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At Hornady, we
designed our new

RXT bullets for
handgun hunters.

=

Let us expand on that.

We'll get right to the point. We went to the drawing
board to specifically design a handgun bullet

Diamond-shaped scores on the inside
nose of the jacket assure you of rapid,
controlled expansion at all handgun velocities.

that would expand and retain weight even under
the slowest pistol velocities.

Our new RAPID EXPANSION TIP (RXT) bullets
do just that. Take it from our president, Steve
Hornady, “We found that by designing small

10MM diamond-shaped scores in the upper

SALIEER portion of our pistol bullets, we
E were able to achieve equalized energy
transfer throughout the bullet —
155 gr. HP/RXT be itin a .38 Spe(‘ld.l ora 357
.4 Magnum:’ That simply means
4 E you're assured of dependable, rapid
2 1 expansion of your bullet.
170 gr. HP/RXT Nice to know, you can depend on
Hornady for innovation. Nice to
E know, you can depend on our new
RXT handgun bullets for rapid
_ v 2009t AP expansion — hollow point or flat
i ' point — at any handgun velocity. ;
See your Hornady dealer today.

ey

- 2 SRR ey

WE'RE WHAT RELOADING IS ALL ABOUT

Homady Mfg. Co., Dept. AG2079, Box 1848, Grand Island, NE §8802

Write Hornady for a copy of our latest catalog. Include $1 and
receive our 40th Anniversary Commemorative Poster!




Proudly Presenting The . . .

5. ArMY COMMEMORATIVE4S

The first Commemorative .45 ever issued to honor the U.S. Army simultaneously marks the
retirement of this beloved “Old Warhorse,” the M1911A1 Pistol,
after 75 years of stalwart service.

The world’s most powerful military automatic pistol
honors the world’s most powerful army!

1l the enemies of the Free World in this cen-
A have heard the mighty roar and felt the

powerful blast of “Old Forty-Five,” the most
powerful military-issued pistol in history.

Three generations of Americans fought with it—
first against the Kaiser, then against the Fuhrer and
the Emperor, and twice against the Communists.

If you were born between the late 1800s and
1968, it is the symbol of your time, your day, your
age. And future Americans will look back on our
time, with reverence, as the “.45 Era.”

But now “Old Slabsides” is retiring from the
battlefields, replaced by the new 9mm pistol, so we
can fire the same ammo as our NATO Allies who
don’t have the more powerful .45.

How much longer will the .45 be made? No one
knows. But while it is, we're proud to salute the
Americans of the “.45 Era” by issuing a separate,
firing, commemorative .45 in honor of each of the
four American armed forces that carried it.

24-Karat Gold Plating

The first gun in the series honors our oldest
service branch, the U.S. Army. When you pick up
this three pound slab of steel, walnut and gold,
you'll hold the finest, firing, limited edition .45 ever
made—especially in this reasonable price category.

The select burl walnut Herrett's grips gleam as
you clearly see your reflection in the mirror-polished
slide, receiver, and ten 24-karat gold plated parts.
As a proper memorial to the Army, patriotic symbols
and inscriptions are deeply etched and 24-karat gold
plated across the slide. And your name or that of a
family member can be engraved on the reverse along
with other data, to make this gun a lasting, personal
memorial.

Limited Edition; Fires .45 ACP

The worldwide edition limit is only 1,911 guns,
in honor of the year it was adopted for military use.
This highly restricted limit guarantees rarity and
collector value. Even the serial numbers are special,

between 0001 and
1911, with the prefix
“USA’, for U.S. Army.

This is the military-model .45
M1911A1, and all parts are interchangeable
with Gl-issued guns. It is even fitted with a
rare and desirable lanyard with gold-plated
mounts. It fires .45 ACP ammo and could be
called upon to defend your home and family.

Each pistol is built by the gunsmiths
of Thompson/Auto-Ordnance, the company
founded by General John T. Thompson, who de-
veloped the .45 autoloading cartridge, helped de-
velop the .45 pistol and who invented the Thompson
Submachine Gun. NRA test firings of their .45 show
accuracy “significantly better than the average as-
issued M1911.”

To proudly wall mount or desktop display this
museum quality firearm, a velvet lined, furniture-
finished walnut case, measuring 14" x 8" x 3" is avail-
able. The glass lid and the concealed lock protect
your investment from dust and unauthorized han-
dling.

Three other .45 commemoratives, honoring the
U.S. Marine Corps, U.S. and U.S. Air Force,
are also available. Each has different exotic wood
grips, historical etchings, medallions, lanyard and
case liner colors and serial number prefixes appro-
priate to each service branch, to make all four .45s

/ TO MY SON, JOHN JR.
FROM JOHN R. WILLIAMS, 5R.-1989

Personalized engraving available on right side of slide.

distinctive. Matching serial numbers for all four
guns are available, as is a master case that holds and
displays all four cases. The entire set of four is called
*“The Armed Forces Commemorative .45 Collection.”

Satisfaction Guaranteed

This is available exclusively from The American
Historical Foundation. When you reserve, you will
be made a Member. If you do not have a Federal
Firearms License, we will coordinate delivery
through your local firearms dealer after your reser-
vation is received here. If you have an FFL, send a
signed copy with your reservation. Satisfaction is
guaranteed or you may return it within 30 days for a

© AHF

full refund.

Your ownership and display of this museum-
grade firearm today—and as a family heirloom to-
morrow—says you're proud of our American mili-

RESERVATION
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return in 30 days for Full Refund
To: The American Historical Foundal
1142 West Grace Street, Dept. G25
Richmond, Virginia 23220
Telephone: (804) 353-1812

Yes, | wish to reserve the fi
Commemorativ
1 will also receiv
ship in the Founda

tisfaction guarante
— Entire Series — Army —
—— Marine Corps —— Air Force
[ My deposit (or credit card authorization) of $95 is sed.
Please [] charge or [] invoice the balance due . . .
[ in five monthl ; 80, [Jin full.
[0 My payment C
case, add $85
[ Please also send the optional walnut display case, at $85
for each Pistol reserved.

[] Please personalize my .45, at 525; send the Engraving
Form at once.

Daytime Telephone | ..
For Visa, MasterCard or
number, expiration date and signa
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PACT MKIII

r"

TRAIN WITH THE BEST

The $64.00 question

What do shooters like Rob Letham, Jerry
Barnhart, John Pride, Charles Grabbatin,
Brian Enos and Chip McCormick have in
common, besides winning a pistol match or
two? They all train with PACT Championship
Timers. Now let’s face it, these guys can
have any timer they want. So maybe there's
a reason why they choose PACT, over all
others, for their vital practice sessions.

Why do | need a timer?

Whether you are training for competition
or self defense; if you are going to improve
you've got to keep track of the two elements
of marksmanship that you are striving to
master: accuracy and speed. Would you
consider practicing without a target? Of
course not, because without a target you
have no measure of your accuracy. By the
same token, without a timer, you have no
accurate measurement of your speed and no
way to tell if a given technique is helping or
hindering your progress.

Of course shooting timers, like guns, are
not created equal. A well designed shooting
timer is an invaluable training aid which will
dramatically improve your practice sessions.
A poorly designed timer, with functions that
are inconvenient or difficult to use, becomes
nothing more than an expensive buzz box
that distracts you from your shooting each
time you use it.

Advanced display

The PACT MKIII featues an advanced 32
character display instead of the four digit
display commonly found on other timers and
cheap alarm clocks (sorry guys, but facts are
facts). This display allows the MKIII to display
all of the information about a given shot (shot
number, split time, total time) at a glance and
eliminates the hassle of having to “‘toggle"
back and forth between functions in order to
review your shot string.

Full function keypad
Our 32 character display and 16 key
keypad make the MKIIl about as easy to use
as your pocket calculator. For example to

enter a 'PAR TIME" of four seconds, simply
push “PAR."” the MKIIl will ask you to
“ENTER PAR TIME AND PRESS SET" so
you push “‘4,” “SET." Want to change it to
six seconds? Push "PAR,"” ''6,"” “SET," it's
that simple!

A few of our features

e A buzzer that's loud enough to hear
with your earphones on

= Sensitivity of shot detector is adjustable

* |nstant GO or adjustable fixed or
random delay

* 999.99 second time limit

e Automatic Comstock function

¢ Lap function

Order Today

TOLL FREE...800 PACT INC
(in Texas 214-641-0049)

By Phone: We are happy to answer
your questions and take your order. We
accept Visa, MC and COD orders.*

PACT MK o oo e $279
CHRONO-MOD with Skyscreens
(Optlonal- ol s e sl i $49
Skyscreen Bracket

(optional but nice). ............ $24
Battery Powered Printer. ...... $125

Extra Printer Paper (6 rools)....$12
Extra Skyscreens.$15 each $25 pair
Skyscreen Housings$2.50 each 4 for $9

*Shipping & Insurance $4.50 UPS
ground/$10 UPS 2nd day air. Extra
shipping for bracket (separate package)
$3 ground/$6 2nd day air. Bank service
charge for VISA/MC. COD fee $2. Write
or call for foreign rates. Texas residents
add appropriate sales tax.

Brochure Available covering the PACT
product line of shooting timers and
chronographs, $1.00.

P. O. Box 531525
Grand Prairie, TX 75053

* 9 Volt battery

* Advanced training functions allow
simulation of complex courses of fire

e Two stop plate inputs. Man vs Man mode
gives both shooters total times, who
won and margin of victory.

¢ Auxiliary output drives relay for horns,
lights, moving targets, etc.

¢ Drives optional battery powered printer

$49.00 Chronograph
“The finest Chronograph | have ever used”
... Ross Seyfried

By having the $49 CHRONO-MOD
(skyscreens included) installed in your MKIlI,
you enable it to double as the best portable
chronograph on the market. When operated
as a chronograph, the MKIIl performs all of
the functions of the PACT Precision
Chronograph and includes our new Glint
Guard™ pat. pend. detection circuitry. In ad-
dition the MKIIl will automatically calculate
the power factor of each round fired.

30 Day Money Back Guarantee

We designed the MKIII, we build it, and we
sell it factory direct to you. We take full
responsibility for your satisfaction. If you are
not 100% satisfied with any PACT product,
return it to us undamaged (no fair driving over
it) within 30 days, and we will refund your
money. That's our promise and you can
depend on it.

Lifetime Warranty
The MKIII features a real simple repair
policy. If it breaks due to a defective part or
faulty workmanship we'll fix it free. If you
break it (people really have driven over them,
ask Mickey Fowler) we will fix it for cost. No
hassles and no questions asked.

Shop Around & Call Us Last

Before you buy a shooting timer take the
time to do a little research. Call the different
manufacturers and get their literature.
Compare each timer feature for feature and
watch out for bizarre operational limitations,
like the inability to review shots when using
a PAR time or the requirement for two
machines to run a Man vs Man event. You'll
find that dollar for dollar and feature for
feature the PACT MKIII gives you more
honest ‘'bang for the buck’’ than any other
shooting timer on the market.

PACT, MKIll, CHRONO-MOD and GLINT GUARD are trademarks of Practical Applied Computer Technology, Inc.
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;No other firearms manufacturer can match the winning tradition and legendary quality of Springfield Armory’s gold medal family of pistols.

1911-A1 PISTOL
It's a winner by any definition. The Springfield 1911-A1 is the
choice of the world's top action shooters, including 1988 World

and National Champion Rob Leatham. Winners choose winners,

and the Springfield 1911-A1 is “The Winners' Choice”,

NEW! P9 DOUBLE ACTION PISTOL

Springfield’s P9 is an exact double of the famed Czech CZ-75. With
a high capacity sixteen-round magazine, slim profile grips, and a
selective double/single action that allows it to be carried “cocked
and locked”, the P9 is “the best of the best”. There's even a
standard and a compact size. Want to be a winner at the 9mm
game? Say “Czechmate”, and the game is yours.

OMEGA 10MM PISTOL
The Springfield OMEGA was the first production pistol capable of
effectively handling high performance 10mm ammunition. Optional

Sl

ear protection when

The Oldest Name In American Firearms

SPHINLHEIURHEMURYE

Section SR-23 m 420 West Main Street ® Geneseo, lllinois 61254 m (309)944-5631

.38 Super and .45 ACP are also available, and dual extractors make
interchangability of calibers a reality. The Springfield OMEGA. It's
the “Perfect Ten".

NEW! 1911-A2 S.A.S.S.

Springfield’s patented design for an affordable, single shot tack
driver is the perfect choice for hunting or IHMSA shooting. With
interchangeable barrels in eight different calibers and two different
lengths, S.A.S.S. is the epitome of versatility. From steel rams to big
horn sheep, S.A.S.S. is the perfect choice—all in one shot.

See the complete line of Springfield Armory's firearms, including
the M1A, SAR-48, and SAR-3 rifles, at any Authorized Springfield
Retailer. Or, send $3 for our 1989 four-color thirty-six page catalog.

form Springfield Armory, Always wear eye and g
Use only factory recommended ammunition



WHY AN OUTSTANDING
AMERICAN HANDGUNNER READS
AMERICAN HANDGUNMER:

pick Casull

wventor: _
1254 Casull cartridge.
esigners:
greedom ArmsS 454 Ccasull

evolver the " world’'s mosb
P § i
powerful pevolver.

Ll .ne American
198%;;;51?”& n recog;m;zlon
HaI’rll's contribut.ion to t.r}e tsigl .
01;” hlandg\mmng for & hfeil £
céledica.t.ion to impmvmg

kable
in his pema.I‘
cullnma‘t’mg

' -gction
idge and single B
i?\;tcfll\?egr made by Freedom A

You would think a serious inventor like Dick Casull HERE'S WHAT YOU'LL GET IN
reads American Handgunner just fo stay on top of
the latest handgun design trends.

AmEricAN HANDGUNNER:
And one might also suspect that he uses the hand-

@ Pistolsmithing - a look at techniques
and custom accessories designed by the
loading information in each issue to develop and test world's top pistolsmiths to get the most
his own more powerful loads for the .454. out of a gun.
While it is true that Mr. Casull does read Ameri-

® Cop Talk & Ayoob Files - noted
can Handgunner o stay in the forefront of handgun C’Uj’:'" "”g ""‘: e"’corjemem e"fe’f Mas-
design technology it's also true that he reads it for an- sac/lyoon JORSE seuEl B0 SiRenaling,
other morerimperkntimasen; sometimes violent tour of police cases in-
Like so many other "handgunners," Dick Casull

volving armed confrontation.
; ® Insights Info IPSC - how to get in-
reads American Handgunner for enjoyment.

volved, how to shoot competitively.
Every issue helps him and thousands of other "hand-

gunners" like him enjoy handgunning even more.

If an Outstanding American Handgunner like Dick

Casull enjoys reading American Handgunner,

® Handgun Hunting - the latest gadgets,
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or write P.O. Box 16439,

San Diego, CA 92116. n“nG“"NEH



Competition Electronic’s fafnily of
Prolimers and Prolachs is right
on target for performance and price.

ProTimer I11™

* Easy operation. Just turn it on and
start shooting for most common
operation modes.

* Automatically selects shot
detection and stop plate switch
operations. Par time available
on shot and stop plate modes.

* Bold LCD display and touch pad
controls on top of unit provide
convenient viewing/operation.

* Features low-frequency buzzer or
optional high-frequency buzzer.

* Lightweight custom-molded
housing with clear dust cover
top seals out contamination.

* Coupling jack for man-on-man
or remote start.

* Powered by 9-volt alkaline battery
in easy access compartment.

All this performance for only
$225.00.

ProTach” Chronograph

* Portable easy to set-up on table or
standard camera tripod. Indoor/
outdoor capability.

* Records number of shots, velocity
from shot-to-shot without
resetting, and average velocity
per shot string.

* Provides direct velocity readouts
from 75 to 4500 fps with accuracy
to1/2%.

* Large LCD display for positive
viewing from firing position.
Display includes low battery
indicator.

« Diffuser hoods included to assist
built-in skyscreens on bright days.

* Powered by 9-volt alkaline battery.

* Optional remote control allows
resetting for number of shots and
average velocity from up to 20 ft.

Now only $129.95.

ProTach”™ CLASSIC
Chronograph

* The classic down-range sensor
features full-function readout at
shooting position.

* Easy set-up and operation for
indoor/outdoor use. Pre-assembled
sensors mount on standard
camera tripod.

* Displays high and low velocities,
extreme spread, standard
deviation, average velocity,
shot number and average shot
velocities.

* 75 to 4500 fps velocity range with
accuracy to within 1/2%.

* Memory stores up to 24 shots,
calculates up to 211 shots.

* Edit function allows removal of
unwanted velocities from shot
string.

c Competition Electronics, Inc.
2542 Point O’ Woods Rockford, IL 61111

* True, standard deviation.

* Large LCD display with low battery
indicator.

* Powered by 9-volt alkaline battery.

» Diffuser hoods included for bright
days.

Complete, ready-to-use at just
$189.95.

ProINT"

* All the outstanding features of our
ProTimer Il and ProTach CLASSIC
combined in one economical unit.

* It's your best value for the ultimate
in precision, reliable performance.

Only $325.00.

All of our products feature...

* 30 day money-back guarantee
* One year limited warranty

* 5 day turnaround service policy

ORDER NOW!

Call Toll-Free 1-800-222-3845.

Visa, MasterCard and COD accepted.
lllinois residents add 6-1/4% sales
tax. Add $4.50 for shipping and
handling. Certified check or money
order by mail.
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MIKES

by Michaels of Oregon

VERTICAL Shoulder Hol-
ster is secured by an
onside belt loop, a com-
fortable shoulder har-
ness and an offside tie-
down that accepts 1 or
2 belt accessories.

HORIZONTAL Shoulder
Holster has comfortable
and thin shoulder har-
ness, onside tie-down
plus offside tie-down
that accepts 1 or 2

| accessories,

UNDERCOVER Horizon-
tal Shoulder Holster is
super concealable and
controlled by light-
weight harness with
elastic back strap.
Removable onside tie-
down strap included.

SUPER BELT SLIDE Hol-
ster snugs gun against

4| yourside ina high ride,

forward draw configura-
tion. Extra-thin profile
with belt loops on both
sides so trouser belt
can pass inside or out-
side the holster.

Whether you carry a handgun
for law enforcement, personal pro-
tection or sport, your own security
and protection for the gun are only
as good as your holster.

SIDEKICK®™ nylon shoulder
holsters, belt models and conceal-
ment rigs all have the same things in
common . . . they fit the gun properly,
they fit you properly, and they pro-
vide quick access in any situation.

Made in the U.S.A. of rugged
1000-denier Cordura® nylon, water-
proof closed-cell foam padding and
smooth nylon lining, SIDEKICK
holsters have a built-in “memory.”
The patented laminated construc-
tion holds the gun snugly and se-
curely, but returns to its original
shape when the gun is removed.

Lightweight, compact and
silent, SIDEKICK holsters disap-
pear under your jacket and fit so
well you can wear them for hours.

Because the material used in
SIDEKICK holsters won't hold mois-
ture and is non-abrasive, there is
nothing to start rust or harm the
gun’s blueing.

Ask your gun or sporting goods
dealer to show you the SIDEKICK
holster best suited to your needs.

SIDEKICK SECURI'I'Y

DUTY HOLSTERS A new
duty holster for autos
joins the revolver model
to offer law enforcement
officers a lightweight,
secure and easy-to-
draw rig for either style
handgun. “Uncle Mike's
now offers a complete
holster-belt-accessory
system for all officers.

INSIDE-THE-PANT Hol-
ster has black steel clip
to hold gun inside waist-
band. Ultra-thin lami-
nate won't chafe, allows
quick access.

ANKLE Holster is the
most comfortable
concealment rig of its
type. Harness attaches
to calf of leg and is se-
cured by Velcro®.

Can be worn in comfort
for hours.

Send $2.00 for 40-page
color catalog to Michaels
of Oregon, Dept. AHG-17
P.O. Box 13010, Portland,
OR 97213,

By Michaais of Oregon

NAME

ADDRESS

|
l
|
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SPEAK OUT

Bleeding Heart
Commies

It seems we have a few bleeding hearts
who read this fine magazine. They con-
demn Colonel Charles Askins (for his ar-
ticle in the March/April 1989 issue) who
risked his life doing a job he was trained
to do to keep this great country free from
tyrants, outlaws and scum.

While these idiots set back on their ass
and enjoy all the freedom, such men as
Askins fought to preserve it. They should
not even be allowed to live in such a coun-
try as the United States of America.

In my opinion, they are commies. I
have no use whatever for people like this.
I am a red blooded American.

Print my letter in your magazine for all
the bleeding hearts to read or I will cancel
my subscription. OK? These idiots make
me mad.

Bruce Thurmond
Sullivan, Mo.

Askins for President

Colonel Askins writes it like it was! To-
day’s method of handling murderers and
dopers encourage scum to overlook the
laws.

They know they have nothing to fear.

I say nominate Col. Askins for presi-
dent or at least attorney general.

Ben Mishler
Phoenix, Ariz.

Spineless Wimps
Chastise
Truly Fine American

I was appalled at the number of letters
written—Dby gun owners yet!— chastising
Col. Askins for his article in the March/
April 1989 issue. Not only was the article
well written from the heart of a truly fine
American, but also it expressed what
Americans everywhere should be like.

It’s deplorable that the breed of man
like Col. Askins is passing from the
American soil and even more deplorable
that these men are being replaced by a
bunch of spineless wimps.

If American freedom’s security rests on
the shoulders of those wimps, I'd better
learn to speak Spanish and go into drug
dealing in order to stay on the winning
side.

I was especially irritated by a letter
from a man in the Midwest (as a Midwes-
terner, he really should know better).

This man had the audacity to accuse Col.
Askins of ignoring morality and the law
for 50 years.

If we had more Col. Askinses around,
there wouldn’t be such a terrible crime
wave in the U.S.

Like Askins, I refuse to submit as a pas-
sive victim of crime. If some creep breaks
into my home, he’ll receive the contents
of a 20 round magazine, then I'll vacuum
up what'’s left. I'll rest contented knowing
that another dirt bag is permanently off
the streets.

In closing, I just want to urge gun own-
ing Americans everywhere to stand up for
their Constitutional rights, don’t be pas-
sive victims and always “Vote Your Gun
Rights™

Gregory McCullough
Homer, Alaska

Cowpoke’s Two Centis

The protests you’ve already received
about Col. Askins’ article in your March/
April issue are probably more eloquently
and completely stated than anything I
could come up with. But I wanted to add
my vote.

I cowboy for a living, riding and work-
ing out of a solitary cowcamp for five to
six months of every year. A handgun is as
regular a part of my wardrobe as chaps,
spurs and hat. I'm comfortable with that.

I believe the mentality Askins dis-
played does as much to fuel the anti-gun
fires as any gun-related crime committed.
Please, Col. Askins, for all of us who qui-
etly, sanely and sensibly carry a gun, hang
up your pen.

Louise Wolgemuth
La Jara, Colo.

G'Day Mate

Just a note from Down Under to let you
know that American Handgunner is much
appreciated here.

Your forthrightly objective editorial
policy and superb graphics are particu-
larly refreshing especially when compared
to that other periodical which lacks Guts
and Authority.

Thanks again for an excellent maga-
zine.

A.R. Purdy
Kilsyth, Australia
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ELTE SIDEKICK
Belt Accessories

Single or Double
Speedloader Pouch,
with Velcro® flap.

...AND AMMO AT
YOUR FINGERTIPS

Whether you
carry a revolver
or auto, you
need quick
access to extra
ammo. Made of
tough Cordura®
nylon and practi-
cally indestructi-
ble nylon web,
SIDEKICK ammo
carriers hold ammunition silently
and securely. Belt loops
fit over holster or
trouser belt, or

Single or Double Pistol
Clip Pouch for .45 or
9mm clips; Velcro flap.

on the offside

tie-downs of

SIDEKICK verticali

and horizontal

";‘;T:Hi;: shoulder hoister_s.
AAand All accessories in

AAA sizes. camouflage or black.

Handgun
Cartrid?e
Slide with six
elastic cartridge loops.

Folding Handgun
Cartridge Carrier
holds 12 cartridges;
compact and silent.
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/2 CHIP McCORMICK'S o
PERFORMANCE SUPPLY :
USA’s No. 1 Hi-Performance M-1911 Products

CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-

OTING]

328-CHIP

M-1911 (EDM) HAMMERS & SEARS

ACCURACY and SPEED SHOOTING competitors demand

~ the very best when VICTORY is measured in thousands of an
inch or hundreds of a second. These M-1911 hammers & sears
are state-of-the-art products made with state-of-the-art technolo-
gies of the future. To the shoorer this means the best trigger pull

ever felt. To the
gunsmith it means
superior results
with much

®/ nstoft Model L€58 shoptime.

$76.00

Computer Assisted Design (CAD)
Electron Discharge M

Profile tolerance .001
NEVER A CASTING FLAW

Perfect parallelism between pivot hole

Machined (EDM)

and all other fearures
» Sear—correct geometry

Made from A-6 tool steel plate stock

Z ( 2)
L. Full-cock correctly =
located and factory | b e
polished /J S b
. Half-cock shaped to <\ C W
protect sear
. Cocking pad clears low // l‘i.f
mount bomar '\_yf rnrmumc
4. Sides narrowed to clear ™ .,,{,/
slide "\ A=
5. Strut hole correctly
locared
. Proven competition
angles— POLISHED
. Relief area for half-cock
8. Pad to adjust
“Take-up”.
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PAT PENDING

These features precision prepped

KEN TAPP — 88 Masters Champ—“When my trigger finger talks, I listen. It tells me

these hammers and sears are a must for the serious shooter.”

CHIP McCORMICK —86 & 88 Steel Challenge Champ —

“You'll listen too, when you

experience the unmatched trigger pull. Competitors, for the easiest way to increase.
scores and/or shoot faster times, use these products.”

STEVE NASTOFF — Master Gunsmith—“You'll see a lot of cheaper, inferior copies. The
Nastoff spur design is MY trademark and I wouldn’t be associated with anything but the

VERY BEST.”

= These parts are designed o be msralled and safery checked by experienced professional pistolsmiths, for

8rd —.45 acp & 10rd —.38 Supe ¢ _
Added Performance is the Name of the Game

SHOOTING STAR MAGS

CHOICE OF CHAMPIONS

All METAL CONSTRUCTION insures long lasting performance.
Competitors choose a proven design for the big matches. This

unique patented follower has been

winning for 8 years:

82 |E‘5L Combar Natl's

] “ombat Natl's

“ombar Natl's

“ombar Natl's

: SC Combar Natl's

87 |P"|(, Combar Natl's

88 IPSC Combar Natl's
SC Combar World
SC Combar World

88 IPSC Combat World

82 IPSC Indoor Natl's

83 IPSC Indoor Natl's

84 IPSC Indoor Natl's

85 IPSC Indoor 5

86 IPSC Indoor s

87 IPSC Indoor Natl's

88 IPSC Indoor Natl's

Brian Enos
Chip McCormick

ORDERS ONLY

'«‘ Steel Challenge
83 Steel Challenge
84 Sreel Challenge
85 Steel Challenge
86 Steel Challenge
87 Sreel Challenge
88 Steel Challenge
86 West Coast IPSC
87 West Coast IPSC
88 West Coast [PSC
84 Florid:

85 Florida Invt'l
86 Flo nvt'l
87 Flo nvt']
88 Flo nvt'l

Rob Leatham
Jerry Barnhart

J. Michael Plaxco
Ken Tapp

g in 48 States

add 8% tax

ll[:%l ERS SEND FFL

wse by competitons in sanctioned comperinions.

ags —Conversion Kits to Add 1rd

Standard Length
M-1911 Competition

Magazines 4
8rd—-.45 Stainless $22.95
Brd— .45 Stainless

.45 Gov't & Officers wiBase Pad 24.95
Conversion Kies Brd- .45 Blue 19.95
8rd - .45 Blue w/Base
Pad 21.95
I0rd—.38 Stainless 27.95
10rd - . 38 Stainless
w/Base Pad 29.95
10rd —. 38 Blue 24.95
10rd — . 38 Blue w/Base
Pad 26.95

Conversion Kits—
(adds 1rd to standard
mags)

Srd—.45 (Gov't) $10.95
Trd—.45 (Officers) 10.95
10rd=.38 (Gov't)  12.95
8rd—.45 (S1G 220) 12.95
Shaw Base Pad w/

Screws 2.50

1-800-328-CHIP FREE SHIPPING

Chip McCormick Corp.

Austin, TX 78749
(512) 280-3320

117 A 7506 Bender Drive

Delighted With Dillon

I’'ve had a Dillon Square Deal press for
two years and have used it regularly with
no problems. However, I began shooting
a 10mm and since the 10mm is new I've
been having problems finding reloading
components.

I took my troubles to Randy Korlec of
Dillon Precision in late 1987 and he told
me Dillon was seriously considering mak-
ing precision 10mm dies, but was still in
the planning stages.

In checking with Randy eight months
later, he told me Dillon went ahead with
the plan and had 10mm dies. I was
thrilled!

But then I learned the 10mm dies would
not fit my Square Deal press. I was sick at
the thought of entering another season of
competitive shooting with a single-stage
press for my 10mm.

I told Randy I'd sell my Square Deal
and buy a 550B which would allow me to
reload 10mm on a progressive press. He
suggested that I pack up my Square Deal
and send it back and Dillon would put the
price of it toward my 550B!

But I explained that there was nothing
wrong with the Square Deal and, besides,
I had other dies for it. “No problem,”
Randy said, “Send them in too and we'll
exchange them for dies that fit the 550B
press.”

So, gentlemen, what company genu-
inely cares about their customer’s needs
and goes out of its way to satisfy him?
Dillon, that’s who!

Richard Edwards
Billings, Mont.

Shocked With Ayoob

I read with shock Massad Ayoob’s Cop
Talk column defending the Beretta 92 pis-
tol (May/June 1989).

If Ayoob feels the Beretta 92 is such a
good service pistol for military or police
use, why does he not use it for duty? He
says the weapon does not fit his hand.
Hah!

Does he feels it fits everyone else’s
hand?

Once again, the Pentagon has flubbed

| up. What do they expect the soldier to do

after firing 3,000 rounds in combat in the
jungle somewhere? Turn it in for another
deficient weapon?

Horse cookies!

We need to return to a more efficient
weapon and retire these pains. The Ber-
etta 92-F is very little better than nothing.

B. Dixon
Guthrie, Okla.

World Class Service

I really enjoyed your recent article
(May/June 1989) on George Huening and
his World Class pistol. It was an accurate
and well-deserved writeup. I can say this
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Our sons...our brothers. ..our friends.

Their lives touched us all.
Because, above all else, they
were Americans. And now,
in honor of their spirit and
their sacrifice, the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial Fund
presents the official
reproduction of our nation’s
most visited monumental
sculpture. Created in the
proud tradition of monu-
mental bronzes under the
supervision of Frederick

E. Hart, the artist who
sculpted the original.

The Official Vietnam
Veterans Memorial Bronze.
Individually hand-cast in
cold-cast bronze, a special
sculptor’s blend of
powdered bronze and resins
to capture every dramatic
detail. Hand-finished toa

rich patina to emphasize e T, T — A,
the character of the T e ' o g
sculpture. Priced at $295. - e D—
A e : " 5 ; it s
4 ‘;v- b e e e .
Shown smaller than actual ; . o b
size 0 9%2" in height. (oY .
Hardwood base included. W

.'-h. ! - f ! ;,‘
Sculpture © F. E. Hart S‘\ﬁ"\ - . e ssirbf A AUNE

and V.V.M.F. 1984, A T R T T T R R @eary

o R DIE B SR 2ase mail by August 31, 1989.
The Franklin Mint

Signature
Vietnam Veterans Memorial

ilptu ady i

for a deposit of

. 1 . . ~h afrn v d ¥
our monthly ins s ; Vi Address

Ciry, State, Zip
11124-70




because I recently took delivery of one of
his guns.

From a cosmetic, functional and accu-
racy standpoint, George’s modular pistol
is near perfection. But, believe it or not,
getting there was half the fun.

Throughout the ordering and fabrica-
tion phases of the project, George treats
you in a truly professional manner. For
example: phone calls were promptly re-
turned; questions were asked and answers
were listened to; but most of all, all com-
mitments and delivery dates were met.

After delivery he followed up to make
sure everything was to my satisfaction.
Believe me, it was (and still is)!

I can fully recommend George and his
work as they are both truly world class.
Now, if he could only develop an Aim-
point that locks onto the X-ring and a trig-
ger mechanism that would prevent me
from jerking . . .

Jim O’Young
Sunnyvale, Calif.

Teenage Reader:
Shooting
is Better Than Drugs

Let me start off by saying that I think
American Handgunner is the best hand-
gun publication in the U.S.A. You com-
bine all the aspects of the sport of
handgunning into one nice, neat package
instead of dwelling on one specific boring
topic like self-defense or collecting.

I don’t subscribe to your magazine, but
I buy it off the newsstand with my lunch
money. You see, I am a 14-year-old boy
who started shooting when I was 12 with
alittle High Standard .22 Magnum derrin-
ger.

I believe that shooting is a better way
to have fun than drugs or alcohol. I can’t
seem to grasp the concept of people trying
to ban guns when there are those bigger
problems.

I see kids wasted on drugs every day at
my high school, their lives ruined. The
people who are trying to ban handguns
should try getting rid of drugs in this coun-
try instead of guns.

They say that a violent crime is commit-
ted every day with a gun. What they don’t
say is that these crimes are committed by
junkies. Now maybe you can tell me
where the problem lies— guns or drugs.

When I am 21, I hope there will still be
guns around and not drugs.

Eric Kelley
Monticello, Ind.

IPSC: Irrational People
Squabbling Constantly

I will buy the beer if you will bring Rob
Leatham and Cameron Hopkins to the ta-
ble for an arg. .., well, discussion on
IPSC shooting.

In his column in the March/April 1989
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issue, Mr. Leatham congratulates the
1988 IPSC Nationals for a lack of major
problems. One sentence caught my eye:
“Where were the standard smears? ‘The
course of fire’s not realistic.” (As if that
was significant in a sporting event any-
way.).”” (My italics)

Mr. Hopkins, covering the same match
in the May/June 1989 issue advises, ““Re-
alistic scenarios that simulate the defensive
use of a handgun give life to IPSC shoot-
ing.” (My italics)

Seriously, a round table discussion on
the current status of IPSC competition
would be most enlightening. I'm sure
Dave Anderson and a number of other
shooters and theoreticians could present
valid points of view also.

In my six years of competition there
have been many changes. Where are the
Cooper Tunnel, the Wailing Wall, the
Rhodesian Wall, etc.? Even assault
courses have become bland. Dozens of
“no-shoots,” always a double tap to test
the latest in compensators. Carrying your
buddy by the belt? Let’s get serious.

If the president of IPSC refuses to sanc-
tion the course of fire of USPSA’s nation-
als and singles out USPSA as an example
of bad course design, what has happened?

All international competitions (golf,
tennis, the Olympics) operate under uni-
form rules from country to country.
Should the US members flout the inter-
national organization or would it be better
for USPSA to go its own way and develop
its own rules?

Perhaps USPSA could become
ASPPC, the American Somewhat Practi-
cal Pistol Association.

Dudley S. Thomas
Newburgh, Ind.

Beneath Contempt

I feel compelled to take issue with Mas-
sad Ayoob’s characterization of certain
employees at Smith & Wesson. In his ar-
ticle on recent changes at Smith in the
May/June issue, he observed that ““affirm-
ative action employees (were) more inter-
ested in their paychecks than a heritage of
quality” (p.73).

This type of back-handed “good old
boy”’ racism is beneath contempt. It
surely has no place in a publication which
claims to represent the American Hand-
gunner. I do believe that includes people
of all colors, doesn’t it?

Jeffery A. Fong
Seattle, Wa.

Ayoob replies: The quality control
problems as related to affirmative action at
S&W had nothing to do with race. They
had everything to do with expedience: to
get the gov't contracts of the early Nam
years, S&W under Bangor Punta filled the
quotas with people hired too quickly to be
trained to the old standard of ‘skilled
craftsmen paid only for perfect pieces.’

Affirmative action hiring—done too
precipitously—was a symptom rather than

a cause of S&W’s well-known QC plunge
in the '60s. Today’s much better-led S&W
team under Tompkins, Ltd. is imbued with
far greater pride in workmanship.”

Felon Says He’ll Get
Firearms lllegally

I’'m a convicted criminal, yet before my
conviction I had no prior felony convic-
tions. That allowed me the authorization
to have a license and/or permit to buy and
carry a firearm whether there was a wait-
ing period or not. How many of these peo-
ple who have tried to kill policemen and
massacred children were felons?

My point is that most criminals received
guns illegally and still will. Now I'm a
felon, I cannot own a firearm legally.

So for example, let’s say I buy one, any-
where, it’s illegal. But I, the criminal, still
have one. I cannot use it legally for self-
defense, for my family, for food, so I can
only use it for crime, whether being beat
to death while my family is robbed, raped
and killed.

My crime is not murder, rape or rob-
bery, but I'll get a firearm illegally to pro-
tect my family and myself.

Anton Omar LePanto

#18470-013

U.S. Penitentiary

Lompoc, Calif.

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER WELCOMES /et-
ters fo the editor of no more than 350 words. Letters
must include the writer’s full name and oddress.
Letters must be signed by the writer. Typewritten
letters are preferred, but legible handwriting is
acceﬂl‘:bla. Send your lefters fo Speak Out, Ameri-

can unner, 591 Camino la Reina, Suite
200, San Diego, CA, 92108.

Stalking the Killer
Tomerdo

hose who decry hunting are bother-

some enough, but these animal
“rights’” activists are stretching the point
a bit. (How can a moose have “rights?”
The United States Constitution enumer-
ates many things, but it’s hard to imagine
our Founding Fathers envisioning wood-
chucks and barn rats created equally with
people.)

Whether you hunt or not is beside the
point. These extremists do not limit their
activism to anti-hunting—they hold that
eating a T-bone is immoral and scientific
animal research is unethical. We have yet
to determine if stepping on a bug is tanta-
mount to Murder One, but we presume it
is also **cruel.”

In a ridiculous letter betraying their
absurd views, People for the Ethical
Treatment of Animals writes to handgun
hunter Ted Nugent to object to his hunt-
ing. PETA’s Teresa L. Gibbs says:

“I am hopeful that, upon reflection,
you will be eager to switch to a more
humane, healthy pastime such as hunting
down and collecting wild vegetables and
fruits.”

Pass the shovel, we're hot on the trail
of a killer tomato!
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BOOK
REVIEWS

Soviet Russian Postwar Military Pistols
and Cartridges, 1945-1986 by Fred A.
Datig. Hardbound, format 8% by 11
inches. 152 pages, profusely illustrated.
Handgun Press, Box 406, Glenview, IL
60025. $32.95 postpaid.

can remember, about 35 years ago,

buying my first hardbound gun book—
Fred Datig’s volume on the Luger. At
about the same time, Mr. Datig had al-
ready begun his research on the military
weapons of Soviet Russia. The result of
these long vears of assembling hard-to-
obtain data is an ambitious project: Eigh-
teen volumes in a series entitled The His-
tory and Development of Imperial and
Soviet Russian Military Small Arms and
Ammunition, 1700—-1986.

The first book of the series to be pub-
lished, the one we are covering here, is
actually Volume 16. The title describes its
contents, and it covers a group of pistols
that have received minimal book and ar-
ticle treatment in the western world. The
Makarov, the Stechkin, and the new PSM
pistol are here in great detail. This in-
cludes not only mechanical data, but also
the historical background and such minu-
tiae as markings, proofs and variations, an
area of great interest to collectors.

In addition to this, there is a fascinating
chapter on clandestine weapons which
will be read with interest by both gun peo-
ple and military historians. Cloak-and-
dagger items of this type have figured in
several post-war assassinations, and the
facts assembled by Datig show clearly that
the “cyanide bullet™ is not a myth.

The final chapter gives a full treatment
to the postwar Soviet pistol cartridges,
and includes data on the original German
rounds, such as the 9mm Ultra, from
which they were developed. Throughout
the book, you are acquainted with the
principal Russian designers—Tokarev,
Korovin, Makarov, Stechkin—and those
of more recent renown, such as Lashnev,
Simarin, and Kulikov. And, the female
designer of the 5.45mm PSM cartridge,
A. D. Denisova.

Speaking for myself, I was especially in-
terested in the line drawings at the front
of the book, showing the early prototype
test pistols by Korovin, Prilutsky, and
Voyevodin. Mr. Datig’s writing style has

not changed over the years—the tone is |

Encyclopaedia Brittanica—but then, he’s
not trying to entertain. His purpose is to
inform. As usual, he does this well. This
book will become the standard reference
on Soviet pistols of this period.

J. B. Wood

ESCORT

2878 i
-_-:_

It's hard to believe, but traffic radar does
not identify which vehicle is responsible
for the speed displayed. It shows only a
speed number. The radar operator must
decide who to blame.

How radar works

The radar gun is aimed at traffic and it
transmits a beam of invisible radar waves.
Moving objects reflect these waves back
to the radar gun. Using the Doppler principle,
the radar calculates speed from the
reflected waves. But there’s a problem.

The best guess

Remember, these reflections are in-
visible. And truck reflections can be ten
times stronger than car reflections. How
can the operator know for sure which vehicle
is responsible for the number?

The truth is, in many cases he can't
be sure. The result? You can be ticketed
for somebody else’s reflection.

The only way to defend yourself
against these wrongful tickets is to know
when radar is operating near you.

Self Defense
We specialize in radar warning. Escort
and Passport have a unique warning
system that tells you radar strength—with
both a variable-rate beeper and a visual

Why radar makéé
How to protect yourself.

' /////7;///////////

takes.

meter. You'll know when the radar unit is
near enough to have you under surveillance.

Car and Driver, Popular Mechanics
and Roundel magazines have each tested
radar detectors. And each gave us their
highestratings. Call toll-free and we'll send
reprints of the complete tests.

We're as close as your phone

To order, call toll-free. Orders in by
6:00 pm eastern time go out the same day
by UPS and we pay the shipping.

And we guarantee your satisfaction.
If you're not entirely satisfied within 30 days,
return your purchase. We'll refund your
money and shipping costs.

The best defense against wrongful
tickets can be in your car tomorrow.

Toll Free 1-800-543-1608
(Call 8Bam-midnight, 7 days a week)

ESCORT

RADAR WARNING RECEIVER
e ——————

ESCORT $245 (0H res. add $14.70 tax}

PASSPORT

RADAR-RECEIVER
= e ——)

PASSPORT $295 0H res. add $1770 tax)

Cincinnati Microwave
» Department 639479
One Microwave Plaza

Cincinnati, Ohio 45249 ¢ 19sacmi

Our refinishing is used by:
Action Arms, Alpha
Precision, Bill Rogers,

]J.E. Clark, Colt Firearms,
Richard Heine, Mike La,
Rocca, J.M. Plaxco, Behlert
Precision and D & L Sports.

‘Enduraguard”

Stainless Steel Finish

“COGAN CUSTOM" Speed
Comp. Customized Comps. for most
semi-autos and revolvers for compe-
tition, carry or hunting.

CUSTOM GUNSMITHING

COLT AUTHORIZED
SERVICE CENTER

Send $2.00 for brochure (refundable with first gun) to
A.PHW. Inc. 1837 Calomet St Dept AH, Clearwater FL 34625, - Fhone (d13) 443-912
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HANDGUN HUNTING

J. D. JONES

GO HOG WILD ON HUNTING PRESERVES
TO GAIN SOUND HUNTING EXPERIENCE

Have you noticed how many instant
experts there are since handgun
hunting has become more popular?
Seems as if everyone who ever touched
off a round in the general direction of any-
thing—including his foot—is now writing
about handgun hunting.

Frankly, some of these guys don’t know
one end of an animal from another and
probably never will. The only way you can
find out what really happens in hunting is
to get out there and do it. Make the mis-
takes everyone else makes and learn from
them.

If you want to find out about terminal
ballistics forget the horse dung about
shooting newspapers, ductseal, gelatin
and the like. Go shoot a live breathing
animal and get in there and get your hands
wet. Learn a little anatomy and follow the
bullet path from entrance 'til you find
either it or the exit hole. Pay a little atten-
tion to what has happened on a couple
hundred *‘autopsies™ and you’ll learn
some things you never would have im-
agined.

“Well, gee,” you think. Deer season
only comes around once a year and our
state’s success ratio is 7% so if I'm twice
as good as the average gun hunter it will
only take me a thousand years to get to
perform a couple hundred autopsies. You
are absolutely right and that’s the same
odds your instant expert is facing.

The only difference is many of your
“experts’” are readers also and simply par-
rot what they have read over the years
without having the slightest knowledge of
if it’s right or wrong.

The correct interpretation of those “au- |

topsies’ is also very suspect until you have
learned a few things about what to look
for and where to look for it.

Now that I've shattered your image of
the “great gunwriter,” let me tell you of
one who wrote about hunting for about 10
years before he killed his first deer. No,
maybe I'd better not. Let’s just say you
can get as much or more experience in a
few short years as many of the guys who
successfully write for the slicks.

How? Easy. Two very simple, very eco-
nomical ways.

One, hunt Wyoming for antelope. In
some areas you can take one buck and up
to five does. Doe licenses are $50 a throw
and shooting a doe will tell you the same
thing as shooting a buck. Besides, they
taste better.

Six antelope taken in a few days, and
their autopsies while everything is fresh in
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your mind, will teach you a lot. Simply
looking at the entrance and exit holes tells
you almost nothing.

Secondly, hunt preserves for hogs or
exotics unless you live somewhere where
there are lots of hogs that aren’t pro-
tected. Hogs are of medium game size and
have quite a bit of stamina which leads to
some interesting conclusions if you shoot
enough of them with a variety of calibers
and bullets and do some thinking about
the results.

I recently shot hogs with a spectacular
gelatin performer that gave terrible re-
sults in 150 pound hogs. Other exotics
such as Corsican rams, blackbuck and the
like also make very attractive trophies.

The variety of species of exotic animals
is almost limitless. The weight range
available goes from around 85 pounds
through a ton. Hunting in this manner you
can gain the benefit of 20 or so animals in
a few years and be far ahead of some of
the “‘experts” in knowledge. Addition-

ally, remember that some people have 20
years experience—others have one year’s
experience 20 times.

Hunting exotics on a game preserve is
probably the best way to get hunting ex-
perience to prepare you for a trip of a
lifetime. “Experience” only comes by
doing something. Unless you experience
a happening you can only guess how you
will react.

It is not at all unusual for Mr. Deadeye
on the target range to become Mr. Badeye
when hair is put behind the sights. Some
individuals experience a great deal of ex-
citement complete with a double shot of
adrenalin and a heart rate faster and
harder than a jackhammer. That makes it
impossible to hit anything if, in fact, the
individual is of an emotional state to try.

The range of emotions experienced is
endless. A state of excitement is probably
the most frequent. In the case of hog
hunting I would rank excitement as num-
ber one, fear as number two. These emo-
tions, when essentially uncontrolled, lead
to totally erroneous interpretation and
memory of what occurred.

I have witnessed the above things hap-
pening—including witnessing quite ordi-
nary experiences that when related by the
individual involved became virtual life
and death confrontations.

The individual involved has what he
thinks is impeccable memory of the occur-
rence—only it is not the actual occurrence
but the occurrence as his mind perceived

N
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1988: TED NUGENT
Handgun hunter; rock musician
Exceptional 18" trophy warthog

.44 Magnum
“Fantastic hunt! I'll be back.”

Handgun hunter; editor, American
Handgunner

SCI World Record gray duiker
.375 JDJ

“A classic African safari.”

1986: MICKEY FOWLER

Maglr‘uflcent trophy leopard
44 Magnum

“Most exciting hunt
’ I've ever had!”

P.O. Box 46
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675
(714) 496-3023

UNNERS

ICA

1987: CAMERON HOPKINS

Handgun hunter; Bianchi Cup winner «

3 4

Booking
now

for 1989!
Write or call
for a free
brochure and
price list.
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While other manufacturers blow
smoke up your tail about being inno-
vators and advancing new designs,
the plain truth is this: All currently
mass marketed progressive reloaders are
licensed for manufacture under Dillon
Precision patent No. U.S. 4,343,222

WARRANTVY?

While other manufacturers talk
about warranty, try this test. Call
them, tell them that you juat bought
their new press, that you're not
happy and want a full refund. Or,
tell them that you have just broken a
shellplate or some other part and
that you want a free replacement.
See what they tell you. Call Lee
(414) 673-3075 or RCBS (800) 533-
5000 or Hornady at (800) 338-3220.
You'll find that once you've pur-
chased from them, they don't give a
damn about you or your business!
Now try Dillon 1-800-421-7632 and
you'll find that only Dillon believes
enough in their products and their
customers to offer a 30 day no
questions asked return policy.

Only Dillon has this simple war-
ranty: If something breaks we'll fix
it free for as long as you own your
press.

SELECTION

THE SQUARE DEAL "B
Duplicates Factory Ammunition

- Designed to allow even the
1 beginning reloader to duplicate
factory ammunition, the Dillon
"SDB" is the most reliable pro-
gressive reloader in the world.
[t is the fastest. It is the most
accurate. It is the easiest to use.
It's a square deal. Factory Direct
at $162.50 complete with carbide
dies in one caliber. The SDB" is
available in 45 ACP, 9 mm, 44
Spc. 44 magnum, 38 cal, 357
magnum, 45 Long Colt, 41
magnum, .380 and
38 super.

Only Dillon tailors progressive
reloaders to your needs whether
you're a beginner, an experienced
single stage reloader or a commercial
operator. Dillon has a progressive
reloader to fill your needs.

IT'S YOUR CHOICE

Compare design, warranty, selec-
tion and price. You'll understand
why Dillon Precision has sold more
progressive reloaders than the rest of
the manufacturers combined. You'll
see why Dillon Precision leads the
way in the NEW generation of pro-
gressive reloading.

4‘&“

4 A l?"‘h’\ o ,\.":' - ; - J ;
The Avodad, or Barbarz sheep, cannot be hunted in its nahve norrh Afnca
e

anymore, but thriving
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rds roam the Hill Country of Texas on exotic game
hunting ranches. It's an extremely challenging animal to hunt,

it. As experience is gained the emotional
problem is minimized, facts are accuratelv
interpreted and recalled.

The individual has learned from expe-
riencing certain things and does a better
job each time similar occurrences are re-

forever

In my own personal case, I can sit down
where it is quiet, shut my eyes and vir-
tually “playback™ visually, in color, ordi-
nary incidents for a short period of time
after they happened. In some other cases
that were very intense at the time, I can
still reach back 30 years or more and do it
very accurately.

I'm told by both beginning hunters and
afew preserve owners about the excessive
dangers of hunting the terrible Russian
Boar that a life and death confrontation is
expected by some hunters. When it
doesn’t happen he is confused and disap-
pointed.

Sometimes he just leaves never to ven-
ture into the field to hunt again. Frankly,
so much BS is written about hunting pigs
it’s a wonder any thinking man would try
it. Some guys would have you believe that
you had better carry your own tree with
you when hunting them as you don’t have
a chance against them with a .458 Mag on
the ground and they are hunting you!

The truth of the matter is hogs are usu-
ally very enjoyable to hunt and not dan-
gerous at all. Think about it. If they were
as dangerous as you read about, wouldn’t
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From Dillon Precision

DILLON PRECISION'S RL550B

The world's most versatile
progressive reloader.

The Dillon RL5508B is available
in over 115 different rifle and
pistol calibers. Automatic pow-
der and primer systems make
pthe Dillon RL550B incredibly
simple for a beginner, as well
as quickly producing match
grade ammo for the
professional. Ross
Seyfried says in
GUNS and AMMO
Magazine, "Dollar
for dollar, com-
bined with their
customer
service, the
Dillon

on the face of the earth."
Factory direct $249.95.

RL550B is the
greatest reloading machine

A Commercial
Come True

The new model
RL1050 is a large

commercial re-
loader. A large

press

press with a

HE NEW DILLON RL1050

Reloader's Dream

capacity machine
for the advanced
shooter and the

well built, sturdy

weighing in at
over 50 pounds,
the RL1050 had
its origin in the
requests of many
customers for a

higher capacity

than the well known RL550B, yet
with out the high price tag of other
commercial reloaders.

Priced at $850.00, complete with dies,
the Dillon RL1050 will reload most
popular pistol calibers and .223 rifle.

Factory Direct
Only Dillon Precision sells direct to the re-
loader, no middleman profits. Callus TOLL
FREE. A Member of our staff will be glad
to take your call. Please have your Visa or
Master Card ready when you call. If you
prefer , we will ship C.O.D. cash with no
extra C.O.D. charge. All Presses are shipped
freight paid within the continental U.S.
(except APO's). Call Toll Free 1-800-421-
7632. In Arizona 602-948-8009.

Free Catalog:
Write for free catalog and newsletter membership

Precision

Products. Iy

7442 E. Butherus Drive
Scottsdale, AZ 85260

someone, somewhere get hurt by one?

Sooner or later wouldn’t just one of
those hunters have a misfire and instead
of killing the hog with a single brain shot
just before it tore his throat out, actually
get bumped or bruised or something?

Face it, man, everybody can’t be a
hero! Enjoy hunting for what it is. If you
are after a life threatening experience you
can find that in just about any bar almost
any night—and that one will be for real.

The basic fundamentals of hunting can
be learned from reading the experiences
of another. Hunting itself can only be
learned by doing it. You can learn more
quickly by hunting a preserve with a good
guide—one that doesn’t try to jack you
around with war stories of danger—than
probably any other way.

Admittedly, good guides are rare but
they do exist. A skilled preserve owner, if
he knows your lack of experience, will au-
tomatically put you with the best guide he
has available.

Be honest with the guy. Hunting in a
preserve isn’t always easy. If you don’t
believe that try running with the dogs at
Joe Meeks Telico Junction Hunting Pre-
serve. Then when the hog isn’t a trophy,
catch it, tie it, catch the dogs, turn the hog
loose and take the dogs after another.
It helps if it's about 110 degrees and
humidity is 96%. Don’t worry about the
guides not letting you get in on the fun—
they will.

Most preserves feature hogs and a va-

Russian boar are tough to hunt, but

riety of other game ranging up to a ton or
so in weight. Perhaps the most interesting
exotic to hunt is the nilgai in its essentially
native habitat in South Texas.

He is a 600 pound antelope with excel-
lent eyes and is normally a very wary ani-
mal. He is fairly tough to kill as he has a
lot of stamina and a thick hide over his
shoulders.

Hit him right with a big boomer and he
is yours. Hit him wrong or without
enough bullet—say a 240 grain HP from

aren't considered dangerous game.
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.44 Mag—and you have a real job putting
him down. In my experience it has been
tough getting within a couple hundred
yards of one without ambushing him.

He was practically unknown until a few
years ago, but the herd is now estimated
at 250,000 animals. The Kenedy Ranch,
south of Corpus Christi, is an excellent
place to hunt them with the added bonus
of being able to see literally dozens of tro-
phy deer.

Preserves provide excellent entertain-
ment, experience and value if you know
where to go and what to look for. I've
been very satisfied with the following and
they welcome beginners as well as expe-

rienced hunters. Maybe one ﬂ

of them will suit you.

The Y.O. Ranch

Box 300

Mountain Home, TX 78058
512-640-3222

Joe Meeks

Telico Junction Hunting Preserve
Hog Hollow Road

Englewood, TN 37329
615-887-7819

Mike Morales

The Kenedy Ranch
Sarita Safaris, Inc.

P.O. Box 8995

Corpus Christi, TX 78412
512-880-5354
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LEATHAM'S COLUMN

ROB LEATHAM

PROPER PREPARATION PREVENTS POOR
PERFORMANCE: LEATHAM'’S TIP TO WIN

hh, the beginning of the season.

That time when we start getting
everything in order and attempt to fore-
cast what equipment we’ll need at the end
of the season just when it’s beginning.

The trick is to have your guns and gear
ready when you need them so you can
avoid problems like I experienced at The
Masters last year. My Long Range gun
changed its point of impact drastically
when the barrel heated due to a minor
problem with the bedding.

When you put off getting ready until
the week before a match, you may not
have time to correct any problems. Be-
lieve me, I know!

What we are talking about here is prep-
aration: Making sure everything is in good
condition when you line up the shot. This
means a whole lot more than cleaning
your gun and polishing your brass; mental
preparation is just as vital.

Total preparation means, among other
things, making sure your gun, your ammo

Here's the perfect 3-10X twilight rifle scope.
It gathers 21% more light than other scopes
because of its large 44mm obj. lens. This means
better vision at the darkest times of dusk or
dawn. Plus the internal parts are solid brass.

The 44 Mag. is waterproof. shockproof,
and has Y4 min. click adjustments and a non-
reflective satin finish. It also comes in fixed

and you are all compatible. Do you know
exactly what the point of impact relation-
ship is to the sight alignment at 10, 15, 25
and 50 yards?

Even more basic, do you know how
your gun is sighted-in? Are you even us-
ing the same ammunition in a match that
you used to sight-in? I've found that
changing from 130 grain jacketed bullets
to lead of the same weight not only
changed my vertical impact but also hori-
zontal as well. Changing bullets can cause
a drastic shift in your point of impact.

Don’t even get me started on the differ-
ence between a light practice load and
full-power “major” load for the matches.

And while we are talking about loads,
how many of us really take the trouble to
experiment and find the most accurate
load? How about testing to see which
powders give the most consistent velocity
and lowest pressures?

You say you don’t have a chronograph?
Shame on you! I wouldn’t even consider

6X and 8X. The 44 Mag. is just one of over one
hundred scopes that we offer. Almost overnight
we've become a major force in the scope business
because we build the very best at an affordable
price. Nobodys looking better today than
Simmons. Send $2.00 for our catalog to
Simmons Outdoor Corporation, 14530 SW.

119th Ave, Miami, Florida 33186. Dept. 101.

& SIMMONS
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going to the range for a day of practice
without my PACT timer and chrono-
graph.

You say you don’t have a timer either?
Oh my!

Better not complain about poor results
if you don’t put forth the effort. You gotta
pay if you wanna play!

Preparation. How many of your maga-
zines give you a periodic jam? Have you
marked them so you would know which
one consistently causes stove pipes or fails
to lock the action open? Test everything!

I have one gun that simply won’t func-
tion with a recoil spring under 10 pounds.
Yet I use it with no problems with a Wil-
son 13 pound spring. Imagine what would
have happened if I had not taken the time
to test my springs and then installed a
fresh spring before a major match?

How about routine maintenance on
your gun? How often do you change your
Shok-Buff? Do you wait for it to be torn,
or do you replace this inexpensive part
routinely?

Do you keep your barrel free from
lead? It’s a hell of a lot harder to clean a
badly leaded barrel than it is to keep it
from getting that way in the first place.
The same goes for cooper fouling with
jacketed bullets. You have to shoot an
incredible amount before the accuracy is
affected, but it does happen. Keep 'em
clean!

I have one barrel in a Wilson Accu-
Comp LE, the same one | used to win the
last IPSC World and National titles, that
had over 6,000 jacketed bullets through it
before [ finally got around to cleaning the
darn thing. It took more than four hours
spread over two days, not to mention 24
hours of soaking time! A barrel full of
cooper is no fun!

When is the last time you changed your
extractor? On a 1911 pistol, 90% of all
weapons failures I have seen have been
due to extractors that were poorly fitted,
excessively worn or broken.

You can’t always just drop in a new one
to cure the problem either. If it’s too tight,
you may have feeding problems that could
be incorrectly diagnosed as a barrel
throating problem. Too loose and you will
see extraction and ejection troubles.

Check the tension and bite on your ex-
tractor frequently and carry a spare that
has been fitted properly to the gun.

Keep the gun properly lubricated. This
is one of those small things that can make
a big difference.

These are just some of the little things
that will give you an edge because you'll

be confident in your reliable gun.

' J ust as you can fine tune your gun, you
|

can also prepare your brain. This is

|I where the tricky stuff begins.

How many of you practice nothing but
10 and 15 yards shooting, because you en-
joy it and, besides, it’s a pain to walk all
the way out to 25 or 50 yards to score and

Continued on page 24
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HANDGUN CATALOG
DIRECTORY

A complete catalog of the newest
handguns for 1989 and all the favorites
of yesterday! It's broken down by

caliber so you can look at all the options
fer anythlng from a 22LR toa 45 70 1

A COMPLETE GUIDE Tu , —
PnAcncAL SHOOTING /4

L4

@R‘] THE [E’J
EE@][R‘] EIE
@F THERYEARS:

“ The 1989 American Handgunner Annual is
packed full of test reports, tips, techniques and cover
to cover handgun features. Here's just a sampling of what's inside:
= The Glock - A look at this amazing Austrian made pistol.
= 41 Magnum - The powerhouse that bridges the gap between
the .357 and .44 Magnums.
= Pick of the Plinkers - A round-up of the hottest .22LR pistols

el

If you've ever wanted to know how on the market.
?gggﬁt '”(\;0'\'95' 'ﬂApfaCt'lca‘ 3“.30“"9- the You'll get all this plus - tips on how to get started in Silhouette,
el b Bl i handgunning Zambia, the 9mm for self-defense and much more in the
guns and gear,
winning techniques, and much more. 1989 American Handgunner Annual.

ORDER YOUR copy TopAy! (ONILY $6.95

i

: Send me copy(s) of the 1989 American i

i Handgunner Annual right away. Enclosed is $6.95 for "

i) O each copy ordered (outside U.S. add $3 postage and handling.)

] (Calitornia residents add 7% sales tax.) i

! I Amount Encl. $ Check/MO (1 BillmyMcyisa[] 1

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER'S i No. Exp. Date Initial I

CLUB 100 : Send to: :

The names and addresses of the g Address i
top 100 pistolsmiths in America and : :

their specialties are detailed in this i City State Zip !

comprehensive guide. f MAIL TO: HANDGUNNER ANNUAL 1

i 591 Camino de la Reina #200, San Diego, CA 92108 |
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TALL PAUL [5% FIREWORKS

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-525-4461




— = e FIREWORKS

A SQUARE HEAD FOR A SQUARE DEAL

Tall Paul, Inc.
P.O. Box 248
Eagleville, Mo. 64442

FREE BONUS WITH ORDER!
FREE PUNKS WITH EACH ORDER

$40 Orders: | Free gross (144 rockets) of Air Travel Bottle Rackets
$100 Orders: ;::W"“ rockets] of Air Travel Bottle Rockets and 480

$200 Orders: 12 Free gross (1728 rocksts) of Air Travel Bottle Rocksts
3500 Orders: | Froe cass (3600 rockets| of Black Cat Bottle Rocksts
$750 Orders: | Free case [3.600 rockets] of Black Cal Bottle Rockets and

for the §7.50. VIP Air Service is $17.50. Air freight to Hawaii and

Anchorage is $27.50. No shipments made to OR, Canada. CA,

PAYMENT WILL BE ACCEPTED BY
CREDIT CARD OR MONEY ORDER ONLY!

NO PERSONAL CHECKS PLEASE.
MasterCard, VISA or Discover Only!
Fillinand sign. O MasterCard O VISA O Discover

DELIVERS FIREWORKS TO YOU

Order Early - Call Toll Free
1-800-525-4461 or (816) 867-3354
VISA - MasterCard - Discover

Orders shipped Parcel Service Truck for $7.50 shipping and
handling. Orders can be shipped to relatives in adjoining states

Expiration Date

Phoenix Metro, MA, MN, GA, RI, ME, CT or Madison, W1. Call for

delivery information. We need your street address or location. We
cannot ship to post office boxes. We reserve the right to

Credit Card Number

substitute for out-of-stock items. Absolutely no C.0.D. orders

| Fres case of 16,000 Black Cat Firecrackers accepted. If you have any questions, call 816-867-3354 Signature
[ AMT. | uNIT [N0. DESCRIPTION OF ITEM BRICK | CASE TOTAL AMT. | UNIT | NO. DESCRIPTION OF ITEM DOZ. |GROSS| TOTAL
1 | 40/12 Firecrackers - Br. 480 pcs.. Case 15360 pes. | 6.00 [127.00 Missiles and Helicopters
| 2 | 80/16 Firecrackers - Br. 1,280 pcs.. Case 15,360 pcs. | 13.25 [127.00 36 | Junior Jets w/Reports 8.60 | 86.00
| 3 | 40/50 Firecrackers - Br. 2,000 pcs., Case 16,000 pes. | 19.50 {132.00 37 | Two-Stage Helicopter Spin Up - $2.00 ea 16.80 |168.00
4 | 10/200 Black Cat - Br. 2,000 pcs., Case 16,000 pcs. 21.75 [156.00 38 | Two-Stage Space Jets (12 to pkg.) 400 | 4000
5 | 40/12 Black Cat - Br 480 pcs.. Case 15,360 pcs | 675 [150.00 39 | Reconnaissance Planes (1 pkg. of 6 - $3.95) 725| 7250
| 6 | Lady Crackers - Br. 1,600 pcs., Case 51,200 pcs | 11.00 [208.00 | 40 | Plane Flying at Night (12 to pkg ) 725| 7250
| 7 | Jumping Jacks - Br 576 pcs.. Case 11,520 pes 12.25 [220.00 41 | Flying Disc or Satellite 250 | 25.00
' Underwater Firecrackers BOX | CASE 42 | Large Missile - $1.75 each 1750 {175.00
8 | M-60 - works in water, Box 72 pcs., Case 1,440 pcs. | 15.00 [241.00 43 | Giant Missile - $2.15 each 2150 [215.00
Sky Rockets D0Z |GROSS Smoke and Novelties 00Z. |GROSS
9 | Pop Bottle Rockets, report - 144-$5.00, 3,600-596.00 5.00 44 | Two Colored Smoke 200 ] 20.00
[ 10 | Black Cat Bottle Rockets - 144-56.00, 3,600-5112.00 6.00 45 | Cherry Smoke Balls (assorted colors) 200 | 2000
[ 11 | Whistling Moon Travelers - 144-59.95, 2.880-$157.00 985 46 | Small Tanks 680 | 68,00
| 12 | Fierce-Tiger Soaring Rocket 6.80 | 68.00 47 | Pull Fireworks - Burglar Alarm 275 | 2150
13 | Clustering Bee Rocket 6.80 | 68.00 48 | Cigarette Loads 425 | 4250
14 | Wild Geese Rocket 6.80 | 68.00 49 | Auto Foolers (whistle, smoke and bang) 7.0 | 71.00
15 | Butterfly Rocket 6.80 | 68.00 PKG. [DZPKG
| 16 | Parachute Rocket with Flare 6.80 | 68.00 50 | Red Rat Chasers (144 to pkg ) 830 | 8300
17 | 4 0z Skyrocket w/Stars or Report 900 | 90.00 51 | Party Snappers (50 to pkg.) 90| 9.00
18 | 60z Skyrocket w/Stars or Report 1050 |105.00 52 | Aircraft Carriers (2 to pkg.) 280 | 28.00
19 | B oz. Skyrocket w/Stars or Report 11.75 {117.50 53 | Champagne Party Poppers (pkg. of 12) 210 | 21.00
| | Night Display Shells EACH | DOZ 54 | Whistling Jacks (24 pes. to pkg.) 125 1250
120 | saturn Missite Battery - 12 shot 180 | 18.00 55 | Rocket Guns (pkg. of 12) | 7.00| 7000
| 21 | Saturn Missile Battery - 25 shot 350 | 35.00 56 | Ground Bloom Flower (pkg. of 6) 90 | 10.80
22 | #100 Floral Shell 950 | %500 Sparklers and Fountains 80X (028X,
23 ] #200 Giant Floral Display 11.80 [118.00 57 | Sparklers - 10" (36 pcs. $4.50) 450
,' 24 ] 100-shot Magical Barrage 650 | 65.00 58 | Sparklers - 147, Morning Glories (144 pcs. $12.95) 1295/12950
25 | Frightened Bird 400 | 40.00 59 | Sparklers - 207 (12 10 box) 875 | 87.50
26 | Soiree 500 | 50.00 60 | Black Snakes - 72 snakes $2 35, 288 snakes $7.00 235
27 ] News Transmitter 4.00 | 40.00 EACH | DOZ.
28 | Kaleidoscope 450 | 45.00 61 | No. 3 Assorted Colors Cone - 7" Fountain 115 1150
29 | Garden-in-Spring 6.50 | 65.00 | 62 | Jumba Carnival Cone 210 | 21.00
| 30 | 96 shot Colored Peart 925 | 250 Roman Candles D0Z |6ROSS
[ |31 ] 48shot Colored Peart 400 | 40.00 63 | Roman Candle - 5 shot 670 | 67.00
1 1
| 32 | Box of 12 Festival Balls 14.50 |145.00 64 | Roman Candle - 8 shot 840 | 84.00
33 | Night Parachute 85| 850 65 | Roman Candie - 10 shot 11.00 {110.00
34 | Day Parachute 85| 850 Assortments EACH | DOZ.
35 | Marching Cicada (61 4-inch firing tubes) 18,99 (189.90 66 | Mad Hornet Assortment Box - $34.00 value 24.00 [240.00
67 | Black Hornet Assortment Box - $45.00 value 3020 Fm.m
Name 68 | Scott's Giant Family Bag - $75.00 value 53,80 |538.00
{pleass print) Add Freight Costs of $7.50 7.50
Address Total Amount Enclosed
(Include Rural Route and Box Number. We cannot ship directly to a post office box. Include zip code.) Send Certified Check or Money Order |
This merchandise sold on the representation of the buyer that the same will be used strictly in
City = e “p Rabte 1 sy Sl acion ot ny accident Of inpry oceasioned curmng s Wanspornaton: Panding,
Phone ( ) Maga.zine ::?:?sgr.el?rh:rb;';tr:e and plomlss.a:sdal:ondltlon of ﬂ‘:l! sale’. :m?'nl::e%:pﬁgmtwraﬁ%m:

Signature of Purchaser

State of Destination of this merchandise and have, or will, oblain any necessary permits required by Law
and will use or sell these Fireworks listed above in strict compliance with all applicable laws, whether

City, State or Federal. | also understand as a condition

of this sale that | am over sighteen years of age.

AT TALL PAUL'S WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS - CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-525-4461



i Video of the Month:
RIFLE SHOOTING
TIPS & _TECHNIUUES

1. JIi"l‘I is ednar—at Iarge of
usselml sk WS Outdoor Life and author of

'l\“' A “Hunt EIk." Learn how to hunt

the late season, see numerous

monster bulls, and watch a
successful on-camera hunt for
uuulmﬁ B1E MULETS

a big 6 pointer.

2. Trophy judgement and shot
placement are shown in detail
as are 5 successful hunts
resulting in Mule Deer bucks
taken on-camera (4 hunts in
Colorado's early season and
1 in the late season).

3. An excellent synopsis of

monwavks SRS the famous 2% day course.
WUNTING $ 5““ Instruction includes field

shooting techniques for in-
coming, outgoing and crossing
birds. Targets simulate driven
grouse, ducks over blinds, and
flushing quail and pheasants.

4. Computer-generated graphs

L1 . .
PACHMATR'S mrs:‘o:n‘“ reinforce Ken Robertson’s in-
WITH KEW ROBE struction of a different shooter

at each station. Stance, gun
hold, eye hold, timing and lead
are covered. You'll want to
play this one over and over.

&

¥

SPORTSMEN )

ON FILM

Vi

FORTHE HUNTER

DEQS

AND SHOOTER

PRONEN

L]

WITH KEW ROB!

-\ull-l

5. 3 bucks and 2 does are

¥ ok RUNTINE  taken on-camera plus lots of

“how to" including hunting
techniques, how to judge tro-
phy quality, how to tell does
from young bucks, the use of
the hunting vehicle and more.

6. From base camp to fly

\mulnll‘.‘l ‘S““t“’ A% camp, to hunting on horse-
“ T

back and foot, you'll feel like
you're part of the hunt. An11-
year-old Dall Ram and a big
Mountain Caribou are both
taken on-camera in exciting
sequences.

1. At each station, and for all

—CT NG
PACHMAYES mm\lW‘ 25 shots, you'll learn from in-

structor Ken Robertson, 3
shooters, and computer-gen-
erated graphs covering stance,
gun hold, eye hold, where to
break the target and how
much lead.

8. Tips on sighting in, cross-

alm.sunlﬁ'-;:i““ hair wabble, trigger squeeze

& TECHNI

g b M

and more. Techniques for
shooting while prone, sitting,
kneeling and standing. Swing
and lead techniques. This tape
is @ must regardless of your
experience level

. LATE SEASON ELK HUNTING WITH JIM ZUMBO

. HUNTING BIG MULEYS

. PACHMAYR'S SHOTGUN HUNTING SCHOOL

. PACHMAYR'S TRAPSHOOTING WITH KEN ROBERTSON
. PRONGHORN HUNTING

. HUNTING DALL SHEEP AND CARIBOU IN THE N.W.T.

. PACHMAYR'S SKEETSHOOTING WITH KEN ROBERTSON
. RIFLE SHOOTING TIPS & TECHNIQUES

[ e

WHITETAIL: STILL HUNTING AND STAND HUNTING
GOOSE HUNTING ON THE EASTERN SHORE
HUNTING DESERT BIGHORN IN NORTHERN BAJA
ELEPHANT HUNTING IN TANZANIA

CAT HUNTING IN TANZANIA

Broadcast Titles @ $29.95=  §
Consumer Titles @ $29.95-  §

*CA residents add 7% sales tax S e | o S
Shipping & handling @ $300ea $

Total enclosed with order &
Name
Address
City, State. Zip

FIELD DRESSING AND TROPHY CARE FOR THE WILDERNESS HUNTER
o ORDERING SUMMARY

BHOMCAST QUALITY TITLES (ONLY $29.95 EACH):

Quantity Quantity

Beta 36 min.
VHS Beta 38 min.
VHS Beta 60 min.
WHS ______ Beta 49 min
VHS Beta 43 min.
VHS Beta 36 min.
VRS ______ Beta 51 min.
VHS Beta 48 min,

CONSUMER QUALITY TITILES (ONLY $29.95 EACH) :

VHS Beta 38 min.
VHS Bela 36 min.
VHS Beta 36 min.
VHS ______ Beha 41 min.
VHS Bela _ 45 min.
VHS Beta 102 min.

O Check or Money Order Enclosed

O Visa _'W‘
Credit Card #

0O MasterCard -

Expiration date

Send order to: Publishers Development
Corp., 591 Camino de la Reina, #200, Dept.

49-AH7 San Diego, CA 92108
*Please allow 6 to 8 weeks for delivery.*
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Continued from page 20

paste, and then you pitch up to a match
with long, difficult shots?

If there is any fault in preparation as a
whole that I notice in my students, it’s the
lack of time spent practicing difficult
shots.

Most people don’t enjoy drills at 50
yards. Well, guess what? Most people
don’t enjoy dropping a bunch of 50 yard
shots in a match either!

You must practice the whole gamut of
skills to give yourself confidence in a
match. You must teach your subconscious
what it needs to see in order to fire reflex-
ively. You must teach yourself to hold the
gun steady before, during and after the
shot as the projectile leaves the gun on its
way to the target.

Without turning this into a class lesson,
you must teach yourself the discipline to
perform whatever tasks are required.

On the swing side, you have those who
never shoot fast in practice citing the old
adage that if you can make the hard shot,
you can surely make the easy shot. Well,
there’s one small glitch with this logic.

First, we need to rethink our concept of
“hard” and understand that what makes
a shot difficult is not the distance to the
target, but your ability to hit quickly.
I’'ve seen 10 yard shots at partial tar-
gets in awkward positions that were
much tougher than 50 yard shots at clean
targets.

Shoot each shot at a speed that gives
you the quality of shot you desire, and no
slower. I am no more impressed by some-
one who shoots all A’s slowly than I am
by someone who shoots all D’s quickly.

I ask my classes which is better, too fast
or too slow, and the answer is invariably
that it’s better to be too fast than too slow.
I don’t buy that. Neither is better, each is
wrong!

We need to do it right. That means fast
sometimes and slow other times. It means
as fast as we can get the quality of shot we
desire.

Preparation must begin as soon as pos-
sible, and that means now. The season is
just beginning and it’s time to get ready.
Proper practice with properly prepared
guns, combined with research and testing
of new equipment and techniques, will

guarantee your finest ﬁ

performance.

Rob Leatham is currently teaching the
techniques of shooting that have made him
unquestionably the greatest practical
shooter in history. Five national champi-
onships, three world championships,
Bianchi Cup champion, Steel Challenge
champion, SOF Three-Gun champion
and too many regional, state and local
crowns to count. Classes are currently
forming, and private tutoring is available
by special arrangement. For more infor-
mation, write to Leatham’s Shooting Insti-
tute, P.O. Box 1291, Mesa, AZ, 85201.
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When you’ve tired of “Popgun Performance”...Try us!

NEW SUPER “16’

CONTENDER
.22 L.R. 7X30 Waters .44 Mag.
.22 Win. Mag. .30/30 Win.  .45/70 Gov.
.223 Rem. .35 Rem.

SUPER “14” CONTENDER

.22 L.R. 7X30 Waters 1C M/M Auto.

.222 Rem. .30/30 Win. .44 Mag.
.223 Rem. .357 Rem. Max. .445 Super Mag.
7M/MT.C.U. .35Rem.

10” BULL BARREL CONTENDER

.22 L.R. 7X30 Waters .357 Rem. Max.
.22 Win. Mag. .30 M1 .357 Mag.

.22 Hornet .30/30 Win. 10 M/M Auto.
.223 Rem. 32 H&R Mag. .44 Mag.

7TM/MT.C.U. .32/30 Win. .445 Super Mag.
Also .45/.410 Model.

THOMPSON/GENTER

ENDER

VENT RIB
CONTENDERS

Available in both 10” and Super “16”,
these models are offered in .45 Colt/.410.

CONT

When you're serious about Handgun Hunting —
really serlous — it becomes obvious that a single
caliber just won’t hack it. Designed specifically
for the hunting sports, Contender offers superb
accuracy plus an unequalled selection of mean-
ingful calibers coupled to a unique inter-
changeable barrel capability. This allows you
to hunt small, medium and large game with
one handgun. Contender's closed breech
design maximizes cartridge performance
providing a higher velocity and energy
that would normally be experlenced
with an autoloader or revolver using

the same cartridge. The strength of

the Contender action allows for the

use of such cartridges as .223 Rem.,
7X30 Waters, .30/30 Win., .35 Rem. and
7 M/M T.C.U.,, extending handgun capa- Trowson CENTER

bl“ty to beyond 200 yards. Try us! Ms we | . OCTAGON BARREL
- CONTENDER

This original barrel style is still offered in
.22 Long Rifle.

Write for our new No. 16 Catalog!

One look at the Contender selection and you'll see why this
single shot pistol has totally aitered handgun capability and 5
won the admiration of Silhouette shooters! .

THOM PSON/GENTEH ABMS P.0. BOX 5002, DEPT. TAH 7
ROCHESTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03867



Buy One D8l Book, Get One Free!

YOU CAN CHARGE IT, TOO! (SEE COUPON)

MasterCard

By Chuck Karwan

This all-new edition looks at real world combat
handgunnery from three different perspec-
tives—military, police and civilian. Includes
sections on guns, ammunition, holsters and
techniques. A review of the current guns that
offer the best performance for the dollar. A
comparison of revolvers and automatics—their
strengths and weaknesses. The 9mm vs. the
45 ACP—which is better for what purposes.
Who's using what in the fastest growth area in
combat handguns, the high capacity 9mm
autos. Why the 357 Magnum is the top revolver
choice for combat. What is stopping power,
how it can be predicted. Modifications that can
$1 495 be made to various combat handguns to im-

prove their performance as defense weapons.

A challenge to Jeff Cooper's claim that “Double
#COM2 gaction autos are an interesting solution to a

COMBAT HANDGUNNERY 2nd Edition

non-existent problem.” A discussion on the cur-
rent debate on whether DA autos should be
carried with safety on or off. Pros and cons of
the combat games as they apply to real combat.
Applying a martial arts concept of technique
from practice to combat. New cartridges like the
41 AE, 9mm Federal, etc., as well as significant
new loads for established cartridges. Includes
a discussion and listing of all the major cham-
berings suitable for combat handguns. U.S.
military holsters and how to use them. Holsters
for concealment. Pros and cons of the snatch
resistant holster and suggestions on its employ-
ment. Why all spare magazines should be of the
extension type and how they should be used.
Why the full-moon clip is the world's best speed-
loader. Plus an overview of significant new
models and variations. 256 pages.

TRAP & SKEET
SHOOTING

2nd Edition
By Art Blatt
Lots of valuable information not only for the
beginner but for intermediate and advanced
competitive shooters as well. Advice and
tips from some of the top shooters in the
country. An overview of trap vs Skeet shoot-
ing. Proper tournament preparation. All
about sporting clays. The lowdown on am-
munition—legal maximum loads, plastic
shotshells and today’'s “Lite” ammunition.
How to buy used trap and Skeet guns.
Recoil devices—do they really work? Trap
and Skeet gun types, styles. How to choose
the right gun for you. How to overcome
flinching. What to do about bad patterns.
$1 495 Shooting in bad weather. Current ATA and
NSSA rules. Plus a complete listing of all the
#TS2 trap and Skeet clubs in the U.S. 288 pages.

The Gun Digest Book of
KNIFEMAKING

By Jack Lewis & Roger Combs

The ins and outs of knifemaking. Building
knives from kits and with non-kit com-
ponents. Selecting the right handle—man-
made vs. wood. Forging your own blades.
Selecting a blade shape. Steel polishing
and buffing. Soldering, welding and heat
treating at home. Making your own sheaths
and pouches. Handle repair and replace-
ment. Catalog and specialty store parts. A
look at custom knifemaking; the top pros
and their techniques. Scrimshaw, etching
and engraving. How to keep your edges
sharp. Building display cases and frames.
How to show your collection. The story of
Damascus and Wootz steel. A historical
perspective on the blades of swords, dag-
gers, tantos, Bowies and sabers. Plus a
complete directory of suppliers, equipment,
manufacturers and importers. 224 pages.

NOUIGT

turer within each section for easy reference.
Each section is prefaced with important tips

MODERN GUN
VALUES 7th Edition

By Jack Lewis

Updated and expanded edition of the book
that's become the standard for valuing
modern firearms. Covers the current values
of all non-military guns introduced from
1900-1987. Nearly 2,000 photos and draw-
ings supplied—including data on hundreds
of new guns introduced since the last edi-
tion. Complete specs, original manufactur-
ing/importation/discontinuance dates, and
detailed descriptions of thousands of
domestic and imported firearms; handguns,
rifles, shotguns and commemoratives alike.
Guns are listed alphabetically by manufac-

peculiar to the intelligent buying, selling and
$1 795 trading of used guns. Hard-to-get informa-

tion that can help determine the true value
#MGV7 of your firearms today. 496 pages.

CARTRIDGES OF THE
WORLD 6th Edition

By Frank C. Barnes

This completely revised edition gives the
history, recommendations for use, detailed
photos and dimensional drawings, and in
many cases, loading data for over 1,000
different cartridges. Greatly expanded sec-
tion on wildcat cartridges. A new chapter on
French military small arms cartridges from
4 1859 to 1883. How to identify a mystery
cartridge. A complete look at current and
fl obsolete American rifle cartridges. Pistol
and rifle cartridges of the world are covered
in detail. An in-depth look at current and
obsolete rimfire cartridges with special at-
tention given the hyper velocity 22s. Shot-
shells. British and European sporting rifle
cartridges. Standard modern U.S. military

$1 895 ammo. Plus, military cartridges from around

the world. Includes a handy cartridge index.
#COWB 448 pages.
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Buy One D8\

Book, Get One Free!
YOU CAN CHARGE IT, TOO! (SEE COUPON)

1989 GUN DIGEST

43rd Edition

Edited by Ken Warner

All-new edition of the world's big-
gest selling gun book. Photos and
articles galore. Catalog with the
latest prices and specs for all U.S.
and imported firearms. 480 pages.
#GDBY - ... . . $17.95

1989 GUNS ILLUSTRATED
21st Edition

Edited by Harold A. Murtz
Features on the 425 Express,

- AMT Automag Il, French Model

1935 service pistols, the 22 WMR
cartridge. Many more guns and
accessories. Extensive updated
catalog section. 320 pages.
Feil i NI $15.95

HANDGUNS '89

By Wiley M. Clapp

The complete guide to what's hap-
pening now in the world of-
handguns and ammo. Hunting and
competition coverage. Beretta
92SB-F (M9), Ruger P-85, Colt
10mm Deilta Elite, plus many
more. 224 pages.

#H89

HANDLOADER'S DIGEST
11th Edition

Edited by Ken Warner

Top writers in the field contribute
helpful information on techniques
and components. Greatly ex-
panded catalog of all currently
available loading tools,
chronographs and accessories.

GUN DIGEST BOOK OF
HANDGUN RELOADING

By Grennell & Clapp

The reloading cycle from begin-
ning to end. Topics include: how to
select tools, terminal ballistics of
handgun cartridges, testing the
reload. Loading data for many
production handguns as well as

METALLIC CARTRIDGE
RELOADING 2nd Edition
By Edward A. Matunas

A must for safe and successful
metallic cartridge reloading. Great-
ly expanded and revised data sec-
tion. Photo intensive step-by-step
instructions. Ways to avoid com-
mon errors. Much more. 320
pages.

#MCR2 ...... $15.95

4th Edition

Bly Dean A. Grennell

All the basics and more for begin-
ners and experienced reloaders.
Coverage of components, techni-
ques, safety, setting up a bench,
and avoiding common mistakes
for handgun, rifle and shotgun
reloading. 288 pages.

352 pages. wildcats. Much more. 256 pages.
FHDTA ST $16.95 #HR Sna s $13.95
ABC'S OF RELOADING MILITARY SMALL ARMS

OF THE 20TH CENTURY

5th Edition

By lan V. Hogg & John Weeks
New pistols, sub-machine guns,
bolt actionrifles, anti-tank rifles and
machine guns, inc. USSR ASK
SMG, FN BGM-15s WA 2000
Snipingrifles. Browning's DA Com-
pact pistol. 304 pages.

: TWO BOOKS FOR THE PRICE
OF ONE! HERE'S HOW!

» Buy one of the DBI books shown in this ad and get
= another DBI book FREE!

= (a) Buy any book(s) in this ad at retail price.

= (b) For each book you buy, you may select a second
+ book from this ad of the same price or less FREE!

s (c) Please include $3.00 for each FREE book you order,
1o help us cover postage, insurance, packing and

Edited by Jack Lewis

A detailed analysis of assault-type
weapons, including testfire reports
of the latest full and semi-autos:
centerfires, rimfires and shotguns.
.| Plus design trends and new
philosophies, more. 256 pages.
HAW oivis v el .$13.95

....... 2 A e 2 3 handling.
FABCS ¥14.59 sl 1643 . (d) This offer is restricted to purchases made by mail
THE GUN DIGEST BOOK HANDGUN DIGEST » order from this ad only.

» OF 9mm HANDGUNS By Dean A. Grennell Bl B () i
By Grennell & Clapp Acomplete overview of handguns. ; |'m Buying Retail Send These |
Covers the cartridge and the guns Test-firing technigues and equip- * These Price FREE! I

| that have been made for it in ment. Handgun hunting. A look at » 4
greater depth than any other work numerous guns and cartridges. * Book # Book # ;
available. Side-by-side ammo Special applications. Future « $ g
testfire reports using the Beretta trends. Much more. All in Dean :Book# iy Book# |
Model 92F. Evaluation of over 50 Grennell's inimitable style. 256 S

J guns. 256 pages. pages. * Book # & P Book#
HOMM ™, ' e $13.95 #HAND ......$1395 : S —

# #
THE GUN DIGEST BOOK MODERN ey T
| OF ASSAULT WEAPONS LAW ENFORCEMENT » PLUS postage, insurance and handling fee ($3.00 for,

WEAPONS & TACTICS

By Wiley M. Clapp

An in-depth look at weapons,
equipment and tactics used by law
enforcement agencies. Examines
basic guns and special situation
weapons & equipment. 256 pages.
#MLEW . ... .. $1495

% each FREE book) LSBTy

* TOTAL ORDER

- e e e

EP.fease check one: @ ?
i | enclose full payment by || |
» check or money order. U.S. Dol-

2 lars Only.

AIRGUN DIGEST

| 2nd Edition

By J.I. Galan

Everything on air gun history,
trends and technology. Reportson
pneumatic, springpiston, CO? and
| otherairguns. Hunting and air gun
competition. Plus an important
review on safety. 256 pages.
“#AIR2 .. ..... $12.95

BEGINNER'S GUIDE TO
GUNS AND SHOOTING
Revised Edition

By Clair F. Rees

Revised and expanded edition of
the “How to" book for beginning
shooters. All the basics of under-
standing firearms. How guns work
and how to safely use them. 224
pages.

#BOGR: . ove s $12.95

% 1 Charge my credit card:
* (A Mastercard ' Visa

= Acct.No._
« Exp.Date
ESignoture
EPhone No. ( )

» 10-DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE.
- ALLOW 4-5 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY.

«DBI BOOKS, INC. Dept. E812

THE COMPLETE BLACK
POWDER HANDBOOK

By Sam Fadala

Everything from proper lubes and
rifling twist to do-it-yourself acces-
sories. Plus surefire loading
methods, ballistics, safety, suc-
cessful shooting tips. 320 pages.

#BPHB e $12.95

GAME CARE & COOKERY
Revised Edition

By Sam Fadala

Expanded edition covers every-
thing from harvesting and prepara-

tion to cooking and serving. Plus *

nearly 500 terrific recipes from a
hunter trained by a master chef.
320 pages.
#GCCR

= 4092 Commercial Ave., Northbrook, IL 60062

RMNome. k

“Address_____
% City

E U.S. & Canada only. Sorry, no APO'’s or FPO's.
« Check, money order or credit card data must accom-
% pany order. Please do not send cash.
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INTRODUCING
ERNIE’S NEW
HOLSTER —
Now 100% Angle Adjustable

and features a new high-tech

Fas-Track System!

Now in Stock

$99.00

Call for detalis!

IPSC —wpm:

. SHOOTING e
~ | SUPPLIES

ITEMS ARE FREIGHT PAID TO THE ORIGINAL 48 STATES
1-800-747-3845

WILSON ¢ SAFAIRI-ANID
COMBAT 5 DEDICATED TO EXCELLENCE B
A4 Ptain
5 — MAGAZINES — Brown Basket
7rd 45acp w/Base Pad. . ................o.... ! 666F Leatham/Enos Series Final Option 5" or 6" Auto (new) 74.00 74.00
7rd 45acp w/Extended Base Pad. . 23 New 2-piece Fender Model .............. 7400 8400 Combat Assault 5" or 6" Auto. .. 65.00 70.00
g:g :gggp w/BasePad.......... 666F Now available for SAW 645 & 745 .. 7400 84.00 Steel Challenge 4“ rev or 5" auto 62.00 68.00
p w/Extended Base Pad. i . Stock Revolver 4" & 6" for SAW Steel Challenge 6" rev or comp aut .67.00 73.00
ol Wﬁmnggg R ) i : K-L-N FIaMe .. .. oo 80.00 N/A &“ﬁ‘C“:WMPPg d’%ﬁ%‘g AN Py
Ord 38spr w. cg; ded Base et PPC 6° S&W KoL-N Erame DmuplglMlon a 195 for Buckle .3 .00 35.00
Nascied. Bl HAM 1800 Open Front for Ribs & Scopes . ............ 80.00 N/A Tnpraangwwh i i i R e i
Narrowed, Stainless ... ...................... 1800 Double Mag Pouch-Available Straight Up, Idaho Reloader (angle adjustable) .. ... ..
il ok Bl e 2500 Angle Back or Angle Forward. ......... 2800 3400 20O Selod bl )
Standa R e ey i S SR 50 Fender Single Mag Pouch ............... T N R e st ot st o R G ;
ndard Colt, Stainless ...................... 2400 o Double Mag Pouch 3400 4000 Single Speed Loader Pouch (metal) ............ 475
— BARRELS & COMP KITS — Fender Triple Mag b DR 3800 4600 Single Magazine Holder (metal) ............... 4.75
45acp 5" Stainless MatchBbl................. 100.00 Competition Belt (spring stoel Imed} """" 40.00 50.00
4%93:'$in:§mm:gal ................. :égg R ; JOHN SHAW
SBepe 6" Stainiess Bbiw/Ramp ... 113800 REMINGTON 2Shootto Wi" baok by Joh Shaw ... 1200
Mt ENin B EECY iy Aghe 38 SUPER BRASS 6 Pack Base Pads 2 self tapping screws . ..... 9.00
DB AR e Gl e S R e 240,00 1,000  Speed E Load Mag Well (Biue/Stainless). ... 26.00
LEK 453"388 St e SR L 26000 Nickle Plated, Un-Primed + P 80.00  Pro Shooters Bag (Black Ballistic Nylon) . . . . .. 69.95
LE-K 38spr Compensator Kit w/Ramp Bbi . ... 28000  unated, Un-Primed +:F.
e A B e <y SPEEDLOADERS
riland Comp I ( R R 675
3 ORE OEL X COMMMIN g o021 2o orcnn SR VIDEKI TRlGGERS Safariland Comp Il (S8W Kor L) ... ... 12.00
1 Piece Kit w/springs &shok buffs ____________ aam Speed Trigger, Long w/3 Holes . 13.00 Satariland Loading Blocks (S8W Korl) ...... 13.50
Group Gripper-Gov't/Commander . ....... 2200/2500 LongMatchTrigger ....................oc0. 12.00 Safariland Shooters Box . ................... 19.95
Full L Guide Rod/Group Gripper ......... 33.25 Gold Cup W/ HOBE . .o s 14.00 HKS [aII SIZ%, ceemns LD
ength /Group, Brippee xtended Ej HKS | locks (SBW K i
gggolis?ﬂngs12°r22|b3‘(csom?rn\‘aﬂrmﬂ h g;g E |7 e o B W, ¢ 5 s loading bl 5{ OFLOI'IY} ........ 3.95
't Springs 8,9,10,12,13,15,17,18%-each .... .
Extra Power Firing Pin Spring . . I |- METALFORM MAGAZ'NES MAG PACK
Reduced Power Mamspn?g .................. 1.50 45 Acp 7rd w/Round Follower ?'g 45acp OC?'HVGI’SIO\"I Kﬂsk&. e e
. N ta oa7s BUO................ 1000 Stainless ...... 1600, OACw Sp‘r’wnmn'“"’d“'klm ________ 5 Ca8
e ‘Vﬁjb‘h'*{rmb"‘“w 5 -ﬁa-“ ----------------- 20y SmmordBlue ....... 11.00 Stainless ......1550 ;
Do St oy ComPat - 3000 38sProvdBue ... 1050 Stainiess .....16.00 COMPETITION ELECTRONICS
T P e o R 5000 Shaw Pad installed onabovemags .......... 3.00 B e M
— SAFETIES & SLIDE RELEASES — Pro Tach Chronograph ..................... 129.95
Ex Thumb Safety (Blue/Stainless) ............. 21.00
Ambi Safety (Blue/Stainless) .................. 45.00
Ex Slide Release (Blue/Stainless) .............. 23.00
Standard Slide Release (Blue/SS) ............. 19.00
oL Sm%meﬁrsns')eﬁs """""" bl 10rd 38 Super Magazine Bl
_— —_ r Magazine Blue A
e Bl e e "850 10d 38 Buper Oomeorsion ke -1 725 b i o
Extended Ejectors (45acp or 38spr) ........... 19.00 8rd 45 Acp Magazine Blue ................... 1950 e 4, 1
Extended Magazine Release . .......... ... 2000 8rd 45 Acp Magazine Stainless ............... 22.50 t
Checkered Mainspring Housing . ....... . 3150 8rd 45 Acp ConversionKits. .................. 10.50 : o ®
The Combat 45 Auto Book by Bill Wilson . 1200 Shaw Mag Pad installed on above mags. .. ... .. 2.00 :
Checked Front Strap (Blue/Stainless) . . 1300 | OFFlC]AL
Barrel Link Kit {(includes 5 links) ...... . 19.00 IPSC TARG ETS
Replacement Bbl Links 1,2,3,4,5, each . 400 ALEXANDER st Sk A - ;
Slide Thumb Guard (Stainless) . ... ... . 1350 — 42¢ eac
Ma'd;WellfPBlgufgmr{ﬂes'sr; o .} ...... " 2000 Mag Guide Gowvt, Flat/Arched (B/S) 500 — 38¢ each
Mag Well (Black Plastic) . . .................... 600 Mag Guide Officers Flat (Blue/SS) . . z 1000 — 36¢ each
Brass Belt Buckle w/Wilson Logo . cee... 1100 AmbiMagRelease ...................eeenn Targets do notinclude
EK‘!’B.C{OI 45&0[] ?0 01" 30 Senas ............ :3% ED BROWN freight, please call
PPC Bull Bbl Underlug (Blue) ............ : 2875 Grip Safety (Blue/Stainless)................... 29.95 e
§ & W L Frame Underus (Blus/Stiniess) . 4500 Mag Well (Blue/Stainless) . ... 1. .11. 1" gg.gg o Tormcl Paateen
ubberBasePad ..................0nns 1.50 Commander Hammer ue ............. " % x :
Extended Base Pad (for Wilson Mags) . 1.75 Slotted Commander Hammer Stainless . ........ Deahfs sen d FFL

EASY TO OR DER for Dealer Price List.

Mail in your order along with certified funds, allow 2 week for Personal checks to cdllar Describe your order as clearly as possible and include your phone number.
Call in your order anytime. We accept VISA, MasterCard and UPS COD. Feel free to call if you have questions about any items listed or for help with ordonng

11 s nfo Ca ’ X '
i $19-277.3171 Denny sShootersSupply, InC. Cedar Falls, fowa so613,




GUN LEGISLATION

THE NRA
REPORT

JAMES JAY BAKER

GET OFF YOUR DUFFS AND ACT! THE
GUN-HATERS ARE IN FULL BATTLE CRY

chal ownership of handguns in Amer-
ica is threatened like never before.

During the past several months, our
Second Amendment rights have been
hammered by a coalition of anti-gunners,
media commentators and misguided law-
makers who have been duped into believ-
ing the propaganda fed them by both the
press and organized firearms foes. 1989 is
a pivotal year. America’s law-abiding gun
owners must shake off their lethargy and
battle back.

Encouraged by their victory in Mary-
land last year, handgun opponents pre-
dicted that in 1989 they would blanket the
nation with anti-gun legislation. Those of
us at the NRA prepared for the assault,
expecting tough congressional battles
over “‘waiting periods,” “Saturday Night
Special” legislation, federal registration
and the predictable deluge of new
schemes.

Then, in January, the dam burst. That’s
when repeat offender Patrick Purdy
walked up to a Stockton, California,
schoolyard and began firing at innocent
children.

The nation was sickened by this mad-
man’s actions, and America’s disgust cre-
ated a fertile climate for the major
offensive the anti-gun movement had
kept waiting in the wings.

Within a matter of weeks, handgun foes
switched their legislative emphasis to all
semi-automatic firearms—rifles, shotguns
and pistols. Photographs of Purdy’s semi-
automatic firearms fueled the attack, and
the media proved eager to join in the fray.

Editorial writers and television com-
mentators across the nation took up the
anti-gun cause. Although reporters rarely
bothered to check the facts, this media
blitz provided tens of millions of dollars in
free anti-gun advertising.

When those of us at the NRA at-
tempted to sift through the hysteria and
present not only accurate technical infor-
mation, but also the plain and simple
truth, we were often shouted down by a

new barrage of emotionalism masquerad- |

ing as news reportage.

As you're aware by now, this climate of
superstition and fear led to an outbreak of
anti-gun ordinances in California. Law-
makers, confused by endless waves of
propaganda, seemed eager to strike down
ownership of any firearm equipped with a
semi-auto mechanism and capable of ac-
cepting an external clip.

Anti-gun lobbyists attempted to con-
vince legislators that any semi-auto—

rifle, shotgun, or pistol—was essentially
an “assault weapon’* waiting to happen.

Our opponents claimed that criminals,
in a matter of minutes, could convert a
standard semi-automatic into a fully au-
tomatic “‘machine gun.” The entire prem-
ise is, of course, ridiculous.

But the truth no longer matters to the
anti-gun  movement and their media
allies.

In an attempt to counter the lies being
spread by the anti-gun movement, the
NRA has provided lawmakers at both the
state and national level with expert testi-
mony by law enforcement officials.

Time and again these police experts
have said that standard semi-automatic
firearms are rarely converted to fully au-
tomatic, due to both the difficulty and the
fact that criminals don’t obtain their fire-
arms over a sporting goods counter.

These law enforcement experts have
cautioned state legislators and Congress
that bans on semi-autos only restrict the
law-abiding. They add that in their capac-
ity as police officers, they rarely witness
the prosecution of felons who violate ex-
isting firearms laws.

So what we're seeing is a rash of pro-
posed anti-gun legislation filled with bias
and with no justifiable impact on crime.
Proponents are trying to spread these new
laws layer-upon-layer atop the 20,000 fire-
arms laws already in place across the
nation.

Yet at the same time, police officials are
telling us that America’s criminal justice
system isn’t bothering to prosecute crimi-
nals who repeatedly break existing fire-
arms laws. What's the sense of creating
new laws if the old ones aren’t being
enforced?
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NEW 1989
LYMAN CATALOG

The 1989 Lyman catalog features many new and improved
products including new Turbo Tumbler® models with the
Auto-Flo™ Self-Separating System. Also highlighted are
the new low cost Mini-Mag casting furnace and kits, Dia-
mond Knife Sharpener and All-in-One Reloading Kits.
Includes entry form for the Lyman On-Target Sweepstakes
with more than 100 chances to win exciting prizes.

Full size 36 page color catalog available for $2.00. Small 2
color version FREE. Please specify and write to Lyman.

Questions? Call Toll Free 1-800-22-1.YMAN

' i o " Dept. #3533, Route 147
— Middlefield, CT 06455

lasers

contact your dealer today or clip and
send this ad to AIMTECH for free
catalog and decal (AH)

Aimtech Scopes the Glock.

AIMTECH steps to the forefront by per-
fecting the first mount system for the
famous Glock 17, 19 and 17L pistols.

construction for scopes, electronic sights or

* Quick and easy installation-no drilling or tapping
» Unconditional, full replacement guarantee
These and additional benefits are incorporated into over
20 other popular model revolver and semi-auto pistols.

For information on the entire AIMTECH line

This new, innovative AIMTECH
system offers you these benefits:
e No sight removal

s High-strength, lightweight

P.O. Box 223

403 Smith Avenue
Thomasville, GA 31799
912 226-4313
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It’s a question each of us must ask our
local authorities, since the anti-gun move-
ment refuses to acknowledge the question
and legislators seem bewildered by the
complexity of it all.

of criminal acts eroding the constitutional
rights of the law-abiding. We're also
aware that millions of decent Americans
who also own guns feel exactly the same
way.

The truth no longer matters to the anti-gun
movement and their media allies.

By neatly sidestepping the real issues,
the anti-gun movement has managed to
gain momentum. They have the nefarious
advantage of molding tragedy into emo-
tional attacks that tug at the heartstrings
of a nation sick of violence and fed up with
crime.

Those of us at the NRA are not immune
to the same feelings. We're sick and tired

That’s why we've countered the current
onslaught of anti-gun legislation with a
crime control program that can help end
the violence without sacrificing firearms
owners’ rights. We've outlined a multi-
faceted project designed to put criminals
who use firearms behind bars. We've
asked all the states and Congress to step
up prosecution of violators.

* SOF 3-gun Champion

For more information and gun specifications:
J. Michael Plaxco, Rt. 1 Box 203

Roland, Arkansas 72135

501-868-9787

CHRONY BALLISTICS
PROGRAM

NEW for IBM, Apple, Macintosh #
Commod. 64 $34.95, plus $3.50
shippg. Demo disk $5.00 plus $3.50
shippg., $5.00 refundable w.purchase.
Money Order or VISA # & exp. date.

« IPSC National Champion
« World Speed Shooting Champion

+» Second chance Grand Champion

The only pistolsmith to ever win these championships

NEW MODEL
INTRODUCTION

Here's looking at you.

| am the Model 'F-1'

| am the younger brother of the Models F
& M.

And | am no longer green.

I'm red; In fact I'm red hot.

Inside me is a special circuitry which is
designed to calibrate me electronically at
the factory. This makes me more acurate
and allows me to work under a wider
range of light conditions. | work indoors
and outdoors. Compare me. | am the best
deal in town. And | weigh less than 2.5 Ibs.
Suggested Retail $99.95.

Ask your Dealer or write for more
information to:

SHOOTING CHRONY INC.

P.O. Box 101, LPO, Dept. AHG-7

Niagara Falls, NY 14304
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We want mandatory sentences that im-
mediately take these criminals off the
streets.

We want more prison space made avail-
able. and an end to the plea bargaining,
pre-release programs and paroles that set
outlaws free before they've served even a
small fraction of their time.

We've also asked federal authorities to
establish an instant identification system,
much like that used by credit card com-
panies. so that dealers can block at the
counter the sale of guns to convicted fel-
ons and the mentally incompetent. In this
manner, law-abiding citizens may con-
tinue to purchase firearms for sport and
self-defense without undergoing demean-
ing and often capricious “waiting pe-
riods’’—a system that burdens law
enforcement, costs taxpayers millions of
dollars and has repeatedly failed to reduce
crime.

We think a war on crime rather than
guns makes common sense. Yet our op-
ponents have doggedly stuck to their to-
tally inane attacks on gun ownership.
Why?

Because an end to crime isn’t the mo-
tive behind their efforts. Instead they self-
righteously feel that American citizens
are no longer intellectually and constitu-
tionally capable of owning firearms.
Theirs is an elitist attitude, to be sure. Yet
at this moment in time, it is also a quite
powerful one.

Can they succeed? Yes—unless legiti-
mate gun owners rise up en masse and
block their efforts. We are 70 million
strong.

Yet many have remained strangely si-
lent during the past months while the gun
wars raged at their hottest. Right now
firearms foes are working harder than
ever to try to ban all semi-automatic pis-
tols. This means you would no longer be
able to purchase guns including semi-auto
Berettas, Brownings, Colts, Glocks, Rug-
ers and Sig-Sauers, to name a few.

And in Maryland, which passed its
“Saturday Night Special” law under the
premise it would block the sale of small,
inexpensive handguns to criminals, offi-
cials now want the ban extended to expen-
sive, technically superior firearms.

This should give you some idea of the
deceit that governs the anti-gun move-
ment. And it should tell you what lies
ahead for all legitimate gun owners,
unless we act decisively
and act now.

James Jay Baker is a gun owner, hunter,
shooter and director of Governmental Af-
fairs for the National Rifle Association’s
Institute for Legislative Action. The NRA
is a not-for-profit organization dedicated
to supporting your right to keep and bear
arms through its lobbying, education and
promotional programs. Membership is
320 per year and includes a subscription to
The American Rifleman or The Ameri-
can Hunter. For more information, please
write to the NRA ar 1600 Rhode Island
Ave., NW., Washington, DC, 20036.
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VY 3 GET 1

BUY 3 G

BUY 3 GET 1 FREE!

3 GET1 FREE! BUY 3 GET 1 FREE!

and water jugs.

presents

VIDEO

44 MAGNUM

The .44 Magnum...rugged, powerful, intimidating. Is it
the world’s most powerful handgun, can its recoil
shatter wristbones, is it accurate out of the box? Lenny
Magill invites world champion pistol shooter and
combat master Mickey Fowler along with American
Handgunner Magazine editor Cameron Hopkins to
test most of the .44 Magnum

istols available today.
Featured are the S&W Z

odel 29, Ruger Redhaw

Ruger Super Redhawk, Magnaported Snubnose, De-
sert Eagle, even a rare Automag. Awesome firepower
s.oq‘uvr*ures with blasting and exploding watermelons

60 Minutes

$49.95

ORDER
NOW!!

-942-TAPE =~
ﬁ80092 APE

In CA (619) 569-4000 s
=— BUY3GET 1 FREE! .

VIETNAM
HOME MOVIES
VIETNAM AS IT REALLY WAS!
Actual documentary footage
taken by Gls in the war zones
of Vietnam. Personal 8mm
film of infantrymen, helicop-
ters, artillery, lifestyles, cities,
prostitution, combat and
much more. 3 separate vol-
umes each approx. 50 min.
Each $29.95
All three

VIETNAM
HOME
MOVIES

HOW TO SHOOT FAST
And Accurately
The fastest shooters in the
world show you how to shoot
fast and accurately. Complete
how-to information on equip-
ment, draw, grip,siﬁhtpiclure.
trigger pull... It's all here plus
lots more. Professionally pro-
duced with slow-motion,
graphics, music and complete

narration.
60 minutes $49.95

~
SURVIVING EDGED
WEAPONS
Action-filled video shows how
to defense “ knife culture” of-
fenders. How to assess an as-
sailant and control him physi-
cally. how inmates anul knife
experts train.  Improvised
weapons, interviews with of-
ficers who survived attacks,
first aid and more. Produced
for law enforcement only.
85 minutes $49.95

Woman'’s Guide to IPSC
Combat Pistol Shooting
Learn from the best women
combat pistol shooters in the
world. Everything you should
know about sight picture,
how to hold a gun, stance,
trigger pull, J)ra('li('v. equip-
ment, mental preparation and
much more. Debbie James,
Kerry Lathwell, Susan Cooper.
60 minutes 54‘;.95

WEAPONS OF WAR
The latest, high tech weapons
demonstrated in excellent
Defense Contractor videos
intended for the Pentagon
and other agencies. These are
not B & W white documen-
taries from 1944, this video
demos and displays some of
the most sophisticated war-
fare weapons known to man.
Anti-submarine, helicopters,
fighters, laser guided missiles.
4% minutes $39.95

BOB MUNDEN
The Fastest Gun Who Ever Lived
Incredible fast draw display
with live ammo. Complete
how-to for fanning and thumb-
ing with Colt single action re-
volvers. Includes card spliting
with both pistol and rifle,
aerial shooting, gun spinning
and much, much more.
g 75 minutes $49.95

ROCK 'N' ROLL #1
Fully Automatic
Machine Gun Fun
The finest, most informative
machine gun videotape ever
produced. The FBI, CIA, and
LAPD all have it! Complete
info on history, size, weight,
caliber, and characteristics of
UZI, M-16, AK-47, MAC-10,
MINI 14, and over 15 more.
45 minutes $49.95

ROCK 'N' ROLL #2
More Guns, More Fun
Popular demand for #1 crea-
ted the need for this tape.
Features 20 different full auto
machine guns with field-strip-
ping. THOMPSON, STEYR
AUG, M-14, M60, MAUSER
BROOMHANDLE, BAR, MP-

40, and over 14 more.
60 minutes $49.95

ROCK N’ ROLL #3
Sexy Girls & Sexy Guns
You've got to see this tape to
believe it. 14 outrageous, sex
irls in string bikinis and hi
els blasting away with the
sexiest full auto machine guns
ever produced. MAC-10,
UZI, THOMPSON, M-16,
AK-47, MP-5. Professionally
roduced in full color, you'll
love all 60 minutes of this non-
stop, action-packed video.
60 minutes $59.95

DEADLY EFFECTS
Wound Ballistics
Shows what bullets do to
bodies. How to choose effec-
tive handgun ammunition.
The effects of bullet weight
and bullet configuration. Stop-
ping power, energy transfer,
penetration and incapacita-
tion. From the producers of
Deadly Weapons.
Over 80 minutes.

| DEADILY
EFFECTS

$95.00

DEADLY WEAPONS

Learn the truth about modern
firearms. What they will and
will not do. Compares different
calibers shooting through glass,
into car doors, at bulletproof
vest, even into auto fuel tanks!
Thousands sold worldwide.
See for yourself whythe KGB,
FBI, CIA and hundreds of
police agencies have this tape.
Over 100 minutes. $49.95

FULL CONTACT
STREET FIGHTING
The most realistic demos and
instructions of what happens
in a street fight and how to
handle it. Attackers and de-
fenders fight in realistic situa-
tions with full power punches
and kicks. They wear gloves
and pads, but you'll quickly
realize what works and what
doesn’t when your life and

dignity are on the line.
50 minutes 549.95J

FULL
CONTACT
STREET
FIGHTING

Vietnam: Front Lin€............oounuans $29.95

Marine Corps Firepower Demo .. Steel Chall

American Mercenaries $39.95
Soviel War Games.... $39.95
Top Gun Jets ......... $29.95  Basics to Bullse
LLS. Mountain Rangers.......... $49.95

USPSA National Championships.. ..
Speed Championshi

MORE EXCITING VIDEOS

Pistol Masters
John Shaw Combat Shotgun.
John Pride: Winning PPC...........

w/John Pride ...

Ninja Combat: Hand to Hand Techniques . . . |
Knife or Death: Combat Knife Fighting. .. $49.95
Unarmed Def. Against Gun, Knife, Club . .. $49.95

ge Spee g
NRA/BIANCHI Cup Action Pistol
Paintball: Tactics and Strategy
Firestorm: How To Shoot Machine Guns.

Call toll free to order and to ask about any tape in which you
are interested. We'll be happy to answer all of your questions.

T 800-942-TAPE

In CA (619) 569-4000

Please send me the following videos:

7888 OSTROW STREET, #A |

Please include $3.00 shipping and handling.

Buy any three videos at the listed price and receive another MA"_ ORDER VIDEO *-E-:E‘ §

tape of equal or lesser value at no additional charge.

SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 92111

FREE! BUY 3 GET 1 FREE! BUY 3 GET 1 FR&)

MAILORDER
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INSIGHTS INTO IPSC

DAVE ANDERSON

THE STATUS QUO MUST BE QUESTIONED
TO MAKE ADVANCES IN PISTOLCRAFT

It‘s been said that there are two kinds of
people in this world—those who say
there are two kinds of people in the world
and those who don’t.

In the world of competition shooting
there have always been “two kinds of peo-
ple,” or at least two basic approaches.
One is to decide in advance what types of
equipment and techniques are correct,
and then draw up rules to suit these pre-
conceived ideas; the other is to pose a
shooting challenge and let competitors
figure out for themselves the best way to
meet it.

Looking at the rules, equipment and
techniques used in the various shooting
sports, one can make a couple of conclu-
sions. The first is that the former ap-
proach is the more common. The second
is that the latter approach has been re-
sponsible for most of the genuine progress
and improvements in firearms and shoot-
ing techniques.

The shooting sports, for some reason,
seem to abound with a host of myths, su-
perstitions and half-truths that through
time and repetition have come to be ac-
cepted as facts. Unrestricted competition
has a way of challenging conventional
wisdom and encouraging innovative
thinking.

Take the search for rifle accuracy. Just
a few of the accepted facts in the first half
of this century were that the barrel was
the key to accuracy, while the action was
of little importance; that a long barrel
was more accurate than a short one; and
that barrels first showed wear at the muz-
zle, where the bullet was going the fastest
(it was for years an article of faith with
many shooters that the way to restore ac-
curacy in a rifle was to cut an inch or so
from the muzzle).

In the late 1940’s benchrest competition
came along, and a lot of firmly established

'J..\ 'y

{ =0 %
Today's practical shooting offers
challenges that would be
inconceivable 10 years ago.

beliefs got a rude jolt. For the benchrest
clan no idea was sacred, no matter how
well entrenched.

Among many other things, they found
that the action has a lot more effect on
accuracy than had been suspected; that a
short, stiff barrel is likely to be more ac-
curate than a long one; and that barrels
wear out from the breech end, rather than
the muzzle.

The impact of this freewheeling, no-
holds-barred, innovative approach to
competition has been tremendous.
Knowledge gained by benchrest shooters
has gradually been applied to factory rifles
and ammunition, benefitting hunters and
shooters who may never even have heard
of the benchrest game.

It’s not just that the best rifles and am-
munition are more accurate, though they
are. The biggest benefit is that such a high
level of performance is so widely avail-
able, at such relatively modest cost.

A big-game hunter can go into his local
gunshop and buy a lightweight, synthetic-
stocked, stainless-steel barrelled rifle
along with factory ammo and get perfor-
mance comparable to target rifles of 30
years ago. And the equipment will main-
tain that level of performance in hot
weather or cold, on the desert or in the
rain forest, year after year.

Handgunning is by no means immune
to the myth-making process. In fact, when
the topic is fast draw or speed shooting it’s
safe to say that it leads the pack. In his
fine book No Second Place Winner Bill
Jordan comments, “There has been a
great deal of foolishness written about fast
gun work. Tales of the old time gunmen,
in particular, have been exaggerated to
the point of being completely ridiculous
to a logical person. Nor has the modern
fast draw been slighted in this respect. For
some unexplained reason, it is a subject
that tends to make unmitigated liars out
of normally honest men.”

These myths, combined with the “we
know what works best’ attitude (an atti-
tude that continues to this day) have con-
tinually hampered the development of
better handguns and shooting techniques.
The few real advances in pistolcraft that
have occurred in this century have been a
result of people who refused to accept
conventional wisdom as fact.

ne such person was the late Ed

McGivern of Montana, whose
shooting feats with double-action revolv-
ers are legendary. His book, Fast and
Fancy Revolver Shooting (1938). docu-
ments some of his accomplishments, such
as hitting five clay pigeons thrown in the
air, hitting thrown cards on edge, and fir-
ing five shots into the area of a playing
card at 15 feet in % of a second.

When he began his experiments in the
early 1900s the experts of the day, of
course, already knew all the answers. The
single-action revolver was the only gun
suitable for fast work, and it had to be
shot by “instinct™ since it was impossible
to use the sights for fast shooting.

McGivern quotes some of these experts
in his book: “*Double action shooting will
ruin any shooter’s holding . . . and make
hitting or grouping of shots quite impos-
sible.” And, ““The use of double action in

Range Officer
Mewsletter

he International Range Officers As-
sociation will soon publish a regular
newsletter for all IPSC range officers. The
newsletter is free and available upon re-
quest. It seeks to share information about
IPSC from around the world along with
useful guidelines for performing as a more
effective range officer.
You need not be a *‘certified” range of-
ficer to receive the newsletter. In fact, the

newsletter will inform you of the calendar
of classes (which are free) being offered
by IROA so that you can become certified
as a range officer.

IROA originally sought to obtain
names of accredited range officers to re-
ceive the newsletter through the govern-
ing body of IPSC in America, the United
States Practical Shooting Association.
However, USPSA refused to divulge the
names in an apparent attempt to restrain
IROA from disseminating the newsletter.

“If you wish the newsletter sent to all
1350 US Range Officers you may direct

that many copies of the newsletter, in sep-
arate covers, to this office. I will then con-
sider forwarding the newsletter,” said
Dave Stanford, president of USPSA in
a letter to Nick Alexakos, president
of IROA.

To obtain the “‘forbidden” IROA news-
letter, send your name and address along
with a short note stating that you would
like to receive the newsletter to:
International Range Officers Association

P.O. Box 805
Oakville, Ontario L6J 5C5
Canada
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Written by a master gunsmith

Information packed shop manual & video sets that
are a virtual gunsmithing course in themselves . . .

45 Automatic

A Shop Manual

Everythi
rth knowing ab
45 autos

Absolutely the best, most detailed, professional
gunsmithing manuals and videos we have ever seen!

VSP Shop M co troubleshooting, repairi refitting,
parts inspection, headspace, crane/yoke endplay and alignment,
rebarrelling., rebuilding, sight work, forcing cone work, trigger
work, action work, action timing, tuning, ramping, throating,
accuracy work, basic tools, gunsmith safety, and more . . .

ver:

Covers Colt M1911, 11A1, Commander,
Series 70, 80, and Officer's ACP Models

202 P
Softc:vg:rs- $17.95

Colt .45 Auto
Extra Value Offer:

We'll ship you both the Colt
.45 auto gunsmithing video
& the .45gAuto manual-
(the book and video set)

AVSS e o For Only-
fatumier 8 $63.95

You save $12.95

INAL

THE &¢W
REVOLVER
A &hop Manual

Just about everything
¥ there is to know about
( S&W revolvers . . .

Volume | covers the D, E, and | frames-
and models such as the Python, Official
police, Detective Special, Cobra, & Agent

Hundreds of detailed photos and illustrations!

224 Pages softcover- $19.05

Volume |
Colt D.A. Revolver
Extra Value Offer: {1iss"

We'll ship you both the Vol. | Colt
Revolver gunsmithing video and
the Vol. | Colt Revolver manual-
(the book and video set)

$64.95

VHS or

The Colt
Double RC\"()I vers

Action
A Shop Manual, Vol. |

Double
Action

For
Only-

2;‘".;’&"“: g Booksellers:
oy g call or write
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whalesale
& price lists

Extra Value
Package Deal:

You save $52.20
Buy all 3 gunsmithing
manual + video sets-

Plus the Volume Il Colt
D.A. Revolver shop manual-

And, we'll ship your order *UPS
insured and pay the charges-

Your Total Cost
Only- $199.95

Combined ME. ?;n
otal reg.- §2 E

PROFESSIONAL COMPANION
VIDEOTAPE VHS or BETA
approx. 60 min.

1vsp™

i Publishers

*UPS does not
ship to P.O. Boxes

Shop Manuals

Hundreds of detailed photos and illustrati

PROFE: L
COMPANI
VIDEOTAPE

The Colt
Revolvers

A Shop Manual, vol. 11

jons!

| Covers Smith & Wesson J, K, L, and N Frame Actions
Hundreds of detailed photos and illustrations!

152 Pages softcover- $15.95

Smith & Wesson Revolver
Extra Value Offer: Yousave $10.95

7| We'll ship you both the Smith &

§  Wesson gunsmithing video and the
Smith & Wesson revolver manual-
(the book and video set)

A §70.90 value:
SWR video reg. $54.95

SWR Manual reg.
Reg. price total —ﬁ‘g

Vol. Il covers all Mark llI's (J models),
V models, and AA models- such as
Official Police lll, the Lawman series,
Metropolitan, Trooper il and V,
Peacekeeper, and the King Cobra.
Hundreds of detailed photos and illustrations!

158 Pages softcover- s 15.95

With the Colt DA Revolver Shop
| Manuals Vols. | & I, you have at
I hand more colt DA revolver gun-
| smithing information than has
ever before been available.

For Only-

$59.95
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this work (fast draw) is almost sure to
throw the aim off.”

Unlike the experts, McGivern did not
claim to know what worked. Rather, he
set out to find what was best by “making
rather thorough tests of many of the long-
established customs and beliefs which ex-
isted and were quite generally accepted as
absolute facts . . . it will be readily seen
that some of the results secured by the
experiments conducted have disturbed,
and in some cases actually reversed, some
very well-fixed opinions and beliefs.”

McGivern had little time for, or pa-
tience with, the self-styled experts who
“in a loud voice assert . . . that they know
the limitations and possibilities of revolv-
ers, including the ‘impossibility’ of aiming
or using sights, or squeezing and control-
ling triggers, during . . . this kind of aerial
shooting.”

He also commented, “I simply do not

wrote, “The modern double-action re-
volver is the only gun worthy of serious
consideration.”

Police pistol competition was limited to
revolvers. (Why not? After all, we know
what works). Just as 50 years earlier
everyone knew the new-fangled double-
actions could never be as fast as the old
single-action Peacemaker, now everyone
knew that autopistols could never be as
fast as double-action revolvers.

Autos were too slow because the safety
had to be released or the hammer cocked;
double-action pulls, if present, were too
heavy; they were finicky, unreliable, had
to be perfectly clean to function at all;
they lacked power; and they didn’t ““point
right” for hip shooting.

The right way to shoot, of course, was
by point shooting from a deep crouch with
the free arm held across the chest to pro-
tect against enemy fire.

The few real advances in pistolcraft have
been a result of people who refused
to accept conventional wisdom as fact.

always agree with the romantic, nonsen-
sical chatter dished up by certain persons
who base their opinions on theory and un-
supported rumor . . . instead of on prac-
tical comparative tests.

“In all probability they couldn’t hit a
washtub tossed in the air without the ser-
vices of a surveyor to first measure all dis-
tances for them, and probably would also
expect the surveyor to hold the tub sta-
tionary while they shot at it.”

McGivern had invented a better mouse-
trap, but the world didn’t exactly beat a
path to his door. People, especially when
organized into bureaucracies, have an
amazing aptitude for resisting change. In
his book Sixguns (1955), Elmer Keith
wrote “For years McGivern advocated
double-action shooting for all police and
law enforcement officers . . . his voice
was just one among a multitude and was
lost in the wilderness . . . itis only in com-
paratively recent years that the FBI, the
Border Patrol, and some police organiza-
tions have added double action shooting
to the menu.”

Thena funny thinghappened. McGivern
had made tremendous contributions to
modern pistolcraft by challenging conven-
tional wisdom, but by the 1950’s his dis-
coveries had become the conventional
wisdom.

Keith and other writers of the day were
nearly unanimous in recommending the
double-action revolver. Col. Charles As-
kins later became a revolver critic, but
back then he wrote “Speed guns are best
made up with revolvers as the basic arm
. . . the only worthwhile fast jobs are lim-
ited to the sixguns.” (The Pistol Shooter’s
Book, 1953.) In a chapter of this book
added to the 1961 edition Bill Jordan
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Those were some of the accepted be-
liefs when, in the late '50s Jeff Cooper
started the practical shooting revolution.
Like McGivern before him, Cooper tried
to avoid preconceived ideas, and find out
what worked and why. He later wrote, “If
a man wishes to shoot single-action, or
from the prone position, or standing on
his head, he is free to try. Only thus can
we discover what works best. The course
poses the problem, and the shooter must
be left free to solve it. Any serviceable,
powerful pistol is eligible, and all compete
together without handicap.” (Cooper on
Handguns, 1974).

Cooper made another innovation—he
introduced other interested shooters to
freestyle competition. As more people
participated the fund of ideas, informa-
tion, and experience grew proportion-
ately, far more than any one person could
have collected in a lifetime.

That’s why, without in any way slighting
McGivern’s great accomplishments, 1
think Cooper has contributed more to the
knowledge of pistolcraft than any other
person.

Pmctica] pistol competition has had a
tremendous impact on the tools and
techniques of defensive shooting, both for
individuals and for law enforcement agen-
cies. It relates as benchrest competition
does to hunting—or perhaps as automo-
bile racing relates to street cars and high
performance driving.

It’s inherent in freestyle competition
that not every idea will be a winner (if we
knew the answers in advance there
wouldn’t be much need to experiment).

Inevitably there are bound to be some
wrong turns and evolutionary dead ends.

Actually even these provide some bene-
fit—they give all the self-proclaimed mar-
tial artists something to complain about as
they’re sitting around waiting for the big
gunfight.

For example, several years ago some
competitors experimented with a tech-
nique of looking at the holstered gun
while waiting for the start signal, rather
than at the target. Well, some of the gun-
fighter types carried on as though the Su-
preme Court had repealed the Second
Amendment and made Pete Shields pres-
ident for life. That particular fad seems to
have run its course and faded away, not
because rules were passed against it but
because it didn’t pass the test of time and
competition.

I guess I shouldn’t kid the martial art-
ists, but it’s hard to take seriously some
self-styled “‘realists™ who can’t tell the dif-
ference between the racetrack and the in-
terstate, especially when they avoid
competition the way werewolves avoid
the dawn. A true martial artist, it seems
to me, is one who studies the tools and
techniques of competition and determines
which can be adapted to self-defense.

He knows that match shooting is a
proving ground for ideas, and that the
fewer restrictions there are, the more in-
novations and concepts will result.

Those who know all the answers before
the questions’s even been asked are still
active. Currently their pet hate is the re-
coil compensator.

Now all a compensator does is reduce
muzzle rise, get the sights back on target
quicker and allow a faster rate of aimed
fire. This is a good result. It's what we're
trying to accomplish, and any real martial
artist would approve of technology that
achieves it.

But not the experts.

Recently an article appeared about a
match which stipulated no comp guns,
heavy barrels, .optical sights—just
“street-worthy” gear, as defined by the
match director. (We know what works,
right?)

Even the current USPSA handbook in-
cludes a stock/tactical gun class which
prohibits “‘extended barrels, compensa-
tors . . . porting of any type.” (Presum-
ably a stock Springfield Armory Omega
with factory porting isn’t really a stock
gun.)

I've tried to find just what it is about
comps that makes them so terrible. “Po-
lice on the street don’t carry comp guns.”
Sure. Thirty years ago police on the street
didn’t carry autopistols either.

“They just aren’t practical.” Why not?
“They just aren’t, that’s all. We know bet-
ter.” Right. And autopistols aren’t reli-
able, and double-action revolvers aren’t
as fast as single-actions.

The freedom to experiment and inno-
vate is one of the two major factors that
has made practical shooting competition
so valuable. The other factor—and it’s

even more important—is course ﬁ
design. But that’s another story.
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by Duncan Long

COMBAT REVOLVERS

The Best (and Worst) Modern Wheelguns

Whether you're a homeowner who wants to protect his own or a cop on a dangerous beat,

this book gives you a no-holds-barred look at the best and worst combat revolvers
available today. Firearms expert Duncan Long covers all the major foreign and domestic

revolvers -

from compact snubbies to powerful .44 Magnums — by Smith & Wesson,

Colt, Taurus, Ruger and other manufacturers. The Colt Python, Charter Arms Bulldog,
S&W Model 29 and Ruger GP 100 are just a sampling of the hundreds of guns examined
here. Other chapters discuss essential (as well as unnecessary) accessories, tips on how
to pick ammunition to get the job done, how to buy a used revolver without getting ripped
off and important secrets for caring for the pistol that you may one day stake your life on.

' x 11, softcover, 115 photos, 152 pp.

$16.95
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THE RUGER .22 AUTOMATIC PISTOL

a million owners so well. Exploded
diagrams show how to field-sirip
and reassemble with a minimum of
fuss, and photos illustrate varia-
tions, modifications and accessories
for one of the most popular .22
automatics ever made. 5% x B%,
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COP TALK

MASSAD AYOOB

REFLECTIONS ON THE BETTER HALF:
A COP’S WIFE IS WHAT MAKES A COP

y wife Dorothy enters the bedroom

as I finish dressing for work. She
sees the Colt .357 Magnum slide into my
uniform holster, and cocks an eyebrow
under the cascade of her long brown hair
and says, “A Python night. Must be a
good rookie.”

We've been together since 1965. She
noted on the second date that I kept a Colt
.45 automatic somewhere in my '58
Dodge, and her acceptance of that part of
my life accelerated our relationship.

She was part of my life when I pinned
on my first badge, hid her pain when she
went through all those nights of a young
cop’s bride. The nights when she doesn’t
think he’ll come home, the nights when
he comes home bitter and haunted by the
horror he has seen, the things he has been
forced to do, the dichotomies of human
value he’s been thrown face to face with.

She was there to share my bitter fury
when I was suspended with recommenda-
tion to terminate for *‘promoting insubor-
dination,” there to share the sweet taste
of victory when the police commission
vindicated me on the false charge.

And there to proudly run her long and
gentle fingers over the sergeant’s stripes |
started with on the police job that fol-
lowed in a new department, after the de-
feated old chief had to write me a letter of
reference when I gave him back his pa-
trolman’s shield, dripping in invisible K-Y
Jelly.

She says, A Python night,” and I don’t

when I'm rolling with an average cop, I'll
carry an average gun, a Smith & Wesson
Model 13 just like his. I'm here to give him
confidence in what The Department gave
him to work with, and I'd be the ultimate
hypocrite if I sat next to him and said, “Of
course, you can take care of yourself with
a revolver,” and then shifted my $1500
custom combat .45 automatic as if to add
silently, “Of course, I wouldn’t carry a
piece of crap like that.”

FTOs, and a sergeant named Bob Wun-
derlich who knows training inside out.
They are the ones who polish the raw ma-
terial and make it work. The chief sends
them out with the training lieutenant for
a final inspection, a final polish.

This is what Dorothy means. At the
Colt factory, the regular bluing process
finishes a Trooper .357, and a highly
skilled inspector gives it its final test. The
young cops who come to me are like those
Colt Troopers: they work every time, and
they get the job done.

Our wives are like our Pythons, the creme de la
creme, only we don’t get to wear them with our
uniforms as badges of honor.

have to ask. She knows that when I'm
working alone I carry a .45 automatic, but
when I'm working one-on-one training I
carry a .357 Magnum revolver. It’s the gun
we issue our cops, though they can switch
to an automatic if they can qualify to an
extremely high standard. By definition,
the ones who qualify that high aren’t
rookies anymore, and don’t need the
Training Lieutenant to be riding with
them.

Any good department has a Field
Training Officer, or FTO, program. The
new ones ride with the vets. The Acad-
emy installed their engine, and we break
it in for the first 500 hopefully trouble-free
miles. My agency has its share of good
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At the Colt factory, the elite Python is
the super-expensive prestige gun, its final
fitting done by the most seasoned work-
men, its final polish done with a 400-grit
emery as fine as talcum powder.

When I've got a really good young cop
to ride with, one I know has listened to
the street-smart trainers like Wunderlich,
I know all I have to deliver is the final 400-
grit polish, the tiny subtleties of tech-
nique, differences only another profes-
sional can notice in a product of already
fine quality.

The police wife sees the metamorpho-
sis. She knows that the gun reflects the
cop as surely as the pet mirrors the per-
sonality of the owner. She knows that

But when I get a really good one, the
mood seems to reflect, and the four-inch
.357 that goes into my holster is that Colt
Python. Like any cop’s wife, Dorothy
knows that “‘Pet reflects the personality of
the owner™ syndrome.

She was with me when I used that gun
to take First Master at the Fraternal Or-
der of Police National shoot in 1977, when
I used it to set the record high of 597 out
of 600 on the service four-inch only course
at the New Hampshire Police Association
annual match in 1988.

Its action was tuned by Jerry Moran,
who no longer seems to be available, and
without him to maintain it she knows I use
it sparingly. In short, it comes out only on
special occasions.

“Good cop?” I hear the tenderness in
her voice. It’'s a mother’s question; like
any cop’s wife, she’s learned to feel the
quality of his partners through him, sight
unseen.

“The best,” I answer. **Rick was a para-
medic before he came to us. He's got that
feel for people, for helping professions.
He’s already learned to tell BS from fact,
and he won't break when there’s blood all
over the place.”

We hug as I pass by her. It's been a long
time since I had to promise her [ wouldn’t
come home in a box. Cops’ wives learn
not to verbalize their fears, just as they
learn to feel what their husbands are feel-
ing when they go to work.

She has noticed that, for me, wearing
the Python to work is like a rite of pas-
sage, something I started doing subcon-
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sciously long ago on the night I felt the
rookie was going to graduate with honors.

Cops could not be cops without cops’
wives. We have the highest divorce rate
around, and one of the highest suicide
rates, and the wives who stay with us and
keep us going are the unsung heroines of
the whole profession.

Our wives are like our Pythons, the
creme de la creme, only we don’t get to
wear them with our uniforms as badges of
honor except on promotion day or at our
funerals, when the Chief hands her the
folded flag he just took off our coffin.

The hug ends, and I head for the door,
thinking how lucky I am this beautiful
woman is mine, and the telephone rings
before I get out. It’s a cop I trained in the
Midwest who has a crisis on his hands.
Two nights ago, a young officer there got
into something that ended tragically, with
the death of a 15-year-old. The patrolman
is under sedation. He has only bruises on
the outside; the dangerous wounds are in
his psyche. “'I wanted to help people, not
kill them,” he kept saying before the sed-
ative took effect.

I call my chief and get permission to
come in late. Then I call the other guy’s
chief. He tells me the kid is 25 and a year
on the job. a job he’s wanted since child-
hood. The officer’s wife is 19, with a small
child at home and another on the way,
and she wants him to turn in his badge,
wants that with a deep and bitter passion.

The young cop has gone on paid leave,
heading to his parents’ home with his wife
and child. When something brutal has
happened to you, it is nature’s way to
head back to the nest, to draw in the cur-
tains against the pain. The chief out there
tells me he’ll give the kid my number.

I tell the chief to leave two messages.
One, for the young patrolman to phone
me collect.

The other, for his stricken young wife
to make a collect call to Dorothy. When
crisis strikes a cop, there are damn few
support mechanisms in place for him, and
a damn sight fewer for his family.

When the call is over, I set the phone
gently in the cradle. I hate to feel tired at
the beginning of the shift. Dorothy will
wait for her call at home, as I shall wait
for mine to be transmitted through the
P.D. She’ll handle this on her own, just as
she handles home protection while I'm
gone, the way most cops’ wives do: a
loaded gun where she can reach it, rein-
forced by the knowledge that she’s gone
through crisis before and prevailed, some-
times by herself and sometimes vicari-
ously through her spouse.

As I walk down those steps to go to
work, I know I've got more than one Py-
thon at my side. Two finely-tuned ma-
chines, a hard mechanism and a
sometimes-harder organism, both of
which I can trust my life to along with the
lives of brothers and others. Both power-
ful, both high-performance tuned. Both

proven over the years. 1

And both, utterly reliable.

T‘ACTICAL LS E_(O)=
‘¢ o

They glow in the dark, but are they lighting your
way to trouble? Use mght sights wisely with these
tactical tips from a street-savvy gunfighter.

By Massad Ayoob

N ight sights, first popularized by inve
unlt hd\l. been wnh us for some Ilml. T hc\ are .1rnnn g

sold with over-rated half
s having a ten-year service

First, they are not permanent. In 1hc
life. One sight I acquired in the Seventies,

't had dimmed out in half that time.

on was another problem. One popular brand came in a brass casing

that had to be fitted into the sights by your own gunsmith. The first firm to install

their own suffered a lot of broken units in the field. It was reported that one

bdlt‘h of night sights had failed so badly that they’d contaminated an armory with

ity when they broke during installation.

products are better l'.I'IddL.. Factory-produced night sights using self-

: options on guns ranging from

New aftermarket firms have

streamlined the installation prnu.‘a\ improving reliability, durability, and cost
effectivene

Running a school that teaches combat shooting around the US and in
South America, Europe and Africa, I get to see a wide spectrum of these de
as installed on the average consumer s gun, not specially tailored fo

rience is that the Trijicon unit has the highest rate of custon

students and I have yet to experience a failure with one, and the glow

e sights is extremely bright. The y staf

for you if you send them the pistol’s slic frame and barrel, and
I've not yet seen a botched job. The price is competitive and reasonable. The
installation is particularly simple and reasonable if your gun al C
dot sights, such as the Colt Officer’s Model ACP or the Heck
My own P7 was on In become the test gun for this art

First, if you're an IPSC s e advised that a good set of mght sights is
almost mandatory for wmning night matches. In defensive handgunning, how-
ever, there are two are no pun intended, night sights shine.

One is home defe est and surest armed home protection tactic is to
avoid searching the house for intruders, ins alling the family into a safe
room and taking cover :.'-t]]mu the authori 1g a defensive ambush in

se armed intrud

A burglar with a we
ened safe roomis a pcrfent t'arbet fnr mLht sig g
enough for a shot with a poorly aligned piqtnl to miss emlrcI\ or to stnl\t lhr.
potentially lethal intruder in a less than incapacitating location, allowin
get off shots at innocents. The precise alignment afforded by the glowing sights
gives a greater guarantee of a stopping hit.

The great disadvantage of night sights
away to an opponent as you move in th
visible only to those behind the g gun, and that means only you and yours. Instead
of seeing a green glow in time to sneak behind y the only color the home
invader i‘; ]ikel toseeisa bl‘lbhi ordngc muzzle flash, re

T s survival scenario. When one
must kill dmmd]s for h. _ aware of the fact that nocturnal
animals are often more easily hunted than creatures of the daylight.

While this foraging often involves a beam of light in the animal’
nature of this type of hunting is such that you don’t alw:
etted sight picture with conventional sights. Night sigh .
of dropping the food-bearing mammal in its tracks, where it can be retrieved for
sustenance. (While night sights would obviously be a boon to poachers, we are

Continued on page 108

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER « JULY/AUGUST 1989

37



SILUETAS

JOHN TAFFIN

HOW TO REVIVE THE SILHOUETTE GAME
WITH A REFRESHING NEW CHALLENGE

he weather conditions were lousy, as

rotten as they could possibly be and
still hold a silhouette match. Twelve
inches of snow on the ground, more
where the wind had blown, and the tem-
perature at 32 degrees with a freezing
rain. The kind of weather that chills a sil-
houetter to the bone. Since targets could
not be set even using a four-wheel drive
which would quickly bog down in the
heavy, wet snow, snowmobiles were
pressed into service. Surely no one would
show up to shoot silhouettes in such hor-
rible weather and conditions.

But show up they did, and our local
club had our highest turnout ever re-
corded as 125 signups were registered and
shot through that winter day in 1982.
Since that time it has been downhill and
now even when the weather is perfect, we
have a big day if we have 25 signups for a
match. Shooters used to come from
Washington, Oregon, Utah and Nevada
as well as far corners of Idaho to take part
in our monthly shoots. Now we cannot
even get all of the local silhouetters out in
perfect weather.

Is this an isolated situation? [ think not.
I have talked to other silhouetters around
the nation and this seems to be the
norm rather than the exception. What has
happened?

Is all the excitement gone? Is silhouet-
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ting on its last legs? What can be done to
reverse the trend?

Silhouetting has had a tremendous im-
pact on the handgunning world. Silhouet-
ting is directly responsible for the
development of many new handgun car-
tridges over the past ten years as well as a
great improvement in handguns and
sights for long range shooting. Handgun
hunters as well as silhouetters have bene-
fitted immensely from the direct influence
of silhouetting on manufacturers of hand-
guns and related items. While I certainly
do not consider myself as one who has all
the answers, I will put forth some ideas
herewith and hope some readers will also
respond with some of their own ideas.
Some ideas may sound radical, but per-
haps radical changes are necessary if sil-
houetting is to reverse its downward trend
and grow once again. And I offer these as
food for thought from one who normally
prefers the status quo and who usually re-
sists change very strongly.

Let’s look at the following areas that
possibly need change: challenge; course
of fire; competition; compensation and
cooperation.

Challenge: Perhaps this could best be
labeled lack of challenge. When silhouet-
ting started in the 1970’s, it is doubtful
that anyone ever envisioned that the game
would be conquered. Basically, the only

firearms available to shoot 15 years ago
were .357, .41, and .44 Magnum revolvers
from Colt, Ruger and Smith & Wesson.
As the game progressed, revolvers took
on longer barrels, better sights and more
powerful chamberings. At the same time
Thompson/Center directed much of their
efforts towards the silhouette game. We
have reaped the rewards of much better
handguns, but the guns are too good for
the game as it is now set up.

Add to this, the exotic unlimited guns
that have come along, and 40 x 40’s have
become commonplace with some shoot-
ers simply needing to show up to be guar-
anteed a perfect score. The lack of
challenge for the top shooters brings in
boredom and they go off to shoot action
pistol or take up archery or whatever will
give them a fresh challenge. The joy is
found in the trek to perfection not in the
arrival. The challenge must be brought
back to the game for International and
AAA shooters.

Course of Fire: The course of fire re-
mains the same as it was originally set up:
chickens, 50 meters; pigs, 100 meters; tur-
keys, 150 meters; and rams, 200 meters.
It was a tough course, but it has been con-
quered over and over again. Is it time to
take a serious look at changing the course
of fire?

What are the options? A few possibili-
ties that surface are:

1) Setting the targets at longer dis-
tances, out to a maximum of 500 yards for
the ram.

2) Going to smaller targets. This could
be very expensive if all clubs had to
change the size of their targets but it could
be phased in over a period of time as tar-
gets need to be replaced.

3) Setting targets not at the standard
distances but at unknown distances. This
makes it a little more realistic for the sil-
houetter that is shooting steel as prepara-
tion for hunting.

4) Along with the idea of preparation
for hunting, mark each animal with a kill
zone and change from counting targets
that simply go over to targets that have
solid hunting hits.

5) Take a serious look at The Master’s
Long Range course of fire. Targets are
not engaged from left to right but from
close to far. For example, targets are shot
in a sequence of one at 100 meters, then
one at 200 meters, and then back again
for a total of 10 targets in 90 seconds in-
stead of five targets at one distance in 120
seconds. There is no time for making sight
corrections from near target to far target
and no spotters are allowed. The shooter
must know his gun and load intimately.

Competition: While the course of fire
remains incredibly easy for some good
shooters, other good shooters can no
longer compete for a very simple reason:
they can no longer see the sights. Many of
the pioneers of silhouetting have dropped
out for the reason as stated to me by one
well-known handgunner: “I’'m not going
out and embarass myself by competing in
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Double D class simply because I can no
longer see the sights well enough!”

The answer is simple: The time has
come for scopes. Too many experienced
silhouetters and would-be silhouetters are
now locked out of the game. Action pistol
shooters use scopes, The Master’s Tour-
nament allows the use of scopes, big game
hunters use scopes, varminters use
scopes, Hunter and Field pistoleros use
scopes— all God’s chillun use scopes ex-
cept in long range silhouetting! (With one
exception, that being unlimited standing
class under NRA rules.)

Even if scopes were limited to non-
magnifying 1x or electronic scopes such as
the Aimpoint or ProPoint, the results
would be accomplished. It is not magnifi-
cation that is needed but sight definition.
A shooter could declare to shoot in sco-
ped class or iron sight class, not in both.
The idea being to open up silhouetting
for those who are now locked out, not
give those with good eyes another way
to compete.

Compensation: Could it be that more
shooters would take part if the prizes were
larger? Some of us are only interested in
the shooting for shooting’s sake, but oth-
ers cannot see spending more than they
can receive even if they take first place.
Maybe it is time to take a good look at the
prize structure. Maybe more would shoot
if the prizes were more than a small tro-
phy. Maybe more would shoot if they
could recoup at least the amount they
spent for ammunition and travel. Maybe.

The top winners in The Master’s Tour-
nament each took home more than
$15,000. What did the top winners in
IHMSA Internationals and NRA Nation-
als receive? A handshake and a trophy.

Cooperation: We now have two major
organizations putting on silhouette
matches: IHMSA and NRA. Each has its
own rules and ranges. Would it not be
better for shooters if both groups got to-
gether and established one set of rules and
allowed all ranges to be used for either
organization? Even the NFL and AFL
were able to iron out their differences and
merge and the result has been an explo-
sion of fan support for football.

It is a sad state of affairs when The Mas-
ter’s Tournament and IHMSA Interna-
tionals are held at the same time. Many of
the shooters involved would like to take
part in both. It is time for some real co-
operation to be evident here. IHMSA will
have to make the move as it is the largest
organization.

Could not IHMSA appoint a commit-
tee to seek cooperation between all three
groups of IHMSA, NRA and The Mas-
ter’s Tournament? The end result would
certainly benefit all shooters.

Silhouetting is now at a crucial time.
We can back into a corner and defend sil-
houetting as it is now to the death. Or we
can take a realistic look at the situation
and do what is necessary to save the sport.

There are no ﬁ

other choices.

H By John Taffin

O ne of my favorite sixguns is the 75-
inch single action, be it of the Ruger
or Colt persuasion. I like the way they
balance in my hand and I especially ap-
preciate the fact that they shoot so much
better than the shorter barrels. At least
for me. There is a major problem, how-
ever, as they are very difficult to holster
comfortably without going to a shoulder
holster.

The problem has been solved, and quite
ingeniously, by Alvin Brickey, a holster
maker from Lancaster, Kentucky. These
holsters, or rather holster systems, are
marketed exclusively by Texas Longhorn
Arms (P.O. Box 703, Dept AH, Rich-
mond, TX 77469) and are known as the
Texas High Rider.

The idea behind the Texas High Rider
is to allow any barrel length to be carried
high and comfortably and also to permit
the holster to be easily removed when one
comes into town without the necessity of
removing the holster belt. Brickey accom-
plishes all of this by combining a holster
with a belt slide.

The holster fits into the belt slide and is
locked into place by the bottom end of a
loop on the front of the holster that con-
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tains a female snap that mates with a male
snap on the front of the belt slide. The top
end of the loop serves as a hammer safety
strap. All quite compact.

When removal of the holster is desired,
one simply unsnaps the loop and the hol-
ster can be removed from the belt loop.
While in the belt loop, the holster holds
the sixgun high and tight to the body al-
lowing even a 7¥2-inch barreled sixgun to
be worn while sitting.

The design allows the holster to be
worn either butt forward or backward on
either the right or left side and when the
holster itself is removed, a semi-auto-
matic can be carried in the belt slide, also

A unique holster system for sixguns.

on either side and butt forward or back-
ward.

I have been working with both 4¥%-inch
and 7%-inch single actions and find that
the draw from either can be accomplished
quickly and smoothly. And, of equal im- §
portance, the whole sytem is quite com-
fortable to wear without the weight of the
heavy handgun pulling the pants down.

The Texas High Rider can be had in
smooth or roughout leather, dark, tan, or
brown finish. All are made from top grain
cowhide. They can also be had in basket
weave, carved, or fish scale design. Price
of the basic Texas High Rider system is
$67.50 for 4¥%- and 5'-inch single action
guns and $73.50 for 7%-inch single ac-
tions. For double actions the price is $3.00
more.

Once the first system is purchased,
holsters can be purchased separately to fit
the original belt slide for $55.00 and extra
belt slides can be purchased for $18.50.

For those who may prefer a more tra-
ditional holster, Texas Longhorn Arms
will also offer a standard belt holster that
rides high on the belt. For more informa-

tion, send $2 to ﬂ

Texas Longhorn Arms.
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The AYOOB FILES

ARMED CITIZENS FIGHT BACK:
HISTORY’S LESSONS

Situation: The anti-gunners Lesson: History says

smugly denounce your right to differently. Two famous cases
self-defense. After all, the police of armed citizens coming to the
protect you. rescue.

The powerful forces that would ban civilian ownership of handguns in this country have
great influence with the general media. This is one reason that when a berserker like James
Oliver Huberty cuts loose in a place like the McDonald’s in San Ysidro, the newspaper and
TV editorialists scream for more restrictions on citizens’ gun rights.

But only the gun owners reflect on how the tragedy could have been averted had a single,
competent armed citizen been present to deal with the problem.

This is not a new phenomenon. We've seen it over many years. In this column in the past,
armed citizens who've assisted the police or solved the problem themselves have often been
highlighted. Some of the great gun battles of history show that as long as there have been
guns, there have been citizens with the courage to pick them up and lash back at the forces
of evil. Consider the two following examples.

August 1, 1966, Austin, Texas. Charles Whitman, a model of young manhood gone berserk,
has murdered his wife and mother, then climbed to the pinnacle of the University of Texas’
clock tower. He has a 6mm Remington Model 700 bolt action rifle with scope, a Remington
760 pump rifle in .35 Remington caliber, a .30 carbine, and a JC Higgins semi-automatic 12
gauge shotgun, produced by High Standard, with a barrel he has sawed off.

He also has a Smith & Wesson .357 Magnum, a P-O8 Luger, a Galesi .25 automatic, and a
pair of Colt single shot derringers in .22 Short.

The Texas Tower sniper has just opened one of the most nightmarish chapters in Ameri-
can crime. Using primarily the 6mm, he opens fire into the streets. Before his guns fall
silent, he will have killed a total of 16 innocent people, and shot and wounded 20 more.

The anti-gunners will forever after speak of Charles Whitman as the archetype of the
beast they seek to destroy. They conveniently leave out one very pertinent fact:

The Texas citizens shot back.

The August 15, 1966 edition of Newsweek told it this way: “High on the tower, he kept up
his murderous barrage, racing around the observation deck, firing swiftly under each of the
four gold-edged clocks that face out over the campus—and each blast from the powerful
deer rifle rang out with the ear-splitting blast of a stick of dynamite. By now, however, the
world below had begun to fight back. City police, state troopers, Texas Rangers—and ordi-
nary, sun-bearing Texans—converged on the tower.” (Emphasis added).

Firearms authority Jan Stevenson notes that the very first volley of return fire came from
a private citizen armed with a .30 M-1 carbine that he had purchased for $15 through the
NRA-affiliated Director of Civilian Marksmanship program.

This return fire of combined police and citizen weaponry clearly limited the death toll.
For the first few minutes, Whitman had roamed the parapets unmolested, coolly and calmly
raining his deadly fire down upon helpless targets. Now under fire himself, he was forced
to crouch down behind cover and keep changing positions. Whitman had become more
concerned about his own survival than about getting good firing angles.

Newsweek itself admitted this: “NWow the great Westminster chimes of the bell-tower clock
had sounded the half-hour of 12:30, and the steady crackle of returning fire from law-

Continued on page 96
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PISTOLSMITHING

JOHN LAWSON

NEW BROWNELL’S MOUNTING FIXTURE
CURES SIGHT RIB INSTALLATION WOES

O ne of the major trends of the 80’s is
toward Action Shooting. As a mat-
ter of fact, you can hardly ever walk onto
a firing line, these days, where a highly
specialized pistol or revolver oriented to
the action sports isn’t in use.

The impact of action shooting is spin-
ning off to pistolsmiths as increased de-
mands from handgunners for optical
sights, scopes and ribs with rapidly adjust-
able iron sights. This demand has often
turned into a lucrative addition to a shop’s
services, provided they didn’t try to meet
it with the obsolete eyeball technique of
alignment and hole spotting.

The old squint, squirm and body en-
glish routines with cross test level and ma-
chinist’s square are rapidly disappearing
in favor of fixturing techniques that are
fast, accurate and uniformly reliable, re-
sulting in mountings that are perfectly col-
limated with bore centerline on the first
try. Some of the other systems require
considerable plugging and tinkering to get
properly aligned. At least, this has been
my experience.

Recently, Power Custom, in collabora-
tion with Brownells, brought out a unique
sight, scope and rib mounting fixture that
is an amazing engineering feat; it not only
locates holes for revolver mounts and
ribs, but also quickly adapts to a configu-
ration that allows perfect location of
mounting holes on the longer hunting and
silhouette guns, such as the TC and XP-
100.

But, its versatility doesn’t end there. It
will also handle bolt action rifles and most
shotguns, making it the most universal fix-
ture ever designed for gun shops. Pur-
chase of this one fixture will put a shop
into the mounting business on a broad
spectrum of customer guns. I've used
mine for a number of months now, and it
has paid for itself several times over.

I found only one fault with the SSR fix-
ture for revolvers and single shot pistols,
and that was easily remedied. Quite pos-
sibly, this would not even be a problem
for your shop. I found that when I moved
the fixture from milling machine table to
production table for the drill press, that I
had to re-level the fixture slightly. This
proved cumbersome with the socket head
cap screws supplied as legs for the leveling
legs: the fixture had to be tilted off base
to get an allen wrench into the socket for
adjustment.

I quickly remedied the inconvenience
by substituting two %4"-20 x 1” hex head,
grade 5 bolts. Chucking them in the lathe

with threads protected by a thick brass
shim, I turned the heads flat, square and
smooth with a carbide bit, turned on the
lock nut and I was back in business. A pair
of 76" open end wrenches allows me to
level the fixture and lock the leveling
screws in place with great accuracy in a
fraction of the time it originally required.
I can watch the bubbles of the cross test
level throughout the whole operation.

The SSR fixture holds and aligns re-
volver barrels very accurately by the ef-
fect of two centers at the crown and the
leed. An action support through the cyl-
inder opening supports the frame and a
lower frame clamp allows the entire frame
and barrel to revolve around the pair of
centers to insure that the top strap is
square to the drill bushing mount, result-
ing in holes that are truly centered in the
frame and perpendicular lengthwise.

Happily, the SSR fixture uses the same
size drill and tap bushings as the Forster
sight mounting jig, so you may already
have what you need in this department.
The Forster locating pin is a great conve-
nience for checking the holes in a rib to
determine whether they are centered in
the rib.

Years ago 1 made up a set of locators
with %" shanks that had short locating
pins exactly clearance drill size for base
mounting screws, These drop in with
great certainty when the holes are central,
and I prefer them to the 60° locating cen-
ter; the few minutes it took to turn them
out of drill rod was well worth the effort.
If you don’t want to make your own align-
ing tools, Brownells sells a set of hole cen-
ter punches that will accurately align #6,
#8 and #10 holes through the fixture's
bushing plate, with the proper bushings.

While the SSR fixture is spot-on accu-
rate for revolver and some pistol mount-
ings, due to the centers aligning both ends
of the bore, it shares the same weakness
that the Forster and B-Square rifle fix-
tures have: The fixture aligns on the out-
side contour of the barrel, in the case of
the Forster and SSR, and the inside re-
ceiver contours in the B-Square.

We'll end this session with a grim safety
reminder from Oh, Pshaw! This is di-
rected toward pistolsmiths who still allow
clients to roam through the plating area of
their shop:

“The chap who told the shooting yarns,
No longer is a bore,
For what he thought was H,O,

Was H,SO,.” ﬂ
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Gold
Standard

If you have been mining for
gold in a pistol powder, pan
some Accurate No. 2. Ac-
curate is setting a new gold
standard for reloading pistol
cartridges. It’s even labeled in
gold, so dig around your deal-
er’s shelf before the Gold
Rush begins. And while
you’re there, look for the full
line of Accurate powders:
No. 5, No. 7, -
No. 9, 1680,
2230, 2460,
2520, 3100,

Accurate Arms

Company, Inc.
P.O. Box AH7




HANDLOADING

CHARLES E. PETTY

PRESSURE SIGNS FROM REVOLVERS AND
PISTOLS ARE DIAGNOSED DIFFERENTLY

e have all been taught to look out

for pressure signs in our reloading,
but when you talk about pistols most folks
tend to think the primer is the best clue.
Itisn’t.

Very often, by the time the primer
shows the traditional signs of flattening or
cratering, the pressure is already above
reasonable limits. There are other, better,
things to look for.

Don’t think I mean we should ignore
primer signs, that isn’t what I mean at all,
it's just one of a number of clues we have
to tell us something about pressure. And
just because a load is safe in one particular
gun doesn’t mean it will be safe in every
gun. That’s why we keep harping on
“work up loads gradually.™

Revolvers and automatic pistols give us
pressure signs in different ways. While
there are plenty of things to look for in
automatics, the best clue of all in revolv-
ers is the ease— or difficulty— with which
you can extract fired cases.

When you can invert a revolver and
have the cases fall out, you can be sure
that pressure isn’t a_problem, but if you
have to beat upon the ejector rod to get
them out that’s a solid gold guarantee that
pressure is too high.

Ejection of fired cases should be vir-
tually effortless and if you have to begin
to really push on the ejector rod, it’s too
much. You may also see some primer
signs at this point although severe flatten-
ing may not occur with loads that are only
moderately difficult to eject.

Another place to look is at the head-
stamp of the cartridge case. The case head
takes a lot of the pressure load and, since
it is forced against steel as the case is
shoved back into the recoil shield, the ef-
fects will show up in the markings if pres-
SUres are excess.

Actually you can see changes even with
safe maximum loads but it won’t be nearly
as pronounced. The degree to which this
is visible is partially dependent upon how
deep the markings were in the first place
and this varies considerably from one
brand of brass to another. Winchester
cases seem to have a relatively shallow
headstamp whereas Federal’s are much
deeper. This process isn’t instant, but it’s
something else to look for.

With automatics there really are a lot
more things that can warn of excess pres-
sure. There will always be an area of the
case that is less than completely supported
because there must be some sort of barrel
ramp. The first thing to look for is any sign
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of swelling in the unsupported area.

You don’t need a micrometer for this
either, you can see it with the naked eye.
Any bulging of the cartridge case is an
absolute sign that pressure is too high.

Back in the early days of the .38 Super
in IPSC, shooters used to accept a slight
amount of swelling as normal. Part of that
was due to using Winchester .38 Auto
brass. Those cases were thinner in the
web area and wouldn’t handle the pres-
sure levels that had to be used to make
major loads. Winchester has now changed
the design of their .38 Auto and .38 Super
brass to strengthen this area. Even the
slightest swelling, regardless of the make
of brass or caliber of the pistol, is too much.

There’s one very useful sign that is
found on the primer that most folks don’t
recognize. Have you ever seen a firing pin
indent that appeared to be elongated?
This is caused by the firing pin being
dragged across the primer as the gun un-
locks, but before the firing pin has a
chance to retract fully into the slide.

guns usually have a fairly repeatable ejec-
tion pattern and the shooter soon be-
comes accustomed to it. Anything that
causes a major deviation from this norm
is a good clue. A change in ejection pat-
tern can’t be taken as a sign that pressures
are automatically too high, but it should
be a warning and prompt further investi-
gation.

All automatic pistols leave marks on
the cartridge case as a normal part of the
firing cycle. These are the clues that fire-
arms examiners use to match a gun with a
cartridge case, but they can be useful to
shooters too. The two main marks to
watch for are those made by the extractor
and ejector. A change in either of them is
yet another warning sign.

They don’t automatically prove some-
thing’s wrong but if you suddenly see a big
burr knocked on the case by the ejector
or a deep gouge in the rim by the extrac-
tor, pay attention!

The key to evaluating all these subjec-
tive signs is in comparison with standard
loads. If you become familiar with the
marks left by factory ammo, then you can
usually see when sudden changes become
more severe as you work up a handload.

One problem with this method is that
cases that have been reloaded and fired a
number of times will collect multiple
marks and it’s impossible to tell which
ones are new. I think it’s a good idea to
use new brass for working up hot loads
anyhow, so you may be able to use these
signs.

Revolvers and automatic pistols give us
pressure signs in different ways.

This can often be encountered with
Government Model automatics, although
it can also crop up with almost any gun.
This may also be accompanied by shear-
ing bits of metal off the primer.

Sometimes you'll see an accumulation
of brass around the firing pin hole. If you
see this, pressures are pretty high and it’s
a good clue to look at some other signs.
Chances are that there will also be some
primer flattening, but this is something
that’s hard to judge.

Another sign is the depth of the firing
pin impression. If it appears to be shal-
lower than normal, it could very well
mean that the indent has been pushed
back out by pressure.

Still another point to examine is the im-
print left by the breech face on the primer
itself. This is always going to be present
and each individual gun marks the primer
in its own way, so the important thing is
whether the amount of marking has in-
creased or changed compared with stan-
dard loads.

An extremely useful, although subjec-
tive, piece of evidence, is the force with
which a cartridge case is ejected. Most

Primers can still provide valuable evi-
dence and this should be integrated into
the whole picture before a judgement is
made.

And we shouldn’t forget the condition
of the primer pocket. This is an often
stated warning in rifle reloading, but is
equally valuable with both pistols and re-
volvers. Any time a primer seats too eas-
ily it indicates that the primer pocket has
become enlarged. The most common
cause is excessive pressure.

Any case with a loose primer pocket
should be discarded and the load checked.
Of course if you just throw brass in a com-
mon box you won’t be able to determine
anything and I think that’s another good
reason for segregating brass.

Any brass, regardless of caliber, that I
use for maximum loads or for working up
a new load, is kept separate from cases |
use for normal shooting. I carry that a step
further with cases for the real hot ones
like the .454 Casull or .44 Magnum.
Those are kept in their original boxes or
separate MTM boxes, along with their
complete loading history. If one or more

Continued on page 85

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER » JULY/AUGUST 1989



HANDGUNNING HINTS

Bennett Viken and Robin Sutton

Vertical Sight Alignment

1. It's a good idea for all hunters and combat 2. But no matter what contortions you get into,
shooters to practice unorthodox positions. don’t cant the gun.

< >
lel’lLJLl% Llll:ljl_;
3. Gunsights are designed to work on a horizontal- 4. Although the bullet will still obey the basic laws
vertical axis. Trajectory determines the vertical of physics when the gun is tilted to the side, the
limb and windage determines the horizontal. sights no longer have a consistent, accurate
reference to the target. Our hint: Keep your gun
upright.

© Bennett Viken and Robin Sutton 1989
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he .32-20 has always held a fascina-

tion for me for two reasons. My two
favorite writers both really started their
sixgun-writing careers with the .32-20. El-
mer Keith related how, as a teenager, he
broke broncs to get enough money to buy
his first centerfire Colt Single Action, a
seven and one-half inch .32-20.

Thirty years later, Skeeter Skelton,
freshly mustered out of the service at the
end of WWII, stopped in Chicago long
enough to purchase— yep, you guessed
it— a seven and one-half inch Colt Single
Action .32-20).

When two gentlemen of such sixgunnin’
stature as these two start with the .32-20,
you have to take notice.

BY

—WPAR N AR

JOHNMN TAF

My search for the .32-20 has not been
so successful as my mentors. Have you
priced a .32-20 seven and one-half inch
Colt Single Action lately? Although I've
seen them priced in the trade papers, I've
never seen one in more than 30 years of
attending gun shows. Maybe I should re-
phrase that. I've never seen one in shoot-

ing shape that I could afford even in my
wildest dreams.

Just when all seemed the darkest as far
as the .32-20 is concerned, along came
Hunter Pistol and Field Pistol courses of
fire under NRA and IHMSA and the deep
need was for a light-recoiling, flat- shoot-
ing, pistol cartridge for use in short range
silhouetting. My Stetson is off to whoever

F I N

it was who decided to chamber the
Thompson/Center Contender in .32-20.

Even though the .32-20 will reward the
reloader with exceptional accuracy, one
has to be more than a little bit of a tradi-
tionalist to appreciate the .32-20. While it
is basically the same length as a magnum,
it is not quite as easy to load as “normal”™
revolver cartridges for two very important
reasons.

First, it is a bottle-necked, or tapered,
cartridge which means carbide sizing dies
are not available and the reloader must go
through the messy task of lubing cases be-
fore sizing and then wiping them clean af-
terwards. Some of the new water soluble
lubes really look good here.

Secondly, the necks of .32-20 brass are
literally paper thin. Hit the mouth of the
case on the bottom of the sizing or ex-
panding die, albeit ever so slightly, and the
brass is gone.

Loading the .32-20 also requires some
knowledge of the groove diameter of the
barrel. The Thompson/Center chaiiber-

HIGH PERFORMANCE FAVORITE LOADS FOR THE .32-20

Ww

16.0 |

680 15,0 ]

15.0

H110 14.0 |

13.0 |

12.0 |

#2400 11.0 |

10.0 |
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H110 -

14.0 |

#2400 130 |

12.0 |

17.0 |

LOADS

480 16.0 i

15.0
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H110
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Charge
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VELOCITY (feet per second)
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All loads were fired in a 10-inch Thompson Center Contender and chronographed with an Oehler 33. Brass was Remington, primers
CCl #400. The 110 grain bullets used were Speer and Hornady; 120 grain were Lyman #311316GC cast lead and LBT #120311FN

cast lead; 130 grain was Speer flat point. Approach all handloading carefully by reducin
working up cautiously. Neither the author nor American Handgunner can accept respons

charges listed by at least 10% and

ibility for results obtained with this

information due fo the inherent variation in reloading components and individual handloading techniques.
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ing of the .32-20 is in reality a .30-20 as
the barrel is .30 caliber, rather than .32
caliber. That is not quite as drastic as it
seems as .32 barrels are normally .312-
.314" while .30 barrels are usually .308".
So the difference in .30 and .32 barrels is
not .020" as one might expect but only
.004" to .006".

Both of the .32-20 test guns used for
this edition of Taffin Tests are in reality
*.30-20’s” as the Ruger Blackhawk used
is a custom .32-20 from Hamilton Bowen
and is equipped with a seven and one-half
inch .308" barrel. The Bowen .32-20 has
very tight chambers precluding the use of
anything but .308" bullets while the T/C
.32-20 accepts both .308" and .312-314"
bullets.

Both test guns are chambered for *.30-
20" because of bullet availablity and .32-
20 dies provided by Thompson/Center are
quite versatile as they have two expander
buttons, one for .308” bullets and the
other for .312"-.314" bullets. However,
more and more suitable bullets are be-
coming available in .32 caliber and Speer
has just announced a 100 grain .32 JHP to
join Hornady’s 85 grain and Speer’s 90
grain .32 JHP’s.

Since the .32-20 started life as a rifle
cartridge, I normally use rifle primers,
namely CCI’s #400 Small Rifle Primers in
loading the .32-20, be it for use in the
Contender or the Ruger Blackhawk. And,
while those .32-20 users that are deeply
involved in Hunter Pistol and Field Pistol

opt for a number of different rifle pow-
ders, I am more traditional and stay with
the normal magnum pistol powders,
namely #2400, H4227, H110, WW296,
and WW680.

These are my favorites for loading the
Magnum revolver cartridges and while the
.32-20 is more than 100 years old and ar-
rived long before the use of the term
“Magnum,” its potential definitely puts it
into the Magnum Class.

A standard load for the .32-20 for at
least 50 years has been Lyman’s #311316,
a 120 grain flat-nosed gas check cast bullet
over 10.0 grains of #2400. I was particu-
larly anxious to try this long-time favorite
in the Contender .32-20, .308" barrel.
Sized at .312", the Lyman .32-20 bullets
shoots into less than one-inch at 25
yards and moves out at a very respectable
1549 fps.

A duplication of this load can be assem-
bled with 12.0 grains of H4227 and is even
more accurate, shooting into almost one-
half inch at 25 yards.

New on the scene is Lead Bullet Tech-
nology’s .32-20 bullet, #120311FN.
Loaded over 15.0 grains of WW680, this
bullet gets down real close to one-hole
performance. Like its counterpart from
Lyman, this flat-nosed gas-checked design
is excellent for use on varmints be it from
a sixgun, a single-shot Contender or a .32-
20 carbine. Cast hard, it does the job
without damaging a lot of meat should the
target be small game. And both bullets

are superb choices for cast bullet use in
Hunter Pistol and Field Pistol compe-
tition.

Speer’s 110 grain JHP known as the
“Varminter” is perfect for use in the .32-
20. Using this bullet over 13.0 grains of
#2400 in the 10-inch Contender gives ve-
locities close to 2000 fps and groups that
run under one-half inch. This bullet’s ac-
curacy performance is almost monoto-
nous— nearly every load tried with all
powders shot into one and one-quarter
inches or less.

This same bullet, Speer’s 110 grain
“Varminter,” also performs exceptionally
well in the Bowen Blackhawk with either
11.0 grains of #2400 at 1502 fps or 13.0
grains of H4227 at 1525 fps.

Switching to more conventional rifle
bullets for use in the T/C Contender really
makes the .32-20 sing. Although loaded
rounds look quite strange with the tiny
1.315" brass loaded with Hornady 110
grain Spire Point and Speer 130 grain Flat
Point bullets, performance is the best I
have ever experienced accuracy-wise in
30-plus years of handgunning.

While it may not be the best choice for
aself-defense cartridge, and while it is def-
initely not a big game or long range silhou-
ette cartridge, the .32-20, like its younger,
smaller brother the .32 Magnum, it is just
about as good as it gets when it comes to
Hunter Pistol and Field Pistol ﬂ
or short range varminting.

Foam padded sheepswool

Foam padded nylon/adjustable angle

— Send $2. for Color Catalog (Refundable with first order)
NAME == = —
ADDRESS £
cITY STATE bl -

MAIL TO: DeSantis Holster & Leather
149 Denton Avenue, New Hyde Park, NY 11040

AH7  Dealers Write on Letterhead and Enclose FFL
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ON THE STREET ...
ON PATROL...

THE FINEST HOLSTERS MADE

We Take Your Business Seriously.
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By Col. Charles Askins

This salty crew of Rangers is
Company F of the Frontier
Battalion, circa 1888.
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Colt Patterson

George P. Durham,
member of
McNelly’s Rangers
for three years.

hen George Durham signed on
with McNelly’s Texas Rangers, first

sergeant John Armstrong asked him,
“You gotta hoss and saddle?”

Durham, 20-years-old and newly ar-
rived in Texas. nodded.

"How ‘bout a pistol?”" Again the an-
swer was a nod.

“You're hired,” the big sergeant
grunted. The time was April, 1875.

George Durham went on to make a
lawman for the following half century. His
pistol (handguns are always pistols in
Texas) when he signed on with Capt. Lee
McNeely’s Special Force of Rangers, was
a hold-over from the recently concluded
campaigns between the North and the
South. It was a Leech & Rigdon revolver,
Confederate made, a percussion .36 cali-
ber sixshooter. It had been fetched home
from the war by George Durham'’s father.

The Leech & Rigdon was the second
most common revolver produced in the
South during the 1861-65 unpleasantness.
It, like the other handguns made in the
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Colt Single Action Army

Confederacy. was a pretty faithful copy of
the Colt Navy Model of 1851.

The year 1875 saw Capt. McNelly in
southwest Texas to quell the outlaws
there. The Colt Model 1873 Single Action
Army .45 centerfire metallic cartridge was
very much in being, but such stripling
Rangers as George Durham did not have
the seventeen bucks to buy the fancy new
belt ordnance. Nor indeed, for that mat-
ter, did Captain McNelly. He also packed
percussion belt guns, a pair fetched home
from the war.

His revolvers were mismatched. The
righthand gun was a Remington .44, the
Army model of 1858. It was a big gun and
an exceedingly sturdy one; it weighed 46
ounces with an 8-inch barrel. The other,
the lefthand pistol, was the Colt Model
1860, a .44 like the Remington and a
sixshot with 8-inch barrel. It weighed 43
ounces.

The sovereign State of Texas in those
halcyon days was a mite on the penurious

Continued on page 77 .
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Shocking
Firepower!

NUMBTHUMB
GETS A NINE!

By S.A. Numbthumb

Increased
Capacity

9mm
Mags

The constant force spring feature
adds extra rounds, while provid-
ing smooth feeding. Magazines
can be stored indefinitely and fit
flush in pistols. Polymer follower
and bumper pad won't deform.
Made in U.S.A. Special
emphasis placed on quality using
the highest level of special

alloy. Heat treated to maintain
control of lip formation and
'state of the art’ plasma welding
for assured reliability.

Blued $24.97 Stainless $29.97

Firearm Rounds  ltem#
Beretta 92SB,92F, 18rounds MASS017
TaurusPT92AF-99AF 18rounds MAA9317
SigSauerP226 18rounds MAU9217
RugerP85 18rounds MAG9085
BrowningHigh-Power 15rounds MAP9015
BerettaCompacts 15rounds MAS9115
S&W 59,459,559,

659,5904 &6 17rounds MAWS9117
S&W 469,669,

6904 &6 15rounds MAW9215
MarinCampCarbine 17rounds MAW9117
ForStainlessModels Add"S’Followingltem #.

Law EnforcementInquiries Invited
Call 1-800-888-0375 for orderinfo.
Send $1.00for 1989 catalog. See 50 more
unique productsincluding the

‘X’-Press Loader™, forloading9mm
mags, andreceive a free patch.

RAM-LINE .

Suite #12N79 15611 W.6th Ave
Golden, CO 80401
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n a move that is the moral equivalent of Jeff Cooper lusting after a
.25 ACP Baby Browning, S.A. Numbthumb now has a 9mm.
Before the letters flood in that scream, “But last time you said . . .”, I
would like to explain that the true fact of the matter is my wife
bought it and gave it to me for an anniversary pressie. Neat cop-out, huh!

The list of 9mm Pablumbellum pistols range from Wondernines, to
Insaultinines, Clonenines, Submachinenines to Regularnines and varia-
tions thereof.

Wondernines should be considered first since in the previous sentence
they were mentioned first and wifey’s typewriter is currently out of eraser
tape. My definition of Wondernine can be clarified by the following
statements: I wonder if a determined adversary armed with a bottle of
acetone could reduce a plastic pistol to a mound of sticky goo? Or I
wonder if I can get my stubby fingers to grow long enough to encircle the
overlay fat grip area on this contraption? And lastly, I wonder which
Wonder is the most wonderful?

Philosophically (whew!) speaking, the Wondernine is a PR. expert’s
collection of bad opinions regarding the shooting public.

Firstly, the assumption has to be drawn that the potential Wondernine
shooter is a klutz who needs to be protected from himself. This is the only
possible reason for a pistol to have at least three safeties and an 18 pound
trigger pull.

Secondly, the shooter of a Wondernine isn’t. A shooter, that is. Any
person that truly needs more cartridges than he has fingers on both hands
is not a true shooter.

Continued on page 103
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As modern armies become increas-
ingly tail heavy with more support
troops than front line fighters, the need
for an effective but compact **personal de-
fense weapon” is readily apparent. While
pistols and submachine guns have tradi-
tionally filled the role, each has its own
shortcomings in tradeoffs between size
and weight, accuracy at realistic range,
and stopping power.

In response, engineers at the old and
respected Belgian firm of Fabrique Na-
tionale have been working over the last
couple of years on a bold new approach
to the problem. Given free rein for exper-
imentation with ammunition and launch-
ers, they have come up with a strikingly
configured and highly innovative weapon
system that strongly resists character-
ization.

Its new 5.7 x 43mm cartridge (5.7 x
28mm bullet) seemingly defies the laws of
physics in combining low recoil with high
velocity and dramatic terminal effect.
FN’s statistics claim over 30% less recoil
than the Ymm Parabellum yet three times
its stopping power. Citing the in-tissue
tumbling effect of the long rear-weighted
bullet as the basis for this remarkable fig-
ure with a 98% energy transfer on impact,
this has provided the basis for a weapon
that can be both compact and light, yet
exceptionally deadly.

Continued on page 84

While the Pentagon piddles around with adopting
a 9mm pistol, Fabrique Nationale is developing a
revolutionary new military cartridge and pistol.

By Robert Bruce
5.56 SS10Y 9 X 19 NATC 5.7 X 28
(U.S. M 855) P 90
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REVOLVER
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By John Taffin

n 1846 the United States was at war with
Mexico and young Samuel Walker, 29-
years-old and Captain in the Texas
Rangers, found himself and his unit in the
regular army under the command of future
president, Zachary Taylor.

Colt had introduced the five-shot
revolver in 1836, and while it had found
favor with the Texas Rangers, who before
this time were armed with single shot
pistols, it was fragile and left something to
be desired.

Taylor ordered Walker east to meet with
Sam Colt and order 1,000 new revolvers. It
is not really known if Captain Walker had
much to do with the design or not, but in
1848 the Colt Walker became the first six-
shooter, or sixgun as I prefer.

These were big guns by anyone’s stan-
dards, weighing in at seven ounces shy of
five pounds and nearly 16 inches in length.
So huge, in fact, that they were not carried
in hip holsters, but in holsters that slung
over the saddle pommel. The horse carried
the weight.

The Colt Walker used 55 grains of black-
powder in its massive cylinder chambers to
propel 140 grain round balls at nearly 1300
fps, or to put into proper perspective, it
would remain “The World’s Most Powerful
Revolver” for 87 years!

In spite of its power, the Walker was so
big that revolver strength was not really an
issue. And even as sixguns evolved into the
lighter 1851 .36 Navy and 1860 .44 Army
Colts, pressures were still very low and
strength was not a great factor.

Big bore cartridge sixguns arrived on
the scene in the form of the Smith &
Wesson .44 (1869) and the Colt .45 (1873),
but they used black powder loads and pres-
sures were very low. That is exactly why

50

shooters are warned to not use modern
loads in any of these beautiful old sixguns.

The modern sixgun era arrived with a
bang (no pun intended) in 1935 with the
introduction of the first Magnum, Smith &
Wesson'’s classic now known as The Model
27. There had been other sixgun develop-
ments which we will discuss a little further
on, but this sixgun was designed to operate
with a factory loaded cartridge, not at the
sedate 10,000-15,000 psi of the last 100
years, but at 35,000 psi.

The S&W .357 Magnum was the epit-

ome of the gunmaker’s art and the earliest
ones were registered and certified by S&W
as being virtually hand-fitted. The big,
new sixgun gained immediate popularity
with both outdoorsman and law enforce-
ment officers and the three and one-half
inch .357 Magnum became the official
sidearm of the FBI. General George Pat-
ton purchased one and during WWII it
became the second gun of his mis-matched
pair of ivory handled sixguns, the other
being a Colt Single Action .45.

Because of the cessation of civilian
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All revolvers are not created equal.
Some are designed for full-house
loads of the most powerful magnums,
like the field stripped .454 Casull
shown above. The Dan Wesson
revolver that author Taffin is shooting
can also withstand tremendous
numbers of magnum loads, which is
why the Dan Wesson is so

enormously popular in the sport of
mefallic silhouette shooting.
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The Ruger Super Redhawk and Dan Wesson .44 Magnums (above) are among
the strongest big bore revolvers because of their designs, which the author
explains in the text. Another good feature of the Redhawk and Super
Redhawk (below) is the wide variety of barrel lengths available which make
these guns suitable for both scopes and irons. The Freedom Arms .454 Casull
(right) is arguably the strongest single-action revolver on the market.
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revolvers during the war, it would be 1950
before the .357 Magnum became available
to the average shooter in any quantity. Its
popularity has never waned.

The original .357 Magnum was, and is
still, big, strong, and massive. Even Elmer
Keith complained in an article in 1935 that
it was too heavy to hold with the eight and
three-eighths barrel length.

Bill Jordan, then Inspector in the U.S.
Border Patrol, entered the scene and led
the campaign for a smaller, lighter .357
that would not be so heavy to pack. Even in
its shortest barrel length, the .357 Mag-
num weighed in at 42 ounces, empty. Jor-
dan was listened to, and in 1956, Smith &
Wesson unveiled the Combat Magnum,
now the Model 19.

The bulkiest parts of a revolver are the
cylinder and grip, and the new .357 Mag-
num had a cylinder that was 15 % smaller in
diameter and the grip frame used was the
smaller one found on the Military and
Police .38 instead of the large .44 grip
frame used on the original .357 Magnum.

Jordan was satisfied. Law enforcement
officers were now able to pack a powerful
sixgun that weighed 14 % less—36 ounces
as opposed to 42 ounces—and strength did
not seem to be a problem. For awhile.

The original .357 Magnum ammunition
was assembled with a lead alloy bullet and
the standard reload became a hard cast
bullet with 14.5 to 15.5 grains of #2400.
Things went well.

No one hardly ever saw a jacketed bullet
in the .357 Magnum. Then came the mod-
ern era of magnum ammunition. Jacketed
bullets became readily available from a
number of companies plus .357 ammuni-
tion using high velocity 110 and 125 grain
bullets became the choice of hunters and
law enforcement personnel alike.

Something happened. The Model 19s
began to groan. The new ammunition was
putting a strain on a sixgun that was
designed to be used mainly with .38 Spe-
cials and only digest .357’s when things get
serious. Its design pre-dated the hot .357
Magnum loads with 110 and 125 grain bul-
lets. Forcing cones were eaten alive; guns
shot loose. Step Two in the evolution of the
.357 Magnum revolver had gone sour.

The solution was simple. Combine the
best features of the original 1930’s .357 and
the 1950’ Combat Magnum, the Models
27 and 19. For Smith & Wesson, the result
was the 1980’s Model 586.

The following measurements give a
comparison of the three Smith & Wesson

.357 Magnums:

Model 27 Model 19 Model 586
42 ozs. 36 ozs. 41 ozs.
1.708% L4477 ) J55R™
220" 220"

WIDTH* 656" 656"

BBL/DIAM** 627" 501"

*Thickness and width of top strap

**Barrel Diameter at the forcing cone

WEIGHT
CYL DIAM.
THICKNESS*

We've come just about full circle, from
42 ounces in 1935 to 41 ounces now. But
looking at the measurements, one can see
that the 586 is not quite as big as the Model
27. The 586 has been beefed up in the
forcing cone area, the problem with
the Model 19, but still maintains the excel-
lent K-frame grip configuration of the
Model 19.

A concession made to modern shooters,
who are apparently more concerned with
recoil than packing weight, is the use of a
heavy barrel with a full underlug as now
found on Ruger’s GP-100, Colt’s King
Cobra, and Dan Wesson’s Model 15HB.
The Colt Python started the trend in 1955,
but it has just recently caught on. Without
the heavy barrel, weightwise the 586
would probably fit exactly in between the
Model 27 and the Model 19.

Continued on page 85




his Jarvis Match Master L-Frame starts life as a Smith & Wesson Model
686. The elaborate custom alterations begin with the installation of a
stainless steel match barrel by master pistolsmith Bill Jarvis.

The barrel starts as a round blank 1 1/8 inch in diameter. The precision
barrel is then slab sided to just over frame thickness. A second radius is cut
along the top into which a Smith & Wesson style sight rib is machined,

The resulting barrel profile leaves greater weight below the center of
gravity improving balance, reducing recoil and lowering the sight plane.

The 10 ounce Jarvis barrel underweight matches all barrel dimensions.

The expansion chamber compensator is machined into the barrel with a single, large
exhaust port. Behind the gas port is a Patridge front sight of the same height as the
factory barrel sight. This allows the use of the existing S&W fully adjustable rear sight.

Between the front and rear sights, the Jarvis MT-2 low profile Aimpoint or scope
mountis installed. The mount’s profile is low enough toallow the use of the iron sights.

A competition trigger job lends the Jarvis Match Master an incredibly fine action
for making those X-ring shots. The trigger is tastefully radiused and then polished to
an ultra-smooth high gloss. An over-travel stop is installed.

The hammer is bobbed and polished to facilitate a faster lock time. The cylinders
are chamfered and the thumb latch bobbed for faster speedloader insertion.

The finish is a smooth, glare-free passivated finish. The Jarvis Match Master L-
Frame is $627 on the client’s Model 586 and $682 on a Model 686.

For more information about the Jaryis Match Master and the full line of professional
pistolsmithing services from Bill Jarvis, contact Bill at Jarvis Gunsmithing,

P.O. Box 2423, Dept. AH, Orange, CA 92669 or call (714) 538-5846.

HOM JULY/AUG 1989:
MName
Address

City, State, Zip TN
Circle your answer fo question: (A] (B]

If 1 win, please ship my gun through:

Dealer

Address

City, State, Zip __

Phore | 1 __ - Store Hours __om __pm

Contest void where taxed or prohibited by low. Winners
must comply with all federal and local laws. Contest open
to U. 5. residents only. Employses and agents of Publishers'
Development Corp. not eligible. No purchase necessary.
Winners will be notified by REGISTERED MAIL on official
letterhead.
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'TO ENTER CONTEST: Use o
postcard (no envelopes) and follow
sample. Send to AMERICAN
HANDGUNNER, Dept. H7, POB
880409, San Diego, CA 92108-0009.
Mail before August 1, 1989
Limit 1 entry per household.

"ARE YOU EMPLOYED IN THE LAW

- ENFORCEMENT INDUSTRY?2"
(Including Public or Private security.)
(A) Yes (B) No

. AMERICAN HANDGUNNER » JULY/AUGUST 1989
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Wilson

A dual-vent compensator is but one
of the many delicacies on this

sumptuous pistol.

By Cameron Hopkins
Photos by Ichiro Nagata

erfection, said Plato, exists only in the

mind of God. We may not be capable
of achieving perfection any more than we
can invent a totally recoilless pistol, but
we can try. We can come close.

It is this quest for perfection that has
inspired one of the greatest masters of the
gunsmithing craft to create the Super
Grade pistol. Lavish attention to detail
characterizes this outstanding example of
Bill Wilson’s pistolsmithing art.

The Wilson Super Grade embellishes a
Colt Government Model pistol with the
most refined touches in harmony with the
most sophisticated modern technology.
Perfection, in this case, lies in the blend-
ing of Form and Function, beauty and
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The precise handfitting (left) of the
beavertail and thumb safety
reveals the careful attention to
detail in every aspect of the Super
Grade. The double-chamber
compensator (below left) has a
thicker face plate in the front than
in the center which results in a
more efficient reduction of recoil
and muzzle flip. The underside of
the trigger guard (below) boasts
precise handcut checkering.
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performance, to result in one of the most
astonishing custom handguns to ever
grace the breed known as the *“‘combat
pistol.”

Beyond the intricate handfitting, apart
from the gorgeous polishing and honing,
the Super Grade features a significant
breakthrough in compensator design. The
new dual-chamber compensator is the ul-
timate refinement of a proven design
called the expansion chamber.

An expansion chamber is type of muz-
zle brake that allows the propellant gas to
collect in a chamber at the muzzle. As the
gas rapidly expands after leaving the bar-
rel, it is forced upwards through the
port(s) in the expansion chamber, thus
counter-acting muzzle jump.

Double chamber compensators are not
entirely new. Bill Wilson did not invent
the twin-port comp, although his design is
significantly more effective if we can trust
the opinion of a little-known shooter by

the name of Rob Leatham.

Leatham, the winner of five IPSC na-
tional championships, three world IPSC
titles, the Steel Challenge, Bianchi Cup,
Triple Crown and slews of regional and
state championships, says the Wilson
Super Grade compensator is the best he’s
ever shot.

*“I first shot a double chamber compen-
sator back in '84, or it might have been
'85,” Rob recollected. “Guy Hammond
built the gun and it had ports on either
side of the front sight. It wasn’t much of
an improvement over what I was shooting
then (a Wilson Accu-Comp LE) so I just
blew it off and sold the gun.”

Rob forgot about double chamber
comps until, recently, a student in one of
his competition classes in his Leatham
Shooting Institute, showed up with a
rather crude pistol sporting twin ports in
the top of the comp. The student, Kent
Oram from Las Vegas, let Rob play with
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his pistol.

“It was a local home-brewed type, not
a very good looking gun. But it was the
first gun I'd ever shot that was nearly as
good as my Accu-Comp LE.

*I called Bill Wilson and asked him to
make a twin-chamber. Bill said he’d try it
and I gave him a few ideas on what it
should look like. Bill did the rest,” Rob
explained.

Meanwhile, a few other pistolsmiths
have toyed with the dual port concept.
Guy Hammond, who pioneered the con-
cept, was still making his version and a
few others had surfaced along the way.
Arizonian Jake Kempton developed a
promising design while across the state
line in California, Michael Voight worked
with another version. Steve Malloy in Ar-
kansas had something similar and George
Huening in Indiana also had his version.

None satisfied the discriminating eye of
champion shooter Rob Leatham. A few
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months passed and eventually the proto-
type Wilson twin-chamber arrived.

Rob tested the gun and was immedi-
ately impressed. “It was the first time I'd
ever shot a gun that was everything I
wanted—not too long, not too heavy, not
too light. The muzzle didn’t jump around
nearly as much as with the LE comp. This
was it!” Rob told American Handgunner.

The prototype gun that Rob received,
tested and then shot to victory in the 1988
IPSC National Championship differs
slightly from the perfected, final version
you see here. Rob’s prototype had a thin
.010" face plate, but the Super Grade
dual-chamber design has finalized on a
thicker .300" face plate.

Bill Wilson, during his extensive re-
search and testing of the new design, had
discovered that the longer the bullet seals
the compensator, the more time the gas
has to work inside the tuned ports of the
double-chamber comp. Ergo, the fatter
the face plate, the longer the bullet seals
the gases inside.

Of course you can carry fat too far—a
one-inch thick frontal plate would be too
heavy, too long and thus too awkward.
Besides, the burning powder gas dissi-
pates very quickly; there is only so much
time that can be utilized to best advantage
by sealing the expansion chamber.

The Super Grade’s double-chamber
compensator utilizes twin cavities sepa-
rated by a constriction vent that is .010"
thick. The rear chamber extends .325"
from the barrel’s muzzle to the first baffle,

Continued on page 69

Bill Wilson, trained as a watchmaker,
says gun parts "look huge" compared
to waich parts (left). The Super Grade
compensafor was designed fo
minimize felt
sophisticated expansion chamber
with twin exhaust ports. The interior
dimensions of the comp and the size
ofthe baffles separating the chambers
were carefully planned.
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recoil with a

e
MEET
BILL
WILSON

S quinting into his jeweler’s loupe, the
watchmaker bends over the intricate
mechanism as he probes gently into the

microscopic world of gears and pins and
ratchets and springs. He winces as an-
other sharp stab of pain lances into his
cramped and tired neck. The long hours
of stooping over the work bench have
taken their toll.

The watchmaker takes a break. He
stretches and rubs his sore neck as he
walks to door of his farmhouse. Nestled
in the rolling foothills of the Ozark Moun-
tains, the little farmhouse is but a step
away from the relaxing break the watch-
maker needs. Nothing like a few rounds
of .45 ACP to relieve the tension.

a5 Continued on page 75




Handgun wildcat cartridges run the gamut from the massive .500 Linebaugh
to the miniscule .25 Rocket.

il

Wildcats from J.D. Jones on the .225 Winchester case (L. to R.) parent .225
Win., .226 JDJ, 6mm JDJ, .257 JDJ, 6.5mm JDJ, .270 JDJ and 7mm JDJ.

62 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER « JULY/AUGUST 1989



By John Taffin

G unsmith Cyril “Pop™ Eimer was def-
initely ahead of his time. In the
1920’s, at least 10 years before the advent
of the first official Magnum, the .357,
Eimer was building the .40 Eimer Special
in his Joplin, Missouri gunshop. Utilizing
Colt Single Actions in .38-40 or .41 Long
Colt calibers, “Pop™ Eimer mated their
.401-403" barrels with new cylinders
chambered for what may very well be the
first revolver wildcat.

The .40 Eimer Special, also known as
the .401 Eimer, was made by shortening
.401 Winchester rifle brass to 1.25 inches
and using 200 grain bullets resulting in a
wildcat that was the ballistic twin of the
.41 Magnum, which was not to be for an-
other 40 years. No less a personality than
“Fitz,” J.H. Fitzgerald of Colt, tried to

Revolver wildcats include (L. to R.) .357

Bobcat, .375 DAK, .375 Super-Mag,

.41 Special, .475 Linebaugh, .50 Special
and .500 Linebaugh.

interest that firm in chambering the New
Service and Single Action Army for the
.40 Eimer Special. Colt could have had
the first Magnum, but declined.

What a difference it could have made in
handgunning history if Colt had brought
out the first Magnum in .40 caliber instead
of waiting for Smith & Wesson to lead the
way with the smaller .357 Magnum
in 1935.

Experimenters, Gordon Boser and Ray
Thompson (best known for the four
Lyman gas checked semi-wadcutter bul-
lets that bear his name), carried the work
of the .40 further by designing bullets for
Lyman and doing extensive reloading of
the .401 Special as it was now known.
An American Rifleman article, April
1943, states that Eimer used the .30-40
Krag case (doubtful) for his development

s

-

and Boser switched to the .401 Win-
chester case.

Actually, all four of our high perfor-
mance revolver cartridges, the .357 Mag-
num, .44 Magnum, .41 Magnum and the
.454 Casull, are the result of wildcatting.
While Eimer and Boser were true wildcat-
ters in that they had to make their car-
tridge cases by modifying existing brass,
which later resulted in the .41 Magnum,
the other three cartridges were the result
of wildcat reloading of existing cases.

In the 1930s the .38 Special made the
transition from a 900 fps load to an 1100
fps load known as the .38-44. Smith &
Wesson built a new gun around the first
“plus P load; that excellent sixgun was
the 38-44 Outdoorsman. In a very short
time the .38 Special case was lengthened
to become the .357 Magnum.

Even earlier, fanciers of the big bores
were hotrodding the .44 Special, raising it
from 750 fps to nearly 1200 fps. Elmer
Keith was one of many to push the big .44,
and 30 years later the .44 Special was also
lengthened and the .44 Magnum was
born. Without the work of pioneer re-
loaders in working with the .44 Special
and spreading the word, it is doubtful that
we would have seen the .44 Magnum.

In the 1950’s a young Salt Lake City
gunsmith began working with souped-up
versions of the .45 Colt. By first building
special five shot cylinders for the .45 Colt
Single Action and then building complete
guns with five shot cylinders, Dick Casull
achieved velocities in excess of 2000 fps
with 230 grain bullets. Twenty-five years
later, Casull saw his dream become reality
as the .454 Casull went into production.
Once again an existing cartridge was sim-
ply lengthened to prevent its use in older,
weaker revolvers.

Another experimenter worthy of men-

p—— VTR

Based on the .444 Marlin case, these wildcats from J.D. Jones' $5K Industries
include (L. to R.) .444 Marlin parent case, .309 JDJ, 8mm JDJ, .358 JDJ, .375
JDJ, .411 JDJ and .430 JDJ. The most popular seller by far is the .375 wildcat.
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tion is Jim Harvey of Minnesota. Harvey
is known for a number of innovations for
the handgunner such as his line-up of zinc-
based pure lead bullets which could be
fired at Magnum velocities without lead-
ing problems. In the 1950’s Harvey spe-
cialized in converting Smith & Wesson
K-22’s to the .22 K-Chuck. Harvey's wild-
cat was made by trimming the .22 Hornet
slightly, blowing out the shoulder and re-
chambering the Smith & Wesson rimfire
cylinders accordingly. Harvey's wildcat
preceded the .22 Jet; the K-Chuck, with
its sharp shoulder, worked while the .22
Jet with its pronounced taper did not.

In the 1970’s, handgun wildcatting
really increased for at least three reasons:

1) The production of the Thompson
Center Contender gave wildcatters a
strong vehicle for their experiments. The
single-shot TC has been available in so
many factory chamberings that wildcat-
ters normally need only to rechamber an
existing barrel to their particular pet.

2) The popularity of silhouetting and
the constant demand for better cartridges
suited for the long range handgun game.

3) The increasing popularity of the
handgun as a hunting gun and the result-
ing demand for better cartridges for the
task.

Lct's take a close look at handgun wild-

cats that are available, realizing that
we cannot cover all of them in one arti-
cle—a textbook would be required for
that. We will simply cover the best and
most popular. Some have already reached
their potential; some are relatively undis-
covered by the shooting public. To be suc-
cessful, a wildcat has to fill a need, either
real or perceived, to keep it alive.

.357/44 BOBCAT: As its name implies
the .357/44 is made by necking the .44
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Magnum to .357 diameter. This immedi-
ately causes problems as bottlenecked
cases normally will not work in revolver
chambers. When a bottlenecked, or
sharply tapered case, is fired in a revolver,
case setback occurs and the head of the
case jams against the recoil shield pre-
venting the cylinder from rotating to the
next cartridge.

The Bobcat *‘solves™ this problem by
fitting a nylon collar around the case
which in essence changes it back to a
straight walled case. Sometimes the collar
splits upon firing, which is of no conse-
quence as it has performed its function.
Other times the collar stays intact and can
be used again.

Since the Bobcat is of .357 caliber, it is
areasonably priced wildcat as a .357 Mag-
num can be rechambered and the original
barrel utilized. If one uses a Ruger .357/
9mm Convertible for the task, the 9mm
cylinder can be rechambered to the .357/
44 and the wildcat can be changed back to
a mildcat by simply installing the .357
Magnum cylinder.

Is the Bobcat worth the expense and
trouble? Using jacketed bullets, a 62"
barreled Bobcat will give muzzle veloci-
ties of right around 1700 fps with 158 grain
bullets, 1800 fps with 140 grain bullets,
1900 fps with 125 grain bullets, and 2000
fps with 110 grain bullets. Accuracy is ex-
cellent, trajectory is relatively flat, and re-
coil while heavier than a .357 Magnum, is
less than a .44 Magnum.

Basically, the .357/44 Bobcat is the bal-
listic equivalent of the .357 Maximum.
Since the Maximum is a standard cham-
bering using straight-walled cases, it
would seem that the .357/44 has been ren-
dered obsolete. Its one main advantage
over the .357 Maximum will continue to

be the fact that it can be used in lighter,
shorter cylindered revolvers. This could
be enough of a redeeming feature to keep
it alive. Bobcat conversions are now being
offered by Moulton’s Inc. (2560 San Car-
los Ave., Dept. AH, Castro Valley, CA
94546).

.375 DAK: This is a little known re-
volver wildcat that seems to this shooter
to be one that could be quite popular
given the chance. The “DAK™ comes
from its creator, one Dale Kelling, who
rechambered a .357 Magnum to use a .375
made by trimming a .375 Winchester to
1.275" and inside neck-reaming the thick
rifle brass deep enough to allow it to ac-
cept .375 bullets.

Steps in forming the .357 Bobcat
(above): .44 Mag. case is necked to
.357, loaded with a 140 gr. JHP and
collared. (Right) The .41 Avenger is a
.45 ACP case necked to .41 caliber.
(Left) Big bore wildcats
dwarf standard loads, (L. to
R.) .44 Magnum, .45 Colt,
454 Casull compared to
wildcats .475 Linebaugh,
.50 Special and .500
Linebaugh. (Below) An §5K
Arrestor muzzle brake
effectively controls the
heavy recoil on some
potent wildcats.
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The DAK fits exactly in between the
.357 and .41 Magnums, and is capable of
driving 185 grain bullets at standard Mag-
num velocity from a six inch barrel,
namely 1400 fps. This past summer [ fired
a custom single shot that had been cham-
bered to a .375 “short™ that was basically
the .375 DAK. One of the firearms man-
ufacturers has been toying with the idea
of bringing out a .375 on a standard length
cylinder allowing it to be chambered in
regular revolvers instead of requiring the
long cylinder, and thus extra weight, of
the .357 and .375 SuperMags.

Initial experiments give the possibility
of 1600 fps with 220 grain jacketed bullets
which would result in an excellent round




for long range silhouetting. Perhaps the
DAK will some day be a standard factory
round.

.375 SUPERMAG: The .375
SuperMag bears the unique distinction of
being a wildcat, in that there is no factory
ammunition available, and yet two man-
ufacturers, Dan Wesson and Seville, offer
revolvers chambered for it. When the re-
volvers were first introduced, neither
brass nor jacketed bullets were available.

IHMSA placed an order with Hornady
for their 220 grain jacketed soft point .375
bullets with the cannelure moved up for
use in a revolver; now all Hornady 220
grain .375 bullets have been modified so
they can be used in the .375 SuperMag.
At first it was necessary to trim .30-30 or
.375 Winchester brass to 1.600" to make
.375 SuperMag brass. Now .375
SuperMag brass is available through
IHMSA.

The .375 SuperMag will never be as
popular as its smaller brother the .357
SuperMag. There are a number of reasons
for this not the least of which is the ready
availability of so many different bullets
for the .357 SuperMag. However, where
the silhouette revolver is also to double as
a hunting handgun, the .375 is a better
choice. Velocities of 1700 fps with the 220
grain jacketed bullet are possible from 10"
barreled revolvers, about the same as 220
grain bullets from the .44 Magnum. How-
ever the .375, with its much higher ballis-
tic coefficient, gives a much flatter
shooting load.

The .375 caliber has never been in great
demand by American rifle or handgun
shooters. The .375 SuperMag, while an
excellent cartridge, will probably never be
a factory load, and I would be surprised if
it even survives as a wildcat. This is too
bad as it is relatively light in recoil, and
yet manages to get to the long range sil-
houette rams fast!

.500 LINEBAUGH: This is as big as
they get and still remain manageable. As
the name implies, this is the creation of
gunsmith John Linebaugh who builds the
.500 on Ruger Bisleys exclusively. One of
Linebaugh’s credos is: “I don’t like big
guns, just big bullets.” By using the Bisley
as the basis for his big .500, Linebaugh
gives a standard size, five shot revolver
that delivers a 440 grain bullet at 1250 fps
from a 5% inch barrel. This is a hunting
handgun, pure and simple.

Brass for the .500 Linebaugh is made
from .348 Winchester brass, and reload-
ers report as much as 20 loadings from one
case. The .500 is popular enough that cus-
tomers must expect a waiting period of
from six months to a year for a .500. Cost
is $700-800 on customer’s gun, or about
the same as a .454 Casull Field Grade.

Hamilton Bowen also builds .500’s us-
ing the Ruger Bisley and the Ruger Red-
hawk. I have fired .500’s from both shops
and on both Bisley and Redhawk frames.
[found them to be exceptionally accurate,
and the recoil, while heavy, will not hurt
a seasoned big bore sixgunner.
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Talk about a loudenboomer-hardenkicker! Here's a .460 wildcat based on the

.458 case. This handful of handgun fires a 500 grain slug.

A ftrio of Hamilton Bowen's custom .45 caliber wildcats display good accuracy.

BOWEN SPECIALS: Hamilton
Bowen has created two “‘special” length
cartridges for two different reasons. First
there is his .41 Special which is built on
Ruger Security Six frames using five-shot
cylinders. Cutting .41 Magnum brass to
1.160" gives the .41 Special which Bowen
sees as a 900 fps/220 grain bullet load in a
lightweight defensive revolver.

Bowen'’s second wildcat Special is the
.50. For this big bore, the .500 is cut to
Special length, and chambered in five-
shot cylinders in Ruger Blackhawks. The
result is a 330 grain bullet at 700-900 fps.
Really big bore shooting without the
pounding of the .500.

475 LINEBAUGH: This is the latest
wildcat from gunsmith John Linebaugh.
These are built on Ruger Bisleys using
five shot cylinders and the cartridge itself
is easily made by cutting .45/70 brass to

1.400". Initial tests promise 1400 fps with
350 to 400 grain bullets. Price is the same
as for the .500; brass., however, is much
casier and cheaper to make.

I have fired 400 grain bullets at 1400 fps
from my 4%" barreled .454 Casull—recoil
is very heavy. That is precisely why Line-
baugh uses the Bisley grip frame. It sim-
ply handles recoil better than any other.
This wildcat is in its early development
stage, but it shows great promise as a
hunting handgun for those who like the
combination of easy packing and power.
I hope to report in depth on the .475 in
a future issue of American Handgunner
as Linebaugh has promised to get one to
me soon.

Of all the wildcat revolver cartridges
mentioned, none are being made in any
great quantities. The .375 SuperMag,

Continued on page 91
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TEST REPORT

By Charles E. Petty

ullseye shooters are bound to be familiar

with longslide accurized Government
Models such as those offered by pistolsmith
Jim Hoag and others. Early in the '60s, bulls-
eye gunsmiths began fitting six-inch or
longer barrels on the thought that the added
barrel length would provide better accuracy.

It wasn't long before Hoag carried the
thought to its logical conclusion and simply
made the slide the same length. The process
was expensive, though, for it required two
slides to make one gun and some precise
welding to get everything to line up right.

While I was never convinced that long-
slides were more accurate than a well-built
standard gun, they shot quite well. But the
real attraction was what that extra length did
for recoil —particularly in timed and rapid
fire events. It was one of the first steps in the
evolution of the comp guns that are so popu-
lar today.

Simply add weight to the muzzle and you'll
reduce muzzle rise and felt recoil. Until
recently these longslides have been available
only on a custom basis, but Arcadia Machine
and Tool (hereafter AMT, as they are better
known) has one to complement their line of
all stainless Government Model clones.

They’re the same folks who brought us the
.44 Auto Mag and recently introduced the
neat Auto Mag II.

The AMT longslide has a full seven-inch
barrel and comes from the box with most of
the refinements that cost extra on other guns.
There are adjustable sights, extended safety
and slide stop, beveled magazine well, wrap-
around grips and a wide Gold Cup type trig-

AMT LONGSLIDE

Box-stock and ready to go to the range or to a compe-
tition, the AMT Longslide comes with a variety of
combat accessories as standard equipment, not the
least of which is a seven-inch barrel and longslide.

As a size comparison, the seven-inch Longslide barrel contrasts with a six-
inch barrel and a five-inch standard barrel. The longer AMT barrel gives

higher velocities.

ger. The trigger pull, at 5 Ibs., is better than
some, but will still need some attention.

The top surface of the slide is serrated to
reduce glare. Finish is natural stainless with
the sides of the slide polished. The frame is
matte, apparently bead blasted. One of the
refinements you can't see till you take it apart
is a long, solid recoil spring plug that adds
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about two ounces of extra weight up front
where it does the most good.

Stainless guns have a reputation for galling
when two surfaces rub against each other and
this has been especially troublesome with
Government Model guns due to the long
slide/frame contact. Better materials and
improved lubricants have helped, but AMT
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has recognized something that bullseye
gunsmiths have known for years. In an
accuracy job, the fit of slide to frame is far
from the most important element. The heart
of any accuracy job is the fit of the barrel lugs
to the slide stop pin and this alone will take
out quite a bit of slide play when the gun is
locked up in battery. And that’s the only time
it matters. I must admit that there’s something
attractive about a glass smooth, snug slide fit,
but this is really not going to make the gun
shoot much better.

On the first trip to the range the AMT
Longslide functioned flawlessly with a wide
variety of factory ammunition and handloads
including a number of hollowpoint types.
While this isn’t a carry gun, hollowpoints and
wadcutter provide the acid test for feeding
and function and it digested them all without
a hitch. It’s nice to see a gun come from the
factory with an adequate ramp job on the
barrel as demonstrated by the perfect
function.

As expected, accuracy was best with wad-
cutter and two-inch groups at 25 yards were
ordinary. The gun also showed a fondness for
Federals 185 gr. hollowpoint and shot nearly
as well with them. The ammo says “match”
on the label and it really is good stuff. My .45
IPSC load with the ever-popular H&G 68
shot well and functioned perfectly.

The $499 suggested retail is enough to
make it attractive when compared to the cost
of a comp gun these days and someone want-

ing to get into practical shooting could do
much worse.

After the first range session of about 200
rounds, I cleaned and carefully examined the
entire gun for signs of unusual wear or,
heaven forbid, galling. Regrettably, there
was a tiny spot on one of the slide rails and
this caused me to do two things.

After cleaning I gave the rails a liberal coat
of Break-Free and then went back to the
range. I fired another 200 rounds and looked
everything over again. This time, there was
no evidence of further galling. The spot was
still there, but had not grown. Instead, there
was now evidence that the rails were begin-
ning to mate with one another for the bead
blasted surface, which regrettably extends to
the rails, was beginning to wear smooth.

Another small problem surfaced, how-
ever. In my original inspection I had felt that
the slide movement was a little stiff near the
rear of the travel and I found that the slide was
rubbing lightly on the top of the tongue exten-
sion of the frame. This is a fairly common
thing on guns with fitted slides and usually
doesn’t hurt anything unless it's excessive
enough to interfere with functioning. It
doesn’t on the test gun. A little lubrication
there, and more shooting, will resolve the
problem after the break-in period.

Over the next couple of range sessions I
shot the AMT Longslide both as a bullseye
gun and two-handed and tried to compare the
felt recoil with conventional guns. Recogniz-
ing that this is purely subjective, I felt that the

AMT was more comfortable to shoot in
bullseye timed and rapid fire than a standard
gun, although it's a bit muzzle heavy. The
longer sight radius is an asset.

When shooting two-handed IPSC style, it
wasn't quite as obvious, but there was less
muzzle rise. Not as good as a comp gun, but
then it doesn't cost as much either. As pre-
dicted, operation became smoother with
more shooting as the stainless parts wore in.
Functioning has continued to be error free
and even though I have shot the gun quite a bit
with bullseye loads, there just haven't been
any problems. Nor has there been any evi-
dence of further galling, although I think it
wise to keep an eye on all mating surfaces
and be sure they are properly lubricated.

Reflecting on the overall performance of
the AMT Longslide, I would have to rate it
good. I don't believe anyone expects a Gov-
ernment Model gun to come with a great
trigger and this one was no exception, but it
was a hell of a lot better from the box than
most new guns and was shootable as it came.
Maybe I'm just too picky about triggers.

The other features that are standard on the
Longslide cost extra on other models or have
to be done by a gunsmith. That goes a long
way toward compensating for minor prob-
lems. At $499, the AMT Longslide repre-
sents good value.

For more information about the Longslide
and other AMT guns, write to AMT, Dept.
AH, 6226 Santos Diaz St., Irwin-
dale, CA, 91706. ‘

#8480 Sports Master
10mm, 1%1’“!‘“ FPJ]

#8630 Sports Master
.44 Magnum, 300 Grain JSP

#1725 MatchKi
6.5mm, 120 Grain H

#2850 gameng
T .35 Caliber, 225 Grain SBT

GameKing #2850 .35 Caliber, 225 Grain SBT
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NEW FOR 1989

Sports Master #8480 10mm, 190 Grain FPJ

A very strong buller with its Full Profile Jacker. Use ir for maximum
knockdown power on game or steel rargers. Legendary Sierra
accuracy. Recommended velocity range 800-1200 FPS.

Sports Master #8630 .44 Magnum, 300 Grain JSP
Awesome performance...weight retention is 95-100% with
unsurpassed penetration and knockdown power. Equally effective
on big game or metallic silhouettes. Recommended for handgun use
only; velocities are 1000-1500 FPS.

MatchKing #1725 6.5mm, 120 Grain HPBT

An ideal sithouette bullet, delivers pinpoint accuracy and superior
knockdown power in production 6.3mm rifle and handgun bores, as
well as with wildcats, such as the 6.5 X 308 and 6.5 X .250 Savage.
Velocities 2400-3000 FPS in rifles, 1800-2300 FPS in handguns.

The bullet for maximum performance with the .35 Whelen. Works
best on medium- to large-size animals at 2300-2800 FPS. Sierra's
boar tail design assures a flat trajectory and outstanding accuracy for
greater striking power at long range.

Available Now Look for these NEW bullets at
better firearms retailers or call Sierra TOLL-FREE at
1-800-223-8799 (7am - 4pm Pacific Time) for a
retailer near you. And be sure to use our toll-free
Tech-Line for all yvour reloading questions!

The Bulletsmiths!
10532 S. Painter Ave.
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670

1-800-223-8799
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SUPER GRADE

Continued from page 61

or constriction vent, of the compensator.
The hole in the constriction vent through
which the bullet passes is a mere .012"
over bore size. This makes for an ex-
tremely efficient gas seal while still allow-
ing sufficient space for the bullet’s
passage.

The second chamber measures .315"
from the constriction vent separating the
two chambers to the end of the compen-
sator. The front baffle, or face plate, is
three times as thick as the one separating
the two chambers, a hefty third of an inch.
This face plate is thicker in order to ex-
tend the moment of time during which the
bullet passes through it.

If we could slow time to a crawl, this is
what we’d see inside the Super Grade’s
twin chamber compensator: the bullet
screams from the muzzle pushed by an
expanding column of sizzling hot gas. A
stop-action photo, taken at the moment
the base of the bullet clears the crown of
the muzzle, shows this column of hot gas
streaming around the bullet.

Next time-stop frame: the bullet is in
the rear expansion chamber with its nose
entering the rear constriction vent of the
double chamber comp. Still, hot gases are
spewing from the muzzle in this milli-sec-
ond of elapsed time, but the first wave of

gas has already begun to expand within
the compensator’s rear chamber. But in-
stead of dispersing evenly in a 360 degree
radius, some of the gas has met resistance.

As the searing gas impacts the walls and
floor of the expansion chamber, the gas is
forced inward and upward toward the
only exit available. Because the bullet has
effectively sealed the constriction vent
(there is some leakage, but not a signifi-
cant amount), the gas has no place to go
except out the top, through the large scal-
loped port in the compensator.

Next time frame: now the bullet has
passed through the rear chamber and is
inside the front chamber. Blistering gas
pumps behind the bullet now that a sec-
ond opening, through the baffle separat-
ing the compensator’s chambers, has been
opened.

Gas continues to erupt from the top of
the rear compensator, already working
against the recoil impulses that would
send the gun’s nose flipping upwards.

But still the swirling gas begins to fill
the front chamber as the bullet flies into
the face plate’s constriction vent, the mas-
sively thick wall of steel that will hold the
remaining gas inside the twin expansion
chambers where it will dramatically work
to reduce felt recoil.

Stop time: the bullet is inside the fron-
tal baffle thus sealing the two chambers
behind it. Furiously pushing in every di-
rection, the gas now has only two places
to go—out the two large ports in the top

of the twin expansion chambers. .

By now, of course, the volume of the
propellant gas has been reduced as the
first wave gushed through the rear cham-
ber of the compensator. The remaining
gas, still a powerful force to direct in an
opposite direction against muzzle flip, is
still churning upwards through the com-
pensator’s twin ports as the bullet seals
the .300" thick face plate for a longer time-
moment than it had sealed the .100" thick
rear baffle.

The reason for the thicker face plate,
naturally, is to delay the gas as long as
possible inside the compensator’s twin
chambers. The narrow clearance of a
scant .006" around the bullet retains the
gas efficiently inside this remarkable com-
pensator.

How long does all this take? A .38
Super 155 grain bullet travelling at 1200
fps will have made a full journey through
the Super Grade dual-chamber compen-
sator in .0000683 of a second!

he Super Grade pistol is a complete
gun that comes to a Bill Wilson client
thoroughly range tested and ready. Un-
like most custom pistols, the Super Grade
has very few options for one simple rea-
son—the gorgeous gun leaves no custom
stone unturned.
It's a “‘package deal.” Sorting through
stacks of Government Models from a
number of different gun shops’ and dis-

John Pride wins
\ the Bianchi Cup
- for the 2nd year in

sighted revolver.

Aimpoint: Wins Again!

John Pride the 1987 and 1988 Bianchi Cup
champion relies on the most advanced
equipment made; that is why. he uses Aimpeint
electronic sights. “"During my fifteen years as a
competitive shooter and law enforcement
officer, | have fried all types of sights and scopes

a row with his
Aimpoint:

stainless finish.

For full information on the world's finest sights and mounts, write or call:

Aimpoint

203 Elden St., Herndon, VA 22070 (703) 4/1-6828

Photo: G. Luczy

eyes open « excellent for shooters who

wear glasses * quick and accurate « the dot only
covers 3" of the target at 100 yards - excellent for

pistols, rifles, shotguns and bows « available in black or

and the Aimpeint is by far
the best available.
When | am competing
y Wwith the fop
shooters in the
[ world, | need
% every advantage | can get.
Aimpoint's red dot is so sharp
and bright that it is very easy to
use”; just put the adjustable red
dot on your farget « no focusing or
centering « shoot with one or two

._.'b )
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When It's Time For A Change. ..

7 4

SMITH &
ALEXANDER

-l

IF UNAVAILABLE AT
YOUR DEALER —
ORDER DIRECT FROM S&A
“DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED"

...THE S&A MAG-GUIDE

— ONE PIECE MAGAZINE GUIDE AND
MAINSPRING HOUSING

— FITS COLT OR OTHER 1911TYPE AUTOS

— STAINLESS (17-4) OR BLUED (4140)

— ARCHED OR FLAT

— MFGD. TO FIT STD. MAGAZINE OPENING,
MAY BE ENLARGED TO FIT ALREADY
“FLARED'® MAGAZINE OPENING

— FITS RIGIDLY IN FRAME, WILL NOT SHIFT
LIKE UNITS THAT MOUNT AROUND GRIP
SCREW BUSHINGS

— ADDS 1/4” TO GRIP LENGTH AND EXTRA
WEIGHT HELPS REDUCE RECOIL

— CHECKERED 20 LINES PER INCH

OMFB — Officers Model Flat Blue

OMFS — Officers Model Flat Stainless

GMFB — Government Model Flat Blue

GMAB — Government Model Arched Biue
GMFS — Government Model Flat Stainless
GMAS — Government Model Arched Stainless

POSTPAID. Certified Check, M.O. or URS. COD
(UPS $2.50 Handling & COD Chgs.)
Texas Res. add 8% Sales Tax ($5.60 ea.)

SMITH & ALEXANDER
PO. BOX 835790
RICHARDSON, TX 75083
214-231-6084
214-343-7203

tributors’ inventories, Bill personally se-
lects a Series 80 Colt pistol to begin the
transformation into a Super Grade. Only
“pistolsmith selected” Colts can be used
for a Super Grade and the price of the gun
is included in the total tab of the Super
Grade.

A Super Grade in .38 Super costs $2795
while one in .45 ACP sells for $2695. Of
course this includes the price of a new
Colt Series 80. The Super Grade also
comes complete with six stainless steel
magazines, 8-round .45 or 10-round .38
Super, and a Gun Guard pistol case.
Turn-around time-varies between six
weeks and six months depending on de-
mand at the time of the order. For more
information, contact Wilson’s Gun Shop,
P.O. Box 578, Dept. AH, Berryville, AR
72616 or call (501) 545-3618.

ittle details, often seen only with a

magnifying glass, tell the true story of
craftsmanship in the finest custom pistols.
Bill Wilson’s outstanding Super Grade
conversion of a Colt Government Model
stands proudly as a best-quality gun from
the workbench of this remarkably tal-
ented pistolsmith.

Cosmetically, the Super Grade is a
marvel of handpolishing and handfitting.
A tell-tale place to look on a Government
Model for signs of inferior workmanship
is the dished-out recess on the frame just
behind the trigger guard.

70

All Colt pistols have slight tooling
marks here, some worse than others, and
it's a sure bet that if a pistolsmith leaves
these unsightly blemishes unpolished,
then the gun is not a true example of fine
craftsmanship. It’s the first place to look
for flaws on a best-quality 1911.

The Super Grade’s brilliant polish be-
trays not the slightest hint of tooling
marks or other pug marks of the manufac-
turing process. The recess behind the trig-
ger guard is smoothly honed to remove
the scratches. Good sign.

The next spot to check for the rigorous
attention to detail that must characterize
a top-grade gun is the rear of the slide’s
checkering pattern. This is another dead
giveaway for skimping on quality.

The rear of the slide incorporates the
head of the extractor and seldom will you
find a checkering pattern that precisely
matches on the slide and extractor head.
Usually the crosscuts on the extractor are
badly out of synch with those on the slide
itself.

Bill Wilson’s flawless rows of 40 Ipi
checkering match exactly, a signal of su-
perior craftsmanship. In fact, Bill goes a
step further than any other custom pis-
tolsmith, to my knowledge, in this regard:
he supplies a spare extractor with pre-
cisely the same checkering pattern as the
slide in case the original one needs to be
replaced. That's attention to detail.

Speaking of checkering, this is the third
aspect of best-grade workmanship on a

custom 1911 pistol. Perhaps the most ex-
acting of all the many hand operations in
the building of a Super Grade, the check-
ering of the front strap, mainspring hous-
ing and beneath the trigger guard must be
flawless to befit this top quality pistol.

Understand: checkering is done one
line at a time with a sharp file. By hand.
Some fast-buck pistolsmiths use a milling
machine to cut checkering but this results
in shallow, dull diamonds. The Super
Grade’s steel diamonds are precisely
handcut.

To check the quality of checkering, first
tilt the pistol horizontally and then verti-
cally and look to see if the rows are par-
allel and square to the frame. Inept
checkering lists to the left when botched
by a right handed person, to the right by a
southpaw. The lines on the Wilson Super
Grade are square and parallel.

Next, take a magnifying glass and care-
fully inspect the sharp rows of steel dia-
monds. Look for flat spots on top of the
little pyramids. Each and every one of the
diamonds should be sharply pointed and
deeply cut. Also look for over-runs where
the checkering file slipped.

Good checkering is very bloody hard to
execute; good checkering is a painstaking
labor of love that takes hours of tedious
handstrokes. The Wilson Super Grade
displays textbook checkering revealing
the time-consuming handwork that is the
hallmark of this superlative pistol. Not a
slip, not a flaw. not a flat diamond to be
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found, just superb handwork.

Moving up to the top of the slide, the
next item to inspect on a fine custom pistol
is the installation of the rear sight. The
sight should be the unsurpassed Bo-Mar
Combat Sight low mounted and tastefully
buried.

Hold the pistol up to a light and look
for daylight in the dovetail that holds the
sight. The slightest hint of daylight reveals
a sloppy fit. The sight’s base should be
press-fit into the dovetail and appear as
one solid mass of steel.

The Bo-Mar sight on a best-grade pistol
should be sunken into the slide with the
rear blade blended into the pistol. Here
Bill Wilson has allowed one flaw. The Bo-
Mar sight, while it is correctly dovetailed,
is not properly melted into the slide.

A tasteful mount involves at least five,
sometimes six precise cuts with a vertical
mill to subtly remove metal in the slide
and thereby marry the Bo-Mar and the
slide as one harmonious unit. These ma-
chine cuts should be slightly undersize
with the final fitting accomplished by hand
with needle files and then polishing
stones.

Unfortunately, the rear of the Super
Grade’s slide is simply lopped off with one
pass of a cutter leaving the Bo-Mar dan-
gling over the end of the gun.

This is purely a cosmetic matter, it
should be noted, for the exceptionally
strong Bo-Mar sight is just as rugged and
durable with this sort of installation as

with the proper blending of the unit into
the slide.

As we move to look at the slide-to-
frame fit, we find the Super Grade returns
once again to the sort of quality that dis-
tinguishes this remarkable pistol. Bill
carefully mates the siide rails to the frame
by judiciously removing the slop and wig-
gle in a stock Colt gun.

He meticulously handlaps the recipro-
cating slide to its stationary mate with
such finesse that the slide appears to glide
on the rails like an oil-dampened piston.

Smoothly easing back the slide, you can
feel the mirror finish on all bearing sur-
faces as they delicately whisk past one an-
other as the slide retracts. Pull back on a
stock Colt slide and you can feel all man-
ner of glitches and snares—careful hand-
fitting results in a beautifully smooth
functioning of the Super Grade.

Now go to the trigger, an obvious indi-
cator of a pistolsmith’s savvy. The Super
Grade is equipped with an adjustable Na-
tional Match skeletonized trigger, either
long or short at the client’s request. The
test pistol’s trigger pull is crisp, with very
little take-up, and breaks cleanly at 2
pounds 9 ounces on a Brownell’s trigger
pull gauge calibrated in half-ounce incre-
ments.

Now this bears comment. The gun is a
Series 80 with the firing pin safety that
causes the trigger to activate a spring-ten-
sioned plunger connected to the firing pin.
This prevents the gun from firing acciden-

tally if dropped, but it also adds a consid-
erable burden to the trigger’s work. It’s
significantly more difficult to perform a
good trigger job on a Series 80 than the
older Series 70 guns without the firing pin
safety device. Pistolsmiths routinely
charge more for a Series 80 trigger job.

However, Bill’s skilled hand tuned the
trigger and removed the felt effects of the
firing pin safety. A 22 pound trigger that
breaks cleanly and crisply is a very good
trigger indeed, especially on a Series 80.

The barrel is a match-grade Wilson
brand and the front lockup is accom-
plished with an oversize cone of steel that
replaces the conventional barrel bushing.
This steel cone also incorporates the
clever double-chamber compensator. The
test pistol’s six-inch .38 Super barrel in-
cludes an integral feed ramp to fully sup-
port the Super’s case web during firing.

The fit of the barrel is, well, right. The
rear locking lugs engage fully and the slide
stop rides properly on the barrel’s foot.
No tell-tale wear marks are in evidence
after over 2,400 rounds that would indi-
cate an improper fit.

The barrel hood is handpolished and
squared to mate with the breech face.
This often over-looked detail is another
indication of the attention Bill Wilson
pays to his finest pistol.

Needless to say, the barrel’s feedramp
is polished to a brilliant sheen. Flatnose
and semi-wadcutter bullets effortlessly
sail up the mirror-smooth chute to the
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“STRESSFIRE”

At lost! The first volume of Massad Ayoob's long awaited series on "Gunfighting for Police:
Advanced Tactics and Techniques.”
"'STRESSFIRE" is the result of Ayoob's years of research about what actually happens in
qunfights.

Learn how stress and adrenalin affect the mind and body, ruining conventional shooting
me it techniques under pressure . . . and how new techniques actually feed off that pressure to
Tt make you perform better under stress!

$9.95

“THE STREET SMART GUN BOOK?”

At last, master gunfighting tactician John Farnam gives his formula for shooting survival. One
of the top national instructors, John covers gun and holster selections and gives intensive
advice on use of cover, movement, mental awareness and preparation, and the TACTICS for
winning a gun duel.
$11.95
Plus $2.95 postage and handling
MC/VISA ACCEPTED. ORDER TOLL FREE: 800-624-9049
—————————————— POLICE BOOKSHELF P.O. Box 122, Concord, N.H. 03301 = = = — m— e e e e e L
STRESSFIRE $9.95 Name
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chamber. Roundnose bullets, the easiest
to feed reliably, also glide up the ramp
without hesitation.

Ejection of spent cases, thanks to a low-
ered and flared ejection port, is brisk.
Smoking hulls arc free of the Super Grade
in a consistent pattern to land four feet to
the right and two feet behind the shooter.
Consistency of ejection is another sign of
careful fitting of a pistol, and the Super
Grade exhibits superior performance in
this regard.

An ergonomic touch that is also pleas-
ing to the eye comes with the tasteful ad-
dition of cocking serrations on the front
of the slide. Precisely cut to duplicate the
serrations on the rear of the slide, these

cuts permit the shooter to retract the slide
easily between two fingers. This is the
most comfortable manner to inspect the
chamber for a loaded round and also a
handy means of cocking the gun to cham-
ber a round from the magazine.

A Wilson beavertail grip safety grace-
fully follows the contours of the frame as
skilled hands carefully handfit the part.
The Wilson beavertail with its upsweep-
ing tang allows the recoil of the pistol to
distribute its punch to a broader surface
of the shooting hand, thus reducing felt
recoil. It also eliminates hammer bite.

The hammer is a Commander style that
is relieved on the sides to prevent rubbing
on the slide as it hits the firing pin. The

These Accessories
Available Separately

HAMMER. Stainless steel com-
mander style. Designed with
enough metal for correct fitting
of the sear engagement. $14.95

I EXTENDED COMBAT SLIDE
RELEASE. Now the same tech-
nology as applied to the Safari
Enforcer parts provides for one
hand control during reloading,
leaving left hand free to insert a
fresh magazine. Browning High
Power: $19.50; Colt: $19.95

( Safari Arms .45 Combat Pistols
Are Back...Only From Olympic Arms

The famous Safari Enforcer (3.8" barrel) and MatchMaster (5" barrel)
are noted for their accuracy and durability. Available now,
only from Olympic Arms, in Armaloy, blue, alloy and stainless steel.

AMBIDEXTROUS COMBAT
SLIDE RELEASE SET. Now full
control of the .45 automatic with
the left hand. $29.50

EXTENDED COMBAT SAFETY.
Malch-proven design assures
positive control of safely without
having to shift or reposition grip.
Browning High Power: $19.95;
Colt: $19.95

BEAVERTAIL GRIP SAFETY.
Provides better control of the
weapon by spreading recoil over
a larger area of the shooter's
hand. This reduces apparent
recoil and eliminates hammer
pinch. Requires minimal frame
contouring for a perfect fit.
$19.95

AMBIDEXTROUS COMBAT
SAFETY SET. Full position con-
trol with right or left hand. Get
the most from your automatic. A
must for combal shoolers,
police officers and all left hand-
ers. Browning High Power:
$34.95; Colt: $39.95*

*Manufactured under pat.
#3492748

FIXED REAR SIGHT SET. No-
nonsense front and rear sights
designed for fast target acquisi-
tion. Provides the proper light
gap between the front and rear
sight. Melted full radius style.
Available in blue and stainless
steel. Rear sight fits standard
dove tail. $14.95

Dealer Inquiries Invited

Write or call for FREE catalog

OLYMPIC ARMS, INC.
dba SGW
624 OLD PACIFIC HWY. SE.
OLYMPIA, WA, 98503
PHONE: (206) 456-3471

T0 ORDER:
Send cashier's check or money order for

immediate delivery. Personal and business
checks must clear first. Will ship C.0.0. for
orders over $30.00, Minimum shipping
charge is $4.00. Add $1.65 on all C.0.D,
orders. Washington residents add 7.5%
sales tax or furnish your state tax number
Please call us if you have any guestions

hammer hooks are deep and properly cut
to allow full engagement of the sear.

A competition recoil spring wraps
around the Wilson full-length guiderod to
enhance reliability as the gun cycles. A
Shok-Buff pad fits between the spring and
the end of the guide rod to absorb some
of the jarring recoil forces of the gun and
keep the slide from battering the frame
unnecessarily.

The magazine well is greatly enlarged
with, first, an exaggerated bevel and, sec-
ond, the addition of a customized mag
funnel. This highly practical feature is a
great help in fast magazine changes. The
Super Grade’s mag funnel presents a hu-
mongous opening compared to the
skimpy hole on a stock Colt.

Additionally, the Super Grade is fitted
with an enlarged and extended magazine
release button.

Kim Ahrends exotic wood grips. either
smooth or checkered, are included on the
Wilson Super Grade. The client is free to
select from Bill’s extensive stock of rose-
wood, kingwood and coco bolo. The gor-
geous Ahrends grips are dished out near
the magazine release button to permit a
faster, more positive access to the *“go
button.™

The striking appearance of the two-
tone Super Grade is a combination of
deep bluing on the slide and Metaloy plat-
ing on the frame. The handsome and du-
rable Metaloy finish covers internal parts
like the disconnector and hammer strut
for a long lasting, wear-resistant finish.

One of the few options available on the
Super Grade is full-gun coverage with the
unsurpassed Metaloy hard chrome plat-
ing. To include the slide with Metaloy
plating is a $35 option.

There are only three other options:
checkering the front of the trigger guard
is an extra $40; square and checker the
front of the trigger guard is $90; adding a
custom fit thumb guard costs $30.

hooting the Super Grade, like squeez-

ing the Charmin, is the true test of the
gun’s new double-chamber compensator.
Would it perform as spectacularly as Rob
Leatham said? Is it truly a revolutionary
design that will set a whole new trend in
compensator technology? In short, does it
shoot?

Unfortunately, the Super Grade picked
the worst time of the year to arrive for
testing. Arriving only six weeks before the
Steel Challenge speed shooting competi-
tion, the Super Grade would be tested
during the frantic six out of 52 weeks in
the year that I expend a disproportionate
share of the year’s ammo in practice.

Shooting steel eats up ammo faster than
any other form of practice because, for
one thing, there’s no wasted time to paste
paper targets and, for another, the Green
Valley Ranch shooting park where I prac-
tice has all the Steel Challenge courses
permanently set-up. No delays in moving
the heavy steel around, just shoot!

Going through 1,200 to 1,400 rounds in
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a weekend is no big thing.

The gun arrived directly from the studio
of photographer Ichiro Nagata and had
not received the benefit of the usual 200
rounds to break the gun in. The tight
slide-to-frame sit suggested a few hiccups
would be forthcoming in the first 500 or so
rounds.

Surprise, surprise: nary a jam in the
first 500 shots. Then the first 600, 700, 800
and a thousand.

Wait a minute, the .38 Super is noto-
riously finicky. The barrel has consider-
able free bore and this extended throat is
supposed to lead up quickly and cause
“failure to go into battery.” Moreover,
the gun was getting downright gunky with
powder residue. Shucks, a .45 might han-
dle a thousand trouble-free rounds, but a
.38 Super?

Let’s go some more, this could get in-
teresting. Twelve hundred, going for thir-
teen.

Ah-ha, gotcha! Somewhere around
1,250 a round skidded to a halt on the
filthy feedramp. All that oily powder goo
stuck in the Super Grade'’s throat and it
coughed!

There you have it, the Super Grade is
not 100% reliable. I went on to put an-
other couple of hundred glitch-free
rounds through the gun, bringing the total
up to around 1400, before heading home
for a cold one and the gun cleaning kit.

Surprise number two, or maybe shock
number two. After field stripping the
lovely little Colt, I expected a real battle
with barrel leading. The chronographed
loads registered 1150 fps with the hardcast
Bull-X 155 grain lead semi-wadcutters.
That’s zipping right along and the barrel
should be caked with leading.

What's this, the barrel’s hardly dirty.
Whatever happened to all those stories
about the Super’s fouling horribly and
gunking the bore with hard-to-remove
leading? 1 think the answer lies in shoot-
ing .356" bullets, instead of .357", and us-
ing the exceptional Bull-X slugs which are
cast extremely hard and seem to resist
barrel leading to a most astonishing de-
gree.

Honestly, a .45 with 200 grain #68’s
will lead far worse than these fast-step-
ping Super slugs.

Accuracy? I don't believe it either, so
don’t write nasty letters calling me a liar.
The gun lied! Let’s get it over with
quickly—a five-shot cluster of 1.347" at
fifty yards. That’s from a stable roll-over
prone position. At 25 yards off the sand-
bags, well, the gun’s just a pathological
liar.

It keeps trying to tell me it shoots .675"
groups. It keeps tearing rounds holes very
close together, and lying through its teeth.
Comp guns just aren’t that accurate, are
they?

Of course Bill Wilson’s personal Super
Grade is also a liar. It will stand there as
bold as can be looking you right in the
eye—and shoot a % inch group at 25
yards. Rob Leatham’s Super Grade lies

We just turned
your living room
into a target range.

E TARGET RANGER gives you

operates exactly as it does with
live ammo. The firing pin strikes
the cartridge and the target lights
up when you hit a bull's-eye.
Now there’s no need to travel to a
range or buy costly ammunition

- oy B and targets. No wear

the freedom to practice
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own handgun!
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edloader Case

Magazine Pouch-fits
nly $10.95 each

9 mm. and 45 auto.
Only $11.95 each

See your local gun dealer.Guaranteed one full year.

New Compact HKS Carrying Cases

» Molded of long-lasting Dupont Hytrel® « More com-
pact, less weight than leather ¢ Half the price of
leather « Resists scratches and scuffs « Not affected
by rot, mildew or water « Two finishes—plain or bas-
ketweave ¢ Three colors—black, tan,
brown ¢ Now available for both
Speedloaders and Magazines

HKS)

HKS Products, Inc.
7841 Foundation Drive
Florence, KY 41042

too. He shoots unbelievable clover
leaves.

The most accurate load tested was the
150 gr. FMJ from CP Bullets. Loaded
with Accurate Arms #7 powder, the load
clocked 1,227 fps over a PACT chrono-
graph. This load is a real tack driver, al-
though the jacketed CP bullets are more
expensive than lead slugs.

Another accurate load is the SAECO
#930 semi-wadcutter weighing 155
grains. Bull-X casts this bullet hard and I
loaded 8.5 grs. of AA#7 for 1,200 fps and
an IPSC power factor of 186. The semi-
wadcutters tore a 1.300" hole with five
shots at 25 yards.

Yet another good load, and my favorite
for major caliber IPSC, is the 143 gr. flat
point from Colorado Cast Bullets. This
load shoots 1.500” at 25 yards, but it’s
main virtue is less muzzle flip than the
other loads mentioned. It’s the best bet
for fast, controllable double-taps in IPSC
matches.

The Steel Challenge load I used for
most of the shooting tests of the Super
Grade is the Bull-X 122 gr. flat point and
125 gr. roundnose, both hardcast lead.
Loaded with 7.0 grs. of AA#7, these
loads clock right at 1,000 fps and feel like
a mouse farting in your hand. Hardly any
kick, virtually a recoilless load.

uzzle flip and gun torque are dra-

matically reduced with the astonish-
ing new double-chamber compensator.
The Super Grade is not marginally better,
it’s substantially better.

In practicing for the Steel Challenge, 1
fired a bunch of double-taps at the 15 yard
steel disks on Speed Option. These 12-
inch circles rang loudly as two 125 grain
roundnose bullets sang out as one ting-
ting. The PACT Mk III timer showed that
the hammer blows were less than .15"
apart, yet both shots consistently hit three
to four inches apart on the steel disk.

This is spectacular. Usually a compen-
sated pistol of conventional design will al-
low fast double- taps only out to 10 yards
or so while keeping the two bullets three
to four inches apart. The dramatic dou-
ble-chamber Super Grade comp permits
this sort of fast and fancy shooting out to
15 yards and beyond.

Moving over to Quter Limits, I double-
tapped the 12-inch plate at 25 yards.
Nope, one hit one miss. I slowed down to
watch the front sight and fired two single
shots instead of triggering a pair almost
simultaneously. Tingting.

The PACT timer’s Review Function
said the time between shots was .24" or
only .09” slower than a fast double-tap at
15 yards. This is extremely fast sight re-
covery. The Super Grade comp was be-
ginning to show its stuff.

As the pile of brass grew and the barrel
heated up, I began to notice another ad-
vantage of the double-chamber compen-
sator. It seems to reduce the pistol’s
torque in the hand. A standard comp gun
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seems to squiggle, twisting sideways ever
so slightly during fast shooting. The Super
Grade remained remarkably still and easy
to control, both in torque and muzzle
jump.

Tracking from target to target in a mul-
tiple array like in Five To Go was also
much smoother thanks to the steadying
effects of the double-chamber compensa-
tor. To keep the gun moving smoothly is
the key to fast target engagement and the
recoil-dampening of the Super Grade
greatly facilitated this basic exercise in
combat pistolcraft.

Getting back to the original questions,
yes, Rob Leatham is right. The new Wil-
son double-chamber compensator is bet-
ter than anything he’s tried, and better
than anything I’ve tried too.

Yes, it’s a truly revolutionary design
and I confidently predict that within a
short time you’ll hardly find a gunsmith
still offering the obsolete one-chamber,
one-port design.

And yes, it does shoot. Fast, very fast
double taps. Superior recovery time from
shot to shot. Greatly enhanced tracking
of multiple targets. Accurate? Well, you
can’t have everything. It only shoots 1}
inches at 50 yards. The gun jammed once
in about 2,400 rounds.

The Super Grade is destined to revolu-
tionize compensator design. Bill Wilson
has just taken the combat pistol ﬂ

another quantum leap forward.

MEET BILL WILSON

Continued from page 61

He steps outside and his hand darts be-
hind his hip. Out flashes the parkerized
steel of GI .45 as the craftsman takes aim
at a particularly large clod of dirt in a
freshly plowed field. The gun bucks in his
hand as the clod evaporates into dust, but
before he can pick up the sights to fire
again he must first clear a jam.

“Damn gun,” he mutters under his
breath, “Never will go a full clip without
jamming.” He clears the malfunction and
shoots two boxes of surplus military hard-
ball, stopping to clear the jams every few
rounds.

Frustrated with the pistol, the watch-
maker decides to send it away to one of
those gunsmiths who advertises his spe-
cialty of the Model of 1911. A few months
later the gun returns—and jams on the
first outing.

The gun had gone to some former bulls-
eye champion who had started a business
hacking away on guns. His pistol, as the
watchmaker later recalls, was butchered.

“I was even more unhappy with that
gun after it came back, so unhappy, in
fact, that I sold that gun and bought a
stock Gold Cup,” wrote the watchmaker
in a book he later authored called The
Combat .45 Automatic.

IMPROVE

Your performance with championship-proven, precision
custom parts and accessories!....
You are demanding. You are used to the best. You want professional care.

You want classic, old fashioned, dependable service. You want quality,
performance-proven equipment. We have it all! We are the Nation’s best!

$69.95

B.A.T. ULTRA-COMP

1911 Type Pistols Accessories
Wilson Combat

Extended Thumb Safety Blue or s/s .. ..
Extended Slide Release Blue or s/s . . ..
Extended Combat Ejector ............
MATCH 45, 6" B.B.L. ..

Extended Magazine Button

Competition Match Trigger w/3 holes . .
Commander Hammer Blue or s/s
Beavertail Grip Safety Blue or s/s .. ..
Shok-Buft Buffers (6 pk.) .........
Combat 3/dots Sights

Full Length Spring Guide Gov. or cic .
Magazine Well Funnel Blue or sfs . ..
Checkered Mainspring Housing

Recoil Spring 9, 10, 12, 15,

A S T S e SAVE
S & A Magazine Guide Blue or s/s
Safari Extended Safety Blue or s/s ..
Safari Ambidextrous Extended
Thumb Safety Blue or s/s . . ..

Magazines & Speedloaders

Metal Form Match Magazine
w/Shaw pad s/s 9 mm

Metal Form Match Magazine
w/Shaw Pad s/s 38 Super ......
Shooting Star, 38 Super

10/Rds. Mags. 8/8 ... cciivayiayin $27.95
NEW B.A.T. Brass Ultra-Mag pad 2 pk. § 9.95
Comp. |l Speedioader K/L $ 6.95
NEW Comp. |ll Speedioader K/L $10.95

Recoil Compensators
Wilson Accu-Comp. Il Kit 45 ACP
Wilson LE-Comp. Kit 45 ACP
Videos

IPSC U.S. Nationals 1988
Steel Challenge 1988
Handguns & Home Survival
Glasses

Bushnell Sportview .................
Bushnell Premier

SAVE
SAVE
SAVE
SAVE
SAVE
SAVE
SAVE
SAVE
. SAVE

SAVE

SAVE
. SAVE

. $19.95

$19.95

ceaa s $19.95

SAVE

———

M\SHOUTERS)
DERIE,

P.O. BOX 3238 « HIALEAH, FL 33013

c:sre«:aa e
N VISA BAT,
[ =i | gd B

e Brass Ujgea
Fagle 9 hq, M;:’Mag Pad 2 ) " 31
Trteee. 52795

Ernie Hill Leather

E. Hill Model 666 Leatham Fender Holster SAVE
Ernie Hill Model PPC Fender Holster .

Ernie Hill Competition Belt .........

Ernie Hill Single Magazine Pouch ...

Ernie Hill Double Magazine Pouch . ..

Ernie Hill Vert. Triple Mag. Pouch . . .
Safariland/Rogers Leather
Safariland/Rogers Model 007 Holster $71.95
S/R Cup Challenge Holster
Safariland/Rogers Gunfighters Belt . .

S/R Adj. Single Mag. Pouch

S/R Double Mag. Pouch ..........

S/R Triple Comp. Magazine Pouch ..

S/R Triple Speedloader Pouch

Action Tune-Up Kits

S & W K/L/N Spring kits

Colt 1911 Spring Kit

S & W J Spring Kit

Beretta 92 Spring Kit

SIG-SAUER P226 Spring Kit .......
Timers & Chronographs
CI/E Pro-Timer llI

C/E Chronograph ...............
Sights

Bo-Mar rear sight, (BMCS) .

Wichita combat Sight

Books

“You Can't Miss"” by John Shaw ...
“Shoot to Win'' by John Shaw
“Combat 45 Auto’" by Bill Wilson . . .

“Hallocks 45 Handbook'
“Combat Handgunnery"'

Accessories

Chapman Screw Driver Kit ........
IPSC Target Pasters

Lyman Brass Gunsmith Hammer ...
Lyman Compact Screw Driver Kit . ..

$ 3.50
$11.70
$22.45

< Phelps Dillon 450/550 Case Feeder $139.95

e ¥ PRODUCTS
foWn Beaverty); {22:’ Kitas acp sy, -
$31.95

FREE SHIPPING IN CONTINENTAL U.S.
SEND $2.00 FOR THE MOST COMPLETE PRACTICAL PISTOL CATALOG EVER

1987 SHOOTERS DEPOT
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You Can Afford The Best — Beeman!

Not everyone can afford a great house or a Mer-
cedes, but almost every shooter can stretch a bit

to have the very best in production adult airguns.
Youcan afford the Beeman P1 — the magnum adult
air pistol which stands alone at the top of sporting
air pistols. You can afford Beeman Silver Jet Pellets
— the super penetration pointed pellets whose
performance and quality have defied copying. You
can afford Beeman/FWB match airguns —which
have swept almost every national & international
gold medal. You can afford Beeman/H&N match
pellets —which have taken all the gold in the most
recent international adult airgun matches.

Beeman P1

Shown with optional
Beeman "Combat” grips and
Beeman Model 25 Scope

You can afford Beeman — the firm which virtually established and still leads the precision adult
airgun field. True, Beeman costs a bit more, but there has to be a reason why Beeman has
higher sales of English and German adult airguns than all other U.S. firms combined. Think
about it. Buy Beeman. In the long run, the quality, the performance, the pride of ownership, the
durability, the backing, and even the resale value—make Beeman the BEST BUY!

Beeman Silver Jet
Super Penetration,
velocily and accuracy!

Send for Beeman Adult Airgun Guide/Firearm Catalog, reg. $2, FREE
with mention of code HG7. For fast, 1stclass mail add $2; $3 for overseas

Beeman Precision Arms, Inc.

3440-HG7 Airway Dr., Santa Rosa, California 95403-2040
Phone (707) 578-7900

S&W's Plinkers Face Off

Can a $200 Model 422 out-shoot a
5600 Model 41?

in the next issue of

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER
PARABELLUM -m

DOUBLE-ACTION

Coming i

Cart Walth &
Waltentabry Uim/Da.

One of the most T
modern designs on

the market — considered by many top
professionals the finest combat-ready
9mm available. The P5 offers flawless
Walther double-action, smooth internal
safety mechanisms, 8-round mag capacity,
plus compact combat styling for maximum
low-profile concealability. Only 7-inches
in overall length and only 28-0zs. Comes
with two magazines. Ask the professional
lawman or top gunsmiths about the P5 .
find out about real quality and top value.

INTERARMS

NUMBER TEN PRINCE STREET, ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314
Write For FREE 32-Page Full- Color Catalog of the Complete Interarms Line
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Yes, the confessed *“gun nut” and jew-
eler went on to write the book on combat
.45s, literally. Bill Wilson was that watch-
maker and today he is one of the most
successful and talented pistolsmiths in the
business.

Even though his Gold Cup was good
enough to allow Bill to win 14th overall in
the 1977 IPSC National Championships,
he still wasn’t satisfied.

“I got the old common feeling—I
needed a new gun. I didn’t, but that was
beside the point. I sent another Govern-
ment Model off to a custom pistolsmith
and when I got it back, I didn’t like that
one either.

“I thought that if I could repair
watches, if I could make tiny parts for
something as intricate as a piece of jew-
elry or the movement of a watch, I could
certainly build a gun. So I sold my second
‘custom’ gun, ordered a bunch of parts
from King’s Gun Works and Armand
Swenson and built what we now offer as
the 120 Competition Grade Gun,” Bill re-
called.

That first Wilson custom gun was a real
humdinger. Accurate and reliable, the
gun was the sparkle of Bill's eye. Pretty
soon word got around the tiny hamlet of
Berryville and spread to shooters in the
surrounding Arkansas countryside.

*“A couple of my shooting buddies saw
the gun, liked it and asked if I could make
them one. I found myself spending more
and more time building guns and less and
less time working on watches.

“My wife Darla and I had a major de-
cision to make: should I step from hobby
gunsmithing to full-time gunsmithing, giv-
ing up the watchmaking?

“With her backing, I made the big leap,
and it was scary. We had no operating
capital and just a gut feeling that the mar-
ket for quality .45 modifications was get-
ting ready to take off. The big shops like
Pachmayr were one and two years behind
in delivery, and I knew that a lot of shoot-
ers were crying out for a pistolsmith who
understood IPSC guns and practical
shooting,” Bill reminisced fondly.

Needless to say, it was a smart move.
Today Bill consistently puts more custom
pistols into the coveted Top Sixteen of
major practical shooting matches than
any other gunsmith in the country. Over
30% of the Top 16 guns in the 1988 IPSC
Nationals were Wilson Accu-Comps. Go
back and pick any year, you'll find similar
statistics. His Accu-Comp has won five of
the last six IPSC championships and
three-for-three IPSC World Champion-
ships.

The small custom shop in the pictur-
esque farm country of northern Arkansas
has grown dramatically over the years.
Today Bill Wilson’s thriving business gen-
erates nearly $3 million in annual sales. It
would take quite a few repaired watches
to match that!

Custom combat pistols are the heart of
Wilson’s Gun Shop, but Bill also markets
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a comprehensive line of combat shooting
accessories and after-market parts, like
his Wilson beavertail grip safety and Wil-
son match-grade barrels. The Wilson-
Rogers combat magazine is one of the
best, and his Group Gripper and Shok-
Buff accessories are two of the more pop-
ular products he sells.

But combat guns are not the sole do-
main of Bill’s bustling little shop of crafts-
men and artisans. Bill is an avid big game
hunter and the custom conversions of the
Ruger Redhawk and S&W Model 29 have
become widely respected. Bill and his
personal Wilson Magnum Hunter have
taken big game on three of the world’s
eight continents. His charming wife Darla
is also an enthusiastic handgun hunter.

Bianchi Cup revolvers and PPC wheel-
guns are also a specialty of Wilson’s Gun
Shop.

The latest addition, of course, is the
Super Grade and its remarkable double-
chamber compensator.

Bill Wilson has paid his dues and his
successful custom gunshop is testimony to
his perseverance and dedication to qual-
ity. He’s represented the United States in
international IPSC matches as a member
of our national team. He’s won the Sec-
ond Chance bowling pin shoot and placed
in the top five of every other major com-
petition. He knows combat guns.

The watchmaker has become a gun-
maker. I don’t know how well his old
watch repairs are doing, but if he was half
as good a watchmaker as he is a gun-

maker, I bet they're still ﬁ
keeping perfect time.

TEXAS RANGER GUNS
Continued from page 47

side when it came to providing its fighting
minions with sidearms, but on the score
of rifles it was a bit more generous. That
is up to a point. Each new Ranger was
issued a Sharps carbine, the Model of
1869, chambered for the .50-70 cartridge.
These Sharps were reclaimed from the
war and were converted from percussion
by the installation of a new breechblock.
The original .52 caliber barrel was relined
to a .50 caliber. The recruit Ranger was
charged $17 against his monthly stipend of
$33 for this old Sharps. After his quarterly
pay period rolled around the sum was
withheld and thereafter the old carbine
was his.

Later on, during the shank end of the
"70s, Rangers abandoned the old sin-
gleshot Sharps and bought the Winchester
.44-40 Model ’73 carbine. It was a bang
up good gun. An improvement over its
forerunner, the Model 1866, and while a
44-40 like the ’66, it fired a centerfire
cartridge with considerably improved
ballistics.

The State, despite the obvious advan-

\WE TAKE PRIDE . . .
IN OUR ‘SPECIAL WORK:

® Revolver action jobs
® |[PSC auto conversions
® Metal checkering
Sight installation
One piece compensator
barrels.
Fine welding

If you demand professional

'\ workmanship, send $4 for our 16-page

~ color brochure and price list. Refundable.
Jim Stroh

Member American Pistolsmiths Guild

ALPHA PRECISION, INC. Dept.A
Route 1, Box 35-1, Good Hope, Georgia 30641 (404) 267-6163.

CLEAN-BURNING BULLSEYE

With Hercules Bullseye®, clean burning is more than a promise. Bullseye®,

consistently the #1 powder for pistol and revolver target shooting . . . with
those who know. Bullseye’s clean burning is a

welcome bonus—with super-accuracy,

minimum charge weights
and less recoil. Magnum
owners choose Hercules
Blue Dot® for silhouette
shooting. Hercules Unique®
is the all-purpose choice for
handgun versatility. Your enjoyment of
the sport is our target. For a free copy
of Hercules Reloaders’ Guide, see your
dealer, or write: Hercules Incorporated,
Product Information, Hercules Plaza,
Wilmington, DE 19894.
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1 Doz. Large Rockets ($11.00 value) free with $75.00 pur-
chase. Grand Finale ($16.00 value) free with $150.00 pur-
chase. 1 Doz. Large Rockets and Grand Finale ($27.00
value) free with $225.00 purchase. 2 Doz. Large Rockets

and 2 Grand Finales ($54.00 value) free with $300.00 pur-
chase. 3 Doz. Large Rockets and 3 Grand Finales ($81.00
value) free with $450.00 purchase. Offer expires 1-1-90,
Offer voidin AZ, CA, CT, GA, MA, ME, MN, NH. NJ, OR, PR,
R VT. Wi, WV. MINIMUM ORDER $40.00

NO.|  DESCRIPTION QTY. [PRICE[AMT.
B1 | 40 pkgs of 40 Lady Fingers 7.00
B1 | 40 pkgs of 40 Lady Fingers 7.00
B2 | 80 pkgs of 16 1" Firecrackers 7.00
B3 | 40 pkgs of 16 1%" Firecrackers 6.00
B4 | 80 pkgs of 16 1'%:" Firecrackers 9.50
B5 | 20 pkgs of 100 1%" Firecrackers 19.00
B8 | 72 pcs M-50, 60 or 70 15.00
B9 | 3600 pcs Firecracker Assort 25.00
F10 | 48 pkgs of 12 Jumping Jacks 11.00
H12 | 1 dz Assorted Fountains 7.00
M17 | 8 dz #10 Colored Sparklers 500
R22 | 1 dz 10 Ball Roman Candle wo/rp 9.00
R23 | 1 dz 10 Ball Roman Candle w/rpt 10.00
S24 | 1 gr Bottle Rockets w/rpt 4.00
525 | 1 gr Whistling Bottle Rkis w/rpt 9.00
S26 | 1 dz Assorted Small Rockets 4.00
S29 | 1 dz Assorted Medium Rockets 6.50
531 | 1 dz Large Westlake Rockets 11.00
33 | 1 dz Large Peacock Rockels 13.00
| S34 | 1dz Large Biack Cat Rks 11.00
35 | 3 dz Assorted Rockets (1-4 oz) 16.00
S36 | 3 dz Assorted Lg Rockets (8 oz) 30,00
U38 | 1 dz Small Festival Balis 17.00
U39 | % dz Large Festival Balls 17.00
U41 | % dz Single Night Parachules 3.50
X43 | 1 dz 2 Stage Space Jels 6.00
X44 | % dz Extra Large Airplanes 6.00
Y47 | 1 pc 25 Shot Saturn Battery 2.50
Y49 | 1 pc 100 Shot Magical Barrage 5.00
Y50 | 1 pc Kaleidoscope .00
Y53 | 1 pc 96 Shot Pearl Flower .50
¥56 | 1 pc a7 Shot Victory Gelebration 16.00
Y58 | 1 pc 61 Shot Marching Cicadas 16.00
Y62 | 1 pc 61 Shot Crazy Bees 16.00
Y64 | 80 Shot Silvery Flower Blossom 21.50
ABE_| Bargain Basement Assortment 32.50
AB7 | Power Pack 65.00
AB8 | Magnum Power Pack $130.
ABS | Bonanza Box $240.
C77 | Merchandise Total
C78 | Freight 750 |7.50
C79 | Grand Total
Ca0 | Code 932

To order by mail, fill out this order form and send it with
your payments to:
SEASONAL MERCHANDISE CO., INC., Box 426, South
Milwaukee, Wi 53172. No C.0.D.'s. Money orders,
MASTERCARD, VISA or cashier's check only.
To order by phone, credit card orders only, call
1-414-764-6092 anytime. WE NEVER CLOSE.
Prices subject to change without notice. In the event we
are out of an item, another item of equal or greater value
will be substituted.
We cannot ship to post office boxes; we must have a street
address. Many states and localities require a permit. It is
your responsibility to obtain one if necessary. However,
we will ship to you if we have a signed copy on file of the
release shown below. We cannot answer questions regard-
ing state or local regulations as they are too numerous
to compile. Nor can we be responsible for loss of merchan-
dise due to legal action once it leaves our warehouse.
There is a $7.50 shipping charge to any destination within
the continental United States. Two day air freight is avail-
able to all destinations within the continental United States
for a charge of $17.00 plus 10% of the merchandise total
(line C77). Motor freight is available to all destinations
within the continental United States for a charge of $75.00.
Freight to AK and HI is §50.00. All orders shipped within
48 hours 5/1-7/15; slightly longer at other times.
AGREEMENT AND RELEASE FROM LIABILITY
| e e , hereby agree
and state that in consideration of, and as a condition of
this sale:
1. | am at least 18 years of age
2. | understand that fireworks are DANGEROUS and must
at all times be handled and used with caution and | will
assume all risks regarding them.
I will only use this merchandise in strict compliance
with all municipal, county, state and federal rules,
regulations, ordinances, statutes and laws in effect in
the state of destination and | will obtain any and all
applicable permits and/or licenses in accordance
therewith,
| understand that SEASONAL MERCHANDISE CO.,
INC. shall not be liable in any civil action or lawsuit for
any accident or injury caused by or alleged to be caused
by the transportation, handling, storage, sale or use of
this merchandise, and | specifically release and agree to
hold harmless the above named from all liability what-
soever, by any person or entity.
5. Buyer's acceptance of merchandise binds buyer to
above agreement.

SIGNATURE ____ DATE — —-
CHARGE CARD EXPIRATION DATE
CARD NUMBER __ =
PHONE NUMBER & AREA CODE
NAME =
D e
CITY. _STATE

W

&

=R

Only IMR shotshell smokeless
powders meet your handloading
needs with so many grades and
package sizes. All IMR powders
are packaged in three
g\ymﬁ‘z}? convenlent sizes: 8 o0z.
i\ canisters, 5 Ib. cad-
“ -\ dles, and 12 Ib. kegs.

Plattsburgh, NY12901.

Now from IMR
the most grades in
the most sizes.

Ask your full-service dealer for your free copy of the
Handloaders Guide or write IMR, Dept. AH, RD #5, Box 247A,

(IMR.)
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SMOKELESS POWDER
Plattsburgh, NY 12901
Formerly supplied by Du Pont

tages of the Model 73 which held 12 car-
tridges among other good features,
bridled at the price of $50 and continued
to issue the infinitely inferior Sharps.
Many Rangers, who by this time had been
boosted to the munificent sum of $40
monthly, bought the Winchester out of
their own pockets. Jim Gillett in his book,
Six Years with the Texas Rangers says he
kept his Model 73 all his life. “I killed
everything with it. Even buffalo.” He also
accounted for a few outlaws and a whole
gaggle of Apaches, facts gleaned as you
peruse his tome.

The Texas Rangers, organized in 1835,
saw a lot of war right from the beginning.
The first sizeable scrap was in a purely
rhubarb to get free of Mexico. Right after
that the United States went to war against
Mexico and of course the Rangers were
only happy to join in.

Four regiments of Rangers were in the
plan of mobilization. Actually only three
were mustered, equipped, and committed
to battle. Of these Capt. Sam Walker,
who commanded one of the regiments,
was the most famous. He it was who jour-
neyed back east and sat down with the
other Sam—Samuel Colt—and between
this pair of worthies they designed a re-
volver which was to become one of the
most famous revolvers of the entire Colt
line. This was the extraordinary Walker
Model.

he year was 1846 and war had been

joined against Santa Ana’s forces. In
the campaign which followed, the Ameri-
cans drove through victoriously to Mexico
City. General Taylor who commanded the
Expeditionary Forces sent Sam Walker
back east to contact Sam Colt and to re-
main there until the inventor commenced
the production of a big sixshooter.

The revolver as decided upon between
the fighting Ranger and the versatile Sam-
uel Colt was a super belt gun. It weighed
the somewhat staggering total of 4 Ibs. 7
ozs. and had a 9-inch .44 caliber barrel
and an overall of 15%2 inches. It was a per-
cussion type, a sixshooter, and was not
made in the Colt plant as you might con-
clude but in the Eli Whitney armory.

The giant revolver, which was subse-
quently dubbed the Walker Model, was
ordered to the tune of one thousand units.
The first shipment was scheduled to reach
Vera Cruz in late September 1847. These
were to be consigned, among other units,
to Sam Walker’s Rangers. In apprecia-
tion, Sam Colt shipped a brace of the big
forty-fours on ahead to Capt. Walker.

Walker’s Rangers were waging a lively
campaign against the Mex guerrillas. It
was a tenuous chore to keep the lines of
communication open between the Port of
Vera Cruz and distant Mexico City. The
Rangers were assigned that duty. On the
9th of October, his handsome new Colt
sixshooters riding on either flank, the in-
trepid Walker and 350 hard-nose Tejanos
were locked in battle with sixteen
hundred Mex irregulars in the pueblo of
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Huamantla.

A guerrilla, his old smoothbore .69 cal-
iber Eibar-made musket scarcely capable
of hitting a man at 60 yards, fired at the
advancing horsemen. The ball struck the
gallant Walker in the head. He died in-
stantly. He had possessed his new Walker
model pistols exactly four days.

The war ended the next month. The
part the big Walker Colts played in the
concluding hostilities could not have been
but minuscule.

The Ranger regiments were armed ac-
tually with the forerunner of the Walker
sixgun. This was the Paterson Colt, the
Model of 1836, called the “Texas.” It was
a .34 caliber, a 5-shot, with folding trigger,
a barrel of but 5% inches and an overall
dimension of only 9% inches. This was a
difficult weapon as much because of the
slowness of loading as from any other
drawback. Rangers regularly carried two
Patersons and sometimes also packed a
brace of single-shot percussion pistols.

These latter, for the most part, were the
.54 caliber issued to the Army and manu-
factured at the Springfield Armory. They
had been converted from flintlock to per-
cussion type. There were other singleshot
pistols all of which saw hard service.

There was a .44 caliber made by Aston
of Middletown, Conn., still another by
I.N. Johnson also of Middletown, and still
a fourth from the Palmetto Armory at Co-
lumbia, South Carolina. These latter pis-
tols were the 1842 model and this was

followed by the 1843 model. This latter |

was more often issued to cavalry units. It
was a so-called box lock, that is the ham-
mer was contained within the lockplate.
These latter pistols were all percussion by
type.

%n the score of the rifle, the Rangers
were issued the Model 1842. It was a per-
cussion gun, made as both a musket and
as a rifle. In the musket version it was a
whopping .69 caliber; as a rifle it was only
a .54 cal. The rifle, as you might suspect,
was the more accurate. Most of these
arms were manufactured at Harper’s
Ferry armory.

During that interlude from the termi-
nation of the fracas with the Land of Man-
ana and the commencement of what is
euphemistically referred to as the War
Between the States (Southern prefer-
ence) or the Civil War (Northern version)
the Texas Rangers were kept exceedingly
busy policing the new state what with
tracking down marauding bands of Co-
manches, Lipans, Kickapoos, Pawnees,
Kiowas, Apaches and Cheyennes, to-
gether with an endless series of engage-
ments with Mexican bandidos, and local
Texicans who had gone up the owl-hoot
trail.

The Walker Colt had arrived too late
for real service in the Mexican War but
now it really came into its own. It was by
far the choice of the hard-riding hard-
shooting Rangers and besides packing
two of the 4% pound .44s on his lean

flanks, the horse-mounted guardian was |
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Caliber Conversions, Action Tuning,
Smythons Built, Sq Butt to Rd Butt

INTRODUCING THE PA.S.S. Super X-1
(Practical All-Purpose Shotgun System)

Use what the Masters use —

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING SHOOTERS and THANK YOU for
your continued input and use of Nu-Line built guns:

* Rob Leatham — Masters Intn’l
—Soldier of Fortune

—1st Pro Shotgun
—1st Shotgun
—1st Overall

Mike Plaxco —Steel Challenge — 1st Shotgun 87-88 *
—Second Chance —1st B.C.B.C.87-88
Brian Enos —Soldier of Fortune —2nd Overall *

—6th Shotgun

— 1st Woman Shotgun
—High Auto 87-88
—85-86—87 Champ

— Masters Intn’l
— Bianchi Intn’l
— MO Action Cham.

Glenda Robison
Ted Deacon

* & Rk ok

Ask Mike Dalton-Mickey Fowler-Gary Robinson-Jerry Barnhart-Chip McCormick

FODP S S G P IRR PSP FETTRF =
b
E NU-LINE GUNS, INC. Basic to
1053 ca&ﬂtsi ::-Il.l. ROAD Full House
(10 A7 AU Conversions

Set your sights on . .
“TIGER”

H738-SH

The “TIGER” is suede
lined and has a metal
reinforced belt loop to
contour with the hip.
Other features, such
as the retention screw,
open bottom, covered
trigger guard, & metal
formed sight tunnel
makes this a very
functional holster.

For your copy of our r:rafpg, send $2.00 to:
DON HUME LEATHERGOODS,
P.O. Box 351, Dept. AH, Miami, OK 74355.




’_—._
World Record Setting Accuracy.

Street-Proven Reliability...

£

¢ Home of the Cannon/Ayoob Street-1.

e Original Designer of the Integral Barrel Compensator
for Heavy Recoiling Revolvers

¢ Bianchi Cup & PPC Revolvers

¢ .P.S.C. & Bowling Pin Comped Revolvers

e Cannon Under Rib for L-Frame

® Cooper Scout Rifles & Custom Shotguns

® Scientifically Designed Recoil Reduction Systems for
High Powered Rifles.

CANNON'’S GUNS

Custom Revolvers ® Custom Pistols

Box 357 e Victor, Montana 59875 e (406) 642-3937

Only the RANSOM REST sits in

FINAL
JUDGMENT

By eliminating inconsistencies in holding and positioning,
the Ransom Rest reduces variables to the gun or
ammunition alone. No other method can produce this
necessary repeatability. That's why major manufacturers
worldwide evaluate their guns and ammunition in Ransom
Rests; that's also why serious individual experimenters
use it. Over 80 adapter inserts allow testing of a great
variety of guns, with automatics feeding from their
magazines. Like the professionals, you can prove beyond
doubt the quality of performance of your gun, your
ammunition. See your dealer, or send for a free brochure
on the Ransom Rest and its accessories and applications.

Ransom Intermational Corporation
4 P.O. Box 3845-AHG
Prescott, Arizona 86302

Telephone (602) 778-7899

wont to tote another pair of the giant pis-
tols in pommel holsters. His rifle was sec-
ondary. His long gun was a single-shot and
since his fighting virtually was at the gal-
lop it was not nearly as effective as the
battery of Colt sixguns.

The onset of the Civil War left Texas
virtually defenseless against her domestic
enemies. For the Rangers rode off to war
and left the budding state virtually in the
hands of the womenfolk, the old men, and
the very young boys. No state save Vir-
ginia provided more soldiery to the Con-
federacy than did the Lone Star State.
The Texans rode away and made up the
cavalry units of such raiders as Jeb Stuart
and Jubal Early.

Their sidearms were those of the South.
The Leech & Rigdon, the Griswold &
Gunnison, the Rigdon-Ansley, the Spiller
& Burr and those guns from the Columbis
Firearms Co. Altogether but 10,000 re-
volvers were made by the Confederates.
The lot, generally speaking, were spitting
image copies of the Colt Navy, sixshooters
of .36 caliber, with brass frame, 7' inch
barrel, and percussion by type.

When our Rebel cavalryman could, he
acquired a good Union gun. By choice
either the Colt Model 1860, a big .44 with
an 8 inch barrel and a weight of 2 Ibs. 11
ozs.; or the Remington Model 1858, an-
other .44 caliber with 8-inch barrel and a
weight of three pounds.

The Union purchased 146,000 Colt re-
volvers from 1861-65. The next most pop-
ular revolver was the Remington. Some
127,000 were bought up. When the end
came at Appomattox and the tattered
remnants of Lee’s once proud soldiery
commenced the long trek homeward it
was a rare Texas trooper who did not have
concealed somewhere among his scanty
belongings either the Colt or the Reming-
ton revolver.

Texas rebels walked home, some of
them more than a thousand miles, and
when they reached old familiar haunts
they found things in a hell of a pass. Out-
laws rode all the trails, the cattle herds
were unattended for the half-decade past
and these had multiplied and mavericks
outnumbered the branded stock. Rustlers
were busy with a sticky loop and running
iron and Mexican bandits infested the
lower Rio Grande from Nueces to Mata-
moros. Indian raiders lifted scalps from
isolated settlers and ran off fat horseflesh
from Austin to distant Ysleta.

hose were lively times and even a full

decade later, in 1875, the situation
had scarcely bettered. It was then that
Captain Lee McNelly was authorized by
the first regularly elected Texas gover-
nor—the carpetbaggers having been
chased out—to march into the lower Rio
Grande country and bring some sem-
blance of law and order. George Durham
was among the first Ranger recruits for
the Special Force. He was in for a lively
time of it!
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Mexican bandidos rode into Nueces-
town and shot the place to doll rags. After
gunning down a dozen of the local citi-
zenry they looted Tom Noake’s store and
carted off 18 Heye saddles.

Now the Heye saddle in those days was,
to use George Durham’s terminology,
“tha top ah tha line.” McNelly arrived the
day after the raid and said, “Sgt. Arm-
strong, get a good description of those
saddles. Tell the boys about them. Then
order them to empty those saddles on
sight. No palavering with the riders.
Empty them! Leave the riders where you
drop them and fetch the saddles back into b iyt
camp.” X (216} 543-8808

McNelly had recruited a company of 30
men. He had no money, no rations, no
horsefeed, few rifles and a paucity of am-
munition. He rode from Nuecestown to
the larger pueblo of Corpus Christi and
went to see old Sol Lichenstein who
owned the biggest outfitter’s emporium.

EXCEPTIONAL!

Shooter’s Choice . . . the
only one-step cleaner and con-
ditioner. Available at your local
Dealer. Write for free literature.
e~

Made in the USA

2L J
SHOOTER'S|
CHOICE

“Sol,” said the Ranger straightforwardly, .22 LR CALIBER
“the Texas legislature did not give me a DOUBLE ACTION
peso to meet expenses. But I've got to SEMI AUTO PISTOLS
have supplies. Rifles, rations, cartridges DESIGNED IN GERMANY
and horsefeed. PATENTED SAFETY FEATURE

Lichtenstein waved his hand toward his
stores. “Here’s the biggest store and the
best stock of all the supplies you'll need
between here and San Antone. Take what
you think you'll need.”

“You may never get your money,”
McNelly looked serious. The carpetbag-
gers didn’t leave any money in the state
treasury. And the legislature doesn’t seem

Made in the U.S.A.
& designed in West
Germany. These
high quality .22LR
semi-auto pistols

willing to spend much to help me bring feature a patented
order down here.” internal safety
Lichenstein replied, “I'll do the wor- (blocking the

ryin’ you take what you want and sign a
receipt for it. Now about rifles. You're
plumb lucky, Cap’n, we got in a big ship-
ment by the last boat. All the latest model
Henrys, Spencers and Winchesters.”

firing pin) and an
external thumb
activated hammer

block safety. Double

“How about Sharps?”” McNelly wanted Action. Backed by PK-22
to know. American Arms' one 8 shot Clip
“Sharps? Sure we carry a small stock year warranty. .22 LR Caliber
for the buffalo hunters but you don’t want Weight: 22 oz.
single-shot rifles for the game you will Length: 6 1/3" O.L.

play,” the storekeeper objected.

“T’ll take 'em,” the Ranger replied.

George Durham in writing in his book
Taming the Nueces Strip says about Mc-
Nelly, “He expected that you would not
bust a cap until you had your man fair in
the sights. ‘I don’t expect my men to
miss, " he was quoted more than once.

American Arms, Inc. is an innovative
leader in the firearm’s field. For more
information on the entire American

PX-22

The Special Force took 36 of the big
Sharps .50 caliber rifles. Durham writes,
“They were boogers I'll tell you! I broke
mine open and that .50 bore looked big
enough for a gopher to crawl into. It was
almost two years before I turned that old
single-shot in for a repeating Winchester.”

McNelly and his hardcase crew bumped
into a band of 12 Mex cattle rustlers. The
outlaws drew up in battle front on some
high ground across a swampy marsh.
McNelly was compelled to walk his horses
across this swampy morass to get within
fighting distance. The crossing was some
five hundred yards and the bandidos fired

7 shot clip

.22 LR Caliber
Waight: 15 oz.
Length: 5§ 1/3" O.L.

Jﬁm%wa/nd%/ma Inec.

"A Step Ahead"
715 E. Armour Rd., Dept. AH-7 N. Kansas City, MO 64116
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Arms line, send $3 for their 12 page
full color catalog featuring shotguns,
rifles, handguns & accessories or:
See your local dealer.
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at the oncoming troopers the whole way.

McNelly in his official report to the
Texas Adjutant General said, I did not
permit my men to unsheath a carbine nor
draw a pistol until we were within 75 or
100 yards of the outlaws.”

He continued the advance at a walk un-
til firm footing was reached. The steady
advance unnerved the Mexicanos and
when McNelly and his stalwarts were
within pistol range, the outlaws turned tail
and rode off. At a slow gallop.

The Rangers, once on firm ground, put
their horses into a run and fast overhauled
the rustlers. A running fight developed
which lasted for six miles. That was a bat-
tle of sixshooters. The old single-shot
Sharps was of no avail under the circum-
stances. Says McNelly officially, **It was a
succession of single-hand fights for six
miles before we got the last one. Not one
escaped out of the 12 who had been driv-
ing the stolen cattle. They were all killed.”

A single Ranger was killed. A lad of
only 16, Berry Smith of Lee County. It was
his first fight and his last one.

Cow thievery kept on. The outlaws, al-
ways in great force, crossed 100 head of
vacas at Las Cuevas, some 65 miles above
Brownsville on the Rio Grande. McNelly
gathered his 30 Rangers and rode all night
to reach the crossing. The herd by this
time was in Mexico. It was destined for
the market in Monterey where there was
a demand for 18,000 head of Texas beef.

Without even hesitating at the Las Cue-

vas crossing, indeed without scouting the
situation to ascertain the numbers of rus-
tlers, McNelly not only forded the inter-
national stream but pushed on inland. His
objective was the notorious Rancho Las
Cuevas, the rendezvous of all the cows
thieves in that corner of the border coun-
try. The rancho was owned by “General™
Juan Flores Salinas, the renegade leader
of the bandidos and a political power on
the south side of the Rio Grande.

The river was at low ebb and the mud
flats on either side bogged the Ranger
mounts, all dead tired from the 65 mile
overnight gallop. Only five horses were
able to negotiate the crossing. The Rang-
ers, undaunted, crossed afoot. The little
band, once assembled on the Mex side of
the international waterway, pushed on the
two miles to Las Cuevas.

They hit the headquarters barely after
daylight and killed four of the five defend-
ers during a sharp exchange. Then their
native guide informed McNelly, “Este
ranch no es Las Cuevas. Esta mas ade-
lante.” “This isn’t Las Cuevas Ranch. It is
farther on.” It seems the place was *“Las
Cuchas” and their objective was still al-
most a mile beyond.

The element of surprise had now evap-
orated but the intrepid McNelly pushed
on for all that. Directly they approached
the stronghold of the bandits.

t was a veritable fortress. Surrounded
by a solid stockade made of standing

cedar posts with lookout towers every 30
meters. But that was scarcely the most im-
posing sight. There before the barricade
was an array of something between 200
and 250 heavily armed horsemen.

The Rangers were outnumbered almost
10 to 1. They were by this time almost
three miles from the Rio Grande, afoot
except for five of their number, and pos-
sessed of only 40 cartridges each for the
old .50-70 Sharps single-shot. Pistols were
no better supplied, some of the boys had
40 rounds and others did not.

Without a moment’s hesitation Mc-
Nelly gave the command to fire. The out-
laws fired almost simultaneously. Sheets
of lead literally engulfed the tiny law
force. Not a man was scratched. After
some minutes of steady volleying McNelly
gave the order to fall back on the river.

When the Rangers reached the Rio
Grande, instead of precipitously recross-
ing, he gave the order to dig in. When the
bandidos, sensing the kill. closed in those
deadeye Tejanos had those old Sharps
ringing like so many church bells as they
emptied saddle after saddle.

“*General” Flores Salines, waving a
fancy gold and silver inlaid Smith & Wes-
son .44 Russian, came charging out in the
lead of a gaggle of his followers. John
Armstrong pitched him from the saddle
with a shot through the heart. Armstrong
retrieved the heavily engraved pistol and
stuck it in his belt. Later he presented it
to Captain McNelly.

SEND FOR FREE CATALOG NOW

COMBAT CORNER CUSTOM PARTS AND ACGESSORIES

Extended Speed Safety (B/SS) ...$15.95
Commander Hammer (SS)
Match Extractor
Extended Ejector
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Breskovich Advantage Grip System
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Clark 6" Steel .45 Barrel
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Unable to beat down the rockhard
Rangers, the Mexicans drew off and
elected to parley. They sent over a flag of
truce. McNelly was obdurate. *“Fetch me
those cows and do it at once or we’'ll at-
tack,” was his ultimatum.

In any other situation this would have
been a bit more than ridiculous. Here was
a tiny force of only 30 Rangers, outnum-
bered by almost 10 to one, fighting with
ammunition almost gone, its back to the
river, and its horses mired in the mud. If
McNelly was simply bluffing he gave no
evidence of it. If he concluded he was out-
numbered, outgunned, and in danger of
annihilation he gave absolutely no sign.
“He meant it,” George Durham says in
his recollections of that moment.

The upshot of the affair was that the
Mexicans withdrew, McNelly moved back
to the Texas side of the border, and the
100 cows were driven by the rustlers to
Rio Grande City, the agreed delivery
point, the next day.

McNelly was there but this time had
only 10 men with him. He crossed to the
Mexican side and here found the cattle
but under the close herd of not less than
25 heavily-armed vaqueros. These buc-
kos, according to the official after-action
report, “were armed with Winchesters
and Colt pistols” and were spoiling for a
scrap. As a matter of fact, the whole affair
looked like a deliberate trap. A cul-de-sac
into which McNelly had neatly tripped.

From the report of Sgt. Bill Callicott,
“The Captain motioned and instantly
formed into a line of skirmishers. Loaded
our old Sharps and covered the Mexicans.
The Captain turned to Tom (Tom Sullivan
was the interpreter) and said, “Tell those
sorry sons’abitches that if they don’t de-
liver those cattle across the river in less
than five minutes we will kill all of them.
If you ever saw cows put across the old
Rio muy pronto it was then.”

During another soiree McNelly cap-
tured a sizeable herd of rustled King
Ranch livestock. He put his Rangers to
the business of moving the herd back to
the Flying W. The King Ranch, it should
be noted, was the biggest spread in all
North America. That was a hundred years
ago, today it is just as big. Richard King,
the owner, had outfitted McNelly and his
Special Force when he was outward
bound with fresh horses.

After the rustled steers were fetched
home again it was not long before a wagon
pulled up in front of the McNelly camp
and in it were “30 spanking new .44-40
Model 1873 repeating carbines,” writes
George Durham, “Captain McNelly told
us to help ourselves and to turn in our
Sharps if we’d rather have the Winches-
ters. After using the old Sharps, these
Winchesters felt like toys. It was Captain
King’s thanks, I reckon, for the steers we
had recovered from Las Cuevas.”

McNelly at the time of the battle at Las
Cuevas was 31 years of age. Two years
later he was dead. One of the greatest
Texas Rangers of all time. He died of tu-
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If you shoot handgun for silhouette, hunting or just
for fun, this Cabretta leather glove was made especially for you!
There's “just enough padding for comfort. The glove's scientific
design provides real protection against direct and transferred
recoil, dramatically reducing the risk of ulnar or planar nerve stress.

Try them once and bring up your scores or bring down game like

never before! Your satisfaction is unconditionally guaranteed.
GUARANTEE: If you are not fully satisfied with the Model 454 Shooter's Glove, simply return within 10 days for a
complete refund. MasterCharge-Visa accepted (813) 643-4222
Avail. in Rt. Hand, Lft. Hand or Pair. Please specify Hand and Hand Size (SM, MD, LG, XL or XX). Include check or
money order for $13 (1 Glove) or $25 (Pair) plus $1.00 postage and handling, payable to:

CHIMERE, INC.

4406 Exchange Ave,,
(Dealer/Rep Inquiries Invited)

Met

roPark #119 Naples, FL 33942

For Detailed Information, Send a Large SASE
and Request ‘‘Hunting Handgun Brochure'’.

HANDGUN H
lmrﬂd Lmb ?/Utbond m

Ruger MAGNUM HUNTER "R’ Series.
The “COMPLETE" HUNTING REVOLVER.

“Tested and Proven in Africa’'s Game Fields"

SHILEN RIFLES
CONGRATULATES
Charles C. Gentile

of
Uniontown, Pennsylvania

At the 1988 Long Range Nationals Chuck Gentile
set a new 50 meter Unlimited Class NRA record of
103 consecutive hits; the previous record was 84!
His Remington XP-100, chambered in 7mmBR, was
'smithed by Ralph Bond of Bloomington, Indiana.
That Chuck and Ralph depend upon a Shilen barrel
is a source of pride and inspiration to everyone in

the company.
S =

Dealers Include
Your FFL For
DEALER
Prices.

P.O. Box 578 A Berr

kFor information on the complete line of Shilen products send $2.00 for a set of up-to-date Data Sheels./
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CASE-GARD

Pistol and Ammo Box

The CASE-GARD 804 is designed for transport-
ing and storing automatics and revolvers with
a barrel length of four inches or less. Con-
structed of durable polypropylene, the 804
features two integral latches for secure
closure, and can be padlocked for

maximum security.

Included is a twenty five round ammo
tray for 9mm, .38/357, 44MAG or .45ACP.
There is a separate compartment for two
magazines or cleaning gear; another cavity
holds a rust inhibiting desicant. The 804
is, of course, protected by MTM’s Three
Year Guarantee.

Suggested Price Available in Black or Graphite Gray 10%" x 74" x 24"
— $8.60

Write for information or see your local MTM Dealer.

Wﬁ'”ﬁ;‘ﬁ . MTM Molded Products Company
UOSHDD P.0. Box 14117 @ Dayton, Ohio 45414 @ (513) 890-7461

NOW YOU CAN HAVE THE BEST!!
CUSTOM HANDGUN STOCKS

Presentation Grade stocks.

Fancy American & Exotic Woods
Fitted to Your Hand measurements.
The Superior Craftsmanship That
You Demand For Your Gun.

ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE $2.00
(Refundable With Order)

NEWELL CUSTOM STOCKS
55 Coyote St., DEPT AH, Los Alamos, NM 87544

MODEL 1911A1

GOVERNMENT

This superior pistol is hand assembled
by American craftsmen and construc-
tion is of durable 4140 steel
Available. in calibers: 9mm.
45 ACP, .38 Super

ZG-51 “PIT BULL"
Compact, our 45
“Pit Bull” is 1'a”
shorter with all
frame parts inter-
changeable
with the
1911A1

BEAUTI

FUL
AND GREAT TO SHOOT.

berculosis. The state legislature com-
plained of his doctor bill as he lay dying in

the Menger Hotel in 1

San Antonio.

P-90

Continued from page 49

High velocity and a lightweight, slim,
pointed profile bullet allow penetration
of a US helmet (old M1 steel type) at
150 meters, and 48 plies of Kevlar at
50 meters.

Reportedly determined to ruthlessly
break free from the shackles of traditional
arms design, FN’s design team has drawn
heavily from lessons learned in post-WW2
small arms experimentation. Their result-
ing P90 combines inexpensive manufac-
ture with bold ergonomic engineering to
produce an exciting new concept in port-
able firepower—somewhere between a
machine pistol and an assault rifle.

Ithough just 16 inches overall, its

“bullpup” configuration allows a re-
spectable 9 inches of barrel. This, com-
bined with closed bolt operation, low
recoil force, and a muzzle compensator,
provides the basis for very good accuracy
in both semiauto and full auto fire.

“‘Man-Machine Interface”—accom-
modating the capabilities and limitations
of the human body—has also been maxi-
mized to this end. The synthetic stock fea-
tures well positioned thumbholes and grip
surfaces to accommodate left or right
handed shooters with equal facility.

With a two-fisted grip and the buttstock
against the shoulder, the sights are cor-
rectly positioned, and the axis of recoil is
on one plane within the weapon. The P90
also holds and points very well for hip fire.

There are a host of other fine points to
the weapon including its removable red
dot electro-optical sight, integral mechan-
ical sights, and low velocity “soft’’ down-
ward ejection through a tunnel in the grip.

The selector is a horizontally mounted
device set just below the trigger, provid-
ing SAFE, SEMI, and AUTO function.
Non-reciprocating cocking slides are pro-
vided on both sides of the receiver. All
mechanical operations may be readily ac-
complished with chemical protective
gloves or heavy winter mitts, and strip-
ping for maintenance is both simple and
quickly accomplished.

The 50 round magazine lies along the
top of the receiver, delivering its rounds
by spring tension sideways into a spiraling

1927A1 SEMI-AUTO DELUXE All the classic details of the time honored
original are reproduced in today's semi-auto Thompson that anyone can own!

These .45 caliber legends have fully machined steel frames and receivers, are
supplied with a 30 rd. magazine and optional 50 rd. drum . Made by American
craftsmen and considered among the finest for rugged service and dependability.

Auto-Ordnance Corporation ¥ /OUr OcA DA
(914) 679-7225 COLOR CATALOG

ramp. This rotates each cartridge in turn
90 degrees in line with the cycling bolt.
Also fabricated of light and strong plastic,
it is semi-transparent, allowing observa-
tion of rounds remaining at a glance.
Although further refinement may be
expected as series production gets nearer,
FN clearly has a winner already. But, it

Box AH7, West Hurley, N.Y. 12491
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remains to be seen if their effort to un- |

seat the obsolescent but nearly universal
9mm Luger round will be successful in the
short run.

With the US military’s avowed interest
in a new “Advanced Personal Weapon™
there is some incentive. However, it is
most likely that initial purchases will be
for police use and for special operations/

anti-terrorist ﬂ

applications.

HANDLOADING

Continued from page 42

of those show signs of too much pressure |

such as a loose primer pocket I may dis-
card the whole batch on the grounds that
they have all been subjected to the same
sort of pressure and are, therefore, all sus-
pect. My Scotch blood sometimes rebels
at the thought of discarding a whole box
of expensive brass so I'll throw out the
offender and use the rest for plinking with
lighter loads.

Cartridge cases can tell you a lot about
their history if you just take time to read
them, but the most important thing is to
limit the use of maximum loads to those
circumstances when they are really
needed. I think it’s possible to get just as
much shooting satisfaction from loads
that are just a bit below maximum.

Most of the time they will shoot close
enough to the same point of impact to
make a sight change unnecessary and you
probably won’t be able to tell the differ-
ence in recoil either. But your expensive
brass, and even more expensive gun, will

know the difference and W

2 NOW YOU CAN

Power Custom c‘
GRAND MASTER DELUXE
with Hogue
Monogrips®

COMPETE
WITH THE

POWER ADVANTAGE

National combat champions rely on the expertise
of Ron Power to produce customized firearms
worthy of the user’'s potential.

Now Ron Power has extended his services
for the serious competitor one step further
by offering specialized tools and customized
patented parts.

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS

POWER CUSTOM, INC.

R. Rt. #2, Box 756-AB
Gravois Mills, MO 65037

Distributor of
Hogue Monogrips®

/ Ul Wﬁﬂél’ (fgxrij.r(um/g% rzaa?ﬁé'x/ welhs modexn é’t‘-é)?(ié)/[(/;g- and (éd{rfyn,

BRASS CATCHER*

“It's the handliest on the market"

$14.95

The BRASS CATCHER®* fits on your hand, not on
your handgun. No more clumsy distractions. Specifically
designed for Browning, Colt, Mac 10, Uzi and other popular
semi-autos. The BRASS CATCHER" adjusts for either top

or right side ejections. Recommended for right hand shooters.

Send check or money order to:

GAGE MANUFACTURING

663 West 7th St. San Pedro, CA 90731 No C.O.D. *Patent pending.

reward you by lasting longer.
REVOLVER STRENGTH

Continued from page 53

The three Smith .357’s will all handle
modern ammunition; the Model 27 and
Model 586 have simply been engineered to
do it easier and longer. The Model 19 still
packs the best and is still my choice for cast
bullet loads. Its smaller cylinder and much
lighter weight can become very important
at the end of a long day.

eanwhile back at the ranch, other

developments were taking place.
Which leads us to a look at the history of
the .44 Magnum.

In 1907, Smith & Wesson brought its |

first large N-frame revolver, The New
Century, or Triple- Lock, so named
because it locked the cylinder fore, aft, and
also at the end of the ejector rod. The new

sixgun was chambered for the then equally |
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Your Reloading Headquarters

Shotshell
Reloading
Tools
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ast Equipment

Remington.

Rifle-Pistol Brass
Bulk Packed Bullets

Momady
5 Fifle-Pistal Buliets |
n
Bullets

and
Reloading Tools

Reloading Tools
IRELOADING
BEDD ING EQUIPMENT
Reloading Tools

Midway Arms, Inc. Free Catalog
5875-H W. Van Horn Tavern Rd.

We carry these quality reloading product lines.
314-445-2400||[ P,

Call or write for our Free catalog--314-445-2400
Bullets

Columbia, MO 65203
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THERE 15 NO OTHER CHOICE

$199.90

(Gun Mot Included)

Here's what you get: QUADRA-LOK Il Stainless
Match Bull Barrel with hand-polished wrap-
around feed ramp (no bushing req'd.); Ad-

QUADRA-COMP II”

The only drop-in Darrel/Compensator system
on the market today that offers accuracy
equivalent to a fitted barrel and greatly reduc-
ed muzzle flip! How can we make this claim?
Unlike other drop-in systems, the QUADRA-
LOK Il is user-adjustable for o guaranteed
tight lock-up between barrel, slide and frame.
Add to this our Dual Volume Gas Jet Compen-
sator and you have a winning combination.
Truly Drop-in—NO metalwork—MNO alterations
to the pistol—NO special skills required for in-
stallation! An exceptional value!

justable QL-Il Stainless Slide Stop (pat. pend.);
Compensator in Blued or Stoinless Steel; Cap-
tive Variable-rate Duffered Recoil System
(Wolff Spring) with spare parts kit. Extended
Slide Stop available for $4.95 extra. Only
$199.90 complete (+53.50 56H ond $2.25
COD). Prepay, COD, MASTERCARD & VISA
welcome. Dealer pricing ovailable. Send
$1.00 for Brochure, operating principles, and
comparison study of Drop-in Systems.
(Gunsmiths—Custorn Models Avail.)

CENTAUR SYSTEMS, INC.
Suite 114/ 15127 NE 24th
Redmond, WA 98052-5530

(206) 392-8472

BUEHLER PISTOL MOUNT

e

NO DRILLING OR TAPPING

Introducing a different BUEHLER MOUNT-M83. In-
stalls without drilling or tapping. For calibers up
through .357 Mag. Available in silver or black finish.

M83 Mounts available for Smith & Wesson, Dan
Wesson, Colt and Ruger.

Send for Free Brochure 44H or call

DEALER INQUIRIES

INVITED

415-254-3201

MAYNARD P. BUEHLER, Inc.-ORINDA, CA 9sses

Match Proven - best Pin Bullet.
No Ricochet on pins.

Countless Pin Match wins across
the country.

Instant and complete energy
transfer.

Superior dangerous-game bullet.

KASWER Custom, Inc.

Patent Pending

THE BULLET

® Excellent carry/defense load.
® Available loaded in 20s & 50s or
loose in 100s for custom loading.
@ All popular handgun calibers from
.380 to .45 Win Mag.
@ T-shirts available with cartoon
as above, both sides.
@® Buy direct or ask your dealer to
stock them for you.

New customers must be 21 or over and submit signed age statement
with first order.
Dealers inquire in writing with signed copy of FFL.

13 Surrey Dr, Brookfield, CT 06804
(203) 775-0564
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new cartridge, the .44 Special which pro-
pelled a 246 grain soft lead bullet at a
whopping 750 fps.

During the 1920’s, knowledgeable
reloaders developed the potential of the .44
Special to the fullest, obtaining a full 1200
fps using 250 grain hard cast bullets and
various .44 Special sixguns such as the
Triple-Lock and the Colt Single Action.
For 30 years, both in his books and maga-
zine articles, Elmer Keith called for a .44
Special Magnum that would be the equiv-
alent of his load of a 250 grain bullet at
1200 fps.

In the mid ’50s, Remington developed
the .44 Magnum cartridge and Smith &
Wesson promised a revolver that would
handle the new load which featured a case
that was one-eighth of an inch longer than
the old .44 Special. Remington engineers
were particularly concerned that the .44
Remington Magnum would not be capable
of chambering in any existing .44 Specials
since its 240 grain bullet with a muzzle
velocity of 1400 fps was in the 40,000 psi
pressure range.

With this background, it is interesting to
note that the first four .44 Magnums were
simply specially heat-treated .44 Special
Model 1950 Target Smith & Wessons. The
guns held together through the test but at
39! ounces were extremely light for the
heavy .44 load and so Smith & Wesson
added weight by extending the cylinder to
the end of the frame and providing a bull
barrel. This brought the weight up to 48
ounces with a 6'2" barrel but the gun was
still basically the Model of 1907 without
the third locking feature at the front of the
cylinder which gave the Triple-Lock its
nickname.

Ruger caught wind of the new develop-
ment when a discarded .44 Magnum brass
case was found on a scrap heap. With
nothing but this to work with, Bill Ruger
went to the drawing board to come up with
his .44 Magnum. Three .357 Blackhawks
were rechambered to .44 Magnum and
when one blew with a proof load, the .357
frame and cylinder were enlarged and the
.44 Ruger Blackhawk became reality, and
in some parts of the country actually hit the
shelves before the Smith & Wesson .44
Magnum.

Elmer Keith, writing in the 1958 Gun
Digest, with “The .44 Magnum . . . One
Year Later” reported that he had fired the
big .44 Smith & Wesson at least 600 times
during the year using both handloads and
factory ammunition. By today’s standards,
this is not much of a test. Silhouetter’s often
shoot this many rounds in a week, and I
have often run through 600 rounds and
even more in a single day of testing guns
and ammunition.

Troubles with the .44 Magnum
revolvers surfaced when silhouetters
started pounding thousands of rounds
through them in short periods of time.
Forty-four silhouetters began to choose
Dan Wesson and New Model Ruger .44s
for the simple reason that they will take

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER « JULY/AUGUST 1989



more punishment, in the form of both more
loads and heavier loads, before they shoot
loose.

My favorite .44 Magnums are the first
.44’s, namely the Ruger Flat-Tops and the
Smiths & Wessons. Weighing in at three
pounds instead of four, they pack easily.

I especially like Smiths. They have the
best trigger pulls, both double and single
action, of any factory revolver. They are
also without a doubt the best looking dou-
ble action revolver to ever exit a factory.
The lines of a Smith & Wesson .44 Mag-
num sixgun can only be described as
classic.

The only revolver I have that is engraved
is a four-inch Model 29. And I've owned
more Smith & Wesson Model 29’ in the
past 30 years than Ruger Super Black-
hawks, Redhawks and Dan Wesson Model
44’s combined.

The Smith .44 performs perfectly for
me. But, I rarely push them. Probably 95%
of the loads through my Smith’s are 20.0 to
21.0 grains of #2400 and a 250 grain cast
Keith bullet. These loads gives muzzle
velocities of 1200-1350 fps and combine
accuracy, power and long gun life. They
are, in reality, not much more than heavy
.44 Special loads. That is exactly what 1
use the Smith & Wesson Model 29 as—a
heavy .44 Special. The same holds true for
my Ruger .44 Flat-Tops. |

One Smith & Wesson .44 Magnum that I
bought in 1961 is still like new after thou-
sands of rounds simply because it has never
had a load through it any heavier than a 250
grain cast bullet at 1300 fps. We understand
each other. I don't abuse it and it continues
to perform perfectly for me.

With my Ruger Redhawks, just the
opposite is true. Probably 95 % of the loads
through my Redhawks are bullets of 300
grains pushed at 1400 to 1500 fps. The
reason is simple.

Smith & Wessons are like thor-
oughbreds, Rugers are like Clydesdales.
Both horses are beautiful, both are win-
ners, but they serve different purposes.

The Smith & Wesson is a “gentlemen’s”
sixgun; the Ruger is a sixgun that will take
heavy loads, rough service and still come
up shooting,

Why the difference? What makes a
revolver strong? Why will Redhawks and
Dan Wesson Model 44’s handle 300 grain
bullets at 1400 to 1500 fps and still come up
shooting?

Every revolver that is chambered for a
cartridge that develops heavy recoil
must face the problem of “shooting loose.”
Shooting loose is a term that describes the
loosening of the parts that mate together.
When new, the cyclinder locks up tight.
After an extended period of time of firing
heavy loads, the cylinder starts to develop
both end-play and side-to-side play. '
On a double-action revolver, quite often |
the crane will also loosen and a distinct |
space can be seen at the point in front of the |

for Ruger, Coll .45, etc.
Send $2.00 for catalog to:

VOLQUARTSEN

CUSTOM
LTD.

Specializing in accurized .22 Rugers and
High Standards. Full comp pin guns, PPC,
hunting and silhouetle conversions as well
as target rifles available. Hard nickel, teflon
and moly disulfide and industrial gold finishes
are in house available, Custom grips available

VOLOUAHTSEN Route 1, P.0. Box 271
CUSTOM LTD Carroll, lowa 51401

King's Quality Stainless Match Grade Barrals.
Top Aircraft Guality — Broched Rifled and Honed to
Micro Finish. Requires Minor Fitting of Lockup Areas,
701 57 6" or 77 Barrel 45 Caliber

$123.00

708 5° 6” or 7" Barrel 38 Caliber
$135.00

an
King's NM TI0 5% 6" or 7" Barrel
Barrel Link and Pin Set 9mm Caliber
Comes in Four Sizes to $135.00
Insure Precise Fit of Barrel
e ane e
n ng Sires
R >\ CUSTOM PARTS
— 281, #2 - 284, =
#3— 287 ¥4 — 790 % Gunsmithing at its finest!
$24.50 SEND FOR OUR NEW CATALOG — $2.50.

Tax Shipping & Handling Charge

5250 wmv&mm CO0 crders, cash onky,
mmm»«s}nmacm it Mooy Order will speed up your order Personal

..@'r

712-792-4238
KING'S

CUSTOM MAGAZINES
All Magazines Full 7 Round Capacity for Standard
Bullets and Wadcutters. King's Magazine Base Pad(s}
Furnished with Each Welded Base Magazine.

601 Welded Base with Flat Follower,

B01-BA5 Blue Steel 45 Caliber $165
601-B38 Blue Steel 38 Caliber. $16.00
601-B9 Biue Steel Smm. $17.00

B01-545 Stainless Steel 45 Caliber. $2065
601-538 Stainless Steel 38 Caliber. $2180
60159 Stainiess Steel Smm. $2235
802 Welded Base with Round Follower,
602-545 Stainless Steel 45 Caliber 52190
602-BA45 Blue Steel 45 Caliber. $15.90
603-B45 Removable Base with Round

Follower. Blue Steel 45 Caliber. $16.45
803-545 Removable Base with Rou

nd
Follower. Stainless Steel 45 Caliber. $2295 \

Distributor of Colt Parts

2 2 9

q\}h@?f CUSTOM HANDGUN AOCESSORIES
Since 1949 “You only have to buy a quality part once.”

RINGS CQUN WOREKS, INC.

KING'S GUN WORKS, INC. + 1837 W. GLENOAKS BLVD., GLENDALE, CA 91201 » PHONE: (B18) 956-5070  rrces Susiect To Change winout Notice

VisA
LUl

LaRocca Gun
R

For the highest reliability, quality
& craftsmanship. Let us work with
you to design and customize

your gun.
ALL WORK GUARANTEED
51 Union Place
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 754-2887

Works 1nc.

Basu: Street
to Full House
Competition

_4dvantage Grip System

GET A GRIP ON YOUR 45’
AND REDUCE RECOIL

* Guaranteed 17% recoil

reduction

grips

prove the recoil reduction. «

GRIP SYSTEM

* Faster shot to shot recovery
* Thick tapered hand-filling

New improved Advantage Grip System with enlarged magazine loading chute.
Complete with checkered walnut stocks and stee! bushing grip inserts installed.
Fits Colt Gov't. Model 1911 A1 and all currently manufactured copies.

* $52.50 - Add $3.00 postage and handiing. « CA residents add 6 %% sales lax.
+ Dealer inquires invited. * Write for brochure and mathematical calculations that

Jack Breskovtch Ady nmge

PO. BOX 828, WHITTIER, CA 90608 (213) 695-4134

* Built in magazine loadi
chute = 44
* Milled for ambidexterous

safety
* Simple screw on installation

* Call for C.0.D. orders.
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Trademark of Plater's Supply

THE DURACHROME™ -
DIFFERENCE N

This is the difference a Durachrome finish
can make. Just think what it will do for that
custom gun you are having built. We do not
simply put hardchrome on guns — they are
custom hardchromed to your specs. If
you are looking for the ultimate finish for the
ultimate rifle, pistol or shotgun, ask for it by name — DURACHROME

SURPASSES STAINLESS STEEL FOR BRIGHTNESS ~—RUST RESISTANCE SECOND TO NONE
Will not gall, chip or | —
s et B THE SHOOTER SHOP

hardness rated at72 Rockwell Scale
DURACHROME smoothness reduces PATRICK J. CONNORS
514 N. Main ¢ Butte, MT 59701

wear on moving parts
Member of the American Hangunner B w15 i s
r and Law
avaiable - Send $2.0 for coorbrocture. (406) 723-3842

Top 100 Pistolsmith List
Exclusive plater for Cannon guns

7

The Affordable Alternative
No G ithing Required
$99.95 without sight
(Model WIC-1)*

The Wichita Insta-Comp has been
designed for the competitive and

non-competitive shooter.

Wichita Insta-Comp

The gas chamber inside the Wichita Insta-Comp is designed to capture

the gas and exhaust it through the two vertical ports. With this arrangement,
combined with the additional weight, the muzzle jump is reduced significantly,
EASY INSTALLATION No Special Tools. No Fitting. Nothing else to buy.
Remove your barrel bushing and recoil spring plug. Replace with the Wichita
Insta-Comp and our recoil spring plug. You are now ready to shoot your comped gun.
Model WIC-2 has a front sight (target or combat, your choice). . . ... $119.95
Model WIC-1 or WIC-2 and our slide conversion®® .............. $272.90

({Bury rear Wichita Sight, permanently mounted. Front sight on slide or comp. Mill flat on top
of slide. and lower port for easier ejection)

*Frrearm. shide or rear sight not included Wichita A s, Inc. O
444 Ellis, P.O. Box 11371, Wichita, Kansas 67211
(316) 265-0661

" "We need your shide sent to us for this work
Dealer prices available
Send signed FFL & Tax #

If you want an ugly
adapter that will
blow your ears off

__ ..DON'T

Y, CALL ME!

Says LARRY KELLY of

AVOID IMITATORS....

INSIST ON THE ORIGINAL,
PATENTED, RECOIL REDUCING
FIREARM PORTING PROCESS

INTERNATIONAL

41302 Executive Drive
Mt. Clemens, MI 48045

Call us at
(313) 469-6727
FAX NO # (313) 469-0425

PISTOLSMITH

I have 40 years experience repairing and building all types of sporting
firearms. Complete facilities for the type of work that is required.
Combat = Pin shooting « Target » Silhouette
COLT FACTORY WARRANTEE SERVICE CENTER
HIGH STANDARD SPECIALIST — ALL MODELS
SMITH & WESSON REVOLVER IMPROVEMENTS
A one man shop that cares, and a shooter who knows what the serious
shooter wants. Satisfaction Assured. Price List $1.00.
CAMPBELL H. IRWIN GUNSMITH
Hartland Blvd., East Hartland, Conn.
Tel. (203) 653-3901 Zip 06027

Tue.=5at, Sam-5pm (E.T.)
Sun & Mon. closed
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frame that was originally fitted very
tightly.

It is inevitable; it is going to happen. As
the revolver is fired with heavy loads,
metal parts pound against each other and
wear takes place. For some revolvers, it
may only take a few hundred rounds, for
others several thousand. But it will happen.
The larger and stronger the parts are to
begin with, the longer the inevitable can be
avoided.

The real potential of the .44 Magnum
cartridge has just been realized in the last
10 years, or less. Loads with 300 grain
bullets at 1400 fps are becoming the norm
for those who choose to hunt big game with
a .44 Magnum. These 300 grain/1400 fps
loads will not blow a Smith by any means;
they are within industry pressure standards
for the .44 Magnum.

We are not talking about a gun blowing
apart but shooting loose. The Smith &
Wesson is safe with high performance
loads. But at 25% less weight and smaller
parts then a Redhawk or Dan Wesson, it is
pounded harder in recoil than the heavier
A4,

With new 300 grain bullets designed to
be seated out to full length in Redhawk
cylinders, 1500 fps is possible, and safely
so, in 72" barreled Redhawks. Attempt-
ing such velocities in the Smith & Wesson
.44 Magnum would be foolish to say the
least.

The whys are easy to answer. | measured
a number of .44 Magnum revolvers for a
comparison with the following results.
(The original .357 Blackhawk is included
since Ruger first chambered .357's for the
.44 Magnum);

FIREARM CYLINDER TOP STRAP
Diameter Thickness Width

S&W 1950 1.700" 2257 656"
.44 Spl.

Ruger .357 1.670" 248" 714"
Blkhwk*

S&W .44 1.7137 225" 657"
Magnum

Ruger .44 1.725" 226" 715"
Blkhwk

Ruger Super 1.725" RIS 3
Blkhwk

USA Abilene 1:725% 317" 678"
44

Ruger Bisley 1.730" b

Freedom Arms ~ 1.750"** 240" 779"
SA

Dan Wesson 1.765" 341" 670"
Model 44

Ruger 1.778" .260" gJ12
Redhawk

Ruger Super 1.780" STEE | 710%
Rdhwk

*Qriginal .357 Blackhawk was built on a
medium frame. Modern .357 Blackhawks
are on a large frame.

**Five shot cylinder.

The heart of a revolver is the cylinder.
Wall thickness and location of the bolt slot
are very important. Both Ruger and Dan
Wesson have bolt shots that are offset
instead of under the chamber as all double
action sixguns before the 1980%. Look at
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the bolt on a Dan Wesson and you will find
that it is huge.

Both the cylinder and the frame of a .44
Magnum flex when a load is fired; if they
did not the gun would shatter. The more
flexing, however, the quicker the gun
shoots loose. Dan Wesson .44 Magnums
and Ruger .44 Magnums, both single and
double action, have massive top straps.
This reduces the flexing of the frame when
heavy loads are fired.

Smith & Wesson was moving in the right
direction in 1907 when the cylinder of their
New Century was locked at the front as
well as at the rear. Because of the expense
of machining, the triple-locking idea was
dropped and the Smith & Wesson’s now
have their cylinders locked at the rear and
at the front of the ejector rod. This gives a
flexing distance between locks of four
inches.

How about a
large framed Python
in .44 Magnum?

The engineers from Ruger and Dan
Wesson understood how critical this was
when it came to building a really strong
revolver. Thus both the Redhawk and the
Dan Wesson, and now the Super Redhawk,
lock their cylinders at the rear and at the
front of the cylinders. This changes the
flexing distance from four inches to
approximately two and one-half inches.

This is probably the most important
engineering feature for providing a
revolver that will take a lot of punishment
before it shoots loose. Of course, all single
action .44 Magnums also enjoy this
strength factor.

Ruger and Dan Wesson enjoy a great |

advantage. They built their double actions

a quarter century after the advent of the .44 f

;Magnum cartridge. They built guns
around the cartridge.
Smith & Wesson adapted a gun they

already had. A gun that first saw the light of I

day in 1899.

By using larger frames and cylinders,
both Ruger and Dan Wesson could also use
larger interior parts—larger hands, pawls,
bolts and cylinder latches.

Some Model 29/629 owners have com-
plained that their guns unlatch upon firing.
That is, the recoil unlocks the bolt and
allows the cylinder to rotate backwards. To
satisfy myself, I put some heavy loads with
both 250 and 300 grain bullets througha 4"

Model 29, a 6" Model 629, and a Model 29

and Model 629 both with 835" barrels.
No problems whatsoever with the cylin-
der unlocking. But it does happen to some

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER - JULY/AUGUST 1989

1

rl‘)llOWNERS it,S affordable.

While other companies call their compensators affordable, only BETTER ACCURACY
TECHNOLOGIES makes it really affordable. B.A.T. designed their ULTRA-COMP* with affordability
in mind. The ULTRA-COMP* is priced 30% less than its nearest competitor while providing a well-
made quality product, made in the U.S.A. Muzzle control is achieved by the built-in gas chamber
and the added weight of the compensator.

- Machined from
: 4140 steel

The Ultra-Comp measures 1 7/16"
and weighs 3 ounces. The Ultra-
Comp does not require a custom
made holster and it's very easy to
install. Only minor fitting is required.
It replaces the barrel bushing
presently in your firearm. Allows for
the use of the popular full length
recoil spring guides.
SHOOTER'S DEPOT

P.O. Box 3238 » Hialeah, Fl 33013

ONLY
$6995
CALL TOLL FREE
1-800-553-0844

FREE SHIPPING IN U.S.A.,

N
FEATURING A PAR
300 Million amonguf‘ pars

{ over 300 ed drawings
nventory © ith explodec
i logwith i honYﬁ"cw

ACCEPT NO SUBSTITUTES

From the hand deburring tool to the 3,000
round per hour Manmatic reloading machine,
most C-H equipment is from designs we
originated and much is exclusively C-H.

C-H is widely copied but copies are never
quite as good as the original. With C-H
equipment so easy to obtain, there is no reason
to accept substitutes. Compare before you O
buy. INSIST ON C-H!

If your dealer does not stock C-H, send $2 for a catalog. We'll give you $3 back
on first direct order over $25. Phone 715/229-2146. use MasterCard or Visa.

C-H TOOL AND DIE CORPORATION
Dep’t. AHG - Owen, Wisconsin 54460

C-H has otfered
Top Quality to
Reloaders for
41 years!

{ON” Wilsem

pDITIO .
REE SLIMITED E g Today! It's

LIMITED ~.
EDITION
Wilson

For Our Caalo Ac-
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THE EOUALIZER--- HI-SPEED STEEL

'2 MM

Please send $3. ($6 outside U.5.A. ) for o ml:liﬂ:(- catalog featuring custom
pistolsmithing and parts for revolvérs and autos.

CYLINDER & SLIDE SHOP, INC.
p

The Best Guns Need the Best Parts

Specify Ed Brown Custom Parts on Your Next Gun...

See Your Pistolsmith or Parts Distributor — If Not Available, Order Direct From...

Commander Style
L = Match Grade ‘ -
: SIottedsHammeir( - :
Ground Sear HOOKS Removabl
PATENT PENDING y $32958IUE8  peomveent
o $35.95S5.  for Compensator
Hi-sweep Beavertall Installation. §10.95
Grip safety 1 ‘
Countersunk for | Heavy Duty
commander Hammer | " - Guide Rod Head
$29.95Blue & Shock-Resisting
§31.955.5. Tool Steel. 514.20 MAXI-WELL

The Largest Mag-well

Opening. PartOnly -
529.95Blue &531.955.5.

Ed Brown Products
Route 2, Box 2922 ¢ Perry, MO 63462 @ E

Member American
Pistolsmiths Guild
SEND 51.00 FOR CATALOG

Phone (314) 565-3261
Metaloy Industries, Inc.

THE METALOY
HARD CHROME FINISH
—Phenomenal molecular bond, will
not chip or peel
—Extremely hard satin finish
(R/IC 70)
—Super lubricity
—Excellent protection against rust
—All internal and external parts
processed

METALOY INDUSTRIES, INC.
Route 5, Box 595-H

Berryville, Ark. 72616
Ph. 501-423-4225

DELIVERY 2 TO 6 WEEKS
Dealer & Law Enforcement Inquire

OGLESBY & OGLESBY
GUNMAKERS, INC.

Gun Shown -
Witch Doctor Prototype

Featuring (IRS) Internal Recoil Suppression And
The Self Adjusting Port The Witch Doctor Is “‘Bad Medicine
In The Hands Of The Right Man’’ —For Inquiries On
Availability And Specifications, Call Or Write:

Oglesby & Oglesby Gunmakers, Inc.
R.R. #5, Springfield, IL 62707 (217) 487-7100
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sixgunner’s .44 Magnum Smith &
Wessons. The answer would seem to be a
larger bolt and a stronger bolt spring.

My hope is that Smith & Wesson will
please keep the Model 29 as it is with the
possible exception of a stronger locking
bolt system. It is the perfect light duty .44.
If I had to clean out an alley, I could think of
no better revolver than a Smith 4 x .44
loaded with 250 grain bullets at 900-1000
fps. I had Mag-Na-Port build a custom
Model 29 4 x .44 with rounded butt, stan-
dard hammer and smooth trigger, C-more
sights, plus, of course, Mag-Na-Porting. It
is my top choice for a defensive sixgun. It
packs easily.

Rugers and Dan Wessons, with their
larger cylinders and frames, and heavier
weight are much more noticeable after a
long day.

For hunting, a Smith & Wesson .44 and
the same 250 grain bullet at 1200-1300 fps
is more than adequate for any deer or black
bear. But, how about a companion “Super
Model 297" That is, a larger-framed,
larger-cylindered, larger-working-
mechanism revolver that is still a Smith &
Wesson and will gobble up today’s heavy
300 grain bullet .44 loads and ask for
more?

And not just Smith & Wesson. How
about a large framed Python in .44
Magum?

This would give sixgunners the choice
of not just double action heavy duty .44's
from Ruger and Dan Wesson, but Smith &
Wesson and Colt as well.

The first big bore sixgun cartridges
operated at pressure ranges of
10,000-15,000 CUPS. The Magnum trio—
.357, .44, and .41 —operate in the 35,000
CUPS area.

The latest magnum, the .454 Casull
operates well above pressures that are too
much for any .44 Magnum. Both factory
loads and handloads for the .454 Casull go
to 60,000 CUPS and beyond.

To handle such pressures, it takes a
strong revolver. Dick Casull started with
Colt Single Actions, blowing numerous top
straps and cylinders. For greater strength,
a five shot cylinder was adapted to the Colt
Single Action frame, and when this proved
to not have an adequate safety margin for
the loads that were desired, a totally new
frame was designed.

The Freedom Arms .454 Casull obtains
its strength from using the strongest steels
available, fitting them together with exact-
ing tolerances, and above all a five shot
cylinder instead of the traditional sixgun
set-up.

Cylinders are fitted very tightly with
little or no end- or side-play. Chambers are
so tight that all reloads must be checked for
fit and most cast bullets must be sized
451" or less. Barrel/cylinder gaps are
and because of the five
shot cylinder, the Casull is not big and
clumsy, but manages to pack all this
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strength into a 50 ounce package when I

equipped with a seven and one-half inch
barrel.

Freedom Arms had an advantage when
they began building the Casull. They did
not build it to a certain cost, but built it to
safely handle 260 grain bullets at 2000 fps
and 300 grain bullets at 1800 fps. The cost
was secondary, and that is why a .454 costs
50% to 100% more than other makers .44
magnum revolvers.

Due to demand, Freedom Arms now
chambers its Single Action revolver in .44
Magnum and it is built exactly like the .454
which probably makes it the strongest .44
Magnum available.

Sixgunners of the 1980s are fortunate in
having the strongest possible sixguns, and
fiveguns, available. Every sixgun cannot
be treated equally, however. When each
sixgun is fed tailor-made loads that do not
put excessive strain on the cylinder, frame,
or working parts, the result will be long
gun life and avoidance of the “shooting
loose™ problem.

Instead of picking a revolver and then
seeing what use we can put it to, it might
work better if we decide what function we

want our revolver to perform ﬁ
and then buy accordingly.

WILDCATS

Continued from page 66

being chambered in two standard factory
production revolvers, the Dan Wesson
and the Seville, is probably turned out in
the greatest quantities. The .475 and .500
Linebaughs are all custom made, one at a
time, so are available, at least for now, on
a very limited basis. They should remain
fairly popular as American shooters are
fascinated with big bore revolvers.

hile revolvers can be wildcatted
with the fitting of new barrels and
cylinders, most semi-automatics simply
do not have the strength nor the inherent
wildcatting capabilities of revolvers. The
only standard semi-automatics that have
normally been used for wildcatting are the
Browning designs, Models 1911 and the
P-35 High Power. Wildcats that have been
built on these are the .38-45, 9mm
SuperCooper and the .41 Avenger.
.38-45: This cartridge. as its name im-
plies, is made by necking .45 ACP brass
to .38 caliber. Designed by Bo Clerke, the
.38-45 was created as light recoiling target
round that allowed the use of cheap .45

ACP brass. The bottleneck feature, while |

difficult to use in a revolver, is of no con-
sequence in the chamber of a semi-auto.
Those who view the .38-45 as a car-
tridge to be hotrodded run into pressure
problems and soon discover that the .38-
45 cannot be loaded above .38 Super bal-
listics. A few TC barrels were chambered

Custom competition pistols and military rifles

.45 and .38 Super Match Pistols and Compensator

Systems Using SPRINGFIELD ARMORY Pistols
Guaranteed delivery within 6 months

S #@ B HUNTERS SUPPLY, INC.

55 Main Street Vinyard Haven, MA 02568
508-693-7961 ® VISA and MASTERCARD Accepted

STANDING

Solid steel silhouettes
give you that “Steel
Feel” without giving
you the additional
legwork and problems
of resetting after every shot.
Our practical silhouette target falls when hit—
rises in readiness for your next shot. No springs or
strings. Our target receiver base raises the target
within 20 seconds. All targets interchange on one
receiver base. Send self- -
addressed stamped S
envelope for free brochure. @

v 'y A

Target Receiver Base  RB-100 21" x 12" x7" $149 95
Chicken Silhouette  B-101  FullSize 58" Plte  15.25]
Wild Pig Silhouette  B-102 15" =9%" 58" Plate  15.95
Turkey Silhouette B-103  12"x 15" 58" Plate 1595
Ram Silhouette B-104 20"x15%"  1/2"Plate 20.95

SHIPPING AND HANDLING CHARGES NOT INCLUDED

Call or write for shipping charges o your area: Include your name,
address, part number(s) and description(s). When ordering, enclose a
cashiers check or money order for immediate processing. Allow an addi-
tional 18 days for personal or company checks.

California residents add 6% sales tax (6'2% Los Angeles County)

12 volt OC supplied by 8 “D" batteries {not included)

TARGET AUTOMATION

10620 Dolores Ave., South Gate, CA 90280 » (213) 567-1231

WITHOUT A GARAGE FOR A HEAVY
BENCH. TAKE INTO THE HOUSE WHEN
GARAGE IS TOO HOT OR COLD. TAKE
TO THE RANGE TO DEVELOP PET
LOADS WITH YOUR FAVORITE PRESS
DOES NOT BOLT TO FLOOR. DUE TO

TABL

* Rubber floor mounts prevent scraich-
ing floors

+ Pre-drilled for major presses

= Only weighs 28 pounds

portability

THE F‘HESS CONSEQUENT
E MOVEMENT. PUSH & PULL
WOFM% AGAINST YOUR BODY. TABLE
WILL NOT LIFT OFF THE FLOOR

ALL WELDED TUBULAR STEEL FRAME

* Ball bearing swivel seat
* Breaks down to 30" x 19" for

PORTABLE RELOADING BENCH

PENDED ON THE SAME FRAME WITH e

LY, NO

PORTABLE RELOADING UNIT

Visa and Mastercard welcome
Califormia residents add 6% sales tax
‘We ship F.O.B. Marysville, Califorma

2PLASTIC BOXES FOR EMPTY (,ﬁ.\SES BULLETS & LOADED ROUND N{. L

$77.00

L.R. CLIFT MFG. PO. BOX 2334 MARYSVILLE, CA 95901

Nationwide: 1-

0) 428-7825 ext. 14 California 1-(800) 42

24 ext. 14

45ACP. 9mm, 10mm, 38 Super
Blue Chrome Moly or Stainless Steel

Tri-Comp-

§ NOGUNSMITHING
No alterations to your gun
Replaces the stock barrel bushing
Minot fitting to Comp only
Simple lithing instructions included

QUALITY CONSTRUCTION
Hand machined in chrome moly or air
craft quality stainless steel

Hand finished with high polish sides or
all sandblast matie finish

Built to National Match specs for
improved accuracy

Heat treated lor maximum durability

A brochure with test results on Tri-Comp as
well as other PBI products and services is
avallable on reguest

To order send $119.95 each, cerf. check
money order, MasterCard and Visa include

Free. tast lactory litling available number and expiration date, COD {$3.00
only $119.95ppd, SiFERETOENT | IR
Guaranteed Dealer Inguities Invited
GOVERNMENT MODEL  bramarcaly ieduces fo recor
OR COMMANDER btk

PROGRESSIVE BALLISTICS, INC.
PO Box 2526 Dept AH

Shawnee Mission KS 66201

Bi16221.9117
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Ed Brown Custom Pistols

Available in
45ACP, 10 mm, 38 Super & 9 mm

HI-SWEEP BEAVERTAIL GRIP SAFETYS .
MAXI-WELL * MAXI-COMP « MINI-COMP {a

ED BROWN PRODUCTS

@ @ Route 2, BOX 2922 » Perry, MO 63462

= Phone (314) 565-3261

MEMBER AMERICAN PISTOLSMITHS GUILD
Send $1.00 For Catalog

The Chapman Academy of Practical Shooting offers
the latest and best training in tactics and techniques
for defensive, practical shooting.

Training courses are available for handgun, shotgun
and special weapons. Beginners, law enforcement
personnel, military personnel and world-class
competitive shooters have attended and benefited
from Ray Chapman's expertise and personalized
instruction.

For information about the best training available write:

Chapman Academy
Hallsville, MO 65255
(314) 696-5544 i

EAGLE GRIPS

ART JEWEL ENTERPRISES, LTD.

EXOTIC ROSEWOOD GRIPS NOW AVAILABLE
FOR WALTHER PPK AMERICAN AND GERMAN MODELS
Grips also available for all Colt, SEW, Ruger

RETAIL
We offer the largest selection of ivory, 95
mother-of-pearl, horn stag, rosewood and $ 5 9
ebony grips for most produciion hand-
guns. PPK ONLY
+* Custom kqife handles, presentalion cases and pius $3.50
matching accessories also available. shpg & hdlg

ORDERS ONLY CALL 1-800-323-6144

SEND $1 FOR COMPLETE COLOR CATALOG
DEPT. AH-7, EAGLE BUSINESS CENTER
\ 460 RANDY ROAD, CAROL STREAM, IL 60188

--——-----—-—----—---—1

HANDGUNNERS VIDEO COLLECTION

4 videos for the Shooting Enthusiast.

[] BASIC GUIDE TO HANDGUNS- Jeff Cooper, handgun expert covers safe handling, grip,
stance, target shooting, rapid fire & gun care. (59 min.) $24.95

[ DEADLY WEAPONS - Shows effects pf pistols, shotguns, machine guns against different

targets. (105 min.) $49.95 L
[ PISTOL MASTERS - Ten of the fastest combat shooters in the world demonstrate methods,

practice routines & the pistols they use. (60 min.) $49.95
[J TIPS FROM SHOOTERS - Five top shooters discuss types of guns used, concentration,
shell performance, ect. (60 min.) $79.95

1
|
]

Please send me the videos | have selected above. (Add $2.00 shipping & handiing,
CA residents add 7% sales tax.)
Check/MO Enclosed $

Exp. Date Name
Address City State  Zip

Mail payment with order to:
Handgunner Videos
591 Camino de la Reina, #200
San Diego, CA 92108

Bill my VISA/MC No
Initials

r—-_-———_-—_
L-—--—---
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in .38-45 and the picture changes com-
pletely when the .38-45 is fired in a single
shot with velocities of 1700 fps possible
with a 140 grain .357 jacketed bullet.

The .38-45 actually becomes a viable
long range silhouette cartridge when
chambered in a 10-inch custom semi-auto
as produced by M/S Safari Arms in the
early '80s. In such a pistol, the .38-45
equals but does not surpass the .357 Mag-
num. The advantages are low recoil, tar-
get pistol accuracy. and being able to
avoid the task of cocking the hammer be-
fore each round is fired. The latter allows
the shooter to maintain a constant grip for
each shot, which could be worth a couple
of targets each match.

9MM SUPER COOPER: In the con-
tinuing search for more power from the
Government Model Colt, noted pistolero
Jeff Cooper designed this 9mm Super
Cooper in the early "70s to give .357 Mag-
num velocities in a Colt Commander.
Brass is made from .223 rifle cases cut to
.38 Super length.

Those who try to push .38 Super brass
in semi-autos experience case failure
quickly. The 9mm SC uses heavier .223
brass and special barrels that support the

| cartridge case in the head area, and that

also headspace on the mouth rather than
on the rim as in the case of the .38 Super.
This allows 125 grain jacketed bullets to
be pushed to 1750 fps, and 90’s to 2000
fps. This is a significant increase over both

| the standard 9mm and the .38 Super and

equal to a long barreled .357 revolver.

.41 AVENGER: Created by well-known
handgun hunter and handgun experimenter
J1.D. Jones, the .41 Avenger is a true .41
caliber on a necked down .45 ACP. The
only change necessary to a standard .45
ACP is to remove the barrel and replace it
with a SSK .41 Avenger barrel.

Because of the velocities that are pos-
sible with this cartridge, Jones recom-
mends .451 Detonics Magnum cases,
trimmed .45 Winchester Magnum or .308
Winchester brass be used for making the
.41 Avenger. Velocities possible are 1200-
1300 fps with the 170 grain jacketed .41
Magnum Sierra bullet and 1100-1200 with
210 grain jacketed .41 bullets. The .41
Avenger is right in the promised land of
the 10mm.

Accuracy of the .41 Avenger has proven
to be quite good with 25 yard groups hov-
ering in the one to two inch range. While
somewhat behind the .41 Magnum in
muzzle energy, it has proven itself to be a
viable defensive round and adequate for
deer sized game at reasonable ranges.

All of the four wildcats on the Brown-
ing semi-autos are going exactly the same
place. Nowhere! The shooting public
seems to have very little, spelled N-O, in-
terest in any of them. That is unfortunate
as they are all good special purpose car-
tridges.

hen Warren Center created the
Thompson/Center Contender in
the 1960’s, he. nor anyone else for that
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matter, could foresee the tremendous im-

pact that a single shot pistol would have |

on the world of handgunning. Consider
the fact that the original Contenders were
chambered in .38 Special and .22 rimfire,
and they have since been custom cham-
bered in cartridges as large as the .50-70
rifle cartridge.

The TC Contender has been wildcatted
as no other handgun in history.

Steve Herrett, early in 1972, entered
the world of wildcats with his .30 Herrett
based on cut-down .30-30 brass. Later,
Herrett and Bob Milek worked out the
specs for the .357 Herrett. Since T/C’s are
now chambered in .30-30 and .35 Rem-
ington, and especially since both the Her-
reft creations. with their headspacing on
the shoulder rather than on the rim, re-
quire very careful reloading, both the .30
and .357 Herrett are on the decline. The
Herrett cartridges have also been re-
placed by many others that are easier to
reload and are more potent wildcats.
Speer’s latest manual does not list either
of the Herrett cartridges. Is that an omen?

No one knows more about wildcatting
the TC than J.D. Jones, president of SSK

Industries. J.D. offers a whole lineup of

wildcats for the Contender numbering
well over 100 different chamberings. Two
of 1.D.’s family of wildcats are based on
the strongest rimmed cases available. the
.225 Winchester and the .444 Marlin,

On the .225 Winchester case SSK offers
these wildcats that are made by neck-
expanding and fire-forming the Winches-
ter round:

6MM JDJ: This is the groundhog-coy-
ote-varmint cartridge from SSK. Using 75
grain bullets at 2800 fps, it shoots flat and
accurately, but is too light for larger
game.

.257 JDJ: This is my particular favorite
of the “small” JDJ cartridges as 1 have
used it on both deer and chucks to 200
yards. The only reason that it has not been
used at further ranges on chucks is the fact
that it wears a 4X scope and I can’t see
‘em. That will change this year as I mount
one of the new Burris 2Y2-7X variable
scopes. The .257 will push 75 grain bullets
to 2800 fps, 100 grain bullets to 2600 fps
and 120 grain bullets to 2400 fps. With 100
grain bullets, Jones calls it a 300 yard
deer-antelope gun, if you are up toit.™”

6.5 JDJ: This is SSK's most popular
cartridge on the .225 Winchester. in fact
it sells more than all the rest put together.
Jones recommends 120 grain bullets at
2400 fps for everything: deer, antelope.
and silhouettes. It performs so well on
game because many of the 6.5 bullets
available are designed to expand at
the velocities that are obtainable with the
6.5JDJ.

TMM JDJ: This is also a 300 yard deer-
antelope cartridge, in the right hands, and
also using the right bullets, namely bullets
in the 120-130 grain range pushed at
2400 fps.

On the .444 Marlin case, SSK offers the
following wildcats:

[| HANDGUNS LTD CUSTOM GUNWORKS

“EVERY GUN BUILT AS IF IT WERE MY OWNI”

TS—

- .J\
Rifles '
XP-100's
Revolvers

5 IPSC
;“‘“ s NRA ACTION

mONplas DEFENSE
Umberger's Tamer & DUTY
Custom Bags HUNTER
PPC

Hunter & Competition proven, 30 yrs. combined Exp. Competition models with 8 WK. Del., Workmanship
guaranteed. Open evenings until 10pm. CST for your convenience. Call 501-561-3540 Handguns Ltd 909 Benton
Manila, AR 72442, Steve Malloy—Owner

For our new color brochure and the location of
your nearest Hogue dealer

CALL TOLL FREE

1-800-GET GRIP

IN CALIFORNIA CALL 805 / 466-6266 / 466-4100

Hogue features a complete line of fancy

hardwoods, nylon and soft rubber grips

| designed for all popular revolvers and
automatics.

HOGUE GRIPS

Originator and Maker of the MONOGRIP®

If unavailable at a dealer close by, order direct.

I NEED A “QUICKIE"?

: Try A Trigger Finger Quick* Ambi-
| dextrous Magazine Release for Colt
| Rl T 1911 Autos from Egan & Blackburn

i Absolutely no alteration
of frame. Faster Mag Re-

lease using the speed

in your Trigger Finger.

Installs in seconds

Shipped F
| $4995 T EGAN & BLACKBURN
| 14836 Lincoln St. S.E.
*pat Pend Money Order G% _"?.I Minerva, Oh 44657

| Certifled Check 216-868-5206

BASIC CUSTOM METAL COMPLETE
| GOVERNMENT MODEL WORK TO YOUR UPPER UNITS
$305.%¢+P SPECIFICATIONS $169.5 P

| COMPENSATED IPSC

| COMMANDER WITH WITH ACCURACY COMPLETE
ACCURACY PACK PACK LOWER UNITS
$795.%.p $995.%¢. P §189.%. P

HEAVY COMPENSATED
3" GROUPS 50 YDS. BBL. S&W BOMAR RIB ON YOUR PISTOL
$595.-p $650.%+ P $280.

1©-RING PRECISION, 1

1449 Blue Crest-Lane . San Antonio, Texas 78232
1-512-494-3063 . 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Tues.-Fri.

ACCURACY PACKAGE “LITERATURE $1.00

‘ BULLSEYE PISTOL
“LAYAWAY PAYMENT

ALEX B. HAMILTON
PISTOLSMITH

*2 TO 10 WK. DELIVERY
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THE BEST DEAL!

WHEN YOU’RE BUYING,
SELLING
or TRADING GUNS.
THESE TWO NEW BOOKS
WILL SHOW YOU HOW!

GUN TRADERS GUIDE
provides complete speci-
fications and current
average market prices for
nearly 4000 different
makes and models man-
ufactured between 1900
and 1983 and features
more than 2000 detailed
illustrations. This latest
expanded edition meets

the needs of contempo-
rary gun collectors, traders. hunters,
shooters, military and law enforcement
personnel, and just about anyone inter-
ested in guns. Find out what you need to
know to make a wise sale or purchase, or
simply discover what your own guns are
worth in today's marketplace. Send for
your copy of the newly updated 10th edi-
tion of the GUN TRADERS GUIDE. Only
$14.95 plus $1.50 postage and handling.

HOW TO BUY AND SELL
USED GUNS reveals the
latest information about
gun control laws, how to
make a preliminary
inspection, firearms iden-
tification. care and main-
tenance, determining
current market value,
what malfunctions to
look for, trading shot-
guns, rifles, handguns,
black powder arms, and what you should
and should not restore. Fully illustrated.
it's a perfect companion to the GUN
TRADERS GUIDE. Send for your copy today.
Only $10.95 plus $1.50 postage and
handling.

= | want the best deal possible. Send me a
copy of the GUN TRADERS GUIDE and its companion
volume, HOW TD BUY AND SELL USED GUNS. Enclosed
15$22.90 plus $3.00 postage and handling.

Send me the GUN TRADERS GUIDE only.
Enclosed is $14.95 plus §1.50 postage and handling.

Send me HOW TO BUY AND SELL USED
GUNS only. Enclosed is $10.95 plus $1.50 postage
and handling.

NAME
ADDRESS _
CITY _ STATE ZIP

Calif. residents please add 7% sales tax.

Allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery.

Send Your Order To: HANDGUNNER BOOKS,
591 Camino de la Reina
Suite 200 Dept. 9- AH7
San Diego, CA 92108

T ————— -

.430 JDJ: This was the first Handcan-
non and is simply the .444 Marlin trimmed
one tenth of an inch. Since a .44 Magnum
14" TC barrel can be rechambered to .430,
this is a very economical big bore single
shot. SSK also offers a mould that drops a
350 grain cast bullet that is a natural for
the .430 when used on big game at 50-150
yards. The 350 grain bullet will do 1700
fps from a 14" TC. After the .430, SSK
began offering necked down wildcats on
the .444 Marlin. Now that both Barnes
and Freedom Arms are offering 300 grain
jacketed bullets. the .430 is starting to
look more interesting.

.338 JDJ: Originally offered on the .444
Marlin case. the .338 is now on the .303
British case because of high incidence of
case loss when necking from .444 to .338.
Using .303 British brass, I've lost a few
cases on first firing with neck splits. I like
this cartridge using 200 grain bullets at
2000 fps. While not really heavy enough
to qualify as a Handcannon, it is an excel-
lent deer cartridge using bullets designed
for the .33 Winchester, and it fits nicely
between the flat-shooting JDJ cartridges

on the .225 Winchester and the bigger

Handcannons.

.358 JDJ: Good cartridge made by sim-
ply necking the .444 to .35 and fire form-
ing. But, as in the case of the .430. it is
hampered by the lack of many suitable
hunting bullets in this caliber.

411 JDJ: Made by necking the .444 to
.41, this is another cartridge with potential
but hampered by lack of jacketed bullets
in the 300-400 grain range. Jones thinks it
could be even better than the .375 JDJ if
the right bullets are made available.

.375 JDJ: This is it! There are two
choices for big game hunting with the TC:
first choice, the .375 JDJ: second choice,
all the others. For deer sized game, the
Hornady 220 grain bullet will do 2000-
2200 fps. For the big critters, 270 grain
Hornadys can be loaded to 2000 fps, and
for the really big ones, the 300 grain Hor-
nady FMJ’s will do 1900 fps.

The .375 has been used successfully on
Cape buffalo, elephant, and many smaller
animals. And the surprising thing about it
is the fact that the recoil at the back end is
not what one would expect for the results
that are possible from the front end. Be-
cause there are many excellent bullets
available, and also because it can be used
on virtually everything, this is the top
seller in the JDIJ line-up.

This just barely scratches the surface of |

the SSK line-up. For complete informa-
tion contact SSK Industries, 721 Woodvue

Lane. Dept. AH, Wintersville, OH

43952.

In 1975, Lee Jurras, with an eye towards
promoting the Auto Mag pistol, spon-
sored the first long range handgun silhou-
ette match. The competitors léarned a lot
from that match: in particular, how inad-
equate their factory handguns were for
what would soon become an official long
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Important
Notice
To Recent
Buyers Of
Remington
Model XP-100°
Pistols.

Remington Arms Model XP-100™ bolt
action pistols manufactured between
January 1, 1987, and October 4, 1988,
have been withdrawn from sale tem-
porarily for correction of trigger assem-
bly mechanisms.

This action was taken because a
limited number of pistols produced
during that time period may have an
improperly installed part in the trigger
assembly mechanism. Although it is
unlikely, the affected part could inad-
vertently allow the pistol to fire when
the bolt is closed or when the safety is
released.

The company is now undertaking a
program to identify and recover all
pistols made and sold during this
period. As a precaution, Remington
will, at no charge, correct the affected
trigger assembly part in all pistols that
could possibly be involved.

All Remington customers (whole-
salers and dealers) and individual con-
sumers are being notified, and it is
expected that this program will quickly
identify owners of the affected pistols.

Please remember, this trigger
assembly correction program applies
only to a limited number of Model
XP-100 pistols and not to any other
Remington gun models.

If You Have Purchased A
Remington Model XP-100 Pistol
Since January 1, 1987,

Do Not Load It.

We ask that you call our XP-100
Correction Program at

1-800-634-2459
(In Canada, 1-800-634-5401)

with the serial number of your pistol.
From that number we can tell you im-
mediately if yours is one of the possibly
affected pistols, and if it is, how you can
arrange for free correction of the trig-
ger assembly.

Remington

Remington is a trademark registered in the LLS. Patent
& Trademark Office by Remington Arms Company, Inc.
Model XP-100 is a trademark of Remington Arms Com-
pany. Inc.. Wilmington, Del, 19898,




When You Need
Reliable

In Chrome
\ or Black Teflon

A Davis Derringer gives you the backup
punch you need when duty calls. As for reli-
ability, we back all our guns with this simple
guarantee: IF ANYTHING GOES WRONG, WE
FIX OR REPLACE IT FREE, FOR THE
LIFETIME OF THE ORIGINAL PURCHASER.

The Davis Derringer conceals easily. From
a company thats 100% American-owned and
operated, the Davis comes in your choice of
22 LR, .22 WMR, .25 Auto, or .32 Auto to fit
your stopping power requirement.

ALSO FROM
DAVIS: The
P-32 Semi-Auto
in chrome,
black teflon
or satin nickel

The American Way

-CIVI

N DU S TR e

15150 Sierra Bonita Lane e Chino, CA 91710
(714) 597-4726

range shooting game under the auspices
of The International Handgun Metallic
Silhouette Association. IHMSA for
short.

Very early in the game, Elgin Gates
started wildcatting cartridges for both the
Thompson Center Contender and the
Remington XP-100 concentrating on the

| .223 and .308 rifle cases. Two of these

|
|

wildcats, the 7mm-308x1'2 and the 7mm/
308 are now factory cartridges. Reming-
ton lengthened the cartridge case of each
by .020” and they became the 7BR and
the 7/08. A third, the 7mm/.223 is now
factory chambered by TC and known as
the 7TCU (Thompson/Center/Ugalde).
The 7mm has been the most popular cali-
ber for the single shots for long range sil-
houetting and three of them still exist as
wildcats:

TTCU: Like the .375 SuperMag in re-
volvers, the excellent little 7TCU has the
distinction of being a wildcat that is fac-
tory chambered but for which no factory
ammo is available. This is the number one
cartridge for THMSA Production class in
spite of the fact that it is often found lack-
ing on rams. What it lacks in down-range
energy, it compensates for with superb ac-
curacy. With 140 grain bullets, the 7TCU
operates best in the 1700-1800 fps range.

7 INTERNATIONAL RIMMED: To
give a 7mm with a little more punch, the
7R was developed by necking down and
fire-forming either .30-30 or .375 Win-

chester brass. Bullets in the 140 to 160 |

grain weight range can be loaded to 2000
fps in the 7R giving much better down-
range performance on rams than the little
TTCU. I was privileged to do much of the
carly load development for the 7R using
both 10" and 14" TC’s and a 10" Wichita. |
found it to be an excellent silhouette car-
tridge and very accurate, firing a number
of iron sighted 200 meter groups that
could be covered with my palm.

The 7R remains a wildcat, and is not
legal for production competition in the
custom barreled 10" TCs, but it is avail-
able in the production-legal Wichita. The
cartridge itself is destined to remain a
wildcat now that T/C is chambering the 7-
30 Waters in both 10" and 14" barrels.

TMM INTERNATIONAL: Early in
the long range silhouetting game, eight
cartridges were wildcatted on .308 brass
for use in the Remington XP-100. Those
eight, all known as IHMSA Internation-
als, are .25, 6.5mm, .270, 7mm, .30,
8mm, .338, and .35. The most popular,
far and above all the others, is the 7
International. With the capability of
pushing both 140 grain and 154 grain
7mm bullets to 2200 fps, this 7 is a sure
killer on stubborn rams. Many of the
custom XP-100's in this caliber are ex-
ceptionally accurate and probably the
majority of perfect Unlimited 40’s have
been fired with the 7 International.

Jim Rock of RPM, manufacturer of the
XL (formerly Merrill) single shot pistol, is
a long time silhouetter and experimenter.
Like J.D. Jones of SSK Industries, Rock
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TOMORROWS
FIREARMS FINISH
TODAY!!

BLACK HARD
CHROME

SHOOTIST SUPPLY is now offering the
durability and rust resistance of hard
chrome in a black, non-glare traditional
finish. Black Gard is not a dye or paint, but
true hard chrome.

We finish your firearms (Handgun, Rifle, or
Shotgun) with traditional gray hard chrome
(Rockwell “C" 70) and then double plate
with our "Black Gard" chrome (Rockwell
“C" 60) for unexcelled rust resistance
and wearability.

DOUBLE GUARANTEE

1) When your handgun is plated, use it for
30 days. |f you do not think it's the best
finish of its type you have ever used, return
it — we'll strip the plating and reblue it
AND refund your money.

2) LIFETIMEGUARANTEE - afirstin the
industry. We will guarantee the finish of
the firearm for the life of the original
owner-our black chrome will wear - as any
finishwill - but, we are so confident thatit will
give better and longer service than any
other black finish on the market that we will
refinish your firearm as many times and as
often as you wish with only a modest
charge ($24.50) for handling.

You can’t lose! Just send us the parts of
the firearm you want plated (or we will dis-
assemble for asmall charge of $7.00) to the
address below, along with your check,
money order or credit card (Visa/Master-
card) number in the amount of $149.20 for
handguns, or $194.00 for rifles or shotguns
(include $6.00 postage and insurance).
Yes, we can do your guns in black and
grey. Turn around time - approx. 2 wks.

FOR MORE INFORMATION &
OUR FREE BROCHURE
WRITE OR CALL
1-800-654-5985

SHOOTIST SUPPLY
622 5th Avenue
Belle Fourche, SD 57717
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BROWNING HI-POWER |
COMBAT

ACCESSORIES

AMBIDEXTROUS COMBAT
SAFETY

WIDE TRIGGER

COMBAT MAGAZINE
RELEASE

5 12

COMMANDER STYLE
HAMMER

EXTENDED SLIDE RELEASE  STAINLESS STEEL
e 1 e MAGAZINE

O T 34%
PLEASE NOTE . . .

Al prces ure for bhued parts

Extensive combat modifications are available! Please
send $3 (56 outside USA) for our complete catalog.

TO ORDER

by N

& CYLINDER & SLIDE SHOP, INC.
4 P.0. Box 937

Fremont, NE 68025

Ph.; (402) 721-4277

SUPPORT
THE
ADVERTISERS
IN THESE
PAGES!
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has worked with a number of wildcats on
the .225 Winchester case, notably the .25
Rocket, 6.5 Rocket, .270 Rocket, 7mm
Rocket, 7mm Merrill. and the .30 Merrill.
The latest offering from RPM in the XL
is the .270 REN, a very mild little wildcat
using .22 Hornet brass necked to .270 cal-
iber. The REN. created by Chuck Ren-
sing of RPM, pushes 100-110 grain bullets
to 1500-1600 fps and the result is a very
accurate cartridge that Rock admits is too
light for long range rams ‘‘so we head
shoot “em.” Both Rock and Rensing do
their silhouetting under NRA rules which
has a long range unlimited standing class
that allows the use of scopes. Because of
the low recoil 270 REN. it can be used
with close eye relief scopes. The REN is a
natural for NRA Hunter Pistol also.

andgun wildcatters have been on the

leading edge of cartridge develop-
ments for over 60 years. Quite often, their
developments go unnoticed by the gen-
eral shooting public, but once in a great
while a spark is ignited and everyone ben-
efits. Handgun hunters are now reaping
the benefits of such wildcats as the flat-
shooting 6.5 JDJ and the powerful .375
IDJ and .500 Linebaugh.

Wildcatting has resulted in the .357
Magnum, .41 Magnum, .44 Magnum and
the .454 Casull in revolvers; the 10mm in
semi-autos; and the 7BR and 7mm/08 in
single shots. Is there enough interest in
silhouette wildcatting to continue to de-
velop new cartridges? Or will The Mas-
ter’s be the new focus of wildcatting for
the 1990°s?

Have we reached the outer limits of
handgun development, power. and size?
Remember, at one time the .357 Magnum
was regarded as the ultimate in handgun

power. Long live
the wildcatters. t

AYOOB FILES

Continued from page 40

enforcement officers and civilians (includ-
ing one man in camouflage firing a tripod-
mounted M-14) had begun to rip off
chunks of concrete from the protective
wall around the observation deck, forcing
Whitman to keep low and fire through the
drainage slits.™

No, we don’t know where you can get a
“tripod-mounted M-14."" We do know
that in the mid-"60s, bipod mounts were
available for that rifle, and several M-14’s

were in the hands of All-State civilian rifle |

teams courtesy of DCM, and more in the
hands of civilian military reservists who
shot rifle competition. The point is, this
return fire greatly hampered the Texas
Tower Sniper’s ability to keep killing in-
nocent people.

The excellent performance of these
air pistols and the reasonable price
make them the perfect choice for
price-conscious shooters.

The RWS DIANA Model 6G incor-
porates the recoilless double piston
system, and offers match grade ac-
curacy. It features a new
wood match grip, precision
click micrometer rear sight,
and two stage adjustable trig-
ger. Interchangeable front
sight is included with the
RWS DIANA Model 6G,
(complete set is available
at extra charge).

The RWS DIANA
Model 6GS is the
same as the Model
6G minus front
and rear sights. In
place of these
sightsisa1.5x
15 pistol
scope with
ramp style /8
mount,
and a
muzzle
brake
barrel
weight.

RWS DIANA
MODELS 6G
AND 6GS.

ALL RWS DIANA AIRGUNS ARE PROTECTED
WITH A FULL LIFETIME WARRANTY.

Write today, ask for our NEW 1989
“PRECISION PRODUCTS” Catalog.
$2. for 1st class, $1. for 3rd class, to:

DYNAMIT NOBEL - RWS INC.

105 STONEHURST COURT
NORTHVALE, NJ 07647-0962
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Gun
Jamming?
Maybe it’s your powder.

Today's high-tech automatic
weapons demand cleaner burn-
ing propellants to achieve top
performance without jamming
in tough competition. A jammed
gun in a shoot-off can blow your
winning chances fast!

Maybe you just can't afford to
take any more chances with dirty
burning “old standbys” for your
automatic loads.

To keep your favorite guns in
peak condition longer, try our
new Solo “Ultraclean” nitro-
cotton smokeless powders. They
are world-class champions for
consistancy and low powder
residues. And they burn cooler to
help reduce erosion too! You will
be pleased or your money
refunded.

So if you're in a jam (or don't
want to be) why not get the best
fuels you can buy. Your gun will
show it...and so will you. Call or
write us for more information
about how you can obtain Solo
1000, Solo 1250, Solo 1500 pis-
tol and shotshell smokeless
powders and “Back Your Best
Shot With Scot!”

Scot Powder Company
PO. Box 9737
Wilmington, DE 19809
(302) 764-9779

A-1948

By 1 p.m., four men had negotiated
their way through the killing zone to the
base of the Texas Tower. They were Aus-
tin police officers George McCoy, Jerry
Day and Ramiro Martinez, and a private
citizen named Allen Crum, an ex-airman
who had been lent a rifle by a member of
the Texas State Police.

As they made their way upward, they
paused on the 27th floor to discover the
battered bodies of three of Whitman’s vic-
tims, his first of the day, and four terrified
victims who had been hiding there hoping
to stay clear of Whitman since the murder
spree had begun. Day escorted the survi-
vors out—a safety requirement, since it
was not yet known that Whitman was
alone and without other armed accom-
plices in the building—and Crum joined
the other cops on the final, fateful ascent
to the roof.

The police buckshot
tore through the
mass murderer's brain.

Whitman was now situated on the
northwest corner of the observation deck.
Crum moved in along the south wall, with
the cops paralleling him on the north side.

Whitman had sensed that the rescuers
would counterattack soon; he had laid
down his long-range guns and picked up
the fast-handling M-1 carbine. Suddenly,
he began moving toward the avenue
where the cops were approaching. It is
now believed that he had heard a sound
and was moving to a position where he
could shoot them down from ambush.

B ut Allen Crum caught the killer’s
movement. He couldn’t see Whit-
man well enough for a clear shot, so he
opened fire into the abandoned corner of
the observation deck behind the gunman,
trying to draw his fire.

Crum won that desperate gamble. The
blast of the armed citizen’s rifle made the
killer pivot toward the sound. He raised
his rifle in Crum’s direction.

In that same instant, the cops rounded
the corner of the observation deck and
saw Whitman bringing up his carbine to-
ward Crum. Had it not been for Crum’s
volley, that weapon would already have
been pointing toward the cops and blast-
ing them into eternity.

Out of the corner of his eye, Whitman
saw the officers. He must have realized he
had been tricked, because he showed
panic clearly in the heartbeat before Offi-
cer Martinez put the first bullet into him.
Martinez would say later, ‘‘(Whitman)
jerked the carbine toward me. He
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couldn’t keep it level. He kept trembling,
going up instead of coming down with it.
I don’t know how many shots I fired.”

Martinez had lost count of his shots.
Most cops in firefights do. Autopsy would
show that he fired all six .38 Special
rounds from his service revolver, and all
six scored. The gunman was hit in the left
side, both arms, and both legs.

Whitman began to fall, but the gun was
still in his hands and he was struggling to
aim it at the officers. McCoy stepped
around past Martinez and blasted Whit-
man with his shotgun. Whitman was
slammed back to the floor of the observa-
tion deck, but still spastically tried to
bring his weapon to bear. Martinez
grabbed the shotgun from McCoy’s hands
and moved in rapidly, pumping and firing
again and again as he went. Martinez
would state, “He was still flopping and he
had that carbine in his hands . . . and I
ran at him and shot at the same time.”

The police buckshot tore through the
mass murderer’s brain and shredded his
heart. Whitman’s arms jerked outward
and the carbine fell away. There was no
further movement.

The worst mass killer in the nation’s his-
tory up to that time was dead. The 96-
minute reign of terror had ended.

The shots that set the killer up for his
demise had been fired by an armed citi-
zen, and those same shots had kept
Charles Whitman from murdering the two
policemen he had been waiting in ambush
for. Though Allen Crum’s name would be
ignored by future historians, he had un-
arguably become the Hero of the Texas
Tower.

A classic example of armed citizenry in
action was the infamous Last Raid
of the Daltons at Coffeyville, Kansas on
October 5, 1892. The criminals had in-
tended to rob two banks at once. In addi-
tion to money, the robbers sought to
achieve glory—to, as one of them put it,
“outshine Jesse James . . . he never tried
this.”

On that point, the gang member was
correct. Had the Dalton crew better stud-
ied the history of their role model, they
would have learned that the Jesse James-
Cole Younger gang had gotten creamed
by the armed citizens of Northfield, Min-
nesota nearly 20 years before on Septem-
ber 7, 1876.

The armed citizens had, in fact, shot
them to pieces. During the initial robbery,
the gang had shot and wounded one un-
armed, fleeing bank employee, and tor-
tured and killed another. But once the
alarm went up, the gun battle was totally
one-sided.

Not another citizen would take a bullet,
but their avenging fire would kill gang
members William Stiles and Clel Miller
and severely wound Bob and Cole
Younger. The replay in Coffeyville would
be much bloodier—and, unfortunately,
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much less one-sided.

Five men rode into Coffeyville that day.
Gratton Dalton, the eldest of the broth-
ers, led Dick Broadwell and Bill Powers
into the C.M. Condon & Company Bank,
while Bob Dalton, the deadliest marks-
man in the crew, took baby brother Em-
mett Dalton across the street to the First
National Bank of Coffeyville. They could
have been a bit less conspicuous: not only
were most of them known to some of the
townspeople (Grat’s false whiskers not-
withstanding), but the lever-action Win-
chester rifles they carried were something
of a giveaway.

While the bandits were inside demand-
ing money on pain of death, the alarm had
been sounded outside. In those days,
there was no FDIC. The citizens’” money
was in those banks uninsured. The Dalton
Gang wasn'’t just robbing the bank, it was
robbing the people, and the people
bloody well knew it.

The movies to the contrary, Kansas
townspeople in those days did not walk
around packing sixguns in buscadero rigs
and scabbarding a Winchester to every
saddle. The fact is, not a single citizen had
a weapon ready to hand. Even the city
marshal, one Connelly, had left his service
revolver at home that day.

That was the bad news. The good news
was, two hardware stores in proximity to
the bank were well stocked with guns and
ammunition. The proprietors of Isham
Brothers and Mansur Hardware, and of
Boswell & Co. Hardware, had money in
those banks too. They handed out guns
and ammo faster than vendors passing out
hot dogs at a ball game. Henry Isham,
senior partner in the latter store, joined in
the shootout as well.

mong those queuing up at Isham’s

for hardware was John J. Kloehr, a
hard-working man of Teutonic extraction
who well understood the tradition of
Scheutzen. He had worn his fingers to the
bone establishing the livery stable of Le-
wark & Kloehr, and the accounts he had
laboriously built up in Coffeyville’s banks
were not going into bandits’ pockets if he
had anything to say about it.

One historian says the rifle he was
handed was definitely a Winchester, and
another researcher describes it as a “*buf-
falo rifle.” This magazine would like to
hear from anyone who has more details,
but the gun sounds like a Model 1886 lever
action chambered for .45-70 or a cartridge
of similar power.

The first shot of the fray was fired by
citizens, a volley that shattered the win-
dows of the Condon Bank. The citizens
drew first blood—what was, for a while,
the only blood shed from the bad guys.

A bullet tore into the right arm of Dick
“Texas Jack” Broadwell. Witnesses heard
him say, “I'm shot! I can’t use my arm!
It’s no use! I can’t shoot anymore!”

Across the street, inside First National,
Bob and Emmett Dalton had gotten their
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cash and were the first to hit the street.
They exited the back door into an alley,
away from the up-in-arms residents of
Coffeyville who were out front on the
street.

Bob Dalton confronted Charles Gump,
who raised a double barrel shotgun he’d
just procured at Isham’s. Dalton fired
first, sending a high-powered bullet just
under the twin barrels of the smoothbore.
That slug shattered the fore-end and hit
the disassembly stud of the weapon, and
went on to smash Gump’s hand and fore-
arm. Gump staggered into the nearest
door, leaving behind a blood-splattered
shotgun in three pieces: stock and re-
ceiver, fore-end, and barrels.

It is his last act. As he enters the alley,
focusing on the getaway horses, he does
not realize he has turned his back to the
wounded and raging Grat Dalton who is
only 20 feet behind him. Dalton shoots
the marshal in the back. The lawman
pitches forward to his face, twitching and
helpless. He is mortally wounded.

At the same time, Dick Broadwell and
Bill Powell have made it to their horses.
Where one historian says it’s impossible
to say who chalked up the first bandit
death, a second names the shooter.

Bill Powell, already wounded once, is
trying to climb into his saddle. John
Kloehr raises his Winchester and fires
from offhand. The heavy bullet strikes the
robber in the back. Witnesses describe a
violent jerking motion as Powell falls
away from the horse. He sprawls in the
dust beneath the animal. Bill Powell has
been killed instantly. He is the first of the
Dalton gang to die this day.

Broadwell leaps into the saddle and
kicks his horse to a gallop. Carey Seaman
fires his shotgun and “Texas Jack™ twists
in the saddle. Then the German-Ameri-
can fires his heavy rifle, and Broadwell
appears to be slammed forward in the sad-
dle, his face hitting the horse’s neck.
Horse and rider continue the gallop.
Broadwell is still sprawled across the neck
of the horse, either unconscious or delib-
erately holding a low profile position the
way men trained to fight from horseback
have learned.

Broadwell’s mount takes him out of
town. Half a mile out, he falls dead from
the saddle, and the horse will be found
wandering near the corpse. Broadwell has
been hit by Seaman’s buckshot, and
Kloehr’s rifle bullet has gone from back to
front through the middle of his torso.

On one side now, Emmett and Bob
Dalton are still up and running, un-
touched by any defensive fire. Down the
alley, Grat Dalton is severely wounded
and plodding toward the getaway horse
that the fallen marshal was trying to cut
him off from.

But Bob and Emmett make the mistake
of coming into view of the Isham’s group,
who open fire. Emmett dives into the
nearby alley, still untouched by bullets.
His brother, the master killer, is not so
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lucky. Hit in the torso and bleeding heav-
ily, Bob Dalton stumbles into the alley
after his brother, leaving a profuse blood
trail. He appears to be in great pain; wit-
nesses see him squat on his haunches.

Gunfire is still coming from Isham’s.
Emmet tries to sneak around for the
horses—still carrying the sack of stolen
money his friends and brothers are shed-
ding their blood for—while Bob Dalton
prepares for his last stand.

Hc‘s firing again now from his squat-
ting position, but the shots are going
wild. He has reloaded earlier from the
cartridge belt at his waist, but now he is
running low. He still has a loaded revolver

on each hip, but neither has been fired: an |

eminently practical gunfighter, Bob Dal-
ton knows a rifle job when he sees one.

He knows an enemy when he sees one,
too—and now he sees John Kloehr, who
has just blown away gang member Broad-
well. Bob Dalton tries to bring the rifle to
his shoulder but the pain is too much, so
he fires from the hip. He misses. Dalton,
the blood pouring out of him, forces him-
self to his feet and leans against the wall
of the alley for support as he brings the
heavy Winchester up and triggers two
more shots at the German he perceives
instinctively to be his deadliest foe.

Both bullets miss. Kloehr, as calm and
composed as a competitor at a Schutzen-
fest, has carefully brought his own long-
barrelled Winchester to bear and begun
to squeeze the trigger. Now, at last, the
shot is fired—and the witnesses see Bob

| Dalton, probably the straightest-shooting

gunfighter in Western history, appear to
be flung violently backward. Dalton falls
hard onto his back in the dusty alley, his
rifle clattering away. Kloehr’s “buffalo
hunting™ bullet has struck him in the cen-
ter of the chest.

There are two versions of what happens
next. Each variation of the tale has its
staunch supporters. But no researcher ar-
gues who shot who, because the witnesses
saw it.

The wounded Grat Dalton has stag-
gered to the mouth of the alley, seeking
the horse Marshal Connelly had tried to
keep him from. He stands next to the
body of the dying, motionless lawman.
Some say that he saw John Kloehr shoot
down his brother, and brought up his gun
to kill him. Others say that Grat Dalton
aimed his gun at the head of the downed
marshal for a coup de grace and that
Kloehr yelled, “You there!”™ Only then,
supposedly, did Grat Dalton turn toward
the rifle-armed German and aim at him.

Whichever way it happened, we know
from the eyewitness statements that Grat
Dalton attempted to aim at John
Kloehr—and that Kloehr shot him first.
The Winchester bullet smashed through
Dalton’s throat and into his cervical spine,
blasting it to splinters. Grat Dalton was
dead before his corpse thudded heavily to
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the ground, next to the marshal he had

murdered.
Onl)-' Emmet Dalton was left, amaz-
ingly still unhurt. Still carrying the
cash, he had mounted up and maneuvered
his horse between a group of tethered
horses as cover from the citizens in Ish-
am’s store. When they opened up, their
volley killed two of those horses. One bu-
let hit young Dalton in the arm, and the
other entered his left buttock, smashing
the hip and exiting his groin.

Now came the single act of compassion
that the Dalton gang would display this
day. Emmet Dalton rode to where the big
brother he idolized lay, and leaned for-
ward in the saddle. dripping blood, reach-
ing his hand down to pick him up.

Bob Dalton uttered his last words in a
barely audible croak: *‘It’s no use.”

Those words were instantly proven to
be prophetic. Carey Seaman had maneu-
vered in behind the wounded horseman,
and now he raised his shotgun. BA-BAM!
Witnesses said Emmet Dalton appeared
to be catapulted off his horse as he took
the two barrels of double-0 buck.

They say there was a long moment of
silence before the first townsman cried,
“They are all down!”

The gun battle had lasted 12 minutes.
Emmet Dalton would be the sole survivor
of the Dalton Gang in Coffeyville. His last
act of brotherhood had saved his life. Sea-
man had aimed for the center of his back,
but young Dalton had bent so far forward
reaching down for his brother that the 18
buckshot pellets caught him at a raking
angle, destroying back muscle and shoul-
der blade but skidding past the vital chest
organs.

The other four were dead. The bullets
that finally killed Grat Dalton, Bob Dal-
ton, and Dick “Texas Jack™ Broadwell
were unquestionably fired from John
Kloehr's rifle, and one historian believes
it was Kloehr’s unerring fire that killed
Bill Powell as well.

Though all four had already been
wounded and the first three might even-
tually have bled to death had Kloehr not
shot them, consider that Grat Dalton was
already severely wounded when he mur-
dered Marshal Connelly and that he and
the others could have killed more citizens
before they fell had Kloehr’s accurate,
powerful rifle fire not sledged them down
when it did.

Thus it was that while a sadly unpre-
pared lawman fumbled and died, a band
of armed citizens annihilated a lethal and
heavily-armed bandit gang less than a
hundred years ago, and one man—John
J. Kloehr—was single-handedly respon-
sible for neutralizing 60% to 80% of the
murderous band, including the man some
experts believe may have been the dead-
liest marksman of the frontier outlaws,
Bob Dalton.

Today. history buffs lionize Billy the
Kid and Jesse James, both now known
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STOP RUST!
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within enclosed storage areas causes conden-
sation and this condensation is the cause of
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of silica gel in shipments of quality guns,
electronics, etc.
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Prevent Condensation; Stop Rust, Mildew,
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protective shield of dry air within any enclosed
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touch ewven when saturated, Built-in indicator
turns from blue to pink to signal need for
reactivation. Reactivates easily in oven. Lifetime
protection. Money-back guarantee.

40 Gram Unit: Compact 4"x2"x%" aluminum
canister. Protects 3 cu. ft. For gun case, tool box,
etc. llem SG-40: $5.50 ea. (2 or more: $5.00 ea.)
360 Gram Unit: 5"x4"x2" foil carton. Protects 27
cubic feet. ldeal for safe, gun chests, display
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2000 Gram Unit: 15"x4" steel canister. Protects
144 cu. ft. Lifetime protection for larger gun
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TO ORDER: Send printed name, address, items
requested with check to Hydrosorbent Products,
Box 437-Z, Ashley Falls, MA 01222. MA Res. add
5% sales tax. Delivered free in 48 states. To
charge MC/VISA, give card # and exp. date.
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beyond doubt to have been cold-blooded,
cowardly murderers of helpless victims.
Perhaps, instead, thinking modern Amer-
icans should pay tribute to the likes of
Allen Crum and John Kloehr, good and
decent men willing to pick up a gun and
face incredibly lethal murderers in the de-

fense of their ﬁ

communities.

The author wishes to acknowledge the
painstaking work of researcher Ron Han-
sen, author of the historical novel "The
Desperadoes’’ based on the Dalton Gang,
and James D. Horan, the brilliant histo-
rian whose *‘The Authentic Wild West"' se-
ries may be the best thing ever written on
its subject.

° Member American Pistolsmiths Guild
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RICHARD HEINIE ristoLsmitH
821E.Adams, Havanaq, IL 62644

NUMBTHUMB'’S NINE

Continued from page 48

Thirdly, the potential Wondernine
shooter would rather have a revolver any-
way since all Wondernines are Double

| (“the solution to a nonexistent problem,”

quotes that Cooper fella) Action.

A partial listing (this week) of avail-
able Wondernines includes: the 18 shot
Steyr GB (Golly Bang?), the 13 shot Star

| Model 30, the Smith & Wesson 59 and

459—a pair of 14 shooters, the 13 shot
Llama Omni (which also does duty as a
scientific magazine and is available in the
Carl Sagan autograph model), the Korth
Semi-Auto pistol and lease-breaker (at
$2475.00 each who can pay the rent?), the
Glock 17 and 19, a pair of 17 and 15 shoot-
ers respectively (which come complete
with a repair and cleaning kit having
Armorall and Testor’s glue), the Browning
Double Action (another “solution” gun),
another 13 shooter, the CZ-75, a 15
shooter (having a bluing job by Earl
Schieb), and last but not least, the darling
of the U.S. Army, the 15 shot Beretta 92F
(which comes complete with a tiny scale
model of the San Andreas faultline
engraved in the slide).

Neither my wife nor myself were able
to discern which Wondernine was the most
wonderful so we didn’t purchase one.

Insaultnines are a class of weapons
designed for those shooters who are leg-
ends in their own minds. In order to find
this class of nine appealing, one has to
over-look the fact that they are gosh-awful
ugly. They are too big to be pistols, yet too
small and underpowered to be rifles. And
they lack the sole redeeming feature of the
class of weapons they mime—a selector
switch.

For those who miss my drift, an
Insaultnine is an assault pistol, the very
idea of which I find insulting. Only a pea
brain would “assault” a position with a
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Colt Taurus 92 & 99
Gov't Glock 17 & 19
Commander Ruger P85

Officers model Beretta 92F and 92FC 17

Browning Hi-Fower
S&W 9mm’s and 45

old and new models
SIG-Saver 220,225,226 and 230
Inside the pants concealment holster designed to
set extra low for good concealment
The top band is metal lined to hold its shape for easy
gun reholstering
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* Sight Rails
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Massad Ayoob on Leather Arsenal products:
“The guni p d by Elmer McEvoy at
Leather Arsenal is second to none! — Massad Aycob
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semi-automatic pistol regardless of maga-
zine capacity. Most thinking individuals
would prefer to go on the attack with an
M-1 Abrams tank or a helicopter gunship.

The list of Insaultnines includes such
goodies as semi auto Uzi’s and MACs
along with such lovely items like the 36-
shot TEC-9’s, the 50 shot (reloadable on a
monthly basis) Encom MP-9, the 10 or 20
shot Gonz High Tech Long Pistol (and no,

| I didn't make it up), the 16 to 32 shot

Holmes (Dr. Watson split after Sherlock
designed this one) MP-83.

If you like this sort of thing (I'll pass)
go for it.

Clonenines are Wondernines in which
the names have been changed to protect the
guilty. For example, we have the Taurus
PT-99 (which is either Commander
McHale’s boat or a copy of the Beretta 92);
the FIE “TZ-75” (a T is a C in Italian); the
Kassnar PJK-9HP (which is ole P.J.
Kassnar’s version of the Browning High
Power) and others.

Submachinenines are neat! These
weapons fit the performance characteris-
tics of the 9mm cartridge exactly. The nine
millimeter is an almost stopper, therefore
the Submachinenines make up for this defi-
ciency by having a cyclic rate of 1500
rounds per millicenton. In use, these
pistols are good for inner city confronta-
tions or any action where you may face
large numbers of hostile forces at
extremely close range.

Better bring an extra magazine or five,
because Submachinenines are very hun-
gry. Farmers also use Submachinenines to

trim scrub pine down to a level short |

enough for a bushhog to finish the job.

Again, we have (this time the genuine
articles) Uzi’s and MACs along with guns
from Sterling, Sten, Steyr, and Lanchester
(sounds like a law firm), the Czech Samo-
pal 62 “Skorpion” (what every terrorist
wants for Christmas), the Machinenpistole
38 and 40 (known worldwide as
“Schmeisser”, yet he had nothing to do
with it. Why didn’t they name it the S.A. 38
and S.A. 40? I didn't have anything to do
with it either!); the Walther MP-L and MP-
K, the H&K MP-5, the Socimi Type 821 (it
took ‘'em 821 tries to succesfully copy an
Uzi?), the Viking and tons of other rock-
n-rollers.

Due to the fact that I'm too lazy to
reload 9mm cartridges by the gross of
boxes at a time, I pass on ownership
(begrudgingly) of submachinenines.

Lastly we have the Regularnines. The
term may not sound sexy, but here is where
the pretty ones hide. A complete listing of
all the pistols in this category would be
impossible so I'll just mention my favor-
ites. (Hey, it's my article!)

Regularnines such as the Arminex Tri-
fire (which falsely indicates a 3-shot burst
capability), the Auto-Ordnance 1911-Al,

the (Superfine-Regularnine) Browning

High Power, Colt’s Government Model
and Combat Commander, the Detonics

Continued on page 109
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GUNS
STORIES:

THE CASE OF THE
“NEWSSTAND NEUROTIC.”

10:57 a.m.

Suspect enters Bill’s Books & Magazines
on 5th and Main and immediately pro-
ceeds to magazine rack where he picks
up the last copy of GUNS Magazine.

11:03 a.m.

Two unidentified males enter store,also
proceeding directly to magazine rack.
Suspect nervously peers over shoulder,
obviously disturbed by their arrival.

11:04 a.m.

Witness sees one of the unidentified
males reach for magazine rack. Suspect
obviously mistakes sudden movement
for an attempt on his copy of GUNS. Sus-
pect reacts by assaulting both men with
a rolled up magazine.

11:16 a.m.

Suspect flees the scene and is quickly
arrested for needlessly magazine
whipping two innocent fishing
enthusiasts.

12:43 p.m.

Suspect confesses to criminal acts.
His reason? Nothing was going to
come between him and the only
magazine he trusted for the latest gun
and shooting sport information.

He wanted the facts. . . just the facts.
He wanted GUNS Magazine.

1:05 p.m.

Suspect is released on his own recog-
nizance promising to never frequent
newsstands again and agreeing to sub-
scribe to GUNS instead.

GUNS

CASE FOLLOW UP:

1 month later, suspect seen sharing his sub-
scription copy of GUNS with two unidentified
gun enthusiasts—proof positive that GUNS
subscribers get the facts every month.

CASE CLOSED.

Avoid the newsstand neurotics. Use the adjoining order card
or write to P.O. Box 85201, San Diego, CA 92138 to order your
i own subscription to GUNS Magazine today!
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worldwide. Concealment holsters, electronics, d disguised and

Classified ads $.75 per word per insertion. ($.60 per word-per insertion for 3 or more) including
name and address (20 word minimum). Minimum charge $15.00. Copy and rerun orders must be
accompanied by PAYMENT IN ADVANCE. NO AGENCY DISCOUNTS. All ads must be
received with advance payment no later than the 15th of each month. Example: Closing for Nov/
Dec 1987 issue (on sale Sept 1) is July 15th. Ads received after closing will appear in the following

issue. Please type or print clearly.
NISHED.

PLEASE NOTE*** NO PROOFS WILL BE FUR-
Include name, address, post office, zip code, city and state as counted words. Abbre-

viations count as one word each. Mail to AMERICAN HANDGUNNER MAGAZINE, 591 Camino
de la Reina,Suite 200, Sdn Diego, California 92108. TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR SPECIAL
RATES BUY 2 ADS AT REGULAR PRICE AND GET 1 AD FREE. OFFER GOOD TILL
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TEAMS! 77% ONE SHOT STOPS! SAMPLE 6 ROLTN'D.‘:
FOR $9.95! 50 ROUND BOX $39.95. (MUST BE 21 TO OR-
DER) NIC INC., 1600 FAIRFIELD SUITE 233 AHC,
SHREVEPORT, LA 71101 (318)222-2970,

unconventional weaponry from under $20.00 to over
,000.00. The catalog 12 $3.00 from: AS.P., Box 18595/AH,
Atlanta, GA 30326.

Concealed Weapon License Identification Badge. Flrms!. ual-
ity, made to order with your license number. Cata ?‘ree
Seven , POB 3906, Dept. 45, Apollo Beach, F'LSE 570. Ph.
813-645-2621

Revol\ri.n.g sl.eel targets, Freestand.mfc, wllapalhie. Magnum

d, Rifles f paper target hold-
ers Free Bmchure Engard mstnbuhng Inc., 1930 E. Indian
Schoal, Phoenix, Arizona 85016 (605)264-3424.

BOWLERS OLYMPIC GRIPS, Custom made anatomical

I reckon I can make ammunition for just about any firearm
ever made. Ray, 215 W. Hannum, Carterville, Missouri
64835, Phone 417-673-2051.

BOOKS

OUT-OF-PRINT Books Found. Send Wants. LARGE CATA-
HUQ%JE $1.00; Booklook, 51AC Maple Ave., Warwick, N.Y.

m in walnut, individually carved by experts to YOUR
print. Not]ust small, medium or large. xpcrted to over
30 countries. Give your shoohng a chance - don't be held back
by an 111 fitti Send for enlarged model list to: BOW-
L\'ﬁanR[PS. Dept. Rrﬁl The Post Office, Little
gyt.ha{l, Lincolnshire, N.G.33. 4.Q.J. England “The best of
ritish.”

ONCE-FIRED BRASS- pistol & rifle. New also. Licensed ex-
ggaer. Send SASE for price list. Cheyenne Brass, PO Box
, Cheyenne, WY 82009 (307-634-8072).

ARMOR VAULT GUN VAULTS buy direct from mfg. call
or write for free brochure 405-634-2841. 729 S.E. 26th, Okla.
City, Okla, 73129.

ADJUSTABLE SIGHT SPECIAL $79.00. Colt Government

rln eld Armory, Ete. Your choice,
t, chh:r.a t or Bo-Mar BMCS, Slide pre-
for low mou.nt installation and hot re-blued,

cision mill
Your choice, ramp or glare free post front sight mstalled Also,
Ejection Port lowered and flared, $18.00. $4.00 shipping and
handling. Call or write for ah:ppmg date. GUARI AR-
gé?%gzsﬂ?ﬂ Bailey Ave., Twentynine Palms, CA 92277. 619-

SHOOTERS -Save 8% by building your own ulstam
cabi?f‘tjoglans $5.95: D J XYERS 1'?gmofrman Ave,, Elmt,

SILENCERS-details, construction, laws, schematloa $3.00:
Perspective, Box 16400-283, Mesa, AZ 85211

SI'ATE PISTOL LAWS, latest pistol carryving, purchasing,

. regulations for all states and FEDERAL GUN LAWS,
BD‘I.h booklets $5.00. POLICE EQUIPMENT CATALOG
fq?;{l)gms%lesmger Department E., P.O. Box 882, New York,

1987 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER ANNUAL. The year's
most exciting look at the handgun field. Includ-
lng “Pistolsmith Profile” -“Springfield Armory Fo Ahead”
R}m!est rls&)mandmm‘e' $4.95 postpaid. HANDGUN-

AL Dept. HGA-HO07, 591 Camino de la Reina,
Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108,

SHOOT A HANDGUN reveals the expert's way to use your
handguns safely, effectively and within the law. Learn how
and where to shoot, firearms ibility, what ition
to purchase, : a.ndI more. ial chapter onﬂgt]afegssvgapisml
shootin us a glossary of handgun terms. v $1 posit-
Beui :%X Residents add 7% sales tax) GUN BOOKS,
pLSH -HO7, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego,

SHOOTING by Edward Mznu:m me h,ow to bewme an

Gun Silencers/Noise suppressor. Complete how to booklet:
Five easy steps to complete information on Silencers and sup-
pressors. Plans, Diagrams, Specification and Sources. Just
send $19.95 to: Diamond Distributors, P.O. Box 991, Hono-
lulu, Hawaii 96808,

NEW CATALOG every two months! New books on wea)
revenge and dozens of other sul Ijeds' Send $1 00 for 580%1\%;!
catalog describing over 300 tit!

Box 1 7-9GAT, Boulder, Colorado 80306,

RAGNAR'S GUIDE TO HOME AND RECREATIONAL
USE OF HIGH EXPLOSIVES - By Ra Benson. How to
in commercial high explosives, safely storing and trans-
porting them, detonation techniques, improvi X})Iusne:,
and more. For informational purposes only.5-1x8-12, soft-
cover, 1. Send $15.50 postpaid to: PALADIN PRESS,
P.0. Box 1307-9GAK, Boulder, CO 80306.

FREE PELLET SAMPLER WITH NEW SUBSCRIP-
TION! Five issues, $15 yearly, sample copy $5.00 P&H in-
cluded. American Airgunner, Box 11( -omanche, Texas
T6442, 915)356-5065. Visa/Mastercard

World's best %un book catalogue! Only $2.00, refundable with
first order. Blacksmith Corporation, Box 1752Q, Chino Val-
ley, AZ 86323,

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

IT'S BACK! A GREAT OFFER! WANTED CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISERS willing to buy two Hd:i at n;g:]ar price ($.45/
Guns or $.75/Handgun per word) and get a third one FREE-
in %%GUNS Magazine or AM%RE AN I‘L&NDG‘!—.‘JLN.J\S’E}?
iyment wit] Eped copy to:
P[ED ;\\[)\"I‘IR"I'[E“IEISa 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200
San A 92108. OFFER EXPIRES JULY 31, 1989,
DON'T BE LEFT OUT!!

LEARN GOLD, SILVER, PLATINUM, SCRAP RECY-
CLING BUSINESS. 75,000 YEAR POSSIBLE. SPARE
TIME. EASY! FREE INFORMATION: RECYCLING, BOX
11216-GH, RENO, NV 89510-1216.

expert marksman with rifle,
and bow. You'll get tips on selecting the proper weapon and
accessories, and pruvlded with a detailed course in ballis-
tics. For your , send $33.45 postpaid (CA Residents add

T% sales Lax to: GUNS BOOKS, Dept SG-H07, 591 Camino
de la Reina, Suite 200, San Dlegu. CA92108.

1988 GUNS ANNUAL STILL AVAILABLE! All new articles
'ara-Ordnance Model 85: fully automatic

SHOOTING GLOVES, Im mved Shooting Performance,
Guaranteed or Money Back. f.'cl.ly P: Leather Palms,
Mesh Back for Cool Comfort. Black or White (sm,md, 1g, xI)
$11.95 Pair or 3 Pair $29.95. Sunrise, 214AH 3rd St., Box 668,
East Berlin, PA 17316-0668.

Genuine Mother of Pearl handerafted 45 Auto-290,
colt 380 Govi-§70, Colt Mustang-$50. (%mSngJRBwU Colt
-$99, etc. Exotic wood pm;emauon p:nﬁ in black ebony or
mottled ebony with red, & black colors in regular grips

ﬂﬁr E)mt:on for Cu 45 Auto, S&W 59, J KN, frames,
bl W perblackhawk, Colt SA, ete. Blanks for Blsley
and Casull 454, Also Available in black or white buffalo horn.
From $15 uB Add $2 HS. CA residents add tax. Colored bro-
chure $1. Cashiers check or MO. NAVIDREX ENTER-
PRISES, 545 N. Hoover Ave. Suite 2, Los Angeles, CA 90004
Ph(213)663-8200.

AMMUNITION

and Iegal, .“'ngh Tech Team Steyr Aug and H & K P7." “The
Shotgun Scene”,“Ruger’s .30 Magnum revolvers”, Insight on
Auame Assault Rifles, Plus“New Guns for 1988" and Old-Time
g;llp Stunts, Just $4.95 postpaid WHILE SUPPLIES
GUN ANNUAL, Dept. GA-HOT7, PO Box 16025, San

Diego, CA 92116,

1988 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER ANNUAL. This year's
excml:ﬁ look at handguns. Includes: Massad Ayoob's"Get
Hip,” the"Insider Story” on police pistols, Col. Charles Askins
on gunfighting on the Rio Grande, and much more. Send $4.95
anl&;fn ta: {DGUNNER ANNUAL, Dept. HGA-HOT,
91 ino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Dmgu A 92108,

THE 1987 GUNS ANNUAL IS STILL AVAILABLE!! Arti-
cles showcasing:“The Glock Strikes” “Yesterday's Military
22's", Derringer’s Steyr Model 1912 and the Great Gun Trivia
Quiz. Airguns,“Practical Knife Handles” and“the Truth
About Dry Firing”, Plus how*You Can Shoot PPC: Just $4.95
stpaid: GUNS ANNUAL, Dept. GA-H07, PO Box 16025,

.38 SPECIAL RELOADED AMMUNITION- R
tured using fully automated equipment. 158 %II' SWC
$8?.DUM-14§;§; 'C $85.00M. reloading since 1974.

1441 W. John 5t., Matthews, NC 28105. (704)847-8793.

MAGNUM PISTOL POWDER - Ideal for 357, 41, 44, 410,
30 Carbine, prepaid first 48 states, 1 1b / $6.50, 41b/§24.00, 8
1b $46.00, lé,le $88,00, 32 1b / $160.00. Glen's Components,
Suite 265, 2899 East Big Beaver, Troy, Michigan 48084,

n Diego, CA 92116, GET YOUR COPY WHILE SUP-
PLIES LAST.
1989 GUNS ANNUAL AVAILABLE NOW! All new, excit-
Ing r.ovenng evel ; weapons to as-
sault rifles to slug guns. 989,"The M1 To-
,"‘“'ﬂ'm Grea New Ycrk State
Police”, are just articles in t.hlh vesr's An-
nual. For your UNS AN-

id) to:
NUAL oot GATt07. PO Do 16055, Ban Disge. CA 92116,
Quantities
MASTER TIPS By Jon Winokur The best shooters in the

FREE DISCOUNT AMMUNITION CATALOG. Save up
to 50% on new, obsolete, military, rimfire, centerﬁ.m

shotshell and ies. Atlanta Di Ammo.
Dept. 0, Box 627, Norcross, GA 30091. (404)446-2429.

EXPERIENCED SALES REPS WANTED FOR EX-
PANDING HOLSTER COMPANY. TOP COMMISSIONS
FOR AMBITIOUS INDIVIDUAL. REPLY TO: FURY HOLS-
T%% REPS, 1915-18TH STREET, NIAGARA FALLS, NY
14305.

ANYONE CAN BECOME A FIREARMS DEALER! com-
lete kit includes: FORMS, LICENSING, BATF INSTRUC-
IONS, WHOLESALE REFERENCES. EVERYTHING

YOU NEED TO START YOUR OWN SUCCESSFUL BUSI-

NESS. LICENSE GUARANTEED OR REFUND! $4.75:

DENCO ENTERPRISES, PO BOX 40383-AH, ROCHES-

TER, NY 14604.

FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE APPLICATION KIT in-
cludes application instructions, gun manufacturer list, legal
advice, reference catal FFL GUARANTEED OR
glﬁﬂ;'zﬂ.;l.m Postpaid. ISGO-AHT, POB 24490, San Diego,
: 124.

Power Earnings! $400.00 daily wholemhnji{ automobiles
without investment! All new, NO GIMMICKS! Details $2.00:
SMITH, Box 2085, Titusville, FL 32781,

A NEW IDEA! Call National Idea Center nI'Washinfton D.C.
free info - 1-800-247-6600, Ext 124. Come see the Invention
Store!!

GUN DEALER LICENSING -805687-1416. Visa MC.
No“Ri " Call Us. We Answer All Your Questions,

FFL Kits, $5.00. Dealer Record Books & Supplies. RK EN-
TERPRISES, (Established 1981), 2616 Las Positas, Santa
Barbara, CA 93105.

Free Sample. Miracle Polishing Cloth. Dynamite demonstra-
tor. 577% profit. R&S, Dept. AH, 1312 Washington, St. Louis,
MO 63103. (314)241-8464.

HOW TO MAKE MONEY MAKINGSELLING LEAD
BULLETS. Excellent Home Business, $1,500 month part-
ume, $50,000 year full-time realistic. "semrlgmg Operations

. Supply Sources .. r Markets

teach you step-by-step masl of the
that made them mnnel‘rel?vl'or )fbfl.l' ma'ndﬂl} 45 Postpaid
(CA Residents add 7% sales tax) to: GUNS BOOKS, Dept.

gﬂ{fdaﬁﬁl Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA

SPECIAL PURPOSE AMMO AND MUNITIONS. Reload
ur own: Tracers, A.P., H.E. ammo, 12 Ga. Flares, Thermite/
oke Grenades and {lothers SASE for Free list. T. Ty-
ler, Box 2700H, Dept SOF, Huntington Beach, CA 92647,

SHERWOOD'S CATALOG OF GUN PARTS, ACCESSO-

RIES, AMMUNITION, GOVERNMENT SURPLUS AND

MUCH MORE. WHEN IN LOS ANGELES AREA, VISIT

‘OUR 4,000 SQ. FT. SHOWROOM. SEND £1 TO: 18714 PAR-
THENIA ET, NORTHRIDGE, CA 91324,

STERLING SILVER JACKETED BULLETS! Reload
these beauties or case them with your best nta.tmn
SASE for information ..Creative Cartri é%, 56
Morgan, Canton, CT 06019.

9MM Pistol, Shotgun. 308 Carbine, Ballistic knife, Silencers
Make for under $25 each. Eas dr p]a.ns $10 each ... All for
$£25.00: Moss, Box 2422, Smyrna, GA 30081.

[ncreasmg Sales ... Much More. $14.95: Rlcha.rd Sitz,Box
453-A, Cedarville, .\'hchigan 49719.

INVESTIGATION LICI:.NSI:.S a.nd (',omrm»:uuned Rank
tier:

opportunities. Security/E:
vices, custom identification, SPECIAL! "Pwnmne

Suhscnﬁ,mn $2.00:"Eagle”, B 6303 Corpus Christi,

BECOME A GUN DEALER -Professionally Prepared kit in-

cludes Official Forms, covers Licensing, Purchasing, Records-
- EVERYTHING! Lists HUNDREDS of lesalers.
GUAR.ANTEED! $4.95: BUSINESS CONSULTANTS, P.O.

Box 1232-H, Uniontown, PA 15401,
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EARN THOUSANDS MONTHLY! Fantastic MLM
tunity. No inventory or product selling necessary. FRE |
formation: PerriAir. Inc., Box 449, Wasiila, AK 99657

GOVERNMENT SEIZED VEHICLES from $100. Cor-
vettes, Mercedes, Imports now available. For Buyer's Guide
call 1-500-333-4100 ext. V-228.

DO YOU KNOW WEAPONS OR TACTICS? EARN $150,000
FAST! RUSH $4.00 FOR NEW REPORT! SMITH, BOX 964,
TITUSVILLE, FL 32781,

MULTI-PURE CORPORATION; DRINKING WATER SYS-
TEMS; is looking for distributors, no inventory requirement,
hlgh mmmmuons r:rtor full time, and a toll free number for

990's, water filtration will reach into the
Inllmns Jmn mth a solid company and expand with them.
Send for free information. Michael Enterprises, P.O. Box
1039, Valparaiso, IN 46384

BECOME A LICENSED FIREARMS DEALER! Official
forms, latest BATF instructions. Wholesale sources. License
teed or full refund! $5.00. Monarch, Box 1416-EM, E]

irage, AZ 85335.

BECOME FEDERALLY LICENSED FIREARMS DEALER!
Complete forms/instructions $5.00."Starting Your Own Gun
Business™ (packed with information for vour success) $4.95.
License teed or full refund! All above $7.95. Metro,
Drawer 2267-SC, Sun City, AZ 85372,

Buy Firearms Wholesale!!! Save Big Bucks!! Kit includes Li-
cense Application, Wholesaler Directory, Phones, Advice.
%20002 Sandhill Arms, Dept. AH-7, Box' 336, Roswell, NM

IS IT TRUE YOU CAN BUY JEEPS FOR $44 THROUGH
THE U.S. GOVERNMENT? GET THE FACTS TODAY!
CALL 1-312-742-1142 EXT. 6279.

Build your own shooting bench, target stand, rifle cabinet, re-

Imiqu w:h uu. Plans catalog $1.00. LLEFMG, POB 908,
Cornville, AZ

Crosshows, blow,
weapons, self-defen:
Mountain Products, P.O .Box 1353, Dept. H
06430,

ns, airguns, knives, tear-gas, stun gun,
se, ete. Catalog $1.00 lrefundahlel L‘i‘
, Fairfield,

FULL-AUTO BB GUN: 3,000 rpm, 850 psi, metal de-
sign. Build it yourself, easily and inexpensively. FREE de
tails, P & P Publications, P.O. Box 725295, Dcpl. FMG, )\T.
lanta, GA 30339,

GUN/BURVIVAL/OUTDOOR. Low cost how-to videos, Free
cat;alugga‘ﬁﬁ Video Productions, Box 50141-AH, Reno, Ne-
v 3.

KNIVES & SWORDS

UNI l..'l'. CUTLERY OUR SPECIALTY We ¢ all

d, of cutlery, firearms and necessories. CUT-
LERY KIN -ﬁuPO Box 464419, Lawrenceville, GA 30246,
1-800-634-6205/ Local 925-9086.

German and Italian 5t1let«‘.oa Also out-the-fronts as well as
Boker Classic’s. Send $: for new catalog: U.S.S. Cutt, 8948
S.W. Barbur Blv Portland OR 97219,

KNOW YOUR GUN LAWS! All 50 state local laws and or-
dinances $9.99: DENCO ENTERPRISES, P.0. Box 40383-
AH, Rochester N.Y. 14604.

GET PAID for mailing letters! $200.00 daily. \v\'nl.u PAASE,
NH4, 161 Lincoln Way, North Aurora, IL 60542

MAKE BIG MONEY AS A FIREARMS DEALER! Complete
kit includes application, instructions, wholesalers list. ONLY
$4.95! License or full refund. P.E., PO Bos 5453,
Hudson, F1. 34674-5453.

COLLECTORS

GUN PARTS

PARTS for old SMITH & WESSONS! Send SASE with your
requirements: LIBERTY Parts, P.O. Box 183AH, Eastport,
Maine 04631 (2071853-2327.

RANDALL & ODI VIKING 45ACP PARTS. DA RECEIV-
ERS, AT DISCOUNTED PRICES. Lefthand Parts Available.
RANDCO, Box 1163A, Monrovia, CA 91016-5163.

RANDALL PISTOL RESEARCH, Trends, and Letters of Au-
thenticity, Send for more information. Rick Kennerknecht,
1163R, Monrovia, CA 91016-5163.

EMBLEMS & INSIGNIA

GUNS HATS! Show your friends that vou're a GUNS Team
Memher Each hat features: Bright orange logo, sand col

GUNS FOR SALE

ialize in COMPETITION AND DEFEN-
SIVE HANDGUNS FOR WOMEN, Automatics and revolv-
ers custom-tailored o suit your size, strength, needs and ex-
nce. We placed 2nd Woman at the 1987 Steel Cha]icn%
m.l'nnnnlmn send $1.00 to; JUDY'S COMP & CARR
Buxﬁw Plains, MT. 59859 or call 406-826-5789.

WOMEN-We

cap; r front/Mesh back. Only $5.95 + 7% sales tax for
Calif. idents. Send to: GUNS HATS, 591 Camino de la
Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108,

KNIVES NEW '89 Models, Selections, Lowest Prices
Anywhere, A.G. Russell, Al Mar, Boker, Browning, Buck,
Cm Cold Steel, Coleman Western, DMT, Eye Brand, Eze
Lap, Frost, Gerber, Kabar, Kershaw, Lakota, Lansky, Leath-
erman, Old Timer, Puma, Queen, Ram;gﬁwn Schrade, Spy-
dereo, Taylor, Tenka, Uncle enry, Uni Victorimox,
chester, W amn;l]g Kitchen Cutlery, CATALOG $2. l]O
FOREIGN 3’5 AR HEEL CUTLERY, P.O. BOX 12819-
AH, WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. 27117.

CATALOG OF KNIFEMAKING SUPPLIES,$1.00. List
of knives, $.50 (cent) ﬁKNIFE&CL‘ILERY PROD-
UCTS, Dept H, Box 54275, Tulsa, OK 74155.

LEATHERCRAFT

QUALITY HANDCRAFTED HOLSTERS, CUSTOM
LEATHER PRODUCTS Saddle-Stitched for Superior
Streny Brochure $2. THE GUNFITTERS, BOX ;m.
Brook! yn(‘:enter MN 55429,

CONCEALED CARRY - Law enforcements best kept secret
for 10 years. Leathersmiths holsters, Brochure $2.00 Refund-
able. 355 N. Lantana Ave., CAMARILLO, CA 93010.

GUNSMITHING

MILITARIA

Also available. .GUNS Team member pins and patches. Now,
you can also your own GUNS Team member pin for only
$2.50 + $1.00 shipping & handhng Or, a GUNS Team mem-
ber patch for only ?3 $1.00 shipping & Handling. Send
To: GUNS PINS, 591 Carmnn de la Reina, Suite 200, San
Diego, CA 92108,

CUSTOM EMBROI[)FRLD EMBLEMS-DECALS-PINS.
Free wmfx;ﬁ/%ll( hest Quality. Guaranteed Lowest

etch. b 'ADRIAH, 61 Jane Street. N.Y.C.
10014, (212)929-2293,

Caps, Jackets, T-Shirts and more custom printed with your

High quality, low prices, free brochure! Prices. Clem-
ent Distributing, Dept. AHG, 7468 Clement Rd, Vacaville, CA
95688, (TOT 4474604,

FIREWORKS

Salutes and Cannon crackers home made. The Best! Simple
method, my secrets revealed. Stamp: Browns Diversified,
mﬁﬁ Paragon, Indiana 46166,

GUNSMITHING LATHES -milling machines-tools. New
catalog $1.00: Blue Ridge Machinery and Tools, P.O. Box 536-
N, Hurricane, WV 25526, 304-562-3538.

PISTOLSMITH Triple chamber HIGH-COMP installed on
your gun $225 onmplete All work highest quality. Stainless
steel grips for Colt auto $40. Catalog $1. Randall Thompson,
654 Lela PL, Grand Jet., CO 81504,

TIRED OF fighting a hard trigger pu!l 4 Bulla«,{le Spnm; K:tn
are the answer. Kits for hand rifles, and s

200 items for gunsmithing. Now order direct fmm the srpnng
maker of the industry. Catalog on request. Trapper Gun, Inc.,
De&; B, 18717 E. 14 Mile lgﬁ Fraser, M1 48026. (313)792-
0143,

CUSTOM GUNSMITHING- Auto pistols, compensated or
carry guns. XP-100's custom stocks and barrels. High accu-
racy and reliability a part of our service. Guns are our busi-
ness-Our only business. Brochure $1. Mitchell Custom Guns,

Rt 2 Bx 238, Breckenridge, Tx. 76024,

D & L Sports Custom Combat 45's. Basic to full house pistols.
P.O. Box 651, Gillette, WY 82716. 307-686-4008,

FIREWORKS, COLORED SMOKE DYES, ROCKET CAST-
ING, CANNON FUSES ete. for xlg:mnlm].. or survival aprima
ggzrg_z Catalog $1.00. NorStarr, Box 5585, Pocatello, ldaho

Custom Hzmd%m for street or competition 45 Auto and S&W
Rwolvms S&W Armored School certified revolver and auto.

Free Brochure: Karl Sokol, Chestnut Mountain Sports, 65 So.
Main 5t., So. Deerfield, MA 01373, 413-655-4647.

FIRECRACKERS, 80/16's= $6.00 BRICK, BOTTLE ROCK-
ETS GROSS $250, ROMAN CANDLES 10 BALL $4.50
DOZEN, JUMPING JACKS $2.00 GROSS, ONLY SOME OF
OUR SAMPLE PRICES. ALL PRE-PAID. NIGHT AERIAL
SHELLS, 61 SHOT REPEATERS, SKY ROCKETS, AND
MANY MORE ITEMS TOO NUMEROUS TO MENTION
HERE. MANY NEW AND UN-USUAL ITEMS. ALL CAN
BE SEEN IN OUR COLORFUL ILLUSTRATED CATALOG
BY SENDING $1.00 TO: A&W SALES, P.O. BOX 1,
MUNCY, PA 17756, B; offer void where prohibited,

CHERRYBOMBS, Firework Chemicals, Cannon Fuse, M-
60s, M-70s, Books to make MBOs, Silencers, Fireworks, etc
Lﬂtalomle $5., refunded with 1st order; Not intended for sale
where prohibited by law; Capitol Fireworks, 1805 W_ Monroe,
Springfield, IL 62704,

FIREW! (}R](."a-l.mkmg for mformulmn"' All kinds of technical
reports and ble. Send $.25 for
complete listing. RSA, Box 146, Willow Grove, PA 19090,

Fireworks from China. Buy from importer and save big. For
FREE GIFT and illustrated catalog, send $2.00: China Im-
porters, Box 347212, Parma, Ohio 44134,

Cannon Fuse Cutungm1m Manually cuts 7,200 fuses or
more per hour. $29.95. Cutter, P.O. Box 5733, Kent, WA
98064-5733.

JULY 4TH MEMORABILIA: Wanted by collector; fire-
cracker packs, labels, ete. (1850-1967) Robert J. Scheurer, 1
Milburn Rd., RD#3, Goshen, N.Y. 10924,

FOR SALE

LEARN GUNSMITHING, from traditional tech

WWII GERMAN Reproduction Badges, over 100 items.
Fully illustrated. Send $3.: R&J Holt, 4 Marion Street, Nes-
conset. NY 11767,

MILITARY SURPLUS

MILITARY SURPLUS-Military Clothing, equipment, man-
uals and uniform devices. Send self-addressed stamped (30.45)
envelope for catalog,

outside 1.5, $2.00: J.R. Sales, 1206-28
Ave. E #D, Ellenton, FL 34222,

GOVERNMENT SURPLUS FROM $1 Uncle Sam has 1
billion 8% in surplus goods to sell or give away. Purchase di-
rectly from gov't thru U.S. mail. Boats, cars, planes, electron-
ics, outdoor supplies, ete, For Buyer's (_ﬂ.ud.e call 1-800-333-
4100 ext. 8-37,

SL’RPLUS BONANZA! Buy Direct from Government. We
you how! Your area; (Guaranteed ') Official Dlm%
5-}0()' Sandhill Surplus, I}ept AH-A, Box 336, Roswell, N

NARCOTICS RAID SEIZURES! Au-

tos.. Vana Buats .Airplanes! Millions Surplus bar-

gl % original cost.“Nationwide Sales Directory”-
00. Dlsmﬂa] Box 19107-MW, Washington, DC 20036.

current“State of the Art.” Learn from Masters in their ﬁelds

MISCELLANEOUS

Excellent facilities and mn%enumues Fully d,
Yavapai College, 1100 L AZ 86301
Attn: Glenn Simpson, Gunsmithing Department.

INSTRUCTION

VIDEO TRAINING PROGRAMS: World shooting cham-
pion John Shaw's“Combat Pistol Shooting”, $59.95
and“Combat Shotgun Shooting”, $49.95; Police Lt. Jim Bul-
lard’s“The Ultimate Self Defense Course”, $59.95; other pro-

grams priced“$39.95 include:’ Surkul Equip-
ment”,"Survival Weapons”,“Remington 870",“Remington
11007 Colt 45 Automatic”,“The M-16", “Basic Rap| pelllng‘ 4

VHS/Beta, $2.50 shipping; Law Enforcement
able call for brochure: Master Video, Dept. M-i Eg?).‘ Jackmn.

BULLET PROOF VEST- Class II-A Keviar soft body armor.
Will defeat the .45 ACP, .357 mag. 9mm, 00 Buck and knife
attack. Tested at the Aberdeen Proving Grounds by the U.S.
Government Edgewood Arsenal. Front and back ;m&ector
2175.00. Side panels: £35.00 set. Sized S, M, L, XL: MPS
(‘o 1441 Wefg_}iuhn& , Matthews, MC 28105. (704)847-8793,

ENUCKS- Genuine bra:.sgm ﬁN"I hts, not cheap alumi-
num, same day delivery $7.95 : Matthews Police Sup-
ply. P.O. Box 1754, Matthews, .-3 05.

SHORT-RUN CUSTOM BELT BUCKLES WITH YOUR
LOGO MY SPECIALTY SOLID SANDCAST SILICON
BRONZE ALL HAND FINISHED. BUCKLES BY MIKE,
1225 MANZANITA, DEPT. AH, LOS ANGELES, CA 90029,

phis, TN 38108, Telephone 901/372-7012,

BOOKS HELP YOU SURVIVE CRIMINAL AS-
SAULTS! LEARN THE SECRETS TAUGHT TO PO-
LICE! THESE ARE TEXTBOOKS FOR POLICE
TRAINING COURSE:“USE AND HAZARDS OF
DEADLY FORCE™ BULLET PERFORMANCE IN HU-
MAN TISSUE-VOLUME I studies actual effects of S&W
Mcluda Glaser Safety Slugs, R.P. Hollowpoints and Silver-

. Based upon autopsy results of actual shooting incidents.
S 1.95 po included. BULLET PERFO NCE IN
HUMAN TISSUE-VOLUME II: 76 pﬁmnt:nuﬂtmn of
Volume I, extensively s atudvmr 33 Glase Slug and Sil-
vertip wound performances, along with the realities of deadly
force defense! $19.95 ¢ included. VILLAGE GU
SMITH, DEPT AH, 3, EAST MOLINE, n,sum-
1316 DEALERS INQUIRE.

WATCH REPLICAS! WATCH REPLICAS! LOWEST
PRICES GUARANTEED NATIONWIDE! WARRANTY!
EXACT WEIGHT & COLOR! 18KT GOLDPLATED!
CALL! WATCH REPLICAS! (404) 963-3USA WATCH
REPLICAS!

Basic Investigation Training. Diploma offered by
Lion Investigation Academy, a immUm. Write
Lion Investigation Academy, 3161 Shak e Rd., Bethle-
hem, PA 18017 for brochure. Lion Investigation Academy is a
division of American Detective Agency. No salesman will call.

NINJA CATALOG htsuits, handclaws, footspikes, cal-
thr:g blowpens, shun’.ien and reference materials for the
Shadow Warrior. Send $1.00 to: Ninja Supply Systems, Box
28222/AH, Atlanta, GA 30358,

CHEWING-SMOKING Tobacco!! Do you Chew-Smoke? Free
samples - Twist, Snuff, Pipe . Guaranteed satisfaction: FRED
KER & SONS, Dresden, Tennessee 38225,

WATCH REPLICAS! WATCH REPLICAS! LOWEST
PRICES GUARANTEED NATIONWIDE! WARRANTY!
EXACT WEIGHT & COLOR! 18KT GOLDPLATED!
CALL! WATCH REPLICAS! (404) 963-3USA WATCH
REPLICAS!

NAZI War souvenirs and d ! Hlustrated catalog $10, bill
(refundable). Disco, Box 331- E edarhurg. WI53012-0331.

PRIVACY CATALOG. Cash income rtunities. Secret
loans. Hidmg piaces Asset protection. Financial privacy. 40
5&2{&: $1.00: EDEN PRESS, Box 8410-HG, Fountain Valley,
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INVESTIGATIVE NEWS America’s number one, all new,
information newsletter, Each issue is jam packed with infor-
mation and articles on skip tracing, bounty hunting, surveil-
lance street survival, interrogation, undercover, executive
protection, terrorism, criminal investigations and civil litiga-
tion. Also included are book and product reviews, dential

ris and hard to find information. Send for free copy today!
INVESTIGATIVE NEWS, 407-AH West Santa Clara,
Santa Ana, CA 92706.

SWISS WATCH REPLICAS! #1 USA WHOLESALER!
EXACT DETAILS, 18KT GOLDPLATED! WARRANTY!
PROMOTIONAL LABORDAY SPECIAL! LIMITED
TIME OFFER! ORDER! CALL! (404)963-3USA.

HAVE A NJ MAILING ADDRESS. Confidential, depend-
able mail forwarding and remail service. Free information.
Bay, P.O. Box 687, Forked River, NJ 08731.

SILENCERS, Make with ordinary tools and hardware store
materials. Cop%hwd and guaranteed. Rush $2.95: SI-
LENCER, Box 1 Y), Carolina, P.R. 00628,

Cable TV converters: Zenith, Jerrold, Hamlin, Oak. Tocom.

v others. Order yours today. (702) 887-3894. No Califor-

ém-i?sélkesé“cj?log SASE. GCN, 1032 Irving St. Suite 109,
WFo 122.

Government Auctions: Cars, Boats, Ete. Complete 100+ PE.
How to with addresses & phones, 49.95 + 2.95 SH: J.M.IIL, 35
H Circle, Lebanon, N.J. 08833,

CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2. for illustrated catalog. B-PEC,
Dept. H86, P.O. Box 444, Los Alamitos, Calif. 90720.

POLICE EQUIPMENT

Law enforcemgnt training manual, impact tools, restraint
uipment. Catalog $1.00: RONIN POLICE EQUIPMENT,
mnﬂ:m. Billerica, MA 01821,

SECOND CHANCE & AMERICAN & POINT BLANK &
other police products at SPECIAL PRICES, ONLY for
LAW ENFORCEMENT & SECURITY OFFICERS

FO| EPARTMENTAL BID REQUESTS
CALL 1-800-658-3323, (VISA/MASTERCARD AC-
g]E5P5 TED). N.P.O.S., Box 55 (AHM), Rapid City, SD 57709-

LAW ENFORCEMENT and patch collectors send $1.
for list or $6 for 12 monthly lists. Baird, Dept. H87, P.O. Box
444, Los Alamitos, Calif. 90720.

REAL ESTATE

UNCLE SAM HAS 110 BILLION $$$ to loan/give away for
real estate with no credit statement needed. Also gov't seized
homes from $1. For info: 1-800-333-4100 ext. H-316.

NORTHERN IDAHO. 510-20 ACRES. Beautiful North-
west forest and lake country, Huntingl.,ﬁshirlg, recreation, re-
tirement. Hundreds of 1s available. Easy terms. FREE
Brochure, photos: NATIONAL ASSOC]ATYED PROPER-
TIES, 1111-Y Sherman, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 83814.
(208)664-8161.

WEST Texas 1% acre lots, $495. total Rdm! $25. down, $25.
monthly. No interest; Aztlan Co., 2313 Montana, El Paso, TX
T9903. 915-532-5263.

GOVERNMENT LAND...FROM $10.00. Repossessed Homes
- $1.00 up. Drug/Tax Seizures. Surplus Recreational, Agri-
cultural, Commercial rties."Nationwide Directory” —
$3.00. Lands, Box 19107-MW, Washington, DC 20036.

WANTED TO PURCHASE

Ideas, Inventions, technology wanted by one of America’s
ieadmﬁ invention submissi rms to be indus-
ty. Call 1-800-288-IDEA. ISC-Hang, 903 Liberty, Pittsburgh,
PA 15222,

NIGHT SIGHTS

Continued from page 37

talking here about the justifiable or excus-
able violation of game laws under the
principle of the legal Doctrine of Compet-
ing Harms in a situation where small game
must be taken under any circumstances
for human survival). Something like a
Smith & Wesson .22 Kit Gun with Triji-
cons would be an ideal choice here.

For the writer, home defense is the
most logical purpose for the night-sighted
pistols, and those of us who keep them for
that have discovered another advantage
I've never seen advertised. When you
wake up in pitch darkness and need your
gun in a hurry, the glowing green sights
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light your way to the weapon. Particularly
when staying in an unfamiliar motel
room, you might have to fumble around a
bit to find your safety rescue equipment
as you awake to the sound of a door being
kicked in. Not so with a gun like the Tri-
jicon-sighted P7 we tested: the three
glowing dots function like aircraft landing
lights in fog, instantly guiding eye and
hand to the pistol. With a single dot on
the front sight and twin dots on the rear,
eye and hand are instantly oriented to
where the grips of the pistol are located.

Part of what I teach to advanced classes
is building searches, often in darkened
premises. This has taken me through
many hundreds of searches in pitch-black
basements and whatnot. When an in-
truder who has his night vision has gone
to ground, I've learned that the glowing
green night sights on the Good Guy’s pis-
tol give his position away as surely as a
glowing radium watch dial. Held in the
low or the high ready, the pistol can be
seen by anyone off to the Good Guy’s side
or to his flank. The rear sight will similarly
glow in most conventional duty-type hol-
sters, giving your position away.

There are several fixes for this. A
home-made “sight shield” will help some-
what. A better solution is to move with
the hand on the holstered pistol; our tests
using Pro-Timers indicate that there is
only a fraction of a second’s difference
between drawing with the hand already in
position and coming up from a drawn, low
ready stance.

With your hand on the holstered side-
arm you present a gun grabber with the
most difficult possible disarm, and you
keep one arm free for defense, balance,
and manipulation of light switches, flash-
lights, and communications equipment.

If the night sight is installed on the front
post only, this completely prevents your
being given away. However, most of us
find night sights index better when the
rear sight is similarly treated. This re-
quires a holster that hides the rear sight.
A custom leathermaker can produce a
scabbard with leather ““ears” that come
around and cover the glowing sight,
rather like those on the old Hank Sloane
holster designed for FBI.

With department issue leather, a viable
solution for many is to install a hammer
shield on the safety strap. This device, a
boomerang-shaped small leather attach-
ment that slides right onto the strap, was
originally designed to prevent the sharp
hammer spur of an S&W service revolver
from cutting up the uniform jacket, but
on many gun/holster combinations will
also cover a Trijicon or similar rear sight.
They may be ordered from Don Hume
Leather.

Another solution is a conventional
butt-up shoulder holster. Since the Triji-
cons were installed on my P7, I've found

‘myself carrying that gun in a Bianchi X-15

more frequently. An ideal belt holster for
night-sighted pistols is the De Santis
model 85.

The possibility of giving your position
away should not be ignored. One US mil-
itary Special Forces group discovered
Tritium sights a few years ago and soon
had them on virtually all their small arms.
This lasted until a high-ranking Pentagon
official was invited to observe one of their
night ops. More than 50 yards away as the
expert SF types began their supposedly
silent and invisible penetration of the tar-
get, the brass hat turned to an aide and
asked, ‘“What the hell are all those green
fireflies out there?” That particular unit’s
use of Tritium sights was sharply curtailed
thereafter.

Some users have been disappointed to
find that after the first couple of shots, the
bright flare of the muzzle flash had ren-
dered them unable to still see the small
green glow of their front night sight. My
experience is that, first, this is most likely
to happen with tiny, weak light capsules—
one reason I'm partial to the Trijicon,
which has a healthy-sized front sight that
glows brightly—and that it is most likely
to occur with loads that have excessive
muzzle flash.

I find that a brightly flaring load—any
.357 or .44 Magnum factory round, the
new generation of +P .38 Super, +P+
in a .38 Special—can cause the eye to
perceive the front night sight as having
dimmed out. It is much less of a problem
with conventional or +P .38 Special and
with standard 9mm loads. In the latter cal-
iber, the Geco Action Safety round,
known as the BAT in the US, has a very
low muzzle flash in my experience.

I recently shot the FBI Tactical course
for qualification at double speed with the
Trijicon-equipped P7 in a department
night shoot. Light conditions were total
darkness save for the rotating blue lamp
on an unmarked car 25 yards from the
target. The score was a 90% plus, much
better than 1 would have expected with
iron sights. Ammo was Federal 115 grain
jacketed hollowpoint 9mm. The muzzle
flash did not prevent me from seeing the
front sight with every shot, and the target
was never missed. Flash with such loads is
reasonable for night shooting.

The night sight concept comes into its
own with a home defense weapon that will
be used from an ensconced position
against incoming armed intruders. It en-
hances greatly the chances of a neutraliz-
ing first hit, and in this tactical scenario
cannot give your position away to an op-
ponent, while significantly increasing
your swift, positive access to your defen-
sive weapon in total darkness.

The writer has found the Trijicon prod-
uct to be the unit of choice, and will be
ordering more from that firm. Quality and
function are top notch, durability of the
sight and quality of installation are second
to none, and the price is extremely rea-
sonable, with very fast turnaround time.

For more information, contact Triji-
con, a division of Armson Inc., 37716

Hills Tech Dr., Dept. AH, ﬂ
Farmington Hills, MI 48018,
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THE SILVER BULLET
Sterling Silver 38 Special Dracula Buliet (no
powder or primer) available as a Keychain for

$17.95 or Plain for $15.95.

Sterling Silver .45 LC Eagle Keyring:
$19.95:; Plain - $17.95,

Add $1.! or SEH. CT res. add 7

CreatlveCanndgeCo Dept. HG
‘\-\organ Rd. Canton, Ct. 06019

SECURITY PRODUCTS
LARGEST SELECTION! BEST PRICE!

e
| FORT KNOX

b
And other
Leading

- Brands

Call us before
you buy!

1-800-222-7233

A. G. ENGLISH SALES CO.
708 S. 12th St/Broken Arrow, OK 74012/(918) 251-3399

IMPROVE SCORESI
Dosignag far all “Timed Fire™ compatition..

* SR Syeg SPECIAL
4 st $14.95
* Banchrest + morsl

Largs LED Citpidy shows time remaining
410 glance. Audible Lone Iounds whan fime
18 up. Easy 10 oparate and fully gusrantesd,
Battery Inchuded. Actusl Size: 2 12" &
T 0" Time rangs from | ssc 1o 9% min 33
sec. Fleass a0g $1.00 shipping. FL res sad
$.7% sales tax. SASE for fres infa. Enginssr-
Ing Hessarch Amocistes, P.O. Box 1583,
Dapt. AHT. Hollywood, FL 118833881,

nDﬁRT‘

H Tﬁmm§" 3 22

e ' *, or |
L s, WD VB MC AN ,.'..q,suu-zzz 3119 Bbraby
ZAP DART, err.' P CI Bon 25051 ‘HG Salt Lake City, I..Iuh 841 25
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go
=
SS
(77
2
e

Full Moon clips, $3.99 for 8 ppd., in 45 & 9mm. Also ' moon clip,
FREE sample with SASE. Scope mis. for M-1, Mini-14, Mini-30, & 22's.
MEW Full Moon Brass Extractor NEW
Buy direct from the manufacturer.

RANCH PRODUCTS
P.0. BOX 145, MALINTA, OH 43535

JIM HOAG
CUSTOM PISTOLSMITH
8523 CANOGA AVE. UNITC

CANOGA PARK, CA 91304

(818) 998-1510

Continued from page 104

“Combat Master,” “Pocket 9" and “Pocket
9 LS” (why would someone make a Long
Slide pocket pistol? I got it! Deep
pockets!) and lastly Llama’s medium frame
autos.
That about covers the “close to” and
“true” John Moses Browning designs.
Also available and most desirable are:
H&K's P-7 and P9S, the SIG P-210 (a com-
bat weapon that has the accuracy of a tar-
get pistol), the Smith & Wesson 39 and
439, the Star BM (nah, I won't say it) and
BKM, the Walther P-38 and P-5 and, last
but not least, Mauser’s excellent Luger
(called Parabellum 'cause Stoeger has the
rights to the Luger name) which falls into
the collector category by reason of both
beauty and price (usual price is omygosh!).
Regularnines are not only the most
attractive and useful weapons in the cham-
bering, but also a regularnine is
Numbthumb’s new toy. The photo (if they
print it) shows the gun resting on a Phila-
delphia Inquirer showing “perestroika,
glastnos and demikratizatsiya” circa 1940’
style— *“Yanks and Reds Join on Elbe.”
Obviously, the gun is a P-38, engraved
over 80% of the exposed surface and hav-
ing a machine-turned hammer and new

| walnut replacement grips costing $95 from

Interarms. In defense of an otherwise out-
rageous price, these grips do fit which is no
small feat since channels had to be cut for
the slide release mechanism, the trigger
link that connects trigger to sear, the lan-
yard loop and the grips are of a wrap-
around style.

My nine is of wartime manufacture,
assembled from parts (a Grey Ghost per-
haps?) replete with Nazi proofmarks. Two
bits of history are attributable to this
P-38—the history of Walther’s contribu-
tion to the German Officer Corps in
WWII, as well as the clandestine involve-
ment of spooky type U.S. soliders
(advisors) in the very early stages of the
Vietnam War.

The gun’s previous owner was a U.S.
advisor in the aforementioned early days
of the Vietnam involvement and he could
draw any weapon he desired (except U.S.
issue).

He chose this P-38 and had a touch of
trigger work done. After surviving the
First Annual Southeast Asia War Games,
he R&Rd in Japan where the gun was
engraved and blued.

My enthusiasm over this pistol has not
(but don't tell the wife . . . oops, I forgot
she’s doing the typing!) changed my choice
of personal defense weapons. I still prefer
ole Trusty Rusty, my Ruger .45 Long Colt
revolver, but this Walther sure is pretty. All
things considered, not bad for an anniver-
sary present, huh? Beats the hell out of
polka dot boxer shorts with
matching hanky and suspenders.
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SAVE 30%-60%

QN COLLECRp

BIG i&\/ SENDS$1.00

® HARD TO FIND ITEMS @

CATALOG

EMF co. INC., HG 1900 E. Warner Ave.
Suite 'ED Santa Ana, CA 92705
€01 TELEPHONE anex cove 714261-6611

357/44B & D
CONVERSIONS
S&W 27-28—Ruger 357-9mm
TC Contender—Ruger Red Hawk

BAIN & DAVIS
307 E. Valley Bivd. San Gabriel, CA 91776

.810—5?34241w213-283—?449!c|osad Sun. & Mon.! |

The Old Timer

from Kirkpatrick
Go back in time and relive history of the long
cattledrives and gunflghts of the 1800's.

Belt double ply
leather, nylon

When ordering

by mail: stitched, with 24
Specily waist bullet loops
size. gun Holster hand-
make, bb creased, has leg
length & and hammer tie

downs. 10
American

caliber.

Texas
residents add
Sales Tax.
Add $3.00 shipping

[ Only $74.95.

s
alers please

Send $2.00 1 & Satisfaction
=:“*w g guaranmd.

32 H & R MAGNUM (308 & 312)

Custom swaged in weight you want,
also cast bullets and reloaded ammo.
*Send §1.00 for literature.
'\ln[.oc Bullets

PO. Bor 2810-AH
Turlock, CA 95380

BEHEU.I M1 S-90

MAGNUM RECOIL REDUCTION SYSTEM
Also Available, Beretta 1200

Installs in
minutes.
Reduces felt
recoil of
shoulder
pounding
S-90 by 50%.
Satisfaction
guaranteed.

Beretta 1

$2 50 shipping

LBG COMPAHY

P 0 Bo: 6314 * Santa Maria, CA 93456
(805) 922-9980/.00. Accepted) |
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INDUSTRY INSIDER

CAMERON HOPKINS

MILITARY TEST FOR NEW 9mm PISTOL
EXCLUDES INNOVATIVE NEW DESIGNS

he military’s endless test for a new

9mm pistol plods along. Yawn. The
three contenders—Smith & Wesson, Ber-
etta and Ruger—are all still in the run-
ning and none of my sources know which
one is leading the pack, if in fact one is
emerging as better than the others.

Industry observers suspect that if all
three guns receive passing marks, the
Ruger P-85 has a distinct advantage in the
last phase. The final stage of the procure-
ment process, after testing, is the submis-
sion of bids. Low man wins.

The Ruger P-85 is the cheapest gun in
the test, and I don’t mean that as an insult.
It's inexpensive.

Bill Ruger is quick to point out that the
P-85 is the only Made In The USA gun in
contention. Perhaps he’s splitting hairs,
but it’s true that Beretta is owned by Ital-
ians and Smith & Wesson by Britishers.
However, all three guns are fabricated in
America.

Which do I think is the best gun for the
military? In my view, the best 9mm ser-
vice pistol isn’t even running—Glock.
Ironically, the military’s quest to modern-
ize its pistol eliminated the sophisticated
Glock by the army’s narrowly stringent
requirements.

The army insists on “‘double-action™
which it defines as “trigger cocking.” Un-
fortunately, the striker-fired Glock is nei-
ther double nor single-action, so
advanced is its mechanism. It is “*safe ac-
tion" according to Glock.

Incidentally, the Heckler & Koch
squeeze-cocking P-7 is also ineligible for
this ““modernization’ because it too
doesn’t have a 1930’s double-action
mechanism. Step aside, boys, progress
marches on.

The new Smith & Wesson catalog is ab-
solutely sensational, a bonanza of lavish
color photos and easy-to-read model de-
scriptions. One of my complaints of past
S&W catalogs has been the difficulty in
sorting out all the options available on the
40 different models.

But the new catalog’s color-coded
charts, one for each model, tells at a
glance that, for instance, a target hammer
is available on a Model 19 but not a Model
64. Best of all, this slick new catalog is free
by writing to S&W Marketing Division,
Dept. AH, 2100 Roosevelt Ave., Spring-
field, MA, 01102.

A few issues ago I mentioned the law-
suit filed by Beretta against General Mo-
tors over the use of the Beretta family
name for a car. A settlement has been
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reached in which GM will pay $500,000 to
the Beretta Foundation for Cancer Re-
search, plus legal fees. There is also a li-
censing agreement that allows GM to
continue to use the Beretta name for a car
model.

The most interesting new guns have an
annoying habit of cropping up from mail-
order “‘pay-now-gun-later’” companies.
We all remember the sad lament of the
Bren Ten.

So it’s my policy to withhold the name
and address of any “manufacturer” that
advertises pay-now-gun-later. Better to
wait and see a gun in the neighborhood
gunshop before forking over any cash.

With that caution in mind, check out
the Supreme auto pistol with interchange-
able calibers in .22 LR, 9mm, .38 Super,
.30 Luger and .45 ACP. The gun works
with a retarded blow-back action and fea-
tures a “solid cooling rib.” It resembles
the S&W Model 41 in that the barrel is
fixed to the frame while the slide recipro-
cates.

with a stainless 5906 slide on an alloy 5904
frame. (The 5906 is all-stainless; the 5904
is a carbon steel slide on an alloy frame.)

I understand the new .445 Super-Mag
revolvers are being shipped from Dan
Wesson, which is the good news. The bad
news is that brass is hard to find. The only
source of .445 brass is IHMSA, which
purchased a large quantity from Brass Ex-
trusion Laboratories. The word I get is
that the folks who run metallic silhouette
shooting at the IHMSA headquarters are
reluctant to sell brass if you didn’t buy
your Super-Mag directly from them in-
stead of at a gun shop.

The anti-gun forces are mounting a fu-
rious attack on your guns. This insidious
attempt to deny you “‘assault rifles” is but
the first step in a move to confiscate all
firearms, and guess which ones will be
next? Handguns!

If 20 round magazines are evil, how
long do you think it will take for 14 round
magazines to go? We shooters have never
before faced such a savage attack from the
anti-gunners. I ask you to do three things:

Write your state and national legisla-
tors and demand their vote to stop any
anti-gun bills. Make sure you tell your leg-
islators that you will remember their po-
sition on this issue when they run for re-
election.

Secondly, put your money where your
guns are. Send a donation to the NRA's
Institute for Legislative Action, 1600
Rhode Island Ave., NW, Washington,
DC 20036. The NRA helped defeat Du-

A company called P.S.M.G. is market-
ing the Supreme and claims that guns will
be available shortly through an exclusive
arrangement with distributor Lew Hor-
ton. I'll keep you posted.

The new four-digit pistols from Smith
& Wesson are multiplying. The latest ad-
dition is the Model 5903 which is basically
a crossbreed between the 5906 and 5904

kakis and a slew of other anti-gunners in
the last election, but this cost a lot of
money. The gun-grabbers latest ambush
comes when the coffers are low, so please
support the only group that’s fighting for
your rights.

Lastly, join the NRA. Hopefully this is
unnecessary; hopefully you're already a
member. If not, send a check today for
$20 to join the NRA at the same address
as above, except NRA Membership Divi-
sion instead of ILA.

Imagine our combined power— if each
of you reading this would just send $5 to
the ILA, America’s handgunners will
have contributed over $2 million. Like the

NRA says, together 1

we stand.
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EXEMPLAR The incredible accuracy of ANSCHUTZ
rifles now in a pistol.

Anschutz sets a new standard for handgun accuracy —and proves
it again with a factory certified 10-shot test target packed with
each Exemplar pistol.

Already proven superior in the field as an ideal small game
handgun, and on the range as the outstanding winner in
silhouette competition. America’s leading gun writers call the
Exemplar the new standard for unlimited class pistols.

A 5-shot repeater, the left-operating bolt handle lets you
quickly and easily load and eject without moving your right hand
from the stock grip. A mirror version is available for left hand
shooters.

Send $2.00 for the 1988 24-page Anschutz

catalog of rifles, pistols and accessories :

including 8 new firearms to: Since 1856
Anschutz P.O. Box 1776,

Westfield, MA 01086

Crisp 2-stage 9.85 oz. adjustable* trigger, slide safety. Anschutz
Match 64 action. Beautifully balanced European Walnut stock
has stipple checkered grip and forend. Exemplar available in
.22LR 10" and 14" barrels and .22 Hornet — all easily scopeable.
Holster and carrying case now available. Through better sporting
goods dealers everywhere.

*By certified gunsmith

< 1988 PSI-Anschutz




LadyChni
THE DIFFERENCE IS OBVIOUS

And we couldn’t think of any
reason why a woman should have to
adapt to a handgun designed for a
man. That’s why Smith & Wesson
developed the LadySmith series,
based on two years of research and
suggestions from more than 6,000
women.

Lightweight, forged for strength,
these compact .38 Special revolvers
are powerful--but not overpowering.
And, from slim rosewood or Goncalo
Alves stocks to reduced reach for
easier straight-through double action
trigger pull, they’ve been redefined to
fit a completely different "average"
hand.

Add the choice of two- or
three-inch barrel, frosted stainless or
blue finish, and a handsome
morocco-grained carrying/storage

case, and the result is four revolvers
that manage to be elegant without
losing any of their practicality.

The LadySmiths from Smith &
Wesson. Because a handgun should
fit the hand that’s actually going to
hold it.

Smith&Wesson
1-800-331-0852

For additional information about
safety, the LadySmiths, or a
dealer in your area, please

call between 8:00 am

and 5:00 pm ES.T.
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