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EXCLUSIVE LIFETIME 
REPAIR POLICY 

Taurus wlll repair your Taurus 
handgun free of charge for the 
lifetime of the weapon. No other 
handgun manufacturer makes this 
offer! See your dealer end ask to 
- the top-value Taurus line. 

International standards of 
craftsmanship and reliability. 

TAURUS INTERNATIONAL 
4563 S.W. 71st Avenue 

Miami, FL 33155 



Announcing the ... 

AMERICAN ARMED FORCES 

UZI COMMEMORATIVE 
The first Uzi Commemorative ever issued to the general public, a work of art in Gold, Steel and Wood. 

"One of the world's 
great firearms in a 
fitting tribute to the 
world's best fighting 
men." 

Garry James, Guns and Ammo 

U zi. The very name symbolizes the ultimate in 
compact firepower. 

Without a doubt the Uzi is one of the most 
widely-known and respected firearms in the world. 
When U.S. interests are threatened; when an embassy is 
under siege; when an American airliner is hijacked; 
when a special unit is deployed on an "unusual" 
mission; then you' ll see special weapons- and Uzis will 
be there! 

Now, for the first time, the general public has the 
opportunity to own a commemorative Uzi. But this 
opportunity is available to 011/y 1.500 arms collectors in 
the world, as that is the strict edition limit. 

Presentation Grade 
The American Armed Forces Commemorative is 

unlike any other Uzi ever made . .. 
• For the first time ever, this Uzi is mirror polished 

and blued to a gloss black presentation-grade finish 
(field-grade Uzis are simply painted black). 

• 24-Karat Gold gleams off 17 components: maga
zine release, pistol grip bushing, barrel ring nut, sear 
and trigger pivot pins, trigger, four stock screws and 
nuts, cocking knob and two sling keepers. 

• Patriotic American symbols and inscriptions are 
emblazoned in 24-Karat Gold across the receiver and top 
plate, further declaring this to be a special Uzi. 

• For years the factory has fitted only folding metal 
stocks to Uzis. But, this Uzi is fitted with a furniture-

70 personali=e your Uzi your name and I or motto can be 
engraved 011 the reverse of the receiver. 

finished wooden butt stock, like on rare, early, military
issued Uzis. 

• The pistol grip and horizontal foregrip shine with 
a special, black, heavily-textured finish-symbolic of 
unconventional, often-mysterious operations associated 
with the Uzi. This further sets this Uzi apart from any 

other Uzi ever made. 
•Your Uzi looks 

fully-automatic version 
it has the short dis-
in less than a min 
any tools you can 
it with the full
rel provided. 

•With your Uzi 
a deluxe black silent sling, 24-
Karat Gold plated sight adjustment 
tool, Certificate of Authenticity and firing instructions. 

Awesome Firepower 
Each Commemorative Uzi fires the readily-avail

able 9mm ammunition the same as issued to our 
American armed forces. 

This Uzi is made by I.M.I., the official maker of the 
Uzi and supplier to the governments of the U.S., 
Germany, Israel and the Netherlands, to name only a 
few. 

Limited Edition; Only 1500 
For the first time ever, the special serial numbers 

"UZI 001" through "UZI 1500" will be used. Yes, only 
1500 will be made-a small limited edition by any 
standard! The important "firsts" embodied here and the 
low edition limit, coupled with the great interest in Uzis, 
are your assurance of future value. This Uzi has all the 

•• 
........ 

The wooden butt stock is fitted 
with a domed, gold-plated c/oi
sonne enamel medallion honor
ing "The American Armed 
Forces Around the 1-\brld." A 
second enamelled inlay-a gold 
and black "US." military medal
lion-is inletted in the rear grip . 

earmarks of being one of the most collectible firearms 
ever issued. 

Because this Uzi fires in the semi-automatic mode, 
no special submachine license is required to own one. 
Anyone who can own a regular hunting rifle can own 
this. And because this Uzi actually fires, it could be 
called upon to defend your home and family. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 
The American Armed Forces Commemorative Uzi 

is available exclusively from The American Historical 
Foundation. To place your reservation, simply call our 
Member Services staff, toll free at (800) 368-8080, return 
the Reservation form, or visit. Once your reservation is 
received, we will help coordinate delivery through your 

O AHF 

Protect and display your Uzi in tlie optional American 
Walnut Display Case. It may be wall mounted or displayed on 
table or stand. Lined with military-green velvet, it is fitted 
with a locking acrylic-glass lid to protect your Uzi against 
dust and unauthorized handling. 

local firearms deale~ If you have an FFL, send a signed 
copy, and your Commemorative will be delivered 
directly to you. With your reservation, you will be made a 
Member of the Foundation. 

Your satisfaction is guaranteed or return within 30 
days for a full refund. 

This landmark Uzi provides a permanent connec
tion between you and the American troops on duty 
around the world protecting our liberties. A work of art 
in gold, steel and wood, it is a reliable, firing firearm, 
which the experts are already calling a "major land
mark" in arms collecting. 

~----------------------------------------
RESERVATION 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return in 30 days for a Full Refund 
To: The American Historical Foundation 

1142 West Grace Street, Dept. G92 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 
Telephone: (804) 353-lBU 
TOLL FREE 24 hours: (800) 368-8080 

Yes, I wish to reserve the fi ring.. 24-Karat Gold plated 
America n Armed Forces Commemorative Uzi, issued in a 
strictly limited edition of only 1500. I will also receive a 
Certificate of Authenticity and membership in the Foundation. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. 

0 My deposit (or cred it card authorization ) of $95 per Uzi is 
enclosed. Please D charge or D invoice the balance due ... 
0 in ten equal monthly payments of $210. 0 in full . 

0 Please a lso send the optiona l \Aht lnut Display Case at $195. 

0 My payment in fu ll is enclosed ($2195 per Uzi; Display Case, 
add $195) . 

0 Please personalize my Uzi, at $25 and send the Personaliza
tion Request Form. 

ame 

Address 

Daytime Telephone ( .. .. . . . .. . ) 
For Visa, MasterCard or American Express, please send account number, 
ex pirat ion date and signature. Virginia residents add 4.5% tax . 
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TRAIN WITH THE BEST 
The $64.00 question 

What do shooters like Rob Letham, Jerry 
Barnhart, John Pride, Charles Grabbatin, 
Brian Enos and Chip McCormick have in 
common , besides winning a pistol match or 
two? They all train with PACT Championship 
Timers. Now let's face it, these guys can 
have any timer they want. So maybe there's 
a reason why they choose PACT, over all 
others, for their vital practice sessions. 

Why do I need a timer? 
Whether you are training for competition 

or self defense; if you are going to improve 
you've got to keep track of the two elements 
of marksmanship that you are striving to 
master: accuracy and speed. Would you 
consider practicing without a target? Of 
course not , because without a target you 
have no measure of your accuracy. By the 
same token, without a timer, you have no 
accurate measurement of your speed and no 
way to tell if a given technique is helping or 
hindering your progress. 

Of course shooting timers, like guns, are 
not created equal. A well designed shooting 
timer is an invaluable training aid which will 
dramatically improve your practice sessions. 
A poorly designed timer, with functions that 
are inconvenient or difficult to use, becomes 
nothing more than an expensive buzz box 
that distracts you from your shooting each 
time you use it. 

#07 1.03 
FIND SHOT: 

Advanced display 

3.48 
7 

The PACT MKlll featues an advanced 32 
character display instead of the four digit 
display commonly found on other timers and 
cheap alarm clocks (sorry guys, but facts are 
facts). This display allows the MKlll to display 
all of the information about a given shot (shot 
number, split time, total time) at a glance and 
eliminates the hassle of having to "toggle" 
back and forth between functions in order to 
review your shot string. 

Full function keypad 
Our 32 character display and 16 key 

keypad make the MKlll about as easy to use 
as your pocket calculator. For example to 

enter a "PAR TIME" of four seconds, simply 
push "PAR." the MKlll will ask you to 
"ENTER PAR TIME AND PRESS SET" so 
you push "4," "SET." Want to change it to 
six seconds? Push "PAR," "6," "SET," it's 
that simple! 

A few of our features 
• A buzzer that's loud enough to hear 

with your earphones on 
• Sensitivity of shot detector is adjustable 
• Instant GO or adjustable fixed or 

random delay 
• 999.99 second time limit 
• Automatic Comstock function 
• Lap function 

Order Today 

TOLL FREE ... 800 PACT INC 
(in Texas 214-641-0049) 

By Phone: We are happy to answer 
your questions and take your order. We 
accept Visa, MC and COD orders.* 

PACT MKlll. . . . . . ..... . .. .. . $279 
CHRONO-MOD with Skyscreens 
(optional) ..... ... . . . ... ...... $49 
Skyscreen Bracket 
(optional but nice) . ...... .. . . .. $24 
Battery Powered Printer . .. . ... $125 
Extra Printer Paper (6 rools) .... $12 
Extra Skyscreens .$15 each $25 pair 
Skyscreen Housings$2.50 each 4 for $9 

*Shipping & Insurance $4.50 UPS 
ground/$10 UPS 2nd day air. Extra 
shipping for bracket (separate package) 
$3 ground/$6 2nd day air. Bank service 
charge for VISA/MC. COD fee $2. Write 
or call for foreign rates. Texas residents 
add appropriate sales tax. 

Brochure Available covering the PACT 
product line of shooting timers and 
chronographs, $1 .00. 

P. 0 . Box 531525 
Grand Prairie, TX 75053 

• 9 Volt battery 
• Advanced training functions allow 

simulation of complex courses of fire 
• Two stop plate inputs. Man vs Man mode 

gives both shooters total times , who 
won and margin of victory. 

• Auxiliary output drives relay for horns, 
lights, moving targets, etc . 

• Drives optional battery powered printer 

$49.00 Chronograph 
"The finest Chronograph I have ever used" 

. .. Ross Seyfried 

By having the $49 CHRONO-MOD 
(skyscreens included) installed in your MKlll , 
you enable it to double as the best portable 
chronograph on the market. When operated 
as a chronograph, the MKlll performs all of 
the functions of the PACT Precision 
Chronograph and includes our new Glint 
Guard™ pat. pend. detection circuitry. In ad
dition the MKlll will automatically calculate 
the power factor of each round fired . 

30 Day Money Back Guarantee 
We designed the MKlll, we build it, and we 

sell it factory direct to you . We take full 
responsibility for your satisfaction. If you are 
not 100% satisfied with any PACT product, 
return it to us undamaged (no fair driving over 
it) within 30 days, and we will refund your 
money. That's our promise and you can 
depend on it. 

Lifetime Warranty 
The MKlll features a real simple repair 

policy. If it breaks due to a defective part or 
faulty workmanship we'll fix it free. If you 
break it (people really have driven over them, 
ask Mickey Fowler) we will fix it for cost . No 
hassles and no questions asked. 

Shop Around & Call Us Last 
Before you buy a shooting timer take the 

time to do a little research . Call the different 
manufacturers and get their literature. 
Compare each timer feature for feature and 
watch out for bizarre operational limitations, 
like the inability to review shots when using 
a PAR time or the requirement for two 
machines to run a Man vs Man event. You'll 
find that dollar for dollar and feature for 
feature the PACT MKlll gives you more 
honest "bang for the buck" than any other 
shooting timer on the market. 

PACT, MKlll, CHRONO-MOO and GLINT GUARD are trademarks of Practical Applied Computer Technology, Inc. 



SPEAK OUT 

Achtung! Combat Pen 
Pal Wanted 

I am now a member of the German mil
itary and a police shooter. We shoot also 
combat. As a fa n of this sport I had write 
letters to combat shooter in Austri a and 
Switzerland . I will write le tte rs to combat 
shooter in the USA, too . I would thank 

yo u for giving my address to a combat 
shooter which will write letters with me 
over shooting, guns, e tc. To my person: 
I'm 24 years old , policeman and my ad
dress is: 

Uwc Weber 
Fluggenstr. 8 

8000 Munchen 19 
West Ge rmany 

PERHAPS YOUR FATHER 
MENTIONED OUR NAME. 

Among serious sportsmen, the Hodgdon brand of smokeless powders 
is the name often recommended. Its predictably consistent quality 

assures the highest levels of performance. Hodgdon, 
America's authority on powder for three grenerations. 

For free reloading information, please contact Bruce Hodgdon, 
Chairman, Hodgdon Powder Company, P.O. Box 2932,AH03 

Shawnee Mission, Kansas 66201. 

Man In 1he Field 
In Mr. Bill Copenhaven's letter which 

appeared in your Nov/Dec 1988 issue , he 
states: "The need fo r a handgun in a mod
ern military orga nizatio n is so trivial . . . 
Although handguns are fun for various 
milita ry teams in inte r-se rvice mora le 
building, their tactical importance to the 
average soldier is zip." 

Everyday U.S . Coast G uardsmen are 
conducting drug interdiction boardings at 
sea. At the very least these boardings can 
be equated with an o fficer making a ran
dom highway stop, and occasionally " high 
risk" boardings can be the equiva lent of a 
SWAT team serving a drug warrant. 

The tactical impo rtance of a modern , 
high-capacity handgun in federal law en
forcement is anything but trivial. Let's 
start thinking about the man in the fie ld 
and get on with issuing a modern hand
gun. 

Lt. Jim Morrison, USCG 
Corpus Christi , Texas 

Cops Can Shoot 
This is in response to a letter from M.J. 

Guy (Jan/Feb 1989) in which Mr. G uy al
ludes to the fact that cops can 't shoot 
straight a nd o bv io us ly sh o uldn ' t be 
trusted to carry high capacity semi-autos. 

The first thought that pops to mind is: 
did Mr. Guy have a recent unpleasantness 
with the law? If not, does he always lump 
diverse groups of people into molds that 
fit his view of the world? 

Not all citizens or cops shoot like the 
top shooters in IPSC, but , Mr. G uy, I 
would stack up my department aga inst 
any agency you ca re to choose , or aga inst 
you and your buddies. 

Bring your checkbook or cash . See you 
on the range. 

Kyle C. Caffey 
D eputy Sheri ff 

Larimer Co. Sheri ff's D ept. 
Ft. Collins, Colo. 

National Geographic 
The first time I read Han.dgunn.er mag

azine, the photography is what got my at
tention. 

The second time I saw a Han.dgun.ner 
magazine , I decided to subscribe. The 
photographs made me fee l like I was ac
tually holding the gun in hand fo r close 
examination . 

I don't think it wo uld be far fe tched to 
call Handgunner magazine the National 
Geographic of the gun world . 

T ho mas B. Barsby 
Lodi , Ca li f. 

PPC 
I'd like to be sure, o nce and fo r a ll. 

What does PPC stand fo r? I thought I had 
fo und the answer in yo ur magazine 's Con
versation With A Champion. with John 
Pride. You defin ed PPC as Practical Po
lice Course . 

So I was confused when I read in a 
Guns & A mmo that PPC stands fo r Prac-

Continued on page 10 
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DA pistol with all the right moves. 
The new Springfield P9 takes the guesswork out of playing the 9mm Double Action game. Whether you 
choose the pg standard model or the pgc compact model, the pg is the new "King of the Nines", with all the 
winning features knowledgeable players want most. 

Springfield Armory quality. The pg represents the end of our long search for a high quality 9mm 
pistol good enough to bear the Springfield Armory name. We manufacture the pg with the same kind of care, 
precision, and premium materials as Springfield Armory's other high quality products, like our forged 1911-A1 
pistol and our M1A, SAR-48, and SAR-3 rifles. The pg really is the best of the best. Because we would settle 
for no less ... and neither should you. 

Time proven design p/usimprovements! The pg is based directly on the Czech CZ-75, commonly 
acknowledged as the finest, most reliable 9mm pistol in the world. Springfield's pg has all the desirable 
features of the original, like a selective double/single action combined with a firing pin block safety system 
that allows it to be carried "cocked and locked" ... and a sixteen round double-stack magazine, while still 
retaining the smallest, most comfortable grip of any large capacity 9mm in the world. 

Low price. Used to $600 to $800 price tags on 9mm DA pistols? Have we got a surprise for you. You 
won't believe the low price of the Springfield P9! And you simply won't find a better value, either, because 
no other 9mm DA pistol can offer the features, the quality, and the price of Springfield's ""1Me 
newest winner. • ~ 

Ready to be a winner at the 9mm Double Action game? You can do it in one 
move. Just ask to see a Springfield pg standard or pgc 
compact model at your favorite Authorized Springfield Retailer. The Oldest Name 
It's probably the smartest move you'll ever make. In American Firearms 

Send $3 for current 36 page four-color all-product catalog. 

Safety and instruction manuals available from 
Springfield Armory. Always wear eye and ear 
protection when using any firearms. Use only 
factory recommended ammunition. 

~P;lLl!lPJ~! r) 
,;l;UJ!);) 'j ® 

Section SR-27, 420 West Main Street, 
Geneseo, IL 61254 

(309) 944-5631 

., 



You would think a serious inventor like Dick Casull 
reads American Handgunner iust to stay on top of 
the latest handgun design trends. 

And one might also suspect that he uses the hand
loading information in each issue to develop and test 
his own more powerful loads for the .454. 

While it is true that Mr. Casu// does read Ameri
can Handgunner to stay in the forefront of handgun 
design technology it's also true that he reads it for an
other more important reason. 

Like so many other 11handgunners, 11 Dick Casull 
reads American Handgunner for enioyment. 

Every issue helps him and thousands of other 11hand
gunners 11 like him enioy handgunning even more. 

If an Outstanding American Handgunner like Dick 
Casu// enioys reading American Handgunner, 
don't you think you would too? 

Inventor: . e 
.454 casull cartr1dg . 

Designer: 454 casull 
Freedom Arro~~orld's roost 
revoiver, the l r " 

ful revo ve · power 

Winner: . American 
1988 outstanding d in recognition 

er Awar t Handgunn . . n to the spor 
of hiS contr1but10 lifetime of 

nning for a s 
of handgu . roving handgun 
dedicatio:-1 to. un~s remarkable 
culminating in ....... 454 casull 

ent of tu.e · 
achievero ingle-action 
cartridge an~: by Freedom Arms. 
revoiver ma 

HERE'S WHAT YOU'LL GET IN 
AMERICAN HANDGUNNER: 

• Pistolsmithing - a look at techniques 
and custom accessories designed by the 
world's top pistolsmiths to get the most 
out of a gun . 

•Cop Talk & Ayoob Files - noted 
author and law enforcement expert Mas
sad Ayoob takes readers on a facinating, 
sometimes violent tour of police cases in
volving armed confrontation . 

•Insights Into IPSC - how to get in
volved, how to shoot competitively. 

•Handgun Hunting - the latest gadgets, 
guns and gear plus expert advice. 

START YOUR SUBSCRIPTION TODAY! 
Use the adioining order card 
or write P.O. Box 16439, 
San Diego, CA 92116. 

AMERICAN 

HANDGUNNER 



At Hornady, we 
understand the 
volume reloader. 
That's why our Pro-Jector™ stacks up. 

NEW! 
AUTO POWDER DROP 

(optional) 
Accurately 

dispenses powder. 

FREE! 
NEW DIMENSION DIES 

INCLUDED! 
Our redesigned dies give 
you better performance. 

Automatic Indexing for 
both pistol and rifle 
cartridges. 

New Low Pro.Jector™ 
Price! 

Brass Kicker'" 
automatically ejects 
loaded round with each 
lever stroke. 

Automatic Priming and 
Primer Shut-Off. 

You started reloading to tailor your ammo and 
save money. Now Hornady can help you save time, 
too. Enter our Pro-Jector'"- an easy-to-use 
progressive press that really kicks out quality ammo. 
Ammo that stacks up to your single-stage rounds. 

Our Hornady Pro-Jector has more of the 
"most-asked-for" features than any other 
progressive, including automatic indexing. But not 
a high price tag. You'll notice the smooth 
operation and the ease of automatic priming. 
And you'll like all the extras - including a FREE 
set of our New Dimension Dies. 

If you're ready to make more quality rounds per 
hour, with less effort. .. you're r-1111 4 
ready for our Pro-Jector. See ~o ;.:O,;.. 
your Hornady dealer today. $_ Q, 

~ ~ 
..,.9t.l~ 

1

1or:n.ady 
WE'RE WHAT RELOADING IS ALL ABOUT 

Hornady Mfg. Co., Dept. AG2039, Box 1848 Grand Island, NE 68802 

Write Homady for a copy of our latest catalog. Include $1 and 
receive our 40th Anniversary Commemorative Poster! 



Continued from page 6 
tical Pistol Course. 

So what is it, guys? 
Erroll Bickford 

Springdale, Ark . 
According to Pat Loveday, assistant man
ager of police competition at the National 
Rifle Association, PPC stands for Police 
Pistol Combat. However, The Complete 
Manual of PPC Shooting by Fred Romero 
says that PPC stands for Police Pistol 
Course. As a curious sidelight, whenever 
we write PPC on our word processors here 
at Handgunner, the computer spits out that 
PPC is misspelled, it should be PCP. 
Whoever wrote the program must have 
been a hophead! 

I learned of your interest in the Army's 
M-9 and XM-10 programs through your 
article on the subject which was presented 
in the September/October 1988 issue of 
the American Handgunner. I note that 
you will follow the new round of testing 
closely and keep your readers informed of 
the results. 

Therefore , enclosed is a press release 
issued by Congressman Brooks at the 
close of his hearings on September 15 , 
1988 which I think might be the latest on 
the subject. 

Gilbert L. Martin 
Springfield, Ya. 

CATASTROPHIC FAILURES OF 
ARMY'S NEW BERETTA HANDGUN 
REVEALED IN HOUSE HEARING 
Serious safety and quality flaws in the 

Army's new standard handgun, the 9 mm 
Beretta, were outlined by the General Ac
counting Office (GAO) at a hearing today 
before the Legislation and National Secu
rity Subcommittee of the House Commit
tee on Government Operations. 

The GAO, reporting the findings of an 
investigation requested by Committee 
Chairman Jack Brooks (D-Tex .) , dis
closed that the pistol is experiencing cata
strophic slide failures in the field which 
have resulted in serious injury to military 
personnel. In addition, GAO disclosed 

other quality problems, such as frame 
cracks, which along with the slide failures, 
could cost the taxpayers millions of dollars 
to fix. 

"Today's testimony confirms once again 
that the 9 mm procurement is in trouble," 
Chairman Brooks stated. "Clearly, after 
expending enormous amounts of time, 
money and manpower, the Army finds it
self saddled with yet another failed weap
ons system," he continued. 

Rear Admiral Robert H. Ailes, Deputy 
Commander for Weapons and Combat 
Systems, confirmed that aside from cracks 
in the gun's frame and slide failures, in the 
Navy's experience, the Beretta has sus
tained severe corrosion problems. During 
a February 1988 training exercise in 
Alaska, the Beretta became totally inoper
able after four days exposure to the ele
ments. 

The Committee also heard from a Navy 
officer who sustained injuries during a July 
14, 1988, training exercise when a Beretta 
slide failed. When asked by Chairman 
Brooks if he would feel comfortable using 
the Beretta in the future, the officer stated, 
"I'd rather have a weapon with no history 
of failure. " 

This hearing was the second in a series 
of oversight reviews by the Subcommittee 
on the Army's handgun procurement. In 
June of 1986, the Committee reviewed the 
contract competition which resulted in an 
award to Beretta. The Committee found 
that after seven years and two false starts, 
the Army was left with a procurement 
where most of the world's leading arms 
manufacturers were eliminated or with
drew from the competition. At that time, 
GAO testified that the 75 million dollar 
procurement was seriously flawed and that 
one competitor, Smith & Wesson, was un
fairly eliminated from the competition. As 
a result, the Committee issued a report rec
ommending that the Army cancel the con
tract with Beretta and recompete the 
balance of the 9 mm requirement. 

Congress, through the appropriations 
process, subsequently directed that DOD 
conduct a new competition for the follow
on procurement of 9 mm handguns. The 
Army's first attempt to recompete the con
tract failed, when all the vendors, except 

Beretta, either refused to enter or were 
eliminated from the competition. 

"Apparently, the Army believed it could 
once again blatantly favor Beretta," 
Brooks said. "At the Committee's urging, 
Secretary of the Army John Marsh termi
nated that effort and directed that a new 
competition be held which would be fair 
and equitable to all companies." 

Edward P. Boland (D-Mass .), Ranking 
Majority Member of the House Appropri
ations Committee, who also testified today, 
alluded to the Army's handgun procure
ment as "a sorry spectacle that thoroughly 
deserves the harsh light of inquiry that this 
panel turns on it today. " Mr. Boland con
cluded that the Army's record "argues 
strongly, in my view, for removing the pro
gram from the administrative control of the 
Army . . .. 

Silvio 0 . Conte (R-Mass.), Ranking 
Minority Member of the House Appropri
ations Committee, stated that in the case of 
the 9 mm procurement, "we find an exam
ple of nearly everything gone wrong on a 
procurement program and I think we 
ought to use this example as a way 'not to 
do it. "' Mr. Conte agreed with Congress
man Boland that the procurement should 
be taken away from the Army. 

George E. Dausman, Army Deputy As
sistant Secretary for Procurement, admit
ted to the quality and safety problems 
plaguing the pistol. However, he continued 
to defend the procurement and asserted 
that corrections to the problems are at hand. 

Admiral Ailes concluded his testimony 
by saying that the Navy doesn 't intend to 
buy anymore Beretta handguns from the 
current procurement and will satisfy its 
requirements through the new recompe
tition. 

"It is incredible that after almost a dec
ade of effort and the expenditure of mil
lions of taxpayers' dollars, the Army has 
been unable to successfully field this rela
tively simple weapon. This weapon, I 
might add, is virtually the same technology 
as that developed and deployed by the Mil
itary in 1911-the Colt .45. The American 
people and taxpayers, not to mention our 
service men and women deserve a better 
deal," Brooks concluded. 

Continued on page 13 
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Power 
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Colt 
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Model 

Colt 
9mm 
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Colt 
.38 
Super 
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Badge shown 
actual size . 

ORDER FORM 
The Franklin Mint 
Franklin Centet, Pennsylvania 19091 

. ·~:_.:_:__!._!_;..]::'.~::'.'i~if Please send me these 12 Official Badges 

., of the Great Western Lawmen at the 
rate of one every other month. 

I need send no payment now. I will be billed 
in 2 equal monthly installments of $22.50* 
each, beginning when my first badge is ready to 
be sent. There is no additional charge for the 
display case crafted of hardwood and glass.· 

•Ptus my stale sales ta.,; and a 
total. of SI. shipping and handling for each badge. 

Signature 
.I. LL Oll OERS "'R !. SUBJ EC T TO ACCE PTANC E 

Name __ 

Address __ 

City, State, Zip 
85174- 40 

The Official Collection of the Badges that Won the West. 



Imagine. The proven Pro Timer III shot timer and 
ProTach CLASSIC chronograph in one unbeatable 
package at a combined cost of only $325.00. Compare 
costs and prove it to yourself. 

Timer Features. Shot detection and stop plate switch 
operations are automatically selected. Shots and plate 
hits are recorded and can be reviewed, along with 
differences between shots. All shots fired in the Par 
Time mode can be reviewed. Instant and random 
3 to 5 second delayed starts are standard. 

Chronograph Features. Pre-assembled sensors and 
bracket mount to a standard camera tripod. Provides 
review of low and high velocities, extreme spread, 
standard deviation, average velocity, shot number and 
individual shot velocities. Edit capability removes any 
unwanted shot from a string. 

Pro Timer III. If all you need right now is a timer, the 
Pro Timer III is the right choice. In 1987 alone, it was 
selected as an Official Timer for the Steel Challenge, 
the NRA Bianchi Cup and the IPSC Nationals. 
It is in stock and available for the 
lower-than-ever price of $225.00. 
The Pro Timer I is also available 
for $149.95. 

Timer Upgrade. Now, you can upgrade 
any of our timers to the Pro TNT. 
Prices for upgrading are: 

• Pro Timer III to Pro TNT . .. . . $150.00 
• Pro Timer I & II to Pro TNT . . . $200.00 
• Pro Shot Timer to Pro TNT . . . $250.00 

All models feature : 
• 30-day money-back guarantee 
• One-year limited warranty 
• 5-day turnaround service policy 
• Battery compartment for 9V battery. 

Call or write for FREE literature, or to place an order. 

ORDER NOW! 
Call Toll Free 1-800-222-3845, Illinois residents 
1-815-877-3322. Visa, MasterCard and COD accepted. 
Illinois residents add 6-1 / 4% sales tax. Add $4.50 for 
shipping a.nd handling. Certified check or money order 
by mail . 

IC Competition Electronics, Inc. 
2542 Point O' Woods 
Rockford, IL 61111 



Continued from page 10 
Members of the Subcommittee, in addi

tion to Brooks are: John Conyers, Jr. 
(D-Mich.), Stephen L. Neal (D -N. C.), 
Barney Frank (D-Mass. ), Robert E. Wise, 
Jr. (D-W. Va.), Ben Erdreich (D -A la .), 
Gerald D. Kleczka (D -Wisc.), Frank Hor
ton (R-N. Y.), Rob ert S. Walker (R
Penn. ), Beau Boulter (R-Tex.), and Don
ald E. "Buz" Lukens (R-Ohio). 

.45Fan 
In your Jan /Feb issue I found the letter 
from Mr. Bonaventure of Beretta USA to 
be of tremendous interest. The overall 
impression that I picked up from hi s letter 
was his surprise that anyone would dare 
question the Beretta Company's word as 
to the overall durability of their 9mm mil
itary pistol. 

Mr. Bonaventure goes on to state that 
over 1,000,000 weapons have been pro
duced using this slide design. Now, while 
this general statement is true , Mr. Bon
aventure fa ils to mention that the vast ma
jority of said weapons were produced in 
calibers vastly less powerful . than 9mm 
Luger, i. e . . 22 Rim Fire , .25 ACP, .32 
ACP and .380 ACP. He also fails to make 
it clear that the vast majority of these 
weapons , 70% at least , were sold on the 
open market and not to the military. 

To make this more clear, you have to 
realize that the average individual who 
buys one of these weapons will not put 

JI 

5,000 rounds through the weapon in his or 
her lifetime . At most the average , person 
might fire a couple hundred rounds a year 
in the weapon. 

Even the police aren 't that much better. 
Most of them have to qualify once a year 
with their weapon and fire a set number 
of rounds. Even at this increased rate of 
fire , it could be 15 to 20 years before the 
weapon reaches the 5,000 round mark. 
The military on the other hand might well 
put 5,000 rounds through a given weapon 
in a single month! 

I have but recently retired from the mil
itary, 22 years U.S. Army as a Light 
Weapons Specialist and Survival Instruc
tor. I have seen , handled and fired Colt 
Government 1911's that have had in ex
cess of 100.000 rounds put through them , 
with only their barrels and springs being 
replaced over the years. 

I have on seven occasions used the Ber
etta as a test weapon during my survival 
course at Bragg. While I cannot honestly 
say that the weapon was a complete fail
ure , I can state that under genuine sur
vival conditions the weapon was less than 
satisfactory when compared to the older 
1911and1911A1 systems when it comes to 
durability and , most importantly, useabil
ity under the most adverse conditions. 

I freely admit to the world in general 
that I am a .45 fan and that I consider the 
9mm , in its Full Metal Jacketed military 
form , to be borderline useless . But , I un
derstand the reasons given by the " Pow-

ers That Be" for changing from the .45 
ACP to the 9mm Luger and I accept them. 

Where I fall out with the "' Powers That 
Be" is in the weapon that they have cho
sen. When Mr. Bonaventure can show me 
a Beretta 9mm pistol that has survived 
100,000 rounds being put through it with 
only minimum parts replacement as has 
my personal 1911, then I will accept the 
Beretta as a superi or grade weapon. 

Until then, don 't ca ll us, we' ll ca ll yo u. 

James A. E llison 
Bolingbrook , Ill. 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER WELCOMES let
ters to the editor of no more th on 350 words. Letters 
must include the writer's full name and address. 
Letters must be signed by the writer. Typewritten 
letters are preferred, but legible handwriting is 
acceptable. Send your letters to Speak Out, Ameri
can Hand9unner, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 
200, San Diego, CA, 92108. 
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IMPROVE SCORES! 

0.ll ll"-" 101 • fl "Tlm•a Fire " compet ition .. 

: ~i:;,~:;:r ~ SPECIAL 
• Bun_,.. $14.95 
• Beoct.r.., • mo .. I 

Uro• LCD Ol1pl • Y 1no ,.... Om• ,.m•lnlnt 
•I 1 oie nc• . Audll>I • ton• wuna1 """'' " time 
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Ing RoHrC" Auocl • t •• . P .O. Ho • lHl, 
0.pt . AH l , Hol)ywood , F L ll U l.JUl. 

#8480 Sports Master 
lOmm, 190 Grain FPJ 

#8630 Sports Master 
.44 Magnum, 300 Grain ISP 

#1725 MatchKing 
6.5mm, 120 Grain HPBT 

#2850 GameKing 
.35 Caliber, 225 Grain SBT 

NEWFOR1989 
Sports Master #8480 lOmm, 190 Grain FPJ 
A very srnmg huller with its Full Profil e J<icket. Use ir for ·nax imum 
knockdown poll'er <m game or stee l ta rge ts. Legendary Sie rra 
accuracy. Recommended ve locity range 800- 1200 FPS. 

Sports Master #8630 .44 Magnum, 300 Grain JSP 
Awesome pcrfonnance ... we ight retent ion is 95-100% ll'ith 
umurra"ed penetration and knockdull'n p<lwer. Equal ly effec tive 
o n big game or metallic silhouettes. Rec.imrncnded fo r ha ndgun use 
only; 1·e locit ies are 1000- 1500 FPS. 

MatchKing #1725 6.5mm, 120 Grain HPBT 
An idea l silhouette bullet, del ive rs pinpoint accuracy and superior 
knockdown pO\\'Ct in production 6.5mm rifle and handgun bores, as 
well as wit h wildcats, such as the 6.5 X .308 and 6 .5 X .250 San1ge. 
Veloc it ies 2400-3000 FPS in rifles. 1800-2300 FPS in h<rndguns. 
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GameKing #2850 .35 Caliber, 225 Grain SBT 
The bu llet for maximum performance wirh the . 3 5 Whelen. Works 
hesr nn medium- to large- size animals a t 2300-2800 FPS . S ie rra's 
boa t ta il design assu res a flc-it trn,jectury and nutstanding acc uracy fo r 
grea te r st riking power a t long range. 

Available Now Look for rh ese NEW bullets at 
better firearms re tailers o r call S ierra TOLL-FREE at 
1-800-223-8799 (7am - 4pm Pacific Time) for a 
retailer near you. And be sure ro use o ur toll-free 
T ech-Line for all your reloading questions! 

1 .. soo .. 223 .. s799 
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INSIGHTS INl'O IPSC 
to U.S . shooters, calling the result "Joe's 
Mag Well ." 

A lot of people , though, wanted to 
achieve the same results without the time 
and expense of custom work . Mike La
Rocca came up with his Rock-Well funnel 
for the 1911 pistol, in which the funn el is 
made in one piece with the mainspring 
housing. Fitting to a stock 1911 is simply a 
matter of replacing the mainspring hous
ing with the Rock-Well unit. 

DAVE ANDERSON 

SPEED RELOADS WITH S&A MAG CHUTE, 
VIC MAG RE' EASE BECOME CONSISTENT 

The speed reload was one of the tech
niques developed in the early days of 

practical pistol competition , and it contin
ues to be a part of the practical shooter's 
repertoire . Smooth , fast and consistent 
reloads result primaril y fr o m lea rning 
proper techniques, but autopistol shoot
ers can also benefit fro m three popular 
gun modifications. These are: (1) maga
zine base pads, (2) mag chutes and (3) 
extended and/or enlarged mag releases. 

The purpose of base pads is not , as 
some believe , to cushion the impact when 
an ejected magazine hits the ground . 
Rather, it is to ensure that the mag is po
sitively seated and locked dur ing a speed
Ioad. Pads should be a quarter to a half 
inch thick and securely attached to the 
magazine base . They're easy enough to 
make , and I've seen pads made from 
leather, old inner tubes, and brass. The 
very popular Shaw pads are made of hard 
pl as ti c , a tt ac h with two se lf-t apping 
screws, and cost only about $9 fo r a six-

Two other popular units are the Shaw 

Stock With Mag- Time saved With Speed Time saved 
gun Guide 

Steve 2.22 1.52 
Ken 2.27 1.93 
Jamie 2.99 2.59 
Tony 2.45 2.18 
Dave 2.22 1.64 

Average 2.43 1.97 

pack. 
For many years, a popular modification 

on 1911 pattern pistols has been to bevel 
the edges of the mag welt , making it big
ger and easier to hit during a reload . In 
the early '80s, South African pistolsmith 
Dale Guthrie developed a technique of 
heating the base of the pistol's frame and 
driving in a wedge-shaped bar, fo rging a 
humongous mag welt opening that was 
just about impossible to miss . Pistolsmith 
Jim Stroh began offering a similar process 

Release 

0.70 1.46 0.06 
0.34 1.92 O.O L 
0.40 1.90 0.69 
0.27 1.37 0.81 
0.58 1. 41 0.23 

0.46 1.61 0.36 

stainless steel funn el and the Rogers EZ 
loader, which are held in place by the 
stock screw bushings and the stock panels. 
These are an excellent value but are a bit 
less convenient in that the stocks must be 
removed should one wish to get at the 
gun's lockwork . 

The third modification, the oversized 
mag release button, allows the mag to be 
released with out shifting th e shoo ting 
grip. Those with average size or smaller 

Continued on page 81 

Aimpeint Wins Again! 
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John Pride wins 
the Bianchi Cup 

for the 2nd year in 
a row with his 

Aimpeint 
sighted revolver. 

John Pride the 1987 and 1988 Bianchi Cup 
champion re lies on the most advanced 
equipment made; that is why he uses Aimpoinf" 
e lectronic sights. "During my fifteen years as a 
competitive shooter and law enforcement 
officer, I have tried a ll types of sights and scopes -.. and the Aimpoim- is by far 

the best available . 
When I am competing 
· _ · t i with the to p 

shooters in the 
world, I need 

~ every advantage I can get. 
Aimpoim- 's red dot is so sharp 
and b right that it is very easy to 

use": just put the adjustable red 
dot on your target· no focusing o r 

centering • shoot with one o r two 
eyes o pen • excellent fo r shooters who 

. wear g lasses • quick and accurate • the dot only 
covers 3" of the target at 100 yards • excellent fo r 

pisto ls, rifles, shotguns and bows • available in b lack o r 
sta inless finish. 

For full information on the world's finest sights and mounts, write or call: 

Aim point 
203 Elden St., Herndon, VA 22070 (703) 471 -6828 

Photo: G. Luc zy 
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JERRY BARNHART-Wi1111er 87 I.P.S.C. 
Nai l's & 87 Steel Challenge. "Ive tried them ~ ~ 
all , SHOOTJNG STAR mags are the best." r~c_.,.. 
ROB LEA THAM- Winner 83 and 86 
J.P.S

1
;c. World Sh

1
ooCt- 83,

8
84,S85,

1
8C6JI .

1
P
1
.S.C. ~, 

Na t s-85 Bia11c 11 11 p- 5 tee w enge. Z <-...,., 
"Extra capacity and improved perform- -
ance make SHOOT! G STAR mags my <._ • .::._, 
choice fo r serious competition." <.__ ~ 
BRIAN ENOS-Wi11 11er 83 & 84 Bianchi <<- ~ 
C11 p. "These mags work, everytime!" _38 _45 .45Stainless 

J. MICHAEL PLAXCO-Wi1111er 82 c onversion Kits 

J.P.S.C. Na ti's & 82 Steel Challenge. "Reliability is a must in I.P.S.C. 
matches; that is why l use SHOOTING ST AR mags . 
STEVE NASTOFF-Master gunsmith and l.P.S.C. shooter . "Quality, 
dependability and longevity are my trademarks. That' s what I get with 
SHOOTl G STAR products. 
CHIP McCORMICK- Wi11 11er 86 Steel Challenge. "I own and operate 
SHOOT! G STAR I D. To inquire about and order America's best 
magazines and accessories call and ask for me." 
SHOOTI G STAR mags have special feed lips to enhance perform
ance. The patented fo llower, which allows extra capacity, has been 
winning for 7 years. All mags have 2 holes positioned in the base plate 
to accept screw on base pads. These are a few of the reasons that 
SHOOTING ST AR mags are the CHOICE OF CHAMPIONS. 

Overseas Dealers inquire about Pistol Pa rts and Accessories. 

Model 1911 Magazines 
8rd-.45 Blue 
8rd-.45 Stainless 
10rd-.38 Blue 
10rd-.38 Stainless 
7rd-.45 Blue 
7rd-.45 Stainless 
9rd-.38 Blue 
9rd-.38 Stainless 

Price · 

$19.50 
22.50 
21.95 
27.95 
13.50 
16.50 
13.95 
17.95 

w/Base Pad 
$21 .50 
24.50 
23.95 
29.95 
15.50 
18.50 
15.95 
19.95 

Conversion Kits-(adds lrd to standard mags) 
8rd-.45 Kit (Gov' t) $10.50 
8rd-.45 Kit (Wilson) 10.50 
7rd-.45 Kit (Officers) 10.50 
10rd-.38 Kit (Gov' t) 12.50 
9rd- .45 Kit (S&W 645-745) 12.50 
8rd-.45 Kit (SIG 220) 12.50 
Shaw Base Pad- w I screws (Gov' t) 2.50 
How to Order 
Prepaid ord ers send Money Order 
or Ba nk Check. No Personal Checks. 
Shipping & Handling Charges $3.00 
COD- UPS add $1.90 
Texas Residents add tax 8% 

Call or Write to 
SHOOTING STAR IND. ~ 
7506 Bend er Drive uoD11_ ' 
Austin, TX 78749 6 llif 
Ca ll JO a .m.--4 p.m. CST, -
Mon.- Fri. (512)280-3666 
Dea lers send FFL 
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THE NEW 

DILLON 
SQUARE 

DEAL "B" 
Progressive 

Reloader 
,., -1 ,..,. 9 ,.... [\ 
~ :.> Q __. ~:) 'J 

Factory Direct 
(with Carbide 

dies) 

THE SQUARE DEAL "B" 
Dupl icating factory amuninition is no trick with a 

"SOB". This is how it works. The Di llon "SOB" ar
rives from the factory ready to reload. Our drop-in 
insert dies are adjusted. you determine how much 
powder you want the automatic powder measure to 
throw and select the bu llet depth. Yo~ place a fired 
cartridge into station one, a bullet at station three 
and pump the handle. The Square Deal "B" resizes the 
fi red round, installs a new primer, deposits powder in 
the case, seats the bullet, crimps the bullet, indexes 
and ejects the reloaded round into the attached col
lection box. all au tomatically. No mystery here, no 
hours of minute adjustments to get it just righ t. 

The Di llon "SOB" is the most re liable progressive 
reloader in the world. It is the fastest. It is the most 
accurate. It is the easiest to use. It has the best war
ranty. It has a no strings attached 30 day return poli
cy. It's what you're looki ng for. It's a square deal. 

Factory Di rect at $162.50 complete with carbide 
dies in one caliber. SOB" is avai lable in 45 ACP, 9 mm, 
44 Spc. , 44 magnum, 38 cal , 357 magnum, 45 Long 
Colt, 41 magnum, .380 and 38 super. 

FACTORY DIRECT 
Only Dillon Precision sells direct to the reloader, no 
middleman profits. Only Dil lon has this simple war
ranty: no fine print, no time limit, commercial reloader 
or hobbyist , 500 rounds or 500,000 or more. If it 
breaks, we'll fix it freel 
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ORDER NOW 
Call us TOLL FREE. A member of our staff will 
be glad to take your order. Please have your 
Visa or Master Card ready when you call. If you 
prefer, we will ship C.0.0. cash with no extra 
C.O.D. charge. All presses are shipped freight 
paid within the continental U.S. (except APO's). 
Call Toll Free 1-800-421-7632. In Arizona 
602-948-8009. 

Free Catalog 
Free Catalog and newsletter membership. 
Please write. 

•• 
~ I 

) rec1s1on 
! Products. Inc. 

7442 E. Butherus Drive 
Scottsdale, AZ 85260 

COP FALK 
MASSAD AYOOB 

LEARNING TO LIVE WITH THE REVOLVER 
IS MERELY A MATTER OF SELF-CONTROL 

I n the early 1980's, when Ray Chapman 
and I began teaching Advanced Officer 

Survival to cops , there was a little ques
tion routine we went through. " How 
many of you carry semi-automatic service 
pistols on duty? " I'd ask , and if we had an 
audience of 200 lawmen , maybe 20 would 
raise their hands. I'd then follow with 
' 'How many would like to? " 150 or more 
hands would rise . 

That was then , this is now. Things have 
changed quickly. The autoloader is the 
coming thing in police service. Even so , 
the majority of the nation 's police still 
pack cylinder guns. 

One bellwether is the State Police. 
North Dakota and New Mexico seem 
about to switch to the S&W automatic , 
and Georgia State Patrol has just ap
proved the same technology. The SIG
Sauer has captured Massachusetts , Mich
igan and Arizona. Beretta 9mm pistols 
are carried by the troopers of Connecti
cut , Florida , Wyoming and Maryland. 
The Heckler and Koch auto is the sidearm 
of the state police departments of Utah 
and New Jersey. Illinois , of course , has 
carried the S&W 9mm since 1967. 

That's about 13 out of 49 (Hawaii has 
no state police per se) , and in many parts 
of the country, at least the same protec
tion exists: the US cop is still more likely 
to pack a wheelgun than a selftoader. As 
Ray and I had long since noted in our 
classes , many sixgun-equipped cops 
longed for square duty guns instead of 
round ones , and seeing many agencies 
around you switch to the gun you wanted 
can only exacerbate that negative morale 
factor. 

I'm seen as a proponent of the auto pis
tol for cops. In the last decade , Bill Jordan 
and I did a point/counterpoint thing on 
police handguns , he taking the revolver 
and I supporting the auto. More recently, 
John Pride of LAPD defended the re
volver while I opted for the police auto in 
an American Handgunner " Crossfire" 
column. 

Within 18 months , John had not only 
foresworn his duty .38 for a 9mm but was 
teaching his whole department how to 
make the same switch . 

As I sit here wiping the smug look off 
my face , I have to tell you that I'm not 
one of those who believes that God car
ries an autoloader. It's not the right gun 
for every policeman. If I were placed in 
the shoes of Captain John Cerar, head of 
NYPD 's Firearms and Tactics Unit, I 
would defend the traditional service re-

volver as vociferously as he does. 
He 's responsible for training close to 

30,000 cops who , after basic training , only 
shoot a couple of times a year. The more 
sophisticated handling skills an auto pistol 
requires are poorly served by that limited 
a supervised familiarity. NYPD now al
lows the auto only to elite Emergency Ser
vices Unit (SWAT) and undercover 
narcotics personnel , both of whom are 
budgeted for much more training with 
firearms due to the hazardous nature of 
their duties. 

There are also a number of true gun 
experts who favor the sixgun for its relia
bility and its raw power output. The fact 
is , a well-built wheelgun can take any bul
let shape of the designated caliber that 
you can stuff into it , and that 's by no 
means true of many of the autopistols now 
in use by police , usually d e signed a 
generation ago . Similarly, no semi-auto 
round in police use can equal the pure 
shocking and stopping power of the 125 
grain semijacketed hollowpoint .357 
Magnum service revolver cartridge. 

This last point deserves a bit of discus
sion. Separate studies of actual gunfights 
by myself and Detroit homicide inves
tigator Evan Marshall independently 
reached the same conclusion: the 125 
grain .357 hollowpoint was more likely to 
stop a gunfight with one shot than any 
other round in use. 

I find the best .45 auto load , CCI 's 
Speer Lawman 200 grain JHP, comes 
close-but I've only got 20 cases on file 
with it , and Evan has about 26. 

The + P + 9mm comes close , but fewer 
than 20 people have ever been shot with 
it. 

That " magic" .357 load has logged over 
220 shootings in one department alone , 
and no suspect solidly hit with it has ever 
returned effective fire against an officer of 
that department. The Desert Eagle 
sportsman 's pistol notwithstanding , the 
.357 Magnum is a revolver-only proposi
tion for practical daily carry. 

A sixgun-equipped officer who 'd rather 
have an automatic is a little like the small 
officer who'd like to be a big bruiser: he 's 
got to learn to live with the equipment 
he 's got . Whether it was nature or the po
lice chief who decreed that you 'd have less 
than you 'd like to fight with , your only 
logical alternative is to learn to minimize 
your weaknesses and emphasize your 
strengths. 

In streetfighting , the smaller officer 
learns to go more rapidly to his bato~ , to 
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The World's Greatest Big Cat Artist 
Creates An Original Work For You 

The Franklin Mint 
Franklin Center, PA 1909 l 
Send me SIBERIAN HUNTER, an original work of art 
personally hand-signed by Guy Coheleach, and sent 
to me in its handsome frame ready for display. I need 
send no payment now. Please bill me for a deposit 
of $39.* when my lithograph is ready to be sent, and 
after shipment, for the balance in 4 monthly install
ments of $39.* each. 

"Plus mySllUe sale.r llJ.v and a /nla/ of tJ for shtppmg ml(/ ba!l(Dmg 

INDIVIDUALLY 
HAND-SIGNED AND 
FRAMED TO 
MUSEUM STANDARDS. 

His art has been displayed 
in our nation's capital at 
the National Collection of 
Fine Arts. He was the first 
American artist to exhibit 
his work in China after 
WWII. And he has been 
named "Wildlife Artist of 
the Year. " 

He is Guy Coheleach, 
recognized worldwide as 
the greatest big cat artist 
of all time. Now commis
sioned by The Franklin 
Mint to create an 
exclusive collection of 
hand-signed lithographs. 
And the premiere captures 
the awesome power and 
beauty of the most 
impressive cat of all -
the Siberian Tiger. 

Every detail is painted 
with startling realism. 
From the texture of the 
fur to the piercing eyes. 
And SIBERIAN HUNTER will 
be hand-signed for you 
by Guy Coheleach and 
handsomely matted inside 
a specially imported 
frame of hardwood and 
burl veneer inlay. 

Framed work shown much smatler than 
·actual size o133W x 28Vz•. 

C 1118FM 

i'LEAsE MAIL BY APRIL 30, 1989. 

SIGNATill"'------------

NAME·-------------
P L. EASE PR INT CL.EA.l'H. Y 

ADDRESS; ___________ _ 

aw ___________ _ 

STATE 1Jp ___ _ 

12086-24 



New Compact HKS Cl'l'Yilu Case 
• Molded of long-lasting Dupont Hytrel® • More com
pact, less weight than leather • Half the price of 
leather • Resists scratches and scuffs • Not affected 
by rot, mildew or water • Two finishes-plain or bas-

Magazine Pouch-fits 
9 mm. and 45 auto. 
Only $11.95 each 

ketweave • Three colors-black, tan, 
brown • Now available for both 

. Speedloaders and Magazines 

Speedloader Case 
Only $10.95 each 

(HKSJ. 
HKS Products, Inc. 

7841 Foundation Drive 
Florence, KY 41042 

See your local gun dealer.Guaranteed one lull year. 

take advantage of hi"s usually greater 
speed and flexibility to overbalance and 
throw an opponent, to create distance and 
force the other man to extend himself into 
the officer's sphere of power. Similarly, 
the revolver-armed cop facing a high-vol
ume firefight reaches more decisively for 
his shotgun (if he has one), and does not 
worry about any false confidence that 
might stem from a 16-shot auto pistol. 

Knowing himself likely to be out
gunned in a shootout with coke dealers 
who carry high-capacity autoloaders as 
trademarks, he makes a point of conserv
atively using cover and concealment to 
the maximum , giving himself time to 
place his shot perfectly. 

A case in point occurred recently in Ar
izona. A scumbag with a semi-auto 9mm 
carbine opened fire on a revolver-armed 
cop. He filled the air around himself with 
brass and the air around the cop with lead , 
but none of his wildly-sprayed bullets 
took flesh. The patrolman cooly levelled 
his .38 Special revolver and put a couple 
of bullets in the boiler room , killing the 
assailant. The punk had theoretically out
gunned the cop- but the skillful blueshirt 
had "outmanned" his opponent. Here we 
have a basic truth of life . 

The term "gunfight" is a misnomer. 
Guns don 't fight. Men fight. It 's the man 
who wins , and in this case, the man who 
knew his low-tech equipment over
powered the man who put all his faith in a 
high-tech bullet hose. 

Style and technique are more important 
than tools. Another case in point occurred 
in Florida: a cop who'd finally been issued 
the 16-shot 9mm he'd long argued for , re
sponded along with a partner who 'd been 
perfectly happy with his revolver and a bit 
resented having to carry the new techno
nine . They were tracking a homicidal gun
man armed with a high-powered rifle . 

When the encounter came , the cop 
who'd been begging for firepower had his 
chance to use it: he sprayed all 16 9mm 
bullets at the criminal and never touched 
him . The wheelgun-oriented cop played 
the auto the way his career had taught him 
to play his revolver : make every shot 
count. He fired twice , hitting the gunman 
once in the leg and once in the chest , kill
ing him outright. Another cop who knows 
him swears that with his familiar sixgun , 
this officer would have put them both in 
the center X-ring. 

Know your equipment, play to its 
strengths and away from its weaknesses . 
On my own time , I prefer to carry an au
tomatic. When breaking in new cops, 
whom we issue revolvers , I carry an iden
tical Smith & Wesson .357 Magnum . 

The fact that I don ' t have an automatic 
on that night is extremely low on the list 
of things I worry about as the rookie and 
I wheel the cruiser out of ~ 
the police parking lot. ~ 
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SILUEl'AS 
JOHN TAFFIN 

TAKE THE PUNCH our OF A DOMINATOR 
WITH GUNNER'S CHOICE RECOIL TAMER 

T here are days when it really does pay 
to live right. When is the last time 

that someone stepped up to you and said, 
" I have an estate to settle and one of the 
items is a .45 Automatic. One hundred 
dollars and it 's yours. " 

The first thought in such a situation is 
that the gun is hot and the man is trying to 
turn a quick $100. But this time , it was on 

a Sunday morning at church and the fel
low was a long-time church member and 
Sunday school teacher. Chances were 
close to certain that everything was on the 
up and up , plus his business really was 
settling estates for his bank 's customers. 

I , of course , purchased the gun sight 
unseen . After all, how often does one find 
a Colt 1911 for $100? 

• 

AMRRl<.'AN TARUET CO. 
......... ,,....,-....i ~c-. .. .., 

U o.t..,. • 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER•MARCH/APRIL 1989 

As it turned out, it was even better than 
expected. The Colt , though pitted on the 
frame , was in otherwise good condition 
and according to the serial number was 
made prior to WWI. Too old and too soft 
to be fully accurized or made into an ac
tion gun, but a good shooter as it was. 
And as it turned out , destined for a 
greater purpose. 

My good fortune continued at the Out
standing American Handgunner Awards 
Banquet as my door prize number was 
drawn and I received any Pachmayr Dom
inator unit of my choice. The Dominator, 
consisting of a barre led action in .223, .44 
Magnum , .35 Remington , and 7-08, 
needed only a Colt 1911 grip frame to 
make it into a complete single shot long 
range handgun. 

I have a .223 Contender, .44's belong in 
revolvers , and my custom .375 JDJ Con-

tender was way above the factory .35 
Remington , so the only logical choice left 
seemed to be the 7-08. Logical from the 
standpoint of an Unlimited Silhouette 
Pistol that would also double as a hunt
mg gun. 

It was only after my order was sent to 
Pachmayr that I realized what I had got
ten myself in for. Since I had done consid
erable testing of the Wichita single shot 
pistol in 7mm International Rimmed , and 
since Wichita had a grip frame identical to 
the 1911 Colt , and since the Wichita was 
punishing to shoot with full house loads, 
and since the 7-08 was capable of deliver
ing the same bullet as the 7 International 
Rimmed at 400-600 fps more muzzle ve
locity, and since . . . 

Well , the picture started to unfold , and 
it was a picture of pain. I really don ' t mind 
reasonable recoil and never back away 
from the hard kickers. Recoil is not the 
problem with the Dominator. It is the 
constant pounding to which the 1911 grip 
safety subjects the back of the shooting 
hand between thumb and trigger finger 
until it is raw. Each individual shot is not 
necessarily a problem , but the continued 
buildup finally gets to a shooter. 

Recoil is mostly between the ears , not 
in the hand , and it can be conquered by 
keeping the right mental attitude. But 
when that recoil gnaws away until the 
hand is bleeding , the mental loses out to 
the physical. The 1911 grip, as comfort
able as it is , just was not made for heavy 
kicking handguns. 

The week that my 7-08 Dominator ar
Continued on page 83 
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Built for Strength 
All Ruger firearms start as a concept. Nowhere is this 
fundamental strength better illustrated than in the Ruger 
GPlOO cylinder and its revolutionary locking system. From 
the beginning the Ruger GPlOO crane and cylinder assem
bly was designed with all the size and strength needed to 
withstand the huge pressures of repeated firing of the mod
ern .357 Magnum cartridge. 

Secure Crane Latch 
When the GPlOO cylinder is in the locked up, firing 
position, it is firmly latched into the frame with a powerful, 
spring-loaded bolt in the front, and a heavy-duty pilot bear
ing'at the rear. This entirely new cylinder locking system 
was expressly invented by Ruger engineers to ensure 
proper cylinder and barrel lockup and alignment in a gun 
made for a long, accurate life shooting Magnum cartridges. 

Offset Ejection System 
In the Ruger ejection system, the ejector rod serves only to 
activate the ejector. It is designed in an offset position 
allowing Ruger engineers to build a thicker, stronger frame 
at the forcing cone-the section which undergoes the 
severest pressure. 

The fnmt of the cylinder 
is locked to the frame 

by a powerful, spring-loaded 
bolt located 011 the cylinder crane. 

---

Ruger's GPlOO firmly establishes a landmark in the 
development of the revolver. The GPlOO is a beautiful 
gun designed to command the powerful .357 Magnum 
cartridge, putting control reliably and comfortably 
into the hand of the modern police, competition, and 
sports shooter. 

L2'\ STURM, RUGER 
• & Company, Ine. 
2 Lacey Place, Southport, Connecticut 06490 

Free inscrucrion manuals for all Ruger firea rms ava ilable upon reques t. 

GP100 is a U.S. registered trademark. 
Entire contents © 1988 by Sturm, Ruger & Company, Inc. 



HANDGUN HUNTING 
J. D. JONES 

BUCKEYE .32 CALIBER CONVERTIBLE 
RUGER BLACKHAWK IS GOOD PLINKER 

A limited edition Ruger Blackhawk 
conve rtibl e .32 Magnum/.32-20 

Winchester is a new gun I bought from 
Buckeye Sports (Dept. AH, P.O. Box 
6060, Ca nton , OH 44706). I ' ve bee n 
shooting it a bit with the .32 Magnum cyl
inder with the excelle nt Federal lead and 
jacketed ammo . 

It 's a neat small-game gun capable of 
being handloaded to considerably higher 
velocities than factory offerings. I haven't 
shot the .32-20 yet because I didn ' t have 
enough ammo to make it worthwhile . 

Don' t bother looking for the Buckeye 
Ruger .32/.32-20 on your dea ler's shelf 
unless he is a Buckeye customer. This is a 
first edition with a Buckeye " leaf and 
buckeye" in sc rib ed o n th e to pst ra p . 
Buckeye, a large distributor of firea rms 
and accessories, purchased the first year's 
production from Ruger and sells the guns 
only to dealers who buy regularl y from 
Buckeye. 

At first it felt a little heavy on the Black
hawk frame. However, in the long run I 
think the additional weight may pay off in 
the field with more hits than a lighte r gun 
could produce. 

The 6'/2 inch barrel balances very well 
for me . Interestingly, both Federal 85 
grain jacketed and 95 grain lead loads 
shot to exactly the same point of impact 
at 25 yards. 

I was surprised at the accuracy I got 
straight out-of-the-box with a fresh bar
rel. After only a cylinderful , the barrel 
settled down and produced outstanding 
accuracy. The tri gge r definite ly needs 
work (what factory trigger doesn ' t these 
days?) but shooting offhand at 25 ya rds at 
two inch Targ-Dots , I had o nl y four shots 
out of the dot in 36 rounds. That 's about 
as good as I can do with any gun! 

At about 175 yards it was easy to keep 
four out of five on the end of a 55 gallon 
drum . In case you think the .32 Magnum 
is a real pip-squeak, every hit penetrated 
the end of the drum . 

The smaller Dan Wesson .32 Magnum 
is also an accurate revolver. Mine shoots 
in the same class with the larger Ruger 
and maybe a littl e better with so me 
ammo. Both make fine small-game guns. 
The .32 Magnum is best reserved for 
squirrel, rabbit and gro undhog even if the 
cartridge is handloaded on the warm side 
with Sierra or Hornady jacketed bullets. 

The .32 Magnum or .32-20 just aren' t 
powerful enough for deer even if your 
great-gra nddad did kill one with the .32-
20 way back whe n. Enjoy these .32s for 

what they're best at- plinking and small 
game hunting. 

Obviously , a good .22 is hard to beat as 
a small-game gun . In essense, any caliber 
can fill the role of a small-game gun as 
long as the gun is adequately accurate. 
Most guns are accurate enough if the shot 
is close. But one of the most important 
aspects of a small-game gun is that it 
shoots where the sights are set. My advice 
would be to buy a small-game gun only if 
it has adjustable sights. I've had a few 
fixed sight guns that shot to point of aim , 
but not many. 

Turning to news on the bullet scene , 
Sierra 's new 300 grain jacketed .44 Mag
num bullet should be in your local gun 
shop now. The prototypes of this slug that 
several people tested las t summer were 
very accurate in every gun tried. 

The production bullet will differ slightly 
from the prototypes, so reloading data 
isn 't worth giving at this point. But the 
prototypes gave groups of about three 

/N/111!1>..,,. 
Handgun huifter;. rock musician 
Ex=nal 18" trophy warthog; 
.44 num 
"Fantastic huntl I'll be back." 

inches at 100 yards with my Ruger Re
dhawk and a Mk . V sight. This shows the 
potential of this new Sierra slug! 

The 320 gra in cast bullet fo r the .44 has 
given the caliber a new lease on li fe fo r 
big ga me hunting . Obvio usly a n o ut
growth of the origi nal lead heavyweight , 
the Sierra jacketed bullet cannot be dri
ven as fas t as the lead bullet. However , 
heavy .44 bullets are becoming widely 
available. 

Freedom Arms has one that is quite 
good and a heavyweight Barnes bullet is 
st ill out there. T he B a rnes has bee n 
around quite awhile , but it 's never be
come very popular. Others have made 300 
grain bullets with more or less- usually 
less-success than the original SSK 320 
grain lead bullet. 

The 300 grain Sierra bullet is definitely 
worth trying and I predict they' ll become 
very popular. O ne major ammunition 
manufacturer has been in terested in pro
ducing a 300 grain fac to ry load for a few 
years and the new Sierra slug may get this 
started. 

Phil Johnston , Handgun Editor fo r 
Gun Week has recently completed his 
book Successful Handgun H unting 
($21.95 , Shooting Sports Press , 4912 Ar
den Ave. , Minneapo lis , MN 55424) . I'm 
not going to review the book for space 
reasons, however , the book seems to me 
to be aimed at the beginning handgun 
hunter or the guy thinking about getting 

Continued on page 101 
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HANDLOADING 
CHARLES E. PETI'Y 

NEW Gl.ZMOS FROM DILLON EUMINATE 
POWDER BAR, PRIMER LEVEL TROUBLES 

F o r so me t ime now, I' ve e n joyed 
watching the fas t track growth of 

Dillon Precision and over a relatively 
short time they have brought progressive 
reloaders to the masses. Of course I'm 
speakin g prim a ril y o f th e Dillo n 550 
which has become a workhorse in my 
loading setup ; so much so that I now have 
two . 

One is set up fo r small primers and the 
other for large, so I don't have to fool with 
changing primer systems. I use them often 
and much of the data that I've published 
over the years has been cranked out on 
the Dillon . 

But as much as I like the 550 it did have 
some shortcomings. The biggest , at least 
as fa r as I was concerned , was that you 
had no way of knowing when you were 
about to run out of primers. Mo re than 
once I discovered it only when I saw pow
der begin to accumulate around the shell 
plate. I know, you' re supposed to feel the 
primer going in , but I also know that it 's 

Name: 

Address : 

City: 
-----------~ 

State, Zip: _______ __ _ 

easy to overlook when you' re on a loading 
binge . 

The other problem has been the occa
sional tendency of Dillon's powder mea
sure to stick . All it took was a little 
graphite buildup or a stray grain of pow
der in the wrong place and the slide would 
lock in the drop position . If you didn ' t 
catch it you could have a whole bunch of 
ammo that went pop instead of bang. It 
plagued Dillon too and over the years the 
powder measure has gone through a num
ber of changes directed at solving the 
problem. But any time you rely on a 
spring to return the powder bar it doesn' t 
take much going wrong to screw things up 
bigtime. In fact , I focus my eyes on the 
powder bar every time I load. I also tend 
to clean the measure frequently and rarely 
have trouble, but lo ts of folks do. 

So the good news from Dillon is a pair 
of neat products that solve both problems. 
And , just like most everything e lse from 
Dillon , they're clever little gadgets that do 

NEW MODEL 
INTRODUCTION 

Here's looking at you . 
I am the Model 'F-1' 

a 
I am the younger brother of the Models F 
&M. 
And I am no longer green . 
I'm red ; In fact I'm red hot. 

Inside me is a special circuitry which is 
designed to calibrate me e lectronically at 
the factory. This makes me more acurate 
and allows me to work under a wider 
range of light conditions. I work indoors 
and outdoors. Compare me. I am the best 
deal in town . And I weigh less than 2.5 lbs. 
Suggested Retail $119.95. 
Ask your Dealer or write for more 
information to: 
SHOOTING CHRONY INC. 
P.O. Box 101 , LPO 
Niagara Falls, NY 14304 

Dillon device prevents 
double-charge. 

the job well , and econo mica lly. Dillon 
calls them: " Primer Earl y Wa rning Sys
tem" and "Powder Measure Fail Safe De
vice." Both are standard eq ui pment on 
the new Dillon 5508 or can be o rdered as 
retrofi t kits for the 4508 and 550 presses . 
I've just installed the re trofit ki ts on both 
of my 550s. 

The primer ea rly wa rning system is one 
of those simple little ideas that probably 
left the fo lks in Scottsdale wo ndering why 
they hadn ' t thought of it sooner. T he 
whole thing consists of a small , ba ttery 
powered buzzer that is tri pped by the 
weight of a plastic rod that fo ll ows the 
primers down the magazine . O ne of the 
things I d id was to make such a rod for my 
550s so I could see when pri mers were 
low, but the Dillon idea saves you the 
trouble of having to watch something e lse. 

A ll you have to do is listen for the 
buzzer that sounds when there are th ree 
or fo ur primers left in the magazine. Since 
the Dillon's primer tube will hold more 
than 100 primers, you can sim ply refi ll the 
tu be wh e n th e b uzzer so un ds. Or , if 
you're ending a session , yo u can watch for 
the primers to run out. 

Insta llatio n of the prime r wa rning sys
tem is extra simple . A ll you do is slide the 
little buzzer gadget over the primer mag
azine and install the rod. No tools or dis
assembly is required. 

The powder measure retrofit kit does 
requi re a bi t mo re work but anyone who 
has already assembled and adj usted one 
of the 550s won't fi nd it any bother at a ll. 
The powder measure upgrade is a bi t 

Continued on page 85 

22 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER ·MARCH/ APRIL 1989 



--· I.IC.KASS! 
KICKASSI 

More M•yhem From 
the M•ster of M•lice 
by George Hayduke 

Just when you thought it was safe to 
turn the other cheek, Hayduke and 
his pals return with their own twisted 
version of the Golden Rule: Do unto 
others before they do unto you! 
Kicka11I is intended for entertain
ment purposes only. S'h x 8'h, 

.._ _____ __. hardcover, over 200 pp. $17.95 

DEADLY BREW 
Advanced lmpro\lised Explosives 

by Seymour Leeker 
Every man of action occasionally 
encounters an explosive si tuation. 
Now you can be prepared with a 
deadly brew of your own! From the 
author of Improvised Explosives, 
learn how to combine common in
dustrial chemicals with acids in new 
advanced explosive designs. Don't 
theorize; get the facts. For informa-

._ _____ __. l ion only. 5112 x B'h, softcover, illus., 

.\ \n<krn ~n 1pcr 

l lilk~ 

64 pp. $8.00 

MODERN SNIPER RIFLES 
by Duncan long 

This in-depth look at today's sniper 
rifles covers all aspects of their per
formance capabi lities. Weapons 
expert Duncan Long evaluates .22 
LR, single-shot, bolt-action, semi
auto and large-caliber rifles. as well 
as the scopes, ammunition and ac
cessories that wil l maximize their 
sniping potential. 81h x 11 , softcover, 

._ _____ _. illus., photos, over 100 pp. $16.95 

GET EVEN: 
The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 
A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big busi
ness, government and enemies. 
More sophisticated and involved 
tricks are included, such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and political dirty tricksters. Over 80 
sections present dirty tricks ranging 
from the simple to the elaborate. For 
entertainment only! 51h x 8112, hard
cover, 192 pp. $17.95 

TO RIDE, SHOOT STRAIGHT, 
AND SPEAK THE TRUTH 

by Jeff Cooper 
Combat mind-set, trigger control, tactical residential architecture, nuclear war-these are 
some of the provocative subjects explored by Jeff Cooper in this illustrated collection of 
essays. Cooper, a combat pistol shooting master and the nation's foremost instructor of 
defensive weaponcraft, squarely faces the facts of modern life, and concludes that the armed 
citizen is the correct answer to the armed sociopath. He insists that the Age of The Wimp is 
not our destiny. To that end, To Ride, Shoot Straight, and Speak the Truth focuses primarily 
on shooting-technically, socially, sportively and historically. Learn why knowledge of 
personal weapons and skill in their use are necessary attributes of any man who calls himself 
free. 5Y2 x B'h, hardcover, illus., 384 pp. $26.00 

The Complete 
Kalashnikov 

family 
·- of - · 

.ftssault Kltles 

DUllCftll 10110 

THE RUGER 1022 

EXOTIC 

~NS 

THE LEWIS GUN 
by f. David Truby 

Now in its second edition, this well
researched pictorial history chroni
cles one of the earliest and greatest 
light machine guns. Combat scenes 
realistically depict the horror 
wrought by Lewis' "Military Mower," 
which saw action in both world 
wars. Of special interest are the 
more than 70 photos of aircraft with 
Lewis guns mounted on them. 8'h x 
11, hardcover, photos, 216 pp . 

$29.95 

AK47: 
The Complete K•loshnil<av Fomily 

of Assault Rifles 
by Duncan long 

The Soviet AK47/ AKM assault rifle 
is tough and dependable, and has 
spawned many spinoffs worldwide. 
These rifles are now available in the 
U.S., but solid information on them 
is scarce. Learn about specs, ammo 
and more- find out why the AK47 
is the world's most widely used 
gun . S'h x B'h, softcover, photos. 
illus., 192 pp. $14.00 

THE RUGER 1022 
EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 

Now you can convert your Ruger 
1022 into a selective-fire weapon 
that can fire over 1 ,000 rounds per 
minute. Build the parts that will trans
form your Ruger 1022 to full auto
without modifying the receiver or 
trigger housing. Over 60 explicit 
photos, machinist's drawings and 
full-scale templates accompany the 
detailed instructions. 9 x 12, soft
cover, i llus., 96 pp. $15.00 

IMPROVISED EXPLOSIVES 
How to M;iike Your Own 

by Seymour Leeker 
From a former top explosives expert 
with the Israeli Army comes a man 
ual that presents ten simple yet 
powerful formulas for explosives 
and incendiaries that give the basis 
for making bombs, booby traps and 
mines. Learn to obtain or make the 

..._....,_=rl!I needed chemicals. or get substi
tutes. For information only! SV2 x 8112, 

'--------' softcover, illus., 80 pp. $10.00 

iNcENOIARIES 

MAKE 
MY DAY! 

--'11'c--
RueeA .22 -nc-

'~ 
,........,......, ...... --- - ·-

~r ... · ··~- --~' ~ ... ~ 
fY A"°"'YMOUS' .: 

INCENDIARIES 
Advanced Improvised Explosives 

by Seymour Leeker 
Pound for pound, incendiaries can 
do more damage than explosives, 
due to their potential for major de
struction from minor effort. This 
book details the use of widely used 
industrial chemicals that burn with 
intense heat, covering oxidizers and 
ignition devices, safety and health 
hazards. For information only.' 51h x 
8'h. softcover, 64pp. illus. $10.00 

MAKE MY DAY! 
H•yduke's Best Revenge Techniques 

for the Punks in Your Life 
by George Hayduke 

Hayduke is back and meaner than 
ever with this all -new bag of bully
busting tricks. Hundreds of ideas 
from readers who ra llied to George's 
stirring cry ("Do unto others before 
they get unto you") fill this antic 
anthology that will amaze and amuse 
you. Make My Day! is intended for 
entertainment purposes only. 5112 x 
av,, hardcover, 224 pp. $17.95 

THE RUGER .22 AUTOMATIC PISTOL 
SIMKbrd/M<irl< t/M•rl< II Series 

by Duncan l ong 
Here is the definitive book about 
the pistol that has served more than 
a million owners so well . Exploded 
diagrams show how to field-strip 
and reassemble with a minimum of 
fuss, and photos illustrate varia
tions, modifications and accessories 
for one of the most popular .22 
automatics ever made. S'h x 8'h, 
softcover. photos, illus .• 168 pp . 

$12.00 

NEW t.D. IN AMERICA 
Want one more chance at life- with 
a "clean slate?" Trade in your old 
identity for a new start. Here is a 
step-by-step guide to creating a 
totally new you- with a birth certifi
cate, passport, driver's license. 
Social Security number-all you 
need for breaking with your past. 
51h x 8112, softcover, illus., 120 pp. 

$15.00 

OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 
, ............. . 
t PALADIN PRESS ~ Call TOLL FREE for credi1 card o rders : 

I I P.O . BOX 1307- SCA lliilll 1-800-642-8300, ext. 24. Call 24 hours a 

m day, 7 days a week. Call from any state 
I BOULDER, CO 80306 bu1 Alaska. Send $1 .00 for SO-page I .M Phone (303) 443-7250 CATAL0G o f3001i1les( free wi1horder.) 

HOME WORKSHOP SILENCERS 
VOL I ... $12.00 

UDT EXPLOSIVES 

IMPROVISED RADIO DETONATION 
TECHNIQUES . . . . . . ... $10.00 

SNIPER! SNIPER! 

I 
I I Please send me lhe following lilles: I 

I ~~~~~• 

TECHNIQUES .... $ 8.00 
CREDIT: THE CUTTING 

EDGE ....... ........... . . $19.95 

VIDEOTAPE ........ $39.95 
B & E: A TO Z- HOW TO GET 

IN ANYWHERE, ANYTIME 
FIREARMS FOR SURVIVAL . $16.95 
SHOCK SENSITIVE INDUSTRIAL 

MATERIALS: ADVANCED 
IMPROVISED EXPLOSIVES 
VOL 2. $ 8.00 

SPECIAL FORCES COMBAT 
FIRING TECHNIQUES ........ $19.95 

UNDERCOVER OPERATIONS: 
A MANUAL FOR THE PRIVATE 
INVESTIGATOR .............. $ 8.00 

VIDEOTAPE . $99.95 
MAKE 'EM PAY! ULTIMATE 
REVENG~ TECHNIQUES 
FROM THE MASTER 
TRICKSTER .............. .. $17.95 

MANUAL OF THE MERCENARY 
SOLDIER ... ... .............. $19.95 

COMBAT AMMUNITION . $19.95 
MINl-14 EXOTIC WEAPONS 

SYSTEM $15.00 

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE - DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

·------------· I Payment: 0 Check or Money Order, D VISA, 0 MasterCa rd . 

I 
Ca rd No. ----------------hp. --- SU BTOTAL ----- I 
NAME ------------- --------- Please include I 

I 
$3.50 postage 

ADDRESS --------------------- and handling _____ I 
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STOP 

Thumbusting! 
"E-Z" Loading High 
Capacity Magazines 

$14.97 each Patent # 4,509,283 

14 rounds for Ruger MK I & II* 
That's 40% greater capacity than 
factory original. Item MAK1214 

12 rounds for Browning Huck
mark, Challenger II , and Ill. 
That's 20% greater capacity than 
factory original. Item MAB1213 

New polyca rbonate material fo r 
grea ter strength and easy round count. 

E asy loading 1 lb. constant force 
spring saves your thumbs. 
Ask yo u r dealer o r ca ll 800-888-0375 fo r 
order informa ti o n . Se nd $1.00 for EW 
1989 cata log a nd sec re t of reassemb li ng 
a R uger MK I o r II in 60 seco nds o r les s. 

G> RAM-LINE~INC. 
Suite 12H39 15611, W. 6th Ave. 

Golden, CO 80401 

24 

PISl'OLSMll'HING 
JOHN LAWSON 

VARIOUS ABRASIVES FOR PISTOLSMITHS 
PERFORM SEVERAL DIFFERENT FUNCTIONS 

There are two major categories of 
sharpening stones: natural and man

ufactured. Natural sto nes are quarried , 
cut and ground to finished shape. Manu
fac tured stones are made from several 
kinds and grades, o r gra nul a tion s , of 
abrasives, such as silicon carbide, alu
minum oxide, novaculite, borazon and 
diamond. 

These man-made "stones" may be de
signed for hand-held use, as bench stones 
or to be used under power in bench or 
hand grinders. 

Other useful categories of abrasives are 
rubbe r bo nded whee ls a nd cylinde rs , 
cloth or paper backed abrasives and dry 
powders that are imbedded into lead or 
bronze laps by rolling the dry powder be
tween the formed lap and a steel or iron 
plate. 

with aftermarket parts, sights , scopes or 
optical devices and fo r smoothing act ions 
as well as preparation fo r applying a new 
finish to the completed project. 

I have a small , o ne-man shop, but three 
toolpost grinders, three bench grinders, 
three hand grinders, and two polishing 
and buffing grinders are in daily use. I also 
have two fl exible shafts that are used once 
in a while fo r special grinding applications 
in re mo te loca ti o ns. A no th e r be nch 
grinder and a spare hand grinder are kept 
in my reloading room. A nd fi nall y, in a 
bottom drawer , are the rough castings fo r 
a Quorn too l and cutter grinder that gets 
an occasio nal few ho urs of attention when 
things get slow. 

But , that still isn' t the entire inventory 
of grinders. T he precision honing ma
chine nex t to my milling machine is a very 

Every shop has a profusion of hand stones, 
but very few can boast that their hand and 

bench stones are in the best condition. 
Probably, after hand and bench sto nes , 

the most fa miliar fo rm of grinding is in a 
pi sto lsmith ' s la th e us in g a too l pos t 
grinder, or in centerless grinders and sur
face grinding machines. 

Unlike a cutt ing tool, that can move or 
rotate in only one direction to remove a 
portion of the workpiece surface, abrasive 
stones can be moved in any required di
rection without degrading the keenness of 
the surface. The principle of a cutting tool 
is that a chisel-shaped edge compresses 
the material of the work 's surface , then 
shears away a chip or ribbo n. Using a fil e 
or a cutter in a backward manner will im
medi ately blunt the cutting edges. 

Use of an abrasive stone in the same 
application has an advantage : Many sharp 
abrading surfaces of a particul ar size and 
composition , usually bonded together by 
glue, ceramic clay or rubbe r, constantly 
fa ll away durin g use, prese ntin g new 
sharp surfaces to the work. While these 
new surfaces have occasionally to be trued 
with a di amond or a special truing device, 
it is not anywhere close to the chore that 
re-grinding and honing a cutter can be . 

The processes of grinding, honing, lap
ping and polishing literally wear away a 
portion of a workpiece by a combinati on 
of friction and scraping action of the abra
sive substance. 

Pistolsmiths use these processes con
stantly in fittin g or re-fitting handguns 

precise slow speed grinder that fi nishes 
parts to sizes of split ten-tho usandths with 
a surface regulari ty of three to fi ve micro 
inches. Honing parts with thi s machine re
sults in an imperceptible side-shake fit 
with a surface like a sheet of glass. 

Honing is a power process . In ternal 
mandrels that expand in a contro lled and 
even fas hi on as the machine 's contro l 
wheel is turned are fi tted with stones of 
varying grits down to po lishing grades. 
Honing will make a slightl y irregul ar ho le, 
i.e ., one that is barre l shaped , funnel 
mouthed , crooked or rough, in to a spot
on sized bore with a glasslike surface. 

Hand lapping will smooth bo res , but it 
will seldom correct the above mentioned 
faults. A split lap , having some method of 
expansion once it is grinding intern ally, 
and usually of bro nze or brass is used in 
many shops to fi ni sh cy lindrica l bores. 
The abrasive is imbedded in the lap's sur
face by rolling against dry abrasive pow
der or by the applica tio n of a pas te or 
slurry. 

External honing may be done in a la the 
or honing machine. The part to be honed 
is chucked and an extern al hone is fit ted 
with a special V shaped stone and a 
bronze V guide. A very accurate screw 
handle applies pressure to the stones as 
honing oil pl ays ove r the surface of the 
work. Both internal and ex tern al honing 
require that honing oil be pumped o nto 
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ORDER ORDER 

~ ~ 
BY FAX 

Our 24 Hr. FAX# is: 
BY PHONE 

314-446-1018 314-445~2400 

~ming ton. 
Rifle Bullets 

Bulk Packed 
NOTE: This is Nol Loaded Ammunnion. 

litldwly Ply• th• Po1la~ 
Items lollowed by • are W-W Brand 

Pw 100 Pw 500 
17 Cal. 25 Gr. HP ........ .. ........ . 6.95 ....... 29.95 
22 Cal. 40 Gr. SP ................... 6.55 ....... 28.15 
22 Cal. 45 Gr. SP ................... 6.55 ....... 28.15 
22Cal.45Gr. HP .................. . 6.55 ....... 28.15 
22 Cal. 50 Gr. HP ................... 6.65 ....... 28.90 
22 Cal. 50 Gr. PSP ................ 5.75 ....... 25.95 
22 Cal. 55 Gr. HP ................... 6.95 ....... 30.45 
22 Cal. 55 Gr. PSP ................ 5.20 ....... 25.75 
22 Cal. 55 Gr. PSP ' .............. 5.20 ....... 25. 75 
22 Cal. 55 Gr. FMJ ' ............. .4.50 ....... 17.50 
243/6mm 80 Gr. HP ............... 8.60 ....... 38.50 
243/6mm 80 Gr. PSP ............. 7.20 ....... 31 .80 
243/6mm 1()() Gr. PSP ........... 7.95 ....... 35.95 
25/20 Cal. 86 Gr. SP .............. 7 .35 ....... 32.95 
25 Cal. 87 Gr. HP ................... 8.85 ....... 39.95 
25 Cal. 100 Gr. PSP .............. 7.95 ....... 35.95-
25 Cal . 120 Gr. PSP .............. 8.95 ....... 38.30 
6.5mm 120 Gr. PSP ............... 8.95 ....... 38.60 
270 Gal. 100 Gr. PSP ............ 7.95 ....... 35.95 
270 Cal. 130 Gr. PSP ............ 8.95 ....... 39.10 
270 Cal. 130 Gr. Bronze P1 .. 13.95 ....... 62.10 
7mm 150 Gr. PSP .................. 9.50 ....... 41.95 
7mm 175 Gr. PSP .................. 9.95 ....... 44.45 
30/30 Cal. 150 Gr. SP ............ 9.20 ....... 40.25 
30/30 Cal. 170 Gr. SP ............ 9.55 ....... 42.40 
30Carbine110 Gr. SP ........... 5.95 ....... 26.70 
30 Carbine 110 Gr. FMJ ........ 5.95 ...... . 26.70 
30 Cal. 125 Gr. PSP ............ .. 8.95 ....... 38.75 
30 Gal. 147 Gr. FMJ ' ........... 8.30 ....... 37.25 
30 Cal. 150 Gr. PSP .............. 9.50 ....... 41.70 
30 Cal. 150 Gr. Bronze Pt.. .. 13.85 ....... 61.90 
30 Gal. 165 Gr. PSP .............. 9.75 ....... 43.10 
30 Cal. 180 Gr. RN SP ......... 10.10 ....... 45.10 
30 Cal. 180 Gr. PSP .... .. .... .. 10.10 ....... 45.10 
30 Cal. 180 Gr. Bronze Pt.. .. 14.25 ... .... 64.40 
32/20 Cal. 100 Gr. SP ............ 7.95 ....... 35.95 
45n0 Cal. 300 Gr. JHP ........ 13.65 ....... 57.10 
45170 Cal. 405 Gr. SP .......... 13.90 ....... 60.30 

lwZW1¥@ilft 
® 

~ming ton. 
Pistol and Revolver Bullets 
Nole: This is no! loaded arnmuniion 

lldway Ply• tho Postage 
Items followed by * are R-P Brand 

Per 100 Per 500 
25 Auto 50 Gr. FMJ • ............. 4.95 ....... 21.50 
32 Auto 71 Gr. FMJ' .......... ... 5.35 ....... 24.50 
380/9mm BB Gr. JHP ' ........... 5.75 ....... 26.50 
380/9mm 95 Gr. FMJ ............. 5.05 ....... 22.05 
9mm Lliger 115 Gr. JHP • ...... 6.65 ....... 28.95 
9mmLuger115Gr. FMJ ........ 5.40 ....... 24.80 
9mm Luger 124 Gr. FMJ ........ 5.40 ....... 24.80 
38 Super 130 Gr. FMJ ' ......... 5.95 ....... 27.25 
381357110 Gr. JHP ............... 5.50 ....... 25.50 
381357 125 Gr. JHP ............... 5.40 ....... 24.80 
381357 140 Gr. JHP ' ............. 6.70 ....... 29.50 
381357 158 Gr. JHP ............... 6.90 ....... 29.95 
41Mag.200 Gr. JHP ' ........... 9.15 .. ..... 41 .25 
41 Mag. 210 Gr. JSP ' ........... 9.35 .. .... .42.25 
44140 200 Gr. JSP ' ............... 8.50 ....... 39.10 
44 Mag. 180 Gr. JHP ' ........... 8.60 ....... 39.95 
44 Mag. 240 Gr. JHP •..... : ..... 9.90 ....... 43.85 
45 Auto 185 Gr. JHP •........... 9.30 ....... 43.25 
45 Auto 185 Gr. Match• ........ 9.30 ....... 43.25 
45Auto230 Gr. FMJ .............. 9.20 ...... .41.45 

Please 1'ole our Neu Address 

For over 40 years, RCBS dies have been the 
most popular reloading dies in the world. All 
RCBS dies feature improved steel locking 
rings for tighter control over precise align
ments. Sizer dies for bottleneck cases are 
made IO absolute precise head space tolerances. 
Carbide Sizer dies have a ring of diamond
lapped tungsten carbide in the mouths, elimi
nating the need for case lube. RCBS dies are 
definitely standards for the industry. We slOCk 
115 different calibers ofRCBS dies. From 17 
Remington to 50nO, from 25 AulOmatic to 45 
Long Colt, we' ll have the dies you'll need. 

We Carry Most ml) Products. 
Call or write for our catalog. 

1410 22 Cal. 52 Gr. HPBT Match ....... $9.25 
1530 6rnm 85 Gr. HPBT ..................... 10.90 
2200 30 Cal. 168 Gr. HPBT Match ..... 15.30 
8360 381357158 Gr. JHP ..................... 9.35 
8600 44Mag. 180GR.JHC ................ 11 .75 
8610 44 Mag. 240 Gr. JHC ............ ..... 12.50 

We carry the full Sierra line. 
Call or write for our catalog. 

Hz::!!r.mff ,r 
Box of 100 

22 Cal. 50 Gr. SXSP .................... 7.80 
22 Cal. 52 Gr. BTHP Match ......... 8.90 
22 Cal. 55 Gr. SXSP .................... 7.80 
9mm 115 Gr. JHP .......... .............. 7.95 
381357 125 Gr. JHP ........ ............. 8.55 

MIDWAY 
Your Reloading Headquarters 

Everything Postpaid to the Pnmi·n,a1.on. 
First 48 States .L ~· ~i1 

We also stock these quality 
product lines_ 

Call or write for our catalog. 

~~ Lyman~~ 

flEDDING I 
Midway 

Your Reloading Headquarters 

Midway's Brass 
Tumbler 

oil 

New Unprimed Rifle Brass 
All Rifte Brass jg Remington except 

220 Swift which jg Winchester 
Nole: This is no! loaded arnmuniion 

Midway Plys tho Po1tago 
Bulk Packed Per 100 Per 500 
17 Rem ....... ... ............. ...... ... 19.25 ....... 79.30 
22 Hornet .... ... ............... ....... 12.50 ....... 46.50 
22 Remington Jel .... ............. 12.80 ....... 48.70 
221 Rem. Fireball ...... ........... 17.25 ....... 69.45 
222 Remington .......... .. ......... 15.00 ....... 60.95 
223Remington .. .......... ......... 16.50 ....... 65.95 
222 Rem. Mag ..................... 16.40 ....... 66.05 
22-250 Remington ............... 17.95 ....... 74.25 
220 Swift .............................. 20.70 ....... 87.70 
243 Winchester ................ .. .. 18.95 ....... 77.25 
6rnm Remington ................. .. 19.25 ....... 80.70 
25/20 Winchester ................. 12.80 ....... 48.70 
257 Roberts ......................... 19.25 ....... 80.70 
250 Savage .............. ...... ...... 20.80 .. ..... 87.65 
25/06 Remington .................. 20.80 ....... 87.50 
6.5 Rem Mag ....................... 24.20 ..... 104.85 
264 Win. Mag . ............ .. ........ 24.20 ..... 105.40 
270 Winchester .................... 19.95 ...... . 84.50 
7mm Mauser (7x57) .......... ... 20.80 ....... BB.20 
7mm Bench Rest ............... ,.26.65 ..... 114.40 
7mm/08 Remington .............. 20.80 ....... 87.95 
280 Remington ..................... 20.80 ....... 88.75 
7mm Rem. Mag ............... .. .. 24.20 ..... 105.15 
30 M1 Carbine ..................... 10.95 ...... .41 .20 
30 Remington ....................... 17.35 ....... 71.05 
30/30 Winchester ................. 16.75 ....... 67.75 
300 Savage ........ .................. 20.80 ....... 88.20 
30/40 Krag ...... .. ................... 19.95 ....... 84.50 
308 Winchester ............. .. .. ... 20.60 ....... 87.30 
30/06 Springfield .......... ........ 19.95 ....... 84.50 
300 H&H Mag ...................... 26.50 ..... 116.20 
300 Win. Mag ....................... 25.70 ... .. 112.55 
303 British .............. .............. 20.25 ....... 85.50 
32/20 Winchester ........ ... ...... 12.80 ...... . 48.70 
32 Win. Spl ............... ........ .... 17.35 .. .. ... 71 .30 
8mm Mauser (8x57) .......... ... 20.80 ....... 88.20 
8mm Rem. Mag ................. .. 26.50 .. ... 116.45 
338 Win. Mag ....................... 25.05 .. ... 109.30 
35 Remington .. ... .................. 20.80 ....... 87.65 
35 Whelen ............................ 20.80 ...... . 87.50 
350 Rem. Mag ..................... 25.20 ..... 109.45 
375 H&H Mag . ..................... 28.85 ..... 127.50 
444 Marlin .......................... .. 24.20 ..... 103.30 
45n0 Government ............... 26.80 .. ... 115.55 

Every reloader needs a brass tumbler to clean 458 w M 
We carry most Hornady Products. fiired b be

, I . in. ag ..... .................. 28.85 ..... 126.95 
rass 1ore re oadmg. Clean cases 

Call or write for our catalog. won't scratch your resizing die, will make MIDWAY (UNPRIMED) BRASS 

381357 158 Gr. JHP ..................... 8.85 

2240 
2249 
2260 
3554 
3571 
3575 

i---~jiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii'"....;;~--1 case inspection easier, and will allow your Al Midway brass is,,,,... USA Manufacture with 
~ ~::'::': ! reloads IO look as good as they shoot Our Midway Headstamp 
~ .!.::!,::::!,::::!,: ~ 1288 Tumbler is made entirely in the U.S .A. Note: This is no! loaded arnmuniion 

Box of 100 and offers tremendous savings over compa- Midway Paya the Postage 

1047 22 Cal. 55 Gr. SP .............. ........... 7.45 rable models by O!her manufacturers. Bulk Packed 
2022 30 Cal. 150 Gr. BTSP ................ 12.70 Model 1288 (lO' Cleaning Bowl) $74•95 Items followed by* are R-P Brand 
4013 381357 125 Gr. JHP ..................... 8.55 Per 100 Per 500 
4211 38/357158 Gr. JHP ..................... 8.85 Cleaning Media 25 Auto· ................................ 7.95 ........ 34.40 

We carry the full Speer line. Ground Com Cob ........ lS# Box ............. $14.95 32 Auto· .................... ... ......... 8.10 ........ 35.40 
Call or write for our catalo _ Ground Walnut Hulls ... l8# Box .. ........... $17.95 32 S&W Long' ................ .. .... 8.10 ........ 35.70 

t-::O-rd'f'-e-:'rin-g"-=1-ns;.;.tr;.;.u;.;.ct-:'-10.;.;ns-=;.;...;;.==-....1...::M=in:::.i.:.:m=u:.:.m=O;;;..:::r:::..d:.=:e::..r""$=2;;..is~.0~0-1 380 ACP ................................ . 8.80 ........ 36.50 
9mm Luger ............................. 8.80 ........ 36.50 

Method of Payment: MasterCard, Visa, Cashiers Check, Money Order, UPS/CODCash. Per- 38 Special .............................. 8.40 ........ 34.90 
sonal and Company checks welcome;we reserve the right to hold the order until your check clears. 357 Magnum .......................... 8.70 ........ 36.95 

~~~~;;~;,s~~~~~~;,9:~~;~:~~.~~ :ha;r~;:; ~~~;~1~~;~~~~d via UPS to the first : ~e~;·:::::::::::::: ::::::: : ::: : : : : :: :: ::::::::::::~ 
48 States. UPS is always preferred. UPS Next Day and 2nd Day delivery is available at extra 357 Maximum• .................... 10.50 ........ 46.75 
charge. Parcel Post is available~ you request. We do not ship Parcel Post C.O.D. Alaska, Hawaii 
and Canada cost extra, please call or wrrte. 1 Omm Auto ···················· ······ · 11.80 ········ 56.80 
Sales Tax: Residents of Missouri must include 4.98% sales tax. 41 Magnum ························ ·· 11.75 ········ 51.30 
Mall Order Only: Please, No customer Pickups. 44140 Win. ' .............. ........... 13.25 ........ 61 .95 
Prices, Policies and Terms: Subject to change wnhout notice. 44 Special ···························· 11.75 ........ 51 .30 
Overpayments: H for some reason you send too much money or we are out of stock on an rtem 44 Magnum .......................... 11.40 ........ 49.95 
and you request no backorder, we will send you a credit memo called "Midway Money". You can 45 ACP ................................ . 10.95 ........ 47.30 
redeem this by phone or mail on your next order. or at your request, we will replace rt with a check. 45 Long Colt... ...................... 11 .40 ........ 49.95 
Federal Firearms License no longer required. 45 Auto Rim• .................. ..... 11.25 ........ 4&.85 
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We just turned 
your living room 

into a target range. 
TARGET RANGER gives you 
the freedom to practice 
anytime, anywhere with your 
own handgun! 

The heart of the TARGET RANGER 
system is an electronic cartridge 
that fires a beam of 
light from your gun 
to the target faster 
than a live bullet. It 
will last 50,000 firings 
or more. 
Your handgun 

Infrared Beam 

\ 
AdJUSt~le Lens Assembly 

light· 
Sensitive Target 

Registers 
Bull's·eye ! 

ON Indicator 
HIT Indicator 
Bull's-eye 
ON Switch 

-
operates exactly as it does with 
live ammo. The firing pin strikes 
the cartridge and the target lights 
up when you hit a bull's-eye. 
Now there's no need to travel to a 
range or buy costly ammunition 

and targets. No w ear 
or damage to your 
gun, no need to 
w ear ear protectors. 
AndTARGET 
RANGER is 
completely safe. 
Firing-Pm Act ivated 

Practice With 
Your Own 

Handgun Anytime, 
Anywhere! 

I 

Practice in the office! Practice outdoors I 

:pa D~ .. U&ul!m=!! 
a niiiiiUii.m ~-•liUm.a= 
Try TARGET RANGER without risk. 
Mail the coupon below or call 
TOLL-FREE: 
1-800-274-2769 

Dur able Carrying Case 
Holds and Protects 
Complete Systeml 

----------------------·~ ~--· I want to try 0 Check or Charge my credit card: 
.... nn....iED. Ufg!IR money order enclosed. 0 MasterCard 0 Visa 
& ....Ulil ~Ulil !CT residents add 7.5% sales tax) 

Without risk! Card No. . 

AH89 

Send TARGET RANGER for a 30-day trial 
without risk. My enclosed full payment 
of only S 195.00 will be refunded at once 
if I am not completely satisfied with 
TARGET RANGER. 

Name 

Address 

Cit 

State Zi 

Ex . Date 

Signature 

IMPORTANT: Please provide this information on your handgun. 

Make 

Model 

Ca liber: 0 9mm 0 .38/.357 0 .45 ACP 
Barre l Length ____ incties. 

Mail To 

NU:iEct< PO. Box 540. 
Chester. CT 0641 2 

the work ahead of the stones. The . pur
pose of the oil is to ca rry away the fine 
pieces of abraded work and particles of 
stone that wear away. 

A large settling tank o r filter cleans the 
oil for re-circul ation and protects the oil 
pump fro m premature wear. It is usually 
a simple matter to set up a lathe fo r ex ter
nal honing, but a honing machine must be 
used fo r internal ho ning, due to the neces
sity fo r a very precise method of stone 
expansion. For this reason, lathes are 
most oft en used to turn work for internal 
lapping with shop-made special laps. This 
kind of laps ra nge from abrasive cloth 
wound around a piece of steel rod to spe
cial screw expanding barrel shaped fix
tures whose complexity and accuracy is 
limited only by a pistolsmith 's imagination. 

Every shop has a profusion of hand 
stones , but ve ry few shops can boast that 
their hand and bench stones are in the 
best condi tion. T here is a kn ack to using 
a hand stone : lt must be carefull y pre
pared when it is fi rst used by soaking in a 
reasonable amo unt of honing oil or kero
sene . Some workers use plain water with 
excellent results . Keep a small amount of 
oil, kerosene or wate r o n the working sur
face to carry away the particles and keep 
the stone cutting properly. If you neglect 
the lubricatio n, the stone will load up and 
not cut properl y. O n the other hand , too 
heavy a pressure may groove the stone's 
surface or cause it to glaze. 

When a stone has been in use fo r a time , 
it should be cleaned thoroughly with ker
osene and a wire brush , then re-oil ed 
lightly. Never leave your stone in any liq
uid fo r very long. An occasional stroke 
against a large piece of fla t steel that has 
been lightly oiled after cleaning will help 
maintain a true fl at surface. 

Wheel cutters should be trued with a 
diamond or a hardened steel trueing de
vice before each use . Use a firm , but mod
erate , press ure an d ma ke a bso lute ly 
certain that the guards and work guide are 
in their proper positions. Never leave a 
gap between the wheel face and the work 
guide larger than absolutely necessa ry fo r 
wheel clearance. lt is fa tall y- and I use 
the word advisedly-easy to jam a tool 
between a whee l face and a too loosely set 
guide , with ofte n disastrous results. 

If you are due fo r a new bench stone , 
you might want to take adva ntage of 
Larry Plitt 's special introductory offer to 
pi sto lsmith s. La rr y o wn s th e Orego n 
Abrasive & Mfg. Co ., 11303 N. E. 207th 
Ave . , De pt. A H , Brush P ra iri e , WA 
98606 (206) 892-1142 . 

He will send a 215/ 16" x 87/s" bench stone 
in any combinatio n of coa rse/medium , 
medium/fin e or fine /superfine in a nicely 
made aromatic cedar box with lid fo r 
$14. 78, UPS prepaid in the Lower 48. The 
fine/superfine is most often used by pis
tolsmiths, but if you are also a bladesmith , 
you might want to opt for one --M-
of the other combinations. ~ 
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ROC K 1 N1 ROL.L #1 
Fully Automa tic 

Machine Gun Fun 
The f inest, most informative 
machine gun videotape ever 
prod uced. The FB I, CIA, and 
LAPD all have it! Complete 
info on h istory, size, weight, 
cali be r, and characteri stics of 
UZI, M-16, AK-47, M AC-10, 
M INI 14, and over 15 more. 
45 m inutes $49.95 

RO CK 1N1 ROLL #2 
Mo re Guns, More Fun 

Popular demand for #1 crea
ted the need for thi s tape. 
Features 20 d iffe rent fu ll auto 
machine guns with field-strip
ping. THOMPSON, STE YR 
AUG, M -14, M60, M AUSE R 
BROOMHANDLE, BAR, MP-
40, and over 14 more. 
60 mi nutes $49.95 

DEADLY EFFECTS 
Wound Ballistics 

Shows wh at bull e t s d o to 
bodies. How to choose e ffec
tive handgun ammuniti on. 
The effects o f bu llet we ight 
and bu llet con figuration. Stop
ping power, energy transfer, 
penetrati on and incapacita
tion. From the p rod ucers o f 
Deadly Weap ons. 
Over 80 minutes. $95.00 

DEA DLY WEAPONS 
learn the truth about modern 
firearm s. W hat they will and 
wi ll not do. Compares different 
cal ibers shooting through glass, 
into ca r doors, at b ulletproof 
vest. even into auto fuel tanks! 
Thousands sold worl dwide. 
See fo r yourself w hy the KGB, 
FBI, CIA and hundreds o f 
police agencies have this tape. 
Over 100 minutes. $49.95 

•FLORDER MDEO 'ifii'800-942-TAPE 
presents In CA (619) 569-4000 

60 Minutes ~ to S/totJt 1a4 
AND ACCURATELY 

The fastest shooters in the world show you how 
to shoot fast and accurately. Complete how-to 
information on equipment, draw, grip, sight 
picture, trigger pull ... It's all here plus lots 
more. Professionally produced with slow
motion, graphics, music and aJ111pletIJ narration. 

$49.95 I 

HolidaY Special. 
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GREEN 
BERETS 

SENTR Y 
NEUTRA LIZA TI ON 

John Shaw 

--- ·-.::.-=:..:=..;:: 

PISTOL MASTERS 
Siglit picture, grip, trigger pull, 
stance, fype of gun and ammo, 
practice methods, mental coo-
centration ... it 's all covered 
in the best , pure " how-to" 
shoot combat pistol video 
ava ilable. Features Leatham , 
Enos, Barnhart. M cCormi ck, 
Plaxco, Joanne Hall , Spagnoli , 
W ilson and Chapman . 
60 minutes $49.95 

BOB MUNDEN 
The Fastest Gun To Ever Live 
In credible fast draw display 
with live ammo. Complete 
how-to for fanning and thumb
ing with Colt single action 
revolvers. Includes card spli t
ting wi th both pistol and rif le, 
aerial shootin g, gun sp inning 
and much, much more! 
7 5 mi nutes. $49.95 

GREEN BERETS 
Sentry Neutraliza tion 

Green Beret stealthing and 
killing techniques fo r takin g 
out enem y gua rd s and sen
trys. You can learn the no 
nonesense fight ing tech
niques of America's elite mi l
ita ry fighting corps. 
60 m inutes. $59.95 

JOHN SHAW 
COMBAT SHOTGUN 

Self Defense and 
Combat Com petition 

John Shaw is known world
wide as an excell ent firea rm s 
instructor. l earn all you need 
to know about combat shotgun 
shooting, sight picture, stance, 
gri p, rapid target acquisition , 
pum p vs. auto, chokes, p istol 
grips and much more. 
60 m inutes $49.95 

Buy any THREE 
Get One FREE!! 
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United States 

Marines 
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USPSA 

Nalional Championships 

U.S.M.C. FIREPOWER 
The most awesome d isplay 
o f modern batt le weapons 
ever recorded on videotape! 
See all the latest weapons 
carried and used by the U.S. 
M arin es at an actual milit~ 
demo in cluding the M1 6 , 
M-60 M 203 Grenade Lau~ 
er, 60mm and Bl mm Mortar, 
Mark 19 Automatic Grenade 
l auncher, LAV-25, and the M-
220 Echo Tow M issile Ststem 
plus lots more. Plenty of racer, 
impact and explosion scenes. 
90 minutes. $65.00 

FIRESTORM 
How to Handle & Fire 

Fully Autom atic Wea p ons 
Step-by-step demonstrat ions 
of submachine guns, assault 
rifles, light and heavy machine 
guns and more. Detailed in
formation, exp los ive act ion 
a:id exciting persona l exper
;ences by the most respected 
mi litary small arm s expert in 
the world today ... Peter Kokalis. 
60 minutes. $69.95 

THE STEEL CHALLENGE 
World Speed Shooting 

Championships 
The 1988 Steel Challenge 
Video features the fast and 
furious action of the most excit
ing pistol competiti on in the 
world. This videotape high
lights the "Super Squad " con
sisting of the fas test , most 
accu rate shooters ali ve. 
Complete p lay-by: play narra
tion, interviews with the top 
shooters, slow-motion replay, 
freeze frame and much more. 
60 minutes $49.95 

USPSA NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

IPSC Combat Pistol Compet#ion 
True combat pistol action fea
turing the best shooters in 
the world. W atch and learn 
as they go th rough the paces 
o f the most rea listi c combat 
courses ever designed. If you 
want to be a betler combat 
shooter this tape is a must. 
Profess ionally produced, fu ll 
color, slow mot ion. interviews 
and 1ots more. 
70 minutes $49.95 

MORE EXCITING VIDEOS 1'800-942-TAPE 
Anti-Terrori sm Weapons& Tactics . . . . $39.95 End o f Trail . ......... .. ... ...... . .. $49.95 
Navy Seals . .. . . . .... . ..... . . . . . . . . $39.95 NRA Bianchi Cup . . . ... .. ... . ...... $49.95 
Swat Tactics . . . .. . . . . ........ . . . .. $59.95 Steel Challange . . .. . ....... . . . . . ... $49. 95 
Concealed Weapons & Holste rs . $49.95 SOF 3-Gun Shool/Convention ...... $39.95 
Paint Ball Weapo ns & Tactics . . ..... $49.95 Second Chance Co mbat Shoot . . . ... $49. 95 
Woman's Guide To IPSC. ....... . . . $49 .95 Basics To Bullseye w/ John Pride .. .. $39.95 
Self-Defense fo r Wome n ...... . ... . $49.95 Rifle Shooting Techniques ... . ...... $39.95 
Metallic Cartridge Reloading .... .. . $49.95 How To Sharpe n Your Knife . ..... . . $39.95 
Millet Sights How To .............. $39.95 .45 Auto Pistol Video Manual. . . . .. . $39.95 

Call toll free to order and to ask about any tape in which you 
are interested. We'll be happy to answer all of your questions. 

In CA (619) 569-4000 
Please send me the fo llowing videos: 

Please incl ude $3.00 shipping and handling. 

MAiLDRDERViDEO ESEJ 
7888 OSTROW STREET. # A 0 SAN DIEGO. CALIFORN IA 92 111 
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1989 GUN DIGEST 1989 GUNS ILLUSTRATED 
~\ 

~\t 
43rd Edition 

Edited by Ken Warner 
Here's a sampling of this all-new edition of the 
world's biggest selling gun book: Duncan 
Long writes of Bill Ruger's own best loved gun 
design- the Ruger 22 autoloading pistol. Gad 
Rousing tells the story of John Ericsson. whose 
engineering when coupled with Dahlgren's 
guns. changed the course of naval warfare 
forever. R.L. Wilson on how it has once again 
become respectable to sell firearms through 
Park Avenue 's fashionable auction houses. 
Noted thriller writer Donald Hamilton returns to 
his once-favorite rifle hunting a fter a 15 year 
layoff. Bob Bell takes a look at why b ig-lensed 
scopes work so well in the dark. Holt Bodinson 
on the rediscovery of the old centerfire small
game rifle in the New Southwest. A huge 
catalog section contains the latest prices and 
specifications for all U.S. and imported firearms 
on the market today. Plus much more. 480 
8112" x 11 " pages. 

21st Edition 
Edited by Harold A. Murtz 
Cameron Hopkins looks at the 425 Express. 
which is designed to bridge the gap between 
the 375 Magnum and the 458 Winchester. 
Sam Fadala gives useful t ips for using the 
blackpowder shotgun. Oscar Tamenne 
reviews the French Model 1935 service p istols. 
The AMT Automag II. the fi rst truly successful 
autoloader chambered for the powerful 22 
WMR cartridge. is stud ied by Jim Gosnell. Rick 
Fines discusses Dr. Lemat's revolver-a unique 
and innovative firearm that just came a long 
a t the wrong time. Howard French on cast bul
lets. Jim Thompson examines copies and near 
duplicates of the old Colt Single Action Army 
Revolver. The originals a re collector's items. 
but thanks to Navy Arms replicas. we can now 
see just how well (or poorly) they shot . Much 
more. Plus our extensive cata log section of a ll 
U.S. and imported firearms on the market 
today. 320 8 12" x 11 " pages. 

#GD89 
s179s 

HANDGUNS'89 

#~9 
s1~9s 

All New 1st Edition 
By Wiley M. Clapp 
A brand new annual! The complete guide to 
what's happening now in the world of hand
guns, the ammo that feeds them and the over
all handgun scene. Testfire reports on the 
Beretta 92SB-F (M9). Ruger's new P-85. the 
Smith & Wesson Classic Hunter. Colt's lOmm 
Delta Elite and the Springfield Omega. Plus the 
Competition Browning. the Ruger GP-100 and 
the LAR Grizzly. Full coverage of the custom 
handgun world. Kerby Smith reports on hand
gun competition . Bob Davis on handgun hunt
ing the javelina . Ken Hackathorne , the 
authority, looks at defensive handgunning. 
Larry Kelley reviews a wheelgun for Africa. How 
to test your handgun. A photo essay on grips 
for the Colt 45 Auto. The outdoorsman and the 
Magnum era. An enlightened study of the Big 
Brawny. Colt's last big revolver. A review of 
handgun ammunition. Plus much more. 224 
8112" x 11 ' pages. 

METALLIC CARTRIDGE 
~~'\ R~~~~~~NG 

By Edward A. Matunas 
This all-new edition is a must for the how-to's of 
safe and successful metallic cartridge re load
ing. Includes a greatly revised and expanded 
data section covering nearly 100 popular 
cartridges as well as powders. bullet weights 
and optimum game loads. Step-by-step 
reloading in a photo intensive chapter. A look 
at why poor accuracy occurs and how to cor
rect the problems. A discussion on primers 
shows how they ' re made and how they should 
be handled. Selecting the right bullet. The work
ings of chamber pressure and how to interpret 
visual pressure signs. A review of brass cartridge 
cases and how to p roperly inspect cases for 
deterioration . A new approach to determining 
the optimum game weight for any load. Useful 
reloading accessories. Ways to avoid common 
reloading errors. 320 8112" x 11 " pages. 

#G~9 s1 :>gs 

ABC'S OF RELOADING 
~\t~\ 

4th Edition 
By Dean A. Grennell 
All-new edition of th is best selling guide fea
tures all the basics and more for the beginner 
and experienced re loader. Full coverage of 
handgun, rifle and shotshell reloading. Setting 
up a reloading bench and avoiding common 
mistakes. Shopping for components such as 
cases. powder, pr imers. bullets and shot. 
Coverage of bulletmaking from sizing and 
lubrication to swaging . Metallurgy of typical 
casting a lloys and possibilit ies for hardening 
the cast bullet. How to program an inexpen
sive pocket computer to generate your own 
ballistics tables . Sources for load data. 
Developing load data for cartridges on which 
no data is available. Techniques for testing for 
accuracy. Making your own reloading equip
ment. Used with the reloading manuals, the 
book will guide you into easy familiarity with the 
reloading process. All in Grennell' s inimitable 
style. 288 8112" x 11 "pages. 

KNIVES '89 
9th Edition 

Edited by Ken Warner 
This a ll-new edition examines a ll the hot and 
trendy knife designs. factory and handmade. 
A report on the burgeoning interest in knives as 
art in Norway and how it has carried Nor
wegian knives to new levels. The knives and ef
forts of Floyd Nichols. another in the Midwest's 
li neup of Wo rl d War II cu tle rs. are com
memorated from his journals. A discussion on 
use and abuse tests of knives. An appreciation 
of the last 20 years of progress in the one-at-a 

,.. time making of knives by hand. Standard fold
ing knives such as multi-b lades. working folders 
and fancy folders are examined. A continuing 
look at cable Damascus. The increasing 
popularity of miniature knife collecting . Stand
ard straight knives such as Bowles. fighters, 
hunters and daggers. A detailed photo index 
plus the single best state-by-state directory of 
sources for fine knives and accessories. Much 
more. 256 8112"x 11 " pages. 

28 SEE DETAILS ON FOLLOWING PAGES. 
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BEGINNER'S GUIDE 
~\ TO GUNS and SHOOTING 

~~ Revised Edition 
By Clair F. Rees 
Revised and expanded edition of the "How to" 
book for beginning shooters. The perfect 
teaching tool for America's youth. the future 
of our sport. or novices of any age. All the 
basics of understanding firearms. how they 
work and how to safely use them. Learn to 
shoot handguns. shotguns. rifles and oirguns. 
Proper care such as cleaning and storage. 
How to choose your first fi rearm.The basics of 
ba ll istics to give the reader a working 
knowledge of ammunition. Tips on hitting 
moving objects. How to use sights correctly. 
Target shooting with a shotgun. An overview 
on the history of guns. Handloading as a cost
soving a lternative to store-bought ammo. 
Safety and courtesy on and off the firing 
range. Plus a g lossary of specialized terms. 224 
8112" x 11 " pages. 

METALLIC SILHOUETTE 
SHOOTING 

2nd Edition 
By Elgin Gates 
When . where and how it a ll started. The first 
organized handgun silhouette competition 
and the 10th anniversary match. A history of 
the International Handgun Metallic Silhouette 
Association. IHMSA rules. guns and cartridges. 
reasons for its popularity. Outstanding records 
from the first twelve years of competition. 
Handloading for handgun silhouette. the only 
practical and economical way to compete 
in the sport. Over-the-counter. out-of-the-box 
factory production guns. Complete loading 
data for a ll silhouette revolvers by caliber. The 
outlook for the future of the sport. A history of 
the development and refinement of revolv
ers. Useful handgun tips. IHMSA handgun sil-

1:~
;2 houette rules for big bore .. 22 and field com-

$ 95 petition . and templates for IHMSA silhouette 
targets. 256 8112" x 11 · pages. 

BASS FISHERMAN'S 
DIGEST 

By Chris Christian 
All about America 's most popular gamefish: 
largemouth. smallmouth and spotted bass. 
Habitats . ranges. spawning. lifespans. How 
bass function in their environment; how the 
angler can use this to his advantage. Bass 
gear- rods. reels. lines. leaders. Popular knots. 
Closeup on boss boats. including how to set 
one up. Depthfinders. PH meters. color 
meters. Accessories: sun glasses. life vests. 
hook sharpeners. How to select. modify and 
retrieve lures-blade baits. p lastic worms and 
jigs. crank baits. topwater lures. finesse boits
p lus when . where and how they'll work best. 
Where to find bass in lakes. rivers. man-made 
reservoirs. How the pros use boss patterns to 
pinpoint depth and cover conditions bass are 
using. A basic how-to lesson on fly fishing for 
bass. trophy hunting tips and a look at the 
bass tournament boom. 256 81 h"x 11 " pages. 

AIR GUN DIGEST 
2nd Edition 

By J.I. Galan 
Everything from A to Z on air gun history. 
trends a nd technology. An in-depth look at 
t he basic air gun powerp lant types 
(pneumatic. spring-piston and C02). includ
ing recent variations in a ll three. Tips on select
ing an a ir gun. for the novice as well as the 
seasoned air gunner. Tips on air gun main
tenance . An overview of air gun ammo. An 
examination of hunting with a ir guns. con
sidering practical range. ballistics. caliber 
selection and the quarry. A report on the 
magnum air rifle . including its limitations and 
possible consequenc es of the quest for 
higher power levels in a ir guns. A peek a t the 
incredibly precise match air rifles a nd pistols. 
The air-soft gun and its uses. A report on 
paintball guns and their almost overnight 
popularity. A review of a ir gun safety. Plus a 
look at air g un competition from BB- guns to 
the Olympics. 256 81/2"x 11" pages. 

THE GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 

KNIVES 3rd Edition 
By Jack Lewis & Roger Combs 
All-new edition covers practically every 
aspect of the knife world. In-depth report on 
foreign and domestic knife manufacturers. A 
look at steel and its properties. including tech
niques of hardening. how it's formed. cut and 
sharpened in the factory . Plus a report on 
Damascus steel. An examination of the 
decorative aspects of knives such as scrim
shaw. engraving . etching. grinding. stamp
ing. coloring steel and handle materials. 
Detailed report on knife collecting p lus an in
depth look at the Swiss army kn ife. Special use 
knives such as fishing and skinning with a 
detailed look at fighting knives. A look at war 
knives including the Ka-Bar . parachute. 
sailors. pilot and CIA knives. An examination 
of the bayonet. Fuel for the controversy over 
the original knife used by Jim Bowie at the 
Alamo. Kn ives of the movies. Much more. 256 
81/2"x 11" pages. 

FLAYDERMAN'S GUIDE 
TO ANTIQUE AMERICAN 
FIREARMS ... And Their 

Values 4th Edition 
By Norm Flayderman 
This a ll-new edition lets you know which guns 
are hot and which are not with completely 
updated prices and historical information. 
3.585 models and variants are described with 
all marks and specifications for quick iden
tification . 2,790 firearms are individually 
priced with fu ll information on how to assess 
values. 1.495 large scale photographs ac
company model descriptions. No facet of an
t ique Amer ican arms collecting is 
short-changed; te lls how to identify. how to 
evaluate. how to build a viable. significant 
collection. A standardized numbering system 
is included. plus extensive cross referencing 
and indexing. And. each chapter or chap
ter sub-group has a b ibliography along with 
the author's comments. 624 81 H x 11 " pages. 

SEE DETAILS ON FOLLOWING PAGES. 29 
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HANDGUN DIGEST 
By Dean A Grennell 
A complete overview of 
handguns. Test-firing techni
ques and equipment. Hond
g u n hunting. A look at 
numerous guns and 
cartridges. Special applica
tions. Future trends. Much 
more. 256 pages. 
#HAND . . . . . . . $12.95 

HANDLOADER'S DIGEST 
11th Edition 
Edited by Ken Warner 
Top writers in the field con
tribute helpful information on 
techniques and components. 
Greatly expanded catalog of 
all currently available loading 
tools. chronographs and ac
cessories. 352 pages. 
#HD11 ....... $15.95 

GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 
FIREARMS ASSEMBLY/ 
DISASSEMBLY 
ByJ.B. Wood 
Field-stripping and complete 
tokedown and reassembly of 
201 popular firearms with 
photos and text describing 
each step. Each book contains 
288-320 pages. 
ORDER INDIVIDUALLY 

GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 
PISTOLSMITHING 
By Jack Mitchell 
Covers smooth ing. tuning . 
timing . joining. metal temper
ing . reborrelling , troubleshoot
ing . occurizing . installing & 
altering sights. making re
placement ports. Kits for a 45 
auto. rebuilding a junker pis
tol. 288 pages. 
#PIST . . . . . . . $12.95 

THE GUN DIGEST BOOK 
OF 9mm HANDGUNS 
By Grennell & Clapp 
Covers the cartridge and the 
guns that hove been mode 
for it in greater depth than 
any other work available. 
Side-by-side ammo testfire 
reports using the Beretto 
Model 92F. Evaluation of over 
50 guns. 256 pages. 
#9MM . . . . . . . $12.95 

GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 
HANDGUN RELOADING 
By Grennell & Clapp 
The reloading cycle from 
beginning to end. Topics in
clude: how to select tools. ter
minal ballistics of handgun 
cartridges. testing the reload 
and much much more. 256 
pages. 
#HR ....•... $12.95 

PART I: AUTOMATIC PISTOLS 
#ASSl . . . . . . . . $12.95 
PART II: REVOLVERS 
#ASS2 . . . $12.95 
PART Ill: RIMFIRE RIFLES 
#ASS3 . . ...... $12.95 
PART IV: CENTERFIRE RIFLES 
#ASS4 . $12.95 
PART V: SHOTGUNS 
#ASS5 . . . , $12.95 
PART VI : LAW ENFORCEMENT WEAPONS 
#ASS6 . $12.95 

RIFLESMITHING 
By Jack Mitchell 
Covers locking systems. 
proven designs . triggers . 
safeties. barrel rifling/crown
ing. bedding . bolt Jeweling. 
installing scope mounts and 
sling swivels . metallic rifle 
sights. stocks. forearms. more. 
256poges. 
#RIFL . . . . . . . $12.95 

COMBAT 
HANDGUN NERY 
By Jack Lewis & Jack Mitchell 
From the basics to competi
tion training and exercises. 
Coverage of the Bianch i 
Cup. the Steel Challenge 
and World Championships 
with diagrams and how to 
shoot courses. 288 pages. 
#COMB . . . . . . $12.95 

RELOADING FOR 
SHOTGUNNERS ,2nd Ed. 
Edited by R.S.L. Anderson 
Expanded. fu lly up-doted 
reloading tables and bushing 
charts for every major press 
and component maker. All
new articles. big Q&A sec
tion . Complete catalog of 
presses, components. and 
accessories. 256 pages. 
#RFS2 ...... $12.95 

HOME GUNSMITHING 
DIGEST, 3rd Ed. 
By Tommy L. Bish 
Repair. restoration, remodel
ing for every gun owner . 
Meta l: plating , inlaying. 
soldering . Wood: 1:;iluing , 
coloring. filling, finishing. 
Tools: choosing. sharpening. 
core. 256 pages. 
#HG3 . . . . . . . $12.95 

SHOTGUN 
GUNSMITHING 
By Ralph Walker 
One of the notion's premier 
shotgun specialists explains 
the principles and practices 
of repoirin1:;i . individualizing 
and occuriz1ng modern scot
terguns. Much here never 
covered before. 256 pages. 
#SHSM . . . . . . $12.95 

!~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~! 

BOLT ACTION RIFLES 
Revised Edition 
By Frank de Haas 
Definitive work covering all 
major designs since the 
Mouser of 1871. Detailed 
coverage of over 110 turnbolt 
actions-how they function . 
tokedown / ossembly . 
strengths & weaknesses . 
dimensional specs. 448 pages. 
#BAR . . . . . . . $14.95 

SHOTGUN DIGEST 
w 3rd Edition 

Edited by Jack Lewis 
How to improve your poss 
shooting. Reduce recoil. 
Select a shotgun for security. 
Reload for steel shot. Plus slug 
performance. Hunter's cloys 
and much. much more. 256 
pages. 
#SD3 . . . . . . . . $12.95 

GUN DIGEST TREASURY 
6th Edition 
Top articles from the first 40 
years of GUN DIGEST along 
with complete indexes to all 
editions of GUN DIGEST, 
HANDLOADER 'S DIGEST, 
GUNS ILLUSTRATED and GUN 
DIGEST HUNTING ANNUAL. 320 
pages. 
#GDT6 ....... $14.95 

THE TRAPPER'S 
HANDBOOK 
By Rick Jamison 
All the ins and outs of success
f u I trapping from making 
scent to marketing the pelts. 
Covers coyote. red and gray 
fox. skunk. opposum. badger. 
muskrat. mink. beaver and 
raccoon. 224 pages. 
#THB ....... $12.95 

TRAP& SKEET 
SHOOTING 
By Art Blatt 
Understandin the game. 
How to shoot d win . A look 

t today's mpetition shot-
s. Ho to improve scores 

t ru er tournament prep. 
Co le American 
tr & Skeet. Fully illustrated. 
2 pages. 
#SKEE • . . • • . $12.95 

THE COMPLETE GUIDE 
TO GAME CARE AND 
COOKERY 
By Sam Fadala 
Fodola 's unique approach 
covers everything from har
vesting and preparation to 
cooking and seNing. Learn to 
butcher. bone. con, smoke. 
age. but best of all, enjoy. 288 
pages. 
#GAME . . . . . . $12.95 

SEE DETAILS ON FACING PAGE. 

SUCCESSFUL DEER 
HUNTING 
By Sam Fadala 
Fodolo tells what hos worked 
best for him. covering 
habitat. hunting techniques. 
guns and equipment . 
butchering in the fields and 
preparing the hoNest for the 
table. 288 pages. 
#SDH . . . . . . . $12.95 

TURKEY HUNTER'S 
DIGEST 
By Dwain Bland 
A complete no-nonsense 
approach to hunting all five 
subspecies by America's top 
wild turkey hunter and guide. 
Hunting techniques. photog
raphy . taxidermy, trophy 
hunting . recipes. much 
more. 256 pages. 
#THO ....... $12.95 
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THE GUN DIGEST BOOK 
OF ASSAULT WEAPONS 
Edited by Jack Lewis 
A detailed analysis of assault
type weapons . including testfire 
reports of the latest full and 
semi-autos: centerfires. rimfires 
and shotguns . Plus design 

~ trends and new philosophies, 
more. 256 pages. 
#AW . . .. ... . $12.95 

MILITARY SMALL ARMS CARTRIDGES OF 
OF THE 20TH CENTURY THE WORLD 
5th Edition b~~~~~ 5th Edition 
By Ian V. Hogg & John Weeks By Frank C. Barnes 
New pistols, sub-machine guns. Completely up-dated. this en-
bolt action rifles, anti-tank rifles cyclopedic work covers the 
and machine guns, inc. USSR dimensions. pe rformance 
ASK SMG. FN BGM-15s WA 2000 parameters. physical charac-
Sniping rifles . Browning 's DA teristics for over 1,000 different 
Compact pistol. 304 pages. cart ridges in one well-or-
#MSAS . . . . . . $16.95 ganized book. 416 pages. 

#COWS . . . . . . $16.95 
THE GUN DIGEST BOOK GUN COLLECTOR'S MODERN 

~~-'Im OF MODERN GUN VALUES DIGEST LAW ENFORCEMENT 
~ 6tl1 Edition 4th Edition WEAPONS & TACTICS 

By Jack Lewis Edited by Joseph J. Schroeder By Wiley M. Clapp 
Updated and expanded edi- Discussions on Nagant revolv- An in-depth look at weapons. 
tion of the book that's become e rs. the original Mauser KAR9B. equipment and tactics used by 
the standard for v a 1 u in g muzzleloading cannons. History law enforcement agencies. Ex-
modern firearms. Covers the of the modern bayonet. Fakes. amines basic guns and special 
current values of all non-military gun importing problems. impor- situation weapons & equ,p-
guns introduced from 1900- tance of condition. Photo es- ment. 256 pages. 
l9B5. 44B pages. says. Much more. 224 pages. #MLEW ...... $13.95 
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POWDER HANDBOOK POWDER LOADING OF ONE! HERE'S HOW! 
By Sam Fadala MANUAL 
Everything from proper lubes By Sam Fadala Buy one of the DBI books shown in this ad and get 
and rifl ing twist to do-it-yourself Extensive load table data on another DBI book FREE! 
accessories. Plus surefire load- the most popular black pow- (a) Buy any book(s) in this ad at retail price. 
ing methods, ballistics. safety. derguns.plusarticlesontheim- (b) For each book you buy, you may select a 
succ essful shooting tips. 320 portance of the patch. second book from this ad of the some price or 
pages. propellants. much more. 224 less FREE! 
#BPHB ... .. . $12.95 pages. (c) We pay all the postage and handling costs. 

#BPLM · · · · · · $13.95 (d) This offer is rest ric ted to purchases made by 
---------------<------------------! mail order from this ad only. 

ARCHER'S DIGEST 
4th Edition 
Edited by Roger Combs 
The latest techniques. equip
ment and accessories for 
bowhunting. field archery. tar
get shooting , silhouette and 
flight shooting. Plus index of 
equipment manufacturers. 256 
pages. 
#AD4 . . . . . . . $12.95 

COMPLETE GUIDE TO 
BOWHUNTING DEER 
By Chuck Adams 
Covers equipment, basic and 
advanced shooting techni
ques. Plus common animal be
haviors and habitats. stalking. 
sti llhunting . hunting from stands. 
field care and tips on improving 
accuracy. 256 pages. 
#BOWD . . . . . . $12.95 

BOWHUNTER'S DIGEST 
2nd Edition 
By Chuck Adams 
This edition presents both the 
basic skills and subtleties of 
bringing down game on the 
hoof or wing. Covers all the 
necessary equipment and how 
to use it. plus the fine points to 
improve your skills. 2BB pages. 
#BOW2 . . . . . . $12.95 

CROSSBOWS 
Edited by Roger Combs 
From basic history and 
mechanics to expansive 
coverage of major manufac
turers and importers. including 
specs and photos. Covers both 
hunting and target shooting. 
accessories as well as legisla
tive trends. 192 pages. 
#CROSS . . . . . $10.95 
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LEVINE'S GUIDE TO KNIFE VALUES 
By Bernard R. Levine 

~-miiillm Organized like a field guide, this revolutionary book identifies and values almost 
every knife of every type including custom and handmade through cross-referenc-

'lfili:Rllll"":.I• ing pictorial keys and brand lists for folders. and pictorial identification for fixed 
blades. Alphabetical listing of brands including location. dates and value of each 
one. Translations of foreign words found on knives. Histories of major brands. Major 
bowie section. Extensive coverage of fore ign, exotic, primitive. commemorative 
and limited editions. Helpful info on buying and selling knives for profit and enjoy
ment, the resale market. preservation and storage. o rganizing and displaying a col
lection, and spotting fakes. Plus list of specialist dealers. 4BO pages. 
#LGKV ... ... . $19.95 

HOLIDAY 
SPECIAL 

GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 
SPORTING DOGS 
By Carl P. Wood 
Training p hilosophies. kennel
ing . yard b reaking. problem 
dogs. care and feeding . 
Covers foxhounds. coon 
hounds and othe.r treeing 
b reeds. beagles. f lushing 
b reeds. retrievers and squirrel 
dogs. 256 pages. 
#DOG . . . . . . . $11.95 
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GUN LEGISl.Jl l'ION THE NRA 
REPORT 

J. WARREN CASSIDY 

NRA HELPS GEORGE BUSH WIN BIG, BUT 
MARnAND LOSS IS NOT CATASTROPHIC 

We are pleased to introduce a new column 
on firearms legislation to appear regularly 
in each issue of American Handgunner. 
Th e new column, Gun Legislation: The 
NRA Report, will be authored by several 
prominent leaders from the National Rifle 
Association of America, the foremost pro
gun organization in the country . Writers 
will include Wayne LaPierre, Executive 
Director of the NRA 's Institute for Legis
lative Action; James Baker, Governmental 
Affairs director; and Ted Lattanzio, direc
tor of State and Local Affairs. We are 
proud to fea ture in the first column the 
words of another of our column's regular 
writers, Executive Vice President of the 
NRA, J. Warren Cassidy . 

W hile the Maryland handgun ban law 
serves as a national a larm as to 

what can happen , the National Rifle As
sociation of A merica does not believe the 
law wi ll spread like a disease to other 
states. Voters in one state are not influ
enced by the actio ns of a legislative body 
in another. As a former mayor , I know 
fi rst-hand that local att itudes will a lways 
prevail. 

Maryland is one of on ly seven states 
without a constitutional provision guar
anteeing the right to keep and bear arms. 
And although NRA act ivis ts will be on 
the lookout this year fo r bills to ban the 
manufacture and sa le of handguns , such 
measures would have a to ugher time in 
other states. The NRA is confident our 
members and the public would beat back 
similar campaigns e lsewhere. 

Maryland voters were swayed to retain 
this law by what the lawmakers claimed 
the law intended to do , rather than by 
what the law actuall y said. With the law 

set to take effect in 1990, the NRA will 
work this year to correct the numerous 
errors lawmakers have conceded the law 
contains. We will work to see that the law 
is " fixed" as Maryland legislato rs prom
ised. 

Measuring political victories fo r gun 
owners , Maryland was the exception to 
NRA in November elections: 

*The NRA is especia ly proud of its 
work to help George Bush win his way 
into the White House. We invested heav
ily in radio ads, bumper stickers and mail
ings attacking Michael Dukakis' political 
track record against law-abiding fi rearm 
owners. And we can ' t recall a presidential 
candidate who so proudly used his sup
port of gun owners' rights as a major cam
paign theme as did President-elect Bush. 

*With NRA support for the Nebraska 
Sportsmen's Ri ght s Co mmittee , Ne
braska became the forty-third state to 
guarantee its citizens the right to keep and 
bear arms. In a statewide referendum , 
voters adopted a constitutional amend
ment by a lmost a two-to-one margin. 

•A tough anti-crime measure , backed 
by the NRA , is now law in Oregon. We 
helped a citize n ' s group , Oregoni a ns 
Against Crime, pass a state question to 
deny probation , paro le or temporary 
leave to violent , repeat felons . Voters ap
proved the measure by more than three
to-one. 

*Fifteen NRA-endorsed U.S. Senate 
and 120 NRA-backed Congressional can
didates are starting new terms in the lOlst 
Co ngress to he lp protect sportsme n ' s 
rights. 

*Four governors and dozens of other 
state candidates also backed by the NRA 
are beginning new terms in state govern-

v\JletaQoy 91idustl!Les. 91tc. 
THE METALOY 

HARD CHROME FINISH 
-Phenomenal molecular bond, will 

not chip or peel 
-Extremely hard satin finish 

(R/C 70) 
-Super lubricity 
-Excellent protection against rust 
-All internal and external parts 

processed 

METALOY INDUSTRIES, INC. 
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Berryville , Ark: 72616 
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ments across the country. 
Supporting these campaigns was expen

sive. But the cost of freedom is never 
cheap. 

Whether it was the millions of dolla13 
we supplied to try to ove rturn tne hand
gun ban law in Maryland , or :i $200 
contribution to a certain state represen
tat ive 's reelection bid , every expense is 
important when it comes to protecting the 
rights of firearm owners. 

NRA members and othe r honest gun 
owners do not contribute mo ney fo r us to 
put in the bank to earn interest. They 
make donations so that we can chan nel 
the funds exactly as we did in the recent 
elections: To try to repeal an ineq uitable 
and unenforceable handgun ban in Mary
land , to guarantee firearm rights in Ne
braska , to keep repeat offenders in 
Oregon behind bars where they belong, 
to help elect a pro-gun president , and to 
support a host of other national and state 
candidates. 

One likely piece of fa llout from Mary
land will be the hesitancy of politicians to 
take on pro-gun fo rces when they see the 
popularity loss that Maryland Governor 
William Donald Schaefer suffe red by 
backing the state's handgun ban. Even 
though he was a popular governor until 
this vote , almost half of the state's voters 
disagreed with him on the need for such a 
ban. We are confident they will disagree 
with him in his anticipated reelection bid 
next year. 

The people of Maryland fo ught the 
combined might of the political establish
ment and Maryland's news media , which 
openly campaigned for the handgun ban. 
After seeing the valiant effort to try to 
repeal the law via statewide ballot , I have 
nothing but the deepest respect and ad
miration fo r those who tried to keep the 
Free State free. 

This year , the NRA will work to block 
a ny new measures in the s tates that 
wrongfully restrict lawful access to fire
arms. We also will start firearm rights 
campaigns in the seven states lacking the 
constitutional provision for this important 
part of American tradition. 

We believe the handgun ban law in 
Maryland could prove beneficial if it gets 
the attention of firearm owners nation
ally. And the NRA may ask for your help 
this year if symptoms of this ....... 
disease pop up elsewhere,. ~ 

Mr. Cassidy is Executive Vice President of 
NRA, an avid hunter, and a longtime fire
arms advocate. The NRA is a not-for
profit organization dedicated to support
ing your right to keep and bear arms 
through its lobbying, education and pro
motional programs. Membership is $20 
per year and includes a subscription to The 
American Rifl eman or The American 
Hun ter. For more information, please 
write to the NRA at 1600 Rhode Island 
Ave., N. W. , Washington , DC, 20036. 
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HANDGUNNING HINTS 
Bennett Viken and Robin Sutton 

Attitude and Learning the Bellygun 

f-7GENT 

l . Beginning shooters may find that 
the snub nosed revolver presents 
special problems in learning to fire it. 

2. It's a potent pop in a small package. 3. A beginner may want to replace the 
factory grips with fat , after-market 
grips to absorb recoil and improve 

_, control of the gun. After you 've 
mastered the bellygun, you can re
install the factory grips to regain the 
concealability that has given this 
weapon its nickname. 

4. It is important to shoot this gun with 5. Adopt a positive, even defiant, 
confidence. Apply the principles of attitude to the effects of muzzle flash 
karate and extend the gun to push the and recoil. Your attitude will diminish 
bullet through the target. their effect. 

6. Two hands work well. Choose an 
aggressive stance until you have 
thoroughly mastered the gun. 

:·; / j ; 
J .•' ' 

i . .... ~., 

7. Keep your fingers away from the 
end of the muzzle and out of the way 
of cylinder flash. 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER •MARCH / APRIL 1989 

8. Develop a strong, positive attitude 
in learning to shoot the snubnosed 
revolver. You'll be rewarded with a 
fun plinker and a good friend in 
the night. 

© Bennett Viken and Robin Sutton 1989 
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The AYOOB rILIS 
A BE.ACTIVE SHOT: 

THE lVIA1lK BBAITRAM CASE 
Situation: Someone's beating 
the tar out of you. You 
reflexively reach for your gun. 
You shoot your attacker. 

Lesson: You drew and fired 
instinctively: Can a reflexive 
response to deadly force be 
held against you? You bet! 

On March 8, 1988, the somber voice of Judge Donald Mullins rang through the Circuit Court of Buchanan County, 
Virginia. "We have to look at this situation within the parameters of the law that has been developed throughout these 
centuries that protect each and evecy citizen of our nation," the judge was saying, "and the greatest concept of all in 
our law is, number one, that a man or woman is presumed to be innocent of any crime for which they are charged 
until the state proves beyond a reasonable doubt each and evecy element of the crime for which they're charged." 

Judge Mullins continued, "That is a vecy heavy burden, but it is placed there to protect the individuals of our 
nation, and under the rules that we have to go by, I cannot see any evidence whatsoever to prove, beyond a suspicion, 
that it may not have happened the way the Defendant said it did, and that evidence has to go far, far beyond that, and 
therefore, I'll find the Defendant not guilty." 

"Not guilty." Those longed-for two words ended one of the most brutal ordeals ever suffered in an American court 
by an armed citizen who had fired in self-defense. Mark Branham, the young defendant, had gone through four court 
proceedings including three full-blown trials, charged with Murder and Manslaughter. He had faced a special 
prosecutor paid by the family of the deceased, heard two false ballistics reports entered into evidence by the state, 
and at one point had been judged by a jucy that included a friend, a relative, and a co-worker of the dead man. His 
case had become a ca.use celebre among pro-gun activists. 

Branham's nightmare was the exception to the rules of justice. What happened to him will happen to few other 
armed citizens who pull the trigger in self protection. But one element of the trial, never fully developed, still 
holds the potential to destroy the lives and careers of police officers and citizens alike who drop the hammer in defense 
of their lives. 

It is a chilly, late November evening in the steep hills of Hoot Owl Mountain, a neighborhood outside the town of 
Grundy, Virginia. Mark Branham, 27, is preparing for work. 

An ex-cop who now works as a sergeant for a security firm, he has adjusted to civilian life. He is resting in 
preparation for his third shift job when two gunshots echo from the darkness in the hills above the home he shares 
with his elderly, deaf father. 

Branham snaps upright, alert. The possibility of poachers crosses his mind, but he dismisses it almost immediately. 
More likely, he thinks, a hiker has become lost or injured himself on the steep and slippery hillside and fired a couple 
of signal shots. 

Branham dresses to investigate. Because he does not really anticipate any sort of violent encounter, it never occurs 
to him to don his Second Chance vest, grab some spare ammo, or unlimber his scoped Remington .30-06 autoloader or 
any of the other powerful rifles and shotguns from the gun case. He does, more out of habit than anything else, take 
his service revolver. 

The gun is a Smith & Wesson Combat Magnum, Model 19-3, with four-inch barrel. It used to be his police service 
revolver, and he's spent money getting it right. The action is smooth and glassy, the sights are high visibility Millets, 
the finish by Armalloy gives it a stainless look, and the low-profile walnut grips are by Art Jewel. 

For controllable recoil and muzzle flash, he has chosen 110 grain .357 semi~acketed hollowpoint ammo by CCI
Speer. The usual six rounds are in the chambers as he tucks the revolver into his right hip pocket. 

On the way up the hill, he stops at his pickup truck for his multi-cell police-style flashlight. He leaves the Remington 
870 12 gauge riot gun; there seems no need for it. He continues on up the hill. 

Continued on page 73 
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Discover the Difference. • • 

2 Comp Chambers Are Better Than One 

Installed & Test-Fired on your 
gun in 4-6 weeks • $350 
Classic KIT ONLY• $250 

We've teamed up with Master pistol smith Barry Mowry to 
bring you a new level of performance the competition can't 
touch. • Uses 7 to 10 lb. spring with loads in the 175-185 
power factor range • Installed on your existing 5 or 6" 
barrel, our cone system saves you time and money • Re
moveable front sight • All calibers in Blue or Stainless for 
S&W and 1911 

• V1c'Iraditiona{ 
TM 

The professional gunsmith compensator kit for 1911 autos. 
New state-of-the-art porting with that "Traditional" heavy 
weight and feel. The preferred comp of world-class shooter 
and pistolsmith, John Dixon. • Full slide profile •Bushing 
system for 6" barrels • Removeable front sight • Comes with 
guide rod, spring and shock buff • All calibers 

• Introducing COMPLETE KIT • $350 

V1c ACTION A CESSOR/ES. 
A complete line of tested & proven handgun accessories with our exclusive TOTAL SATISFACTION guarantee! 

Now that you have a 
choice, choose the best! 

10-Round 
.38 Super 

• 
V,!.C Jlutograpfi Series (jrips,M 

by Craig Spegel 

Hand-detailed· Hand-checkered j 
•Available in exotic woods 1. ;· 
• Flat bottom stocks for custom '!i' 

,/' mag wells • Diamond pattern ,.. Vic/Mag-Pack 
Magazines & 

Conversion Kits 
are here! 

Commander Hammer Oval Hammer 
• All grips can be had with the 

famous Vic Mag Release 
w~h or without flat bottoms $2495 $2895 

FREE Shipping & Handling 
for I.P.S.C. Members 

(216) 572-0323 
GUNSMITHS & DEALERS 

INQUIRE 

INTERNATIONAL DISTRIBUTORS 1Nc. ef ACTION ACCESSORIES.. 
18056 Ledgepoint Place • Strongsville, OH 44136 • (216) 572-0323 

vtS4 • 
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W e were set to get a perfect picture. 
The target was a can of green pea 

soup found on the back of the shelf with a 
date that was at least three years past its 
limit. As I lined up the sights on the soup 
can set on a stand at 25 yards , I waited for 
my partner to let me know when both he 
and the Pen tax were ready. The plan was 

BY JOHN TAFFIN 

Barreled Contender for the .32. In addi
tion , a number of smaller companies spe
cializing in single-shots also chamber for 
the .32 Magnum , and Charter Arms offers 
a five shot .32 . All .32 Magnums will also 
accept the shorter .32 Smith & Wesson 
Long cartridge. 

Dan Wesson and Ruger .32 Magnums 

of H4227 give a muzzle velocity of 1216 
fps and will put five shots into five-eighths 
of an inch at 25 yards and one 1 Ys inch at 
50 yards . Using 9.5 grains of #2400 ups 
the velocity to slightly over 1400 fps and 
gives 1 '/• inch groups at both 25 and 50 
yards. Accurate Arms magnum powder, 
AA#9, is perfect for the .32 Magnum 

the .32 Magnum 
to get a shot of the soup can being blown 
off the stand and hopefully to catch it in 
midair. I expected a small entrance hole 
of .32 caliber with maybe a one-inch hole 
exiting the back of the can. 

The signal was given , the little .32 was 
fired but I was not ready for what hap
pened. I had been leaning on the spare 
tire of my red Bronco for a rest and , as I 
looked around , the Bronco was now red 
with green splotches. We could not find 
the can anywhere. What we did find were 
very small pieces of tin and lots of green 
gunk everywhere , all that was left of the 
original target. 

That was my introduction to what I had 
heretofore considered somewhat of a toy. 
The sixgun was the Ruger Single-Six 
chambered for the then-new .32 H&R 
Magnum. From its 9 '12'' barrel , the 85 
grain hollowpoint reloads were attaining 
a muzzle velocity of 1500 fps and were 
explosive to say the least. 

Since that time, l have referred to the 
.32 as the "Mighty Mouse Magnum. " This 
was a real Magnum by anyone 's stan
dards! Harrington & Richardson , before 
they disappeared from the scene , com
bined with Federal Cartridge Corporation 
to provide a viable addition to the hand
gunner's world. 

The first .32 Magnums were chambered 
in various Harrington and Richardson re
volvers. I have absolutely no experience 
with H&R .32's nor do I know how many 
were made or are out in shooter's hands. 
All of my experimenting with loads has 
been with .32 Magnums from Ruger, Dan 
Wesson and Thompson/Center. All loads 
listed are safe in these firearms. THEY 
MAY NOT BE SAFE IN HARRING
TON AND RICHARDSON OR 
CHARTER ARMS REVOLVERS. Pro
ceed accordingly. 

Ruger is presently offering two models 
for the .32 H&R Magnum , the Single-Six 
and the Eisley; Dan Wesson 's offering is 
their .357 Magnum sized frame cham
bered for the .32 Magnum ; and Thomp
son / Center chambers the 10" Bull 
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use .32 caliber barrels in the .311-312" 
range as are most barrels for .32 Smith & 
Wesson Long revolvers , while T IC Con
tenders use .30 caliber or .308" barrels. 
This has not been any problem as .312" 85 
grain Hornady and 90 grain Sierra Jack
eted Hollow Point bullets perform excep
tionally well in the tight TIC Contender 
barrels. This allows the use of the same 
load in either the Contender or Ruger or 
Dan Wesson revolvers without sacrificing 
accuracy. 

Reloading the .32 Magnum is as easy as 
any of the other bigger Magnums , .357 , 
.41 or .44, and like its bigger brothers , the 
harder the .32 Magnum is pushed (within 
reason) , the better it seems to shoot. Most 
of my reloading for the .32 Magnum is 
done with either #2400 , AA#9 , or H4227 
as they have proven to give high velocities 
and excellent accuracy. 

Reloaders do not have many jacketed 
bullets to pick from for use in the .32 Mag
num. Hornady's 85 grain Jacketed Hol
lowpoint and Sierra's 90 grain Jacketed 
Hollowpoint have both been designed 
specifically for the .32 Magnum and are 
both capable of outstanding accuracy in 
either the TIC Contender or the Dan 
Wesson .32 Magnum. Both of these guns 
and bullets are excellent choices for either 
IHMSA Field Pistol or NRA Hunter 
Pistol. 

At 50 yards , Dan Wesson 's eight-inch 
Field Pistol wearing a 5X Burris scope , 
will put five 85 grain Hornadys into one
inch. The load is 10.5 grains of H4227 for 
1188 fps. Sierra 's 90 grain offering with 9.5 
grains of #2400 for 1199 fps will cluster 
five shots into one and one-eighth inches 
at 50 yards. These are examples of out
standing accuracy for both revolver and 
bullet and both loads are perfect for Field/ 
Hunter Pistol shooting. 

Switching to cast bullets, NEI's beauti
ful little 100 grain Keith SWC is also ca
pable of excellent results in the eight-inch 
Dan Wesson. I have three loads for this 
bullet that are real favorites: 10.0 grains 

with 9.5 grains giving a muzzle velocity of 
1350 and puts five shots into three-fourths 
of an inch at 25 yards and one-inch at 50 
yards. 

These results all classify the .32 Mag
num as a genuine tack-driver by anyone 's 
standards . It should be emphasized that 
all groups were shot using a Burris 5X 
LER scope ; I certainly can 't shoot groups 
this tight with iron sights. 

Switching to the T IC Contender, test
ing is almost monotonous. With a Pro
Point Scope mounted on the 10-inch bull
barrel , accuracy from the .32 Magnum 
Contender is the finest I have ever expe
rienced with any handgun using conven
tional revolver cartridges. Sixteen loads 
were tested for accuracy with both the 
Hornady 85 grain and Sierra 90 grain 
Jacketed Hollowpoints. Four powders 
were used: 8.0 and 9.0 grains of #2400 , 
9.0 and 10.0 grains of H4227 , 9.0 and 10.0 
grains of AA#9, and 5.0 and 6.0 grains of 
Unique , and velocities ran from 1227 with 
5.0 grains of Unique and the 90 grain 
Sierra to 1758 with the 85 grain Hornady 
and 10.0 grains of AA#9. 

The results? Two loads shot into three
eighths inch, five into one-half inch , one 
into five-eighths , five into three-fourths , 
one into seven-eighths , and only two 
loads failed to shoot under one-inch! 

For the big bore Magnums, .41 , .44 and 
.454, I rarely ever load down. If I want 
less power , I go instead to a .44 Special , 
or .45 Colt. If I want less than this , I drop 
down to a .45 ACP or .44-40. This is not 
the case for my reloading of the .32 Mag
num. The littlest Magnum is perfect for 
fun loads , the low powered quiet loads 
that will kill pop cans just as surely as full
house Magnum loads. For these loads 
Speer's swaged 98 grain hollowbase wad
cutter is a natural. 

Too soft for high velocities , but loads of 
500-800 fps will not only provide many an 
afternoon of cheap shooting, they also 
make excellent grouse loads in big game 
country. And they are perfect for begin
ning shooters , especially youngsters who 
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are eager to please but perhaps a little 
afraid of recoil. 

Using the T IC Contender, either 2.6 
grains of WW23l (820 fps) or 2.5 grai ns of 
Herco (695 fps) drive the little hollowbase 
wadcutter into one sma ll ho le at 25 yards. 
plus the Herco load will do one and one
fourt h inch in a very easy packin ' Ruger 
short barreled Single-Six. 

A new cast bullet designed specifically 
for the Ruger .32 Magnum is LBT's (Lead 
Bullet Technology, P.O. Box .357 , Dept. 
AH , Cornvi lle, AZ 86325) #314115. This 
is a gas checked flat-nosed bullet that casts 
out at 120 grains and is designed to utilize 
ultimate case capacity in the .32 Magnum 
Ruger. A lot of bearing surface rides out-

side the case and loaded rounds will not 
chamber in ei ther the Contender or Dan 
Wesson .32's. With this bullet and 10.0 
grains of H4227 , veloci ties are over 1100 
fps and will give one-inch groups even 
with the hard to shoot short barreled 
Ruger .32 Magnum. 

The .32 Magnum has been ignored by 
many handgunners. Quite of few of my 
acquaintances look down their noses with 
disdain at such a small cartridge . They are 
missing out on a lot of fun shooting , but I 
have noticed that once they shoot the 
smallest magnum , they are hooked on its 
accuracy and pleasure. 

The .32 fits well in between the .22LR 
and the .357 Magnum. Even though I am 

a confirmed big bore shooter, I really like 
the .32. Virtually no recoil, it can be han
dled by even the most recoi l sensitive per
son. Ear protection should be used for all 
handgun shooting and it is mandatory for 
the .32 Magnum as full power loads espe
cially are ear-splitting. 

The .32 Magnum in any persuasion is 
not a big game cartridge. But for pleasant 
summer outings in desert or foothills 
around my home, the four and five
eighths Ruger is a natural and whether in 
the Dan Wesson or Thompson /Center 
Contender, they don't come any better for 
short range silhouetting ...... 
than the .32 Magnum. ~ 

HIGH PERFORMANCE .32 MAGNUM FAVORITE LOADS 
8-inch Dan Wesson 10-inch TIC Contender 

1758 

8.0 9.0 9.0 10.0 9.0 10.0 5.0 6.0 3.5 4.0 4.5 9.5 
12 12 AA AA H4 H4 U U B B B 12 

9.0 10.0 10.0 11.0 5.0 6.0 9.0 10.0 
H4 H4 H1 H1 U U AA AA 

85 gr 90 gr. 100 gr. 110 gr. 85 gr 
Hornady JHP Sierra JHP NEI Keith Speer JHP Hornady JHP 

Powders: (#2) #2400, (AA) AA#9, (H4) H4227, (U) Unique, (B) Bullseye, (H1) H110. 

VELOCITY 

1700 

1600 

1500 

1400 

1300 

1200 

1100 

1000 

LOAD 
POWDER 

All loads were assembled with Federal .32 H&R Magnum brass, CCI #550 primer and the bullets shown. All loads were fired over PACT and 
Oehler 33 chronographs. Neither the author nor American Handgunner accept any responsibility for results obtained with this information due 
to the inherent variation in reloading components and individual handloading techniques over which we have no control. 
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LEAFHAM'S COLUMN 
ROB LEATHAM 

LEATHAM WINS FlnH NATIONAL TITLE 
IN IPSC MATCH DEVOID OF CONTROVERSY 

I can 't figure it out. Something has to be 
wrong. The 1988 United States Practi

cal Shooting Association 's IPSC National 
Championship is history and I can 't re
member one bad thing , one negative com
ment about the match that was of any 
consequence! (There 's always a whiner, 
but sniveling doesn 't count. I mean seri
ous complaints.) 

Now don ' t get me wrong , I don ' t mean 
to imply that every other national cham
pionship has sucked raw eggs , but this one 
was remarkable because I can 't ever re
member one where I wasn 't a witness to, 

or heard about , someone who wronged 
someone, or at least thought he had . 

Where were the standarc smears? "The 
course of fire 's not realistic. " (As if that 
was significant in a sporting event any
way.) Where were the battalions of babies 
bleating and crying? "Those gamey .38 
Supers aren ' t fair! Mom-meeeeeee!" 
(Maybe Jerry Barnhart's victory with a 
.45 ACP last year quieted those cry babies 
down some.) How about that pathetic old 
lament? " It 's not fair for revolvers ." (You 
suppose the wheelgunners might have dis
covered that revolvers can ' t compete any
way, and just didn' t show up?) 

Maybe it was something else , some
thing more important than any of these 
rather insignificant little gripes . 

I think what is finally happening is 
something that is extremely beneficial to 
both the shooters and the organizers- I 
think everyone is starting to grow up a bit! 

Yes , there were problems that cropped 
up , but they were handled professionally 
and quickly. You didn't hear a bunch of 

bickering from the organizers when they 
had some tricky rule interpretation. 
When several shooters were found lack
ing in the chronograph of ammunition , 
the match officials gathered, cogitated 
and decided. They stuck to their decision, 
even though it was rather controversial. 
(They opted to round-up the power fac
tors obtained with the chronograph. A 
174.6 factor ' for example , was rounded
up to 175 , the minimum for "major cali
ber" power factor.) You may not agree 
with their decision, but at least they stuck 
to it and didn ' t waffle. 

The match officials, from the humblest 
target taper to the Chief Range Officer, 
did an outstanding job of assisting the 
shooter through the courses of fire. One 
really did feel like the officials were there 
to help instead of just standing around 
waiting to give you a penalty. 

The shooters themselves appeared to 
be catching on too. They didn't seem to 
waste as much time "making ready" be
fore shooting . Some guys have the most 
annoying little rituals they go through be
fore they' ll indicate they're ready to start. 
Checking their zodiac signs, dubbing on 
sight black, lathering up with rosin, recit
ing their mantra and probably consulting 
their gypsy palm reader. Most individuals 
appeared ready when it was their turn, 
something that makes a match run much 
smoother for everyone. 

And when was the last time you shot a 
major tournament where they didn't lag 
behind? When was the last time you ac
tually shot through ahead of schedule? 

When a disastrous scoring error was 
discovered in the final results , thanks to 
Mike Plaxco , the officials didn 't try to pull 
Watergate II. No coverups, no excuses. 
Just fix the problem, and sorry about that. 

I applaud the entire USPSA organiza
tion , the staff of the hosting PASA gun 
club and each and every range officer who 
held a watch or taped a target. Bravo! 

So what does it all mean? Well , it ap
pears we as a sport are finally getting 
through some of the teething problems of 
growing up. Things get complicated, 
quick, when a shooting sport that begins 
as a grass-roots, club-by-club movement 
turns into a major national organization 

complete with a board of directors , a' cor
porate charter, a set of bylaws and some 
100,000 shooters across the nation. This is 
good , of course. We're growing. More 
members , more matches , more interest , 
more sponsors who are quickly catching 
on to the marketing potential of the media 
coverage our sport of practical shooting 
generates. 

Look around you, you 're in the middle 
of the fastest growing handgun sport in 
the country , a sport that pioneered the 
concept of " professional handgunning" 
and sowed the seeds of " shoot for loot" 
to sprout The Masters , the Bianchi Cup , 
the Steel Challenge and others. It's here , 
folks , in IPSC shooting, that it 's happen
ing! 

Now is a good time for everyone in
volved in IPSC to start taking this pastime 
more seriously. We have a long way to go 
and plenty more problems to iron out , but 
we now appear to have the common sense 
neccessary to begin dealing with those 
troubles and elevate this sport further to 
the place of prominence it deserves. 

If the 1988 Nationals is any indication 
of what is possible , then it indeed looks 
good for the future . 

As for the match itself, it was another 
close fight between the perennial Top 
Guns plus a few newcomers who appear 
to show promise for the future. 

All the Big Names put in a good perfor
mance with Mike Plaxco, fifth place , com
ing off a year of semi-retirement to shoot 
as good as I've ever seen him. The me
thodically consistent Brian Enos shot a 
good , solid match to place third. Last 
year 's winner , Jerry Barnhart, just man
aged to edge out Brian to place second. 

So there are your second , third and fifth 
place finishers . The missing pair from the 
Top Five are myself and a gentleman from 
the northeast , Mark Mazzotta. 

Mark shot on a different squad than me 
and therefore did not shoot the various 
stages of the match in the same order as 
me , which makes things interesting. After 
two days of shooting, Mark had more 
points than anyone but , remember, all 
stages were not created equal. A stage is 
weighted according to the number of 
rounds fired , so a six-round stage counts 
for one-third as many points as an 18-
round stage. It 's all very complicated and , 
to further muddy the water , the relative 
values of the various stages are not calcu
lated until the end of the match. 

So it appeared that Mark was in the 
driver's seat in the early going. Then came 
the Standard Exercises , the single largest 
point-value stage of the match. 

Mark shot the standards before me , 
which creates the sometimes-unfavorable 
situation of playing catch-up because I al
ready knew what score Mark had shot. 
Luckily for me , Mark had a little trouble 
and shot what would turn out to be his 
softest score of the match . 

I, on the other hand , managed to 
squeak out a relatively good score to gain 
a considerable lead. 
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At this point I had only two sma ll (i.e. , 
low point-value) stages a nd one big 
pointer left to fire. The first was what 's 
call e d an " assault co urse " with the 
shooter sprinting from position to posi
tion , firing at multiple targets through 
windows , doorways and hallways. I shot a 
second place score on this stage , losing 
ground only to Je rry Barnhart who shot 
this stage superbly. 

With only the two small stages left on 
the last day of the match , things were 
looking pretty good for the kid. No one 
could bump me out of first place except 
me. Knowing this , I approached the final 
stages determined to simply shoot solid 
scores- no razzle-dazzle , just don 't blow 
out. 

When I was called to line. I noticed I 
was more ne rvous than usual. Shucks , it 's 
just my fifth national champio nship o n the 
line! I gauged my sta te of ne rves as an 
indicator of potential disaster , and used 
th at to determine my pace: smooth and 
cont rolled. I knew the importance of 
every shot I was about to fire. I just tried 
to relax as much as possible and I just fired 
as though this was just another stage. 

The smoke cleared and I heaved a sigh 
of relief. No dinged hostages , no dropped 
shots. no blow out. I cou ld relax, now the 
work was up to the statisticians. A wave 
of calmness washed over me as I knew, 
regardless of my finish, I had shot a good , 
solid match and not blown out anywhere. 

This is the kind of performance I strive 
for because I know that if I am beaten , I 
have done my best. I have nothing to be 
ashamed of. It doesn ' t matter if you ' re a 
national champion or a D class shooter , 
if you 've shot to your personal best , 
you 've won. 

Well , no one managed to shoot signifi
cantly bette r through the match than me 
and I regained my title and added Num
ber Five to my national champio nships. 
Good o l' Numbe r Five is special to me 
because of the support shown by my fam
ily , sponsors. supporters and fe ll ow 
shooters. 

And what happened to Mark? He fin
ished third , which is an excellent perfor
ma nce as be beat many Big Name 
shooters. He is a rising sta r , a force to be 
reckoned with in the future . 

Who knows, maybe next year I can add 
Number Six if I ge t ~ 
lucky . See you there . ~ 

Rob Leatham is currently leaching the 
techniques of shooting that have made him 
unquestionably th e greatest practical 
shooter in history . Five national champi
onships , lhree world championships , 
Bianchi Cup champion, Steel Challenge 
champion, SOF Three-Gun champion 
and too many regional, state and local 
crowns to count. Classes are currently 
forming, and private tutoring is available 
by special arrangement. For more infor
mation, write to Leatham's Shooting Insti
tute, P.O. Box 1291, Mesa, AZ, 85201. 

D , 319-277-3171 enny S P.O. Box 402 
Cedar Falls. la 

Shooters Supply, Inc. 50613 

IPSC SHOOTING SUPPLIES 
ALL ITEMS ARE FRIEGHT PAID TO THE ORIGINAL 48 STATES 

WILSON COMBAT 
High Visability Combat Sights . . .. .... . 24. 75 
Bo·Mar Rear Sight .. .. .. . ........... 50.00 
Extended Slide Release (Blue/Stainless) .... 23.00 
Slide Release Blue/Stainless ......... . ... ..•..... 19.00 
Extended Thumb Safety (Blue/Stainless) . . 21 .00 
Ambidextrous Safety, Blue or SS . . .. . ........ 45.00 
2-Piece Guide Rod 5" or 6" .. ........ 32.00 
Full Length Guide Rod wtth 

Group Gripper, Govt. or Comm . . ... 33.25 
Match Trigger. . .. 15.00 
Ultraltte Match Trigger, Long . . . 17.00 
Commander Hammer (Narrowed) . 18.00 
Stainless Commander Hammer (Narrowed) ........ 18.00 
Standard Cott Commander Hammer .............. 22.00 
Standard Colt Commander Hammer, SS ... . ..... 24.00 
7 Round 45 Auto Magazine wtth f>ad .......... 21 .50 
7rd 45 Magazine wtth Extended Base f>ad . . . . .. 23.00 
8 Round 45 Auto Magazine wtth f>ad ........... 25.00 
8rd 45 Magazine wtth Extended Base f>ad . . ...... . 27.00 
1 Ord 38 Super Magazine . . ...... 27. 75 
1 Ord 38 Super Magazine wtth Extended f>ad ...... 28. 75 
LE·K 45 Aulo Compensator Ktt . . . . ........ . 240.00 
LE ·K 38 Super Compensator Kit . . ... 250.00 
LE·K 38 Super Compensator Kit w/Ramp Bbl ..... 250.00 
45 ACP 5" Stainless Match Barrel . . 100.00 
45 ACP 6" Stainless Match Barrel . . . 115.00 
38 Super 6" Stainless Match Barrel .. 1 35.00 
6 Shok Buffs 5.50 
Recoil Springs 1 2 & 20 lb. for commander 3. 75 
Recoil Spr'rgs 9, 10, 12. 15, 17, 18'/, lb for Govt eed1 . 3. 75 
Extra Power Firing Pin Spring . 1.50 
Reduced Power Main Spring, 19 lb. . l .50 
Group Gripper Govt/Commander . . ..... 22.00/25.00 
Barrel Bushings (Blue/Stainless) . . . . ... 13.00 
Extended Ejector 45 or 38 Super . . 19.00 
Recoil Guide Rod Kit W/Springs & Shok Buffs ..... 33.00 
Beavertail Grip Safety (Blue/Stainless) ... 19.50 
The Combat 45 Auto Book by Bill Wilson . 12.00 
Checkered Front Strap (Blue/Stain less) 13.00 
Barrel Link Ktt Includes 5 Links ......... 19.00 
Replacement Bbl Link 1, 2, 3. 4, 5 . . 4.00 
Slide Thumb Guard . . .. 13.50 
1-Piece Guide Rod Govt or Comm . .... 24.00 
Extended Magazine Release . .............•...... 20.00 
Checkered Mainspring Housing . . .. . . 31 .50 
Mag Well (Blue/Stainless) . . . 29.00 
3·Dot Sights . . ... 30.00 
Deluxe High Visabiltty Comba1 Sights .... 33.00 
Barrel Bushing Wrench . 2.50 
Wilson Brass Belt Buckle ......... 1 1.00 
S&W L Frame Underlug 6" Blue or SS . . ....... 45.00 
PPG Bull Bbl Underlug . . ........... 28. 75 
Extractor 45acp 70 or BO Series . .. .. 13.00 
Extractor 38spr 70 or 80 Series . . ....... 14.00 

SHAW·VIDEKI - SPEEDLOADERS 
"You Can't Miss" by John Shaw . 9.00 
"Shoot to Win" by John Shaw . . ... ...... 12.00 
Videki Extended Ejector . . ... 14.50 
Long Match Trigger . . 12.00 
Long Match w/3 holes (speed trigger) . . . ......... 13.00 
Gold Cup Trigger w/3 holes ..................... 14.00 
Rubber Mag Base f>ads . 1.50 
6 Shaw Base Pads w/setf tapping screws 9.00 
Shaw speed E load Mag Well (Blue Stainless) ...... 26.00 
Shaw Pro Shooters Bag . . 69.95 
Roger E·Z Mag Well . 6.00 
Rogers combat 12 ga Shell Holder 8.00 
Ultra Vib 18 Brass Polisher . . ... 115.00 
HKS Speed Loaders (all sizes) . 6. 75 
Safariland Comp II Speed Loaders S&W Kor L . 6. 75 
Safariland Comp 111 Speed Loaders S&W Kor L .... 12.00 

METALFORM 
High Quality Match Grade Magazines by Metatform 
Blue Steel w/Flat Followec 
9mm .... . ........ 11 .00 38 Super. 
Stainless Steel w/ Flat Follower: 
9mm ............. 15.50 38 Super . 
45acp Rounded Follower Blue . 

Stainless . 
Shaw Mag Pad installed w/ screws . 

. . . 10.50 

16.00 
10.00 

. . 16.00 
3.00 

REMINGTON 
38 SUPER BRASS 

Nickle Plated, Un-Primed + P . 
Un·Plated, Un·Primed + P . 
Winchester Un-Plated, Un-Primed . . 

1,000 
. ... 75.00 

. ....... 70.00 
.60.00 

SAFARI LAND 
Plain Black 

Brown Basket 
Final Option 5" or 6" At.ito (new) ...... 74.00 74.00 
Combat Assault 5" or 6" Aulo .... .... ... .. 65.00 70.00 
S1eel Challenge 4" rev or 5" auto ..... .. ... 62.00 68.00 
Steel Challenge 6" rev or comp auto .. . .. .. 67.00 73.00 
Cup Challenge PPG for S&W K,L&N . . 65.00 73.00 
Competi1ion Belt add $ 1 0.95 for Buckle .... 35.00 35.00 
Double Mag Pouch . . 22.00 25.00 
Triple Mag Pouch . . 30.00 36.00 
Idaho Reloader (angle adjustable) . . . 15.50 15.50 
Triple Speed Loader Pouch . 16.50 16.50 
Single Speed Loader Pouch (metal) . 4. 75 
Single Magazine Holder (metal) . 4.75 

ERNIE HILL SPEED LEATHER 
Colt Govt. & Comp models. Holsters are made in % " 
increments for perfect gun fit . S", SVi', 6", 6W' , 7" 

Plain Black 
666F Leatham/Enos Series Brown Basket 
New 2·piece Fender Model . . . 7 4.00 84.00 
666F Now available for S&W 645 & 745 ... 74.00 84.00 
Stock Revolver 4" & 6" for S&W 

K·L·N Frame . . ..... 80.00 N/A 
PPG 6" S&W K-L·N Frame 
Open Front for Ribs & Scopes . . 80.00 N/A 
Double Mag Pouch-Available Straight Up, 

Angle Back or Angle Forward .. 28.00 34.00 
Fender Single Mag Pouch . 22.00 28.00 
Fender Double Mag Pouch . . . . 34.00 40.00 
Fender Triple Mag Pouch . . ..... ...... 38.00 46.00 
Competition Belt (spring steel lined) ....... 40.00 50.00 

OFFICIAL IPSC TARGETS 
the only authorized target for the next nve years 

Matching , ~ = ~: ==~~ Targets are 
Target f>asters 1,000 36¢ each freight collect 

1,000 per Box 3 00 

NEW PRODUCTS 
S&A Mag Guides Blue/Stainless. . . . .. . 59.95 
S&A Ambi Mag Release . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 59.95 
Ed Brown Grip Safety Blue/Stainless . . ... . . . 29.95 
Ed Brown Mag Well Blue/Stainless . 29.95 
Ed Brown Slotted Commander Hammers . . 32.95 
Mag Pack 8rd 45acp Conversion Kits . 8 .95 
Mag f>ack 7rd Officers Model Ktts . 8.95 
f>achmayr Products . .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . POR 
Pro· Tach Chronograph . . .. 169.95 
Pro Timer Ill . 225.00 

----EASY TO ORDER----
Mail in your order along with certified, allow 1 week for Personal checks to clear. Describe your order as clearly as possible and 
include your phone number. OR 

Call in ycur order anytime. We accept VISA, MasterCard and UPS COD (Sorry, no COD's on Bullets). Feel free to call ~ ycu have 
questions atx>ut any items listed or for help with ordering. 

r-i WE PAY THE FREIGHT TO YOU ~ 
~ Dealers send FFL lor Dealer Price List. ~ 
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By John Taffin 
'Twas a sad year, 1981, for those among us 

who love the single action revolver. 
After more than 100 years of production, the 
Colt Single Action, Model P, Thumbuster, 
Equalizer, Peacemaker, or whatever reverent 
name can be ascribed to it, went down for the 
third and final time. 

The old Colt started life in 1873 , and 
stayed in continuous production until 1941 
when a combination of worn-out machinery, 
war time demands, and waning interest 
among shooters who had by now discovered 
the excellent Colt and Smith & Wesson dou
ble action revolvers and semi-automatics, all 
forced the cessation of production of the Colt 
Single Action Army Revolver. 

Shooters, like all groups of people, always 
want most that which they cannot have. So 
due to the demand of a whole new generation 
of shooters who had discovered the Single 
Action revolver mainly through western 
movies on TV, Colt resumed production of 
the Single Action in 1956. The "new" Colt 
was basically the same as the original 1873 
Model. 

40 

Authentic replicas of Colt 
Peacemakers and 
Remington single
actions, possibly the most 
glamorous, nosta/,gi,c 
handguns in history. 

firinfl the Sheriff's Model with three-inch barrel, the author found this 
packrn' pistol a pleasure to shoot in .45 long Colt. 
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Remington 1876, 7'h" barrel, .44-40 

Much of the machinery used was still 
some of the old equipment used nearly 100 
years before and, as it wore out, the Colt SA 
was removed from production again in the 
1970's until new tooling was completed, and 
the third generation of Single Action's sur
faced in the mid-Seventies. 

But due to rising costs, Colt SA's with old 
style leaf springs cost more than twice as 
much as a Ruger SA with modern "unbreak
able" coil springs. The Colt was destined to 
be removed once again from production. 

The Colt Single Action was prettier, but 
the Ruger was stronger, cheaper, and avail
able in both .41 Magnum and .44 Magnum, 
in addition to the Colt chamberings of .357 
Magnum and .45 Colt. The Classic Colt Sin
gle Action is now a thing of the past except for 
those willing to go through the Colt Custom 
Shop which still offers a limited number of 
Single Actions with a starting base price of 
$1000! 

At one time the glamorous Colt was avail
able with any barrel length, with or without 
ejector rod housing, blue, blue and case hard
ened, or nickel finish , plain or engraved, and 
a choice of grips from plain walnut, gutta 
percha, staghorn, fancy wood, pearl or ivory. 
Colt Single Actions ran the gamut from 
work-a-day plain blue and case hardened 
no-nonsense .45's up to profusely engraved 
models that never left their fancy presenta
tion cases. 

All of the Cimarron sixguns are 
faithful reproductions of the origi
nal hoglegs. Author Taffin, an 
unabashed lover of single-actions, 
says the Uberti-made revolvers are 
exceptionally well-made. 

• 1:"--.i-~ ...... 
~--- ~ 

Remington 1890, 5'h" barrel, .45 Colt 

The Colt is gone from regular production, 
but thanks to Cimarron Arms (9439 Katy 
Freeway, Dept. AH, Houston , TX 77024, 
(713) 461-4748) , sixgunners still have a sup
ply of "Colt-style" replicas that are every bit 
as good looking as any Colt's ever produced. 
Plus a further gap has been filled by Cimar
ron's replica Remington Single Actions as 
well. 

Peacemaker Model, 7 1h" barrel, .45 Colt 

All of Cimarron's offerings come from the 
Italian factory of A. Uberti and, yes, I know 
what you're thinking: Spaghetti Western! For 
years, western movies have been cursed with 
both good guy and bad guy alike carrying 
Single Actions not of the Colt persuasion, but 
there on the screen bigger than life itself
Single Actions with those glaring brass back
straps and trigger guards. For an old tradi
tionalist and western movie buff like myself, 
this ruined what might have actually been a 
good movie. 

Now thanks to Cimarron Arms and head 
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Engraved Model, 4:1/,." barrel, .45 Colt 
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All of the Cimarron sixguns are available in a varietr. of calibers, from the 
.221R to the big .45 Colt. The Buckhorn Model is avadable in .44 Magnum. 
Many, like the 1890 Remington (above) display remarkable accuracy. 
From top to bottom, Peacemaker; Sheriff's Model; Artillery Model; Peace
maker; Remington 1890. 

man Mike Harvey, all of this has changed. 
Mike took over the company from Allen 
Firearms, and his goal has been to import 
Single Actions which, though still replicas, 
are as close to the original as possible. The 
fact that he sells them as fast as they are 
imported attests to his success in offering a 
product that single action buffs can take to 
their heart. 

For the past few months, I have had the 
pleasure of working with eight replicas man
ufactured by Uberti. Six of these were sup
plied on a test basis by Cimarron Arms and 
the other two are my personal 1875 Reming
ton replicas. Tests guns are as follows: 

Colt Replicas, all in .45 Colt: 
Sheriff's Model 3", blue and case hard

ened, one piece walnut stocks, with extra 

ivory micarta checkered two piece stocks. 
Artillery Model 51h", blue and case hard

ened, one piece walnut stocks, marked in the 
1870's military style. 

Peacemaker Model 11h" barrel, blue and 
case hardened , one piece walnut grips, Civil
ian Model, no military markings. 

Engraved Model 43/4 ", nickel finish, one 
piece walnut stocks. 

Engraved Model 43/4 " , blue and case hard
ened, one piece ivory micarta stocks. 

Remington Replicas: 
Model 1875 11h", nickel finish, ivory 

micarta stocks .45 Colt. 
Model 1875 11h " , nickel finish, ivory 

micarta stocks, .44-40. 
Model 1890 51h", blue, walnut stocks, lan

yard ring, .45 Colt. 
Remington replicas are available only as 

cataloged in blue or nickel finish, calibers 
.357, .44-40, and .45 Colt. Model 1875's are 
available with ?112-inch barrels while Model 
1890's are only offered with 51h-inch barrels. 

When it comes to the Colt replicas, choices 
are almost unlimited. All of the Cimarron 
Colt-style line is offered under the "Cat
tleman" designation. These are basically the 
same models tpat have been imported down 
through the years by such firms as Navy 
Arms, Iver Johnson, and Allen Firearms. 
They are also available in a Cattleman Target 
Model with adjustable sights and a larger 
framed Buckhorn Model chambered in .44 
Magnum with both fixed sighted and adjust
able sighted models available. 

Cimarron has taken a giant step forward in 
upgrading the line and offering models 
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other than the standard brass-blue-case hard
ened finish. All Cimarron Colt-style replicas 
are available with either the standard or 
blackpowder frame. The standard frame 
model, or post-1890 Model, features the half 
moon style ejector rod head and spring 
loaded cross-pin cylinder pin retainer. The 
latter is found on all Ruger single actions and 
all Colt Single Actions in both the second and 
third generation series. 

The blackpowder designation does not 
mean that they are suitable only for black
powder loads, though many traditionalists 
use them strictly with blackpowder. This 
frame, which I find the most desirable, has 
the full circular, or "bullseye" ejector rod 
head and the cylinder pin is retained by a 
screw that enters the front of the frame, just 

like the old blackpowder Colts. 
And the choice does not stop here. All 

models are available with standard blue or 

hammer. For some unknown reason, this 
model has been designated Outlnw and is 
marked "1890 OUTLAW model-CAL. 45" 
on the right side of the barrel. Authentic 1875 
and 1890 Remingtons have no markings on 
the side of the barrel, and since only 2,000 
1890's were manufactured originally, I doubt 
very much that they were particular favorites 
of outlaws. Since Mike Harvey is being very 
careful to provide authentic Colt style rep
licas, I expect he will also "fix" the 
Remingtons. 

Leather is no problem with either the Colt 
or Remington style replicas. They both fit 
holsters made for the Colt Single Action per
fectly. Even when tried in some of the safety 
strap fitted Tom Threepersons/Elmer Keith 

Continued on page 103 Original military markings (above) 
are preserved for traditionalists. 
The engraved models (left and 
below) feature graceful scrolls from 
deep, handcut engraving in the 
Uberti factory of Italy. A pair of 
nickel plated Remington 1875 six
guns (bottom) point well in hip 
shooting exercises. 

"charcoal blue," also known as "fire-blue," / · ~Ii 

blue-black finish, and the test guns furnished ·~;:r;~~jiiijiij;i;!Z~u;~;;:;;.J ·· · finish . The latter is a true blue, not a modern -- - . ~-'·· .· ..:.,_ ,.: • ~ ·. · 

in the three-inch Sheriffs Model and the 51h- ; .I 
inch Artillery Model both featured the ., '\ ,, • -~:. t{(f 
unusual, and rarely seen, charcoal blue .. 0 . , 
finish . 

The 51/2-inch Artillery Model is of particu
lar interest because of its attention to detail. 
Like all of the Colt replicas, the caliber desig
nation is marked on the left side of the barrel 
as all pre-WW II Colts. Modern Colts are 
marked "COLT SINGLE ACTION ARMY 
.45 COLT;" pre-war Colts simply said ".45 
COLT." The left side of the one-piece walnut 
grip is marked with the military inspector's 
initials, the left side of the frame is marked 
U.S., and the left side of the trigger guard is 
marked .45 CAL. The serial number, 0002, 
is marked in four places: on the cylinder, 
bottom front of the frame, on the trigger 
guard, and on the bottom of the butt. 

To keep the authenticity, Italian proof 
marks are hidden under the ejector rod hous
ing. Like all of the Colt replicas, the case 
hardening looks as good as any case colors 
on Colt's. 

In addition, the cylinder locks up tight, and 
the cylinder-gap is held to a minimum. 
Altogether a thoroughly eye-pleasing and 
good shooting sixgun and one that literally 
reeks of nostalgia. 

The Remington 1890 replica is also an 
exceptionally good looking sixgun with its 
charcoal blue finish, authentic brass trigger 
guard, and case hardened loading gate and 
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Tom is a dedicated pistolero. He goes to 
his range for practice at least twice a 

week, and dry-fires regularly between live 
practice sessions. During the season, he 
competes in a match nearly every weekend , 
and his scores climb steadily as the season 
progresses. The practice time is paying off -
he wins his share of matches. When he 
doesn't win, he usually knows why not: loss 
of concentration during the pressure of rapid
fire in one match , and maybe plain old fatigue 
during the last stages of another. 

He is realistic about his weak points- he 
doesn't blame equipment when concentration 
is at fault, or blame ammunition when he 
blows a shot. He vows to practice harder to 
correct these faults. He's doing all he can, 
right? 

Wrong. He's missing a training tool that 
could be a huge benefit to him. Along with 
the matches, the live practice, and the dry
firing, he should be shooting an air pistol 
regularly. 

An air pistol? Ha! Everybody knows an air 
pistol doesn't go BOOM!! Or even Bang! 
Merely, phssst, with an innocent crack as the 
pellet hits the backstop. No noise, no smoke, 
no recoil - shooting an air pistol doesn't have 
anything to do with shooting the big guns. 

Maybe not- but it can have everything to 
do with learning the techniques that make 
one successful at shooting any handgun. An 
air pistol's lack of noise and recoil, which at 
first thought might make it seem unrealistic 
for practice, are the very points which make 
it valuable as a training tool. Here's why: 

In learning a skill as complex and demand
ing as pistol shooting, one must ignore the 
forest , and get down to the trees - in other 
words, study the techniques one at a time. 
Any shooter who is honest with himself can 

44 

By Robert L. Jones 

Air pistols ma,ke for indoor shooting fan in the 
dreary, cold winter when the range is covered with 
snow yet the urge to squeeze a trigger strikes. 

isolate his weak points. Once they're isolated, 
they can be eliminated. To see how it's done, 
let's look at some of the fundamentals com
mon to all forms of pistol shooting. 

Sight alignment: right off the bat, let's 
look at one that makes you scoff, ''Why, I've 
got my sight alignment down so well that it's 

Crosman has several P.linking tar
gets for airgunners, hke the knock
down silhouettes and the bullseye 
divided into swinging quadrants. 
Both are fun and safe, with proper 
backstops and proper gun 
handling. 

instinctive." Do you? Do you really know 
why you left a plate standing during your last 
match , or why you shot a 6 during the rapid
fire? Or, you may be thinking, "This doesn't 
apply to me- I use an Aimpoint." All right 
if you have Aimpoints on every handgun you 
own, right down to the little snub you keep in 
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your nightstand-then skip this section. If 
not, Jet's look at it. 

The key to sight alignment is focusing on 
the front sight. We know the human eye can 
only focus on one thing at a time, and for a 
pistol shooter, the one point of focus must be 
the front sight. Yet it is easy to fall into the 
habit of shifting your focus from the front 
sight, to the target, to the rear sight, and back 
to the front. This habit is especially easy to 
acquire if you're shooting one of the disci
plines in which the target falls over, swings, 
leaps off the table, or disintegrates with a 
solid hit. And once acquired, the habit is hard 
to break. But to achieve any consistency in 
shooting handguns, the focus must be solidly 
riveted to the front sight. 

Dry-firing helps build proper sight align
ment, but an air pistol makes the practice 
even better, because it gives an immediate 
check on results. Try it like this: after one of 
your regular dry-firing sessions, switch to an 
airgun and try 20 shots with only sight align
ment in mind . Let your grip and stance come 

naturally, and concentrate your attention on 
keeping the sights in perfect alignment. Con
sciously focus your vision on the front sight. 
Between shots, let your eyes unfocus in order 
to rest them. With each shot, bring your 
focus back and really bear down on the front 
sight. See how much concentration you can 
bring to one point? You can nearly stare that 
sight off the barrel. That is the method for 

considering points of technique one at a time. 
Now change to a fresh target and try ten 

shots for a group. Get your grip and stance 
solid before you begin, then forget about 
them and concentrate on the sight alignment. 
Don't change your grip during the string -
you can operate everything about an airgun 
with your offhand. With each shot, get your 
sight alignment perfect, and keep it there 
while you move the sights to your aiming 
point and get the shot off. Call each shot, just 

Setting Up a 
Practice Range 

Finding an area to practice with an 
airgun shouldn't be difficult. Almost any
where will do, as long as you can control 
the access to the area when you're 
slwoting. An airgun is not a .44 Magnum, 
but even a .17 caliber pellet could do some 
damage. Don't let it happen to you . 

For air pistol. you need 10 meters for 
the flight of the pellet. Ten meters is 33 
feet. Add a foot for the backstop, and a 
minimum four feet where you stand
that's a total of 38 feet. Measure a string 
38 feet long, and try the possible areas in 
your home - basement, rec room, hall
ways, attic-any area where you can con
trol access. You need good lighting in the 
target area, and the shooting area -dim 
light between the areas is all right. 1fy to 
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avoid moving streams of air, like air con
ditioners, fans, or heat ducts. 

Once you find the area, you need a 
backstop. Crosman sells a handy pellet 
stopper made of steel for about $25. Or 
you can easily make your own. A box 
about a foot thick crammed full of tightly
crumpled newspaper makes a good back
stop. You can tape your targets to the box. 
Move around on the face of the box so the 
pellets won't pile up and rebound. When 
one side gets chewed up, turn the box 
around and use the other side; then scrap 
the box and start another. 

If you shoot paper targets, one back
stop will be enough. For metal targets, 
make up enough backstop-boxes to form a 
semi-circle around the target area and 
catch any ricochets. A floor pad and a 
canvas or plywood top for the area will 
catch any pellets that go astray. 

Another handy item for your practice 
area is a bench or a small table to hold 
your pistols, pellets, targets, scorebooks, 
timers, and any other gear you use. Use 
the gear that you normally use for your 
type shooting- the more realistic you can 
make your practice sessions, the better. 

Once your practice area is ready, set 
yourself a schedule for practice, and stick 
to it. Score yourself in practice just like 
you would in a match-and be sure to 
record your scores. Watching your scores 
improve is one of the best incentives to 
keep practicing. Finally, keep track of 
how your practice affects your perfor
mance on the firing line. Make 
your practice pay off-win. 

like you do during dry-fire. Check each shot 
to make sure it went where you called it. 

Remember, calling your shots is not just a 
technique for beginners, nor is it a guessing 
game. The ability to accurately call your 
shots proves you are focusing your attention 
on the front sight, where it belongs. 

Grip and stance: let's look at these two 
fundamentals together, and see how an air
gun helps with them. One point to keep in 
mind: don't change your grip or stance to 
accommodate the airgun. Do it the other way 
around-use the airgun to help refine your 
grip and stance. Adding an airgun to your 
arsenal won't affect your grip any more than 
alternating between a revolver and an auto
loader-which we all should do for the ver
satility we learn by doing so. A one-gun man 
is at a distinct disadvantage in many 
situations. 

As in the sight alignment practice, switch 
to the airgun after a dry-firing session. Use 
your regular stance. Try a few shots with the 
airgun, and notice how your balance feels. 
Then , at your next Jive practice session, right 
after shooting a string with your regular gun, 
pick up the airgun and shoot a few times. 

Did your balance change? If it changed 
very much, you may be over-compensating 
for recoil, or leaning into the recoil . Heaven 
forbid you should get too far into this habit , 
and the horrors it leads to - anticipating the 

Continued on page 78 
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Muddled figures and confused writers have plagued 
the .357 Berrett. Four different sources cite four 
different chamber dimensions. So the author asks 

WILL THE REAL 
.357 HERRITT . UP 

PlEASE stAMD 
By Tim Johnson 

For more than 14 years the .357 Herrett 
has carried the stigma of a temperamen

tal brute. The gun writing profession is, to a 
degree, responsible by its failure to represent 
the big Herrett as a true wildcat. Colonel 
George C. Nonte Jr. once described a wildcat 
as ·~y cartridge not standardized within the 
shooting industry or not standardized domes
tically within the Sporting Arms and Manu
facturers Institute (SAAM I) ." The late 
Colonel further explained, "The most com
mon form of wildcatting consists of necking 
the case down and increasing its powder 
capacity and thereby increase velocity and 
energy." 

At its inception during the early '70s there 
were no "standard factory loads" that had 
comparable performance to the .357 Herrett. 
Compared to the nominal ballistics of the 
.357 and .44 Magnums, it was awesome! 
Even today, in the blase Eighties, velocities in 
excess of 2000 fps are the exception rather 
than the rule. Unfortunately, any item sold to 
the general public preceded by that magic 
word the as in: the fastest, the most accurate, 
the most powerful, suffers at the hands of the 
uninitiated . Such has been the case with the 
. 357 Herrett. 

My first experience with the big Herrett 
was at an unsanctioned silhouette match in 
1978. One erudite competitor was using this 
chambering in his 10 inch T-C. His ther
monuclear handloads vaporized the targets as 
his muzzle blast lit the sky. Being an inge
nious fellow, he had designed a special tool to 
pry the greatly expanded brass from his Con
tender. About the only thing this shooter 
lacked was a primer catcher to retrieve his 
grossly flattened primers as they fell from 
their pockets. Undoubtedly, this person (if he 
still lives) is working up 3000 fps handloads 
for his 454 Casull. 

At the other end of the spectrum are those 
shooters who attempt to use the .357 Herrett 
as an oversized .38 Special- neither should 
be emulated! 

To further complicate matters, most 
expert opinion is replete with vagaries. The 
consensus of published data gives the impres
sion that case manufacturing for the .357 
Herrett is as elementary a procedure as mak-

Above, a .30-30 case prior to 
being reformed to the .357 
Herrett case, right. As far as 
wildcats go, the forming 
operation is fairly easy, but 
the trick is in finding the 
"right" .357 Herrett dimen
sions for your gun, as the 
author explains . 

ing cases for the 7mm TC-U, with the addi
tion of a case trimming operation-it is not! 
Correct headspace is mentioned, yet seem
ingly the solution is to have the proper "snap." 
Mystically, the way to achieve that proper 
"snap" is to feel it. 

Adding to the complexity of case manufac
ture is an interesting array of standard dimen
sions, none of which happen to agree with my 
barrel's chamber measurements. Referring to 
the cartridge diagrams, it becomes rather 
obvious that the .020" difference from shoul
der to rim combined with the greater overall 
length of cartridge case C would not only 
preclude easy insertion into the chamber that 
formed case B, but also may constitute a 
dangerous situation if such insertion was 
achieved. It would be inadvisable to shoot 

.357 Herrett cartridges in any Contender 
other than that which fire formed the cases. 

The first order of business in manufactur
ing cases for the .357 Herrett is to determine 
the exact chamber dimensions of your 
Contender-not Bob Milek's, Stan 
Trzoniec's, Speer's, mine, but yours. By 
determining these exact dimensions, you can 
avoid the manipulation of your sizing die by 
the "quarter turn, eighth turn - try 'em and 
see" routine, often recommended as the 
method to achieve "zero headspace." In sim
plistic terms, zero headspace in the .357 Her
rett is achieved when the resized and 
trimmed case abuts the shoulder of the cham
ber on the one end, and the base of the case 
abuts the breech face on the other. Excessive 
case stretching and misfires can result if the 
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case is not supported fore and aft as pre
viously described. Misfires are wasteful and 
inconvenient; reloading stretched cases is 
potentially dangerous because a blown case 
head or ruptured case can result. 

An easy way to avoid these coun
terproductive results is to make a chamber 
cast. 

Case forming, previously a tedi us hit or 
miss operation, is now a simple eyeball pro
cedure. Inside and outside lube a .30-.30 (or 
.375 Win.) case, place it in the shell holder of 
your press, stroke the handle and the resizing 
die will perform the necking up (or down) 
operation. Set the sized case next to the 
chamber cast and adjust your sizing die until 
the round ridge on the resized case is parallel 
to the shoulder of the casting. Having 
achieved this, snug the hex screw on the die's 
locking ring. Now measure the casting from 
rim to case mouth and make note of that 
figure. Use a lathe type case trimmer to trim 
the resized brass to the previously noted 
figure. 

When the proper case length has been 
achieved, reassemble the Contender, cham
ber a case and (I hate to say it) "snap" the 
action shut. If this proves impossible, rotate 
the case 90° and again "snap" the action. The 
case should still offer some resistance prior to 
the action locking shut. Try one more case 

through the die, case trimmer, and pistol 
action to make certain of your settings. Once 
positive that your settings are correct, tighten 
the hex screw on the locking ring. 

Now you are ready for some production 
work. Trim and resize at least 120 cases so 
that even if you lose a few in resizing or fire 
forming (I lost only onr to the resizing die out 
of 175 cases), you will still have at least 100 
cases. Of special interest to you "thrifty" (i .e. 
broke) types-contrary to instructions given 
by all sources of information - is the fact that 
I used once-fired .30-.30 cases, not virgin 
brass, with no ill effect. Run all resized and 
trimmed cases through the action using the 
90° rotation procedure prior to priming, 
charging, and bullet seating steps. Thoughts 
of a high primer setting off a charged case, in 
a partially closed Contender, is an unsettling 
idea, so do run those cases through the gun 
first. 

Prime, charge and seat the bullets and you 
are ready to fire form. Fire forming is the 
easiest step in manufacturing brass for the 
.357 Herrett. My fire forming load is 26 gr. 
of 2400 under a 125 gr. JHC slug torched by 
R-P primers. This load is 5 grs. lighter than 
the maximum load listed in Speer's #10 using 
2400and125 gr. bullets. It does give the folks 
at the range a bit of a start to hear the Herrett 
bark and see an eight inch blue-orange flame 
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Here are five different .357 Herrett 
cartridge drawings with differing 
case lengths, neck lengths, shoul
ders. A) from "Tips on Handloading 
the .30 and .357 Herrett" by Bob 
Milek. BJ Speer #10 Reloading Man
ual. C) author's data. D) Bill San
ford's data. E) Skip Bogley's data. 
You will need to make a chamber 
cast (see page I 09J to determine 
the proper .357 Herrett dimensions 
for your gun. 

erupt from a 10 inch T-C. 
Other than fire forming, this load is totally 

useless in my gun. At velocities in the 2000 
fps range, the jacket tears, peels back to the 
cannelure and flies off the core like a discard
ing sabot. These 125 gr. Sierra Sportsmaster 
JHC bullets were designed to expand at 1000 
fps or less. To expect satisfactory perfor
mance, at Mach 2+ , is a bit unrealistic. 

After fire forming, tumble the cases clean 
and inspect the case mouth and shoulder 
areas for hairline cracks. Also check for case 
head expansion and for signs of a dark ring 
around the primer. If such a ring exists, check 

Continued on page 108 
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HANDLOADING l'HE .445 SUPERMAG 
CAST BULLET LOADS CAST BULLET LOADS 
BULLET POWDER CHARGE VELOCITY GROUP+ BULLET POWDER CHARGE VELOCITY GROUP+ 
Sierra SAECO 260 
220 grain 34.0 grs. H4227 1629 fps 1.00" 260 grain 32.0 grs. H4227 1560 fps 0.50" 
Silhouette 35.0 grs. H4227 1679 ts 1.25" SilhoUette 33.0 grs. H4227 1654 fi?s 1.75" 

36.0 grs . H4227 1705 s 1.25" 34.0 grs. H4227 1648* fps 1.00" 
39.0 grs. WW680 1656 s 1.25" 35.0 grs . H4227 1625* fPs 2.50" 
40.0 grs. WW680 1660 fps 2.50" 37.0 grs. WW680 1515 fps 0.75" 
36.0 grs. Hl 10 1671 r 2.50" 38.0 grs. WW680 1540 ts 0.75" 
37.0 grs. Hl 10 1734 s 1.50" 39.0 grs. WW680 1577 s 0.75" 
38.0 grs. Hl 10 1736 s 1.50" 40.0 grs. WW680 1621 fPs 3.00" 
39.0 grs. Hl 10 1786 s 1.75" 

NEI #295 
Speer 290!('in 32.0 grs. WW680 1424 fps 1.50" 
240 grain 33.0 grs. H4227 1551 ts 1.25" .429 33.0 grs. WW680 1468 fps 0.625" 
Silhouette 34.0 grs. H4227 1609 s 1.25" 34.0 grs. WW680 1549 fps 2.25" 

35.0 grs. H4227 1683 s 1.25" 35.0 grs. WW680 1559 fps 1.25" 
36.0 grs. H4227 1713 fps 2.00" 36.0 grs. WW680 1561 fps 1.00" 
37.0 grs. WW680 1544 fps 1.50" 29.0 grs. Hl 10 1439 fps 2.50" 
38.0 grs. WW680 1555 fps 1.25" 30.0 grs. Hl 10 1493 ts 1.75" 
39.0 grs. WW680 1626 fps 1.00" 31 .0 grs. Hl 10 1585 s 1.75" 
31 .0grs. HllO 1450 fps 2.00" 32.0 grs. Hl 10 1602 s 1.375" 
32.0 grs. Hl 10 1489 fps 2.375" 33.0 grs. Hl 10 1634 fps 1.50" 
33.0 grs. Hl 10 151l 1.50" 34.0 grs. Hl 10 1694 fPs 2.50" 
34.0 grs . Hl 10 1527 s 2.00" 
35.0 grs. Hl 10 1542 s 1.50" SSK #310.429 
36.0 grs. Hl 10 1642 s 1.50" 300grain 32.0 grs. WW680 1451 fps 1.75" 
37.0 grs. Hl 10 1656 s 1.75" 33.0 grs. WW680 1498 fps 1.625" 
38.0 grs. Hl 10 1719 fps 1.50" 34.0 grs. WW680 1562 fps 2.00" 

35.0 grs. WW680 1607 ts 2.00" 
Hornady 29.0 grs. Hl 10 1469 s 1.00" 
265 grain 29.0 grs. H4427 1456 fps 1.25" 30.0 grs. Hl 10 1522 ts 0.875" 
Flat Point 30.0 grs. H4227 1513 fps 1.50" 31.0 grs. Hll 0 1611 s 2.50" 

31 .0 grs. H4227 1571 1.50" 32.0 grs. Hl 10 1650 s 1.25" 
32.0 grs. H4227 1617 s 1.125" 33.0 grs. Hl 10 1686 fPs 1.25" 
33.0 grs. WW680 1398 s 1.50" 
34.0 grs. WW680 1437 s 1.50" Firearm: Don Wesson .445 SuperMog 
35.0 grs. WW680 1503 s 2.50" Barrel Length: 10 inches 
29.0 grs. Hl 10 1344 fps 1.50" Brass: IHMSA .445SM 
30.0 grs. Hl 10 1414 fps 2.00" Primer: CCI #200 
31.0 grs . Hl 10 1450 fPs 1.25" Temperature: 60-70 F 

Chronograph: PACT PC and Oehler 33 
Sierra 
300 grain 32.0 grs. Hl 10 1191 E' 1.25" +All groups represent the center-to-center measurement of three 
Flat Point 33.0 grs. Hl 10 1199 s 1.25" shots at 25 yards from a hand-held sandbag rest. 

34.0 grs. Hl 10 1225 s 1.25" 
35.0 grs. Hl 10 1252 s 1.25" *Velocities ore actually lower with a heavier Mwder chorrce. 
36.0 grs. Hl 10 1325 fps 1.25" A heavy roll crimp is not possible with these II-capacity oads. 
37.0 grs. Hl 10 1412 fps 1.50" 
29.0 grs. WW680 1188 fps 2.00" PRIMER COMPARISONS 
30.0 grs. WW680 122l 1.75" Load: 35.5 grs. WW680 and Sierra 250 gr. JFP 
31.0 grs . WW680 1276 s 1.75" 
32.0 grs . WW680 1310 s 1.75" Cl #200 Lorge Rifle Primer: 1409 fps 
33.0 grs. WW680 1361 s 2.00" CCI #250 Lorge Rifle Magnum Primer: 1402 ts 
34.0 grs. WW680 1453 s 1.375" CCI #350 Lorge Pistol Mo1,num Primer: 1415 s 
35.0 grs. WW680 1472 fPs 1.00" (Accuracy was unaffected y switching primers.) 

NEI #260.429K BRASS COMPARISON 
260 grain 32.0 grs. H4227 1576 fps 2.00" Load: 34.5 grs. H 110 and 250 gr. Sierra JFP 

33.0 grs. H4227 1660 fps 1.50" 
34.0 grs. H4227 1710 i' 2.50" New Bross: 1602 ts 2.125" 
37.0 grs. WW680 1612 s 2.625" Once Fir~d Bross: 1615 s 1.250" 
38.0 grs. WW680 1636 s 2.00" Twice Fired Bross: 1706 s 1.50" 
39.0 grs. WW680 1716 s 2.00" (Groups ore 5-shots at 25 yards.) 
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By John Taj.fin 
Photos by Ichiro Nagata 

T he .357 SuperMag chambered in the 
Dan Wesson heavy frame revolver is 

generally regarded by experienced sil
houetters as the finest revolver cartridge 
for long range silhouetting. 

The SuperMag concept was a simple 
one. Instead of going to a big bore for 
silhouettes, stretch the .357 Magnum case 
to 1.610" and use 180-200 grain bullets at 
the same muzzle velocities attained by the 
.357 Magnum using 158 grain bullets. 

50 

Though the concept was simple, carrying 
it out was not. 

It was more than a matter of chamber
ing an existing revolver for the new car
tridge-stretching the case to 1.610" also 
meant elongating revolver frames and cyl
inders. This is no simple task and certainly 
required a large investment in time , 
money and engineering. 

Many silhouetters had found the origi
nal Magnum lacking in knockdbwn power 
on stubborn , 60 pound rams. When the 
weather conditions were wet and cold or 
a strong wind was coming against the back 
of the targets, the .357 also met its match 

in many a pig. The .357 SuperMag gave 
big-bore knockdown power with small
bore recoil. 

When the .357 SuperMag from Dan 
Wesson first appeared on the scene, more 
than one wildcatter was waiting with 
reamers in hand to do one thing : Turn it 
into a true big bore. 

The largest number of these were 
turned into .44 SuperMags, and I had the 
privilege of doing extensive shooting of 
one such wildcat, the .44 UltraMag. The 
.44 UltraMag used .444 Marlin brass cut 
to 1.620". This brass is larger in diameter 
than .44 Magnum brass , so it was swaged 
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and turned on a lathe until it matched .44 
Magnum dimensions. The reason, of 
course, was to also allow the use of the 
shorter .44 Magnums in the same cylin
der. 

My good friend Lew Schafer created 
the .44 UltraMag and by careful reloading 
we acquired the following muzzle veloci
ties, in temperatures of 20-25 degrees, us
ing a six-inch barrelled Dan Wesson 
revolver: 
200 gr. Hornady JHP 1718 fps 
220 gr. Sierra FPJ Silhouette 1670 fps ' 
240 gr. Hornady Jacketed 
Silhouette 1596 fps 
265 gr. Hornady FFP 1495 fps 
305 gr. Cast Gas Checked Bullet 1589 fps 

At the time, only the 265 grain and 305 
grain bullets were chronographed in the 
same revolver with the eight-inch barrel 
installed and like loads gave an increase 
of 110 fps to the 265 Hornady anq a mere 
13 fps to the 305 grain cast bullet. All 
loads were assembled with WW680 pow
der and CCI #350 Magnum Large Pistol 
primers with the 305 grain cast bullet giv
ing five-shot groups of less than half an 
inch at 25 yards . 

Barrels for the .44 UltraMag were stan
dard Dan Wesson .44 Magnum barrels but 
because the SuperMag frames used differ
ent threads, eight-inch .44 Magnum bar
rels were cut to six-inches and rethreaded, 
and ten-inch barrels went through the 
same process to become eight-inch bar
rels . This accounts for the lack of testing 
with a ten-inch barrel. 

For the past five years , the various .44 
SuperMags, based on either .444 Marlin 
or .30-40 Krag brass, have been regarded 
as illegitimate sons of the .357 SuperMag. 
Now, thanks to the combined efforts of 
Dan Wesson and Elgin Gates of IHMSA, 
the illegitimate son has received its birth
right and been welcomed into the family. 
The newest of the SuperMag family of 
cartridges has been dubbed the .445 
SuperMag by its creator, Elgin Gates. 

Gates tells of designing the SuperMag 
line of cartridges nearly 15 years ago with 
seven parent SuperMag cartridges being 
designed: .357, .375, .414, .445, .455 , 
.505, .610. The .357 and .375 SuperMags 
are now well established, the .445 is 
scheduled to be available through regular 
channels as you read this, and if all goes 
according to plans, the .41 SuperMag-

The Dan Wesson .445 SuperMag 
revolver features the 
interchangeable barrels that have 
become something of a Dan Wesson 
trademark. The top-notch accuracy 
for which Dan Wesson is Justly 
renowned Is In large measure 
attributed to the interchangeable 
barrel's capability of holding an 
extremely tight barrel/cylinder gap. 
Of course the Dan Wesson match
grade barrel tubes don't hurt either# 
The .445 SuperMag should make a 
tremendous Impact on the handgun 
hunting scene, especially those who 
seek the larger and more dangerous 
species. 
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The Dan Wesson grip 
stud (above) houses the 
mainspring and provides a 
stable stirrup for the wood 
stacks. The .445 SuperMag 
(above right) dwarfs a petite 
.44 Magnum cartridge. The 
Four-Forty-Five is simply a 
lengthened .44 Mag case. 
One of the reasons for the 
strength of the Dan Wesson 
(below) is its massive cylinder 
that provides plenty of meat 
between the chambers. 

the .414-will also be in my hands for test
ing as this goes to print. 

After communication with both Elgin 
Gates and Bob Talbot , chief engineer at 
Dan Wesson, I was scheduled to receive 
one of the prototype Dan Wesson .445's, 
a small lot of the first brass and a set of 
Redding .445 SuperMag dies. Upon the 
arrival of the .445 SuperMag from Dan 
Wesson, I was very pleased to find not 
only a blued ten-inch Dan Wesson .445 
with Zebrawood grips , but also an extra 
eight-inch barrel in the Heavy Barrel con
figuration along with a pair of the newest 
Dan Wesson "gripper" style one-piece 
wood grips. As it turned out, the extra 
grips were vital to the testing project. 
From the serial number on my test gun 
and matching barrels, 003 , this is the third 
gun out of the factory, after the original 
stainless .445's sent to IHMSA. 

As a starting point for loading for the 
.445 SuperMag, I went back to the load
ing data for the .44 UltraMag and also 
compared the capacity of the .445 
SuperMag brass with the wildcat .44 
UltraMag brass. The brass for the .445 
SuperMag seems to be "stretched" .44 
Magnum brass and is not as beefy as the 
wildcat brass made up from either .444 
Marlin or .30-40 Krag brass. So even 
though the .445 had more case capacity 
than the wildcat .44 UM, I decided to play 
it safe and not increase powder charges at 
the beginning. 

Firing the new .445 for the first time 
gave me a sensation that I had never really 
experienced before with a Dan Wesson 
production revolver: recoil. Dan Wessons 
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move left or right as the gun was fired. 
Upon closer examination, it was found 

that the pin was not gone but had re
treated into the frame. My gunsmith cut a 
solid pin from a piece of drill rod and 
made it long enough to seat completely 
into the hole in the frame and still pro
trude the proper length to mate with the 
hole in the shroud. Problem solved. Tal
bot assured me that this was not normal 
and someone had simply got carried away 
and drilled the frame hole too deep. A 
minor problem easily corrected . 

The "windows" in the barrel shroud reduce weight on the mighty Dan Wesson 
in order to meet the IHMSA weight restriction of 4 pounds. 

A more serious problem that surfaced 
was totally new to Talbot. No one other 
than myself had experienced it , and it 
only happened with 300 grain bullets. Ap
parently at this point in time, I was the 
only one who had tested the .445 with 300 
grain bullets. A number of times , the cyl
inder bolt would unlock under recoil and 
allow the cylinder to rotate backwards. 
Again. I stress that this only happened 
with 300 grain bullets. 

I suggested to Talbot that the answer 
would probably be a stronger bolt spring. 
He felt the problem was probably a bolt 
that did not seat fully into the locking 
notch of the cylinder. but whatever the 
problem , he assured me that this would 
be taken care of before the .445 goes into 
regular production. 

chambered for .357 SuperMag , .375 
SuperMag, .41 Magnum and .44 Magnum 
all weigh in the neighborhood of four 
pounds and one is likely to get fatigued 
from trying to hold them offhand much 
quicker than getting bothered by recoil. 

To be legal for IHMSA silhouetting, 
the .445 SuperMag has to meet a required 
weight limit of four pounds and both 
models , the ten-inch regular barrel and 
the eight-inch heavy barrel , weigh in just 
about one ounce under the legal weight. 

Even at four pounds, recoil with the 
heaviest loads is substantial and contin
ued firing off sandbags , just as with the 
. 357 and .375 SuperMags , is brutal. Ex
tensive blast comes back at the shooter. 

Since the .445 provided for testing was 
still at the prototype stage and since this is 
the first Dan Wesson to ever provide sub
stantial recoil with top loads, a few minor 
problems surfaced. All of these have been 
shared with Bob Talbot and he assures me 
that all can easily be remedied and none 
will occur with production .445 's. 

At about the 20th round fired through 
the new Dan Wesson , I got hit in the face 
with something and my first thought was: 
"This thing is coming apart! " 

Looking to see what was missing, I was 
relieved to only find that one of the grip 
medallions had come out , and after look
ing around the area to no avail (and ex
periencing a sinking feeling realizing that 
I had to send the .445 to American Hand
gunner for color photography) , I found 
the medallion in my shirt pocket where it 
safely resided throughout the rest of the 
testing time. 

But that 's why the cover photo shows a 
Man Desson revolver. I stuck that pesky 
medallion in upside down! 

Arriving home , I cleaned the Dan Wes
son , pressed the medallion back into place 
and then noticed that the Zebrawood grip 
had cracked on the left side right below 
the cutout for the abbreviated backstrap 

of the Dan Wesson revolver. I shared this 
concern with Talbot relating that perhaps 
the Zebrawood grip just would not handle 
the recoil of the .445. He was way ahead 
of me on this one and had already discov
ered that some grips were even cracking 
as the grip screw was tightened. Turns out 
that the outside supplier of Dan Wesson 
grips had bedded the Zebrawood grips in 
the latest shipment incorrectly and this 
problem has been corrected. After the 
Dan Wesson returned from its photog
raphy session , I did the rest of my test
ing with the walnut finger groove grips 
installed . 

Removing the barrel nut and shroud of 
the ten-inch barrel , I discovered that a vi
tal part was missing. The roll pin that pro
truded from the front of the frame and 
served the purpose of entering a corre
sponding hole in the shroud seemed to be 
gone. This would mean that unless the 
barrel nut was torqued up extremely tight , 
both the shroud and the front sight could 

It seems every new venture has pitfalls 
and this project is no exception. The first 
lot of brass turned out to be too soft and 
resulted in sticky extraction with higher 
loads and another phenomenon devel
oped in that the more the brass was used 
the better it got. By the third firing, the 
brass had been worked sufficiently 
enough that without changing powder 
charges or primers or bullets, pressures 
dropped and velocities went up. 

Elgin Gates assures me that the minor 
problem with the brass has also been 
taken care of and only the early lots give 
this problem. Simply a matter of changing 
the recipe slightly. This problem will also 
be taken care of by the time the .445 is 

Continued on page 98 

Tack Driving .445 SuperMag Loacls 
(Sub-One-Inch 25 Yard Groups) 

Bullet 
Sierra 220 FP J 
Speer 240 Sil. 
Sierra 300 JSP 
SAECO 260GC 
SAECO 260GC 
SAECO 260 GC 
SAECO 260 GC 
SAECO 260 GC 
NEI 295 Keith 
NEI 295 Keith 
SSK 310 
SSK 310 

Charge 
34.0 grs. H4227 
39.0 grs. WW680 
35.0 grs. Hl 10 
32.0 grs. H4227 
34.0 grs. H4227 
37.0 grs. WW680 
38.0 grs. WW680 
39.0 grs. WW680 
33.0 grs. WW680 
36.0 grs. WW680 
29.0 grs. Hl 10 
30.0 grs. Hl 10 

Velocity 
1629 fps 
1626 fps 
1427 fps 
1560 fps 
1648 fps 
1515 fps 
1540 fps 
1577 fps 
1468 fps 
1561 fps 
1469 fps 
1522 fps 
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The Field Grade .454 Casull from 
Freedom Arms (lower gun, above) 
is mechanically identical to the 
Premiere Grade, but it sells for over 
$300 less. The savings comes from 
cosmetics-the Field Grade has less 
hand polishing and Pachmayr grips 
instead of hand fitted walnut. It is 
still "the world's finest revolver" 
capable of exceptional accuracy and 
devastating power. Options are 
available on the Field Grade, as the 
author discusses in the text. Dick 
Casull (/eh) invented the .454 Casull 
cartridge and designed the Freedom 
Arms single action revolver. His 
design genius is reflected in the fact 
that no other gun maker dares 
chamber the massively powerful 
.454 cartridge-only Casull's design 
can withstand the chamber 
pressures, which can reach a 
whopping 60,000 psi. 
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.454Casull 

FIELD 
GRADE 

The world's finest single 
action revolver now 

comes in a less 
expensive version but 

with the same gnat's eye 
accuracy and bone 

crushing power of its 
luxurious cousin, the 

Premier Grade. 

L ike so many sixgunners before him, 
Dick Casull has carried on a love affair 

with the Colt Single Action that goes back 
as far as he can remember. During the 
1950s, many old and used but repairable 
Colt Single Actions were available for $50, 
a very reasonable price. The economics of 
the situation combined with the passion for 
the old Colt led the young gunsmith to 
begin experimenting with the Single 
Action. 

A preference for the .45 caliber soon 
developed as it proved to be a much better 
killer on game than the newer .357 Mag
num. Casull played with the .44 Special for 
awhile, but when Winchester brought out 
solid head .45 Colt cases to replace the old 
folded head , or "balloon style" brass, the 
.45 Colt became the main thrust of his 
experimenting. 

The Colt Single Action .45 is a big bore 
sixgun with very thin cylinder walls. To 
Casull, this meant little or no margin of 
safety when using heavier-than-standard 
factory loads. The old folded head cases, 
which started the idea that still erroneously 
persists to this day that .45 Colt brass is 
weak, had given way to stronger brass, but 
the guns themselves were still relatively 
weak. 

Casull bulged a number of cylinders 
working with what he considered a good 
cartridge, the .45 Colt. The wall thickness 
between the chambers was simply too thin . 
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As he went further using frame-mounted 
firing pins to handle the higher pressures 
that were being worked with , cylinders and 
top straps blew, and ignition problems 
developed. A five shot cylinder would be 
necessary to realize the full potential of the 
.45 Colt cartridge. 

Five shot cylinders were made up using 
4140 steel, cutting them as close to the 
frame as possible. That is, the cylinders 
were made as large as possible and still fit 
the Colt frame cylinder window. The 
geometry of the Colt had to be changed, of 
course, to have the action work as a five
sho oter instead of the traditional 
sixshooter. 

Using the first five shot cylinders, loads 
utilizing the 250 grain cast bullet attained 
muzzle velocities of 1300 fps. This is real 
close to .44 Magnum performance. Casull, 
who was still in his early twenties at this 
time, wanted more. 

Heat-treating and metallurgy were stud
ied until a way was figured to heat-treat 
Colt Single Action frames to 40 Rockwell 
without warpage. Using specially-built 
P.O. Ackley .45 caliber 1 :24 twist barrels, 
the five-shot Colts were now capable of 
1550 fps with 250 grain bullets. This was in 
1954 before the advent of the .44 Magnum . 
The results were gratifying but Casull felt 
that there was little margin of safety. He 
wanted power, but he wanted to do it with 
an adequate safety margin. 

By now, .45 Colt primer pockets were 
being reamed to accept rifle primers and 
ignition problems were overcome with 
duplex and triplex loads. This was before 
the availability of HllO and WW296 , 
which make duplex and triplex loads 
unnecessary. 

The Colt Single Action had been taken 
as far as possible. In the search for more 
power and above all adequate safety, the 
answer would have to be to build a new 
frame. Starting from scratch, Casull built 
frames from 4140 steel and five shot cylin-

Continued on page 86 
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postcard (no envelopes) and follow 
sample. Send to AMERICAN 
HANDGUNNER, Dept. H3, POB 
880409, San Diego, CA 92108-0009. 
Mail before April 1, 1989 
Limit 1 entry per household. 

"HOW OFTEN DO YOU PARTICIPATE 
IN A SHOOTING ACTIVITY?" 
(Including target practice, hunting, 
plinking, competition, etc.) 
(A) More than once a week. 
(B) 3 to' 4 times per month . 
(C) 1 to 2 times per month. 
(D) less than once per month . 

A cclaimed as " unique" by some and 
" brilliant" by others, the Master 

Blaster is truly the latest advancement in 
competition shooting technology. Master 
Blaster is a custom conversion of a Baston 
AR-15 receiver into a highly specialized 
handgun for accurate Jong range shooting. 

Master Blaster was created specifically 
for the Long Range Event of the prestigi
ous Masters tournament (for details of the 
match , see page 58). The unique rules of 
the event presented a challenge for gun 
designer Allan Zitta and Master Blaster 
is the result. It gives a shooter a high 
magazine capacity coupled with precise 
accuracy. 

A full-floating match barrel is attached 
to the receiver and runs 12 inches from 
breech to muzzle. A compensator, or 
muzzle brake, is available to help stablize 
the gun. A custom trigger job is per
formed to give Master Blaster a smooth, 
light let-off. The trigger weighs three 
pounds and is very crisp thanks to an in
genious modification system that changes 
sear engagement. An over-travel screw is 
fitted to the trigger. Both hammer and 
trigger have over-sized , precison-fitted 
stainless steel pins. 

Master Blaster weighs 4Y4 pounds in-
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Address - ------------

City, State, Zip---- - -----

Circle your answer to question: IA) IBJ ICJ ID) 

If I win, please ship my gun through: 

Dealer ___ ___ ______ _ 

Address --- ----------

City, State, Zip - - --- ------

Phone { ) _ · ___ Store Hours_ am_ pm 

Contest void where taxed or prohibited by law. W inners 

must comply with al l federa l and locol laws. Contest open 
to U.S. residents only. Employees ond agents of Publishers ' 

Development Corp. not eligible . No purchase necessary. 

Winners wil l be notified by REGISTERED MAIL on officia l 

letterhead . 

eluding scope bases. A skeletonized hand 
guard protects the shooter from burning 
his hand on a hot barrel. The grip has 
been altered from the standard AR-15 
configuration to a 12 degree angle, the 
same as a Colt 1911 pistol's grip angle . 
The stocks are hand carved from a lami
nated piece of presentation wood. 

The gun is manually operated by re
tracted the operating rod handle to eject 
the fired round and chamber a fresh round 
from the magazine. Allan Zitta has per
fected a semi-auto version of Master Blas
ter too. 

Calibers available include .223, 6mm/ 
.223 , 6.5mm/.233 and 7mm TCU. The Gi
veaway gun shown here is a 6mm/.223 
which is the .233 case necked up to 6mm. 

Master Blaster is a modular design with 
interchangeable upper receivers avail
able . You can simply switch upper receiv
ers to change to a whole new caliber, 
barrel length or sighting system. The Mas
ter Blaster comes complete with a hard 
carrying case. Master Blaster sells for 
$1295 without sights . 

For more information , contact Allan 
Zitta at 74 Garden Street , Dept. AH, 
Feeding Hills , ~ 
MA01030. . ~ 
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Kenn Tapp (below and left) trounced 
all comers to take the title of 1988 
Master. He beat top-ranked IPSC 
shooter Brian Enos (low right) who 
placed second. The Masters pushes 
a gunsmith to the limits to design 
specialized guns for certain events. 
Here (far left) three contestants 
display some of the more exotic 
hardware for the demanding Long 
Range Event. The Precision Event 
(above) asks shooters to hit 
deviously small targets, 1.77" 
wafers, at 25 and 50 meters. 
The Action Event (far right) has 
targets that are considerably easier! 





Robertta Geer (far left) is a top IPSC 
shooter who performed well in the 
Action Event with her Springfield 
.38 Super. In the Top 16 Shoot-Off 
(above) the 1986 Master Wayne 
Bowker slams down an Action target 
while his opponent, IPSC top gun 
Mike Plaxco, waits for his turn. The 
Long Range Event (right) gave 
shooters limited elbow, or foot, room 
to hit the falling plates 200 meters 
away. Those menacing little 
Precision targets (low left) are as 
easy to hit as threading a needle 
with baseball gloves. Some shooters 
(inset, low left) aren't bashful about 
who buys their ammo! 

" J was workin' too much and shootin' 
too little so something had to give. 

Since it's been too hot to work, I quit." 
The strategy worked! Kenn Tapp, a 56-

year-old roofing contractor from Win
chester, Kentucky, got down off the roof 
to get ready for The Masters . He is now 
$16 ,420 richer and humbly wears the 
widely coveted title of The 1988 Grand 
Master. 

The keys. to success for The Masters 
have been discovered. Both the 1987 
Grand Master, Allen Fulford, and the 
1988 Grand Master, Kenn Tapp, share 
four characteristics in common. 

They both won The Masters at age 56. 
They are both from the South. 
They both quit work to prepare for The 

Masters- Allen retiring, and Kenn tak
ing time off. 

But above all, both are genuine all
around nice guys and crowd favorites. 

One might think that The Masters is a 
young man's game. Not so. The average 
age of the top three shooters is 49, and the 
average age of all shooters is somewhere 

in the 40's. Two of the top three shooters 
are in their latter 50's. This is a game of 
skill, speed and perseverance, not neces
sarily youth. 

The road to The Masters for Kenn Tapp 
did not start yesterday. Kenn has been a 
shooter since the 1950's when he started 
shooting bullseye. He has always been a 
handgun hunter, enjoys shooting black 
powder rifles and pistols, competes in 
IHMSA silhouette and IPSC, and has 
twice won the Second Chance. 

Kenn says the key to success is "to hang 
in there, getting better and progressing 
each year, and never give up." 

This year's Masters, the third annual 
match, hosted 225 shooters from 40 states 
and four foreign countries. Of those 225 
hopefuls, 79 registered as Professionals, a 
category that is based on past perform
ances at any handgun tournament. Any 
shooter that has finished in the top 25 % 
of a major tournament, or has won $100 
or more in prize money, is considered a 
professional. 

The remaining 146 shooters were 
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classed as Sportsman , and were granted 
the unique opportunity of shooting beside 
such well known competitors as Brian 
Enos , Rob Leatham , Jerry Barnhart , 
John Pride and Riley Gilmore. One 
Sportsman , Lee Edwards, is now a 
Professional thanks to shooting into the 
Top 16, besting Leatham , Gilmore , and 
Barnhart in the process. 

What is The Masters? A unique shoot
ing tournament combining the precision 
of bullseye shooting, the speed of action 
shooting, and the long range characteris
tics of silhouette shooting. 

The score of the top shooter in each 
category is assigned the value of 100 and 
every other score is measured as a per
centage of the top score. For example , if 
the top score in Long Range is 30, it be
comes "100" and a score of 15 would be 
considered "50" since 15 is 50% of 30. 

The three scores are totaled and the 
shooter with the highest aggregate is The 
Grand Master. 

Kenn Tapp scored 87.5 in Precision , 
87.5 in Action , and 100.00 in Long Range 
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A Long Range shooter (far left) In a 
modified Creedmore stance. Three 
118est of the Worst" (above) shooters 
compete in a daily shoot-off for 
$1000 cash. Those eligible have to 
finish at the bottom of the day's 
standings. The Wall of Fire (above 
right) is a spectacular grand finale. 
Rob Leatham ignites the gasoline 
targets with his assault rifle. 
Exploding targets (low right) are 
used in the 118est of the Worst" 
shoot-off. The firing line (below left) 
of the Precision Event. 

for a total of274.99. Because of the built
in tie breaker system, Tapp did not win 
the Long Range event, coming in second. 

Sounds easy, right? Wrong! The Mas
ters is the toughest handgun tournament 
ever devised and a rundown of the events 

will illustrate this . There are three events, 
Precision, Action and Long Range with 
each competitor shooting only one event 
per day. 

For a complete Course Of Fire descrip
Continued on page 68 

GUNS AND GEAR OF THE TOP SIXTEEN 
PLACE SHOOTER ACTION EVENT PRECISION EVENT LONG RANGE EVENT 
1. Kenn Tapp Colt .38 Super High Standard Sako 7 TCU (Burris 7x) 
2. Brian Enos Springfield .38 Super Clark Ruger XP-100 7BR (T asco) 
3. John Farley Colt .38 Super S&W M-41 T /C .30-30 (Burris) 
4. Vance Schmid Colt .38 Super High Standard XP-100 7 BR (Tosco 4x30) 
5. Wayne Bowker Springfield .38 Super S&W M-41 (Aimpoint) XP-100 7 BR 
6. Dennis Crocker Colt .38 Super Fiocchi-Pardini Sako 7TCU 
7. Al Sinclair Colt .38 Super High Standard T/C 7 TCU (Burris) 
8. John Pride S&W9mm S&W M-41 French Sako 7.62x39 (Burris 6x) 
9. Howard Roe Colt .45 ACP S&W M-41 T/C 7x30 (Leupold 4x) 
10. Bobby Carver Clark .38 Super Clark Ruger Sako 7 TCU (Burris 7x) 
11. Allen Fulford Clark .38 Super High Standard (Aimpoint) Ultra Light Arms 7 BR 
12. Lee Edwards Colt .45 ACP Fiocchi-Pardini XP-100 7 BR (Burris 7x) 
13. J. Michael Plaxco Springfield .38 Super Fiocchi-Pardini (Aimpoint) Ultra Light Arms 7 BR 
14. Wayne Warren Colt .45 ACP S&W M-41 XP-100 7-08 
15. Riley Gilmore S&W M-15 .38 Special WaltherGSP XP- 1 00 7 BR (T asco 4x) 
16. Mike Kanazawa Clark .38 Super Buckmark (Pro-Point) T/C 7x30 
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T he first .45 Model 1911 made up for 
me by Frank Pachmayr was actually 

tuned up by J.D. Buchanan. Now this 
ranny was Pachmayr's best mechanic and 
I suspect he taught old Frank a lot of 
things. Buck went on later to establish his 
own shop and all my guns went over his 
bench. He is dead now but he was a real 
geewhiz. There have been a succession of 
my .45 autos through the Pachmayr Gun 
Works since that one. 

George Parker , lifelong amigo and 
pardner, gave me an old and muchly bat
tered Model 1911. I shipped this old crutch 
out to Frank and when it came back I 
packed it on the African Invasion , the in
vasion of Sicily and the brouhaha on 
Omaha Beach. 

Among other live targets I knocked off 
four Arabs with the pistol. These bastards 
were given to creeping into camp and 
trundling off the boys' barracks pokes. I 
shot these rascals at close range and just 
for the hell of it gave each thief several 
rounds. 

It was a revelation to me to see how the 
old 230 grain issue bullet would penetrate 
the human carcass. Without a single ex
ception on these Bedouins, the bullets 
passed plumb through. I seriously doubt 
the brand new 9mm service round will do 
as well. 

I managed to knock off the national 
championship that year. I attribute the 
improved performance to the Pachmayr
tuned handgun. 

I gave this forty-five to George Parker 
because I wanted him to get acquainted 
with the wizardry of the Los Angeles mas
ter. Parker kept the pistol for many years 
finally losing it in Hermosillo , Sonora , 
during a dust-up down there. 

I have a new Model 1911 from Frank 
right now. It does not have the history nor 
yet the glamor of some of the earlier guns 
but it is a real goin' jesse sort of shoot
ing iron . 

We've always held to the notion that 

you cannot drop the trigger under .four 
pounds or the hammer wi ll follow the 
slide down . Pachmayr put an exceedingly 
sweet three pound let-off on my pistol. 
The hammer has never yet followed the 
slide down. Maybe it wi ll tomorrow , but 
so far it has not. I am happy with it. 

Frank pulls the new style short trigger 
out of my gun and installed the old obso
lete long trigger. He grooved it just to 
make it fee l more secure. He replaced the 
arched main spring housing with the old 
style flat job , and stippled it. 

The slide has been tightened and 
lapped into the receiver so that there is 
utterly no slop , neither latera lly nor yet 

I journeyed up t o the National 
Matches, Camp Perry in 1935, and fired 
the National Individual Pistol Champion
ship. The best I could do was to finish 
10th. The pistol I had was an old issue 
crutch and these old jobs were looser than 
a Tunis City whore. The next year I had 
another Model 1911 and this baby had 
been through the Pachmayr tune-up shop . 

These /azbos were part of my command of a tank recovery unit in North 
Africa during World War II. I had good fun in t~at war. 

This is my Pachmayr Combat Special today. It's not the original one I took to 
war, but it's still a fine pistol that pleases me greatly. 
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horizontally. The barrel is specially se
lected from Bar-Sto and the barrel bush
ing was machined by the shop. The barrel 
link is made several thousandths longer so 
that the barrel snugs up in the recesses in 
the top of the slide with utterly no toler
ances. 

Because I am left-handed , Frank 
moved the safety over on the right side of 
the receiver and the slide stop is reposi
tioned to the left side for this old port
sider. 

The sights are Bo-Mar movable both 
ways ; the front post is one-eighth inch and 
sports a red plastic insert. There ain ' t no 
white outline around the rear notch and I 
don 't want one. 

This pistol goes everywhere I go. I 
never step out of the casa without it. One 
of these fine evenings I'll have the good 
luck to find some laddy-o whee ling the 
family auto out of the carport and I' ll give 
this latest Pachmayr-tuned Model 1911 a 
good workout . It would be living up to a 
fine pedigree of fighting forty-fives I've 
carried into combat. 

L on Parker was a U.S. Border Patrol 
officer who rode the International 

Line between the towns of Lochiel-N!'lco , 
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Arizona , a distance of abo ut 60 miles and 
one of the hottest spots on the enti re 
U.S.-Mex frontier. Lon had a partner , 
Robbins Reddick, and the two operated 
entirely on horseback. Parker was 27 
years of age and he had been in the Bor
der Patrol two years. The BP is a Federal 
agency and was created by an act of Con
gress in 1924. The year of interest to us is 
1932, April to be exact. 

Lon Parker was one of a numerous 
clan, there were more than a hundred of 
the tribe in Santa Cruz County, the entity 
across which he rode a week ly patrol. 
Among others of the fa mily was George 
Parker, a cousin and another Border Pa
trolman. This ranny was my closest amigo 
for the small period of 60 years. 

At the time of our story he was sta
tioned at Ajo a good many miles to the 
west of Lon Parker. They had little con
tact although they sometimes got together 
and exchanged signals. Lon was the older 
of the two by a couple of years and both 
had been in school together. There was an 
enduring friendship quite apart fro m the 
fact that they were fi rst cousins. 

Poor old Juan Lopez has just waded the Rio Grande after walking miles out of 
Sinialoa. Now he's nailed by some young studs from my old Border Patrol. 

Frank Pachmayr came up with this "wide link" for the 1911. It stabilizes 
the barrel better, and makes the groups tighter than a miser's fist. 

During the period of interest Lon had 
ridden on patrol by himself. Reddick, his 
partner, was on crutches as the result of a 
pony falling on him . Rather than ask fo r a 
substitute , Parker had set off alone. The 
patrol was a two-day affair , normally, and 
he planned to pull in at a line camp the 
fi rst day , spend the night and ride on in to 
Naco the next day. 

Bare miles out of Noga les , a steaming 
hotbed of smuggling act ivity , he struck 
the tra il of seven horses coming across the 
U .S. -Mex border. Parker built to the sign 
at a fas t tro t . 

For five years I rode 150 miles across 
the south end of New Mexico on precisely 
the same kind of mission and when I cut 
the track of seven ponies I could reason
ably expect that about two contrabando 
were herding fi ve loaded caballos . Lon 
Parke r proba bl y co nclude d th e sa me 
thing. 

After two fas t hours on the sign , Parker 
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rode up on the pack animals but there was 
only one smuggler with them. He pushed 
his hoss up against this Marichi and with 
his .45 Auto cocked and aimed at the coy
ote's th roat he sa id , " Donde esta su com
panero?" (Where is your partner?") 

At about that time the missing smuggler 
shot Parker just above the cantle of the 
saddle. He had laid back behind a big sa
juaro , let the Border Patrolman pass and 
then shot him in the back . The bullet 
missed the spine but tore up a kidney and 
passed out through the belly. 

Parker did not lose his seat in the sad
dle. Without turning to see where the 
gunman was , he shot the smuggler in front 
of him in the throat . He then turned and 
emptied the .45 A uto in the direction of 
his ambusher. 

He fe ll fro m his horse and died hours 
later. When he did not report in fo r two 
days , the Border Patrol put two of its ri 
ders on his sign and they fo und him and 

Hook up, buckos! I was in the 
Airborne and we didn't tolerate 
any nonsense when it was time to 
hit the silk. 

his horse. Parker had died hours after he 
was hit. His horse had strayed on ly a short 
distance. The smuggler lay where Lon's 
bullet had caught him in the throat. The 
bullet had penetrated the neck and sev
ered the spine , he was dead before he hit 
the ground. 

George Parker was as we ll acquainted , 
virtually, in Nogales , Sonora as in No
ga les , Arizona, and he journeyed over on 
the Mex side and commenced to nose 
about. The coyote who had killed Lon 
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was the hero of the hour-he had killed a 
hated Federale , one of the cabrones 
gauchopines who made life miserable for 
self-respecting contrabandistas. 

Parker learned the first night he was in 
Nogales that the killer's name was Fausto 
Villarobledo and that he was shacked up 
with a whore in the Calle San Fernando, 
drank every night in the Cantina Toledo 
and was in the employ of Gabriel Arre
dondo , who was not in Nogales but was 
down in Caborca. 

George called me-I was in El Paso
and said , "Come on over I need your 
help ." I knew about Lon 's death and I had 
a pretty good idea why Parker had called 
me. I was on hand the next day. 

" I know the chief bartender in the Can
tina Toledo real well. I have slipped him 
fifty pesos and enough knockout drops to 
fell an elephant . When Villarobledo 
comes in this evening, he is going to drop 
these pills in his second round of tequila 
en las piedras . When he drops off to sleep 
our barkeep is going to have him packed 
into the backroom. We'll drive up in the 
alley and load him aboard my Ford." Par
ker had one of the early Model A Fords ; 
it had a jump seat behind which opened 
up to make a sort of mother-in-Jaw seat . 
It closed down tightly and we proposed to 
pour out killer into the compartment. 

It was a good plan , certainly a simple 
one, but our killer got coy on us . He sud
denly quit the Cantina Toledo and com
menced to play the field. He drank in this 
bar, drank in that one , and even changed 
whores . George Parker, who knew half 
the questionable characters across the 
border , kept up with his doings . 

When he swapped whores that was his 
undoing . George went to see this babe
her name was Floritacita (the Little 
Flower)-and she was really steamed 
over the boy friend 's deceit. 

Parker offered her fifty pesos if she 
would set him up. " Con mucho gusto" 
(With much pleasure) she assured my old 
amigo. 

Two nights later the phone rang in the 
Hotel Sonorana where we were awaiting 
this very call. " El cabron esta aqui in la 
cama mia," said the voice over the line , 
"El chingon esta mas borracho que nadia" 
she continued. 

Parker turned to me a big grin on his 
face and he said , "The little gal has got 
him , he is drunk as a skunk." We loaded 
up in the Model A Ford and journeyed 
over to the Calle San Fernando and pulled 
up in front of the whorehouse . We went 
inside and carried this murderer out to the 
car. It was about 11 in the evening and the 
street was filled with idling campesanos. 
We raised the jump seat , poured our man 
into the compartment and slammed down 
the cover. 

Floritacitas had · accompanied us . Par
ker had paid her the fifty pesos two days 
before but with a magnanimity which bes
poke his considerable satisfaction he 
pulled out another 50-peso note and 

Continued on page 90 
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OBullseye 
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Clark Custom Guns offers the shooter a complete line of target 
handguns and accessories. Call for more information or send s I for 
complete catalog. 

-Dealer Inquiries W elcome-

Dept. H • I I 462 Kea tchie Road • Keithville. LA 7 I 04 7 
(3 I 8) 925-0836 

. ntorY at over 300 \oded drawings 
featuring an ~~epage catalog w1thhe~; nobbyis\. corn
in house. A48 \eto th0 9unsm1t rei n gun parts 
that are i nva\~ab antique and to ~re listed and 
rnercial, rn1htar~~ available tram u~1us & specialty 
\many ellc1us1veth accessories. surd time again
priced a\on.g w1 tor itsell time an 5 
items. _will pay REIGN - $10.95 $ 59 

suRFACEW~g.E FOR auoTE d 
AIRMAIL u.S. sen 

THIS .45 CASTS A DIFFERENT 
SHADOW. 

Short, compac:t. powerful - our new I 9 I I A- I .45 ACP 
"Pit Bull." Compared to our I 911 A- I Is I Y." shorter 
owrall with all frame parts Interchangeable with the 
Government I 9 I I A- I. 
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NOW YOU CAN Power Custom 

GRAND MASTER DELUXE 

COMPETE ~, 
with Hogue 
Monogrips® 

WITH THE ~ 
POWER ADVANTAGE ~~)~ 
National combat champions rely on the expertise 
of Ron Power to produce customized firearms 
worthy of the user's potential. 

Now Ron Power has extended his services 
for the serious competitor one step further 
by offering specialized tools and customized 
patented parts. 

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS 

POWER CUSTOM, INC. Distributor of 
Hogue Monogrips® R. Rt. #2, Box 756-AB 

Gravois Mills, MO 65037 

Improve your shooting 
Enhance bullet performance with C·H's 

precision Taper Crimp Dies. Many calibers 
available with delivery from stock. 

NEW - .32-20 Taper Crimp Dies. 
Rifle calibers .270, .25106, 7mm Mag., and 
many others. 

Write for complete list or send $2 for our catalog. 
Get $3 back on first direct order over $25! 
Phone 715/229·2146. use MasterCard or Visa. 

C-H TOOL AND DIE CORPORATION 
Dept. AH Owen. Wisconsin 54460 

MASTER PROFESSIONAL 
HANDLOADING TECHNIQUES! 
At last - the single most detailed work avai lable today for handloaders. \Vhile other books only 
guide shooters through the basics of reloading ammunition , THE HANDBOOK OF METALLIC 
CARTR1DGE RELOADING goes one vital step further. It contains the latest comprehensive 
loading tables prepared by the four major powder manufacturers - DuPont, Hercules. Hodgdon, 
and Winchester - for all current rifle and handgun cartridges. Every load has been tested and 
evaluated by expert ballisticians using sophisticated machinery in modern ballistics labs. insuring 
that the load will perform properly and safely when correctly assembled and used. The first section 
of the book offers a meticulous examination of fundamentals. essential equipment, the reloading of 
both rifle and pistol cartridges. and the selection and use of practical accessories. The second 
section deals specifically with components: cases, primers, powders and bullets. The third section. 
on theory, includes significant chapters on pressure, accuracy with jacketed bullets, the making and 
using of high performance cast bullets. precision tools and procedures for benchrest ammunition, 
plus, for the first time, a chapter on the manufacture. characteristics, and uses of Ball Powder. Get 
your copy of HANDBOOK OF METALLIC CARTR1DGE RELOADING now. It 's a standard 
fixture on the loading benches of the most knowledgeable riflemen and handgunners in the 
country. 

HANDGUNNER 
BOOKS 
Dept. 53-AH3 
591 Camino de la Reina 
Suite200 
San Diego, CA 92108 

_ Send me a copy of the HANDBOOK OF METAL· 
UC CARTRIDGE RELOADING. 
Enclosed is $19.95 plus $1.50 postage and handling. 
- C harge my Credir Card _ Visa _ Mastercard 
Num ber Exp Date. __ Initials _ 
NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY STATE _ ZIP __ 
Ca. residents add 6.5% sales'tax. Allow 4·6 weeks delivery. 

THE MASTERS 
Continued from page 63 

tion , send a stamped, self-addressed en
velope to Roy Jinks , Esq . , Match 
Director, The Masters , 2100 Roosevelt 
Ave ., Springfield, MA 01102 . 

Especially if you are a silhouette 
shooter, consider the Long Range course 
of fire. Both NRA and IHMSA Silhouet
ters shoot five targets all the same size and 
at the same distance , fired in groups of 
five in 120 seconds. The Long Range 
event at The Masters uses varying sized 
targets at different distances to be fired in 
less time , without a spotter, and no time 
to adjust sights. Five full-sized animal tar
gets in two minutes as compared to 10 
small circles at two distances in one and 
one-half minutes. Tough! 

An optical sight is allowed in only one 
event of the three , and most shooters opt 
for a scope in the Long Range Event. 

Although The Masters is mainly a 
handgun tournament , this year four long 
gun events were held . Two Shotgun 
Events , pump and auto , and two Rifle 
Events , iron sights and optical sights , are 
now part of The Masters. 

Handgunner columnist Rob Leatham 
took first place in three of these events 
and third in the fourth , auto shotgun, 
which was won by Rob Griggs. Perhaps 
someday a true three gun champion will 
be selected at The Masters as everything 
needed to select a Handgun-Rifle-Shot
gun Champion is there. 

The Masters is supported by a strong 
tripod with all three legs equally im

portant and removal of any one of the 
three and the whole event would collapse. 

One leg is made up of sponsors who put 
up most of the prize money , nearl y 
$200,000 this year, which is awarded to 
the competitors. The top 40 Professional 
shooters and the top 50 Sportsmen take 
home money in amounts ranging from 
$6,000 down to $50. The Grand Master is 
awarded $10,000. 

Plus the top 10 shooters in each event, 
both Professional and Sportsman , receive 
money amounts from $4 ,500 down to 
$135. In addition to all of these prizes, 
there are awards given in each Daily 
Shoot-off and the Top Sixteen Shoot-off. 
This is definitely a high money, high class 
tournament! 

Smith & Wesson and Remington Arms 
are co-sponsors. Smith & Wesson not only 
contributes money, but also people like 
Roy Jinks who is the Match Director and 
it is obvious that a great deal of time and 
planning goes into this event each year. 
Sherry Collins, also of Smith & Wesson , 
mans the Press Room and does a superb 
job of keeping everyone informed of the 
latest developments. 

In addition to these major sponsors, 
each event is financially supported by 
other industry members. Remember the 
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names of those who support handgun
ners; without their generous financial con
tributions there would be no Masters. 

That totals $156,000 from the shooting 
industry to support the shooting sports! 
Remember these sponsors and support 
them as they support us , the shooters. 

Some individual examples of top cash 
awards are $10,000 for The Grand Mas
ter ; $6000 for the top Professional, $3000 
for the top Sportsman; $4,500 and $2,250 
for the top Professional and Sportsman 
respectively in each event. 

Brian Enos, coming in second overall, 
took $6000 plus $4 ,500 each for two first 
places in Action and Long Range. That 's 
$15,000 for three days of handgunning! 

The second leg of support of The Mas
ters is the local people , more than 400 
strong, who volunteer their services for 
the entire week of The Masters . Major 
support comes from PASA (Pike-Adams 
Sports Alliance). PASA Park , as it is 
called , located just outside , Barry and 30 
miles from Quincy, is a most picturesque 
shooting park in the rolling hill country of 
Illinois. This is not just a shooting tour
nament , it is a community event , almost a 
county fair with thousands of people just 
coming out to enjoy the park , visit indus
try displays , and also see some of the best 
handgun shooting available anywhere. 

PASA does not have just 400 mem
bers-much support comes from the com
munity at large. Civic groups, church 
groups and boy scouts all served as vol
unteers. Even the mayor of Barry at
tended the match every day . Local 
people- well-trained, enthusiastic, al
ways helpful and always friendly-make 
The Masters run like a precision piece of 
machinery. Like the Rolex watch won by 
Kenn Tapp and donated by Rolex. 

Local people like Jerry Wilcox , who 
was at the entrance every day providing 
information and directions . 

Local people like Bob Lee, Russell 
Hunter and Marlin Corey who provide 
shuttle service to the parking lot high on 
the hill above the shooting area. Local 
people like Paul Kurtz , who served as 
range officer as I shot the Action Event, 
and calmed this writer in my first-ever ac
tion competition. 

There is another side to Illinois besides 
Morton Grove, and the other side of the 
coin is people like those of the Pike-Ad
ams area who strongly support gun own
ership and the shooting sports. 

The third equally important leg of sup
port of The Masters tripod is the shooter's 
themselves . This is a true Pro/ Am tour
nament with two thirds of the competitors 
being amateurs , or more correctly, 
"Sportsman." 

This is a shooting match that brings out 
the best pistoleros in the country, but it 
also attracts the average guys and gals 
who spend their vacation rubbing elbows 
with the top shooters , and maybe , just 
maybe , actually beating one of the profes
sionals. 

Yes , The Masters is full of famous 

Y! "Hornady, 
we've made an impact in 

silhouette shooting. 
Just ask these guys. 

Homady Rifle and Pistol 
Silhouette Bullets 

Accuracy and knock
down power. You want it 
when you challenge these 

guys. At Hornady, our challenge is to carefully manufacture each 
of our competitive bullets to help you hit right where you're holding. 
The result: Eight out of ten silhouette shooters prefer Hornady 
bullets. That's impact. 

We give you a choice of more than two dozen silhouette bullets. 
Plus, a wide range of designs. 

For example, in unlimited long-range rifle and pistol silhouette 
shooting, try Hornady InterLock"' bullets. Our InterLocks tc 
produce extra striking energy that knocks down a target! ~c:r~ 

~10~\~ 
We're what IHI 
re1:.c:=~~ Ill i l l ~!:~,:!~,~ 

Box 1848. Grand Island. NE 68802-1848 U.S.A. 

Write Homady for a copy of our latest catalog. Include $1 and 
receive our 40th Anniversary Commemorative Poster! 
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handgunners , but it is also shooters like 
beautiful 17-year-old Kelly Whaley, who 
wore a shirt that said "Sponsored By 
Dad." She told me that she used Dad's 
reloads in her Model 586 and Remington 
XP-100 7BR. 

The Masters is family shooters like 
Howard and C ind a R oe of Missouri. 
Howard shot into the Top Sixteen and 
Cinda admitted that Howard did all the 
reloading while she took care of the lawn . 

And The Masters is friends who jour
ney together like Dan Hrinko , Rob Rip
ple and Butch McCort who came from 
southern Ohio and took part in every 
event including the rifle and shotgun ac
tion events. " We came here to shoot 
every way we can! " Rob did a credi table 

job in The Action Event using a K-frame 
Smith & Wesson converted to .32 H&R 
Magnum. 

The Masters is the proud mother-in-law 
I sat next to as she cheered her favorite 
son-in-law onto victory. 

And The Masters is even the young 
boys who fished in the pond between the 
Action and Long Range areas while dad 
shot. 

The Masters provides audiences with a 
view of some of the best shooting avail
able anywhere and a real highlight fo r this 
writer, being a long time sixgunner, was 
the show put on by Jerry Miculek of Lou
isiana. Jerry used a revolver in the Action 
Event , a stock Smith & Wesson Model 27 
. 357 Magnum with a 83/s'' barrel. The old 

PORTABLE RELOADING BENCH 
IDEAL FOR APARTME NT DWELLERS DESIGN , YOUR BODY WE IGHT IS SUS· 
WITHOU T A GARAGE FOR A HEAVY PENDED ON THE SAME FRAME WITH 
BENCH. TAKE INTO THE HOUSE WHEN TH E PRESS. CONSEQUENTLY, NO 
GARAGE IS TOO HOT OR COLD. TAKE TABLE MOVE MENT. PUSH & PULL 
TO THE RA NGE TO DEVELOP PET WORKS AGAINST YOUR BODY. TABLE 
LOADS WITH YOUR FAVORITE PRESS. WILL NOT LIFT OFF THE FLOOR . 
DOES NOT BOLT TO FLOOR DUE TO 

ALL WELDED TUBULAR STEEL FRAME 
• Rubber floor mounts prevent scratch- • Ball bearing swivel seat 

ing floors • Breaks down to 30" x 19 " for 
• Pre·drilled for major presses portabi lity 
• Only weighs 28 pounds 

PORTABLE RELOADING UNIT $67 .00 
2 PLASTIC BOXES FOR EMPTY CASES, BULLETS & LOADED ROUND INCL. 

Visa and Mastercard welcome ~ 
California residen ts add 6% sales tax -VISA 
We ship F.0. B. Marysville, California 

A f~ftllll1\'I, 

time sixgunners, like Elmer Keith and Ed 
McGivern , always maintained that a good 
sixgun , operated by a good sixgunner, 
could be shot fas ter than a semi-auto
matic. 

Miculek proved this to be true as he 
recorded the fas test single run in the Ac
tion Event , drawing from the holster and 
knocking down five targets in 2.2 seconds! 
His shots were so fas t that they almost 
sounded like they were coming from a 
semi-automatic that had gone full auto . 
His total time for all 45 targets, fired in 
groups of five starting with a holstered re
volver, was 27.32 seconds, the fourth fast
est time recorded in the Action Event . 

Brian E nos pe rfo rm ed wha t many 
would have said would be impossible . 
Enos , 32-years-old from Mesa, Arizona, 
won two of the three events! An amazing 
feat. 

The Action Event was owned by Enos 
with a total time of 24.33 seconds, and a 
new long range record of 37 targets was 
set by Brian who is now both the fastes t 
action shooter and also the most accurate 
at long range. Two dissimilar disciplines 
and he won them both . 

Had Enos shot an average score in The 
Precision Event , he would have walked 
away with the title of G rand Master. As it 
turned out , he came in second to Kenn 
Tapp. Brian E nos- a force to be reck
oned with in fu ture Mas ters To urn a
ments. 

Last year's Grand Master, Allen Ful-

\YI (~f)llNl~ll SEND FOR FREE CATALOG NOW 
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COMBAT CORNER CUSTOM PARTS AND ACCESSORIES 
Extended Speed Safety (BISS) .. . $15.95 
Commander Hammer (SS) . . .. . . . $20.95 
Match Extractor . . .. . ... . . .. ... .. $12.95 
Extended Ejector . .. ... . .. . . . . .. . $15.95 

Specify .38 Super/.45 
Extra Thick .45 Mag Pads . . .... . .. $1.50 

Black, checkered neoprene 

Shooting Star Mag call for price 

Extended Magazine Release 
Assembly . ... .. . . ... . .. .. . . . . $19.95 
SS Catch add $4.00 

Extended Magazine Button 
& Screw . .. .. ... .......... . .... $9.95 
Specify BISS 

Quickloader Magazine Well .. . . ... $6.00 
Slide Thumb Shield ... . . . .. . ..... $9.95 
Dealer prices on all COMBAT CORNER 

products and GORDON DAVIS 
LEATHER. Send FFL. 

NEW ... SWENSON AMBI WITHUMBSHIELD-IMPROVED-69.95 
G. Davis # 32450 Competitive Edge .. .. . $75 .00 Bomar BMCS Rear Sight .. . . .. ......... $53.00 
G. Davis #114 Realist Belt ... . . . . . . . . . . .. $28.00 Wilson SS Competition .45 8 rd Mag . . . . . $25.95 
G. Davis #45MP Double Mag Pouch . ... . . $23.00 Wilson SS Competition .45 7 rd Mag . . . .. $22.95 
Ernie Hill 666F Fender Holster .. . . . .. . .. $84.00 Mag Pack .45 8 rd .45 Mag . . . . . . . . .. .... $23.95 
Ernie Hill 1DM Double Mag Pouch . . ... .. $30.00 Mag Pack 8 rd .45 Mag Kit .... . ...... . ... $8.25 
Ernie Hill #134 Competition Belt ...... . .. $46.00 Wilson Shok Buff Washer . .. .. . .. . ..... . . $1 .00 
Breskovich Advantage Grip System . .. ... $5 lOO Wilson Commander Hammer . . ... . . . .... $23.95 
Swenson Ambidextrous Safety .. .. . . . ... $48.50 Wilson Extended Combat Ejector . . . . . .. . $20.95 
Wilson Beaver tail Grip Safety (BISS) . . . . . $20.95 Wilson Adjustable Trigger . . .. . ... . .. . . .. $16.50 
King #206 Wide Spur Grip Safety (BISS) .. $25.00 Wilson Match Quality Extractor ... . . . . .. . $13.95 
Wilson LE-K Compensator Kit (.45) . . . . . $250.00 Shaw SPEED-E-LOAD Magwell (BISS) .. . $26.00 
Clark Pinmaster Compensator (.45) .. . . . $270.00 "I SHOOT HOSTAGES" Halpin .. .. . . .... . $4.25 
Clark 6" Steel .45 Barrel .. . ........... . $130.00 Rogers Combat Assault Holster .... . '. ... $75.00 
Wichita Combat Rear Adjustable Sight . . . $54.50 Ed Brown Beavertail Grip Safety . ... .. . . $29.00 

Check, Money Order, Mastercard, 
Visa & COD Orders Accepted 

Phone Orders: Mon-Fri 4-10 EST 

Add 1°0 Per Order 
For Shipping 

NY State 
Residents 
Add 7% Sales Tax 

Jim: 
(716) 672-4218 
Mike: 
(716) 627-3762 

Order & Payment to: Combat Corner, R.D. #1, 9518 Rt. 60, Fredonia, NY 14063 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER •MARCH/APRIL 1989 



ford , finished eleventh this year. But he 
took first place in The Precision Event 
with 24 of the 45 tough targets going down 
to his ProPointed Clark High Standard. 

Top Sportsman in this year's Masters 
was Lee Edwards with an aggregate of 
220.15 , good enough to put him in the Top 
Sixteen and twelfth overall, and promote 
him to Professional. Behind Lee, in 19th 
place , was Sportsman Ron Cook. 

Individual Sportsman honors went to 
Jerry Varner (Precision) with a 20 targets 
down ; William Roberts (Action) total 
time 30.46; and Long Range was taken by 
Ken Large with an excellent 32 targets 
knocked over. 

Delores Williams took home the money 
as top female competitor and Richard 
Harris collected the prize money as Top 
Junior. Coming from the Cayman Islands , 
Leslie John Franklin took Top Interna
tional honors. 

On the last day of The Masters , The 
Top Sixteen Shoot-Off is held. The top 
sixteen shooters face off in pairs, shooting 
Precision , Action or Long Range until 
only one shooter is left. The event is de
termined by the luck of the draw, and 
based on the best two out of three for each 
pairing of shooters . Two hours and forty
one matches later, it ended exactly as it 
should . 

The Grand Maste r, Kenn Tapp , also 
won The Top Sixteen Shoot-Off by regis
tering a sizzling l .63 seconds to take all 
three targets in The Action Event. He was 

promptly dumped in the ceremonial pond 
by the rest of the shooters . 

T he guns used by Kenn Tapp for The 
Masters were , as he described them 

to me , " the best available ." 
For the Precision Event, Tapp used a 7" 

Model 106 High Standard .22. In the Ac
tion Event , Tapp's choice was a Paul Rice 
built Colt .38 Super from an Ernie Hill 
Holster and using 170 grain Sierra bullets. 

For the Long Range Event, Tapp used 
what must be the ultimate Masters Long 
Range pistol , a Nu-Line Guns built Sako 
short action, 12 shot, with a 14" barrel, 
chambered for the 7TCU. In addition to 
the rear grip stock , this gun also had a 
forearm that was at least four inches in 
depth from top to bottom , allowing excel
lent support with the non-shooting hand . 
Tapp chose to use a scope in this event , a 
7X Burris IER, mounted with Weaver 
rings and bases. The rings were of the see
through type allowing instant use of iron 
sights just in case anything went wrong 
with the scope. 

Tapp not only prepared for The Mas
ters , he was also prepared for any emer
gency. 

I found the top guns to be quite inter
esting. Here are some statistics: 

PRECISION: Of the top sixteen , five 
chose Smith & Wesson Model 41's; four 
went with High Standard; three with Fi
occhi-Pardini; two with Ruger; and one 

each with Browning and Walther 'GSP. 
Four chose to exercise their optic right in 
this event with two each going with Aim
point and Pro-Point. 

ACTION: Of the top ten , eight used 
.38 Supers in the Action Event; one used 
a .45; and one used a 9mm. Only one of 
the top sixteen , Riley Gilmore , used a re
volver and his choice was a custom S& W 
Model 15 in .38 Special. Of the top sixteen 
Action shooters, nine used Colt .38 
Supers; three used Colt .45 ACP's; one 
used a Smith & Wesson 9mm; and one 
used a Smith & Wesson .38 Special. None 
used optical sights , and all but one used 
reloads . 

Leather-wise , eight went with Hill 
Leather ; five with Safariland ; one with 
Gordon Davis ; and one with Blocker. 

LONG RANGE: The top choice of the 
top sixteen in the Long Range category 
was the Remington XP-100 with six com
petitors going this way. Four used a Sako 
bolt action; four went with T IC Con
tenders ; and two used bolt actions from 
Ultra Light Arms. Twelve of the sixteen 
used scopes-seven choosing Burris , 
three going with Tasco with Leupold and 
Redfield each chosen by one of the top 
sixteen. 

The ingenious exotic guns show up in 
the Long Range Event. In addition to 
Tapp's " double sixgun ," guns of note 
were John Pride 's French-built Sako 
chambered for the 7.62x39 holding five 
rounds , with a front grip stock and the 
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trigger well forward. 
Dennis Crocker also used a Sako, built 

up by Nu-Line Guns, in 7TCU with a 
front grip stock that wrapped under the 
off hand. 

The top sixteen Long Range guns num
bered 10 single shots, six XP's and four 
TIC's , and six repeaters-four on Sako 
actions and two by Ultra Light Arms. 

Fourteen were 7mm's of one kind or 
another and two were chambered in .30 
caliber. 

Of the top sixteen shooters, four were 
law enforcement officers and finished in 
third , fourth , eighth and sixteenth places. 

I attended The Masters mainly to cover 
this prestigious event for both Ameri

can Handgunner and Guns. That was 
my main objective. A second objective 
was to thoroughly enjoy myself and meet 
as many new people as possible . Both 
of these objectives were attained. I also 
went to shoot, and I thought I was ready. 
I was not. 

I really went to school, so to speak , by 
shooting in The Masters and -I learned, 
boy, did I learn! 

For the Precision Event, my choice was 
a Smith & Wesson Model 41 with 7 'h." bar
rel. Before leaving Idaho, I had been 
shooting the 41 fairly well. Both Winches
ter and Federal target ammunition was 
practiced with , but I had to switch to 

Remington High Speed .22's as the target 
ammo shot high even with the rear sight 
bottomed out. The last practice shots fired 
at 25 meters before I left home resulted in 
four of the five in the 1. 77" bull. I was 
ready! 

Sure, I was! 
I fired Precision on the first day and did 

not take the time to visit the practice 
range to see if my 41 was sighted in. You 
guessed it. I shot beautiful groups below 
the targets . My point of impact had 
shifted eight inches. Wait 'til next year! 

The Action Event was fired on the sec
ond day. This was entirely new to me as I 
had never before fired a match with falling 
targets. My gun was a Wilson Accu-Comp 
LE in .45 ACP. A fantastic piece of ma
chinery that would certainly do the job. 
For a holster rig, I went with the Ernie 
Hill outfit . 

The Action Event is fired in three 
stages of 15 shots each, fired in groups of 
five . The targets , again , are falling plates. 
It was not until the first phase of the third 
stage that I realized what I was doing . 
Since I had never before fired falling 
plates, I was shooting a target and waiting 
for it to fall before I went to the next one! 
A practice guaranteed to give slow scores. 
I learned. Wait 'til next year! 

The Long Range Event was fired on 
day three and this was where the choice 
of handgun really became difficult. I did 
not know what I would be using until the 

week before The Masters. 1 seriously con
sidered a revolver, but opted for a single
shot because of the necessity of shooting 
both 100 meter and 200 meter targets 
without any sight adjustment. 

A number of different single-shots were 
tried and I finally settled on a 10" TIC 
Contender in 7x30 Waters with a 1 Yzx4X 
Burris scope. My load consisted of the 120 
grain Hornady HP over 32.0 grains of 
H322 ignited by CCI #200 primers. 

The TIC performed beautifully, but I 
simply could not aim and fire quickly 
enough, never getting off more than six of 
the 10 shots required in 90 seconds. I al
ways thought I was a fast silhouette 
shooter, but there is a vast amount of dif
ference between five shots in two minutes 
and 10 shots in 90 seconds . I learned. But 
this will be the hardest to correct. Wait ' til 
next year. Maybe. 

The Masters left me both impressed 
and humiliated. Impressed by the quality 
of the tournament and the efficiency of 
the staff, both from industry and volun
teers , and the beauty and facilities of 
PASA Park. Humiliation came from my 
scores. But I came away uttering the bat
tle cry of scores of other shooters: " Wait 
until next year!" The Masters is truly the 
great divider. 

There is a place for you at The 1989 
Masters. Forinformationcontact Roy Jinks , 
The Masters , P.O . Box 2208, ~ 
Springfield, MA , 01102. ~ 
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THE AYOOB FILES 
Continued from page 34 

Soon , he spies a fa milia r figure . It is his 
next-door ne ighbor, Burton Owens, 61. 
Owens is holding a heavy miner's lantern. 
Branham relaxes. No problem . 

The men begin ta lking. Owens expla ins 
that he has sho t and killed a ca t . " A wild
cat?" Branham's question is eager. Seeing 
no long gun in sight , he assumes the o lder 
man has killed a lynx with his revolver. A 
hunter himself who has often stalked 
game with Owens, Branham knows his 
neighbor to be so good a sho t tha t he kills 
squirrels and o the r small po t animals fir
ing one-hand, offh and , with his long bar
rel Smith & Wesson .38 Special. 

Owens replies that it wasn' t a wildcat 
he shot , just a housecat. Branham asks 
why. Taking the comment as judgmental, 
Owens raises his vo ice and begins a tirade 
about how Branham and his fa the r don' t 
show him sufficient respect. 

That 's enough fo r the young ex-cop. H e 
has smelled alcohol on Burton Owens' 
breath , and will sta te later that he has long 
known that the man can be vio lent when 
he 's liquored up . 

Mark Branham now makes the mistake 
th at is nearly his last. Rising to leave, he 
turns away from his longtime neighbor 
and says , " It don't look like you need any 
help here ." 

Burto n Owe ns growl s ba ck . " Yo u 
never been any he lp to me in your li fe! " 

And swings the heavy miner's lante rn. 
It crashes into Mark Branham's skull 

and he goes down from the impact , sliding 
toward the bo ttom of the hill. Hi s fl ash
light flies from his hand , coming to rest in 
the frozen leaves and cas ting an eerie 
white glow ove r the death battle that is 
to fo ll ow. 

As Branham fa ll s Owens is on him , 
ra ining blows. Some a re with the lantern , 
whose lens breaks from the repeated im
pact ; some are be lieved to be from the 
still-loaded revolve r he used to shoot the 
housecat . It is a blue stee l, five-inch Smith 
& Wesson Model 10. 

As they ro ll downward togethe r, the 
Combat Magnum slips from Branham's 
hip pocket and somehow comes under his 
hand . H e grabs it and lashes out at his 
antagonist with it . yelling, " What's wrong 
with you?" 

They are still clubbing each o the r, over
hand . Branham's skull is deeply dented . 
leaving him with pe rmanentl y impaired 
vision . recurrin g headaches tha t will last 
fo r yea rs if not the rest of his life. and 
lacerations th at will take from 50 to 70 
stitches to close, depending on which doc
tor and emergency roo m nurse has the 
best memory. 

But his own clubbed Smith & Wesson is 
making itself fe lt . As the underside of the 
revo lver strikes Owens ' head and skids 
off , the edges of trigge r guard , frame , ba r-
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--- STATE ZIP 

MAIL TO: Desantis Holster & Leather 
149 Denton Avenue 

New Hyde Park, NY 11 040 

rel, and ejector shroud leave multiple cuts 
and contusio ns with each pass. A to ta l of 
17 injuries are inflicted in track pa tte rns 
consistent with fo ur to five blows from 
Branham's gun , some of them breaking 
underlying bone. 

Yet the grizzled ex-coal miner is not de
te rred. And now Branham, who knows 
Burton Owens still has to have the gun he 
killed the ca t with , hea rs him utte r the 
most chilling words the young man has 
ever heard in his li fe. 

" You son of a bitch , I'll kill yo u!" 
There is no conscious thought. T he 

training he has had with the gun takes 
over as Branham faces the imminence of 
his own death . 

He fi res one shot. 
The l lO gra in semi -jacketed hollow

poin t bullet roa rs out of the Combat Mag
num 's barre l. It tears through Burton 
Owens' clothing and ente rs his left a rmpi t 
toward the rea r. It tracks st ra ight th rough 
across the chest , stopping at the corre
sponding poin t toward the rear of the 
right armpit , inside the body. Mushroom
ing as it went, it has inflicted te rribl e dam
age , side-to-side . 

Burton Owens slumps to the ground . 
He lies still. The Smith & Wesson Model 
IO lies at his fee t. Two chambers a re un
loaded , two contain spe nt cartridge cas
ings from the cat shootin g, and the other 
two contain li ve Winchester-Western 158 
grain roundnose lead .38 Specia l roun ds. 

74 

Mark Branham staggers to his feet , 
trying to see through the red haze and the 
excruciating pain of his head injuries. 
Blood pours freely from his bludgeoning 
and pistol whipping injuries as he stum
bles down the hill toward the lights of the 
nearest dwelling, the small house behind 
his and hi s fath er 's where his siste r lives. 
As he staggers toward the light , trying to 
stay conscious, his blood soaks into his 
clothing and runs down onto the Smith & 
Wesson that is still in his hand . 

He makes his way into the house, picks 
up the phone, calls for the sheriff and the 
ambulance. 

B urton Owens is dead . Mark Branham 
is alive. The first stage of Branham's 

survival is over. The second , and in many 
ways the more brutal stage , is yet to come . 

The case of Commonwealth of Virginia 
v. Mark Branham could fi ll a good-size 
book. Because this column deals with the 
dynamics of self-defense shootings more 
than those of trial law, we' ll discuss the 
three tria ls as brie fly as possible. 

The first judge who heard the case 
threw it out , finding no probable cause to 
be lieve Bra nh a m ha d d o ne a n ythin g 
wrong. But the O wens fa mily hired a spe
cial prosecutor, one Mickey McGlothlin . 

In American jurisprudence , the con
cept of the Specia l Profecutor exists to 
prevent unusua lly powerful defendants 
from twisting justice . When a judge or a 

President must be investigated, a Specia l 
Prosecutor is appointed who is immune to 
the great power and influence the accused 
has ove r the justice system . 

The Special Prosecutor is an advoca te 
of justice, not of one or another biased 
party; indeed , that is the role of any sworn 
prosecutor. If, fo r instance , Sam Ervin 
had been hired by the D emocratic Na
tional Committee, the public would have 
been so out raged tha t Ri chard Nixon 
might well be Secre ta ry of State today. 

McGlothlin , paid by the dead man's 
famil y, won an indictme nt and Branham 
was tried in the court of Judge Nicholas 
Persin in Buchanan County. On the jury 
were a friend , a re lative , and a fo rmer co
worker of Burton O wens. T his un believ
able situation owed to an anomaly of Vir
ginia law ca lled " the oath o f impartia lity." 
It dates from Colonia l days , when the 
population was too sparse to find 12 juro rs 
who didn 't know o ne or another party, 
and a judge would ask the potentia l ven
iremen something like , " Do you swea r to 
set as ide your biases and pre judices and 
render a fa ir and imparti a l verdict in the 
matte r now befo re you?" Such a questio n 
had been posed to these three jurors. 

The shooting investigation had been 
horribly botched. T he body had been left 
for hours in a non-temperature contro lled 
van. Owens' clo thing, never full y tested 
for ballistic residue , was returned to the 
famil y and late r destroyed save fo r his 
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jacket. No photographs were taken dur
ing post mortem, and the crime scene 
photos " didn 't come out. " 

A test by the state's ballistician , to de
termine distance , used hot 125 grain .357 
ammo, which has much more muzzle blast 
and flash than the mild 110 grain Speer. 
Judge Persin threw that test out. 

Nonetheless , the jury found Branham 
guilty of involuntary manslaughte r. This 
is a patently improper finding for an inten
tional shooting, but the judge allowed it 
to stand . Branham remained free on bail 
pending the appeal, and in February of 
'87, the higher court overturned the deci
sion and remanded it fo r a new trial. 

This time, the state 's ballistician used 
Speer 110 grain , but a different lot from 
that involved in the shooting: ball versus 
flake powder, with complete ly diffe rent 
residue patte rns. The same medical ex
aminer who testified that the wound track 
had gone straight across the body side
way~ now swore under oath tha t Owens 
had been " shot in the back ." 

The prosecutor who had previously ar
gued that Branham had gone up the hill 
wi th malice in his heart and murdered a 
helpless Burton Owens, now admitted 
that Branham might have acted in self
defense but insisted that he had used ex
cess ive for ce , e rgo co mmittin g ma n
slaughter. 

The second case went to the jury in the 
afternoon , and it was late r learned tha t 
the jurors had stopped deliberation that 
evening with the majority voting for " not 
guilty." The juro rs went to their homes 
that night , and the following morning, 
deadlocked with nine voting to con vict, 
and three holding out fo r not guilty. Judge 
Persin declared a mistri al. 

Defending Branham was a bright , ca
pable , dedicated lawyer named C. E u
ge ne Compton. I worked on the defense 
team as an expert witness and as a stra tegy 
consultant . As the third tria l loomed , I 
had to agree with Compton that some
thing fri ghtening was happening in the 
jury pool. While I normally prefer a jury 
to a judge , I suggested to Gene that it 
might be time fo r a bench tri al. He and 
Mark agreed. 

In March of 1988 , Judge Persin having 
admitted that he 'd form ed the opinion 
th at Ma rk mi ght have used excess ive 
fo rce , the third tri al went on submission 
befo re Judge Donald Mullins, with both 
sides agreeing to fo rego a jury proceed
ing. Mullins found him not guilty. 

D uring the second trial , the prosecu
tion had hinted at , but never full y 

developed , a strategy of implying that 
since justifiable homicide is an affirm ative 
defense reserved fo r an intentional act. 
Mark 's statement that he had fired refl ex
ively without co nsciously making the ex
plicit decision to shoot Burto n Owens 
meant that he was ine ligible to claim jus
tifiab ility. 

The portent of this to the law enfo rce-
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ment community, had the strategy suc
ceeded , wou ld have been enormous and 
chilling. As Walt MacDonald wrote in the 
newsletter of the International Associa
tion of Law Enforcement Firearms In
structo rs , such a decision co uld have 
changed the face of survival training as we 
know it. A caselaw precedent saying that 
a conscious decision had to be made be
fo re the act was taken would violate the 
very principle of training as opposed to 
education. 

Education is the transfer of inte llectual 
knowledge . Training is the programming 
of a n a ut o mat ic ph ys ical respo nse. 
Though a civilian at the time of the shoot
ing, Branham had had police training, and 
similar training is available to no n-cops 
through such institutions as API , Chap
man Academy, Defense Training Inc., 
ASAA, and LFI. Like any crisis manage
ment tra ining-cardiopulmonary resusci
tation , fo r exa mple-thi s training is 
designed to make the lega lly armed per
son capable of reacting instantaneously to 
li fe-threatening danger. 

In such a dead ly scenario , the defender 
has perhaps one to three seconds to make 
his decision. That is not time enough to 
come to terms with an issue so awesome 
as the taking of a human life. This is why 
training brings the student through the 
decision making process beforehand, so 
that when murderous danger is recog
nized , the Good Guy can react instanta-

neously through an autonomic response. 
Fortunately, the prosecutor who was 

paid by interested parties to secure a con
viction was unable or unwilling to articu-
1 ate hi s hinte d a rg um e nt th at Mark 
Branham's reflexive response to the hom
icidal assault he was undergoi ng was not 
justifiable because it was not consciously 
intentional. The fac t is, like every cop and 
every AP! or LFI student , Mark had 
made the conscious decision beforehand 
that he would use lethal fo rce in defense 
of his life should he ever be murderously 
attacked , and that he willingly, voluntar
ily, and intentionally took the training 
knowing that it would condition the kind 
of response that it did . 

Had the prosecutor made a stronger 
attempt to mount the case , our side 
was ready. Prestigious instructors from 
ASLET (the American Society of 
Law Enforcement Trainers) and 
IALEFl (the Internat ional Association of 
Law Enforcement Firearms Instructors) 
were prepared to testify on Mark 's behalf 
that his reflexive , trained response was 
both necessary and appropriate , ergo , 
justifiable. 

M ark Branham suffered severly from 
post shooting trauma in the wa ke of 

this incident. Quite apart from his serious 
physical injuries , he fe lt branded with the 
Mark of Cain as an accused murderer. H e 
had lived next door to Burton Owens 

since he was six , and the man was like an 
uncle to him . To have such a man turn on 
you and try to murder you , and to be 
forced to slay him instead , is a devastating 
psychological experience. Neither Mark 
nor I doubt that if the attacker had been 
anyone but his lifelong neighbor, Mark 
would have shot him much sooner than he 
did . As it was , his hesitation to shoot a 
man he perceived as an old fri end caused 
him to suffer severe injuries and nearly be 
killed. Only at the last , when Owens artic
ulated his intent to kill him , did Branham 
finally shoot. The delay had , in the coldly 
tactical sense , been his second deadly er
ror ; the first had been turning his back. 

One might argue that the first error was 
going up the hill at all . We defended that 
on the following gro unds: a gunshot in the 
hills of Hoot Owl Mountain is not as out 
of place as in a backyard in Pasadena. 
Branham thought it might have been an 
injured hiker's signal shot. Trained as a 
cop , it was second nature to him to inves
tigate . In retrospect , though , calling the 
police would have been a good idea , 
though his fa ilure to do so in no way indi
cates culpability for the shooting. 

I arranged fo r Mark to get counseling 
from Dr. Walter Gorski , the dean of the 
post shooting trauma psychologists. Mark 
would say later that Dr. Gorski's wise 
counsel litera lly saved his li fe in the de
spondent days aft er the guilty verdict . 
This as pec t of ma nag i;i g a shoot in g 's 

When It's Time For A Change . . 
. . . THE S&A MAG-GUIDE 

• 

U.S. Pat. # 4,570,370 
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- ONE PIECE MAGAZINE GUIDE AND 
MAINSPRING HOUSING 

- FITS COLT OR OTHER 1911-TYPE AUTOS 
- STAINLESS (17-4) OR BLUED (4140) 
- ARCHED OR FLAT 
- MFGD. TO FIT STD. MAGAZINE OPENING , 

MAY BE ENLARGED TO FIT ALREADY 
" FLARED" MAGAZINE OPENING 

- FITS RIGIDLY IN FRAME, WILL NOT SHIFT 
LIKE UNITS THAT MOUNT AROUND GRIP 
SCREW BUSHINGS 

- ADDS 1/4" TO GRIP LENGTH AND EXTRA 
WEIGHT HELPS REDUCE RECOIL 

- CHECKERED 20 LINES PER INCH 

OMFB - Officers Model Flat Blue 
OMFS - Officers Model Flat Stainless 
GMFB - Government Model Flat Blue 
GMAB - Government Model Arched Blue 
GMFS - Government Model Flat Stainless 
GMAS - Government Model Arched Stainless 

$ 6 9 9 5 POSTPAID. Certified Check , M.0 . or U. P.S. COD 
(UPS $2.50 Handling & COD Chgs.) 

• Texas Res. add 8% Sales Tax ($5.60 ea.) 

IF UNAVAILABLE AT 
YOUR DEALER -

ORDER DIRECT FROM S&A 
" DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED" 

SMITH & ALEXANDER 
P.O. BOX 835790 
RICHARDSON , TX 75083 
214-231-6084 
214-343-7203 
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aftermath is all too often neglected. 
Mark's successful appeal and followup 

were made possible through the generous 
donations of the Second Amendment 
Foundation and the readers of American 
Handgunner and its sister publication , 
GUNS. SAF established the first defense 
fund after another gun rights organization 
said they weren' t interested. The $1 ,000 
donated by SAF's Alan Gottlieb , coupled 
with the donations of members , paid for 
the appeal. Donations from Handgunner 
and GUNS readers contributed greatly to 
the preparation for the third , and ulti
mately successful , trial. 

When you're not a cop, you stand alone 
if you are accused wrongfully after a self 
defense shooting. I urge everyone who 
keeps a defensive handgun to belong to 
the Second Amendment Foundation , 
12500 NE Tenth Place , Bellevue , WA 
98005 . We on the defense team can never 
adequately thank the SAF members and 
readers of AH and GUNS for their con
tributions to this worthy cause. 

Mark Branham's life will never be 
free of this tragedy. Those on the 

other side mention archly that the only 
accounts of the shooting come from Mark 
himself, since he was the sole survivor. 
That is true , but his account is supported 
by every shred of fact evidence in the 
case, which is more than can be said for 
the multiple , self-contradictory fantasies 
put forth by the hired prosecutor. Judge 
Mullins , in his statement of acquittal, said 
for the record some things that will ring 
true for any survivor of a battle to the 
death: 

"We've got to understand the circum
stances that existed on this evening. The 
description of the wound that the Defend
ant received on that evening, I think , is 
very critical to this case. 

" I don 't think that there is any evidence 
whatsoever except that he was struck by 
the first blow . .. with the light that Mr. 
Owens had. It was a severe blow. The 
physical evidence of that blow fits hand in 
glove with what the Defendant says hap
pened to him after that blow. That he was 
knocked down; he was semi-conscious, 
and when he tried to get up again , he was 
hit again. In that state it doesn 't take 
much to overcome a person , and during 
the whole transaction there , that the de
fendant says maybe covered two minutes 
forty-five seconds , he said , that's no time 
at all to recover from the severe blow that 
he received at the onset of this alterca
tion. You can ' t demand of a person in that 
condition to remember specifically, viv
idly, everything that went on there , but 
he 's done a good job of trying to relate 
what he recalls transpired , and what he 
says is supported by the Commonwealth 's 
evidence." 

Though Mark Branham went through 
hell after pulling the trigger, there is no 
real question that his swift , trained reac
tion saved his life that cold night on the 

THE WORLD'S 
FASTEST 

HANDLOADING 
PRESS 
Other brands of 
progressive 
machines come 
and go. Some are 
changed every year 
year to fix problems. 
Only the Lee Pro1000 
remains basically un· 
changed because we 
did it right the first time. 

It's no wonder that it 
continues to be the best· 
selling progressive press 
year after year. 

20998 

THE WORLD'S FASTEST HANDLOADING PRESS 

One Loaded 
Cartridge 
With 
Each Pull 
Of The 
Lever! 

~Send $1.00 for your 
New '89 Lee Catalog 

packed with reloading bargains' 

LEE PRECISION, INC. 
4275 HIGHWAY U 

HARTFORD WISCONSIN 53027 

Available in 
45ACP, 10 mm, 38 Super & 9 mm 

HI-SWEEP BEAVERTAIL GRIP SAFETYS 

MAXI-WELL• MAXI-COMP• MINI-COMP 

ED BROWN PRODUCTS 
[• ll·•J Route 2, Box 2922 • Perry, MO 63462 

Phone !314l 565-3261 
MEMBER AMERICAN PISTOLSMITHS GUILD 

Send $1 .00 For catalog 
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QIAN-BURNING BULLSEYE 
With Hercules Bullseye®, clean burning is more than a promise. Bullseye®, 
consistently the # 1 powder for pistol and revolver target shooting ... with 

those who know. Bullseye's clean burning is a 
welcome bonus-with super-accuracy, 

minimum charge weights 
and less recoil. Magnum 

owners choose Hercules 
Blue Dot® for silhouette 

shooting. Hercules Unique® 
is the all-purpose choice for 

handgun versatility. Your enjoyment of 
the sport is our target. For a free copy 
of Hercules Reloaders' Guide, see your 
dealer, or write: Hercules Incorporated, 

Product Information, Hercules Plaza, 
Wilmington, DE 19894. 

~HERCULES 

WE TAKE PRIDE ... 
IN OUR ~SPECIAL' WORK: 

• Revolver action jobs 
• IPSC auto conversions 
• Metal checkering 
• Sight installation 
• One piece compensator 

barrels. 
• Fine welding 

If you demand professional 
workmanship, send $4 for our 16-page 

color brochure and price list. Refundable. 
Jim Stroh 

Member American Pistolsmiths Gw ld 

ALPHA PR&:CISION, INC. Dept. A 
Route 1. Box 3.5·1. Good Hope. Georgia 30641 (404) 267-6163. 

hillside . Had he not put the gun on rou
tinely even though he didn ' t think the 
shots signalled trouble , it is likely that he 
would have come down off Hoot Owl 
Mountain in a body bag. 

Had it not been for concerned gun own
ers-and for the diligent , financially sac
ri fici a 1 effor ts of atto rn ey Gene 
Compton-he might today languish in 
prison , wrongfully convicted in the wake 
of a self-defense shooting. The lesso ns his 
ordeal left us ~ 
are many. ~ 

PH SST! 
Continued from page 45 

shot. Use the airgun's lack of recoil to learn 
how you handle recoil. 

Another way the airgun can benefit your 
grip and stance is to help you build 
endurance. With the emphasis on speed in 
many of today's events, we tend to forget how 
uncomfortable a contorted stance can be, 
because we're not in it very long. Use the 
airgun with your regular stance for a long 
series of slow-fire. Do you have a kink in 
your back after 30 minutes? Do your knees 
feel like someone planted ice-picks in them? 
Hot wires in your neck? Cramps in your 
hands? Analyze the aches and pains - why 
are you getting them? Are they necessary for 
a solid stance, or are they coming from some 
distortion in your stance? 

Used intelligently, the airgun can help you 
get more comfortable. You may find that 
some pain is inevitable. But shooting the air
gun for long strings can help you minimize it, 
and build your endurance while you're 
doing it. 

Trigger control: without debating the mer
its of the various methods of causing a hand
gun to fire , let's look at how an airgun can 
help you with whatever method works best 
for you. First, an airgun is cheap practice. 
Second, the airgun lets you work on your 
trigger control without the distractions of 
noise and recoil. Third, the lack of distrac
tions helps you coordinate your trigger con
trol with proper grip and exact sight 
alignment. 

Trigger control should be practiced both 
ways: in isolation, and in conjunction with 
the other fundamentals. In dry-fire, single
action, try resting the butt of the gun against 
your bench , then squeeze the trigger as 
slowly as you can. When you learn to feel 
every tool mark on your hammer, trigger, 
and sear during one squeeze, you're going 
slow enough. If you shoot double-action , 
learn it the same way. Become intimately 
familiar with everything going on inside the 
gun by what you feel in the trigger. 

Then, still in dry-fire, put the trigger con
trol in with the other actions. Prove to your
self that you can move the trigger without 
disturbing perfect sight alignment, and that 
your grip lets you move the trigger straight 
back, with no side motion. 

Next, go through the same process with 
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the airgun. This gives you all the benefits of 
dry-firing, plus a hole in the target to help you 
gauge the effectiveness of your practice. 
Focus your concentration the same way you 
did with the sight alignment practice, only 
this time concentrate on the trigger. Try this 
exercise with all your guns. Even in target 
guns with exceptional triggers, you will find 
that each of your guns has a distinct trigger 
personality, and that you can become intimate 
with all of them. 

Have these exercises sold you on the bene
fits of practicing with an airgun? You now 
have a burning desire to own one, right? Wait 
one more minute before you rush out and buy 
one. Let's take a quick look at what's avail
able. Choosing an airgun for practice is not 
too difficult , since there are not many models 
with the necessary accuracy at a price you 
can live with. The choice mainly boils down 
to how much you want to spend, and how the 
different models feel to your hand. 

The lowest-priced airgun with good 
accuracy is made right here in the USA- the 
Daisy Model 717. Daisy makes three models, 
all of them similar: they are single-pump 
pneumatic pistols with side-operating pump 
levers, .177 caliber, and weight about three 
pounds. They have good balance - they sit 
back over the web of your thumb, and feel 
only slightly muzzle-heavy. The 717 has 
decent adjustable sights, thumbrest grips, a 
fair trigger, and very good accuracy for its 
cost of $64. With just a bit of smoothing on 
the trigger, this gun can shoot very well. 

The Daisy 747 has an adjustable trigger, a 
Lothar Walther barrel, and fine ar-curacy for 
$120. The top of the Daisy line, the 777, has 
walnut thumbrest grips, a fine single-stage 
trigger adjustable from one to three pounds, 
and micrometer click match sights. Its rear 
sight is adjustable for the width of the notch. 
The 777's accuracy makes its price tag of 
about $225 seem cheap. 

Crosman built a gas gun until about 1984 
that delivers fine accuracy at a decent price. 
Their Mark II single-shot pistol had adjust
able sights, an adjustable trigger, and thumb
rest grips that felt very good in your hand. In 
1984 it sold for $60. Each C02 cartridge will 
give you about 100 shots on low power in this 
gun, so the cost of the gas won't break you. If 
you can find a Mark II still on the shelf, it will 
do you well for a trainer. 

The imported airguns start at $127 for the 
Beeman Model HW70. The HW70 is .177 
caliber, and weighs 2.4 pounds with adjust
able sights, hooded front sight, and thumb
rest grips for right or left hand . It delivers 
440 fps velocity, and very good accuracy. 

RWS makes three models that fit the aver
age shooter's budget. Their models are all 
.177 caliber, with micrometer rear sights and 
two-stage adjustable triggers. They have life
time warranties. The RWS Model 50 has a 
tunnel front sight, is well bal need , and 
shoots better than you would believe possible 
for a gun that costs $130. The RWS 6G uses a 
double piston pneumatic system to produce 
less recoil. The 6G sells for $225. Both the 
50 and the 60 can be had in left-hand 
models. 

• Guaranteed 17% recoil 
reduction 

• Faster shot to shot recovery 
• Thick tapered hand-filling 

grips 

• Built in magazine loading 
chute 

• Milled for ambidexterous 
safety 

• Simple screw on installation 

New improved Advantage Grip System with enlarged magazine loading chute. 
Complete with checkered walnut stocks and steel bushing grip inserts installed. 
Fits Colt Gov't. Model 1911 Al and all current ly manufactured copies. 
• $52.50 - Add $3.00 postage and handling. • CA residents add 6 'h% sales tax. 
• Dealer inquires invited. • Write for brochure and mathematical calcu lations that 
prove the recoil reduction. • Call for C.0 .0 . orders. 

Jack C!!~~~~~Yo!~~ A1.4l!.entaqe 
PO. BOX 828, WHITTIER, CA 90608 (213) 695-4134 

Safari Arms .45 Combat Pistols 
Are Back ... Only :from Olympic Arms 

The famous Safari Enforcer (3 .8" barrel) and Match Master (5" barrel) 

are noted for their accuracy and durability. Available now. 
only from Olympic Arms. in Armaloy. blue. alloy and stainless steel. 

These Accessories 
Available Separately 

HAMMER. Stainless steel com· 
mander style. Designed with 
enough metal for correct fitting 
of the sear engagement. $14.95 

EXTENDED COMBAT SLIDE 
RELEASE. Now the same tech· 
nology as applied to the Safari 
Enforcer parts provides for one 
hand control during re loading, 
leaving left hand free to insert a 
fresh magazine. Brownin·g High 
Power: $19.50; Colt : $19.95 

BEAVERTAIL GRIP SAFETY. 
Provides better control of the 
weapon by spreading recoil over 
a larger area of the shooter"s 
hand. This reduces apparent 
recoi l and eliminates hammer 
pinch. Requires minimal frame 
contouring for a perfect fit. 
$19.95 

AMBIDEXTROUS COMBAT 
SAFETY SET. Full position con· 
trol with right or left hand. Get 
the most from your automatic. A 
must for combat shooters. 
police officers and all left hand· 
ers . Browni ng High Power : 
$34.95; Colt: $39.95• 
•Manufac tured under pat . 
#3492748 

AMBIDEXTROUS COMBAT 
SLIDE RELEASE SET. Now full 
control of the .45 automatic with 
the left hand. $29.50 

EXTENDED COMBAT SAFETY. 
Match·proven design assures 
positive control of safety without 
having to shift or reposition grip. 
Browning High Power: $19.95; 
Colt : $19.95 

FIXED REAR SIGHT SET. No· 
nonsense front and rear sights 
designed for fast target acquisi · 
lion. Provides the proper light 
gap between the front and rear 
sight. Melted full radius style. 
Available in blue and stainless 
steel. Rear sight fits standard 
dove tail. $14.95 

Dealer Inquiries Invited 
Write or call for FREE catalog 

OLYMPIC ARMS, INC. TO ORDER: 
Send cashier's check or money order for 
immediate delivery. Personal and business 
checks must clear first. Will ship C.O.D. for 
orders over $30.CO. Min imum shipping 
charge is $4.00. Add $1. 65 on all C.0.D. 
orders. Washington residents add 7 .5% 
sales tax or turnish your state tax number. 
Please call us if you have any questions. 

. dba SGW 
624 OLD PACIFIC HWY. S.E. 

OLYMPIA, WA. 98503 
PHONE: (206) 456-3471 
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Almost Unfair! 
Beeman 's Top Air Pistols Keep Taking All the Gold! 

The FINEST for Field or Range! 

Beeman/ FWB 100-
A pisto l version o f the 

tim e proven incredi ble 
Mo del 601 sing le stroke 

pneumatic rifle. Simp ly the wo rld ·s f inest 
a ir pi sto l. In the 1988 O ly m pics FW B pisto ls 
too k the gold and sil ve r in ALL the ai r p isto l 
events' Sugg. Retail $890.00 

The Beeman P1 
Magnum-T he P1 
w on the 1987 California 
Air Pistol Silhouette Champion
ships. The most powerful air 
pisto l made to day , and a go ld winner too! 
Sugg. Retail $288.00 

At your 
local dealer 
or direct. ;

·~' Beeman/ H&N Pellets-Beeman/ H&N pellets are champion
• .. ll!illfU ship winn ers too' In th e recent 1988 Olympic Champion
- .· . . . ships, H&N pellets took the gold in all 4 airgun events, plus 4 
~J of 4 silver, and 3 of 4 bronze medals Sugg. Retail $6.98. 

Send for Beeman Adult Airgun Guide/ Firearm Catalog. reg . $2. FREE with mention o f 
code HG3. Al low 4-6 weeks fo r delivery. For fast, 1st c lass m ai l, Add S2, 53 fo r overseas 

Beeman Precision Arms, Inc. 

King·s Ra mp Kit. 
ln s!al l bctter-than -lactory 
inserts on the sigh t ramp with 
our colored insert material Includes 

mbdng bowl. d ropper and instructions. 
Speci fy red, orange. yellow Of while. 
$13.50 

King"s Com p Kil - Inc ludes Compensator. 
Ba~rel . Bushing. Ful1 lengt~ Recoil Spring CUSTOM PARTS 
Guide. Link and Pin. Spec ify A S . . 38 or 

9mm Catibers 
$360.00 Barrel and Comp threaded for fit and fin ishing , 

Blue or Stainless Steel. Available in 1.500 and 
2.000 leng ths, .582x40 Thread Size. Ca n be 
furnished without vent cut so you can make 
your own style. Due to variation of slides all 
Com p Kits and Comps are left oversized and 

semi-finished so sides and top of Comp ca n 
be fitted lo match slide fo r proper lit. 

Front sight is ·integral part ol Comp 
The .38 cal iber can be opened 

up for the new 10mm caliber 

..,•=•=No,,,,FO_,.,",,,,o,,,,u,,,," ,,,NEW~••_•e_c.m.-,-L_,,oo_,.,-..,.s""2."'so _____ ~ fQt T 
OAOEAIMG INSTAUCTIONS: Mo n1mumo<der SJ 5-0. C.A re~ ident,add aow00<i11!e Sta le Sa~~ ~ 
la• Sh•Pfl'ng&Har>df1ngCha•ge S1 50 r..AASIERCARD,VlSAaccep!ed C000<d!lfs.casl'I Of1 ly, 
UPSCOOlt"e•s S??O Cashier sC,.eck 0< '-'Df1ey O<de1 """soeeduP yQU•O<~ r Personal or 
C0"1~ny Cl'lecks, allow J - eks loclear All sl'l •PP1~ •n$u•ance c la lf11 s 1obe Med by bu re • All 
mercl'land15"! sold on a IO-day money ba t k guaran!ee •1 •etur ned •n s.ame cond;hon ~5 Sl'l•pped 

Authorized Di strib utor 
of Coll Parts Gunsmithing at its finest/ 

~~ KINC'S CU'N W01R ,KS, INC. ~l f ____ l 
~ CUSTOM HANDGUN ACCESSORIES 1-=- 1111 

Since 1949 "You only have to buy a quality part once!' 1 

KING'S GUN 'NORKS, INC. • 1837 W. GLENOAKS BLVD., GLENDALE, CA 91201 • PHONE: (818) 956-6010 p.,m Subf('<;• ro c 11anQ"e wi111ou1 Noti<:e 

• Match Proven - best Pin Bullet. 
• No Ricochet on pins. 

• Countless Pin Match wins across 
the country. 

• Instant and complete energy 
transfer. 

• Top performer in Govt. lab tests. 
• Superior dangerous-game bullet. 

Patent Pending 
TM 

PIN GRABBf RS 
THE BULLET 

• Excellent carry/defense load. 
• Available loaded in 20s & 50s or 

loose in 1 OOs for custom loading. 
• All popular handgun calibers from 

.380 to .45 Win Mag. 
• T-shirts available with cartoon 

as above, both sides. 
• Buy direct or ask your dealer to 

stock them for you. 

New customers must be 21 or over and submit signed age statement 
with first order. 

Dealers inquire in writing with signed copy of FFL. 

KASWER Custom, Inc 13SurreyDr, Brookfield, CT06804 
• (203) 775-0564 

The RWS Model 6M has everything' the 
6G does, plus a barrel shroud and fine walnut 
grips. Its rear sight has an adjustable notch 
plate, and its front sight is adjustable for 
width. The 6M sells for $290. 

From here on, it's Olympic-class guns with 
gold medal prices. If your pocket is deeper 
than the average, take a look at the RWS 
Model 10, the new Crosman/Skanaker, the 
Walther CP2, and the Feinwerkbau Models 2 
and 65 . They are guaranteed to make you 
drool all over your Mercedes. 

All of the guns discussed here have one 
thing in common: the only expense you face 
is the gun itself. The cost of one box of .45 
ammo will buy you about 4,000 match-grade 
pellets. Gas cartridges and paper targets are 
cheap. If you like metal targets, you can buy 
ready-made silhouette animals and swinging 
targets scaled down for 10-meter airgun. 

Try an airgun. Whatever type shooting 
you do, from plinking to combat, an airgun· 
and a thorough review of the fundamentals 
can help you improve. And since air pistols 
only require ten meters (33 feet), you can 
probably fit a practice range into your living 
space, so that you can practice day or night, 
rain or shine. 

There's one more major benefit to practic
ing with an airgun: not even your closest 
neighbor need know what you're up to. You 
may practice all you like, and be completely 
discreet (some might say downright sneaky) 
about your practice. Then, the next time 
you beat your arch-rival , you can think 

DRAKE'S 
Steel Reactive Targets 

DRAKE'S .22 PRECISION 
EVENT TARGET 

This international competition target is for 
.22 cal. rifle or pistol only. 4V2 in. target 
openings convert easily to 1~ in. by 
moving a single slide plate. When a hit is 
scored, a disc flips up to cover the 
opening, clearly indicating the hit. Targets 
reset by a single handle which can be 
remotely operated by your pull cord. 
Sturdy welded V4 in. steel construction, 
legs remove without tools. 41 in . high, 5 ft. 
long, ships by truck. 

$795.00 
Targets are designed for use with all lead pistol 
bullets only. Custom plate prices upon request. 
Send $2 for full-color brochure. For inquiries call us 
at (203)535-3915. All shipping charges collect. CT 
residents add 7V2% sales tax. To order call us at 
1-800-HIT-TARGET or send name & full shipping 
address with check or money order to: 

DRAKE'S WELDING SERVICE, INC. 
P.O. BOX 8, Stonington, CT 06378 
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to yourself, "Yeah, you clown, what you 
don't know .. . ," while you look him 
right in the eye and say, "Well, I'm trying 
this new powder-bullet ..._, 
combination." ~ 

INSIGHTS INTO IPSC 
Continued from page 14 

hands especially will find mag change 
times reduced. These oversize releases , 
though , must be carefully tested by the 
shooter since with some holsters , and 
some shooting grips , the mag can be re
leased accidentally. 

Two products I've been testing recently 
are the Smith & Alexander Mag-Guide 
and the VIC fixed grip speed release. The 
Mag-Guide is similar in concept to the 
LaRocca design , with the mag funnel and 
mainspring housing in one piece. It 's 
available in either arched or flat versions , 
in blue or stainless steel , to fit 1911 style 
pistols and the Colt Officer's Model. 

The housing is nicely checkered at 20 
lines per inch , and the sample I had fitted 
and functioned properly on four different 
1911 pistols. Quality of this item is first 
rate in every respect , and it's a good value 
at $69.95 . Smith & Alexander 's address is 
Box 835790, Dept. AH, Richardson , TX 
75083. 

The VIC speed release replaces the 
standard button magazine release with a 
flat steel bar that extends back into a spe
cial dished out portion of the left stock 
panel. It allows the shooter to release the 
mag without shifting his shooting grip ; 
just hit the release anywhere and the mag 
is gone. 

The unit comes with a replacement 
catch lock , the release itself, and a set of 
stocks. Two grades are available. The 
standard grade, at $59.95 , includes walnut 
stocks made by Herrett 's. The presenta
tion grade includes kingswood stocks 
made by Craig Spegel , and costs $79 .95. 

Workmanship on both grades appeared 
to be very good , but the dark wood and 
striking grain of the kingswood stocks was 
certainly more attractive . The prototypes 
had fine-line checkering, but Pete Vice
roy, president of VIC International , indi
cated that production versions will have 
slightly coarser checkering which he feels 
will provide a more secure grip. 

This unit was also tried on four differ
ent pistols , with no problems in fit or func
tion . The left stock panel has the little 
"lip" on the top edge to support the safety 
plunger tube , which is a standard feature 
on Colt pistols but is missing on some re
placement stocks. The right panel has a 
relief cut for the popular Swenson Ambi
dextrous safety. The address is VIC Inter
national , 18056 Ledgepoint Place , Dept. 
AH, Strongsville , OH 44136. 

With two speedloading accessories at 
hand it seemed like a good opportunity to 
find out just how much was gained over a 

IN BORE CLEANERS IS NOW NUMBER ONE 
IN CLEANER/DEGREASER AND 

· RUST PREVENTION. 
Full Money Back Guarantee If Not Satisfied . 

Venco Industries , Inc. 
16770 Hilltop Park Place • Chagrin Falls, OH 44022 

(216) 543-8808 

The drop-in compensator that's 
Easy ... Economical ... E"ectire. 

SUGGISTID RHAll '2111°0 

Springfield Armory's KWIK KOMP has become America's 
favorite drop-in compensator system1 Co-designed by 

Springfield Armory and renowned pistolsmith Richard 
Heinie, KWIK KOMP functions like the more expensive compensator 

units, by effectively reducing the recoil and muzzle rise on 1911 style pistols. 
But, unlike the more expensive comps, KWIK KOMP is designed to allow most 

shooters to quickly install the unit themselves, then easily 
remove it to return the pistol to its original configuration. 

Std. length KWIK KOMP in .45 ACP or .38 Super; 
Commander length in .45 ACP only. Comes complete with virtually 

everything you 'll need for installation, including match quality 
416 stainless steel barrel and bushing. Non-ramped 

.38 Super unit requires 9mm/.38 Super frame. 
Minor fitting might be required with some 

pistols. Colt Gold Cups require machining of 
the KWIK KOMP barrel by a qualified pistolsmith. 

Specially for professional pistolsmiths. KWIK KOMP II 
has an oversized NM barrel that requires fitting and a .350 
inch tall NM front sight soldered to the compensator. The 
front sight can be mated to virtually any manufacturer's fixed 
or adjustable rear sight. Standard length avai lable in .45 ACP or 
.38 Super ramped style. Commander length available in .45 ACP 
on ly. Inquire for prices. 
Order KWIK KOMP directly from Springfield Armory or through your 
favorite fi rearms retailer. Factory direct orders must be prepaid with 
money order or cashiers check, or we will ship C.O.D. VISA and Master-
Card accepted. Include $4.00 shipping/handling per unit; Illinois residents 
include 6.25% sales tax. 

Send $3 for current 36-page lour-color 
product catalog. 

Sec tion SR-26, 420 West Mai n Street Gen eseo, IL 61254 (309) 944 -563 1 
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VOLQUARTSEN 
CUSTOM 

LTD. 
Specia lizing in accurized .22 Rugers and 

High Standards. Fu ll comp pin guns, PPC, 
hunting and silhouette conversions as well 

as target rifles available. Hard nickel, teflon 
and moly disulfide and industrial gold finishes 

are in house available. Custom grips available 
for RugeI~ Colt .45, etc. 

Send $2.00 for catalog to: VQLQUARTSEN Route 1, P.O. Box 271 

CUSTOM lJD 
Carroll, Iowa 51401 

. 712-792-4238 

NU-LINE GUNS, INC. Basic to 
Full House 

Conversions 

Dept. AH 
1053 CAULKS HILL ROAD 

HARVESTER, MISSOURI 63303 
(314) 447-4501 /441 -4500 

Caliber Conversions, Action Tuning, 
Smythons Built, Sq Butt to Rd Butt 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING SHOOTERS and THANK YOU for 
your continued input and use of Nu-Line built guns: 

Rob Leatham -Masters lntn'I - 1st Pro Shotgun 

Mike Plaxco 

Brian Enos 

Glenda Robison 
Ted Deacon 

- Soldier of Fortune -1st Shotgun 
-1st Overall 

- Steel Challenge - 1st Shotgun 87-88 
- Second Chance - 1st B.C.B.C.87-88 
- Soldier of Fortune - 2nd Overall 

- 6th Shotgun 
- Masters lntn' I - 1st Woman Shotgun 
- Bianchi lntn'I - High Auto 87-88 
- MO Action Cham. -85-86-87 Champ 

Ask Mike Dalton-Mickey Fowler~Gary Robinson-Jerry Barnhart-Chip McCormick 

WHO'S GOING TO BUILD YOUR NEXT GUN? 

Our refinishing is used 
by: Action Arms, Alpha 
Precision. Baer Custom, 
J.E. Clark , Colt Firearms, 
Richard Heine, Mike 
LaRocca , j .M. Plaxco 
and Rogers Bullets . 

Stainless Steel Finish 

===· 
"COGAN CUSTOM" Speed 
Comp. Customized Comps. for most 
semi-autos and revolvers for compe
tition, carry or hunting. 

CUSTOM GUNSMITHING 

COLT AUTHORIZED 
SERVICE CENTER 

Send $2 .00 for brochure (refundable with first gun) to 

A. P. & W. Inc. 1937 Calumet St. Dept. AH, Clearwater FL 34625. Phone (8131 733·0923 

stock gun. Enlisting the aid of four shoot
ing buddies , I had each of us do a senes of 
10 reloads with a Colt Gold Cup. Except 
for a Colt wide grip safety, this gun was 
completely stock , with a non-bevelled 
mag well , short mag button , and strong 
catch lock spring. 

The Mag-Guide was then installed and 
a second series of 10 reloads completed by 
each shooter. Finally, for the third series , 
the VIC speed release was fitted. 

For each reload the shooter would fire 
one shot at an IPSC target seven yards 
away, reload , and hit the target again. 
Time between the two shots was mea
sured with a Pro-TNT timer. The table 
shows each shooter's 10-reload average. 

In addition to being slower, times wi th 
the unaltered gun were much more incon
sistent. Every shooter had one or two 
"wrecks" that really bumped up the av
erage . The mag chute really helped im
prove consistency. 

For example, looking at my own figures 
I found that with the stock gun the single 
best time was a 1.56, while the worst was 
a 3.20. With the mag chute the best time 
was a 1.46-not all that much faster-but 
the worst was a 1.80. I calculated the stan
dard deviation (a statistical method of 
measuring consistency) of each series and 
found that the mag-guide resulted in re
loads that were twice as consistent as the 
stock gun . The guide not only gives faster 
reloads , it virtually eliminates the bad 
ones . 

The benefit of the speed release varied 
more from shooter to shooter , and 
seemed to depend largely on hand size. 
Those with oversize hands didn ' t improve 
much with the speed release , though they 
didn't do any worse either. The ones who 
did benefit, though , really benefitted . 
Two of the shooters improved their times 
by .7 to .8 seconds, which is a considerable 
reduction off of times that were already 
fa irly good. 

Speaking of the times , some readers 
may think these times aren 't particularly 
quick. When I started into IPSC, quite a 
few years ago , timing was done with a 
stopwatch, and almost any competitor of 
consequence would modestly admi t he 
could do a one-second reload any day of 
the week. I haven't heard this claim in 
quite a few years-not since . accurate 
electronic timers like the Pro-Tuner and 
the PACT become widely available. 

It 's one thing to do a few reloads and 
remember only the good ones , but when 
the bad ones are included in the average 
these times are actually quite good. 

Earlier I mentioned that extended/en
larged mag releases can cause problems 
with some shooting grips. To my regret I 
found that I was one of those who have a 
problem . I grip the gun with the left wrist 
a bit ahead of the right , and the base of 
the left thumb pressed against the left 
stock panel. Almost invariably I would 
accidentally press the speed release and 
dump the magazine . Steve had this hap
pen to him once or twice, while the other 
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shooters had no problems whatsoever. 
These accessories provide a worthwhile 

improvement in reloading time. Maga
zine chutes , especially, are one of those 
nice things that provide a benefit and have 
no drawbacks. Extended mag releases 
will really help some shooters , but I must 
stress the importance of thoroughly test
ing the unit to ensure it won' t be released 
accidentally, either in the holster or in the 
shooting grip . Inadvertently dumping the 
mag halfway through a string would be 
annoying in a match. I bet it would be 
downright irritating 
in a gunfight. 

SILUETAS 
Continued f rom page 19 

rived , I just happened to stop by Inter
mountain Arms, a local sportshop , and 
was admiring some of the lightweight 
mountain rifles that they specialize in 
building. These are synthetic stocked ri
fles , all fi tted with recoil reducers. Think
ing of my soon-to-be-painful Dominator, 
I asked gunsmith R o n Sche rme rh o rn , 
"Ever put recoil reducers on handguns"? 

Yes , they had just started experiment
ing with a recoil reducer called the Gun
ner's Choice on Contenders and showed 
me a video tape of hard kicking single 
shots being fired both with and without 
benefi t of the Gunner 's Choice. The re
sults on the video tape were impressive as 
they fi red both aided and unaided Con
tenders in front of a grid to show the 
amount of muzzle rise . There was a defi
nite reduction in the rise of the muzzle 
with the use of Gunner's Choice. They 
had never tried the apparatus on a Domi
nator but asked that I bring it in and they 
would see what could be done. 

Because of the barrel diameter of the 7-
08 Dominator, it took awhile to get a 
Gunner's Choice of the proper size , so 
while Schermerhorn was waiting, he took 
a draw fil e to my old 1911 frame getting 
out as many pits as possible , then satin 
nickled the frame , and fa ncied things up a 
bit by finishing the hammer in bright 
nickle. When assembled , the whole outfit 
is very pleasing to the eye and the satin 
nickle of the Colt frame contrasts nicely 
with both the dull black of the Dominator 
unit and the black rubber Pachmayr grips 
I installed . 

The Gunner's Choice Recoil Reducer 
is an add-on that requires the barrel be 
threaded on the outside , and the three 
inch length of the Gunner 's Choice adds 
two and one-half inches to the barrel 
length . This means that a barrel that is 
already at the length limit fo r silhouetting 
of any kind would need to be trimmed by 
two and one-half inches before this partic
ular recoil reducer is installed. 

My Dominator 7-08 looked good and 
the Gunner's Choice looked like it cer-

CASE TRIMMING \...'1: 
MADE EASY-AT LAST~ 
Lyman's Power Trimmer cleans primer pockets, too. 

Iii-Volume Iteloaders 
New Carbide Cutter 

AccessofY Now 
Available 

Our new Power Trimmer takes the drudgery out 
of trimming brass. Now you can trim hundreds of 
cartridge cases with precision and ease . Install one 
of the furni shed wire end brushes in the high-speed 
output and quickl y clean dirty primer pockets with 
just a touch. 

The Power Trimmer accepts all Lyman Uni ver
sal '" trimmer pilots and replacement cutter heads. 
Two cutter heads, a set of large and small wire 
end brushes and the Nine Pilot Multi-Pack are 
included . See your dealer today. Ask about the 
Power Trimmer from Lyman - the leader in case 
preparation for the re loader. 

• Gear Driver motor for higher torque . 
• Improved , low speed 175 Rf'M cutter tri ms 

cases c leanly. 
• Interchangeable carbide cutter available as 

accessory . 

Patented Uninrsal" ' Chuckhead 
eliminates need to purchase 

additional collets. 

I 

On-off rocker switch. 
Hean · cast base with nine 
recepiacles for pilot sto rage. 

Write now for 
your free catalog. 
Questions! Call toll free 1-800-22-LYMAN 

Lyman. D ept. #489 . Rt. 147 
Middlefie ld , CT 06455 

Set your sights on . .. 
the ''TIGER'' 

H'Z38-SH 
The "TIGER" is suede 
lined and has a metal 
reinforced belt loop to 
contour with the hip. 
Other features, such 
as the retention screw, 
open bottom, covered 
trigger guard, & metal 
formed sight tunnel 
makes this a very 
functional holster. 

For your copy of our catalog, send $5.00 (refundable on 
$25.00 retail order) to: DON HUME LEATHERGOODS, 
P.O. Box 351 , Dept. AH, Miami, OK 74355. 
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tainly would do the job with its fo ur rows 
of recoil reducing holes running around 
the axis of the barrel. The claim is that a 
.378 is reduced to .30-06 level and a .30-
06 handles like a .243 with the G unner's 
Choice installed on a rifle. Would it do the 
job on the 7-08 Dominato r? 

I set-up a sandbag rest , loaded a 140 
grain Remington fac tory load in the shell 
holder rim of the Dominator's action , 
closed the bolt , flipped off the safety and 
slowly squeezed the trigger. A t thi s point 
I was more interested in what would hap
pen to the back of my hand rather than 
sighting in the 4X scoped D ominator. 

BRASS CATCHER* 

Upon firing, the barrel of the 7-08 li fted 
gently and there was absolutely no pain to 
the back of my hand . In fact , I had expe
rienced less fe lt recoil than when fi ring the 
regular 1911 Colt ! I fi red again. And 
again . In fac t, I ran through 200 rounds of 
reloads from 100 gra in hollowpoints up to 
162 grain boattail s, and the result was al
ways the same . No painful thump on the 
back of the hand . "It's the handiest on the market" 

~ $14.95_ 

Send check or money order to: 

GAG_E MANUFACTURING 
663 West 7th St. San Pedro, CA 90731 No C.O.D. 

For our new color brochure and the location of 
your nearest Hogue dealer 

CALL TOLL FREE 

1-800-GET GRIP 
IN CALIFORNIA CALL 805 I 466-6266 I 486-4100 

Hogue features a complete line of fancy 
hardwoods, nylon and soft rubber grips 
designed for all popular revolvers and 
automatics. 

HOGUE GRIPS 

only $119.95 ppd. 

NO GUNSMITH ING 
No alterat ions to your gun 
Replaces the stock barrel bushing 
Minor l 11t1ng to Comp only 
Simple fitting instructions included 
Free. last factory f1t t1ng ava ilab le 

SUPER EFFICIENT 
The bushing comp tha t works
Guaranteed 

GOVERNMENT MODEL 
OR COMMANDER 

Aeduce!i muzzle rise up to 50 °,~ 
Dramat ically reduces " felt recoil " 
Umque. advanced. tr1ple·chamber 

port desig n !pal pend.) 

84 

45ACP. 9mm. 10mm. 38 Super 

Blue Chrome Moly or St ainless Steel 

QUALITY CONSTRUCTION 
Hand mach ined in chrome moly or air· 
cral t qua li ty st ainless steel 

Hand l imshed with high polish sides or 
all sandblasl matte finish 

Bu il t to Nat ional Match specs fo r 
1mpr0ved accuracy 

Heat treatel1 tor maximum durab1l1ty 

A brochure w ith tes t resu lts on Tri-Comp as 
well as other PBI produc ts and services 1s 
ava ilable on reques1 
To order send $119.95 each. cert. check. 
money order. MasterCard and Visa include 
number and exp1rat1on da te. COD ($3 00 
add1t1onat) Ptease specify b lue or sta inless. 
high po lish sides or all matte 

Dealer lnqu1r1es Invited 

PROGRESSIVE BALLISTICS, INC. 
P 0 Box 2526 Dept AH ' 
Shawnee Mi ssion . KS 66201 
8161221·9117 

Just to make sure , I unscrewed the 
Gunner's Choice and tried a fac tory 140 
grain round . The result? A thump to the 
back of the hand that ra ised a pronounced 
red mark as well as a definite smack in the 
palm. Not brutal, but noticeable. A recoil 
that would work on the back of the hand 
during a long string of fi re until a blister 
or broken skin appeared . The Gunner's 
Choice reall y did a job by keeping this 
from happening! 

A ccur acy of th e 7 -08 D o min a t or 
proved to be excellent . I'm sure much of 
the accuracy that was a ttained was due to 
the fac t that I could concentra te on the 
shooting and not be concerned about get
ting thumped everytime I pulled the trig
ge r . Us in g va ri o u s h a n d loa d s , I 
experienced numerous 100 ya rd three 
shot groups in the one inch range , and one 
beautiful three shot group with all bullets 
touching and measuring 7/16" ! Very few ri
fles will do this, or maybe I should say that 
I cannot shoot a rifle this good even from 
sandbags. 

The Gunner's Choice certainly does not 
reduce muzzle velocity as Remington fac
tory 120 grain hollow points clocked out 
at 2800+ fps over my PACT PC , and fac
tory 140's hit a shade over 2600 fps. Those 
are pretty impressive figures from a hand
gun and makes the 7-08 an excellent 
choice for silhouetting or game in the 
deer-antelope category. 

Intermountain Arms welcomes inquir
ies concerning the Gunner 's Choice in
stallation on rifles o r handguns. Their 
address is Intermountain A rms, Atten
tion: Ron Schermerhorn , 105 East Idaho 
Ave , Dept AH , Meridian , ID 83642. 

I'm sold on the Gunner 's Choice as it 
allows the use of full -house 7-08 loads for 
the fl attest possible trajectory with no 
strain , no pain . 

If you have an Unlimited gun that is 
providing more recoil than is manageable 
in 40, 60, or 80 round strings of fire , or if 
you have watched your wife , son, or 
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daughter wince every time they pull the 
trigger and you have finall y realized they 
are not willing to disappoint D ad and say 
they are hurting, installation of the Gun-
ner's Choice can pay back ~ 
big dividends. ~ 

HANDLOADING 
Continued from page 22 

more complex but it 's one of those elegant 
ideas that doesn't do anything at all unless 
the powder measure sticks. 

A small bracket is installed underneath 
the shell plate to engage a rod that runs 
down from the powder measure . To install 
the rod you must replace the bell crank on 
the powder measure with a new one , but 
if you've ever taken the powder measure 
apart fo r cleaning it 's no more trouble 
th an that. 

The rod then engages the bracket be
neath the shell plate and , on the down 
stroke of the press , it will pop the powder 
slide back into position if it sho uld happen 
to stick. If the powder measure doesn't 
stick, you' ll never notice it. 

Of course all the new 550Bs will come 
with all this , but owners of 450B or 550 
presses can purchase the retrofit kits fo r 
$15 each or you can get bo th for $25 . Both 
is the way to go. Just call Dillon's handy 
toll free number 1-800-421-7632. 

A nother interesting item is a Lyman 
product that ought to be a part of 

everyone's loading bench. One of the 
things that amazes me about reloading is 
the blind fa ith everyone seems to put 
in their powder scale. They assume it 's 
right. You know what ass-u-me means, 
don' t you? 

The product I'm talking about is a sim
ple set of weights that allow you to verify 
the accuracy of your powder sca le. I don't 
mean to malign anyone's powder scale 
and I've never tested one that was off 
when it was new, but we all know that 
loading benches are messy places and it's 
easy as pie fo r something to get bumped 
in the clutte r. If that something happens 
to be yo ur po wd e r sca le, th e co n se 
quences can be serious. But, unl ess you 
check the scale, how will you know? 

Lyman has had the check weights in 
their catalog for a couple of years now, 
and I surely must have been one of their 
first customers, fo r I ordered a set just as 
soon as I heard of them. Fo r years I had 
been using an old set of analytical balance 
weights to check my vario us scales . They 
were, of course , in grams, but I had a ta
ble of the comparable weights in grains 
taped to the box. My practice , then and 
now, is to set the zero and then use a 
weight that is close to the maximum 
charge I'll be using that session to verify 
the scale. If it 's a real long sessio n, or I 
happen to bump the sca le during loading, 
I'll check it again . 

PLAXCO 
CUSTOM PISTOLS 

Highen qua/Hy workmanship by a champion competitor: 

O~~~~~TO 
• IPSC National Champion 
• World Speed Shooting Champion 
• SOf 3-gun Champion 
• Second chance Grand Champion 

The only pistolsmith to ever win these championships 
1<.rrs ,. 

5£,Lf KlT 6 
oo-n-YOUR tch bushing 

For more information and gun specifications: match barre\, ma Requires 
\ xco comP· J. Michael Plaxco, Rt. 1 Box 203 

Roland, Arkansas 72135 
501-868-9787 

and P a handfitting. 

The Chapman Academy of Practical Shooting offers 
the latest and best training in tactics and techniques 
for defensive, practical shooting . 

Training courses are available for handgun, shotgun 
and special weapons. Beginners, law enforcement 
personnel, military personnel and world-class . 
competitive shooters have attended and benefited 
from Ray Chapman's expertise and personalized 
instruction. 

For information about the best training available write : 

Chapman Academy 
Hallsville, MO 65255 

(314) 696-5544 

EAGLE GRIPS 
ART JEWEL ENTERPRISES, LTD. 
EXOTIC WRAPAROUND 

ROSEWOOD GRIPS 
FOR AUTOMATICS 

AVAILABLE FOR ALL COLT, S & W, RUGER 
& SOME BERETTA & WALTHER 

We offer the largest selection of ivory, mother-of-pearl, horn, 
stag, rosewood and ebony grips for most production handguns. 
ORDERS ONLY CALL 1·800·323·6144 

SEND $1 FOR COMPLETE COLOR CATALOG 
DEPT. AH , EAGLE BUSINESS CENTER 
460 RANDY ROAD, CAROL STREAM, IL 60188 • 

Retail $30.95 

312·260·0400 

S ~ B GUN SALES 
Custom competition pistol and mHifaty rilles 
.45 and .38 Super Match Pistols and Compensator 
Systems Using SPRINGFIELD ARMORY Pistols 

Guaranteed delivery within 6 months 

S ~ 8 GUN SALES 
55 Main Street Vinyard Haven, MA 02568 
508-693-7961 •VISA and MASTERCARD Accepted 
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LaRocca Gun Works, inc. 
Basic Street 
to Full House 
Competition 

For the highest reliability, quality 
& craftsmanship. Let us work with 
you to design and customize 
your gun. 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

51 Union Place 
Worcester, MA 01608 
(508) 754-2887 

NOW YOU CAN HAVE THE BEST!! 
CUSTOM HANDGUN STOCKS 

Presentation Grade stocks. 
Fancy American & Exotic Woods 

Fitted to Your Hand measurements . 
T he Su perior Craftsmanship Th at 

You Demand For Your Gun. 

ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE $2.00 
(Refu ndable With Order) 

NEWELL CUSTOM STOCKS 
55 Coyote St. , DEPT AH, Los Alamos, NM 87544 

Whether you ' re a Competition Shooter, 
Handgun Hunter, or Handgun 
Enthusiast, WILSON'S carries 
what you need in Quality 

handgun accessories 
and service. 

. FREE 'GUN.· 
CLEANING 
CLOTH 
When you send $3.00 
fo r our latest full
color catalog , which 
will be credited toward 
your first order. 

The choice of 
Champions. 

t DEALERS SEND FFL FOR DEALER PRICES. 

WILSON 'S GUN SHOP, INC. • P.O. Box 578-1 • Berryville, Ark. 72616-0578 

a trademark of Platers Supply 

ANNOUNCING ... 
A MAJOR BREAKTHROUGH JN FIREARMS FINISHES! 

• Surpasses stainless steel for brightness, rust resistance second to none 
• Will not gall, chip or peel • hardness rated at 72 Rockwell Scale 
• Dura Chrome smoothness reduces wear on moving parts 

Our system was custom designed for firearms-that 's all we plate. Dura Chrome quality and our 
almost 10 years polishing experience guarantees your satisfadion OR WE REDO IT AT NO COST 
TO YOU. Exclusive Plater for CANNON GUNS 

DEALER & LAW ENFORCEMENT DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE· SEND FOR FREE BROCHURE 

THE SHOOTER SHOP 
514 N. Main • Butte, MT 59701 • (406) 723-3842 

Gunpowde r can be unfo rgiving stu ff 
and the $24.95 it costs fo r the check 
weights would be priceless if your sca le 
decided to weigh a couple of grains heavy 
when you were wo rking on some sort of 
firewalled load. If your dealer doesn' t 
stock these , fuss at him and call Lyman at 
1-800-22-LYMAN. They will either give 
you the name of a dea ler in your ~ 
area or send the item CO D direct. ~ 

FIELD GRADE CASULL 
Continued f rom page 55 

ders from 4150 steel. Parts were engi
neered as needed and the .454 Casull , then 
labeled the .454 Magnum , became a real
ity. During the 1960s a number of .454s 
were built and also Ruger Super Black
hawks were converted to five shot .454s. 

A number of promoters tried to start 
production of the .454, but Wayne Baker 
was the only one to stick with it. Plans for a 
fa cto ry in Freedom , Wyo ming came 
together in 1979 and in 1983 the first fac
tory produced .454 was sold . 

From 1983 until 1988 The Premier 
Grade .454 Casull has been sold by Free
dom Arms chambered in .454 and , for 
fanciers of the .44 Magnum and the .45 
Colt , a small number have been made in 
each of these fine calibers. Because of the 
cost of production, the Premier Grade 
Freedom Arms Single Action has slowly 
inched its way up to $1095. Most shooters, 
who appreciate the quality built into each 
.454 Casull , understand the need for such a 
high price, but if there were only some way 
to get the price down! 

The staff at Freedom Arms went to work 
on ways to lower the price without sacrific
ing quality. In 1987, I was privileged to see 
the un-announced and un-named "new" 
Freedom Arms .454 and asked what I 
thought. "It will outsell the original !" I 
opined . 

To bring the price down , Freedom Arms 
has done three things, none of which sacri
fices quality in any way. 

Instead of the highly polished fin ish 
found on the Premier Grade, The Field 
Grade carries a bead blasted fini sh. This 
eliminates many hours of careful polishing 
which in turn cuts the cost significantly. 

All Premier Grade Casulls are furni shed 
with a special laminated grip that is metic
ulously hand-fitting to the frame. This 
takes time and costs money. The Field 
Grade version is furnished with bolt-on 
Pachmayr grips. Another cut in the total 
cost . 

The last change is the rear sight. A spe
cial base adapter is fi tted to the frame to 
accept Ruger rear sights and the third sig
nificant savings occurs. Add them all up 
and the total savings is $300 giving the 
Field Grade a retail price of $795 , which is 
right in the ballpark with two other stain
less handguns, the Python and the Gold 
Cup. 
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I've received many inquires about the 
Field Grade and the number one question 
is: "What did they change on the inside?" 
The answer is nothing. Not one thing. No 
mechanical changes have been made 
whatsoever. 

The .454 Field Grade is identical inter
nally, and fitted as precisely as the Premier 
Grade. Cylinders are still line-bored, that 
is each cylinder is locked in place in the 
frame it is mated with before it is cham-
bered . This results in a near perfect barrel/ 
cylinder chamber alignment at the time the 
gun is fired. 

Barrel /cylinder gaps are held under 
. 002". The test Field Grade I have has an 
even more tightly chambered cylinder than 
my Silhouette and Packin' Pistol .454s. 
The same barrel stock is used . All internal 
parts are the same. The only difference is 
the finish , the grip, the rear sight- and the 
price. 

Actually, the finish on the Field Grade is 
much more conducive to hunting than the 
bright , highly polished finish of the Pre
mier Grade and turns out to be a finish that 
many stainless steel handgun owners 
would pay extra to obtain . 

For those who may not be familiar with 
the .454 Casull, the gun itself is a tradi
tional five-shot single action that is loaded 
and unloaded by placing the hammer at the 
half-cock notch and rotating the cylinder 
by hand and ejecting the empties one at a 
time and replacing them, also one at a time, 
with loaded rounds. When carried fully 
loaded with five rounds, the Casull utilizes 
a hammer safety that engages when the 
hammer is placed in the safety notch . 
Being a single action , the hammer must be 
cocked before each round is fired . 

The Field Grade, at least at this time, is 
available in four versions. It can be had in 
.454 Casull chambering only with adjust
able sights with a choice of 43/4", 71/z " , or 
10" barrels, all retailing for $795 . One 
fixed sighted version, again only in .454, is 
available, in 43/4" length only, retailing for 
$725. To me, the latter would be the ideal 
packin' pistol for any outdoorsman who 
carries a handgun for the express purpose 
that it may have to be used some day on 
something big, mean, or nasty. An outfitter 
or guide could pack one of these high on the 
hip in a properly designed holster, hardly 
noticing that it is there and yet have instant 
accessability to a potent package of power. 

My test Field Grade .454 is a 71/z " ver
sion with a few options. Since I find the 
Pachmayr grips a trifle large for my hand , 
and also prefer the traditional look of a 
standard single action grip, I went the route 
of ordering black micarta grips fitted to the 
Field Grade. They look extremely attrac
tive when mated with the subuded bead 
blasted finish of the stainless steel .454. 

Since all Freedom Arms Single Actions 
come with a heavier than desirable trigger 
pull for this long-time Single Action six
gunner, I also ordered an action job with 
the trigger set at three pound. Finally, I 
prefer the standard Freedom Arms sights 
and went this way instead of with the Ruger 

Wichita lnsta-Comp The Affordable Alternative 
No Gunsmithing Required 

$99. 95 without sight 

·Pat Pend 

(Model WIC-1)' 
The Wichita lnsta ·Comp has been 
designed for the competitive and 
non-competitive shooter. 

The gas chamber inside the Wichita lnsta -Comp is designed to capture 
the gas and exhaust it through the two vertical port s. With this arrangement. 

combined with the additional weight. the muzzle jump is reduced significantly. 

EASY INSTALLATION No Special Tools. No Fitting . Nothing e lse to buy. 
Remove your barrel bushing and recoil spring plug . Replace with the Wichita 

lnsta -Co mp and o ur recoil spring plug . You are now ready to shoot your comped gun . 

Model WIC-2 has a front sight (target or combat, your choice) ...... $119.95 
Model WIC-1 or WIC-2 and our slide conversion• • .... $ 264.90 
(Bur_y rear Wichita Sight. perm_anently .mounted . Front sight on slide or comp. Mill flat on top 
of slide . and lower port for easier eject1on) 

'Firearm. slide or rear sight not included . 
• ' We need your slide sent to us fo r this work 

Dealer prices available 
Send signed FFL 

Wichita Arms, Inc . 
444 Ellis. P.O . Box 11371 , Wichita . Kansas67211 
(316) 265-0661 

NEED A ''QUICKIE''? 
Try A Trigger Finger Quick* Ambi

dextrous Magazine Release for Colt 
1911 Autos from Egan & Blackburn 

Absolutely no alteration 
of frame. Faster Mag Re-

lease using the speed 
in your Trigger Finger. 

Installs in seconds 

ECAN & BLACKBURN 
14836 Lincoln St. S.E. 

Minerva, Oh 44657 
216-868-5206 

"I've used only the original 
Mag-na-port® muzzle 
venting process J 

1
• 

f 12 
,, U IUS 

Or years. Robertson 
Libby, MT 

~· 
INTERNATIONAL 

41302 Executive Drive 
Mt. Clemens. Ml 48045-3448 

Call us at (313) 469-6727 

. ___ ..... _.., 

DEALER INQUIRIES 
INVITED 

BUEHLER PISTOL MOUNT 

Introducing a different BUEHLER MOUNT-M83. In
stalls without drilling or tapping. For calibers up 
through .357 Mag. Available in silver or black finish. 
M83 Mounts available for Smith & Wesson , Dan 
Wesson , Colt and Ruger. 

Send for Free Brochure 44H or call 
415-254-3201 

MAYNARD P. BUEHLER, lnc.-ORINDA, CA s4ss3 
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Bob is the 1988 NRA Unlimited DoubleAClass 
Silhouette Champion . Firing a Remington XP-100 
chambered in ?BR by Indiana gunsmith Ralph 
Bond, he compiled a 78 X 80 to tie, plus a 10 X 10 
in the shoot-off to win the championsh ip. That Bob 
and Ralph selected our barrels is a source of pride 
and inspiration to everyone at Shilen Rifles. 

For information on the complete line of Shilen products send $2.00 for a set of up-to-date Data Sheets. 

SHILEN RIFLES, INC. 
205 Metro Park Blvd. • Ennis, Texas 75119 

(214) 875-5318 

PISTOLSMITH 
I ha ve 40 years ex pe ri e nc e repa iring and building all types of sporting 
fir ea rms. Complete faciliti es for th e type of work th at is required. 

Comba t • Pin shootin g • Target • Silhoue tt e 

COLT FACTORY WARRANTEE SERVICE CE NTER 
HIGH STANDARD SPECIALIST - ALL MODELS 
SMITH & WESSON REVOLVER IMPROVEMENTS 

A one man shop that ca res, and a shoote r who knows what the serious 
shoote r wan ts. Satisfaction Assured. Price List $1.00. 

CAMPBELL H. IRWIN GUNSMITH 
Hartland Blvd., East Hartland, Co nn. 'l\.E .-Sat . 9arn---Spn (E .T. 1 

Te l. [203) 653-3901 Zip 06027 Sun & r-t>n . closed 

CASE·GARD® 
AMMO PROTECTION 

for 
Hangunners 

The first choice of 
handgunnersthrough
out the world, CASE
GARD" Ammo Boxes 
provide security from 
shock, dust and mois
ture. Available for all 
popular calibers in 

either 100 (A) or 50 (B) round versions. Slip Top models (C) for .38/357 Mag and 
.45 Auto are offered with round or square cavities. Proven in the field by police 
officers, hunters, plinkers and competitive shooters, and guaranteed for 3 
Years. Catalog available. 

MTM Molded Products Company 
P.O. Box 14117 • Dayton, Ohio 45414 • (513) 890-7461 

rear sight that is standard on the Field 
Grade. The Premier Grade rear sight has 
been changed positively and now carries a 
deeper notch than I prefer for precise 
shooting. 

With the options I ordered, I feel that 
this 7t12 " Field Grade .454 Casull is about 
as close to perfection as one can get in an 
all-around single action revolver. No it is 
not the ticket for action shooting, nor 
would it be the first choice as a self-defense 
handgun . But for tough outdoor service 
and for ultiamte power in a 52 ounce port
able package, this is it. 

Other options available from Freedom 
Arms for the Field Grade .454 Casull 
include scopes, scope mounts and rings, 
special silhouette sights, express sights, 
and colored insert front sights. Contact 
Freedom Arms (Dept AH, P.O. Box 1776, 
Freedom , WY 83120) for a complete list of 
options and prices. Dealer inquiries are 
invited. 

Pressures for the .454 Casull factory 
loads and some reloads will run to 60,000 
CUPS and more. The loads worked up by 
Dick Casull in the 1950s and 1960s utilized 
standard .45 Colt brass and #2400 powder. 
The original .454 brass was nothing more 
than .45 Colt brass lengthened from 
1.285" to 1.385". Now we are at the third 
generation stage of .454 Casull brass, and 
keeping with Dick Casull's desire to have 
as great a safety margin as possible, FA 
.454 brass has now been made heavier in 
the web area and uses small, instead of 
large, primer pockets. 

The Field Grade .454 performs exactly 
the same as its more expensive counter
part, The Premier Grade. Superbly. With 
the right load , groups will run one-inch or 
less at 25 yards and long range accuracy is 
excellent. This is one revolver that will 
definitely outshoot the iron sights it comes 
equipped with. 

I have fired well over 300 different loads 
through the .454 Field Grade, some of 
which are published herein. Freedom 
Arms manufactures three jacketed bullets 
for the .454 and loads are listed for each. 
These three designs all have . 032" copper 
jackets and are designed for the deep pen
etration that big game hunting demands. 
Freedom Arms bullets are a 240 jacketed 
hollow point , and a 260 and 300 grain 
jacketed soft point. All perform well in the 
.454 Field Grade with a few favorite loads 
emerging. 

The factory 260 grain load clocks out at 
1874 fps from the 7t12" Field Grade .454 
and I come close to this with 1810 fps from 
36 grains of H 110. The factory loaded 300 
grain jacketed soft point clocks out at 1681 
fps, and my handload of 33.0 grains of 
HllO yields 1717 fps. These are heavy 
loads and recoil is stout! 

Because of the cost of the Freedom 
Arms jacketed bullets, I cannot see any 
point in using them in plinking loads. 

All velocities are measured with both a 
PACT PC and an Oehler 33, and the aver
age taken. Velocities are normally within 
20 fps of each other on the two clocks. 
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Since the PACT skyscreens require a two
foot spacing, and the Oehler screens are set 
up to work at a four-foot spacing, it is a 
simple matter to mount both sets of screens 
on a single bar and check them against each 
other. 

For lighter jacketed bullet loads in the 
.454, I turn to Sierra's 240 grain JHC, 
Hornady's 250 grian JHP, or Speer's 260 
grain JHP. These .45 Colt bullets have 
lighter jackets than the Freedom Arms 
.454 bullets and will work best at velocities 
around 1600 fps or less. 

The .454 Field Grade is a natural for cast 
bullets if they are chosen and loaded 
wisely. Some 240-260 grain cast bullets 
will not perform as well at the higher 
speeds as they lose accuracy when pushed 
too fast. Different guns react differently, so 
experimentation may be necessary. 

A long-time popular 255 grain cast bul 
let with the .45 Colt , and one that works 
well also in the .454, is Lyman's #454424 
designed by Elmer Keith back in the 
l 920's. Its longevity attests to its popu
larity. For a heavy load with this bullet , I 
like either 25.0 grains of #2400 or 36.0 
grains of WW680 for 1600 fps. For a 
"mild" load , I go with 16.0 gra ins of 
WW540 fo r 1280 fps and no unburned 
powder granu les to work their way into the 
tight fitting parts of the Freedom Arms 
single action revolver. 

My favorite, and most accurate, loads 
with the .454 7 1h " Field Grade are all 
assembled with bullets in the 300 grain 
weight range and up. There are a number 
of excellent heavyweight bullets from NEI , 
Lyman, and SSK. NEI's contributions are 
both "Keith-style" bullets and because of 
nose length when used in the .454 require 
crimping over the front band. Hensley and 
Gibbs is now working on a Keith heavy
weight .454 bullet that can be used in .454 
brass and still be crimped in the crimping 
groove. 

The NEI bullets a re #310.451 and 
#325.451. The first three numbers give the 
approximate weight and the last three indi
cate the caliber. For the 3 10 grain bullet , I 
prefer 18.0 grains of #2400 (1230 fps), 
21.0 grains of #2400 (1450 fps) , and 25 .0 
grains of HllO (1500 fps). These are not 
full house loads but are plenty for most 
shooters and most chores . DO NOT TRY 
TO BUILD HEAVYWEIGHT FULL 
HOUSE LOADS WITH #2400, NOR 
LIGHT LOADS WITH WW296 OR 
HllO. Either practice can be dangerous. 

For the slightly heav ier 325 grain Keith 
bullet , I like 21.0 grains ofHllO for a mild , 
pleasant shooting, 1225 fps , or 26.0 grains 
for a bull -busting 150 fps. Both of these 
bullets shed their velocity very slowly, and 
when started at 1500 fps, will still be trav
eling at nearly 1200 fps at 200 yards. That 
kicks up a lot of down-range energy. 

The heaviest practical bullet for the .454 
is also one of the best and certainly one of 
the most accurate. This is SS K's #345 .451 
which drops a 340 grain bullet with my 
hard-casting mixture. Start at 22.0 grains 
of H 110 for 1200 fps and go all the way up 

HANDGU NS LTD CUSTOM GUNWORKS 
'EVERY CUN BUILT A5 IF IT WERE MY OWN/" 

Rifles 
XP-lOO's 
Revolvers 
Auto's 
Shotguns 
"Tamer Recoil Reducer 

IPSC 
NRA ACTION 
DEFENSE 
DUTY 
HUNTER 
PPC 

Hunter & Competiti on proven , 30 yrs. combined Exp. Competition models with 8 WK. Del., Workmanship 
guaranteed. Open evenings until 10pm. CST for your convenience . Call 501-561-3540 Handguns Ltd 909 Benton 
Manila, AR 72442 . Steve Malloy-Owner 

BEFORE YOU BUY 
COMPARE 

$199 
(plus shipping) 

" ... it's the best I've seen and the price is right" 
Rick Jamison, Shooting Times 

Our competitors must be having a pretty 
tough time keeping up with us . Instead of 
improving their chronographs with useful 
features , one of them has added an obsolete 
impact printer (the manual warns that you may 
have to wind your own rolls of paper for it) and 
a " third " skyscreen to his machine and wants 
you to believe you're getting " two chrono
graphs" in one (you ' re not). What a deal! 

At PACT we operate on a real simple 
design philosophy. Give the customers a no 
hassle chronograph with a wealth of useful 
features at a reasonable price. 

The PC features an advanced 32 character 
display instead of the 4 digit display common
ly found on other chronographs and cheap 
alarm clocks (sorry guys but facts are facts) . 
When you fire , your shot number, velocity 
and average velocity are automatically 
displayed-no button pushing required . 
When you complete your string, we help you 
analyze your loads by providing you with the 
best statistical summary in the business. In 
addition each shot (up to 300) can be 
reviewed. 

Have us install our optional Print Driver and 
purchase our state of the art Hewlett-Packard 
battery powered printer, and you will find 
yourself in possession of the ultimate 
chronograph system. At the end of each 
string the PC will give you the option of prin
ting the string number and all of tt:ie data for 
that string . The PC also features full edit 
capability (while firing and during review). 

The PACT PC is sold factory direct and is 
backed by a 30 day money back guarantee 

and a lifetime warranty. Compare the PC 
feature for feature and dollar for dollar with 
our competitors. You'll find that the PACT PC 
out performs them in every department and 
provides more honest " bang for the buck" 
than any chronograph on the market. 

Order Today 

TOLL FREE ... 800 PACT INC 
(in Texas 214-641-0049) 

By Phone: We are happy to answer 
your questions and take your order. We 
accept Visa, MC and COD orders .• 
PACT PC (with skyscreens) .... $199 
Print Driver (installed in PC) ... $ 25 
Battery Powered Printer ....... $125 
Extra Printer Paper (6 rolls) . . . . $12 
Skyscreen Bracket 

(optional but nice) ...... .. .. $ 24 
Extra Skyscreens . ... $15 ea $25 pr 
Skyscreen Housings$2.50 each 4 for $9 

· shipping & Insurance $4 .50 UPS 
ground/$10 UPS 2nd day air. Extra 
shipping for bracket (separate package) 
$3 ground/$6 2nd day air. Bank service 
charge for VISA/MC. COD fee $2. Write 
or call for foreign rates. Texas residents 
add appropriate sales tax . 

----jl!! 
ff- ?=ff! I ~ -:: 

P. 0 . Box 531525 
Grand Prairie, TX 75053 
(in TX 214-641-0049) 
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Only the RANSOM REST sits in 

.____ _ _ _ _ _ 

5" & 6" 
Brls. 

Oversized 
lug 

PlllL 
.JUDG•BIT 

By eliminating inconsistencies in holding and positioning, 
the Ransom Rest reduces variables to the gun or 
ammunition alone. No other method can produce this 
necessary repeatability. That's why major manufacturers 
worldwide evaluate their guns and ammunition in Ransom 
Rests; that 's also why serious individual experimenters 
use it. Over 80 adapter inserts allow testing of a great 
variety of guns, with automatics feeding from their 
magazines. Like the professionals, you can prove beyond 
doubt the quality of performance of your gun, your 
ammunition . See your dealer, or send for a free brochure 
on the Ransom Rest and its accessories and applications. 

OGLESBY & OGLESBY 
GUNMAKERS, INC. 

Gun Shown -
Witch Doctor Prototype 

Featuring (IRS) Internal Recoil Suppression And 
The Self Adjusting Port The Witch Doctor Is "Bad Medicine 
In The Hands Of The Right Man" -For Inquiries On 
Availability And Specifications, Call Or Write: 

Oglesby & Oglesby Gunmakers, Inc. 
R.R. #5 , Springfield , IL 62707 (217) 487-7100 

QUADRA-LOK lltm 
COMPETITION BARREL SYSTEMS 

DROP-IN ACCURACY 
FOR THE .45 

CENTAUR ADJUSTABLE 
SLIDE STOP - A totally 
new approach to 

Pivot 
band 

Special ly 
machined 
slide stop 

$194. 90 
(comp. version) 

(Kits include 
Brl ., Slide 
Stop & Buffered 
Recoil System) 

c€ntauR syst€rns 
8000 W. Shinglemifl Rd. 

*P rices star t at $144 ~5 . 

Send $1.(XJ for Brochure 
and Operating Principles. 
Dealer Pricing Available. 

Sandpoint, ID 83864 IC'Z'.51 r~ 
(208) 263-4806. We Accept ~ ~ 

2.5 oz 
Comp. 

to 32.0 grains ofHllO for nearly 1809 fps 
and all the recoil I want. 

Lyman's heavyweight .454 bullet is 
#454629, and is a 300 grain, flat point, gas
checked design that is available only from 
Freedom Arms. This too is an excep
tionally accurate bullet and as been specifi
cally designed to withstand the high 
velocities possible with the .454 Casull. 
My starting load for this bullet is 26.0 
grains ofWW296 for 1400 fps and I stop at 
32.0 grains ofWW296 for 1700 fps . 

Prices of manufactured goods always 
seem to be going up or quality is being cut. 
Or both. It is refreshing to find an arms 
manufacturer offering what is probably the 
best factory revolver ever made, cutting 
the cost 27 % , and doing it without sacrific
ing quality. 

The Freedom Arms revolvers, both Pre
mier Grade and Field Grade, are being 
discovered by more shooters each day. Be 
prepared to wait awhile for delivery. You'll 
be glad you did . It's worth the wait. As the 
old advertising slogan use to go: ...... 
"Ask the man who has one." ~ 

COL. ASKINS' .45 
Continued from page 66 

passed it over . l thought the little puta was 
going to kiss him. 

"What do yah wanna do with him ," I 
asked , " hang the bastard?" 

Parker shook his head , " We 're gonna 
take him right back to the place on the 
line where he crossed before he killed 
Lon. An ' I'm gonna kill him right there ." 

We drove through the outskirts of No
gales and onto a dirt road which ran par
allel to the International boundary . In 
twenty minutes we swung northward and 
came to the Line . It js marked with con
crete markers but no fence. "This is 
where the sonsofbitches crossed ," George 
growled. 

There were no houses , no habitation , 
only the open desert with the Chiracahua 
Mountains in the distance on the Arizona 
side. 

We unloaded and Parker opened the 
jump seat. I had heard some movement in 
the compartment for some miles and I 
wasn 't surprised to see our killer raise bolt 
upright in the back seat. And he came up 
shooting! 

We had carted him out of the casa de las 
putas as dead drunk but the bastard had 
sobered up enough to know he was dis
tinctly in trouble . We hadn 't searched him 
when we dumped him in the jump seat 
and that was an error. 

He got off a shot at Parker-he was 
facing the driver's side-and I shot him 
three times with the .45 Auto. He pitched 
out of the car on his head. George walked 
over to him and shot the killer three times 
as he lay on the road . His revolver was a 
.32 Iver Johnson , and Parker took it with 
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him as a sort of memento of our careless
ness. 

When I got back to El Paso the Little 
Bride said , " What were you doing in Ari
zona all th at time? You and that awful 
George Parker must have been playing 
around." 

I nodded my head sagely and replied 
"Yep . That 's right , Babe, playing around 
really sums it up. " 

A good many years late r afte r fighting 
WW-II and becoming wealthy as a suc
cessful ra ncher/fa rmer, my old buddy Par
ker developed cancer and took out his 
pistol and shot himself. A real he-man , 
that one! 

B ack in E l Paso , we moved , the Better 
Half and me , to an out-station in the 

desert. We were 20 miles from El Paso 
and three miles from the U.S.-Mex fron
tier. It was a horseback station and my 
partner and I rode across a 150 miles of 
desert to the Arizona line . It took us six 
days to go over but we always managed to 
come back in five long, hard rides. 

I was the best pistol shot in the Border 
Patrol and on this station I had time for 
practice. I won the pistol championship of 
Texas (although I was living in New Mex
ico) five times , the state champio nship of 
Arizona once , of Oklahoma once and 
New Mexico a single time. I took the Bor
der Patrol national team to the Camp 
Perry Matches and we shot a three-way 
tie with the Los Angeles Police and the 
U .S. Marines for the National t ea m 
championship . I won the National Indi
vidual Pistol Championship. This is one 
of only two matches staged by the U.S. 
Gov't- all the other competitions are 
staged by the NRA. The National Indi
vidual is limited to the .45 Model 1911 
pistol. 

During the 10 years I was a member of 
the Border Patrol I banged off 334 ,000 
pistol rounds and for half the time I was 
the Chief Instructor of Firearms for the 
whole bloody service . 

But I digress. 
The Rio Gra nd e , which mea nd e rs 

through E l Paso , not only serves as an 
intern ational boundary but also separates 
the border hamlets of E l Paso , Texas and 
Juarez , Chihuahua. It was a handy avenue 
for a tremendous amount of smuggling. 
The coyoteros transported liquor during 
th e days of the Volstead Act and then 
carted back booty from burglaries and 
robberies on the gringo side. After Pro
hibiti o n we nt o ut th e contrabandistas 
fetched over marijuana and , to consider
ably lesser extent , cocaine. 

One evening, lying on the levee across 
from the standpipes of an o ld long unused 
water filter system , we saw nine hombres 
take to the stream on the Mex side . It 
appeared they were going to hit the U.S. 
bank about 50 yards below us , so we 
moved down river and awaited them. 
When they topped the levee we halted 
them and there was pandemonium for 
sure! The smugglers dropped their loads 

SEND A 
BUCK FOR 
CATALOG 

BAER 
CUSTOM GUNS 

DESIGNER COMP II SYSTEM 
. PATENT PENDING 

KART N.M. BARREL - TAPERE D CONE SYSTEM 
FULL LENGTH GUIDE SYSTEM - PERMANENTLY FIXED 

WITH OUR UNIQUE SILVER BRAZING TECHN IQU E 

GUARANTEED 2 1/2" - 10 SHOT GROUPS AT 50 YDS. 
ALL I PS C MOD IFICATI ONS AVAILABLE 

PISTOLSMITH PROFILE JULY-AUGUST 1985 

P.P.C. AND BIANCHI REVOLVERS 
X-RING ACCURACY - DOUGLAS BARRELS 
BAER CUSTOM REVOLVER PORT SYSTEM 
FULL LENGTH RIBS - SMOOTH DOUBLE ACTION 

CUSTOM X-P 100's - LONG RANGE CALIBERS 

1725 MINESITE ROAD ALLENTOWN , PA 18103 PHON E 215-398-2362 

STAG 

• IVORY POLYMER 

IVORY POLYMER 

Ajax Grips are 
available for most 

makes and models 
of handguns. 

Dealer Inquiries 
Invited. 

A. JACK ROSENBERG & SONS 
11311 Slemmons, Ste. 5 Dallas, TX 75229 (214) 241-6302 

FOR ORDERS ONLY CALL OUR TOLL FREE NUMBER 1-800-527-7537 

If you shoot handgun for silhouette, hunting or just 
for fun, this Cabretta leather ~love was made especially for you' 

There's " just enough" padding for comfort . The glove's scienti fic 
design provides real protection against direct and transferred 

recoil , dramatically reducing the risk of ul nar or planar nerve stress. 

Try them once and bring up your scores or bring down game like 
never before! Your satisfaction is unconditionally guaranteed. 

GUARANTEE: If you are not fully satisfied with the Model 454 Shooter's Glove, simply retu rn wi th in 10 days for a 
complete refund. MasterCharge-Visa· accepted (813) 643-4222 

Avail. in Rt. Hand, Lft. Hand or Pair. Please specify Hand and Hand Size (SM, MD, LG, XL or XX). Inc lude check or 
money order for $13 (1 Glove) or $2.5 (Pair) plus $1 .00 postage and handling, payable to : 

CHJMERE JNC 4406 Exchange Ave., MetroPark· #119 Naples, FL33942 
' • (Dealer/ Rep Inquiries Invited) 
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Handgun 
Hunter's 

Dream ... 
SCOPE-SITE "' scope mount 
systems make handgun hunting 
dreams come true. When game 
suddenly flushes too quickly or too 
close-in to use your scope, you've 
got accuracy insurance with a set of 
super high visibility Millett Sights 
on top of your scope mounts! 

With that blaze orange front 
ramp and white outline rear sight 
blade, the sight picture's right there 
- and your trophy's in the bag! We 
make SCOPE-SITE rn mounts for 
Contender, Redhawk, Colt, and 
Dan Wesson revolvers - and even 
Remington 870 & 1100 shotguns. 
No drill & tap - installs in 
minutes. About $40-73 per set. 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED. 

(714) 842-5575 
------~ r------
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and some ran back for the Rio Grande , 
others bolted into the settlement on our 
side and the leader of the gang held fast. 

I approached thi s bastard and in my 
hands I had my old Remington Model 11 
autoloader, crammed with 00 buckshot. 
Frank Pachmayr had put an extension on 
the magazine which ran right out to the 
muzzle and this gave me a reserve of fire 
which sometimes proved quite advanta
geous. At any rate, I ran up to the jefe of 
this nefarious bunch of rascals and I 
pointed the old auto shotgun at his mid
riff. I got a mite too close and this scoun
drel grabbed the barrel and gave the gun 
a hell of a jerk. He thought to catch me 
unawares and expected to get my shooting 
iron. 

I held the gun in my left hand , pulled 
the trigger at the same time and the nine 
big buckshot pellets neatly entered the 
bandit 's right eye. While the point of en
try was pretty smooth , the back of his 
head was somewhat of a mess. As a mat
ter of fact there wasn ' t much of it left . The 
charge lifted the outlaw off his feet and 
pitched him at least six feet away. He was 
almost thrown back down the levee on the 
river side. 

It wasn 't three months after that when 
I found myself in a similar situation. I 
guess I was just too impulsive-I got too 
close to another gang of smugglers and 
the top dog got hold of the barrel of the 
selfsame old Remington Model 11 and 
tried to jerk it out of my grasp. I pulled it 
back smartly and pulled the trigger and 
this time the load of buckshot took him 
right above the left knee. They cut his leg 
off at the City-County Hospital at mid
night. 

Jerome Hill , a sort of rookie in th e Bor
der Patrol who had bare ly served his 

six month probation, was killed at the east 
end of Cordoba Island. Hill had raced a 
pair of smugglers from the willows in the 
old rive r bed to a house known to be ha
bitually used by the runn ers and as he ap
proached the back door he was gunned 
down by one of the smugglers who saw 
him approaching. 

This called for retaliation. 
Cordoba Island wasn't an island at all. 

Once upon a time it had been all in Mex
ico and then the Rio Grande on a spring 
rampage had changed its channel and left 
Cordoba high and dry. The old river bed , 
no longer flush with the turgid wate rs of 
the International stream, promptly grew 
up to an extremely dense growth of wil
lows and other brush. And just as rapidly 
the two square miles of what amounted to 
a jutting thumb which protruded into the 
town of El Paso, was taken over by smug
glers. They built a hundred shacks hard 
against the willow boundary. And there 
the contraband to be lifted across the In
ternational line was fetched from neigh
boring Juarez , stored in a shack and 
trundled across once night had fall en. 

There was no chainlink fence , no illu
mination , nothing to slow up nor impede 
the contrabandistas. Usually they had a 

cohort on the U.S. side who had a shack 
quite near the old river bed and it was the 
matter of only minutes to whip the load of 
liquor or marijuana from the Cordoba 
side to the American refuge. Later on a 
car would pull up to the shack and the 
stuff would be stored aboard and wheeled 
the hell outta there. 

This was the situation that had gotten 
Jerome Hill killed . He had a partner-no 
Bord e r Pa trolm an worked a lone-but 
the companion officer was not with Hil l 
when he loped along after the smugglers 
and got a bullet through his heart. 

The BP in those days had one Mex of
fice r, Pedro Torres , and old Pete was sent 
over the river to nose around and find out 
who had killed Officer Hill. In three days 
Torres came back and he had the whole 
scoop . The sm uggler was a hero in con tra
bandista eyes. H e had killed a hated Fed
erale. H e was A lberto Holguin, a regular 
runne r and more than that a pisrolero . H e 
usually signed on with the jefe of the liq
uor smugglers to go along as gun guard. 

After a week , our boy Torres had made 
good progress. He had bribed a sm uggler 
to hire Holguin to guard a load of mari
juana he was go ing to smuggle across Cor
doba Island and into a shack at the foot of 
Piedras Street. There was a trail , more 
properly a dirt road which ran from the 
Mex side of the island directly through its 
center to a shack against the American 
side. Midway, o r thereabouts , there was 
an old windmill. Torres impressed on his 
stooly, a cholo named Bustamante, that 
the smuggler gang must pass on the east 
side of the old mill. This was agreed upon 
and all was set. 

Three of us, Adamson , Dale Evans and 
myself, crossed through the willows, and 
moved in the first darkness of the night to 
a spot within 30 yards of the wi ndmill. 
Cordoba Island had been farmed at one 
time but since it had gotten so hot as a 
smugglers rendezvous the farmers had 
given up. We sat down in a dense stand of 
mesquite and cactus where we had the 
mill and anybody who passed wo uld be 
silhouetted against the lights of Juarez 
town . The gang was supposed to move 
about nine o 'clock. We were in position 
by 7 p.m. 

I had my trusty old Remington Model 
11 autoloader with a Pachmayr magazine 
extension. It held nine rounds altogether. 
Jack Adamson had a 351. Winchester auto 
rifle with 10-shot clip. This was in the days 
before Tommy guns and while the old .45 
submachine gun was in ex istence , th e 
Border Patrol had not been issued the 
gun. Only the Army had them. Dale Ev
ans had another .351 auto and like his co
hort Adamson it he ld a 10-shot clip. A 
second 10-shot magazine was taped to the 
first. All he had to do once he ran dry was 
to swap ends and he was agai n ready for 
business. 

" How we gon na keep from shoo ting 
this stool pigeon ?" Evans asked. I re
plied , " H e ain ' t supposed to be with the 
smugglers. H e is playing like he is the pig 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER ·MARCH / APRIL 1989 



jefe and is waiting in the shack near the 
old river bed ," I explained . It was tire
some waiting and while I didn ' t smoke 
both the older boys did , but I put a taboo 
on the cigs. 

We had sca rcely gotten we ll situated 
when things began to live n up . Six row
dies came up from the Rio Gra nde side 
and went into ambush just beyond the 
mill. This was not according to plan and I 
began to have some grave do ubts about 
our stoolpigeon. " Looks like those bas
tards are waitin ' fo r us," I whispe red to 
the boys. Both nodded . 

By 9 p .m. ten more cholos came up the 
trail. This made 16 in all. We could count 
them against the lights of Juarez and while 
only three had long guns- either rifles or 
shotguns-the others, I fe lt sure, had 
handguns. The las t gang moved down 
fro m the windmill about 30 ya rds and dis
appea red into the mesquite . It was pretty 
obvious we were being set up . So fa r none 
of the coyotes had any loads neither of 
liquor nor yet marijuana. They were in 
place sole ly to run up a good tally o n the 
hated federates. 

I got to my fee t and motio ned to the 
others. We co mmenced a slow and most 
meticulously quiet re trea t. I didn 't mind 
odds of maybe two o r three to one, but 
sixteen cabrones was a bit too much. The 
Border Patrol was licked . Bested . We si
lently slunk back across the Int '! line . 

Ninety days later Holguin was killed 
near the smelter in north El Paso. H ere 
the border was no lo nger the Rio Grande 
but st ruck o ff across the desert toward Ar
izona. He was acting as gun guard fo r a 
band loaded with grass. Bustamante , who 
had do ub lecrossed us , las te d a bo ut a 
month in Juarez and was shot by a gringo. 
The gunman, according to the U .S. Con
sul in Juarez , said he had the report from 
the jefe of the Mexican Aduana . 'Segura
mente era un gringo, " the chief of the Mex 
Customs claimed . 

I had been in the Border Patrol fo r a 
decade and during those same years 

had been a soldie r with the Texas National 
Guard . The 36th In fa ntry Division was 
the Texas outfit and when WW-II got 
cranked up I was de lighted to go to duty. 
There was only one hitch . Brig. Gen. Ju
lian Hatcher, an Ordnance offi ce r, full 
time active regular o ffi cer and Rn enthu
sias tic handgunner who knew something 
of my pistol victo ries , wrote me and asked 
if I would accept a First Lieutenant 's com
mission in Ordnance. I had been an infan
tryman up until then and was a fi rst 
sergeant , but the thought of getting a 
commission neve r left any doubt in my 
mind . I wrote General Hatcher and to ld 
him I would be de lighted. 

Almost before you could say " Ready, 
Aim , Fire" I was on my way to North Af
rica ostensibly to back up the II Army 
Corps which landed around O ran in Al
geria. The French weren' t any too happy 
to see us but we didn 't give a damn . We 
loa de d up a nd comm e nce d a lo ngish 
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Im12ortant 
Notice 

To Recent 
Buyers Of 

Remington 
Model XP-lOO® 

Pistols. 
Remington Arms Model XP-100™ bolt 
action pistols manufactured between 
January L 1987, and October 4, 1988, 
have been withdrawn from sale tem
porarily for correction of trigger assem
bly mechanisms. 

This action was taken because a 
limited number of pistols produced 
during that time period may have an 
improperly installed part in the trigger 
assembly mechanism. Although it is 
unlikely, the affected part could inad
vertently allow the pistol to fire when 
the bolt is closed or when the safety is 
released. 

The company is now undertaking a 
program to identify and recover all 
pistols made and sold during this 
period. As a precaution, Remington 
will, at no charge, correct the affected 
trigger assembly part in all pistols that 
could possibly be involved. 

All Remington customers (whole
salers and dealers) and individual con
sumers are being notified, and it is 
expected that this program will quickly 
identify owners of the affected pistols. 

Please remember, this trigger 
assembly correction program applies 
only to a limited number of Model 
XP-100 pistols and not to any other 
Remington gun models. 

If You Have Purchased A 
Remington Model XP-100 Pistol 

Since January l, 1987, 
Do Not Load It. 

We ask that you call our XP-100 
Correction Program at 

1-800-634-2459 
(In Canada, 1-800-634-5401) 

with the serial number of your pistol. 
From that number we can tell you im
mediately if yours is one of the possibly 
affected pistols, and if it is, how you can 
arrange for free correction of the trig
ger assembly. 

~mington c®DD 
Remington is a trademark registered in the U.S. Patent 
&'.Trademark Office by Remington Arms Company, Inc. 
Model XP-100 is a trademark of Remington Arms Com
pany. Inc .. Wilmington. Del. 19898. 

march toward Tunisia . 
The krauts were falling back slowly 

from the pressure of the British Eighth 
Army and it was pretty obvious they were 
going to wind up in Tunisia . I was part of 
the 14th Ordnance Company and very 
shortly sliced off a 24-man platoon and 
marched up near Medigez el Bab to sup
port the 18th Regimental Combat Team. 
The 18th was part of the 1st Infantry Divi
sion and needed Ordnance support. It was 
a good detail. 

We were a mile or two behind the 18th 
in an olive grove. Shop was set up and 
everybody went to work. I took my favor
ite driver, a rascal named Jenkins , and we 
went off on an extended scout. In no time 
at all we found an Arab and he was herd
ing a gaggle of pigs , about 50-60, and 
these porcine brutes were all as fat as only 
a young shoat can get. 

I hauled forth the Pachmayr .45 Auto 
and with three well placed rounds had as 
many pigs thrashing on the ground. Jen
kins and I threw the carcasses in the jeep 
and set sail for camp. The Arab herder 
stood with his mouth open offering nei
ther complaint nor approbation. 

We had then been eating C-rations for 
three months and the boys hailed the 
fresh pork chops with shouts of delight. In 
about a week the cooks reported that all 
the pork roasts, steaks and chops had 
gone the way of all flesh. 

Back Jenkins and I went to where we 
had found our pigs. They were maybe a 
mile from the first site but we ran them 
down . Out came the .45 M1911 and with 
three well placed shots, each round right 
behind the ear, we were again in pork 
steaks. 

About three days after this trifling epi
sode I got a priority message from the old 
colonel who commanded the 18th Combat 
Team. "Come to my headquarters ," the 
message read , "At once!" I felt pretty 
sure I wasn 't going to be promoted and I 
was just a little queasy about the sum
mons , but I lost no time in reporting to 
the Old Man. He was really a hell of a 
nice old Joe, Corbin by name , and a reg
ular Army officer. 

" You been shootin ' some Frenchman's 
pigs?" he inquired without any prelimi
naries. "Yes sir," I said and looked him 
right in the eye, " my boys needed the 
fresh meat." The Old man smiled and 
shook his finger at me . 

"We've got to get along with these frog
gie bastards ," he admonished. " I think 
maybe you 'd better let up on that one." 
That was the last of our pork chops. 

The American Army found after a few 
months of combat that we had no unit 
within II Army Corps specifically de
signed to go out on the battlefield and re
trieve shot up tanks , mobile artillery, and 
even general purpose vehicles. A provi
sional outfit was organized from bits and 
pieces of both equipment and men and it 
fell to my good lot to be given command 
of this battlefield recovery company. I 
couldn't have been happier if I'd been 
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promoted overnight to general officer 
status! 

I did most of the battlefield reconnais
sance and once I'd found the busted up 
M-3 tanks I'd go back and get my crew 
with wreckers and tank transporters and 
fetch in the bullet-punctured scrap iron. I 
had a freedom of movement which was 
unequalled by any trooper in the whole 
bloody outfit. 

One day an order came down from II 
Corps headquarters to go up to the front 
above Gafsa and fetch back a whole bat
talion of 90mm AA guns. Some jerk had 
set up the AA guns in a pass in the moun
tains and had gotten the battalion too 
close to the kraut 88s and brought the 
force under fire . The anti-aircraft joes had 
taken it on the lam. Ran off and left not 
only their weapons but their transporters 
as well. We were ordered to move up and 
retrieve such of the artillery as was worth 
removal. "The 88 rounds are still coming 
in," the order ended on that cheerful 
note . 

We borrowed generously from the 
other units of II Corps support forces and 
with wreckers and transporters on the 
road we shoved off for the scene of ac
tion. When we got close to the battlefield 
I could see the AA guns in all manner of 
disarray. Some were still attached to their 
transporters , some had been partly set 
down in firing position and there wasn't 
an artillerman anywhere in sight. 

I pulled up at the front of our column 
and motioned the first vehicle, a 10-ton 
wrecker, to follow me. I drove out on the 
battlefield and looked back. The column 
had not moved. I whispered the jeep 
around and went back. 

"What tha' hell is the matter with 
you?" I asked the driver of the big 
wrecker. He was a big sulky bastard and 
his co-driver was hunkered down in the 
seat until I could hardly see him. 

"I ain 't goin' out there ," he told me. 
The 88 rounds were still coming in , but 
not too many. 

I stepped up on the running board of 
the wrecker, unholstered the old Pach
mayr .45 and stuck it in the driver's ear. 
Not gently let me assure you. "You sono
fabitch , I'll give you just three seconds to 
get this vehicle in motion . If you aren't 
under way in that time I am going to kill 
you." 

My bully boy dropped the big wrecker 
in gear and it started to move . 

I waited for the Corps Judge Advocate 
to put me under arrest and try me for 
threatening to kill an enlisted man , but I 
never got his summons. The wrecker 
driver wasn't out of my outfit , he be
longed to another outfit. I never saw him 
again. 

Later on we were bivouaced at the head 
of Kasserine Pass . The krauts had kicked 
hell out of the British together with the 
troops we had with their Eighth Army and 
we were in the top of the Kasserine gath
ering up the pieces. The 1st Sgt. came to 
me and said the boys were complaining 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER •MARCH/APRIL 1989 

The excellent performance of these 
air pistols and the reasonable price 
make them the perfect choice for 
price-conscious shooters. 

The RWS DIANA Model 6G incor
porates the recoilless double piston 
system, and offers match grade ac
curacy. It features a new 
wood match grip, precision 
click micrometer rear sight, 
and two stage adjustable trig
ger. Interchangeable front 
sight is included with the 
RWS DIANA Model 6G, 
(complete set is available 
at extra charge). 

The RWS DIANA 
Model 6GS is the 
same as the Model 
6G minus front 
and rear sights. In 
place of these 
sights is a 1.5 x 
15 pistol 
scope with 
ramp style / 

mount, 
and a 
muzzle 
brake 
barrel 
weight. 

ALL RWS DIANA AIRGUNS ARE PROTECTED 
WITH A FULL LIFETIME WARRANTY. 

Write today, ask for our NEW 1989 
"PRECISION PRODUCTS" Catalog. 
$2. for 1st class, $1. for 3rd class, to: 

DYNAMIT NOBEL - RWS INC. 
105 STONEHURST COURT 

NORTHVALE, NJ 07647-0962 

95 



96 

Custom mounting for most popular 
service pistols and l'ENOlvers. 

Also from ARMSON ... 
• ARMSON O.E.G:- Self-luminous 

binocular sight. 
• Trijicon• Riflescope- Self-luminous 

crosshairs, for magnified any-light 
accuracy. 

• A.C.O.G." -Advanced Combat Optical 
Gunsight 

Call or write for a FREE catalog I 
Dealer inquiries invited 

ARMSeN, INC. 
P.O. Box 2130 

Farmington Hills, Ml 48333 

(313) 553-4960 
1389 

because the Arabs were stealing into 
camp and filching their barracks bags. 
"Put out more guards," I instructed the 
sergeant. This didn ' t seem to help. 

What the kooks would do was to crawl 
into camp, hook a barracks poke over a 
bent arm and then crawl out to the nearest 
brush. After a day or two of scouting the 
situation it became obvious to me that 
these thieves always entered from the side 
and departed from that same flank. The 
bags were heavy and left a considerable 
trail. I took up a position in some heavy 
bush within bare feet of the trail. 

About an hour after darkness had set in 
I heard a pair of the worthies making their 
way through the brush and cactus. Within 
a quarter hour they had returned , out
ward bound. They had gotten to their feet 
by the time they reached my hideout and 
had the barracks bags over a shoulder. 

I stepped out in the trail at a distance of 
maybe six feet and killed them both with 
a single shot each. The old Pachmayr .45 
was working that eve . 

The guard shouted for the corporal of 
the guard and that worthy turned out his 
reserve and they came slowly and cau
tiously into the area. They found the two 
dead Bedouins, complete with barracks 
pokes , but no indication as to how they 
had met their untimely end. As long as we 
remained in that bivouac there was no 
more pilfering. 

The African War was over finally and 
Rommel , who had fought so skillfully, had 
been evacuated to the Reich and his peo
ple were all surrendered. They were in
structed to move all their wheeled 
vehicles into a gigantic holding area about 
30 miles south of Bizerte. This they did 
and there must have been no less than 
30,000 vehicles. I had to go have a look . 

The kraut command car, a most practi
cal little vehicle , was held separately from 
the troop carriers , tank transporters and 
buses. I had some designs on this com
mand car and went to inspect the long 
line . I was immediately struck by the fact 
that a single Rommel stalwart was moving 
from one car to the next and after he 
raised the hood he would systematically 
beat the distributor to flinders with a big 
ballpeen hammer he carried. I did not 
much like this. 

I walked up behind this big Hun , 
whipped out the old Pachmayr .45 and put 
one of the 230 grain slugs through his kid
neys . He screamed like a banshee and 
others soldaten in the vicinity came rush
ing to his aid. I stuck around the rest of 
the afternoon but I never saw any more 
pillage of the captured fleet. 

We had leaped the Rhine and were on 
the high road to Berlin , or so we 

thought. There was still a good deal of 
hard fighting and one fine day we entered 
the small hamlet of Esch. Now I was one 
of the best pillagers in the U.S . Army and 
I was continually on the lookout for a 
good Merkel over/under scattergun . In 
Esch I saw a most promising villa and I 
stalked inside , leaving my jeep and driver 
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waiting in the street. I searched all the 
rooms and it was obvious this house had 
been pretty thoroughly looted. Whether 
by our people or the retreating krauts , I 
don' t know. 

I moved down in the basement and 
about that time I heard light footsteps 
above me . I did not think it was my driver 
so I tiptoed up the stairs , went to the back 
door and there stood a Wehrmachter in 
full combat gear, rifle in his hands and a 
light pack on his back . I broke the door 
open a crack and challenged him , " Drop 
your rifle and put up your hands ." 
Whether he understood English or not 
was beside the point. He whirled on the 
door, his rifle held hip-high and turned 
loose a quick shot. 

I shot him full in the chest from 30 feet 
with the pistol. It did not drop the man, 
indeed it scarcely staggered him. He 
turned to run and I put a second round 
into his back , the bullet penetrating the 
light pack on his back. That folded him. 
He wasn 't dead so I called out for my 
driver and we loaded him-he was a big 
kraut-on the hood of the jeep and trun
dled him back to the first of our aid sta
tions. I kept the Mauser. 

Later on , and this time in Bad Wildun
gen , we had gotten up with our first ele
ments and there were Germans all around 
us. The krauts were in full retreat and we 
were sure they would soon give up Bad 
Wildungen but this time they did not. My 
driver and I ducked into an old bakery 
and when it got too hot we skated down 
through a conduit and wound up in what 
appeared to be an old storage warehouse. 
The firing was heavy outside. 

The first thing I knew a kraut soldier 
moved in off the alley and commenced to 
nose around among the packing boxes. It 
appealed to me that he was probably a 
deserter and was looking for a place to 
hide. Stay doggo until the Ameis arrived 
and then surrender. He got too close to 
Papalexiou and myself and I raised up 
above a big packing case and shot him in 
the throat . 

I had deliberately shot him just below 
the chin so he would make no outcry. This 
joker was packing an old Schmeisser MP 
41 with the wooden stock . My driver 
pulled the body behind some packing 
cases and covered it over with dunnage. I 
picked up the Schmeisser and , noting the 
magazine was stuffed to the hilt , I kept it 
beside me. 

We reached Kassel and orders were not 
to advance any further. The Ruskies were 
coming. In brief months we were ordered 
stateside and told to prepare for the Pa
cific. The Big Bomb put the kibosh on 
those plans. 

The war had been , so far as I was con
cerned , really good fun. I had given the 
.45 M1911 a thorough wringing out and 
it had performed most satisfactorily. A 
while later I had it in Vietnam and again 
it had done outstanding service. To this 
day the pistol is never ..... 
out of reach . ~ 
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DUNK-KIT 
THE FAST, EASY WAY TO 

CLEAN YOlJR GlJN!! 

Dunk-Kit cleans out malfunction causing c1ud 
and foul ing. 

Dunk-Kil cleans, lubricates and displaces 
moisture a ll in one easy operation. 
Dunk-Kit is reusable and should last for 
years. 

Dunk-Kit loosens light leading allowing ii to 
be brushed out of bores. 
Dunk-Kit is also ideal for cleaning and 
protecting small parts. reels, cycle chains 
or almost anything. 

Dunk-Kil is available in Jf, gal.. 1% gal. and 
large 4 gal. sizes. 
Ounce for ounce, Dunk-Kit is the least 
expensive cleaner on the market. 

$3395 ~ ;-r.i ONLY ppd. ln the cont USA. 

~ ~ f V4 gal. size i~~0uS:s ~~11v~~~~0°0~~r~~ 
Send $3 [S6 outside U.SA) tor more lntormotion on Ounk·K1t and a 
complete catalog or custom handgun modifications and ports. 

I 
CYLINDER & SLIDE SHOP, INC. 
P.O. Box 937 
Fremont, NE 68025 
Ph. (402) 721-4277 

SAVE 403 
ON FACTORY FRESH 
NAME BRAND CIGARS 
Now ... enjoy savings up to 40% and 
more, plus the rich-tasting smoking 
pleasure of Cuban seed and other fine 
Central and South American tobaccos. 
Over 300 different blends, shapes and 
sizes, for every taste in our great new 
catalog. 

THOMPSON CIGAR CO. 
5401 Hangar Ct., Box 30303 
Tampa, FL 33630 

PLEASE PRINT 

I Name _____________ _ 

I Street -------~Pt No. __ _ 

I c· s . I L.::: _ - _'..a::__ - ~-== _J 
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TIC PUTS 
MORE "HUNT" 

IN A 
HANDGUN 

• Squirrels 
•Varmints 
• Whitetails 
• Cottontails 

CALIBER 
OFFERING 
INCLUDES 
.410/3" SHOTSHELL 
If you've never tumbled a running cottontail , 
limited out on grey sq uirrels or hit a woodchuck 
at over 100 yards with a handgun, then you 're 
miss ing the most of it. Only Contender offers 19 
different cartridge variations to complete the handgun 
hunting experience. 

Wuu T odruj 
For our free 52 page catalog. See why the 
Contender Pistol leads the pack in hunt
ing and Silhouette. 

THOMPSON/CENTER ARMS 
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.445 SUPERMAG 
Continued from page 52 

into regular production. 
Loading the .445 brass for the first time , 

I followed my normal procedure of full 
length resizing all brass , in this case with 
the Redding carbide full length resizing 
die , Brass came out with a nice burnished 
look , ready to be neck expanded , primed 
and loaded. That first batch of brass was 
fired , and after being tumbled clean, I 
started to full length resize the .445's 
again. 

Trouble. The Redding die raised a very 
sharp belt at the bottom of the brass. As 
the brass was being resized , brass was 
seemingly being pushed ahead of the tight 
carbide sizer and winding up as a ridge 
that prevented the sized brass from enter
ing the chamber of the Dan Wesson .445. 

My first thought was that the die had 
just been made too tight , so I went to 
some .44 Magnum dies I had on hand. 
The same thing happened with both Red
ding and RCBS .44 Magnum carbide siz
ing dies. Now what? 

I had a batch of fired brass and could 
not resize , which meant that they could 
not be reloaded. Rescue came in the form 
of my old set of standard RCBS .44 Mag
num dies . I did not relish the idea of hav
ing to lube all the cases , but the .445 brass 
was rolled on the lube pad , run through a 
20-year-old .44 Magnum sizing die and 
the cases dropped easily into the cham
bers of the .445 . 

The mystery was solved when it was 
learned that Dan Wesson, rather than 
slow down the project by waiting for the 
.445 reamers , had chambered the proto
type .445 with standard .44 Magnum 
reamers that were simply moved deeper 
into the chambers. The result was a cham
ber that was just enough oversize at the 
back end to allow the tight .445 SuperMag 
dies to push excess brass ahead of the car
bide sizing ring . 

This problem has also been taken care 
of and ail the cylinders of the .445 
SuperMag are now being cut with the .445 
reamers and the cylinder on my test gun is 
going to be replaced by Dan Wesson . I 
can 't really fault Dan Wesson on this one. 
Most new guns are announced and then it 
is months , even years, before anyone sees 
one. Dan Wesson just tried to do every
thing to speed up the process as much as 
possible and get the guns into the hands 
of the writers and testers so all problems 
could be taken care of before the regular 
production began. 

T he .445 SuperMag is a high pressure 
cartridge and will allow higher muz

zle velocities than most .44 Magnum bul
lets are designed for. I stayed with the 
silhouette type .44 Magnum full metal 
jacketed bullet and even at this , one of 
the bullets tested did shed at least part of 

u 
EXTENDED SAFETY 
Positive salety operation with no more 
"fumbles" Rounded comers eliminate 
snagging on hols!ers ot clothing Simple 
installation 

COMBAT MAGAZINE 
RELEASE 

'36" 

Sculptured magazine release will not 
snag or release accidentally Designed 
tor Browning Hi-Power and Colt autos 

Easy to mstaU, JUSI dnn and tap one 

""' ' 21 " 

AMBIDEXTROUS COMBAT 
SAFETY 
Now nght or left hand safety operal!On 
for the Hi-Power Exclusive design will 
positively !it and work Prac11ca!ly 
mdestructaole and guaranteed against 
t>reakaga 

Reduces lelt tngger puM tor better 
control ExcluSNe design 1s better than 
a tngger shoe Wlll not snag holster on 
draw or insertton. Simple instal!a11on, 
also ehmmates magazine safety 

'3615 

(ll"IS"°lle!JOn••._atlll!Of SIO I ~~~;:;___....!:=:.::.i 

EXTENDED SLIDE RELEASE 
Release shde without shitting gnp, 
speeds reloading when you "run dry" 
Specialty designed !Of the H1·Powe1 
simply replaces standard release 

'49" 

PLEASE NOTE ... 

COMMANDER STYLE 
HAMMER 
Combmes the best teatu1es ot all past 
and presen1 Browmng hammers WI a 
tuny machined. heat treated hammer 
Short spur de51gn w1H not bite web of 
hand and is less prone to snag Whef'I 
mstallect with our spring kit. wtM reduce 
tngger pull Must be rittect by a 
competent gunsmith 

STAINLESS STEEL 
MAGAZINE 

'41 " 

Genume stainless steel magazme v.1th 
teed hps custom reshaped to !eect 

""""'" '34" 

All prices are for blued parts, stainless f1msh Is available at $10 e1C1ra per par1 

H1 Powers ~uaranteed to feed ill! types of factory amrno including 
hollow points and Silver tips Please call for details 

Extensive combat modif ications are available ! Please 
send $3 (S6 outside USA) for our complete catalog . 

TO ORDER 
Send Money Order or Cashier's Check only MasterCardN1sa orders welcomed 
please supply complete card information 1nclud1ng e~pirat1on date Sorry, no COO 
orders Phone orders accepted !or credit cards only All orders please add S2 50 
tor UPS In 1he continental US Alaska, Hawaii and Canada, please add S6 00 per 
Older Please furnish siree1 address for delivery 

I 
CYLINDER & SLIDE SHOP, INC. 
P.O. Box 937 
Fremont, NE 68025 
Ph,: (402) 721-4277 

THE LEATHER ARSENAL 

27549 Middleton Rd. 
Dept. AHMA 

Mtddleton, ID 83644 
(208) 585·6212 

ATIENTION 3 GUN MATCH SHOOTERS 
COMPETITION SHOTGUN SHELL CARRIERS 

D 4122 B 4 pack 
Shells are security supported in a high rise position for 
quick draws. 
Designed for the shooter who likes to draw and load 
2 shells at a time. Provides fast extra ammo. 
Massad Ayoob on Leather Arsenal products: 
" The custom gunleather produced by Elmer McEvoy at 
Leather Arsenal Is second to none! - Massad Ayoob 

Send $2.00 for a catalog of fu ll line. 
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IT'S BACK! 
rh<- Orlglnal 

Dirty Harry® 
Shoulder Holster 

For ALL 
HANDGUNS 

'Marauder'tm 
Black Model 

w Black 
Holds The Rights to this Suede Lining 

WORLD CLASS HOLSTER 
WORN BY SHOOTERS IN OVER 21 COUNTRIES 

• HOLSTER & HARNE SS made Entirely O f TOP
GRAI N LEATHER NO ELA STI C NO Sp lit 
Cowhide IS used N O ST RAP S VISIBLE 
ACROSS CHEST 

• H OLS TER Is Made From EX TRA HEAVY 
HAN D SELECTED T EXAS SADDLE LEATH ER 

• HOLSTER Is Lined Wi th GENU INE SUEDE 

•This Is THE ORIGINAL- Recommended As 
The "Best" By More Gun Writers Than Any Other 
Holster in The World 
•PRICES: 6-1 / 2" barrels or under $89.95 

7-1 / 2". 8" or 8-3/ 8 " barrels $99.95 
10; 10Y2" or 10¥1 " barrels $109.95 

/Lett Hand Models-NO EXTRA CHARGE) 
COLOR CATALOG $3.00. Please add 5% to total of order !or shipping & ins. 
in Cont. U.S.-ALASKA. HI. APO- Add t0%-FOREIGN- Add 20% . 
DEALERS- Send $3.00 & F.F.L. lor Catalog 

Credit Card Orders (512) 697-8900. 
Send check M.O. VISA or M.C. to: 

CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 
P.O. Box 100724 Dept. AH-3 , San Antonio, TX 78201 

BEWARE OF CHEAP IMITATIONS 

CALIFORNIA GRIP 
A BETTER MOUNT FOR BETTER SHOOTERS 

• CAL GRIPS FITS S&W MODEL 
52 AND 39 & 59 SERIES 

$75.00 

NEW • 1 INCH RING TOP PLATE 
FOR AIMPOINT 2000 & ARMSON OEG 
NO RINGS TO BUY $15 EXTRA . 

• CAL GRIP FITS 1911 COLT 45 
AU TO FRAMES 
HIGH OR LOW MOUNT 

$75.00 

• S&W MODEL 41 
TOP RAIL MOUNT 
LONG OR SHORT BBL 

$45.00 
RAIL COVERS FRONT 
AND REAR SIGHTS 

• HIGH STANDARD VICTOR 
TOP RAIL MOUNT 

$45.00 

NEW * CAL GRIP FITS 
RUGER MK I & II 
FITS NEWER SLIDE 
RELEASE MODELS 

$75.00 ' 
NEW 0 BROWNING HI POWER'-£; 
NEW*S&W645 

its jacket and leave it deposited on the 
back of the barrel. Care should be taken 
in bullet selection for high velocities. 

For silhouette loads-that is , muzzle 
velocities from 1400-1600 fps-any of the 
excellent .44 Magnum bullets from Hor
nady , Sierra and Speer should do the job. 
But higher velocities and higher pressures 
demand bullets with heavier jackets . 

Heavy jacketed bullets for .44 calibers 
are just starting to appear with .44 bullets 
with .032" jackets available from Freedom 
Arms (P.O. Box 150, Dept AH , Free
dom, WY 83120). These bullets are avail
able in a 240 grain hollow point , and both 
a 260 grain and 300 grain fiat point. These 
bullets should be just the ticket for full 
house loads in the .445. Sierra also has a 
new experimental 300 grain jacketed soft 
point bullet and this bullet was used as 
part of the testing for the .445 SuperMag. 
It proved to give excellent accuracy at 
high velocities , and for 300 grain jacketed 
bullets we are talking velocities from 
1300-1500 fps. 

Reloading for the .445 SuperMag, ex
cept for the problem that developed with 
the oversize fired brass and tight carbide 
sizing die , is as normal as loading any of 
the straight-walled pistol cartridges. Since 
there is very little loading information ex
cept that being generated by the writers 
and since no pressure data has been pub
lished , I stayed with the conventional 
powders: H4227, WW680, and HllO. 

Winchester 296 can be substituted for 
Hl10 , and I may try #2400 in the future 
but as it is faster burning than the powders 
used , I will move forward with it very 
carefully. A new powder that has given 
excellent results in some other cartridges 
tested is Accurate Arms# 1680. Prelimi
nary tests with this powder results in both 
lower pressures and less muzzle flash than 
other powders for the same comparable 
velocities plus it is very clean burning. 
Should be a good powder for the .445 
SuperMag. 

After firing more than 800 rounds 
through the .445 SuperMag, my prefer
ence is for 220 to 260 grain bullets and 
H4227 or WW680 for silhouetting and 300 
grain bullets and the same WW680 plus 
H110 and WW296 for full-house hunting 
loads. 

A project such as this one-testing 
both a new revolver and a new car
tridge-is especially interesting as one 
really does not know what to expect. It is 
really fly-by-the-seat-of-the-pants reload
ing and a matter of using past experience 
to come up with starting loads. Consider
ing this fact , the .445 SuperMag, both gun 
and cartridge , came out looking excep
tionally good. 

A total of 83 different loads were tried , 
49 with jacketed bullets and 34 with cast 
bullets. To save time and get in as many 
different loads as possible , groups were 
shot with three rounds instead of the con
ventional five or six. Shooting three 
rounds of two different loads and using all 
six chambers gave me two 3/411 groups so 
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The 
Gold 

Standard 
If you have been mining for 
gold in a pistol powder, pan 
some Accurate No. 2. Ac
curate is setting a new gold 
standard for reloading pistol 
cartridges. It's even labeled in 
gold, so dig around your deal
er's shelf before the Gold 
Rush begins. And while 
you're there, look for the full 
line of Accurate powders: 
No. 5, No. 7, 
No. 9, 1680, 
2230, 2460, 
2520, 3100, 

and 8700. \ 1 

®\ I I~\ 

Israel • 
Military 

Industries 

~ Accurate Arms 
~ Company, Inc. 
~ P.O . Box AH 3 Q McEwen, Tennessee 37101 
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Complete\ Rig 
as __ 

Pictured ., 

$79.95 

SEND ONE , , 

FOR ! · . • """ "- '" 
DOLLAR IA ' 

BROCHURE :,;:.::_,, 
k 

TllllO f'9 aorw'1'S 

come w1rn ••cri 
como;e19 r19 
rfl91f u le oJ 

"""""" 
THE LIFELINE® 

SH0'6LDER RIG 

A ne.v addrt1on has 
been added to our line 
of quality holsters. 
De~gned onginally tor 
Sonny Crockett of the 
hit series " Miam i 
Vice." This ng is made 
from top grain coo
h 1de with metal hard
ware. All holsters and 
pouches are hand 
molded fo r a pertect 
fit. All connections 
swiwl for a comfor- , 

SIDE VIEW table continuous ~ar. SIDE VIEW 
Shoulder harness is completely adjustable. These holsters and ac
cessones are uniquely designed to provide maximum speed and cam
ion. This along with the quality of matenal and craftmanship l<JU nave 
come to expect from our company has made us one of the fastest grtM'
mg holster companies in the United States. We have receiwd an owr
whelm1ng response from police depanments who are currently using 

l~i~ r:~l~~:~~d ~~j~~~1~~~~n;~Ji~;n~\,;~1i~r ~;~o~~~~ ~1is~
1

~~d~~;h~:~s 
check or money oroer. Masterca rd . Visa and Amencan EKpress cards are accepted 
with card number ana eKp1ra11on dale Phone orders are welcomed no C.0.D.s 

Ted Blocker's Custom Holsters 
409 West Bonita Avenue • San Dimas, California 91773 

(714) 599-4415 

COR-BON® 
Super Penetrator 

Ammunition and Bullets 
for large and 
dangerous 

game 

New Loaded Ammo 
44 Mag 305 gr. 

454 Casull 320 gr. and 360 gr. 
$18.95/18 Rnd Wallet Pak 
$49.95/50 Rnd Plastic Box 

,,..._
8

.,,1'' Desert Eagle Load 
" 44 Mag 305 gr. 

100 

Buy direct or see your Dealer 
Call or write Peter Pi 

COR-BON® 
P.O. BOX 10126 

Detroit, Ml 48210 
(313) 894-2373 

there was no worry about getting unreli
able results because of one chamber that 
shoots to a different point of impact than 
the others. I have more than one sixgun 
that does this and that chamber has been 
identified and always rides empty. 

Of the 49 jacketed bullet loads , 45 went 
under two inches , 32 went 11/z'' or less , 18 
shot into 1 W' or less and three got down 
below the magical one-inch mark. These 
are excellent results especially when one 
considers that at no time was the barrel 
allowed to be conditioned to a particular 
load and loads were fired one right after 
the other in rapid sequence . All were fired 
with the ten inch barrel and from a leather 
padded sandbag rest. 

Switching to cast bullets , accuracy was 
even better. Of 34 loads tried, 26 went 
two-inches or or less , 16 shot into 11/z'' or 
less , 12 tightened up to 1 W' or less , nine 
went one-inch or less , and five cast bullet 
loads shot into %" or less. Again , loads 
were fired for groups in rapid succession 
without allowing the barrel to become 
conditioned to any particular load . The 
only concession made was that all jack
eted bullets were fired together and all 
cast bullets likewise _ 

Like the Dan Wesson .44 Magnum 
tested in a previous article in American 
Handgunner, the .445 SuperMag gave 
better accuracy with gas checked bullets 
than with plain base bullets. In the .445 
SuperMag, I suspect that this is a function 
of velocity rather than a particular barrel. 
I have found the same thing to be true 
with the .454 CasulL Many plain based 
cast bullets pushed much over 1500-1600 
fps will result in unacceptable accuracy. 

The 260 grain SAECO silhouette bullet 
with a gas check shot extremely well with 
groups going into less than one-inch using 
either 37 .0, 38.0 or 39 .0 grains of WW680' 
for muzzle velocities of 1515 to 1577 fps. 
But even with this bullet , when the chro
nographed loads hit 1600 fps , accuracy 
dropped off significantly. The same thing 
happened using this bullet with some 
loads of H4227, so at this point at least , I 
would assume that this silhouette bullet 
would perform best when muzzle veloci
ties are held under 1600 fps. 

The accompanying loading table gives 
all 83 loads and their accuracy, but for the 
reader 's convenience the sub-one-inch 
loads are listed separately. It is my con
tention that any well-made revolver 
should shoot into one-inch or less at 25 
yards within a reasonable number of fac
tory or handloads being tried. 

These accuracy results are particularly 
gratifying as a great selling point of the 
.445 SuperMag will be its versatility. Jt 
will double as a silhouette revolver and 
also as a primary hunting gun_ Both 
chores should be performed admirably 
because , even with my limited testing , the 
Dan Wesson .445 will shoot 220, 240 , and 
300 grain jacketed bullets as well as 260, 
295 , and 300 grain cast bullets all with 
acorn-picking accuracy. 

Continued on page 102 

This 

BRASS 
CATCHER 

attaches to 
your hand . . . 
not your gun. 

It works! 

Catch ejected casings 
from automatic handguns 
with the CATCH-ALL brass catcher. 
• saves time & money-eliminates 

searching for lost or scattered brass 
• adjustable strap attaches to right 

hand, allows flexibility 
• no weapon alteration necessary 
• will not obstruct sight picture 
• 2 1!. oz. total wt., space-age plastic 

CATCH-ALL s249s 
ppd . 

patent ap plied fo r USA 

Place your order today! 
Call Department 206 TOLL FREE 
1-800-824-6853 or (503) 686-9844 in 

Oregon . Visa and MasterCard accepted. 

No Rislc 30-Day Moneyback Guarantee 

Catch-All Products. Dept. 206 
P.O. Box 2522. Eugene. OR 97402 

BOX 187 
* IDAHO CITY, IDAHO 83631 * 

(208) 392-6695 

HANDCRAFTED HOLSTERS 
AND BELTS FOR SERIOUS 
HANDGUNNERS, 
FEATURING PRACTICAL 
DESIGNS FOR 
COMPETITION AND 
CONCEALMENT. 

SEND $2.00 FOR OUR 
BROCHURE. 
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.----------------
NEW HI-TECH 
COMBAT HAMMER 

IMPROVE YOUR PERFORMANCE WITH 
THE BAT. ULTRA-MATCH HAMMER 
FOR COLT 1911 TYPE PISTOLS. 

OFFERS COLT GOLD CUP NATIONAL MATCH DIMEN
SIONS PERMITTING BETTER RESULTS WITH CUSTOM 
TRIGGER JOBS. NARROWED SIDES AVOIDING RUB 
MARKS ON EXPOSED SIDES. 
NEW CUSTOM SLOTTED GRIP HOLE DESIGN GIVING 
UNIQUE APPEARANCE TO YOUR CUSTOM PISTOL. 
$28.95 FREE SHIPPING (Continental U.S.) 

DEALERS INQUIRES WELCOMED: 
BETTER ACCURACY TECHNOLOGIES. CORP. 

P.O. BOX 55-8266 • MIAMI, FLORIDA 33255-8266 
(305) 688-0262 

----------------
METAL 

FINISHING PRODUCTS 
Buffers, Belt Grinders, Band 

Saws, Buffs. Compounds , Abrasive 
Belts , Micarta. Exotic Woods, Books , 

Blades , Rivets , Pinning Materials , Bar 
Stock , K & G Bluing Salts , Ivory . 440C 

and Turkish Damascus . 

P.O. 8ox-13522 
Arlington. TX 76013 
Phone 817/274-1282 

KNIFE & GUN 
FINISHING SUPPLIES 

The Old Timer 
from Kirkpatrick 

Go back in time and relive history of the long 
cattledrives and gunfights of the 1800's. 

When ordering 
by mail: 
Specify waist 
me. gun 
make. bbl. 
length & 
caliber. 
Texas 
residents add 
Sales Tax. 

Belt double ply 
leather . nylon 
stitched, with 24 
bullet loops. 
Holster hand
creased . has leg 
and hammer tie 

1 downs. 100% 
American made 

HANDGUN HUNTING 
Continued from page 21 

started in handgun hunting . 
However , the experienced handgun 

hunter will still enjoy it- I know I did! A 
great deal of space is devoted to equip
ment in addition to how, what , when and 
where to handgun hunt. Johnston covers 
handloading , sights , the history of hand
gun hunting , attitudes of hunting guides 
to handgunners and a variety of provoca
tive topics . In short, this is one that I'm 
not the least reluctant to recommend. 

If you recall the Handgun Hunters In
ternational limited edition Contender in 
the new wildcat caliber .338 Wood
swalker, you ' ll be interested to learn that 
Dennis Lawrence was the first to take an 
animal with the cartridge. He took a nice 
Barbadow ram at about 80 yards with a 
210 grain Nolser bullet at about 2,400 fps. 
Conversely , I've carried the .338 Wood
swalker around a bit and never shot any
thing . Some guys have all the luck! 

Good news , bad news- conditions in 
Africa seem to be deteriorating with in
creased poaching, higher prices and less 
game, but South Africa seems a pleasant 
surprise as an exception. South African 
safari hunting seems to be getting better 
and better all the time. If hunting in Af
rica is one of your dreams , wake up and 
do something about it 'cause it ain 't gonna 
be around forever. It's getting more and 
more expensive- some outfitters sting 
you for $1000 per day- and it 's harder 
and harder to find a quality hunt. 

I have a line on a reputable safari firm 
called Handgunners Africa and a few 
other possibilities and I'll probably get to
gether a specially discounted " group 
rate" for the summer of 1989. If you're 
seriously interested (i.e., ready , willing 
and able to put down a deposit) and are 
prepared to spend in the neighborhood of 
$7 ,500 for a safari, air tickets , hotels and 
everything, then d~op me a line at Hand
gun Hunters International P.O. Box 357 
Mag, Bloomingdale , OH 43910 (or call 
614-264-0176). You'll be joining a group 
of fellow handgun hunters for an abso
lutely first-rate safari with considerable 
savings for " buying in quantity. " 

I have not personally hunted with 
Handgunners Africa but the US agent is 
none other than the editor of this maga
zine and I know I can trust him. He's 
hunted there three times. The record 
there is outstanding with the SCI World 
Record leopard taken on its hunting 
lands , several handgun category world 
records taken there and a slew of other 
fine trophies. 

I've got to get this firmed up soon , so if 
you' re interested give me a call. Particu
larly for the first time African hunter , this 
is a great ~ 

opportunity. °"' 
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Ed Brown Custom Accessories 
YOUR CHOICE 

$29.95 

Maxi-wen Crip Safetvs 
PATENT PENDING 

Dealer Inquiries Welcome 
SEND $1.00 FOR CATALOG 

ROUTE 2, BOX 2922 • PERRY, MISSOURI 63462 

• 

PHONE 1314) S65-3261 I I 
VISA 

Member American Pistolsmitns Guild -

ATLUTA 
DllCOUllT 

AMMO 
Send for Free Catalog 

P.O. Box 627, Dept - 0 •Norcross, GA 
30091 • (404) 446-2429 

TYLER'S "T" GRIP 
BElTER SHOOTI NG ......... . 
wi th this im proved 
cost Alum inu m G rip 
A DAPTOR. For Co lt, 
S & W and Ruger D.A . 
Revolvers. DURABLE, PRAC. 
TI CAL- EASY TO INSTALL. 
THREE ATTRACT IVE FINISH COLORS . 
POLISHED or BLACK $7.00; GOLD $7.50 

TYLER'S TRIGGER SHOE 
Durable light weight cas t aluminum for Colts, S & W 
Ruger and o the r modern p istols. r ifles and shotguns. 
POLISHED or BLACK $5.50; GOLD FINISH $6.00 

AT YO UR FA VORITE DEALER OR ORDER DIRECT. Send 
moke & mode l of gun . No C.O.D.'s please . Add $1.00 
for Shipp ing Cha rges. Fu lly Guaranteed. Genuine 
Stag-Wood & Synthetic Gun Grips & Accessories . 
Hand-made Leather Holsters & Belts. 

New! IVOREX® GUN GRIPS 
MELVIN TYLER MFG. AND DIST. 

1326 w. Britton Rd . • Oklahoma City, Okla . 73114 
Call toll free 800-654-8415 Ou_tside Oklahoma 

JIM HOAG 
CUSTOM PISTOLSMITH 
8523 CANOGA AVE. UNIT C 

CANOGA PARK, CA 91304 
(818) 998-1510 

-~· 
• GUN SAFES 
• HOME SAFES 
• FIRE SAFES 
• GOLDENROD 

DEHUMIDIFIERS 

GUARANTEED 
LOWEST PRICE! 

1-800-222-7233 
A.G. ENGLISH, INC. 

708 S. 12th St. 
Broken Arrow, Ok. 74012 

OK (918) 251-33_99 
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INTERNATIONAL SHOOTISTS INC. 

"LIFE WITHOUT FEAR" ~ 

' 1 ··~ Stu· utt-tN~t 

191.• -_ :t· 
'f ,J 

"LIFE WITHOUT FEAR" 

,, 
MIKI DALTO N ind MIC KlV fO WUA 

$10.95 
Soft Cover 

$16.95 
Hard Cover 

$24.95Hard. 
Autographed 
and Numbered 

World champion handgun shooters Mickey 
Fowler and Mike Dalton teach you how and 

when to shoot. Enhance your ability to 
survive. Areas covered: safety • marksmanship 

tactics • legal • women • technique • crime 
guns and equipment. ammunition .150 photos. 

t;j•i DRY-FIRE KITS till 
PRACTICE AT HOME 

IMPROVE YOUR SKILLS-$3.95 
Add $2.00 per book or $1 .00 per ki t. Money order, 

Visa and MasterCard shipped immediately. 
Personal checks allow 3 weeks for delivery. 

CA residents add 6 Y2% sales tax. 

CLASSES FORMING 
Courses in both self·defense or competi tion are 

avai lable. These international experts and Combat 
Masters will teach you to fire fast controlled shots, 

with the mental conditioning to obtain pin-point 
accuracy, and fulfill your personal goals! 

Send $2.00 for complete 12 page 
Brochure and Information Packet to: 

"""""'". '"""" "'· 
DEPARTMENT A.H. 

P.O. BOX 5254 MISSION HILLS, CA 91345 

...•................................... 

COMPETITION 
SHOTGUNS 

& 
RIFLES 

Building the ultimate 
in dependable firepower! 

Tank's Rifle Shop 
offers the best in 
competition proven 
conversions of: 
• REMINGTON 11-87 
• REMINGTON 1100 
• REMINGTON 870 
• H & K BENELL/ 
• M14/M1A RIFLE 
• AR-15 
• For more info rm ati on, send $3 
fo r our i llust rated catalog . 

·~ RIFLE SHOP 
Jon Tank, Owner 

~ P.O. Box 474 
Fremont, NE 68025 
Ph: (402) 727·1317 

l',IQ,~ 
M·F 9:30 AM - 4 00 PM CST 

• 

..•.................................... 
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Continued from page 100 

That is a lot of solid performance from 
one revolver. 

I have revolvers, including other Dan 
Wessons , that shoot cast bullets but not 
jacketed , and vice-versa; I also have re
volvers that shoot either heavy bullets or 
regular bullets well , but not both . The 
Dan Wesson .445 handles all four types of 
bullets, jacketed, cast , regular weight , 
heavy weight . 

Before receiving the .445 SuperMag for 
testing, my two biggest concerns were ac
curacy and recoil. In the accuracy depart
ment , the concern was whether or not the 
large capacity of the .445 brass could be 
used with less than full house loads
more specifically, silhouette loads. Re
coil , no matter how seasoned the shooter, 
can become a real problem with the 40 , 
60 , or 80 round silhouette matches . 

With regular .44 Magnum revolvers in 
the three pound weight range, I normally 
prefer loads not over 1300 fps with 240-
250 grain bullets for silhouetting. With the 
th e four pound we ight o f th e .445 
SuperMag, it seems to me that I can go to 
1500-1600 fps with the same bullets and 
not experience any more felt recoil. The 
.445 SuperMag delivered bullets at this 
velocity with excellent accuracy. 

As a hunting handgun , I expect the .445 
to be at its best with bullets in the 300 
grain range and the .445 delivered excel
lent accuracy with both cast and jacketed 
bullets in this weight range. Recoil , while 
heavy, is not going to hurt anyone espe
cially with the well designed Dan Wesson 
factory stocks. I fired a minimum of 200 
rounds each test session with no soreness 
in my shooting hand . 

A few cautions are in order. Number 
one: ALL LOADS LISTED ARE TEST 
LOADS AND NOT NECESSARILY 
RECOMMENDED. Both the Dan Wes
son .445 SuperMag revolver and the .445 
cartridge are brand new. More time and 
more rounds fired are both needed before 
"standard" loads start to evolve . 

Number two: DO NOT EVEN THINK 
ABOUT TRYING TO MAKE THE .445 
SUPERMAG INTO A .454 CASULL. 
They are completely di fferent revolvers 
and just the fact that the .454 has a 
five shot cylinder and the .445 has a six 
shot cylinder should make a thinking 
shooter realize that they cannot be 
treated the same. The .445 SuperMag 
fits directly in between the .44 Magnum 
and the .454 Casull. I'm ~ 

satisfied with that . °' 

H 1!.~.c~22~45~t~i~~~ 
Coll 17, S&W 25 and S&W 55 revolvers . 
Allows storage in ammo belts & std. boxes. 
Reusable indefinitely. For a FREE sample. 
send a self· addressed. stamped enveiope. 
(We now make lull·moon clips .) 
Clip Prices: 25 for $4.99; 50 lor $8.99 ppd. 

RANCH PRODUCTS. RO . Box l ~S. Malinta, OHKJ ~ J SJS 

FREE 
CATALOG 

Model 35P 

- \\ 

features you want . .. 
• BUILT· IN PRINTER 
·REPLAY AND EDIT 
• LARGE SKYSCREENS 
·LARGE DISPLAY 

reliability you expect . . . 
· CLINT PROOF '" SKYSCREENS 
• EXCLU SIVE PROOF CHANNEL 
• CHOSEN BY THE PROFESSIONALS 

FO R OVER TWENTY YEARS 

low prices!!! 
• Systems priced at $ 155. $ 195 . and $345 

OEHLER RESEARCH. INC. 
P.O. Box 9135 ·AUSTIN, TX. 78766 

Phone 800/531 ·5125 or 512/327·6900 

Send For Free 1988 
Reloading 
Catalog! 
Redding now 
manufactures 

E ·'M·• 
products. 

c1.iior ' 
write Nofll· 

f!EDDINGI 
RELOADING EOl.FMENT 

1089 Starr Rd., Cortland, N.Y. 13045 
Phone 607n53·3331 

BIG 

1989 - ...... HA .. R ... D T ... O. Fl .. N D .. >T .. E .. M S·O-.. 

CATALOG 
EMF CO. INC., GW 1900 E. Warner Ave. 
~ Suite 1 D, Santa Ana, CA 92705 
t..iAj TELEPHONE AREA CODE 17 1'J261 ·6611 
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PULL THE TRIGGER 
ON EXCITEMENT 

SSK HAND CANNONS 

For Superior Performance when 
you wish to reach out and touch 

something. 

Specializing in: 
14 to 58 Caliber Contenders 

Custom Scope installations for hunting 
handguns, heavyw eight bullet molds, 
arrestor muzzle brakes, exotic finishes. 
Please ca ll or write for price quote or turther mformat1on. 
If writing, send two First Class postage stamps. 

SSK INDUSTRIES 

•Worn 

721-AH Woodvue Lane 
Wintersville, OH 43952 
(614) 264-0176 
(614) 264-7217 

by Agents 
From Paris to Is· 
tanbu l, Ber li n to 
Macau & New York to L.A. 
. . .. Th is Is The SLEEK, 
FAST COMFORTABLE RIG 
FOR YOU-AND IT'S HIGHLY CONCEALABLE 
·HOLSTER & SUPERWIDE " SPY" HARNESS Are 
Made From HAND-SELECTED TEXAS COWHIDE, 
All TOP-GRAIN LEATHER-NO ELASTIC 
• Special Angled Harness Doesn't Bind Under Either 
Arm -HOLSTER IS FULLY SUEDE LINED 
•Holster Has Optional Tie-Down Strap (No Need For 
A Trouser Belt To Wear Ou r Rig) 
•FITTED TO YOUR SPECIFIC AUTO or REVOLVER 
•HANDMADE IN TEXAS BY OUR MASTER 
HOLSTERMAKERS 
• Our Holsters Are WORN BY AGENTS & COMMAN-
DO ES In More Than 21 Countr ies Original 

The Best Continues 'Rich-Russett" " 
•PRICES: 4" barrels or under $84.95 Co/or or 

4v.'' Thru 6\li' barrels $94.95 'Niie Black" " 
7" Thru SW' barrels $104.95 

(l eft Handed Models - NO EXTRA CHARGE) 

COLOR CATALOG S3.00. Please add 5% to to tal of ord er fo r 
shipping & ins. in Cont. U.S. - ALASKA, HI, APO - Add 
10%- FOREIGN - Add 25%. (4tolW••ll• 

OEALERS - Send S3 .00 & F.F.L. for Catalog 0 " 1"''l 

CREDIT CARD ORDERS (512) 697-8900 
Send check M.O. , VISA or M.C. to : 

CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 
P. O. Box 100724, Dept. AH 3, San Antonio, TX 78201 

Beware of Cheap Imitations 

CIMARRON SIXGUNS 
Continued from page 43 

style of holster, such as Bianchi's Lawman or 
Lawrence's #120, both models fit snugly and 
allow the strap to be fastened when desired. 

All Colt style Models are also available in 
nickel finish and with a choice of A, B, or C 
engraving. The basic retail price for either 
standard blue or charcoal blue finish , in 
either regular or black-powder frame style, is 
$369-or $631 less than the basic price of a 
Colt Custom Shop Single Action. 

Available calibers are: .22LR, .22 Mag
num, .38 Special, .357 Magnum, .44-40, 
and .45 Colt. Personally, I cannot see the use 
for any caliber in these Colt style replicas 
except .44-40 and .45 Colt. Remington rep
licas are chambered in .357 Magnum, 
.44-40, and .45 Colt. Same personal prefer
ence as to caliber applies here also. 

Okay, they look good, how do they shoot? 
All models were shot extensively except the 
two engraved models, which were used only 
for photographs. I did not feel it proper to 
take advantage of Harvey's willingness to 
supply so many test guns by firing his two 
show-piece guns. Each of the Colt style rep
licas chambered for .45 Colt were fired with 
eight different loads and chronographed with 
my PACT PC. 

Most fixed sighted single actions, whether 
they be original Colts or replicas, may or may 
not shoot to point of aim. My test battery of 
Cimarron Arms Single Actions are no excep
tion. They are neither better nor worse than 
Colts that I have experienced. All models 
shoot high with 250-260 grain bullets at 
800-900 fps . All models, except the Sheriffs 
Model, were right-on for windage; the three
inch Sheriffs Model shot high and a few 
inches left for me. 

Everyone sees sights differently and some
one else who sights and holds differently may 
find the sights spot-on or farther off. That is 
why nearly all modern handguns have adjust
able sights. All models shoot closer to point
of-airn when lighter, 200 grain bullets are 
used and, in fact, the 5t!z-inch Remington 
replica was right on the money using 200 
grain Speer SWC's at 995 fps. 

All original Colts and Remingtons were 
equipped with "battle sights" which compen
sated for the natural tendency of most shoot
ers to shoot low, hence these replicas still 
have the same sights. It is no difficult under
taking to adjust fixed sights. The best situa
tion is that in which the sights are too high, 
allowing the gun to shoot low. Then it is just a 
matter of filing the front sight down until the 
proper height is reached. 

With sights that are too low, allowing the 
gun to shoot high, the job is a little tougher 
but not impossible. Extra metal can be 
welded to the top of the front sight and then 
filed to shape or the sight can. be gently 
squeezed in a vise and made a little taller. A 
vise can also be used to bend the sight slightly 
for those six.guns that shoot right or left. 

All of the Cimarron replicas shot well with 
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LEARN EVERYTHING YOU'LL NEED TO KNOW TO 
GET YOU STARTED IN THE CAREER YOU WANT! 
LIFETIME CONSULTATION SERVICE AT NO COST. 

BE A SUCCESSFUL GUN PRO! 

OVER 40,000 STUDENTS SINCE 1946 

Send for FREE FACTS or call 602-990-8346 

Pleas;;RUsH fii'EE1a;;;;;; h;;::;i7an-;;;;;m;,;;01=.iai;;m11h 
!he QUICK easy home study way No Obl1ga11on No salesman will call 
CHEC K FOR VA °' GI 0 ACTIVE 0 RETI RED I 

AG E __ I NAM E ___ _ 

ADDRE SS 

I CITY STATE -- ZIP I 
MODERN GUN REPAIR SCHOOL dept MF39 

L 2~ N ~ S~o~38...:!H~X ~5.!!!£. _J 

Ruger .22 Mount 

8-Square no-gunsmith Ing mounts 
fit all models of the Ruger MK I/II .22 
auto pistol and are the best balanced 
and most rugged mounts made. 

B-Square's Mono-Mount has a wide 
single ring that eliminates scope strain 
and weighs only 2 ounces. It correctly 
positions any 1-inch tube scope. The 
dovetail mount simply slides on and 
clamps to the receiver for Weaver
type rings (not included) or Aimpoint. 

No drllllng, tapping or sight 
removal Is required. The mounts 
are easy on and off with no zero 
change, and the gun's sights can be 
used with the mount installed. 

Mono-Mount blue~ stainless~ 
Dovetail blue ~. stainless ~. Insist 
that your dealer carry B-sqaure. 

li51 8-SQUARE CO. 
L2J Fort Worth, TX 76110 
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•
Patented Do Not Accept Substitutes I 
Rib & Sights for the competiti ve shooter. The 1984 & 1987 

lcAMP PERRY NATIONAL PISTOL CHAMPIONSHIPS 1st & 2nd I 
l place won using BO·MAR's. Also '82, '83, '84 & '86 PPC I 

National Championships won wi th BO-MAR Sights. 

I BO-MAR I 
I World 's Finest Handgun Sights I 
I Sight ~::o;~:i~!~,~~:rs s&w 645 Serrated blade ® I 
I Route 12, Box 405 Longview, TX 75605 214-759-4784 I 
~·~ :r:•~S~·:d;s.:i :;v::.f~c=I: • 

S 512 B 5 pack 
Shells are security supported in a high rise position for 
quick draws. Designed for the shooter who likes to draw 
and load 1 shell at a time. 
Provides fast extra ammo. 
Massad Ayoob on Leather Arsenal products: 
· 'The custom gunleather produced by Elmer Mc Evoy at 
Leather Arsenal is second to none! - Massad Ayoob 

Send $2.00 fo r a catalog of full line. 

-e Money 11 llllme In Spire Tl111. 
No Previous Experience Needed. 

LEARN GUN 
REPAIR! 

Your love of guns and shooting can lead to an 
exciting career opportunity! Let leading Arms 
Experts train you for a career in gun repair. 
Federal Gun Law permits licensed trainees to 
sell arms. ammo without inventory. We show 
you how to save up to 25% and mo~e on line 
guns. accessories. gunsmith supplies! Start 
your own business; or prepare now to be ~ 
"Gun-Pro:· Get free facts about Gun Repair 

9n~chOMEeAcNnE~a~nElfT! tl~:r~ :gunsmith. 

& G:1~c~e~:!!d;ru~~~W~;ii~s0~ ~e~~~l~~ . ·c~~fo'!:. 
Ammo Making • Stock Carving, Design, Check
eri ng • Firearms Importing. plus much . much 
more! 
• ACCREDITED BY THE NATIONAL 
• HOME STUDY COUNCIL 
------·sENDFORFREEFACTS!"------

1 North American School ol Firearms, Dept. NH029 I 
I 925 Oak Street. Scranton. PA 18508 I 
I Rush me your free "Gun-Pro" Career Kit-no sa lesman will call I 
: Name Age __ : 
I Address Apl # _ _ I 

L~~~~-------------------J 
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most loads that were tried. They will stay 
under two inches at 25 yards when I am 
careful and do my part. The Remington 1875 
Models have the V-style rear sight and 
inverted V front sight but both will shoot one
inch groups with selected loads. The Rem
ington 1890 replica has better sights and 
comes close to exhibiting target pistol 
accuracy; ditto the 51/z-inch Colt replica. 

I am very surprised at how well the short 
barreled Sheriffs Model shot, especially with 
Federal factory loads. This nineteenth cen
tury version of a modern snub-nosed 
revolver is a no-nonsense defensive sixgun 
that would serve well even today as a per
sonal protection handgun. Certainly when 
loaded with 250-260 grain .45 Colt bullets at 
800 fps it would be way ahead of any .38 
Special or .380 load. Slow to operate? 
Maybe, but it is amazing how fast one can get 
with a Single Action and a little practice. 

I like modern big 
bore adjustable 

sighted revolvers that 
will shoot 250-300 

grain bullets 
accurately. 

Cimarron Arms Single Action replicas, be 
they Colt or Remington style, are well-made, 
well-finished , good-shooting , traditional 
type six.guns. During the course of firing , I 
broke two bolt springs on the Colt replicas. 
This could be avoided by placing a thin nylon 
washer under the retaining screw, thus 
affording a cushion. A better solution might 
be to plan to replace the rather soft bolt 
springs with a Colt bolt spring. Surprisingly, 
my 1875 Remington replicas have been in 
service off and on for eight years, fired with a 
lot of black.powder loads, and have never 
experienced a broken spring. 

I like modern big bore adjustable sighted 
revolvers that will shoot 250-300 grain bul
lets accurately at muzzle velocities of 1500 
fps or more. Dan Wesson, Freedom Arms, 
Ruger and Smith & Wesson all provide such 
revolvers in .41, .44, and .45 calibers. How
ever, there are times when I prefer a more 
sedate style of revolver that is easy to pack 
and, even though classified as a big bore, is 
gentle to shoot and perhaps even takes me 
back to the long gone past. 

It might be possible to cook over a desert 
or mountain campfire packing a modern 
Magnum revolver. But somehow both the 
food and the times seem better when a tradi
tional - spelled .45 Colt - Single Action is 
riding at the hip or packed in the waistband. 
The Cimarron Arms Single Action fills this 
need and fills it well. I'm heading for the 
mountains in the morning; shouid I take the 
1890 Remington , or the Artillery Model, 
or the Sheriffs ......_ 
Model or ... ? ~ 

THE HEINIE! 
FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 
SEND $1.00 
FOR 
BROCHURE 

RICHARD HEINIE PISTOLSMITH 
821 E. Adams, Havana, IL 62644 
Member American Plstolsmlths Guild 

At ADC01M 
it's not important to 

sell the most, it's 
important to sell the 

best! SM 

Quick on target • Superior accuracy 
• Popular pricing 

Imported uclusit><ly by: 

SM 
1 Wyman St., Woburn, MA 01801 
(617) 935-1799 FAX(6!7)932-4807 

JARVIS 
GUNSMITHING 
Box 2423, Orange, CA 92669 

CALL Bl LL JARVIS 
(714) 538-5846 

• L Frame Barrel Weights 
• Compensator Kits 
• Bull Barrels 
• Competition Handguns 

CATALOG: $2.00 
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fJIJNS 
S'l1f)llll~S: 

THE CASE OF THE 
"NEWSSTAND NEUROTIC." 

10:57 a.m. 

Suspect enters Bill's Books & Magazines 
on 5th and Main and immediately pro
ceeds to magazine rack where he picks 
up the last copy of GUNS Magazine. 

11:03 a.m. 

Two unidentified males enter store,also 
proceeding directly to magazine rack. 
Suspect nervously peers over shoulder, 
obviously disturbed by their arrival. 

11:04 a.m. 

Witness sees one of the unidentified 
males reach for magazine rack. Suspect 
obviously mistakes sudden movement 
for an attempt on his copy of GUNS. Sus
pect reacts by assaulting both men with 
a rolled up magazine. 

11:16a.m. 

Suspect flees the scene and is quickly 
arrested for needlessly magazine 
whipping two innocent fishing 
enthusiasts. 

12:43p.m. 

Suspect confesses to criminal acts. 
His reason? Nothing was going to 
come between him and the only 
magazine he trusted for the latest gun 
and shooting sport information. 
He wanted the facts . . . just the facts. 
He wanted GUNS Magazine. 

1:05 p.m. 

Suspect is released on his own recog
nizance promising to never frequent 
newsstands again and agreeing to sub
scribe to GUNS instead. 

au• 

(~ASE I~OLLOW UP: 

1 month later, suspect seen sharing his sub
scription copy of GUNS with two unidentified 
gun enthusiasts-proof positive that GUNS 
subscribers get the facts every month. 

(~ASE (~LOSE)) . 

Avoid the newsstand neurotics. Use the adjoining order card 
or write to P.O. Box 85201, San Diego, CA 92138 to order your 
own subscription to GUNS Magazine today I 



HANDGUN 
MARKET 

(:JJ1\SSll(I1~1l 

ACCESSORIES 

IF YOU TAKE UFE SERIOUSLY ... peruse our Procurement 
Index featuring specialty equipment used by professionals 
worldwide. Concealment holsters, electronics, disguised and 
unconventional weaponry from under $20.00 to over 
$2,000.00. The catalog 1s $3.00 from: A.S.P., Box 18595/AH, 
Atlanta, GA 30326. 

Concealed Weapon Lioense Identification Badge. Finest qual
ity, made to order with your lioense number. Catalog Free. 
Seven Seas, POB 3906, Dept. 45, Apollo Beach, FL 33570. Ph. 
813-645-2621. 

FURY-HORIZONTAL SHOULDER SYSTEM for large 
frames, 45/9mm autos. Dual harness, twin off.side magazine 
carrier. Handcrafted of _genuine black leather. Only 
$54.95+HIS, COD, Visa/Mastercard. ORDERS ONLY 1-
800-284-7080. Noon-6pm EST inquires 7161282-7080. 

GUN CASES for DISPLAY-PROTECTION-SECURITY 
Quality Built, Rosewood Finish. Luxurious"MEMORY 
PADS" mold to custom fit your priz.ed possessions. Many sizes. 
CalVWrite for free catalog: W AMCO, POB 337-C, Oquossoc, 
ME 04964. TOLL FREE 800-227-1415. . 

Revolving steel targets, freestanding, collapsible, Magnum 
Handguns, Non magnum Rifles, windproof paper target hold
ers. Free Brochure. Engard Distributmg Inc., 1930 E. Indian 
School, Phoenix, Ariwna 85016 (605)264-3424. 

ARMOR VAULT GUN VAULTS buy direct from mfg. call 
or write for free brochure 405-634-2841. 729 S.E. 29th, Okla. 
City, Okla. 73129. 

ADJUSTABLE SIGHI' SPECIAL $79.00. Colt Government 
Model , Auto Onlnanoe, Springfield Armory, Etc. Your choioe, 
Wichita Target, Wichita Combat or Bo-Mar BMCS. Slide pre
cision milled for low mount installation and hot re-blued, 
Your choioe, ramp or glare free post front sight installed. Also, 
Ejection Port lowered and flared, $18.00. $4.00 shipping and 
handling. Call or write for shipping date. GUARDIAN AR
MORY, 6070 Bailey Ave., Twentynine Palms, CA 92277. 619-
367-7625. 

M1911 auto shooters! We manufacture a no gunsmithing 
shim that takes out side play between frame and slide, $4.00 
PPD. Custom Knives & Guns, 23-7th Ave. NE, Pelican Rap
ids, MN 56572. 

PEPPER POPPERS: $79.95 each. Free Standing 8" STEEL 
PLATES, $14.95 each. All quality %" construction. Shipped 
freight collect. Write for additional information and quantity 
prioes. LaGrange County Rod and Gun, 121 North Main St., 
Topeka, IN 46571. 

DRAGON SCALES, Genuine G.I. 5-W'x5-1A!" hard armor 
plated from bullet proof vests. 5/$7.50, 10/$13.50, 251$30.00, 
all postpaid. Money Orders Only. SECURITY SHOTGUNS, 
POB 449, Oracle, AZ 85623. 

Fine custom made wood presentation cases, racks, cabinets. 
Send specifications or needs for firm quote. No obligation. 
Hufa Crafts, Inc., P.O. Box 597048-H, Chicago, IL 60659-
7048. 

Semi-auto gun oil..."Super Green" At last, a purified super lu
bricator for fast moving parts. Also, minimiz.es critical sear 
wear. Convenient two ounoe unbreakable flip top bottle .. 
$4.85 postpaid. Check to: Conoept Center, RD 7 Box 71, Gib
sonia, l>A 15044. 

SHOOTERS -Save $$$ by building your own custom gun 
cabinet. Plans $5.95: DJ AYERS, 179 Hoffman Ave., Elmt, 
NY 11003. 

AMMUNITION 

.38 SPECIAL REWADED AMMUNITION- Remanufac
tured using fully automated eq u.ipment. 158 gr. SWC 
$87.00M-148 gr. WC $85.00M. reloadingsmoe 1974. MPS Co., 
1441 W.John St., Matthews, NC 28105. (704)847-8793. 

TUMBLER/POLISHERS NUT SHELL MEDIA HIGHEST 
QUAlJTY WWEST PRICE #5 BOX $9.75, DELIVERED 
FREE. PRICE LIST.JET BLAST, BOX 4520, FT. WORTH, 
TEXAS 76106. 

DISCOUNT AMMO!! BRASS! BULLETS! Compare our 
prices on Winchester, Remington, Federal, Glaser, Norma, 
CCI, Hornady, etc. Free catalog. Cheapshot, Inc., Ammo Dis
count Warehouse, 294A RT 980, Canonsburg, PA 15317. 412/ 
745-COLT. 

MAGNUM PISTOL POWDER - Ideal for 357, 41, 44, 410, 
30 Carbine, prepaid first 48 states, 1 lb I $6.50, 4 lb I $24.00, 8 
lb $46.00, 16 lb I $88.00, 32 lb I $160.00. Glen's Components, 
Suite 265, 2899 East Big Beaver, Troy, Michigan 48084. 

106 

Classified ads $.75 per word per insertion. ($.60 per word-per insertion for 3 or more) including 
name and address (20 word minimum). Minimum charge $15.00. Copy and rerun orders must be 
accompanied by PAYMENT IN ADVANCE. NO AGENCY DISCOUNTS. All ads must be received 
with advance payment no later than the 15th of each month. EXAMPLE: Closing for May/Jun 1989 
issue (on sale Mar. 1) is Jan. 15th. Ads received after closing will appear in the following issue. 
Please type or print clearly. PLEASE NOTE*** NO PROOFS WILL BE FURNISHED. 
Include name, address, post office, zip code, city and state as counted words. Abbreviations count 
as one word each. Mail to AMERICAN HANDGUNNER MAGAZINE, 591 Camino de la 
Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, California 92108. 

TRACERS, reload_l<l_ur _<>_wn (as described in the Dec. issue of 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE.) Military type, red, green, white or 
amber burning traoer, any caliber. Step by step instructions. 
Includes detailed drawings, bullet preparation, reloading in
structions, $5.00: T. Tyler, Box 2700H, Dept. SOF, Hunting
ton Beach, CA 92647. 

SPECIAL PURPOSE AMMO AND MUNITIONS. Reload 
your own: Traoers, A.P., H.E. ammo, 12 Ga. Flares, Thermitel 
Smoke Grenades and many others. SASE for Free list. T. Ty
ler, Box 2700H, Dept SOF, Huntington Beach, CA 92647. 

FREE DISCOUNT AMMUNITION CATALOG. Save up 
to 50"k on new, obsolete, military, rim.fire, centerfire, 
shotshell and accessories. Atlanta Discount Ammo, 
Dept. 0, Box 627, Norcl'088, GA 30091. (404)446-2429. 

SPECIAL PURPOSE AMMO: Traoers, blanks, frangible 
rounds, bird bombs. Send $1.00 for catalog to: HORIZONS 
UNLIMITED, 9208 Kingston Pike, Suite 195, Dept. AH, 
Knoxville, TN 37922. 

I reckon I can make ammunition for just about any firearm 
ever made. Ray, 215 W. Hannum, Carterville, Missouri 
64835, Phone 417-673-2051. 

BOOKS 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, latest pistol caIT)'ing, purchasing, 
etc., regulations for all states and FEDERAL GUN LAWS. 
Both booklets $5.00. POLICE EQUIPMENT CATALOG 
$2.00. Schlesinger, Department E., P.O. Box 882, New York, 
NY10150. 

OUT-OF-PRINT Books Found. Send Wants. LARGE CATA
LOGUE $1.00; Booklook, 51AC Maple Ave., Warwick, N.Y. 
10990. 

SHOOT A HANDGUN reveals the expert's way to use your 
hand,<(uns safely, effectively and within the law. Learn how 
and where to shoot, firearms responsibility, what ammunition 
to pun:hase, and more. Special chapter on defensive pistol 
shooting, plus a glossary of handgun terms. Only $9.95 post
paid. GUNS BOOKS, Dept.SH-H03, 591 Camino de la Reina, 
Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

SHOOl'ING by Edward Matunas. Learn how to become an 
expert marksman with rifle, shotgun, handgun, muzzleloader 
and bow. You11 get tips on selecting the proper weapon and 
aooessories, and be provided with a detailed course in ballis
tics. For your copy, send $33.95 (includes postage) to: GUNS 
BOOKS, Dept. SG-H03, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, 
San Diego, CA 92108. 

1988 GUNS ANNUAL STILL AVAILABLE! All new articles 
showcasi~j('I'he Para-Onlnanoe Model 85: fully automatic 
and legal. ,"Hi~h-Tech Team Steyr Aug and H & K P7.",''I'he 
Sho~ Soene ,"Ruger's .30 Magnum revolvers", Insight on 
Aussie Assault Rifles, Plus"New Guns for 1988" and Old-Time 
Sixgun Stunts, Just $4.95 postpaid WHILE SUPPi.JES 
LAST. GUN ANNUAL, Dept. GA-H03, PO Box 16025, San 
Diego, CA 92116. 

!:ft ~oo~c~h~~fes~AJ'·ATh!br.~~ 
Hip," 1J:e"lnsider Story on polioe pistols, Col. Charles Askins 
on gunfighting on the Rio Grande, and much more. Send $4.95 
poetpaid to. HANDGUNNER ANNUAL, Dept. HGA-H03, 
591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

THE 1987 GUNS ANNUAL IS STILL AVAILABLE!! Arti
cles showcasing:"The Glock Strikes","Yesterday's Military 
.22's", Derringer's Steyr Model 1912 and the Great Gun Trivia 
Quiz. Airguns,"Practical Knife Handles" and"the Truth 
About Dry Firing". Plus how"Y ou Can Shoot PPC: Just $4.95 
!l:paid: GUNS ANNUAL, De0t. GA-H03, PO Box 16025, 
PUE~~~ 92116. GET Y UR COPY WHILE SUP-

1989 GUNS ANNUAL AVAILABLE NOW! All new, excit
ing features covering everything from military weapons to as
sault rifles to slug guns."New Guns for 1989,"'°I'he Ml T<>
day,"'°I'he Great .308," and"Guns of the New York State 
Polioe", are just a few of the indepth articles in this year's An
nual. For your copy send $4.95 (postpaid) to: GUNS AN
NUAL, Dept. GA-03, PO Box 16025, San Diego, CA 92116. 
Quantities 

1987 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER ANNUAL. The year's 
most excit ing look at the handgun field. Includ 
ing:"Pistolsmith Profile" -"Springfield Armory Forges Ahead" 
plus test rej>Orts and more! Only $4.95 postpaid. HANDGUN
NER ANNUAL, Dept. HGA-H03, 591 Camino de la Reina, 
Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

MASTER TIPS By Jon Winokur The best shooters in the 
business teach you step-by-step mastery of the techniques 
that made them winners. For your copy, Send $13.45 (includes 
postage) to: GUNS BOOKS, Dept. MT-HO!, 591 Camino de la 
Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

SHERWOOD'S CATALOG OF GUN PARTS, ACCESSO
RIES, AMMUNITION, GOVERNMENT SURPLUS AND 
MUCH MORE. WHEN IN LOS ANGELES AREA, VISIT 
OUR4,000 SQ. FT. SHOWROOM. SEND $1 TO: 18714 PAR
THENIA STREET, NORTHRIDGE, CA 91324. 

NEW CATALOG every two months! Get the best new books 
on weaponry, revenge and dorens of other subjects! For 50 
page catalog detailing over 300 titles send $1.00 to: PALADIN 
PRESS, P.O. BOX 1307-BGAT, Boulder, Colorado 80306, 
(303)443-7250. 

THE BOOK NOBODY DARED PRINT Bullet perfor
manoe in humans. based upon autopsy results of shootings. In 
this study, performanoe of Glaser safety slugs, Remington Pe
ters, S & W Nyclads, WW Silver tips is compared. Prioe $11.95 
postage included. VIILAGE GUNSMITH, POB 873, East 
Molme, IL 61244-1316. 

HOME WORKSHOP SILENCERS VOL. 1: Step-by-Step con
struction methods for three different firearm silenoers. Over 
fifty high quality, large format machinist's drawings are pre
sented. 9x12, softcover, 72pp. Send $15.00ppd to: PALADIN 
PRESS, P.O. Box 1307-9AAK, Boulder, CO 80306. 

Gun Silenoers/Noise suppressor. Complete how to booklet: 
Five easy steps to complete information on Silenoers and sup
pressors. Plans, Diagrams, Specification and Souroes. Just 
send $19.95 to: Diamond Distributors, P.O. Box 991, Hon<>
lulu, Hawaii 96807. 

FAST SURVIVAL REFERENCE: Condensed survival in
formation in booklet form. Small enough for shirtpocket, wal
let or purse. Send $2.00 and SASE to: Western Conoepts De
sign, 4320-196th SW, Suite B146-AH, Lynnwood, WA 98036. 

"FAST AND FANCY REVOLVER SHOOTING" By Ed 
McGivern. Every gun library should start with this master 
work on pistol shooting. 478 pages of timely information writ
ten 50 years ago for shooting professionals. HARDBOUND 
$15.95 (postpaid): AMG, 3070 S. Hoyt, Denver, CO 80227-
4440. 

Lari;:e Selection of GUNS BOOKS! Not found in bookstores. 
FREE CATALOG! Northwoods Book Company, 1505 Howard 
Avenue, Eau Claire, WI 54703. 

FREE PELLET SAMPLER WITH NEW SUBSCRIP
TION! Five issues, $15 yearly, sample copy $5.00 P&H in
cluded. American Airgunner, Box 711C, Comanche, Texas 
76442, (915)356-5065. Visa/Mastercard. 

BLACKJACK PROFITS! It all starts with the basic strat
egy. Take that first step to winning blackjack. Only $5.00: A. 
Takata, P.O. Box 597993, Chi, IL 60659-7993. 

UNFINDABLE BOOKS FOUND FREE. For our free and 

1:i{a~:;:~e No"':~i ":tic:~· ~~~t'ilS"hcafN'Ei~A{ 
INC., Dept. U, Box BN1, Madison Square Station, New York, 
NY 10159-837. 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 

ITS BACKJ A GREAT OFFER!! W A.NTED CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISERS willing to buy two ads at regular prioe ($.45/ 
Guns or $.75/Handgun per word) and get a third one FREE
in both GUNS Magazine or AMERICAN HANDGUNNER or 
BOTH! Send pre-payment with typed copy to: CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING, 591 Camino de la Rema, Suite 200 San 
&::,'W-ri~i:i~oggER EXPIRES JULY 31, 1989, 

LEARN GOLD, SILVER, PLATINUM, SCRAP RECY
CLING BUSINESS. $75,000 YEAR POSSIBLE. SPARE 
TIME. EASY! FREE INFORMATION: RECYCLING , BOX 
11216-GH, RENO, NV 89510-1216. 

ANYONE CAN BECOME A FIREARMS DEALER! com
plete kit includes: FORMS, LICENSING, BATF INSTRUC
TIONS, WHOLESALE REFERENCES. EVERYTHING 
YOU NEED TO START YOUR OWN SUCCESSFUL BUSI
NESS. LICENSE GUARANTEED OR REFUND! $4.75: 
DENCO ENTERPRISES, PO BOX 40383-AH, ROCHES
TER, NY 14604. 

JOURNEYMAN CREDENTIALS granted legitimate! Write: 
National Craftsman Union, 210 Fifth Avenue, Suite 1102, 
New York, NY 10010. 

Why buy retail? Go wholesale and save big bucks! My report 
tells how and gives souroes. Send $3: Ron Taylor, 2333 Dun
can Dr #1, Fairborn, OH 45324. 

YES! You can become a commissioned offioer in the U.S. Mili
tary. Commissioned offioer tells how. Send $4:Karen Taylor, 
2333 Duncan Dr #1, Fairborn, OH 45324. 

BECOME A GUN DEALER -Professionally Prepared kit in-

~~~R=iru~~REgi&· .7T~as~o~~: 
GUARANI'EED! $4.95: BUSINESS CONSlJLTANrS, P.O. 
Box 1232-H, Uniontown, PA 15401. 
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BECOME A LICENSED FIREARMS DEALER! Official 
forms, latest BA TF instructions. Wholesale sources. License 
guaranteed or full refund! $5.00. Monarch, Box 1416-EM, El 
Mirage, AZ 85335. 

BECOME FEDERALLY LICENSED FIREARMS DEALER! 
Complete fonns'instructions $5.00."Starting Your Own Gun 
Business" (packed with information for your success) $4.95. 
License guaranteed or full refund! All above $7.95. Metro, 
Drawer 2267-SC, Sun City, AZ. 85372. 

PRIVATE SECURITY PAYS! Guards/patrolmen needed 
everywhere. Start your own agency with our step-by-step 
manual. $6.95. SecuriTech-H, Box C, Vashon, Washington 
98070. 

Become a gun dealer. For information on receiving your own 
F.F.L. Send $3.00: Shootin' Iron Emporium, 12321 Southern 
Avenue, Garfield Hts, Ohio 44125. 

HOW TO MAKE MONEY MAKING/SELLING LEAD 
BULLETS. Excellent Home Business. No experience needed. 
$1 ,500 month part-time, $50 ,000 year full -time realis-
tic.Setting Up Operations ... Equipment ... Supply Soun:es ... 
The Three Major Markets ... Increasing Sales ... Much More. 
$12.00: Richard Sitz,Box 453-A, Cedarville, Ml 49719. 

Make $40,000 a month throu~h our Banking system. Easy, no 
investment, just fill out special forms. Rush $5.00 for forms 
today to: Jason Tolleson, Rt 5 Boxl031 #8, Klamath Falls, OR 
97601. 

Be a Knife Dealer . Giant Dealer Catalog. $5.00. Interstate 
Publications, Drawer 19689-AHC, Houston TX 77224. 

Attention Security Guards and persons interested in Security. 
Are you tired of minimum Wages? Learn the skills of Digni
tary/Executive protection from our easy to read handbook. 
You can start on your way to a higher paying job in no time. 
Send $10.00 plus $2.00 shipping in check or money order to: 
PRO-TECH, Post Office Box 8564, New Orleans, Louisiana 
70182-8564. 

SOLVE YOUR FINANCIAL PROBLEMS FOREVER. 
FANTASTIC money-making methods revealed. FREE IN
FORMATION. ACT NOW! CLS Enterprises, Box 39565-A, 
Chicago, IL 60639-0565. 

GET PAID for mailing letters! $200.00 daily. Write: PAASE
MAl, 161 Lincolnway, North Aurora, IL60542. 

COLLECTORS 

RANDALL PISTOL RESEARCH, Trends, and Letters of Au
thenticity. Send for more information. Rick Kennerknecht, 
Box l 163R, Monrovia, CA 9101&-5163. 

EMBLEMS & INSIGNIA 

CUSTOM EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS-DECALS-PINS. 
Free catalog/Quotes. Highest Quality. Guaranteed Lowest 
Prices. Rusli Sketch. STADRIAH, 61 Jane Street. N.Y.C. 
10014. (212)929-2293. 

GUNS HATS! Show your friends that you're a GUNS Team 
Member. Each hat features: Bright orange logo, sand colored 
cap; ~ polyester front/Mesh back. Only $5.95 + 6.5% sales tax 
for Calif. Residents. Send to: GUNS HATS, 591 Cammo de la 
Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

Also avai lable .. . GUNS Team member pins and patches. Now, 
you can also get your own GUNS Team member pin for only 
$2.50 + $1.00 shipping & handling ... Or, a GUNS Team mem
ber patch for only $3.50 + $1.00 shipping & Handling. Send 
To: GUNS PINS, 591 Camino de la Reina , Suite 200, San 
Diego, CA 92108. 

FIREWORKS 

Sa.lutes and Cannon crackers home made. The Best! Simple 
easy method, my secrets revealed. Stamp: Browns Diversified, 
POB 6, Paragon, Indiana 46166. 

Color catalog $1.00. Fireworks of America Ltd., Box 426, N. 
Benton, Ohio 44449. 

FIREWORKS, COLORED SMOKE DYES, ROCKJ<,""J' CAST
ING, CANNON FUSES,etc. for signaling or surviva l applica
tions. Catalog $1.00. NorStarr, Box 5585, Pocatello, Idaho 
83202. 

FIRECRACKERS, 80/16's $6.00 BRICK, BO'ITLE ROCK
ETS GROSS $2.50, ROMAN CANDLES 10 BALL $4.50 
DOZEN, JUMPINGJACKS$2.00GROSS, ONLYSOMEOF 
OUR SAMPLE PRICES. ALL PRE-PAID. NIGHT AERIAL 
SHELLS, 61 SHOT REPEATERS, SKY ROCKETS, AND 
MANY MORE ITEMS TOO NUMEROUS TO MENTION 
HERE. MANY NEW AND UN-USUAL ITEMS. ALL CAN 
BE SEEN IN OUR COLORFUL ILLUSTRATED CATALOG 
BY SENDING $1.00 TO: A&W SALES, P .O . BOX 1, 
MUNCY, PA 17756. B; offer void where prohibited. 

Cannon Fuse Cutting Device. Manually cuts 7,200 fuses or 
more per hour. $29.95. Cutter, P.O. Box 5733, Kent, WA 
98064-5733. 

FIREWORKS-Looking for information? All kinds of technical 
reports and manufacture manuals available. Send $.25 for 
complete listing. RSA, Box 146, Willow Grove, PA 19090. 

Fireworks from China. Buy from importer and save big. For 
FREE GIF!' and illustrated catalog, send $2.00: China Im
porters, Box 347212, Parma, Ohio44134. 

FOR SALE 

WATCH REPLICAS! WWEST PRICES IN USA! War-

~k~~l~~ktw1~~~~ NOT BE 

GERMAN MARCHES. $9.95 per cassette. Set of seven cas
settes $49.50. Free list. Send SASE: NSDAPAO, Box 6414-
AH, Lincoln, NE 68506. 

Build your own shooting bench, target stand, rifle cabinet , re
loading bench etc. Plans catalog $f.OO. LLEFMG, POB 908, 
Cornville, AZ 86325. 

Buy Firearms Wholesale!!! Save Big Bucks!! Kit includes Li
cense Application, Wholesaler Directory, Phones, Advice. 
$5.00: Sandhill Arms, Dept. AH-1, Box 336, Roswell , NM 
88202. 

IS IT TRUE YOU CAN BUY JEEPS FOR $44 THROUGH 
THE U.S. GOVERNMENT? GET THE FACTS TODAY! 
CALL 1-312-742-1142 EXT. 6279. 

GUN PARTS 

PARTS for old SMITH & WESSONs! Send SASE with your 
requirements: LIBERTY Parts, P.O. Box 183AH, Eastport, 
Maine04631 (207)853-2327. 

RANDALL & om VIKING 45ACP PARTS. DA RECEIV
ERS, AT DISCOUNTED PRICES. Lefthand Parts Available. 
RANDCO, Box l 163A, Monrovia, CA 9101&-5163. 

GUNS FOR SALE 

~~ME~~s"1F'O~wi~Tu~:a~~~~~: 
ers custom-tailored to suit your size, strength, needs and ex
perience. We placed 2nd Woman at the 1987 Steel Challenge. 
For information send $1.00 to: .nJDY'S COMP & CARRY, 
Box 640, Plains, MT. 59859 or call 406-82&-5789. 

GUNSMITHING 

PISTOLSMITH Triple chamber IDGH-COMP installed on 
your gun $225 complete. All work highest quality. Stainless 
steel grips for Colt auto $40. Catalog $1. Randall Thompson, 
654 Lela Pl., Grand Jct., CO 81504. 

GUNSMITHING LATIIES -milling machines-tools. New 
catalog $1.00: Blue Ridge Machinery and Tools, P.O. Box 53&
N, Hurricane, WV 25526, 304-562-3538. 

CUSTOM PISTOLSMITHING by Randall Thompson. 
Compensator systems, custom barrels, machine cut checker
ing, metal craftsman. Highest Quality. Catalog $1. 654 Lela 
Place, Grand Jct., CO 81504. 

Learn my trade of gunsmithing, through video. We pioneered 
it 5 years ago with the book"Secrets of a Pistolsmith". We are 
the proven leaders in the field. We offer videos on repairs, re-
barreling, refinishing, tuning, bedding rifles and reloading. 
We have 21 titles and more on the way. These are not home 
movies but professional films. Ca talog on request. Trapper 
Gun, Inc., 18717 E . 14 Mile Rd. Fraser, MI 48026. (313)792-
0133. 

You too can tune and trouble shoot your favorite handgun 
with"Secrets of a Pistolsmith". Now in its fifth year. This book 
has only been available to gunsmiths and dealers. We are now 
offering this helpful book to the public. 1bis book is filled with 
many useful ways to correct any problems with S & W, Colt, 
Ruger and Browning handguns. Complete detailed line draw
ings of each part. You can't fail with"Secrets of a Pistolsmith" 
by Lin"l'rapper" Alexiou. Awarded one of the top 100 pistols
miths in 1988. Send $5.00 to: Trapper Gun, Inc. , 18717 E. 14 
Mile Road, Fraser, Ml 48026. (313)792-0133. 

CUSTOM GUNSMITHING- Auto pistols, compensated or 
carry guns. XP-lOO's custom stocks and barrels. High accu
racy and reliability a part of our service. Guns are our busi
ness-Our only business. Brochure $1. Mitchell Custom Guns, 
Rt 2 Box 238, Breckenridge, Tx. 76024. 

Custom Handguns for street or competition 45 Auto and S& W 
Revolvers. S&"W Armored School certified revolver and auto. 
Free Brochure: Karl Sokol, Chestnut Mountain Sports, 65 So. 
Main St. , So. Deerfield, MA 01373, 413-655-4647. 

.45 Accuracy Jobs for Range or Street, Quick tum-around 
time Reliable. George Geiges, 949 Cypress Lane, Greentown, 
PA 18426. 

D & L Sports Custom Combat 45's. Basic to full house pistols. 
P.O. Box 651, Gillette, WY 82716. 307-686-4008. 

LEARN GUNSMITHING, from traditional techniques to 
current"State of the Art." Learn from Masters in their fields. 
Excellent facilities and job Opj)Ortunities. Fully accredited, 
Yavapai College, 1100 East Sheldon, Prescott, AZ 86301. 
Attn: Glenn Simpson, Gunsmithing Department. 

.45 Autos. for range or street. Accurate and affordable. Bro
chure $1.00: Shootin' Iron Emporium, 12321 Southern Ave
nue, Garfield Hts, Ohio 44125. 

INSTRUCTION 

VIDEO TRAINING PROGRAMS: World shooting cham
pion John Shaw's"Comba t Pi s tol Shooting", $59 .95 
and"Combat Shotgun Shooting", $49.95; Police Lt. Jim Bul
lard's"I'he Ultimate Self Defense Course", $59.95; other pro
grams priced" $39 .95 include:"Survival Equip 
ment","Survival Weapons","Remington 870","Remin~n 
1100","Colt 45 Automatic","I'he M-16","Basic Rappelling"; 
VJIS'Beta, $2.50 shipping; Law Enforcement programs avail
able, call for brochure: Master Video, Dept. AH, 2572 Jackson, 
Memphis, TN 38108, Telephone 901/372-7012. 
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PROTECT YOUR FAMILY FROM CRIME! New video 
show you how. RECOMMENDED BY LAW ENFORCE
MENT OFFICERS! Former chief of police train you at 
home, with lhr 45 min videos. Both defense aid in court. 
Learn the secrets used by professional, Shows ways to pro
tect against lawsuit damages. IN THE HOME Teaches de
fense , firearms safety, bulle t penetration power, with 
special section for the children. Lethal Forces Institute Di
rector ra ted very good. Price $39.95. SURVIVE CRIMI
NAL ATTACK! Advanced Training including interview 
with Phys~cian and Lethal Force Institute Director Massad 
Ayoob. Price $39.95: IL, IN, OH, MI, MN, WI, IA add sales 
tax. Add $3.50 postage/handling per video. VILLAGE 
GUNSMITH POB 873, East Moline, IL 61244. Dealers In
quire. 

PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR TRAINING PROGRAM. 
WORLD'S LARGEST, AUDIO-VIDEO TRAINING. DETEC
TIVE BADGE KIT WITH COURSE. COMPLETE INFOR
MATION $1.00 (REFUNDABLE): GLOBAL INVESTIGA
TION, BOX 191, HANOVER, MA 02339. 

KNIVES & SWORDS 

UNIQUE CUI'LERY OUR SPECIALTY We carry all 
brands and types of cutlery, firearms and necessories. CUT
LERY KING tm, P.O. Box 464419, Lawrenceville, GA 30246. 
1~205/Local 925-9086. 

RANDALL$, Blackie Collins, Buck Customs, Al Mar, Gerber, 
Buck, Pacific, Victorinox, Case, Puma, Kershaw, Western, 
Kabar, Explorer, Aitor, Benchmark, Lakota, Cold Steel,! A.G. 
Rossell, Browning, Frost, Parker, Taylor, Leatherman, Rem
ington, Spyderco, Wyoming,_EY<l Brand, DMT, Lansky, Cata
log $2.00: CAROLINA CUTLERY, P.O. Box 12819, WIN
STON-SALEM, N.C. 27117. 

MACHETE 23" long, hardwood handle, raiser sharp polished 
blade. $13.95PPD. Satisfaction guaranteed. Cataldi, 318B 
Wilson Ave, SI, NY 10312. 

SWISS ARMY TYPE KNIFE, 3-11<" all stainless steel, 12 
tools in one. perfect gift. $12.00 Postpaid. Gemini Enterprises, 
7260 NW 20th Street, Sunrise, FL 33313. 

SAFARI POCKET HUNTING KNIFE, dark rosewood 
handle and solid brass bolsters, stainless steel blade, over 7" 
long and comes with belt pouch. $11.00 Postpaid: Gemini En
terprises, 7260 NW 20th Street, Sunrise, FL 33313. 

BLADE TRADER outdoor kershaw cutlery set, features, 5" 
fillet blade, 3-'h" hunting blade, 5" crosscut saw blade, 5" red
wood handle and scabbard. $28.00 Postpaid: Gemini Enter
prises, 7260 NW 20th Street, Sunrise, FL 33313. 

FLOATING FISHERMEN'S KNIFE, features &- 1"2" stain
less steel Kershaw blade, contoured grip, and water eroof 
sheath. A must for all fishermen . $24.00 Postpaid: Gemiru En
terprises, 7260 NW 20th Street, Sunrise, FL 33313. 

Survival boot knife, double edge stainless steel blade. Brass 
tang guard, hand tooled leather sheath, 7-1"2 overall. $10.95 + 
$1.05 S + H, send cert. check or money order to: Brian Brown, 
24 Tamarack Rd., Belvidere, N .J. 07823. 

Swiss Army type knives only $10.00 j>lus $2.00 shipping. Send 
check or money order to: PRO-TECH, Post Office Box 8564, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70182-8564. 

Ml LIT ARIA 

MILITARY, MEDALS, WWII, KOREA, VIETNAM, Official 
Decorations and Service Medals, Miniature Medals, Ribbon 
Bars, Badges, Displa,l;' Cases. All Guaranteed!"Claim Ameri
can M ed a ls Free ', Manual. Color Catalog $1.00 . 
Write"Medals", 8893AH Pendleton Pike, Indianapolis, lndi
ans 46226. 

3rd-Riech, Germany 1940 Militarialist: Send $2 (Cash). Post
fach 1244, 5143 Wassenberg, W. Germany. (WANTED: 1940 
USNGERMAN CAMOUFLAGE-; PARA TROOPER Items). 

MILITARY SURPLUS 

MILITARY SURPLUS-Military Clothing, equipment, man
uals and uniform devices. Send self-addressed stamped ($0.45) 
envelope for catalog, outside U.S. , $2.00: J.R. Sales, 120&-28 
Ave. E #D, Ellenton, FL 34222. 

NARCOTI CS RAID SEIZURES! Au 
tos ... Vans ... Boat s ... Airplanes! Millions Surplus bar
gains ... many 1% original cost."Nationwide Sales Directory"-
$3.00. Disposal , Box 19107-MZ, Washington, DC 20036. 

SURPLUS BONANZA!! Buy Direct from Government. We 
show you how! Your area; (Guaranteed !!!) Official Directory; 
$3.00: Sandhill Surplus, Dept. AH-A, Box 336, Roswell , NM 
88202. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

BULLET PROOF VEST- Class 11-A Keviar soft body armor. 
Will defeat the .45 ACP, .357 mag. 9mm, 00 Buck and knife 
attack. Tested at the Aberdeen Proving Grounds by the U.S. 
Government Edgewood Arsenal. Front and back protector 
$175.00. Side panels: $35.00 per set . Sized S, M, L, XL: MPS 
Co., 1441 West John St. , Matthews, MC 28105. (704)847-8793. 
Established 1970. 

KNUCKS- Genuine brass paperweights, not cheap a lumi
num, same day delivery $7.95 prepaid: Matthews Police Sup
ply, P.O. Box 1754, Matthews, NC 28105. 

SHORT-RUN CUSTOM BELT BUCKLES WITH YOUR 
LOGO MY SPECIALTY SOLID SANDCAST SILICON 
BRONZE ALL HAND FINISHED. BUCKLES BY MIKE, 
1225 MANZANITA, DEPT. AH, LOS ANGELES, CA 90029. 
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CHEWJNG-SMOKlNG Tobacco!! Do you Chew-Smoke? Free 
samples - Twist, Snuff, Pipe and Pouches- Prices. Guaranteed 
satisfaction: FREOCO'S, Dresden, Tennessee 388225. 

NINJA CATALOG Nightsuits, handclaws, footspikes, cal
throps, blowpens, shuriken and reference materials for the 
Shadow Warrior. Send $1.00 to: Niaja Supply Systems, Box 
28222/AH, Atlanta, GA 30358. 

NAZI War souvenirs and daggers! Illustrated catalog $10, bill 
(refundable). Disco, Box 331-H, Cedarburg, WI 53012-0331. 

PRIVACY CATALOG. Cash income opportunities. Secret 
loans. Hiding/Jlaces. Asset protection. Financial privacy. 40 
t1927~~00: DEN PRESS, Box 8410-HG, Fountain Valley, 

INVESTIGATIVE NEWS America's number one, a ll new, 
information newsletter. Each is.sue is jam packed with infor
mation and articles on skip tracing, bounty hunting , surveil
lance street survival, interrogation, undercover, executive 
protection, terrorism, criminal investigations and civil liti&"a
tion. Also included are book and product reviews, confidential 
reports and hard to find information. Send for free copy today! 
INVESTIGATIVE NEWS, 407-AH West Santa C lara , 
Santa Ana, CA 92706. 

AIRGUN NEWS AND REPORT--THE ALL-AROUND AIR
G UN MAGAZINE PUBLISHED QUARTERLY , $ 15 
YEARLY, SAMPLE COPY $5 P&H INCLUDED. BOX 711A, 
COMANCHE, TEXAS 76442--(915)356-5065 , VISA OR 
MASTERCARD ACCEPTED. 

CHERRYBOMBS, Firework Chemicals, Cannon Fuse, M-
60s, M-70s, Books to make M80s, Silencers, Fireworks, etc. 
Catalogue $5. , refunded with !st order; Not intended for sale 
where erohibited by law; Capitol Fireworks, 1805 W.Monroe, 
Springtield, IL 62704. 

Personal Security devices guaranteed to disable any attacker. 
Complete information. One dollar. Security, POB 924, Vicks
burg, MS 39180, Dept. Guns. 

SWISS WATCH REPLICAS! #1 USA Wholesaler! Exact 

~~'i>l~k~~~L~Wt%:tCW.~~i~~M; 
(404)963-3USA. 

CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2. for illustrated catalog. B-PEC, 
Dept. H86, P.O. Box 444, Los Alamitos, Calif. 90720. 

Government J obs $15,400-$72,500 Now Hiring, Excellent 
Benefits. Call 504-649-7922 ExtJ-5025. 

POLICE EQUIPMENT 

SECOND CHANCE & POINT BLANK police products a t 
SPECIAL PRICES! Law Enforcement Officers ONLY, Call 
1-800-351-1477 Ext. 714. Required Information: Your Name/ 
Rank & Your Departments Name/Address. (Visa/Mastercard 
Accepted). N.P.0 .S., Box 55 (AHM), Rapid City, SD 57709-
0055, (We bid Department.al Purchases). 

Law enforcement training manual, impact tools, restraint 
equipment. Catalog $1.00: RONIN POIJCE EQUIPMENT, 
{A) Box 94, Billerica, MA 01821. 

SECOND CHANGE & AMERICAN & POINT BLANK & 

~~e~ ~~'Fd'~'E~E~~P.fi~u~~~:iFi%~J08 
(VERIFIED)! for YOUR: SPECIAL /INFORMATION I 
DEPARTMENTAL BID REQUESTS CALL l-800-65S-
3323 (VISA/MASTERCARD ACCEPTED). N.P.0.S. Inc., 
P.O. Box 55 (AHM), Rapid City, SD 57709-0055. 

LAW ENFORCEMENT badge and patch collectors send $1. 
for list or $6 for 12 monthly lists. Baird, Dept. H87, P.O. Box 
444, Los Alamitos, Calif. 90720. 

REAL ESTATE 

MONTANA LAND. 20 + Acres of Northwest's Best Hunting,! 
Fishing, Recreation, Forest, Lake Country. Many Border Na
tional Forest. Good Roads. Timber and Mineral Rights, War
ranty Deed, Insured Title, Easy Owner Terms. Free Bro
chures and Photos. NORTHWEST LAND EXCHANGE, P.O. 
Box 1088 Dept. AH, Coeur d'Alene, Idaho 83814. (208)664-
3870. 

GOVERNMENT LAND ... FROM $10.00. Repossessed Homes 
.. . $1.00 up. Drug/fax Seizures. Surplus Recreational, Atr'
cultural, Commercial Properties. "Nationwide Directory' -
$3.00. Lands, Box 19107-MZ, Washington, OC 20036. 

NORTHERN IDAHO. 5-10-20 ACRES. Beautiful North
west forest and lake country. Hunting, fishing, recreation1 re
tirement. Hundreds of parcels available. Easy terms. FREE 
Brochure, photos: NATIONAL ASSOCIATED PROPER
TIES , I I I 1-Y Sherman , Coe ur d'Alene, Ida ho 838 14 . 
(208)664-8161. 

Kentuckys Lake Co untry- Scenic acreage tracts from 
$5200.00 w/terms in secure private estate, three gun ranges, 
hiking-horseback trails. Outstanding deer hunting. Details 
606-787-9863. 

WANTED TO PURCHASE 

Ideas, Inventions, technology wanted by one of America's 
leading invention submi5.5ion firms to be presented to indus
try. Call !-800-288-IDEA. !SC-Hang, 903 Liberty, Pittsburgh, 
PA 15222. 

Govemment J obs $15,400-$72,500 Now Hiring, Excellent 
Benefits. Call l-312-742-1142 Ext. J-6279. 

WANTED Back issues of American Handgunner, 1976-1986: 
A. Shipow, 3408 Ramstad Drive, San Jose, CA 95127. 408-
926-0372. 

108 

.357 HERRETT 
Continued from page 47 

your decapping pin for looseness and to 
ascertain if it is bent. This ring is indicative of 
primer leakage and is due to an enlarged flash 
hole. Should you fall victim to such an unfor
tunate event (an enlarged flash hole), discard 
all of your cases, replace the pin and start 
over. Again, this unpleasant situation (trash
ing your cases) is for safety purposes. If gas 
leakage shows on a fire forming load, an 
extreme leak will occur using these cases at 
the higher pressures of maximum loadings. If 
none of the aforementioned defects exist, you 
will have in excess oflOO cases from which to 
tailor your handloads. 

Before discussing powder charges and 
bullet performance, the reader should be 
made aware of an alternate method, and base 
cartridge, from which .357 Herrett cases can 
be produced. IHMSA competitors have 
taken to reforming .375 Winchester brass to 
the .357 Herrett, on the premise that the -375 
case is stronger than the -30-.30. So instead 
of a necking up operation, resizing the -375 
case is a necking down operation. 

Rather than subject the reader to a the
oretical discussion of reloading procedures 
that I do not use, I contacted William San
ford, an International Class competitor, who 
uses both the .30 and .357 Herrett in metallic 
silhouette. Taking into consideration that the 
.357 Herrett is relegated to IHMSA's 
Unlimited Category, the bastion of the eso
teric high-tech-bolt-gun, to use a 10-inch 
Contender and still be competitive speaks 
well of Bill Sanford's expertise. Bill put me in 
contact with another silhouette shooter, Skip 
Bogley, in Maryland. Our chamber measure
ments (refer to the diagrams) not only differ 
from each other, but also differ from those of 
the other reputable sources mentioned. 

The general consensus among silhouette 
competitors is that loading manuals usually 
advise powders having too fast a burning rate 
for optimum performance. My guess would 
be that the people who develop those sug
gested loads have a viewpoint of advising 
powders and charge weights that not only 
operate at a safe pressure level, but also 
achieve almost complete combustion within a 
given barrel length. An opposing viewpoint 
would be to load those powders and charge 
weights that give a good loading density (i.e. 
little airspace) at a safe pressure level. The 
absolute maximum velocity may not be 
reached, but a good level of consistency can 
be. This consistency translates into accuracy. 

The powders most often recommended for 
the .357 Herrett range from Blue Dot and 
2400 on the fast side to H-4227 and Norma 
200 at the slow end. Bill is currently working 
with Reloader-7 and MR-223 (now marketed 
as 2230). To be totally objective, I would 
consider SR-4759, IMR-3031, H-322, 
BLC-2, Norma 201 (the manufacturer even 
advises its use in 30-30 cases), WW748, 
MR2460. H-335, 2230, 2460, IMR-4895, 

H-4895 and IMR-4064 to all merit considera
tion as possible propellants for the -357 
Herrett. 

The versatility of the Thompson Con
tender, chambered for rifle-based cases, is 
both a pleasure and a problem. The pleasure 
is derived by not being restricted to three or 
four powders, and the problem is that from 
Blue Dot to IMR-4064 there are no less than 
28 possibilities. Prior to the utilization of any 
loading data, the reader would be well 
advised to adhere to the following precepts. 
Reduce all powder charges by at least 10%, 
but do not over reduce ball powders 
(especially WW-296). Excessive or dan
gerously high pressures may result. 

All data concerning powder charges for 
the .357 Herrett (this included) should be 
considered as totally subjective information 
that may not be successful in your Contender. 
Referring to the case diagrams should make 
the reasoning behind the above statement 
perfectly clear. Do not cross reference load
ing data for -357 Herrett using .30--30 
Winchester cases with data using the -375 
Winchester case as a base case. Be aware of 
and read pressure signs such as: cratered or 
flattened primers, thinning brass just above 
the case head, and the worst signs like sticky 
extraction and primer pocket stretching. If 
you doubt the seriousness of this advice, con
sider Thompson Center's statement regard
ing wildcat Contender chamberings: "Failure 
to follow proper procedure can result in 
serious injury and/or death to yourself or 
others." This is the single strongest statement 
ever issued by any firearms manufacturer 
regarding the use of its product, ~ 
and it is well founded. "°' 

45 AUTO COMPENSATORS 
$200.00 INSTALLED 

Budget-Comp 
By 

Practical Pistol Services 
Two Stage Compensator, not a 
simple weight, on S.G.W. stainless 
barrel. 
• Full Service Colt Auto Gunsmithing 
•Match Grade AR-15 Trigger Work 
•Well Widget Mag Wells* 1 1 /8" 

Wide Steel Funnel $30.00 
Practical Pistol Services 

241 Washington St. 
Methuen, MA 01844 
(508) 688-4926 

Send S.A.S.E. for Price List 
Dan Sierpina - Pistolsmith 
·Dealer Inquiries Invited 
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How To 
Make A 
Chamber 
Cast 

Agood chamber cast will produce an exact model of your Contender's chamber. 
fiCerrosafe, a special low melting point alloy, available through Brownell's, Inc., 
Rt.2, Box 1, Dept. AH, Montezuma, Iowa 50171, is the metal used by gunsmiths to 
make a chamber casting. 

An alternative to Cerrosafe is optical blocking alloy. It has a lower melting point 
(l20°F) than Cerrosafe (l50°F) and is normally used to affix lenses to steel blocks so that 
they can be ground and polished. 

The following steps will produce an accurate chamber casting using optical blocking 
alloy (Cerrosafe may require additional steps): 

• Remove the barrel and thoroughly scrub it with either Hoppe's #9 or Shooter's 
Choice. 

• Run clean, dry patches through the barrel from chamber forward until they emerge 
clean. 

•Use a bore mop of a larger (45-.410 shotgun) caliber to dust the chamber with 
powdered graphite. 

• Next, create a plug of patching material and insert it from the muzzle back until a 
point 3/s" to 1/4" above the chamber has been reached. 

• Cold bullet moulds cast wrinkled, air pocketed bullets; similarly, cold chambers 
will produce inferior chamber casts. Therefore, preheat your oven to 175° and allow the 
gun barrel to warm on the top rack. 

•While the barrel is warming, heat the blocking alloy on the stove (a small can will 
suffice) until it liquefies. Set an electric range to the low heat setting and a gas stove to a 
ftame of 3/4" until the alloy melts. 

• Reduce the heat to a I/a inch flame on the stove or warm setting on an electric range 
to prevent boiling the alloy. 

• Find a stable, flat surface in the kitchen prior to removing the barrel from the oven. 
• Use a potholder to remove the now-warm barrel from the oven and turn the barrel 

breech end up. 
• Pour the liquid metal into the chamber allowing a small bubble of alloy above 

parallel to allow for shrinkage. 
• Balance the barrel, muzzle down, on the stable surface until cool -at least half an 

hour. Once the barrel has cooled and the metal bas solidified put it in the freez.er for 15 
minutes until frosted: 

• Remove the barrel from the freez.er and insert a steel cleaning rod and jag in the 
barrel from the muzzle end and tap out the chamber cast and patching material with a 
wooden block. 

The best feature of using optical blocking alloy as a casting material is its forgiving 
nature if you botch it. Simply pour the alloy back in the can and remove it from exterior 
and interior surfaces by running bot tap water over the barrel and wiping the excess 
alloy off with a paper towel. This casting operation, if properly executed, will result in a 
perfect duplication of your chamber showing: case dimensions, freebore and rifling. 
Although it sounds a bit difficult in print, the entire process can easily be completed in 
one and a half hours, most of which is ...... 
cool down time. ~ 
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$12.95 + $3.00 postage & handling 
Mich. residents + 4% sales tax 

BOB KRIEGER, INC. 
Master Gunsmith HG 

2271 Star Court . Rochester Hills, Ml 48309 
(313) 853·6171 

357/44 B & D 
CONVERSIONS 

217 ·429·2290 

BROCHURE · $1 .00 

32 H & R MAGNUM (308 & 312) 
Custom swaged in weight you want, 

'

also cas. t b.u.llets and. reloaded ammo. 
·send $1.00 for literature. 

~ ~J\loloc Bullets 
,_ - PO. 801 1!10-AH 

.....__..; Turlock. CA 95380 

RECEIVE YOUR FREE COPY OF 
Gun List 

America's Only Indexed 
Firearms Publication Especially 

For The Gun Collector 
Find the guns you want for your col

lection fast and easy with this unique 
monthly publication. More than 10,000 
guns for sale in each issue. 

Offer good to U.S. addresses only. 
Expires April 30, 1989 

Write to: Gun Ust Dept. ATL 
700 E. State St., Iola, WI 54990 
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INDUSTRY INSIDER 
CAMERON HOPKINS 

COLT LOSES CONTRACT FOR M·16 RIFLE 
WHILE SPRINGFIELD GAINS .45 MARKET 

Colt Firearms lost the M-16 rifle con
tract to Fabrique Nationale , the Bel

gian maker of the famous Browning Hi
Power and FN-FAL battle rifle. Colt bid 
$477 per M-16 against FN's $420. It is no 
secret that Colt has been hanging on by its 
fingernails , staying alive in large part 
thanks to the government M-16 contract . 
But Colt has other troubles too . 

Now that the UAW strike has dragged 
into its third year , the factory continues to 
have severe labor problems. The bitter 
negotiations with the union broke down 
again just as this is being written . There is 
no end in sight for the acrimonious labor 
dispute . 

The Colt handgun line is so small that a 
different barrel length on a King Cobra 
was touted in 1988 as a " new model. " Colt 
has the King Cobra , the 1911 series of au
tos , the Mustang .380 and the Python. 
That 's not much of a line compared 
to Smith's 42 models and 121 model 
variations. 

The loss of the M-16 contract leaves 
Colt to survive in that great big cold world 
of handgun manufacturing without a 
crutch. The virtual Colt monopoly on the 
.45 auto pistol is eroding with sales sag
ging. Yes , the Springfield Armory bon
anza of marketing brilliance has severely 
bitten into Colt 's former lock on the 1911 
Government Model , according to Insider 
sources. 

I suspect that Springfield has taken at 
least 30% and perhaps as much as 50% of 
Colt 's market share of the 1911. In 1986, 
Springfield produced 2,749 Government 
Models , but already in 1989 the aggressive 
firm is back-ordered for some 28,000 
pistols . 

Claiming that there have been no new 
handgun designs in 90 years , Piranha In· 
ternational is seeking investors for its pro
posed new Piranha auto pistol with a 
"hesitation blowback" action. (Really? 
The Glock 17, the H&K P-7, and the 
Korriphila all qualify as innovative new 
designs.) 

The Piranha incorporates a " new" 
magazine in front of the trigger guard-

Mauser Broomhandle, circa 1896. The 
"new" pistol also features what the maker 
calls " a much-modified , upside down Bor
chardt-style toggle"- Borchardt-Selbs
tladepistole , circa 1893. 

Uh yeah , a new pistol. But that's not 
all , get a load of the hype in the prospec
tus sent out to potential investors: 

"A problem for amateurs in the gun 
world is the cleaning and dismantling of 
their gun ... They don't know how. The 
Piranha operns [sic) like a clam shell. The 
parts may be removed in thirteen seconds. 
.. The Piranha literally cleans itself while 
it shoots." 

That I'd like to see. The Amazing Au
tomatic Bore Brush and Hoppes Dis
penser! 

"The Piranha is a gun of highly reduced 
recoil. A big recoil reduction in the gun 
industry is 5% . We are talking 85% recoil 
reduction . Yes , a high powered gun that 
has almost no kick." 

No doubt there's some beach front 
property in Oklahoma available too. But 
wait , it gets better: 

"The Piranha is a generation of gun lo
cated somewhere between the laser gun 
of the future and guns as we know them 
today. Yes, it still shoots bullets but with 
up to 85 % recoil reduction. There are two 
things gun enthusiasts look for when pur
chasing a gun , comfort and accuracy. The 
Piranha is tops in both." 

Tops in bovine excrement too! 
If you have a safe place to shoot tracers , 

i.e. no danger of fire, you can have a blast 
shooting those red-streaking rounds from 
Atlanta Discount Ammo . Handgun 
tracer ammo is hard to find, but blazing 
away- safely!- in the dark with tracers 
adds a whole new dimension of fun to 
plinking . Ten rounds of .45 , .38 Special, 
.357 Magnum and 9mm cost $6.90and100 
rounds go for $64. You can order by 
phone with a credit card at ( 404) 446-
2429. (Check your local laws . I under
stand tracers are illegal in some jurisdic
tions, probably because some politician 
defined a tracer as a nuclear warhead!) 

It 's now four years since Roger's Pistol 

of 1985 was introduced to American 
handgunners , and I still don 't see a P-85 
in local gun shops. The word I get is that 
the Ruger 9mm auto was plagued with ac
curacy problems and that Irv Stone of Bar 
Sto Precision , the renowned barrel 
maker , was consulted to remedy the 
sloppy groups . Ruger has submitted the 
P-85 to the new round of military tests for 
a pistol and that too slowed things down. 
But still,four years! 

And along those lines , yes we have no 
.41 Action Express . Neither FIE nor Ac
tion Arms , the two makers of CZ-75 
clones for the .41 AE, have guns for the 
hot auto pistol cartridge. If they bottled 
wine like some of these guys sell guns , 
we 'd just now be popping the cork on a 
tasty '75 vintage . 

If you're thinking about a new comp 
gun , hold off. A revolutionary new com
pensated 1911 is on the horizon , and I 
promise it won 't take forever to get one . 
Rob Leatham shot a prototype of a new 
Wilson Acco-Comp at the 1988 IPSC Na
tionals. The design is a quantum leap for
ward in compensator technology and 
promises to obsolete everything that 's out 
there now. 

Its radical new design is more effective 
at reducing recoil and muzzle jump, Lea
tham told the Insider. Look for a prelimi
nary report on the new Accu-Comp in the 
next issue's coverage of the IPSC match . 

The .454 Casull is an exceptional car
tridge , but what would you think of a dou
ble-action .454 revolver? An Insider 
source tells me he's working on a custom 
conversion of a revolver (he won' t say 
what , but I'll bet it's a Redhawk) for the 
potent round . 

A limited run of 5,000 stainless steel 
Model 625 revolvers from Smith & Wes
son is coming. Chambered in .45 ACP, 
the gun features a five-inch barrel with a 
heavy underlug , K-frame roundbutt grip 
and soft Pachmayr combat stocks. The 
front sight is a serrated ramp. It 's got a 
smooth , narrow trigger and adjustable 
rear sight. 

Notorious anti-gunner Carl Rowan 
skated free on charges of possessing an 
illegal handgun , which he had used to 
shoot a kid taking a late-night dip in his 
pool , when the jury deadlocked 9-3 for 
acquittal. The outspoken , gun-hating col
umnist will not face a new trial. 

Which reminds me of a joke: What do 
Minnesota Fats , Willie Mosconi and Carl 
Rowan have in common? 11111111!19-
They're all great pool shooters! ~ 
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Conventional 
hollow point 

bullet 

New Premium 
Hydra-Shok 

hollow point bullet 

© F.C.C. 1988 

You'ri new breakthrough in hollow point handgun 
ammunition. It's the new Premium® Hydra-Shok™ bullet from Federal-
. the bullet that sets new standards for handgun power and performance. 

The secret of Hydra-Shok's power is its patented hollow point 
design. Inside the hollow point is a tapered center post which, on 

impact, directs the penetration forces against the inner walls of the 
bullet cavity. This added outward force results in the most consistent 

mushroom expansion of any hollow point ammunition made. Each 
caliber and load is engineered and tested to provide Expansion +Penetration = Maximum 
Energy Transfer: And that's what makes Premium Hydra-Shok the most effective handgun 
ammunition you can buy. 

Witness the power of this exciting new bullet. Premium Hydra-Shok in 9mm Luger, 
.38 Special, .357 Magnum and .45 Auto is now available from your Federal dealer: 

• 
® 11//llllWllllA·SHOlt 

FEDERAL 
THE DRIVING FORCE IN AMMUNIT1DN. 

Federal Cartridge Company 
Anoka, MN 55303 

.:.:= 
MADE IN Tl4E U.5.A. 
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