




All responsible firearms owners practice basic firearms 
safety. 

Thoroughly read and understand the users manual that is 
supplied with your firearm. Never use any firearm unless you 
can completely understand its operation and safety features. 
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Photo by lchiro Nagata. 
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Train like the champions 
What do shooters like Rob Leatham, 

Jerry Barnhart, Brian Enos, Mike Plaxco, 
John Pride, Chip McCormick and a host of 
other champions have in common, besides 
winning a pistol match or two? They all train 
with PACT Championship Timers. Now let's 
face it, these guys can have any timer they 
want. So maybe there's a reason why they 
choose PACT, over all others, for their vital 
practice sessions. 

Why train with a PACT timer? 
You spent a small fortune buying the best 

gun you can afford, and you've got all the trick 
goodies. From your magic holster to your 
Shooting Star mags you are READY! There's 
only one thing that stands between you and 
the local hot shot; skill at arms. And as you 
know, you can't buy it (not that we don't try) 
you've got to work for it, you are going to have 
to practice. 

Before you start burning the ammo you 
just cranked off of your Dillon stop and ask 
yourself, "What am I trying to do?" If you are 
going to improve you've got to keep track of 
the two elements of marksmanship that you 
are striving to master: accuracy and speed. 
Would you consider practicing without a 
target? Of course not, because without a 
target you have no measure of your accuracy. 
By the same token, without a PACT Timer, 
you have no accurate measurement of your 
speed and no way to tell if a given technique 
is helping or hindering your progress. 

#07 1.03 
FIND SHOT: 

Advanced display 
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The PACT MKIII features an advanced 
32 character display instead of the four digit 
display commonly found on other timers and 
cheap alarm clocks (sorry guys, but facts are 

TRAIN WITH 
THE BEST 

facts). This display allows the MKIII to display 
all of the information about a given shot (shot 
number, split time, total time) at a glance and 
eliminates the hassle of having to "toggle" 
back and forth between functions in order to 
review your shot string. 

A few of our features 
* A buzzer that's loud enough to hear with 
your earphones on 
*999.99 second time limit 
* Automatic Comstock function 
*Lap function 
* Advanced training functions allow simulation 
of complex courses of fire. 
*Two stop plate inputs. Man vs Man mode 
gives both shooters total times, who won and 
margin of victory. 
* Auxlllary output drives relay for horns, 
lights, moving targets, etc. 

$69.95 CHRONOGRAPH 
Have us install the $69.95 CHRONO

MOD (New MS skyscreens Included) in your 
MKIII, to enable it to double as the best por
table chronograph on the market. When 
operated as a chronograph, the MKIII per
forms all of the functions of the PACT Preci
sion Chronograph. In addition the MKIII will 
automatically calculate the power factor of 
each round fired. 

Printer 
Every MKIII is equipped with a Print 

Driver which (when combined with the 
optional Hewlett Packard printer) allows it to 
provide you with a permanent record of each 
string you fire. This is a great way to keep 
track of your progress. 

30 DAY MONEY BACK Guarantee 
We designed the MKIII, we build it and 

we sell it factory direct to you. We take full 
responsibility for your satisfaction. If you are 
not 1000/o satisfied with any PACT Product, 
return it to us undamaged (no fair driving over 
it) within 30 days, and we'll refund your 
money. That's our promise and you can de
pend on it. 

Lifetime Warranty 
The MKIII features a real simple repair 
policy. If it breaks due to a defective part or 
faulty workmanship we'll fix it free. If you 
break if (people really have driven over them, 
ask Mickey Fowler) we'll fix it for cost. No 
hassles and no questions asked. 

Order today 

TOLL FREE ... 800 722-8462 
(in Texas 214-641-0049) 

FAX 214-641-2641 

By Phone: We are happy to answer your 
questions and take your order. We accept 
VISA, MC and COD orders.* 

PACT MKIII. ................ . $299.95 
CH AONO-MOD 

w/MS Skyscreens ......... $ 69.95 
Carrying Case for Timer ....... $ 16.95 
Skyscreen Bracket 

(optional but nice) ......... $ 24.95 
Battery Powered Printer ........ $125.00 
Extra Printer Paper (6 rolls) ..... $ 12.00 
Extra MS Skyscreen ............ $45 pr 
Skyscreen Housings ..... $5 ea 4/$17.50 

*Shipping & Insurance $5.50 UPS 
Ground/$10 UPS 2nd Air. Extra shipping 
for bracket (separate package) $3 ground/ 
$6 2nd day air. Bank service charge 
VISA/MC. COD fee $2.75. Texas 
residents add appropriate sales tax. 

Brochure Available 

P.O. Box 535025 
Grand Prairie, TX 75053 

PACT, Model 1 and MK5 Professional Skyscreens are Trademarks of Practical Applied Computer Technology, Inc. 
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Wherever you find yourself, it's comforting to find Bianchi's 

Sting by your side. The Sting. Lightweight concealment in 
soft padded glove leather with a new smooth-releasing spring 
action. All in Bianchi's classic ambidextrous design. 

For over 30 years, Bianchi Intematio!}al has crafted 
holsters for professionals. People who rely 
on quality as if their lives depend on it. 

When you're ready to make your move, 
make it with Bianchi. It's more than 
just a name. It's the choice of 
professionals the world over. 

Get your current, full-color Bianchi Catalog by sending $3 to Bianchi International, or get one 
FREE from your nearest authorized dealer - over 3,0<XJ worldwide. 

Bianchi International 100 CalleCortez, Dept. AH Temecula, CA 92390 
Toll-Free (800) 477-8545, In Hawaii and Alaska (714) 676-5621 

TLX 288553 BNCI UR 

I 

illll■IEI 
GEORGE E. von ROSEN 
PUBLISHER 
CAMERON HOPKINS 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

BRUCE EDWARDS 
ASSISTANT EDITOR 

JOHN HART 
GRAPHIC DESIGN 

RENEE NUKALA 
ADVERTISING PRODUCTION MANAGER 

CASEY CLIFFORD 
ADVERTISING SALES 
JEROME RAKUSAN 
EDITORIAL DIRECTOR EMERITUS 

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 
ICHIRO NAGATA 
PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR 

NYLE LEATHAM 
PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR 

JOHN TAFFIN 
FIELD EDITOR 

MASSAD AYOOB 
LAW ENFORCEMENT EDITOR 

FRANK JAMES 
HANDLOADING EDITOR 

DAVE ANDERSON 
PRACTICAL SHOOTING EDITOR 

J.D. JONES 
HUNTING EDITOR 

WAYNE LAPIERRE 
LEGISLATION EDITOR 

JOHN LAWSON 
PISTOLSMITHING EDITOR 

JAMES E. FENDER 
SPECIAL PROJECTS EDITOR 

WILFRID WARD 
EUROPEAN CORRESPONDENT 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 
SUBSCRIPTION ................... (619) 297-8032 
EDITORIAL... ....................... (619) 297-5352 
DISPLAY ADVERTISING ....... (619) 297-8520 
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING .. (619) 297-8525 

NATIONAL ADVERTISING: 
591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, 
San Dieg_o, CA 92108 (619) 297-8520 
Telex 695-478, Cable VONROSEN SDG 
Fax: (619) 297-5353 

EAST COAST ADVERTISING: 
Buchmayr Associates, 
137 Rowayton Ave., #210, 
Rowayton, CT 06853 (203) 855-8834 

WARNING: firearms are dangerous if used 
improperly, and may cause serious injury 
or death. Due to the inherent variables in 
the reloading of metallic cartridges, verify 
all published loads with manufacturer's 
data. Consult a professional gunsmith when 
modifying any firearm. Be a safe shooter! 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER • MAY /JUNE 1991 



SPEAK OUI' 

But Can You Eat Them? 
Since I read American Handgunner 

front to back ( or is it back to front?) and 
find Speak Out very pleasing, I thought I 
would send something to you about "bot
tomfeeders of society." 

It's a Bill To Regulate The Hunting 
And Harvesting Of Attorneys. By the 
way, I'm sure as hell not a lawyer. 

Bill Roy 
Oakland, Calif. 

Game Regulations: Hunting And 
Harvesting Of Lawyers 

372.01 Any person with a valid state 
rodent hunting license may also hunt and 
harvest attorneys. 

372.02 Taking of attorneys with traps or 
deadfalls is permitted. The use of United 
States currency as bait, however, is pro
hibited. 

372.03 The willful killing of attorneys 
with a motor vehicle is prohibited unless 
such vehicle is an ambulance being driv
en in reverse. If an attorney is accidental-

ly struck by a motor vehicle, the dead 
attorney should be removed to the road
side and the vehicle should proceed to the 
nearest car wash. 

372.04 It is unlawful to shout 
"Whiplash!", "Ambulance!", or "Free 
Scotch!" for the purpose of trapping 
attorneys. 

372.05 It is unlawful to hunt attorneys 
within 100 yards of BMW, Porsche or 
Mercedes dealerships, except on 
Wednesday afternoons. 

372.06 If an attorney gains elective 
office, it is not necessary to have a license 
to hunt, trap or possess same. 

372.07 It is unlawful for a hunter to wear 
a disguise as a reporter, accident victim, 
physician, chiropractor or tax accountant 
for the purpose of hunting attorneys. 

372.08 Bag limits: 
Yellow Bellied Sidewinders 2 
Two-Faced Tortfeasors 1 
Back-Stabbing Divorcers 3 

Hom-Rimmed Cutthroats 2 
Honest Attorneys PROTECTED 

(endangered species) 

Vive La French! 
I have just read the article on the 

Smith & Wesson Performance Center 
(Jan/Feb '91) and would like to share 
with other readers my experience with 
John French, head of revolver work at the 
S&WPC. 

Approximately two years ago, I had 
three S&W revolvers customized by a 
very well known revolversmith. After 
receiving these three guns, I was very dis
appointed with the quality of the work and 
a S&W 25-2 was sent back three times 
and still was not done to my satisfaction. 

My phone calls to rectify the situation 
were to no avail. In an attempt to find a 
gunsmith that could straighten out some
one else's work, I recalled reading an arti
cle by Mickey Fowler in the American 
Handgunner on John French and his 
"Buff Buster" .44 Magnum. 

I then contacted John at his Third 
Stone Gunworks in California and he 
agreed to look at the revolvers. When I 
received them back I was amazed at the 
work John had done. The quality was 
nothing short of perfection. I was so 
impressed that I sent him back a new 
625-2 and received back a work of art, 
perfect in every detail. 

After having several revolvers worked 

The Worlds First 3X-9X variable 
Handgun Scope NON-From Burris 

Now; the most popular 
power range among rifle shooters is available 
to handgunners. The optical system is 
designed to produce a shorter, more compact 
scope without sacrificing either field-of-view or 
eye relief. Our 3X-9X LER features a one piece, 
super hard anodized outer body tube; 
Fogproof, nitrogen filled, "O" ring sealed; Steel
on-steel click adjustments; Solid brass zoom 
system; Magnum proof construction; A written 
lifetime warranty; and a 100% made in the 
U.S.A. product. Whether you are hunting 
game or testing loads, the new 3X-9X has the 
perfect power selection. Three models to 
choose from, including one with parallax 
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adjustment 
that covers ranges 
from 25 yards to infinity. 

The new 3X-9X 
Variable Handgun Scope 
is available today at an 
authorized Burris dealer near 
you. For a copy of our catalog and a Burris 
embroidered patch send $1.00 to: PO. Box 
1 7 4 7, Dept. C 1 , Greeley, CO 80632 (303) 
356-1670. 
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on by many "big name" revolversmiths, I 
can honestly say that John French's work 
is second to none. He strives to please his 
customer in every respect and spare noth
ing in reliability and beauty. Anyone who 
wishes to own a revolver which is as 
close to perfection as it can be should 
contact John at the Smith & Wesson Per
formance Center. 

Ben Heskett 
Lincoln, Neb. 

Customized Taurus? 
Your magazine is an important source 

of information to me and many others. I 
have learned much from your informative 
articles. I have but one bone to pick with 
you. 

Your articles on custom guns and gun
smithing only feature the major manufac
turers: S&W, Colt and Ruger. As an 
owner of other brand guns, it would be 
nice to see articles on pistolsmiths who 
work on custom features for Taurus, 
Rossi and CZ clones. 

Not all of us can afford the Big Name 
Brand, but we still want the best from 
what we own. Please give us owners of 
the other brands as much as you do the 
Big Three. 

Craig R. Kelley 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Befuddled Gunwriters 
I wonder sometimes if gunwriters stay 

awake at night with the express purpose 
of concocting outrageous theories to 
befuddle readers and stimulate magazine 
circulation. This seems to be the case 
with Massad Ayoob in his Cop Talk col
umn of Jan/Feb 1991. 

Ayoob cites five shooting incidents 
involving full-power 10mm Auto loads 
and then suggests that the 10mm has 
inadequate stopping power. In four of the 
five incidents the recipient of the 10mm 
lead was killed or immobilized. In one 
incident the victim was hit in the shoulder 
and was not seriously disabled. 

While the performance of the I 0mm 
ammunition may not have been ideal, one 
can hardly malign the round (either in its 
full-power load or FBI "Lite" form) as 
feeble. 

It would seem that Mr. Ayoob's defini
tion of adequate stopping power would 
guarantee immediate one-shot stops. This 
is a laudable standard of performance. 
Unfortunately, handguns chambered in 
practical calibers are not capable of such 
performance. 

When seeking a one-shot stop, it is 
best to grab a high-power rifle, preferably 
a magnum one. Even then, the shooter 
will select an appropriate cartridge, strive 
for perfect bullet placement and prepare 
for a follow-up shot. 

Surely any person who makes a living 
writing about and teaching handguns is 
aware of their inherent limitations. So 
why should Mr. Ayoob expect rifle-like 

Continued on page 12 
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THIRTY DAY RETURN 
ASSURANCE POLICY 

If you wish to return any 
Franklin Mint purchase, you 
may do so within 30 days of 

your receipt of that purchase 
for replacement, credit 

or refund. 

Sterling Silver and Turquoise. A Ring by Ben Nighthorse. 
The Franklin Mint 
Special Order Dept.· Franklin Center, PA 19091 
Send me Firebird, the sterling silver and turquoise 
man's ring by Ben Nighthorse. 

No payment is required now. Bill me in five equal 
monthly installments of $55.* each, with the first pay
ment due prior to shipment. *Plus my state sales tax and 

a one-lime charge of $3.for shipping and handling. 

SIGNATURE 
All ORDERS ARE SUBJECT TO ACCEPTANCE. 

Solid sterling silver 
set with bold turquoise. 

Please mail by June 30, 1991. 
MR/MRS/MISS ______ _ 

PLEASE PRJNT CLEARLY. 

ADDRf.SS, ________________ _ 

Cm _________ _ 

STATE/ZIP _______________ _ 
12860-443 

To assure a proper fit, a ring sizer will be sent to you prior to shipment 
of your ring. 

@1991 FM 



Inside every issue is information for 
today's shooter. 

Whether it's uncovering the "buyer 
beware" facts on a new gun or finding 
self-defense tips that could save your 
life - you'll get uncompromised news in 
every issue of Guns. 

✓ HANDGUNS 
✓ RIFLES 

Imagine a rifle without a barrel, or 
a holster without a handgun. 

Functional, maybe. But as a real 
shooter, you want more. 

That's why you need Guns 
Magazine. 

✓ CUSTOM GUNS 
✓ HANDLOADING 
✓ NEW PRODUCTS 
✓ AND MORE! 

The best way to make sure you get Guns all year, is 
to subscribe. You'll discover that each issue is loaded 
with news that will help you enjoy your guns more. 

And you'll save money too! A one year subscription 
to Guns costs about $15 less than buying it at the 

newsstand every month. 

If you're a serious shooter, you 
seriously need Guns. Make it a regular 
part of your shooting gear. Start your 
subscription today. 

Complete and return the card attached or write to 
Guns, P.O. Box 85201, San Diego, CA 92138 



The new 
XTP™ 

outperf onned six reputed stopper pistol bullets. 

Recent tests pitted 
six of our competitor's bullets 
head-to-head with our new XTP™ 
pistol bullet. The results were 
astonishing. 

AU seven brands were shot, at 
numerous velocities, into both wax 
and water. Some performed ade
quately in one medium, but failed 
miserably in the other. Several 
brands failed to expand at all at 
low velocities; and others, which did 

expand well at low velocities, invari
ably over-expanded and broke apart 
at the higher velocities. 

Just one bullet, the new Homady 
XTP, consistently expanded with 
control and held together in both the 

country. Perhaps its time you put the 
XTP to your test. Get a box from your 
local Homady dealer today. 

wax and water tests. cll:if·:x 
XTP bullets are .,_,,_..._,,... ............. ·--·---· 

currently being put 
to the ultimate test -
by law enforcement 
officers across the 

Heres the 
Return the coupon below to get the 
Pistol Bullet Research and Testing 
Results. Include two dollars and 
we'll also send you a new Hornady 
Catalog and Bullet Chart. 

Send for your free copy of the bullet testing results. -------------------------, 
I 
I 
I 

Name 

Address 

City State 

Zip 

I use my handgun for: 

D self-defense D hunting 

D competitive shooting D recreational/ 
plinking 

(check all that apply) 

OUR REPUTATION RIDES ON EVERY SHOT o:r:n.ady 
Hornady Mfg. Co., Dept. AG2051 Box 1848, Grand Island, NE 68802-1848 L __________________________________________________________________________________________________ ...J 

Mail this coupon to: Hornady Manufacturing Co., Dept. AG2051 Box 1848, Grand Island, NE 68802-1848, or call toll-free 1-800-338-3220 



Continued from page 8 

performance from a handgun? Perhaps he 
is intentionally tormenting AH readers or, 
heaven forbid, he is associating with too 
many other gunwriters. 

Steve Fillerup 
San Juan, Puerto Rico 

Ayoob Saves Lives 
Each so-called "perfect" defensive 

handgun cartridge was developed by a lot 
of trial and error. Unfortunately, some 
people have died during that trial and 
error stage. 

Fortunately, Massad Ayoob and others 
are quick to mention problems with a cer-

12 

tain "perfect" defensive handgun car
tridge and, in so doing, help to save lives 
by bringing the problems to light. 

Don't, however, sell the lOmm short. 
(No pun intended.) It may have been her
alded as the defensive round for all-time, 
but if your readers are serious subscribers 
and handgunners, they already know that 
no defensive handgun cartridge is "per
fect." The 10mm needs more development. 

Officer Ted Kolodziej #523 
Departmental Armorer 

Willowbrook PD 
Willowbrook, Ill. 

.405&WHoax 
Okay, you guys. Every gunwriter in the 

US has had a chance to collect at least one 
paycheck from the .40 S&W. Now it's 
time to fess up and admit it's all been a big 
hoax. No one could possibly believe all 
the hogwash that's been written about it. 

I believe it was Jeff Cooper who said 
that you first select the best round for the 
job, then buy the best launching platform 
for that round. In the case of the .40 
S&W, we're selecting the most comfy lit
tle launching platform, then shoehorning 
in the biggest round that will fit. We end 
up with a compromise. 

Even the FBI seems to have concluded 
that you have to push the 180 grain bullet 
to nearly I ,000 fps for adequate perfor
mance. To get this from a .40 S&W, 
you're pushing the ragged edge. This was 
the same reason the Feds decided against 
the 9mm and .45 ACP- they're already 
at their performance limit. 

Winchester certifies that their 180 
grain .40 S&W load at about 950 fps is 
tested at 30,000 psi, comfortably below 
the 35,700 psi SAAM/ maximum pres
sure ceiling for the .40 S& W. Editor. 

All of the real-life statistics (Marshall, 
Ayoob) show that the all-time best stop
per is the 125 grain .357 Magnum at 
about 1,450 fps. The only way to dupli
cate these ballistics in a rimless auto 
round is in some variation of the lOmm! 

Yea, yea, I know. It's just too much 
recoil to handle. The same gunwriters 
who have no trouble shooting the hot 
.357, .41 and .44 Magnums suddenly turn 
into wimps when they pick up a lOmm? 
Our average cops are too wimpy or too 
lazy to learn to shoot any round that will 
get the job done without using 15 shots. 

That's the same kind of thinking that 
got our M-14 battle rifles taken away in 
Vietnam and gave us the "plastic fantas
tic." We Americans just don't have the 
gumption that our ancestors had ... bull! 

Any cop that would go on the street 
without having a weapon that he knew, 
without a doubt, was capable of doing the 
job, if he did his job, has more guts than 
brains. The police administration that sent 
him there should be turned out unarmed 
in Harlem at midnight. 

Don't get me wrong, I don't blame 
S&W. They're just selling the pablum 
that our milquetoast officials want to buy. 
But you guys know better. 

Don't stampede into sending our finest 
out with two strikes against them. They 
have enough problems with the courts on 
the side of the strcctrats and scumbag 
lawyers trying to put them in jail every 
time they sneeze wrong. 

Earl F. Hawkes 
Pt. Mugu, Calif. 

(Scumbag lawyers? Isn't that redun
dant? Editor) 

.40 5& W Hoax, Part II 
The .40 S& W cartridge has generated 

an enormous amount of excitement. 
Unfortunately, when the gunwriter

Continued on page 15 
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Badge shown 
actual size. 

The Franklin Mint 
Franklin Center, Pennsylvania 19091 

'---.::;:.~~..:.--~~ Please send me these 12 Official Badges 
of the Great Western Lawmen at the 

rate of one every other month. 
I need send no payment now. I will 

be billed in 2 equal monthly installments of 
$27.50* each, beginning when my first badge is 
ready to be sent. There is no additional charge 
for the display case crafted of hardwood and 
glass. *Plus my state sates~ and a 

total qf SJ.95 shipping and handling for each badge. 

The Official Collection of the Badges that Won the West. 

SIGNATURE __ 

MR/MRS/MISS· ____ ~.~«=.,~,.=.,=.,~,="="~"----

ADDRESS 

CITY/STATE/ZIP 

THIRTY-DAY RETURN ASSURANCE POLICY 

85174-134 

If you wish to return any Franklin Mint purchase, you may do so within 30 
days of your receipt of that purchase for replacement, credit or refund. 



Speed - Power Accuracy 
Engineered far the professional 

Safari Arms guarantees accuracy of all barrels to 1-1/2" groups at 50'. 
Tolerance on our barrel lands is held to fifty-millionths of an inch (.000050). 
Dealer and law enforcement inquiries welcome. Call (206) 459-7940 for 
catalog. 
Safari Arms Inc. • 624 Old Pacific Highway SE • Olympia, WA 98503 

Telephone (206) 456-3471 • FAX: (206) 491-3447 



Continued from page 12 

induced hype is swept aside, very little 
substance remains. This round is 
unproven and possibly under-powered. 

Anyone remembering the RII expecta
tions and real-world performance of the 
9mm in its FMJ configuration should be 
skeptical of the latest "wonder bullet." 
J.D. Jones, Evan Marshall and Massad 
Ayoob are to be commended for their 
refusal to jump onto this mindless band
wagon. 

Also, the .40 S&W and the .41 Action 
Express are often compared as "ballistic 
equivalents." However, load data on these 
cartridges (including AH's Ta/fin Tests) 
indicates that the .41 AE, with more pow
der capacity, is capable of higher veloci
ties with heavier bullets. 

As for bullet launching platforms, the 
Jericho 941 is solidly built with quality 
that far surpasses anything sold by Smith 
& Wesson in recent memory. Those who 
insist on an unproven middle-of-the-road 
cartridge and weapon combination should 
be well served with the .40 S& W. 

Ronald L. Barnes 
Aledo, Texas 

J.D. Jones To Head FBI? 
After a long hiatus, I picked up the 

Jan/Feb '91 issue of American Handgun
ner because of Mr. Ayoob 's article on 
10mm shootings. Although I am sure he 
is aware that a sample of five is meaning
less, it was still a good, informative piece 

That'd show them 
crooks that G-men 

ain't wimps! 

typical of his best output. 
Then there was Mr. J.D. Jones' col

umn which detailed his rigorous and 
exhaustive test of the .40 S&W which, in 
the likely event that you publish his stuff 
without reading it, was to fire one round 
into the dirt. 

people so much. 
John 0. Stewart 

Denver, Colo. 

Major 9 Passes Test 
Before I come to this issue I would 

like to point out my interest and involve
ment in Major 9 and the qualifications of 
the developers. 

I am sponsored by Pro-Gun Services 
based in Birmingham. The proprietor is 
Gary Clark, former Proof Master at the 
Birmingham Proof House. 

I represented England at the last IPSC 
World Championships held in Adelaide 
and I am Master Grade shooter. 

Gary Clark made my first Major 9 pis
tol back in November '87 and I started to 
use Major 9 in competition in February 
'88. The first loads used Blue Dot and 
were well inside CIP service pressure. 

All the loads we have used for competi
tion have been within the service pressure 
limits laid down by our proof houses and 
CIP. Back in September '88 pressure tests 
were witnessed by the editor of Target Gun 
(UK magazine) who was only then pre
pared to go to press on the development. 

After all this work to do it right, we 
were dismayed when we heard in July 
'90, that USPSA intended to effectively 
ban Major 9 in competition. We informed 
IPSC and the USPSA of all our results 
including official proof house reports. 

We were privileged to see a draft copy 
of the intended Resolution and were 
pleased to see that if we provided clear 
and convincing, verifiable evidence the 
USPSA Board of Directors would proba- . 
bly have to drop the issue. 

Well, we certainly provided the evi
dence but the people concerned went 
ahead and imposed the resolution on the 
members of USPSA. 

They hid behind SAAM! despite the 
fact that manufacturers, including Colt, 
accept CIP pressures as being safe in 
their guns. The loads referred to in con
sidering the ban were over SAAM! pres
sures and most probably way above CIP 
service pressure. 

The course of action should have been 
to pull ammo from competitions on the 
Unsafe Ammo Rule (most of us could 
overload almost any caliber). 

I had an opportunity to talk with Dave 
Stanford (USPSA president) at the recent 
World Championships. Dave took 50 
rounds of my competition ammo to have 
tested under SAAM! specifications. 

These loads used a quantity of 3N37 
(a Finish Powder). This load makes a fac
tor of around 180 through one of Gary's 
comp guns. The interesting point, as con
firmed by a communication from Dave 
Stanford, is that they do make factor 
within the safe limits laid down by 
SAAM!. 

Another point is that out of all the 
loads we have ever used to make factor, 
the 3N37 loads give us the highest pres
sures. The reason we changed from Blue 
Dot was because it was batch sensitive 
requiring frequent chronographing. The 
magic powder scenario doesn't exist. 

I hope enough pressure can be brought 
to bear on those who have the authority to 
lift the current ban on Major 9 by your 
readers. 

The other issue to arise out of this 
"concern for safety" is the minimum cal
iber rule for major to be adopted in Jan
uary, 1993. We now know that there is 
not a problem in loading 9xl9 to make 
factor, so why not drop this proposal to 
adopt the .40 calibre rule? 

Our first competition at Palmers Cross 
in January saw the destruction of a .40 
caliber Glock. I hear that it was very 
spectacular and luckily no one was hurt. 
Six quality over-loads were used in this 
destruction. I wonder if .40 S& W will be 
banned! 

Mark Derbyshire 
UKPSA 1706 

England 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER welcomes letters to 
the editor for the Speak Out column. Letters 
should be typewritten, but legible handwriting is 
acceptable. Letters must be less than 350 words. 
We reserve the right lo edit all published letters 
for clarity and length. Send your letters to Speak 
Out, American Handgunner, 591 Camino de la 
Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92675. 

If Mr. Jones is important to your 
magazine, I suggest you keep this sort 
of thing out of his column and ensure 
he sticks to hunting issues. If the FBI 
were to see it, I am certain they would 
fire all their firearms people and hire 
Mr. Jones away at three times his pre
sent salary. 

WORLD CLASS PISTOLS, IT'S ALL IN THE NAME 

Oh, where was he when the Bureau 
was testing the l0mm? Maybe he could 
convince them to adopt the T/C Con
tender in .588 JDJ- that'd show them 
crooks that G-men ain't wimps! 

As for all the FBI's 10mm pistols, 
they could pass them out on the streets. 
You know, like the clean needles pro
gram designed to prevent the spread of 
AIDS. Since the 10mm is so puny, 
maybe the bad guys would stop hurting 
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George Huening 
American Handgunner 
Club 100 Pistolsmith 

WORLD CLASS PISTOLS 
P.O. Box 288 
Brownsburg, IN 46112 
(317) 852-0013 
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SUPERIOR PERFORMANCE 
& EXCELLENT VALUE 

FOR TODAY'S 
COMPETITIVE SHOOTER! 

$209.90 
I+ $3. 75 S&H - $3.30 COD) 

(gun not included) 

QUADRA-COMP /I'm 
There's no doubt about - the shooting sports 

are more popular than ever. And so is the 
QUADRA-COMP II! Our customers have learn
ed that the "Big Names" don't always produce 
the better product. Most people are surprised at 
how accurate our system is, and how well our 
compensator works. We're not surprised! 

The QUADRA-COMP II is specially 
engineered to be user-installable, user
adjustable for zero-clearance lock-up, profes
sional quality accuracy and compensator effec
tiveness. To prove it, we guarantee that the 
QUADRA-COMP II will produce better results 
than any other drop-in Barrel/Comp. system on 
the market! 

$209.90 buys you everything you need to 
get your gun into the game. Kit includes Match 
Quality Stainless Steel Bull Barrel with button
rifling, hand polished feed ramp, special link lug 
design, and "Power Pivot Band"; patented 
Adjustable QL-II Stainless Slide Stop; Dual 
Volume Gas jet Compensator in blue or 
stainless; and captive variable rate buffered 
Recoil System (WOLFF spring). Extended slide 
stop $4. 95 extra. Variety of calibers available. 

For complete details on the QUADRA-COMP 
II send $1.00, or give us a call. We'll be happy 
to talk to you about our products. Dealer pricing 
available upon request. 

CENTAUR SYSTEMS, INC. 
P.O. Box 1613 
Bemidji, MN 56601-1613 

(218) 751-8609 ~~ 
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INSIGHTS INl'O IPSC 
DAVE ANDERSON 

ACCURACY IN A COMBAT PISTOL CAN 
BE GOOD WITH THE RIGHT FORMULA 

T
wenty years ago there were 
autopistols that would shoot into 
2" at 50 yards, autos that were 
reliable, and autos that would han

dle full power loads, but not many that 
would do all three. 

Recently I was using a Ransom Rest 
to test some match loads in my Super (a 
Wilson Accu-Comp LE on a Series 70 
Colt). Five 5-shot groups were fired at 50 
meters, about 55 yards. The best was 
1.5", the worst 2.4", average of all five 
was a bit under 2". 

This gun has fired between 50 and 

135 gr. and 150 gr. weights. 
Most serious competitors are switch

ing to jacketed bullets for match use. The 
feeling is they feed a bit more reliably 
than lead, they tend to be more accurate 
(especially at .38 Super velocities), and 
there is no smoke from burning bullet 
lube as there is with cast lead bullets. 

The Elites are very reasonably 
priced- considering their quality- but 
still about twice as much as cast bullets, 
so I expect most shooters will continue to 
use lead for practice and save the jacket
ed bullets for match use. 

The Ransom Rest works equally well with Dave~ Bianchi Cup revolver. 

60,000 rounds, with maybe five or six 
malfunctions, while the loads have a 
power factor of 185 to 190. 

Over the past couple of decades pistol
smiths have learned a lot about fitting up 
autopistols to provide both accuracy and 
reliability. With barrels that allow the car
tridge to headspace on the case mouth 
instead of the narrow rim, the .38 Super is 
as accurate as any other cartridge. 

This Wilson gun has a bit more play in 
the frame-to-slide fit than when it was 
new, yet it still delivers splendid accura
cy. A gun that's built right to start with 
will last a long time. 

Accurate Ammo 
The other component of accuracy is 

the ammunition. The loads being used 
were put up in Remington +P cases, with 
Winchester primers, Accurate Arms No. 
7 powder, and 150 gr. C.P. Elite bullets. 

The C.P. Elites have earned an out
standing reputation for accuracy among 
IPSC and action shooters. They are a full 
metal jacket roundnose design, currently 
available only in .356" diameter and in 

For information on C.P. Elites and the 
full line of cast bullets (in diameters from 
.356" to .452") call C.P. Bullets at 1-800-
878-B ULLET or 1-215-956-9595 or 
write to 1814 Mearns Road, Dept. AH, 
Warn1inster, PA 18974. 

The Rest Test 
For serious accuracy testing of hand

guns and ammunition, the Ransom Rest 
is almost indispensable. Its role is similar 
to that of a progressive reloader. Just as a 
progressive machine allows you to load 
more ammunition in less time and with 
less effort, the Ransom lets you shoot 
more groups with less time and effort. 

It takes a little time to get a progressive 
loader set up and running, but once every
thing is adjusted the progressive makes up 
that time in short order. Similarly it takes a 
few minutes to get the Ransom Rest bolted 
down, the gun locked in the inserts and 
aligned on target, but once that is done you 
can shoot groups as fast as you can press 
the trigger bar and return the rocker 
assembly to battery. 

I know some very good shooters who 
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claim they can fire as good a group over 
sandbags as in a Ransom Rest. I'm sure 
they can, as can any experienced hand
gunner who is willing to take some time 
and pains. 

But they can't do it as quickly, or as 
easily, or as consistently. 

Firing a long string of groups is tiring, 
especially on the eyes. In a section of his 
book on group shooting Brian Enos says, 
"You'll notice that your vision is clearest 
on the first shot. .. after about the third 
shot, your vision starts to deteriorate. I 
usually won't shoot more than six shots 
before I let my eye rest." 

I really found this out recently while 
testing a pistol for a Handgunner article. 
There were 17 types of factory ammo and 
four handloads to test. My basis for com
parison of accuracy is five 5-shot groups 
with autos, five times around the cylinder 
with revolvers. 

In this case that meant 105 groups, a 
total of 525 shots, and since the pistol 
was a new model for which Ransom 
in erts were not yet available the shooting 
was done over sandbags. I didn't keep 
track of the number of hours it took, but it 
was a long time, spread over more than 
one day, since it was just too tiring to do 
all the shooting in one stretch. 

In retrospect I can see I should have 
bought a blank insert from Ransom and 
fitted it to the pistol. Even if it took a 
couple of hours to fit, the shooting would 
have taken only a fraction of the time. 

The Ransom Rest is a single-purpose 
robot. Maybe you've seen the movie 
Short Circuit in which a malfunctioning 
robot escapes from a military base and 
eventually acquires human characteristics. 
(Okay, it's not Citizen Kane, but a couple 
of kids I know, my I I-year old and Rob 
Leatham, thought it was pretty good.) 

When the scientists track the robot 
down, the girl who is sheltering it tells 
them it won't surrender because it's 
scared. The scientist looks at her in exas
peration, "It's a machine. It doesn't get 
scared. It doesn't get happy. It doesn't get 
sad. It just...runs ... programs!" 

That's what makes the Ransom Rest 
so useful. It's a machine. It doesn't get 
tired. It doesn't care if the sun i behind 
the targets or in front of them. It doesn't 
get bored, or cold, or thirsty, or frustrated 
and angry. It just keeps performing the 
two fundamentals of accuracy, over and 
over; it holds the gun steady, and it holds 
it the same way every time. 

The Ransom currently lists at $229, 
with the windage base an additional 
$125. One can get along without the 
windage base by moving the plywood 
base itself to align the gun on target 
before clamping it to the shooting bench. 
The windage base, though, certainly is 
convenient. 

The price of the Ransom Rest is quite 
moderate considering the high quality 
and the excellent results provided. For the 

Continued on page 107 

Save Enough toQ 
Pay for the Prinlers 

Buy Nosier Handgun Bullets in 250 quan- 38 caliber 150-grain IPSC bullet for the .38 
tity Bulk Packs and save over 15% off the Super. Look for them at your 
cost of buying the same bullets in our al- favorite gun or sporting 
ready low-priced 100-count boxes - enough goods store. And while 
extra savings for about 250 primers. you're there, pick 

Add to the savings the kind of superb up a copy of the 
accuracy, consistency and expansion that Nosier Reloading 
you can really count on and you'll see why Manual Number 
Nosier is your best choice for handgun Three. 
hunting, target shooting or N I ® rn 
just plain plinking. OS er ~ Nosier Handgun Bullet f;:; 
Bulk Packs are available in -i 
many popular calibers and C/l 

For a free 1991 catalog, write: 
Nosier Bullets, Inc. 
Dept. A2-3, P.O. Box 671 
Bend, Oregon 97709 weights, including the new Handgun 

LEARN COMBAT SHOOTING FROM J. MICHAEL PLAXCO 

"AT THE BEEP" 
Learn the skills required for Practical Shoot

ing with this two tape set. (total running time --
2-1 /2 hours.) 

World Champion J. Michael Plaxco teaches 
you the secrets that have made him one of the 
World's best and most consistent shooters. No 
longer will you go to the range to practice and 
wonder what you need to work on. These videos 
will give you the guide lines to become a Cham
pion Shooter. 

Two Volume Set: $69.95 - plus $4.05 shipping and 
handling Please allow 3 weeks for delivery. 

Please Check One: 

□ Check/Mo $74.00 □ Mastercard □ VISA □ U.P.S. C.O.D. U.S. DOLLARS ONLY 

Please Print: 

Cardholder Name ------------------------Name __________________________ _ 

Account Number ------------------------
Expiration Date ____ Signature ---------------.----
Street Address ________________ _ 

City ________ _ State Zip ___ _ 
Phone (Home) _____ _ (Work) _____ _ 

To Order "At The Beep" by Phone 
Call J. Michael Plaxco's (501) 868-9787 

21621 Roland Cut-off Road • Roland, Arkansas 72135 
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COP l'ALK 
MASSAD AYOOB 

of a full-auto burst. The same techniques 
work perfectly with the semi-auto MPS 
SF that FBI has popularized as a police 
cruiser gun, or the HK 94 popular among 
civilians. 

Full-auto was not neglected, however. 

POLICE TRAINING SEMINAR OFFERS 
MULTITUDE OF TOPICS AND EXPERTS 

By the end of the short seminar, the stu
dents were emptying an entire 30-shot 
sustained full-auto burst into the center of 
a Federal-type "Q" target. 

T
he American Society of Law 
Enforcement Trainers (ASLET) 
drew well over 400 criminal jus
tice instructors at its 1991 Interna

tional Seminar in West Palm Beach, Fla. 
Palm Beach C0unty Sheriff's coordina
tors Bob Wilson, Bill Testa, and Rick 
Myers helped make it the smoothest run
ning ASLET seminar yet, as well as the 
largest. 

Firearms is only one of seven training 
"tracks" at ASLET, and the gun programs 
are supported by outstanding training in 
the administrative, defensive tactics, and 
adult education tracks among others. 
With every topic repeated once, a trainer 
can attend all the firearms work in two 
days and have two days free for a smor
gasbord of additional top-quality training 
ranging from management to civil liabili
ty and policy-making. 

Each track has seven presenters. Natu
rally, some of the information is propri-

etary to law enforcement and ASLET 
prefers it not be discussed in a newsstand 
magazine. Still, there were many points 
that aren't secret, and would benefit a 
law-abiding citizen as much as a working 
police officer. 

Heckler & Koch provided some 30 
MPS submachine guns and assigned Phil 
Singleton and John Meyer from their 
academy to provide a four-hour block of 
hands-on training. 

Singleton, a former SAS troopie with 
combat experience, emphasized the use of 
semiautomatic fire, especially the double
tap. With the light recoil and superb con
trollability of the MPS, the fastest possible 
two-shot pair can be easily delivered. 

From London's elite armed police 
unit, PT-17, to the SAS itself as well as 
several other units, the double-tap has 
proven highly effective in combat and 
drastically reduces the danger of hostages 
or bystanders being struck with the edge 

Beretta sent their senior police 
instructor, ex-K9 cop Brian Felter, along 
with about 30 of their 1200 FP police 
shotguns. Available to the public as well, 
this Benelli-based lightweight handles 
like a dream, and in Brian's class on the 
use of the semi-auto police shotgun, it 
became clear why such advanced 
firearms training units as FBI are consid
ering the switch from pump to auto for 
field troops. 

No short-shucking, extremely rapid 
return to target and multiple target 
engagement, and ease of manipulation by 
those with short arms are just some of the 
12 gauge auto's advantages for police 
patrol, as Brian clearly demonstrated. 

His. book on police carbines and shot
guns will be out soon, complementing his 
excellent text on law enforcement hand
gun use and techniques. 

Smith & Wesson Academy flew in 
Gerry Smith, long one of their senior 
trainers and an ex-St. Louis street cop. He 

Continued on page 86 

"STRESSFIRE" 
At last! The first volume of Massed Ayoob's long awaited series on "Gunfighting for Police: 
Advanced Tactics and Techniques.'' 
"STAESSFIAE" is the result of Ayoob's years of research about what actually happens in 
gunfights. 
Learn how stress and adrenalin affect the mind and body, ruining conventional shooting 
techniques under pressure ... and how new techniques actually feed off that pressure to 
make you perform better under stress! 

$9.95 

"THE STREET SMART GUN BOOK" 
At last, master gunfighting tactician John Farnam gives his formula for shooting survival. One 
of the top national instructors, John covers gun and holster selections and gives intensive 
advice on use of cover, movement, mental awareness and preparation, and the TACTICS for 
winning a gun duel. 

$11.95 
Plus $2.95postage and handling 

MCNISA ACCEPTED. ORDER TOLL FREE: 800-624-9049 

--------------POLICE BOOKSHELF P.O. Box 122, Concord, N.H. 03301-------------

STRESSFIRE 

THE STREET SMART GUN BOOK 
Shipping and handling 

TOTAL ENCLOSED 

18 

$9.95 __ 

$11.95 __ 
$2.95 __ 

Name ___________________________ _ 

Street ___________________________ _ 

City ___________________________ _ 

State ___________ Zip _______________ _ 
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"If they make it - we've got it . .. 
In Stack!" 

DP-K .38 Super Dual Port Comp w/ 
Ramped Barrell .............. $324_00 
DP-K .45 ACP Dual Port Comp $299.00 
Ambi-Safetys (Blue or S.S.l ..... $55_□0 

WILSON 8 RD .. 45 ACP MAGS $28.95 
WILSON 10 RO. 

.38 Super MAGS .......... $30.95 
One-Piece Guide Rods ......... $26.50 
Two-Piece Guide Rods ......... $35_00 
Ejectors ...................... $22.95 
Extractors .................... $17.95 
Thumb Guards ................. $14.95 
Bo-Mar Rear Sights ........... $63.oo 
Deluxe Hi-Visibility Combat 

Sights .................... $35_00 

Ed Brown Products 
Professional Handgun Accessories 
Ambi-Safeties (Bluel ........... $49.95 

(Stainless Steell ........... $54.95 
Hex Head Grip Screws (Bluel .... $7_99 

(Stainless Steell ............ $8_99 
Extended Thumb Safety (Bluel $29.95 

(Stainless Steell ........... $31 _95 
Hi-Sweep Beavertail Grip Safeties 
(Blue ... $31 .951 (Stainless ... $33.95] 
Maxi-Wells (Bluel .............. $31 _95 

(Stainless Steell ........... $33.95 
Oversize Thumb-Latch for 
S& W Revolvers 
(Blue ... $23.951 (Stainless ... $24.95J 

FOUR STAR COMPS only 
Blue ... $15o.0o Stainless ... $160.00 
1.45 acp, 10mm/40 S&W. 9mm/38 spr.l 

COMP KITS lw/51/z'' Ntl. match bbl.J 
Blue ... $328.50 Stainless ... $338.50 
(available in .45 acp, or 10 mm only] 

Govt. Model Magazine Guides -
Flat or Arched -

Stainless or Blue ........... $69.95 

Officer's Model Magazine Guides -
Any Variations ................. $69.95 
Ambi-Mag Releases ............ $69.95 

MAGAZINES 
1ORO. Stainless Steel 38 spr .... $27.95 
9 RD. Stainless Steel 10mm .... $27.95 
B RD. Stainless Steel 45 ACP ... $22.95 

CONVERSION KITS 
10 RO .. 38 Super Kits .......... $12.95 
8 RO . .45 ACP Kits ............ $1 Q_95 

CHIP McCORMICK CO. 
Hi-Performance Products 

Titanium Hammers (Super Light, 450/o 
Faster Locktimel THE BEST! 
McCormick Hammers .......... $79.95 
Nastoff Hammers ............. $79.95 

Titanium/Carbon Fiber Triggers -
Long or Short .................. $31 _5o 
Sears (S.T.D.l ................... $14.95 

(Semi-Prepped] ........... $2Q.95 

SHOOT THE MOON 
Full Moon Clip Holders 

1.45 ACPJ ................... $8_95 

All holsters & accessones 
in stock and ready 

for delivery! ~If 
~E 
~ --Holsters for any Handguns ..... $99_00 
Belts CAIi Sizes] ................ $52.oo 
Single Magazine Pouches ....... $28.00 

Double Magazine Pouches ...... $3s.oo 
Triple Magazine Pouches ....... $49_00 
Hats (Black, Blue, or Gray] ....... $5_00 
Shirts (Long or Short Sleeve] ... $15.00 

;HAIi Leather Available In 
Brown or Black Basket Weave.I 

;acustam Belts and Holsters vary, 
call far prices.J 

C. P. PRODUCTS 
Bullets, Bumpers, Buffs, and more! 
.38 Super Elite Jacketed Match 
Grade Bullets (135 or 150 Gr.I P.O.R. 

-imther Calibers Available. 

"Super Tuff Buffs" Recoil Buffers 
Package of 5 .................... $4.99 

COMPETITION ELECTRONICS 
Pro Timer Ill .................. $249.95 
;',~Na discounts apply to price 

PROTECTIVE OPTICS 
Shooting Glasses - Camber, clear, 

yellow, or gray) ............. $21 _95 

Accurate Arms Pistol Powder 
#2, #5, #7 

Your choice ................. $15.75 lb. 

* * * BOOKS * * * 
We Carry All The 

Most Popular Titles 

Wolff Recoil Spring Sets 
All Popular Weights In Stack 

AAA TARGETS 
USPSA/IPSC APPROVED (No discounts 

apply to this price] ........ 5O1J: EA. 

ONLY $2.00 SHIPPING-::-, SAME DAV SERVICE, AND GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE! 
{:•(Freight on bullets slightly higher. Alaska, Hawaii. and Canada customers call for shipping prices.l. 
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Theres a lot of Sam Colt in 

Introducing the new 
Colt® Double Eagle™ 
MKII/Series 90. 
When Samuel Colt founded our firm in 
1836, he began a proud tradition of quality 
and innovation unparalleled in the fire
arms industry. By giving his customers 
what they wanted, he built not only an em
pire, but a legend. 

Today, at the new Colt's Manufacturing 
Company, the legend lives. 

The new, Double Eagle takes that leg
end, and the philosophy behind it, to a still 
higher level. 

We've configured the trigger and re
ceiver so even someone with smaller hands 
can get the comfortable grip and unin
terrupted pull that's needed for instinctive 
accuracy on every shot. The decocking 
lever is designed so you can more easily 
drop the hammer safely with a round in 
the chamber. 

These and other design enhancements 
result in a smooth functioning semi
automatic which meets quality standards 
that are synonymous with the Colt name. 

Now the Double Eagle is available in 
five calibers including 45 ACP, 10mm, 
38 Super, 40 Caliber, and 9mm. And we've 
even added a compact Officer's Model. 
They're an ideal choice for law enforce
ment, handgun hunting, and personal, 
home and business protection. 

The new Double Eagles are a whole new 
breed of Colt. Check one out at your 
dealer's and you'll see ... Colt is America's 
gun company. Our founder would have it 
no other way. 

(o}:& C/he'ugend'Lives·· 
Colt's Manufacturing Company, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1868, Hartford, CT 06144 



:his new Colt® Double Eagle: 

>OUBLE EAGLE 
II I SERIES 90 -

Ten good reasons to buy a new 
Colt Double Eagle MKII/Series 90. 
(D Popular Colt matte stainless steel finish is non

ref/ective, easy to maintain, and has a long life 
under a variety of adverse conditions. 

® High profile, 3-dot system for faster sight alignment. 
@ Rounded, seffated combat style hammer for 

efficient performance. 
@ Reduced trigger reach allows for more positive 

trigger/finger contact. 
® Trigger and receiver reshaped to maximize shooter comfort. 
@ Decocking lever is designed for easier activation, 

and allows hammer to be dropped with a round in 
the chamber while firing pin remains locked. 

(J) Relief cut increases gripping area for better control. 
@ Traditional magazine release is conveniently loca

ted for simple and reliable operation. 
@ New retention methods under grips keep all parts 

secure even when grips are removed. 
@) Stainless steel 8-round magazine handles all types 

of commercial handgun ammunition. 
Warning: Be a safe shooter - never chamber a round until you are ready to shoot. 
Always read and follow the instruction manuals which accompany each firearm. 
Free instruction manuals and catalogs are available from the factory on request. 



PISl'OLSMll'HING 
JOHN LAWSON 

SECRET OF SMOOTHING THE TRIGGER 
LIES IN Flff'ING THE SEAR PROPER1 Y 

I 
f a handgun is going to shoot accu
rately, its trigger pull must build up 
smoothly and uniformly to a reason
able tension, then release suddenly 

and smoothly without any perceptible 
backlash, or overtravel. 

Then, given that all other mechanical 
factors are correct and tolerances tight but 
not binding, the projectile will hit pre
cisely where the sights were aligned 
when the trigger breaks free from the 
sear's grip on the hammer or striker. 

A condition known as takeup, or slack, 
is a free travel of the trigger with lessened 
tension before the actual trigger pull prop
er begins. This is sometimes refered to as 
a "military double pull." Designed to 
warn the shooter that the critical portion 
of the trigger release pressure is about to 
begin, it has some value in keeping com
bat troops, frightened half to death by 
artillery bursts and other unpleasant mani
festations, from throwing away a shot 
without proper sight alignment. 

Usually, a shooter will object to this 
double pull unless the first takeup is 
almost effortless, but it is necessary to a 
small degree in most trigger pulls to 
insure the uniform re-engagement of the 
trigger mechanism in a repeater. 

Another condition, known as creep is 

often confused with takeup. The definition 
of creep is any perceived movement of the 
sear in the hammer notch or striker notch. 

If you can apply the thumb safety on 
your handgun and pull rather hard, then 
hold the piece by your ear and hear a slight 
click as the sear resets deeper into the ham
mer notch, you have a faulty thumb safety. 

If you drop the safety to the fire posi
tion after the pull, without touching the 
hammer, and the hammer drops to half 
cock, you should replace the safety. If, 
when doing this test, the hammer remains 
cocked, but again you hear the slight 
click when you touch the hammer, allow
ing the sear to seat deeper, you have a bad 
creep condition and usually the only sat
isfactory method of correcting the condi
tion is to have parts replaced and a proper 
trigger job done on the weapon. 

If you pe,form any of these tests, 
make absolutely certain that the weapon 
is unloaded, both the magazine and 
chamber. Check/or a dry chamber every 
time you cock the hammer, and make this 
a regular ritual in any dry fire practice 
or test procedure. 

Testing a double action pistol, such as 
the S&W's for creep will usually require 
instrumentation in the form of a sensitive 
dial indicator and magnetic base, but with 

Free Midway Catalog 
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If you shoot or reload, or would like to get started, you need our 
free catalog containing one of the largest selections of reloading 
and shooting products in the world. 
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sufficient practice, any pistolsmith can 
learn to feel the hammer cam backward a 
few thousandths of an inch, indicating 
camming, a condition of DA pulls as 
annoying as creep in single action. 

Remember your first time dry firing a 
weapon, when your coach asked you if 
the sight picture was correct and you 
answered, "It's about right," and your 
coach exploded "It's either all right or all 
wrong! There's no about right."? 

Trigger pull and subsequent release 
has to comply with this same principle. 

Mechanical faults in a trigger pull 
often result in dramatic problems. One 
that is most often overlooked is trigger 
length. If a trigger is too long or too 
short, it will sometimes result in a consis
tent grouping of shotholes in the 8 to 10 
o'clock position, when other shooters 
group in the X-ring. Sideways pressure of 
too little or too much trigger finger on the 
operating surface is responsible. 

A trigger pull that terminates with a 
caroming effect of the hammer will often 
result in a group at 7 o'clock. Other rea
sons for shot groups or flyers in "jerker's 
corner" are unfamiliariarity with the 
weapon, too heavy a pull, getting rough 
with the trigger or similar impatience in 
getting the shot over with. 

Obviously, these apply to a right hand
ed shooter, and impact will be just oppo
site for a southpaw shooter. 

Setting The Sear 
Sear to hammer or striker contact must 

be precise and even all across the mating 
surfaces. This is easily checked with a 
magnifying glass of 10 power or better 
still, an opaque microscope, using a very 
precise fixture to hold the parts. 

Loose, worn or undersized hammer and 
sear pins can make a maddening situation of 
inconsistent trigger pull. The holes should 
be reamed and special oversize pins used. 

Another prolific source of inconsistent 
pull is a sear/hammer fit that contacts 
only on one side of the mating surface. 
This may be the result of freehand ston
ing, pinholes reamed through at an angle 
or various other faults. It always requires 
replacement of the affected parts and a 
proper trigger job. 

A pistolsmith should be able to do a 
proper trigger job on any weapon worked 
on. In order to check the progress of the 
work, it will be necessary to do some dry 
firing and live fire. It is necessary to fire a 
large number of shots with every possible 
type of handgun on a regular basis. This 
is part of the fun of working on pistols 
and revolvers. 

Don't get too set in your ways by 
favoring a certain type of handgun. 
Remain flexible and test everything that 
comes through your shop or department. 
Don't confine your tests only to dry fire, 
but really shoot them all. 

You'll be surprised at how rapidly you 
will learn to detect trigger pull ...._, 
and hammer release faults. ~ 
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Dear Shooter, 

CYLINDER & SLIDE, INC. 
P.O. Box 937 

FREMONT, NEBRASKA 68025 
( 402) 721-4277 

I'd like to spend a few minutes with you to better acquaint you with the products and philosophy of Cylinder & Slide, Inc. 

First of all, thank you for 14 years of continual support. Without that, I wouldn't be writing this letter. The business has 
changed dramatically during those years. It all started in the basement of a local sporting goods store, hoping to attract enough 
work from the new and growing sport of IPSC handgun competition to make a living doing something I enjoyed. From that base
ment beginning of doing basic modifications on stock handguns, the business has grown and progressed to include today's fully 
customized, compensated "super guns". Your ongoing support and confidence in Cylinder & Slide, Inc. has made this possible. 
As we often hear on television, ''Thank you for your support!''. 

Just what exactly do we do here? We still do what we did in the beginning - basic modifications to stock handguns. We also 
build the "super guns" as recently featured in the March/ April 1991 issue of American Handgunner. Doing "just" an action job 
on a revolver or "just" a trigger job on an auto is as important to our shop as an order for a full house race gun. We value each 
and every customer and no job is too small to receive our individual attention. Our goal is to have you as a satisfied customer. If 
you should have a problem with any of our work or products, I expect you to call and talk with me so we can resolve the pro
blem. Remember - guns are mechanical - we are human - and Murphy is alive and well! 

In addition to basic modifications and custom work we also offer a complete selection of handgun parts and proven competi
tion accessories through our catalog. These items are those that we use in the shop, so we know they can be relied upon to func
tion as advertised. Most nationally known accessory manufacturers are represented in our catalog. To receive a copy of our 
catalog, please send $3 (domestic) $6 (foreign) to the above address. This amount is refundable with your first order. 

We are an authorized Colt Parts Distributor and Warranty Station and a Magnum Qualified Smith & Wesson Warranty Sta
tion and parts supplier. In addition, we carry an extensive parts inventory for the Browning Hi-Power. 

If you have questions or problems and would like to talk to someone, here is what you need to do. Phone calls for technical 
information are accepted between the hours of 9:30 and 11:30 a.m. Central Time. Remember - there is no such thing as a dumb 
question. If you have a question, we will do our best to give you an answer. However, it is simply not possible to spend all day 
on the phone answering questions, and get work done at the same time. Thus, we completely dedicate our afternoons to custom 
work! (It could be your handgun!) Of course, parts orders are accepted at any time. Needless to say, some mornings the phone 
is very busy and-you will experience difficulty getting through. The best advice I can give you is to keep trying. For those of you 
who wish to write, we do our best to reply to our correspondence. However, if we answer the phone all morning and work all 
afternoon, guess when we have time to answer your inquiries --at night, and we don't like to work every night. Please be patient 
and we do mean really patient. We will reply as soon as we are able. In case you haven't already guessed, we do have a backlog 
on custom work. This backlog does not apply to warranty work. 

Thank you for taking time to read this letter. I hope it has given you some understanding of what we are and how we operate. 
We look forward to being of service to you in the future. Remember - all questions are important and no job is too small! 

Respectfully yours, 

CY~I~~, & SLIDE, INC. 

~-~ Bill Laught.{ge ;? 



Plain Brown or Black Basket 
New Fas-trac Holster ........................... 99.00 
Stock Revolver 

K-L-N Frame ..................................... 99.00 
PPC 6" S & W K-L-N Frame (Adjustable cant. 

Open Front for Ribs & Scopes) ................... 90.00 
Double Mag Pouch - Available Straight Up. 

Angle Back or Angle Forward .................. 36.00 
Fender Single Mag Pouch .................... 32.00 
Fender Double Mag Pouch ................... 42.00 
Fender Triple Mag Pouch .................... 48.00 
Competition Belt (Spring Steel Lined) ...... 50.00 

IC Competition Electronics, Inc. 
Pro Timer III ..................................... 225.00 
Pro Tach Chronograph ....................... 129.95 
Pro TNT ............................................. 325.00 

VIDEKI TRIGGERS 
Speed Trigger. Long w/3 Holes ........... 14.00 
Long Match Trigger ............................. 13.00 
Gold Cup w/3 Holes ............................ 15.00 
Extended Ejector ................................ 15.50 

SHOOTING VIDEOS 
Pistol Masters ..................................... 49.95 
How to Shoot Fast & Accurate ............. 49.95 
The Steel Challenge 1988. 1989. 1990 .... 49.95 
NRA Bianchi Cup 1986 THRU 1990 ......... 49.95 
USPSA Nationals 1988. 1989. 1990 ......... 49.95 
Second Chance Pin Shoot .................... 49.95 
Bob Munden "Fast Draw'' ..................... 49.95 
Women's Guide to IPSC ....................... 49.95 
How to Win at PPC w/John Pride ........ 49.95 
45 Acp Disassembly/Reassembly ......... 29.95 
Pachmayr "Handgun Hunting" ............. 49.95 
"At the Beep" w/J. Michael Plaxco. 

2 1/2 hours ol classroom and on the range 
shooting instruction (2 tapes) ................ 69.95 

SMITH & ALEXANDER 
Magwell Gov't Flat/Arched (BL/SS) ....... 69.95 
Magwell Officers FlAt (BL/SS) ................ 69.95 
Ambi Mag Release ............................... 69.95 
Wayland 1911 Grips (Bocote or Cocobolo) ... 44.95 

Made to flt flush against S & A Magwells 
S & A Grip Safety (Specify Blue or SS) ..... 34.95 

B.A. T. PRODUCTS 
Weighted Brass Mag. Pads, pack of 2 ... 9.95 
Ultra Comp, Blue ... 69.95 Chrome ... 89.95 
Pro Series V, Comp Kit ..................... 424.75 

Kuhnhausen Pistolsmit~ 
Instructional Products 

VHS Tape Book Set 

Colt I (D. E & I Frames) .... 59.95 .. 19.95 .64.95 
Colt II (MK 111 & V) ..................... 15.95 
Colt 45 Auto .................. 58.95 .. 17.95 .63.95 
Ru~er DA Revolver ................. 16.75 
Smith & Wesson Revolvers 54.95 .. 15.95 .59.95 

Kim Ahrends Custom Grips 
Cocobolo. Cordia. Ebony. Tulipwood. Kingwood.Rosewood 

Combat Grips ...................................... 36.00 
Diamond Grips .................................... 50.00 
Smooth Grips ...................................... 36.00 

Metalform 1911 Magazines 
Blue Stainless 

9mm Srd ................................... $11.00 ........ $15.50 
38 Super 9rd ............................... 10.50 .......... 16.00 
45 acp 7rd. rounded follower ....... 10.00 .......... 16.00 
45 acp 8rd .................................. 11.50 .......... 17.00 

Blue Stainless 
8rd 45 Acp Magazine ....... $19.50 ....... $22.50 
9rd 10mm Magazine .......... 21.95 ........ 27.95 
l0rd 38 Super Magazine .... 21.95 ........ 27.95 
8rd 45 Acp Conversion Kit ................... 10.50 
9rd 10mm Conversion Kit .................... 10.50 
l0rd 38 Super Conversion Kit .............. 12.50 
J & S Base Pad (installed on above Mags) ........ 2.00 

CHIP McCORMICK: 
Standard Sear .................................... $14.25 
Fully Prepped Sear ............................... 22.95 
Titanium/Carbon Fiber Match Trigger .. 29.95 
Nastoff or McCormick Titanium Hammer .... 76.95 
Nastoff or McCormick Tool Steel Hammer .... 59.95 
Standard Commander Hammer ............ 24.95 
Semi Prepped Standard Commander Hammer .49.95 
Titanium Firing Pin (38 Spr or 45 Acp) ...... 24.95 
Titanium Hammer Strut ....................... 12.95 

C\1:1 MEPROLIGHT 9 

SIGHTS 
MEPROLIGHT NIGHT SIGHTS (Tritium) 

ML1150 Open Rear for AR15, Ml6 ..... $64.95 
ML115P Peep Rear for AR15, Ml6 ........ 64.95 
ML1160 Open Rear for AR15 A2 ........... 64.95 
ML200A S&W Revolver (adj. sights) ...... 64.95 
ML210 Sig Sauer P220 ......................... 64.95 
ML230 S&W 459, 659 (adj. sights) ......... 64.95 
ML250 S&W 645 (fixed sights) ................. 64.95 
ML280 Browning HI-Power (fixed sights) .... 64.95 
ML710 Sig Sauer P225, P226, P228 ...... 64.95 
ML735 S&W 5900 Series (fixed sights) .. 64.95 
ML736 S&W 5900 Series (adj. sights) ... 64.95 
ML7'40 S&W 459, 659 (fixed sights) ........ 64.95 
ML745 S&W 6900 Series (fixed sights) ... 64.95 
ML755 S&W 4506 (fixed slghts) .............. 64.95 
ML756 S&W 4506 (adj. sights) ............. 64.95 
ML760 Beretta 92 ................................ 64.95 
ML770 Colt Gov't with .055 stem ......... 64.95 
ML775 Colt Gov·t with .125 stem ......... 64.95 
M790 Ruger P85 .................................. 64.95. 

50- 50¢ each 
100 - 45¢ each 
500 - 40¢ each 
1 ooo - 36¢ each 

Targets do not induoe 
freight, please cal. 

Matching Target Pasters 
Box of 1.000 - $3.00 

.__ __ MAG PACK-----
8rd 45 Acp Conversion Kits ................. 8.95 
7rd 45 Acp Officers Model Kits ............ 8.95 

l0rd 38 Super Conversion Kits .............. 9.95 
7rd Officers Magazine (Blue) .............. 24.95 

l0rd 38 Super Weighted Mag (SS) ......... 30.95 
8rd 45 Weighted Mag (SS) .................. 28.95 

Aimneint ~ 
~-~ 

Introduclna: the new Almpolnt 5000, with the 
widest field of view available. The AP 5000 Is a 
30mm electronic red dot optical sight desl@ed 
specifically for all types of pistols and revolvers. 
The tube measures 5.5". The AP 5000 comes 
complete with 30mm rings, polarizing filter, 
lithium batteries and lens caps'. ................. POR 
Extra batteries ..................................... $6.95 

- MAGAZINES -
7rd 45 Acp w/Base Pad .................... $21.50 
7rd 45 Acp w /Extended Base Pad ...... 23.00 
8rd 45 Acp w/Base Pad ...................... 25.00 
8rd 45 Acp w/Extended Base Pad ...... 27.00 
l0rd 38 Spr w/Base Pad .................... 27.75 
8rd 10mm w/Base Pad ...................... 25.00 
8rd 10mm w/Extended Base Pad ....... 27.00 

- COMMANDER -
-HAMMERS-

Deluxe Slotted, Available in 
Blue or Stainless Steel. $32.95 

Narrowed (Blue/Stainless) ................... $25.00 
Deluxe Slotted (Blue/Stainless) ............. 32.95 
"EDM" Ultralight, A-2 ........................ 39.95 
Deluxe A-2 Sear ................................. 17.95 

- BARRELS & COMP KITS -
45 Acp 5" Stainless Match Bbl ....... $135.00 
45 Acp 6" Stainless Match Bb .......... 145.00 
38 Spr 6" Stainless Match Bbl ......... 155.00 
38 Spr 6" Stainless Bbl w/ Ramp ..... 165.00 
40 S&W 6" Stainless Match Bbl. ....... 155.00 
10 MM 6" Stainless Match Bbl ......... 155.00 
Match Barrel Bushings (Bluc/SS) ......... 15.00 
DP-K 45 Acp Dual Port Kit ............... 295.00 
DP-K 45 Acp Dual Port Drop In Kit .. 250.00 
DP-K 38 Spr Dual Port Kit ............... 320.00 
DP-K 40 S&W or 10mm Dual Port Klt .... 309.00 
DP-K Comp only, 38, 45, or 10mm .. 129.95 
Accu- Comp II Dual Port Kit 45 Acp ...... 419.95 
Accu-Comp II Dual Port Comp Only .... 199.95 

Full Length Guide Rod/Group Gripper $33.25 

- GUIDE RODS & SPRINGS - , 
1 Piece (Gov't or Commander) .............. $24.00 
2 Piece Gov't (5" or 6") ........................ 32.00 
1 Piece Kit w/Springs & Shok Buffs ........ 33.00 
Group Gripper - (Gov•t/Commander) ...... 26.00 > 
Full Length Guide Rod/Group Gripper ........ 33.25 
Recoil Springs 12 or 20 lb. (Commander) ......... 4.50 
Gov't Springs 

8. 9. 10, 12, 13. 15, 17, 18 1/2, 22 -each ..... 4.50 

ALL ORDERS SHIPPED IN 



~1- .. 
The choice of Champions. 

-SIGHTS-
High Visibility Combat ................... $26.00 
Deluxe High Visibility Combat .......... 33.00 
3-Dot Sights ..................................... 33.00 
Bo-Mar, Front. ... 9.50 Wichita, Front .10.00 
Bo-Mar, Back ... 62.50 Wichita, Back ... 62.50 

High Grip Beavertail, Available in Ambi Safety, Available in Blue 
Blue or Stainless Steel. $35.00 or Stainless Steel. $50.00 

-SAFETIES & SLIDE RELEASES -
Ex Thumb Safety (Blue/Stainless) ......... $24.00 
Ambi Safety (Blue/Stainless) ................ 50.00 
Ex Slide Release .45 (Blue/Stainless) ......... 27.00 
Standard Slide Release 38 or 45 (Blue/SS) ...... 21.50 
Beavertail Grip Safety (Blue/Stainless) ............ 22.50 
High Grip Beavertail (Blue/Stainless) ...... 35.00 
Drop In Beavertail Grip Safety (Blue/SS) ....... 29.95 

.a. 'I 

Magwell Blue/SS $30.00 Ultralight Match Trigger $29.95 

.,, -
! !i'-\l='-\1~11-t\l\ll:J 

D■DICATaD TO l!XC■LLIINC■ 

Plain Black 
Brown Basket 

008 Final Option ..................... $84.00 $84.00 
002 Cup Challenge .................... 71.95 .. 75.50 
Competition Belt (Add $10.95 for Buckle) .... 38.50 .. 38.50 
076 Double Mag Pouch .............. 22.95 .. 26.50 
073 Triple Mag Pouch ............... 31.95 .. 36.50 
077 ldaho Reloader (AngleAdjustsble) ... 16.65 .. 17.50 
333 Triple Speed Loader Pouch.17.50 .. 17.50 
700-2 Double Adjust A Bar ........ 15.00 
700-3 Triple Adjust A Bar .......... 20.00 
702 Double Adjust A Bar (Complete w/2 077's) ...... 39.50 
703 Triple Adjust A Bar (Complete w/ 3 077's) ..... 55.50 

SPEED LOADERS 
Comp 1 & Comp 11 (Specify Caliber & Model of gun) .... $ 7.50 
Safarlland Comp III (S & WK or L) ........... 11.50 
Safarlland Loading Blocks (S & WK or L) ..... 13.50 
Safarlland Shooters Box ........................ 19.95 
HKS (all sizes) ........................................... 7.25 

CLARK CUSTOM 
Barrels and Comp Kits are available in 9mm, 

10mm, 38 Super, and 45 Acp. Please specify Cal. 
6" 45 Acp Match Barrel .................... $130.00 
6" Ramped Match Barrel .................... 130.00 
6" Threaded Barrel (.575 x 40) ........... 140.00 
Pin Master Comp Kit .......................... 270.00 
Heavy Pin Master Comp Kit .............. 335.00 
Pin Master Comp Only ....................... 140.00 
Barrel Bushings (Blue or Stainless) ........... 12.50 
2 Piece Guide Rods (4 1/4", 5" or 6") ....... 15.00 
Barrett Mag Guide (Blue or Stainless) ....... 25.00 
Aimpoint Grip Mount (Fits Colt Gov't) ...... 45.00 
45 Auto Adjustable Scope Mount ......... 37.00 
Ruger MKII Adjustable Trigger ............. 15.00 . 
Ruijer MKII Target Grlps ...................... 19.95 
4 F nger Sear Spring .............................. 6.00 

a---- ED BROWN ___ _. 
Four Star 
Comp with 
5.5" barrel 

Blue Stainless 

High Grip Beavertail Grip Safety ... $29.95 .. $31.95 
- OTHER WILSON ITEMS - Maxi-Well ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 29.95 •••• 31.95 

Slotted Commander Hammer .. 32.95 .... 35.95 
Practical Shooters Bag, Black NEW ....... $89.95 Extended Thumb Safety •••••••••• 29.95 •••• 31.95 
Shootist Bag, Black NEW ................... 99.95 Ambidextrous Safety ••••••••••••••• 49.95 •••• 54.95 
Heavyweight Grips, Silver NEW .......... 52.50 Hex Head Grip Screws ...•..••••••••• 7.95 ••••• 8.95 
6 Shok Buffs ........ 5.95 5 Red Buffs ....... 6.95 Four Star Comp with 5.5" barrel (bushing, link & pin 
Extended Ejectors (45 Acp or 38 Spr) ........ 21.00 included} 45 Acp or 10mm ............ 328.50 •• 338.50 
Extended Magazine Release (Blue/SS) .... 23.00 Oversized Thumblatch (For S & W Revolver)l8.95 •••• 19.95 
Checkered Mainspring Housing (Flat/Arched) .. 35.00 S & W Ext. Slide Release (For 645,745, 4516, 1006) ... 41.95 
Checked Front Strap (Blue/Stainless) ... 15.00 (For 3903. 3904, 3906, 3913, 3914) .......................... 41.95 
Barrel Link Kit (Includes 5 links) .......... 22.00 (For 5903, 5904, 5906, 6904, 6906, 4006) .................... 41.95 
Replacement Bbl Links (1, 2, 3. 4, 5) each ......... 5.00 Beavertail Installation Jig ••••••••••••••••••• 17 .95 

HANDGUN RELOADING COMPONENTS 
Handgun Bullets per 500 per 1000 

Winchester 9mm 115gr FMJ ..... $25.50 ... $48.00 
Remington 9mm 115gr JHP ....... 28.50 ..... 53.50 
Winchester 9mm 124gr FMJ ....... 27.50 ..... 51.00 
Remington 38 Auto 130gr FMJ ....... 27.00 ..... 50.00 
Remington 38 148gr HBWC Lead .... 19.00 ..... 33.00 
Remington 38 158gr SWC Lead ....... 19.50 ..... 33.50 
Winchester 38 125gr JHP .......... 27.00 ..... 50.00 
Winchester 38 158gr JHP .......... 32.00 ..... 61.00 
Remington 44 180gr JHP ........... 40.50 ..... 75.00 
Remington 44 240gr JHP ........... 46.00 ..... 85.50 
Remington 45 Acp 185gr JHP ........ 44.00 ..... 82.00 
Winchester 45 Acp 230gr FMJ ........ 43.00 ..... 80.00 
Handgun Brass per 500 per 1000 

Winchester 40 S & W UNprimed ..... $56.00.$116.00 
Winchester 9mm UNprimed .......... 38.00 .... 71.00 
Winchester 357 Mag. UNprimed .... 38. 75 .... 72.00 
Rem. 38 Super+P UNprimed (Yellow) .... 39.00 .... 75.00 
Rem. 38 Super+P UNprimed (Nickel) .. .43.00 .... 80.00 
Winchester 10mm Primed ......... 58.00 .. 110.00 
Winchester 44 Mag. UNprimed ... 53.50 .... 99.50 
Winchester 45 Acp Primed ........ 55.00 .... 99.50 
Once Fired 45 Acp .................. 26.00 .... 43.50 
Many more handgun reloading components available 

at discount prices. Send postcard for listing. 

B 0 SQUARE 
Laser Sights and Scope Mounts 

Blue Stainless 
Dan Wesson (Vent Rib Clamp) ...... $44.95 .. $54.95 
Colt Python/Mark IV (Vent Rib Clsmp) ..... 44.95 .... 54.95 
Colt King Cobra (Barrel Clamp) ...... 44.95 .... 54.95 
Colt 45 with Pachmayr slide release ......... 59.95 .... 69.95 
Browning Buckmark ............... 36.95 
Browning Hi-Power ................. 59.95 
Beretta/Taurus 92/99 ........... 59.95 .... 69.95 
Taurus 66 (Barrel Clamp} ........... 36.95 .... 45.95 
Desert Eagle ........................... 59.95 
Glock 9mm ........................... 59.95 
FIE TZ 75 9mm Auto .............. 59.95 
Ruger GPlOO (Barrel Clamp) ....... 36.95 .... 45.95 
Ruger Redhawk ....................... 54.95 .... 64.95 
Ruger Blackhawk/Super Blackhawk ... 54.95 .... 64.95 
Ruger Single Six ..................... 36.95 .... 45.95 
Ruger P85 ............................... 59.95 .... 69.95 
Ruger MK 1, MK 11 (Dovetail Mount) ..... 44.95 .... 54.95 
Ruger MK i, MK 11 (Mono Mount) ......... 36.95 .... 44.95 
Sig 226 9mm Auto .................. 59.95 .... 69.95 
Smith & Wesson K, L, N .......... 44.95 .... 54.95 
Smith & Wesson 41.. ............... 54.95 
Smith & Wesson 422/622 ....... 36.95 ... .44.95 
Smith & Wesson 5906 ............. 59.95 .... 69.95 
T/C Contender ....................... 45.95 
B-Square l inch Rings ........... 16.95 .... 16.95 
B-Square Laser Sight ............. 299.95 .. 299.95 
Laser Mounts .......................... 34.95 ... .44.95 Slide Thumb Guard (Stainless) ............ 15.00 l Pc. Heavy Duty Guide Rod & Plug ••••• 25.95 

Mag Well (Blue/Stainless) ..................... 30.00 1"--:----"!""'--------.,;_----.&..-----"T"-------------1 
Brass Belt Bucklew/Wilson Logo ....... 11.00 Accessories 10 Full Moon Clips ........................... $ 4.40 Chapman 8900 

Screwdriver Kit Extractor 45 Acp 70 or 80 Serles ....... 16.00 
Extractor 38 Spr 70 or 80 Serles ....... 16.00 for ,45 lCp 
S & W L Frame Underlug (Blue/Stainless) ....... 45.00 Revolvers 
Ultralight Match Trigger .................... 29.95 
Long Match Trigger ........................... 16.50 

100 Full Moon Clips .......................... 30.00 
Full Moon Clip Extractor ..................... 1.00 
8 Full Moon Clips for the lOmm ........ 20.00 
"Shoot the Moon" Loader Holder ......... 8.95 

12 slotted, 2 phillips, 
10 allens ............................... $26.95 

1911 Scope Mount (Blue/Stainless) ....... 99.95 
Polycarbon Shooting Glasses 

(Amber, Grey, Clear) ............................ 26.95 
First Grip Magazine Release .............. 89.95 
The Combat Auto Book, By Bill Wllson .. 14.95 
Titanium Firing Pin (38/45) ................ 24.95 
Extended Base Pads (for Wilson Mags) 

Black, Red, Blue. Green, Yellow ................ 2.00 

mayr. 
-"•~----GRIPS-------
Presentation ...... $20.00 Grippers ....... $24.00 
Compac ............... 23.00 Signature ........ 25.00 
Pro Grippers ........ 24.00 Pro Compacs .. 23.00 

Grip Safety, Gov't or Comm ...................... 31.45 
Mainspring Housing, Flat or Arched ........ $15.25 
Slide Thumb Guard, Blue or Stainless ....... 17.95 
Snap Caps 9mm, 38 Special, 45 Acp .......... 11.95 
Mag Bumper Kits, Colt Mags (set of 5) .......... 14.35 
Magazine Bumper Kit, Hi-Power (set of 5) ...... 14.95 
Mag Bumper Kit, Hi-Power (set of 5) ............. 14.95 
Colt Officers Magazine, Stainless .............. 25.15 

24 HOURS OR LESS. 
ACCESSORIES-----

Auto Pistol Sights ................................. :.$53.45 
Nylon Trigger ............................................ 12.55 
Custom Wide Barrel Link, Stainless ........... 19.75 

Colt Gov·t Magazine, Stainless .................. 23.35 
Browning HI-Power Magazine, Stainless .... 29.65 
Beretta Magazine, Stainless ............. New 31.45 
Sig P226 Magazine, Stainless ........... New 35.95 

Widget Tool ................................................ 2.95 PT-92/99 Magazine, Stainless .......... New 31.45 



HANDLOADING 
FRANK JAMES 

HANDGUN HANDLOADERS CAN LEARN 
A LESSON FROM RIFLE BENCHRESl'ERS 

P
eople who want to improve in 
their occupation or avocation 
usually look beyond the horizon 
just to make sure they're staying 

current with the proper techniques and 
procedures. That is exactly what we are 
going to do here. 

ormally, most shooters reloading for 
pistols and handguns give little thought to 
that group of powder burning competitors 
absolutely obsessed with precision and 
the ultimate in accuracy, but benchrest 
shooting and reloading is a virtual trea
sure trove of useful hints and advice for 
improved accuracy from your reloaded 
ammunition, whether you're reloading 
for a handgun to be used in competition, 

loading ammunition for these rounds in 
either .22 or 6mm, but as yet no manufac
turer has produced a silhouette pistol in 
either of these chamberings. 

The Three B~ 
Pindell emphasized the importance of 

the "Three B's" in benchrest shooting
Bedding, Barrels, and Bullets. Both Pin
dell and Knox agree on this and both 
emphasized the importance of a properly 
bedded action in a rifle, but since conven
tional handguns don't use bedded actions 
an interpretation of this prerequisite could 
mean both a proper "hand to pistol weld" 
and how well the action is fitted in terms 
of optimum efficiency and accuracy. 

Benchrest shooters can teach handgun handloaders about accuracy. 

the hunting fields, or your favorite tin-can 
sand pit. 

Recently, I visited with two well
known figures from benchrest shooting, 
Ferris Pindell and Neal Knox. The main 
thrust of my questions was, "What little 
tidbits of information did they have to give 
the average reloading pistol shooter?" 

For the sake of the newcomers among 
you, I should take this moment to give 
you some background on Ferris Pindell. 
He is the co-designer of the famous PPC 
cartridges that revolutionized benchrest 
shooting and later varmint rifle shooting 
in general. 

The PPC case, which was built from 
the .220 Russian, has by all accounts 
reached the zenith of attainable accuracy 
from metallic cartridge fiream1s. 

Ferris Pindell worked in cooperation 
with Dr. Lou Palmisano to develop this case 
and it has been used to capture just about 
every record in benchrest shooting for all 
distances up to and including 300 yards. 

Sako is presently building rifles and 

Ferris also emphasized his belief that 
the best barrels are made from 416 stain
less steel, and Irv Stone, producer of 
those best quality Bar-Sto pistol barrels, 
agreed with this by defining the advan
tages of 416 stainless. 

He related how 416 is a good barrel 
material because it makes a better finish 
and they are able to heat treat their barrels 
up to 42 or 43 Rockwell on the C scale 
with 416 which is harder than most rifle 
barrels, but a standard treatment on Bar
Sta pistol barrels. 

Bullets occupy the last slot on Pin
dell's list and here again he emphasized 
the importance of uniformity and preci
sion. In benchrest shooting the quality of 
the bullet jacket is paramount. The wall 
thickness of the jacket material must be 
uniform and the usual rule of thumb is it 
must be no more than .0003" in variation 
for total indicator reading. • 

This wall thickness uniformity is 
extremely influential on the center of 
gravity of the bullet and its resulting 

accuracy, but the word used throughout 
benchrest shooting is "concentricity." 

They want the bullet concentric with 
the cartridge case, with the barrel throat, 
and even with the centerline axis of the 
barrel. They are that particular! 

Concentricity Is The Key 
But what does that have to do with all 

purpose, general use, reloaded ammuni
tion, you may be asking? 

Just this- because it applies to all 
reloaders, and how you adjust your indi
vidual reloading dies when installing them 
in the tool head of your progressive press 
or the top of your single station press. 

The manner of installation has a major 
influence on concentricity. 

Neal Knox pointed out the importance 
of having the shell holder loose in the 
ram when adjusting your dies. If you 
tighten it before complete adjustment of 
the dies arc made there is a "set bias" 
because the empty case is forced to a pre
determined attitude before it even enters 
the die for resizing or any other function. 

It may be forced too much to the right 
or left of center and therefore concentrici
ty will suffer and the resulting reloaded 
round will not be as accurate as those 
rounds where attention has been paid to 
concentricity. 

Neal pointed out he mentioned many 
of these tips in a piece that was published 
in the Number Nine Speer Reloading 
Manual several years ago, but what every 
reloader should do to insure the best con
centricity available with his brass and 
dies is to adjust the dies with an empty 
case in position. 

The whole idea is get everything cen
tered. That is the definition of concentric 
and the proper adjustment of your dies 
goes a long way toward that goal. 

How To Install Dies 
When installing your dies, adjust them 

to the correct length or depth, but don't 
lock them down with the lock rings, at 
least not yet. 

Through use of a empty case and a 
loose shell holder insert the empty case 
and run it through the die. Because 
through the combination of the dies and 
shell holder both being loose and free to 
move to a small degree, you will be 
allowing them to center themselves in 
relation to each other, and only after 
adjusting to the proper length and depth 
settings through this manner will it 
become necessary to lock the dies in posi
tion with the lock rings and tighten the set 
screw on the shell holder in the ram. 

This procedure reduces the thinning of 
one side of the case wall by reducing a 
disproportionate amount of side thrust 
from having the dies canted in a specific 
direction. 

This bias or cant of the dies is admit
tedly small when viewed with the naked 
eye, but the influence on accuracy and 

Continued on page 71 
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The Difference Between 
"Broken-In'' and Broken. 

TIC Recoil Proof™ Scopes. 
It's enough to destroy most pistol scopes ... 100 rounds of 45/70 Gov't. 
The tremendous torque associated with the recoil of big bore pistols is far 
different than that of a rifle. 
TIC Recoil Proof Pistol Scopes were designed to withstand the 
recoil associated with today's hot cartridges. Whether it's 
our Contender Pistol chambered for the new 445 Super 
Mag, (or one of the heavy rifle cartridges like the awe
some 45/70) our Recoil Proof™ Scopes are built 
to shrug off the effects of heavy recoil. Long after 
conventional pistol scopes have failed, TIC Recoil 
Proof Scopes will continue to perform. 
Thompson/ Center has a full line of Recoil Proof 
Scopes, both for pistols and rifles. Featuring constant-
ly centered duplex reticles, and lenses which are ground 
polished and coated for exceptional clarity and brightness, 
our Recoil Proof Scopes provide shooters with optics they can 
depend on .. .in the toughest of hunting conditions. 

A tum of tbe switch and tbe crossbairs 
''glow like fire'', allowing precise cross
bair placement in low ligbt conditions. 

g Fixed Power Models g Variables 

Write for a free scope catalog 

=e 
g Rail Mount Models g 1'' Tube Models 
g Duplex Reticles g Lighted Reticles 

g Lifetime Warranty 

TIC Recoil Proof™ Scopes ... 
they pass the 45/70 test! 

~THOMPSON/CENTER 
~ARMS COMPANY, INC. 

Read your mounting instructions. TIC Recoil Proof Scopes will withstand magnum recoil if mounted 
properly in accordance with the instructions provided by the manufacturers of the mounting system. 

P.O. BOX 5002, DEPT. AH 1-5 
FARMINGTON ROAD 
ROCHESTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03867 



Sl1UETAS 
JOHN TAFFIN 

NEW SILHOUEITE BODY PROPOSES 
FRESH FORMATS ON GLOBAL SCALE 

I
nternational Handgun Metallic Sil
houette Association (IHMSA) is the 
top handgun silhouette shooting orga
nization if one goes by the number of 

members, the number of matches held 
each year, and the number of participants. 

National Rifle Association (NRA) sil
houetting is number two and holds 
numerous matches and is especially pop
ular in California mainly due to a rift 

always participate in the IHMSA Interna
tionals. The number, however, is quite 
small compared to the number of United 
States participants. 

Lately, the readers of IHMSA News 
have been treated to an exchange of cor
.respondence between IHMSA president 
Frank Scotto and Norway's IHMSA 
leader, L.E. Vallery. I don't know which 
party is right or if they both are or if they 

The biggest question that remains is whether or 
not American shooters are willing to really 
recognize that there are other silhouetters 

around the world and release the total control 
that we have had on silhouette shooting. 

between the late Elgin Gates, who was 
president of IHMSA at the time, and a 
number of the California shooters. 

As its name suggests, IHMSA was 
formed not only to promote long range 
handgunning, but also to do it interna
tionally. There are many countries shoot
ing silhouettes besides the United States 
and some truly international competitors 

both are wrong, but obviously there has 
been a major split that occurred between 
Mssrs. Vallery and Scotto after Frank was 
named president of IHMSA. 

The outcome of all of this is a propos
al by Vallery for a new silhouetting orga
nization, a true international organization 
that combines and modifies rules from 
both IHMSA and NRA. Vallery spent a 

"YOUR REVOLVER HEADQUARTERS" 
WEIGAND SMITH & WESSON and RUGER 

COMBAT 
HANDGUNS, INC. 

Package Deals Available 
PPC - ~ 750.00 
'>RA ACl"IO"< -

l\larksrnan Package S 183.00 
Sharp~hootcr Package $356.00 
Exp<:rt Package S466.00 
MaMer Package $92•1.00 

~TREET SLICK A(,71ON JOB - 7'i.00 
Pru in!( <lot.·, not rdl<.,1 I<..._. Jrnmo and ,hippm!( 

General Repairs Welcome 

mber 
n Pistolsmith's 
Guild 
lub 100 

341 SOUTH MAIN ROAD, MOUNTAINTOP, PA 18707 (717) 4 74-9804 

year working to put the new proposal 
together and gathered ideas from silhou
ette shooters all over the world. 

Vallery is a long time silhoutte shooter 
and proposes the new organization to 
bring together all silhouette shooters 
around the world and unite them in work
ing towards a common cause. I quote 
from Vallery's letter to me and informa
tion that he sent: 

"From reading the many articles print
ed by the NRA as well as numerous arti
cles printed in other national publications 
around the world it has become quite 
clear that we as sportsmen around the 
world have a common enemy- global 
anti-gunners! 

"Some of these anti-gun organizations 
are run by the governments, and others by 
private organizations. It has become 
apparent to me that the privately run anti
gun campaigns are by far the most dan
gerous. The reason for this apparently is 
that internationally the news media is 
always anti-government no matter which 
party is governing and good government, 
good laws and law abiding citizens do not 
make headlines or sell newspapers. 

"But historically speaking, small self
serving groups or individuals will make 
the headlines with their words or actions. 
Is it not strange that millions of shots per 
year are fired by the good guys but the 
media only report on the few shots fired 
by the bad guys? 

"The scenario is that in countries 
where private ownership of guns is not 
allowed by the government, the entire cit
izenry of that country are united by a 
common cause. They would all like to 
own one. But it appears that in every 
country in the free world where citizens 
are allowed private ownership of guns by 
the local government, there is always a 
highly vocal minority anti-gun group who 
inevitably benefit from the free publicity 
and propoganda. 

"It is my feeling that not only for the 
good of the sport but ultimately the good 
of sportsmen around the world we, each 
nation competing in any form of silhou
ette, should unite and form a strong and 
tightly bound international shooting asso
ciation. In doing so we will be able to 
give and receive the support of our fellow 
national organizations when required." 

The new organization proposed by 
Vallery is the ISSU or International Sil
houette Shooting Union. Notice that the 
word handgun does not appear in the 
title. The reason being that this organiza
tion is proposed as an international 
umbrella that would take in all silhouette 
shooters both handgun and rifle. 

ISSU Structure 
Here we will only be concerned with 

the handgun proposals or those that are 
the same for both. Here then are the 
major components of the ISSU proposal: 

MEMBERSHIP: Membership would 
Continued on page 93 
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presents 
MASSAD AYOOB- Shoot to Live! 

( Gunfight Survival) 
Massad Ayoob is recognized worldwide as an expert in 
the use of firearms for self-defense and law enforce
ment He is the author of several books and hundreds 

TOLL 
FREE! 

ORDER 
NOW! of magazine articles dealing with lethal force. In this 

video, Ayoob shares his unique perspective on gunfight 
survival including; .45 caliber vs. 9mm, the three most~ , • 1 
,i,mport?nt aspec~~ o! ? gunfight, tstol vs. shotgun, -aa-,800-942-TAPE ~ 
stopp\ng f?Ower, training vs. real ii e. and much more. - BUY 3 GET 1 FREE' ~ 

over 6( minutes ............................ $49.95 • 

HOW TO SHOOT FAST 
And Accurately 

The fastest shooters in the 
world show you how to shoot 
fast and accurately. Complete 
how-to information on equip
ment, draw, grip, sight picture, 
trigger pull ... It's all here plus 
lots more. Professionally pro
duced with slow·mot1on, 
graphics, music and complete 
narration. 
60 minutes $49.95 

BIANCHI CUP 
Features the world's best ac
tion pistol shooters as they 
compete in the most presti
gious pistol competition. Fall
ing plates, moving target. bar 
ricade, practi< al ancf speed 
events are highlighted and 
demonstrated. Play- by- play 
narration, interviews, slow
motion replays and I11ore. 
1qqn .$49~5 

DEADLY WEAPONS 
Learn the truth about modern 
firearms. What they will and 
will not do. Compares different 
calibers shooting through glass, 
into car doors, at bulletproof 
vest, even into auto fuel tanks! 
Thousands sold worldwide. 
See for yourself why the KGB, 
FBI, CIA and hundreds of 
police agencies have this tape. 
Over 100 minutes. $49.95 

DEADLY EFFECTS 
Wound Ballistics 

Shows what bullets do to 
bodies. Howtochooseeffec
tive handgun ammuniiion. 
The effects of bullet weight 
and bullet configuration. Stop
ping power, energy transfer, 
penetration and incapacita
tion. From the producers of 
Deadly Weapons. 

\.•-==;...;--..J Over 80 minutes. $95.00 

DEADLY 
FOR C 1E 

USPSA NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

IPSC Combat Pistol Competition 
True combat pistol action fea
turing the best shooters in 
the world. Watch and learn 
as they go through the paces 
of the most reaITstic combat 
courses ever designed. If Y.OU 
want to be a betler combat 
shooter this tape is a must. 
Professionally produced, full 
color, slow motion, interviews 
and Iots more. 
70 minutes $49.95 

HOW TO WIN AT PPC 
with Grand Master John Pride 
The finest complete how-to
shoot PPC video. Covers e
quipment, stance, draw. grip, 
sight picture. trigger pull. 
how to practice, mental prP
paration and lots more. A 
comprehensive look at win
ning PPC techniques taught 
by one of the best PPC shoot
ers ever. .. John Pride. a two
time NRA/ Bianchi Cup win
ner. 
60 minutes . . . $49.95 

DEADLY FORCE 
Firedrm~ Self•Defpm,:, ThP ldH 

From the produ, ers of Dead I\ 
Weapons and Deadly Effects, 
this video explores the legal 
aspects of deadly force. If an 
intruder breaks into your home 
what < an you legally dol 1} 
Polite!\ ask him to leave. 21 
Shoot the SOB. 1) Hold him 
at _gunpoint until the poli< e 
arrn·e. This video gives real 
answt?rs. 
100 minutes ........ $49.95 

WINNING NRA ACTION 
SHOOTING with John Pride 
John Pride has won the NRA/ 
Bianchi Cup two consecutive 
years and has placed second 
twice. This complete how-to 
video covers all you need to 
know about winning. Pistols. 
shooting techniques, practice 
methods, mental preparation, 
match pressure and more ... 

"'"°._....,_.,..ilioii"'iil this tape covers it all. 
60 minutes ......... $49.95 

JllRL 

~ 
-·---------- ----______ 
, ____ --

FAX: (619) 569-0505 

FAST & FANCY 
SHOOTERS 

The golden era of pre ,fessi1 ,11al 
Pxhibition c.hoot1ng ic. Iring 
past hut nm, ii I an he rPlived 
Se-P ,omP of thP mnc.t inc rP 
dihle fpats eveI perf1,r111erl 
with some of the biggest 
names Rill )11rdan Fd M, 
GivPrn. Herh Parson Ken Hee 
gle and other, are highli!(h!Pd 
1n thic. < nllP< lion of authPnti, 
earh f<>otagP 
--i; minutfH: 

PISTOL MASTERS 
Sight picture, grip, trigger pull, 
stance, fwe of gun and ammo, 
practice methods, mental con
centration ... it's all covered 
in the best, pure "how-to" 
shoot combat pistol video 
available. Features Leatham. 
Enos, Barnhart. McCormick, 
Plaxco, Joanne Hall, Spagnoli, 
Wilson and Chapman. 
60 minutes $49.95 

GUNPLAY 
Trick & Fancy Gun Handling 
The world', greatest Irie k a11d 
fancy gun art1c.tc:. in onP of thP 
rnoc.t amazing \irlf'(l'- P\flr 
Gun spi11ning. g1111 juggli11g, 
tri< k shooting. fast cira" and 
man~ mnrP ama1i11g f Patc. of 
skill a11d talP11t are i11 this 
profpc;c;innctlh produc pd, idPc:1 
All the great names that ha,e 
elevated fa 11,, gu11 ha11dli11g 
to what it ic. todav 
60 mi11ute, $49.'15 

AT THE BEEP 
with J. Michael Plam, 

O11e of the world, best n1e><! 
c onc.ic.tent practical c.hooting 
< 0111/)etitors takes you through 
all p ,ases of he, omi11g a het 
ter pistol shooter. See" hy he 
is known world\\ icie ac. onP of 
the bPst i11structors. He takes 
competitive <hooting one step 
further as he talks about men 
tal and physic al aspects of a 
consic.tent winnPr 
1 ,O minutes $69.95 

Phone: (619) 569-4000 ORDER TOLL FREE NOW!! 

BUY 3 GET 1 FREE!! Please send me the following videos: 

1-111 Call toll free to order and to ask about any tape in which you 
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-I .... are interested. We'll be happy to answer all of your questions. Please include $3.00 shipping and handling. 

C, Buy any three videos at the listed price and receive another lt/lFLDRDE R MDEO ~, L!'!j Tl 
CW) tape of equal or lesser value at no additional charge. 7888 osTRow STREET *A SAN 0Irno cALtFORNtA 92111 .J]I 
~na i:ll:Ul:I I-J.30 C Ana i:l:IH:I I-J.30 C Ana i:l:IH:I I- i:I'~ • 



C.P. BULLETST.M. 
FOR EXCELLENT PERFORMANCE ffi) 

1814 MEARNS ROAD• WARMINSTER• PA• 18974 • 1-215-956-9595 
MON-FRI 10:00am-5:00pm (EASTERN TIME) 1-800-878-BULLET ORDERS ONLY 

C.P. ELITES™ 
Jl~te~~'ff~[Q) lil£1!~ 'ff(CIF{] [8)(\JJ[L[L~'ff~ 

~~'0~<& MAJ~~s~ X 21 
~'0'v' HEADSTAMPED C.P. + P + 9 x 21 

135gr. and 150gr. ~~ " For all high capacity 9mm and 1911 style pistols. Also available 
chamber finish reamers made to our specifications. 

• 135gr FMJ • RN 'ELITES' (.356) 
• 150gr FMJ • 'ELITES' (.356) 

C.P. Super Hardcast 
• 130gr RNL (.356) 
• 140 SWCL (.356) 
• 145gr RNL (.356) 
• 155gr SWCL ( .356) 
• 160gr RNL (.356) 
• 155gr RNL (10 MM) 
• 175gr SWCL (10 MM) 
• 200gr SWCL (10 MM) 
• 170gr SWCL (.41 AE) 

t1~'-N • 152gr SWCL 'ULTRA' ( .45 ACP) 
• 178gr SWCL (.452) 
• 200gr SWCL (.452) 

t1~'-N • 200gr RNFPL (.357) 
(For LP.S.C./Bowling Pins) 

t1~'-N • 125gr CP FMJ ( .356) 
t1~'-ll • 115gr CP STEEL SPECIAL ( .356) 

( Jacketed Base) 

U.S.P.S.A. / I.P.S.C. 
APPROVED TARGETS 

Matching Tape & Pasters 0 
'+' SUPPLIER FOR THE \ 

1990 US NATIONALS 

Target Pins TM 

~~~ HEINIE SPECIALITY PRODUCTS 
• Heinie Premium Compensators (Drop In) 

.45 ACP .38 Super 

.40 S/W 10 MM (Long) 
• Tungston Carbide Guide Rod 
• Extended Mag Button 

Rocket Red 
Signal Green 
Onyx Black 

Saturn Yellow Horizon Blue 
Blase Orange Magma Red 
Aurora Pink Purple Haze 

C.P. BUFFS™ 1.:.:;t°I' 
RECOIL BUFFERS rr ~~ 

(will not swell or stop your slide) 

NE--:-1 C.P. COMPETITION 
fORGED HAMMERS & SEARS 

NE-'l-1 C.P. ULTRA 
GRIP SAFETY 

FOR THE HIGHEST GRIP 

NE-'l-1 C.P. MATCH 
AMMO GAUGE 

9 MM - 38 Super - 40 S & W 
10 MM (Long) - 45 ACP 

Checks ... Case Length, Diameter & 
Overall Length 

! 

BARRELS & COMP KITS 
45 Acp 5" Stainless Match Bbl 38 Spr 6" Stainless Bbl w/Ramp 
45 Acp 6" Stainless Match Bbl Match Barrel Bushings csIue/SS) 

GUIDE RODS SIGHTS 
1 Piece (Gov't or commander) High Visibility Combat 
2 Piece Govt' (5" or 6") Deluxe High Visibility Combat 

SAFETIES & SLIDE RELEASES 
Ex Thumb Safety (Blue/Sta,n1ess) Standard Slide Release (Blue/SS) 
Ambi Safety (Blue/Sta,nless) Beavertail Grip Safety (Blue/SS) 
Ex Slide Release (Blue/Sta,nless) 

OTHER ITEMS 
Extended Ejectors Slide Thumb Guard cs1a,n1essJ 
(45 Acpor 38 Sp,) Mag Well (Blue/Stainless) 

1----:::===:-----------t Extended Magazine Release Extractor 45 Acp 70 or 80 Series 
, _J ~ Extractor 38 Spr 70 or 80 Series 

,__ IL
1 

~ ~~ER NEW BRASS 
Mag-guide 

(Stainless & Blue/Arched & Flat) 38 Super+P (plated) 
Ambi Ma Release • 9mm • 45ACP • 40 S/W • 

!:ij.\l=j.\l~l l_j.\l\l l:J 

~F~ HOLSTERS 
' BELTS• POUCHES 
~ SPEEDLOADER 

BLACK BASKET• PLAIN BROWN 
008 Final Option 
023 Competition Belt 
076 Double Mag Pouch 
077 Mag Pouch (Adjustable 180°) 
700-2 Double Adjustable Clip 
700-3 Triple Adjustable Clip 
002 Cup Challenge 
021 Combat Competition 
333 Triple Speed Loader Pouch 
Safarilond Comp Ill (S & W/K or L) 
Safariland Shooters Box 
Safariland Loading Blocks (S & W) 

LL CHIP McCORMICK 
.LJ1.C PERFORMANCE 
1911 (EDM) HAMMERS 
CAD CAM SEARS 
TITANIUM/CARBON MATCH 

TRIGGER (Long & Short~ 
TITANIUM FIRING PIN 
(Reduces Primer Flow) 
TITANIUM STRUT , ::c- - -

1911 Magazines 
• 10rd - 38 Super SS w/C.P. Mag Pad 
• 9rd - 10mm SS w/ C.P. Mag Pad 
• 8rd - 45 SS w/C.P. Mag Pad 
Spring Conversion Kits 
• 10rd - 38 Super 
• 9rd 10mm 
• 8rd-45ACP 

Accurate Arms - Powder 

• #2 in 1 & 6 lb containers 
• # 5 & # 7 in 1 & 8 lb containers 

Call for special prices for USPSA members 
* ASK ABOUT OUR OTHER AVAILABLE ACCESSORIES .. * COD •VISA• M/C • WE SHIP ANYWHERE. 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED - QUANTITY DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 



A step-by-step guide to 
how I build my custom 

Government Model pistols. 

Photos by lchiro Nagata 
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rny ed rnrown 
he opportunity to explain to Handgunner readers what one 
does for a living may come only once in a lifetime, so 
when the editor asked if I could go through the process of 
building a custom gun, I jumped at the chance. 

The tremendous growth of practical shooting has dramatically 
increased the demand for customized equipment. This article is 
for those who want to know exactly what goes into building a cus
tom pistol. For those who already know a bit about this, I hope 
you can gain a greater appreciation for the work that goes into it. 

Without any further delay, let's get 
into it. First, a gun to start on. What will 
it be: Colt, Springfield, Caspian, or some
thing else? I slightly favor the Colt, but 
it's purely a personal preference. Historic 
significance perhaps. There are more 
copies of the 1911 design than any other, 
and many of them are plenty good 
enough to use as a base gun for a custom 
project. 

If you are going to use a copy of the 
original, I suggest the Springfield 
Armory. I think they have by far the best 
clone going. Another thing I like about 
the Springfield company is the support 
they give to the shooting sports. They 
also listen to the pistolsmith 's and shoot
er's suggestions. 

Whatever gun you choose, let it be blue 
if you want a competition gun. Stainless 
has less abrasive resistance, and is there
fore less suitable for a competition gun. 

Let's assume you have a new Colt 
Government Model in blue finish and it is 
to be converted to a Maxi-Comp. This is 
the finest gun I build for competition and 
now I'll attempt to explain the steps nec
essary to complete it. 

Initial Inspection 
The first step is a complete disassem

bly. Many stock parts are replaced in the 
completed gun, so during disassembly a sorting process is done. 
I simply 'throw the unused parts in separate box to get them out 
of my way. With so many pistolsmiths working on the 1911 
design, the surplus parts inventory in this country is tremendous. 
This means that they are worth almost nothing. 
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What are we looking for in 
the initial inspection? 
Imperfect parts, of course. A 
competition gun needs excel
lent quality, not okay quality. A 
part that would last a lifetime 
in an average gun could fail in 

Handcut checkering is one 
of the most intricate and 

painstaking skills of a 
pistolsmith. Ed lays his 
lines down with a mill 

(right) and then cleans up 
(above) with a needle file. 

one month of a competition shooter's life. (We are seeing many 
shooters going through 40,000 to 60,000 rounds per year!) 

We look at the slide. Are the frame rails large enough to dress 
down exactly parallel, or has a slip during production cut them 
out of square? Are the barrel locking grooves cut exactly in the 
center of the slide with the edges good and sharp? Or did they get 
cut .020" off center with a huge chamfering cut at the rear edge. 

Next, check the bolt face? Is it nice and flat with a smooth 
face, or badly out of square with a "chain saw" finish? 

Some things a pistolsmith can correct, and some things are bet
ter replaced. Nobody likes to purchase a new gun and then hear 
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from his pistolsmjth that the slide has to be replaced before any 
custom work is done. But ask yourself, would Bill Elliott run the 
Daytona 500 with a crankshaft that was excellent, or just okay? 

Custom Goodies 
At last I have a box of inspected parts that will suffice for a 

good combat conversion. Now for all the custom goodies. That's 
right, the custom parts designed especially for the competitor. 

Naturally, I prefer my own designs, but the pages of this 
magazine are full of all sorts of neat goodies from a vast array of 
suppliers. Bill Wilson is probably the largest and I have used 
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many of his parts in the past. 
On this gun I will be using most all of my own Ed Brown 

parts, the High-Sweep beavertail, slotted hammer, Maxi-Well, 
heavy-duty guide rod and reverse plug, dovetail front sight, and 
ambi safety. 

The Maxi-Comp and it's barrel sleeve will be manufactured 
from tool-steel bar stock and matched to the individual slide. 
These two pieces are not available for sale as accessory parts. 

From other makers come the favorite Bo-Mar BMCS sight, a 
Videki trigger, and a Heinie mag button. A Bar-Sto six-inch 
Match Target barrel will be used. This is the one with extra mate
rial on all locking surfaces, intended for precise hand fitting. 

Frame Work First 
I usually start cutting on the frame of the gun by holding it 

inverted in a standard milling vise so the cut can be made in 
front of the trigger guard. This is just a rough cut to get most of 
the metal out of the way. Final shaping and checkering will 

While handwork is still 
the hallmark of a master 
gunsmith, Ed was a tool 
and die maker first where 
he learned how to 
operate power machinery. 

occur later. 
Next the frame is held in a 

special jig on the mill to make 
the cut for the Maxi-Well. This 
part requires one-quarter inch 
of the frame to be machined 
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away. Later, I will install the Maxi-Well in this cut to allow the 
huge magazine well opening required on a top-flight competi
tion gun. 

The High-Sweep beavertail grip safety requires a .25" radius 
cut on the frame with its center point on the safety pin hole. I 
can furnish a jig to pistolsmiths and customers to make this 
radius cut easy and foolproof. In the shop, I use a rotary table to 
remove 99% of the metal and use the jig only for precision hand 
finishing. With this done, we can now turn our attention to the 
front of the frame. 

Most of the top pistolsmiths now remove the radius where 
your middle finger meets the tr:igger guard at the top of the fore
strap. This can be done with a file, but being an old tool and die 
maker, I prefer to machine everything possible. 

(This modification allows the gun to sit lower in the hand 
making for more natural sighting and better control, and allows 
a few more checkering rows at the top. It also feels considerably 
better and that doesn't hurt the shooter's confidence any.) 

Forestrap Checkering 
Now that all this metal has been removed, I'll start checkering 

the forestrap. I use another custom-made jig for layout of the 
beginning lines. Most of the gun plumbers I know now use some 
sort of aid to start the lines straight on the forestrap. A boring bar 
holding a threading tool is a very effective way to do this. 

There are some larger firms using completely machine-cut 
checkering, but a sharp eye can tell the difference and I think the 
customer at least deserves 
hand-finished checkering. 
Mine is completely hand-fin
ished with checkering files and 
pointed up with 60° needle 
files. 

Most guns are checkered at 
20 lines per inch, or .050" 
spacing. Colt Gold Cups and 
all Colt housings have already 
been grooved to this specifica

When we speak of the 
"art" of fine gunsmithing, 

this is what we have in 
mind. A craftsman 

bending to his work, file 
in hand, straining to see 

that the finest detail is 
exactly right. It takes a 
very special talerit and 

dedication to produce 
such work as Ed Brown. 

tion so finishing and crossing is all that is necessary. 
However, 30 !pi checkering is gaining more popularity each 

year. Many customers want to show off a custom pistolsmith's 
talent for checkering and nothing does that better than three 
square inches of 30 lpi on the forestrap. With these small dia
monds, boo-boo's are at least twice as visible. 

Maxi-Well Installation 
Now the checkering is finished on the forestrap, I can go 

ahead and install the Maxi-Well. I won't go into much detail 
here as the installation process takes a complete page of instruc
tion intended for gunsmiths. Please note here that the Maxi-Well 
must be professionally installed and the reader should not con
fuse this part with the drop-in mainspring housing version made 
by Smith & Alexander. 

Once the Maxi-Well is a permanent part of the frame, I'll 
begin the process of finishing the opening and replacing the 
mainspring housing hole. This was covered up during the pro
cess of welding the Maxi-Well to the frame. 

Again, back to the vertical mill and the inverted jig. Now, 
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however, I'll use a 45° end mill to make the opening in the mag 
well. One-quarter inch of 45° lead-in is machined on all sides of 
the mag well. All surfaces are then hand-finished by careful 
hand-polishing. Then it's into the glass bead machine to replace 
the satin finish lost during all the previous work. The glass beads 
will show up any imperfections that must be corrected by more 
hand polishing. 

More Checkering 
Assuming my elbow is rested up from checkering the fore

strap, I'll tackle the mainspring housing. Most all mainspring 
housings come from the factory grooved 20 !pi so all that must be 
done to completely checker them is to add another vertical line 
per side, and then cross them at 90°, or horizontal. Again, careful 
hand-finishing with a needle file produces the needed effect. 

Thirty lines on the mainspring housing is somewhat harder, 
but still possible. Now that Colt is supplying plastic mainspring 
housings with all new guns, replacement is necessary anyway. I 
have found a supplier of aftermarket housings that cuts the 

Continued on page 97 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER •MAY/JUNE 1991 



TEAM SPRINGFIELD CAPTURES STILL ANOTHER WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP. 
Team Springfield's 
championship tally for the 
1990 season includes: 

Doug Koenig 
-Winner, 1990 IPSC World 
Championship (Springfield P9) 

-Winner, 1990 Bianchi Cup and 
Bianchi Cup Speed Event with the 
first perfect score ever recorded 
(Springfield 1911-A 1) 

-2nd Place and Top Professional, 
1990 Masters International Pistol 
Championship (Springfield 1911-A1) 

-5th Place, 1990 USPSA National 
Championship (Springfield 1911-AI) 

-6th Place, 1990 Steel Challenge 
World Speed Shooting Championship 
(Springfield 1911-A 1) 

Rob Leatham 
-2nd Place, 1990 USPSA National 
Championship (Springfield P9) 

-3rd Place, 1990 IPSC World 
Championship (Springfield P9) 

-5th Place, 1990 Steel Challenge 
World Speed Shooting Championship 
(Springfield 1911-A1) 

Allen Fulford 
-U.S. Civilian Bullseye Champion, 
1990 Camp Perry National Matches, 
his fourth national championship 
(Springfield 1911-A1) 

-Winner, 1990 Masters International 
Pistol Championship, the first shooter 
to win the Masters title twice 
( Springfield 1911-A 1) 

"BESTIN 
WO '' 

MIGHT LOOK A LITTLE DIFFERENT TODAY ... 
BUT IT'S STILL A SPRINGFIELD. 

Doug Koenig 
1990 IPSC 
World Champion 

w Doug Koeni& Team Springfield's twent~-one year old 
speed merchant, won the 1990 IPSC World Championship using a 

Springfield P9, he broke several old traditions and solidly established three very 
important new facts of life in the fast paced world of IPSC shooting: 

First ... Even though the tried and true Springfield 1911-Al in traditional .45 ACP or .38 Super 
is still a bonafide winner, it's not the only winner. Now competitors have an option-the high quality, high 

capacity Springfield P9, the only double action 9mm pistol that's a proven winner. 
Second ... with the right combination of talent, determination, hard work and championsliip caliber equipment, 

the road to a major world championship is open to anyone with the commitment to pursue his dreams. 
Third ... Springfield Armory is still America' gold medal winner. We're America's 

leading manufacturer of premium grade, competition proven firearms. Our record 
proves it; Doug's performance with a P9 confirms it. 

Want to be a winner? Now you have two options: The 1911-Al or the 
new P9. They're both Springfields ... your only real choice. 

The Oldest Name In American firearms 

Section SR-40,420 West" Main Street ,Geneseo, IL 61254, (309)944-5631 

Safety and instruction manuals available from Springfield Armory. Always wear·eye ,ind ear protection when using any firearms. Use only factory recommended ammunition. 



CHAMPION'S FORUM 
CHIP McCORMICK 

A LOOK BACK AT' IPSC GUNS FROM 
BASIC .45s f'O RACEGUN .38 SUPERS 

T
he evolution of the parts, acces
sories, and handguns used in IPSC 
(International Practical Shooting 
Confederation) and related "Speed 

Shooting Sports" over the last 10 years 
has been of special interest to me. 

Originally, because of my aspirations 
of becoming a champion shooter, I had to 
be totally aware of what components rep
resented the leading edge of technology 
so that I could incorporate them into my 
equipment. Now, 10 years later, here I am 
in the business of designing and manufac
turing today's generation of components 
that, I humbly submit, represent the lead
ing edge of technology for the 1990's. 

Naturally, as a serious competitor, I 
had to have the state-of-the-art equipment 
for each year. Telling you of my own first 
hand experiences should explain some of 
the evolution of IPSC equipment to date. 

First Nationals 
When choosing my equipment for the 

1981 IPSC Nationals (my first) my main 
objective was to be practical. Since the 
"P" in IPSC stands for "Practical" it 
seemed obvious that I must be, well, 
practical. 

My holster was a Davis Machiria 
model- concealable, pistol close to the 
body and high on the belt, positioned just 
behind the strong side hip. Mag pouches 
close and high also. This is practical. 

The pistol was a Gov't model in .45 
ACP. Throated and polished to reliably 
feed factory 230 gr. ball ammo, a crisp 4 
lb. trigger pull, and high visibility fixed 
sights. And just to be little racy, an add-

on funneled mag-well. I'm looking good 
now, right? 

Wrong, home-boy, come out of the 
stone age. 

When I finally arrived at the Nationals I 
found out that the Top Guns defined practi
cal equipment as: cross-draw holster, pin
guns, and 200 gr. SWC custom reloads. I 
felt like I just fell off of the banana wagon 
and found myself in another world. 

These people are "Garney" (pro
nounced gay-mee). But there doesn't 
seem to be a "G" in IPSC. 

Well, I soon learned that there is a 
silent "G" in IPSC, and it stands for the 
most important factor when it came to 

winning matches. That's okay, "Practical" 
is nice, but "Garney" is- exciting! 

The "G" Factor 
Now that I had identified the "G" fac

tor, it was time to get down to the busi
ness of equipping myself properly with 
state-of-the-art technologies. Because of 
my limited experience in this sport, I had 
no other choice but to follow the leaders. 

John Shaw won the '81 Nationals 
using a Clark "Pin-Gun" ( I 91 I pistol 
with a big fat barrel extension adding 
weight and length), a Davis holster rig, 
and .45 ACP 200 gr. SWC cast bullets. 
Four months later I had the same set up 
and now my "G" factor was at the appro
priate level, a competitive level. 

In 1982 J. Michael Plaxco won using a 
1911 .45 ACP pistol with a compensator 
(device for thrusting spent gases in a direc
tion to work against recoil and muzzle 
flip) and a Bill Rogers plastic open front 

holster. A few months later I had a Plaxco 
compensator gun and a Rogers holster. 

Charles Kelsey and W.C. Wolff 
(America's best known gunspring maker) 
invented a patented magazine follower 
that allowed any standard 1911 magazine 
to hold one extra cartridge in the various 
calibers. That extra round was a big de·.! 
in IPSC matches. 

First .38 Super 
Early in I 983 Charlie Kelsey built the 

first IPSC .38 Super major pistol I am 
aware of. The .38 Super used lighter bul
lets (less recoil) and held more rounds 
(fewer reloads), I used a I 911 .38 Super 
in the '83 Steel Challenge (I blew a five 
second lead, worst choke I know of), the 
'83 Bianchi Cup and the '83 IPSC World 
Shoot. 

Just for the record, to correct several 
.38 Super myths, the Steel Challenge, 
Bianchi Cup, and World matches I shot in 
1983 are the first three times a .38 Super 
was used in a "Major" shooting match, to 
my knowledge. 

In 1984 the .38 Supers and compen
sators began a domination of IPSC that 
lasted throughout the decade. Rob 
Leatham 's success with a compensated 
.38 Super helped shape this trend. 

Modular Guns 
In 1985 the big thing in pistols was 

what is called the modular design. This 
was basically a 1911 pistol with a modi
fied frame extending forward so the muz
zle of the barrel locked up with the frame 
extension instead of the front of the slide. 

Fred and Virgil Tripp and I in Texas, 
and Paul Liebenburg in California, were 
working on the concept about the same 
time. They were great for accuracy and 
"steel loads," but way too heavy. This 
concept didn't go too far, except in 
Bianchi Cup autos where weight is not so 
critical. 

More Innovations 
Late in 1985 Ernie Hill, the World 

Fast Draw Champ, showed up with a new 
line of holster products which incorporat
ed "fast draw" technology. IPSC was ripe 
and ready for Ernie Hill Speed Leather. 

I've never seen a line of products take 
over a sport so fast. By 1986 it was a 
question of who wasn't using these Ernie 
Hill holsters. They were the absolute best 
at the time, the fastest. 

In '86 substantial factory sponsoring 
of top pro shooters became evident. I was 
fortunate enough to be one of these few 
lucky pros. I won my first Steel Chal
lenge that year. 

In my opinion, the biggest occurrence 
in 1987, with respect to equipment, was 
Jerry Barnhart winning the Steel Chal
lenge and IPSC Nationals with a 1911 in 
.45 ACP, in spite of the extra recoil and 
reduced capacity versus the .38 Super. 
Those could be the last major victories 
for the .45 ACP because Jerry switched to 
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.38 Super the next year. 
[n 1988 titanium compensators for 

Steel Challenge pistols began a trend 
towards lighter, more specialized pistols 
for this match. I won my second Steel 
Challenge using a titanium comp, and 
introduced a new line of Chip 
McCormick Performance Products. 

From 198 I to 1987 a three to four 
pound trigger pull was real gamey. Only a 
few very talented gunsmiths could make 
2.5 lb. trigger pull that was dependable. 

The introduction of computer
designed hammers, sears, and triggers 
made by EDM (Electrical Discharge 
Machining) changed this. These compo
nents, so perfect in tolerance, design and 
finish, rendered a trigger job scientific 
versus hunt and peck. Now any knowl
edgeable gunsmith could make a depend
able pull weight set to winning (G-Fac
tor) standards. 

High Capacity Craze 
High capacity pistols were the hot sub

ject in 1989. They had always been around, 
but this was the year that the big factory 
sponsors took a serious look at them 
because the courses of fire were becoming 
more offensive (G-Factor) than defensive. 

It got serious when S&W hired gun
smith Paul Liebenburg to work full time 
at building special high capacity 9mm 's, 
based on converting existing models, for 
the S&W team shooters. 

Springfield Armory could not sit back 
and let their shooters be outgunned, so 
they had their own full time gunsmith, 
Les Baer, do the same conversion concept 
on the P9 9mm. It kind of makes you 
wonder what's going t? happ~ to the lit
tle guys when these big facto'l"1es pull all 
the stops on the R&D budgets to give 
their teams the edge. 

On To The Nineties 
Electronic optical scopes were biggest 

ty pistols designed to survive the high 
pressures, so are several independents 
like myself. 

Now it's 1991, and gamey means 
appendix-mounted, away-from-the-body, 
adjustable-angle, open-front holsters with 
patented trigger-guard locking devices to 
keep the pistol from falling out inadver
tently. And don't be caught without gamey 
adjustable-angle mag pouches that hold 
the mags out and away from the body. 

The pistol for today is 1911 parts-

The Nationals and IPSC World Shoot were won 
with electronic sights. Get ready for the tidal wave. 

news in 1990, after both the U.S. Nation
al 's and World Shoot were won with 
these devices. The increasingly accuracy 
oriented (G-Factor) courses of fire and 
the monetary incentive for scope makers 
to miniaturize and lighten the scopes, 
while increasing the field of view, caused 
this evolution. 

Also, by this time, it became obvious 
that converting high capacity pistols orig
inally intended only for minor power fac
tor 9mm Luger, meant considerably 
shorter service life for these pistols when 
loaded up to IPSC major power factor. 

Subsequently, not only are Smith and 
Springfield working on new high-capaci-

compatible, high-capacity ( l 8rds+ ), 135 
gr. .355" caliber bullets, compensated, 
electronic sighted, with a 1.5 lb trigger 
job, and adorned with extensions (thumb
safeties, grip-safeties, etc.). 

Oh yes, nylon equipment carry bags, 
electronic programmable shot reactive 
timers, and a special few shooters walk
ing around in custom uniforms that look 
like big time race car drivers. 

Future Shock 
Where have we been and where are 

we going with the G-Factor? 
At first there were big problems to 

Continued on page 78 
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~ (j()llNl~ll SEND FOR FREE CATALOG NOW 

PARTS & ACCESSORIES FOR PRACTICAL PISTOL 

ORDER BY FAX! 24 HOUR SERVICE 

Hill #134 Comp. Belt.. ............................ 50.00 Wilson #47 DE 8 RD ... 45ACP Mag ......... 28.95 
Breskovich Advtg. Grip System ............. 55.00 Wilson Extended Ejectior #34 ................. 20.95 
Swenson Ambidextrous Safety .......... _ .. 55.00 Wilson Match Quality Extractor. ............. 16.95 
Swenson Amb. w/fhumbshield ............ 80.00 Wilson Ambi. Safety #192 B/S ............... 54.00 
Wilson #298 Beavertail Sfty (B/SS) ........ 35.00 Shooting Star Magazine .45SP ............... 24.00 
King #206 Wide Spur Grip Sfty(B/SS) ... 25.00 Shooting Star Magazine .38SP ............... 29.00 
Wilson Drop-in LE-K Comp. Kit .45 ..... 250.00 McCormick Titanium Hammer. ............... 75.00 
Clark Pin master Compensator .45 ....... 270.00 McCormick Titanium Firing Pin ............... 24.95 
Wichita Combat Rear Adjust. Sight ....... 60.00 McCormick Titanium Strut... ................... 12.95 
Bombar BMCS Rear Sight .................... 59.00 McCormick Sear.. ................................... 20.00 
Wilson #251 10RD. 38 Super Mag ........ 28.95 McCormick Carbon Fiber Trigger ............ 28.00 

(716) 672-4218 

Smith & Alexander Mag. Well ............... 67.95 
"I Shoot Hostages· Halpin ...................... 4.25 

Check, Money Order, Mastercard, 
VISA & COD Orders Accepted 
Phone Orders: Mon-Fri 4-10 EST 
Add $1.00 per order 
for shipping 
NY State Residents 
Add 7% Sales Tax • ' 

Order & Payment To: Combat Corner, R.D. #1, 9518 Rt. 60, Fredonia, NY 14063 
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HANDGUN HUNl'ING 
J. D. JONES 

1HUNJ' FOR HUNGER 1 IS A PROGRAM 
J'O DISJ'RIBUJ'E GAME MEAi' J'O POOR 

S
eems as if I'm getting pretty good 
lately at pissing off the anti 's who 
read Handgunner so I thought I'd 
throw them a crumb for a change. 

So here it is anti 's, listen up. 
On my last deer hunt of 1990 I didn't 

shoot anything. 
Okay, now back to pissing them off! 
I had a great time. 

Enjoyed most every 
minute of the hunt 
and quite a few of 
the other guys were 
successful in taking 
deer while everyone 
there enjoyed the 
hunt. The only thing 
I didn't really enjoy 
to the fullest was a 
chilly drizzle one 
afternoon. 

I don't want this to sound like excuses 
but any deer hunter knows the weather 
and rut has a lot to do with deer move
ment. During our hunt it started with rain, 
then chilly, cloudy days, then a nice brisk 
sunny morning with their first frost. 

The rut was a month ahead. I won't 
even guess what kind of numbers of deer 

Hunting is done from tree stands or 
elevated blinds. You draw numbers to 
identify your stand- 100% fair. I'd 
never hunted this way before so it was a 
new experience for me. Can't say I've 
made up my mind about it. I like more 
physical activity but I'll give "stand" 
hunting another chance. 

During the chilly drizzle I was in a dry 
blind. Had deer all over me. One little six 
point buck messed around 40 yards in 
front of me for over half an hour while 
does raided the corn patch adjoining. 
They made great decoys, but big daddy 
wasn't having any part of the act. 

None of us hunted the same place 
twice. The drill was breakfast, morning 
hunt, lunch and blasting away, afternoon 
hunt, 'gator tail whores d' ovaries with a 
toddy, dinner and whatever. 

Industry Hunt 
Several industry 

members attended with 
their products and 
everyone had a chance 
to play with all of the 
toys there. Obviously it 
got noisy during mid
day. A total of 24 dedi
cated handgunners 
attended the hunt. Mike 
Wright from T/C 
dropped his nice buck 
with a prototype Scout 
black powder handgun. 

Actually, this was 
a trophy buck hand
gun-only hunt at 
White Oak Planta
tion which is in 
Alabama, about two 
hours from the 
Atlanta airport and 
one hour from the 

Larry Kelly (L) and J.D. Jones share a love of handgun hunting ... and cars! 

To make things a lit
tle more interesting 
there were prizes award
ed in various ways. Paul 
Kazmierski won the free 
hunt for next year with 

museum at Fort Benning. I might also 
give a plug to VALUE car rental who for 
$17 .95 a day, unlimited mileage, fur
nished a new V-8 Mustang LX and better 
service than I get from the majors 99% of 
the time. 

Robert Pittman ill owns White and the 
adjoining Red Oak while Bo, his son, 
does the work. Actually, I think that's the 
way it was probably supposed to work. In 
actuality everyone of the owners and staff 
did their dead level best to make the hunt 
a success for everyone. That includes 
very good accommodations, food and ser
vice. Frankly, it's southern hospitality at 
its best. 

Trophy Deer Hunt 
On to the important stuff. According 

to the hunt update sent to all hunters after 
the hunt 77 bucks and 341 does were 
seen. Sixteen total deer were harvested
three trophy bucks, one spike and 13 
does. We really didn't do a very good job 
on the does as many more should have 
been taken. 

Everyone had the opportunity to shoot 
at least one buck, however, this was a tro
phy, not a meat, hunt. The does were 
abundantly there for meat hunters. 
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we would have seen during the rut. The 
big boys seemed to be laying back in 
thick stuff eating, conserving their energy 
and sharpening their spikes for the 
upcoming festivities. In addition, only a 
fool or anti-hunter would call a big buck 
stupid. 

In Alabama you can legally take one 
doe and one buck per day. Obviously the 
name of the game is to thin out the does 
as there are far too many in relation to 
bucks. More bucks than does are born but 
their mortality rate is far higher with a 
disproportionate number of does reaching 
adulthood. 

We were urged to shoot does and 
didn't do it. I can't speak for the others 
but when I had does around me it was at a 
time when the likelihood of a buck arriv
ing was at its peak- either early or late 
in the day during prime time. 

One day I had the worst luck of the 
hunters- hear that anti's- and I didn't 
see a deer. On the last day when I had to 
leave an hour earlier than normal there 
were at least a dozen deer moving around 
me when the guide came to get me 
because I wasn't at the pick up point. The 
guy in the stand nearest me said he had 
seen 26 deer that morning. 

his 240 pound eight pointer, Jim Reiheld 
won the $200 cash prize for his 14 7 
pound doe which also puts him in con
tention for a free hunt for next year for 
the biggest doe taken during the season. 

John Trussell won the drawing for the 
Thompson Center Arms commemorative 
White Oak Plantation pistol. Jim Reiheld 
also won the drawing for the Dominator 
conversion kit. Wayne Atchison won the 
60% discount off on a Burris scope. 

Robert was well pleased with this first 
Trophy Buck Handgun Hunt and will 
more than likely have another in 1991. 
You are invited. I'll certainly be there 
unless I have a scheduling conflict if it 
happens. 

White Oak has other things to offer 
such as quail and duck hunting. Alabama 
seasons are long and bag limits generous. 
An out-of-state seven day trip license is 
only $52. If you 're from Georgia it's 
$123 'cause that's what Georgia charges 
Alabama residents! 

In my opinion White Oak offers more 
than a fair deal. I didn't shoot anything 
and went home happy; I've taken a fair 
amount of game on hunts and left unhap
py never to return or recommend the out
fit favorably to anyone. 
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If you are interested in White Oak 
write them at Rt. #1, Box 25, Dept. AH, 
Tuskegee, AL 36088, call (205) 727-9258 
or FAX (205) 727-3411. Robert and Bo 
represent what they have to offer accu
rately- no pie in the sky BS stories from 
these guys. 

Hunger Hunt 
Another hunt worthwhile considering 

is a Safari Club Fight Against Hunger 
Hunt. Generally billed as "celebrity" 
hunts, the idea is to supply meat to orga
nizations such as Salvation Army who do 
the distribution. 

You might look into starting such a 
program in your home town, it has 
proven successful all over the country 
although in some areas it may not be 
legal or there may not be an organization 
capable of handling and distributing large 
amounts of meat. 

Herb Bobchin (10 Glynn Ct., Parlin, 
CT 08859 (201) 238-1128) organized one 
in Texas last fall. Both exotics and deer 
were available. Attendance was decent. 
The first animal was free- current prices 
on additional animals. 

Over 3,000 pounds of good meat was 
given to the needy as about 30 antelope 
were donated to the Salvation Army as a 
result of that hunt. These type hunts 
vary in costs, location and participating 
organizations. They are however, worth
while supporting and not just schemes 

to get into your pocket. 
Herb is in the process of organizing 

another handgun-only hunt of this type to 
be held in Texas this fall or winter. Con
tact Herb if you have any interest in 
attending and he will keep you informed 
of what's going on. 

I did take one nice little whitetail buck 
this year. As a matter of fact I used a 
highly customized 357 Mag 8" S & W 
equipped with a Ultra Dot sight which I 
consider to be at the top of the heap of 
electronic dot sights. 

First day of the season a decent eight 
point hesitated broadside in the open 
about 30 yards in front of me. Two min
utes prior when I checked I had a dot. 
When I raised the gun I didn't. 

Centered him in the tube and squeezed 
it off for a clean miss. DA'ed one into the 
ground and got the dot back-the battery 
simply lost contact, a not altogether 
unknown phenomenon with dot sights. 

About that time a young man 12 gauged 
him with a rifled slug 24 steps from me 
from a position 60-70 yards to my left and 
a good bit ahead of me. ice shot. 

I was glad he got him rather than me 
as it was his first deer. However, it's a 
good illustration of while I was wearing a 
blaze orange vest and hat standing in 
ankle high grass the excited 18-20 year 
old young man "forgot I was there." 

The buck I did take with the .357 was 
running toward me and took a 180 grain 

Federal factory hollowpoint in the lower 
throat severing the large artery above the 
heart, penetrating the liver and coming to 
rest in the stomach without its jacket. 

Decent performance for a .357 and 
certainly better than I've seen from some 
.44 Mag factory loads in the recent past. 
Truth of the matter is that a .22 LR would 
have had just about the same effect with 
the same impact. I'm still not a fan of the 
.357 for deer-it must be used carefully. 

I would strongly suggest comparing 
factory .44 Mag loads before taking them 
hunting as the power of some of them is 
more on a par with what we used to load 
in .44 Specials than a true .44 Mag load 
and further suggest heavy handloads 
instead or ammunition from a specialist 
such as Cor Bon who loads them the way 
they should be loaded for hunting. 

Eco-Terrorist Cow Killers 
Heard of any problems regarding live

stock being shot this hunting season? 
.I have information regarding one anti

hunting group encouraging anti 's to dress 
as hunters and shoot farmers' livestock in 
an effort to make hunters look bad. 

They also encourage teaching their 
children to "hunt" by killing cows, etc. 
No, it's no fairy story. 

If you send stamped envelope to SSK 
(721 Woodvue, Wintersville OH 43952) 
and I'll send you ..... 
some info on it. ~ 

The target pistol The high-tech pistol providing all the 
attributes to ensure a rapid improvement in 
personal performance. 

of the future 

In calibers .22 long rifle 
and .32 S&W long Wadcutter 

HAMMERlf 200 
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Stable recoil and recovery characteristics, 
revolutionary in design, materials and 
ergonomics. No target pistol has ever 
provided such natural hold, straight out of 
the box. 

Precision as specified by Hammerli, plus a 
comprehensive conversion and accessory 
system, will excite marksmen at all levels of 
achievement. 

The move to becoming a Hiimmerli 
shooter - now easier than ever before. 

Leaflets and competent advice from 
qualified dealers. 

Mandall Shooting Supplies Inc. 
P.0.8. 2327 
3616 North Scottsdale Road 
Scottsdale, AZ 85252 

Phone (602) 945-2553 
Fax (602)949-0734 

Hammerli Pistols U.S.A. 
Wade + Hannelore Anderson 
19296 Oak Grove Circle 
Groveland, CA 95321 

Phone/Fax (209) 962-5311 
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BY JOHN TAFFIN 

-. 
T 

he .38 Winchester Centerfire 
first saw the light of day cham
bered in the Winchester '73 
along with the .32 Winchester 

Centerfire and .44 Winchester Center
fi re. If these nomenclatures do not 
sound real familiar, it is probably 
because they are all better known by 

in .45 Colt. Since all three cartridges 
were approximately the same length as 
the the .45 Colt- and also less powerful 
since the .45 Colt also carried 40 grains 
of black powder- it was only natural for 
Colt to chamber their Single Action 
Army (Frontier, Peacemaker, HogLeg) in 
these three "rifle" cartridges. 

The .38-40 was eclipsed 

enough. However, using the RCBS trim 
die and extended shell holder, .44-40's are 
instantly transformed into .38-40's. 

The .38-40 was also offered in the Colt 
DA Frontier and New Service, the Smith & 
Wesson Single Action, Double Action Fron
tier, and Triplelock, the Merwin & Hulbert, 
and is now being offered in both Single 
Action and Sisley replicas from Italy. 

the .38-40 
in sales in the SAA only by 
the .45 Colt and .44-40, 
accounting for approximately 
50,000 of the First Genera
tion Single Actions from 

After 50 years of being dead and 
buried as far as American manufacturers 
were concerned, the .38-40 is once again 
being offered by Buckeye Sports in the 
Ruger Blackhawk Convertible supplied 
with two cylinders, one for the aged .38-
40 and the other for the modern up-to
date 10mm. 

their "short" names, .38-40, .32-20, and 
.44-40. The first two digit number rep
resents the caliber and the second pair is 
the number of grains of black powder 
used in the original loadings. 

At the same time that Winchester was 
chambering "The Gun That Won The 
West" in these three rifle cartridges, Colt 
was introducing the Single Action Army 

1873 to 1941. Total produc
tion of all calibers (more than 30) was 
356,000 plus . 

The .38-40 is a .44-40 necked down, 
which itself is basically a .45 necked 
down to .44 caliber. Perfectly good .38-40 
brass can be made from .44-40 brass with 
properly designed sizing dies as offered 
by RCBS. The standard .38-40 sizing die 
does not push the shoulder back far 

My first big bore sixgun was a Colt 
Single Action Army and a beautiful six
gun it was. I started with a Ruger Single
Six .22 and the Colt seemed the logical 
step upwards. At the time, new Colt Sin
gle Actions, the Second Generation guns, 
Ruger Blackhawks, and Great Western 

High Performance Favorite Loads For The .38-40 

16 gr. #2400 

16 gr. #2400 

17 gr. #2400 

18 gr. #2400 

17 gr. H4227 

18 gr. H4227 

18 gr. H4227 

19 gr. H4227 

17 gr. AA#9 :0 

18 gr. AA#9 

19 gr. AA#9 

8 gr. UNIQUE 

9 gr. UNIQUE 

l 0 gr. UNIQUE 

9 gr. HERCO ,, .. 
9 gr. HERCO 

10 gr. HERCO I • • 

11 gr. HERCO 

6 gr. WW231 

7 gr. WW231 

8 gr. WW231 

20 gr. H4227 :, . 
20 gr. #2400 , :t. 

20 gr. AA#9 :. :, . 
800 1000 1200 1400 1600 

Velocity (feet per.second) 

WARNING: Neither the author nor American Handgunner accept responsibility for results obtained with this reloading information 
due to the inherent variation in handloading components and individual reloading techniques. 
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Frontier Models were heard of afar off, 
but rarely seen. 

In 1957, I gladly forked over two 
weeks pay for a 43/4'' Colt Single Action 
Army. With the standard blued and case
hardened finish, it was a prime example 
of the best from the Colt factory. The 
serial number range showed that is was 
made long before World War I and in 
spite of this it was in excellent shape. 

The bluing was worn in a few obvious 
places, the case coloring had turned a 
beautiful light gray, the black gutta per
cha grips had lots of mileage on them, but 
this was a gun that had obviously been 
cared for. It was tight, with no pitting in 
the barrel and no cracks in the grips. 

That Single Action Colt set me back 
$90 and I was the proud owner of, not a .45 
Colt, nor even a .44-40, but I possessed the 
third most popular chan1bering in the Colt 
Single Action production prior to 1941. 
The barrel simply said "'.38 WCF" and I 
was the young owner of a .38-40. 

lt was a beautiful sixgun and amply 
powerful for this fledgling sixgunncr, but 
the original Ruger Blackhawk, the Flat
Top, soon became readily available first 
in .357 Magnum and then in .44 Magnum 
and I let the .38-40 Colt get away. 

A look at the specs of the .old 38-40 
proves quite interesting. From a black 
powder sixgun, the 180 grain bullet had a 
muzzle velocity of 975 fps. The .38-40 is 
not a .38 at all, (which is really a .358). 
but is .40 caliber. 

The ancient .38-40 turns out to be the 
exact equivalent of today's hottest defensive 
cartridges, namely the .40 S&W and the 
watered down 10mm in its FBI loading, 
which are both .40 caliber with a 180 grain 
bullet at 975 fps. The .38-40 chambered in a 
modem sixgun turns out to be the Smith & 
Wesson Model 610 in I 0mm chambering. 

The present .38-40 Winchester factory 
loading consists of a 180 grain jacketed 
soft point that clocks 872 fps when shot 
from a 6.5" barreled sixgun and over the 
triple skyscreens of the Oehler Model 35P. 

At this speed it seems like a terrible 
waste of good jacketed bullets, hut liabili
ty rears its ugly head once again and there 
arc plenty of ancient black powder six
guns out there that could become bombs 
with hotter ammunition. 

r also clocked some .38-40 ammo l 
had left over from the I 950's that were 
headstamped Western averaging 972 fps 
and the warmer Remington UMC going 
1,023, all from the same 6.5'' sixgun. 

ALL HANDLOADS MENTIONED 
IN THIS ARTICLE ARE FOR USE 
ONLY IN THE RUGER .38-40 
BLACKHAWK OR THE TIC CON
TENDER! THEY ARE ESPECIALLY 
NOT FOR USE IN COLT SINGLE 
ACTIONS OR IN COLT REPLICAS. 

The .38-40, being a bottle-necked car
tridge as are the .32-20 and .44-40, is not 
as easy to reload as standard straight
walled sixgun cartridges such as the .44 
Magnum or .45 Colt. Extra steps are 

added as cases must first be lightly lubed, 
then sized, then wiped clean, before 
expanding, priming and reloading. 

Bullet seating can also be a problem 
as the combination of a tight neck, or 
slightly oversized bullet, or both, will 
result in a collapsed neck unless bullets 
are seated and then crimped separately. 
This of course adds another step to the 
loading routine. 

Case necks, while not quite as fragile 
as either the .32-20 or .44-40, dent quite 
easily and if they are fed into the die at 
any stage off-center, it is already too late. 
The brass is ruined. Slow and steady may 
or may not win the race, but it is the only 
way to approach the reloading of the 
WCF line of sixgun cartridges. 

The accuracy of the .38-40 has always 
been hampered by revolver barrels with 
oversized groove diameters. The .38-40, 
like the .40 I Power Mag, is a true I 0mm 
but barrels were often many thousandths 
over size. This of course did nothing for 
accuracy. 

The new Ruger Blackhawk .38-40 
(available only from Buckeye Sports, 2655 
Harrison Ave, SW, Dept AH, Canton OH, 
44706) is built on the large Super Black
hawk sized frame and has a tight barrel as 
can be easily witnessed by the fact that it 
shoots I 0mm loads exceptionally well 
with the auxiliary I 0mm cylinder. 

At last we have a properly chambered 
and barreled .38-40 sixgun, that is also 
far superior in strength 10 any previously 
offered .38-40 sixgun. 

Lyman still offers one bullet design 
for the .38-40, #401043. This is a flat
nosed design of 175 grains weight, which 
comes out at 180 grains with my alloy. 
The 1990 Lyman catalog also lists thi"s 
bullet as a 10mm, and most 10mm bullets 
can also be used with the .38-40. 

I apply cannelures to any I 0mm jack
eted bullet, or cast bullet without a crimp
ing groove, that 1 use in either the .38-40 
or .401 PowerMag. They work just fine. 

Bullet #40 I 043, as well as jacketed 
180 grain bullets in both soft-nosed and 
flat-nosed configuration, are available 
from Patriot Manufacturing (Banyan 
Plaza Suite 334, Dept. AH, Box 9000, 
Sebring, FL, 33870). They are also an 
excellent source for heavyweight bullet 
hunting loads and +P .45 Colt loads. 

I've picked up two excellent, but out-of
production, Lyman bullet moulds in 
#40188, a 165 grain semi-wadcuttcr, and 
#401452, A Boser designed "Keith" style 
200 grain bullet for the .38-40 and .40 I 
Special. When l get tired of looking at the 
same guns at each of ow- local gunshows, I 
start searching out the old bullet moulds. 
Much cheaper and usually more productive. 

The loading manuals, at least the older 
ones, give two sets of data for the .38-40. 
One will be found to be quite light, 
designed for older pre-WWII sixguns, and 
the other will be quite heavy to be used in 
the Model 92 Winchester. Loads for the 
Ruger .38-40 fall somewhere in between. 
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I have used the heavier loads in an 
eight-inch custom .38-40 T/C barrel from 
SSK and have gone lo nearly 1,800 fps 
with the 180 grain Patriot JHP and 24.5 
grains of #2400. This load, as all my .38-
40 loads, is assembled with Winchester 
.38-40 brass and Winchester WLP 
primers. At 25 yards, this full house load 
is a tack driver. 

Favorite loads for the Ruger Black
hawk .38-40 are assembled with either 
10.0 grains of Unique or I 8.0 grains of 
#2400. These loads are in the 1,200+ fps 
category with the I 65 grain cast bullet or 
the 180 grain jacketed bullet. 

Patriot has a new jacketed bullet that 
has more bearing surface and a concave 
base for increased powder capacity. With 
20.0 grains of H4227 a full 1,300 fps is 
achieved with nearly one-inch 25 yard 
accuracy. This puts the .38-40 not all that 
far behind the .41 Magnum. 

Most accurate loads for the .38-40 
Blackhawk turn out to be Lyman's 
#40188 with 10.0 grains of Herco 
(1,250 fps), 10.5 grains of Blue Dot 
(1,031 fps), and 6.5 grains of 452AA 
(990 fps). All of these are in the one
inch at 25 yards category. 

Best loads with the slightly heavier 
bullet #40 I 043 are I 6.0 grains of #2400 
(LI 19 fps). 18.0 grains of AA#9 (1,207 
fps), and 9.0 grains of Herco (l, 178 fps). 

Hornady's new 170 grain XTP I 0mm 
bullet makes an excellent .38-40 bullet. I 
add a cannelure right behind the shoul
der, load it over 18.0 grains of #2400, 
and the result is tight little groups at 
1.286 fps. 

It is very difficult to justify the exis
tence of the .38-40 anymore. lt is not a 
silhouette pistol. Factory ammunition is 
expensive and under-powered. Most six
gunners that purchase the Ruger Black
hawk Convertible will probably use it 
with the I 0mm cylinder most of the time. 

Me, I'm a little more traditional. The 
.38-40 in the Ruger sixgun takes me back 
to my teenage years. That alone makes it 
worth the price of admission. 

Add in proper handloads and I have an 
excellent sixgun for roaming the desert, 
foothills, and mountains, one that will 
handle anything I am likely to confront. 

Since I had two Herter's .401 Power
mags, I decided to have one made into a 
.38-40. Searching through the parts cata
logs, I found a standard-sized single 
action grip frame and ebony grips to 
replace the comfortable, but cumbersome 
PowerMag grip frame. 

The .40 l then went southeast to Bowen 
Classic Arms (P.O. Box 67, Louisville, 
TN, 37777) with instructions to cut the 
barrel to 4.75" reshape the hammer and 
front of the frame, flat-top the rear of the 
frame around the rear sight, and finally, re
chamber to .38-40. The result was a real 
packin' sized .38-40 sixgun. 

Hmmm? I wonder what the Ruger .38-
40 Blackhawk would look and ...... 
handle like with a 4.75" barrel? " 
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Davis #455 
Security 

Greg Kramer's inside-the-waistband holster is both 
comfortable and concealable. Here it's shown with a .45. 

A Hard Look At The Best Concealment Holsters 
By Al Pickles 

C
arrying a handgun concealed is 
definitely not an easy and simple 
matter. True concealment of an 
adequate handgun is a frustrating 

task fraught with compromises, some of 
which are highly dangerous to accept. 

There are several legitimate and, yes, 
quasi-legitimate reasons for true and near 
total concealment of a handgun. "Total" 
is qualified only because it is really 
impossible. A pro will "bump you" in 

Andy Arratoonian SOB holster 
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order to find out if what he can't see is 
actually there. Pros, incidentally, walk 
both sides of the street. 

Among the legitimate reasons for con
cealment of a handgun are, of course, 
select law enforcement assignments. Typi
cally this would include undercover opera
tions such as drug enforcement and stings. 
It is interesting to note that genuine con
cealment is actually so difficult to attain 
that many agents either forgo being armed 

or more or less openly 
carry a non-police type 
weapon. 

I do not include 
off-duty officers or 
many functional 
detectives because 
most of them can 
afford to print without 
too much concern. To 
"print" means to carry 
a gun which, while not 
visible, is detectable 
by the bulge. 

Printing is part of a 
compromise whereby 
you carry an adequate 
handgun somewhere 
under your jacket that 
relatively few people 
will notice, given a 
lack of any specific 
reason to study your 
appearance. If a citi
zen recognizes you as 
an off-duty policeman 
and sees the bulge of a 
shoulder holster, he 
will probably note it 
with approval and a 
sense of security. If a 

bad dude sees the print, he will probably 
clean up his act, at least for the moment. 

Another legitimate reason for con
cealed carry is the licensed private citizen 
who has reason to protect himself, or 
maybe more importantly herself. Their 
occupations or their work locations may 
put them in harms way. 

It is a sad commentary that crime and 
the subsequent breakdown of the criminal 
justice system has reached the point 
where many people fall into this category. 

It is important that the person licensed 
for concealed carry strive for good con
cealment. While he prepares for the worst 
he certainly does not want to be misread 
by the policeman. 

A Delicate Subject 
The quasi-legitimate reason for con

cealed carry is a delicate subject. Maybe 
my background as a police chief and offi
cer with 32 years of investigating violent 
crime will give some credibility to my 
thoughts on the matter. 

Let's accept the fact that there are 
many people, maybe a large body of 
people, who have valid reasons to fear 
for their lives both in their homes and 
on the street. I am concerned for these 
honest and decent people who probably 
will be, or already have been, victims of 
violent crime. 

I am concerned for people for whom a 
failing society offers little hope and no 
concern. People who by virtue of the 
political jurisdiction in which they live 
are absolutely forbidden the natural right 
of self-protection. People too proud to 
submit and who are just not going to take 
"victim" status as a way of life, be it vic
tims of crime or The System. 

I 
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For these honest people who have 
made their own choice to defend them
selves at all cost, good concealment is an 
absolute must for reasons that surely are 
obvious. 

Unfortunately, to attain concealment 
that good, they must compromise an ade
quate firearm and stopping power for a 
handgun of lesser value. 

An adequate handgun is one which, by 
virtue of its caliber and capacity, will stop 
an attack before the attacker can do seri
ous harm. Adequate ammunition is that 
which will assure incapacitation while 
presenting minimum danger to others in 
the area. 

A full size .45 autoloading pistol 
with manstopping ammunition is about 
as close as you can come to adequate. 
This same pistol, however, is extremely 
difficult to conceal, especially in the 
warmer seasons where light clothing is 
the common style. 

In the case of females, concealment on 
the person with an adequate handgun is 
darn near impossible. 

Because more and more women are 
electing to own and carry a handgun 
rather than meekly submit to the human 
beasts who prey upon them, let's address 
their particular problems as they relate to 
handgun concealment. 

Shoulder holsters can be had 
in both vertical (right) and 
horizontal modes of carry. 

Women attract attention from males 
- good men and bad. I have a sneaking 
hunch there is a natural design factor 
involved in this. Women dress to look 
good, be it a smart business outfit or 
close-fitting leisure wear. What women 
may find hard to comprehend is that 
evil men completely misinterpret their 
intentions. 

Nonetheless, women are not about to 
start walking around in baggy pants and 
bulky tops. Of course there is a ton of 
psychology involved in all this and there 
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are no absolutes. 

Concealing a handgun 
effectively is very 
much a matter of 
what clothes one 
wears. Women wear 
different clothes than 
men, obviously, and 
their needs in a 
concealment holster 
are thus different. 
Some rather exotic 
attempts have been 
made to 
accommodate the 
fairer sex with a 
holster. 

The bottom line, however, is that most 
women are going to dress to show them
selves at their best. You just cannot do 
this and conceal an 81/2 inch, 44 ounce 
Colt .45 autoloader. 

Yes, you might be able to conceal a cou
ple of .25 Berettas, but I can recite all kinds 
of horror stories concerning the pitiful stop
ping power of these cute little guns. 

Pistol Purse 
A lady's best bet, therefore, is to carry a 

powerful handgun about her person rather 
than upon it. Now the minute I suggest a 
purse for carry, the male reader will con
jure up all sorts of images of her having to 
dig a pistol out from under a few pounds of 
common purse clutter, only to end up with 
a barrel full of paper clips, Nuprin pills, 
and maybe even a stubby pencil. 

On the contrary, the purse I am sug
gesting has a separate compartment sand-
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wiched between two sides of a functional 
purse with quick access from the outside. 
Actually, the gun is secured in its own 
quick draw holster within the separate 
sandwiched compartment. 

When the purse is carried as a shoul
derbag under the arm with the strap over 
the shoulder, all one needs to do is break 
through a Velcro seam at the front edge 
and draw her handgun. It is a much faster 
operation than reading the description. 
With practice, draw time rates at under 
one second. 

While the Holsterbag is not inexpensive, 
one must remember that it is also a very 
beautifully designed and well constructed 
shoulderbag. It is constructed of unblem
ished cowhide with several dyes available. 
The maker, Guardian Leather of P.O. Box 
277, Newton Center, MA 02159, offers a 
host of other interesting and innovative 
products for both men and women. 

Horseshoe Holster 
Most men, of course, do not carry 

handbags. Their firearm is most often car
ried on their person. If they dress stylishly, 
a full-sized firearm is most probably going 
to print. There is, however, one spot where 
it will conceal fairly well on athletically 
built people. That spot i a natural recess 
in the small of the back. 

Guardian Leather's holsterbag is a solution to the inherent problem of a 
women concealing a "normal" holster in woman's clothing. 

After hearing these people out, I 
decided to give one of his holster models 
a fair and lengthy test for concealability. 
The model selected, and incidentally 
most recommended, was the 60TK Road
runner. I definitely was not disappointed. 

The Roadrunner is a high-ride belt rig 
designed to accommodate autoloaders
and only the best autoloaders at that. This 
limitation excludes all but the Colt .45 
Government, Commander and Officers 
ACP, as well as the Browning High 
Power, Beretta 92F, and the S&W 645. 

There is no doubt Milt knows his guns 
and, correspondingly, his leather quality 
and design. 

Andy Arratoonian of Horseshoe Leather in England makes first-class holsters. 

As a high ride concealment holster, 
the Roadrunner is a design of choice for 
those of us Westerners who often wear 
clothing such as the Levi jacket. The 
Roadrunner, complete with .45 autoload
er, is worn with belt slots straddling the 
pants belt loop and over the right rear 
pocket. During normal activity in a Levi 
jacket, the gun and holster cannot be 
seen. Bending over is another matter. 

What was needed was a specifically 
designed holster to take maximum advan
tage of this body recess while presenting the 
gun for a fast draw without foregoing gun 
security. This was a tough problem to solve 
and required the master talents of Andy 
Arratoonian of Horseshoe Leather fame. 

Andy constructs an excellent small of 
the back holster which he calls, with a 
typical Yorkshire chuckle, the S.O.B. 
model. He offers variations for inside the 
pants or outside. You can also opt for 
thumb up draw or thumb down. 

An airmail letter and several U.S. dol
lars will get you a fine catalog from 
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which you will learn a great deal about 
design and quality. Write Horseshoe 
Leather at The Cottage, Shadow, Ripon, 
HG4 5BP, England- but do it fast as 
Andy is increasingly overwhelmed with 
orders. He is the holster supplier for the 
professionals worldwide. 

Sparks Roadrunner 
I have heard more people wax enthusi

asm over the leather products of Milt 
Sparks than I can afford time tb count. 
The editor, a passingly fair pistolero in 
his own right, is counted among those 
supporters. 

Not to worry. For those of you who 
wear a suit coat or sports jacket on the 
city's mean streets, the Sparks conceal
ment rig works very well indeed. Incor
porated in the Roadrunner is a full-length 
front sight track for a snag-free presenta
tion of your pistol when necessary. 

An optional thumb break is available at 
extra cost but I find the snug fit of my 
sample negates the need for this safety 
device. Being just that- a safety device
I would not discourage you from its inclu-

Continued on page 70 
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TRI-CALIBER 
The new Heckler & Koch P7K3 is a 
miniaturized version of the legendary 
9mm P7 and it comes in .380, .32 
and.22 LR! 
By J.B. Wood 

A
round 1965, Heckler & Koch 
designed their first handgun. 
Their former Mauser connec
tions were apparent in its 

mechanism- it had several similarities 
to the Mauser HSc. 

It also had some features that were 
uniquely H & K in design. They called it 
the HK4, the figure being a reference to its 
convertibility from .380 Auto to three other 
chamberings: .32 Auto, .25 Auto, and .22 
Long Rifle. The change to the other center
fire rounds required only a switch of bar
rels, recoil springs, and magazines. 

The .22 LR conversion had one other 
step, the reversal of the breech face in the 
slide, to change the head recess and re
position the impact location of the firing 
pin point. When everything was done 
according to the instructions, the HK4 

I 

\ • 

Auto and .22 LR kit. 
The HK4 was an excellent gun, but 

it may be that converting it from .380 

The author liked the handling 
characteristics of the HK plinker. 

The caliber change-over is relatively simple, as Wood explains in the text. The 
tri-caliber HK comes with everything you need to change calibers. 

worked perfectly in all calibers. 
Most US shooters were not particular

ly interested in the .32 and .25 conver
sions, and toward the end of its produc
tion, the pistol was mostly sold as a .380 

to .22 LR and back again, with the special 
screwdriver provided, was a J'ittle too 
tricky for the average shooter. Whatever 
the reasons, it apparently did not sell as 
well as expected. It was discontinued 
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only their "major 
caliber" pistols, in 
.45 Auto and 9mm 
Luger. The success of their unique P7M8 
and P7Ml3 pistols led them to design a 
new .380 convertible gun that is a 
reduced-size version of the 9mm 
squeeze-cocker. They named it the P7K3, 
and again, the number refers to the three 
cartridges it uses- the .380 Auto, .32 
Auto, and .22 Long Rifle. 

The conversion to .32 Auto requires 

The author points to the port side of 
the ambidextrous magazine release 
button, which is pushed downward to 
release. 

only a change of barrel and magazine. A 
fitted wrench is provided to remove and 
replace the barrel retaining nut. 

The .32 Auto round has long been pop
ular in Europe, where it is called the 

Continued on page 108 

45 



HAND GUNNING HINTS 
Trigger Management 

Bennett Viken & Robin Sutton 

1. Slack should be 
taken up while assuming 
the firing stance. 

~ fl 
\ \, 

2. Creep is a more precise matter. Only ,,,,__,,.___ \ \ 
practice can determine how much to take up, 
keeping the gun on that delicate edge of . 
firing while squaring up the sights. / ( 

~ /.-~ ..i 

' ·')• 
/ --

r _,.,./ /:) 
,..,. ,,,,,.... ........ #" 

'' 

~ 
I I 

{ I,' 

I ( 
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3. But sometimes the gun goes off before 
the sights are aligned. If it happens 
too often, the cause could be a forgetful 
trigger finger. 

4. To help it remember, wrap adhesive 
tape around the finger on either side of 
your ideal trigger placement. 

'-VI 

~ r ~:(,,_,f __ 

\I 

~ \ '. i' 
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5. Concentrate on feeling the trigger 
when taking up slack in practice and 
before long you'll find its memory 
restored. 

© 1990 Bennett Viken & Robin Sutton 
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EACH ONE OF THESE BOOKS IS 
LOADED WITH 10'5, BUT ONLY 

ONE WILL GIVE YOU A COMPLETE 
ROUND-UP OF I 0111111s. 

r,----------, 'Vfl!~f Send me the Special Issue 10mm I • ~• American ffandgunner 1991 Annual. I 
D 1 Copy for only $6.95 D 2 Copies for only $11.95 

I D Payment enclosed D Bill my MC/Visa I 
I NO.------- Exp. Date --Initial --1 

(CA residents add 7.25% sales tax) 

The 1991 American Handgunner Annual 
is one book of 1 Os you won't want to miss. 

Experts are calling the 10mm the caliber of 
the '90s. The 1991 American Handgunner 
Annual offers the FIRST EVER complete 
round-up of 10mm and .40 caliber handguns. 

I Name ----------------1 Inside this special issue you'll get: 
Address evaluations of all current 10mm handguns, 

I I history of cartridge development, reloading 
City information, combat shooting tips and much 

I State ____ Zip ------------1 more. 
Send to: Handgunner Dept. AH-M/J, 591 Camino de la 

L Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108 _J You can get your copy only while supplies 

- - - - - - - - - - last. Ordertoday! 



ONCE IN A GENERATION. • • 
Truly great gun designs come along only once in a generation. Meet the CZ-99, a distilla

handgun. Designed and built at the 
in Yugoslavia, the new CZ-99 double 

tried and true design elements with 
the technical innovation that comes with 
135 years of military arms Manufacturing: 

*All high-stress components of Poldi 
ordnance steel. *Tritium-illuminated sights 

standard. *Tri-function ambidextrous thumb 
lever that retains slide, then returns hammer to the 

half-cock position. *Inertia firing pin. *Loaded chamber 
indicator that provides visual and tactile status check. 
*Ambidextrous clip release. *Enhanced ignition capability 

that allows use of sub-machine gun ammo. *Chamfered 
firing pin hole to preclude pierced primers. *Stripable with

out tools. *Will fire reliably underwater. *Total component 

tion of the most desirable features of the combat 
famed Zastava ordnance facility 
action 9mm combines 

WE HELP YOU GET YOUR FEDERAL 
FIREARMS LICENSE! 
As early as your third lesson you can learn how to get 
your FFL. We give you an actual FFL application ... Then 
we show you just how to fill it out and tell you just where 
to send it. 

interchangeability. *Operating temperatures -40 to 165 f. 
*Component life expectancy of 30,000 rounds without breakdown, 

with a 25-meter accuracy standard of 2.75" for the first 10,000 rounds. 

THE NEW GENERATION IS NOW! 
The CZ-99 is imported exclusively by T-0 ARMS 
Dealer Inquiries: 

T-D Arms Nationwide Sports 
30464 23-Mile Rd. 
New Baltimore, Ml 48047 
Tel. 313-949-1890 

70 James Way 
Southampton, PA 18966 
Tel. 215-322-2050 

FAX 313-949-1989 FAX 215-322-5972 

OUR FAMOUS STAFF IS ALWAYS READY 
TO HELP YOU! 
We are always ready to be at your service. Our famous 
expert consultation service is available to you as a Modern 
Student. .. even AFTER you graduate! You'll get special tips 
and hints from these pros who have the necessary 
know-how. 

BE A WINNER! 
Join the thousands of successful men who have taken our 
course! They come from all walks of life and range from 
beginners to advanced gunsmiths. There is much to be learned 
by everyone in this "all complete" course. You·11 find lessons on 
just about every well-known shotgun, pistol, rifle and automatic 
plus many hard to find firearms too. You'll find out how you can 
take apart and repair all of these and more. Get into a career 
where you'll make good money and have fun too! 

SPECIAL TOOLS START YOUR OWN BUSINESS .. Be a Proud and Successful Gunsmith!" ARE ALL INCLUDED We show you how you can go into business for yourself full 
A complete tool kit is included in or part-time. You can even start your business in your 

home ... Everything you need is included! After teaching 
your course. Special tools include gun repair for over 40 years to over 45,000 students, we've 
the well known Powley Computer had the necessary time to smooth your course out...to "fine 
and Powley Ballistics Calculator... tune it". we include everything for you that a "gun pro·· has 

r WRITE NOW FOR FREE FACTS!orcall (602) 990-8346, 
YES! Please rush free information on how I can become 
a gun pro. No previous experience necessary, I am 
under no obligation and no salesman will call. 

you'll also get a pull and drop gauge, to know and have! 
a trigger pull gauge, checkering ~~01TIC0 •c-.._, Name: ------------ Age --
tools screwdrivers plus many more ,Pa\ • ACCREDITED BY THE ACCREDITING Address 
special ,terns to make up all the tools : e COMMISSION OF THE NATIONAL C1ty/State/Z1p 
you"ll need to get you started fast \ J HOME STUDY COUNCIL 

•, 
0

, 0 • APPROVED FOR VETERANS AND GI MODERN GUN REPAIR SCHOOL dept GBA51 

L:::!~!':!,~C~~~~~1~~~~·!!'!;!~~2,1,~ _________ :·.:·.:: ____ !~N!~~s----------------L-2!:e_N~!~H~~~-.:~~~!:3!:~~~:.~~~~!:02~J 



W hether you like it, dislike 
it, or could care less, the 
9mm DA self-loader is 
here to stay. Every day it 

becomes more firmly entrenched in 
American law enforcement, a fact that is 
praised by some and bemoaned by others. 

Of course, the 9mm versus .45 contro
versy rages on, and, as with all human 
conflict, will no doubt continue as long as 
one proponent of each viewpoint is still 
around to argue. I'm not about to open up 
that can of worms. 

We will, however, examine one of the 
newest versions of the so-called Wun
dernines and delve a bit into the philoso
phy of police weapon training. 

What follows are one man's thoughts 
on pistolcraft (derived from years of com
petition, street carry, and training hun
dreds of police officers) and is sure to 
start a fight at any IPSC match. 

The Gun 
First, the gun. Editor Hopkins fondly 

refers to S&W's "Gun Of The Week." 
While that may be somewhat of an exag
geration, it is not too far off the mark. 
The subject of this article, however, is a 
specialty weapon aimed at a specialty 
market- a DA-only auto for police . 

. Our subject gun is in a class by itself. 
It can only be fired by trigger-cocking, 
and therefore is really a single-action. 
However, DA-only (double-action only) 
is what most folks want to call it, and so 
shall we. 

The new S&W guns are numbered 
5946 and 6946. They are, respectively, a 
15-shot 5906 and a 13-shot 6906 that 
have been modified to fire by trigger 
cocking only. The "4" in the third digit 
of the number designations refers to the 
DA-only feature. 

In appearance, the difference between 
a 5906 and a 5946 is superficial. Natural
ly, there is no safety/decocking lever. The 
hammer is curiously shaped, being some
what reminiscent of a pendulum clock 

D 
SEM 

counterweight. The trigger has a slightly 
different configuration. 

The rest of the weapon, externally, is 
pure 5900 or 6900 series. Of the two guns 
I handled, the 5946 was fed only a couple 
of magazines due to the short time I had 
it. The 6946 was fired extensively, and is 
the basis upon which my conclusions 
have been reached. 

Test Firing 
Dry-firing this new action produces 

one of the most awful trigger pulls I have 
ever encountered. It is a long, heavy 
crunch, with a disconcerting click halfway 
through. 

The hammer, at rest, remains flush 
within the slide cut-out. When the slide is 
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MUTANT 
NINJA 
PISTOLS 

-ONLY 
UTOS 

By Robert Mejia 

At left, the hammer flush with slide 
(dry-fire mode) and protruding 
(charged, ready to fire). One of the 
author's test targets shows the 
potential of a DA-only S&W auto. 

cycled manually, however, things get a bit 
different. The hammer now protrudes 
nearly half-inch and the trigger sets back 
.388", thus shortening the stroke. 

This improves things a bit. The click is 
still there but not nearly as noticeable. 
What is objectionable is the fact that the 
trigger "stacks" quite heavily near the end 
of the stroke, very similar to an untuned 
Colt Python. 

It is important to understand the differ
ence between these two trigger pulls. 
Empty, in a dry-fire mode with the slide 
not being cycled, the trigger pull is horri
ble. With the piece charged and ready to 
go, the pull is manageable, but still not 
what we would call good. 

Continued on page 73 
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By John Taffin 

I 'm not a gambler. One time during 
my youth I thought seriously about 
gambling. The time was 1954 and 
my beloved Cleveland Indians had 

set the baseball world on fire by winning 
111 regular season games. The Tribe was 
loaded with living legends such as pitch
ers Bob Feller, Bob Lemon, Early Wynn 
and Mike Garcia, three of whom won 20 
or more games that year. 

The Indians would meet the New York 
Giants in the World Series and I laid 
down my bet. Four games later, all hope 
had been lost and the Indians were in 
total disgrace. My gambling days were 
over and I'd learned a cheap lesson. 

From that time on I have refused to 
gamble so when Hamilton Bowen of 
Bowen Classic Arms offered me a wager, 
I turned it over in my mind very carefully. 
I quickly reviewed the facts, and promptly 
decided this was no gamble, this was a 
sure thing. 

Bowen has long been known for his 
custom work on Rugers, such as convert
ing both single-action Blackhawks and 
double-action Redhawks to everything 
from .25 Hornet to .32-20 to .45 Colt and 
even the .475 and .500 Linebaugh. 

Although Bowen had never really said 
it in so many words, I got the feeling that 
as far as he was concerned, there were 
only two types of revolvers- Rugers and 
everything else. 

Then it happened. Perhaps, I just 
caught him at a weak moment. Whatever 
it was, he mentioned to me that he would 
like to start offering a service of making 
cylinders for Colt Single Actions. I could 
hardly believe my ears. Bowen was inter
ested in making cylinders for the old Colt 
Single Action! 

I hesitated not a moment and offered 
him the loan of a few cylinders from my 
parts inventory for him to study and mea
sure, with both Second and Third genera
tion cylinders being sent off to his Ten
nessee shop. Shortly 
thereafter, Bowen 
informed me that he 
thought he was ready 
to start making cylin
ders for the old Colt. 

Only thing is 
Bowen needs a couple 
of old Colts to practice 
on. Again I hesitated 
not a moment but said, 
"I have a couple of 
Colt Single Actions 
that I am not com
pletely satisfied with. 
Would you like to 
practice on them?" 

It was at this point that Bowen men
tioned the word gamble . After all, he had 
never worked on Colt Single Actions and I 
could wind up with two custom Colt Sin
gle Actions or I could wind up with junk. 

Continued on page 88 
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How DO YOUR SHOOT· 
ING SKILLS STACK UP 10 
THE WORLD'S BEST? 
Find out through the FIRST EVER 
American Handgunner International 
Postal Match ... 

OSTA 
ATC 

International competition 
has a special aura 
about it, a unique 

feeling of camaraderie 
and fellowship that comes 
only from knowing that 
you are competing in the 
very same event as a 
brother athlete from Sri 
Lanka, England, Ital~ 
Singapore or New 
Zealand. This sharing of 
fair competition with the 
exhilaration of victory and 
the bitterness of defeat is 
somehow different when 
the contest is waged on a 
worldwide, international 
format. 

This is why the Olympics are 
considered the pinnacle of sport. This is 
why the World Cup of soccer is the single 
most-watched athletic event on earth. 
And this is why the IPSC World Shoot 
attracts shooters from every corner of the 
globe to compete one against another in 
an international match where each 
country's champion can battle to win 
against every other nation's chosen elite. 

Unfortunately, there are two problems 
with international athletic competition 
today- politics and money. It is 

outrageously expensive to bring together 
competitors from all over the world to 
one location. Moreover, even with an 
unlimited budget, you still could not host 
a true world event because various 
political constraints prohibit the athletes 
of one country from competing against 
those of another. 

So it is with all of this in mind, as well 
as another significant factor that we'll 
address in a moment, that American 
Handgunner has created the first truly 
international shooting match for all our 
readers regardless of their politics or their 
economics. For the first time, you can 
compete against the world on a fair and 
even footing through the American 
Handgunner International IPSC Postal 
Match. 

This is a fully sanctioned IPSC match, 
certified through the International 
Practical Shooting Confederation's world 
headquarters in Brussels, Belgium. 
Furthermore, the course of fire (four 
stages, 35 rounds) is designed by the 
impartial board members of the Interna
tional Range Officers Association (IROA). 

And this brings us to a convenient 
moment to mention the other "significant 
reason" for American Handgunner to 
host the IPSC Postal Match. IROA is a 
fledgling organization working solely 
through volunteer services of a dedicated 
core of directors to promote and establish 
an international standard of excellence 
for Range Officers world-wide. Drafting 
procedures, formulating policy and 
collating a body of "precedent law," 
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IROA seeks to create a global cadre of 
certified Range Officers who work 
together through IROA headquarters to 
further stimulate the growth and 
prosperity of safe, well-run IPSC matches 
throughout the world. 

The problem is that IROA is 
desperately under-funded and American 
Handgunner has decided to donate the 
entire proceeds from the American 
Handgunner International IPSC Postal 
Match to the worthy cause of IROA's 
development. 

We are charging a modest fee of $2.00 
per shooter in order to cover the expense 
of postage, clerical handling and data 
entry of literally thousands of contestants 
world-wide. However, American 
Handgunner is going to absorb all of the 

considerable costs involved in processing 
and administering the IPSC Postal Match 
and we are donating every cent of the 
$2.00 per shooter entry fees to the 
International Range Officers Institute. 

So come and join in the first truly 
international IPSC match! Find out how 
you rank against the best shooters in the 
world! We will publish the results in the 
November/December 1991 issue of 
American Handgunner (on the newsstand 
in October, 1991). And when we say we'll 
publish the results, we don't just mean the 
top 10 or the top 20; we mean that we will 
publish the entire match results, every 
person who shoots! You will see your 
name in American Handgunner and you 
will be able to compare your ...,.. 
score to the world! ~ 
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Hov, To Enter 
The American Handgunner 

International IPSC Postal Match is 
designed for an IPSC club or group to 
host. The free entry packet includes 
one complete course of fire description 
for the four stages designed by ]ROA 
(International Range Officers Institute) 
and one set of score sheets. It is up to 
the hosting Match Director to make 
the necessary number of Xerox copies 
of the official score sheets. 

Also included in the free "IPSC 
Postal Match Kit" are complete details 
and instructions for setting up the four 
stages (35 rounds total) and properly 
filling out the score sheets. The Match 
Director will return each and every 
score sheet to American Hane/gunner 
for processing and will not simply 
tabulate his club's scores and mail 
those scores in. 

The Match Director will include 
travellers checks , international 
cashier's check or money order made 
out to the International Range Officers 
Institute (!ROA) for the total number 
of shooters at $2.00 per shooter. 

Designed to be shot at your own 
club, the four-stage match can be run 
on one mid-size range. 

The scoring will be done at 
American Handgunner using the world
standard MSS (Match Scoring System) 
scoring program designed for IPSC. 

This is an athletic event in its purest 
sense. Competition merely for the sake 
of striving for excellence. Competition 
merely for the the feeling of cama
raderie of shooting with thousands of 
your fellow IPSC shooters world-wide. 
Competition merely for the joy of it. 

There are no shiny trophies, there 
are no brass plaques. Nor yet are there 
any medallions or ribbons or cups. 
There are no awards because the 
reward is the shooting itself. Like the 
marathoner who runs only to finish the 
race, it is a contest within oneself. 

Shoot the American 
Handgunner Postal Match. See 

how you stack up against the 
world. To obtain a free entry 

packet, club presidents or 
group representatives should 

write to: 

Postal Match Entry Kit 
do American Handgunner 

591 Camino de la Reina, #200 
San Diego, CA 92108 
~ 

53 



WORLD SHOOT 

By Nyle Leatham 

a n 1983 at World Shoot VI in Yorktown, Va., defending titlist Ross Seyfried and the 
boisterous United States gold team gave Rob Leatham a ride on their shoulders. 

A new chapter opened in IPSC history. The new champion, a 22-year-old pistol 
shooter from Arizona, was destined to stun the world of the International Practical 
Shooting Confederation, winning World Shoot VII in 1986 in Florida and 

World Shoot VIII in 1988 in Venezuela. 
No other name than Rob Leatham appears more than once on the 

world championship trophy presented by Jeff Cooper after he 
founded IPSC at Columbia, Missouri in 1976. 

World Shoot IX Australia Downunder, a 30 stage 
match with 300 shooters from most of the 37 IPSC 
countries present, was held October 13 to 20, 
1990. The setting was a spacious new range spe
cially built at the South Australia State Shooting 
Park 30 kilometers north of Adelaide. 

There with the blustery west wind of the far 
southern spring blowing chill off the gulf of St. 
Vincent and flights of pink breasted Galah par
rots squawking overhead, Leatham 's turn came 
to smile and carry a new winner. ,~ l ~ ~ 

It was not his first boost up for this new champi- \\ ~\ Oi f'l\l\\_t \ t 
on. The best practical shooter in the world, proven Ji ~ ~V\U 
by his 1280.6405 match points is Leatham's friend, ~ 

Doug Koenig of the 
USA won the World 
Championship. 

student, and Spring- ~b~ 
field Armory sponsored ...._ 
teammate, 22-year-old I 

Doug Koenig. tf 
The win frosted the cake of ~ 1

1 

a very good year for the young I. ~ \ \ ~~ 
hunter from the woods of Pennsyl- '\9' "> rr Ar,, 
vania, which included winning the ' J ,r· 
1990 NRA Bianchi Cup with the ~ 
first perfect score ever and a strong 
second place in the Masters. 

But at age 30 Rob is not bowing out 
gracefully. He says he is keeping open 
the empty spot in his trophy case and 
Doug had best keep the World Cup 
shined. But the long Leatham chapter 
finally found a pause at the 1990 World 
Shoot IX Australia Downunder. Even 

Rob may have contributed to the collective sigh of relief at his getting 
off the tight rope. 

And so we have a new name on the President's Cup 
Unlike some matches, the big prize is not money. The ultimate kick of this game is 

having your name on that travel-battered old trophy which you don't get to keep no 
matter how many times you win it. Douglas Koenig is the new name spelled out. Be 
prepared to hear it a lot and mostly wrong. Say it "Kay-nig." 

The slightly tilted cup of over-polished gilded brass and cracked wood survived its 
most recent journey, 18,000 odd miles from Mesa, Ariz., to Pipersville, Penn., via Ade-
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Coming through the door, ready to 
draw, is Zimbabwe Gold Team 
member Kevin Peters. Kevin is a 
professional hunter in Africa. Next to 
Kevin is Doug Koenig's winning 
Springfield Armory P-9 pistol with a 
Tosco ProPoint with 12' dot. The 
caliber is 9mm Luger loaded to 
"major" power factor. 
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Lovely New Zealand lady Lesley 
Lauder, shooting from the table, fired 
an Ed Brown custom 9mm "modular 
pistol" with a Tosco ProPoint. Below 
Lesley's targets is an aerial view from 
an Australian Arlines jet of Adelaide, 
site of the World Shoot. 
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!aide, Australia. Then it fell to Doug's mom Barbara Koenig to cart the thing down to 
the local trophy shop and pay for engraving. After winning the big one you have to do 
it yourself. 

The inscription reads, 
"The President's Cup 

presented by Jeff Cooper 
founder and president of 

International Practical Shooting Confederation. 
Practical Pistol Champion of the World" 

The winners, their countries and the irregular years of each world shoot are 
inscribed on the plate, but here we've added where the matches were held: 
Ray Chapman USA 1975 
Jan Foss Norway 1976 
David Westerhout Rhodesia 1977 
Jimmy von Sorgenfrei S. Africa 1979 
Ross Seyfried USA 1981 
Robert Leatham USA 1983 
Robert Leatham USA 1986 
Robert Leatham USA 1988 
Douglas Koenig USA 1990 

Winner~ Gun Banned in US 

Switzerland 
Austria 

Rhodesia 
South Africa 
South Africa 

Virginia 
Florida 

Venezuela 
Australia 

There is a certain irony that the whole shooting world saw an American win The 
Big One with a lightning fast gun and car
tridge combination outlawed at home in 
the US. 

Koenig's winning handgun was a 
Springfield Armory factory-customized 
18-round P9 shooting the controversial 
"9mm Major" caliber. (Other IPSC coun
tries may have more problems with his 
use of the Tasco ProPoint electronic opti
cal dot sight than his choice of caliber.) 

Jerry Barnhart took a close second 
with 1276.291 l points. His Wilson-cus
tomized Colt .38 Super was also equipped 
with a ProPoint. Barnhart triggered the 
trend toward acceptance of the large-tube 
electronic dot optical sights in speed 
shooting, winning the 1990 US Nationals 
with one. 

Leatham, with 1263.7700 points, 
placed third shooting a Springfield 
Armory P9 in 9x2 I (9 JLE) with open Bo
Mar sights, although he too has been late
ly working the kinks out of dot sights. 

It's a fairly safe bet that after we iron out Major 9 our next big rules hassle will be 
whether dot sights are "practical." Does a bad guy wait while you switch on your sight? 
Or will fast-changing technology give us automatic switch-on, long-lasting batteries, or 
even dots that don't need batteries? 

Or are we ready to admit that this is just a game and "practical" cannot be defined or 
measured? 

US Shooters Dominate 
A decade of American dominance continued. 
With J. Michael Plaxco in 4th place and Brian Enos in 5th, the US mens Gold Team 

won the team event. US silver team members Frank Garcia and Douglas Boykin were 
6th and 7th with the last gold team member Mark Mazzotta in 8th place. 

Highest non-US shooters were Australian gold team members Ed Danko, Ken Carter 
and Craig Ginger at 9th, l 0th and 11th respectively. Jethro "Jet" Dionisio from the 
Philippines, who won the Steel Challenge 1990 and placed third in the US Nationals, 
ended up 12th overall. A promising young Italian, Ozvald Gerst!, came in 13th place. 

Another Filipino, Christopher Lacson, was 14th; John Dixon of the US was 15th 
with Australian Glen Cook rounding out the Top 16. 

The Top 16 Shoot-Off was a separate event. Appropriately, Koenig and Barnhart 
won 1st and 2nd again. 

Australia's top shooter, national champion Errol Thomas, fell victim to gun mal
function. He zeroed one stage and placed 38th. 

Many other US shooters turned in respectable scores, including John Sayle at 23rd 
and Russ James who, despite duties as manager for both US gold tean1s, earned 24th. 

Painfully absent were the South Africans, the only real competition for the US, 
capable of booting out any of the top winners. The Springboks fell victim to politics 
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Jean-Pierre Denis, president of IPSC, 
proudly wears his American 
Handgunner World Shoot cap. He 
took it off to crawl through the 
tunnels (right). 

Defending world champion Rob 
Leatham (above) shot a Springfield 
Armory P-9 pistol in 9x21. He 
finished third overall, just losing by a 
whisker to his protege, Doug Koenig 
(far right, shooting from inside a 
concrete pipe). French team member 
Bernard Motte (le~) shot a .45 caliber 
extended frame "Scorpio Model." 

s insoluble to IPSC, and were not allowed 
in by Australia. Had they been, other 
countries would have withdrawn. 

As a sop to fair play, a world individu
al championship, albeit with its World 
Shoot X designation now withheld, is 
scheduled in Johannesburg in fall 1991. 

US Ladies Win 
Defending ladies world champion 

Debby James of Connecticut retained her 
title although her chances looked grim on 
Day 4. Mrs. James started a stage without 
a magazine in her gun! She fought her 
way back to win top lady and 62nd place 
overall. 

Second lady was Kippi Boykin, third 
was Shirley Hamilton and fourth Sharon 
Kimbrel as the US ladies gold team also 
took top team and individual honors. 
Shirley Hamilton won the top eight lady's 
shoot off. 

IROA Runs The Show 
Also a milestone in IPSC history, World Shoot IX was a shakedown, the first wholly 

run match by the International Range Officers Association. This unsung group provid
ed skills and professionalism to match increasing performance of the competitors
and of no less importance. 

IROA director Nick Alexakos of Canada and his associate Dave Arnold of Virginia 
worked in close cooperation with Australian match director John Wholohan and his 
assistant John Horgan. The 40 range officers came from all over the globe, perhaps 
none harder working than Army Captain Sarath De Zoysa from Sri Lanka and Jose 
Orus of Ecuador on Stage I 0. 

A Tale Of Two Tunnels 
Stage 14, "The Tunnel Run," was probably the most controversial. Appalled at the 

small size of the pipes, Leatham did a quick draw of his $100 bill to file a formal 
protest. Plaxco protested Mike Hudson's narrow steel popper targets as not legal under 
IPSC rules. 

Leatham's protest was rejected. Plaxco's was upheld, and the stage was reshot with 
paper targets. 

Worth a whopping 100 match points, the Tunnels proved pivotal. The big guys 
scraped through on bleeding hands and knees. The little guys could duck walk bent over. 

Koenig shot it in 14.01 seconds, taking the lead held by Plaxco during the first half 
of the match and never letting up. And playing the profitless but irresistible "What If' 
game, Leatham of course could have won if he had not fired one extra shot on the Vir
ginia Count stage two. 

And Barnhart would have won if he had not blown a dead center hole in one of the 
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indistinctly marked no shoots. Koenig too had his full share of opportunities to throw it 
all away but did not. Rather he shot with cold and brilliant concentration clear through to 
the finish in the dark of stages 28 and 29. 

Same Ole Guns 
An informal survey of shooting equip

ment revealed little new to Americans, 
except maybe those long heavy brown 
leather holsters the Aussies like. 

It was obvious that US designs set the 
trends. There were lots of Colt 1911 s and 
their clones, most tricked out with full
house modifications and compensators. 
The Aussies shoot mostly 1911 s with the 
very fine home grown barrels made by 
Tony Lissner. 

Most top shooters used .38 Supers fol
lowed by a growing number of Major 9s 
and back in the pack a majority of .45s, 
easier to handload in much of the world. 

Safari land holsters were, obviously, the 
most popular. 

English shooters Stephen Senn and 
Mark Derbyshire and friends wore shirts 
reading "Team 9mm Major" so you know 
where the Brits stand on that issue. 1n fact 
Senn said that he is not at all happy with 
the USPSA ban of 9mm Major as 
"unsafe," seeing it as slandering the guns and loads his company Thornlands Shooting 
Center Ltd .. markets with British government proof house certification. 

(The Major 9 plot thickened in January, I 991. Mark Derbyshire reported that pre
liminary pressure test results in a reputable laboratory, Accurate Arms, of his Major 9 
loads with a Finnish powder came in well under American SAAMI standards. One 
speculates that Dave Stanford and USPSA may have to rethink their hasty ban. Or have 
politics gone beyond deciding the issue on its merits?) 

No Worries, Mate 
Competitors reported minimal inconvenience bringing guns into Australia, thanks to 

effective liaison by IPSC Australia. 
Most US shooters had a blast in far off Down Under. They visited pineapple planta

tions in tropical Queensland, dived on the Great Barrier Reef, rode steam trains through 
the rain forest up north and scouted the eye-popping scenery of the Gold Coast beaches. 

Brian Enos may have been the only one brave enough to experience the insanity in 
Cairns known as "bungee jumping." Headfirst off a tower 150 feet above water, sus
pended by elastic ropes on your feet? No way! 

At a range party many shooters tasted tender barbecued kangaroo shot from the over
supply at Dean Herd's Spear Creek Ranch, home of the famous annual Bush Ranger Shoot. 

And some flaunted the rain with authentic oilskin cattleman coats from the Nioa Trad
ing Company, looking like The Man from Snowy River of Banjo Patterson's beloved poem. 

The Americans loved Australia and Australians, (especially pretty lady shooter 

German IPSC Regional Director 
Friedrich Gepperth takes a bead on 
an IPSC Brussels target. Friedrich and 
all the other shooters were greeted 
on the range with huge banners 
reading "American Handgunner." 

Kevin Peters of Zimbabwe launching 
into action under the watchful eye of 
Range Officer Bob Smith on a stage 
called "Hotel Room." 
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Bill Hamilton of California went Down 
Under for the World Shoot as 
"Shirley's husband." His wife Shirley 
is on the US Ladies Team that won the 
gold medal. Shirley won the ladies 
top 8 shoot-off. Bill and Shirley shoot 
9mm Major Springfield Armory 
pistols. 

Philippine national champion Jethro 
Dionisio springs into kneeling position 
(above} while match winner Doug 
Koenig (right} leans around a 
barricade on a stage sponsored by 
American Handgunner. 

Michelle Watson who came 2,000 miles from Perth), but they returned home with 
renewed appreciation for the US advantage. 

It's ironic that beautiful, wide-open, under-peopled Australia, as naturally suited to a 
liberal common sense firearms policy as ever was the American west, should instead 
copy Britain's burdensome licensing laws, especially for pistols. 

Sales and impo1t taxes on guns and gear are frightful. A Dillon RLI 050 costs 2.5 
times its US value. Still the Aussies are no-quarter competitors, ready to buy a Fosters' 
for a guest, sing "Waltzing Matilda" with him in the Ettamogah Pub, and then shoot the 
pants off him. 'Struth, mate! 

Australian IPSC RD Michael Hudson hopes the two years of headaches and the 
expense of World Shoot IX will help raise Australian enthusiasm and skill levels for 
future international competition. 

US Disrupts IPSC Assembly 
Just before the match a quorum made up of the 25 IPSC regional directors and their 

assistants sat next to their national flags around a square of long tables in a big room in 
Adelaide's Hindley Hotel. To have international shooting, there has to be international talk. 

President Jean-Pierre Denis of Belgium called for order. Duty holsters, no-shoot 
poppers, Eagle magazines and regional residency motions filled day one. 

Day two opened on the mean agenda item, Denis' dispute with Dave Stanford. 
Should the US, IPSC's parent country and most powerful member, be censured or even 
disaffiliated for violating IPSC principles with the Major 9 ban? 

And would the Americans fly 8,000 miles and find the assembly action might bar 
them from shooting? 

Despite months of reassurances, that specter was alive to greet them in Adelaide. 
RD Michael Hudson of IPSC believed the rumor resulted in many cancellations and 
some financial strain on the match organizers. 

Dave Stanford asked USPSA board member John Sayle to present the US defense. 
Since I was present at the assembly meeting, Sayle asked me if I was reporting for 
American Hane/gunner. I answered yes. 

He said, "We have delicate matters to discuss. I cannot present my argwnents with 
you in the room." He then asked the group to eject me. I was the only professional 
reporter present. This was done. 

Later, the German RD Frederick Gepparth, among others, asked me if I knew why. 
"The US defense was eloquent," he said. 

"But since Americans are reputed to favor freedom of the press, what did they not 
wish you to hear?" he asked. 

And of course since I could not be prevented from reporting the proceeding from 
tapes, notes and personal accounts, I could then as now only speculate. 

But obviously Stanford and Sayle believe all such executive meetings of IPSC as 
well as USPSA should be not be open. to observers whose accounts might differ with 
"official reports." 

Also in view of the bitter recriminations associated with the Stanford's re-election 
then in progress, they chose not to tolerate an observer perceived as critical. 

But to the business at hand. 
After a tempestuous discussion pro and con of Major 9 and the US action, the 

assembly on a split and confused vote approved the American action. 
President Denis, as a European, took this as a vote of no confidence and resigned, 

Continued on page 96 
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T hey said it couldn't be 
cleaned, but each year 
they made the pilgrimage 
to Columbia, Mo. Year 
after year the faithful 

slung thousands upon thousands of 
slugs at the cardboard infidels in the 
quest for a perfect Cup. 

Many fell along the wayside and only 
two are left who have never failed to 
answer the call, Tom Campbell and Frank 
Behlert. The names of the victors include 
the most famous marksmen to ever cham
pion a cause- Fowler, Enos, Leatham 
and Pride. 

Journey after journey the standard was 
raised higher until at last a young knight 
from the East barely out of his vigil 
would be the first one to claim the Cup, 
clean. Doug Koenig was his name. 

After Koenig claimed the Bianchi Cup 
with a I 920- I 57X it would seem as if the 
crusades were over. The knights could 
return to their fiefdoms, harvest the boun
ty of their green lands and listen to the 
bards sing of their past deeds of valor. 

But no sooner had young Koenig start
ed to drink the nectar from his Cup than 
one of the old warriors sounded forth the 
clarion call of yet one more Bianchi Cru
sade. The Quest for the Perfect Bianchi 
Cup, a l 920- l 92X. 

A new challenge for those who pick 
up the gauntlet means many will look for 
new iron for their scabbards. The veter
ans of past campaigns know the difficulty 
of this Quest. 

In the search for Perfect Iron for the 

up box that once held rat poison. Along 
with it came a letter that tells more about 
him and the gun than any nonsense a 
modern day ministrel could yodel or drib
ble out of his laptop computer. 

The Pistol 
"The pistol you have in your hot little 

hands is referred to as the 'W. B. T. 
Model.' That stands for 'Weigand 
Bianchi Tool.' 

"For the most part we look at all pis
tols as tools. Tools should be aesthetically 
appealing but most of all should make the 
job we are doing easier and faster. I look 
at aesthetic appeal as a sales point and the 
ability to be functional as a resale tool. 

"After you test fire this pistol you 
will probably agree it works better than 
it looks." 

The Barrel 
"This unusual looking barrel started 

life out as a Power Custom Grand Master 
barrel. Ron starts with a Shilen match 
grade barrel blank and turns the necessary 
threads and O.D. to a finished product, a 
l 1/16 bull barrel 6" in length. 

"Ron will probably have a stroke 
when he sees what l've done to this one. I 
have slab-sided the barrel but in an 
unusual manner. The slabs have been cut 
on an angle for use on the barricade. 

"When you slap the barrel against the 
barricade on the flat, the angle tips the 
scope away from the barricade and gives 
you a clear sight picture through the 
scope. 

The shooter grasps the barrel with index and middle fingers while wrapping 
ring and pinky fingers around the Weigand "barricade lug." Fingers are also 
hooked around the edge of the barricade for maximum stability. 

Quest, there is a rough hewn knight errant 
who sweats over his own forge tempering 
irons for the realm. Jack Weigand comes 
from the same country as Koenig and is 
one of the few pistolsmiths who is also an 
NRA Master Class competitor. 

An example of the type of iron this 
smithy likes to shoot arrived in a battered 
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"Out on the front of the barrel is a 
Bianchi finger hook. Simply, this is used 
for a safety, so you don't put your fingers 
over the muzzle. 

"The underlug serves two purposes. 
First, it serves as a guard for the extractor 
rod so it doesn't get bent or so you don't 
grab it during barricade shooting. Sec-
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ondly, the lug in the front is meant to grab 
in front and pull it back into the barri
cade. These two parts along with the 
scope mount are made from aluminum 
6063-T6 type and blue anodized." 

Scope Mount 
"The scope mount is, for the most 

part, designed with the barricade event in 
mind. The rearward mounting is for 
clearance over the barrel to accommodate 
for different shooting styles. The height is 
for a clearer sight picture. 

"When the scope is mounted low on a 
Bianchi gun sometimes the finger hook 
and your knuckles are visible in the 
scope. This can be annoying. 

"We use the Tasco DDP-2, the only 
dot scope choice as of this moment." 

Custom Grips 
"Guy Hogue custom made me these 

fantastic Flat Bottom Monogrips with 

Jack Weigar,d credits his cylinder 
work to his mentor Ron Power who 
showed Jack the tricks of chamfering 
the charge holes and bevelling the 
extractor. Jack also numbers his 
chambers, another Power 
characteristic. 

64 

prone shooting in mind. We all know if 
you can't shoot prone you don't have 
much of a chance to win Bianchi. 

"This is one of the most elegant solu
tions to a problem I have seen in a while. 
Guy is quite the person. He has been a 
source of help and encouragement to me 
and I really appreciate it. They fit without 
modification!" 

Thumb Latch 
"Modified from a stock S&W thumb 

latch. Under the back of it you will notice 
a cut about a third of the way to the front. 
This is to prevent those annoying little 
scratches that a stock one will give you on 
the frame just below it. The underside is 
also relieved for speed loader clearance." 

Cylinder 
"Here is where Ron Power, my men

tor, influenced me in my work. I chamfer 
my cylinders and bevel the extractor the 

way my hero does. Also, note the cylin
der is numbered just like Ron's. 

"The headspace is adjusted to mini
mum tolerance, end-shake adjusted to 
approximately .0005" and cylinder gap 
adjusted to .008". I use Power crane and 
cylinder shims to adjust all of that. 

"You'll notice I use two ball locks. 
The reason I use two is I like the way the 

cylinder locks up and stays locked up 
during firing." 

Action Job 
"I spend a great deal of time doing my 

action jobs. All bearing surfaces are 
honed and polished to remove as much 
friction as possible. I go so far as to 
change some of the angles to aid in 
smoother trigger return. 

The trigger receives considerable 
attention both aesthetically and function
ally. The front is smoothed and rounded 
for comfort. 

"You will notice I don't drill the over
travel stop all the way through the trigger. 
Comfort again, every little bit counts! 

"Also notice the back side of the trig
ger is radiused. If you happen to pinch 
yourself between the trigger and the 
frame, it probably won't break the skin. 

"If you are familiar with the new style 
hand in the Smith's it's called a floating 

The crane is locked to the frame with 
not one but two ball detent locks. 
Weigand says this aids in better 
accuracy, and obviously it's stronger. 

hand. I take it out and toss it in the hop
per. It's not a real asset to a competition 
pistol. S&W apparently redesigned it for 
liability reasons. 

"Also I believe it's easier for them to 
have a pistol function in less time with 
the floating hand. I use the old style, 
fixed pin hands. 

"You'll also notice the bobbed ham
mer. Another trick I learned from ol' 
Ron. His theory is that the hammer at the 
weight it is makes for quicker lock time. 
The balance between speed and weight 
allows less mainspring tension which 
equates to a I ighter trigger pull. Sure 
makes sense and it looks trick too. 

"I use Wolff power mainsprings. They 
seem to last forever." 

Finish 
"The finish for the most part is a light 

glass bead for no glare. There are some 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER •MAY/JUNE 1991 



The internal lockwork (above) of a 
Weigand custom revolver is 
thoroughly polished, honed and 
hand-fitted for an exceptionally 
smooth and crisp trigger action. The 
muzzle of Weigand wheelgun (left) 
shows the angled planes of the slab
sided barrel. The slab-sides are 
angled to lay flat against the 
barricade when the revolver is canted 
slightly in a typical "barricade hold." 
All this is done to accommodate the 
Barricade Event of the Bianchi Cup 
match. For the Moving Target Event 
(below), our photographer lchiro 
Nagata installed a custom Tasco 
ProPoint sight with three red dots. 
The center dot is for point-of-aim 
shots in all other events while the two 
outside dots are calibrated with the 
correct deflection for "leading" the 
Moving Target. The dots are 
calibrated for a specific bullet's 
velocity. 
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polished areas I feel are non-critical sur
faces." 

Timing 
"You will notice the cylinder is fully 

locked up before the hammer falls. This 
is true of all the pistols we build. 

"All pistols are checked for cylinder 
and barrel alignment before we will 
build a custom pistol on one. Some
times you'll find a cylinder not bored 
correctly. I'd rather lose a sale than 
build a shitty gun." 

My Influences 
"Ed Brown was probably the first real 

influence on my pistolsmithing career. I 
had spoken to Ed numerous times about 
his parts and components and he men
tioned if I ever ran into a problem to give 
him a call. 

" ot too long after that I ran into a 
real stinker of a problem building my first 
1911 I 0mm pistol. After a few conversa
tions over this pistol, Ed said to ship him 
the pistol and he would check it out. 

"Ended up the chamber was too tight 
and Ed fixed it. (Embarrassing, isn't it?) 

"Ed returned the pistol with a list of 
suggested improvements in my methods 
of pistol building in a two page typed 
letter, along with a few sketches. How 
many guys would do that for a fledgling 
pistolsmith? 

"Around that time Ed recommended 
me for the American Pistolsmith's Guild 
which I am proud to say admitted me." 

Ron Power 
"I first made contact with Ron during 

my pistol inspection for the Guild. To be 
accepted into the Guild you must build a 
revolver and a semi-auto for them to 
inspect. Ron inspected my pistols and 
gave me a call. 

"He liked my work but felt I needed 
some spit and polish on my action jobs. 
After a few conversations he invited me 
to attend a class he was giving in 
Trinidad, Colo., at Trinidad State Col
lege. It turned out to be one of the best 
experiences in my pistolsmithing career. 

"Ron is a fantastic instructor and you 
can get as much out of the course as you 
want. 

"One night Ron invited me out for 
dinner with his son, Randall. We all 
ended up at the local Holiday Inn soaking 
in a hot tub most of the night. Ron gave 
me the history of the competition 
revolver (should be a book). We have 
become fast friends and without his help I 
don't believe I would be as far along in 
my career as I am. 

"I guess I consider Ron my mentor 
also." 

Background 
"Believe it or not, most of my back

ground comes from the wild and woolly 
world of short-track Stock Car racing. I 

Continued on page 79 
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The AYOOB FILES 
GUNSHOP HOLDUP: 

THE GREG FERRIS INCIDENT 
Situation: An armed robbery 
goes down with innocent 
bystanders between you and 
the thieves. 

Lesson: Hold your fire and 
feign compliance until you get 
a clear shot. Then kill the 
bastard. 

On the morning of Wednesday, February 15, 1987, customer traffic was medium-light at 
Ferris Firearms, 1827 West Hildebrand Avenue, San Antonio, Texas. But it was about to 
become a more exciting than average business day. 

Outside, two men were planning to hold up the store. Tracy Cobbs and Paul Valadez, 
though both only 20, were both budding career criminals. Their records paralleled one 
another's, for two reasons. First, they generally committed their crimes together. Second, 
they were not terribly good at it. 

Three weeks before, they had been arrested for auto theft, and someone in the system 
reportedly had cut a deal with them, setting aside the charges in return for their agree
ment to become informers. Overlooked had been the allegation that at the time of their 
last arrest, they'd said they would next time either outrun or outfight their opposition. 

With their usual good sense, equalled only by their good citizenship, they were about to 
rob a gunshop. Tracy Cobbs unrolled his home-made ski mask. Street Reality was about to 
teach him a lesson the Criminal Justice System had failed to bring home. 

Gregory Ferris, owner of the· shop, was standing at the counter showing a couple of 
handguns to Lewis Harrell, 61, a regular customer. Ferris saw two men walk through the 
door. The first was a young Latino man carrying a blue gym bag. Behind him was the sec
ond man. Ferris saw what looked like a baby blue sweatshirt cut up to form a ski mask, 
over the man's face. He knew instantly. 

But he could not react. In the masked man's hand was a blue .380 automatic, levelled 
straight at him. Going for his own gun against a drawn pistol, Ferris knew, would trigger 
a gunfight that could get the customer standing in the middle killed. 

"Get away from the counter and off to the side," barked the man with the gun, Tracy 
Cobbs. Ferris obeyed. 

Paul Valadez jumped behind the counter. He snatched up the gun Ferris was thinking of 
going for, a loaded Smith&: Wesson Model 64 .38 Special. The stainless revolver with black 
neoprene grips had been stashed behind the counter. Ferris was now facing two armed 
robbers. 

Valadez began shoving guns into the gym bag. Two dozen guns were rapidly shoved into 
the capacious canvas bag: S&:W and Colt and Taurus and Ruger, mostly .38's and .357's 
but some .45's, .44 Magnums, and .22's, and a .380 and a couple of 9mm's. 

Bill McGuire, carrying two open shotguns he wanted Ferris to look at, walked through 
the door. The robbers instantly took him under the gun and disarmed him. Ferris, Harrell, 
and McGuire were all ordered face down on the floor. They had no choice but to obey. 
They were relieved of their wallets. 

Ferris knew it was getting bad. He feared that being proned out on the floor would be a 
prelude to being executed with a bullet in the back of the head. 
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The masked man, Cobbs, snapped, 
"You got any Uzis?" 

Ferris replied that he sold only hand
guns, not assault weapons or submachine
guns. Cobbs accepted the statement. He 
had not noticed his partner Valadez stuff
ing a 9mm semiautomatic MAC- IO into 
the gym bag. 

Cobbs asked, "You got any hand
cuffs?" Ferris replied that they were in 
the west room, where police accessories 
were kept, off the main showroom. 

"Go get 'em," Cobbs snapped to 
Valadez, and the second robber obeyed. 

Time To Fight Back 
Ferris could not see the second man, 

but he could hear the sounds of handcuffs 
being picked up. The first, masked robber 
moved to a position where he could mon
itor both his partner in the next room, and 
the three victims on the floor. He glanced 
down at Ferris. 

"Quit looking at me! Put your face to 
the floor!" 

Ferris appeared to meekly obey. Face 
down, he still watched the gunman out of 
the corner of his eye. He saw the masked 
man step into the next room. 

For a moment, he was out of sight of 
the robbers. He perceived it to be his last 
chance to regain control of his own des
tiny, and of the safety of the two cus
tomers he felt responsible for. 

Greg Ferris sprang to his feet and dart
ed to the hall way, toward the loaded 
Remington 870 shotgun the robbers had 
not yet discovered. 

Ferris rips the 870 from the wall rack. 
Its extended Choate magazine and its 
chamber are loaded with standard Winch
ester 12-gauge Express shells. The first 
two rounds up are 00 buckshot, followed 
by a candy-cane load of slug, buck, slug, 
buck, slug, buck. 

With the gun in a combat position, 
Ferris lunges back into the showroom 
area, the area with two proned-out vic
tims he has to protect. 

The masked man is just coming back 
into the room. As he passes the display of 
reloading equipment he sees his erstwhile 
victim, the Remington pump in his hand. 
Tracy Cobbs raises his .380, aims it at 
Ferris. 

The gun dealer fires. 
Instinct has told the robber to take 

cover. It works. At the blast of the shot
gun, it -appears to Ferris that the gunman 
has merely ducked. Cobbs jumps behind 
the door, yelling something Ferris can't 
make out. 

Firefight Erupts 
For the only time in his life, Ferris 

will regret the ruggedness of one of his 
favorite products, the Di11on reloading 
press. A Square Deal Dillon set on the 
display table has absorbed the charge of 
buckshot. Two of the nine .33 caliber pel
lets have caromed off the press and rico
cheted into Cobbs' right arm, their force 

Trademark of ?la.tee's Supply Tt1~ l)IJl?ACt1120'"~™ ~, 
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can make. Just think what it will do for that • ,. 
custom gun you are having built. We do not ,-:: ' 
simply put hardchrome on guns - they are • 
custom hardchromed to your specs. If ' ' 
you are looking for the ultimate finish for the 
ultimate rifle, pistol or shotgun, ask for it by name - l)(Jli(t1UlM 

SURPASSES STAINLESS STEEL FOR BRIGHTNESS-RUST RESISTANCE SECOND TO NONE 
• Will not gall, chip or peel -

hardness rated at72 Rockwell Scale 
• DURACHROME smoothness reduces 

wear on moving parts 
• Member of the American Hangunner 

Top 100 Pistolsmith List 
• Exclusive plater for Cannon guns 

THE SHOOTER SHOP 
PATRICK J. CONNORS 
514 N. Main• Butte, MT 59701 

AL TITANIUM TltanlumHammerStrut ..................... !4009) ... $12.95 
~ _ _ _ Titanium Firing Pin - 1911 .45 Cal ..... 4003) ... $24.95 

Titanium Firing Pin - 1911 .38 Super ................................ 4004) ... $24.95 

McCormick Titanium Hammer - "Rectangle" Style ............................ 4008) ... $76.00 
Nastoff Titanium Hammer - "Commander· Style ................................ !4007) ... $76.00 

Titanium/Carbon Fiber Ultralight Trigger - Long .............................. 4006) ... $29.95 
Titanium/Carbon Fiber Ultralight Trigger - Short ........................... (4006S) ... $29.95 

Ill 
Brown Ambidextrous Thumb Safety- blue ............. (4045) ... $49.95 
Brown Ambidextrous Thumb Safety - stainless ...... (4046) ... $54.95 
Brown Beavertall lnstallatlon Jig ............................. !4042) ... $17.95 
Brown High Sweep Beavertail Grip Safety- blue ... 4032) ... $31.95 

Brown High SweeP. Beavertall Grip Safety - stainless ...................... 4033) ... $33.95 
Brown "Four-Star' Comp Kit - blue (specify .45 or 10mm) ...... (4057/4058). $328.50 
Brown "Four-Star" Comp Kit - stainless (.45 or 10mm) ...... (4057$/4058S). $338.50 
Brown Commander Style Hammer- blue .......................................... (4034) ... $35.95 
Brown Commander Style Hammer - stainless .................................. (4035) ... $38.95 

King's Extended Slide Stop - blue ......................... jKG2028 ... $31.00 
King:• Extended Slide Stop - stainless .................. KG202S ... $31.00 
King s Combat Speed Thumb Safety - blue .......... KG201 8 ... $25.95 

Sioc.e 1'.l49 King's Combat Speed Thumb Safety - stainless ... KG201 S ... $25.95 
Klng:s Ambidextrous Thumb Safety- blufJ ............................... ( G201AB ... $65.00 
Kings Ambidextrous Thumb Safety- stainless ....................... (KG201AS ... $65.00 
King-Tappen 1911 Combat Sights - White Post Rear /Dot Front ... (KG101 ... $32.00 
King's 1911 Hardball Combat-Sights - White 3-Dot System .......... (KG 104 ... $32.00 

©Ilmrrlk Clark .38 Super 6:: Ramped Barrel - unthreaded .... CL197 .$130.00 
Clark .38 Super 6 Ramped Barrel - threaded ........ CL 196 . $140.00 

©tn~{k@I]]l Clark 10mm 6" Ramped Barrel- unthreaded .... CL199 .$130.00 
Clark 10mm 6" Ramped Barrel - threaded ........ CL198 .$140.00 

@tnffi~ Clark .40 S&W 6:: Ramped Barrel- unthreaded ...... CL201 .$130.00 
Clark .40 S&W 6 Ramped Barrel- threaded .......... CL200 .$140.00 

Clark .45 ACP 6" National Match Barrel - unthreaded ................... CL 190 . $130.00 
Clark .45 ACP 6" National Match Barrel - threaded ....................... CL 189 . $140.00 
Clark Pin Master Short Comp Kit - blue only (specify caliber) ........ CL203 . $270.00 
Clark Pin Master Regular Comp Kit - blue only (specify caliber) .... CL202 . $280.00 
Clark Pin Master Heavy Comp Kit - blue only (specify caliber) ....... CL204 . $335.00 

$.ti ' ' WIison Ext. Mag. Release - blue body ..... !W0318 ... $24.95 
.· , . ·-=~ Wilson Ext. Mag. Release - a// stainless .. W031 S ... $26.95 
/)JjJ~..,,,:i • ll::,." Wilson Checkered Slide Stop- blufJ ........ W1028 ... $23.95 
•·· ,. Wilson Checkered Slide Stop - stainless W102S ... $23.95 
NEW Wilson Combat "First Grip" Magazine Release System ...... (W312 ... $89.95 
NEW Wilson Combat Saddle Type 1911 Scope Mount- blue .... ~W3208 ... $99.95 
NEW Wilson Combat Saddle Type 1911 Scope Mount - silver ... W320S ... $99.95 
NEW Drill Fixture to Install W320B & W320S Scope Mounts ... ( 320DF ... $59.95 
Wilson 5" Full Length Gulde Rod w/Dwyer Group Gripper ........ (W203G ... $36.95 
WIison 4¼" Full Length Gulde Rod w/Dwyer Group Gripper ..... (W203C ... $36.95 
WIison ACCU-COMP "DP-K" Comp Kit- .38 Super- ramped ... lW300-38 .$324.95 
WIison ACCU-COMP "DP-K" Comp Klt-10mm- blue .............. W300-10 .$309.95 
WIison ACCU-COMP "DP-K" Comp Kit- .40 S&W- blue .......... W300-40 .$309.95 
Wilson ACCU-COMP "DP-K" Comp Kit - .45 ACP - blue ........... W300-45 . $299.95 
These are only a few of the thousands of parts and accessories that we handle! 
Send $2.50 for our complete 100+ page catalogue. Dealer Inquiries are welcomed. 

~;rPAartutshoDrlzlstri~butor - ==1SA ~~~~~s ~ <I> <I> <I> ONLY$3MORE ~=== 
L. L. Baston Co., P.O. Box 1995, Dept. AH, El Dorado, Arkansas 71731 
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largely spent. The wounds are not severe, 
and Tracy Cobbs is not incapacitated in 
the least. 

Ferris has pumped the next buckshot 
shell into the chamber. He yells at his 
customers to stay safely on the floor. 
There are no guns of his own left to give 
them, and he knows that Texas laws pro
hibit his customers from carrying their 

as fast as the competition double taps he 
has executed so many times, Ferris 
unleashes his next round. 

The third time is a charm. 
The Winchester rifled slug smashes 

into Cobbs' left forearm, pulverizing 
some four inches of bone. Barely slowed 
from its 1,400 feet per second starting 
velocity, the .72 caliber projectile exits 

The Winchester rifled slug smashes into 
Cobbs' left forearm, pulverizing some four 

inches of bone. 

own concealed weapons. He is the only 
armed man there to deal with the two
against-one danger. 

Moving tactically, Ferris advances, 
edging out to where he can see around the 
door. Suddenly, the man with the .380 
leans out and levels his blue pistol at Fer
ris again. 

Ferris fires. 
The charge of buckshot catches Cobbs 

in the lower abdomen, on a raking angle. 
The pellets tear through soft tissue, and 
exit, lodging safely in a door behind the 
armed robber. 

And Cobbs is still up, still ready to 
shoot. 

The followup is instantaneous. Almost 

_SUPERIOR CAPACITY 

the arm and re-enters the gunman's side 
behind the lateral midline. A fragment of 
the slug cuts through the top of the left 
kidney and then the main body of the lead 
mass impacts the spine, shattering the 
vertebra and ·severing the spinal cord. 

The gunman's pistol, an Italian Tan
Foglio GT loaded with full metal jacket 
.380 ball ammunition, clatters to the 
floor. Tracy Cobbs fa1ls heavily beside it. 
He is still conscious ... but he is no longer 
in a fighting mood. 

Ferris has lost sight of the second rob
ber, Valadez, last seen with a loaded .38 
Special in hand. He yells out to the sur
viving gunman to surrender, to lay on the 
floor. He repeats the command. 

The first high-capacity .45 ACP pistol on 
the market, the P14•45's 14-shot firepower 
clearly outdates the standard capacity .45 Autos. 

SUPERIOR CALIBER 
The P14•45 outclasses all competition by providing 
you the unrivaled stopping power of the .45 ACP with 
unmatched capacity in a standard length magazine. 

SUPERIOR PERFORMANCE 

In a strategically placed mirror, he 
sees the second robber obey, lowering 
himself face down in the next room. 

Ferris calls out to the rescued cus
tomers to ca11 the police. McGuire dials 
911 and Harrell rushes to Ferris' side. 
Harrell picks up the handcuffs Valadez 
has dropped and manacles the robber's 
hands behind his back. Moving the .380 
away from the blood-soaked man on the 
floor, the citizen cuffs Cobbs' less
wounded right hand to his belt. 

The police response was swift. Even 
before the ambulance had arrived, Paul 
Valadez and Tracy Cobbs were under 
arrest for Aggravated Robbery. 

Followup 
Paul Valadez was sentenced to l 0 

years in the Texas State Penitentiary sys
tem for the robbery of Ferris Firearms. 
Tracy D. Cobbs was placed on 10 years 
probation upon his plea of guilty 10 days 
after his accomplice's sentencing. 

The judge pitied him and felt that what 
had been done to him by Ferris' gunfire 
was punishment enough. It was, at least, a 
punishment from which there would be 
no parole, no probation. 

Cobbs recovered uneventfully from 
the injuries inflicted by the 11 buckshot 
pellets that struck him. The rifled slug, 
however, had interdicted the central ner
vous system and left him paralyzed for 
life from that point down. 

The P14•45 is designed with a ramped 5" barrel to 
ensure reliable feeding and a solid barrel bushing 
for enhanced accuracy. Just two of the many 
features normally found only on high priced 
custom handguns. 0 Para-l/lrdnance .. 

·superior Handguns for Superior Shooters 
3411 McNicoll Avenue, Scarborough, Ontario MlV 2V6 
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The same slug had so massively shat
tered the left forearm that he would never 
again have full use of that I imb. If he 
intends to continue his career of violent 
crime, it will have to be as a paraplegic 
one-armed robber. 

Greg Ferris was well-treated by the 
criminal justice system. Advised by 
Cobbs' civil attorney to forward all infor
mation on his insurance and to make an 
offer to settle for the terrible injuries suf
fered by his client in the "accident" in the 
gunshop, Ferris hired his own attorney to 
tell the shyster in no uncertain terms that 
there would not be a penny forthcoming. 
The matter "went away." 

Lessons 
Would a loaded pistol on the belt have 

better served Greg Ferris at the opening 
moments of the encounter? That's highly 
unlikely. Ferris is a skilled match shooter 
and "action" pistolero- I first met him 
some years before the shooting when we 
were both competing at the Bianchi Cup. 

But the Bianchi Cup does not start 
with a loaded gun pointed at the contes
tant, and with an innocent bystander in 
between. Even with a holstered pistol, 
Ferris would have been wise to do just 
what he did: cooperate until an opportuni
ty presented itself. 

Note that once the victims seemed 
submissively cowed into surrender, the 
attention of the criminals lapsed, and an 
opening presented itself. This is some
thing we see again and again in situations 
of this type. As soon as the Bad Guy per
ceives the Good Guy to have surrendered, 
the Bad Guy's attentions stray elsewhere. 

(Warning: the same phenomenon in 
reverse gets the Good Guys killed when 
homicidal felons initially surrender and 
lull them into a false sense of security. 
Notice that Ferris, with another round of 
00 buck in the chamber, diligently guard
ed the wounded and surrendered suspects 
until police arrived, and made good use 
of the bystanders to secure the hands of 
Cobbs and Valadez.) 

We notice that bad guys can take 
advantage of cover, too. Had Cobbs not 
fortuitously or reflexively put that Square 
Deal press between himself and the muz
zle of Ferris' Remington 870, the gun 
dealer's first charge of buckshot might 
have killed the robber outright. 

Throughout the gunfight, Cobbs took 
advantage of cover. However, rifled slugs 
reach through walls easily. 

Most experts suggest that the shotgun 
be loaded with the same kind of ammo 
throughout, so if you lose count of your 
shots you know what's going to be com
ing out of your gun the next time you pull 
the trigger. 

However, for Greg Ferris, the stag-
gered loading made sense. Says Greg, "I 
alternated my ammunition because I fig-
ured that most likely my first two shots 
would be used in a direct encounter but 
that thereafter I might be shooting at or 
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For High-Performance Handgun Bullets, Sierra is ... 

The 

When the FBI conducted its 
tests for an acceptable 10mm 
bullet, only Sierra passed the 
first time around. 

Which is really no 
surprise. After all, Sierra has 
always been the 
leader in bullet 
design technol
ogy. We were 
the first 
company to 

offer a Full 
Profile Jacket. 
Our 185 grain, 
.45 caliber 
match bullet 
was originally 
developed to 
meet Federal 
Cartridge's 
demanding 
standards. 

Sierra's 
Bulletsmiths® were also the 
first to put "skives" at the 
leading edge of the bullet 
jacket to aid in expansion. 

Sierra Bullets ... copied by 
many, equalled by none! 

Sierra's lead cores are extruded with 
a special process to relieve internal 
stresses 

Lead alloys are chosen to 
yield the proper balance of 

accuracy and 
expansion 

Double-tapered 
jackets are 
specially 
designed and 
drawn for 
uniform wall 
thickness 

Dimensional 
quality control 
of our jackets 
is three times 
better than 
industry 
standards 

.. After bullet 
assembly, 
Sierra runs its 

bullets through a special process to 
remove surf ace blemishes and polish 
the jackets 

Final Inspection yields accuracy of 
1.250" extreme spread or better for 
a 10-shot group @ 50 yds. for our 
180 grain ]HP 10mm bullet 

Call 1.-800.-223.-8799 for ALL your reloading questions, 
8am-6pm, Central Time, throughout the USA and Canada 
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GLOCKS J.A.F. GUNSMITHING, INC. 

Double Chamber 
"Big Mouth" Compensator installed 
(does not include barrel). 

Stainless Steel Recoil Spring Guide Rods 
available for all models. 

ACTION-VIDEO PRODUCT-CATALOGUE .. $10.00 
Price of video can be applied toward any 

purchase over $100.00 
Shipping & Handling ....... $3.50 
Price list only ......... , ....... $1.00 

6425 S. W. 5oth Street 
Miami. Florida 33155 
Tel. (305) 662-9407 

Steel Front Sights 
Custom Heights 
& Widths ... $29.95 

"NEW" from Aimpoint 

70 

The~@@@ 

John Pride 

Widest field of 
view available! 
Top pro shooter John Pride relies on the 
most advanced equipment made; that is 
why he uses the new 5000 series electronic 
red dot sight."Aimpoint has designed a 

Aimpoint Theirs 

true 30MM sight that is by far the widest field of view I have seen." The 5000 is available 
with a small dot for action shooting or a ten minute dot for speed shooting. Complete with 
30MM rings, filter, and lense cover. Compare the 5000 with any red dot sight and you 
will agree there is no comparison. For a brochure on the most trusted name in red dot 

sights"''" to Aimpoint 
580 Herndon Parkway, Suite 500, Herndon, VA 22070 

(703) 471-6828 

through cover. This was almost the exact 
sequence I was confronted with during 
the incident." 

Consider the effect of the first two 
buckshot rounds. Some, who only saw 
the newspaper version of this story, erro
neously perceived that Tracy Cobbs was 
some superhuman golem who had taken 
two full blasts of 00 buck and a rifled 
slug, and dropped his gun only because 
his arm was broken. 

The facts of the matter are that, inten
tionally or otherwise, Cobbs had the 
advantage of cover when the first shot 
was fired, becoming perhaps the only 
"satisfied Dillon customer" that Dillon 
Reloading isn't proud of. The two rico
cheting pellets produced only insignifi
cant injuries, and that was hardly Ferris' 
fault. 

The second blast hit on a raking angle. 
None of the pellets that perforated Cobbs' 
abdomen struck anything that he immedi
ately needed to stay up and running and 
threatening. It was the location and angle 
of the third and final hit, even more than 
the crushing power of the 12-bore slug, 
that brought the deadly encounter to its 
conclusion. 

Jeff Cooper wrote Ferris, "The point I 
note is the need to fire a shotgun with 
great precision at short range, rather than 
to rely upon the spread of its shot pattern. 
We teach that here in school and your 
first-hand experience is useful to us as an 
illustration." 

Cooper continued, "The legal notion 
that you might be harassed or even pun
ished for successfully repelling boarders 
is one of the bad jokes of the present day. 
It seems rather too bad that you did not 
center your pattern precisely." 

In that last comment, many readers 
will find much 
to agree with. 

UNDERCOVER 
Continued from page 44 

sion in your own specifications. 
Neighbor (by western standards) Milt 

Sparks can be reached through Box 187, 
Idaho City, ID 83631. 

Kramer IWB # 1 
Speaking of neighbors in the holster 

business, I have had the immense good 
fortune to meet over a local gun show 
table, one Greg Kramer. Greg is an unas
suming and soft spoken fellow who has 
designed some very new and well 
thought-out holsters. 

What Greg came up with was the 
Inside-the-Waistband #1. It wouldn't be a 
secret if I told you that while I appreciate 
the concealment value of a gun being 
inside the waistband, I find them uncom
fortable when worn 12 to 16 hours 
straight. Not so with Greg's design. 

One of the nice features of the IWB #1 
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is its ability to be removed enblock- that 
is, gun and all- and reattached to your 
belt in seconds. This is accomplished by 
using snap-fastened leather loops for 
attachment to the belt. It also makes drop
ping your pants and going to the john a 
lot less frustrating. 

I think the comfort of the IWB # I 
rests in the fact that it is both thin and 
wide. Dang, when you strap this sucker 
on it almost feels good! 

As further illustration of Greg 
Kramer's brilliance, he has designed belt 
rigs for females in local law enforcement 
that actually utilize the shapely female 
contours as an advantage in positioning 
the holster for extended wear with upper
most comfort. 

This is no mean task. One such rig, 
designed for an exceptionally contoured 
lass, he named after her. He calls it the 
Kelly Special. Nice touch! 

Greg can be reached at Pro Line 
Leather, P.O. Box 112154, Tacoma, WA 
98411. He has a catalog, but should be 
helped with postage. 

Cobra Com-Vest 
There will always be those who prefer 

a shoulder holster when packing a con
cealed pistol. It should come as no sur
prise that it is nigh impossible to conceal 
a .45 autoloader in a shoulder rig under a 
suitcoat. You can come close by utilizing 
smallish .45s such as the Colt Officers 
ACP and the new S& W snub .45 auto. 

Acknowledging this, I will recommend 
what I consider to be the best shoulder hol
ster for .45 autoloaders available- and it 
has been around for quite some time. The 
rig is the Cobra Com- Yest which I have 
worn off and on for years. 

The Com-Vest (not actually a vest) 
presents the gun horizontally and, safety 
snap notwithstanding, offers an incredibly 
fast draw. Cobra Gunskin offers the rig as 
one of their best law enforcement sellers. 

While I have not had room in this arti
cle to detail the materials and construc
tion of the holsters mentioned, let me has
ten to assure you that each manufacturer 
offers the finest quality available that 
will, at the least, outlive a ...... 
normal gun toting career. '°' 
HAND LOADING 
Continued from page 26 

case life is much larger than the eye can 
see. 

This centering procedure is especially 
important in aligning the decapping pin 
because an ill-aligned decapping pin will 
mar and rub the flash hole of the case as 
it enters the primer pocket through the 
flash hole to decap the fired primer. 

This can result in an enlarged or elongat
ed flash hole when a symmetric and consis
tent diameter flash hole is a critical element 
in uniform ignition of the metallic cartridge. 

LL CHIP McCORMICK'S-~ 
LJJJ..::.. PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS~ 

~ ''TITANIUM'' 
~~ (EDM) HAMMERS 

45% Reduction in lock time gives M-1911 owners un
matched accuracy with these new light weight hammers. 
Bullseye Shooters, Titanium Hammers offer the latest 
quantum leap in accuracy. IPSC Shooters, there is no 
turning back once you have experienced the benefits of 
45% less lock time for speed shooting sports. 

~~~ "TITANIUM" 
FIRING PINS & STRUTS 

Weighs 45% less than factory standard parts to 
further reduce lock time. The .38 Super/9mm Fir
ing Pins have improved geometry to reduce "Primer 
Bleed & Firing Pin Skate" in IPSC Major Loads. 

~$~ TIT ANIUM/CARJ!~~6:J!~!an ~d~!m:~1!~~g?rs~R 

Low inertia improves dependability and safety for a 
precision trigger. 

Benefits fast triggering, "double tap" situations. 
Trigger resets faster-helps eliminate "trigger freeze." 

Gunsmithing pads on titanium bow and carbon 
fiber shoe allow for precise fit on your pistol. 

~¥J "FORGED" HAMMERS & SEARS f¥J 
~ ~) CASTINGS ARE NOW TECHNOLOGICALLY & ECONOMICALLY OBSOLETE ~ ) 

CAD/CAM "FORGED" Hammers and Sears feature high 
Strength, Low Cost, Superior design, Aero Space materials, 
and in-house manufacturing. Hammers are made from 

Serri-Pnrpped Slandlld Sa 

6150 Chromium-Vanadium steel (aircraft landing gear). The 
Sears are made from 4340 Alloy (race car crankshaft). No 
other products give the M-1911 owners this much value for 
their money. 

I. • Full-cock correctly 3 
located and factory 
POLISHED 

2. • Half-cocked shaped to 
protect sear ~ 

3. Cocking pad clears low 
mount bomar 

4. Sides narrowed to clear 
slide 

5. Strut hole correctly a 
located 

6. • Proven competition 
angles-POLISHED 

7. Relief area for half-cock 
8. Pad to adjust 

"Take-up" 

CAD- Computer Aided Design 
CAM- Computer Aided Manufacturing 
EDM- Electrical Discharge Machining 
FORGED- Bilateral Compressive Shaping 
.001 Profile Tolerance-All Hammers & Sears 
NEVER ANY CASTING FLAWS 
Improved Grain Structure (Strel'lgth) 
Improved Grain Density (Polishing) 
Improved Geometry (Competition Tested) 
Perfect Parallelism between pivot hole & 

all other features 
Titanium-Lightweight, High-Strength, Hi-Tech 
In-house Manufacturing (Unmatched quality) 

• lllcsc pans arc designed to be instaJlcd and safety checked by experienced professional pistolsmiths. for use by competitors in sanctioned competitions.• 

Stainless $22.95 Stainless $27.95 Stainless $27.95 
w/pad 24.95 w/pad 29.95 w/pad 29.95 

Blued 19.95 Blued 24.95 Blued 24.95 
w/pad 21.95 w/pad 26.95 w/pad 26.95 

Conversion Kits (Adds I extra round to ~1andard fixed base mags) 
8rd-.45 (Gov't) $10.95 !Ord-.38 Super(Gov't) $12.95 
7rd-.45 (Officer's) 10.95 8rd-.45acp (SIG 220) 12.95 
9rd-10mm (Gov't) 12.95 1911 Base pad w/screws 2.50 
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In fact, ea! Knox thinks much of the 
early success of the PPC rounds devel
oped by Ferris and Palmisano owed some 
of the credit to the "metering" affect of 
their drilled nash holes. 

Those first .220 Russian cases were 
delivered without flash holes and each 
case, in turn, had to have the flash hole 
drilled. These drilled flash holes were 
precision drilled on center and consistent 
from case to case. 

The advantage was that a large flash 
hole will magnify the differences seen in 
primers, even those from the same manu
facturer's lot, because of the natural vari
ations seen in even the best quality 
primers. But a metered flash hole tends to 
reduce the differences between primers 
and establish a more consistent flame to 
the powder. 

The problem, of course, is these 
primer differences are seldom seen in 
ordinary guns, but bench rest rifles will 
demonstrate them easily. 

A Caliber Question 
Neal brought out one other point that 

is important to handgun reloaders. Every
thing Ferris said about wall thickness in 
rifle bullets was absolutely true, but the 
importance of a properly constructed bul
let becomes less significant as the bore 
diameter increases. 

For instance, if you disturb the outside 
.00 I" of a .22 bullet, the area affected is 

almost 5% of the bullet, but if you disturb 
the outside .00 I" of a .45 bullet, what is 
that percentage in relation to the area of 
the .45 bullet? 

The resulting percentage is much 
smaller and other factors take on greater 
importance in terms of influencing accu
racy in large caliber handguns, but 
because of that very fact it is easier to 
find loads that shoot well in the larger 
calibers than it is in comparable smaller 
calibers. 

Larger caliber handguns by virtue of 
their size negate the importance of per
fectly constructed bullets and allows most 
of us to enjoy accuracy with our big bore 
handloads that we can't find with our 
smaller caliber handguns. 

Neal emphasized he didn't get better 
accuracy from his .44's, but he did find 
more loads that would shoot as well and 
they were easier to develop than he ever 
did for his .357 Magnum's, and he figures 
the ratio nm about 4 to I in favor of the 
larger' .44 versus tke ~mailer .357. 

ea! went on to point·ouf the impor
tance of segregating your empty brass by 
headstamp, and even by the various lots 
from the same manufacturer- again the 
reason is concentricity. Trying to keep 
everything centered and squared. 

Which is what the bench rest shooters 
are doing when they go through a gun 
and make sure everything is either paral
lel, horizontal, square or at a 90° angle to 

the thrust of the projectile. They will even 
square up the heads of the cartridge case 
to make sure they are square and at a 90° 
angle to the force from the projectile. 

The benchrest boys go to extreme 
lengths to make sure everything is run
ning true and straight, even down to mak
ing sure the firing pin is on-center. 
Which brings us to our last point, and one 
that may seem a little odd to be found in a 
column on reloading. 

Firing Pin Finesse 
Because of the natural variation found 

in the different primers made for reload
ers, Ferris feels one area of the firearm 
that needs attention is the firing pin and 
most importantly, the shape of the firing 
pin tip as opposed to the amount of firing 
pin protrusion. 

For instance, on a firing pin of .080" 
diameter he feels the ideal radius is not 
.040", but .050" with the resulting flat
tened radius. He wants a radius on the fir
ing pin tip that does not come tangent 
with the diameter and thus gives a bigger 
surface area. 

This results in the pin striking the 
primer with an effectively bigger hammer 
and, in his opinion, gives better ignition 
of the cartridge. 

But the important lesson from the 
benchrest boys is the concept of concen
tricity. Making sure everything is in line 
and straight, and handgun reloaders can 

DISCOUNT AMMO CACHE 

72 

NO 
FFL 

REQUIRED 

P.O. BOX 1332, RAPID CITY, SD 57709 

605-342-2449 
BUSINESS HOURS: 8:30 A.M. TO 5:30 P.M. (MOUNTAIN TIME) MON.-FRI. 

NO 
FFL 

REQUIRED 

WINCHESTER® ~ming ton. 
Horn.ady Nosier; 

SEND FOR FREE CATALOG 

BRASS BULLETS 

a 
WHAT'S NEW IN 1991? IN WINCHESTER: 9MM 147 gr JHP BULLETS, 9MM 147 gr TC, 
38 ACP 130 gr FMJ, 38/357 158 gr S-PT, 40 S&W/10MM 155 gr TC, 40 S&W/10MM 180 gr JHP, 44 CAL. 
240 gr HOLLOWS-PT; 9MM WIN. MAG PRIMED BRASS, 38 SUPER+ P UNPRIMED AND PRIMED BRASS. 
IN REMINGTON: 9MM 147 gr JHP BULLETS & 357 MAX. 180 gr JHP BULLETS. 

WE OFFER ONLY COMPONENTS - NOT LOADED AMMUNITION 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER •MAY/JUNE 1991 



help improve the concentricity of their 
ammunition by just watching and paying 
careful attention to the adjustment of their 
reloading dies during installation. 

Historically, ammunition has been the 
least critical element in obtaining accept
able accuracy from a handgun. It has 
played a greater role in rifles, because in 
most cases if enough time is invested a 
load can be discovered that will yield 
good accuracy in most any rifle. 

That usually isn't true in handguns, 
and that says more about the general con
dition of the gun in question than any
thing else because like eal Knox said, 
"A good rifle will shoot any load well, 
but a bad rifle won't." 

And the same can be 
repeated for handguns. 

DA-ONLY PISTOL 
Continued from page 49 

The manual of arms for this new 
weapon is simple: insert a loaded maga
zine, cycle the slide, and you're ready for 
duty. There are no external safeties. The 
slide lock and magazine release button 
are there and work exactly like their DA 
counterparts. 

My test piece is equipped with the 
ovak rear sight, adjustable for windage 

only. Elevation changes can be effected 
by replacing the dove-tailed front sight. 

This three-dot system is very good, 
although I feel that the front blade is a bit 
too thick, not allowing enough light on 
either side during a flash sight picture. 

The sloping contours of the Novak 
sight make for almost snag-free carry, 
while still giving enough height for a 
good sight picture. The sight's only draw
back is that it makes one-hand malfunc
tion clearance techniques a very dicey 
proposition. 

DA-Only 9mm 
How do they shoot? No malfunctions 

were noted with either pistol. Over 500 
rounds were put through the 6946. Felt 
recoil and muzzle flip were indistinguish
able from the standard DA guns. 

Winchester Q4217 147gr. sub-sonic 
was used exclusively. 

(A word about this ammunition is in 
order. All criticism of the "sub-caliber" 
aside, this load really does get the 9mm 
up off its knees. The "experts" like to talk 
about energy dump, foot-pounds at the 
muzzle, and so forth. Eye wash. Perfor
mance in the field is what counts. The 
two dozen or so incidents that I am famil
iar with where this round has been used 
by the cops show that it gets the job done, 
and that's what we're talking about here.) 

Interestingly enough, with the excep
tion of a handload using Hornady's 124 
gr. truncated flat-point, the W-W 147gr. 
sub-sonic is the most accurate 9mm 
ammunition I have ever tried. From the 

ON TARGET! 
with the number one source for championship-proven 
precision custom parts and accessories. 

NEW ITEM NEW ITEM 
HOW TO SHOOT 
FAST VIDEO 

$49.95 

PISTOL MASTERS 
VIDEO 

$49.95 

.....:-:.:.t::~ ,..._ .. ___ ,,, __ 
:.....-::. == =-=-

HANDGUN CUSTOM ACCESSORIES 
Wilson Combat 

Extended Safeties Blue or Stainless 
Extended Slide Release Blue or Stain. 
Extended Combat Eiector 
Match Stainless Barrels 
Extended Magazine Button 
Match Trigger w/3 Holes 
Commander Hammer Blue or Stainless 
Beavertail Grip Safety Blue or Stain. 
Shok-Buffers (6 Pk.) 
Combat 3 Dot Sights 
Full Length Recoil Guide Gov.ICC 
Magazine Well Funnel Blue or Stain. 
Checkered Mainspring Housing 
Recoil Springs, 8,9,10,12,15,17,18 Lbs. 
Safariarms Ext. Safeties Blue or Sta. 
Safariarms Ext. Ambi Safety 

Ed Brown Products 
New 1911 Ambi Safety Stainless 
New 1911 Ambi Safety Blue 

Call And 
Save$$$ 
Save$$$ 
Save$$$ 
SaveSSS 
SaveSSS 
Save$$$ 
Save$$$ 
Save$$$ 
Save$$$ 
Save$$$ 
Save$$$ 
Save$$$ 
Save$$$ 
Save$$$ 
Save$$$ 

$19.95 
$2995 

Hi-Sweep Beavertail Grip Safety Blue 
Hi-Sweep Beavertail Grip Safety Stain 
Match Grade Commander Hammer Blue 
Match Grade Commander Hammer Stain. 

$54.95 
$49.95 
$31.95· 
$33.95 
$35.95 
$38.95 

Magazines & Speedloaders 
Metalform Magazines with Pads 
Shooting Star 38 Super 10rds Mag 
Shooting Star 45 ACP S/S Mag 
Safari Comp II Speedloader 
Safari Comp 111 Speedloader 

Action Tune-Up Kits 
S&W K/L/N Spring Kit 
Colt 1911 Spring Kit 
S&W J. Frame Spring Kit 
Beretta/Taurus 92 Spring Kit 
Sig-Sauer P226 Spring Kit 

Miscellaneous Accessories 
Chapman #9600 Screwdriver Set 
Chapman #8900 Screwdriver & Allen Set 
Pro-Optics Shades Glasses 
Phelps Dillon 450/550 Case Feeder 
IPSC U.S. Nationals Video 
Steel Challenge Video 
Bianchi Cup Video 

$19.95 
$27.95 
$22.50 
$ 7.95 
$11.95 

$12.50 
$15.45 
$ 9.60 
$14.50 
$ 9.60 

$ 24.95 
$ 27.95 
$ 27.95 
$149.95 
$ 49.95 
$ 49.95 
$ 49.95 

B.A.T. Products 
B.A.T. Ultra-Mag Brass Pads 2Pk. 
B.A.T. Ultra-Comp Compensator 
B.A.T. Ultra-Comp Kit I 
B.A.T. Ultra-Comp Full Profile Kit Ill 
B.A.T. Ultra-Match Stainless Hammer 

Ernie Hill Leather 
New Fas-Trac Holsters Brown or Black 

$ 9.95 
$ 69.95 
$189.95 
$299.95 
$ 28.95 

Basketweave $99.00 
Speed Competition Belts Save$$$ 
Single Magazine Pouches Save$$$ 
Double Magazine Pouches Save$$$ 
Triple Magazine Pouches Save$$$ 

Safariland Competition Leather 
008 Final Option Holster Save$$$ 
002 Cup Challenge Holster Save$$$ 
Gunfighter Belt Black Basketweave $42.30 
Adjustable Single Mag Pouch BBW $18.25 
Double Mag Pouch BBW $27.35 
Triple Magazine Pouch BBW $37.75 
Competition Triple Speedloader Pouch $17.95 

Chip McCormick Products 
New Titanium Super Light Trigger $29.95 
McCormick Square Commander Hammer $76.00 
Nastoff McCormick Commander Hammer $76.00 
McCormick Prepped Sear $22.95 

Timers & Chronographs 
Pro-Timer Ill 
Pro-Tach Chronograph 
TNT Timer and Chronograph 

Sights 

$225.00 
$129.95 
$325.00 

Bo-Mar BMCS Competition Rear Sight $59.95 
Bo-Mar Undercut Competition Front Sight $ 9.50 
Wichita Combat Rear Sight $59.95 

Books 
"You Can't Miss" by John Shaw $ 9.95 
"Shoot to Win" by John Shaw $11.95 
"Combat 45 Auto" by Bill Wilson $11.95 
"Hallock's 45 Handbook" $11.95 
"Combat Handgunnery New Edition" $14.95 

MAG Funnels 
S & A MAG-Guide $69.95 
Clark/Barret Funnel $25.00 
Shaw Type Funnel $28.95 

~ SHOOTER'S DEPOT 
~ P.O. BOX 3238, HIALEAH, FL 33013 
FOR INFORMATION CALL 305-221-6381 FREE SHIPPING IN CONTINENTAL U.S.A. 

SEND $3.00 FOR THE MOST COMPLETE PRACTICAL PISTOL CATALOG OF 
THE 1990'S. ORDER BY FAX! 305-551-6445 

1-800-553-0844 
FOR ORDERS ONLY 
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Professional 
Handgun Accessories 

MADE IN U.S.A. 

Hi-Sweep Beavertail Beavertail 

Grip Safety Installation 
... The #1 grip safety in the Jig 
world! More shooters specify 
the Ed Brown This is a 
Beavertail than neat and 
all others combined. easy-to-
Allows gun to sit use jig 
lower in the hand for for installing our beavertail 
more natural aim and grip safety. Heat-treated 
lessened recoil due to super-hard so hand filing 
bore's centerline 

I 
right up against it is okay. 

being closer to axis d d 
of forearm. Blue #865 and 1911 Exten e 

1-St_a_in_le_s_s_S_te_el_#_8_66_. __ --1 Safe tie S 
1911 Hex Head 

Grip Screws 
Stop screwdriver 
slips! Replace your 
ruined screw slots 
with these Allen 
Head screws. 
Blue #803 and 
Stainless #804. 

Four-Star 

Made in both Blue #890 and 
Stainless Steel #891, this new 
part is more oversize than any 
other. Angled slightly to keep 

thumb from contacting 
slide and has double 

angle to fit thumb 
perfectly. 
Requires 

gunsmith fitting 
for safe operation. 

Compensator Assembly 
Not just four slots, four separate chambers with four baffles 
to wipe the expansion gas from the bullet and reduce recoil. 
Complete assembly available in blue or stainless steel with 
a stainless barrel pre-fitted to a Colt Government model 
in 45ACP or 10mm. 1911 copies may require fitting. 

Four-Star 

Commander Style 

Slotted 
Hommer 
Holes are precision 
machined in loca- '-
lion and sear hook~ t..: t 
are surface ground 
so hardly any stoning 
is necessary. Heat-treated to 
at least 50Rc. Available in 
Blue #870 and Stainless #871. 

1911 Ambidextrous 

Safeties 
Required for the IPSC weak 
hand stages as well as left
handed shooters. 
Blue #892 
and Stainless 
Steel 
#893. 
Requires 
gunsmith 
fitting for 
safe operation. 

Four-Star 

Comp Only 
Available in any caliber in 
Blue #900 or Stainless #901. 
Internal threaded .581 x 40. 
Requires a 5.5" barrel. 

Heavy Duty 

Guide Rod 
Assembly 

Full Custom Pistol 

Intended for drop-in installation in standard 
Government Model pistols. May be shortened 
for installation in Commander pistols. 

Smith & Wesson 

Cylinder Latch 
For faster revolver re
loads, cut to clear any 
speed loader. Available 
in Blue #894 and Stain
less #895. Fits Smith & 
Wesson 'K', 'L' and 'N' 
frame revolvers. 

Ed Brown 
Products 

Smith & Wesson Extended 

Slide Stops 
#896 fits 45 frame guns 

and 10mm. 
#897 fits 9mm guns with 

double stack magazine 
and 40 Smith & Wesson. 

#898 fits 9mm guns with single 
stack magazine. 

For a catalog of all our accessories 
and custom pistols, send $2.00, 
refundable with your first order. 

Route 2, Box 2922 • Perry, Missouri 63462 
(314) 565-3261 • Fax (314) 565-2791 

prone position at 50 yards, I can hold 
four-inch groups out of my SIG P226 all 
day long. 

As noted, these new S& W pistols are 
intended for service, not target, use. Their 
practical accuracy is very satisfactory. 

Testing was done from the seven yard 
line unsupported standing position and 
the 25 yard barricade-supported standing 
position. Groups averaged 4" and 7" 
respectively, with the 25 yard group 
going high and right. The guns will do 
their part if the shooter does his. 

Only enough formal accuracy testing 
was done to ensure that the guns would hold 
a group. Most of my shooting was done 
from the leather at steel reaction targets
eight inch plates and Pepper poppers. 

I did extensive speed double-taps and 
multiple target drills. The DA-only con
cept can be mastered after a fashion, but 
it seriously reduces the accuracy potential 
for the second and subsequent shots in 
the semi-auto pistol. 

A Matter Of Triggers 
Most folks assume that the recent 

surge of interest in semi-autos for police 
is because of their high magazine capaci
ty. While true, this is neither the only nor 
the most important reason. 

The short, crisp three to five pound 
break of a single-action trigger is, given a 
shooter under stress, more conducive to 
accuracy than the long 12 to 15 pound 
stroke of a double-action revolver. 

True, that stroke is present on the first 
round with a DA auto. But the DA-to-SA 
transition is not as difficult to master as 
some "experts" would have you believe. 

At any rate, the DA-only concept 
gives you the worst of both worlds. It 
requires a great degree of concentration 
on the part of the shooter and can no way 
equal the speed and smoothness of a good 
SA trigger. 

On more than one occasion, I found 
myself "milking" the trigger and pulling 
my shots low. This is wh1ere the increased 
tension at the end of the 6946's DA-only 
trigger manifests itself. In a word, it is 
difficult to control. 

So why build this thing in the first 
place? The DA revolver has a long, 
proven track record. The SA auto, in the 
hands of a competent, well-trained man, 
has had good success. 

The DA auto, while relatively new to 
the police scene, has shown that it is 
equal- and in some ways superior
with proper training. 

Every other agency that I have talked 
with echoes the same thing we found: 
after a proper transition course, switching 
to the DA 9mm auto caused overall aver
age qualification scores to go up, drasti
cally so in some cases. 

Training Is The Key 
The key to the whole equation is train

ing. Bureaucrats are loath to spend 
Continued on page 76 
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EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT 
HANDLOADING, MUZZLELOADING, RIFLES, 

REVOLVERS, PISTOLS AND PRICING 
The one and only SHOOTERS BIBLE is now available. 
The 1991 edition is an absolute must for every person 
interested in the great outdoors. Nearly 25,000 different 
items and over 8000 illustrations are included in ihe 
SHOOTERS BIBLE. Detailed specifications and current 
manufacturers' prices are included for thousands of: 
handguns, rifles, shotguns, black powder guns, air guns, 
ammo, reloading essentials, sights, scopes, and mounts. 
Don't miss the 1991 edition SHOOTERS BIBLE. 

ONLY $17.95 

The RIFLE GUIDE takes you on an excursion into 
the history of rifles. You 'II get a first hand report on 
the wide variety of rifles available to the shooter and 
hunter today, including calibers, ballistics, 
handloading and rifle accuracy. Discover the 
mechanics and function of the most important part of 
a rifle -- the action. 
The RIFLE GUIDE is a complete, fully-illustrated 
guide to selecting, shooting, caring for, and collecting 
rifles of all types. 

HANDLOADER'S GUIDE. Factory ammunition is 
expensive and seldom gives the best accuracy. Loading 
your own centerfire ammo, tailored to your mdividua[ 
gun, produces maximum performance on the range or in 
the field. Exceptionally well illustrated, this booK covers 
up to date information on equipment, loading 
techniques, powders, ballistics, testing loads, and many 
other aspects of this fascinating pastime. 

ONLY $12.95 

MUZZLELOADERS GUIDE. The best 
muzzleloading 8uns ever made are being made 
right now, and zn greater variety than ever 
before. The author, Toby Bridges, covers 
everything from "do-it-yourselfers," custom rifle 
makers, and hunting with a frontloader to 
reenactments from pages of American history. 

Detach and mail coupon. 

ONLY $9.95 

ONLY $11.95 

r-----------------------------------------, 
I QTY Amount enclosed $ --- I 

I MUZZLELOADERS GUIDE - - - - - - - - - - - $11.95 plus $2.00 postage CJ Check/MO CJ VISA CJ MC I 

I HANDLOADERS GUIDE . . . - . . . . . . - - $12.95 plus $2.00 postage Card No: __________ I 

I 1991 SHOOTERS BIBLE - - - • - - • • • • • • - $17.95 plus $2.00 postage Exp. Date___ Initials ___ I 

I RIFLE GUIDE • • • • • • • • • - - • • • • - . $9.95 plus $2.00 postage SEND TO: I 

I Califomiarl'side11tspleaseadd7%salestax. GUNS BOOKS DEPT. 28-HG9105 I 
I NAME __ 591 CAMINO DE LA REI A, #200 I 

I ADDRESS_ __ ___ __ __ __ ___ _ SANDIEGO,CA 92108 I 
or call (619) 297-8032 to place order I 

I CITY/STATE/ZIP----------------------- Send $1.00 for catalog 
1...------------------------------------------...J 



~ 
IMPORTANT SAFETY WARNING 

~ TO OWNERS OF RUGER P-85 9MM PISTOLS 

We have recently learned of a broken firing pin in a PSS automatic pistol 
which caused the pistol to fire as a result of decocking. This is the first report 
of this nature in over 200,000 pistols delivered to customers since 1987. No 
injury occurred because the shooter kept the pistol pointed in a safe direction 
during decocking. 

Nevertheless, we regard this incident as important because it reveals a potential 
danger which we are prepared to eliminate in all PSS pistols now in use. This mod
ification is very simple and does not alter the handling or appearance of this pistol, 
but it must be installed at the factory. 

Accordingly, we urgently request that all owners of PSS pistols contact us imme
diately to obtain any further information they may desire, and to arrange for return 
of their PSS pistols to the factory for modification. Please contact us at: 

STURM, RUGER & CO., INC. 
Dept. S, Ruger Road 
Prescott, AZ 86301 

Or call us for PSS inquiries only at: 1-800-424-1886. Please have your pistol serial 
number available when contacting us. 

We will schedule your gun for factory installation of a new safety/decock system 
free of charge. It will prevent this type of accidental firing even in the rare event of 
firing pin breakage. 

This free safety modification applies only to pistols rollmarked "PSS" on the 
slide. Pistols which are rollmarked "MKII" will have these modifications as part 
of their original manufacture, and are not subject to this modification. 

We are also taking this opportunity to remind shooters of the most common and 
basic firearms safety rule: 

ALWAYS KEEP THE PISTOL POINTED 
IN A SAFE DIRECTION! 

This is particularly important when loading, unloading, or decocking any pistol. 

CALIFORNIA GRIP 
A BETTER MOUNT FOR BETTER SHOOTERS 

• CAL GRIPS FITS S&W MODEL 
52 AND 39 & 59 SERIES 

$80.00 
• ADJUSTABLE BBL _ 
WEIGHT (52 ONLY) • • 

$55.00 
NEW • 1 INCH RING TOP PLATE 
FOR AIMPOINT 2000 & ARMSON OEG 
NO RINGS TO BUY $15 EXTRA. 

$80.00 

• S&W MODEL 41 
TOP RAIL MOUNT 
LONG OR SHORT BBL 

$50.00 
RAIL COVERS FRONT 
AND REAR SIGHTS 

• HIGH STANDARD VICTOR 
TOP RAIL MOUNT 

$50.00 
NEW* CAL GRIP FITS 
RUGER MK I & 11 
FITS NEWER SLIDE 
RELEASE MODELS 

$80.00 y 
NEW*BROWNING HI POWER\£ 
NEW*S&W645 

Entire contents © 1990 by Sturm, Ruger & Company 

I 
I 

Milt Sparks Holsters 
P. 0. Box 187A 

Idaho City, ID 83631 
Phone/Fax (208) 392-6695 

Modified version 
of original 60TK, 

designed specifically for 
the Officers model ACP 

Mastercard/Visa lllll(!fflll 
$2.00 for catalog 

Continuedji·om page 74 

money on intangibles such as training. 
Consider the tack taken by a promi

nent west coast agency 12 or so years 
ago. This department mandated removal 
of the single-action capability on all their 
duty revolvers. 

As is usually the case, their problem 
was personnel, not equipment related. In 
typical bureaucratic fashion, they gelded 
the weapon rather than train their people 
properly. This "solution" did not substan
tially reduce their accidental discharge rate. 

The same agency, on the other hand, 
has had good luck with their 9mm pro
gram. Why? Because they put their 
troops through an intensive transition 
school! 

Weapon handling, like any other 
motor skill, is learned through repetitive 
training. You have to literally burn the 
knowledge into the student's brain. 

Double-action to single-action trigger 
control transition and decocking after a 
string of rounds are the cornerstones of 
effective, safe DA auto employment. The 
techniques are not at all difficult to learn, 
but they take time and money. 

Training Bypass 
These new S&W pistols are an 

attempt to by-pass that training require
ment. I have heard more than one admin
istrator say that these new guns are 15-
shot revolvers. Not so, by any stretch of 
the imagination. 

The brain surgeon who thought up this 
concept is no doubt quite proud of him
self. He can boast about providing his 
troops with the latest in defensive 
weaponry, the better to protect his men 
and the citizenry, while at the same time 
secure in the knowledge that he won't 
have to allocate any additional training 
funds. 

Well, I've got news for him. There are 
many, many ill-trained cops out there 
who really have no idea how the gun they 
wear every day works or how to properly 
use it. 

Such people won't be better marks
men or more safety-conscious with a DA
only auto. They will just have more 
rounds. 

Accidental Discharges 
I keep mentioning safety, and with 

good cause. One reason the DA revolver 
has been so long-lived in police work is 
that you can take a widely disparate 
group of people (such as a recruit class) 
and bring them to a given level of compe
tency with a minimum amount of time 
and ammunition. 

Another is that the weapon is less 
prone to accidental discharge in the hands 
of a duffer. This is not speculation; it is 
fact. 

A conscious effort is required to pull 
that 12 to 15 pound trigger through. Of 
the dozen or so SA auto accidental dis-
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charges I have personal knowledge of, all 
but one occurred because, for one reason 
or another, the safety had been inadver
tently bumped off. 

I will not argue that the Colt 19 ll is 
the finest fighting pistol we have ever 
seen, or are likely to see. 

In combat, accidental discharges are 
of little consequence. In police work, they 
can be (and are) ruinous. 

I have two friends, both extremely 
competent IPSC competitors and most 
excellent police officers, who have had 
accidental discharges "in the heat of 
action." 

One was lucky. The other has lost his 
job and is in the process of losing every
thing else of value he owns. 

This is what the .45 gurus cannot seem 
to grasp. They are quick to say that famil
iarity with the weapon, proper mindset, 
and plain old common sense will pre
clude an accidental discharge. What they 
really mean is that it hasn't happened to 
them yet. 

Time tends to change one's perspective. 
When I came on the job, lo these many 
years ago, I was perturbed that I could not 
carry my Pachrnayr Special on duty. Now, 
I would not carry it if ordered to. 

I saw the marvelous old Colt perform 
twice during my all-expense-paid trip to 
exotic lands, and it was superb. 

However, my resolve remains firm. In 
the hands of an average cop, the SA auto 
is an accidental discharge looking for a 
place to happen. 

In my opinion, for police use, the DA 
auto is the best compromise. It allows 
greater continuity of fire, is easier to 
shoot well than a full-house magnum 
revolver, and has that DA trigger as a 
safety fudge. 

The DA-only auto, as exemplified by 
these two new S&Ws, is safe enough and 
has the magazine capacity, but is just 
plain difficult to control in rapid-fire 
work. 

Design By Committee 
It is my understanding that S&W built 

these guns upon request of a major agen
cy. I can well believe it, for these 
weapons seem to have been put together 
by committee. 

For instance, instead of creating a new 
slide forging, the factory simply plugged 
the hole left by the safety/decock lever. 

Functional? o doubt. Aesthetically 
pleasing? Hardly. 

This lack of attention to detail is also 
featured on the Model 1076, the FBI's 
new wondergun. A minor complaint, to 
be sure, but one wonders what other 
shortcuts were taken. 

And there can be no excuse for that 
deplorable trigger pull. S&W builds the 
finest DA revolver in the world. I'm no 
engineer, but it seems to me that a little 
more effort at the drafting table would 
have yielded better results. 

The computer-enhanced design 
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WE/GA ND'S 
3RD GENERATION 

SCOPE MOUNTS 
NOW AVAILABLE FOR 1911'S 

COMING SOON - MOUNTS FOR cz·s 
• LIGHT •STRONG •LOW 

FULLY TESTED ... A PROVEN WINNER! 

Congratulations Jack, Winner of Maryland's, Pennsylvania's & New York's Action Championships 

• NEW LIGHTWEIGHT 
A-2HAMMERS 

,1-..,.. -~~ • NEW! HARDER SLIDES 
f C % WITH FINER SERRATIONS 
~ ~ 'it) v • .38S, .40SW SUPPORTED 
~se.# RAMP s· BARRELS 

Caspig/l 
14 NORTH MAIN STREET, HARDWICK, VERMONT 05843 

802-472-64~ FAX 802-4n-6709 CALL OR WRITE FOR BROCHURE 

Congratulations Kay Clark, Top Lady at the Masters 

HYBRID 
BREAKTHROUGH 
ONE PIECE BARREL COMPENSATOR 

NOW A LIGHT SHORT GUN CAN 
00 WHAT A LONG HEAVY ONE DOES 

IDEAL FOR CARRY OR STEEL 
GREAT FOR IPSCI 

Congratulations Bruce Piatt, Winner of Soldier of Fortune 

NEWMODEL ~ 
CHRONY CHRONOGRAPH 
Ok, all you shooting enthusiasts out there, I'm looking 
at you. 
I'm the New Model 'F-1', the younger brother of the 
Models F & M. 
Red is my new color, no longer green. 
In fact, I'm red hot. 

Inside me is a special circuitry designed to 
calibrate me electronically at the factory. This makes 
me more accurate and allows me to work under a wider 
range of light conditions, indoors or outdoors. Compare 
me for price, performance and convenience; I'm the 
best deal in town and I'm the handiest, period. 

I weigh less than 2.5 lbs. and everybody surely 
can afford me at a Suggested Retail Price of $99.95-

Ask your dealer/distributor! 

Carrying Case 
Now you can carry your CHRONY to the range in 
its own case. Black imitation leather; when bought 
with CHRONY $16.95. When bought alone 
$18.95. Own Initials (two), goldstamped, $5.95. 
(allow 6 wks. for initials). Add $3.50 shipping. 
Money Order; VISA, MC. Give # & expiry date. 
Write, or call (416) 276-6292 EST. 

CH~~A~I!~~~~ ~~~~ 
shipping. Demo disk $5.00 plus $3.50 shipping. $5.00 
refundable w. purchase. Money Order; VISA; MC. Give 
# & exp. date. Write, or call (416) 276-6292 EST. 

SHOOTING CHRONY INC. 
P.O. Box 101, LPO, Dept AHGS, Niagara Falls, NY 14304 
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1991 
DYNAMIT NOBEL 

CATALOG 
10TH EDITK}N OOW AVALABLE 
The 56 page 1991 "Precision 
Products" Catalog offers 
the largest selection of 
Precision-Built RWS DIANA 
and RWS GAMO Airguns. 
A complete selection of 
High-Quality RWS Pellets, 
Scopes, Traps, Targets, 
and other Airgun Acces
sories. 

Also featuring RWS Rimfire 
Ammo, RWS Percussion 
Caps, and the Legendary 
Rottweil Brenneke Slug. 

For your copy send $1.00 
for 3rd, $2.00 for 1st class 
delivery to: 

DYNAMIT NOBEL - RWS INC. 
105 STONEHURST COURT 

NORTHVALE, NJ 07647-0962 

~-

INTERNATIONAL 
Call us at . . 

(313) 469_6727 41302 Executive Drive 
FAX NO # (313) 469-0425 Mt. Clemens, MI 48045 

BERGMANN -WILLIAMS 
•HIGHEST QUALITY 
• FAST DELIVERY TIMES 
• DOUBLE & SINGLE PORTS 
• BASIC TO FULL HOUSE IPSC 
• COMP KITS ALSO AVAILABLE 
• EACH GUN CUSTOM DESIGNED TO 

YOUR SPECIFICATIONS 

Call or Wite for Details 

2450 Losee Road/ Suite F 
N. Las Vegas, NV 89030 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED! 

ES~ 
(702) 642-1091 

CUSTOM HANDGUNS 

parameters supposedly employed on the 
Third Generation S&W autos was defi
nitely not used here. The difference in the 
DA stroke on a 5906 and a 5946 is 
startling. 

However, the gun will sell because 
there are people who want it. A master 
gunsmith once told me that he would put 
a barrel on a motor scooter if that was 
what the customer asked for. 

Beretta has just introduced the model 
92D, a DA-only version of the 92F. SIG 
does not advertise it, nor are they com
fortable with people knowing it, but the 
fact is that they will produce a DA-only 
P226 for department special orders. Busi
ness, I suppose, is business. 

An oft-quoted cliche seems to apply to 
the DA-only concept in spades: "An 
answer in search IIIIIIIM-
of a question." ~ 

FORUM 
Continued from page 37 

solve, like recoil. Compensators probably 
solved about 40% of the problem, and lit
tle bullets like 135 gr . .38 Supers solved 
maybe another 40%. Perhaps some type 
of miniaturized gyro device for the 
remaining 20%? 

Next, capacity. Innovative follower 
devices gave another round to the old 
Gov't model, but with 20+ shot offensive 
oriented "practical" CG-Factor) courses of 
fire becoming the norm, the trend is mov
ing toward 18+ shot 9x2 l's. 

These are really 9mm Lugers, but don't 
tell anyone because 9mm Luger isn't legal 
in IPSC major scoring factor. Whatever 
9x2 I is or isn't, it is definitely gamey
and that's what wins big matches! 

In 199 l, a great trigger pull isn't 
enough, we have to reduce the lock time 
by over 50% (the time from the trigger 
tripping the sear until the firing pin hits 
the primer). It is done by making the ham
mer, strut, and firing pin out of titanium. 

This means when you anticipate the 
recoil of the pistol (a nice way to say 
flinch) you can only pull the shot half as 
far off the intended point of aim. This is 
really big Mo-Jo if you flinch as bad as I 
do sometimes when shooting under the 
pressure of a Big Match. 

When l set the fastest pace in the 1982 
Bianchi Cup shoot-off with an Aimpoint 
electronic sight, l figured it was just a 
matter of time before electronic sights 
became gamey. It took awhile, but with 
improved technology and "practical" (G
Factor) courses of fire which incorporate 
25 yard head shots surrounded by no
shoots, the handwriting is on the wall. 

The '90 Nationals and IPSC World 
Shoot were won with electronic sights. 
Get ready for the tidal wave. 

What does the future have in store? 
I've got stuff on the drawing board that 
might make B-2's look boring to an IPSC 
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pistolero. Judging by the technological 
leaps made in the Eighties, rail-guns 
shooting laser guided 10 gr. projectiles at 
17,500 fps would not really be all that 
shocking ... just ...,._ 
a little gamey! '°' 
Chip McCormick is the only two-time 
winner of the Steel Challenge. The 
native Texan has represented the United 
States in international competition as a 
member of the 1983 IPSC Silver Team 
and the 1988 IPSC Gold Team. Today 
Chip continues to contribute to the sport 
with innovative new products through 
his CMC company. More importantly, 
he's never too busy or wrapped up in his 
shooting to share his enthusiasm and 
experience with beginners at matches 
both local and nationwide. His friendly 
and eager willingness to help other 
shooters makes Chip McCormick a true 
champion. Editor. 

BIANCHI GUN 
Continued from page 65 

drove stock cars from the age of 15 to 
about 26. I figured if I was to make 27, I 
should find a new vocation. (More balls 
than brains- 'crash or win' attitude.) 

"After I quit driving, I did a short stint 
of crew chiefing for the likes of Brett 
Bodine, John Oats (of Hall and Oats) and 
worked a little on John and Mike Andret
ti 'scars during their Formula Ford days. 

"One place I have gained a great deal 
of knowledge is from looking over other 
gunsmiths' work. I've been fortunate 
enough to have about everyone's work 
come through my shop for one reason or 
another. If I see someone else doing 
something better than I am, I have no 
qualms about changing my ways. I look 
at it like evolution: adapt or prepare to be 
extinct. 

"Like I said in our discussion about 
Master Pistolsmiths, I do not consider 
myself a master, at least not yet. A master 
is by definition 'a person recognized as 
having achieved the highest degree of 
skill.' Quite a bill to fill. 

"I feel in some areas I may qualify as 
a master but certainly at my age I'm lack
ing in others. Please don't get me wrong. 
I feel my work is right up there but cer
tainly not a true master's. A master must 
be able to do it all. I don't believe there 
are more than a handful of true master 
pistolsmiths in the world. 

"One thing I believe I do have over 
many pistolsmiths, is my extensive com
petition shooting experience. I've won in 
excess of 150 local and state IPSC, RA 
Action and bullseye matches. For the past 
two years I have been traveling what is 
loosely defined as the Professional Pistol 
Shooting Circuit. The likes of the Steel 
Challenge, Bianchi, the Masters and such. 

Experience gained on the battlefield is 

WE HAVE YOUR SPRING! 

.cm..r BRQWNING BERETTA92 SMITH & WESSQN 
1911 1935 {Hi-Power) CZ-75, TZ-75 39 Series, 59 Series 
Delta Elite BDA GLOCK 17 &19 3904,3906,5903,5904,5906 
Commander 1900 645, 745,4506 
Government 1910/1934 HI-STANDARD 469,669,6904,6906 
Officers Model RUGER P-85 3913, 3914, 4516-1,1006 
Mustang 

SIG-SAUER TAURUS WALTHER VINT AQE PISTQLS 
P-220 PT-92 PP,PPK,PPKS Astra, Bernardelli, Colts, 
P-225 PT-99 P-38, TP CZ, Dreyse, Galesi, Luger 
P-226 Models 4, 5, 8, 9 Mauser, Ortgies, Tokarev 

W. C. Wolff Company offers a wide selection of recoil, hammer, magazine 
and other springs for these and many other semi-automatic pistols, 
revolvers, rites and shotguns. Send $2.00 for our latest catalog. 

GUNSPRINGIWAKERS 

P.O.Box I, Dept. 381, Newtown Square, PA 19073 
1-800-545-0077 

~ 
BRASS CATCHER* 
"It's the handiest on the market" 

~ $14.95 
The BRASS CATCHER* fits on your hand, not on 
your handgun. No more clumsy distractions. Specifically 
designed for Browning, Colt, Mac 10, Uzi and other popular 
semi-autos. The BRASS CATCHER• adjusts for either top 
or right side ejections. Recommended for right hand shooters. 

Send check or money order to: 

GAGE MANUFACTURING 
663 West 7th St. San Pedro, CA 90731 No C.O.D. 

?,o. o<-' Wichita Slab-Comp 
~~~~~v?,<;(2, Customize Your Revolver! 

'\~'<~Cl\'°' The Slab Comp or Revolver Comp is designed not only for the competitive but also for 
\.OJ the non-competitive shooter. 

EASY INSTALLATION. The Slab-Comp or Revolver-Comp slides over the barrel and 
underlug It is secured by a single screw requiring the underlug be drilled and tapped 

The slab comp is available for Smith Wesson 6" or shorter full underluged barrels in Models 
586, 625, 686, 617, 629, 627 and the Ruger GP-100 6" or shorter heavy barrels. 

""""' \ The Revolver-Comp is 2 5/16" long and 

WSC Slab-Comp Blued
Stainless Steel 

WRC Revolver-Comp blued 
Stainless Steel 

ipping Installation Charge 

can be installed on all lengths of barrels. 
Either Comp is designed to redirect the gas 

upward and wil1 along with the added 
weigh~ reduce significantly the muzzle jump. 

Wichita Arms, Inc. 
444 Ellis. PO. Box I 1371. Wichita. Kansas6721 l 
(316) 265-0661 

Dealer prices available SASE, signed FFL & tax# 
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FULL HOUSE RUGER (PICTURED) .............. $ 950.00 
PPC REVOLVER (PICTURED) ........................... 825.00 
IPSC COMPENSATED MODEL 1911 .............. 1,350.00 
COMBAT COMMANDER (BASIC) ...................... 495.00 
BASIC MODEL 1911 ......................... 330.00 TO 360.00 
14 SHOT MODEL 1911 (PARA ORD. FRAME) 

ALLOY 550.00 - STEEL 675.00 
COMPLETE CUSTOM WORK• COLT PARTS DEALER 

• LITERATURE $1.00 

@- ~~~~ ~~~~~~n~nl} l~~-
1449 Blue Crest Lane • San Antonio, Texas 78232 

1-512-494-3063 • 9 a.m. - 3 D.m. Tues.-Fri. 

PRACTICE 
MAKES PERFECT 

Ask the folks who shoot for a living ... and 
they shoot a lot! They use the only gloves on the 
market that provide true protection to sensitive 
nerves in the palm and thumb web. P.A.S.T. 
Professional Shooting Gloves combine the 
single best padding, quality materials, and func
tional design. 

210 Park Avenue Columbia, MO 65203 314•449•7278 

REDUCE MUZZLE LIFT AND RECOIL 
IN 30 SECONDS 
WIIBOUTA 
GUNSMITH. • 
"Adding weight will reduce recoil and tighten groups 
especially during timed fire. The innovation of 
Levon engineering makes this possible in seconds." 

-MARTY DELGADILLO 16-yearpolice vetera11/CCA Gra11dMasterl 
NRA High Master/NRA Preside11/ial Medal/io11/3-time Califomia 
Govemor's 20 /FBI-NRA Firearms ltistructor!Certified S&W Armor 

Now competition shooters and plinkcrs alike can reduce recoil in 
just seconds, without costly drilling or tapping. 
Precision ground in gleaming polished brass or stainless steel, the Levon 
engineering barrel weight attaches easily to any revolver with a barrel lug 
similar to Colt Python, King Cobra, S&. W 586/686 or Taurus equivalents. 
Thanks to our unique design and quality hand workmanship, removal is simple 
and won't scratch gun surtaces. 
So give your hand a break while firing those hot magnum loads and order today. 
The competition won't know what hit 'em. r----------------------, Send Cash/Check/Money Order MODEL DESCRIPTION PRICE QTY. I with name and address to: 404 3" Brass .75 lb. $54 I 

LEVON ENGINEERING 406 3" Stainless $74 I 204 Olympic Lane 604 5" Brass 1.5 lb. $59 I 
606 5" Stainless $79 I Montebello, CA 90640 Calif. Residential add I 
6.5% State Sales Tax I Dealer inquiries welcome Add $3 per unit postage I 

~
-800-228-7740 Total ............................................................. $ .J ----------------------

invaluable in this trade. Being able to 
relate to customers' problems and input is 
probably my strongest point. 

"A lot of my gizmos have come in the 
fom1 of customer's suggestions or ideas. I 
try not to pooh-pooh customers or fellow 
shooters' ideas too easily. I hate getting 'I 
told you so's!"' 

Test Firing 
The same day the UPS man dropped 

off the box with the WBT in it, there was 
another small, heavy box full of .38 Spe
cial reloads. The red and white Hornady 
label inside one of the blue plastic Dillon 
cartridge boxes said, ".38 Special, Feder
al 100 primer, 6.5 grains W231 powder 
and Hornady 125 grain JHP-XTP bullet." 

That load, sure as fire and brimstone, 
ain't in the Third Edition of the Hornady 
Handbook of Cartridge Reloading. Listed 
under .38 Special on page 341, Homady 
indicates that the maximum load is 5.6 
grains of W23 l producing a velocity of 
1,000 fps out of a four-inch S& W Model 
15 barrel and they asterisk the load so 
you will known that it is +P. 

Out of the Shilen six-inch barrel on 
the WBT and across the skyscreens I 0 
feet from the muzzle hooked up to an 
Oehler 35P chronograph, the ammo 
scorched 1,216 fps with a standard devia
tion of 24 fps. Okay, so the load may not 
be a short .357 Magnum, but it comes 
awfully close. It sure as hell has to be a 
+P+ load. 

I called Weigand to ask him where he 
got that load. He didn't remember exact
ly, but it might have been a recipe from 
Koenig. ow for all you Yahoos who 
thought Bianchi Cuppers were wimps, 
Weigand 's pet load calculates out to an 
IPSC power factor of 152 which is right 
in the middle of that crazy three tier fac
toring system they arc playing with. 

While it is as warm a load as the cock
tail sauce they pour down those fire
breathing go-karts that Weigand used to 
jockey around oval tracks, in all fairness 
it is probably just as safe. 

Weigand used to drive and wrench 
custom cars and now he shoots and builds 
custom guns. His choice of chassis to 
race with the hot ammo is not the anti
quated K-frame, but the magnum L
framc. 

The Smith & Wesson L-frame was 
designed to take a steady diet of magnum 
ammo. There is little or no question in 
my mind that..his custom gun will handle 
his custom ammo. However, no reason
able person should consider using such a 
custom handload in any other gun than 
the one it was designed for. 

Shooting the WBT both double-action 
and single-action out of a Ransom Rest at 
25 yards I was able to get sub-one-inch, 
six-shot groups with the custom ammo. 
Shooting the gun off a bench rest at 25 
yards I once again had to endure the hum
bling experience of the machine rest. It 
beat me by an eighth of an inch. 
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Switching to the Bianchi Cup course 
of fire, I shot the WBT on all four events, 
the Plates, the Practical, the Barricade 
and the Mover. The gun seemed a little 
light compared to what I was used to and 
I wondered why it did not have a com
pensator to take advantage of all those 
feet per second Weigand's ammo was 
churning up. 

So I called again and asked him about 
it. Here's what he had to say. 

Weigand Speaks Out 
JW: What I like basically is an 

uncomped revolver on the I ight side. 
There are different schools of thought. 
Take Dougie Koenig for instance, he likes 
an uncomped revolver but on the heavy 
side with a 1.250" diameter barrel versus 
the 1.062" barrel. And he doesn't use an 
underlug underneath it. 

What we did with the WBT barrel on 
the angles lightens the barrel consider
ably, even using a bull barrel. Then we 
put the aluminum underlug on it. The alu
minum underlug can be changed to steel, 
and also the other components, the scope 
mount, the finger hook on the front can 
be made steel for additional weight also. 

HL: Why do you like a light revolver? 
JW: For maneuverability, basically. I 

don't have any stability problems while 
cycling the gun, and I think that's proba
bly why most of the guys have heavier 
guns- to keep it stable while you're 
cycling your double action. 

And I don't seem to have any problem 
with the lighter gun. I just like drawing a 
little bit lighter gun and being able to 
move from target to target on the Plates 
or following the Mover or whatever. But 
that's all completely personal preference. 

HL: What about the trade-off on the 
lighter gun versus the heavier, for 
instance, the difference between bounce in 
the dot in recoil? In shooting the WBT the 
dot will flip out of the scope, where with a 
heavier gun it tends to stay in the scope. 
Do you have any feeling about the muzzle 
flip or recoil when you' re shooting? 

JW: Well, as far as shooting I kind of 
follow the theory that Robbie (Leatham) 
and Dougie do, and also Brian (Enos). 
Brian refers to it in his book quite a bit. 
And "it's that we're not trying to control 
muzzle flip. 

Basically you're cycling the gun, you 
let the muzzle flip and the gun will pop 
right down exactly where it was when 
you fired the shot. Rather than trying to 
muscle the gun or using weight or what
ever to keep the muzzle from popping up 
and down. And that's basically how I 
shoot, the same way. 

Where if you're holding the gun light
ly and not a deathgrip on it, and you 
cycle it, when you fire the shot it pops up 
and pops right back down. The dot will 
come right back to where it was when 
you fired the first shot if you don't input 
anything while you're holding the gun 
during the shot. 
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QEAN-BUll#ING BULLSEYE 
With Hercules Bullseye®, clean burning is more than a promise. Bullseye®, 
consistently the # 1 powder for pistol and revolver target shooting ... with 

those who know. Bullseye's clean burning is a 
welcome bonus-with super-accuracy, 

minimum charge weights 
and less recoil. Magnum 

owners choose Hercules 
Blue Dot® for silhouette 

shooting. Hercules Unique® 
is the all-purpose choice for 

handgun versatility. Your enjoyment of 
the sport is our target. For a free copy 
of Hercules Reloaders' Guide, see your 
dealer, or write: Hercules Incorporated, 

Product Information, Hercules Plaza, 
Wilmington, DE 19894. 

JRHERClllS 

Dual Port Comp Kit 
for 1911s in 45ACP and 38 Super 

Urschel Mfg. has introduced a one piece 
Dual port cone compensator for 1911 

pistols made of 4140 steel. Complete with 
a 416 stainless steel full lengt!l guide rod, 

w /shock resistant tool steel nead and 
4140 bushing, it sells for $169.95. 

Dealer pricing m:ailable. Send signed 
FFL and Tax number. 

URSCHEL 
MANUFACTURING 

pcoRPORATED 

7442 E. Butherus Dr., Ste. D 
Scottsdale, AZ. 8.5260 

(fJJl.) 951-9029 FAX (fJJl.) 951-3469 

SECOND TO NONE IN QUALITY 
Metaloy; 

Often used to de
scribe Hard Chrome plat
ing in general. 

There is only one 
Metaloy. Demand the 
original, I do. 

S~\0~ 
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DEALER INQUIRIES 
INVITED 

BUEHLER PISTOL MOUNT 

NO DRILLING OR TAPPING 
Introducing a different BUEHLER M0UNT-M83. In
stalls without drilling or tapping. For calibecs up 
through .357 Mag. Available in silver or black finish. 
M83 Mounts available for Smith & Wesson, Dan 
Wesson, Colt and Ruger. 

Send for Free Brochure 46H or call 
415-254-3201 

MAYNARD P. BUEHLER, lnc.-ORINDA, CA 94563 

□~ ~ 'UST RACO Mp THE 100% MODULAR COMPENSATOR 
---..'---\__} ~ AVAILABLE FOR GLOCKS 

No Gunsmithing - No Special Tools 

Installs in Minutes 

It's Unique - It Works! 

One Gun for Carry or Competition 

As Recently Seen in U.S., British and 
French Nationals 

Specially Designed Ernie Hill Holster 
and Wolff Power Springs Available. 

9mm • 405W 

For More Information Call or Write. $245.00 + Shipping & Handling 
Holster & Gun Not Included. 

AUSTRACOMP INC., P.O. BOX 8507, DEERFIELD BEACH, FL 33443 (305) 698-0445 USA 

6 SHOT .357 MAG 
FULL MOON CLIPS 
FOR S&W L-FRAMES 

Patent Pending $9 g 00 
Conversion Includes: 
Machining Cylinder, +S&H 
Chamfering Chambers, 6 Full Moon Clips, 
Brass Removal Tool and Test Firing. 

!BA UNANNIZE §NC 
4481 Sunrise Highway, Bohemia, NY 11716-4602 

516-567-0001 
Ask About 
Our Dealer 

Program 

HL: What about compensators? 
JW: Well, now the load that we sent 

you was a lighter jacketed bullet with 
more powder, considerably more powder 
than, say, a 158 grain bullet. There we're 
starting to get into enough pressure to 
make a compensator start to work. 

But what we've had a problem with in 
the past is, you do a comp on a revolver 
for somebody and they come back and 
they don't feel like it's working at all, that 
it's not as efficient as it should be. 

People tend to expect way too much 
from a comp in a revolver shooting minor 
type loads. So there is definitely a differ
ence but it's not a tremendous difference. 
We just offer it as an option on the gun. 

I don't necessarily believe it's imper
ative to have a compensator. Dougie 
doesn't like it but other shooters do. It 
just depends on your style and what you 
believe works and doesn't work. 

HJ: Well, like you said, there is quite 
a difference in the philosophies on the 
equipment and shooting styles at the 
Bianchi Cup. 

JW: Oh yeah. With 250 competitors, 
there's probably 200 different guns. Quite 
a different bunch of theories there. I 
guess I need to point out that if somebody 
does desire a heavier gun, the WBT can 
be done like that- it's no big deal. 

And if they really want a comp, they 
can have that too. What we can do
what I've been thinking about lately- is 
the barrel that's on that gun is 11/16" bar-
rel, and we've just been working with 
Dougie's gun with a 11/4" barrel, which 
adds quite a bit of weight. We may basi
cally do the same thing that was done to 
that gun with just a larger barrel for 
someone who wants a heavier setup. 

The gun would virtually look the 
same, it would just be a a bigger diame
ter barrel which would add some weight 
to it. 

HL: So they could go to the 11/4" bar
rel with that treatment and go to the 
metal underlug, metal finger-stop on top 
of the barrel, and metal scope mount. 

JW: Yeah, we could go that far if 
someone really wanted that much heavier 
gun. We basically do everything on a cus
tom basis anyway, within reason. We try 
not to veer too far from our standard 
package because we only like to sell 
things that we have proven to work. 

HL: You mentioned putting a heavier 
barrel on Doug Koenig's gun. ls he 
going to use the same gun that he won 
Bianchi with last year? That's a pretty 
historic gun. It was built by Frank Glenn 
and Rob Leatham used it to win the 
Bianchi Cup. 

JW: We completely rebuilt that gun 
for Doug. He just came and got it. We did 
some pretty neat shit to it. We rebarreled 
it with a 9mm barrel instead of a .38 Spe
cial barrel. It was .3554" diameter so he 
can shoot the lighter jacketed bullets out 
of it, the .38 Super bullets. That was pret
ty tricky! 
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We thought that was pretty sharp. And 
we redid the action on that one, but 
we're building him another L-frame and 
right now he's planning on shooting the 
K-frame that he has from Robbie. But we 
should have the L-frame to him in about a 
month and he'll decide which gun he's 
going to shoot then. 

HL: Does it have the angle cuts on it 
or not? 

JW: No, no, he likes the solid bull bar
rel. Doug is kind of afraid to change any
thing at this point. He figures he cleaned 
it with that style gun, he'd like to stay 
with that style gun. 

So he wants to stick with basically the 
same configuration. But what I would 
like to do is get him switched up to an L
frame and he could shoot the much 
lighter bullets then. The K-frame just 
won't take it. 

HL: And shooting what, the 110 grain 
bullets? 

JW: Yeah, I would think from 90 to 
110, depending on what's happening. 
He's probably also going to give the 
comp a try. We may do a Ron Power style 
screw-on comp, and if he doesn't like it 
we can just take it off. But it would be an 
option anyway. 

HL: A comp is available on your WBT 
gun? Is that a screw-on comp, or is that a 
machined-in comp with the barrel? 

JW: We can do it either way. We can 
machine it integral right in the barrel or 

we can make it a screw-on. A lot of guys 
don't like the longer gun so we offer an 
integral comp in the 6-inch barrel or a 
comp screwed on the end of the 6-inch 
barrel. 

While past champions like Koenig are 
favored to win this year's Bianchi Cup 
Weigand has been continuing to polish 
his own armor with wins in [990 of the 
Delaware, Pa., and New York State NRA 
Action Pistol Championships. 

It's just possible that one of the hand
gunners trying the hardest to shoot a Per
fect Cup with a Weigand Bianchi Tool 
might just be ....._ 
Jack himself. '"' 

If you need new iron to join the faith
ful in the crusade for a Pe,fect Cup he 
can be reached at Weigand Combat 
Handguns, Inc., 341 South Main Road, 
Dept. AH, Mountaintop, PA 18707, tele
phone (717) 474-9804. 

When It's Time For A Change . .. 
. . . THE S&A MAG-GUIDE 

U.S. Pat. # 4.570.370 
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- ONE PIECE MAGAZINE GUIDE AND 
MAINSPRING HOUSING 

- FITS COLT OR OTHER 1911-TYPE AUTOS 
- STAINLESS (17-4) OR BLUED (4140) 
-ARCHED OR FLAT 
- MFGD. TO FIT STD. MAGAZINE OPENING, 

MAY BE ENLARGED TO FIT ALREADY 
"FLARED" MAGAZINE OPENING 

- FITS RIGIDLY IN FRAME, WILL NOT SHIFT 
LIKE UNITS THAT MOUNT AROUND GRIP 
SCREW BUSHINGS 

- ADDS 1/4" TO GRIP LENGTH AND EXTRA 
WEIGHT HELPS REDUCE RECOIL 

- CHECKERED 20 LINES PER INCH 

OMFB - Officers Model Flat Blue 
OMFS - Officers Model Flat Stainless 
GMFB - Government Model Flat Blue 
GMAB - Government Model Arched Blue 
GMFS - Government Model Flat Stainless 
GMAS - Government Model Arched Stainless 

$ 6 9 9 5 POSTPAID. Cenilied Check. M.O. or U.l'S. COD 
(UPS $2.50 Handling & COD Chgs.) 

■ Texas Res. add 8% Sales Tax ($5.60 ea.} 

IF UNAVAILABLE AT 
YOUR DEALER -

ORDER DIRECT FROM S&A 
"DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED" 

SMITH & ALEXANDER 
P.O. BOX 835790 
RICHARDSON, TX 75083 
214-231-6084 
214-343-7203 
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• 
TO ENTER CONTEST: Use a 
postcard (no envelopes) and follow 
sample. Send to AMERICAN 
HANDGUNNER, Dept. H5, POB 
880409, San Diego, CA 92168-
0009. Mail before June 1, 1991. 
Limit 1 entry per household. 

HOM MAY/JUNE 1991: 
Name __________ _ 

Address _________ _ 

City, State, Zip ________ _ 

If I win, please ship my gun through: 

Dealer __________ _ 

Address _________ _ 

City, State, Zip ________ _ 

Phone ( )_- __ Store Hours _om_pm 

Contest void where taxed or prohibited by law. 
Winners must comply with all federal and local 
laws. Contest open to U. S. residents only. 
Employees and agents of Publishers' Develop
ment Corp. not eligible. No purchase necessary. 
Winners will be notified by REGISTERED MAIL 
on official letterhead. 

GEORGE HUENING CUSTOM 

Photo by Roger Andrews _._..'- ~ . :.._) 
uilding two world championship machines in two radically dif
ferent sports is an accomplishment that few men can claim. 
George Huening, however, did just that. In 1989, the checkered 

ag at t e Indianapolis 500 fell over the streamlined cowling of a Marlboro 
Team Indy car built under the supervision of Patrick Racing's Chief 
Mechanic, George Huening. And then in 1990, the smoke cleared from the 
final shot fired at the IPSC World Championship in Australia and the new 
winner's brass was ejected from a custom pistol built by George Huening. 

Winning. George knows winning. From fine tuning the exhaust ports on 
a high-performance racecar to feathering the controls of a super-tuned race
gun, George Huening skillfully produces winners. George hand-crafted the 
superb Springfield Armory P-9 9mm pistol, complete with his unqiue car
bon fiber scope mount, that won the World Shoot Down Under (see page 
54) in the talented hands of Doug Koenig. 

Performance. George knows that performance is crucial on the race track 
just as it is on the streets. When a major world championships hangs in the 
balance and your very survival hinges on your equipment, uncomprisming 
performance is vital. Whether it's 200+ mph on a dangerous oval or the 
adrenalin-choked moment of truth in a gunfight, George Huening's equip
ment performs. First time, every time. 

That's what George's new ICP .45 pistol is all about- it's a winner, it 
performs. The Individual Combat Pistol is a serious piece of equipment for 
the serious professional who demands nothing but the best. From the custom 
match-grade Bar Sto barrel to the heavy-duty combat sights- serious. From 
the combat-tuned trigger to the enhanced-reliability features- performance. 

The Springfield Armory Model 1911-Al, caliber .45 ACP, has served in 
counties conflicts with distinction since the Government Model's inception 
some 80 years ago. It's already a proven winner, and so is George Huening. 
Team the two of them up with the new Huening custom ICP and you've got 
the absolute best. And after all, don't you think you deserve the best? 

To learn more about the Individual Combat Pistol and the many other 
custom pistolsmithing services and accessories offered by George Huening, 
write to him at World Class Pistols, Inc., P.O. Box 288-AH, Brownsburg, 
IN 46112. Or call during Central Time Zone business hours to (317) 852-
0013. George's delivery time at this writing is 
running between IO and 12 months. 
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1101 INDIANA CT. 
DECATUR, IL. 62521 

217-429-2290 

BROCHURE - $1.00 

HEINIE PREMIUM 
Drop-In Comp 

fs"'(;n";,a~s-;s - Facto"; dl;;c";\ 
I Tired paying high prices I 
I 

for quality eyewear? Get 
unique custom.made I 
glasses by mail for much I Iess than the cost of ordinary stock run•of-the•mill I 

I name-brands. Polarized, glass, plastic, gold mirrors, I 
anti-reflection coatings, etc. Special lenses & frames 

I for flying, driving, boating, hunting, skiing, cycling & I 
other outdoor activities-in both non-prescription & 

I prescription{nobifocals). 24yearslnbuslness.Huge I 
inventory, fast delivery, money-back guarantee. Call I 1•512•847•5571 (8AMto5PMcentral, weekdays) for I 
a frn Discount Catalog & Sunglass Selection I Gulde, or, write to: Dept. AH I 
HIDALGO Inc 45 La Buena Vista 

I. r 1 • Wirroerley. TX 786761 ~-----------' 

200-45 Premium Comp Kit (45 ACP) ....................................................................... $199.50 
201-45 Premium Comp Kit (45 ACP) w/Front Sight ................................................. $229.50 
200-40 Premium Comp Kit 40 S&W ........................................................................ $221.00 
201-40 Premium ComP, Kit 40 S&W w/Sight ........................................................... $250.00 

(40 S&W Kits include (1) Stainless Magazine w/Pad) 
200-10 Premium Comp Kit 1 0mm ........................................................................... $199.50 
201-10 Premium Comp Kit 10mm w/Sight .............................................................. $229.50 

HEINIE SPECIALTY PRODUCTS - 323 West Franklin, Havana, IL 62644 (309) 543-4535 
SEND $1.00 FOR COMPLETE LIST OF PARTS & ACCESSORIES 

not just 3. Give yourself Twice the 
capacity for your money. The Durability 
of all steel construction and fully enclosed 
Thermally protected, ball bearing motor. 

• Handles 2-300 Rifle 
up to 700 pistol coses 

• Fast Quiet and Safe 
• Full Year Warranty 
• Designed and mfg. by 

Tru Square Metal Products 
building Cose Polishers 
for 27 years 

• Versatile • Polishes 
Bross Coses 
Silverware 
Fishing Lures 
Coins 
Jewelry 
Deburrs and Polishes 
Metal Ports 

... ULTRA-VIBE 18 
Thumler's - Tru Square Metal Products 

Order Toll Free 1·800-225-1017 or (206) 833-2310 Coll for More Information! 

Our refinishing is used by: 
Action Arms, Alpha 
Precision, Bill Rogers, 
J.E. Clark, Colt Firearms, 
Richard Heine, Mike La, 
Rocca, J.M. Plaxco, Behlert 
Precision and D & L Sports. 

Stainless Steel Finish 

==-== 
"COGAN CUSTOM" Speed 
Comp. Customized Comps. for most 
semi-autos and revolvers for compe
tition, carry or hunting. 

CUSTOM GUNSMITHING 
COLT AUTHORIZED 
SERVICE CENTER. 

Send $2.00 for brochure (refundable with first gun) to 

A.P.&W. Inc. 1937 Calumet St Dept AH. Cleaiwa1er fl 34615., Phone (813) 449-9111 

COP TALK 
Continued from page 18 

explained why more emphasis needs to 
be made on rapid access and presentation 
of the defensive handgun, and less on 
long strings of fire at extended distances. 

He discussed the extensive testing that 
showed his school why point-shooting 
didn't work, and explained why at even 
three and four paces, the Academy is teach
ing two-hand shooting using the sights. 

Speed and hit factors, he reported, had 
both gone up. He then proceeded to 
demonstrate the same. 

Offshoots directors, Jerry and Cathy 
Lane, were well received with Jerry lead
ing the block on close tactical combat 
with the handgun. He forced the students 
to draw from all kinds of compromised 
positions, from kneeling to sitting to flat 
on their backs. 

The rapid reaction shooting was done 
from 10 yards in, finishing with the shoot
er belly-to-belly with the target, the muz
zle barely off the paper as the gas blast of 
the pistols literally eviscerated the targets. 

Jerry also demonstrated a modified 

Some gun designs 
simply don't allow the 
easy magazine drop 

of a combat 
competition gun. 

speed reload of the auto that works particu
larly well with his choice of sidearm, the 
Glock. Jerry uses the weak hand to forcibly 
strip the magazine from the pistol and actu
ally verify that it is clear of the magazine 
well before reaching for the fresh mag . 

He feels that the slight sacrifice in 
speed is more than made up for in real
world reliability, noting that there are 
several reasons why, under stress, spent 
magazines don't always clear the gun 
during a speed reload. The shooter may 
have prematurely turned the gun, angling 
the grip wrong for a clean drop of the 
empty. Under stress, the officer may have 
insufficiently depressed the magazine 
release button. And some gun designs 
simply don't allow the easy magazine 
drop of a combat competition gun. 

PBSO instructor Rick Myers is one of 
the agency's "use of force" instructors, all 
of whom are cross-trained in PR-24 and 
straight baton, unarmed defensive and 
arrest tactics, and special weapons as well 
as conventional police firearms. This 
allows the smoothest, most cohesive pos
sible training to augment the escalation of 
force ladder used by Palm Beach Sheriff's 
Office in handling dangerous situations. 

Also a gunfight veteran and squad 
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leader with PBSO's Special Reaction 
Team, Myers taught a well-received bloc 
that filled in gaps that are seldom 
addressed on police ranges, such as turn
ing to engage an opponent at unpre
dictable angles. 

NYPD assigned Captain John Cerar, 
head of the Firearms and Tactics Unit, to 
explain the lessons of the huge number of 
police gunfights in America's largest city. 
One of the last of the primarily revolver
armed big PDs, New York in 1990 had 14 
officers wounded by suspects and none 
killed, but wounded nearly 70 of their 

"When our cops 
watch their front sight, 
they hit what they' re 

shooting at, and when 
they don't, they don't." 

opponents and killed more than 40 with 
return fire. 

Cerar erect i ted the dramatically 
improved "gunfight victory ratio" to 
training that emphasized tactics and shot 
placement, with emphasis on use of the 
sights. "When our cops watch their front 
sight, they hit what they're shooting at," 
Cerar explained, "and when they don't, 
they don't." 

Panel Of Experts 
A panel of police firearms experts 

included the above authorities plus such 
attendees as Frank Repass and Evan Mar
shal I. Though many points were hotly 
debated, there were some areas of univer
sal agreement. 

All felt the 10mm auto caliber was 
dead in the water, but that the .40 S&W 
offered great promise. The panel agreed 
that a quality backup handgun, supple
mented with training, in its use is vital for 
the survival of the modem street cop 

The panel suggested that much greater 
emphasis on the sort of fast, reactive, 
close range shooting taught at ASLET is 
needed nationwide Sights should be used 
except at contact or near-contact distance, 
said the panel. And, ending on a positive 
note, the panel said that police firearms 
training has come a helluva long way in 
the last decade! 

In odd numbered years, ASLET 
firearms tracks are live fire. In even num
ber years, they are lecture format with 
heavy emphasis on video and slides. The 
l 992 seminar will follow that format in 
January at Milwaukee, with some of the 
nation's top police combat veterans present 
to share their knowledge and skills. Inter-
ested police trainers can send photocopies 
of their ID to Mas Ayoob, LFI, P.O. Box 
122, Concord, NH 03301, and ....._ 
request an ASLET application. ~ 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER •MAY/JUNE 1991 

OGLESBY & OGLESBY 
GUNMAKERS, INC. 

Gun Shown -
Witch Doctor Prototype 

Featuring (IRS) Internal Recoil Suppression And 
The Self Adjusting Port The Witch Doctor Is "Bad Medicine 
In The Hands Of The Right Man" -For Inquiries On 
Availability And Specifications, Call Or Write: 

Oglesby & Oglesby Gunmakers, Inc. 
R.R. #5, Springfield, IL. 62707 (217) 487-7100 Fax: (217) 487-7980 _____ __, 

• COMPETITION 
• RECREATIONAL 

• PRACTICAL SHOOTING 
ACCESSORIES 

MAHARLIKA 
FIREARMS ACCESSORIES 

Monday- Friday 9:00 AM. to 6:00 P.M. 

975 FAIRWAY DRIVE 
WALNUT, CALIFORNIA 91789 0 

IPSC 

~ 

CAltROS'ION, MILJ:)E.W, Sl'OIU\6£ ? , . c.,;,, ·:· 
How CI\M I PRE:VEN, INST: ij-

-~~t." 
EN MA~FAC~RE~ ;E ~CJ\ G.E--;y .. ,,, •• ' 

Manufacturers know that trapped humidity causes regular condensation within enclosed storage 
areas and this almost imperceptible condensation will cause irreparable damage: Rust, mildew, 
corrosion! That's why they include small packets of silica gel in shipments of quality cameras, guns, 
electronics, etc. 

Silica gel drinks up dampness to provide a protective shield of dry air within any enclosed area. 
Needs no electricty. Completely adsorbs moisture, remaining dry to the touch even when saturated. 
Once saturated, can be easily reactivated in any oven. (Built-in indicator turns from blue to pink to 
signal when.) Lifetime protection. Money-back guarantee. 

40 gram 

360 gram 

'- ::._ j 
750 gram 

40 Gram: Compact 4" x 2" x ½" aluminum canister. Protects 3 cu. ft. 
Item #SG-40: $5.50 ea. (2 or more: $5.00 ea.) 

360 Gram: 5" x 4" x 2" foil carton. Protects 27 cu ft. Item #SG-360: $9.50 ea. 
750 Gram: 6" x 4" diameter steel canister Protects 57 cu. ft 

Item #SG-750: $21.50 ea. 
*Prices quoted are discounted for payment by check or money order. 
Our "full prices" for MCNisa charges are 4'/2% greater than those quoted. 
Available directly from Hydrosorbent. (Dealers wanted). 
Unconditional money-back guarantee. Order now. 

fr~ HYDROSORBENTCO.,Bo::i37, Ashi;°/Fali; MA 01222- - - - z -, 
: Please send postpaid: Add $l.SO shiJ)lhandling. : 

__ ltem(s) SG-40 $5.50 (2 or more $5.00.ea.) MA add S% sal 
1 

I __ ltem(s) SG-360 $9.50 ea. To/!~d.: $ es ax. I 
I __ ltem(s) SG-750 $21.50 ea. I 

I Or charge 'MCNISA _______________ Exp.Date I 
I -1 
1 Name _____________________ 

I 
I AddressforUPS ___________________ I 

I City _________ State ___ Zip ________ l L------------------------~ 
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DELTA ELITE & OFFICER'S MODEL OWNERS: 

KING'S RECOIL SPRING GUIDE KITS 
IMPROVE PERFORMANCE! 

~~ 
Colt 10mm Delta Elite Kit: ~ 
#3068 $39.00 --

~ ~ 
~~,·'·" 

Colt Officer's~ ~ 
#306A $59.95 

Proven to boost: 
ACCURACY & RELIABILITY! 
Feel the difference right away! 
□ SS metal parts. 
□ Outer Recoil Springs 
□ Inner Recoil Springs 
□ Full length Recoil Spring Guides 
□ Buffer Pads 
□ Bushing (In OM Kit #306A only) 

Send $2.50 for 
Complete CATALOG. 

BOWEN CUSTOM 
Continued from page 50 

At least that was what he was thinking. 
I had no such thoughts. This was no gam
ble, this was a sure thing. I have worked 
with enough of Bowen's custom 
Rugers- Blackhawks, Redhawks, Bis
leys, GP- I 00's, and Security-Sixes- to 
know that as a gunsmith, Bowen is a mas
ter. This was like Rembrandt asking if he 
could "practice" painting my portrait! 

Meet Hamilton Bowen 

~ KiNG~sRGUNUWORKs 

The first time I ever met Hamilton 
Bowen it was my good pleasure to shoot 
one of his .50 caliber Redhawks. I fired 
five shots standing at 100 yard silhouette 
pigs, taking them all down and then heard 
Bowen mutter, "I really should fix that 
gun. It just isn't right." 

If this was the way his guns performed 
that were just not right, what were his 
good ones like? 
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SINCL '"'
9 1837 w. GLENOAKS BLVD., GLENDALE, CA 91201 • (818) 956-6010 • FAX (818) 548-8606 

1.P.S.C. WORLD SHOOT IX DOWN UNDER 
VIDEO 

95 MINUTE FEATURE LENGTH OFFICIAL lPSC VIDEO 
(NTSC format) 

FEATURES: 
* American and Australian teams 
* Teams and Shooters of other nations 
* A revealing chat with Nylc Leatham 
* The lighter side of World Shoot IX 
* Shooters views with the 'COL TCAM' * A look at all match results 

$45 American plus S6.50 for postage and handling 
To order, send money order or cashier's cheque to: 

THE QUILL, 2 Alma Street, Glenelg South Australia 5045 
Please allow 4 weeks for delivery. 

AGONIZED ORGANIZED 

rntrn Case-Gard 
Ammo Boxes 

Catalog 
Available 

My two Colt Single Actions would go 
off to Bowen with the idea that I would 
take whatever turned out without com
plaint. Furthermore, this would be a part
time project that he could only work on 
sparingly. 

If everything turned out as he hoped
and as I knew it would- I would have 
two custom Colt Single Actions and 
Bowen Classic Arms would start business 
by offering custom work on Colt Single 
Actions. 

Colt Guinea Pigs 
The two Colts sent to Bowen were a 

Single Action 12" Buntline Special .45 
Colt and a 71/z'' .44 Special. The .45 had 
started life as a .357, been converted to 
.45 Colt and then later had the standard 
barrel replaced with a Buntline Special 
barrel acquired somewhere along the 
way. It did not even come close to shoot-
ing to point-of-aim. . 

The .44 Special, one of my favorite 
calibers in the Single Action, had been 
picked up 20 years ago at a ridiculously 
low price because it was no longer origi
nal. The case-hardening was gone and the 
entire gun had been reblued. A Smith & 
Wesson rear sight had been installed 
along the way by well-known gunsmith 
Georg Hoenig and a Micro ramp front 
sight had been fitted. 

The .44 Special shot beautifully, but I 
was a little leery of its frame for heavy 
loads since the top strap had been cut to 
install the Smith & Wesson adjustable rear. 
Normally I prefer .44 Special loads consist
ing of the 250 grain Keith bullet at 1,100 to 
1,200 fps and, while I felt perfectly safe 
with these loads in a Smith & Wesson 
Model 24 or a Colt New Frontier, I used 
them sparingly in this Colt Single Action. 

"John, what would you like as to cal
iber?" asked Hamilton Bowen. The first 

MTM Molded Products Co.• 3370 Obco Court• P.O. Box 14117 • Dayton, Ohio 45413 choice was easy. I've always wanted a 
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really good .32-20 Colt Single Action. 
Bowen has made .32-20's on Ruger 

Blackhawks but they seem a little large 
and clumsy to me for this small caliber. 
Ruger offers the .32 Magnum on the little 
Single-Six, but this was not quite what I 
wanted. No, it had to be a Colt Single 
Action .32-20. 

The reason probably goes back to my 
younger days when I read (and re-read) 
Elmer Keith's Sixguns and discovered 
that his first cartridge sixgun was a .32-20 
Colt. Yes, the first Colt would be a target
sighted .32-20. 

For the second gun, my first choice 
was a .44 Special with a five and one-half 
inch barrel. This would replace the .44 
Special that was being lost. Nothing 
fancy here, just a well put together .44 
Special. 

But the more I thought about it , the 
more I leaned in favor of the .41 Mag
num. Colt has never offered a .41 Mag
num in the Colt Single Action, so this 
would be a true custom Single Action. 

Bowen hesitated. He was not sure that 
he wanted to chamber the Single Action 
frame in the .41 Magnum. Yes, it proba
bly would work out okay- for awhile. 
But there was always the possibility of 
stretching the frame with heavy loads. 
Instead he convinced me to really go the 
custom route and try his .4 I Special. 

Custom .32-20 Arrives 
Time passed. Bowen called from time 

to time to let me know that he had not 
forgotten the Colt Single Actions and that 
he was studying the cylinders and ratchet 
design carefully before he tried to make 
new cylinders. 

We talked on a regular basis as I tested 
numerous Bowen custom Rugers and he 
kept me informed on the progress of the 
Colts. About a year after I originally sent 
the sixguns to him, Hamilton called and 
asked if it would be permissible to re
case color the frame of the .44 Special 
turned .32-20. 

I gave him free rein to do whatever he 
thought best with either Colt. I was along 
for the ride and he was the driver. I had 
said earlier that I wanted an 81/2" barrel 
on the .32-20 and I wanted a true .32-20, 
not a .30-20 which would allow the use 
of the large range of .30 caliber bullets. 
My interest was more in cast bullets that 
were designed for the original .32-20. 

About two weeks later, UPS dropped 
off the first Colt. The package was 
opened with a year's built-up excitement 
coupled with the fact that I am a sucker 
for a good Single Action. 

Even after all these years, I still dig out 
the old copies of Keith's Sixguns(l955), 
and Stebbin's Pistols, A Modern Ency
clopedia (1961) just to look at the pictures 
of the old custom Colt Single Actions. 

The Bowen Colt Single Action .32-20 
that greeted my eyes was the most beauti
ful Single Action sixgun that I had ever 
laid my eyes on, bar none. My first 

L•cca GUN WORKS.INC. 
Building guns for the 21.st Century 

Custom Handgun Specialist: 
IPSC conversions In all calibers 
Basic Street• PPC Revolvers 

Custom Competition Shotguns: 
For the finest in speed and reliability. 

All work guaranteed for the highest reliability, quality and craftsmanship. 
Dept YR, 51 Union Place, Worcester, MA 01608 • 508-754-2887 

NEW 1991 
LYMAN CATALOG 
Features more than 30 new products, including the new, low 
cost Tubby'" Tumbler, Deerstalker Custom Carbine, 
LE-1()()() Electronic Scale, two new target sights, 12 new 
reloading die listings, 7 new bullet moulds and much more. 

Includes 4-page catalog of Lyman's full line of Targ-Dots® 
fluorescent stick-on targets and entry form for the Third Annual 
On-Target Sweepstakes with more than 100 chances to win 
up to $5,000 in prizes. 
Full size 44-page color catalog available for $2.00. Small 
2-color version -FREE. Please specify and write to Lyman. 

Questions? Call toll free 1-800-22-LYMAN 

Lyman ® Dept. 927, Route 147 
Middlefield, CT 06455 

Pistol Shooters Can See Their Sights and Targets Clearly 

The Merit Optical attachment provides an instantly adjustable 
aperture to accommodate changing light conditions. 

• Light weight, under 1/5 ounce 
• Aperture diameter varies from .022 to .156 

inches 

• Compact, stores in a 1' x 1' x 1' box 
• Disc pivots up out of line of vision when not 

shooting 

FREE Brochure of all Merit Shooting Aids available-send card or call. 

Merit Products are available from your local dealer or you may order factory direct 
Dealers please include copy of FFL or send 
request on letterhead for dealer discount schedule 

Dept. AH Box 9044 
Schenectady, N.Y. 12309 

(518) 346-1420 
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ERICAN 
ALITY 

U.S. Pat. No. 4,942,801 Price: 
One hundred dollars for rib, 
instructions, and limited permission 
to build one gun using the 
purchased rib. 

Terms: 
Payment via cashier check, 
personal check (must clear), or 
cash C.0.0. (add $3.00). NV. 
residents add 6% 

THE SCHUEMANN HYBRID COMPENSATOR 
Current compensated semi-auto handguns use technology 
patented by Newton in 1865, popularized by Cutts in 1925, 

and made obsolete by the Hybrid in 1990. With 2.5 times more compensation 
power and a simple, reliable, lightweight design, the Hybrid is the comp gun 
of the future. Take the precision investment cast rib to your favorite gunsmith 

and have him build you a gun of the future. Or, build your own. 
The instruction booklet is very complete and includes 60 illustrations. 

Wil Schuemann, 705 Wagner Drive, Carson City, NV 89703 (702) 885-7362 

WHO SAYS YOU CAN'T GET 
QUALITY LEATHER ANYMORE? 

Simply the Best Leather and Nylon Products Available 
Please write or call for our new 1990 catalog. Send $3.00 to: 

TED BLOCKER HOLSTERS 
5360 N.E. 112th St., Portland, OR 97220 

Phone: (503) 254-9950 FAX: (503) 254-7172 

thought was, "Even if this thing doesn't 
shoot, it is still worth it!" 

Bowen had fitted it with an 81/z'' Dou
glas premium barrel with a gentle taper 
from frame to muzzle end that helps hold 
down the weight. I had sent along an old 
Micro post front sight from my parts box, 
which Bowen had installed and reshaped 
perfectly. 

But the crowning touch was the finish. 
The unfluted cylinder, barrel, ejector rod 
housing, and grip frame were all re-blued. 

The top of the Douglas barrel is 
inscribed: ".32-20 WCF Cal." This may 
not be historically correct as I believe it is 
.32-20 or .32WCF, not both. But the 
inscription is beautifully lettered and 
Hamilton Bowen is not interested in 
restoring Colt Single Actions, only in 
customizing them. 

The real heart-pounding part of the 
.32-20 sixgun was the frame, hammer and 
trigger. All three had been beautifully 
case-colored in Bowen's shop. I could 
hardly wait to remove the Colt hard rub
ber grips, that had been sent along with 
the .44 Special that was now a .32-20, 
and replace them with the genuine old 
and yellowed stag grips that properly 
belong on the old Colt. 

With the heavy stag grips installed, the 
Bowen .32-20 Colt Single Action weighs 
in at 48 ounces, an even three pounds. 

For those that may wonder about a .44 
Special lover committing the unpardon
able sin of allowing a .44 Special to be 
turned into another caliber, not to worry. 
Bowen returned the original .44 barrel 
and cylinder and they are now at rest in 
my parts box waiting to be installed in 
some Colt Single Action in the future. 

I was so happy with the finish on the 
.32-20 that my old marred-and-scarred 
.44 Special Eisley Colt was sent off to 
Bowen Classic Arms with one simple set 
of instructions: Finish it like the .32-20. 

As I progressed through the loads I had 
assembled, the Bowen .32-20 shot better 
and better with the WW23 I and H4227 
loads getting right down close to the one
inch mark and the old #2400 load giving a 
very beautiful three-quarter inch group. 

This sixgun was a definite winner. The 
only problem that surfaced was the fact 
that it was shooting low. This was easily 
taken care off as I had the same amount 
removed from the top of the front sight as 
I had gap under the raised rear sight. 

This brought it in real close and by 
raising the rear sight a few clicks, it was 
right on the money. It is now perfectly 
sighted and shoots under an inch at 25 
yards. "Bowen, your first attempt at cus
tomizing a Colt Single Action is a rous
ing success," I thought to myself. 

Bowen .41 Special 
I had no sooner test-fired the first 

Bowen Custom Single Action when the 
second one, the .41 Special, appeared at 
the door. While the .32-20 looked com
pletely custom, the .41 Special was more 
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THE ONLY SENSIBLE APPROACH TO 
HANDGUN SECURITY IN THE HOME OR 

OFFICE 
• Absolutely child proof, tamper proof• Gives you peace 
of mind 2 ways: (a) Loaded gun is close by and ready 
(b) Only you - no one else can get to it • No key, no 
eyeballing, no light needed • Open in 5 seconds or less 
in the dark • Comes pre-set with 3 digit combination. 
Over 1000 combinations to choose from - easily set in 
minutes • Exclusively features the Simplex Mechanical 

Push Button Combination Lock • • 
Sturdy 20 gauge steel with welded 1 
joints • Telescoping lid is pry proof , , 
• Hidden hinge pin can't be driven , i :4 

out • Top & bottom foam pads hold , , I 
gun in place • We guarantee ' 
satisfaction or your money back. • ; 

Calif. res. add 61/,% sales tax 
Visa, Mastercard, personal check, money order, 
COD accepted 

SPORTSMAN'S COMMUNICATORS 
588 RADCLIFFE AVE• PAC PALISADES CA 90272 213 454 1896 

on the order of a standard 51/2'' Colt Sin
gle Action accept for two things readily 
apparent- the unfluted cylinder and the 
sides of the hammer are now blued. 

Why didn't Colt, and why doesn't 
Ruger, do this with their single actions? 
A simple touch that makes the already 
attractive sixgun even more so. 

Topping off the second Bowen Colt is 
the inscription ".4 I Special Cal." on the 
top of the Douglas barrel. Bowen's let
tering is perfectly executed and a nicer 
style than most factory lettering. The only 
thing I have seen recently to match it is 
found on the new Smith & Wesson 
Magna-Classic .44 Magnum. 

Just as with the .32-20, Bowen had 
completely worked over the action mak
ing sure each single action was perfectly 
timed. Since the .45 Colt Buntline Spe
cial, now transformed into a .41 Special, 
already had excellent case-coloring, 
Bowen left this part untouched and sim
ply re-blued the balance of the gun. 

I had sent the .45 Colt, now .41 Spe
cial, to Bowen with a pair of homemade 
walnut one-piece stocks, but as luck 
would have it I took it along with me to a 
gun show the first weekend and picked 
up a pair of genuine stag grips that fitted 
perfectly. 

There is a great deal of variation in 
Colt grip frames but the first pair I tried 
did the job. They aren't aged as the old 
yellow grips on the .32-20, but they do 

. . . 
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OLDE GLORY FIREWORKS brings 
fireworks to your door! Complete 32-page 
color catalog FREE! For more information 

call TOLL-FREE 1-800-843-8758. 

Void where prohibited. 

Name _____________ _ 

Address ____________ _ 

City ____ State ___ Zip ___ _ 

1-800-248-3845 
(for Orders Only) 

95% Of All Orders Shipped 
Next Day RULL·■® 

INQUIRIES (309) 928-2574 
P.O. BOX 182 

FARMER CITY, IL 61842 

I January 15, 1991 I (No FFL Needed) 
Charles K. Bane 

Vl INCORPORATED 
Carter S. Jones HARD CAST MATCH GRADE BULLETS• SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

ALL BULLETS ARE FREIGHT PAID TD THE ORIGINAL 48 STATES 

500 1000 

9MM ..... ,~ 

500 1000 ..... 
30 CAL Carbine~, $18.00 $34.50 38 Super -- $20.25 $39.00 
115GR RN Sized .309 38 Spec. 147GR FP Sized .356, .357, .358 

32CA~[K:l $18.00 $34.50 38 CAL m $20.25 $39.00 
1 OOGR SWC Sized .314 148GR DEWC Sized .358 

9MM....-g $27 .00 $51.00 38 CAL - $20.25 $39.00 
115GR FMJ Sized .355 148GR BN Sized .358 

38CAL~ $27.00 $51.00 38 CAL ~$20.25 $39.00 
125GR JHP Sized .357 150GR SWC Sized .356 .357 

9MM ~ $18.50 $36.50 38 CAL IJ=Ds21.oo $40.25 
122G R FP Sized .356 155GR SWCSized .356 .357 

9MM (13 $18.50 $36.50 38 CAL ~$21.00 $40.25 
125GR RN Sized .356 158GR RN Sized .358 

38CAL....-m $19.00 $35.50 38 CAL ~$21.00 $40.25 
148GR HBWC Sized .358 158GR Sized .358 

The Price You See Is The Price You Pay! CA, WA, OR add sa.oo. 
There are no hidden charges We use nothing but the finest virgin alloy in the manufacture of our hard cast bullets. We have 
our lead professionally alloyed for us several tons at a lime to insure you the most consistent bullets. box after box. Scrap lead 
1s never used We use a high content ol tm and antimony to allow you to obtain maximum velocities with little or no leading. 

All bullets are then sized to the exact diameter required and lubed with our d1s11r1ct1ve blue lube. This bullet lube is clean, hard 
and pleasant to work with. II will not gum up your reloading dies. stick to your lingers or goo up the other bullets m the boK. 
It stays in the lube groove like it's supposed to. 
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500 1000 500 1000 

W:1 ~ 10MM 
. 

$22.25 $42.75 44 CAL $24.25 $47.25 
175GR SWC Sized .401 205GR SWC Sized .430 

41 CAL WB $25.00 $48.50 44 CAL ~ $26.50 $52.00 
215GR SWC Sized .411 240GR SWC Sized .430 

45 CAL ~ $23.00 $44.25 FAX: 309-928-2130 
185GR SWC Sized .452 

~ BRASS, 9MM Military $26.50 $51.00 
45 CAL $23. 75 $46.50 9MM Military, Freight Paid, Deprimed, 
200GR SWC Sized .452 Crimp Removed, Polished 

~ 38 SPECIAL $16.00 $30.00 
45 CAL $26.00 $50. 75 Commercial, Dnce Fired, Polished, 
230GR RN Sized .452 Inspected 

~ 45 A.C.P. $28.00 $56.00 
45 CAL $26.00 $50.75 Military, Once Fired, Deprimed, Crimp 
230GR FP Sized .452 Removed, Polished 

45 CAL - $28.00 $54.50 SATISFACTION GUARANTEED! 
255G R SWC Sized .452 

After being hand inspected, each box of 500 (usually 502) receives an attractive label makmg them excellent for resale 

EASY TO ORDER_: CALL m your order anytime; we accept VISA or MasterCard. There is no extra charge for usmg your card 
QUANTITY DISCOUNTS for 10 & 25M, OK to mix, huge freight discount & UPS Hundred Weight available, please call for details 
or with any questions you may have Iha! w! could help with.- OR - MAIL m your order along with cert1f1ed funds. Please allow 
one week for personal checks to clear. Describe your order as clearly as possible and include your phone number 

WE PAY THE FREIGHT TO YOU• LIFE MEMBER NRA• PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 
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tDfi, Sa:1 Can <you SE-£ Those Invisible Sights? 
- Try Lee's Fluorescent Sight Kits ._. 

LEE'S RED RAMPS 
125 

.. 

Mini Kit - one color (your choice) sixty sights . . $25.95 
Regular Kit - one color (your choice) 125 sights $43.95 
Deluxe Kit - Four colors (your choice) 250 sights . . . . . . . . . . . . . $79.95 

Colors available: Red, Orange, Yellow, and White 
Illustrated Instructions provided. No tools provided. 

Spring Kits 
S&W K, N, & L Frames (Target or Police and Hunting) 
S&W J Frame 
Ruger double action except Redhawk & G-100 (Target or P & H) . 
Ruger single action (New Model) 
Dan Wesson .357 

Lee's Custom Blue 

$15.95 
$10.95 
$10.95 
$13.95 
$10.95 

Developed expressly for matching cold blue to hot blue. This blue is especially good when used with our ramp 
kits. It will not attack the acrylic sight and will not mar existing hot blue. It has no after smell and was an instant 
success at the Shot Show. 

1 oz. $10.00; 2 oz. $15.00; 4 oz. $25.00 

White Outline Sights 
White outline blades for Ruger, Colt, Micro, Virginia Dragoon 
.090" Aperture white outline blade for longer barrels . 

Dealers call or write for discounts. 
Order by check, money order, Visa, MasterCharge, or COD to: 

Lee's Red Ramps, Dept. AHG, P. 0. Box 1249, Phelan, CA 92371, Phone (619) 868-5731 
California residents add 6.5% sales tax. Minimum credit card order $20.00 

All products sold by Lee's Red Ramps fully guaranteed by Lee Baker. 
We are the originators of the Red Ramp sight kits. NRA Life 

$5.95 
$7.95 

What .45 Comp gun weig s less than 
an Officer's* model but shoots major 
loads wtth a 5 lb. recoil spring? 

JARVIS 
GUNSMITH ING 

Kit$285 = _~ 
~ = - - --- ------- - -- -

--

"' 

A Vic 2+2 .. • The World's Best Comp!,. 

Vic Lite.. 152gr.45 Bullets•$37 ~\:~ 

• L Frame Barrel Weights 
• Compensator Kits 
• Bull Barrels 
• Rifled Barrel Blanks 
• Competition Handguns 

Call Bill Jarvis (406) 961-4392 
MAILING ADDRESS: 

BOX 173, HAMIIJON, MT 59840 

SHIPPING ADDRESS; 
1123 CHERRY ORCHARD LOOP, HAMILTON, MT 59840 

CATALOG: $2.00 

look good and feel good. 
With the heavy stag grips installed, the 

weight of the 51/2'' barrelled Bowen .4 I 
Special Single Action comes in at 40 
ounces, making it quite comfortable to 
shoot. 

My thinking on the .41 Special in a 
Colt Single Action was that one could 
safely achieve I, I 00 to 1,200 fps with a 
200 to 220 grain bullet with no strain on 
the cylinder and frame. Or about what a 
heavily loaded .44 Special Colt Single 
Action can do with a 250 grain Keith 
Bullet. 

Since l really did not know where to 
begin, I started conservatively and 
worked my way up using the Bull-X 215 
grain semi-wadcutter .411" bullet. These 
bullets are available from Bull-X by call
ing toll-free 1-800-248-3845. I have had 
excellent results with Bull-X brand bul
lets in 9mm, .38, 10mm, .41, .44, and .45 
caliber. However, I was not prepared for 
what was about to happen with the .41 
Special. 

When I hit the load of 12.5 grains of 
#2400 under the .41 I" Bull-X 215 grain 
bullet, I could not believe what was hap
pening as shot after shot simply plopped 
into the same hole. This load clocked out 
at 1,063 fps and measured a target-grade 
.625". Big bore sixguns just do not come 
any better than this! 

Upping the charge one grain to 13.5 
grains of #2400, opens the group up to a 
still very satisfying 1.75" and 1,167 fps. 
For now at least, I will call this maximum 

Once again Colt Single 
Action lovers have a 

source of custom work. 
for the .41 Special. 

Hamilton Bowen will offer the .41 
Special in the Colt Single Action, but of 
more significance for defensive work will 
be the fact that he will be offering the 
same caliber in a Ruger Security-Six. 
This would make a nearly perfect defen
sive sixgun. 

A little over a year ago, Hamilton 
Bowen would not look at a Colt Single 
Action. Now he realizes what great guns 
they actually are. 

Once again Colt Single Action lovers 
have a source of custom work on the six
gun too good to die. I feel very fortunate 
to have the first two Custom Single 
Action Colts from Bowen Classic Arms. 
The first two out of many that will soon 
be found amongst shooters who appreci-
ate a great sixgun and ..... 
top quality work. ~ 

For a complete catalog of Bowen's work 
on Ruger's as well as his Colt Single 
Action brochure, send $3 to Bowen Classic 
Arms, P.O. Box 67, Dept. AH, Louisville, 
TN 37777 or call (615) 984-3583. 
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Concealed Carry without a jacket 
with the Hidden Difference holslet 

Knife Sheath Pager Case 
brown or block $49 ppd b~ck only $59 ppd 
Specify right or left 
11arx1 s11octer and mare 
and model of gun. Can 
fit automatics up to 6½' 
overall and 5-shot Gooiscompleldyl-.!den 
RMJt,fr.;wilh'l'barrel. rlSide)llOlpaliS bd,.,.ll)llOIO"E•oolsl~ 

- Call Now, Toll-Free: 1-800-227-6464 -
24 hours. MC, Visa, or C.O. D., or mail to Leatherwood 
Holsters, Teel Rd., Dept AH, Winchendon, MA 01475. 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Money Back 

NOT A CORRESPONDENCE COURSE! 
You will be taught by an experienced faculty and learn 
through "hands on" experience ir. a step by step pro
gram with individual instructions. Complete your course 
in less than one year. Day and night classes available. 
We are a specialized school with a proven 44 year suc
cess record and graduates in 50 states as well as foreign 
countries. Approved for the training of eligible veterans 
and is an accredited member of National Association of 
Trade and Technical Schools. We participate in some 
U S Government financial assistance programs. Call 
(800)234-4594 or (303)233-4697 for info. today 

Colorado School of Trades 
1575 Hoyt St. •Dept.HG• Denver, CO 80215 

,-.----------, 
HOW TO BUY 

AND SELL 
USED GUNS 

0NLY$10.95 
plus $2.00 shipping & handling 

Send me HOW TO BUY & SELL USED GUNS. 
Below is my billing information. 

□ Check/MO$ --- □ VISNMC ___ _ 
Acct. No ___________ _ 

Exp. Date ___ Initial ______ _ 

Name------------
Address ___________ _ 

City _____ State_ Zip __ _ 

CA Residents, add 7% sales tax 
Cut out and send to GUNS BOOKS DEPT. HG99105 

591 Camino de la Reina, 1200, San Diego, CA 92108 ..._ ____________ ..... 

SILUETAS 
Continued ji-om page 28 

be maintained on a national level and 
each member nation would have its own 
national organization and would deter
mine its membership and fees. 

COMPETITIO : Types of handgun 
competition would be expanded under 
ISSU rules. There would be five big bore 
categories, four .22 categories, two field 
pistol categories, four air pistol cate
gories, and four black powder categories. 
The categories and classifications would 
be as follows. Scores below 13 would be 
termed recruit or unclasified. 

Big Bore Pistol: Production Single 
Shot, Production Revolver, Production 
Standing, Unlimited, and Scoped Handgun . 

. 22 Handgun: .22 Production, .22 
Revolver, .22 Standing Production, and 
.22 Unlimited. 

Field Pistol: Scoped Production Hand
gun, Open Sight Production Handgun. 

Air Pistol: Production Sport Pistol 
(standing and freestyle), Unlimited Air 
Pistol (standing and freestyle). 

Black Powder Revolver: Authentic/ 
Authentic Reproduction (standing and 
freestyle), Unlimited (standing and 
freestyle) 

Black Powder Pistol: Authentic/ 
Authentic Reproduction and Unlimited. 

The classifying system for shooters for 
Production Revolver, Produciton Single 
Shot, Air Sports Pistol, black Powder 
Pistol or Revolver would be A Class: 38-
40, B Class: 26-37, C Class: 13-25. 

For Production Standing or Field Pis
tol the breakdown would be A: 28-40, B: 
21-27, C: 13-20. 

For Unlimited, A: 39-40, B: 26-38, C: 
13-25. 

And finally for the Scoped Handgun, 
the categories would be A: 39-40, B: 31-
38, C: 21-30 with anyone shooting below 
21 in the Recruit class. 

A Worldly Affair 
IHMSA Internationals and NRA 

Nationals are held each summer and are 
open to any competitor who has shot in 
the required number of matches each year 
and who can afford the entry fees and the 
cost of travel. Under ISSU, each member 
nation would sponsor only one entry per 
category and a maximum total of three 
alternates. 

This would make it a true world class 
competition and I can envision local 
clubs sending their best to state or region
al matches and each country's silhouette 
organization paying the expenses of their 
best shooters to attend and compete in the 
world competition. 

ISSU also proposes, "In order not to 
exclude any ISSU competitor who con
siders him or herself to be qualified to 
compete at a world level event, a 40 
round qualifying match will be held prior 
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Custom mounting for most popular 
service pistols and rewlwrs. 

Also from Trijicon ... 
• ARMSON O.E.G.•- Self-luminous 

binocular sight. 
• Trijicon•Riflescope- Self-luminous 

crosshairs, for magnified any-light 
accuracy. 

• A.C.O.G. ~ -Advanced Combat Optical 
Gunsight 

Contact Your Dealer /Distributor 

Trijicon, Inc. 
P.O. Box 2130 

Farmington Hills, Ml 48333 

(313) 553-4960 AH591 



THE FINEST 
HANDGUN 

GRIPS 
Made from fancy hardwoods, 
soft rubber & original nylon 

For the location of your 
dealer and 

FREE 
CATALOG 
CALL TOLL FREE 
1-800-GET-GRIP 
( 1-800-438-4 7 4 7) 

Or (805) 466-6266. 

Hogue Grips are available at a 
dealer near you, or you can order 
direct. 
Our quality grips are available for 
most makes and models of revolv-

new generation 
S&W autos ... 

HOGUE 
-GRIPS-
originator and maker of the MONOGRIP 

-
94 

to the world championship." Thus far all 
championship matches have been open to 
anyone. This proposal provides for select
ing the best handgunners from around the 
world to compete head to head. 

All silhouette matches in the United 
States are fired on steel targets. ISSU 
allows for the use of paper targets in any 
country which prohibits the use of steel 
targets. Steel targets will be used for all 
world competition and world records can
not be set using paper targets. 

At the present time, both NRA and 
IHMSA have rules to keep silhouetting 
an amateur sport. The ISSU proposal 

Our local range is 
shared by both black 
powder shooters and 

silhouette shooters and 
so far never the twain 

shall meet. 

continues this idea with subsidies or 
sponsorship being strictly prohibited. 
Most other sports as wel I as shooting 
sports have both amateur and profession
al categories. Silhouetting never has 
allowed this. 

ISSU recognizes the older shooter 
with three provisions. One allows auxil
iary lenses attached to the eye or eye 
glass frame. A second proposal allows 
special classifications for senior shooters 
and, most importantly, allows the use of 
scopes for these shooters on regulation 
targets. Unfortunately, an age of 55 is set 
as a minimum and most shooters who 
need scopes need them long before then. 

The third "senior-citizen" proposal 
sets up a scoped category that, along with 
Field Pistol and Black Powder 
Pistol/Revolver, would be fired on half
sized targets but they would be set at 
long-range distances. The weight limit on 
scoped handguns would be five pounds. 

The black powder category is some
thing new. Our local range is shared by 
both black powder shooters and silhou
ette shooters and so far never the twain 
shall meet. 

Under ISSU rules proposals, black 
powder shooters and silhouette shooters 
would be brought together and I for one 
would be most interested in both the 
authentic category, which would allow the 
use of either Colt or Remington black 
powder cap-and-ball sixguns or reproduc
tions of same, and the unlimited revolver, 
in which I would expect the number one 
revolver to be the Ruger Old Army. This 
sixgun will do one-inch at 25 yards and 
would make an excellent silhouette six
gun. I could also see this category expand
ing into black powder cartridge revolvers. 

Bob Brownell's 

GUNSMITH 
KINKS II 

GUNSMITH KINKS II 
ONLY 

$18.95 

2nd Volume in theSeries 
Follows the format of the highly 
successful GU SMITH KII\TKS I, 
bringing together in one book all of 
the hands-on cures and solutions to 
problems that over 700 gunsmiths 
have run into in over 30 years of 
gunsmithing. Every "kink-cure" is 
shop developed, shop proven, and 
written by the men who do the 
work. 

It's clever, creative, and often funny. 
Detailed and illustrated how-to 
a1ticles include stuff you won't find 
anywhere else ... stocking; 
bluing/plating; drilling; tapping; 
hunting; reloading; plus, many, 
many more. 719 separate subject 
headings make up a treasure chest 
of info to delight the shooter, 
gunsmith, or hobbyist. 504 pages 
with 252 detailed photos and 
drawings. 

A "THIRD HAND" FOR 
GUNSMITHS AND 

HOBBYISTS 
send order to: 

GUNS BOOKS, DEPT. 21-HG9105 
591 Camino de la Reina. Ste 200 

San Diego, CA 92108 
(619) 297-8032 

Please send ___ copies of 
GUNSMITH KINKS II @ $18.95 plus 
$2.50 postage each. [California 
residents please add 7% sales tax] 

Enclosed $ __ Charge my O VISA O MC 

Card # and expiration date 

Name ___________ _ 

Address 
City/State/Zip ________ _ 
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FIREARMS TRAINING 
WITH ARNTZEN 'S HIGH 
STRENGTH STEEL TARGETS 
STEEL IPSC PRACTICE TARGET 
WITH POST, BASE & HARDWARE. 
RINGS LIKE A BELL WHEN HIT' 
READY TO USE. DISASSEMBLES 
WITHOUT TOOLS FOR EASY 
TRANSPORT. POST & BASE WILL 
WORK WITH ANY SHAPES BELOW. 
(MUST DRILL MOUNTING HOLE). 

A. IPSC TARGET (WITH HOLE) $59 
K. POST, BASE & HOW 10 

$99 

~~-VP~_,, 
~~~!~~ 

NOW YOU CAN HAVE A 
COMPLETE PEPPER POPPER, 
READY FOR USE, MADE OF 
ARNTZEN'S HIGH STRENGTH 
STEEL, REGULATION IPSC SIZE 

COMPLETE 
WITH BASE 

$110 

PRECISION CUT STEEL PLATES 
INDIVIDUAL SHOOTERS, GUN CLUBS AND LAW 
ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES CAN NOW BUILD THEIR 
OWN STEEL TARGET SYSTEMS WITH ARNTZEN'S 
HIGH STRENGTH CUT STEEL SHAPES. ALL TARGET 
STEEL IS TESTED TO MEET 200 MINIMUM BRINELL 
HARDNESS, OUTLASTS A-36 OR MILD STEEL 

MAKE YOUR CHOICE OF HIGH 
STRENGTH STEEL SHAPES. 

@ 

~~ 
A. IPSC 3/8" STEEL PLATE 17-3/4" X 

29-1/2" (INCL MOUNTING HOLE) $59 
A-1 IPSC HALF SIZE 3/8" X 8-7/8" X 14-3/4" $15 
B. POPPER 3/8' STEEL PLATE 12· X 42" $39 
C. PIN 1/2" STEEL PLATE 4-7/8" X 15' $11 
D. 2· X 4· WELD ON BASE $1.50 
E. CIRCLE 3/8" STEEL PLATE 

8"-$9 10"·$12 12'-$15 
F. 'B' ZONE 3/8' STEEL 6° X 6" $8.50 
G. 'A' ZONE 3/8' STEEL 6° X 11. $11 
H. RECTANGLE 3/8" STEEL PLATE 

18" X 24" $48 
K. POST, BASE & HARDWARE $40 

(NOT FOR USE WITH C.F. RIFLES) 

NOTE: 30 DAY TERMS FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT 
AGENCIES WITH P.O. 

$5 HANDLING CHARGE ON ORDERS UNDER $100. 
15% DISCOUNT ON ORDERS OVER $1000. (CASH) 
UPS OR FRT CHGS., FOB ROCKFORD, IL 

CHARGE YOUR ORDER I YIW I l·=·I 

14J291 

CALL: 800/821-3475 
FAX: 815/964-0045 

CORPORATION 
1025 SCHOOL STREET 

ROCKFORD, IL 61105-0898 

For governing the new organization, 
ISSU proposes a slate of officers consist
ing of a President, Vice-president, and 
Secretary-Treasurer all elected by a gener
al assembly consisting of delegates from 
each country. A supervisory Executive 
Committee, a Technical Committee, and a 
committees for each of the categories, pis
tol shooting, airgun shooting, and black 
powder shooting would also be set up. 

Of course, I have only covered the 
basics in the new proposal which runs 
over 40 pages. Now it is up to silhouette 
shooters. Are we interested in a truly 
international organization that would 
oversee all silhoutte shooting? 

Are we ready for a marriage of black 
powder and silhouetting? 

IHMSA And Scopes 
Is this the only way we will get silhou

ette shooting IHMSA-style to accept 
scopes? So far, the ISSU proposal only 
touches on the ground floor level of sil
houetting shooting with scopes but it is a 
beginning. 

IHMSA recently had a "test run" of 
scope in long range silhouetting and the 
latest issue of IHMSA News reports that 
only three clubs have reported trying the 
long-range scope classification. 

But the deck was somewhat stacked as 
provisions were made for the use of Field 
Pistol targets for long-range, big-bore, 
scoped-silhouetting. How many clubs are 
willing to allow their Field Pistol targets 
to be subject to the stress of big bore 
shooting? 

The biggest question that remains is 
whether or not American shooters are 
willing to really recognize that there ai:e 
other silhouetters around the world and 
release the total control that we have had 
on silhouette shooting. 

Along with this issue is the companion 
one that recognizes that anti-gunners, and 
also anti-hunting forces, are not peculiar
ly American but are world wide. Would 
an organization such as ISSU help to 
combat these anti-gun ideas? 

If ISSU is brought into play, will the 
IHMSA Internationals and NRA Nation
als be changed or would they simply be 
used to select the best shooters in the 
country? 

Would silhouetting become a champi
onship event for the best shooters only? 

Would we lose the average and 
mediocre shooters from the sport if this 
happens? 

The next step is up to silhouette shoot
ers. If you are an NRA shooter and inter
ested in the ISSU proposal one way or the 
other contact the RA and let them know 
your feelings. 

If you shoot under IHMSA rules, let 
headquarters know how you feel about 
the concept ofISSU. 

In either case, you can also provide 
feedback to ISSU by contacting L.E. 
Vallery, Dalveien 2, 1396 ~ 
B jorkas, orway. ~ 
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LASERS 
The Ultimate 

System 

Quick Detachable Mounts 
Carry laser separately-
Slip ii on when needed. 
Models fit most popular handguns. 

Why B□SQUARE? 

(!) Maximum Visibility - 2" 
Pulsating Dot at 200 yards 

ll) Interchangeable Mounting 

Over Under Offset 

lil~fi 
I]) B □ SQUARE Strength 

and Reliability 
• Advanced "Pulsed" Circuitry 
• Upgradable Modular Design 
• Moisture Proof 
• Abuse Proof Cap 
• Shock/Recoil Resistant 
• "Fast Feedback" Switch 
• Popular Batteries 

(!) Lockable Direct Beam 
Aiming 

I!) B □ SQUARE Lifetime 
Guarantee 

I!) B □ SQUARE Service 
Hotline 

I I-800-433-2909 I 

Ask Your Dealer or Call. 

C~i'D~T5MAN'5 
T:AM CHALL:NCi: 

6/Jlcid-s~ 
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-.!!!Jft., l!!!!'V' BRILEY, th~-~!'! highly respected in the shotgunning 
~L.- .. F-- r • industry, now brings that name and reputation to the 
PISTOl 01v1s10N discerning pistol shooter. 

All manner of pistol/revolver work is available; from minor action tuning to fully 
equipped custom competition pistols. Titanium compensators, match-_grade barrels 
(9mm, 10mm, 38 super, 40 S&W, & .45ACP) and the exclusive BRILEY Spheri
cal Bushing. 

For complete information and prices call BRILEY Pistol Division at 
1-800-331-5718 (outside of Texas) or (713) 932-6995. 

BRil.EY Pistol Division 1085 Gessner, "B" Houston, TX 77055 

ADD SPEED 
& ACCURACY 

Pivoting Trigger for Thumb Shield for 
1911 style auto. 1911 style auto. 

Gunsmith installation Gunsmith installation 
required- $125.00 required- $29.95 

CUSTOM PISTOLSMITHING ~;::~,:: ;::::~,:::: 
2403 21st Avenue S.E. 

Ruskin, FL 33570 

(813) 645-3828 

NEW CHRONOGRAPHS 

FREE 
CATALOG 

Model 35P 

features you want . .. 
• BUILT-IN PRINTER 
• REPLAY AND EDIT 
• LARGE SKYSCREENS 
• LARGE DISPLAY 

reliability you expect ... 
• GLINT PROOF'" SKYSCREENS 
• EXCLUSIVE PROOF CHANNEL 
• CHOSEN BY THE PROFESSIONALS 

FOR OVER TWENTY YEARS 

low prices!!! 
• Systems priced at $1 55. $195, and $345 

OEHLER RESEARCH, INC. 
P.O. Box 9135 • AUSTIN, TX. 78766 

Phone 800/531-5125 or 512/327-6900 

WORLD SHOOT 
Continued from page 59 

followed by Vice President Egil Smestad 
of Norway. 

For two hours IPSC did not exist. 
Then on a shaky compromise Denis 

accepted reinstatement and the various 
issues were resolved enough to let things 
cripple by until the next world assembly 
at Johannesburg in the fall of 1991. 

Uncertain Rule Changes 
Uncertainty is the legacy of the Ade

laide World Assembly. The official min
utes are incomplete and unclear. Informa
tion mailed by J. P. Denis indicate shoot
ers can expect the following. 

A motion passed that after January, 
1993, major caliber is only acceptable in 
.40 caliber and above. 

A new three-level power factor and 
associated target scoring system is accept
ed in principle. Five regions- Belgium, 
Ecuador, France, New Zealand and Swe
den- volunteered to field test and report. 

Critical details of the three power lev
els and target zone scoring will await the 
decision of future world assemblies but 
the following is Denis' best estimate 
based on his knowledge of the mood of 
the various regional directors. 

Minor Caliber- power factor 120 
Medium Caliber- power factor 150 
Major Caliber- power factor 180 

Target Zone Scoring A 
Minor 5 
Medium 5 
Major 5 

B C D 
2 2 I 
3 3 2 
4 4 3 

Ted Carder of Montrose, Colo., an 
astute observer of action shooting, is 
blessed with that rare gift, common sense. 
He and his wife Dee may be the most 
avid if not the only true spectators in the 
entire sport. Arguably they had the best 
time in Australia of anyone. Ted suggest
ed that the world assembly should be not 
be held before the match. Held after, its 
arguments would not set the mood for the 
match as it now does. 

The miracle is that the international 
game exists. All shooters benefit from 
goodwill engendered. That shooters of 
divergent language and culture and subject 
to binding and often conflicting laws of 
their countries have such dedica- ..... 
tion is testimony to its worth. ~ 
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MY GUNS 
Continued from page 34 

grooves slightly shallower than the origi
nal. By careful filing, one can remove the 
shallow 20 line grooves and replace them 
with 30 without any noticeable difference 
in thickness. 

Another way around this problem is to 
produce what I call a "wedge" housing. 
This is an arched housing that I cut on a 
straight line, only on an angle away from 
the bottom of the frame, thus producing a 
wedge effect. This results in a cross 
between a flat housing and an arched one. 
It also removes the 20 line grooves. 

If my elbow is not worn out yet, now 
is the time to cut diamonds in the trigger 
guard. This is the smallest area of check
ering to do, but this only makes the area 
that much more important. It is also a 
blind area, so work here is extremely dif
ficult. This is an area of great variance 
among individual guns, so there is always 
a bit of difference between jobs. The goal 
is to make them all look exactly alike. 

Squaring trigger guards has never 
been my favorite thing to do. I have 
always preferred to remove the radius at 
the junction of the trigger guard and 
frame, thus raising the finger even more 
to fight recoil. There was a time past 
when the squaring would prevent the 
gun's fully seating in a holster. Nowa
days, most all competition holsters will 
accept just about any trigger guard 
design. 

Fitting The Custom Parts 
Now that much of the hard machining 

and checkering work has been completed, 
I will begin the installation of the custom 
parts starting with the Videki trigger. I 
have long preferred his design because of 
the ever consistent quality. Every one is 
exactly like the last. 

All frames from all manufacturers vary 
in the trigger slot area because it is 
broached and close tolerances are very 
hard to hold with this type of machining. 
Videki furnishes a slightly oversized trig
ger than can be worked down gently until 
the fit is just the way John Browning 
intended. These ational Match triggers 
come with an adjustable overtravel stop 
screw, required for light trigger pulls. More 
on that later as we set the trigger pull. 

With the Videki trigger in place, the 
next logical part is the High-Sweep 
beavertail. Fitting is now a simple matter 
because most of the metal has already 
been removed on the mill. I use a jig of 
my own design to do the final fitting. 
Once the part is functional on the gun, a 
.75" sanding drum installed on an air 
grinder is used to grind a close match 
between the frame and grip safety. 

This is another area that all guns, no 
matter what the brand name, seem to vary 
considerably. If you are fitting my Brown 

The choice of ~ 
Champions.c. ~ 

Route 3 • P.O. Box S78-A • Berryville, AR 71616 

SEND $2.00 FOR 

NEW 1991 CATALOG 
REFUNDABLE WITH PURCHASE 

Ajax Grips are available for most makes 
and models of handguns. 

Dealer Inquiries Invited. 

AJAX CUSTOM GRIPS, INC. 
11311 STEMMONS FREEWAY, SUITE 5 

DALLAS, TEXAS 75229 

(214) 241-6302 
FOR ORDERS ONLY CALL OUR 

TOLL FREE NUMBER 
1-800-527-7537 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER •MAY/JUNE 1991 97 



98 

B.A.T. 
ALL-STAR LINE-UP 
AMERICA'S NUMBER 

ONE CHOICE 
FOR 1911 STYLE 

AUTO RECOIL 
COMPENSATOR$ 

Ultra-Comp Bushing Campen-F 
sator 45 acp/10 mm/38/9mm R 

$6995: 
Ultra-Comp I Compensator Kit 

- =====-"' bov't 45 acp (no front sight) S 
$189.95 H 

I 
p 
p 
I 
N 
G 

Ultra-Comp I Compensator Kit 
Gov't 45 acp 

$189. 95 
Ultra-Comp Ill Compensator Kit 
Gov'! 45 acp, 10 mm 

NEW! 
$299 95 w 

•a----..- Turbo-Triport Comp. Kit Gov'! 
or Commander 45 acp 

NEW! 
$299 95 

Pro-Series V Compensator Kit 
Gov't 45 acp 

s425.oo 

0 
R 
L 
D 
w 
I 
D 
E 

Kits available 11 10 mm and 38 super Al compensator lats include match grade 
stamle~ steel barrel, match barrel bushing, nylon bushing wrench, loctJte ~nd 
mstructI00s. We recommend that these products be mstatled by a Quahfied 
00

$EhND $2.00 FOR COMPLETE CATALOG 
See your firearms retailer or call us directly 

Dealers inquiries welcome. 
BETTER P.O. BOX 55-8266 

ACCURACY MIAMI, FL 33255-8266 
TECHNOLOGIES (305) 688-0262 

Fax: (305) 553-9281 

Waller Bags and Cases, created for 
shooters, are made in the USA and 
considered the finest available. Featuring 
child resistant integral, keyed safety lock; 
internal 2-ply, aluminized heat/fire 
shield. If displeased with any Waller 
product, it will be replaced or your 
purchase price refuncl_ed. 

Wyoming 
Combination 
HolsterrM 

-All-day comfort 
-Easy change 

, -Easy on/off 

Available only from: 

-Extra ammo 
pocket 
-Worn over 
jacket or shirt 

1\jng[e-f-Cu-s-to_m_L-ea-t-he_r_C_o_.--t 

Box 206 • Cody, WY 82414 
Phone: 307-645-3255 or 307-587-6093 

Send for our free brochure! 

WALLER 
NORWALK•CONNECTICUT•USA 

Waller Soft Safe 
Colors: Black, Grey, Navy, Red 

Sizes: 9"H x 12"W and 
9"H x 18"W. 

s41.oo 
s4g_oo 

® 

Amex, Visa & MC accepted. Send S2.00 for catalogue. 
Call Toll Free 1-800-874-BAGS or (203) 838-4083. 

W ·WALLER· & ·SON· IN·C 
142 New Canaan Ave • Norwalk, Connecticut 06850 

beavertail yourself, keep in mind you 
should remove hardly any metal from the 
part itself. Most of the metal removal 
should be done on the frame of the gun, 
not the beavertail. The Brown beavertail 
is made to minimum thickness and if any 
exten ive grinding is done on it, you will 
be looking at a neat litlle hole in the back 
of your gun. 

With the beavertail properly installed, 
the ambi safety can be fitted in the gun. 
This is more of a check than anything 
else. Later, after the trigger job is done, 
final fitting will be done on the safety to 
make sure it blocks the sear. 

While I am working around this area, 
it is a good time to take the hammer and 
sear pins to the surface grinder to flatten 
out the ball nose that the factory provides. 
My ambi safety fits on the gun exactly 
like Armand Swenson's, the originator of 
the design. This means that the additional 
side has a foot which is captured under
neath the grip panel. This additional side 
or foot wi II interfere with the smooth 
function if it has to ride over two ball 
nose pins. They should be flattened out to 
flush or slightly below the frame. 

By now we should have had enough 
of working on the frame to last for a 
week or so. Let's move on to the slide. 

Slip Sliding Away 
I have already inspected the slide so I 

know it will be a good one. One thing to 
remember, this is a heat-treated part, so it 
must be given respect so as not to damage 
the hardness. Although I have a heli-arc 
welder, I prefer not to use it on a heat
treated slide. (The frames are another 
matter, as they are much softer and can 
withstand much thermal shock.) 

I have seen slides change considerably 
in their fit on frames with subsequent 
machining on them. I prefer to do all 
heavy machining first and fit them later 
to the frames. This gives me a much bet
ter fit which will not be changing during 
the process. 

First, the original front sight is 
removed and discarded. Then I machine a 
flat about .400" wide on top of the slide. 
This gets metal out of the way so I can 
machine grooves on top later and allows 
me to cut a .125" slot over the original 
front sight slot. 

As I said earlier, I hate to weld on a heat 
treated part. I much prefer to silver solder a 
piece of tool steel into a slot to cover the 
original cut much like a front sight, only 
machined flush. When properly done, it is 
nearly invisible to the naked eye. 

The installation of a Bo-Mar BMCS 
rear sight is as basic to the combat gun as 
the checkering of the forestrap. Still, there 
are good jobs, bad jobs, and the very best. I 
believe, the very best looking job has the 
Bo-Mar buried deep enough to work with a 
.190" tall front sight and metal left beside 
each side of the movable leaf. I have put 
them on this way for two years now and 
like the appearance more than ever. 
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For several years, I machined the slide 
clear across for the Bo Mar's leaf, this 
being the easiest way to do it. The justifi
cation being that the area was easier to 
clean and would not catch dirt or interfere 
with the operation of the sight. Still, cus
tomer demand for the more difficult and 
cosmetically appealing installation won 
out and now I am a complete convert. 

It really makes no practical difference 
if the sight leaf sides have been hidden or 
not. The most important thing is that the 
sight be installed in the exact center of 
the slide. This must be done with a dial 
indicator. The Bo-Mar requires a hole 
drilled and tapped into the slide for the 
elevation screw. This hole must be locat
ed perfectly because the function of the 
sight depends on it. 

Totally Useless Touches 
If one had to point to a useless option 

on a competition gun, he could well men
tion serration of the slide rear. I suppose 
its purpose is to eliminate glare from the 
rear of the slide, but any such glare has 
been little used in the past as an excuse 
for misses. 

On the other hand, the serrations do 
match the ones furnished on the Bo Mar 
rear sight, they do look really neat, and 
they certainly can't hurt anything. Besides 
that, the customer expects it to be done. 

Our '91 Complete Haackmi 
........ A«ISOl'/ catalog Is available 

for $3.00 (refundable) or ask 
for one FRBE with yow: mler 

OllDBB DBSg 
1-800-9SS-48S6 

The choice of fiieiiiil 
Champions. SM ~ 

My favorite is 50 lines per inch, but 40 
looks good too. Thirty looks like Missouri 
com rows and 20 is out of the question. Route J • P.O. Box S78-A • Berryville, AR 71616 

While we are on the subject, I never 
like to serrate the extractor. Most of them 
move slightly and the lines never perfect
ly match. Besides that, the extractor is a 
replaceable part and any future replace
ment will not have any grooves or any 
convenient way to do them. 

Slide To Frame Fit 
Moving on with more slide work, now 

is the time to open the ejection port on 
the Series 70 guns. For years I have made 
them look exactly like the Gold Cup port 
right down to the relief cut on the rear. 
The newer pistols have the port larger 
than the earlier ones, but there is still 
room for improvement and the relief cut, 
or scallop. 

This little scallop prevents any denting 
of the brass and somewhat calms down 
the flight of the brass away from the gun. 
The inside edge of the port should have a 
good sized chamfer cut on it to eliminate 
any sharp edges that might slow down 
ejection. 

Now that most of the metal has been 
removed from the slide and all those 
nasty stresses have been relieved, I can 
go ahead and fit it up to the frame. My 
system on this job is the result of years of 
experience and has been proven to work 
time and again. 

Pistolsmiths vary widely on their phi
losophy on slide tightening and more than 
once I have been left with the impression 
that my listener thought that I was either 

BRASS 
CATCHER 
attaches to 
your hand ... 
not your gun 

on1y s249s ppd. 
USA 

Catch ejected casings from 
automatic handguns with the 
CATCH-ALL brass catcher. 
■ saves lime & money - eliminates 

searching for lost or scattered brass 
■ will not hinder shooting or obstruct 

sight picture 
■ catch ejected casings from 

automatic handguns {right handed) 

Rifle/Shotgun brass catcher 

$29.95 patent 
applied for 

Place your order today! 
1-800-824-6853 

In OR., (503) 686-9844 
Visa and MasterCard accepted 

No Risk 30-Day Moneyback Guarantee 

Catch-All Products 
P. 0. Box 2522, Eugene, OR 97402 

Made in U.S.A. 
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INTERNATIONAL SHOOTISTS INC. 

"LIFE WITHOUT FEAR" ~ 

'-•~ 

$10.95 
Soft Cover 

$16.95 
Hard Cover 

$24.95Hard. 
Autographed 
and Numbered 

World champion handgun shooters Mickey 
Fowler and Mike Dalton teach you how and 

when to shoot. Enhance your ability to 
survive. Areas covered: safety • marksmanship 

tactics • legal • women • technique • crime 
guns and equipment. ammunition .150 photos. 

till DRY-FIRE KITS flfill 
PRACTICE AT HOME 

IMPROVE YOUR SKILLS-$3.95 
Add $2.00 per book or $1.00 per kit. Money order, 

Visa and MasterCard shipped immediately. 
Personal checks allow 3 weeks for delivery. 

CA residents add 6½% sales tax. 

CLASSES FORMING 
Courses in both self-defense or competition are 

available. These international experts and Combat 
Masters will teach you to fire fast controlled shots, 

with the mental conditioning to obtain pin-point 
accuracy, and fulfill your personal goals' 

Send $2.00 for complete 12 page 
Brochure and Information Packet to: 

'"""'"'" -- ''"""" '"· 
DEPARTMENT A.H. 

P.O. BOX 5254 MISSION HILLS, CA 91345 
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~Lee~ 
FactoryCrimp Die 

E LEE CARBIDE FACTORY CRIMPER 
elps make ammunition with factory 

ike dependability. Every round passes 
through the carbide sizer after crimping to 
insure it will fit any standard chamber. Most 
rounds may not be sized, but you can be sure 
no oversize cartridge will ever get by to cause 
a malfunction. Handgun loads need a firm 
crimp for accuracy, dependable functioning 
and uniform velocity. 

GREATER SAFETY AND lCCURlCY. 
Slow burning powders must have a firm 
crimp for proper ignition. That's why you'll 
see load data for some powders with a 
caution to apply a firm crimp and not 
reduce the charge. Even full charges of some 
slow pistol powders can actually leave a 
bullet stuck in the barrel if the bullet is not 
firmly crimped in place. 

Extremely light recoil and low noise 
target loads are made more dependable 
with a heavy crimp. Light low density 
charges will be erratic if the bullet is not 
firmly crimped, because there is no powder 
quick enough for a low density load. There 
is simply too much empty space in the case. 
The Lee Factory Crimper will improve both 
your magnum loads and reduced charges. 

THE CRl"P IS CORRECT 
FOR THE CARTRIDGE. 

How CAN WE "AIE A CARBIDE SIIER 
FOR SO LITTLE? 

We have been grinding our own carbide 
sizing die inserts for almost ten years. If the 
carbide is ground as little as 50 millionths of 
an inch oversize, it can't pass our rigorous 

Revolver cartridges are crimped with a beau- inspection. The accumulation of these over- • 
tiful uniform roll crimp. The crimp is fully size inserts over the years provides expensive 
adjustable from a light to a really heavy carbide at no cost because we have already 
crimp that can embed the case mouth into a taken the loss. We can now simply regrind 
jacketedbulletwithoutacannelure. them to near maximum cartridge size for 

Automatic pistol calibers, that head- this post sizing operation. While the supply 
space on the cartridge mouth, 1ee earir-Factory ert- lasts, we want you to enjoy the 
are provided with a perfect savings. 
taper crimp. Regardless of how 
much crimp you apply, it will 
never make the case mouth 
too small to headspace against 
the chamber's end. 

TliE NICEST DIE 
YOU'LL EYER USE. 

The die is always screwed into 
contact with the shell holder. 
Crimp is adjusted not by moving the die in or 
out, but with the knurled adjusting screw. A 
floating crimp sleeve makes a uniform crimp 
even if cases are not trimmed. No lube is 
needed and the carbide die will never scratch 
your cases. It is impossible to buckle your 
cases with the Lee Carbide Factory Crimper. 
FACTORY CRIMP IS A TRADEMARK OF LEE PRECISION, INC. 

Lee carbide Factory Crimper 5 91 
For all popular handgun calibers ... ONLY 14 

9mm 119.98 

~~?~J~~G Very economical! The 38 will size 
and crimp the 38 Special, 357 
Magnum and the 357 Maximum. 
Other calibers are likewise 
combined. 

If you have a competition gun 
with an undersize chamber, we can make a 
special die to your dimensions. Just tell us 
the caliber and size you would like your 
finished cases-we will make a die to suit. 
Custom modified standard calibers ..................... $25.00 
Write for prices of non-standard calibers. 

Send $1 (or your new ZO-page 
Lee Catalog jammed full of 

reloading bar,ains! 

LEE PRECISION, INC. 
4275 HIGHWAY U HARTFORD WISCONSIN 53027 

a genius or plain crazy. 
My system goes something like this. I 

believe that the longest lasting and best 
functioning guns will come from two 
mating surfaces that are perfectly parallel. 
That is, the guide rails on both slide and 
frame have no high spots to rub off, thus 
loosening up the fit. If both the surfaces 
are absolutely parallel, any wear that 
takes place must occur along the entire 
length of those surfaces, thus insuring a 
longer lasting gun. 

How is this done? Another custom
made jig and a surface grinder. For those 
of you who didn't take machine shop in 
school, a surface grinder is a highly pre
cise toolroom piece of equipment. They 
usually have a magnetic table for holding 
the work, which reciprocates underneath 
a grinding wheel. Such machines will all 
hold at least .0005" tolerance and this is 
more than enough for our needs. 

The jig I mentioned holds the slide 
upside down by the grooves and the 
wheel is brought down alongside and 
slightly above the rail. As the wheel 
comes in contact with the slide, the metal 
is ground away with a smooth surface 
resulting. Since the slide is positioned by 
the rail grooves, a perfectly parallel lower 
slide is the result. 

The other side will be ground exactly 
like the first and the thickness will be 
measured. I add about .002" to this mea
surement and then choose a heat treated 
plate to slip into the frame grooves. 

Parts In Harmony 
Next comes a generous attitude adjust

ment with a smooth-faced hammer 
applied to the top of the frame. This 
expands the frame as well as reduces the 
groove width. 

Next, the frame sides are brought par
allel slightly under the slide groove 
width. Even with the calculated .002" 
total clearance, the slides will never go on 
the frames without pounding, shoving, 
pushing, lapping, and considerable appli
cation of good old elbow grease. 

The result is a smooth, absolutely par
allel slide-to-frame fit that will last 
through thousands and thousands of 
rounds. As you might have noticed, I 
never squeeze a slide in a vise. I consider 
it very risky to squeeze on a heat-treated 
part. It also would pull the rails out of 
parallel on the bottom surface. 

Some shooters come from the bullseye 
ranks and insist on a slide-to-frame fit 
with no perceptible movement. For this 
customer, I suggest we use Bob Krieger's 
patented method of "round pin" slide 
rails. I have tried his system on a few 
guns and can testify that it works well. 

Bob's system involves installing a 
hardened steel rod in each side of the 
frame for the newly machined slide to 
mate to. Bob also prefers all machining 
work to be done on the slide before 
installation of his system because he too 
knows of the stresses placed on the heat-
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treated slide when one starts machining 
on it. 

Bar-Sto Barrel 
Hopefully, when all this work has 

been completed, our friendly UPS driver 
has arrived with the new Bar-Sto barrel 
because this is the next step. This is 
another area where pistolsmiths disagree 
frequently, but I'll tell my story and let 
the metal chips fall where they may. 

Irv Stone is the chief-in-charge of Bar
Sto Precision, and I am proud to say we 
are longtime friends. One thing we agree 
perfectly on is barrel fit. My objective in 
barrel fit is to achieve both accuracy and 
function. You must have both, as one is 
no good without the other in a competi
tion gun. 

It has always been a great advantage 
to me to have a tremendous amount of 
high precision machinery on hand. Barrel 
fitting is one area where I use this 
machinery to its fullest. 

The barrel locking lugs will be cut to 
the exact dimension to make the link 
work as John Browning intended it. In 
my shop this requires a cross-slide rotary 
table mounted on a vertical mill. 

............... ,,.,, 

... Slalnlela Hammer ................• ,...,, 
Place your order TOLL 
FREI! today! 

OIDD DISI'. 
1-I00-9SS-41S6 

The choice of ~ 
Champions. VISA ,,.. 

Close examination of the locking lug 
area reveals that the contour has two 
curves and two flats. It is the location and 
size of the radii of this contour that deter
mines the proper function of the gun. Too 
tight, and the gun will unlock slowly, too 
loose and the accuracy suffers. 

Route 3 • P.O. Box S78-A • Berryville, AR 71616 

If the radius is out of location, there 
could be a problem that I call "barrel 
bump." This is where the barrel hits the 
slide stop post, instead of smoothly slid
ing over it, while the gun is feeding. 

This causes an occasional malfunction 
that will stump the most experienced gun
smith unless he knows exactly how the 
lugs should be cut. 

A properly fitted link on the 1911 pis
tol can be checked by holding the slide 
and barrel assembly, upside down and 
inserting the slide stop through the link. 
Apply pressure to the rear of the slide, 
directly on each end of the slide stop 
post, without touching the link. You 
should now have a slight movement of 
the link from front to rear and side to 
side. If there is any binding at this point, I 
can guarantee the gun will malfunction 
eventually. The barrel must lock up tight
ly on the slide stop post, with the link 
being slightly free. 

The top of the barrel should be fitted 
into the slide so that they fit solidly in the 
intended grooves. It is not necessary, or 
particularly desirable, to fit the hood 
tightly. Barrel centering will be taken 
care of it by a close fit in the top locking 
lug area. 

This hand-fitting is a slow process 
requiring much assembly, and disassem
bly. A fresh swipe of spotting ink in the 
barrel grooves each time the barrel is 
checked shows the high areas that must 
be removed by careful filing. One must 

Made in U.S.A. 

®1~ 
~~ 
Action Filled~ 
Targets for 
the Serious 
Shooter or 
the Plinker! 

9200 Floral Ave. 
. Cincinnati, Ohio 45242 

(513) 791-0917 
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When you care to carry 
CARRY THE BEST 

A fashion-design 
holsterbag from 
GML Products. 
Created from fine top
grain leather and a dur
able matching liner, our 
designer handbag offers 
the ultimate in protection. 
A hidden velcro-sealed 
compartment with holster 
conceals )OOT handgun, up 
to a 4 • barrel, holstered 
and ready for easy access 
in emergencies. The strap 
is inner-lined with hidden 
steel mesh to deter the cut
ting or straight-rawring 
of the strap by a purse
snatcher. Handbag size is 
a comfortable 121/z. x II" 
and is available in black, 
gray, taupe, brown, navy, 
burgundy and bone white 
(seasonal~ One leather hoJ. 
ster included in each bag. 
(Check your local con• 
cealment laws.) 

$114?~:~.95 
1-800-345-BAGS g~~fRS 

205-979-GUNS INQUIRIES 
VISA and MasterCard welcome. $£00 shipping and handling 

GML Products 
394 Laredo Drive 

Birmingham, AL 35226 
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JIM HOAG 
CUSTOM PISTOLSMITH 
8523 CANOGA AVE. UNITC 
CANOGA PARK, CA 91304 

(818) 998-1510 

Behlert Precision Presents 
The Colt hammer-sear set Is the most revolutionary Idea to be In

corporated In a colt style semi auto to date. It absolutely drops In at 
about 3# crisp, no fitting. For best results use a Colt sear spring 
Wolff 19# mainspring Incl. $95.00 

The Browning hammer-sear set Is made using the same unique 
design and drops In at 4 to 4 ½#crisp. $95.00 

The Ruger drop-In set for the Mk I and II gives a crisp 2'/•# pull. 

$75.00 

Comp Blank 
This Is the same comp used on all of our top Behlert's thumbguar as seen on t e cover of 

quality pistols. Made from 4140 steel and with our 1990 catalog. The thumbguard Is machined 
a "l .. -40 thread. Expansion chamber Is ¼ • from aircraft aluminum and will be available In 
dla. Comp Blank $98.00 a variety of colors. Retail $39.95 

6" Custom Guider Rod 20.00 Left Hand 34.95 
Special Spring Plug 22.50 PARA-ORD thumbguard 34.95 

Practical Tools, Inc. 
Div. of Behlert Precision 

R.D. 2, Box 63 • Pipersville, PA 18947 • Order Desk 1·800·4BEST38 
Send FFL for Dealer-Dist. Prices 

- -

24-page Fu/I Illustrated Color Catalogue - $2.50 
$4.00 postage & handling per order 

THE MAN WHO THOUGH 
COULDN'T AFFORD TH 
1"11 send them to you from Tampa, the fine cigar 
capital of the world. Sample the cigars 1n 
my new Sterling Sampler and enjoy a 
wonderful new smoking sensation. I'll 
include a generous sampling of vintage
leaf, long-filler and cut-filler cigars, all 
pertectly blended for mildness and flavor. 

These superb smokes are made with expertly S'l-1!.~\..t),;c 

~~~i~~~~~~~s~~~~~~~~~;i;:Jr~;~;;i~~rto\hiuba S,\k!~lt 
They're mild, flavortul and extremely sat1sfy1ng to the cigar smoker who's 
looking for something new, something better, something exceptionally tasty. Experts 
can't tell them from Havanas. You won't be able to either, when you try them. Natural wrapper. 
If you're ready for a luxuriously en1oyable smoking experience, try them now. 

MY OFFER TO 
CIGAR LOVERS 

!THOMPSON CIGAR CO. Dept. eesil 
I'll send you postpaid a selec
tion of 42 factory-fresh 
cigars-vintage-lea! long-Iii I er 
and cut-filler smokes. II these 
cigars aren·t all you expected, 
return the unsmoked ones by 
United Parcel or Parcel Post 
within 30 days and I'll refund 
your money. No questions 
asked. Your delivered cost is 
only S10.90 lor 42 lactory
lresh. Cuban-seed-lea! cigars. 

CREDIT CARD USERS 
SPEED DELIVERY BY CALLING 

I 
5401 Hangar Ct., Box 30303, Tampa, FL 33630 I 

O.K., TOM! Ship me the Ste<1ing Sampler under yoor money-beck guarantee 
for only $10.90. 

I 

□ Check fo, $10.90 enclosed (Fla. residents add 6% sales tax) D Charge $10.90 to my D VISA 

1 
0 MasterCard O American Express O Diners Club PLEASE PRINT 

Credit Card No Exp Date 

name 

street 

=.J 
TOLL-FREE 1-800-237-2559 
IN FLORIDA, CALL: 1-800-282-0646 

state z,p 

OFFER GOOD IN US ONLY 

exercise caution not to move the barrel 
out of center by removal of too much 
metal on one side of the barrel. 

A slight tap on the rear of the slide 
with a dead blow composition hammer 
seats, or attempts to seat, the oversize bar
rel. As the barrel comes closer and closer 
to fitting, the ink spots grow larger and 
larger. Finally, the slide will seat the barrel 
fully with only firm thumb pressure. 

A lockup like this one will assure the 
maximum accuracy possible from the 
barrel and load, while functioning per
fectly with little care or cleaning. 

Notice that I do not depend on slide 
tightness for accuracy. My method locks 
the barrel tightly into the slide so that 
they become one unit before firing. 

Because the sights mount on the slide, 
and the barrel locks tightly into it, consis
tent accuracy is possible. The result is 
that the barrel acts like a wedge locking 
itself into the slide and causing the slide 
to position itself firmly on the frame just 
before firing. Upon firing, the top unit 
can travel backward up to .100" before 
unlocking can occur, at which point the 
entire assembly is fully free of any bind
ing or excess friction. 

To Bush Or Not To Bush? 
I have not mentioned the barrel bush

ing up to this point because I have used 
an oversize one to fit the back of the bar
rel. That is, oversize on the inside and 
undersize on the outside. By using a slop
py bushing for the initial fitting, I have 
eliminated another source of confusion. 

If this was to be a standard gun using a 
barrel bushing, one should now be fitted 
snugly into the slide and then carefully 
opened up to fit the muzzle of the new bar
rel. Now that the rear of the barrel has been 
final-fitted, it is easy to figure out that any 
binding has to be the new bushing. 

This particular gun is to be fitted with 
one of my heavy-barrel Maxi-Comps so 
there will never be a bushing fitted. We 
will go right on to fitting a barrel sleeve 
to bring the barrel diameter up to the 
slide's inside dimensions. 

This, too, is an area where gunsmiths 
differ considerably in their opinions. To 
bush or not to bush, that is the question. 

For many years I built the standard 
Maxi-Comp and it used a bushing. In 
1984 I introduced the Mini-Comp that, 
although much smaller, used a barrel 
sleeve. 

My good friend Eddy Ramirez wanted 
me to combine the two. That is, use the 
full-slide configuration of the Maxi
Comp and the barrel sleeve portion of the 
Mini-Comp. The resulting gun would be 
much heavier than the earlier version and 
was named the heavy-barrel Maxi-Comp. 

The new design had a few other 
advantages also. Now the end of the slide 
could be trimmed slightly to remove any 
factory polish "round off' and the result 
was a better fit between the compensator 
and slide. Cosmetic to be sure, but we are 
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past the stage where a shooter just wanted 
to go fast. He wanted to look good too. 

Heavier is better for most shooting, 
and heavier guns are in demand now, so I 
need to get this sleeve wrapped around 
the new barrel. After cutting and crown
ing on the lathe, the muzzle will be 
threaded 40 threads per inch and the 
sleeve trial-fitted in place. 

I have the sleeves made up slightly 
oversized on a CNC lathe to save me 
valuable time. Now the sleeve goes to the 
surface grinder to cylindrical grind it to a 
perfect fit with the inside of the slide. I 
usually grind them to a firm fit and then 
finish by hand-lapping for a perfect fit. 
This last procedure insures the internal 
roundness of the slide as well. 

Most of the time, the addition of the 
sleeve has tightened up the barrel fit 
slightly so there is a tiny bit of adjusting 
to do there. This time it is more of a 
finesse than hard fitting. 

Fitting The Maxi-Comp 
I usually finish-chamber the barrels 

about now and do any necessary throat
ing. This procedure will surprise some 
people who believe that a pistolsmith 
throats a barrel by trial and error. Actual
ly, most all pistolsmiths use gauges for 
throating, taking them right to the maxi
mum safe depth the first time, keeping all 
the angles perfectly aligned. 

The slide is next in lin,e for some more 
work and the next logical thing to do is 
trim off the end. This is the area I spoke 
of earlier where the factory usually gets a 
little excited with the polish and rounds 
off the muzzle end. This I will usually 
trim off when the slide is surface ground. 

The trick here is to get it cut off at the 
right angle. Angle, you say, what angle? 
It's the angle the barrel produces when it 
locks in the full up position and can be 
measured from the bottom of the slide 
rails. A match grade barrel, fitted the way 
I have described, is muzzle down about 
one degree to the slide rails when fully 
locked. 

To produce this angle, I place shim 
stock underneath the front of the slide 
rail, right behind the recoil spring plug 
while the slide is clamped upright in an 
angle plate. If the barrel was fully locked 
and in the slide, it would be absolutely 
perpendicular. 

Al I this work is beginning to look 
somewhat like a gun now, except it seems 
to need something on the end. It must be 
time to do the impossible-manufacture 
something that looks like it belongs there 
and always should have been there. 

To save me more valuable time, the 
Maxi-Comp blanks have also been made 
up in-house on a CNC, but oversized for 
precision hand-fitting. One of the blanks 
will be screwed onto the protruding 
sleeve, or muzzle, of the gun. 

There is one problem. It will not line up 
with an acceptable slide-to-comp gap 
because there is no way to control where the 

OurName 
Says It All! 

201 SBR powder is the answer for precision oriented shooters using 
cartridges such as the 6mm PPG, 22 PPG, 6mmBR, and similar rounds. 2015BR is a single 

base, small-grained, extruded powder developed specifically for "bench rest" cartridges. It meters well through: 
powder measures, is clean burning, and will set new match records in the near future. . . 

This powder has a wide range of applications from the miniature 22 Hornet to the mighty 458 Winchester 
Magnum. We predict that 2015BR will help shooters ~~ 
achieve greater levels of performance in all applica-
ble disciplines. Available in 1 lb., 4 lb. and 8 lb. sizes. alll'Ji Accurate Arms 

Loading data is available in our new 5th Edition ~ ... □ Company. Inc 
loading booklet. Write for a FREE COPY. I "'11111 9 • 
©1991 ® Box AH3, McEwen, Tennessee 37101 

For Remington 1100/11-87/870 

EASY LOADER CARRIER RELEASE 
Button for easier operation. Requires fitting ..... $27.95 

REMINGTON STYLE 
MAGAZINE TUBE EXTENSION 
Comes wnh spring & barrel clamp. 8 Shot $29.00 ............ 9 Shot $37.00 .. . . . 10 Shot $40.00 

STEEL SHELL FOLLOWER (replaces plastic) 12 ga. only .......................... . . . . $5.00 

BIG HEAD SAFETY -Rt. Hand or Lft. Hand Conversion .. . .... . $9.00 

FLEX IT AB KIT -Model 870. Eliminates action jamming by round stuck between closed bolt & 
carrier. Specify chrome or black . . .......... $30.00 

TRIGGER PIN PUSHER -Handy tool for removing/installing trigger pins in receiver ...... . $10.95 

SUPER CHOKE TUBE CLEANER (Rig #88) 4 oz. jar ........................... . . . . $5.95 

Full Selection of REM-CHOKE CHOKE TUBES 

~ ..... __ _.:;R;:e:::;m~ington Parts Distributor 

~~ f'q, :~ · To order send Money Order or Cashie(s Check. Master ~w •v CardNisa and COD order welcomed. Add $3.50 for UPS. 

RIFLE SHOP Many more products and services available. Send $3.00 
(Refundable)for our illustrated catalog. 

Jon Tank, Owner• P.O. Box 474 • Fremont, NE 68025 • Ph: (402) 727-1317 - FAX: 24 HR. 
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PRACTICAL PISTOL 
SERVICES 

High Quality-Reasonable Prices 

• Full Service Colt Auto Gunsmithing 

• Two Stage Compensator 
Systems Since 1985 

• M.B.T.S. Compensator Kits 
& Well Widget Mag Wells' 

• AR-15 Match Rifles & Modifications 

• M1A Trigger & Accuracy 
Work 

241 Washington Street 
Methuen, MA 01844 

508/688-4926 
Send S A. S. E. for pr,ce /1st 

'Dealer Inquiries Invited 

357/44 B & D 
CONVERSIONS 

S&W 27-28 -- Ruger 357-9mm 
TC Contender -- Ruger Red Hawk 

CUSTOM HANDGUN & RIFLE WORK 
BAIN & DAVIS 

307 E. Valley Blvd., San Gabriel, CA 91776 
(818) 573-4241 or(213) 283-7449 

(closed Sun. & Mon.) 

SECURITY PRODUCTS 
LARGEST SELECTION! BEST PRICE! 

CHOOSE A WINNER 

When ordering 
by mail: 
Specify waist 
size, gun 
make, bbl. 
length & caliber. 
Texas residents 
add Sales Tax. 

ade, hand 
crafted, fully lined, 

24 bullet loops. 
Prompt shipment-

Up to 6½ b6I. length 
• $129.95. 1'h bbl. 
length • $134.95. 

Add $4.00 shipping 
& handling. 

Dealers please inquire. 
Send $3.00 for catalog. 

AMERICAN SALES & MFG. 
BOX 677 AH LAREDO TX 78042 

FAX: (512) 725-0672 

TYLER'S "T" GRIP 
BETTER SHOOTING 
with this improved 
cast Aluminum Grip 
ADAPTOR. For Colt, 
S & W and Ruger D.A. 
Revolvers. DURABLE, PRAC
TICAL-EASY TO INSTALL. 
THREE ATTRACTIVE FINISH COLORS. 
POLISHED or BLACK $7.50 GOLDS8.00 

TYLER'S TRIGGER SHOE 
Durable light weight cost aluminum for Colts, S & W 
Ruger and other modern pistols, rifles and shotguns. 
POLISHED or BLACK $6.00; GOLD FINISH $6.SO 
AT YOUR FAVORITE DEALER OR ORDER DIRECT. Send 
make & model of gun. COD"s Accepted. Add $1.50 
for Shipping Charges. Fu11y Guaranteed. Genuine 
Stag-Wood & Synthetic Gun Grips & Accessories. 
Hand•mad• Leather Holsten & Belts. 

New! IVOREX® GUN GRIPS 
MELVIN TYLER MFG. AND DIST. 

1326 W. Britton Rd. • Oklahoma City, Okla. 73114 
Call toll free 800-654-8415 Outside Oklahoma 

Ad th I BO-MAR U.S.A. MADE I ~~~ I I 
Brands. I FOR AMERICANS I 

' Call us before you buy! I I 
1 
_
800

_
222

·SAFE I World's Finest Handgun Sights at affordable prices 1 
(1·S00·222_7233) I Sight Now Available For S&W 645 I 

A.G. ENGLISH, INC. I Route 12, Box 405 Longview, TX 75605 214-759-47841 
708 S. 12th St./Broken Arrow, OK 74012/(918) 251-3399 .Send Starrped Seff- addressed envelope for catalog 

--------------· 

threads on the comp or sleeve start or stop. 
What to do? The solution is simple, my 

dear Watson. The threads being 40 per 
inch means that for each revolution the 
comp turns, it moves .025". lf it lacks one
half revolution of screwing up tight, that 
figures out to .0125" plus the clearance 
needed between the slide and comp. This 
amount is surface ground off the back of 
the compensator blank for a perfect fit. 

Now the compensator muzzle will be 
bored out to suit the caliber. Of course, 
this cut must be centered perfectly on the 
new bore. Very close tolerances are a 
requirement for the best compensator 
function, but too close and the bullet 
could hit the end, destroying accuracy. 

Comp To Slide Fit 
It looks like the blank is ready to be 

attached permanently and we are fortu
nate nowadays to have lots of good epox
ies to choose from. I can well remember 
the early days when Locktite was the 
only game in town. It would hold for a 
few months to a few years, only to come 
loose at the worst possible time. 

Now there are many good two-part 
epoxy resins that possess unbelievable 
strength and will withstand heat as well. 
For some time now I have used the prac
tice of gluing the thing together while 
still in blank form and doing all final 
machining, finishing, and bluing. othing 
seems to hurt these high strength epoxies. 

There are no secrets to machining the 
compensator to match the slide. Just an 
awful lot of hard work. I do use several 
cutters that are close to matching the slide 
contours, but most of it is hand finishing 
the old fashioned way. 

Since I passed 40 years of age, I have 
had considerable trouble with my elbow. 
The doc says tennis elbow but I don't 
even know how to play. Most of my pis
tolsmith friends have similar problems. 
Richard Heinie has trouble with his 
shoulder, Steve Nastoff has elbow prob
lems more severe than mine. 

Most of it comes from hand checker
ing, but much of the stress comes from 
the hours and hours of hand-finishing 
steel with files and abrasives. 

Front Sight 
The last operation on the compensator 

is the installation of the front sight. I use 
my design that is installed by machining 
a .1875" groove down the exact center of 
the comp to a depth of .100". ow a 
.300" wide by 60° dovetail cutter will be 
used to finish the slot. 

These cutters are available from 
Brownell's Inc. and were requested by 
Jimmy Clark to install his own front 
sight. I chose the same specs to install my 
front sight to take advantage of the exist
ing inventory of cutters. 

The last machining operation will be 
to cut the grooves into the top of the 
slide. Judging from the number of calls I 
get from new pistolsmiths, this must be 
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considered a fairly difficult job. Really, 
it's not. 

I have a fixture that holds the slide, 
barrel and comp assembly on its side and 
I use a vertical mill. A standard 60° 
milling cutter is employed with the spac
ing of each groove held by moving the 
table up the required amount. I usually 
use 30 or 40 lpi so that a checkering file 
is available for clean up if necessary. 

Detailing 
Now it seems that the gun is nearly 

finished. Well, at least all the machining. 
But it seems that I spend an equal amount 
of time doing the machining as I do hand
finishing. ow the gun has to go through 
the stage that I call "detailing." 

I start out by glass bead finishing most 
all the surfaces except the slide sides. 
Then, under a strong light, a close inspec-
tion reveals all the little flaws. These 
must be gone over- polished, perfected, 
and glass bead finished all over again. 

Then there is the trigger pull. This is 

If the gun will not 
function four 

magazines perfectly, 
then it goes back to 
the bench for further 

adiustment. 

what I think is the hardest of all of the 
jobs I do. It is not unusual to spend over a 
full day per gun detailing, finishing and 
setting the trigger pull. Then the safeties 
must be fitted to operate with their new 
components and all systems checked out 
for function. 

Finally, the piece is ready for test fir
ing. It does look like a gun at this point, 
but a pretty ugly one. Only traces of blue 
are found here and there, some glass bead 
finish, some mirror polish, blue rear 
sight, white front one. But they do shoot, 
and sometimes they even work. 

If the gun will not function four maga
zines perfectly, then it goes back to the 
bench for further adjustment. Usually, it's 
the extractor too loose or tight, or the bar
rel is still a little snug. 

Once a pistol functions to my satisfac
tion, it is disassembled again for the last 
time. This time it is cleaned and glass 
bead finished another time. All except the 
sides of the slide. They will be hand pol
ished with 600 paper, then 800, then 1000 
grit for the final mirror finish. 

The engraving will be done in-house 
with an electric etcher artd custom made 
stencils. Only a light repolishing is neces
sary after engraving. 

The slides, sights and comp/barrel 
assemblies then go to the bluing tank; the 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER •MAY/JUNE 1991 

~lfl&1lt.. 63 =:1 ~ _ErfE, PHONE (216) 951-1854 

1585 E. 361 ST., UNIT M, WTLAKE, OHIO 44095 FAX (216) 951-7761 

BULLET STYLE HARO COPPER BULLET STYLE HARD COPPER 
CAST PLATED CAST PLATE[)_ 

~ $20.00 $33.50 - $28.00 $42.50 
(.250) (.357) 
25 cal. 50 gr. RN 38 cal. 180 gr. FP 

(.312) 
Elf.) $20.00 $33.50 

(.401) ~ $28.00 $42.50 

32 cal. 77 gr. RN 10mm 170 gr. SWC 

(.312) ErO $20.00 $33.50 
(.401) c= $30.00 $44.50 

32 cal. 95 gr. SWC 10mm 200 gr. SWC 

(.312) ~ $22.00 $36.50 
(.401) ~ $30.00 $44.50 

32 cal. 118 gr. FP 10mm 200 gr. TC 

(.355) tt, $20.00 $33.50 
(.410) ~ $33.00 $46.50 

380 cal. 95 gr. RN 41 cal. 210 gr. SWC 

(.308) ~ $22.00 $36.50 
(.410) 

~~-1 $33.00 $46.50 
t.~.u-.. ,,~.., 

30 cal. 120 gr. RN 41 cal. 225 gr. swc 

(.356) 
$24.00 $38.50 

(.429) cf!:j $33.00 $46.50 

9mm/38 147 gr. RN 44 cal. 215 gr. SWC 

(.355) ee> $22.00 $36.50 
(.429) r:::j $34.00 $47.50 

9mm 125 gr. RN 44 cal. 240 gr. SWC 

(.355) ~ $22.00 $36.50 
(.429) Erf:J $37.00 $50.50 

9mm 120 gr. TC 44 cal. 265 gr. swc 

(.357) ~ $23.00 $37.50 
(.452) [;t!l $29.00 $42.50 

38 cal. 141 gr. SWC 45 cal. 185 gr. SWC 

(.357) m $23.00 N/A 
(.452) ~ $29.00 $42.50 

38 cal. 141 gr. DEWC 45 cal. 200 gr. SWC 

(.357) m $23.00 N/A 
(.452) t!e) $32.00 $45.50 

38 Cjll. 141 gr. BBWC 45 cal. 230 gr. RN 

(.357) ~ $24.00 $38.50 
(.452) ~ $32.00 $45.50 

38 cal. 158 gr. SWC 45 cal. 230 gr. FP 

(.357) E!t) $24.00 $38.50 
(.452) ~ $36.00 $48.50 

38 cal. 158 gr. RN 45 cal. 255 gr. SWC 

*SWAGED BULLETS* 
148 Gr. 38 Cal. HBWC ..................................... $22.00 
TERMS: Check, Money Order, C.0.0. Cash Only. Freight Collect. 5% Discount on 

5-9M, 10% Discount on 10M. 15% on 25M or more. 
Bullets Are Lubed & Sized. Packed 500 per Box. All Prices are Per 1000. Send for Sample 
Pack of Bullets. $5.00 Prepaid. 

NO FFL REQUIRED 
FOR AMMUNITION OR COMPONENTS PURCHASER MUST BE 21, SEND PHOTO COPY OF 1.0. 
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DRAKE'S 
Steel Reactive Targets 

VERTICAL SPLIT POPPER - $165.00 

Drake's adds a new dimension to the ·Pepperv~ 
Popper"withthisdualtargetmodel. Knockdown . 
each side independently or deal with a ·shoot/no ( 
shoot" situation. Used by law enforcement : 

:,::::~;:;vs~~ble~ng~d)u=~;~ I 
in. high, 55 lbs. ships UPS. 

DRAKE'S SWINGER - $179.00 

Side-to-Side tilting double-target frame. 
Activated by pulling out included prop from firing 
tine, by a door or a falling "Pepper Popper". 
Counterweighted and mounted on two enciosed 
ball bearings for long swing time. Base 
removable without tools. Pockets mount your 
wood furring strips and two standard IPSC 
targets. 3 ft. high (bottom of target), 51 lbs., 
ships UPS. 

"PEPPER POPPER" - $99.00 

Classic target shape falls when hit. Compact 
base for portabiltty, tits in car trunk. Our own 
massive full-width hinge, easy angle adjustment 
at base, mild steel target. Comes in two sizes, 
ships UPS. Standard 42 in. high, 55 lbs, 
Mini Popper (Half size 21 in. Mgh, 18 lbs.)$51.00 

Popper made of harder T -1 steel for extended 
life. S111.00 

3-WAY FLOPPER-$85.00 

Hit the 8 in. round ?'ate to start targets moving. 
With two targets, one disappears and another 
POPS UP. Using one target in the rear position, 
target disappears. With one target front, target 
POPS UP, then disappears. Allows several 
variations on "shoot/no shoot.· Uses your wood 
furring strips and standard IPSC targets, speed 
adjusted by changing furring strip length. 3 ft. 
high (lop of round plate), 48 lbs., ships UPS 

Targets are designed for use with all lead pistol bullets only. 
Custom plate prices upon request. Send $2 for full-color brochure. 
For inquiries call us at (203)535-3915. All shipping charges coffect. 
CT residents add 7½:o/o sales tax. To order call us at 
1-800-HIT-TARGET or send name & full shipping address with 
check or money order to: 

DRAKE'S WELOINQ SERVICE, INC. 
P.O. BOX I, s-....,, CT 08371 

PAGER HOLSTER 

I PRESS BUTTON, 
CASE FLIPS 

OPEN. 

FITS DAVIS DERRINGERS , PSP-25 AUTO 
BAUER. BROWNING 25 AUTOS 
FREEDOM ARMS .22LR. 1" BARREL 
N. AMERICAN ARMS 22LR. 11,," 

$19.95 plus $1.50 S&H. or two for $34.95 
SEER INC. 

P.O. Box 1194, League City, TX 77574 

Make Money at Home in Spare Time. 
No Previous Eiperience Needed. 

LEARN GUN 
REPAIR! 

Your love of guns and shooting can lead to an 
exciting opporturntyl Let leading Arms Experts 
train you for a career in gun repair. Federal 
Gun Law permits licensed trainees to sell 
arms, ammo without inventory. We show you 
how to save up to 25% and more on fine guns, 
accessories. gunsmith supplies! Start your 
own business; or prepare now to be a ~Gun 
Pro.~ Get free facts atx>ut Gun Repair and how 
we can train you to be a gunsmith. 
BECOME AN EXPERT' Leam:•GunRepair, 
Customizing, Accurizing • Modem & Black-Powder 
Ballistics• Reloading, Custom Ammo-Making 
• Stock Carving, Design, Checkering • Firearms 
Importing, plus much, much more! 

ACCREDITED BY THE NATIONAL 
HOME STUDY COUNCIL 

NS s.;"o;.;;~%~,;,~~-~:f.E-"~is5t-- - -
I ;:~: y~:~ ieaek -~~~8~r~~~:~~~ ~~~~ 1s~lesman will visit. I I 
I Name ___________ Age ___ l 
I Address ___________ ,Apt. t ____ l 
I City/Slate ____________ ,Zip ____ , 

l!,h".:,I _ - - - - - - - - - - - - ;;J 
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• Colt • Govt., Comm., Officers • 
co THE LEATHER ARSENAL m 

"' N 27549 Middleton Rd., Dept AH i N Middleton, Idaho 83644 
<D (208) 585-6212 ::: 

II) 
N SURPRISE SPECIAL CD N 

N 
in -n 
N 
N . 
0 New Glock New :D 
N C 
N 22, 23 S&W (C 

C, 4006 !!l 
in ,, 

co . U1 

(') 
Holster, Plain Tan - $3800 • N 

oll Magazine Pouch - $1500 en 
N 

Shipping $5°0 i N Massad Ayoob on 

~ Leather Arsenal products: CD 

"The custom gunleather produced 3 
,..: by Elmer McEvoy at Leather Arsenal 3 .... is second to none! - Massad Ayoob u," 
.:,t 

Phone Orders Welcome RO u 
0 C.O.D. Visa and MC Accepted "' a If you have any questions don't hesitate to ask U1 

Send $100 for brochure and order information 

• Taurus 92 & 99 • Browning HP • 

$8 10 PINS, SORTED & GOOD QUALITY 
(+ $7 frt. E. of Miss. @ frt. W. of Miss.) 

Volume discounts available 

Lauren & Lindsay 10 A Fallen Tree Ct. 
Baltimore, MD 21227 800-852-8736 

FREEDOM ARMS 454 CASUlL OWNERS 
We have an answer to your scope mount 
problems! Check out our new design. This 
scope mount is made for your Casull and 
will hold that scope without distortion. 

MAXI-MOUNT 
P.O. Box 291 Willoughby, OH 44094 

DA 38 DOUBLE ACTION DERRINGER™ 

SPECIFICATIONS 
NUMBER OF SHOTS: 
TYPE OF ACTION: 
WEIGHT: 
OVERALL LENGTH: 
BARREL LENGTH: 
HEIGHT: 
WIDTH: 
FINISH: 
GRIPS: 
SAFETY: 

CALIBERS 
.38 Special 
9mm Luger 

MADE IN USA 

2 
Double Action 
14.5oz 
4.85 inches 
3 inches 
3.3 inches 
1.1 inches 
SATIN STAINLESS 
Rosewood 
Hammerblock Thumb Safety 

American 
-Derrmger Carp-= 
127 N. LACY, DEPT DA-AH, WACO, TEXAS 7670S 

~1NIGHT SIGHT 
~GlLOW..::::_ PAINT™ 
~ ' NEVER MISS YOUR TARGET 
DUE TO LOW LIGHT CONDITIONS! 
• This luminous paint glows in the dark 
• Easy to apply on your sights 
• Our kit will do 30+ sights 
• For use on rifles, handguns & shotguns 
• A must for low light hunting& defe_nse 

Send check or Money Order for $11.95 plus $2.00 
shipping and handling to: J-GAR co., P.O. Box 153, 

Petersham, Mass. 01366-0153 

frame and all lower parts will be finished 
in electroless nickel. This is the finish I 
have preferred for many years and I know 
it well. Electroless nickel is four times 
thicker than hard chrome, has excellent 
lubricity qualities, and is slightly better on 
rust protection. I won't use anything else . 

Now at last the gun can be reassem
bled and test fired again. Assuming all 
functions well, the customer will soon 
receive a invoice for the final amount. He 
probably gets the invoice and says, 
"What gun?" because he forgot he ever 
ordered it. Hopefully, he does remember 
and still wants the gun. 

What To Expect 
Most of today's customers understand 

the time and effort that goes into a custom 
pistol and try to be patient. Believe me, 
they are worth the waiting time necessary. 

Total time spent per gun? Most people 
don't believe me when I say that I really 
don't know. A standard machine shop 
rate per hour would be close to a good 
pistolsmith 's time. The machinery and 
skills are very similar. Keeping track of 
time spent per gun would consume more 
time than it would be worth due to the 
variances in each piece. 

I spend whatever time it takes to get the 
effect I want and the customers seem to like 
it. The accessory business is doing well and 
the backlog of custom gun work is growing 
steadily. I also notice a lot of shooters 
ordering a second and even a third gun. 

My suggestions to a perspective cus
tom gun buyer would be to first get some 
experience shooting with a stock gun, and 
see what other shooters in your club are 
using. Then send for the catalogs of sever
al pistolsmiths to compare various offer
ings. By this time you should have an idea 
of what you desire in a custom gun. 

Don't forget to include the catalog 
price with your request. I think most pis
tolsmiths would give the catalog away 
free, but the postage cost really mounts up. 

After comparing the catalog price list 
and delivery estimates, you should be able 
to find something for your needs. Every
one I know offers "packages" to fit almost 
every budget. 

After placing your order, just sit back 
and wait for your custom creation to be 
made. There will be a day, sometime in 
the future, when your custom gun will be 
ready. 

And then you '11 understand how spe
cial it is to own something that ..... 
was handmade just for you. "' 

Readers interested in Ed Brown's guns 
will want to thumb through Ed's new cat
alog featuring the incomperable photog
raphy of American Handgunner's lchiro 
Nagata. It's worth the three bucks that Ed 
asks you to send (refundable on your 
subsequent order). Write to Ed at Rt. 2, 
Box 2922, Perry, MO 63462 and be sure 
and tell him that you enjoyed his very 
first article! 
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IPSC 
Continued from page 17 

enthusiastic handgun experimenter, the 
cost is easily repaid by the time and 
ammunition saved. 

For more information you can write 
Ransom International Corp., P.O. Box 
3845, Prescott, AZ 86302 or call (602) 
778-7899. 

When school starts this fall I want my 
"How I Spent My Summer Vacation" essay 
to start out "I went to IPSC matches all 
summer long." Here are some good ones: 

Colorado State Championships, July 
5-7, Montrose, Colo. Directed by master 
class shooter Paul Miller; expect good 
stage design, lots of shooting, and an 
excellent prize table. Match fee $95; 
phone Paul at (303)249-4227. 

Western States IPSC Champi
onship, July 17-20, Reno, Nev. Match 
Director Cal Eilrich indicates that the 
1991 match will feature more rounds, 
more action stages, and over $30,000 
worth of prizes. Match fee $125 if paid 
by June l; the 300 slots available are sure 
to go quickly. Phone Cal at (702)972-
9277 or Doug Crawford at (702)673-9113 
from 7-9 p.m. PST. 

Canadian IPSC Nationals, August 2-
5, Edmonton, Alberta. 17 stages, 230 
rounds, excellent course design, and a 
good prize table make this a match you 
shouldn't miss. The host club can provide 
the permits needed to bring your hand
guns into Canada, but give them plenty of 
time to handle the paperwork. Call Ted 
Pritchett at (403)273-2046 or 286-5523. 

Miller Invitational, August 15-18, 
Fulton, NY. The big news for 1991 is that 
there will be a practical revolver champi
onship at this match, organized by Baum
annize, Inc., makers of the clever 7-shot 
conversion for N-frame S&W .357's. 
They're talking about trophies and 
plaques down to 10th place and over 
$7,000 worth of prizes for wheelgunners 
(who are still eligible for the $40,000 
main prize table). Write Baumannize, 
Inc., Box 286, Bohemia, NY 11716-0286 
or call Jack Parisi at (516) 567-0001. 

IPSC Postal Match, If you want to 
shoot a major match but don't want to 
travel, check this issue for information on 
the American Handgunner International 
IPSC Postal Match. 

Safari Shoot:If you want a really 
exotric match, check out the Zimbabwe 
Safari Shoot, Oct. 3-17 in darkest Africa. 
Entry fees for three venues (Troutbeck, 
Bulawayo, Harare) including lodging, 
meals, transportation and sight-seeing is 
about $1,100. You'll be housed with local 
shooters. Look for about 25 stages and 
500+ rounds with, if you',re so inclined, 
the chance to take in a short hunting 
safari at the same time! Call Steve Her-
berth at (502) 896-3289 ...... 
for more details. '°' 

$AVINGS ON 1911 TYPE CO MPENSATORS 
BAT. ULTRA-COMP I 
COMPENSATOR KIT: 
• GoYl.45ACP 
• 511" Match Banel 
• Bushing Wrench & Loctite 

Our Priae! $189.95 

• BAT. ULTRA-COMP: 
• GoYI. 45 ACP /9 mm/38 Super 
• Length I 7/16" inches 
• \\oight 3 oz. 
• Mi...- fitting 

Our Priae! $69.95 

BAT. PRO SERIES COMP: Ou BAT. ULTRA-COMP III KIT: 1111111 

: ~~:::.ne, - a • GoYl.45ACP 
• 5¾" Match Banel 
• Full-Profile Compensator 
•Twinl'ortDesigJl 

• Full-Profile Compensator 
• Full length spring guide • 

Ou~..;:,~;'J Loctite .. 
• Full Length Spring Guide 
• Bushing Wrench & Loctite 

SEND FFL FOR DEALER PRICES. SEND $3.00 FOR 1990 CATALOG 
ORDERS ONLY INFO & Cl"STOMER SERVICE (305) 221-6381 

l"""°'cc« } -800-553-0844 ~ SHOOTER'S DEPOT 
~~ FRt.f. sHIPPI~ ,~ co~m1.~n.1 1 sA ~ P.O. BOX 3238 HIALEAH, FL 33013 

Set your sights on ... 
the ''TIGER'' 

H738-SH 
The "TIGER" is suede 
lined and has a metal 
reinforced belt loop to 
contour with the hip. 
Other features, such 
as the retention screw, 
open bottom, covered 
trigger guard, & metal 
formed sight tunnel 
makes this a very 
functional holster. 

For your copy of our catalog, send $2.00 to: 
DON HUME LEATHERGOODS, 
P.O. Box 351, Dept.AH, Miami, OK 74355. 

* * IMPROVE YOUR PERFORMANCE ... ** 
Shoot to win with the all new SPEED-TIMER! It's the smallest! 

TheSPEED-TIMERisanextremelycompactshotactivatedtimerwhichsetsnewstandardslorhighperfom,ance. Tested 
and approved by the International Range Officers Association (IROA), the SPEED TIMER is easy to operate with 'one
button' mode selection. 

4.5" X 2.75" X l" 

Press and hold the buttonforonesecond or longer and release to initiate record mode. 
Wait for the audible beep and begin shooting. Then simply read the elapsed time. 

To review shots 'in order' fired, just tap the button (less than one second) and cycle 
through all yourshols as many times as you like. Just tap lhe button I or the next shot. 

The display will automatically shut off when not in use for more than one minute but 
the SPEED-TIMER will not loose the shot times. Just tap the button to reactivate. 

TIMERSUNLIMITED,U.S.A. $119.95 
p .O. Box 55-8266 Marni, FL 33255~266 U.S.A. FREE SHIPPING WORLD WIDE 
Phone: (305) 688-0262 Fax: (305) 553-9281 
DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME. Send $2.00 for our complete catalog. 
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SHOOT A HANDGUN 
This book reveals 

the expert's way to 
use your handguns 
safely, effectively & 
within the law. It 
describes, with help
ful illustrations, the 
accepted techniques 
of shooting and 
shows you how to ONLY $8.95 
choose the best hand gun for your par
ticular needs. You'll learn: 
• How and where to shoot 
• How to care and clean your gun 
• Firearms responsibility 
• What ammunition to puchase 
Shoot a Handgun also includes a 
Glossary of Handgun Terms & more!! 

YES! Send me Copy(s) at $8.95 
plus $2.00 shipping & handling, California 
residents add 7% sales tax. 
Check/MO$ ___ □ Bill my VISA/MC 
VISA/MC No. ________ _ 
Exp. Date ____ Initial ____ _ 
Name Addres_s __________ _ 

City _____ State_ Zip __ 

Mail to: HANDGUNNER BOOKS #53-HG9105 
591 Camino de la Reina, #200 

San Diego, CA 92108 

FABULON® GEL-EZE™ 
GUN STOCK FINISH 

SPECIAL 

FABULON GEL-EZE has been 
used on rifles since WWI. Now, for the 
first time, this recognized name in wood 
finishes is available directly to you - in 
this special offer: 

BUY 2 CASES ... GET 1 FREE! 
It's a solid offer on a quality 

product that's sure to be a great sales
maker. 

FABULON GEL-EZE Coat Tung 
Oil combines the proven formulation of 
tung oil, a time-honored stock finishing 
technique, with a special gelled formu
lation and unique applicator - to provide 
first time users with an easy to control 
finish and professional results. 

To get more details on this offer, 
call our 

108 

TOLL FREE NUMBER 
1-800-64 7-2253 

Fabulon Products, P.O. Box 1505 
Buffalo, NY 14240 

TRI-CALIBER 
Continued from page 45 

7.65mm Browning. It has even had some 
military and police use in the past. With the 
recent introduction of some high-perfor
mance .32 loads by Winchester, Glaser and 
BuffaJo, many American handgunners are 
now discovering this fine little cartridge. 

It has lighter recoil than the .380, and 
it is inherently more accurate. Even so, 
it's likely that many American buyers 
may bypass the .32 unit, and just get the 
.22 LR kit. 

This consists of a slide, barrel, and 
magazine. The barrel uses the old "floating 
chamber" trick of the Colt Ace conversion, 
and this allows the employment of the 
same recoil spring as the .380 system. 

When they are first installed, many 

It has lighter recoil than 
the .380, and it is 
inherently more 

accurate. Even so, it's 
likely that many 

American buyers may 
bypass the .32 unit, and 

iust get the .22 LR kit. 

conversion units require minor adjust
ments before they function perfectly. On 
my sample P7K3, the .22 LR unit was put 
on the gun, and worked, from the start. 

For the cartridges it uses, the P7K3 
did not need the gas-locking system of its 
9mm big brothers. Instead, it has a "brake 
system" that cushions the final rear-ward 
impact of the slide during recoil. This is 
an oil-filled hydraulic unit, and according 
the instruction manual, it can be replaced 
after several thousand rounds, when its 
projecting plunger no longer protrudes 
the right amount. A step on the barrel 
wrench is used as a gauge. 

The P7K3 is just a little shorter than 
the 9mm P7 pistols and it is slightly flat
ter, but it has the same vertical measure
ment. The squeeze-cocking system works 
exactly the same. It also has the automat
ic internal firing pin block that is cleared 
only when the trigger is pulled for firing. 

Another feature it shares with the larg
er guns is the ambidextrous magazine 
catch, which is pushed downward for 
release. 

On the original .380/.32 slide of my 
sample gun, there is a fully-adjustable 
rear sight that seems to be made of a 
tough plastic material. 

The .22 LR slide has a more solid 

Ful loon clpl, $a.ff lot I Pl)d.. In 45 I """'- AJoo \I ,,_, clp, 
PMI .... wtlll SASE. Sco,I mtl. lot 11-1, lllni-14, llnl-30, I .22'L 

.. Full lloon en.. Extractor .. 
Buy clrect from the manuflcbnr. 

RANCH PRODUCTS 
P.O. IOX 145, IIALIITA, OH 43535 

fc.~\ B.A.T. COMPACT 
~ PRO-SHOOTERS RANGE BAG 
FEATURING THE LATEST FLUORESCENT COLORS 

,. 

AOOSA TOUCH OF CLASS TO YOUR 
EVERYDAY RANGE BAG. MANUFAC
TURED FROM TOUGH CORDURA 
MATERIAL FOR LONG LASTING PER
FORMANCE. THIS RANCE BAG Of. 
FERS TWO BAGS FOR THE PRICE OF 
ONE. ITS UNIQUE DESIGN INCLUDES 

11" x 9" x 6" AN OUTSIDE TRAVEL BAG WITH 
HEAVY DUTY ADJUSTABLE SHOULDER STRAP. THE INTERIOR POR· 
TION OF THE BAG CAN BE USED AS A SEPARATE STACE BAG. THE 
STACE BAG INCLUDES TWO LARGE PADDED POCKETS WITH 
HEAVY DUTY ZIPPERS FOR Si\FE CUN STORAGE. THE CENTER POR
TION IS LARGE ENOUGH TO STORE AMMO, BELT, HOLSTER, 
MAGAZINE POUCHES, MAGAZINES, ETC. ITS COMPACT DESIGN 
ELIMINATES THE USUAL STRUGGLE WnH OVERSIZED SHOOTERS 
BAGS. AVAILABLE IN: 

BETTER □ BLACK 

ACCURACY g :~~: :::~ ~~~~i~~l~:k~~ets 
TECHNOLOGIES, Corp See your firearms FREE 

P.O Box 55-8266 retailer or SHIPPING 
Miami. A. 33255-8266 Call Us directly. WORLDWIDE 
Phone: (305) 688-0262 Dealers Inquiries $ 

6 9 9 
S 

Fax: (305) 553-9281 welcome 
SEND '2.00 FOR CATALOG YOUR CHOICE ONLY 

@ COLT 45 f\Yc!Q 
4'> Grip Screw 

HING DRIVER 
// unsmiths 

//, ners 
F1 

bus 
~ and pr 
~ centers bit i 

Removes tightest 
bushing without tearing it up. 

$12.95 + $3.00 postage & handling 
Mich. residents + 4% sales tax 

BOB KRIEGER, INC. 
Master Gunsmith 

2271 Star Court, Rochester Hills. Ml 48309 
313 853-6171 
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rear sight that has a single top screw and 
only lateral adjustment. For the self
defense or police back-up use of the cen
terfires, I think the solid sight would be 
preferable. The sight system is a three
dot square-notch type, and luminous 
dots are an option. 

As with all floating-chamber designs, 
the chamber recess in the .22 barrel will 
eventually require removal of the accu
mulated residue. A special tool is provid
ed with the .22 unit for this, and the job is 
easily done. 

For accuracy, a .32 
will out-perform a 
.380, every time. 

And, the .32 is more 
pleasant to shoot. 

For removing the residue from the 
outside of the chamber, the barrel wrench 
has a scraping hook that performs this 
operation neatly. 

At the range, I tried the centerfires first, 
beginning with the original .380 barrel and 
magazine in place. The loads used were 
Remington FMJ, Winchester Silvertip HP, 
and a few rounds of Super-Ve) JHP. 

The Winchester and Remington loads 
were the most accurate, all grouping into 
the black of a standard pistol target at 25 
yards. The group sizes were three to four 
inches, and all were well-centered. The 
hollowpoint loads gave no problems. 

With the .32 barrel and magazine 
installed, and using Winchester Silvertip 
HP loads, I fired one group that measured 
21/2 inches horizontally, and only 1/i inch 
vertically. The shots were across the 10-
ri ng and X-ring, with one of the five 
rounds in the 9-ring. 

For accuracy, a .32 will out-perform a 
.380, every time. And, the .32 is more 
pleasant to shoot. 

As noted earlier, the .22 LR unit went 
on the gun easily, and worked perfectly. I 
tried it with RWS target loads, CCI 
Stingers, and Federal Hi-Speed and Spit
fire rounds. The others were all in the 
black, but there was some lateral dispersal. 

The front sight of the .22 LR unit has 
a vertical rear face, while the one on the 
.380/.32 slide has a slight slant. 

The trigger pull of my pistol is excel
lent: A clean-breaking four pounds, with 
a little take-up slack and about 1/16 of an 
inch over-travel. 

The left grip has a thumb-rest that is 
not too obtrusive, but I could do without it, 
and left-handers would find it annoying. 
Fortunately, a plain left grip is available. 

The squeeze-cocking lever was a little 
stiff at first, compared to the one on my 
well-broken-in P7, but it became a lot 

Firepower FP-10 is now setting lubrication standards. 
■ Yoo'II get pheoomenal stainleSs steel perl11111811C8 With 00 gallngl 
■ Yoo'II get outstanding rust anl corrosion protection. 
■ Yoo'H get a dramatic inCl'88Se In -.:tty. 
■ Yoo'II get IIIIPll'llleled cleating power. --~ 
■ Yoo'n get unelJlllled lead removal. '"r ... 

e1990MPC 

MasterCard and Visa accepted. All orders processed immediately and dealer inquiries are always invited. 

188 Freepon Road, Butler, PA 16001 MUSCLE PRODUCTS CORP. 
Toll Free HI00-227-7049 (U.S.)• Outside U.S. (412) 283-0567 • 

FAX (412) 283-8310 Manufacturers of High Tech Lubricants 

El(:()~llli~I, SI l()l>E) 
--JET CON,. 

THE MOST POWERFUL 
COMPENSATOR IN 

THE WORLD! 
OVER 75'l:. 

LESS CLIMB 
IN THE .45 ACPI 

• U.S. PATENT #4,545,285 

D.R. MIDDLEBROOKS - PISTOLSMITH 
RT 1 BOX 112-C, SURRY, VA. 23883 

TEL (8041357-0Ht 

STtAIN ESS 
EVERYTHINS ra, AlJAfB rJA#TEI/J A 111 SUN 

IBIAlll Ellllllf! 
I ROSSI ]fl 

ROSSI 
1&11 
■ Weighs only 30 ounces 
■ Fully recessed chambers 
■ Six-shot ■ Four-inch barrel 
■ Rust resistant stainless steel frame 
■ Double internal hammer blocks 
■ Fully adjustable square notch rear sight 
■ Ramp front sight with red high-light insert 
■ Checkered target hammer ■ Grooved target trig 

WRITE FOR OUR FREE 32-PAGE FULL COLOR CATALOG 

INTERARMS 
Number Ten Prince Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314 
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PISTOLSMITH 
I have 40 years experience repairing and building all types of sporting 
firearms. Complete facilities for the type of work that is required. 

Combat • Pin shooting • Target • Silhouette 
COLT FACTORY WARRANTEE SERVICE CENTER 

HIGH STANDARD SPECIALIST- ALL MODELS 
SMITH & WESSON REVOLVER IMPROVEMENTS 

A one man shop that cares, and a shooter who knows what the serious 
shooter wants. Satisfaction Assured. Price List $1.00. 

CAMPBELL H. IRWIN GUNSMITH 
Hartland Blvd., East Hartland, Conn. Tue.-Sat 9am-Spm (E.T.) 

Tel. (203) 653-3901 Zip 06027 Sun. & mon. closed 

The Chapman Academy of Practical Shooting offers 
the latest and best training in tactics and techniques 
for defensive, practical shooting. 

Training courses are available for handgun, shotgun 
and special weapons. Beginners, law enforcement 
personnel, military personnel and world-class 
competitive shooters have attended and benefited 
from Ray Chapman's expertise and personalized 
instruction. 

For information about the best training available write: , 0 Chapman Academy 
~ Hallsville, MO 65255 

(314) 696-5544 FAX (314) 696-2266 

Reloadingaccessories,machines 
WIN a Dillon reloading machine! 

Sign up now to receive 
THEBLVE PRESS, Dillon's 
shooting newspaper, and 
you'll be eligible* for a 

smoother after some use. 
When the magazine release is operated, 

the magazines are expelled smartly. As in 
the P7, the slide is held open by an internal 
catch after the last round. When a fresh 
magazine is inserted, squeezing the cock
ing lever releases the slide, leaving the 
P7K3 loaded, cocked, and ready to fire. 

Altogether, like everything else from 
Heckler & Koch, it's a beautifully-engi
neered mechanism. The two things I 
don't care for - the fully-adjustable rear 
sight and thumb-rest on the grip- are 
easily corrected by available options. 

For those who already have the P7, 
P7M8, or P7Ml3, the P7K3 will be a neat 
little counterpart gun. With the .22 LR 
unit installed, it allows a lot of low-cost 
practice, with exactly the same "feel" as 
the full nines. The pistol and its acces
sories are relatively expensive, but then, 
as I always say, ...._ 
quality costs. ~ 

Specifications 
Weight: 
Length: 
Height: 
Barrel length: 

28.17 oz 
6.40 inches 
5.00 inches 
3.86 inches 
5.56 inches Sight radius: 

Magazine Capacity: 8 rounds 
(all calibers) 

• • rec1s1on 
Products, Inc. 

7442 E. Butherus Dr. 
Scottsdale, AZ 85260 
1-80().421 • 7632 
602-948-8009 in Arizona 

monthly drawing to win 
a Dillon Square Deal B 
reloading machine -
complete with dies. No 
p~rchase necessary to 

Now at Dillon: Remington ,, Brass 

Drawings for the Squate Deal B will 
be held monthly. Winners may up
grade to a Rl 550 B or Rl 1050 for 
the price difference. 

wm. 
One entry per 
address. Al I those 
currently on Dillon's 
customer I isl or on 
The Blue Press 
mailing list are 
automatically 
eligible to win. 

THEBLVE PRESS 
Dillon Precision Prcxlucts, Inc. 

Ask us about 
Dillon"s 
SECURITY 
NOW 
purchase 
plan, a 
NO INTEREST 
way to get 
immediate 
protection for 
your guns and 
your wife's 
valuables in 
a Browning® ProSteel Safe. 

Controversial, but always informative. 
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Don't miss an issue of America's 
First and Best ~andgun magazine. 

AMERICAN 

HAN■UNNER 
Use the attached card or write to P.O. Box 16439, San 

Diego, CA 92116 to start your subscription today! 

Before you drive home with a handgun, 
"test drive" a few through the pages of 

American Handgunner. 
Every issue showcases the latest models and the 

latest modifications. You'll get test reports. Detailed 
comparisons. And dramatic full color photos that make 
you feel like you've actually handled the gun. 

American Handgunner can help you decide which 
is the right handgun for your needs. But it's also more. 
Much more. It includes regular columns on: 

• Competition shooting • Handloading 
• Handgun hunting • Pistolsmithing 

Plus you'll get shooting tips from the pros. New 
product information. And competition coverage at it's 
very best. 

So why not kick the grips, check under the hood, 
and "test drive" a few guns with America's most popular 
handgun magazine. American Handgunner. 



AUTO SEAR IV r:~"'{'.:® 
SHOOTERS EQUIPMENT COMPANY proudly presents 
the all new Auto Sear IV. This brand new device actually 
converts your MINI 14 Semi auto to FULL AUTO Fire 
instantly and legally, shootee 

Monitr Orde.-. $29 88 0ntyf OUl"'MlNT COMl"ANY 

Send ;,.oo and ,. pob. Sl7 A~ rlchland, SC 2 .. 75 
SASE for Brochure. phone: (903) 64·Shoot 

S79.95 THE ORIGINAL S49.95 
Value TS45 Special 
• Side Lever Cocking• Spring Piston Action• Adult Type• 177 
Cal. • 800 FPS • 300 Yard Range • Hardwood S1ock • Both 
Sights Adjustable • All Metal Parts Blued • Rifled Barrel. 

THE ULTIMATE IN 
CHINESE AIR RIFLES 

Manufactured from high quality materials 
Exquisite 
Workmanship. 
Excellent 
accuracy. 

• Excellent Target & Training Rifle. 
• Order now and receive 200 rounds of ammo FREE. 

60 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
Shipped in 24 hours 

Credit Cards & Phone Orders Call 
(502) 252- 7226 Mon.-Fri. 9-5 EST 

Add $5 5/H ea. KY, IN & OH res. add sales tax 

COMPASSECO, INC. 
P.O. Box 427-H, 801 Taylorsville Rd. 

Bloomfield, KY 40008 
Must be 18 to purchase. 

VIDEO 
REVIEW 

At The Beep featuring J. Michael Plax
co; two-volume set, VHS format; 2 I 12 
hours; $69.95 plus $4.05 shipping and 
handling. 

F
or the person who is serious about 
improving his shooting ability 
there is no better investment than 
competent instruction. One of the 

finest shooting coaches on the scene 
today is J. Michael Plaxco, winner of the 
World Speed Shooting Championship, the 
U.S. lPSC Nationals, the Soldier of For
tune match, and the Second Chance pin 
shooting championships. 

While nothing really replaces the atten
tion to your individual shooting problems 
of personal coaching, not everyone is 
ready to invest the time, travel, and tuition 
costs to attend the Plaxco Academy. 

Plaxco's 21/2 hour video, At The Beep, 
is the next best thing to being there. 
Filmed during an actual class at the Plax
co Academy near Roland, Ark., the video 
is in two parts. Volume T is the opening 
lecture in which Plaxco discusses guns, 
loads, holsters and related equipment, 
safety, and techniques. 

In Volume IT we go on the range with 

Plaxco and his students; we stand at Plax
co's elbow as he coaches each student on 
the basics of stance, grip, hold, sight 
alignment and trigger control, then moves 
into the draw, spccdloads, and different 
shooting position . 

There is a wealth of valuable infonna
tion here, whether your objective is practi
cal pistol competition or simply the ability 
to handle a pistol safely and competently. 

Be warned that Plaxco's goal with this 
tape was to educate, not entertain. If what 

I only wish this video 
had been available 

years ago when I first 
took up IPSC. 

you want in a shooting video is exploding 
watermelons or pretty girls in bikinis firing 
automatic weapons, better look elsewhere. 
This is a textbook, not a comic book. 

I only wish this video had been avail
able years ago when I first took up lPSC 
competition, wasting time and money try
ing to learn by trial and error. Study this 
video, learn from it, and spend your time 
and ammunition on the range practicing 
the right techniques instead of teaching 
yourself bad habits. 

Dave Anderson 

Mo~e Reloading. Less Work. 

112 

With Ponsness/Warren reloaders, the shell casing stays 
in its holder throughout the entire reloading process. 
All you do is slide the holder arm to each station for 
fast reloading. Our premium Metallic II design loads 
50 rifle or pis oun s per hour and comes with an 

.automatic primer feed to avoid contamination. Our 
semi-progressive Metal-Matic P-200 for pistol reloading 
averages 200 straight wall cartridges per hour, plus, 
holds two calibers at once. Both reloaders also accept 
all standard powder measures, shell holders and dies 
(not included). Order your choice today. 

Choose from these quality accessories, too: 
•Optional Die Heads-For additional caliber capacity. 
•Powder Measure Extension-Raises powder measure 
above surrounding dies. Fits standard measures. 

•CAL-DIE Bullet Seating Die-Speeds up the bullet 
seating by 25%. 

•Dust Cover-Protects your investment from dirt 
and moisture. 

cal ,.., a catalog, price sheet and RM1e of the dealer nearest you. 

-G) PONSNESS/WARREN 
P.O. Box 8 • South 763 Hwy 41 • Rathdrum, ID 83858 • (208) 687-2231 
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BUSINESS PARTNERS PALADIN 
PRESS The Best Pistol/ Ammunition 

Combinations for Personal Defense 
by Peter Alan Kasler 

( When buying an automatic pistol for personal defense, should you go with a high-capacity 9mm 
Parabellum or stick with the old warhorse, the .45 ACP? Or do you choose one of the relatively new 

medium-bore calibers: the 10mm, .41 AE or .40 S&W? If you're going to stake your life on your 
decision, you'd better get the facts. This book is a critical examination of the wounding capabilities of the 

auto pistols and ammunitions considered to be the top contenders as "manstoppers." Debunking dangerous 
myths that have been perpetuated over the years, tactical shooting authority Peter Kasler takes a hard look at 

the strong and weak points of 9mm, 10mm, .40-caliber and .45 ACP ammo, and compares major-caliber 
handguns from Colt, S&W, Glock, Beretta, SIG-Sauer, IMI and others. The result: a practical and realistic 

assessment of the best pistol/ammo combinations - which bullets work best in which guns to get the job done in a life-

BUSINESS 
PARTNERS 
The Bes, 
P,s101 Ammum11on 

Comb,nat,o;,, 
lor Personal 
Oelense -
~ 

or-death situation. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, hardcover, photos, illus., 200 pp. $22.95 

-Tht•--
lla,dul..t· Siltim·tir 

• BooJ..--

~ 
lh11111•111;11lt· ~il1•t11"l'I ... 

~L I 
~ 

Z· 
~ Super 
~ Systems 

THEHAYDUKE 
SILENCER BOOK 
Quick and Dirty 

Homemade Silencers 
by George Hayduke 

Learn how to make firearm silencers 
from common items found around the 
house. George Hayduke, the Master 
of Revenge, will show you how! Enter 
the world of muffled mayhem with 
these simple, effective and legal 
silencer designs. For information 
purposes only. 5 1 /2 x 8 112, 
sottcover, photos, illus., 80 pp. $10.00 

TO RIDE, SHOOT STRAIGHT 
AND SPEAK THE TRUTH 

by feff Cooper 
Combat mind-set, proper sighting, 
tactical residential architecture, 
nuclear war - these are some of the 
many subjects explored by Jeff 
Cooper in this illustrated anthology. 
The author discusses various arms, 
fighting skills and the importance of 
knowing how to defend oneself, and 
one's honor, in our rapidly changing 
world. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, hardcover, illus., 
384 pp. $26.00 

GET EVEN 
The Video of Dirty Tricks 

Finally on film, George Hayduke's 
greatest revenge tricks, showing you 
how to turn the tables on bullies, 
bureaucrats, big business and other 
bad guys. More than 100 uproarious, 
ingenious schemes make getting 
even easier, safer and more fun! 
Rated "A" for revenge, Get Even is 
tor entertainment purposes only. 
Color, 40 min., VHS only. $29.95 

MINI-14 SUPER SYSTEMS 
by Duncan Long 

If you want your Mini-14 to fit your 
body, needs and pocketbook, here's 
the fiuthoritative source on custom
izing this inexpensive, reliable rifle 
into an exotic super system. Find out 
how to boost your Mini-14's firepower 
(legally) so that it will not only 
generate a lot of double takes, but 
also deliver - at the range, in the field 
or in critical moments of self-defense. 
5 1/2 x 8 1/2, sottcover, photos, illus., 
200 pp. $16.95 

MANSTOPPERS 
Selecting the Right 

Double-Action Pistol 

• 

This video will help you select the right 
double-action auto pistol for your 
personal defense needs. Technical 
advisors Col. Rex Applegate, Wiley 
Clapp, Tom Campbell and Chuck 
Karwan contributed to the evaluations 
of the latest autos from Colt, S&W, 
Ruger, Glock, SIG•Sauer and others. 
From the right caliber to the right 
safety, this video covers it all. Color, 
approx. 60 min., VHS only. $59.95 

NEW ID 
How to Create a Complete 

• 

Newldentity 
If your life is taking a turn for the 
worse, it may be time for you Io start 
over with a clean slate. New ID shows 
you how to cover up past credit, 
employment, health, marital or legal 
problems and face the future with a 
new past. Find out how to use alter
nate IDs to travel overseas, end 

GET 
EVEN 

t::;::::J 

custody disputes, escape harassment 
and more. Color, approx. 35 min., 
VHS only. $34.95 

GET EVEN 
The Complete Book 

of Dirty Tricks 
by George Hayduke 

A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big 
business, government and enemies. 
These dirty tricks range from the 
simple to the elaborate, including 
more sophisticated schemes devised 
by CIA and Mafia members and 
political dirty tricksters. For enter
tainment only. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, hard• 
cover, 208 pp. $19.95 

COMBAT RIFLES OF 
THE 21st CENTURY 

Futuristic Firearms for 
Tomorrow's Battlefields 

by Duncan Long 
Today's assault rifles are soon to be 
made obsolete by a deadly new breed 
of combat firearm currently being 
produced for the U.S. armed forces. 
Here is an exclusive look at cutting
edge futuristic designs and exotic 
ammo from Colt, H&K, Steyr and 
others. 8 1/2 x 11, sottcover, photos, 
illus., 88 pp. $15.00 
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MODERN WEAPONS CACHING 
A Down-to-Earth Approach 
to Beating the Government 

Gun Grab 
by Ragnar Benson 

The time to prepare is now. In the 
race against the firearm roundup in 
the U.S., gun owners who refuse to 
give up the freedoms that are their 
birthright must take their weapons 
underground-bury them-before it's 
too late. Ragnar will show you how to 
do it right. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, sottcover, 
photos, 104 pp. $14.00 

NEW 1.0. IN AMERICA 
Want one more chance at life with a 
"clean slate"? Trade in your old 
identity for a new start. Here is a 
step•by-step guide to creating a 
totally new you - with a birth 
certificate, passport, driver's 
license, Social Security number -
all you neetl for breaking with your 
past. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, sottcover, illus., 
120 pp. $15.00 

HOME WORKSHOP 
SILENCERS I 

More than fifty 9" x 12" working 
machinist's drawings present step
by-step directions for building three 
different advanced firearm silencers. 
Improvised materials and machining 
techniques are suggested. For 
reference and historical purposes 
only. 9 x 12, sottcover, illus., 72 pp. 

$12.00 

THE MASTER BLADESMITH 
Advanced Studies in Steel 

by Jim Hrisoulas 
This advanced study of steel reveals 
forging secrets that for centuries have 
been protected by guilds. Never
before-seen instructions, diagrams and 
photos explain the tricks behind using 
Japanese mokume gane, differential 
heat treating, power hammers, and 
other technques to make kukris, wavy 
blades, spears and swords that bear 
the master's mark. 8 112 x 11, hard• 
cover, photos, illus., 296 pp. $45.00 ----~ CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL TOLL FREE 
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Classified ads $.75 per-word per insertion. ($.60 per-word per insertion for 3 or more) including 
name address and phone number (20 word minimum). Minimum charge $15.00. Bold words 
add $.50 per word. Copy and rerun orders must be accompanied by PAYMENT IN AD· 
VANCE. NO AGENCY OR CASH DISCOUNTS ON LISTING OR DISPLAY CLASSI• 
FIED ADVERTISING. All ads must be received with advance payment BY NO LATER THAN 
THE 25th of each month. EXAMPLE: Closing for MAR/APR 1991 issue (on sale Feb. 5) is Nov. 
25th. Ads received after closing will appear in the following issue. Please type or print clearly. 
PLEASE NOTE*** NO PROOFS WILL BE FURNISHED. Include name, address, post of
fice, city, state and zip code as counted words. Abbreviations count as one word each. Mail to 
AMERICAN HANDGUNNER CLASSIFIEDS, 591 Camino de la Reina,Suite 200, San Diego, Cal
ifornia 92108. NOTE: WE NOW HAVE DISPLAY CLASSIFIED ADS IN BOTH GUNS 
MAGAZINE AND AMERICAN HANDGUNNER. ASK FOR OUR NEW RATE CARD 
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ACCESSORIES 

Concealed Weapon License Identification Badge. Finest qual
ity, made to order with your license number. Catalog Free. 
Seven Seas, POB 3906, Dept. 45, Apollo Beach, FL 33570. Ph. 
813-645-2621. 

REFINISHING HANDGUNS - Satin hard chrome or 
nickel, $60 w/FFL, includes assembly. Black parkerize, mas
ter blue, 24K gold, black anodize. Reasonable rates, excellent 
quality. Two week service. CHECKMATE GUNS, 8232 
Shaw Rd., Brooksville, FL 34602, 904-799-5774. 

NEW! PRO-TARGET HAS ARRIVED. PORTABLE, LIGHT
WEIGHT PRECISION TARGET, STANDS WITH FOAM
CORE BACKBOARDS. PRO-I 4' TALL $69.95, PRO-II 6.5' 
TALL $89.95. MCNISA, FACTORY DlRECT +$5.95 S/H, 
FREE INFO. PRO-TARGET, P.O. BOX 455AH, MONT
CLAIR, CA 91763. 

TWO-LOCK GUN SAFE. HEAVY DUTY 12 gau1,e STEEL 

~'ifiWitt~t?ooiE~~f166"~ ~~blelockJ0~1: 
rity. MONEYBACK GUARANTEE. SEND $49.00: NIGHT 
HOLSTER INC., P.O. BOX 21278, Indianapolis, IN 46221. 

Once-fired and new bras.s: Pistol and Rifle. Send SASE for 
price list. Cheyenne Bras.s, PO Box 5254, Cheyenne, WY 
82003. 

BOWLERS OLYMPIC GRIPS, Custom made anatomical 
grips in walnut, individually carved by experts to your hand 
print. NOT just small, medium or large. Ex~rted to over 30 
countries. Give your shooting a chance - don t be held back by 
an ill-fitting grip._Send for enlarged model list to: BOWLERS 
OLYMPIC GRIPS, Dept. A.H., Newgates Gallery, Stamford, 
Lincolnshire, England PE9 lQF. Tel. 0780-57797. The BEST 
of British! 

"MUGGED?" Obtain concealed weapons in your st.ate while 
you still can! Send SASE: Weapons, 8270 SW Sorrento, Beav
erton, OR 97005. 

CLIP-LOADERS for .22 Ruger MKl and MK2, Huntsman, 
Woodsman, Challenger, Buckmark, Hi-Standard, Lightnin/f' 

~T ~d:UG~ ~~ii~ s:;i~~9
~ f~~di~
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you, send $4.95 plus $.85 S&H to: CLIP-LOADEh INC., 
5906 S.E. Lloyd St., Milwaukie, OR 97222. 

On• Tim• Las•night 
Distributor Clos•outl 
Full One Year Warranty 
Includes doYetal type Weave, rnooots and velao attacting activatcr switch. 

FOR ORDERS ONLY 
CAU TOLL-FREE 

1 ■800■642•1144 

Mastoo:ard & 
v .. accepted. 

CA residents add 7% 
salestax.Ml$7.50ea. 

for shi)pr,g and hanoog. 
MailcrdEnsen:lcertified 
check CJ money order to: 

AVIN INDUSTRIES 
5070 SANTA FE ST. 

SAN DIEGO. c.A 92109 

A.M.T .. 22 MAGNUM OWNERS. WE NOW HA VE A 
MAGAZINE LOADER FOR THIS AUTO. SEND $4.95 PLUS 
$.85(cents) S & H TO: CLIP-LOADER INC., 5906 S.E. 
LLOYD ST., MILWAUKIE, OR97222. 

Attention l.P.S.C. Shooters, Major and Minor Power Fact.or 
Chart 175 & 180, 120 & 130. Plastic laminated, easy to read. 
Make chonographing easy and accurate. Send $5.95 to: L. 
CARL ENTERPRISES, R.R.#3, CAVAN, ONT. CANADA 
LOA lC0. 

Build your own custom gun cabinet. Easy to follow plans. 
$5.95: D.J. AYERS, 179 Hoffman A venue, Elmont, NY 11003. 

Holster- Hip, ankle, shoulder, bandolier hunting or conceal
ment. Below retail. Prices starting at $4.95ea. Send $2.00 for 
catalogue to: D & B Gun Shop, P.O. Box 60512, Phoenix, AZ 
85082-0512,. 

SILENCER PLANS. Secret Soviet design found in Afganis
tan. Extremely quiet, simple N.F.A. Rules apply. Send $10.00 
m/o to: Plans, Box 463, Grants Pass, OR 97526. 

DESERT EAGLE, WILDEY, 191 IAI COMP. GUN, 
GRIZZLEY OWNERS? Expensive guns need padded black 
canvas and leather cases. Absolutely top quality. MINNE
SOTA MADE. Inside Clip Storage. (multi clip for 1911Al). 
Full color Literature. $1. (refundable with order) Specify gun. 
Lifton Studio Inc., 121 S. 6th Street, Stillwater, MN 55082. 

GENUINE MOTHER OF PEARL HANDGUN GRIPS 45 
auto. Colt 380, Mustang, S & W J, etc. Exotic fancy grain 
ebony wood for 45 auto, S & W J ,K,N frames, Ruger Black
hawk, super blackhawk, Sisley, Mark II with thumbrest, 
LAR grizzly 45 win-mag. Also available in selected models in 
buffalo horn and black ebony. Try our new 3-finger groove 
wrsp around in exotic ebony handcrafted for 45 auto and S & 
W J, K,N. Send $2 for colored brochure. Dealers welcome. NA
VIDREX ENTERPRISES, 545 N. Hoover Ave #2, Los Ange
les, CA 90004. 

Ambi-Shooters Table. Build your own heavy duty shooting ta
ble for less then $30.00. Simple plans and material list $7.00. 
Designed for right and left hand shooters. TABLE, 5825 
Queen Ave So., Mpls, MN 55410. 

HOME ALARM SYSTEM! PRE-WIRED for easy installa
tion. MICROWAVE Motion Sensor, Loud Siren, 110v supply 
& backup battery. Test switch & L.E.D. All components con
cealed when installed. Simple to operate, affordable, practical. 
!yr warranty. $299.95 + $6.00 UPS: Intrusion Technologies 
Group, 2925 South Memorial Drive, Racine, WI 53403. VISA, 
MC, (414)633-1240. 

BOR-BLOCK the ONLY keyless gun lock that helps prevent 
accidents, yet allows the handgun to be fired instantly. In
quiry: KDF, Box 1192, WEBSTER, MA 01570. 

TARGET SHOOTING STANDS. No more shooting at falling 
down cardboard. Stands are designed to hold the popular B-27 
police silhouettes, plus small and large bullseyes at the same 
time! Lightweight, portable, and easily assembled using these 
simple to follow plans. Send $4.95 to: Ammo. Industries, PO 
Box 261, Madison, AL 35758. 

"TARGET ENTHUSIASTS" Set of 16 terrorist targets, fea
turing SUDDAM HUSSEIN. Send $5.00 plus $.75(cents) 
S&H to: (SPEC. TARGETS), JCRS, 6677 W. Colfax Ave., Box 
214, Denver, Colo. 80214-1896. 

HOLSTERS, CASES AND MUCH MORE AVAILABLE -
LEATHER, VINYL OR CLOTH. CATALOG $4 -redeemable. 
LEATHER WESTERN GUN HOLSTERS SING/DBL $65/ 
$95. RIFLE CASED $10/$58. STALEX ENTERPRISES, PO 
BOX 2446, CORONA, CA 91718. (714)279-1524. 

AMMUNITION 

.38 SPECIAL RELOADED AMMUNITION- Remanufac
tured using fully automated equipment. 158 gr. SWC 
$87.00M-148 gr. WC $85.00M. reloading since 1974. MPS Co., 
1441 W. John St., Matthews, NC 28105. (704)847-8793. 

9/mm bras.s, once fired. Gov. 400 rounds $25.00. Chesapeake 
Gun Works, 6644 Indian River Rd, Va. Beach, VA 23464. 

SPECIAL PURPOSE AMMO AND MUNITIONS. Reload 
your own: Tracers, A.P., Incendiary, H.E. ammo, 12 Ga. 
Flares, Therrnite/Smoke Grenades and many others. SASE 
for free list. T. Tyler, Box 2700H, Dept SOF, Huntington 
Beach, CA 92647. 

FREEDISCOUNTAMMUNITIONCATALOGSaveupto 
50% on new, obsolete, military, rimfire, centerfire, shot.shell 
and accessories. Atlanta Discount Ammo, Dept. 0, P.O. Box 
258, Clarkesville, GA 30523. 

SPECIAL PURPOSE AMMUNITION: BEEHIVE, MUL
TIPLEX, tracers, bird bombs. Send $1.00 for catalog to: HO
RIZONS UNLIMITED, 9208 Kingston Pike, Suite 195, 
Dept. AH, Knoxville, TN 37922. 

TRACERS, reload your own (as described in the Dec. issue of 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE.) Military type, red, green, white or 
amber burning tracer, any caliber. Step by step instructions. 
Inclu~es detail~ drawings, bullet preparation, reloading: in
structions, $5.00. T. Tyler, Box 2700H, Dept. SOF, Hunting
ton Beach, CA 92647. 

ACE AMMO, QUALITY RELOADS 38 SPEC $4.50, BOX/50, 
45 ACP $7 BOX/50. WE CAN LOAD YOUR BRASS. 1-800-
833-2400, CALIFORNIA 1-916-221-1952. 

SPECIAL SUB-SONIC .22 AMMO FOR SILENCED 
WEAPONS! IMPORTED GERMAN HOLLOW-POINT 
ROUNDS FOR RIFLES/PISTOLS USING SUPPRESSORS! 
REDUCE MUZZLE CRACK IN ANY WEAPON! NO LI
CENSE REQUIRED IF OVER 21! 3 BOXES (150 ROUNDS) 
$13.00 + $3.00 UPS. NO P.O. BOXES, LOWER 48 STATES 
ONLY. INC, 220 CARROLL #D, S'PORT, LA 71105 
(318)222-2970. 

Save money, make match. 22 rimfire ammunition, from cheap 
ammunition. Reduce group sizes in half. Send $3.00 to: Accu
racy, Box 121, Intercourse, PA 17534. 

Melt up to 300 lbs. oflead in 15 min. using wood for fuel in the 
furnace built with our plans. Plans, $5.00. N.S.T., P.O. Box 
5364, Valdosta, CA 31603-5364. 

AWESOME AMMUNITION for self defense. Speci~I ur
pose, general purpose. and Hard to Find ammo ship di
rectly to you. Featuring TRACERS, BIRDBOMB: , EX
PLOSIVE BULLETS, and unique accessories. Catalog $2. 
CSC, Dept. AH, Box 17, Atmore, AL 36504-0017. 

Ammunition buyers- tired of high retail prices? Write for 
our free catalog on Blazer, Federal, Remington and Winches
ter ammunition. Nick's Ammunition, 7220 Rolling Acres 
Trail, Dept. B, Boerne, TX 78006. 

BOOKS 

"THE ANARCHIST COOKBOOK" IS AVAILABLE 
AGAIN! $22, postpaid. Barricade Books, BOX 1401-GG, Se
caucus, NJ 07096. 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, latest pistol carrying, purchasing, 
etc., regulations for all states and FEDERAL GUN LAWS. 
Both booklets $6.00. POLICE EQUIPMENT CATALOG 
$8.00. Schlesinger, Department E., P.O. Box 882, New York, 
NY 10150. 

1990 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER ANNUAL. This year's 
exciting look at the handguns.Includes: Massad Ayoob's" Auto 
vs. Revolver for self-defense", travel back in time with Col. 
Charles Askins and meet the biggest names in handgunning. 
Mark Hampton looks at the best guns for handgun hunting 
and much more. Send $6.95 postpaid to: HANDGUNNER 
ANNUAL, Dept. HGA-H03, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 
200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

SHOOT A HANDGUN reveals the expert's way to use your 
handguns safely, effectively and within the law. Learn how 
and where to shoot, firearms responsibility, what ammunition 
to purchase, and more. Special chapter on defensive pistol 
shooting, plus a glossary of handgun terms. Only $10.95 post. 
paid. (CA Res. add 7-¼% sales tax) GUN BOOKS, Dept.SH
H03, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 
92108. 

SHOOTING by Edward Matunas. Learn how to become an 
expert marksman with rifle, shotgun, handgun, muzzleloader 
and bow. You'll get tips on selecting the proper weapon and 
accessories, and be provided with a detailed course in ballis
tics. For your copy, send $33.45_postpaid (CA Residents add 7-
¼% sales tax) to: GUNS BOOKS, Dept. SG-H03, 591 Camino 
de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

1990 GUNS ANNUAL AVAILABLE NOW! This year's an
nual includes: Massad Ayoob's perspectives on the 10mm, Jim 
Fender discusses the Facts and Fantasies about Assault Ri
fles. A Catalog Section which includes a reference of currently 
manufactured handguns, rifles and shotguns. Complete with dill. and prices. To order your's today, send $6.95 post paid to: 
c~fitf.1NUAL, Dept. GA-H03, PO Box 16025, San Diego, 
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MASTER TIPS By Jon Winokur The best shooters in the 
business teach you step-by-step mastery of the techniques 
that made them winners. For your copy, Send $13.45 Postpaid 
(CA Residents add _7-¼% sales_tax) to: GUNS BOOKS, Dept. 
Wit:03, 591 Cammo de la Rema, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 

POKER BOOKS: FREE:"TEN WINNING TlPS" by poker 
professional Andy Nelson. Become a BIG winner! Send SASE 
to: IMPACT, Box 12356, Boulder, CO 80303. 

NEW CATALOG every two months! New books on weap
onry, revenge and dorens of other sub1·ects! Send $1.00 for 50-
page catalog describing over 300 tit es. PALADIN PRESS, 
P.O. Box 1307-9GAT, Boulder, Colorado 80306. 

Gun Silencers/Noise suppressors. Complete how to booklet: 
Five easy steps to complete information on Silencers and sup
pres.sors. Plans, Diagrams, Specifications and Sources. Just 
send $29.95 to: Diamond Distributors, P.O. Box 991, Hono
lulu, Hawaii 96808. 

To RIDE, 
SHOOT 
STRAIGHT, 
AND SPEAK 
THE TRUTH 
by T elf Cooper 
Combat mind-set, proper sighting, 
tactical residential architecture - these 
are some of the many subjects explored 
by Jeff Cooper in this illusfrated 
anthology. The author discusses various 
arms, fi&11tln_g skills and the importance 
of lmowmg liow to defend oneself, and 
one's honor, in our rapidly changing 
world. 5 1/Z x 8 1/Z, hardcover, illus., 
384 pp. $26.00 

Send check or money order for $26.00 
plus $3.50 postage and handling to 

PALADIN PRESS, P.O. Box 1307:orn, 
Boulder, CO 80306 (303) 443-7250 
Order a complete catalog for $1.00 

"FIREARMS LAWS" DON'T END UP BREAKING A LAW 
YOU WEREN'T AWARE OF!! BE SMART AND LEARN 
YOUR LAWS! COMPLETE 250-PAGES ALL 50 STATES 
INCLUDING LOCAL ORDINANCES $19.95-"INFORMA
TION INTERNATIONAL", 5 WELSTEAD PLACE, DEPT-
22, ROCHESTER, N.Y. 14613. 

EXPATRIATE'S EMPLOYMENT HANDBOOK Seeing 

t~,w~r!dna;\f?.t:9 ~~;id ~}'~1!/nPu~n4\!i!'Jtii~~nsf~': 
pie, infallible job-search system has never failed to bring him 
an overseas offer. Now you can, too. 5-½x8- 1h, soft.cover, pho
tos, 144pp. Send $18.50 ppd to: Paladin Press, P.O. Box 1307-
lAAK, Boulder, Colorado 80306. 

HOMEMADE SILENCERS. Free report tells you how! Send 
only $1.00 P&H to: Mathis Publishing, 226 St.ate Loop, Co
lumbus, Mississippi 39701. 

CUT AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE PREMIUMS 50%! Free 
report. GUARANTEED $200.00 return!!! Send only $2.00 
P&H to: Mathis Publishing, 226 St.ate Loop, Columbus, Mis-
sissippi 39701. ' 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 

WE NOW HA VE DISPLAY CLASSIFIED ADVERTIS
ING WRITE OR CALL for our new rate cards for both GUNS 
MAGAZINE AND AMERICAN HANDGUNNER MAGA
ZINE. Listing rates for both magazines are $.75(1X) a word 
including address and phone number. Display rates go from l" 
to 3" 1 to 6 time rates. Check out the Sept 90 Guns & S/O 90 
Handgunner. CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING, 591 Camino de 
la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92138. 

SECRET LOANS! We lend money by mail- $300 to $5000 in 
absolute privacy. Borrow for any good reason. No co-signers. 
No mortgages. Write for details and application - no obliga
tion. Financial Services, Dept. L, Drawer 1883, Alabaster, Al
abama 35007-1883. Enclose envelope! 

EARN EXTRA INCOME!!! Our company offer legal and legit
imate ways to earn as mush as you can. For more information, 
send a SASE to: Profits, Box 277, Verbena, Alabama 36091-
0277. 

JOURNEYMAN CREDENTIALS granted legitimate! Write: 
National Craftsman Union, P.O. B. #12332, Milwaukee, WI 
53212. 

LEARN GOLD, SILVER, PLATINUM, SCRAP RECY
CLING BUSINESS. $75,000 YEAR POSSIBLE. SPARE 
TIME. EASY! FREE INFORMATION: RECYCLING, BOX 
11216-GH, RENO, NV 89510-1216. 

$20,000.00 Yearly as a part time iiun dealer. No gimmicks. 
My method works! Send SASE: FIREARMS, 8270 SW Sor
rento, Beaverton, OR 97005. 

EASY. WORK! EXCELLENT PAY! ASSEMBLE PROD
UCTS AT HOME. CALL FOR INFORMATION 504-641-
8003 Ext 2720. (Open 7 days). 

GUN DEALER LICENSING 
BESTFFL KITS, RECORD BOOKS & SUPPLIES 
■ FFL Kit $6.00 ■ Home-Bus Pac $39.95 
■ Start Pac $19.95 ■ Complete Pac $69.95 

(805) 687-1416 Visa, MIC, Free Help. 
RK ENTERPRISES 

2616 Las Pos1tas • Santa Barbara, CA 93105 

LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your new or existing 
small business. Grants/loans to $500,000 yearly. Free re
corded message: 707-448-0270. (JR3). 

Power Earnings! $400.00 daily wholesaling automobiles 
without investment! All new, NO GIMMICKS• Details $2.00: 
SMITH, Box 2085, Titusville, FL 32781. 

A NEW IDEA! Call National Idea Center of Washington D.C. 
free info - 1-800-247-6600, Ext 124. Come see the Invention 
Store!! 

"MAKE MONEY" GET A FEDERAL FIREARMS LI
CENSE!!! START AN EXCITING AND PROFITABLE 
BUSINESS OF YOUR OWN!"GET DEALERS MAKE 
MONEY" COMPLETE INFORMATION, OFFICIAL 
FORMS, STEP BY STEP FOR SUCCESS!"GUARANTEED" 
$7.95-"INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS CONCEPTS", 5 
WELSTEAD PLACE, DEPT-18, ROCHESTER, NY 14613. 

BEST FFL LICENSE KIT!!! Professional Gun Dealer Kit 
gives you EVERYTHING you need! License Forms, Regula
tions1 Profes.sional Advice, Hundreds of Wholesalers and 
Phones! MONEYBACK GUARANTEED! $4.95: SHOOT
ERS GUNSHOP, P.O. Box 379-H, Hopwood, PA 15445. 

INDOOR PISTOL CLUB & SPORTING GOOD SHOPPE. 
Learn how to st.art your own very profit.able business from the 
experts. Send today for our step by step copywrited manual 
written by the country's most experienced commercial indoor 
pistol range operator. $49.95 Check or MO payable to: THE 
PROGRAM, % Inner Circle Indoor Pistol Ranges of America 
Inc., Dept. E, PO Box 787, Medford, NJ 08055-0787. 

SEIZED CARS, trucks, boats, 4wheelers, motorhomes, by 
FBI, IRS, DEA. Available your area now. Call 1-805-682-7555 
Ext. C-2418. 

MONEY AVAILABLE! 1st and 2nd Mortgages. Business and 
Personal Loans, Credit Cards, Grants. Tuigardless of past 
credit history. 717-531-1025 Ext.139. 

BECOME FEDERALLY LICENSED FIREARMS DEALER! 
Complete forms/instructions $5.00."St.arting Your Own Gun 
Business" (packed with information for your success) $4.95. 
License guaranteed or full refund! All above $7.95. Metro, 
Drawer 2267-SC, Sun City, AZ85372. 

BECOME A LICENSED FIREARMS DEALER! Official 
forms, latest BATF instructions. Wholesale sources. License 
guaranteed or full refund! $5.00. Monarch, Box 1416-EM, El 
Mirage, AZ 85335. 

"1-900" PAY-PER-DIAL phone numbers for lease. Only $25/ 
month. Make $15,000/month. Call 1-900-654-4040 Ext. 28. 
($2.00/minute). 

$339.00 WEEKLY POSSIBLE assembling our products from 
home. Learn How. Amazing recorded mes.sage reveals details, 
call anytime (914)289-1136 Ext. CML 

SAVE 40% ON Your Shopping. Consumer Cooperative Now 
Accepting New Members. Send Name For Information or $10 
For Membership. Fireplace Shopping, Dept 142, 2264 Cog
swell, El Monte, CA 91732. 

Firearms Dealer Application Kit, DEALER-DISTRIBUTOR 
MAGAZINE. $5.00. Interstate Enterprises, Drawer 19689-
AHD, Houston, TX 77224. 

A ITENTION - HIRING! Government jobs - your area. Many 
immediate openings without waiting list or test $17,840 -
$69,485. CALL 1-602-838-8885 EXT. R9748. 

Need Credit? Gold card, visa, master card. Inst.ant Credit 
Guaranteed. Acceptance, loans, available. Vision Corp, 910 
Pine Street Apt #1, Eureka, Calf. 95501, 707-444-3659. 

B; BECOME A REAL ESTATE APPRAISER. $100,00 PLUS 
POTENTIAL. HOME STUDY OR ATLANTA CLASSES. 
EARN CERTIFICATION THROUGH NATIONAL COL
LEGE OF APPRAISAL. FREE LITERATURE. 800-362-7070 
DEPT. RF476. 

HOW TO MAKE BIG PROFITS IN MAIL ORDER 
FROM SCRATCH, free report send SASE to: Ucero Publish
ing, PO Box 30408-AH, MWC, OK 73140. 

GREAT NEW CATALOGUE DIRECTORY OFOVER80 
MONEY MAKING OPPORTUNITIES, send $2.00 refund 
with purchase to: Ucero Publishing, PO Box 30408-AH, 
MWC, OK 73140. 

READ BOOKS for pay! No exp. Call 1-900-847-7878 ($0.99/ 
Min) or Write: PASE -AAl4, 161 Lincolnway, North Aurora, 
IL60542. 

GET PAID for mailing letters! $200.00 daily. No exp. Write: 
PAASE -EF8, 161 Lincoln Way, North Aurora, IL 60542. 

COLLECTORS 

MILITARY MINIATURE SOLDIERS, METAL AND PLAS
TIC HANDPAINTED, PLASTIC GUN KITS, MODELS. 
CATALOG $5.00: CLASSIC CREATIONS, P.O. BOX 1011 
DEPT. AH, HUTCHINSON, KS67504-1011. 
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EMBLEMS & INSIGNIA 

CUSTOM EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS-DECALS-PINS. 
Free catalog/Quotes. Highest Quality. Guaranteed Lowest 
Prices. Rush Sketch. STADRIAH, 57 Leroy Street. N.Y.C. 
10014. (212)929-2293. 

GUNS HATS! Show your friends that you're a GUNS Team 
Member. Each hat features: Bright orange logo, sand colored 
cap; polyester fronVMesh back. Only $5.95 + 7-¼% sales tax 
for Calif. Residents. Send to: GUNS HATS, 591 Camino de la 
Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

Also available ... GUNS Team member pins and patches. Now, 
you can also get your own GUNS Team member pin for only 
$2.50 + $1.00 shipping & handling ... Or, a GUNS Team mem
ber patch for only $3.50 + $1.00 shipping & Handling. Send 
To: GUNS PINS, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San 
Diego, CA 92108. 

FIREWORKS 

Salutes and Cannon crackers home made. The Best! Simple 
easy method, my secrets revealed. St.amp: Browns Diversified, 
POB 6, Paragon, Indiana 46166. 

FIREWORKS. WE SHIP TO YOUR DOOR. LOW PRICES. 
BO'ITLE ROCKETS AS LOW AS $.99 A GROSS. CATA
LOGSAND INFO CALL NOW 1-900-USA-1776. 

FIREWORKS: Firecrackers, Bottle Rockets, Roman Can
dles, Sky Rockets, and much more. For Wholesale price list 
send $1.00: Klassic Fireworks, P.O. Box 142, Middlefield, 
Conn. 06455-0142. 

Successful and expanding British Shooting magazine seeks 
development capital for major launch in USA. Equity avail
able. Call 01144 494 432151, (Fax 0ll 44 494 727454). 

EXPLOSIVES and FIREWORKS: 29 FORMULAS 
(BLACK POWDERS, TNT, NITROGLYCERIN, COLORS, 
SNAKES, WHISTLES ... ) ALL FOR JUST $5. PLUS 
FREE"MINI-HYDROGEN BOMB PLANS." EASILY OB
TAINABLE MATERIALS! NEXT DAY SHIPPING! AC
CEs.5 PUBLISHING, BOX 94 DEPT. HG, SOUTH MIL
WAUKEE, WI 53272. 

CHERRYBOMBS, M-70'S, M-90'S, M-lOO'S BUZZBOMBS, 
CANNON & TIME FUSE, PULL & ELECTRIC IGNITERS, 
STARS 1/4"TQ l", FIREWORK CHEMICALS, ETC. CATA
LOGUE $5. REFUNDABLE 1ST ORDER. CAPITOL FIRE
WORKS, 1805 WEST MONROE, SPRINGFIELD, IL 62704. 

PIRO-TEK offers simple complete guide to home-built ex
plosives, bombs and boobie traps. This is not one of 
those"COOK BOOK" type"how to" books that drags through 
page aft.er page of complicated procedures that only a chemist 
could follow. The devices we describe are probably already in 
your home, they just haven't been assembled yet. If you are 
not completely satisfied with the information in this pamplet, 
return it for a full refund. Send $10.00 to: PIRO-TEK, P.O. 
Box 1748, Russellville, Arkansas 72801. 

FOR SALE 

WATCH REPLICAS! WATCH REPLICAS! LOWEST 
PRICES GUARANTEED NATIONWIDE! WARRANTY! 
EXACT WEIGHT & COLOR! 18KT GOLDPLATED! 
CALL! WATCH REPLICAS! (404) 963-3USA WATCH 
REPLICAS! 

Ls It True You Can Buy Jeeps for $44 through the U.S. Gov
ernment? Get the facts today! CALL 1-504-649-5745 EXT. S-
2720. 

"GUN LAWS" ALL 50 STATE AND LOCAL FIREARMS 
LAWS!!!"GUARANTEED" $14.95-"DENCO ENTER
PRISES", BOX 40383, DEPT-14, ROCHESTER, NY 14604. 

HAMMERLI PISTOLS. Large stock, good prices. Wade An
derson, 19296 Oak Grove Circle, Groveland, CA 95321. 
(209)962-5311. 

Piezo Quartz Electric But.anne Lighter. The derringer pistol. 
3-¼" long. 24K gold plated with simulated pearl handle grip. 
Easy to light-simply pull the gold plated trigger. St.and in
cluded. Gift boxed. Great Christmas gift only $19.95 plus 
$3.00 shipping. AMS Enterprises, 29A Hope Lane, Dennis, 
MA02638. 

CAP-STUN - THE ONE THAT WORKS! SELF DEFENSE 
AEROSOL Approved by FBI - used by 1200 police agencies. 
The park Service uses it to discourage BEARS! DEV AS
TATINGLY EFFECTIVE against psychotics and persons 
intoxicated by alcohol or drugs. Mace isn't. INST ANT IN
CAPACITATION - NO AF'TER EFFECTS! Great gift .. 
discounted price. Be aware of imitators. M-1 1"2oz with pocket 
clip-$6.50. KM Ihoz in case* with key ring and belt clip -$8.50. 
*specify black, brown or white. Please add $1.50 per TOT AL 
order s/h. For lawful self-defense. Read package insert. Obey 
local laws. Send cash, check or money order to: Craig Ander
sen, 582 West Nyack Road, WestNyack,N.Y. 10994. 

GUN PARTS 

SMITH & WESSON EARLY MODELS= I repair and restore 
them, have parts. SASE for brochure. Liberty Antique Gun
works, 19 Key St., Eastport, Maine 04631 (207)853-2327. 

Semi-Precious Permanet Stone Grips, Automatics Only! 
Color photo price list $3.00: R.M. Howson Enterprises, P.O. 
Box 1101, Henderson, Texas 75653. 
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GUNS FOR SALE 

ANYONE CAN BECOME A FIREARMS DEALER!!! 
EVERYTHING NECESSARY TO START YOUR BUSI
NESS!"GUARANTEED" $3.95-"DENCO ENTERPRISES", 
BOX 40383, DEPT-12, ROCHESTER, NY 14604. 

GUNSMITH ING 

Custom Handguns for street or competition 45 Auto and S& W 
Revolvers. S&W Armored School certified revolver and auto. 
Free Brochure: Karl Sokol. Chestnut Mountain Sports, 65 So. 
Main St., So. Deerfield, MA 01373, 413-655-4647. 

Learn 'State of the Art' Gunsmithing in the pleasant climate 
of central Arizona. Modem program teaches full spectrum 
skills including modem and advanced technology. Appro_ved 
by Veterans Administration and Vocat10nal Rehabilitation. 
Contact Registrar, Yavapai College, ll 00 East Sheldon, Pres
cott, AZ 86301 or (602)445-7300 or toll free m Arizona 1-800-
992-6787. 

GUNSMITHS, RELOADERS, ARBO Brass and _ steel pin 
punches. Special Brass and Nylon Mallet, accessories. Thou
sands in use. Dealers welcome. Free mformat1on. Write: 
ARBO Precision, 1661 S. Walnut, Broken Arrow, OK 74012. 

PISTOLSMITH NEEDED Minimum three years experi
ence building and customizing 1911 pistols and operating en
gine lathes and mil1ing machines. No phone caLLS please. 
Send Resume to: GUNSMITH (SAM), 420 West Main Street, 
Geneseo, IL 61254. 

PISTOL SMITHING: Custom and Repairs. Custom guns 
built, street carry to competition, mild to_ wild._ Repairs, Action 
tuning and accessory mstallat10n. Sabsfact1on guaranteed. 
Send for price list or send Spec's for quote. BMG, 1265 5th Ave, 
Yuma, Arizona 85364, 602-783-1561. 

INSTRUCTION 

Hand-to-Hand Combat - Hard hitting thirteen page man
ual of vital points combat plus beautiful two color lithograph 
certificate from Amencan Fighting Arts Academy with your 
name. Send $20.00 Cash or M.O. + $2.00 S.H. to: Mr. Vito, 
446 Hackensack Street, Carlstadt, NJ 07072. 

Basic Investigation Training. Diploma program _offered by 
Lion Investigation Academy, a licensed mst1tution. Wnte 
Lion Investigation Academy, 3161 Shakespeare Rd., Bethle
hem, PA 18017 for brochure. Lion Investigation Acade_my is a 
division of American Detective Agency. No salesman will call. 

NEW POLICE REVOLVER. FIRST MAJOR COMBAT AD
VANTAGE SINCE 1905. FREE INFORMATION FOR 
HANDGUN EXECUTIVES, ENGINEERS, DESIGNERS, 
GUNSMITHS, ENTREPRENEURS, ETC. SEND LARGE 
SASE TODAY! JOHNSON AND ASSOCIATES, PO BOX 
147, METHUEN, MASS 01844. 

"VCR TECHNICIAN SECRETS" Clean VCRs, stop VCRs 
from eating tapes. Send $5.00 to: White's TV, P.O. Box 201-C, 
Hampton, TN 37658. 

Become certified Survival-Outdoor SpeciaEst, Instructor, 
professional guide training - subscribe to Eagle-Eye Com
municator, newsletter, $17.50/year. EEC Dealer Program -
Power-30 Team, top 7 P-30T"s promoted as future paid Board
of-Advisors. EEC (AHMJ, POB 391, Jamestown, NY 14702-
0391. 

GUNSMITHS! MAKE MAGIC! Learn the correct way to do a 
trigger job on Colt style 19ll-Als. Complete in painstaking 
detail no more mystery. No longer will you have to turn this 
work ~way because you can't do it. Now you can make triggers 
feel like a glass straw breaking. Send $12.95: Gun Garage, 12 
Rosedale, St., Dept. AH, Danielson, CT 06239. 

Discover how to prepare grains for long term storage. No ex
pensive equipment required. Send $3.00 to: C.L. ltschner, 
POB 221B, Converse, TX 78109. 

FIELDSTRIP/DISASSEMBLY/REASSEMBLY How- to vi
deos. $27 each. VHS specify video order: Colt SAA; Gov't 45; 
PPKS; Ruger RST. Also reloading pistol ammo $19. TJE 
Video Production, Box 50141, Reno, NV 89513. 

INCREASE YOUR HOME'S EQUITY! Profitable win
ter•DO IT YOURSELF" project. Learn from professional 
video how to install a powerful built-in vacuum system, also a 
profitable business opportunity!"VIDEO" comes with below 
factory cost offer on"EVERYTHING YOU NEED" delivered 
to our door. PUT YOUR HOME IN THE FUTURE! Visa/MC 
o~ers call toll free 1-800-537-0377 $20.00"Refundable". Wall 
to Wall built-in Central vacuum, 2633 So. Ridgeland Ave, 
Berwyn, IL 60402. 

BECOME A PARALEGAL JOIN AMERlCA'S FASTEST 
GROWING PROFESSION. WORK WITH ATTORNEYS. 
LAWYER INSTRUCTED HOME STUDY. THE FINEST 
PARALEGAL PROGRAM AVAILABLE. FREE CATA
LOGUE. 800-362-7070 DEPT. LF476. 

BECOME A VETERINARY ASSISTANT. ANIMAL 
CARE SPECIALIST HOME STUDY. TURN YOUR LOVE 
OF ANIMALS INTO AN EXCITING CAREER. FREE 
FACT-FILLED LITERATURE. 800-362-7070 DEPT. CF476. 

CRIME PREVENTION MANUALS, TEARGAS, STUN
GUNS and other defense devices. Send now for free catalog. 
Defian;,., Security Products, 26 S. Main St., Suite 119-C, Con
cord, NH 03301. 

KNIVES & SWORDS 

UNIQUE CUTLERY OUR SPECIALTY We carry all 
brands and types of cutlery, firearms and necessories. CUT
LERY KING tm, P.O. Box 464419, Lawrenceville, GA 30246. 
1-800-634-6205/Local 925-9086. 
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KNIVES NEW '89 Models, Largest Selections, Lowest Prices 
Anywhere, A.G. Russell, Al Mar, Boker, Browning, Buck, 
Case, Cold Steel, Coleman Western, DMT, Eye Brand, Eze 
Lap, Frost, Gerber, Kabar, Kershaw, Lakota, Lansky, Leath
ennan, Old Timer, Puma, Queen, Remington, Schrade, Spy
derco, Taylor, Tenka, Uncle Henry, United, Victorimox, Win
chester, Wyoming, Kitchen Cutlery, CATALOG $2.00, 
FOREIGN $5.00 TAR HEEL CUTLERY, P.O. BOX 12819-
AH, WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. 27117. 

SWISS TYPE ARMY KNIFE: Precision quality, all stainless 
knife. 12 tools in one. Ideal for Fisherman, Hunter, Handy
man. Send $8.95 Ppd. NATIONAL CONSUMERS SALES, 
Cedar Hill Road, Box ll99, Hopewell, N.Y.12533. 

Knives- Kitchen, pocket, hunting or survival. Starting at 
$2.95ea. For catalogue send $2.00 to: D & B Gun Shop, P.O. 
Box 60512, Phoenix, AZ 85082-0512. 

Stilettos from Germany, Spain, Italy, out the fronts, 3"-14" 
open Send $3.00 for catalog: U.S.S. Cutt, 8948 S.W. Barbur 
Blv., Portland, OR 97219-4016. 

7-¼" Boot knife- hand tooled leather sheath with clip. Stain
less steel blade. hard plastic handle. Order No. 5-80. RT. Barr 
& Co., P.O. Box US, Delray Beach, Fla. 33447. 

MILITARIA 

GERMAN WWl -WW2 (3rd. Reich) MILITARI Collectors cat
alogue for $5 (CASH! Refundable) to: RZM, PF. 1244, 5143 
WASSENBERG, Germany. 

Smoke Generating Devices (Candles, Bombs, Pots, Gre
nades)- Send $3.00 (refundable with order) for catalogue of 
these and much more! Call 1-900-990-7036 Ext. 1017 for in
side information. Call cost $1.99. Signus, Box 33712-El, Phoe
nix, AZ 85067. 

MILITARY SURPLUS 

ATTENTION- GOVERNMENT SEIZED VEHICLES 
from $100. Fords, Mercedes, Corvettes, Chevys. Surplus Buy
ers Guide. 1-602-838-8885 EXT. A97 48. 

NEW 1990 GOVERNMENT SURPLUS DIRECTORY. Buy 
Weapon, Jeeps, Trucks, Computers, Camping Equipment and 
More! Over 900,000 items available. (Sat1sfact1on Guaran
teed) $5.00. SURPLUS, Dept. AHl, P.O. Box 1600, Everett, 
WA 98204-1600. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

STUN GUNS -TEAR GAS. For self defense only. Protect your 
family. Free information. Spectrum, Box 727-AE, Grayslake, 
IL60030. 

KNUCKS- Genuine brass paperweights, not cheap alumi
num, same day delivery $7.95 prepaid: Matthews Police Sup
ply, P.O. Box 1754, Matthews, NC 28105. 

SHORT-RUN CUSTOM BELT BUCKLES WITH YOUR 
LOGO MY SPECIALTY SOLID SANDCAST SILICON 
BRONZE ALL HAND FINISHED. BUCKLES BY MIKE, 
1225 MANZANITA, DEPT. AH, LOS ANGELES, CA 90029_-

BULLET PROOF VEST-Class II-A Keviar soft body armor. 
Will defeat the .45 ACP, .357 mag. 9mm, 00 Buck and knife 
attack. Tested at the Aberdeen Proving Grounds by the U.S. 
Government Edgewood Arsenal. Front and back protector 
$200.00. Side panels: $40.00 per set. Sized S, M, L, XL: MPS 
Co., 1441 West John St., Matthews, MC 28105. (704)847-8793. 
Established 1970. 

CHEWING-SMOKING Tobacco!! Do you Chew-Smoke? Free 
sam_ples. Twist, Snuff, Pipe . Guaranteed satisfaction: FRED 
STOKER & SONS, Dresden, Tennessee 38225. 

WATCH REPLICAS! WATCH REPLICAS! LOWEST 
PRICES GUARANTEED NATIONWIDE! WARRANTY! 
EXACT WEIGHT & COLOR! 18KT GOLDPLATED! 
CALL! WATCH REPLICAS! (404) 963-3USA WATCH 
REPLICAS! 

CRIMEFlGHTERS Send $2. for illustrated catalog: B-PEC, 
Dept 4290, Box 7638, Sunnymead, CA 92303. 

Springfield Armory representatives will attend most_ major 
pistol and rifle competitions during the 1990 season,_ mclud
ing: Steel Challenge, USPSA Three Gun Champ1onsh1p, 
Bianchi Cup, Camp Perry National Matches, USPSA Nat10n
als and IPSC World Shoot. NOTE: Standard retail and dealer 
prices in effect at Camp Perry. Call (309)944-5631. 

INVESTIGATIVE NEWS America's number one, all new, 
information newsletter. Each issue isjam packed with infor
mation and articles on skip tracing, bounty hunting, surv~il
lance street survival, interrogation, un.dercover, _e~ec_u~1ve 
prolection, terrorism, criminal investigation_s and c1v1I l1ti&"a
tion. Also included are book and product reviews, confidential 
reports and hard to find information. Send for free copy today. 
INVESTIGATIVE NEWS, 13575-AH, Martinique, Chino 
Hills, CA 91709. 

Certificate of Expert .45 Cal Sub Machine Gun. Suitabl';_ for 
framing. Great Gae:! Prepared in YOUR Name. Send $4.9D to: 
Ergo Sport, 1000 Nevada Hwy, Suite #203, Boulder City, Ne
vada 89005. 

Cable TV converters and descramblers! Zenith, Tocom, Ham
lin Oak Scientific Atlanta, Zenith. NEW: Video tape des
cr~ble;., eliminates the color ioss, only $79.95. Free catalog. 
GCN, 1032 Irving St., Suite #109-E, S.F., CA 94122. NO CA 
SALES 415-566-9688. 

NOTICE! YOU CAN STUFF YOUR MAILBOX with Hand
gun Catalogs. Satisfaction Guaranteed. Send $3.00: GUN
SOURCE, 3037 Audrey Drive, Gastonia, NC 28054. 

SWISS WATCH REPLICAS! #1 USA WHOLESALER! 
EXACT DETAILS, 18KT GOLDPLA TED! WARRANTY! 
PROMOTIONAL LABORDAY SPECIAL! LIMITED 
TIME OFFER! ORDER! CALL! (404)963-3USA. 

LOOKING FOR A TOOL? Over 500 U.S. tools. Lifetime War
ranty Now order direct for rock bottom prices! New catalog 
$2.00.(refundablel. POST TOOLS, 40 Nelon, Silver Bay, MN 
55614. 

SPECIAL PURPOSE AMMUNITION: BEEHIVE, MULIT
PLEX tracers bird bombs. Send $1.00 for catalog to: HORI
ZONS UNLIMITED, 9208 Kingston Pike #195, Dept. AH, 
Knoxville, TN 37922. 

SECURITY PROGRAM: Protect family, home, auto, and 
yourself. For complete security program send $3 to: URBAN 
SURVIVAL, P.O. Box 7272, Jackson, MS 39212. 

Buy from the bankrupt estate of GDR the uniforms of the Ber
lin Wall killers. Send $3 for erice-list to: J. Fischer, PLK 
094304E, D-7000 Stuttgart, W. Germany. 

VODKA, GIN BOURBON MASH etc. Make your own, tax 
free, for fun & profit. Plans, recipes $5.00: FBN INFOTECH. 
P.O. Box 27234, Mpls, MN 55427. 

EXCITE YOUR WCFE with easy and delicious venison reci
pes. Send $3.00 for 6 recipes to: C. Kolf, 4478 Lmcoln Ave, 
Rolling Meadows, IL 60008. 

POLICE EQUIPMENT 

SPECIAL PRICES SECOND CHANGE and other PO
LICE PRODUCTS: Criminal Justice/Security. personnel 
only (verified)! Send long SASE for products hsting or ':311 
(309)755-0551. Departmental Bid requests accepted. Police 
Officer owned/operated. ASLET MEMBER. FIRE
ARMS/SELF DEFENSE CONSULTANTS, BOX 873(A), 
East Moline, IL 61244. 

LAW ENFORCEMENT badge and patch collectors send $1 
for list or $8.00 for 12 monthly lists. Baird, Dept 4390, Box 
7638, Sunnymead, CA 92303. 

SECOND CHANCE BODY ARMOR SPECIALS: PER
SONAi,- TACTICAi,- MILITARY- Models. N.l.J. Approved 
Levels, IIA- II- IIIA- III- IV. "VERIFIABLE" Law Enforce
ment & Security Officers. CALL N.P.O.S. INC. (NEW#) 1-
800-753-7324. 

INVESTIGATION .. SECURITY MONEYMAKING OP
PORTUNITIES: Beginners and professionals needed. News
letter/Directory $2.00."National License Gmdebook" $14.95. 
POB 6303(AH), Corpus Christi, Texas 78466. 

LAW ENFORCEMENT badge and patch collectors send $1. 
for list or $6 for 12 monthly lists. Baird, Dept. H890, Box 7638, 
Sunnymead, CA 92303. 

MADE IN THE U.S.A.,"Super Thunder" the 70,000 
volt''STUN GUN". Protect yourself with electronic tech
nology. Just $64.95. For info or to order send check or money 
order to: Associated Sales Co., P.O. Box 6293, Dept. 28, Fuller
ton, CA 92634 (void where prohibited). 

Police Applicants. Learn the dynamics of becoming a Po
lice Officer. Professional video guides you through the writ
ten exam, fitness test, polygraph and oral board. Free copy of 
Poi.ice Career Digesttm with your order. $40.00 MasterCard/ 
VISA accepted. LaserTech Productions Inc., Dept. AH, Box 
1717, Eaton Park, FL 33840. 

REAL ESTATE 

West Texas Beautiful Road frontage, one acre lots $895 total 
price. $25 down $25 _per month. Five acres $3200 $39 down 
$39 monthly. Both with no interest. AZTLAN CO., 2313 Mon
tana, El Paso, TX 79903 915-532-5263. 

REPOSSESSED VA & HUD HOMES available from gov
ernment from $1 without credit check. Your repair. Also S&L 
bailout properties. Call 1-805-682-7555 EXT H-2832 for repo 
list your area. 

ATIENTION - GOVERNMENT HOMES from $1 (U-repair). 
Delinquent tax property. Repossessions. 1-602-838-8885 
EXT. GH9748. 

MONTANA LAND from Bob Marshal Wilderness to t;1e _Cab
inet Mountains. 20 acres or more. Several border National 
Forest with Creeks and Ponds. Timber or Mountain Meadows 
from $399.00/acre. BEA VER CREEK LAND CO., PO Box 
1509-AHG, Noxon, Montana 59853. (406)847-2421. 

$100.00 DOWN Wyoming 40 acres, borders BLM, excellent 
antelope hunting. $99.00/mth. Money back guarantee. No 
qualifying. Owner financing. Phone 805-834-9934. 

SURVIVAL 

STAY ALIVE- Survival kit plans for any environment. Spec
ify the geographical location you need plans for. Send $5.00 to: 
SURVIVAL PLANS, P.O. Box 99236, Tacoma, WA 94899. 

WANTED TO PURCHASE 

Ideas, inventions, new pnxluct.s! Qne ~f American's leading 
invention firms can help you subnut to mdustry Call toll free 
1-800-288-IDEA. 

WANTED INDOOR RANGE, looking to relocate, interested 
in buying facility in eastern US. Send details: ll Maple Ave, 
Hampton Bays, NY ll946. 
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KNOW YOUR RUGER 
SINGLE ACTION REVOLVERS 

1953-1963 

This delightful book describes the 
important second decade of Ruger 
revolver production. Author, John C. 
Dougan provides vital information needed 
by both the beginner and the advanced 
collector. Dealers and collectors alike 
find this book an invaluable reference. 

g,,.... g,,.... ---------------------------
Please send me KNOW YOUR RUGER. 
□Check/MO$ __ □VISNMC 
Acct. No. ________ _ 
Exp. Date ____ _ Initial __ 
Name __________ _ 

Address ________ _ 

City _________ _ 
State ____ Zip ____ _ 

CA residents add 7% sales tax. 
Send to: GUNS BOOKS A0#18-0EPT. HG9105 

591 Camino de la Reina, #200-San Diego, CA 92108 

PULL THE TRIGGER 
ON EXCITEMENT 

SSK HAND CANNONS 

For Superior Performance when 
you wish to reach out and touch 

something. 

Specializing in: 
I 7 to so caJiber Contenders 

Custom scope Installations for hunting 
handgW1S, 0.1Stom revolvers, 

arrestor muzzle brakes, exotic finishes. 
Please call or write for price quote or further information. 
If writing, send two First Class postage stamps. 

SSK INDUSTRIES 
721-AH Woodvue Lane 
Wintersville, OH 43952 
(614) 264-0176 
(614) 264-7217 

INSIDER 
Continuedfrom page 118 

ammo. You can buy all the brass you like. 
Meanwhile, the Insider sought to clar

ify the matter of the .356 TSW with Fed
eral. If there's a new cartridge brewing, 
someone at Smith forgot to let Federal in 
on the secret! 

"The what?" asked a thoroughly sur
prised Federal rep, "I've never heard of 
the .356 whatchamacallit." 

Back to Smith went the Insider. 
What's the deal here, I asked, Federal says 
they haven't even heard of the .356 TSW. 

It's in a preliminary stage of develop
ment, said a Smith spokesman. Only top
level engineers at Federal are working on 
this, said Kevin Foley of S&W's engineer
ing division. Actually, Foley admitted, 
S&W still hasn't provided Federal with the 
cartridge specifications yet. 

All this .356 shenanigans is caused by 
the unilateral banning of the 9mm Luger 
cartridge from "major" power factor by 
the US representative of IPSC. The 
outlawing of the round was prompted by 
a fear that the 9x J 9 case (9mm Luger) is 
unsafe for major caliber handloads. 

New data from Accurate Arms proves 
conclusively that the 9mm Luger can in 
fact be loaded to "make major" well within 
the safety limits established by SAAMI. 
(See Speak Out column.) All of which ren
ders this whole .356 question moot. 

Might I suggest that what we have 
here is a classic example of ...,._ 
the tail wagging the dog. ~ 

Our writers are not shills for the 
gun companies ... but nor are 
they mouthpieces for the pub

lisher! A byline is there to tell you that a 
story reflects the views and impressions 
of one man, the author. 

Freedom of expression draws top writ
ers to Handgunner, men like John Taffin, 

yle Leatham and Dave Anderson. We 
don't always agree with all our writers,but 
we support their right to tell it like it is! 

Some of our stories are controver
sial, it's true. But each and every story 
in the Handgwmer carries a byline and 
you will soon come to learn that our 
writers are each different and have their 
own styles and identities. Massad 
Ayoob, for example, can be quite caus
tic in his criticisms. J.D. Jones is not 
known for his tact or forbearance either! 

Ma sad's style is that he usually 
starts out with the bad news, then ends 
on a positive note. For instance, in the 
last issue, Massad started by sarcasti
cally poking fun at the RamLine .22 
pistol and ended with "RamLine, for
give me for doubting you." By the way, 
this insider happens to know that Mas
sad actually gave a RamLine .22 to his 
youngest daughter for her birthday! 
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INDUSl'RY INSIDER 
CAMERON HOPKINS 

AMT 11 ON-DUTY 11 PISTOL IS HO'ff'EST 
THING IN FIGHT FOR POLICE MARKET 

D
espite a rather subdued atmo
sphere at the gun industry's 
biggest trade show of the year, 
there was a depressing feeling 

of optimism at the S.H.O.T. Show in Jan
uary-"Things can't get much worse, so 
they must be getting better." 

While nothing leaped out as The Hot 
New Thing this year like the .40 S&W 
cartridge did last year, it appeared that a 
new breed of "DA-only" pistols qualifies 
for a collective title of The Luke Warm 

ew Thing. 

The AMT "On Duty" in .40 S&W. 

Of course if you're really on top of 
things like Harry Sanford at AMT, you'd 
capitalize on both with a DA-only .40 
S&W! Harry wowed the folks with his 
new "On Duty" .40 S&W which had the 
slickest trigger pull of any of the trigger
cockers that I squeezed at the show. 

The 32 oz. 14-shot "On Duty" features 
an aluminum frame, carbon fiber grips, 
inertia firing pin and that superb trigger 
which Harry humbly terms a "light let-off 
double action." 

The pistol has a Colt-style thumb safe
ty, even though a DA-only pistol doesn't 
need a safety, which is designed to give a 
policeman the upper hand against a gun
grabber who will hopefully be fumbling 
with Harry's gun that only goes click 
instead of bang thanks to the "unneces
sary" safety! 

Another DA-only gun to debut was 
the Browning BDM (Browning Double 
Mode) which comes with a coin-operated 
selector switch on the frame with a little 
"P" and a little "R" that stand for "pistol" 
and "revolver." In pistol mode, the gun is 
a traditional double-action auto. In 
revolver mode, the gun is DA-only like a 
wheel gun. 

The fact that the switch is slotted to be 
turned with a nickel or a quarter led 

American Hangunner's Dave Anderson to 
quip, "What if you turn it once more past 
'P'? Do you get 'L' for Laundromat?" 

The industry-wide plummet of gun sales 
has now hit Sturm, Ruger & Co. The 
Ruger plant in Southport laid off one-third 
of its workforce in January which a compa
ny spokesman attributed to "a decline in the 
single-action revolver market." 

The good news is that Colt is bringing 
back the Woodsman! Colt is having this 
classic .22 pistol made by an outside ven
dor, like they did with the Italian-made 
Colt blackpowder guns a few years ago. 

Let's hope that whomever Colt selects 
to build this beloved .22 pistol will live 
up to the fine legacy of the Woodsman. 

Speaking of Colt, last issue l was in 
error in stating that Colt held a special 
LO% off sale. It was in fact a Colt distrib
utor, not the factory. 

Ruger president Gary French, former 
CEO of Colt's Firearms Division, was 
working at the Ruger booth on the 
S.H.O.T. Show's opening day of Thurs
day, but was gone on Friday. 

No official reason was given by 
Ruger's PR office for Gary's abrupt 
departure. However, several weeks later 
Ruger announced that the new president 
is William B. Ruger, Jr. 

Industry observer Dean Speir was the 
first to postulate that the smart money 
will be riding on Gary to take over the 
NRA as Executive Vice President, a post 
recently vacated by J. Warren Cassidy. 
Cassidy resigned in February. 

One of the more enterprising business
men in the shooting industry is Lew Hor
ton whose name has become synonymous 
with limited edition runs of high-quality 
handguns that are marketed exclusively 
through his Massachusetts-based whole
saling company. 

You may recall that Lew Horton Dis
tributing Co. offered a stainless steel .38 
Super Colt Government Model last year 
called the "El Presidente." This year Lew 
has the same thing except it's a Comman
der and it's called the "El Commandante." 

Well, Lew really outdid himself when 
he successfully negotiated for a special 
run of from 300 to 500 each of five very 
special guns from the S& W Perfor
mance Center. Imagine that- immedi
ate availability for the first time of first
class custom guns through a standard dis
tribution channel! 

What's even better news is the price. 
Check it out: The 686 Carry Comp, 

which incidentally was featured in our 
Jan/Feb issue, is listed by Lew Horton as 
retailing for $999.95. This doesn't mean 
you won't pay more somewhere else. 
Watch out on this one. 

A fully tricked-out compensated 4006 
that Lew describes as having a "Barsto 
type barrel" (?), "spherical barrel bush
ing" and "master grade double action 
trigger job" is listed by Lew Horton as 
retailing for $1,598.95. Lew Horton 
invites dealer orders from all you FFL 
holders, and he'll give you the absolutely 
best deal. Call or write: Lew Horton, P.O. 
Box 5023, Westboro MA 01581, l-(800)-
446-7866. 

It's always interesting to read the 
shareholder's report from Tompkins 
which is the British multi-national con
glomerate that owns Smith & Wesson. 

Last time I scam1ed a 1989 Tompkins 
report I found that, oops!, they had inad
vertently revealed S&W's closely guard
ed figures of market share (almost 20% 
of pistol sales in the US). This time 1 find 
another juicy morsel in the Tompkins 
Interim Report for the six months ending 
November, 1990: 

"Smith & Wesson increased revolver 
sales but demand for pistols weakened in 
a highly competitive market. Manufactur
ing quality and efficiency continued to 
rise through further investment in com
puter controlled machine tools." 

And the Insider has a fair idea of what 
exactly "weakened" Smith's pistol sales. 
The remarkable Glock pistol, the most 
innovative handgun in 50 years, continues 
to dominate the autopistol market through 
the sheer strength of its excellence. 

Folks down in Smyrna, Ga., home of 
the Glock, claim that their share of "new 
police sales" has increased from 41 % to 
66%. It's reasonable to assume that 
Glock's share of the sporting market is at 
least somewhat similar. 

Bravo for Glock for daring to break 
out of the status quo with a bold new gun. 

What's all this about a new .356 car
tridge? First we heard that Smith & Wes
son was going to tame a wildcat called 
the .356 TSW, which was nothing more 
than a 9x2 l cartridge loaded up to make 
major in IPSC matches. Team S&W 
member Brian Enos shot a .356 TSW 
(9x2 l a.k.a .. 356 JLE) last season. 

But wait, at the S.H.O.T. Show S&W 
announced that a brand new cartridge is 
in the works from Federal Cartridge 
Co. called the .... 356 TSW. However, 
this .356 TSW, as opposed to that .356 
TSW, is based on a new case, the 9x22. 

Just when you think you're beginning 
to get a handle on things, moving from 
thoroughly befuddled to merely confosed, 
along comes the CP+P+9x2 l. 

The CP+P+9x2 I is a 9x2 l case cus
tom made for CP Bullets by PMC. John 
Ricco at CP Bullets said he ordered 1 
million pieces of 9x2l brass, made to his 
specifications, but he will not sell loaded 

Continued on page 117 
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The CEI ProTimer Ill™ was 
selected as the official timer 
for this prestigious match 
held in Australia. 

But, this is not uncommon for CEI, 
since we've previously been selected 
as the 'top timer' for the NRA Bianchi 
Cup, Steel Challenge. Our generations 
of timers have been used at every 
USPSA/IPSC Nationals since 1982. 

Check these Pro Timer Ill features 
and see why we're considered the 
reliable 'top timer' by the professional 
match makers. 

• For the basic operation modes, just 
turn on the PTIII and start shooting. 

• Automatically selects shot 
detection and stop plate switch 
operations. Par time available on 
shot and stop plate modes. 

• Bold LCD display and touch pad 
controls provide convenient 
viewing/operation. 

• Low-frequency buzzer standard, 
high-frequency optional. 

• Lightweight/maintenance free unit. 
• Powered by 9-volt alkaline battery. 

At the 1990 IPSC World Shoot IX, 
we timed everything except the 
boomarangs. 'Top Timer' perform
ance at a reasonable price. 
ProTimer Ill $249.95* 

ProTach™ Chronograph ... 
the 'top tach' from CEI. 

Selected as the official chronograph 
for the NRA Bianchi Cup since 1986.· 
The ProTach offers these profes
sional features. 

• Portable, easy to set up. 
• Indoor, outdoor capability. 
• Records number of shots, velocity 

from shot-to-shot without resetting, 
and average velocity per shot 
string. 

• Provides direct velocity readouts 
from 75 to 4500 fps with accuracy 
to 1/2%. 

• Large, easy-to-view LCD display. 
• Low battery indicator. 
• Diffuser hoods for use on bright 

days. 
• $25.00 maximum repair charge. 

Pro -ach Chronograph ... now 
only $149.95* 

CEI offers other professional 
timers and chronographs. 

From our ProTach™ CLASSIC 
Chronograph, to our ProTNT™ 
timer/chronograph, CEI has a product 
to match your needs. No matter what 
you choose, all of our products 
feature a 30-day money-back 
guarantee and a 5-day turnaround 
service policy. 

For more information, call or write 
Competition Electronics, Inc., 3469 
Precision Drive, Rockford, IL 61109. 
Phone 815-874-8001. 

* New prices effective March 31, 1991. 

Order Now! 
Call Toll Free 1-800-222-3845 
Visa, MasterCard and COD accepted. Illinois 
residents add 6-1/4% sales tax. Add $4.50 for 
shipping and handling. Certified check or money 
order by mail. 

Competition 
Electronics, Inc. 



.40 s&W or 10mm Smith & Wesson Pistol. 

Boxes of Winchester .40 S&W or 10mm Ammunition. 
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