN HANDGUN
NER's Club l 00 pistolsmith directory. 

So the next time you need a custom gun 
you'll be able to turn to AMERICAN HANDGUN
NER's one of a kind reference source and find a 
proven talent in your area. 

It's only in the 1989 AMERICAN HANDGUN
NER Annual. Supplies will be limited so use the 
order form below to reserve your copy today! 



Continued from page 19 
$22,000 in merchandise) was a full house 
competition Colt pistol donated by Behlert 
Precision. It was a .38 Super, but Frank 
Behlert offered to take it back to the shop in 
Pipersville, Pennsylvania and fit a 9mm 
barrel. Miller said he is really looking for
ward to trying out the famous Behlert 
pivoting trigger, which gives a light pull 
while maintaining full sear engagement. 

Canadian champ Randy Fisher also took 
home a full house custom pistol, built and 
donated by Edmonton gunsmith Mike 
Toma. Colt Firearms donated one of their 
excellent AR-15A2 rifles, while other 
major sponsors were Beaver Lumber, 
Ernie Hill Speed Leather, The Firing Line, 
H&K Bullets, and Smith & Alexander. 

Paul Miller, match winner 

So what did people think of the match? 
The match winner, Paul Miller, gets the 
last word. "You always like a match that 
you win , but even allowing for that this was 
the best IPSC match I've ever attended. 
There was lots of shooting and the stages 
were great, realistic and fun to shoot but 
still challenging. The organization and the 
range officers were first rate. It's a real 
pleasure just to shoot in international com
petition, and the good prize table was a 
nice bonus." 

Were there any problems bringing fire
arms into Canada? "None at all, the host 
club did all the paperwork and sent us our 
permits. All we had to do was show our 
permits coming in and leaving." 

How about the 1989 match, to be held in 
Regina , Saskatchewan? "You bet I'll be 
there. It's one of the big matches on my 
shooting schedule." 

Match dates have not been set at this 
time but will likely be early August. For 
information call Steve Johns at lmM-
(306) 924-0193 . ~ 

Blitz-Load Your 9rnrn 
Pistol Mags In Seconds 
Without Thumbusting 

With Ram-Line's Unique 

'X' -Press Loader TM 

The new 
'X' -Press Loader™ 
provides easy 
loading of those 
pesky 9mm "thumbusters". 
It eliminates the pain of loading 
while increasing the speed so you 
can load 15 rounds in seconds, 
without sore fingers. 

I 
1f 
1 
I 

Patent 
Pending 

Ammo 
Pick-up 
Tube 

(Sold Separately) 
Simply drop cartridges into the 'X' -Press Loader and 
effortlessly squeeze the "trigger". In seconds you'll find it's now 
fun to load! You'll never want to load by hand again! 

For even faster loading, use Ram-Line's exclusive ammo "pick-up" tubes. 
Each holds 20 rounds of ammo, and are used like conventional primer 
pick-up sticks. Once loaded , they can be stored until needed or just 
snapped on to the 'X' -Press Loader for "hopper-like feeding ." 

The 'X' -Press Loader is available for most side by side 9mm mags, the 
Glock 17, and the .45 ACP. The ammo pick-up tubes can be purchased 
separately and stored until needed for rapid quantity mag loading. 

Firearm 

9mmPistols 

Glock 17 

.45ACP 

'X'-Press 

Loader 

Mode It 

XPL1009 

XPL1019 

XPL1045 

$29.95 

Caliber Ammo 

Conversion Pick-up 

Kitstt Tubes 

CKL 1009 APL 1009 

CKL 1019 APL 1009 

CKL 1045 APL 1045 

$12.95 $8.95 

t 'X' -Press Loader comes complete ready lo load the model selected. 

tt Conversion kits allow you lo change from one model loader lo another. 

Ask your dealer, or call 1800-888-0375. 
tor order information. 

G> RAM-LN."1HC. 

Suite # 12Xl9 15611 West 6th Ave. 
Golden, CO 80401 

r-----------------------------------------
! 0 Yes, send me your new 1988 ~atalog. 
: Name. ____________ _ _ 

! Address ____________ _ 
! City/State _________ Zip _ _ _ 

! $1.00 each # 12Xl9 
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It's a whole New Generation 
of side lever cocking, fixed 
barrel, magnum airguns, 
that will deliver in the power 
department. Ideal for sil
houette shooting and rodent/ 
pest control, both models 
available in calibers .177 
and .22. 

Total Length: 43" 
Barrel Length: 17" 
Weight: 83/4 lbs. 
Trigger Pull: 3.30 lbs. 
Cocking Effort: 33.06 lbs. 

ALL RWS DIANA AIRGUNS 
ARE PROTECTED BY A 
LIFETIME WARRANTY 

Introducing 
The NEW 
Club Pellet. 
Suitable 
for target \ 
and informal -

shooting.~- · 

THE RWS FAMILY OF 
HIGH QUALITY PELLETS 

FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

~{\ RWS MEISTERKUGELN 
-.:.\1\1 FOR TARGET SHOOTING 

~ ~ RWS SUPERPOINT FOR 
~PENETRATION 

, ~ RWS SUPER H POINT 
~' FOR EXPANSION 

, ~' RWS SUPERDOME FOR 
"""-" KNOCKDOWN POWER - -

A revolutionary new 
holster for speed 

shooting features an 
innovative new retention 

system that's fast 
yet secure! 

By Cameron Hopkins 

Safariland's new Final Option speed hol
ster distinguishes itself in many ways, 

one of which is its instructions. I've never 
used a holster that came with instructions, 
but this remarkable new design not only 
comes with directions, but two and a half 
typewritten pages worth, more words than 
this article! 

The Final Option is made for customized 
Government Model pistols with various 
compensator lengths and shapes. The fast, 
low-cut rig is designed by Combat Master 
Bill Rogers and is intended for IPSC and 
other fast-draw shooting competitions, like 
the Action Event of The Masters. 

The primary design feature of the Final 
Option is the method of retaining the gun 
securely while at the same time allowing a 
fast draw. The holster is cut low in front so 
you only need to lift the gun an inch or so 
before it's clear to punch toward the target. 

How, then, does such a skimpy design 
retain the gun? 

An ingenious locking block wraps 
around the trigger guard and secures the 
pistol firmly. Safariland warns that a hard 
blow from the rear can dislodge the gun. 

Despite the wordy instructions, the hol
ster works much like any other. You just 
stick the gun in and pull it out. However, 
the trigger guard locking device interferes 
slightly with a straight-down holstering of 
the pistol, so Safariland recommends that 
the gun be canted slightly forward as it's 
initially inserted, and then rocked back to 
lock into the trigger guard tension device. 

The speed of the draw is enhanced 
because the gun is completely free after it 
clears the locking device. There is no fric
tion of slide-against-leather on the draw. 

The Final Option is constructed with 
Safariland's unique Thermo-Laminate pro
cess, a patented method of sandwiching a 
plastic insert between layers of leather for 
rigid retention of the holster's shape. 

I find the Final Option an improvement 
over its predecessor, the Combat Assault. 
It is faster. The gun swings up on target 
smoothly and quickly, which is what this 
game of speed shooting is all about. 

For a complete color catalog illustrating 
the Final Option and the full line Safari-
1 and 's quality holsters, write to 
Safariland, Dept. AH, 1941 S. ..... 
Walker, Monrovia, CA, 91016. ~ 
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ROCK 'N' ROll #1 
fully Automatic 

Machine Gun fun 
The finest, most informative 
machine gun videotape ever 
produced. The FBI, CIA, and 
LAPD all have it! Complete 
info on history, size, weight, 
ca liber. and characteristics of 
UZI, M-16, AK-47, MAC-10, 
MINI 14, and over 15 more. 
45 minutes $49.95 

. ROCK 'N' ROLL #2 
More Guns, More fun 

Popular demand for 1/1 crea
ted the need for thi s tape. 
Features 20 d ifferent full auto 
machine guns with field-slrip
ping. THOMPSON, STEYR 
AUG, M-14, M60, MAUSER 
BROOMHANDLE, BAR, MP-
40, and ove r 14 more. 
60 minutes $49.95 

DEADLY EFFECTS 
Wound Ballistics 

Show s what bullets do to 
bodies. How to choose effec
tive handgun ammunition. 
The effects of bullet weight 
and bullet configuration. Stop
ping power, energy transfer, 
penetration and incapaci ta
tion. From the producers of 
Deadly Weapons. 
Over80 minutes. $95.00 

DEADLY WEAPONS 
Learn the truth about modern 
firearms. What they wi ll and 
will not do. Compares different 
calibers shooting through glass, 
in to ca r doors, at bu lletproof 
vest. even into auto fuel tanks! 
Thousands sold worldwide. 
See for yourse lf why the KGB, 
FBI, CIA and hundreds of 
police agencies have this tape. 
Over 100 minutes. $49.95 

•FLORDER MDEO •800-942-TAPE 
presents In CA (619) 569-4000 

60 Minutes ~toSlioot~ 
AND ACCURATELY 

The fastest shooters in the world show you how 
to shoot fast and accurately. Complete how-to 
information on equipment, draw, grip, sight 
picture, trigger pull ... It's all here plus lots 
more. Professionally produced with slow
motion, graphics, music and amp/ete nanation. 

$49.95 I 
Holiday Special. 

JBIJI. 

~ 
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GREEN 
BERETS 

SEN TRY 
NEUTRALIZATION 

.John Shaw 
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PISTOL MASTERS 
Sight picture, gi;p, trigger Jd, 
stance, twe of gun and ammo, 
practice methods, mental rot>-

cenlration ... it 's all covered 
in the best, pure " how-to" 
shoot combat pistol video 
available. Features Leatham, 
Enos, Barnhart, M cCormick, 
Plaxco, Joanne Hall , Spagnoli, 
Wil son and Chapman . 
60 minutes $49.95 

BOB MUNDEN 
The fastest Gun To Ever Live 
In credible fast draw display 
with live ammo. Complete 
how-lo for fanning and thumb
ing with Colt single action 
revolvers. Includes card split
ting with both pistol and rifle, 
aerial shoot ing, gun spinning 
and much, much more! 
75 minutes. $49.95 

GREEN BERETS 
Sentry Neutralization 

Green Beret stealthing and 
killing techniques for taking 
out enemy guards and sen
trys. You can learn the no 
nonesense fighting tech
niques of America's elite mil
itary fighting corp s. 
60 minutes. $59.95 

JOHN SHAW 
COMBAT SHOTGUN 

Self Defense and 
Combat Competition 

John Shaw is known world
wide as an excellent firearm s 
instructor. Learn all you need 
to know about combat shotgun 
shooting, sight picture, stance, 
grip , rapid target acquisition, 
pump vs. auto, chokes, pistol 
grips and much more. 
60 minutes $49.95 

Buy any THREE 
Get One FREE!! 

~ 
United Stares 

Marines 
1~ 

FIRESTORM 

, ..................... I 
""'" '"""" "' """ 

lrSCCMIMl"-lti Ctllff!o!., 

-- USPSA-
Nationa1 C~ampionships 

U.S.M.C. FIREPOWER 
The most awesome display 
of modern battle weapons 
ever recorded on videotape! 
See all the latest weapons 
carried and used by the U.S. 
Marines at an actual militi2'. 
demo including the M16 , 
M-60 M203 ~renade Launcn:. 
er, 60mm an 81 mm Mortar, 
Mark 19 Automatic Grenade 
Launcher, LAV-25, and the M-
220 Echo Tow Missile Ststem 
plus lots mgre. Plerityof racer. 
unpact an explosion scenes. 
90 minutes. $65.00 

FIRESTORM 
How to Handle & fire 

Fully Automatic Weapons 
Step-by-step demonstrations 
of submachine guns, assault 
rifles, light and heavy machine 
guns and more. Detailed in
formation, exp los ive action 
and exciting personal exper
; ~ nces by the most respected 
military small arms expert in 
the world today ... Peter Kokalis. 
60 minutes. $69.95 

THE STEEL CHALLENGE 
World Speed Shooting 

Championships 
The 1988 Steel Challenge 
Video features the fast and 
furious action of the most excit
ing pistol competition in the 
world . This videotape high
lights the"Super Squad" con
sisting of the fastest , most 
accurate shooters alive. 
ComP,lete P,lay-by:play narra
tion , interviews with the top 
shooters, slow-motion replay, 
freeze frame and much more. 
60 minutes $49.95 

USPSA NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

IPSC Combat Pistol Competition 
True combat pistol action fea
tu ring the best shooters in 
the world. Watch and learn 
as they go through the paces 
of the most realisti c combat 
courses ever designed. If you 
want to be a better combat 
shooter this tape is a must. 
Profess ionally produced, full 
color( slow motion, interviews 
and ots more. 
70 minutes $49.95 

MORE EXCITING VIDEOS 1'800-942-T APE 
Antt-Terrorism Weapons& Tactics .... $39.95 End of Trail ... . ...... ..... .... . ... . $49.95 
Navy Seals ............. ... ... .. ... $39.95 NRA Bianchi Cup .. ..... .. ......... $49.95 
Swat Tactics .. ........... .. .. ..... $59.95 Steel Challange . . . . ................ $49.95 
Concealed Weapons & Holsters . .. . $49.95 SOF 3-Gun ShooVCon.ention ..... . $39.95 
Paint Ball Weapons & Tactics . . . .. . . $49.95 Second O.ance Combat Shoot .. . ... $49. 95 
Woman's Guide To IPSC . . . .. . . ... . $49.95 Basics To Bullseye w/John Pride . . .. $39.95 
Self-Defense for Women ... ... . .... $49.95 Rifle Shooting Techniques .......... $39.95 
Metallic Cartridge Reloading ... . .. . $49.95 How To Sharpen Yoiw Knife ...... . . $39.95 
Millet Sights How To ....... . ...... $39.95 .45 Auto Pistol Video Manual. ..... . $39.95 

Call toll free to order and to ask about any tape in which you 
ar~ interested . We'll be happy to answer all of your questions. 

In CA (619) 569-4000 
Please send me the following videos: 

Please include $3.00 shipping and handling. 

AfAiiORDERViDEO EH~ 
7888 OSTROW STREET, #A 0 SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 92111 



HANDGUN HUNTING 
J.D.JONES 

• 338 WOODSWALKER IS A HOT WILDCAT 
CARTRIDGE WITH POWER AND ACCURACY 

Agood shot becomes a good shot only 
l'"\.through years of work on the fundamen
tals of shooting. Proper sight alignment and a 
smooth trigger pull are motor skills easily 
learned by most individuals. Progressing 
from the stage of having learned what to do 
and how to do it with excellence may require 
years to master. Practice by repetition of the 
task is by far the best training aid. Dry firing 
has been recommended as a good way to 
learn and it certainly is. However, nothing 
beats actually shooting. 

Shooting is expensive, though . Even 
shooting .22s or low cost reloads can eat a 
fairly deep hole in your pocket. Add in the 
bucks and time to get from your place of 
dwelling to a place to shoot safely and there is 
a lot of inconvenience involved. 

A new product for pistol shooters is a rig 
called Target Ranger. I suspect it will have a 
good reception with police training depart
ments and will prove a very valuable tool for 
anyone who wants to use it. This is an elec
tronic unit adaptable to most handguns to 
simulate the firing of a shot. No, it doesn't 
make a loud noise or any odor and is com
pletely compatible with indoor use. In fact , 
current units are only good for about 25 feet 
maximum range. The unit consists of a 9 volt 
battery operated electronic target which 
lights up to tell you it has been hit. An elec
tronic cartridge in the gun's chamber when hit 
by the firing pin generates a flash of light that 

is projected through an optical lens system 
and hopefully on to the bullseye of the elec
tronic target. No, you can't see the light, but it 
is there. 

The unit is hi-tech in manufacture and 
theory - reliable low tech in use. In short, it 
works. My test unit is set up in a four inch 
Colt MK V and the target across the room on 
the horns of a Hartebeest. The Colt lays on 
the desk and I find it irresistible to snap off a 
few shots a day with it. One problem is the 
fact the target has to be turned on - it shuts 
down by itself about five minutes after the 
last hit. 

The target has a yellow light to show it is 
on and a red light lights up when the bull is 
hit. Everyone in the shop plays with it occa
sionally. Tammy, my secretary, improved so 
rapidly in her ability to hit the target that it 
impressed me this might well be the way to 
go to make a game out of teaching beginners 
to shoot. It's fun. It's easy to see a jerked 
trigger or most other shooting errors. It's the 
old shooting gallery at home as well as being 
an invaluable training aid. 

The unit is packaged in a small, very tough 
foam fitted permanent storage box. Prices of 
the unit vary considerably. Six light gener
ators (cartridges) for revolvers obviously 
cost more than a single for auto pistols. None 
of the units are cheap- they aren't toys. Try 
Nu-Teck Ltd., Chester Research Park, Dept. 
AH, P.O. Box 540, Chester, CT 06412. Or 

Nu-Teck electronic dry firing kit 

call 203-5264372 for additional information 
and prices for your individual gun. Ask for 
Ivan Stein if you call. 

After having taken short courses in internal 
./"\.and terminal ballistics last summer I find 
the guys that are really into it don't operate in 
the old "feet per second" mode anymore . 
Velocities are more easily measured and dis
cussed in the kilometer per second (kps) 
mode than others. 

As a matter of interest, I don't think it 
would be at all difficult to build a gun capable 
of velocities in the 10-15,000 fps range. Of 
course it would have little practical use and 
bullets would definitely be a problem. But, 
don't be surprised to see "conventional" small 
arms operating in hypervelocities in another 
10 to 20 years. As a matter of interest, experi
mental guns for scientific uses capable of 
50,000 fps are currently available. 

Up to this point my knowledge of ballistics 
was almost purely self-taught. These courses 
generally reinforced several of my theories 
as fact , and provided a great deal of informa
tion that was very thought provoking. In my 
opinion, significant amounts of information 
published in the general run of the mill gun 
magazines contain a large amount of error in 
both theory and information presented as 
fact. I strongly recommend keeping an open, 
questioning mind when reading. Just because 
you read it doesn't mean it's true or fact . I-or 
anyone else-can write something I believe 
to be the simplest fact and still be wrong. 
A very large part of hunting takes place in 

./"\.the woods at relatively short ranges even 
though the majority of the press goes to the 
exotic long range cartridges. Handgun Hunt
ers Interna.tional is celebrating its tenth anni
versary in October and I've developed a 
cartridge to go with a low cost, limited edi
tion Contender. 

This model is called the Woodswalker. It is 
a flat-side, hard-chromed Contender with a 
Ruger white outline rear sight and the inter
changeable C-More nylon front sight. The 
barrel is a 10 inch bull. When you look 
through the sights you get the same sight 
picture as you do on a Super Blackhawk. It's 
like seeing an old friend . (These sights will 
also be available as replacement sights for 
T/Cs.) Pachmayr Gripper grips and forend 
complete the package. It has a special serial 
number and appropriate barrel engraving. 

The cartridge is called the .338 Woods
walker. It is unique in two areas. It is easily 
formed from RWS 8.15 x 46R brass and it 
will push the .338 200 grain Hornady flat 
nose and 210 grain Nosier Partition bullets to 
2000 fps. That figures out to about 1776 foot/ 
pounds energy with excellent bullet perfor
mance. If that power level isn't always 
desired, I've developed loads producing min
ute-of-angle accuracy with the 200 grain 
Hornady at down to around 1300 fps. At that 
point it feels like it's a popgun. 

If you would like full information on the 
rig send three bucks to HHI, P.O. Box 357 
Mag, Bloomingdale, OH 43910 and you 
will receive a copy of The Si.xgunner with a 
full description, load data ~ 
and photos. ~ 
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America's two hottest shooters 
see eye to eye on only one thing: 

THIY BOTH SHOOT SPRINGFIELDS 

',- , .. ,.. . . .· · .. ' Rob Leatham and Jerry Barnhart are as different as two 
winners can be. For instance: • Jerry's not a big guy, but he 

,;, · used a Springfield .45 ACP to win the '87 Steel Challenge, 
c·' afl4 to smoke the field at the '87 USPSA Nationals. Although 

Rob's big and burly, he used a smaller caliber Springfield .38 
Super to blaze his way to victory in the shootoffs at the '87 
Steel Challenge, the '87 Bianchi Cup and the '87 USPSA 
Nationals. • Rob's a veteran, with four USPSA National 
Championships, two IPSC World Championships, and a 
Triple Crown win to his credit. Jerry's a relative newcomer 
to the pro circuit, but he's already become one of America's 
pre-eminent pistoleros. • On the firing line, Rob is cool 

1.1 Safety and instruction manuals available from Springfield Armory. 
...... Always wear eye and ear protection when using any firearm. 

as a cucumber. Jerry is the picture of intensity as he 
psyches himself into his shooting stance. 

Differences aside, there's one thing on which Rob and 
Jerry do agree: To be the best, a shooter must use the best. 
That's why they're both shooting Springfield 1911-Al pistols 

again in 1988. 
They're not alone in their choice. In 1988 as in 1987, 

perennial winners like Brian Enos, Mike Plaxco, Chip 
McCormick, Wayne Bowker and Ken Tapp will be using 
Springfield pistols as members of Team Springfield's "A" team. 
And, America's most prominent master pistolsmiths are 
now building more custom Springfields than any other 
major brand. 

Just bow well did Springfield pistols perform in '87? Great! 
But this year, we'll do even better. Watch the results of 
America's most hotly contested competitions. You'll see 
more and more champions winning with Springfield pistols, 
and fewer and fewer shooting the has-beens and never
;~eres. Let's face it: You can't argue 
"'with success. That's a fact on 

which we all agree. 

Send $3 for current four 
color all-product catalog. 

SectionSR-9, 420 West Main Street, Geneseo. IL 61254 (309) 944·5631 
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1989 GUN DIGEST 
\9~'\ Edited by K!3!~n~~ition 

~\> Here's a sampling of this all-new edition of the 

#GD89 
s1795 

#fj.9 
s1~95 

world's biggest selling gun book: Duncan 
Long writes of Bill Ruger's own best loved gun 
design-the Ruger 22 autoloading pistol. Gad 
Rousing tells the story of John Ericsson, whose 
engineering when coupled with Dahlgren's 
guns, changed the course of naval warfare 
forever. R.L. Wilson on how it has once again 
become respectable to sell firearms through 
Park Avenue's fashionable auction houses. 
Noted thriller writer Donald Hamilton returns to 
his once-favorite rifle hunting after a 15 year 
layoff. Bob Bell takes a look at why big-lensed 
scopes work so well in the dark. Holt Bodinson 
on the rediscovery of the old centerfire small
game rifle in the New Southwest. A huge 
catalog section contains the latest prices and 
specifications for all U.S. and imported firearms 
on the market today. Plus much more. 480 
8112" x 11 " pages. 

HANDGUNS'89 
All New 1st Edition 

By Wiley M. Clapp 
A brand new annual! The complete guide to 
what's happening now in the world of hand
guns, the ammo that feeds them and the over
all handgun scene. Testtire reports on the 
Beretta 92SB-F (M9), Ruger's new P-85, the 
Smith & Wesson Classic Hunter, Colt's lOmm 
Delta Elite and the Springfield Omega. Plus the 
Competition Browning , the Ruger GP-100 and 
the LAR Griuly. Full coverage of the custom 
handgun world. Kerby Smith reports on hand
gun competition . Bob Davis on handgun hunt
ing th e javelina. Ken Hackathorne, the 
authority , looks at defensive handgunning. 
Larry Kelley reviews a wheelgun for Africa. How 
to test your handgun. A photo essay on grips 
for the Colt 45 Auto. The outdoorsman and the 
Magnum era. An enlightened study of the Big 
Brawny, Colt's last big revolver. A review of 
handgun ammunition. Plus much more. 224 
8112" x 11" pages. 

By Edward A. Matunas 
This a ll-new edition is a must for the how-to's of 
safe and successful metalHc cartridge reload
ing. Includes a greatly revised and expanded 
data section covering nearly 100 popular 
cartridges as well as powders, bullet weights 
and optimum game loads. Step-by-step 
reloading in a photo intensive chapter. A look 

. ' at why poor accuracy occurs and how to cor
rect the problems. A discussion on primers 
shows how they' re made and how they should 
be handled. Selecting the right bullet. The work
ings of chamber pressure and how to interpret 
visual pressure signs. A review of brass cartridge 
cases and how to properly inspect cases for 
deterioration. A new approach to determining 
the optimum game weight for any load. Useful 
re loading accessories. Ways to avoid common 
reloading errors. 320 8112" x 11 " pages. 

1989 GUNS ILLUSTRATED 

$#G~9 1 :>95 

21st Edition 
Edited by Harold A. Murtz 
Cameron Hopkins looks at the 425 Express, 
which is designed to bridge the gap between 
the 375 Magnum and the 458 Winchester. 
Sam Fadala gives useful tips for using the 
blackpowder shotgun. Oscar Tamenne 
reviews the French Model 1935 seNice pistols. 
The AMT Automag II. the first truly successful 
autoloader chambered for the powerful 22 
WMR cartridge, is studied by Jim Gosnell. Rick 
Fines discusses Dr. Lemat's revolver- a unique 
and innovative firearm that just came along 
atthe wrong time. Howard French on cast bul
lets. Jim Thompson examines copies and near 
duplicates of the old Colt Single Action Army 
Revolver. The originals are collector's items, 
but thanks to Navy Arms replicas, we can now 
see just how well (or poorly) they shot. Much 
more. Plus our extensive catalog section of all 
U.S. and imported firearms on the market 
today. 320 8 /2" x 11 " pages. 

ABC'S OF RELOADING 

#Al'fi4 $1495 

4th Edition 
By Dean A. Grennell 
All-new edition of this best selling guide fea
tures all the basics and more for the beginner 
and experienced reloader. Full coverage of 
handgun, rifle and shotshell reloading. Setting 
up a reloading bench and avoiding common 
mistakes. Shopping for components such as 
cases, powder, primers, bullets and shot. 
Coverage of bulletmaking from sizing and 
lubrica•ion to swaging. Metallurgy of typical 
casting alloys and possibilities for hardening 
the cast bullet. How to program an inexpen
sive pocket computer to generate your own 
ballistics tables . Sources for load data. 
Developing load data for cartridges on which 
no data is available. Techniques for testing for 
accuracy. Making your own reloading equip
ment. Used with the reloading manuals, the 
book will guide you into easy familiarity with the 
reloading process. All in Grennell's inimitable 
style. 288 8112" x l l "pages. 

KNIVES '89 
9th Edition 

Edited by Ken Warner 
This all-new edition examines all the hot and 
trendy knife designs, factory and handmade. 
A report on the burgeoning interest in knives as 
art in Norway and how it has carried Nor
wegian knives to new levels. Th& knives and ef
forts of Floyd Nichols, another in the Midwest's 
lineup of World War II cutlers, are com
memorated from his journals. A discussion on 
use and abuse tests of knives. An appreciation 
of the last 20 years of p rogress in the one-at-a 
time making of knives by hand. Standard fold
ing knives such as multi-blades, working folders 
and fancy folders are examined. A continuing 
look at cable Damascus. The increasing 
popularity of miniature knife collecting. Stand
ard straight knives such as Bowies , fighters, 
hunters and daggers. A detailed photo index 
plus the single best state-by-state directory of 
sources for fine knives and accessories. Much 
more. 256 8 1 /2"x l l " pages. 
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BEGINNER'S GUIDE 
~~'\ TO GUNS and SHOOTING 

~\> Revised Edition 
By Clair F. Rees 
Revised and expanded edition of the "How to" 
book for beginning shooters. The perfect 
teaching tool for America's youth, the future 
of our sport, or novices of any age. All the 
basics of understanding firearms, how they 
work and how to safely use them. Learn to 
shoot handguns, shotguns, rifles and airguns. 
Proper care such as cleaning and storage. 
How to choose your first firearm.The basics of 
ballistics to give the reader a working 
knowledge of ammunition. Tips on hitting 
moving objects. How to use sights correctly. 
Target shooting with a shotgun. An overview 
on the history of guns. Handloading as a cost
saving alternative to store-bought ammo. 
Safety and courtesy on and off the firing 
range. Plus a glossary of specialized terms. 224 
81

/ 2" x 11 " pages. 

METALLIC SILHOUETTE 
SHOOTING 

2nd Edition 
By Elgin Gates 
When, where and how it all started. The first 
organized handgun silhouette competition 
and the 10th anniversary match. A history of 
the International Handgun Metallic Silhouette 
Association. IHMSA rules, guns and cartridges, 
reasons for its popularity. Outstanding records 
from the first twelve years of competition. 
Handloading for handgun silhouette, the only 
practical and economical way to compete 
in the sport. Over-the-counter, out-of-the-box 
factory production guns. Complete loading 
data for all silhouette revolvers by caliber. The 
outlook for the future of the sport. A history of 
the development and refinement of revolv
ers. Useful handgun tips. IHMSA handgun sil-

1:~
:2 houette rules for big bore, .22 and field com-

$ 95 petition, and templates for IHMSA silhouette 
targets. 256 81 h" x 11 " pages. 

BASS FISHERMAN'S 
DIGEST 

By Chris Christian 
All about America's most popular gamefish: 
largemouth, smallmouth and spotted bass. 
Habitats, ranges, spawning, lifespans. How 
bass function in their environment; how the 
angler can use this to his advantage. Bass 
gear-rods, reels, lines, leaders. Popular knots. 
Closeup on bass boats, including how to set 
one up. Depthfinders, PH meters, color 
meters. Accessories: sun glasses, life vests, 
hook sharpeners. How to select, modify and 
retrieve lures-blade baits, plastic worms and 
jigs, crank baits, topwater lures, finesse baits
plus when, where and how they'll work best. 
Where to find bass in lakes, rivers, man-made 
reservoirs. How the pros use bass patterns to 
pinpoint depth and cover conditions bass are 
using. A basic how-to lesson on fly fishing for 
bass, trophy hunting tips and a look at the 
bass tournament boom. 256 81 h"x 11 " pages. 

AIR GUN DIGEST 
2nd Edition 

By J.I. Galan 
Everything from A to Z on air gun history , 
trends and technology. An in-depth look at 
the basic air gun powerplant types 
(pneumatic, spring-piston and C02) , includ
ing recent variations in all three. Tips on select
ing an air gun, for the novice as well as the 
seasoned air gunner. Tips on air gun main
tenance. An overview of air gun ammo. An 
examination of hunting with air guns, con
sidering practical range, ballistics, caliber 
selection and the quarry. A report on the 
magnum air rifle, including its limitations and 
possible consequences of the quest for 
higher power levels in air guns. A peek at the 
incredibly precise match air rifles and pistols. 
The air-soft gun and its uses. A report on 
paintball guns and their almost overnight 
popularity. A review of a ir gun safety. Plus a 
look a t air gun competition from BB- guns to 
the Olympics. 256 81 h"x 11 • pages. 

THE GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 

KNIVES 3rd Edition 
By Jack Lewis & Roger Combs 
All-new edition covers practically every 
aspect of the knife world. In-depth report on 
foreign and domestic knife manufacturers. A 
look at steel and its properties, including tech
niques of hardening, how it"s formed, cut and 
sharpened in the factory. Plus a report on 
Damascus stee l. An examination of the 
decorative aspects of knives such as scrim
shaw, engraving, etching, grinding, stamp
ing , coloring steel and handle materials. 
Detailed report on knife collecting plus an in
depth look at the Swiss army knife. Special use 
knives such as fishing and skinning with a 
detailed look at fighting knives. A look at war 
knives including the Ka-Bar, parachute, 
sailors, pilot and CIA knives. An examination 
of the bayonet. Fuel for the controversy over 
the original knife used by Jim Bowie at the 
Alamo. Knives of the movies. Much more. 256 
81h"x 11 " pages. 

FLAYDERMAN'S GUIDE 
TO ANTIQUE AMERICAN 
FIREARMS ... And Their 

Values 4th Edition 
By Norm Flayderman 
This all-new edition lets you know which guns 
are hot and which are not with completely 
updated prices and historical information. 
3,585 models and variants are described with 
all marks and specifications for quick iden
tification . 2,790 firearms are individually 
priced with full information on how to assess 
values. 1,495 large scale photographs ac
company model descriptions. No facet of an
t ique American arms collecting is 
short-changed; tells how to identify, how to 
evaluate, how to build a viable, significant 
collection. A standardized numbering system 
is included, plus extensive cross referencing 
and indexing. And, each chapter or chap
ter sub-group has a bibliography along with 
the author's comments. 624 81 h"x 11" pages. 

SEE DETAILS ON FOLLOWING PAGES. 27 
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HANDGUN DIGEST 
By Dean A. Grennell 
A c omplete overview of 
handguns. Test-firing techn i
ques and equipment. Hand
gun hunting. A look a t 
numerous guns and 
c artridges . Special applica
t ions. Future trends . Much 
more . 256 pages. 
#HAND ...... . $12.95 

HANDLOADER'S DIGEST 
11th Edition 
Edited by Ken Warner 
Top writers in the field con
tribute helpful information on 
techniques and components. 
Greatly expanded catalog of 
all currently available loading 
tools. chronographs and ac
cessories. 352 pages. 
#HD11 ...... . $15.95 

GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 
FIREARMS ASSEMBLY/ 
DISASSEMBLY 
By J.B. Wood 
Field-stripping and complete 
takedown and reassembly of 
201 popular firearms with 
ph o tos and text describing 
each step. Each book contains 
288-320 pages. 
ORDER INDIVIDUALLY 

GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 
PISTOLSMITHING 
By Jack Mitchell 
Covers smoothing , tuning , 
timing. joining , metal temper
ing , rebarrelling , troubleshoot
ing . accurizing , installing & 
altering sights, making re
placement parts. Kits for a 45 
auto. rebuilding a junker pis
tol. 288 pages. 
#PIST ...... . $12.95 ,__ ______ _ 
BOLT ACTION RIFLES 
Revised Edition 
By Frank de Haas 
Definitive work covering all 
major designs since the 
Mauser of 18 71. Detai led 
coverage of over 110 turnbolt 
actions-how they function , 
takedown / assembly , 
strengths & weaknesses . 
d imensional specs. 448 pages. 
#BAR ...... . $14.95 

SHOTGUN DIGEST 
~ 3rd Edition 

Edited by Jack Lewis 
How to improve your pass 
shooting . Reduce recoil. 
Select a shotgun for security. 
Reload for steel shot. Plus slug 
performance. Hunter's clays 
and much. much more. 256 
pages. 
#SD3 . . . . . . . . $12.95 

GUN DIGEST TREASURY 
6th Edition 
Top articles from the first 40 
years of GUN DIGEST along 
with complete indexes to all 
editions of GUN DIGEST. 
HANDLOADER ' S DIGEST. 
GUNS ILLUSTRATED and GUN 
DIGEST HUNTING ANNUAL. 320 
pages. 
#GDT6 . . .. .. . $14.95 

THE GUN DIGEST BOOK 
OF 9mm HANDGUNS 
By Grennell & Clapp 
Covers the cartridge and the 
guns that have been made 
for it in greater depth than 
any other work available . 
Side-by-side ammo testfi re 
reports using the Beretta 
Model 92F. Evaluation of over 
50 guns. 256 pages. 
#9MM . . . . . . . $12.95 

GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 
HANDGUN RELOADING 
By Grennell & Clapp 
The reloading cycle from 
beginning to end. Topics in
clude: how to select tools, ter
minal ballistics of handgun 
cartridges. testing the reload 
and much much more. 256 
pages. 
#HR . ....... $12.95 

PART I: AUTOMATIC PISTOLS 
#ASSl . $12.95 
PART II: REVOLVERS 
#ASS2 . $12.95 
PART Ill: RIMFIRE RIFLES 
#ASS3 . . . $12.95 
PART IV: CENTERFIRE RIFLES 
#ASS4 . $12.95 
PART V: SHOTGUNS 
#ASS5 . $12.95 
PART VI: LAW ENFORCEMENT WEAPONS 
#ASS6 $12.95 

RIFLESMITHING 
By Jack Mitchell 
Covers locking systems. 
proven designs. triggers. 
safeties. barrel riflinQ/ crown
ing . bedding , bolt ieweling . 
installing scope mounts and 
sling swivels , metallic rifle 
sights, stocks. forearms. more. 
256pages. 
#RIFL . . . . . . . $12.95 

THE TRAPPER'S 
HANDBOOK 
By Rick Jamison 
All the ins and outs of success
ful trapping from making 
scent to marketing the pelts. 
Covers coyote. red and gray 
fox . skunk, opposum, badger. 
muskrat, mink, beaver and 
raccoon . 224 pages. 
#THB ....... $12.95 

TRAP& SKEET 
SHOOTING 
By Art Blatt 
Understanding the game . 
How to shoot and win. A look 
at today 's competition shot
guns. How to improve scores 
thru proper tournament prep. 
Complete rules for American 
trap & Skeet. Fully illustrated. 
288pages. 
#SKEE . . . . . . $12.95 

THE COMPLETE GUIDE 
TO GAME CARE AND 
COOKERY 
By Sam Fadala 
Fadala's unique approach 
covers everything from har
vesting and preparation to 
cooking and serving. Learn to 
butcher. bone. can. smoke. 
age, but best of all , enjoy. 288 
pages. 
#GAME . . . . . . $12.95 

28 SEE DETAILS ON FACING PAGE. 

COMBAT 
HANDGUNNERY 
By Jack Lewis & Jack Mitchell 
From the basics to competi
tion training and exercises. 
Coverage of the Bianchi 
Cup, the Steel Challenge 
and World Championships 
with diagrams and how to 
shoot courses. 288 pages. 
#COMB ...... $12.95 

RELOADING FOR 
SHOTGUNNERS ,2nd Ed. 
Edited by R.S.L. Anderson 
Expanded . fully up-dated 
reloading tables and bushing 
charts for every major press 
and component maker. All
new articles. big Q&A sec
tion. Complete catalog of 
p resses. components, and 
accessories. 256 pages. 
#RFS2 . ... .. $12.95 

HOME GUNSMITHING 
DIGEST, 3rd Ed. 
By Tommy L. Bish 
Repair, restoration, remodel
ing for every gun owner. 
Metal: plating, inlaying. 
soldering. Wood : gluing, 
coloring , filling , finishing . 
Tools: choosing, sharpening, 
care. 256 pages. 
#HG3 . ...... $12.9 

SHOTGUN 
GUNSMITHING 
By Ralph Walker 
One of the nation's premier 
shotgun specialists explains 
the principles and practices 
of repairing. individualizing 
and accuriz1ng modern scat
terguns. Much here never 
covered before. 256 pages. 
#SHSM . . . . . . $12.95 

SUCCESSFUL DEER 
HUNTING 
By Sam Fadala 
Fadala tells what has worked 
best for him , cove ring 
habitat, hunting techniques. 
guns and equipment . 
butchering in the fields and 
preparing the harvest for the 
table. 288 pages. 
#SDH ....... $12.95 

TURKEY HUNTER'S 
DIGEST 
By Dwain Bland 
A complete no-nonsense 
approach to hunting all five 
subspecies by America 's top 
wild turkey hunter and guide. 
Hunting techniques, photog
raphy, taxide rmy . trophy 
hunting, recipes. much 
more. 256 pages. 
#THO ....... $12.95 

HOLIDAY 
SPECIAL 



* 0 

o HOLIDAY SPECIAL • Lm· 
'"•: Buy One IDBI! Book, Get One Free! o 0 ~~ 
o WE'LL PAY THE POSTAGE. YOU CAN CHARGE IT, TOO! (SEE COUPON) 0 

't' 
THE GUN DIGEST BOOK 
OF ASSAULT WEAPONS 
Edited by Jack Lewis 
A detailed analysis of assault
type weapons. including testfi re 
reports of the latest full and 
semi-autos: centerfires. rimfires 
and shotguns. Plus design 
trends and new philosophies. 
more. 256 pages. 
#AW ........ $12.95 

THE GUN DIGEST BOOK 
OF MODERN GUN VALUES 
6th Edition 
By Jack Lewis 
Updated and expanded edi
tion of the book that's become 
the standard for valuing 
modern firearms. Covers the 
current values of all non-military 
guns introduced from 1900-
1985. 448 pages. 
#MGV6 . . . . . . $15.95 
THE COMPLETE BLACK 
POWDER HANDBOOK 
By Sam Fadala 
Everything from proper lubes 
and rifling twist to do-it-yourself 
accessories. Plus surefire load
ing methods. ballistics. safety. 
successful shooting t ips. 320 
pages. 
#BPHB . . . . . . $12.95 

ARCHER'S DIGEST 
4th Edition 
Edited by Roger Combs 
The latest techniques. equip
ment and accessories fo r 
bowhunting. field archery. tar
get shooting. si lhouette and 
flight shooting . Plus index of 
equipment manufacturers. 256 
pages. 
#AD4 .... ... $12.95 

MILITARY SMALL ARMS 
OF THE 20TH CENTURY 
5th Edition 
By Ian V. Hogg & John Weeks 
New pistols. sub-machine guns. 
bolt action ri fles. anti-tank rifles 
and machine guns. inc. USSR 
ASK SMG. FN BGM-15s WA 2000 
Sn iping rifles . Browning's DA 
Compact pistol. 304 pages. 
#MSA5 . . . . . . $16.95 

GUN COLLECTOR'S 
DIGEST 
4th Edition 
Edited by Joseph J. Schroeder 
Discussions on Nagant revolv
ers. the original Mauser KAR98. 
muzzleloading cannons. History 
of the modern bayonet. Fakes. 
gun importing problems. impor
tance of condition. Photo es
says. Much more. 224 pages. 
#GC4 . . . . . . . $12.95 

GUN DIGEST BLACK 
POWDER LOADING 
MANUAL 
By Sam Fadala 
Extensive load table data on 
the most popular b lack pow
der g uns. plus articles on the im
po rta nc e of the patch. 
prope lla nts. much more. 224 
pages. 
#BPLM . . .... $13.95 

BOWHUNTER'S DIGEST 
2nd Edition 
By Chuck Adams 
This edition p resents both the 
basic skill s and subt let ies of 
bringing down game o n the 
hoof or wing. Covers a ll the 
necessary equipment and how 
to use it , plus the fine points to 
improve your skills. 288 pages. 
#BOW2 . . . . . . $12.95 

COMPLETE GUIDE TO CROSSBOWS 
BOWHUNTING DEER Edited by Roger Combs 
By Chuck Adams From basic h istory and 
Covers equipment. basic and mechanics to expansive 

CARTRIDGES OF 
THE WORLD 

bi~~~m 5th Edition 
By Frank C. Barnes 
Completely up-dated. this en
cyclopedic work covers the 
d imensions. perfo rmance 
parameters. physical charac
teristics for over 1.000 different 
cartridges in one well-or 
ganized book. 416 pages. 
#COWS . . . . . . $16.95 
MODERN 
LAW ENFORCEMENT 
WEAPONS & TA CTI CS 
By Wiley M. Clapp 
An in-depth look at weapons. 
equipment and tactics used by 
law enforcement agencies. Ex
amines basic guns and special 
situation weapons & equip
ment. 256 pages. 
#MLEW . . . . . . $13.95 

Buy one of the DBI books shown in this ad and get 
another DBI book FREE! 
(a) Buy any book(s) in this ad at retail price . 
(b) For each book you buy. you may select a 
second book from this ad of the same price or 
less FREE! 
(c) We pay all the postage and handling costs. 
(d) This offer is restricted to purchases made by 
mail order from this ad only. 

A B C 
I'm Buying Retail Send These 
These Price FREE! 

Book# Book # 

Book# Book# 
s 

Book# Book# 

Book# Book# 
s 

Book# Book# 

Book# Book# 
advanced shooting techni- coverage of major manufac-
ques. Plus common animal be- turers and importers. including Book # Book # 
haviors and habitats. stalking. specs and photos. Covers both Column 'B" Total U.S. S 
stillhunting. hunting from stands. hunting and target shooting. Please check one: 
field care and tips on improving accessories as well as legisla- 0 I enclose full payment by check or money 
accuracy. 256 pages. tive trends. 192 pages. order. U.S. Dollars Only. 

#BOWD .. .. . . $12.95 #CROSS · · · · · $1 o.95 0 Charge my c redit card [•B•[ [ ~·· ,,1 

1--------------~-~--'------------------__, 0 Mastercard 0 Visa ·-
LEVINE'S GUIDE TO KNIFE VALUES 
By Bernard R. Levine Acct. No. ___________ _ _ _ 
Organized like a field guide. this revolutionary book identifies and values almost Exp. Date _______ ______ _ 
every knife of every type including custom and handmade through cross-referenc-
ing pictorial keys and brand lists for folders. and pictorial identification for fixed Signature ____________ _ _ 
blades. Alphabetical listing of brands including location. dates and value of each 
one. Translations of foreign words found on knives. Histories of major b rands. Major Phone No. (_) __________ _ _ 
bowie section. Extensive coverage of foreign. exotic. primitive. commemorative 1 O DA y MONEY BACK 
and limited editions. Helpful info on buying and selling knives for p rofit and enjoy- -
ment. the resole market. p reservation and storage. organizing and displaying a col- GUARANTEE. 
lection. and spotting fakes. Plus list of specialist dealers. 480 pages. ALLOW 4-5 WEEKS FOR 
#LGKV . . .... . $19.95 DELIVERY. 

HOLIDAY 
SPECIAL 

GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 
SPORTING DOGS 
By Carl P. Wood 

DBI BOOKS, INC. Dept. Y777 
4092 Commercial Ave .. Northbrook. IL 60062 
Name ______________ _ 

Address _ ___________ _ _ 
City ____________ _ _ 

State Zip ____ _ _ 
Offer Expires February 28, 1989. 

Tra ining philosophies. kennel
ing. yard breaking. problem 
dogs. care and feedi ng. 
Covers foxhounds. coon
hounds and other 'treeing 
breeds. beagles. flushing 
breeds. retrievers and squirrel 
dogs. 256 pages. 
#DOG . . . . . . . $11.95 

U.S. & Canada only. Sorry, no APO's or FPO's. 
Check. money order or credit card data must ac-

orn r. Pie t d c h . 
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Sl1UETAS 
JOHNTAFFIN 

WHY JOHNNY CAN'T SHOOT: SILHOUETTE 
SHOOTERS WOULD IMPROVE BY READING 

J ohnny can't read!" has been a major 
criticism of education in the '70s and 

'80s. Statistics tell us that we are fast 
becoming an illiterate nation with reading 
being a low priority. Why read when we 
can watch T. V.? The problem may not be a 
case of can't , but won't read. 

I often ask a fellow shooter a question 
only to be met with a blank stare. Some
thing that I would expect every handgunner 
to be informed about often turns out to be a 
subject that is a mystery. The reason , of 
course, is that many shooters, like the rest 
of the population, are simply not well
read . 

When I started shooting as a teenager 
back in the '50s, there was no such thing as 
a gun magazine. The closest was The 
American Rifleman and the hunting and 
fishing magazines. In 1955, Guns appeared 
and was followed in the late '50s and early 
'60s by Guns & Ammo, Gun World, and 
Shooting Times. The '70s and '80s have 
witnessed the introduction of a number of 
gun magazines, not the least of which is 
American Handgunner, the first publica
tion dedicated exclusively to handguns 
founded in 1976. With all the new develop
ments in handguns being covered in so 
many publications, there is simply no 
excuse for anyone not to be informed as to 
what is going on . 

What about silhouetters? What publica
tions are available for the silhouetter to 
help him better understand the game, learn 
about the latest developments, find that 
"perfect" load , and even to be able to con
verse intelligently with other silhouetters? 

For ease of reference, I will divide the 
reading material of greatest interest to sil
houetters into three categories: Loading 
Manuals, Periodicals, and Books. All of 
those that follow should be on every sil
houetters bookshelf. 

LOADING MANUALS 
Hodgdon Data Manual #25 contains a 

special section on silhouette loads cover
ing 23 different cartridges ranging from 
the . 223 Remington through the .45 
Winchester Magnum plus information on 
bullets, powder, etc. 

Hornady Handbook of Cartridge 
Reloading, Third Edition offers a special 
section on the favorite single shot of sil
houetters , the Thompson/Center Con
tender covering 10 cartridges plus trajec
tory tables specifically for short and long 
range silhouetting and also very helpful 
wind drift tables. 

Lyman Reloading Handbook 46th Edi-

tion also has a special section on the 
Thompson/Center Contender covering 16 
cartridges from the .22 Jet through the .45 
Colt plus an enormous amount of excellent 
information on cast bullets . 

Sierra Bullets Reloading Manual con
tains special trajectory tables for revolver 
silhouette cartridges plus a small section 
on silhouette shooting. Like the Hornady 
Manual, this one needs to be updated as 
they are both 10 years old and a lot of new 
developments have occurred that are not 
covered. 

Speer Reloading Manual Number 11 
does not have a specific section for sil
houtte cartridges but information is found 
within the regular handgun loading data. 
This is the newest manual available and 
covers silhouette cartridges that are di ffi
cult to find elsewhere, namely the .32 Mag
num , . 32 - 20, 7mm International 
Rimmed, and the .454 Casull. 

Silhouetters should not choose from the 
above but have all them available for refer
ence. All of these manuals are available at 
local gunshops and quite often at local 
bookstores. 

PERIODICALS 
American Handgunner, strangely 

enough, with the multitude of gun maga
zines available, is the only one that offers a 
regular column on silhouetting. The fact 
that you are reading this affirms that you 
are interested in keeping informed and we 
will try to continue to bring the latest 
developments to readers both in Siluetas 
and in feature articles. 

The Silhouette is the official publication 
of IHMSA (International Handgun Metal
lic Silhouette Association , P.O. Box 1609, 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 83403) and available to 
members only. Membership in IHMSA is 
$20 annually. IHMSA has been, and con
tinues to be, the major force in silhouet
ting. The Silhouette is filled with useful 
information on the newest guns and car
tridges that is not available elsewhere. 
Match scores are published from around 
the country. 

IHMSA members and The Silhouette 
have been on the leading edge of both gun 
and cartridge development for silhouetters 
and are responsible for most of the 
improvements in silhouette pistols and dis
semination of information to silhouetters. 
The Silhouette is strongly pro-IHMSA, but 
even if one only shoots under NRA rules 
and in NRA matches, this is still a valuable 
publication for the new equipment and 
loading information each issue contains. 

Shooting Sports USA is the official NRA 
competition publication and has replaced 
Tournament News . Since it covers all 
aspects of competition under NRA rules, 
silhouetting is but a small part of this pub
lication . Dates are published for silhouette 
matches , both Hunter Pistol and Long 
Range. Subscription price is $10 a year for 
non-competitors and free to NRA competi
tion shooters. Available from NRA (1600 
Rhode Island Avenue, NW, Washington , 
DC 20036) . Subscribers also receive 
information in booklet form on the NRA 
National Silhouette Championships. 

National Silhouette Report is a brand 
new publication with the first issue mailed 
in July 1988. Billed as an independent pub
lication with no ties to either NRA or 
IHMSA , it is available for $12 per year 
from National Silhouette Report , 4141 
Casa Loma Avenue, Yorba Linda , CA 
92686. Unlike The Silhouette , this publica
tion does accept advertising from man
ufacturers, gunsmith , etc., and the first ad 
that appears consists of a full page from 
Freedom Arms whose silhouette pistols do 
not qualify under the IHMSA price ceiling 
rule, but are being used in NRA competi
tion. NSR's stated purpose is to publish 
match reports and provide an exchange of 
information between silhouetters and 
provide an open forum for gunsmiths and 
manufacturers. 

BOOKS 
The Gun Digest Book of Silhouette 

Shooting by Elgin Gates , president of 
IHMSA, was published in 1979 and is out 
of print but still found on the shelves of 
bookstores. It has been replaced by The 
Gun Digest Book of Silhouette Shooting, 
2nd Edition which is available for $12.95 
from DBI Books (4092 Commercial Ave
nue, Northbrook , IL 60062) or members 
can purchase it for $9. 95 through IHMSA . 
Both of these books contain a wealth of 
information about cartridge development , 
sixguns and single-shots, unlimited guns, 
cast bullets, accuracy, the price ceiling, etc. 
Much loading data is included and one of 
the few sources for loading data for sil
houetting with the .45 Colt. Excellent 
information, but the 2nd Edition's negative 
remarks about Elmer Keith and Freedom 
Arms should have been edited out. 

Reloading Guide For Handgun 
Accuracy is a comprehensive handbook 
that was compiled by silhouetters Riley, 
Shaver, and Stringfellow and is an 
extremely valuable reference work. Pub
lished in 1982, it is still available to 
IHMSA members for $8.95. Bullet and 
powder selections, plus accuracy loads are 
given for eight production single-shots, 16 
unlimited guns, but only three revolvers, 
.357 Magnum, .41 Magnum , and .44 Mag
num. It predates the SuperMag revolvers 
and Field Pistol , so it needs to be updated . 

Shooting Steel is a 420 page book that 
bears the distinction of containing the most 
handgun information ever compiled 
between two covers. Consisting of reprints 
from The Silhouette from 1977-1986, it is 
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jammed with loading data, handgun tests, 
cast bullet information, performances of 
top shooters, etc. Since it predates the price 
ceiling rule, there is a section on silhouet
ting with the .454 plus information on the 
wildcat .44 SuperMag pre-dating the pres
ent Dan Wesson .445 SuperMag. This 
writer is pleased to be the author of 12 of 
the articles reprinted in Shooting Steel. 
Available to IHMSA members for $18.95. 

A well-equipped reloading bench is a 
necessity for success in silhouetting. So is 
a well-stocked bookshelf. Many of us 
spend much trial and error time looking for 
handgun loads that could easily be found 
by simply perusing the above publications. 
Reading can save time, money, and avoid a 
great deal of unnecessary ~ 
experimentation . READ! ~ 

Ivory Grips: 
Going, Going ••• 

Custom grip maker extraordinaire Roy 
Fishpaw checks in to alert readers of Amer
ican Handgunner that his supplier of ivory 
has terminated importation of ivory due to 
skyrocketing prices. "There ain't gonna be 
no more ivory after this is gone," Roy 
laments, "so if anyone ever wants a pair, 
they better get em quick." 

Roy sent a copy of a letter from BG! 
Distributors of Botswana, with offices in 
such exotic places as Gaborone, Kasane, 
Mahalapye and Palapye, stating that ivory 
has leaped from $82 a pound to over $275 
per pound. In the letter to its US importer, 
BG! states, '/\s a result of the unbelievable 
price increase in ivory that overseas buyers 
(Japanese) were prepared to pay for the 
recent Harare Auction of ivory, I have 
decided it is no longer feasible to supply 
you with ivory." 

The US importer then informed Roy 
that , "I will be closing my ivory business 
when inventory is depleted." 

If you have ever desired a set of genuine 
ivory grips, it's now or never. They're 
going, going ... 

For more information on the exquisite 
ivory grips available from Roy Fishpaw, 
write fast to him at 101 Primrose Lane, 
Lynchburg, VA , 24501 . 

We just turned 
your living room 

into a target range. -
~ 

TARGET RANGER gives you operates exactly as it does with 
the freedom to practice live ammo. The firing pin strikes 
anytime, anywhere with your the cartridge and the target lights 
own handgun! up when you hit a bull's-eye. 

The heart of the TARGET RANGER Now there's no need to travel to a 
system is an electronic cartridge range or buy costly ammunition 
that fires a beam of .-----==-==-i-.------. and targets. No wear 
light from your gun or damage to your 
to the target faster gun, no need to 
than a live bullet. It wear ear protectors. 
will last 50,000 firings And TARGET 
or more. RANGER is 
Your handgun completely safe. 

Infrared Beam 

\ 

Light
Sensitive Target 

Registers 
Bull's-eye! 

Practice in the o ffice ! Pract ice ou tdoors/ 

=PA D.,..u_.,. ... UANP-:::in 
a iiiiaii• ~-· Uiilila= 
Try TARGET RANGER without risk. 
Mail the coupon below or call 
TOLL-FREE: 
1-800-274-2769 

Durable Cmy1ng C~se 
Holds and Pro[ec.t\ 
Compleie Sy<>ieml ----------------------·- .. __ _ I want to try 0 Check or Charge my credit card: 

-

money order enclosed. 0 MasterCard 0 Visa 
(CT residents add 7.5% sales tax) 

without risk! card No. . 

Send TARGET RANGER for a 30-day trial 
without risk. My enclosed full payment 
of only S 195.00 will be refunded at once 
1f I am not completely satisfied with 
TARGET RANGER. 

Name 

Address 

Cit 

State Zi 

Ex . Date 

Signature 

IMPORTANT: Please provide th is information on your handgun. 

Make 

Model 

Caliber D 9mm D .38/.357 D .45 ACP 

Barrel Length inches. 

Mail To 

NUf£0\ PO. Box 540. 
Chester. CT 0641 2 

PH88 Guaranteed delivery before Christmas on orders received by Dec. 16, 1988. 
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The 
Gold 

Standard 
If you have been mining for 
gold in a pistol powder, pan 
some Accurate No. 2. Ac
curate is setting a new gold 
standard for reloading pistol 
cartridges. It's even labeled in 
gold, so dig around your deal
er's shelf before the Gold 
Rush begins. And while 
you're there, look for the full 
line of Accurate powders: 
No. 5, No. 7, 
No. 9, 1680, 
2230, 2460, 
2520, 3100, 

and 8700. ~ l 

Accurate Arms 
~~ Company, Inc. 
~~ P.O. BoxAHl q McEwen , Tennessee 37101 

HAND10ADING 
CHARLES PETTY 

VERSATILE ACCURATE ARMS POWDERS 
SPAN FULL SPECTRUM OF HANDLOADS 

By now most of you have heard of Accu
rate Arms powders. The company is 

located in McEwen, Tennesse and imports 
a broad range of powders manufactured by 
Israeli Military Industries. They began, in 
the 1960s, selling surplus powders under 
the "Data Powder" trademark but now the 
majority of their powders are newly man
ufactured ball type propellants. This is 
good news for pistol shooters because 
some of their powders are quickly becom
ing well known for extremely uniform 
loads and exceptional accuracy. 

Their handgun powders are identified by 
a system of numbers that relates to burning 
rate. Recently, Accurate Arms introduced 
#2 , a fast burning, ball type powder suita
ble for use in mild to moderate loads in 
almost any handgun caliber. Where #2 will 
find it's niche is in target loads for the ·.38 
Special , .45 ACP or moderate loads for 
practically anything else. 

AA #2 has been compared with Bullseye 
and 231 with a burning rate somewhere 
between the two. It is a double base, ball 
type powder with 24 % nitroglycerine con
tent. Although it's only been available a 
short time, I've already shot quite a bit in 
.38 and .45 target loads and have found it to 
be extremely consistent. It meters beau
tifully. I've been shooting 2.8 gr. in .38 
Special loads with the Zero 148 gr. HBWC 
bullet and getting around 650 fps from a 6 11 

barrel. Accuracy in my PPC gun has been 
outstanding. 

In the .45 ACP, a load of 4 .5 gr. with the 
H&G #130 185 gr. cast bullet gives about 
700 fps and is exceptionally accurate. 
Another combination that is proving inter
esting is a load of 5.3 gr. with the new 
Speer 185 gr. TMJ (Total Metal Jacket) 
semi-wadcutter which delivers 750 fps and 
comes very close to duplicating factory 
wadcutter ammo. The bullet shape is quite 
similar to the H&G #68, feeds perfectly 
and is very accurate. 

I had hoped that #2 would be another 
alternative for .45 IPSC shooters but this 
doesn't appear to be the case. Loads tested 
in a 6 11 comp gun were not able to make 
major without exceeding Accurate Arms 
published data. Although this isn't the last 
word on th~ subject, their initial data is a 
bit conservative and they are testing to see 
if they can find a safe combination. I'm not 
particularly hopeful. 

My all time favorite though is Accurate 
Arms #5 which is probably as good a 
general-purpose handgun powder as there 
is. It's quite similar to Unique and I use it in 

almost everything when I want a bit more 
velocity but am not trying for warp speed. 
Until the IPSC power factor was raised it 
was my choice for .38 Super IPSC loads 
but pressures are just a bit too high to make 
the new major levels. It's still a great 
powder for practice loads. 

In the .45 though, IPSC shooters will 
have no trouble making major. I also like it 
for moderate cast bullet loads in the .44 and 
.357 Magnum cartridges. I find myself 
using it for just about everything that I used 
to load with Unique because it's cleaner 
burning and meters beautifully. I've never 
had a moment's trouble with it in Dillon 
measures; a place where Unique can be 
bothersome. 

Next in the line is #7 and although Accu
rate Arms likes it for 9mm loads and it does 
work well there, I think it will find a real 
home in the 1 Omm Auto. To date it's the 
only powder that can produce the sort of 
velocities originally claimed for the car
tridge at reasonable pressure. Hornady's 
data for #7 has a maximum load with their 
155 gr. JHP that comes very close to 1400 
fps from the 5" Colt barrel. 

The final pistol powder is #9 which is a 
slower burning propellant similar to 2400 
and 296. It is intended for .44 Magnum 
loads although it will also work well in 
.357 and .41 Magnum. It is too slow for 
most automatic pistol loads although it 
might work well in those with extra long 
barrels. I did test a few !Omm loads with it 
and while the results were spectacular in 
terms of muzzle flash and noise, velocities 
were mediocre. Of course that's because it 
was all burning out in front of the gun 
somewhere. 

Accurate Arms new data booklet has a 
whole page of new data for #2 with: .32 
H&R Magnum, .38 Special, 9mm Luger, 
!Omm Auto, .44 Magnum and .45 ACP. It 
also has data for all their other powders 
including rifle loads. If you write Accurate 
Arms, Dept. AH, McEwen, TN 37101 
they'll send you a free copy. 

I'm also eagerly awaiting the release of 
some new Winchester cannister powders. 
For a couple of years now Winchester has 
been using some remarkable powders in 
their AA shotgun loads that are extremely 
clean burning and also seem to have less 
recoil. The fact that shotgun powders often 
work well in pistols isn't news, but if these 
new powders perform as well as expected 
they could really be a boon for the pistol 
shooter. 

Continued on page 100 
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1«Jmington. 
New (Unprimed) Rifle Brass 

A:I Rh 8f;i" is RerT'inglon Brnl, ._.Olp! 220 S..11Widl 11 
'Mnchls1er 

NOTE: This is no! loaded ammuniion 
Midway pays th• posllg• 

Bulk Packed 
Per 100 Per 500 

17Rem .................................. $18.50 .... $77.25 
22 Hornet... ............................ 12.50 ....... 46 .50 
22 Remington Jet .................. 12.50 ....... 46 .50 
221 Rem. Fireball ................... 16.50 .66 .00 
222 Remington ....................... 15.00 ........ 61 .00 
223 Remington ....... ............... 16.50 ....... 66 .00 
222Rem. Mag ......................... 15.75 ....... 62.50 
22·250 Remington ................ 17.95 ...... .74 .25 
220Swih ............................... 19.95 ....... 84 .50 
243 Winchester ..................... 18.95 ....... 77.25 
6mm Remington ...................... 18.95 ....... 77.25 
25120 Winchester . ............... 12.50 ....... 46 .50 
257 Robe~s ........................... 18.95 ....... 77.25 
250 Savage ............................. t9.95 ....... 84 .50 
25106 Remington ................... 19.95 ....... 84.50 
6.5 Rem Mag ...... 23 .25 ....... 99.95 
264 Win. Mag ......................... 23.25 ....... 99.95 
270 Winchester ..................... 19.95 ....... 84 .50 
7mm Mauser (7x57) .. 19.95 .. 84 .50 
7mm Bench Rest ............... ... . 25.50 ..... 109.50 
7mm/08 Remington ............... 19.95 ....... 84.50 
280 Remington ....................... 19.95 ....... 84.50 
7mmRem.Mag ....................... 22.95 ....... 99.95 r-----------
l:lM1 Carbine ........................ 10.95 ....... 40.95 
l:>Remington ........................ t6.75 ....... 67.75 
30130 Winchester ...... 16.75 ....... 67 .75 
300 Savage ... ......................... 19.95 ....... 84 .50 
30/40 Krag ............................ 19.95 ....... 84 .50 
l:l8 Winchester ..................... 19.95 ....... 84 .50 
30/06 Springfield ................. 19.95 ....... 84 .50 
300 H&H Mag ........................ 25.50 ...... 110.50 
300Win.Mag ......................... 24 .95 .... 106.75 
l:l3 British ............................ 20.25 ....... 85.50 
32120 Winchester ................. 12.50 ...... .46 .50 
32Wn. Spl ............................. 16.75 ....... 67.75 
Smm Mauser (8x57) .............. 19.95 ....... 84 .50 
Smm Rem. Mag ....................... 25.50 ...... 110.50 
338\'lin.Mag .............. 24 .25 ..... 104.50 
35 Remington ......................... 19.95 ....... 84 .50 
35Whelen .............. 19.a5 ....... 84 .50 
350Rem. Mag .. .... 24 .25 ..... 104.50 
375 H&H Mag ........................ 27.75 ...... 119.95 
444 Marlin ..... 23.15 ....... 98.95 
45170 Governmenl. ............... 24 .95 ....... 110.95 
458 Win. Mag .......................... 27.75 ....... 119.95 

].@ming ton. 
Rifle Bullets 

Bulk Packed 

Finally, an inexpensive, 
hinge top, See-Thru p lastic 
ammo box. You will enjoy 
the distinctive orange tint to 
this see-thru ammo box. No 

more "s lipped tops" and 
"dropped am mo". See-thru 

feature lets you know at a 
glance what's inside. 

Quantity 222/223 380/9mm 

Box of 10 $14.95 $9.95 

Box of SO $68.75 $34. 75 

MIDWAY 
Midway Arms, Inc. 
7450-H Old Highway 40 West 
Columbia, MO 65201 ·== 314-445-9521 

If you want your fired brass 
clean, really clean, Midway's 
Brass Tumbler can help. Solid 
construction a llows for quiet, 
trouble-free service. 

$74.95ppd 

Model 1488 (12· Cleaning Bowl) $99.95 ppd 
40% more volume to dean large batches quickly. 

Cleaning Media 
Ground Corn Cob ........ .. .. 15# Box ........... $14.95 

(Phone orders Welcome) 

MIDWAY (UNPRIMED} BRASS 
AH Midway brass is new USA Manufacture with 

Midway Headstamp 
Note: This is not loaded ammunition 

Midway Pays lhe Postage 

Bulk Packed 
Items followed by • are R·P Brand 

Per 500 Per 1000 
25 Auto· .... ...... .... ............... $33.95 ...... $61.50 
32 Auto • ................................ 34 .50 ........ 62.80 
32 S&W Long' ................. .34 .50 ...... 62.80 
380ACP ................................ 36.25 ........ 65 .75 
38 S&W ............................ 35.50 ....... 64 .95 
9mmLuger ............................. 34.50 ........ 62.65 
38Special ........................... 34 .25 ........ 62 .50 
357 Magnum ........................ ... 36 .95 ........ 66.95 
38Super ............ ... ......... ...... .. 35.25 ........ 63 .85 
357 Maximun • .................... .46 . 75 ........ 85.00 
10mmBrenTen ..................... 56.75 ...... 104.50 
41 Magnum ............................. 48 .50 ........ 88 .95 
«Special ........................... 48 .50 ........ 88.95 

Ground Walnut Hulls ...... 18# Box ........... $17.95 

38/357 10mm/45 ACP 44 Mag/45 LC 

$9.95 $9.95 $9.95 

$34.75 $39.95 $39.95 

44 Magnum ..................... ... .... 48.50 ........ 87.95 
44140 Win. · ... ...................... 61 .95 ....... 112.75 
45ACP .... ........ .... .. ............... 44 .25 ........ 80.75 
45 Long Colt ... ..... .. ............... 48.50 ........ 88 .95 
45 Auto Rim · ..... ............. 47 .65 ........ 86.60 

1«Jmington. 
BULLETS 

Note: Th is is not loaded ammunition 
Midway Pays the Postage 

Items followed by • are R-P Brand 

Per 500 Per 1000 
25 Auto 50 Gr. FMJ • ........ $2t .50 ..... $38 .25 
32 Aufo "l t Gr, f MJ " ,., ,,. 2-4 50 ,. 43 .0 
38Q A uto 88 Or, JflP • . .. 26 ,50 .. 4 7 .SQ 
380 Auro 95Gr. FMJ ...... .. .. 20.95 ...... 37.75 
9mm Luger 115 Gr. JHP ' ... 28.95 ....... 52 .75 
9mm Luger 115Gr. FMJ ...... 23 .25 ...... .41.75 
9mm Luger 124 Gr. FMJ ..... 24 .25 ...... 44 .25 
381357 110 Gr. JHP ............ 25.50 .... .. . 46 .25 
381357 125 Gr. JHP ........... 23.95 ....... 43 .25 
381357 140 Gr. JHP ' ........ 29.50 ....... 53.50 

NOTE: This is Not Loaded Ammunition. 
Mdway Pays lhe Postage 

Items followed by • are W-W Brand 

Note: We cannot mix a box of 1 O or a box of 50. 381357 158 Gr. JHP ........... 28 .25 ........ 51.50 
38Super130 Gr. FMJ • ... ... 27 .25 ....... 48.95 

Each box of 1 O or of 50 contains 

only one size of ammo box. 41 Mag. 200 Gr. JHP ' ........ 4 t .25 .... ... 75 .25 .,_--------------------------------1 41 Mag. 2t0 Gr. JSP ' ........ 42 .25 ....... 77.50 
Per 500 Per 1000 w 44 Mag. 180 Gr. JHP • ....... 39.95 ....... 73.50 

17Cat.25 Gr.HP . ............. $29 .95 ...... $51 .95 e 44 Mag. 240 Gr. JHP • ...... 43 .85 ....... 80.95 
22cat. 4oGr. sP ................ 26.50 ........ 47 .75 Pro 1000 ... _..JEJ 44140 200 Gr. JsP • ......... 37 .50 ...... 68.50 
22cat.45Gr.sP ................ 21 .25 ........ 48 .95 , The World's Fastest -~ 45 Auto 185 Gr. JHP • ...... 43 .25 ....... 79 .25 
22 Cal. 45 Gr. HP ................. 27 .25 ........ 48 .95 45 Auto 185 Gr. Match' ..... 43 .25 ....... 79 .25 
22 cat. 50Gr. HP ................. 27 .75 ........ 50 .25 Handloading Press 45 Auto 230 Gr. FMJ .......... 37 .50 ....... 68.55 
22 Cat. 50 Gr. PSP .............. 23.75 ........ 42 .50 
22 Cat. 55 Gr. HP ................. 29.25 ........ 53 .25 
22 Cat. 55 Gr. PSP .............. 24 .75 ....... 44 . 75 
22 Cal. 55 Gr. PSP ' .. . .... 25.75 ........ 46 .50 
223 Cal. 55 Gr. FMJ '. .......... 15.95 ........ 28 .50 
243/6mm 80 Gr. HP . ........... 36.95 ........ 67 .50 
243/6mm 80 Gr. PSP ......... 30.75 ........ 55.75 
24316mm 100 Gr. PSP .. .... 34 .50 ........ 62.75 
25120 Cal. 86 Gr. SP ......... 3t.50 ........ 57 .50 
25 Cal. 87 Gr. HP ................. 34 .75 ........ 63.25 
25 Cal. 100 Gr. PSP ............ 34.50 ........ 62.75 
25 Cal. 120 Gr. PSP ............ 37 .25 ........ 67.75 
6.5mm 120 Gr. PSP ............. 37.25 ........ 67 .75 
270Cal. 100Gr. PSP .......... 34 .50 ........ 62.75 
270Cal. 130Gr. PSP .......... 37.75 ........ 68.75 
270 Cal. 130 Gr. Br. Pt ..... .. 56 .95 ...... 104.50 
7mm150Gr.PSP ... 40 .25 ........ 73.50 
7mm 175Gr. PSP ................ 42 .95 ........ 78.75 
30130 Cal. t50 Gr. SP ....... 38 .95 ........ 70.95 
30/30 Cal. 170 Gr. SP ....... .40 .75 ........ 74 .50 
30 Carbine 110 Gr. SP ...... 25.95 ........ 46 .95 
30 Carbine 110 Gr. FMJ ...... 25.95 ....... .46 .95 
30 Cal. 125 Gr. PSP ... . .. 37.50 ........ 68.50 
308-30/06 147 Gr. FMJ ' 37.25 ...... 67.95 
30 Cal. 150 Gr. PSP ............. 40 .25 ........ 73.50 
30 Cat. 150 Gr. Br. Pt ......... 59.50 ...... 109.25 
30 Cal. 165 Gr. PSP ............ 41.50 ........ 76.25 
30 Cal. 180 Gr. RN SP ........ 43 .50 ........ 79.50 
30 Cal. 180 Gr. PSP ............ 43 .50 ........ 79.50 
30Cal. 180Gr. BR. PT ........ 61.75 ....... 113.95 
32120 Cal. 100 Gr. SP ........ 34 .50 ........ 62 .75 
45170 Cal. 300 Gr. JHP .... 54.95 ....... 101.50 
45110 Cal. 405 Gr. SP ....... 58.50 ...... 105.95 
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Speed, simple operation, ease of caliber 
changing and low price make the Lee 
Progressive 1000 totally unique. Features 
Automatic Priming, Automatic Powder 

Drop, Automatic Indexing and Automatic 
Loaded Round Ejection. You get a loaded 

round w ith each pull of the handle. 

Pro 1000 complete as shown. 
(~calter). . . ... . ............. $124.95 

32 ACP 
32 S&W Long 
380 ACP 
9mm Luger 
38 Super 
38/357 
10mm Bren Ten 
41 Mag. 

4 1 Aclion Express 
44 Spl/Mag 

45 ACP 
45 Long Colt 

223 Rem. 
30 M1 Carbine (add $6.40) 

7.62 x 39 

Exira Shell Plate Carrier ..................................... $33 .65 
Extra Case Feeder ..... 16.95 
Extra Deluxe Powder Measure .... 21.25 
Extra Turret .... .7.95 
Rifle Charging Die... . .................................. 8.50 

45 Automatic 
Once Fired 
U.S. Military 

Brass 
Nice and Clean Grade II 

$36.50 per 1000 
Postpaid 

Ordering Instructions: 
1. Cashiers Check, Money Order. 
UPS/COD (COD orders are sent cash 
only), MasterCard or Visa. Personal and 
Company checks welcome; we reserve the 
right to hold the order until your check 
clears. 
2. Postage: Items marked 'Postpaid ' are 
postpaid to first 48 states. For all other 
nems, lirst 48 add $3 to orders under $50, 
$4 to orders between $50 and $100, and 
4% to orders over $100. Alaska, Hawaii 
and Canada, postage is extra-call or wr~e. 
3. Foreign customers, please call or wrne 
lor prices & terms. 
4. Missouri Residents add 5% sales lax. 
5. Our business is mail order only. Sorry, 
no customer pickups. 
6. No FFL required. 
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COPTAlK 
MASSAD AYOOB 

adversity and doing your damndest to 
coolly prevail and overcome it. 

PROVING YOUR FIREARMS COMPETENCE 
BEYOND DEPARTMENT'S CERTIFICATION 

Keep a shooter's log, the way the 
serious bullseye match contestants do. Not 
only will it help you to spot problems in 
your shooting that you can correct, but it 
may also defend you if a poor performance 
in a previous shoot is ever brought into 
court as evidence against you that you were 
not competent with a handgun under stress. 

The typical police department runs its 
officers through a shooting qualifica

tion one to six times a year. If you're on the 
high end of that or have even more in
service weapons certification, you should 
grovel in gratitude at the feet of your 
instructor: he's put you in the top 5 % or so. 

But suppose, instead, that your badge 
was issued by one of the many police 
departments we both know of that only 
require you to qualify once a year? 

You may have come under something 
else that I have mixed feelings about. It is 
the trend these days to grade cops on a 
"pass/fail" basis. The Police Officer Stan
dards and Training Commission in my own 
state has gone to thi·s system. The rationale 
is supposedly that if one of your guys who 
barely qualified gets into a shooting, the 
lawyers on the other side can't make an 
issue out of the fact that he was only able to 
pass by the skin of his teeth . 

I'm not thrilled with that. A lot of the 
police instructors who've bought into this 
concept have never testified under oath as 
to the competence of an officer they've 
trained, in a wrongful death suit. I have. 
My experience is that the more tools I have 
to work with to prove the officer compe
tent, the more defensible he or she is going 
to be. 

How do we arrange that defensibility? 
Let's look both at ourselves, and at the 
officers we're responsible for now or may 
be in the future. 

First , take whatever the state's or 
department's recommended course of fire 
is and start shooting it more intensively, at 
double speed and even faster. If you've 
been using something fairly slow like PPC, 
doubling and tripling the times makes it a 
real challenge to combat handgunning 
under stress. More to the point, it con
clusively proves that you or your officer 
were qualified to twice the prevailing 
standard. 

Stop and think: does the chief or sheriff 
you work for have any other barometer that 
he can point to when he justifies his budget 
to those he serves, to indicate the perform
ance and competence of his officers? Crime 
stats are a function of population, convic
tion rates a function of the court system. 
But there's one test all cops in your area 
take regularly, and are judged by the same 
standard on: firearms qualification. Speak
ing as an administrative lieutenant, I like 
being able to sit in front of the community 
fathers on command and document that our 
officers qualify to twice the state standard. 
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With your better shooters, triple speed and 
then even quadruple speed become a 
possibility. 

Likewise, you can do the standard 
daylight course in the dark. My department 
did this in our last qualification, and more 
than half the officers qualified in poor light 
and at double speed on the 25-yard FBI 
course. All easily made the cut at standard 
speed. Any cutthroat lawyer who wants to 
impugn their skill at arms in open court 
will have to have a professional death wish, 
because our records on file with the state 
will make him the laughingstock of the 
Bar. 

If you qualified under adverse condi
tions, the record should say so! Our 
qualification forms have spaces for noting 
temperature, light, inclement weather, and 
listing of any malfunctions or "range 
alibis" that might have occurred. If my 
officer qualified with the odds against him 
or her, let the record reflect it: this supports 
this person's coolness and judgement under 
adverse conditions with a gun in their 
hand. 

For many of you, discretionary income 
and time will militate against getting 
seriously involved in handgun competi
tion . This doesn't mean that your shooting 
can't be done for the record. If you're one of 
those young cops who haven't yet reached 
maximum pay in grade but have the 
humongous expenses of a young family, 
consider videotaping your practice ses
sions. VHS - type minicams are available 
reasonably these days, and you'll want one 
anyway to document the growing up of that 
young family you're working so hard for. 
Take it from a father who didn't because he 
was too busy on the job. 

Watching yourself on playback is a tre
mendous diagnostic tool. It'll work for 
your officers, too. For your own training, 
run through some of those tough courses 
like multiple-speed PPC. Keep the vids on 
file: they're cheap to store, and one day, 
they might just prove how fast and straight 
you can shoot. 

In one fatal shooting trial, I had to show 
that the good guy didn't slowly and deliber
ately empty his gun into the bad guy, but 
instead was capable of hitting him with 
every shot in less than two seconds, as he 

Take all the private training and all the special 
firearms and officer survival schools you can. Each 

certificate is another point in your favor. 

I strongly encourage competition with 
the handgun: PPC, IPSC, pinbusting, even 
bullseye. Keep a record of the scoresheets 
the match sponsors send you afterward. If 
you had a bad performance, note the rea
sons on the scoresheet. Since the final 
scores of a match don't reflect multiple 
jams or other problems that caused you to 
turn in a poor performance through no 
fault of your own, it might be wise to just 
throw away your scorecard or turn around 
and default from the match if the first stage 
has ruined your score because the gun or 
ammo didn't work. In anything but a major 
match , I'll do this: a "DNF" (did not finish) 
next to my name on the final bulletin does 
not reflect on my competence when it's 
introduced by opposing counsel in a court 
of law. 

If, on the other hand, I did poorly 
because I just shot lousy in the first stage, 
I'll stay in and redouble my efforts. Com
ing back from the edge of disaster even if 
you don't ultimately win shows the charac
ter trait of staying in the conflict against 

did. The videotape we showed to the jury 
was invaluable in convincing them that this 
was in fact the case, not the drawn out 
"torture by gunfire" that opposing counsel 
implied. The jury found for the good guy. 

Take all the private training and all the 
special firearms and officer survival 
schools you can. Each certificate is another 
point in your favor that gives you more 
authority than opposing counsel and his 
bought and paid for prostitute "experts" 
when they wrongfully allege that you 
weren't competent with a gun . Each of 
those instructors is also another material 
witness who can be subpoenaed to testify 
to your competence and, if all goes well in 
court, on the fact that what you did was 
right. 

By the way, you should check before 
taking the course and find out if the instruc
tors who are so willing to take your tuition 
will, in fact, back you up later before the 
judicial bench. Several schools have a pol
icy of, "We're terribly sorry, but we don't 

Continued on page 101 
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FREE REPLACEMENT GUARANTEE 
- for as Long as You Own Your Gun Available for Browning HI-Power 

(H-BHP), Colt Gov't .45 (H-CGM), 
S&W "K" Frame 4" Bbl (H-SWK), or 
S&W ''I.:' Frame 4" Bbl (H-SWLJ 

and Just $14.95 Suggested Retail! 

CONTOUR-FIT™ Holsters 
Pachmayr's handsome new 
CONTOUR-FIT™ Holsters are 
made from a special molded 
synthetic that's impeNious to 
harmful acids, alkalis, ozone, and 
ultraviolet. Our CONTOUR-FITs 
are more than a match for 
moisture, sweat and mildew; and 
they can hold their own against 
solvents and lubricating oils. 
From the Arctic to a 
Death Valley Car Trunk 
A CONTOUR-FIT™ remains fully 
seNice-worthy when exposed to 
temperatures from -80°F to 
+ 275°F, long after nylon or leather 
turn to scrap. There's no stitching 
to unravel, no seams to come 
apart nothing to tear or break. 
Absolutely the Right Fit 
The Pachmayr CONTOUR-FIT™ is 
molded to fit your gun's contours 
- no sloppy "generic" fits. Your 

sights stay true thanks to a 
molded-in sight channel. There's 
a positive-release thumb break 
safety strap so you can safely carry 
"cocked and locked"; and the 
CONTOUR-FIT'S slim profile hugs 
your body. 
Pamper Your Gun's Finish 
Cordura® and other tough nylons 
can act like sandpaper and wear 
out your gun's finish - as well as 
your pants leg. But Pachmayr 
CONTOUR-FIT™ Holsters leave 
your trousers alone and pamper 
your gun's blue, teflon, satin 

nickel, or chrome finish - and 
will outlast conditions that make 
the nylon wonders holler Uncle! 
Free Replacement Guarantee 
We have a simple guarantee: 
IF ANYTHING GOES WRONG 
WITH YOUR PACHMAYR® 
CONTOUR-FIT™ HOLSTER, WE 
WILL REPLACE IT FREE OF 
CHARGE FOR AS LONG AS YOU 
OWN YOUR GUN! 

See your shooting sports 
retailer today; if he's out 
of stock, call us direct! 

The Professional's Choice! 

1875 S. Mountain Ave., Monrovia, CA 91016 () (818) 357-77.71 



1EATHAM'S C01UMN 
ROB LEATHAM 

LEATHAM CAPTURES THIRD IPSC WORLD 
TITLE IN MATCH MARRED BY POLITICS 

Only a few short days ago I returned 
home from the IPSC World Shoot VIII 

held in Caracas , Venezuela. Much of it is 
still a blur and as I have yet to receive a 
copy of the official results and cannot 
remember all the important details which 
would be comprised in an article covering 
a match. I will try to give you a little bit of 
what it was like to be there. 

First and foremost in my mind stands the 
country of Venezuela and in particular the 
city of Caracas. Located on the northern 
coast of South America , Venezuela is but a 
short three hour plane ride from Miami. 
Quite a bit closer than Miami is to my 
starting point of Phoenix , Arizona. The 
weather was quite nice and cool except for 
the occasional rains which usually fell in 
the afternoons. 

The U.S. Team arrived in Caracas on 
Friday, the 9th of September. We had a bit 
of a delay in customs but were shortly 
underway to the Caracas Hilton which 
served as match headquarters. As we 
arrived sometime around midnight, every
one was more interested in finding their 
room than anything else so the evening's 
activities were held to a minimum. 

Saturday the 10th was a day for registra
tion and relaxation. There was an air of 
excitement about as one would expect but 
there was also something missing. That 
something was the team from South 
Africa . While there were many stories fly
ing about as to their whereabouts, the truth 
of the matter is that they were denied entry 
to the country. This was indeed a shame as 
they routinely field some of the finest com
petitors on the planet and also one of the 
best teams. 

Not wanting to get into the political end 
of such things, I did not dig. But I found out 
later that they were told only a few short 
days before the event that they were to be 
welcomed and there were no problems, but 
alas, some bureaucrat somewhere at the 
last minute ended their attempts before 
they even started. 

This is truly sad . Reminds one of the 
U.S. Olympic boycotts where U.S. athletes 
were not allowed to compete in the 1980 
Olympics due to government intervention. 
And while one can argue both sides of the 
point until you are blue in the face, in the 
end it is the competitors from all around the 
world who must suffer for the sake of these 
decisions, and not those who govern them. 
Anyway, enough of that speech. 

Aside from registration there was no 
other scheduled event on Saturday and 

many took that opportunity to explore Car
acas. At this point I must mention that I am 
not an adventurer and confined my 
activities through the course of the week to 
the Hilton and the shooting range with few 
exceptions. 

Sunday morning began the commence
ment activities and we were hustled off to 
the range for the opening ceremonies. 

The range itself is located on a military 
base and is the same facility where the Pan 

Am Games were held previously. In front 
of a grandstand full of spectators, the teams 
of all the various nations competing were 
paraded and introduced. After the intro
duction of the IPSC world president, sev
eral individuals responsible for organizing 
the event and several local officials and 
military personnel, the teams were allowed 
to inspect the ranges and get their first 
glimpse of the course of fire. 

This is where the real surprises began. 
To anyone observant, it was obvious the 
stages were much more of a controlled 
exercise than the expected "hose job" we 
came prepared for. To some this made a 
bigger difference than to others. Many had 
spent much time and effort to practice the 
preliminary course outlines they had 
received while home; others did not. 

Those tuned up for what they thought 
was going to be shot, had a rough awaken
ing. Those of us who simply practiced 

Continued on page 82 
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JERRY BARNHART-Wi11ner87 I.P.S.C. 
Nat/'s & 87 Steel Challenge. "Ive tried them ,.A .tJ1A 
all, SHOOTING STAR mags are the best." 'P:° 7 :.. 
ROB LEATHAM-Winner 83 and 86 ~<--:r 
l.P.S.C. World Shoot-83, 84, 85, 86 I.P.S.C. Z, 
Natl's-85 Bianchi Cup-85 Steel Challenge. ~-
"Extra capacity and improved perform- <::_ ' 
ance make SHOOT! G ST AR mags my • 
choice for serious competition." <;.. 
BRIAN ENOS-Winner 83 & 84 Bianchi <......... 
Cup. "These mags work, everytime!" ;i-- .45 Stainless 

J. MICHAEL PLAXCO-Winner82 canversianKits 

l.P.S.C. Na ti's & 82 Steel Challenge. "Reliability is a must in I.P.S.C. 
matches; that is why I use SHOOTING ST AR mags. 
STEVE NASTOFF-Master gunsmith and I.P.S.C. shooter. "Quality, 
dependability and longevity are my trademarks. That's what I get with 
SHOOTING ST AR products. 
CHIP McCORMICK-Winner 86 Steel Challenge. "I own and operate 
SHOOTING STAR IND. To inquire about and order America's best 
magazines and accessories call and ask for me." 
SHOOTING STAR mags have special feed lips to enhance perform
ance. The patented follower, which allows extra capacity, has been 
winning for 7 years. All mags have 2 holes positioned in the base plate 
to accept screw on base pads. These are a few of the reasons that 
SHOOT! G ST AR mags are the CHOICE OF CHAMPIONS. 

Overseas Dealers inquire about Pistol Parts and Accessories. 

Model 1911 Magazines 
8rd-.45 Blue 
8rd-.45 Stainless 
lOrd-.38 Blue 
lOrd-.38 Stainless 
7rd-.45 Blue 
7rd-.45 Stainless 
9rd-.38 Blue 
9rd-.38 Stainless 

Price 
$19.50 

22.50 
21.95 
27.95 
13.50 
16.50 
13.95 
17.95 

w/Base Pad 
$21.50 
24.50 
23.95 
29.95 
15.50 
18.50 
15.95 
19.95 

Conversion Kits-(adds 1 rd to standard mags) 
8rd-.45 Kit (Gov't) $10.50 
8rd-.45 Kit (Wilson) 10.50 
7rd-.45 Kit (Officers) 10.50 
lOrd-.38 Kit (Gov't) 12.50 
9rd-.45 Kit (S&W 645-745) 12.50 
8rd-.45 Kit (SIG 220) 12.50 
Shaw Base Pad-w I screws (Gov' t) 2.50 
How to Order 
Prepaid orders send Money Order 
or Bank Check. No Personal Checks. 
Shipping & Handling Charges $3.00 
COD-UPS add $1.90 
Texas Residents add tax 8% 

Call or Write to 
SHOOT! G ST AR I D. 
7506 Bender Drive 
Austin, TX 78749 
Call 10 a.m.--4 p.m. CST, 
Mon.- Fri. (512)280-3666 
Dea lers send FFL 
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FOUR r.mnr.rE MASSACBE: 
THE FBI MIA1Vll SHOOTOUT 

Situation: Eight FBI agents vs. 
two hardened murderers intent 
on killing in a grisly battle. 

Lesson: Proper tactics, better 
guns, advanced planning could 
have saved the FBI agents' lives. 

On Aprilll, 1986, a gun battle took place in Metro Dade County, Florida that would shake the law enforcement 
community to its roots. Two heavily armed, deeply trained professional criminals would face eight FBI agents, 
three of them SWAT men, and shoot seven of them before being cut down themselves. 

Two of the agents died, two were permanently crippled, and in the following months more versions of the 
Miami Massac!'e would be circulated than there had been versions of the Gunfight at OK Corral a century 
earlier. 'Indeed, it would be a more violent encounter than the famous western shootout. It is estimated that 
some 30 shots were fired in about as many seconds in Tombstone, leaving three men dead and two seriously 
wounded. The FBI shootout lasted about four minutes, involved at least 140 shots fired, and took a far more 
tragic toll in good men's lives. 

This writer arrived in Miami three weeks after the gun battle to teach at the Metro Dade Police Academy, 
and has since been sorting input from that agency, FBI, the Medical Examiner's Office, and other sources. The 
following reconstruction is a compendium of that information. Noting that many previous accounts have been 
severely erroneous, including a confusion between which perpetrator fired the fatal shots , it is intended that 
the following be the most authentic account yet publicly offered of that tragic incident. 

The 14-agent rolling stakeout under the command of Supervising Special Agent Gordon McNeill had begun 
shortly before the tragedy in response to a two-man crime wave centered in the South Dixie Highway area of 
the Miami suburb that had begun some six months before. McNeill and his team knew that the perpetrators 
were two white males in their mid-thirties with an affinity for professional-class weapons-.45 autos, AR-15s, 
shotguns, and high-powered revolvers. They were known to use military tactics and were suspected to be 
members of white supremacist cults. 

In a string of five hits definitely attributed to the pair, several people had been shot, usually execution 
style , and some killed. They had stolen guns, cars, and over $100,000 in cash from armored trucks and banks. 
On two occasions they had shot down plinkers in remote, informal shooting areas for their guns and cars. They 
had done their last hit in a black '79 Monte Carlo taken from such a sport-shooter, whom they 'd shot three times 
and left for dead.1 

About the only thing wrong with the profile was that suspects Platt and Matix, whose names would not be 
known until after the gun battle , were not affiliated with any particular organization. They'd met in the army, 
one with MP training and the other with a Special Forces background. Both had murdered their wives and 
gotten away with it, and both were accepted by their neighbors as solid citizens. They'd put together a 
landscaping business as a front to launder their stolen money. 

On 4/16/88, their previous strategic planning slipped. Matix and Platt, who fired 750 to 1500 practice 
rounds a week and who had recently purchased 5,000 rounds of .223 training ammo , had made two mistakes: 
they kept preying on establishments in the same area, and they were still using the same stolen Monte Carlo 
that had already been identified by the police. 

Matix was driving, Platt in the right front passenger seat of the coupe. Each wore an oversize sportshirt 
concealing a shoulder-holstered 6" .357 Magnum: the driver's gun was a Dan Wesson, his partner's, a Smith & 
Wesson 1-frame. On the front seat floorboards out of sight were their long guns : a Smith & Wesson M-300012-
gauge pump gun with extended magazine and a pistol grip instead of a stock, and a stainless Ruger Mini-14 with 
folding Choate stock and several magazines of .223 ammunition. · 

It has widely been argued whether or not the agents were outgunned. Ofl4 investigators spread out over a 

Continued on page 71 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER ·JANUARY / FEBRUARY 1989 



THE RUGER .22 AUTOMATIC PISTOL 
Standard/Mark I/Mark II Series 

by Duncan Long 

"Auger's Little Pistol," the reliable, accurate .22 auto that started Sturm , Ruger, and 
Company on the route to success, is well known for its toughness. Now here is the 
definitive book about the pistol that has served more than a million owners so well. 
Invaluable to the Ruger .22 owner, this book goes well beyond the owner's manual , with 
exploded diagrams that show how to field-strip- and reassemble with a minimum of 
fuss-or even detail-strip it down to the last pin and spring . Whether you want to use the 
firearm as a plinker, survival gun or the basic framework around which to build an exotic 
weapon or target pistol , this book offers photos and facts on variations, modifications and 
accessories for one of the most popular .22 automatics ever made. 5'h x B'h, softcover, 
photos, illus., 168 pp. $12.00 

--· I.IC KASS! 
KICKASS! 

More Mayhem From 
the Master of Miilice 
by George Hayduke 

Just when you thought it was safe to 
turn the other cheek, Hayduke and 
his pals return with their own twisted 
version of the Golden Rule: Do unto 
others before they do unto you! 
Kickass! is intended for entertain
ment pu rposes o nly. 5¥2 x 8 112, 

,_ ______ hardcover, over 200 pp. $16.95 

[,

HOME 
WORKSHOP 

Sil.ENC~ 

f~ ~ 

THE LEWIS GUN 
by}. David Truby 

Now in its second edition. this well
researched pictorial history chroni
cles one of the ear liest and greatest 
light machine guns. Combat scenes 
realist ically depict the horror 
wrought by Lewis ' " Military Mower," 
w hich saw action in both world 
wars. Of special interest are the 
more than 70 photos of aircraft with 
Lewis guns mounted on them. 81h x 
11. hardcover, photos, 216 pp. 

$25.00 

HOME WORKSHOP SILENCERS I 
Over fifty 9- x 12-mch working ma
chm 1sts drawings present step-by
step const ruction for three different 
adva nced firearm silencers. Impro
vised materia ls and machining tech
niques are suggested . For enter
tainment and historical purposes 
only. 9 x 12, softcover. illus .. 72 pp 

$12.00 

DEADLY BREW 
Advanced Improvised Explosives 

by Seymour Lf'cker 
Every man of action occasionally 
encounters an ex plosive situation. 
Now you can be prepared with a 
deadly brew of your own! From the 
author of Improvised Explosives, 
learn how to combine common in 
dustrial chemicals with acids in new 
advanced explosive designs. Don't 

,,.,H ~ .. :,S :f"· ',...: ... ~ ~ theorize; get the facts. For mforma-
._ _____ __. tion only. 5112 x 8V2, so ftcover. illus., 

64 pp. $8.00 

INCENDlARIES 

.\ \w·kn1 Siupcr 
!Uk« 

THE RUGER 1022 

EXOTIC 

WEAPONS 

OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 

SCREW UNTO OTHERS: REVENGE 
TACTICS FOR ALL 

FIREARMS FOR SURVIVAL . $16.95 

OCCASIONS . $16.95 
MAKE 'EM PAY ! ULTIMATE 
REVENG~ TECHNIQUES FROM THE 
MASTER TRICKSTER . . $16.95 

1989 CALENDAR OF CREATIVE 
REVENGE .. . FEATURING 
GEORGE HAYDUKE . . . S 9.95 

1989 MILITARY HISTORY 
CALENDAR S 8.95 

MAKE MY DAY! HAYDUK E'S BEST 
REVENGE TECHNIQUES FOR 
THE PUNKS IN YOUR LIFE . $16.95 

COMPLETE BOOK OF U.S. 
SNIPING . $34.95 

STURM, RUGER 10/ 22 RIFLE 
AND .44 MAGNUM 
CARBINE . $10.00 

IMPROVISED RADIO DETONATION 
TECHNIQUES ... $10.00 

EQUIPMENT PERFORMANCE 
REPORT: .38 & .357 
CALIBER REVOLVER 
TEST RESULTS . $ 8.00 

EQUIPMENT PERFORMANCE 
REPORT: 9MM & .45 
CALIBER AUTOLOADING 
PISTOL TEST RESULTS . $ 8.00 

FBI WOUND BALLISTIC 
EVALUATION . $ 8.00 

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE - DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

INCENDIARIES 
Advanced Improvised Explosives 

by Seymour Leeker 
Pound for pound, incendiaries can 
do more damage than explosives. 
due to their potent ial for major de
struction from minor effort . This 
book deta ils the use of widely used 
industrial chemicals that burn with 
in tense heat. covering oxidizers and 
ignition devices. safety and health 
hazards. For informa tion only! 51h x 
8 'h . softcover. 64pp. illus. $10.00 

MODERN SNIPER RIFLES 
by Duncan long 

This in -depth look at today's sniper 
rifles covers all aspects of thei r per
formance capa bilit ies. Weapons 
expert Duncan Long evaluates .22 
LR. single-shot, bolt-ac tion, semi
auto and large-cal iber rifles. as well 
as the scopes. ammunition and ac
cessories that will max imize their 
snipi ng potentia l. 8112 x 11, softcover. 
illus., photos. over 100 pp. $16.95 

GET EVEN: 
The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 
A hilari ous overv iew o f the methods 
people use to get even w1thb1g busi
ness. governmen t and enemies 
More soph1s11cated and involved 
tri cks are inc luded. such as ones 
devised by CIA and Malta mem bers 
and poli tical dirty tricksters Ove1 80 
sections present d irty tri cks rang ing 
from the simple to tho::! elaborate. For 
enterta inment on ly.15 11, x 8 1,2, hard
cover. 192 pp Sl 6.95 

THE RUGER 1022 
EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 

No w you can convert your Ruger 
1022 in to a selec tive-fire weapon 
that can fi re over 1,000 rounds per 
minute. Bui ld the parts that wi ll trans
form your Ruger 1022 to full auto
without modifying the receiver or 
trigger housing. Over 60 explicit 
photos, machinist's drawings and 
full -scale templates accompany the 
detai led instructions. 9 x 12. soft
cover, illus., 96 pp. $15.00 

. llK47 
t ~'C:·- · 

The Complete 
Kalashnikov 

family 
·- Of 

llssault Rifles 

ouncnn wno 

sm111 f Hm 
CHiil 

flllH 
JICllllllS 
IHM~ l MOTH .... 

lOIUT J SClt0(;6ll 

NEW 
l.D.IN 
AMERICA 

f?1~ 
BY ANONYMOUS 

AK47: 
The Comple te Kalashnikov Family 

of Assault Rifles 
by Duncan tong 

The Soviet AK47/ AKM assault rifle 
1s tough and dependable. and has 
spawned many sp1noffs worldwide. 
These rifles are now available in the 
U.S .. but sol id information on them 
is scarce. Learn about specs. ammo 
and more- find ou t why the AK47 
is the world 's most widely used 
gun. 5 1~ x B'S, softcover. photos. 
illus .. 192 pp. $14.00 

SPECIAL FORCES COMBAT 
FIRING TECHNIQUES 

by Frank A. M oyer and 
Roben}. Scroggie 

The Uzi, Finnish Soum i and Soviet 
AKM assault ri fle are among the 
more than 60 American and foreign 
firearms tested in this U.S. Army 
study. Discover the most effective 
positions. best response maneuvers 
and best kill -h it areas, illustrated by 
dozens of photos. m this compre
hensive manual. 81h x 11. hardcover, 
pholos. 120 pp. $19.95 

NEW l.D. IN AMERICA 
Want one more chance at li fe- with 
a '"c lean slate?"' Trade m your old 
identity for a new start. Here 1s a 
step-by-step guide to c reating a 
total ly new you- with a birth cert1f1 -
ca te, passport, driver's l ic ense . 
Social Security number-all you 
need for breaking with your past. 
51h x B'h. softcover. tllus., 120 pp. 

Sl5.00 

IMPROVISED FXPLOSIVES 
How to Mak t> Your Own 

/i v \1 1 vrnour I t'c /...1 ' 1 

From a former to p explos1vesexpert 
wi th the Israel i Army comes a man
ual that presents ten simple yet 
powerful fo1mulas for explosives 
and mcend1aries that g ive the basis 
for mak ing bombs. booby traps and 
mines Learn to obta in or make the 
needed chemicals. 0 1 get subsll 
tutes For 1nformat1on on1y1 5 11., x 8 1 '~ • 

'------- softcover . illu s . 80 pp $10.00 , ............. . 
:t PALADI N PRESS ~ Call TOLL FREE for rred11 card o rders : 
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PIST01SMITHING 
JOHN LAWSON 

THE AGONY OF TENONITIS: HOW TO FIX 
VARIOUS FRONT SIGHT BLADES TO 1911 

Several readers of this column have called, 
teUing me of their frustrated efforts to 

mount after-market front sight blades in late 
model Colt slides. The factory is now 
instaUing Combat Elite pattern front blades 
on all Series 80 pistols. The problem 
encountered arises from the fact that the new 
front blade has a wider mounting tenon and 
alignment radius that will not fit the older 
slides. 

If you mount a considerable number of 
sights, you will run into at least five different 
mounting systems on Colts of different ages: 

I. The original 1911 front blade with its pin 
tenon, .058" diameter, centered in a .060" 
wide alignment radius, staked into a .060" 
hole from the bottom. 

2. The 1911-Al to early Series 80 front 
blade, having several shape variations, but all 
having a .060" x 1/s " tenon, centered in a 1/i6 " 

wide 1/4 " radius alignment slot, staked from 
the bottom into a 1/i6 " x 1/s " tenon socket. 

3. The Combat Elite front blade, now used 
on Series 80's, that has a 1/s x 1/s" tenon, 
centered in a 1/s " wide, 1/4" radius (alignment 
radius), staked from the bottom. 

4. Any of the above sockets with a front 
blade silver soldered in place, with or without 
staking. 

5. The 1/i6 " x 1/s " tenon front blade arc 
welded in place. 

There is another common width of tenon: 
The Springfield Armory uses a unique size. 

Two of the MMC front sight blades, made 
by Miniature Machine Co. (210 E. Poplar, 
Dept. AH , Deming, NM 88030 (505) 
546-2151) are, at this writing, available as 
wide tenon (WT) style plain ramp and high 
blank configurations. The 1/s" x 51i6" x 5/s " 
blank can be filed into any required shape and 
serrations laid out with a metal checkering 
file, then finished with a small triangular fine 
cut file. 

MMC can also supply the special blades 
for S.A. slides and they now stock a special 
wide tenon wedge for their staking tool, 
suitable for mounting the Combat Elite style 
blade, using the Gold Cup adaptor to brace 
the angled top blade during staking. 

I know a number of shooters who think 
that the new wide tenon is the best thing since 
smokeless powder. If Colt had adopted this 
stronger mount system right after WW-I , it 
would have saved three generations of 
gunsmiths hours of frustration and several 
tons of silver solder. 

Those of you who have had one of the 
large NM style blades shear off and disappear 
in the middle of a rapid fire string during a 
critical match will understand my 

sentiments : Finally, front blades with a 
mounting system that is fast, secure yet easily 
removed when it becomes necessary to 
change to a different blade. 

If you want to modify the older slides to 
take the new wide tenon sights, it can be done 
in the milling machine with a minimum of 
bother. Center a 1/s" end mill over the narrow 
slot and carefully enlarge the tenon pocket, 
using 890 RPM with mist lube, lowering the 
cutter slowly. Then center a #404 ('/s" x 1/z ") 
keyseat cutter over the slot and make a . 031" 
deep cut to form the alignment radius. All 
that remains is to square the tenon socket with 
a needle file of medium cut. 

Mounting a wide tenon sight with the 
MMC staking tool is a bit more involved than 
securing the small tenon variety. First, apply 
Loctite stud lock to the tenon and tap it into 
place. Next, secure the blade in the staking 
tool with the Gold Cup/Mk IV adaptor under 
the set screw. Check to make certain that the 
blade is locked in a perpendicular attitude. 
Then lightly tap the wedge, which is liberally 
coated with moly disulphide grease, using a 
light brass hammer. Break the setup 
completely and check the progress of your 
work. Apply more lube and check for signs 
of tenon galling. If signs are present, apply a 
bit of moly grease, replace the setup and give 
another few light taps. Break the setup and 
check progress again. When the tenon is 
finally riveted firmly in place, use the shear to 
cut away excess. This last step could also be 
done by filing or grinding until the bushing 
slips easily into place and turns without 
friction or binding. As you may have 
surmised, use of the wide tenons puts an end 
to the "lock it up and pound it in" method of 
staking. 

If you use an arsenal style staking setup, 
apply Loctite stud lock to the tenon, brace it 
against an angled insert and begin to rivet 
over the tenon with the staking tool. If the 
mushroom favors one side, cant the staking 
tool and tap gently to bring the bulge back to 
center, then strike straight down to finish the 
riveting. You can finish the instaUation by 
filing or grinding and polishing until the 
bushing fits properly. 

Brownells new catalog #41 (Brownells, 
Inc ., Dept. AH, Rt. 2 Box l , 

Montezuma , IA 50171), cost $3 .50 
(refundable) lists some new sights that should 
be of great interest to most pistolsrniths. 

One problem that crops up from time to 
time is the necessity of replacing a pre-'74 
S& W Kor N rear sight. The size and location 
of the mounting hole often varies on these 

older sights. 1\vo options of Millett Pre-'74 
adjustable rear sights (white outline and plain 
blade) are available undrilled for a mounting 
screw so you can drill it in the appropriate 
position to custom fit the instaUation to the 
weapon. 

The Wichita adjustable rear sights are now 
available in a pre-melted configuration. 
Smoothly rounded at all of the previously 
sharp edges and corners, the new model sight 
should slide smoothly past clothing without 
snagging, making it even more desirable than 
before. The Wichita, you may remember, is 
the adjustable rear sight favored by many 
pistolsmiths because it was designed to 
completely fill the existing sight mounting . 
groove on the Gold Cup slide, and the 
elevating screw is positioned down through 
the male mounting dovetail, eliminating the 
necessity for drilling and tapping the slide top 
for the elevating screw. 

The wide tenon (WT) front blades from 
MMC are listed in this latest catalog, but 
some of the listed fixed sight sets are only 
available in narrow tenon configuration . 
Until they become available in wide tenon, 
you may want to obtain an extra MMC blank 
blade and duplicate the supplied blade by 
filing, applying the appropriate insert, etc. 

And finally, the Brownells Power Custom 
SSR Mounting System listed is a highly 
versatile, adjustable system that will not only 
properly locate and guide your drills and taps 
for handgun sight mounting, but works 
beautifully for rifles, silhouette pistols and 
shotguns. The cleverly designed fixture will 
immediately put a small shop into the sight, 
scope and electronic sight mounting 
business. Results should be professional and 
accurate, if the detailed instruc- ~ 
tions are foUowed carefully. ~ 
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HANDGUNNING HINTS 

The Two Handed Revolver Hold 

1. Fundamental to any two-handed hold is a good, 
basic grip in the controlling hand, backstrap deep 

2. Some prefer to support the gun with the off 
hand. Place the heel of the gun hand in the open 
palm of the supporting hand and close the suppor-

3. Others like to interlock the fingers. A good start 
is to reach out, putting the base of the off hand 
fingers on the second knuckles of the gun hand. 

4. Some shooters, particular
ly users of the interlocking 
grip, like to put a finger on 
the triggerguard. This can 
be quite a reach with some 
revolvers. Some experts 
say this can pull the gun 
during rapid fire. 

6. While any grips may be 
used, the larger ones =8 
facilitate a better two
handed hold. Some grips .· 
even have grooves to ), ,, 
spread your fingers for a · 
more solid interlocking 
style. Some are also made 
of recoil-absorbing 
synthetics. 
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Bennett Viken and Robin Sutton 

in the central crease, well against the web of the 
hand. 

ting fingers around the gun hand. Move the sup
porting hand as necessary to find the most 
comfortable position. 

Then let the off hand fingers fall into the grooves of 
the gun-gripping fingers. Always move the off hand 
to adjust for comfort. 

( 

( 

5. Some like to use the off 
hand thumb to cock the 
revolver for single action 
firing. This is not a habit to 
carry over to pistol shooting, 
for the rearward action of 
the slide is sure to catch 
the off thumb. 

7. Comfort is important in 
any phase of handgunning 
for it relieves stress and 
tension. But you may find 
you need to re-evaluate 
the comfort of your hold 
after shooting. Experiment 
to find the adjustment in 
your hold that will best 
serve you. © Bennett Viken and Robin Sutton 1989 
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Five typical match barrels, top 
to bottom, 7 " large profile; 
Commander .45 ACP; Rock Island 
National Match; Radom match for 
pre-war Polish service pistol; 
7" large profile .38 Super. 

MATCH 
BARRELS 
for semi-auto pistols 

By Jim Thompson 

I t just happened to you. You took that pretty 
new automatic out to the range. Man, 

were you proud! 
Your buddy's shoots great. No jams. But 

yours . .. well, its out-of-the-box condition 
and especially its accuracy is simply 
unacceptable to you. You've toyed around 
with returning the thing and, at the back of 
your mind, there's a possibility you just might 
unload the lemon to someone else with less 
demanding accuracy requirements. 

Frustrated and certainly annoyed, you 
consult with John Q. Pistolsmith who care
fully studies the piece, notes that the trigger is 
fine, the sights are solid, and slide-to-frame 
fit is better than satisfactory. "What you really 
need," he tells you, "is a good match barrel." 

Now, this can set you back yet another 
$200 or more, considering the barrel plus its 

From an investment casting to a finished barrel talc.es severai machining 
steps to cut the lugs and slide stop foot. A match barrel holds tighter 
tolerances than a standard barrel. 
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installation, and at the front of your mind is 
the feeling that you shouldn't really need to 
spend any more money on a pistol you really 
felt was too damned expensive anyway. At 
the back of your mind there's a nagging feel
ing that maybe, just maybe, the pistol smith is 
trying to fleece you out of even more of your 
hard-earned cash. 

Why did the factory pull this on you , one 
of their most devoted customers? And can 
this transplant, should you opt to spend the 
money, really do you any good? 

"\"l Tith precision rifles, a competition bar
VV rel comes as a heavy blank, honed to a 

higher standard , measured more precisely, 
built to tighter tolerances, and generally at 
least a couple of inches longer than a 
"sporter" barrel. The gauging, external and 
internal parallelism of a match rifle barrel (a 
measure of a rifle's predisposition to shoot in 
the exact direction of its physical and 
mechanical thrust line) has become more 
precise in the 100 or so years since metallic 
cartridges became popular, but the steps 
involved in testing remain very similar. 

Automatic pistols have not been around 
nearly so long, have not been taken very 
seriously as precision shooters for more than 
30 years or so, and because of the changing 
nature of match shool.ing and the greater 
emphasis on speed and combat matches, a 
great deal has changed since the first Brown
ing-Colt pistols. 

Whereas the barrels of target revolvers 
like Colt's classic Officer's Model Target 
were selected and configured much like pre
cision rifle barrels of similar vintage, and 
early automatics like Colt's 1903-1905 series 
were hand-fitted to the individual pistol much 
like today's National Match barrels, modern 
production automatics of all kinds emphasize 
function over precision, based upon the iron
clad truism that nothing irritates a customer 
more than unreliable machinery. Thus, hoods 
are cut to provide . 008" or more of clearance 
between barrel and slide, lock edges are 
rounded, bushing or barrel ferrule clearance 
is at least .003" looser than required for 
function , and the link leaves the rear end of 
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Above, a 7" match barrel is mea
sured for flatness and parallelism. 
left, feed ramp configurations vary 
with the pressure of the cartridge 
with double hoods and supported 
case heads necessary with hot 
rounds like the JOmm and .38 
Super. Right, a typical .45 match 
barrel is chambered in a turret 
lathe. Many match barrel makers 
leave chambers about .008" short 
intentionally so that headspace 
may be precisely adiusted by the 
pistolsmith. 
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the barrel kind of "squishy." This being done 
in the name of allowing clearance for dirt and 
accumulated grit. 

Also, tolerances tend to accumulate. Most 
factory barrel and slide locators allow 
± .005" tolerance. Little bits and pieces of 
positive and neg~tive tolerances that individ
ually mean nothing. But tolerances have a 
way of stacking up, making a given barrel 
especially loose in relationship to a given 
slide. The barrel may assume slightly differ
ent, random positions from shot to shot. If 

Continued on page 95 
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PISl'OLSMll'H PROFILE 

I 

\ The Guns of 
By Peter T. Tomaras 

N ot everyone can afford full-race com
petition guns. Shooters with a han

kering to try the action game choke at 
shelling out $1600-$2000 for the basic 
tool. More than ever before, there's a need 
for an affordable competition gun , and Tim 
Brian has addressed that need . His new 
Interphase compensator system, first mar
keted in 1988 , makes the affordable com
petitive gun a possible dream. 

To fully appreciate the Interphase, one 
must first understand the centerpiece of 
Brian's work, his Phase III compensator 
system , which employs the principle of the 
parabolic curve in the expansion chamber. 
"Curving the interior of the expansion 
chamber with precision milling keeps the 
gases flowing smoothly,'' he explains, "and 
I can more efficiently direct them where I 
want them to go." 

The Phase III features a single port, 
which Brian prefers in effect and 
appearance to the dual ports he once used . 
It also incorporates a slightly longer exit 
hole to retain gases in the expansion cham
ber a tad longer- for more downward 
thrust. 

Brian begins production of a Phase 
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Three competition auto by shortening the 
slide one-half inch. The heart of any accu
rate auto is a match barrel, and Tim fits a 
Bar-Sto, Clark, Wilson, or Kart barrel to 
the action. He recuts the bushing relief 
because the muzzle end of the barrel is 
threaded for a half inch. He uses short , 
solid bushings which are rugged and pro
duce optimum accuracy. They also func
tion better than tapered cones with light 
PPC loads where there is no power factor. 

Next he mills the compensator from 
4140 steel. He drills and threads a one-half 
inch hole into it, and cuts the outside to 
exactly match the individual slide. He goes 
inside the slide and recuts the bushing lock
ing lug hole. Then he fits a shortened full
Iength recoil spring guide system. and an 
extended ejector. The finished compen
sated gun is just 5/s inch longer than the 
standard Government Model. 

With the port center-forward in the 

compensator, the front sight is dovetailed 
into the rear of the comp which butts up to 
within four one-thousandths of an inch 
from the slide. Exquisite mating of comp to 
slide is a distinctive feature of Brian's guns. 
Another is their perfect balance. His Phase 
Threes balance on a finger placed just 
ahead of the trigger. 

Brian presently compensates only autos 
by Springfield Armory or Colt. The Phase 
Three system on your .45 ACP will cost 
you $625 . Add $75 for .38 Super and 9mm 
calibers, because of the integral feed ramp. 
Throw in the cost of the gun itself and the 
various other refinements a top competitor 
needs or wants and your investment gets 
substantial. 

To make championship performance 
available to the budget-minded competitor, 
he combined the parabolic-curve expan
sion chamber of the Phase Three with a 
cost-saving exterior. The resultant god~ 
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The guns of Tim Brian include both customized revolvers and autos. His full
house IPSC auto features his Phase Ill compensator, Bo-Mar sights, Brown 
beavertail and handcut checkering. The revolver customized for Bianchi Cup 
also has a compensator along with a heavy barrel underlug, a bobbed 
hammer, Hogue grips and an action job. 

child is the Interphase, priced a full $350 
less than the Phase Three. 

The savings lies in less machine work; 
the slide is not shortened, and the compen
sator does not carry the design of the slide 
extended . A compromise in aesthetics , 
perhaps , but not in performance. The 
Interphase job includes a match barrel and 
an extended ejector. 

Not cutting the slide allows the 
gunowner some interesting versatility. The 
front sight remains on the slide , which 
means the compensator and match barrel 
can be removed , and the original barrel 
dropped back in. The uncompensated gun 
can be used for duty, or for the stock gun 
class in IPSC matches. The shooter 
basically has two guns in one. 

Overdosed on theory, I gathered up 
some guns and repaired to the range. I 
started off by firing a stock Gold Cup. 
Then I fired Phase Threes and Interphases 

with major loads, first in .45 ACP, then in 
.38 Super. Stairsteps to heaven . The reduc
tion in muzzle flip and felt recoil was 
remarkable. 

1 was having too much fun to stop. Mag
azine after magazine, switching from one 
gun to the other. Steel plates were falling , 
suddenly I was a better shot. Later I real
ized I'd gone through a couple of hundred 
rounds without a malfunction . 

Brian's. 38 Super shot so sweet I 
changed my mind about buying a straight 
Interphase .45 for my first comp gun . 
Instead , I ordered the .45 plus a separate 
slide and barrel with integral feed ramp for 
the .38 Super. Now I can plink plates with 
the Super and switch over-in seconds-to 
a .45 and bowl over those pins. Two guns in 
one. 

The competitor who wants to challenge 
for money or trophies, however, needs 
more than just the comp system. Brian's 
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Finalist package puts a complete competi
tion pistol within reach of the serious 
shooter of modest means. In addition to the 
lnterphase compensator system , The 
Finalist includes : Bo-Mar adjustable 
sights ; extended thumb safety; extractor 
adjusted; feed ramp polished and barrel 
throated; ejection port lowered and flared ; 
competition trigger and trigger job with 
overtravel stop; Commander-style ham
mer; oversize mag release ; mag well bev
eled; beavertail grip safety; Pachmayr fl.at 
mainspring housing ; Pachmayr combat 
grips ; and reblued slide. 

Cost of the Finalist package on a brand
new gun : $1195 on the Springfield 
Armory, $1345 on the Colt. On a 
customer-supplied pistol it's $820. As I 
said - affordable. Little wonder the Finalist 
is the hottest item in Brian's custom stable. 

Hand checkering and custom finishing 
deep blue or hard-chromed-are cosmetic 
options. The hard-chrome, done in Ber
ryville, Arkansas by Jim Kelley at Met
aloy, gives a durable stainl ess-steel 
appearance. Brian takes great pride in his 
hand-polished , rich, dark blue , but 
believes black sights on a chromed slide 
gives fast shooters a split-second edge in 
getting their sight picture. 

With Tim Brian's metal serrating and 
checkering, it's hard to draw the line 
between craft and art. In applying his con
siderable metalworking skills to utilitarian 
features , Brian attains the highest form of 
his pistolsmithing art. 

At the client's option, he'll checker the 
front strap, the mainspring housing, the 
magazine release, and the trigger guard . 
He'll mill fiat and serrate the top of the 
slide, and checker or serrate the rear of it if 
you like. His hand-cut checkering ranges 
from 20 to 40 lines per inch depending on 
location . 

The same ingenuity and care goes into 
Brian's custom revolvers. He offers two 
packages for Model 10 Smith & Wessons: 
the PPC Custom and the Action Custom. 
The PPC begins with a competition-grade 
action job that delivers a smooth , 8-pound 
double-action pull. It features a Douglas 
premium bull barrel to which Brian fits a 
custom underlug. He chamfers the cylin
der, recuts the forcing cone, and installs a 
ball crane lock for superior lock-up. He 
bobs the hammer, affixes a deluxe sight rib 
(Power Custom or Aristocrat) , and adds 
Pachmayr grips. 

The Action Custom , "the ultimate" for 
NRA Action/Bianchi competition, adds 
two things : the Doulgas premium barrel 
comes with integral compensator, and this 
package includes optics. Brian presently 
uses the Jarvis mount and gives clients 
their choice of Aimpoint , Burris or Tasco 
scopes. Including a "hand-picked" S & W 
Model 10, the PPC Custom weighs in at 
$825, and the Action Custom at $975 . 

Brian's current brochure can be ordered 
for $1 from: C. T. Brian , Dept. AH , 1101 
Indiana Court, Decatur, ~ 
IL62521. ~ 

47 



"'\"'l Then you have a "full nine" that is the 
VV size of a small .380 Auto, you really 

have something. For a while, there was one 
the Detonics Pocket 9, which is no longer 
made. It was a lovely piece of machinery, and 
it was expensive to manufacture, a fact that 
was one reason for its discontinuance. When 
it was available, it had a substantial price. 
Now that they're no longer in production, it's 
even more, if you can find one. 

And now, the good news: Around 1982, 
Dr. Nehemia Sirkis designed a handgun that 
fits the same cartridge-and-size description, 
and in late 1987 Armscorp of America began 
importing it. In the five years that passed 
during the development of the manufacturing 
set-up, Dr. Sirkis left the company, and the 
pistol is now made by Sardius Industries in 
Israel. It's called the SD9. A true ham
merless, striker-fired , the SD9 has a trigger 
system that is double-action-only. The striker 
is never cocked until the sliding trigger is 
pulled all the way to the rear, and the total 
movement is only 3/s of an inch. On the gun I 
tested, the pull was an even 10 pounds, 
smooth and quick. On standard targets or 
combat silhouettes; keeping respectable 
groups was easy. 

The sights are large, square post and 
square notch, and the dovetail-mounted rear 
sight can be drifted laterally. Both front and 
rear sights are low-profile, with no sharp 
snagging edges. A low flat rib extends the full 
length of the top of the slide. Except for the 
tough plastic grips and the trigger, the gun is 
all-steel, fo rmed and skillfully welded. The 
barrel and the separate internal breech block 
are machined from bar steel. The external 

Continued on page 88 

The manual safety lever, above, in 
the "fire" position and, below, in 
the "safe" position. 
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J'ESJ' REPORJ' 

ARMSCORP SD9 

L 

A pocket pistol with the power of the 9mm 
but the size of a . 380. 

I 

' ... 

ByJ.B. Wood 

-

The SD9 field stripped, showing its simplicity. The separate breech block is 
also easy to disassemble. 
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By James E. Fender 
Photos by Ichiro Nagata 

I n its March/April 1984 issue, American 
Hand.gunner published my evaluation 

of the big Wildey .45 Winchester Magnum 
gas operated semi-automatic pistol. The 
evaluation was somewhat negative. In fact , 
the article had been rejected by several 
other firearms publications before I sent it 
to former editor Jerry Rakusan. 

I went over the letters from various edi
tors a few days ago to refresh my memory 
of the reasons given not to publish the eval
uation . "We don't run negative evalua
tions," one editor wrote, "if we can't find 
something redeeming to say we just don't 
publish an evaluation because of the effect 
it will have on advertising." Another editor 
wrote that the time to write about the 
Wildey would be after the company was 
completely out of business, and a leisurely 
post-mortem could be done. 

Well, American Hand.gunner published 
the evaluation of the Wildey, warts and all. 
That says a lot about Jerry Rakusan and the 
publications he did so much to build, and 
this freedom to write the truth about a 
firearm is the reason I'm so very proud to 
be associated with American Hand.gunner 
and its sister publications. As most of you 
know by now, Jerry is no longer active in 
the day-to-day management of American 
Hand.gunner and the other publications of 
Firearms Marketing Group, but in my own 
humble way I want to pay tribute to an 
outstanding gentleman, editor and friend to 
whom the firearms enthusiasts of America 
owe much. 

Funny thing, but one person who agreed 
that I was right on the mark with the Ameri-
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ORIGINAL PISTOL 
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Twin guide lugs on either side of the 
hammer ;utting up from the frame 
help position the slide as it glides 
back and forth on the frame's slide 
rails. The white outline rear sight is 
fully adiustable for windage and ele
vation. The frame's tang, beneath the 
hammer, is a large "beavertail" style 
to distribute recoil forces over a 
larger portion of the hand's web and 
also prevent painful hammer bite. 

can Handgunner evaluation of the Wildey 
was the designer, Wildey J. (Will) Moore, 
himself. Well, Will Moore has breathed 
new life into the big bore gas operated 
semi-automatic he designed, and he is 
offering this pistol, which he has aptly 
named the Survivor, in the original .45 
Winchester Magnum chambering and an 
entirely new and interesting cartridge, the 
.475 Wildey. 

We'll take a look at the .475 Wildey, 
which for now is essentially a wildcat car
tridge, in just a moment. But before we get 
to that, a look at the travails of the Wildey 
pistol will give us some idea of just what it 
has taken to make a new Wildey company a 
reality. 

I've known Will Moore since before I 

did my original evaluation of the Wildey, 
and I've visited his operations in Connecti
cut at least two or three times a year since 
1982 to keep abreast of developments with 
the company and the pistol. 

Basically, Will had an unorthodox 
design for a gas operated semi-automatic 
pistol in the Wildey, but he lacked the fund
ing to produce and market the pistol on his 
own . In order to obtain the necessary 
financing Will made the decision to selJ 
stock in the original company. There was 
nothing wrong with this approach, and 
many small businesses routinely raise capi
tal by selJing equity in the form of stock in 
their corporations. 

However, in this particular situation 
people who had purchased stock in the ?Id 
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The detail stripped Survivor shows a 
trigger connecting bar from the pi
voting trigger back to the hammer 
and sear. The trigger bar is covered 
by a frame sideplate, unlike some 
less sophisticated pistols with ex
posed trigger bars. 

Wildey corporation wanted to participate 
in the management of the company. There's 
nothing wrong with this either since a basic 
tenet of our American system of free enter
prise is that those who invest their money 
in a corporation as stock holders have the 
right to assist in the selection of the com
pany's officers. 

Unfortunately for Will Moore, some of 
the people who had invested money wanted 
to take active roles in the production and 
marketing of the original autoloader even 

A vent rib is solidly attached to the barrel. One lock point 
is the screw above the muzzle, plus two others. 

The gas regulator ring may be adjusted to control the 
flow of gas that operates the rotary bolt of the Survivor. 

though they were not shooters or people 
knowledgeable about firearms. I recall a 
visit I made to the Cheshire, Connecticut , 
factory in late 1982 when one of the com
pany's officers told me that he had made a 
fortune in the manufacturing of cement 
blocks for the construction industry, and he 
did not see any difference between the 
manufacture of cement blocks and 
handguns. 

Will was forced to dilute his holdings in 
the company to raise working capital at the 
same time that other people in the company 
began dictating that various aspects of the 
pistol's design and production methods had 
to be changed. However well-intentioned 
these demands may have been, they had the 
net effects of dramatically increasing the 

price of the pistol and delaying full scale 
marketing of the Wildey autoloader. 

Will's share in the old Wildey, Inc. had 
been diluted to 25 % , and without his 
knowledge other share holders in the com
pany had formed a separate investment 
company to wrest operating control of 
Wildey, Inc. away from him. He was fired 
as president of Wildey, Inc. in January 
1983. The company's new management ran 
the old Wildey, Inc. into bankruptcy by the 
end of that year. 

The next few years were lean ones for 
Will Moore and his pistol , but we don't 
have time to dwell on details of that period . 
Will Moore never lost faith in himself or 
his gas operated big bore autoloader, and 

Continued on page 89 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER •JANUARY /FEBRUARY 1989 53 



AI4-inch Thompson/Center Contender 
l'"\.is nothing unusual and the shots it fired 
from a solid benchrest, with Burris scopes 
powered at 7x and !Ox, produced groups of 
a tight 21/z inches up to 51h inches which 
shouldn't be totally unexpected at reason
able ranges. But these ranges were com
pletely beyond anything I had ever been 
able to call reasonable. We were shooting 
at small boiler plate targets at a measured 
500 meters - not yards, but meters! 

Having been a mediocre to average 
hand gunner for a number of years, I have a 
working knowledge of breath control, trig
ger squeeze, proper sight picture and men
tal concentration. But I feel more comfort
able with the title of observer rather than 
any sort of expert, and I remain very skep
tical of seemingly outlandish claims until 
shown to the contrary. When Don Bower 
first told me of 500 meter groups under a 
minute of angle, and fired with a handgun , 
my skepticism level almost flew off the top 
of the scale. 

This same disbelief evaporated after a 
couple of trips to the range, where I first 
watched and then tried some shots myself. 
With one 6mm load from a .244 Bower 
barrel, I personally . produced a 3-shot 
group with its greatest center-to-center 
measurement at a flat 4 inches. That might 
not impress the small but growing group of 
500 meter benchrest buffs, but I'll never 
fail to be impressed with any group that I 
can produce at 100 yards or more that is 
under a minute of angle, and a 4-inch group 
at 500 meters is comfortably under a min
ute of angle in my math tables any day. And 
I did it again , and with a handgun yet! 

Don Bower and his brother John began 
experimenting with different loads in the 
early 1980's. Not satisfied with the chal
lenges at 100 and 200 yards, they began 
shooting at the 500 meter berm to present 
themselves with more of a Jong range 
challenge. 

Currently available cartridges didn't 

meet their requirements, so other avenues 
were explored. The accuracy and strong 
lockup system of the TIC provided a start
ing point. Don preferred a rimmed case, 
but was discouraged with short case life of 
available loads. Web separation was com
mon after three or four shots. He also 
wanted to try rifle powders with a slower 
burn to see if accuracy could be improved. 
The unresolved economics of cast bullets 
nagged the two brothers, and thought was 
given to questioning conventional head
spacing of rounds on the rim and shoulder 
of the case. 

Neither Don nor John can be classified 

This 500 meter group vividly shows 
the accuracy potential of the .264 
Bower wildcat cartridge. Hard to be
lieve, that's a 1.125" 3-shot group! 

as spring chickens, so when eyesight began 
hurting iron sight accuracy, optical sights 
were considered, even though commercial 
long-relief or intermediate-relief scopes 
for handguns were not as plentiful as were 
rifle scopes. 

So the quest for 500 meter accuracy 
began considering case capacity, powder, 
bullet selection, headspace and scope 
sights. 

If a cartridge were to be centered in the 
throat of the barrel by just barely engaging 
the bullet into the lands about . 001 " , and 
with the only other chamber contact being 

Continued on page 101 

Bower Balllstics 
Caliber Bullet Powder Primer Velocity 
.220 Bower 55 gr FMJBT 28.0 gr CCI #250 3140 fps 
Lightning IMR 4064 

.244 Bower 85 gr SPBT 31.5 gr CCI #200 2670 fps 

1: 
(6mm ) Speer IMR 4320 

75 gr HP 31.2 gr CCI #250 2800 fps 
Sierra IMR 4320 

.264 Bower lOOgrHP 32.5 gr Fed #210 2620 fps 
(6.5mm ) Sierra IMR 3031 

1: 
120 gr SPBT 31.7 gr CCI #250 2260 fps 
Nosier IMR4320 

1: 
.284 Bower 150gr (M ) 36.0 gr Fed #210M 2296 fps 
(?mm ) Sierra IMR 4064 

I' 130 gr SPBT 34.3 gr Fed #210M 2410 fps 
Speer IMR4895 

I' 
.300 Bower 150gr SPBT 40.2gr CCI #250 2360 fps 

Nosier IMR H4895 
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CUSTOM -PISTOLSMITJ 
Gun control, says renowned 

pistolsmith Andy Cannon, is a 
recoil-reducing compensator. The 
remarkably efficient Cannon-designed 
compensator on this custom Smith & 
Wesson Model 624 .44 Special is milled 
integrally from the premium Douglas 
match barrel. The expansion chamber 
design, carefully engineered to provide 
optimum accuracy while reducing recoil 
to the powder-puff level, has proven to be 
the last word in gun control. 

Cannon's Guns is accustomed to having 
the last word . On the street, at the 
matches, in the hunting fields. Cannon's 
Guns has pioneered new technologies, 
like the integrally milled Cannon com
pensator. The last word in action tuning, 
the last word in rugged reliability, the last 

word in accuracy. 
This Cannon Custom .44 Special is a 

multi-purpose revolver suitable for match 
shooting, small game hunting or, after 
removing the scope, self-defense. 

Andy Cannon calls this gun his "IPSC 
Package" designed for match winning 
performance at practical pistol, bowling 
pin shoots or the Bianchi Cup. 

The package of custom alterations and 
improvements seen on this magnificent 
revolver are available on other models 
and calibers of Smith & Wesson 
revolvers. 

Cannon's IPSC Package ($695t ) 
• Cannon's custom action tuning 
• Cannon's complete accurizing 
• Cannon's integral compensator 
• Cannon's custom underlug 

• Cannon's custom sight base 
• Cannon's matte-stainless finish 
• Cannon's yoke lock system 
• Douglas match barrel 
• Simmons 2 x wide-eye scope 
• Hogue Monogrip combat stocks 
(t price does not include new gun on 

which to build package; Simmons scope; 
scope rings) 

For the last word in quality pistol
smithing, get a free 18-page catalog of the 
complete pistolsmithing services of Can
non's Guns, write or call 

Cannon's Guns 
Dept. AH 
Box357 

Victor, MT 59875 
(406) 642-3937 
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TO INTIR CONTISTs Use a postcard 
(no envelopes) and follow sample. Send 
to AMERICAN HANDGUNNER, Dept. Hl, 
POB 880409, San Diego, CA 92108-0009. 
Mail before February l, 1989. 
L1111lt I entry per household. 

"DO YOU HUNT WITH A HANDGUN?" 
(Y)YES 
(N)NO 

IF NO, DO YOU HUNT WITH A RIFLE OR 
SHOTGUN? 
(Y)YES 
(N)NO 

Address ______________ _ 

Ci ty, State, ZiP-------------

Circl e your answ er to questi o n : (Y) (N ) ( Y) (N ) 

If I win, please ship m y gu n thr ough : 

Dea ler ______________ _ 

Address ______________ _ 

City, Slate, ZiP -------------

Phone ( ) _ -__ Store Hours _ om_ pm 

Contest vo id where ta xed or prohibited by low. 

Winners must comply wilh all federal and loca l lows. 

Contest open to U.S. res idents only. Employees and 

agents of Publishers' Development Corp. not e ligib le. 

No purchase necessary. Winners will be notified by 

REGISTERED MAIL on offi c;ot lellerheod . 





By Massad Ayoob 
Photos by Ichiro Nagata 

0 
ne rainy fall after
noon in 1981 I was 
having a drink with 
Bill Ruger and 
asked him if he'd 

ever thought of bringing out a 
belly gun. "Not likely," he said, 
"I think that market's glutted at 
the moment." 

A few years later, however, 
Bill had reconsidered. I sat in his 
office at the New Hampshire 
plant , sworn to secrecy, as I 
looked over the blueprints for a 
heavy-duty .38 snubnose. By 
early 1988, I had testfired a burr
hammered prototype at the 
Newport factory and been 
amazed at its controllability with 
hot Remington + P ammo. By 
July of 1988, I had a production 
gun on hand with three-inch 
barrel. 

Before reaching my editor's 
deadline, I had the chance to put 
the guns in the hands of about a 
hundred Lethal Force Institute 
students, ranging from new
comers to a pair of ten-man, 

I 

The Ruger SP-101 conceals well in a shoulder 
holster, yet it's quick to bring into action. 

highly advanced pupils in LFI-111 courses. 
The new hideout .38 is called the SP-101. It is available in 21/4" and 3" barrel lengths. The 

latter registers 26.9 ounces on my calibrated Pitney Bowes scale. This is a bit on the hefty 
side, but remember, an extra inch of heavy barrel takes up a good bit of that. The 21/4" has 
considerably less weight and will, I expect, account for the bulk of sales. This has certainly 
been the case with S&W, Colt, Charter and Taurus in the past. 

The first thing that hits the average shooter is the "live feel" neoprene grip, a small version 
of the unit seen on the flagrantly popular GP-100 .357 Magnum service revolver. The soft 
cushioning of the grip gives an extremely secure hold, and combines with the small framed 
gun's low bore axis to reduce muzzle jump to an amazing minimum. At the same time, the 
sting in the hand is eliminated. I find it a chore to shoot + P in a standard-stocked Chiefs 
Special, but it's a delight in the factory-gripped SP-101. The absence of painful recoil was the 
single attribute most often noted (and with the most exclamation points!) on my graduates' 
written reviews. 

The sight picture is excellent, too. The rear notch is wide open like the old Colt Detective 
Special, and the front sight is blued, ramped, and serrated. The combination is a glare-free 
sighting image that's easy to pick up under stress or in subdued light. On our three-inch, the 
flat plane of the barrel top created the visual illusion of the front sight floating in space 
between the walls of the rear notch . This does not, however, slow you down in gaining a 
flash sight picture. 
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The wee wheelgun is a five-shooter, but with considerably 
thicker cylinder walls than a Chief, Charter, or Taurus of similar 
design. The SP-101 follows the course of the Redhawk and GP 
revolvers: extra thick for extra strength, and engineered for a 
lifetime of use with the hottest loads of the designated caliber. 
Picture a cylinder about the diameter of a 6-shot D-frame Colt of 
Diamondback or Dick Special persuasion, but bored through with 
five .38 Special chambers instead of six, and you'll have the idea. 

The frame is thicker and heavier-duty than the Colt's, however, 
particularly through the topstrap. The SP-101 would not fit either of 
my finely-moulded DeSantis and Alessi holsters for Detective 
Specials, but worked fine in generic rigs. Plan on packing your 
SP-101 in nylon until the big leathermakers come on line, which 
should be accomplished by the time you read this. 

Accuracy is outstanding with these little guns. It has long been 
known among experts that a little . 32-frame Chief Special can be as 
accurate as a Model 10; the problem is, there's so little to hang onto 
that the average person can't line it up steady enough. We're talking 
the difference between inherent accuracy and practical accuracy. 

The SP-101 has both. At the superb Reinholt range in Winimac, 
Indiana, veteran handgun expert Jim Reinholt and I were both able to 
average four out of five hits on a 100 yard IPSC target on demand 
with the test SP-101. By contrast, I average about two out of five at 
that distance with one of the little .32-frame bellyguns. 
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The action is smooth, even and 
firm without being heavy. A 
Model 10 Smith would be slicker, 
but it would also be bigger. Most 
of our testers judged the trigger 
more controllable in rapid dou
ble-action fire than their small 
frame Colts, Smiths, Charters, 
and in some cases, Tauruses. 

Our test gun has a conven
tional, serrated hammer spur. 
This did not thrill the testers, 
most of whom wrote that they'd 
opt for a spurless, DA-only ham
mer, or for a shrouded frame 
design like the S&W Bodyguard. 
In fairness, these were not main
stream purchasers looking at 
buying a snub .38 as their pri
mary protection handgun, but 
graduates of a course that empha
sizes the use of belly gun tech-

The SP-101 sports a barrel 
underlug which helps kick 
the weight up to 27 ozs. 

The five-shot cylinder (above left) minimizes bulk in the 
hideout snubby, yet the beefy chamber walls lend 
strength and durability. The frame extension (above) 
accommodates Ruger's subtly rounded rubber-walnut 
grips. Looking closely, you can see the surface pores in 
the investment cast stainless steel. Ruger perfected cast
ings years ago, but the raw casting must be scrupulously 
polished to achieve the shine like that of the frame's 
sides. 
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nology as a snag-free deep 
concealment weapon carried as a 
hideout or backup. 

Prototypes had been handled 
with a burr hammer like the Colt 
Commander. The higher eche
lons finally nixed this idea, feel
ing that it might too easily slip out 
from under a thumb and cause a 
lawsuit. Actually, I rather liked 
the burr configuration: it would 
secure on a safety strap but would 
be much less likely to snag on 
clothing in a fast draw from con
cealment than a conventional 
spur. The burr hammer, I'm told, 
was the brainchild of Ruger exec 
Steve Vogel. I'm told Steve and I 
look like twin brothers, so I'm not 
surprised that such a good
lookin' man should also be bright 
enough to come up with a great 

The recoil shield, an as-cast 
unpolished portion of the 
SP-101, again shows the 
porosity of cast guns. 

idea. 
Down the line, HI like to see 

both burred and spurless ham
mers made optional for this 
excellent weapon; the precedent 
for the latter has long existed in 
the Ruger Speed Six revolver 
series. 

Like all Ruger handguns, the new SP-101 features innovative design, ergonomic 
thought and, above all, quality throughout. The author, Massad Ayoob, thinks the 
robust 5-shot belly gun could digest .357 Magnum pressures, but neither he nor Ruger 
advise it. Nonetheless, it's a remarkably strong gun and + P + .38 Special is OK. 

Construction is all-stainless. 
We ran everything through this gun from factory + P to cops-only 
+ P + and including handloads that appeared to have verdegris on 
them. Not only were there no misfires or weapon failures, but the 
gun digested over a thousand rounds of mixed diet without a cleaning 
before sludge built up enough to warrant cleaning the gun. For five 
weeks including rain sessions, it wasn't even wiped down. It sits next 
to my typewriter at the moment, utterly blemish-free. 

While most of us aren't dumb enough to shoot junk ammo in a fine 
handgun, the fact that it stood up to neglect speaks well of the SP-IOI. 
Guns like this tend to be carried close to the body and subjected to all 
manner of perspiration and other things that turn blue guns brown. 
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Suggested retail on the SP-101 is going to be $370. That's a big bite 
for a two-inch .38. Consider that the Taurus Model 85 stainless goes 
for $253 retail with 2" or 3" barrel, and a stainless Model 60 S&W 
Chief runs $357. The stainless Smith Bodyguard 649 slightly out
prices the Ruger at $377. 

The Ruger tradition has always been to slightly undersell the 
counterpart Smith & Wesson product. This pricing marks a depar
ture from that longstanding police market strategy. Bill just says 
gruffly, '1t's a better gun than anything else of its kind. I'm not 
worried about competitive pricing, because no other product is 
competitive with it." Continued on page 99 
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By Massad Ayoob 
Photos by Ichiro Nagata 

The first shot fire.cl at the first Bianchi Cup 
was a Ten at 10 o'clock on the scoring 

ring, fire.cl from the 10 yard line in Match 
One, the Practical Event. The hole was made 
by a 125 grain Fe.deral semi-jackete.d hollow-

championship laurels somewhere or other 
along the line, took the offer at faith and flew 
to Columbia, Missouri. 

And, to none of our surprise, the thing 
turne.d out to be real. Ron Lerch, whose 
previous claim to fame was top place in the 
IPSC Founder's Meeting shootoff at the same 
range three years before, won the event. 

LAPD officer John Pride makes it two in a row 
in the tenth annual tournament of champions. 

point + P .38 Special, out of the six-inch 
Douglas barrel of a Ron Power Custom 
Smith & Wesson Model 15. 

I remember that shot well, because I 
fire.cl it. 

Things have progressed considerably 
from that drizzly May morning to the tenth 
Memorial Day week of the Bianchi Cup. In 
the beginning, there had been doubt. One 
match - Dr. Robert Burgess's shoot in 
Laramie, Wyoming- had turne.d out to be a 
real money tournament, but others such as 
one stage.cl in Las Vegas had proven to be 
ripoffs. They were talking $10,000 in prize 
money then, and that was big money for 
pistol shooters. Because Ray Chapman and 
John Bianchi were involved, about 100 
knowledgeable competitors who'd won 
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Mickey Fowler, who would win the Cup for 
the next three years straight, came in second 
after failing to remember to reload a maga
zine into his Hoag longslide .45 midway 
through the falling plate event. I came in 
about 14th, with former national IPSC champ 
Kirk Kirkham on one side of me and legend
ary gunfighter and PPC champion Jim 
Cirillo on the other. 

In the decade that followe.d, the Cup 
change.cl considerably. Perhaps the most nota
ble changes are: 

*In the mid-Eighties, the Cup cease.cl to be 
a "tournament of champions" .and was 
opene.d to anyone who wante.d to come, irre
spective of whether they'd won titles before. 
The cachet of being one of "the best 200 
handgunners in the free world" disappeare.d, 
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but was not terribly missed. Elitism does not 
go well with a sport as egalitarian as 
handgunning. 

*In the early Eighties, Brian Enos 
pioneered the use of the Aimpoint. Today, 
electronic or optical sights so dominate the 
sport that no iron sight shooter has made the 
Top Twenty at Bianchi Cup since the intro
duction of the glass aiming tube. 

*Attempts to alter the basic Cup format 
were sown on infertile soil. For a year or two, 
all shooters were required to fire from a 
standing position, the better to negate the 

publicly-perceived advantage of IPSC shoot
ers over PPC and bullseye aficionados. The 
same people still won, and the rule quickly 
went back to "any position at any stage." 

*For the first four years, the Colt .45 auto
matic fired from a Weaver stance was the 
combination that won. For the last six years, 
a Smith & Wesson Kor L frame .38 revolver 
with weighted barrel and glass sight (five 
times an Aimpoint, once a Tasco) fired from 
an Isosceles position was the recipe for 
Bianchi Cup victory. Similarly, a crossdraw 
scabbard by Gordon Davis or Bianchi took 
the first four cups, while Ernie Hill or Ted 
Blocker style open front holsters on the 
strong side hip were worn by the champions 
into the last six winners' circles. 

*Each year, the standards of excellence 
grew higher. The score that won the first 
Bianchi Cup would not have made the Top 

Twenty for the past few years. Early on, 
thinking that a 1900 out of 1920 possible 
points was beyond the scope of human 
endeavor, John Bianchi offered $5,000 to any 
shooter who could blast his way into the 
"1900 Club." That was not the smartest move 
John Bianchi ever made. Within a couple of 
years, the offer had to be withdrawn. So 
many handgunners had picked up on Action 
Shooting and gotten their clubs up and run
ning with Bianchi-style barricade ranges, 
falling plates, and moving targets to practice 
on, that it swiftly reached the point where 

you had to crack the 1900 limit just to make 
the Top Twenty. 

*The biggest single change was the mid
Eighties takeover of the Cup's administration 
by the National Rifle Association . The 
assembled body of shooters well knew that 
NRA was into routine, shoot-for-the-medals 
type stuff, and considered putting shooters up 
in military barracks at Camp Perry to be the 
high point of the year. The Cup shooters, on 
the other hand , were the fledgling cadre of 
the Professional Circuit, accustomed to stay
ing at a Hilton Hotel that had ''Welcome, 
Bianchi Cup Shooters" lit up on its marquee. 

At this critical juncture, the predictable 
occurred. 

The Downsllde 
of the Cup 

A year after NRA had taken over the 

John Pride (left) shows his winning form and his victorious Jarvis-tuned Smith 
& Wesson 686. He won with PMC .38 Special 158 gr. target loads. There's John 
shooting from prone at the crucial Falling Plate Event. (Above) Kenn Tapp, left, 
and Brian Enos compete man-on-man in the shootoff for the top 20 finishers. 
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Bianchi Cup, the event that had become 
known as the "Wimbledon of Pistol Shoot
ing" had taken a deep nosedive. The general 
consensus was that NRA had screwed up the 
class act that John Bianchi had put together. 
Within a year, the Cup format had become an 
NRA discipline called Action Shooting, and 
the winner-take-all format had been replaced 
by the usual Master/Expert/Sharpshooter/ 
Marksman classifications. This would have 
been OK but for the fact that the only people 
who had classifications were those who had 
previous.ly shot the tournament of cham-

pions. It skewed the stats for those shooters to 
an embarrassing degree. 

You could be the top action shooter in your 
part of the country, one of the top 100 in the 
world, but the rarefied heat of Bianchi Cup 
competition had put you down into the sec
ond quarter of the four divisions of cham
pions, and thus you were labelled "Expert" or 
"Sharpshooter" instead of"Master." In short, 
you were a black belt in your own local 
kingdom, but youtl just been demoted to 
brown belt or purple belt. It was not surpris
ing that a certain number of forrner Bianchi 
Cup devotees all of a sudden felt a dampening 
of their enthusiasm. 

By 1986, the Cup was drawing less than 
120 shooters . At least one State Action 
Shooting Championship that year, the New 
Hampshire event conducted by Pioneer 
Sportsmen Club, drew more competitors 
than the tournament that had become 
the National NRA Action Shooting 
Championship. 

The word among the insiders was grim. 
NRA's head honchos figured that getting into 
Action Pistol had been a bad move. They 
gave the match one year to make good, and if 
it kept going down, it wouldn't get another 
chance. Theytl kill it before its tenth year. 

The deathwatch was sitting in place. 

The Reluvenation of 
Bianchi Cup 

The year 1987 saw a helluva lot more 
shooters make the Cup. The word had gone 
out through American Handgurmer that this 
might just be the last year, and anybody whotl 
been thinking about having shot the presti
gious event realized this could well be their 
last chance. 

The Cup came off well. The numbers of 
shooters flourished again . A cop won it for 
the first time- LAPD's John Pride-and a 
new generation of hard-shooting lawmen 
took him as their role model and figured that 
if he could prevail in Action Shooting, so 
could they. Jim Davis, the single individual at 
NRA most responsible for bringing the Cup 
back from the dead, did not bask in his glory: 
he began to set the stage for the Tenth Anni
versary Bianchi Cup, and he included cate
gories like High Military and High Junior, 
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A delayed blowbaclc, fixed barrel .38 
Super from Greg Ferris features a 
heavy frame extension, Aimpoint 
sight and muzzle stud for gripping 
the gun on the Barricades. It's re
markably accurate. 

welcome stages that had never before been 
instituted at the event. 

Now, Cup X was set to unfold . 

Bianchi Cup Ten In 
Action 

On the old TV show Wide World of Sports, 
you'd hear the music as the announcer 
intoned, "The thrill of victory . .. and the 
agony of defeat." At Bianchi Cup, you still 
hear that music. 

You walk to the line knowing that if you do 
it exactly right, you'll fire 192 shots during an 
elapsed total firing time of 60 seconds for the 
Falling plates, 52 seconds for the Barricades, 
72 seconds for the Mover, and about 80 sec
onds for the Practical event. 264 seconds or 
so seconds, 4.4 minutes of shooting. 

And you can win $10,000 for first place. It 
can run considerably more than that. Cup 
Champions have walked away with a stated 
$20,000 or more in total prize winnings, 
including merchandise awards at full retail , 
because it's kind of hard to win the aggregate 
without winning or at least placing in the four 
sub-matches, which also carry their own 
heavy awards, and then there are the team 
matches and the side matches. 

But look at just the $10,000. If you win, if 
you do everything right, that comes out to 
about $38 per secorul of shooting time. 

If you fail , you realize that all your prac
tice, and the several hundred dollar entry fee, 
and your time off work, and your travel cost 
to Columbia, have all come to naught. Let's 
face facts : a whole lot more people lose 
money shooting Bianchi Cup than win 
money doing it. 

Ten thousand dollars. That's what comes 
back to you as you sit in the cauldron of the 
Cup with a gun in your hand. That's what you 
can win if you do everything right. 
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And, to continue the corollary, that's w!Jat 
you lose if you do everything wrong. That, 
and the estimated $1,500 per competitor it 
costs every one of those 200 or so handgun
ners to come and enter the arena of blistering 
pressure that is Bianchi Cup. 

Why, then, do so many people come to 
play these odds, odds that don't look good 
when you compare them on the surface to the 
blackjack tables of Las Vegas? The dif
ference is, Vegas is luck and the Cup is skill, 
and if you are good at shooting there is some
thing that lures you, nay, demaruls you to 
come and try your hand in this most unforgiv
ing of arenas. Just to see if you can take the 
heat. 

The Crucible 
Nowhere is the pressure as intense as at the 

Cup. When John Pride shot to defend his title 
this year, the S& W 686 with its heavy Jarvis 
barrel sleeve and its Aimpoint 2000 scope 
seemingly immobile at the end of his isos
celes stance as bullet after 158 grain PMC 
bullet found its way into the X-ring. He 
looked like a machine. 

He went through the Falling Plates with a 
host of tie-breaking followups sledged down, 
until the white steel disks were falling 
together like a rippling wave, and he shot a 
perfect score on the Practical as well. On the 
Barricades, he started to draw prematurely as 
he heard the hiss of the pneumatic Action 
Target system turning the tombstone-shaped 
cardboard targets. Realizing that this would 
be a penalizing false start, he threw his hands 
back shoulder-high, started his draw over as 
the sound of the other shooters' gunfire 
echoed in his ears, and incredibly managed to 
rip all six bullets into the Ten and X rings 
before the target turned . He finished that one, 
too, with a perfect score. 

Then came the moving target event. John 
shot perfectly on the early stages. Then, for 
one instant as he watched the target with the 
red dot of his Aimpoint superimposed, his 
index finger autonomically stroking the trig
ger, the image came to him: ten thousarul 
dollars! 
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An advantageous alternative to casting 
J-\.bullets is using ready-swaged lead bul
lets . High-pressure swaging produces 
sharp and well filled-out contours, and 
eliminates hidden bubbles, which affect 
accuracy. 

One top-quality supplier of swaged bul
lets is the 3-D Company, whose bullets 
include .356" , .358" , .430", and .452" 
diameters. Hardness is equivalent to 5 % 
antimony, enough for most cast bullet uses. 
The 3-D catalog lists loading data, conven
ient for the reloader. 

3-D supplied several types of .356" and 
.358" diameter bullets for testing. Weigh
ing 10 148-grain hollow-base wadcutters 
on a Dillon Eliminator scale showed that 
actual weight was 148.8 grains, varying 
less than 1/ 10 grain either way. 

Loading was with a Dillon Model 550B 
press with the new Powder Measure Fail
Safe Device. Powders and primers were 
Winchester, as were the 9mm cases. The 
.38 loads were in 3-D cases. As 3-D did not 
supply 9mm loading data , it was necessary 
to work up a moderate load , using 
Winchester #452AA . Loads ranged from 
4 .5 grains to 5.5 grains, with 5 grains giv
ing best accuracy, yet no signs of over
pressure. 

Test-firing was from a Ransom Rest, 
with the test target at 25 yards. A PACT 
Precision Chronograph gave velocity and 
spread, and the infra-red printer made a 
permanent record of each group. Hand
guns were a SIG P226, a S&W M52 , and a 
Ruger GP-100 revolver. 

Firing several groups with "check 
ammo," cartridges of known velocity and 
accuracy, ensured that the equipment was 
working properly. For the 9mm, this was 
115 gr. JHP CCI Blazers. In .38 Special, 
check ammo was IMPACT 148 gr. HBWC 
Factory Target Ammunition. All groups 
were five-shot. 

The first test was with the 125-gr. RN 
9mm: 
LOAD VELOCITY SPREAD GROUP 

SIZE 
5 gr. 

#452AA 1134 fps 12 fps 411i6" 
1135fps 3lfps 2 15h6" 
1144fps 9fps 37/s" 

This is good accuracy with the P226 , a 
police weapon. Also remarkable was the 
very slight "spread," or difference between 
the highest and the lowest velocities 
recorded . 

In .38 Special the 148 grain HBWC 
worked well with 3.4 grains of Winchester 
#231 . 3-D's recommended overall length is 
1.167" , which leaves a lip of lead at the 
case mouth. This obstructed feeding in the 
Model 52's magazines. Flush-seating the 
bullets and crimping the cases slightly 
solved the problem. 

The first test was with the Model 52 . 
Check-firing had produced groups which 
averaged .91". This is remarkable, and 
shows what's possible with new compo
nents and tight quality control. Reloads 
gave these results: 

LOAD VELOCITY SPREAD GROUP 
SIZE 

3.4 gr. 
#W-231 810fps 36fps 111h6" 

811 fps 25 fps l3h6" 
814 fps 16 fps J l/4 " 

These were tight groups, with the group 
averages were only 4 fps apart. All mea
sured well under 2 inches, but there's no 
exact correlation between spread and on
paper accuracy. Although the groups did 
not quite match the superb ones shot with 
factory ammo, they still were respectable. 

The load gave these results in the 
GP-100: 
LOAD VELOCITY SPREAD GROUP 

SIZE 
3.4 gr. 

#W-231 816 fps 41 fps 11/411 

810 fps 15 fps 23/s" 
794fps 32fps 11/z " 

Often , one or more revolver chambers 
may be slightly tighter or looser, or may 
index differently. These affect consistency. 

3·D 
SWAGED 
BULLETS 
By Tony Lesce 

The next load was the .358 158 grain 
SWC. This bullet's crimping groove estab
lishes overall length at 1.458" in the .38 
Special case. Firing was in the GP-100: 
LOAD VELOCITY SPREAD GROUP 

SIZE 
4.0 gr. 
#W-231 747fps l6fps l 11h6" 

745 fps 46 fps J 15fi6" 
719 fps 26 fps 15/s" 

Swaged bullets save time and labor over 
bullet casting. Lead bullets work well for 
paper-punching, and some use them for 
hunting small animals, because their mod
erate velocities don't produce excessive 
expansion. For best accuracy, velocities 
should be below IOOO or 1100 fps . Test
firing in several handguns showed that 3-D 
swaged bullets, because of their consis
tency, can give very good accuracy. 

For a complete catalog, write 3-D, 
Dept. AH , P.O. Box J , Doniphan, NE 
68832 or call 1-800-255-6712 
toll free. 

SIMPLE. 

Thirty-three parts. Two pins. No screws. The simplicity of the Glock 
17, 9mm semi-automatic pistol. From its easy ~ 
takedown and light weight, to its remarkable and 
unfailing accuracy, you'll find it to be simply terrific. QCK 
Now available-GLOCK 7 7L Competition Model 

GLOC~ INC. • P.O. Box 369 • Smyrna, GA 30081 • (404) 432-1202 
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United States Frame Specialists offers faithful copies 
of Colt SAAframes, cylinders and trigger guards. 
Combine these basics with other SAA parts from 
Shape l's and you've got all the ingredients for a 

----- -----
... •4• 

PARTS~:tat1IL~ 
SIXSKOOTE1R 

By John Taj.fin 

The late 1950s were a great time for a 
teenager interested in handguns. The 

market was bulging with exceptional 
values. Colt 191 l's could be had for $15 , 
and there were many double actions avail
able from both Colt and Smith & Wesson at 
reasonable prices. 

I believe I paid $25 for a Smith & 
Wesson Model 1917 .45 ACP Colt Single 
Actions could be had in mint condition for 
around $90 and the same in good repair
able condition could be had for $30-$50. 
Of course, a weeks pay for this teenager 
was $45! 

Like most shooters, I expected the sup
ply to always be there and started accumu
lating Colt Single Action barrels and cylin
ders to some day pick up an old Bisley or 
Frontier Model and restore it with a brand 
new barrel and cylinder. As the years went 
by, prices rose rapidly on the old Colts until 
even a dog would run $400 to $500, but I 
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still continued to pick up a number of 
barrel/cylinder combinations hoping 
against hope that someday . . . 

Someday never came. The supply of old 
Colts dried up and suddenly the Colt Single 
Action itself was no more. And there I 
found myself with a box full of Colt barrels 
and cylinders. Kind of like being dressed 

up and no place to go. For awhile it was 
possible to pick up Bisleys for reasonable 
prices and two sets of .44 Special barrels 
and cylinders were used to modernize the 
Bisley Colts. 

Just as Colt announced the cessation of 
regular production of the Colt Single 
Action Army, help was found for those 
packrats like myself who have barrels and 
cylinders but no place to put them. United 
States Frame Specialists (3667 S. 16th St., 
Dept. AH, Milwaukee, WI 53207) is now 
marketing the three Colt Single Action 
parts that are not available, namely the 
frame, backstrap and trigger guard. 

Not only are they offering frames for 
sale, but also USFS is covering all the bases 
with four different frames in three different 
modes of finish. Frames can be had in the 
standard Single Action Model; the Black 
Powder Model, with a transverse screw 
holding in the cylinder pin; a Flat Top Tar
get Model ; and a Sheriffs Model with no 
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provision for an ejector rod. 
All models are available as-cast, pol

ished , or color case-hardened. Prices run 
from $110 for a standard, raw Single 
Action frame to $220 for a color case
hardened Sheriff's Model frame . All 
frames are made from I 020 steel. 

Each frame includes the recoil plate and 
the loading gate assembly and can be 
ordered to accept either old or new style 
barrel threads. To finish off the frame, the 
backstrap/trigger guard assembly is avail
able for $80. Dealer inquiries are invited. 
USFS also handles all the other parts 
necessary to assemble a finished single 
action plus they will provide completed 
guns on special order. 

When I received my standard Single 
Action frame, I had some difficulty decid
ing just what barrel /cy linder combination 
to install. I finally decided on a .45 Colt 
with a seven and one-half inch barrel and I 
also decided to go the smart way and take 
all the parts to a gunsmith for fitting. 
Shapel's (I 708 N. Liberty, Boise, ID 
83704) is a third and fourth generation 
gunshop plus they are one of the few shops 
in the country that carry a complete line of 
Colt Single Action parts available over
the-counter or by mail. They probably 
have that part you've been unable to locate. 

Shapel's has rescued me a number of 
times and where else can you find a 
gunsmith that would crawl out from under 
a pick-up he was repairing on a Saturday 
evening to fix a gun that I needed for a 
silhouette match the next day? My USFS 
frame, barrel, cylinder and a box of parts 
entered Shapel's under my arm and I 
encountered my first problem . 

They had just received a supply of four 
and three-quarter inch .45 Colt barrels and 
now I had a dilemna. Did I want a seven 
and one-half inch Colt or a more practical 
four and three-quarter inch packin' length? 
I opted for the latter and swapped straight 
across. 

Since I wanted to do an article on the 
USFS frame and the sixgun that could be 
made from it , and also since they all appre
ciate single actions at Shapel's, Robert 
"Rocky" York , one of the gunsmiths, 
turned the project into a labor of love. 

A couple of problems surfaced imme
diately. The frame was too large for both 
the hammer and the base pin , both of them 
wobbling around in their respective places. 
After building up the sides of the hammer 
with shims totaling .010;' Rocky decided 
to try another hammer. As it turned out, the 
frame was not at fault, both parts were well 
under-standard size and were replaced by 
Shapel's. This turned out to be a blessing in 
disguise as Rocky adapted an older ham
mer to fit, which has a much nicer profile 
than the current supply of third generation 
hammers. 

In a few days, I recieved a call that my 
"Colt" was ready for test firing and I hur
ried to Shapel's to do the honors. Every
thing seemed to be okay; the next step was 
to head for the foothills and really try it out . 

-

Four frames available include Single 
Action Model, Black Powder Model, 
Flat Top Target and Sheriff's Model. 

Using standard .45 Colt level handloads, 
the .45 was right on for elevation but shot 
three inches to the left. A closer examina
tion revealed why. The sight on the Colt 
barrel had been installed off center at the 
factory. 

I was not real pleased with the accuracy 
of the USFS .45 until I tried 19 .0 grains of 

H4227 with the 250 grain cast Keith bullet. 
This is a 850-900 fps load and shoots phe
nomenally in another short barreled .45 
Colt , a New Frontier with a four and three
quarter inch barrel. At 20 yards, the five 
shots from the new .45 went in one and 
one-fourth inches with four of the shots in 
one hole that measured three-fourths of an 
inch. It just doesn't get any better than this! 
Much of the credit must go to Shapel's 
Rocky King and his tender loving care 
assembling my new packin' .45. 

My "new Colt" is all blue except for the 
frame which is still in the raw, gray-cast 
finish. It really looks quite attractive this 
way, but as soon as we get the front sight 
adjusted so it is right on the money at 25 
yards with the 250 grain cast bullet/ 19 .0 
grains H4227 load , it is going to receive an 
all-blue working finish. The too-thick , at 
least for my personal taste, rosewood 
stocks borrowed from USFS will be 
replaced by plain vanilla walnut. No fancy 
grips for this .45. 

Add a soft cartridge belt of two and one
half inches in width with 15 cartridge loops 
and a simple holster, Tom Threepersons 
style, that rides high and exposes the trig
ger guard and hammer and the project will 
be complete. 

Many sixgunners are going to appreci
ate the gap that is being filled by the 
frames, backstraps and trigger guards for 
United States Frame Specialists. A wel
come home has been found for 
Colt barrels and cylinders. 

1 

AFFORDABLE. 

Quality at an affordable price. The unique polymer technology 
used in the Glock 17 pistol makes it the best value in a ~ 
9mm semi-automatic today. High strength and high QC K 
satisfaction. You get it all with the Glock 17. 

Now available-GLOCK 77L Competition Model 

GLOC~ INC. • P.O. Box 369 • Smyrna, GA 30081 • (404) 432-1202 
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The big move among law enforcement 
circles today is for more firepower. 

Many departments are still armed with six 
shot .357 Magnum or .38 Special 
revolvers while the criminal element has 
taken advantage of all the latest develop
ments and drug traffickers are often armed 
with high capacity fully-automatic 
machine pistols. 

The situation in the 1920s was quite sim
ilar as both bootleggers and bank robbers 
were armed with Thompson fully auto
matic "sub-machine guns" while law 
enforcement agencies were still tied to the 
.38 Special Colt or Smith & Wesson 
revolver. 

In 1929, Colt recognized the need and 
rose to the occasion. They did not come up 
with a new cartridge, but "magnumized" 
an existing one. The .38 Colt had been 
around since the turn of the century in the 
Model 1902 and offered a loading of a 130 
grain bullet at slightly over 1000 fps. Colt 
took the .38 Auto, raised its velocity to 

BY JOHN TAFFIN 

1300 fps and chambered it in the 1911 Gov
ernment Model. 

The new cartridge, christened the .38 
Super, was externally identical to the old 
.38 Automatic and could be chambered in 
the old guns with what could have been 
disastrous results. Obviously, lawyers had 

great all time success stories but only fairy 
tales end with everyone living happily ever 
after. 

Three problems worked against the .38 
Super: 

1) Ammunition. The only shape avail
able was the full metal jacket 130 grain 

the .38 Super 
not yet discovered the green pastures of 
I iabi1 ity suits. 

The .38 Super 1911 Colt, with a full 
magazine of nine rounds and one up the 
spout, was a vast improvement over the . 38 
Specials carried by so many law enforce
ment officers. Now they had the choice of a 
handgun that would put them on a closer
to-equal footing with the criminal element. 
The .38 Super should have been one of the 

round nosed bullet. It fed reliably but cut 
through tissue like a needle. 

2) Barrels. There is always at least two 
ways to do anything, the wrong way and 
the right way. Colt chose to do it the wrong 
way. Super .38 barrels were chambered so 
that the cartridge, unlike the .45 ACP 
which headspaces on the mouth , head
spaced on the rim. This sounds great , in 
theory, as it allows the handloader to crimp 

HIGH PERFORMANCE .38 SUPER FAVORITE LOADS 
VELOCITY 

1485 

1400 

1300 

1200 

1100 

1000 

8.0 8.5 10.5 11.5 7.0 7.6 8.6 10.6 7.0 7.5 8.0 7.0 8.5 7.0 8.0 8.5 5.0 5.5 8.0 7.0 8.0 8.6 LOAD 
u u v 8 u u B B u u u u #5 #5 #1 #1 u u w w #1 #1 POWDER 

90 gr. 115 gr. 125 gr. 140 gr. 140 gr. 160 gr. 
Sierra JHC Sierra JHC Speer JHP Hornady JHP RCBS #38-150KT Lyman #358311 RN 

Powders: (U) Unique, (B) Blue Dot, (#5) AA#5, (#7) AA#7, (W) WW540. 

All loads were fired from a Colt Commander .38 Super with a Wilson match grade .four-inch barrel. Brass used was Winchester; primer was 
CCI #300 . All readings taken as an average between PACT and Oehler 33 chronographs. Neither the author nor American Handgunner 
accept any responsibility for results obtoined with this data due to the inherent variations in reloading components and individual tech
niques of handloading. This data is for information only. 
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bullets instead of depending on the mouth 
of the case for headspacing. The problem 
was that the rim of the case had very little 
support in the Colt barrels and would often 
move fo rward when struck by the fi ring pin 
resulting in mediocre accuracy at best. 

3) Smith & Wesson. Six years later, in 
1935, S&W brought out their answer to 
law enfo rcement needs, the .357 Magnum . 

The .357 Magnum became one of the 
all-time genu ine success stories nearly kill 
ing off the . 38 Super in the process. Smith 
& Wesson had done their homework well , 
first working with heavy .38 Special loads 
in the .38-44 Heavy Duty revolver. When 
the 3112 " .357 Magnum was introduced, the 
FBI and other agencies immediately took 
to it. General George Patton bought one of 
the fi rst while stationed in Hawaii in '35 
and called it his killing gun . 

As a defensive weapon, is the .357 Mag
num that much better than the .38 Super? 
To answer this question, I compared my 
3112 " Model 27 with my .38 Super Com
mande r as to the guns the mse lves , 
ammunition performance, and accuracy. 

Fully loaded, the Model 27 3 1/z " x .357 
Magnum weighs 45 ounces, the .38 Com
bat Commander goes .4 1112 ounces, and if 
one goes to the lightweight Commander, 
that drops to 34 ounces. Weight can make a 
big difference during a long day, so chalk 
rine up for the .38 Super. 

The .357 Magnum carries six shots, the 
.38 Super carries 10, plus repeat shots and 
reloading are much easier with the semi
automatic .38. Chalk up three more fo r the 
.38 Super. 

Ammunition selectability certainly goes 
to the . 357 Magnum with dozens of choices 
ava il able as to the bullet shape, bullet 
weight , etc. But let's compare apples to 
apples, and look at perfo rmance of like 
ammunition in the 31/z " .357 and the 3.35 " 
.38 Super. The Commander has a 4 1/4 " 
barrel but . 900 " of that is the case length of 
the cartridge itself. 

Using factory 125 grain loadings in the 
.357 gave the fo llowing results: Hornady, 
1262 fps; Federal, 1244 fps; Winchester, 
1287 fps; CCI Blazer, 1220 fps. Winches
ter 125 grain Silvertips go 1167 fps in the 
.38 Super, so give the .357 a slight edge, 
but remember, the .357 carries six rounds, 
the .38 Super, 10. 

Factory ammunition with 140 grain bul
lets goes 12 12 fps (Hornady) and 1226 fps 
(Winchester) in the .357 . Factory 140 
grain ammunition for the .38 Super is not 
available but handloading gives the fo llow
ing without pushing hard . Using either 
Hornady or Speer 140 grain hollow points 
over 7 .0 grains of Unique in the .38 Super 
yields veloc it ies of 1224 and 1246 fps 
respectively. Dead even! 

Accuracy has always been a major prob
lem with the .38 Super. Mine would barely 
stay on paper at 25 yards and if I dropped 
the .38 Super loads in my Model 27 , yep 
they do fit , I could get groups under two
inches. I finally got to the point of no longer 
being able to stand the poor performance 
of the .38 Super and sent it off to Bill 

Wilson (Wilson's Gun Shop, Dept. AH , 
P.O. Box 578, Berryv ille, AR 726 16) and 
asked that he install a barrel that head
spaces on the mouth of the case, rather than 
on the rim . 

The results were grati fy ing to say the 
least. My favorite .38 Super load of 150 
g rain Keith bullet over 5.5 gra ins of 
Unique now shoots in the 13/4 " -2" range of 
25 yards. I can still shoot slightly tighter 
groups with the .357 but I attribute that to 
the much better sights on the Smith . 

It is easy to reload fo r the . 357 - at least 
we've all been doing it fo r so long, it seems 
so. What about the .38 Super? I use Lee 
Carbide .38 Super dies and find the .38 
Super as easy, if not easier, to load for than 
the .357 Magnum. When using cast bullets 
there is no crimp to mess with and I set up 
the seating die so that about 1132 inch of the 
bullet shoulder is exposed above the rim of 
the case. Keith bullets feed fl awlessly. 

With jacketed bullets, problems some
times arise in that bullets can be pushed 
back into the case as the cartridge begins its 
journey from the magazine, up the ramp, 
into the chamber. This is especially a prob
lem with the stubby 90 grain bullets. Heav
ier bullets, having a longer bearing sur
face, resist this tendency much better. The 
answer would seem to be a smaller expan
ding button to give a tighter friction fit. 

There are many good bullets available 
fo r the .38 Super. Sierra's little 90 grain 
JHC is explos ive on varmints when loaded 
at 1400- 1500 fps. Both the Sierra 115 

grain JHC and the Speer 115 grain JHP wjll 
safely do 1300 + fps in the short barreled 
Commander .38 Super using either 7 .5 
grains of Unique or 10.5 grains of Blue 
Dot. 

For all around use in the .38 Super, I 
generally prefer Keith style .357 Magnum 
hard cast bullets, and specifically RCBS's 
#38-150KT. This excellent semi-wadcutter 
is sized to .356 and loaded over 5. 5 grains 
of Unique, 8. 5 grains of AA #7 , 7. 0 grains 
of AA #5 , or 7.0 grains ofWW540. 

Unique has always been my favo rite 
powder fo r the .38 Super, but some of the 
action shooters have put me onto WW540 
and I have discovered that WW540, AA 
#7 , and AA #5 w ill du pl ica te the 
capabilities of Unique, and do it with less 
pressure. 

The .38 Super has been just barely hang
ing on for years, but has started to find new 
li fe on the action circuit. Competition 
shooter and fe llow American Handgunner 
writer Rob Leatham uses a .38 Super . 

Colt has finally seen the light and after 
nearly 60 years is now chambering .38 
Super barrels to headspace correctly on the 
mouth instead of the rim of the case. 
Things are looking up for the .38 Super, a 
good cartridge that has been ignored by 
too many for too long. The 9mm gets 
much press and seemingly most of the new 
innovations in semi-autos . How about 
a rea ll y mode rn , high capac ity hand-
gun fo r the first magnum, the .._. 
Super .38? ~ 

DEPENDABLE. 

Mud. Rain. Ice. Heat. The Glock 17 performs flawlessly in every 
environment. Not one misfire out of 15,000 continuously fired 
rounds. From the battlefield to the firing range, on ~ 
both sides ~f the Atlc:intic, the Glock 17, 9mm pistol QCK 
has proven itself a winner. 

Now available- GLOCK 7 7L Competition Model 

GLOCK,. INC.• P.O. Box 369 •Smyrna, GA 30081 • (404) 432-1202 
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FESF REPOR'I 

HODGDON HS-7 POWDER 
for IPSC major loads 
By SI~ !!e Malloy 

Shooters have continually discussed 
powders for the Super. Blue Dot was 

one of the first used, but I found that lot-to
lot consistency was hard to find , and the 
Blue Dot does not throw a consistent 
charge every time in some powder mea
sures. Although I have used Winchester 
540, this powder creates more felt recoil. 
After many experiments, I favor Hodgdon 
HS-7. The powder produces excellent 
accuracy, burns clean , and can make IPSC 
power factor of 175 without a hint of 
pressure. 

I would emphasize, however, that when 
load ing the Super, a person must have 
access to a chronograph , work the loads up 
0.2 gr. at a time, and always look for signs 
of pressu re. 

When choosing brass for the Super, the 
only brass a person can load to major time 
after time is the Remington nickle + P The 
Winchester or Midway brass case must be 
used for light loads at 1000 fps or less. If 

one observes these rules, he should never 
have a brass problem. 

In conclusion, I believe that the Super is 
the round of the future. Despite what has 
been said about it , the advantages far out
weigh the so-called "faults." Supers offer 

cheaper brass (except for + P), and a per
son can almost shoot 2000 lead Super bul
lets for the price of I 000 .45's. Add to that 
extra magazine capacity, ability to shoot 
lighter loads, and the shooter has ~ 
about anything he could ask for. ~ 

Hodgdon HS·7 in .38 Super 

Charge 
6.8 grs. 
7.0 grs. 
7.2 grs. 
7.4 grs. 

Velocity 
988 fps 

"1006 fps 
1034 fps 
1085 fps 

Pressure 
29,600CUPS 
30,300CUPS 
30,900CUPS 
33,lOOCUPS 

IPSCFactor 

Hodgdon's Powder Company Laboratory 
performed pressure tests on these loads 
with the cooper crusher method. All loads 
listed are within safe limits as established 
by SAAM!. Begin with the starting load 
listed and increase powder charge in 0.2 
gr. increments watching carefully for 

163 Bullet: 165 gr. Dura-Cast 
166 Case: Remington + P 
171 . Primer: Federal #100 
179 Cartridge OAL: 1.270" 

Barrel Length: four-inches 
pressure signs until desired velocity is 
obtained. Neither the author nor American 
Handgunner accept any responsibility for 
results obtained with this data due to the 
inherent variations in reloading compo
nents and individual handloading 
techniques. 

~\ 
"STRESSFIRE" 
At lost! The first volume of Mossod Ayoob's long awaited series on " Gunfighting for Police: 
Advanced T octics and Techniques.'' 
"STAESSFIAE" is the result of Ayoob's years of research about what actually happens in 
gunfights. 
Learn how stress and adrenalin affect the mind and body, ruining conventional shooting 
techniques under pressure ... and how new techniques actually feed off that pressure to 
make you perform better under stress! 

$9.95 

"THE STREET SMART GUN BOOK" 
At lost, master gunfighting tactician John Farnam gives his formula for shooting survival. One 

of the top notional instructors, John covers gun and holster selections and gives intensive 

advice on use of cover, movement, mental awareness and preparation, and the TACTICS for 
winning a gun duel. 

$11.95 
Plus $2.95postage and handling 

MC/VISA ACCEPTED. ORDER TOLL FREE: 800-624-9049 

--------------POLICEBOOKSHELFP.O. Box122, Concord,N.H.03301-------------

STRESSFIRE $9.95 __ 

THE STREET SMART GUN BOOK $11 .95 __ 
Shipping and handling 

TOTAL ENCLOSED 

70 

$2.95 __ 

Name _________________________ _ 

Street _________ ________________ _ 

City __________________________ _ 
State __________ Zip ______________ _ 
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THE AYOOB FILES 
Continued from page 38 

51h mile area of the Dixie Highway in 10 FBI 
unmarked cars, the eight agents who would 
emerge from five vehicles to face the known 
murderers had 12 loaded guns: a 3:1 advan
tage in weapons and a 4: l advantage in man
power. We wiJJ leave it to the observer to 
analyze whether the bad guys' Mini-14 was 
or was not the deciding factor, for no such 
weapon was within reach on the FBI side. 
Though the stakeout group was a mix of 
seasoned field agents and members of the 
crack SWAT team assigned to Miami FBI , 
the latter having access to vests that would 
defeat the .223 the suspects were known to 
use, and the SWAT members had access to 
AR-15s , M-16s, MP-5 submachineguns ,2 

and the Remington 870 shotguns that field 
agents also had access to. The hardware 
available to the involved agents was as 
follows: 

Three S& W model 459 15-shot 9mm 
autoloaders (the weapons of FBI SWAT 
members Grogan , Dove, and Risner) ; two 
standard Remington 870 police model 5-
shot 12-gauge pump guns ; five Smith & 
Wesson .357 revolvers (a 4" L-frame, two 
model 66 21h " snubs, two issue model 13s 
with 3" barrels) ; and two 5-shot , 2" S&W 
Chief Specials carried as backup guns. The 
9mm's carried issue Silvertips, the revolvers 
primarily issue 158-grain lead semiwadcut
ter hollowpoint + P .38 Special loads. Sil 
vertip .357 is authorized by the Bureau only 
for special circumstances, and it is believed 
that supervisor McNeill 's 21h " Combat 
Magnum was so charged. 

Agents Ben Grogan and Jerry Dove 
were the first to spot the Monte Carlo. 
Grogan was a true supercop, former head of 
Miami's FBI SWAT team and considered the 
best shot in the command ; Dove, his protege 
on SWAT, was considered a rising star. 
Grogan advised over the air that they were 
behind the suspect vehicle on the South 
Dixie Highway. McNeill , alone in his 
unmarked Oldsmobile, barked commands 
into his microphone as he raced to the scene. 
In moments, Special Agent Richard Man
auzzi was behind the chase car, as was the 
sedan carrying agents John Hanlon and 
Edmundo Mireles. The final backup car, 
containing SWAT man Ron Risner and field 
agent Gil Arrantia, was closing the distance 
behind them. McNeill , coming the opposite 
way, cut down a sidestreet hoping to parallel 
the fugitive vehicle as he heard the chase car 
broadcast, "We're burned . They've made us 
as cops. There's activity in the front seat." 

Suddenly, McNeill saw the fugitive 
vehicle coming toward him, and two things 
burned into his mind: Matix , behind the 
wheel , had a terrifying intensity of facial 
expression that made the FBI leader think, 
"Man on a mission ." And beside him, the 
mustachioed and cold-eyed Platt was shov
ing a magazine into the belly of what 
McNeill recognized as a Ruger Mini-14. 

HOnly The Shadow Knows" 
I tlTROD<JCI tlG 

~[k}~ ~ffii@®®W 00 
Ultra-Concealment Holster 100°10 Hondmode 

The SHADOW II ultra-concealment holster 
was specifically designed for the law enforcement 
officer, as a comfortable, reliable and virtually 
undetectable in the pants holster for undercover 
or backup weapons. The SHADOW II is 100 
percent handcrafted from top-grade leather a d 
accommodates all popular revolvers and automatics 
with up to four-inch barrels including Smith & 
Wesson .44 Magnum, Sig., Colt, and Smith 
& Wesson 9mm and .45 autos, and Ruger P-85, 
Glock 17, Glock 19, and Beretta 9mm's. 

The versatility of design allows the wearer to 
position the SHADOW II for right hand or left hand, 
straight draw or FBI-style forward tilt or cross draw 
and still have a smooth, fast draw. The SHADOW 
II is priced at $42.95 plus $3.95 for shipping 
and handling, an outstanding value for this sturdy, 
comfortable holster that will give the wearer a 
lifetime of service and concealment. 

Also, a matching 2 magazine pouch is available 
for only $38.95. (Magazine pouch will also 
accommodate a smaller backup weapon when 

.,._ _____ .,""'""" not being used for spare magazines.) 
Pictured: S&W .44 mag. in Shadow II and S&W .38 Spec. in matching 
mag pouch. i'.O. i3ox 395Z, 

SttfiDOW (OtlCEfiLMEtlT SYSTEMS Wilmington, NC Z8406 
(919) 791-6656 

III !BJ Ci!l ~ Cfil 
lfil CZJ (fil [ID @] 

LA<ge LC D Dl•pl•Y 1!\0W1 llm• r•m•lnlnt 
.i 1 g11nc • . AudlDI• ton• 11<>undt when U m • 
h up. Euy to oiai•I• 1nd lully yuu1r>1ua. 
!l•tl••Y ln clua..:I . Ac tual S iu : 2 In"• 

COMPACT. 
____ _,...........,.,...,....,..~ .r" 

I 
_j 

1 
• •L_J 

( \ 
\-- ) l. ___ J 

The new GLOCK 19. It's 6.77 inches long. 4.64 inches high. And 
built with the same polymer technology as the world ~ 
famous GLOCK 17. With its sixteen round capacity 
and easy handling, it's everything you could ask for in QCK 
a compact 9mm semi-automatic pistol. 

GLOCK.. INC. • P.O. Box 369 • Smyrna, GA 30081 • (404) 432-1202 
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NU-LINE GUNS, INC. Basic to 
Full House 

Conversions 
Dept. AH 

1053 CAULKS Hill ROAD 
HARVESTER, MISSOURI 63303 

(314) 447-4501 /441-4500 

Caliber Conversions, Action Tuning, 
Smythons Built, Sq Butt to Rd Butt 

INTRODUCING THE P.A.S.S. Super X-1 
(Practical All-Purpose Shotgun System) 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING SHOOTERS and THANK YOU for 
your continued input and use of Nu-Line built guns: 

.. Rob Leatham - Masters I ntn'I - 1st Pro Shotgun 

.M - Soldier of Fortune - 1st Shotgun 
~ - 1st Overall 
.. Mike Plaxco - Steel Challenge - 1st Shotgun 87-88 
~ - Second Chance - 1st B.C.B.C.87-88 
~ Brian Enos -Soldier of Fortune -2nd Overall 
.. - 6th Shotgun 
.M Glenda Robison - Masters lntn'I - 1st Woman Shotgun 
~ Ted Deacon - Bianchi lntn'I - High Auto 87-88 

- MO Action Cham. -85-86-87 Champ 

Ask Mike Dalton-Mickey Fowler-Gary Robinson-Jerry Barnhart-Chip McCormick 

WHO'S GOING TO BUILD YOUR NEXT GUN? 

[!) .................................................. [!) 

"THE Tiil" 
by R.D.P. 

"THE LAST MACHINE YOU'LL EVER HAVE TO BUY" 

Highes t Production rate of any hand 
operated ma chine . 

Comes ready to load in ca libre of 
your c hoi ce. 

Patented bullet feed system automatically 
fee ds and seals bull ets. 

Loads all popular· rifl e and pistol ca libres . 

All options easily installed at any time. 

Cons iste nt match quality rifle and pistol 
an11nunition. 

$1265.00 Pistol $1315.00 Rifle 
For more information call or write: 

(216) 385-5129 

"THE TOOL" is designed for the professional reloader and the seriou s 
shooter who demand the highest quality ammunition, round after round. 

RDI D TOOL COMPANY, INC. 
£SEMI-AUTOMATIC RELOADING PRESSES 

49162 McCoy Ave. East Liverpool, Ohio 43920 
[!) .................................................. [!) 

As he passed the line of chase cars and 
spun his Olds around to foilow, McNeiU 
radioed to the others what he had seen. 
Fearing that the gunmen could wreak havoc 
if they got back on the Dixie highway, hav
ing moments before pulled onto suburban 
sidestreets to evade pursuit, McNeill made 
the fateful decision . He said into the micro
phone, "Felony carstop! Let's do it! " 

The fugitive vehicle is in the front of 
the deadly parade, the Grogan/Dove chase 
car behind it, and third in line are Hanlon 
and Mireles. Hanlon guns his car forward as 
Grogan and Dove sweep around in front of 
the robbers, trying to block them, and as he 
comes abreast of the Monte Carlo he rams it 
from the side. 

Dick Manauzzi, alone in his 
unmarked , knows his brother agents can be 
machinegunned in a broadside from their 
vulnerable position. He draws his S&W 
revolver and places it in his lap and then , to 
distract the would-be copkillers, rams them 
from behind . 

The crash is more jarring than anyone 
expected. The Monte Carlo is broken for
ward from the grinding steel embrace of the 
first FBI car and spins out to the left , while 
Hanlon's car slews out to the right into a 
gravel area. The coilision is so violent that 
the driver's door of Manauzzi's vehicle is 
flung open, and he realizes to his horror that 
the gun in his lap has flown away from 
centrifugal force. 

But before he can worry about his 
revolver, he sees the expert wheelman 
Matix spin the Monte Carlo back onto the 
roadway, heading the way they had come. 
He knows he has to block him. Manauzzi 
spins his own steering wheel and hits the 
gas, ramming the Monte Carlo into a tree off 
the road on the left hand side. His own 
vehicle jerks to a stop parallel to them, liter
ally parked side by side, on the left. 

Manauzzi sees the guns come up 
toward him, little more than a carseat away: 
the gaping bore of Matix' stubby shotgun , 
the spiteful muzzle of Platt's assault rifle. He 
throws himself out the door to his left as the 
thunder of the kiilers' guns erupts. He feels 
hot lead bite into his torso and shoulder as he 
dives from the car, acutely conscious that 
he'll have to run across the street to find his 
lost revolver. 

The death battle is underway. 

Seconds before, team leader McNeil! was 
in the rear of the chase. Now he is in the 

forefront: with the other cars spun out and 
Grogan and Dove screaming their white 
Buick in behind the criminals' wrecked car to 
block its escape. McNeill in this instant is the 
only one mobile, and he swings his Olds in to 
cover the felons' avenue of ft ight if they go on 
foot. 

As he does so, he comes under heavy fire. 
The 23-year veteran lawman has already 

had time to throw his pistol-rated bailistic 
vest on over his shirt and tie. But as builets 
clang into the steel of his car and shattering 
glass flies around him, he makes the con
scious decision that he won't have time to get 
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at the Remington 870 in his back seat. His 
right hand closes on the checkered walnut 
and Tyler-T grip adapter of his 21/z" model 66 
as he rolls out the driver's door and sprints to 
h.is left, trying to get the bulk of Manauzzi's 
wrecked car between him and the deafening 
gunfire that is blasting out of the black coupe 
right next to it. 

Meanwhile, several things are happening 
at once. The Hanlon-Mireles cruiser has 
smashed into a concrete wall across the 
street, and both agents have bailed out. 
Mireles has a round in the chamber of his 870 
and holds the shotgun at port arms as he darts 
across the street toward his supervisor's posi
tion. The driver, Hanlon , has drawn his 
Smith .357 and put it on the seat beside him 
before the ramming, but the G-force of the 
collision has flung it out of reach. He claws 
his blue, square-butt S&W model 36 backup 
gun from his ankle holster and, seeing Agent 
Dove standing alone at the rear left of the 
white Buick, runs toward the Jone brother 
who seems to need help the most. He cannot 
see Jerry Dove down by the right front quad
rant of the Buick, directing carefully aimed 
fire from his 9mm at the Monte Carlo. 
Behind all of them, across the street, the fifth 
car containing Gil Arr;mtia and Ron Risner is 
pulling up into a covering position. 

McNeill is now at the left front fender of 
Manauzzi's car, which is door to door with 
the Monte Carlo. Both gunmen are trapped in 
the front seat, driver Matix by the proximity 
of the FBI car and passenger Platt by the 
jammed, caved in right door of their stolen 
car. No more than eight or nine feet away, 
McNeill hunkers across the hood of the FBI 
car and opens fire, his bullets pouring into the 
windshield and driver's window. He fires four 
shots. 

At this moment, Mireles is coming in 
behind him, his shotgun in firing position. 
Mireles realizes that his gun is pointed at 
McNeill's spine, and he has a flashback to his 
range safety training. He reflexively raises 
the muzzle skyward and takes his finger out 
of the trigger guard. 

In a second, this action will save both 
agents' lives. 

Now comes the fusillade of .223 fire from 
the front seat of the black coupe. Platt firing 
across his own partner's chest, his muzzle 
almost in his face. 

A .223 slug that was homing for the center 
of Edmundo Mireles' unprotected chest hits 
instead the left forearm he's just brought up to 
raise his shotgun. Mireles feels the impact 
like a sledgehammer and his giant 280-pound 
body topples backward to the street. He looks 
down and sees "an arm turned inside out," 
inches of blood-smeared white bone protrud
ing from the torn, bloody flesh, and the 
thought goes through his mind, "This arm 
will have to be amputated." 

At almost the same time, another shot 
from Platt's burst catches Gordon McNeill's 
gun hand . He feels his right arm thrown 
skyward, looks down, and sees a hideous 
wound. But he feels no pain, so he brings the 
gun back down and fires again until it runs 
empty. Matix jerks in his seat: one of the 
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agent's shots has hit him. 
His gun empty, McNeill turns and runs to 

his own car, seeking cover to reload. Mireles, 
the 870 still clutched in his good right hand, 
follows unnoticed. 

It is perhaps 45 seconds since the first shot, 
a Mini-14 round triggered by Platt, has been 
fired . Already two agents are severely 
wounded, one slightly wounded, one crimi
nal also slightly wounded. 

A couple of carlengths away, Grogan and 
./"\..Dove have been firing their S&W 459s, 
but not yet with effect. Up ahead, Platt crawls 
out the window of the jammed Monte Carlo's 
door. At about this time he is hit by at least 
two Winchester Silvertip 9mm bullets. One 
enters the region of the armpit, the other 
biting deep into the pectoral muscle. One of 
these bullets comes from Agent Risner, who 
is now down behind his vehicle across the 
street shooting over the hood: some five car
lengths away, he is in the most advantageous 
position of any of the agents. This is also the 
farthest distance involved in the firefight. 

The other bullet comes from the 9mm of 
young Jerry Dove. It courses through the 
lung area of Platt as it mushrooms, and it cuts 
a vital artery. Blood . begins to pour freely 
from the gunman's chest as he rolls out the 
window of the Monte Carlo, across the hood 
of a citizen's Cutlass sedan parked beside it , 
and down into cover. Meanwhile, Matix has 
squeezed out the driver's door of the wrecked 
getaway car, and he unleashes a blast of 00 
buckshot at Grogan and Dove to pin them 
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down. 
Risner's partner, Arrantia, is firing from 

the left driver's door of his vehicle with his 
.38 Special. When the gun runs dry, he 
throws himself down on the seat, clawing at 
his six-round belt pouch to reload. 

Platt is behind the cars now, firing rapidly, 
reloading as he empties the Mini-14. He has 
multiple Ruger 20-shot magazines and one 
Federal Ordnance 40-rounder. 

Intensely aware that he is under fire , 
McNeill tries desperately to reload with his 
one good hand . But bits of bone fragment and 
gouts of blood from his shattered gunhand 
have flowed into the chambers and cylinder 
of his model 66, blocking the fresh car
tridges. He has managed to drag four rounds 
out of his pouch, and he gets two into the 
chambers. He realizes that his best chance of 
survival lies in reaching the 12-gauge shotgun 
in the backseat of the vehicle he's crouching 
behind, his own. He rises. 

A mistake. In front of him, across the roof 
of the car, looms Platt. There is time for the 
FBI team leader to see the mocking grin on 
the gunman's face as he carefully fires the 
Mini-14 from the shoulder. The hot wind of 
one hypervelocity .223 bullet goes past 
McNeill's arm, and there's another breeze 
and a nick on his ear, and then the hammer 
blow of the third rapid-fired bullet that slams 
into his neck. 

McNeill spins forward, landing on his 
back, acutely aware that he is paralyzed from 
the neck down, though his eyes still see and 
his ears still hear. The bullet that stunned his 

spinal cord has ricocheted off his cervical 
spine and down deep into his chest cavity. He 
lies helpless now as the gunfight roars on 
around him. 

McNeill and Mireles are down. Manauzzi 
is across the street desperately seeking a gun 
to fight with as he bleeds from his wounds. 
He will not learn until later that his lost 
revolver is in his banged-up unmarked car 
after all. 

Risner and Arrantia are across the street, 
firing at the gunmen. Grogan , Dove and 
Hanlon are clustered at the white Buick, the 
first standing in a Weaver stance and firing 
blindly, the other two kneeling, all focusing 
their consciousness on Matix who is provid
ing his partner with shotgun cover. 

And beyond them all, out of the last three's 
focus of consciousness and beyond the two 
covering agents' field of fire , the master killer 
Platt is bobbing and weaving, closing fast, his 
reloaded assault rifle ready in his hands. 

It is now perhaps one and a quarter min
utes into the gun battle. The worst is yet to 
come. 

Jerry Dove has emptied his 15-shot Smith & 
Wesson autoloader at the gunman and hit 

him at least once in the K-5 zone. His gun has 
run dry. He dumps the empty magazine - it 
winds up on the right front floorboard of his 
Buick-and reloads with his only spare. He 
moves around from his position at the right 
front door to the left side of the Buick, the 
better to have cover from the shotgunner 
Matix. 
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Ben Grogan stands upright at the left rear 
of the Buick, firing his 459 at the source of the 
incoming rounds. The most highly trained 
combat shooter in the entire Miami office of 
FBI , he is also myopic, and in the crash , his 
glasses flew off and lodged under the Buick's 
brake pedal. One agent hears him shout 
almost plaintively, "Where is everybody?" A 
brother agent in the office will say later, "He 
couldn't see ten feet without his glasses." 

Hanlon, armed only with his backup 
Chief, is down behind the right taillight of the 
Buick. He is the first to see Platt bob up from 
behind cover and start toward them. He fires 
three shots, ducks, emerges again and fires 
twice more. The Chief is empty now. He 
crouches down to reload, and Platt opens fire 
in a cadenced burst. 

One bullet whistles past agent Hanlon's 
arm. The next bites into his hand and courses 
up the forearm and into the bicep. Hanlon 
drops and rolls to his left for cover, grabbing 
the ruined arm and shouting, 'Tm hit!" The 
Chief, its cylinder open midway through the 
loading process, lies useless on the pavement 
behind him. 

Across the street , Risner and Arrantia 
have tried to cover their brothers as best they 
could. Arrantia jerks from the sudden impact 
as he is hit, but he keeps firing, emptying his 
Smith & Wesson revolver a second time, then 
dropping again under the cover of the 
dashboard to claw for the standard box of 
fifty spare .38 rounds carried in the glove box 
of every FBI vehicle. 

Risner, meanwhile, has fired his 15th Sil-

vertip and locked the slide back. He has hit 
Platt once or twice, but the gunman has 
shown no reaction. As his 9mm runs dry, 
Risner reflexively goes for the nearest loaded 
weapon and grabs his model 60 from his 
ankle holster, firing a lead hollowpoint at 
Platt. But the distance, he realizes, is too far 
for a snubby. He puts the .38 away and rams a 
fresh clip into his SWAT-issue 459. 

And, to his horror, he sees Hanlon go 
down and sees beyond the Buick what 
Grogan and Dove do not: Platt is coming for 
them, ducking and bobbing, the muu.le of his 
assault rifle pointing toward them. Risner 
cannot fire : he is to the left of the Buick and 
the brother agents are between him and the 
danger in his line of fire. He screams at the 

top of his lungs, "He's coming behind you! 
He's coming behind you!" · 

But the other agents don't hear him. 
Auditory exclusion , an insidiously common 
effect in firefights, has blocked their percep
tion of shouted warnings. 

And suddenly, it's too late. 
Platt rounds the side of the Buick, firing 

rapidly as he comes. He deliberately fires a 
shot into the helpless Hanlon's groin. The 
bullet mercifully misses his genitals but 
enters the trunk at the joint of the pelvis and 
shatters, sending a vicious snowstorm of pro
jectile fragments through his lower abdomi
nal viscera. 

Platt is pulling the trigger of the Mini as 
fast as he can. Grogan cries "Oh, my God ," 
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and goes down, hit multiple times in the 
torso. He is dead before his carcass hits the 
ground. 

Dove tries to turn to four o'clock from his 
kneeling position and can't make it: the .223 
slugs slam into him and he pitches onto his 
face. He tries to rise, and Platt leans across 
the trunk of the Buick- his own blood hemor
rhaging all over the car - and shoots him 
twice in the head . The last thing Hanlon 
remembers before he loses consciousness is 
young Dove's head thudding hollowly to the 
pavement inches from his own face, blood 
pouring from the giant holes the high velocity 
assault rifle has blasted through Dove's skull . 

Meanwhile, Eduardo Mireles has gritted 
his teeth against the agony ofhjs bullet-shat
tered arm and dragged himself behind 
McNeill's unmarked Olds. With his one good 
hand , the giant agent raises his Remington 
shotgun as he falls into a sitting position , his 
shoulders against the fender, as he brings the 
gun up and stabilizes it over the edge of the 
bumper. He sees Platt step coolly over the 
corpses of Grogan and Dove, and enter the 
driver's seat of the white FBI Buick. He 
couldn't fire before because the other agents 
were in his line of fire, as they were in 
Risner's. But now . . . 

Mireles jerks the trigger. The blast goes 
low. The shotgun is loaded with 00 Buck, not 
FBl's trademark #4, but a few .33 caliber 
pellets rip into Platt's left foot. He shows no 
more reaction than stepping barefooted onto 
a hot beach. He closes the door behind him. 

No one has taught Agent Mireles to work a 
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pump gun one-handed, but his ferocious will 
to survive makes him resourceful. He plants 
the butt of the 870 on the pavement and 
braces the gun between his knees as he 
pumps the action. He ignores the excruciat
ing pain as he swings the fore-end onto the 
bumper once more, and fires. This blast goes 
harmlessly into the left front fender of the 
Buick. 

The wounded Mireles repeats the 
laborious process. Matix has now run to the 
Buick and jumped in on the passenger side. 
This time as he steadies the shotgun, Mireles 
consciously aims for the left nipple of the 
driver as he fires. He is rewarded with the 
sight of Platt slamming back against the 
driver's seat. The buckshot has smashed into 
his face . . . but it has come in from a side 
angle, and no pellet has reached his brain. 

Again Mireles fires, and again . Why did 
not Platt and Matix return fire? It appears 
from scene photos that Mireles' position 
ideally concealed him from the killers' view 
and they may not have realized until the end 
where the hail of buckshot was coming from. 

Mireles' fourth blast, and his fifth , blows 
out the windshield of the Buick. Matix twists 
in agony as he is hit by the pellets. But he, too, 
has not yet taken a dynamic, stopping 
gunshot wound. 

It has been approximately two and a 
quarter minutes since the first shot was fired 
in the gun battle. Mireles' shotgun is now 
empty, and he drops it into the street. 

And behind the wheel, his face a bloody 
mask and his life pouring out through a hole 

in his chest , copkiller Michael Platt has 
finally pinpointed his last antagonist. 'He 
twists the six-inch Smith & Wesson .357 
from its shoulder holster and flings open the 
door. llis right hand won't hold the gun prop
erly, because a bullet bebeved to be a 9mm 
from Agent Risner's gun has gone through 
and through the forearm , so he locks the L
frame in his left hand as he steps from the car 
and moves purposefully toward Mireles. 

The wounded agent Arrantia doesn't see it , 
because he's still down in the front seat 

clawing cartridges from the box in the glove 
compartment to reload his revolver. Ron 
Risner doesn't see it , probably because he's 
desperately moving around behind his own 
car to get an angle where he can shoot at Platt 
and Matix without hitting Mireles. But a 
civilian witness sees what happens. 

Platt comes out of the car with the long
barrelled revolver in his left hand. He moves 
catlike toward the car. He has lost a great deal 
of blood, he has been shot to pieces, and his 
left foot is no longer intact, and all of this may 
explain his strange gait. But the nameless 
witness says that he walked "stealthily" 
toward the back of the Oldsmobile, where the 
badly wounded Mireles was slowly turning 
onto his right side. 

Platt stops, carefully aims at Mireles. And 
fires. And fires again . And again. Satisfied 
that he cannot have missed , he turns back and 
staggers toward the Buick, the still-loaded 
model 586 in his hand. 

But, miraculously, his bullets have not 
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touched Mireles. And, in the depths of his 
pain and his concentration on getting to his 
feet, Mireles has not been aware that Platt has 
walked up to within a few steps from him, 
fired three shots at point blank range, and 
failed to connect. 

All Mireles knows is that his brothers lie 
dead , and this sonofabitch is about to get into 
an FBI car and drive away, and upon his soul, 
Mireles will not let him do it. He pushes 
himself to his feet, his giant body swaying as 
the dead left arm hangs loose at his side, 
dripping blood as his other hand reaches 
under his windbreaker and closes on the 
familiar grip of his Smith & Wesson revolver. 

Mireles moves forward , leaving his cover, 
tottering into the kill zone and into the 
muzzles of the shotgun and the assault rifle he 
knows are waiting for him. 

One of the citizens cringing behind their 
windows will say that Mireles was "stone
walking" in this last terrible moment. Stiff 
legged, his bulk swaying like Frankenstein's 
monster, his bullet-shattered left arm hang
ing beside him, Mireles drives himself for
ward toward the two killers, his K-frame 
Smith & Wesson at arm's length ahead of 
him . 

And, in the last moment of their lives, the 
murderers see it. Platt comes up with the 
long-barrel Magnum and Matix reaches for 
his gun. 

But it is too late. 
Ed Mireles can feel himself passing out, 

can see darkness closing in on his vision until 
there is only a narrow tunnel left. He concen-

trates on the face of the copkiller at the end of 
the tunnel, and on his front sight, and even in 
the daylight there is the flash as the Federal 
158 grain lead hollowpoint .38 slug roars 
from the barrel of his gun and into the brain 
of the murderer Platt. 

He sees the gunman jerk, and fires again to 
be sure, and because the other murderer is in 
the shadows of the car Mireles stumbles for
ward until he can see his face before he fires 
one, two, three times and sees the force of the 
+ P bullets slam Matix against the doorpost. 

Now he is virtually on top of Platt, just 
outside the door, as he fires the sixth and final 
shot. This bullet , like the five before it, tun
nels deep into vital tissue and lodges mush
roomed in the gunman's head . 

And in the last seconds, his gun empty, 
Mireles realizes that Ron Risner and the 
bleeding Gil Arrantia , his gun finally 
reloaded, have run forward and are beside 
him as the corpse of Platt tumbles onto the 
pavement at his feet and the dead husk of 
Matix slumps against the opposite door. 
Platt's 586 clatters harmlessly into the street. 

Only now does the hero lawman Mireles 
slump in exhaustion. It has been more than 
four minutes since the agents initiated the 
carstop, and according to FBI's meticulous 
re-enactment later, some 3 minutes 23 sec
onds from when the first bullet exploded 
from the barrel of Platt's gun to when the last 
shot of the firefight entered his dying body. 

Two bad guys dead, two good guys dead, 
five good guys wounded. From the 

beginning, the Miami Massacre cried out for 
answers. Many have been offered. Some 
have been valid . . . and some have been 
ludicrous. 

Toxicology screen subsequent to autopsy 
showed that both Platt and Matix were clean 
of drugs or alcohol. Both men were running 
on an adrenaline high, knowing they were 
about to engage in a battle to the death. 

Jerry Dove's bullet had, early on in the 
firefight , inflicted a lethal wound upon Platt. 
Chief Medical Examiner Joe Davis told me 
he did not believe Platt could have survived it 
even ifheti surrendered and been rushed to a 
hospital. Yet he showed no reaction to that 
wound and numerous others as he fulfilled 
his program of fighting to the death , even 
grinning at McNeill as he shot him down with 
a bullet or two lodged in his own chest. 

It has been suggested by various self
annointed gun experts that if the agents had 
been using .45 hardball or IOmm ammo, Platt 
would have been instantly put down before he 
could kill the two agents. The fact is, the 
Monte Carlo was shot to pieces and it is not 
provable whether or not the bullet had passed 
through window glass or auto body before it 
entered Platt's chest. A ricochet-prone hard
ball .45 slug might have glanced off an inter
vening surface and not hit him at all , leaving 
him viable enough to have killed Mireles and 
theoretically escaped and recovered from his 
lesser wounds, remaining at large today. 

Mireles, who inflicted most of the wounds 
in the final moments, says, "Matix was hit six 
times, Platt 12 times, before they died ." 
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A great many rounds were fired by both 
sides without effect. It has been suggested 
that the mostly pistol-armed agents were out 
of range and thus outgunned by a rifleman. In 
fact, FBI scene sketches indicate that the 
farthest distance involved was about five car 
lengths, which is theoretically easy pistol 
range. The fact remains that under great 
stress, a rifle or carbine is easier to shoot than 
any handgun. Since this incident, a number 
of agencies have gone to 9mm carbines and 
.223 assault rifles for patrol functions. 

Consider the armor question. Only two of 
the eight agents involved were protected by 
any sort of bullet resistant vest, though there 
was a vest for each agent somewhere in the 
assorted vehicles. In any case, these were 
only pistol-rated vests that would not have 
defeated incoming .223 fire. However, 
knowing that they were on stakeout for men 
known to use .223 class weapons, there was 
no reason for them not to have been wearing 
Hardcorps type anti-rifle armor that is avail
able in every FBI office that has a SWAT team 
like Miami's. These bulky vests can be cov
ered by nylon jackets, and in the air-condi
tioned, unmarked Buicks and Oldsmobiles 
this would have been no hardship. 

Why did eight men have only two shotguns 
between them, and :10 assault rifles when 
every FBI agent is authorized to use a shot
gun for such missions, and 3 8 % of the 
involved agents were SWAT team members 
with access to more sophisticated weaponry? 
It has been suggested in print that they had no 
way of knowing what they were up against. 

This is rubbish. Honest Gordon McNeill has 
stated flatly that they knew exactly what they 
were up against: heavily armed professional 
criminals who liked to kill with high powered 
weapons. 

This incident showed the rationale of the 
backup handgun . Two of the eight involved 
agents carried backup guns, and both wound 
up using them, one when he lost his primary 
weapon and one when his primary gun ran 
dry. It would have saved psychological tor
ment for a third agent to have been carrying 
one: Manauzzi must have felt tortuous help
lessness when he lost his service revolver and 
had nothing to fight with. Manauzzi was a 
courageous man - the first to risk his life by 
closing face to face with the known killers, 
and the first to come under fire-and we can 
only wonder whether so brave a man might 
have been able to stop it with a cylinderful of 
.38s from a snubnose when he found himself 
door to door with the gunmen in the first 
moments of the encounter. 

The Miami Massacre gives the lie to the 
old canard that "a gunfight lasts 2.3 shots." 
Jerry Dove fired dry both his 9mm maga
zines, 29 shots, and died with an empty gun; 
his pistol had also been hit in the slide by a 
bullet. 3 Might a backup gun have permitted 
Dove, the last of the three at the Buick to be 
shot , to have neutralized Platt when he 
loomed over the trunk at point blank range? 
Grogan had fired multiple times . Both 
Hanlon and McNeill emptied their guns, five 
and six shots respectively. Arrantia fired 12 
shots and was on his third load at the end of 

the fight. Risner fired 15 shots from his <:?mm 
and one from his backup . 38 before he 
reloaded the automatic. Mireles took 11 shot
gun and revolver rounds to end the fight. 
Even Platt went through multiple magazines 
in his Mini-14 and still resorted to a backup 
handgun. 

One-handed reloading with either hand is a 
vital police training skill . Two men were 
failed by not having been so trained, McNeill 
and Hanlon. Such techniques had existed for 
years prior to the incident, and an agency that 
prides itself on being the best trained had no 
excuse for not having provided such training 
for its personnel. One hopes that such train
ing will now be provided by FBI. 

Ramming cars off the road and swarming 
them with manpower is not state of the art 
vehicle stop technique, though it was sup
posedly FBI doctrine at the time of the inci
dent. If it was necessary to run the Monte 
Carlo off the road - and it's a bit too much 
20/20 hindsight at this point to suggest other
wise- we might consider in retrospect that 
once it became apparent that heavy weapons 
were coming up in the front seat, other 
options existed. There was no reason to 
believe there was anyone in the Monte Carlo 
but the two identified murder suspects who 
were known to have a loaded Mini-14 in the 
front seat. Before the carstop, McNeill had 
told his men that a firefight was obviously 
imminent. The cars that pulled ahead and 
abreast of the fugitive vehicle contained 
armed agents in the passenger seats: suffice it 
to say that when a car must be rammed off the 
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U.S. Pat. # 4,570,370 
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road out of control-an act of deadly force
it does not further matter to public safety 
whether the murder-suspect driver and pas
senger armed with an assault weapon are 
dead or alive at that moment. 

The agents had to act under exigent cir
cumstances. We cannot blame them for not 
having attempted other vehicle stop tech
niques. At the same time, with leisure to 
prepare for the next such encounter, we may 
consider whether the pair might in fact have 
surrendered to a code three, lights and siren 
pullover. There is no indication in the reports 
I've seen that this was attempted. Surviving 
perpetrators in the not dissimilar Newhall 
Massacre gave indications that they would 
have surrendered rather than shooting it out 
if they had been pulled over by lights and 
sirens in such a manner that they were con
vinced that the stopping officers had cover 
and superior firepower. This is no condem
nation of the procedure used in the Miami 
incident, only a consideration for future fel
ony carstops of such potentially dangerous 
suspects. 

From Hanlon and Manauzzi we learn to 
never unholster the gun and lay it on the lap, 
between the thighs, or on the seat during a 
pursuit. Evasive action, let alone the colli
sions that occur here, can throw the weapon 
completely out of reach. This dynamic left 
Manauzzi unarmed and Hanlon less effec
tively armed. Again, not their fault ; they 
apparently were never taught this. 

Of all those present, Benjamin Grogan 
was the one with the advanced officer sur-

___ STATE ZIP 

MAIL TD: Desantis Holster & Leather 
149 Denton Avenue 

New Hyde Park, NY 11040 

viva! and marksmanship skills to have been 
voted "most likely to neutralize Platt and 
Matix." An Achilles Heel left him to die 
helplessly. Those of us who require eye
glasses should, at least when going into 
known danger, have them fastened to the 
head with elastic straps. 

A bright point in the scenario is a lesson in 
safe gun handling. When Mireles first ran up 
behind Hanlon, his conscientiously raising 
the gun saved two lives. First, it put his arm 
between his heart and a bullet, and second, it 
kept the gun from spasmodically going off 
and decapitating McNeil! as Mireles feels it 
would have if the slug had hit him a second 
before when his finger was on the trigger and 
his gun aimed at his boss. 

What about choice of handguns? FBI is 
reportedly going to hi-capacity 9mm pistols 
two years after the shooting, though that 
technology didn't do much for Grogan and 
Dove. On the other hand, it would have made 
a significant difference to Hanlon and 
McNeill. 4 Both stated afterward that when 
their guns were empty and they couldn't 
reload due to wounds of the gun hands, "the 
air and the adrenaline ran out of them." To 
survive, you have to fight, and to fight, you 
need wherewithal. 

Mireles, who emerged as the hero of the 
incident, emphasizes the will to survive and 
the need to believe Dylan Thomas' statement, 
"Do not go gentle into that good night- rage, 
rage against the dying of the light!" Mireles 
also felt the horrid helplessness of an empty 
gun, and of a two-hand gun in reach with one 
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hand gone. Does anyone doubt that an 8.shot 
autoloading shotgun would better have 
served Eduardo Mireles in the penultimate 
moments of that savage gun battle? 

Hardcorps armor would have saved 
Grogan and perhaps Hanlon, high-firepower 
handguns might have better served McNeill 
and Hanlon, and guns ranging from H&K 
MP-5 9mm carbines to Mini-14s of their own 
might have done even more good. 

But tactics might have been even more 
important. Had Grogan and Dove fallen back 
in traffic instead of staying right behind Platt 
and Matix when they first identified them, 
they might not have tipped the killers to what 
was happening. They could have then coordi
nated a roadblock takedown with a massive 
force of FBI agents, Metro-Dade cops, and 
Florida Highway Patrol that might have been 
more easily managed, without fear of danger 
to bystanders. Alas, there is a tendency in law 
enforcement to close with the offender and 
lay hands upon him and take him into 
custody. Sometimes, patience serves the 
safety of the public and the cops better. 

One could spend a 40-hour seminar on this 
incident, and indeed, from Metro-Dade 
Homicide to FBI Headquarters, far more 
time than that has been spent learning from 
the lessons. The author and American Hand
gunner wish to thank all those who contrib
uted input to this article, in the hope that the 
sacrifices of these fine, brave men ~ 
may never have to be repeated. ~ 

1Do we see another, unspoken reason for 
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The rugged , straight-fo rward design of 
the Star Model 30 auto provides the 
best performance reco rd for any on 
the marke t - over 40, 000 rounds thru 
one pistol in a rental M30 on a public 
range! It 's the best kept secre t among 
real professionals. Two models: light 
weight alloy frame or all steel. Both 
offer the smoothest , out-of-the-box 
double-action you 've ever experienced. 
Ask yo ur dealer for the Star Model 30. 
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shooting at gun clubs instead of remote wil
derness areas ? Platt and Matix were not the 
first to murder plinkers for their guns. 

2 One other car in the stakeout team allegedly 
did contain two MP-5s, but did not arrive on 
the scene in time. 

3 Less than a year later, a DEA agent's SIG 
P-226 would be hit by a bullet and disabled in 
another Miami shootout. The eye focuses on 
the opponent's weapon, and where the eye 
goes, the bullet follows -another good rea
son to carry a second handgun. 

4Metro-Dade Det. Sgt David Rivers, who 
led the homicide investigation on this case, 
subsequently traded his 4" .38 fo r a hi
capacity Beretta 9mm auto. 

THE AYOOB FILES: 
GUNFIGHTING 

LESSONS 
AND STREET 
SURVIVAL 

ONLY IN AMERICAN 
HANDGUNNER 

Our patented porting process is used by more 
hunters and shooters worldwide than all other 
firearm recoil reducing €JJ~· ~ 
devices combined! aQ···-PVt~® r§l ® 

INTERNATIONAL LTD. YOU, TOO, WILL BENEFIT FROM IMPROVED GUN CONTROL. 
INSIST ON THE ORIGINAL MAG-NA-PORT® FOR YOUR RIFLES, 
HANDGUNS AND PRO-PORT® FOR YOUR SHOTGUNS. 
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If you want to know why the Contender is always out in front when 

the talk gets around to Hunting Handguns or Silhouette competi
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L·Frame Barrel 
Weights 

Jarvis Gunsmithing, the technicians 
behind John Pride's winning L-frames in 
back-to-back Bianchi Cup victories, now 
offer a one-pound barrel weight for S&W 
L-frames. This easily installed unit is 
designed to add recoil-reducing heft and 
stabilizing balance to the L-frame revolver. 

The original Jarvis accessory, L Weight 
I, weighs 10 ounces while the II version is 
six ounces heavier at a full pound. Jarvis 
offers holsters to accommodate weighted 
L-frames. 

Both weights are available for six-inch 
barrels only. The units come in either blue 
or stainless finish for $53 . 

For more information , contact Jarvis 
Gunsmithing , 740 S. Yan Buren , Dept. 
AH, Suite F, Placentia , CA 92670. Or call 
(714) 632-9512 . 

LEATHAM'S COLUMN 
Continued from page 36 

basic technique, on the other hand , were 
ready for nothing in particular, so were 
ready for anything. This would possibly 
work to my advantage, I thought. 

After a short shooters meeting, the com
petitors were dismissed and returned to 
their temporary residences to prepare for 
the upcoming battle. 

The night before a major competition is 
very interesting. One goes over everything 
in one's mind. He checks his gun , cleans it 
one more time, inspects each round he will 
fire and most importantly, goes over the 
course outline to make sure he knows each 
place he will reload , where he will place 
each foot at each position , which targets he 
will shoot fast , which need to be shown 
more caution, figure whether a stage is 
point-heavy or favors speed , etc. I'm sure 
no one got to sleep any too early that night 
as everyone was fully aware the title of 
World Champion was on the line. And the 
reigning world champ was no different! 

Monday I arose to a beautiful morning 
and was raring to go. There is something 
about the first day. No one has yet to fire a 
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shot but all the anticipation and calculating 
would soon turn into something more tang
ible. Bullets cutting clean holes in fresh 
paper targets. The smack of jacketed 
rounds hitting the reaction targets. The 
roar of the .38 Supers shooting 130 grain 
and lighter bullets at upwards of 1400 fps. 

Yes, the shooting is finally underway 
and l can relax and do what comes easiest 
to me. I don't fare too well at all the long 
speeches and ceremonies but now I am in 
my element and feel at home like a shark in 
the ocean. 

Many events occurred and I could not 
tell even a portion of the stories in the space 
available here. That is the job of the ones 
who tell the results. All that is history, and 
through thick and thin , good runs and bad , 
the match comes to an end . The U.S. Team 
once again scored a sound victory and l 
was able to defend my individual title. 

World Shoot IX is scheduled for the land 
Down Under, sometime in 1990. With any 
luck , all teams will be allowed to compete 
and the home boys will be allowed one 
more chance to vie for the title of world 
champions. 

As for th e individual title, we will 
undoubtably have newcomers to the sport 
to keep it interesting and of course the old 
timers like myself will no doubt be there to 
see if there isn't just one more lesson to be 
learned. All this makes a match such as 
World Shoot VIII worth the effort and 
expense, and permits a sport as young as 
IPSC to grow and prosper around the 
world . It takes an incredible amount of 
work to put on an event of this magnitude 
and all those involved deserve the 
admiration and thanks of al 1 who ~ 
competed. ~ 

The American Handgunner congratulates 
Rob Leatham on successfully defending his 
title as IPSC World Champion. Rob has 
now won an unprecedented three world 
championships and firmly established him
self as the greatest practical shooter in the 
history of IPSC In addition to his three 
world titles, Rob also holds the distinction 
of being the only four-time United States 
national champion. 

Rob Leatham conducts classes in IPSC 
and action shooting for all skill levels at his 
training facility in Arizona. He also travels 
to ranges across the country when the class 
size is sufficient. For more information 
about learning how to shoot from the new 
IPSC World Champion, contact Rob at 
Leatham Shooting Institute, P 0. Box 
1291, Mesa, AZ, 85201. 

BIANCHI CUP 
Continued from page 64 

His finger convulsed. The PMC bullet 
went where he'd jerked it , into the "8" ring at 
10 o'clock. He clenched his teeth and fought 
back to control , his automatic zen state gone, 
firing now with a pure back-to-basics "Hold 

OIPSC 
OBullseye 
OPPC 
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the dot where it belongs, roll the trigger, keep 
the follow-through , let the shot surprise you 
when it goes off, John." 

He finished with a 478 out of 480 possible 
on the mover. The "8" was the only hit he 
fired that was outside the maximum point 
ring. John had set a new record : 1918 out of 
1920 possible points. 

He had retained the Bianchi Cup. In sec
ond place was Brian Enos, the hot young gun 
whotl started the whole trend toward Aim
pointed revolvers . Brian's Frank Glenn 
Custom S&W .38 ripped out a 1916 that beat 
the previous record , but the old Border Patrol 
gunfighter Bill Jordan was proven right once 
again: As Bill said about something even 
more serious, "There is no second place win
ner." No one bothered to ask Enos where his 
two shots into the eight ring had broken loose 
from his control , or when, or how. 

That was a pity, because the lessons of 
Bianchi Cup are many and deep. That's why 
so many of us who don't think we're really 
going to win, still go and shoot there. To win 
is to feel the warm balm of victory, but to lose 
is to learn a lesson you never forget. Ask 
anyone who has ever lost the Bianchi Cup. 
He or she can tell you exactly the error, 
exactly the failure, that killed their dream that 
year. It is a mistake he or she has probably not 
repeated since. 

The Agony of Defeat. Ted Deacon fired 
tens and tens of thousands of rounds prepar
ing for the Cup, and he finished in a superb 
7th place. Yet he was dissatisfied, because he 
wanted The Cup itself. Deacon is the best 
"recoverer" in the action shooting game. I've 
watched him react to a mover that was started 
when he adjusted his eyeglasses, draw half
way through the cycle, and still put every 
bullet in the Ten. 

This year, on the barricades, he had a 
world-class trigger convulsion and jerked a 
9mm slug from his Nu-Line Colt into the 5-
ring at the easy IO-yard line . . . yet he still 
went on to finish the demanding course with 
every other bullet in the Ten and X, for a 475 
out of 480. Such a performance is a triumph 
of human will more significant than shooting 
perfectly when everything goes right, but 
because only the competitors care, only the 
competitors get to be there and see it , feel it, 
and take the lesson as something for them
selves, given them by a brother of the arena. 

The lessons are many. Mostafa Selhi of 
Saudi Arabia was on his way to unseating 
Mario DiPaolo of Montreal as High Interna
tional when Mostafa set up on the wrong 
target during the Barricades and threw six X's 
into someone else's target. DiPaolo kept his 
well-deserved International title with a fine 
1898. 

This writer got a personalized lesson. On 
the Mover, I shut off my Wolf Ear active 
hearing protectors, the better to concentrate 
on the target, and as I loaded my Pro-Pointed 
Cannon Custom S&W 686 with Federal 158 
grain .38 ammo and shoved it into my Ted 
Blocker holster, the linesman asked , '?\ny 
questions?" 

"Yeah," I replied , "target goes left to 
right?" 
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Looking out of the corner of my shooting 
glasses, I saw the young range officer bob
bing his head up and down as if in the affir
mative. I set myself toward the left and 
waited. Even with the Wolf Ears turned off, I 
heard the motor start and the hands reflex
ively started to go for the revolver. I caught 
myself-as the rules demand-and threw my 
hands back to the start position. 

A long moment followed. No target. I 
asked myself, "Do they stop the target for a 
false start? I corrected the damn thing!" Then 
I saw the target come into my field of view 
from the right, and disappear behind the left 
wall I'd been waiting for it to appear from . 

I turned to the linesman. "Sir," he said , "I 
told you it was right to left." 

"I want to see your supervisor," I 
answered. 

What had happened was a logical error I 
can't blame the young man for. I'd asked , 
"Left to right?" Hetl been nodding his head 
helpfully as he uttered the words I hadn't 
heard through dead muffs and underlying 
earplugs: "No, sir, it's right to left." 

The chief range officer told me I could 
shoot the rest of the moving target course and 
then argue the point. I replied that losing 60 
points was as good as losing 480, and I'd 
rather shoot the whole thing over again if I 
won the argument than shoot for 420 of them 
in a state of rage and make up the lost 60 in 
the flush of having won the protest. 

After walking off the line, I consulted the 
rule book. It clearly said in one place that the 
targets will start right to left, and in another 
place that the competitor is responsible for 
knowing the rules. The year before, I'd lost 
the entire barricade match because the sched
ule had been changed at the last minute, and 
according to the rules, "The shooter is 
responsible for knowing his scheduled shoot
ing time." When I'd protested in '87 , the pro
test committee had found against me, without 
bothering to ask any of the several listed 
witnesses who'd seen me scheduled to shoot 
an hour later than the subsequently posted 
time. If I'd lost that , was there any point in 
arguing this one? 

The NRA staffers had apparently seen the 
light. Several shooters at Cup '88 asked, 
"Why was Mas Ayoob's shooting schedule 
posted in giant letters under the welcoming 
banner this year?" The NRA folks said it was 
good-natured teasing; I prefer to think it was 
a tacit admission to their having screwed me 
last year. 

In any case, I did not fire for score on the 
Mover in '88. Tom Campbell, Frank Behlert, 
and I were the only three people to have shot 
all ten Bianchi Cups. Tom's claim to fame is 
that in nine of the 10, he made the coveted Top 
Twenty. Mine is that I'm the only one who has 
shot aU ten and placed in both the Top Twenty 
and the Bottom Twenty. 

A Question of Rules 
Let me be the first to say that while I feel I 

was screwed at the '87 Cup, I screwed myself 
at the '88 event and hold nothing against the 
match sponsors, not the least of whom is head 
range officer Ray Chapman, a good friend of 

PERHAPS YOUR FATHER 
MENTIONED OUR NAME. 

Among serious sportsmen, the Hodgdon brand of smokeless powders 
.; is the name often recommended. Its predictably consistent quality 
~,' assures the highest levels of performance. Hodgdon, 
I \ ~. America's authority on powder for three generations. 
· For free reloading information, please contact Bruce Hodgdon, 

Chairman, Hodgdon Powder Company, P.O. Box 2932, AHOl 
Shawnee Mission, Kansas 66201. 

PLAXCO 
CUSTOM PISTOLS 

Highen qualify workmanghip by a champion competitor: 
• IPSC National Champion 
• World Speed Shooting Champion 
• SOF 3-gun Champion 
• Second chance Grand Champion 

The only pislolsmilh 10 ever win these championships 

For more information and gun specifications: 
J. Michael Plaxco, RI. 1 Box 203 
Roland, Arkansas 72135 
501-868-9787 

~ KITS \T6" 
RSELFK no-n-YOll ten busnin& 

match barre\, ma Requites 
Pl xcocomP· 

and a nandtittin\!.· 
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• Guaranteed 17% recoil 
reduction 

• Faster shot to shot recovery 
• Thick tapered hand-filling 

grips 

• Built in magazine loading 
chute 

• Milled for ambidexterous 
safety 

• Simple screw on installation 

New improved Advantage Grip System with enlarged magazine loadi ng chute. 
Complete with checkered walnut stocks and steel bushing grip insert s installed. 
Fits Colt Gov' !. Model 1911 A1 and all currently manufactu red copies. 
• $52.50 - Add $3.00 postage and handling. • CA residents add 6 Vi % sales tax. 
• Dealer inquires invited. • Write for brochure and mathematica l ca lcu lations that 
prove the recoil reduction. • Call for C.0 .0. orders. 

Jack C!!~~~~~Ya!~~ A14l!.entaqe 

S ~ B GUN SALES 
Cunom competition pino/g anJ mdifaty ri/leg 
.45 and .38 Super Match Pistols and Compensator 
Systems Using SPRINGFIELD ARMORY Pistols 

Guaranteed delivery within 6 months 
S ~ B GUN SALES 
55 Main Street Vinyard Haven, MA 02568 
508-693-7961 •VISA and MASTERCARD Accepted 

184 Pages 1! 200 + New Products!! 

8ROWNELLS CATALOG #41 
• , Designed for 

, , -, ': " ,/ X~ Th• G,,,m;.,, - ""''" - Hobby;,u ., "'. · • ""<. i (f. Who Service the Needs of the Millions of 
~ !r- t..r ;;; , Sportsmen & Target Shooters in the U.S. Today 

-'\~~ , ,,,. ," 
~""· • Dedicated to the principle that the man who works on guns deserves 

l!US the Best possible in supplies •Immediate service from in-stock 
inventories •Personal association with knowledgeable gun people 
•Constant adjustment in product performance. 

SELECTED FOR THE SELECT 
For the trade are tools for every need •Chemicals for every application •Supplies for every operation 
•Accessories for from crown to buttplate, to shoot, to service, to repair, to re-build or build the Gun 
•Electroless nickel plating •Wood carving tools •Engraving supplies •Hot and cold gun bluing 
•Special glass bedding · Acraglas • Acraglas Gel. 

Price $3.50* - FREE TO DUALIFIED GUNSMITHS/DEALERS (FULL & PART TIME) 
Serious Gunnuts & Hobbyists (Our new regular customers of the future): Ask, and we will send Federal Firearms Licensing 
procedures with your $3.50 catalog order. For the good of the entire shooting Fraternity we are anxious to help you get 
started as a legitimate professional - full or part time • or enhance your guncraft. The future fate of shooting in any area 
depends on the activity of the local gunsmith. YOU can both serve and enjoy! *Refunded on 

*Foreign: $4.50 BDOWNELLS Inc 2005. G•ov• 515 .• 2J.s•o1 .first $35.00 order 
" t • MONTEZUMA, IOWA50171 ----------

For our new color brochure and the location of 
your nearest Hogue dealer 

CALL TOLL FREE 

1-800-GET GRIP 
IN CALIFORNIA CALL 805 I 466-6266 I 466-4100 

Hogue features a complete line of fancy 
hardwoods, nylon and soft rubber grips 
designed for all popular revolvers and 
automatics. 

HOGUE GRIPS 

mine. That said , Jet me share with you my 
one serious reservation about the Bianchi 
Cup National Action Shooting Champion
ships - a certain aroma of poultry feces that 
surrounds certain aspects of scoring. 

*Item: Current National IPSC Champion 
Jerry Barnhart is vying for the lead when he 
is called to the officials' table for having 
ammo that doesn't meet the power limit. The 
Action Shooting Power Limit must be 158 
grain factory police .38 Special load or 
equivalent. One or more shooters have such 
ammo that doesn't make the stated require
ment on the Bianchi Cup chronographs. 
Barnhart is using a .38 Super handload that 
does pass the power line when fired from the 
six-inch BarSto barrel of his N astoff Custom 
Colt .. . but the rules say that it has to meet 
that limit when fired from afive-inch barrel 
range test gun. 

It does not. Barnhart is disqualified. A few 
weeks later, he is introduced at another major 
shoot as the man who got greased and reamed 
at Bianchi Cup, and Barnhart answers, "I 
don't recall them using grease." 

Yet he will still place first in the Jackpot 
Shoot side event. He vows to return to 
Bianchi Cup next year. 

*Item: Jim Davis has declared Cup Ten to 
be "Bring a Buddy to Bianchi Cup Year." He 
has also executed the brilliant stroke of 
declaring a High Junior category. I convince 
a good friend of mine to send his sons, 17 and 
15 , to Bianchi Cup. 

The boys shoot well. One of them runs a 
very solid 43 of 48 plates in front of numer
ous spectators, signs his card, and leaves the 
line as friends of his and his dad's pat him on 
the back. "430! Damn good score! Way to 
go!" 

"Wait a minute," says the kid , "My score 
receipt says only 400." 

The protest goes in. It lingers for the better 
part of a day. I hear one of the referees scoff, 
"How can the kid not know how many targets 
he shot, 40 or 43?" 

I know for a fact that this refhas never fired 
a shot of Action Pistol in the heat of competi
tion, or heli know that a newcomer loses 
count after the first couple of misses. As the 
tense hours wind on, another referee says, 
"The kid signed his scorecard. That means he 
accepted his score. What are we arguing 
about?" 

Those are the words of a man who forgot 
what it's like to be 15-years-old and have an 
adult say, "Sign this." 

Ultimately, they'll make the right decision. 
The two boys are eagerly planning for their 
next time back at Bianchi Cup. But after that, 
I'm not telling any more of my friends to send 
their kids to face that kind of BS. 

*Item: The shooter has blown his timing a 
bit, and fired two shots during the Barricades 
as the targets are turning. The bullets skid 
across the cardboard , leaving a mark 
between the 8 and 5 rings. As the scorer 
marks "5" and "5 ," the shooter says, "Didn't 
those shots cross the higher ring?" 

"No sir," he is told quite firmly, "the rule is 
that the score is for the ring where the bullet 
actually perforates the target." The shooter 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER ·JANUARY /FEBRUARY 1989 



shrugs, and signs to accept his score, the two 
fives and all. Later, he asks a referee, "When 
did you change the skidder rule?" 

"We never changed it," the referee replies. 
"Why?" 

The shooter tells him, and the ref says, 
"Those were 8s, not 5s. But they'll stay 5s on 
your score. When you signed the card, you 
accepted your score. The rule is, the shooter 
is responsible for knowing the rules." 

The shooter shrugs and walks away. He 
does not think he'll shoot another Bianchi 
Cup. He is wondering, if it is his responsibil
ity to know every rule, what the hell the 
scorer's responsibility was when the scorer 
told him in no uncertain terms that the hits 
were 5s, not 8s. 

Preparing for Cup 
Eleven 

Be hard, be ready, be practiced. For a few 
months before the '88 shoot, successful 
defending champion John Pride shot the 
entire Bianchi Cup once or twice a day every 
day during the week, then shot a match each 
day of the weekend to temper himself for the 
competitive heat. The man he beat in '87, 
then-defending champ Riley Gilmore, shot 
the Bianchi Cup every day of his life, even 
before he had the Team Psychologist and the 
Team Physiologist. 

My own idea of being ready if I shoot the 
llth Bianchi Cup will include retaining 
Columbia's gun-wise attorney Dick Thomas 
to stand at my shoulder and sue the next SOB 
I see trying to shaft a well-intentioned 
competitor. 

Seriously, though, the vast majority of 
Bianchi Cup shoots, and Bianchi Cup shoot
ers, comprise a symphony of the best 
pistoleros from all the disciplines who come 
together in the most intense competitive heat 
that is known in the handgunning world. 

You will come face to face with the finest 
people and the finest shooters the sport of the 
pistol has . yet produced- Pride and Rob 
Leatham, Enos and Gilmore, Barnhart and 
Bill Roger's and Bill's wife Christie who hap
pens to be the current women's champion, 
and many more. You'll hear seasoned vets say 
"This is more pressure than gunfights I've 
been in," and you'll hear police combat com
petitors like Ed Duda, this year's high first
tirne shooter, say "The atmosphere here is so 
much more relaxed and friendly than the 
police nationals." You have to be there to 
understand why these are not mutually 
exclusive statements. 

Know the rule book down pat. Barnhart 
was not the first to fall prey to a misunder
standing of something in the small print. If no 
one from NRA can convince me between 
times that refereeing will improve in '89, I 
doubt that I'll be there, but tell Tom Campbell 
and Frank Behlert that I sent you and you can 
tap into their 20 combined years of Bianchi 
Cup experience. Like all the heavy hitters, 
they'll share their expertise and their hearts 
and their souls with a fellow shooter, which is 
what I most love about the intense arenas like 
the Cup. 

If you attend , enjoy. Go for the gold. 

Set your sights on . .. 
. the ''TIGER'' 

H738-SH 
The "TIGER" is suede 
lined and has a metal 
reinforced belt loop to 
contour with the hip. 
Other features, such 
as the retention screw, 
open bottom, covered 
trigger guard, & metal 
formed sight tunnel 
makes this a very 
functional holster. 

For your copy of our catalog, send $5.00 (refundable on 
$25.00 retail order) to: DON HUME LEATHERGOODS, 
P.O. Box 351, Dept. AH, Miami, OK 74355. 

WE TAKE PRIDE ... 
IN OUR 1SPECIAL' WORK: 

• Revolver action jobs 
• IPSC auto conversions 
• Metal checkering 
• Sight installation 
• One piece compensator 

barrels. 
• Fine welding 

If you demand professional 
workmanship, send $4 for our 16-page 

color brochure and price list. Refundable. 
Jim Stroh 

Member American Pisto lsm iths Guild 

ALPHA PRECISION, INC. Dept.A 
Route 1. Box 35·1. Good Hope. Georgia 30641 (404) 267-6163. 
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IMPROVE 
Your performance with championship-proven, precision 
custom parts and accessories! .... 

You are demanding. You are used to the best. You want professional care. 
You want classic, old fashioned, dependable service. You want quality, 
performance-proven equipment. We have it all! We are the Nation's best! 

1911 Type Pistols Accessories 
Wilson Combat 
Extended Thumb Safety Blue or sis .. SAVE 
Extended Slide Release Blue or sis .... SAVE 
Extended Combat Ejector SAVE 
MATCH 45, 6" B.B.L. SAVE 
Extended Magazine Button SAVE 
Competition Match Trigger w/3 holes ... SAVE 
Commander Hammer Blue or sis . . . SAVE 
Beavertail Grip Safety Blue or sis .. SAVE 
Shok-Buff Buffers (6 pk.) SAVE 
Combat 3/dots Sights SAVE 
Full Length Spring Guide Gov. or c/c .. . SAVE 
Magazine Well Funnel Blue or sis SAVE 
Checkered Mainspring Housing . SA VE 
Recoil Spring 9. 10, 12, 15, 
17, 18112 lb. Govt. SAVE 
S & A Magazine Guide Blue or sis . .. . . SAVE 
Safari Extended Safety Blue or sis .... $19.95 
Safari Ambidextrous Extended 
Thumb Safety Blue or sis . . . .... .. 29.95 

Magazines & Speedloaders 

E. Hill Model 666 Leatham Fender Holster SAVE 
Ernie Hill Model PPC Fender Holster . SAVE 
Ernie Hill Competition Belt SAVE 
Ernie Hill Single Magazine Pouch . .. SAVE 
Ernie Hill Double Magazine Pouch ... SAVE 
Ernie Hill Vert . Triple Mag. Pouch ... SAVE 

Safariland/Rogers Leather 
Safariland/Rogers Model 007 Holster $65.00 
SIR Cup Challenge Holster ........ $65.00 
Safariland/Rogers Gunfighters Belt .. $34.95 
S/R Adj. Single Mag. Pouch .. $14.95 
S/R Double Mag. Pouch . . $22.25 
S/R Triple Comp. Magazine Pouch .. $29.95 
S/R Triple Speedloader Pouch $16.95 

Action Tune-Up Kits 
S & W KJUN Spring kits ........ $10.35 
Colt 1911 Spring Kit . . . $12.95 
S & W J Spring Kit . . .. $ 7.70 
Baratta 92 Spring Kit $11 .95 
SIG-SAUER P226 Spring Kit ..... .. $ 7.70 

Timers & Chronographs Metal Form Match Magazine 
w/Shaw pad sis 9 mm 
Metal Form Match Magazine 
w/Shaw Pad sis 38 Super 
Shooting Star, 38 Super 

. . $19.95 Pearl Systems Timer PST-10 . $149.00 
$ 79.95 Chrony Chronograph 

... ...... $19.95 Sights 

1 O Ads. Mags. sis . . .. . .. .. $27.95 
NEW B.A.T. Brass Ultra-Mag pad 2 pk. $ 9.95 
Comp. II Speedloaders KIL . . $ 6.95 
NEW Comp. Ill Speedloader K $10.95 

Recoil Compensators 
Wilson Accu-Comp. II Kit 45 ACP . . . SAVE 
Wilson LE-Comp. Kit 45 ACP ..... SAVE 

Videos 
IPSC U.S. Nationals 1987 . . . . . .. $49.95 

Bo-Mar rear sight, (BMCS) $49.95 
Wichita combat Sight ......... . .. . $51. 75 

Books 
" You Can 't Miss" by John Shaw . . . $ 9.95 
" Shoot to Win" by John Shaw ..... $11.95 
" Combat 45 Auto" by Bill Wilson . $11.95 
" Hallocks 45 Handbook" . ...... .. . $11 .95 
" Combat Handgunnery" $10.95 

Accessories 
Steel Challenge 1988 ........ . .. . ... $49.95 Chapman Screw Driver Kit ........ $19.95 
Handguns & Home Survival . . . $49.95 IPSC Target Pasters $ 3.50 
Glasses Lyman Brass Gunsmith Hammer . $ 9.95 

Lyman Compact Screw Driver Kit ... $19.95 
Phelps Dillon 450/550 Case Feeder . $85.00 Bushnell Sportview ... .. . . . .. . . . . . 

•Bushnell Premier . 

_ ~1 . ~Jl!Itlll)f!VJPB"l&~SJ 
"' _::. . llJ.•Er~«J.·m' ~~ ~~~~£- ® 

P .0 . BOX 3238 • HIALEAH, FL 33013 
FREE SHIPPING IN CONTINENTAL U.S. 

SEND $2.00 FOR THE MOST COMPLETE PRACTICAL PISTOL CATALOG EVER 

And remember, if you do it perfect-
thirty eight dollars per second, _,. 
or better. ~ 

ARMSCORP SD-9 
Continued from page 48 

finish is a phosphate-type with a matte sur
face, very non-reflective. 

The wrap-around plastic grip panels com
pletely enclose the grip frame, and although 
the grip is short, it is very comfortable. The 
hand-web area is deeply incurved, and the 
amount of projection at lower-rear is just 
right. While the frontstrap below the guard 
will accommodate only two fingers, the pro
trusion of the magazine floorplate helps to 
give them a firm hold. The lower front of the 
guard has a moderate hook, for those who 
favor that version of the two-handed hold . 

At upper rear on the slide there is an indi
cator pin that emerges when there is a round 
in the chamber. On the test gun, the end of the 
pin had been cut to match the rear surface of 
the slide, and this left a rather sharp point. 
The test gun was a very early piece, and 
perhaps they'll round the tip of the indicator 
in regular production. If not, a few strokes 
with a small file will take care of this. 

The SD9 does not have a mechanical lock
ing system. To keep the action from opening 
during the instant of high pressure generated 
by the 9mm Parabellum round, the chamber 
has a series of fine annular rings. When 
obturation occurs, the case is gripped by 
these, delaying the opening until the pressure 
drops. When the slide begins to move rear
ward, it is controlled by four concentric 
recoil springs. The springs are captive on the 
guide rod , and will not fly out during 
disassembly . 

On the left side at the top of the grip there is 
a manual safety lever that is easily flicked 
down to the horizontal off-safe position with 
the side of the thumb. In on-safe mode, the 
lever blocks the striker and locks the slide. 
Actually, with the DA-only trigger system, 
no manual safety is needed. With a round in 
the chamber and the trigger forward, the 
striker is automatically blocked by the cock
ing arm of the trigger bar, so the gun cannot 
inertia-fire if dropped. 

The SD9 has a large ejection port, and the 
extractor and ejector are generously-sized 
and strong. The feed angle from the maga
zine is relatively shallow. All of these points 
contribute to reliability, and the test gun cer
tainly demonstrated it. I fired 100 rounds of 
assorted ammo, including some hollow
points, and it just ate all of them. The loads 
tried were by Winchester, Federal, and Black 
Hills Shooters Supply. For a 9mm pistol of 
this size and weight, the felt recoil was quite 
light. One of the reasons for this is the excel
lent grip shape. 

The takedown for cleaning is easy, but it 
has a few unusual moves. With the magazine 
removed and the chamber empty, a large 
cross-pin in the frame is pushed out toward 
either side. The trigger is then held to the rear 
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to clear the striker lug, and the barrel and 
slide assembly can be moved off the frame 
toward the front. Rapping the rear underside 
of the slide on a firm surface will move the 
breech block slightly downward, disengag
ing its top front lug from a recess in the slide. 

The breech block and barrel can then be 
moved out of the slide toward the rear, and 
the recoil spring unit is easily detached from 
the underside. Turning the backplate of the 
breech block in either direction allows its 
removal , along with the striker spring and 
guide. The striker can then be taken out, and 
the extractor can be removed from its recess 
on the right side of the breech block. It's best 
to leave the indicator pin assembly in place, 
unless you're a gunsmith. 

Cosmetically, the SD9 is one of the ugliest 
little guns in existence. But, as grandmother 
used to say, "Pretty is as pretty does," and this 
super-compact 9mm does just fine. Fully 
loaded, it gives eight rounds of 9mm Luger 
firepower in the size format of a small .380 
Auto. The DA-only trigger is a plus feature, 
and the handling qualities are outstanding. 

It's dependable, and the price is reason
able. Is there anything I would change? Yes. 
The sharp indicator pin, already mentioned. 
And, HI change the hooked guard to an out
curve at the front , giving more room for a 
gloved finger. As it is, though, the SD9 is 
a perfect self-defense or '-M-
police back-up piece. ~ 

Armscorp SD9 
Weight: 24.7 ounces 
Length: 6 inches 
Height: 4.37 inches 
Width: l.12 inches 
Barrel length: 3.14 inches 
Magazine capacity: 7 rounds 
Suggested retail price: $330 
Manufacturer: Sardius Industries, Ltd. 

Tel Aviv, Israel 
Importer: Armscorp of America 

9162 Brookville Road 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 

WILDEY SURVIVOR 
Continued from page 53 

through the devoted efforts of good friends 
Linda Zachow and Peter Hylenski , Will 
was able to keep the nucleus of an admin
istrative and design staff together. 

Will had also retained all of his patent 
rights to the gas operated Wildey design , 
and during the lean years after being 
forced out of the old Wildey, Inc. , Will 
Moore cast about for ways to make the 
design more efficient to manufacture, to 
enlarge on the gas operating technology in 
designing an entirely new pistol, and to 
develop pistol cartridges with improved 
ballistics. The latter effort resulted in the 
development of the .475 Wildey Magnum. 

Will Moore was constrained in his 

Available in 
45ACP, 10 mm, 38 super & 9 mm 

HI-SWEEP BEAVERTAIL GRIP SAFETYS 

MAXI-WELL • MAXI-COMP • MINI-COMP 

Route 2, BOX 2922 • Perry, MO 63462 
Phone !314> 565-3261 

MEMBER AMERICAN PISTOLSMITHS GUILD 
send 51 .oo For catalog 

Safari Arms .45 Combat Pistols 
Are Back ... Only f'rom Olympic Arms 

The famous Safari Enforcer (3 .8" barrel) and Match Master (5" barrel) 

are noted for their accuracy and durability. Available now. 
only from Olympic Arms. in Armaloy. blue. alloy and stainless steel. 

These Accessories 
Avilililble Sepilrately 

HAMMER. Stainless steel com
mander style . Designed with 
enough metal for correct fitting 
of the sear engagement. $14.95 

EXTENDED COMBAT SLIDE 
RELEASE. Now the same tech
nology as applied to the Safari 
Enforcer parts provides for one 
hand control during reloading, 
leaving left hand free to insert a 
fresh magazine. Browning High 
Power: $19.50; Colt : $19.95 

BEAVERTAIL GRIP SAFETY. 
Provides better contro l of the 
weapon by spreading recoil over 
a larger area of the shooter's 
hand . This reduces apparent 
reco il and eliminates hammer 
pinch. Requires minimal frame 
contouring for a perfect fit . 
$19.95 

AMBIDEXTROUS COMBAT 
SLIDE RELEASE SET. Now full 
control of the .45 automatic with 
the left hand. $29.50 

EXTENDED COMBAT SAFETY. 
Match·proven design assures 
positive control of safety without 
having to shift or reposition grip. 
Browning High Power: $19.95; 
Colt : $19.95 

AMBIDEXTROUS COMBAT 
SAFETY SET. Full position con· 
trol with right or left hand. Get 
the most from your automatic. A 
must for comb at shoot ers, 
police officers and all left hand
ers. Browning High Power: 
$34.95; Colt: $39.95• 

•Manu factured unde r pat. 
#3492748 

FIXED REAR SIGHT SET. No
nonsense front and rear sights 
designed for fast target acquisi
tion . Provides the proper light 
gap between the front and rear 
sight . Melted full radius style. 
Available in blue and stainless 
steel. Rear si ght fit s standard 
dove tail. $14.95 

Deiller Inquiries Invited 
Write or rnll for FREE ciltillog 

OLYMPIC ARMS, INC. 
dba SGW 

624 OLD PACIFIC HWY. S.E. 
OLYMPIA, WA. 98503 

PHONE: (206) 456-3471 

TO ORDER: 
Send cashier's check or money order for 
immediate delivery. Personal and business 
checks must clear first. Wi ll ship C.0.0. for 
orders over $30.00 . Minimum shipping 
charge is $4.00. Add $1.65 on all C.0.0. 
orders. Washington residents add 7.5% 
sales lax or furnish your stale lax number. 
Please call us ii you have any questions. 
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OGLESBY & OGLESBY 
GUNMAKERS, INC. 

Gun Shown -
Witch Doctor Pro-Type 

Featuring (IRS) Internal Recoil Suppression And 
The Self Adjusting Port The Witch Doctor Is "Bad Medicine 
In The Hands Of The Right Man" -For Inquiries On 
Availability And Specifications, Call Or Write: 

Oglesby & Oglesby Gunmakers, Inc. 
R.R. #12 , Springfield, IL 62707 (217) 487-7100 

L-~~~~~ ~~~~~~~ 

EAGLE GRIPS 
ART JEWEL ENTERPRISES, LTD. 
EXOTIC WRAPAROUND 

ROSEWOOD GRIPS 
FOR AUTOMATICS 

AVAILABLE FOR ALL COLT, S & W, RUGER 
& SOME BERETTA & WALTHER 

We offer the largest selection of ivory, mother-of-pearl, horn, 
stag, rosewood and ebony grips for most production handguns. 
ORDERS ONLY CALL 1-800-323-6144 

SEND $1 FOR COMPLETE COLOR CATALOG 
DEPT. AH ' EAGLE BUSINESS CENTER Retail $30.95 

460 RANDY ROAD, CAROL STREAM, IL 60188 • 312·260-0400 
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design efforts by the size of the Wildey 
magazine, which meant that any new car
tridge could not be any longer than the 
existing .45 Winchester Magnum car
tridge. But what cartridge case to use as the 
basis for a new large caliber pistol car
tridge? The .45 Winchester Magnum in 
essence is a .45 ACP case lengthened by 
.300" and both cartridges have standard 
maximum cartridge case diameters of .4 76 
inch. 

The .44 Auto Mag pistol cartridge was 
based on the .30-06 and .308 rifle cartridge 
cases, and even though the .44 Auto Mag 
has a longer case than the .45 Winchester 
Magnum, the maximum case diameter of 
the .44 Auto Mag is the same as its parent 
rifle cartridges, .4 70 '.' 

To be sure, the belted magnum rifle car
tridge cases offer greater case diameter, 
but belted cases diameters are too great to 
fit into the Wildey magazine. In my opinion 
the belted magnum cases do not offer 
enough additional case capacity to justify 
the significant expense of retooling for new 
magazines and new frames . 

So Will Moore turned to the .284 
Winchester rifle cartridge case. The .284 
Winchester cartridge has the same car
tridge rim diameter, .473;' as the .30-06 
cartridge family, but the cartridge case 
body is wider, thus making the .284 a 
"rebated rimless" cartridge case. 

The .284 was the first commercial 
American cartridge to use this configura
tion, though there were earlier English and 
German rebated rimless cartridges, with 
the most widely known being the .425 
Westley Richards cartridge. 

The .284 has a maximum case diameter 
of .500" as compared to the .30-06 family 
maximum case diameter of .470;' and 
while we are not talking of large vol
umetric differences, these differences can 
be substantial in pistol cartridges. 

Filling cartridge cases with water to the 
top of the case then carefully weighing the 
water is a commonly accepted method of 
computing volumetric capacity. Thus, the 
.475 Wildey Magnum, which is the .284 
Winchester cartridge case cut to 1. 198" 
(the same length as the .45 Winchester 
Magnum), has a volumetric water capacity 
of 27. 7 grains. 

The .44 Remington Magnum cartridge 
case holds 24. 9 grains of water, and the .44 
Auto Mag holds 26.2 grains _of water. 
Clearly, then , the .475 Wildey Magnum 
has greater capacity. 

The overall length of the loaded .475 
Wildey Magnum cartridge is the same as 
that of the .45 Winchester Magnum, or 
1.600'.' As we'll see a little later on, it is 
important not to exceed that overall length. 
Of course, you can't make a .475 Wildey 
Magnum cartridge case merely by cutting 
down the .284 Winchester. Once the .284 
case has been cut down the case must still 
be inside neck reamed. Forming the .475 
Wildey Magnum is no more difficult than 
forming any other wildcat cartridge, and 
easier than most since no fire-forming 
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operations are necessary. Case forming 
dies and reloading dies are available from 
RCBS and Wildey, Inc. 

Any chance that .475 Wildey Magnum 
cartridge cases will be available commer
cially in the near future? I spoke with Will 
Moore as I was putting the finishing 
touches on this article, and Will was 
engaged in serious negotiations with a 
major cartridge case manufacturer to bring 
out commercial cases in 1989. I'm con
fident that we'll see commercial cases 
available from Wildey, Inc. this year. 

Bullets are available from Barnes Bul
lets of American Fork, Utah. Currently 
only 250 grain bullets suitable for use in 
pistols are available, but as the .475 Wildey 
Magnum matures I'm confident that bullets 
will be offered by other sources. 

Okay, so how does the .475 Wildey 
Magnum perform? Does the Survivor 
function more reliably than the Wildey I 
evaluated in the March/ April 1984 issue of 
American Handgunner? Let's address the 
second question first. 

The .475 Wildey Magnum Survivor I 
have been shooting is much more func
tionally reliable than the .45 Winchester 
Magnum Wildey I previously evaluated. 
That's not to say that the Survivor is 100% 
functionally reliable. The Survivor has 
some eccentricities which can make shoot
ing this big pistol an exercise in frustration. 
However, it was much easier to overcome 
these eccentricities in the .475 Wildey 
Magnum and establish reliable operation 
than it was in the earlier evaluation. 

These "eccentricities" (I prefer that term 
rather than the term "problems") center 
around getting the gas metering system. 
Until you get the proper amount of pro
pellant gases regulated to operate the slide 
reliably, clearing any malfunction is an 
exercise in frustration due to the heavy 
spring resistance which must be overcome 
when operating the slide manually. 

However, I was able to get the Survivor's 
gas regulating system functioning reliably 
within 15 rounds, whereas I had never 
achieved reliable functioning with the .45 
Winchester Magnum. 

If you don't get reliable slide operation 
you have to keep adjusting the gas regula
tor one detent at a time, one shot at a time, 
until you achieve reliable operation. 

In the earlier American Handgunner 
evaluation of the .45 Winchester Magnum 
Wildey autoloader, I had commented that I 
had not achieved the accuracy I knew the 
Wildey was capable of producing. The 
Wildey has a barrel which is held rigidly to 
the frame. There are no toggles or links 
which have to lock into alignment to estab
lish a barrel-to-frame relationship. The 
Wildey locking system is just like that of a 
semi-automatic rifle since it is accom
plished by a cylindrical bolt. In short, there 
are less variables in the design of the 
Wildey, and that theoretically should 
create the parameters for greater accuracy. 

Such proved to be the case. I've had five 
range sessions with the .475 Wildey Mag-

New! Beeman P-08 Semi-Automatic Pistols 
Precision Made in Germany! Delightful! 

Th e pi stol des igned by Georg 
Luger is certainly among the most 
famo us and most so ught after 
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difference in pric e reflects the difference in manufac turing cos t and 
materi al. 

Send for Beeman Adult Airgun Guide/Firearm Catalog. reg . $2 , FREE with 
mention of code HG1. For fast. 1st class mail . Add $2, $3 fo r overseas. 

.FREE ·outr· · 
.CLEANING . 
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When you send $3.00 
for our latest full
color catalog , which 
will be credited toward 
your first order. 
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WILSON'S GUN SHOP, INC. • P.O. Box 578-1 • Berryville, Ark. 72616-0578 

CASE-GARD® 
HANDGUN CARRIERS 

Available in three sizes to meet the 
individual shooter's needs. Made of 

strong polypropylene with thick foam 
padding. Valuable firearms are 

protected from shock, moisture and 
dust, and covered by a generous 3 Year 
Guarantee. Available at your local MTM 

CASE-GARD dealer. 

Ask to see the Model 804 long term 
storage box, too. Catalog available. 

MTM Molded Products Company 
P.O. Box 14117 • Dayton, Ohio 45414 • (513) 890-.7461 
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Patent Pending 

PIN GRABBf RS .. 
THE BULLET 

Match Proven - best Pin Bullet. • Excellent carry/defense load . 

• Available loaded in 20s & 50s or 
No Ricochet on pins . loose in 1 OOs for custom loading. 
Countless Pin Match wins across • All popular handgun calibers from 
the country. .380 to .45 Win Mag. 
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transfer. as above, both sides. 
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CENTAUR ADJUSTABLE 
SLIDE STOP - A totall_y 
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Redmond, WA 98052-5530 2 5 oz 
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' Prices sta rt at $144 95 

Send $7.00 for Brochure 
and Operating Principles. 
Dealer Pricing Available. (206) 392-8472 

num since I had only 30 cartridge cases 
and, of course, had to head back to the 
reloading bench after shooting the 
ammunition I had loaded. The first two 
range sessions were devoted to getting the 
gas system regulated properly with the 
three different loadings used , and I really 
did not get around to firing for accuracy 
until later in the evaluation program. 

The research conducted thus far by Will 
Moore and his chief engineer, Peter 
Hylenski , indicate that Olin's 296 powder 
is probably going to be the powder of 
choice for the .475 , so I loaded with this 
powder exclusively. 

Powder charges recommended to me 
were 29 , 30 and 31 grains of 296, and the 
bullet used in all cases was the Barnes 250 
grain jacketed solid point. I tried both mag
num large pistol and magnum large rifle 
primers , and the magnum large rifle 
primers seemed to work better for me. 

This is as good a time as any to point out 
that I have not done as much work with the 
.475 Wildey Magnum as I would wish . 
There are a lot of other powders I'd like to 
try, and I'd like to see if I obtain signifi
cantly different results by using some stain
less steel bushings which Dick Casull gave 
me some years ago which permit magnum 
small rifle primers to be used in large 
primer pockets . 

There is a lot of work remaining to be 
done with this cartridge, and in many 
respects this report to the readers of Ameri
can Handgunner is only a preliminary one. 
However, I think that we have enough data 
to draw some valid conclusions about the 
.475 Wildey Magnum cartridge. 

Okay, so what about the accuracy? My 
best five round group measured less than 
one inch center-to-center. Normally I like 
to fire a 10 round group, but since I was 
loading the .475 Wildey Magnum maga
zine with only five rounds I thought that a 
five round group would be demonstrative 
of the autoloader's potential. 

AU groups were fired at 25 yards, and I 
most definitely did not achieve the five 
round group with all holes touching on the 
very first accuracy test. Going into the 
accuracy testing, once functioning diffi
culties had been overcome, I was record
ing five round groups substantially less 
than two inches on centers. The trigger of 
the .475 Wildey Magnum Survivor was 
considerably better than the trigger of the 
.45 Winchester Magnum I had evaluated 
for the March/April 1984 American Hand
gunner. However, the sights on the .4 75 
were standard Wildey; adjustable , but 
without any inserts in the front sight. 

I must say that I surprised myself when I 
shot the sub one-inch group. I was hurry
ing to perform some velocity testing over 
my Oehler 33 Chronotach before a threat
ening rainstorm broke. I was paying much 
more attention to making sure that the bul
lets were going over the skyscreens, and 
had to look twice through the spotting 
scope after I had finished the five shot 
string to make sure my eyes were not play-
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ing tricks on me. 
I did not duplicate that remarkable (for 

me) group on a subsequent testing session, 
but as is so often the case with large cali
bers, both rifle and handgun , they prove to 
be remarkably accurate. 

If the shooter rigs a scope on the Wildey 
Survivor I believe accuracy such as I 
achieved with open sights will be the norm 
rather than the exception. 

I prefer not to list extensive velocity 
figures at this time because I haven't done 
the extensive testing of various powder/ 
bullet combinations to obtain what I 
believe are realistic results. As I mentioned 
earlier, the only powder I've used has been 
Olin's 296. The 31 grain charge weight 
pushing the 250 grain Barnes bullet pro
duced velocity readings in the 1580 to 1650 
fps range. 

Peter Hylenski at the Wildey factory in 
New Milford , Connecticut , tells me that 
the 31 grain charge of 296 produces 
slightly over 1700 fps on the Oehler 33 the 
factory uses, and the difference between 
the velocity readings I obtained and those 
obtained at the factory certainly fall within 
the range of permissible variations. Those 
readings, by the way, equate to some 1600 
ft/ lbs of energy at the muzzle, so the .475 
Wildey Magnum certainly has adequate 
energy for any game animal you could 
realistically want to hunt with the 
Survivor. 

I did encounter one anomaly with the 31 
grain charge which must engender caution. 
The 31 grain charge of 296 is a compressed 
load when the 250 grain Barnes bullet is 
seated to the correct overall length to func
tion through the magazine. Remember that 
the .475 Wildey Magnum, like all car
tridge cases designed to be utilized in semi
automatic handguns, uses a taper crimp to 
hold the bullet in place rather than the roll 
crimp commonly used on revolver or 
single-shot pistol cartridges which produce 
heavy recoil. 

I experienced no problems when firing 
loads of 31 grains of 296 which I had 
recently assembled. However, I had 
received a partial box of .475 Wildey Mag
num ammunition which had initially been 
shipped to another evaluator. I had noticed 
that some of the bullets in this box appeared 
to protrude further out from the cartridge 
cases than did my handloads. I had loaded 
my cartridges so that the middle of the 
cannelure was even with the mouth of the 
case. 

The cartridges I received would not fit 
into the magazine without binding in the 
magazine body, but I really did not pay any 
attention to this factor since this particular 
day I was interested in obtaining some 
velocity readings. 

The first shot locked the action in the 
partially opened configuration -and 
locked it tightly! Curiously, the cartridge 
case was ejected normally and revealed 
absolutely no indication of excessive 
chamber pressures. I discussed this situa
tion with Will Moore and it was his opinion 
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that since the 31 grains of Olin's 296 is a 
compressed charge of powder, over time 
the compressed powder will move the bul
let forward in the case. The cartridge 
which I fired apparently had the bullet pro
truding far enough from the case to jam 
tightl y into the barrel's leade, with 
resulting highly elevated breech pressures 
when the powder was ignited. 

The Wildey autoloader handled the 
increased pressures without a bobble, 
which speaks very highly of the pistol's 
mechanical integrity, though the increased 
pressure did "freeze" the action. If a roll 
crimp could be used this situation would 
not occur, but since the taper crimp must be 
used to preserve adequate headspace for 
the .475 , and indeed, any other rimless 
pistol cartridge, additional care must be 
taken in reloading for the .475 Wildey 
Magnum when using compressed powder 
charges. 

The compressed powder charges them
selves present no problem; the problem 
arises when the overall length of the car
tridge exceeds 1.600'.' 

I'm going to continue to reload for the 
.475 Wildey Mag num , but when I 
assemble a load in which the powder is 
compressed I believe I'll use a sea ler 
between the bullet and the neck of the car
tridge case to insure that the bullet will not 
move forward in the case. I'll also be 
watching the overall length of the .475 
Wildey Magnum cartridges whenever I 
load them to make sure that the 1.600" 
length is not exceeded. 

In this regard , the magazine makes an 
excellent gauge to ensure that this length is 
not exceeded- if the cartridge will fit into 
the magazine without binding in the body 
of the magazine, it will be the proper 
length . 

When factory loaded ammunition is 
available and sealers are used during the 
loading process this anomaly should never 
recur. Remember, though , that it is always 
the shooter's responsibility to insure that 
any handloaded ammunition is appropriate 
for the firearm in which it will be fired . 

I liked the Survivor. I think it has a 
future. Will Moore never lost faith in his 
pistol. This design got quite a boost when 
the producers of Death Wish Ill decided to 
feature the .475 in that Charles Bronson 
movie. And while Will Moore is quick to 
credit the movie with "putting the Wildey 
on the map" I like to think that Will Moore's 
unswerving belief in this pistol and his 
desire to make it available to American 
handgunners would have breathed new life 
into the design in any event. 

When last I talked with Will Moore he 
gave me the figures for the back orders he's 
received for the Survivor, both the .45 
Winchester Magnum chambering and the 
.475 Wildey Magnum chambering. I can't 
reveal those figures s ince they are 
business-sensitive, but there is a market for 
this pistol, and a large one. 

There is no relationship between the 
"new" Wildey, Inc. located in Brookfield, 
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Connecticut , and the "old" Wildey Com
pany which was located in Cheshire, Con
necticut, and later in upstate New York. 
While the "new" Wildey, Inc. cannot per
form any warranty work on the Wildey 
autoloaders sold by the predecessor firm , it 
can and will provide repair services and 
replacement parts for Wildey firearms 
already in the field. 

Will Moore has a lot of ideas which will 
be of interest to American handgunners . 
He will be introducing his "Ringmaster" 
design at a future date, but only after he has 
thoroughly worked the kinks out of the 
system. I've fired this autoloader and when 
it is ready for its debut you'll read about it 
first in these pages. The Survivor will con
tinue in the Wildey line up. Will Moore had 
acquired the stocks of parts from the 
defunct Wildey Company, and sub
contractors are furnishing the components 
which Wildey, Inc. needs to satisfy all the 
back orders it has received . 

There are some interesting cartridges 
which will be introduced later. One which 
I'm particularly interested in seeing will be 
the .357 Pete rbilt , brainc hild of Will 
Moore's design engineer, Peter Hylenski. 
The Wildey is back ... and it ~ 
really is a Survivor. ~ 

For more information, write to Wildey, 
Inc., Dept. AH, P. 0. Box 475, Brookfield, 
CT, 06804. 

MATCH BARRELS 
Continued from page 45 

the slop accumulates at the rear of the bar
rel - as it is inclined to do in Browning-style 
automatics where the barrel must drop 
poor accuracy is greatly magnified 
downrange. 

In the 1920's, Rock Island Arsenal decided 
that the previous policy of selecting 
especially accurate pistols for competition 
just wouldn't suffice with the then-new Colt 
M-1911 and M-1911Al guns. The best of them 
were getting smeared even in informal com
petition with revolvers. Consulting with Colt 
and, apparently, with John Browning him
self, led to the conclusion that only an over
sized unit, trimmed to fit each individual 
pistol, could "take up the slack" which was 
causing erratic performance. 

A traditional "National Match" barrel , 
therefore, is one which is not only made to 
higher standards than service units, but one 
which begins oversized in key areas. The 
fitted barrel is "fingerprinted" to the individ
ual pistol in which it resides. 

There are other non-traditional applica
tions of the term "match barrel," such as 
Detonics "Scoremaster" barrels - they rely 
upon exceptional mass and overall precision 
manufacture to deliver a barrel which, in 
most installations, will not require special 
fitting. 

Most smiths will advise you that anything 
which tightens up the fit of moving parts 
carries the potential to reduce overall relia-

Bob is the 1988 NRA Unlimited Class Handgun 
Silhouette Champion. Firing a Remington XP-100 
cham bered in ?BR by Indiana gunsmith Ralph 
Bond , he compiled a 78 X 80 to ti e, plus a 10 X 10 
in the shoot-off to win the championship. That Bob 
and Ralph selected our barrels is a source of pride 
and inspiration to everyone at Shilen Rifles. 

For information on the com plete line of Shilen products send $2 .00 for a set of up-to-date Data Sheets 

STAG 

SHILEN RIFLES, INC. 
205 Metro Park Blvd. • Ennis, Texas 75119 

(214) 875-5318 

PISTOL GRIPS 

IVORY POLYMER 

Ajax Grips are 
available for most 

makes and models 
of handguns. 

Dealer Inquiries 
Invited. 

A. JACK ROSENBERG & SONS 
11311 Slemmons, Ste. 5 Dallas, TX 75229 (214) 241-6302 

FOR ORDERS ONLY CALL OUR TOLL FREE NUMBER 1-800-527-7537 

OFFICIALLY APPROVED FOR l.H.M.S.A. COMPETITION. 

Model 454 
... _ 

SHOOTER'S GLOVE 

If you shoot handgun for silhouette, hunting or just 
for fun, this Cabretta leather glove was made especially for you' 

There's " just enough" padding for comfort. The glove's scient ific 
design provides real protection against direct and transferred 

recoi l, dramatically reducing the ri sk of ulnar or planar nerve stress. 

Try them once and bring up your scores or bring down game like 
never before! Your sati sfact ion is unconditionally guaranteed . 

GUARANTEE: If you are not ful ly satisfied with the Model 454 Shooter's Glove, simply return within 10 days for a 
complete refund . MasterCharge-Visa accepted (813) 643-4222 

Avail. in Rt. Hand, Lft. Hand or Pair. Please specify Hand and Hand Size (SM, MD, LG, XL or XX). Inc lude check or 
money order for $13 (1 Glove) or $2.5 (Pair) plus $1.00 postage and handling, payable to : 

CHIMERE' INC. 4406 Exchange Ave., MetroPark #119 Naples, FL33942 
(Dealer/ Rep Inquiries Invited) 
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SUPER 
AUTOMATICS 
Nato Military Olive Drab Sold 
in Legal Kit Form. Art. No. 
KW7015N. Suggested Retail 
$23.99 Each. Front Opening 
(In and Out Type) Polished 
440 Stainless Steel Blade. 
Fully Automatic Kit, 8" L. 
Many Reorders Because of 
Reliable Function! 

Postpaid 
1 Pc ........ .. ... $15.00 
2 Pcs. . $25.00 
3 Pcs. . . $33.00 

($96.00 Per Dozen) 
($8.00 Each) 

3 Dozen-Up $84.00/Dozen 
($7.00 Each) 

5 Dozen-Up $72.00/Dozen 
($6.00 Each) 

10 Dozen-Up $60.00/Dozen 
($5.00 Each) 

Iron clad Money Back Guarantee 

r - - - - - - - - - - - - ., 
ELITE ENTERPRISE CO. 

P.O. Box 76, Dept. AH 1 
Montebello, CA 90640 

Personal Check Held For Two Weeks 

NAME __________ _ 

ADDRESS ___ _ ____ _ 

CITY _ _ STATE __ ZIP _ _ 

Check/Money Order Enclosed. 

Total ___________ _ _ 

We Have 7000 Dozen in Stock 
East Coast Please Add 4% For 
First Class Mail 
HUGE QUANTITY RATE AVAILABLE 
FOR DISTRIBUTOR INQUIRE 

.... - - - .J 
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bility. That is why, even with the most precise 
barrel installations, smoothness is at least as 
important as tightness and rigidity. 

National Match barrels, as shipped, gener
ally will not fit a pistol directly, and are not 
intended to. Irv Stone's Bar-Sto barrel, fitted 
to its own precision bushing and swinging 
link, comes closest, but usually requires 
some touches to the hood and a slight bit of 
work on the topside locks for setup. Bill 
Wilson's, Jimmy Clark's, and the Kart units 
require considerable work, and Wilson's go 
considerably beyond the ancient Rock Island 
specification in leaving latitude for precision 
fit. Some manufacturers offer "fat profile" 
units of .591" or over full forward minor 
diameter to indulge the whims of truly crea
tive smiths. Different as they may look, these 
are all National Match barrel units. 

There are smiths who accurize semi-autos 
by welding up and milling and filing stock 
factory units. This seldom saves the con
sumer much money, and there is some suspi
cion that the welds are not as stable as a tube 
born of a solid forging or bar stock, and that 
the trimming process introduces additional 
fatigue to the unit. One smith I encountered 
in the middle of such an operation explained 
that his customer steadfastly refused to allow 
a match barrel to be installed, complaining 
that he already had a new barrel and, besides, 
such a unit would not be "original." It is, 
however, far more common for the accuriz
ing process to include a new match barrel 
unit. 

Some smiths will even contemplate using 
the Series IV Colt spring collet bushing, 
tweaking and fiddling with fit. However, 
smiths who've had just one of these babies 
break inside the slide will seldom recom
mend the units again, and most especially 
will not retain the system with a massive 
match barrel. They prefer the solid, Com
mander-style bushing. 

Other smiths, whether in compensated 
IPSC guns or more conservative National 
Match guns, prefer the largest gross barrel 
dimension available, and some will dispense 
with the bushing altogether, using instead a 
tapered barrel to fill the bushing well (about 
. 725" maximum diameter, before taper) or 
welding, silver soldering, pinning, screwing, 
or otherwise securing a tapered sleeve on 
compensated units to eliminate the bushing 
entirely. The barrel's mass, just as in a target 
rifle, helps to spread heat and, in semi-autos, 
soaks up a lot of chatter and vibration. Recoil 
springs can be considerably lighter because 
of increased barrel weight. With some of the 
units used on heavy compensated pistols, 
especially using light Gold Cup slides, the 
action is quick, yet the actual wear on the 
pistol is much reduced by the barrel's ten
dency to ease and retard the initial violence of 
the recoil action. 

In terms of delivered accuracy, some 
smiths quote two-inch 5-shot groups at 50 
yards from a machine rest as their minimum 
standard for a full-house match glin. A few 
smiths maintain they can retain this standard 
for hundreds of rounds with a sufficiently 
heavy barrel. Yet I've seen the Bar-Sto barrel, 

Attention! 
SHOOTIST SUPPLY 
wants to help you with your 
practical shooting needs. 

1. The supplies and accesso
ries that work and will make 
you a better shooter. 

E11:teoded Sallies · Blue or SS S 18.50 
Ambidextrous Sattie9 - Coll 5.1.00 

Swenson 85.00 
Extended Sltde Retease 19.50 
W1lson ·Dwver Group Gnpper Gov"! 25.96 

Comm 31.95 
Wolff variable rate spring kit 7.7!0 
Pachmayr thumb guard 17.00 
Shok-bult tw/ spring) 8.36 
Bulls onlv 16-pac:kl 9.36 
MMC Fixed. Sights lwhiteoul hne and bat' crossl 32.00 
Bo Mar Adjustable sights 49.95 
Wichita Adjustable sight 49.96 
Beaver -tad grip Saltev · Colt 25.00 

Wilson 23.00 
Long Match Triggers 10 . .tO 

w / 3 hghtning holes 16.50 
Magazmes - Colt · Blue 18.50 

Wilson · SS 24.96 
Fla! Mamspnng housing Colt eked 25.00 

Piteh 1 .. . 00 
Colt Barrel & Bustung sels 5'.50 
Colt Commander Ham~ 19.50 
M.c:ro bushmgs 9.50 
Extended Recotl Spring Gufde 28.00 
Bianchi - 50 P 48.00 

50 P lor Compensator 49.50 
Askrns A11enge< 32.00 

Rogers Idaho reloadef 13.00 
AOQP.f E·Z load e.36 
Bianchi Clipgr1p 20.50 
Bianchi Lightning grips 22 .00 
Pachmavr grips 17.50 
Shoo11ng Star Std. mags . Standard 18.96 
CompehtlOn - w / pad 22.SO 

SS Comp · mstalled, blued and 1es1 tired on your gun. 
IWr11e tor complete mtormatron.) $ 195 00 

If you don't s e e what you wont, glvr us o coll 

- chances are we have It, or will get It! 

******************** 
FREE CATALOG UPON REQUEST 

******************** 
2. Modifications and custom
izing at reasonable prices with 
r e asonable delivery --· all with 
our guarantee of satisfaction . 
See the Jan/ Feb '88 issue of 

"American Handgunner". 

3. Our new Black-hard chrome 
"Black Gard" --- a first in the 
industry. Allows you the pro· 
tection of chrome without the 
glare . Call or write for details . 

forward correct remittance in c~11h, check or M.O., 
along with 10" or $2.50 postage to : 

SHOOTIST SUPPLY 
622 5th 

Belle Fourche, SD 57717 

C .O .D.'s Welcome - or call your 
Visa or Mastercharge orders to: 

m TOLL FREE m 
1-800-654-5985 
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In Chrome, 
Black Teflon, 

or Satin Nickel. 

A Davis P-32 Semi-Auto gives you the 
backup punch you need. As gun writer 

J.B. Wood has noted, this is " ... a good, 
dependable gun .... For personal or home 

defen se, or for law enforcement use as a 
'second gun ,' the Davis P-32 wil l do nicely. " 

The easy-to-conceal Davis P-32 comes 
from a company that's 100% American

owned and operated. And we back it with 
this simple guarantee: IF ANYTHING 

GOES WRONG, WE FIX OR REPLACE 
IT FREE, FOR THE LIFETIME OF 

THE ORIGINAL PURCHASER. 

'
··~ ~ ma FR? , 

T~~SD~~~~~rr~:gv:I :~~ ... .... ~ 
1n chrome or "'t'-/ 

black teflon , .22 LR, ~ 1 
. 22 WMR, .25 Auto, 

or .32 Auto. \ 

The American Way • 

CIVI 
15150 Sierra Bonita Lane • Ch ino , CA 91 710 

(714) 597-4726 

lightest of the current offerings in gross 
weight, win matches against heavier-tubed 
pistols, and have come to the conclusion that 
a sufficiently high level of quality machining 
can make up for a lot of alleged philosophical 
inadequacies in approach . 

Many smiths-Bill Laughridge of Cylin
der and Slide, for example- insist upon a 
truly cylindrical breech area to fill the slide 
well and guarantee a precisely centered firing 
pin . 

Some smiths test each and every barrel for 
Rockwell hardness . Ed Brown likes his 
match barrels 40 + on the "C" scale, and my 
conversations with him indicated hetl much 
prefer units he installs to be even harder. 
Most smiths disagree, figuring 32-40 on the 
"C" scale close to ideal. 

Hardness determines a unit's dimensional 
stability, but high figures can and do make a 
pistol barrel brittle. High pressure rifle bar
rels, by contrast, generally run 18-22 hard in 
their chamber areas, making for a very tough 
surface that seldom cracks. The 4-16 stainless 
steel commonly used in pistol barrels tends to 
gall at hardness levels below about 32, and 
some manufacturers have had cracking prob
lems near 40 on the "C" scale. Yet, Irv Stone's 
Bar-Sto units, made from bar stock rather 
than the forgings which predominate the 
industry, tend to be very durable in the neigh
borhood of 42 on the "C" scale. 17-4 PH, used 
in some of Bill Wilson's units, is a very tough 
material which machinists and some smiths 
dislike because of its tendency to tear up tools 
and bits, is an entirely different matter, for 
once installed, it seems to function durably 
and well over a fairly large hardness range. 
The same is true of the 4130 and 4140 carbon 
steels commonly used in match units by Kart 
and Wilson. 

In choice of materials, though, there is at 
least as much variation in a pistolsmith's arts 
and tastes as in surface contours. Some prefer 
not to use stainless, others refuse to use any
thing else. One thing all agree upon, though, 
is that stainless is far easier to clean. And all 
the smiths I've talked to will likewise agree 
that it is important to clean any match tube for 
optimum performance. Even stainless steel, 
while very corrosion resistant, won't func
tion as well in filthy condition, and abrasive 
particles left in the bore will cause erosion as 
surely as salts in a carbon steel barrel, albeit 
less obviously. 

One also encounters differences in cham
ber and leade setup in match barrels. Cus
tomarily, in the Rock Island tradition, match 
barrels are delivered with intentionally short 
chambers and minimum leade. This way, the 
barrel can be headspaced to mate precisely 
an individual slide setup, throated to deal 
with hardball if necessary or set up to handle 
only soft H&G #68's with minimal ')ump" to 
the rifling. Some, however, come from the 
factory set up for hardball , particularly in .45 

, caliber. 
Time was only Colt-inspired match bar

rels were available, but this has changed. The 
Czech 75 and its clones, the Browning Hi
Powers, the S& W 9mm's, and the Beretta 92 
can now be fitted with precision "fin-
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* THE ULTIMATE GRIP * 
GOOD FOR MORE THAN 

JUST HOLDING ON 

The STREETLOADER 'M grip packs six 
.38/357 backup rounds securely. Dual 
durometer ABS thermoplastic fits your hand 
with the non-slip , semi-soft feel you demand 
in a custom, working handgun grip. The 
STREETLOADER 'M grip makes topping off 
quick and easy. It 's jamproofl Load 1, 2, or 
3 at once. For plain clothes or off duty use , 
forget a bulky speed loader or dump pouch . 
Yet , it's speed loader relieved. Fits all S & 
W square and round butt , K and L frames. 
Suggested retail $38.50. See your dealer. 
If unavai lable, please write for more informa
tion. Made 100% in the USA. 

( STREETLOADER TM J 
Logan Security Products Company 
Box 16206 Columbus , Ohio 43216 
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PULL THE TRIGGER 
ON EXCITEMENT 

SSK HAND CANNONS 

For Superior Performance when 
you wish to reach out and touch 

something. 

Specializing in: 
14 to 58 Caliber Contenders 

Custom Scope installations for hunting 
handguns, heavyweight bullet molds, 
arrestor muzzle brakes. exotic_ finishes. 
Please call or write for price quote or further 1nformat1on. 
If writing, send two First Cla:ss postage stamps. 

SSK INDUSTRIES 
721-AH Woodvue Lane 
Wintersville, OH 43952 
(614) 264-0176 
(614) 264-7217 

~ 
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DOUBLE "45" MAG 
HOLDERS 

$12.95 Plus Postage 

VISA OR MC Accepted 

Immediate Shipment 
Lifetime Guarantee 

Dupont Hytrel® 
Form Fitting - Holds Shape 

Black or Brown Non Fade 
Built In Lubricity 

Resists Temperature Extremes 

MILT SPARKS 
BOX 187 

• IOAHO CITY, IOAHO 83631 * 
(2011) 392-6695 

Dealer Inquiries Welcome 

gerprinted" barrels from several sources. 
Another good candidate would be the Wal
ther P-38, which, like the Beretta, does not 
drop vertically during lockup. 

One-piece compensated units, wherein the 
compensator for Colt-style pistols is a fixed 
part milled from the original forging, are 
beginning to show up, and these recoil-reduc
tion devices may soon replace the laboriously 
hand-crafted units smiths like Jim Boland 
have used for years. Such units are expensive 
to install, but the extra bucks are well spent. 

Considering that the match barrel is in 
many ways almost raw material - try

ing to leave the smith room to perform a 
function analogous to the old saw about 
sculpting an elephant by removing all non
elephantine parts from a heap of clay - close 
study of the manufacturing techniques 
brought me to the conclusion that the key 
word on the metal-moving end of this busi
ness is the same as on the installation end and 
the functional end -consistency. 

Some 30 milling and lathe operations go 
into a modern match barrel. Most tolerances 
are ± .001". Even bushings, manufactured to 
match the barrel, must be constructed in such 
a fashion that the smith need not spend the 
remainder of his life removing metal on 
straightforward National Match guns. 

Roundness, concentricity and parallelism 
requirements are checked on finished units. 
CNC (Computer Numerically Controlled) 
cutting machinery is carefully programmed 
to assure consistency and assure that subtle 
angles and contours are precisely cut. 

One thing most machinists and many 
smiths will confirm is that properly executed, 
honed and polished to about a #8 R.M.S. 
finish, most any bore cutting technique can 
work very well. Broaching, button rifling or 
hooking a bore can all yield excellent results. 
Twist rate, typically anywhere from one turn 
in 16" to one turn in 12" on .45 match barrels, 
makes only nominal difference at ranges out 
to 25 yards, and then mainly in relationship to 
very specific bullet weights and designs. 
Even groove numbers and depths, about 
which so much has been made over the years, 
makes little difference if design execution is 
meticulous. 

I ran a series of tests myself, using .45 
ACP barrels executed at a twist rate of one 
turn in 12" , with groove numbers from 3 to 7, 
varying in depth but all carefully honed and 
lapped, and noticed no serious accuracy vari
ations with bullets from 185 grains to 230 
grains. Even from the Ransom Rest, devia
tion amounted to less than one would expect 
from one box of ammo to the next, and fol
lowed no "pattern" at all. 

The reality of the modern automatic pistol 
match barrel is quite simple. The ones I have 
tested have all performed much better than 
factory "service" units. As I used to think 
after watching Jim Boland do things I was 
sure were impossible for customers, in ways 
I was sure couldn't work, then noting how 
well the pistols performed- good pistol
smiths are genuine artists. They don't all fol
low the same approach, and often disagree. 

Display-
i ng two 
1110111-hs 
at a glance, 
1·his twelve 
monrh cal-
cmbr is ho th 
dccorari vc ;1nd 
functional . 
Six fu ll -color 
ill ustrar ions 
( I 0 x 19" print 
size) show 
uni form s and 
equ ipmen t in 
rich dcrai I. Cap
!)Ule histor ies of 
the fighting men 
:i.nd historic infor
m;Hi on fo r each day 
brings rhc evcn1 s 
of 1861 -1865 to li fe. 

1989 Calcn<la« onl y, $10.95 

'88, '87, & '86 COLLECTOR'S EDITIO 
NOW A VA!LABLE FOR $2 L.95! 
To o rde r, use your Mastc1C:ard/Vi.;;;1 hy ca lli ng: 
l -800-Z41 -2J60, ex t. !70 
O r send your chcck/mo nq onkr to: 
Art T cch, Inc., Dept. H 
4560 N. I Z71h S t reet 
Butkr, \'(![ 53007 © 1986 Arr T ech, Inc. 

IT'S BACK! 

CATTLE BARON 
LEATHER CO .. Now 

"°'" Orlglnal 
Dirty Harry® 
Shoulder Holster 

For ALL 
HANDGUNS 

'Marauder'tm 
Black Model 
w' Black 

Holds The Rights to this Suede Lining 
WORLD CLASS HOLSTER 

WORN BY SHOOTERS IN OVER 21 COUNTRIES 
• HOLSTER & HARNE SS made Ent ire ly O f TO P
GRA IN LEATHER N O ELA ST IC N O Sp li t 
Co whid e IS Used N O STRAPS VIS IB LE 
ACRO SS C H EST 

• HO LS TER Is Made From EX TRA HEAVY 
HAN D SELcCTED. TEXAS SADDLE LE ATHER 

• H O L STER Is Lined With GEN U IN E SU ED E 

•This Is THE ORIGINAL-Recommended As 
The "Best" By More Gun Writers Than Any Other 
Holster in The World 
•PRICES: 6-1 / 2" barrels or under $89.95 

7-1 12··. 0 ·· or 8-3/ 8 "" barrels $99.95 
10 :· 1ov, " or 10•1, " barrels $109-95 

(Left Hand Models-NO EXTRA CHARGE) 
COLOR CATALOG $3.00. Please add 5% to total of order lor shipping & ms. 
in Cont . U.S.- ALASKA, HI, APO- Add 10%- FOAEIGN- Add 20%. 
DEALERS- Send S3.00 & F.F.L. for Catalog 

Credit Card Orders (512) 697-8900. 
Send check M.0 . VISA or M.C. to: 

CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 
P.O. Box 100724 Dept. AH- I , San Antonio, TX 78201 

BEWARE OF CHEAP IMITATIONS 
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..•...........................••....... 
• • 

COMPETITION 
SHOTGUNS 

The ultimate in 
dependable firepower! 

Tanks Rifle Shop 
_ offers U.S.P.S.A. 

AR900 

and l.P.S.C. 
competition proven 
conversions of: 
•REMINGTON 1100 
•REMINGTON 870 
•BROWNING AUTO 5 
•HK BENELL/ 

• For more information, send $3for our 
complete illustrated price list. 

Competition-proven, match grade 
modifications for MIA/M-14 rifles also 
ava ilable. All work performed by Jon 
Tank, USAMU and Rock Island Armory 
trained specialist . 

~s 
RIFLE SHOP 
P.O. Box474 
Fremont, NE 68025 
Ph: (402) 727-1317 

M-F 4:00 PM to 8:00 PM CST 

• Includes antenna, 

--- rechargeable battery, 
charger I adaptor & belt 

cbp Full range of optional 
accessories available. 

• Covers27·54MHz, 108-174MHz, 
406-512 MHz, and 800-950 MHz. 

• 5 Scan Banks and 5 Search Banks. 
Total Pnce. Fre19h1 Prepaid 
(Express Shipp mg Optional) 

• 25 Day Satisfaction Guarantee, 
Full Refund if not Satisfied. 

$299·00 • No Frequencies cut out. 
•Size: 2" x S:Y•" x I l/z'' wt: 12 oz. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

10707 E. 106th St. lndpls., IN 46256 

- Toll Free 800-445-7717 63 
:~I Visa and MasterCard -
- (COD slightly higher) 
Jn Indiana 3 I 7 ·849-2570 Collect FAX (3 I 7) 849-8794 

One thing they all agree on is that a match 
barrel is where optimum accuracy 
begins. That should tell you 
something. 

RUGER SP-101 
Continued from page 61 

If the test summaries filled in by my stu
dents are any indication, he has nothing to 
worry about. A significant majority said they 
liked the gun better than their present snub 
.38s and would buy one. An even greater 
majority said they'd buy one if it was made in 
.357 Magnum. 

Here we have my one pet peeve with this 
revolver. There's no doubt in my mind or the 
mind of the Ruger engineers I talked to that 
this little gun will stand the gaff of Magnum 
pressure. I all but got down on my knees to 
Bill Senior, but he didn't feel there'd be a 
market. "If I should be persuaded in the next 
year or two that there is a market for the small 
. 357, of course, we'd reconsider," Bill 
concedes. 

For now, no official test has been done 
confirming the gun's ability to withstand 
Magnum Force, so it goes without saying that 
neither Sturm, Ruger & Co. Inc. , American 
Handgunner, nor particularly Mas Ayoob 
suggest that you ream out your SP-101 .38 for 
the Magnum round. We aH likewise advise 
that you stick to SAAMI pressure standards 
in your .38 Special loads. In any case, the .38 
Special length cylinder and frame would not 
close and fire with a cartridge longer than a 
125 grain .357 of factory configuration. The 
whole gun would have to be lengthened a 
tenth of an inch for the Magnum chambering 
to be feasible. 

What about deliveries? Bill, Sr. is still 
stung over the situation with the 9mm P-85. 
The Ruger Pistol of '85 was not, as of 
mid-1988, yet readily available. 

Quite apart from a backlog of 90,000 
orders, many of them from police, the P-85 
production line at the new state of the art 
Arizona factory was held up more than once 
at Bill's command because he wanted to make 
one more perfectionist revision in the design. 

The SP-101 is produced at another Ruger 
plant and its implementation was no impedi
ment to the P-85 project. Nonetheless, Bill 
made the decision not to release the test 
weapons to the firearms press until the new 
guns were already in distributors' and deal
ers' possession. He knows that it was the 
loyal, individual American handgunner who 
made him and his company successful, and 
he regrets the P-85's premature introduction 
and the bad feelings it caused. At press time 
(August '88) Bill assured me that SP-101s 
were rolling off the line at a steady pace. 

The little gun has a good feel to it. In a 
tradition begun with the Redhawk, the frame 
dips down behind the trigger guard far 
enough to provide an "integral grip adapter" 
rest for the critical middle finger. That, plus 
the low bore line and the excellent grips, 
helps create a "feel" that makes this gun a 
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CHECKER • CUSTOMIZE • ACCURIZE • 
SPORTERIZE • ILUE ANO IROWN • RELOAD• 

• BASIC ANO MASTER GUN REPAIR • 
PLUS MUCH. MUCH MOREi 

LEARN EVERYTHING YOU'LL NEED TO KNOW TD 
GET YDU STARTED IN THE CAREER YOU WANT! 
LIFETIME CDNSULTA TION SERVICE AT NO COST. 

BE A SUCCESSFUL GUN PRO! 

OVER 40,000 STUDENTS SINCE 1946 

Send for FREE FACTS or call 602-990-8346 

Please RUSH f REE laCls on how I can become a prolessional gunsm1t 
the QUI CK easy home sludy way No Obllgalmn No salesman will call 

1 CHECK FOR VA or Gt D ACTI VE D RETI RED 

I 
NAM E AGE 

ADDRE SS 

I CITY STATE ZIP I 
MODERN GUN REPAIR SCHOOL dept MF19 

L 2~ N~ S!_:lo~3B_:!H!,!!!X ~5~ _J 

COR-BON® 
Super Penetrator 

Ammunition and Bullets 
for large and 
dangerous 

game 

New Loaded Ammo 
44 Mag 305 gr. 

454 Casull 320 gr. and 360 gr. 
$18.95/18 Rnd Wallet Pak 
$49.95/50 Rnd Plastic Box 

,, ... e,,I'' Desert Eagle Load 
" 44 Mag 305 gr. 
Buy direct or see your Dealer 

Call or write Peter Pi 
COR-BON® 

P.O. BOX 10126 
Detroit, Ml 48210 
(313) 894-2373 
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INTERNATIONAL SHOOTISTS INC. 

"LIFE WITHOUT FEAR" ~ 

··.·~ 
$10.95 
Soft Cover 

$16.95 
Hard Cover 

$24.95Hard. 
Autographed 
and N umbered 

World champion handgun shooters Mickey 
Fowler and Mike Dalton teach you how and 

when to shoot. Enhance your ability to 
survive. Areas covered: safety. marksmanship 

tactics • legal • women • technique • crime 
guns and equipment • ammunition .1 so photos. 

ttS•' DRY-FIRE KITS 1•S1i 
PRACTICE AT HOME 

IMPROVE YOUR SKILLS-$3.95 
Add $2.00 per book or $1 .00 per kit. Money order, 

Visa and MasterCard shipped immediately. 
Personal checks allow 3 weeks for delivery. 

CA residents add 6V2% sales tax. 

CLASSES FORMING 
Courses in both self-defense or competition are 

available. These international experts and Combat 
Masters w ill teach you to fire fast contro lled shots, 

with the mental conditioning to obtain pin-point 
accuracy, and fulfill you r personal goals! 

Send $2.00for.complete12 page 
Brochure and Information Packet to: 

""'"'""" .. "'""" ., 
DEPARTMENT A.H. 

P.O. BOX 5254 MISSION HILLS, CA 91345 

Co~~ete,. 
Pictured ' 

$79.95 

DOLLAR /' 
SEND ONE , .. 

FOR I 4 ···- ~ 
BROCHURE :,::..,.,., 

k 
Two 114 OOWrtS 

come w1m •.Cl'I 

Comc:>oWte"t} 

THE LIFELINE® 

SH0'9LDER RIG 

A new addrtion has 
been added to our ijne 
of quality holsters. 
Designed ongrnally ~r 
Sonny Crockett of the 
hit series " Miami 
VK:e." Th~ rig IS made 
from top grain crJN
hide with metal hard
ware. All holsters and 
pouches are hand 
molded for a pert.ct 
frt . All connections 
swiwl for a comfor- • 

SIDE VIEW table continuous wear. SIDE VIEW 

' 

Shoulder harness is completely adjustable. These holsters and ac
cessories are uniquely designed to provide maximum speed and com
fon. This along wrth tile quahty of material and crattmanship )(JU haw 
come to expect from our company has made us one of tile fastest groN
rng holster companies rn tile United States. We haw receiwd an owr
whelmrng response from police depanmems who are currently using 

~~l~r~~i~~~d O~~~~~.~~~~~~i~a"~\,;:~r =d~~~ ~1is~1~:0~~;h~!:s 
check or money oroer. Mastercaro. Visa and Amencan h:press cards are accepted 
with card number and exp1ra1100 dale PhOne oraers are welcomed no C.O.D.s. 

Ted Blocker's Custom Holsters 
409 West Bonita Avenue • San Dimas. California 91m 

(714) 599-4415 
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winner, even before you look at the underly
ing quality and magnificent "shootability" for 
a gun this size. 

Will it supplant all other snub .38s? 
Frankly, no. I'll still go with the Airweight 
Bodyguard by Smith & Wesson as the most 
practical deep-concealment .38 Special belly 
gun on the market today. But for a primary 
.38 shortie, to be used in a belt or shoulder 
holster or as a home or store defense gun, I 
think the rugged new Ruger's easy adapt
ability to shooting powerful ammo effec
tively under stress makes it the "best of the 
breed" at this writing. 

Its combination of compact size with ser
vice-revolver handling characteristics makes 
the Ruger SP-101 the logical inheritor of the 
late, lamented Colt Detective Special's man
tle as the best all-around small frame .38 
Special. It will be with us for a long time, and 
will help Ruger drive even deeper into the 
self-defense revolver market. 

The little revolver 
is a big winner. 

HANDLOADING 
Continued from page 32 

From time to time I think it's helpful to 
vent some of the things that really bug 
me. Not in the hope that they'll change, 
but simply because I know I'll feel better. 
High on the list of my pet peeves are 
shell holders. 

I have a little parts cabinet on my loading 
bench and one drawer is just about full of 
shell holders . They were made by just 
about everyone, for I usually took what I 
could get when I needed it. 

They all have one thing in common, 
there's no way in hell you can tell what 
cartridge it's for without trying one 
because they all use a different numbering 
system. So a Redding #1 which is for .45 
ACP is not the same as an RCBS #1 which 
fits the .38 Super or a Lyman #1 which is 
for the .38 Special. The few times that 
there is similarity between two manufac
turers is purely an accident and once 
they're out of the package you can't tell by 
looking who made it. 

Well, that's not quite true for I can spot 
Redding's by the knurling that makes them 
so much easier to get out of the tool. 

Several manufacturers now offer shell
holder kits that contain the most popular 
sizes, Lee furnishes one with each set of 
dies and Redding has a neat little post in 
their die box where you can store the shell
holder. Most loading manuals helpfully 
publish a chart so you can tell what's what, 
but isn't there a better way? 

Instead of numbers why not use a uni
form system of letters? It wouldn't be hard 
to come up a logical system whereby 
everyone's shell holder 'W' fits. the same 
case and so on. 

And another one: An editor once 
accused me of, "spouting platitudes," like 
"work up carefully" and "adhere to pub-

DRAKE'S 
st:eel React:ive Target:s 

Expert Design & High ouallty at 
Factory Direct Prices 

speclallztng In Steel Reactive Targets for: 
• IPSC Shooters 
• Law Enforcement, Security and 

Mllltarv Training Programs 
• steel Plate systems 
• competition Shooting 
• Gun Club Activities 

.22 Precision Event Target - P .O.R. 

DRAKE'S PLATES • 

Falling Plate System - $595.00 
Heavy-dutv 31h" x 5" angle frame table with 8" diameter 
faces made of T-1 plate, easy-pull mechanism allows Instant 
target return, dlsassembles for easy storage, made to com
petition specifications. Bowling pin size plates opttonal. 

Extra bowling pin plates of T-1 !Set of 51 5125.00 

VERTICAL SPLIT POPPER - $165.00 

3/ 8"" mild steel standard stze popper i 
spilt vertically - each side falls ln-

~~~e;hdo"~tt\;;:gh~lf~a~~:e u~ ~u~ ')ti" 
standard popper with a power adJust
ment and sturdy channel Iron base. 

SIDE-TO-SIDE 5WINCINC T ARC ET - An /PSC Challenger 

$179.00 
Target frame swings side-to-side -
frame Is mounted on ball bearings for 
longer target movement. Angle base 
Is removable. Target can be easily ac
tivated by ""Pepper Poppers"" , Vertical 
Split Poppers, doors, or by attaching 
a rope which can be pulled from the 
firing line. Paper targets not Included. 

Targets are designed tor use wl•"h all lead pistol bullets only. 
custom plate prices upon reouest. send $2 for full-color 
brochure_ All shipping charges collect. CT residents add 
7'h% sales tax. To order call us at 12031 535-3915 or send 
name & tull shipping address with cheek or money order to: 

DRAKE'S WELDING SE~VICE, INC. 
P.O. Box 8, Stonington, CT 06378 

THE 
BRASS 

MASTERS 
ULTRA VIBE 

CASE CLEANERS 
New for 1988 Modal uv101s11<11&3) 

O Removable Heavy Polyethylene Bowl 
with Lid 

11 3 qt. capacity 125-400 cartridge 
cases wt. capacity 10 lb. 

O Mass creates a cyclonic effect, 
moves around the bowl and down 
into the center 

[] Ball bearing motor operates on 115 
volts and is overload protected 

O Vibrates at 3000 VPM 
O Dimensions 10 " diameter x 11 " high 
O Shipping wt. with Media - 11 lb. 

1 ~- *" -
UV-10 Use #518A TTC-10 Ultra Vibe Media for 

3 QT. Brass Polishing . 3 lbs. 

125-400 ctg. 

UV-18 
6QT. 

200-700 ctg . 

TAU-SQUARE METAL PRODUCTS 
BOX 585. AUBURN , WA 98071 

Available at your local Sporting Goods Dealer 
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ESPIONAGE LEATHER 

SHOULDER 
HOLSTER 

• Worn 
by Agents 
From Paris to Is
tanbul, Ber li n to 
Macau & New York to LA 

, This Is The SLEEK, 
FAST COMFORTABLE RIG 
FOR YOU-AND IT'S HIGHLY CONCEALABLE 
•HOLSTER & SUPERWIDE " SPY" HARNESS Are 
Made From HAND·SELECTED TEXAS COWHIDE, 
ALL TOP-GRAIN LEATHER-NO ELASTIC 
• Special Angled Harness Doesn't Bind Under Either 
Arm -HOLSTER IS FULLY SUEDE LINEO 
•Holste r Has Optional Tie-Down Strap (No Need For 
A Trouse r Belt To Wear Our Rig) 
•FITTED TO YOUR SPECIFIC AUTO or REVOLVER 
•HANDMADE IN TEXAS BY OUR MASTER 
HOLSTER MAKERS 
• Our Holste rs Are WORN BY AGENTS & COMMAN
DOES In More Than 21 Countries 

The Best Continues ~;g~~~ussett"" 
•PRICES: 4" barrels or under $84.95 Color or 

4\1.'' Thru 6Yi' barrels $94.95 'Nile Black" " 
7" Thru 8 Yi' barrels $104. 95 

(Left Handed Models- NO EXTRA CHARGE) 

COLOR CATALOG $3.oo: Please add 5% to total of order fo r 
shipp ing & ms. in Con t. U.S. - ALASKA , HI , APO -Add 
10%- FOREIGN -Add 25%. (4toeweek• 

OEALERS - Send $3 .00 & F.F.L. for Catalog oe11myJ 

CREDIT CARD ORDERS (512) 697-8900 
Send check M.0., VISA or M.C. to : 

CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 
P.O. Box 100724 , Dept.AH1 San Antonio, TX 78201 

Beware of Cheap Imitations 

attaches to A-.... -CATCHER~- -
your hand .-::-::.'\"::;·-.-. , · ,J;.?;,,..._. 

~~~.-:~:~~--;:.:..:.-. 
not your gun. ~'·lf;.:.~:.-_._.·. ::.-. ,_.· . ... ~~·"::.·:·: .. ~ 

It works! · 
_.,._,.. < 

Catch ejected casings .__,_. 
from automatic handguns 
with the CATCH-ALL brass catcher. 
• saves lime & money-eliminates 

searching for lost or scattered brass 
• adjustable strap attaches lo right 

hand, allows flexibility 
• no weapon alteration necessary 
• will not obstruct sight picture 
• 2Y. oz . total wt ., space-age plastic 

CATCH-ALL s24ss 
ppd. 

patoot applied for USA 

Place your order today! 
Call Department 206 TOLL FREE 
1-800-824-6853 or (503) 686-9844 in 

Oregon. Visa and MasterCard accepted . 

No Rislc 30-Day Moneybaclc Guarantee 

Catch-All Products. Dept. 206 
P.O. Box 2522. Eugene. OR 97402 

lished data and be careful." I am guilty, with 
good reason. 

Once I wrote about a guy I called "The 
Headstamp Eraser" whose .44 Magnum 
cases bear no trace of the original markings 
after a couple of reloads. I am sure every
body thought I made that one up, but the 
guy wandered up the other day carrying a 
new Desert Eagle .44. I had the chrono
graph set up, and it was obvious what he 
wanted . "What's your load ," I asked? 
"Blank-blank grains of 296." What's the 
bullet weight?" "240 grains." 

Well folks , the amount of 296 he men
tioned was more than two grains above the 
hottest load I'd every heard of. I wonder if 
his feelings were hurt when I wouldn't 
shoot it? Moral : One man's platitude is an
other's badly needed warning. (A ~ 
fool's gun is soon parted. Editor) ~ 

COP TALK 
Continued from page 34 

get involved in that sort of thing." Others 
will testify for you .. . at $125 or more an 
hour. A school should have the policy of 
offering a man's instructors for material 
witness testimony on a friendly subpoena 
basis if he is criminally charged or civilly 
sued. That has been my own policy since I 
established Lethal Force Institute, and 
we're made good on it four or five times 
now. No court has yet held against any of 
our graduate officers. 

Remember, departmental qualifications 
were designed around the lowest common 
denominator of police shooting skill. If you 
fit the criterion, I don't think you'd be read
ing this magazine. 

Build your skills and those of your 
officers, and be able to document the pres
ence of those enhanced skills. The 
capabilities you fine tune will help you and 
your people survive the assault on the 
street, and the documentation will help all 
of you , and your police department, sur-
vive the second assault in the ....._ 
courtroom. ~ 

500 METER 
Continued f rom page 55 

at the sides of the case and the rim rather 
than the shoulder, would accuracy be 
improved? If the cartridge shoulder were 
to be crimped back .003" , would case life 
improve if most of the expansion occurred 
at the case shoulder rather than at the web? 
What about case capacity in relation to 
powder type and amount used? 

Would a modified primer pocket have an 
impact on ignition and overall accuracy? 
Attempts to bevel the primer pocket 
showed no advantage, but optimum igni
tion apparently was achieved by using a 
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----------------
NEW HI-TECH 
COMBAT HAMMER 

IMPROVE YOUR PERFORMANCE WITH 
THE BAT. ULTRA-MATCH HAMMER 
FOR COLT 1911 TYPE PISTOLS. 

OFFERS COLT GOLD CUP NATIONAL MATCH DIMEN-
SIONS PERMITTING BETTER RESULTS WITH CUSTOM 
TRIGGER JOBS. NARROWED SIDES AVOIDING RUB 
MARKS ON EXPOSED SIDES. 
NEW CUSTOM SLOTTED GRIP HOLE DESIGN GIVING 
UNIQUE APPEARANCE TO YOUR CUSTOM PISTOL. 
$28.95 FREE SHIPPING (Continental U.S.) 

DEALERS INQUIRES WELCOMED: 
BETTER ACCURACY TECHNOLOGIES. CORP. 

P.O. BOX 55-8266 • MIAMI. FLORIDA 33255-8266 
(305) 688-0262 

----------------
BROWNING HI-POWER 

COMBAT 
ACCESSORIES 

u 
EXTENDED SAFETY 
Pos1t1ve safety operation with no more 
"Jumbles" RoundOO comers ehmma1e 
snagging on holstersorcloth1ng Simple 
ms1allatJOn 

COMBAT MAGAZINE 
RELEASE 

s351s 

Sculptured magazine release will not 
snag ot release accidentally Designed 
tor Browning Hi-Power and Con autos 
Easytomstall. JUSt drill and 1ap one 
hole 

EXTENDED SLIDE RELEASE 
Release slide without shifting grip, 
speeds reklading when you "run dry" 
Specially designed tor !he Hi-Power, 
simply replaces s1andard release 

'49M 

PLEASE NOTE . . . 

AMBIDEXTROUS COMBAT 
SAFETY 
Now nght or left hand safety operation 
fo1 the Hi-Power. Exclusive design will 
positively tit and work Practically 
1ndestructable and guaranteed against 
breakage 

'7595 

WIDE TRIGGER 
Reduces !ell trigger pull for bener 
control Exclusive design is better than 
a trigger shoe, will not snag holster oo 
draw or insertion Simple ins1allat1on, 
also eliminates magazine sa1ety 

COMMANDER STYLE 
HAMMER 
Combines the best features of all past 
and present Browning hammers m a 
fully machined, heat treated hammer 
Short spur design will not bite web of 
hand and is less prone to snag When 
installed with our spring k11, wi ll reduce 
trigger pull Must be fitted by a 
competent gunsmith 

STAINLESS STEEL 
MAGAZINE 

'41 '5 

Genuine stainless steel magazine with 
!eed lips custom reshaped to feed 
properly 

s349s 

All prices are tor blued parts. stainless finish is available at $10 extra per part. 

Hi-Powers guaranteed lo feed ~ types of factory ammo 1nclud1ng 
hollow points and Silver tips Please cal l for details 

Extensive combat modifications are avai lable! Please 
send $3 ($6 outside USA) for our complete catalog . 

TO ORDER 
Send Money Order or Cashier"s Check only Mas1erCardN1sa orders welcomed. 
please supply complete card m!ormat1on 1nctud1ng exptrat1on dale Sorry no COD 
orders Phone orders accepted tor credit cards only AU orders please add S2 50 
for UPS in the continental US Alaska. Hawaii and Canada. please add S6 00 per 
order Please furnish street address for delivery 

I CYLINDER & SLIDE SHOP, INC. 
P.O. Box 937 
Fremont, NE 68025 
Ph.: (402) 721-4277 
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Ed Brown custom Accessories 

Maxi-well Grip Safetvs 
PATENT PENDING 

Dealer Inquiries Welcome 
SEND $1.00 FOR CATALOG 

ROUTE 2, BOX 2922 • PERRY, MISSOURI 63462 

~ PHONE (3141 565·3261 I I 
~ Memoer Amer1can P1stolsm1tns GUiid ...=... 

Here We Go Again 
Make Your Own Blanks? 

Of course you can, there's another 
brand new item from C·H ! 

Put that perfect rose crimp on .38 
Special , 9mm Luger, .308, 30106 and 
other calibers with C-H's new blank 
cartridge dies. 

Blank Crimp Die most calibers •••• •• . $59.00 
.45 ACP Blank Crimp Die ............. 79.00 

Phone (715) 229-2146, use Visa or MasterCard. 
Or send $2 for complete C·H Reloading catalog. 
You will find many other exclusive Items and will 
get $3 back on first direct order over $25. 

C-H TOOL & DIE CORPORATION 
Dept AH , 106 North Harding Street 

Owen, Wisconsin 54460 

r--------------~ FREE--FREE--FREE 
Purchase any 2 classified 
ads in GUNS and AMERI
CAN HANDGUNNER and 
get 1 ad the same size 

FREE!! 

Your ad could reach more 
than 300,000 READERS in 
the Firearms Market. 

For more information, see 
our ad in the classified sec
tion under business 
opportunities. 
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large magnum rifle primer. All else came 
out positive, including different bullet 
weights and calibers. 

Case capacity in relation to powder type 
and bullet weight was resolved by necking 
down a .225 Winchester rimmed case for 
the .220 Lightning and a .307 Winchester 
rimmed case for the other calibers being 
fired . A case shoulder slope between 28 
and 30 degrees seemed to work out best for 
allowing the right amount of case capacity 
and case expansion. This assumption is 
based on an average of 50 loads per case in 
several calibers without experiencing any 
separation at shoulder or web. And this 
remarkable case life is spread over lots of 
shooting throughout a four year period. 

Building proper powder loads is a 
tedious, repetitious procedure at best, to 
say nothing of frustrating along the way. 
Keeping safety in mind always, Don built 
his loads in small increments of 0.2 grains 
or less at a time, which included careful 
inspection of case and primer and chrono
graph checks for each round fired. 

Initial loads were well under recom
mended maximums. While some loaders 
spread the gospel that rifle powders never 
should be used in pistols, it would seem 
reasonably logical that 10 to 14 inch barrels 
available in the T/C Contender are long 
enough to allow the right powder and 
charge to burn completely within the 
length of the barrel, and at the same time, 
perhaps offer a longer burning time 
through the length of the barrel to provide a 
longer and smoother push to the bullet. 

If the proper ratios of case capacity, 
powder characteristics, bullet weight and 
bullet bearing surface work together with 
compatible barrel twist and optical sight
ing gear, consistent accuracy without max
imum velocity would seem to have a 
chance downrange. Bower's results seem 
to bear out these hypotheses in a spectacu
lar way. 

Some of the Bower-developed wildcat 
loads are shown in the accompanying 
table, and include some five different cali
bers. Bower designed a single stage reamer 
which provides uniform shoulder slope 
and room for the bullet to engage the rifling 
in the barrel throat. Powder and bullet 
combinations listed work well for both 
Bower brothers. They both agree that oth
ers could probably duplicate accuracy with 
other bullets and powders and going 
through the same procedures for working 
up loads. But if anyone betters their results, 
they both are most anxious to hear about it. 

Many of the pistol scope features 
desired by both Don and John have been 
developed by Burris in conjunction with 
many suggestions and requests from the 
brothers. Rapid adjustment target knobs, 
choice of reticles and scope strength to 
withstand the wallop of rifle loads in hand
guns are the end products of Burris engi
neering and manufacturing skills, making 
them a top provider of handgun scope vari
ety and quality in today's marketplace. 

Handloading costs encouraged experi-

1101 INDIANA CT. 
DECATUR, IL. 62521 

217-429-2290 

BROCHURE - $1.00 

CALIFORNIA GRIP 
A BETTER MOUNT FOR BETTER SHOOTERS 

* CAL GRIPS FITS S&W MODEL 
52 AND 39 & 59 SERIES 

$75.00 

* ADJUSTABLE BBL __,_ 
WEIGHT (52 ONLY) . . .... • . 

$45.00 
NEW * 1 INCH RING TOP PLATE 
FOR AIMPOINT 2000 & ARMSON OEG 
NO Rl1-JGS TO BUY $15 EXTRA. 

* CAL GRIP FITS 1911 COLT 45 
AUTO FRAMES 
HIGH OR LOW MOUNT 

$75.00 

• S&W MODEL 41 
TOP RAIL MOUNT 
LONG OR SHORT BBL 

$45.00 
RAIL COVERS FRONT 
AND REAR SIGHTS 

* HIGH STANDARD VICTOR 
TOP RAIL MOUNT 

$45.00 

NEW * CAL GRIP FITS 
RUGER MK I & II 
FITS NEWER SLIDE 
RELEASE MODELS 

$75.00 
NEW"BROWNING HI POWER' 
NEW"S&W645 

45 AUTO COMPENSATORS 
$200.00 INSTALLED 

Budget-Comp 
By 

Practical Pistol Services 
Two Stage Compensator, not a 
simple weight, on S.G. W. stainless 
barrel. 
• Full Service Colt Auto Gunsmithing 
• Match Grade AR-15 Trigger Work 
• Well Widget Mag Wells* 1 1 /8" 

Wide Steel Funnel $30.00 
Practical Pistol Services 

241 Washington St. 
Methuen, MA 01844 
(508) 688-4926 

Send S.A.S.E. for Price List 
Dan Sierpina - Pistolsmith 
"Dealer Inquiries Invited 
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The STAR PROGRESSIVE RELOADER 
as well as the STAR SIZER & LU
BRICATOR are the finest available on the 
market. Use patented STAR PRECISION 
RELOADER EQUIPMENT and be confi
dent that your shooting competitor has 
ammunition no better than yours. 

GET ON TARGET NOW WITH THE 
BEST ... GET STAR PRECISION EQUIP
MENT FOR BETTER SCORING! 

For FREE CATALOG send 
self addressed, stamped envelope. 

STAR STAR MACHINE WORKS 
/_,MACHINE\ 418 Tenth Avenue 

y WORKS~ San Diego, CA 92101 

#1AT-R 

MILT SPARKS 
BOX 187 

* IDAHO CITY, IDAHO 83631 * 
(208) 392-6695 

HANDCRAFTED HOLSTERS 
AND BELTS FOR SERIOUS 
HANDGUNNERS, 
FEATURING PRACTICAL 
DESIGNS FOR 
COMPETITION AND 
CONCEALMENT. 

SEND $2.00 FOR OUR 
BROCHURE. 

mentation with cast bullets , and John 
Bower came up with his own mixture of 
lead, antimony and tin to produce a gas
checked projectile of considerable hard
ness. I did not perform any hardness tests, 
but suffice it to say that with no bullet lube 
whatsoever, no lead fouling of bores was 
encountered with John's cast bullets, yet 
downrange accuracy was consistent with 
manufactured jacketed rounds. And no, I 
don't have John's formula. You'll have to 
try to dig it out of him yourself. He 
wouldn't tell me. 

I tried a few hand-held dry-fires, and I 
tried one and even two hand stances, but I 
soon found that accuracy would be sadly 
absent if I touched off any rounds like this. 
My side-to-side wobble would easily pro
duce a terrible horizontal oval group of the 
15-foot variety at 200 meters, let alone 500 
meters. 

The benchrest was a logical and much 
appreciated way to go. Don dreamed up a 
neat little benchtop support which allows 
elevation adjustment both at the bottom of 
the grip and up front under the forearm. 
Rough elevation is achieved by either mov
ing a front adjustment screw up or down or, 
in one of the earlier models, sliding the 
front rest into a higher or lower slot. Fine
tuning is then made by lifting the back of 
the base either up or down, or by sliding the 
bottom of the grip forward or back or by a 
combination of the two adjustments until 
you've got the crosshair or dot where you 
want it. 

Other competitors at the range also used 
various configurations of sandbags. One 
handgun was fitted with a Harris short 
bipod mounted backwards under the fore
arm, so innovation has its biggest oppor
tunity here. It should be noted that both the 
Bower brothers wear glasses, but they both 
seem to take turns winning matches with 
the gear they've developed . 

Aside from testing by observing results, 
I also inspected primers and cases for flat
tening, cratering, cracking or distortion. 
Nothing. I did a few chronograph tests with 
factory ammunition. A Federal 7x30 
Waters 120 grain BTSP slug fired from my 
TIC Contender's 14-inch barrel averaged 
2513 fps through a PACT chronograph, 
where the 1988 Shooter's Bible listed the 
cartridge at 2700 fps. As the factory listing 
was likely taken with a 20+ inch rifle bar
rel, the 14-inch TIC barrel results appeared 
to be about right. 

The table shows the results of each 
Bower load tested, using the same PACT 
chronograph, convincing me that any loads 
I didn't test were most certainly in the ball
park and could in no way be described as 
"hot" loads. In fact, Don Bower found that 
accuracy for many loads decreased as 
maximum recommended velocities were 
approached . 

From all shooting observed and done 
myself, I failed to note any signficant varia
tion from cold versus warm barrels after 
the first shot. Possibly the relatively short 
barrel (compared to a rifle at least) didn't 
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DUNK-KIT 
THE FAST, EASY WAY TO 

CLEAN YOUR GUN!! 

Dunk·Kit cleans out malfunction causing c1ud 
and fouling. 

Dunk-Kit cleans, lubricates and displaces 
moisture all in one easy operation. 
Dunk-Kit is reusable and should last for 
years. 

Dunk-Kit loosens light leading allowing it to 
be brushed out of bores. 
Dunk-Kit is also ideal for cleaning and 
protecting small ports, reels, cycle chains 
or almost anything. 

Dunk-Kit is available in % gal.. w. gal. and 
large 4 gal. sizes. 
Ounce for ounce. Dunk-Kit is the leost 
expensive cleaner on the market. 

send $3 ($6 outside U.SA) for more infom10tion on Dunk-Kil and a 
complete catalog o/ cuslom handgun modifications and ports, 

CYLINDER & SLIDE SHOP, INC. 
P.O. Box 937 
Fremont, NE 68025 
Ph.: (402) 721-4277 

•
Patented Do Nol Accept Substitutes . I 
Rib & Sights tor the competitive shooter. The 1984 & 1987 

ICAMP PERRY NATIONAL PISTOL CHAMPIONSHIPS 1st & 2nd I 
lplace won using BO·MAR's. Also '82 , '83, '84 & '86 PPC I 

National Championships won with BO-MAR Sights. 

I BO-MAR ~ I 
I World"s Finest Handgun Sights L___j I 

I sigh1~:=~~:;~!~f:~:: s&w s•s serrated blade ® I 
I Route 12, Box 405 Longview, TX 75605 214-759-4784 I 
~end Stamped Self-addressed envelope for catalog • -·············· 
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~ - : FINE 

I~ \. CUSTOM 
REVOLVERS 

•5&6 shot cylinders for most 
Ruger Revolvers: .22 RF to .50 Cal. 

•Octagonal SA & L-frame style barrels. 
•Hand-fitting and detailing; accuri zing. 
•Speciali zing in "one-of-a-kind " pieces. 

Bowen Classic Arms Corp. 
._ 

~~ 
P.O. Box 67 
Lo uisvill e. T N 37777 
(6 15) 984-3583 

Brochure $3.00 Member APG 

32 H & R MAGNUM (308 & 312) 
Custom swaged in weight you 'v'{ant, 

'

also cast bu.llets and reloaded ammo. 
·send $1.00 for literature. 

~ -Mol..oc Bullel5 
. P.O. Box 2810-AH 

~ Turlock. CA 95380 

H 
1/3 MOON CLIPS 

Use .45 acp ammo in place of .45 auto rim _ For 
Colt 17. S& W 25 and S&W 55 revolvers 
Allows storage in ammo belts & std. boxes. 
Reusable indefinitely. For a FREE sample, 
send a se lf-addressed . stamped envelope. 
(We now make fu;l-moon clips.) 
Cllp Prices: 25 for $4 .99: 50 for $8.99 ppd 

RANCH PRODUCTS, PO. Box li S. Mal;nta , OHIO ilSJS 

CHOOSE A WINNER 
Over 250, 000 
Gunbelt Rigs 
Sold' 

When ordering 
by mail: 
Specify waist 
size, gun 
make, bbl. 
length & caliber. 
Texas residents 
add Sales Tax. 

100% 
American 

made, hand 
craft , fully"lined, 24 
buflet loops. Prompt 
s~ipment. Up to 6'h 
b~ length - J.89'95. 
7'h bbl. length -
$94.95. New! 10'h " 
bbl. length - $99.95. 

Add $3.00 shipping 
/ & handling. 

lifers please inquire. 
Send $3.00 for catalog. 

AMERICAN SALES & MFG. 
BOX 677 AH LAREDO, TX 78042 

DIV. OF J. K. MFG., INC. 

104 

have time to whip or vibrate differently 
before the bullet was safely on its way to 
the distant steel plate, but this is merely a 
guess on my part and in no way represents 
any scientific breakthrough or claim by 
anyone. There just wasn't any apparent 
effect on shot-to-shot accuracy, for what
ever the reason. 

Crosswind and changes in light proved 
to have the most signficant effects on con
sistency. The wind invariably caused a 
horizontal group spread, and lower light 
meant higher hits. A good coach quick 
enough to pick up these changes in condi
tions minimized even these potential 
group-busters. 

John coached me into providing a new 
eye for a full sized ram silhouette after my 
first shot missed slightly left when the wind 
eased off for a moment. John advised to 
hold the same sight picture as the wind 
picked up again, and the dark eye appeared 
in the proper place on the white-painted 
ram's head. 

I was truly impressed, but it wasn't at all 
amazing. These guys simply know what 
they are doing and what they are talking 
about. And I'm not talking 500 yards, but 
500 meters, or approximately 546.8 yards. 
The car odometer indicated over 0.3 miles 
driving from the firing point to the targets 
downrange. 

Without the excellent target definition 
provided by the Burris scope, the targets 
were tiny white smudges against the neu
tral gray of the berm. That was probably 
because I wear glasses too. 

Don Bower is firmly convinced that less 
bullet surface bearing against the rifling 
improves accuracy, as with a boattail. It 
also might involve better passage through 
the air. Whatever the ballistic reasons, Don 
had trouble finding commercial boattails 
for one particular load, and wishes that a 
greater variety of factory bullets would 
become available before too long. 

"The bullets in 6.5 millimeter are really 
few and far between," said Don. "We could 
get a lot of mileage from a !05 grain and a 
125 grain boattail soft-point." 

I'm pretty sure that he wants these bul
lets so that he and his brother can continue 
to dominate the Jong range pistol matches, 
but don't tell him I told you. In spite of their 
fierce competitiveness, both Bower 
brothers are generous with information 
and assistance, so if you don't ask them any 
questions, don't say I didn't advise you oth
erwise. If I've stirred up a bit of interest, 
controversy or whatever, the place and 
person to write is: 

Don Bower 
Colorado Long Range 
Handgun Association 
1964 Lansing Street 
Aurora, CO 80010 

Phone: (303) 343-9596 

-~· 
• GUN SAFES 
• HOME SAFES 
• FIRE SAFES 
• GOLDENROD 

DEHUMIDIFIERS 

GUARANTEED 
LOWEST PRICE! 

1-800-222-7233 
A.G. ENGLISH, INC. 

708 S. 12th St. 
Broken Arrow, Ok. 74012 
OK (918) 251-3399 

JIM HOAG 
CUSTOM PISTOLSMITH 
8523 CANOGA AVE. UN/T C 

CAN OGA PARK, CA 91304 
(818) 998-1510 

PIS'l'Ol '"' 
PJ.\CUEll 

HOLDS 4 PISTOLS 
WITH SCOPES, 
AMMO, TARGETS, Maple Wood 

EAR SILENCERS, 
__..._,....~CLEANING 

IT"-..-"-J'c<r EQUIPMENT, 

VISA & MC 
{Card# & Exp. Date) 

ETC. 

~~=-"'Scope 
cornparlment 
wilh adjustable 
heighl bracket. 

S} 69°0 + 7oo5 & II 

Call Toll Free 1-800- 888- GUNS 
or mail check to: 

PFLUMM GUN 6139 Melrose Lane 
MFG. CO. Shawnee, KS 66203 

357/44 B & D 
CONVERSIONS 

S&W 27-28-Ruger 357-9mm 
TC Contender-Ruger Red Hawk 

BAIN & DAVIS 
307 E. Valley Blvd. San Gabriel, CA 91776 

818-573-4241or213-283-7449_lclosed Sun. & Mon.) 

THE HEINIE! 
FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 
SEND $100 
FOR 
BROCHURE 

RICHARD HEINIE PISTOLSMITH 
821 E.Adams, Havana, IL 62644 
Member American Pistolsmlths Guild 
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And all the gifts were unwrapped except for 
the one that was still in his lap. 

'Twas a copy of GUNS snugly tucked in his 
hand, the first issue of a subscription he'd 
received from a friend. 

He opened it up and began to read, it had all 
the shooting news he'd ever need. 

Columns and articles and features galore, on 
airguns and rifles and handguns and more! 

Page after page of guns, gadgets and gear, for 
shooting and hunting all through the year. 

Then he found the "Gun Giveaway" and he 
studied and read, 'till visions of winning danced 
through his head ... 

Months after Saint Nick has long since 
departed, you'll find him with GUNS, the latest 
issue he's started. 

Sitting by the fireplace hours upon end, still 
enjoying the subscription he'd received 
from a friend. 

You can give GU S Magazine subscriptions for a fraction of 
what you'd expect to pay for a gift that g ives as much: 

• One or two subs only $11.95 each. 
• Three or four only $9.95 each. 
• Five or more only $7.95 per 
subscription. 
Each subscription also includes a 

handsome card to notify the rec ipient °""' ~ ......... 
of your gift. Use the adjo ining gift ~~ 
subscription envelope or write to P. O. Box ~~ 
85201 , San Diego, CA 92 138 to ord er you r GUNS 
Magazine gift subscript io ns today! 



HANDGUN 
MARKET 

(~JJ 1\S S Il{ll~ll 

ACCESSORIES 

IF YOU TAKE LIFE SERIOUSLY ... peruse our Procurement 
Index featuring specialty equipment used by professionals 
worldwide. Concealment holst.ers, electronics, disguised and 
unconventional weaponry from under $20 .00 to over 
$2,000.00. The catalog is $3.00 from: A.S.P. , Box 185951AH, 
Atlanta, GA 30326. 

Concealed Weapon License Identification Badge. Finest qual
ity, made to order with your license number. Catalog Free. 
Seven Seas, POB 3906, Dept. 45, Apollo Beach, FL 33570. Ph. 
813-645-2621. 

FURY-HORIZONTAL SHOULDER SYSTEM for large 
frames, 45/9mm autos. Dual harness, twin off-side magazine 
carrier. Handcrafted of genuine black leather. Only 
$54.95 + HIS, COD, Visa/Mastercard. ORDERS ONLY 1-
800-284-7080. Noon.Spm EST inquires 7161282-7080. 

GUN CASES for DISPLAY-PROTECTION-SECURITY 
Quality Built, Rosewood Finish. Luxurious"MEMORY 
PADS" mold to custom fit your prized possessions. Many sizes. 
Call/Write for free catalog: WAMCO, POB 337-C, Oquossoc, 
ME 04964. TOLL FREE S00.227-1415. 

ARMOR VAULT GUN VAULTS buy direct from mfg. call 
or write for free brochure 405-634-2841. 729 S.E. 29th, Okla. 
City, Okla. 73129. 

ADJUSTABLE SIGHT SPECIAL $79.00. Colt Government 
Model , Auto Ordnance, Springfield Armory, Etc. Your choice, 
Wichita Target, Wichita Comoot or fl<>.Mar BMCS. Slide pre
cision milled for low mount installation and hot re-blued, 
Your choice, ramp or glare free post front sight installed. Also, 
Ejection Port lowered and flared, $18.00. $4.00 shipping and 
handling. Call or write for shipping date. GUARDIAN AR
MORY, 6070 Bailey Ave., Twentynine Palms, CA 92277. 619-
367-7625. 

M1911 auto shooters! We manufacture a no gunsmithing 
shim that takes out side play between frame and slide, $4.00 
PPD. Custom Knives & Guns, 23-7th Ave. NE, Pelican Rap
ids, MN 56572. 

PEPPER POPPERS: $79.95 each. Free Standing 8" STEEL 
PLATES, $14.95 each. All quality %"construction. Shipped 
freight collect. Write for additional information and quantity 
prices. LaGrange County Rod and Gun, 121 North Main St., 
Topeka, IN 46571. 

DRAGON SCALES, Genuine G.I. 5-'l<"x5-'12" hard armor 
plated from bullet proof vests. 51$7.50, 10/$13.50, 251$30.00, 
all pCJStpaid. Money Orders Only. SECURITY SHOTGUNS, 
POB 449, Oracle, A'Z 85623. 

PERSONAL FIREARMS JOURNAL: Durable one page 
per firearm record book accommodates sixteen comprehensive 
descriptions and photos. Ideal for inventory and insurance 
protection for [;our collections and investments. $14.95 + 2.50 
~J':lng. Wei ington's, Dept. 23, P.O. Box 8668, Spokane, WA 

Fine custom made wood presentation cases, racks, cabinets. 
Send specifications or needs for firm quote. No obligation. 
Hufa Crafts, Inc., P.O. Box 597Q48.H, Chicago, IL 60659-
7048. 

Once fired military brass. no F.F.L. needed . .45.A.C.P.; 45 
A.C.P. Match; 7.62 match; 5.56: A.M.I., P.O. Box 17373, Mem
phis, TN 38187-0383. 

Semi-auto gun oil..."Super Green" At last, a purified super lu
bricator for fast moving parts. Also, minimizes critical sear 
wear. Convenient two ounce unbreakable flip top bottle .. 
$4.85 postpaid. Check to: Concept Center, RD 7 Box 71, Gib
sonia, PA 15044. 

AMMUNITION 

EXCALIBER WAX PELLETS, for .38 spl., 9 mm Luger, .380, 
.41 mag., .44 mag., .45 L.C., .45 acp. Inexpensive practice ap
proximately Y.! velocity of factory ammo. No ricochetting, no 
reloading tools, no gun powder, uses shotgun primers only. 
l~llet sampler w/6 reusable cases $5.00. Special wearruns 
We~fi'.GM:i~· M & M ENTERPRISES, Box 64 AHG, Is and 

TUMBLER/POLISHERS NUT SHELL MEDIA 1-IlGHEST 
QUALITY WWEST PRICE #5 BOX $9.75, DELIVERED 
FREE. PRICE LIST.JET BLAST, BOX 4520, FT. WORTH, 
TEXAS76106. 

DISCOUNT AMMO!! BRASS! BULLETS! Compare our 
prices on Winchester, Remington, Federal, Glaser, Norma, 
CCI, Hornady, etc. Free catalog. Cheapshot, Inc., Ammo Dis
count Warehouse, 294A RT 980, Canonsburg, PA 15317. 412/ 
745-COLT. 
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Classified ads $.75 per word per insertion. ($.60 per word-per insertion for 3 or more) including 
name and address (20 word minimum). Minimum charge $15.00. Copy and rerun orders must be 
accompanied by PAYMENT IN ADVANCE. NO AGENCY DISCOUNTS. All ads must be received 
with advance payment no later than the 15th of each month. EXAMPLE: Closing for May/Jun 1989 
issue (on sale Mar. 1) is Jan. 15th. Ads received after closing will appear in the following issue. 
Please type or print clearly. PLEASE NOTE*** NO PROOFS WILL BE FURNISHED. 
Include name, address, post office, zip code, city and state as counted words. Abbreviations count 
as one word each. Mail to AMERICAN HANDGUNNER MAGAZINE, 591 Camino de la 
Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, California 92108. 

MAGNUM PISTOL POWDER - Ideal for 357, 41, 44, 410, 
30 Carbine, prepaid first 48 states, 1 lb I $6.50, 4 lb I $24.00, 8 
lb $46.00, 16 lb I $88.00, 32 lb I $160.00. Glen's Components, 
Suite 265, 2899 East Big Beaver, Troy, Michigan 48084. 

.38 SPECIAL RELOADED AMMUNITION- Rernanufac
tured using fully automated equ.ipm.e nt. 158 g r . SWC 
$87.00M-148gr. WC $85.00M. reloading since 1974. MPSCo., 
1441 W. John St., Matthews, NC 28105. (704)847-8793. 

TRACERS, reload your own (as described in the Dec. issue of 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE.) Military type, red, green, white or 
amber burning tracer, any caliber. Step by step instructions. 
Includes detailed drawings, bullet preparation, reloading in
struct10ns, $5.00. T. Tyler, Box 2700H, Dept. SOF, Huntmg
ton Beach, CA 92647. 

SPECIAL PURPOSE AMMO AND MUNITIONS. Reload 
your own: Tracers, A.P. , H.E. ammo, 12 Ga. Flares, Therrnit.e/ 
Smoke Grenades and many others. SASE for Free list. T. Ty
ler, Box 2700H, DeptSOF, Huntington Beach, CA 92647. 

FREE DISCOUNT AMMUNITION CATALOG. Save up 
to 50%i on new, obsolete, military, rimfire, centerfire, 
shotshell and accessories. Atlanta Discount Ammo, 
Dept 0, Box 627, Norcross, GA 30091. (404)446-2429. 

SPECIAL PURPOSE AMMO: Tracers, blanks, frangible 
rounds, bird bombs. Send $1.00 for catalog to: HORIZONS 
UNLIMITED, 9208 Kingston Pike, Suite 195, Dept. AH, 
Knoxville, TN 37922. 

I reckon I can make ammunition for just about any firearm 
ever made. Ray, 215 W. Hannum, Carterville, Missouri 
64835, Phone 417.S73-2051. 

BOOKS 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, latest pistol carrying, purchasing, 
etc., regulations for all states and FEDERAL GUN LAWS. 
Both booklets $5.00. POLICE EQUIPMENT CATALOG 
$2.00. Schlesinger, Department E., P.O. Box 882, New York, 
NY 10150. 

OUT-OF-PRINT Books Found. Send Wants. LARGE CATA
LOGUE $1.00; Book.look, 51AC Maple Ave., Warwick, N.Y. 
10990. 

SHOOT A HANDGUN reveals the expert's way to use your 
handguns safely, effectively and within the law. Learn how 
and where to shoot, firearms resr:nsibility, what ammunition 
to purchase, and more. Specia chapter on defensive pistol 
shooting, plus a glossary of handgun terms. Only $9.95 post
paid. GUNS BOOKS, Dept.SH-HO!, 591 Camino de la Reina, 
Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

SHOOTING by Edward Matunas. Learn how to become an 
expert marksman with rifle, shotgun, handgun, muzzleloader 
and bow. You'll get tips on selecting the proper weapon and 
accessories, and be provided with a detailed course in ballis
tics. For your copy, send $33.95 (includes postage) to: GUNS 
BOOKS, Dept. SG-HOl, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, 
San Diego, CA 92108. 

1988 GUNS ANNUAL STILL AVAILABLE! All new articles 
showcasing:"The Para-Ordnance Model 85: fully automatic 
and legal.","Hi~-Tech Team Steyr Aug and H & K P7.","The 
Shotgun Scene ,"Ruger's .30 Magnum revolvers", Insight on 
Aussie Assault Rifles, Plus"New Guns for 1988" and Old-Time 
Sixgun Stunts, Just $4.95 postpaid WHILE SUPPLIES 
LAST. GUN ANNUAL, Dept. GA-HO!, PO Box 16025, San 
Diego, CA 92116. 

1988 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER ANNUAL. This ;tear's 
exciting look at handJ_lUDS. Includes: Massad Ayoob s"Get 
Hip," the"lnsider Story,. on police pistols, Col. Charles Askins 
on gunfighting on the Rio Grande, and much more. Send $4.95 
postpaid to: HANDGUNNER ANNUAL, Dept. HGA-HOl , 
591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

THE 1987 GUNS ANNUAL IS STILL AVAILABLE!! Arti
cles showcasing:"The Glock Strikes","Yesterday's Military 
. 22's", Derringer's Stcyr Model 1912 and the Great Gun Trivia 
Quiz. Airguns,"Practical Knife Handles" and"the Truth 
About Dry Firing". Plus how"You Can Shoot PPC: Just $4.95 
pCJStpaid: GUNS ANNUAL, Dept. GA-HO!, PO Box 16025, 
San Diego, CA 92116. GET YOUR COPY WHILE SUP
PLIES LAST. 

1987 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER ANNUAL. The year's 
most exc iting look at the handgun field . Includ
ing:"Pistolsrnith Profile" -"Springfield Armory Forges Ahead" 
plus test reports and more! Only $4.95 postpaid. HANDGUN
NER ANNUAL, Dept. HGA-HOl, 591 Camino de la Reina, 
Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

MASTER TIPS By Jon Winokur The best shooters in the 
business teach you step-by-step mastery of the techniques 
that made them winners. For your copy, Send $13.45 (includes 
postage) to: GUNS BOOKS, Dept. MT-HO!, 591 Camino de la 
Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

SHERWOOD'S CATALOG OF GUN PARTS, ACCESSO
RIES, AMMUNITION, GOVERNMENT SURPLUS AND 
MUCH MORE. WHEN IN WS ANGELES AREA, VISIT 
OUR 4,000 SQ. FT. SHOWROOM. SEND $1 TO: 18714 PAR
THENIA STREET, NORTHRIDGE, CA 91324 . 

NEW CATALOG every two months' Get the best new books 
on weaponry, revenge and dozens of other subjects! For 50 
page catalog detailing over 300 titles send $1.00 to: PALADIN 
PRESS, P.O. BOX 1307-BGAT, Boulder, Colorado 80306, 
(303)443-7250. 

Gun Silencers/Noise suppressor. Complete how to booklet: 
Five easy steps to complete information on Silencers and sup
pressors. Plans, Diagrams, Specification and Sources. Just 
send $29.95 to: Diamond Distributors, P.O. Box 991, Hono
lulu , Hawaii 96807. 

Comparison, "STUDY OF BULLET PERFORMANCE IN 
HUMAN SUBJECTS" based upon autopsy results of shoot
ings. In this initial study, Performance of Glaser sall.ey slugs, 
Remington Peters, S & W Nyclads, WW Silver tips is com
pared. Price $11.95 postage included. VILLAGE GUN
SMITH, POB 873, East Moline, IL 61244-1316. 

HOME WORKSHOP SILENCERS VOL. 1: Step-by-Step con
struction methods for three different firearm si lencers. Over 
fifty high quality, large format machinist's drawings are pre
sented. 9x12, soft.cover, 72pp. Send $15.00ppd to: PALADIN 
PRESS, P.O. Box 1307-9AAK, Boulder, CO 80306. 

FAST SURVIVAL REFERENCE: Condensed survival in
formation in booklet form. Small enough for shirt pocket, wal
let or purse. Send $2.00 and SASE to: Western Concepts De
sign, 4320-196th SW, Suite B146-AH, Lynnwood, WA 98036. 

IMPROVISED EXPLOSIVES: HOW TO MAKE YOUR 
OWN--by Seymour Lecker--Ten simple formulas give you the 
basis to construct actual bombs, booby traps and mines! 5-
'mclPl.ld, soft.cover, illus., 80pp. Send $11.00ppd to: PALADIN 
PRESS, P.O. Box 1307-BGAK, Boulder, Colorado 80306. 

FREE"Founding Fathers Bicentennial of the U.S. Constitu
tion Booklet of Gun Quotes" Send SASE to: Second Amend
ment Foundation, Dept. AH, 12500 N.E. Tenth Place, Belle
vue, WA 98005. 

"FAST AND FANCY REVOLVER SHOOTING" By Ed 
McGivern. Every gun library should start with this master 
work on pistol shooting. 478 pages of timely information writ
ten 50 years ago for shooting professionals. HARDBOUND 
$15.95 (postpaid): AMG, 3070 S. Hoyt, Denver, CO 80227-
4440. 

Large Selection of GUNS BOOKS! Not found in bookstores. 
FREE CATALOG! Northwoods Book Company, 1505 Howard 
Avenue, Eau Claire, WI 54703. 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 

IT'S BACK! A GREAT OFFER!! WANTED CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISERS willing to buy two ads at regular price ($.451 
Guns or $. 75/Handgun per word) and get a third one FREE
in both GUNS Magazine or AMERICAN HANDGUNNER or 
BOTH! Send pre-payment with typed copy to: CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200 San 
Diego, CA 92108. OFFER EXPffiES JULY 31, 1989, 
DON'T BE LEFT mmn 
JOURNEYMAN CREDENTIALS granted legitimate! Write: 
National Craftsman Union, 210 Fifth Avenue, Suite 1102, 
New York, NY 10010. 

INVESTIGATIVE NEWS Exciting newsletter containing 
new information, methods, techniques, books and weapons for 
the private investigation industry and the professional inves
tigator. Satisfaction guaranteed. Send for FREE copy. 
NEWSLETTER, 407-EW Santa Clara, Santa Ana, CA 
92706 . 

Why buy retail? Go wholesale and save big bucks! My report 
tells how and gives sources. Send $3: Ron Taylor, 2333 Dun
can Dr #1, Fairborn, OH 45324. 

YES! You can become a commissioned officer in the U .S. Mili
tary. Commissioned officer tells how. Send $4:Karen Taylor, 
2333 Duncan Dr #1, Fairborn, OH 45324. 

BECOME A GUN DEALER -Professionally Prepared kit in-

~~~R=bY~:v~"l'IB~' ~!'85\Vto~=-
GUARANTEED! $4.95: BUSINESS CONSi'fLTANI'S, P.O. 
Box 1232-H, Uniontown, PA 15401. 

BECOME A LICENSED FIREARMS DEALER! Official 
forms, latest BATF instructions. Wholesale sources. License 
guaranteed or full refund! $5.00. Monarch, Box 1416-EM, El 
Mirage, AZ 85335. 
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BECOME FEDERALLY LICENSED FIREARMS DEALER' 
Complete forms/instructions $5.00."Starting Your Own Gun 
Business" (packed with information for your success) $4.95. 
License guaranteed or full refund! All above $7.95. Metro, 
Drawer 2267-SC, Sun City, AZ 85372. 

PRIVATE SECURITY PAYS! Guards/patrolmen needed 
everywhere. Start your own agency with our step-by-step 
~~iaL $6.95. SecuriTech-H, Box C, Vashon, Washington 

Become a gun dealer. For information on receiving your own 
F.F.L. Send $3.00: Shootin' Iron Emporium, 12321 Southern 
Avenue, Garfield Hts, Ohio 44125. 

GET PAID for reading books! Write: Pase-XM7, 161 Lincoln
way, North Aurora, IL 60542. 

HOW TO MAKE MONEY MAKING/SELLING LEAD 
BULLETS. Excellent Home Business. No experience needed. 
$1,500 month part-time , $50,000 year full -time realis-
tic.Setting Up Operations ... Equipment ... Supply Sources ... 
The Three Major Markets ... Increasing Sales ... Much More. 
$12.00: Richard Sitz,Box 453-A, Cedarville, MI 49719. 

"HOW TO OPEN YOUR OWN SHOOTING RANGE 
AND GUNSHOP" 39 page report. $11.00 to: JIM BARDON, 
1344 High #!AH, Denver, Colorado 80218. 

Licensed Firearms Dealer Application Kit. $5.00 Free ID 
Card and Wall Certificate. Interstate Enterprises, Drawer 
19689-AH, Houston, TX 77224. 

COLLECTORS 

RANDALL PISTOL RESEARCH, Trends, and Letters of Au
thenticity. Send for more information. Rick Kennerknecht, 
Box 1163R, Monrovia, CA 91016-5163. 

EMBLEMS & INSIGNIA 

CUSTOM EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS-DECALS-PINS. 
Free catalog/Quot.es. Highest Quality. Guaranteed Lowest 
Prices. Rusli Sketch. STADRlAH, 61 Jane Street. N.Y.C. 
10014. (212)929-2293. 

GUNS HATS' Show your friends that you're a GUNS Team 
Member. Each hat features: Bright orange logo, sand colored 
cap; polyester front/Mesh back. Only $5.95 + 6.5% sales tax 
for Calif. Residents. Send to: GUNS HATS, 591 Camino de la 
Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

Also available .. . GUNS Team member pins and patches. Now, 
you can also get your own GUNS Team member pin for only 
$2.50 + $1.00 shipping & handling ... Or, a GUNS Team mem
ber patch for only $3.50 + $1.00 shipping & Handling. Send 
To: GUNS PINS, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San 
Diego, CA 92108. 

FIREWORKS 

Salutes and Cannon crackers home made. The Best! Simple 
easy methOO, my secrets revealed. St.amp: Browns Diversified, 
POB 6, Paragon, Indiana 46166. 

Color catalog $1.00. Fireworks of America Ltd., Box 426, N. 
Benton, Ohio 44449. 

FIREWORKS, COWRED SMOKE DYES, ROCKET CAST
ING, CANNON FUSES,etc. for signaling or survival applica
tions. Catalog $1.00. NorStarr, Box 5585, Pocatello, Idaho 
83202. 

FIRECRACKERS, 80/16's $6.00 BRICK, BOTTLE ROCK
ETS GROSS $2.50, ROMAN CANDLES 10 BALL $4.50 
DOZEN, JUMPING JACKS $2.00 GROSS, ONLY SOME OF 
OUR SAMPLE PRICES. ALL PRE-PAID. NIGHT AERIAL 
SHELLS, 61 SHOT REPEATERS, SKY ROCKETS, AND 
MANY MORE ITEMS TOO NUMEROUS TO MENTION 
HERE. MANY NEW AND UN-USUAL ITEMS. ALL CAN 
BE SEEN IN OUR COWRFUL ILLUSTRATED CATALOG 
BY SENDING $1.00 TO: A&W SALES, P.O. BOX 1, 
MUNCY, PA 17756. B; offer void where prohibited. 

FIREWORKS: Fun, safe, top quality, lowest prices, catalog 
$1.00: WESTSHORE FIREWORKS INC., 6641 E. Dewey 
AH8, Fountain, Mich. 49410. 

Cannon Fuse Cutting Device. Manually cuts 7 ,200 fuses or 
more per hour. $29.95. Cutter, P.O. Box 5733, Kent, WA 
98064-5733. 

FIREWORKS-Looking for information? All kinds of technical 
reports and manufacture manuals available. Send $.25 for 
complete listing. RSA, Box 146, Willow Grove, PA 19090. 

FOR SALE 

WATCH REPLICAS! WWEST PRICES IN USA! War-

Dmk~J&'l~ltfk~~ct~~~W§llLL NOT BE 

GERMAN MARCHES. $9.95 per cassette. Set of seven cas
settes $49.50. Free list. Send SASE: NSDAPAO, Box 6414-
AH, Lincoln, NE 68506. 

Build your own shooting bench, target stand, rifle cabinet, re
loading bench etc. Plans catalog $1.00. LLEFMG, POB 908, 
Cornville, AZ 86325. 

IS IT TRUE YOU CAN BUY JEEPS FOR $44 THROUGH 
THE U.S. GOVERNMENT? GET THE FACTS TODAY! 
CALL 1-312-742-1142 EXT. 6279. 

Buy Firearms Wholesale!!! Save Big Bucks!! Kit includes Li
cense Application, Wholesaler Directory, Phones, Advice. 
$5.00: Sandhill Arms, Dept. AH-I, Box 336, Roswell, NM 
88202. 

GUN PARTS 

RANDALL & OD! VlKING 45ACP PARTS. DA RECEIV
ERS, AT DISCOUNTED PRICES. Lefthand Parts Available. 
RANDCO, Box 1163A, Monrovia, CA 91016-5163. 

GUNS FOR SALE 

WOMEN-We specialire in COMPETITION AND DEFEN
SIVE HANDGUNS FOR WOMEN. Automatics and revolv
ers custom-tailored to suit your size, strength, needs and ex
perience. We placed 2nd Woman at the 1987 Steel Challenge. 
For information send $1.00 to: JUDY'S COMP & CARRY, 
Box 640, Plains, MT. 59859 or call 406-826-5789. 

GUNSMITHING 

PISTOLSMITH Triple chamber HIGH-COMP installed on 
your gun $225 complete. All work highest quality. Stainless 
steel grips for Colt auto $40. Catalog $1. Randall Thompson, 
654 Lela PL, GrandJct. , C081504. 

GUNSMITHING LATHES -milling machines-tools. New 
catalog $1.00: Blue Ridge Machinery and Tools, P.O. Box 536-
N, Hurricane, WV 25526, 304-562-3538. 

CUSTOM PISTOLSMITHING by Randall Thompson. 
Compensator systems, custom barrels, machine cut checker
ing, metal craftsman. Highest Quality. Catalog $1. 654 Lela 
Place, Grand Jct., CO 81504. 

Learn my trade of gunsmithing, through video. We pioneered 
it 5 years ago with the book"Secrets of a Pistolsmith". We are 
the proven leaders in the fie ld. We offer videos on repairs, re
barreling, refinishing, tuning, bed.ding rifles and reloading. 
We have 21 titJes and more on the way. These are not home 
movies but professional films. Catalog on request. Trapper 
Gun, Inc., 18717 E. 14 Mile Rd. Fraser, Ml 48026. (313)792-
0133. 

You too can tune and trouble shoot your favorite handgun 
with"Secrets of a Pistolsmith". Now in its fifth year. This book 
has only been available to gunsmiths and dealers. We are now 
offering this helpful book to the public. This book is filled with 
many useful ways to correct any problems with S & W, Colt, 
Ruger and Browning handguns. Complete detailed line draw
ings of each part. You can't fail with"Secrets of a Pistolsmith" 
by Lin"Trapper" Alexiou. Awarded one L'fthe top 100 pistols
miths in 1988. Send $5.00 to: Trapper Gun, Inc. , 18717 E. 14 
Mile Road, Fraser, MI 48026. (313)792-0133. 

CUSTOM GUNSMITHING- Auto pistols, compensated or 
carry guns. XP-1 OO's custom stocks and barrels. High accu
racy and reliability a part of our service. Guns are our busi
ness-Our only business. Brochure $1. Mitchell Custom Guns, 
Rt 2 Box 238, Breckenridge, Tx. 76024. 

Custom Handguns for street or competition 45 Auto and S& W 
Revolvers. S& W Armored School certified revolver and auto. 
Free Brochure: Karl Sokol, Chestnut Mountain Sports, 65 So. 
Main St., So. Deerfield, MA 01373, 413-655-4647. 

D & L Sports Custom Combat 45's. Basic to full house pistols. 
P.O. Box 651 , Gillette, WY 82716. 307-686-4008. 

.45 Accuracy Jobs for Range or Street, Quick turn-around 
time Reliable. George Geiges, 949 Cypress Lane, Greentown, 
PA 18426. 

LEARN GUNSMITHING, from traditional techniques to 
current"State of the Art." Learn from Masters in their fields. 
Excellent facilities and job opportunities. Fully accredited, 
Yavapai College, 1100 East Sheldon, Prescott, AZ 86301. 
Attn: Glenn Simpson, Gunsmithing Department. 

.45 Autos. for range or street. Accurate and affordable. Bre>
chure $1.00: Shootin' Iron Emporium, 12321 Southern Ave
nue, Garfield Hts, Ohio 44125. 

INSTRUCTION 

VIDEO TRAINING PROGRAMS: World shooting cham
pion John Shaw's"Combat Pistol Shooting", $59.95 
and"Combat Shotgun Shooting", $49.95; Police Lt. Jim Bull
lard's"The Ultimate Self Defense Course", $59.95; other pro
grams priced"$39.95 include:"Survival Equip
ment","Survival Weapons","Remington 870","Remington 
1100'',"Colt 45 Automatic",'The M-16",''Basic Rappelling"; 
VHS/Bet.a, $2.50 shipping; Law Enforcement programs avail
able, call for brochure: Master Video, Dept. AH, 2572 Jackson, 
Memphis, TN 38108, Telephone 901/372-7012. 

PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR TRAINING PROGRAM. 
WORLD'S LARGEST, AUDIO-VIDEO TRAINING. DETEC
TIVE BADGE KIT WITH COURSE. COMPLETE INFOR
MATION $1.00 (REFUNDABLE): GLOBAL INVESTIGA
TION, BOX 191, HANOVER, MA 02339. 

You've tried the rest, now try the BEST! Authentic Tex/Mex 
chili from south of the Pecos. This is the recipe you've been 
looking for $3.00 SASE. Cowtown Recipes, P.O. Box 5357, Ft 
Worth, TX 76108. 

KNIVES & SWORDS 

UNIQUE CUTLERY OUR SPECIALTY We carry all 
brands and types of cutlery, firearms and necessaries. CUT
LERY KING tm, P.O. Box 464419, Lawrenceville, GA 30246. 
1-800-634-6205/Local 925-9086. 
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SWITCHBLADES: Boker, Hubertus, Klaas all made in Ger
many NO kits. Send $3.00 for catalog. Overby, 333 South 
State Street, Suite V-183, Lake Oswego, OR 97034. 

RANDALLS, Blackie Collins, Buck Customs, Al Mar, Gerber, 
Buck, Pacific, Victorinox, Case, Puma, Kershaw, Western, 
Kabar, Explorer, Aitor, Benchmark, Lakota, Cold Steel,! A.G. 
Russell , Browning, Frost, Parker, Taylor, Leatherman, Rem
ington, Spyderco, Wyoming, Eye Brand, DMT, Lansky, Cata
log $2.00: CAROLINA CUTLERY, P.O. Box 12819, WIN
STON-SALEM, N.C. 27117. 

MACHETE 23" long, hardwood handle, raiser sharp polished 
blade. $13.95PPD. Satisfaction guaranteed. Cataldi, 318B 
Wilson Ave, SI, NY 10312. 

SWISS ARMY TYPE KNIFE, 3- W ' all stainless steel, 12 
tools in one. perfect gift. $12.00 Postpaid. Gemini Enterprises, 
7260 NW 20th Street, Sunrise, FL 33313. 

SAFARI POCKET HUNTING KNIFE, dark rosewood 
handle and solid brass bolsters, stainless steel blade, over 7" 
long and comes with belt pouch. $11.00 Postpaid: Gemini En
terprises, 7260 NW 20th Street, Sunrise, FL 33313. 

BLADE TRADER outdoor kershaw cutlery set, features, 5" 
fillet blade, 3- 112" hunting blade, 5" crosscut saw blade, 5" red
wood handle and scabbard. $28.00 Postpaid: Gemini Enter
prises, 7260 NW 20th Street, Sunrise, FL 33313. 

FLOATING F ISHERMEN'S KNIFE, features 6- 112'' stain
less steel Kershaw blade, contoured grip, and water proof 
sheath. A must for all fishermen. $24.00 Postpaid: Gemini En
terprises, 7260 NW 20th Street, Sunrise, FL 33313. 

LEATHERCRAFT 

ALESSI HOLSTERS in stock DETONICS and DESERT 
EAGLE pistols and accessories. FORT KNOX safes . 
GOLDEN ROD Electric Dehumidifiers. INTERSTELLAR, 
POB 728, Lynn Haven, Florida 32444; 9041265-4480. 

MILITARIA 

MILITARY, MEDALS, WWII, KOREA, VIETNAM, Official 
Decorations and_ Service Medals, Miniature Medals, Ribbon 
Bars, Badges, Display Cases. All Guaranteed!"Claim Ameri
can Medals Free", Manual. Color Cata log $1.00. 
Write"Medals", 8893AH Pendleton Pike, Indianapolis, lndi
ana 46226. 

MILITARY SURPLUS 

MILITARY SURPLUS-Military Clothing, equipment, man
uals and uniform devices. Send self-addressed stamped ($0.45) 
envelope for catalog, outside U.S. , $2.00: J.R. Sales, Box 
4253G, Lancaster, CA 93539-4253. 

NARCOTICS RAID SEIZURES ! Au
tos . .. Vans ... Boats ... Airplanes! Millions Surplus bar
gains ... many 1 % original cost."Nationwide Sales Directory"-
$3.00. Disposal, Box 19107-MZ, Washington, DC 20036. 

SURPLUS BONANZA!! Buy Direct from Government. We 
show you ho~! Your area; (Guaranteed !!!) Official Directory; 
$3.00: Sandhill Surplus, Dept. AH-A, Box 336, Roswell , NM 
88202. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

KNUCKS- Genuine brass paperweights, not cheap alumi
num, same day delivery $7.95 prepaid: Matthews Police Sup
ply, P.O. Box 1754, Matthews, NC 28105. 

CHEWING-SMOKING Tobacco!! Do you Chew-Smoke? Free 
samples - Twist, Snuff, Pipe and Pouches- Prices. Guaranteed 
satisfaction: FREDCO'S, Dresden, Tennessee 388225. 

SHORT-RUN CUSTOM BELT BUCKLES WITH YOUR 
LOGO MY SPECIALTY SOLID SANDCAST SILICON 
BRONZE ALL HAND FINISHED. BUCKLES BY MIKE, 
1225 MANZANITA, DEPT. AH, LOS ANGELES, CA 90029. 

NINJA CATALOG Nightsuits, handclaws, footspikes, cal
throps, blowpens, shuriken and reference materials for the 
Shadow Warrior. Send $1.00 to: Ninja Supply Systems, Box 
28222/AH, Atlanta, GA 30358. 

NAZI War souvenirs and daggers! Illustrated catalog $10, bill 
(refundable). Disco, Box 331-H, Cedarburg, WI 53012-0331. 

PRIVACY CATALOG. Cash income opportunities. Secret 
loans. Hiding places. Asset protection. Financial privacy. 40 
pages. $1.00: EDEN PRESS, Box 8410-HG, Fountain Valley, 
CA92728. 

AIRGUN NEWS AND REPORT--THE ALL-AROUND AIR
G UN MAGAZINE PUBLISHED QUARTERLY , $15 
YEARLY, SAMPLE COPY $5 P&H INCLUDED. BOX 71 lA, 
COMANCHE, TEXAS 76442--(915)356-5065, VISA OR 
MASTERCARD ACCEPTED. 

CHERRYBOMBS, Firework Chemicals, Cannon Fuse, M-
60s, M-70s, Books to make M80s, Silencers, Fireworks, etc. 
Catalogue $5., refunded with 1st order; Not intended for sale 
where prohibited by law; Capitol Fireworks, 1805 W.Monroe, 
Springfield, IL 62704. 

Personal Security devices guaranteed to disable any attacker. 
Complete information. One dollar. Security, POB 924, Vicks
burg, MS 39180, Dept. Guns. 

BULLET PROOF VEST-Class 11-A Kevlar soft body armor. 
Will defeat the .45 ACP, .357 mag. 9rnm, 00 Buck and knife 
attack. Tested at the Aberdeen Proving Grounds by the U.S. 
Government Edgewood Arsenal. Front and back protector 
$175.00. Side panels: $35.00 per set. Sized S, M, L, XL: MPS 
Co., 1441 West John St. , Matthews, NC 28105. (704)847-8793. 
Established 1970. 
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CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2. for illustrated catalog. B-PEC, 
Dept. H86, P.O. Box 444, Los Ala mi tos, Calif. 90720. 

Save $, make your owns sinkers, bullets, lead mode ls. Large 
capacity electric me lting pot you can build from scrap mate
rials available everywhere. Complete information $5.00 
SASE to: Nifty Plans, P.O. Box 5357, Fort Worth, TX 76108. 

Government Jobs $15,400-$72,500 Now Hiring, Excellent 
Benefits. Call 504-649-7922 ExtJ-5025. 

REVOLUTIONARY - CIVIL WAR: SHIRTS, BREECHES, 
LEGG INGS , LOIN C LOTHS , NEC KLA CES , TOMA 
HAWKS. INTERGALACTIC, 1253 N. CALIFORNIA, CHI
CAGO, ILLINOIS 60622. 

Springfield Armory representatives will attend most major 
shooting oompetition during the 1988 season, including Bian
chi Cup, Camp Perry National Matches, The Masters, USPSA 
Nationals, and more. Sales and service will be availa ble on 
Springfield 1911-Al s, MlAs, SAR-48s, Omegas, and accesso
ries. Call (309)944-5631 for details. 

Gov't 45 Video. Fieldstrip/disassy/meassy. VHS $2 1.1 4 post
paid. Also PPKs-$21.24. 'rJE Video Productions, Box 50141, 
Reno, Nevada 89513. 

WYOMING TROPHY ANTELOPE HUNTS- 100% license 
draw and success expectro for Special Ha ndgun Season. Must 
apply before March 15. For Brochure contact. Oich Fruchey -
Outfitter, Box 3 11 , Riverton, Wyoming 82501. (307)856-3325. 

POLICE EQUIPMENT 

INVESTIGATORS, SECURITY OFFICERS , FREELAN
CERS, INTERESTED C ITIZENS: Comm iss ion ed Rank, 
Badge, Identification. USPSOA Security-Detective Associa
tion. Box 6303-AH, Corpus Christi, Texas 78411. 

SECOND CHANCE & POINT BLANK police products at 
SP ECIAL PRICES! Law Enforcement Officers ONLY, Call 
1-800-351-1477 Ext. 7 14. Required Informa tion : Your Na me/ 
Rank & Your Departments Name/Address. (Visa/Mastercard 
Accepted). N.P.0.S. , Box 55 (AHM), Rapid City, SO 57709-
0055, (We bid Departmental Purchases). 

Law enforcement training manual, impact tools, restraint 
equipment. Catalog $1.00: RONIN POLICE EQUIPMENT, 
(A) Box 94, Billerica, MA 01821. 

LAW ENFORCEMENT bad11e and patch collectors send $1. 
for list or $6 for 12 monthly lists. Baird, Dept. H87, P.O. Box 
444, Los Alamitos, Calif. 90720. 

REAL ESTATE 

MONTANA LANO. 20 + Acres of Northwest's Best Hunting,! 
Fishing, Recreation, Forest, Lake Country. Many Border Na
tional Forest. Good Roads. Timber and Mineral Rights, War
ranty Deed, Insured Title, Easy Owner Terms. Free Bro
chures and Photos. NORTHWEST LAND EXCHANGE, P.O. 
Box 1088 Dept. AH, Coeur d'Alene, Ida ho 83814. (208)664-
3870. 

GOVERNMENT LAND ... FROM $ 10.00. Repossessed Homes 
... $1.00 up. Orug/l'ax Seizures. Surplus Recreational, Agri
cultural. C.Ommercial Properties.~ationwide Directory" -
$3.00. Lands, Box 19107-MZ, Washmgton, DC 20036. 

Ke ntuck ys La ke Co untry - Sce n ic ac reage tracts from 
$5200.00 w/terms in secure private estate, three gun ra nges, 
hiking-horseback t rails . Outstanding deer hunting. Detai ls 
606-787-9863. 

WANTED TO PURCHASE 

Ideas, Inventions, technology wanted by one of America's 
leading invention submission firms to be presented to indus
try . Call l -800-288-IDEA. !SC-Hang, 903 Liberty, Pittsburgh, 
PA 15222. 

VISA, M.C., AM.X. (C.O.D. "sz'i'~1~1~u~' ) "'1~~oi-s~~4i0'0'" 
TOLL FREE 24-HRS. 1-800-222-3119 ORDER DESK 
Blowgun World, Inc., Box 25183· HG Salt Lake City, UT 84125 

108 

BOOK 
REVIEWS 

Any competitive rifleman will tell you of 
J-\.the importance of: temperature, light, 
wind, mirage and background-but how 
many erstwhile handgunners consider those 
factors? The metallic silhouette shooter who 
would like to score that "perfect 40'' in this 
lifetime had better consider them! 

Since you cannot control any of the afore
mentioned variables, what good is the knowl
edge of them? Record keeping (Oh No!!) . 

Oh yes. Comprehensive record keeping 
can change your hit ratio by at least 25 to 
30% moving you from "by guess and by 
golly" conjecture to an educated assumption. 
Loose-leaf binders pose a problem - loose 
leaves. High tech or not, youtl look a little 
silly and be more than a little uncomfortable 
hauling around your Apple II personal com
puter in an Alice Pack. So, what's the 
alternative? 

The handy-dandy Silhouette Data Book 
available from Triangle Reloading Bench, 
18904 Fuller Heights Road, Dept AH, Tri
angle, VA, 22172, for the munificent sum of 
$4.50 plus postage. Each page, (white for 
chickens, yellow for pigs, green for turkeys, 
and azure for rams), double side printed, is 
broken down into the following segments: 
distance (50M , lOOM _ . _ etc.), category 
(class-unlimited, freestyle, standing, what
ever), zero (elevation and windage), correc
tions (elevation and windage), date, gun, 
caliber, place, hour, temperature, target color 
(aw c'mon!), background, light and mirage. 
There are also three small segments: one for 
sight picture, and two small clocks for wind 
and light direction. 

The largest section mimics the IHMSA 
scorecard with two target images having a 
superimposed crosshair and circle that pro
vides a handy reference point for your spot
ter. It also has in this area a section for 
windage and elevation corrections made dur
ing firing. Although why the windage correc
tions would be designated WG is beyond me? 

Last but not least, my favorite section, the 
receptacle for numerous and varied four-let
ter words - the remarks section. 

All of this information (whew!) is easily 
kept in a 6"-x 8" notebook printed on heavy 
paper giving one page for loading data, 
another showing the various target dimen
sions and two pages of directions as to the use 
of the (many) aforementioned sections. 

My personal favorite statement from the 
directions is No. 28, "Record during firing 
the direction of the shot fired." The symbol 
would indicate a 2 dclock shot MAY OR 
MAY NOT HIT TARGET DEPENDING 
ON HOW BAD ___ cute! 

Do yourself a favor and buy this silhouette 
shooter's diary. That may be all .._. 
that's lacking from your first 40. ~ 

Senti For Free 1988 
Reloatli~g ·~~ 
Catalog. . · 
Redding now 
manufactures 
Kiii@·• 
products. 

c1.ii or ' 
Write No-W· 

flEDDINGI 
RELOADING~ 

1089 Starr Rd., Cortland , N.Y. 13045 
Phone 6071753-3331 

Whether it"s removing louling in the 
barrel , cleaning out powder or shotgun 
plastic residue build up, preventing 
corrosion lrom exposed metal surtaces, 
or providing a DRY lubricating film lor 
smoother carelree firing . PROLIX pro-
vides the needed ingredients' Not to 
mention its ability to displace moisture 
without a gummy build-up. At the same 
time won 't llash off or lreeze. 
The "'Pros ,'" those serious shooters 
and Law Enforcement people who get 
out on the line and shoot competitively 
are going for. PROLIX in a big way as 
their TOTAL PROTECTION against mis
lire and mallunctions. We 're talking · 
about the guys who shoot 1000 rounds 
a week. month atter month' 
We get cards and calls from them telling 
us that PROLIX works lor them . And it 
will work for you 1 Give it a try, TODAY ! 

PROLIX THE ALL-IN·ONE PRODUCT THAT WORKS 

Count the ways PROLIX can keep your equip
ment working better. Efficient, longer-lasting , 
and enduring as its name implies' • Faster 
cleanups •Developed for guns BLUE, NICKEL. 
STAIN LESS •Black powder no longer a problem 

• Easier Reloading • Improve accuracy 
• PROTECTION 

TAKE THE CHALl!NGE! SEE i ·• • l YOUR OEALER OR SEND $2.00 • • • 
FOR SAMPLE & COLOR BRO- ~ 
CHURE TO: -

MP RESEARCH, INC. 
P.O. BOX 1348 • VICTORVILLE, CA 92393 
USA (800) 248-LUSE I CALIF (800) 247-6201 

(619) 949-3688 

TYLER'S "T" GRIP 
BETTER SHOOTING ........... . 
w i th thi s improved 
cast Aluminum Grip 
ADAPTOR . For Colt. 
S & W ond Ruger D.A. 
Revolvers. DURABLE, PRAC
TICAL- EA SY TO INSTALL . 
THREE ATTRACT IVE FINISH COLORS. 
POLISHED or BLACK $7.00 ; GOLD $7.50 

TYLER'S TRIGGER SHOE 
Durabl e light weig ht cast alumi n um for Colts, S & W 
Ruger and o ther modern pistol s, rifles and sho tgun s. 
POLISHED or BLACK $5.50; GOLD FINISH $6 .00 

AT YOUR FAVORITE DEA LER OR ORDER DIRECT. Send 
make & mode l of gun.· No C.O.D.'s please. Add $1.00 
for Sh ipping Charges. Fu ll y Guaranteed. Genuine 
Stag- Wood & Synthetic Gun Grips & Accessories . 
Hand-made leather Hols ters & Be lts . 

New! IVOREX® GUN GRIPS 
MELVIN TYLER MFG. AND DIST. 

1326 W. Britton Rd . • Ok lahoma City , Okla. 73114 
Call toll free 800-654-8415 Ou.tside Oklaho(Tla 
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METAL 
FINISHING PRODUCTS 

Buffers. Belt Grinders. Band 
Saws . Buffs , Compounds , Abrasive 

Belts. Micarta, Exotic Woods . Books. 
Blades. Rivets . Pinning Materials, Bar 
Stock. K & G Bluing Salts . Ivory . 440C 

and Turkish Damascus . 

P.O. Box 13522 
Arlington, TX 76013 
Phone 817 /274-1282 

KNIFE & GUN 
FINISHING SUPPLIES 

Replaces Standard TIC Bushing to Tighten 
Barrel to Frame Lock Up. The Ad1ustable 
Shur-Loe Bushing Improves Accuracy • Reduces 
Headspace • Reduces Vert ical S1ring1ng 
• Ea sy to Install. 

$19.95 Plus Postage & Handling $1 .00 

SHUR-SHIM 
Adjustable headspace eliminator for TIC. 

$9.95 Plus Postage & Handling $1 .00 

CARONE RESEARCH 

RECEIVE YOUR FREE COPY OF 

Gun Lisi 
America's Only Indexed 

Firearms Publication Especially 
For The Gun Collector 

Find the guns you want for your col
lection fast and easy with this unique 
monthly publication. More than 10,000 
guns for sale in each issue. 

Offer good to U.S. addresses only. 
Expires April 30, 1989 

Write to: Gun List Dept. ATK 
700 E. State St., Iola, WI 54990 

Introduction To Metallic Reloading and 
Bullet Casting 25 Minutes Color/Sound 
VHS; Newly Produced videotape pro
gram. Shooting/technical content (scale of 
1 to 5): 4. Order f rom: Lyman Products, 
Middlefie ld, CT 05455. R etai l price: 
$34.95 

L yman continues its century-old tradi
tion of presenting solid , clearly com

municat.ed shoo ting informat io n . This 
program is composed almost entirely of 
new reloading and bullet-casting video
tape coverage. Gimmicky video effects 
are held to a minimum , but there is much 
use of captions and subheadings on screen 
for graphic clarity. The only exceptions to 
new footage are bonus sequences of excit
ing hunting act ion. 

There is one amusing sidelight , when an 
excited hunter ejects his rifle casing after 
a spectacular kill-and then seems to step 
on it as he heads for the downed animal. 
Still , it had done its job . 

Pr ese nt at io n is so lidl y technic a l 
throughout , useful to any new o r inter
medi ate reloader. It also has value for the 
experienced reloader in using as a teach
ing/fa miliarizing medium working with 
our beginners. 

Perhaps the main reason that this video 
doesn 't get a full '5', is that the reloading 
setup shown is somewhat unrealistic . It 
is a squeaky-clean bench in its own room 
of the house. Given the population den
sity of this country now, this reviewer 
would have liked to have seen a nod to
ward apar tment-dwell er reloading lay
outs, as well as some actual " lived-in" 
shop examples. 

Naturally-and this is not meant as a 
criticism- the bench shown is populated 
with brand-new Lyman equipment. There 
are good mar ke tin g-info reasons for 
showing it , I know. But , many of us older 
reloaders will remember our beginning 
shop, composed of motl ey gear, in cellars , 
barns and garages that would have been 
uncomfo rtable if we hadn't loved what we 
were accomplishing. 

Perhaps a scene showing an o lder re
loader teaching a younger one might have 
added to the motivational content of 
this video. 

Sure , they have to pitch the fin e Lyman 
line of products, but it 's right for the job 
and very co mpl e te as a lways. Lyman 
again shows us that it has the capability to 
produce shooting/reloading informati on 
in any editorial medium . This reviewer 
would like to see Lyman-or somebody 
equ a ll y credible-produce sh o rt e r , 
equipment use-specific videos that each 
go in-depth on one reloading operation or 
one type of tool. This video · is a good 
overall survey until such a library of units 
comes along: 

Whit Collins 
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DAMPIESS DESTROYS 
with rust , co rros ion, mildew ru ining valued 
guns, prec ision-fini shed equioment. etc. 

Silica Gel Unit Drinks 
Dampness from the Air 
360 gram unit protects 27 
c ubic ft . Ideal for d isp lay 
cabinets , sa fes, etc. The 
desiccant of choice by 
gov '! and industry , silica 
gel adsorbs mois ture to 
create a protective shie ld L.:~:=:::::::::=-i 
of dry air within any enclosed area. Indica
tor built·in to fo il carton s ignals when to re· 
activate. (Reactivates eas il y in any oven.) 
Money back guarantee. $9.50 each Send 
printed name and address with check. 

(NY residents add sales tax) 
Hydrosorbent Co. Box 675·Z Rye, NY 10580 

THE LEATHER ARSENAL 
27549 Middleton Rd ., Dept . AH 

Middleton. Idaho 83644 
(208) 585-6212 

Send $2"° for a catalog o l fu ll lme 

SURPRISE SPECIAL 

Inside th e pants concea lmen t holster designed to 
set extra low for good concealment. 
The top band 1s metal lined to hold its shape for easy 
gun rehols ter ing . 

STANDARD FEAT URES OF SSH 
• Sight Rails 
• 2 Belt Loops to Resist Holster Movement 
• One Way Snaps for Secu rity 
Avai lable for Col t . Gov't. , Commander , Officers 
mode l. Browning Hi -Power . S&W 9mms and 45. 
SIG-Sauer 220.225.&226. Taurus 92 & 99. Glock 17, 
Ruger P 85. Beretta 92F and 92FC. 

SINGLE INSIDE PANTS MAGAZINE POUCH 
The S JP MP 1s designed as a companion to the SSH 
concealed holster. 

M.1ssad Ayoo b on Lealher Ar ~en al products 
" The cuetom gun'9•ther producff by Elmer McEvoy •I 
Leather Ara•n•I la Mcond to none!" · Massad Ayoob 
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INDUSTRY INSIDER 
CAMERON HOPKINS 

BYE BYE CORPORATE RAIDERS, HELLO 
SHOOTERS- QUALITY IS BACK AT S&W 

Titanium is marvelous . Named for the 
giants of Greek mythology, the Titans, 

it is much stonger than steel , yet much 
lighter. Titanium is impervious to rust. It is 
the stuff of the space shuttle and fighter jets 
and surgical instruments. Listed in your 
Periodical Table of Elements as Ti , 
Titanium is an element, not a compound 
like steel. Gun designers have known about 
titanium's remarkable properties for years, 
but no one has been able to figure out how 
to machine a gun from the tough element at 
anything remotely approaching a reason
able cost. Until now. 

Prototypes of a new titanium revolver, 
based on the proven Smith & Wesson lock
work design, have .reached the offices of 
American Hangunner. A six-inch .357 
Magnum , configured like an L-frame, 
weighs only 25 ounces compared to 46 

.ounces for a six-inch 586! Our prototype 
was badly out of time and shot horrible 
"groups" at 25 yards, patterns on the order 
of IO-inches. From a sand bagged rest! 

The gun is said to go into production 
soon, but until we can verify that produc
tion models are available, we'll refrain 
from giving further details. The company 
is asking for pre-paid orders, cash up front 
on a gun unseen . That, I think, is not quite 
cricket. Visions of Bren Ten spring to 
mind , so I'll wait and see if guns appear on 
dealers' shelves before I reach for my 
checkbook. The asking price, incidentally, 
is $595. 

Just when you think you've seen every
thing in handguns, along comes this. The 
Calico M-900 from American Industries 
features a laser sight backed up by an Aim
point sight , a 100 round rotary magazine, a 
muzzle brake and a collapsible butt stock. 
It's chambered in 9mm Luger. 

What's in name? Oh, about $250 million 
according to Beretta USA. The Italian 
gunmaker is suing General Motors for call
ing one of the car models a Beretta. "We 
plan to stop General Motors from using 
Beretta, our company name, on a line of 
cars. The unauthorized use of the Beretta 
family name for a line of cars is an affront," 
said Robert Bonaventure of Beretta USA. 

What nerve! Imagine naming a car after 
a gun! But wait, it's not the first time. 
Dodge has a little compact called the Colt 
and - turn about's fair play- Colt named a 
gun after a car, the Mustang. 

And speaking of names , it seems 
Rambo is kicking up a legal fuss over Colt 
putting "Sly Stallone" as the serial number 
on a pistol featured in an ad promotion for 
the Colt Custom Shop's "heirloom model." 
The heirloom model allows a purchaser to 
order a special serial number and , accord
ing to the muscular actor, Colt used his 
name without his authorization. Stallone is 
suing for $3 million. 

Readers of Industry Insider learned 
about the new Smith & Wesson pistols last 
issue, but the mention was understandably 
brief and vague because the only sample I 
had touched was a bit of a stolen kiss. Now 
I have shot one and handled one and 
learned thoroughly about the new genera
tion of Smith autos. 

Yes, the earlier report was accurate 
about ergonomic changes to render the 
9mm and .45 pistols more "pointable." 
Sure enough, the frame has been subtly 
improved and a new one-piece grip gives a 
drastically better "feel" to the guns. The 
new Smiths feel like SIGs. 

In all , there are 23 separate design 
changes in what S&W is calling the Third 
Generation guns. Best of all is the incred
ible transformation of the once-lousy 

double-action stroke to what is no.w, I 
think , nothing short of a fantastic factory 
trigger. Gone are the sn.ags and drags, the 
grittiness and roughness. The new triggers 
are remarkably smooth and consistent 
throughout the DA pull . 

S& W attributes the new triggers to a 
whiz-kid of an engineer by the name of 
Kevin Foley and also to a new com
puterized trigger analysis machine. This 
contraption, invented in-house by S&W, 
shoots laser beams into the trigger mecha
nism to diagnose areas for improvement. 
Sophisticated electronic measuring 
devices attach to the gun in several places 
and show the trigger's stroke on an oscillo
scope, another aid in refining design 
changes to improve the trigger. The result 
is an astonishing DA trigger, better than a 
custom tuning could achieve on the older 
guns. 

As impressive as the new generation is, 
I was struck by the attitude of the people at 
Smith & Wesson. No matter the fancy trig
ger computers or the new CNC production 
machines or the new Zeiss electronic mea
suring devices or the new system of quality 
assurance, it is people who make guns. 
And people who care about guns, good 
guns, are all that really matter. 

The people at S& W have withstood the 
ravages of four company presidents in five 
years as the company changed hands from 
corporate owner to corporate owner. 
Bangor Punta, Lier Seigler, Fortnum 
Little- all mega-huge conglomerates gob
bling up small companies and milking 
them before passing them on. Then came 
the refreshing news of longterm stability 
and commitment from the new owner, 
Tomkins of Great Britain. 

Appointing the capable and resourceful 
Steve Melvin as president and pumping a 
sizeable chunk of investment capital into 
S& W, Tomkins mandated that the people of 
S&W may once again return to their cher
ished goal of quality. No more bottom-line
means-all. Make good guns, says Tomkins. 

And making good guns is what the peo
ple at S& W know best. Strapped by corpo
rate decrees from previous owners, S& W 
was forced to cranl<i up the production ~ine 
to maximum capacity and beyond . Now the 
people are excited that, finally, a parent 
company is permitting the prestigious old 
firm to return to its roots of making quality 
firearms. 

You'll see and feel the difference in the 
new generation pistols. But remember, it's 
not so much the state-of-the-art computers 
and machines, it's the people at ~ 
S&W who turn cold steel warm. ~ 
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9AP 
124gr. FMJ 
SPORT 
NINE 

AE9DP 
115gr. FMJ 

REDUCED COST 
NINE 

9BP 
115gr. Hi-Shok"" JHP 

EXPANDING 
NINE 

9BPLE ( + P+ )* 
115gr. JHP 

LAW ENFORCEMENT 
NINE 

9CP 
95gr. JSP 

ULTRA-FAST 
NINE 

P9HS1 
124gr. Hydra-Shok HP 
HYDRA-SHOK™ 

NINE 

Federal offers the widest selection of 9mm 
Luger loads in the world. We give you more 
and better choices in 9mm bullet designs 
and weights. That allows you to better 
·Available for law enforcement and government sales only. 

© 1988 FCC. 

9MP 
124gr. FMJ SWC 

MATCH 
NINE 

P9HS3 (.tP+ )* 
124gr. Hydra-Shok HP 

HIGH VELOCITY 
NINE 

N9BP 
124gr. Nyclad HP 
ALL AROUND 

NINE 

P9HS2 (+P+)" 
147gr. Hydra-Shok HP 

HEAVIEST 
NINE 

19022 Normat 
116gr. FMJ 
NORMA 

NINE 

9mm NATO• 
124gr. FMJ 
MILITARY 

NINE 

match the performance characteristics you 
desire. So if you shoot 9mm ammo, 
compare our loads and look no further. 
Federal has you covered. 
t Distributed by Federal in the U.S. 

FEDERAL 
THE DRIVING FORCE IN AMMUNITION 

Federal Cartridge Company 
Anoka, MN 55303 

i:.:E 
MADE IN THE U.5.A. 
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