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In today's diverse shooting arena, you need 
dependability, accuracy, and high capacity 
from your pistol. 

Only Ram-Line's® Syn-Tech"' .22 caliber pistol delivers 
it all in a tidy 20 ounce package. Engineered from the 
ground up, the Syn-Tech"' pistol combines special 
polymers. steel, and aluminum alloy, to provide 
strength. durability, and unmatched balance. The 
design is based around several Ram-Line® patented 
innovations*. and the latest in computer and aero
space technology. 

The "dynamic" grip is easy to hold, and feels natural 
in your hand. The unique constant force sear gives 
you the feel of a target grade trigger right out of the 
box. The Ultralight 5½" barrel* is damped by the 
polymer to yield unexpected accuracy. 

The 15 round magazine give·s continued shooting 
enjoyment. This unique Ram-Line magazine makes 
reloading a pleasure - NO MORE THUMBUSTING 
as with the "Heavyweights." With the magazine's 
patented constant force spring*, the last round is as 
easy to load as the first. 

The Syn-Tech"' pistol was designed with safety and 
X-ray detectability in mind. A double motion of the 
safety is required to put the pistol in the "fire" mode. 
This is easily accomplished on the Syn-Tech"' pistol 
by a natural down and forward motion of the thumb, 
without breaking your grip. In the safe position. the 
hammer. trigger. and sear are all blocked. and the 
trigger is disconnected from the sear. 

Cleaning and disassembly are quick by simply 
removing the hex screw and lifting the receiver from 
the grip. The bolt stop pin and bolt slide are then free 
of the receiver and you· re ready to clean up. Reassem
bly is quick and certain. 

The Ram-Line® Syn-Tech"' .22 pistol comes in a 
custom molded carrying case complete with target. 

So when it comes time to punch paper, 
cans, or varmints, rely on the Ram-Line® 
Syn-Tech"' pistol. $199.97 

Made in U.S.A G:> RAM-LINE71HC, 
Suite 12R90, 10601 W. 48th Ave. 

Wheatridge, CO 80033 
1-800-888-0375 
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A nifty conversion that turns your Rock Chucker into o progressive. 

CUSTOM GUN GIVEAWAY 
You can win a sensational custom combat .45 from Kim Ahrends. 
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TRAIN WITH THE BEST 
The $64.00 question 

What do shooters like Rob Letham, Jerry 
Barnhart, John Pride, Charles Grabbatin, 
Brian Enos and Chip McCormick have in 
common, besides winning a pistol match or 
two? They all train with PACT Championship 
Timers. Now let's face it, these guys can 
have any timer they want. So maybe there's 
a reason why they choose PACT, over all 
others, for their vital practice sessions. 

Why do I need a timer? 
Whether you are training for competition 

or self defense; if you are going to improve 
you've got to keep track of the two elements 
of marksmanship that you are striving to 
master: accuracy and speed. Would you 
consider practicing without a target? Of 
course not, because without a target you 
have no measure of your accuracy. By the 
same token, without a timer, you have no 
accurate measurement of your speed and no 
way to tell if a given technique is helping or 
hindering your progress. 

Of course shooting timers, like guns, are 
not created equal. A well designed shooting 
timer is an invaluable training aid which will 
dramatically improve your practice sessions. 
A poorly designed timer, with functions that 
are inconvenient or difficult to use, becomes 
nothing more than an expensive buzz box 
that distracts you from your shooting each 
time you use it. 

#07 1.03 
FIND SHOT: 

Advanced display 
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The PACT MKIII featues an advanced 32 
character display instead of the four digit 
display commonly found on other timers and 
cheap alarm clocks (sorry guys, but facts are 
facts). This display allows the MKIII to display 
all of the information about a given shot (shot 
number, split time, total time) at a glance and 
eliminates the hassle of having to "toggle" 
back and forth between functions in order to 
review your shot string. 

Full function keypad 
Our 32 character display and 16 key 

keypad make the MKIII about as easy to use 
as your pocket calculator. For example to 

enter a "PAR TIME" of four seconds, simply 
push "PAR." the MKIII will ask you to 
"ENTER PAR TIME AND PRESS SET" so 
you push "4," "SET." Want to change it to 
six seconds? Push "PAR," "6," "SET," it's 
that simple! 

A few of our features 
• A buzzer that's loud enough to hear 

with your earphones on 
• Sensitivity of shot detector is adjustable 
• Instant GO or adjustable fixed or 

random delay 
• 999.99 second time limit 
• Automatic Comstock function 
• Lap function 

Order Today 

TOLL FREE ... 800 PACT INC 
(in Texas 214-641-0049) 

By Phone: We are happy to answer 
your questions and take your order. We 
accept Visa, MC and COD orders.* 

PACT MKIII ................. $279 
CHRONO-MOD with M5 Skyscreens 
(optional) . . . . . . . . . ...... $69.95 
M5 Skyscreen Mounting Bracket 
(optional but nice) .......... $24.95 
Battery Powered Printer. . . $125 
Extra Printer Paper (6 rolls) ..... $12 
Extra Skyscreens. $25 each $45 pair 

*Shipping & Insurance $5.50 UPS 
ground/$10 UPS 2nd day air. Extra 
shipping for bracket (separate package) 
$3 ground/$6 2nd day air. Bank service 
charge for VISA/MC. COD fee $2.50. 
Write or call for foreign rates. Texas 
residents add appropriate sales tax. 

Brochure Available covering the PACT 
product line of shooting timers and 
chronographs, $1.00. 

P. 0. Box 531525 
Grand Prairie, TX 75053 

• 9 Volt battery 
• Advanced training functions allow 

simulation of complex courses of fire 
• Two stop plate inputs. Man vs Man mode 

gives both shooters total times, who 
won and margin of victory. 

• Auxiliary output drives relay for horns, 
lights, moving targets, etc. 

• Drives optional battery powered printer 

$69.95 Chronograph 
"The finest Chronograph I have ever used" 

. . . Ross Seyfried 

By having the $69.95 CHRONO-MOD 
(skyscreens included) installed in your MKIII, 
you enable it to double as the best portable 
chronograph on the market. When operated 
as a chronograph, the MKIII performs all of 
the functions of the PACT Precision 
Chronograph and includes our new Glint 
Guard™ pat. pend. detection circuitry. In ad
dition the MKIII will automatically calculate 
the power factor of each round fired. 

30 Day Money Back Guarantee 
We designed the MKIII, we build it, and we 

sell it factory direct to you. We take full 
responsibility for your satisfaction. If you are 
not 100% satisfied with any PACT product, 
return it to us undamaged (no fair driving over 
it) within 30 days, and we will refund your 
money. That's our promise and you can 
depend on it. 

Lifetime Warranty 
The MKIII features a real simple repair 

policy. If it breaks due to a defective part or 
faulty workmanship we'll fix it free. If you 
break it (people really have driven over them, 
ask Mickey Fowler) we will fix it for cost. No 
hassles and no questions asked. 

Shop Around & Call Us Last 
Before you buy a shooting timer take the 

time to do a little research. Call the different 
manufacturers and get their literature. 
Compare each timer feature for feature and 
watch out for bizarre operational limitations, 
like the inability to review shots when using 
a PAR time or the requirement for two 
machines to run a Man vs Man event. You'll 
find that dollar for dollar and feature for 
feature the PACT MKIII gives you more 
honest "bang for the buck" than any other 
shooting timer on the market. 

PACT, MKIII, CHRONO-MOD and GLINT GUARD are trademarks of Practical Applied Computer Technology, Inc. 
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From Hong-Kong to Zaire, Bianchi International is on 

the side of active adventurers. People who rely on high
pe1formance holsters as if their lives depended on it. 

Like the new cross-draw Ranger 
Cyclone II~ Crafted from tough, no
nonsense, padded ballistic fabric. Fire
arms protection that holds its own in the 
rising heat of a jungle or on a dusty backtrack 
in Afghanistan. Bianchi. The professional's 
choice worldwide. 

Get your curretll, full-color Bianchi Catalog by sending $3 to Bianchi International, or get one 
FREE from wur nearest authorized dealer - over· 3,()()() worldwide. 

Bianchi International 100 Calle Cortez, Dept.AHTemecula, CA 92390 
Phone: (714) 676-5621 or Toll-Free: (800) 854-8545 

Telex: 288553 BNCI UR 

Protected ~ one or more of the following: US P..i.tcnt Nos. 4,485,947: 4,485,948; other patents pending. 
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SPEAK OUI' 

Free Press? 
Your March/April 1990 issue con

tained a letter from Al Faller of Cincin
nati concerning the advertisements of 
Paladin Press for books on making explo
sives, converting a weapon to function as 
an automatic, making silencers, etc. You 
brought up "freedom of the press" and 
"censoring another publisher," but I say 
"Close, but no cigar." 

Freedom of speech and press does not 
entitle one to say (or print) anything he 
pleases, under any circumstances he 
please or in any way he pleases. "Fight
ing words" are not protected under the 
Constitution. One cannot scream "Fire!" 
in a crowded theater. 

Pornography is not protected by our 
Constitution, yet it seems that I could 
advertise porno flicks in your magazine. 
Libel is excluded from protection under 
the Constitution as is false advertising. 

The main point, though, is that the 
criminal illegality of the subject matter is 
not protected by freedom of the press. 
How about "How To Cheat On Your Fed
eral lncome Tax Return" or ·'How To 
Successfully Assassinate The U.S. Presi
dent"? Would you let me advertise those 

in your mag? 
lllegal subject matter is not protected 

by our Constitution. 
Gerald J. Clark 

Painted Post, Y 
Dear Gerald, 
011 behalf of the people who work 

very hard to make American Handgunner 
the premier ha11dgunning maga:ine in 
the world, I would like to respond to the 
_fi-eedom of speech and press issues 
raised in your letter. 

You' re absolutely correct when you 
state in your letter that "illegal subject 
ma/fer is not protected by our Constitu
tion." However, 11either the Paladin 
Press advertisements nor the books list
ed therein are illegal subject matter for 
the simple reason that no American 
court has ever found such advertise
ments or books to be illegal. 

You are doubtlessly familiar with the 
recent controversy in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
over the exhibit of Robert Maplethorpe's 
photographs. Some residen.ts of Cincin
nati consider the photographs to be bla
tantly obscene a11d have called for the 
closure of the exhibit. Other Cincin11ati 
residents consider the photographs to be 
artistically significant. 

Los Angeles April 24, 1990. 193 of the world's best 
handgunners gathered to compete in the 10th Steel 
Challenge. 174 of them loaded their match ammunition 
on Dillon progressive machines. 
Dillon 9 out of 10. Only one shooter in the top ten 
used a non-Dillon machine. He finished in eighth 
place and bought a Dillon machine after the match. 
Why Dillon? More Dillon progressive machines have 
been sold than all other makes combined and the 
reasons are simple. Dillon machines have the best 
value per dollar and a toll free 800 number for service, 
plus free replacement parts. 

Coming Soon: If you are not 
llon on Dillon's customer/mailing 
recision list send us your name, address 

Products, Inc. and phone number, so you won't 
miss the first edition of The 

7442 E. Butherus Dr. 
Scottsdale, AZ 85260 

Blue Press, Dillon's newspaper 
for active shooters. 

ORDER NOW: All Dillon products are backed by a simple sales 
pol;Try our products for 30 days, H you are not cornrletely satisfied, 
sim return for a full refund. It it ever breaks, we'I fix it free- for 
life. Isa or MasterCard or, if you prefer, we will ship C.O.D. 
Call Toll Free 1-800-421-7632. In Arizona 602-948-8009 
Fax 1-602-998-2786. 
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Gerald, it would of course be illegal 
for someone who had just viewed the 
Maplethorpe photographic exhibit to go 
out and commit a sexual crime. Howev
er, it is not illegal for anyone not a minor 
child to view the exhibit of Maplethor
pe's photographs. It would likewise be 
illegal for someone who had just read 
the Paladin Press title ··surrep1i1io11s 
Entry'' to commit burglary. Bllf advenis
ing a book with the title '"Surrep1i1io11s 
Entry," or possessing a book will, that 
title, does not equate 10 commiffi11g the 
crime of burglary, and ii is important 10 
make that distinctio11. 

A republican form of government
which is what Sec/ion 4, Article IV, of 
our Constitution guarantees us-.fi111c
tions best when ideas circulate freely. 
Some people think thal the u1ifeffered 
interchange of ideas is dangerous and 
should 1101 be permilted. 

But you and I, Gerald, have the Con
s1 i 1utionally enumera1ed .fi·eedom to 
choose among all !hose frequen1ly chaOl
ic ideas and selecl whatever appeals 10 
our personal ethos. We are, in ef.fec1. 
practicing censorship, bu1 it is a censor
ship we pe,form for ourselves. No 011e 
else decides what we may or may 1101 
see, hear or speak. 

The First Ame11dmel'II 10 our Co11S1i
tlllion enumerates other rig/us than j11S1 
those relating to speech and press, and 
yes, there are limits to those rights. 0th-
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erwise liberty would disintegrate into 
license. 

However, history teaches that we 
must be very, very careful where those 
limits are set. As you state, "One cannot 
scream 'Fire!' in a crowded theater just 
for fun." Some limits we set ourselves: 
we choose whether or not we wish to see 
the exhibit of Maplethorpe photographs. 
Other limits are set by government. 

But the far-sighted patriots who craft
ed our Constitution in 1787 had the idea 
that government should exist to serve the 
people- a fascinating concept at a time 
when all other established governments 
believed that people existed to serve 
!heir governments! 

Perhaps the greatest strength of the 
United States of America as a nation is 
the fact that our diversity of races, cul
/Ures, creeds and religions gives all of us 
the tolerance to acknowledge the validity 
of ideas which may differ from our own. 

Thanks, Gerald, for your letter; and 
for our Constitution which protects your 
freedom to write and my freedom to 
respond. 

James E. Fender 
Attorney-At-Law 

Special Projects Editor 

Collector Gets Credit 
Thought I'd better drop you a note 

and set straight the circumstances sur-

rounding the arrangements for the Ruger 
Collectors Association's B isley featured 
in the July/August issue of American 
Handgunner. 

Bowen Classic Arms cannot claim 
credit for the gun. Thomas Russell, who 
is a noted collector of Ruger Bisley mod
els, conceived of this revolver, provided 
the gun and marshal led the craftsmen 
who participated. The "TSAB" on the 
topstrap is his designation for Target Sin
gle Action Bisley. 

While I am pleased to have contribut
ed the color case hardening, I want to 
point out that I did little else. Even Roy 
Fishpaw executed the grips to Thomas' 
pattern and design. 

The name of the director of this produc
tion was somehow left off the credits- the 
rest of us are just the cast and bit players. 
Thomas Russell deserves the credit for 
putting together the Bisley project. 

Hamilton S. Bowen 
Bowen Classic Arms 

Louisville, Tenn. 

Lumps On Ayoob~ Head 
I thoroughly enjoyed Wilfrid Ward's 

article on duelling (July/August) but 
whoever wrote the captions for the illus
trations need to take a second look. Page 
65: The Duke of Wellington's duel over 
Catholic Emancipation shows the Duke 
depicted as a lobster. 

A lobster? The Duke is, in fact, depict
ed as Punch (short for Punchinello) of 
Punch and Judy fame implying that the 
Duke is a comical figure. 

Next I'll pound a few lumps on the 
pointed head of your resident gun snob, 
Massad Ayoob. Offence has been taken at 
his "Dubious Achievement Awards," 
specifically his D.U.M.B. Award. I own a 
C.O.P. (Compact Off-Duty Police) and 
it's far from hideous and is not larger than 
a Detective Special. The stiff trigger pull 
is a necessity on this type of weapon. 

Massad Ayoob writes in The Ayoob 
Files of a victim shot four times with a 
.38 Special at close quarters and the vic
tim survived. Is this testimony favoring 
six shots of .38 Special over four shots of 
.357 Magnum? 

This little gun packs quite a kick so 
perhaps if Massad 's testosterone level 
rises significantly he may seriously eval
uate the maligned C.O.P. I may be 
D.U.M.B. but at least I'm not associated 
with the .44 J.A.G. (Just Another Gun). 

James R. Darcy 
Charlotte, C 

The Duke of Wellington was indeed 
portrayed as a lobster and not as Punch 
as Mr. Darcy alleges. In a color version 
(not used) of the same illustration, the 
Duke's head is clearly a large red lobster 
claw, humorously alluding that Welling
ton is a soldier. British soldiers were 
once called lobsterbacks because of 



Presenting 

di ljolden 6/itifiute fiJo Jamuel eolt 
A 24-Karat Gold Plated Limited Edition of Samuel Colt's First Successful 

Six-Shot Revolver and the Biggest Colt Revolver Ever Made-The Model 1847 Walker 

" ... (a) half-dozen men armed with the large 
six shooter (can) go on expeditions when with 
ordinan; arms it would be considered unwise 
to move with less than fifty men." 

LI. Col. "Fighting Joe" Hooker-1847 

S amuel Colt's Model 1847 Walker. It is a rare, 
111ilesto11e firearm-Samuel Colt's first suc
cessful, six-shot revolver and the first re

volver purchased for military use by the U.S. 
Government. 

It is also the biggest and heaviest Colt revolver 
-16 inches long and nearly five pounds in weight. 
It was so enormous it had to be carried in a spe
cially-designed holster on a soldier's horse. 

This revolver had to be powerful and accurate. 
Hence the size. Captain Walker of the U.S. 
Mounted Rifles helped Samuel Colt design it for 
savage fighting on the American frontier against 
the fierce Indian Braves and the well trained Mexi
can Soldiers. 

Now, The American Historical Foundation is 
proud to announce the Samuel Colt Golden Trib
ute Model 1847Walker. It honors one of the world's 
foremost firearm inventors, Samuel Colt, while it 
also pays tribute to Captain Samuel H. Walker, the 
man after whom Colt himself named this revolver. 

Hand Engraved; 24-Karat Gold 
Each Walker is hand engraved with full cover

age of classic gun scrolls and special commemora
tive elements memorializing Colonel Samuel Colt. 

The massive cylinder is roll engraved with the 
scene of the U.S. Mounted Rifles engaged in battle. 

Each component is individually polished and 
totally plated with genuine 24-Karat Gold. The 
Revolver is then fitted with the distinctive, 
elongated grip-as designed by Captain Walker 
himself-crafted of burl walnut, and finished to 
presentation-grade. 

Limited Edition Only 950 

Only 1,100 original Walkers were ever made. 

A Wal1111t Display Case, wit/, a brass powder flask, 
bullet mold, a11d a 24-Karat Gold plated combi11atio11 
tool, is available. 11,e /ocki11g glass lid protects your 
i11vest111e11t from dust a11d 111,autlwrized lra11dli11g. 

Fewer than 200 of these are known to exist today 
and are among the rarest and most valuable Colts in 
the world. This special edition is limited to only 
950 guns, worldwide, fewer than originally built by 
Colonel Colt for the U.S. Government. This is your 
immediate assurance of collector value. 

The gun's limited edition serial number is 
engraved along the backstrap and inscribed on the 
accompanying Certificate of Authenticity, which 
attests to the purity of the 24-Karat Gold and the 
edition limit. 

Fires .44 Caliber 
Lead Roundballs 

Just as the originals, this six-shot Revolver fires 
.44-caliber lead roundballs, and it can also fire 
conical lead bullets. Each gun is proof tested prior 
to delivery to you. 

As the Colt factory no longer makes any black
powder revolvers, the Foundation selected the 
master gunsmiths of Uberti, regarded as the world's 
best at recreating 19th Century Colt firearms, to 
hand build this edition. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 
The Model 1847 Walker Commemorative is 

available exclusively from The American Histori
cal Foundation, the leader in the field of military 
arms collecting. Because this is a blackpowder fire
arm, a Federal Firearms License is not required, and 
your Revolver can be delivered directly to you (ex-
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cept in California, where we 
will help arrange delivery 
after your reservation is 
received here). 

To reserve, call toll 
free, 1-800-368-8080 or 
1-804-353-1812 or return 
the Reservation Request. Sat
isfaction is guaranteed or return it within 
30 days for a full refund. With yourreservation you 
will be made a Member of the Foundation. 

Through your ownership and display of this 
landmark firearm, you have the opportunity to 
share with your family and friends the biggest
and one of the most historically significant-fire
arms ever designed by Samuel Colt. 

RESERVATION 
Please respond by 31 October 1990 

S.atisf.1dion guar,rnlced or return within thirly days for a full refund. 
To: The American Historical Foundation 

1142 West Grace Street, Depl.H232 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 
Telephone: (804) 353-1812 
Toll Free, 7 days: (800) 368-8080 

Yes, 1 wish to reserve the Samuel Colt Golden Tribute 
Model 1847 Walker Commemorative, hand engraved ;md 
totally plated with 24-Karat Gold. Limited edition of only 950. 
I will c1lso receive a Certificate of Authenticityand mernbership 
in lhe Foundation. atisfoction guaranteed. 

C My deposit (or ri credit card authorization) of S95 per 
Revolver is enclosed. Please charge or invoice the 
b,1lance. 

in eight eqmil monthly payments of S225, or in full. 

My payment in full (or credit card authorization) ofS1895 
is enclosed. 

I also wish to reserve the optional \"Civet-lined Walnut 
Display Case at S229 each. 

ame .. 

Address 

Daytime Telephone ( ..................... ) 
For Vi!><1, Mnt-terC.,rd or Americ,1n E1-pn.·ss, please send account ru1mlx>r, 
expiration d,,tc ,rnd .,ignaturc.V.:i. re!>1dcnb please ;idd 45~ t,,l,1tt• ... 1te .. \,1:... 

1-1232 



IUNI for shooting. 

Start with GUNS Magazine. It has every
thing you need to get the most out of your guns. 

Whether you're a competition shooter or back yard 
plinker GUNS can help you stay on top of the latest 
shooting trends. Read about the newest guns and gear. 
Get shooting tips and techniques. Plus take a look at 
the big money shooting sports. 

Want to add a hand carved stock to your favorite long 
gun? Or how about an engraved hunting scene 
complete with gold inlay? GUNS' monthly Classic Gun 
section will show you some of the finest work around 
and help you choose a craftsman for the job. 

Regular hunting features in GUNS will help you 
decide what's the right gun and load for the game you're 
after. Hunting big game in Africa? Then the .425 
express might be just what you need. But if you want to 
know more, you have to read GUNS. 

GUNS Magazine also h 
for the shotgunner, rifleman, 

er and airgunner. 
of your ,,. 



"The shotgun spoke 
imm_ediately and 
with authority." 
-A former company com
mander on the weapon selected 
for use by his point men in 
Vietnam. 

American troops, from the Delta to the DMZ, 
depended on it. Huey pilots stashed one be
hind the cockpit. It patrolled out of Pleiku ... 

ran recon out of Cam Ranh ... roved on "Rat Patrol" 
searches for VC mines ... covered convoys out of Long 
Binh. The point man trusted it. Charlie feared it. 

The shotgun is an American military tradition that 
dates back to our very beginnings. From the forests of 
Jamestown, through the trenches of World War I, into 
the jungles of the Pacific during World War II to Viet
nam, the combat shotgun has ably served Americans 
in our fight for freedom. 

As a tribute to this proud legacy and to honor the 
Americans who bravely served in Vietnam, The Amer
ican Historical Foundation proudly issues the Vietnam 
W.u Commemorative Combat Shotgun-the first ever 
limited edition military combat shotgun. 

The Last Savage Pump Shotguns 
This Commemorative is identical to the shotguns 

Savage Industries supplied to our troops in Vietnam. 
Even the butt stock is the 
shorter 12" version, not the 
14" stock found on the civil
ian model. This Vietnam 
W..r Commemorative Com
bat Shotgun is the last of 
the pump shotguns ever 
made by Savage. Produc
tion has been permanently 
discontinued. A Letter of 
Authenticity verifying this, 
signed by the president of 
Savage, accompanies each 
Commemorative. 

Each Shotgun is indi
vidually serially numbered 

A large cloisonne medal
lion is inset in the butt 
stock. 

between 001 and 750, with the prefix "VN" for Viet
nam. These special numbers further enhance the his-

torical and collector value of this 
unique Commemorative. 

Hand Engraved 

The optional IMllnut Display Case (45" x 14" x 4") is lined with jungle green 
velvet and is easily wall mounted or displayed flat. The lockillg, acrylic-glass lid 
protects your investment from dust and unauthorized handling. 

Special commemorative inscriptions are lzand en
graved and gold-gilt infilled across the mirror-polished 
and blued receiver. Hand-engraved military firearms 
are a tradition for special presentations, but they are 
also very rare, which further enhances the collector and 
investment value of this special Shotgun. 

24-Karat Gold 
Inspect the 24-Karat Gold plated trigger as you 

grasp the gleaming stocks-finished with seven coats 
of hand-rubbed lacquer. Sight 
down the polished and blued 
barrel across the 24-Karat Gold 
plated safety and front bead 
sight. Catch the glint of the jew
elled steel of the bolt and lifter as 
you rack open the bolt and hear 
that heavy, fine-tuned mechani
cal sound only a good shotgun 
can make. 

You'll even find that the sling 
swivels are polished, 24-Karat 
Gold plated and mounted with a 

deluxe black leather, adjustable military sling-fea
tures you find only on the finest collector-grade firearm. 
Even the forearm caps and safety switch are mirror 
polished and plated with 24-Karat Gold. 

A Firing Shotgun 
This Vietnam War Commemorative Combat Shot

gun is more than just a showpiece. Ifs a firing shotgun 
that could be called upon to defend your home and 
family. With its 18" straight cylinder bore, it fires 2¾", 
12-gauge shotgun shells used in Vietnam and readily 
available in gun shops. 

Collector Interest · 
As a collector, you know the value of a hand

engraved, limited-edition "first" such as this Shotgun. 
This is the world's first commemorative military shot
gun-and the last of the Savage pump shotguns-an 
important firearm destined to increase in historical and 

>< AHF 

collector value. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 
The Vietnam War Commemorative Combat Shot

gun is available exclusively through The American 
Historical Foundation. To reserve, return the Reserva
tion form or call our Member Services staff, toll free, 
at 800-368-8080. If you don't have a Federal Firearms 
License, we will coordinate delivery through your local 
firearms dealer, once we receive your reservation. If 
you have a license, send a signed copy and your Shot
gun will be delivered directly to you. Satisfaction is 
guaranteed, or you may return it for a full refund 
anytime within 30 days. 

1 ------------- RESERVATION -----------------
1 Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return in 30 days for Full Refund 
I To: The American Historical Foundation 

8
,, . 

I 1142 West Grace Street, Dept.H233 · _, . · 
J Richmond, Virginia 23220 ·. j~ · 

Telephone: (804) 353--1812 · 
10LL FREE 24 hours: (800) 368-8080 -
Yes, I wish to reserve the firing, hand-engraved, 24-Karat 

Gold plated Vietnam War Commemorative Combat Shotgun. 
OnJy 750 will be made worldwide. I will also receive a Certifi
cate of Registry from the Foundation, a Letter of Authenticity 
from the maker, Savage Lndustries, operating instructions and 
membership in the Foundation. Satisfaction guaranteed. 

D My deposit (or credit card authoriz.ition) of 595 per Shotgun 
is enclosed. 
Please D charge or D invoice the balance due per Shotgun 
p~or to delivery . 
D in six equal monthly payments of $250, or D in full. 

D Please also send the Walnut Display C.1.se, at S225 for each 
Shotgun reserved. 

D My payment in full is enclosed ($1595 per Shotgun; Display 
Case add $225). 

D Please engrave my name and other information on the 
Shotgun, at $29; immediately send me the Engraving Form. 

Name 

Address . 

Daytime Telephone 
For Visa, MasterCard or American Express, please send account number, 
expiration date and signatun.•. Virginia residents please add 4.5% sales tax. 

H233 



their red uniforms. Lobster is also an 
archaic term for a stupid or awkward 
person. 

Kudos For Kent 
I am writing to bestow my own per

sonal award to a gunsmith who has "gone 
the extra mile" many times for me. His 
name is Kent Miller of Miller Custom, 
210 E. Julia St., Clinton, IL, 61727. 

I first learned about Kent through your 
pages in the Sept/Oct 1988 issue. His 
innovative MercComp N-frame Smith 
caught my eye immediately and J called 
to order one. That was the beginning of 
'a wonderful relationship" as Bogart used 
to say. 

The MercComp he made for me has a 
specially sculpted hammer, trigger, cylin
der release and sight system. He has 
developed a beautiful form of color-cas
ing that really offsets well against the 
deep bluing he offers. 

He loves the challenge of customizing 
every part of the pistol, no matter how 
minor. 

He re-did a Detonics Mark 7 for me 
that is now my favorite .45. He made it 
reliable and breathtakingly beautiful. No, 
I am not going to start a Kent Mi!Jer Fan 
Club, but I be! ieve in giving praise to 
highly talented people who deserve it. 

As a special cluster to the award, I 
think it bears mentioning that several 

times Kent has met with misfortune but 
has still continued to keep going on cus
tomer guns. This truly beyond the call of 
duty. 

In addition, he gives the most com
plete, detailed bills that are great for 
insurance purposes or just fun to read to 
become aware of all the work that was 
done. 

If a fire should ever break out, J would 
grab the kids and then head for the Miller 
Customs! 

Craig B. Mardus, Ph.D. 
Williamstown, Mass. 

Unsafe Ammo 
Rob Leatham, reigning IPSC world 

champion, was named "Shooter Of The 
Decade" in the last issue of American 
Handgunner. He deserves the honor. 
However, in the same issue he writes in 
Leatham's Column that he rather fancies 
shooting the 9mm Luger cartridge loaded 
to "major" in IPSC matches. 

Frank James wrote about European 
shooters using "9mm Major" in the issue 
before that, March/April 1990. At the risk 
of running against the current fad, I respect
fuJly differ with the opinjons of these two 
gentlemen on the issue of 9mm Major. 

The question is: Can a 9mm make 
major safely? The answer is no. 

Frank James notes that he has heard of 
some Europeans who were able to boost 

the 9mm to major within Eumpean lim
its. If they could do it, why couldn't we? 

There are, as some of you know, some 
Europeans shooters that claim to make 
major at a pressure level just under the 
maximum acceptable level. But there are 
some things that may have an influence. 

First, there are quite a few 9mm's in 
Europe with groove diameters up to 
.359". Second, some shooters are using 
non-standard rifling (such as polygonal). 
Third, there may be some chamber 
dimension differences between CIP and 
SAAMJ (the European and U.S. source 
for ammunition standards, respectively.) 

The 9mm is a small capacity, moder
ately high pressure, tapered (as compared 
to straight-walled like the .38 Super), 
handgun round. It was developed around 
the turn of the century, before many of its 
current fans and detractors were born. In 
its day it was a high-intensity round, hav
ing been developed for use in sub
machine guns. Pressure levels for the car
tridge are a good bit below those for mag
num class handgun cartridges such as the 
.357 Magnum and Maximum. 

There have been optional routes taken 
to get to 9mm Major. Most notable is the 
path taken by people such as Paul MiJler. 
Paul has lengthened the throat in his gun, 
seated the bullets way out (to about the 
same over-all length as a .38 Super), and 
shot heavy bullets through a longer barrel. 

Although the gun is theoretically a 

The Ultra-Dot Sight: 

Counterpoint 
Easy to Mount: the 1" tube and central 
adjustments allow use of any scope mounts. 

Lighter and more compact than the 
other "point" sights, the new Ultra-Dot 
Sight presents a superior point of view. 

The Ultra-Dot is the smallest and lightest sight 
Action Arms has ever offered. It's so compact that 
you'll wonder where the battery is. 

The Ultra-Dot has its battery pack incorpo
rated into the small, click-adjustable brightness 
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---- Compact: Click-adjustable brightness control 
holds the battery. 

- Lightweight: 
the whole sight 
weighs just 
4ouncesand 
is just over 
5 inches long. 

control. With no projecting battery pack, it mounts 
easily with standard 1" rings on virtually any 
firearm. Write for the Action 
Arms full line catalog. 

Action Arms, Ltd. 
Dept.AJIUD090, P.O. Box 9573 
Philadelphia, PA 19124 
© 1989 Action Arms Ltd. 

action arms ltd. 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER • SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1990 



FULLY AUTHORIZED AND 
AUTHENTICATED BY THE 
TRUSTEES OF THE FREDERIC 
REMINGTON ART MUSEUM. 

The Frederic Remington Art 
Museum presents its premier work 
in an unprecedented collection. 
Inspired by the immortal bronzes of 
America's most famous sculptor. 

BRONCHO BUSTER. Created in 
1895, it was Remington's very first 
bronze. Now this masterpiece 
becomes a fine art reproduction in 
miniature. Individually crafted in 
©1990 FM 

hot-cast bronze. The same medium 
used by Remington to create his 
most enduring works. 

Authentic to the smallest detail. 
Even Remington's signature appears 
on the base. Hand-finished to the 
rich patina characteristic of the great 
bronzes of the American West. 

Powerful. Dynamic. A stirring 
tribute to Remington and the 
indomitable American spirit. 

BRONCHO BUSTER is priced 
at $150, including a handsome 
hardwood base. 

r- ---- -- ---- --o:.i;r-Fo~;----------------· 
BRONCHO BUSTER 

BY FREDERIC REMINGTON 
Please mail by October 31, 1990. 

The Franklin Mine 
Franklin Center, Pennsylvania 19091 

Please enter my commission for the fine art repro
duction of Frederic Remington's "Broncho Buster," 
crafted of hoc-case bronze. 

I need send no payment now. I will be billed for a 
deposit of$30.• when my imported sculpture is ready 
to be sent to me, and for the remainder in 4 monthly 
installments of$30.• each, after shipment. 

• Plus my state salts tax and a total of $3. for shipping and handling. 

SIGNATURE ___________ _ 
ALL COMMISSIONS ARE SUBJECT TO ACCEPTANCE. 

MR/MRS/MISS __________ _ 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY. 

ADDRESS ___________ _ 

CITY/STATE/ZIP _________ _ 
12215-41 



9mm Major, it is not a 9mm. By changing 
the throat, the gun is technically a differ
ent chambering. By changing the dimen
sions of the cartridge, you have a differ
ent cartridge. 

In a standard 9mm Luger pressure 
oarrel, his ammunition was in the proof
load range. Due to the aforementioned 
dimensional changes, it was not that 
high in his gun. 

To be honest, our testing has seen 
some loads developed for 9mm that 
delivered the needed velocity. But the 
pressure level was always over 40,000 
copper units of pressure (CUP). Proof 
level for this cartridge is 47,500 CUP, 
with a minimum acceptable at 41,400 
CUP. 

So a shooter duplicating those rounds is 
feeding the weapon a steady diet of rounds 
approaching proof level. At present manu
facturers do not certify their guns for con
stant overloads. Feeding a gun a constant 
diet of these loads will most definitely 
reduce the service life of the gun. If it is 
rated at 40,000 rounds of nominal service 
ammo, constant abuse may drop that to 
under half the expected life. 

If you stress a gun, it breaks. It doesn't 
matter who built it, or how much they 
charged you. Now for those of you that 
are sitting in the back of the room with a 
big grin thinking, "I've been shooting 9 
Major for years, and nothing broke," 
there is something you should consider. 

The fact that you do not see any signs 
of excessive pressure on the ejected brass 
does not mean you are loading within 
allowable limits. When I was young and 
stupid, I loaded some 275 grain bullets in 
a .44 Mag case over enough ball powder 
to get the velocity of five shots to average 
almost 1,700 feet per second. 

Every one of them literally fell out of 
the Ruger cylinder as it was rotated 
around. Later testing showed that particu
lar load to be well into the proof range. 
Yet there were none of the classical visi
ble indications of excessive pressure. 

Solutions such like this are begging 
the question. They permit the shooter to 
have high capacity, but they are not true 
9mm solutions. If it walks like a duck, 
quacks like a duck, it's a duck. 

If it has a chamber like a .38 Super, 
has an overall length like a .38 Super, 
uses the same bul1et as a .38 Super, and 
the high-capacity of a 9mm, it's a high 
capacity duck. 

Marty Liggins 
Accurate Anns Powder Co. 

McEwen, Tenn. 

A Man Who Owns One 
The 9mm Parabellum cartridge loaded 

to IPSC "major caliber" has once again 
become a controversial issue. Years ago 
there was a cliche made famous by the 
Packard Automobile Company, "Ask the 

man who owns one." Well, as a man who 
owns one- actually, six Major Nine's
[ find it difficult to sit idly by as the 9mm 
Major is continually attacked. 

My wife and I have shot Major 9's 
competitively for more than four years 
with over 200,000 rounds expended. 
When the Major 9 is set-up properly, it 
becomes superior to the .38 Super car
tridge. A 191 l pistol with a fully-support
ed barrel is ideal. 

The key is the overall length of the 
cartridge which is 1.250" to 1.280". By 
free-boring the barrel .361" to .362" 
diameter .250" ahead of the chamber, 
larger, longer and heavier bullets can be 
used, thus greatly reducing pressure. With 
the aid of .38 Super magazines, these 
Major 9 cartridges can easily be fed. 

Being owner and operator of Colorado 
Cast Bullets, I designed three bullets for 
Major 9 and .38 Super. For several years I 
have used a load consisting of my 164 gr. 
cast bullets sized to .357" with 7 .2 grs. of 
WW 571 powder and a Federal # I 00 
small pistol primer. The lube band of my 
bullet is close to the base so it is com
pletely within the brass. 

This load was used when I won the 
Canadian lPSC National Championship 
in 1988. In fact, Major 9 pistols placed 
first, second and fourth in that match. 

There are no gimmicks, no magnum 
primers, no rifle primers and, best of all, 
there are no flat primers or any signs of 

Introducing Simmons Gold Medal pistol pistol out of your face while tracking a So set your sights on the best. Choose 
scopes. They're shorter, lighter and more target. These recoil-proof scopes have from 7 affordable models. Variable power: 
compact. But these featherweights are as clearer, brighter, camera quality optics and 2-7 and 1112-5. Fixed power: 2 and 4. In black 
tough as they come and deliver awesome minimum POI as well as repeatability or silver finish. 
performance time after time. They come with variable or fixed power, Send $2 for our full-line catalog to: 

They're designed for better arms- and are waterproo( fogproof and shockproof Simmons Outdoor Corp., Dept. 101. 

~,gt!, ,elle[ making ii'""'' 10 keep JO"' 9 SI:J\M: ONS"I4530&W 119 Avenae. Miami FL 33IB6 
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excessive pressure. Due to a tapered case, 
the case capacity of Major 9 becomes 
slightly larger than .38 Super. Other 
advantages of Major 9 include the tapered 
case feeding and extracting better than a 
straight case. The 9mm brass is thicker 
and stronger than the .38 Super. Another 
plus for the Major 9 is the plentiful and 
inexpensive brass. 

If you are thinking of owning a Major 
9, "Ask the man who owns one." If there 
are any questions regarding my experi
ence with the Major 9. please feel free to 
contact me. 

Paul M. Miller 
Colorado Cast Bullets 

2446 Helen Lane 
Montrose, CO 81401 

phone: (303) 249-4227 

Dubious Ayoob Award 
Thank god for Massad Ayoob and his 

Outstanding Achievement and Dubious 
Achievement Awards (July/August 
1990). When I first heard that Lee Atwa
ter was gone, I thought the Republican 
Party was dead in the water, but now 
Massad Ayoob can take over and no one 
will know any different! 

In his Outstanding Achievement 
Awards, he honors Bill Ruger for 
announcing a gun four years before it was 
ready. Why didn't Bill simply wait until 
the gun was ready and t/Jen announce it? I 
seem to remember his XGI Mini-14 in 
.308, promised but never delivered, 
although we did get one in 7.62x39 which 
Bill will only sell with .a five round clip 
to protect us from ourselves. 

Dornaus & Dixon went out of busi
ness because of under-capitalization and 
never shipped the needed magazines with 
the Bren Ten pistols, but Ayoob lists them 
under Outstanding Achievements. Mean
while. Randall Firearms which made the 
finest copy of the 1911-A I ever and in 
left-hand too, gets slammed for going out 
of business for the same reason as D&D. 
At least Randall shipped magazines with 
their guns! 

As long as we're talking about the 
I 9 I I pistol. it is not "the first time this 
classic pistol is drop-safe with a live 
round in the chamber'' as listed under 
Lm·e T/Jose Lawyers Award. Colt fitted 
1911-A I pistols with firing pin blocks as 
far back as WW I I. but the courts weren't 
so commie-lib in those days and no one 
wanted to spend the extra money for a 
design that was idiot proof because, after 
all, everytime they idiot-proof something, 
along come better idiots. 

Other than that, keep up the good 
work. I agree entirely with .I.D. 's hatchet 
job on the S&W. I've seen S&W guns in 
that kind of shape, straight from the fac
tory, and once had a friend who bought a 
Model 29 that literally came apart after a 
.. beating'· of only three cylinder's full. 
This stuff should have never left the fac
tory. It's about time the big boys get a lit-

A- .. ,1,_ .22 LR CALIBER 
.., DOUBLE ACTION d I SEMI AUTO PISTOLS 

--· DESIGNED IN GERMANY 
,_. MADE IN KANSAS CITY, MO 

CLASSIC IN APPEARANCE AND 
MODERN BY DESIGN. All ".22 Pistol 
Classics" feature semi-automatic straight 
blow back double actions. dual safety 
features. and a full one year warranty. 

PK-22 CLASSIC 
8 Rd. Magazine 
6 113" O.L. 
Weight: 22 oz. 

NEW! 

P-98 CLASSIC 
8 Rd. Magazine 
8 118" O.L. 
Weight: 26 oz. 

F'or more information on the ".22 Pistol 
Classics" or the full American Arms line, 
send $3.00 for the 12 page full color 
catalog featuring shotguns, rifles. 
handguns and accessories or; see your 
local dealer. 

~~~~§nc. 
715 E. Armour Rd., Dept. AG09 N. Kansas City, MO 64116 

tie back like they like to give. 
Speaking of the big boys getting back a 

little. why don't you run a story on the 
bloated Blount Inc. trying to stomp little 
Lee Inc. into the ground? The bloated 
Blount Inc. is claiming they own the color 
green and Lee is using green. Well, okay, 
let's add Remington and John Deere to the 
people using green. This is starting to 
sound fun, let's find out who else uses 
green and add them to the list too. 

Well. that's about all for now. 
Douglas P. Bell 

Iowa City, fA 

Make Mine A Smith 
Massad Ayoob. I would have you 

know that I have the highest respect for 
you. Even after taking that antelope in 
Africa with a four-inch Model 629 at 100 
yards, I still respect your integrity. 

I appreciate the insight which you 
gave your readers in regard to Bill 
Ruger's side of the story ("Outstanding 
Achievement Awards." May/June, 1990). 
This is mine: 

Bill Ruger does not speak for me or 
any other gun owner in this country. 
Maybe he should inform his political 
associates that the law abiding citizens 
have had enough punishment that should 
have been administered to the criminal 
element. 

I am not kindly disposed to Colt 

Industries or Colt Firearms or CMC or 
whatever they call themselves. It was a 
mistake to halt the manufacture of AR-
15's and to sell 47% ownership to Con
necticut. I hope the noose fits well. 

I own a Ruger New Model Blackhawk 
in a .45 convertible. J own a stainless 
steel Delta Elite and a blue Detective 
Special. I have no intentions of buying 
anymore. 

From here on out, if Smith & Wesson 
doesn't make it, I don't need it. Thanks, 
Mas, but make mine a Smith. 

Glenn A. Siciliano 
Riverdale. Ga. 

Russian Roulette, Nyet! 
In the climate of glasnost I offer my 

anecdote, laying to rest the base canard of 
Russian roulette that typifies those people 
as insane. 

After WW JI in 1946 it was possible 
in Korea to develop some social friend
ships with Russian officers. After an 
acquaintance of several months I was 
sharing a convivial supper with two Red 
Army majors when the conversation 
turned to Russian roulette. 

I described this idiocy involving a six
shot revolver containing a single car
tridge. Major Vladimiar Podgornov, 
whose colloquial English was fluent, 
laughed at the description. He chatted 
briefly in Russian with the other guests 
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and they too found the idea ridiculous. He 
assured me that they knew of no one who 
played such a game. 

Then my host volunteered a descrip
tion of ·'cuckoo," a game attributed to 
officers in remote garrisons. Dating back 
to Czarist clays. it required a revolver 
alright, but fully loaclecl. 

The Officers' dining room could be 
used late at night for "cuckoo" to settle a 
bet or a dare. A jolly detail from the bar 
would stack mess tables in the center of 
the room until there was just space for a 
men to be seated in chair close to the ceil
ing. Here the ··gunner" precariously 
perched. armed with an old Model 1895 
Nagant 7.62mm revolver with all seven 

~ J" Authorized 
~ Distributor 

.;.:6: :· rr If 
ACCU-COMP "DP-K" 

t"1~t9 VSPS.~~;ri~~0:1!~!1a~1: 1rai1:i: aL~~~hThe~~C~&-1988 
COMP ··~P-K" is very likely 1he mos1 effecrive compensatN & 
barrel available. Its double chamber design features two resrricror 
plates and t\vo exhaust pN!s. Comes complete with Wilson 
match bbl. bushing ready h) be installed by your pis1olsmith. 

W300-38 Ramped .38super $32•t95 
W300-45 45 ACP $299.95 
W001 Wilson Competrtion Match Trooer ........ 17 .50 
W002B Wilson Shok-Buff Buffers. (pkg of 6) .......... 5.95 
W002D Wilson Dix. Shok-Buff Krt 

(Govt/GC or Comm) ........................... 15.95 
W002G Shok-Buff Shock Absorber Krt 

(Govt/GC or Comm) ................................. 5.95 
W0030 Wilson 3-Dot Sight System .................... 35.00 
W006 
W007 
W009B 
W009S 
wo,oc 
wo,oG 

Wilson Ext. Thumb Safety (Blue or S.S.) . 26.95 
Wilson Ext. Slide Release (Blue or S.S.) . 29.95 
Wilson Comm. Style Hammer-blue ......... 26.95 
Wilson Comm. Style Hammer-S.S ......... 27.95 
Comm. Recoil Spring (#12 or #20) ........... 4.50 
Gov't Recoil Spring 
(8,9,10,12,13,15,17,18 or 22#) .................. 4.50 

W011 Wilson Heavy Duty Recoil Spring Krt 

W012C 
W012G 
W019 
W025 

woo, 
W032 
W033 

(Govt or Comm) . . ................................ 7.95 
Wilson-Dwyer Group Gripper-Comm ....... 27.95 
Wilson-Dwyer Group Gripper-Govt.. ... 25.95 
Rogers Magazine Follower & Spring ......... 5.95 
Full Length Guide Rod & Plug 
(Govt or Comm) ....................................... 25.95 
Wilson Ext. Mag Release Button ............. 24.95 
WicMa Adj. Combat Sight.. .. 62.50 
Wilson S.S. Barrel & Bushing Krt 
(Govt or Comm) ....................... 135.00 

W034 Wilson Ext. Combat Ejector .45 .............. 21 .95 
W035 Wilson 6" S.S. Barrel & Bushing Krt .45 145.00 
W035S Wilson 6" S.S. Barrel & Bushing Krt .38 155.00 
wihssR Sane as above RAMPED ...................... 165.00 
W047 Wilson-Roger .45 7rd Magazine .............. 23.95 
W047D Wilson .45 8rd Magazine ............. 27.95 
W047DE Wilson .45 8rd Mag w/ext pad ................ 28.95 
W047N Wilson 10mm 8rd Magazine ................... 27.95 
W057 Bomar DIX BMCS Rear Sight Only .......... 63.00 
W061 Wilson Dix High Visibility Combat Sights 35.00 
W064 W.R. Shok-Buff Recoil System ............... 35.00 
W066 Wilson Beavertail Grip Safety (B or S.S.) 24.95 
W092 Wilson Checkered Mainspring Housing 

woos 
w,oo 
W101 

W102 
W109 
W112 
W124 

(Arched/Flat-Blue/S.S.) ............................ 36.95 
Accu-Comp II Krt . . .......................... 399.95 
Wilson Checkered Front Strap (B or S.S.) 14.95 
Wilson Extractor 
(.45 or .38/70 or 80 series) ...................... 17.95 
Wilson Checkered Slide Stop (B or S.S.) 23.95 
Wilson PPG Bull Barrel Underlug ............ 32.00 
Shaw Mag. Well Funnel (Blue or S.S.) .... 30.00 
WC Accu-Comp LE-K Krt .45/.38/9mm 
(Govt or Comm) ................................... 275.00 

W124GNSWC Accu-Comp LE-K 
Drop-In Compensator Krt .................... 250.00 

W142 Wilson Spc Barrel Link Krt ............. 23.95 
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chambers loaded. 
The lights were turned out, leaving the 

"cuckoo" somewhere in the darkened 
room. It was his duty to scuttle about the 
fioor, calling out cuckoo loudly enough to 
be heard in the next room. The gunner 
fired at the sound intermittently until he 
had used all seven rounds trying to hit the 
invisible, moving target. He was not 
required to fire every time the cuckoo 
sounded off. 

After those seven shots, the game was 
over. A spirited critique followed the 
relighting of the room. The cuckoo hope
fully could brag about his skill as a ven
triloquist as the bullet-riclcllecl furniture 
was examined. The cuckoo could win, 

W143 Wilson Thumb Guard S.S ............................. 14.95 
W148 WC 2pc Guide Rod & Plug (5" or 6") ............ 35.00 
W188 Wilson Mag. Well Funnel (Blue or S.S.) ........ 30.00 
W192 Wilson Ambl. Ext. Safety (Blue or S.S.) ........ 55.00 
W203 WC Full Lgth Guide Rod & Plug w,Gripper 

(Govt or Comm) . .. ....... 35.00 
W251 Wilson .38 Super 1 Ord Magazine .................. 29.95 
W298 Wilson High Grip Beavertail Grip Safety 

(Blue or S.S.) . . . ............ 36.95 
W299 Wilson DIX Comm. Hammer-blue ................. 32.95 
W3()2 Wilson Heavyweight Grips-Silver .................. 52.50 
4SG3 Olympic Shocrting Glasses ...... 19.95 
4001 Nastoff HP-Fully Prepped Hammer .............. 76.00 
4002 McCormick Rectangle Hammer ...... . .. 76.00 
4005 H.P Sear-Fully Prepped .. .. .................. 22.95 
4006 McCormick Trtanium Light Trigger . . ... 29.95 
4011 Shocrting Star 8rd .45 Mag w/pad-blue ......... 21.50 
4013 Shooting Star 8rd .45 Mag w/pad-S.S .......... 24.50 
4015 Shooting Star 8rd/7rd Conv. Krt .45 .............. 10.50 
4018 Shocrting Star 10rd .38spr Conversion Krt .... 10.50 
4020 Shooting Star 1 Ord .38spr Mag. w/pad-blue . 23.95 
4022 Shocrting Star 1 Ord .38spr Mag. w/pad-S.S .. 29.95 
4024 Shocrting Star 9rd 1 omm Mag. w/pad-blue ... 26.95 
4026 Shooting Star 9rd 10mm Mag w/pad-S.S ..... 29.95 
4030 Ed Brown Maxi-Well-blue ............................. 29.95 
4031 Ed Brown Maxi-Well-S.S ............................... 31.95 
4032 Ed Brown Beavertail Grip Safety-blue .......... 29.95 
4033 Ed Brown Beavertail Grip Safety-S.S ........... 31.95 
4034 Ed Brown Comm. Style Hammer-blue .......... 32.95 
4035 Ed Brown Comm. Style Hammer-S.S .......... 35.95 
4037 Ed Brown Heavy Duty Guide Rod ASS"f ....... 25.95 
4042 Ed Brown Beavertail Installation Jig ........... 17 .95 
4043 Ed Brown Ext. Safety-blue.. .. ... 29.95 
4044 Ed Brown Ext. Safety-S.S. . . .. 31.95 
4045 Ed Brown Ambi. Ext. Safety-blue ................. 48.95 
4046 Ed Brown Ambi. Ext. Safety-S.S .................. 54.95 
41 33 MagPack 1 Ord .38spr Comp. Mag-blue ....... 26.95 
4135 MagPack 10rd .38spr Comp. Mag-S.S. .. ... 30.95 
4136 MagPack 10rd .38spr Conversion Krt ............. 9.95 
4149 MagPack 8rd .45 Magazine-blue ................ 22.95 
4150 MagPack 8rd .45 Conversion Krt ........... 8.95 
4154 Videcki Long Blue Steel Trigger .45 ........ 16.95 
4156 Videcki Long Alloy Trigger .45 ...... 16.95 
4158 Videcki Speed Trigger .45 .17.95 
4159 Videcki Gold Cup Width Long Trigger .......... 19.95 
4160 Videcki Gold Cup Width Short Trigger .......... 19.95 
4161 Videcki Ejector. .. ....................... 16.95 
4162 MagPack 8rd .45 Comp. Magazine ............. 25.95 
4166 MagPack ?rd Off Mdl Conversion Krt ............. 8.95 
4183 Pachmayr Flat Checkered Mnspg Housing .. 15.95 
4184 Pachmayr Wide Grip Safety-Comm ......... 33.95 
4185 Pachmayr Wide Grip Safety-Govt.. ... 33.95 
4195 All New S.S. Mag Weight Ftta all 1911 style 

magazines. Weighs • lull 1. 75 oL Comes 
complete wtth mounting screw• ................. 7.00 

All Smith & Alexander $69.95 

even though wounded, if he conned the 
gunner into emptying the revolver. 

lt sounded to me like the kind of "initi
ation" that might also take place in our 
Wild West or perhaps in a Yukon mining 
camp. I had found a humorous legend that 
my Russian hosts didn't find offensive. 

Major Poclgornov was an orphan of 
the 1917 Revolution who grew up in a 
succession of boys military academies to 
enter the Red Army artillery as a teenag
er. He was proud of having help defend 
Stalingrad and having led his battery in 
the break-out. His guns were a mixture of 
75mm (French 75's): some horse-drawn, 
some self-propelled Lenci-Lease, some 
drawn by Russian trucks. 

When he rolled into Vienna with all of 
them intact, they were about smooth 
bore! He was married to the daughter of 
one of the old Marshals who was, I sus
pect, of a much higher rank. He was well
reacl, relaxed, an officer and a gentleman 
for any army. 

Robert T. Sweeney 
Lt. Col. USAF (Ret.) 
San Francisco, Calif. 

Who Gives A Damn? 
I am sure you had enough letters about 

your story on the S& W 625. but I feel I 
am personally involved because l can 
usually count on getting the lemon while 
the gun writers get the perfect examples. 

I had a 625 on order when your story 
came out. I took delivery without much 
hope and left for the range to try it out. 
First five rounds of GI hardball hit point 
of aim, 2" group. Five rounds of 200 gr. 
hanclloacls go into I 1/s". 

I then set up some empty .22 boxes 
and, from a sitting position, hit five 
straight. Figured this pistol, wh.ich works 
every time without half-moon clips, was 
blind luck, so I bought a second one. Jt's 
even more accurate. 

The attitude of S&W, more than the 
quality of their product, is my major con
cern. No American firearms firm that T 
have had contact with gives a damn how 
their products meet the user's needs. The 
letter from S&W in answer to your story 
is a prime example of this attitude. 

I appreciate your courage in publish
ing the story. You have my support and T 
hope writing of this type will help 
improve the quality of American 
firearms. 

Bill L. Schurkens 
Tulsa, Okla. 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER WELCOMES letters 
to the editor of no more than 350 words. Letters 
must include the writer's full name and address. 
Letters must be signed by the writer. Typewritten 
letters are preferred, but legible handwriting is 
acceptable. Send your letters to Speak Out, 
American Handgunner, 591 Camino de la Reina, 
Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 
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GUN LEGISLAFION THE NRA REPORT 

WAYNE LAPIERRE 

FHE NRA'S POLIFICAL ACl'ION ARM 
FLEXES ,rs MUSCLES ON CAPIFAL HILL 

T he Institute for Legislative Action 
may sound like a mouthful. Yet if 
you're a gun owner and haven't 
heard the name, it's time to pay 

heed. The National Rifle Association of 
America's Institute for Legislative Action 
are the folks on the front line when it's 
time to defend your firearms freedoms. 

ILA is the political action arm of the 
NRA. ILA goes to bat for you wherever 
politicians maneuver to undermine your 
right to keep and bear arms. 

Those unfamiliar with the scope of 
ILA's activities are apt to consider us just 
another congressional lobbying group. 
While it's true that some of our most 
attention-riveting victories have occurred 
in the halls of Congress, let me assure 
you that the ILA is much, much more 
than just a presence on Capitol Hill. 

In fact, ILA fights for your firearms in 
cities, counties, and states throughout the 
nation. No anti-gun plot is too small to 
escape our notice. ILA can be fighting 
grassroots brushfires one minute and a 
U.S. Senator the next. 

It takes manpower, mopey and devo
tion to get this huge job done. Yet thanks 
to you, the American gun owner, we're 
still battling and still winning, even 
though the odds grow tougher with every 
passing day. 

I can honestly say that if it wasn't for 
ILA, the growing firearms prohibitionist 
movement would have pushed a weighty 
parcel of bad laws down gun owner's 
throats in recent years. 

We've continued to fight govemment
imposed delays on fireanns purchases, total 
bans on all semi-automatic firearms, restric
tions on the sale of common hunting and 
recreational ammunition, mandatory fiream1 
licensing and registration, and nationwide 
bans on handguns. to name a few. 

ILA is also responsible for legislation in 
36 states that now makes it unlawful for 
animal rights activists to impede or harass 
lawful hunting activities- important legis
lation in light of the growing war on hunt
ing now being waged in concert with 
attacks on your Second Amendment rights. 

Political Action 

We also monitor votes cast by previ
ously elected officials. If a supposedly 
pro-gun lawmaker decides to pull an anti
gun shenanigan, you'll hear about it
and fast. You 'II also know about all pend
ing anti-gun legislation, within ample 
time to bring grass-roots heat on those 
who need to bear it. 

Right now, more than ever before, 
America's firearms rights are in jeopardy. 
"Do-gooder" legislation is trendy, and 
gun laws are the current trend. In an 
effort to track anti-gun activity, ILA 
maintains an office in Washington, D.C. 
and also keeps a number of state liaisons 
busy coast to coast. 

ILA's business is diversified; working 
to insure that your semi-auto shotguns 
remain legal in any number of states, and 
applying pro-gun pressure all the way up 
to the White House- all in a single day. 

ILA also searches for solutions. We're 
responsible for anti-crime measures 

designed to sweep lawbreakers off our 
streets. We want criminals in jail, rather 
than nonsensical laws that undermine 
your Second Amendment rights. 

In this effort we have the support of 
America's police and the majority of 
America's common-sense judiciary. Still, 
the energetic and vocal anti-gun activists 
backed by the power of the press can ram 
through laws over the objections of 
thoughtful, rational leaders. That's why 
our greatest ally is still you, the average 
American gun owner. 

ILA continues to maintain political 
clout because you still care. Your letters, 
telephone calls and contributions to our 
cause helped stem a recent tide of anti
gun activity that threatened to break over 
the American people like a tidal wave. 

Unfortunately, we anticipate more of 
the same in the months and years ahead. 
That's why it's so important for every gun 
owner to join the NRA and throw all their 
available resources into the ILA effort .. 

Divided, we most certainly we will 
fall. United, we can stand as firm as a 
stone wall, ready to protect and preserve 
our cherished Second Amendment. 

If you're ready to take a stand in 
behalf of the right to keep and bear arms, 
consider NRA membership and the 
advantage of these ILA services. 

Bill Status Updates: You'll receive 
local, state and national legislative alerts 

Continued on page 102 

Yet that's not all. ILA screens political 
candidates to determine their views on 
firearms ownership, then reports those 
findings directly to you. the voter. In this 
manner America's 70 million gun owners 
can keep this anti-gun political blight from 
spreading by guaranteeing the source. 
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SILUEFAS 
JOHN TAFFIN 

IHMSA NEEDS TO CHANGE THE RULES 
IF SILHOUEff'ING IS TO STAY ACTIVE 

E ffective April I, 1990: the Pro
duction Gun Price Limit is 
$784.32. This amount is derived 
from multiplying the federal min

imum wage $3.80 by 8 hours per day, by 
21.5 average working days per month, by 
1.2 cost of living factor. Any IHMSA 
approved handgun which has a factory 
recommended retail price of $784.32 or 
lower is now legal for IHMSA Produc
tion category." IHMSA News, April 1990. 

Isn't it about time an end was put to 
this nonsense? 

What does the federal minimum wage 

Whatever the reason for coming up 
with the Price Limit Rule in the first 
place- whether it was to keep silhouet
ting a family sport or if it was to block 
the Freedom Arms revolver from compe
tition- really makes no difference now. 

The rule is ridiculous and does noth
ing to protect the sport. Quite the con
trary, it does much to inhibit the develop
ment of new guns. 

By the time you read this, hopefully 
the members will have voted to abolish 
the price rule and guns will only have to 
be approved by the IHMSA committee to 

Here's a parcel of banned goods- the dreaded Expensive Gun fitted with an 
evil Telescopic Sight. If you buy the IHMSA baloney, these will instantly 
transform you into a crack shot. Actually it's just a Freedom Arms .454 Casu/1. 

have to do with shooting silhouettes? 
How many members in your club earn 

only minimum wage? 
What does eight hours per day and 

21.5 days per month have to do with 
shooting silhouettes? 

A gun that sells for $784.32 is legal 
but one that sells for $784.33 is not! This 
makes not one whit more sense than 
some magazine capacity proposals that 
have arisen on the heels of the "assault 
rifle" debate. 

Even gun people have proposed that 
J 5 rounds in a magazine is good; 16 
rounds is bad. 

Magazine capacities have nothing to 
do with crime and price limits should 
have nothing to do with silhouetting. 

be allowed for competition. IHMSA 
News reports that early indications seem 
to be in favor of abolishing this restrictive 
and unnecessary rule. May it really be so. 

What is difficult to figure is how this 
thing ever got passed in the first place. 

There are still those who believe that 
this rule "protects the sport." Protects it 
from what? 

The only thing it does protect is that 
foolish individual who really believes he 
can become an excellent shooter by buy
ing more expensive guns. 

Perfect scores have been shot with 
Ruger Super Blackhawks and every 
caliber of Dan Wesson: .357 Magnum, 
.41 Magnum, .44 Magnum, .357 Super
Mag, and by now probably the .445 

SuperMag. 
Forties have been shot over, and over, 

and over. What else needs to be done to 
prove that it is the shooter, not the gun? 

Corrupt Legacy 
The rule was originally aimed at the 

Freedom Arms revolver. I know this for 
a fact. 

I was privy to some of what was going 
on behind the scenes. It was l who 
worked with Freedom Arms on making a 
special silhouette revolver and it was I 
who approached the late president of 
IHMSA, Elgin Gates, with the idea of 
producing a Freedom Arms Silhouette 
Model with the IHMSA logo and special 
serial numbers. 

It was also then that I found out about 
the friction between Freedom Arms and 
Gates. Elgin made very few miscues as 
leader of silhouetting. The price rule was 
a major one. 

If the Freedom Arms revolver is better 
than any other gun for shooting silhouettes, 
as some wou.ld have us believe, then why 
hasn't it become the favorite of those who 
shoot silhouettes under NRA rules? 

Just as in lHMSA, Dan Wesson revolvers 
rule in NRA long range silhouetting. 

Scope Rule Needed 
The price rule is the first item that 

needs to be changed. The second is even 
more important as it affects so many 
shooters. lt happened again this past 
week. I ran into another IHMSA long 
range silhouette shooter at the gun show 
who had put his guns up for sale. 

"I can't see the sights anymore!" 
Scopes simply must be allowed for long 
range competition in IHMSA. Silhouet
ting has long been touted as a family 
sport. Now is the time to prove that this is 
really the case. 

Silhouetting is one shooting sport that 
requires a minimum of energy and a 
shooter should be able to compete for 
decades. When one is no longer able to 
actively hunt, silhouettes could still be a 
viable option. 

Unlike some of the action shooting 
sports that require a lot of movement, 
anyone who can still hold up a gun and 
still pull the trigger, can compete. They 
can, that is, if we change the rules to 
allow the use of scopes. 

Silhouetting could easily be a sport 
with three family generations competing at 
the same time if the rules are changed to 
permit one to still compete after one can 
no longer see the iron sights well enough 
to shoot without embarrassing oneself. 

One of the first reactions is that this 
would simply give the better shooters 
an opportunity to win more trophies. 
Absolutely not. 

Scopes are a nuisance for silhouetting, 
but in many cases they are a necessary 
nuisance. The shooter with good eyesight 
gains nothing by going to a scope for 
long range silhouetting. He can already 
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shoot perfect 40's. 
Scopes will not make up for mediocre 

or average shooting. All they will do is 
allow the older shooter to continue to 
compete on an equal basis. 

The answer is so simple. Allow 
,scopes- but a shooter may compete with 
scopes or iron-sights, not both. 

The choice would have to be made at 
the beginning of the shooting season and 
the competitor's card so marked. Once 
the move is made to scopes, one cannot 
go back to iron sights until the following 
year. Then, if that choice is made, only 
iron sights can be used for the next year 
of competition. 

Rules can be set up to allow the shoot
er who suddenly finds his eyesight has 
changed (yes, it does happen) to switch to 
scopes in the middle of the season. 

Changes in targets would not have to be 
made. No extra expense here whatsoever. 

Scopes could also be I imited to l X 
magnification or the Aimpoint or Pro
Point ·'red dot" type of scope. Magnifica
tion is not needed, only clarification of 
the sight picture. 

There are many things to try to keep 
shooting iron sights. such as the King 
Tube Sight, the Merit Adjustable Aperture, 
and even different prescription lenses. 

But the inevitable is definitely 
inevitable. There will come a time with 
nearly every shooter when the ights can 
no longer be seen well enough for compe
tition and a scope will be the only answer. 

The latest issue of IHMSA News 
reports that membership is up with 225 
new members gained ii) the past month. 

Silhouetting was 
originally designated 
as a sport to practice 

for hunting. 

This is good news. Let's keep getting 
new members. But at the same time, let 
us not continue to block out old member 
simply because they have been at it a 
long time. 

More Radical Thoughts 
Since we are thinking radically, maybe 

it is time to take a serious look at the 
IHMSA cour e of fire itself. It is now the 
same as it was in the beginning when the 
only guns we had were the Ruger Super 
Blackhawk and the Smith & Wesson 
Model 29. 

We have new cartridges and new guns. 
but the course of fire is the same. 

All the major sports have changed dra
matically in the past 15 years. Silhouet
ting equipment has, but the course of fire 
has not. 

Perhaps we should consider smaller 
targets, or longer ranges, or a change in 

the sequence such as one of each target at 
each distance. Or, how about something 
as in the Long Range Event at The Mas
ters- firing the tm·gets vertically instead 
of horizontally. That is, firing at all four 
distances each time instead of five shots 
at one prescribed distance. 

Silhouetting was originally designated 
as a sport to practice for hunting. What 
about returning to this idea and setting 
targets at unknown distances? 

Or using partially covered targets? 
NRA Hunter Pistol has very little to do 

with hunting as all targets are perfectly sil
houetted and standing so willingly at pre
scribed distances. The sameness of the 
sport is long overdue for a change. The 
Masters course of fire changes every year. 

Ban The Member 
There is one other rule (well, perhaps 

more) that needs to be removed from 
I.HMSA. This is the rule that allows 
lHMSA to drop any member without cause. 

A rule such as this has no place in the 
IHMSA organization. There should be no 
machinery in place to try to "get" someone. 

Yes, write a rule which allows 
removal of members for cheating or 
unsportsmanlike conduct, but make very 
sure it is one that is not to be taken light
ly and also one that states there must be 
definite reasons and witnesses before 
anyone can be dropped or banned from 
membership and competition. 

TI-lMSA is hurting right now for a per
manent shooting range for holding The 
International competition each year. The 
Western Range is up in the air and not 
entirely suitable anyway because of its 
location which cou lei be unsafe. Or at 
least judged unsafe by the local powers
that-be and shut clown. 

I've never seen the Eastern Range and 
as Will Rogers said: "I only know what I 
read in the papers." 

A permanent range needs to be 
acquired that can be counted upon to be 
ready to go every year. Such a range 
already exists and it is in a location that 
will never be encroached upon by civi
lization. That location is the RA Range 
in Raton, New Mexico. Would it not be 
possible for IH MSA to come together 
with NRA and use the Raton facilities for 
The Internationals every year? 

Silhouetting is a great sport. We have 
seen major progress in guns, ammunition. 
and long range shooting skills because of 
the sport. Those of us who proposed long 
range shooting with a revolver before sil
houetting are no longer looked upon 
somewhat as one whose elevator does not 
go all the way to the top. Silhouetting 
vindicated us. 

Yes, it is a great shooting sport. Let's 
keep it alive and viable. As the IHMSA 
slogan says: "Let's shoot silhouettes." 
But, perhaps it is time to ...... 
shoot them differently. " 
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The 
a 

GUN 
By Mark Moritz 

T his is either a scam. or a great 
leap forward in the development 
of firearms engineering. The 
manufacturer's claims are so 

It's called the Piranha, and it's one of the most 
radical handgun designs of the century. Too bad 
no one can quite figure out what it's for. 

extravagant that you can't help but ---~ 
to type 

are primitive, and 
the trigger is the worst I 

have ever encountered. 
wonder if P. T. Barnum has decided 
to try the gun business. 

"World's Most Accurate Hand
gun,"' says the brochure. 

·'Modern Day Miracle.'· 
"Completely free of any malfunc

tion.'' 
"Lightweight Recoilless Pistol.'. 
"The action of the weapon when it 

functions reduces the recoil in the 
weapon." 

Well, nobody will accuse these folks 
of excessive modesty! Either Newton's 
Laws of Physics have been repealed, it's 
a con game, or something very important 
is going on. 

The inventor, Walter Perrine, insists 
that all the claims are true. I met his 
associate, Joe Smith. at Phoenix's Ben 
Avery Shooting Range. to witness the 
miracle firsthand. 

Let me say this: this is the darnedest 
gun I have ever seen. To my knowledge, 
there is and never has been anything quite 
like it. I am no engineer, but this looks to 
me like a brilliant piece of engineering. 
As for the extravagant claims, let's exam
ine them one at a time. 

but r saw no evidence 
to prove it. Perhaps 
you can prove it with a 

slide rule, but the sales litera 0 

ture offers no evidence of machine rest 
testing. 

Also, in1ri11sic accuracy is only of 
marginal importance in a pistol. Practical 
accuracy is a function of intrinsic accuracy 
(what a gun will do from a machine rest), 
plus good sights, a good trigger. good bal
ance, and a comfortable grip. The latter 
four are most important, by far. 

The grip of the Piranha is comfortable: 
no argument there. The sights on the pro-

The frame is hinged at the rear, opening like a "clamshell." The toggle lock 
moves down into the grip. The barrel is instantly replaceable. 

Since the magazine is forward, in 
the manner of the Broomhandle 
Mauser. the balance is all wrong. As 
a gun. the Piranha is horrid. As a 
concept. it deserves further examina
tion. 

Is the Piranha really 
·'lightweight''? Well, the proto
type I shot weighed around three 
pounds! It is in the same weight 

class as the Wildey and the Desert 
Eagle. and the weight is all forward of the 
trigger guard. ·•Lightweight" it is not. 

Is it recoilless? The toggle action 
moves down into the handgrip. which in 
theory redirects the recoil downward and 
strengthens the grip. I confess, felt recoil 
was non-existent. but what would you 
expect? The pistol I fired was chambered 
in 9111111, hardly a ·'kicker." Perhaps the 
action really does eliminate recoil, but 
without a much lighter gun, or a much 
more powerful cartridge. who can tell? 

Is the Piranha "completely free of mal
function"? Let's get real. o machine is 
failure-proof. I observed at least one 
stovepipe, and a failure to feed, using fac
tory hardball ammo. All modern gun 
designs arc so reliable as to be incredible. 
There is no evidence to suggest that the 
Piranha is any better or worse. 

The Piranha boasts interchangeable bar
rels and calibers, in a matter of seconds. 
As preposterous as that sounds, it is true. 
The frame is hinged at the rear of the grip 
area, and opens like a clamshell. The bar
rel just lifts out, and can be replaced with 
one of a different length. or caliber. 

In order to change calibers, a change 
of bolt face would be necessary too 
(except for calibers like 9mm, .38 Super, 
.380, and .41 Action Express). There is 
no reason f can see why the bolt could 
not also be quickly changeable. 

It was Phoenix police officer Allen 

20 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER • SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1990 



Dyer who came up with the phrase that 
stops engineers in their tracks: ··very 
nice, but wl,a(s itforT 

What is its purpose, and why does it 
fill that purpose better than other guns on 
the market? It appears that the Piranha is 
not uited to hol. ter carry, because or the 
forward-mounted magazine. It is there
fore out or the question for police or mili
tary use. It is not suitable for conceal
ment. Even if it were much smaller, the 
forward magazine would preclude that. 

Hunting? Possibly. Size docs not 
make much difference to hunters, and a 
.44 Magnum Piranha might find a market. 

I asked Joe Smith what they perceived 
as the appropriate market. .. Home 
defense."' he said. ·'[t 's perfect ror the 
ladies." 

Home defense? A three pound gun for 
women? 

'·Yes, because it doesn't recoil. We 
have had women who hate to shoot other 
guns. because they can't stand the kick, 
and they love the Piranha. because it 
doesn't kick.'' It's a novel concept, but I 
can't buy it. I have never heard of a 
shooter objecting to the puny recoil of a 
9mm. If recoil were a problem, then a 
one-pound weight glued to the frame of a 
Browning Hi-Power would do the trick. 

I think the Piranha is a joke as a 
police, military, or home defense gun. 
However. I do not think it is useless. The 
clamshell design, and the interchangeable 
barrels and calibers are far too innovative 
too ignore. I believe that the Piranha 
action may be perfectly suited to a 
"Thumper." What is a "Thumper"? 

Jeff Cooper conceiv'ed the idea of a 
.. Thumper" for military use. Current mil
itary doctrine holds that a soldier does not 
need to worry about hitting beyond 200 
yards. If that is true. then. instead of issu
ing a .223 carbine. let's give him a short, 
light shoulder weapon chambered for the 
.44 AutoMag. 

Recoil would be about on a par with 
the .30 Russian round. The Piranha 
would make a tcrri fie Thumper, in about 
a six pound carbine. If the recoil reduc
tion feature actually works as advertised. 
so much the better. 

The mechanism is extraordinarily 
simple. even more so than the Kalash
nikov. Field maintenance and repair 
would be easy. 

For that matter, there is not a decent 
submachine gun on the market. Don't 
tell me about the H&K MPS; it is a 
11i11e pound 9mm, for goodness' sake! 
The MPS is way too big and heavy for 
its caliber. How about adapting the 
mechanism to a four pound submachine 
gun that converts in seconds from 9mm 
to L0mm to .41 AE to .45 ACP? 

The Piranha mechanism has great 
promise. Here·s hoping some savvy gun 
company will pick up the patents at a fair 
price to the inventor. and ...... 
run with the idea. ~ 

PRACTICE, PRACTICE, PRACTICE. 
Seeing him first is only half the job, so make sure you are 
right on target with a quality pistol scope from Pentax. For 
great scores, memorable hunts, and successful shots, 
remember: Practice and Pentax makes perfect. 
Pentax fixed 2x pistol scope shown. 

Manufacturers of: Binoculars • Monoculars • Cameras • Lenses • Video Equipment • Rifle Scopes • Pistol Scopes 

35 Inverness Drive East, Englewood. CO 80112 

GLOC~®INC. • P.O. Box 369 • Smyrna, GA 30081 • (404) 432-1202 
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WHAT'S NEW THE LATEST PRODUCTS FOR THE SERIOUS HANDGUNNER 

Falcon Target Barrels 

Falcon Machining offers two new barrels 
for High Standard .22 target pistols pro
duced from original High Standard pro
cess operation sheets. The aluminum 
barrels are built around a button rifled 
chrome moly steel liner and are 
designed to compensate for the added 
weight of a scope and mount. 

The steel barrels are made from 
Shilen chrome moly match grade blanks, 
and are button rifled and hand lapped. 
Both versions are hand chambered for 
. 22 short or .22 LR, lengths range from 
4112'' to 16" and prices start at $110. 

For more information, write to Falcon 
Machining Ltd., 148 Aspinwall St., West
bury, NY 11590 or call (516) 334-307 4. 

p 
New Hornady 9mm Bullet 

Hornady now produces a heavier 147 
gr. hollowpoint bullet for 9mm pistols. 
The new bullet has a reduced diameter 
base so that it will not interfere with the 
taper of the 9mm cartridge. 

Though the bullet seats deeper than 
a HP or FMJ and therefore slightly 
restricts the powder that can be loaded, 
the 14 7 gr. performs in the 750 to 1200 
fps velocity range using fast-burning 
powder. The heavier bullet weight 
should offer deeper penetration without 
over-expansion . 

For more information, see your local 
Hornady dealer or send for the new 
1990 Hornady catalog at Hornady 
Manufacturing Co., Box 1848, Grand 
Island, NE 68803. 

· Wilson DP-K Comp Kit 

The new Wilson Accu-Comp "DP-K" barrel and compensator kit comes with a Wil
son 55/s'' stainless match barrel, bushing set, and double chamber compensator. 
The renowned twin-port comp of the Wilson Super Grade pistol is the most effective 
around, according to the maker. 

I I 

The Accu-Comp drop-in kit 
'::'-1:--.i I features two restrictor plates 

and two exhaust ports as well 
as a compensator-mounted 
post front sight. Available in 

~----------------~.45 ACP and ramped .38 
Super, the new kit is easy to install, however, Wilson recommends it be installed by 
a competent pistolsmith. 

For a complete color catolog, send $3 to Wilson's at P.O. Box 578, Dept. AH, 
Berryville, AR 72616 or contact your local Wilson dealer. 

Caspian Arms Match Barrel 

Caspian Arms announces a new .38 Super match barrel. The new barrel is a .38 
Super "supported chamber" ramped barrel that is heat treated and button broached. 

For more information on Caspian Arms line, write Caspian Arms, 14 North Main 
St., Dept. AH, Hardwick, VT 05843. 

CASEY CLIFFORD 

GML Fashion Holster Bag 

This new top-grain leather handbag 
with matching liner offers a Velcro® 
sealed compartment with holster to con
ceal a handgun with up to a 4" barrel. 

The straps are reinforced with steel 
mesh to prevent theft by cutting. 
Handbag size is 12112'' by 11" and color 
choices are black, grey, taupe, tobacco, 
navy, light denim and bone white. One 
leather holster is included with each 
bag. Suggested retail is $99.95. 

For more information, write to GML 
Products, 1634A Montgomery Highway, 
Suite 196, Birmingham, AL 35216. 

S&A Hi-Grip Safety 

Smith & Alexander have added a new 
grip safety to their fine line of 1911 
accessories. Available in blue (4140) or 
stainless (17-4 ph), the new grip safety 
allows as high a grip as possible, rela
tive to the centerline of the bore, help
ing to minimize weapon rotation and 
muzzle rise. 

The Hi-Grip will retrofit to guns 
already fitted with Wilson grip safeties 
without further frame or finish modifica
tions and is available for $34.95 from 
Smith & Alexander, P.O. Box 835790 
Dept. AH, Richardson, TX, 75083, 
phone (214) 231-6084. 
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Bull-X Inc. announces a new 147 gr. 
Flat Point in three different sizes; .356" 
for 9mm, .357" for .38 Super, and .358" 
for .38 Special and .357 Magnum. 

The flat point is known for its 
accuracy and excellent feeding, work
ing well in both autos and revolvers. 
Bull-X offers bullets in most handgun 
calibers. For more information write 
Bull-X, P.O. Box 182, Dept. AH, 
Farmer City, IL 61842 or for orders 
call 1-800-248-3845. 

Handgunneri Hunting Editor 
Inducted Into Hall ofFame 

Introduction into the Handgun Hunters 
Hall of Fame is the single most presti
gious honor that a handgun hunter can 
hope to attain. However, the purpose of 
the Hall's existence goes beyond honoring 
individual hunters. By calling attention to 
the achievements of selected men and 
women, the Hall of Fame promotes hand
gun hunting and demonstrates handguns 
are legitimate sporting arms. 

J. D. Jones, Handgun Hunting Editor 
of American Handgunner is most 
famous for his development of the SSK 
Handcannons and the line of JDJ wild
cat calibers. J.D. 's custom Contenders 
and proprietary cartridges have made it 
possible for thousands of other handgun 
hunters to successfully hunt the largest 
game all over the world. 

Past recipients of the Hall of Fame 
Award are Bob Good (1984); Lucky 
Nightingale (1985); Jim Hebert (1987); 
Greg Murtland ( 1988); and Dale A. 
Kelling ( 1989). 

For information on becoming a mem
ber of the Handgun Hunters Museum 
and Hall of Fame, write to Membership 
Director, HHMHF, Dept. AH, 41302 
Executive Drive, Mt. .._... 
Clemons, MI 48045. -., 

AVAILABU 
FREE 

/ . . ._,1{?[L:.,,..=--=-;.;.-:.:.-I~~~~-
' .. ,11~ .. :t .., ..... 

• CUSTOM GUNS 
• TRITIUM SIGHTS 

") 

1-Jl«JS 
IE.NERY 
FCfl 14'.lST 

GUNS 

SPECIALIZING IN CUSTOM CONVERSIONS FOR: 
• COLT/SPRINGFIELD ARMORY & CASPIAN AUTOS 
• PYTHON/RUGER & SMITH DOUBLE ACTIONS 

D .t. MIDDlEBt0OKS-PISTOlSMITH 
Rt. 1, Box 112-C Surry, Va. 23883 

TEL.(80~)357-088/ 
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LEATHAM'S COLUMN 
ROB LEATHAM 

AH, GRASSHOPPER, MASTER TEACH 
YOU TO SHOOT, NOT TO BEAT HIM 

I have witnessed the emergence of a 
new star. Only on a few occasions in 
a lifetime does one get the opportu
nity to see something so astounding. 

Sounds like Billy Graham a bit, don't 
you think? Lest you start thinking I have 
suddenly seen the light and am busily 
packing my bags to go to Heaven, I had 
better explain. 

To the best of my knowledge it was in 
1988 at the Virginia State Indoor Cham
pionships that 1 first met one snotty-nosed 

The date came for this class and I was 
actually more interested to see if he 
would put in the effort rather than if he 
was a good shot, as that was already 
obvious. I see lots of talent out there. but 
with little drive to improve. This kid 
would soon prove that he could rise 
above the rest. 

He had somethi.ng not often found in a 
student: the ability to listen and observe 
instruction, even if the lesson was not 
understood. J could go over his head and 

The student became the teacher when 21-year-old Doug Koenig whipped his 
mentor, Rob Leatham, in the 1990 Bianchi Cup. Ironically, Doug shot tl.e same 
gun that Rob used in '85 to win his Cup, a frank Glenn custom S&W .38 Spl. 

19-year-old runt kid shooter named Doug 
Koenig (pronounced K-nig). Apparently 
this young man was destined to become a 
great shooter if you were to believe those 
who had seen him shoot. 

He came from the familiar Hoser 
Mold, that being someone able to shoot 
extremely fast yet lacking somewhat in 
the accuracy department. As the match 
progressed it became readily apparent 
that this kid was indeed very fast. In fact, 
it appeared to many that he may actually 
have true potential if he was willing to 
assert himself. 

I do not remember the results of that 
particular event other than somehow a 
lesson had been arranged for him to come 
out to Arizona to see what he was really 
capable of. 

still keep his attention and interest. This 
is one of the marks of one who can learn. 

He was willing to do what he was 
told, even if the benefit was not yet obvi
ous. And he did listen and observe and 
learn. Above all else, he learned to teach 
himself. 

Many times a student tries to put a 
ladder of progression ahead of himself, 
when what is needed is simply to be 
pointed in the right direction to travel. 
The trick is to avoid the same pitfalls of 
those who have preceded you, thus learn
ing from the mistakes of others. The kid 
learned fast. 

Soon the student was beyond the aver
age level of instruction; he knew· how to 
shoot, now he needed to shoot. This is the 
hardest part of any learning process as no 

one can do it for you. You must experi
ence the school of hard knocks, learn the 
lessons they teach you and go on. 

There also must be a burning desire to 
excel, not only against the other competi
tors, but also against yourself. You are 
truly learning when you find your stiffest 
competition comes from within. 

Many discussions were had between 
the student and instructor and to my great 
satisfaction the student began asking 
intelligent and pertinent questions, and in 
a very short time. 

Soon the student was able to test the 
teacher; the final phase of learning and 
the most difficult for both in this educa
tional relationship. 

By the time the calender had rolled over 
a couple of times, the student had broken 
into the top ranks of competition, becom
ing a true threat for a major victory. This of 
course came as no surprise to the instruc
tor, as I has seen greatness present from the 
beginning, but I also knew it would take 
much more than that to get there. 

So, now comes the 1990 National 
Rifle Association Action Pistol Champi
onships, held every year in Columbia, 
Mo., at Ray Chapman's Academy. This is 
the melting pot of various shooting disci
plines. You get the PPC shooters, the 
IPSC shooters, even a few bullseye and 
silhoueue types all trying to get that pres
tigious cup- many have come and tried 
but few have succeeded. 

Yet 1990 was to be a banner year for 
competition. Nearly all the greats were in 
attendance. Mickey Fowler, the incredible 
shooter who literally owned the match in 
earlier years, (we affectionately called 
this the Mickey Fowler Invitational) was 
back again as was my odds-on favorite to 
win, two-time champion John Pride. 

Other headliners included the brothers 
Gilmore and company, always strong per
formers. My buddy Brian Enos, the 
inventor of the current scoped revolver 
fad that propelled him to a pair of Cups, 
was back along with other great shooters. 

It was interesting to note how many 
good scores had been shot during the 
years. In the early Eighties, a score of 
1900 or better (possible is 1920) was con
sidered excellent and in fact was good 
enough to win a number of titles. Back 
then John Bianchi offered a flat $5,000 to 
anyone breaking into the impossible 
dream of his 1900 Club. He quickly dis
solved that prize when the scores rose to 
meet the challenge of the course of fire. 

But the last few times out it was 
apparent that a score more than a few 
points off perfect would leave you out of 
the hunt. Last year, winner Lemoine 
Wright shot a good tally of 1914 in a year 
the heroes were predicting a clean 1920 
to win. But it was not yet to be. 

The target used at this match is inter
esting in that the scoring rings are as fol
lows: four-inch X-ring used for breaking 
ties, eight-inch I 0-ring, twelve-inch 8-
ring and the rest of the target scores a 5. 
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SHOOTING STAR MAGS 
CHOICE OF CHAMPIONS 
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COP FALK 
MASSAD AYOOB 

POSJ'-SHOOJ'ING TRAUMA IS A VERY 
REAL PROBLEM FOR SOME OFFICERS 

T he socio-psycholo.gical firestorm 
that follows a police action 
shooting is known to any who've 
been through it. A soldier who 

kills in the line of duty is rewarded; he 
has done what he's there to do and has 
fulfilled both his mission of the day and 
the greater good of his cause. He gets 
medals. 

Every time a cop drops the hammer, 
though, it's My Lai. Someone comes 
out of the woodwork charging exces
sive force and wrongful death in even 
the most righteous shooting. The story 
is often twisted by the time the media 
renders it, and people believe the por
trayal of Dirty Harry police brutality 
when .in fact the event may have been a 
clean shooting. Charged, sued, and 
investigated by everyone including his 
own kind, the officer undergoes a brutal 
identity crisis. 

Some people pack it in after an on
the-job shooting. A great many more 
adjust. A lot of them come out of it 
stronger. But no one ever comes out 
exactly the same. 

Post Shooting BS 
The cops who have to face it have 

enough to deal with. They don't need BS 
about the matter dumped on them, but the 
fact is, the field is rife with BS about Post 
Shooting Trauma that comes from two 
directions. 

From one side comes the sophomoric 
Psyche 101 belief that the killing of a 
human being under any circumstances 
will give you so many guilt trips you'll 
qualify for frequent flyer. 

Never mind that the deceased was 
about to sink a knife into an innocent vic
tim the moment you shot him, this theory 
goes, just expect to be plunged into black 
depression and prepare yourself for a 
long bout of marital troubles, alcoholism, 
and total personality change. 

But don't worry, you'll probably be 
despondent enough to commit suicide 
before long anyway. 

That is a crock. Guilt is almost never 
the operative dynamic in Post Shooting 
Trauma. I am absolutely convinced that 
the syndrome is less a reaction to having 
killed. than a reaction to society"s reac
tion to your having killed. 

The fact is that we live in a society 
that often treats a cop who had to fire his 
service gun as some sort of a killer rogue. 
When you are punished for doing some-

thing you had to do, it hurts. This is Post 
Shooting Trauma. 

Macho Man Syndrome 
From the other side comes a refusal to 

understand the societal differences 
between police shootings and military 
battle, to insist that there's no such thing 
as PST and anyone who feels badly about 
the aftermath of a shooting is obviously a 
neurotic weakling. 

Consider the following excerpt from a 
column in a recent gun magazine: "And 
now we discover that one of our east 
coast gunwriters is planning to introduce 
POT (Post Operational Trauma) to Eng
land on a lecture tour. It seems to us that 
the long-suffering English shooters have 
more than enough problems without 
being introduced to largely imaginary 
new ones." 

The author of that column (a west coast 
gunwriter) had missed a couple of signifi-
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cant points. I was the lecturer he spoke of. 
We didn't have time for anything imagi
nary so the training concentrated on the 
very real and documented dynamics and 
symptoms of post-gunfight stress. 

Second, I didn't introduce them to the 
subject. They had been introduced to it by 
a series of gun battles. What I introduced 
them to were proven coping mechanisms. 

Item: Armed British detectives con
verge on a pair of suspects, not realizing 
that one is a deliberately planted decoy 
who resembles the highly dangerous gun
man they are seeking. When he makes a 
movement they reasonably interpret as 
going for a gun, they shoot him. They are 
brutally pilloried by the public for this 
"mistaken identify shooting." 

Item: Three English thugs who 
haven't read American anti-gun propa
ganda and don't realize they aren't sup
posed to have guns, initiate an armed rob
bery using two autoloading shotguns and 
a .357 Magnum. 

A single, heroic armed bobby guns 
down the three of them in a face to face 
shootout, killing two. It is probably the 
greatest feat of arms in the history of 
British policing. Is this constable showered 
with heroism awards? No, he is criminally 
charged in the killings and undergoes a 
gruelling trial before being acquitted. 
Despite multiple death threats after the 
gunfight, he is refused permission to carry 

Continued on page 7 I 
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INSIGHTS INTO IPSC 
DAVE ANDERSON 

99% RE&IABl&ll'Y IS NOTHING T'O 
CROW ABOUT' WITH A COMBAT' GUN 

Probably the thing I like best 
about IPSC is the opportunity it's 
provided to meet and become 
friends with a lot of fine people. 

So the thing I like least is seeing shooters 
quit the sport after competing in a few 
matches and not improving their scores. 

People have their own motives for 
competing, of course. St,me are primarily 
concerned with improving gun-handling 
skills. Some enjoy the opportunity to 
socialize and really don't much care 
about match scores. 

But most people take some notice of 
the score and it can be most discouraging 
to read match scores from the bottom up 
month after month. 

There can be many reasons for lack of 
improvement: insufficient grounding in 
the basics of shooting, lack of proper 

Even some gunwriters seem to share 
this belief. Recently I read an article on 
an autopistol that gave 99% reliability, 
which the author said was "something to 
crow about." 

Something to crow about? An average 
of one malfunction every hundred 
rounds? lf one of my guns was producing 
99% reliability I'd fix it, trade it, or chuck 
it in the lake. 

Ninety-nine percent (99%) is com
pletely unacceptable. 

What sort of reliability should you 
expect? Here are a couple of examples. 

Torture Test 
One of my best friends is an armorer 

for a major police agency. Awhile back 
his department was testing various 
9mm 's for use by certain units, and Tony 

When Jerry Barnhart shoots, he demands nothing less than 100% functioning. 

practice, inability to handle match pres
sure. But I'm convinced that one of the 
most common problems is much more 
basic and mundane. 

It's simply this: equipment that 
doesn't work. 

Jam-A-Matics 
l know shooters who have been com

peting for years and still almost never get 
through a match without a gun malfunc
tion. No one can shoot well with unreli
able equipment. Even when the gun does 
work, the possibility that it might not is 
always on one's mind, distracting from the 
concentration needed to fire a good score. 

There seems to be an attitude with 
many shooters that a certain level of mal
functions is normal and inevitable; that 
no matter what you do the autopistol is 
going to choke now and then so you may 
as well get used to it. 

had the job of firing I 0,000 rounds 
through a SIG-Sauer P-226 to check for 
frame or slide failure. (Tough job, right?) 

After shooting 3,000 rounds Tony's 
thumb couldn't handle loading mags any 
more so he asked for some volunteers. 
Four of us showed up at the range, while 
Tony arrived with the gun, ten 15-shot 
mags, and 6,000 rounds of ammunition 
(115 gr. JHP's at 1,250 fps). 

He also brought a couple of extra bar
rels, having found that waiting for the 
barrel to cool was taking too much time. 
Each shooter in turn fired 150 rounds 
while the rest loaded mags. We rotated 
barrels every 150 rounds. 

After 750 rounds, Tony would clean 
the gun, carefully check for worn or bro
ken parts, clean the barrels, and the cycle 
would start all over. Five and a half hours 
later all 6,000 rounds were gone. No mal
functions. 

Tony fired the last 1,000 rounds back 
at the armory, using a Ransom Rest and 
chronograph to check accuracy and 
velocities. 

In the entire 10,000 rounds there was 
not one single malfunction. 

A few years ago I fired 200 rounds a 
day, five days a week, through a Colt 
Gold Cup .45 ACP for five months, keep
ing records of each day's results. The gun 
was lubricated at the start of each day's 
shooting and the plan was to clean it once 
a week, though a couple of times it went 
2,000 rounds without cleaning. 

This is rather abusive treatment, but 
the gun nevertheless went through 
between 17-18,000 rounds without a mal
function. I didn't keep records on that 
gun before or after that time period, so 
the actual number of rounds without a 
failure is actually much more- 25 to 
30,000 at a conservative estimate. 

Another example: editor Cameron 
Hopkins reported recently in his Industry 
Insider column that Winchester rep Paul 
Nowak had run 37,000 rounds through a 
Glock 17 with perfect functioning. I see 
no reason to doubt Nowak's claim. 

New Standards 
What's happened is that standards for 

reliability have increased in the last decade 
or so. Competition among shooters makes 
for better shooters, and competition among 
gunmakers makes for better guns. 

Currently gunmakers are fighting for a 
share of the big U.S. police market as 
more and more agencies switch to the 
autopistol. In order to play in that league, 
the gun has to work. 

To compete in today's market, compa
nies have to stress things like ergonomics, 
ease of maintenance, safety, quality of 
sights and trigger pull. Reliability is taken 
for granted. 

The point of all this is that autopistols 
do work, and if yours doesn't it's not 
because you did something bad in a pre
vious life. 

Making an lPSC gun reliable takes a 
bit of effort on your part, including (I) 
tuning the gun for the demands of compe
tition (2) using quality magazines (3) 
using good ammunition (4) proper lubri
cation and (5) scheduled maintenance. 
Let's look at each area, using the popular 
191 I style pistol as an example. 

Gunsmithing Kinks 
It's irritating to hear that a factory-new 

gun needs gunsmithing right out of the 
box. Actually it may work just fine, and 
certainly you'll want to fire 500 rounds or 
so before spending any money. 

But auto pistols are made to use jack
eted factory ammo, and few will be fired 
1,000 times in a year. Competitors usual
ly shoot reloads with lead bullets (at least 
for practice); 1,000 rounds in a week isn't 
unusual. 

For such severe usage the cost of a 
reliability tune-up is well worth it. The 
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procedure most pistolsmiths follow with 
the 1911 pistol is something like this: 
throat barrel and lower ejection port (if 
not done at the factory); replace collet 
bushing with a fitted solid bushing; polish 
feedramp, barrel throat, and breechface; 
polish and adjust extractor; check fit and 
function of ejector, slide stop, firing pin 
stop, magazine catch, safety plunger lllbe, 
and all safety devices; and match all 
springs to the loads to be used. 

Smiths who specialize in custom 1911 
pistols usually have a "street package" or 
"basic combat package" that includes a reli
ability tune-up plus high visibility sights, a 
trigger job, sometimes an extended safety 
and bevelled mag well for around $200-
$300. These packages are one of the best 
values in the custom gun field. 

Buy Quality Mags 
When buying magazines for the 1911 

pistol it's best to avoid the three-for-$20 
specials and spend a little more for quali
ty products. 

Some popular makes include Colt, 
Mag-Pack, Metalform, Pachmayr, Shoot
ing Star, and Wilson. Every mag should 
provide flawless feeding, lock the slide 
back if the gun is empty, and eject freely 
from the gun under it's own weight 
whether the slide is forward or back. 

Most competitors set aside five or six 
mags strictly for match use, so they aren't 
always getting dropped and stepped on in 
practice. But practice mags should be test
ed and maintained as well, for if they don't 
work you won't have faith in your equip
ment, nor will you be able to isolate and 
correct errors that result from other factors. 

If you have any mags that aren't reliable, 
you can always take them to a gunshow and 
sell them on special, three-for-$20. 

Reloads Are Crucial 
Guns and magazines often get blamed 

for problems that are actually the result of 
poor reloads. Novice shooters are often 
beginners at reloading as well, at least 
reloading for the autopistol. 

Some of the most common errors 
include: using dirty or corroded brass; 
using worn out brass with burrs and dents 
on the casehead and extraction groove; 
high primers as a result of dirty primer 
pockets or incorrect setting of a progres
sive loading tool; insufficient case mouth 
belling, causing lead shavings while seat
ing bullets; using inappropriate powders 
or bullet designs; bullets seated too deep, 
or not deep enough; and failing to use a 
moderate taper crimp. 

Since there are so many variables 
involved, the be t advice I can give is to 
consult with several experienced shooters 
in your club for recommendations on 
powder and bullet selection, and for help 
in adjusting the seating and crimp dies. 

Proper lubrication starts with a high 
quality lubricant. The lube shouldn't 
freeze up at low temperatures nor burn 

Continued on page 116 
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PISl'OLSMll'HING 
~---------------__..JOHN LAWSON 

THE LUGER IS STEEPED IN NOSTALGIA 
YET THE FIRST 9MM STILL PERFORMS 

E arly in 1904, Deutsche-Waffen. 
und-Munitions Fabriken, makers 
of the Luger. chambered some 
pistols for a new cartridge, the 

9mm Parabellum. 
(Para/Jet/um is Latin and means "for 

war." It comes from the Latin quotation, 
Si vis pacem, para/Jellum which means, 
"If you desire peace, prepare for war.") 

Both ogival and flat pointed conical 
bullets seated in the tapered case, blown 
out from the original bottlenecked .30 
cartridge case, feed well from the steep 
angled grip frame. The Imperial German 
Army and Navy were excited about the 
new 9mm round and both immediately 
adopted the Luger in that cal-
iber as their official sidearm. 

As years passed, the Luger 
became the most widely dis-
tributed military pistol and the 9mm Para
bellum, or 9mm Luger, cartridge is still 
the most popular pistol and submachine 
gun caliber in the world. 

Luger Configurations 
Immediately after the Luger's adop

tion, pistol and barrel length variations 
for different service branches began to 
appear. One 1904 Navy version had a 
5.8" barrel with the fixed sight on the rear 
toggle link replaced by an adjustable 
sight graduated to 200 meters. 

An Artillery version of 1908 with an 
8" barrel had a ramp front and an 
adjustable rear sight, both mounted on the 
barrel for less shot-to-shot deviation of 
line of sight/line of bore. 

The tangent sliding wedge locked into 
graduations from I 00 to 800 meters. 
(874.4 yards!) This 800 meter graduation 
is wishful thinking for accurate aimed 
fire, but the Artillery model was issued 
with a 32 round snail drum to NCO's of 
machine gun units for the specific pur
pose of laying down zone-fire with stan
dard pistol ammunition while a belt was 
being changed in the '08 Maxim gun. 

This pistol is a spray and pray proposi
tion with pistol velocity ammunition at 
200 meters, and often sub-sonic rounds 
will not function the action. 

But, firing off-hand with submachine 
gun rounds, it will consistently clink into 
an 8" plate. Using circa 1930 carbine car
tridges and modern handloads to major 
level (at 40,000 p.s.i.) will keep hits in a 4" 
circle, if you don't flinch thinking about 
rifle pressures in a 70 year old pistol! 

Bench resting the Artillery model 

won't do much better than off-hand, 
because the acorn-shaped sights are 
exceedingly difficult to align uniformly. 

The 1914-18 military and 1920 com
mercial Lugers are a logical choice for 
modification because they don't excite 
collectors for a variety of reasons. Many 
of this genre of pistol were assembled 
from spare parts or were battlefield pick
ups modified for commercial export by 
basement shops. Despite their humble 
beginnings and mismatched parts, these 
pistols can usually be modified to become 
accurate shooters and a basic platform for 
exotic modifications. 

One of the first custom modifications 

w a s 
the Vickery .22/30 
wildcat, consisting 
of a premium .22 
cen terfire barrel 
blank turned and 
chambered to a necked down ver
sion of the .30 Luger round. In the 
days before the .22 Jet or the .221 Fire
ball, this modification zapped countless· 
varmints and put rabbit meat on many 
dinner tables. It was a varmint hunter's 
dream and a Luger fancier's delight. 

Over the years, I've made up a num
ber of "Super Navy" conversions with an 
adjustable rear sight and a 6" custom 
tube, but the incessant battering of the 
rear link against the frame transmits the 
blow to fragile adjustable sight parts. 

The "Super Artillery" with an 8" tube 
and an adjustable rear sight on the barrel is 
a more accurate and mechanjcally feasible 
proposition. The longer bull barrel does 
require loading the ammunition right to 
the red line for consistent functioning. A 
shorter 6" barrel somewhat mitigates this 
problem and allows use of normal level 
pistol ammunition in most cases. 

Shooting A Luger 
The Luger's recoil is different than 

that of other autoloading pistols. It feels 
like a gentle rearward push, without 
torque or side movement. The toggle's 
weight coming to a stop upward and to 
the rear effects unlocking and cycling 
without the mass and weight of a slide. 

Chamber pressure has dropped to zero 
before the Luger's toggle climbs the 
ramp and begins to unlock the action. 

You can easily verify this by removing 
the extractor and firing a round. The 
spent case will not blow back out of the 
chamber, though it can be easily 
removed with a fingernail. This feature 
made it an obvious choice for silenced 
pistols used for clandestine purposes. 

Existing parts of a 1920 or WW J pis
tol can often be used as the basis of a 
modification. or the weapon can be kept 
in original condition by adding a modi
fied "cannon," or complete top section. 

Interchangeability of parts and finding 
suitable parts to use is becoming a prob
lem. ln a recent conversion, I bought 
three parts to find one useable piece. 
Some aftermarket parts are available that 
work properly, but every part added will 
have to be fitted for certainty of function. 

The trigger mechanism is especially 
tricky. While it is possible to fit one up 
like a high-grade target pistol's letoff, the 
safety may not work properly, or an 
unlocked pistol may fire when dropped. 
Some have been known to fire full-auto 
with terrifying results. It's best to stay with 
the original design, though some improve
ment can be made in trigger release. 

Magazines are 
another problem. I've 
had poor luck these 
past few years in find
ing modern maga

zines that function 
consistently. lock the action 

open and lock up into the frame 
at the proper position for reliable 

feed. I usually buy a pocketful 
and sort through them, di. -

carding the unusable ones. 
World War II maga

zines work reliably, but 
are only available at 
collector prices, so the 
aftermarket ones usual-

1 y have to be utilized. 
I've personally had better 

luck with the stainless variety than with 
the blued, but these are hard to find at 
gun shows. I would suggest buying a 
good supply when they are available. 

If the blued magazines work properly, 
they will usually function without prob
lems for a long time. But, any magazine 
must be considered expendable, as with 
any pistol. 

When I went to Elementary School in 
the I 930's, most of the boys wanted a 
Luger. As one friend put it, the pistol 
looks like it's going 100 miles an hour 
when it's standing still. 

During those long ago depression 
years, I often crawled into my bed under 
the eaves and fell asleep listening to the 
rain on the roof and dreaming of a barrel 
blank turning in a bench lathe, smoking 
blue chips curling away from the cutting 
tool as a custom Luger barrel took shape 
before my eyes. I still have that dream 
often, because the Luger is still one of my 
favorite pistols for ..... 
modification. ~ 
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AS WE'LL DEMONSTRATE, 
-THERE ARE TWO RELOADING 

PRESSES ON THIS PAGE. 
You don't need glasses Theyre both right in the 

middle of the page_ First, theres the RCBS Rock 

Chucker." (Thats it on the 

bottom.) A powerful, single-

stage tool thats the most 
ROCK CHUC KER'S MUCH-COPIED 
LEGENDARY BLOCK•O FRAME DESIGN 

popular press in America. And for good reason. 

Its versatile. So you can reload 

anything from pistol to rifle to shotshell 

rounds. And you can do it with ease, 

thanks to our rugged 

Leverage system. Durable? That 

may not be a strong enough 

word, as evidenced by our 

heavy-duty cast iron design, 

hardened steel pins and 

BETWEEN ROCK CHUCKER ANO 
PIGGYBACK, YOU CAN RELOAD 

tough powder 

paint finish. Now this is 

~~~~:;:~;;~;p~;;;UTo where things get interesting. 

Add the RCBS Piggyback:' 

Conversion Unit to your Rock 

Chucker, and you've got a 

versatile five-stage progres-

sive press for high-volume 
PIGGYBACK"S 

5-STATION DESIGN 
FOR SEPARATE SEATING ANO CRIMPING. 

reloading. Al1 for a fraction oR~~~~~~E~;~~~~~~~~;~~~;L~: 
POWDER MEASURE IS SOLD SEPARATELY.) 

of what youa pay for another progressive. 

It mounts-or unmounts-in under 

one minute. And accepts the standard 7/s"-14 

dies you already own. Like all RCBS products, 

Rock Chucker and Piggyback are built and 

guaranteed for life. The Rock Chucker 
• 

press and Piggyback 

Conversion Unit. 

Its like having two 

different presses 
INDEXES. PRIMES. CHARGES 

ANO EJECTS EACH ROUND 

on your reloading bench. 

Even though you only see one. 

RCBS~ 

EVERYTHING WE 
MAKE IS GUARANTEED 
FOR UFEOR FOREVER: 

WHICHEVER 
COMES FIRSl: 

YOUR SHOOTING PARTNER. 
CCl•SPEER•RCBS•OUTERS•WEAVER 
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HANDLOADING 
FRANK JAMES 

EVERYTHING YOU EVER WANTED l'O 
KNOW ABOUT PRIMERS AND MORE 

A ccording to the Unabridged 
Edition of the Random House 
Dictionary of the English 
Language, the word brisancc, 

a noun, is defined as "the shattering 
power of high explosives.'' Brisancc is 
the essential characteristic of the primers 
in your ammunition. 

If primers are not sufficiently sensi
tive to explode when struck with a phys
ical blow. you aren't going to be doing 
much shooting. If, however, these same 
primers are too sensitive, then the plant 
that loads your ammunition isn't going 
to be ... 

Wei I, you get the idea. 
Primers have been described as the 

sparkplugs of the self-contained car
tridge. That is a good analogy becau e the 
controlled explosion from the primer pro
duces the fire that flows through the 
flash-hole to ignite the powder, and the 
burning powder thereby produces the 
expanding gas inside the case that propels 
the bullet out the muzzle. 

Primer History 
ow. all of this so hr is pretty ele

mentary stuff to most of you. Many of 
you are probably familiar with the term 
•'fulminate or mercury" and a guy named 
Alexander John Forsyth. If you aren't, 
Forsyth was an Englishman who invented 
the practical application of fulminate of 
mercury. 

Fulminate of mercury was the first 
compound commonly used in the priming 
of percussion caps for muzzle loading 
weapons. Mercuric priming anacks brass 
and when used in metallic cartridges it all 
but make it impossible to reload an 
empty cartridge case. This fact alone 
spurred the development of non-corro
sive, non-mercuric primers that are used 
throughout the world today. 

Lead styphnate is the primary ingredi
ent that has replaced fulminate of mer
cury in modern primers, but there is a 
new development on the horizon that will 
probably do to lead styphnate what lead 
styphnate did to mercuric priming
Lead-Free Primers. 

21st Century Primers 
Sounds almost like a gasoline commer

cial, docsn ·1 it? You can just about visual
ize Bob Hope stepping out from behind 
the pump at a picture-perfect service sta
tion on a TV commercial to announce the 
advantages or lead-free primers. 

Lead-free primers are going to 
become a fact of I ife for everyone who 
uses ammunition within the next decade, 
regardless of how far-fetched the idea 
may seem. Lead-free primers are going 
to be thrust upon the shooting popula
tion for the same reasons that unleaded 
gasoline is used by every motorist in the 
industrialized world today. 

Lead is considered a poison and air
borne lead particles can be hazardous to 
your health. The interest in lead-free 

Lead styphnate must 
remain wet or it will 
sensitize and make 

life very exciting for 
the production 

workers and those 
neighbors living five 

miles away. 

primers is especially high in Europe at this 
time because most of the handgun shoot
ing over there is done on indoor ranges. 
Despite the type of projectile used, lead 
styphnate primers put lead particles into 
tJ1e air each shooter will breathe. 

But before we go into the eccentricity 
of lead-free primers, let's do a quick 
background study on lead styphnate 
pnmmg. 

A .,.,Basic" Primer 
All the primers used for reloading in 

this country, and a good part of the world, 
are "boxer" primers. You probably 
already knew that, I know, but I had to 
say it for the benefit of the beginners in 
the group. A boxer primer is composed 
of a primer cup, a priming compound, 
and a self contained anvil which fits into 
a case that normally has a single flash
hole in the primer pocket. 

Now then. that is all pretty basic, but 
did you ever wonder how the ammunition 
companies got that priming compound 
into that little bitty cup and then pressed an 
anvil over it? How'd they do that millions 
and millions of times without blowing 
themselves to the dark side of the moon? 

For safety reasons, the factories work 
with lead styphnate when it is wet 
because it is de- ensitized. They mean 
'·wet" as in water wet. Some of them. like 
CCL mist the rooms where primers are 
assembled with water spray to guarantee 
a high humidity atmosphere. It is that 
important. 

American ammunition companies 
work with two kinds of lead styphnate, 
"normal'' and ''basic." Only one firm 
uses basic lead styphnate, while everyone 
else uses normal lead styphnate. 

Federal Cartridge Company uses only 
basic lead styphnate and special projects 
manager Mike Bussard of Federal listed a 
number of reasons why. 

When the crystals of each compound 
are examined under magnification, the 
crystals of normal lead styphnate are 
large and irregular in shape, and they 
resemble in many ways the concrete 
chunks called .. rip rap" that is used to 
make break-waters at harbors and mari
nas around the country. 

Basic lc'td styphnate. on the other 
hand. has a crystal structure much I ike 
sugar in that it is long, square-cut in cross 
section and very regular. The advantage to 
this regular crystalline structure of basic 
lead styphnate is a more consistent mix. 

Ba ic is also benign when wet- it will 
not attack copper and create corrosion
while normal lead styphnate is acidic and 
will corrode copper. Basic lead styphnate 
burns with a clean, very hot flame, but it 
doesn't have as much brisance (remember 
that word?) as normal lead styphnate at 
very low temperatures. This is easily com
pensated for by adding a little more com
pound to the primer. 

(This is one of the reasons why Feder
al primers arc a Ii ttle hotter than other 
brands and why Federal has only recently 
offered a ·'magnum" pistol primer.) 

Federal feels that basic lead styphnate 
is better at ambient air temperatures 
because the hotter flame will do a better 
job of burning the coatings off difficult
to-ignite powders and thereby achieve 
better ignition. 

A "Normal,., Primer 
Blount Sporting Goods division of 

CCI is one of those that use "normal" 
lead styphnate and Allan Jones explained 
what CCl feels are the advantages of nor
mal lead typhnate. 

Because of the crystalline structures of 
the two lead styphnates, basic is heavier 
than normal. All lead styphnates must be 
worked with wet (usually 9% moisture) 
for safety reasons and the compound 
itself has a Silly Putty or modeling clay 
consistency when ready for application to 
the plates it is pressed through. 

Now, production in any modern facili
ty sometimes requires halts and stop
pages, but lead styphnatc must remain 
wet or it will sensitize and make life very 
exciting for the production workers and 
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those neighbors living five miles away. 
Because basic lead styphnate is heavier 

it will also dry out quicker and the people 
at CCI don ·t I ike that. They have the per
ception that it is safer for them 10 work 
with ·'normal" versus ··basic." When their 
production compound isn ·t needed, this 
normal lead styphnatc is refrigerated and it 
stays uniform in storage. 

But Mike Bussard at Federal pointed 
out one of the difficulties of normal lead 
styphnate is that ii is weak on ignition and 
lacks a hot ignition temperature at ambient 
air temperatures. but he acknowledged that 
nonnal lead styphnate is belier at very low 
temperatures. such as -20° F. 

For this reason. a metallic fuel such as 
powdered ~1luminum or magnesium may 
be added to increase ignition tempera
tures at ambient air temperatures. Metal
lic fuels are also the source of the bright 
flash when a primed empty case is fired 
in a handgun without powder or projec
tile. The flash is the burning aluminum or 
magnesium particles. not the priming 
compound per sc. 

Normal lead styphnate also attacks 
copper. which is why most of the primers 
using normal lead styphnate arc nickel 
plated. Once plated it doesn ·1 degrade the 
copper cup. 

One of the major clisadvamages of ba ·ic 
lead styphnate is it cloesn ·1 make good rim
fire ammunition and Federal has had to acid 
slightly more priming compound than their 
competitors. Yet, neither type of lead sty
phnate works all that well for rimfire 
ammunition and ground glass must be 
added to work as a frictioning agent. 

Primer Sensitivity 
None or this has anything to do with 

primer sensitivity or the difference 
between magnum and regular primers. 
Federal has long been recognized a hav
ing the most sen. itive primers available 
for reloaders, and Mike Bussard said this 
perception of their sensitivity level is 
both accurate and intentional on the part 
of Federal. 

Back in 1977. Federal received a lot of 
complaints that their primers were "100 

hard'' from differelll competition shoot
ers who were using revolvers with modi
fied main springs. They went back and 
compared their products against others, 
and sure enough. the shooters were right. 

On the scale or desired sensitivity, 
Federal primers were approximately in 
the middle of the range while everyone 
else was more toward the lower end. Fed
eral changed their de ·ign and now they 
produce the most sensitive pistol primers 
available to the private reloader. Federal 
goes on to suggest that their competitors 
have moved more toward the miclclle of 
the range. 

There are a vast number of things an 
ammunition company can do to change the 
sensitivity of their primers, but one of the 
easiest things to do is 10 change the shape 
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Ever heard of Galco International? 
No, it's not the maker of some slice 'n 
dice gadget on TV, it's the new name 
off amed holster maker Jackass 
Leather. And it's still the same 

UALITY 
B YOND 
THE NAME 

Galco's Silhouette Model high ride for a Charter .44 Spl. 
By Al Pickles 

M 
any of you, I suspect, will 
have difficulty placing the 
name Galco International, 
Ltd. ·I know I did - and I 

write a lot of gunleather articles. Maybe 
the name lacks association with a specific 
a product. On the other hand, however. I 
doubt there are many of you who have 
been packing a handgun for a decade or 
more who will not recognize the name 
Jackass Leather Company. They are one 
in the same and to tell the truth I sort of 
liked the original name. 

The company has been around for 
about 20 years and has always been run by 
the same fellow, Richard N. Gallagher, no 
matter which name tickles your memory 
or fancy. Under the Galco logo they have 
changed geographic location (from Chica
go to Phoenix), occupied a huge 40,000 
square foot building, and gone interna
tional in the scope of their operation. 

If you are too young to remember the 
truly great concealed carry rigs Jackass 
Leather made for the working street 
cops, you may just recognize the neat 
looking shoulder holster "Galco" made 
for the popular TV show Miami Vice. 
You know, the rig with the harness criss
crossing the back. 

While on the several occasions I have 
watched the show- and admired the 
appearance of the rig- I have always 
been wary of prop guns and equipment 
worn by actors on the movie screen or 
TV, especially holsters. The wearability 
of a holster, or the practicality of a gun, is 
hardly reflected by script fiction and what 
"seems to be" is often not so. 

With this in mind, and with warm 
memories of a Jackass Leather real-life
cop working rig I once owned, I ordered 
out a copy of the Galco Miami (Vice) 
Classic Model for my customized Colt 
Officers ACP. While at it I ordered a 
Galco Model Silhouette holster for my 
Charter Arms .44 Bulldog. These two 
guns being my street carry pieces since 
retirement from police work. 
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Unlike full-time working policemen, I 
now only carry concealed about four or 
five hours of the average day whereas cops 
often carry as much as 16 hours straight, 
and certainly at least 50 hours a week. 
Contrast this with an actor's actual on-set 
carry-time measured in minutes. You can 
be sure that if the "scene" dictates that the 
gun not be visible, it isn't carried at all. 

Now let's get one very important eval
uation factor out of the way right up 
front. After several month's wear I have 
found the Galco Miami Classic every bit 

Sonny Crockett's favorite rig, Galco's 
Miami Classic shoulder rig shown 
with a Colt .45 ACP pistol. 

as comfortable as any shoulder holster 
and harness I have ever worn before. 

The weather being cool and bulky 
jackets the style, I have had no problem 
concealing my Colt Officers ACP .45 
without utilizing the optional belt tie 
downs for holster and off-side double 
magazine pouch. As a matter of fact I 

don't even own the tie downs. It may, 
however, be time to order out a pair as I 
am certain they will hold the gun and 
magazines closer to the body thereby aid
ing concealment under a light jacket . 

Real cops conceal their pistols as well 
as possible. Only actors and rookies let 
you get a peek at what they are carrying. 
Nonetheless it is damn tough to keep 
from "printing'' in the summer and street 
criminals hardly miss a trick. 

A shoulder rig will print under light 
clothing and. TV shows notwithstanding, 
I advise you to consider a small-of-the
back holster for hot climes like Miami. 

In judging workmanship and material 
I found some definite surprises. As a 
control I matched the Galco Miami Clas
sic against the quality rig I had been 
using for the past three years which was 
designed by a gun scribe and produced by 
a leather master. 

Putting aside appearance- well worn 
versus relatively new- the material, con
struction, and workmanship of the Galco 
were outstanding. I don't know how much 
hand craftsmanship goes on it that 40,000 
square feet, but the end result is compara
ble to a one-man operation of love. 

Looking at the Silhouette Model high
ride belt holster for my Charter .44 Bull
dog. I'm impressed that quality is consis
tent and, therefore, can assume it holds 
true for the entire Galco leather line- a 
line that is quite extensive. 

Thumbing through their large format 
48-page color catalog I see they make 
everything from full police uniform wear 
to military rigs, gal's thigh holsters (if 
she's comfortable in stockings and garter 
belt, she can handle a thigh rig), every 
manner of concealed carry, money belts, 
slings, rappelling gear and tactical vests. 

I'd say that as an experienced police
man with 32 years strapped into his duty 
holster belt, I would unhesitatingly put 
my faith and trust in my new Galco 
leather gear- and am indeed .... 
doing so at this minute. " 
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Select a Burris handgtJ)l scope, 
and you're in pretty good company. 
Competitive shooters can't 
afford to use second-rate 
equipment. From their 
modified, customized 
handguns to their shooting 
glasses to their scopes. 
Competitive shooters rely on 
quality products to get the 
best performance from the 
skills they have. That's why 
competitive shooters choose 
Burris handgun scopes. 
More than half of the scopes 
used in the 1986 and 1987 
Bianchi Cup and the 1987 
Masters competition were 
Burris handgun scopes. 
In 1989, a Burris scope was 
used to win the Bianchi Cup. 
Of the top 8 handgun 
shooters in the Masters 
competition, 5 use Burris 
handgun scopes ... just like 
the ones you can buy. Burris 
optics deliver a crisp, bright 
sight picture and can 

laUMkScopes and Mounts 
Rugged M1d Reliable To Keep Yoo on Target 

3 ' \ 2 ----+-3-i•--r--~ 

-l-·-··-·--+---· ! 

L l--t-3 -,-·-<-, ~~ 
9i.,,iaCOffl(Wr,3ll f. 1"hSl•o'lf:t 
a..- ... , Color.!MOO!I0532 

Shown above is the 5X LER P.A. and the 1X LER Burris 
handgun scopes mounted with the NEW Burris No-Drill, 
No-Tap handgun mounts. 

tl'C,.r -"¼ C • 
f ~ ·as lQTl ~ ~ '¾a✓ p ARMS LTD. 

Congratulates 

withstand even the most 
violent magnum recoil, time 
and time again. And our 
selection is so vast you may 
have a hard time choosing 
the one you like best ... 
All Burris scopes are 100% 
made in the U.S.A., and are 
backed by our lifetime 
warranty. 
Burris makes more handgun 
scopes than anyone in the 
world. When you buy a 
Burris scope, you're in pretty 
good company. 
For a complete catalog, send 
$1.00 to: Burris Company, 
P.O. Box 1747, Dept.83, 
Greeley, CO 80632. 

C Copyright 1990, Burris Company, Inc. 

WORLD SPEED SHOOTING CHAMPIONS 

JETHRO DIONISIO 
PHILIPPINES 
FIRST PLACE 

JUDY WOOLEY 
USA 

FIRST WOMAN 

ARNT MEYER 
NORWAY 

SECOND PLACE 

KAY CLARK 
USA 

THIRD WOMAN 

SHOOTERS THE WORLD OVER ARE DISCOVERING THE COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE OF 
BUILDING WITH CLOSE TOLERANCE CASPIAN COMPONENTS--SHOULDN'T YOU?! 

CALL OR WRITE FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE. 

Caspian Arms, Ltd. • 14 North Main Street • Hardwick, VT 05843 
• (802) 472~6454 • FAX (802) 472~6709 
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Show
YourTealll 
Colors! 
with Silencio's eight top-of
the-linc, custom-designed 
"T earn" Earmuffs that show off 

your favorite gun's 
/ logo. At your 

•- · shooting sports 
retailer NOW! 

Team earmuff~ 
are CDS-BO 
Magnum Deluxe 
ivith liquid-filled 
cushions, exce/Jt 
S&W is USN-86 
Flight Deck model. 
" Send JI fo! , 

Team S1lenc10' 
lapel /Jin & 
full color 
catalog! _., 

~-~ ;:m,r 

56 Coney Island Dr. • Sparks, NV 89431 

RCBS PIGGYBACK 
CONVERSION UNIT 
Turn your Rock Chucker into a 
progressive! 

By Charles E. Petty P rogressive reloading presses 
have been around for a long 
time, but it is only in the last I 0 
years or so that they have 

become affordable to the average reload
er. Going back through my old copies of 
Hane/loader's Digest, l found that in 1964 
only one progressive was pictured and 
that was the Star Progressive Reloader at 
$175. That was a great deal of money in 
1964. Smith & Wesson Model 29's were 
priced at $ I 40 and Ruger Super Black
hawks retailed for $116 at the time. 

By 1968, the only change was that 
the Star was now over $200. By 1978, 
the Star was up to $500, or one could 
have a Camdex, with advertised capabil
ity of 4,400 rounds per hour, for a little 
over $5,000. Most of us stayed with our 
single-stage presses. 

Since that time, we have seen notablt; 
progress. Excellent progressives have 
been made available from Dillon, Hor
nady, Lee and RCBS. 

ow, RCBS has taken a real forward 
step, and is offering the PiggyBack; not a 
press, but a conversion unit that mounts 
on a RCBS Rock Chucker or Reloader 
Special-3 press. Owners of either of 
these presses will find the Piggyback 
quite attractive with its retail price of 
$119. and I found them on sale at a local 
gunstore for $89. For a progressive press, 
that is a very low price. If it works. 

The Piggyback comes unassembled 
with a catalog-sized set of easy to read 
instructions. 

r was able to set up the Piggyback and 
have it working properly in about an 
hour. The only alteration necessary to the 
Rock Chucker is the removal of the bush
ing that accepts 7/R x 14 dies. This 
requires a good wrench and three hands 
are definitely needed. 

The Piggyback is a five station unit 
with one station being used for the RCBS 
Uniflow powder measure which is set to 
dump the powder automatically. That 
leaves four stations to be used for resizing 
and decapping, priming and expanding, 
and either seating and crimping in one 

two operations. 
The critical 

part of any progres
sive is the priming 
operation. Once the 
priming system was 
adjusted properly and the 
priming arm worked 
enough to get any rough 
spots out of it, it worked 
flawlessly. 

I have beei1 using the Piggyback to 
load .44 Magnums and without trying to 
rush things- which is a perfect way to 
get into trouble with a progressive of any 
make- I am averaging 18 minutes per 
I 00 rounds, not counting filling the 
primer tube. This is plenty fast for my 
tastes. 

The only malfunctions that occurred 
with the Piggyback set-up on the Rock 
Chucker have al I been due to operator 
error. With each downstroke, it is neces
sary to insert a bullet in the expanded 
case and place a new case at station one. I 
neglected to do this a few times which 
caused things to get out of synch. If a 
case is not available for the automatic 
powder dumping, the result is powder all 
over the shell plate. This happened a cou
ple of times, again all due to operator, not 
machine, error. 

Once the Piggyback is set up and 
adjusted, it can be easily r·emoved from 
the Rock Chucker and stored until needed 
again. 

The Piggyback is a well thought-out 
and well-constructed heavy duty unit. At 
a price tag of $119, and apparently avail
able for even less in some outlets, it is 
going to be a welcome addition to many 
reloading benches. For more information, 
call the Good 01 Boys at RCBS ..... 
toll-free at 800-533-5000. '°' 
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Radar Warning Breakthrough 
Digital Signal Processing (DSP} allows the new ESCORT to warn 

you of traffic radar much sooner than previously possible 

When we introduced the original ESCORT, its 
superheterodyne design revolutionized radar 
detector performance. Now our a/I-new ESCORT 
will revolutionize radar warning again. 

Its secret? Digital Signal Processing (DSP), 
an incredible new computer technology. 

DSP Technology 
DSP is used by NASA to create detailed 

space photos from blurry images. It's used by 
military radar to distinguish enemy aircraft. And 
now we're using DSP to find radar signals too 
weak to be detected by conventional means. 

How It works 
The new ESCORT'S DSP circuitry samples 

incoming radar signals 50,000 times a second, 
slicing them into discrete'bits of information. 
This information is digitized and continuously 
analyzed by a built-in signal recognition com
puter. The end result is remarkable. 

Breakthrough performance 
ESCORT's advanced signal processing pro

vides an incredible increase in sensitivity. Quite 
simply, this means that the new ESCORT picks 
up radar signals further away than was ever 
before possible, even distant instant-on radar. 

PASSPORT 
now$195 

The heart of ESCORT'S 
DSP circuitry is a custom 
version of the Motorola 
DSP 56000. This 20 MHz 
24 bit parallel HCMOS 
processor is capable of 
10.25 million instructions 
per second, and /s also 
used in Steve Jobs' new 
$10,000 NeXT computer. 

"The industry standard" 
BMW' Row1del 

• Top-rared in five major radar 
detector re rs 

• Compact size -
as small as a cassette rape 

• Comes complete with accessories 

'' The new Escort packs 
ultimate sensitivity into a 
small package. 
Nothing else even comes 
close, and no wonder. .. 
No analog device can hope 
to match this performance." 

BMW Roundel, December 1989 

Intuitive warning system 
This additional range would be of little use 

without a clear, informative warning system. But 
ESCORT gives you the full report on radar. 

Upon radar contact, ESCORT's alert lamp 
glows and its variable-pulse audio begins a 
slow warning. Simultaneously a bar graph of 
Hewlett-Packard LEDs shows radar proximity. 

The moment of truth 
As you get closer, the bar graph lengthens 

and the audio pulse quickens. You'll understand 
ESCORT the first time you use it. 

Advanced City/Highway circuitry lets you 
optimize ESCORT for either driving environment. 
There's also a Dark mode for more discreet 
operation, a fully adjustable volume control, and 
a new "AutoMute" that automatically decreases 
the volume after the initial alert. 

• Over one million drivers depend 
on PASSPORT 

• Full 30 day money-back guarantee 

• Just call toll-free to order-
1-800-543-1608 

No compromise design 
We've spared no expense in making ESCORT 

the best equipped radar detector ever. The 
precise electronics are secured in a heat-treated 
aluminum housing, finished in non-glare black. 
There's a new electronic anti-theft system. And 
a complete array of accessories. 

For installation, ESCORT comes with both a 
visor clip and patented adjustable windshield 
mount. For power connection, we supply both 
coiled and straight power cords. 

The new ESCORT is only 7/8" high and 31/4" wide. 

Test-drive ESCORT at no risk 
We sell direct from our factory to you, and we 

guarantee your satisfaction. For more informa
tion, or to place an order.just call us toll-free. 

After you receive ESCORT, if you're not com
pletely satisfied within 30 days, just return it. 
We'll refund all your money and your return 
shipping costs. There are no hidden charges. 

With new ESCORT, we've revolutionized 
radar detection again. But don't take our word 
for it. Order today and see for yourself. 

Order today and try ESCORT 
for 30 days at no risk· 

Call toll-free 1-800-543-1608 
Call 24 hours, 7 days a week ~m]-

ESCORT 
RADAR WARNING RECEIVER 

$ 295 Ohio residents add $16.23 sales tax 
Prices slightly higher in Canada 

Cincinnati Microwave 
► Department 039480 

One Microwave Plaza 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45249 C>1990CMI 



HANDGUN HUNl'ING 
J. D. JONES 

HORNADY'S NEW XTP BULLETS ARE 
ABSOLUTELY THE BEST FOR HUNTING 

F irst. I'd like to thank all of you 
who wrote regarding the S& W 
column. The response was 
tremendous. l tried to answer 

each one for awhile but soon gave up. On 
the heaviest day I received nine phone 
calls and 14 lcuers at SSK regarding this 
subject. Of the total- which is by far the 
greatest number of leners ever generated 
by a J-la11dg111111er article- only three 
were anti-JD. 

Nuff on that subject. Let's talk a bit 
about low velocity handgun hunting bul
lets (which also have defensive capabili
ties) and a new development in mass 
manufactured bullets that I predict will 
soon become the standard to which others 
will be compared. 

Sometimes we need a bullet that will 
penetrate well. sometimes exceptionally 
well and sometimes we want one that will 
not penetrate well at all. 

There is something for everyone on 
the market today- the big question is, 
"Which bullet do I use for what pur
pose?'' Cast bullets are usually not 
'·expanders'' and should be considered 
non-expanding bullets capable or great 
penetration. 

Baloney Flavored Jello 
A great deal seems to be written about 

ballistic gelatin tests as applied to jacket
ed bullets for personal defense and little 
or nothing written about what you can 
really expect in the real world when the 
lead hits tJ1e meat. 

Ballistic gelatin tests are quite compli
cated for anyone without a lab and unlim
ited time and facilities. Backyard gelatin 
·'studies'' are open to some critical ques
tioning. I've personally used bullets in 
revolvers and auto pistols which pro
duced beautiful results in gelatin yet 
failed to expand on a pig at IO yards. 

Other media, such as duct seal, wet 
newspapers. water tanks, sawdust and silt 
can be valuable tools to an individual 
experimenter if"he knows a little bit about 
how to achieve consistent results with 
whatever media he is using. 

Most of these methods, if adminis
tered consistently. will give excellent 
comparati,·e results. They allow you to 
compare one bullet's performance to 
another·s. but unless the person has 
personal experience in translating the 
results from the media to actual shoot
ing tests in animals, he really is only 
learning that bullet "A'' does this and 

bu I let "B" does that. 

J.D. 's Quickie Test 
One "quickie" test I've developed 

over the years is to fill oblong plastic 
anti-freeze jugs with water and shoot 
them in the center of the jug placed 
broadside to you. Back it up with a sec
tion of heavy corrugated board and shoot 
it at whatever distance you wish. 

The bullet first passes through the 
water, then it strikes the paper leaving an 
undisputable record if it expanded, failed 
to expand, or blew up. 

Last summer a friend gave me some 
180 grain .44 's to try. Fired from 40 yards 
into the water jug, they tattooed the paper 
with fragments from the size of a grain of 
pepper to half inch long slit made by a 
jacket fragment. Obviously a bullet suited 
only for groundhog size animals. 

Temperature does not affect this quick 
test at all. As long as you hit within about 
three inches of the center of the jug 
results will be pretty uniform. 

What's it good for? If a bullet expands 
in the four to five inch water column it 
can be depended on to expand passing 
through a deer's lungs on a broadside 
shot at the same distance. That's about all 
it's good for and some bullets that don't 
expand in the water column sometimes 
still expand on a deer. 

Forget milk jugs; they give inconsis
tent results. 

Hornady XTP Bullet 
Hornady uses two tests. One- water, 

which in large quantities is very hard on 
bullets. Two- a grease-parafin mixture, 
which under the conditions Hornady uses 
it is not as hard on a bullet as water. 

Literally tens of thousands of experi
ments compared to bullets returned by 
their customers gives them a pretty good 
idea of what is going on when the lead 
hits the meat. Other companies use their 
own in-house testing media with similar 
results. 

Hornady's recent handgun bullet 
development, the XTP (for Extreme Ter
minal Performance) looks pretty much 
like any other good bullet on the outside, 
but has undergone some rigid testing in 
various calibers prior to being marketed. 
Steve Hornady seemed pretty happy with 
them- in fact, almost smug-:- while 
reserving the right to make minor 
changes as field reports came in. 

Each box has an instructional slip packed 

in it which lists optimum impact velocities 
for optimum perforn1ance. You will notice 
tJiese velocities are quite wide, wider th,m 
any l've encountered before. 

The 158 gr. FP shows I 175-1800 fps 
and the 158 gr. HP 700-1400 fps. The .44 
240 gr. shows 900-1800 fps. lnitially I 
was dubious, but it looks Like the num
bers given are fair. 

J.D. Tests The XTP 
Since I was hosting a Handgun 

Hunters International open house at SSK 
and a hunt at White Oak Hunting Pre
serve (Eddie Potts, owner, Box 267 A, 
Senecaville, OH 43780, (614) 685-6063; 
write or call for brochure) in a couple 
weeks, Steve sent several boxes of XTPs 
in various calibers to try out. 

First tries were quite informal. Load 
'em to max and shoot into mud at point 
blank to see if they blow up. They didn't. 

They expanded without losing much 
weight unless they hit a rock. The control 
bullets shot into the same mud disinte
grated into lead and jacket fragments. 
Accuracy was more than acceptable with
out any particular load development. 

Day one at White Oak started out with 
a Blast! Went through about half-dozen 
thousands of my ammo. The XTPs were 
shot into everything around. A full-house 
10" .454 Casull failed to blow up the 300 
grain XTP fired a point blank into a clay 
field road. In fact, the .357's and .44's 
held together too. 

There was no trouble getting volun
teers to try the XTPs on game the next 
day; however, I was probably the only 
one who brought a .357 Magnum. 

None of the .44s were recovered. They 
went whistling all the way through every
thing as all shots were broadside. 

As a matter of interest, the first thing 
taken with an XTP from a revolver was a 
turkey taken by Dennis Lawrence with a 
.454-300 XTP; no bullet and damn little 
turkey recovered. 

Then he popped a good sized boar 
with the .454-300 XTP combo through 
both shoulders at 30 feet. The bullet hit 
all the hard stuff. Gristle pads, shoulders, 
ribs and stopped on the second gristle 
pad- still weighing about 250 grains and 
what I would call perfectly expanded. 

Blackie Sleeva used one of my .45 
Colt Beauty conversions on the Super 
Redhawk and shot a couple lengthwise as 
he knew I was trying to collect bullets. 

Two were recovered- both 250 grain 
45's. Both perfectly expanded, both from 
heavy loads, one at about 40 yards and 
the other about 60. r think the lightest one 
still weighed 236 grains. 

l've been using a Korth .357 Magnum 
for six months or so finding it to be an 
absolutely superb revolver and opted for 
the 158 grain .357 flat point XTP over a 
maximum dose of WW 296. 

My shot was late in the day. A ram at 
about 70 yards. I dropped to a sitting 

Continued on page 72 
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De.....-·tton Optics, 
defined. 

12 

17 

24 

68 

No, this isn't a 1V test pattern. But it will help you 
get a clear picture of Oakley's incredible new optic tech
nology, called High Definition 
Optics, or HOO for short. 

Wearing our new 
Mumbos (pictured 
here), HOO will let you 
resolve up to 40 lines 
on this test pattern, from a distance of 36 feet Thats 
more than double most of our competitors. 

HOO is the result of our innovative and patented 

80 

40 

. 28 

20 

14 

polaric ellipsoid lens geometry that creates minimum 
distortion at every angle of vision. That coupled with the 
optical clarity of our pure Plutonite lens material gives 

Murnbos their extraordinary powers of resolution. 
Plutonite also exceeds ANSI standard Z87.1 

for optical clarity and high-velocity impact And 
blocks 100°/o of all harmful lN and blue light 

If you're still not sure how High Definition 
Optics works, try on 

a pair of Murnbos. That will ~ = t' 
clear thing.5 up quickly. \,,I,,.._ ® 

l'atent •o,G/4,851, 4,867550 and <XI.,-1!S. and fo1;gJ, patet10 and trade!narl,; 3J111€d lir (uldudi!~Taiwan). Mlll1lbo, High Definition~- ~utooitc and Oakley are registered trademarks ri oaJtle): Inc 10 Holland, lrvil~. 0. 91718. lf>A. F.arth. © 1990 oaJtle): Inc 



esigned to provide a balanced blend of reliability and accuracy 
for the serious shooter, my Kim Ahrends Combat Conversion is 
a complete package with relatively few options available. 

Fully inclusive of all the proven features of a self-defense pistol, my 
Combat Conversion package includes all of the following: 
r SIGHTS- Your choice of Wichita, S&W 459 or Heinie 
fixed with silver soldered front ramp. All sights are milled into the 
slide. I suggest the Heinie for severe duty, the S& W for snag-free 
carry and the Wichita where adjustability and quality sight picture 
are necessary. The rear of the slide is serrated 40 LPL 
r TRIGGER- Sei to your specifications between 3.5 and 4.5 
pounds. Included are a long NM trigger and Commander hammer. 
,- ACCURACY- The slide and frame are fitted and hand 
lapped. The barrel is welded up at the lugs and hood and re-cut. The 
muzzle has a 45° chamfer cut. A solid NM barrel bushing is fit to 
the slide and barrel. 
,- PRACTICAL MODIFICATIONS- The mag well is 
beveled to assist in rapid reloading. The ejection port is lowered and 
flared. A beavertail grip safety is fitted. The existing thumb safety 
is extended. A detent is cut in the slide release. The mainspring 
housing and front strap are checkered 20 LPL The hammer is 
checkered to allow an improved purchase. The magazine release is 
also checkered. A set of my handcrafted Exotic Wood Combat 
Stocks are installed. 
,- RELIABILITY WORK- The feed ramp is polished, the 
barrel is throated and the extractor is polished and adjusted. This 
work includes the addition of an 18.5 lb. recoil spring, heavy-duty 
firing pin spring and extended ejector. 
r FINISH- Your weapon is then reblued with a matte-blue 
Combat Finish. It is then range tested. Finally "AHRENDS" will be 
hand-engraved on the frame along with the year completed. The 
gun shown here comes with the optional Metaloy hard chrome fin
ish on the receiver. I recommend the superior finish of Metaloy 
Industries which comes with a Special Law Enforcement Discount 
for full-time sworn officers. For information, contact Metaloy at 
(501) 423-4225 or write to them at Rt. 5, Box 595, Berryville, AR 
72616. 

For more information about my Kim Ahrends Combat Conver
sion, the other custom packages I offer for the Colt 1911 pistol, or 
my line of Ahrends Exotic Wood Combat Grips, please feel free to 
contact me at (515) 532-3449 or write to 
me at P.O. Box 203, Clarion, IA 50525. 

postcard (no envelopes) and follow 
sample. Send to AMERICAN 
HANDGUNNER, Dept. H9, POB 
880409, San Diego, CA 92108-
0009. Mail before October l, 1990. 
Limit 1 entry per household. 
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WYOMING 
COMBINATION 
HOLSTER 

By John Taffin 

H 
olsters are like three legged 
stools. All three legs are nec
essary to make something as 
simple as a stool work, and all 

three ingredients must be present in every 
holster or the outfit is worthless. Those 
three elements are design, workmanship, 
and leather quality. Remove anyone of 
these and the holster becomes a liablity 
rather than an asset. 

There are many holsters on the market 
that are made of excellent material, the 
workmanship is also very good, but the 

design makes it obvious that the creator 
never uses the holster. 

My brother-in-law, being a nice guy 
and thinking he would do a good deed for 
me, brought back a belt and holster from 
Mexico a number of years ago. It was a 
thing of beauty with intricate carving, but 
it was fit only as a piece of art. The 
design was atrocious and the leather was 
the cheapest available. lt was a shame 
that such excellent workmanship was 
wasted on poor design and shoddy 
leather. I threw it away. 

Von Ringler models his Wyoming Combination Holster in the shoulder carry 
mode. It can also be worn on the strong-side hip (top right) or crossdraw. 

When I noticed the Wyoming Combi
nation Holster advertised in the pages of 
American Handgunner's 1989 Annual, 
my immediate thought was that it looks 
good but surely it cannot work. But since 
l was to be in Cody, Wyo. for a week, 
arrangements were made to meet with 
Yon Ringler of Ringler Custom Leather. 

When Yon showed up with samples of 
his work, l knew this would be the ulti
mate test: Yon is tall and very slim and I 
am, well, just the opposite. How were 
these outfits that he could wear going to 
fit me? 

No problem. Each Wyoming Combi
nation Holster, which consists of holster 
and belt, has built in adjustments and the 
belt itself is provided with plenty of lee
way to fit any size and the excess can be 
trimmed away, where it will not show. 

The holster itself is basically a large 
"U" or "Y" shape of two pieces back-to
back of high quality, but lightweight 
leather and the belt part is attached at 
each wing of the "Y." 

The whole outfit is designed so it can 
be worn on the strong side, cross-draw, or 
as a shoulder outfit. I could easily see 
how the rig would work as a double duty 
hip holster, but shoulder holster require
ments are quite different. It is not just a 
matter of slipping a belt over the shoulder 
and calling it a shoulder rig. 

Not to worry. The Wyoming Combi
nation really does work all three ways 
and is comfortable in any position and 
can be shifted during the day from any 
position to the other as one desires. The 
sixgun fits into a specially formed pocket 
that is as if it is molded from the leather 
and cartridges are carried in a special 
pouch in front of the holster pocket. 

Yon Ringler runs a small leather 
shop full-time and he has successfully 
incorporated all three elements into his 
creation. Workmanship is excellent, as 
is the quality of the leather. The design 
shows careful thought and planning
and it works. 

Ringler has managed to come up with 
a lightweight, easy packin' rig for heavy 
duty sixguns. A call or letter will bring a 
free brochure at P.O. Box 206, Dept. AH, 
Cody, WY 82414, ..... 
phone: 307-645-3255. " 
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rEsr REPORT 

S ince the Aimpoint red-dot sight 
first appeared on these shores in 
1982, electronic sights have 
absolutely revolutionized pistol 

shooting. Over half the competitors at the 
Bianchi Cup last year used one and the 
firing line of any bullseye match is sure 
to be liberally populated by the battery 
powered sights. 

The reason for their almost instant 
acceptance is that electronic sights elimi
nate one of the biggest curses of pistol 
shooting, sight alignment. 

Through a clever, high-tech optical 
coating, the light from a small red diode 
in the tube is reflected to the shooter's 
eye as a suspended red dot that appears, 
according to my eye doctor, to be at 
optical infinity. 

The result is that shooters whose eyes 
can no longer focus sharply on close 
objects, don't have to worry about special 
glasses. Even youngsters whose eyes can 
see through steel benefit just as much. 

The two major problems for pistol 
shooters are sight alignment and trigger 
control, so with one of those reduced the 
shooter is free to work on the really hard 
part, trigger control. 

Although we' re accustomed to the 
evolution of products over time, it seems 
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1. Frank Paris Bowling Pin, 
Integral Porting. No 

Recessing of Ben 
2. Michigan Aramament,Ported 

through Slide and Barrel 
3. Browning Hi-Paw•, 

Ellendlll Barrel 
4. ColtGovemmenl,Porte~ 

through Slitle 1M Barrel 
5. 41 SSI Avangar Con11enlon, 

Ported through Slide Barrel 
&. Jim Clark Custom Bowling 

Pin Gun, Integral Porting. 
No Racnsing of lore 

AIMPOINT 3000 
to me as if the Aimpoints have gone 
through three or four generations in less 
than IO years. 

By Charles E. Petty 
heavy creature that required external 
adjusting mounts. The next generation of 
the Mk. II and Mk. Ill were just as heavy, 

The first Aimpoint, the Mk. I, was a Continued on page 121 

1 
Week 

Delivery! 

AUIDPORTING? 
So what's new! 
Mag-na-port® International has been Mag-na-porting auto's 
for 18 years! There have been some new so-called "High-Tech
Engineering Porting Systems" which claim 40% less in recoil 
reduction. These claims are impossible unless you attach or 
hang a cement block on the end of the muzzle or barrel. The 
new so-called "Porting Systems" don't even know what a 
Metering Port is. Eighteen years ago, Larry Kelly started 
putting Metering Ports on handguns, rifles and shotguns! 
Now, nearly eveyone who drills or mills a hole in a gun barrel 
refers to it as a "Port" and they don't even know what a 
Metering Port is. 

Don't be misled! 
Don't be misled by claims and promises from companies here 
today and gone tomorrow. Mag-na-port® International is now 
located in five countries. We've been Porting for 18 years, that 
speaks for itself! 

Write the "Originator" 
Anyone interested in further information on Porting handguns, 
rifles and shotguns, write the originator: 

® 

INTERNATIONAL, INC. 
41302 Executive Drive 

"Imitation 
is the sincerest 

form of 
plagiarism." 

Mt. Clemens, Michigan 48045-3448 
(313)469-6727 • Fax(313)469-0425 
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.... ____________________________________________________________ _ 
ORDERS ONLY 24HOUR FAX 

1-800-747-3845 • 319-277-3003 
FOR INFORMATION 

• 319-277-3171 Qenny's 
. Shooters 
: Supply, Inc. 

P. 0. Box 402 • Cedar Falls, Iowa 50613 

i/4~-~~ 1 WILSON \~~ COMBAT t_~ ~ MAGAZINES-
7rd 45 Acp w/Base Pad ..........•. 
7rd 45 Acp w/Extended Base Pad ...... . 
8rd 45 Acp w/Base Pad .............. . 
8rd 45 Acp w/Extended Base Pad 
1 Ord 38 Spr w/Base Pad ....... . 
8rd 10mm w/Base Pad .......... . 
8rd 10mm w/Extended Base Pad 

21.50 
23.00 
25.00 
27.00 
27.75 
25.00 
27.00 

- COMMANDER HAMMERS -
Narrowed, (Blue/Stainless) . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00 
Deluxe Slotted, Blue .................. New 32.95 

- BARRELS & COMP KITS -
45 Acp 5" Stainless Match Bbl . . . . . ..... 135.00 
45 Acp 6" Stainless Match Bbl ............ 145.00 
38 Spr 6" Stainless Match Bbl ............. 1 55.00 
38 Spr 6" Stainless Bbl w/Ramp ........... 165.00 
~.atch Barrel Bushings (Blue/SS) . . . . . . . . . . 15.00 
LE-K 45acp Drop In Kit .............. New 250.00 
LE-K 45acp Compensator Kit Gov't-comm .... 275.00 
DP-K 45acp Dual Port Ktt ............ New 295.00 
LE-K 38spr Compensator Ktt . . . . . . . . 285.00 
LE-K 38spr Compensator Ktt w/Ramp Bbl .... 295.00 
DP-K 38spr Dual Port Ktt ............ New 320.00 

- GUIDE RODS & SPRINGS -
1 Piece Gov't or Commander . . . . 24.00 
2 Piece Gov't 5 or 6" . . . . . . . . . . . . 32.00 
1 Piece Ktt w/springs & shok buffs 33.00 
Group Gripper-Gov't/Commander . . . . . 26.00 
Full Length Guide Rod/Group Gripper . . . . . . 33.25 
Recoil Springs 12 or 20 lb (Commander). . . . 4.50 
Gov1 Springs 

8,9, 10, 1 2, 13, 15, 17. 18½,22-each .... 4.50 

-SIGHTS-
High Visability Combat . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . 26.00 
Deluxe High Visability Combat . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33.00 
3-Dot Sights . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33.00 
Bo-Mar, Front .... 8.00 Wichtta, Front ..... 10.00 
Bo-Mar, Back ..... 60.00 WicMa. Rear ...... 62.50 

- SAFETIES & SLIDE RELEASES -
Ex Thumb Safety (Blue/Stainless) . . . . . . . . . . 24.00 
Ambi Safety (Blue/Stainless). . . . . . . . . . 50.00 
Ex Slide Release (Blue/Stainless) 27.00 
Standard Slide Release (Blue/SS) . . . . . . . . . . 21.50 
Beavertail Grip Safety (Blue/SS) . . . . . . . 22.50 
High Grip Beavertail (Blue/SS) . . . .. New 35.00 

- OTHER ITEMS -
Practical Shooters Bag, Black ......... New 79.95 
Shootist Bag, Black .................. New 89.95 
Heavyweight Grips, Silver . . . . ...... New 52.50 
Long Match Trigger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 6.50 
6 Shok Buffs . . . . 5.95 5 Red Buffs . . . . 6.95 
Extended Ejectors (45acp or 38spr) . . . . . 21.00 
Extended Magazine Release . . . . . . . . . . . 23.00 
Checkered Mainspring Housing FlaVArched . . . 35.00 
The Combat 45 Auto Book by Bill Wilson . . . 13.00 
Checked Front Strap (Blue/Stainless) . . . . . . 15.QO 
Barrel Link Ktt (includes 5 links). . . . . . . . 22.00 
Replacement Bbl Links 1,2,3,4,5, each . . . 5.00 
Slide Thumb Guard (Stainless). . . . . . 15.00 
Mag Well (Blue/Stainless) . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30.00 
Brass Belt Bucklew/Wilson Logo . . . . . . . . . . 11.00 
Extractor 45acp 70 or 80 Series . . . . . . . . . . . 16.00 
Extractor 38spr 70 or 80 Series . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 6.00 
S & W L Frame Under1ug (Blue/Stainless) . . . 45.00 
Extended Base Pad (for Wilson Mags) . . 1. 75 

JOHN SHAW 
"Shoot to Win" book by John Shaw ..... . 
"You Can't Miss" book by John Shaw ... . 
6 Pack Base Pads 2 self tapping screws 
Pro Shooters Bag (Black Ballistic Nylon) ..... . 

12.00 
9.00 
9.00 

79.95 

KIM AHRENDS CUSTOM GRIPS 
Cocobolo, Cordia, Ebony, Tulipwood, Kingwood, Rosewood 

Combat Grips . 36.00 
Diamond Grips 50.00 

EASY TO ORDER Mail in your order along with certified funds, allow 2 weeks for 
Personal checks to clear. Describe your order as clearly as possible and include your phone 
number, OR Call in your order anytime. We accept VISA, MasterCard and UPS COD. Feel 
free to call if you have questions about any items listed or for help with ordering. 

WE PAY THE FREIGHT TO YOU 
Dealers send FFL FOR Dealer Price List. 

Plain Brown or Black Basket 
New Fas-trac Holster . . . . . . . 99.00 
Stock Revolver 4" & 6" for S&W 

K-L-N Frame .......................... 99.00 
PPC 6" S&W K-L-N Frame Adjustable cant 
Open Front for Ribs & Scopes . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90.00 
Double Mag Pouch-Available Straight Up, 

Angle Back or Angle Forward . . . . . . 36.00 
Fender Single Mag Pouch . 32.00 
Fender Double Mag Pouch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42.00 
Fender Triple Mag Pouch. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 48.00 
Competttion Belt (spring steel lined) . . . . . . . . 50.00 

REMINGTON 38 SUPER BRASS 
Nickle Plated, Un-Primed + P 
Un-Plated, Un-Primed + P .. 

1,000 
..... 80.00 

. . 75.00 

COMPETITION 
ELECTRONICS 

Pro Timer Ill . . ....... 225.00 
Pro Tach Chronograph ... 129.95 

50- 504 each 
100- 45¢ eech 
500 - 40C each 

1000 - 36¢ each 
large4S do not ll"ICtudl 

Pro TNT ................ 325.00 

VIDEKI TRIGGERS 
IJ'91Qht,p6eaaec.H 

Matching Target Past~' 
Box of 1.0CO · $3.00 

Speed Trigger, Long 
w/3 Holes ....... . 

Long Match Trigger . 
Gold Cup w/3 Holes .. 
Extended Ejector ..... . 

14.00 
13.00 
15.00 
15.50 

50 Practice Pin Targets ............ New 13.50 
White corrugated cardboard, exact size 

Box <:J 1,000 matching pin target pastet"S ........................ $3.00 

SHOOTING VIDEO'S 
Pistol Masters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49.95 
How to Shoot Fast & Accurate. . . . . . . . . . 49.95 
The Steel Challenge 1988 . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 49.95 
NRA Bianchi Cup 1988 . . . . . . . . . . . 49.95 
USPSA Nationals 1988 . . . . . . 49.95 
Second Chance 1988. . . . . 49.95 
Bob Munden "Fast Draw" . . . . . . . . . . 49.95 
Womens Guide to IPSC . . . . . . . . . . 49.95 
How to Win at PPC w/John Pride. 49.95 
45 Acp Disassembly/Reassembly . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29.95 
Pachmayr "Handgun Hunting" . . . . 49.95 
"At the Beep" w/J. Michael Plaxco, 2½ hours of 

classroom and on the range shooting 
Instruction (2 tapes). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69.95 

9rd 10mm Magazine Stainless .. ' ...... New 27.95 
1 Ord 38 Super Magazine Blue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21.95 
10rd 38 Super Magazine Stainless ............ 27.95 
1 Ord 38 Super Conversion Ktts . . . . . . . ... 1 2.50 
8rd 45 Acp Magazine Blue . . . . . . . . . • . . . . 19.50 
8rd 45 Acp Magazine Stainless . . . . . 22.50 
8rd 45 Acp Conversion Ktts. . . . . 1 0.50 
Shaw Mag Pad installed on above mags. 2.00 

ED BROWN 
Blue Stainless 

High Sweep Beavertail Grip Safety ....... 29.95 31.95 
Maxi-Well . . . ....................... 29.95 31.95 
Slotted Commander Hammer .....•...... 32.95 35.95 
Extended Thumb Safety.. . ..... 29.95 31.95 
Ambidextrous Safety .................. .49.95 54.95 
Beavertail Installation Jig . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17.95 
1 pc. Heavy Duty Guide Rod & Plug . . . . . . . 25.95 

MAG PACK 
8rd 45 Acp Conversion Ktts .................. . 
7rd 45 Acp Officers Model Ktts ............... . 
10rd 38 spr Conversion Kits ......•........... 

8.95 
8.95 
9.95 

) 1° S!~.t:~'J~I !:!~~,? 
~ Plain Black 
J Brown Basket 

008 Final Option . . . .. 84.00 84.00 
002 Cup Challenge .... 71.95 75.50 
Competition Belt add $1 0.95 

for Buckle . . . . . . ... 38.50 38.50 
076 Double Mag Pouch ............. 22.95 26.50 
073 Triple Mag Pouch . . . . . . . 31.95 36.50 
077 Idaho Reloader 

(angle adjustable) . . . . . . . ..... 16.65 17.50 
333 Triple Speed Loader Pouch. . . ... 17.50 17.50 
700-2 Double Adjust A Bar. . . . . . . 15.00 
700-3 Triple Adjust A Bar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20.00 
702 Double Adjust A Bar complete w/2 OT7's 39.50 
703 Triple Adjust A Bar complete w/3 077's. . . . 55.50 

SPEEDLOADERS 
Safariland Comp II (S&W Kor L) ........ . 
Safariland Comp Ill (S&W Kor L) .. 
Safariland Loading Blocks (S&W Kor L) 
Safariland Shooters Box 
HKS (all sizes) .. 

,_7/J~ER 
Mag Guide Govt, Flat/Arched (B/S). 
Mag Guide Officers Flat (Blue/SS) 
Ambi Mag Release 

CLARK CUSTOM 

7.50 
11.50 
13.50 
19.95 
7.25 

69.95 
69.95 
69.95 

6" 45 Acp Match Barrel . . . .. 130.00 
6" 38 Super Ramped Barrel . . . . . .. 130.00 
Pin Master Comp Krt, Barrel, Comp & Spring Guide 

38 Super or 45 Acp . . . . ..... 270.00 
Short Pin Master Comp Kit, 38spr or 45acp ... 11 5.00 
Pin Master Comp Only, 38 Super or 45 Acp ... 140.00 
Barrel Bushings, Blue or Stainless. . 12.50 
2 Piece Guide Rods, 5" or 6" . . . 1 5.00 
Barrett Mag Guide, Blue or Stainless 25.00 
Aimpoint Mount, Fits Colt Govt. 45.00 
45 Auto Adjustable Scope Mount . . . . . . . . . 37.00 
Ruger MKII Adjustable Trigger . . 15.00 
Ruger MKII Grips . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19.95 

-~~ Presentation . 20.00 Signature ... 25.00 
Grippers . 24.00 Pro Grippers . . . .. 24.00 
Compac ......... 23.00 Pro Compacs ...... 23.00 

ACCESSORIES 
Auto Pistol Sights . New 53.45 
Nylon Trigger . . . ....... 12.55 
Custom Wide Barrel Link, Stainless 19.75 
Widget Tool. . . 2.95 
Grip Safety, Govt or Comm . . . . . . . . . 31.45 
Mainspring Housing, Flat or Arched. 15.25 
Slide Thumb Guard, Blue or Stainless . . 17.95 
Snap Caps 9mm, 38 Special, 45 Acp . . . 11.95 
Mag Bumper Ktts, Colt Mags (set of 5) . 14.35 
Magazine Bumper Ktt S&W 59,645 (set of 2) .... 14.95 
Mag Bumper Krt, Hi-Power (set of 2) . . . 14.95 
Colt Officers Magazine, Stainless . 25.15 
Colt Govt Magazine, Stainless. . . . . . . . 23.35 
Browning Hi-Power Magazine, Stainless. 29.65 
Beretta Magazine, Stainless . . . ........ New 31.45 
Sig P226 Magazine, Stainless. . . . . .... New 35.95 
PT-92/99 Magazine, Stainless . . .New 31.45 

CHIP McCORMICK 
Fully Prepped Sear . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22.95 
Nastoff Slotted Commander Hammer . . . 76.95 
McCormick Slotted Commander Hammer . . . . . . 76.95 
Tttanium/Carbon Fiber Match Trigger . . . . . . . . 29.95 



HAND GUNNING 
Setting Your Sights 

2. But many people prefer to set 
them for one range and leave 
them there, using "Kentucky 
windage" for all other ranges . 

. ' ._·:.:/•:;f(}~:~~_-·. 
' .. :... 

I ... :-:~: ,, 

.·· .. 
.-· 

,.,,_.::i:-·?··/:'::. 

4. Mark the different setting with 
a small line of fingernail polish. 
Use different colors for multiple 
settings. Let dry before readjusting 
and you'll have an easy point of reference 
to return to exactly again. This also 
works with scopes. 

© 1990 Bennett Viken & Robin Sutton 
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HINTS 
Bennett Viken & Robin Sutton 

1. Most sporting handguns have 
adjustable sights. 

3. Don't be afraid to move 
those sights. 

··,:· ;,:'.~ 
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~1 :TURM, RUGER 
lli&Jilill & Company, Ine. 
2 Lacey Place, Southport, Connecticut 06490 

Free instruction manuals for all Ruger firearms are 
available upon request. 

RUGER 
Super Redhawk 

.44 Magnum Double Action Revolver 
When it's down range and a tough shot-in rough country or 
on the silhouette line-Ruger's Super Redhawk shortens the 
distance with accurate .44 Magnum authority. The Ruger 
Super Redhawk, in 7½ and 9½ inch barrels, is built for 
strength and endurance. To help the endurance of the shooter 
the Super Redhawk has Ruger's unique rubber-cushioned 
grips. (Frame-mounted scope rings included.) 

Entire contents© 1988 by Sturm, Ruger & Company, Jnc. 



By Frank W. James 

T
he 10mm Auto round is to 
become the official service car
tridge of the FBI, and now every 
manufacturer of note is investi

gating the possibilities of employing this 
round in a gun of their design. Glock has 
a JO, Smith has a 10, Colt has a 10 and, 
rumor has it, SIG has a 10. 

All of these guns are semi-autos. But 
wait- would a 10mm revolver have 
potential? 

Korth GmbH & Co. KG in Ratzeburg, 
West Germany was founded by Willi 
Korth. This gunmaker has been building 
revolvers in West Germany since the early 
Sixties and they are marketed today as a 
premium grade handgun. The production 
level is admittedly low, but they concentrate 
on building a very fine revolver. 

Korth is known for another feature 
besides quality. Originally they built only 
five-shot wheelguns, not of the small
frame snubnose style, but what we would 
call a medium-frame revolver. Over the 
years, though, they have fallen in step with 
conventional wisdom and now they build 
six shot revolvers like everyone else. 

With one major exception. 

Five Shot 10mm 
I first saw and handled the 10mm five

shot Korth revolver in Nuremberg, West 
Germany in March of 1989. I was attend
ing the IWA show and upon reaching the 
Korth booth discovered not one, but two 
10mm revolvers. 

The first was the gun seen here. They 
call it the Combat Model and the other 
gun was also a five-shot gun, but with a 
six inch barrel and target sights, called 
appropriately, The Target Model. 

But there are many reasons why a 
10mm revolver could be both practical and 
popular. A revolver would not experience 
the problems associated with high slide 
velocities or functioning with both low and 
high velocity ammo in the same magazine. 

Those who reload their own brass 
would appreciate the ease with which 
empty cases can be saved after shooting a 
revolver and it is easier to shape the grips 
of most any revolver for a perfect fit. 

For those who argue the revolver is 
obsolete and out of fashion, look at the 
number of .45 ACP wheelguns being 
bought and sold with enthusiasm and you 
will realize that the concept of a marriage 
between the wheel gun design and the 
10mm Auto cartridge is something that 
could possibly survive the seven year itch. 

The two Korth 10mm revolvers are 
not production guns, but what they call 
"Works Prototype" guns. They were built 
specifically to find out if the 10mm car
tridge would work in a revolver. In that 
perspective they offered the Combat 
Model to the FBI for trial testing. At this 
point it is unknown what the FBI reaction 
was to this 10mm revolver, but I doubt if 
it set their hearts aflutter with the limited 
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WORLD'S FIRST 
Korth solved the extraction problem 
of rimless 10mm cartridges with an 

ingenious spring-tensioned, 
off-center eiection star. 

REVOLVER 
five round capacity. 

The Korth I 0mm revolvers have a 
number of features that set them apart from 
garden variety revolvers. The cylinder 
release is in a unique position. It sits beside 
the right side of the hammer. For those of 
us used to the cylinder latch located on the 
left side of the frame behind the cylinder as 
found on the S&W, Ruger and Colt this 
takes some getting used to. 

Korth points out that while firing 
heavy loads with a thumb-high position, 
other cylinder releases will create injuries 
and my experience would wholeheartedly 
agree with that. The recoil of the Korth 
10mm is vigorous, but not unbearable 
and completely injury-free. 

The Korth 10mm Combat Model 
revolver with a three-inch barrel weighs 
2.17 pounds or approximately 35 ounces. 
The four inch L-frame Smith & Wesson 
Model 686 with round-butt and Pachmayr 
grips weighs approximately six ounces 
more at 2.58 pounds. The combination of 
the increased weight and the recoil 
absorbing synthetic grips on the .357 
Magnum left one with the impression the 
Korth I 0mm demonstrated more power, 
at least to the shooter's hand. 

A quick trip to the chronograph 
revealed the power hidden in this medium 
sized revolver. Three different 10mm 
loads were tested through the Korth: Hor
nady's 170 gr. JHP, PMC's 200 gr. trun
cated cone load and PMC's 170 gr. JHP. 

The Hornady load demonstrated the 
highest velocity with an average of 1193.1 

fps from the three inch barrel. The PMC 
170 grainer averaged 1164.5 fps while the 
200 grain load averaged 1055.4 fps. 

The biggest problem with shooting the 
10mm cartridge is the absence of a 
flanged rim for use by the extractor star at 
the back of the cylinder. 

Korth solved this problem through use 
of a star that is spring loaded to "sit" off 
center. Loading the chambers with car
tridges will push the star back to center, 
but when the rounds are seated the star 
returns to its off center position by means 
of the spring. 

The system works amazingly well as 
extraction was always positive and com
plete. The ejector rod comes back far 
enough to have the empty cases com
pletely clear the cylinder. 

Korth has designed the ejector rod to 
be a non-rotating unit and uses the con
ventional two point lock-up for the cylin
der. The only spring used for locking the 
cylinder is under the front of the barrel in 
the plunger assembly in the barrel shroud 
and it worked well even with the firm 
recoil of the I 0mm round. 

Unlike other designs the Korth has a 
completely flat recoil shield. It features 
no grooves or recesses, but one flat sur
face. Korth seems to feel that a flat plane 
recoil shield is more attractive. 

Korth also builds in a push-button 
release of the cylinder assembly. A button 
on the right side of the frame forward of 
the trigger guard can be depressed allow
ing an opened cylinder to be removed by 
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a gentle thrust forward. It is extremely 
quick and simple and makes cleaning the 
chambers on this revolver an easy task. 

Korth says it takes over 25 man-hours 
to build a normal revolver and seven of 
these are required for the surface finish, 
while four hours more are required for 
the fitting and final adjustment of the 
lock work. 

The Korth guns are beautiful in both 
detail and finish. Korth claims the finish is 
almost scratch-resistant because it is so 
hard, and I will agree the finish is hard. But 
the test gun demonstrated some scratches. 

The Germans like to keep their guns 
light because of the limits set by interna
tional competition. It may be a good poli
cy for international competition, but this 
cartridge and gun combination could use 
a little more weight. 

The trigger pull on the test gun was 
extremely smooth. Granted, it was differ
ent than anything tried before, but it was 
good. Korth uses a sear roller and has 
five different sizes available for adjust
ment of the double-action characteristic. 

The 10mm gun came with roller #1, 
while most guns come equipped with 
roller #5 and two other different sized 
rollers. The single-action trigger pull is 
set at the factory at three pounds. 

The double-action pull is rather long 
in comparison to different American 
made revolvers, but it is so positive the 
shooter is able to lock the cylinder and 
squeeze off the final portion of hammer 
travel as if cocked single-action. 

In other words, shooting the Korth 
I 0mm five shot revolver was a fun expe
rience and one that convinced me of the 
practicality of the marriage of the I 0mm 
Auto cartridge and a wheelgun design. 

It was only natural to grab a set of 
machinist's calipers and take some o(f
hand measurements just to see how diffi
cult it is to build a 10mm cylinder for a 
common American sixgun. 

The I 0mm Korth was measured and 
compared to a Smith & Wesson 686. 
Before we get into the actual dimensions, 
one point should be brought out. The 
Korth five-shot cylinder has the bolt-stop 
locking notches cut between the cham
bers of the cylinder and the 686 has them 
cut in the center of the chamber. 

The 686 .357 Magnum cylinder had 
an overall length of 1.62 IO" while the 
Korth 10mm cylinder was 1.6465". The 
outside diameter of the two cylinders was 
1.5630" for the S&W 686 and 1.5095" for 
the 10mm Korth. The wall thickness 
between each chamber on the .357 Mag
num 686 cylinder was 0.1180" while the 
Korth had a beefier 0.1260" between each 
of its five chambers. 

However, the outside wall thickness 
was considerably thinner on the Korth, 
but remember there are no bolt-stop lock
ing notches present. The Korth I 0mm 
outside wall thickness was 0.0660" inch 
and the 686 outside wall thickness 
(including enough material for cutting the 
bolt-stop notch) was 0.0880". 

All of which leads me to suspect it is 
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within the realm of possibility for Ameri
can manufacturers, at least Smith & Wes
son, to build a 10mm revolver on a medi
um frame revolver. 

Forget doing it on the large frame 
guns like the big frame Dan Wesson, the 
Ruger Redhawk, or the N-frame Smith & 
Wesson because that is outside the sphere 
of practicality. 

The combination of a medium-framed 
revolver and the I 0mm Auto round has 
the potential to fulfill the promise left 
empty by the large .41 Magnum guns. 

Korth has built a great little revolver, 
but it has little application in today's 
world of American law enforcement 
because if a six round capacity is proving 
unpopular, then a five round cylinder is 
absolutely repugnant. 

Add to this equation the higher cost of 
Korth products (the test sample was 
insured for $7,000 during shipping) and 
you can see why the Korth revolver has 
little future in American police circles. 

If, however, you are a shooter inter
ested in a revolver that's virtually hand
made by a small company (less than 25 
people are employed) and with a small 
annual output (seldom more than 800 
units per year and a maximum produc
tion since 1965 of only 18,000 hand-
guns), then you should ..,._ 
examine a Korth. '°' 

Korth revofrers are imported by Gun
town U.S.A., 992 S. State Road 7, Mar
gate, Fl 33068 or phone (305) 974-7412. 
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The AYOOB FILES 
ARMED CITIZEN IN RUNNING GUNFIGHT: 

THE MARC HALCON INCIDENT 
Situation: The victim of a 
drive-by shooting returns 
fire and gives chase in his 
Corvette Stingray. 

Lesson: Jackals flee prey 
that bites back, especially 
prey with a Swenson 
custom .45 auto. 

As January turns to February, 1981, in the San Diego suburb of Spring Valley, 
the community is troubled. Gang violence has plagued the neighborhood where 
Marc Halcon, 27, has come to visit his uncle. It is dark as the young construction 
entrepreneur leaves his uncle's house and heads for his beige Corvette at the side
walk. He leans heavily on the cane that has been his constant companion since he 
was crippled by polio at three. 

A lowrider full of people pulls alongside and someone asks Halcon the time. He 
starts to look at his watch when he catches the movement in the right rear seat. A 
man is holding a pistol in his hand. He extends it toward Halcon and Marc hears a 
sound like a loud handclap. He has been shot at from close range. 

Instinct takes over. Marc has been shooting since he was four years old, and, at 
the time nine years ago, had already been competing in IPSC for more than three 
years. 

His practiced right hand knifes between his sweater and his Banana Republic 
vest, closing on the Armand Swensen custom lightweight Colt Commander in the 
Milt Sparks Yaqui Slide holster at his right hip. His left hand has dropped the cane 
and come up to support the firing hand in a Weaver stance before the second rapid
fire shot is unleashed from the car. 

Halcon can feel the bullet go past his head. It makes him think of a summer bug. 
In the slow motion tachypsychic moment of the threat, his eyes have already told 
his brain that there are five individuals in the low-slung car, two in front and three 
in back. And there is time for him to feel anger at the strangers who would take 
his life for no reason. 

And then payback time has arrived. Levelling the Commander at center-mass of 
the man who had fired, Halcon triggers three fast shots. Glass flies and sheet metal 
clangs as the .45 ACP Winchester Silvertips hammer against the vehicle. 

The car peels out, the driver gunning it down the street as Halcon holds his sights 
level on the vehicle. He sees a flash from the car and fires a fourth shot that 
smashes through the rear window of the sedan, and sees the people inside ducking 
down. Then the customized car is out of range. The last shot has been fired at 25 
yards. 

The gunfire has brought Halcon's uncle to the door of his home. Marc yells, "Call 
the police! Tell them there's been a gunfight, and be sure to describe me. Tell them 
I'm the good guy!" 

Then he jumps into the 'Vette, ejecting the partly depleted magazine onto the right 
front seat and shoving in the spare carry mag snatched from its resting place 
behind his left hip. He knows there are two more .45 magazines in a pouch in the 
glove box. Instead of holstering the .45, he shoves it under his left thigh, hoping it 
will give him quicker access, and fearing that the bucket seat of his Stingray will 

Continued on page 98 
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EACH OF THESE INFORMATION PACKED MANUALS 
IS VIRTUALLY A GUNSMITH ING COURSE IN ITSELF! 

Publishers 

NEW! 
JUST 

RELEASED 

SHOP MANUALS 
P.O. BOX 887, McCALL, IDAHO 83638 

~~~le RRUGER 
Action evol vers 

A Shop Manual 

Vol. 

The book everybody has been asking for! 
Covers the Ruger Six-Serles revolvers: 
Security-Six, Service-Six, and Speed-Six. 
Includes atep-by-step function checks, 
dlsa11embly, lnapectlon, repairs, rebuilding, 
reassembly, and custom work. As with all the 
Kuhnhauaen manuals, a detailed 
troubleshooting guide I• alao Included. 
Hundreds of detailed photos and 
lllu1tratlon1. 176 pages, softbound. 

Ruger Revolvers, Vol. I ... $16.95 

Advertisement © 1990 

EXTRA VALUE 
PACKAGE DEAL: 
SAVE $57.15 OVER INDIVIDUAL RETAIL PRICES. 

GET THE ABOVE 5 BOOKS AND 
THE 3 GUNSMITH/NG VIDEOS 
FOR ONLY $209.95 WITH UPS 
CHARGES PREPAID. 

ORDER DESK: 
(208) 634-4104 

4th class mail ~IEE 
orders, allow ll!!!!iiii!!IJ 
4-6 weeks 

__ Ruger Six-Series Manual Only 
__ Colt .45 Auto Manual Only 
__ Colt .45 Auto Video Only 
__ Colt .45 Auto Manual/Video Set 
__ S&W Revolver Manual Only 
__ S&W Revolver Video Only 
__ S&W Revolver Manual/Video Set 
__ Colt DA Vol. I Manual Only 
__ Colt DA Vol. I Video Only 
__ Colt DA Vol. I Manual/Video Set 
__ Colt DA Vol. II Manual Only 
__ Extra Value Pkg. Deal: 

@16.95 ___ _ 
@ 17.95 ----■ 
@ 58.95 ----■ 
@63.95 ___ _ @ 15.95 ____ _ 

@54.95 ___ _ 
@59.95 ___ _ 
@19.95 ___ _ 
@59.95 ___ _ 
@64.95 ___ _ 
@15.95 ___ _ 

5 Gun.smithing Books+ 3 Videos @ 209.95 ___ _ 
NO COD'S. PREVENT DELAY, SEND CORRECT SHIPPING WITH ORDER 
Std. ship/handle (4th class mail), first book or set USA $3.00 

Canada $4.00 
Add .SO shipping tor each extra book or tape ________ _ 
For faster insured UPS shipping (48 States) add $2.00 _____ _ 
Idaho residents add sales tax 
VHS □ or BETA □ Total 
MC/VISA# ___________ Exp. Date __ 



BY JOHN TAFFIN 

T he fabulous .401 PowerMag cal
iber has the power of the .44 
PowerMag with less recoil. This 
is the ideal large caliber revolver 

cartridge. Will kill any animal on the face 
of the earth or shoot through the cylinder 
block of any automobile. It will flatten a 
human no matter where you hit him." 

Thus read the hype on the Herter's 

mail from the famous Waseca, Minn., firm. 
And, sometimes, the products actually 

lived up to their Minnesota hype, hype 
that would make a New York ad-writer 
blush. According to Herter's, both Evan 
Marshall and Massad Ayoob have been 
wasting a lot of time gathering statistics 
on handgun stops as Herter's unashamed
ly announces that the .40 l would "flatten 

and African game". 
The .401 was chambered in the "Hert

er's Famous Custom Grade Super .401 
PowerMag Revolver" and boasted such 
amenities as "advanced design hammer 
spur, man-sized grips for more accurate 
shooting, built-in rear sight protectors, 
frame strengtheners, holster slippers, 
heavy-duty trigger guard, and custom 

the .401 PowerMag 
.40 I Power Mag cartridge as found in 
Herter's catalog from the 1960's. 

From 1893 until sometime after the 
enactment of the infamous Gun Control 
Act of 1968, Herter's Model Perfect 
reloading supplies, outdoor equipment, 
guns, et cetera- all touted as being better 
than anything else offered- were sold by 

a human no matter where you hit him." 
Of course they said the exact same 

thing about the .44 PowerMag. And the 
.357 PowerMag, though not claimed to 
have this magical power over humans, 
also joined the .401 and .44 as all three 
were described thusly: "With this 
revolver you can hunt all North American 

hand finished and polished, individually 
custom blued ... the finest quality all-steel 
single-action revolvers in all respects 
humanly possible to make." 

While unable to live up to the Herter's 
expectation, the .401 can do quite nicely as 
a medium bore magnum cartridge. It was 
simply destined to be killed off by the com-

High Performance .401 PowerMag Favorite Loads 
17 gr. #2400 

18 gr. #2400 

19 gr. #2400 

20 gr. H4227 

21 gr. H4227 

22 gr. H4227 

7 gr. Unique 

8 gr. Unique 

9 gr. Unique 

11 gr. Blue Dot 

12 gr. Blue Dot 

13 gr. Blue Dot 
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......................... .; ................................ _ .. . 
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~ : ;7 
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15 gr. H4227 ~------~-~.===T----r-----0----1 
16 gr. H4227 

17 gr. H4227 
.J====== 

500 1000 1500 2000 
Velocity (feet per second) 

WARNING: Approach all hand loading carefully by reducing charges listed by a least 10% and working up cautiously. Neither 
the author nor American Handgunner accept responsibility for results obtained with this reloading information due to the inherent 
variation in handloading components and individual reloading techniques. 
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bination of the introduction of the .4 l Mag
num in 1964 and the Gun Control Act of 
1968, which stopped mail-order sales to all 
except federal fiream1s licensees. 

The .401 PowerMag actually pre-dates 
Herter·s introduction by at least two 
qecades. In the late l 930's, a New York 
gunsmith named Gordon Boser, who 
designed Lyman's #429360 .44 Magnum 
bullet as well as #401452 for the .38-40 
and his pet wildcat, was working with the 
.401 Special. 

Using a Colt Single Action .38-40 
with a new cylinder reamed to accept 
.401 Winchester brass trimmed to 1.225". 
Boser 's .40 I used 180 grain 38-40 bullets 
over J 8.5 grains of #2400. 

Ray Thompson, who designed four 
excellent gas check bullets for Lyman 

(#429215, #429244, #452490, and 
#358156) also worked extensively with 
the .40 I. And even before this time, in 
the late l920's, gunsmith Pop Eimer had 
a ".40 Magnum" made up using .30-40 
Krag brass. Thompson's .40 I may have 
been based on Eimer's case. 

Until recently I had seen only one 
.401 PowerMag in my entire shooting 
life and that was one that I got for a 
friend from Herter's in 1966 for the 
magnificent sum of $47. 

At the time, Ruger Super Blackhawks 
were $116 and Smith & Wesson .44 Mag
nums were retailing for $140. 

In the past year, I hit upon an even 
greater bargain picking up two .40 I Pow
er Mag revolvers, 125 rounds of .40 I 
brass, and Herter's .40 I reloading dies for 
a total cost of only $250. One of the 
revolvers, except for a little holster wear, 
is virtually brand new. 

The original Herter's .40 I PowerMag 
ammunition was absolutely awful. Appar
ently, nothing had been learned since the 
introduction of the .357 Magnum with soft 
lead bullets in 1935 as factory ammunition 
for the .40 I was made up of soft swaged 
bullets that leaded te1Tibly. 

This did little or nothing to enhance 
the .40 I 's reputation. 

Is the .40 I viable today? After exten
sive use over the past six months, my 
advice to any sixgunner who finds a .40 I 
at a good price is: Buy it 1 

My original thought on purchasing the 
first .401 was to have it converted to a 

heavy-framed .38-40 by simply reaming 
the cylinder to accept the bottle-necked 
Winchester case. The excellent perfor
mance of the .40 I coupled with the 
announcement that Buckeye Sports will be 
offering a Ruger .38-40/I0mm Convertible 
put that thought on indefinite hold. 

Suppose one does find oneself as the 
proud owner of a .40 I with no brass and 
no reloading dies? Not to worry. I made 
brass for the .40 I by simply lubing .4 I 
Magnum brass and running it into the 
.40 I sizing die. 

Occasionally, a slight belt of brass 
would be raised at the base that would 
have to be milled or filed off. but in most 
instances, .4 I Magnum brass was instant
! y transformed to .40 I brass by one pass 
through the .401 sizer. 

The foregoing assumes one has .40 I 
dies. If not, I would not be a bit surprised 
to find .401 dies available from RCBS 
(605 Oro Dam Blvd., Dept AH, Oroville, 
CA 95965). And if one has I 0mm dies on 
hand. brass can be made using the I 0mm 
sizer, preferably non-carbide, and the .40 I 
can also be reloaded using the I 0mm dies: 

My dies only provide a taper crimp, 
which has served adequately, but if I need 
a heavy crimp, l run .40 I ammunition, 
made from .41 Magnum brass and assem
bled with I 0mm dies, into a .38-40 
crimping die. 

Once one has the brass, dies, etc., 
reloading the .40 I is as simple as loading 
any other straight-walled pistol case. I've 
been cheating lately and have been using 
a 10mm carbide sizing die to re-size my 
.40 I fired brass. 

And that brass, stamped "HERTER'S 
401 MAG.'" is tough! It was used when I 
got it, who knows how much, and I have 
reloaded it with heavy loads a minimum 
of five times, and have lost exactly one 
case with a split neck. 

My .40 I good fortune continued last 
month. My good friend Joe Penner, who 
always takes pictures of me when I need 
them to illustrate articles, was rummaging 
around under the shelves of the local gun
shop and behind the fancy new bullets 
found two I 00-round boxes of '· .38-40 
180 grain cast bullets" for $4 each. 

They turned out to be cast from 
Boser's #401452 and I felt like I had 
struck a mini-gold mine. Doing a little 
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back tracking, we were able to locate the 
mold, purchase it, and the same friend is 
now in my shop casting #401452's even 
as I write this. 

Actually, my best results with the .40 I 
have been obtained using not .401 bullets, 
nor even .38-40 bullets, but 10mm bul
lets. RCBS's #I0mm-200 is a real barn 
burner in the .40 I Power Mag. I shoot 
these right from the mold. un-sized and 
lubed with Lee's Tumble Lube. 

Results? Using 17 .0 grains of H4227. 
this load clocks out at 1205 fps accord
ing to the Oehler Model 35P and puts 
five shots in seven-eighths of an inch at 
25 yards. 

The same bullet sized to .400 and 
crimped over the front shoulder. and 
loaded over 20.0 grains of H4227, does 
1424 fps and shoots into five-eighths of 
an inch at 25 yards. It just doesn't get any 
better than this. And this from a six and 
one-half inch Herter's .401 PowerMag 
revolver that originally sold for $47! 

Patriot Manufacturing (P.O. Box 2014, 
Dept. AH, Sebring, FL 33871) offers 
both 180 grain JHP bullets for the .410 a 
well as cast bullets from Lyman·s 
#40 I 043 mold. Both of these are excel
lent bullets for the .40 I and I had my best 
results with 18.0 to 20.0 grains of #2400 
for 1,400 to 1,500 fps and I 9 .0 grains of 
H4227 for I .400 fps. 

When I started work with the .40 I, 
Vera! Smith of LBT (P.O. Box 357, Dept 
AH, Cornville. AZ 86325) designed two 
flat-nosed .40 I bullet molds of 205 and 
250 grain weights both of which utilize 
maximum case capacity. Smith is noted 
for being able to design bullets that get 
the most velocity possible. 

After I checked the prototype bullets 
for length, LBT sent the molds to Dailey 
Specialty (6980 E. Camino Encinatas, 
Dept AH, Tucson, AZ 85715) and I soon 
had a batch of test bullets of both 
weights. I ran both the 205 and 250 grain 
LBT bullets to 1,300+ fps and brass 
extracted easily in both instances. Both 
#2400 and H4227 were the best perform
ers with these bullets. 

Boser's old .401 Special bullet, proved 
to be not quite as accurate as some of the 
above mentioned bullets, but did perfom1 
well with both #2400 and WW296 with 
20.0 grains of WW296 for 1.350 fps 
being the most accurate. 

In its short life. the .401 PowerMag 
was chambered in only one revolver, the 
uglier-than-sin, but super-strong Herter·s 
PowerMag sixgun made by Germany's 
Sauer and Sohn. I intend to keep one of 
my PowerMags strictly as-issued and cut 
the other to a handier 4J/," barrel length, 
remove the ugly ears on both sides of the 
rear sight. flat-top the frame and also 
remove some of the excess metal from 
both the grip frame and the hammer spur. 

Thus modified. the PowerMag sixgun 
and the .40 I Power Mag cartridge should 
serve me well into the 
next century. 
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l'ESI' REPORT 

A s one who tests numerous handguns and shoots many thousands of rounds per 
year, I find it necessary to employ a rest for both sighting-in and accuracy test
ing. Rests come in all shapes, sizes and materials, and I have employed many 
different types. from large rocks with a folded up vest for padding to the swing

away tire carrier on the back of my Bronco. The latter is especially handy in bad weather. 

OUTERS 
PISTOL 
PERCH 

One creation. dubbed by my friends as the Taffin Machine Rest, consists of a piece of 
carpet about three feet wide and six feet long, that is rolled up tightly and taped with 
duct tape. The whole affair is covered with a piece of leather, as revolvers blow holes in 
carpeting very quickly due to all the blast and crud that escapes from the cylinder/barrel 
gap. It really serves quite nicely as a portable rest. 

Sandbags are the best ror a rest but they also require protection from revolver blast and they 
can be a nuisance to carry around. And it takes a lot of sandbags to make an adequate rest for 
handgun and hands; anywhere from eight to ten bags are usually needed for my shooting. By John Taffin 

Thanks to Outer's. I no longer need carpet remnants and my requirement for sandbags 
has been cut to one small bag. My resting needs are now met by Outer's Pistol Perch, a portable and fully adjustable rest for sighting

in and accuracy testing of handguns. 
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The Outer's Pistol Perch is made of tubular steel, and consists of a rigid three-legged 
base, a U-shaped cradle covered with soft plastic that both accepts and protects the gun 
barrel, and a platform covered with sheepskin that serves as rest for hands and gun butt. 

The whole outfit is adjustable three ways: I) the cradle can be raised and lowered 
by loosening and tightening of a large knob 2) the platform can be raised and low
ered in the same manner and 3) the platform can be moved from side-to-side. 

The advantages over sandbags are numerous. It certainly is much more portable and 
can be easily carried in the field or to the shooting range, and weighs much less than 
my required number of sandbags. Now I simply place one small bag on the platform so 
I can "dig-in" when I'm shooting. 

There are trade-offs, however, as I do not believe the Pistol Perch is quite as solid as 
shooting from sandbags, which allows the gun to be virtually "bedded'" into the bags. 
For the great convenience afforded, 1 am willing to accept that. 

The Outer's Pistol Perch retails for $79.95 and is available from Omark Industries, 
Sporting Equipment Division, Outers/Weaver, P.O. 
Box 39, Dept AH, Onalaska, WI 54650. 

PARTS & ACCESSORIES FOR PRACTICAL PISTOL 
ED BROWN PRODUCTS 
Beavertail Grip Safety Blue ................... $29.00 
Beavertail Grip Safety SS ...................... 31.00 
Match Commander Hammer Blue .......... 32.00 
Match Commander Hammer SS ........... 35.00 
Extended Thumb Safety Blue ................. 29.00 
Extended Thumb Safety SS .................. 31.00 
Ambidextrous Safety Blue ..................... 49.00 
Ambidextrous Safety SS ....................... 54.00 
Maxi-well Blue ....................................... 29.00 
Maxi-well SS ......................................... 31.00 

Dealer Prices on all Combat Corner Products 
and Wilson Products. Send FFL 

Combat Corner Ext. Mag. Release ........ $21.95 
(SS catch body add - $4.00) 

Combat Corner Extended Magazine 
Button & Screw.... 9.95 

Combat Corner Quickloader Mag. Well._ 6.00 
Combat Corner .45 ACP Mag. Pads........ 1.50 
Hill Fas-Trac Holster .............................. 99.00 
Safariland Final Option Holster ............... 85.00 
Davis Competitive Edge Holster ............. 82.00 
Hill 1 OM Mag. Pouch ............................. 38.00 

ORDER BY FAX! 24 HOUR SERVICE (716) 672-4218 

Hill #134 Comp. Belt.. ......................... 50.00 Wilson #47 DE 8 RD .. .45ACP Mag .... 28.95 
Breskovich Advtg. Grip System ............. 55.00 Wilson Commander Hammer #95 .......... 26.95 
Swenson Ambidextrous Safety .............. 50.00 Wilson Extended Ejectior #34 ............... 20.95 
Swenson Amb. w/fhumbshield ............ 70.00 Wilson Adjustable Trigger #1 ................ 16.50 
Wilson #66 Beavertail Sfty (BISS) ......... 23.95 Wilson Match Quality Extractor ............ 16.95 
King #206 Wide Spur Grip Sfty(B/SS) ... 25.00 Wilson Ambi. Safety #192 B/S .............. 54.00 
Wilson Drop-in LE-K Comp. Kit .45 ..... 250.00 Shooting Star Magazine .45SP .............. 24.00 
Clark Pinmaster Compensator .45 ....... 270.00 Shooting Star Magazine .38SP ............. 29.00 
Wichita Combat Rear Adjust. Sight ....... 60.00 McCormick Hammer (NASTOFF) 75.00 
Bombar BMCS Rear Sight .................... 59.00 McCormick Sear ................................... 22.00 
Wilson #25110RD. 38 Super Mag ........ 28.95 McCormick Carbon Fiber Trigger .......... -28.00 

Smith & Alexander Mag. Well 
"I Shoot Hostages" Halpin ..... 

.... 67.95 
.... 4.25 

Check, Money Order, Mastercard, 
VISA & COD Orders Accepted 
Phone Orders: Mon-Fri 4-10 EST 
Add $1.00 per order 
for shipping 
NY State Residents 
Add 7% Sales Tax • . 

Order & Payment To: Combat Corner, R.D. #1, 9518 Rt. 60, Fredonia, NV 14063 
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• Easy operation. Just turn it on and 
start shooting for most common 
operation modes. 

• Automatically selects shot 
detection and stop plate switch 
operations. Par time available 
on shot and stop plate modes. 

• Bold LCD display and touch pad 
controls on top of unit provide 
convenient viewing/operation. 

• Features low-frequency buzzer or 
optional high-frequency buzzer. 

• Lightweight custom-molded 
housing with clear dust cover 
top seals out contamination. 

• Coupling jack for man-on-man 
or remote start. 

• Powered by 9-volt alkaline battery 
in easy access compartment. 

All this performance for only 
$225.00. 

ProTach•M Chronograph 
• Portable easy to set-up on table or 

standard camera tripod. Indoor/ 
outdoor capability. 

• Records number of shots, velocity 
from shot-to-shot without 
resetting, and average velocity 
per shot string. 

• Provides direct velocity readouts 
from 75 to 4500 fps with accuracy 
to 1/2%. 

• Large LCD display for positive 
viewing from firing position. 
Display includes low battery 
indicator. 

• Diffuser hoods included to assist 
built-in skyscreens on bright days. 

• Powered by 9-volt alkaline battery. 
• Optional remote control allows 

resetting for number of shots and 
average velocity from up to 20 ft. 

Now only $129.95. 

ProTach•M CLASSIC 
Chronograph 
• The classic down-range sensor 

features full-function readout at 
shooting position. 

• Easy set-up and operation for 
indoor/outdoor use. Pre-assembled 
sensors mount on standard 
camera tripod. 

• Displays high and low velocities, 
extreme spread, standard 
deviation, average velocity, 
shot number and average shot 
velocities. 

• 75 to 4500 fps velocity range with 
accuracy to within 1/2%. 

• Memory stores up to 24 shots, 
calculates up to 211 shots. 

• Edit function allows removal of 
unwanted velocities from shot 
string. 

IC Competition Electronics, Inc. 
2542 Point O' Woods Rockford, IL 61111 

• lrue, standard deviation. 
• Large LCD display with low battery 

indicator. 
• Powered by 9-volt alkaline battery. 
• Diffuser hoods included for bright 

days. 

Complete, ready-to-use at just 
$189.95. 

ProTNT,M 
• All the outstanding features of our 

ProTimer III and ProTach CLASSIC 
combined in one economical unit. 

• It's your best value for the ultimate 
in precision, reliable performance. 

Only $325.00. 

All of our products feature ... 
• 30 day money-back guarantee 
• One year limited warranty 
• 5 day turnaround service policy 

ORDER NOW! 
Call Toll-Free 1-800-222-3845. 
Visa, MasterCard and COD accepted. 
Illinois residents add 6-1 / 4 % sales 
tax. Add $4.50 for shipping and 
handling. Certified check or money 
order by mail. 



A s I leafed through the gun trade paper, a small one
inch by two-inch add in the top corner immediately 
caught my eye. It simply read: .44 SPECIAL 
CONVERSIONS. 

Now I am a pushover for a good .44 Special and had two Sis
ley Colt SA's and one Ruger Three Screw Blackhawk at the 
time, all of which had started life in a less desirable chambering 
than the grand old .44 Special. 

What's so special about the Special? Yes, it has been heavily 

as a defensive sixgun, and loaded up to 1200 feet per second, the 
.44 Special becomes a hunting handgun for close range deer and 
black bear. 

I did not own my first .44 Special until three years after the 
first .44 Magnum was introduced to the sixgunning public. My 
wife presented me with the ideal present our first Christmas 
together, a Smith & Wesson .44 Special six and one-half inch 
barreled 1950 Target. 

Since that first .44 Special there have been many other sixguns 
overshadowed by the 
.44 Magnum, .41 
Magnum, and the .454 
Casull, and even full 
house .45 Colts, but 
for easy packin' com
bined with real 
portable power, the 
.44 Special is still a 
great package whether 
it be in a Smith & 
Wesson Model 24/624 
or Colt Single Action/ 
New Frontier. 

Lil' Rogers 
of both single action 
and double action per
suasion: Smiths, Colt 
SA's, and New Fron
tiers, Great Westerns, 
five-shot Charter Bull
dogs, and the above 
mentioned Bisley and 
Ruger conversions. 

At 900 feet per 
second, a 250 grain 
Keith bullet in a .44 
Special is hard to beat 
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Shrinking down a Ruger single-action is mighty 
fine, but rechambering it to a big bore .44 

Special, well, that's just too good to be true! 

By John Taffin 

I immediately 
clipped the ".44 
SPECIAL CONVER
SIONS" ad and con
tacted Diagonal Rd. 
Gun Shop (14131 
Diagonal Rd., Dept 
AH, LaGrange, Ohio 
44050). 
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Andy Horvath knew of me through my 
writings and 1 found a kindred spirit who 
also had enjoyed the sixgun articles of 
Elmer Keith and Skeeter Skelton. Andy 
told me that he had been working on guns 
since the age of thirteen at which time he 
restocked his .22 rifle with a discarded 
piece of walnut floorboard. His specialty 
now is custom sixguns and I can now attest 
to the fact that he does excellent work and 
his re-bluing is especially beautiful. 

.. Andy, I'd like a real special .44 Spe- Andy Horvath tastefully marks his 

Rugers and would certainly make a dandy 
little Sheriff's Model Ruger. Along with 
the Ruger .357 , I also sent a seven and 
one-half inch Super Blackhawk barrel, 
and some special items I had been saving 
for just such a project. From my parts 
box, I pulled my last Ruger blued steel 
ejector rod housing, and my last 1960's 
wide Super Blackhawk hammer. I also 
sent a pair of Rosewood Ruger grips that 
I had picked up somewhere, I believe 
when Ruger had an over-run of .22 Sin
glc-S ix Colorado Centennial stocks a 
number of years ago . 

cial. a round-butted, four-inch barreled conversions with handcut lettering. 
.44 built on a Ruger .357 Three Screw 
Blackhawk. A real .44 Special packin' pistol." 

Andy also had a soft spot in his heart, soul. and spirit for a 
good .44 Special and related that he had converted both Smith & 
Wesson and Ruger sixguns to .44 Special and also an old Winch
ester '92 that he had bought for parts that turned out to be so 
good internally that he relined the barrel to .44 Special. 

Andy said he could round the butt of the .357 Blackhawk and 
cut the barrel and ejector rod housing to four inches with no 
problem. So off went a like new six and one-half inch .357 
Three Screw Blackhawk. Along with the .357 Blackhawk, I sent 
a picture of a .45 ACP Ruger that leathermaker Thad Rybka had 
made up with a round butt and four-inch barrel. 

The older Three Screw Rugers are smaller than New Model 
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It seemed like a very short time before I received a package 
marked Diagonal Rd. Gun Shop. Eagerly unwrapping the little 
package, I found all I had asked for and more. It is not too often I 
get really excited over a sixgun anymore, but this was a case of 
love at first sight. 

I found a beauty of a Special sixgun. The bluing was deep and 
perfect, the round butted grip felt even better than I had hoped for. 
Horvath had polished the standard aluminum grip frame and 
round-butted it so it slipped into my hand perfectly. The grips were 
also rounded and tapered just right. Most single action grips are 
tapered the reverse of what they should be, namely big at the bot
tom and small at the top. Horvath did it right. 

Continued on page 112 
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A custom holster is necessary for the frame extension and Ernie Hill Speed 
Leather is already on line with a new model that fits the Briley custom pistol. 

Claudio is from Johannesburg, South 
Africa, where he was hailed as the pre
miere combat pistolsmith in a country 
that is second only to the United States iJ1 
its active participation in IPSC. It was 
here in the land of the Zulu and the Boer 
that Claudio was forced to perfect his 
gunmaking abilities in spite of an interna
tional arms embargo against his country. 

Despite the scarcity of guns and the 
exorbitant blackmarket cost of those few 
rare pans that squirmed their way into the 

country, the South African gunsmith 
nonetheless managed to weld and braze 
his way to dynamic new designs. Clau
dio's distinctively profiled beavertaiJ grip 
safety, for example, is made by welding
up a stock part and hand-filing it to shape. 

The story of a talented gunsmith mak
ing-do with hardly anything but scrap 
metal is inspiring. It is both an astonish
ing technical achievement and, moreover, 
a triumph of ma.n's fierce will to succeed. 
Best of a.II, this is a heartwarming story 

Mag funnel is completely handmade. 

that ends happily for Claudio Sa.la.ssa. 
After wrest I ing with the most enor

mous decision of his life, Claudio finally 
made up his mind to immigrate to the 
United States with his wife Shelagh, 
daughter Natalie, 6, and son Paolo, 4. He 
sold his house and car, crated up his pos
sessions and sailed from Africa for the 
distant shores of America. 

The Briley Connection 
eeding to find a job before he could 

complete his immigration application, 
Claudio found a home with Briley Manu
facturing of Houston, Texas. Jess Briley, 
owner and president of the company, pio
neered the screw-in choke tube for 
shotguns and the name of Briley is to 
competitive trap and skeet shooting what 
the name of Wilson is to combat pistol 
shooting. In short, Claudio was fortunate 
enough to hook up with one of the best 
firms in the business. · 

The only catch was that Briley excels 
in shotguns, not pistols, and the talents of 
this amazing African pistolsmith would 
not be fully utilized by reaming shotgun 
barrels for the ultra-precise Briley choke 
tube installations. When Claudio first 
went to work at Briley, he was assigned 
to polishing shotgun receivers, which 
would be something like having Joe 
Montana serve as waterboy for the 49ers. 

However, Jess Briley quickly recog
nized the abilities of his new employee 
and moved to maximize those talents by 
organizing a new wing in his industrial 
facility, the Briley Pi. to! Division, under 
the exclusive control of Claudio Salassa.. 

But even before the new Briley Pistol 
Division had time to open, Claudio just 
couldn't leave well enough alone. 
Intrigued with the Briley choke tubes, 
the inveterate inventor designed the 
"Briley Comp Choke" which quickly 
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received rave reviews by leading com
petitive shotgunners. 

By applying the concept of his pistol 
compensator to shotguns, Claudio turned 
Briley·s choke tube into an effective 
expansion chamber design that cuts muz-
2le rise by over 40%! Already the Briley 
Comp Choke is sweeping the trap and 
sporting clays world like nothing since, 
well, screw-in Briley choke tubes. 

Claudio and 1 have been friends for a 
number of years elating back to when I 
was a foreign exchange student at Rand 
Afrikaans University in South Africa. 
Long have I known of Claudio's out
standing pistolsmithing ability and long 
have I kept it a secret. You see, there's no 
point in writing an article about this great 
gunsmith on the Dark Continent whom 
no American hanclgunner could ever 
patronize unless, of course, he popped in 
to buy a gun while on safari. 

For years I cherished the secret of this 
unknown gunsmith confident that one 
clay, somehow, someway I would have 
the pleasure of introducing him to you. 
That time is now. 

Sensational Pistols 
The incredible custom pistols of Clau

dio Salassa are not just good, they're sen
sational. The workmanship is absolutely 
Best Qua I ity and l use that term as the 
British originally applied it to only the 
very finest of weapons. Truly deserving 
to rank in the highest echelons of his pro
fession, Claudio Salassa shares a talent in 
the same league with such consummate 
masters of the combat pistol craft as 
Steve Nastoff, Jim Boland and Paul 
Liebenberg. 

Paul Liebenberg? Isn't he also a South 
African? Now that's a coincidence. 

Newly hired by Smith & Wesson to 
head their Performance Center of custom 
handguns, Paul Liebenberg is indeed an 
expatriate South African who emigrated 
to the United States to work for Pach
mayr Gun Works back in the early Eight
ies just as Claudio came to the Promised 
Land in l989. 

A serious student of custom handguns 
would have noticed the striking similarity 
between the work of Claudio Salassa and 
Paul Liebenberg and wondered if it's not 
more than just coincidence. It is- the 
two master pistolsmiths used to work 
together in South Africa! 

Sharing their techniques together, 
learning their trade together, Paul and 
Claudio both worked for the same gun
shop in Johannesburg where they collabo
rated on such distinctive designs as the 
gracefully sweeping beavertail grip safety 
and the ergonomically contoured Swen
son thumb safeties. 

When I shot the gun you see here in the 
1990 Steel Challenge, people would com
ment about the "Paulie pistol" l was shoot
ing, so similar are the two men's work. 

There are, however. two major dif
ferences between the custom combat 

The single port compensator, with deflection shield, is used for this .45 ACP. 

Notice the detailed perfection of these handmade Salassa combat accessories. 

We tested the Salassa pistol in the heat of competition at the Steel Challenge. 
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pistols of Claudio and Paul. First, Paul 
no longer customizes Colt's or Spring
field Armory's 1911 now that he works 
for S&W. 

Secondly, even if Paul did still offer 
his superb Government Model pistols, he 
would be backlogged to the tune of a 
three year waiting list; Claudio is now 
accepting current orders with no backlog. 

Yes, you read that right. No backlog! 
Claudio has been in America less than a 
year now and the BriJey Pistol Division just 
opened a few months ago. For the first time 
ever, you can order one of the exquisite cus
tom pistols of American Handgunner with
out waiting forever to get it! 

This is the first ttme a national reader
ship has ever heard of Claudio Salassa, 
but it certainly won't be the last. Two 
other major magazines are already 
preparing stories on Claudio. Remember 
you heard it here first, and if you want to 
beat the crowd, caJI him at the Briley Pis-

tol Division at 1-800-331-5718 or 713-
932-6995 (in Texas). 

Hallmarks Of Quality 
The full-house competition pistol 

shown in these gorgeous photographs is 
based on a Springfield Armory Model 
1911-A I in caliber .45 ACP. That it has 
the basic components of a Government 
Model is all that indicates the extensively 
modified pistol ever started life as the 
same GI auto that dear old dad took to 
war. Amazing! 

Claudio rendered the basic service gun 
into a unique combat pistol designed as an 
all-around competition pistol for TPSC 
matches, Bianchi Cup tournaments and 
Steel Challenge speed shooting contests. 

There are two hallmarks of a Salassa 
custom pistol- an exacting attention to 
detail and an unremitting dedication to 
quality. It's really not a subtle thing to 
pick out a Salassa pistol's excellence 
because the wonderful abundance of 
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beautifully handmade parts is a dead 
giveaway. When you see work like this, 
you know you're viewing the very best. 

Claudio calls this gun his Bianchi Cup 
Model because it was originally designed 
for the unique demands of NRA action 
shooting. The singular characteristic that 
sets Claudio's Bianchi gun apart from his 
IPSC combat pistol is the use of a heavy
weight frame extension that serves to sta
bilize the pistol for the Barricade Event 
and also to provide a suitable platform for 
mounting an Aimpoint sight. 

The gun weighs a recoil-absorbing 50 
ozs., almost twice as heavy as the new 
breed of ultra-light pistols from Jim 
Boland and others. The featherweight 
guns, like the .38 Super pistol used by 
1990 Steel Challenge winner Jethro 
Dionisio, are trimmed and slimmed to 
shed every ounce possible. The theory is 
that a lighter gun will be more snappy 
and responsive for the special require-

ments of speed shooting- ultra-light, 
uJtra-fast. 

But these Ethiopian guns are too light 
to comfortably handle the sharp recoil of 
full-power IPSC loads or even the punch 
of match hardball for Bianchi shooting. 
That's precisely why Claudio prefers to 
pack on the pounds for his heavyweight 
underlug that, naturally, he built entirely 
from scratch. 

An optional extra on this pistol is a 
handmade custom sight base that attaches 
to the underlug for an Aimpoint sight. 

Furthermore, I'm not so sure that 
Light Makes Right. There's nothing like 
good old Newtonian weight to soak up 
recoil. For many years shooters have 
actually tried to make their guns heav
ier- witness the Breskovich Advantage 
steel grip panels and the Nastoff tungsten 
guide rods. 

Shucks, look at the original "comp 
gun" itself, the Clark Bowling Pin Model 
which was nothing more than a Govern-

ment Model with a weight attached to the 
end of the barrel. 

And it's not necessary to have a fly
weight pistol just for some weird sensa
tion of "swing," the feeling of smoothly 
tracking a pistol from target to target. I 
shot the gun shown here, which weighs 
50 ozs., in the Steel Challenge and it did 
just fine, thanks. 

For IPSC shooting with a stout load of 
WW 231 and a 200 grain semi-wadcutter 
clipping along at 950 fps, the Salassa 
combat pistol really comes into its own. 
Shooting these hot .45 loads in the heavy 
underlugged pistol feels about like shoot
ing light bullseye loads in a standard 
Government Model. 

I really like the muzzle-heavy feel of 
Claudio's pistol, but then again I've 
always found the ultra-lights are too 
snappy and too quick. The extra weight 
seems to be balanced precisely in the 
right place to give the shooter a smooth, 
naturally-pointing feel. 
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The Briley match-grade barrel seemed 
to prefer Federal's 185 gr. Match, 
shooting inside 2" at 50 yards. 

Thumbs Up 
Like so much of the Salassa custom 

pistol, many of the accessories are modi
fied from existing parts. Look at the 
handmade ambidextrous safeties, for 
example. Claudio started with a plain 
Wilson ambi safety, cul off the little 
rhumb levers and welded on two new 
pieces. He contoured these new pieces to 
ergonomically match the human thumb 
with a curved shaped reminiscent of an 
Aral ian scimitar. 

A huma11 thumb bends to more of a 
crescent shape than a square-corner and 
the handmade Salassa safety duplicates 
this curvature exactly. lL is as comfortable 
to operate as it is tasteful to look at. 

Another ergonomic touch that Claudio 
incorporates on a Briley Pistol Division 
full-blown race-gun is a handmade slide 
slop. Designed to maximize the strength 
of a shooter's grip, the slide stop features 

Continued on page 106 
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B 
efore any big match l like to ask 
the Big Guns where the smart 
money is riding. Chatting with the 
top competitors often draws some 

vital hints on who's hot and who's not. This 
can be most infom1at:ive for a reporter look
ing to weed a field of several hundred shoot
ers down to a manageable handful that can 
be watched during the match. 

My pre-game show is considerably eas
ier than Frank Gifford's. Unlike the volatile 
world of pro football, here you don't have 
to worry about any given shooter winning 
on any given Sunday. lt's more like cover
ing Wimbledon where you already know 
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that only a dozen or so of the top seeds 
have any real chance of winning. 

After all, a reporter can only be in one 
place at a time and it's very awkward to 
deal with a situation like the 1989 
Bianchi Cup when a total darkhorse pops 
out of the field and beats all the Big 
Guns. No one had ever heard of Lemoine 
Wright before his surprising win; no one 
has heard from him since. 

So I ask around a bit, l check the track 
before the race. 

But in all my years of covering com
petitive handgunning, I've never heard 
pre-game prognostications like l heard at 

the 10th Annual Steel Challenge held 
recently in California. Never before have 
I heard such despondency among the best 
shooters in the world. Never before have 
these past and current champions seemed 
so dejected, so resigned to losing. 

"Let's face it," moped six-time IPSC 
national champion Rob Leatham, "We're 
all shooting for second place." 

"Looks like it's the kid's year," pre
dicted Chip McCormick, the only man to 
ever win two Steel Challenges, back-to
back no less. 

"If he shoots his game, he can't be 
beat," ventured '82 Challenge champion 
Mike Plaxco, formerly of Team Spring
field but now flying the colors of Team 
Smith & Wesson. 

Who is this marvel of shooting that 
has these world-class shooters trembling 
in fear? Who is this kid? 

They Call Him ,, Jet" 
He was a mere youngster of eight, 

hardly more than a toddler, when John 
Shaw won the first Steel Challenge in 
1981. Ten years later and now a veteran 
of three Steel Challenge matches, "the 
kid" is an 18-year-old college student 
who is fast. Make that very fast! 

Jethro Dionisio from the Philippines is 
not only the youngest shooter to ever win 
a major pistol match, but also he is the 
first foreigner to ever win the Steel Chal
lenge. And- my oh my!- he does put 
on a show of blinding speed when he 
slaps leather! 

How fast is he? 
So fast that in the warm-up match held 

two weeks before the Steel Challenge as 
a dry-run for range personnel and practice 
for the competitors, Jethro beat Rob 
Leatham like a step-child. Like a red
headed step-child. 

The kid his friends so appropriately 
call "Jet" for his after-burner speed abso
lutely wiped the range with Leatham and 
Jerry Barnhart and Brian Enos and any
one else who dared to step to the line 
against him. Jet blew past them all like 
they were standing still. He won the 
warm-up match by an astonishing mar-

Jethro Dionisio wowed all the folks 
with his uncanny speed shooting. The 
friendly kid from the Philippines had 
a lot a friends from back home who 
competed in the Steel Challenge. 
Among the most enthusiastic shooters 
in the world, Filipinos are always 
competitive in world competition, but 
this was the first international 
championship go to this pearl of the 
Pacific. 
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gin. over two full seconds! 
It was a phenomenal perfomiance and 

it shook up America s top pro shooters. 
Coming just two short weeks before the 
Steel Challenge, Jethrn's astonishing vic
tory cast a spell of gloom and defeat over 
his erstwhile rivals. 

But at the ame time, people couldn't 
forget Jethro's previous performance at 
the '89 Challenge when he totally domi
nated the match, won three stages and 
then completely blew-out on the Speed 
Option stage. He may be hotter than a 
two dollar pistol, but can he hold his 
mental game together? That would be the 

question when the match began. 

Ten Years Of Steel 
Fresh white paint glistened on the 

steel plates of the Tenth Annual World 
Speed Shooting Championships, a.k.a. 
the Steel Challenge. It was a poignant 
moment to see the dawning of the second 
decade of the Steel Challenge and to con
trast the shooting of today with that of 
1981 when it all began. 

Things have changed dramatically in 
IO years. The guns are more sophisticat
ed. the calibers are smaller, the holsters 
are faster, the money is richer. Even the 

The two founders of the Steel Challenge, Mike Dalton (above le~) and Mike 
Fichman (above} returned to compete in the 10th anniversary of their creation. 
Ten years ago it was considered risque to shoot steel plates (ohmygod, what 
about the ricochets?} but the two Mikes knew better and gave a whole new 
sport to handgunners. Arnt Magne-Myhre (below} even got the word in 
Norway and came to America to shoot a dazzling second place score. 

FIVE T 
N PR 
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name is different. It is almost as though 
the tenn "combat shooting" has somehow 
become tainted over the years for today 
we politely refer to this sort of thing as 
"action shooting." 

In 1981, a state-of-the-art gun was a 
Jim Clark "Bowling Model" which was a 
basic everyday 1911 with a block of steel 
attached to the end of a six-inch barrel. 
No ports, no holes, no compensators. 
There was only one caliber, of course, the 
.45 ACP. 

Back then the hot set-up was a Rogers 
speed holster from a small, fledgling 
leathershop in Florida newly opened by 
an ex-FBI agent. Since then, Bill Rogers 
has parlayed his patented thermo-lami
nate holster construction into a multi-mil
lion dollar deal sold to Safariland. The 
staying power of his remarkable genius at 
designing competition holster seems to 
have stood the test of time- nearly half 
of the 1990 field wear a Rogers-designed 
Safariland speed holster. 

Taking a stroll down memory lane was 
enhanced by the presence of many of the 
same shooters who competed in the first 

Steel Challenge. Some of the great Com
bat Masters were there, but others like 
Jim Zubiena, Bill Wilson, Ross Seyfried 
and Lee Cole have stopped competing 
for a variety of reasons. 

Foremost among the ghosts of Steel 
Challenge Past were the two men who 
conceived and developed the match, 
Mike Dalton and Mi.ke Fichman. The two 
Mikes competed in the I 0th Annual 
match and it was almost like glimpsing 
into a time machine to see Mike Dalton 
snatch his Jim Clark customized Colt 
from a crossdraw Ted Blocker holster. 
Mike Fichman proved that he ·s still got 
the fast reflexes of a master shooter as he 
popped his Detonics custom combat pis
tol from his crossdraw rig of yesteryear. 

Most past champions are still actively 
competing, but some ,u-e not. John Shaw. 
the first winner, has retired from competi
tive shooting entirely, as has Nick Pruitt. 
Mickey Fowler no longer competes at 
speed shooting , but he is still a threat at 
the Bianchi Cup. The rest of the decade's 
past champions are all still active and 
were competing at the 1990 match. 

Clockwise from left: 
Team Smith & Wesson debuted at the 
Steel Challenge with (L -RJ team 
manager and S& W historian Roy 
Jinks, revolver maestro Jerry 
Miculek, Tom Campbell, Mike Plaxco 
and Brian Enos. 
Doug Koenig, 2 1, is another 
youngster like Jethro with a 
tremendous potential. He placed 6th, 
but he's capable of better as 
Leatham's Column describes on p. 24. 
Judy Woolley of Montana "shot like a 
man," according to one observer, 
with her non-compensated Colt .45. 
She ran away with the Top Lady title 
and is the first female to ever rank in 
the top 50 overall. 
Jerry Barnhart, shooting for Team 
Colt and Wilson's Gun Shop, gave us 
all a true lesson in sportsmanship 
during the Shoot-Off when he 
graciously gave his opponent another 
chance when his adversary's gun 
jammed. 
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Let's take a moment to recognize the 
achievements of these great shooters: 

Ten Years Of Winning 
1981 John Shaw 
1982 Mike Plaxco 
1983 Mickey Fowler 
1984 Nick Pruitt 
1985 Rob Leatham 
1986 Chip McCormick 
1987 Jerry Barnhart 
1988 Chip McCormick 
1989 Angelo Spagnoli 
1990 Jethro Dionisio 

The New Challenge 
For the first time in its IO year history, 

the Steel Challenge is no longer an open 
tournament. The new director of the Steel 
Challenge, Kerby Smith, enacted a pop
ulist change that switches the match to a 
pro-am format, like The Masters. 

No longer does a duffer from 
Eggstain, Ark., have to compete against 
the likes of Rob Leatham and Angelo 
Spagnoli. Now a shooter can use his clas
sification from IPSC combat shooting to 

enter in either A, B, C or D classes. 
Those shooters with a Master Class rating 
or who have finished in the top 50 of pre
vious Steel Challenges are promoted to 
the upper division of Pro Class. The rest 
of us compete in Amateur Class. 

Each class has as its top prize a spec
tacular custom pistol from some of the 
finest combat specialists in the country. 
Richard Heinie, for instance, built the A 
Class winner's pistol. Each stage in the 
match also puts up a valuable firearm, 
like a S&W Model 1006, for the Amateur 
Class winner. 

This new format for the Steel Chal
lenge was loudly applauded by top-flight 
competitors as well as rank and file 
shooters. Now everyone has a chance to 
distinguish himself and win a really nice 
prize by competing against others of sim
ilar skill level. 

The only complaint I heard about 
Director Smith's new program was from 
shooters who didn't learn of the popular 
change until it was too late to enter the 
match. Next year, I predict, the Steel 
Challenge will enjoy a record-setting 

attendance as grassroots shooters from 
across the country will flock to partici
pate in what everyone agrees is the most 
"shooter friendly" match on the circuit. 

A True Sportsman 
A highlight of the Steel Challenge 

occurred after the match during the Shoot
Off of the top eight finishers and the top 
eight "category winners" like Top Cop, 
High Lady, B Class Winner, etc. Pre
dictably, the man-on-man elimination slow
ly weeded out the weaker shooters until 
only the strongest and fastest survived. 

A classic confrontation was in the 
making from the outset between the blis
tering speed shooter whom they call The 
Burner and the new Steel Challenge 
champion, Jethro Dionisio. The Burner is 
Jerry Barnhart, winner of the 1988 Steel 
Challenge and one of the fastest Ieather
slappers on the pro tour. Of course Jethro 
had just beaten third place finisher Barn
hart in the match, but the Shoot-Off was a 
whole new baLigame. 

In the first of their two-out-of-three 
Continued on page 92 

GUNS AND GEAR OF THE TOP TEN 
Time Name Pistol Caliber Model Pistolsmith Holster Reloader 

67.66 Jethro Dionisio Caspian/Colt .38 Super 1911 First Option Ernie Hill Dillon 550-B 

71.49 Arnt-Magne Myhre Caspian Arms .38 Super 1911 Leon Leffel Safari land Dillon 

72.92 Jerry Barnhart Colt Firearms .38 Super 1911 Bill Wilson Safariland Dillon 1050 

73.08 Michael Voigt Springfield .38 Super 1911 Kodiak Pree. Safari land Dillon 1050 

73.72 Rob Leatham Springfield .38 Super 1911 Springfield Custom Safariland Dillon 1000 

75.72 Doug Koenig Springfield .38 Super 1911 Springfield Custom Safariland Dillon 

75.91 Brian Enos S&W 9mm 5906 Allan Zilla Safariland Dillon 

76.95 Chip McCormick Springfield .38 Super 1911 Steve Nastoff Ernie Hill C-H 

78.91 Angelo Spagnoli Springfield .38 Super 1911 Jim Boland Ernie Hill Dillon 

80.74 Chris Horii Springfield .38 Super 1911 Springfield Custom Ernie Hill Dillon 
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Guns Calibers Leather Re loaders 
Colt 105 .38 Super 156 Ernie Hill 129 Dillon 174 

Springfield 96 .45 ACP 48 Safari land 99 Lee 9 

S&W 20 9mm 27 Ted Blocker 10 RCBS 4 

Caspian Arms 19 .38 Spl. 19 Gordon Davis 9 Hornady 3 

Glock 4 .357 Mag. 4 Bianchi Intl. 3 Star 2 

Federal Ord. 3 10mm Auto 2 Kein 3 C-H 

AMT 3 

Browning 

Detonics 

Essex 

Llama 

Randall 

Taurus 

Thompson 
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COP TALK 
Co11ti11uedfrom page 27 

a gun off-duty for personal protection. 
Item: An armed embassy guard from 

the London Metropolitan Police is return
ing to his assignment from lunch when he 
interrupts an armed robbery in progress. 
The thugs open up on him; though hit, he 
kills one with his .38 and neutralizes the 
other with a severe wound. 

Does his society thank him for risking 
his lire on their behalf? No, a major Lon
don newspaper editorializes that if 
embassy guards were stripped of their 
guns. or at least required to check them in 
before going lo lunch. such embarrassing
ly nasty bloodbaths wouldn't stain the 
city's streets and the nation's image. 

Item: A squad of SAS troopies in 
plainclothes on an anti-terrorist mission 
are following a trio of known terrorists 
believed to be involved in planting bombs 
in public areas of Gibraltar. As the sus
pects see them and appear to reach into 
their pockets as if for weapons or remote
control explosive triggers, the SAS men 
cut them down in a hail of Browning fire. 

They and the SAS go on trial in the 
media as well as the courts. The official 
verdict from that hearing, finally, was 
Justifiable Homicide. 

Death Of A Citizen 
It is in this kind of aftermath that Post 

Shooting Trauma nourishes. Would any
one 1101 be bitter about putting their life 
on the line to protect society, only to be 
told that the act had shown them to be a 
brutal subhuman with no right to wear a 
badge or gun? 

That trauma is imaginary only to those 
who have never used, or faced having to 
use. deadly force within our society. To 
the cop who has had to face the inevitable 
societal judgment that follows when the 
echoes of the shots have died away, the 
trauma is all too real. 

He has learned at that moment the true 
difference between a policeman's gun and 
a soldier's. The soldier kills a designated 
enemy, and his society rewards him. The 
policeman kills a criminal who is 
nonetheless seen by the system as a mem
ber of society, and that cop now faces 
investigation and judgment in The Death 
or a Citizen. 

The more military the mindset, the less 
the trauma. In some countries where the 
cops are literally at arn1ed war with the bad 
guys, they are indeed heroes for slaying 
same, and they suffer little if any PST. 

An American SWAT cop, part of a 
drilled domestic version of an infantry 
squad and deployed onJy against the very 
worst and most vicious, may be made to 
suffer less than the road patrolman who 
kills a berserker who pulled a gun during 
a routine traffic stop. 

ln England, where even most cops 

~ 
\-I~---
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Your fastest, most 
affordable source for 

America's highest 
quality custom pistols. 

• 

Want a top notch, high tech 1911-A 1 pistol for IPSC competition similar to 
the ones used by world class action shooters Rob Leatham, Doug Koenig 
and Ken Tapp, all members of Springfield's elite Super Squad? How about 
a precise, reliable wadcutter or hardball gun every bit as accurate as the 
ones used by bullseye champions Tom Woods and Ralph Talbot? Quality 
built Springfield Custom pistols are the choice of champions. 

Under the direction of renowned pistolsmith Les Baer, the Springfield 
Custom Shop employs the very latest patented state-of-the-art technology 
and the highest quality parts-including Springfield's forged steel 1911-A 1 
components-to build premium grade 1911-A 1 custom pistols. Concerned 
about turnaround time and cost? We're as fast as any custom operation 
you'll find (we're talking weeks, not years). And our prices are extremely 
competitive. For the ultimate in value and fast delivery, choose one of our 
popular custom packages. Or, give us your specifications, and we'll build 
your custom pistol precisely the way you want it, including any of several 
optional finishes. Quality? Champions only use the best, and that says it all. 

For a complete list of custom services or for ordering information, call 
Karen or Monica at the Springfield Custom Shop: (309) 441-5549. .~ 
Or, send $3 for Springfield's four-color, all-product 1990 catalog. • --

. Jl 

The Oldest Name In American Firearms 

~;) ;)Jl)~j J~!!) ~t;lul!);) 'J@ 
Section SR-35 ■ 420 West Main Street ■ Geneseo, IL 61254 
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don't want to carry guns and the consta
ble who actually uses one can become an 
outcast even among his own, the trauma 
is predictably deeper. 

Enough on the subject for now, but 
more soon on the nature of armed polic
ing within the supposedly unarmed 
British constabulary. The differences and 
the parallels are surprising, and since 
American policing takes its model from 
Sir Robert Peel's bobbies, they are strik-
ingly relevant to The Job ..... 
as we do it here. ~ 

HUNTING 
Continued ji·om page 38 

position and placed the dot of the Ultra 
Dot over hjs heart and squeezed it off. He 
went from a fast walk to a flat-out-heart
shot-run and piled up in about 30 yards 
with the 158 gr. XTP under the hide on 
the off side. 

I think it was great performance for a 
.357. The hollowpoint would have 
expanded more, but penetrated less. The 
recovered bullets looked like the ones in 
the Hornady advertising. 

XTP Accuracy 
XTP accuracy has been excellent in the 

.357 Korth, the SSK .45 Colt "Beauty" 
Super Redhawk conversion and a couple 

1-800-248-3845 
(for Orders Only) 

.454's. My best 100 yard group with them 
was three inches from the .45 Colt scoped 
with a 2X and about four inches with the 
red dot sighted Korth. 

HHI member Ray Price sent two max 
load groups with the 250 XTP from a 
.454 that measured about 3/4" for one and 
about 1/4" for the other at 25 yards. Just 
this morning Brian Alberts told me he 
was reaily impressed with their accuracy 
in his .454. 

Admittedly, the numbers of animals 
killed and bullets recovered aren't great, 
but I'll say that after 35 years of autopsying 
animals and recovering bullets, these XTPs 
are going to become the bullets all mass 
produced low velocity expanding hunting 
bullets are going to be compared to. 

They remind me a great deal of Pete 
Pi's Cor-Bon bonded core hunting bullets 
in performance. I'm not saying Speer, 
Sierra or Nosier don't make good bul
lets- they do- but for over-all expand
ing revolver or auto pistol bullet perfor
mance, I think Hornady has just set a new 
standard. 

While speaking of bullets, Pete Pi of 
Cor-Bon (P. 0. Box 10126, Dept. AH, 
Detroit, MI 48210, phone: (313) 894-
2373) has acquired the right to market all 
JDJ cast bullet designs including market
ing bullet molds, bullets and loaded 
ammunition. Pete is the sole individual to 
have these rights. Contact Pete for any
thing regarding them. His line of loaded 

ammunition is extensive; police ammo is 
also included. 

Rhino (P. 0. Box 669, Dept. AH, 
Seneca, SC 29679, phone: (803) 882-
0779) is a large supplier of parts of vari
ous kinds. Rhino Shock .223/5.56 Hyper 
Velocity ammo is an aluminum tip hoUow 
core telurium solid copper base round 
that leaves the muzzle at around 5000 fps. 

In the test gun it delivered over 4800 
fps. Designed for close range usage by 
hostage rescue teams etc., it is not sup
posed to exit its target. It takes the fast
twist .22 barrels to stabilize it, and it sure 
makes a neat flash on striking steel. It 
may have some application for you as a 
varmint or animal control round. 

Blammo is an exploding projectile 
amrrio that gives a nice flash and puff of 
smoke at impact. It's available in most 
popular handgun calibers. Not cheap at 
$14.50 a pack of five, you might find it just 
the thing you wanted. If you are interested 
in unusual ordnance I strongly recommend 
this humorous, informative $3 catalog at 
the address shown above for Rhino. Tell 
'em you read about in 
the Handgunner. 

Correction 
In the July/August 1990 issue, we inad
vertently omitted the byline for the 
''Duelling" article. It was written by 
Wilfrid Ward. We aplogize to Mr. Ward. 

INQUIRIES (309) 928-2574 HIULL·B 
INCORPORATED EB 

P.O. Box 182 
Farmer City, Illinois 61842 

(NO FFL NEEDED) ■H=t·l;i!fi:W=t·UPi HARD CAST MATCH GRADE BULLETS CARTER S JONES SATISFACTION GURANTEED 

►-------------ALL BULLETS ARE FREIGHT PAID TO THE ORIGINAL 48 STATES--------------4 
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4 30 CAL Carbine Quan. Price ~ 9MM, 38 Super, 
Quan. Price cm; Quan.Price 

41 CAL 215 GR. { 500 $23.00 

~ "'"' ! ~ 38Spec. Semi-Wadcutter 
Round Nose 147 GR. Sized .411 1000 $45.50 

4Sized.309 500 $17.50 Flatpoint 
1000 $33.50 Sized 356,357 or 358 500 $18.00 

~ .. """ G•· 1 32 CAL 100 GR. 
1000 $34.50 mHeJ Semi Wadcutter 38 CAL 148 GR. Semi-Wadcutter 

Sized .314 m Double End Sized .452 
500 $22.00 

~I 
Wadcutter 

~ 
45 CAL 200 GR. 1000 $42.00 Sized .358 Semi-Wadcutter g 9MM125GR. 500 $26.00 Sized .452 

Full Metal Jacket Ill '"" ' .. GR l Sized .355 1000 $50.00 Button Nose 

~ l ~ 38 CAL 125 GR. 

Sized .358 45 CAL 230 GR. 
500 $18.00 Round Nose 

38 CAL 150 GR. 1000 $34.50 Sized .452 500 $23.00 
Jacketed Hollow 500 $26.00 D Semi-Wadcutter D 45 CAL 230 GR. 1000 $44.50 Point 1000 $50.00 Sized .356 .357 Flat Point 
Sized .357 Sized .452 D 38CAL155GR. -= 9MM 122 GR. 

~emi-Wadcutter 
45 CAL 255 GR. { 500 $26.00 · · Sized .356 .357 

Flat Point Semi-Wadcutter 1000 $50.00 Sized .356 Sized .452 
500 $17.50 ~ 38 CAL 158 GR. 

Round Nose 500 $18.50 

~ 
9MM 125 GR. 1000 $33.50 Sized .358 1000 $35.50 
Round Nose • 44 CAL 205 GR. { 500 $22.00 
Sized .356 

- 38CAL158GR. 
Semi-Wadcutter 

~ ,.m, .. o,. 
Semi-Wadutter Sized .430 1000 $42.00 
Sized .358 B 44 CAL 240 GR. { Hollow Base { 500 $18.00 - 10 MM 175 GR. { Semi-Wadcutter 500 $24.00 

Wadcutter 
1000 $34.50 Semi-Wadcutter 500 $21.50 Sized .430 1000 $45.50 

- Sized .358 - Sized .401 1000 $41.00 

The Price you see, Is the price you Pay. There are no extra or hidden charges. We 
use nothmg but the finest virgin alloy In the manulaclure of our hard cast bullets We have 
our lead profess1ona!ly alloyed lor us several tons al a 11me to insure you the most consis
tent bullets. box after box. Scrap lead 1s never used We use a high content of tm and 
antrmony to allow you to obtain maximum veloc11.Jes with little or no leading. 

After bemg hand inspected, each box ol 500 (usually 502) receives an attractive label 
making them excellent for resale. 

All bullets are then sized lo the exact diameter required and lubed with our d1stmc11ve 
blue lube. This bullet lube is clean. hard and pleasant to work w11h II will not gum up your 
reloading dies, stick to your hngers or goo up the other bulle1s m the box. It slays m the lube 
groove !Ike 11 s supposed to. 

EASY TO ORDER - CALL In your order any1Ime. we accept VtSA or MasterCard. 
There Is no extra charge tor using your card. QUANTITY DISCOUNTS tor t O & 25M, OK 
to max. huge freight discount & UPS Hundred Weight available. please call for details or 
w11h any questions you may have that we could help with. - OR - MAIL m your order 
along with certJl1ed funds. Please allow one week for personal checks to clear. Describe 
your order as clearly as possible and include your phone number. 

-Brass-
Freight Paid 

9MM Military 
Oepnmed. Crimp Removed, 

Polished 

500 .. .$26.00 
1000. .$50.00 

38 SPECIAL 
Commercial 

Once Fired. Pohshed. Inspected 

500 ........... $16.00 
1000 ........... $30.00 

-45 A.C.P.-
Military 

Once Fired. Depnmed, 
Cnmp Removed. Pohshed 

500. .$26.00 
1000. .$50.00 

-Primers-
Winchester & Federal 

Small and Large Pistol & Rifle 

1000 PPD .$15.50 
5000 FOB ..... $62.00 

WE PAY THE FREIGHT 
TO YOU. 

LIFE MEMBER NRA 

PRICES SUBJECT TO 
CHANGE WITHOUT 

NOTICE 
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00 ou control the weapon 
of choice with the 
Jericho 941, a semi
auto pistol in 9 mm 
and .41 Action Express

all in one. It's an all steel, double 
action, multi-caliber gun with 
standard features including 
conversion kit, tritium sights, 
polygonal rifling, ambidextrous 
safety and magazine release. 
A complete weapon system: 
100 rounds of UZI ammunition, 
four magazines (two 16-shot 

9 mm parabellum magazines; 
two 11-shot .41 Action Express 
magazines), RIG cleaning kit ... 
all packed in a custom molded 
impact resistant case. 

When you want to exercise 
your options, go for Jericho. 

~ Produced by 

~ ISRAH MILITARY INDUffllES 
~ 

Distributed exclusively by K.8.1., Inc. 
P.O. Box 6346, Harrisburg, PA 17112 





I f I attended Shooting University, I 
would sign up for Cartridge Evolution 
IO I because to me the development 
of a new caJtridge is fascinating. 

Often a new cartridge is simply the 
product of expediency, like when Georg 
Luger simply cut the neck off .30 Mauser 
cartridges 10 create the 9mm Luger. 

Sometimes a new cartridge is the logi
cal extension of an existing round, like 
the growth of the .44 Special into the .44 
Magnum. 

Occasionally a new cartridge just 
drops out of the sky, seemingly from 
nowhere, like the .41 Action Express. 

Just the names can be a study unto 
themselves, especially the exotic ones 
with their colorful designations like the 
8x7 l Peterlongo, .40- 70 "What Cheer·• 
and .240 Page Pooper. 

I'm fascinated with how a new car
tridge comes into being. Since Smith 
&Wesson doesn't exactly do this sort of 
thing everyday- the last time they 
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By Cameron Hopkins 

Photos by Ichiro Nagata 

All the rage these days are The 
Forties which include (L-R) the new 
.40 S&W, the .41 AE, the 
Centimeter wildcat and the 10mm. 
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worked on a new cartridge was 1964 with 
the .41 Magnum- I thought it might be 
interesting to see how the .40 S&W 
evolved. 

Birth Of A Cartridge 
,fn 1978 two inquisitive Smith & Wes

son engineers dabbled with a .40 caliber 
round that never went anywhere. 
Snubbed by a management that was sole
ly intent on the Bottom Line, the first 
S&W .40 caliber round landed in the 
dumpster. 

The two engineers working on the 
project, Dick Baker and Norm Spencer, 
called their little baby the .40 B&S with 
the double entendre of the initials being 
lost on no one. cartridge wouldn't sell. 

The attitude of management then
those grab-a-buck Bangor Punta bean
counters who contributed so significantly 
to Smith's appalling decline in quality 
control- was that a I 0mm auto pistol 

Baker and Spencer worked with both 
.41 and .40 caliber bullets in their quest 
for a medium-bore auto pistol cartridge. 
They played with homemade cases turned 
from brass rod on a lathe in the S& W 

.40 S& W Handloads 
Bullet Powder Bar•Sto Pressure Barrel % Factory 

Charge Velocity Velocity Pressure 

* Hornady 155 gr. l 0.5 grs. ?????? 1249.2 fps 100% 
*Winchester 180 gr. 8 .3 grs. ?????? 1027.4 fps 100% 

Sierra 150 gr. JHP 5. l grs. Super Target 954.2 fps 
Sierra 150 gr. JHP 5.5 grs. Super Target 979. l fps 
Sierra 150 gr. JHP 5.7 grs. Super Target 1021.6 fps 
Sierra 150 gr. JHP 6.4 grs. WW 231 1147.5 fps 
Sierra 150 gr. JHP 6.7 grs. WW 231 1189.0 fps 
Sierra 150 gr. JHP 6.9 grs. WW 231 1215.3 fps 1142 fps 102% 
Sierra 150 gr. JHP 7.5 grs. Super Field 1235.4 fps 1124 fps 70% 
Sierra 150 gr. JHP 8.0 grs. Super Field 1296.3 fps 
Sierra 150 gr. JHP 8.5 grs. Super Field 1346.9 fps 
Sierra 150 gr. JHP 9.0 grs. Super Field 1383.2 fps 1293 fps 109% 
Sierra 150 gr. JHP 8.5 grs. M #5 1153 fps 94% 
Sierra 150 gr. JHP 9.0 grs. M #5 1220 fps 116% 
Sierra 150 gr. JHP 5.0grs. M #2 1004 fps 78% 
Sierra 150 gr. JHP 5.3 grs. M #2 1027 fps 83% 
Sierra 150 gr. JHP 5.5 grs. M #2 1091 fps 115% 

Hornady 170 gr. 9.5 grs. AA #7 l 059 fps 82% 
Hornady 170 gr. l 0.0 grs. M #7 l 080 fps 82% 
Hornady 170 gr. 7.0 grs. M #5 903 fps 62% 
Hornady l 70 gr. 7.5 grs. M #5 985 fps 72% 
Hornady 170 gr. 8.0 grs. AA #5 1049 fps 98% 

Lee 175 gr. lead 4.0 grs. AA #2 838 fps 62% 
Lee 175 gr. lead 4.5 grs. M #2 911 fps 78% 
Lee 175 gr. lead 5.0 grs. AA #2 l 035 fps 113% 
CP 175 gr. lead 6.5 grs. M #5 990 fps 98% 
CP 175 gr. lead 7.0 grs. AA #5 l 035 fps 108% 

Sierra 180 gr. JHP 5.3 grs. Unique 907.8 fps 
Sierra 180 gr. JHP 5.8 grs. Unique 998.6 fps 971 fps 109% 
Sierra l 80 gr. JHP 6.1 grs. Unique 1004.9 fps 
Sierra I 80 gr. JHP 6.3 grs. Unique l 063.5 fps l 038 fps 132% 
Sierra l 80 gr. JHP 6.6 grs. Super Field 1094.3 fps 
Sierra l 80 gr. JHP 6.9 grs. Super Field 1118.3 fps l 028 fps 102% 
Sierra 180 gr. JHP 7.0 grs. Super Field 1151.4 fps 
Sierra 180 gr. JHP 7.2 grs. Super Field 1181.6 fps 
Sierra 180 gr. JHP 7 .5 grs. Super Field 1202.0 fps 1122 fps 136% 
Sierra 180 gr. JHP 8.0 grs. M #7 871 fps 68% 
Sierra 180 gr. JHP 9.0 grs. M #7 998 fps 100% 
Sierra 180 gr. JHP l 0.0 grs. M #7 1079 fps 119% 

Colo. 185 gr. lead 6.5 grs. M #5 987 fps 107% 
Colo. 185 gr. lead 4.0 grs. M #2 868 fps 94% 
Colo. l 85 gr. lead 4.5 grs. M#2 957 fps 109% 

Sierra 190 gr. FP 5.0 grs. Unique 859.3 fps 
Sierra l 90 gr. FP 5.3 grs. Unique 908.3 fps 
Sierra 190 gr. FP 5.6 grs. Unique 945.8 fps 

'FACTORY LOADS WITH UNKNOWN NON-CANISTER WINCHESTER POWDER. 

Model Shop. 
They tried a rebated-rim case, like the 

.41 AE uses, and found that making the 
case rim smaller than the case body 
offered nothing but problems. They toyed 
with .38-40 bullets and .41 Magnum bul
lets in their experimental brass. 

But the time was not right for a .40 
caliber. The veritable avalanche of "new 
and improved" Forties Of The Nineties 
were still over a decade away. 

For better or worse, the .40 B&S 
became an arcane footnote in the annals 
of obscure Smith & Wesson trivia. 

The years passed. The misbegotten 
I 0mm Bren Ten pistol surfaced, and then 
promptly sunk, while Smith & Wesson 
changed hands like a washed-up relief 
pitcher in the minor leagues- three own
ers later, the old gun company eventually 
passed to British hands where it resides 
today. 

To find the source of the .40 S&W we 

HANDLOADING 
the ( 

By Marty Liggins 

1he .40 S&WisSmith 
& Wesson's reply to the FBl's contro
versial definition of what a police car
tridge should be. The FBI wanted a .40 
caliber bullet, 180 grains, at 950 fps. 
The Winchester .40 S&W ammo does 
just that- and does so in a cartridge 
that is short enough to fit into a 9mm 
frame, such as those made by S&W. 
(Kind of convenient, wouldn't you say?) 

The cartridge is essentially a .41 
Action Express with a 10mm Auto case 
head. Evan Whildin, inventor of the .41 
AE had the right idea, it appears. His 
thoughts were to make a cartridge that 
would prove easily adaptable from the 
glut of 9mm guns on the market. With 
the .41 's rebated head, the change 
required only a barrel and a magazine. 
But things got bogged down. The differ
ences between the .40 S& W and the 
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must roll back the curtain of time to see 
the various steps that led up to today's 
"new" cartridge. 

The .40 G&A 
The year was 1972 and an associate 

editor at Guns & Ammo by the name of 
Whit Collins was piddling around with 
the idea of stuffing .38-40 bullets into .30 
Remington rifle cases. Whit had been 
inspired to create a .40 caliber pistol car
tridge by reading about another wildcat· 
.4 I caliber auto pistol cartridge developed 
in 1965 by George Nonte. 

Nonte had taken a .41 Magnum 
revolver case, turned down the case head 
into a rebated rim, shortened the case 
length and ended up with what basically 
is the .41 AE of today. 

( onte immediately realized what 
Baker and Spence later grasped and what 
is only now beginning to dawn on people 
today with the .41 AE- rebated rims just 

.41 AE are slight. Ballistically, they are 
twins. Case capacities are equal, over
all length is also close. The primary dif
ference is that S&W promised to deliver 
guns, and talked Winchester into load
ing ammo. 

Winchester carries more weight in 
the US market than IMI, the Israeli gun 
company that loaded the .41 AE. Deliv
eries of .41 AE guns have been 
promised by several off-shore manufac
turers for a while; few have arrived. 
S&W production of their . .40's is immi
nent, ditto Glock and FIE. 

The .40 S& W has a suggested maxi
mum overall length of 1.135", compared 
to 1.170" for the .41 AE. In power it is 65-
75% of the 10mm Auto. Velocity will be 
lower than the 10mm, operating pressure 
levels will be similar to the .41 AE and 
10mm Auto- about 35,000 PSI. 

The one common 
denominator in 
the development 
of .40 caliber 
cartridges is Bar
Sto. Bar-Sto 
barrels were used 
in the original .40 
G&A, .40 PGW, 
and Centimeter. 
Even Bren Ten first 
used a Bar-Sto 
experimental 
barrel to develop 
the 10mm auto. 
Irv Stone of Bar
Sto made us one 
too. 

don't work in semi-auto pistols!) 
Nonte abandoned his .41 in the early 

goings, but not before a young Whit 
Collins had read and digested the infor
mation. It would take seven years for 
Nonie's inspiration to germinate in 

Special preceded the .357 Magnum, and 
several .44's came before the .44 Mag
num. But with the 1 0mm's, the trend is 
reversed. With revolver rounds, the 
shorter, less powerful version can be 
fired in the chamber of the big brother. 
That will not be the case for the autos 
unless you have a factory gun that actu
ally chambers on the extractor, rather 
than the case mouth. 

(My Delta Elite shucks it through like 
it was built for .40 S&W, but velocities 
are a bit low. Such performance is only 
as good as the extractor's ability to hold 
the short case in place.) 

Ballistics Information 
In the ballistics area, case capacity 

is the first order of business. The rela
tionship between the 10mm Auto, the 
.41 AE, and the .40 S&W are shown in 
the chart below. 

Whit's mind. 
Now working for G1111s & Ammo, 

Whit explained his crude concept of a .40 
caliber auto pistol round to master gun
smith John French or Duarte, Calif .. who 
ironically would end up working for 

between the .41 AE and the .40 S&W is 
minimal. This should get the message 
across that the latter two can't be load
ed to the same velocities as the 10mm 
Auto, please don't try. 

One item that is not immediately 
obvious is the difference in the expan
sion ratios between the 10mm and the 
other two. According to Blackwell's pro
gram, expansion ratio in a 5" barrel is 
10.7 for the 10mm and 14.8 for the .40 
S&W and .41 AE. This means that 
using the same powder in each of the 
cartridges will result in a compensator 
on a 1 0mm being slightly more effec
tive. This is because the gas generated 
by the powder will have expanded more 
when used in the smaller cartridge. 
How measurable this will be remains to 
be seen and felt. 

A note of caution about seating 
depth for the .40 S&W. Try to seat the As with the 10mm, there will probably 

not be any copper crusher values listed 
for this round. When the 10mm Auto 
came about, it took forever for loading 
data to become available. Components 
were practically non-existent. And avail
ability of guns wasn't too good. 

Cartridge Bullet Capacity* Capacity• Overall 

S& W's cartridge is a good response 
to the FBI request, and an IPSC shoot
er's dream come true. A gun with high 
magazine capacity that can safely make 
"major." The accompanying chart 
demonstrates that all bullet weights 
from 150 to 185 grains can make major 
at reasonable pressure levels. 

The 10mm will make major also, but 
it has much more case capacity than is 
needed to do the job. In other words, it 
is not as efficient as the .40 S& W. Nor 
are there any 10mm Auto handguns 
with the magazine capacity of a 9mm. 

It is interesting to note that this seems 
to be the first time a handgun round has 
had the "big" version out first. The .38 

Empty 
10mm Auto 170 gr. 24.1 
.41 AE 170 gr . 20.4 
.40S&W 170 gr. 20.0 
.40S&W 180 gr . 20.0 
*grains of water 

The chart shows water capacity of 
the empty case as well as the loaded 
round. The calculations were made with 
Wayne Blackwell's "Load from a Disk" 
software (WWB Software, Dept. AH, 
9826 Sagedale, Houston, TX 77089). 
Using a computer for calculations is so 
much easier and quicker than the old 
method of seating the bullet and letting 
the water run out the flash hole. 

It should be immediately obvious 
that the 10mm Auto has 35% more 
case capacity than the other· two car
tridges. Also note that the difference 
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Loaded Length 
13.88 1.260" 
10.54 1.170" 
10.49 1.135" 
9.38 1.135" 

bullet out towards the maximum recom
mended length of 1.135", otherwise the 
pressure will go up. 

Load Development 
Load development for the .40 S&W 

followed two tracks, American Hand
gunner editor Cameron Hopkins went 
the seat-of-the-pants route. I took the 
pressure barrel route. 

The data for WW 231, Unique, and 
WW Super Field and Super Target was 
developed by Cameron simply by load

Continued on page 86 
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Taken in February 1989, this photo shows Whit Collins {L) conferring with Paul 
Liebenberg on a custom S&W 5906 chambered in Centimeter. 

Smith & Wesson in 1990 as Lhe chief 
engineer in charge of revolvers in the 
S& W Performance Center. 

"Whit's original drawing called for a 
case .406" outside diameter. Well, that 
leaves you .006", or only .003" of brass 
thickness. That's not quite enough! 

"I made a few suggestions to Whit 
about this and other parts of the design 
and then I built the protolype .40 G&A," 
John said as he reflected on Lhe project of 
18 years ago. 

Whit's rough proposal was to load 
180 grain cast lead .38-40 bullets into 
modified .30 Remington cases that had 
been trimmed down, lathe turned and 
reamed to shape. John ground the cham
ber reamer, made the reloading dies and 
assembled a test gun by attaching a Bar
Sto barrel to a Martini rifle action. 

The wildcat that John French perfect
ed and Whit Collins conceived was 
dubbed the .40 G&A in deference to 
WhiL's employer. John then built a cus
tomized Browning Hi-Power to fire the 
round after initial testing in the Martini 
action. Six grains of Unique propelled the 
180 gr. lead .400" slug at I, 110 fps. 

The project never really went anywhere 
after the two-part article appeared under 
Whit's byline in 1972 issues of Guns & 
Ammo. The world will never again see the 
progenitor of today's .40 S&W. 

"l don't even have that original Hi
Power," Whit lamented in a recent inter
view with American Handgunner, "I 
found out after I quit working at G&A 
that they pirated the gun for parts for 
another project." 

The 10mm Super 
One person who read of Whit's work 

was Col. Jeff Cooper, the retired Marine 
Corps officer who would go on to found 
the International Practical Shooting Con
federation (IPSC). The colonel was des
tined to pioneer a new concept, a school 
for shooting, at the Gunsite Ranch where 
he would teach "the new pistolcraft." 

Jeff would also go on to inspire a new 
gun- the Bren Ten. . 

At the time that Whit was developing the 
.40 G&A, Jeff Cooper was working on 
another wildcat pistol cartridge, the 9mm 
Super. The "Super Nine" was made by cut
ting down .223 rifle brass, loading it to the 
brim with powder and seating a 9mm bullet. 

Jeff thus magnumized the 9mm into a 
considerably hotter proposition Lhan even 
today's "pocket rockel'' .38 Supers that are 
loaded for IPSC competition. 

Captivated by the idea of a powerful 
.40 caliber cartridge chambered in a 
dream-gun of his own design, Col. 
Cooper saw in the .40 G&A the genesis 
of a potent new round. Jeff envisioned a 
companion for his 9mm Super, a big 
brother to be called the I 0mm Super. 

The .40 G&A with its 180 grain bullet 
at 1,050 fps was too anemic for the hard
bitten Marine. "We shall require more 
power for our pistol." 

The colonel contacted Whit Collins 
and decreed that a larger case would pro
vide sufficent room for more powder to 
drive a 200 grain ball up to 1,200 fps. 
From there things happened. 

Dornaus & Dixon came along to offer 
the Bren Ten in the gun of Jeff's dreams, 
a modified CZ-75 9mm enlarged to han
dle the long case of the I 0mm Super, 

which by this time was called the 10mm 
Auto. Norma of Sweden entered the pic
ture and loaded up some sizzling 10mm 
rounds. The year was 1984. 

However, the cartridge that Jeff Coop
er pronounced as the ultimate culmina
tion of auto pistol ballistics proved a bit 
stout. The original Norma load of a 200 
gr. JHP at 1,250 fps might have pleased 
the opinionated popularizer of the Weaver 
stance (there is no recoil in the Shangri-la 
of Gunsite Ranch, once you learn "the 
proper Weaver") but everyone else said it 
kicked like hell and was uncontrollable 
for self-defense or police applications. 

Today Norma- and Winchester, Hor
nady, PMC, Federal, Remington and 
everyone else for that matter- loads the 
I 0mm to much more sensible levels. 

The 10mm PGW 
Once the 10mm Auto was a factory

loaded round thanks to Norma and the 
now-failed Bren Ten company, Whit 
Collins immediately returned to the .40 
G&A. Here was the real answer to the .40 
caliber question- sufficient power with 
modest recoil. The 10mm Auto was real
ly too much. Besides, it wouldn't work in 
a 9mm cycle-length gun. 

The I 0mm Auto, after Bren Ten closed 
its doors, was a cartridge in search of a 
gun for several years. Colt finally 
announced the Delta Elite version of the 
Government Model in 1986, and of course 
the long I 0mm Auto cartridge functioned 
well in this .45 cycle-length gun. 

However, a shortened version of the 
10mm would function the SIG P-226, the 
Glock and the S& W 59/39 series just as it 
had in the prototype Browning Hi-Power 
of the .40 G&A. 

By now Whit Collins was an indepen
dent film producer and advertising con
sultant no longer employed by Guns & 
Ammo. No point in giving credit to those 
visionaries who stripped his Browning 
for parts, so Collins simply changed the 
name of the .40 G&A to Centimeter. 

He then brought the round to the atten
tion of Bruce Baker, president of Pach
mayr Gun Works, and suggested that 
Pachmayr look into offering the Centime
ter as a proprietary cartridge. 

Bruce handed the project over to his 
manager of the Pachmayr Custom Shop, 
South African expatriate Paul Lieben
berg, who, with John French, would also 
end up working for Smith & Wesson 
years later. 

Paul studied the cartridge and did 
some testing. Sure enough, the accuracy 
of the I 0mm Auto brass trimmed to a 
length of .865" was outstanding. Maga
zine capacity in a Government Model 
was one more than a .45 and only one 
less than a .38 Super. Here is a good 
cartridge! 

Paul and the Pachmayr Custom Shop 
gave the project a thumbs up. Lt was time 
to place a custom order for ammunition. 

Continued on page 80 
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OUR FAMILY 
TREE ••• 
JUST GOT 
BIGGER. 

ANNOUNCING 
THE NEW 10mm 1911A1 
AUTO-ORDNANCE PISTOL 11! 
Auto-Ordnance proudly announces their 
191 l Al Government Model in l 0MM. This 

new caliber joins our existing family of 

economically-priced 191 l Al pistols. 

As they appear above: 

1911A1 Government Model 10mm 
1911A1 Government Model .45 ACP 
1911A1 Government Model .38 Super 
1911A1 Government Model 9mm 
1911A1 "Pit Bull" Compact .45 ACP 
1911A1 Government Model .45 ACP Satin 

Nlckel finish fnot shown) 

In addition to our complete line of handguns, 
we still offer the world-famous Thompson 
Semi-Auto "Tommy Guns" that anyone can own! 

Over 2½ million 
Thompsons sold since 1921 
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OFFICIALLY APPROVED FOR I.H.M.S.A.. COMPETITION. 

CHIMERETM 
I ---Model 454 ., -

·seOOTER'S GLOVE 

-., If you shoot handgun for silhouette, hunting or just 
for fun, this Cabretta leather glove was made especially for you! 

There's "just enough" padding for comfort. The glove's scientific 
design provides real protection against direct and transferred 

recoil, dramatically reducing the risk of ulnar or planar nerve stress. 

Try them once and bring up your scores or bring down game like 
never before! Your satisfaction is unconditionally guaranteed. 

GUARANTEE: If you are not fully satisfied with the Model 454 Shootefs Glove, simply return within 10 days for a 
complete refund. MasterCharge-Visa accepted (813) 643-4222 

Avail. in Rt. Hand, Lft. Hand or Pair. Please specify Hand and Hand Size (SM, MD, LG, XL or XX). Include check or 
money order for $13 (1 Glove) or $25 (Pair) plus $2.00postage and handling, payable to: 

CH.MERE INC 3435EnterpriseAve.#44,Naples,FL 33942 
9 • (Dealer/Rep Inquiries Invited) 

$AVINGS ON 1911 TYPE CO MPENSATORS 
BAT. ULTRA.COMP I • COMPENSATOR KIT: $ 

• Go>i. 45ACP 
• 5¼" Match Barrel iii • Bushing Wrench & Loctite 

Our Pritt! $189.95 llft11-

BAT. ULTRA.COMP Ill KIT: -• Go>i. 45 ACP E • 5¾"' Match Barrel 
• Full-Profile Compensator 
• Full length spring guide Ill • Bushing Wrench & Loctite /ili.ll Our Price! $299.95 

I iif 
C 

'iv -

B.A.T. ULTRA.COMP: 
• Go>i. 45 ACP /9 mm/38 Super 
• Length I 7 /16' inches 
• Weight 3 oz. 
• Mioorfitting 

Our Price! $69.95 

BAT. PRO SFRJES COMP: Our 
• Go>i.45ACP 
• 5¾' Match Barrel 
• Full-Profile Compensator 
•Twinl'ortDesig)i 
• Full Length Spring Guide 
• Bushing Wrench & Loctite 

•• ·- --..!'-"''' 

----

SEND FFL FOR DEALER PRICES. SEND $3.00 FOR 1990 CATALOC 
ORDERS ONLY INFO & CUSTOMER SER\'ICE 1305) 221-63/ll 

... .,.,c .. c 1-800-553-0844 ~ SHOOTER'S DEPOT 
Ir..:_~ FREt. SHIPPING I~ CONTl>;E~TAJ l SA ~ P.O. BOX 3238 HIALEAH, FL 3301:l 

Pistol Shooters Can See Their Sights and Targets Clearly 

The Merit Optical attachment provides an instantly adjustable 
aperture to accommodate changing light conditions. 

• Light weight, under 115 ounce 
• Aperture diameter varies from .022 to .156 

inches 

• Compact, stores in a 1' x 1' x 1' box 
• Disc pivots up out of line of vision when not 

shooting 

FREE Brochure of all Merit Shooting Aids available-send card or call. 

Merit Products are available from your local dealer or you may order factory direct 
Dealers please include copy of FFL or send 
request on letterhead for dealer discount schedule 

Dept. AH Box 9944 
Schenectady, N.Y. 12309 

(518) 346-1420 

.40 S&W 
Continued from page 78 

However, Bruce Baker was not about 
to invest six digits of Pachmayr dollars 
into something called "Centimeter." My 
money, my name. Barrels were ordered 
from Irv Stone at Bar-Sto Precision 
Machine with the cartridge designation 
10mm PGW for Pachmayr Gun Works. 

Paul Liebenberg applied his consider
able talents to customizing a Colt Gov
ernment Model in 10mm PGW and the 
gun and cartridge were reported in the 
July/August 1986 issue of American 
Handgunner although the article referred 
to the cartridge as the Centimeter because 
by then yet another twist had affected the 
Cartridge Of A Thousand Names. 

Meanwhile, Pachmayr had begun 
making inquiries into the production of 
factory ammunition in I 0mm PGW. Mar
ket studies were commissioned, potential 
sales were calculated. Federal Cartridge 
agreed to load ammunition headstamped 
10mm PGW, but the minimum order was 
250,000 rounds . 

The studies showed that the return 
would not justify the investment and the 
I 0mm PGW never got off the ground. 
Bruce Baker wisely withdrew from this 
project and the cartridge reverted back to 
being called Centimeter, which is when 
American Handgunner ran our article. 

Centimeter 
By now the cartridge was becoming 

quite a chameleon- .40 G&A, Centime
ter, I 0mm PGW and then Centimeter 
again. 

Meanwhile, Paul Liebenberg left 
Pachmayr and opened his own shop 
called Pistol Dynamics. He retained his 
respect for the Centimeter cartridge and 
continued to offer the round in his 
remarkable custom guns. 

One customer who liked the Centime
ter was Paul's good friend Tom Camp
bell, a popular and highly regarded com
petitor on the professional circuit of big
money handgun matches. Tom also 
worked for Smith & Wesson. 

Get it? Now the connection finally 
clicks. Tom Campbell. .. S&W ... Paul 
Liebenberg ... Centimeter ... .40 S&W! 

At the 1989 gun industry trade show 
known by the acronym SHOT (Shooting, 
Hunting and Outdoor Trade) Tom was 
passing out a questionnaire to knowl
edgeable gunsmiths and competitive 
handgunners asking the simple question: 

"What can Smith & Wesson do to 
make a competitive pistol for match 
shooting?" 

Tom gave me a form and I. simply 
wrote, "Manufacture a 1911 Government 
Model" and handed it back. Tom laughed 
good naturedly, but that wasn't what he had 
in mind, "Very funny, Cameron, but how 
about some ideas on what we can do." 
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But as he handed me the questionnaire 
from his briefcase, I saw a manilla folder 
labeled "Centimeter." 

"So, you guys are gonna make a Cen
timeter?" I asked Tommy. 

"Ahem, what makes you ask?" he 
replied nervously. 

"That folder in your briefcase," I said 
as I pointed at it, "That plus the fact that I 
know you and Paul are buddies- and 
he's pushing the Centimeter." 

"Uh, well, we've looked at it," Tommy 
acknowledged, "but nothing serious." 

This conversation took place in Jan
uary of 1989, and by February Paul 
Liebenberg had completed a Model 5906 
in Centimeter. From here things moved 
pretty quickly. 

FBl's 10mm Lite 
A few months later, Paul was hired by 

Smith & Wesson as Chief Engineer of the 
new S&W Performance Center. Until he 
moved to Massachusetts, he would con
tinue to customize guns for S&W on an 
individual basis, as he had done with the 
5906 chambered in Centimeter. 

Meanwhile, the FBI announced that 
they would accept samples of I 0mm 
Auto pistols loaded with special "FBI 
I 0mm Lite" ammo for testing to deter
mine the new FBI service pistol. 

On the line would be the most presti
gious law enforcement contract of the 
decade, possibly the century! 

The gun company that switches the 
FBI from revolver to auto with their gun 
would have a whopping great feather to 
put in its cap. It would also have the 
entire law enforcement mar-ket beating its 
door down to buy guns just like the FBI! 

The ballistics specified by the FBI 
called for a 180 gr. hollowpoint bullet to 
travel at 950 fps. 

What a coincidence! The Centimeter 
shoots a 180 gr. hollowpoint bullet at 950 fps! 

Developing The .40 S&W 
The coincidence was not exactly acci

dental- S&W commissions a prototype 
pistol firing a shortened version of the 
10mm Auto with exactly the ballistics 
that the influential FBI is looking for? 
Random chance? 

Of course not. S&W fully appreciates 
the significance of the FBI's new pistol 
test. 

If the FBI adopts this new 10mm 
cartridge ... 

If the FBI adopts our S&W gun ... 
If we're ready with a brand-new 

S& W cartridge that duplicates the FBI's 
load, but with a higher mag capacity in a 
smaller gun ... 

Then we will have a proprietary car
tridge, a new gun and the law enforcement 
market will belong to Smith & Wesson! 

Plans are quickly but surreptitiously put 
into motion. S&W president Steve Melvin 
knows that the Centimeter works beautiful
ly in the Liebenberg-custom 5906. 

He rushes to attend a Sporting Arms 

■Patented Do Not Accept Substitutes I 
Rib & Sights for the competitive shooter. The 1984 & 1987 

■CAMP PERRY NATIONAL PISTOL CHAMPIONSHIPS 1st & 2nd I 
■place won using 8O-MAR's. Also '82, '83, '84 & '86 PPC I 

National Championships won with BO-MAR Sights. 

I BO-MAR tLJ7 I 
I World's Finest Handgun Sights [______j I 
I Sighta~:!°.:!:i~!~r:~:~S&W645 Serrated blade® I 
I Roule 12, Box 405 Longview, TX 75605 214-759-47841 

Send StafTJXK/ Set- addr96Sed envelope for catalog • 

········-----·· 

SECURITY PRODUCTS 
LARGEST SELECTION! BEST PRICE! 

KNO~ 
readlok® 

And other 
Leading 
Brands. 

Ca II us before you buy! 

1-800-222-SAFE 
A.G. ENGLISH, INC. (1-800-222-7233) 

708 S. 12th $!./Broken Arrow, OK 74012/(918) 251-3399 

THE PROS ARE WINNING 
WITH TASCO'S 
30mm SCOPES! 

Take a closer look at the pros in the 
major shooting competitions around 
the country. 4 out of the top 5 at the 
1990 Bianchi Cup used Tasco's 30mm 
ProPoint~ Why? Because Tasco has 
taken advantage of the 4 millimeter 
difference between 1 " and 30mm 
scopes to build in 4 critical factors. 
Longer eye relief. Wider field of view. 
Brighter image. Greater durability. 

And when it comes to mounting, 
the pros know it's even easier to 
mount a 30mm scope. Because 
Tasco includes FREE 30mm rings to 
fit standard bases with %" grooved 
receivers. 

So, when you're aiming to win, take 
a closer look at Tasco's 30mm 
scopes. 

• 

Dot 

ProPoint® with an 
electronic dot reticle 
and ProClass N with your 
choice of glass tapered 
dot or 30/30 reticle. 
You'll discover, like the 
pros, traditional 1 " scopes 
have their place. Second to 
Tasco's innovative 30mm 
pistol scopes. 

(&t--t-?•J 
TASCO PISTOL SCOPES. WE AIM TO WIN. 

For more infonnation, write or call Tasco Pistol Scopes, Dept. AH , P.O. Box 523735, Miami, FL 33152. 
Phone: (305) 591-3670. For a full color sports optics catalog, send $3.00 to the above addres& In Canada, 

write Optex Corp., 52 L.esmm Rd., Don Mil& Ontario, Canada M382T5. © 1990 Tasco Sales, Inc. 
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The Best cuns Need the Best Parts 
Specify Ed Brown custom Parts on Your Next Gun ... 

Hi-Sweep Beavertail 
Grip Safety 

countersunk for 
Commander Hammer 

S29.95 Blue & 
S31.95 S.S. 

Removable 
Front Sight 

commander Style 
Match Grade 

Slotted Hammer 
Ground sear Hooks 

S32.95 Blue & 
S35.95 S.S. for compensator 

Installation. S10.95 

Heavy Duty 
Guide Rod Head 
Sheck-Resisting 

TOOi Steel. S14.20 MAXI-WELL 
see Your Pistolsmith or Parts Distributor- If Not Available, Order Direct From... The Largest Mag-Well 

Ed Brown Products :0:::~~:::;:::-n 
Route 2, Box 2922 • Perry, MO 63462 I• 11-•j / v,s-1 / Pistolsmiths Guild 

Phone (314> 565-3261 - sENDs1.ooF0RcArAwc 

SIG-220,225,226 & 228 • Beretta 92F & 92FC . Glock 17 & 19 

~ 
THE LEATHER ARSENAL SURPRISE SPECIAL 

27549 Middleton Rd., Dept AH9 
Middleton, Idaho 83644 

(208) 585-6212 

Massad Ayoob on Leather Arsenal products: 
"The custom gunleather produced by Elmer McEvoy at Leather 

Arsenal is second to none! - Massad Ayoob 
Inside the pants concealment holster designed to set extra low for 
good concealment. 

The top band is metal lined to hold its shape for easy gun reholstering. 
• Sight Rails • 2 Belt Loops to Resist Holster Movement 
• One Way Snaps for Security 

Holster, Plain Tan - $3800 Add $400 for shipping 
Magazine Pouch - •1500 

Phone Orders Welcome - C.O.D. Visa and MC Accepted 
If you have any questions don't hesitate to call New S & W 

4516 • 3913 • 3914 Send $100 for brochure and ordering information. 

Taurus 92 & 99 • Browning Hi Power 

Save Enough toQ~ 
Pay for the Prinlers 

Buy Nosier Handgun Bullets in 250 quan- weights and can be found at your favorite 
tity Bulk Packs and save over 15% off the gun shop or sporting goods store. And 
cost of buying the same bullets in our al- while you're there, pick up a copy of the 
ready low-priced 100-count boxes - enough new Nosier Reloading Manual Number 
extra savings for about 250 primers. Three. A full 528 pages, the manual con-

Add to the savings the kind of superb tains never-before-published data on 
accuracy, consistency and expansion that Nosier Handgun bullets as well as new 
you can really count on and you'll see why data for Partition®, Solid Base and Ballistic 
Nosier is your best choice for handgun Tip rifle bullets. 

ru~~t~~ii~ t~fi~t;~;_ooting or Nosier® ~ ~~s~e:r~~l~~~~l1~c.write: 
Nosier Handgun Bullet f:;; Dept. AHG-5 

Bulk Packs are available in -1 P.O. Box 671 
many popular calibers and CJl Bend, Oregon 97709 

Handgun 
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and Ammunition Manufacturers Institute 
(SAAMI) meeting and pulls aside Winch
ester exec Jerry Bersett. They conspire on 
a secret development project for a new 
cartridge, the .40 S&W, and swear each 
other to the strictest code of silence. 

Jmmediately the plan is implemented 
as Winchester engineers go to work. The 
ballistic benchmark is the down-loaded 
FBJ load, the "10mm Lite." Duplicate 
th.is load, S&W says, in a round that will 
cycle in our 5900 series of 9mm pistols
make a round like the Centimeter. 

Inside The .40 5& W 
Smith & Wesson engineers hit the 

ground running with their computer
aided-design programs. The detail of the 
CAD-CAM program is incredible; the 
engineers literally look inside a gun to 
see what ramifications the new cartridge 
of the Nineties would have on a semi
auto design of the Fifties. 

A potential problem surfaces- the 
large pistol primer of the I 0mm Auto 
case could impact the ejector in a 5900 
pistol when retracting the slide with a 
loaded round in the chamber. Uh-oh. 

CAD-CAM shows that substituting a 
small pistol primer solves the problem 
nicely. The two companies remain in 
close touch throughout the development 
of the cartridge, and the S& W eggheads 
quickly alert their Winchester counter
parts of the need for a small pistol primer. 

Additionally, the designers decided to 
shorten the .40 S&W case from Centime
ter's .865" to .850". The shorter case fits 
the 9mm cycle-envelope better because 
the 9mm case is .754" long. 

The maximum overall length of a 
9mm Luger cartridge is 1.169" while fac
tory .40 S&W rounds run 1.125". 

There's still another benefit to the 
shortening the .40 S&W. Lawyers, the 
bottomfeeders of society, always lurk 
greedily to suck the lifeblood from 
anything worthwhile. Smith & Wesson 
moved to circumvent their parasitic 
prowling by insuring that the new .40 
S&W cannot properly chamber in a 
gun made in .40 G&A, I 0mm PGW or 
Centimeter. 

This is easily accomplished by merely 
shortening the case length, satisfying the 
vampires-in-suits. (Do you know there is 
actually a book out that tells lawyers how 
to sue a gun company? It's called 
Firearms Litigation by two vultures 
named Windle Turley and James Rooks. 
And you wonder why there are so many 
warnings and cautions in a gun's instruc
tions, or on the gun itself in the case of 
Ruger!) 

The internal geometry of the two cases 
is a more significant difference than case 
length. The Centimeter is just a trimmed
down 10mm Auto-nothing more- so 
obviously it shares the same interior case 
dimensions. Not so the .40 S&W. 

The case wall thickness around the 
web of the .40 S&W tapers much more 
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sharply than the I 0mm Auto case. The 
.40 S&W was primarily designed to fire 
180 grain bullets and the seating depth of 
this bullet is such that it would swell the 
case if the same 10mm Auto case wall 
thickness had been used. 

The base of the .40 S&W case is 
thicker than the 10mm Auto, obviously, 
because the small primer pocket leaves 
more brass than a large. This stout web in 
conjunction with the short, thick case 
walls make the .40 S& W case inherently 
stronger than the Centimeter case, or the 
I 0mm Auto for that matter. 

.40 5& W Performance 
Understand this- factory .40 S&W 

ammunition is unusual. Generally speak
ing, most cartridges are loaded to their 
full potential. When you buy a box of Sil
vertip .30- '06 for your deer rifle, for 
instance, you can be secure in the knowl
edge that Winchester packed as much 
punch into the cartridge as reasonably 
possible. 

Special target loads, down-loaded for 
low recoil and superior accuracy, are an 
exception. Most factory ammunition is 
pumped to within 5% of the maximum 
SAAMI working pressure, however, 
Winchester's .40 S&W 180 gr. load tested 
at only 30,500 CUP compared to a maxi
mum working pressure of 35,700 CUP. 
That's only 85% of maximum. 

"You can load it hotter than we do. 
Our 180 grain load is a specific load 
(manufactured to FBI specifications)," 
explained Winchester's Mike Jordan. 

He acknowledged that Winchester is 
currently loading the same powder in the 
.40 S&W as they use in the 10mm Auto, 
which explains why the .40 S&W burns 
very dirty: the powder is too slow. 

Shooting .40 S&W ammo leaves a 
considerable amount of unburned powder 
granules in the gun which is indicative of 
the powder's burning rate being too slow. 

I pulled a bullet and weighed the fac
tory charge at I 0.5 grs. of a dense ball 
powder. A charge 8.5 grs. of the 
moderately slow burning Winchester 
Super Field achieves the same velocity of 
this I 0.5 gr. factory charge, so obviously 
the factory powder is slower than Super 
Field. 

Incidentally, the runaway favorite 
powder for handloading the .40 S&W is 
Winchester's Super Field. This new shot
gun powder was introduced to replace 
WW 473AA and it is just a hum <linger 
for the .40 S&W. 

My reloading tests, which are summa
rized in the accompanying chart of hand
loads, found that Super Field produces 
the highest velocities with the lowest 
pressures which, sports fans, is the defini
tion of an efficient load. 

So if you want to handload the .40 
S&W, buy a keg of Super Field and save 
yourself a lot of unnecessary homework. 
For IPSC "major" loads, pour in 7 .5 

Continued on page 86 

POP TOP™ POLISHER 

The Pop-Top Polisher fea
tures a "see thru" top that 
allows for case inspection as 
they are being cleaned. This is 
a special offering to many 
Lyman dealers. Ideal for pol
ishing other metal items such 
as tools, hardware, fishing 
lures, jewelry and coins. De
burrs as well. Ask for it and 
watch it work! 

INTERESTED IN 
TUMBLING? NOBODY 
DOES IT BETTER 
Lyman has it all. Look for our 
newest accessories. The Flash 
Hole Uniformer is ideal for 
removing internal flash hole 
burrs. This inexpensive tool 
makes it easy to improve the 
accuracy of all reloads. For 
use with our standard tum
blers, the Turbo Tub Bucket 

Lyman Turbo Tumblers® 
For 1990 - Look For 

The Auto-Flo TM Advantage 
Lyman, the leader in case polishing equip
ment, introduced the new Auto-Flo™ 
System* in 1989 for the models 2200 and 
3200. This new automatic draining system 
eliminates the need for hand separating fin
ished cases from the cleaning media. For 
1990, we have expanded the Auto-Flo system 
to our most popular size - the Model 1200. 
Upgrade your current Model 600 or 1200 
with an Auto-Flo conversion kit. The Model 
1200 is available in an Auto-Flo version. 

The Auto-Flo System, now available in three 
sizes from Lyman, uses the normal agitating 
motion of the tumbler to drain media through 
a specially designed exit port. In two to three 
minutes cases are ready to be removed. Elim
inates the need for bowl removal and extra 
handling. As an added bonus, all systems 
come with an easy to use media drain pan. 

and Sifter Scoop are handy For 1990. the Auto-Flo System available as a conver
for separating brass and metal sion kit for Model 600 or 1200 Turbo Tumblers, or as 
parts from media. a completely new Model 1200Auto-Flo Tumbler. 

Ask your dealer to show you Lyman's complete line of polishing equipment 
and accessories or write Lyman for free mini-catalog. 

Questions? 
Call toll free 1-800-22-LYMAN. 

*Patent pending 

I , ®Dept. 757, Route 147 1.yman Middlefield, CT 06455 
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MASSAD 
AYOOB'S 
CLASS: 
LEARNING TACTICS 

AND TECHNIQUES 

OF SELF-DEFENSE 
B y Cameron Hopkins 

M assad Ayoob's introductory course called 
Judicious Use of Deadly Force is guaranteed to 
raise your consciousness, double your income, 
help you quit smoking and give you a Lotal 

mastery of gunfighting. 
That's all the bullshit you get because the rest of the class is 

deadly serious. 
Ayoob's probing insights into the dynamic of self-defense

both philosophically and pragmatically- are vividly illustrated 
with his exceptionally well-researched classroom lecture com
bined with his audio-visual presentation on video cassette. 

The class is largely le::ture and video; however, Ayoob Leach
es various shooting techniques on the range. This Lethal Force 
Institute "basic" course for civilians covers matters Lhat other 
shooting schools only dare to touch in the advanced classes, 
things such as night shooting and flashlight techniques, 360° fir
ing from a rotational stance, practical tactics and strategies plus 
a stomach-turning presentation on autopsies to learn about the 
handgun's terminal ballistics. 

There is a shoot-don't shoot interaction in which students 
"fire" a Smith & Wesson revolver at a giant-screen TV in a real
istic role-play that simulates different scenarios in which the 
judicious use of lethal force might reasonably be applied. 

The thrust of the intensive 40-hour, 5-day course is Ayoob's 
powerful and sharp mind. His wit is honed razor sharp, his reve
lations of the science of defensive pistolcraft are startling. To put 
it succinctly, he speaks as well as he writes. 

Readers of American Handgunner need bttle introduction to 
your own Law Enforcement Editor, but perhaps you are not 

Continued on page 88 
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Custom mounting for most popular 
service pistols and 1'8110lvers. 

to I 
Also from Trijicon ... 
• ARMSON O.E.G."- Self-luminous 

binocular sight. 
• Trijicon• Riflescope-Self-luminous 

crosshairs, for magnified any-light 
accuracy. 

• A.C.O.G." -Advanced Combat Optical 
Gunsight 

Contact Your Dealer /Distributor 

Trijicon, Inc. 
P.O. Box 2130 

Farmington Hills, Ml 48333 

(313) 553-4960 AH990 

Continued from page 83 

grains of Super Field underneath a 150 
grain Sierra bullet. Bump it up to 7.7 grs. 
for a cast-lead 150 grain slug. You 're off 
and running with around 1,200 fps for a 
power factor of 180. 

And this cartridge should be a dandy 
for IPSC because it offers moderate pres
sure levels for "major" power factor, less 
recoil than a .45 along with one more 
round of magazine capacity. A 1911 mag
azine holds nine rounds of .40 S&W ver
sus eight of .45 ACP (and IO of .38 
Super). 

Surprisingly, the new S&W shooting 
team is not shooting the .40 S&W in 
IPSC matches. Of the four team mem
bers, one is shooting .357 Magnum, one 
is shooting 9mm Parabellum loaded to 
"major" level, one is shooting a .45 ACP 
and one says he might shoot a .40 S&W 
if they ever get a good load worked out. 
The S&W players are allowed to shoot 
any caliber they choose. 

I've shot the .40 S&W in an Ed 
Brown custom Colt enough to know that 
it's a good cartridge. It appears that I'm 
not alone in that belief as the California 
Highway Patrol has just adopted the 
Smith & Wesson Model 4006 and the .40 
S& W as the first auto pistol authorized 
by the CHP. 

It won't be the last major department 
to embrace this, the newest version of the 
chameleon-like cartridge ~ 
of many names. ~ 

American Handgunner would like to 
thank Ed Brown for going the extra mile 
to build us one of his Mini-Comp custom 
Colt Delta Elites so we could test the .40 
S& W. Our gratitude also extends to Irv 
Stone of Bar-Sto who made the barrel 
for Ed's pistol. Last but not least, we 
appreciate the cooperation of Mike Jor
dan and Dave Trowbridge of Winchester 
for valuable assistance in the prepara
tion of this article. 

.40 S&W LOADS 
Continuedfi·om page 77 

ing up a bunch of rounds with small 
increments of increased powder 
charges, usually two-tenths of a grain, 
and then firing them over a PACT 
chronograph. The more promising loads 
were then sent to me from pressure 
testing in the ballistic lab of Accurate 
Arms powder. 

The data for the Accurate powders 
was my project, since I have a good bit of 
experience with them. The accompany
ing chart shows the results of our work. 

Take note that the pressure column 
does not list a value, but a percentage. 
All pressure readings were don~ with a 
copper crusher system, but all the pres
sure calibration for this cartridge is for 
transducer. Rather than create confu-

Millett's 
Got 

3-Dot! 

Available NOW for 
Beretta, Browning, 
Smith & Wesson, 
Colt. Glock. 
Ruger, and 
Sig Arms. 

All you shooters who feel 
that "3-Dot is the way to 
go" ... Millett's got your 
system! 

With all the Millett 
advantages ... like perfectly 
matched front and rear 
sights, the strength of steel 
with space-age man
ufacturing technology, and 
no machining required for 
most systems. 

See your firearms 
retailer now! 

Send $1 for 32-page catalog. 

1(714) 842-5575 I 

16131 Gothard St., Huntington Beach, CA 92647 
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sion with two sets of numbers (crusher 
and transducer), it was decided to 
assign the value of 100 to the pressure 
reading for the factory ammo. All the 
others were scaled from there. 

Extreme caution should be used by 
anyone who wants to use a load listed 
at more than 11 0% of factory. But it 
appears that the loads up to 115% of 
the factory level would be safe. 

Powder Selection 
The powders that work best in the 

10mm Auto do not do as well in the .40 
S& W, due to the reduced capacity. Accu
rate Arms No.7 is acceptable for 180 
grain bullets (and heavier), but not for the 
lighter ones. It was too slow to give 
acceptable results even at 170 grains. 

But AA-No.5 will allow the reloader 
to make major with bullets all the way 
down to 150 grains, so it is going to be 
one of the better all-around powders for 
this cartridge. 

The new Olin shotshell propellant, 
Winchester Super Field, also shows 
promise. If you want to use Super Field, 
you may do so. But keep in mind that 
Winchester has not issued any loading 
data for this powder in metallic car
tridges. Sometimes a powder that is 
consistent in shotshells is not so in 
metallic rounds. Until Winchester issues 
data, be extremely cautious in using the 
powder for reloading anything other 
than shotshells. 

Perennial "high use" powders such 
as Unique and WW 231 also have uses 
in this cartridge. As time permits, vari
ous powders will be tested and results 
reported. 

Bullets 
The cartridge was designed around 

the 180 grain bullet, so it will probably 
be optimum. Jacketed bullets from 150 
grains to 200 grains are on dealers 
shelves now. Cast bullets from 160 
grains to 205 grains are also available. 
Molds are available from RCBS, Lee, 
Redding-SAECO, Lyman, and others. 

We opted not to use the 200 grain 
bullets. The heaviest we used was the 
185 cast from Paul Miller at Colorado 
Cast Bullets (2446 Helen Lane, Dept. 
AH, Montrose, CO 81401 ). The lightest 
was the 150 grain Sierra. 

Cartridge Cases 
The .40 S&W takes small pistol 

primers, so any loading data for .40 
S&W cases can't be used in cut-down 
10mm cases which use large pistol 
primers. There is also some internal 
dimensional difference between the .40 
S&W and 10mm. Using shortened 
10mm cases will result in a bulge in the 
case if a heavy bullet is used. This 
bulge will cause chambering problems. 

We used Winchester brass (obvious
ly) for all testing. Generally, I prime with 
a Lee Auto-Prime tool. For the 10mm I 

Waller Bags and Cases, created for shooters, 
are made in the USA and considered the 
finest available. They have an Adjustable 
Removable Interior P-.irtition System. If 
displeased with any Waller product, it will be 
replaced or your purchase price refunded. 

WALLER 
NORWALK•CONNECTICUT•USA 

Waller Field Bag 
Colors: Black, Grey, 

Navy, Red 
Size: 9"H x 6"W 

X IS"L. 

'98. 00 

Amex, Visa & MC 
accepted 

Call Toll Free 
1-800-874-BAGS 

or (203) 838-4083 
Send S2.00 for 

catalogue. 

1~/~y ~ 
W·WALLER·&·SON·INC 
142 New Canaan Ave • Norwalk, Connecticut 06850 

OGLESBY & OGLESBY 
GUNMAKERS, INC. 

Gun Shown -
Witch Doctor Prototype 

® 

Featuring (IRS) Internal Recoil Suppression And 
The Self Adjusting Port The Witch Doctor Is "Bad Medicine 
In The Hands Of The Right Man" -For Inquiries On 
Availability And Specifications, Call Or Write: 

Oglesby & Oglesby Gunmakers, Inc. 
R.R. #5, Springfield, IL. 62707 (217) 487-7100 Fax: (217) 487-7980 _____ ___J 

PATENT PENDING Price: 
One hundred dollars for rib, 
instructions, and limited permission 
to build one gun using the 
purchased rib. 

Terms: 
Payment via cashier check, 
personal check (must clear). or 
cash C.0,0. (add $3.00). NV. 
residents add 6% 

THE SCHUEMANN HYBRID COMPENSATOR 
Current compensated semi-auto handguns use technology 
patented by Newton in 1865, popularized by Cutts in 1925, 

and made obsolete by the Hybrid in 1990. With 2.5 times more compensation 
power and a simple, reliable, lightweight design, the Hybrid is the comp gun 
of the future. Take the precision investment cast rib to your favorite gunsmith 

ahd have him build you a gun of the future. Or, build your own. 
The instruction booklet is very complete and includes 60 illustrations. 

WII Schuemann, 705 Wagner Drive, Carson City, NV 89703 (702) 885-7362 
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WE HAVE YOUR SPRING! 

.cQ.!...I BRQWNINQ BERETTA92 SMITH & WESSQN 
1911 1935 (Hi-Power) 39 Series, 59 Series 
Delta Elite BDA 

CZ-75, TZ-75 
GLOCK 17 &19 3904,3906,5903,5904,5906 

Commander 1900 645, 745,4506 
Government 1910/1934 HI-STANDARD 469,669,6904,6906 
Officers Model RUGER P-85 3913, 3914, 4516-1,1006 
Mustang 

SIQ-SAUER TAURUS WALTHEB VINTAQE PISTQLS 
P-220 PT-92 PP,PPK,PPKS Astra, Bernardelli, Colts, 
P-225 PT-99 P-38, TP CZ, Dreyse, Ga/esi, Luger 
P-226 Models 4, 5, 8, 9 Mauser, Ortgies, Tokarev 

W. C. Wolff Company offers a wide selection of recoil, hammer, magazine 
and other springs for these and many other semi-automatic pistols, 
revolvers, rifes and shotguns. Send $2.00 for our latest catalog. 

GUNSPRINGIWA.ICERS 

P.O.Box I, Dept. 381, Newtown Square, PA 19073 
1-800-545-0077 

YOUR COMPLETE GUIDES TO 
MORE HANDGUN ENJOYMENT! 

REVOLVER GUIDE- Reveals all aspects of 
this popular weapon including selection, care, 
sights, grips and stocks. Whether you're 
interested in the single action siz shooter or 
the modern double action firearms. You'll 

learn out all about them in this volume that includes a 
practical encyclopedia of the revolver. $13.45 ppd 

PISTOL GUIDE - explores the world of the 
quick-firing automatic, which has captured the 
public's fancy, partially because of the growing 
reliability of the autoloader. Geared to the needs 
of the beginner as well as the pro, this timely book 
covers handling and marksmanship, care and 
maintenance, the automatic as a hunting weapon, 
pistol ammunition, and how to buy a used gun. 
Also included, is a special section on military 
pistols, air pistols and repairs. $12.45 ppd 

ORDER BOTH BOOKS AND SAVE! 
r • YES! I want to save, 
l order both books for 

only $23.00 ppd. 
D Check/MO $ _ C 

Initial 

7 Please send the 
Revolver Guide 
for $13.45 ppd 

MCNISA No. 

Name 

□ Please send me 
the Pistol Guide 
for $12.45 ppd. 

Exp. Date 

Address City ____ State Zip 
CA residents add 7.25% sales tax. Send to: Guns Books Dept #23 AH/SO/90 

_______________________ ~~1-~~i:1(n_o_d_e_1~ _R_e!n_a: ~~~~._s_a~-~i~~~· _c_A_ ~2_1_0~ ___________________ _ 

use the No.1 shell holder, but with these 
.40 S&W cases, several of them wanted 
to slip through the jaws. A different shell 
holder may wind up being needed. 
None of the others on hand fit any bet
ter, though. An RCBS tool with a 10mm 
shell holder gave no similar indication of 
problems. 

If you have 10mm Auto dies, you 
may already be set. The thing to check 
is whether you can get the case 
expander far enough down to flare the 
case. If not, you will only need a new 
expander. 

Everything is readily available except 
the guns. However, by the time you 
read this S&W should have their new 
Model 4006 on dealer shelves. If not, 
well, call Ed Brown- he ~ 
makes a neat .40 S&W Colt! '°' 

Marty Liggins is the Technical Ser
vices Manager of Accurate Arms Pow
der Company of McEwen, Tenn. 

LFI 
Continued from. page 84 

aware of the full scope of this remarkable 
individual's repertoire of talents. Let's 
dispense with a couple of the more com
monly asked questions about Massad 
Ayoob first. 

Yes, he is an American. Born and 
raised. His ethnic origin is Syria from 
whence his father emigrated. He is mar
ried to Dorothy, who plays an active role 
in his various companies, and he is the 
father of two daughters, Cathy, 13, and 
Justine, 4. 

Ask him what he does for a living, and 
he'll say, "I do the gun." He does the gun 
in many ways: he is a sworn part-time 
police captain in charge of firearms train
ing with the **** Dept.; he is owner of 
Police Bookshelf that publishes his own 
titles as well as marketing other police 
and shooting titles; he is the owner of 
Armor of New Hampshire that sells vari
ous pol ice accessories such as Second 
Chance body armor, PR-24 riot batons 
and police-only Cor Bon ammunition; he 
is chief executive of Massad Ayoob 
Enterprises that offers expert witness ser
vices in litigation involving firearms; he 
is a prolific gun writer with a regular col
umn in American Handgunner plus two 
columns in GUNS Magazine in addition 
to columns and feature articles in other 
publications; he is the director of Lethal 
Force Institute where he teaches self
defense techniques and tactics literally 
world-wide. 

Massad Ayoob is a busy camper. 
But it his teaching that concerns us 

here. The Lethal Force Institute is not a 
shooting school, it is a forum for instruc
tion about the legal, ethical, practical, 
moral and judicious use of lethal force. 

It's at once cerebral and guttural. 
Ayoob's inquisitive mind probes with a 
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scholarly exactness into the philosophical 
matter of blowing a scumbag through the 
portals of hell. (Precisely which of the 
eight levels of hell too. Ayoob is remark
ably well-read and can quote from 
Dante's Inferno.) But he can fight dirty 
just as well, grappling with the tech
niques of street-smart punks which he 
points out to the class will be encountered 
far more frequently than Marquis of 
Queensbury rules. 

His language is filthy. There were sev
eral women in our class and I wondered 
how they could endure Ayoob's foul 
mouth. He joked that he once lost a bet 
that he couldn't go half an hour without 
saying the F-word. The LFL course is 
intensive. One student told me he felt 
"emotionally drained" after the 5-day 
program was completed. Another report
ed that he was "elated" at the end of the 
course. Massad Ayoob affects people dif
ferently, but there's no question that his 
instruction leaves a lasting impression. 
You will come away impressed. 

Ayoob draws a diverse student body. In 
the class l attended there was one full-time 

You look up and see 
this punk shoving a 
gun in the scared 

clerk's face 
screaming, "Gimme 
yaw f---ing money, 

motherf---er!" 

police officer, a mechanical engineer, two 
nurses, four doctors, two dentists, three 
businessmen, a private investigator, a 
retiree, an editor and someone who 
described herself as "mother/wife/teacher." 

The class is essentially a "live and in 
person" version of Massad Ayoob's 
definitive work, In The Gravest Extreme. 
This pivotal book on vital aspects of self
defense is elaborated upon in the class, 
however, much greater detail is devoted 
to some subjects and entirely new topics 
are also brought up. 

Made in U.S.A. 

®~~ 
~~ _, . \.J. 

1::::•~ 

Action Filled~ 
Targets for 
the Serious 
Shooter or 
the Plinker! 

comprehensive 
book on high
performance 
practical pistol 
shooting 
ever written. 

(Visa and MC accepted) 

To order by mail: Practical Shooting, 
1444 U.S. Rt. 42, Rd 11, Mansfield, OH 44903 

(checks only please) 

For instance, Ayoob delves into some 
little-known "street survival" tactics such 
as utilizing public restrooms (yes, there is 
a right and wrong way). The class 
includes a role play in which the students 
are paired off to "charge" one another 
while each partner in turn stopwatches 
the time it takes to run and "assault" 
someone standing 10 yards away. (Our 
class average was 1.2 seconds for an 
"attacker" to "stab" you, and that includ
ed the time of a 63-year-old woman!) 

Send a free subscription 
to your friend. 

[Z] Yes, Please Send My Free Subscription. 

One of the most revealing things I 
learned in the class was when not to get 
in a gunfight. Ayoob explained that some 

I NAME __________ _ 

I ADDRESS _________ _ 

I CITY ___________ _ 

I 
I STATE _____ ZIP ____ _ 

MAIL TODAY TO 
1 RESERVE YOUR 

\._F~LL_IS~U:! _ _ 
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SECOND TO NONE IN QUALITY 
Metaloy; 

Often used to de
scribe Hard Chrome plat
ing in general. 

There is only one 
Metaloy. Demand the 
original, I do. 

S~\tJ~ 

Safari Arms .45 Combat Pistols 
Custom features and quality at 
reasonable prices! The best! 

11,,. • We now have the capacity to ¥ produce any pistol barrel, any 
■-,.. caliber, in quantity. Broach 

cut,stainless steel, made to 50 
millionths tolerance, then honed. 

Dealers and gunsmiths call for 
prices! 

NOW AVAIIABLE: 
Compensated Enforcer and Matchmaster Enforcer slide and 

frame kits (complete) 
Matchmaster slide and frame kits (complete) 

All custom .45 parts and accessories 
.38 Super and .41 AE barrels for 1911 

.41 AE barrels for Hi-Power and TZ/CZ 

Custom Quality at Reasonable Prices 
See your dealer for FFL items. 

Write or call for FREE catalog 

SGW/SAFARI ARMS INC. 
624 OLD PACIFIC HWY. S.E. 

OLYMPIA WA 98503 
PHONE: (206) 456-3471 

FOR ORDERS CALL (206) 459-7940 

TO OROER: 
Send cashier's check or money order. 
Personal and business checks must clear 
first. Will ship C.0.D. for orders over 
$30.00. Minimum shipping charge is 
$4.00. Add $1.65 on all C.0.0. orders. 
Washington residents add 7 .5% sales tax 
or furnish your state tax number. Please 
call us if you have any questions. FFL 
items must be ordered through your 
dealer. 

shooters have a "cavalry to the rescue·· 
fantasy in which a good Samaritan dashes 
to the rescue and saves the day. 

''You're in the back of a 7-11 getting a 
carton of milk." describes Ayoob, "when 
suddenly an armed robbery goes down in 
the front of the store. You look up and see 
this punk shoving a gun in the scared 
clerk's face screaming, 'Gimme yaw f--
ing money, motherf---er!"' 

What is your response, Ayoob asks the 
class? Assume you are armed. 

You'd smoke him, right? Wrong! 
Ayoob explained that the vast majori

ty of armed robberies end peacefully
robber sticks gun in storekeeper's face, 
storekeeper gives robber money, robber 
runs away. 

"Now you want to escalate a non-vio
lent encounter into a gunfight?" Ayoob 
questions sarcastically, "You would start 
a gunfight in a store full of innocent 
bystanders when police statistics show 
that the robber will nine out of ten times 
just walk out the door and no one will be 
hurt? And you would turn that into a 
blood bath?'" 

No, explains the street-wise cop, the 
proper response is to switch your mental 
state of awareness to Condition Red
violent encounter eminent- and be pre
pared to defend yourself and others by 
moving to cover if possible and watching 
for avenues of egress open to the robber. 
Prepare yourself for trouble, in other 
words, don't start trouble yourself. 

But what if you did decide to save the 
day? What would you say to that armed 
robber? 

"Freeze"! No, that's right off of 
Starsky and Hutch. It"s pure Hollywood 
and a very poor police command because 
it doesn't mean anything specific. 

"Drop it, scumbag"! No, that's too 
imprecise. Drop what? My drawers, my 
guns, my ghetto blaster- drop what? 

Ayoob explains that a basic tool of 
both police officer and civilian is the 
command voice which is a loud, authori
tative tone used to deliver a specific 
imperative. That specific imperative, 
Ayoob councils, is this: 

Drop that weapon! Don't move! 
Ayoob explains in depth how to inter

act with responding police officers. He 
points out the very real possibility of a 
police officer confusing you, "good guy 
with gun," for the armed robber! He 
explains how to avoid this unpleasant 
misunderstanding just as he point out 
how you should handle "witness interac
tion" after a shooting. 

Post-shooting trauma is discussed along 
with the legal aftennath of a righteous self
defense shooting. Like every aspect of 
Ayoob's class, the instruction in these areas 
is based on experience in the real-world, 
not scholarly theory. 

ln the shooting portion of the class, 
Ayoob teaches all of the popular tech
niques- Weaver stance, Isosceles stance. 
and Chapman-modified Weaver stance 
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"PRECISION 

Precision-Made for More 
Accurate Shooting: PMC 10mm. 

Precision is a word that 
shooters never take lightly. 
So when Colt engineers 
developed the Delta Elite TM 

semi-automatic pistol, PMC 
worked closely with Colt to 
design a powerful, 
consistent 10mm auto 
round to go with it. 

velocity were thoroughly 
tested to match the 
potential of the Delta Elite. TM 

But that's not unusual for 
PMC. We use the pistols 
and rifles shooters prefer to 
test all our ammo. It's the 
quality ammunition made 
in Korea by Poongsan. 

When shooters say they 
want precision, we never 
take their word lightly. 

~·,,. 

iJc 
... _,1, 

The result is the PMC 
10mm cartridge. It packs 
almost twice the muzzle 
energy of the 9mm. It's 
known as the finest, most 
accurate 10mm on the 
market. 

----·~-•• r 

PMC 10mm comes in 
two specs: FMJ and 
Jacketed Hollow Point. 
Pressures,accuracy,and 

___::::::-- __ ... t-;,(,:. Ir".,, ...... . 
SPORTING AMMUNITION 

ELDORADO,M 
CARTRIDGE CORPORATION 

and his own StressFire stance. He recom
mends to the class that they experiment 
with each technique and incorporate 
those elements that best suit the individu
al student. He sharply criticizes other 
"shooting schools" that teach one and 
only one stance because, he says, that is 
like going to a martial arts school and 
learning only one punch. 

Ayoob delves into advanced shooting 
techniques such as night shooting with a 
flashlight in which the students stay late 
one evening and actually shoot in the 
dark. Stringent range safety precautions 
are instituted during the night shoot. just 
as Ayoob maintains a safe range during 
all other portions of the class. 

The shooting instruction combined 
with the classroom teaching makes for 
a true immersion course in self-defense 
and street survival. The article has been 
somewhat vague on the precise infor
mation that Massad Ayoob so compe
tently imparts to his students because it 
is not my intention to give away his 
proprietary knowledge on a free "corre
spondence course." The tuition for LFI 
I is $500 for the entire 40-hour. 5-day 
class. It is money well spent because 
you gain both self-confidence and a 
greater measure or survivability on 
these increasingly ...,._ 
dangerous streets. '"°' 

PMC Ammunition / Eldorado Cartridge Corporation/ Box 308 / Dept. AHG-9-1090 / Boulder City, Nevada 8900.S-0308 
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B.A.T. 
Ultra-Match 

Hammer 
Highest 
Quality 

Workmanship 

sted Retail $28. 95 

B.A.T. Ultra-Comp 
• Gov'I 10 mm/45ACP/9mrn/ JB Super 
• Lt•n~th 1 7/16" inches 
• Wcighl 3 oz. 
• Mmor Fitting 

• Sug~estccl Retail $69 • 95 

B.A.T. 
Ultra-Mag Pads 
Solid brass magazine :I ~.· · 
BASE PADS for Wilson . ; : Jllillil""' 
Rogers or Shooting Star magazines 
Give, your magazine better protection while 
adding 2 oz. for quick ejection 

Suggested Retail $995 (2 pk) 
B.A.T. Ultra-Comp Ill 
Compensator Kit: 

*NEW* 
Springfield Armory slide with Bo-Mar 
low-mount adjustable sight instJlled, 
lowt~rcd Jnd flared ejection port, front 
-,igh1 removed, serrated rear of slide, 
Ultra-Grade match extractor, extra power 
firing pin spring, HD firing pin, firing pin 
STOP, Deluxe blue finish.$49500 

B.A.T. Ultra Comp I 
Compensator Kit: 

• Gov'! 45 ACP 
• S}•" r-.1.11ch b.1rrcl • Cdl 45 ACP • ws,,-; •iii-if • 5 1:0''. lv\.11th b..irn:.-1 ··~;;;;;;;;;;;;;;.i, 

• lt,111 Profile 
Cornpt.'11'-Jlor =:; C • full Profile 

Compt'l1s..1tor 
•Full lmgth 

spnng guidt-
• Bu•,hing Wn . .-nch \f-li 

Sugge<;ted Retail 

• Bushin~ Wrench r-
& 1.001!(' 'P• 

S. Loctite • S.ugge-.rt-d Rel.ld $ 2 9 9 9 5 9 mm - 38 Super - 45 ACP • ~u~e~ted Ret,ul $1 8 9 9 S 

SEE YOUR FIREARMS RETAILER OR (All US DIRECTLY-IJEALERS 1",QUIRIIS WELCO\IE 
Order Tod.i-. - M.i,ter C.ird - V1-..1 · AMEX Dinner-.· UPS C.O D - Pre-P.iid · f-ret' Sh1ppm~ m 48 -.t.ite-. 

H AT P.O BOX ;;-H2bb • M1Jm1, H 112;;-Hlbb • I io;i hHH-U2b2 - Sf",IJ S2 UO FOR COMPLETE (ATALOL 

Member Pistolsmithing Guild 

Cylinder 
& Slide, Inc. 

Custom Pistolsmithing 

PPC Guns, Duty/Carry, Basic Tune Up 
Colt/Smith & Wesson Warranty & Parts 

For Fully Illustrated and Informative Catalog 
Send $3.00 (Refundable) Parts Orders Only - Call 

Cylinder & Slide, Inc. 1-800-448-1713 
P.O. Box 937AH Inquiries Call - 9-11:30 AM CST 
Fremont, NE 68025 (402) 721-4277 - Ask for Bill 

THE Jili:Jil SHOOTERS ACCESSORY BOX 
Competitive shooters, hunters and plinkers 
all agree ... the A-760 is THE carrier for gear 

and equipment. Handgunners, riflemen 
and smooth bore enthusiasts ALL rely 

on the MTM Accessory Box. And the 
reason's obvious; the 760 holds every
thing the sportsman needs at the 
range or in camp; cleaning equipment, 
reloading components and tools, am
mo, hearing protectors, camera and 
film, binoculars ... there's even a 
cavity for a spotting scope mount (not 
included). 

21" X 9" X 9¼" 
Rugged polypropylene construction 

with metal hinge and latches. 

See your local MTM Dealer for complete information. 

~~l~incs MTM Molded Products Company · 
lJ lJ l.JuLJ LJ LJ P.O. Box 14117 • Dayton, Ohio 45413 • (513) 890-7461 

STEEL CHALLENGE 
Continued ji-om page 69 

bouts, Jethro sizzled with the single 
fastest run to shoot down five Pepper 
poppers and engage a stop plate, a phe
nomenal time of 3,02 seconds. ln their 
second bout, Jethro had some misses and 
The Burner blasted past the young cham
pion with a solid run of 3.58 seconds. 

Tied at one apiece, the third and final 
bout would determine the winner. As the 
two speedsters blurred into action, sud
denly Jethro's gun jammed. Frantically he 
fought to clear the malfunction but not 
before Jerry Barnhart could smoke him. 

As Jerry was reholstering. he knew 
immediately that something terrible had 
happened to his opponent for there was 
no gunfire coming from the other side. 
He saw Jethro fighting to clear his jam 
and immediately Jerry Barnhart called for 
the Chief Range Officer. 

Not knowing that the single greatest 
display of sportsmanship that has ever 
been seen at a major match was about to 
occur, the crowd strained to hear the 
peculiar conversation that Jerry Barnhart 
was having with the CRO. He just beat 
Jethro, why would he be arguing with the 
match officials? 

Jerry wasn't arguing at all, he was 
requesting that his win over Jethro be 
reversed and that the two men be allowed 
to re-shoot the third bout! 

"It's not fair," protested Jerry Barnhart, 
who was shooting for Wilson's Gun Shop 
and Colt, "Jethro had a jam and we should 
re-shoot. I don't want to win that way." 

When it dawned on the crowd that 
Jerry had just proven himself be a true 
gentleman and a real sportsman, the 
cheers and applause rang out louder than 
the gunfire. It was a touching moment in 
shooting sports- here was a cash prize 
of $5,000 at stake between two of the 
fastest guns, and one of them disqualifies 
his own win so that his opponent could 
have a fair chance at winning. r wasn't 
mightily impressed with Jerry Barnhart's 
sportsmanship. 

And I suppose it was poetic justice 
that Jerry beat Jethro in the re-shoot by 
the incredibly close times of 3.15 seconds 
to 3, 13. It might be true that all's fair in 
love and war, but it's refreshing to see 
that sportsmanship still counts in pistol 
shooting. 

Pro Shooting Grows 
A striking contrast between the first 

Steel Challenge in 1981 and the 1990 
match is the professional ization of the 
sport. Ten years ago there was no such 
thing as a "pro shooter" but today there 
are shooters who draw full-time salaries 
to squeeze a trigger, one of whom recent
ly signed a$ I million contract! 

The concept of factory-sponsored 
teams has blossomed since Team Safari-
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land pioneered the idea in 1986 at, natu
rally, the Steel Challenge. Taking Safari
land's lead, Springfield Armory elevated 
the team concept to the next level with a 
comprehensive program to sponsor 
matches and individual shooters. Team 
Springfield now has a full-time position 
on their payroll of Shooting Sports Coor
dinator handled most competently by 
NRA bullseye national champion Tom 
Woods. 

Team S&W was formalized in 1990. 
Team Colt quickly followed suit and the 
word is that Team Glock will shortly 
form. 

The New Team S&W 
The Steel Challenge was one of the 

first Big Money matches and, in 1985, it 
became the first shooting match to crack 
the quarter-million-dollar mark in prize 
money, surpassing even the Bianchi Cup. 
It was appropriate, then, that the debut of 
the new Team Smith & Wesson on the 
pro circuit of pistol matches occurred at 
the tenth annual Steel Challenge. 

(Actually the S& W crew's first match, 
which they won, was an off-beat match 
called the Sportsman's Team Challenge in 
Florida. This was a shotgun, rifle and pis
tol match that was most memorable for 
its inept administration, the rash of for
mal protests and the incessantly broken 
target apparatus.) 

S&W has looked enviously at the bur
geoning autopistol market and the effect 
that Big Money matches like the Steel 
Challenge can have on the average con
sumer who "wants a gun just like Rob 
Leatham's." Consequently, S&W recruit
ed three of the top shooters in the country 
and put them on their payroll. 

The job description is simple: point 
gun, pull trigger, win match. Veteran 
competitors Mike Plaxco and Brian Enos, 
who have never shot anything in speed 
matches but 1911 pistols, were signed to 
contracts rumored to be worth $45,000 a 
year- not including expenses like 
ammo, entry fees and custom guns- if 
they would shoot S&W pistols. 

The British-owned gunmaker also 
inked a contract with rising revolver star 
Jerry Miculek to continue doing for 
money what for years he's been doing 
just for fun- shooting a Model 27 fast 
and fancy. 

A fourth member of Team S&W is 
Tom Campbell who has, until just recent
ly, worked for only one employer in his 
whole life. He graduated from high 
school and went to work sweeping the 
floors at Smith & Wesson. Even though 
he's now working for Safariland, Tom is 
the anchor of Team S&W. 

The Jet's Engine 
Everyone said he was going to win it, 

and he did. Jethro Dionisio smoked 'em. 
There was never any other leader in the 
match than the college kid from the 
Philippines who jumped out in front and 

Patent No. 4,829,906 

PIN GRABBERS™ 
GAME GRABBERS™ 

TURBO GRABBERS™ 
SUPERIOR COMPETITION, SELF DEFENSE, 
HUNTING, LAW ENFORCEMENT AMMO 

DELIVERS INSTANT MAXIMUM ENERGY 

M ..... c.,J = ,-' Dealers inquire in writing with signed copy of FFL 

KASWER Custom, Inc. 13 Surrey Dr, Brookfield, CT 06804 

(203) 775-0564 Fax: (203)775-6872 

• COMPETITION 
• RECREATIONAL 

• PRACTICAL SHOOTING 
ACCESSORIES 

MAHARLIKA 
SPORTSMEN SHOP 

FIREARMS ACCESSORIES 

(714) 598-9854 
Monday - Friday 9:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. 

975 FAIRWAY DRIVE 
WALNUT, CALIFORNIA 91789 0 l·~i 

The Chapman Academy of Practical Shooting offers 
the latest and best training in tactics and techniques 
for defensive, practical shooting. 

Training courses are available for handgun, shotgun 
and special weapons. Beginners, law enforcement 
personnel, military personnel and world-class 
competitive shooters have attended and benefited 
from Ray Chapman's expertise and personalized 
instruction. 

For information about the best training available write: 

~ Chapman Academy (';:')J~ 
~~ Hallsville, MO 65255 ~ 

(314) 69~5544 FAX (314) 696-5544 

THE FINEST GUN CLEANING PRODUCT ON EARTil! 
Just wipe away lead, burn rings, rust, carbon 

and plastic buildup on handguns. 
rifles and shotguns. 

The end result is a sparkling finish. 

The Miracle Polishing Cloth 

To: CNS ENTERPRIZES 
4219 Transit Road Suite # 110 
Williamsville, New York 14221 
$3.95.or $11.59 for three. 
Money Back Guarantee 

One Ste For All Gun Cleanin 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER • SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1990 93 



TQPGU 
accessories from the number one source for 
championship-proven, precision custom parts and 
equipment. 

NEW ITEM NEW ITEM 
B.A.T. PRO V TWIN PORT 

SLIDE CONVERSION 

$895 

ED BROWN STAINLESS AMBI 
SAFETY STAINLESS 

.) ,,,.. 
$54.95 

HANDGUN CUSTOM ACCESSORIES 
Wilson Combat 

Extended Safeties Blue or Stainless 
Extended Slide Release Blue or Stain. 
Extended Combat Ejector 
Match Stainless Barrels 
Extended Magazine Button 
Match Trigger w/3 Holes 
Commander Hammer Blue or Stainless 
Beavertail Grip Safety Blue or Stain. 
Shok-Buffers (6 Pk.) 
Combat 3 Dot Sights 
Full Length Recoil Guide Gov.ICC 
Magazine Well Funnel Blue or Stain. 
Checkered Mainspring Housing 
Recoil Springs, 8,9.10,12,15,17,18 Lbs. 
Safariarms Ext. Safeties Blue or Sta. 
Safariarms Ext. Ambi Safety 

Ed Brown Products . 
New 1911 Ambi Safety Stainless 
New 1911 Ambi Safety Blue 

Call And 
Save$$$ 
Save$$$ 
Save$$$ 
Save$$$ 
Save$$$ 
Save$$$ 
Save$$$ 
Save$$$ 
Save$$$ 
Save$$$ 
Save$$$ 
Save$$$ 
Save$$$ 
Save$$$ 
Save$$$ 

$19.95 
$29.95 

Hi-Sweep Beavertail Grip Safety Blue 
Hi-Sweep Beavertail Grip Safety Stain 
Match Grade Commander Hammer Blue 
Match Grade Commander Hammer Stain. 

$54.95 
$49.95 
$29.95 
$31.95 
$32.95 
$35.95 

Magazines & Speedloaders 
Metalform Magazines with Pads 
Shooting Star 38 Super 10rds Mag 
Shooting Star 45 ACP S/S Mag 
Safari Comp 11 Speedloader 
Safari Comp Ill Speedloader 

Action Tune-Up Kits 
S& W K/L/N Spring Kit 
Colt 1911 Spring Kit 
S&W J. Frame Spring Kit 
Beretta/Taurus 92 Spring Kit 
Sig-Sauer P226 Spring Kit 

Miscellaneous Accessories 
Chapman #9600 Screwdriver Set 
Chapman #8900 Screwdriver & Allen Set 
Pro-Optics Shades Glasses 
Phelps Dillon 450/550 Case Feeder 
IPSC U.S Nationals Video 
Steel Challenge Video 
Bianchi Cup Video 

$19.95 
$27.95 
$22.50 
$ 7.95 
$11.95 

$12.50 
$15.45 
$ 9.60 
$14.50 
$ 9.60 

$ 24.95 
$ 27.95 
$ 27.95 
$149.95 
$ 49.95 
$ 49.95 
$ 49.95 

B.A. T. Products 
BAT Ultra-Mag Brass Pads 2Pk. 
BAT Ultra-Comp Compensator 
BAT Ultra-Comp Kit I 
BAT Ultra-Comp Full Profile Kit Ill 
BAT Ultra-Match Stainless Hammer 

Ernie Hill Leather 
New Fas-Trac Holsters Brown or Black 

$ 9.95 
$ 69.95 
$189.95 
$299.95 
$ 28.95 

Basketweave $99.00 
Speed Competition Belts Save$$$ 
Single Magazine Pouches Save$$$ 
Double Magazine Pouches Save$$$ 
Triple Magazine Pouches Save$$$ 

Safariland Competition Leather 
008 Final Option Holster Save$$$ 
002 Cup Challenge Holster Save$$$ 
Gunfighter Belt Black Basketweave $42.30 
Adjustable Single Mag Pouch BBW $18.25 
Double Mag Pouch BBW $27.35 
Triple Magazine Pouch BBW $37.75 
Competition Triple Speedloader Pouch $17.95 

Chip McCormick Products 
New Titanium Super Light Trigger $29.95 
McCormick Square Commander Hammer $76.00 
Nastoff McCormick Commander Hammer $76 00 
McCormick Prepped Sear $22.95 

Timers & Chronographs 
Pro-Timer 111 
Pro-Tach Chronograph 
TNT Timer and Chronograph 

Sights 

$225 00 
$129.95 
$325.00 

Bo-Mar BMCS Competition Rear Sight $59.95 
Bo-Mar Undercut Competition Front Sight $ 9.50 
Wichita Combat Rear Sight $59.95 

Books 
"You Can't Miss" by John Shaw 
"Shoot to Win" by John Shaw 
"Combat 45 Auto" by Bill Wilson 
"Hallock's 45 Handbook" 
"Combat Handgunnery New Edition" 

MAG Funnels 
S & A MAG-Guide 
Clark/Barret Funnel 
Shaw Type Funnel 

$ 9.95 
$11.95 
$11.95 
$11.95 
$14.95 

$69.95 
$25.00 
$2895 

EB SHOOTER'S DEPOT =re P.O. BOX 3238, HIALEAH, FL 33013 
FOR INFORMATION CALL 305-221-6381 FREE SHIPPING IN CONTINENTAL U.S.A. 

SEND $3.00 FOR THE MOST COMPLETE PRACTICAL PISTOL CATALOG OF 
THE 1990'S 

'1-800-553-0844 
FOR ORDERS ONLY 

stayed there. 
The young speedster kept his mental 

game cooly under control. He won 
three out of seven stages, took home 
over $13,000 in winnings and made his 
papa, who stood by him throughout the 
match, just about the proudest dad 
you've ever seen. 

The throttles on the Jet's engines were 
pushed to the hilt and that engine is a .38 
Super full-house competition racing pis
tol built by Filipino gunsmiths Vic Man
guibin and Ely Ramirez of First Option 
Gunsmiths. The gun is of the "skele
tonized" genre popularized by master 
gunsmith Jim Boland (see May/June 
1990). Jethro's pistol weighs only 37 ozs. 
with metal removed extensively from the 
slide. 

The gun itself consists of a Caspian 
Arms slide mated to a Colt frame. The 
compensator is of the double chamber 
design first made prominent by Bill Wil
son's Super Grade dual-comp design. The 

Brian Enos was top S&W at 7th place. 

kid they call the Jet shot 125 gr. Western 
Nevada copper-plated bullets. 

The "world's fastest shooter" draws 
his pistol from the "world's fastest hol
ster," an Ernie Hill FasTrac speed rig. 
Since the innovative FasTrac was invent
ed two years ago, it's won every Steel 
Challenge since, first by Angelo Spagnoli 
in 1989 and again by Jethro this year. 

The unique friction-free design allows 
the Ernie Hill FasTrac to give the fastest 
possible draw. Completely adjustable for 
cant, the FasTrac features a patented 
mechanism that allows the holster to be 
positioned at any angle desired by the 
individual shooter. It's truly a remarkable 
achievement in competition holster 
design from the World Fast Draw cham
pion himself, Ernie Hill. 

Meet The Kid 
Jethro is an impressive young man. 

fn contrast to his aggressive, flamboyant 
style of shooting, he is quiet and hum
ble. A polite and courteous young man, 
Jethro was joined for his victory inter
view with American Handg11n11er by his 
father, Jose Dionisio, who supported his 
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son throughout the gruelling four day 
test of speed shooting. 

"My dad was the one who really 
taught me to shoot." acknowledged the 
young champion, "And he guides me in 
all my shooting." At this the father 
glowed outwardly with pride and satis
faction, the healthy, robust esteem that a 
father takes in his son's accomplishments. 

"No, he has the talent to shoot," the 
dad chimed in, not wishing to detract for 
a moment from the full glory of his son's 
victory. The interview was taking place 
less than half an hour after Jethro had 
fired the last stage, Showdown, and 
sealed his win. 

Jethro has been shooting competitive
ly for four years and he is the current 
IPSC national champion of the Philip
pines. Still very early in his shooting 
career, Jet has already drawn acclaim at 
several major matches world-wide. A 
synopsis of this budding young shooter's 
major matches is, unlike many of the 
older veterans, capable of fitting into an 
inch of type: 

1988 IPSC World Shoot 
26th place 

1988 Steel Challenge 
7th place (won Outer Limits) 

1989 IPSC European Championships 
6th place 

1989 Steel Challenge 
7th place (won three stages) 
His shooting goals include represent

ing the Philippines with distinction at the 
upcoming lPSC World Shoot in Aus
tralia, retaining his Filipino TPSC national 
championship and successfully defending 
his Steel Challenge title in 1991. 

Match Pressure 
When asked how he handled the 

intense match pressure of coming into the 
Steel Challenge as the odds-on favorite, 
the lad just smiled, "I don't listen to 
them," he said waving absently at the 
crowd, "The match isn't over until the 
last day and last stage." 

Some champion shooters insist that it 
is harmful to look at the scoreboard dur
ing a match because it can add to the 
pressure. John Pride, for example, is 
adamant about avoiding the obnoxious 
type of shooter who is quick to say 
things like, "Hey, you're three points 
ahead! If you just hold it together, you' II 
win!" John scorns such a person as a 
"walking scoreboard" and he positively 
hates to know what the score is as a 
match progresses. 

ot so the Jet. He doesn't mjnd in the 
least. He checked the scores frequently 
throughout the Steel Challenge. 

"I became more confident. l said to 
myself that all I had to do was shoot one 
shot, one target, and nothing could go 
wrong," Jethro explained about his 
approach to this element of match strate
gy wherein he stays constantly aware of 
the top scores. 

Jethro is seen before any stage seclud-

WORLD CLASS PISTOLS, IT'S ALL IN THE NAME 

George Huening 
American Handgunner 
Club 100 Pistolsmith 

For our new color brochure and the location of 
your nearest Hogue dealer 

CALL TOLL FREE 

1-800-GET GRIP 
IN CALIFORNIA CALL 805 / 466-6266 / 466-4100 

Hogue features a complete line of fancy 
hardwoods, nylon and soft rubber grips 
designed for all popular revolvers and 
automatics. 

HOGUE GRIPS 

WORLD CLASS PISTOLS 
P.O. Box 288 
Brownsburg, IN 46112 
(317) 852-0013 

, FACE FACTS - C-H Progressive 
Reloading Tools are the Best Buys! 

Measure value in Precision, Safety and 
Long Life (no plastic or pot metal). 
Thousands in use. Phone (715) 229-2146 
or send $2 for catalog ($3 back on first 
order). Use Visa or MasterCard. 

DON'T BUY TILL YOU TRY C-H! 

C-H TOOL AND DIE CORP. 
Dept. AH 106 N. Harding St. · OWEN, WISCONSIN 54460 

IDEAL FOR APARTMENT DWELLERS DESIGN, YOUR BODY WEIGHT IS SUS
WITHOUT A GARAGE FOR A HEAVY PENDED ON THE SAME FRAME WITH 
BENCH. TAKE INTO THE HOUSE WHEN THE PRESS. CONSEQUENTLY. NO 
GARAGE IS TOO HOT OR COLD. TAKE TABLE MOVEMENT PUSH & PULL 
TO THE RANGE TO DEVELOP PET WORKS AGAINST YOUR BODY. TABLE 
LOADS WITH YOUR FAVORITE PRESS. WILL NOT LIFT OFF THE FLOOR. 
DOES NOT BOLT TO FLOOR. DUE TO 

ALL WELDED TUBULAR STEEL FRAME 
• Rubber floor mounts prevent scratch- • Ball bearing swivel seat 

ing floors • Breaks down to 30 • x 19 • for 
• Pre-drilled for major presses porlability 
• Only we,ghs 28 pounds 

PORTABLE RELOADING UNIT . $77.00 
2 PLASTIC BOXES FOR EMPTY CASES. BULLETS & LOADED ROUND INCL. 

Visa and Mastercard welcome 
California res,dents add 6% sales tax 
We sh,p F.O.B. Marysville, California 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER • SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1990 95 



BECAUSE YOU SHOOT 
- AMMUNITION FACTORY DIRECT -

38 Special $6.20 BOX/50 45 ACP $8.87 BOX/50 
158 GR SWC (Cse. 500 Rds. $62) 230 RNL (Cse. 500 Rds. $88. 70) 

9MM Luger $8.88 BOX/so AoomlJla'.'BffcouNTS 
115 GR FMJ (Cse. 500 Rds. $88.80) and OTHER PRODUCTS 

Money Back Guarantee 

Order Today 303-927 •4500 
--GJJarber----

PowerPIUS 
AMMUNITION 

Our refinishing is used by: 
Action Arms, Alpha 
Precision, Bill Rogers, 
J.E. Clark, Colt Firearms, 
Richard Heine, Mike La, 
Rocca, J.M. Plaxco, Behlert 
Precision and D & L Sports. 

"COGAN CUSTOM" Speed 
Comp. Customized Comps. for most 
semi-autos and revolvers for compe
tition, carry or hunting. 

CUSTOM GUNSMITHING 
COLT AUTHORIZED 
SERVICE CENTER 

Send $2 .00 for brochure [refundable with first gun) to 

A.P.&W. Inc. 1937 Calumet St. Dept AH. Clearwater fl :U615. Phone 18131 4-19-9111 

... 

Available In · 
45ACP, 10 mm, 38 Super & 9 mm 

HI-SWEEP BEAVERTAIL GRIP SAFETYS 
MAXI-WELL • MAXI-COMP • MINI-COMP 

ED BROWN PRODUCTS - Route 2, BOX 2922 • Perry, MO 63462 
Phone (314l 565-3261 

I VI~ I MEMBER AMERICAN PISTOLSMITHS GUILD 
send S1.00 For catalog 

":r/>~o~~ Wichita Slab-Comp 
~'-~~,-->'1:,--><I, Customize Your Revolver! 

'\~ ~~~ \<o The Slab Comp or Revolver Comp is designed not only for the competitive but also for 
\.Cl the non-competitive shooter. 

EASY INSTAUATION. The Slab-Comp or Revolver-Comp slides over the barrel and 
underlug It is secured by a single screw requiring the underlug be drilled and tapped 

The slab comp is available for Smith Wesson 6" or shorter full underluged barrels in Models 
586, 625, 686, 617, 629, 627 and the Ruger GP-100 6" or shorter heavy barrels. 

\ The Revolver-Comp is 2 5/16" long and 

WSC Slab-Comp Blued 
Stainless Steel 

WRC Revolver-Comp blued 
Stainless Steel 

Installation Charge 

can be installed on all lengths of barrels. 
Either Comp is designed to redirect the gas 

upward and will along with the added 
weigh~ reduce significantly the muzzle jump. 

Wichita Arms, Inc. 
444 Ellis. P.O, Box 11371. Wichita, Kansas6721 l 
(316) 265-0661 

Dealer prices available SASE, signed FFL & tax# 

ed by himself, ringed by the entourage of 
Filipino shooters who flocked protective
ly around their national champion wher
ever he went. He listens to a mental 
relaxation tape on his Walkman before he 
shoots. 

Practice, Pradice, Practice 
To prepare for the match, Jethro and 

his dad stayed in a hotel near the range 
for one month prior to the match where 
he practiced every day. He burned in 
excess of 40,000 rounds in practice for 
the match, a bit over 1,000 rounds a day. 
And that's not counting the year-round 
practice he does at home in the Philip
pines where he actively competes in local 
IPSC matches. 

A young man like that with a pocket
ful of money must have all sorts of plans 
on how to spend it. Nine grand in cash! 
Perhaps he wants to buy a new car or a 
surfboard or take his girl on a really 
extravagant date. 

"The money? I haven't really thought 
about the money," said Jethro, somewhat 
taken aback by my question about how he 
planned to spend his winnings, "Is that how 
much I won? I haven't thought about it." 

"What he means," interjected the 
father, "is that the trophy is what's really 
important." 

"Yes," Jethro hastened to add, "It's the 
winning that counts, not the money." 

By now I was completely won over by 
this personable, humble young man. 
What a refreshing inspiration it was to 
meet a shooter who truly cares about win
ning for the sake of winning- not 
because it would translate into a multi
thousand-dollar endorsement from this 
gunmaker and a five-year-deal from that 
holstennaker. 

Jethro shot a cobbled-together gun 
because that's what he really likes, not 
because he was paid to. He snatched his 
pistol from an Ernie Hill holster because 
he really likes Ernie's leather, not because 
he's paid to like it. 

Speaking to Jethro reminded me of 
what shooting was like 10 years ago 
when the Steel Challenge began. We shot 
then for one reason and one reason 
alone- for the fun of it. Sure, it's still 
fun today but I sometimes wonder if the 
commercialization of shooting hasn't 
somehow diminished the dedication and 
commitment of the shooters just as the 
greening of Christmas has taken much of 
the spirit out of the Holiday Season. 

I dunno, I can't really explain it. All I 
know is that talking to a nice kid like 
Jethro made me feel good, made me feel 
proud to be a shooter. If I wasn't 
impressed enough already, I asked Jethro 
what advice he would offer to a new, 
aspiring shooter and this is what he said: 

"All they have to do is be interested in 
the sport and be dedicated. But the most 
important thing is to always ask the Lord 
for guidance so they'll be good ..... 
in everything they do." ~ 
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Ed McGivern 

The golden era of professional exhibition shooting is now 
long past but it can be relived in this excellent video program 
titled "Fast & Fancy Shooters." See some of the most 
incredible shooting feats ever performed with some of the 
biggest and best names to ever live. Men like Bill Jordan, Ed 
McGivern, Herb Parsons, Ken Beegle and several others are 
highlighted in this 75 minute collection of authentic early 
motion picture footage. A must for every serious enthusiast of 
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GUNPLAY 
Trick & Fancy Gun Handling 
The world's greatest trick and 
fancy gun artists in one of the 
most amazing videos ever. 
Gun spinning, gun juggling, 
trick shooting, fast draw, ana 
many more amazing feats of 
skill and talent are in this 
professionally produced video. 
All the great names that have 
elevatea fancy gun handling 
to what it is tocfay. 
60 minutes .......... $49.95 

DEADLY EFFECTS 
Wound Ballistics 

Shows what bullets do to 
bodies. How to choose effec
tive handgun ammunition. 
The effects of bullet weight 
and bullet configuration. Stop
ping power, energy transfer, 
penetration and incapacita
tion. From the producers of 
Deadly Weapons. 
Over80 minutes. $95.00 

DEADLY WEAPONS 
Learn the truth about modem 
firearms. What they will and 
will not do. Compares diffeient 
calibers shooting through glass, 
into car doors, at bulletproof 
vest, even into auto fuel tanks! 
Thousands sold worldwide. 
See for yourself why the KGB, 
FBI, CIA and hundreds of 
police agencies have this tape . 
Over 100 minutes. $49.95 

SURVIVING EDGED 
WEAPONS 

· Action-filled video shows how 
to defense" knife culture" of
fenders. How to assess an as

, -~ sailant and control him phys i-
i cally. how inmates and knife 

' experts train. Improvised 
( weapons, interviews with of

ficers who survived attacks, 
first aid and more. Producea 
for law enforcement only. 
85 minutes $49.95 

INTERNATIONAL 

FAST 
DRAW 

CHAMPIONSHIP 

United States 

Marines 
1~ 

INTERNATIONAL FAST 
DRAW CHAMPIONSHIP 
Brand new! See how the art 
and sport of fast draw has 
progressed. The best fast draw 
artists competed for the cham
pionship m Reno, Nevada 
See Errne Hill, Cal Erlich, Stan 
Sweet, Bob Grahm, and other 
big names. Euipment run
downs, how-to instruction, 
practice methods, interviews. 
45 minutes .......... $39.95 

808 MUNDEN 
The Fastest Gun To Ever Live 
Incredible fast draw display 
with live ammo. Complete 
how-to for fanning and thumb
ing with Colt single action 
revolvers. Includes card split
ting with both pistol and rifle, 
aerial shooting, gun spinning 
and much, much more! 
75 minutes. $49.95 

DEADLY FORCE 
firearms I SeH-Defense I The Law 
From the producers of Deadly 
Weapons and Deadly Effects, 
this video explores the legal 
aspects of deadly force. If an 
intruder breaks into your home 
what can you legally do? 1) 
Politely ask him to leave, 2) 
Shoot the SOB, 3) Hold him 
at guniJOint until the police 
amve. This video gives real 
answers. 
100 minutes .. $49.95 

U.S.M.C. FIREPOWER 
The most awesome display 
of modern battle weapons 
ever recorded on videotape! 
See all the latest weapons 
carried and used by the U.S. 
Marines at an actual militaiy 
demo including the M16A2, 
M-60 M203 Grenade 1.Aur,ch:, 
er, 60mm and 81 mm Morta,r, 
Mark 19 Automatic Grenade 

~~in{~~~'Ti.:iJ?s~redst\1~ 
plus lots more. Plef]ty of [racer. 
,mpact and explos,on scenes. 
90 minutes. $85.00 

MORE EXCITING VIDEOS 

HOW TO SHOOT FAST 
And Accurately 

The fastest shooters in the 
world show you how to shoot 
fast and accurately. Complete 
how-to information on equip
ment, draw, grip, sight picture, 
trigger pull. .. It's an here plus 
lots more. Professionally pro
duced with slow-motion, 
graphics, music and complete 
narration. 
60 minutes $49.95 

USPSA NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

/PSC Combat Pistol Competition 
True combat pistol action fea
turing the best shooters in 
the world. Watch and learn 
as they go through the paces 
of the most realfstic combat 
courses ever designed. If you 
want to be a betler combat 
shooter this tape is a must. 
Professionally produced, full 
color( slow motion, interviews 
and ots more. .. .__..;a._ _ _, 70 minutes $49.95 

PISTOL MASTERS 
SWit pictire, ff, trigger id, 
stance, twe of gun mil ammo, 
prac1ice methods, mental con
centration ... it's all covered 
in the best, pure "how-to" 
shoot combat pistol video 
available. Features Leatham, 
Enos, Barnhart, McCormick, 
Plaxco, Joanne Hall, Spagnoli, 
Wilson and Chapman. 
60 minutes $49.95 

WOMAN'S GUIDE 
TO FIREARMS 

An introduction to firearms, 
safety, techniques, revolver 
vs. auto, how to select a hand
gun and accessories, hand
ling noise and recoil. care 
and security of a firearm in 
the home, and more. 
60 minutes. $39.95 

a: Vietnam: Front Line........ . ....... $29.95 Pistol Masters............. . .......... $49.95 
Ameriun Mercenaries.. . ...... $39.95 John Shaw Comb.it Shotgun ............ S49.95 FAX: (619) 569-0505 Phone: (619) 569-4000 
So\1el War Games......... . ..... $39.95 John Pride: Winning PPC... . ....... $49.95 

IL 1~~-~;u~~~~~ 'R~~g~-,~::::::::::: · -·:: J!;::~ ~S5~~~·~:.~::rc~~~~~~!~:.:::::: ::::::~ 
Milrine Corps Firepower Demo .......... $49.95 Steel Chiiillenge Speed Cho11mpionship .... $49.95 

ip Ni:t,Combal:HandtoHandlernniques ... $49.95 NRA/BIANCHI CupActoon Pistol ... $49.95 

t- ~;,i.~;J>~::hlg~?~~~~~~~~;r;~:t:::: ::rn ~~;::::! 1~::i:~~i;~:~;~. C~ns ::; ;~ 
W Call toll free to order and to ask about any tape in which you 

Please send me the following videos: 

Please include $3.00 shipping and handling. 
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C, Buy any three videos at the listed price and receive another 
CW) tape of equal or lesser value at no additional charge. 

NIAiiDRDERMDEO EB~ Tl 

~na 
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The Sight Worth 
Loolcing For 

Pachmayr's all-new adjust
able rear pistol.sight may be 
the toughest, most accurate 
sight you can put on your 
semi-auto pistol. 

Toughest, because it's 
milled from solid steel using 
the latest computerized 
numeric control /CNC) 
methods-nothing is 
tougher! 

Most accurate, because 
the micro click-adjustable 
windage and elevation 
screws give you unexcelled 
control over your point of 
aim-nothing is more 
accurate! 

Pachmayr's sights are also 
easy to install-they fit the 
existing dovetail with no 
machining required. You 
can continue to use your ex
isting front sight. The ultra
low profile and increased 
sight radius give you extra 
accuracy while letting you 

still "clear leather" with ease. 
Choose plain black, 3-dot, 

or white outline rear blades 
and find out just how accu
rate your gun really is. Our 
new rear sight comes in 
models to fit most popular 
semi-automatics, including 
such favorites as Beretta, 
Browning, Colt, Glock, Sig
Sauer, and Taurus. And, 
because they're AVAILABLE 
NOW FOR IMMEDIATE 
DELIVERY, you'll have an 
easy time finding a dealer 
who handles the sights 
worth looking for! 

1875 South Mountain Ave. 
Monrovia, CA 91016 
/818) 357-7771 

AYOOB FILES 
Continued from page 50 

trap a hip-holstered weapon. 
Then he accelerates the powerful 

sportscar after his antagonists. ft doesn ·1 

take long. As the Halcon Corvette reach
es a point about 15 yards behind the fugi
tive vehicle, he sees two gunflashes and 
hears a sound like two firecrackers from 
the left hand side of the vehicle. 

His response is instantaneous: he fires 
and puts another 185 grain Silvertip 
through the back window. Again, the 
occupants duck. The driver veers the 
lowrider hard right and Halcon follows. 
He fires again, left hand only like the last 
shot, and watches the bullet send shred
ded rubber flying from the right rear tire 
of the car ahead of him. 

There is time for him to think that this 
is not what he had expected from a 185 
grain hollowpoint pistol bullet. The tire 
deflates instantly, but the car ahead keeps 
running on the rim. 

The chase continues. They turn off 
their lights. Marc turns off his, pulls right 
up behind them, and turns his headlamps 
back on. They fire at him again, and miss. 
Halcon unleashes in response his seventh 
Silvertip of the evening; this one punches 
through the trunk lid of the lowrider. 

A Circle K gas station/convenience 
mart looms up. The lowrider swerves in, 
narrowly missing people pumping gas, 
and tries to cut between the pumping 
islands. The car doesn't make it. Its char
acteristic low chassis catches on a pump 
island and snags, like a boat marooned on 
a reef at low tide. 

Halcon knows the pursuit is over. 

Good Guy Wins 
He wheels the Corvette to a position in 

front of the fugitive car and jumps out, 
the engine block between him and them. 
Because of his handicap he cannot crouch 
low, but at least he has partial cover. His 
.45 is levelled steady. 

ln the bright lights of the service sta
tion, Halcon secs for the first time that 
the driver is female. It makes little differ
ence to him. He places his front sight on 
her and shouts, "iManos arriba!" 

The command is ignored. No one puts 
their hands up. But no one moves. either, 
and Halcon is satisfied with that. 

Then he sees a figure move in the 
back, with the unmistakable silhouette of 
a long gun in his hands. Halcon switches 
the front sights of his Swenson .45 to this 
target and snaps, "Okay, go ahead!" 

Lt is a challenge that will not be 
answered. The figure hesitates, then toss
es the gun- a sawed-off .22 autoloading 
rifle- out the window. 

Halcon hears sirens. Pol ice are mov
ing in behind him. The cavalry has 
arrived. 

Out of the corner of his eye, Halcon 
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secs a man wearing a uniform and hold
ing a radio in one hand and a Smith & 
Wesson Modei 19 in the other. The cop 
asks intensely, "What's going on?" 

'·A gunfight." Halcon replies, "and 
rm winning!" 

Responding Officers 
The moments that followed are now 

described in Marc Halcon's words. 
"The pol ice never ordered me to drop 

the .45. Highway Patrol, two deputy sher
iffs, and another San Diego officer 
showed up. The chase had covered every
body's jurisdiction. One deputy got out 
with a Remington 870, climbed over his 
car. and walked up to the suspects and 
said, First one who moves gets a slug in 
hi head.' 

"A sergeant came up to me and asked, 
·what have you got?' I brought my .45 
down to [low] ready and said, 'They've 
got another gun in the car.' 

"The sergeant told me, 'You caught 
'em, you clean em.' 

·'t brought the gun back up and told 
them to get out of the car. They were 
removed, put to kneeling, and hand
cuffed. I now saw there were two females 
and three males. There was an 18 year 
old man and four juveniles. 

.. They found the first gun they shot at 
me with in the car, a Colt Pocket .25 
automatic. I learned later that they were 
members of a local gang. Apparently, one 
in the backseat was a prospective mem
ber, and they were trying to show him 
ho\! much fun it was to go out and pop 
omebody, I guess. . 

·'AU five of them were in the backs of 
the police cars when a sergeant came up 
to me and asked me to put my gun away 
which l did. They called a tow truck for 
the lowrider, and I heard one of the 
deputies looking at the bullet holes in it 
and ounding angry because he didn't get 
10 hoot at moving cars. 

'Finally the sergeant asked me what 
department I was with and I said, 'I'm 

ith the RA.' 
.. That not being what he wanted to 

hear. he asked me to take my gun out and 
unload it. His gun was in its holster. He 
rack d the slide a couple of times, dry 
fired it, and stuck it in his belt. He asked 
me what the hell happened and I 
e plained. They ID d me and took notes. 

--nie sergeant gave me my gun back 
and aid, 'Mr. Halcon, I don't want to tell 

ou \! hat 10 do, but get in your car and 
don ·1 load the gun in front of me, and go 
h me. We II be getting in contact with 
y u tomorro . " 

Post-Shooting Analysis 
There are things that could have been 

handled better in the above episode, and 
no ne kno\! s better than the participant. 
.. The ne t time I would chase just long 
enough to get the licen e plate, and then 

ck off;· ays Halcon. 
one of the teenagers in the car were 

PISTOLSMITH 
I ha\·t~ /40 years 1!Xpt~rit!nc1~ repairing and huilding all types of sporting 
firt!arms. Complete facilities for the type of work that is required. 

Combat • Pin shooting • Target • Silhouette 
COLT FACTORY WARRANTEE SERVICE CENTER 

IIIGII STANDARD SPECIALIST- ALL MODELS 
SMITH & WESSON REVOLVER IMPROVEMENTS 

:\ one man shop that cares. and a shooter who knows what the serious 
shooter wants. Satisfaction Assured. Price List $1.00. 

CAMPBELL H. IRWIN GUNSMITII 
I la rt land 131vd .. East Hartland. Conn. Tue.-Sat 9am-5pm (E.T.) 

Tel. [203) 653-3901 Zip 06027 Sun. & mon. closed 

--..,---,,~-~ BUEHLER PISTOL MOUNT 

(!) 0 ... -

-.:::::_-::::::::.::-

-c=,.__-N_O_D_R_I L-LI-N G OR TAPPING 
Introducing a different BUEHLER MOUNT-M83. In
stalls without drilling or tapping. For calibecs up 
through .357 Mag. Available in silver or black finish. 
M83 Mounts available for Smith & Wesson, Dan 
Wesson, Colt and Ruger. 

DEALER INQUIRIES 
INVITED 

Send for Free Brochure 45H or call 
415-254-3201 

MAYNARD P. BUEHLER, lnc.-ORINDA, CA s4ss3 

Comi_gg_ ll~xt /fa ........ vm ___ ¼ _______ _ 
BIANCHI CUP '90 
l'HE FIRSI' PERFECI' SCORE IN l'HE 
HISTORY OF l'HE CUP! 

Here's what you get, QUADRA-LOK II Stainless 
Match Dull Darrel with hand-polished wrap
around feed romp (no bushing req'd.), Ad
justable QL-11 Stainless Slide Stop (pot. pend.), 
Compensator in Dlued or Stainless Steel, Cap
tive Variable-rote Duffered Recoil System 
(Wolff Spring) with spore ports kit. Extended 
Slide Stop available for S4.95 extra. Only 
$199.90 complete(+ S.J.50 S&H and S2.25 
COD). Prepay, COD, MASTERCARD & VISA 
welcome. Dealer pricing ovoiloble. Send 
$1.00 for Drochure, operating principles, and 
comporison study of Drop-in Systems. 
(Gunsmiths-Custom Models Avoil.) 

CENTAUR SYSTEMS, IMC. 

QUADRA-COMP ll1
m 

The only drop-in Dorrel/Compensotor system 
on the market today that offers accuracy 
equivalent to a fitted barrel and greatly reduc
ed muzzle flip' How con we make this claim) 
Unllk• other drop-in systems, the QUADRA
LOK II is user-adjustable for a guoronttHld 
tight lock-up between barrel, slide and frame. 
Add to this our Dual Volume Gos Jet Compen
sotor and you hove a winning combination. 
Truly Drop-in-HO metalwork-HO alterations 
to the pistol-HO special skills required for in
stallation! An exceptional value! 

Suite 114/ 15127 NE 24th 
Redmond, WA 98052-55.J0 (206) .'.192-8472 -
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13·RDI .38DACP 
SMOOTH DOUBLE-ACTION 
ALL FORGED STEEL 

~ 

ThedoubllHlctionASTRA 
A-ec>, racagniud world-wide u 

one of the finest pistols for sport 
and personal d.,._ on the market. 

Built for performa-, the A-ec> ofhn: 
■ Large capacity, 13-Rd magazine -nal firapcMarl 
■ Forged lltNI slide and frame with rich blue finilh. 
■-compact grip designed for fast. inatinctift aiming 

and maximum carrying comfort araund-thttdock. 
■ Adjustable lights and IIIIOOth, Politift thumb safety. 
■Smooth, t-. instant- button rel- magazine. 

ASTRA's A-ec> ... Top Quality, Top Performance, 
Loaded With Prime Fatures and Senli,ly Prlcedl 

IITERARMI 
NUMBER TEN PRINCE STREET 
A L EX A N D R I A, V I R G I N I A 2 2 3 1 4 

FREE 32-PAGE FULL-COLOR CATALOG OF FINE ARMS 

BRASS-CATCHER* 
"It's the handiest on the market" 

o4 $14.95 ~ 
The BRASS CATCHER* fits on your hand, not on 
your handgun. No more clumsy distractions. Specifically 
designed for Browning, Colt, Mac 10, Uzi and other popular 
semi-autos. The BRASS CATCHER• adjusts for either top 
or right side ejections. Recommended for right hand shooters. 

Send check or money order to: 

GAGE MANUFACTURING 
663 West 7th St. San Pedro, CA 90731 No C.O.D. 

The Affordable Alternative 
No Gunsmlthlng Required 

$99.95 without ■lght 
(Model WIC-1)• 

The Wichita lnsta-Comp has been 
designed for the competitive and 
non-competitive shooter. 

The gas chamber inside the Wichita lnsta-Comp is designed to capture 
the gas and exhaust it through the two vertical ports. With this anangement. 

combined with the additional weight. the muzzle jump is reduced significantly. 

EASY INSTALLATION No Special Tools. No Fitting. Nothing else to buy. 
Remove your barrel bushing and recoil spring plug. Replace with the Wichita 

lnsta•Comp and our recoil spring plug. You are now ready to shoot your comped gun. 

Model WIC-2 has a front sight (target or combat, your choice) ...... 1119.95 
Model WIC•l or WIC-2 and our slide conversion•• ............. . 1272.H 
(Bury rear Wichita Sight. permanently mounted. Front sight on slide or comp. Mill flat on top 
of slide. and lower port for easier ejection) 

·: ~ee~re:d 5:~:r ~~:a~S:~~ :: 1:c:~1se!ork Wichita Anas, Inc. 
Dealer prices available -444-E-lli-,.-P-.O-.-Bo-,-11-37-1-. -W-ic-hi-ta-. K_a_n_sas-67_2_!-il ct+!e 

(316) 265-0661 

hit. Halcon 's first bullet went into the 
right rear door of the lowrider and lodged 
there, and the next two sprayed window 
glass but lodged in the chrome door 
molding without entering the vehicle, 
says Marc, who reports that the fourth 
and fifth Silvertips went through the rear 
window into the passenger compartment, 
the sixth through the tire, and the seventh 
through the trunk lid into the cardboard 
liner behind the backseat, from which it 
ricocheted harmlessly upward. 

Marc is wise to recognize now the 
folly of pursuit. There was no way of 
knowing whether others in the vehicle 
were gang members, or simply kids who 
were unaware that one of their friends 
had a gun, let alone that he was going to 
pull it and start shooting. Unlike the 
Goetz incident, it was never proven that 
all of the teenagers involved in the 
attempted murder of Marc Halcon had 
criminal intent. 

Had a bullet sent the lowrider out of 
control, Halcon would have been legally 
and morally liable for anyone struck by 
the vehicle. In any case, once the vehicle 
had fled, the attack on Halcon had ended 
and with it had terminated the perfect 
right to use deadly force in self-defense. 
It turned out that the "flash" presumed to 
be gunshot that caused Marc to fire his 
fourth round was actually a reflection in 
the review mirror of the suspect vehicle. 

While Halcon certainly had the right 
to pursue, something isn't necessarily 
smart just because it is legal. Regular 
readers may harken back to the case of 
Wilburn Brooker, charged with 
manslaughter in Miami and hounded into 
a heart condition by newsman and prose
cutors after he pursued a gunman who 
had robbed him, and killed the offender 
when he turned and pointed his loaded 
gun at Brooker a second time. 

(By the way, Brooker's record is now 
clear, his health is reasonably good, and 
he has his gun permit back.) 

More Lessons 
In addition, Halcon was at enormous 

risk of being shot by police in a mistaken 
identity situation. It is almost a miracle 
that he was not killed. 

Fortunately, the uncle's description of 
the situation had gone over the air, and 
responding officers had been advised that 
the man in the Stingray fitting Halcon's 
description was the armed citizen/victim, 
not the perpetrator. 

Confinns Halcon, "I know I'm incred
ibly lucky the way the police handled it. 
When my uncle called in, he ID'd me and 
my beige Corvette and explained I had a 
gun. In that neighborhood, also, the offi
cers can tell who's who, lowrider versus 
Corvette." 

The author feels that most cops don't 
assume you're a good guy because of what 
you drive, how you dress, or what you 
look like vis a vis the bad guy, however. 

Also, once armed police are on the 
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scene, it is far better for the armed citizen 
to holster his weapon and tum the situa
tion over to them. Remarks like 'Tm with 
the NRA" are not the appropriate choice 
of words. Marc would have done better 
by saying, "Those people shot at me and I 
wil_l press charges." 

And we shall not even discuss the con
cept of an officer telling a citizen to han
dle police business. ("You caught 'em, 
you clean 'em?!?" Good Lord!) 

Now 36, Marc is older and wiser 
enough to realize that "OK, go ahead," is 
not the challenge command of choice. 
Though it worked that time, Marc now 
knows he would have been better served 
with a statement like, "Don't move! Drop 
that weapon!" 

Another danger that fortunately was 
not realized was wild shots. Firing weak 
hand only and trying to drive at the same 
time is not conducive to good hits. (See 
the Files column on the well-known Con
necticut State Police lncident.) 

Only Marc's pistolcraft skill, gleaned 
from years of intense IPSC competition, 
kept stray bullets from striking 
bystanders or going through house win
dows. His shooting was, in fact, remark
ably accurate under the circumstances. 

Handicapped Handgunner 
Was it Halcon 's cane that caused the 

young punk with the .25 to single him out 
as a target? Predators avidly seek the weak
est prey. Longtime experience with hand
guns and training in the martial arts, includ
ing escrima under Nuri Bahmbo and wing 
chun, made Halcon no ordinary victim. 

It is entirely possible that Halcon 's 
speed of reactive draw and return fire kept 
the punk with the .25 from putting the third 
bullet into his head; he had already put the 
second bullet past Halcon's ear. 

Even more than the rest of us, the dis
abled are targets for violent crime and need 
the means to protect themselves. With his 
cane and his I 0-pound full leg brace, Hal
con could not possibly have fled when the 
lowrider pulled up next to his car. 

Realistic self-defense, for both the 
able-bodied and the physically chal
lenged, is an important thing to Marc 
Halcon. For many years a member of the 
Lemon Grove Rod & Gun Club in 
Alpine, Calif., he has been president of 
that organization since 1988. Six years 
ago iu Phoenix he was awarded IPSC's 
coveted Prix du Presidente, signifying an 
individual who most embodies the spirit 
of practical shooting, by J. P. Denis, 
world leader of IPSC. 

The lightweight Commander has been 
replaced with a Colt Officer's Model fit
ted with longer Commander slide by 
Lance Martini, and loaded with Homady 
230 grain jacketed truncated cone .45 
ammo for more penetration than the Sil
vertip gave him nine years ago. In com
petition- he shoots "B" class- he 
prefers an Omer Casey five-inch "street 
comp" .38 Super. 

Quality that's 
right on 
target! 

Give it your best shot 
with 3-D remanufactured 
ammunition! 
Time and time again, 3-D remanufactured 
ammunition hits the mark for consistency, 
accuracy and reliability. That's because 
every round is made to exacting standards 
and must pass the most stringent inspec
tions before leaving the 3-D plant. 

There's a 3-D remanufactured round tor 
the following firearms: 38's and 357's, plus 
semi-automatic ammo for 45 ACP and 9mm 
caliber handguns. 

For quality remanufactured 
ammunition at a competitive price, 
ask your nearest dealer tor 3-D. 

3-D Ammunition 
and Bullets 
112 Plum, P.O. Box J 
Doniphan, NE 68832 
In Nebr. call: (402) 845-2285 
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With the Superior Performance of 
Hodgdon Powders 

Superior accuracy can be achieved through reloading with reliable, 

consistently performing powder. To achieve this level of consistency, the 

experts at Hodgdon's select only the finest raw materials and give special 

attention to blending. Rigorous testing of each batch of powder further 

attests to Hodgdon's committment to quality. 

For over 45 years, Hodgdon Powder has been a 

performance leader among shooters. This 

explains why more winning shooters competing 

in benchrest matches use Hodgdon Powder. 

Hodgdon encourages every shooter to enjoy the 

advantages and economy of reloading with the 

superior performance of Hodgdon Powders. 
For more information on reloading & Hodgdon Powders, write: 

HODGDON POWDER COMPANY, INC. 

P.O. Box 2932, Dept. AH09 

Shawnee Mission, KS 66201 

Tt1~ l)IJl?ACt11201"~™ ~ 

HODGDON'SINOUSTRY 
INSIDERS 

BobGiaruuo 
Sales, Nosier Bullets 
300 Win. Mag. Caliber 

180 gr. Nosier Part.it.ion Bullet 
75 Gr. Hodgdon H450 Powder 

Trademark. of Plater's Supply 

l)l~~~l?~~C~ ~ 
This is the difference a Durachrome fmish l~' 
can make. Just think what it will do for that 4 

• 'i .. ~ 
custom gun you are having built. We do not .-:: I 
simply put hardchrome on guns - they are • 
custom hardchromed to your specs. If ' 
you are looking for the ultimate finish for the 
ultimate rtfle, pistol or shotgun, ask for it by name - lltiCIB}~ 

SURPASSES STAINLESS STEEL FOR BRIGHTNESS -RUST RESISTANCE SECOND TO NONE 
• Will not gall, chip or peel -

hardness rated at72 Rockwell Scale 
• DURACHROME smoothness reduces 

wear on moving parts 
• Member of the American Hangunner 

THE SHOOTER SHOP 
PATRICK J. CONNORS 
514 N. Main• Butte, MT 59701 

Top 100 Pistolsmith List Dealer and Law Enforcemert discotnts 
406 723-3842 • Exclusive plater for Cannon guns avaiable-Serri $2.00 forcobrbroclue. 

In 1990, Halcon is running for presi
dent of the US region of lPSC. Halcon 
supporters include both members of the 
US National [PSC Team as well as rank 
and file shooters across the country who 
are looking for the positive growth initia
tives that form his campaign platform. 
His populist message to IPSC shooters is 
"Because it's your sport." 

Halcon is widely seen a role model for 
the physically chalJenged shooter. "I have 
worked with three or four physically dis
abled shooters," he says. "It's important 
that the handicapped person realize that 
some should not have a firearm, such as 
anyone with severe arthritis who might 
suffer from recoil. My philosophy is, if 
you can dial a touchtone phone, you can 
shoot a gun. 

"I think the handicapped should be 
welcomed into [PSC," he says, "because 
it is the only sport I know where a handi
capped person can compete directly 
against the world's best. l know, because 
I've done it. Matches have stairs, curbs, 
and door openings sometimes, the same 
obstacles they face daily. 

"I don't think the physically chal
lenged should ask for any special rules. lf 
someone comes to me and says, 'I want 
the targets different because I'm color
blind,' I'm not going to do it. If you can 
negotiate the course in a safe manner, pay 
your entry fee and do it. [f you can't, 
there's bowling pin matches, the Masters, 
and NRA Action shooting." 

Halcon now teaches self-defense part
time at his San Diego Firearms Academy. 
His strong beliefs in combat-oriented 
handgunning come largely from that 
night in 1981. 

While he knows now that certain 
aspects could have been handled better, 
there is no denying that it was his fast and 
furious response with his legally-carried 
Colt .45 that left two armed punks fleeing 
for their lives, instead of laughing at the 
victim of the latest wanton ...,._ 
drive-by shooting. " 

LEGISLATION 
Continued from page I 7 

containing detailed information on pend
ing legislative or political offensives. 
You 'II be able to call for an analysis of 
each bi II, and have access to 
telephone/mailing information for con
tacting your lawmakers. 

We'll keep you posted on anti-gun 
measures through periodic updates. Plus 
we provide a two-way street: If you hear 
about legislative threats, we provide 
immediate access to our offices for your 
call to action. 

NRA Political Victory Fund: The 
NRA gives each gun-owning individual 
clout at the polls. II 's a chance to defeat 
anti-gun opponents and help our pro-gun 
friends through voluntary contributions. 
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RA-PYF offers pro-gun candidates 
financial assistance. conducts voter regis
tration drives, and works 10 defeat candi
dates who seek to undermine your Sec
ond Amendment rights. 

Contributor Information: lf you wish 
to-contribute to the RA-PYF, we'll 
answer your questions. track your contribu
tion history, handle changes of address and 
give prompt attention to any complaints. 

NRAction: Available by subscription, 
ILA's monthly newspaper offers an up-to
da1e analysis of local. state, and federal 
anli-gun activities, firearms-related fea
ture stories and educational materials plus 
fact . heets on current firearms issues pre
pared by ILA offices. 

Speakers Bureau: ILA representa
tives are available to accurately discuss 
firearms issues at any number of civic 
gatherings. We'll lecture or debate in the 
classroom or before clubs and organiza
tions anywhere in the nation. Trained 
speakers are prepared to present facts on 
the Second Amendment. firearms history, 
current gun legislation or any other 
firearms-related topic. 

Research and Information: You'll 
receive curTent, state-by-state summaries of 
firearms laws in your state and others. 
These can be crucial while traveling, visit
ing another state or when you plan to move. 

Available upon request are data sheets 
on crime, self-protection, fiream1s safety 
and other firearms related topics. You can 
also send for position papers, brochures, 
videotapes, and educational packets 
detailing the truth about fireanns owner
ship and criminal justice re(om,. 

You Can Helpl 
As you can see, ILA is a complex and 

multi-faceted organization. But at the bot
tom Line, all this talent, energy and activity 
only serves to protect your individual 
firearm rights. This task could never be 
successful without the support of many 
millions of American citizens like yourself. 

So thanks for the help. 
Ifs kept America free. 

Wayne LaPierre is executive director 
of the National Rifle Association's Insti
tute for Legislatil'e Action, 1600 Rhode 
Island Ave .. N.W., Washington, D.C. 
20036 

1101 INDIANA CT. 
DECATUR. IL. 62521 

217-429-2290 

BROCHURE • $1.00 

Send $2.00 for catalog to: 

L.A.R. Manufacturing, Inc. 
4133 West Farm Road 
West Jordan, Utah 84088 

Phone (801) 2557106 

WEIGAND 
COMBAT 

Have 'em all! 
5 Different calibers ... with 1 gun 

GAIZZLY. 
Win MAG 

NDGUNS, INC. 

AUTOLOADER$ & 
REVOLVERS FOR 
N.R.A. ACTION 

I.P.S.C. 
P.P.C. 

JACK WEIGAND 
MASTER CLASS SHOOTER 341 South Main Road 

Mountaintop, PA 18707 
717 474-9804 

Member American Pistolsmiths Guild 

"'Experience where it counts " 

IE!.Advantaqe Grip System 
• GET A GRIP ON YOUR '45' 

- AND REDUCE RECOIL 
• Guaranteed 17% recoil 

reduction 
• Faster shot to shot recovery 
• Thick tapered hand-filling 

grips 

• Built in magazine loading 
chute 

• Milled for ambidexterous 
safety 

• Simple screw on installation 

New improved Advantage Grip System with enlarged magazine loading chute. 
Complete with checkered walnut stocks and steel bushing grip insens installed. 
Fits Colt Gov't. Model 1911 Al and all currently manufactured copies. 
•$55.00 • Add $4.00 postage and handling. • CA residents add 6 ½% sales tax. 
• Dealer inquires invited. • Write for brochure and mathematical calculations that 
prove the recoil reduction. • Call for C.O.0. orders. 

Jackc!!~~~~~Yo!~~ A14r.entaqe 
PO. BOX 828, WHITTIER, CA 90608 (213) 695-4134 
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On 

It's That 
Simple 

Contender® shooters no longer have 
to put up with the hassle of remounting 
their favorite scope on a different barrel 
every time the season changes. 

With T/C's Quick Release™ Mounting 
System, you install the scope in the 
rings only once. By mounting one of 
TIC' s Quick Release bases on any other 
barrel you want to scope, switching the 
scope and rings can then be done in a 
matter of seconds. 

Fast & Convenient 
TIC's Quick Release™ Mounting 

System will revolutionize the way you 
think about scope mounts. 

• For TIC Muzzleloaders 
• For TIC Contenders 
• For TCR '87 Single Shot 

Hunter Models 

' Write £o,c oudree catalog ;:p-; 
~THOMPSON/CENTER 
~\RMS COMPANY, INC. 

P.O. BOX 5002, DEPT. AH 9 
FARMINGTON ROAD 
ROCHESTER. NEW HAMPSHIRE 03867 

• Follow the instructions provided with the 
mounting system when mounting any scope. 
Improper mounting could result in injury to 
the shooter or bystander. 
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HANDLOADING 
Co111i1111edfrom page 33 

and sharpness of the tip on the anvil. 
When CCI recently changed their 

primers so they would work better with 
the increasingly popular progressive 
reloading machines. they narrowed their 
possible considerations down to 64 differ
ent candidates from 8,000 different com
binations to achieve what they feel is the 
optimum primer for today's reloader! 

Included in that redesign is CCJ"s ''I-5" 
anvil for improved ignition. They also 
paid particular attention to off-center sen
sitivity and set the dimension ± .003" off 
center as a legitimate center hit. 

No two priming compounds arc exact
ly the same. The explosive agent, or 
active ingredient, can be either PETN or 
TNT. One of these two popular explo
sives are added to a stabilizer and a bind
ing agent such as gum arabic. Of course, 
water is added for moisture. But these are 
only a few of the ingredients commonly 
used in priming compounds. 

Regular Vs. Magnum 
The main difference between regular 

pistol primers and magnum pistol primers 
varies depending upon the company of 
manufacture. Some companies just add 
more of the active compound to the primer 
cup, approximately 10% to 15% more in 
some cases while others say 25% more. 

But there is no uniform rule because it 
may be that a magnum pistol primer will 
be using a compound of completely dif
ferent formulation and have a more 
robust active ingredient than a regular. 
pistol primer from the same firm. 

Or, the only difference could be a 
higher level of metallic fuels in the mag
num pistol primer over the same compa
ny's regular primer. 

Therefore, it is difficult to document 
the claim made in the past by some com
mentators that magnum pistol primers 
"do nothing but raise pressures." 

CCI, for example, uses a different 
priming compound-and more of it- in 
their magnum pistol primers. But they 
also use a thicker cup- .0020" versus the 
.0017" for their regular pistol primer. 

This difference in the thickness of the 
cup also applies to !he difference between 
rifle and pistol primers. Again, however. the 
rule is not conclusive as some rifle primers 
may use the same cup material as the com
pany's pistol primer, but only after anneal
ing tJ1em for increased s\rength. 

Unleaded Primers 
Lead-free primers arc going to change 

much of what we know about primers 
because everyone, so far. is using the 
same ingredient in their construction
daizo-dinitrophenol, or DDNT, to replace 
lead styphnate. lt has to be used in a 
nickel plated primer cup because it 

RWS 
DIANA 
AIRGUNS 

are single-piston air pistols that deliver 
excellent accuracy at a reasonable 

price. Both versions have an 
adjustable two-stage trigger with an 

automatic safety. 

ddition the RWS DIANA 
odel 5G has a precision 
click micrometer rear

sight and tunnel fore-
T sight. Also supplied 
RWS .. is a dovetail ramp 
DIANA , }·· for owner instal-
Model SGS lation if he 
is delivered , chooses to 
without 
front/rear 
sights. In 
place of 
these sights 
isa1.5x15 
pistol scope 
with ramp 
style mount, 
and a muzzle
break barrel 
weight. 

0 

use a 
scope. 

ALL RWS DIANA AIRGUNS ARE PROTECTED 
WITH A FULL LIFETIME WARRANTY. 

For a complete 
selection of 
RWS Diana air
guns see your 
local dealer, 
and to make 
that visit easier 
send for our 
latest catalog. 
$1 for 3rd, $2 
for 1st class 
delivery to: 

DYNAMIT NOBfL·-•. 
PRf.clSION PROOllCTS 

-

~ 

~ ~ '12,lli,<d/ 
'---./ 

-
DYNAMIT NOBEL - RWS INC. 

105 STONEHURST COURT 
NORTHVALE, NJ 07647-0962 
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TOMORROWS 
FIREARMS FINISH 

TODAY!! 

BLACK HARD 
CHROME 

SHOOTIST SUPPLY is now offering the 
durability and rust resistance of hard 
chrome in a black, non-glare traditional 
finish. Black Gard is not a dye or paint, but 
true hard chrome. 

We finish your firearms (Handgun, Rifle, or 
Shotgun) with traditional gray hard chrome 
(Rockwell ·c· 70) and then double plate 
with our "Black Gard" chrome (Rockwell 
·c· 60) for unexcel/ed rust resistance 
and wearability. 

DOUBLE GUARANTEE 

1) When your handgun is plated, use it for 
30 days. If you do not think it's the best 
finish of its type you have ever used, return 
it - we'll strip the plating and reblue It 
AND refund your money. 

2) LIFETIME GUARANTEE - a flrstfn the 
Industry. We will guarantee the finish of 
the firearm for the life of the original 
owner- our black chrome will wear - as any 
finish will - but, we are so confident that it will 
give better and longer service than any 
other black finish on the market that we will 
refinish your firearm as many times and as 
often as you wish with only a modest 
charge ($24.50) for handling. 

You can'tlose! Just send us the parts of 
the firearm you want plated (or we will dis
assemble for a small charge of $7.00) to the 
address below, along with your check, 
money order or credit card (Visa/Master
card) number In the amount of $149.20 for 
handguns, or $194.00 for rifles or shotguns 
(include $6.00 postage and insurance). 
Yes, we can do your guns In black and 
grey. Turn around time - approx. 2 wks. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION & 
OUR FREE BROCHURE 

WRITE OR CALL 
1-800-654-5985 

SHOOTIST SUPPLY 
1531 Mill Street 

Belle Fourch'3, SD 57717 

attacks copper. 
Three companies have lead-free 

primers in use today. Dynamit Nobel uses 
lead-free primers in their Sintox I ine of 
lead-free ammunition. Fiocchi also mar
kets a line of ammunition using a lead
free primer of their own design, but their 
lead-free primer supposedly uses a bari
um nitrate oxidizer that emits barium. 
Europeans look upon barium a being as 
bad as lead in terms of toxicity, so they 
may run into trouble because of that bari
um emission on indoor firing lines. 

The only American firm thus far to 
market lead-free ammunition is CCI and 
they are marketing it exclusively in their 
law enforcement line of ammunition 
because of the obvious tie-in with indoor 
training ranges. 

Everyone in the industry is presently 
developing a lead-free primer and 
whether they will acknowledge it pub
licly or not is a moot point. Lead-free 
primers are the coming thing. 

Some companies refuse to discuss 
them because even the acknowledgement 
of any developmental work is considered 
a breech of proprietary information. 

But the path to lead-free priming is not 
going to be a bed of roses because lead
free primers have one idiosyncrasy that is 
proving to be quite a hurdle at this point 
in time for some firms. 

At hot temperatures they tend to die. 
Or, as one industry commentator said, 
"It's been noted that some lead-free 
primers have a problem with high tem
perature storage and some adjustments 
arc going have to be made." 

They seem to perform at least as well 
as lead typhnate compounds at cold or 
ambient air temperature , but the problem 
of high temperature storage may change 
the way we shooters handle our ammuni
tion until someone can develop new 
advancements in lead-free priming. 
(However, CCI assured me they have 
experienced no problems with high tem
perature storage because of their oxidizer 
and fuel combinations.) 

One major ammunition firn1 has been 
known to have received a governmental 
contract to complete a research and design 
project for the United States government 
on lead-free rimfire ammunition, but this 
is one of those firms that feels loose lips 
sink ships and refuses comment. 

Lead-free rimfire ammunition is going 
to pose quite a problem for the manufac
turers, if for no other reason than the type 
of substitute projectile. It may be easier 
to take the lead out of the rim fire priming 
compound than it will be to take the lead 
out of the rimfire projectile and every one 
close to the problem says lead-free rim
fire priming is not an easy thing to do. 

In any event, /Jrisance will remain the 
critical characteristic of the primer. 
Whether they're made from a compound 
of lead styphnate or lead-free DD T. 
there's always something pop- ..._ 
ping in the world of primers. ~ 
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IDGH STRENGTH 
STEEL TARGETS 
STEEL LPSC PRACTICE TARGET 
WITii POST, BASE & HARD
WARE. RINGS LIKE A BELL 
WHEN HIT! READY TO USE. 
DISASSEMBLES WITHOUT 
TOOLS FOR EASY TRANSPORT. 
POST & BASE WILL WORK 
WITH ANY SHAPES BELOW. 

A. IPSC TARGET $59 
K. POST, BASE & HOW ~ 

$99 

...~-t) l! P.ti:.1, 
~0 r1~~ • 
~ ,c;r\ STRENG~'-'l ~' ,,, 

NOW YOU CAN HA VE A 
COMPLETE PEPPER 
POPPER, READY FOR 
USE, MADE OF ARNT
ZEN'S HIGH STRENGTH 
STEEL 
COMPLETE 
WITH BASE 

$110 

PRECISION CUT STEEL PLATES 

INDIVIDUAL SHOOTERS, GUN CLUBS AND 
LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES CAN NOW 
BUILD THEIR OWN STEEL TARGET SYS
TEMS WITH ARNTZEN'S HIGH STRENGTH 
CUT STEEL SHAPES. ALL TARGET STEEL IS 
TESTED TO MEET 200 MINIMUM BRINELL 
HARDNESS, OUTLASTS A-36 OR MILO 
STEEL. 

MAKE YOUR CHOICE OF HIGH 
STRENGTH STEEL SHAPES. 

Q ~ 

~□ I[] B G) . 

A. IPSC 3/8" STEEL PLATE 17-3/4" X 
29-lf2" (INCL. MOUNTING HOLE) $59 

A-1 JPSC HALF SIZE 3/8" X 8-7/8" X 14-3/4" $15 
B. POPPER 3/8" STEEL PLATE 12· X 42" $39 
C. Pl lf2° STEEL PLATE 4-7/8" X 15" $11 
0. BASE 2" X 4" $1.50 
E. CIRCLE 3/8" STEEL PLATE 

8° - $9 IO" - $12 12· - $15 
F. 'B" ZONE 3/8" STEEL 6" X 6" $8.50 
G. "A" ZONE 3/8" STEEL 6" X 11 • $11 
H. RECTANGLE 3/8" STEEL PLATE 
~x~ ~ 

K. POST, BASE & HARDWARE $40 

(NOT FOR USE WITH C.F. RIFLES) 

NOTE: $5 HANDLING CHARGE ON ORDERS 
UNDER $100. 15% DISCOUNT ON ORDERS 
OVER $1000. (CASH) UPS OR FRT CHGS. 
FOB ROCKFORD, IL. 

CHARGE YOUR ORDER I VISA' I [·=·l 
CALL: 800/821-3475 
FAX: 815/964-0045 

@~!~ 
1025 SCHOOL STREET 

ROCKFORD, IL 61105-0898 
J.IJ)590 
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SALASSA 
Continued ji-orn page 63 

a solid platform against which the shoot
er's lefthancl thumb forcefully presses 
clown to control recoil. By welding-up a 
stock sl icle stop and then hand-fitting it 
into a platform, Claudio provides a strong 
point of leverage in front of the pistol's 
center of balance, a most effective ful
crum to exert pressure clownwarcl against 
the upward force of recoil. 

Coupled with the custom slide stop 
lever is a handmade thumb guard that 
extends forward to protect the slide from 
being clampenecl by the weak-hand 
thumb"s pressure on the slide stop. This 
prevents malfunctions caused by retard
ing the slide's movement. 

A nice touch is the hanclcut checkering. 
40 lines to the inch, on the portion of the 
thumb guard that protrudes over the slide 
stop. The rear half of the thumb guard is 
smooth, embellished only with the tasteful 
logo of the Briley Pistol Division. 

Together, the custom "counter-force .. 
slide stop and custom thumb guard make 
for a unique combo that definitely rates 
two thumbs-up on the chart of distinctive 
custom pistolsmithing. 

More Custom Touches 
When an eager young chap applied for 

work as a gunsmith at the great old gun
making firm of Holland & Holland in 
England, there was a simple test to deter
mine if the would-be gunsmith had the 
basic patience and skill necessary to be 
considered for apprenticeship in the hon
ored craft of gunsmithing. The young 
man was given a piece of steel and a file 
with which he had to make a perfect one
inch cube. 

That's it- here's a file, here ·s a piece 
of steel. Make a 1mfec1 cube, each side 
precisely 1.000" and each corner precise
ly 90°. Come back in a few weeks with 
your cube and fine! out il you 're worthy 
of the famed house of fine firearms. If 
you are. then in a few years you'll be fil
ing by hand the parts that make up a Hol
land & Holland firearm. 

That is the sort of craftsmanship that is 
expected in a fine gun. Anet that is the 
precisely the sort of handwork that Clau
dio Salassa incorporates into every facet 
of his remarkable custom pistols. Virtual
ly every part is handmade. 

The mag funnel was originally a blob 
of steel that was welded onto the bottom 
of the frame. Carefully and slowly that 
chunk of metal began to take form under 
Claudio's skilled hand. He jokes that it 
really isn't as hard as it sounds- you just 
sit patiently and remove everything that 
doesn't look like a mag funnel! 

Claudio applies a similar technique
meticulous handwork- to the fabrication 
of his extended mag release button that is 

Co11ti1111ed on page 108 
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You could shoot the whole day like this. 
When you're out shooting, you only care about one 

thing. A tight group. Every time. 
You demand accuracy. And if you're a reloader, 

demand IMR'" smokeless powder. Our extensive 
quality control procedures ensure uniform perfor
mance from lot to lot. Which means you can count 
on IMR for consistency and clean-burning efficien
cy every time you squeeze the trigger. 

No other company offers more choices of 

powder. And no other powder supplier offers a free 
Handloader's Guide as comprehensive as ours. 
Accuracy. Consistency. Efficiency. If you' re not 
reloading with IMR, you're probably missing 
something. 
For a free copy of our Handloader's Guide, ask 
yourdealerorwrite:IMR,C]MB)M R 
RD #5, Box 247E-AH, 
Plattsburgh, NY 12901. ™ 

If you use /MR n11d shoot n wl,o/edny like /i,is, n11d you'd like lo let 11s k11ow, plense se11d your results to ti,enddress nbove. Keg sl,ow11 co11tni11s 121/1s. of powder. 

"STRESSFIRE" 
At lastl The first volume of Massad Ayoob's long awaited series on "Gunfighting for Police: 
Advanced Tactics and Techniques." 
"STAESSFIAE" is the result of Ayoob's years of research about what actually happens in 
gunfights. 
Learn how stress and adrenalin affect the mind and body, ruining conventional shooting 
techniques under pressure ... and how new techniques actually feed off that pressure to 
make you perform better under stressl 

$9.95 

"THE STREET SMART GUN BOOK" 
At last, master gunfighting tactician John Farnam gives his formula for shooting survival. One 

of the top national instructors. John covers gun and holster selections and gives intensive 

advice on use of cover, movement, mental awareness and preparation, and the TACTICS for 
winning a gun duel. 

$11.95 
Plus $2.95postage and handling 

MCNISA ACCEPTED. ORDER TOLL FREE: 800-624-9049 

--------------POLICE BOOKSHELF P.O. Box 122, Concord, N.H. 03301-------------

STRESSFIRE $9.95 __ 

THE STREET SMART GUN BOOK $11.95-
Shipping and handling $2. 95 __ 

TOTAL ENCLOSED 

Name _________________________ _ 

Street _________________________ _ 

City __________________________ _ 

State __________ Zip ______________ _ 
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milled from bar stock. It is detailed with 
perfectly handcut, fine line checkering. 
The exhibition-grade Kingwood stocks 
from Kim Ahrends are modified to accept 
the custom mag release button. 

The trigger guard is cut away, welded 
back in place and then contoured to 
shape. It is a squared trigger guard that is 
checkered 40 1 i nes to the inch. The 
squared trigger guard serves to provide a 
firm surface for hooking the weak-hand's 
index finger around. The "finger forward 
grip"' is a technique to control muzzle flip 
by extending the hand's leverage further 
out on the pistol. A squared trigger 
guards is a more effective gripping sur
face for this technique than the standard 
rounded guard. 

With a proper grip on the Briley pistol 
utilizing Claudio's custom slide stop plat
form, thumb guard and trigger guard, the 
degree of recoil control over a full-power 
.45 is astonishing. The shooting grip 
extends so high on the gun, thanks to the 
custom beavertail, combined with such 
great leverage, that the effect is a dramat
ic reduction in muzzle flip. 

Briley Compensator 
Claudio's ergonomic design factors 

enhance a strong shooting grip that 
counter-acts felt recoil. ln concert with 
his "human engineering" design is a 

CALIFORNIA GRIP 
A BETTER MOUNT FOR BETTER SHOOTERS 

• CAL GRIPS FITS S&W MODEL 
52 AND 39 & 59 SERIES 

$80.00 

• ADJUSTABLE BBL 
WEIGHT (52 ONLY) 

$55.00 
NEW • 1 INCH RING TOP PLATE 
FOR AIMPOINT 2000 & ARMSON OEG 
NO RINGS TO BUY $15 EXTRA. 

$80.00 

• S&W MODEL 41 
TOP RAIL MOUNT 
LONG OR SHORT BBL 

$50.00 
RAIL COVERS FRONT 
AND REAR SIGHTS 

• HIGH STANDARD VICTOR 
TOP RAIL MOUNT 

$50.00 

NEW * CAL GRIP FITS 
RUGER MK I & II 
FITS NEWER SLIDE 
RELEASE MODELS 

$80.00 
NEW*BROWNING HI POWER'_); 
NEW*S&W645 
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sophisticated recoil reducing technolo
gy- the Salassa expansion chamber 
compensator. 

The compensator utilizes a large sin
gle exhaust port coupled with a deflec
tion shield angled at 45° at the front of 
the expansion chamber. The exterior 
frontal surface of the compensator fea
tures an extended "nozzle" of steel that 
seals the gases inside the expansion 
chamber for a longer time-moment. 

The large port in the Salassa comp 
works very efficiently thanks in part to 
the angled deflection shield that channels 
the hot powder gas up and out of the 
exhaust pmt to counter-act muzzle rise. 

Because the .45 ACP is a low pressure 
cartridge compared to the .38 Super or 
10mm. the gas pressure is insufficient to 
utilize the benefits of a double-chamber 
comp best typified by Bill Wilson's revo
lutionary Super Grade .38 Super. 

On his IPSC competition combat pis
tols without the heavy frame underlug, 
Claudio does use a double-chamber com
pensator. He also uses a double-chamber 
design on the interchangeable .38 Super 
top end for this Bianchi Cup Model, but 
he has found the single-port, deflection 
shield design shown here seems to work 
best on the low-pressure .45 ACP. 

Of course the soft recoi I of the 50 
ounce Salassa pistol is hard to attribute to 
the compensator. The darn gun is heavy 
enough to retard a lot of recoil anyway! 

I 
I 

Milt Sparks Holsters 
P. 0. Box 187A 

Idaho City, ID 83631 
Phone/Fax (208) 392-6695 

Modified version 
of original 60TK, 

designed specifically for 
the Officers model ACP 

Mut.rCorcl 
Mastercard/Visa VISA · 

$2.00 for catalog 

Also, Claudio's novel approach to 
ergonomic design with his unique fea
tures for enhancing a solid shooting grip 
contribute to lessened recoil. 

No, the gun doesn't kick, not even 
with hardball. It's a combination of the 
weight, the comp and the ergonomic 
design that gives the pistol such a soft. 
comfortable feel. 

New Briley Barrels 
One of the primary attributes of a Salas

sa competition pistol is that it can readily 
be converted to .38 Super simply by 
installing a different slide and barrel. But 
wait, you say, how can it be switched from 
.45 to Super when the frame must be cut 
out for a .38 Super barrel's integral "fully 
supported" feedramp? Easy- meet Ameri
ca's first "fully supported" .45 barrel! 

As this article began, I referred to 
Necessity as the inspiration that led Clau
dio to improvise many of his own designs 
when he was working in South Africa. 
You would think that once he atTived to 
the bounty of the purple mountain's 
majesty that he would never again have 
to worry about scrounging for .45 parts. 

Wrong, Patriot Breath, you've not tried 
to buy a Bar-Sto barrel lately, have you? 

When Claudio began work on the gun 
that would, finally, spotlight his talents 
that have remained secret for so long, he 
never dreamed that he wouldn't be able to 
buy a match-grade barrel for the very first 

WHEN ONLY THE BEST 
WILL DO! 

RIG® PRODUCTS 
offers the 

Handgun Cleaning Kit 
RR8-2CK (R-358) 

This combo cleaning kit is complete for 22-45 
caliber handguns. It contains a Delrin• handle 
and bore guide with a two-piece stainless steel 
rod. Also included are 22-45 caliber bronze 
brushes; 22-45 caliber brass jags; 22-45 caliber 
cotton swabs; cotton patches for 22-45 caliber, 
a bottle of RIG #44 bore cleaner and a fire pin 
shield. Dimensions 1¼" x 3½" x 7½"-jacket 
pocket size! 

Available at your local gun or sporting goods 
store or: 

Send $2 for a catalog and a 1 oz. 
bottle of RIG #2 to: 

RIG® PRODUCTS DEPT. AH09-90 
P.O. Box 1990 • Sparks, Nevada 89432-1990 
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gun he would build in America. Hey, 
these are the amber fields of grain! 
Where are all the damn barrels? 

Well, Bar-Sto barrels are back-ordered 
up to six months or longer. So popular are 
th~se supremely accurate stainless steel 
match barrels that Irv Stone, proprietor of 
Bar-Sto, can't even begin to keep up with 
the demand. 

What to do? Well, any other gunsmith 
would just be SOL, but not our man 
Claudio. Get this- Claudio made his 
own barrel! 

Undeterred by the mere inconvenience 

where Colt Pythons sell for over $2,000, 
you don't frivolously run out and buy a 
new gun every time you want a new pis
tol! You make do with one frame and fit 
it with two slides and two barrels. 

If that doesn't impress you, it should. 
He made a bloody barrel! 

Before he went to the considerable 
trouble of fabricating his own barrel, 
Claudio had checked around for other 
sources of superior quality barrels, but he 
found that Bar-Sto is not alone in being 
constantly back-ordered. 

Bill Wilson's fine match-grade Wilson 

out Clark) is constantly sold out. Effective 
immediately, there is a new barrel maker in 
town and the name is Briley. 

Through the Briley Pistol Division, 
Claudio will be selling the new Briley 
over-size, match-grade barrels with and 
without an integral feedramp in .45 ACP, 
.38 Super, 9mm, 10mm and .40 S&W. All 
barrels are for the 1911-A I model. 

Naturally, if you order a custom gun 
from Claudio, you can specify a Briley bar
rel or a Bar-Sto or any brand you choose. 
However, my tests show the new Briley 
barrel to be every bit as accurate as the best 

Yes, I have seen a Bar-Sto out-shoot this Briley barrel, 
but not by very damn much. 

of being without a barrel, Claudio 
ordered a .45 caliber match-grade blank 
from Douglas Premium Barrels. He 
machined the round tube into a Govern
ment Model barrel complete with top 
locking lugs, barrel hood, lower lugs, a 
chamber and everything! 

Harkening back to his experience in 
South Africa, Claudio designed his .45 
barrel with an integral feedramp so that 
the same frame could also accommodate 
a ramped .38 Super barrel. In the land 

DRAKE'S 
st:eel React:ive Target:s 

Expert Design & High Quality at 
Factory Direct Prices 

Speclallzlng In Steel Reactive Targets tor: 
• IPSC Shoote~ 
• Law entorcement, security and 

MIiitary Training Programs 
• steel Plate svstems 
• competition Shooting 
• Cun Club ActlYltles 
• .22 Precision Event Target - P .0.R. 

DRAKl'S PLATES 

FaNlno Plate System - $595.DD 
Heavv-dutv 31/1 .. x S" angle frame table with 8" diameter 
taces made Of T-1 plate, easy-pull mecllanlsm allows Instant 
target retum, disassembles tor easy storage, made to com
petition specifications. Bowling pin size plates optional. 

extra bowling pin plates of T-1 1set of 51 $125.00 

VERTICAL SPUT PDPPIR - $165.DD it 
3/8 .. mild steel standard size oopper ~ 
:1~~:~~~~~1~ ha~~:n :eu::s.!n~ ( 

:a~J:;;~~~:1; t:.:e~:1~~ I 
ment and sturdy channel Iron base. 

SIDIHD-SIDE SWINCINC TARCIT - An IPSC Ch __ , 

$179.DD 

Target frame swings stde-to-slde -
frame Is mounted on ball bearings fOr 
longer target movement. Angle base 
Is removable. Target can be eastly ac
tivated by .. Pepper Poppers .. , Vertical 
Spilt Poppers, doo~. or by attaching 
a rope which can be pulled from the 
flr1ng line. Paper targets not Included. 

Taroets are dMlgned fOr use with all lead pistol bullets only. 
custom plate prices uoon request. send $2 tor full-color 
brochure. All shipping charges collect. CT residents add 
8% sales tax. To order call us at 12031 535-3915 or send 
name & fUII shipping add, ... with check or money order to: 

DRAKE'S WELDING SERVICE, INC. 
P. 0. BOX 8, Stonington, CT 06378 

barrels are usually sold out before they 
can be made. Kart went out of the barrel 
business several years ago. There are usu
ally plenty of Clark barrels in stock, but 
Clark barrels are notoriously soft and the 
integral ramps of the fully-supported 
Clark barrels have an annoying habit of 
shearing off. 

What all this meant to Claudio is that he 
would have to make his own barrels. Obvi
ously the supply is not meeting the demand 
if every high-quality barrel (which leaves 

BRASS . 
CATCHER~----
attaches to 
your hand ... 
not your gun. 

only$24!! 
USA 

Catch ejected casings 
from automatic handguns 
with the CATCH-ALL brass catcher. 

• saves time & money-eliminates 
searching for lost or scattered brass 

• will not hinder shooting or obstruct sight 
picture 

• catch ejected casings from automatic 
handguns (right handed) 

AVAILABLE NOW! 
Rifle/Shotgun brass catcher 
Call for information 

palent applied lor 

Place your order today! 
Call Depar1ment 206 TOLL FREE 

l-800-824-6853 
Visa and MasterCard accepted 

No Risk 30-Day Moneyback Guarantee 

Catch-All Products, Dept. 206 
P.O. Box 2522, Eugene, OR 97402 
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match-grade barrels on the market. 
How accurate is accurate? From a 

Ransom Rest, the Salassa custom pistol 
shoots the exceptional Federal Match 185 
gr. SWC into I 7/8" at 50 yards. At 25 
yards there's just one ragged hole one
inch around with my favorite IPSC match 
load of 6.0 grs. of WW 231 under a 200 
gr. H&G #68 cast lead SWC. 

Yes, I have seen a Bar-Sto out-shoot 
this Briley barrel, but not by very damn 
much. My George Huening custom Mod-

U CAN BE AN EXPERT -· 
NSMITH IN LESS THAN 

SIX MONTHS 
RT NOW AND GET/NTO 

- QUIPIIIIENT-CATALOGS, 
EVIOUS EXPERIENCE NEEDED. 

R F,IMOUS STAFF OF EXPERTS WILL TEACH 
U STEP-BY-STEP HOW TO: • BUY WHOLE
LE • GET YOUR FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE 
START YOUR OWN BUSINESS • REFINISH & 
ECKER • CUSTOMIZE • ACCURIZE • 
ORTERIZE • BLUE ANO BROWN • RELOAD • 
• BASIC ANO MASTER GUN REPAIR • 

PLUS MUCH. MUCH MOREi 

LEARN EVERYTHING YOU'LL NEED TO KNOW TO 
GET YOU STARTED IN THE CAREER YOU WANT! 
LIFETIME CONSULTATION SERVICE AT NO COST. 

BE A SUCCESSFUL GUN PRO! 

OVER 40,000 STUDENTS SINCE 1946 

Send for FREE FACTS or call 602-990-8346 
Please RUSH FREE !acts on hOw I can become a proless1onal gunsm,tn 
1he QUI CK easy home s1udy way No Obl,gat,on No salesman w,11 call 1 CHECK FOR VA 01 GI O ACTIVE O RETIRED 

AGE __ I NAME 

ADDRESS 

I CITY - STATE -- ZIP I 
MOOERN GUN REPAIR SCHOOL dept MF90 

L 2~ N ~ S!..:J!o~3'!.,:!H~X E.,!15.!!!£_ _j 
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COMPETITION SHOTGUN ACCESSORIES 
Fo( Remington 1100/11-87/870 

EASY LOADER CARRIER RELEASE 
Button for easier operation. Requires fnting .... . $27.95 

it 
STEEL SHELL FOLLOWER (replaces plastic) 12 ga. only .. . .........•.......•....... $5.00 

BIG HEAD SAFETY -Rt Hand or Lh. Hand Con11ers1on. . .$9.00 

FLEX IT AB KIT -Model 870. Eliminates action jamming by round stuck between closed bolt & 
carrier. Specify chrome or black . $30.00 

TRIGGER PIN PUSHER• Handy tool for removing/installing trigger pins in receiver . .$10.95 

SUPER CHOKE TUBE CLEANER (Rig #88) 4 oz. jar . . .... $5.95 

Full Selection of REM-CHOKE CHOKE TUBES 
Remington Parts Distributor ~rn ttJ To order send Money Order or Cashiers Check. Master 

CardNisa and COD order welcomed. Add $3.50 for UPS. 

RIFLE SHOP Many more products and services available. Send $3.00 
(Refundable)for our illustrated catalog. 

Jon Tank, Owner• P.O. Box 474 • Fremont, NE 68025 • Ph: (402) 727-1317 • FAX: 24 HR. 

Our Name 
Says It All! 

If you have been waiting for a clean-burning tar
get and field shotshell powder, the wait is over. 

Nitro 100® is the first of a series of advanced formula, clean-burning, flake shot
shell propellants from Accurate. Nitro 100® was developed to burn clean with low 
charge weights for cost efficiency and 
lower_perceived recoil. . ~ Accurate Arms 

V1s1t your local dealer and ask for It 
by name-Accurate® Nitro 100®! ~(!)~ Compan~ Inc. 
While you're there, request our FREE 
shotshell reloading data guide. Box AH5, McEwen. Tennessee 37101 
©1990 

PARA ORDNANCE FINISH KITS ... $239.'° 
PARA ORDNANCE PISTOL ...... $550.00 

BASIC 1911Al !SERIES 701 ..... $330.00 

BULLSEYE PISTOL .......... $750.00 

I.P.S.C. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . $1095.00 

COMMANDERS .•.•••.•.•••.......•.... $495.00 

UPPER UNITS ..................•.••.•• $189." 
LOWER UNITS ..........••.•.....•.... $199." 
COMMANDER !FULL HOUSEi IPICTUREOI ........ $950.00 

•LITERATURE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.00 

2-14 WEEK DELIVERY· ALL PRICES+ SHIPPING 

~@• ~~~l!j ,~~~~~~~~\J l1t. 
1449 Blue Crest Lane • San Antonio, Texas 78232 

1-512-494-3063 • 9 a.m. - 3 o.m. Tues.-Fri. 

* BULLSEYE 
* I.P.S.C. 
* PPC 
* CANS 
* SELF DEFENSE 
*COLT & SPRINGFIELD 

SLIDES 
* CUSTOM WORK 

ALEX B. HAMIL TON 
PRESIDENT 

ular Pistol in .45 ACP still holds my per
sonal best accuracy record (and probably 
always will) of a mind-boggling .625" for 
three shots at 50 yards! Yes, I quit after 
three shots and didn't try for five after 
seeing one tiny hole in the target! 

Still, I don't think anyone can fault 
the Briley barrel for its sub-two inch 
group, five shots, at 50 yards. It's as 
much a testimony to the quality of the 
barrel as it is to Claudio's ability to 
properly fit that barrel. 

Combat Amenities 
In addition to the more glamorous 

work, like Claudio's handmade acces
sories and unique compensator design, 
the Salassa custom pistol also features 
some standard combat amenities. 

For the trigger, Claudio selected one 
of the new McCormick super lightweight 
match triggers with a titanium bow and a 
carbon fiber pad. This new trigger works 
very well, but I'm also impressed with 
how racy it looks. It really is sexy! 

Chip McCormick's high-performance 
hammer and sear combination were also 
chosen and, thanks to Claudio's skill at 
mating those parts precisely as they 
should be, the resulting trigger pull mea
sures a beautiful two pounds even. More 
than just the lightness of the pull, the 
Salassa trigger job is just as crisp as the 
starch in an Englishman's collar. 

The gun is finished in the popular 
two-tone mode of blued slide atop hard 
chromed frame. For the hard chrome fin
ish, Claudio insisted on the superlative 
work of Jim Kelley at Metaloy Industries. 
More guns in American Hane/gunner 
boast the distinctive, rugged Metaloy fin
ish than all other plating processes added 
together. Metaloy really is that good. 

Even though handcut checkering has 
come to be accepted as "standard" on a 
combat pistol, Claudio's checkering 
shines as anything but ordinary. Unlike 
all the other 'smiths who offer a choice of 
20 lpi or 40 lpi, Claudio long ago settled 
on what he feels is the perfect balance 
between hard-biting purchase and a 
degree of comfort. 

Some shooters feel 20 lpi is worth the 
callouses it takes to get used to the abra
sive gripping surface, while others will 
accept the less secure 40 lpi in exchange 
for hands that are not bloody chunks of 
meat after a few hundred shots. Claudio 
splits the difference exactly with his 
expertly cut checkering at 30 lines to the 
inch on the gripping surfaces- the front 
strap, mainspring housing and front of the 
squared trigger guard. 

On the areas where checkering is more 
cosmetic than functional- the rear of the 
slide, underside of the trigger guard and 
mag release button- the traditional 40 lpi 
is employed. Such fine checkering does 
look better on these smaller surface areas. 

A Bo-Mar combat sight is melted into 
the slide in exactly the way it should be. 
Claudio carefully milled the slide with a 
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series of cuts lo sink the Bo-Mar tasteful
ly into the slide. 

This is much prefen-ed to the quick and 
dirty method of some 'smiths where the 
back of the slide is simply lopped off m1d 
the Bo-Mar screwed in place. Claudio does 
it right, there·s not a glimmer of daylight 
showing in the dovetail for the Bo-Mar. 

The top of the slide is nicely serrated, 
purely a cosmetic touch. Notice that the 
serrations extend all the way to the very 
end of the compensator. Again this is 
indicative of the attention to detail in a 
Salassa custom pistol. All too many 
'smiths just run the lines out to the end of 
the slide and don't bother to continue 
them on the much small, thus harder to 
cut, surface of the compensator. Not 
Claudio Salassa. 

The pistol is adorned with an exhibi
tion-grade set of Kingwood stocks from 
Kim Ahrends. Right down to the grips, 
everything is absolutely Best Quality on a 
Claudio Salassa custom pistol. 

And that is why the secret guns of 
Africa's premiere pistolsmith ll■IIIM
have been well worth the wait. '"°' 

Readers interested in further infor111a-
1io11 on the guns of Claudio Salassa or 
the Briley Comp Choke may contact him 
at the new Briley Pistol Division, Dept. 
AH, 1085 Gessner, Space E, Houston, 
TX 77055. fl you wish to speak by 1ele
phone, the number is (713) 932-6995. 

S&A HI-GRIP SAFETY 
Positions Hand as High and Close 
to Centerline of Bore as Possible!!! 

Will Retrofit to Guns Now Using 
Wilson/Clark Grip Safeties 

with No Further 
Frame Modifications! 

AVAILABLE IN: 
□ STAINLESS 
□ BLUE 

$ 3 4 9 5 Post Paid, Prepaid, or UPS-COD 
(UPS-COD Charge - $3.50) 

■ Texas Residents add 8% sales tax ($2.80 ea.) 

IF UNAVAILABLE AT 
YOUR DEALER -

ORDER DIRECT FROM S&A 
"DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED" 

DUNK-KIT 
THE FAST, EASY WAY TO 

CLEAN YOUR GUN!! 

• Dunk-Kit cleans out malfunction causing ,c1ud 
and fouling. 

• Dunk-Kit cleans, lubricates and displaces 
moisture all in one easy operation. 

• Dunk-Kit is reusable and should last for 
years. 

• Dunk-Kit loosens light leading allowing it to 
be brushed out of bores. 

• Dunk-Kit is also ideal for cleaning and 
protecting small parts. reels, cycle chains 
or almost anything. 

• [)u--j(-J<it is available in 1¼ gal. end large 4 
gal. sizes. 

• Ounce for ounce, Dunk-Kit is the least 
expensive cleaner on the market. -El $3595 

VI ONLY P<>d ~ ""'coni. ""' 

1¾ gal. size ~ ~~~~=~ 
Send $3 ($6 outside U.SA) tor f1'10fe tnlonnotton on Dunk-KIT and o 
compl&le COlolog Of custom handgun mocfllc:Oflons and por11. I CYLINDER & SLIDE SHOP, INC. 

P.O. Box 937 
Fremont, NE 68025 
Ph.: 1-(800) 448-1713 

P.O. Box 835790 
Richardson, TX 75083 

(214) 231-6084 

NEW CHRONOGRAPHS 

FREE 
CATALOG 

Model 35P 

features you want . .. 
• BUILT-IN PRINTER 
• REPLAY AND EDIT 
• LARGE SKYSCREENS 
• LARGE DISPLAY 

reliability you expect ... 
• GLINT PROOF'" SKYSCREENS 
• EXCLUSIVE PROOF CHANNEL 
• CHOSEN BY THE PROFESSIONALS 

FOR OVER TWENTY YEARS 

low prices!!! 
• Systems priced at $155. $195, and $345 

OEHLER RESEARCH, INC. 
P.O. Box 9135 • AUSTIN, TX. 78766 

Phone 800/531-5125 or 512/327-6900 
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SEND $2.00 FOR 

NEW 1990 CATALOG 

Ajax Grips are available for most makes 
and models of handguns. 

Dealer Inquiries Invited. 

AJAX CUSTOM GRIPS, INC. 
11311 STEMMONS FREEWAY, SUITE 5 

DALLAS, TEXAS 75229 

(214) 241-6302 
FOR ORDERS ONLY CALL OUR 

TOLL FREE NUMBER 
1-800-527-7537 

POLICE 
AMMUNITION 

/'\:\ \ ,, "; 'r,,. 

r ~~-,. .. -
ro uc'E''ii'.~1v1u!'. 1T1oi,.. 

··••*···········••t••··· S(l l.t1J:,(i,:H 

WARNING: FCF< POL¥.;€ tiSL ~r,Lt 
1<EEPO~_;'f Of AE.ACrt Of CM:,DJ:i,t, 

.45ACP+P, 9mm+P, 
.38 Special +P+ 
.357 Magnum, 

10mmAuto 

Custom bullets, low muzzle flash 
powders for maximum velocities 
without over penetration. 
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For info & prices, contact Peter P. at: 

COR·BON 
AMMUNITION CO. 

P.O. Box 10126. Detroit, Ml 48210 
(313) 894-2373 

PRODUCT 
SAFETY ALERT 

Smith & Wesson has shipped over 
300,000 Third Generation Pistols. We 
have had a very small nwnber of reports 
where a dropped pistol resulted in a 
broken grip resulting in a failure to fire by 
releasing mainspring tension. Resultant 
testing and review have shown that a 
pistol dropped at a specific angle can 
cause a fracture of the grip. 

As a result of these occurrences and our 
testing, we have made a change in the grip 
material to a thermoplastic alloy of in
creased durability. This new material, 
which is now being used on all current 
production models, can be identified by a 
dimple on the bottom of the grip, next to 

the large opening. Ad
ditionally, the blue 
product box has a 
green dot sticker on 
the label end. 

We believe it unlikely 
that you will ex
perience any problem 
with your original 
grips. However, in 

L,_ _____ _, order to safeguard our 

.--------, customers from the 
possibility of such a 
malfunction, we will 
make available, free of 
charge, an easily in
stalled replacement 
grip. Please inspect 
your pistol and if you 
have a model listed. 
below that does not 
have a small dimple as 
indicated, please write 

us including your model and serial nwnber 
or call 1-800-338-2466. If you prefer, you 
can send your pistol to a Smith & Wesson 
Warranty Station where we will replace 
the grip for you. 

Smith & Wesson's development process 
is a continuing one. We are constantly 
striving both to develop new products 
and improve existing products. We are 
committed to building the safest, most re
liable, finest performing firearms possible. 

Models Affected 
3904, 3906, 3913, 3913LS, 3914, 3914LS, 
1006, 1066, 4506, 4516, 4516-1, 5903, 
5904, 5906,5946,6904,6906,6946 
Contact Information: 

Smith & Wesson 
~ Grip Replacement 
~ P.O. Box 2208 

Springfield, MA 01102-2208 

Or Call: 1-800-338-2466 

LIL RUGER 
Continued from page 57 

In addition, Horvath had jeweled the 
sides of the hammer and trigger and made 
a cylinder pin with a flat face to allow 
maximum ejector rod travel to fully 
extract empties. 

On the side of the frame, the original 
".357 Magnum" had been replaced with 
"44 SPL". I have seen a number of conver
sions from big-name gunsmiths that still 
had ".357 Magnum' stamped on the side. 
To me, it spoils the whole conversion. 

My Little Ruger arrived just as I was 
leaving for the first Shootists Holiday and 
I took it along with a generous supply of 
Lyman's #429421 Keith bullet over 7 .5 
grains of Unique. They proved capable of 
making the little Ruger sing but before 
we even had a chance to shoot it, other 
Shootists were trying to talk me out of it. 
After we shot it, I knew I had a winner. 

That was in 1986 and since that time a 
number of other pistoleros have also had 
Andy Horvath build up Little Rugers for 
them in various calibers. I recently called 
four of these in and put them through 
their paces in calibers .44 Special, .45 
Colt and .41 Magnum. The Three Screw 
Ruger .357 is too small in cylinder and 
frame for the .45 Colt and .41 Magnum, 
which should only be built on New 
Model frames. 

Two significant additions have been 
made to my special Little Ruger. For 
packin', a Thad Rybka MS I Crossdraw 
holster has been added and the .44 itself 
has been beautifully engraved by Tedd 
Adamovich of BluMagnum Grips. Both 
the holster and the engraving enhance 
pride of ownership of the .44 Ruger. 

I find myself more and more reaching 
for this no-nonsense sixgun and holster 
combination when I head for the moun
tains, foothills or desert. I usually pack a 
Colt Commander .45ACP or a Ruger GP
I 00 when I am testing other guns, but 
lately they seem to be taking a back seat 
to the Little Ruger. 

For this special gathering of Little 
Rugers, fellow Shootist Jerry Danuser of 
Missouri sent along his .44 Special and 
.45 Colt Sheriff's Models and friend 
David Dworsky of Texas contributed his 
.45 Colt and .41 Magnum Horvath Little 
Ruger sixguns. 

Danuser's .44 Special Ruger is built 
on a .357 Three Screw Blackhawk that I 
located in a local gun shop. The alloy 
grip frame has been polished and fitted 
with ivory micarta grips, the hammer is 
jeweled and the balance of the gun is 
richly blued. Since this Ruger was 
already retro-fitted with a Ruger transfer 
bar at the factory, the action is not quite 
as smooth as my own .44 Special. 

A second Little Ruger from Missouri 
is in .45 Colt chambering and started life 
as a New Model .357 Blackhawk. The 
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entire sixgun has been satin nickeled 
highlighted by a jeweled bright nickel 
hammer and trigger, and all screw heads, 
frame pins, cylinder flutes, ejector rod 
head, and base pin have all been brightly 
polished. Contrasting nicely with the 
satin nickel finish is a pair of ebony grips. 
Since this was originally a .357 Magnum, 
the cylinder is too short for some .45 Colt 
hand loads. 

Texas's contribution to the testing pro
ject consisted of a Ruger Stainless Super 
Blackhawk cut to four inches and fitted 
with a standard stainless grip frame. 
Since it started as a .44 Magnum, its 
cylinder is long enough to handle the 
longest of .45 Colt handloads. The round 
butted grip frame has been fitted with 
ivory micarta grips. The Ruger Stainless 
Blackhawk .44 would also be a good can
didate for a conversion that maintains the 
original caliber but with four-inch barrel 
and rounded butt. 

The second Horvath Little Ruger six
gun lent by David Dworsky is a Three 
Screw .41 Magnum, round butted, fin
ished in bead blasted nickel, hammer and 
trigger jeweled , and barrel cut to three 
and one-half inches. Again, grips are 
ivory micarta that look and feel particu
larly good. 

Single action sixguns have always 
been my passion, but these round-butted 
Little Rugers redefine the shooting of big 
bore single action sixguns. The simple act 
of round butting the grip frame changes 
the perceived recoil significantly and the 
heaviest loads can be shot in relative 
comfort. 

The four-inch or shorter barrel makes 
them particularly fast out of a properly 
designed holster, and I would certainly 
not feel that I was giving anything away 
to those armed with semi-autos or double 
actions revolvers, at least for the first 
shot. No gun is any faster for the first 
shot than a single action sixgun. 

Special Loads 
While testing the .44 Special Little 

Rugers, I stumbled onto an excellent .44 
Special load, namely the BULL-X 240 
grain semi-wadcutter Keith style bullet 
over 11.0 grains of HS- 7. At just over 
900 feet per second in a four-inch barrel, 
this load proved to be exceptionally accu
rate. I expect to be using this load in the 
future in longer barreled .44 Special six
guns, expecting it to break l000 feet per 
second in seven and one-half inch bar
reled sixguns. 

For the .45 Colt, the long time favorite 
load of Lyman's 260 grain Keith bullet, 
#454424 over 10.0 grains of Unique 
proved to be very accurate at l000 feet 
per second, as did both the 300 grain NEJ 
#310.452 Keith and BR P's 300 grain 
Lyman #454629GC. Both gave the same 
I 000 feet per second over 21.0 grains of 
WW296. 

The Bull-X 255 proved to be a good 
bullet with 18.5 grains of #2400 at, again, 

THE HEINIE! 
FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 
SEND $1.00 
FOR 
BROCHURE 

RICHARD HEINIE PISTOLSMITH 
821 E.Adams, Havana, IL62644 
Member American Plstolsmlths Guild 

~ 
~~ NIGHT SIGHT ""-1 .,,, 
__.....G l O w, PAINTTM 
/ NEVER MISS YOUR TARGET 
DUE TO LOW LIGHT CONDITIONS! 
• This luminous paint glows in the dark 
• Easy to apply on your existing sights 
• For use on handguns, rifles & shotguns 
• Will do 30+ sights with our simple kit 
• A must for low light hunting and defense 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
Send check or Money Order for S11.95 plus $2.00 

shipping and handling to: J·GAR CO., Turnpike Road, 
Petersh.rn, Mass. 01366 

APPLY A LOW LIGHT 3 DOT SYSTEM 
EASILY TO ALL YOUR GUNS 

LEARN HOWTOENGRAVE 
FROM ONE OF THE WORLDS BEST! 

THE ART OF ENGRAVING brings to the 
reader for the first time, an authoritative, 
imaginative and complete introduction 
and step-by-step guide to the unique, 
profitable art of gun engraving. Features 
a comprehensive reference listing of 
hard-to-find sources of designs, equip
ment, precious metals, books, ect. 

Your satisfaction is 
guaranteed or you can 
return the book within 
30 clays for a complete refund. 

ONLY $31.95 
r------------------------
1 Please send me THE ART OF ENGRAVING for only $31.95 plus I 
I $1.50 shipping and handling. CA residents, please add 7.25% I 

sales tax. I 
I □ Check/MO $ ___ □ VISA/MC No. _______ I 
: Exp. Date _________ Signat1.1re _______ 1

1 I ame _________________________ _ 
Address ____________________ I 

: City ___________ State __ Zip ___ I 
I Cut out and mail with payment to: GUNS BOOKS Dept. #15 AH/SO/90 I 

591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200 I 
I San Diego, CA 92108 I 
L.-------------------------
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u 
EXTENDED SAFETY 
Pootwe safety operation with no more 
'"!umbles" Rounded corners eliminate 
snagging on holsters or ciotnmg Simple 

1nstalla1ion 

$40.95 

AMBIDEXTROUS COMBAT 
SAFETY 
Now nght or left hand sa1e1y operation 
for the H1·Power Exclusive des~n will 
positively fit and work Practically 
indestruc!able and guaranteed against 

breakage 

$75.95 

WIDE TRIGGER 

Reduces !ell tngger pull for beUe1 
control E~clus1ve design Is be!ter than 
a trigger shoe. w11\ no! snag hOlster on 
draw or 1nsertl0f1 Simple installation. 
also ehm,nates magazine sa!ety 

$40.95 

COMBAT MAGAZINE ~ RELEASE 
Sculptured magazine release will not 
snag or release acodentally. Designed 

;;7::;~t;~~~~~;I~~ · 
i.==='-----'=== 

EXTENDED SLIDE RELEASE 

Release sJKle without sh1h1ng grip. 
speeds 1eload1ng when you •nm dry" 
Spec1a!ty designed tor the Hi-Powe1. 
simply replaces standard release 

$52.95 

PLEASE NOTE ... 

COMMANDER STYLE 
HAMMER 
Combines the bes! features of al! past 
and present Browning hammers m a 
fully macti,ned. heat treated hammer 
Short spur design wdl not bite web of 
hand and ,s less prone to snag When 
mstalled with our spring kit, wI!1 reduce 

trigger pull Must be filled by a 

competent gunsmith $46.95 

STAINLESS STEEL 
MAGAZINE 
Genumes1a1nless steel magazme w1Ih 
feed hps custom reshaped to feed 

prgperty 
$34.95 

All prices are for blued parts. stainless l!msh Is available at S 10 extr;i per part 

H1 Powe'~ guaranteed to reed ill! types of factory ammo incluchng 
hollow points and Silver tips Please call tor details 

Extensive combat modifications are available' Please 
send $3 ($6 outside USA) for our complete catalog. 

TO ORDER 1 (800) 448-1713 
Send Malty 0-der a Cashier·• 0,eck on¥, MaterC•dNH Of'der1 
walcaned. Ploate supp¥ cc:rnplete card iifameticn l"IClJding 
a1tpl'aticn date. Phaie Of'derl accepted. All order• pltMIH add $3.50 
!Of' UPS ii hi caitiiental U.S. Alaska, Hawaii and Canada pleae add 
$6.00 per a-der. PleaH fll'nilh ttraat addre11 la dl!Nery. I CYLINDER & SLIDE SHOP, INC. 

P.O. Box 937 
Fremont, NE 68025 
Ph.: (402) 721-4277 

CHOOSE A WINNER 
Over 250,000 
Gunbelt Rigs 
So/di 

When ordering 
by mail: 
Specify waist 
size, gun 
make, bbl. 
length & caliber. 
Texas residents 
add Sales Tax. 

. 10½" 
$99.95. 

shipping 
handling. 

ase inquire. 
en .00 for catalog. 

AMERICAN SALES & MFG. 
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BOX 677 HG LAREDO, TX 78042 
DIV. OF J. K. MFG., INC. 

SILHOUETTE ARMS 
CUSTOM 45 SHOP, INC. 

COMPGUN COMPENSATOR 

STARTING AT 38 SUPER/45 ACP 
$1,895.00 $185.00 

1050 LOVELY WAY 
N. FORT MYERS, FL 33903 

(813) 656-2639 

STOP RUST! 
Gun manufacturer11 know that humidity trapped 
within enclosed storage areas causes conden
sation and this condensation is the cause ol 
irreparable damage: rust, mildew. corrosion. 

· That's why manufacturers include small packets 
of silica gel in shipments of quality guns, 
electronics, etc. 

j 
SG-40 

aluminum 
canister 

SG-750 steel canister 
SG-360 

foil carton 

Sllicll Gel Units Drink Dampneu from 11w Air: 
Prevent CondenNtlon; Stop Rust, MIidew, 
Corrolion Before They Begin. 

Silica gel adsorbs dampness to create a 
protectiw shield of dry air Within any enclosed 
area. Needs no electricity. Remains dry to the 
touch ewn when saturated. Built-in indicator 
turns from blue to pink to signal need for 
reactivation. Reactivates easily In oven. Lifetime 
protection. Money-back guarantee. 
40 Gram Unit: Compact 4"x2"x'h" aluminum 
canister. Protects 3 cu. ft For gun case, tool box, 
etc. ltltm SG-40: $5.50 ea. (2 or more: $5.00 ea.) 
360 Gram Unit 5"x4"x2" foil carton. Protects 27 
cubic feet. Ideal for safe, gun chests. display 
_cabinets, etc. Item SG-360: $9.50 ea. 
750 Gram Unit: 6"x4" diameter steel canister. 
Protects 57 cubic feet. Lifetime protection for 
larger chests. safes, gun cabinets, etc. 
Item SG-750: $21.50 ea. 
TO ORDER: Send printed name, address, items 
requested with check to Hydrosort,ant Products, 
Box 437-Z Aahley Falla, MA 01222. MA Res. add 
·5% sales iax. Oeliwred free in 48 states. To 
charge MC/VISA, give card # and exp. date. 

I 000 feet per second and the same bullet 
performs well over 10.0 grains of Unique. 
The .45 Colt has always been a most ver
satile cartridge and continues to be in the 
Little Ruger .45's. 

1 did not spend as much time with the 
.41 Magnum Sheriff's Model as the oth
ers, but it proved to perform well with 
13.0 grains of Blue Dot under the Bull-X 
215 grain semi-wadcutter bullet giving 
groups under two inches at 25 yards 
which is excellent for a three and one
half inch barreled sixgun. 

Horvath does all the standard sixgun 
work, trigger jobs, action tuning, custom 
barrels, sights, etc. He can also provide 
steel ejector rod housings for those who, 
like myself, detest alloy housings on sin
gle action sixguns. His finest work how
ever is his Little Rugers. His last .44 Spe
cial conversion went through Thad Rybka 
to well-known sixgunner Hank Williams 
Jr. who J understand does something else 
on the side. That alone should speak 
highly of Andy Horvath's work. 

For those who may be interested in .44 
Special conversions, Horvath offers the 
following: 

On Large Fra111e S111ith 
& Wesson and Ruger 

Revolvers Converted to 
.44 Spl. 

Cylinder rechambered, chambers 
polished, front of cylinder trued 
Barrel bored out and relined, 
recrowned 
Forcing cone cut and polished to 
match chamber throats 
Barrel/ cylinder gap set at .003" 
to .005" 
Cost: $175 

Rugers can be rebarreled with Shilen 
blanks instead of relining 

LIHle Ruger Conversions 
Cylinder rechambered, chambers 
polished, front of cylinder trued 
Four-inch Shilen barrel and steel 
ejector rod housing installed 
New cylinder base pin with short 
head for longer ejector rod travel 
Mill caliber designation off and 
restamp with new caliber 
Round butt and polish grip frame 
Mill grip frame sides flat and refit 
grips 
Jewel hammer sides 
Finish in Hi-lustre blue 
Cost $425 

Contact Andy at the Diagonal Road 
Gunshop, 14131 Diagonal Rd., ..... 
Dept AH, LaGrange Ohio 44050 ~ 
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Don't miss an Issue of America's 
First and Best handgun magazine. 

AMERICAN 

HANDGUNNER 
Use the attached card or write to PO. Box 16439, San 

Diego, CA 92116 to start your subscription today! 

Before you drive home with a handgun, 
"test drive" a few through the pages of 

American Handgunner. 
Every issue showcases the latest models and the 

latest modifications. You'll get test reports. Detailed 
comparisons. And dramatic full color photos that make 
you feel like you've actually handled the gun. 

American Handgunner can help you decide which 
is the right handgun for your needs. But it's also more. 
Much more. It includes regular columns on: 

• Competition shooting • Handloading 
• Handgun hunting • Pistolsmithing 

Plus you'll get shooting tips from the pros. New 
product information. And competition coverage at it's 
very best. · 

So why not kick the grips, check under the hood, 
and "test drive" a few guns with America's most popular 
handgun magazine. American Handgunner. 



PRACTICAL PISTOL 
SERVICES 

High Quality-Reasonable Prices 

• Full Service Colt Auto Gunsmithing 

• Two Stage Compensator 
Systems Si nee 1985 

• M.B.T.S. Compensator Kits 
& Well Widget Mag Wells· 

• AR-15 Match Rifles & Modifications 

• M1A Trigger & Accuracy 
Work 

241 Washington Street 
Methuen, MA 01844 

508/688-4926 
Send S.A.S.E. for pr,ce /1st 

·oealer Inquiries Invited 

r 'c;;;,;,;~;;;;;;:n~;e-;' 
I and prescription glasses. . . I 

Over 7,000 lens/frame I corrbinaiions of prescription I 
I & non-prescription glasses I 

for less than yot/d expect to 
pay for name-brands I I Special lenses for shooters. Prescription glasses start I 
as low as $44.80 (no bifocals). We also have most nameI brand sunglasses such as Ray-Ban". Vuarnel°, Hobie", I 
Military lnue andSerengelfO at big discounts. Huge I inventory, replacement parts, fast delivery & a money- I 
back guarantee. we·ve been selling glasses by mail for I over 23 years I Calf our toll-free number weekdays for I 

I a big FREE Discount Catalog wrth a Guide to Selecting 
Sunglasses, or write to: HIDALGO, Inc. I 

~ 800-950-8086 Dept. _AH, 45 La Buena V-;Jista 
w,rroerley, TX 78676 -----------

JARVIS 
GUNSMITHING 

• L Frame Barrel Weights 
• Compensator Kits 
• Bull Barrels 
• Rifled Barrel Blanks 
• Competition Handguns 

Call Bill Jarvis (406) 961-4392 
MAILING ADDRESS: 

BOX 173, HAMILTON, MT 59840 

SHIPPING ADDRESS; 
1123 CHERRY ORCHARD LOOP, HAMILTON, MT 59840 

CATALOG: $2.00 

A MUST FOR EVERY 
GUN OWNER ... 
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Ful lloon clipl, SUI lor I ptld., In 45 l 11mm. Allo ½ ,,_, clip, 
l'MI umplo wttt, SASE. Scopo mll. tor 11-1, lllnl-14, lllnl-30, l .22'L 

N1W Full 11oon 11111a Extractor 111W 
Buy direct from the manufacturer. 

RANCH PRODUCTS 
P.O. BOX 145, IIALINTA, OH 43535 

357/44 B & D 
CONVERSIONS 

S&W 27-28 -- Ruger 357-9mm 
TC Contender -- Ruger Red Hawk 

CUSTOM HANDGUN & RIFLE WORK 
BAIN & DAVIS 

307 E. Valley Blvd., San Gabriel, CA 91776 
(818) 573-4241 or (213) 283-7449 

(closed Sun. & Mon.) 

Send for FREE Catalog 

P.O. Box 258. Dept. 0, Clarkesville, GA 30523 
(404) 754-9000 

JIM HOAG 
CUSTOM PISTOLSMITH 
8523 CANOGA AVE. UNIT C 

CANOGA PARK, CA 91304 
(818) 998-1510 

Machinegun Parts - $3,00 
Just $3.00 gets you our 36 page PRODUCT PACKED 
1990 Catalog jammed page ofter page of Ports for 
UZI, AIC/AICS, HI IC, AR-16/M· 16, or ANY other type 
AuauH Rine or Machlnegun, Also Included Is our 
famous Specialty Ammo. and Legislative lnfol 

Rhino Replacement Porta 
PO lox 669, Seneca, SC 29679 

(803) 812-0781 

COLT 45 AUTO 
& All copies 

$ Grip Screw 

HING DRIVER 
// unsmiths 

//. ners F, 
bus 

~ and pr 
~ centers bit 1 

Removes tightes 
bushing without tear_ing it up. 

S12.95 + $3.00 postage & handling 
Mich. residents + 4% sales tax 

BOB KRIEGER, INC. 
Master Gunsmith 

2271 Star Court. Rochester Hills, Ml 48309 
313 853-6171 

IPSC 
Continued from page 29 

off when the gun is hot. It should work on 
guns that are shot a lot, and not gel 
gummy or stiff on duty guns that ride in 
the holster for weeks at a time withou1 
being used. 

This is asking a lot, but there are quite a 
few lubes now available that give excel
lent performance, such as Break Free, 0-
96, Prolix, and TriFlo. I'm sure there are 
several other lubes that will work just fine. 

One of my shooting buddies uses STP 
and says it works as well as anything. 
Recently I've been using a product called 
Minute Man High Tech gun oil and in fir
ing several thousand rounds through three 
guns it has worked perfectly. 

It's a very "slippery" lube that seems to 
make the gun cycle with unusual smooth
ness. The maker claims it will not freeze at 
-60° F, nor boil off at 575° F. This sounds 
like more of a margin than one would 
need, but after 200 rounds or so of Bill 
Drills (i.e., draw and fire six A's under two 
seconds), the gun gets mighty hot. 

Minute Man's address is 4304 6th. 
Ave., Tacoma, WA 98406, or call (206) 
752-3255. 

The next step is to put the lube 

Guns and magazines 
often get blamed for 
problems that are 

actually the result of 
poor reloads. 

where it's needed. A reader from Flori
da named Jim Moore outlined a proce
dure for oiling the 1911 pistol in a letter 
to the Nov/Dec 1982 issue of Ameri
can Handgunner, and I later found that 
pistolsmith Mike Plaxco uses the same 
method. It goes like this: 

With the gun empty, lock the slide 
back and put a couple of drops of oil on 
the barrel, spreading it around on the area 
where the bushing rides. Turn the gun 
upside down, put a drop of oil in the dis
connector notch of the slide and a couple 
of drops on each of the slide rails. 

Now close the gun and put a drop or 
two of oil on the barrel at the front of the 
ejection port, keeping the muzzle down 
so the oil will flow into the locking lug 
area. Cycle the gun a few times, wipe off 
any excess oil, and the job's done. The 
gun should be lubed at the start of every 
shooting session. 

Fix It First 
"If it's ain't broke, don't fix it." How 

often have you heard that phrase? As a 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER • SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1990 



PALADIN 
PRESS 

THE CZ-75 FAMILY 
!~~~ - .. ,_ 

( 
The Ultimate Combat Handgun 

by f.M. Ramos 
This is unquestionably the definitive sourcebook on this superior family of weapons from 

Czechoslovakia. You'll get the low-down on the early- and late-model CZ-75s, as well as the 
newest additions to the Czech pistol family - the Czech army's newly adopted CZ-82 service pistol 

and the current-model CZ-85. Also included are a sneak preview of the upcoming CZ-90 line and a 
look at the exciting lineup of CZ-75 clones, plus an invaluable section on importing these weapons into 

the United States. A discussion on customized and compensated versions and a guide to ammunition 
make the book an indispensable reference for competition shooters, gunsmiths and novices alike. Get the 

inside story on the automatic pistol that emerged from behind the Iron Curtain and took the shooting fraternities 

.,j·iiJ CZ-75 
FAMILY 
TH£ 

m ULT/htAT£ 

I 

COMBAT 
HANDBOOK 

flJ.l ~\\hi\. 

of the Western world by storm. 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, photos, illus., 112 pp. $16.00 

l)lL"14.ANLOM, 

l'i n"iT:imoi ·s1•: 
PISTOLS 

1r~1 
llw(.11111!111,11111 

B1m111i11:! lli·l'Ol\l'I 
,,1111n·1·l11111k 
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AR-15/M16 
SUPER 

SYSTEMS .,. 

THE RUGER 1022 

EXOTIC 

WEAPONS 

POWERHOUSE PISTOLS 
The Colt 1911 and Browning 

Hi-Power Sourcebook 
by Duncan long 

The two greatest auto pistols ever 
invented and their inventor are the 
locus ol Long·s latest book: John 
Moses Browning·s Colt 1911 and 
Browning Hi-Power. Includes 
designs, specs. test results and 
spin-offs. 8 1/2 x 11. soltcover. 
photos. 152 pp. $19.95 

TO RIDE, SHOOT STRAIGHT 
AND SPEAK THE TRUTH 

by left Cooper 
Combat mind-set, proper sighting. 
tactical residential architecture, 
nuclear war - these are some of the 
many subjects explored by Jeff 
Cooper in this illustrated anthology. 
The author discusses various arms, 
fighting skills and the importance of 
knowing how to defend oneself, and 
one's honor, in our rapidly changing 
world. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2. hardcover. illus .• 
384 pp. $26.00 

AR·15/M16 SUPER SYSTEMS 
By Duncan Long 

Learn how to customize the reliable 
AR-151nto a system that suits your 
needs. This straightforward text 
details modifications to create a 
super-accurate hunting rifle, light 
machine gun, pistol and more. 
Duncan Long takes up where other 
AA-15 books leave off. challenging 
the conventional wisdom on combat 
firearms. 8 1 /2 x 11. softcover, 
photos. illus .. 144 pp. $19.95 

THE RUGER 1022 EXOTIC 
WEAPONS SYSTEM 

Now you can convert your Ruger 
1022 into a selective-fire weapon 
that can fire over 1,000 rounds per 
minute. Build the parts that will 
transform you Ruger 1022 to full 
auto - without modifying the 
receiver or trigger housing. Over 60 
explicit photos, machinist's draw
ings and lull-scale templates 
accompany the detailed instruc
tions. 9 x 12, softcover, photos. 
illus .• 96 pp. $16.00 

--lh<--

RUG~R .22 
AUTOMATIC PISTOL 

Sl•nd•rd/,..M'tll/M•rllll 
--Series--

DUNCAN LONG 

..,_,_ 
~ 
How to Make YrurOwnJ; 

_j_J 
HOME 
WORKSHOP 
SILENCERS I 

1·=1 

THE RUGER .22 
AUTOMATIC PISTOL 

Standard/Mark I/Mark II Series 
by Duncan Long 

Here is the definitive book about the 
pistol that has served more than a 
million owners so well. Exploded 
diagrams show how to field-strip and 
reassemble with a minimum of fuss, 
and photos illustrate variations, 
modifications and accessories for one 
ol the most popular .22 automatics 
ever made. 5 1/2 x 8 112. soft-cover. 
photos. illus .• 168 pp. $12.00 

IMPROVISED EXPLOSIVES 
How to Make Your Own 

by Seymour Leeker 
From a former top explosives 
expert with the Israeli Army comes 
a manual that presents ten simple 
yet powerful formulas for explosives 
and incendiaries that give the basis 
for making bombs. booby traps and 
mines. Learn to obtain or make the 
needed chemicals. or get sub
stitutes. For information only! 5 1 /2 
x 8 1/2. softcover. illus .• 80 pp. 

$10.00 

HOME WORKSHOP 
SILENCERS I 

More than fifty 9" x 12" working 
machinist's drawings present step• 
by-step directions for building three 
different advanced firearm silencers. 
Improvised materials and machining 
techniques are suggested. For 
reference and historical purposes 
only. 9 x 12. sottcover. illus., 72 pp. 

$12.00 

SMART BOMBS 
Improvised Sensory Detonation 

Techniques and Advanced 
Weapons Systems 

by Lawrence W. Myers 
This practical field guide provides 
the covert operator with creative 
methods for building bombs and 
design criteria that reduce the risk 
of detection. For information pur
poses only. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2. softcover, 
illus .. 112 pp. $12.00 

NEW 
I.D.IN 
AM':RICA 

BV ANONYMOUS 

THE 
AIH ADVANCED 

WEAPONS SYSTEM 

FIRE, FLASH, AND FURY 
The Greatest Explosions of 

History 
by Ragnar Benson 

Allow Ragnar to transport you, 
through vivid descriptions and on-the
spot photography. to some ol the 
most impressive man-made and 
natural blasts ever to be unleashed 
on the lace ol the earth. The hor
rifying and sometimes morbid details 
of death and destruction will literally 
blow you away. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, hard• 
cover. photos. 184 pp. $19.95 

NEW I.D. IN AMERICA 
Want one more chance at life with a 
"clean slate"? Trade in your old 
identity for a new start. Here is a 
step-by-step guide to creating a 
totally new you - with a birth 
certificate, passport, driver's 
license, Social Security number -
all you need for breaking with your 
past. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2. softcover. illus .. 
120 pp. $15.00 

GET EVEN 
The Complete Book 

of Dirty Tricks 
by George Haytluke 

A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big 
business, government and enemies. 
These dirty tricks range from the 
simple to the elaborate, including 
more sophisticated schemes devised 
by CIA and Mafia members and 
political dirty tricksters. For enter• 
tainment only. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2. hard
cover. 208 pp. $17.95 

THE AR-7 ADVANCED 
WEAPONS SYSTEM 

Now the classic AR-7 Exotic 
Weapons System has been 
completely rewrinen. Follow its simple, 
step•by-step instructions and 
machinist's drawings and convert your 
AR-7 into an advanced selective-fire 
weapon. The conversion has only 
three moving parts. needs no 
machining, and costs under $20. For 
information purposes only. 9 x 12, 
softcover. photos, illus., 64 pp. $16.00 

OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 
AK47: THE COMPLETE 

KALASHINKOV FAMILY OF 

MODERN SNIPER RIFLES ..... $16.95 

I !I PO Box 1307-OIA 
----ii CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL TOLL FREE ~t~A=P= 

I ,::, ,,~~":::·;;:~,:~~:-', '""" 
~ 1-800·642·8300, EXT. 24 1-1 
_..., Call 24 hours a day. 7 days a week • ...,, 

from any stale but Alaska. Send S 1.00 for I 
50-page CATALOG of 300 titles (free with order), 

ASSAULT RIFLES ............. $14.00 

AR· 15/Ml 6: A PRACTICAL 

GUIDE ......................... $16.95 

STREETSWEEPERS ............... $17. 95 

HAYDUKE StLE CER 

BOOK .......................... $10.00 

MAKE MY DAY! ............... $17 .95 

IMPROVISED RADIO DETONATION 

TECHNIQUES .................. $1 0.00 

DEADLY BREW ................. $ 8.00 

INCENDIARIES .................. $10.00 

MtNt-14 ........................ $10.00 

PAYBACK! ....................... $17.95 

COMBAT REVOLVERS ......... $16.95 

DEATHTRAP! .................... $15.00 

SURVIVAL: A MANUAL THAT 

COULD SAVE YOUR LIFE .. $14.00 

COMPLETE BOOK OF U.S. 

SNIPING ....................... $34.95 

KICKASS! ........................ $17.95 

AUTOMATICS ................... $16.00 

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE - DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
Paladin Press• P.O. Box 1307• Boulder, CO 80306 • (303)443-7250 

0 VISA O MASTERCARD EXP. ___ _ 

I 0 CHECK/ MONEY ORDER I 
I SUBTOTAL ---1 

NAME PLEASE INCLUDE 
-------------------- POSTAGE & HANDLING~ 

ADDRESS-------------------1.: ___ .::. _: TOTAL-I --



INTERNATIONAL SHOOTISTS INC. 

"LIFE WITHOUT FEAR" .. ·• .. G 
" 

$10.95 
Sott Cover 

$16.95 
Hard Cover 

$24.95Hard. 
Autographed 
and Numbered 

World champion handgun shooters Mickey 
Fowler and Mike Dallon leach you how and 

when lo shoot. Enhance your ability to 
survive. Areas covered: safely • marksmanship 

tactics • legal • women • technique. crime 
guns and equipment. ammunition .1 so photos. 

1lG•, DRY-FIRE KITS ,fij1, 
PRACTICE AT HOME 

IMPROVE YOUR SKILLS-$3.95 
Add $2.00 per book or $1.00 per kit. Money order, 

Visa and MasterCard shipped immediately. 
Personal checks allow 3 weeks for delivery. 

CA residents add 6 ½% sales tax. 

CLASSES FORMING 
Courses in both self-defense or competition are 

available. These international experts and Combat 
Masters will teach you to fire fast controlled shots, 
with the mental conditioning to obtain pin-point 

accuracy, and fulfill your personal goals! 

Send $2.00 for complete 12 page 
Brochure and Information Packet to: 

""'"""". '"'"'" "' 
DEPARTMENT A.H. 

P.O. BOX 5254 MISSION HILLS, CA 91345 
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PULL THE TRIGGER 
ON EXCITEMENT 

SSK HAND CANNONS 
For Superior Performance when 
you wish to reach out and touch 

something. 

Specializing in: 
14 to 58 Caliber Contenders 

Custom Scope installations for hunting 
handguns, heavyweight bullet molds, 
arrestor muzzle brakes, exotic finishes. 
Please call or write for price quote or turther information. 
If writing, send two First Class postage stamps. 

SSK INDUSTRIES 
721-AH Woodvue Lane 
Wintersville, OH 43952 
(614) 264-0176 
(614) 264-7217 

PAGER HOLSTER 

I PRESS BUTTON, 
CASE FLIPS 

OPEN. 

FITS: DAVIS DERRINGERS, PSP-25 AUTO 
BAUER, BROWNING .25 AUTOS 
FREEDOM ARMS .22LR. 1" BARREL 
N. AMERICAN ARMS .22LR, 11/ 8 " 

S19.95 plus Sl .50 S&H, or two for $34.95 
SPLIT SECOND SECURITY, INC. 

PO BOX 16142 H. HOUSTON, TX. 77222 

figure of speech it has some merit, but if 
it's meant literally, it's not very bright 
advice. 

imagine waiting for a flight at an air
port coffeeshop and hearing some 
mechanics at the next table chatting: 
"Yeah, the engines on that 727 are a few 
hundred hours overdue for a major over
haul, but hey, they aren't broken, so let's 
not fix them." 

With things that have to work- like 
airplanes and competition guns- parts 
subject to heavy wear should be replaced 
long before they are worn out, not after 
they break. That's the price you pay for 
reliability. 

Fortunately in the case of handguns 
the price isn't too high. In most cases 
springs and the extractor are the only 
parts that need replacement. 

A spare extractor should be fitted at 
the time the initial gunsmithing work is 
done. Whenever the gun is field stripped 
for cleaning, a round should be slipped 
under the extractor hook to check for 
proper tensioning. If the extractor won't 
hold the round in place, it should be 
replaced. 

[ncidenta.lly, to prolong extractor I ife 
always load the gun by inserting a loaded 
mag and then cycling the slide, so the 
round slides up the breechface and under 
the hook. Dropping a round in the cham
ber and then closing the slide forces the 
extractor to snap over the case rim and 
greatly decreases service life. 

The recoil spring and firing pin spring 
should be replaced at regular intervals. 
Pistolsmith Bill Wilson suggests that the 
recoil spring be replaced every 2,000 
rounds for a standard 1911 (every 4,000 
rounds if the gun is compensated) while 
the firing pin spring should be replaced 
every 5,000 rounds. 

ln my opinion a properly fitted extrac
tor should go 10,000 rounds at a mini
mum; the one in my current .38 Super 
match gun has gone 50,000 rounds and 
still works fine. 

Proper Maintenance 
The maintenance routine I've used for 

years with good results is pretty straight
forward. 

Lube gun before every shooting ses
sion and every 250 rounds thereafter. 

Every 500 rounds, field-strip gun and 
clean it, paying particular attention to the 
feedramp, chamber, locking lug area on 
barrel and slide, the breechface, extractor, 
and ejector. 

Every 2,000 rounds or before a major 
match, detail strip the gun and carefully 
examine every part for signs of unusual 
wear or breakage. 

Replace springs and exn·actor at inter
vals outlined earlier. 

Set the gun up right, maintain it regu
larly, use good mags and ammunition, 
and concentrate on your shooting instead 
of worrying about ...... 
gun malfunctions. ~ 
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HANDGUN MARKET l~Il~l) 
(:IJ1\SSl i ~ 

Classified ads $.75 per word per insertion. ($.60 per word-per insertion for 3 or more) including 
riame and address (20 word minimum). Minimum charge $15.00. Bold words add $.50 per 
word. Copy and rerun orders must be accompanied by PAYMENT IN ADVANCE. NO 
AGENCY DISCOUNTS ON LISTING OR DISPLAY CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING. All 
ads must be received with advance payment BY NO LATER THAN THE 25th of each month. 
EXAMPLE: Closing for Jan/Feb 1991 issue (on sale December 5) is Sept. 25th. Ads received 
after closing will appear in the following issue. Please type or print clearly. PLEASE NOTE*** 
NO PROOFS WILL BE FURNISHED. Include name, address, post office, zip code, city and 
state as counted words. Abbreviations count as one word each. Mail to AMERICAN HANDGUN
NER MAGAZINE, 591 Camino de la Reina,Suite 200, San Diego, California 92108. NOTE: WE 
NOW HAVE DISPLAY CLASSIFIED ADS IN BOTH AMERICAN HANDGUNNER AND 
GUNS MAGAZINE. ASK FOR OUR NEW RATE CARD 

COPY DEADLINES 

GUNS AMERCIAN 
MAGAZINE HANDGUNNER 

ISSUE DEADLINE ON SALE ISSUE 

JAN SEP 25 DEC 1 JAN/FEB 
FEB OCT25 JAN 1 
MAR NOV25 FEB 1 MAR/APR 
APR DEC 25 MARl 
MAY JAN 25 APR 1 MAY/JUN 
JUNE FEB 25 MAYl 
JULY MAR25 JUNE 1 JULY/AUG 
AUG APR25 JULY 1 
SEPT MAY25 AUG 1 SEPT/OCT 
OCT JUNE 25 SEPT 1 
NOV JULY25 OCT 1 NOV/DEC 
DEC AUG25 NOVl 

ACCESSORIES 

Concealed Weapon License Identification Badge. Finest qual
ity, made lo order wit.h your license number. Catalog Free. 
Seven Seas, POB 3906, DepL 45, Apollo Beach, FL 33570. Ph. 
813-645-2621. 

ATI'ENTION SHOOTERS X-RING PRECISION CAST
ING COMP ANY has extremely hard cast bullets in 9mm, 3 
357, .44 and .45; We also stock professionally remanufactured 
ammunition in 9mm, .38 special, .357 magnun11 .44 magnum, 
.45 acp and .223 Remington with lead or jacketed bullets. For 
more information call or write: P.O. Box 1357, Sedona, Ari
wna 86336 (602)282-1499. 

REFINISHING HANDGUNS. Satin hard chrome or 
nickel, $60 w/FFL, includes assembly. Black parkeri1,e, mas
ter blue, 24K gold, black anodize. Reasonable rates, excellent 
quality. Two week service. CHECKMATE GUNS, 8232 
Shaw Rd., Brooksville, FL34602, 904-799-5774. 

NEW! PRO-TARGET HAS ARRIVED. PORTABLE. LIGHT
WEIGHT PRECISION TARGET, STANDS WITH F'OAM
CORE BACKBOARDS. PRO-I 4' TALL $69.95, PRO-ll 6.5' 
TALL $89.95. MC/VISA, FACTORY DIRECT +$5.95 S/H, 
FREE INFO. PRO-TARGET, P.O. BOX 455AH, MONT
CLAIR, CA 91763. 

TWO-LOCK GUN SAFE. HEAVY DUTY 12 gauJ;:' STEEL 

~'iE°iw~Efi~oRiE~gy-1l~l?l-do 1ub!eulock! 0!:1: 
rity. MONEYBACK GUARANTEE. SEND $49.00: NIGHT 
HOLSTER INC., P.O. BOX 21278, Indianapolis, [N 46221. 

CLIP-LOADERS for .22 Ruger MKI and MK2, Huntsman, 
Woodsman, Challenger, Buckmark, Hi-Standard, Lightning, 
also a loader for S&W 41 and 422, send $3.95 plus $.85 S&H. 
AMT .22 MAGNUM OWNERS we have a loading aid for 
you, send $4.95 plus $.85 S&H to: CLIP-LOADER INC., 
5906 S.E. Lloyd St., Milwaukie, OR 97222. 

Once-fired and new brass: Pistol and Rifle. Send SASE for 
price list. Cheyenne Brass, PO Box 5254, Cheyenne, WY 
82003. 

A.M.T . . 22 MAGNUM OWNERS. WE NOW HA VE A 
MAGAZINE LOADER FOR THIS AUTO. SEND $4.95 PLUS 
$.85(cents) S & H TO: CLIP-LOADER INC., 5906 S.E. 
LLOYD SI'., MILWAUKIE, OR 97222. 

BOWLERS OLYMPIC GRIPS, Custom made anatomical 
grips in walnut, individually carved by experts to your hand 
print. NOT just small, medium or large. Exported to over 30 
countries. Give your shooting a chance• don't be held back by 
an ill-fitting grip. _Send for enlarged model list to: BOWLERS 
OLYMPIC GRIPS, Dept. A.H., Newgates Gallery, Stamford, 
Lincolnshire, England PE9 lQF. Tel. 0780-57797. The BEST 
ofBritish! 

"MUGGED?" Obtain concealed weapons in your st.ate while 
you still can! Send SASE: Weapons, 8270 SW Sorrento, Beav
erton, OR 97005. 

Attention I.P.S.C. Shooters, Major and Minor Power Factor 
Chart 175 & 180, 120 & 130. Pia tic laminated, easy to read. 
Make chonographing easy and accurate. Send $5.95 to: L. 
CARL ENTERPRISES, R.R.#3, CAVAN, ONT. CANADA 
LOAIC0. 

Build your own Turbo type brass tumbler for less than $20.00. 
Simple step-by-step instructions with pictures, guides you 
thru each step. Complete material list also supplied. Clean 
brass fast and effectively. Save dollars doing it yourself. Send 
$7.95 plus LA. S.A.S.E. to: Tumbler, PO Box 3168,Jasper, Al
abama 35501. Or Send $29.95 plus $2.00 S&H. For complete 
instructional vidL'O. Follow your instructor step-by-step as he 
builds a fast cleaning brass tumbler for under $20.00. 

Build your own custom gun cabinet. Easy to follow plans. 
$5.95: D.J. AYERS, 179 Hoffman Avenue, Elmont, NY 11003. 

Moving target systems. Reciprocating, horizontal, 15' travel. 
Sets - up anywhere in minutes. Free details, send stamped en
velope to: Euco Welding. 1315 Middlebury SL Elkhart, IN 
46516. 

RELOADERS! Make your own"Brass Tumbler" for under 
$30.00. For complete plans and instructions send $5.00 to: 
P.M. Specialties, P.O. Box 932, Norco, Calif. 91760. 

GENUINE MOTHER OF PEARL HANDGUN GRIPS 45 
auto. Colt 380, Mustang, S & W J, etc. Exotic fancy grain 
ebony wood for 45 auto, S & W J,K,N frames, Ruger Black
hawk, super blackhawk, Bisley, Mark I] with thumbrest, 
LAR grizzly 45 win-mag. Also available in selected models in 
buffalo horn and black ebony. Try our new 3-finger groove 
wrap around in exotic ebony handcrafted for 45 auto and S & 
W J, K.N. Send $2 for colored brochure. Dealers wekome. NA
VIDREX ENTERPRISES, 545 N. Hoover Ave #2, Los Ange
les, CA 90004. 

RANSOM REST. Windage attachment, Grip Inserts for: 
45ACP. S&W K-~rame. TC contender, Beretta 92S, Colt Py
thon. Send $300 Cashiers check or MO: ~red Maberry, 5222 
King George, San Antonio, TX 78229-4914. 

Ambi-Shooters Table. Build your own heavy duty shooting ta
ble for less then $30.00. Simple plans and material list $7.00. 
Designed for right and left hand shoote.rs. TABLE, 5825 
Que-en Ave So .. Mpls, MN 55410. 

HOME ALARM SYSTEM! PRE-WIRED for easy installa
tion. MJCROWAVE Motion Sensor, Loud Siren, 110v supply 
& backup battery. Test switch & L.E.D. All components con
cealed when installed. Simple to operate, affordable, practical. 
!yr warranty. $299.95 I- $6.00 UPS: Intrusion Technologies 
Group, 2925 South Memorial Drive, Racine, WI 53403. VISA, 
MC, (4141633-1240. 

AMMUNITION 

.38 SPECIAL RELOADED AMMUNITION- Remanufac
tured using fully automated equ_ipment. 158 gr. SWC 
$87.00M-148 gr. WC $85.00M. reloading smce 1974. MPS Co., 
1441 W.John St., Matthews, NC 28105. (704)847-8793. 

9/mm br-,,ss, once fired. Gov. 400 rounds $25.00. Chesapeake 
Gun Works, 6644 Indian River Rd, Va. Beach, VA 23464. 

SPECIAL PURPOSE AMMO AND MUNITIONS. Reload 
your own: Tracers, A.P., Incendiary, H.E. ammo, 12 Ga. 
Flares, Thermite/Srnoke Grenades and many others. SASE 
for free lisL T. Tyler, Box 2700H, Dept SOF, Hw1tington 
Beach, CA 92647. 

SPECIAL PURPOSE AMMUNITION: BEEHIVE, MUL
TIPLEX, tracers, bird bombs. Send $1.00 for catalog to: HO
RIZONS UNLIMITED, 9208 Kingston Pike, Suite 195, 
OepL AH, Knoxville, TN 37922. 
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TRACERS, reload your own (as described in the Dec. issue of 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE.l Military type, red, green, white or 
amber burning tracer, any caliber. Step by step instructions. 
Includes detailed drawings, bullet preparation, reloading in
structions, $5.00: T. Tyler, Box 2700H, Dept. SOF, Hunting
ton Beach. CA 9264 7. 

ACE AMMO, QUALITY RELOADS 38 SPEC $4.50, BOX/50, 
45 ACP $7 BOX/50. WE CAN LOAD YOUR BRASS. 1-800-
833-2400. CALI.FORNIA 1-916-221-1952. 

Melt up to 300 lbs. oflead in 15 min. using wood for fuel in the 
furnace built with our plans. Plans, $5.00. N.S.T., P.O. Box 
5364, Valdosta. CA 31603-5364. 

BOOKS 

"THE ANARCHIST COOKBOOK" IS A VAJLABLE AGAIN! 
$22, postpaid. Barricade Books, BOX 1401.J, Secaucus, NJ 
07096. 

SI'ATE PISTOL LAWS, latest pistol carrying, p_urchasing, 
etc., regulations for all states and FEDERAL GUN LAWS. 
Both booklets $6.00. POLICE EQUIPMENT CATALOG 
$8.00. Schlesinger. Department E., P.O. Box 882, New York. 
NY 10150. 

1990 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER ANNUAL. This year's 
exciting look at the handguns.Includes: Massad Ayoob's" Auto 
vs. Revolver for self-defense". travel back in time with Col. 
Charles Askins and meet the biggest names in handb'U.nning. 
Mark Hampton looks at the best guns for handgun hunting 
and much more. Send $6.95 postpaid to: HANDGUNNER 
ANNUAL, Dept. HGA-H90, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 
200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

1990 GUNS ANNUAL AVAILABLE NOW! This year's an
nual includes: Massad Ayoob's perspectives on the 10mm, Jim 
Fender discusses the Facts and Fantasies about Assault lli
fles. A Catalog Section which incJudes a reference of currently 
manufactured handguns, rifles and shotguns. Complete with 
spec. and prices. To order your's today, send $6.95 post paid to: 
GUNS ANNUAL, Dept. GA-H90, PO Box 16025, San Diego, 
CA92116. 

SHOOT A HANDGUN reveals the expert's way to use your 
handguns safely, effectively and within the law. Learn how 
and where to shoot, firearms responsibility, what ammunition 
to purchase, and more. Special chapter on defensive pistol 
shooting, plus a glossary of handgun terms. Only $10.95 post
paid. (CA Resd. add 7-¼"r sales tax) GUN BOOKS, Dept.SH
H09, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 
92108. 

SHOOTING by Edward Matunas. Learn how to become an 
expert marksman with 1-ifle, shotgun, handgun, muzzleloader 
and bow. You'll get tips on selecting the proper weapon and 
accessories, and be provided with a detailed course in ballis
tics. For your copy, send $33.45 postpaid (CA Residents add 7-
1/,% sales tax) to: GUNS BOOKS, Dept. SG-H09, 591 Camino 
de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

MASTER TIPS By Jon Winokur The best shooters in the 
business teach you step-by-step mastery of the techniques 
that made them winners. For your copy, Send $13.45 Postpaid 
(CA Residents add 7-¼'k sales tax) to: GUNS BOOKS, Dept. 
MT-H09, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200. San Diego, CA 
92108. 

POKER BOOKS: FREE:"TEN WINNING TIPS" by poker 
professional Andy Nelson. Become a BIG winner! Send SASE 
to: IMPACT, Box 12356, Boulder, CO 80303. 

NEW CATALOG every two months! New books on weap
onry, revenge and dcnens ofother subjects! Send $LOO for 50-
page catalog describing over 300 titles. PALADIN PRESS, 
P.O. Box 1307-9GAT, Boulder, Colorado 80306. 

Gun Silencers/Noise suppressor. Complete how to booklet: 
Five easy steps to complete information on Silence.TS and sup
pressors. Plans, Diagrams, Specification and Sources. Just 
send $29.95 to: Diamond Distributors. P.O. Box 991, Hono
lulu, Hawaii 96808. 

To RIDE, 
SHOOT 
STRAIGHT, 
AND SPEAK 
THE TRUTH 
by Jeff Cooper 
Combat mind-set, proper sighting, 
tactical residential architecture - these 
are some of the many subjects explored 
by Jeff Cooper in this illusfrated 
anthology. The author discusses various 
arms, figntin_g skills and the importance 
of knowing liow to defend oneself, and 
one's honor, in our rapidly changing 
world. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, hardcover, !IIus., 
384 pp, $26.00 

Send check or money order for $26.00 
plus $3,50 postage and handling to 

PALADIN PRESS, P.O. Box 1307-OIB, 
Boulder, CO 80306 (303) 443-7250 
Order a complete catalog for $1.00 
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"FIREARMS LAWS" DON'T END UP BREAKING A LAW 
YOU WEREN'T AW ARE OF!! BE SMART AND LEARN 
YOUR LAWS! COMPLETE 250-PAGES ALL 50 STATES 
INCLUDING LOCAL ORDINANCES $19.95-"INFORMA
TION INTERNATIONAL", 5 WELSTEAD PLACE, DEPI'-
22, ROCHESTER, N.Y. 14613. 

THE HA YDUKE SILENCER BOOK: QUICK AND 
DIRTY HOMEMADE SILENCERS- These simple, effec
tive silencer designs can be made right at your kitchen table 
with common items found around the house. Includes instruc
tions on legal registration. For information only. Send 
$15.50ppcl w: Paladin Press, P.O. Box 1307-0GAK Boulder, 
Colorado 80306. (303)443-7250. 

PIPES, TOBACCO, CIGARS, ACCESSORIES. Over 50,000 
pipes in stock. FREE 32 page color catalog. Call Carey's Smo
keshop Toll Free l-800-99BRIAR. 

BOOK CATALOG FREE. Overcome worry. Solve mating 
problems THE FAMILY BOOKSHELF, 1210 17th Ave., 
South Milwaukee, WI 53172. 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 

JOURNEYMAN CREDENTlALS granted legitimate! Write: 
National Craftsman Union, 210 Fifth Avenue, Suite 11021 

NewYork,NY 10010. 

SECRET LOANS' We lend money by mail- $300 w $5000 in 
absolut.e privacy. Borrow for any good reason. No co-signers. 
No mortgages. Write for details and application - no obliga
tion. Financial Services, Dept. L, Drawer 1883, Alabaster, Al
abaroa 35007-1883. Enclose envelope! 

EARN EXTRA INCOME'!! Our company offer legal and le1,,jt
imat.e ways t.o earn as mush as you can. For more information, 
send a SASE w: Profits, Box 277, Verbena, Alabama 36091-
0277. 

LEARN GOLD, SILVER, PLATINUM, SCRAP RECY
CLING BUSINESS. $75,000 YEAR POSSIBLE. SPARE 
TlME. EASY! FREE INFORMATION: RECYCLING, BOX 
11216-GH, RENO, NV 89510-1216. 

I have what you need! You can really do it! Get anything you 
want out of life. Send $3.00 for complete information. Shadco, 
Box 148-AH, Oak City, Utah 84649. 

The 1990 GUN LAW HANDBOOK covers FFL application 
procedure, required dealer records, gun show sales 1 importing/ 
exporting guns, post.al regulations, gun collector licensin~, 
gunsmithing, crossing state borders, more. $4.95 Postpaid 
First Class. Unconditional money back guarant:.ee. Free direc
tory of 170 gun, ammunition and acces.sory manufacturers 
with order. lsgo-AHl, POB 24490, San Diego, CA 92124. 

LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your new or existing 
small business. Grants/loans to $500,000 yearly. Free re
corded message: 707-448-0270. (JRS). 

P<;>wer ~arnings! $400.00 daily wholesaling aut~mobiles 
without investment! All new, NO GIMMICKS! Details $2.00: 
SMITH, Box 2085, Titusville, FL 32781. 

A NEW IDEA! Call National Idea CenterofWashingwn D.C. 
free info - 1-800-247-6600, Ext 124. Come see the Invention 
Store!! 

$20,000.00 Yearly as aJ'art time gun dealer. No gimmicks. 
My method works! Sen SASE: FIREARMS, 8270 SW Sor
rento, Beaverton, OR 97005. 

"MAKE MONEY" GET A FEDERAL FIREARMS LI
CENSE!!! S'I'ART AN EXCITING AND PROFITABLE 
BUSINESS OF YOUR OWN!"GE'l' DEALERS MAKE 
MONEY" COMPLETE INFORMATION, OFFICIAL 
FORMS, STEP BY STEP FOR SUCCESS!"GUARANTEED" 
$7.95-"INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS CONCEPTS", 5 
WELSTEAD PLACE, DEPI'-18, ROCHESTER, NY 14613. 

BEST FFL LICENSE KIT!!! Professional Gun Dealer Kit 
gives you EVERYTHING you need! License Forms, Regula
tions, Professional Advice, Hundreds of Wholesalers and 
Phones! MONEYBACK GUARANTEED! $4.95: SHOOT
ERSGUNSHOP, P.O. Box 379-H, Hopwood, PA 15445. 

BECOME FEDERALLY LICENSED FIREARMS DEALER! 
Complete forms/instructions $5.00."St.arting Your Own Gun 
Business" (packed with information for your success) $4.95. 
License guaranteed or full refund! All above $7.95. Metro, 
Drawer 2267-SC, Sun City, AZ 85372. 

BECOME A LICENSED FIREARMS DEALER! Official 
forms, latest BATF instructions. Wholesale sources. License 
guaranteed or full refund! $5.00. Monarch, Box 1416-EM, El 
Mirage, AZ 85335. 

$339.00 WEEKLY POSSIBLE assembling our products from 
home. Learn How. Amazing recorded message reveals details, 
call anytime (914)289-1136 Ext. CMl. 

Earn extra $$ at home. Home businesses information packet. 
RUSH $1.00 + SASE: J&K Publishing, 21202 120th Pl. SE 
#300, Kent, WA 98031. 

DEALER-DISTRIBUTOR MAGAZINE. Money-making Op
portunities Worldwide. Latest Issue $1.00. Interstate Enter
prises, Drawer 19689-AHD, Houswn, TX 77224. 

MONEY AVAILABLE! 1st and 2nd Mortgages. Business and 
Personal Loans, Credit Cards, Grants. Regardless of past 
credit hiswry. Check us out with the Better Business Bureau, 
Lancaster, PA. We Want Your Business. 717-531-1025, Ext. 
139. 

READ BOOKS forJ.ay! $100 a title. Write: PASE-VO3, 161 
Lincolnway, North urora, IL60542. 
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Licensed Firearms Dealer Application Kit, 1,200-item Dealer 
Supply Catalog. DEALER-DISTRIBUTOR MAGAZINE 
$5.00. Interstate Enterprises, Drawer 19689-AH, Houswn, 
TX77224. 

READ BOOKS for pay! Call 1-900-847-7700 ($0.99/Min) or 
Write: PASE-Vl9, 161 Lincolnway, North Aurora, IL60542. 

GET PAID for mailing letters! $200.00 daily. Write: PAASE, 
WT4, 161 Lincoln Way, North Aurora, IL 60542. 

ATTENTION - HIRING! Government jobs - your area. Many 
immediate openings without waiting list or test $17,840 -
$69,485. CALL 1-602-838-8885 EXT. R9748. 

ATTENTION: POSTAL JOBS! St.art $11.41/hour! For appli
cation info call(l) 602-838-8885 Ext. M-9748, 6am - 10pm, 7 
days. 

GUN DEALER LICENSING -(805)687-1416. Visa, MIC. 
No"Rip-Off'. Call Us. We Answer All Your Questions. Best 
FFL Kits, $5.00. Dealer Record Books & Supplies. RK EN
TERPRISES, (Established 1981), 2616 Las Posit.as, Sant.a 
Barbara, CA 93105. 

COLLECTORS 

EMBLEMS & INSIGNIA 

CUSTOM EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS-DECALS-PINS. 
Free catalog/Quotes. Highest Quality. Guaranteed Lowest 
Prices. Rush Sketch. STADR!AH, 61 Jane Street. N.Y.C. 
10014. (212)929-2293 

GUNS HATS! Show your friends that you're a GUNS Team 
Member. Each hat features: Bright orange logo, .sand colored 
cap; polyester front/Mesh back. Only $5.95 + 7- 1/.1\'l sales tax 
for Calif. Residents. Send w: GUNS HATS, 591 Camino de la 
Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

Also available ... GUNS Team member pins and patches. Now, 
you can also get your own GUNS Team member pin for only 
$2.50 + $1.00 shipping & handling ... Or, a GUNS Team mem
ber patch for only $3.50 + $1.00 shipping & Handling. Send 
To: GUNS PINS, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San 
Diego, CA 92108. 

FIREWORKS 

Salutes and Cannon crackers home made. The Best! Simple 
easy method, my secrets revealed. Stamp: Browns Dive·rsifi.ed~ 
POB 6, Paragon, Indiana 46166. 

FIREWORKS. WE SHlP TO YOUR DOOR. LOW PRICES. 
BOTTLE ROCKETS AS LOW AS $.99 A GROSS. CATA
LOGSANDINFO CALL NOW 1-900-USA-l 776. 

FIREWORKS: Firecrackers, Bottle Rockets, Roman Can
dles, Sky Rockets, and much more. For Wholesale price list 
send $1.00: Klassic Fireworks, P.O. Box 142, Middlefield, 
Conn. 06455-0142. 

Successful and expanding British Shooting magazine seeks 
development capital for major launch in USA. Equity avail
able. Call 01144494 432151, (Fax 0ll 44 494 727454). 

CHERRYBOMBS, M-70'S, M-90'S, M-IO0'S BUZZBOMBS, 
CANNON & TIME FUSE, PULL & ELECTRIC IGNITERS, 
5'TARS ¼"TO l", FIREWORK CHEMICALS, ETC. CATA
LOGUE $5. REFUNDABLE 1ST ORDER. CAPITOL FIRE
WORKS, 1805 WEST MONROE, SPRINGFIELD, IL 62704. 

EXPLOSIVES and FIREWORKS: 29 FORMULAS 
(BLACK POWDERS, TNT, NITROGLYCERIN, COLORS, 
SNAKES, WHISTLES ... ) ALL FOR JUST $5. PLUS 
FREE''MINI-HYDROGEN BOMB PLANS." EASILY OB
TAINABLE MATE.RIALS! NEXT DAY SHlPPING! AC
CESS PUBLISHING, BOX 94 DEPT. HG, SOUTH MIL
WAUKEE, WI 53272. 

SILVER-TUBE SALUTES, M-80'S, CHERRY BOMBS, 
EXPLOSIVE"B" and other fireworks T-Shirts, printed in 
full color and on AMERICAN made garments are available 
from: THUNDER & LIGHTNING, DEPT. R, P.O. Box 257. 
Deer Park, N. Y. 11729. Write for FREE catalog. 

FOR SALE 

WATCH REPLICAS! WATCH REPLICAS! LOWEST 
PRICES GUARANTEED NATIONWIDE! W ARRANfY! 
EXACT WEIGHT & COLOR! ISKT GOLDPLATED! 
CALL! WATCH REPLICAS! (404) 963-3USA WATCH 
REPLICAS! 

"GUN LAWS" ALL 50 STATE AND LOCAL FIREARMS 
LAWS!!!"GUARANTEED" $14.95-"DENCO ENTER
PRISES", BOX 40383, DEPI'-14, ROCHESTER, NY 14604. 

BRASS POCKET KNlFE, ENGRAVED INITlALS, STAIN
LESS STEEL, 3" 2oz. SEND $12.95: W. SHORTS, DEPT. 
AHG054, 17059 ADDISON, SOUTHFIELD, Ml 48075. 

GUN PARTS 

GUNS FOR SALE 

ANYONE CAN BECOME A FIREARMS DEALER!!! 
EVERYTHING NECESSARY TO START YOUR BUSI
NESS!"GUARANTEED" $3.95-"DENCO ENTERPRISES", 
BOX 40383, DEPT-12, ROCHERSTER, NY 14604. 

.577 Holland and Holland double rifle manufactured 1892. for 
details write: P. Wolhuter, 237 Bartle Road, Durban 4001, Re
public of South Africa. 

GUNSMITHING 

Custom Handguns for street or competition 45 Auto and S&W 
Revolvers. S& W Armored &hool certified revolver and auto. 
Free Brochure: Karl Sokol, Chestnut Mountain Sports, 65 So. 
MainSt.,So. Deerfield, MA 01373, 413-655-4647. 

Learn 'State of the Art' Gunsmithing in the pleasant climate 
of central Arizona. Modem program teaches full spectrum 
skills including modem and advanced technology. Approved 
by Veterans Administration and Vocational Rehabilitation. 
Cont.act Registrar, Yavapai College, 1100 East Sheldon, Pres
cott, AZ 86301 or (602)445-7300 or wll free in Arizona l-800-
992-6787. 

GUNSMITHS, RELOADERS, ARBO Brass and steel pin 
punches. Special Brass and Nylon Mallet, acces.sories. Thou
sands in use. Dealers welcome. Free information. Write: 
ARBO Precision, 1661 S. Walnut, Broken Arrow, OK 74012. 

PISTOLSMITH NEEDED Minimum three years experi
ence building and customizing 1911 pistols and operating en
gine lathes and milling machines. No phone caLL.'3 please. 
Send Resume w: GUNSMITH (SAM), 420 West Main Street, 
Geneseo, IL 61254. 

GUNSMITHING LATHES -milling machines-wols. New 
catalog $1.00: Blue Ridge Machinery and Tools, P.O. Box 536-
N, Hurricane, WV 25526, 304-562-3538. 

INSTRUCTION 

Hand-to-Hand Combat - Hard hitting thirteen page man
ual of vital points combat plus beautiful two color lithograph 
certificate from American Fighting Arts Academy with your 
name. Send $20.00 Cash or M.O. + $2.00 S.H. w: Mr. Vito, 
446 Hackensack Street, Carlstadt, NJ 07072. 

Basic Lnvestigation Training. Diploma program offered by 
Lion Investigation Academy, a licensed institution. Write 
Lion Investigation Academy, 3161 Shakespeare Rd., Bethle
hem, PA 18017 for brochure. Lion investigation Academy is a 
division of American Detective Agency. No salesman will call. 

NEW POLICE REVOLVER. FIRSr MAJOR COMBAT AD
VANTAGE SINCE 1905. FREE INFORMATION FOR 
HANDGUN EXECUTIVES, ENGINEERS, DESIGNERS. 
GUNSMITHS, ENTREPRENEURS, ETC. SEND LARGE 
SASE TODAY' JOHNSON AND ASSOClATES, PO BOX 
147, METHUEN, MASS 01844. 

"BASIC HANDGUN" New release. All new video instruc
tional video, covers home defense. Personal defense carry 
guns. Pros and cons of auto vs revolver competition shooting. 
reloading and a lot more. If you love handguns 1 you'll love this. 
Send $29.95 plus $2.00 S&H w:"Basic Handgun Video", P.O. 
Box 3168.Jasper, AL 35501. 

FULL-AUTO BB GUN: 3,000 rpm, 850 psi, rugged met.al de
sign. Build it yourself, easily and inexpensively. FREE de
tails. P & P Publications, P.O. Box 725295, Dept. FMG, At
lanta, GA 30339. 

Free list of publications. Improvised weapons. explosives, sur
vival, etc. Carno. P.O. Box 3355, Bryan, TX 77805. 

SHOOTERS IMPROVE SCORES - Hypnotic suggestion tapes 
used by wdays wp competition shooters. Send $19.95 w: 
5'TRAIGHT SHOOTERS. P.O. Box 120313, Staten Island, NY 
10312-0001. 

KNIVES & SWORDS 

UNIQUE CUTLERY OUR SPECIALTY We carry all 
brands and types of cutlery, firearms and necessories. CUT
LERY KING tm, P.O. Box 464419, Lawrenceville, GA 30246. 
l-800-634-6205/Local 925-9086. 

KNIVES NEW '89 Models, Largest Selections, Lowest Prices 
Anywhere, A.G. Russell, Al Mar, Boker, Browning. Buck, 
Case, Cold Steel, Coleman Western, DMT, Eye Brand, Eze 
Lap, Frost, Gerber, Kabar, Kershaw, Lakota, Lansky, Leath
erman, Old Timer, Puma, Queen, Remingwn, &hrade, Spy
derco, Taylor, Tenka, Uncle Henry, United, Victorimox, Win
chester, Wyoming, Kitchen Cutlery, CATALOG $2.00, 
FOREIGN $5.00 TAR HEEL CUTLERY, P.O. BOX 12819-
AH, WINSTON-SALEM, N .C. 27117. 

SWISS TYPE ARMY KNIFE: Precision quality, all stainless 
knife. 12 tools in one. Ideal for Fisherman, Hunter, Handy
man. Send $8.95 Ppcl. NATIONAL CONSUMERS SALES, 
Cedar Hill Road, Box 1199, Hopewell, N.Y.12533. 

LEATHERCRAFT 

Ml LIT ARIA 

1940 German 3rd Reich (WW2) Collection liquidation lists. 
Send $2 (Cash!) w:"RZM", PF/POB 1244, 5143 WASSEN
BERG, W. GERMANY. 

Smoke Generating Devices (Candles, Bombs, Pots, Ger
nadcs)- We offer the largest selection of brand-new smoke 
products including military smoke grenades in nine types. 
Also have military cutlery, locksmithing supplies, chemicals, 
books, blowguns, tear gas, gas masks, and much, much more! 
send $2.00 for catalogue and receive $5.00 credit wwards your 
first purchase. Signus, Box 33712-E Phoenix, AZ 85067. 
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MILITARY SURPLUS 

ATTENTION- GOVERNMENT SEIZED VEHICLES 
from $100. Fords, Mercedes, Corvettes, Chevys. Surplus Buy
ers Guide. 1-602-838-8885 EXT. A9748. 

NEW 1990 GOVERNMENT SURPLUS DIRECTORY. Buy 
W,:apon, Jeeps, Trucks, Computers, Camping Equipment and 
More! Over 900,000 items available. (Satisfaction Guaran
teed) $5.00. SURPLUS, Dept. AH!, P.O. Box 1600, Everett, 
WA 98204-1600. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

STUN GUNS -TEAR GAS. For self defense only. Protect your 
family. Free information. Spectrum, Box 727-AE, Grayslake, 
IL60030. 

SHORT-RUN CUSTOM BELT BUCKLES WITH YOUR 
LOGO MY SPECIALTY SOLID SANDCAST SILICON 
BRONZE ALL HAND FINISHED. BUCKLES BY MIKE, 
1225 MANZANITA, DEPT. AH, LOS ANGELES, CA 90029. 

KNUCKS- Genuine brass paperweights, not cheap alumi
num, same day delivery $7.95 prepaid: Matthews Police Sup
ply,P.O. Box 1754, Matthews, NC 28105. 

BULLET PROOF VEST-Class ll-A Keviar soft body armor. 
Will defeat the .45 ACP, .357 mag. 9mm, 00 Buck and knife 
attack. Tested at the Aberdeen Proving Grounds by the U.S. 
Government Edgewood Arsenal. Front and back protector 
$175.00. Side panels: $35.00 per set. Sized S, M, L, XL: MPS 
Co., 1441 West John St., Matthews, MC 28105. (704)847-8793. 
Established 1970. 

CHEWING-SMOKING Tobacco!! Do you Chew-Smoke? Free 
samples-Twist, Snuff, Pipe. Guaranteed satisfaction: FRED 
STOKER & SONS, Dresden, Tennessee 38225. 

WATCH REPLICAS! WATCH REPLICAS! LOWEST 
PRICES GUARANTEED NATIONWIDE! WARRANTY! 
EXACT WEIGHT & COLOR! 18KT GOLDPLATED! 
CALU WATCH REPLICAS! (404) 963-3USA WATCH 
REPLICAS! 

CRIMEFIGHTERS Send $2. for illustTated catalog: B-PEC, 
Dept 4290, Box 7638, Sunnymead, CA 92303. 

Springfield Armory representatives will attend most major 
pistol and rifle competitions during the 1990 season, includ
ing: Steel Challenge, USPSA Three Gun Championship, 
Bianchi Cup, Camp Perry National Matches, USPSA Nation
als and IPSC World Shoot. NOTE: Sta,1dard retail and dealer 
prices in effect at Camp Perry. Call (309)944-5631. 

INVESTIGATIVE NEWS America's number one, all new, 
information newsletter. Each issue is jam packed with infor
mation and articles on skip tracing, bounty hunting, sw-veil
lance street survival, interrogation, undercover, executive 
protection, terrorism, criminal investigations and civil Litiga
tion. Also included are book and product reviews 1 confidential 
reports and hard to find information.,Send for free copy today. 
INVESTIGATIVE NEWS, 13575-AH, Martinique, Chino 
Hills, CA 91709. 

Certificate of Expert .45 Cal Sub Machine Gun. Suitable for 
framing. Great G\(f.! Prepared in YOUR Name. Send $4.95 to: ~;t~~'3. 1000 evada Hwy, Suite #203, Boulder City, Ne-

EASY WORK' EXCELLENT PAY! ASSEMBLE PROD
UCTS AT HOME. CALL FOR INFORMATION 504-641-
8003 Ext 2720. 

FREE PRIVACY CATALOG. Cash income opportuni
ties.Secret hiding places. Revenge techniques. New identity. 
EDEN PRESS, Box 8410-HG, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. 

Cable TV converters and descramblers! Zenith, Tocom, Ham
lin, Oak, Scientific Atlanta, Zenith. NEW: Video tape des
cramblers, eliminates the color loss, only $79.95. Free catalog. 
GCN, 1032 lrving St., Suite #109-E, S.F., CA 94122. NO CA 
SALES 415-566-9688. 

POWERFUL EXPLOSIVES from common fertilizer. For in
structions send $LOO and stamped envelope to: Chem-Ex De
velopment, Box 0945H, Gadsden, AL 35902. 

INSURANCE TO HIGH? Lower your premiums without low
ering your coverage with your insurance company. Save 
money on home, fire, auto and life. Little facts you should 
know can save you money. Send $3.95 plus LA-SASE to: In
surance, PO Box 3168, Jasper, Alabama 35501. 

NOTICE! YOU CAN STUFF YOUR MAILBOX with Hand
gun Catalogs. Satisfaction Guaranteed. Send $3.00: GUN
SOURCE, 3037 Audrey Drive, Gastonia, NC 28054. 

Mauser Broornhandle Shooters. New bolt hold open device, al
lows loading loose rounds. No stripper clips needed. Faster, 
better. $4.95 postpaid. B-Mark Machine, Box 7053A, Bis
mark, ND 58502. 

SWISS WATCH REPLICAS! #1 USA WHOLESALER! 
EXACT DETAILS, !8KT GOLD PLATED! WARRANTY! 
PROMOTIONAL LABORDA Y SPECIAL! LIMITED 
TIME OFFER! ORDER! CALL! (404)963-3USA, 

LOOKING FOR A TOOL? Over 500 U.S. tools. Lifetime War
ranty. Now order dirt.>ct for rock bottom prices! New catalog 
$2.00 (refundable). POST TOOLS, 40 Nelon, Silver Bay, MN 
55614. 

SPECIAL PURPOSE AMMUNITION: BEEHIVE, MULIT
PLEX tracers, bird bombs. Send $LOO for catalog to: HORI
ZONS UNLIMITED, 9208 Kingston Pike #195, Dept. AH, 
Knoxville, TN 37922. 

DISGUSTING JOKES! 101 Totally Gross. Only $3.00 Post
paid. Curtis Publishing, Box 209-S, Platteville, WI 53819. 

Learn how the"Big Boys" the ARBS - make BIG MONEY. If 
they can do it, you sure can. Invest only a fraction of the stocks 
price. MAKE MONEY if the stock goes up OR down. Send 
$4.25 to: SMS, P.O. Box 79183, Houston, TX 77279. 

POLICE EQUIPMENT 

SPECIAL PRICES SECOND CHANGE and other PO
LICE PRODUCTS: Criminal Justice/Security personnel 
only (verified)! Send long SASE for products listing or call 
(309)755-0551. Departmental Bid requests accepted. Police 
Officer owned/operated. ASLET MEMBER. FIRE
ARMS/SELF DEFENSE CONSULTANTS, BOX 873(AJ, 
East Moline, IL 61244. 

LAW ENFORCEMENT badge and patch collectors send $1 
for list or $8.00 for 12 monthly lists. Baird, Dept 4390, Box 
7638, Sunn_ymead, CA 92303. 

INVESTIGATION - SECURITY MONEYMAKING OP
PORTUNITIES: Beb>inners and professionals needed. News
letter/Directory $2.00."National License Guidebook" $14.95. 
POB 6303(AH), Corpus Christi, Texas 78466. 

Confidential catalog for police and investigation equipment. 
IPEC, Dept. 4390, P.O. Box 7638, Morcaso, Calif. 92303. 

BODY ARMOR SPECIALS PERSONAL- TACTICAL
MILITARY-Models. N.l.J. Approved Levels, IlA-Il- IlIA-lll
IV. "VERIFIABLE" Law Enforcement & Security Officers 
CALLN.P.O.S. INC.1-800-359-0861. 

AIMPOINT 
Continued ji'om page 44 

but since the adjustments were moved 
inside, they benefitted from slightly 
lighter mounts. 

Then, almost all at once, they began to 
shrink. The little Aimpoint I 000 was the 
first of the Amazing Shrinking Aimpoints 
and it still resides on my Model 41 bulls
eye .22. 

The Model 2000 was the next minia
turized Aimpoint and it quickly became 
the darling of NRA Action Shooters. It 
had a small, short tube which greatly 
reduced its weight, but it had a rather 
ungainly arrangement of battery compart
ment and rheostat that made it look like 
the Enterprise with one engine gone. 

New· Model 3000 
So what Aimpoint has done is com

bine the good features of both the I 000 
and 2000 models into the new Aimpoint 
3000. It has the tube of the 2000 and the 
battery compartment of the 1000. The 
result is a much more compact arrange
ment with the battery, rheostat and switch 
tucked neatly parallel with the tube. 

The rheostat of the new 3000 is a Mil
Spec part that looks just like the I 000's, 
but is actually, according to Kim Hendon 
of Aimpoint, a better quality part. The 
package looks much better and avoids 
some of the mounting problems that were 
encountered with the 2000's battery pod 
getting in the way. 

The Aimpoint 3000 comes complete 
with rings, polarizing filter and battery. 
The only other thing you need is a mount, 
and the standard rings fit Weaver style 
bases which seem to be standard for 
handgun mounts. The entire setup carries 
a suggested retail of $229, 

At the range the Aimpoint 3000 per
forms just like it should, I mounted it on a 
Bianchi Cup revolver, sighted it in, and 
shot a match, No, I didn't win but that 
wasn't the sight's fault. 

One criticism leveled at Aimpoints in 
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REAL ESTATE 

West Texas Beautiful Road frontage, one acre lots $895 total 
price. $25 down $25 per month. Five acres $3200 $39 down 
$39 monthly. Both with no interest. AZTLAN CO., 2313 Mon
tana, El Paso, TX 79903 915-532-5263. 

ATTENTION - GOVERNMENT HOMES from $1 (U-repair). 
ri~nct\1rg;~1ax property. Repossessions. !-602-838-8885 

MONTANA LAND from Bob Marshal Wilderness to the Cab
inet Mountains. 20 ac or more. Several border National Forest 
with Creeks and Ponds. Timber or Mountain Meadows from 
$399.00/acre. BEA VER CREEK LAND COMP ANY, PO Box 
1509, Noxon, Montana 59853, (406)847-242L 

SURVIVAL 

WANTED TO PURCHASE 

Inventions, Ideas, technology wanted by one of America's 
leading invention submis.5ion firms to be presented to indus
try. Call free 1-800-288-IDEA 

WANTED INDOOR RANGE, looking to relocate, interested 
in buying facility in eastern US. Send details: 11 Maple Ave, 
Hampton Bays, NY I 1946. 

general has been the fact that you can see 
a small hump in the tube where the diode 
is mounted. On the 3000 it's located at 
about 2 o'clock in the tube and appears as 
a black bump. 

Aimpoint's Revolution 
Aimpoint has addressed some of the 

problems that surfaced with the older 
2000 and made a better sight, but the 
thing that really amazes me is how quick
ly, and thoroughly, these gadgets have 
changed the way we shoot. 

At first they were viewed as weird 
gadgets that only an equipment nut could 
love. I don't completely disagree with 
that thought. The early Aimpoints were 
so heavy and bulky that they discouraged 
people from trying them. 

The real revolution began when the 
sights began to shrink, Where someone 
might have balked at adding a pound to 
the weight of their pistol, few complain 
about six or seven ounces. 

And, with the weight barrier broken, 
shooters discovered in droves how really 
useful this type of sight can be. As long 
as you can hold the red dot in the bulls
eye and avoid jerking the trigger, you're 
going to have a good shot. That, neigh
bors, is good news. 

New users of red-dot sights often 
complain that they can't hold the dot stilL 
They're right, nobody can hold it perfect
ly motionless. But you don't need to. 

What is happening is the floating dot, 
even though the sight itself has no magni
fication, appears to magnify your normal 
movement. With iron sights the same 
degree of movement is there, but it 
doesn't appear to be as great. 

The red dot really gets your attention 
and makes it appear as if you're wob
bling more. You have to train yourself, 
through practice and dry firing, to accept 
a certain amount of motion in the dot. 

When you do you'll be surprised to 
find, even though it's jumping like a 
crazed redbug, that the shots will still be 
just as good or better than llilllllM, 
with iron sights. "' 
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INDUSl'RY INSIDER 
CAMERON HOPKINS 

GLOCK WINS FIRSI' .40 S& W POLICE 
SALE, BUI' S& W GEl'S CHP CONl'RACI' 

T he on-again, off-again Beretta 
Model 92 slide is off again. We 
were the first gun magazine to 
report the Italian pistol's annoy

ing tendency of its slide breaking in half, 
but that problem seemed to have been 
resolved when the Army re-tested the 
Beretta against the Ruger P-85 and the 
S&W 5906 and the Beretta won again. 

But now the slide problem has resur
faced in the Navy. 

Lt. Cmdr. Joe Marlowe at the Navy 
Special Warfare Command headquarters 
said the elite Navy SEALs have deep
sixed the Beretta and switched to the SIG 
P-226, according to a report in the San 
Diego Tribune. 

"The reason: several SEALs were 
wounded by their Berettas when firing 
them in operational conditions," reported 
the Tribune. 

Marlowe said the SEALs would 
resume use of the Beretta M-9 "once the 
army works out the problems." 

The first police department to adopt 
the .40 S&W is the South Carolina State 
Police and the gun they chose is the 
Glock Model 22. The Model 22 is a full
size service pistol using the proven Glock 
9mm (Model 17) frame and a new "size 
40" slide. 

Second place for selling a .40 S&W 
goes to Smith & Wesson with a large 
batch of Model 4006's going to the Cali
fornia Highway Patrol. 

An Oklahoma holding company has 
bought Charter Arms. Manfacturing 
will continue in Connecticut, but assem
bly will be in the union-free Sooner state. 

In the fine spirit of Iran-Contra, the 
FBI has covered up the stink over its pur
chase of I 0mm Lite ammo from Federal 
that prompted a formal protest to the 
GAO from Winchester. 

The FBI paid $3 13 per l000 rounds to 
Federal versus $165.42 from Winchester. 
That resulted in a waste of $5.9 million of 
your tax dollars and Winchester rightfully 
demanded to know why their low bid was 
not accepted. 

According to an industry insider, the 
FBl coerced the maker of Silvertips into 
withdrawing its protest by some subtle 
arm-twisting- drop that protest now, if 
you ever want any more FBI business! 

Winchester's protest has been with
drawn. 

Dave Stanford, outgoing president of 
USPSA, has declared he will urge that 
IPSC rules be changed to declare 9mm 

Major and .38 Super as minor, period. 
Says Stanford, "I saw few alternatives 

other than to state that 9mm Luger would 
score in Minor class, as would .38 Super 
with less than 150 gr. bullets." 

Far be it for the firearms bureaucracy to 
know anything about guns! I know it's 
asking a lot for a federal bureaucracy to 
know what it's doing, but the BATF is 
outclassing itself this time. Among the 
BATF's computer records of confiscated 
firearms are these gems: .30-'06 revolvers, 
12 gauge pistols .. 25 ACP shotguns and 
.25, .28, .223 and .308 caliber revolvers. 

The Army MTU (Marksmanship 
Training Unit) will be fielding an "Action 
Team" in 1991 to compete in the Bianchi 
Cup, Steel Challenge, The Masters and 

John French, California gunsmith 
extraordinaire, is the new chief of 
revolver development at the S&W 
Performance Center. 

various lPSC matches. Long known for 
their domination of international and con
ventional bullseye matches, the US ser
vice team will have to prove itself in the 
action disciplines. 

Pistolsmith John French, whose sensa
tional '·Buff Buster" conversion of a Ruger 
Redhawk was featured on our Sept/Oct 
1988 cover, has been hired by the Smith & 
Wesson Performance Center. 

John will be in charge of custom 
revolver development and will' work with 
noted gunsmith Paul Liebenberg, who is 
the Chief Engineer of the S& WPC. 

The Performance Center is taking 

orders now. For information. write S&W 
PC at 2100 Roosevelt Ave .. Springfield, 
MA 01102. 

It looks like Dan Wesson is finally 
shipping their PPC and Bianchi Cup 
'·custom" revolvers. These slab-sided. 
bull-barreled, four-pound monstrosities 
have got to have the stiffest damn trigger 
pulls of any so-called ··competition" guns 
I've ever had the displeasure to tug on. 

For close to $ 1.000 a crack, you·d 
think "the other Wesson" could put a 
decent DA trigger on them, but apparent
ly not. 

My advice: buy a used Model I 0 
Smith and send it to Ron Power or any of 
the leading revolversmiths. For roughly 
the same money, you'll get a real custom 
gun with a vastly superior action than 
those Dan Wesson crunch-n-yanks. 

Predictably, when the new Colt's 
Mfg. Co. bought Colt Firearms from Colt 
Industries the new owners fired the com
pany's old president. There·s nothing 
wrong with installing your own man 
when you buy a company, and the deci
sion was no reflection upon the signifi
cant accomplishments of that bum they 
threw out. 

He didn't draw unemployment for 
long. Gary French, the former Colt chief 
executive, is now the president of Sturm, 
Ruger and Co. Mr. French left behind an 
outstanding record with Colt and it is not 
surprising that hi considerable talents 
were acquired by Ruger. 

In case you 're wondering why an out
sider took the top spot in a family-owned 
business, an insider says that Wm. B. 
Ruger's sons, Tom and Bill Jr., both 
declined the job. Good luck, Gary, it 
sounds like these guys might know some
thing you don't! 

Meanwhile, back on his old stomping 
grounds, Colt is moving baldy forward. 
The Hartford gunmaker signed top 
ranked IPSC shooter Jerry Barnhart to the 
new Team Colt. 

Also, Colt says their new .44 Magnum 
Anaconda should be available early this 
fall. The rampant colt might soon be 
dancing on another new model, a double
action 9mm (.40 S&W?) that is slated to 
be announced at the 1991 SHOT Show. 

Olympic pistol shooting gold 
medallist Sorin Babii of Rumania 
fought against loyalist troops in the 
streets of Bucharest during the suc
cessful coup cf" eta/ against dictator 
Nicolae Ceausescu. 

The champion pistol shot stationed 
himself alongside Olympic rapid fire gold 
medallist Corneliu Ion and conducted 
counter-sniper action to support the free
dom fighters who toppled the Ceausescu 
regime. 

Stick that in your pipe, Sarah Brady. 
What you and the other gun grabber, at 
Handgun Control Inc. can ·r seem to grasp 
is something Mr. Babii and Mr. Ion will 
never forget- an armed ..... 
society is a free society. " 
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No other firearms manufacturer can match the winning tradition and legendary quality of Springfield Armory's gold medal family of pistols. 

1911-A1 PISlOL .38 Super and .45 ACP are also available, and dual extractors make 
It's a winner by any definition. The Springfield 1911-A1 is the interchangability of calibers a reality. The Springfield OMEGA. It's 
choice of the world's top action shooters, including 1988 World the "Perfect Ten". 
and National Champion Rob Leatham. Winners choose winners, NEW! 1911-A2 S.A.S.S. 
and the Springfield 1911-A1 is "The Winners' Choice". Springfield's patented design for an affordable, single shot tack 
NEW! P9 DOUBLE ACTION PISlOL driver is the perfect choice for hunting or IHMSA shooting. With 
Springfield's P9 is an exact double of the famed Czech CZ-75. With interchangeable barrels in eight different calibers and two different 
a high capacity sixteen-round magazine, slim profile grips, and a lengths, S.A.S.S. is the epitome of versatility. From steel rams to big 
selective double/single action that allows it to be carried "cocked horn sheep, S.A.S.S. is the perfect choice-all in one shot. 
and locked", the P9 is "the best of the best". There's even a 
standard and a compact size. Want to be a winner at the 9mm 

See the complete line of Springfield Armory's firearms, including 
the M1A, SAR-48, and SAR-3 rifles, at any Authorized Springfield 
Retailer. Or, send $3 for our 1989 four-color thirty-six page catalog. game? Say "Czechmate", and the game is yours. 

OMEGA 10MM PISlOL 
The Springfield OMEGA was the first production pistol capable of 
effectively handling high performance 10mm ammunition. Optional 

No other manufacturer can match 
Springfiold's generous across-the
board warranty and service after 
!he sale. As,. you, Authonllld Spring
field Retailer for details. 

safely and instruction manuals available form Spnngfleld Armory. Always wear eye and • 
ear protection when using any firearms. Use only factory recommended ammumlion. 

The Oldest Name In American Firearms 
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Smaller. Slimmer. Safer. Smoother. 

The New Compact 9mm's from· Smith&Wesson 
Any Way You Look at Them--They're Better 
You're looking for a compact 9mm--but don't 

want to compromise capacity and features for 
the sake of size and weight. With the new 
Smith & Wesson compact models 3913 and 3914, 
you don't have to. These pistols pack a full eight
plus-one rounds, and are clearly ... 

Smaller than all major 9mm compacts on the 
market today. In short, you get 9mm power in a 
. 380-sized package. 

Slimmer than every other 9mm compact 
available from the slide to the grip girth. 

Safer than any other make--our unique three
safety system makes these the safest compacts 
you can own. 

Smoother than other models. You'll see it in 
the smooth rounded edges, bobbed hammer--and 
in the consistently smooth trigger pull that's en
sured by our proprietary trigger pull monitor. 

The new compacts from Smith & Wesson. 
Available in blue or stainless. With the quality-
and exceptionally reliable function--you expect 
from a Third Generation pistol. Made in America 
and protected by our Lifetime Service Policy . 

And they're available now at your 
Smith & Wesson dealer. 

~ Smith&Wesson ~ SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS 01102 
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