




No other firearms manufacturer can match the winning tradition and legendary quality of Springfield Armory's gold medal family of pistols. 

1911-A1 PISTOL .38 Super and .45 ACP are also available, and dual extractors make 
It's a winner by any definition. The Springfield 1g11-A1 is the interchangability of calibers a reality. The Springfield OMEGA. It's 
choice of the world's top action shooters, including 1g88 World the "Perfect Ten". 
and National Champion Rob Leatham. Winners choose winners, NEW! 1911-A2 S.A.S.S. 
and the Springfield 1g11-A1 is "The Winners' Choice". Springfield's patented design for an affordable, single shot tack 
NEW! P9 DOUBLE ACTION PISTOL driver is the perfect choice for hunting or IHMSA shooting. With 
Springfield's pg is an exact double of the famed Czech CZ-75. With interchangeable barrels in eight different calibers and two different 
a high capacity sixteen-round magazine, slim profile grips, and a lengths, S.A.S.S. is the epitome of versatility. From steel rams to big 
selective double/single action that allows it to be carried "cocked horn sheep, S.A.S.S. is the perfect choice-all in one shot. 
and locked", the pg is "the best of the best". There's even a 
standard and a compact size. Want to be a winner at the gmm 
game? Say "Czechmate", and the game is yours. 
OMEGA 10MM PISTOL 
The Springfield OMEGA was the first production pistol capable of 
effectively handling high performance 10mm ammunition. Optional 

See the complete line of Springfield Armory's firearms, includ ing 
the M1A, SAR-48, and SAR-3 rifles, at any Authorized Springfield 
Retailer. Or, send $3 for our 1g8g four-color thirty-six page catalog. 

Safety and instruction manuals available form Springfield Armory. Always wear eye and • 
ear protection when using any firearms. Use only factory recommended ammunition. 

No other manufacturer can match 
Springfield's generous across-the­
board warranty and service after 
ttie sale. MK your Authonzed Spnng­
fleld Retailer for details. 

The Oldest Name In American Firearms 

~p ;)JlJ~jJ~!!) ~t;UJ!);) J@ 
Section SR-23 • 420 West Main Street • Geneseo, Illinois 61254 • (309)944-5631 
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TRAIN WITH THE BEST 
The $64.00 question 

What do shooters like Rob Letham, Jerry 
Barnhart, John Pride, Charles Grabbatin, 
Brian Enos and Chip McCormick have in 
common, besides winning a pistol match or 
two? They all train with PACT Championship 
Timers. Now let 's face it, these guys can 
have any timer they want. So maybe there 's 
a reason why they choose PACT, over all 
others, for their vital practice sessions. 

Why do I need a timer? 
Whether you are training for competition 

or self defense; if you are going to improve 
you 've got to keep track of the two elements 
of marksmanship that you· are striving to 
master: accuracy and speed. Would you 
consider practicing without a target? Of 
course not, because without a target you 
have no measure of your accuracy. By the 
same token , without a timer, you have no 
accurate measurement of your speed and no 
way to tell if a given technique is helping or 
hindering your progress. 

Of course shooting timers, like guns, are 
not created equal. A well designed shooting 
timer is an invaluable training aid which will 
dramatically improve your practice sessions. 
A poorly designed timer, with functions that 
are inconvenient or difficult to use, becomes 
nothing more than an expensive buzz box 
that distracts you from your shooting each 
time you use it. 
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The PACT MKlll featues an advanced 32 
character display instead of the four digit 
display commonly found on other timers and 
cheap alarm clocks (sorry guys, but facts are 
facts). This display allows the MKlll to display 
all of the information about a given shot (shot 
number, split time, total time) at a glance and 
eliminates the hassle of having to "toggle" 
back and forth between functions in order to 
review your shot string . 

Full function keypad 
Our 32 character display and 16 key 

keypad make the MKlll about as easy to use 
as your pocket calculator. For example to 

enter a "PAR TIME" of four seconds, simply 
push "PAR." the MKlll will ask you to 
"ENTER PAR TIME AND PRESS SET" so 
you push "4," " SET." Want to change it to 
six seconds? Push " PAR, " " 6, " " SET," it's 
that simple! 

A few of our features 
• A buzzer that's loud enough to hear 

with your earphones on 
• Sensitivity of shot detector is adjustable 
• Instant GO or adjustable fixed or 

random delay 
• 999.99 second time limit 
• Automatic Comstock function 
• Lap function 

Order Today 

TOLL FREE ... 800 PACT INC 
(in Texas 214-641-0049) 

By Phone: We are happy to answer 
your questions and take your order. We 
accept Visa, MC and COD orders. * 

PACT MKlll . ... . . . .... . . . ... $279 
CHRONO-MOD with Skyscreens 
(optional) . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $49 
Skyscreen Bracket 
(optional but nice) .. . . . . . . ... . . $24 
Battery Powered Printer ...... . $125 
Extra Printer Paper (6 rools) .. . . $12 
Extra Skyscreens . $15 each $25 pair 
Skyscreen Housings$2.50 each 4 for $9 

*Shipping & Insurance $4.50 UPS 
ground/$10 UPS 2nd day air. Extra 
shipping for bracket (separate package) 
$3 ground/$6 2nd day air. Bank service 
charge for VISNMC. COD fee $2. Write 
or call for foreign rates. Texas residents 
add appropriate sales tax. 

Brochure Available covering the PACT 
product line of shooting timers and 
chronographs, $1 .00. -----ff J =-~~ I - -
P. 0. Box 531525 
Grand Prairie, TX 75053 

• 9 Volt battery 
• Advanced training functions allow 

simulation of complex courses of fire 
• Two stop plate inputs. Man vs Man mode 

gives both shooters total times, who 
won and margin of victory. 

• Auxiliary output drives relay for horns, 
lights, moving targets , etc . 

• Drives optional battery powered printer 

$49.00 Chronograph 
"The finest Chronograph I have ever used" 

. . . Ross Seyfried 

By having the $49 CHRONO-MOD 
(skyscreens included) installed in your MKlll, 
you enable it to double as the best portable 
chronograph on the market. When operated 
as a chronograph, the MKlll performs all of 
the functions of the PACT Precision 
Chronograph and includes our new Glint 
Guard™ pat. pend. detection circuitry. In ad­
dition the MKlll will automatically calculate 
the power factor of each round fired . 

30 Day Money Back Guarantee 
We designed the MKlll, we build it, and we 

sell it factory direct to you. We take full 
responsibility for your satisfaction. If you are 
not 100% satisfied with any PACT product, 
return it to us undamaged (no fair driving over 
it) within 30 days, and we will refund your 
money. That's our promise and you can 
depend on it. 

Lifetime Warranty 
The MKlll features a real simple repair 

policy. If it breaks due to a defective part or 
faulty workmanship we'll fix it free. If you 
break it (people really have driven over them, 
ask Mickey Fowler) we will fix it for cost. No 
hassles and no questions asked. 

Shop Around & Call Us Last 
Before you buy a shooting timer take the 

time to do a little research . Call the different 
manufacturers and get their literature. 
Compare each timer feature for feature and 
watch out for bizarre operational limitations, 
like the inability to review shots when using 
a PAR time or the requirement for two 
machines to run a Man vs Man event . You'll 
find that dollar for dollar and feature for 
feature the PACT MKlll gives you more 
honest "bang for the buck" than any other 
shooting timer on the market. 

PACT, MKlll , CHRONO·MOO and GLINT GUARD are trademarks of Practical Applied Computer Technology, Inc. 
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Wherever you find yourself, it's comforting to find Bianchi's 
Sting by your side. The Sting. Lightweight concealment in 
soft padded glove leather with a new smooth-releasing spring 
action. All in Bianchi's classic ambidextrous design. 

For over 30 years, Bianchi International has crafted 
holsters for professionals. People who reiy 
on quality as if their lives depend on it. 

When you 're ready to make your move, 
make it with Bianchi. It's more than 
just a name. It's the choice of 
professionals the world over. 

Get your current , full-color Bianchi Catalog by sending $3 to Bianchi International, or get one 
FREE from your nearest authoriz.ed dealer - over 3,000 worldwide. 

Bianchi International 100 Calle Cartez, Dept. AH Temecula, CA 92390 
Toll-Free (800) 854-8545, In California Toll-Free (800) 826-8192 , In Hawaii and Alaska (714) 676-5621 
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The American Historical Foundation Presents ... 

THE Il·DAY COIMEMOBATIVE ~5 
The first, firing M1911Al .45 Pistol ever created to honor the brave Americans who 

served in World War II and the Normandy Invasion. 

"Accept nothing 
less than full 

victory!" 
General Dwight D. Eisenhower, 

6June1944 

0 peration Overlord. The Longest Day. The Nor­
mandy Invasion. It was a day unlike any the 
world had ever known- or will know again. 

Time has not dimmed the memories of 6 June 
1944. Now, in this, the 45th Anniversary year, we 
remember the valor of those brave Americans of 
World War II through this issuance of a special lim­
ited edition M1911Al .45 Pistol, the immortal sidearm 
of Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Marines. 

This is a special opportunity for Veterans and 
collectors, considering that the .45 is no longer the 
military issue sidearm, having been replaced by the 
smaller 9mm pistol. As the world's first firing hand­
gun ever issued to commemorate D-Day, you will not 
want to miss this historic opportunity. 

Strictly Limited Edition of 1000 
This is one of the most restricted edition limits 

ever issued and certainly one of the-if not the-rarest 
.45s ever created, your assurance of immediate collec­
tor and historical value. Each firearm in the edition is 
serially numbered from 0001 to 1000, with the prefix 
"ODAY" as a part of the serial number. 

If you-or a member of your family-served in 
World War II, you, in particular, will want to add this 
.45 to your collection. This combat service may not 
have included D-Day, but this invasion, to a large 
degree, determined the outcome of the War in Europe, 
which, in tum, influenced events in the War in the 
Pacific. So, this firearm is certainly appropriate in 
any World War II collection. 

24-Karat Gold Plating 
This is a museum-quality limited edition of 

historic significance. The slide and frame are 
mirror-polished and blued. Deeply etched across 
the presentation side are historical inscriptions 
flanked by scrolls reminiscent of the high rolling 
seas of 6 June 1944. These etchings are gold-gilt in­
filled in dramatic contrast. Ten components are 

plated in genuine 24-Karat Gold: the trigger, ham­
mer, slide stop, magazine catch, magazine catch 
screw, safety lock and four grip screws. 

The grips are custom made of ivory, combined 
with polymers for split resistance. Inset in both the 
right and left grip is a 24-Karat Gold plated cloi­
sonne medallion bearing the SHAEF (Supreme 
Headquarters Allied J;;xpeditionary force) insignia 
of the combined Allied military forces under General 
Eisenhower's command. 

To safely display your D-Day .45 you may reserve 
the optional, custom-designed American Walnut 
Display Case, lined in olive drab cloth. Suitable 
for wall mount, shelf or tabletop display, the case 
measures 14" x 8" x 3". The locking glass lid protects 

your investment from dust and unauthorized han­
dling. 

Each .45 is being made to full military specifica­
tions for this special commemorative edition by the 
firm of Auto-Ordnance Corporation, and fires the 
same .45 ACP ammunition made famous by our 
armed forces. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 
To reserve, call our Member Services staff at 

(804) 353-1812 or (800) 368-8080, or return ·!he reserva­
tion form. Satisfaction is guaranteed or return within 
30 days for a full refund. If you do not have a Federal 
Firearms License, the Foundation will coordinate 
delivery with you through your local firearms dealer 
after your reservation has been received here. If you 
do have an FFL, send a signed copy and your D-Day .45 
will be delivered directly to you. Due to the low 

©AHF1989 

M1911A1 .45 Automatic Pistol 
shown smaller than actual size. 

edition limit, prompt response is suggested to avoid 
disappointment. 

,- - - -'REsiRVAnoN- - - - - -
Please respond by 31January1990 

Sat isfaction Guaranteed or Return in 30 Days for Full Refund 
To: The American Historical Foundation . -... / , 

1142 West G race Street, D ept. G137 ~ . 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 \ ~ ·~ 
Telephone: (804) 353-1 812 · 
24 hours: (800) 368-8080 ~ 

Yes, I wish to reserve the firing, limi ted edi tion D-Day 
Commemorative .45 with 24-Karat Gold. I will also receive a 
Certi fi cate of Authenticity and membership in the Foundation. 
Satisfaction Guaran teed. 
0 My d eposit (or credit card authorization) of $95 is enclosed. 
0 Please D charge or D invoice the balance due ... 

Din fi ve equal monthly payments of $180. D in full . 

D Please also send the optional American Walnu t Display 
Case adding $1 19 to the final payment selected. 

D My payment in full is enclosed ($995 per gun; Display Case 
add $119). 

D Please personalize my Pistol,a t$29; p lease send the Engraving 
Request Form. 

Name .............. •.. 

Add ress 

Daytime Telephone (. . ) . 
For_Yisa, MasterCard_ or American ~xpress, please send account number, 
expiration date and signature. Virginia residents add 4.5% tax. 

G1 37 



lllumbug! 
How many times have you gotten up on 

Christmas morning, opened your present and 
found a new pair of socks, a necktie or maybe 
a new thermos jug that you really didn't need? 
You just grin, say thanks and sit back and wait 
fo r someone to open something interesting. 
The reason you don 't get something interesting 
is that you are so da rn hard to shop for, right? 
Well, Humbug! This year dare to be different 
tell 'em what you'd really like fo r Christmas! 

Take this ad and put it somewhere that your 
sweetheart will find it, on her ca r sea t, maybe 
her lingerie drawer or be real brave, the front of 
the refrigera tor! All she has to do is ca ll us toll­
free at 1-800-421-7632 and the boys at Dillon 
will do the rest. We have reloading presses and 
accessories to fit your budget and we won't try 
to sell her something you don't need. We'll 
help her with the calibers and other technical 
stuff and just in case it isn't right we'll take it 
back or exchange it . So you see you don' t need 
to have another boring Christmas present, but 
you need to do something about it or sure as 
hell you 'll wind up with a new set of Taiwan 
screwdrivers. -

The Dillon RL550B $259.95 -
Factory Direct (Less Dies) 

The world 's most versa tile progressive re-
loader. The RL550B will reload over 120 differ- Until 
ent rifle and pistol calibers, a task made easy by 
our uniqu e removable toolhead, allowing you 
to change calibers without adjusting dies. Com­
plete with a match accurate powder measure, 
the RL550B wi ll produce qual.ity reloads in 
excess of 750 rounds per hour! Factory direct, 
30 day money back guarantee, lifetime war­
ra nty! 

Dillon Progressive 
Reloading Die Sets 

Dillon's tapered pistol carbide sizing die 
guarantees that your bullets will always be 
tight. Our super seating dies have a large "open 
radius" entrance. Starting bullets has never 
been easier. Accu-crimping takes the mystery 
out of how much crimp is enough. $39.95 in 
38 / 357,45ACP, 9MM,44MAG, 45Colt, 41MAG, 
380, 38 Super, lOMM, 223, 308 and 30-06. 

Precision Rifle Case Gages 
Quickly determines the correct case dimen­

sions for the fo llowing rifle cases. 223, 308 and 
30-06 at $14.95 each. 

Dillon Electric Case Trimmer 
Case trimming has always been the most 

unpleasant part of reloading. The RT1200B 
takes the work out by simultaneous sizing and 
trimming cases. Available in 223, 308 or 30-06 
at $125.00. 

now, re-us­
ing military 
brass with 
its crimped 
in primers 
has been a 
slow and 
un ce rt a in 
task. The 
Dillon solu­
tion is a re­
markable simple device that allows you to 
swage the primer pocket with speed and ease. 
$45.00 complete for large and small primers. 

The Dillon Eliminator 

When Dillon Precision decided to market 
a reloading scale, we had three requirements: 
1. It had to be accurate (to 1 / 10 of a grain), 2. 
It had to be easy to use, 3. It had to be a quality 
product at a reasonable price. 

We went to you the reloader, to choose a 
design. You chose the Dillon Eliminator. This 
precision instrument eliminates the guess work 
by a simple three poise balance beam. Easy to 
use for the novice, precision accuracy for the 
professional. Factory direct $39.95. 

Magnum FL2000 
Designed by re loaders who know the limits 

of the competition's machines. The new Dillon 
FL 2000 Vibratory Cartridge Case Cleaner 
outshines the competition. It is the largest by 

fa r, with a 12 1/ 2 quart volume at.full load. It 
does 1300 38 / 357 or 550 30-06 cases per hour. 
Not only is our capacity greater, but our mo­
tors are larger in horsepower, internally cooled, 
thermally protected, and turn on precision ball 
be<1 rings. This is no "hobby" machine. The 
bowl and frame are high impact ABS material 
over 1I 4 inch thick. $139.95 factory direct. 

New SFCC90 

The answer to "how many have I loaded?" 
This simple to install industrial counter keeps 
track of how many rounds you've loaded, works 
on all Dillon presses or any standard crimp 
(only) die at $24.50. 

Warranty 
All Dillon Precision products come with a 

lifetime warranty. If something breaks, we'll 
fix it free for as long as you own it! All Dillon 
products are sold with a money back 30 day 
trial period, no questions asked guarantee! 

ORDER NOW 
Call us TOLL FREE. A member of our 

staff will be glad to take your order. Please 
have your Visa or Master Card ready when 
you call. If you prefer we will ship C.O.D. 
cash with no extra C.O.D. charge. All 
presses are shipped freight paid within the 
continental U.S. (except APO's) All other 
orders are subject to shipping/handling 
fee. Call Toll Free: 1-SG0-421-7632 •• In 
Arizona: 602-948-8009 

Write for free Catalog & Newsletter Mem­
bership. 

• • 
~ I 

l) rec1s1on 
I 
I Products, Inc. 

7442 E. Butherus Dr. 
Scottsdale, AZ 85260 



SPEAK OUI' 

The Russians Are Coming, 
The Russians Are Coming 

Has anyone noticed how rapidly the 
"orchestrated" assault ban swept the 
country? The media and certain politi­
cians across the national scene had it all 
in a package almost overnight. 

The assault ban package was being 
prepared and coordinated as far bask as 
two years ago, including the media. 

Sen. Howard Metzenbaum (D., Ohio), 
who has spearheaded the anti-gun forces 
on capitol hill , is a member of the Nation­
al Lawyers Guild, a communist front 
group. 

According to Guild vice president 
John Quigley, " As an anti-imperialist 
organization, its (the Guild 's) aim is to 
aid national struggles and to aefeat the 
ruling in this country." 

Metzenbaum is sure trying to do his 
share via gun control. 

Yes , we have others on capitol hill 
who are in congress and the senate and 
are dedicated to communism. Rep. 
Crockett (D., Mich.) has been a longtime 
communist since the early Fifties. Sen. 

Alan Cranston (D., Calif.), John Conyers 
(D., Mich.) and Ron Dellums (D. , Calif.) 
are fellow travellers. 

Yes, and there are more on the scene 
in congress. They are in a conspiracy to 
disarm the masses of the United States, 
for obvious reasons. 

Much of the above information was 
obtained from "The McAluany Intelli­
gence Advisor" of Phoenix , Ariz. and 
"The Spotlight" of Washington, DC. 

Walter Nimmo 
Las Vegas, Nev. 

Ubertarians Are Pro-Gun 
While both Democrats and Republi­

cans are flip-flopping on the gun issue, 
Libertarians are the only ones adamantly 
on our side. Probably you should consid­
er giving them a free page in each issue 
of your magazine. 

This would accelerate the formation of 
the "Third Party" and would send a 
strong message to both Democrats and 
Republicans. 

Guiseppe Bonomi 
Houston, Texas 

Pen Pal Wanted 
Let me start off by saying that I think 

American Handgunner is the best hand­
gun publication in the world. 

I live in South Africa and enjoy every 
issue of American Handgunner. Well , I 
don't want to take up too much of your 
time, so I'll get to the point. I would very 
much like to correspond with American 
hunters and gun nuts like myself. 

I hope that I will hear from you as 
soon as possible. Thank you for taking 
the time and effort. 

Gerrit Steyn 
P.O. Box 1665 
Springs 1560 

Republic of South Africa 

Versatile RCBS Die 
Just a quick note on John Taffin's Ta/­

fin Tests on the .45 Auto Rim (Sept/Oct 
'89). Mr. Taffin states that to properly roll 
crimp the .45 AR, you'll need a .45 AR 
seat/crimp die. 

However, a look in my RCBS .45 
ACP seat die shows a crimping shoulder. 
A test run of .45 AR rounds shows that it 
works quite well. 

A visit to Mack's Sport Shop here in 
Kodiak revealed that all RCBS seat dies 
have this feature. It seems somebody was 
thinking ahead down in Oroville when 
this die was designed. 

Just add an inexpensive shell holder 
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(#8) and you're all set. 
Thanks, RCBS. And thank you, John 

Taffin , for the good data on a neglected 
member of the .45 caliber family. 

Karl E. Berggren 
Kodiak, Alaska 

A Pastor's Perspective 
Traditionally, Christianity in America 

has taught us that to own and learn to use 
a gun is wrong and sinful. This is incor­
rect. 

In Luke 22:36, Jesus commanded hi s 
disciples to buy a "sword" and if you can­
not afford one, "sell your cloak and pur­
chase one." 

Now many spineless cowards (pastors, 
theologians , televangelists, etc.) will 
claim that in the aforementioned verse, 
Jesus meant to purchase a Bible, not an 
actual sword. This statement is what 
manure is made from! In 33 AD, there 
were no completed Bibles and no Bibles 
were to be printed and bound for approxi­
mately 15 centuries. 

Jesus Christ clearly told his disciples 
to own a "sword" for self-defense when 
"turning the other cheek" and reasoning 
does not work against the attacker! 

Well , in 33 AD Jerusalem , a sword 
was the state-of-the-art in self-defense 
and today it is a gun. Yet today, as tech­
nology produces better weapons (Glocks, 
AR-15 s, Uzi's, etc.), we must arm our­
selves accordingly to counter effectively 
the advanced weapons of the criminal 
element. 

To own a gun and learn how to shoot 
is not a " lack of faith." Today America is 
faced with Godless enemies who put the 
same value on human life as a fast-food 
package. It is time that we wake up, and 
fast, before the eag le is replaced with a 
red star and sickle. Before our Bibles are 
lit aflame and our constitutional rights 
something out of ancient history. 

How true the old statement, "The only 
thing worse (more evll) than lawbreakers 
are lawmakers." 

Pastor Henry Walther 
Philadelphia, Penn. 

Death By Stepladder 
On October 2, 1989, Stephanie 

Ramos , manager of a retail store in New­
bury Park, Calif., was brutally attacked 
and beaten to death in her store by a 
"transient" wielding a stepladder. 

I am waiting for our stalwart legisla­
tors in Sacramento, specifically those two 
defenders of Citizens In Spite Of Them­
selves, Reps. Roberti and Roos, to draft 
legislation which would outlaw "assault 
ladders." 

Clearly the dangers of assault ladders 

Continued onpage 12 
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Please mail by February 28, 1990. 
The Franklin Mint I Franklin Center, PA 19091 

Please enter my order for "Spirit of the Sioux," to be 
handcrafted in fine imported porcelain and hand­
painted. When my sculpture is ready, I will be billed for 
a deposit of $39.* And then in 4 monthly installments of 
$39.* each, after shipment. 

•Plus my stale sales la.1: and a total of SS. 
for shipping and handling. 

Signature 

Name 
• LL OROERS ARE SU BJEC T TO " CCE PTANCE 

PLEASE PR I NT CLE AR LY 

Address_ 

City, State, Zip 
11655-101 

A Franklin Mint Exclusive · 



What to 
Loolc for 
in a .Grip 
Look for legendary strength, 
because only Pachmayr grips are 
made with steel inserts. Look for 
the ability to soak up recoil , 
because only Pachmayr gives 
you shock-absorbing Neoprene® 
rubber. Look for that classic 
good looking finish. that superb 
grip-ability that never varies in 
hot or cold weather-so it's a lot 
harder to jerk a gun from your 
grasp. And only Pachmayr has 
full wrap-around grips for semi­
auto pistols. In other words, 
look for that distinctive Pachmayr 
brass medallion. Your symbol for 
reliable service. the finest quality, 
superb value. and the grips you 'll 
be proud to own! 

See your retailer or order 
direct. Call us toll-free at 1-800-
423-9704 (outside Calif. only; 

in Calif. call 1-818-357-7771 ). 

~h~ 
1875 S. Mountain Ave., Dept.AH-I 

Monrovia. CA 91 01 6 
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Continuedfi·om page I 0 
outweigh their legitmate sporting pur­
pose. 

The only thing that would have saved 
Stephanie Ramos is if she had exercised 
her Second Amendment rights and kept a 
defensive firearm at her store. 

I hope that other decent, law abiding 
citizens can learn from Miss Ramos ' trag­
ic death- buy a gun, join the NRA! The 
NRA defends the right of honest citizens 
to keep and bear arms and works for 
stricter punishments for criminals. 

Oh yes, one last thing: let 's send this 
"transient" Rossano Barin Santoni! to the 
gas chamber as quickly as possible. 

Timothy Curtiss 
Ventura, Calif. 

Madder Than Hell 
I am writing about one of your ads in 

American Handgunner (Nov/Dec 1989) 
using a picture of a semi-nude woman to 
sell gun care products . I find it obnox­
ious, offensive and degrading. 

It also makes me madder than hell. It 's 
also irresponsible. 

You have a pretty good , responsible 
magazine with good articles on responsi­
ble use of firearms. In this same issue, 
you even have an article on the .38 Spe­
cial "LadySmith" for use by women for 
protection. 

You al so have good coverage of 
matches with women participating. You 
have other ads showing women as real 
people, not sex objects. 

On the one hand , you encourage 
women to protect themselves , then you 
turn around and show them as objects of 
sexploitation. Clean up your act! 

Stop using ads that connect sex with 
gun s . And stop exploiting women as 
objects of this stupidity. You have control 
over your ads and what they look like. 
You can set criteria. Please do so respon­
sibly. 

My husband and I both read and enjoy 
your magazine. We are both shooters 
ourselves and hunters. Joe is the one who 
brought the ad to my attention (he got the 
magazine first) and said he was writing to 
you because he found that ad highly 
offensive. 

One thing for sure, we will not be 
using that ad's product. If that type of ad 
continues to show up in your magazine, 
we may not be reading it either. 

Ellen Galligan 
Big Timber, Mont. 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER WELCOMES 
letters to the editor of no more than 350 words . 
They must include the wrder's lull nome and 
address and be fypewfltten letters may be edited 
lor purposes of clarify or space Editor 

Accessory 
Target! 

I G>•.....--__I__ 
- 1- ---.- I 

11/ f~1 
~r~ 1~ .1 7 4t/ I I_!~;-~~ 
Unique Target 

9 targets in 1 
• Bright color. Easy shot location. 

• Graduated reticle sight- in bars. 

• Circular pistol rings. 

• 4 Silhouette targets. 

• 2 confinnation targets. 

• Optical clarity resolution bars. 

• 2 Dog be Gone" Liars targets. 
Item TGT 0010 10 ea. $3.97 

STOP 
Thumbusting! 

14rounds 
for Ruger 
MKl&ll*. 
$14.97 
Item MAK1214 

.12 rounds 
for Browning 
Buckmark, 
Challenger II, 
and Ill. $12.97 
Item MAB1312 

• Easy Loading... , 
No More Sore 
Thumbs! 

•A registered 

trademark of 

Sturm-Ruger & 

Co., Inc. 

Many-oilier ftems-are -aV'ailabfe~ inciiidfni ihe -
·x· -Press Loader for loading 9mm pistol 
mags. Call 800-888-0375 /(303) 279-0899 
for free 1990 catalog and order information. 

~ RAM-LINE: INC. 
V ~ Suite 12Hl0, 15611W. 6th Ave. 

Golden CO 80401 
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Pure brilliance. 
A fantasy in crystal and silver. 

In the tradition of great crystal sculpture ... an 
original work of art by the internationally­
renowned sculptor James Carpenter, whose 
works have been exhibited at the Smithsonian 
and leading museums throughout the world. 
Each piece is personally hand-signed by the 

© 1990 FM 

artist. Like a mountain of sparkling ice, your 
sculpture is alive with the magic of full-lead 
crystal. The three polar bears are in sterling 
si lver. And the combination is dazzling! Each 
imported sculpture is crafted of hand-gathered 
crystal and is hand-polished. $135. 

Crystal Caper exclusively from The Franklin Mint. 

The Franklin Mint ORDER FORM 
Franklin Center, Pennsylvania 19091 

Please enter my order for "Crystal Caper" by James 
Carpenter, to be crafted expressly for me in full-lead 
crys tal and sterling silver. 

I need send no money now. Please bill me $33. 75* 
when my sculpture is ready to be sent, and the balance 
in three equal monthly installments of $33. 75* each, 
after Shi ptnent_. *Plus 111) .~fate safe.~ tax wui a total 

of $3. for sh ippin~ arid handling. 

Signature 
All OADER S "R E S UBJE C T TO .lCC EPTAN CE 

Mr/Mrs/Miss 

Address 

City 

State/Zip 

Please mail by February 28, 1990. 
Limit of one sculpture per person. 

85423-171 



VIDEO 
REVIEW 

Fast and Fancy Shooters, starring Ed 
McGivern , Bill Jordan, Herb Parsons ; 
produced by Col. Rex Applegate; 75 
minutes; VHS; color and B&W. 

T 
o paraphrase Crocodile Dundee, 
"Now this is a video!" The most 
entertaining and informative 
shooting video this reviewer has 

ever had the pleasure to critique, Fast 
and Fancy Shooters is a fascinating look 
back at the bygone days of exhibition 
shooting by the greatest handgunners , 
riflemen and shotgunners of all time. 

The highlight of the 75 minute video 
is never-before -seen footage of the 
famous Ed McGivern performing some 
amazing tricks with his double-action 
Smith & Wesson revolvers. The black 
and white film of McGivern shows him 

The legendary Ed McGivern displays 
his phenomenal speed shooting with 
a revolver in "Fast and Fancy" video. 

OGLESBY & OGLESBY 
GUNMAKERS, INC. 

Gun Shown -
Witch Doctor Prototype 

Featuring (IRS) Internal Recoil Suppression And 
The Self Adjusting Port The Witch Doctor Is "Bad Medicine 
In The Hands Of The Right Man" -For Inquiries On 
Availability And Specifications, Call Or Write: 

Oglesby & Oglesby Gunmakers, Inc. 
R.R. #5, Springfield, IL. 62707 (217) 487-7100 Fax: (217) 487-7980 ______ __, 

B.A.T. 
Professional Custom Pistols and Accessories 

WHEN QUALITY AND RELIABIL Y MEANS WINNING: 
Su88ested Re1ai1 

B.A.T. (Full-House) Pro·Series I Match Pistol Includes: $999. 
95 • Spr ingfield Armory 191 1 Type pistol 45 ACP 

• B.A.T. Ul tra-Com p I CompensJtor •Ambidextrous Thumb Safety Plus Sh · s 
• S:V." Match stainless steel Bbl and bushing • Combat Tri gger 'PPing 

• B.A.T. Ultra-Match Hammer • Pachmayr Rubber Grips • 
• Wide Grip Safety • Ck Mainspri ng housing w/mag·guide 

B.A.T. ULT RA-COMP Ill 
COMPENSATOR KIT: 
• Govl. 45 ACP 

B.A.T. ULTRA-COMP I 
COMPENSA TOR KIT: 
•Govt. 45 ACP 

, 55 if 
• 5-%" M.iitch B.iirrel 
• Full-Profile Compens.iitor 
• Full length sp ring guide 

: ~~:·~i~a~~e~~~e! Loctite ;;; •••E:. 
•Suggested Retail 5189.95 

• Bushing wrench & loctile 
•Suggested Ret.iiil 5299.95 ----- ..... / ...... 

I B.A.T. ULTRA-MATCH HAMMER \ 
HIGI JEST QUALITY 

\ WORMANSHIP I 
' Suggested Rc1.it1 s2a. 95 ,; ...... __ .--

,,---- ...... 
/e.A.T. ULTRA-COMP COMPENSATOR\ 

\ 

Bushing Replacemeni Corn·p 
for the 1911 Ty1>e P1~1ol J 

' Suggested Rei.id S69.95 ,, 
...... ___ __ 

BAT Pro-Series V Super Match Pistol Full-Profile Twrn-Port Compensator System 
FRANK GARCIA-Master U S. (l.P S.C) Team Member 

q')O THE BAT PRO SERIE'> V PISTOL WILL MAKE THE DIFFERENCE IN 1990 
f0\l \ BETTER ACCURACY TECHNOLOGIES, CORP. 

NlY' P .O. Box 55-8266 • Miami. Florida 33255-8266 • (305) 688-0262 
DEALERS INQUIRIES WELCOME 

firing his revolver so fast that even the 
slo-mo feature of the video player has 
trouble capturing the speed of this phe­
nomenal handgunner. 

You ' ll see McGivern fire his Smith at 
the unbelievable rate of 600 rounds per 
minute, which works out to I 0 shots a 
second or the s ix-shot contents of his 
cylinder in an amazing six-tenths of a 
second! This sort of speed shooting has 
to be seen to be appreciated! 

But there 's more to this historical look 
at exhibition shooting than just handguns. 

Marvel at Winchester 's showman 
shooter Herb Parsons as he fires a pump­
action .22 rifle at hi s own empty cases 
flying from the gun. Herb first fires at 
one aerial target and then pumps the little 
rimfire rifle in such a manner as to eject 
the tiny hull from the gun. Then he hits it 
in mid-air! He pumps and hits the flying 
brass just as fast as the gun cycles! 

Ad Topperwein is another exhibition 
shooter who demonstrates simply uncan­
ny gun handling and aerial shooting. 
There's the entire Remington team of 
trick shooters who dazzle and amaze with 
such tricks as shooting accurately by aim­
ing through a mirror, hitting multiple 
aerial targets and shooting upside down. 

Legendary lawman Bill Jordan is fea­
tured in a vintage film made by the NRA. 
Watch the "fast man with the slow drawl" 
draw and hip-shoot an aspirin tablet! See 
for yourself as he begins his draw with a 
ping pong ball on the back of his hand 
and then whips the gun from his Border 
Patrol holster and shoots the ping pong 
ball before it hits the ground. 

This incredible shooting video is 
assembled from the collection of hi stori­
cal film footage of another legendary 
shooter himself, Col. Rex Applegate. 
You'll see some of Col. Applegate ' s 
extensive collection of rare and historic 
handguns in the opening of this video. 

The narrator of Fast and Fancy 
Shooters exp lains that it wasn ' t all that 
long ago that a shooting exhibition was 
an extremely popular spectator event 
drawing families for an enjoyable Sunday 
afternoon of rec reation . Kids would 
aspire to be fast and fancy shooters like 
men such as Gus Peret, Herb Parsons, Ed 
McGivern and Bill Jordan. 

Sadly, today the shooting sports and 
the recreat ional use of firearms have 
somehow become tainted in the eyes of 
the public. 

But the glorious days when guns were 
unquestionably respectable and when a 
shooting gallery was the most popular 
attraction at the county fair are preserved 
in thi s fascinating look at the greatest 
showmen-shooters of all time. 

Fast and Fancy Shooters is available 
only on VHS format for $59.95 postpaid 
from: Wells Creek Knife and Gun 
Works, Dept. AH, 32956 State Hwy. 38, 
Scottsburg, OR 97473. 

Cameron Hopkins 
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automatic in the world! A Full 8" 
in O.D., gun metal black, and 
440 ° SIS. Flawless front opening 
action. $14.95 

MODEL # t 20M CLASSIC 
FULL AUTO,. Handcrafted of the 
finest SIS, brass and micarta. Nine 
inches of lightning fast side snap­
ping action. An incredible knife. In 
pearl, blue, black or white. 
$29.95 

honed SIS. Eight inches of hand 
rubbed brass and rosewood . Sleek 
and silent. St 9. 95 

MODEL #860 STEAL TH FULL 
AUTO,. A molecular alloy steel 
blade leaps out on command from 
a grip of high impact mil-spec ABS 
resin. Eight and a half inches and 
the favorite for those who insist on 
traveling light. $23. 95 

·Attn. Collectors and Sportsmen: Though legal in parts form, in certain areas the com­
pletion of these kits may violate certain laws. Please check your area before ordering or 
assembling, as compliance with any such law is the purchaser's responsibility. 

Gldllliibllllft.~ lmmedlltely rush me: · 
D--'-'181.al14.81 _,.. 0 __n111t Stt.81 _,.. • 

- Qty. • :.-.-f1IOll • at.81 each o QiJ.""neo at•·• each 

~"" -
~-----·-------
City. St Zip ___ _ 
rm over eighteen: ;;...;.x _______ _ 

Add $2.00 shipping and insurance per kit. 
0 9eckor M.O. Total amount:$ ___ ._ 
0 VlsalMC II EXP __ 

Only Edge Company Knives Are Guaranteed Forever 

THE EDGE COMPANY P.O. BOX 826 BRATTLEBORO, VT. 05301 1-800-445-1 021 



NO BANG • NO SMOKE • NO DANGER 
The TARGET RANGER cartridge is 100% safe and 

works exactly like live ammo. When the hammer falls, the 
electronic circuitry inside the cartridge generates an 
infrared light pulse sending it down the barrel and out 
through the Jens assembly. The target senses the beam and 
lights up to register a hit. 

TARGET RANGER's adjustable light beam cartridge 
enables you to practice trigger squeeze, sight alignment, 
bulls-eye and combat techniques at a variety of different 
levels. The generated beam can be adjusted to diameters of 
I", 2.5", 5" or 7.5" at the 25 foot range. Each cartridge 

delivers a minimum of 50,000 
"' shots and never needs batteries. 

Standard 
Model 
includes 
a target that 
lights up to register 
a hit and has a sug­
gested retail price of$195.00. 

There 's no wear or damage 
to your gun and no need for 
ear protectors. Practice as 
long as you want-minutes or 
hours-at home or at the 
office, without traveling to 
the range or the expense of 

• 
ammunition and targets . 

Consider the possibilities: 
• Hunters and recreational 
shooters: skill-building fun 
and games. 
• Competition shooters: work 
away fractions of a second 
that means being "IN THE 
MONEY". 
• Law enforcement and secu­

rity: extra practice for the edge that keeps you "on-duty". 
Each TARGET RANGER system includes the adjustable 

cartridge, lens assembly and target in a durable carrying 
case. Calibers include 9mm, .38/.357 and .45 ACP. 

• •• 

Add to your practice session with the new 12 and 20 
gauge shotgun shells that can be used with either 

Standard or Professional 
TARGET RANGER 

system. 

Professional 
Model 

includes a new 
advanced tar­
get with audible 

and visual hit 
indicators, response 
timer, rapid firing 

detection, an A.C. 
adapter and other 

selectable features and 
has a suggested retail price of 

$395.00. 

For more information about TARGET RANGER contact your local dealer or write: 

For immediate orders or assistance call 1-800-274-2769 Dept.___Ati::L 
30 Industrial Park Drive 
Centerbrook, CT 06409 



GUN LEGISl.Al'ION THE NRA REPORT 

WAYNE LAPIERRE 

TELEVISION PROPAGANDA l'WISTS 
FACTS ABOUT GUN OWNER RIGHTS 

T 
elev ision news and entertainment 
programming is aiming to under­
mine your right to own firearms. 
If yo u d on ' t be li eve th a t , yo u 

must live in a hut in the Himalayas, or be 
one of the handful of Americans without 
access to TV. 

Te lev is ion 's hit li st strikes close to 
home for th ose of us who ha ve gun s. 
Hunting, for one, draws the medium 's ire. 
Handguns for sport or self-defense? Our 
self-imposed ne twork censors say it 's a 
sin . 

Long guns, short guns, semiautos­
few if any too ls of the shootin g sports 
escape their condemnation nowadays. 

Our constitutionall y protected ri ghts 
have been judged immoral by media crit­
ics who can' t even keep their own house 
in ord e r. The ir s impl e-minded a ttac ks 
would be easy to shrug off, except for one 
thing: These messages enter millions of 
American homes. 

Too many gun owners fail to reali ze 

th at a vast segment of o ur popul ation 
accepts TV promoted anti-gun propagan­
da as the gospel. These people don ' t own 
guns, don ' t know anythin g about guns 
and are therefore easily upset by the scare 
and hate tactics presented by TV. 

Furthermore , they vote. You can bet 
your favorite target pi stol that anti-gun 
legislators joyfull y endorse TV 's anti-gun 
attacks. We firearms owners are approxi­
m ate ly 70 million stron g, but is th a t 
enough? 

Anti-gun news programming and anti­
gun slurs injected into prime time enter­
tainment are worth millions, even billions 
of dollars in free advertising. Groups like 
the Coalition to Ban Handguns and Hand­
gun Control , Inc. reap these free benefits 
while law-abiding gun owners lose. 

We can counter with our own ads, if 
and when we can find networks willing to 
acce pt th e m. And th e n we mu s t pa y 
through the nose for these littl e scraps of 
time. 

A C~Ctllll1\'l
1 

Yet Dan Rather can appear be fore a 
huge cross section of the prime time pub­
lic and degrade our rights without batting 
an eye. Ethi ca ll y, he sho uldn ' t. No r 
should a TV series script writer literall y 
hurl darts at the NRA . 

But in the heat of the ongoing gun fra­
cas , ethics have been flun g out the win­
dow. Somehow, we have to fight back. 

Pro -S eco nd Am e ndm e nt g roup s 
including the RA are taking the media 
to task. And , if necessary, we will take 
them to court. But litigation is an agoni z­
ingly slow process and time is the one 
thing we can' t afford to give away. 

So what are our options? The Consti­
tution should not be undermined by fad­
di st philosophy shared by a handful of 
media e lite. We ' ve attempted to reason 
with these people, but they won ' t be per­
suaded. In fac t, they won ' t even li sten. 
Yet they do have an Achill es' heel. 

Start tugging at their purse strings and 
you ' ll get a response. No network pro­
gramming ex ists without sponsorship. A 
threatened boycott of these adve rti sers 
will brin g the mos t ada mant anti-gun 
media types to the negotiating table. 

Here's what you can do . If you wit­
ness anti-gun programming, jot down the 
time, th e date, the station , the network 
and the names of adverti sers. You might 
a lso note the particul ars of the content s 
you found offensive. 

Send them to us, in care of the Nation-

\Y.I C~C)llNl~ll SEND FOR FREE.CATALOG NOW 

COMBAT CORNER CUSTOM PARTS AND ACCESSORIES 
Extended Speed Safety (BISS) ... $15 .95 
Commander Hammer (SS) ....... $23.95 
Match Extractor .......... . . .. . .. $16.95 
Extended Ejector . . ... $15.95 

Specify .38 Superl.45 
Extra Thick .45 Mag Pads ..... $1 .50 

Black, checkered neoprene 

Shooting Star Mags 
.45 . .. $24.00 .38 .. . $29.00 
Wilson #251 .38 Super Mag ... $28.95 

Extended Magazine Release 
Assembly . . ............ . ..... $21 .95 
SS Catch add $4 .00 

Extended Magazine Button 
& Screw . . . . . . ... . . $9.95 
Specify BISS 

Quickloader Magazine Well ..... $6 .00 

Dealer prices on all COMBAT CORNER 
products and WILSON PRODUCTS. 
Send FFL. 

NEW ... SWENSON AMBI W/THUMBSHIELD-IMPROVED-$70.00 

Ernie Hills New Holster ... ................ $95.00 
Safariland Final Option Holster ...... $80.00 
Ern ie Hill 666F Fender Holster .......... $84 .00 
Ernie Hill 1DM Double Mag Pouch ...... . $36.00 
Ern ie Hill #134 Competition Belt . . . . .. . .. $50.00 
Breskovich Advantage Grip System . . .. .. $51 .00 
Swenson Ambidextrous Safety . ......... $48.50 
Wilson Beaver tail Grip Safety (BISS) ..... $22.95 
King #206 Wide Spur Grip Safety (BISS) .. $25.00 
Wilson LE-K Compensator Kit (.45) .. $250.00 
Clark Pinmaster Compensator (.45) ..... $270.00 
Clark 6 " Steel .45 Barrel .. .. ........... $130.00 
Wichita Combat Rear Adjustable Sight ... $60.00 

Bomar BMCS Rear Sight . . . . . . .$59.00 
Wilson SS Competition .45 8 rd Mag ..... $25.95 
Wilson SS Competition .45 7 rd Mag ..... $22 .95 
Mag Pack .45 8 rd .45 Mag . . . ... ........ $23.95 
Mag Pack 8 rd .45 Mag Kit ............... $8 .25 
Wilson Shok Buff Washer . . .. . ........... $1 .00 
Wilson Commander Hammer. . .. $24.95 
Wilson Extended Combat Ejector ........ $20.95 
Wilson Adjustable Trigger .. .. . . ......... $16.50 
Wilson Match Quality Extractor . .... .. .. . $16.95 
Shaw SPEED-E-LOAD Magwell (BISS) . . . $26.00 
" I SHOOT HOSTAGES" Halpin .. . $4.25 
Smith & Alexander Magwell ..... .. ......... .. $67.00 
Ed Brown Beavertail Grip Safety . . . . . . .$29.00 

Check, Money Order, Mastercard, 
Visa & COD Orders Accepted 

Phone Orders: Mon-Fri 4-10 EST 

Add 1°0 Per Order 
For Shipping 

NY State 
Residents 
Add 70/o Sales Tax 

Jim: 
(716) 672·4218 
Mike: 
(716) 627·3762 

Order & Payment to: Combat Corner, R.D. #1, 9518 Rt. 60, Fredonia, NY 14063 
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ALL-NEW Sierra 
3rd Edition Reloading 
Manuals Available NOW ! 
Sierra Bullets proudly 
announces its All-New 3rd 
Edition Reloading Manuals . 
These are by far the most 
advanced, easiest-to-use 
reloading manuals ever 
published. 
Two Separate Volumes 
Not all shooters load for rifle 
and handgun. With Sierra, 
you can choose separate vol­
umes or, if you like, get both. 

Only Sierra's manuals have 
lay-flat 3-ring binders so pages 
stay flat and easy to read at the 
bench. And when you work 
up a page of custom loads data, 
you can eas ily insert it right 
into the section where it 
belongs. 
HANDGUN MANUAL 
We've added listings for 
XPlOO and Contender pistols 
and TCU cartridges ... part of a 
new single-shot section. The 
manual covers the 
latest loads for 
l Omm Auto, .445 
Super Mag, and 
Accurate powders. 
There are articles on 
reloading for 

competition and hunting from 
·uch recognized experts as 
David Bradshaw, Rick 
Jamison, J.D. Jones, and Rob 
Leatham. 
RIFLE MANUAL 
Here you' ll find updated loads 
information with new powder 
listings and a wealth of inside 
tips from the likes of T ed 
Almgren, Gary Anderson, Earl 
Chronister, Skip Gordon, Bill 
McDonald, Bob Milek, Larry 
Moore, David Tubb, and our 
own "Bulletsmith Emeritus," 
Martin J. Hull. 
Available NOW! 
See your shooting sports 
retailer or order direct. Just 
call us toll-free at 

1 .. soo .. 22J .. 8799. 
Available in the U.S.A. and 
Canada, 7am to 4pm, Pacific Time 

10532 S. Painter Ave., 
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 

al Rifl e Association, Institute for Legisla­
ti ve Action, 1600 Rhode Is land Ave, 
N.W., Was hin gton, D.C. 20036. We ' d 
love to have a tape of the anti-gun seg­
ment if you can capture it on video. 

Thus armed, we' ll appeal directly to 
the spon sors. Because of the intricate 
nature of purchas in g TV comm erci a l 
time, oftentimes these companies are not 
aware they are promoting anti-gun mes­
sages. We will make them aware. 

No corporation in its ri ght mind wants 
to offend 70 million Americans who not 
only own guns, but who also consume a 
goodly portion of the products advertised 
on TV. These frivolous attacks on lega l 
firearms ownership wi ll dry up like a 
desert in August under the threat of eco­
nomic reprisal. 

Join the NRA today 
and help fight the 

anti-gunners! 

Tell a friend 
and spread the word, 

the guns you save 
may be your own! 

With yo ur help we can protect th e 
Constitution and your individual rights as 
g un ow ners. But if we do not wo rk 
together in blocking. thi s threat, it is pos­
sibl e that TV 's anti-gun crusade will 
beg in to carry more weight than we can 
counter. 

Time is of essence here, for the attacks 
grow more vicious every day. It 's up to us 
to make the media responsible again­
not to just a few arrogant friends who 
share their fashionable philosophy, but to 
all of us out here who still belong to the 
Am e ri ca n ...... 
mainstream. ""' 

Wayne LaPierre is a hunter, shooter 
and Director of the National Rifle Asso­
ciation's Institute fo r Legislative Action. 
The NRA is a not-for-profit organi::ation 
dedicated to promoting th e shootin g 
sports and protecting the right of the 
people to keep and bear arms . Annual 
membership is $25 and includes a sub­
scription to either The American Rifle­
man or The American Hunter. 

Join today by calling the NRA to/1-
ji·ee at 1-800-468-6666. MasterCard and 
Visa accepted. Join today and receive an 
NRA shooter's cap! 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER ·JANUARY / FEBRUARY 1990 



Publishers 

EACH OF THESE INFORMATION 
PACKED MANUALS IS 
VIRTUALLY A GUNSMITHING 
COURSE IN ITSELF! 
The book everybody has been asking for! 
Covers the Ruger Six-Series revolvers: 
Security-Six, Service-Six, and Speed-Six. 
Includes step-by-step function checks, 
disassembly, inspection, repairs, rebuilding, 
reassembly, and custom work. As with all the 
Kuhnhausen manuals, a detailed 
troubleshooting guide is also included. 
Hundreds of detailed photos and 
illustrations. 176 pages, softbound. 

Ruger Revolvers, Vol. I . $16.95 

SHOP MANUALS 
P.O. BOX 887, McCALL, IDAHO 83638 

Call or write for 
quant1ly wholesale 
price lists 

EXTRA VALUE 
PACKAGE DEAL: 

SAVE $57.15 OVER 
INDIVIDUAL RETAIL PRICES. 

GET THE ABOVE 5 BOOKS 
AND THE 3 GUNSMITH/NG 
VIDEOS FOR ONLY 
$209.95 WITH UPS 
CHARGES PREPAID. 

ORDER DESK: 4th class mail 

(208) 634-4104 ~~~~!~:~ow 
__ Ruger Six-Series Manual Only 
__ Colt .45 Auto Manual Only 
__ Colt .45 Auto Video Only 
__ Colt .45 Auto Manual/Video Set 
__ S&W Revolver Manual Only 
__ S&W Revolver Video Only 
__ S&W Revolver Manual/Video Set 
__ Colt DA Vol. I Manual Only 
__ Colt DA Vol. I Video Only 
_ _ Colt DA Vol. I Manual/V ideo Set 
_ _ Colt DA Vol. 11 Manual On ly 
__ Extra Value Pkg . Deal: 

@ 16.95 ____ _ 
@ 17.95 ____ _ 
@ 58.95 ____ _ 

@ 63.95 - ---· @ 15.95 ____ _ 

@ 54.95 ---- -@ 59.95 ___ _ 
@ 19.95 _ __ _ 
@59.95 _ __ _ 
@64.95 ___ _ 
@ 15.95 _ __ _ 

5 Gunsmith ing Books + 3 Videos @ 209.95 ___ _ 
NO COD'S. PREVENT DELAY, SEND CORRECT SHIPPING WITH ORDER 
Std. ship/handle (4th class mail), first book or set USA $3.00 

Canada $4.00 
Add .50 shipping tor each extra book or tape _______ _ 
For laster insured UPS shipping (48 States) add $2.00 _ ____ _ 
Idaho residents add sales tax - -----------
VHS 0 or BETA 0 Total 
MC/VISA # Exp. Date _ _ 

Name & Address _ _______ _______ _ 



The AYOOB III.IS 

RUNNING GUNFIGHT: THE 
CONNECTICUT STATE POLICE INCIDENT 

Situation: An escaped mur­
derer cuts loose with full­
auto fire from his getaway 
car in a racing gunfight. 

Lesson: A combination of 
guts, coordination and 
firepower wins the day 
for state police. 

Sunday, August 6, 1984. Few of the citizens in the quiet town of Somers, Conn. 
have any inkling that extremely dangerous hardened felons are inside their bound­
aries, but those who do know are doing something about it. The Connecticut State 
Police (CSP) have received an extremely reliable tip that three particularly vicious 
fugitives are en route to the area. A relative of one of the criminals has given them 
the warning, and they are ta.king full advantage of it. 

CSP has set up a command post in the town, starting at 10 a.m. Fifteen state 
police cruisers have been arrayed through the township, creating a screen that 
they hope will net the wanted men. K-9 units and SWAT teams are on standby. 

Their quarry has been at large for a month, a trio of hardened cons in their late 
twenties to early thirties. They escaped July 1 from a state penitentiary in Only, 
Tenn . . One convicted murderer had been captured during what was initially a four­
man break.out, but three have gotten away. They have sworn to their cohorts that 
they will not be ta.ken alive. Three lawmen have already died in the fiery era.sh of 
a helicopter that was searching for the convicts. 

Michael Hartsock, 26, is a drug-gobbling double murderer who stabbed a man and 
a woman to death with an ice pick after they panicked while he was burglarizing 
their home. William Prentice, serving 30 years for armed robbery, once shot a 
policeman with his own service revolver but was able to plea-bargain his way out 
of the attempted murder conviction he had deserved. Lohman Mays, Prentice's 
prison lover, had a long history of attempted murder including the shooting of a 
law enforcement officer. 

They weren't coming to Somers to visit. Police would later learn that Prentice had 
come with the intention of murdering a specific individual, and that Hartsock was 
there to "watch his back" during the killing. Mays had apparently bowed out of the 
plan. 

Early warning notwithstanding, the Connecticut police were at a certain disadvan­
tage. Their information had led them to be looking for three Caucasians in a blue 
pickup truck. In fact, their number had dwindled to two, and they had recently 
stolen new wheels, a '78 Ford Bronco, red over white. 

While they considered the fugitives armed and dangerous, they also had no idea 
yet just how dangerous. In the past 36 days, the escapees had been roaming the 
ea.stern US, robbing banks from South Carolina to Vermont at $16,000 to $30,000 
a crack, stealing cars and trucks, and burglarizing homes for jewelry and guns. 

They had built an impressive arsenal. Cached in the woods were an AR-15 and, 
supposedly, an M-16. Other guns they'd stolen ranged from a 4" Colt Python .357 
Magnum to a Weatherby Vanguard .26-06 rifle. 

Staying off the beaten path had kept them out of police hands so far, and the two 
escaped felons were prepared for long periods in the woods. The back of the Bronco 
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was fill ed with campin g gear, food and 
plenty of ammo. 

Armed And Dangerous 
They were, of course, armed. The 

vehicle contained a Uni versal .30 caliber 
M-1 carbine, fullv loaded with a 30-shot 
banana clip and converted to fire full-auto 
like an M-2. Next to it in the back seat of 
the Bronco was a Heckler and Koch HK-
9 1 semiautomatic. 

Though there were boxes of .308 hunt­
ing ammo for the latter in the car- Fed­
eral Hi-Shok and Federal Premium - the 
g unm e n were appare ntl y prepared to 
shoot it out with pol ice cars in pursuit; 
the rifle was loaded with fu ll metal jacket 
GI ammo, by Lake City Arsenal, which 
would give much greater penetration. 

Each also had a semi-automatic pistol 
at hand. Hart sock had apparent ly liked 
the compactness of a Savage .32 automat­
ic th ey'd s to le n , o ld and se mi-rare 
enough to be a coll ector's item but in full 
working condi tion. He carried it loaded 
with Winchester ball ammo, and they ' d 
even stolen a cheap suede-out in side the 
waistband holster that would fit it. 

Prentice ca rri ed heavier firepower. 
The stolen gun he'd kept for hi s own was 
a Smith & Wesson Mode l 59, 15-shot 
9mm. The blue steel autoloader rode on 
his left hip, butt forward, snapped inside 
the belt in a Bianchi #3 Pistol Pocket 
from which the thumb-break safety strap 
had been sliced away. 

GLOCK,. INC. • P.O. Box 369 • Smyrna, GA 30081 • (404) 432-1202 

The troopers, however, were not with­
ou t their own firepower. In 1983 , Con­
nect icut had become th e second State 
Police agency in the nation to adopt the 
semi-automatic service pistol to replace 
the tradi ti onal revolver. Like Illinois State 
Police before them, they'd gone with the 
9mm Parabellum ca liber, but unlike ISP 
with their si ngle-stack S&W 39s, Con­
necticut had chosen the Beretta Model 92 
SB, whose double-stack magazine afford­
ed each trooper a 15-shot ammo reservoir 
wi th a sixteenth round in the chamber. 
The spa re magaz ines issued amplifi ed 
their firepower still further. 

Several cru isers a lso contained shot­
gun s and at least one, that of Sgt. Walter 
Nieliwocki, he ld a priva te ly owned, 
department approved Colt AR- 15, the 
short CAR- 15 version w ith te lescoping 
stock, equipped with an A im point elec­
tronic sight. The sem i-automatic rifl e's 
curved magazine held 28 rounds of high 
veloc ity .223 ammun ition . 

The stage was set. The police d id not 
have long to wait. 

Felony Hot-Stop 
At a ha! f hour past noon , a red and 

white Bronco pulled to a halt on Route 83 
in Somers , across the road from the cruis­
er of Trooper David Waddell. Connecti­
cut SP pioneered the concept of patrol 
units w ith removable li g ht racks that 
could instantly be rendered " unmarked 

' ', ,, .. 
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The ammunition with 
proven performance. 

Consistent quality . That 's the trademark of all 3-D 
Impact ammunition. Every round must pass the most 
stringent inspections before leaving our plant . After all, 
we'd never settle for less; why should you? 

3-D now offers semi-automatic Impact ammo for 45, 
380, 9mm and 10mm caliber handguns, in addition to the 
standard line of Impact ammo for 38's, 357's and 44's. 
Remanufactured ammo is also available for 38's, 357's , 
45's and 9mm's. 

Ask for Impact - the quality ammunition at a com­
petitive price. 

3-0 Ammunition and Bullets 
112 Plum, P.O. Box J 
Doniphan, NE 68832 
(402) 845-2285 
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You 
Can 

Afford The 
Best - Beeman 
The Big News In Adult Airguns: 
Beeman's Hot New .20" & .25" 

Caliber products! 

The elegant Beeman R1 
Magnum Adult Airgun Rifle 
is now available in all four 
calibers : .177", .22" and 
new .20" and .25". Don't 
miss out on our exciting 
"new" 5mm/ .20" and .25" 
calibers. The .20" (5mm) 
caliber has greater projec­
tile weight than .177" and 
greater velocity than .22" . 
The smashing .25" caliber 
delivers a full quarter inch 
slug with exceptional 
knock-down power. In ad­
dition to the popular R1 , 
Beeman has a number of 
other exce ll ent air­
guns available in .177" 
and 5mm/ .20"-from 
the extremely popu­
lar, smaller Beeman 
R7 Rifle to the Beeman 
P1 Magnum, which is 
not only the most pow­
erful production air pis­
tol on the market, but 
also features dual pow­
er settings in .177" and 
.20" caliber. (The P1 
and several other mo­
dels also available 
in .22" caliber.) 

Beeman R1 shown 
with optional Beeman 
66R Scope. Mounts, 
Scope Stop. Cover 
Plate and Beeman 
Muzzle Brake. 

At your local 
dealer or 
direct. 

Send for Beeman Adult Airgun Guide/ Fire­
arm Catalog, reg . $2, FREE with mention of 
code HA 1 Al low 4-6 weeks delivery. For fast , 
1st class mail add $2; $3 fo r overseas . 

22 

cars," and Waddell was driving such a 
Ford Crown Victoria. Still, the search­
light on the side of the door would clearly 
mark it to any knowing eye as a police 
vehicl e, and if that were not enough, 
Waddell was in fu ll uniform. 

But convicted murderer Michael Hart­
soc k was either very brazen or very 
stup id. He stepped out of the passenger 
side and approached the trooper. "Can 
you direct me to Schneider Road ," he 
asked in a polite drawl. 

The trooper told him where the road 
was, and the red-bearded man thanked 
him and returned to the Bronco. As the 
car pulled out , Waddell reached for his 
radio mike. The informant had warned 
the police to look for a blue pickup with 
three men, but the suspect 's description , 
coup led with th e southern accent, 
cou ldn 't be co incidental. 

In moments he had alerted the other 
troopers , and Waddell spun his own cruis­
er in a U-turn head ing for Schneider 
Road. 

Prentice had apparently been aware 
that the trooper might be alert enough to 
discreetly follow him. The lawmen didn ' t 
find the Bronco on Schneider Road 
because the escaped fe lon had turned 
instead onto nearby Kibbe Grove Road. 

But it was a short-term refuge. Wad­
del I himself turned next onto the same 
road , and spotted the Bronco at about the 
same time as two of the brother troopers 
he had alerted over the air. 

Westbound, Waddell gunned his cru is­
er toward the fugitive vehicle, and Troop­
er ick Longo fe ll in behind him. Troop­
er Stephen Marshall closed in from the 
west to seal off the escape route. Trooper 
Charles Vanderscoff was also approach­
ing rapidly from the east to back up his 
brother officers. 

Prentice, sudden ly realizing that he 
was about to be boxed in , pulled the 
Bronco off the road and into an unpaved 
parking area near a barn at the side of the 
road . Waddell swung in behind him , 
angling his cruiser to block any escape. 
As the trooper reached for his shotgun, he 
saw the crui sers of the two nearest back­
up s, Marshall and Longo , pull in on 
either side to take support positions. Wad­
dell stepped out of the vehicle .:. and saw 
the blue-steel snout of a semi-automatic 
pistol emerge from the driver 's window. 

Fire Fight 
William Prentice began shooting. 
The 9mm fire missed Waddell , who 

dove back through his open door into the 
front seat of hi s cru iser for cover. He 
glanced up and saw the Bronco moving 
toward his cruiser, as if to slide around it 
to escape, and Waddell threw the police 
car into gear and tried to block the Bron­
co. 

But , unable to get himsel f properly 
positioned behind the wheel, he lost con­
trol and the police Ford's left side 

Custom mounting for most popular 
service pistols and revolvers. 

Also from Trijicon ... 
• ARMSON O.E.G.• - Self-luminous 

binocular sight. 
• Trijicon• Riflescope- Self-luminous 

crosshairs, for magnified any-light 
accuracy. 

• A.C.O.G. '" -Advanced Combat Optical 
Gunsight 

Call or write for a FREE catalog! 
Dealer inquiries invited 

Trijicon, Inc. 
P.O. Box 2130 

Farmington Hills, Ml 48333 

(313) 553-4960 
.aM 1an 



s la mm e d int o a flatb ed trail e r truck 
parked in the dirt area, jamming the dri v­
er 's door as the Bronco roared pas t. 

Trooper Marshall wasn ' t in pos ition to 
return fire , but Troo per Lo ngo was . As 
Marshall saw the second fug itive join in 
the bainge aimed at Wadde ll and Longo , 
he saw the latter 's Beretta come up and 
bark in response. 

Longo fired three Winchester Silver­
tips at the Bronco be fore it went pas t him , 
and as it did so, he jumped into the road­
way and fired I 0 more at the di sappear­
ing vehicle. But the Bronco had swerved 
off th e ri g ht s id e o f th e road for a 
moment, kicking up a plume of du st that 
obsc ured the trooper 's aim , and then Mar­
shall 's crui ser swept past him in pursuit 
and Longo no longer dared fire. 

Wadd e l l had by now c l imbe d o u t 
thro ug h th e ri g ht front d oo r o f hi s 
wrecked crui ser. He jumped into Longo 's 
and th e two jo ined the chase along with 
Trooper Vanderscoff. Marsha ll was lead­
ing the pursuit. 

The rest of the has ti ly-assembled task 
fo rce was already in action . A roadblock 
was set up in the antic ipated direction of 
trave l, on Ro ute 83 beyond No rthwest 
Dri ve. 

Pre nti ce w hee le d th e Bronco o ff 
Kibbe Grove Road and onto Ro ute 83 
South just as Troo per Mike Hesnan was 
a pproac hin g th e c urve . Hes nan- wh o 
had been detailed to pick up a pair o f .308 
rifl es. a s ho tg un , a nd h eavy bo d y 
a rm o r- recog ni zed th e ve hi c le a nd 
swung hi s own car into a U-turn , joining 
the pursuit. 

Behind Hes nan 's c rui ser was th at o f 
Sgt. ie liwocki. Bes ide him was the local 
constab le, Offi cer Ed win Lee. Kn owing 
Lee to be an excellent marksman . Nie li­
wocki to ld him to grab the AR- 15 and be 
ready. 

Automatic Fire! 
The pursu it was abo ut to turn into a 

running gun batt le. 
As Prentice drove the Bronco desper­

ate ly and reckl ess ly. swerving bac k and 
fo rth on the narrow road at two to three 
times the speed li mit , the kill er Hartsock 
cro uc hed in th e fr o nt passe nge r seat 
where he could reach the rifl es. 

With rear windo w down , he aimed out 
the back and fired . Inside the vehicle, the 
co nc uss io n mus t have been deafe nin g . 
The g unm an 's o wn bull e ts to re o ut the 
inside window mold ings o f the Bronco as 
he fir ed at th e troo pe rs, a lte rn a tin g 
between the high-powered HK 9 1 and the 
stolen .30 machinegun. 

A .308 slug shattered the windshie ld 
of the lead crui ser, Marshall 's. The bu llet 
was homing on a direct line for hi s head, 
but th e co n vex it y o f th e w ind s hi e ld 
defl ected the spire-po int, copper jacketed 
s lug and drove it into the door molding 
above his head. 

Bu t th e s pa l l, o r g la ss fra g me nt s, 

GLOC~ INC. • P.O. Box 369 • Smyrna, GA 30081 • (404) 432-1202 

14-§HOT .45ACP FIREPOWER 
From the Innovators at Para-Ordnance. 

See your local dealer toda y. 

The F14-45 is the first .45 
frame assembly to offer 
what you've always 
wanted: 14-shot capacity. 
Interchangeable with all 1911A1 , Series 70, BO and Commander 
Models, the F14-45 is precision machined to original specs. and 
requires no gunsmithing with original parts. 

F14-45 FEATURES: 
• 13-Round Staggered Magazine 
with Removable Floorplate 

•Rugged (Heat Treated, Hard 
Anodized) Aircraft Grade Alloy 
Frame Gives You Ident ical 
Weight Fully Loaded as 1911A1 

•Only 1 / 8 " Wider Frame 
w/Contoured Grips 

•Silent Magazine Release 
•Grooved Match Trigger 
Assembly 

•Recoil Spring w / Guide Buffer 

..,, 6'IJI ,_. 3411 McNicoll Avenue 
~ara-flllrunance Scarborough, Ontario M1 v 2v6 
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sprayed Marshall 's face like a stinging 
slap, and he swerved off the road into a 
cornfield. By the time he was back on the 
road, he was bringing up the rear. 

By now, Hartsock had unlimbered the 
machinegun. The warning cry, "Automat­
ic fire! Automatic fire! " blurted over the 
radio. The cruisers swerved violently, try­
ing to avoid the bullets. 

Hesnan 's car was hit twice, and he too 
was sprayed with flying glass. 

Prentice and Hartsock had no such 
concerns about bystander safety. Their 
bullets raked three passenger cars . Inside 
one, a young girl screamed. 

The Ford Escort in which Michelle 
Chagnon, 14, had been riding with her 
mother, had passed the pursuit going 
northbound. One of Hartsock's bullets 
had missed the state police care he was 
aiming at and entered the back of hers 
instead. 

The sergeant grabbed his AR while the constable 
unholstered his handgun. The murderer was 
still armed with his 9mm. He was still deadly. 
As the troopers saw him move, the firefight 

resumed instantly. 

Yet none of the troopers returned fire . 
It was bad enough that at speeds of 75 
miles an hour on a 25 to 35 mph speed 
limit road , civi li an traffic was being 
endangered; they were also entering a 
residential area, and did not dare to add to 
the general jeopardy by unleashing gun­
fire of their own. As one local reporter 
put it, the cops were driving straight into 
the mouth of hell- but they kept going. 

The bullet had smashed into the gi rl 's 
arm, leaving a .30 caliber wound on entry 
in the triceps and a nasty exit wound the 
size of a tennis ball in the biceps, spray­
ing chunks of blown-away flesh across 
the front seat as the bullet finally 
s lammed into the dashboard. Michelle 
would require many days of hospitaliza­
tion and considerable corrective surgery 
for this severe wound . 

~II 
"STRESSFIRE" 

Cops Return Fire 
The Bronco was now approaching the 

hastily erected roadb lock . But the 
escapees had good in stinct s for such 
things. Shortly before the police barricade 
would have been vi s ible, Prentice sud­
denly swung the speeding Bronco onto a 
sidestreet, Northwest Drive. 

N ie li wocki ' s was now the closes t 
vehicle . Hesnan and Vanderscoff had 
both been slowed by citi zen 's cars that 
had swerved in front of them, trying des­
perately to evade the gunfire of the flee­
ing criminals. 

But right behind the sergeant 's car was 
that of Trooper Marshall, his face sti ll 
burning from the shattered glass in his 
right eye. Being farther back whe n he 
saw the Bronco's tum, Marshall had more 
reaction time, and was able to cut the cor­
ner by driving through an open lot. He 
was now the lead chase car, with Nieli­
wocki close behind him. 

The Universal converted machinegun 
had jammed. As the kill er strugg led to 
bring his other gun to bear, he realized to 
his horror that they were no longer on the 
residential , heavily travelled road where 
the troopers had not dared to return fire . 

He was also about to realize that in 
evading the roadblock , his partner had 
jumped from the frying pan into the fire: 
Northwest Drive is a dead end street, and 
sparsely enough populated that the troop­
ers no longer needed to keep their own 

At last! The first volume of Massed Ayoob's long awaited series on " Gunfighting for Police: 
Advanced Tactics and Techniques.·· 
"STAESSFIAE" is the result of Ayoob's years of research about what actually happens in 
gunfights. 
Learn how stress and adrenalin affect the mind and body. ruining conventional shooting 
techniques under pressure ... and how new techniques actually feed off that pressure to 
make you perform better under stress! 

$9.95 

"THE STREET SMART GUN BOOK" 
At last. master gunfighting tactician John Farnam gives his formula for shooting survival. One 
of the top national instructors. John covers gun and holster selections and gives intensive 
advice on use of cover. movement. mental awareness and preparation. and the TACTICS for 
winning a gun duel. 

$11.95 
Plus $2.95postage and handling 

MC/VISA ACCEPTED. ORDER TOLL FREE: 800-624-9049 

--------------POLICE BOOKSHELF P.O. Box122, Concord, N.H. 03301-------------

STRESSFIRE $9.95 __ 

THE STREET SMART GUN BOOK $11 .95 __ 
Shipping and handling $2. 95 __ 

TOTAL ENCLOSED 

24 

Name _________________________ _ 

Street __________________________ _ 

City __________________________ _ 

State __________ Zip ______________ _ 
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guns silent. 
Simultaneously, the pursuing troopers 

opened fire with a vengeance. Hi s v ision 
still blurry but not so bad that he couldn ' t 
po int a pi sto l , Ma rs ha ll tw is ted hi s 
Beretta fro m the ho lster and , fir ing left 
handed out the window, cut loose. 

At the same time, Officer Lee leaned 
o ut the s ide of th e sergea nt 's ca r and 
began fi ring. 

The vo lume of gun fi re was in tense . 
Since Longo's 13 9mm bullets, no shots 
had been returned at th e gunm en, who 
had fired dozens of rounds at the po lice. 
But now Marsha ll empti ed hi s 16-shot 
Beretta, and Lee was rapidl y fi ring what 
would turn out to be 24 rounds from the 
AR- 15. Th rough the scope, he saw one of 
the gunmen lurch in the front seat, as if 
from a bullet 's impact. 

Prentice had now realized that he was 
in a cul-de-sac and had run out of escape 
routes. All th ree vehicles were now dri v­
ing on the private lawns of narrow North­
west Drive. 

Pre nt ice attem pted evas ive ac ti o n , 
dri ving with the Smith & Wesson auto­
matic clutched in hi s left hand as he tried 
to manipul ate the steering wheel wi th his 
right. Suddenl y, the troopers saw the right 
door of the fugitive vehicle fl y open and a 
body drop out onto the lawn. 

Michael Hartsock, hi s lung exploded 
and hi s abdominal viscera lacerated by a 
.223 bullet, spraw led prone and moti on­
less on the lawn as hi s erstwhil e partner 
kept on going. 

Prentice cut ri ght as if to make a boot­
legger turn. Marshall rammed the Bronco 
with his cruiser, spinning it around. Both 
vehicles came to a dead stop a fe w feet 
fro m one ano th e r, and in seconds th e 
c ru ise rs o f N ie li wock i and Troo pe r 
Michael Hesnan had pulled to a stop. 

The sergeant grabbed hi s A R whil e 
the constable beside him unholstered his 
handg un . Hesnan snatched h is de part­
ment iss ue Hi Standard K-1 200 shotgun 
and ba il ed out of the crui ser. Marshall 
d umped th e spent m agaz ine fro m hi s 
Beretta, slammed in a fresh one, dropped 
the slide, and jumped fro m hi s vehicl e 
into a standing combat pos ition. 

Pre ntic e was s till a rm e d w ith th e 
9mm. He was still deadly. As the troopers 
saw him move, th e fi re fi g ht res um ed 
instantly. 

Ma rs h a ll f ired fo ur o r f ive s ho ts 
through the door area of the Bronco. Hes­
nan simultaneously tri ggered two rounds 
of Weste rn 00 buckshot into th e same 
area, and N ie li woc ki put a .223 ro und 
into the one Bronco tire that didn ' t seem 
to be flattened by po lice bullets, and emp­
tied the last three rounds of hi s magazine 
int o th e car d oo r Pre nti ce h ad ju s t 
slum ped behind . 

T he office rs moved fo rwa rd, gun s 
ready. When they jerked open the door, 
th ey saw it was ove r. Pre nti ce ha d 
dropped hi s Mode l 59 on the fl oor near 
the pedals and had coll apsed between the 

GLOCK, INC. • P.O. Box 369 • Smyrna, GA 30081 • (404) 432-1202 

CAST YOUR OWN 
And cast high cost to the wind 
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Newest addition 
to the low cost 

AccuLine 

Enjoy the sati sfaction of casting your own bullets . fish ing jigs or sin kers. The full y 
electr ic Mini-Mag Furnace features a long life, heavy duty heating coi l that will give 
you years of quali ty me lting. 

The Mini-Mag Furnace is des igned fo r use with a ladle and has an operating capac ity 
of 8 lbs. It reaches a temperature of over 700° in about 20 minutes and the stable metal 
base can be used as a pre-heater for mould blocks . The furnace comes wit h a 3 prong 
safety cord . 

It is the best capac ity value ava il ab le today. Try Lyman and cast with confi dence. 

In a ru sh? Furnace with ingot mould and dipper ava ilab le fo r $49.95 postpa id . Send 
check or money. Visa/MC accepted. Write fo r free free mini -catalog. 

Questions? Call toll free 1-800-22-LVMAN 

Dept. 678, Route 147 Middlefield, CT 06455 
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two front sea ts. Blood poure d from 
wounds in hi s head, neck and chest. 

The g unfi ght was finish ed. The only 
question remainin g was which had kill ed 
the g unman fir s t: Trooper Ma rs hal l 's 
9mm Silvertip in hi s chest, or Nicliwoc­
ki's .223 bulle t through the head. 

Gunfight Lessons 
Trooper Marshall would remark later 

th at the most stark lesson he' d learned 
was the value of two-man vehic les in pur­
suits, s ince no one man can drive under 
emergency conditions, work a radi o and 
shoot effecti vely. 

Thi s was a hi g h- volume fire fi g ht. 
Heavy g unfire came from the perpetra­
tors, most of it .30 Carbine on full auto 

power and rapid re loaclability of the 
Beretta 92 SB. Marshall said Oatly. " I'd 
never carry a six-shot revolver aga in. " 

Fans of the high capacity 9mm point 
to thi s incident as proof of that pi stol's 
s upe riority for police survival. Crit ics 
point to the poor hit pote ntial de li vered 
by the 9mm in the running gunfight, with 
on ly one neutralizing hit de livered. 

The truth , as usual , lies in the middle. 
No one can ex pect a man firing at a fl ee­
in g vehicle throu g h a cloud of du s t 
(Longo) to de li ver a center X-hit with 
eve ry shot , or a man firin g one 
ha nd/weak hand , drivin g a ve hi c le a t 
speed over a rough road, blinded by g lass 
(Marshal l) to do the same. 

Consider that , with 24 of the 28 .223 

Police believe that the murderer was so terrified by 
the sudden mass return fire that he dropped his 

rifles and intentionally "played possum." 

and 7.62mm NATO ball. Two troope rs 
fired a total of 33 or 34 9mm Silvcrtips 
from th e ir Berettas, a magaz in e of 28 
.223 rounds was emptied by the officers , 
and two rounds of buckshot were 
employed. 

A ll troopers involved praised the fire-

shots be ing fired from a moving vehic le, 
that weapon did not exactly de li ver a rate 
of hits that would make a sniper proud , 
e ithe r. And remember that Hartsock fired 
dozens of rounds from a .30 carbine and a 
.308 rifle without putting a bulle t in to a 
man, e ither. The shotgun blasts by Hes-

- - -

INCORPORATED 
HARD CAST MATCH GRADE BULLETS 

m -
9M M 122 GR 
Flat Poin t 
Sized .356 

9MM 125 GR 
Round Nose 
Sized .356 

38 CAL 148 GR 
Double End 
Wadcutter 
Sized .358 

38 CAL 148 GR 
Button Nose 
Sized .358 D 38CAL1 50GR 

~ Semi-Wadcutter 
- - Sized .3 56 .357 

38 CAL 155 GR 
Semi-Wadcutter 
Sized .356 .357 

38 CAL 158 GR 
Round Nose 
Sized .357 

38 CAL 158 GR 
Semi-Wad utter 
Sized .358 

10MM 175GR 
Semi-Wadcutter 
Sized .401 

l 
Quan . 

500 
1000 
2000 

500 
1000 
2000 

500 
1000 
2000 

500 
1000 
2000 

VISA_ 

/A 
Mosle rCo rdj 

Price 

516.00 
530.00 
558.00 

516.50 
531 .00 
560.00 

517.00 
532.00 
562 .00 

520.00 
538.00 
574.00 

1-800-248-3845 
(for Orders Only) 

INQUIRIES (309) 928-2574 
102 S. Main, Farmer City, Illinois 61842 
CHARLES K. BANE - CARTER S. JONES 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

41 CAL215GR 
Semi-Wadcutter 
Sized .411 

45 CAL 185 GR 
Semi-Wadcutter 
Sized .452 

45 CAL 200 GR 
Semi-Wadcutter 
Sized .452 

45 CAL 230 GR 
Round Nose 
Sized .452 

45 CAL 230 GR 
Flat Point 
Sized .452 

45 CAL 255 GR 
Semi-Wadcutter 
Sized .452 

44 CAL 205 GR 
Semi-Wadcutter 
Sized .429 

44 CAL 240 GR 
Semi-Wadcutter 
Sized .429 

i 
{ 

{ 

{ 

Quan. 
500 
1000 
2000 

500 
1000 
2000 

500 
1000 
2000 

500 
1000 
2000 

500 
1000 
2000 

500 
1000 
2000 

Price 
522.00 
541 .00 
580.00 

520.00 
538.00 
$74.00 

521 .00 
540.00 
578.00 

521.00 
545.00 
588.00 

520.00 
538.00 
574.00 

522.00 
541.00 
580.00 

-------- ALL BULLETS ARE FREIGHT PAID TO THE ORIGINAL 48 STATES.-------• 
The Price you see. is the price you Pay. There are no ex tra or hidden cha rges. We us<J no!h1ng bu1 the t1nes1 vag111 alloy 1n the manutacture 

ot our hard cast bullets w e have our lead protess1ona!ly alloyed for us seve1al ions at a lime 10 insure you the most consistent bullets. boK atle1 box 
Scrap lead is never used We use a high content ot hn and <m11mony to allow you to obtain maximum veloc1hes with httle 01 no leading 

All bullets a1e then sized lo lhe exacl diameter required and lubed with our d1st1nct1ve blue lube This bullel lube is clean hard and pleasant to work 
with It will not gum up your 1etoad1ng dies. s1tck 10 your lingers or goo up the other bullets m the box II stays in the lube groove like 11 s supposed to 

After being hand inspected. each box of 500 {usually 502) receives an anracl1ve label making them excellent for resale 
EASY TO ORDER - CALL in your order anyl1me. we accept VISA Of MasterCard There tS no ex1ra charge tor using your card QUANTITY 

DISCOUNTS lor 10 & 7SM OK 10 mix. huge freight discount & UPS Hundred Weight available. please call for details or w11h any questions you may 
have that we could help with - OR - MAIL 1n your order along with certified funds Please allow one week 101 personal checks to clear Describe your 
order as clearly as possible and include your phOne number 

WE PAY THE FREIGHT TO YOU. NO FFL NEEDED - LIFE MEMBER NRA-

nan , tho ug h centered , did no t have .the 
potency to driv e thro ug h th e ca r doo r 
e ffective ly. 

Cons ide r the ro le of suppress ive fiie. 
from both th e hi g h capac ity p istol s and 
particularly the CA R-15 , which also did 
put neutralizing rifle hits into both perpe­
trators. Once Longo began hi s 9mm bar­
rage in the dirt parking area, there was no 
effect ive fire upon the officers at th at 
scene. 

Once Lee cut loose with the AR and 
Mars ha ll did so with hi s Bere tt a on 
Northwest Drive the terrifying fusillades 
of hi gh powered rifl e fire from the Bron­
co ceased immediate ly. 

Indeed, poli ce be lieve that the murder­
er Hartsock, who until now had fired at 
them with impunity, was so terrified by 
th e s udde n mass re turn of fire that he 
dropped hi s rifl es into the back seat and 
hi s .32 o nto th e front floor (w he re a ll 
were recovered) , and inte ntionall y clove 
out of the Bronco to escape certain death . 
He apparent ly " played poss um " a ft er 
leaping from th e vehi c le , a nd did no t 
mo ve until he knew he was "safely· ' 
under arres t. 

One point mi ssed by th e news paper 
reporters who covered thi s inc ident was 
res ponse by armed c iti zens. Whe n th e 
chase came to it s catac lysmi c finale o n 
Northwest Drive, two such men put gun s 
in thei r hands and were ready to ass ist the 
poli ce. 

Arthur Lamme, a retired Hartford cop. 
grabbed hi s 2" S&W .38 Special as the 
running gun battle swept past hi s ho use 
and ran outside to assist , but saw that it 
was over by the time he got there. 

Vietnam vet Mark Warner looked out 
his window when he heard the screeching 
tires and the shots, and saw a man firing 
at po lice with a high powered auto loacli ng 
rifl e from th e back o f a Bron co . He 
dropped to the floor and craw led to hi s 
bedroom to grab hi s 9mm semiautomatic, 
but by the time he had it in hand , the fas l­
brcaking fire fi ght was already over. 

William Pre nti ce, of co urse, died at 
the scene . Mi c hae l Hartsock was sen­
tenced to a total of 45 years in the Con­
necti cut pri son system after hi s convic­
tions for attempted murder of police offi­
cers. Those w ill not be appli ed until he 
has served out hi s two consecuti ve sen­
tences for life impri sonm ent in the Ten­
nessee State Pe nit e nti ary , where he 
dwe ll s today. 

After Hartsock's final conv iction , Col. 
Leste r Fors t, th e Comm iss ione r of th e 
Connecticut State Police. issued thi s letter 
of co mm e ndation to th e pe rso nn e l 
invol ved: 

" The tri a l of Mic hae l Hart sock has 
been completed and l join with pres iding 
Judge Ro be rt Ha le in recogni z in g th e 
superior e fforts and profess iona li sm put 
forth by each of you to bring thi s case to 
adjudication. It certainly puts a fittin g cap 
on one of the proudest moment s ~ 
of our Department 's hi story. '"°' 
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f? NEWf? JUST RELEASEDf? 
THE STEEL CHALLENGE 

- 1989 -
WORLD SPEED SHOOTING CHAMPIONSHIPS 

BUY 3 GET 1 FR~ 
m 

USPSA 
National Championships 

60 Minutes 

$49.95 
ORDER 
NOW!! 

1r 800-942-T APE 
In CA (619) 569-4000 

Please send me the fo ll owing videos: 
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1-W Call toll free to order and to as k about any tape in w hi ch yo u -I 
are interested. We' ll be happy to answer all of your quest ions. Please inc lude $3.00 shi pp ing and hand ling. _., 

c:J Buy any three videos at the listed price and receive another MAIL 'DRDE R MDEO ~ rYJ "Tl 
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INSIGHTS INl'O IPSC . 
DAVE ANDERSON 

TO IMPROVE YOU MUST PRACTICE, 
TO PRACTICE YOU MUST RELOAD 

D 
cvcloping the skill s necessary 
for IPS C or ac tion shoo tin g 
competiti on means firin g lots 
o f prac ti ce round s, and fo r 

most of us that means reloading ammuni­
ti on. The onl y exceptions are (a) those 
who li ve in countri es in which handload­
ing is prohibited, and (b) Tommy Camp­
bell. 

All the rest of us can plan on spending 
a good chunk of our le isure time search­
ing in the dirt and weeds for fired cases, 
cleaning brass and cranking on the handl e 
of a re loading machine. Reloading can be 
an engross ing hobby in its own right , but 
volume loading is a different propos ition. 

trade marked " Auto- Fl o" sys te m th a t 
speeds up the separating process consid­
erably. The bowl is in two parts: the bot­
tom part includes a drain port, whil e the 
ma in cleaning bowl has a s lotted flo or 
that allows the poli shing medi a, but not 
the cases, to pass through. 

In operation it 's both simple and fas t. 
When the cases are clean, stick the dra in 
pan (included) beneath the po rt , pull the 
drain plug, and in a couple of minutes the 
normal agitating action of the machine 
will sift the media through the fl oor slots 
and into the pan. With the machine still 
running, stir the cases up with your hands 
for a few seconds. The vibrating action of 
th e tumbl e r will he lp di s lo d ge an y 
remaining medi a, leaving the sparkling 
clean cases ready for loading. 

and$ I 69.95 respective ly, and should Have 
ample capac ity fo r even the most dedicat­
ed competitor. 

If you happen to already own a stan­
dard 3200 or 2200, Lyman hasn ' t forgot­
ten you . The A ut o- Fl o sys tem can be 
added for $69.95 (model 3200) or $59.95 
(model 2200). These Turbo Tumblers are 
hi ghly recomme nded. Qui e t, fa st , and 
very we ll made, they can be counted on 
to provide years of good service, backed 
by a reputable company. 

See yo ur Ly ma n dea le r, or writ e: 
Lyman Products Corporation , Dept. AH , 
147 West St. , Middle fi e ld CT 06455. A 
to ll-free information line is available as 
we ll : 1-800-22-LYMAN (in Connecticut , 
(203)349-342 1 ). 

Dillon Case Feeder 
Few re loadin g produc ts have had as 

dramati c effect on handgun shootin g as 
th e Dillon 450/550 re loading machine. 
Before the Dillon came along, progres­
s ive loadin g machines were scarce and 
ex pensive, intended more for cl ubs and 
commerc ial loaders than for individuals. 

Even top-leve l competitors used s in ­
gl e-s tage presses , pulling in an hour 's 
hard work to get I 00 rounds of ammo. 
The Dillon RL-450 would easil y turn out 

Once a sati sfac tory load has been­
developed, it becomes simpl y a matter of 
churning them out , every round as nearly 
like all the others as poss ible. Minor sav­
ings in time, that might mean little to the 
average handl oader, start adding up when 
one is turning out a thousand, or maybe 
several thousand , rounds a month. 

Good reloads start with clean , proper­
ly inspected cases, and there's no better 
way to clean those fired cases than with a 
case tumbler. Lyman 's big model 3200 
Turbo Tumbler is popular with volume 
re loadcrs because o f its large ca pac ity, 
hi gh speed ag it ati on and durabl e con­
struction. 

The great Dillon SSOB remains the workhorse 
in the line, fast and durable, priced within 

easy reach of the casual shooter. 

The onl y problem with thi s and other 
big-ca pac it y tumbl ers is separating the 
cases from the media after cleaning. Nor­
mall y the c leaning bowl must be removed 
from the base, the contents sifted through 
a screen and the cases ag itated by hand to 
remo ve an y mate rial remaining in th e 
brass. 

Recentl y Ly man has introduced it s 

Suggested reta il on the Lyman 3200 
Auto-Flo is $249.95 . The standard model 
3200 without the Auto-Flo system will 
remain in th e product line at $2 19.95 . 
Both have a rated capac ity of 1,000 .38 
Special cases. 

Recog ni z ing that this may be a bit 
more machine than all but the commer­
c ial loader needs, Lyman has also intro­
duced the model 2200, with a capac ity of 
750 .38 Spec ial cases . It 's avail able with 
or without the Auto-Flo system, at sug­
ges te d re ta il pri ces of $ 199 .95 

WORLD CLASS PISTOLS, IT'S ALL IN THE NAME 

George Huening 
American Handgunner 
Club 1 DO Pistolsmith 

WORLD CLASS PISTOLS 
P.O. Box 288 
Brownsburg, IN 46112 
(317) 852-0013 

300 to 400 rounds an hour, at a suggested 
retail price of $365. Early in 1984 Dillon 
reall y ki c ked o ver the applecart. They 
went to facto ry direct sal es, cutting the 
price almost in half, from $365 to $ 185, 
and suddenly anyone who could afford to 
shoot at all could a fford a progress ive 
machine. 

It 's no secret th at there has been criti ­
cism within the industry for bypass ing the 
dealer network with factory direct sales, 
but there 's another side to the argument. 
" Informed so urces" (always wanted to 
use that phrase) indicated that sales of the 
RL-450 increased by a factor of at least 
I 0 times at the lower price. 

Many thousands of shooters were buy­
ing who simpl y would not have bought at 
a hi g he r pri ce. With a prog res siv e 
machin e these buye rs began shootin g 
more- a lot more. They needed powder, 
primers, and bullets on an ongoing basis 
and as skill levels improved they became 
involved in new shooting sports, needing 
new ca libe rs, guns, and accessori es , to 
the benefit of the entire shooting industry. 

At an y ra te , Dill o n Prec is io n has 
become o ne o f th e bi g outfits in th e 
re loadin g indu stry, with an expa nded 
produ c t lin e ra ng in g from th e a ptl y 
named Square Deal to the awesome RL-

Continued on pag<? 83 
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Have you gotten used to six month, nine month or 
even twelve month del ivery periods on Springfield 
Armory 's popular 1911-A 1 pistols? Not any more! In 
response to continued high demand, we have in­
creased our product ion quotas to be able to fill orders 
much more quickly without the lengthy backorders that 
have arisen in the past. The result? 

*Most Standard Model 1911-A1s are 
now in-stock and available for prompt delivery 

within thirty days or less! 
So if you order now, you can have pistols in time for 
Christmas. Quality? We never compromise. We've 

Most models 
now available 
for quick delivery. 

Attn: Gunsmiths 
Kits are available again! 

Because of our extreme backorder situation on com­
plete pistols , we were forced to temporarily discontinue 
the sale of our popu lar forged steel 1911 -A 1 gunsmith 
kits. But thanks to our increased production we're able 
to offer them again . So now qualified gunsmiths can 
once again build their own standard or customized 
1911-A 1 · pistols using premium quality Springfie ld 
Armory components. 

Call today to order or to check on 
availability of specific models. 

Consumers call: 
made sure our increased production has not affected (309) 944•5631 
the superior quality of our forged steel 1911-A 1 s. 
They're still the same ultra-reliable, proven performers Dealers only call: 
that have earned them the reputation as America's (800) 631·4945 
premier "Gold Medal Winners". 

~ .. 
"Special models, calibers other than .45 ACP and_ fin ish_es other than st_andard ~ __ 

parkerizing might require somewhat longer delivery times. Exact delivery "Y 
times on all models subject to demand . . J ~ 

' 
. . 

D 

The Oldest Name In American Firearms 

~p;)Jl)!)j~!!) ~i;)1J!);)J@ 
Member NASGD SECTION SR-38 • 420 West Main Street• Geneseo, IL 61254 
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Millett's advanced steel 
technology now gives you 
the strongest, most durable, 
and beautiful scope rings 
and bases available today. 
Designed and crafted to be 
rock-solid stable, these 
mounts have set a new · 
standard for securing your 
carefully zeroed-in scope. 
Indeed, Millett rings and 
bases have been proven to be 
so superior, many fine gun­
makers now provide them as 
original factory equipment 
- including Colt, Sako, 
Smith & Wesson, and Win­
chester. We have ~ings and 
bases for virtually all popular 
rifles and handguns and 
many shotguns. To secure 
your accuracy edge, choose 
mounts from 
Millett! 

PIS10LSMl1HING ---------------·JOHN LAWSON 
ANOTHER JC-RING FOR THE COFFEE 
POI': THAT'S A GUNSMITH'S TASK 

I 
nearly tripped over Herbie, my shop 
cat, as I closed the front door and 
walked toward the counter. His 
meow probably meant, "After a hard 

night with the little Angora on the comer, 
I need my nourishment." He worked over 
his dry food as I readied the old coffee 
pot for the early customers. 

Jerry came through the door and head­
ed straight for the sound of rapid percola­
tion. "It'll be ready any minute now," l 
told him. 

"When are you going to get a new cof­
fee pot?" he asked. "This old one's ready 
for the scrap heap." 

"Oh, I don't know. I've had it for a 
long time and we've served a lot of peo­
ple from the high and the mighty to the 
low and the lonely." The red light winked 
to signal a complete cycle, so we both 
poured our cups full and began to blow 
across the surface, cooling it to drinking 
temperature. 

The door opened again and a striking­
ly beautiful brunette girl in her late twen­
ties, wearing a mini skirt and carrying a 
pistol case , flowed across the floor 
toward our bleary eyed little group. Three 
pairs of eyes didn't miss a single subtle 
movement. She smiled and handed me 
the cased pistol. 

"Am I too early? I need a few things 
done to my equipment this morning." 

Jerry's coffee almost went down his 
windpipe. Herbie replied with a meow 
that could have meant, "You've come to 
the right group of volunteers." 

She picked him up and sat next to 
Jerry. Herbie made himself right at home 
in her lap. 

"Coffee with cream and sugar?" Jerry 
asked her. 

"Straight from the pot," She moist­
ened the tip of her finger and rim it sug­
gestively around the rim of the styrofoam 
cup. "I like everything natural and 
unadulterated ." 

I unwrapped the stainless Government 
Model and asked her what she needed 
done to it. Just then Herbie hooked her 
blouse and pulled it taut over some very 
nice 34 B equipment. 

"Meow," he said to her, which I trans­
lated as "Poor kid, with the price of skirts 
and blouses what it is, you probably 
couldn't afford underwear." 

"You have sharp toenails," she scolded 
him. Jerry came to her rescue saying, 
"Control yourself, old buddy," as he put 
him on the floor. 

"The problem I'm having is this," she 
said, taking the pistol and empty maga­
zine from my hand. "I can ' t seem to hit 
the aperture head-on without skidding off 
a grip bottom." 

"We ' ve all had that problem at one 
time or another. Let me show you an easy 
way to find the magazine well ." Jerry 
volunteered, slipping a Pachmayr snap 
cap (Brownells) into the magazine. He 
had her hold the pistol and magazine and 
guided her motions from behind. 

"Just extend your index finger along 
the front of the magazine, tilt the maga­
zine forward and when your index finger 
touches your pinkie on the pistol frame, 
tilt the mag and shove it into place." 

"It works , but I'd still like to have a 
flared magazine well," she replied . Then 
she turned her head, and with an impish 
grin she asked, "Did you just have strenu­
ous physical exercise? You're puffing 
like a steam engine." 

I installed a Smith & Alexander mag 
guide, that works without frame modifi­
cation, and a pair of special combat style 
grips (King's Gun Works). 

In checking the pistol for function I 
detected a loose plunger tube, so I staked 
it with Brownells plunger tube staking 
tool , supporting the frame in a Scott 
/McDougall 1911 auto bench block 
(Brownells). I've found that the bench 
block prevents marring a stainless frame, 
something that the older bucking block 
will often do. 

A set of Wilson-Rogers stainless mag­
azines rounded out her requirements. She 
wrote a check for the damages and asked, 
"I'm new here, where's the nearest range?" 

Jerry was quick to volunteer, " I'm 
headed out that way now, if you want to 
follow me, and I know a nice little restau­
rant on the way." 

"Sounds great," She smiled at him. 
"Meow," Herbie interjected. I took 

this to mean "Another X ring group for 
the old coffee pot!" 

As the pair exited through the door­
way, I said, " I wonder how he ' ll break it 
to her that he means the electronic shoot­
ing range in his living room." 

"Somehow, I think everything else 
that happens around here today will be an 
anti-climax." 

"Meow," Herbie replied, which had to 
mean: "Congratulations, you deduct the 
obvious." His nose disappeared into his 
cup of milk as I walked ...... 
back into the shop area. ~ 
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WOLFF VARIABLE POWER 
RECOIL SPRINGS IPSC SHOOTING SUPPLIES SHOOTING VIDEO'S 

Pistol Masters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49.95 
How to Shoot Fast & Accurate ....... . . 49.95 

Govt. Model 6, 7,8,9, 10, 11 .5, 13, 14, 15, 16.5. 
17.5, 18.5,20,22 lb. each ......... . . 7.20 

ORDERS 
ONLY 1-800-7 4 7-3845 The Steel Challenge 1988 ............ 49.95 

NRA Bianchi Cup 1988 .. ... . ........ 49.95 
S&W645/74517,181b.each ........ 7.20 USPSA Nationals 1988 ..... . .. . ..... 49.95 

KIM AHRENDS .. . · .. 
: ~··. , O~~S ) ! 
· . ooters : 
. upply.lnc. : 

24HR. 
FAX 319-277-3003 

Second Chance 1988 . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . 49.95 
Bob Munden "Fast Dtaw" ........ . ... 49.95 

CUSTOM GRIPS 
Cocobolo, Cordia, Ebony, Tulipwood 
Combat Grips . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36.00 
Diamond Grips . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50.00 

~ 

zPil1on- . \ WILSON 
\' ·,'; ·,·~ COMBAT 
~'al - MAGAZINES -

7rd 45 Acp w/Base Pad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21.50 
7rd 45 Acp w/Extended Base Pad . 23.00 
8rd 45 Acp w/Base Pad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00 
8rd 45 Acp w/Extended Base Pad . 27.00 
10rd 38 Spr w/Base Pad . . 27.75 
8rd 1 Omm w/Base Pad . . . . ... New 25.00 
8rd 1 Omm w/Extended Base Pad ......... New 27.00 

- COMMANDER HAMMERS -
Narrowed, Blue . . . 18.00 
Narrowed, Stainless . . . . . . . . . . . 18.00 
Standard Colt, Blue . . . 22.00 
Standard Colt, Stainless . . . . . . . . 24.00 
Deluxe Slotted, Blue . . . . . ........ . ...... New 32.95 

- BARRELS & COMP KITS .....,. 
45 Acp 5" Stainless Match Bbl .......... . .. . .. 115.00 
45 Acp 6" Stainless Match Bbl ................ 1 25.00 
38 Spr 6" Stainless Match Bbl . .. . . . .... 135.00 
38 Spr 6" Stainless Bbl w/Ramp . . ...... 135.00 
Match Barrel Bushings (Blue/SS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13.00 
Barrel Bushing Wrench . . . . . . . . . . 2.50 
LE-K 45acp Compensator Kit Gov't-comm ...... 240.00 
LE-K 38spr Compensator Kit . . ......... . ..... 250.00 
LE-K 38spr Compensator Kit w/Ramp Bbl ...... 250.00 

- GUIDE RODS & SPRINGS -
1 Piece Gov't or Commander . . . . . . . . . . 24.00 
2 Piece Gov't 5 or 6" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32.00 
1 Piece Kit w/springs & shok buffs. . . . . . . . . . 33.00 
Group Gripper-Gov't/Commander ... . .... 22.00/25.00 
Full Length Guide Rod/Group Gripper . . . 33.25 
Recoil Springs 12 or 20 lb (Commander) 3.75 
Gov't Springs 8,9,10,12,13,15,17,18'12,22-each... 3.75 
Extra Power Firing Pin Spring . . . 1.50 
Reduced Power Mainspring . . . . . 1 .50 

-SIGHTS-
High Visability Combat. 24.75 
Deluxe High Visability Combat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33.00 
3-Dot Sights . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30.00 
Bo-Mar; Front . . . 8.00 Wichita, Front . . . . . 10.00 
Bo-Mar, Back . . . . . 60.00 Wichita, Rear. . . . . . 62.50 

- SAFETIES & SLIDE RELEASES -
Ex Thumb Safety (Blue/Stainless) ....... . 
Ambi Safety (Blue/Stainless) .... . 
Ex Slide Release (Blue/Stainless) . .. . 
Standard Slide Release (Blue/SS) .... . .. . 
Beavertail Grip Safety (Blue/SS) .... . 

21.00 
45.00 
23.00 
19.00 
19.50 

High Grip Beavertail (Blue/SS) ..... . .. New 39.95 
- OTHER ITEMS -

Long Match Trigger ............... . 
6 Shok Buffs ............. . 
Extended Ejectors (45acp or 38spr) .......... . 
Extended Magazine Release .. . 
Checkered Mainspring Housing Flat/Arched .... 
The Combat 45 Auto Book by Bill Wilson . 
Checked Front Strap (Blue/Stainless) . . . 
Barrel Link Kit (includes 5 links) 

15.00 
5.50 

19.00 
20.00 
31.50 
12.00 
13.00 
19.00 

Replacement Bbl Links 1,2,3,4,5, each ...... . 
Slide Thumb Guard (Stainless) .... 
Mag Well (Blue/Stainless) .. 

4.00 
13.50 

.. 29.00 
Mag Well (Black Plastic) .. . ...... .. .. . . . . . . . 
Brass Belt Buckle w/Wilson Logo . . .. . 
Extractor 45acp 70 or 80 Series ... . 
Extractor 38spr 70 or 80 Series . . ............ . 
PPG Bull Bbl Underlug (Blue) ........... . .... . 
S & W L Frame Underlug (Blue/Stainless) ...... . 
Rubber Base Pad ............ . .... . ........ . 
Extended Base Pad (for Wilson Mags) ..... . . . . 

6.00 
11.00 
13.00 
14.00 
28.75 
45.00 

1.50 
1.75 

tiiiitiMi!'ll 
Plain Black 
Brown Backet 

New Fastrac Holster ............ 99.00 99.00 
666F Leatham/Enos 2-pc Fender Model .... 74.00 84.00 
Stock Revolver 4" & 6" for S&W 

K-L-N Frame ......... . ........ • .. . .... 80.00 N/A 
PPG 6" S&W K-L-N Frame 
Open Front for Ribs & Scopes ...... .. ..... 80.00 N/A 
Double Mag Pouch-Available Straight Up, 

Angle Back or Angle Forward .......... 28.00 34.00 
Fender Single Mag Pouch .. . ............ 22.00 28.00 
Fender Double Mag Pouch ............. . 34.00 40.00 
Fender Triple Mag Pouch ............. . . . 38.00 46.00 
Competition Belt (spring steel lined) . . .... 40.00 50.00 

-REMINGTON 38 SUPER BRASS-
1,000 

Nickle Plated, Un-Primed + P . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80.00 
Un-Plated, Un-Primed + P . . . . . . . . • . . . 75.00 

-COMPETITION--­
ELECTRONICS 

Pro Timer Ill ........... 225.00 
Pro Tach Chronograph . 129.95 

VIDEKI TRIGGERS 
Speed Trigger, Long 

w/3 Holes .. . .... . . . 
Long Match Trigger ... . 
Gold Cup w/3 Holes . . . 
Extended Ejector ..... . 

.. 
oi=i=icjAL 

IPSC TARGETS 
100 - 42¢ each · 
500- 38¢ each 

1000 - 36¢ each 

Targets do not include 
freight, please call 

10rd 38 Super Magazine Blue . . 21.95 
10rd 38 Super Magazine Stainless 27.95 
1 Ord 38 Super Conversion Kits . ... . ............ 1 2.50 
8rd 45 Acp Magazine Blue . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . 19.50 
8rd 45 Acp Magazine Stainless . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22.50 
8rd 45 Acp Conversion Kits. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 0.50 
Shaw Mag Pad installed on above mags. . . . . . . . 2.00 

--.rCHIP McCORMICK--
Fully Prepped Sear .... . .. . . . ... . .......... . 
Nastoff Slotted Commander Hammer . ..... . .. . 
McCormick Slotted Commander Hammer ..... . 
Titanium/Carbon Fiber Match Trigger . .. ...... . 

22.95 
76.95 
76.95 
29.95 

--~7i'J~ER--
Mag Guide Govt, Flat/Arched (B/S) . . . . . . . . . . . . 69.95 
Mag Guide Officers Flat (Blue/SS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69.95 
Ambi Mag Release . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69.95 

----ED BROWN----
Grip Safety (Blue/Stainless) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29.95 
Mag Well (Blue/Stainless) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29.95 
Slotted Commander Hammer Blue. . . . . . . . . . . . . 32.95 
Slotted Commander Hammer Stainless . . . . . . . . . 35.95 
Dovetail Front Sight. .. . ................. . New 10.95 
1 pc. Heavy Duty Guide Rod & Plug ...... . New 25.95 a Oenny's5hootersSupply.lnc. ~ 

P. 0. Box 402 Cedar Falls. Iowa 50613 
EASY T Q QR DER Mail in your order along with certified funds, allow 2 weeks for Personal checks to 

clear. Describe your order as clearly as possible and include your phone number. OR catl In your order anytime. We 
accept VISA, MasterCard and UPS COD. Feel free to call if you have questions about any items listed or for help with 

ordering. WE PAY THE FREIGHT TO YOU 
Dealers send FFL FOR Dealer Price Ust. 

Womens Guide to IPSC .. . . . . . ....... 49.95 
How to Win at PPG w/John Pride . ..... 49.95 
45 Acp Disassembly/Reassembly ..... 29.95 

RED BUFFS 

1 
.- Pack of 5 . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. 6.95 

! !iJ.\l=J.\1~11-J.\l\ll:J 
> D•DtCA~D TD l!Xc•u.sNC• 

8 
Plain n~ 

) rown .__et 
008 Final Option 5" or 6" Auto . . ... .. .... 74.00 74.00 
Cup Challenge PPG for S&W K,L&N ....... 65.00 73.00 
Competition Belt add $10.95 for Buckle ... 35.00 35.00 
Double Mag Pouch ............... _. .... 22.00 25.00 
Triple Mag Pouch .. . . . .. . ........... ... 30.00 36.00 
077 Idaho Reloader (angle adjustable) ... . 15.50 15.50 
Triple Speed Loader Pouch . . .... . . .. ... . 16.50 16.50 
Single Speed Loader Pouch (metal). . .... . .. . .. 4.75 
Single Magazine Holder (metal) . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4. 75 

---JOHN SHAW·---
"shoot to Win" book by John Shaw ...... ... . 
"You Can't Miss" book by John Shaw .. . . .... . 
6 Pack Base Pads 2 self tapping screws .. 
Speed E Load Mag Well (Blue/Stainless) . .. . 
Pro Shooters Bag (Black Ballistic Nylon) .... . 

12.00 
9.00 
9.00 

26.00 
69.95 

--SPEEDLOADERS---
Safari1and Comp II (S&W Kor L) ...... . 
Safariland Comp Ill (S&W Kor L) . .. .. ..... . 
Safariland Loading Blocks (S&W Kor L) . . 
Safariland Shooters Box . . ............... . . . 
HKS (all sizes) ..... . ... . . .. . .. ....... . .... . 
HKS loading blocks (S&W Kor L only) ....... . 

6.75 
12.00 
13.50 
19.95 

6.75 
3.95 

---MAG PACK---
8rd 45 Acp Conversion Kits ... . ..... . .... . . . 
7rd 45 Acp Officers Model Kits .......... • . 
1 Ord 38 spr Conversion Kits ... . . .. . .. .. .. . . 

8.95 
8.95 
9.95 

-METALFORM MAGAZINES-
45 Acp 7rd w/Round Follower 
Blue ... . . . . . . . . . . 1 0.00 Stainless . . .. 1 6.00 
9mm 9rd Blue .... 11.00 Stainless . . . . . . .. 1 5.50 
38 spr 9rd Blue ... 1 0.50 Stainless .... . .. .. 1 6.00 
Shaw Pad installed on above mags . . . 3.00 

--CLARKCUSTOM1---
6" 45 Acp Stainless Match Barrel . .. ....... . . 130.00 
6" 38 Super Stainless Ramped Barrel .. . ..... 130.00 
Pin Master Comp Kit, Barrel, Comp & Spring Guide 

38 Super or 45 Acp ................ .. .... 270.00 
Short Pin Master Comp Kit, 38spr or 45acp ... 115.00 
Pin Master Comp Only, 38 Super or 45 Acp ... 140.00 
Barrel Bushings, Blue or Stainless ..... . ... , . 12.50 
2 Piece Guide Rods, 5" or 6". . . . . . . . . . . 15.00 
Barrett Mag Guide, Blue or Stainless 25.00 
Aimpoint Mount, Fits Colt Govt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45.00 
45 Auto Adjustable Scope Mcunt . . . . . . . ... 37.00 
Ruger MKll Adjustable Trigger ·: .......... . 
Ruger MKll Grips . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19.95 

---PACH MAYR----
GRIPS 

Presentation ...... 19.00 Signature . . . ..... 21.50 
Grippers ......... 20.95 Pro Grippers ..... 20.50 
Compac .... . .... 19.80 Pro Compacs ..... 1 9.80 

ACCESSORIES 
Nyton Trigger. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... 1 2.55 
Custom Wide Barrel Link, Stainless .. ... ..... 19.75 
Widget Tool . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.95 
Grip Safety, Rubber Covered, 

Govt or Commander . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28.00 
Grip Sattey, Blue Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26.95 
Mainspring Housing, Flat or Arched . . . . . . . . . . 13.50 
Slide Thumb Guard, Blue or Stainless . . . . . . . . 17.95 
Snap Caps 9mm, 38 Special, 45 Acp. . . . . . . . . 11.95 
Mag Bumper Kits, Colt Mags (set of 5). . . . . . . . 14.35 
Magazine Bumper Kit S&W 59, 645 (set of 2). . . 14.95 
Mag Bumper Kit, Hi-Power (set of 2) . . . . . . . . . 14.95 
Colt Officers Magazine, Stainless . . . . . 25.15 
Golt Govt Magazine, Stainless . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22.50 
Browning Hi-Power Magazine, Stainless . . . 29.65 
Browning Hi-Power Ex Slide 

Release, Blue/SS. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35.95 



SIXGUN or AUTO PISTOL 

''JI • 

for self-defense? 
A combat veteran of three wars and a slew of gunfights in his career 

as a lawman speaks frankly about what is the best combat pistol. 

I 
sat at a banquet th e other evenin g 
with Jim Boyle. This young Tejano is 
the chi ef o f police of a suburb of 
Houston . Texas . He is, I 'd reckon , 

about 45 and has been a law officer ever 
since he got out of high school. 

" My town is cons ide rin ' armin g us 
with 9mm automatics, when they do that 
I'm turn in ' in mah badge," grumbled the 
lawman. 

I co ns id e red th a t state m e nt a nd 
replied, "Look, Old Boy, more men have 
been killed with the Nine Millimeter than 
all the other calibers in the book." 

" Wh adda mean?" he g la red a t me , 
"There ain 't been scarcely nobody in my 
town shot with that peewee." And after a 
moment 's thought he added, "Now they 
wanna make our military go to war with 
this two-bit number." 

"Look, Jim," I was being patient with 
thi s copper, " the jerry Schmeisser 9mm 
kill ed no less th an a half-million good 
American Gls during World War II . More 
casualties resulted from that 9mm than 
from all th e other s mall arms in th e 
brouhaha.'· That shut him up, a lthough 
reluctantly. 

The choice of a 9mm for our new mil ­
itary cal iber met with my full approval, 
but the selection of a foreign pistol dec id­
ed ly did not. We make the best auto pis­
tol s in the wo rld ri ght he re and to go 
afield and select a European model was 
dead wrong. 

A somewhat amusing side light to the 
selection of a pistol for the military is the 

32 

By Col. Charles Askins 

fact that after three wars it has been my 
observation that there ain ' t nobody killed 
with the belt weapon noway. Only offi­
cers now pack the · pistol and those com­
pany, battalion and brigade leaders that I 
watched in action invariably had a rifle in 
hand . 

True, the old .45 M-19 11 swung from 
the belt, but it was in a button-down hol­
ster. 

Toward the tag end of WW-II and in 
Korea and Vietnam , ge ne ral officers 
packed a belt weapon. A Colt .32 ACP, 
strictly a badge of office like the stars on 
th e shirt collar. If thi s beg innin g may 
sound like I am a dyed-in-the-wool auto 
pi stol user, perish the thought. 

The Combat Sixgun 
Of the 53 hand guns kicki ng around 

thi s camp, fully half of them are · cylinder 
models. I cut my tee th on the revo lver 
and hav e probably shot more o utl aws 
with the gun than all the se lfloade rs I 
own. 

It has always been my experience that 
I can get off the first shot with the sixgun 
faster than the automatic. The latter has 
got to be cocked if it is carried with the 
hammer down and if it is packed with the 
hammer eared back and the safety in the 
lock position , thi s invariably takes me a 
mite longer. 

The old double action has a stock that 
stands up hi gh and it is outstretched­
easy and quick to grasp, fast to c lea r 
leathe r. The DA pull is never too stiff 

es pecia ll y when time is of the essence 
and that first shot can be decidedly criti ­
cal. 

I ran up on a big escaped con from 
th e Alabama penitentiary one time and 
this jazbo was beating m y pa rtner to 
death with my partner 's own Co lt .45 
New Service. I shot this big con three 
times in the chest with an old .44-40 New 
Service I had a nd a ll th e sho ts we re 
triggered off double act ion. The di stance 
was just about 30 feet. 

An interesting s idelight on this little 
escapade was that when I fired old Bill 's 
New Service afte r the scrap it wo uld 
shoot 10 inches hi gh at 20 ya rd s. The 
barre l, and it is a heavy tube, was bent 
upward. 

My partner 's skull was fract ured from 
the blows. Old Bill eventuall y recovered 
but he was a lways somewhat goofy and 
was reti red from the Border Patrol. 

A Sixgun~ Faults 
I've never had a friend , no matter how 

highly regarded, but that I could not find 
fault with the rascal. The same is true of 
the s ix shooter. They a in ' t perfect by a 
damn sight! 

Maybe the worst single drawback to 
the cy linder weapon is th e fact th at it 
only holds six rounds. Depending on the 
gravi ty of the situation thi s is a most seri ­
ous limitation! Once that wheel model 
run s dry it takes just one he ll of a long 
time to recharge. 

Now ta ke s uc h se lfl oade rs as this 
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Bc re tta whi c h so me Ordn a nce board 
dec ided was ju st th e handg un fo r the 
future: it has a magaz ine which contains 
15 rounds. And the Browning Hi-Power 
holds 13 rounds, even the Colt Combat 
Commander in 9mm offers nine rounds. 
These are all really valid and truly grave 
advantages and simply cannot be ignored. 

And if thi s we re not enou gh, a ll it 
requires to re load is to slap a fresh clip in 
the piece. For really fas t action when the 
other fell er has already triggered off two 
shots at you and somehow, miracul ously, 
mi ssed , you go into action with the six­
gun and you' ll probabl y miss too! 

The reason is that the revolver po ints 
badly. The trouble is the barre l is too high 
above the supporting hand . The barre l is 
fo ur-inches above the cente rline of the 
grip and this is utterly wrong. 

The properly des igned handgun must 
have th e barre l in prolongati on of th e 
trigger finger or as near this prolongation 
as the des igne r can achieve . Some auto 
pi s to ls no w come c lose to thi s idea l 
des ign. They are infinitely ahead of the 
ancient wheel model. 

Automatics 
Thi s is prec ise ly the reason that in a 

gunfi ght the auto pi stol is al ways the bet­
ter. The barrel is an inch or so above the 
hand, but not too much. 

Best o f th e automa tics as a prec ise 
po inting weapon is, unfortun ate ly, th e 
non-l e thal types. The Smith Mode l 41 
and th e Ru ge r MK . II Ta rge t po int 
extremely well ; the reason is the barrel is 
bare ly above the supporting hand . Both 
are 22 calibers, hardl y the fi ghting kind . 

The more recoil , as when fir­
ing the big calibers, the poorer 
the mark sm an w ill shoot. The 
handgun kicks upward vigorous­
ly and to get back on target takes 
time and care. It took American 
pi stolmen most o f thi s century to 
di scover that the only intelligent 
way to manh andl e the revolve r 
or the auto pistol was with both 
hands. 

I wo n th e pi s to l c h a mpi­
onship of thi s co untry one time 
firin g with one hand. I ' d never 
fire that way aga in . 

The combat ma tch shoo te rs 
have shown us th e way. They 
grasp that gun in both fi sts. You 
want to do the same. 

The run-of-mill S&W, Colt or 
Ruger revolver is fa irly accurate. 
It will keep all its shots in the 10-
ring of the Standa rd Ameri can 
target at 25 yard s. Yo u canno t 
complain about that kind of per­
forman ce. The 10-ring measures 
3- 1/, inches. 

Few indeed of the cente rfire 
auto pistols will do as well. The 
selfl oader is inhe rentl y inacc u-

. :1. 

rate. Thi s is because the manu- ·~ ··. 
fac turers do not fit barrel to slide 

• 
.. 

nor barre l to the link nor yet fit up th e 
barre l to the face of the breechblock so 
that all to lerances are removed. 

One o f th e worst o ffe nde rs in thi s 
regard is the old Mode l 19 11 .45 Auto. 
Ju st as it comes from th e fac to ry as a 
standard issue item it will just about keep 
all its shots on the bottom of a #3 wash­
tub at 50 yard s. If, however, th at same 
standard issue Mode l 19 11 is turned over 
to one of our geewhi z gunsmiths he can 
turn o ut in jig time a pi sto l that will shoot 
c ircles around the best of the revolvers. 

A .45 Auto tuned by a Bill Wil son of 
Arkansas, Pachmayr o f LA. or The Man 
Hoag at Canoga Park, Calif., is the onl y 
way to go. Such a pi stol will shoot into a 
three-inch c ircle at 50 yards all day long. 

Guns and Blackjacks 
Handguns are sorta fi-ag il e animals. 

They should be pampered and cared fo r 
like a pet coon. I watched a teammate of 
mine one night- hi s name was Bush­
whack a smuggler just over the ear with a 
Colt .45 New Service sixgun. The cy lin ­
der latch busted and the cylinder fe ll out 
of the gun and the cartridges spill ed out 
in the sand . 

In those days the old New Service was 
chambered for the .45 ACP cartridge and 
these were conta ined in two 3-shot c lips. 
Bush fe tched the contrabandi sta such a 
wallop that both the 3-shot clips fe ll out 
of the revolver. Needless to say the smug­
g ler was knocked co lder than a whore 's 
heart . 

Thi s sport of thumping the oppos ition 
with the be lt artillery was pretty common 
in th e US Borde r Pa trol o f 50 yea rs 

' • 

#" , • 
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agone. In the El Paso subdi stri ct.a lone 
during one I 0-year peri od we had a gun 
fight on the average of every 17 days fo r 
the entire decade. 

Thi s made a man a little quick on the 
dra w. And if one of th e boys be nt on 
importing the illegal stu ff got a littl e frac­
ti o us he was a pt to ge t be lt ed. Dave 
Sco les was th e excepti o n to th e rul e 
' m o ngs t th e office rs . He pe rs is ted in 
packing an old Mode l 19 11 .45 Auto. 

One ni ght he swun g thi s pi sto l sorta 
freehanded and clipped a contrabando on 
the le ft car. I d id not see the inc ident but 
the sw ing must have been a good one. 
The slide was dri ven o ff th e gun . The 
front end of the receiver was bent and the 
slide complete ly separated from it. The 
pi stol was a wreck. So was the smuggler. 

The mo ra l o f thi s do ubl e ba rre led 
story is don ' t use the pis tol li ke a bl ack­
jack! 

.38 Special vs. 

.357 Magnum 
The consensus of opinion these days is 

th at the onl y worth whil e revo lve r ca r­
tridge beg ins with the .357 Magnum . The 
o ld .38 Spec ial is now passc. ·' Jt just ain ' t 
got the oomph ," a shoote r to ld me the 
other day. 

We ll that may be. certainly the .357 is 
a better load ing. One time- it was in the 
s pring of 1945- I fo un d myse l f in a 
smalli sh German haml et some miles east 
of th e Rhin e an d o n the m a inlin e to 
Berl in. I was th e Battl efie ld Recove ry 
Officer fo r a ll of First US Army and I fre­
qu ently trave led w ith th e comba t e le­
ments o f our tank batta li ons. 

.... _ 

At any rate, at the moment in 
d isc uss io n , I had d ive rted m y 
acti vities a mite from the recovery 
of damaged materiel to the more 
ent e rt a ining bus iness of lootin g 
German houses . I was in search of 
a Merke l shotgun and entering a 
rathe r pre te nti o us ha us l com-
menced to ransack th e place fo r 
the bes t of th e Ge rm an sca tt er-
guns . 

I was on the ground fl oor and 
mov ing quietl y when I heard foot­
steps in the basement. I moved to 
the backdoor and j ust as I c leared 
the ex it a Wchrmachter in full bat­
tledress burst out of the basement. 

He c harged off towa rd the 
back fe nce whi ch was of so lid 
stone and fi ve fee t in he ight. I was 
pac kin g, th at day, a .38 Spec ia l 
Colt New Service with a four- inch 
barre l. It was the Bo rde r Pa tro l 
standard issue sidearm at the time. 
I had bo rrowed mine and so rta 
forgot to turn it in . 

The revolver was charged with 
.38 Spec ia l Wincheste r loadings 
with a 158 grain lead bull et trav­
e ling at 750 fps and churning up 
200 ft/ lbs of muzzle Engli sh. 

Thi s G e rm a n so ldi e r had a 
Continued on page 99 
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COP FALK . -
MASSAD AYOOB 

STOPPING POWER DEBATE IGNORES 
'WIMP FACTOR' IN GUNFIGHTING 

A 
hi g h- ec he lo n co p from th e 
wes t coast wrote me recentl y 
to comment th at one thin g that 
never seems to be di scussed in 

th e on go in g sto ppin g power de bate is 
''wimp fac tor.'· Some criminals, he find s, 
are wimps who w ill coll apse upon inflic­
tion of the most minor wound , whil e oth­
ers are raging beasts who can take multi­
pl e injuries that should be almost imme­
diate ly letha l, ye t still stay on th e ir fee t 
long enou gh to murd e r th e res pondin g 
officers. 

Our refinishing is used by: 
Action Arms, Alpha 
Precision , Bill Rogers, 
J.E. Clark , Colt Firearm s, 
Richard Heine, Mike La, 
Rocca, J.M. Plaxco, Behlert 
Precision and D & L Sports. 

Hi s point is well taken. He cites a gun ­
fi ght between scumbags that he respond­
ed to. Both men had shot each o th er in 
virtually the same point of the abdomen. 
one with a .22 pi stol and the other with a 
Colt .45 automatic loaded with hardball. 

Upon arrival of poli ce , th e one hit 
w ith the .22 was prostrate and moaning in 
helpless agony, while the recipient of the 
.45 s lu g w as fully a mbulatory and 
seemed no more afflicted than by stom ­
ach cramps. 

Intri gued , the senior cop follow ed up 

Stainless Steel Finish 

--- ~ 
"COGAN CUSTOM" Speed 
Comp. Customized Comps. for most 
semi-autos and revolvers for compe­
tition, carry or hunting. 

CUSTOM GUNSMITHING 

COLT AUTHORIZED 
SERVICE CENTER 

Send $2 .00 for brochure (re fun dable with first gun) to 

A.P.&W. Inc. 1937 Calumet St. Dept AH. Clearwater fl 34615. l Phone 18131 449·9111 

Here's what you get. QUADRA-LOK II Stainless 
Match llull llo rrel wi th hand-polished wrap­
around feed rom p (no bushing req 'd .), Ad­
justable QL-11 Stainless Slide Stop (pot. pend .) , 
Compensator in lllued or Stainless Stee l, Cap­
tive Variable-rote lluffered Recoil System 
(Wolff Spring) with spore ports kit. Extended 
Slide Stop avai lable for $4 .95 ex tra . Only 
5199.90 complete (+$ J 50 S&H and $2 .25 
COD) Prepay, CO D, MASTERCARD & VISA 
welcome. Dealer pricing available . Send 
S 1.00 for llrochure , operating principles, and 
compari son study of Dro p- in System s. 
(Gunsm iths-Custom Models Avail. ) 

CENTAUR SYSTEMS, INC. 

QUADRA-COMP ll 1

m 

The only drop-in llorrel /Compensotor system 
on the market today that offers accuracy 
equivalent to a fitted barrel and greatly reduc­
ed m uzzle flip! How con we mol<e this claim' 
Unlike other drop-in systems. the QUADRA­
LOK It is user-adjustable for a guaranteed 
tight locl<- up between barrel , sl ide and frame. 
Add to this our Dual Volume Gos Jet Compen­
sator and you hove a winning combina tion. 
Truly Drop- in-HO metolworl<-HO alterations 
to the pistol-HO specia l sl<il ls required for in­
stollotionl An exceptional voluel 

Suite 114 / 15127 NE 24th 
Redmond . WA 98052-5530 (206) 392-8472 • 

th e ir caree rs with a s treet po li cem an 's 
version o f a ·'psycho log ical autopsy." The 
one who'd fa llen to the puny .22 s lug was 
something of a weasel, who spent hi s li fe 
prey in g on th e wea k a nd avo idin g th e 
strong: the one who ' d taken the .45 s lug 
so ambi valentl y in th e " K-5 zone" was a 
hard ex-con who had learned long ago to 
ignore pain and refu se defeat. 

Th e s h oo tin g of Mi c h ae l Platt in 
Miami during April o f 1986 is a c lass ic 
example. Pl att took a Winchester Sil ver­
tip 9mm Parabe llum bull et in th e c hest 
moments after be ing run off the road by 
FBI age nt s , a nd see m ed no t th e lea s t 
s lowed down as he ran a le th a l assa ult 
course and shot down several G-men, two 
fat a ll y. 

Though the bull e t had cut a vital arte ry 
and produced an " un survivable .. wound , 
Platt was so viol entl y ac ti ve that the sur­
vivin g offi cers sa w no indicati on at th e 
g unfight scene th at he "d been hit a t al l 
before he began spreadin g death with hi s 
Mini-14 rifl e. 

Onl y ca re ful ev ide nc e tec hni c ia ns . 
us in g blood tra il s and o ther ev idence to 
recon stru c t th e in c ide nt , we re ab le to 
prove th at Pl a tt had in fac t been dying 
from a K-5 hit w hen he shot dow n the 
patrol o f agents. 

Thi s led to a ll manner of as inine spec­
ulation th at a .45 s lug. or a I Omm slug. or 
a deeper-penetrating 147 gra in 9mm bul ­
let (pick one) woul d have ended the fi ght 
a nd saved a ll th ose age nt s fr o m be ing 
shot. Thi s is arrant horse manure. 

New York C ity a lone has at least five 
cases of s us pec ts w ho too k 12 -ga uge 
rifl ed s lugs and stayed up and running for 
roughl y a s lo n g if not lo nge r th an 
Mi chae l Platt. Reportedl y. one FBI offi­
c ia l has s ugges te d th a t based o n thi s 
shooting, agent s should now keep firin g 
into the suspect until he goes clown. 

We ll , no c rap , Dic k Tracy. Thi s is a 
rule of gunfi ghting that has ex isted s ince 
the dawn o f g unpo wde r: kee p shoo tin g 
the o th e r man until he goes down. One 
agent , who wo uld di e mom ents la te r a t 
the hands of hi s opponent, hit Pl att once 
out of over 20 shots that he fired at him . 
He was trying to shoot the rifl eman until 
he went down. Hi s tactica l tra ining fail ed 
him , and no mag ic bull e t or mag ic g un 
can change that fac t. 

Platt had a c lean tox icology screen: no 
dru gs , no a lco ho l. ju s t a n in c redibl e 
adre nalin e hi g h t ri gge re d b y f ig ht o r 
fli ght re fl ex as he entered the death battl e 
with hi s partner. w ho wo uld di e by hi s 
s ide. 

Fi g ht or fli g ht re fl ex unl eas hes th e 
bod y ' s m os t powe rful s ub s ta nces , 
e pin ephrine for mo re power and no re ­
pin e phrin e for pa inkillin g a nd s hoc k 
redu c ti o n. A m an in th e g rip o f th ese 
powerful secretion s is a combinati on of a 
he roin junkie fo r pa in res istance, and a 
PCP freak for raw supe rhuman strength 
and endurance. 

Ye t we look at th e o th e r s ide , cops 
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who get shot. The fearfu l rookie taken by 
surprise feels a trivial wound from a 
snubby .22 pistol as ' ' l ike being hit w ith a 
ba ll -peen hammer and thrown off your 
feet. " 

A disarmed cop who knows he 's about 
to be torn away from his l ife is shot five 
t imes w i th his own .357 Magn um, yet 
sti ll charges forward and rips the empty 
Model 19 away from his antagonist and 
beats him half to death before other cops 
pull him away. 

Both men fully recov er. Both men 
went through the ir situat ions in the late 
1970s, and recounted their exper iences to 
me in detail. 

Ana l yzing the two situations. one 
comes back to a basic truth I learned long 
ago: when a bullet meets a man . the man 
often does more to determine the out­
come than the bullet. 

The young cop h it with the .22 slug 
had been responding to a burg lary alarm 
that he didn ' t reall y be l ieve was anything 
but a short circuit. Checking the doors of 
the establishment, he was relieved to fi nd 
that all was in order. He was walking 
away, what little adrena l ine ·the situation 
had produced running right out of him, 
and in a to tal "cond ition white" state of 
false re laxation when the 40 grain bu llet 
"smashed into him and knocked him flat 
on his face." 

The fall caused more injury than the 
gunshot wound, and the on ly th ing that 
saved his life was that his attacker figured 
him for dead instead of runn ing up and 
shoot ing him a few times in the head. He 
cou ld have don e thai: the un suspecting 
puppy pol iceman was totally stunned, and 
in a sta te of psychogenically induced 
helplessness . 

In the Magnum inc ident , the officer 
had been taken hostage severa l minutes 

"Condition Black, 
Lethal Assault 
In Progress" 

before. Tension had bui l t , and at the 
moment of the deadly assault the cop was 
on the opposite end of the danger spec­
trum: "Condition Black Letha l Assau lt in 
Progress ." 

He had pictured his fami ly, including 
his crippled young daughter. having to 
li ve without him. A s he l unged at his 
antagonist and felt the hot searing lances 
of Magnum bullets going through his 
flesh and fireball muzz le flashes explod­
ing at nearly contact distance. his on ly 
thought was to overwhe lm and neutralize 
the threat. to l ive. to come home. 

The would-be copkiller was so disori-

Continued on page 82 

• Guaranteed 17% recoil 
reduction 

• Faster shot to shot recovery 
• Thick tapered hand-fi lling 

grips 

• ~/:://ein magazine loading 

• Milled for ambidexterous 
safety 

• Simple screw on installation 

New improved Adv.:mtage Grip System with enlarged magazine loading chute. 
Complete with checkered walnut stocks and steel bushing grip inserts insta lled. 
Fits Colt Gov'!. Model 1911 A 1 and all currently manufactured copies. 
• $52 .50 - Add $3.00 postage and handling. • CA residents add 6 Y1 % sales tax. 
• Dealer inquires invited. • Write for brochure and mathematical calculations that 
prove the recoil reduction. • Call for C.O.D. orders. 

Jack C!!~~~~~Ya!~~ A1flr,yntaqe 
P.O BOX 828, WHITTIER, CA 90608 (213) 695-4134 

THE AFFORDABLE COMPENSATORS 
for 1911 TYPE PISTOLS 

B.A.T. ULTRA-COMP I 
COMPENSATOR KIT: .. 

; n 

B.A.1. ULTRA-COMP: - · · . -·- -
• Gov't 45 Acp/9 mm/38 Super . . ··. . . ·. ···· . · . · · . _. 
•Length 1 7/ 16" inches 
• Weight 3 oz . 
•Minor fitting 
• Suggested retail $69.95 . 

DEALER'S INQUIRIES WELCOMED 
SEND FFL FOR DEALER PRICES 

SEND $2.00 FOR CATALOG 
INFO. & CUSTOMER SERVICE (305) 221 -6381 

~ ORDER DESK ONLY 
~ 1-800-553-0844 I VISA I 

SHOOTER 'S DEPOT 
P.O. BOX 3238 

HIALEAH , FL 33013 
FREE SHIPPING IN CONTINENTAL U.S.A. 

NEW MODEL 
CHRONY CHRONOGRAPH 
Ok, al l you shooting enthusiasts out there , I'm looking 
at you. 
I'm the New Model 'F-1 ', the younger brother of the 
Models F & M. 
Red is my new color, no longer green. 
In fact , I'm red hot. 

Inside me is a special circu itry designed to 
calibrate me electronical ly at the factory. This makes 
me more accurate and allows me to work under a wider 
range of light cond itions, indoors or outdoors. Compare 
me for price, performance and convenience; I'm the 
best deal in town and I'm the handiest, period . 

I weigh less than 2.5 lbs. and everybody surely 
can afford me at a Suggested Retail Price of $99.95. 

Ask your dealer/distributor! 

Carrying Case 
Now you can carry your CHRONY to the range in 
its own case. Black imitation leather; when bought 
wi th CHRONY $16.95. When bought alone 
$18.95. Own Initials (two), goldstamped , $5.95. 
(al low 6 wks. for initials). Add $3.50 shipping. 
Money Order; VISA, MC. Give # & expiry date. 
Write, or cal l (416) 276-6292 EST. 

- CH~0~~YA~I~~~~~ !~~~~ 
shipping . Demo disk $5.00 plus $3.50 shipping. $5.00 
refundable w. purchase. Money Order; VISA; MC. Give 
# & exp. date. Write, or call (416) 276-6292 EST. 

SHOOTING CHRONY INC. 
P.O. Box 101 , LPO, Dept. AHG-1 , Niagara falls, NY 14304 
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SI LU ETAS ----------------JOHN TAFFIN 
HOUSECLEANING AT' IHMSA BRINGS 
NEW LEADERS AND NEW VIT'ALIT'Y 

T 
he biggest news to hit silhouet­
ting since its inception more than 
I 0 years ago is the sweeping 
change that has taken place in 

IHMSA leadership. 
For the past several years, IHMSA can 

on ly be described as stagnant. After a 
brilliant beginning with a new sport that 
literally changed the handgunning world 
forever, IHMSA refused to change with 
the times and c reated constant friction 
with the firearms indust ry. T he very 
same industry that provides all the equ ip­
ment necessary for silhouetting to sur­
vive! 

Change just for the sake of change is 
not desirable. But when membership is 
not grow ing but diminishing , perhaps 
change is necessary. 

Sweeping changes hit IHMSA at The 
Internat iona l Matches this year. Two 
names familiar to s ilh ouetters, Frank 
Scotto of Connecticut and Scott Lindley 

of Idaho have been e lected as president 
and v ice-pres iden t by an o utstanding 
show of support by the voting delegates. 

Scotto, former vice-president, received 
67% of the vote and Lindley, 70%. Both 
men have to feel that this is definitely a 
mandate for change. 

The first change has a lready taken 
place. IHMSA Headquarters has been 
moved from Idaho Falls, Idaho to 
Burlington, Iowa where the office will be 
overseen by the new Secretary(freasurer, 
Al Nielsen. IHMSA will be a real long 
range effort with Scotto res iding in Con­
necticut, Lindley in Idaho, and Nielsen in 
Iowa. 

It was obvious to anyone that had any­
thing to do wi th silhouett ing under the 
IHMSA banner that discontent with the 
organization was growing and especially 
so within the past year. Obviously the 
vot ing delegates felt the same way with 
their unprecedented house clean ing. 

YELLOWSTONE 
CASTING CORP. 

1189 
Satia/adlo1e 

~ 

0 
•38<l 380 
100 Gr . AN ·BB 
Size 356 
$29.00 per 1000 
$23 00 10/m FOB 

i '73 38 Super 
141 Gr. SWC-BB 
Size 356-357 
$30 SO per 1 000 
$24 50 10/m FOB 

I .f801 38·357 
158 Gr SWC·BB 
Size 357-358 
$32 SO per 1000 
$23 50 10/m FOB 

I "' 10mm 
200 Gr TC·BB 
Size 401 
$38 00 per 1000 
$28.00 10/m FOB 

I 
i413 41 Mag 
220 Gr TC-BB 
Size 411 
$41 .00 per 1000 
$29.00 IO/m FOB 

P.O. Box 331 - Sidney, MT 59270 

(406) 482-4800 Freight paid per 1000 
1 Olm price is plus freight 

SUPREME HARD CAST BULLETS 

A 
1115 9mm 

Q 
•300 9mm Q #389 9mm 

123 Gr . AN·BB 125 Gr . TC-BB 140 Gr . AN-BB 
Size 356-357 Size 356-357 Size 356-357 
$30.00 per 1000 $30 .00 per 1000 $30.50 per 1000 
$23 00 10/m FOB $23.00 10/m FO B $24.50 10/m FOB 

A '930 38 Super 

I 
#SO 38 Spec 

I 
!1'334 38 Spec 

153 Gr SWC -BB 146 Gr . WC-BB 145 Gr . WC0 -88 
Size 356-357 Size 358 Size 358 
$32.50 per 1000 $31 .50 per 1000 $31 50 per 1000 
$23 50 10/m FOB $23.50 10/m FOB $23.50 10/m FO B 

Q #391 38-357 6 1316 38-357 I •43 10mm 
160 Gr RN-BB 160 Gr. TC-BB 170 Gr. TC-BB 
Stze 356·357-358 Size 356·357·358 Size 401 
$32 50 per 1000 $32.50 per 1000 $36.50 per 1000 
$23 50 1 Olm FOB $23.50 10/m FOB I $27.50 10/m FOB A :;: G• sw~0,;"sm I 

'48 10mm 

" 
#416 41 AX 

200 Gr SWC·BB 170 Gr S.WC-8 8 
Size 401 Size 401 Size 411 
$36.50 per 1000 S38.00 per 1000 S37.50 per 1000 
$27 50 10/m FOB $28.00 IO/m FOB $27.50 10/m FOB I '330 44 Mog 1· .. ... &'65 45Aop 201 Gr . SWC·BB 245 Gr SWC·BB 178 Gr. SWC-BB 
Size 427·430 Size 427·430 Size 452 
$40 00 per 1000 $42.00 per 1000 $38.00 per 1000 
$29 00 10/m FOB $30.00 10/m FOB $28.00 10/m FOB . i ~ "~ Q'"' ., ... o •S7 45Aop i '46 45LC 197 Gr. SWC-88 ~~z: ~~tN-BB 228 Gr . TC-BB 240 Gr. SWC-B B 

Size 452 Size 452 Size 452 
$38.00 per 1000 $41 .00 per 1000 $41.00 per 1000 $42.00 per 1000 
$28.00 10/m FOB $29.00 10/m FOB $29.00 10/m FOB $30.00 10/m FOB 

We use only VIRGIN ALLOY 1n the production of our supreme grade hard cas1 bullets. Al l bullets are produced on fully automatic cas!lng machines 
and automal!c sizer lubr1ca1or machines to assure our customers the finest quality and consistency - BULLET AFTER BULLET All bullets are 
sized to the exact diameter required and at the same time they are lubricated under pressure with our high temperature, smokeless, non·sticky 
bulle1 lubricate Hard Cast Bullets are available m three d1tlerent package styles. Packaged per thousand fOf our direct customers; Packaged 
250 bullets per box ma high quality blue box designed sp<M:lf1cally and only fOf our reta il outlet customers: Packaged bulk for manufacturers . 

Manufacturers call tor large volume discounts. LBT Test of 20 ' 
IT IS OK TO MIX TYPES ANO CALIBERS TO CO ME UP WITH 10/m PRICE PROVIDING 

THEY ARE ORDERED IN FULL CASE LOTS AS SPECIFIED. 
BULK ORDERS OF CAST BULLETS ARE SHIPPED BY TRUCK FREIGHT COLLECT. CALL FOR FREIGHT DISCOUNT AMOUNT. 

ALL PRICES IN THIS SUPPLEMENT ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. • 
Ocders paid tiy tluSJness or personal che<: are to tie malled to P 0. Box 1785. W1lhstOn, NO 58&l1 where the order is . . , . 
held tor 20 days !or check clearance tie tore process11111 Please include your phone number with your order. 

NO FFL NEEDED - IF YOU CAN FIND A MORE ACCURATE BULLET WE WANT TO KNOW WHO 

Two weeks after the voting in early 
A ugust , headq uarters we re moved to 
Iowa and the first issue of the new offi­
cial IHMSA silhouette paper, now known 
as IHMSA News until a better name is 
picked, was mailed o ut to members in 
mid-September. 

What does the future hold for 
IHM SA? I called Frank Scotto and asked 
him to share hi s views of the future as 
well as hi s ideas for any changes that will 
be taking place. Frank gracefully sent me 
a long letter immediately and expressed 
hope th at the American Handgunner 
wou ld be supportive. I assured him of 
that support. 

He also offered that everyone did not 
have to necessarily agree with him on 
everything but each other's opinion cou ld 
still be respected . I like that and it is a 
major change of policy. 

What then are Scotto's immediate con­
cerns? 

I) The first has been ta ken care of, 
namely the moving of headquarters and 
the publishing of a new paper. The Sil­
houette did not belong to IHMSA. The 
new publication belongs to the member­
ship and Scotto promises that this wi ll be 
a true membership paper and members 
will be allowed to express themselves 
without edit ing of reports on the part of 
headquarters. 

In a ll fairness to Elgin Gates , who 
served as editor of The Silhouette until 
hi s untimely death , I must adm it that I 
never had one single word ed ited in all 
the art ic les and test reports that I wrote 
for him. 

2) Along with the new paper comes a 
new policy in accepting advertising. Th e 
Silhouette did not accept open adverti sing 
except to se ll its own products. Scotto 
promises to have open industry advert is­
ing to promote more products and, eq ual­
ly important, to provide needed revenue 
for IHMSA. 

This blocking of advert ising has been 
a major friction point with many manu­
facturers of shooting equipment. 

3) For a number of years, IHMSA has 
been a dirty word in many parts of the 
industry. Scotto shared that he has been 
spend ing much of hi s time doing some 
much needed fence mending within the 
industry. I certain ly applaud him for 
these positive efforts. 

As he says , "The industry is as impor­
tant to us as the membership, for without 
the support of the industry, gun develop­
ment, financial ass istance in the form of 
donations, publicity in their publications, 
etc. , al l will eventuall y fa ll by the way­
side." 

How right he is! Industry, Press, and 
Shooters must form a strong three-legged 
base of support for handgunning. None 
can ex ist separately. We all need each 
other especially to provide a solid front 
against the anti-gun element. The enemy 
is too strong for us to waste energ ies 
fighting each other. 
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Scotto says th a t th e res pon se from 
industry has been ve ry positive, as we 
would all ex pect. Members should all 
reali ze this and not be part of any element 
that tri es to tear down the very ones that 
provide not only our handguns for silhou­
etting but fo r self-defense, hunting, sport 
shooting of all types and just pla in old 
plinkin ' . 

4) " IHMSA must be run like a busi­
ness ." To Scotto that means a number of 
things . Personalities do not become part 
of vendettas because of the ir own person­
al likes or di slikes. Custom ers, in thi s 
case IHMSA members, must be serviced 
properl y. 

Bu s inesses th at do not pl ease cu s­
tomers do not las t. That has happened to 
IHMSA recently. Scotto says, "I am not 
so innocent as to think that we can please 
all of the people all of the time, but I do 
believe if we please the majority most of 
the time, we' ll have a strong, prosperous 
and long lived organi zation ." 

Scotto, like myself, is 
against the Production 

Price Ceiling Rule. 

5) Two items that Scotto says must not 
change are the Production Gun Rule and 
the prohibition against "shoot for loot. " I 
am sure the vas t majority of the member­
ship will support Scoito on both of these 
measures . IHMSA has managed to keep 
at least part of silhouetting from becom­
ing an equipment race with it s shoot­
fr o m-th e -box Produ c tion Rul e e ve n 
thou gh some unscrupulous individual s 
have managed to skirt around thi s by 
swapping parts and sights to get an unof­
fi cial "custom" gun to compete with . 

Increasing the avail able pri zes is a 
ti ckli sh iss ue . lt mi ght bring out more 
shooters, but it might al so cause others to 
qui t. Scotto is very strong in maintaining 
the long-standing IHMSA rul e against 
large pri zes in e ither money or material 
and I do not see membership going for 
any great change is thi s area. 

6) Sco tto, like myse lf, is against the 
Producti on Price Ceiling rule as it is now 
written. " I really think something has to 
be done with our Production Price Limit 
Rule. The foreign community, to the best 
of my knowledge, has no set minimum 
wage as we kn o w it. Gun s like th e 
Manurhin are perfectl y legal in Europe 
but don ' t make th e limit he re . At the 
same time, our foreign counterparts can 
shoot he re at th e matches with th em . 
There has to be a way to allow all of our 
shooters, he re and abroad , to compete 
legally on an equal bas is." 

7) Along these same lines Scotto says 
that we must do something to maintain a 

Continued on page 81 

AL CHIP McCORMICK'S~ 
~PERFORMANCE SUPPLY~ 

USA's No. 1 Hi, Performance M, 1911 Products 

M,1911 (EDM) HAMMERS & SEARS 
ACCURACY and SPEED SHOOTING competitors demand 
the very best when VICTORY is measured in thousands of an 
inch or hundreds of a second . These M-1911 hammers & sears 
are state-of-th e-art products made with state-of-the-art technolo­
gies of the future. To the shooter this means the best trigger pull 
ever felt. To the 
gunsmith it means 
superior results 
with much 
less shoptime. 

l. Full-cock correctly 
located and faccory 
JXllished 

2. Half-cock shaped to 
protec t scar 

3 . Cocking pad clears low 
mount bomar 

4. Sides na rrowed to clear 
Computer A ssisted Design (CAD) 
Electron Discharge Machined (EDM) 
Profile tolerance .001 

slide 4 

NEVER A CASTING FLAW 
Perfect parallelism between pivot hole 
and all other features 
Sear- correct geometry 

5. Strut hole correctly ~ 
located 

6 . Proven competit ion 
angles- POLI SHED 

7. Relief area for ha lf-cock 
8. ;.ad to ad!,"" , 

Take-up . 7 PATPENOIN"G 

Made from A-6 tool steel plate stock 
These features precision prepped 

KEN TAPP- 88 Masters Champ - "When my t rigger finger talks, I listen. It te lls me 
these hammers and sears are a must fo r the serious shooter." 
CHIP McCORMICK- 86 & 88 Steel Challenge Champ - "You'll listen too, when you 
experience the unmatched trigger pull. Competitors, for the easiest way to increase. 
scores and/or shoot faster times, use these products." 
STEVE NASTOFF-Master Gunsmith - "You'll see a lot of cheaper, infe rior cop ies. The 
Nastoff spur design is MY t rademark and I wouldn' t be associated wi th anything but the 
VERY BEST." 

• These parts are designed w be msrn lled and safot y checked by exper1enct'J professional p1stolsm.t hs, fo r ust· b)· compern ors m s:mc11oneJ competmons. 

8rd-.45 acp & lOrd-.38 Super Mags-Conversion Kits to Add lrd 
Added Performance is the Name of the Game 

SHOOTING STAR MAGS 
CHOICE OF CHAMPIONS 
All METAL CONSTRUCTION insures long lasting performance. 
Competitors choose a proven design fo r the big matches. This 
unique patented fo llower has been .45 Gov't & Officers 
winning for 8 years: · Conversion Kits 

82 IPSC Combat Natl 's 
83 IPSC Combat Natl 's 
84 IPSC Combat Natl's 
85 IPSC Combat Natl 's 
86 IPSC Combat Natl 's 
87 IPSC Combat Natl 's 
88 IPSC Combat Natl's 
83 IPSC Combat World 
86 IPSC Combat World 
88 IPSC Combat World 
82 IPSC Indoor Natl 's 
83 IPSC Indoor Natl 's 
84 IPSC Indoor Natl 's 
85 IPSC Indoor Natl 's 
86 IPSC Indoor Natl 's 
87 \PSC Indoor Natl 's 
88 IPSC Indoor Natl's 

82 Steel Challenge 
83 Steel Challenge 
84 Steel Challenge 
85 Stee l Challenge 
86 Steel C hallenge 
87 Steel C hallenge 
88 Steel Challenge 
86 West Coast IPSC 
87 West Coast IPSC 
88 West Coast IPSC 
84 Florida lnvt' l 
85 Florida lnvt'l 
86 Florida lnvt' \ 
87 Florida lnvt' l 
88 Florida lnvt' l 

.45 Stainless 
w/Pad 

Standard Length 
M-1911 Competition 
Magazines 
8rd - .45 Stainless $22.95 
8rd - .45 Sta inless 

w/Base Pad 24.95 
8rd - .45 Blue 19.95 
8rd - .45 Blue w/Base 

Pad 21.95 
!Ord - .38 Stainless 27.95 
I Ord - .38 Stainless 

w/Base Pad 29 .95 
!Ord - .38 Blue 24.95 
IOrd -.38 Blue w/Base 

Pad 26.95 
Conversion Kits -
(adds 1 rd to standard 
mags) 
8rd - .45 (Gov't) $10. 95 
7rd - .45 (Officers) 10.95 
!Ord - .38 (Gov't) 12. 95 
8rd - .45 (SIG 220) 12.95 
Shaw Base Pad w/ 

Screws 2. 50 
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HANDGUN HUNTING 
................................ J.D.JONES 

ACCURACY IS MISUNDERSTOOD BUI' 
GOOD HANDLOADS ARE l'HE SECRET 

H 
andg un accuracy seems to be a 
hi ghl y misunderstood subj ect. 
I ' m cont inu a ll y bombarded 
with questions regarding how 

well a particular gun or caliber wi ll shoot. 
And continu all y amazed at the precon­
ceived notion that a ll you have to do is 
pick up a gun, load it and s it down and 
shoot sub-minute of ang le groups with 
the sing le shots or two-inch groups with 
revolvers at I 00 yards. 

Friends , it really isn ' t that easy. If you 
think it is, you've been reading too many 
gun magazines. 

Let 's look at the entire shooting sys­
tem. 

The gun is capable of a certain degree 
of accuracy at any g iven moment which 
may not be the same as the next moment. 
For example, an XP-100 th at cracks its 
stock or a revolver that rocks inside its 
grips from one shot to the next. 

The sights may or may not be of good 

COR-BON® 
Super Penetrator 

Ammunition and Bullets 
for large and 
dangerous 

game 

New Loaded Ammo 
44 Mag 305 gr. 

454 Casull 320 gr. and 360 gr. 
18 Rnd Wallet Pak 
50 Rnd Plastic Box 

••New" Desert Eagle Load 
44 Mag 305 gr. 

Buy direct or see your Dealer 
Call or write Peter Pi 

COR·BON® 
P.O. BOX 10126 

Detroit, Ml 48210 
(313) 894-2373 

quality. Burris makes the only handgun 
scopes that are capable of being readily 
adj ustable to e liminate parallax at a g iven 
distance. No scope is parallax free at all 
distances. 

The ammunition may or may not be 
particularly suitabl e to a particular gun . 
Just because a particular ammunition is 
quite accurate in one gun doesn ' t mean it 
is going to be equally accurate in another 
of the same ca liber. or is accurate 
amm unition a ll that easy to make. 

The shooting rest and style may actu­
a lly induce a loss of accuracy. Try shoot­
ing a group off the bedcover of my truck 
and you may not even be on the paper. 
Most everythin g shoots at least a foot 
high at a hundred if the sandbags are 
placed on the bedcover and groups usual ­
ly are terrible. 

The way the gun is placed on the bag, 
and held, also makes a difference in the 
size of the groups . Not to mention a target 

The STAR PROGRESSIVE RELOADER 
as well as the STAR SIZER & LU­
BRICATOR are the finest available on the 
market. Use patented STAR PRECISION 
RELOADER EQUIPMENT and be confi­
dent that your shooting competitor has 
ammunition no better than yours. 

GET ON TARGET NOW WITH THE 
BEST ... GET STAR PRECISION EQUIP­
MENT FOR BETTER SCORING! 

For FREE CATALOG send 
self addressed, stamped envelope. 

STAR STAR MACHINE WORKS 

/)

MACHINE\ 418 Tenth Avenue 
WORKS~ San Diego, CA 92101 

that is compatible with th e particular 
sight being used. 

Obviously the shooter has noth ing to 
do with the accuracy of the sys tem 
because all of us would put every shot 
through the same hole every time if the 
hardware was any good , right? 

Accuracy Particulars 
Let 's take a look at a few of the partic­

ulars in each part of the system . Except 
the shooter- he is perfect and there is no 
sense even suggesting he isn't. 

Okay, w ith everyth ing working right , 
if you have an over-the-counter revolver 
that will consistently shoot a five-inch 
group a t I 00 •ards you better stick with 
it . Some revolvers can be worked over to 
group in the three-inch range at I 00 yards 
but th at takes a lot of work. 

Others simply cannot be made to 
shoot very accurately due to inherent 
problems with the gun itself which are 
impractical to correct. 

I frequently see accuracy tests which 
are meaningless . If you load a variety of 
amm unition in multiple series of five to 
test, that test is essentially invalid. A 
large number of rounds and guns must be 
cond itioned to each other prior to serious 
accuracy testing. 

The gun should be cleaned properl y 
and at least 25 rounds of the test ammuni­
tion fired on target to see what is happen­
ing . 

Frequently it will be fo und that accu­
racy w ill increase to a certain point and 
remain at that point until fo uling causes 
deterioration in accuracy. 

The worst case I know of was 111 test­
ing some of the experimental Hornady 
swaged lead 38s prior to the time they 
were introduced years ago. I had a Python 
that had been reworked extensively an d at 
a 25 yards from a clean gun thi s particu­
lar ammunition woultl group about 3.5 " 
for six- iron sights of course. 

Con tinu ed shooting showed marked 
improvement in the accuracy. After 30 
shots went through the tube it was a half­
inch-25-yard-gun with the same iron 
sights and shooter. The same cond iti on ing 
frequently increases the accuracy of jack­
eted bullet ammunition. 

I ' ve found simp ly shoot in g a lot of 
five or six sho t groups wit h different 
ammunition shot over the top of the pre­
vious load without conditioning the barrel 
to the new ammo usuall y res ults in a pret­
ty average group sizes for the gun with a 
few excell ent gro ups which stat istical ly 
are invalid. If you test thi s way, you may 
be passing up some loads that may be 
truly excellent. 

One gro u p proves only w hat one 
group did. 1 fee l a 30 to 50 shot group is 
far more indicative of what the system is 
actually doing. 

Do you ever trim your revolver cases 
to uniform length so crimps w ill be uni-

Continued 011 page ·79 
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HANDLOADING 
............................ llCHARLESE.PETTY 

MAGNUM PRIMERS DON'T ALWAYS 
IMPROVE STANDARD HANDLOADS 

S 
ilhouette shooters and handgun 
hunters have fo und th at heav ier 
bullets a re prov ing to be good 
c ho ices fo r th e .44 Mag num . 

There are quite a few in the 300 gr. range 
but most have been either cast or ex pen­
sive custom jacketed types . ow Sierra 
has a 300 gr. JSP. 

Sie rra's offerin g is the first jacketed 
bull e t in thi s we ight in a non- c us tom 
make. I ' ve shot quite a few of them and 
have been reall y impressed with the accu­
racy potential. 

Sierra has just sent me some loading 
data fo r the ir new 300 gr. JSP bullet. The 
jacket is pretty th ick to hold together on 
silhouettes so expansion is not one of the 
goa ls. As w ith any mag num ca rtrid ge 
max imum overall length is important and 
Sierra recommends 1.735" for th e .44 
Magnum. 

I' ve onl y had a chance to try one pow­
der with thi s bullet and I think a word of 
cauti on is in order. I ' ve shot some of the 
heavier loads with He rcu les 2400 and , 
although Sierra reports that they have had 
no problems with the· max imum load of 
2400, I did . 

l ex perienced difficult extraction from 
two d ifferent Ru gers. Thi s may we ll be 
no thin g m o re th a n th e di ffe re nces 
between gun s, but I would strongly sug­
gest that you beg in around 18.0 gr. and 
work up very carefull y from there. 

Magnum Primers 
The word magnum often seems to be 

used synonymously with " better. " If a lit­
tl e is good, more is better is a popular 
re loading philosophy. 

Some fo lks think substituting magnum 

prim e rs fo r the s tandard va ri e ty will 
improve the perfo rmance of their loads. 
Actuall y the truth is th at they may do 
more harm th an good and the practi ce 
can, under some circumstances, be dan­
ge rous . Us ing a magnum prim er wi th 
some of the faster burning powders can 
cause too rapid igniti on and rai se pres ­
sures to levels that can sometimes be dan­
gerous. 

When I was beginning to think about 
this topic I wondered if some compari son 
of burn ing rates would be in order, but 
there are plenty of slower burning pow­
d e r s that are n ' t he lp ed b y m ag num 
primers e ither. Conv enti onal w isdom is 
that ball powders are harder to ignite and 
require magnum primers. This isn 't true 
ei ther, at least not as a generali zation. 

I was also tempted to try to generali ze 
be tween extruded and ba ll powders, at 
least as far as the ir use in magnum car­
tridges was co nc ern ed , but th at didn ' t 
wo rk e ithe r. About th e o nl y e xtruded 
powder that seems to benefit is good old 
2400 and, among the ball types, onl y 296, 
H 110, 680 and Accurate #9 are good can­
didates. 

Blue Dot, an extruded powder that is 
ve ry popul a r in mag num load s, rare ly 
needs them. The best advice is to adhere 
to th e publi shed data. If th e load was 
deve loped us in g magnum primers it ' s 
safe to use them but it 's not a bright idea 
to s ubstitute m ag num primers for th e 
standard variety otherwise. 

I've done some preliminary testing of 
load s w he re I s ub stitute d s tandard 
primers for the magnums and have found 
some in stances whe re ve loc iti es were 
ac tuall y higher with the standard primer 

" Tested and Proven in Africa's Game Fields " 

For Detailed Information , Send a Large SASE 
and Request " Hunting Handgun Brochure " . 

Dealers Include 
Your FFL For 

DEALER 
Prices. 
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and many cases where veloc ity spreads 
were lower. Thi s sugggests that there may 
be cases where better accuracy will be the 
result. 

It 's too soon to make any sweepi ng 
judgement s on the subject and I certai nl y 
don ' t th ink yo u should never use mag­
num primers, but bigger isn ' t always best. 

Redding Profile Crimp Die 
One often overlooked consideration in 

mag num loads is th e amount of c rimp 
and the resulting bul let pull. In fac t, most 
magnum loads are more dependent upon 
bullet pull than the primer fo r consistent 
veloc ity. 

Continued on page 78 

u 
EXTENDED SAFETY 
Pos111ve safely operation w11h no more 
"'fumbles" Rounded corners eliminate 
snagging on holsters or clothing Simple 
installation 

COMBAT MAGAZINE 
RELEASE 

•38 .. 

Sculptured magazine release will not 
snag or release acciden1ally Designed 
tor Browning H1·Power and Colt autos 
Easy to install. JUSt dnll and tap one 
hole. 

' 21 " 
( ... \ll~TJOn ...... .iileTor l10) 

EXTENDED SLIDE RELEASE 
Release slide wi thout shifting grop, 
speeds reloading when you ·run dry" 
Specially designed for 1he Hi-Power. 
simply replaces s1andard release 

'49M 

PLEASE NOTE ... 

AMBIDEXTROUS COMBAT 
SAFETY 
Now nght or left hand safety operation 
!or the H1·Po....·er Exclusive design will 
pos1t1vely flt and work Practically 
1ndestructable and guaranleed against 
breakage 

WIDE TRIGGER 
Reduces felt trigger pull tor better 
con trol E•clus1ve design is better than 
a trigger shoe. will not snag holster on 
draw or mserbon Simple installatlOn, 
also eliminates magazine safety 

COMMANDER STYLE 
HAMMER 
Combines the bes1 features or all past 
and present Browning hammers 1n a 
fully machined, heat treated hammer 
Short spur design will no1 b11e web of 
hand and is tess prone 10 snag When 
installed with our spring k1! , wi ll reduce 
trigger pull Must be fitted bya 
competent gunsmith 

STAINLESS STEEL 
MAGAZINE 

'41 95 

Genuine stainless steel magazrne with 
leed lips custom reshaped to teed 
properly 

s349s 

All pnces are for blued parts. stainless finish is available at S 10 extra per part 

H1 Powers guaranteed to feed fill types of factory ammo 1nclud1ng 
hollow points and Silver tips Please call for details 

Extensive combat modifications are avai lable! Please 
send $3 ($6 outside USA) for our complete catalog. 

TO ORDER 
Send Money Order or Cashier's Check only MasterCardNisa orders welcomed. 
please supply complete card information including e•p1rat1on date Sorry. no COO 
Ofders Phone orders accepted !or credit cards only All orders please add S2 50 
tor UPS m the con11nental US Alaska. Hawa11 and Canada. please add S6 00 per 
Ofder Please lumish street address tor delivery 

I CYLINDER & SLIDE SHOP, INC. 
P.O. Box 937 
Fremont, NE 68025 
Ph. : (402) 721-4277 
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BY JOHN TAFFIN 

W
inchester ·73, ''The Gun 
That Won The West. " had 
as its most serious cham­
bering the .44 Winchester 

Center Fire. Introduced in the same year 
as the .45 Colt, the .44-40 looks much 

sixguns were barrel marked "COLT 
FRONTIER SIXSHOOTER". 

In popularity, the .44-40 was second 
only to the .45 Colt in chamberings of the 
Colt Single Action followed by the .38-
40 (.38WCF) and .32-20 (.32WCF) , both 

of which were 

the .44-40 
also chambered 
in the Model 
'73 Winchester. 

All three 
WCF car-

like a .45 that has been necked down to 
.44 giving a slightly bottlenecked car­
tridge for ease of feeding in the lever 
action Winchester. 

Something was just not quite right for 
the two-gun man who had to buy two dif­
ferent cartridges for his sixgun and car­
bine, and since the .44-40 and .45 Colt 
were both loaded with 40 grains of black­
powder over 200 and 255 grain bullets 
respectively, and since the .44-40 brass 
was only .020" longer than .45 Colt, it 
made sense to chamber the Model P six­
gun in .44-40 and this was done in 1878. 

Although the .45 was never officially 
labeled the Peacemaker, 'the .44-40 Colt 

tridges were 
chambered in the beautiful little Model 
·92 Winchester carbine. but were totally 
eclipsed with the coming of smokeless 
powder and the .30-30 in 1894. 

Colt made something over 150,000 
.44-40 Frontier Sixshooters, and in 1888 
introduced their Flat Top Target Model. 

These were simply Single Action 
Armys with the top of the frame flattened 
and the installation of a rear sight move­
able for windage, as furnished on the 
original Ruger Single-Sixes in 1953. Ele­
vation was accomplished by a movable 
blade in the front sight held in place by a 
screw. Very crude by today's standards, 
but a start towards modem target sights. 

Less than I 000 Flat Top Target Models 
were made, only 21 being in .44WCF. 

Colt also chambered the big New Ser­
vice double action revolver in .44-40. and 
Smith made a few Frontier Models in 
both single action and double action in 
.44-40. A few Triple-Locks even saw 
chambering in .44WCF. 

By 1941 , the Colt Single Action was 
removed from production and the .44-40 
was dead and buried. Things looked like 
it would stay that way. 

When Colt resumed production of the 
Colt Single Action in 1955. which was 
followed in 1962 by the modernized ver­
sion of the Flat Top Target, the New 
Frontier, the calibers were .45 Colt, .357 
Magnum , .38 Special , and .44 Special. 
None were produced in .44-40. 

The Colt died again in 1974, only to 
be resurrected in 1978. This time. before 
it was removed from production for the 
third time, it was once again chambered 
in .44-40 in both Single Action and New 
Frontier versions with a few Sheriff's 
Models being made with both .44-40 and 
.44 Special cylinders. 

The Seville was also produced in 
small quantities in .44-40 with a few dual 

High Performance .44-40 Favorite Loads 

6.5 grs Bullseye 

5.5 grs Bullseye 

7.5 grs WW231 

7.0 grs WW231 

6.5 grs WW231 

35.0 grs FFFg 

20.0 grs H4227 

19.0 grs H4227 

18.0 grs H4227 

17.0 grs H4227 

16.0 grs H4227 

l 0.0 grs Herco 

9.0 grs Herco 

8 .0 grs Herco 

l 0.0 grs Unique 

9 .0 grs Unique 

8 .0 grs Unique 

600 800 

······ ····· ·····1···-· ················ .. -........ .. -.. -..... ...•. ,, ....... -~.-.-~-. -~.- . -.. -.-.. -.-.. - . -~. - . - . 

1000 1200 

Velocity (feet per second) 

Approach all handloading carefully by reducing charges listed by at least l 0% and working up cautiously. Neither the author nor American Hand­
gunner can accept responsibility for results obtained with this information due to the inherent variation in reloading components and individual hand­
loading techniques. . 
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cylinder .44 Magnum/.44-40 revolvers. 
All sixguns chambered for the .44-40 

now are being brought in from Italy by 
such companies as EMF and Cimarron. I 
have had experience with four .44-40 
Italian made sixguns, a three-inch Sher­
iff's Model , a five and one-half inch 
Dakota, a seven and one-half inch Bislcy 
rep I ica, and a seven and one-ha! f inch 
Remington copy. All four shot extremely 
well with the Bisley capable of one hole 
groups at 25 yards and the Remington 
capable of one-inch groups. 

A number of years ago I read a test 
report on the Remington copy in .44-40 
in which the author got three to four inch 
groups at 25 yards with factory ammo in 
the 1875 Remington copy. I expected the 
same when I received my nickle-plated 
.44-40, but I slugged the bore first and 
found it to be .43 I". 

Since factory jacketed bullets run 
.426" in the .44-40, it is easy to sec why 
the accuracy was so poor. By using cast 
bullets of .431-432", the Remington 
rewarded me with one-inch groups. 

Many years ago, I purchased a "pati­
na" Bisley for $160. It proved to be in 
good condition, but the bore slugged 
.432" and the cylinders would not accept 
bullets larger than .428". 

The old barrel came off, was replaced 
by a seven and one-half inch .44 Special 
barrel of .426" groove diameter and that 
old Bisley has given groups of one-half 
inch using 9.0 grains of Unique and the 
Lyman #42798 .44-40 flat-point bullet. 

These two experiences spotlight one 
of the problems in loading for the .44-40. 
There seems to be no real standard for 
barrel groove diameter, with specimens 
running from .426" all the way up to 
.432". Sixguns in .44-40 chambering 
must be measured for groove diameter 
and treated accordingly. 

That is certainly not the only problem 
in loading for the .44-40. Since it is a bot­
tle-necked cartridge, carbide dies, so 
prevalent and taken for granted with 
straight-walled pistol cartridges , are out. 
The extra steps of lubing and then wiping 
the cases free of lubricant must be added 
to reloading the .44-40. 

The worst problem with the .44-40 is 
necks that are paper thin . I lose a few 
cases everytime I reload, always for the 
same reason: I ruin the case necks either 
by starting a bullet crooked or getting a 
case off center and hitting the mouth on 
the bottom of a die. With other pistol car­
tridges, one can usually stop quickly 
enough to keep from ruining the case. 
With the .44-40. the slightest mistake and 
the case is gone. 

And I emphasize mistake; by working 
slowly and carefully, cases will not be 
ruined. 

This week's run of 164 cases is now 
down to 162, one case lost as the mouth 
hit the bottom of the decapping die, the 
other crumpled by a bullet as the neck 

was not expanded quite enough. I started 
with 200 cases in 198 I. If .44-40 brass 
was no longer available, I would certainly 
be more careful. 

Like the .45 Colt, the .44-40 has also 
been saddled with the " weak brass syn­
drome," and like the .45 Colt , the prob­
lem is not brass but the sixguns that these 
cartridges have been chambered for dat­
ing back more than I 00 years. 

A long time standard load for the .44-
40 with the Lyman #42798 bullet has 
been 18.5 grains of #2400. This load has 
been published in numerous books and 
magazines. This load proved to be too hot 
in my New Frontier and I have settled on 
17.5 grains of #2400 as a maximum load 
with the Hercules powder. 

Older relaoding manuals have separate 
sections for reloading the .44-40 for the 
Model 92 Winchester and they list loads 
that use nine grains more #2400 than my 
maximum sixgun load and eight grains 
more than my maximum H4227 load. 

So much for the weak .44-40 brass. 
But such rifle type loads would be like 

hand grenades in sixguns. When using 
reloading manuals, especially some of the 
older ones, please make sure the .44-40 
section is for sixguns. 

The original loading of 40 grains of 
blackpowder cannot be duplicated in 
modern solid head .44-40 brass. The most 
I can get into a case and seat the #42798 
bullet properly is 35.0 grains of FFFg 
which gives slightly over 900 fps. The 
same volume of Pyrodcx Praises the 
muzzle velocity to I 000 fps and both 
loads will group in 2" at 25 yards. 

My favorite powders for the .44-40 are 
Unique and H4227. Unique and Lyman 's 
#42798 bullet just seem made for each 
other and in tests with three different .44-
40 sixguns, all with seven and one-half 
inch barrels. the accompanying velocities 
were obtained. The Remington is a repli­
ca from Liberti, the Bisley is a 1912 man­
ufactured Colt with a new .44 Special 
barrel. the New Frontier is a .44 Special 
with an extra .44-40 cylinder. Five-shots 
at 25 yards ran I 1/)', I" , I" , 1/," (!), 'IX' 
( ! ! ) and a really bad one of I 7/x' '. 

This is outstanding accuracy by any­
one 's standards for any caliber and cer­
tainly for any revolver, be it of modern 
manufacture, replica, or seventy-five plus 
years old. No one can fault the .44-40 
when it comes to accuracy. 

Switching to H4227 , which seems to 
deliver accuracy nearly equal to Unique. I 
prefer 20.0 grains for slightly over 1100 
fps. Hodgdon's H4227 has been the 
answer for a number of large capacity 
cases such as the .44-40 and .45 Colt, and 
19.0 to 20.0 grains of H4227 , like 9.0 to 
I 0 .0 grains of Unique, performs excep­
tionally well in the these two old big bore 
veterans. In some sixguns of these two 
calibers, H4227 has been the only powder 
that would give good accuracy. 

Winchester ' s WW23 l is another 
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favorite with the .44-40 and 8.0 grains of 
this fast burning powder gives slightly 
over I 000 fps with the #42798 Lyman 
bullet and shoots into less than one-inch 
with the standard five shots at 25 yards. 

Two "heavyweight" bullets that I use 
in the .44-40 are Hornady's swaged 240 
grain hollowpoint semi-wadcutter and 
Bull-X's 240 grain bevel base SWC. 

Surprisingly, the soft Hornady hollow­
point does not lead my New Frontier bar­
rel even when driven over 1000 fps. For 
serious defensive work , either of these 
bullets at 900-1000 fps would be my 
choice , although the chance of ever 
employing the .44-40 for this would be 
extremely remote. 

Anything that can be accomplished by 
the .44-40 can be topped by the .44 Spe­
cial . However, it is one of those car­
tridges that hold a certain fascination and 
if power were the only criteria in a six­
gun, only magnums would be sold. Such 
is not the case, however. 

Although not thought of as a target 
load, my tests over the past I 0 years have 
shown the .44-40 to be capable of target 
accuracy even in unrefined single action 
sixguns . And although more deer, and 
larger game, than anyone could count 
have fallen to it, it is certainly not a good 
choice for hunting. 

However, it is an excellent small game 
and varmint load and I have taken many a 
big Idaho jack with mine. It is one of 
those relaxing cartridges that l find 
myself appreciating more and more for 
plinking, woods loafing and just plain 
enjoyment. When the wrist has taken all 
the punishment it can stand from full 
house .44 Magnum and .454 loads , out 
comes the enjoyable big bore, the .44-40. 

A few years back. I decided to make a 
thoroughly modern .44-40 by converting 
an Abilene to a .44 Magnum/.44-40 dual 
cylindered sixgun. Obtaining an extra .44 
Magnum cylinder, l had it rechambered 
to .44-40 and J .D. Jones also sent along a 
.44 Magnum T/C barrel that had been 
rechambered to .44-40. I safely attained 
1350 fps in the seven and one-half inch 
Abilene , and 1750 fps in the ten-inch 
TIC, both using a hard cast 200 grain bul­
let. No problems were encountered with 
the brass, but a problem did surface. 

If I had done my homework first, I 
would have consulted a chart of case 
dimensions and found that the .44 Mag­
num measures .455" outside neck diame­
ter, and the .44-40, with its paper thin 
neck for .426" bullets, goes only .443". 

That means that any .44 Magnum that 
is rechambered to .44-40 is already at 
least .012" oversize at the neck portion of 
the cylinder. The constant expansion 
when fired . and then resizing back down, 
results in a high rate of brass loss from 
neck failure. For conversion to .44-40. it 
is best to start with a ~ 
.357 or .41 Magnum. 
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TOMORROWS 
FIREARMS FINISH 

TODAY!! 

BLACK HARD 
CHROME 

SHOOTIST SUPPLY is now offering the 
durability and rust resistance of hard 
chrome in a black, non-glare traditional 
finish. Black Gard is not a dye or paint, but 
true hard chrome. 

We finish your firearms (Handgun, Rifle, or 
Shotgun) with traditional gray hard chrome 
(Rockwell -c· 70) and then double plate 
with our "Black Gard" chrome (Rockwell 
·c· 60) for unexcelled rust resistance 
and wearability. 

DOUBLE GUARANTEE 

1) When your handgun is plated, use it for 
30 days. If you do not think it's the best 
finish of its type you have ever used, return 
it - we'll strip the plating and reblue It 
AND refund your money. 

2) LIFETIME GUARANTEE· a flrstin the 
Industry. We will guarantee the finish of 
the firearm for the life_ of the original 
owner- our black chrome will wear - as any 
finish will· but, wearesoconfidentthatitwill 
give better and longer service than any 
other black finish on the market that we will 
refinish your firearm as many times and as 
often as you wish with only a modest 
charge ($24.50) for handling. 

You can't lose! Just send us the parts of 
the firearm you want plated (or we will dis­
assemble for a small charge of $7.00) to the 
address below, along with your check, 
money order or credit card (Visa/Master­
card) number in the amount of $149.20 for 
handguns, or $194.00 for rifles or shotguns 
(include $6.00 postage and insurance). 
Yes, we can do your guns In black and 
grey. Turn around time - approx. 2 wks. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION & 
OUR FREE BROCHURE 

WRITE OR CALL 
1-800-654-5985 

SHOOTIST SUPPLY 
622 5th Avenue 

Belle Fourche, SD 57717 

LEAl'HAM'S COLUMN 
................................. ROB LEATHAM 

WEAVER AND ISOSCELES STANCES 
BOTH OFFER CERTAIN ADVANTAGES 

Leatham says the Weaver stance is 
better for last shooting at close range 
(R) but the Isosceles is better for more 
precise, moderately last shooting 
(above). The ratio of speed and 
accuracy determines which technique 
to use, advises the six-time IPSC 
national champion. 

I 
recentl y received a ca ll from a 
shooter who competes in the higher 
levels of organized practica l pisto l 
competiti on ask ing my opinion of 

the Weaver stance. He ex pl a ined that 
be ing from Colorado, the o ld s tomping 
gro un ds of Ross Seyfried, mos t of th e 
shooters in that area a re pretty m uch 
clones of the 198 1 Worl d Champion. 

He stated that he himsel f had adapted 
a variation of Seyfried's Weaver stance 
and had also experimented with ·what is 
popularly called the Isosceles stance. His 
question- which did 1 think was better? 

I had to think about this for a minute 
because the answer is not as sim ple as 
you mi ght think. I tend to have loaded 
answers for most the common questions, 
and th is was no diffe rent. 

The techn iq ue to use is based sole ly 
on the requi rements of speed versus accu­
racy. In practical or "action" shooting, it 
is always a balance of speed and accuracy 
we str ive for, and the techniques used are 
based on the rati o of how fas t to go ver­
sus how many po ints can be scored . On 
thi s we weigh our quest fo r the answer to 
the shooting stance question. 

For those who don ' t have the fogg iest 
idea about what we' re d iscuss ing, let me 
ex plain. The Weaver stance, named after 
one of the pioneers of practical shooting, 
Jac k Weave r, is based on a pu sh- pull 
effect to (theoreticall y) stabili ze the gun 
for fas t, close-range defensive shooting. 
It is c laimed by those who preach its ben-

efits that it enables you to control heavy 
recoiling handgun s. 

Usi ng this stance, a right-handed per­
son pl aces hi s left foo t fo rward of th e 
ri ght w ith yo ur body turned about 45° 
from a perpend icula r line to the target. 
The right hand ho ld ing the weapon push­
es fo rward aga ins t the left s uppo rt ing 
hand, which pull s backward . Both arms, 
as orig inally developed by Jack Weaver, 
a re sha rply bent and th e head is til ted 
down to see the sights. 

Now of course there are variations of 
the bas ic Weaver stance such as the Mod­
ified Weaver taught by Ray Chapman , the 
first IPSC Worl d Champion. Ray keeps 
hi s r ight arm stra ight w ith the left still 
bent and pulling into the li ne of the right 
arm. J ' m sure there are other variations, 
but thi s is the most popul ar. 

The Isosceles stance has found a wide 
fo llowing in PPC competition and also in 
medium-speed, med ium-accuracy match­
es li ke the Bianchi Cup. 

The Isosceles gets its name from the 
isosceles triang le which has two sides of 
equ al length . The true Isosceles wou ld , 
then, have both arms fully ex tended rep­
resenting the two equal legs of the tri an­
gle with the head straight up and the feet 
placed shoulder width apart, square to the 
target, to form the base leg of the tr iangle. 
Thi s stance is a lso called a Turret Stance 
as the idea is fo r the shooter to pivot from 
the waist to engage targets laterally, thus 

Continued on page 76 
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Explosive Impact energy; vicious flesh destruction. 
Shatters ribs and blows rib pieces Into lung tissue. 
(See photo at right) Top entry wound Into animal rib cage was the result 
of the .38 Thunderzap. Entry wound below made with .44 mag hollow point. 

Complete energy is consumed on impact with target. 

Over 90% of all gunfights in U.S. are within the 21-foot range. 
" Urban-safe" ... will not exit human body; ricochet-proof. 
Very low wall-penetration for NARC raids or home defense. 
Velocity is ZERO at 360-feet reducing contact percentage with innocent 
bystanders in a street gunfight. 

IN STAN 
SATISFACTIO 

• 
IMMEDIATE 

RESULTS 

~r------__ 
4" .38-2800FPS at muzzel "O" FPS at 100-yards 

PL US:• LOW RECOIL DUE TO 32gr PROJECTILE 
• NON-LEAD PROJECTILE SAFE FOR INDOOR RANGES 
• .38 MATCH AMMO ACCURACY 

ORDER YOUR THUNDERZAP AMMO TODAY! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------, 

BOX OF 50 .38 ROUNDS: $40.00•SAMPLE10-PAC: $10.00 
ALL ORDERS POSTPAID• NO C.O.D.s 

PLEASE SEND ME THE FOLLOWING .38 THUNDERZAP AMMUNITION : 
_ BOX( ES) of 50-rounds at $40.00 per box ..... ..... $ __ 
_ PAC(S) of 10-rounds at $10.00 per packet ... ..... $ __ 

Total amount of this purchase: $ = 
Make check or money order payable to : THUNDERZAP, INC. 
(Print ALL Information) 

NAME ------------------­

ADDRESS -------- - ----- ---­

CITY/STATE/ZIP ·------- ---- - ----

TELEPHONE CO.: (In case of inquiries about this order) A.C. __ - _ __ _ 

MAIL THIS ORDER FORM WITH REMITIANCE TO THUNDERZAP, INC . P.O. BOX 579, CENTRAL LAKE, Ml 49622 

NO SALES TO PERSONS UNDER 18-YEARS OLD. PROOF OF AGE REQUIRED WITH EACH ORDER. 



By Charles E. Petty 

Photos by Ichiro Nagata 

' 

hree years ago the shooting world was informed of a brand new 
cartridge that was ballistically similar to the 1 Omm Auto. It 
wasn't quite as hot, but was intended for the conversion of exist­
ing 9mm pistols. 

The cartridge was the brainchild of Evan Whildin of Action Arms 
who reasoned that a medium bore cartridge that could be used in 
existing 9mm pistols would be a big hit. He was right, but the reality 
didn't exactly tum out that way. 

Whildin's cartridge used a case just a bit shorter than the .45 ACP 
with a first for American automatic pistols: a rebated rim. The rim 
dimensions were the same as those of the 9mm Luger and would, 
with a simple barrel change, let you make a real gun out of your 
9mm. 

The caliber was to be .41 and the new round was dubbed the .41 
Action Express. To say that it created a lot of interest would be an 
understatement. Ammunition was loaded in Israel by IMI and we all 
anxiously awaited the barrels. Action Arms imported the AT-84 copy 
of the famed CZ-75 and would, they reported, have barrels soon. 
That was three years ago and some of the bloom has fallen from the 
rose since then, for things proved to be more complicated than first 
thought. So we waited. 

Copying the CZ-75 9mm became something of a fad with most of 
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the work being done by Tanfoglio of Italy. Tanfoglio 's TZ-75 in 
9mm was imported by F.I.E. and so F.I.E. also jumped on the .41 
Action Express bandwagon. 

The holdup in the .41 AE came after it was learned that when you 
ream out 9mm barrels to accept the 0.435" diameter .41 AE cartridge 
and 0.41 O" bore, there simply isn't enough metal left for adequate 
safety margins. 

Everyone went back to the drawing boards. 

Smoke Without Fire 
In the interim some barrel s were made for 9mm Government 

Model pistols but they were temperamental and functioning was less 
than reliable. Some gunsmiths , by dint of lots of work and more than 
a little luck, have been able, they allege, to make the Government 
Model conversions work. But most of the rest of us have had ammo 
and nothing to shoot it in. 

For a time it was a repeat of the 1 Omm story. There was more than 
a little appeal to the original concept, especially for those of us who 
are not rabid 9mm fans, for it would bring a reasonable level of 
power to guns of the "wondernine" configuration. 

All of the attention that has been paid to the ergonomics of the 
newer 9mm pistols has produced some that feel really good, so the 
.41 Action Express conversion seemed like a great idea. But, as I 
said, that was over three years ago and one quickly tires of hoopla. 

Smoke without fire. 
There have been plenty of 

times in firearms history when a 
good idea withered and died 
because of "unavoidable delays." 

.41 AE At Last! 
But the result, the F.I.E. 's Tan­

fo g I io TZ-75 Series 88, was 
worth waiting for. The redesign 
includes beefing up the barrel, 
but the most visible changes are 
in the slide. 

The heavier recoil of the .41 
AE produced extremely high 
slide velocities and increasing the 
weight of the slide was found to 
be one of the best means of mod­
erating recoil. The difference 

isn 't something you'd notice unless you happen to have one of the 
other guns for comparison, but then you can see that the slide is a bit 
thicker. 

The slide also has an integral barrel bushing and front sight which 
replace the screw-in bushing and staked-on front sight of the original 
model. 

There are some small changes in the frame as well. Most impor­
tant is the relocation of the manual safety from its prior position on 
the slide to a much more convenient location on the frame. The safe­
ty still will permit "cocked and locked" operation for someone so 
inclined. 

A firing pin safety has also been added. A lot of folks cuss these, 
Continued on page 87 

.. 
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LOADING DATA .41 ACTION EXPRESS 

CHARGE CASE PRIMER BULLET 
11.0 grs. !Ml w-w 170 SIERRA 1100 fps 

l 0.6 grs. !Ml FEDERAL 170 SIERRA 1156 fps 

7.6 grs. IMI FEDERAL 170 SIERRA 1151 fps 

8.6 grs. IMI w-w 170 SIERRA 1059 fps 

11 .0 grs. !Ml w-w 160 HARRISON 1117 fps 

6.0 grs. !Ml w-w 220 CAST 980 fps 

10.5 grs. !Ml FEDERAL 170 CAST 1200 fps 
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H 
andgun hunters, and rifle hunters too for that matter, need to carry a reliable back-up 
pistol. A companion gun to supplement their primary hunting arm, be it a scoped 
Contender or high power rifle. The primary hunting arm can malfunction or the 
hunter can become lost and need to fire signal shots or he might need to administer a 
coup de grace- there are many reasons why a hunter needs a second gun. 

Enter the Wilson Magnum Hunter Companion, a customized Smith & Wesson "Classic 
Hunter" designed to be carried by a hunter as his companion, his back-up. This highly prac­
tical .44 Magnum revolver features an unfluted cylinder along with a host of custom options. 

Wilson 's Gun Shop performed a super-slick action job to give the Companion an incredi­
bly smooth and light trigger stroke. The barrel has been cut back to five-inches, perfect for 
packing in the field, and a custom Patridge front sight has been added. 

The gun is finished in Metaloy hard chrome (Rt. 3, Box 221-M, Berryville, AR 72616 
phone: 501 423-4225). Metaloy's durable and attractive "Star Burst" finish makes the gun 
highly resistant to the elements. 

The handsome wood stocks are from Guy Hogue and feature Hogue 's patented "Mono­
Grip" construction. Hogue's exotic Goncalo Alves grips with finger grooves provide a com­
fortable , naturally pointing grip for the Wilson Magnum Hunter Companion. (Hogue Grips, 
P.O. Box 2036, Atascadero, CA 93423, phone: 805 466-6266). 

The Companion also features Mag-Na-Port's recoil-reducing ports for faster recovery 
shots to tame the recoil of this .44 Magnum (Mag-Na-Port International, 41302 Executive 
Dr., Mt. Clemons, Ml, 48045 phone: 313 469-6727). 

The Wilson Magnum Hunter Companion is available on a customer 's Smith & Wesson .44 
Magnum or .357 Magnum for only $427.95 with all the custom additions you see here. The 
complete gun as shown is only $947.95 (supplies are limited due to S&W's limited run of the 
Classic Hunter). 

For more information about the full line of Wilson's gunsmithing services and Wilson's 
custom accessories, write to Wilson 's Gun Shop, P.O. Box .., 
578, Berryville, AR 72616 or call (501) 545-3611. 

HOM JAN/FEB 1990: 

City, State, Zip - ------ - -­

Circle your answer to question: {AJ (BJ (CJ (DJ 

If I win, please ship my gun through: 

City, State, Zip --------- -

Phone ( ) _ · _ __ Store Hours_ om _ pm 

Contest void where taxed or prohibi ted by law. W inners 

mus t comply with all federal and local lows. Contest open 

to U.S. residen ts only. Employees and agents of Pub lishers' 

Development Corp. not eligible. N o purchase necessary. 

Winners will be noti fied by REGISTE RED MAIL on official 

TO ENTER CONTEST: Use a 
postcard (no envelopes) and follow 
scimple. Send to AMERICAN 
HANDGUNNER, Dept. H 1, POB 
880409, San Diego, CA 92108-0009. 
Mail before February 1, 1990. 
Limit 1 entry per household. 

"DO YOU HAVE AN ELECTRONIC 
SIGHT FOR YOUR HANDGUN?" 
(A) YES (B) NO 

"ff NO, DO YOU PLAN ON BUYING 
ONE?" 
(C) YES (D) NO 





I • s ice 
Custom Colt .380 ACP 

By Massad Ayoob 

Photos by lchiro Nagata 

t both Bianchi 
Cup and Second 
Chance last year, 
Bill Laughridge 

and hi s associate Chri s 
Hagemann had an intrigu­
ing little pistol on display. It 
looked like a gun only 
smaller. 

my list of serious-business 
firearms. 

I fear that I stand correct­
ed. 

Chris had taken a Colt 
Government Model .380 
and given it the same treat­
ment that their Cylinder & 
Slide Shop gives to bigger 
Government Models of 
9mm, .38 Super, and .45 
persuasion for Steel Chal­
lenge, IPSC, and bowling 
pin shooting respectively. It 

Delicate yet dangerous, the Laughridge custom 
Colt .380 nestles discreetly in a lady's purse. 
Like a loyal German shepard, it is peaceful 
when left undisturbed but can be deadly 

When Chris came to 
work with Bill, the latter 
had been thinking about a 
miniature comp gun and the 
former had been thinking 
about it more seriously. Bill 
gave Chri s the go-ahead, 
and Chris built the wee .380 
up with an expansion cham­
ber recoil compensator he 'd 
designed and built himself. 

The grotty, heavy trigger 
was brought down to a nice 
3,h pounds or so, with a lit­
tle bit of takeup left in by 

when provoked. 

was the single most-handled gun in the display. 
It was, God help us, cute. 
There are certain words that should never be 

used in the same sentence. These include "gov­
ernment" and "intelligence," "fair" and "fight ," 
"friendly" and "fire" and, I would submit, "cute" 
and "gun." My feeling has always been that any 
gun that was cute would automatically be low on 

intention for reasons we '11 discuss later. The inte-
rior contact surfaces were deburred and polished. 

The itty-bitty factory sights were replaced with 
fixed Colt Officers ACP style , the white dots 
blacked out in deference to the overwhelming 
preference for all-black sights expressed by own­
ers of bigger comped Colts. The mag well was 
bevelled for quick reloads. 



The front strap of the grip was beautifully 
checkered, the backstrap stippled all the way to the 
back edge of the grip tang. A steep, very slightly 
ramped, carefully serrated front sight was installed 
on the compensator. 

The Colt Government .380 is not a pistol Laugh­
ridge sees a lot of. Most of his business is the two 
guns he's famous for: the Browning Hi-Power 
9mm and the full-size Colt automatic, both usually 
ordered as street defense guns. Bill was, however, 
familiar enough to realize that the scaled-down 
Government in .380 moves the magazine release 
button to a point where the average-size male hand 
will accidentally drop the mag if the shooter fires 
with a locked-down-thumb hold. 

The factor concerned me, since I teach that solid 
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hold at LFI just as Ray Chapman and John Shaw 
do at their schools. Chris Hagemann had beefed up 
the mag release spring to prevent this potential dis­
aster. His solution works. The test gun was the first 
Colt Government (or Mustang) .380 this writer has 
fired that did not cough up its magazine every time 
you squeezed it. 

Women and Defense 
The mention of the female hand is intentional. 

Women with defense on their mind constitute the 
single fastest-growing segment of the "new hand­
gun owner market." Bill and Chris noted that even 
non- gun-owning women at the shoots with their 
spouses would walk by, catch sight of the little 
.380, and start to handle it. 
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Let's not forget that the average female hand is 
about one finger digit in length shorter than the 
average male hand. The baby Colt fits them per­
fectly. The slight slack Chris left in the trigger 
reduces the chance of an accidental firing under 
stress. 

My wife very nearly bought this gun. She loved 
the feel. The only reason she didn't was that she 
couldn't reconcile herself to the de-escalation from 
.38 Special and 9mm Parabellum to .380 ACP in a 
defense gun. 

I next tried my 11-year-old daughter. It fit her 
small hand perfectly and she shot the gun amazing­
ly well. However, Cathy doesn't care for auto load­
ers even though she started her handgunning career 
at age 8 with a Beretta 950 BS customized by 
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Small enough to be carried dis~reetly 
in a lady's purse, the Laughridge 
custom .380 handles well in small, 
feminine hands. The .380 ACP might 
not be the most potent manstopping 
cartridge, but a flurry of those little 
Silvertips would certainly make an 
impression. The compensator makes 
rapid fire easily controllable. 

Handgunner 's John Lawson. 
Coming to terms with the fact 

that your daughter is a revolver 
person is easier than having her 
become a drug addict, I suppose, 
and I am comforted by the fact 
that her latest firearms infatua­
tion is with the .357 Magnum 
caliber. I expressed no disap­
pointment that she passed up the 
.380. 

But for every woman like my 
wife and daughter, there are 
many who find the snap and 
blast of a .38 Special small­
frame or a 9mm Parabellum, let 
alone a Magnum, to be intimi­
dating. Enter the Hagemann 

Cylinder & Slide .380 Custom. 
The recoil of this compensated pistol is marked­

ly less than a stock .380 of the same make or any 
of similar size. The compensator works. To me, it's 
almost like shooting a .22 rimfire. 

This gun engenders comments. Lots of com­
ments. A gun that's a conversation piece, as this 
one is, engenders pride of ownership. That in tum 
enhances the possessor's motivation to enter more 
deeply the world of the gun. In short, we're talking 
a pistol with proven ability to turn women who 
don't especially care about guns into fledgling pis­
tol enthusiasts. 

The Truth About Guns 
Maybe some of these women will shoot them in 
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fun matches. They won't be entering them in IPSC 
competition, because the .380 doesn't make the 
power floor for even minor caliber. More to the 
point, though, the gun encourages them to get out 
and shoot. 

This makes the new owner more skilled and 
more confident with the pistol. While the .380 is 
not my first (or second, or tenth) choice in a fight­
ing caliber, there is no gainsaying two basic truths. 

TRUTH ONE: A .380 that's with you when dan..: 
ger threatens beats hell out of a .45 that was left at 
home. 

This fact came home to me one night in New 
York City when I was running in a radio car with a 
couple of tough black cops and the call came over 
the radio, "10-30 (armed robbery) in progress, two 
black males with guns, there now." 

There on police union business instead of police 
department business, I was technically not legal to 
carry and was therefore armed with a pair of Nikon 
cameras. I cleared my throat as the driver wheeled 
the radio car toward the "gunmen there now" 
scene, and the cop on the recorder side handed me 
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If the customized Government Model 
.45 is the ultimate fighting handgun 
for a man, surely a miniaturized 
version would be the ultimate for a 
woman. This customized .380 
mini·Governtment Model sports many 
of the same features of a full-size .45 
tricked out for gunfighting, like the 
hi-viz sights (below) contrasting 
against a serrated slide. The front 
strap (left) is checkered for a non-slip 
grip. The compensator (facing page) 
is of the "expansion chamber" design 
that's proven itself the best. 

his backup. It was a .380 Walther PPK-S loaded 
with 95 grain ball ammo. 

Normally, this would be my idea of a good ham­
ster gun, but under the circumstances, it felt like 
the thunderbolt of Zeus as my formerly unarmed 
hand closed on it. The gunmen were gone when we 
got there, but the feeling of comfort remained. 

Women's wear does not give the latitude for car­
rying big guns that menswear does. The female 
who can .carry a .380 like this daily is better off 
than the one with a 9mm Luger in the dresser. 

TRUTH TWO: A hit with a good .380 round 
beats hell out of a miss with a .44 Magnum. A .380 
is easier to shoot well than, say, a snubnose .38 
Special revolver, and this Cylinder & Slide baby 
comp is incredibly easier to shoot. 

.380 Stopping Power 
Though people like me put down the .380, stud­

ies by Detroit Police sergeant Evan Marshall indi­
cate that a good hollowpoint .380 like the Winch­
ester Silvertip (the best stopper of conventional 
.380's according to both Evan's casefiles and 
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mine) or the Federal 88 grain JHP (a close second 
place on both lists) is a better fight-stopper than 
roundnose lead .38 Special or 9mm Parabellum 
ball. 

Alas, the Colt Government .380 does not always 
work 100% with a fully loaded magazine of Silver­
tip. Download by one, and the reduced mag spring 
tension will allow the tip of the JHP to clear the 
front of the magazine and cycle on every shot. 
Cylinder and Slide, and LFI separately, have seen a 
lot of Silvertip jams in Colt .380s. 

Colt has recently announced a new-configura­
tion magazine for the little GM that is "guaran­
teed" to feed with a full cargo of Silvertip. But 
lacking any samples, I simply switched to Federal 
hollowpoints and PMC ball when Silvertip choked 
in the test gun. MPP (Maximum Pocket Pistol) 
loads from Personal Protection Systems, Ltd. 
duplicated Silvertip performance and, though more 
expensive, worked fine thanks to the plastic hard­
ball-shape nose cap. _ 

Since there's no competition this gun is eligible 
for nationwide, we didn ' t check heavily for accura­
cy. We did note that groups were tighter, partly 
because of the improved trigger pull, than the stock 
GM .380 we used as a comparison gun. 

Dollars and Sense 
Let's talk dollars. Our test gun, duplicated on a 

brand-new Colt Government .380 would still cost 
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under $1,000. That's cheap for a compensated cus­
tom pistol from a big-name gunsmithing house, 
and is in the ballpark with factory-stock prestige 
.380s like the Heckler & Koch. 

If you have a Government .380 of your own or 
can get a good deal on one, the custom work -
which C&S estimates will take about six months 
- goes like this: 

Trigger Job: $45 .00 
Compensator Package: $250 including the Offi­
cer's ACP sights, front sight, and insured ship­
ping. 
Stippling/Checkering: $50 for the frontstrap , 
$50 for the backstrap. 
Bevelled mag well for speed reloading: $27 .50 
Internal polish, deburr, and throating: $54.50 
Radius and Tension extractor: $10.00 
The total package for converting your Govern­

ment .380 Colt, to make it just like the test gun, 
adds up to $487 - not bad at all for turning a good 
little pistol into a unique little shooting machine. 

We ' re talking a gun that might interest a distaff 
loved one who hitherto showed little interest in the 
technology you 've been wanting to turn her onto. 
That in itself is a value we can't put a dollar price 
on. 

This is one of the most interesting pistols I've 
played with in a while. Perhaps there 
is a place for cute handguns after all. 
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HANDGUNNING HINTS 
Some OH Hand Remarks 

1. Getting a chance to 
spend more quality time 
with your handgun getting 
ready for the big hunt? 

4. Because events other 
than injury may conspire to 
ruin a shot by the practiced 
hand, teach the off hand to 
hold and fire your 
handgun. 

Bennett Viken and Robin Sutton 

2. Well don 't forget the off 
hand, the one that's always 
helping out while the other 
has all the fun. 

3. Start letting it in on some 
of the action. 

© Bennett Viken and Robin Sutton 1989 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER ·JANUARY /FEBRUARY 1990 



ProTimer III™ 
• Easy operation. Just tum it on and 

start shooting for most common 
operation modes. 

• Automatically selects shot 
detection and stop plate switch 
operations. Par time available 
on shot and stop plate modes. 

• Bold LCD display and touch pad 
controls on top of unit provide 
convenient viewing/ operation. 

• Features low-frequency buzzer or 
optional high-frequency buzzer. 

• Lightweight custom-molded 
housing with clear dust cover 
top seals out contamination. 

• Coupling jack for man-on-man 
or remote start. 

• Powered by 9-volt alkaline battery 
in easy access compartment. 

All this performance for only 
$225.00. 

ProThch'M Chronograph 
•Portable easy to set-up on table or 

standard camera tripod. Indoor/ 
outdoor capability. 

• Records number of shots, velocity 
from shot-to-shot without 
resetting, and average velocity 
per shot string. 

• Provides direct velocity readouts 
from 75 to 4500 fps with accuracy 
to 1/ 2%. 

• Large LCD·display for positive 
viewing from firing position. 
Display includes low battery 
indicator. 

• Diffuser hoods included to assist 
built-in skyscreens on bright days. 

• Powered by 9-volt alkaline battery. 
• Optional remote control allows 

resetting for number of shots and 
average velocity from up to 20 ft. 

Now only $129.95. 

ProThch'M CLASSIC 
Chronograph 
• The classic down-range sensor 

features full-function readout at 
shooting position. 

• Easy set-up and operation for 
indoor/outdoor use. Pre-assembled 
sensors mount on standard 
camera tripod. 

• Displays high and low velocities, 
extreme spread, standard . 
deviation, average velocity, 
shot number and average shot 
velocities. 

• 75 to 4500 fps velocity range with 
accuracy to within 1/2 %. 

• Memory stores up to 24 shots, 
calculates up to 211 shots. 

• Edit function allows removal of 
unwanted velocities from shot 
string. 

I~ Competition Electronics, Inc. 
2542 Point O' Woods Rockford, IL 61111 

• True, standard deviation. 
• Large LCD display with low battery 

indicator. 
• Powered by 9-volt alkaline battery. 
• Diffuser hoods included for bright 

days. 
Complete, ready-to-use at just 
$189.95. 

ProTNT'M 
• All the outstanding features of our 

ProTimer III and ProTach CLASSIC 
combined in one economical unit. 

• It's your best value for the ultimate 
in precision, reliable performance. 

Only $325.00. 

All of our products feature ... 
• 30 day money-back guarantee 
• One year limited warranty 
• 5 day turnaround service policy 

ORDER NOW! 
Call Toll-Free 1-800-222-3845. 
Visa, MasterCard and COD accepted. 
Illinois residents add 6-1 / 4% sales 
tax. Add $4.50 for shipping and 
handling. Certified check or money 
order by mail. 





THE MASTERS 
By Cameron Hopkins 

Photos by Nyle Leatham 

W
ho could fully appreciate the exhilaration that Sir Edmund 
Hillary felt when he finally scaled the peak of Everest? Maybe 
only another mountain climber could relate to the avalanche of 
emotion that must flood through a man whose every fiber ached 

to achieve this dream of conquering a distant peak. Or maybe anyone who has 
struggled to attain a difficult goal could empathize with Sir Edmund. Maybe a 
competitive shooter named Brian Enos knows exactly what the British explorer 
experienced as he surmounted Everest. 

Brian Enos scratched and pulled and clawed his way to the top of the most 
demanding pistol tournament on the professional circuit. He is the 1989 Master, 
the greatest all-around handgun shooter as determined in this multi-discipline test 
of marksmanship and grace under pressure called The Masters. 

The pinnacle has eluded Brian for two years, but he relentlessly pushed ahead 
with a rigorous training program designed to beat what for him was the tough 
North Face- the gruelling Precision Event of bullseye shooting in The Masters. 

The local Quincy paper proclaimed in its front sports page headline, "Enos 
Sheds Bridesmaid Image." If there is a record for standing right up there at the 
alter, but not taking the vows of a pistol champion, it 's the 33-year-old handgun­
ner from Mesa, Arizona. 

Brian has placed second eight times in major professional matches. He has 
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finished in the top five- actually the top 
four, second through fifth- of the IPSC 
Nationals virtually every year since he 
began competing. He was second in the 
1988 Masters, fifth in 1987 and ninth in 
1986. 

He finished second in the 1989 Steel 
Challenge and come up just a few points 
short in the Bianchi Cup several times. 
He has, in fact, won only two matches­
back-to-back Bianchi Cups in 1983 and 
1984. But they've been mighty lean 
years since. 

Until 1989, that is , when this remark­
able marksman of Team Springfield cap­
tured the $20,000 cash prize as the 1989 
Master. It was a long, rocky climb to the 
top. 
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Precision Event Blues 
In the 1988 Masters, Brian won two 

out of three stages, the Action and Long 
Range Events. Despite this considerable 
lead over the field , he still had to face the 
ego-crushing Precision Event where even 
an NRA National Champion bullseye 
shooter can barely hit more than half of 
the ridiculously difficult targets. 

Dem ol ' Precision Event Blues struck 
Brian with a vengeance in last year's 
Masters. He hit a disappointing 13 out of 
45 shots, a disastrous score that toppled 
him from first place. With the crest of the 
mountain clearly in sight, he was denied 
on the final ascent. 

Brian returned to the sweltering Ari-
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Jerry Mikulek (left) won the Action 
Event with a box-stock Model 27. 
He's incredibly fast with that 
wheelgun and is widely hailed as 
"the next Ed McGivern." He shot the 
Action plates (far left) in record time. 
The Precision Event (below) 
determines The Master because of its 
inordinately difficult course of fire-­
those little dots in the background are 
the targets! A Browning Buck Mark 
(right) was used in the Precision 
Event. The match took place (bottom) 
in the scenic PASA Park in Illinois. 
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Vance Schmid (above) w on the Long Range Event, but his specialty is speed 
shooting. Long Range guns (top) include "ski guns" with odd protuberances. 

zona heat with a burning resolve to con­
quer the Precision Event. Those frustrat­
ing little aspirins that they call targets 
would become his passion to beat. 

The first thing he did was deep-six his 
customized Ruger Mk. II pistol and 
replace it with a finely executed Euro­
pean target pistol , a Pardini Fiocchi. He 
fired top-of-the -line CCI Green Tag 
ammo in the Italian tack-driver. 

With his new gun he practiced. And 
practiced and practiced and practiced and 
then practiced some more. 

The months rolled by, and still he 
practiced. The seasons changed and there 
was Brian out alone in the desert , practic­
ing. Christmas came and went, the calen­
dar swept past Easter and still Brian Enos 
worked diligently on p(acticing the Preci­
sion Event 

The Masters Unfolds 
The first week of August every year 

heralds a grand event that uplifts the quiet 
hamlet of Barry, Ill . The Masters Interna­
tional Shooting Championship unfolds 
annually just down the road a piece from 
this quaint Middle American village 
where Mayor Ed Venicombe knows each 
and every one of the 500 residents on a 
personal basis. 

The main intersection in town meets at 

the comer of Smith & Wesson Avenue 
and Remington Drive. Mayor Venicombe 
passed a special ordinance renaming two 
main streets after the two Co-Sponsors of 
The Masters who contributed a generous 
$25 ,000 each in cold, hard cash. 

Drive out of Barry a few miles and 
you reach the picturesque "shooting 
park" of the Pike-Adams Sportsmans 
Alliance, the site of The Masters. Four 
years ago PASA was a hog farm with 
muddy pens full of pig wallows, an oink­
oink here and a oink-oink there. As the 
dream of a multi-discipline handgun 
match slowly took shape in Smith & 
Wesson Historian Roy Jinks' mind, he 
sought out a range suitable to hosting 
what would become the richest, most 
prestigious pistol tournament ever. Roy 
finally settled on this hog farm, showing 
the same vision and foresight in picking 
the site of the match as he had in conceiv­
ing it. 

The earth movers and dozers snorted 
and spewed diesel fumes as they trans­
formed the mud wallows into what is 
now a beautifully landscaped park. Lush 
oak trees, centuries old, tower over the 
manicured lawns surrounding the shoot­
ing ranges of PASA Park. Before the first 
shooter arrives for The Masters, literally 
hundreds of man-hours of volunteer labor 

have gone into preparing the park to host 
The Masters. 

All-Around Handgunner 
The match consists of three events 

which represent the three major disci­
plines of competitive handgunning. From 
the sport of metallic silhouette shooting 
comes the basis of the Long Range Event. 
From the sport of bullse; e shooting 
comes the Precision Event. And from the 
several match formats comprising 
"action" shooting (Steel Challenge, IPSC, 
Bianchi Cup) comes the Action Event. 

The Masters seeks to unite the three 
handgunning sports and crown the 
world's greatest all-around handgunner. 
This was the fourth annual Masters and 
the previous three champions have come 
from the ranks of IPSC and bullseye. So 
far silhouetters have not performed par­
ticularly well in The Masters for reasons 
unknown. 

For the first time The Masters would 
see members of the Army Marksman 
Unit compete. Capt. John McNally, one 
the finest shots to ever squeeze a trigger, 
was rumored to be the odds-on favorite to 
win the Precision Event based on his 
record- he shot for America in both the 
Seoul and Los Angeles Olympics and he 
would have shot for us in Moscow except 
for President Carter's boycott. 

While many observers tagged Capt. 
McNally with the Precision Event. no one 

.gave him much chance for winning the 
over-all title. Pundits looked to previous 

Yes, that's a "handgun" but it's got a 
rifle action (Sako) and rifle barrel 
(Douglas) and rifle scope (Tasco). 
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as if the pi stolsmiths of America collec­
tively embarked on a frenzy of creative 
abandon in making some of these truly 
radical guns. 

Banana guns are for the Long Range 
Event and feature an elongated front grip 
that extends down to provide a stable rest 
for shooting from the prone position at 
the 6" plates at 200 meters. Because the 
rules state that a gun can only have one 
vertical grip, these forward protuberances 
are shaped like bananas to cleverly meet 
the letter of the law while at the same 
time supplying an ergonomically stable 
platform for precisely aimed fire. 

Here's a typical "steel gun" made for shooting light loads fast, fast, fast. It's 
usually a .38 Super with 125 gr. bullets, always built on the classic 1911. 

A ski gun is simi lar. Both are bolt­
action handguns, usually built on a Sako 
action modified to accept a I 0 round 
magazine. The ski gun sports an extend­
ed vertical, um , ski that is horizontally 
oriented, again to circumvent the rule 
about "one vertical grip." 

(A n aside- all this business about 
vertical-grips-made-horizontal reminds 
me of one of my favorite quotations from 
Oscar Wilde. ''Dancing is a vertical 
expression of a horizontal desire. ") 

Race Guns For Race Day 
champions for repeat performances with 
three-time NRA National Civilian Cham­
pion Allen Fulford being a popular choice 
to win hi s second Masters. Some said 
IPSC shooter and Team Springfield mem­
ber Ken Tapp would win again which , I 
suppose, would mean that his back-to­
back victory would be a double-Tapp. 

A few savvy insiders placed their bets 
on the bridesmaid. Brian Enos would 
finally scale the peak that has eluded him 
for so long. 

Gentlemen, the range officer intones , 
you may load and make ready. As the 
shooters retracted s lides, racked bolts , 
unlatched cylinders and inserted maga­
zines, they "made ready" the most won­
derful assortment of exotic custom guns. 
Race guns for race day. 

There were "banana guns" and "ski 
guns," "Bianchi guns" and "steel guns," 
"comp guns" and "rail guns." It 's almost 

A rail gun is a handgun built on the 
same premise as the ultra-accurate rifles 
used in the Unlimited class of formal 
Benchres t competition. A rail gun is, 
essentially, a completely free-floating 
barrel with the action suspended on a 
mammoth block that resembles a rail of a 
train track . 

As the term is used at The Masters, a 

Guns and Gear of the Top 1 6 
Place 
l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

Score 
274.62 

239.15 

238.99 

235.08 

234.59 

232.14 

231 .20 

227.74 

223.41 

220.37 

218.60 

217.67 

217.36 

21 7. 21 

216.38 

214.91 

Cash Winnings 
$24,750.00 

$9,450.00 

$6,420.00 

$6,820.00 

$6,390.00 

$5,700.00 

$2,350.00 

$4,175.00 

$1,620.00 

$970.00 

$870.00 

$760.00 

$1 ,660.00 

$670.00 

$5,800.00 

$3,350.00 

Name Precision Event 
Brion Enos Pardini Fiocchi 

Allen Fulford High Standard 

Corter Jones High Standard Citation 

John Pride Pardini Fiocchi 

Ken Topp High Standard M-l 06 

Michael Konozowo Browning Buckmark 
(Tosco) 

Doug Koenig Pardini Fiocchi 

John Farley S&W Model 41 

Curtis Shipley Browning Buckmork 

Floyd Wine High Standard 

Frank Glenn 

Al Sinclair 

Edward Williams 

Wayne Bowker 

Vance Schmid 

Dennis Crocker 

High Standard Citation 

Colt/Kort 

High Standard 
(Aimpoint) 
High Standard Citation 

Pardini Fiocchi 
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Long Range Event 
XP-100 7BR 
(Tosco 4x) 
Ultra Light Arms 7BR 
(Tosco 4x) 
XP-100, 7BR 
(Burris 5x) 
French Rail Gun 
7.62x39(Burris 6x) 
Nu-Line Custom Sako 
7 TCU (Burris 7x) 
T/ C Contender 

XP-100 
(Burris 7x) 
T/ C Contender, 30-30 
(Burris 5x) 
XP-100, 7BR 
(Tosco 4x) 
XP-100 
(Leupold 4x) 

XP-100 

Ultra Light Arms 
(Simmons) 
XP-100 

XP-100, 7BR 
(Tosco) 
Ultra Light Arms 
(Burris) 

Action Event 
Springfield .38 Super 

Colt .38 Super 

S&W Mod. l 0 .38 Special 

S&W Mod. 659 9mm Luger 

Springfield .38 Super 

Colt 9mm Luger 

Springfield .38 Super 

Colt .38 Super 

Colt .45 ACP 

Colt.38 Super 

Colt 

Colt .45 ACP 

Springfield .38 Super 

Colt .38 Super 

Colt 
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These wild and wacky, um, handguns 
surfaced in the Long Range Event. 
Ultra Light Arms (above) with a 10-
shot box magazine; Nu-Line's (right} 
"banana gun" on a Sako action; 
modified AR- 15 (below} functions 
manually; John French custom Sako 
"rail gun" (bottom} with forward grip. 
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rail gun refers to one of the ingeniously 
redesigned ''forward grip" pistols of mas­
ter gunsmith John French. 

The French Rail Gun is based on a 
Sako 6mm PPC action with the entire 
trigger mechanism completely rebuilt 
from scratch to extend the trigger forward 
some I 0 inches. There it is mounted to 
the monoblock of aluminum that serves 
as the ·'rail" of the rail gun, just in front 
of a Pachmayr Compac grip. There arc 
no less than eight pivot points in the 
handmade trigger linkage system! 

Among the other race guns are less 
exotic fare than what is found in the Long 
Range Event. A steel gun is a 

lightweight semi-auto 1911 used at the 
Steel Challenge. invariably chambered in 
.38 Super and featuring one of a variety 
of compensator designs depending on the 
maker. 

A Bianchi gun is a match-barreled 
Smith revolver, very similar to a PPC 
revolver. There weren't too many wheel­
guns picked for the Action Event because 
everyone knows that a semi-auto pistol is 
unbeatable in a straight-up speed shoot­
ing contest (more on that later). 

The Action Event saw all sorts of 
comp guns. customized l 911 pistols with 
features for combat shooting including a 
barrel compensator system like the Wil­
son Accu-Comp, Nastoff SuperComp or 
Brown Maxi-Comp. 

The race guns of the Precision Event 
are all hot-rods from Europe. It 's sad to 
say, but America simply doesn't make a 
first-class .22 target pistol. Fairly good 
target pistols. yes. but nothing li ke the 
Walther GSP, the Hammerli P-280 or the 
Pardini Fiocchi. (Actually we did make a 
really good target pistol, High Standard. 
But High Standard went belly up years 
ago.) 

As you can see in Ny le Leatham 's 
photographs, the European match pistols 
feature ergonomically tailored grips that 
can best be described as custom fitted 
" wooden gloves." The magazines on the 
Walther GSP and Hammerli P-280 sit for­
ward of the trigger guard , like a 
Broomhandle Mauser. The triggers on 
these Olympic-quality .22's are 
adj ustable about 15 ways from Sunday. 

The sights are. of course. fully 
adjustable with extremely fine micro­
clicks of windagc and elevation. The 
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front sights are replaceable with different 
widths and heights to suit your prefer­
ence. The rear sight blades are relatively 
huge compared to the standard American 
rear sight blade as fou nd on, say, a Smith 
Model 41. 

Oh yes, and these Continental race 
guns shoot. We're talking l 0 shots easi ly 
inside a dime at 25 yards and inside a 
quarter at 50 meters. This is important 
when you remember that those abs urdl y 
minuscule targets of the Precision Event 
are a scant 1.77" in diameter, placed at 50 
meters. 

They're Off! 
The Masters is shot in three days, one 

event each day. For the benefit of the 
thousands of spectators who fl ock to the 
shooting festival from miles around, the 
match organizers arrange for the top 
shooters to shoot together in one squad. 
This is handy too for the local television 
crews that covered the news of The Mas­
ters every day. 

On the first day, the Gold Squad- as 
the top-flight group is called- fired the 
Long Range Event. Next day they shot 
the Precision Event and the last day was 
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Brian Enos sealed his v.rin with a 
great score on the Precision Event. 
Guns of the Precision Event (below) 
are typfied by an Aimpointed Pardini 
target pistol (below) or a customized 
High Standard (bottom). 

reserved for the Action Event. 
There's just not much to the Long 

Range Event for a Gold Squad member. 
You need to hit in the mid- to high-thir­
ties (out of 45 possible plates) to stay in 
the running. If you bust over 40. you 'II 
win the event. It all boils down to the 
"standing" phase of the three-part event 
in wh ich the contestant fires 15 rounds at 
75 and l 00 meters. The remaining 30 
rounds arc fired freestyle. 

The standing phase entails l 0 shots in 
90 seconds at 9" plates at 75 meters and 
12" plates at l 00 meters, firing alternately 
between the distances. The next portion 
is five shots in 60 seconds at 9" plates at 
100 meters. A good shooter will hit 10 or 
more out of the 15 targets. 

The stand ing phase is where the Long 
Range Event is won and lost , although 
there is one other bank of five targets that 
can't quite be called a "gimme.'' It's five 
6" plates at 200 meters , shot in 60 sec­
onds from a freestyle position. 

These five six-inchers come as part of 
the second phase in which 15 targets at 
I 00 and 200 meters. Here is where the 
ski guns and banana guns and rail guns 
come into their own. The rules prohibit 
the gun from touching the ground. but 
other than that, the only limitation on 
what you can do to achieve a steady posi­
tion is limited only by your imagination, 
and your skeletal structure. Actually. 
looking at some of the contortion acts 

Co11ti1111ed on puge 100 
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M· 10 BERE1TA 9mm 
American Handgunner SPECIAL REPORT 

by James E. Fender 

Plagued with rumors 
of unsafe "slide fail­
ures," the Beretta 92 
weathered a storm of 
controversy until it was 
vindicated in the 
Army's newest M-10 
pistol test. Once again 
the Beretta 9mm 
became the official 
sidearm of the United 
States Armed Forces, 
but nagging questions 
remained about its 
safety and perf or­
mance. Until now. 

T 
here has been a lot of heat 
and smoke, but very little 
illumination generated dur­
ing the controversy concern­

ing the alleged "slide failure prob­
lems" with the Beretta 92F 9mm 
semi-automatic pistols being pro­
duced as new handguns for Ameri­
ca 's armed fo rces. 

American Handgunner has 
reviewed the pertinent documents 
assembled by the United States 
General Accounting Office (GAO), 
the investigative arm of the United 
States Congress, in its inquiries into 
the Beretta "slide failures ." Addi­
tionally, officials of the Beretta . 
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U.S.A. company, federal govern­
ment officials, representatives of 
ammunition manufacturers and 
civilian law enforcement agency 
officials have been interviewed by 
American Handgunner. 

In the interests of reporting the 
facts of this controversy to our 
readers, American Handgunner is 
presenting the following details of 
its investigations to "set the record 
straight." 

Fact: In April of 1985 the United 
States Army, acting as the central 
procurement authority for all our 
nation's armed forces, awarded a 
contract to Beretta U.S.A. for the 
production of 315 ,930 92F 9mm 
pistols (the "M9" contract). Con­
tract value was approximately $75 
million taxpayers' dollars. As of 
fiscal year 1988, the contract had 
increased to 321,260 handguns, and 
a value of some $77.3 million. The 
"M9" competition tested and evalu­
ated 9mm semi-automatic pistols 
submitted by eight firearms manu­
facturers. 

Fact: As of April, 1989, the 
Army had accepted delivery of 
146,000 Beretta 92F/M9 handguns, 

·or approximately 45% of the M9 
handguns in the contract award. 

Fact: In late 1987, a sample of 
endurance-tested M9 frames devel­
oped microscopic indications of a 
fatigue crack after being fired some 
5,000 rounds. These microscopic 
cracks occurred on a strap and were 
cosmetic in nature, and in no way 
affected performance, safety or 
function. However, the problem 
was immediately identified and cor­
rected as part of Beretta U.S.A. 's 
preshipment screening process. No 
cracked M9 frame has ever been 
shipped to the Army. No cracked 
M9 frame has ever been reported in 
the field. 

Fact: The Beretta M9s have 
experienced slide failures. The 
GAO has reported that, as of Octo­
ber, 1988, a total of 16 M9 or mili­
tary owned 92Fs purchased prior to 
the award of the M9 contract were 
known to have failed during field 
use and laboratory testing. Four 
failures occurred during field use, 
and 12 during laboratory testing. 
Field slide failures occurred in the 
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hands of Navy special warfare per­
sonnel. The military considers the 
slide failures to be serious because 
when the slide fails without warn­
ing personal injury can result, and 
has resulted. 

Fact: No slide failures have been 
reported from Beretta 92 series 
9mm handguns in civilian hands, 
either in the United States or else­
where. 

Fact: The specifications of the 
Army contract awarded to Beretta 
USA called for the slide of the M9 
handgun to function without cracks 
or breaks for a minimum 5,000 
rounds. 

Fact: The Army was required to 
initiate another round of competi­
tion for an additional 140,000 9mm 
handguns (the "M 1 O" contract). 
This competition was for an addi­
tional quantity of 9mm handguns to 
satisfy newly identified service 
requirements. This new round of 

testing and evaluation was not the 
result of any perceived failure of 
the Beretta M9 to meet contract 
specifications. Rather, this competi­
tion resulted from specific language 
contained in the Continuing Appro­
priations Act for fiscal year 1987 
(which provided monies to fund the 
operations of the Federal Govern­
ment). The amendment mandating 
another round of competition was 
placed in the Appropriations Act 
through the intervention of mem­
bers of the Massachusetts congres-

Continued on page 92 
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1990 GUN DIGEST 1990 GUNS 
44th Edition 
Edited by Ken Warner 
All-new edition of the world 's biggest sell­
ing gun book. Peter Barrett describes his 
ten years carrying Model ?O 's in Africa. 
Raymond Caranta looks at some innova­
tive Italian 357s. Clarence Ellis describes 
a classic hunt in Mongolia's high country. 
Bob Bell on emerging 50 caliber rifle en­
thusiasm. Wilfred Ward on how the En­
glish came up with a different approach to 
Colt's combat revolver. John Malloy re-ex­
amines the double action Colt Model 1909 
45 military revolver. Howard French tells of 
three quite different gun owners and the 
Paradox-style double gun they had in com­
mon. Paul A. Mathews reflects on 12 years 
with a Ruger No. 3 in 22 Hornet. The huge 
catalog section contains the latest prices 
and specifications for all U.S. and im­
ported firearms on the market. 

HANDGUNS '90 
2nd Edition 
Edited by Jack Lewis 
What's new in handguns this coming year. 
Field tests of revolvers, autoloaders and 
single shots such as the new Smith & 
Wesson third generation line, the Ruger 
SP101 , Charter's Pitbull in 9mm Federal , 
"the S&W CS-1, Sedco SP-22, Llama's 
Model 87, Taurus Model 92, the S&W La­
dysmith, a brand new gun from SIG-Sauer 
and more. Dean A. Grennell, Tom Fergu­
son, Hal Swiggett, Frank James and other 
experts bring you all the latest. Using a 
chronograph and a progressive reloader. 
How to rig a simple , inexpensive holster. 
Handgun hunting and handguns for de­
fense against dangerous game. The guns 
our great shooters like Ed McGivern fa­
vored , and why. Custom guns, new acces­
sories, accoutrements. More. 224 pages. 

COMBAT 
HANDGUN NERY 
2nd Edition By Jack Lewis 
This all-new edition looks at real world 
combat handgunnery from three perspec­
tives - military, police and civilian . Covers 
guns, ammunition, holsters and tech­
niques. The best current guns for the dol­
lar. A comparison of autos and revolvers -
their strengths and weaknesses. Who's 
using what in the fastest growth area in 
combat handguns, high capacity 9mm au­
tos. The best bullets for defensive use of 
cartridges such as the 22 LR, 25 ACP, 32 
ACP and 380 ACP. A challenge to Jeff 
Cooper 's claim " Double action autos are an 
interesting solution to a non-existent prob­
lem." Pros and cons of the combat games. 
A discussion and listing of all the major 
chamberings suitable for combat hand­
guns. Overview of significant new models 
and variations. Much more. 256 pages. 
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ILLUSTRATED 
22nd Edition 
Edited by Harold A. Murtz 
Gun designer Bill Holmes looks humor­
ously at some missed chances at wealth in 
a litigious society. John Haviland on the 
16-gauge shotgun. Michael Thomas ques­
tions the necessity of today 's telescopic 
sights. Clay Harvey shares some humor­
ous hunting tales from his years afield. 
Don Simmons on the excellent Benelli au­
tomatic pistol and why it didn't sell in the 
U.S. Dick Eades on why he is going to re­
tire his old chronograph in favor of Ken 
Oehler 's new model that checks its own 
readings. Sam Fadala tests Marlin's Beau­
tiful Model 1894CL Classic. A look at the 
post-WWII bolt-action shotguns. Extensive 
catalog section and more. 320 pages. 

ASSAULT WEAPONS 
2nd Edition 
Edited by Jack Lewis 
All-new edition that looks at the current in­
ventory of assault weapons and their avail­
ability. Submachine guns made in the U.S. 
are gaining greater attention and a series 
of test reports tells of their capability and 
potential. In recent years, many new as­
sault rifles have appeared. The editor and 
his staff of experts evaluate these and offer 
some thoughts on their future. In the realm 
of combat shotguns, several all-new as-

" sault type scatterguns are reviewed in 
depth, listing the capabilities and possible 
uses for the various versions. Each section 
is preceded by an overview of the uses for 
each type firearm reviewed. In addition, s1495 sound suppressors and laser sights come 
in for their share of attention. 256 pages. 
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The Gun Digest Book of 
THE FORTY-FIVE 
By Dean A. Grennell 
There are books about the 45 Single 
Action Colt and books about the 45 
1911A1 auto and even about the 45 
Thompson sub-machine gun. But this is 
the first volume to cover the entire field of 
45 caliber cartridges and arms. Dean 
Grennell has devoted his expertise to in­
vestigating everything from the so-called 
45 Long Colt developed in the last century 
to such mammoths as the 454 Cassull , the 
451 Detonics and the 45 Winchester Mag­
num, as well as such experimental car­
tridges as the 45 Super. The information is 
not limited to handguns, for he judges per­
formance of cartridges in the 45 lineup in 
sporting carbines and assault rifles as 
well. This is the most complete and the 
most informative volume ever written on 
the 45 caliber. 

SEE DETAILS ON FOLLOWING PAGES. 
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MODERN GUN CARTRIDGES OF THE 
VALUES 7th Edition WORLD 6th Edition 
By Jack Lewis 
Updated, expanded edition of the book 
that's become the standard for valuing 
modern firearms . Covers the current val­
ues of all non-military guns introduced 
from 1900-1987. Nearly 2,000 photos and 
drawings supplied - including data on 
hundreds of new guns introduced since 
the last edition . Complete specs, original 
manufacturing/importation/discontinu­
ance dates, and descriptions of thousands 
of domestic and imported firearms ; hand­
guns, rifles , shotguns and commemora­
tives alike. Guns are listed alphabetically 
by manufacturer within each section. Each 
section is prefaced with important tips pe­
culiar to the intelligent buying, selling and 
trading of used guns. Hard-to-get informa­
tion that can help determine the true value 
of your firearms today. 496 pages. 

TRAP &SKEET 
SHOOTING 2nd Edition 
By Art Blatt 
Lots of valuable information not only for 
the beginner but for intermediate and ad­
vanced competitive shooters as well. Ad­
vice and tips from some of the top shooters 
in the country. An overview of trap vs Skeet 
shooting. Proper tournament preparation. 
All about sporting clays. The lowdown on 
ammunition - legal maximum loads, plas­
tic shotshells and today's " Lite" ammuni­
tion . How to buy used trap and Skeet guns. 
Recoil devices - do they really work? Trap 
and Skeet gun types , styles . How to 
choose the right gun for you . How to over­
come flinching. What to do about bad pat­
terns. Shooting in bad weather. Current 
ATA and NSSA rules. Plus a complete list­
ing of all of the trap and Skeet clubs in the 
U.S. 288 pages. 

KNIFEMAKING 
By Jack Lewis & Roger Combs 
The ins and outs of knifemaking. Building 
knives from kits and with non-kit compo­
nents. Selecting the right handle - man­
made vs. wood. Forging your own blades. 
Selecting a blade shape. Steel polishing 
and buffing. Soldering, welding and heat 
treating at home . Making your own 
sheaths and pouches. Handle repair and 
replacement. Catalog and specialty store 
parts. A look at custom knifemaking; the 
top pros and their techniques. Scrimshaw, 
etching and engraving. How to keep your 
edges sharp. Building display cases and 
frames. How to show your collection . The 
story of Damascus and Wootz steel. A his­
torical perspective on the blades of 
swords, daggers, tantos, Bowies and sa­
bers . Plus a complete directory of suppli­
ers, equipment , manufacturers and im­
porters. 224 pages. 

By Frank C. Barnes 
~ ••• ,,~, This completely revised edition gives the 
I history, recommendations for use, detailed 

photos and dimensional drawings, and in 
many cases , loading data for over 1,000 
different cartridges . Greatly expanded 
section on wildcat cartridges. A new chap­
ter on French military small arms car­
tridges from 1859 to 1883. How to identify 
a mystery cartridge. A complete look at 
current and obsolete American rifle car­
tridges. Pistol and rifle cartridges of the 
world are covered in detail. An in-depth 
look at current and obsolete rimfire car­
tridges with special attention given the hy­
per velocity 22s. Shotshells. British and Eu­
ropean sporting rifle cartridges. Standard 
modern U.S. military ammo. Plus, military 
cartridges from around the world. Includes 

$1895 
#COW6 

$1495 
#K90 

a handy cartridge index. 448 pages. 

KNIVES '90 
10th Edition 
Edited by Ken Warner 
All new edition examines the world of 
knives, past and present, factory, custom 
and home made. Reports on the Javanese 
kris , WWII cutlery made from swords, 
Webster Marble's turn-of-the-century hunt­
ing knives , the 19th century Zuloaga 
Spanish dagger. Technical topics like the 
new wave of knife tests, the hard edge-soft 
back tempering processes and the world 
of Damascus. As always, visual presenta­
tions of current designs and straight and 
folding standard patterns in swords, minia­
tures and commercial cutlery. A detailed 
photo index plus state-by-state directory of 
sources for fine knives and accessories. 
288 pages. 

LEVINE'S GUIDE TO 
KNIVES AND THEIR 
VALUES 
By Bernard Levine 
The complete guide to the identification, 
history and value of kn ives of all types: an­
tique and modern, factory and custom , 
folding and fixed blade, primitive and high­
tech . Part I, " Collecting Knives ,'' covers 
which knives are collected and why. Also 
knife valuation and investment and devel­
oping your own expertise. Part II, " Folding 
Knives,'' identifies virtually every folding 
knife ever made. Part Ill , "Fixed Blade 
Knives," covers everything from bowies to 
military knives to exotics - even humble 
kitchen knives. Plus all new custom knife 

2 
sections, new factory daggers and survival 

$ 195 knives, new histories of English, French and 
#LGK2 German cutlery, new and expanded brand 

lists and all the latest prices. 480 pages. 

SEE DETAILS ON FOLLOWING PAGES• 
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'tl~\ GUN COLLECTOR 'S DIGEST, 5th Edition 
Edited by Joseph J. Schroeder -l!l!!l!!m!li!t 6th Edition 
All-new edition contains authoritative arti­
cles on Russian military small arms from 

ll'l:J:.<1,;w-.1 the flintlock to the present , U.S. single 
shot target pistols, Mauser non-gun col­
lectibles, the history of machine gun col­
lecting in America, Stevens military shot­
guns in Vietnam, Luger proof and inspec­
tors' marks, British service 1911 Colts, 

New, expanded edition covers everything 
from field care, packaging, storage and 
cooking of wild meat. You'll learn meat 
hunting philosophy and tactics, how to im­
prove skills in the culinary arts and the 
tools to use. Contains over 40 brand new 

THE GUN DIGEST BOOK 
,,.-__ ...,.....,. OF 9mm HANDGUNS 

By Grennell & Clapp 
Covers the cartridge and the guns 
that have been made for it in 
greater depth than any other work 
available . Side-by-side ammo 
testfire reports using the Beretta 
Model 92F. Evaluation of over 50 
guns. 256 pages. 
#9MM ........... . $13.95 

HANDLOADER 'S DIGEST 
11th Edition 
Edited by Ken Warner 
Top writers in the field contribute 
helpful information on techniques 
and components . Greatly ex­
panded catalog of all currently 
available loading tools, chrono­
graphs and accessories. 352 
pages. 
#HD11 ........... . $16.95 

RELOADING FOR 
SHOTGUNNERS 
2nd Edition 
Edited by R.S L. Anderson 
Expanded , fully up-dated reload­
ing tables and bushing charts for 
every major press and component 
maker. All-new articles. Catalog of 
presses, components , and acces­
sories. 256 pages. 
#RFS2 ............ $12.95 

WWII holsters, Mauser's unique 1906/08 
pistol , WWI German Navy small arms, 
Sedgley flare guns, German " Scheintod " 
pistols, Batavia automatic pistols plus an 
illustrated guide to Belgian turn-of-the­
century revolvers and the latest BATF cu­
rio and relic listings. 224 pages. 
#GC5 .................. $14.95 

recipes from an author with more than 30 
years of experience with game meat and 
who was trained by a master chef. Over 
500 photographs and hundreds of recipes 
anyone can master. 320 pages. 
#GCCR .......... . ...... $14.95 

HANDGUN DIGEST 
By Dean A. Grennel/ 
A complete overview of hand­
guns. Test-firing techniques and 
equipment. Handgun hunting. A 
look at numerous guns and car­
tridges. Special applications. Fu­
ture trends. Much more. All in 
Dean Grennell's inimitable style. 
256 pages. 
#HAND .......... . $13.95 

GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 
HANDGUN RELOADING 
By Grennell & Clapp 
The reloading cycle from begin­
ning to end . Topics include: how 
to select tools, terminal ballistics 
of handgun cartridges, testing the 
reload. Loading data for many 
production handguns as well as 
wildcats. Much more. 256 pages. 
#HR .............. $13.95 

ABC 'S OF RELOADING 
4th Edition 
By Dean Grennell 
All the basics and more for begin­
ners and experienced reloaders. 
Coverage of components , tech­
niques, safety, setting up a bench , 
and avoiding common mistakes 
for handgun, rifle and shotgun re­
loading. 288pages. 
#ABC4 . .......... . $14.95 

FLAYDERMAN 'S GUIDE TO ANTIQUE AMERICAN FIREARMS 
And Their Values 

i'!il'l'!!!~~~· 4th Edition 
By Norm Flayderman 
Fully updated, this new edition of the ab­
solute "Bible" of antique American fire­
arms collecting provides both the ad­
vanced and neophyte collector with all the 
facts necessary to quickly identify an arm 
and accurately evaluate it. Over 3600 
models are fully described with all makes 

HOLIDAY 
SPECIAL . 

and specifications. Over 1500 largescale 
photographs. Standardized numbering 
system plus extensive cross-referencing 
and indexing. All compiled by the leading 
scholar on antique American firearms. 
624 pages. 
#FLA4 ................ . $23.95 

SALTWATER FISHERMEN 'S 
DIGEST 
Edited by Mark Th1ffault 
The ultimate guide to taking the 
principal saltwater fish in the At­
lantic, Pacific and Gulfof Mexico. 
Looks at the techniques, the rods 
and the boats needed to land the 

•*' ·~· .. • , ©J • ~il'f'lVil~"'~· big ones. More. 256 pages . 
#SWF ............. $14.95 .. •" · .. ' . \ 

Top articles from the first 40 years 
of Gun Digest along with complete 
indexes to all editions of Gun Di­
gest, Handloader's Digest. Guns 
Illustrated and Gun Digest Hunting 
Annual. 320 pages. 
#GDT6 ............ $14-95 

MILITARY SMALL ARMS OF 
THE 20TH CENTURY 
5th Edition 
By Ian Hogg & John Weeks 
New pistols, sub-machine guns, 
bolt action rifles , anti-tank rifles 
and machine guns, inc. USSR 
ASK SMG, FN BGM-15s WA 2000 
Sniping rifles . Browning's DA 
Compact pistol. 304 pages. 
#MSA5 . .......... . $16.95 

MODERN LAW 
ENFORCEMENT WEAPONS 
&TACTICS 
By Wiley M Clapp 
An in-depth look at weapons, 
equipment and tactics used by law 
enforcement agencies. Examines 
basic guns and special situation 
weapons & equipment throughout 
the country. 256 pages. 
#MLEW ........... $14.95 

METALLIC CARTRIDGE 
RELOADING 2nd Edition 
By Edward A. Matunas 
A must for safe and successful 
metallic cartridge reloading. 

•ill~~"'! Greatly expanded and revised 
...,;;"';,m~,_ data section. Photo intensive 

step-by-step instructions. Ways to 
avoid common errors. Much 
more. 320 pages. 
#MCR2 ....... - - . _$15.95 

GUN DIGEST BLACK 
POWDER LOADING 
MANUAL 
By Sam Fadala 
Extensive load table data on the 
most popular black powder guns, 
plus articles on the importance of 
the patch, propellants, much 
more. 224 pages. 
#BPLM ........ - - .$13.95 

GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 
METALLIC SILHOUETTE 
SHOOTING 2nd Edition 
By Elgli1 Gates 
When , where and how it all 
started. Looks at IHMSA rules , 
guns and cartridges. Examines 
reasons for its popularity. Useful 
handgun silhouette tips and the 
future of the sport. 256 pages. 
#MSS2 . .......... . $12.95 

BASS FISHERMAN'S 
DIGEST 
By Chris Christian 
All about America's most popular 

W,8J~}llll!M~ gamefish. Habitats, spawning , 
ranges and lifespans. How to 
catch them and what to use. Ac­
cessories from lures to boats. 
Much more. 256 pages. 
#BASS ............ $12.95 

72 SEE DETAILS ON FACING PAGE. 
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GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 
FIREARMS ASSEMBLY/ 
DISASSEMBLY 
ByJB. Wood 
Field-stripping and complete takedown 
and reassembly of 201 popular firearms 
with photos and text describing each step. 
Each book contains 288-320 pages. 

PART I: AUTOMATIC PISTOLS 
ASS1.... .. . . .... .. . 
PART II : REVOLVERS 
ASS2 ...... . ........ . ... . 
PART Ill : RIMFIRE RIFLES 
ASS3.. . ........ .... . 
PART IV: CENTERFIRE RIFLES 
ASS4. 
PART V: SHOTGUNS 
ASS5 . ............ .. ....... . $13.95 
PART VI : LAW ENFORCEMENT 
WEAPONS 
ASS6 .. ........... ..... ..... $13.95 

GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 
PISTOLSMITHING 
By Jack Mitchell 
Covers smoothing, tuning , timing , 
joining, metal tempering, rebar­
relling , troubleshooting, accuriz­
ing, installing & altering sights, 
making replacement parts. Kits 
for a 45 auto, rebuilding a junker. 
288 pages . 
#PIST ........... . $12.95 

BOLT ACTION RIFLES RIFLESMITHING 
By Jack Mitchell 

SHOTGUN GUNSMITHING 
By Ralph Walker --~~iii Revised Edition 

Covers locking systems, proven 
designs, triggers , safeties, barrel 
rifling/crowning , bedding , bolt 
jeweling, installing scope mounts 
and sling swivels , metallic rifle 
sights , stocks, forearms, more. 
256 pages. 

One of the nation's premier shot­
gun specialists explains the prin­
ciples and practices of repairing , 
individualizing and accurizing 
modern scatterguns. Much here 
never covered before. 256 pages. 

By Frank de Haas 
~m-~il Definitive work covering all major 

#SHSM ... ... .... . $12.95 
#RIFL ....... .... . $12.95 

designs since the Mause r of 
1871. Detailed coverage of over 
110 turn bolt actions - how they 
function , takedown/assembly, 
strengths & weaknesses, dimen­
sional specs. 448 pages. 
#BAR . ........... . $15.95 

TURKEY HUNTER'S SHOTGUN DIGEST r·"fW(:)"BQQi{~f~Qj~('fH~-~~lC~··· : 
DIGEST ~ 3rd Edition : OF ONE! HERE'S HOW! I 
By Dwain Bland Edited by Jack Lewis : Buy one o f the DBI books shown in this ad and get 
A complete no-nonsense ap- How to improve your pass shoot- : a nother DBI book FREE! 
proach to hunting all five sub- ing . Reduce recoil. Select a shot- : (a ) Buy any book(s) in this ad at retail price . 
species by America 's top wild tur- gun for security. Reload tor steel : (b) For each book you buy . you may select a 
key hunter and guide. Hunting shot. Plus slug performance , : second book from this ad of the same price or 
techniques , photography, taxi- Hunter's clays and much, much : less FREE! 
dermy, trophy hunting , recipes. more. 256 pages. : (c) we pay all the postage and handling costs . 
256 pages. #SD3 · · · · · · · · · · · · .$13 .95 : (d) Th is o tter is restricted to purchases made by 

~------#_T_H_D_. _. _. _. _. _. _. _. _. _. _. _. _.S_1_3_._9_5-+------------------=mail order from this ad only. 
AIRGUN DIGEST BEGINNER'S GUIDE TO : A B 
2nd Edition GUNS AND SHOOTING : 1·m Buying Retail 
By JI. Galat:1 Revised Edition : These Price 
Everything on air gun history, By Clair F Rees • S 
trends and technology. Reports Revised and expanded edition of :S00k # 

s 

c 
Send These I 

FREEi 

on pneumatic, springpiston, C02 the " How to" book for beginning 
and other air guns. Hunting and shooters. All the basics of under- : Book# 
air gun competition. Plus an im- standing firearms. How guns work • 
portant review on safety. 256 and how to safely use them. 224 : Book # 

Book# i 
Book# 

---------ccB-ook-#--: 

pages. pages. • S 
Book# 

1-------------------+-----------------~. 
#AIR2 ...... ... . . . $12.95 #BGGR .......... . $12.95 : Book # S 

ARCHER'S DIGEST BOWHUNTER'S DIGEST "": Bo--0-0 .,...k ..,.,.#-----=-------~Bo-o-,-k---;#,---i 
4th Edition 2nd Edition 
Edited by Roger Combs By Chuck Adams 
The latest techniques, equipment Presents both the basic skills and 
and accessories for bowhunting , subtleties of bringing down game 

' field archery, target shooting, sil- on the hoof or wing. Covers all the 
houette and flight shooting. Plus necessary equipment and how to : Please check one: 

. 
: Book # Book # 

- - : 
Book# 

s . 
:sock # 
•Column "B" Total U.S. S 

index of equipment manufactur- use it, plus the fine points to im-
ers. 256 pages. prove your skills . 288 pages. 
#AD4 ............. $13.95 #BOW2 .......... . $13.95 

:o I enc lose full payment by check or money 
: order. U.S Dollars Only. :o Charge my credit card : [•II •J [ . I : 0 Mastercard 0 Visa · · · m.1 

t-~~~~-C-O_M_P_L_E_T_E_G_U-ID-E~TO~~--+~~~~~C-R_O_S_S_B_O_W~S~~~~-: . 

BOWHUNTING DEER .<.::;;;.-f"!'!'l~'.11 Edited by Roger Combs· : Acct . No . ____ ___ _____ _ 
By Chuck Adams From basic history and mechan- : Exp Date _ ___ _ _____ _ __ _ 
Covers equipment , basic and ad- ics to expansive coverage of ma- : signature _____________ _ 

vanced shooting techniques. jar manufacturers and importers, :, Phone No.(_ ). -------- - - --
Common animal behaviors and including specs and photos. Cov- -
habitats , stalking , stillhunting, ers both hunting and target shoot- : 10-DA Y MONEY BACK 

GUARANTEE. stands, field care and tips on im- ing, accessories as well as legis- : 
proving accuracy. 256 pages. lative trends. 192 pages. : 
#BOWD ........... $13.95 #CROSS ......... . $12.95 ' ALLOW 4-5 WEEKS FOR 

THE TRAPPER'S 
HANDBOOK 
By Rick Jamison 
All the ins and outs of successful 
trapping from making scent to 

• marketing the pelts. Covers coy­
ote , red and gray fox , skunk, op­
posum , badger, muskrat , mink, 
beaver and raccoon . 224 pages. 
#THB . ... ........ . $12.95 

DELIVERY. 
GUN DIGEST BOOK OF : DBI BOOKS, INC. Dept. L855 
KNIVES : 4092 Commercial Ave ., Northbrook. IL 60062 

..;;;;;.._.~·· 3rd Edition : Name ______________ _ 
By Lewis & Combs • 
All-new edition covers practically : Address _________ ____ _ 
every aspect of the knife world. In- : City ___ ___ _________ _ 
eludes reports on manufacturing : state Zip _ _ ___ _ 
and collecting. Looks at fighting : Offer Expires February 28, 1990. 
and survival knives. Plus special :u.s. & Canada only. Sorry, no APO's or FPO's. 
use knives, knife care. 256 pages. : Check. money o rder or c redit card data must ac-

'---------------....,...--_.. _______ #_K_3_._._._._._._._._._._._. _._.S_12_.9_5~· .. c~o~m~,.an order. Pleas do not send cash . 
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Federal Ordnance, Inc. 
1443 Potrero, So. El Monte, CA 91733 

Telephone: 818-350-4161 
TWX: 910-587-3350 

FAX: 818-350-1538 

The advantage of this system is that 
the barrel stays locked up longer so, 
even with high pressure cartridges, 
-especially the 10mm-there's 
less wear and tear on your gun . 

Our fine Multicaliber also features: 
• Captive Recoil Spring 
• Polygon Rifling, Hammered 
• Lightened Adjustable Trigger 
• Match Grade Trigger Pull 
• Square Trigger Guard, Studded 
• Studded Front Grip Strap 
• Pachmayr Rubber Grips 
• Rearward Extended Mag Release 
• Funnelled Magazine Well 
• Interchangeable Front Sights 
• Wire EDM Match Grade Hammer & Sear 
• All Parts Heat Treated 
• Proofed by the Federal German Proof House 

in accordance with all CIP regulations. 
RANGER'S PS MULYICALIBER .45 5099. " " $2,599.91 

10mm $2,850.91 

RANGER STD/EXT .45 Mod. 1911 link 5099 ""· $459.91 

Sugg. ""· $479.95 

5ogg. ""· $1389.95 
10mm $1399.95 

Fitted with Linkless System and many deluxe 
features. 

Our new brochure is 
available upon request. 
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MACHINE GUNS 
A Pictorial, Tactical, and Practical History 

( 

IMPROVISED 
EXPLOSNES 

NEW 
1.0. IN 
AlltERICA 

&Y ANONYMOUS 

'"' AUQl!A .22 
AUTOMATIC PISTOL 

S ••...,•~•/•arll l/ ,...,.ll tl 

""~ ... 
OUMA,, L0f'l6 

by Jim Thompson 
Everything you ever wanted to know about machine guns 1s here. Focusing on the classic 
models from World Wars I and II. but also including contemporary standards. Machine 
Guns gives you the historical development of each weapon. useful information on how 
it shoots and exhaustive advice about the machine gu;i 's best friend and worst enemy 
- ammunition. Detailing the models by country, Author Jim Thompson provides hun­
dreds of photos. illustrations. spec cha rt s and historical anecdotes. Thompson also 
unravels the maze of rules and regulations governing machine gun ownership and offers 
advice on how to handle the bureaucrats and others who might stand in your way. From 
the fami liar warhorses to in teresting experiments and rare prototypes from around the 
world. Machine Guns has them al l. 8"2 x 11 . hardcover. 269 photos. illus .. 248 pp. $39.95 

IMPROVISED EXPLOSIVES 
How lo Make Your Own 

In Se\<m our l P< /... p1 

From a former top explosives expen 
with the lsraeh Army comes a man­
ual th at presen ts ten sim p le yet 
powerfu l fo rmulas lor exp losives 
and incend iaries that g ive the basis 
fo r maki ng bo mbs. booby traps and 
m ines Learn to obtain o r make the 
needed chemicals, o r get substitu tes. 
For m fo1maf1on on /y1 5' x 8 ' .. soft ­
cover. illus , 80 pp 510.00 

NEW l.D. IN AMERICA 
Vlant one more chance at hie- with 
a ··clean slater Trade m you r o ld 
1dent1ty for a new stan Here 1s a 
step-by-s tep g uid e to c rea t ing a 
to tall y new you w ith a birth cen 1f1 -
cate. passpon . dnver's license. So­
cial Securi ty number all you need 
fo r b reak ing With your past 5 X 8' 
soft covcr. illus 120 pp $15.00 

THE TERRIFYING THRH 
Uz i. lngrJm, dnd lnlr.1h• < 

Wt•J pom F.rn1ili1•, 
In l)u111 .111 I wii..: 

The U1.1 MAC 10 and TEC- sub 
rnact'Hne guns are they rrntly lhP 
u ll1rna1e m w eaponry? GPt th(' 
stra1qht story lr orn Duncnn Long 
1nclud1ng specs ammo a1m 1ng 
devices maintenance a c c>sso r1C's 
and ht~ view o f the sta le o f ttw 
SM G 1n 1o day s wrapons wars 
8 x 11 so lt covrr 72 photos 
il lus 136 pp S20.00 

THE RUGER .22 AUTOMATIC PISTOL 
Stand.ird/ Mark I/ Marl< II Se ries 

by Dw1c111 Long 
Here is the det1n1t1ve book about 
the pistol that has served mo re than 
a mil lion ow ners so well Exploded 
diag rams show how to f1eld -stnp 
and reassemble with a m 1n1 mum of 
fuss. and photos Illustrate varia­
tions. mod1f1cat1o ns and accesso nes 
fo r one o f the most popular 22 
automatics ever made 5',. x s·,. 
softcover. photos. illus . 168 pp 

$12.00 

DEATHTRAP! 

• lmpnni!.o:d 

~ Koohy·Trap IK ... ,<~ 

~ ~- -l-~ ~ 

DEATHTRAP! 
Improvised Booby-Tr..p Devices 

b~ Jojo ( ,on1.1fr•, 
This complele guide to booby traps 
presents an arsenal o l everyday 
items that can be mod ifi ed to con· 
min a nasty surpr1se Learn ho w to 
booby-trap a f lashl ight . d oor latc h 
sin k and mo re An invaluable aid 
lo r Spec ial Forces per sonnel 5 x 

_______ a so ft cover i ll us 176 pp $15 .00 

THE Rl !GER 1022 

EXOTIC 

\\'EAPONS 

THE RUGER 1022 
EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 

Now you can convert your Ruger 
1022 into a se lec tive -fire weapon 
tha t can fi re over 1.000 rounds per 
min ute Bui ld !hf' parts that w ill trans­
form your Ruger 1022 to lull auto­
w1tho ut mod1ly1ng the receiver or 
trigger housing Over 60 explic it 
photos. machrn1sfs drawings and 
fu ll -scale templates acc ompany the 
detai led mstruc ttons 9 x 12. soft -

._ ______ cover. il lus., 96 pp S16.00 

TO RIDE, SHOOT STRA IGHT AND 
SPEAK THE TRUTH 

In )l'if C oo/H 'r 

Co mbat mind-se t. proper sight ing 
tac tical reside ntial archi tec tu re. 
nuc lear war these are some of the 
rr. any sub1ec1s e xp lored by Jell 
Cooper 1n th is illustrated anthology 
T t1e au tho r also discusses vario us 
arms f1gh1mg sk ills and the im por­
tance of know ing how to defend 
oneself. and one's hono r. 1n ou r 
rapidl y changing wo rld 5 x 8 
hardcover. illus . 384 pp $26.00 

COMBAT REVOLVERS 
The lle>I (and Worsl) 
Modt>rn Wheelguns 

b y f)t//l( .J/l /1111g 

This 1s a no-ho lds-barred look at 
modern combat revolve rs A ll the 
ma1or fo reign and domestic guns 
are covered the Colt Pytho n. S&W 
Model 29. Ruger GP 100 and hun-
dreds m o re Kno w the g un that 
you may o ne day stake your l ife 
on 8 x 11 . softcover. 11 5 photos. 
152 pp $16.95 
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llk47 

The Complete 
Kalashnikov 

family 
of 

llssault Klfles 

PAYBACK! 
Advanced Ba<ksl.1bbing .and 

Mudslinging Techniques 
In Ct·or ~, · 11.n tlu kt> 

The Dirty Har ry of L11era11 a k a 
Geo rge Hay d u lo. e stnkes again 
with ano ther d eadly sho t o l re­
venge G et bac k at Ides bullies 
bad g uys and bu reaucrac ies w ith 
tt1ese tear -1erk1 ng tidb its o t do-11-
you rsel f terr o ri sm For en tert ain-
ment pur poses only 5 x 8 
hardcover 196 p p SH.95 

THE HAYDUKE SIL ENCER BOOK 
Quic&i; .md Dirt y 

Homemadt.• Silencers 
In C t•or1w 11.ndul..c 

Learn how to ma k e ftrea rm 
silence r s f ro m common 11ems 
found aro1 1nd the house George 
Hayduke. the Master of Revenge 
will show you how 1 Enter the world 
o f muffled m ayhem wit h these 
simple. effec ti ve and legal silencer 
designs For 1n format1on purposes 
only 5 x 8 . so ft cover. photos . 
i l lus . BO pp Sl0.00 

AK47' 
Th(• Complete Kalashnikov Family 

of Assault Rifles 
h ~ tJ11n< .1n I on~ 

Tt1e Sovie t AK47 AKM assault ri fle 
1s tough and dependable, and has 
spawned many sp1no ffs wo rldw ide 
These ri f les are now available 1n the 
U S . but solid mforrna11on on them 
is scarce Learn about specs. ammo 
and mo re find out w hy the AK47 
is the world's rnosl w idely used 

.__o_u_nc_•_n_w_11_"__. gun s x a so ft cover. pho tos. 

GET 
EVEN: 

illus 192 pp $14.00 

GET EVEN ' 
Tht• Co mplt•le Book of Dirty Trick 'i 
A hilarious ove rview of !he methods 
people use :oget even w 1thb1g busi­
ness government and enemies 
"Jore soph1s1Lca tPd JPd involved 
t11cks J re included such as ones 
devised by CIA and Malia members 
and pol1t1cal dirty tr 1c ~ ste rs Over 80 
sec.t1ons present d1rl y ri c~s rangmg 

lr om the simple to th 0 ela bo rate For 
f'll 1CflclHHnCn l Only ' 5·, I. 8' ~.hard ­

COV€1 1 2 pp $17.95 

Other Fascinating Titles r--------------------, t PALADJNPRESS ~ C.1 lllOLL f RFFim <n'd;1,.rnl oHI<' ' " 
I P.O. BOX 1307- 0AA llilimj HIO~·f•4l ·fl!CHl , nl. 24. C.11124ho"'''' 
I . , . d.i y, / d.n·' a \H'l'~ . C.1 11 trom .m~ .. 1.1lt• 

BOULDER, CO 8UJUb I~ hutAl.1'k .l.~l'O d $ l . OOfm;11. p.1 ~<'CA I A -
DEADLY BREW .............. $8.00 KICKASS! ................... $17.95 - PHONE (303) 443-7250 ~ I OC of w111;11<" !FREE ";1h md..,. I 

MAKE MY DAY! ........ $17.95 
INCENDIARIES .............. $10.00 
MODERN SNIPER 

RIFLES ..................... $ 16.95 
SWITCHBLADE ... .......... $ 1 0.00 
M INI -14 EXOTIC WEAPONS 

SYSTEM ...... .. .... .. ... ... $15.00 
SURVIVAL! A MANUAL 

THAT COULD SAVE 
YOUR LIFE ............... $14.00 

THE M INI- 14 ........ ... $ 1 0.00 
AR- 15/ Ml 6 SUPER 

SYSTEMS ................. $19.95 
STURM, RUGER 1 0/22 RIFLE 

AND .44 MAGNUM 
CARBINE .. ... ............ $ 10.00 

IMPROVISED RADIO 
DETONATION 
TECHNIQUES ............ $10.00 

LEWIS GUN ............... $29.95 

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE - DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
Paladin Press • P.O. Box 1307 • Boulder, CO llOJ Oh • CHU) 44 3-7250 

Please send me the following lili es: 

Payme nt: .J Check or Money Order, _J Visa, 

Ca rd Nu. -------------- Exp. ---
NAME _________________ _ 

ADDRESS _______________ ~ 

.J Mastercard 

SU BTOTAL 

Please include 
$3.5 0 postage 
and handling __ _ 

CITY STATE --- ZIP TOTAL ---

L - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --~ 
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IMPROVE 
performance with championship-proven, 

custom parts and accessories! .... 
You are demanding. You are used to the best. You want professional care. 
You want class ic, old fashioned, dependable service. You want quality, 
performance-proven equipment. W e have it all! W e are the Nation 's best! 

1911 Type Pistols Accessories 
Wilson Combat 
Extended Thumb Safety Blue or si s . 
Extended Slide Release Blue or si s 
Extended Combat Ejector 
MATCH 45 , 6" B.B.L. 
Extended Magazine Button 
Competition Match Trigger wl3 holes 
Commander Hammer Blue or si s . 
Beavertail Grip Safety Blue or si s . 
Shok-Buff Bu tters (6 pk.) 
Combat 31dots Sights 
Full Length Spring Guide Gov. or clc 
Magazine Well Funnel Blue or sis 
Checkered Mainspring Housing . 
Recoil Spring 9, 10, 12, 15, 
17, 18112 lb. Govt. 
S & A Magazine Guide Blue or si s . 
Safari Extended Safety Blue or sis 
Safari Ambidextrous Extended 
Thumb Safety Blue or sis 

Magazines & Speedloaders 

$AVE 
$AVE 
$AVE 
$AVE 
$AVE 
$AVE 
$AVE 

. $AVE 
$AVE 
$AVE 
$AVE 
$AVE 
$AVE 

$AVE 
. $AVE 
$19.95 

29 .95 

NEW EIH FAS-TRAC Fender Holster 
Ernie Hill Model PPC Fender Holster . 
Ernie Hill Competition Belt 
Ernie Hill Single Magazine Pouch 
Ernie Hill Double Magazine Pouch . 
Ernie Hill Vert . Triple Mag. Pouch $AVE 

Safariland/Rogers Leather 
S/R Final Option 008 . . . $AVE 
SIR Cup Challenge Holster . . ... $71 .95 
SafarilandlRogers Gunfighters Belt .. $38.95 
S/R Adj . Single Mag. Pouch $16.65 
SIR Double Mag . Pouch $.22.95 
SIR Triple Comp. Magazine Pouch . . $31.95 
SIR Triple Speedloader Pouch $17.55 

Action Tune-Up Kits 
S & W KIL/N Spring kits . 
Colt 1911 Spring Kit . .... , . .... 
S & W J Spring Kit . 
Beretta 92 Spring Kit . 
SIG-SAUER P226 Spring Kit 

Timers & Chronographs Metal Form Match Magazine 
wlShaw pad sis 9 mm 
Metal Form Match Magazine 
wlShaw Pad sis 38 Super 
Shooting Star, 38 Super 

$19 .95 CIE Pro-Timer Ill 
CIE Chronograph 

$19·95 Sights 
10 Ads. Mags. sis . . $27.95 
NEW BAT. Brass Ultra-Mag pad 2 pk. $ 9.95 
Comp. II Speedloader KIL $ 6.95 
NEW Comp. Ill Speedloader KIL . . $10.95 

Recoil Compensators 
NEW BAT. Ultra-Comp Ill Kit 45 ACP 
Wilson Accu-Comp . II Kit 45 ACP . 
Wilson LE-Comp. Kit 45 ACP 

Videos 
IPSC U.S. Nationals 1988 . 
Steel Challenge 1988 
Handguns & Home Survival 

Glasses 
Bushnell Sportview 
Bushnell Premier . 

•1VISA I 

$289 .95 
$AVE 
$AVE 

$49.95 
$49 .95 
$49.95 

. $19.95 
$24 .95 

. ~\ . ~1!Itl!J.!rf1flP1llflJ!j~SJ 
" . ' . llJ.l'E?F.!l@1m' '-:i:.' ~~~~io!l- ® 

Bo-Mar rear sight, (BMCS) 
Wichita combat Sight ....... . . 

Books 
" You Can 't Miss" by John Shaw 
" Shoot to Win " by John Shaw 
" Combat 45 Auto" by Bill Wilson 
" Hallocks 45 Handbook" . 
" Combat Handgunnery" 

Accessories 
Chapman Screw Driver Kit 
IPSC Target Pasters 
Lyman Brass Gunsmith Hammer 
Lyman Compact Screw Driver Kit 
Phelps Dillon 4501550 Case Feeder, 
Freeloader & Adaptor . 

P.O. BOX 3238 •HIALEAH, FL 33013 •INFO AND CUSTOMER SERVICE 305-221-63'81 
FREE SHIPPING IN CONTINENTAL U.S. 

SEND $2.00 FOR THE MOST COMPLETE PRACTICAL PISTOL CATALOG EVER 
1987 SHOOTERS DEPOT 

LEATHAM'S COLUMN 
Continued from page 42 

resembling the turret of a tank. 
Propon ent s of e ither techniq ue a re 

quick to point o ut the benefit s of their 
respective style and the di sadvantages of 
the other, but thi s completely misses the 
point. Each was developed to address a 
spec ifi c set of needs and each does a 
wonderful job. 

The trick here is to analyze both styles 
from a theoreti ca l standpo int and adapt 
fea tures fro m bo th fo r yo ur s ty le o f 
shooting. If one particular stance is most 
effec tive fo r a ll applicati ons, it wo uld 
have to be a hybrid of the two. Just like 
any other tool , when it 's des igned to do a 
wide range of jobs well , it won ' t neces­
saril y do individual jobs best. 

Th e ori g inal Wea ve r s ta nce wa s 
des igned to engage multiple ta rgets at 
various angles at close range. And to thi s 
d a y, th e tw o be nt a rm s pu shin g a nd 
pulling are unsurpassed in effi c iency at 
this task. 

"But Rob," you sc ream in protes t , 
"everyone knows you' re an ardent practi ­
tioner of the Isosceles stance. How can 
you say such blasphemy?" 

Well , when the test ca ll s fo r greater 
acc uracy and recoil co ntro l th a n th e 
Weaver provides, the answer is simple­
straighten up those arms, keep the head 
upright and don' t push- pull. It 's sill y to 
ass ume that you must do it wrong one 
time so it can be done correctly another. 

When the targets are close and spread 
out quite a bi t, yo u ' re go ing to engage 
them quickly with less emphas is on accu­
racy. In other words, squirt ! 

I'm talking roughl y from contact dis­
tance out to 10 yards. Keep yo ur arm s 
bent and this will pos ition the gun closer 
to the pivot point of the body, thereby 
reducing the pendulum effect of the gun 's 
weight when swinging from target to tar­
get. 

This al so allows the arms to soak up 
the gun 's weight and momentum at the 
e nd of swin g in g . Keep the legs ben t. 
Bend slightly at the waist. But don' t over­
exaggerate these points! 

The swing, you will notice, is actuall y 
permitted by the joints in the hips, ankl es, 
knees and wai st. In these instances the 
g un will ac tua ll y be carri ed below the 
line of sight to enable the shooter to bet­
ter see the targets. 

Obviously thi s technique is onl y fo r 
use when accuracy requirements are out­
weighed by speed. What happens when 
the targets go from 15 yards on out? Sim­
ple, we dig into our bag of tri cks and pull 
o ut the necessa ry skill s fo r th e j ob a t 
hand- the Isosce les . 

For accurate shooting, we don ' t need 
the ultimate in rapid target acqui sition. 
We need greater control for repeat shots 
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as it wi ll take longe r to get th e g un 
aligned on the target. For thi s you ex tend 
your arms, straighten yo ur posture to a 
more relaxed stance, and concentrate on 
marksmanship fundamentals. 

Arms are stra ight and not tensed up. A 
finn grip on the gun , but not a death grip, 
which red uces yo ur sen s itivity a nd 
response in the arm s. shoulders and , espe­
ciall y, the hands. 

No tight neck, stomach or face . Keep 
the muscles re laxed. Keep your we ight 
on the ball s of the feet , don 't bend back­
wa rd s but s tand w ith a s li g ht , a lm os t 
unnot iceable, fo rward lean. 

This is the stance we call the Isosce­
les and it is the best for med ium- to fast­
paced acc uracy. You ' ll control the gun 
much better than with the Weaver. 

There are, of cou rse, numerous varia­
tions and combinati ons of the two tech­
niques , and all have so me merit. The 
point is to not limit yourself to any one 
tec hniqu e. If th e ultim a te goa l is 
increased pe rform ance, th en remember 
that versatility is the key. 

In my previous column appeared the 
statement "cooper in .vour barrel is not a 
beautiful thing." This was an inadl'er­
tent typo and shou ld have read '"cop­
per." It was not my intention to dispar­
age Jeff Cooper wh o has co11trih11ted 
greatly to th e ...... 
sooting sports. '°' 

1. Frank Paris Bowling Pin, 
Integral Porting. No 

Recessing of Bore 

2. Michigan Armament, Ported 
through Slide Bushing 

and Barrel 

3. Browning Hi-Power, 
Extended Barrel 

4. Colt Government, Ported 
through Slide Bushing 

and Barrel 

5. 41 SSK Avenger Conversion, 
Ported through Slide Barrel 

and Bushing 

6. Jim Clark Custom Bowling 
Pin Gun, Integral Porting. 

No Recessing of Bore 

by American craftsmen and construc-
tion is o f durable 4 140 steel. 

Avai lab le. in ca libers: 9mm . 

.45 ACP .. 38 Super. 

ZG-51 "PIT BULL" 

Compact. our .45 
'"Pit Bull .. is IY• .. 

st1orter with a II 

frame parts inter -
changeable 
with the 
191 IAI . 

American Handgunner Congratulates Rob 
Leatham, Our Competitions Editor, On His 

Sixth IPSC National Championship! 

1 
Week 

Delivery! 

AU10PORTING? 
So what's new! 
Mag-na-port® International has been Mag-na-porting auto's 
for 18 years! There have been some new so-called " High-Tech­
Engineering Porting Systems" which claim 40% less in recoil 
reduction. These claims are impossible unless you attach or 
hang a cement block on the end of the muzzle or barrel. The 
new so-called " Porting Systems" don't even know what a 
Metering Port is. Eighteen years ago, Larry Kelly started 
putting Metering Ports on handguns, rifles and shotguns! 
Now, nearly eveyone who drills or mills a hole in a gun barrel 
refers to it as a "Port" and they don't even know what a 
Metering Port is. 

Don't be misled! 
Don't be misled by claims and promises from companies here 
today and gone tomorrow. Mag-na-port00 International is now 
located in five countries. We've been Porting for 18 years, that 
speaks for itself! 

Write the "Originator" 
Anyone interested in further information on Porting handguns, 
rifles and shotguns, write the originator: 

® "Imitation 

INTERNATIONAL, INC. 
41302 Executive Drive 

Mt. Clemens, Michigan 48045-3448 

is the sincerest 
form of 

plagiarism." 

(313) 469-6727 Fax (313) 469-0425 
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For our new color brochure and the location of 
your nearest Hogue dealer 

CALL TOLL FREE 

1-800-GET GRIP 
IN CALIFORNIA CALL 805 I 466-6266 I 466-4100 

Hogue features a complete line of fancy 
hardwoods, nylon and soft rubber grips 
designed for all popular revolvers and 
automatics. 

HOGUE GRIPS 

Rt. I , Box 11 2-C Surry, Ya . 23883 

Tll.(80q)357 - 0881 
Call for Free Price List 

0 ./?. MIOOlEBl?OOKS- PISTOL SM/TN 

PORTABLE RELOADING BENCH 
IDEAL FOR APARTMENT DWEJ_LERS DESIGN , YOUR BODY WEIGHT IS SUS­
WITHOUT A GARAGE FOR A HEAVY PENDED ON THE SAME FRAME WITH 
BENCH TAKEINTO THEHOUSEWHEN THE PRESS CONSEQUENTLY, NO 
GARAGE IS TOO HOT OR COLD. TA KE TABLE MOVEMENT PUSH & PULL 
TO THE RANGE TO DEVELOP PET WORKS AGAINST YOUR BODY TABLE 
LOADS WITH YOUR FAVORITE PRESS. WILL NOT LIFT OFF THE FLOOR 
DOES NOT BOLT TO FLOOR DUE TO 

ALLWELDEDTUBULARSTEELFRAME 
• Rubber floor mounts prevent scratch· 

1ng floors 
• Pre-dri lled for maJor presses 
• Only weighs 28 pounds 

• Ball bearing swivel seat 
• Breaks down to 30" x 19" for 

portab1l1ty 

This is the difference a Durachrome finish 
can make. Just think what it will do for that 
custom gun you are having built. We do not 
simply put hardchrome on guns - they are 
custom hardchromed to your specs. If ~-
you are looking for the ultimate finish for the ~ 

Trademark of Pla ter' s Supply 

ultimate rifle, pistol or shotgun, ask for it by name - OOl/ACl11!fl,ijf 
SURPASSES STAINLESS STEEL FOR BRIGHTNESS -RUST RESISTANCE SECOND TO NONE 
Will not gall, chip or peel -
hardness rated at72 Rockwell Scale 
DURACHROME smoothness reduces 
wear on moving parts 

THE SHOOTER SHOP 
PATRICK J. CONNORS 
514 N. Main• Butte, MT 59701 

Member of the American Hangunner 
Top 100 Pistolsmith List 
Exclusive plater for Cannon guns 

Dealer and Law Enforcement discounts 
available · Send $2.00 for color brochure. 406 723-3842 

HANDLOADING 
Continued ji-om page 39 

The term "bullet pu ll " refers to force 
required to overcome the crimp and neck 
ti ghtness of the case before the bullet can 
begin to move. We are routinely warned 
that heavy loads generally work best with 
heavy crimps, but there is no good way 
for the average handloader to really know 
when hi s crimp is right or too heavy. 

Too mu ch crimp can be a bad th ing 
too and can cause pressure to climb in an 
otherwise safe load not to mention short­
ening case li fe. Carry ing crimping to the 
extreme can lead to deformed bullets and 
poor accuracy. 

It ' s hard to measure the amo unt of 
crimp applied and say, fo r example, apply 
0.010" crimp. It would be nice if we 
cou ld but it's hard to get an acc urate mea­
surement with the dial calipers most of us 
have in our loading setup. 

The factories have special equ ipment 
to measure bul let pull and they often use 
neck sealing compounds to increase ten­
s ion o n the bu ll e t. Those methods are 
beyond th e sco pe of eve n the mo st 
sophisticated handloader. 

Some so urces have used the terms 
li ght. medium and heavy to describe the 
degree of crim p, but these lack defini ti on 
and my idea of a light crimp may be 
someone else's medium. And. without a 
chronograph and carefu l accuracy testing, 
you probably won ' t be able to see much 
difference in everyday shooting. 

One thing that 1 · ve found to be more 
consis tent is Redding' s new Profile 
Crimp die. This is a separate crimp die 
that actual ly is a combination of both roll 
and taper crimps in the same di e. I ' ve 
used it with both .44 and .357 Magnum 
loads and found that velocities are gener­
all y more cons istent. Other reports have 
shown significant accuracy im provement 
wi th reall y heavy loads s uch as those 
favored by silhouette shooters. 

If you' re limited to a roll crim p one of 
the best hints I can offer is to try to dupli­
cate , visually, the amount of crim p pre­
sent on your favorite factory load . Most 
of the magnum loads have a pretty hefty 
crimp and you may be able to come close 
to approximating it visuall y. 

RCBS Calipers 
One of the most used tool s in my load­

ing room is a set of dial ca lipers. I use 
them for all sorts of things but most fre­
quently it 's for determining when cases 
need trimming and meas uring the overall 
length of loaded ammo to be sure it 's cor­
rect. 

Dial ca lipers fal l into two categories: 
cheap and expensive. The cheap ones are 
usually made of plastic and are serv ice­
able enough but are susceptible to warp­
in g and losing accuracy. The other side of 
the coin are the ex pensive stainless steel 
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products. 
ow th ere's a good co mpromi se. 

RCBS has an imported stainl ess steel six­
in ch ca liper that is both accurate and 
modest ly priced. They aren 't as pretty as 
my expensive pair but they are accurate. 
The best ev idence of thi s is the fact that 
the fo lks at RCBS are using 
them in their manufacturing. 

HANDGUN HUNTING 
Co111in11edji-or11page38 

form? Have yo u de-burred the pr im er 
flash hole? Do you choose your ' 'accura­
cy " cases by proven method s or just 
shoot whatever you pick up? 

In addition the gun itsel f may be tuned 
by reducing end and/or side play of the 
cy linder, aligning chambers to the bore, 
reducing cy linder gap, recutting the forc­
ing cone, etc. These little jobs can eas ily 
reduce the group ·s average size by 50%. 

However. if the cy linder mouths or 
bore/groove dimensions are greatl y over­
size, forget it. The gun wi 11 never be a 
good shooter. Nor w ill a chamber bored 
in the wrong place or a mi splaced bolt 
notch. 

The single shots are another subject 
that would take at least another arti cle. 
Let 's just say the opti cs and ammunition 
are the limiting factor (remember, perfect 
shooters) in the better single shots and 
remember there mi ght be some pretty 
crummy ones out there. 

Handgun Optics 
I firmly believe handgun optics arc in 

their infancy- at least I feverent ly hope 
so. Compared to the optics available for 
rifles , they have a long way to go. 

I doubt if the aiwage handgun scope 
out there is phys ica ll y capab le of better 
than 1.5" hundred yard groups. Many of 
them break before they can be sighted in 
on .44s or harder kickers. Others jump 
their elevation or windage adjustments in 
recoil. 

The servi ce polic ies of some of the 
companies are horribl e. A service repre­
sentati ves of one of the companies a HHI 
member had a problem with told him to 
"'get rid of it at a gun show." 

Some aren ' t worth puttin g on any­
thin g. Some of th e mountin g sys tems 
avail able are pure abominations. 

When it comes to hard kickers, at thi s 
point , I can recommend only Bausch & 
Lomb and Leupo ld. They aren't perfect, 
but they ' ll do-and they fi x what breaks, 
as does Burri s. 

The 7x Burris is th e best varmint 
scope and the I Ox probably th e best 
ammuniti on tes ting scope. I have little 
use for va ri ab le power handgun scopes 
which are big, heavy and have more parts 
to break and arc usuall y on the wrong 
power when you need them as wcl I as 
some hav ing radical changes in eye relief, 
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only $119.95 ppd. 

GOVERNMENT MODEL 
OR COMMANDER 

45ACP. 9mm. 10mm. 38 Suoer 

Blue Chrome Maly or S1a1nless Steel 

NO GUNSMITH ING 
No alterat ions to your gun 
Replaces the stock barrel bushing 
Minor fitt ing to Comp only 
Simple l1t11ng 1nst1uc t1 ons inc luded 
Free . fas t fa c tory llt tmg available 

SUPER EFFICIENT 
The bushmg comp !hat works· 

Guaranteed 
Reduces muzzle r1se up to 50 °1

0 

Drama tica lly redu ces · felt reco11 ·· 
Unique. advanced. t ri ple-chamber 

port design (pat pend ) 

QUALITY CONSTRUCTION 
Hand machined in chrome moty or a ir 
craft quality s tainless stee l 

Hand f1n1shed w ith high po llsh sides or 
all sandblast mat te l 1msh 

Built to Na t iona l Ma tch specs for 
1m pr,:wed accuracy 

Heat trea tec1 for maxim um du rab1l1ty 

A b rochure w1lh test resu lts on Tri-Com p as 
well as o ther PBI produc ts and services 1s 
ava ilab le on request 
To order send $1 19.95 each. ce rt check 
money order . MasterCard and Vtsa include 
number and exp1rat 1on date. COD ($3 00 
add1t1ona l). Please spec ify blue or stain less. 
high pohsh sides or a ll matle 

Dea ler Inquir ies Invited 

PROGRESSIVE BALLISTICS, INC. 
P 0 Box 2526 Dept. AH'' 
Shawnee Mission. KS66201 
816/22 1-9117 

• COMPETITION 
• RECREATIONAL 

• PRACTICAL SHOOTING 
ACCESSORIES 

FIREARMS ACCESSORIES 

SPORTSMEN SHOP (818) 965-5536 
Monday - Friday 10:00 A.M . to 7:00 P.M. 

W~ 2649 EAST VALLEY BOU LEV ARD, SUITE F 
WEST COVINA, CALIFORNIA 91792 

Set your sights on . . . 
the ''TIGER'' 

H738-SH 
The "TIGER" is suede 
lined and has a metal 
reinforced belt loop to 
contour with the hip. 
Other features, such 
as the retention screw, 
open bottom, covered 
trigger guard, & metal 
formed sight tunnel 
makes this a very 
functional holster. 

For your copy of our catalog, send $2.00 to: 
DON HUME LEATHERGOODS, 
P.O. Box 351 , Dept. AH, Miami, OK 74355. 

exit pupil and fie ld of view. 
In looking for the solution to an accu­

racy problem, in my opinion, if the gun 
has a scope on it that is the first pl ace to 
look to e limin a te th at poss ibility of a 
problem. 

Ammunition 
No fi rearm will shoot accurately with 

lousy ammuniti on. A handl oader must 
know how to load outstandingly accurate 
ammunition for the gun to produce out­
standing accuracy. 

If you don ' t know how to load it , I 'd 
sugges t readin g up on benchres t rifl e 
loading techniques as many of them are 
applicable to loading accurate ammo for 
both revolvers as well as single shots. 

In short, the secret is quality compo­
ne nts and uni fo rmity of loadin g . Th at 
does not mean we ighing every powder 
c ha rge . Be nc hres t co mpetit o rs neve r 
we igh each po wder charge- th ey use 
accurate powder measures. 

C a se prepara ti o n- prim e r poc ke t 
depth , fl ash hole diameter and deburring, 
case lengths the same and cases from the 
same lot selected for uni fo rmity- will 
make a great deal of difference in what 
accuracy is produced. 

If yo u, lik e mos t handl oade rs , use 
whatever cases you have and load them 
indi sc rimin a te ly yo u a re g ua ra nteed 
mediocre to poor result s. 

In recent factory ammunition testing I 
participated in , some ammuniti on gave as 
much as ten-inch large r g roups at 100 
yards th an o thers did . Ve ry littl e of it 
came even c lose to fi ve inch groups in the 
test guns which were both ord inary and 
highly tuned revolvers . 

The best handloads gave close to two 
inch groups from the tuned guns and the 
same tun ed guns didn ' t ever break fi ve 
inches with fac tory ammo. Ammunition 
ta ilored to the specific gun will beat ordi­
nary ammo every time. 

Shooting Technique 
Bench shooting technique is also open 

to question. Generall y speaking, unifo r­
mity of grip is the most important part of 
technique. 

Some guns will shoot okay with the 
butt rested on a bag- others won' t. T/Cs 
usually string the ir shots vertically if the 
butt is all owed to come into contact with 
a bag in recoil. The heav ier the ca liber, 
the more pronounced thi s seems to be. 

Th e presc ripti o n in yo ur g lasses 
should be properly ground in the portion 
of the glass ahead of the eye. As you look 
progress ive ly toward the edge of the g lass 
the prescripti on changes and can have a 
pronounced effect on your shooting. 

Did yo u c hec k th e para ll ax in th e 
scope? Do that by bl ockin g the gun on 
the sandbags with the crosshairs on a tar­
get and move your head around . If the 
crosshair moves on the face of the target 
the scope has a parall ax problem at th at 
di stance. 
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Are you one of the guys who thinks he 
has to pound the gun into the sandbags 
after each shot? You can 't get uniformity 
that way. 

If yo u haven ' t gotten the idea th a t 
superior accuracy usually occurs because 
someone knows what to do and does it 
properly, you' ll never get it except by 
accident. 

Visit some of the be nc hrest rifle 
shoots in your area and watch the accura­
cy experts produce truly tiny groups. And 
then watch the beginners, and some of the 
old timers having a bad day, shoot two 
inc h groups with the finest equipment 
money can buy. Then re-evaluate what a 
mass produced revolver ~ 
shou ld do. ~ 

SILUETAS 
Continued.from page 37 

better relationship with foreign shooters 
who are virtuall y ignored by most of us. 
Perhaps each separate country will be 
able to be brought under IHMSA and 
somehow provide them with a member­
ship paper in their own langauge. This 
would be a t remendo us ly important 
undertaking. 

8) Where IHMSA stands as to perma­
nent ranges is not yet clear and wi ll not 
be until the financial cond ition of IHMSA 
is really known . Officia ll y, IHM SA is 
comm itted to both ranges. At the present 
time we have an Eas tern Range that 
needs repair and a Western Range that I 
fee l personally is an albatross around our 
necks with the necessity of "safety baf­
fles " use. 

Scotto hopes to be able to bring the 
Eastern Range to the point of hosting the 
1990 Internationals. The Western Range 
is debt-ridden . It has a caretaker and is 
being maintained for future use. The big 
question that Scotto must face wi ll be 
whether or not IHMSA can really afford 
to pay the Gates fami ly the money that is 
owed on this property. 

9) Membership is a major priority 
with Scotto. 1t must be rebuilt to fonner 
and even greater leve ls if IHMS A is to 
survive. Scotto is hoping the new att itude 
of IHMSA will bring back former mem­
bers as well as attract new members to 
the fold . 

Att itude is certai nl y a big part of it, 
but I hope the new leadership will realize 
that many lo ng time members· have 
dropped becau se of the simp le , but 
unavoidable fact that they cannot see the 
sights well enough any longer to com­
pete. 

Here is a chance for a rules change 
that wi ll not change the sport in any way 
but allow shooters to continue to compete 
as long as they can bend their bodies into 
Creedmore and hold up a gu n. Namely, 
change the rules to all ow optical sights. 

Pistol Shooters Can See Their Sights and Targets Clearly 

The Merit Optical attachment provides an instantly adjustable 
aperture to accommodate changing light conditions. 

• Light weight, under 1/5 ounce • Compact, stores in a r x r x r box 
• Aperture diameter varies from .022 to .156 

inches 
• Disc pivots up out of line of vision when not 

shooting 

FREE Brochure of all Merit Shooting Aids available-send card or call. 

Merit Products are available from your local dealer or you may order factory direct 
Dealers please include copy of FFL or send 
request on letterhead for dealer discount schedule 

Dept. AH Box 9044 
Schenectady, N.Y. 12309 

(518) 346·1420 

,.,_,..,.,.,"~~"~'''~>"'""-·- · 
·~ 

F""'''~"""" 

,,---- -·····._., ____ __ J 

PARA ORDNANCE FINISH KITS $239.50 

PARA ORDNANCE PISTOL • • •• $495.00 

BASIC 19ttA1 !SERIES 701 •••• $305.00 

BULLSEYE PISTOL • • • • • • • $$595.00 

l.P.S.C. (PICTUREDI •••••••• •• ••••••• $995.00 

COMMANDERS •• • ••• ••••• • • • • •• •• $450.00 

UPPER UNITS •••• • •• • •••••••• •• • • $169." 
LOWER UNITS ••• •••• • • • •••• ••••• S1B9." 
PISTOLS TESTED • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • $50.00 

"LITERATURE ••• ••••••••• ••• • ••• •• $1.00 

2-10 WEEK DELIVERY - ALL PRICES + SHIPPING 

~@-~m~~ 1Jil3~~~~rn~; m~ , 
1449 Blue Crest Lane • San Antonio, Texas 78232 

1-512-494-3063 • 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Tues.-Fri. 

Only the RANSOM REST sits in 

CONGRATULATIONS 
RALPH TALBOT 

A TEN RING WINNER 
& 2650 CLUB MEMBER 

ALEX B. HAMILTON 
MEMBER: AMERICAN 
PISTOLSMITHS GUILD 

Pll.l.L 
.JUDG•EIT 

By eliminating inconsistencies in holding and positioning , 
the Ransom Rest reduces variables to the gun or 
ammunition alone. No other method can produce thi s 
necessary repeatability. That's why major manufacturers 
worldwide evaluate their guns and ammunition in Ransom 
Rests ; that 's also why serious individual experimenters 
use it. Over 80 adapter inserts allow testing of a great 
variety of guns, with automatics feed ing from their 
magazines. Like the professionals, you can prove beyond 
doubt the quality of performance of your gun , your 
ammunit ion . See your dealer, or send for a free brochure 
on the Ransom Rest and its accessories and applications. 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER ·JANUARY / FEBRUARY 1990 81 



VOLQUARTSEN CUSTOM LTD. 

Unique new target package for Ruger target 
bu ll barrel or government model .22! Our new ma­

chined steel v-comp requires no modifications to 
a ""'--' your gun. Package includes comp and our popular 

Volthane grips with thumbrest, finger grooves and heel rest for 
$70.00 plus $2,00 shipping . V-comp sold separately - $39.50, 
Volthane grips - $38.00. Send $2.00 for complete catalog. 

Route 1 Box 271 

Vol~uartsen Carrol , IA 51401 
(712) 792-4238 

C Ltd (8:00 am-5:00 pm CST Mon-Fri ) us om • VISA/MASTERCARD ACCEPTED 

Safari Arms .45 Combat Pistols 
Are Back 

The famous Safari Enforcer (3.8 ff barrel) and Match Master (S ff barrel) are noted for their 

accuracy and durabili ty. Available now in blue. alloy and stainless steel. 

NOW AVAILABLE: 
Compensated Enforcer and Matchmaster 
Enforcer slide and frame kits (complete) 

Match master slide and frame kits (complete) 
All custom .45 parts and accessories 

.38 Super and .41 AE barrels for 1911, Hi-Power, and TZ/CZ 

Custom Quality at Reasonable Prices. 

Deale r Inquiries Invited 
Write o r call for FQEE catalog 

SGW/SAFARI ARMS INC. ~~n~~~~~~r'sc h ec k o r moneyo rde rl or 
624 OLD PACIFIC HWY. S.E. 

OLYMPIA WA 98503 

immediate delivery. Personal and busrness 
checks must clear lirsl. Will ship C 0 O lor 
orders over $30 .CO. Minimum sh1pp1ng 
charge 1s $4 00. Add $1 65 on all C.O O 

PHONE: (206) 456-3471 orders. Washrngton res idents add 75% 

FOR ORDERS CALL (206) 459_ 7940 sales tax or lurnish your state tax number 
Please call us 11 you have any questrons. 

K eep it simpl e. M ake A impoint and 
ProPoint non-magnify ing scopes lega l. 
Allow the industry to offer non-magni fy­
ing scopes for shooters who cannot see 
iron sights any longer. There is no great 
advantage, probably a cli saclvantagc, for a 
shooter w ith good eyes to switch from an 
iron sight to a one power scope. 

T he rul e could be written to accom­
m odate th ose with eye probl em s by 
all owing parti c ipati on in iron sight s or 
scopes but not both . 

From my contact w ith him, I ex pect 
Frank Sco tt o to be an ambassador o f 
good w ill. One who preaches and prac­
tices sportsmanship and fa ir pl ay to all , 
members. w riters. and industry. He has 
hi g h ho pes th at silh o uettin g ca n be 
brought back to its glory years. I think he 
is ri ght. 

I would offer a few other suggesti ons 
to the new pres ident. Let 's pl an on get­
ting together w ith NRA silhouetting and 
working hand- in -hand in every way we 
can. Let us also contact those clubs that 
have pulled out of IHMSA and see if they 
can be brought back in to the fo ld . o 
doubt, Scotto has already thought of these 
and they will be dea lt w ith. 

A few months back I would not have 
given IHMSA as good a chance at sur­
v iva l as the proverbi al snowball . T hat 
has changed, and I w ish both Frank Scot­
to and Scott Lindley al I the bes t and I 
applaud their efforts. A nd as l sign all 
my correspondence: "Gentlemen, ~ 
Good Shootin ' and Goel Bless' · . ~ 

COP TALK 
Continued j i·om page 35 

entecl by thi s cop's feroc ious counterat­
tack that hi s mark smanship went clown 
the drain , and most of .the brutall y power­
ful slugs went th rough only soft fl esh on 
the periphery of the cop 's body. Seconds 
later, the gunman had fa llen under the 
savage counter-assault o f hi s intended 
v ictim . 

Both men arc alive today. Both carried 
.3 57 Magnum s w hen l as t I ta lked to 
them. T he rooki e cop w ho was bl own 
away with a boo-boo had well and trul y 
learned that hi s mind mastered his body: 
he had psychol og icall y been preparin g 
himself to take the heav iest bl ow imag in­
able and keep fighting. 

The second smil ed griml y and sa id, 
" I ' ve been shot fi ve times, but I haven' t 
been killed yet. It d idn ' t make me fee l 
like Superm an. O n th e contrary , it 
showed me how easy it would be for me 
to die and leave my family alone. There 
is one very powerful thought in the back 
of my mind : stay up, stay fi ght ing, stop 
them from hurting me any more, and go 
home to my family. T hey can go to j ail or 
to the morgue, but I 0 111 coming home." 

Words to li ve by. ., 
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INSIGHTS INTO IPSC 
Continued ji-om page 28 

1050. But the great RL-550B remains the 
workhorse in th e 1 ine, fast and durable 
enou gh for the big -volume loade r and 
st ill , at $249.95, priced withing reach of 
the casual shoote r. Available in some 115 
different calibers, it is truly a remarkable 
machine. 

Phe lps-Ramar, Inc. ( 13320 South ridge 
Industrial Drive, Dept. AH , Tavares, FL 
32778) is currentl y making an automatic 
case feeder that can significantly increase 
production rates on the Dillon 450B , 550, 
and 5508 models. 

With this case feede r in place th e 
operator 's le ft hand indexes th e shell 
plate and sets the bullets in place, while 
the right hand need never leave the oper­
ating hand le exce pt to occasionally 
repl e ni sh th e supply of cases . Price is 
$ 139, including shipping within the conti­
nental US. 

The tes t sampl e was in s talled on a 
mod e l 550. In stall ation too k about two 
hou rs, following th e c lear instructions 
provided. Two small m od ifi cations are 
req uired. The roller bracket/shell plat­
form must be fitted with tw o braces 
(included) and the two littl e "bumps" that 
guide the cartridge sprin g are fil ed flat. 
The spe nt primer catche r tube must be 
trimmed s lightly for operating c learance. 
These parts , inc ident<} ll y, are quite inex­
pensive so if yo u wish to re turn the 
mach ine to orig ina l condition it won ' t 
cost much. 

An electric drill is needed (the correct 
size bit is provided) and I found a Dremel 
Mota-Tool handy for res hap in g the 
prim er c hute, thou g h a fi le would do . 
In stall ation wasn ' t particularly diffi c ult , 
but if you lack the time or inc lination to 
do th e job, send your press to Phe lps­
Ramar and they will do it for $20. 

Two case tube adaptors are provided 
to allow th e case feeder to work with 
most popular autopistol and revolver car­
tridges. With the proper adaptor fitted , set 
the plastic feed tube in place and set the 
Freeloader funn el on top of the tube . This 
Free loader is what makes real speed pos­
s ible, as it is designed so that cases will 
only drop through it base first. 

Cases then feed down the tube to the 
feeder assembly ; as the ope rating handle 
is lowered a cam-actuated plunger slides 
a case into proper position in the 
shell plate. 

The case feeder is we ll designed and 
made, us ing quality material s. The feede r 
body is made of aluminum , whil e any 
parts subject to wear are made of steel, 
with roller bearings used where needed. 
At least 12,000 rounds were loaded usi ng 
thi s feede r, with no noti cea bl e wear. 
Though a few min o r problems w e re 
encountered , they weren't considered to 

NOW YOU CAN HAVE THE BEST!! 
CUSTOM HANDGUN STOCKS 

Presentation Grade stocks. 
Fancy American & Exotic Woods 

Fitted to Your Hand m easurements. 
The Superior Craftsmanship That 

You Dem and For Your Gun. 

ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE $2.00 
(Refundable With Orde r) 

NEWELL CUSTOM STOCKS 
55 Coyote St., DEPT AH, Los Alamos, NM 87544 

CUSTUMPARTS 
302 King·s Trigger Boot. Use~ 

on Commerc ial Co ll only 
Req uires Fitting. Blue or 
Stain less Steel. 
$12.95 .::? 

202 King's Extended Slide Stop. 
Blue or Stainless Steel. 
$31.00 

310 King·s E.dended Magazine 
Release Button. Blue only. 
$13.95 

309 King's Custom Narrow Slot Grip Screw. 
Blue or Stainless Steel. 

405 King's Custom Extended Ejector Commander Type 
Ejector for Govt. Models. Prevents Eject ion Problem s. 

$19.00 ~ 
5 1911 Style Slide Stop, 

Checkered Blue or Stamlcss. 
$16.00 

506 Commander Hammer, 
Series 70 Stamlcss Steel 
$20.00 

07 Wid e Spu1 Hammer, 1911 Style 
Blue or Stainless Steel 

r;::::'i, $20.00 

(Sct o!Four) ~ 
$6.40 

201 King"s Combat Speed Safety 
Blue or Stainless Steel. 
$24.95 

~T Authorized Distributor of Colt Parts 

SEND FOR OUR NEW CATALOG - $2.50. 

ORDERING INSTRUCTIOtilS: Mm1mumorder SJ SO CAresidents add<tpp<OP<i<i!eSta1e Sales 
la~ Sh 1pp 1ng &HandhngChar 91! S2~ MASIEllCAAD.VlSAaccep!ed COOorders.caishonly. 
Uf'SCOO!ee1s$2 7!> Cashoe(sChecl!. or Mon<lvOrder writ speed up your order Pe<S011alor 
Compan y Checks.alk>w J ~lo.s loclear Affshmr11ngmsurance c La1ms 1obe liled by bu~ All 
mt!•charnl1se sold on a tO day money Mell guaran!ee 1l•«urned m same cond•hon as shipped 

Y 5<._ ~ KINC'S CUN WORKS, INC. 6:,n;.7/::::,r 
~ CUSTOM HANDGUN ACCESSORIES ~ 1~1 

Since 1949 "You only have to buy a quality part once.'' - ~ 
KING'S GUN WORKS, INC. • 1837 W. GLENOAKS BLVD., GLENDALE, CA 91201 • PHONE: (618) 956-6010 Prices ~O!«' lo Cllange w1111ou1 Nolice 

lJii, 

BRASS CATCHER* 
"It 's the handiest on the market" 

~ $14.95 
The BRASS CATCHER* fits on your hand, not on 
your handgun. No more clumsy distractions. Specifically 
designed for Browning, Colt, Mac 10, Uzi and other popular 
semi-autos. The BRASS CATCHER* adjusts for either top 
or right side ejections. Recommended for right hand shooters. 

Send check or money order to: 

GAGE MANUFACTURING 
663 West 7th St. San Pedro, CA 90731 No C.O.D. 

The Chapman Academy of Practical Shooting offers 
the latest and best training in tactics and techniques 
for defensive, practical shooting. 

Training courses are available for handgun, shotgun 
and special weapons. Beginners, law enforcement 
personnel, military personnel and world-class 
competitive shooters have attended and benefited 
from Ray Chapman 's expertise and personalized 
instruction. 

For information about the best training available write : 

Chapman Academy 
Hallsville, MO 65255 

(314) 696-5544 
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Patent No. -1 829906 

PIN GRABBf RS .. 
THE BULLET 

Match Proven - best Pin Bullet. • Excellent carry/defense load . • • Available loaded in 20s & 50s or • No Ricochet on pins . loose in 1 OOs for custom loading . 

• Countless Pin Match wins across • All popular handgun calibers from 
the country. .380 to .454 Casull. 

• Instant and complete energy • T-shirts available with cartoon 
transfer . as above, both sides. 

• Superior dangerous-game bullet. • Buy direct or ask your dealer to 
stock them for you . 

New customers must be 21 or over and submit signed age statement 
I! !Cl with first order. 
E __'.AJ Dealers inquire in writing with signed copy of FFL. I_ v~s• ] 

KASWER C t Inc 13 Surrey Dr. Brookfield. CT 06804 
US .0/11, • <203J 775-0564 Fax: <20.ll 775-6872 

D/FWs~g~iE~s~ 
or w 
CUSTOM 

Competition Proven 
Lemoine Wright, 
• Winner 1989 Bi anchi C up 
• RA Act ion Shooting 

Texas S tate C hCJmpio n 

G un by 
D/FW SHOOTERS SUPPLY 
& CUSTOM GUNS 

Jim S immons, Owner 

3 1 I W. A irport Freeway 
Irving, Texas 75062 
(214) 257-0027 (214) 252-0665 

Our Name 
Says It All! 

Accurate ' Smokeless Powders have been the 
success secret for many precis ion shooters and 

plinkers over the years. Our full range of powders are formulated to burn consis­
tently, leave less res idue , and cost less than other brands you might be using. 

Next time you buy powder, discover {(J~ 
the sec ret ingredient of precision /.lim~ A · Anos. 

shooters-Accurate Powders . You ' ll r-,a ccurate 
see for yourself that our metallic re- \''-'~®n Company, Inc. 
loading powders are the ones to beat. ~ ~ 

Box AH1 McEwen, Tennessee 37101 

be serious , and overa ll functioning was 
very good. 

One problem inherent in the design is 
that the Freeloader funnel sits above the 
primer magaz ine , interfering w ith the 
plastic follower rod that is part of Dil ­
lon 's primer Early Warning System. It 's a 
good practice always to start with 100 
primers in the magazine and the cartridge 
bin empty. With a little experience one 
soon can judge by eye when the cartridge 
bin has 75-85 loaded rounds in it. At that 
point I'd slip the primer fo llower in place. 
With on ly a few primers in the magazine 
the follower would now clear the funnel, 
actuating the system to g ive its usual 
warning buzz when only three primers 
were left. 

Occasionally (on average, about twice 
per thousand rounds) a case would come 
down the tube base up and be fed into the 
shellplate. Obviously it 's not going to get 
into the sizer die this way. These cases 
caused no rea l trouble, since as soon as 
res istance was fe lt on the operating han­
dle I wou ld stop, find the reason, and 
remove the offend ing case. 

With this , or any other progress ive 
machine, never lean on the handl e if 
unusual res istance is fe lt. At best you ' II 
crush a case and maybe break a decap­
ping pin, at worst you ' ll ser iously dam­
age the machine. Instead, find the prob­
lem and fix it. 

Another minor problem that occurred 
with about the same frequency ( i .e., a 
couple of times per thousand rounds) was 
a case coming down the feed tube would 
catch on the case tube adaptor, stopping 
the flow of cases. A quick tap with a fin­
ger wou ld c lear thi s jam and get cases 
moving again. 

The case feeder wil l work only w ith 
hand gun cases, but can be qu ick ly 
removed if you use the same machine to 
load rifle cartridges. ·simply lift off the 
Freeloader and case tube, remove a single 
Allen -head screw that holds the feeder 
assembly, and lift off the assembly. Rifle 
cases can now be placed in the shellplate 
manually as usual. 

Even allowing for the minor problems 
noted, thi s case feeder provided a worth­
wh il e increase in prod uct ion speed. In 
estimating speed, one has to distinguish 
hourly production rate from actual hourly 
production. Using the standard 550, with 
all components ready to go, I can load 
about 12 or 13 rounds in one minute. 
Under the same circumstances with the 
Ph elps- Ramar case feeder I can l oad 
about 20 rounds, wh ile with the big RJ ,-
1050 a rate of 33 or 34 rounds per minute 
is possible. 

Theoreticall y thi s wou ld mean hourly 
production of about 700, 1200, and 2000 
rounds respectively. Of course, in reality 
thi s isn' t poss ible. Primer tubes must be 
fill ed, the powder measure repleni shed , 
the loaded cartridge bin emptied, an occa­
sional jam cleared, fresh boxes of compo­
nents opened. And once in a whi le 'my 
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Jim Garthwaite 
--PISTOLSMITH--
Route 2 •Box 310 •Watsontown, PA 17777 

(717) 538-1566 

Member American Pistolsmith Guild 

PRACTICAL PISTOL 
SERVICES 

High Quality-Reasonab le Prices 

•Full Service Colt Auto Gunsmithing 
• Two Stage Compensa tor 

Systems S ince 1985 
• M.B.T.S . Compensator Kits 

& Well Widg e t Mag Wells' 

• AR-15 Match Rifles & Modifications 
• M1A Tr igger & Accuracy 

Work 

241 Washington Street 
Methuen , MA 01844 

508/688-4926 
Send S . A SE . f or p(/ce !1st 

·o ea ler Inquiries Invited 

Milt Sparks Holsters 
P. 0. Box 187A 

Idaho City, ID 83631 
Phone/Fax (208) 392-6695 

MasterCard Mastercard/Visa - VISA 
$2.00 for catalog 

nose needs scratching. 
Besides, trying to go too fast is a good 

way to catch a finger in th e machine, 
which can sting like crazy. Allowing for 
all these factors , my normal production 
rate with a standard 550 is about 350-400 
rounds per hour, with the 550 with case 
feeder in stall ed about 600 rounds pe r 
hour, and with the I 050, around I 000 to 
1100 rounds per hour. 

Phe lps-Ramar guarantees that if th e 
case feeder doesn't work , or you don't 
like it , they will fi x it so it does wo rk , 
replace it, or refund your money. 

It shou ld be noted that Phelps-Ramar 
has no connection with Dillon Precision, 
nor does Dillon Precis ion authori ze any 
alterations to their products. Dillon 's no­
time- 1 imit , " if it break s we fix it free" 
warranty is unsurpassed in the business, 
but obviously they cannot and should not 
be respons ibl e for damage ca used by 
another maker 's products. 

Frankly I can 't see any reason why the 
case feeder shou ld cause any problems, 
but in the unlikely event it does yo u 
s ho uld ex pec t to pay Dillon for any 
repairs requ ired . For further information 
on thi s case feeder phone Phelps-Ramar, 
Inc. at (904)343-141 4. 

Dillon Precision is located at 7442 E. 
Butherus Dri ve, Dept . AH , Scottsdale, 
AZ 85260. To order, call toll-free, 1-800-
4217632. (In Ari zona, 602-948-8009.) 

10-Round .38 Super Mags 
Mag-Pack 8-shot magaz ines for the 

.45 ACP 19 11-pattern pistol have been out 
for some time now and are well proven. 
The company is now offering I 0-sho t 
magazines and convers ion kits for the .38 
Super round . 

Magazine bodies are made by Metal­
form , in e ithe r blue o r sta inl ess stee l. 
They come eq uipped with a base pad , and 
the competition versions also have a lead 
spacer to add weight and ensure the mag 
drops c lean ly from th e g un when th e 
release is pressed. 

Pete Viceroy, pres ident of VIC Inter­
national, ( 18056 Ledgepoint Place, Dept. 
AH , Strongville, OH 44136) sent along a 
sta inless competition model (retail price 
$30.95) and a couple of conversion units 
($9.95). 

The convers ion units we.re fitt ed to 
standard Colt magaz ines. They consist of 
a Wolff magazine spring and a plastic fo l­
lo wer th at is dished out to help make 
room fo r the extra round. All three mags 
gave nawless functioning over the firing 
of severa l hundred rounds , seating and 
feeding properly and lock ing the slide 
back when empty. 

I've heard that because of the relative­
ly long plastic follower one should clean 
out any sand that gets in these mags , to 
prevent the follower from sticking. These 
mags were dropped in sand quite a few 
times (ranges are a lways located in sandy 
areas for some reason) without any prob­
le ms occurrin g, though l su ppo se it 's 
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The 
''BOT ONES'' 
BWS PIONEERED the non­
corrosive, non-mercuric Per­
cussion/Musket Cap more than 
half a century ago, when it in­
troduced the barrel saving 
SINOXID Priming Compound. 
Today, all non-corrosive caps 
trace their beginning to this 
original RWS invention . 

BOT, but sensitive - RWS 
Caps are favored worldwide by 
muzzle loaders for their Con­
sistency, Uniformity, and 
Record Breaking Performances 
(currently shooters using RWS 
Caps hold more World Rec­
ords than all other brands 
combined). 

VERSATILE - RWS Caps 
consistently ignite black power 
substitutes like Pyrodex. 

SAFE to store and transport, 
EXCEPTIONAL shelf life -
RWS Caps are available in 
four sizes. See your muzzle 
loading dealer and ask him for 
the "Hot Ones" - RWS Per­
cussion and Musket Caps. 

int. diameter height 
Product Side Cap min. max. 
Code View No. mm inch mm inch finish 

2 105268 LJ 1075 4.25 .17 4.20 .17 ribbed 
··u .. brand 

2105195 b:::d 1055 4.25 .17 5.50 .22 ribbed 

2 103893 
~ 

1218 5.63 .22 6.30 .25 6 flanges 

2105276 . J,; 1081 5.80 .23 6.10 .24 4 flanges 

Write today. ask for the NEW 
"PRECISION PRODUCTS" Catalog. 

Send$2. for lstclass.$1. for 3rd class. to: 

DYNAMIT NOBEL- RWS INC. 
105 STONEHURST COURT. NORTHVALE, N J 07647 
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· Worn 
by Agen ts 
From Paris to Is-

~~~~~·~~~: 1~o rk to L . A~ ... ~ 
. This Is The SLEEK, 

FAST COMFORTABLE RIG 

SHOULDER 
HOLSTER 

FOR YOU - AND IT'S HIGHLY CONCEALABLE 
·HOLSTER & SUPERWIDE " SPY " HARNESS Are 
Made From HAND-SELECTED TEXAS COWHIDE, 
ALL TOP-GRAIN LEATHER - NO ELASTIC 
· Specia l Angled Harness Doesn't Bind Under Either 
Arm -HOLSTER IS FULLY SUEDE LINED 
· Holster Has Opt ional Tie- Down Strap (No Need For 
A Trouser Belt To Wea r Our Rig) 
·FITTED TO YOUR SPECIFIC AUTO or REVOLVER 
·HANDMADE IN TEXAS BY OUR MASTER 
HOLSTER MAKERS 
· Our Hols ters Are WORN BY AGENTS & COMMAN­
DOES In More Than 21 Countries Original 

The Best Co ntinues 'Rich-Russett '"" 
· PRICES : 4" barrels or unde r $89.95 Color or 

41
4" Thru 6 11:-"· barrels $99.95 'Nite Black " w 

7" Thru 8 1 , .. ba rrels $109.95 
(Left Handed Models - NO EXTRA CHARGE ) 

COLOR CATALOG S3 00 . Please add 5°, to total ol order fo r 
shipping & ms 111 Cont US - ALASKA . HI. APO - Add 
10°0- FOREIGN - Add 25°0 t4to ew .. ka 

OEALERS - Send S3 00 & F.F.L tor Catalog ""1' "" 

CREDIT CARD ORDERS (51 2) 697-8900 
Send check M.0 .. VISA or M.C. to : 

CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 
P.O . Box 100724. Dept. AH- 1. San Antonio, TX 78201 

Beware of Cheap Imitations 

PULL THE TRIGGER 
ON EXCITEMENT 

SSK HAND CANNONS 

For Superior Performance when 
you wish to reach out and touch 

something. 

Specializing in: 
14 to 58 Caliber Contenders 

Custom Scope installations for hunting 
handguns. heavyweight bullet molds, 
arrestor muzzle brakes. exotic finishes. 
Please call or write for price quote or further information. 
If writing, send two First Class postage stamps. 

SSK INDUSTRIES 
721-AH Woodvue Lane 
Wintersville, OH 43952 
(614) 264-0176 
(614) 264-7217 

• 
BUILT WITH CARE - BUILT TO LAST AND 

~::=::~~~~~~;;;B;U:IL=T~F;O~R~TOPPERFORMANCE 

[ROSSI ]fl 
Sleek, well balanced 
medium frame design. 
High-strength 4 140 steel. 
Heavy-weigh t 4" barrel with 
integral ejector rod shroud. 
Solid matte-finish sight rib. 
Fully adjustable rear sight and 
broad-blade ribbed ramp fron t sigh t. 
Target-type trigger and wide hammer spur. 
Checkered combat -style grips of dense-grained 
Brazilian hardwood fit t ed wi th Rossi Medallion . 

BEST VALUE ON THE MARKET 

WRITE FOR FR EE 32-PAGE FULL COLOR CATA LOG 

INTBBABMS 
NUMBER TE N PRINCE STREET 
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22313 

M971 

good advice to keep any mag clean. 
Everything in thi s world has a price. 

and the price for the extra round capac ity 
is somewhat more di fficulty in seating a 
full y-l oaded mag in the gun . Tested by 
the sc ientific means of press ing the load­
ed magazine down on a bath room sca le 
until it locked in my gun 's mag we ll , I 
fo und it took 45 -50 pounds pressure. A 
Shootin g Star l 0-rounder was virtua ll y 
identical. 

For compari son, a Metalfo rm 9-round 
mag would seat and lock with 10 pounds 
press ure. The lesson is that if one uses 
extra-capacity mags in matches, and most 
IPSC shooters do. they should always be 
used in prac ti ce as well. That way one 
becomes used to th e amo unt of force 
needed to seat the mag properl y. 

I' ve a lso fo und that when using very 
light loads for steel shooting competiti on, 
such as a 125 grain bullet at 950 fps , l 0-
shot mags can press hard enough against 
the bottom of the slide when full y loaded 
to retard the act ion of the slide and cause 
a fee din g fa ilure when the fir st shot is 
fired . Whe n us in g these li g ht lo ad s I 
always load nine rounds onl y. With nor­
mal loads thi s problem never occurs. 

IPSC shooters consider ex tra-capacity 
mags as standard equipment. The Mag­
Pack converson kits and complete maga­
zines work pe rfec tl y and are exce ll ent 
products. They can be ordered from VIC 
Inte rnati o na l , o r w rit e to Mag -Pac k 
Corp., P.O. Box 846, Dept. AH, Chester­
land , OH 44026. 

Idaho Mag Pouch 
For ca rrying those mags in competi ­

tion, probabl y no carrier is as popular as 
Safariland 's model 077 case, genera ll y 
called the " Idaho" case. These trim, light 
and secure mag cases a re made us ing 
Safariland 's Safari -laminate process , so 
that once tension is adjusted with the ten­
sion screw, it never changes. 

Safaril and must have sold bushe ls of 
th ese , for eve n sh oote rs us in g o th er 
brands of leather generall y wear at least 
one Idaho on the be lt buckle fo r the ir pri­
mary re load . Safaril and has made them 
even more versatile by offering its mod­
els 700-2 and 700-3 Clip-Bars. (l thought 
a clip bar was a drinkin g establi shment 
that overcharged its patrons, but not in 
thi s case.) 

These c lip bars a re s impl y pl as ti c­
coated steel bars that carry e ither two or 
three Idaho cases at an almost unlimited 
va ri e ty of ang les. Fo r exampl e , three 
mags can be stacked verticall y, worn hor­
izo nta ll y o r anythin g in betwee n. The 
ba rs a lso hold th e mags o ut from th e 
body, making them eas ie r to gra b fo r a 
fas t re.l oad. Suggested price on these very 
useful items is $ 19.95. See your Safari ­
land dealer, or write Safaril and at 194 1 
South Walker Avenue, Dept. ._.., 
AH , Monrovia, CA 9 101 6. '°' 
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. 41 ACTION EXPRESS 
Co111i1111ed ji"om page 46 

but they are undeniably a worthwhile fea­
ture in a carry gun- they prevent acci­
dental d ischarge if the gun is dropped. 

The gun sold by F.T.E.. in -stock now, 
is avai labl e onl y as a kit w ith both 9mm 
and .4 1 AE barrels, separate (and differ­
ent ) magaz ines and two di stinctly differ­
ent reco il springs. 

AE s its be low th e 9 mm magazine li ps . 
Since the s lide must contact the rim to 
strip a round from the magazine you can 
imag ine the consequences if the case s its 
too low. Embarrassing , so the .4 1 AE 
magazine 's lips are 0.040" wider than the 
9 mm to le t th e cartri dges rid e a littl e 
hi gher. 

A lmost al l of the orig in al idea's attrac­
tions have gone by the board and the cyn­
ics among you are probably ch uck ling to 
yo urse lves a bout now. Instead o f being 
able to convert your 9mm pi stol to a real 

BRASS 
CATCHER 

only $24!~ 

I have never been a fan of convertible guns, 
usually they are a compromise. 

attaches to 
your hand . 
not your gun. 

Catch ejected casings 
from automatic handguns 

USA 

with the CATCH-ALL brass catcher. 

The recoil spring fo r the .4 1 AE is a 
compound arran geme nt of two sp rin gs 
within one another and is assembled as a 
cap ti ve unit. Th is is sound e ng inee rin g 
for it makes it easy to te ll a t a g la nce 
whic h spring is whic h. The 9mm spring 
and guide arc s imil ar to those found on 
other 9mm pi sto ls. 

One of the ori g in al att ract ions o f the 
proposed 9mm/.4 l AE convers io n was 
the abi lity to use the origi nal 9mm maga­
zine. but thi s is anothe r case where the 
reality turned out to be something differ­
ent. 

Whil e. at first glance, you would think 
it would work , the rebated rim of the .41 

g un , now you have to do the unthinkable 
and convert a real gun to 9mm. 

You need a special magaz ine and a ll 
the ex isting 9mm pi stol s a re doomed to 
remain 9m m. l was one of the skeptics 
myself until I got my hands on the new 
gun . 

I have never been a fan of convertible 
guns: usually they are a com promise and 
end up doing nei ther thing very well. but 
thi s one may change my mind . 

The .4 1 Act ion Express is an intrigu­
in g cart ridge that offers power s light ly 
above the hottes t .45 ACP loads and it 
has th e unde niabl e appea l o f new ness. 
But it lllrns out that the 9mm half of the 

• saves time & money eliminates 
searching for Josi or sca ttered b rass 

will not hinder shooting o r obstruct sight 
pictu re 

ca tch ejecled casings from aulomatic 
handguns (nght handed ) 

AVAILABLE NOW! 
Ritle/Shotgun brass catcher 
Call for info rmation 

patent applied !or 

Place your order today! 
Call Department 206 TOLL FREE 

1-800-824-6853 
Visa and MasterCard accepled 

No Risk 30-Day Moneyback Guarantee 

Catch-All Products. Dept 206 
P 0 Box 2522 . Eugene. OR 97402 

~--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------, 

i, ._ . MAKE MONEY IN GUN REPAIR! 
.-~ 1' Enjoy a Full or Part-Time Career 1 

".'. ; ~JtV. ~ f" 1\. ~~\ Learn at Home in Your Spare Time 
' : '• . ,I' ~~~~1, • THESE PEOPLE HAVE LEARNED THE MODERN SCHOOL ' • •'' ! ... ~ START MAKING MONEY FAST HOME STUDY WAY AND ARE NOW SUCCESSFUL GUN 

't. 
1 

"• u',,, ~ AQ After complet ing your fi rst few lessons. you'l l be able to PRO'S' 
• \~ '\ \~~: 1~~~~ ~ \S Sl'

1
Cc '\ 94 order 9uns. ammo. and accessories tor others even make n· .. , have already made good money while studymg your 

\~ l- si mple basic repairs. Thi s means ex tra cash in your pocket. course. t have found tha t I can cam while I learn Many 

~ 
As soon as you com plete your cou rse. you 'll receive two thanks to you for helping me make good money as a gun 

CJ \.)D
C handsome parchment Diplomas (one fo r your ho use and repairman!" Vernon Gruver 

-f \... Checotah. OK 

00 S
. I START one for your shop). 

0 
"/ thoroughly en1oyed taking your gun course because 4-AJ YOUR OWN EVERY SINGLE LESSON is writ ten in easy to your staff has taken pnde "'making your lessons easy 

O\JE~ 1 BUHS~~EESS understand language. You r lessons are loaded with charts. ~~i~'J:r:~~ht~~~~~~~11~·r 1~:~~. tr ~:v~ cbo:~~~ s~ue~~;~~; \ 

Study at hofllf in your spare time ... 

MAKE MONEY AND ENJOY YOURSELF! 
Find out how thousands have done it ! Get into a business 
where you know you'll be happy and have a good future 
too• A career m gun repair 1s exci t ing and rewarding 1f you 
hke wo rk mg with gun s Learn how to buy and sell guns .. do 
hand loading use black powder weapons. get profes­
s10n al stock fm1shing resu lt s .. gunpowder and bal listics 
customizing .sporteriz1ng .. checker ing ... trouble shooting 
and much much more ... 

WE HELP YOU GET YOUR FEDERAL 
FIREARMS LICENSE! 
As early as your third lesson you can learn how to get 
your FFL. We give you an actual FFL appl icat ion ... Then 
we show you ju st how to f ill it out and tell you just where 
to send it. 

photos. ex plod ed views, diagrams and special book lets. mechanic for 8 years now and this has helped me to understand that 
And .. you set the pace because you go as fast o r as slo w as quali tycoim ts in gun repalfs too ' Keep up the good work and thanks 
you want. again '" Ronny Peede 

n FT Worth. Texas 
SPECIAL PROBLEMS?They are al l covered in ou r "I had to stop and wnte to tell you my thanks for 
book let "Special Teaching Aids·· This special bonus was producing this course Even though rm living on a ranch 
prepared for Modern School by Winchester Western _ You'l l m the boondocks. 1ust word o f moulh has me swamped 

learn the "secrets" of accu rate shooting tra1ectory season has ;;~~,:~:~~e~~·~::i~~c ':o~ko~~;~~r:~h:~I c~~~~,~~;'';.1~ 
vetoc1 ty ... s1ght1ng-1n. plus much more. Th is book l~t is NO T senously considcnng opening my shop up as a full time business 
avai lable anywhere else Earn your "Gunology" Diploma Thanks to everyone at Modern Schools." Allan Nance 
by taking the exam at th e end of th is book Winchester has Oewmgton . Alberta, Canada 
authori zed us to award this special d ip loma to you BE A WINNER! 

OUR FAMOUS STAFF IS ALWAYS READY 
TO HELP YOU! 
We are always ready to be at your serv ice. Our famous 
expert consu ltat ion se rvice is available to you as a Modern 
Stu dent.. .eve n AFTER you graduate' You'll get spec ial tips 
and hm ts from these pros who have the necessary 
know-how. 

Jo in the thousands of successfu l men who have ta ken our 
cou rse' They come from all walk s of life and range from 
beginners to advanced gunsmiths There is much to be learned 
by everyone in this "all complete" cou rse You' ll find lessons on 
just about every well-known shotgun. pistol. rifle and automatic 
p lus many hard to find firearms too You 'll fmd out how you can 
take apart and repair al l o f th ese and more. Get in to a ca reer 
where you' ll make good money and have fun toot 

SPECIAL TOOLS START YOUR OWN BUSINESS '"Be a Proud and Successful Gunsmith,.. 
ARE ALL INCLUDED We show you how you can go in to business for yourself fu ll 

or part-time. You can even start you r business in your rWR~iE_N_O_W;O-R-FREEFACTS!~~c";,~{602}9'9'0-eJ4S, 
A complete tool kit is included in home Every thing you need is included' After teaching YES! Please rush f ree information on ho w I can become 
your course Special tools include gun repair for over 40 years to over 45.000 students. we've 
the well known Powley Com puter had the necessary time to smooth your course out 10 "fine a gun p ro. No previous expcnence necessary .. I arn 
and Powley Ball1st1cs Calcula tor.. tune ,, .. we incl ud e everything fo r you that a "gun pro" has u nder no obligation and no salesman will call. 
you' ll also get a pull and d rop gauge. to know and have! Name Age __ 

a trigger pu l l gauge. chec ker ing c.+f\1
1
'f£i> s,....,.

0 
• ACCR[OIT[O BY TllF ACCRE DI rfNG 

tools screwd rivers plus many more .. alb~ Address 
special items to ma keup al l th e tools : , ~ COMMISSION OF Tl I[ NA TIONAI City/State/Zip 

" °7 , llOME STUDY COUNCii 
you·11 need to get you started fast ', - / • APPROVW FOil VF TfRANS AND Cl MODERN GUN REPAIR SCHOOL dept GBA 10 

L :.~~!':!. ~c!:'!~~~ .?.32'!.~~·.::•!. !~~2.'~--------~'2°:::..;:0: ___ _E~N!:.!:.s ________________ L_2;~a_N..:!~H..:~:;,:,!~~~~3!:~~~':_N~~~=~~o2'l.J 
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LaRocca Gun Works, inc. 

Solid steel silhouettes 
give you that "Steel 
Feel" without giving 
you the additional 

Basic Street 
to Full House 
Competition 

For the highest reliability, quality 
& craftsmanship. Let us work with 
you to design and customize 
your gun. 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Target Receiver Base 
Chicken Silhouette 
Wild Pig Silhouette 
Turkey Silhouette 
Ram Silhouette 

51 Union Place 
Worcester, MA 01608 
(508) 754-2887 

RB-100 21 "x 12" x7" $149.95 
B-101 Full Size 5/8" Plate 15.25 
B-102 15"x91h'' 5/8" Plate 15.95 
B-103 12"x 15" 5/8" Plate 15.95 
B-104 20" x 151h'' 1/2" Plate 20.95 

legwork and problems '"'"'"' SHIPPING AND HANDLING CHARGES NOT INCLUDED 
of resetting after every shot ' 739

"' Call or write for shipping charges to your area: Include your name. 
Our practical silhouette target falls when hit- address. part number(s) and description(s). When ordering, enclose a 

rises in readiness for your next shot. No springs or cashiers check or money order for immediate processing. Allow an addi-
tional 18 days for personal or company checks. 

strings. Our target receiver base raises the target California residents add 6% sales tax (6'h% Los Angeles county). 
wi thin 20 seconds. All targets interchange on one 12 volt oc supplied bys "D" batteries (not included) 
receiver base. Send self-

addressed stamped ,,:,~:S·.~ TARGET AUTOMATION 
envelope for free broc hure. :;~~-- ~ 10620 Dolores Ave., South Gate, CA 90280 • (213) 567-1231 

custom Sizing Available/ I v1Sl I 
Guaranteed satisfaction! Ill 

TRUE FLIGHT BULLET COMPANY 
57 N. MOUNTAIN Bl.VD. • MOUNTAINTOP, PA 18707 

(800) 448·8306 --------------------------;,} __ __ I ,, . 
• FACE FACTS - C-H Progressive 

Reloading Tools are the Best Buys! 

Measure value in Precision, Safety and 
Long Life (no plastic or pot metal). 
Thousands in use. Phone (715) 229-2146 
or send $2 for catalog ($3 back on first 
order). Use Visa or MasterCard. 

,( 

equation just happens to be one he ll o f a 
pi sto l. It is the most accurate 9mm pisto l 
I have yet seen and for those of you who 
are 9mm fans, thi s is an absolute jewel. 

I have long believed that power is nice 
but accuracy is essenti al. With thi s gun I 
can hit what I want to hit where I want to 
hit it. 

.41 AE Ballistics 
Sh oo tin g th e T Z -75 in .41 Ac ti o n 

Express is a pl easant surpri se. Reco il 
s impl y isn ' t th at severe. It's more th an 
9mm but not nearly as sti ff as .45 ball. 

Ammo, by the way, is onl y ava il able 
from Acti on Arms (P.O. Box 9573, Dept. 
AH, Phil adelphia, PA 18 124) and I think 
it 's sort of an interesting twist that F. l. E. 
has the guns first instead of the inventor! 

Action Arms has two .4 1 AE loads in 
the di stin cti ve blue and white Samson 
boxes: a 170 gr. holl owpoint and a 200 gr. 
FMJ. 

In the earl y public ity for the .4 1 AE 
the balli sti cs were announced to be 1250 
fps fo r the holl ow point and 1100 fps fo r 
the FMJ . But th ose figures have been 
m ode rat ed a bi t a nd th e ammuniti o n 
avail able right now produces I 085 fps fo r 
the hollowpoint and 950 fps fo r the 200 
gr. load from the TZ-75 's 4 .5 inch barrel. 

I don ' t think thi s should be viewed as 
a c riti c ism , for it is ra re for ammo to 
de li ver as much veloc ity from a real gun 
as it does in a tes t barre l. We must also 
take into account that there has been little 
work with the ammunition because there 
have been no guns to shoot it. 

It may well be a repeat o f the I Omm 
sto ry whe re we saw a fl ood of compo­
ne nt s a nd amm o a ft e r th e g un s were 
fin all y on the market so we will reserve 
judgement on the ammo fo r awhil e. 

TZ-88 Ergonomics 
The most attractive aspect o f the pack­

age is not in terms of b linding speed but 
in loads th at provide a bit more power 
than the .45 in a co11trollah/e package. 

One of the most appealing fea tures of 
the TZ-75 is the shape of the grip and the 
trigger location. Unlike some of the won­
dernines where transition from double to 
sing le-acti on requires th e fa c ilit y of a 
conto rti oni st , thi s o ne, a t leas t in my 
hands, feels natu ra l. 

One reason is that Tanfog li o has e limi­
nated quite a bit of the slack in the sing le­
action pull. On many other guns there is 
considerabl e takeup in the trigger, some­
times a lmost an inch, that ends up with 
the trigger all the way at the back of the 
tri gger gua rd , but the Tanfog lio des ign 
minimi zes th e amount of g rip shifting 
required for the SA/ DA transiti on. 

Careful examinati on of the new TZ-75 
re ve al s a g un th a t is we ll fini s hed in 
matte blue . The fi xed sight s are equipped 
with a three white dot arrangement that 
shoots to po int of aim . 

Th e tri ggers a re quite good with a 
double-acti on pull of 13.5 lbs. and single-
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r/)i11e"aion 

IF YOU WANT REDUCED 
RECOIL IN THAT M191l 
SEMIAUTO, WITHOUT 
GOING TO A "COMP"; 

WE HAVE IT! 

A technological breakthrough in buffer 
development tha t redu ces f elt-recoil by 
more than 30% with no gunsmithing 
required. It 's simple, it's reliable, and 
it offers a dramatic impro vement in 
your gun 's controlability with no added 
weight, size, or major alterations. It 
will fit most standard M 1911 "O" Frame 
recoil systems. Send $19.95 fo r your 
M C "E lite" Buffer Kit today. In clude 
gun make, model, barrel length , and 
alterations. Satisfaction guaranteed. 

P.O . Box 40 . Nederland , CO 80466 

IT'S BACK! 

For ALL 
HANDGUNS 

'Marauder'tm 
Black Model 

w Black 
Holds Th e Rights to th is Suede Lining 

WORLD CLASS HOLSTER 
WORN BY SHOOTERS IN OVER 21 COUNTRIES 

• H OL ST R & HARNE SS made En tire ly 0 TO P­
GR AIN LEA HER N O EL ASTI C N O Split 
Co whide is Used N O STRA PS VISI B LE 
AC RO SS C H ST 

• HOL STER Is Mode Fro m EXTR A HEA VY 
HA N O SELEC ED TE XAS SAD D LE LEATHER 

• H OLS TER Is Lined Wi th G EN UI NE SU EDE 

•Th is Is THE ORIGINAL-Recommended As 
The 'Best' By More Gun Writers Than Any Other 
Hols ter in Th e World 
•PRICES: 6- 1/ 2" barrels or under $99.95 

7- 112" . 8" or 8-3/ 8" barrels $109.95 
10; 10 \12" or10V. " barrels $119.95 

(Left Hand Models- NO EXTRA CHARGE) 
COLOR CATALOG S3.00. Please add 5°0 to total of order for sh1ppmg & ms 
m Cont U S - ALASKA, HI , APO- Add 10°0- FOREIGN- Add 25°0 
DEALERS- Send SJ 00 & F F l tor Catalog 

Credit Card Orders (512) 697-8900. 
Send check M.0 . VISA or M.C to: 

CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 
P.O. Box 100724. Dept. AH'-1, San Antonio, TX 78201 

BEWARE OF CHEAP IMITATIONS 

acti on of 4.0 lbs. It carries a suggested 
retail price of $675 for the complete kit. 

What About Accuracy? 
Now let's ta lk abo ut acc uracy. O ver 

the last few years there has been a s ignifi­
cant improveme nt in ove ra ll acc uracy 
among 9mm pistols. A few years ago pie­
plate groups no better than fi ve-inches at 
25 yard s were common and a lot o f us 
believed the cartridge wasn 't capable of 
much better. Turns out we were wrong. 

The m a nu fac ture rs have improved 
the ir g un s and ammunitio n has gotte n 
better as well. A gun that shot groups th at 
large today would no t be smil ed upo n. 
Nowadays the average is more like three­
inches , but when I fired the first group 
with the 9mm barrel insta lled in the TZ-
75 I tho ught it must have been a fluke fo r 
it measured 1.5''. 

We ll , so did th e second gro up a nd 
whe n a l 1 was do ne th e a l'erage fo r 15 
consec uti ve fiv e-shot gro ups with th ree 
di ffe re nt brands of fac to ry ammuniti o n 
was 1.9 inches . This is the best accuracy 
I ' ve ever seen from a fac tory 9mm g un 
and threatens some of the custom jobs. 

Thi s dramatic result is, in large part , 
attributable to the excellent fit of barre l 
and slide. On an earlier mode l there was a 
generous 0.0 12" clearance between barre l 
and slide at the mu zz le, but th e current 
model has a snug 0.003" clearance. 

That sort of accuracy is a tough act to 
fo ll ow and the .41 AE didn ' t shoot quite 
as well. The 170 gr. hollowpo int averaged 
2.5" and the 200 gr. FMJ deli vered 3.0" . 

Had the 9mm not shot so very well I 
would have been quite pleased with thi s 
sort o f accuracy and it is certainl y accept­
able. I fee l sure thi s picture will improve 
if ammunition developments continue. 

Handloading the .41 AE 
As you might expect, there is very lit­

tl e loading data fo r the .41 AE because 
it 's so new. The only publi shed data is in 
Accurate Arms' loading booklet and it is 
limited to just a couple of their powders. 

There have also been some other arti­
cles that have li sted a few loads, but it 's 
important to remember that none of these 
have been press ure tested and a ll data , 
including mine. should be used with due 
caution. 

Mos t o f what is av ail a ble has been 
worked up in 5" barrel Government Mod­
e ls so do n ' t ex pec t to get exac tly th e 
same velocities if you shoot them in the 
TZ-75 , alth o ugh the res ults seem to be 
pretty close. 

Ri ght now the re is a real scarc ity of 
bullets and even though the 2 10 and 220 
gr. .4 1 Magnum bulle ts from S ierra and 
Hornady might be usable, they' re proba­
bly too heavy to be attracti ve. 

Cas t bull e ts a re also pre tt y heavy 
although Redding/Saeco has a· coupl e of 
lighter bullets in the works. 

For now, a ll I 've got to offer are sever­
al loads using the Sierra 170 gr. JH C and 
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NEW! ~· 
CONTENDER® 
SUPER "16" 
NOW AVAILABLE 
IN .45/70 GOV. & 
OTHER POPULAR 
CALIBERS 

ill 

Caliber List 
.22 LR 

This new 
Super "16" is 
equipped with a 
16%" tapered 
barrel offering increased 

.22 Win. Mag . 

. 223 Rem. 
7X30 Waters 
.30/30 Win . 
.35 Rem. 
.44 Mag. 
.45/ 70 Gov. 

velocity and superb balance. Acces­
sory barrels are totally Interchangeable 
with all blued Contender models. See 
specifics in current catalog. 

-Forty pages , much of it in full color, 
featuring T/ C's complete line of Ameri­
can Made Sporting Firearms. 

THOMPSON/CENTER ARMS, INC. 
P.O . Box 5002, Dept. TAH 1 
Rochester, New Hampshire 03867 
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SIG-220,225, & 226 Beretta 92F & 92FC r THE 1.EATHER ARSENAC 

~
i::.,•'-' 27549 Middleton Rd . Dept AH 

~ Middleton . Idaho 83644 
(208) 585-6212 

SURPRISE SPECIAL 

Massad Ayoob on Leather Arsenal products: 
S:: "The custom gunleather produced by Elmer McEvoy at 
~ Leather Arsenal is second to none! - Massad Ayoob 

Inside the pants concealment holster designed to set extra low 
for good concealment. 

The top band is metal lined to hold its shape for easy gun reholstering. 
• Sight Rails • 2 Belt Loops to Resist Holster Movement 
• One Way Snaps for Security 

II) Holster, Plain Tan - 13500 Add 1400 for shipping 
~ Magazine Pouch. 11200 

~ Phone Orders Welcome - C.O.D. Visa and MC Accepted 
Cl If you have any questions don 't hesitate to call 
::I 
a: Send $2°0 for a catalog of full line 

• Taurus 92 & 99 

DEALER INQUIRIES 
INVITED 

• Browning Hi Power 

BUEHLER PISTOL MOUNT 

Introducing a different BUEHLER MOUNT-M83 . In­
stalls without drilling or tapping . For calibei:s up 
through .357 Mag. Available in silver or black finish. 
M83 Mounts available for Smith & Wesson , Dan 
Wesson , Colt and Ruger. 

Send for Free Brochure 45H or call 
415-254-3201 

.... 
ID 

0 g. 

• 

MAYNARD P. BUEHLER, lnc.-ORINDA, CA 94ss3 

uUetaQoy 911dw~thLes. 911c. 
THE METALOY 

HARD CHROME FINISH 
-Phenomenal molecular bond, will 

not chip or peel 
-Extremely hard satin finish 

(R/C 70) 
-Super lubricity 
-Excellent protection against rust 
-All internal and external parts 

processed 

METALOY INDUSTRIES, INC. 
Route 5, Box 595-H 
Berryville, AR 72616 
ph. (501) 423-4225 

MAXI-WELL• MAXI-COMP• MINI-COMP 

ED BROWN PRODUCTS 
II Route 2, Box 2922 • Perry, MO 63462 

Phone (314! 565-3261 
MEMBER AMERICAN PISTOLSMITHS GUILD 

send $1. oo For catalog 

one custom bullet. The custom maker is 
Harri son Bullet Work s (6437 E. Hobart 
St.. Dept. AH , Mesa, AZ 85205) and its 
160 gr. JHP looks like a real winner. It 's 
the only bullet ava ilable ri ght now with 
the proper des ign for use in automati c 
pi stol s and it functi ons perfectl y. 

Even though the 170 gr. Sierra bullet 
has quite a bit of ex posed lead on the 
nose, it functi ons quite we ll in the TZ-75 
and there were no malfunctions with the 
hand loads using it. Accuracy of the hand­
loads using the Sierra and Harri son bul­
lets was equal to the factory loads. but so 
far I haven '1 found anything that is better. 

Actual l oa din g of th e .41 Ac ti on 
Express is rea ll y no different th an any 
other automati c pistol cartridge and the 
rebated rim poses no probl em in too l 
adjustment. Dies are avail ab le from Red­
ding and RCBS and a taper crimp is rec­
ommended. 

I did my load in g on a Dill on 5508. 
Dillon can suppl y an ex pander/powder 
funnel although they do not offer dies at 
thi s time. 

All loading data presented here should 
be considered maximum and it is impor­
tant to remember that none of these loads 
has been pressure tested wi th the excep­
tion of the 11 .0 gr. load of Accurate A rms 
#7 with the Sierra bullet. 

None of the other loads showed signs 
of excess ive pressure and were safe in my 
gun but you should reduce all charges by 
10% and work up carefully. 

Hurry Up And Wait 
In it s bri ef, checkered pas t the .41 

Action Express has gone through all the 
emotion s. Al first there was the unre­
strained joy Of bein g ab le to USC yo ur 
ex isting 9mm pi stol s w ith the new car­
tridge. But when that didn"t work out 
there was a depress ing letdown. 

Then we had to wait in nervous antici­
pation for another three years. Then came 
the guns, but nobody can remain enthusi­
astic that long. not even the most dedicat­
ed handgunncr. Another bummer. 

People who were once enthralled wi th 
the idea sw itched their interest to other 
thin gs- the I Omm, for exampl e. As 
those ·'unavoidable delays·' kept getting 
longer and longer. I would have bet the 
ranch that the .4 1 Action Express was a 
dead duck. 

After the long wa it. imagine my sur­
pri se when the gun came and turned out 
to be worth waiting for. To their cred it , 
the folks at Tanfog l io did it ri ght. It 
would probably have been easy for them 
to hustle out with some half-baked com­
promise, but they spent the time 10 reall y 
study and engineer what amount s to a 
total rework. Don' t you just love it when 
a plan comes together? 

For more information , wri te to F.I.E., 
4530 N. W. I 35 th St., Dept. 
AH , Opa-Locka, FL 33054. 
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WICHITA 

Revolver Comp 
An add-on unit for S& W revolvers 

By Charles E. Petty 

T
he growing popularity of NRA 
Action Shooting, dominated by 
revo lvers, has brought about a 
demand for c6mpensators and 

barrel weights for revolvers that was for­
merly limited to automatic pistols. Wichi­
ta Arms has just introduced such a prod­
uct for installation on the popular Smi th 
& Wesson L-frame Models 586 and 686. 
Actually there are two: Revolver Comp 
and a larger version known as the Slab 
Comp. 

The Slab Comp is a truly massive 
piece of steel that practically surrounds 
the revolver's barrel. It is a tt ached by a 
sing le screw which requires that the 
underlug be drilled and tapped . Although 
installation is basically s imple it is 1101 a 
project for the home workshop eq uipped 
with nothing more than a hand drill. 

In fact , installation can be deceptive 
for the slab comp fits rather snugly along 
the barrel and unless the hole is drilled 
perfectly, the screw that holds the whole 
thing on may bind and cause problems. 

Probably the most difficult part of the 
installation is simply figuring out a way 
to hold the g un so that the barrel is at 
abso lute right ang les to th e drill. It 
wouldn't be so bad if the frame didn't get 
in the way a lm os t any way you try to 
hold it , and I suspect that a lot or gun ­
smiths wi ll simply remove the barrel so 
that they can hold it correctly. 

I had Leonard Baity, one of American 
Handgunner's Top 100 Pistolsmiths, do 
the in sta ll ati on and, after he finished, hi s 

suggestion was., "Let Wichita install the 
nex t one." Since they offer thi s serv ice 
for $30 and probably have a special fix­
ture to make the job easy, that's probably 
the best idea . 

The Slab Comp weighs 13 ozs. and is 
avai lab le for 6" barrel Smith & Wesson 
L-frame revolvers and also the Ruger GP 
I 00 with 6" heavy barrel. 

There's also a smaller Revolver Comp 
that on ly extends back on the barrel a bit 
and can be used on 4" as well as 6" bar­
rels on the same models. They are only 
ava ilable in blued finish. 

Wichita reports a documented 52 % 
reduction in muzzle jump for th e Slab 
Comp and 30% for the smal ler Revolver 
Comp. I have no reason to doubt these 
figures , for shooting m y 686 with th e 
Slab Comp installed was a lm ost like 
shooting a .22. 

Us ing wadcuttcr reloads there was vir­
tually no muzzle rise and on ly a bit when 
firing th e .38 Special servi ce loads that 
represent the Bianchi C up power floor. I 
cou ld detect no change in accuracy from 
levels meas ured prior to install at ion . 

The attractiveness of the Slab Comp 
($ 105.95) and Revolver Comp ($59.95) is 
that , after you get that pesky hole drilled, 
th ey can be removed eas il y and would 
allow someone to sl ip on the comp for a 
match and then remove it to return the 
gun to condition for duty or other use. It's 
a nice idea (avai lable from Wichita Arms 
In c. , Dept. AH , P.O. Box ..,._ 
11371 , Wichita, KS 67211 ). '°' 
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D Special Introductory 
One-Year Offer $12.97 
(one-ti me only) 
(Regularly $18.00) 

D 2 yr. $32.00 
D 3 yr. $42.00 

Foreign subscribers add 
$3 per year (U.S. Funds). 

Charge to my 
D VISA-BAC 
D MASTERCARD 
D BILL ME 

Card No. 

Expiration Date 

.Name 
Address ________ _ 

City ----------
State ______ Zip __ _ 

Signature ---------

Send to: 
Practical Shooting 

International • Box 62 
Emmetsburg, Iowa 50536 
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Member Pistolsm1 thing Guild 

Cylinder 
& Slide, Inc. 

Custom Pistolsmithing 

PPC Guns, Duty/Carry, Basic Tune Up 
Colt /Smith & Wesson Warranty & Parts 

For Fully Illustrated and Informative Catalog 
Send $3.00 (Refundable) Parts Orders Only - Call 

Cylinder & Slide, Inc. 1-800-448-1713 
P.O. Box 937AH Inquiries Call - 9-11:30 AM CST 
Fremont, NE 68025 (402) 721-4277 - Ask for Bill 

OFFICIALLY APPROVED FOR l.H.M.S.A. COMPETITION. 

If you shoot handgun for silhouette, hunting or just 
for fun , this Cabretta leather glove was made especially for you' 

There's "just enough" padding for comfort. The glove's scientific 
design provides real protection against direct and transferred 

recoi l, dramatically reducing the risk of ulnar or planar nerve stress. 

Try them once and bring up your scores or bring down game like 
never before! Your satisfact ion is unconditionally guaranteed. 

GUARANTEE: If you are not fu lly satisfied with the Model 454 Shooter's Glove, simply return within 10 days for a 
complete refund. MasterCharge-Visa accepted (813) 643-4222 

Avail. in Rt. Hand, Lft. Hand or Pair. Please specify Hand and Hand Size (SM, MD, LG, XL or XX). Include check or 
money order for $13 (1 Glove) or $25 (Pair) plus $1 .00 postage and handling, payable to: 

CHIMERE' INC. 4406 Exchange Ave ., MetroPark #119Naples, FL33942 
(Dealer/Rep Inquiries Invited) 

MASTER PROFESSIONAL 
HANDLOADING TECHNIQUES! 
At hist - the sing le most detailed work available today for handloaders. While oth er books only 
gu ide shooters through the basics of reloading ammunition , THE HANDBOOK OF METALLIC 
C ARTRJDGE RELOADING goes one vital step further. It contains the !cttest comprehensi ve 
hiding tables prepared by the four major powder manufacturers - DuPont, Hercules , H odgdon, 
and W in chester - fo r all current ri fi e and handgun carrridges . Every load has been tested and 
evaluated by expert ballisticians using sophisticated machinery in modern ballistics labs , insuring 
that the load will perform properly and safely when correctly assembl~d and used. The first section 
of the book offe rs a meticulou~ examination of funda mentals, essential equipment, the reloading of 
both rifle and pistol ca rtridges. and th e selection and use of prncrical accessories . The second 

section deals specifica lly with components: cases. primers. powders and bullets. The third section. 
on theory, includes signifi cant chapters on pressure. accu racy with jacketed bullets, the making and 
using of high performance cast bullets, precision tools and procedures for benchrest am munition. 
plus, for the first rime, a chapter on the manufacture, characteristics. and uses of Ba ll Powde r. G et 
your copy of HANDBOOK OF METALLIC CARTRIDGE RELOADING now. It 's a standard 
fixture on th e loading benches of the most knowledgeable riflemen and handgunners in the 
country. 

HANDGUNNER BOOKS 

Dept.53- HG 

591 Camino de la Reina 
Suite 200 
San Diego. C A 92108 

_ Semi me a copy of the HANDBOOK OF METAL· 
UC CARTRIDGE RELOADING. 
Enclosed is $19.95 plus $I.SO postage and handling. 
_ Charge my C redit C1rd _ Visa _ Mast ercard 
Number _____ Exp Date. __ In itials _ 

NAME -------------­
ADDRESS ----------
CITY _______ STATE _ ZIP __ 
Ca. res id<'nts add 6% sales tax . Al low 4·6 \\'eeks !or delivery. 

BERETIA9MM 
Continued ji-om page 69 

sional delegation. 
Fact: The GAO investigations have 

reported a high correlation between the 
ammunition used and the round count at 
slide failure. No commercial ammunition 
is believed to have been involved in any 
slide failure. The four fi eld slide failures 
reco rd ed by the GAO are re ported to 
have occurred after an " unknown" num­
ber of rounds had been fired through one 
pistol ; 30,000+ rounds had been fired 
through a third pistol; and 4 ,500 rounds 
had been fired through the fourth pistol. 

Fact: The GAO issued a report stating 
that there were no indications the Army 
had attempted to cover up any M9 prob­
lems. 

Fact: While allegations hav e been 
made that the M9 evaluations were biased 
toward Beretta those allegations have not 
been s ubs tantiated by the GAO after 
extensive inquiry. Two United States Fed­
eral Court decisions also have held there 
was no evidence of bias. 

Fact: Beretta has desi gned , and the 
Army has accepted , an Engineering 
Change Proposal (ECP) for a "s lide reten­
tion dev ice ." Shipments of M9 pi stols 
from the Beretta US A Accokeek, Md. , 
factory have been resumed for pistols fit­
ted with the slide retention dev ice. Pistols 
so fitted are being issued to military units 
without restriction. M9 pi stol s currently 
is sued to military units hav e a 1,000 
round limitation, after which a new slide 
must be fitt ed . However, retrofit kits 
which consist of a new slide assembly, 
the retention device and a left grip panel 
are being shipped to the Army. The kits 
will be installed by armorers at intermedi­
ate level maintenance facilities, and once 
retrofitted the l ,000 round limitation will 
be removed. 

The above information was obtained 
from reports issued by the GAO and the 
United States Army. They are public 
records to which anyone may hav e 
access. 

But what does all of thi s mean? 
Is there a potential ri sk that a hand­

gunner firin g a Beretta 92 series or M9 
pistol will be injured by a slide failure? 
Perhaps , just as there is a risk that a hand­
gunner firing a Browning Hi -Power, a 
Steyr GB, a Smith and Wesson semi-auto, 
a Colt Government Model or a Ruger P85 
will be injured by a slide failure. 

But the risk is so insignificant that it 
cannot be computed. This is just another 
way of saying that nothing in life is total­
ly risk free. 

Slide Failure 
Only a handful of the more than one 

million s lides c urre ntly fitted to the 
Beretta 92 series of 9mm handguns have 
experienced slide failures. There is sti!l a 

92 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER ·JANUARY /FEBRUARY 1990 



great deal of cont roversy surround ing the 
reason why the slides fai led. 

But slides d id fail - and rat her than 
attempt to stonewall the facts, Beretta and 
the United States Army fort hri ght ly 
acknowledged there was a prob lem and 
set out to find the cause. 

The design, the manufacturing tech­
niques , the ammunit ion used were a ll 
investigated. Noth ing was su mmari ly dis­
missed. T he people at Beretta strong ly 
suspect that the ammun ition used in the 
pistol s which experienced slide fa ilures 
was the cause of the fa ilures. 

Army officials have stated that whi le 
the amm un it ion is a lways a factor that 
has to be considered, amm unition was not 
a primary cause of the s li de failures . 
Beretla and the Army have devoted more 
than one year of ana lysis , and over $I 
mi llion has been spent by the Army in a 
concentrated effort to find the cause. The 
resu lts are inconclusive. 

The Army did subject 12 M9 pistols 
selected at random to an acce lerated 
endurance test. Each of the 12 M9 pistols 
was fired for more than 20,000 rounds-­
without any problems or slide failures . 

The design , the steel used in the slide, 
the heat treatment , all metallurg ical fac­
tors, were checked and rechecked. oth­
ing was fo und which would exp la in the 
sli de fai lu res. 

Bad Ammo? 
What abo ut th e amm uniti on , then ? 

The particular ammun it ion whi ch was 
being used when th e majority of sl idc 
cracks and fai lures were detected in 
Army laboratory tests was non-NATO 
certified . There was a requirement that 
the M9 fire NATO-certified ammun ition 
durin g testing. For training and opera­
tional purposes , any 9mm amm uniti on 
tested and accepted as meeting US and 
NATO specifications is authorized for use 
in the M9. 

Please understand that Beretta is not 
accus ing any ammunit ion manufacturer 
of having produced defec ti ve amm uni ­
tion. However, after having e liminated 
design , manufacturing techniques and 
metallurgical factors as potential causes 
for slide fai lures, Holmesian log ic woul d 
indicate that the remaining factor , th e 
ammun ition . had to be the cause. 

I talked extensive ly with the represen­
tatives of the ammunition company 
which manufactured the ammunition used 
when the majority of slide fa ilures in the 
laboratory occurred. They are as mysti­
fied as anyone at Beretta or in the Army 
as to the cause of the slide failures. 

But their ammu niti on- as was a ll 
ammunition used in the laboratory tests­
was manufactured to str ict Army specifi­
cations. 

At thi s point the reader is probab ly 
saying , " Well , just g et some of that 
ammunition and test it. "' Unfortunate ly, 
a ll of th e ammunition has been con­
sumed, so there is no way to test it. 

The Affordable Alternative 
No Gunsmithing Required 

$99.95 without sight 
(Mode l WIC· I ) • 

The Wichita lnsta·Comp has been 
des igned for the competitive and 
non -competitive shooter. 

The gas chamber inside the Wichita lnsta-Comp is designed to capture 
the gas and exhaust it through the two vertical ports . With this arrangement. 

combined with the additio nal weight. the mu22le jump is reduced significantly. 
EASY INSTALLATION No Special Tools . No Fitting . Nothing else to buy. 

Remove your barrel bushing and recoil spring plug . Replace with the Wichita 
lnsta-Comp and our recoil spring plug You are now ready to shoot your comped gun . 

Model WIC-2 has a front sight (target or combat. your choice) ... . .. $119.95 
Model WIC·l or WIC-2 and our slide conversion "• . . . . .. . . . . S 
(Bury rear Wichita Sight. permanent ly mounted . Front s1gh1 on slide or comp Mill flat on top 
o f slide. and lower port for easier ejection) 

·Firearm . shde or rear sight not included 
• ·We need your slide sent to us for this work 

Dealer prices available 

Send signed FFL & Tax # 

CUSTOM GRIPS, INC. 
MANUFACTURERS OF 

PISTOL GRIPS 
IN GENUINE 

•STAG •IVORY •WOODS 
•IVORY POLYMER •WHITE PEARLITE 

•PLASTIC •ETC 

Ajax Grips are available for most makes 
and models of handguns. 

Dealer Inquiries Invited. 

AJAX CUSTOM 
GRIPS, INC. 

11311 STEMMONS FREEWAY, SUITE 5 
DALLAS, TEXAS 75229 

(214) 241-6302 
FOR ORDERS ONLY CALL OUR 

TOLL FREE NUMBER 
1-800-527-7537 

SEND $2.00 FOR CATALOG­
REFUNDABLE WITH PURCHASE 

Wichita Arms, Inc. 

444 Ellis . P.O. Box 11371. Wichita . Kansas 67211 
(316) 265-0661 

WALLER 
NORWALK •CONNECTICUT · USA 

\X'al kr Ba~::. a nd Ca!>t: !'.I , 
c ri.::u cd fo r ."!ihoo t1.: r1<1 , a rt: 
madt: in tht: llSA and 
con ."!i ickrnl the fin t:::. l 
ava il abk. Thev h;i vi.: an 
Adju 1<1 1abk/Rt:in o v:1I 
ln1 c:: ri o r P;1rt iti o n 
Sys ti.:111 . lfdb· 
pkasnl with any 
Wallt:r product 
itwillbt:rt.'.' · 
p laced o r your 
purcha::.c 
price 
rcfunckd . 

Waller 
Range Bag 
Colo rs: Black . 

Ci rey. Naq -. Rt:d 
Size : 

9" II x 11 " \X "x 26" I. 

•140.00 

Am i.:x . \'b a 
:ind MC acn:ptc.:d 

Cal l "lb ll frn·, t -800·874 -BAGS or in CT 1·838-4083 
St: nd S 2 00 for catalogue 

W·WA LL E R ·& · SO 1 ·INC 
I·+ 2 :"t·w Canaa n A\' t:: • '.'io rwalk , <.onntT l lC UI 0 6 8 50 

not just 3. Give yourself Twice the 
capacity for your money. The Durability 
of all steel construction and fully enclosed 
Thermally protected, ball bearing motor. 

• Handles 2-300 Rifle 
up to 700 p istol cases 

• Fast Quiet and Sate 
• Full Year Warranty 
• Designed and mtg . by 

Tru Square Metal Products 
building Case Polishers 
for 27 years 

• Versatile · Polishes 
Brass Cases 
Silverware 
Fishing lures 
Coins 
Jewelry 
Deburrs and Polishes 
Metal Ports 

.. ULTRA-VIBE 18 
Thumler"s - Tru Square Metal Products 

Order Toll Free 1·800-225-1017 or (206) 833-2310 Call for More ln tormation1 
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WEIGAND 
COMBAT 

NDGUNS, INC. 

AUTOLOADERS & 
REVOLVERS FOR 

N.R.A. ACTION 
l.P.S.C. 
P.P.C. 

JACK WEIGAND 
MASTER CLASS SHOOTER 

'"E;r_perie.nce. iuftere it counts" 

341 South Main Road 
Mountaintop, PA 18707 

717 474-9804 

196 Pages!! 300 + N ew Products!! 

~:: BROWNELLS CATALOG #42 
II . . . ' . , / .... ___ __ Designed for 1 : ,~ The Gunsmiths - Dealers - Hobbyists 

~ 'W Who Service the Needs of the Millions of 
·...=:;:: ..,..nn.\.. · Sportsmen & Target Shooters in the U.S. Today 

"-- I / "i;;J 
1 

Dedicated to the principle that the man who works on guns deserves 
} • The Best possible in supplies • Immediate service from in-stock 

8ROWNEL.C'S,.,/. inventories • Personal assoc1at1on with knowledgeable gun people 
;. - '-:- ~-.. . •Constant adjustment in product performance • 100% Guaranteed 

SELECTED FOR THE SELECT 
For the trade are: •Tools for every need •Chemicals for every application •Supplies for every operation 
•Accessories for from crown to buttplate, to shoot, to service, to repair, to re-build or build the Gun 
• Electro less nickel plating •Wood carving tools •Engraving supplies •Hot and cold gun bluing 
• Special glass bedding - ACRAGLAS • · ACRAGLAS GEL • - STEEL-BED '" . 

Price $3.75*(ct1~~,';'' ) - FREE TO QUALIFIED GUNSMITHS DEALERS (FULL & PART TIME) 
Serious Gu nnuts & Hobbyists !Our new regular customers of the future) : Ask, and we will send Federal Firea rm s licensing 
procedures with your $3 .75 catalog o rder. Fo r the good of th e entire s hooting Fratern ity w e are anxious t o help you get 
started as a leg itimate professional · full o r part time · or enhance yo ur guncraft. The future fate of shooting in any area 
depends on the activity of the local gunsmith . YOU can both serve and e njoy! *Refunded on 

first $35.00 order -·.F.or•e•ig•n•: .$4 • .• 15---BROWNELLS. Inc. 200 5. G•o•• 515.023. s401 
.-~M-ON_,_•z_u_M_A._1o_w_A_•_o•_,_,~~~~~~~~--

JARVIS 
GUNSMITHING INC. 

(714) 538-5846 
Compensators for Taurus 
41 AE. Full contour, fits factory 
barrel $147.00 

Mag wells in stainless steel for 
S&W 645, 745 $36.95 
(includes 2 slam pads) 

• Colt Comp Kits 
38 Super, 9mm, .45, 
10mm, .41AE 

CALL FOR PRICES 

• Colt Comp & Front Sight $140.00 
• Beretta Comp Kits $34 7.50 
• Beretta Comp 

& Spring Only $147.50 
• S&W Comps 

For 645, 745, 4506 $120.00 

NEW! NO 6UNSMITHIN6 
REOUIRED ON JARVIS 

L FRAME 1Dtz. ,\ 161z. WEIGHTS 
8111 U 7 .65 SIM1ltu $53.DD 

Send $2.00 for Catalog 
P.O. Box 2423 

Orange, CA 92669 

STOP RUST! 
Gun manufacturers know that humidity trapped 
w1th1n enc losed storage areas causes conden­
sa tion and th is condensa tion is the cause of 
irreparable damage: rust. mildew. corrosion . 
Thars why manufacturers include small packets 
of si lica gel in sh ipmen ts of quality guns. 
electronics. etc . 

Silica Gel Units Drink Dampness from the Air: 
Prevent Condensation ; Stop Rust, Mildew, 
Corrosion Before They Begin. 

S1 l1ca ge l adsorbs dampness to · create a 
pro tective shie ld of dry air within any enclosed 
area . Needs no electricity. Remains dry to the 
touch even when sa turated . Built-in indicator 
lurn s from blue to pink to signa l need for 
reactivation . Reactivates easily in oven Lifetirne 
protec ti on. Money-back guarantee. 
40 Gram Unit: Compac t 4 .. x2"x1h .. aluminum 
canister. Protects 3 cu . f l. For gun case . tool box. 
etc Item SG-40: $5.50 ea. (2 or more: SS.00 ea .) 
360 Gram Unit: 5 .. x4 .. x2 .. foll carton. Protects 27 
cubic fee t. Ideal for safe . gun chests. display 
cabinets. etc . Item SG-360: $9.50 ea. 
2000 Gram Unit: 15 .. x4' . steel canister. Protec ts 
144 cu . ft. Lifetime protection for larger gun 
loc kers. vaults. closets. etc . Item SG-2000: $46.50. 

TO ORDER: Send printed name. address. items 
requested with check to Hydrosorbent Products, 
Box 437-Z. Ashley Falls , MA 01222. MA Res. add 
5°,, sa les tax . Delivered free in 48 states. To 
charge MC/V ISA give card ii and exp. date 

So what caused the Beretta M9 s) ide 
failure problem? I don 't know. Perhaps it 
will remain as intriguing a mystery as the 
assassination of President John Kennedy. 
Ten yea rs from now handgunn ers may 
still be arguing just what caused these 
incidents of slide fa ilure. 

Additional information may come to 
li ght. For example, there have a lready 
been indication s th at th e s lide which 
failed in the fi eld after an initiall y report­
ed 4,500 rounds may have been fitted to 
another frame earlier in the slide's serv ice 
li fe; and the actual round coun t at failure 
could have been much higher. 

My personal belief-- and I stress that 
thi s is my personal belief only- is that 
when fed 9mm ammunition manufactured 
to NATO and/or SAAM! spec ifications 
the Beretta 92F/M9 semi -automatic pistol 
will not sustain slide fai lures of such a 
nature that personal injury will result. 

Please note that I did not say that slide 
failures won ' t occur. As with anything 
mechanical, a firearm subjected to long 
use can eventuall y be overstressed to the 
point that fatigued components will fai l. 

Years ago when I was active in NRA 
conventional pi sto l competition I visited 
the U.S. Air Force Advanced Marksman­
ship Training Unit (AMTU) at Lackland 
Air Force Base, Texas, on several occa­
sions. The armorers at th e AMTU rou­
tin e ly received from Air Force pistol 
teams world wide semi-automatic pistols , 
mostly Colt Government Models in .45 
ACP ca libe r, for rebuilding. Many of 
these pistols had developed minute stress 
fractures in slides and frames. 

Subjected to e no ug h furth er use, 
doubtl ess ly those minute stress frac tures 
could have led to catastrophic fa ilure of 
the pistol. However, the point to be made 
is that in the vas t maj o rit y of cases, 
including of course the M9, tell-tale indi­
cations visible to the eye or the touch will 
signal the onset on a problem long before 
a catastrophic failure is like ly. 

The Beretta people are provid ing the 
slide retention device onl y for military 
M9s . The company has no plans to offer 
the slide retention device to civilians. The 
company's logic is impeccable: no civi l­
ian pistols have failed. 

Police Reactions 
But what do longterm civi li an law 

enforcement agencies think of the Beretta 
92 series pistol? At my request, Beretta 
furnished me with a li st of law enforce­
ment agencies with extens ive ex perience 
in using the Beretta 92 series. 

I contacted several law enforcement 
agencies to so li c it th ei r v iews of th e 
Beretta 92 series . Special Agent Richard 
Tengstedt, Chief Firearms Instructor fo r 
the Florida Department of Law Enforce­
ment, provided a reply which was typical 
of th e responses I received from law 
enforcement agency personnel. 

Special Agent Tengstedt's agency had 
purchased over 300 Beretta 92SBs, after 
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initiall y testing all of the then avail able 
large capac ity 9mm semi-automatic pi s­
tols on the market in 198 1. His agency 
selected the Beretta over all other com­
petitors for product quality and handgun 
reli abili ty. 

A signi ficant number of these Berettas 
have well over 30,000 rounds of ammuni­
ti on fired th ro ugh each pi sto l. Spec ia l 
Agent Tengs tedt told me that in a ll the 
tim e hi s age ncy has been us in g th e 
Bere tta 92SB the onl y parts requiring 
replacement have been several springs. 

Spec ial Agent Tengstedt advised that 
his agency inspects and cleans the Beretta 
92SBs frequentl y- he be lieves in keep­
ing any semi-automatic pistol as clean as 
poss ibl e- a nd no ev ide nce of s li de 
cracks have ever been detected. 

M-10 Test 
As readers of American Handgunner 

probabl y know by now, the Beretta M9 
has emerged as the Army's choice for the 
fo llow-o n 9mm hand gun competi t ion. 
The MI 0 competi tion used the same per­
for m a nce spec if ica ti o n s a nd tes t ing 
methodology used to determine the fi rst 
contract award. 

As such, the MI 0 testing and evalua­
tion period was not as lengthy as the orig­
inal M9 competiti on. Smi th & Wesson 
and Ruger submitted sample 9mm pistols 
to the Army for eva luation in the M 10 
competit ion. 

At fi rst Beretta offic ials did not think 
that their pistol had to be retested, and no 
efforts were made by Beretta officials to 
prepare a lot of pistols for competition. 

When the decision was made to retest 
the M9, Army inspectors selected 30 pi s­
tols on a random basis from stocks of M9 
pistols held at Beretta's Accokeek, Md., 
fac tory. 

The Army has stated that the perfor­
mance of these randoml y se lected M9s 
was significantly better than e ither of the 
co mpe tin g 9 mm handg un s. Thu s, as 
th ings now stand, Beretta will suppl y the 
re ma inin g De pa rtm e nt of Defe nse 
requirements for 9mm serv ice pistols. 

Does thi s mean an end to the great 
9mm handgun controversy? I for one fer­
vently hope so. 

There has been a lot of litigation over 
the Army's se lect ion for the Beretta as 
the service pi stol. Tempers and emotions 
have fl ared over imag ined s lights and 
wrongs. But it 's time to put rum or and 
goss ip behind and get on wi th the busi­
ness of national defense. 

Americans have the admirable tra it of 
assem bling the facts themselves and then 
mak ing reasoned decisions. I be lieve that 
most Americans who seek out the facts 
will conclude that Bere tta 's faith in its 
92F/ M9 pistol has been vindicated by thi s 
pistol's selection to sati sfy all remaining 
Department of Defense 9mm ~ 
service pistol requirements . '°' 

PISTOLSMITH 
1hav t~ 40 ye a rs1~ xper i 1 ) n Ce re pa irin g an d bu ild ing a ll types of sporti ng 
firearms. Comple te foc iliti 1~s fo r the ty pe o f wo rk th a t is requ in !d. 

Com bat • Pi n shoot ing • Target • Si lhouett e 

COLT FACTORY WARRANTEE SERV ICE CENTER 
H IG H STANDARD SPEC IALI ST - ALL MODELS 
SMITH & W ESSON REVO LVER IM PROVEMENTS 

A one m;m shop th a t ca res. a nd a shoo te r w ho knows w ha t th e ser ious 
shooter wa nts. Satisfacti on Assu red. Price Lis t $1.00. 

CAMPBELL H. IRWIN GUNSMITH 
Hartla nd Blvd .. East Hartland. Conn. Tue.-Sat 9am-5pm (E.T.) 

T e l. (203 ) 653-390"1 Zip 06027 Sun. & mon. closed 

EXOTIC FINGER POSITION 
ROSEWOOD GRIPS RE:o~~ERS 
Available for all COLTS, S&W's, RUGERS and 7JlURUS Revolvers 

We offer the largest selection of Rosewood, 
Ebony, Stag, Mother-of-Pearl and Horn 
grips for most production handguns • 

IF UNAVAILABLE FROM YOUR LOCAL DEALER - I . 
ORDER TOLL FREE -1-800-323-6144 ' : 1 

IN ILLINOIS CALL (708) 260-0400 

EAGLE GRIPS I Div. ART JEWEL ENTERPRISES, LTD. 
DEPT. AH-1 , 460 RANDY ROAD, CAROL STREAM, IL 60188 

SEND $1 .00 FOR COMPLETE COLOR CATALOG 

We Accept • 

The Best cuns Need the Best Parts 
Specify Ed Brown custom Parts on Your Next Gun ... 

Hi-sweep Beavertail 

• ____,. --­
Removable 
Front Sight 

commander Style 
Match Grade 

Slotted Hammer 
Ground sear Hooks 

S32.95 Blue & 
$35.95 S.S. for compensator 

Installation. $10.95 
Grip Safety " C: 

countersunk for Heavy Duty 
commander Hammer Guide Rod Head 

$29.95 Blue & Shock-Resisting 
$31 .95 S.S. Tool Steel. $14.20 MAXI-WELL 

see Your Pistolsmith or Parts Distributor- If Not Available, Order Direct From... The Larg est Mag-Well 

Ed Brown. Products s2c:.:5n~~~e ~a$~1o~~ys~s . 
Member American 

Route 2, Box 2922 • Perry, MO 63462 II·•) / viS4 / Pistolsmiths Guild 
Phone C314l 565-3261 - sENo s1.00FoR cArALC/G 
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Wi-th ROB 
FAST AND FANCY 

LEATHAM 
By John Taffin 

A rrangements were made to attend 
the Leatham Shooting Institute in 

Mesa. Arizona and spend three days tak­
ing the class in Competition Handgun 
Shooting offered by champion shooter, 
Rob Leatham . I had been in Phoenix, Ar­
izona four years earlier and vowed never 
to return in the middle of summer. The 
temperature was 115° that first trip , and 
this Idaho boy just about succumbed. 
Going back was better. It never got above 
112°! Oh, to have a franchise for 
Gator Ade in southern Arizona. 

I must say that the thought of going to 
a shooting school greeted me with no little 
trepidation. What if I couldn 't hack it? 
What if l could not hit anything? Those 
guys are going to know me, I've got to be 
able to shoot! All these ideas went 
through my mind. As it turned out , 
Robby put everyone at ease, I made new 
friends, and we all learned a lot and had a 
great time in spite of spending three days 
outside under that Arizona sun. 

I was the first to arrive at the shooting 
range and found Rob Leatham already 
setting things up for the day. The first con­
tact with Rob was positive and he seemed 
to be a genuine nice guy and one who 
would be really interested in his students. 
The class would be small , myself plus 
three other students which would allow 
plenty of individual attention. Uh-Oh , 
that means everyone will see everything I 
do wrong! There go those thoughts again. 

It was a great comfort to find that the 
office building at the range was air-condi­
tioned and well stocked with cold drinks. 
This was going to be a long three days and 
a few comforts would help. Rob knew 
much more about the dangers of the Ari­
zona sun than the rest of us and saw to it 
that we took frequent breaks during the 
day. ' 'Go get a drink" became as impor­
tant as ' 'Stand By" and ·'U nload .' ' 

The men that I was to spend the next 
three days with arrived shortly and intro­
ductions were made all around . The other 
participants would be from three of the 
four corners on the Lower 48. From Flor­
ida came Eddie Ramirez, shooting a .38 
Super built up by Otto Matyska of St. 
Louis , and carried in Ernie Hill Leather. 
Eddie has been actively involved in action 
shooting for four years and Rob judged 
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Class sizes are limited to six students 
(below) for maximum individual 
attention from Rob Leatham. Rob 
critiques each shooter's target (right) 
and provides personalized instruction 
for each student's skill level. 

that he was right at the verge of breaking 
into the select group of top shooters. 

California contributed Bob Jones, who 
had been a shooter many years ago , then 
got into motorcycles , and now was back 
into shooting via the action route for the 
past year and a half. Bob's choice was a 
Springfield Armory lOmm built up by 
J.M . Custom Guns and carried in a Safari­
land rig . His original choice had been a 
.38 Super but had trouble making the 
major power factor (bullet weight x 
velocity = 175,000) with it. 

Tom Naes from Washington has also 
been involved in action shooting for one 

and a half years and used a custom .45 
Detonics carried in a Safariland rig . Tom 
had a lot of trouble finding the range site , 
but after three days had no trouble what­
soever finding the center of the target. 

Instructor Rob Leatham carried a 
Springfield Armory .38 Super customized 
by Bill Wilson in an Ernie Hill rig and one 
of my first questions was: " Why not a 
.45?" He gave me four reasons: magazine 
capacity, less torque, less muzzle flip, and 
less recoil all aid in getting repeat shots on 
target much quicker. 

Rounding out the group was yours truly 
with a custom Wilson .45 and I used both 
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an Ernie Hill rig and a Safariland rig dur­
ing the course. So the total equipment 
tally for the group turned out to be two 
.45 's, two .38 Super's, one lOmm , three 
Ernie Hill rigs , and three Safariland rigs. 
All handguns were equipped with com­
pensators. 

Being a great shooter does not neces­
sarily make one a competent teacher ; big 
league athletes rarely make successful 
managers or coaches. I need not have 
been concerned about Rob's ability as a 
teacher. He blended two essential ingre­
dients that are necessary for a teacher to 
assure the best results-putting the stu­
dent at ease combined with the proper 
level of concern. The first without the sec­
ond will not work. Students need to feel 
comfortable about what they are doing 
but also need to be accountable. 

During the next three days I found that 
Rob believed in the individual approach , 
and even though each of the participants 
fired 1200 rounds , each target of each 
shooter was examined and discussed indi­
vidually. We learned. 

It was a surprise to me , though it should 
not have been , to find that the basic tech­
niques of action shooting are exactly the 
same as for all other types of handgun 
shooting, namely, trigger control , sight 

Author Taffin (right} gets a few 
pointers from Rob during target 
scoring. The class shoots on both steel 
and paper (above} to learn different 
techniques that have made Rob the 
winningest IPSC shooter in history. 

alignment, and holding the gun as steady 
as possible. Add to this speed. Over and 
over, Rob stressed the same theme : . 
"Where were the sights when the gun 
went off?" And we were also taught to 
concentrate on seeing where the front 
sight was after the gun went off-how did 
it recoil? 

It is obvious that an action shooter can 
not be as precise about sights as a bullseye 
shooter. The trick is to combine speed 
with relatively precise alignment. Fast re­
quires total concentration , and the tend­
ency for beginners is not to shoot too slow, 
but too fast. Watch those sights. 

Rob used the same simple three-step 
outline that every successful teacher, no 
matter what the discipline, uses. For each 
shooting drill, first , he told us what we 
were to do, often using a chalk-talk. Then 
he showed us with a live demonstration 
what we were going to do and, finally, he 
let us do it as he monitored each student. 
Then each target was critiqued individ­
ually. The results? Everybody learned and 
everybody showed significant improve­
ment. 

I went into the Leatham Shooting Insti­
tute as a genuine virgin. Sure I had shot 
.45 autos many times before , but I did not 
even put the holster on until I got t.o the 
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class. I made no attempt to try to learn 
how to draw on my own. As it turned out , 
I learned both a new shooting hold and a 
new draw . 

Rob teaches a hold that consists of the 
shooting hand riding high with the thumb 
resting on the safety even as the gun is 
fired. This caused my first problem. The 
grip safety was not depressed by my hand 
using the high grip and I had to aid the 
Wilson Accu-Comp "LE" .45 with a pen­
ny's worth of friction tape around the grip 
to depress the safety. It will be necessary 
for me to have the grip safety perma­
nently pinned. I really had to concentrate 
on keeping my thumb high on the safety 
or I found it riding down too low. 

The left hand comes up , cups the right 
hand and the left thumb rides along the 
frame in front of the slide release. When I 
did it right , the shots were centered on the 
target, when I did it wrong they went left 
of center. The holes in the paper gave im­
mediate feedback. 

Not trying to practice drawing turned 
out to be one of my better decisions. Had 
I practiced, it would have been wrong. I 
started in Fast Draw back in 1958 using a 
pair of .45 Colt Single Actions. I've car­
ried handguns for years in fairly high rid­
ing holsters and I've always used the 
scoop method. The hand goes for the gun 
in a circular fashion, rides up the holster, 
and "scoops" the gun from the leather. 

For action shooting, Rob teaches a di­
rect approach. Since the gun is riding high 
and the hands are held above the shoul­
ders at the start, the hand moves directly 
to the gun and comes on the grip from the 
top. I have to fight a lot of negative trans­
fer from 30 years of gun handling at this 
point. 

We also learned to draw with the hands 
starting below the waist and again the 
method is the same, go right to the grip of 
the gun itself. Concentrate . Don't scoop. 
Get there quick. Do away with wasted 
motion. 

As mentioned , we spent three days and 
expended 1200 rounds of ammunition and 
consumed mountainous amounts of 
Pepsi , Coke and GatorAde. How do you 
shoot up 1200 rounds? What is the pro­
gram? Here then is the outline of our 
three day program: 

DAY 1-AM: All shooting was done 
starting with the gun in hand , held below 
the waist, with the proper grip already es­
tablished, targets at seven yards. The 
practice consisted of bringing the gun up 
for one shot only. Critique the target. 
Again . Again. Again .. . Followed by 
two shot groups. Critique. Again. Again . 
Again . .. Six shot groups. Critique. 
Again. Again. Again . .. 

I found that I lost valuable time by 
trying to shoot very tight groups and con­
centrating on putting all the shots in the 
same hole. Negative transfer from other 
shooting disciplines. 

DAY 1-PM: Now it was time to start 
from the leather. Go directly to gun grip. 
Thumb rides on safety. Pop the gun out of 
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the holster. Draw. Lock. Fire. The same 
sequence was followed as in the morning, 
the only difference being from the leather. 

DAY 2-AM: Now we are getting seri­
ous , the targets are at 25 yards . From the 
leather, starting with hands-down posi­
tion, one shot , two shots, six shots. Each 
time the target is critiqued. " Excellent ," 
"Phenomenal," " I didn't know gunwriters 
could shoot ," "What in the world do you 
call that?" Do it again. Again. Again ... 

DAY 2-PM: Targets are moved up to 
seven yards . Two targets for each shooter. 
One shot , release the magazine , retrieve 
a new magazine from the pouch , reload , 
take second target. Again. Again . Again 
. . . Then the same sequence using two 
shots, then six shots. Do it again. Again. 
Again . . . Shoot slow. Move quick. 

DAY 3-AM: Targets are set at 50 yards . 
Start from leather. Draw. Go into a prone 
position . Fire two shots. Again. Again. 
Again ... The elbow starts to burn from 
hitting the ground. Now repeat the same 
sequence with six shots . Again . Again. 
Again . .. 

Targets stay at 50 yards. Standing . 
Same sequence as above . Watch the 
sights. Shoot slow. Move quick . Draw is 
separate from the shooting. Again. 
Again. Again . .. 

Targets set at 25 yards. Standing. Six 
shots. Draw and Shoot. 
Again . Again. Again .. . 

DAY 3-PM: Targets set at 10 yards. 
Strong hand, weak hand . Draw. Fire two 
shots . Switch gun to weak hand . Fire two 
more shots . Again. Again . Again ... 
Draw, fire six shots , release magazine. 
Retrieve new magazine from pouch . Re­
load. Switch to weak hand. Fire six more 
shots . Again . Again. Again .. . 

Multiple targets. Draw and fire two 
shots on each of three targets. Again. 
Again. Again . . . 

El Presidente. Start facing away from 
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targets . Rotate 180 degrees . Fire two 
shots on each of three targets. Reload. 
Put two more shots on each target. Again . 
Again . Again . . . 

Congratulations! You have successfully 
completed the Competition Handgun 
Shooting Course at the Leatham Shooting 
Institute. It is 112°. GatorAde time! 

We all learned a number of things along 
the way, tips that will help us in action 
shooting. And some of them are not re­
corded as they are strictly Rob 's and I do 
not want to give away his whole course. 
Action shooting is a circular pattern , ac­
cording to Rob Leatham. Practice yields 
skill which gives confidence which leads 
to competence which makes it fun, which 
implants a desire to improve , which takes 
us right back to practice and the cycle 
starts all over again . 

In addition to the above schedule, we 
did manage to spend some time relaxing, 
recuperating in the cool of the range of-

Young and old, fast and slow, 
experienced and beginner all learn 
from the hands-on teaching. It's 
unique in the shooting sports that 
you·· yes, you-· can take 
personalized lessons from a world 
champion. Can you imagine getting 
private tennis lessons from Boris 
Becker? 

fice. sharing loads and shooting ideas like 
any group of shooters that get together. In 
spite of the heat , it was a pleasant way to 
spend three days . in learning, shooting 
and fellowship with other shooters . Now 
if there was only some easy to pick up 48 
rounds of brass from the Arizona desert! 

The Leatham Shooting Institute offers 
three different skills courses. The three 
day Competition Handgun Course at 
$285; a two day General Skills Handgun 
Course at $210; and a two day Combat 
Shotgun Course at $210. In addition, ar­
rangements can be made for private in­
struction , and Rob will travel to a 
shooter's home range if there are enough 
interested shooters to participate. For a 
complete brochure. contact Rob Leatham 
at Leatham Shooting Institute , P.O. Box 
1291 , Mesa, AZ 85201. 

I have the equipment, I 
struction, I have the desire . 
See ya at the matches! 

have the in-., 
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AUTO VS. REVOLVER 
Continued ji·om page 33 

light pack on his back and my bullet pen­
etrated the pack and went plumb through 
the man. My driver and I loaded him on 
the hood of the jeep and trundled him 
back to the nearest aid station we could 
find. He wasn't dead but he was sorta 
hors de combat. 

(PS: I finally found that Merkel but 
not in that burg!) 

If this might sound like I favor the old 
.38 Special over the much newer .357 
Magnum, perish the thought. I 1 ike the 
.357 infinitely better and if given my 
druthers I ' ll take this fine caliber every 
time! 

First .44 Magnum Kill 
In 1956 I journeyed off to Vietnam as 

the chief instructor of firearms for the 
whole bloody South Vietnamese Army. I 
took with me- the country was at that 
time the best big game land in the world 
with the exception of darkest Africa­
some 16 shoot ing iron s and 2600 car­
tridges. 

Among th e firearms was the then ­
brand-new .44 S&W Magnum. Doug 
Wesson had presented me with thi s new 
caliber and hi s parting admonition was , 

"Kill me a 10-foot tiger, wilya." 
The .44 Magnum was brand new in 

those days and no one including this Old 
Indi an knew just what it would do. I 
killed some game with the S&W but cer­
tainl y no tigers. I shot five tigers during 
my 14-month sojourn but all with the 
rifle. Handguns are not for shooting big 
game, not even guns as big as the forty­
four. 

I did kill , however, probably the first 

th e chin. It literally lifted him off the 
ground and pitched him off the trail. A 
most hea rte nin g performance and one 
which pleased me immensely. 

His weapon was the old French Lebel 
Model 1886 8mm ca liber. I fetched it 
home as a sorta souvenir. 

The Colonel's Pet .45 
After these reams of praise for the 

cylinder gun it will be a somewhat shock-

For the past half-century I have never been 
without the old Colt Model 1911 .45 ACP and it 

remains my steadfast choice. 

man ever sh uffl ed off thi s mortal coil 
with the big pistol. This was a Viet Minh 
sn iper who shot at me and my jeep as I 
trundled up the main stem from Saigon to 
Dalat. He missed me and I abandoned the 
vehicle and stalked the little bastard in his 
own hidy-hole. 

l had the good luck to ambush him on 
a fa int trail traversing the mountain where 
he was bushed up awaiting my passing. I 
stepped out on this little Oriental at about 
eight feet and shot him in the throat with 
the big Doug Wesson gift. 

The fat 240 grai n slug knocking along 
at 1400 fps took thi s soldier just below 

ing disclosure to confess that these days I 
never st ick a nose outs ide my quarters , 
day or night, without a selfloading pistol 
in my pants. 

For the past half-century I have never 
been without the old Colt Model 1911 .45 
ACP and it remai ns my steadfast choice. I 
grant that the .45 Auto has been improved 
somewhat by the double action design, 
but in an analys is of any number of gun 
battles I ' ve been in I am forced to the 
conclusion that the Model 1911 in its 
original and s turd y form has always 
served me exceedingly well. I'll ....... 
just ride along with it thank you! ~ 

When It's Time For A Change . .. 
. . . THE S&A MAG-GUIDE 

U.S. Pat. # 4,570,370 
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- ONE PIECE MAGAZINE GUIDE AND 
MAINSPRING HOUSING 

- FITS COLT OR OTHER 1911-TYPE AUTOS 
- STAINLESS (17-4) OR BLUED (4140) 
-ARCHED OR FLAT 
- MFGD. TO FIT STD. MAGAZINE OPENING , 

MAY BE ENLARGED TO FIT ALREADY 
" FLARED" MAGAZINE OPENING 

- FITS RIGIDLY IN FRAME, WILL NOT SHIFT 
LIKE UNITS THAT MOUNT AROUND GRIP 
SCREW BUSHINGS 

- ADDS 1/4" TO GRIP LENGTH AND EXTRA 
WEIGHT HELPS REDUCE RECOIL 

- CHECKERED 20 LINES PER INCH 

OMFB - Officers Model Flat Blue 
OMFS - Officers Model Flat Stainless 
GMFB - Government Model Flat Blue 
GMAB - Government Model Arched Blue 
GMFS - Government Model Flat Stainless 
GMAS - Government Model Arched Stainless 

$ 6 9 9 5 POSTPAID. Cert ified Check, M.O. or U.P.S. COD 
(UPS $2.50 Handling & COD Chgs.) 

• Texas Res. add 8% Sales Tax ($5.60 ea.) 

IF UNAVAILABLE AT 
YOUR DEALER -

ORDER DIRECT FROM S&A 
" DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED" 

SMITH & ALEXANDER 
P.O. BOX 835790 
RICHARDSON, TX 75083 
214-231-6084 
214-343-7203 

99 



Complete\ Rig 
as 

Pictured ' · 

$89.95 

SEND ONE 
DOLLAR 

FOR 
BROCHURE I 

k 

.. Burr tJl1e<J "' 
/or 0.1'1'9• 

CO"C••-m 

T~ 1ie aowns 
co,,,. w itri ••en 
COl"!Dler9 " 9 ,,,.., v•• ,s 

""""'" 

THE LIFELINE® 

SHOULDER RIG 

A new addn1on has 
been ..:Med to our line 
of quality holsters. 
1Je51gned ong1nally fo r 
Sonny Crocken of the 
hrt series " M1am1 
Vice · ThlS ng 1s made 
tram top grain cow­
hide with metal hard­
ware. All holsters and 
pouches are hand 

molded tor a pertect ~~·••Ill fit . All connections 
swivel for a comfor -

SIDE VIEW table continuous 'M;!ar. SIDE VIEW 
Shoulder harness 1s completely ad1ustable. These holsters and ac­
cessones are uniquely deS1gned to provide maxrmum speed and com­
fort Thrs along with the quality of material and craftmansh1p 't(JU have 
come to expect from our compall)' has made us one of ttle fastest gro,v. 
1ng holSler companies m the United States We have received an aver­
whelm1ng response from pohce departments who are currently using 
this eQ u1pment. Ordering Instructions: Calif Residents ad 6'M:I sales tax 
All oraers must aoa JO~~ fo r sh1 ppmg and handling for complete rigs . Send 
cashiers check or money order, Masterca1d and Visa cards are accep!ed 
with card number and exp1rat1on date Phone orders are welcomed . No.'C.0 .0 

Ted BlocKer's Custom Holsters 
2121 Maple Privado · Ontario. CA 91761 

(714) 923-0092 

WHEN ONLY THE BEST 
WILL DO! 

RIG® PRODUCTS 
offers the 

Handgun Cleaning Kit 
RR8-2CK (R-358) 

• This combo cleaning kit is complete for 22-45 
caliber handguns_ It contains a Delrin* handle 
and bore guide with a two--piece stainless steel 
rod. Also included are 22-45 caliber bronze 
brushes; 22-45 caliber brass jags; 22-45 ca liber 
cotton swabs; cotton patches for 22-45 caliber; 
a bottle of RIG #44 bore cleaner and a fire pin 
shield_ Dimensions 1 v.'' x 3Yi'' x 7Yi' '- jacket 
pocket size! 

Available at your local gun or sporting goods 
store or: 

Send $2 for a catalog and a 1 oz. 
bottle of RIG #2 to: 

RIG® PRODUCTS DEPT. AH1 -90 
P.O. Box 1990 • Sparks, Nevada 89432-1990 
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THE MASTERS 
Continued.from page 65 

that pass for shooting positions would 
make you think that these guys are dou­
ble-jointed. There's the "dead frog" posi­
tion and all manner of variations of the 
Creedmore , plus roll-over prone and 
other styles of lying down to shoot. 

The idea, of course, is to simulate a 
sandbagged bench rest as closely as pos­
sible_ Thick elbow pads help cushion the 
arms. Padded gloves help to stabilize the 
grip. Skis and bananas assist in holding 
the gun flat on the ground without hold­
ing the gun flat on the ground. 

This rule about the gun not touching 
the ground is virtually impossible to 
enforce because the only way to see if the 
gun is resting on the ground is either by 
looking at the shooter from the front or 
the side. A range officer just can't see 
from behind. Well , an RO can't stand in 
front of the shooter. Bad for the health , 
don ' t you know. And he can ' t stand to 
the side because the firing line is com­
posed of a row of toilet stalls. Each com­
petitor is confined in a booth about the 
size of a public restroom 's toilet stall. 
The wall s are thick and filled with sand 
as a safety precaution in case of an AD 
sideways into the next stall. 

This is all fine and well for safety and 
for keeping the shooter free from distrac­
tions , but it makes it impossible to 
enforce the rule about the gun resting on 
the ground. 

Look at the Nyle Leatham's accompa­
nying photos: fudging the rule just a bit, 
wouldn't you say? 

And so it is that the 15 shots of the 
standing phase and the five shots at the 6" 
plates at 200 meters determine the scores 
in the Long Range Event. With bolt­
action handrifles fired from the next best 
thing to a bench rest, the top guns simply 
don't miss those other 25 targets in the 
freestyle position. 

Predictably, the scores of the leading 
shooters were all in the mid- to high-thir­
ties with Vance Schmid knocking over 40 
targets to win the Long Range Event. 

No one was out-and-out winning the 
match after the Long Range Event. One 
or two contenders managed to shoot 
themselves in the foot , like Rob Leatham 
missing nine of the 15 standing targets, 
but for the most part the field clustered 
together after the first day. 

The second day put the Gold Squad 
onto the dreaded concrete firing line of 
the Precision Event. The half-dozen or so 
contenders were all essentially tied com­
ing into this stage. They wouldn't be for 
long. 

The Masters is the Precision Event. 
As we ' ve seen, the Long Range Event is 
basically a non-match because everyone 
shoots about the same score and what lit-

··································~···· 

COMPETITION 
SHOTGUNS 

& 
RIFLES 

Building the ultimate 
in accuracy 
and reliability. 

Tank's Rifle Shop 
offers the best in 
competition proven 
conversions of: 

• REMINGTON 11·87 
• REMINGTON 1100 • 
• REMINGTON 870 
• H & K BENELL/ 
• M14/M1A RIFLE 
• AR-15 

·For more information , 
send $3 (refundable) 
for our illustrated catalog. 

d~ 
RIFLE SHOP 

! Jon Tank, Owner 

I P.O. Box 474 

. . 
Fremont, NE 68025 
Ph: (402) 727-1317 

'-'HAra M-F 9:30 AM - 4:00 PM CST 
••••..........•............••••.•...... 

DUNK-KIT 
THE FAST, EASY WAY TO 

CLEAN YOUR GUN!! 

Dunk-Kit cleans out malfunction causing c iud 
and fouling. 

Dunk-Kit cleans, lubricates and displaces 
moisture all in one easy operation. 
Dunk-Kit is reusable and should last for 
years. 

Dunk-Kit loosens light leoding ollowing it to 
be brushed out of bores. 
Dunk-Kit is also ideal for cleaning and 
protecting small parts, reels, cycle chains 
or almost anything. 

Dunk-Kit is available in % gal., 1% gal. and 
large 4 gal. sizes. 
Ounce for ounce, Dunk-Kit is the least 
expensive cleaner on the market. 

l<li.liiJ I VISA I ONLY $ 35 95 
ppd_ lo lhe oool USA 

~ - 1% gal. size ~~~0u~ =v;~~C:t~ 
Send $3 ($6 ou!side U.SA) lor more Information on 01.mk·Kil and a 
complete catalog ol custom handgun modil ieotions and ports 

CYLINDER & SLIDE SHOP, INC. 
P 0. Box 937 
Fremont, NE 68025 
Ph_: 1-(800) 448-1713 
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Wyoming 
Combination 
HolsterTM 

' -All-day comfort 
-Easy change 

' -Easy on/off 
-Extra ammo 
pocket 
-Worn over 

__ __.jacket or shirt 
Available only from : 

1\J,ngfe~r-c-u-st_o_m_Le_a_t-he_r_C_o_.--1 

Box 206 • Cody, WY 82414 
Phone 307-645-3255 or 307-587-6093 

Send for our free brochure 1 

OEHLER 
CHRONOGRAPHS 

The best advertising is a satisfied cus­
tomer, and the best salesmen for 
Oehler chronographs are the users . 
The pros using Oehler expect 99.9% 
accuracy and 100% reliability. They get 
it! Oehler 's exclusive Proof Channel 
proves accuracy on each shot, and the 
Model 35P automatically prints each 
velocity. Oehler's Skyscreen Ill shoot­
ing window is as large as this whole 
page; competitor 's are smaller than 
this ad . 
You can't find the best load without 
knowing velocities. A lesser chro­
nograph or shooting buddy can give a 
velocity guess, but with an Oehler you 
are sure. Your reloading deserves 
more than a guess. Oehler systems 
start at $155. 
Extend your velocity data downrange 
with Oehler 's Ballistic Explorer 
computer program. It quickly plots your 
trajectories on screen for vivid com­
parisons. 

Please write or call for free information. 
800-531-5125 or 512-327-6900 

OEHLER RESEARCH, INC. 
P.O. Box 9135 

Austin, TX 78766 

tie difference there is amounts to nothing 
more than a few percentage points. Ditto 
the Action Event: one guy might shoot it 
in 25 seconds and another in 26. All the 
top guns shoot roughl y the same score in 
the Action Event with very little room to 
either gain or lose. 

Not so the Prec ision Event. A good 
showing here would be hitting half of the 
45 targets. A score of 22 or 23 is out­
standing in this event, but it's very easy 
to shoot a 10 or an 11 as we! I. Here you 
can easily blow yourself right out of con­
tention even if you shoot very well on the 
other two events. 

Take Brian Enos for example. Last 
year Brian won the Long Range Event 
and won the Action Event, but he did not 
wi n The Masters because he shot poorly 
on the Prec ision , only 16 out of 45 tar­
gets. 

Or take Allen Fulford fo r exampl e . 
When he won in 1987 he did very badl y 
on the Action Event and only so-so on the 
Long Range, but he positively kicked butt 
o n the Precis ion Event, and wo n the 
match. The Precision Event isn ' t just one 
of three stages of The Masters, it is The 
Masters. 

True to form , the Precision Event sep­
a rated th e me n from the boys. After 
today yo u mi ght was well awa rd the 
$20,000 winner's check and pass out the 
trophies. Brian Enos shot a staggering 24 
plates, an astonishingly good score that 
sea led hi s Masters champi onship. John 
Pride, who ended up taking Top Cop hon­
o rs, looked 1 ike he could have pushed 
Bri a n , but h e only hit 22 pl ates a nd 
already had a sli ght deficit in the Long 
Range Event. Ken Tapp, the 1987 Mas­
ters , fell victim to the Precision Event and 
even three-time national bull seye champi­
on Allen Fulford managed only 23 tar­
gets. Everyone else was below the magic 
mark of 20 plates. 

The Prec is ion Event went to Capt. 
John McNall y of the Army Mark sman­
ship Unit with 27 plates . Capt. McNally 
competed on two Ol ympic teams for the 
United States and has represented hi s 
country many times in other international 
competition . 

Yet he missed quite a few plates- 27 
hits, 18 misses. An Olympic shooter, 
arguabl y the best bull seye shooter in the 
country, can only hit 60% of the targets. 
If thi s was a test in grade school, the best 
student in the class would get a D. 

The re is some thing seri ously wrong 
when the best grade in the c lass is a D, 
actually a D- . A couple of guys get D 's, 
the vast majority of the class flunks. If 
th at h ap pe ne d in schoo l, th e teac he r 
wo uld say th a t th e tes t was too ha rd , 
especiall y when a National Merit Scholar 
only gets a D- . 

The Prec ision Event is a bad test. I 
watched one re lay of five shoote rs go 
through the 45 shot course without a sin­
g le hit. All five men missed every shot, 
225 shot s, 225 mi sses. Something is 
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Reliable, 
Affordable 
.380 Punch 
The Davis P-380 packs a full 
measure of .380 punch into a 
solid, reliable backup handgun 
thafs affordably priced. The safety 
of a solid steel breech block insert, 
steel barrel, and steel striker-type 
firing mechanism. The reliability of 
a blowback single-action. The secu­
rity of a perfectly placed safety lever 
at the top of the left grip panel, 
where it can be easily reached in a 
tough situation. The product of a 

company that's 100% 
American-owned and 

operated. See your 
handgun retailer 

today. 

. <2 
woo•wLEP~ 
in .32 Auto . 

The American Way 

DAVIS INDUSTRIES 
15150 Sierra Bonita Lane 
Chino. CA 91710 
(714) 597-4726 
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NEW CONCEPT! 
CONCEALED CARRY 

without a jacket! 

To draw, grasp the 
knife sheath and draw 
your entire holster. 
The Hidden Difference holster 
allows you to carry a small 
defensive handgun without the 
bother of a jacket or vest to hide 
your rig . 
• The Hidden Difference is 

Only the knife 
sheath shows. 

comfortable enough and ------­
conceals well enough that 
you can carry your gun all 
day, £Nery day if you wish 

• Models to fit most small 22, 
25, and some 380 automatics 
and small frame revolvers with 
2"barrel. Sheath fits4W'knife . 

• Specify right or left hand 
shooter, brown or black. 

• Safeguard you rself and your 
family. 

Call Now, Toll -Free: 1-800-227-6464, 24 hours. 
MC, Visa, or C.O.D., or send $44 to Leatherman Products, 
Teel Rd., Dept AH, Winchendon, MA 017 45. Dealer inquiries 
welcome. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Mon£¥ Back 

CALIFORNIA GRIP 
A BETTER MOUNT FOR BETTER SHOOTERS 

• CAL GRIPS FITS S&W MODEL 
52 AND 39 & 59 SERIES 

$75.00 

• ADJUSTABLE BBL 
WEIGHT (52 ONLY) 

$45.00 
NEW * 1 INCH RING TOP PLATE 
FOR AIM POINT 2000 & ARMSON OEG 
NO RINGS TO BUY $15 EXTRA. 

• CAL GRIP FITS 1911 COLT 45 
AUTO FRAMES 
HIGH OR LOW MOUNT 

$75.00 

• S&W MODEL 41 
TOP RAIL MOUNT 
LON G OR SHORT BBL 

$45.00 
RAIL COVE RS FRONT 
AND REAR SIGHTS 

• HIGH STANDARD VICTOR 
TOP RAIL MOUNT 

$45.00 

NEW * CAL GRIP FITS 
RUGER MK I & ti 
FITS NEWER SLIDE 
REL EASE MODELS 

$75.00 
NEW* BROWNING HI POWER' ): 
NEW*S&W645 
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wrong here. 
The Long Range Event was won with 

88 % of a perfec t score. The Action 
Event was won with roughl y 87% of a 
perfec t score (based on veteran shooter 
Tom Campbell 's estimation of how fast 
the event could conceivably be shot). 
And the Precision Event was won with 
60% of a perfect score. 

Because of its unfair difficulty, the 
Precis ion Event is The Masters. Brian 
Enos won the match on the second of 
three days, which makes it anti-climatic 
when the Action Event rolls around. 

Sure enough, the third day saw Brian 
Enos surprise absolutely no one and win 
the match. People had been congratulat­
ing him for a day now, so it wasn't too 
much of a celebration. 

While clinch ing The Masters was 
uneventful after the Precision Event, the 
Action Event did provide one dazzling 
highlight. For the first time in open com­
petition, a revolver shooter won a speed 
event! 

Wh-what, a wheelgunner beating the 
likes of lightening-fast Rob Leatham and 
his .38 Super Wilson Accu-Comp? Or a 
Jerry Barnhart, the ace speedster with his 
.38 Super tricked-out comp gun? Surely 
not! 

Yes, it 's shades of Ed McGivern . A 
phenomenally skilled revolver-man by 
the name of Jerry Mikulek fired an out­
of-the-box S&W Model 27, 8 '/s" barrel , 
fa ster than any of the renowned hose 
masters of the compensated automatic. 

Jerry won the Action Event and its 
$4,500 first place prize in a show of 
speed shooting that drew the largest sin­
gle crowd of any event during the three 
days of The Masters. People will be talk­
ing about Jerry Mikulek 's performance 
with hi s Model 27 for years to come. 

Brian Enos finished in his us ual 
bridesmaid's spot, second, on the Action 
Event but he had already clinched the 
title of the Master on the previous day 's 
Precision Event. 

Money, Money, Money 
This was the fourth annual Masters 

International and in four short years the 
tournament has quickly become the pre­
miere event on the pro circuit of hand­
gunning competition. The total prize 
purse in the 1989 match topped a stagger­
ing $200,000 in cash. 

The Masters is unique in its rich cash 
purse. The other matches on the pro cir­
cuit offer generous prizes, but the rewards 
are largely comprised of merchandise 
donated by the sponsors. There is some 
cash involved, certainl y, in these other 
matches but nothing like The Masters. 

The Master himself, the "greatest all­
around hand gunner," receives a cool 
$20,000 cash and a Rolex watch . Con­
trast that with the Steel Cha ll e nge's 
$5,000 cash for first place. The Bianchi 
Cup pays $I 0,000 to the NRA National 
Action Shooting champion. 

DRAKE'S 
Steel Reactive Targets 

VERTICAL SPLIT POPPER - $165.00 

~~~~~-:~t~~h~s~:~t~!~g:~%:!~ ::~:~=~JV 
each side independently or deal with a "shoot/no ( 
shoot" situation. Used by law enforcement 
training programs nationwide. Compact channel 
steel base. easily portable, angle adjustment. 42 / 
in. high. 55 lbs. ships UPS. 

DRAKE'S SWINGER - $179.00 

Side-to-Side t il t ing double-target frame . 
Activated by pulling out included prop from firing 
line. by a door or a falling "Pepper Popper-. 
Counterweighted and mounted on two enclosed 
ball bearings for long swing time. Base 
removable without tools . Pockets mount your 
wood furring strips and two standard IPSC 
targets. 3 fl . high (bOttom of target), 51 lbs., 
ships UPS. 

"PEPPER POPPER" - $99.00 

Classic target shape falls when hit. Compact 
base for portability, fits in car trunk . Our own 
massive lull-width hinge, easy angle adjustment 
at base, mild steel target. Comes in two sizes, 
ships UPS. Standard 42 in. high, 55 lbs, 
Mini Popper(Halfsize 21in. high, 181bs.)S51.00 

Popper made ot harder T -1 steel for extended 
lite. S1H.DO 

3-WAY FLOPPER-$85.00 

Targets are designed for use with alt lead pistol bullets only. 
Custom plate prices upon request. Send $2 for full -color bf'oc:hure. 
For inquiries call us at (203)535-3915. All shipping charges collect. 
CT residents add 7Yz% sales tax . To order call us at 
1-800-HIT-TAAGET or send name & tun shipping address with 
check or money order to: 

DRAKE'S WELDINO SERVICE, INC. 
P.O. BOX I , Stonington, CT 08371 

INTERNATIONAL SHOOTISTS INC. 

"LIFE WITHOUT FEAR" .. 

. I . • G 
.. S Lt UtttN~t 

Iii.• 
~_, ., ~ 

·r "../ 
"LIFE WITHOUT FEAR" 

.. 
Mlkl DAlTO N J ~d MICKH f0 WUll 

$10.95 
Soft Cover 

$16.95 
Hard Cover 

$24.95Hard. 
Autographed 
and Numbered 

World champion handgun shooters Mickey 
Fowler and Mike DaHon teach you how and 

when to shoot. Enhance your ability to 
survive. Areas covered: safety • marksmanship 

tactics • legal • women • technique • crime 
guns and equipment. ammunition .1 so photos. 

11ii•' DRY-FIRE KITS ti•' 
PRACTICE AT HOME 

IMPROVE YOUR SKILLS-$3.95 
Add $2.00 per book or $1 .00 per kit. Money order, 

Visa and MasterCard shipped immediately. 
Persona l checks allow 3 weeks for delivery. 

CA residents add 6 '/,% sales tax. 

CLASSES FORMING 
Courses in both self-defense or competition are 

avai lable. These international experts and Combat 
Masters wil l teach you to fire fast control led shots, 

with the mental condition ing to obtain pin-point 
accuracy, and fulfi ll your personal goalsl 

Send $2.00 for complete 12 page 
Brochure and Information Packet to: 

""'"""" .. '"'""" .,. 
DEPARTMENT A.H. 

P.O. BOX 5254 MISSION HILLS, CA 91345 
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CASPIAN ARMS LTD. 
1911-A1 COMPONENTS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

FREE BROCHURE 
14 N. MAIN ST. HARDWICK VT. 05843 

(802)472-6454 FAX (802)472-6709 

CHOOSE A WINNER 
Over 250, 000 
Gunbelt Rigs 
So/di 

size, gun 
make, bbl. 
length & caliber. 
Texas residents 
add Sales Tax. 

AMERICAN SALES & MFG. 
BOX 677 HG LAREDO, TX 78042 

DIV. OF J. K. MFG., INC. 

v.Tc Hi·GRiF?. 
8EAVERTAIL 

Fits ALL Clark & Wilson 
Cut Frames 

•Features HIGHEST GRIP POSSIBLE 

•S.S.orBlue $2495 
• Replace your 

present Clar!\ or 
. . Wilson beavertail Free Shiff,ing ,t" w (21~~-~323 
I/~ l'-V INTERNATIONAL a;;:- IZJ 

18056 Led e ·n1 Pl.· Str svile OH 44136 _, ,. 

JIM HOAG 
CUSTOM PISTOLSMITH 
8523 CANOGA AVE. UNIT C 

CANOGA PARK, CA 91304 
(818) 998-1510 

Additionally, The Masters offers sub­
stantial prize money for placing in the 
three events of the match. Winning the 
Action Event alone enriched Jerry 
Mikulek to the tune of $4,500, almost 
what he would earn for winning the entire 
Steel Challenge! 

But more important that the actual 
dollars involved is the manner in which 
The Masters parcels out the loot. There 
are two divisions of competitors, "Profes­
sional" and "Sportsman." Only the Sec­
ond Chance bowling pin match has a sim­
ilar division of pro and amateur shooters 
with their OSS (Ordinary Standard 
Shooter) and Master Blaster divisions. 

At The Masters, Professionals pay 
exactly twice the entry fee of Sportsman 
and stand to win precisely twice the prize 
money. Of course the overall winner, 
The Master, can be either a Sportsman or 
a Professional and win the same $20,000 
cash. 

Here's how prize purse breaks down 
for each event: 

Event Cash Prizes 
Professional Sportsman 

I. $4,500 $2,250 
2. $2,700 $1,350 
3. $1,800 $900 
4. $900 $450 
5. $450 $225 
6. $360 $180 
7. $270 $135 
8. $270 $135 
9. $270 $135 
IO. $270 $135 

And then in the aggregate of the three 
events , the shooter's final placing in the 
match , there is another round of cash 
awards: 

Overall Cash Prizes 
THE MASTER: $20,000 

I. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
IO. 

Professional 
$8,000 
$5,000 
$3,200 
$2,500 
$1,500 
$1,200 
$1,000 

$800 
$600 
$500 

Sportsman 
$4,000 
$2,500 
$1,600 
$1,250 

$750 
$600 
$500 
$400 
$300 
$250 

So where do al 1 these green backs 
come from ? The vast majority of the 
money comes from the support of the 
match sponsors, and some comes from 
the entry fees. (Actually, the entry fees 
are earmarked for match administration 
fees such as target construction, range 
maintenance, personnel, etc. while the 
sponsor money must be used exclusively 
for cash prizes .) 

There are three primary categories of 
sponsorship and several levels of what I 
guess you would have to call "junior 
sponsorship." Maybe we could call them 
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THE HEINIE! 

RICHARD HEINIE PISTOLSMITH 
821 E. Adams, Havana, IL 62644 
Member American Plstolsmlths Guild 

BENElll M1 S-90 
MAGNUM RECOIL REDUCTION SYSTEM 

Also Available, Beretta 1200 
Installs in 
minutes . 

Reduces felt 
recoil of 
shoulder 
pounding 

S-90 by 50%. 
Satisfaction 
guaranteed. 

Benelll M1 S-90 ... $34.99 
Baratta 1200 ...... .. .... $25.00 

+ $2.50 shipping 

U3G COMPANY 
~'!)[£] 
P.O. Box 6314 • Santa Maria. CA 93456 

(805) 922-9980(C 0 D Accepted) 

Full Moon clip~ $3.90 for 8 ppd., in 45 & 9mm. Also 'h moon clip, 
FREI sample with SASE. Scope mis. lor IH Min~ 14, Mini·30, & .22's. 

NEW Full Moon Brass Extractor NEW 
Buy direct from the manufacturer. 

RANCH PRODUCTS 
P.O. BOX 145, MALINTA, OH 43535 
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•
Patented Do Not Accept Substitutes I 
Rib & Sights for the competitive shooter. The 1984 & 1987 

ICAMP PERRY NATIONAL PISTOL CHAMPIONSHIPS 1st & 2nd I 
l pface won using 80-MAR's. Also '82, '83, '84 & '86 PPc .1 National Championships won with BO-MAR Sights. 

I BO-MAR \1.-Jl I 
I World 's Fines! Handgun Sights L____j I 

I Sight a~::~~:i~!~ 1~~:: S&W 545 Serrated blade ® I 
I Route 12, Box 405 Longview, TX 75605 214-759-4784 I 
• 

Send Starrped Seff- addre55ed envelope for catalog 

••••••••••••••• 

PAGER HOLSTER 

PRESS BUTTON , CASE FLIPS OPEN. 
FITS: DAVIS DERRINGERS 

BAUER . BROWNING .25 Aums 
FREEDOM ARMS 22LR. 1" BARREL 
N. AMERICAN ARMS .22LR. 11/8 

$19.95 plus $1.50 S&H, or two for $34.95 
The purcha ser is respons ible for complying with all 

app licable loca l, state. and federal laws. 

SPLIT SECOND SECURITY, INC. 
P.O. BOX 16142- H. HOUSTON, TX. 77222 

P.O.'Box 627 . Dept . 0 · Norcross. Ga. 30091 
(404) 446-2429 

SECURITY PRODUCTS 
LARGEST SELECTION! BEST PRICE! 

SECURITY 
PROC>t.JCTS 

And other 
Leading 
Brands : 

Call us before 
you buy' 

1-000-222-7233 
A. G. ENGLISH SALES CO. 

708 S. 12th St./Broken Arrow, OK 74012/(918) 251-3399 

357/44 B & D 
CONVERSIONS 

S&W 27·28-Ruger 357-9mm 
TC Contender-Ruger Red Hawk 

BAIN & DAVIS 
307 E. Valley Blvd. San Gabriel, CA 91776 

818·573·4241or213-283-7449_(closed Sun. & M'on.) 
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Professional Sponsors and Sportsman 
Sponsors, like the shooters. 

The highest level of sponsorship costs 
$25,000 cash and the firm donating the 
money is called a Co-Sponsor. There 
were only two Co-Sponsors: 
Remington Arms Company Co-Sponsor 
Smith & Wesson Co-Sponsor 

The next level of sponsorship costs 
$15,000 cash and is called a Class Spon­
sor. There was only one, a firm that 
sponsored the Sportsman Class: 
Taurus International Sportsman Class 

There two Event Sponsors for each of 
the three events. Each Event Sponsor 
donates$ I 0,000 cash: 
American Handgunner Action Event 
Winchester Action Event 
Tasco Precision Event 
Rolex/Dame-Hurdle Jewelers 

Simmons 
Guns & Ammo 

Precision Event 
Long Range Event 
Long Range Event 

It 's interesting to note that several of 
the sponsors are business competitors, yet 
they set aside their rivalry in commerce 
to stand together and support the shooting 
sports. Tasco and Simmons are rivals in 
the scope market but they put aside their 
corporate differences at The Masters. 
American Handgu.nne r and Guns & 
Ammo fight it out on the newsstand, but 
we join our foe in friendship at The Mas­
ters. 

Most surprising of all is that arch-ene­
mies Taurus and Smith & Wesson can put 
aside their deep rooted rivalry and join 
forces for The Masters. It was only a few 
months before The Masters that S&W 
was testifying before a Congressional 
committee that import tariffs should be 
assessed against Taurus for "unfair trade 
practices ," but only a little while later the 
president of Taurus and the president of 
S&W are having a friendly chat at The 
Masters. 

Remington and Winchester had no 
trouble getting along with each other, nor 
did Accurate Arms and the Scott Powder 
Company. This spirit of camaraderie and 
cooperation is to be admired- and 
appreciated. 

The next time you go to your favorite 
gun shop to buy something, remember 
these sponsors who generously donate 
back to the shooting sports. There are 
some companies out there that don't give 
a hoot about you, the shooting sports or 
the Second Amendment- all they care 
about is the bottom line profit, and they 'd 
be just as happy making cement blocks as 
guns. Don ' t do business with em! If 
you're going to buy something anyway, 
you might as well give your business to 
those companies that genuinely care 
about handguns and the ~ 
handgunning sports. ~ 

Federal Ordnance Inc. 
I ,--<=c.-~~ ~-" --:-:-~--:s..._~,o 
~-~., ~<:>'. From one of 

1
1 

'ft\;~~~ i America's oldest 
\ ~6 ~ surplus houses­

!, 0\)~\'2-~'if t\ _. _· FedOrd's 

~ 
\\ ~ ..;..- --:-- 32 page 
~ _ __,_ Gazette 

,OOO's OF SURPLUS WEAPONS, ACCESSORIES 
AMMO, EDGED WEAPONS, ETC. 

Send $100 (c urrencv or check) refunded 
aqainst first order to 

FEDERAL ORDNANCE, INC. 
1443 Potrero Ave., DEPT. H 190 

So.~~onte, CA 917~~--

$12.95 + $3.00 postage & handling 
Mich. residents + 4% sales tax 

BOB KRIEGER, INC. 
Master Gunsmith 

2271 Star Court, Rochester Hills. Ml 48309 
313 853-6171 
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WHAl''S NEW THE LATEST PRODUCTS FOR THE SERIOUS HANDGUNNER 

BEnER ACCURACY TECHNOLOGIES 

BAT offers four new products 
designed for the handgunner who 
demands superior performance. BAT 
Ultra-Magpads are manufactured to 
slip on Wilson/Rogers competition 
magazines and made of solid brass to 
increase magazine ejection speed and 
protect the mag on impact. The BAT 
Ultra-Match hammer is manufactured 
out of stainless steel to assure maxi­
m um performance, and sports a 
unique new apperance. 

AIMTECH SCOPES 
THE GLOCK 

The BAT Ultra-Comp I and Ultra­
Comp III compensator kits are 
machined from 4140 steel and avail­
able only in .45 ACP. Both Comp kits 
come complete with bushing, bushing 
wrench, locktite, and a stainless steel 
match barrel. The Ultra-Comp Ill kit 
includes a full length guide rod. 

BAT Products are distributed by 
Shooter 's Depot, P.O. Box 3238, Dept. 
AH , Hialeah, FL 33013-0238. 1-800-
553-0844. 

CASEY CLIFFORD 

MAGNUM RESEARCH/ 
BERNARDELLI 

There's a Bernardelli semi-auto­
matic target pistol for every shooter 
from beginner to expert. In .22 LR, 
shooters can chose from four models 
such as the model 69 pictured here. 
All Bernardelli pistols are manufac­
tured from forged high-quality steel 
and each one offers a different combi­
nation of features to satisfy all shoot­
er 's preferences. Magnum Research is 
proud to be the exclusive importers of 
world-renowned V. Bernardelli 
Firearms. 

For more information on 
Bemardelli Firearms, contact Magnum 
Research, P.O. Box 32221, Dept AH 
Minneapolis, MN 55432 or call 1-800-
722-6168. 

Aimtech Mount Systems has devel­
oped the first mount system for Glock 
Pistols. A highly functional and practi­
cal system for mounting scopes, elec­
tronic sights. laser and other optional 
sights, the mount attaches to the gun 
by a saddle design which drops over 
the top of the slide. Overall construc­
tion and design of this unique mount 
enhances durability and accuracy for 
the shooter while maintaining comfort 
of the hand. 

W. WALLER & SON. 

Designed specifically not to look 
like a gun case, W. Waller & Son 
introduces their Soft Safe line. These 
lockable guncases featur(;": a child 
resistant, il}tegral. keyed. safety lock. 
Designed with a double ply alu­
minized heat/fire protection shield, the 
Soft Safe meets federal requirements 
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for interstate transportation of 
firearms. 

Waller products are made in the 
USA and have an unconditional guar­
antee. For a complete catalog, send 
$2.00 to W. Waller & Son. Inc, 142 
New Canaan Ave., Dept. AH, Nor­
walk, CT. 1-800-874-BAGS. 
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r1sr REPORT 

By Mark Hipes 

S peer's division of CCI has recently in­
troduced two new loadings to their 

Blazer line of ammunition in caliber .45 
ACP. The bullets are patterned after the 
highly successful H&G #68 design and 
are of Speer's proprietary TMJ (Total 
Metal Jacket) construction . In this manu­
facturing process a swaged lead core has a 
jacket of copper alloy plated over its en­
tire surface. After the plating process, the 
bullet is struck in a die to give it final di­
mensioning. 

BLAZER 
lllAKJHIOUGH 

For those of us whose experience indi­
cates that projectile shape is more impor­
tant , in tradition~! handgun calibers, than 
problematical expansion characteristics, 
these two offerings are significant. The 
cartridge specifications are as follows: 

Bullet 185 gr. TMJ 200 gr. TMJ 
Cartridge OAL 1.250'' 1.250" 
Powder Bullseye Bullseye 
Primer Blazer Blazer 
Casing Aluminum Aluminum 
Velocity 800 fps 968 fps 

(5"bbl.) (5"bbl.) 

These loadings were tested in four pis­
tols for velocity and function . The pistols 
were unmodified , factory configuration 
pistols in excellent condition and con­
sisted of a lightweight Colt Officer's 
Model, a Colt Combat Commander, a 
Colt MK IV Series 70 Gov' t Model and a 
Smith & Wesson Model 645 . Average ve­
locity readings at 15 feet from the muzzle 
of the three Colt pistols were: 

18Sgr. TMJ 200gr. TMJ 
Colt Officer's 753 fps 911 fps 

Model 
Colt Combat 781 fps 949 fps 

Commander 
Colt MK IV 800fps 987 fps 

Gov't Model 

Approximately 40 rounds of each type 
of ammunition were fired through each 
pistol. No malfunction occurred with 
either type of ammunition in the Colt 
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Combat Commander , Colt Gov' t Model 
nor the S&W 645 . No malfunctions oc­
curred with the 185 gr. loading in the Colt 
Officer's Model. However, the 200 gr. 
loading resulted in nine stoppages in the 
Officer's Model. These stoppages were all 
related to recoil inertia class malfunc­
tions , wherein the cartridge assumes a 
nose down attitude in the magazine/feed 
ramp area. This is a result of excessive 
slide recoil force. 

Subsequent testing of the Officer ' s 
Model with a 24 lb. Wolff replacement 
recoil spring in place of the dual factory 
recoil spring eliminated this class of mal­
function. This class of malfunction has 
been common in four other lightweight 
Officer's Models with a variety of IPSC 
major power factor loads when utilizing 
the dual factory spring system . 

Accuracy testing was done in a match­
grade Government Model Colt. All accu­
racy testing was done at 50 yards with the 
pistol secured in a Ransom Rest . (Accu­
racy from a semi-automatic Browning­
type pistol is generally superior if hand 
held , assuming one can hold and sight the 
difference , as the slide to frame fit is criti­
cal in Ransom Rest testing .) Excellent 
performance was obtained with both 
types of ammunition. 

It was interesting to note that the accu­
racy from the more formidable 200 gr. 
loading was equal to the accuracy of the 
185 gr. loading. Test groups were fired in 
10 round series. 

The composite average of these 10 
round groups with the 200 gr. loading 
equated to 2%" vertical by 2'/z'' horizontal 
spread. For the 185 gr. loading the com­
posite average was 2%" vertical by 21/s'' 
horizontal dispersion . While I am willing 

to concede the possibility of some opera­
tor error in the use of the Ransom Rest , I 
do believe that the groups fired are rep­
resentative of what can be expected from 
a combat tuned pistol. 

Recoil of the 200 gr. loading is on a par 
with 230 gr. service ball ammunition. The 
185 gr. loading recoil was indistinguisha­
ble from other commercial mid-range 
loadings . Similarly, various commercial 
mid-range 185 gr. loadings performed 
with accuracy comparable to both of these 
Blazer loadings. 

The non-reloadable aluminum case 
Blazer ammunition has the advantage of 
lower cost for those who primarily shoot 
commercial ammunition. For those who 
shoot predominantly reloaded ammuni­
tion , the Blazer offerings provide high 
performance ammunition for those appli­
cations where recovery of spent casings is 
not feasible, such as hunting and matches 
where policing of brass is not allowed. 

I utilized the high velocity loadings on 
two recent hunts for feral hogs , Russian 
boars and javelina. Seven , one-shot kills 
were made at distances ranging from 15 
yards to 45 yards. This type of perfor­
mance is impressive in comparison with 
the performance of various centerfire ri­
fles also utilized during the harvest . These 
animals are physiologically very tough 
and displayed great tenacity. At ranges 
under 50 yards, the Blazer 200 gr. loading 
was comparable to the rifles performance 
at 200 to 500 yards. 

Overall performance , considering reli­
ability , accuracy , power and observed ef­
fect, the new semi-wadcutter TMJ Blazer 
.45 ACP products from Speer represent 
an excellent option ....... 
for .45 ACP devotees . " 
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HANDGUN 
MARKET 

(~JJ1\S S Il7IJ~ll 

COPY DEADLINES 

GUNS AMERCIAN 
MAGAZINE HANDGUNNER 

ISSUE DEADLINE ON SALE ISSUE 

JAN SEP 25 DEC l JAN/FEB 

FEB OCT25 JAN l 

MAR NOV25 FEB l MAR/APR 

APR DEC 25 MARJ 

MAY JAN 25 APR l MAY/JUN 

JUNE FEB 25 MAYl 

JULY MAR25 JUNE l JULY/AUG 

AUG APR25 JULY l 

SEPT MAY25 AUG l SEPT/OCT 

OCT JUNE 25 SEPT l 

NOV JULY25 OCTl NOV/DEC 
DEC AUG25 NOV l 

ACCESSORIES 

Concealed Weapon License Identification Badge. Finest qual­
ity, made to order with your license number. Catalog Free. 
Seven Seas, POB 3906, Dept. 45, Apollo Beach, FL 33570. Ph. 
813-645-2621. 

Revolving steel targets, freestanding, collapsible, Magnum 
Handguns, Non magnum Rifles, windproof paper target hold­
ers. Free Brochure. Engard Distributing Inc. , 1930 E. Indian 
School, Phoenix, Ariwna 85016 (605)264-3424. 

BOWLERS OLYMPIC GRIPS, Custom made anatomical 
grips in walnut, individually carved by experts to YOUR 
hand print. Not just small, medium or large. Exported to over 
30 countries. Give your shooting a chance - don't be held back 
by an ill-fitting grip. Send for enlarged model list to: BOW­
LERS OLYMPIC GRIPS, Dept. A.H., The Post Office, Little 
~;'.;t?~J Lincolnshire, N.G.33. 4.Q.J. England.'The best of 

ONCE-FIRED BRASS- pistol & rifle. New also. Licensed ex­
porter. Send SASE for price list. Cheyenne Brass, PO Box 
5254, Cheyenne, WY 82009 (307-634-8072). 

A.M.T .. 22 MAGNUM OWNERS. WE NOW HA VE A 
MAGAZINE LOADER FOR THIS AUTO. SEND $4.95 PLUS 
$.85(cent.s) S & H TO: CLIP-LOADER INC., 5906 S.E. 
LLOYD ST , MJLWAUKIE, OR97222. 

CLIP-LOADERS FOR .22 CAL RUGER MKl & 2, HlJNTS. 
MAN, WOODSMAN, CHALLENGER, HIGH STANDARD, 
BUCKMARK & LIGHTNING, ALSO A LOADER FOR S & 
W 41/422. SEND $3.50 PLUS $.85(cent.s) S & H TO: CLIP­
LOADER INC., 5906 S.E. LLOYD ST., MILWAUKIE, OR 
97222. 

"MUGGED?" Obtain concealed weapons in your state while 
you still can! Send SASE: Weapons, 8270 SW Sorrento, Beav­
erton, OR 97005. 

UNIQUE GUNS, KNIVES, AMMO, LOADS OF FREE OF­
FERS FAST, JUST $1 TO: R. CROWLEY 2640 N. CASTRO, 
TUCSON, AZ85705. 

ARMOR VAULT GUN VAULTS buy direct from mfg. call 
or write for free brochure 405-634-2841. 729 S.E. 29th , Okla. 
City, Okla. 73129. 

GUN OWNERS -Save$$$ by building your own custom gun 
cabinet. Complete Plans $5.95: D.J. AYERS, 179 Hoffman 
Avenue, Elmont, NY 11003. 

Custom gun plating, bluing, hard chrome nickel in various 
finishes. Call or write for prices. PJ's Plating, Rt. 4, Box 135-
B, Huntsville, AR 72740, 501-545-3485. 

CUSTOM PORTABLE RELOADING BENCH, RIFLE 
VISE OR SHOOTER'S TABLE. SIMPLE CONSTRUC­
TION. PLANS $6.95 EACH; 2 FOR $12.95; ALL 3 FOR 
$17.95. R.P. TUTTLE, 383 BOSTON POST RD., AMHERST, 
N.H.03031. 

Classified ads $.75 per word per insertion. ($.60 per word-per insertion for 3 or more) including 
name and address (20 word minimum). Minimum charge $15.00. Copy and rerun orders must 
be accompanied by PAYMENT IN ADVANCE. NO AGENCY DISCOUNTS. All ads must be re­
ceived with advance payment no later than the 25th of each month. EXAMPLE: Closing for May/ 
Jun 1990 issue (on sale Apr. 5) is JAN. 25th. Ads received after closing will appear in the follow­
ing issue. Please type or print clearly. Include name, address, post office, zip code, city and state 
as counted words. Abbreviations count as one word each. PLEASE NOTE*** NO PROOFS 
WILL BE FURNISHED. Mail to AMERICAN HANDGUNNER MAGAZINE, 591 Camino de la 
Reina.Suite 200, San Diego, California 92108. WATCH FOR OUR NEW RATE CARD. WE 
WILL ALSO BE PROVIDING DISPLAY CLASSIFIED ADS. 

OWN THE FINEST WOODEN GUN CASE! Custom made to 
your exact specifications. Send for free information or tell us 
what you need for special quotation. HUFA Crafts, Inc. , P.O. 
Box 597048H, Chicago, IL 60659-7048. 

Moving target systems. Reciprocating, horizontal, 15' travel. 
Sets - up anywhere in minutes. Free details, send stamped en­
velope to: Euco Welding, 1315 Middlebury St., Elkhart, IN 
46516. 

EXTERIOR BALLISTICS SOFIW ARE for IBM compati­
ble, computes bullet path, wind correction, and recoi l, built-in 
ballistic coefficient table. On 5-1/4" or 3-l}z'' diskettes. Send 
$59.95 + $4.50 S&H to: VIKING ENTERPRISES, DEPT. E, 
BOX 89221, SIOUX FALLS, SD 57107. VISA & MC phone 
(605)361·1613. 

Genuine Mother of Pearl handcrafted gun grips. 45 Auto-$90, 
colt 380 Govt-$70, Colt Mustang-$50.00, S& W JRB-$80, Colt 
SA-$99, etc. Exotic wood presentation grips in black ebony or 
mottled ebony with red, green & black colors in re£uiar grips 
or finger position for Colt 45 Auto, S&W 59, J,K,N , frames, 
blackhawk, Super blackhawk, Colt SA, etc. Blanks for Sisley 
and Casull 454. Also Available in black or white buffalo horn. 

=$if. ug~~~!2 ~~~~;'~'l)n~A~E~olE~~R: 
PRISES, 545 N. Hoover Ave. Suite 2, Los Angeles, CA 90004 
Ph (213)663-8200. 

AMMUNITION 

.38 SPECIAL RELOADED AMMUNmON· Remanufac­
tured using fully automated equipment. 158 gr. SWC 
$87.00M-148 gr. WC $85.00M. reloading since 1974. MPS Co. , 
1441 W. John St. , Matthews, NC 28105. (704)847-8793. 

ATIENTION SHOOTERS X-RING PRECISION CAST­
ING COMP ANY has extremely hard cast bullets in 9mm, 38/ 
357, .44 and .45; We a lso stock professionally remanufactured 
ammunition in 9mm, .38 special, .357 magnum, .44 magnum, 
.45 acp and .223 Remington with lead or jacketed bul lets. For 
more information call or write: P.O. Box 1357, Sedona, Ari­
wna 86336 (602)282-1499. 

TRACERS, reload your own (as described in the Dec. issue of 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE.) Military type, red , green, white or 
amber burning tracer, any caliber. Step by step instructions. 
Includes detailed drawings, bullet preparation, reloading in­
structions, $5.00: T. Tyler, Box 2700H, Dept. SOF, Hunting­
ton Beach, CA 92647. 

SPECIAL PURPOSE AMMO AND MUNITIONS. Reload 
your own: Tracers, A.P., H.E. ammo, 12 Ga. Flares, Thermitel 
Smoke Grenades and many others. SASE for Free list. T. Ty­
ler, Box 2700H, Dept SOF, Huntington Beach, CA 9264 7. 

MAGNUM PISTOL POWDER - Ideal for 357, 41, 44, 410, 
30 Carbine, prepaid first 48 states, 1 lb I $6.50, 4 lb I $24.00, 8 
lb $46.00, 16 lb I $88.00, 32 lb I $160.00. Glen's Components, 
Suite 265, 2899 East Big Beaver, Troy, Michigan 48084. 

FREE DISCOUNT AMMUNITION CATALOG. Save up 
t.o 50% on new, obsolete, military, rimfire, centerfire, 
shot.shell and accessories. Atlanta Discount Ammo, 
Dept. 0, Box 627, Norcross, GA 30091. (404)446-2429. 

STERLING SILVER JACKETED BULLETS! Reload 
these beauties or case them with your best presentation guns. 
SASE for information ... Creative Cartridge, Dept. HC, 56 Mor­
gan, Canton, CT 06019. 

Swaged lead bullets with Gas-Checks, for Autoloading Pistols 
& Revolvers. Reconditioned brass .38 Special nickel $4.00 for 
50 rounds. Write for information about lead bullets with gas­
Checks, plus pist.ol brass information. Mideastern Co. , Inc., 
486-14th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11215. 

SPECIAL PURPOSE AMMUNITION: BEEHIVE, MULTI­
PLEX, tracers, bird bombs. Send $1.00 for catalog to: HORI­
WNS UNLIMITED, 9208 Kingston Pike #195, Dept. AH, 
Knoxville, TN 37922. 

HARD CAST BULLETS. Prices INCLUDE SHIPPU'IG. 
Per 100: 38 158 SWC $5.75, 45 200 SWC $6.25, 9mm 126RN 
$5.00. Per500: 38158 SWC $18.75, 45 200SWC $21.25, 9mm 
125 RN $16.25. Clark's Quality Bullets, Inc., Dept. 33, PO Box 
436, Spring Mount, PA 19478. 

BOOKS 

OUT-OF-PRINT Books Found. Send Wants. LARGE CATA­
LOGUE $1.00; Booklook, 51AC Maple Ave. , Warwick, N.Y. 
10990. 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, latest pistol carrying, purchasing, 
etc., regulations for all states and FEDER.AL GUN LAWS. 
Both booklets $6.00. POLICE EQUIPMENT CATALOG 
$6.00. Schlesinger, Department E., P.O. Box 882, New York, 
NY 10150. 

SHOOT A HANDGUN reveals the expert's way to use your 
handguns safely, effectively and within the law. Learn how 
and where t.o shoot, firearms responsibility, what ammunition 
to purchase, and more Special chapter on defensive pistol 
shooting, plus a glossary of handgun terms. Only $10.95 post­
paid . (CA Residents add 7% sales tax ) GUN BOOKS, 
Dept.SH-HO!, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, 
CA92108. 

SHOOTING by Edward Matunas. Learn how to become an 
expert marksman with rifle, shotgun, handgun, muzzleloader 
and bow. You'll get tips on selecting the proper weapon and 
accessories, and be provided with a detailed course in ballis­
tics. For your copy, send $33.45 postpaid (CA Residents add 
7% sales t.sx) to: GUNS BOOKS, Dept. SG-HOl, 591 Camino 
de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

MASTER TIPS By Jon Winokur The best shooters in the 
business teach you step-by-step mastery of the techniques 
that made them winners. For your copy, Send $13.45 Postpaid 
(CA Residents add 7% sales t.sx) to: GUNS BOOKS, Dept. MT­
HOl , 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 
92108. 

SHERWOOD'S CATALOG OF GUN PARTS, ACCESSO­
RIES, AMMUNITION, GOVERNMENT SURPLUS AND 
MUCH MORE. WHEN IN LOS ANGELES AREA, VISIT 
OUR 4,000 SQ. IT. SHOWROOM. SEND $1 TO: 18714 PAR­
THENIA STREET, NORTHRIDGE, CA 91324. 

9MM Pistol, Shotgun .. 308 Carbine, Ballistic knife, Silencers 
... Make for under $25 each. Easy plans $10 each ... All for 
$25.00: Moss, Box 2422, Smyrna, GA 30081. 

Gun Silencers/Noise suppressor. Complete how to booklet: 
Five easy steps t.o complete information on Si lencers and sup­
pressors. Plans, Diagrams, Specification and Sources. Just 
send $19.95 to: Diamond Distributors, P.O. Box 991 , Hono­
lulu, Hawaii 96808. 

NEW CATALOG every two months! New books on weaponry, 
revenge and downs of other subjects! Send $1.00 for 50-page 
catalog describing over 300 titles. PALADIN PRESS, P.O. 
Box 1307-9GAT, Boulder, Colorado 80306. 

RAGNAR'S GlITDE TO HOME AND RECREATIONAL 
USE OF HIGH EXPLOSIVES-- By Ragnar Benson. How to 
obtain commercial high explosives, safely storing and trans­
porting them, detonation techniques, improvised explosives 
and more. For informational purposes only.5- ih.x8- fh, soft.­
cover, 120pp. Send $15.50 postpaid to: PALADIN PRESS, 
P.O. Box 1307-9GAK, Boulder, C080306. 

HOW TO QUIT SMOKING, for good! the only method that 
will work. BOOKLET, $3.00. ACA Books, 3226-A Laurel­
hurst Drive, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670. 

FREE PELLET SAMPLER WITH NEW SUBSCRIP­
TION! Five issues, $15 yearly, sample copy $5.00 P&H in­
cluded. American Airgunner, Box 71 lC, Comanche, Texas 
76442, (915)356-5065. Visa/Mastercard. 

"ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF PERSONAL COMBAT" 
- New Book must be studied by everyone concerned with self­
protection, with/without weapons! $15 GUARANTEED! 
Bradley Steiner, Box 1278-AH, Seattle, Washington 98111. 

Debtor's Survival Manual - 100 pages of credit and debt sur­
vival knowledge plus legal tactics. Includes case history of 
successful law suits against creditors/collection agencies. 
$19.99. Sunrise, Box 1516, Muskogee, OK 74402. 

BOTE'S NEW HANDGUN BUYERS GUIDE FOR 1990, 
over 450 models, over 1500 variations, INCLUDES DIS­
COUNT PRICES from gun shows, Only $11.95 postpaid! 
(Texas residents add appropriate sales tax). Cheyenne Press, 
P.O. Box 721318, Houston, Texas 77272-1318. 

THE TERRIFYING THREE: Uzi , Ingram, and lntratec 
Weapons ~'amilies- get the straight story from Duncan Long. 
S-lhxll, softcover, 136pp, $23.50ppd. Order from: Paladin 
Press , P.O. Box 1307-0AAK, Boulder, Colorado 80306. 
(303)443-7250. 

World's best gun book catalogue! Only $2.00, refundable with 
first order. Blacksmith Corporation, Box 17528, Chino Valley, 
AZ86323. 

How to start and operate your own imp:n1. export business at 
home. Make and save $12.95 to: FORTUNES UNLIMJTED, 
P.O. Box 1442, Welcome, NC 27374-1442. 

DETECT UNDERCOVER OPERATIVES, STINGS, 
AND OPERATIONS. Unique controversial"inside" infor­
mation written by a veteran (X)lice officer. Some subjects cov­
ered are: operation plans, target lists, surveillance tech­
~ues, equipment used, how to aetect it, sti~, e ntrapment, 

ire 
1trn!~?:~ ~~er:;re:; S0~°FoR ~ioRMX~~oN~ 

~tfRPOSES ONLY!! Illustrated $18.50 ppd. Cash or M.O. 
only to: HANDS PRESS, 166-1665 ROBSON ST., DEPT 
AH, VANCOUVER B.C. CANADA V6G-3C2. 
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BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 

TIME IS RUNNING OUT ON A GREAT OFFER!! 
WANTED CLASSIFIED ADVERTISERS willing to buy two 
ads at the regular price ($.45/Guns or$. 75/Handgun per word) 
and get the third ad FREE-in GUNS or AMERICAN HAND­
GUNNER or BOTH! Send per-payment to: CLASSIFIED 
ADVTG, 591 Camino de la Reina, Sui te 200, San Diego, CA 
92138. LOOK FOR OUR NEW RATE CARD COMING 
SOON, WE WILL ALSO HA VE DISPLAYED CLASSI­
FIED AD!!!! 

LEARN GOLD, SILVER, PLATINUM , SCRAP RECY­
CLING BUSINESS. $75,000 YEAR POSSIBLE. SPARE 
TIME. EASY! FREE INFORMATION: RECYCLING, BOX 
11216-GH, RENO, NV 89510-1216. 

EXPERIENCED SALES REPS WANTED FOR EX ­
PANDING HOLSTER COMPANY. TOP COMMISSIONS 
FOR AMBITIOUS INDIVIDUAL. REPLY TO: FURY HOLS­
TERS REPS, 1915-18TH STREET, NIAGARA FALLS, NY 
14305. 

ANYONE CAN BECOME A FIREARMS DEALER! com­
plete kit includes: FORMS, LICENSING, BATF INSTRUC­
TIONS, WHOLESALE REFERENCES. EVERYTHING 
YOU NEED TO START YOUR OWN SUCCESSFUL BUSI­
NESS. LICENSE GUARANTEED OR REFUND! $4.75: 
DENCO ENTERPRISES, PO BOX 40383-AH, ROCHES­
TER, NY 14604. 

FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE APPLICATION KIT in­
cludes application instructions, gun manufacturer list, legal 
advice, reference catalog. FFL GUARANTEED OR RE­
FUND. $1.00 Postpaid. ISGO-AHOl , POB 24490, San Diego, 
CA92124. 

Power Earnings! $400.00 daily wholesaling automobiles 
without investment! All new, NO GIMMICKS! Details $2.00: 
SMITH, Box 2085, Titusville, FL32781. 

ANEW IDEA! Call National Idea Center of Washington D.C. 
free info - 1-800-247-6600, Ext 124. Come see the Invention 
Store!! 

GUN DEALER LICENSING -(805)687-1416. Visa MIC. 
No"Rip-Off'. Call Us. We Answer All Your Questions. Best 
FFL Kits, $5.00. Dealer Record Books & Supplies. RK EN­
TERPRISES, (Established 1981), 2616 Las Positas, Santa 
Barbara, CA 93105. 

$20,000.00 Yearly as a part time gun dealer. No gimmicks. 
My method works! Send SASE: FIREARMS, 8270 SW Sor­
rento, Beaverton, OR 97005. 

Suocessful and expanding British Shooting magazine seeks 
development capital for major launch in USA. Equity avail ­
able. Call 01144 494 432151 , (Fax 01144 494 727454). 

Free Sample. Miracle Polishing Cloth. Dynamite demonstra­
tor. 577% profit. R&S, Dept. AH, 1312 Washington, St. Louis, 
M063103. (314)241-8464. 

INVESTIGATION LICENSES- and Commissioned Rank 
opportunities. Security/Espionage Newsletter: Pnxluct.s~ ser­
vices, custom identification, badges. SPECIAL! Two-issue 
Subscription, $2.00:"Eagle", POB 6303 Corpus Christi, 
Texas(AH) 78466. 

BECOME A GUN DEALER -Professionally Prepared kit in-

~1E~~~JJc7'Lis~vHUFlnRE!o~ ~~as\Vto~~~: 
GUARANTEED! $4.95: BUSINESS CONSULTANTS, P.O. 
Box 1232-H, Uniontown, PA 15401. 

DO YOU KNOW WEAPONS OR TACTICS? EARN $150,000 
FAST! RUSH $4.00 FOR NEW REPORT! SMITH, BOX 964, 
TITUSVILLE, FL32781. 

HOW TO MAKE MONEY MAKING/SELLING LEAD 
BULLETS. Excellent Home Business. $1,500 month part­
time, $50,000 year full-time realistic. Setting up Operations 
... Equipment ... Supply Sources ... Major Markets ... Increas­
ing Sales ... Much More. $14.95: Richard Sit.z,Box 453-A, Ce­
darville, Michigan 49719. 

$225 DAILY"CHROME PLATING" AUTO PARTS, MO­
TORCYCLES, HANDGUNS, KNIVES, MODEL TRAlNS, 
ANTIQUE CARS, INEXPENSIVE, EASY, (FREE) INFOR­
MATION: CHROME CRAFTING FOR PROFIT, BOX 2285, 
WALDO RF, MARYLAND 20604. 

BECOME FEDERALLY LICENSED FIREARMS DEALER! 
Complete forms/instructions $5.00."Starting Your Own Gun 
Business" (packed with information for your success) $4.95. 
License guaranteed or full refund! All above $7.95. Metro, 
Drawer2267-SC, Sun City, AZ85372. 

BECOME A LICENSED FIREARMS DEALER! Official 
forms, latest BATF instructions. Wholesale sources. License 
guaranteed or full refund! $5.00. Monarch, Box 1416-EM, El 
Mirage, AZ 85335. 

Easy work! Excellent Pay! Assemble Products at home. Call 
for info. 504-641-8003 Ext. 2720. Open 7 days. 

MAKE BIG MONEY AS A FIREARMS DEALER! Complete 
kit includes application, instructions, wholesalers list. ONLY 
$4.95! License guaranteed or full refund. P.E., PO Box 5453, 
Hudson, FL34674-5453. 

LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your new or exist­
ing small business. Grant.slloans to $500,000 yearly. Free re­
corded message: 707-448-0270. (JR3). 

READ BOOKS for pay! $100 a title. Write: PAASE, GH8, 
161 Lincoln Way, North Aurora, IL 60542. 

LICENSED FffiEARMS DEALER Application Kit. $1.00. In­
terstate Enterprises, Drawer 19689-AH, Houston, TX 77224. 

GET PAID for mailing letters! $200.00 daily. Write: PAASE­
PU5, 161 Lincolnway, North Aurora, IL60542. 
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COLLECTORS 

RANDALL PISTOL RESEARCH, Trends, and Letters of Au­
thenticity. Send for more information. Rick Kennerknecht, 
Box 1163R, Monrovia, CA 91016-5163. 

EMBLEMS & INSIGNIA 

CUSTOM EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS-DECALS-PINS. 
Free catalog/Quotes. Highest Quality. Guaranteed Lowest 
Prices. Rush Sketch. STADRIAH, 61 Jane Street. N.Y.C. 
10014. (212)929-2293. 

GUNS HATS! Show your friends that you're a GUNS Team 
Member. Each hat features: Bright orange logo, sand colored 
cap;rlyester fronUMesh back. Only $5.95 + 7% sales tax for 
Cali . Residents. Send to: GUNS HATS, 591 Cammo de la 
Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

Also available ... GUNS Team member pins and patches. Now, 
you can also get your own GUNS Team member pin for only 
$2.50 + $1.00 shipping & handling ... Or, a GUNS Team mem­
ber patch for only $3.50 + $1.00 shipping & Handling. Send 
To: GUNS PINS, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San 
Diego, CA 92108. 

Caps, Jackets, T-Shirts and more custom printed with your 
design. High quality, low prices, free brochure! Prices. Clem­
ent Distributing, Dept. AHG, 7468 Clement Rd, Vacaville, CA 
95688. (707)447-4604. 

FIREWORKS 

Salutes and Cannon crackers home made. The Best! Simple 
easy method, my secrets revealed. Stamp: Browns Diversified, 
POB 6, Paragon, Indiana 46166. 

FIREWORKS: Firecrackers, Bottle Rockets, Roman Can­
dles, Sky Rockets, and much more. For Wholesale price list 
send $1.00: Klassic Fireworks, P.O. Box 142, Middlefield, 
Conn. 06455-0142. 

FIREWORKS, COLORED SMOKE DYES, ROCKET CAST­
ING, CANNON FUSES,etc. for signaling or survival applica­
tions. Catalog $1.00. NorStarr, Box 5585, Pocatello, Idaho 
83202. 

FIRECRACKERS, 80/16's $6.00 BRICK, BOTTLE ROCK­
ETS GROSS $2.50, ROMAN CANDLES 10 BALL $4.50 
DOZEN, JUMPING JACKS $2.00 GROSS, ONLY SOME OF 
OUR SAMPLE PRICES. ALL PRE-PAID. NIGHT AERIAL 
SHELLS, 61 SHOT REPEATERS, SKY ROCKETS, AND 
MANY MORE ITEMS TOO NUMEROUS TO MENTION 
HERE. MANY NEW AND UN-USUAL ITEMS. ALL CAN 
BE SEEN IN OUR COLORFUL ILLUSTRATED CATALOG 
BY SENDING $ 1.00 TO: A&W SALES, P.O. BOX 1, 
MUNCY, PA 17756. B; offer void where prohibited. 

CHERRYBOMBS, Firework Chemicals, Cannon Fuse, M-
60s, M-70s, Books to make M80s, Silencers, Fireworks, etc. 
Catalogue $5., refunded with 1st order; Not intended for sale 
where erohibited by law; Capitol Fireworks, 1805 W.Monroe, 
Springfield, IL 62704. 

FIREWORKS-Looking for information? All kinds of technical 
reports and manufacture manuals available. Send $.25 for 
complete listing. RSA, Box 146, Willow Grove, PA 19090. 

Fireworks from China. Buy from import.er and save big. For 
FREE GIFT and illustrated catalog, send $2.00: China Im­
porters, Box 34 7212, Parma, Ohio 44134. 

Cannon Fuse Cutting Device. Manually cuts 7 ,200 fuses or 
more per hour. $29.95. Cutter, P.O. Box 5733, Kent, WA 
98064-5733. 

JULY 4TH MEMORABILIA: Wanted by collector; fire­
cracker packs, labels, etc. (1850-1967) Robert J. Scheurer, 1 
Milburn Rd. , RD#3, Goshen, N.Y. 10924. 

FOR SALE 

WATCH REPLICAS! WATCH REPLICAS! LOWEST 
PRICES GUARANTEED NATIONWIDE! WARRANTY! 
EXACT WEIGHT & COLOR! 18KT GOWPLATED! 
CALL! WATCH REPLICAS! (404) 963-3USA WATCH 
REPLICAS! 

GOVERNMENT SEIZED VEHICLES from $100. Cor­
vettes, Mercedes, Imports now available. For Buyer's Guide 
call l-800-333-4100ext. V-228. 

ALL FREE CLASSIFIED OFFERS! SA VE TIME, MONEY, 
GET THEM FASTJUST$1 TO: R. CROWLEY 2640N. CAS­
TRO, TUCSON, AZ 85705. 

Buy Firearms Wholesale!!! Save Big Bucks!! Kit includes Li­
cense Application, Wholesaler Directory, Phones, Advice. 
$5.00: Sandhill Arms, Dept. AH-7, Box 336, Roswell , NM 
88202. 

KNOW YOUR GUN LAWS! All 50 state local laws and or­
dinances $9.99: DENCO ENTERPRISES, P.O. Box 40383-
AH, Rochester N.Y. 14604. 

IS IT TRUE YOU CAN BUY JEEPS FOR $44 THROUGH 
THE U.S. GOVERNMENT? GET THE FACTS TODAY! 
CALL 1-312-742-1142 EXT. 6279. 

GUN PARTS 

PARTS for old SMITH & WESSONs! Send SASE with your 
requirements: LIBERTY Parts, P.O. Box 183AH, Eastport, 
Maine 04631 (207)853-2327. 

RANDALL & OD! VIKING 45ACP PARTS. DA RECEfV­
ERS, AT DISCOUNTED PRICES. Lefthand Parts Available. 
RANDCO, Box l 163A, Monrovia, CA 91016-5163. 

GUNS FOR SALE 

WOMEN-We specialize in COMPETITION AND DEFEN­
SIVE HANDGUNS FOR WOMEN. Automatics and revolv­
ers custom-tai lored to suit your size, strength, needs and ex­
perience. We placed 2nd Woman at the 1987 Steel Challenge. 
For information send $1.00 to: JUDY'S COMP & CARRY, 
Box 640, Plains, MT. 59859 or call 406-826-5789. 

GUNSMITH I NG 

GUNSMITHING LATHES -milling machines-tools. New 
catalog $1.00: Blue Ridge Machinery and Tools, P.O. Box 536-
N, Hurricane, WV 25526, 304-562-3538. 

PISTOLSMITH Triple chamber HIGH-COMP installed on 
your gun $225 complete. All work highest quality. Stainless 
steel grips for Colt auto $40. Catalog $1. Randall Thompson, 
654 Lela Pl., Grand Jct., CO 81504. 

TIRED OF fighting a hard trigger pull? Bullseye Spring Kits 
are the answer. Kits for handguns, rifles, and shotguns. Over 
200 items for gunsmithing. Now order direct from the spring 
maker of the industry. Catalog on request. Trapper Gun, Inc., 
Dept. B, 18717 E. 14 Mile Rd. , Fraser, Ml 48026. (313)792-
0133. 

CUSTOM GUNSMITHING- Auto pistols, compensated or 
carry guns. XP-lOO's custom stocks and barrels. High accu­
racy and reliability a part of our service. Guns are our busi­
ness-Our only business. Brochure $1. Mitchell Custom Guns, 
Rt 2 Bx 238, Breckenridge, Tx. 76024. 

D & L Sports Custom Combat 45's. Basic to full house pistols. 
P.O. Box 651, Gillette, WY 82716. 307-686-4008. 

Custom Handguns for street or competition 45 Auto and S& W 
Revolvers. S&W Armored School certified revolver and auto. 
Free Brochure: Karl Sokol, Chestnut Mountain Sports, 65 So. 
Main St., So. Deerfield, MA 01373, 413-655-4647. 

LEARN GUNSMITHING, from traditional techniques to 
current"State of the Art." Learn from Masters in their fields. 
Excellent facilities and job opportunities. Fully accredited, 
Yavapai College, 1100 East Sheldon, Prescott, AZ 86301. 
Attn: Glenn Simpson, Gunsmithing Department. 

INSTRUCTION 

VIDEO TRAINING PROGRAMS: World shooting cham­
pion John Shaw's"Combat Pistol Shooting", $59.95 
and"Combat Shotgun Shooting", $49.95; Police Lt. Jim Bul­
lard's"I'he Ultimate Self Defense Course", $59.95; other pro­
grams priced"$39.95 include: "Survival Eq u ip­
ment","Survival Weapons","Remington 870","Remington 
1100","Colt 45 Automatic","I'he M-16","Basic Rappelling"; 
VHS/Beta, $2.50 shipping; Law Enforcement programs avail­
able, call for brochure: Master Video, Dept. AH, 2572 Jackson, 
Memphis, TN 38108, Telephone 901/372-7012. 

Basic Investigation Training. Diploma program offered by 
Lion Investigation Academy, a licensed institution. Write 
Lion Investigation Academy, 3161 Shakespeare Rd. , Bethle­
hem, PA 18017 for brochure. Lion Investigation Academy is a 
division of American Detective Agency. No salesman will cal l. 

PAYS FOR ITSELF! Reloading pistol ammo videotape. VHS 
$18.88 postpaid. Free catalog. TJE Video Productions, Box 
50141, Reno, Nevada 89513. 

LEARN TO PROTECT YOUR FAMILY with training 
from EXPERT POLICE INSTRUCTORS AND FORMER 
CHIEF OF POLICE! VIDEOS: Add $3.90 p/h. IN THE 

~0~'w6M:"Ssnfe~r1Dhi~y s~'W'fTH'is $39 ~~ 
SlJRVIVE CRIMINAL A TI ACK: advanced armed self-de­
fense. What to expect and do-what not to do when palice ar­
rive. $39.95. Textbook, first time available to public. $14.95 
ppd. FIREARMS/SELF DEFENSE CONSULTANTS, 
BOX 873, EAST MOLINE, IL. 61244 DEALERS IN­
QUIRE. 

GUNISURVIV AlJOUTDOOR. Low cost how-to videos. Free 
catalog. TJE Video Productions, Box 50141-AH, Reno, Ne­
vada89513. 

BE A PARALEGAL! Accredited Attorney Instr uction. 
Home Study. Founded 1976. lOOO's Grads. Financial Aid 
Available. Free Catalog 1-800-669-2555. Southern career In­
stitute, 164 W. Royal Palm Road, Boca Raton, FL33432. 

Instructions for home made sub-machine guns, and more. 
Send $1.100 for catalog to: P.O. Box 190-739, Brooklyn, NY 
11219. 

KNIVES & SWORDS 

UNIQUE CUTLERY OUR SPECIALTY We carry all 
brands and types of cutlery, firearms and necessories. CUT­
LERY KING tm. P.O. Box 464419, Lawrenceville, GA 30246. 
1-800-634-6205/Local 925-9086. 

German and Italian Stiletto's. Also out-the-fronts as well as 
Boker Classic's. Send $2.00 for new catalog: U.S.S. Cutt, 8948 
S.W. Barbur Blv., Portland, OR 97219. 

KNIVES NEW '89 Models, Largest Selections, Lowest Prices 
Anywhere, A.G. Russell , Al Mar, Boker, Browning, Buck, 
Case, Cold Steel, Coleman Western, DMT, Eye Brand, Eze 
Lap, Frost, Gerber, Kabar, Kershaw, Lakota, Lansky, Leath­
erman, Old Timer, Puma, Queen, Remington, Schrade, Spy­
derco, Taylor, Tenka, Uncle Henry, United, Victorimox, Win­
chester , Wyoming, Kitchen Cutl ery, CATALOG $2 .00, 
FOREIGN $5.00 TAR HEEL CUTLERY, PO. BOX 12819-
AH, WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. 27117. . 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER ·JANUARY /FEBRUARY 1990 



SURVIVAL KNIFE-w/heavy gauge 5 3/4" long stainless steel 
blade, bottle opener & fish scaler. Handle reveals matches, 
wire saw, nylon fish line, hooks, sinkers & needles- in water 
tight compartment. Sheath contains sharpening stone. Spec­
ify black or camouflage, Send $14.95 + $2.00 shipping & han­
dling to: NATIONAL GOOD STUFF, Suite 291, 39B Mill 
Plain Rd. , Danbury, CT 06811. 

CATALOG OF KNIFEMAKING SUPPLIES,$1.00. List 
of knives, $.50 (cen t) stamp. KNIFE & CUTLERY P ROD­
UCTS, Dept H, Box 54275, Tulsa, OK 74155. 

QUALITY LIGHTNING KNIVES, Lockback - 440 surgical 
stainless steel - beautiful wood handles - solid brass bolsters 
and liners. 5" - $6.95, 7" - $7 .95, 9" - $8.95 postpaid. MIO 
shipped immediately. LIGHTNING KNIFE CO., Dept. A, 
2866 Arcata Lane, Orlando, ~'L 32817. 

Stiletto's from 3" to 14" made in Germany, Italy. Other knives 
from Spain nad France. Stag horn, Buffalo horn, Mother of 
Pearl , Klass, Boker, ()pie!. Send $3.00 for catalog. U.S.S. Cutt, 
8948 S.W. Barber Blvd., Portland, OR 97219. 

LEATHERCRAFT 

QUALITY H ANDCR AFTED HOLSTERS, CUSTOM 
LEAT H E R P R ODUCTS Saddle-Stitched for Superior 
Strenl?th. Brochure $2. THE GUNFITTERS, BOX 29005, 
Brooklyn Cent.er, MN 55429. 

GENUINE LEATHER HAND TOOLED GUN CASES­
lambs wool lining. Rifle -$79.95, Shotgun -$79.95, w/Scope -
$89.95, Pistol -$59.95. Please specify length. Add $4.00 ship­
ping & handling. Satisfaction guaranteed. Send to: NA­
TIONAL GOOD STUFF, Suite 291, 39B Mill Plain Rd. , 
Danbury, CT06811. ___________ _ _ 

CONCEALED CARRY - Law enforcements best kept secret 
for 10 years. Leathersmiths holsters, Brochure $2.00 Refund­
able. 355 N. Lantana Ave. , CAMARILLO, CA 93010. 

MILITARIA 

WWII GERMAN Reproduction Badges, over JOO items. 
Fully illustrated. Send $3.: R&J Holt , 4 Marion Street, Nes­
conset, NY 11767. 

MILITARY SURPLUS 

MILITARY SURPLUS-Military Clothing, equipment, man­
uals and uniform devices. Send self-addressed stamped !$0.45) 
envelope for catalog, outside U.S., $2.00: J.R. Sales, 1206-28 
Ave. E #D, Ellenton, FL34222. 

GOVERNMENT SURPLUS FROM $1 Uncle Sam has I 
billion $$ in surplus goods to sell or give away. Purchase di­
rectly from gov't thru U.S. mail. Boats, cars, planes, electron­
ics, outdoor supplies, etc. For Buyer's Guide call 1-&J0-333-
4100ext. S-37. 

ATTENTION- GOVE R NMENT SEI ZED VEH ICLES 
from $100. Fords, Mercedes, Corvettes, Chevys. Surplus Buy­
ers Guide. 1-602-838-8885 EXT. A9748. 

SURPLUS BONANZA!! Buy Direct from Government. We 
show you how! Your area; (Guaranteed !!!) Official Directory; 
$3.00: Sandhill Surplus, Dept. AH-A, Box 336, Roswell , NM 
88202. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

BULLET PROOF VEST- Class II-A Keviar soft body armor. 
Will defeat the .45 ACP, .357 mag. 9mm, 00 Buck and knife 
attack. Tested at the Aberdeen Proving Grounds by the U.S. 
Government Edgewood Arsenal. Front and back protector 
$175.00. Side panels: $35.00 per set. Sired S, M, L, XL: MPS 
Co., 1441 West John St., Matthews, NC 28105. (704)847-8793. 
Established 1970. 

KNUCKS- Genuine brass paperweights, not cheap alumi­
num, same day delivery $7.95 prepaid: Matthews Police Sup­
ply, P.O. Box 1754, Matthews, NC 28105. 

CHEWING-SMOKING Tobacco!! Do you Chew-Smoke? Free 
samples - Twist, Snuff, Pipe . Guaranteed satisfaction: FRED 
STOKER & SONS, Dresden, Tennessee 38225. 

WATCH REPLICAS! WATCH REPLICAS! LOWEST 
PRICES GUARANTEED NATIONWIDE! WARRANTY! 
EXACT WEIGHT & COLOR! 18KT GOWPLATED! 
CALU WATCH REPLICAS! (404) 963-3USA WATCH 
REPLICAS! 

SHORT-RUN CUSTOM BELT BUCKLES WITH YOUR 
LOGO MY SPECIALTY SOLID SANDCAST SILICON 
BRONZE ALL HAND nNISHED. BUCKLES BY MIKE, 
1225 MANZANITA, DEPT. AH, LOS ANGELES, CA 90029. 

NAZI War souvenirs and daggers! Illustrated catalog $10, bill 
(refundable). Disco, Box 33!-H, Cedarburg, WI 53012-0331. 

INVESTIGATIVE NEWS America's number one, all new, 
information newsletter. Each issue is jam packed with infor­
mation and articles on skip tracing, bounty hunting, surveil­
lance street survival, interrogation, undercover, executive 
protection, terrorism, criminal investigations and civil litiga­
tion. Also included are book and product reviews, confidential 
reports and hard to find information. Send for free copy today! 
INVESTIGATIVE NEWS, 407-AH West Santa Clara, 
Santa Ana, CA 92706. 

FREE PRIVACY CATALOG. Cash income opportuni ­
ties.Secret hiding places. Revenge techniques. New identity. 
EDEN PRESS, Box 8410-HG, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. 

SILENCERS, Make with ordinary tools and hardware store 
materials. Copyrighted and guaranteed. Rush $2.95: SI­
LENCER, Box J650(A), Carolina, P.R. 00628. 

Government Auctions: Cars, Boats, Etc. Complete 100 -t pg. 
How to with addresses & phones. 49.95 + 2.95 SH: J .M.Ul, 35 
Hunters Circle, Lebanon, N .J. 08833. 

Cable TV converters: Zenith, Jerrold, Hamlin, Oak. Tocom. 
many others. Order yours today. (702) 887-3894. No Califor­
nia Sales. Catalog SASE. GCN, 1032 Irving St. Suite 109, 
S.F., CA 94122. 

WHISPERING DEATH- Brand new video! Experts demon­
strate and compare improvised and high-grade commercial­
quality silencers, and show step-by-step construction proce­
dures. Color, approx. 45min., specify VHS or Beta. $59.95, 
from CEP, Incorporated, P.O. Box 865-9KA, Boulder, Colc>­
rado 90306, (303)443-2294. 

LOOKJNG FOR A TOOL? Over 500 U.S. tools. Lifetime War­
ranty. Now order direct for rock bottom prices! New catalog 
$2.00 (refundable). POST TOOLS, 40 Nelon, Silver Bay, MN 
55614. 

CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2 for illustrated catalog. Baird, 
Dept H989, Box 7638, Moreno, CA 92303. 

POLICE EQUIPMENT 

P OLICE TRAINING BOOKS. 40 + titles, Catalog $.50: 
RONIN, Box 40 (A), Billerica , MA 01821. 

SECOND CHANCE & AMERICAN & POINT BLANK & 

1,tie~ IE'~'Fd'IIT:'E~E~~P,fiTc'd~~~:~FiTu~J08 
<VERIFIED)! For YOUR: SPECIAL PRICE SHEET I IN­
FORMATION I DEPARTMENTAL BID REQUESTS 
CALL 1-800-658-3323, (VISA/MASTERCARD AC­
CEPTED). N.P.0.S., Box 55 (AHM), Rapid City, SD 57709-
0055. 

LAW ENFORCEMENT badge and patch collectors send $! 
for list or $8.00 for 12 monthly lists. Baird, Dept H889, Box 
7638, Moreno, CA 92303. 

REAL ESTATE 

UNCLE SAM HAS 110 BILLION$$$ to loan/give away for 
real estate with no credit statement needed. Also gov't seized 
homes from$!. For info: 1-&>0-333-4100 ext. H-316. 

WEST Texas 'Ii acre lots, $495. total price! $25. down, $25. 
monthly. No interest; Aztlan Co., 2313 Montana, El Paso, TX 
79903. 915-532-5263. 

LOG HOMES: Over 400 listings of manufacturers in US and 
Canada. $6.95 ($29.95 for mailing labels) to: H&H Publish­
ing, Dept. 117, POB 58953, Renton, WA 98058. 

ATTENTION- GOVERNMENT HOMES from $1 (U-re­
=·E~ia'lf9~!8tax property. Repossessions. 1-602-838-

SURVIVAL 

WANTED TO PURCHASE 

Inventions, Ideas, technology wanted by one of America's 
leading invention submission firms to be presented to indus­
try. Call free 1-800-288-IDEA. 

...... _ .... __ ._ , 
C•-ron Moplina, ~91 c ... lno de h Mina, Suite 200, San o;e90, C~ 9210•-JU2 
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At last! 
Here's the whole story. 

INTHE 
GRAVEST EXTREME 

The role of the 
firearm 

in personal protection. 
By Massad Ayoob 

"Excerpts from this book were a 
smashing success when first 
published in GUNS magazine. 
Now read the full story­
unexpurgated and unedited. 
Seventeen chapters of 
streetwise information that every 
gun owner needs. Ayoob pulls 
no punches! · 
"Should be required reading for 
every person who owns a gun 
for self defense." 

Never before, the truth about 
what happens to you when and 
if you use a gun for self defense. 
Price $9.95 plus $2.00 for postage 
and handling. (Al low from 4-6 weeks 
for delivery.) 

------------------------HANDGUNNER BOOKS 
Dept. 39-AH1 
591 Camino de la Reina, #200 
San Diego, CA 92108 

Please send ___ copies of 
IN THE GRAVEST EXTREME. 
Enclosed is $ lus $2.00 per 
copy for postage and handling. 
(California residents add 7% sales tax.) 

Name _ ___________ _ 

Address _ _______ _ _ _ 

City _ _ _______ ___ _ 

State ________ Zip __ _ 
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INDUSl'RY INSID•R 
' --------------CAMERON HOPKINS 
FBI TEST FOR 'IOMM LITE' ALREADY 
MIRED IN BOG OF CONTROVERSY 

T 
he Secret Service plans to adopt a 
semi-auto pistol in 1990, but the 
federal bodyguards are opting for 
a .38 Super instead of a I Omm 

like the FBI. The gun that will protect 
President Bush is said to be a SIG .38 
Super. 

This may be some sort of new record 
for auto pistol endurance. Paul Nowak, a 
Winchester sales rep , is an unabashed 
fan of the Glock pistol and he swears up 
and down that he has fired 3 7 ,000 rounds 
through his Glock 17 without a single 
malfunction. Needless to say, Paul is a 
big fan of the Austrian auto . and is cur­
rently teaching his son to shoot the high­
tech Nine. 

Word has it that Taurus will chamber 
their Model PT-99 copy of the Beretta 
M-92 in .45 ACP, .357 Magnum (?) and 
!Omm Auto (!). Taurus recently intro­
duced their 92 clone in .41 Action 
Express. 

A judge has ruled in favor of the 
Union of Automobile Workers (UAW) in 
its lawsuit against C~lt Firearms. The 
judge ordered Colt to pay $40 million in 
damages to the UAW and reinstate the 
jobs of 850 UAW workers. Colt spokes­
men had no comment on the judge 's rul­
ing and declined to speculate if Colt 
would appeal the decision. 

The new lOmm pistol that Glock has 
entered in the FBI test for a new sidearm 
will be introduced to the public as the 
Glock 20. It holds 15 rounds of potent 
1 Omm Auto. The slide weighs 6 ozs. 
more than the standard 9mm slide which 
should make the pistol easier to shoot. 

The grape vine whispers that Ruger 
has chambered a prototype P-~ in 1 Omm 
Auto. Hopefully, we can all o rder one 
before the year 2000 if the incredibly 
slow delivery of the original P-85 was 
any indication of things to come. 

The Southport gunmaker has some­
thing for rimfire fans in 1990, the first 
double-action Ruger .22 LR. It will be a 
six-shot plinker based on the SP-IOI 
frame, which is currently only chambered 
in .38 Special. 

More news concerning Ruger is that 
William B. Ruger, Sr. has recently pur­
chased John Rigby & Company of Lon­
don. In 1989, Ruger announced their 
new magnum action Model 77 rifle in 
.416 Rigby- now they own the company 
that made that cartridge famous! 

Meanwhile, down the road in Mas­
sachusetts, Smith & Wesson continues to 

implement what I affectionately call their 
"Gun Of The Week" policy. It seems like 
Smith is coming out with new models at 
the rate of one every seven days! 

The latest Smiths include the Model 
16, a K-frame with a full barrel lug, L­
frame style, chambered in .32 H&R Mag­
num. The venerable Model 27 will be 
made in stainless steel and called the 
Model 627 with amenities including an 
L-frame barrel lug, untluted cylinder and 
roundbutt grip frame . 

Last but not least, Smith is introducing 
the Model 3913 and companion Model 
3914 which are basically chopped-down 
Model 3904s. 

The 3913 has a stainless slide and 
alloy frame while the 3914 has a blue 
slide atop the alloy frame. One of these 
guns will be marketed in the LadySmith 
program, no doubt with a "frosted" finish 
(read: bead blasted stainless), a stylish 
monogram (read: S&W logo) and 
ergonomically feminine grips (read: 
Hogue 's) . 

The FBI test for a new I Omm auto pis­
tol appears to be headed for a worse scan­
dal than that of the Army test for a 9mm 
pistol. Two protests have already been 
filed over improper procedures by the 
FBI. 

The first protest concerns the FBI 's 
purchase of 3 million rounds of the spe­
cially down-loaded IOmm round that was 
bought from one manufacturer without 
first taking bids on the sizeable ammuni­
tion purchase from other manufacturers. 

The second protest comes from Glock 
because quantities of this special ammu­
nition was made available to Smith & 
Wesson , a contender in the I Omm test , 
but the ammo was not offered to Glock 
for developing their I Omm pistol. Glock 
claims they were unfairly treated because 
their competitor had access to the actual 
ammunition that would be used in the 
FBI's test. 

Glock said their development was 
done with full-power !Omm Auto ammu­
nition, and they hope the guns will func­
tion with the lighter FBI loads. Generally 
speaking, a semi-auto pistol requires a 
weaker recoil spring to function reliably 
with light loads, and Glock feels they 
should have been allowed to test different 
spring strengths in their gun like Smith 
was allowed to do. 

Doubt has also been raised about the 
validity of the FBI's ballistic test that 
resulted in the Bureau's decision to adopt 

their specially down-loaded I Omm car­
tridge which fires a 180 gr. bullet at about 
950 fps. The results of this test, which 
involved firing into ballistic gelatin after 
the bullet had passed through several dif­
ferent mediums, like light clothing, dry 
wall and sheet metal , showed that the 
FBI's "I Omm Lite" achieved a 97% suc­
cess rate (defined as 12-inches of penetra­
tion into the gelatin). 

A training officer with the Federal 
Law Enforcement Training Center told 
American Handgunner that what the FBI 
didn't mention is that .45 ACP Reming­
ton 185 gr. hollowpoints achieved 95 % 
success in the same test , a scant 2% 
behind the I Omm Lite which is statistical­
ly irrelevant. 

Just when you think you've seen 
everything that can possibly be done to 
the great Government Model , along 
comes something new. Pachmayr turned 

Norman's .50 BMG Gov't Model. 

John Browning's auto pistol into a single­
shot with their Dominator conversion kit 
for things like the .308 and .44 Magnum. 
That 's nothing compared to what Hand­
gunner reader Norman Chung has done to 
the ol' 1911. 

Norman scoffs at previous attempts to 
turn handguns into really big bore 
boomers. A Remington XP-100 in .458 
Win. Mag., that's nothing. A Contender 
in .45-70, that's a mouse gun. How about 
something really big? 

Norman has a 1911 pistol converted to 
a single-shot chambered in .50 BMG! 
Like in .50 caliber Browning Machine 
Gun. You know, the big sucker that 
shoots 750 grain bullets! Norman is 
loading a horrendous charge of Hodgdon 
5010 powder with "light" 600 grain 
Barnes bullets for his soft plinking loads 
and Winchester 231 under NEI 830 grain 
cast slugs for his heavy hittin' load. 

The intrepid handgunner began by 
roping down the 15 pound behemoth to 
the shooting bench and firing it remotely. 
Nothing blew up, so he cut up a pair of 
heavy-duty work gloves and sewed extra 
leather padding into the palms. 

Norman tells what it was like: "The 
full load was fired without aiming and 1 
expected the muzzle to fly overhead. Not 
so, a firm push back by the pistol was 
given a controllable stop in a short dis­
tance." 

Congratulations, Norman, you get my 
vote for "Most Likely To Blow Himself 
Up." Let me know when you get that 
1911 chambered for a ....... 
I 05mm howitzer. . ~ 
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Men a GRIZZLY WIN MAG® roars 
EVERYTHING LISTENSI 

-

LISTENS BECAUSE, The Grizzly Win Mag is not just another production made 
auto . It's a precision crafted , smooth operating piece of machinery. 

LISTENS BECAUSE, Very close tolerances are maintained from barrel to bushing, 
bushing to slide , and hand lapped slide to frame . If our tolerances were any tighter, the 
Grizzly Win Mag would have to be one solid piece of steel. 

LISTENS BECAUSE, The Grizzly Win Mag is as accurate as any accurized gun right 
out of the box. 

LISTENS BECAUSE, The Grizzly Win Mag comes in 5.4 and 6.5 inch barrel lengths. 
It's also available in an 8 and 10 inch slide version . 

LISTENS BECAUSE, Three finishes are offered: Satin hard chrome, flat blue, and 
parkerized . The Grizzly Win Mag is versatile and chambers the 45WM, 45ACP, 357 MAG , 
357 I 45 GWM and 10MM. 

SEE YOUR DEALER NOW 
Grizzly. 4133 West Fann Road, West Jordan. UT /U088 

Grizzly Comp - Reduce muzzle kick with the new Grizzly Comp. 
This compensater from L.A.R . Mfg. tames the .45 Win Mag to a 
Panda. It's designed especially for the Grizzly and easily attached 
and removed Works great on .45 1911 style pistols too! 

MADE IN U.S.A. BY L.A.R. MFG. INC. 



And we couldn't think of any 
reason why a woman should have to 
adapt to a handgun designed for a 
man. That's why Smith & Wesson 
developed the LadySmith series, 
based on two years of research and 
suggestions from more than 6,000 
women. 

Lightweight, forged for strength, 
these compact .38 Special revolver.; 
are powerful--but not overpowering. 
And, from slim rosewood or Goncalo 
Alves stocks to reduced reach for 
easier straight-through double action 
trigger pull, they've been redefined to 
fit a completely different "average" 
hand. 

Add the choice of two- or 
three-inch barrel, frosted stainless or 
blue finish, and a handsome 
morocco-grained carrying/storage 
case, and the result is four revolvers 
that manage to be elegant without 
losing any of their practicality. 

The LadySmiths from Smith & 

Wesson. Because a handgun should 
fit the hand that's actually going to 
hold it. 

~ Smith&Wesson ~ SPRINGFIELD. MASSACHUSETIS 01 102 

1-800-331-0852 
For additional information about 

safety, the LadySmiths, or a 
dealer in your area, please 

call between 8:00 am 
and 5:00 pm E.S.T. 
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